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2 Cpk..}‘:. and 3, 4.
But if our Gofpel be hidy it is hid to. them,thas
are bft, in whom the God of this world hatir
" blinded the minds of them that believe not,
kft the light of the glorioys Gofpel of Chry
(who is the image of God) fhould biue unta them..

i. A Moment’s reflection upon the preceding
. Verfes, with which this paffage of fcrip-

. “ture is clofely connetted, will caft much light up-
on it and aflift us tounderftand its purport.. The
apoftle, in the foregoing- chapter, having drawn
2 comparifon betwecn the gofpel and the law, the
Chriftian _and Mofaic . ceconomy, and fhewn the
fuperiority of the former to. the latter, proceeds
in the beginning of -this chapter to fpeak of the
eonduét of himfelf and his fellow apoftles, who
were entrufted with the difpenfation of this gofpel..
- 2, Seeing then (fays he).we have reccived this
miniftry; a mpiniftry ‘gs fuperior to that wherewith
Mofes was entrufted, more excellent in its natwe
and more beneficial in its effects, transforming all
who receive it into the image of Gap;. as we
bave obtained mercy to. be accounted faithful, as
Gob ‘has in mercy accepted. us as his fervants
in the in the gofpel and fupported us in our
Work ;. we faint not, are not dilcouraged, do
not defift from the gloribus enterprize : Bu#
bave renounced the hidden things of difhonefly,
whatever a perfon has need to hide or be athamed
of 5 not walking in craftinefs, not making ufe of
guile, fraud or low cunning, nor kandling the word

»
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of God deceitfully, not corrupting it with impure
mixtures of our own (as vintners do their wines)
not adding to it, diminithing from it, nor ftriving
to accommodate it to the tafte of our hearcrtf1 :
but by manifeflation of the truth, by fpeaking the
whole tmthfgwly a},:d ‘plainly, co,rr};mmding our-
Jelves to every man’s confeience, appealing to the
confciences of finners for the truth of what we
fay, or rather addrefling outfelves to their con-
fciences, aiming principally to convince and
awaken thefe; and all this in the fight of God,
knowing he is a witnefs to our behaviour in
his work and will fhortly call us to give an ac-
count, and therefore defiring to approve ourfelves
to him. ' .
3. But if notwithftanding the excellency of
the do&trine we teach and the plain, clear and
powerful manner in which we dcliver ourfelves
wur gofpel alfo (for fo it fhould be tranflated) as
well as the law, be bid, (Gr. veiled or conceal-
ed as the face of Mofes by the veil, to which
ke alludes) it is bid to them that are bff, in
whom the God of this world hath blinded the
wminds of them that believe not, left the light of
2he glorious gofpel of Chrift fbould [hine unto them.
he Jews in general were ignorant of the law
and their ignorance was attended with the moft
fatal confequences; yet flill they might have been
faved by becoming acquainted with the gofpel ;
but if ‘they were ftrangers to the gofpel alfo,
there was no remedy for them, but they were loft
without hope of recovery. The fame is affirm-
ed concerning all mankind in general, as well as
the Jews in particular. * If any child of man to
whom the gofpel is plainly and powerfully preached
(for what have we to do to judge thofe that arc
without ?) ftill remain ignorant of its nature and
upexperienced in its effecls, the apof}le pronounces
in
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in the moft exprefs ternts thathe 75 of?, loft now’
and in the way to be loft for ever. :

4. Surely then it highly concerns s to whom
* this gofpel is preached, thoroughly to underftand

itand experience its efficacy, and to be well affured
that we do fo: Surely if we are wife we fhall not
reft upon an uncertainty here, fhall not fatisfy
ourfelves with any thing thort of a clear affurance.
that we are favingly acquainted with the %fpel
of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift.—Now
with a view to affift you in this moft important:
matter, I beg your candid and ferious attention
whileI enquire into

I. The nature and defign of the gofpel.
II. The confequences of being ignorant of it.
III. The reafon why, notwithftanding "thefe
confequences, fo many remain unacquainted
with it, S ,
And firft, I am to enquire into the nature and
defign of the gofpel of Chrift. .
1. It is well known that the Greek word which
we tranflate gofpel, means « good mews” or.
< glad tidings.” Such the gofpel undoubtedly is.
to every child of man; glad tidings of great joy
unto all pesple. Such all account it to be who
are rightly informed concerning it, who know its
worth and their want of it. And if any fon or
daughter of Adam do not account the gofpel glad
tidings, the reafon is, they are ignorant of it,
For it is tidings of eyes to the blind, feet ta
the lame, health to the fick; tidings of light
to them that fit in darknefs, of ftrength to fuch as
are weak und helplefs, of liberty to thofe bound
in mifery and iron, and of pardon and life to per.
fons condemned to die. In other words, it is
tidings of forgivenefs of fins, of helinefs, and of
Ag ‘ heaven
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heaven to fuchas are nototioufly guilty, utterly:
depraved and altogether hell-delerving ; tidings
of- the-higheft honourand moft canfummate hap-
pinefs to perfons funk into the greateft depth of

infamy and wretchednefs. In, the gofpel we learn:

that God bath vifited . and redeemed his people, and.
bath raifed up an horn of faluation, far us in the

boufe of Dawid. bis fervavt—falvation from our

ememies and from she hand of all that hate s, that

we might ferve him without fear in rightesufnefs.:
and holinefs before him allthe days of our life. In
thort by the gofpel glory is brought t0.God in the,

bigheft, peace is proclaimed upan eerth, and the

good-will of heaven is manifefted to men for it.
difcovers to-us a Saviour whe is Chrift the. Lor.

* divinely appointed and fufficiently qualified to
relcae fallen manfrom fin and mifery and reinftate:
him in the favour and image of Gob.

" 2. But I muft be alittle more particular. The
whole gofpel proceeds on this fuppofition that man-.
kind are in a fallen ftatey .that they have loft the.
favour and image of Gop and are by nature ig=.
Rorant, finful, ,%uilt_y and helplefs: that there is.
nane that underftandeth, that all bave. finnedy and
come fbort of the glory of God, that the whole world: .
are guilty before Gody and that we are all without;

Srengthk.  On this foundation the gofpel is built:.
‘Take away this and it has nothing to fupport it.
Deny the fall of man, his;original depravity, the
one fource of all his acual ;,ran,(greﬂious,- and
you deny the whole gofpel of Chrift, all that de-.
ferves the name of gofpel or glad. tidings. Fox-
fure to deny that we are fick is ta,deny .we have:
any need;of a ph'{ﬁcian.; and if we are not guilty-
and condemned, he- does but infult us who.offers
us a pardon. Let then the fecret infidels of our:
day fpeak out ; let them tell us in plain.terms
that they difbelicve the gofpel of Chrift ; let them.

: ' openly:
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openly avow their fentiments and rejet Clhirifti-
anity: yaleoguhena This would be J;gmg a far
#nore horourable - part: (and they too ere. men of
homour { ¥ than .under-. colour: of friendfhip -and
with profeflions of :xegard;- flyly to ftab it in the '
-dark. and :xowardly.to endeavour: that in _fecret
which they dare not attemptopenly. = ° .
g ’Pakinigﬁt. for: granted then;, that.mankind are
doft;. the jtofpel propofes their reftoration. . Itis
-exaly fuited: ta.our cafe : it is jufk fuch a dif-
-pestfation as>we” want : it is aremedy- every wiy
‘adequate to our. difeafe. - It offers us-all -that we
:Joft.in.Adam,-andimuch moresthan.we ever had.
T flvews- aschowrwe .mayi efcape finy.and.death,
and hell,: and how'we imay: recover: holinefs and
dieavenj the favour -andlima%c of -‘Gop .herey and
the-enjoymerstf this glaryfor:evenhereafter. .
-1 *;éux all this wmgzppey;r more.manifeft if we
confidet,: a Jattle; the fhort-but: full -account the
~apeftie-has given'us of the:gofpel in the: i
~chapwr wherehe compares it-with the law.: ver. g
-hexalls. the Law; the minifiration of 2ndemnation,
“and-theqofpek the umimfration of rightesufbafs.
‘BytheJow there;: he principally means the moral
Adaw which .:alone ‘was sortites .and engraven on
flonesy wer: 7). and this he:call the minifkration of
<coadenmation: becaufe it:condemns mankind for
theirviobation: of <it.t : Had we obferved and-kept
dtvin all points; at-all:times:and in all refpedts,
perfetly, urdverfally .dnd: conflantly- inftead . 'of
condewming, . it would ¢haveacquitted «dnd: re-
iwarded’ us’s Fvr the Jow faith- He, that wdoeth
2befe shings. fhall live by.: them. y But: becaufe
~we ; have: alt violated it :im one or miore points
(and: Ba-.that offends. though only in ene point
45 guilty of ail):therefore it condemns.us all: And
-hence. the apoftle declares, as many as are of the
&vorks.of the law (expeét falvation by the nzerit ko:'
Wor.
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orks) are under the curfz, for it is written turfed
“is every one that tomtinueth not in all things
which are written in the book of the law to do them.
5. Such is the condition of all men by nature.
All having finned anﬁome fhort of the glory of God,
* all are guslty before Gody children of wrathy and
under fentence of condemnation to the: fecond
death, the lake that burneth with fire and brim-
flome. And the law, confidered in itfelf; in its
-precepts and penalties, knows no mercy but
" denounces judgement without ‘mercy. It pro=-
‘vides no way of efcape. But the gofpel does :
itis a ming'/z'atian of righteoufnefs : it fhews us
-how we may be pardoned and accepted confift-
ently with the juftice and truth of Gop ; how we
-may be delivered from the curfe of the law. and
g_e.t the authority of it be preferved inviolate.
herein the day ﬂau:[rom on bigh hathk vifited us
20 give light to us who fat in darknefs and in the
Jhaddow of death and to guide our feet in the paths
of peace. For therein the rightesufnefs of God
+15 revealed from faith to faith, Gop’s method of
Jjuftifying finners by faith in the righteoufnefs of
Chrift. Therein we learn that God made Ghrift
Jfin (or a fin-offering) for us, though he knew no
finy that we mgbt be made the righteoufnefs of God
in bim : that God hath fet him forth to be a propiti-
ation through faith in his blood, te declare his righte-
~oufnefs (both juftice and mercy) for the remiffion of
Sfins that are paft : that Chriff hath redeemed us
fromthe curfe of the law, being made a curfe for us.
"Hence it is that, notwithftanding our guilt and
impotence, we may be juftified freely by his grace
through the redemption that there is in Fefus 5 yea
God can be juft and yet the juftifier of kim that be- -
dieveth in fefus, he can pardon and accept the fin-
_der, without any impeachment of his diyine per-
_ : fetions
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fections or any derogation from the authority of
his holy law. ‘

6. 6n this ground itis, that the gofpel offers
us a free, full, and univerfal pardon for all our
paft offences. It aflures us that God was ix
Chrift, reconciling the world to himfelf, not impu-
ting their trefpaffes to them, and that he hath com-
mitted to his apyflles the word of reconciliation,
They therefore, according to the commiffion
Chrift had given them, befeeching finners to he
reconciled to Gop, not only preached repentance
but alfo remiffion of fins in his name among all
nations : Inhis name they offered, and that to all
without exception, ,

¢ Pardon for infinite offence! and pardon

¢ By means that fpeak i% value infinite !

¢ A pardon bought with blood ! with blood divine !
¢ With blood divine of him we made our foe !

*¢ Perfifted to provoke! tho’ woo’d and aw’d,

¢ Bleft and chaftis’d yet flagrant rebels fiill;!**

And in order to the enjoyment of this pardon,
required nothing of mankind but repentance to-'
wards God, and faith, living faith in the Lord Je-
fus Chrift, both which they reprefented as the
gifts of Goo. For, with the prophets they bore
witnefs that if we draw nigh to God he will draw
nigh tousy and that whofoever belicveth in Chrift
- doth recerve the forgivenefs of fins 3 yea that by

him all who believe are jtf/}lﬁ{ from all things.,

Thus we fee it is clearly revealed and exprefs]
declared in the gofpel, that becaufe of what Chriit
hath done and fuffered, the moment we truly be-
lieve on him (viz. with a penitent and loving
heart) God is merciful to our unrighteoufuiefs and -
our fins and iniquities he remembers no more. He
treats us as though we had never offended, acceptg
us through the beloved into the number of hig
B childreg

-«

LY
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* children, and we receive the promife of the [pirit
through faith, even the fpirit of adoption whereby
we cry, Abba Fatbher,

7. 'This leads me to fpeak of another principal

bleffing of the gofpel concerning which alfo we
are informed in the former chapter. ver. 7, the
apoftle calls the law the miniftration of death, ver.
~ 8, the gofpel the miniftration of the [pirit. He
calls the law - the miniftration of death, and not
only becaufe it condemned wilful tranfgreffors to
temporal death, and condemns usall to the fecond
death ; but alfo becaufe in confequence of our vio-
fation of it we are deprived of union with Gop,
in which our fpiritual life as much conlfifts, as our
natural life in the union of foul and body. Our
fins have feparated besween us and our Gob;
we are alienated from the life of Gop, and of con-
fequence are fpiritually dead, dead in trefpafles
and fins. :

8. Toilluftrate this alittle. No fooner has the
foul left - the body than natural life is at an end.
"The body has no longer any fenfibility of pleafure
or pain. It has ne longer any fenfation : it has
eycs, but fees not, ears, but hears not. It has no
longer .any power ; it cannot move, or act, or
make refiftance, but may be dragged hither and
thither at will. It is helplefs, tends to putrefac-
tion, and is only fit to be removed out of the fight.
of theliving, to whom it is now become loath-
fome and abominable.— In like manner, no focn-
er has Gob left the foul than f{piritual life is at an
end. ‘The foul has no longer any fenfibility of
fin, its evil nature and dreadful tendency ; any

“confcious grief when evertaken by it, or joy when
preferved from it. It has no longer (if I may fo
fpeak) any fpiritual fenfation: it fzes not by faith
bim that is inyifible, bears not the voice of Chrift,

nor frels the powers of the world to come. In
other
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other words, ithas no faving knowledge in divine
things, Gobp and the things of Gop are con-
cealed from it : It has no longer -any power ; it
cannot move one ftep heavenward, psrform any
thing properly good, or refift and conquer temp-
tation ; but the devil, the world and the fleth drag
it hither and thither, at pleafure and uncontrouled.
Itis helplefs, corrupted by fin, filthy and polluted
and only fit to be removed out of the fight (as
it were{ of an holy Gop, to whom it i5 now
become abominable and buried in the lake that
‘burneth with fire and brimftone.

9. In this condition the law leaves mankind.
Confidered in itfelf, it points us to no remedy,
but rather pronounces us incurable and our cafe
defperate. Not fo the gofpel = it is a miniftration.
of the fpirit. It informs us of and offers to us
the holy fpirit of Gop, whofe office it is to re-
ftore our fouls to fpiritual life and heal all the
difeafes which by fin wehave contradted. There-
in we are.told that when Chrift afcended up on
bigh and ld captivity captive, he received gi[y,

or meny even the rebellious, that the Lord God
might dwell among them: that in him all fulnefs
dwells, and that out of his fulnefs we may receive
grace for grace. Therein we are informed of the
Javing grace of God appearing to all men, and of
the true light enlightening every man that cometh
intothe world: And weare affured if we do not
quench this light and rejet this grace, it fhall be
imparted more and more to guide, renew and com-
fort us. For in the gofpel Chrift offers 2 baptize
us with the Holy Ghoft and with fire, to live in us
that we may live alfo, to quicken us and mge usup -
and make us fit together with bimfelf in heavenly
places. He promifes, if we will come to him and
drink, out of our belly (figuratively fpeaking) fhall
How rivers of living water, fuch abundance of
) B2 : {piritual
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fpiritual life thall we poffefs that it fhall overflow
(as it were) for the quickening and refrethment -
of others; yea he aflures us (if we afk) he will

give us living water, and that water fhall be in us

a well of water fpringing up to life eternal.  Now

all this he [peaks of the [pirit which they who believe
on him do receive, that fpirit which is offered in,
the gofpel and which accompanying its truths

when delivered, renders them the power of God

unto falvation to every one that belicveth.

10. By this fpirit we are again united to God
and put in_pofieffion of fpiritual life. Our eyes -
are opened and we fee the dreadful fituation we are
inby nature and pradice: We difcover the ruin
that hangs over our guilty heads and threatens to
bury us in eteérnal deftru&®ion. Ourdeafears are
unftopped and we hear the voice of him tkat raifeth
tbe dead and calleth things that are not as though
they were, calleth us to come forth out of the
frave of fin that we may live a new life, a
’{ﬁ: hid yith Chrift in God. I mean, our under-

anding is enlightened with the light of life, and
we are made acquainted with things fpiritual and
divine, which while deftitute of the fpirit we
could not difcern. Our confcience alfo is roufed
from its lethargy and we are convinced of fin and
of righteoufnefs. We are now no longer infen-
fible of griefand pain on account of the fins we
have committed gnd the punifhment we have de~
ferved, or of joy dnd delight, op account of what
Chrift hath dope and fuffered for us, and the
profpet of eternal glory he hath opened to our
view. But we feel the moft tender and livel
affetions, excited by the things of Gop WhicK
beforc we could contemplate with total uncon-

" cern,

11. The Holy Spirit has ftripped fin of its
difguife, and beholding the monfter in all its de
formit
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formity and mifchief, we fear and tremble at the:
thoughts of our former danger from it, and are
diftrefled for our foolifh and wicked intimacy
with fo deftructive an enemy. Holinefs is now
unmafked and blooming in all its beauty, kindles
in ourhearts the moftferverit love to, and inflames
our fouls with the warmeft dcfires after, an object
fo - incomparably excellent. and worthy of our
kigheft regard. We lament and are amazed at
our former indifference and refolve to make
amends (fo to fpeak) for what is paft, by the moft
careful attention to and diligent endeavours after-
it for the time to come. In the mean time, con-.
fidering his great and precious pron}i[es, which are
all given ‘to us, that we may be made partakers of
the divine nature, we rejoice in hope of poflefling
to our entire and endlefs fatisfation this holinefs.
fo amizable in our eyes.

12. In hope of poflefling it did Ifay ? Nay we
rejoice in the actual pofleffion of it in a greas
degree. For being in Chrift we are new crea-
tures, old things are done away and all things in us
are become new. Sin hath no dominion over usy
which in time paft it had, becaufe we are not under

- the law (the covenant of works which killeth, or
the mofaic difpenfation which was imperfe&t) but
under grace, a difpenfation of pardoning mercy
which giweth life, and divine influences which
fave from fin. , This covenant of grace, which
i3 the law of the fpirit of life from Chrift Fefus,
hath made uj.: free.ffrom t£’ lafwfof fin an.fd?a{/z,:
and being hereby made free from [/in, we become
Jervants to God, bear éruit unto holinefs and the end
is everlafting life. For through a. faith of the
operation of Gop (the grand means of fanctifi-
cation as well as juftification) being perfuaded of”
Gob’s true and faithful promifes, and relying upon:
Kim for the accomplithment of them, we derive.
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the fpirit of life, of light and power into our fouls
and afifted by his all-fufficient grace, we cleanfe

~ourfelves from all filthinefs of flefb -and [pirit and
perfect holinefs in the fear of God.—Believing we
love, and loving we obey : our obedience is fin-
cere, univerfal, conftant and perfevering ; we pay
a due refpe&t to all his commandments, and be-
come at laft baly, as be that hath called us is holyy
in all manner of converfation and godlinefs.

13. Hence that fame fpirit which is our light
in darknefs, our ftrength in weaknefs, our life in
death, our entire fantification ; is alfo our fuc-
cour in temptation, our comfort in trouble, our
t-ue and only happinefs.—%Ve can now rejoice in
the divine favour as well as in the t¢ffimony of our
confcience, that in fimplicity and godly fincerity we
bave our converfation in the world. ~Our guilty
fears, defponding doubts, and overwhelming griefs

ive place and difappear, while the comforter
ﬁxines forth, inall his radiant glory, and revives and
chears our drooping hearts.  Through hisagency
the fogs and mifts of ignoranceand error, finand
mifery, fufpend their baleful influence, nay fpeedi-~
ly vanifh, and light and truth, holinefs and heaven
rj}i'ﬂ'ufe their joyous luftre throughout our fouls.
-He pacifies the confcience, calms the paflions and
introduces into our minds, a peace which paffeth
all underftanding. He inflames us with love, -
infpires with hope, and fills us with joy, evena joy
unfpeakable and full of glory. By his operation
we are aflured of the favour of Gob, adopted in-
to his family and entitled to the glary and felicity
- above. And though eye hath not feen nor ear
beard, neither hath it entered into the beart of man
to conceive, what God hath prepared for them
that love him, yet becaule God hath revealed them
unto us by his [pirit, therefore we do and muft re-
Jjoice in profpeét of them, #e absund in hope zy
- . the
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the power of the Holy Ghof?, and therefore in joy 4
we rejoice greatly (even though for a feafon, if
need bey, we are in beavine(s through manifold
temptations ) in expeltation of focn poflefling an
inberitance which is incorruptible and undefiled
and which fadeth not away, referved in beaven for
us, and an earneft of which we have by the fpirit
in our hearts.

14. Such are fome of the happy effe&ts pro-
duced by that fpirit which the gofpel offers, and
which is the chief glory of it, its diftinguifhing

rivilege. In this refpect chiefly we dilcern the
Fuperiority of the Chriftian to the Mofaic difpens
fation. Not but that the Holy fpirit was in fome
degree given under the Jaw : undoubtedly it was :
whatever holinefs or happinefs the pious Ifrdclites
poflefled they owed to its influences, and very
eminent for holinefs and happinefs, it is manifeft,
many of them were. Butit was not given fo
largely or fo univerfally as fince Chrift’s glorifi-
. cation, after he had finithed the work which was
iveni him to do.  This conclufion we cannot but
raw from a variety of paffagesin holy writ, which
it would beendlefs to quote on this occafion. One
I thall mention, which is fo plain and exprefs, and
full to the purpofe, ‘that it may well ferve inftead
of a thoufand, and help us to underftand others
which in different places occur upon this fubject
butare lefs clear and determinate. John 7. 37 and
38, the apottle tells us Fefus flood and cried, fay-
ingy if any man thirft let him come unto me and
drink; he that believeth on me, as the. feripture
hath faid, hath teftified in many places, out of his
belly fhall flow rivers of living water. Now this
(St. John fays) Ae fpake of the fpirit which they
who believed on him were afterwards to receive,
(fo the Greek,) for the Holy Ghoftwas not yet raven
becaufe Jefus was not yet glorified.  From hence
) : it

. .
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it is manifeft, beyond all contradiion, that there-
is a fenfz in which the fpirit was not given before
Chrift’s glorification as it was to be given after-
wards, and that this fenfe refpects notonly or chief-
ly his extraordinary and miraculous operations,
but alfo and efpecially his ordinarv influences, be-
caufe it is promifed to all believers without limi-
tatior, in all nations and ages.
15. One more property of the gofpel, I fhall
-take occafton from the preceding chapter to men-
tion. The apoftle there, ver. 11, affirms of the
law that it was to be abolifbed, 3nd of the gofpel
that it remaineth. The Mofaic difpenfation was
of atemporary nature and only intended to con-
tinue for a time : it wasto make way for and give
placeto better, when in. the fulnefs of time God
fhould fend forth his Son, born of a woman, made
under the law,, to redeem thofe that were under
the law that we might receive the adoption of
Jfons.  But the gofpel isan inftitution that fhall
abide for ever.  As it is the b2/ difpenfation Gon.
ever made with man, fo it is the /z/# he will ever
make. We look for none to fucceed it : nay we
do not expect any alteration to be made in it. On .
the contrary we are affured, it is unchangeable-in
its nature and eternal inits confequences. It is’
the onc fixed and unalterable way in which Gon,
will fave finners while the world ftands : and all
faved in this way fhall for ever rejoice in the fal-
vation thus obtained. It will not only continue
with them through life, as their glory and their.
joy, but through death.alfo. When they walk
through the wvalley of the [baddow of death, they
Jhall fear no ewily for the falvation of the gofpel is
with them. This fhall caufe the waters of mor-
tality to divide hither and thither, that they may
go trough on dry land.  And fhall it defert them
when pafled over, when in Canaan? Oh nol
“They are then but entering upon the full enjoy-
meng;
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ment of gofpel bleflings, the entire pofleffion of
their heavenlyinheritance : They then receive the
end of their faithy the falvation of their fouls.

16. Forlife and immortality are brought to light
by the gofpel. Not contented within the narrow
bounds of time, it launches out inte an eternal
ftate and there expatiates at large. It not only
. acquaints us-with whatfhall hereafter be tranfacted

within the fphere of creation and limits of time, '
but it unfolds the myfteries of eternity, and
conduéls our contemplations through the immen-
fity of the Godhead. « It burns the prefent
- world, triumphs over death by a general refur-
¢ rection, and opens all into an eternal ftate.”
‘The reftoration of thefe bodies to immortal life, -
which were reduced to corruption and duft in the
grave ; the conflagration and diffolution of this
beautiful fyftem of thingssy the decifive trial of
men and angels at bis bar, who once expired-upon
an ignominious crofs between two thieves ; and
the 1:iue of all in the everlafting deftru&tion of the
finally impenitent and the eternal glory of the
rizhteous ; thefe are the important eventsrevealed
-in thg gofpel, but which ' muft naw forbear ta
_coflider.

17. And now, my brethren, fay if this gofpel,
fo furprizing and wonderful in its difcoveries ; fo
deep and unfearchablein its myfteries ; {o alarming
and dreadful in its threatnings ; fo comforting and
delightful in its promifes ; and fo enriching and
ennobling in its privilegesand bleflings ; fay if this
gofpel does not well deferve the ferious attention,
diligent ftudy and hearty reception of all !

¢¢ Wiiat heart of flone but glows at thoughts like

thefe ? ’

¢¢ Such contemplations mount us; and fhould mount
¢ The foul fill higher ; and never glance on man,

« Unraptured
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¢¢ Unraptured, uninflamed ! — -

- On! the burft gates, crufh’d fting, demolifh’d
throne, )

¢ Laft gafp of vanquifh’d death ! fhout earth and
heav’n,
This fum of good to man !

Surely this gofpel, fo true and faithful, fo juft
and reafonable, fo fuitable and advantageous, fo.
excellent in itfelf and fo beneficial to us, is well
worthy of all acceptation ! High and Jow, young-
and old, rich and poor have equal need of it, may
be equally bleft by it, and are “equally concerned.
to bid it a moft hearty welcome ! All orders and
degrees of men {hou{d embrace this gofpel with-
the utmoft fervour of defire and warmth of affec-
tion, the moft abfolute confidence and extatic joy..
But alas ! how far is this from being the cafe !
How far are the generality, .notwithftanding their-
need of this gofpel and the bleflcd effets it would
produce if properly received, from heartily and.
chearfully embracing it! Thoufands there have,
been in every age, and thoufands there are in this
age, yea in this nation, who (whatever they may
pretendto the contrary) manifeft by their tempers
and conduc that they are yet unacquainted with.
that gofpel which they profefs. '

Now that we may be able to judge whether-
their character and conduct deferves our imitation
it js worth our while to confider, as was propofed;.

II. The Confequences of rejeCting or not be-.
ing favingly acquainted with the gofpel.

1. Upon this head little need be faid, the cafe,,
is fo exceeding plain. It is fufficiently evident.
from what has been already advanced that as the
gofpel finds all mankind in a loft condition; defti=
tute of the favour and image of Gop, and lia-
ble to his wrath and eternal damnation ; fo it is,
intended to recover them from their fall, and to

' : . reftore.
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reftore them to that holinefs and happinefs which
they have loft. Andit is a difpenfation manifeftl
well calculated, nay altogether fufficient to anl{
wer this end. It is a remedy not only every way
fuited to our difeafe, but of fufficient virtue to ex-
pel it and put us in poflefion of our former
health and happinefs. And all who _embrace this
gofpel, according to the defign of its author,
prove its efficacy, and find to their prefent and
:eternal comfert, that it does in fa¢t accomplith all
that it has promifed to the ruined race of Adam.
2. But at the fame time, be it obferved, that
as it is an all-fufficient remedy, fo it is the only
fufficientone. There is no other means of health
and happinefs ; no other way of falvation, but
that which this gofpel reveals. There is no other
.name, given under beaven among men, whereby we
.can be faved but that of Chrift, whom this gofpel
.makes known. There is no other facrifice for fin,
-which can take it away and procure for us a par-
-don, but that which the gofpel points out. There
is no other fpirit to difcover to us our want of
tthat facrifice and to enable us to depend upon it
with penitent and obedient hearts, but that which
the gofpel offers. Hence it certainly follows (as
it is in our text) if our gofpel be hid, it is hid to
2hofe that are lsft. " All that are unacquainted with
it, that do not experience its divine efficacy, re-
main in that loft; ruined, wretched condition in
which all are by nature and that without help and
without hope. No other remedy will ever be
offered, no other way of falvation ever revealed,
no other means of happinefs ever prefcribed ; but
they muft for ever {fuffer all the miferable confe~
quences of their fall in Adam: They muft re-
amain difeafed and deid in fin here, till they are
.adjudged to the fecond death hereafter: they muft
continue polluted, accurfed, miferable, till they an;
' bi
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bid to depart accurfed into everlafling fire, which
will not purify them from, but encreafe their pol-
lutions, where he that is unholy will be more and
more unholy fill and of confequence will be the
.more tormented.

3. Such, in the nature of things muit be #he
end of thole who obey not the gofpel of Chrift.
They fin againft the remedy and muft therefore
perith without remedy : they will not come unto
Chrift that they may have life ; they can receive
it from no other, and therefore they abide in
death till they are fealed up in death eternal.  But-
s this all? Have they no other mifery to dread
.but this which is merely a confequence of their
fallen ftate ? This punifhment, thus confequential
-will, no doubt, be great beyond conception, .and
-might well deter any confiderate and ferious
mind from rejecting the gofpel of Chrift. But
YFt this is not all the impenitent have to fear.
There is further referved for them a fuperadded
-and encreafed mifery, as a juft recompenfe of their
ingratitude and rebellion, for rejecting the falvation
oftered in the gofpel.  For furely, if after all that
has been defigned by infinite love, contrived by

- infinite wifdom, and executed by infinite power ;
if after all the unparalleled fufferings and aftonifth-
ing tranfactions of the Son of Gopb, with the
amazing procefs of divine grace in-our behalf,
from iirft to laft ; if after all the fuper-intending
care, the awful judgments, and diftinguithing
bleflings of Gop’s providence ; the plain direc-
tions, terrible threatenings and comfortable, pro-
mifes of Gop’s word ; the folemn warnings,
affetionate addrefles and earneft invitations of
Gop’s minifters; and above all, the condefcend-

- ing vifitations, moving difcoveries and powerful

pleadings of Gob’s fpirit ;—if after all this (I fay)
we flill ungratefully. reject the gofpel of Chrift,
and
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end fteel our hearts againft its efficacy, nothin
remaineth for us, but a fearful locking for of
judgment and fiery indignation which fhall devour
us as adver]g'ies, a judgment far more fevere
and an indignation far hotter than would have
befallen us, if fo muchhad not been done for our
recovery. ,
4. (?’onceming this matter the fcripture is
plain and exprefs. Tkis, it tells us, 75 the con-
demnation, not that all died in Adam and are by na-
ture in a loft eftate (tho’ even on this account are
we condemned and the condemnation is fufficient~
ly dreadful) but that light is come into the world .
and ren love darknefs rather than light beca?/é
their deeds are evil.  That provifion is made for
the inftruion, holinefs and happinefs of mankind,
and they chufe rather to remain in their originat
ignorance, fin and mifery, therefore they fhall be
condemned to a greater punithment and a more
aggravated ruin. This is further manifeft from
the condu@ of Gop towards the I{raelites, who
abufed ghe lightand privileges of a more dark and
imperfet difpenfation; a difpenfation eftablifhed
with farlefs apparatus of grace and mercy, and lefs
illuftrious difplays of love and power ; which did
not coft the Godhead fo dear (if I may {o fpeak)
and upon the fuccefs of which his heart was not
fo much fet. Now was their contempt and abufe
of this inferior difplay of divine goodnefs fuffered
to pafs unpunifhed ? Far, very far from it. Eve
tranfgre(fionand aél of difobedience (fays theapoftle)
received a juft recompence of reward; and they
that defpifed the law of Mofes died without mercy
under two or three witneffes. May we not then
argue with the apoftle, of bow much forer punifh-
ment [nppofe ye, fball he be thought worthy whe.
tramples under foot the Son of Gody counts the blood

C o
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of the covenant an unholy thing and does defpite t
the fpirit of grace I If theyefcaped not who refufed -
bim who [pake on earth (viz Mofes) much Wﬂll

we efcape, if we turn away from him that [peaketh

Jrom beaven | And if the word fpoken by angels

was fleadfaft and every tranfgreffin thereof fe-

verely punifbedy, how fhall we efcape if-we neg-

lec? fo great [alvation, which at fir/t begun to

be fpoken (not by angels but) by the Lord himfelf,

and was confirmed unto us by thofe that heard

him, God alfo bearing witnefs both with figns

and Quwonders and divers miracles and gifts of

the Holy Ghoft according to his will.

5. From thefe declarations of holy fcripture,
they who negle&t or rejet the falvation of the
gof;};el may judge what they have to expect, even
judgment in extreme without any mixture of
mercy, atorment as great as infinite wifdom can
contrive - and Almighty Power execute, and
lafting as the days of eternity! Unhappy
creatures! Their judgment of a lmg time lin-
geveth noty and their damnation flumbereth not !
For if God [pared net the angels that finned,
but caft them down to hell (though no Saviour
died for them, no fzlvation was offered to them
or rejeCted by them) and delivered them into
chains of darkncfs to be referved unto judg-
ment 5 mugh lefs will he fpare them who have
multiplied their offences as the fand on the fea
fhore, and have reje&ted a pardon, though pur-
chafed for them, by the moft exquifite fuffer-
ings, and ignominious, painful death of Gob’s
own Son !

6. And does it not then concern us, my bre-
thren, moft ferioufly to enquire, whether we re-
ject this golpel, an(( ‘neglect the great falvation
effered in it? Can we omit fo to do and not be

N Ca wanting
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wanting in prudence as well as grace ? As de-
. void of wifdom as of picty? Surely, if we are
carelefs about a matter of fuch infinite importance,
we thew that we as truly difregard our swn welfare
as the honour of God, and are as certainly cne-
mies to ougighm, as to our great and gracious
Creator. Enquire then, I befeech you, I do not
fay, into your knowledge, butinto your experience
in this matter, and afk your hearts whether you
have feenyour need of, and cordially embraced thofe
bleflings which have this day been fet before you ?
Has the gofpel been a means, through the blood
of Chrift and the fpirit of Gop, of miniftering to
you righteoufnefs and life ? Has it juftified your
perfons and renewed your nature ! Have you
found peace with Gob through it, and power
over fin? Adoption into his family, and a reftora-.
tion'to his likenefs ? If you have hitherto, not
only ftopped fhort of thefe privileges, but have
even refted contented without them, be aflured
whatever knowledge you have gotten of the
gofpel in theory, you are yet unacquainted with it
in experience. It has not, by any means, an-
fwered its intended end upon you, but is ftill
really hid to you, and you remain in-a loft
eﬂate' and are in the high road to be loft for
ever !

7. May the Lord incline you to lay this to -
heart ere it be too late! May you feel your want
of thofe bleflings, which are freely offered you in
the gofpel of Chrift and gratefully receive them!
The gofpel has come to you in word, may you
never reft till it alfo come to you in power and
with the Holy Ghoft, and with much affurance |
In order hereto, may you feek the Lord, while ke
may be found, and call upon him while he is near }
May the wicked, among you, forfake his way and
the unrighteous man bis thoughts, and may you all

Ca2 o turn
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surn unto the Lord that he may have mercy
upan you, and unto our God that he may abun-
dantly pardon! May vou turn to him in true
repentance and unfeigned, living faith, a faith of
the operation of his fpirit | May you af that this
repentance and faith may be given you, and feek, in
the ufe of appointed means, that you may find!
Thus may the gofpel, which is the power of God
#into_falvation to every penitent, believing foul, be
the erful means of your falvation! Bein
juftiied from all things through faith in the
lood of Chrift and fanétified through the oper-
ation of his fpirit, may your converfation be
fuch as becometh the gofpel” on earth,” till you
receive your heavenly inheritance, that eternal
life and happy immortality brought to light by the

ofpel,
sowe SERMON

END OF THE FIRST SERMON.



SERMON IIL

2 COR. iv. 3, 4 ver.

But if our gofpel be hid, it is bid to them that are
lofty in whom the god of this world hath blinded
the minds of them that believe not, left the light
of the glorious gofpel of Chrift—fhould fhine

unto them. '

1. Y N a former difcourfe on this important
I paffage of holy writ, I endeavoured to
fthew the nature and defign of the gofpel of Chrift
and the dreadful confequences which attend our re-
jecting it And, undoubtedly, it is of fo excellent
a nature, and propofes a defign fo bencvolent and
glorious, that all to whom it is offered cught in
reafon and duty, to embrace it heartily and with-
out delay ; even fuppofing they might negle&t fo
to do without fuffering any mconvenience. But
whaen it is further con'idered to what extreme and
endlefs mifery they certainly expofe themfelves
who reject this gofpel, one would fuppofe no child
of man who refleéts atall upon the fubjec, could
hefitate one moment about it; one would ima-
gine that motives of felf-intereft, at leaft, would
prevail where duty -and gratitude had no in-
fluence; and that a fear of punifbment would
compel thofe, whom redeeming love did not con-
ftrain, nor promifes of happinefs allure. :
2. And, blefled be Gop, one or other of thef
_ confiderations do, through the influence of divine.
§race (abfolutely needful in this weak and difor-
ered ftate of human nature) perfuade many to
comply with the defign of this glorious gofpel.
But alas! this is by no means the cafe in general

@
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(1 fpeak not of Jews, Turks, and Heathens, but
of profefling Chriftians:) The generality even
of thefe do moft certainly rejet the gofpel of
Chrift and negle&t the great falvation offered by
~ it. Into the reafon of this condué ’tis worth our
while to enquire, efpecially as it may be a means
of preferving us from an imitation, which, I am
fure, is no waydefirable. This I fhall take oc-
cafion to do from the words of our text, where the
apoftle hath given us a key to unlock this myfter
(and a myftery, no doubt, it is:) The god of this
werld (fays he) hath blinded the minds of them
that believe noty left the light of the glorious gofpel
of Cb’,if/’  fhould fbine unto them.

3. The infpired penman (it feems) ftill alludes
to the cafe of Mofes, who put a veil over his face,
fothat the glory of it could not be difcerned by the
Ifraelites. Thus, as he has intimated in the pre~
eeding chapter, a vail of obfcurity was caft over
that difpenfation, through which the Jews (whofe
minds alfo were blinded) could not difcover the
end and defign of it. Hence they were not fa-
vingly benefited by it; it did not lead them to
Chnift, as was intended. Now tho’ the gofpel
be not veiled, but fuffered to fhine out in full luf~
tre; yet the god of this world, induftrious to pre-
- vent the falvation of mankind, by blinding the.
minds of them that believe not, prevents them from:
difcerning the light of this glorious gofpel or from
being enlightened by it.

Three particulars offer themfelves to our con-
fideration on this fubject.

1ft. Who is meant by the god of this world, and
‘why he is fo called? .

adly. Whom we are to underftand by thofe
that believe not -

3dly. How the god of this wotld blinds their
minds 2, 1. With.
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1. With regard to the fir/? of thefe, % who js
meant by the god of this world, and why he is fo
called?”” I fhould have thought it unneceflary to fay
any thing by way of explication, had I not occafion-
ally met with fome who interpret this of Fehovah,
the God of love,the Saviour Zf all men, whofe tender
tnercies are over all bis warks ; as if he, concerned
to prevent the falvation of his ereatures, whom
he hath redeemed with his Son’s moft precious
blood, acted the part of the grand adverfary of
mankind and blinded their minds by fin and un-
belief, left they fhould be enlightened by that
very gofpel which he has provided, in his infinite
goodnefs, for their illumination. ‘The bare men-

.tion of fo wild a notion as this, is with men of
underftanding and piety, fufficient to confute it.
By the god of this world, the apoftle undoubtedly
means fatax, who is elfewhere called the prince 5
this worldy and the ruler of the darknefs of this
world, and the prince of the power of the air, the
Jpirit that worketh in the children of difobedience.
‘This apoftate fpirit, this enemyof Gob and man
8.::1 not the Gop and Father of our Lord Jefus

ift) is doubtlefs concerned to hinder the fuc-
cefs of the gofpel, which is defigned for the over-
throw of .his kingdom, and with this view exerts,
to the utmoft, all his power and policy from day to
day, continually lying in wait to deceive, like a
ﬁtzti]e ferpent, and like @ roaring lion going abous

Jevking whom he may devour.

¢ He now is plotting how he may feduce

<« Us alfo from obedience, that with him,.

‘¢ Depriv’d of happinefs, we may partake

“ His punithment, eternal mifery,

¢ Which would be all his folace and revenge,
€ As a defpite done ’gaindt the Moft High.’ ’
2. Some
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2. Some (wife, above what is written) would
account for this expreflion, whereby fatan is called
the god of this world, by fuppofing that this world
was originally under the dominion of the fallen
angels before their rebellion, ‘and was the feat of
their kingdom ; and that upon their fall, as a
punithment for their crime, it was reduced into
that chaotic ftate defcribed, Gen. 1. ver. 1. The
earth was without form and void, and darknefs
was upon the face of the deep. Hence it was,
they further fuppofe, that when the earth was put
into its paradifaical ftate and man placed in it
(who they think was created to fupply the place
of the fallen angels) Gop did not entirely banith
them this world, but ftill permitted them to wan-
der to and fro in it, and not only to tempt the
human race (for their trial) but, alfo to exercife
fome authority-over the elements and other crea-
tures ; tho’ under certain reftriGtions beyond which
they cannot pafs. Butit is certainall this is mere
conjecture, without any countenance from any
part of fcripture. And it is plain fatan may be
called the god of this world, with fufficient pro-
priety without fuppofing any thing of this kind,
even on the fame principles on which he is termed -
(as we have feen) the prince of this world, and the-.
ruler of the darknefs of this worldy and the prince
gf the power of the air; and that is, becaufe of the:
influence he has over mankind in general, and the:
ufe he makes of the dazling vanities and allure-
ments of this world, to attain and preferve that in-
fluence. '

4. Accordingly the expreflion here ufed is
more properly tranflated the god of this age, i. e..
of the people of this world, or of mankind while
the period of this world lafts. And furely, in
order to juftify the apoftle’s manner of fpeaking,
it is not neceflary to fuppofe that the people of this

, warld

~
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world build temples tofatan, or pay him a folemn
and formal worthip (though even that has not
been wanting.) But as Jehovah is called the
Gop of his people, becaufe they are his Jubjects,
obedient to his will and devoted to his fervice ; fo,
for the fame reafon is fatan called the Gop of this
world.  Mankind, in general, obey and ferve him,
and he reigns in and over them with all authority,
They willingly commit fin,. and therefore they are
of the devil : His /e/;vants they are, becaufe
they obey him, and from him muft expe to receive
their wages. They lie in wickednefs (Gr. in the
hw;xélked one) and fhall have their partion with

And this is the cafe of all who believe not,
who have not that faith in this gofpel whereof
cometh falvation. For the apoftle tells us in our
text, that fatan hath blinded the minds of them
that believe not, and elfewhere thathe worketh (Gr.
worketh with energy, with mighty power) in the
€hildren of difabedience, or (as the ward may be
properly rendered) of unbelief. And who thefe
ar¢ we were 2dly to confider.

And 1, That all infidels, who.do not acknow-
Tedge Jefus of Nazareth to be the Son of Gop
am% the Saviour of the world, nor admit the Chrifs
tian revelation to be of Gob, are of the number
of thofe that belicve not, will not be denied by
any, who know any thing even of the theory of
religion. That the devil (how little foever they
may think they have to do with him, though they
may utterly deny his very exiftence, and be con-
fident there is no fuch being in nature, yet (I fay
that fatan) hath blinded thesr minds, and works
in them with mighty power, with uncontrouled
authority, we are well affured. It is fomething
amazing, and what excites one’s compaffion ra-
ther than provokes one’s indignation, to hear thefe

creatures
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creatures boaft of their fuperior knowledge, and
to fee them value theinfelves upon their free think-
ing, unbiafled (they fuppofe) by popular preju-
dices ; while they are in reality blinded by the
%od of this world, and led captive by the devil at

is will, the very bond-flaves of ‘fatan and dupes
of a vain and dcluded mind. Surely one muft
pity the infatuation of thefe

¢ Pompous fons of reafon idoliz’d
¢¢ And vilified at once ; of reafon dead
¢¢ Tuen dcified, as mcnarchs were of old;”

. Who as a punifhment for . their pride and felf
conceit and becaufe they receive not the love of the
truth that they might be [aved, are givenup to
Sirong delufions to believe a lie, that they may all
be damped who do not obey the truth, but have plea-
Jure in unrighteoufnefs. They- pretend indeed a
regard for truth, and plead ftrongly their right to-
think for themfelves (a right which no-body will
wifh to deny thems but alas! as Dr. Young:
© juitly obferves, .

¢ While love of truth thro’ all their camp tefouhdé;.

¢« Spike up their inch of reafon on the point
¢ Of philofophic wit, call’d argument ;

¢ And then, exulting in their tager, cry

¢¢ Behold the fun! and, Indian like, adore.

Lightis come inta they world, but they love darknefs
rather than light, becaufe their deeds are evil.

2. But not only thofe, whoreject the Chriftian
revelation altogether, come under the character of
them that believe not : thofe alfo muft be confidered
as included under the fame denomination, who
tho’ they admit the gofpcl to be of divine authority,,
yet negle& or renounce fome of its principal pri-
vileges, and perhaps ridicule and reproach thc;{e.

wio

They draw pride’s curtain o’er thé noon-tideray,.
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who profefs to receive them, as enthufiafts and fa~
natics. For inftance: If the gofpel indeed offer
pardon of fin and acceptance with Gop, through
the rightecufnefs of Clirift, together with the Holy
Ghott to feal thofe bleflings upon our hearts and
enable us to walk worthy of them ; then all who
deny, or neglet the infpiration of the Holy Spirit,
and the knowledge of falvation by the forgivenefs of
Jins, do in effect deny and neglect the gofpel itfelf,
- and are therefore undoubtedly blinded by the god
of this world, and to be ranked among thofe that
believe not.  Yea, and
. 3dly. We muft give the fame appellation to
all who reft without faving faith : the faith which
is not only an affent to, and a convidtion of the
truths of the gofpel ; butalfo a dependance on its -
promifcsy and an bearty acceptance of its privileges :
the faith which, befides a perffiafion of what the
gofpel reveals in general, impliesYurther, an entire
approbation of, and. hearty acquiefcence in the
plan of falvation by Chrift inpgfticular : the faith
which is both the evidence 5/‘- things not feen and
the fubfifience of things koped for ; whereby we are
both aflured of things fpiritual and eternal, and
anticipate the enjoyment of things heavenly and
divine, already poflefing an earnc/f of our future
inheritance in our hearts. He that thus believeth
with his heart unto righteoufncfsy certainly hath
eternal life, hath a title to it and aforetafte of it, for
through Chrift all that believe are juftified from all
things, and receive the promife of the Spirit thre”.
Saith. But he that doth not thusbelieve, but refts
futisfied without this faith, bath not life, but the
wrath of God abideth on him, he remains in that
wretched ftate of fin, and guilt, and wrath in which
he was by nature, unreftored, unforgiven; having’
afuperadded condemnation for negleting fo great
falvation as is offered through the Mediator. The
i gofpel,
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gofpef, which is only the power of God unts falva-
tion to Rim that believeth, is hid to him, and he is
loft. .

I now proceed to fhew (as was propofed)

3dly. How fatan blinds the minds of thofe that
delieve not, fo as to keep them fhut up in unbelief
and prevent the glorious gofpel of Chrif? from fhin-
ing unto them, that they may be faved.

. 1. Thegod of this world knows that the gof-
pel will only be heartily and thankfully received
(and to receive it otherwife is not to receive it
at all) by thofe who know its worth and their
want of it; and that only thofe can know this
who are deeply concerned for the falvation of their-
Touls. ‘This therefore is his fir/? point, to keep
mankind unconcerned about their falvation. With
this view he labours to conceal from them the
vanity of the world with all that it contains, its
unfatisfatory nature and fhort duration. He
contrives to engage and entangle them in fuch
a multiplicity of bufinefs, to charm and ftupify
them withfuch a viciflitude of pleafures, to divert .
and entertain them with fuch a variety of amufe~
ments, that they have neither leifure, power, nor
inclination for any ferious refletion, on the im-
portance of things eternal.

2. Impelled by an unfeen force (of which they
are infenfible, nay, which they are taught to deny
and ridicule) they fly from the exchange to the
tavern, from the tavern to the play, and from the
play to intemperance and debauchery : They drive
furioufly from merchandife to company, from
company to excefs, from excefs to the ftupidity of
{leep, and in the mean time forget they are only
wandering from vanity to vanity, and prove by
this reftlefs toil and labour that this world is not
theirreft. Or, if onfome occafion a conviction
of this forces itfelf upon their minds, and

“Kind
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. sememmm ¢ Kind experience cries,
¢ There’s nothing here but what as nothing weighs,™

They fummon up all their courage and exclude
the thought as an intruding tyrant, come to tor-
ment them before the time. ‘Fhey run round and
tound in the circle of bufinefs, pleafure and amufe-
ment, only intent on what is beneath their feet,
“or eager to catch the delufive phantom, which,
perpetually dancing before them, craftily entices-
thém forward ; and in the mean time, they do not
(by faith) obferve the melting elements, the
quaking earth, the falling ftars, the darkened fun,
the departing heavens, and the defcending triumph
-of the viGtorious Son of Gob, who ere long will
command, “ Bring forth thefe mine enemies who
would not that I thould reign over them and flay
them before me.” '
3. Day pafles after day, week after week, mont
after month, and year after year, and they draw
near the chambers of death, the repofitories of all
living ; where ftrit juftice will examine and
almighty wrath punifh, with unrelenting fury their
wicked impertinence and trifling ; yet ftill they
go on in the fame filly purfuit, unconcerned and
unreformed, as if life would always laft and the
were not “accountable for their condu&, or asif
this world were their only portion, and while en-
deavouring to fecure it, they were rationaily em-
ployed. Time flies, and ¢ on his broad pinions,
fwifter than the wind,” bears them rapidly along
towards the confines of a boundlefs eternity, into
which he refigns them for their blifs or woe, end-
lefs and extreme, according to their prefent be-
haviour : But they are thoughtlefs amidit it all,
amufed and entertained with the objects they mieet,
with in their fpeedy courfe : Or luiled intoa fata]
flumber by the cven aﬁxd infeénfible motion, they
do

’
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do not awake to fober recolleGtion, till, caft down
the fteep precipice of death, they are fhocked to
find themfelves falling, beyond recovery, into a
boundlefs eternity.

4. Thus (as our poet beautifully defcribes it)

¢ Life fpeeds away
¢« From point to point tho’ feeming to ftand ftill :
¢ The canning fugitive is fwift by ftealth !
¢¢ Too fubtile 1s the movement to be feen ;
¢ But foon maa’s hour is up and we are gone!”’ -

Life is all trifled away and the great bufinefs of
life is left undone: We fland all the day idle and
neglect to work in the vineyard, #i// the night of
death cometh wherein no man can work. We are
hurried out of this world before we well confider
why we were fent into it, and furprized into ano-
ther, before we have made any preparation for
a favourable reception or comfortable abode there.
We enter upon an eternal ftate of exiftence, for
the boundlefs and everlafting demands of which,
we have made no provifion, have laid up no trea-
fure. 'We have {quandered away our talents in
fin and folly, neglected to pay the debt of wifdom,
and now are become bankrupts : the juftice of
Gonb arrefts us, and we are delivered into the
power of malicious tormentors, to be confined in
the dark prifon of hell, till we fball pay the utter-
moft farthing. :

-§5. Now fatan has an hand in all this. Thro*
his influence it is (inwardly upon the mind or
outwardly upon the fenfes) that the flight of time
is not difcerned, and,

¢« We {carce believe we’reolder for our years:

¢ That all mackind miftake their time o’ day,
¢ Even age itfelf: Frefh hopes are hourly fown
“¢¢ In furrow’d brows. So gentle life’s defcent,
¢ We fhut our cyes and think it is a plain.”

-

He
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I engages our attention by the objedls of
fenfe, draws the veil of unbelief betwixt us and
eternity ; and left that fhould not fuffice, left the
merciful arrows of convition, taken from the
quiver of the gofpel and levelled at the heart by
the fpirit of truth, fhould penetrate that veil, he
further obfcures our profpeét with the fumes of
pleafure, and clouds of prejudice, arifing from
unruly paffions and appetites, immerfed in fenfual
gratifications.

6. But 2dly, if, notwithftanding all his care to
keep us quiet and infenfible, the gracious beams
of divine light find their way to our minds, thro
all intervening obftacles, and difturb our flumbers
if we are roufed from our lethargy and awakenegd
to adeep fenfe of the importance of falvation, fully
refolving to mind the one thing needful : then fa-
tan, craftily yielding where he can no longen
withftand, perfuades us to defer to.a more con-
venient feafon, what, he-grants it is reafonable we
thould one day attend tos  “ By and by (he art-
fully infinuates) we fhall be in a better fituation,
have fewer hindrances and more helps in religious
matters, and {hall find it lefs difficult to enfure an
bappy eternity. At prefent we have fome bufinefs
of confequence to tranfat, fome engagements to
fulfil, fome affairs to fettle which do not well con~
fift with religion. Befides it will be better to
change our condult by degrees, and not all at
once; to flide into ferioufnefs imperceptibly ; for -
by this means we fhall avoid the ridicule of our
companions and be lefs liable to the charge of
hypocrify, enthufiafm, or melancholy.” And we
have time enough upon our hands, are in good
health, younger than many of our neighbours who
sre as carelefs as we, and arelikelyto live yet many
years. Gonb is merc]i:f’ul and will pardon us, tho”

2. on
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on a death-bed, and receive us to work in his
vineyard evenat the eleventh hour.”

7+ Thus our fly adverfay too often prevails,
@nd what we cannot but purpofe we poftpone.
We ftill refolve to be very religious, but not yet.
At fome future period, we cannot pofitively fay
when, we intend to be very good, very exemplary,
‘vea burning and fhining lights. And it is well

. ¥ we are nota little vain on this account, proud
“of our future goodnefs !

“¢ We pay ourfelves the compliment to think

¢ We one day fhall not drivel, and our pride,

¢ On this reverfion, takes up ready praife,

#¢ Atleaft our own ; our future felves applauds 3
£¢ How excellent that life we ne’er fhall lead !

Inthe mean time he craftily keeps out of fight
éhe uncertainty of life and the. certainty of death.
We forget that our breath is in our noftrils, and
&het we may, like many of our friends and neigh-
bours, be hurried hence at a moment’s warning :
that we may never live to fee that future period we
build our everlafting all upon, no, nor one future
kour: but fuppofe we fhould, that Gop may then
Juftly deny that graee to affift us (and without it we
¢an do nothing) which was before offesed, and
¥ajeted-or abufed. But proceeding on falfe prin<
@iples, we take for granted what ought firft to be
proved, and rely upon that as certain which is, of
all things, the.moft uncertain.  Perbaps we may
live till to-morrow, perbaps Gop may then vouch=
fafe us his grace and therefore we will defer our
repentance for the prefent,

—miones €€ Om this perbaps,
¢ This per-adventure, infamous for lies,
¢ As on a rock of adamant, we build
< Our mountain hopes : Spin our eternal {chemes,
¢ And, big with life’s futurities, expire.

8. And
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8. And not only the young or the middle-aged;
the Q/d too, come under this condemnation.—
Though they have already grieved and quenched
the fpirit fo often, that they have great reafon to
think he will foon bid them a final farewell, if he
have not even now actually done it; though they
have already arrived at the utmoft boundaries of
man’s life, at the very margin of the Erave, and
are tottering over it through age and infirmity, in.
danger of being fuddenly tumbled in by the ftroke
of afflition, and covered up by the command of
death : yet even they think it is time enough yet;
and feebly mutter (being now unable to fpcak
plain) fomething about repenting hereafter. Tho™
opprefled with the burthen of years, bowed down
with infirmity and weakened with pain, they
doatingly fuppofe they fhall, by and by, do the bu-
finefs of eternity, run the Chriftian race, and
work out their own falvation:—Though their
fight is dimmed by age and beclouded with difeafe,,
fo that they cannot fee what is at hand ; though
all their faculties are weakened ; yet. they fom%ly
imagine they. difcern, in profpe&t, months and
¥ears of leifure, health and eafe which they will
pend for Gap and tneir fouls. Thus, '
¢¢ The hoary-fool,. who all his days
-¢¢ Hath laboured with continued forrow,,
¢ Yet flill goes on and fondly lays
¢ The defperate bet upon zo-morrow :
¢¢ To-morrow comes ; ’tis noon ;—’tis night =
« This day like all the former flies ;
¢ Yet on he goes to feck delight
¢ To-morrow ;—tilt to-night he dies.””

o But 3dly, If we are fo awakened, by the
grace of Gop, to a fenfe of the abfolute impor-
tance of things eternal, that we refolve to devote '
ourfelves to him ; and fo convinced of the fhort- -
nefs and. uncertainty of time, that we determine

‘ o
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te delay no longer ;—then fatan’s next aim mmuft
be to prevent our finding the only way of falvation’
and to put us upon a wrong road. For this pur<
pofc he diverts our attention from the fpirituality,
sbligation and extent of thelawof Gobp, the uni~
werfal, conflant and perfevering obedience it re .
quires, and the dreadful . punithment it threatens
o all the violators of it; in order that, not com~
pparing our hearts and lives with it, we mgIX re~
‘main ftrangers to our guilt and weaknefs. Thus,
‘he knows, we fhall continue ignorant of our want
-of the gofpel, and fo fhall be hindered from em=
bracing its glorious privileges.

10. For notfeeing our irany, greatand aggra-
vated iniquities, we muft be infeniible of the guile
‘we have contratted, the punifhment we have de-
ferved, and our own utter inability to make any
“fatistaltion for our fins, or to avert the impending

“muin. Thuswe cannotdifcern our want of the ator=
ing blood and perfet righteoufnefs of theappointed
Mediator in order to our juftification before Gop.
Hence, it is no wonder, if we imitate the Jews
-of old, who had zeal for Gody but not according te
knowledge; for being tgnorant of God’s righteoufnefs,
and going about to eftablifh their own righteoufnefs,
they did not fubmit themfelves to the righteoufnefs
of God. Again, not feeing the depravity of our
mature and the -neceflity of a change (becaufe
without holinefs no'man fhall fee the Lord) or not
knowing our own infufficiency for any thing that
is good, we muft be unacquainted with our need
of that fpirit of holinefs and power, which God
hath promifed in the gofpel. Hence it is no
wonder if, baving a form of godlin;ﬁ, we deny the
pawer of ity if having a name to live, we remain
Aead : it is no wonder, if we put confidence in the
fiefh, lean to our own underftanding, truft in our
own frength, apd perifh at Jaft without remed -

L II.
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11. Thus many who havebeen open finners,’
reft in a mere outward refqrmation, lopping off
fome ‘of the branches of fin, while they leave,
not only the roots deeply fixed in the ground of
their hearts, as with bands of iron andbrafs; but
alfo the unwieldy ftock not hewn down; I mean
their ftubborn wil/ fhill unfubdued by grace, ftill
proud and refractory, and bent upon ferving the
world and themfelves. And thus others, who
have not been netorious finners, content them-
felves with this confideration,  that they are not
fo bad as many of their neighbours, and, if we
are not faved (fay they) what will become of the.
generality of the world.”  And thus daubing the
corrupted wall of their depraved nature with the
untempered mortar of felf-righteoufnefs, the
vainly fuppofe it can ftand the fhock of death and
judgment, when it is ready to fall at every thurft
of adverfity, or breeze of temptation } '
~ 12. Many hawever (blefled be Gop) do not
fall by this ‘fnare, but in fpite of fatan and his
devices, are convinced of f{in and its dreadful
‘confequences.— It would now be in vain for the
god of this world to attempt perfuading thefe, that
they may fafely defer the concerns of their fouls
to a yet future period. 'They fee and feel to their
forrow, that they have already trifled too long, and
greatly endangered, if not altogether precluded
their falvation. They tremblé to think, how the.
axe of Gop’s juftice was laid to the root of their
barren fouls, and how narrowly they efcaped being
cut down, as cumberers of the ground ; a punifh=
rhent they well deferved.  They are afhamed and
confounded under a fenfe of ‘their fin and ingrati-
tude, when they confider how long they have rob-
bed him of their bodies and fouls, their time and
talents, from whom they received all, and to
b - whofe
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~ whofe:fervice all ought to have been conftantly

devoted. They are diftrefled at their folly and:
madnefs, when they reflet, how many years they-
have thoughtlefsly wandered to and fro throug
the earth, fecking reft but finding none, vainly ex-
pecting that happinefs from the world which is to
be found in Gop alone; fhunning religion as a
wretched and melancholy thing, whereas they now
fee it is the only fource of true and lafting felicity.
And fhall they ftill goon adding one degree of fin
and ingratitude, folly and madnefs to another?
No, this they dare not do; nor can all fatan’s
power or policy fhake their fixed refolution, formed.
in the ftrength of Jehovah, no more to tread in.

eir former fteps.

13. He does not however yet give them up,
does not delpair of working their ruin after all.
But he takes a new courfe and alters the plan of
his operations. Before, he endeavoured to de-
firoy them by pnﬁ{nption,, and delays: now his
aim is to effect the fame purpofe by dejecZion, and
defpondency. He fuggefts therefore that their fins
are toomany and great to be forgiven; that theig
fouls are too depraved ever to be reftored, and toa
much enflaved to the power of evil habits ever to
be delivered. Knowing their regard to the word
of Gon,he labours to countenance his tempta-
tions with its authority, that they may have the
greater influence. < You have blafphemed (he
argues) againft the Holy Ghoft, and therefore
muft expect no forgivenefs, neither in this world
nor in thatavhich is to come..  You might indeed
once have found mercy, butitis now too late : you
have finned fo long, fo much, fo prefumptuouily,
in defpite of fo many invitations, warnings, pro~
mifes, threatnings, which ought to have led you
to repentance, that you muft now expect judg-

meng



[ 41 ]

ment without mercy.”” ¢ Becaufe he called and
you refufed, he ftretched out hishands and you did
not regard, therefore he alfo now laughs at your ca-
lamity and mocks when your fear is come. When.
your fear is come as defolation—when diftrefs and
angtifh is come upon you, you may indeed call,
but he will not anfwer, you may feek him early,
but you fhall not find him. For that you hated
knowledge and did not chufe the fear of the Lord :
you would none of his counfel, and defpifed all his
reproof ; therefore you fhall eat the fruit of your:
own way, and be filled with your own devices.”
« Witheut holinefs no man fhall fee the Lord.
And are you holy? Alas! you are altogether pol-
luted, and whe can bring a clean thing out of an
unclean? As foon might the Ethiop change his
tkin or the leopard his fpots, as you, accuftomed
to do evil, learn to_do well : For the {pirit has
done ftriving with you, and you are now left te
the hardnefs of your heart, and givenup to are-
probate mind.” . )
" 14. By thefe and fuch like ﬁngc&ions fatan
fornetimes prevails, and the poer foul, giving up
all for loft, finks down into dejeGion and defpair,
not daring to rely on thefaithful premifes of Gop
through Chrift. Fearing, however, left if they
ftill continue feafible of the deep importance of
fulvation, ‘and defirous to obtain it, though at pre-
fent without hope, they may, fome way or othery
hereafter meet with .that enceuragemient, which’
mow they cannot fiad ; to prevent this and infure
their damnation, the enemy labours to drown
them in fenfuality and vice, or to bury them in
bufinefs and care ; and fometimes (though lefs
frequently, becaufe he is not permitted) to drive
them into diftraGtion, madnefs and felf-murder.
15. He fuggefts therefore, ¢ Since no atten~

tion, defire or diligence of yours can alter the
' decree
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decree which is already gone out againft you,
wiy fhould you torment yourfelf before the time 2
why fhould you make ypurfelf miferable by think-
.ing one moment about death or eternity? Nay,
rather banifh all thoughts about thefe things,
which onlyferve to diftrefs you and enjoy life while
it lafts. %'ou can but go to hell afier all, and go
to hell youmuiftas it is, if indeed there is an hell..
But (headds)who knows whether or rio thereis any
fuch place; perhaps your body and foul die together
and fhall never more exift : And why fhould you
venture a certainty for an uncertainty ! Let fools
and fanatics do this : But be you wife for your~
felf. Atall hazards enjoy the prefent,.let what
will come of the future. But in fact (proceeds
he) the future is out of the queftion, it is no=
thing to you: perhaps it is all mere imagination,.
but if not, it is certain you have no intereft there..
‘T'he prefent world is your all: therefore, enjoy
and make the moft ofit: Eat, drink, and be mer-.
ry, this even, Solomon tells you, is your portion
shan which there is nothing Yetter for a many in
the days of his, life which God giveth bim under the
Jun.  Go thy way then (fays he)eat thy bread with.
Joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart; let
thy garments be always white, and let thy bead lack-
no ointment.  Live joyfully with the woman whom:
thou loveft all the days of thy vanity, for #hat is thy
portion in this life, and in thy labour which thow
takeft under the {?m.,”

- 15. Thus this old ferpent, long experienced:
in the arts of feduCtion, craftily interweaves his

nets with threads of fcripture, forced from their

natural fenfe and mifreprefented, that he may the-
more eafily infnare and detain in his power un-
_waryfouls. Not being acquainted with his de-.
vices, they are too often caught in them. So
filent and natural are bis fuggeftions that they
: ; miftake

te
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thiftake them for the mere operations of their own
minds, and never fufpect he has any hand in them,
and {o plaufible and fhrewd are his reafonings, that
they yield to them with little or no relutance.
Indeed if they confidered and prayed to the Father
of lights for the illumination of his fpirit, they
would foen difcover the fallacy of his arguments,
but not confidering, or trufting to their own un-
derftanding, the grand deceiveris too cunning for
them, and accemplithes their ruin ere they are
aware, -

17. This however (blefled be God) is enly the
cafe with very few that are convinced of fin. The
generality (we have reafon to believe) of penitent
and broken hearted {inners are enabled to withftand
in the evil day, to refift the devil and he flees from
them. Laying hold on the fhield of faith,( offered
them by Gop whofe gift it is) the%r3 repel his fiery
darts and are preferved unhurt. By a faith of the
operation of Gop, they fce and are perfuaded that
the blood of Chrift cleanfeth from all fin : that, thro’
it, God is faithful and juft to forgive us our fins,
and even to cleanfe us from all unrighteoufnefs.
They fee that in Chrift all fulnefs dwells, that his
graceis b/i{ﬁicie-nt  for them and through this ffrength-
ening them, they can do all things, can overcome
the world, the fleth and the devil, cleanfe them-
- felves from all filthinefs of flefh and [pirit, and per-
:;Ieﬂ b{;imﬁ z'nﬁ;be fe¢£ {/(jG?oa’. They believe 4e is
able tofave to the uttermoff all that come unto God
by him, and that whofoever cometh unto him he will
an no wife caft out. They therefore apply to him
and truft their guilty, depraved and wretched
{ouls- to his care, and it is done unto them ac-
cording to their faith. They find redemption in
his blood, the forgivene[s of fins, they ave accepted
4n the beloved : they receive the fpirit of adoption,
whereby they cry « Abba Father,” and the frui;sf
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of this fpirit are bwe, joy, and peace, holinefs and
happinefs, a preparation for and an earneft of eter-
nal life. Thus notwith{tanding all fatan’s efforts.
to the contrary, the gofpel fbines unto them and they
are enlightened by 1t, enlightened with the /ight
of life, the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Cbr;'/l Fefusy and walking in the light, as
be is 1n the light, they expe&t, in the way of uni-
verfal holinefs, an admiflion into thofe heavenly
manfions, where the Lord will be their everlafling
light, and their God their glory. . :
1. And now, my brethren, having pointed out
unto you- fome of thofe nrany devices, whereby
-fatan Zeguiles unwary fouls, let me befeech you to
confider whether you are enfnared by him? Do
not rafhly conclude you are not till you have
thoroughly examined yourfelves as to all the par-
ticulars mentioned above., And remember, if
that gofpel which you have heard has not proved
the power of God unto your falvation from the
guilt and dominion of fin ; you are to this day, in
one refpect or other, enfnared by him. May you
lay this confideration to heart with the ferioufnefs
its importance demands ! Per{uaded if the gofpel
continue to be hid to you, you will be eternally
loft, may you never reft till it fo fhine unto you
that you are enlightened by it weth the light of lifé)!
Being awakened to a deep fenfe of yourloft eftate,
and engaged now, without delay, # acquaint your-
'/;Zf with God and be at peace, may it pleafe the Fa~
ther to bring you into the right way and reveal
kis fon in you 3 that he being made of Gob unto
you wifdom, righteoufnefs, [anéiification and re-
demption, you may efcape every fnare of the devily
ftand againft all his wiles, overcome to the end, and
at laft be crowned .as conquerors !

FINTIS,



