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SERMON L

z Cor. J^. and 3,- 4..

But if our Go/pel be hidy it is hid to themjhat

are loft, in whom the God of this world hath

Minded the minds of them that believe not,

leji the light of the glorious Gospel of Cbriji

{who is the image ofGod) Jhouldsnine unto them*

i. yt Moment's reflection upon die preceding

verses,- with which this passage of scrip

ture is closely connected, will cast much light up

on it and assist us to understand its purport- The

apostle, in the foregoing chapter, having drawn

a comparison between the gospel and die law, the

Christian and Mosaic ceconomy, and shewn the

superiority of the former to the latter, proceeds

in the beginning of this chapter to speak of the

conduct of. himself- and his fellow apostles, who

Were entrustedwith the dispensation ofthis gospel..

2, Seeing then (says he) we have received this

ministry^ a ministry so superior to that wherewith

Moses vigis entrusted,.more excellent in its nature

and more beneficial in its effects,- transforming all

who receive it into the image of God as tse

have obtained mercy to be accounted faithful, as

God has in. mercy accepted us as his servants

in the in ths gospel and supported us in our

work we faint not, are not dilcouraged, do

riot desist from the glorious enterprize : But

have renounced the hidden things of di/hone/ly>

whatever a person has need to hide or be ashamed.

of ; not walking in craftiness, not making use of

guile,. fraud or low cunning, nor handling the word

• - A 2. of
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tf God deceitfully, not corrupting it with impure

mixtures of our own (as vintners do their wines)

not adding to it, diminishing from it, nor striving

to accommodate it to the taste of our hearers :

but by manifestation of the truth., by speaking the

whole truth clearly and plainly, commending our

selves to every man's conscience, appealing to the

consciences of sinners for the truth of what we

fay, or rather addressing ourselves to their con

sciences, aiming principally to convince and

awaken these ; and all this in the fight of God,

knowing he is a witness to our behaviour in

his work and will shortly call us to give an ac

count, and therefore desiring to approve ourselves

to him*

3. But if notwithstanding the excellency of

the doctrine we teach and the plain, clear and

powerful manner in which we deliver ourselves

j»ur gospel also (for so it should be translated) as

well as the law, be hid, (Gr. veiled or conceal

ed as the face of Moses by the veil, to which

he alludes) it is hid to them that are loss, in

whom the God of this world hath blinded the

minds of them that believe not, kjl the light of

the glorious gospel of ChristJhould shine unto them.

The Jews in general were ignorant of the law

and their ignorance was attended with the most

fetal consequences ; yet still they might have been

taved by becoming acquainted with the gospel ;

but if they were strangers to the gospel also,

there was no remedy for them, but they were lost

without hope of recovery. The fame is affirm

ed concerning all mankind in general, as Well as

the Jews in particular. If any child of man to

whom the gospel is plainly and powerfully preached

(for what have we to do to judge those that are

without ?) still remain ignorant of its nature and

unexperienced in its effects, the apostle pronounces
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in the most express terms that he is loft, lost now

and in the way to be lost for ever.

4. Surely then it highly concerns us to whom

this gospel is preached, thoroughly to understand

it and experience its efficacy, and to be well assured

that we do so : Surely if we are wife we shall not

rest upon an uncertainty here, shall not satisfy

ourselves with any thing fliort of a clear assurance

that we are savingly acquainted with the gospel

of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.—Now

with a view to assist you in this most important

matter, I beg your candid and serious attention

while I enquire into

I. The nature and design of the gospel.

II. The consequences of being ignorant of it.

III. The reason why, notwithstanding "these

consequences, so many remain unacquainted

with it.

And first, I am to enquire into the nature and

design of the gospel of Christ.

1. It is well known that the Greek word which

we translate gospel, means " good news'" or.

" glad tidings" Such the gospel undoubtedly is

to every child of man ; glad tidings of great joy

are rightly informed concerning it, who know its

worth and their want of it. And if any son or

daughter of Adam do not account the gospel glad

tidings, the reason is, they are ignorant of it.

For it .is tidings of eyes to the blind, feet to

the lame, health to the sick ; tidings of light

to them that sit in darkness, of strength to such as

are weak and helpless, of liberty to those bound

in misery and iron, and of pardon and life to per

sons condemned to die. In other words, it is

tidings of forgiveness of sins, of holiness, and of
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heaven to such as are notoriously guilty, utterly

depraved and altogether hell-deserving ; tidings

of the highest honour and most consummate hap

piness to persons funk into the greatest depth of

infamy and wretchedness. In the gospel we learn.

that Gad hath visited and redeemed his people, and.

hath raised up an horn of salvation- far us in the

house of David his servant—-salvation from our

enemies andfrom the hand of all that hate us, that

we might serve him withoutfear in righteousness. .

and holiness before him all the days of our life. In

short by the gospel glory is brought to God in the

highest, peace is proclaimed upon earth, and the

good-will of heaven is manifested to men for it

discovers to us a Saviour who is Christ the Lord,t

divinely appointed and sufficiently qualified to

rescue fallen manfrom sin and misery and reinstate.

him in the favour and image of Goo*.

2. But I must be a little more particular. The

whole gospel proceeds on this supposition that man

kind are in a fallen state, that they have lost the

favour and image of God and are by nature ig-.

norant, sinful, guilty and helpless : that there is

none that understandeth, that all have finned, and

comeshort of the glory of God, that the whole world

are guilty before God, and that we are all without

strength. On. this foundation the gospel is built :.

Take away this and it has nothing to support it^.

Peny the fall of man, his^priginal depravity, the

one source of all his actual traasgrestions, and

you deny the whole gospel of Christ, all that de

serves the name of gospel or glad tidings. For

sure to deny that we are sick is to. deny we have^

any need of a physician ; and if we are not guilty

and condemned, he does but insult us who. offers

us a pardon. Let then the secret infidels of our

day speak out ; let them tell us in plain.terms

that they disbelieve the gospel of Christ ; let them

openly.
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openly avow their sentiments and reject Christi

anity. altogether: This would be acting a far

more honourable part (and they too are men of

honour 1} -than under colour of friendship and

with professions of regard, flyly to stab it in the

dark and cowardly to endeavour . that in secret

which they dare not attempt openly.

:\ j.-.Takingit for granted then^ that mankind are

iost, the gospel proposes their restoration. It is

exactly suited . to our case : it is just such a dis

pensation aS-we". Want : it is a remedy every way

.adequate to our disease. It offers us. all that we

lost in.Adam, and much more. than we ever had.

It shews us. howwe may escape sin, and death,

and hell,. and .how . we .may recover holiness and

.heaven, the favour and image of God here, and

.the enjoyosertt of his glory for . ever hereafter. .

i -4.. But all this will appear more manifest if we

.consider, a little, the short but full account the

apeftle has given us of the gospel in the preceding

.chapter where he compares it with the law. ver. 9

he-calls the Lawj the ministration of tondemnation^

.and the gospel the ministration of righteousness.

By the law there, he principally means the moral

.law which alone was written and. engraven on

Jionesj ver. 7 ) . and this he call the ministration of

.condemnation because it condemns mankind for

their violation of .it. t . Had we observed and kept

.it in all points, at. all times and in all respects,

perfectly, universally and constantly, instead of

condemning) :. if -'Would /have acquitted < and re

warded us : For the law faith He that doeth

these things . Jhall live by them. But because

we have ail violated it ; in: one or more points

{and: fie > .that offends though only in one point

is guilty of all) therefore it condemns us all. And

hence the apostle declares, as many as are of the

teor&s of the law (expect salvation by the merit of

(works
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Dorics) are under the curse, for it is written cursed

is every one that tontinueth not in all things

which are written in the book of the law to do them,

5. Such is the condition of all men by nature.

All havingfinned and comeJhort of the glory of God,

.a.11 are guilty before God, children of wrath, and

under sentence of condemnation to the second

death, the lake that burneth withfire and brim-

Jlone. And the law, considered in itself, in its

precepts and penalties, knows no mercy but

denounces judgement without mercy. It pro

vides no way of escape. But the gospel does :

it is a ministration of righteousness : it shews us

how we may be pardoned and accepted consist

ently with the justice and truth of God ; how we

may be delivered from the curse of the law and

yet the authority of it be preserved inviolate.

Therein the dayfiarfrom on high hath visited us

to give light to us whofat in darkness and in the

Jhaddow ofdeath and to guide our feet in the paths

of peace. For therein the righteousness of God

is revealedfrom faith tofaith, God's method of

justifying sinners by faith in the righteousness of

Christ. Therein we learn that God made Christ

fin (or a sin-offering) for us, though he knew no

Jin, that we might be made the righteousness of God

in him : that God hathset him forth to be a propiti

ation throughfaith in his blood, to declare his righte

ousness (both justice and mercy) for the remission of

fins that are pasl : that Chriji hath redeemed us

from the curse of the law, being made a cursefor us.

Hence it is that, notwithstanding our guilt and

impotence, we may be justifiedfreely by his grace

through the redemption that there is in Jesus ; yea

God can bejust and yet thejuslifier ofhim that be-

lieveth in Jesus, he can pardon and accept the sin

ner, without any impeachment of his diyine per

fections
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sections or any derogation from the authority of

his holy law.

6. On this ground it is, that the gospel offers

us a free, full, and universal pardon for all our

past offences. It assures us that God was in.

Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not impu

ting their trespasses to them, and that he hath com

mitted to his apostles the word of reconciliation.

They therefore, according to the commission

Christ had given them, beseeching sinners to he

reconciled to God, not only preached repentance

but also remission os fins in his name among all

nations : In his name they osfered, and that to all

without exception,

" Pardon for infinite offence! and pardon

*' By means that speak it's value infinite !

** A pardon bought with blood ! with blood divine !

" With blood divine of him we made our foe !

" Persisted to provoke! tho' woo'd and aw'd,

" Blest and chastis'd yet flagrant rebels still-!"

And in order to the enjoyment of this pardon,

required nothing of mankind but repentance to

wards God, and faith, living faith in the Lord Je

sus Christ, both which they represented as the

gifts of God. For, with the prophets they bort

"witness that ifwe draw nigh to God he will drav)

nigh to us, and that whosoever believeth in Christ

doth receive the forgiveness offins ;. yea that by

him all who believe are justifiedfrom all things.

Thus we fee it is clearly revealed and expressly

declared in the gospel, that because of what Christ

hath done and suffered, the moment v/e truly be

lieve on him (viz. with a penitent and loving

heart) God is merciful to our unrighteousness and

ourfins and iniquities he remembers no more. He

treats us as though we had never offended, accepts

us through the beloved into the number of his

B children
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children, and we receive the promise of the,spirit

through faith, even the spirit of adoption whereby

we cry, Abba Father.

7. This leads me to speak of another principal

blessing of the gospel concerning which also we

are informed in the former chapter, ver. 7, the

apostle calls the law the minijlration of death, ver.

8, the gospel the minstration of the spirit. He

calls the law the ministration of death, and not

only because it condemned wilful transgressors to

temporal death, and condemns us all to the second

death ; but also because in consequence ofour vio

lation of it we are deprived of union with God,

in which our spiritual life as much consists, as our

natural life in the union of soul and body. Our

fins have separated between us and our God ;

we are alienated from the life of God, and of con

sequence are spiritually dead, dead in trespasses

and sins.

8. To illustrate this a little. No sooner has the

foul left the body than natural life is at an end.

The body has no longer any sensibility of pleasure

or pain. It has no longer any sensation : it has

eyes, but fees not, ears, but hears not. It has no

longer any power ; it cannot move, or act, or

make resistance, but may be dragged hither and

thither at will. It is helpless, tends to putrefac

tion, and is only fit to be removed out of the sight-

of the living, to whom it is now become loath

some and abominable.— In like manner, no soon

er has God left the soul than spiritual life is at an

end. The foul has no longer any sensibility of

sin, its evil nature and dreadful tendency ; any

conscious grief when overtaken by it, or joy when

preserved from it. It has no longer (if I may so

speak) any spiritual sensation : it fees not by faith

him that is invisible, hears not the voice of Christ,

nor feels the poivers of the world to come. In

other
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other words, it has no saving knowledge in divine

things, God and the things of God are con

cealed from it : It has no longer any power ; it

cannot move one step heavenward, perform any

thing properly good, or resist and conquer temp

tation ; but the devil, the world and the flesti drag

it hither and thither, at pleasure and uncontrouled.

It is helpless, corrupted by fin, filthy and polluted

and only fit to be removed out of the sight (as

it were) of an holy God, to whom it is now

become abominable and buried in the lake that

burneth with fire and brimstone.

9. In this condition the law leaves mankind.

Considered in itself,. it points us to no remedy,

but rather pronounces us incurable and our cafe

desperate. Not so the gospel :. it is a ministration.

of the spirit. It informs us of and offers to us

the holy spirit of God, whose office it is to re

store our fouls to spiritual life and heal all the

diseases which by sin we have contracted . There

in we are . told that when Christ ascended up on

high and led captivity captive, he received gifts

for meny even the rebellious, that the Lord God

might dwell among them : that in him allfulness

dwells, and that out of hisfulness we may receive

graceforgrace. Therein we are informed of the

saving grace of God appearing to all men, and of

the true light enlightening every man that comctk

into the world. And we are assured if we do not

quench this light and reject this grace, it (hall be

imparted more and more to guide,. renew and com

fort us. For in the gospel Christ offers to baptize

us with the Holy Ghost and withfire^ to live in us

that we may live also, to quicken us and raise us up

and make us fit together zvith himself in heavenly

places. He promises, if we will come to him and

drink, out ofour belly (figuratively speaking) Jlmll

flow rivers of living water, such abundance of

B 2 spiritual
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spiritual life shall we possess that it shall overflow

(as it were) for the quickening and refreshment

of others ; yea he assures us (if we ask) he will

give us living water, and that water Jhall be in us

a well of waterspringing up to life eternal. Now

all this he speaks ofthespirit which they who believe

cn him do receive, that spirit which is offered in.

the gospel and which accompanying its truths

when delivered, renders them the power of God

vntosalvation to every one that believeth.

10. By this spirit we are again united to God

and put in possession of spiritual life. Our eyes

are opened and we fee the dreadful situation we are

in by nature and practice : We discover the ruin

that hangs over our guilty heads and threatens to

bury us in eternal destruction. Ourdeafears are

unstopped and we hear the voice ofhim that raiseth

tbe dead and calleth things that are not as though

they were, calleth us to come forth out of the

grave of siti that we may live a new life, a

life hid with Chrifi in God. I mean, our under

standing is enlightened with the light of life, and

We are made acquainted with things spiritual and

divine, which while destitute of the spirit we

could not discern. Our conscience also is roused

from its lethargy and we are convinced of fin and

of righteousness. We are now no longer insen

sible of griefand pain on account of the sins we

have committed and the punishment we have de-»

served, or ofjoy and delight, op account of what

Christ hath done and suffered for us, and the

prospect of eternal glory he hath opened to our

view. But we feel the most tender and lively

affection?, excited by the things of God which

before we could contemplate with total uncon

cern.

11. The Holy Spirit has stripped sin of its

disguise, and beholding the monster in all its de

formit
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thoughts of our former danger from it, and are

distressed for our foolish and wicked intimacy

with so destructive an enemy. Holiness is now

unmasked and blooming in all its beauty, kindles

in our hearts the mostfervent love to, and inflames

our fouls with the warmest desires after, an object

so incomparably excellent and worthy of our

highest regard. We lament and are amazed at

our former indifference and resolve to make

amends (so to speak) for what is past, by the most

careful attention to and diligent endeavours after

it for the time to come. In the mean time, con

sidering his great and precious promises, which are

all gieen to us, that we may he made partakers of

the divine nature, we rejoice in hope of possessing

to our entire and endless satisfaction this holiness-

so amiable in our eyes.

12. In hope of possessing it did I fay ? Nay we

rejoice in the actual possession of it in a great

degree. For being in Christ we are new crea

tures, old things are done away and all things in us

are become new. Sin hath no dominion over us,

which in time past it had, because we are not under

the law (the covenant of works which killeth, or

the mosaic dispensation which was imperfect) but

under grace, a dispensation of pardoning mercy

which gheth life, and divine influences which

save from sin. This covenant of grace, which

is the law of the spirit of Ufefrom Chriji fesus,

hath made usfree from the law offin and death :

and being hereby made free from fin, we become

servants to God, bearfruit unto holiness and the end

is everlasting life.. For through a faith of the

operation of God (the grand means of sanctifi-

cation as well as justification) being persuaded of

God's true and faithful promises, and relying upon

him for the accomplishment of them, we derive

B 3 the



C 14 J

the spirit of life, of light and power into our fouls

and assisted by his all .sufficient grace, we~ckanse

ourselves from all pithiness of flejh . andspirit and

perfcH holiness in thefear of God.—Believing we

love, and loving we obey : our obedience is sin

cere, uni versal, constant and persevering ; we pay

a due respect to all his commandments, and be

come at last holy, as he that hath called us is holy.,

in all manner of conversation andgodliness.

13. Hence that fame spirit which is our light

in darkness, our strength in weakness, our life \:\

death, our entire fanctification ; is also our suc

cour in temptation, our comfort in trouble, our

t-ue and only happiness-—We can now rejoice in

the divine favour as well as in the testimony ofour

conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity wt

have our conversation in the world. Our guilty

fears, desponding doubts, and overwhelming griefs

give place and disappear, while the comforter

shines forth, in all his radiant glory, and revives and

chears our drooping hearts. Through his agency

the fogs and mists of ignorance and error, fin and

misery, suspend their baleful influence, nay speedi

ly vanish, and light and truth, holiness and heaven

diffuse their joyous lustre throughout our souls..

He pacifies the conscience, calms the passions and

introduces into our minds, a peace which passeth.

all understanding. He inflames us with love,-

inspires with hope, and fills us with joy, even a joy

unspeakable and full of glory. By his operation

we are allured of the favour of God, adopted in

to his family and entitled to the glory and felicity

above. And though eye hath not seen nor ear

heard, neither hath it entered into the heart ofman

to conceive, what God hath prepared for them

that love him, yet because God hath revealed them

unto us by his spirit, therefore we do and must re

joice in prospect of them. We abound in hope by

- , the
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the power of the Holy Ghost, and therefore in joy j

we rejoice greatly (even though for a season, if

need be., we. are in heaviness through manifold

temptations) in expectation of soen possessing an

inheritance which is incorruptible and undefiled

and whichfadeth not away, reserved in heavenfor

us, and an earnest of which we have by the spirit

in our hearts.

14. Such are some of the happy effects pro

duced by that spirit which the gospel offer?, and

which is' the chief glory of it, its distinguishing

privilege. In this respect chiefly we discern the

superiority of the Christian to the Mosaic dispen

sation. Not but that die Holy spirit was in some

degree given under the law : undoubtedly it was :

whatever holiness or happiness the pious Israelites

possessed they owed to its influences, and very

eminent for holiness and happiness, it is manifest,

many of them were. But it was not given so

largely or so universally as since Christ's glorifi

cation, after he had finished the work which was

given him to do. This conclusion we cannot but

draw from a variety of passages in holy writ, which

it would be endless to quote on this occasion. One

I shall mention, which is so plain and express, and

full to the purpose, that it may well serve instead

of a thousand, and help us to understand others

which in different places occur upon this subject

butare less clear and determinate. John 7. 37 and

38, the apostle tells us fesusflood and cried, say

ing, is any man thirst let him come unto me and

drink; he that believeth on me, as the scripture

hath said, hath testified in many places, out of his

belly jhallflow rivers of living water. Now this

(St. John fays) he spake of the spirit which they

who believed on him were afterwards to receive^

(so the Greek,) for the Holy Ghost was not yet riven.

because Jesus was not yet glorified. From hence

it
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it is manifest, beyond all contradiction, that there

is a fense in which the spirit was not given before

Christ's glorification as it was to be given after

wards, and that this sense respects notonly or chief

ly his extraordinary and miraculous operations^

but also and especially his ordinary influences, be

cause it is promised to all believers without limi

tation, in all nations and ages.

15. One more property of the gospel, I shall

take occasion from the preceding chapter to men

tion. The apostle there, ver. 1 1, affirms of the

l«w that it was to be abolijhed, and cf the gospel

that it"remaineth. The Mosaic dispeniatiori was

of a temporary nature. and only intended to con

tinue for a time : it was to make way for and give

place to better, when in thefulness of time God

shouldfendforth his Son, born of a woman, made

under the law,: to redeem those that were under

the law that we might receive the adoption of

sons. But the gospel is an institution that shall

abide for ever. As it is the best dispensation Gon.

ever made with man, so it is the last he will ever

make. We look for none to succeed it : nay we

do not expect any alteration to be made in it. On

the contrary we are assured, it is unchangeablcin

its nature and eternal in its consequences. It is

the one fixed and unalterable way in which Gorx

will save sinners while the world stands : and all

saved in this way shall for ever rejoice in the sal

vation thus obtained. It will not only continue

with them through life, as their glory and their.

joy, but through death also. When they walk

through the valley of the (haddow of death, they

shallfear no evil, for the salvation of the gospel is

with them. This snail cause the waters of mor

tality to divide hither and thither, that they may

go through on dry land. And shall it desert them

when passed over, when in Canaan ? Oh no 1

They are then but entering upon the full enjoy

ment:
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ment of gospel blessings, the entire poflession of

their heavenly inheritance : They then receive the

end of theirfaith, thesalvation of theirfouls.

10. For life and immortality are brought to light

by the gospel. Not contented within the narrow

bounds of time, it launches out into an eternal

state and there expatiates at large. It not only

acquaints us with what (hall hereafter be transacted

within the sphere of creation and limits of time,

but it unfolds the mysteries of eternity, and

conducts our contemplations through the immen

sity of the Godhead. " It burns the present

" World, triumphs over death by a general resur-

'- rection, and opens all into an eternal state."

The restoration of those bodies to immortal life,

which were reduced to corruption and dust in the

grave ; the conflagration and dissolution of this

beautiful system of things;. the decisive trial of

men and angels at his bar, who once expiredupon

an ignominious cross between two thieves ; and

the ii.'ue of all in the everlasting destruction ofthe

finally impenitent and the eternal glory of the

righteous ; these are the important events revealed

"v . in the gospel, but which I must now forbear to

consider.

17. And now, my brethren, fay if this gospel,

so surprizing and wonderful in its discoveries ; so

deep and unlearchablein its mysteries ; so alarming

and dreadful in its threatnings ; so comforting and

delightful in its promises ; and so enriching and

ennobling in its privileges and blessings ; fay if this

gospel does not well deserve the serious attention,

diligent study and hearty reception of all !

" Wiiat heart of stone but glows at thoughts like

these ?

" Such contemplations mount us; and should mount

" The foul still higher ; and never glance on man,

" Unraptured
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" Unraptured, uninflamed ! —

" Oh! the burst gates, truih'd fting, demolisti'd

throne,

" Last gasp of vanquisti'd death ! shout earth and

heav'n,

" This sum of good to man !

Surely this gospel, so true and faithful, so just

and reasonable, so suitable and advantageous, so

excellent in itself and so beneficial to us, is well

worthy of all acceptation ! High and low, young

and old, rich and poor have equal need of it, may

be equally blest by it, and are equally concerned

to bid it a most hearty welcome ! All orders and

degrees of men should embrace this gospel with.

the utmost fervour of desire and warmth of affec

tion, the most absolute confidence and extaticjoy..

But alas ! how far is this from being the cafe !

How far are the generality, notwithstanding their

need ofthis gospel and the blessed effects it would

produce if properly received, from heartily and

chearfully embracing it ! Thousands there have

been in every age, and thousands there are in this

age, yea in this nation, who (whatever they may

pretend to the contrary) manifest by their tempers

and conduct that they are yet unacquainted with

that gospel which they profess.

Now that we may be able to judge whether

their character and conduct deserves our imitation

it is worth our while to consider, as was proposed^

II. The Consequences of rejecting or not be

ing savingly acquainted with the gospel.

I . Upon this head little need be said, the case,-

is so exceeding plain. It is sufficiently evident

from what has been already advanced that as the

gospel finds all mankind in a lost condition, desti

tute of the favour and image of God, and lia

ble to his wrath and eternal damnation ; so it is.

intended to recover them from their fall, and to

restore.
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restore them to that holiness and happiness which

they have lost. And it is a dispensation manifestly

well calculated, nay altogether susficient to ans

wer this end. It is a remedy not only every way

suited to our disease, but of sufficient virtue to ex

pel it and put us in possession of our former

health and happiness. And all who embrace this

gospel, according to the design of its author,

prove its efficacy, and find to their present and

eternal comfort, that it does in fact accomplish all

that it has promised to the ruined race of Adam.

2. But at the same time, be it observed, that

as it is an all-sufficient remedy, so it is the only

sufficient one. There is no othermeans ofhealth

.and happiness ; no other way of salvation, but

that which this gospel reveals. There is no other

name, given under heaven among men, zvhereby ive

.can besaved but that of Christ, whom this gospel

makes known. There is no other sacrificeforJin,

which can take it away and procure for us a par

don, but that which the gospel points out. There

is no other spirit to discover to us our want of

;that sacrifice and to enable us to depend upon it

with penitent and obedient hearts, but that which

the gospel offers. Hence it certainly follows (as

it is in our text) if our gospel be hid, it is hid to

ihofe that are lo/t. All that are unacquainted with

it, that do not experience its divine efficacy, re

main in that lost, ruined, wretched condition in

which all are by nature and that without help and

without hope. No other remedy will ever be

offered, no other way of salvation ever revealed,

no other means of happiness ever prescribed ; but

they must for ever suffer all the miserable conse

quences of their fall in Adam : They must re

main diseased and de„d in sin here, till they are

adjudged to the second death hereafter: they must

continue polluted, accursed, miserable, till they are
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bid to depart accursed into everlasting fire, which

will not purify them from, but encrease their pol

lutions, where he that is unholy will be more and

more unholyslill and of consequence will be the

more tormented.

3. Such, in the nature of things must be the

end of those who obey not the gospel of Christ.

They fin against the remedy and must therefore

perish without remedy : they will not come unto

Christ that they may have life ; they can receive

it from no other, and therefore they abide in

death till they are sealed up in death eternal. But

- is this all ? Have they no other misery to dread

but this which is merely a consequence of their

fallen state ? This punishment, thus consequential

will, no doubt, be great beyond conception, and

might well deter any considerate and serious

mind from rejecting the gospel of Christ. But

vet this is not all the impenitent have to fear.

There is further reserved for them a superadded

and encreased misery, as a just recompense of their

ingratitude and rebellion, for rejecting the salvation

offered in the gospel. For surely, if after all that

has been designed by infinite love, contrived by

infinite wisdom, and executed by infinite power ;

if after all the unparalleled susferings and astonish

ing transactions of the Son of God, with the

amazing process of divine grace in our behalf,

from )irst to last ; if after all the super-intending

care, the av/ful judgments, and distinguishing

blessings of God's providence ; the plain direc

tions, terrible threatenings and comfortable, pro

mises of God's word ; the solemn warnings,

affectionate addresses and earnest invitations of

God's ministers ; and above all, the condescend

ing visitations, moving discoveries and powerful

pleadings of God's spirit ;—if after all this (I fay)

we still ungratefully reject the gospel of Christ,
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Mid steel our hearts against its efficacy, nothing

remaineth for us, but a fearful looking for of

judgment andfiery indignation which jhall devour

us as adversaries, a judgment far more severe

and an indignation far hotter than would have

befallen us, if so much had not been done for our

recovery. ,

4. Concerning this matter the scripture is

plain and express. This, it telfe us, is the con

demnation, not that all died in Adam and are by na

ture in a lost estate (tho' even on this account are

we condemned and the condemnation is sufficient

ly dreadful) but that light is come into the world

and men love darkness rather than light because

their deeds are evil- That provision is made for

the instruction, holiness and happiness of mankind,

and they chuse rather to remain in their original

ignorance, sin and misery, therefore they shall be

condemned to a greater punishment and a more

aggravated ruin. This is further manifest from

the conduct of God towards the Israelites, who

abused the light and privileges of a more dark and

imperfect dispensation ; a dispensation established

with far less apparatus of grace and mercy, and less

illustrious displays oflove and power; which did

jnot cost the Godhead so dear (if I may lo speak)

and upon the success of which his heart was not

so much set. Now was their contempt and abuse

of this inferior display of divine goodness suffered

to pass unpunished ? Far, very far from it. Every

transgression and ac! ofdisobedience (says the apostle)

received a just recommence os reward; and they

that despised the law of Moses died without mercy

under two or three witnesses. May we not then

argue with the apostle, of how much sorer punish

ment fnppose ye, s>all he be thought worthy wht.

tramples underfoot the Son of God, counts the blood

C of

L
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ef the covenant an unholy thing and does despite te

thespirit of grace ! Is they escaped not who refused .

him whospake on earth (viz iVloses) much lessJhall

we escape., if we turn awayfrom him that speaketh

from heaven ! And if the wordspoken by angels

was flcadfast and every transgression thereofse

verely punijhed, how Jhall we escape if rve neg-

Ictl so great salvation, which at first begun to

be spoken (not by angels but) by the Lord himself

and was confirmed unto us by those that heard

him, God also bearing witness both with signs

and \iuonders and divers miracles and gifts of

the Holy Ghofi according to his will.

5. From these declarations of holy scripture,

they who neglect or reject the salvation of the

gospel may judge what they have to expect, even

judgment in extreme without any mixture of

mercy, a torment as great as infinite wisdom can

contrive and Almighty Power execute, and

lasting as the days of eternity ! Unhappy

creatures ! Their judgment of a long time lin-

gereth not, and their damnation flumberath not !

For if God spared not the angels that finned,

hut ca/1 them down to hell (though no Saviour

died for them, no salvation was osfered to them

or rejected by them) and delivered them into

chains of darkness to be reserved unto judg

ment ; mucji less will he spare them who have

multiplied their osfences as the sand on the sea

shore, and have rejected a pardon, though pur

chased for them, by the most exquisite suffer

ing?, and ignominious, painful death of God's

own Son !

6. And does it not then concern us, my bre

thren, most feriotjfiy to enquire, whether we re

ject this gospel, and neglect the great salvation

effered in it r Can we omit so to do and not be

C 2 . wanting
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wanting in prudence as well as grace P As de-

. void of wisdom as of piety ? Surely, if we are

careless about a matter of such infinite importance,

we shew that we as truly disregard our own %velfare

as the honour of God, and are as certainly ene

mies to ourselves, as to our great and gracious

Creator. Enquire then, I beseech you, I do not

fay, into your knowledge, but into your experienci

in this matter, and ask your hearts whether you

have seen your need of, and cordially embraced those

bleSngs which have this day been set before you ?

Has the gospel been a means, through the blood

of Christ and the spirit of God, of ministering to

you righteousness and life ? Has it justified your

persons and renewed your nature ? Have you

found peace with God through it, and power

over fin ? Adoption into his family, and a restora

tion to his likeness ? If you have hitherto, not

only stopped short of these privileges, but have

even rested contented without them, be assured

whatever knowledge you have gotten of the

gospel in theory, you are yet unacquainted with it

in experience. It has not, by any means, an

swered its intended end upon you, but is still

really hid to you, and you remain in a lost

estate and are in the high road to be iost for

ever !

7. May the Lord incline you to lay this to

heart ere it be too late ! May you feel your want

of those blessings, which are freely offered you in

the gospel of Christ and gratefully receive them !

The gospel has come to you in word, may you

never rest till it also come to you in power and

with the Holy Ghosl, and tvith much assurance !

In order hereto, may you seek tj?e Lord, while he

may befound, and call upon him while he is near f

May the wicked, among you, forsake his way and

the unrighteous man his thoughts, and may you all

C 2 turn
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turn unto the Lord that he may have mercy

upon you., and unto our God that he may abun

dantly pardon ! May y ou turn to him in true

repentance and unfeigned, livingfaith, a faith of

the operation of his spirit ! May you ajk that this

repentance and faith may be given you, andseek, in

the use of appointed means, that you may find !

Thus may the gospel, which is the power of God

.untosalvation to every penitent, believing soul, be

the powerful means of your salvation ! Being

justified from all things through faith in the

Wood of Christ and sanctified through the oper

ation of his spirit, may your conversation be

such as becometb the gospel on earth, till you

receive your heavenly inheritance, that eternal

life and happy immortality brought to light by the

gospel,

SERMON

JSND OF THE FIRST SERMOHi



SERMON II.

2 COR. iv. 3, 4 ver.

But if our gospel be hid, it is bid to them that are

lo/f, in whom the god of this world hath blinded

the minds of them that believe not, lest the light

of the glorious gospel of Chrijl—Jljould Jkdne

unto them.

i. T N a former discourse on this important

JL passage ot" holy writ, I endeavoured to

shew the nature and design of the gospel ofChrist

and the dreadful consequences which attend out re

jecting it. And, undoubtedly, it is of so excellent

a nature, and proposes a design so benevolent and

glorious, that all to whom it is offered ought in

reason and duty, to embrace it heartily and with

out delay ; even supposing they might neglect so

to do without suffering any inconvenience. But

when it is further con'idered to what extreme and

endless misery they certainly expose themselves

who reject this gospel, one would suppose no child

of man who reflects at all upon the subject, could

hesitate one moment about it ; one would ima

gine that motives of feIfinterest, at least, would

prevail where duty and gratitude had no in

fluence ; and that a fear of punijhment would

compel those, whom redeeming love did not con

strain, nor promises of happiness allure.

2. And, blessed be. God, one or other of these

considerations do, through the influence of divine

grace (absolutely needful in this weak and disor

dered state of human nature) persuade many to

comply with the design of this glorious gospel.

But alas ! this is by no means the case in general

(I
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(I speak not of Jews, Turks, and Heathens, but

of professing Christians : ) The generality even

of these do most certainly reject the gospel of

Christ and neglect the great salvation offered by

it. Into the reason of this conduct 'tis worth our

while to enquire, especially as it may be a means

of preserving us from an imitation, which, I am

sure, is no way desirable. This I shall take oc

casion to do from the words of our text, where the

apostle hath given us a key to unlock this mystery

(and a mystery, no doubt, it is :) The god of thh

world (fays he) hath blinded the minds of them

that believe not, left the light of the glorious gospel

of Chriftshould fljine unto them.

3. The inspired penman (.it seems) still alludes

to the case of Moses, who put a veil over his face,

so that the glory of it could not be discerned by the

Israelites. Thus, as he has intimated in the pre

ceding chapter, a vail of obscurity was cast over

that dispensation, through which the Jews (whose

minds also were blinded) could not discover the

end and design of it. Hence they were not sa

vingly benefited by it ; it did not lead them ta

Christ, as was intended. Now tho' the gospel

be not veiled, but suffered to shine out in full lus

tre ; yet the god of this worlds industrious to pre

vent the salvation of mankind, by blinding the..

minds of them that believe not, prevents them from

discerning the light of this glorious gospel or from

being enlightened by it.

Three particulars offer themselves to our con

sideration on this subject.

1st. Who is meant by the god of this world, and

why he is so called ?

adly. Whom we are to understand by those

that believe not ?

3dly. How the god of this world blinds their

minds \ j. With
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i . With regard to thefirst of these, " who is

meant by the god of this world, and why he is so

called?" I should have thought it unnecessary to say

any thing byway ofexplication, had I not occasion

ally met with some who interpret this of Jehovahy

the God oflove,the Saviour ofall men, whose tender

mercies are over all his works ; as if he, concerned

to prevent the salvation of his creatures, whom

he hath redeemed with his Son's most precious

blood, acted the part of the grand adversary of

mankind and blinded their minds by sin and un

belief, lest they should be enlightened by that

very gospel which he has provided, in his infinite

goodness, for their illumination. The bare men

tion of so wild a notion as this, is with men of

understanding and piety, sufficient to confute it.

By the god of this world, the apostle undoubtedly

means fatan, who is elsewhere called the prince of

this world, and the ruler of the darkness of this

world, and the. prince of the power of the air, the

spirit that worketh in the children of disobedience.

This apostate spirit, this enemy cf God and man

(and not the God and Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ) is doubtless concerned to hinder the suc

cess of the gospel, which is designed for the over

throw of his kingdom, and with this view exertSj

to the utmost, all his power and policy from day to

day, continually lying in wait to deceive, like a

subtile serpent, and like a roaring lion going about

seeking whom he may devour.

" He now i& plotting how he may seduce

" Us also from obedience, that with him,

" Depriv'd of happiness, we may partake

" His punistunent, eternal misery,

-** Which would be all his solace and revenge^

** As a despite done 'gainst the Most High."

2. Some -
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2. Some (wise, above what is written) would

account for this expression, whereby satan is called

the god of this world, by supposing that this world

was originally under the dominion of the fallen

angels before their rebellion, and was the feat of

their kingdom ; and that upon their fall, as a

punishment for their crime, it was reduced into

that chaotic state described, Gen. I. ver. i. The

earth was without form and void, and darkness

was upon theface of the deep. Hence it was,

they further suppose, that when the earth was put

into its paradisaical state and man placed in it

(who they think was created to supply the place

of the fallen angels) God did not entirely banish

them this world, but still permitted them to wan

der to and fro in it, and not only to tempt the

human race (for their trial) but - also to exercise

some authority over the elements and other crea

tures ; tho' under certain restrictions beyond which

they cannot pass. But it is certain all this is mere

conjecture, without any countenance from any

part of scripture. And it is plain fatan may be

called the god of this world, with sufficient pro

priety without supposing any thing of this kind,

even on the fame principles on which he is termed

(as we have seen) the prince of this world, and the

ruler of the darkness of this world, and the prince

of the power of the air ; and that is, because of tho.

influence he has over mankind in general, and the

use he makes of the dazling vanities and allure

ments of this world, to attain and preserve that in

fluence.

4. Accordingly the expression here used is

more properly translated the god of this age, i. e.

of the people of this world, or of mankind while

the period of this world lasts. And surely, in

order to justify the apostle's manner of speaking,-

it is not necessary to suppose that the people of this

world
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world build temples tosatan, or pay him a solemn

and formal worlhip (though even that has not

been wanting.) But as Jehovah is called the

God of his people, because they are his subjects,

obedient to his will and devoted to his service ; so,

for the same reason is satan called the God of this

world. Mankind, in general, obey and servehim,

and he reigns in and over them with all authority.

They willingly commitfin, and therefore they are

es the devil : His servants they are, because

they obey him, and from him must expeiSt to receive

their wages. They lie in wickedness (Gr. in the

wicked one) and shall have their portion with

him.

And this is the cafe of all who believe not,

who have not that faith in this gospel whereof

cometh salvation. For the apostle tells us in our

text, that satan hath blinded the minds of them

that believe not, and elsewhere that he worketh (Gr.

worketh with energy, with mighty power) in the

thildren of disobedience, or (as the word may be

properly rendered) of unbelief. And who these

are we were 2dly to consider.

And i. That all infidels, who..do not acknow

ledge Jesus of Nazareth to be the Son of God

and the Saviour of the world, nor admit the Chris

tian revelation to be of God, are of the number

of those that believe not, will not be denied by

any, who know any thing even of the theory of

rehgion. That the devil (how little soever they

may think they have to do with him, though they

may utterly deny his very existence, and be con

fident there is no such being in nature, yet (I say

that satan) hath blinded their minds, and works

in them with mighty power, with uncontrouled

authority, we are well assured. It is something

amazing, and what excites one's compassion ra

ther than provokes one's indignation, to hear these

creatures
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creatures boast of their superior knowledge, and

to see them value themselves upon theirfree think

ing, unbiassed (they suppose) by popular preju

dices ; while they are in reality blinded by the

god of this world, and led captive by the devil at

his will, the very bond-flaves of satan and dupes

of a vain and deluded mind. Surely one must

pity the infatuation of these

" Pompo-js sons of reason idoliz'd

" And vilified at once j of reason dead

" Tuen deified, as mcnarchs were of old;"

. Who as a punishment for . their pride and self

conceit and because they receive not the love of the

truth that they might be saved, are given up to

strong delusions to believe a lie, that they may all

be dandled who do not obey the truth, but have plea

sure in unrighteousness. They pretend indeed a

regard for truth, and plead strongly their right to.

think for themselves (a right which no-body will1

wish to deny them) but alas ! as Dr. Young

justly observes, . -

" While love of truth thro' all their camp resounds,

** They draw pride's curtain o'er the noon-tide ray»

" Spike up their inch of reason on the point

" Of philosophic wit, call'd argument ;

" And then, exulting in their taper, cry

" Behold the sun ! and, Indian like, adore.

Light is come into they world, but they love darkness

rather than light, because their deeds are evil.

2. But not only those, who reject the Christian

revelation altogether, come under the character of

them that believe not : those also must be considered

as included under the fame denomination, who

tho' they admit the gospel to be of divine authority,

yet neglect or renounce some of its principal pri

vileges, and perhaps ridicule and reproach those.

who
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who profess to receive them, as enthusiasts arid fa

natics. For instance : If the gospel indeed offer

pardon of sin and acceptance with God, through

the righteousness of Christ, together with the Holy

Ghost to seal those blessings upon our hearts and

enable us to walk worthy of them ; then all who

deny, or neglect the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,

and the knowledge ofsalvation by theforgiveness of

fins, do in effect deny and neglect the gospel itself,

and are therefore undoubtedly blinded by the god

of this world, and to be ranked among those that

believe not. Yea, and

3dly. We must give the same appellation to

all who rest withoutsavingfaith : thefaith which

is not only an asse-nt to, and a conviction of the

truths of the gospel ; but also a dependance on its .

promises, and an hearty acceptance"of itsprivileges :

thefaith which, besides a persuasion of what the

gospel reveals \n general, implies^urther, an entire

approbation of, and hearty acquiescence in the

pianos salvation by Christ inparticular : the faith

which is both the evidence of things not seen and

thesubfslence ofthings hoped for ; whereby we are

both assured of things spiritual and eternal, and

anticipate the enjoyment of things heavenly and

divine, already possessing an earnest ofour future

inheritance in our hearts. He that thus believeth

with his heart unto righteousness, certainly hath

eternal life, hath a title to it and aforetaste of it, for

through Christ all that believe are justifiedfrom all

things, and receive the promise of the Spirit thro'

faith. But he that doth not thus believe, but rests

satisfied without this faith, hath not life, but the

wrath of God abideth on him, he remains in that

wretched state of sin, and guilt, and wrath in which

he was by nature, unreslorsd, unforgiven; having

a/uperadded condemnation for neglecting so great

salvation as is offered through the Mediator. The

gospel,
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gospel, which is only the power ofGod untosalva

tion to him that believeth, is hid to him, and he is

lost.

I now proceed to shew (as was proposed)

3dly. How satan blinds the minds of those that

believe not, so as to keep them fliut up in unbelief

and prevent the glorious gospel of Christ fromJhin-

ing unto them, that they may be saved.

1. The god of this world knows that the gos

pel will only be heartily and thankfully received

(and to receive it otherwise is not to receive it

at all) by those who know its worth and their

want of it ; and that only those can know this

who are deeply concerned for the salvation of their

Touls. This therefore is his first point, to keep

mankind unconcerned about their salvation. With

this view he labours to conceal from them the

vanity of the world with all that it contains, its

unsatisfactory nature and short duration. He

contrives to engage and entangle them in such

a multiplicity of business, to charm and stupify

them with such a vicissitude of pleasures, to divert

and entertain them with such a variety of amuse

ments, that they have neither leiiure, power, nor

inclination for any serious reflection, on the im

portance of things eternal.

2. Impelled by an unseen force (of which they

are insensible, nay, which they are taught to deny

and ridicule) they fly from the exchange to the

tavern, from the tavern to the play, and from the

play to intemperance and debauchery : They drive

furiously from merchandise to company, from

company to excess, from excess to the stupidity of

sleep, and in the mean time forget they are only

wandering from vanity to vanity, and prove by

this restless toil and labour that this world is not

their rest. Or, if on some occasion a conviction

of this forces itself upon their minds, and

"Kind
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■ ■ " Kind experience cries,

" There's nothing here but what as nothing weighs,"

They summon up all their courage and exclude

the thought as an intruding tyrant, come to tor

ment them before the time. They run round and

found in the circle of business, pleasure and amuse

ment, only intent on what is beneath their feet,

or eager to catch the delusive phantom, which,

perpetually dancing before them, craftily entices

them forward; and in the mean time, they do not

(by faith) observe the melting elements, the

quaking earth, the falling stars, the darkened fun,

ihe departing heavens, and the descending triumph

of the victorious Son of God, who ere long will

command, " Bring forth these mine enemies who

would not that I should reign over them and flay

them before me."

3. Day pastes after day, week after week, month

after month, and year after year, and they draw

near the chambers of death, the repositories of all

living ; where strict justice will examine and

almighty wrath punish, with unrelenting fury their

wicked impertinence and trifling ; yet still they

go on in the fame silly pursuit, unconcerned and

unreformed, as if life would always last and they

were not accountable for their conduct, or as if

this world were their only portion, and while en

deavouring to secure it, they were rationally em

ployed. Time flies, and " on his broad pinions,

swifter than the wind," bears them rapidly along

towards the confines of a boundless eternity, into

which he resigns them for their bliss or woe, end

less and extreme, according to their present be

haviour : But they are thoughtless amidst it all,

amused and entertained with the objects they meet.

with in their speedy course : Or lulled into a fatal

slumber by the even and insensible motion, they

D do
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do not awake to sober recollection, till, cast down

the steep precipice of death, they are shocked to

find themselves falling, beyond recovery, into a

boundless eternity.

4. Thus (as our poet beautifully describes it)

————— " Life speeds away

" From point to point tho' seeming to stand still :

" The cunning fugitive is swift by stealth !

" Too subtile is the movement to be seen ;

** But soon man's hour is up and we are gone!"

Life is all trifled away and the great business of

life is left undone : We sland all the day idle and

neglect to work in the vineyard, till the night of

death cometh wherein no man can work. We are

hurried out of this world before we well consider

why we were sent into it, and surprized into ano

ther, before we have made any preparation for

a favourable reception or comfortable abode there.

We enter upon an eternal state of existence, for

the boundless and everlasting demands of which,

we have made no provision, have laid up no trea

sure. We have squandered away our talents in

sin and folly, neglected to pay the debt of wisdom,

and now are become bankrupts : the justice of

God arrests us, and we are delivered into the

power of malicious tormentors, to be confined in

the dark prison of hell, till we jhallpay the utter

mostfarthing.

5. Now satan has an hand in all this. Thro*

his influence it is (inwardly upon the mind or

outwardly upon the fenses) that the slight of time

is not discerned, and,

" We scarce believe we're older for our years :

" That all mankind miilake their time o' day,

" Even age itself : Fresh hopes are hourly sown

In furrow'd brows. So gentle life's descent,

" We sou t our eyes and think it is a plain."
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He engages our attention by the objects of

fense, draws the veil of unbelief betwixt us and

eternity ; and lest that should not suffice, lest the

merciful arrows of conviction,. taken from the

quiver of the gospel and levelled at the heart by

the spirit of truth, should penetrate that veil, he

further obscures our prospect with the fumes of

pleasure,. and clouds of prejudice,- arising from

unruly passions and appetites, immersed in sensual

gratifications.

6. But 2dly, if, notwithstanding all his care to

keep us quiet and insensible, the gracious beams

of divine light find their way to our minds, throJ

all intervening obstacles,and disturb our slumbers ;

if we are roused from our lethargy and awakened}

to a deep sense of the importance ofsalvation, fully

resolving to mind the one thing needful : then sa-

tan, craftily yielding where he can no longen

withstand, persuades us to defer to a more con

venient season, what, he grants it is reasonable we

should one day attend to* " By. and by (he art

fully insinuates) we fliall be in a better situation,

have fewer hindrances and more helps in religious

matters, and shall find it less difficult to ensure an

happy eternity. At present we have some business

of consequence to transact, some engagements to

fulfil, some asfairs to settle which do not well con~

fist with religion. Besides it will be better to

change our conduct by degrees, and not all at

once ; to slide into seriousness imperceptibly ; for

by this means we shall avoid the ridicule of our

companions and be less liable to the charge of

hypocrisy, enthusiasm, or melancholy. And we

have time enough upon our hands, are in good

health, younger than many of our neighbours who

are as careless as we, and are likely to live yet many

years. God is merciful and will pardon us, tho*

D a. oa
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»n a death-bed, and receive us to work in Ms

Vineyard even at the eleventh hour."

7. Thus our fly adversay too often prevails,

rartd what we cannot but purpose we postpone.

We still resolve to be very religiou?, but not yet.

At some future period, we cannot positively say

when, we intend to be very good, very exemplary,

"yea burning and mining lights. And it is well

if we are not a little vain on this account, proud

ofour future goodness !

" We pay ourselves the compliment to think

*• We one day (hall not drivel, and our pride,

" On this reversion, takes up ready praise,

." At least our own ; our future selves applauds ;

i' How excellent that life we ne'er shall lead !

In the mean time he craftily keeps out of sight

the uncertainty of life and the. certainty of death.

We forget that our breath is in our nostrils, and

that we may, like many of our friends and neigh

bours, be hurried hence at a moment's warning :

that we may never live to fee that future period we

Build our everlasting all upon, no, nor one futuro

hour : but suppose we should, that God may then

justlydeny that grace to assist us (and without it we

Can do nothing) which was before offered, and

Rejected or abused. But proceeding on false prin

ciples, we take for granted what ought first to be

proved, and rely upon that as certain which is, of"

all things, the most uncertain. Perhaps we may

live till to-morrow, perhaps God may then vouch

safe us his grace and therefore we will defer our

repentance for the present.

" On this perhaps,

" This per-adventure, infamous for lies,

" As on a rock of adamant, we build

" Our mountain hopes : Spin our eternal schemes^

" And, big with life's futurities, expire.

8. And
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8> And not only the young or the middle-aged-y

the Old too, come under this condemnation.—

Though they have already grieved and quenched

the spirit so often, that they have great reason to

think he will soon bid them a final farewell, if he

have not even now actually done it j though they

have already arrived at tfie utmost boundaries of

man's life, at the very margin of die grave, and

are tottering over it through age and infirmity, in

danger of being suddenly tumbled in by the stroke

of affliction, and covered up by the command of

death : yet even they think it is time enough yet,

and feebly mutter (being now unable to speak

plain) something about repenting hereafter. Tho*

oppressed with the burthen of years, bowed down-

with infirmity and weakened with pain, they

doatingly suppose they shall, by and by, do the.bu-

siness of eternity, run the Christian race, and

ivork out their ozun salvation :—Though their

sight is dimmed by age and beclouded with disease,-

so that they cannot see what is at hand ; though

all their faculties are weakened ; yet tiiey fondly

imagine they discernj in prospect, months and

years of leisure, health and ease which they will

spend for Gqd and their souls. Thusx

" The. hoary fool,. who all his days

" Hath laboured with continued sorrow*

«' Yet llill goes on and fondly lays

** The desperate bet upon to-morronv :

" To-morrow comes ; 'tis noon ;—'tis night t

** This day like all the former slies ;

" Yet on he goes to seek delight

" To-morrow,—till" to-fiight he dies."

f)\ But 3dly, If we are so awakened, by the

grace ofGod, to a fense of the absolute impor

tance of things eternal, that we resolve to devote

ourselves to him ; and so convinced of the Jhort- .

ness and. uncertainty of time, that we determine
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ta delay no longer ;—then fatan's next aim muff

be to prevent our finding the only way of salvation

and to put us upon a wrong road. For this pur

pose he diverts our attention from the spirituality^

obligation and extent of the law of God, the uni

versal) constant and persevering obedience it re .

quires, and the dreadful . punishment it threatens

-to all the violators of it ; in order that, not com

paring our hearts and lives with it, we may re

main strangers to our guilt and weakness. Thus,

lie knows, we shall continue ignorant of our want

*f the gospel, and so shall be hindered from em

bracing its glorious privileges.

io. For not seeing our many, great and aggra

vated iniquities, we must be insensible of the guiltt

we have contracted, the punishment we have de

served, and our own utter inability to make any

satisfaction for our sins, or to avert the impending

ruin. Thuswe cannot discern our want ofthe aton

ing blood and perfect righteousness of the appointed

Mediator in order to our justification before God.

Hence, it is no wonder, if we imitate the Jews

nf old, who had zealfor God, but not according ta

knowledge;for being ignorant ofGod's righteousness,

andgoing about to establish their own righteousness.,

they did not submit themselves to the righteousness

ef God. Again, not seeing the depravity of our

nature and the •necessity of a change (because

without holiness no man stallfee the Lord) or not

knowing our own insusficiency for any thing that

is good, we must be unacquainted with our need

•f thai spirit of holiness and power, which God

hath promised in the gospel. Hence it is no

wonder if, having aform ofgodliness, we deny the

power of it, if having a name to live, we remain

dead : it is no wonder, if we put confidence in the

flesh, lean to our own understanding, trust in our

own strength, and peristi at last without remedy.

xit Th.ua
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IT. Thus many who have been open sinners,-

relt in a mere outward reformation, lopping off

some of the branches of sin, while they leave,

not only the roots deeply fixed in the ground of

their hearts, as with bands of iron and brass ; but

also the unwieldy stock not hewn down ; I mean

their stubborn will still unsubdued by grace, still

proud and refractory, and bent upon serving the

world and themselves. And thus others, who

have not been notorious sinners, content them

selves with this consideration, " that they are not

so bad as many of their neighbours, and, if we

are not saved (fay they) what will become of the

generality of the world." And thus daubing the

corrupted wall of their depraved nature with the

untempered mortar of felf-righteousnefs, they

vainly suppose it can stand the shock of death and

judgment, when it is ready to fall at every thurst

of adversity, or breeze of temptation !

12. Many however (blessed be God) do not

fall by this snare, but in spite of satan and his

devices, are convinced of sin and its dreadful

consequences.—It would now be in vain for the

god of this world to attempt persuading these, that

they may safely defer the concerns of their fouls

to a yet future period. They fee and feel to their

sorrow, that they have already trifled too long, and

greatly endangered, if not altogether precluded

their salvation. They tremble to think, how the.

axe of God's justice was laid to the root of their

barren fouls, and how narrowly they escaped being

cut down, as cumberers of the ground ; a punish

ment they well deserved. They are ashamed and

confounded under a lense of their sin and ingrati

tude, when they consider how long they have rob

bed him of their bodies and fouls, their time and

talents, from whom they received all, and to

1 whose
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whoso service all ought to have been constantly

devoted. They are distressed at their folly and.

madness, when they reflect:, how many years they

have thoughtlessly wandered to and fro through

the earth, seeking rest butfinding none, vainly ex

pecting that happiness from the world which is to

be found in God alone; shunning religion as a

wretched and melancholy thing, whereas they now

fee it is the only source of true and lasting felicity.

And shall they still go on adding one degree of sin

and ingratitude, folly and madness to another?

No, this they dare not do ; nor can all satan's

power or policy shake their fixed resolution, formed.

in the strength of Jehovah, no more. to tread in.

their former steps.

13. He does not however yet give them up,.

does not despair of working their ruin after all-

But he takes a new course and alters the plan of

his operations. Before, he endeavoured to de

stroy them by presumption, and delays : now his

aim is to effect the fame purpose by dejeclion., and

despondency.. He suggests therefore that their sins

are too many and great to be forgiven, that theic

fouls are too depraved ever to be restored, and too

much enslaved to the power of evil habits ever to

be delivered. Knowing their regard to the word

of Gon, he labours to countenance his tempta

tions with its authority, that they may have the

greater influence. " You have blasphemed (he

argues) against the Holy Ghost, and therefore

must expect no forgiveness, neither in this world

nor in thatwhich is to come. You might indeed

once have found mercy, butitis now too late : you

have sinned so long, so much, so presumptuously,

in despite of so many invitations, warnings, pro

mises, threatnings, which ought to have led you

to repentance, that you must now expect judg

ment
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ment without mercy." " Because he called and

you refused, he stretched out his hands and you did

not regard, therefore he also now laughs at your ca

lamity and mocks when your fear is come. When

your fear is come as desolation—when distress and

anguish is come upon you, you may indeed call,

but he will not answer, you may ieek him early,

but you shall not find him. For that you hated

knowledge and did not chuse the fear of the Lord :

you would none of his counsel, and despised all his

reproof ; therefore you shall eat the fruit of your

own way, and be filled with your own devices."

" Without holiness no man shall fee the Lord.

And are you holy ? Alas ! you are altogether pol

luted, and who can bring a clean thing out of an

unclean ? As soon might the Ethiop change his

ikin or the leopard his spots, as you, accustomed

to do evil, learn to do well : For the spirit has

done striving with you, and you are now left to

the hardness of your heart, and given up to a re

probate mind."

14. By these and such like suggestions fatan

sometimes prevails, and the poor ioul, giving up

all for lost, sinks down into dejection and delpair,

not daring to rely on thefaithful promises of God

through Christ. Fearing, however, lest if they

still continue sensible of the deep importance of

salvation, 'and desirous to obtain it, though at pre

sent without hope, they may, some way or other?

hereafter meet with that encouragement, which"

nnv they cannot find ; to prevent this and insure

their damnation, the enemy labours to drown

diem in sensuality and vice, or to bury them in

business and care ; and sometimes (though less

frequently, because he is not permitted) to drive

them into distraction, madness and self-rrjurder.

15. He suggests therefore, " Since no atten

tion, desire or diligence of yours can alter the

decree
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decree which is already gone out against youy

why should you torment yourself before the time I

why should you make yourself miserable by think

ing one moment about death or eternity? Nay,

rather banish all thoughts about these thing?,

which only serve to distress you and enjoy life while

it lasts. You can but go to hell after all, and go

to hell you must as it is, if indeed there is an hell..

But (he adds)who knows whether or no there is any

such place ; perhaps your body and soul die together

and shall never more exist : And why should you

venture a certainty for an uncertainty ? Let fools

and fanatics do this : But be you wife for your

self. At all hazards enjoy the present, let what

will come of the future. But in fact (proceeds

he) the future is out of the question, it is no

thing to you: perhaps it is all mere imagination,.

but if not, it is certain you have no interest there-

The present world is your all : therefore, enjoyi

and make the most of it : Eat, drink, and be mer

ry, this even, Solomon tells you, is your portion

than which there is nothing betterfor a man, in

the days of his- life which God giveth him under the.

fun. Go thy way then (fays lie) eat thy bread with

joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart ; let

thy garments be always white, and let thy head lack

no ointment. Live joyfully with the woman whom.

thou lavesl all the days of thy vanity, for H)at is thy

portion in this life, and in thy labour which thou

take/I under the Tun"

. 15. Thus this old serpent, long experienced

in the arts of seduction, craftily interweaves his

nets with threads of scripture, forced from their

natural sense and misrepresented, that he may the.

more easily insnare and detain in his power un

wary fouls. Not being acquainted with his de

vices, they are too often caught in them. So

silent and natural are his suggestions that they.

mistake
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mistake them for the mere operations of their own

minds, and never suspect he has any hand in them,"

and (o plausible and shrewd are his reasonings, that

they yield to them with little or no reluctance.

Indeed if they considered and prayed to the Father

of lights for the illumination of his spirit, they

would soon discover the fallacy of his arguments,

but not considering, or trusting to their own un

derstanding, the grand deceiver is too cunning for

them, and accomplishes their ruin ere they are

aware.

1 7. This however (blefled be God) is only the

cafe with very few that are convinced of sin. The

generality (we have reason to believe) of penitent

and brokenhearted sinners are enabled to withstand

in the evil day, to resist the devil and he slees from

them. Laying hold on the shield of faith, ( offered

them by God whose gift it is) they repel his fiery

darts and are preserved unhurt. By a faith of the

operation of God, they see and are persuaded that

the blood ofChriJI cleanseth from allsin : that, thro*

it, God hfaithful and just to forgive us our fun,

and even to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

They see that in ChriJI allfulness dwells, that his

.grace issufficientfor them and through thisstrength-

ening them, they can do all things, can overcome

the world, the flesh and the devil, cleanse them

selvesfrom allfilthinefs offiejh andspirit, and per-

feel holiness in thefear of God. They believe he is

.able tosave to the uttermojl all that come unto God

by him, and that whosoever cometh unto him he will

in no wise cafl out. They therefore apply to him

and trust their guilty, depraved and wretched

souls to his care, and it is done unto them ac

cording to their faith. They find redemption in

his blood, the forgiveness offins, they are accepted

in the beloved : they receive the spirit of adoption,

whereby tliey cry " Abba Father" and the fruits
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of this spirit are love, joy, and peace, holiness and

happiness, a preparation for and an earnest of eter

nal life. Thus notwithstanding all fatan's efforts

to the contrary, the golpeljhines unto them and they

are enlightened by it, enlightened with the light

of life, the knowledge of the glory of God in the

face of Chrifl Jesus, and walking in the light, as

he is in the light, they expect, in the way of uni

versal holiness, an admission into those heavenly

mansions, where the Lord will be their everlafling

light, and their God their glory.

I . And now, my brethren, having pointed put

unto you. some of those many devices, whereby

.satan beguiles unwary fouls, let me beseech you to

consider whether you are ensnared by him ? Do

not ralhly conclude you are not till you have

thoroughly examined yourselves as to all the par

ticulars mentioned above. And remember, if

that gospel which you have heard has not proved

the power of God unto your salvation 'rom the

guilt and dominion of sin ; you arc to this day, in

one respect or other, ensnared by him. May you.

lay this consideration to heart with the seriousness

its importance demands ! Persuaded if the gospel

continue to be hid to you, you will be eternally

lost, may you never rest till it so Jhine unto you

that you are enlightened by it with the light of lifij

Being awakened to a deep sense of your lost estate,

and engaged now, without delay, to acquaint your

self with Godand be at peace, may \t please the Fa

ther to bring you into the right way and reveal

its son in you ; that he being made of God unto

you wisdom, righteousness, fanctificaticr. and re

demption, you may escape everysnare of the devil,

stand against all his wiles, overcome to the end, and

at last be crowned . as conquerors !

FINIS.


