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P R E F A C E.

" What diftinguifhes this Pamphlet from thofe avhick
have been written on the fame fubjel.— Nothing but
SCRIPTURE and REASON can make the Colunies
PROPERLY Jubmit 10.Great Britain,. -’ ‘

HE avurnor of thefe letters confiders the A<
' merican coatroverfy chiefly in a re/igious light,. .
which gives him an opportanityof making fome re-
marks, that have probably efcaped tbe attention of o-
ther writers on this fubje@. ‘Theduty of paying taxes:
to the proteflive power, is' fo firongly connedted:-
with chriftianity, that the Colonifts muft pradticaliy-
give up the fcriptures, or fubmit to the reafonable
demands of the Britith legiflature. It is to be with-
ed, that we had made ufe of the Bible, in this con~ -
troverfy. For, how much foever that venerable -
book is difregarded by fome of our great men, tte
bulk of the Americans, and our-religious patriots
in England, dare not defpifeiiey Mr. Ewvans, for
one, fpeaking of the do&trine defended in' thefe
fheets, fays, ** Should you isdeed proveit to be a.
*¢ scr1pTUREB-doétrine, &c. L.am not afraid to pro-
¢ mife you the moft abfotute fubmiffion to it as a
¢¢ chrifian. The aathority of scripTrre I re-
¢ vere above every. other 2" The contelted colrine: -
is here defendcdiby feriptuie againgt Mr. Livans 4
and: if be flands to- his ** promu/e,” we may hope
fi0n to fee him give the Colonifts an example of
dde ¢ fubmiffon.”
Az : Whea
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‘When a great empire is divided againft itfelf ;=
when a powerful mother-conntry, and a number
of ftrong Colonies, draw op all their forces to ens.
counter each other in the field;—when the two*
contending powers are fabdivided into a warm ma-
jority and an heated minority, ready to begin a fe-
cond Inteftiiic war #—and When é&fery individuafis
codcerned as an aflor, fofferer, or fpeQator, in the
bloody tragedy which is ated ; it is natural for alt
lovers of their country to afk, How can the dread-
ful controverfy be ended ? Is. it by the diQatesof
fcriptare and reafon, or by the force of arms?

If the author is not miftaken, arms {tho’ ufeful
in their place] will never properly end the contefte
Should we overpowet the American Colonies, they
will remain unconvinced. Far from beiag recon-
ciled to their mother-country, they will ftill look
upon her as. an imperious ftep-mother, who adds -
tyranny to opprefion, and murder to robbery. Nor
will they fubmit to her any longer than the force,
which has fubdued them, fhall continue to prefs
and keep them down. ‘And what fhall we gain by
this method, but perplexity, danger, anid continual
alarms? The condition of the Colonifts will be
as wretched as that of indignant prifoners, who
are under 2 military guard: ‘And our flate will be
as uncomfortable as that of a jailor, who watches
over a numerous body of defperate captives, intent
vpon making their efcape at the hazard of their
lives. Under God, far more may then be expeted,
in the iffue, from fcripture and reafon than from
arms, Beafts and favages can be conquered by fire
and fword; but it is the glory of men and chriftie’
ans to be fubdued by argument and foriptares’
Force may indeed bend the body, but truth alone
properly bends the mind. Whilft'our armies pre-
pareto engage the majority in America with the
dreadful implements of war, it will not therefore
be amifs to engage the ecclefiaflical minority in
England, with the hasmlefs implements of contro-
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verfy. Q. {ame.agsafions, ope pen may do more

execution than .a battery of cannon: A page

* well-applied fcriptures may be of more extenfive
ufe than a field of bactle: And drops of ink may
have a greater effect than fireams of blood, If a

broad-fide can fink a man of .war, and fend a thou.
fand mep 10 the bottom ; 8 good argument can do
far more: For it can fink a prejudice, which fits '
out ‘ah handréd” Mhips,”and srms, it may. be, fifty’
thoufand men. How inferior then is the fpear of"
Mars, to the fwerd of the /pirit! And how juftly

did Solomon fay, 4 avife man is firong ; efpecially

if he is mighty in the feriptures, wwhichcan make us

awife to falvation !

The author dares not flatter himfelf to have the
knowledge of logick and divinity, which are re-
quifite to do his fubje& the juftice it deferves : But

_having for fome years oppofed falfe orthodoxy, he
may bave acquired fome little &kill to oppofe falfe -

patriotifm : And having defended cvengelicafobedi-

ence 10 Gop, againft the indire& attacks of fome
minifters of the church of England ; he humbly
hopes, that he may ftep forth a fecond time, and
defend alfo conflitutional obedince to THE Kixg, a-
gainft the indire& attacks of fome minifters, who
diflent from the eftablithed church. Thofe whom
he encounters in thefe fheets, are the leading, ec-
clefiaftical patriots of the two greateit cities in the
kingdom; Mr. Ewvans being the champion of the
minority in Brifiel, as Dr. Priceis in Loundon.

The capital arguments of thefe two gentlemen
are here brought to a triple teft, againf which they

cannot decently obje&t. And, if the author’s ex- -

ecution keeps pace with his defign, their politicks
are proved to be contrary to reafom, feripture and
the conflitution. Should his proofs be found folid,
and the public vouchfafe to regard them ; the boi-
terous patrioti/m, ‘which has of late difturbed our
peace, will give place tofober and genuine patriot-
im; the political miftake which produces our di-

o vifions,
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" vifions, will be placked ap by the roots ; thie miadi

of our uneafy fellow-fubjeéte. will’be calm'd ; our
bloody conteft for fupremacy will give place tos
fweet debate between parental loye, and filial duty =
Parental love will overcome thé Colonfes with be-
nign, lenient, and endearing offers of pardon and
peace; whilft filial duty .will difarm the mothers-
country by kind, and grateful offess of manly fab.
on.

TON-
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' AMERICAN PATRIOTISM, &.

To Tt Rev. MRr. Evans,
T TLETTER T

Rev. Sir, -

J\HE interefts of truth are often as much pro.

4  moted, by the incoaclufivenefs of the arga.
ments with which fhe is attacked, as by

the force of the reafons with which the is defended.
If my Vindication of the Calm Addrefs has thrown
fome ﬁgﬁt upon the American controverf(y, your
Reply, Sir, in the iffue, may poflibly throw much
moare. Suppofing that plain truth can be compared
to a good fteel ; and keen error, to a tharp flint ;
I venture to fay, that the more any one ftrikes the
fleel with fach a flint, the more will the fragments
of the broken ftone thew the fuperior folidity of
the impugned metal; and the more. eafily will
fparks be colle&ted to light the bright candle of
truth. The public will judge which arguments,
yours or mine, will ferve the caufe of truth, by.
flying to pieces in the controveriial collifian. .
Defirous to fhare the bleflings which our pacifie
Lord promifes to the meek and the peace-makers; [
fhall, in thefe fheets, neither throw oil upon the
flame of the American revolt, nor blow up the
coals of indignation, which glow in the breafts of.
our infulted Governors, Whatever my pétfor-.
mance and fuccefs may be, moderation and recon.
B ciling
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ciling truth are my aim: I can aflure you, Sir,
that my utmoft ambition ‘is to draw the line be-
tween wnruly patriotifim, and ferwvile fubjetion, ia
fuch a-manner as to give you, and our readers, an
equal deteftation of both thefe unconttitutional ex-
tremes.

After throwing away all your firlt letter upon an
ufelefs + queftion, -and beginning the fecond with
an idle 1 reporr, you flep into the tribunal of the

. Review-

.

+ This ufelefs queftion is, Whether Mr. Wefley had, or had
not, forgotten the title of I know not what book, which he had
recommended to fome of his friends, and which, thro’ forgetful-
nefs, he afferted that he had never feen; till upon perufing the
‘book, he difcovered and owned his miftake, Mr. Evans diverts
the reader’s mind from the true queftion, by fetting before him
eight letters, which paffed between Mr. W, and others, about
that infignificant particular, For my part { admit the public ac-
knowledgment which Mr. W. has made of his forgetfulnefs, rather
than Mr, Evans’s infinuation, that he is not ¢ an honeft man ;**
and I do it (1) Becaufe itis beft to be on the fafer fide, whichis
that of charity : (2) Becaufe it is highly improbable that a wife
man, except in cafe of forgetfulnefs, would deny 2 fa&, which a
numter of proper witnefles can prove, and are inclined to prove a-
gainft him ; And (3) Becanfe experience conftrains me to fympa-
thize with thofe, whofe memory is as treacherous as my own, On
Sunday evening, after preaching three times, reading prayers, and
being all day in a croud, or hurrying from place to place, my
mental powe:s are fo incapacitated to do their office, that, far
from being able to recollect the title of a book, which I have feen
fome months before ; T frequently cannot, after repeated endea-
vours, remember one of the texts, on which 1 have preached that
very day, Now Mr, W, lives all the year round ia the hurry
and croud, in which I am on my bufy Sundzgls; and he is be-
tweéen 90 and 8o years of age ; a time of life this, when even the
men, who enjoy uninterrupted reft, find that their memory natu-
rally fails, If Mr, Evans confiders this, he will not be furprized
that his fisft letter has nat had its intended effe€t upon me,

1 The idle report I mean is, that my Vindication ¢¢ has re-
¢ ceived many additions and corre€tions from the pen of a cele.
#¢ brated nobleman.” This is a miftake. I find. indeed fome
errors of the prefs, which injure the fenfe of my book ; but I do
not difcover one addition in it, except that of two words ; and if
Mr. Evans will be pleafed to infpe€t my manufcript, he will fee
that the few little negative emendations in if, were made by Mire

Welley's own peny
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Reviewers, and condemn my Vindication before
you have refuted one of my arguments. As if yod
were both judge and jury, without producing
one true witnefs, page 24, you authoritatively fay,
¢¢ Inftead of argument, [ meet' with nothing but
¢¢ declamation ; inftead of precifion, artful colour-
¢ ing; inftead &f proof, prefumption ; inftead of

¢¢ confiftency, contradiion ; inftead of reafoning, -

¢ a ftring of fophiftries.”’

To fupport this precipitate fentence, you. repre-
fent me as faying things which [ never faid. Thus,
page 25, you write: *¢ One while you tell us that
¢ our conflitution guards our properties, &c. againft
¢ the tyranny of unjuft, arbitrary, or crael moa-
¢ narchs ; then you preach up awith great folemnity,
¢ &c. that their fubjeéts have no more right to re-
¢¢ i, than children or fcholars have a right to take

_ ¢¢ away paternal or magifterial authority.” I de~
fire, Sir, you would inform me where I advance
fuch a doétrine. Far from *¢ preaching it ap awith
¢ great folemnity,”” 1 abhor and deteft it. If a Ne-
buchadnezzar commanded me to worfhip his gold-
en image, I would (God being my helper) refff
bim as refolutely as did Shadrach. And fuppofe
the king and parliament were to lay a tax upon
me, in order to raife money for the purchafing of
poifon, wherewith to deftroy my fellow fubje&s, [
would refi# them, and abfolately refufe to pay fuch
a tax.

When you have made my do&rine odiovs by
lending me principles which I never advanced, or

drawing confequences which have not the leaft -

connexion with my fentiments ; you prejudice the
public againft my book, by infinuating, that I con-
tradiz myfelf, where it is plain I do not. Thus
you fay, p. 26, * In one letter you tell us, Ths
¢ Colonifts are on a levsl with Britons in general ;
*¢ in another, that They avere newer on a level withs
¢ England.” This laft fentence I fpake of the Co~
lonies as dependent legiflatures, and not of the Co-
lonifts ; and both fentedces in their plade arc per-

B2 .- feltly
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fectly confifteat. For, altho® not one of the Co-
LONIRS was ever on a level with England (an tn-
DEPENDENT KINGDOM) with refpe® to fupreme
dominion ; yet all the CoLoN18Ts are ax a level
awith Britons in general, with refpe& to feveral par-
ticulars enumerated juft before, as appears by the
whole argument, which [Vind. p. 23] runs thus:
¢ The mother-country and the parliament-houfe
¢ are as opea ‘to them [the Colonifts] as to any
¢ free-born Englithman : they may purchafe free.
¢ holds, they may be made burgefles of corporate.
¢ towns, they may be chofen members of the houfe
‘ of commons, and fome of them, if [ miftake not,
¢ fit already there. The CoLONISTS are them on a
¢ kewil, not only avith J [abfent]® Britons in gene
¢ ra/, but with all our members of parliament who
¢ ARE ABROAD.” Had you, Sir, quoted my words
in this manner, your readers would have feen, that
there is fomething in my Letters befides consradiczia
ox and /fophifiry 5 but it is far eafier to fhuffle the
cards, than to win the game.
Permit me, Sir, to produce another inftance of
“your polemical fkill : you fay, p. 24, *¢ Your rea-
‘¢ fcn g upon the quotation [ made from the very
' learned Judge Blackftone is equally conclufive,
~ &c. In a free fate (fays Judge Blackftone) every
‘¢ mau who is fuppofed a free agent, ought to be in
¢ fome meafure his own governor; and therefore
¢ a branch, at leatt, of the legiflative power fhould
¢ refide in the awhole body of the peaple.™ You re-
&ply, =™ Yeur jchewme drives at putting the legiflative
¢ poaver in every body's hands.” No, Sir, this is
not.my reply, but only a jult inference which I na-
- turally drew from my folid apfwer. My reply,
Vind. p. 16, runs thus: ¢ Bot who are the ahole
$ body of the people ? According to Judge Black-
¢ Rone, every free agent. Thea the argument
¢ proves toe much ; for, are not women free-ageats ?
¢ Yea, and poor as well as rich men.” This, and
this only 1 advaaced as a/reply to Judge Black-
$one’s argument. 1 cangot, therefore help being
S furprized

-
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furprized at your miftake. You keep my real an-
fwer to your argument out of fight : You render
me ridiculous by producing as my asfaer, what is
NOT my anfwer at all ; and, before you con¢lude,
you make me amends for this piece of patriotic .
liberty, by calling me ¢ one of the moff unmeaning
“* and unfair controwertifts>’ ‘The reader’s patience
would fail, were I minutely to defcribe the logical
firatagems of this fort, by which'you fupport your
caufe, which, [ confefs, ftands in need of all manner
of props.

 However, in your fecond letter, you come to THE
QuEesTioN, which is, Whether the Colonifts, as
good- men, gcod chriftians, and good fubjedts, are
bound to pay moderate, propottionable taxes, for
the benefit of the whole Britith empire ; when fuch:
taxes are legally laid upon them by the fupreme
protettive power, that is, by the three branches of”
the Britifh Jegiflature. .

In my Vindication of the Calm Addrefs, 1 have

froduced the arguments which induce me to be-

ieve, that the doétrine of fuch taxation is racional,.
Jeriptural, and conflitutional : And in your Reply.
_you attempt to prove, that it is contrary to resfos,

JSeripture, and the conflitution. Let us fee how your
_attempt is carried on, and, '

i

FirsTt, how you difprove the REASONABLENESS:
of the taxation I contend for. ‘

~ Page 27, You fay, that you do not deny ¢ ske
meceffity and propricty of Jfubjedls paying taxes’’

But in not denying this, Sir, do you not indireély-

give up the point? Do you not grant, that, as:
the Colonifts are not prote@ted by the king alone,
but by the whole legiflative power of Great Bri-

tain, they are not under the jurifdi®ion of the-

~ king.alone, but of a// the Britith legiflature. Now:
" if they are not the fubjec?s of the king, as uncon-
ne&ted with the Britith parliament; but as confti-

' . B3 tutionally
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tutionally conne&ted with that high court, which
fupplies him with proper fubfidies to prote& his
American dominions ; it is evident, that they owe
taxes to the king and the Britith parliament; foR
you yourkelf acknowledge ¢ she meceffity of sum~ °
JECTS paying taxss” to the fupreme power which
prote&s them. But which tax have they, of late,
confented to pay i Has it been a tax upon tea, or
wpon ftampt paper ? _
Should you reply, that they have offered to pay
faxes to the king and their provincial affemblies,
1 reply, that this js not paying capital tribate, to.
whom capital tribste 15 puz : For capital tribute
is due to the capital protetive power; and the ca-
iital power that protefs the Colonifts, is not the
ing and the regency of Hanaver, or the king and
the Irifh parliament, much lefs the king and a pro-
vincial affembly ; bat the king and the Briti/k par-
liament. Had the Americans got their wealth un-
der the prote@ion of the Irilh; had Hanoverian
. fleets kept ofF the Spanifh fhips from the American
coafts ; or had fquadrons of American men of war
beat off the French fleets; I would not hefitate a
moment to affirm, that the Coloniits ought to pay
proportionable taxes to.the king and the Irifk par-
liament ; to the eleftor and regency of Hanover ;
or.to the king of Britith America and the Ameri-
can affemblies. Buat, when all this has been done
for the Colonifls by the king and the Britfi par-
liament, I conféfs to you, Sir, that [fetting afide
the confideration of the love and duty, which colo-
nies owe to their mother-country] I cannot fee
what law of gratitude, equity, and juftice the Ca-
lonifts can plead, to refufe paying the king and
the Britifh pariiament moderate and propostionable
taxes, - . . .
Page 36, You indire@ly appeal to the cafe of
s¢ the patriots of Charles’s days,” who refufed to
pay the tax called fhip-money : But their caufe was
far better than that of the Americans. The fhip-
money-was demanded by the king alone; but the

king

T T e s G .
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king alone is not the fopreme legiflative power that
protects the fubje@s of Great-Britain, becaufe he’
can make no laws, and of confequence raife no
taxes, without the concurrence of the parliament.
‘The patriots of the laft century were not then ab-
folutely bound, either by the law of God, or the’
law of the land, to pay a tax, which had not the
fanttion of the legiflative power; a moaey-bill
pafied by the king aloxe, being no law at all ac-
cording to the Britith conftitution. But a propor.
tionable money-bill; as the famp-a&,—a bill pafe
fed by the complete legiflative power of Great Bri- -
tain, is every way binding in all the dominions of

Great.Britain. Whoever refifts fuch a law, breaks

off with the legiflative power, affefts independence,

and commences a peatty fovereign.

I bave faid that a rightful ¢ fovereign has
a right to live by his no%le bufinefs ;>* and be-
caafe I have obferved, that in Fngland the fove-
reign [i. e. the legiflative, and protc&ive power]
is the king and his parliament, you fuppofe | have
. poured fhame uvpon the caufe | defend. *¢ So, &g.
[fay you page 25] *‘ a member of parliament, in-
¢ ftead of vacating his feat, ought to have a place
¢ provided for him, upon his becoming a member
¢ of the legiflature.” No, Sir; your infereace
has no connexion with my doftrine. If you had
faid that every member of parliament, while he at-
tends the parliament, has a right to a public maia-
tenaoce fuitable to his thare in the legiflature ; you
would bave faid what 1 mean, and what no .unpre-
judiced perfon will deny. 1f the king and parlia-
ment ordered that all :he attending members fhall
be honourably eatertained during the feflion, at
the expence of the public; and that a proper fum
fhall be annually raifed to difcharge this expence ;
what Briton would be fo niggardly, ungrateful,
and unjuft, as to find fault with fuch a ftatute ?
Was our Lord miftaken when he faid, T4 /abourer
s aworthy of kis hire ? 1f the {peaker, who is the
priacipal member of the houfc of Commons, ¢n-

. joys,
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joys, as fpeaker, an income of fome thoufand
poends-a year, does Le not ¢ live by his bufine(s »'*
Might not all the other members do the fame in
due proportion 2 'When they exempt themfelves
and their friends, from paying the tax which we
call poflage, do they not fhew that the legiflature
bave pecuniary rights which other Britons have
not? -And if their generofity prevents their ufing
thofe felf-evident rights, fthould we not extol their
- difintereftednefs, rather than pour contempt npon
their reafonable and conflitutional prerogative ?

Unable to invalidate my doétrine by any juft ar-
gument, you have recourfe to a polemical ftrata-
gem, which will do your caufe no credit. To
render the politicks I defend odious to your readers,.
you infinvate, that upon my principles, the fove- .
reign ¢ is entitled to juft what he pleafes, and may
8¢ take it awith, or without ccnfent, awhemever he
¢ thinks proper.” This datltrine, which you im-
pute to me, p. 27, has no more conngxion with
my fyftem, than darknefs with the rifing fun. I
-abhor it as well as you, Sir; being fully perfua-
ded, that legiflative power is to be ufed for good,.
and not for evil; for protefiion, aod not for ty-
ranny. If the king and parliament had laid dif-
‘proportionable .and unreafonable taxes upon our
- American fellow-fubjeéts, I would no more have-
taken the pen in defence of such taxation, than [

- would take it in vindication of robbery,

Nor do my appeals to the propriety of giving:
the lawyers and phyficians whom’ we employ, the
proper fees they demand of us, prove that [ hold.
the do&trine ot defpotifm ; for, as I fhould be a.

- knawe if | refufed to give a gentleman of the fa-
culty a reafonable fee for his attendance; fo thould:
} be a sze/ if | fuppofed, that he ¢ is entitled to
¢ juft what he pleafes,” 1 only aflert, that as a.

" good man will find a medium besween difhonefiy

" and folly, with refpect to the fees due to his pny-

fician and lawyer; fo a candid Colonift will find

2 middle way between the injultice of the patriots,

: ' who

)
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who refufe moderate: taxes to the legiflagive pover
thae protefts them ; and. between the flavith tame-
nefs of the pdlfrons, who foffer a rapacious tyrant
to grind their faces and fack their blood. Never-
tlu%e{s, I dare affirm, that as-we treft to a certain
degree a lawyer’s confcience, an apothecary’s dif-
¢retion, and a gbyician’s candor, with refpedt to
their bitls and fees ; we may alfo truft to a certain
degtree, the difcretion of our governors with refpat
to their money-bills and taxes. And therefore no-

thing can be more contrary to good manners, loy-

alty, reafon, and confcience,. than to reprefent the
fovereign who protefts the Colonifts as a robber
and & tyrant, for laying a MODERATE tax upon
them, in orderto difcharge the national debt, and
she daily expences of the government.

 You indeed infinuate that the cafe is not parallel,
becaufe we employ our phyficians and lawyers ¢ wo-
buntarily.” «But have not the Colonifts *¢ volunta.
rily ” resped for an handred years the bemefit of
protetion from the king and parliament? Aad,
feppofing they can now fapport themfelves without

Britith prote@ion ; yet, are they not guilty of in--

Joftice if they nonw refufe to an proportionable tax~
es? What would yoo think of my honetty, if the

following cafe were matter of fa&? 1 *¢ wolumta-
rily’” employ a lawyer for ten years to recover an
-eftate. When I have gained my ends, he demands
fees, which, on account of my poverty, he forbore

doing before. 1 florm on the occafion ; I run up
and down fcreaming robbery ! tyranny! And at

laft I turn my back upon him with fuch a fpeech as

this; Sir, { can do without you mew ; and as I am

not willing to employ you any more, you have no

right to demand fees of me, as your pue. Iema

free man, and you fhall not treat me as an abje?

Save, by infifting on fees with or wwithout my con-
fent.” I I put off my induftrious lawyer with this

American plea, would not your moral feelings brand

me as a man devoid of ccnfcience and honour ?

~ 1 grang
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T grant however, that the cafe between the taxes
of the fovereign, and the fees of a lawyer, is not
exallly fimilar: But if the parallel fails, it isin a
point which does your caufe no fervice. For altho’
Iam at perfe@ liberty to difmifs my honeft lawyer,
as foon as | pleafe, when I have paid him his rea-
fonable fees; I cannot caft off the authority of my
rightful fovereign as foon as I pleafe, when [ bave .
paid his reafonable taxes ; and I prove it by the fol-
Jowing reafons :—(1) 1 may poflibly live fifty years
withoat going to law, but [ cannot fafely live one
day in fociety without being protected: —(2) As
an unconnefted individual, I may negle&t the care of
my property as I pleafe; and if 2 man unjultly de- -
mands my cloak, I may let him have my coat alfo:
But, as a man joined with others in civil fociety,
I am a debtor to all the fociety with.which I am
conneted : I muft defend my property as a part of
the common ftock ; and, of confequence, I matt pay
taxes, and help to fupport the fovereign, who pro-
te€ts and guards the whole fociety. Hence it is,
that thofe who live in.the centre of the kingdom,
pay as much towards the flzet, as thofe that live on
the fea coaft; tho’ they are not half fo much expo-
fed tq the depredations of invaders and pirates. —
(3) The laws of God and of the land bind me to
‘obey my rightful fovereign rather than anotker king,
in all things which are juft and reafonable; But
none of thefe laws bind me to employ one lawyer
rather than another, under the fearful penalties due
to rebellion and kigh treafor.  1f the American pa-
triots confidered this, would they not blufh to infie
nuate, that we may change our fovereigus as we do
our tradefmen ; and that, as the Coloniits no longer
demand the protetion of Great Britain, the Britith
legiflature has no longer any right to demand taxes
of them ? - Who couid fufliciently wonder at the
infolence and injuftice of the following plea, which,
1 fuppofe, is urged by Yorkfhire non-voters. ¢ Nei-
ther we, nor our county, sre reprefented in parlia-
ment according to our withes, We are not afraid
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of an invafion. Yorkthire is large and populous.
We can prote&t ourfelves : And therefore we refufe
to pay any thing towards the protetion of the Bri-
tith dominions.  #kat ave hawe is ABSOLUYELY our
own : Nor will we be robbed by ary budy; no not
by the legiflature. For, as we are defirous, that the
fovereign would keep his protetiion to kimfeif; fo
are we determined to keep our money to ourfelves.”
1 quetiion, Sir, if prejudiced as you are in favour of
the American patriots, you would not be one of the
firft, to exclaim againt {uch Yorkfhire patriots.
* Nor do you weaken my aruument taken from the
proper fees due to lawyers; by intimating, that fuch
fees are * LAWFUL. ACCUSTOMED f¢¢s,” and that
8¢ In England the fowereign has no power 1o recover a
debt even for himfelf, but according to Law.””  Has it
not been in all ages, and in all parts of the world,
the *¢ cuffom’ of civilized nations to pay taxes to
the protedlive power they are under? Is it not the
¢ cuffom’ of all juft fovereigns, to lay thofe taxes
according to the wants and emergencies of the go-
vernment ! When fuch taxes are properly laid by
the fupreme power which makes and executes every
law, are they not ** Jaw/ul/?” Is it not *“ according
20 laaw,” that the king and parliament laiJ alittle tax
upon our American fellow-fubjeéts ? And are there
no ftatutes enjoining, that the gocds of perverfe.
“fubjeéts, who refufe to pay lawtul and reafonable
taxes, fhall be diftrained ; and that, if fuch fobjedls
oppofe the diftraint, they fhall be farther proceeded
againft according to law ; efpecially if inftead of
paying taxes, they break ianto thips, and tyranni-
cally deftroy the property of their fellow-fubjeéts ?
If thefe obfervations overthrow your reply to the
rational arguments, by which [ have fuppcrted the
doétrine of taxation laid down in the Calm Addrefs;
1 may confider,

SeconpLY, how you anfwer my scrIPTURAL
arguments, on which, as a Céhriffian, 1 lay the

greareft firefs,
Page

PLa
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Page 52, you fay, ¢ The golden rule of feripa
¢ ture both for governors and governed, is this:
¢“ As yc wouLp that men fhonid do unte yeu, po YE
¢ EVEN 80 unto them. Now I prefume the good
¢ people of England aweuld not be willing that the
¢ Americans, in their affemblies, thoald tax Englifa
¢ property here: And why fhould we therefore de-
¢ fire, in our parliament, to tax American property
¢¢ there? : ‘

1 repiys The cafe is not fimilar. The Ameris
cans are proteied, and the Britith legiflature is the
proteiting power. The proteted owe taxes to their
protettors, and not the protectors to the proteQed.
You apply ¢ the golden rule of the fcripture” to
she cafe in hand, as unfortunately as 1 thould do,
if I faid, that this rule intitles my fervaat to com-
mand me, becaufe I have a right to command him;
and that | may juftly demand a fee of the phyfician
‘who 3ttends me, becau{e he jufly demands a fee
of mé for his atrendance. Nuy, if your argument
is juft, it proves that the king is bouad to pay yax
“taxes. You may go to his majefty, and addrefs him
thus, according to your patrio:ic doftrine; O king,
the golden rule of fcripture, both for governors and
governed, obliges thee to do to me, as thou awou/ig.
that 1 fhould do to thee. Now, thoa wouldtt that
I fhould pay thee taxes, and therefore, drop thy
Britith partiality, commence an American patriot,
and confefs that thou fhouldit pay me taxes. )

If the ubjettion, which you draw from our Lord’s
" gelden rule, is trifling; may not that which you
raife from his blefled example, be afirmed to be de-
plorable ? Our reformers fay, in their komily againft.
avilful rebellion, Partii, ¢ No examMpLE ought to
¢ be of more force with us chriftians, than the
¢ example of Chrift our mafter, who, tho’ he were.
¢ the Son of God, yet did always behave himfelf -
¢ molt reverently to fuch men as were in autho-
¢ yity in the world ia bis time. He behaved oot
€
]

himfelf rebelliosfly ; but upevly did teach the Jews,
to pay tribute to the Roman emperor, tho’ a fo-
: ¢ reign
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¢ reign and a pagan prince : Yea, himfelf with his
¢ apoftles paid tribute unto him.’ How different
is your deftrine from that of thofe loyal champions
of trath! That very example of our Lord’s Joyalty,
which they fo highly extol, you [indire&ly] repre-
fent as an inftance of weaknefs, *¢ How could ke
[fay you, p. §4] * awoid paying the tribute demand-
¢ ¢d of him ?” So, it feems that our Lord paid tri-
bute becaufe he could not awoid paying it! He did
it thro’ meceffity ! He broke his own commandments
delivered by St. Peter and St. Paul!  Submit your-
Jelves to every ordinance of man FoR THE LORD's
SAKE 3 —Ye muft be fubjelt not only for wrath, bas
alfo for conscience sake. Fear of wrath, and
homan prudence, were the flavith motives of his |
oyal adtion! Nay, you intimate, p. g5, that he
thought it lawful to pay tribute to Czefar, only in
the {ame fenfe in which it is © Jawful to give
s¢ highwayman our money,” and p. 54, you roundly
affert, that ¢ Suck a” [forced] *¢ jubmiffien as this,
¢ js all the fubmiffion our Lord’s exaMPLE can be
¢ fuppofed in the leaft to countenance.”
1f you could prove this affertion, Sir, the bright-
nefs of our Lord’s moral charalter would fuffer a
total eclipfe. For, if ¢ what a man has is af/-
lJutely his own ;* and if the Roman emperor had
not, as proteftor of the Jews, a reafonable claim
to their tribate-money, did not our Lord prevaiis
cate, and was not an untruth found in his mcuth,
when he faid to the Jews, who fhewed him the
tribute-money, Render therefore to Cicfar the things
awhich ARE Ce/ar’s ? In what fenfle could he fay,
that this money was C&sar’s, if Czfar had no
more right o it than an highwayman? And with
what moral prepriety could he bid the Jews to
RENDER fuch money to Cxfar, as a part of Cafar’s
PROPERTY ! o .
" This is not all; The manner, in which oar
Lord enforced paying taxes to Tiberius, thews
- that he refted this branch of our duty to our
neighbour, upon the veryc fame auathority, on which
he’
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e refted our ohslience to God himfelf. To be
convinced of it, we need only confider his evan-
‘gelical charge, Render therefore to CESAR, the
‘things avhich ARE CESAR’S and to Gob, the things
avhich are Gop’s. The manner in which the two
parts of this injun&ion are connefled, demon-
ftrates, that we muft pay taxes to the civil power
by which we are protefied, as confcientioufly as
we pay adoration to the divine power by which
‘we exift. But, according to your patriotic doc-
trine, our Lord’s folemn precept degenerates into
a charge as abfurd and profane as the following :
¢« Your money is abjolutely your own; render it
« therefore to Czfar, or to an highwayman, for
«¢ it is his if he demands it: Nor forget in like
¢ manner, to render your all to God ; for it is his,
¢ as your money is an highwayman’s.” What
monftrous do&trines, does your patriotifm couple
together! Geminantur tigribus agni!  And how
hard is it to do juftice to fcriptare, when we di-
‘re@tly or indire@tly part thefe infeparable precepts,
Fear God and homour the king, i. e. the proteitive
ower: Homour bim awith a reafonable part of 74y
[ubftance, as well as by thy refpe&tful behaviour !
et us fee if you are more fuccefsful in your
attempt to overthrow what you call my ¢ gramd
lea from feripture, taken from Rom. xiii.”” St. Paul
there proves by varicus reafons, that taxes are due

to the higher powers that prote& us. Such powers -

are ordained of God:—Refifting them, when they
Yay reafonable taxes upon us, 18 refifing the ordi-
nance of God ;—Thofe who refiff, in fuch a cafe, fhail
receive to themfelues damnation: — They are God's
minifiers to us_For Gooo; their grand bufinefs
beirg to prote&t us in the way of virtue, and to
curb of punifh us in the way of vice:—and shey
ttend continually to this wery thing, i.e. to our pro-
teQion when we do well, and to our punifiment
when we break the laws. RENDER therefore to all
their DVES, tribute to whom tritute is DUB, &c.
NP . [
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To fet afide the force of this nervous comment,
of St. Paul vpon the words of our Lord, RENDER
wnto Cfar, &c. you tell us p. 63, that **the apcfile
¢ does not take upon him in the leaft, to determine TO
¢* WHOM tribute was due.” Bat are you not mif-
taken, Sir? Does he not explicitly fay r0 avtom,
when he mentions the higher poavers that protet
us? Now if the king and the Britith parliament
are the higher powers, that have hitherto proteled
the Colonies ; does not the apoftle decide our con-
trover(y, as mach as if he faid, Let the American
Colonies pay taxes to the king and parliament, who
are the higher powers that bave continually attended
to the prote&ion of the Colonifts when they did
well, and now attend to the puniling of them,
becaafe they do ill? _
. But, you add allo,  The apoftle does mot take
S upon him to determine what QUANTUM of tribute
8¢ might be due.”” True: for, he did not attend con-
tinually to the dangers of the ftate, and to the beft
means of averting them. He minded his own bu-
finels, inftead of refleting upon the higher powers
in the execation of theirs, He knew no more than
you, and I, what expence thofe powers might be
at, to prote& him and all his fellow fubjets; tho”
he could eafily conceive, that fuch expence was

prodigious, fince zke chief captain Lyfias employed”
once an army to refcue him from the rage of mob.’

bing religionifts; and proteted him on another’
occafion, by granting him a guard of 200 Jfoldiers,
70 horfemen, and 200 Jfpearmen: AQs xxiii. 23, 27.°
Now as Paul did '‘not know, but myriads of his
fellow-fubje@s ftood in need of fuch a goard as
well as himfelf, and as he did not claim a place in
the legiflature jure diwino, he did not pretend to
determine the guantum of tribute neceflary to main-
tain a fufficient, prote@ing force, all over the
Roman empire. Bat what has this to do with the
queftion? Could not Pasl make chriltians under-
ftand that they muft pay rent to their landlords,
and taxes to the higher powers, without ‘¢ deter~

Cz- ¢ gining’

JPSCCEE
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 mining the quantum’® of fuch rents and taxes?
Moutt not a divine, who makes fo frivolous an eb-
jeétion, be at a ftrange lofs for arguments ?

~ Butyougoon: p, 63, “ The apottle only en-
€¢ joins the confcientious payment of what was due,
¢ to thofe to whom it was due, according to tie
¢ pature of the government under which they lived.*
‘True, Sir, if by the nature of the government under
avhich ave liwe, you mean the reafonable demands of
the legiflative power which proteéts us. But, if you
mean by this phrafe, as your fcheme requires, that
we are to pay taxes on{y according to the nice
{fpeculations of men, who cry up the conftitution
ene hour, and decry it the next, if it does not fuit
their chimerical notions of equal reprefentation, and
their injudicions ideas of Jiberty ; your dottrine is
fubverfive of the apoftle’s loyal precept, opens the
door to all manner of fedition, and leaves Chriftia
ans at an utter uncertainty with refpe& to a capital
branch of morality, the payment of taxes: And
i prove my affertion by the following obfervations.

(1) The Jews were divided among themfelves,
with refpe@ to the mature of the government they
avere under. While fome of them faid, We are
under the Roman government; We qwill have mo
Aing but Cafar; the patriots faid, ** We never avere
in bondage to any man ; we are freemen ; we are un-
der the Mofaic canftitution; we owe no taxes to

Cazfar. To pay taxes to an heathen ﬁrince is to
give up the excellent conftitution which our ancef-
tors have tranfmitted to us,” Now, in full oppe-
fition to thefe plaufible notions, our Lord bid the
Jews pay taxes to Czfar, actording to the Roman
government; angther government this, than that
which the patriots faid they were under.

" (2) When Jofeph and the virgin Mary went ta
" Rethlehem, to be taxed according to the decree of
Cazfar Augufius; the ableft politicians were at a
lofs to fay what was precifely the mature of the Ro-
man government, which the Jews and moft other

nations were then under ; fo many were the changes
which
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which it had undergone. At firft it was a monarchy,
by and by a republic headed by confuls, and by
and by a republic headed by a ditator. One time-
the fupreme power had centered in a decemvirate ;.
at an other tme a t:iomvirate had held the reins of
adminiftration. At that jun&ure the government
wore the form of a monarchy again ; but there was’
yet a confiderable minority, who held the high, re~
publican principles of Cato, Brutus, and Caffies,

" the three great patriots of the day. This minority

confidered Czfar Aaguftos as a'tyrant, and a rob-
ber, to whom no taxes were due ; aflerting that the
government, which the Romans were undcr, was:
entirely republican. Now, what muft {fubje&s do in
fach a cafe? Moft they refufe to pay taxes to the
power that aftually protets them, till the minority
and the majority are perfeltly agreed concerning
¢ the nature of the government under awhich they live ?
Or muft they lofe their time in trying to decide
nice, political queftions, which puzzle the men who
have ftudied civil law all their life ? A

(3) As it was next to impofiible, to determiné
with exaltnefs, what was the nature of the Reman
government ; fo it requires more wildom than mil-
lions of people in the Britith émpire are maiters of;.
precifely to determine the nature of the Britifk go-
vernment. The fitrong Whigs are for the republi--
can government which obtained in the days of
Cromwell and the romp. The ftrong Tories contend
for the high, monarchical government, which pre~-
vailed in the days of king Jamses I, Youand I,
Sir, are for the government which has obtained'
fince the revolution. Nor are youn fatisfied even
with this ; for you fpeak of arn avowed defect in the:
prefent conflitution : You are for an-equal reprefen-
tation of the people, thatis, for an utter impoflibi«
lity.: And p.l_?s, youinform us, ¢ Thattill theeighth
¢¢ year of Henry the VI, all the refidents in a
¢¢ county were permitted to ele@t reprefentatives,.
¢ without exception ;” infinvating that now *¢ the:

8¢ prefentation here in England is imperfe,” becaufe
C3 : that:

~ s
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that praQtice is difufed. Now, Sir, if this kind of
reprefentation is effential to the sature of the governe
ment we live under ; and if we are not bound to pay
taxes, which are not laid according to that ancient
form of the conftitution ; it is clear that no man in
Great Britain is bound to pay any tax at all: For
no tax is laid according to your levelling fcheme of
reprefentation, and according to the nature of the.
* governmmt which obtained before Henry VI, Hence

it appears, that, as the Pope’s bulls formerly loofed
Britons from the oaths of fidelity, which they had
taken to their {overeign, and by this means raifed
and fomented rebellions : _So your political refine-
ments loofe not only the Colonies, bat Great Bii-
tain alfo, from the obligation of payirg taxes to the
king and parliament. So true it is, that overdoing
is the way of undoing ; and that your politicks tend
to kindle the flame of rebellion in England, and to
 keep it up in America. 1({ay yowr politicks, becaufe
candor obliges me to do juftice to your good mean-
ing, and to make a friendly diftinction between your
erfon and your opinions.

(4) Should you fay, that, tho’ it cannot be ex-
pe&ted that every fubjeét fhall ftudy the nature of
all the wheels and fprings, which compofe thag
picce of political mechanifm, we call The conflitutia
on; yet every fubje& may chufe his own reprefen-
tative, whofe bufinefs is to decide what taxes mult
be paid according to the conftitution ; I reply, that
in moit Chriftian governments, the people are not
sllowed to chufe any reprefentatives, and therefore
in fuch ftates every individual moft, upon your plan,

“yevolt or perfoxally ftudy politics, that he may know
- how to pay taxes accordicg to. the waswre of the
conftitution. ) .
. Thindgs, I grant, are upon another footing in
England : But this does not remove the difficulty :
For [not to mention, that perhaps nineteen fubjeds
in Eogland out of tweaty, cannot chufe reprefen-
tagives] the members of parliament are as much
divided among themfelves, as the Romans were ;n
: the
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the days of Aaguftes, and the Jews in the days of
Tiberius. The minority declare that the Colonifts
are taxed egainft the nature of the conflitation ;
whilft the majority affert, that they are conffitutio-
nally taxed. Thus your patriotic comment abfolute-
Iy unnerves St. Paul’s dorine of taxation, and
Teaves chriftians in the great<ft yncertainty, with
refpe& to the payment of taxes, which are the fi-
news of government. For, if that payment be fuf.
pended on our notions of the nature of the governe
ment we are under, it might as well be fufpended
on the fiape of the cloads, and the colour of a pigen
on’s neck. .

Should you reply, tha: when our reprefentatives
do not agree touching the nature of .the government
we live under, we mutit follow the majority ; I an-
fwer, that the majority has decided the queftion:
But what care-fome patriots for the majority 7 Does
not Americatus openly oppofe their decifions, and
wifhfally quote the mifapply’d faying, ** Duice pro
patrid mori ;" jult as if mori pro pertinacid, was the
" fame thing as pro patrié mori 7 Q Sir, if the for-
mer is {weet, the latter is the quinteflence of bit-
ternefs ; for the fcripture declares, that wilful re-
bellion is as the fin of witcheraft, and that flubberne
mefs is as iniquity and idelatry,

We have feen by what arguments you have ep-
deavoured to prove, that the doirine of taxation
- efpoufed by the fovereign is irrationa/, and up-
Jeriptural ; Let us fee,

‘TuiroLy, How yon attempt to prove-that it is
‘UNCONSTITUTIONAL. -

Permit me, Sir, to lay this doftrine before you
with fome capital improvements.. The king and
pariiament believe, that the conftitution allows.of
indire& reprefentation, and that among the feveral
forts of indire/? reprefentation, fome are /gfs and
‘others moré indireét, " This fentiment is founded
R an
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on the following FacTs. (1) Tho’ the conftitution.
al'ows a woman, for inltance Queen Elizabeth or
Queen Ann, to be the head of the legiflative
power, yet no woman-fubje® can have any fhare
in the legiflatare; but all women are indire@ly
reprefented by the men; be their rank never fo.
high, and their property never o confiderable.—
(2) According to the conftitution, all the voters,.
who a&tually chufe parliament-men, indireétly re-
prefent all the voters who do not, or cannot attend
the elettion ; whether the abfent voters be at home
or abroad, in.jails or on fick-beds.—(3) Tho’ the
number of the non-voters exceeds ten or twenty
times the number of the voters; yet, according to
the conttitution, the votets indire@lly reprefent the
countlefs body of the non-voters, whether fuch
non-voters be poor men of age, or rich men
under age,— (4) The conftitution allows that
men of a certain profeflion fhall be particularly
reprefented, when men of ather honourable pro-
feflions are not. Thus the clergy are particularly

reprefented, when the rich body of our merchants,

the gentlemen of the law, thofe of the fleet,
thofe of the army, and thofe of the faculty, are
not allowed a particular reprefentation. - This
conftitutional partiality does not ftop. here: The
avhole order of bithops is admitted into the houfe of
Jords 3 but not one feat in the houfe of commons,
is appropriated to the order of the priefts. Such
is the latitude which the conititution allews herielf,
when fhe decides concerning the right of reprefen-
tation !—(5) According to the fame prerogative, the
orders that the little county of Rutlandfhire, fhall
fend as many members as the large county of Yorky
fhire; fo that if Yorkfhire is ten times more po-
ulous than Rutlandfhire, the reprefentation of a

orkthire freeholder is by ten degrees weaker or
lefs direc?, than the seprefentation of a Rutland-
fhire frecholder.  And, fuppofe the city of Briftol
contains a thoufand times more freemen, than the
decay’d borough of old Saram, thg coaftitution
- - allows,
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allows, that a burgefs of old Sarum fhall be a
thoufand times mere direlly, or particularly re-
prefented, thap ¢ freeman of Briftol.—(6) On the
{ame plan, fome fourithing and populous towns
are not allowed -to fend any reprefeptative, when
fome poor and deferted Cornifh or Welch boroughs,
fend as many members as fome of the greatelt
- cities in the kingdom.— (7) The conftitution al-
Jows, that the prefent members fhall reprefent all
thofe who are abfent; that the majonty of the
prefent members, fhall indiredly reprefent the mi~
nority; and that the parliament fhall determine the
affairs of all the Bnitiﬁl fettlements in Europe, Afia,
Africa, and in the Weft Indies ; altho’ the Colonifts
fettled in thofe parts havé no dire& reprefentatives
in parliament: [ fay me dire? reprefeatatives, bes
canfe the conftitution fuppofes, that as the men
- #ndire®ly reprefent all the women; the burgefles,
all that are not burgefles ; and the freeholders, all
that have no freehold; and as the majority in
parliament iudirely reprefents the minority, and
. the members who are in the houle indirectly repres
fent thofe who are abfent; fo the three branches

of the legiflature, indireftly reprefent all the poa
litical body. which is ealled the Britith empire, juft
as the head, the heart, and the breaft indireitly
reprefent all the natural body; whether the hands
and feet touch each other, or whether they are
widely extended towards the eaft and the welt.~=
(8) The profperity of the mother-country being
as clofely connefted with the profperity of the Co-
lonies, as the welfare of parents is conneled with
that of their children, Great Britain has as rational
and natural a right to reprefent the Colocies, as
garents bave to reprefent their children; prefent
urgeflcs, thofe that are abfents and voting free~

holders, thofe that have no vote.—Laftly, matter
of fa& demonftrates, that the American Colonies
are indiref?ly reprefented in parliament, and matter
of fa& bears down ten thoyfand fopbifms. 1 have
already made appear, that the conflitution auow;
: Q
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of various degrees of irdire& reprefentation, fome
proximate, aad others more remote. And, that
the Colonifts are reprefented in one of the degrees
which the conftitution allows, appears by the fol-
lowing remark: As a lawyer, who pleads your
caufe in a court of judicature, is indire@ly your
reprefentative, whether you chof: him or not: So
the members who plead ‘the caufe of the Colonifts

in the bigh court of Parliament, fhew themfelves -
theindirect reprefentatives of the Colonifts, whe-"

ther the Colonifts chofe them or not. And there-
fore, to deny that the Provincials are indire&ly rea
prefented in parliament, it as bold an impefition vp<

on the gocd fenfe of the public, as to deny that the

minority in both houfes of parliament oppofes the
" claims of Great Britain and votes for the Colonies::
For reafon, confcience, and the conflitution agree

to decide, that if the Coloniits are not indireétly.

reprefented in parliament, the members who plead:
their caufe, have no more right to vote for them.
than you and I have. My demonftration is fhort z
A confiderable number of parliament-men vote in
both houfes, that parliamentary taxation is unjuft
with refpe@ to the Colonies ; all the members have:
a right to vote in their favoar, and would do-it if
their confcience permitted; and therefore the Co-.
Jooifts are inconteftably, tho’ indireily, reprefented
in parliament. Nor can one of the members, wha
compofe the minority, give his wote for the Amevie
cans, without confuting himfelf, if he denies that
they are indire2?ly reprefented in the parlizment ¢
 And if they are indire&ly reprefented in the parlia-
ment they may be CONSTITUTIONALLY taxed BY:
THE PARLIAMENT. On this ground, which is firm as
matter of fafl, the majority. are ready to ftand the
minority and you, in all the coarts of reafon, which
are or can be ere€ted in Great Britain or America..
Confider we now what you objeét to this conffira~
tional do&rine, ' Page 37, you fay, * The non-
¢ voters here can point out their wirrval reprefen
¢ tatives, as clearly as the voters can point out their
- S direl reytefenm-ives. But who are the fpe'citic,
¢ virtual
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¢ virtual reprefentatives of America? Who are
-¢¢ appointed to reprefent the property there i*’ I
-reply: (1) The whole body in which the legilla-
tive power is lcdged, is appointed by the conttita.
tion to prote@ the property of all the fubjecs of
-Great Britain{2)Your ideas of reprefentaticn are
far too much circomfcribed. Tho’ the members
of a Cornith borough direczly reprefeat the burgefles
of that borough, yet they indiretily reprefent the
commons of all Ergland, and of all the Britith do-
minions. lf it were not fo, they could have no
voice in the houfe, except when the petty concerns
of their borough are debated. Now Sir, by the
fame conflitutional rule, by which the members of
a Welch borough are appuinted to manage the af-
fairs of all England; the members of Middlefex
-are appointed 10 manage the affairs of all Britifh
America. And if you want me to point out fome
of the indiredt, wirtual reprefentatives of the Amea
ricans, I take vp the firft news-paper, and point at
the names of the members, who dilinguifh them-
felves by their zeal to fupport what they judge to be
the rights of the Americans. And 1 afk, if thefe
‘Lords and Gentlemen do not ¢ndiref?ly reprefent the

rich and the poor in our colonies, whet right have . .

they to vote for the Colonifis more than the mem-
bers of the Irith Parliament ?

Page 31, You intimate, that it is ¢ perfeftly
¢¢ unconttitutional to exclude the Ameiicans from
¢ having a voice in the difpofal of their property,
¢ ‘whofe eftates may amount to thirty nine pounds
¢¢ per annum;” tho' you grant, that ¢ a man ia
¢¢ England can have no voice in the difpofa! of his
<< property, whofe eftate amounts to no moie than
¢¢ -thirty nine fhillings per annum.” But have yocu
forgot, that the conftitution allows *¢ the pot-boil~ -
¢¢ ers in the defpicable hovels of fome boroughs'
to have votes for parliament-men, while fome
¢¢ Freeholcers in Glocefler, Hereford, and London,
$¢ hawe no wotes for town or county,” becaufe they

are ncizher‘ freemen nor liverymen. On this im-
: poitant
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portant conceffion, which you make page g8, T reft
the following queries. If the conflitution allows
the taxation o? fome FrEzxsoLDERS in the cities
of Clucefler, Hereford, and Lowdow'; "altho® fach
frecholders, thro® an accidental caufe, HaAVE NoO
VOTES FOR TOWN OR COUNTY ; WhY can it not al-
low the taxation of fome FrEcHOLDERS, who thrd’
an accideatal caufe, have no votes for England or
America? And if you grant, that thé conftitution
permits, that fome men, who poffefsa PrezHOLD in
the centre of Great Britain, are con/fitutionally taxed
by the parliament, tho’ they have'no vote; do.you
not expofe your prejudice before all the world, if
you fay that the Colonifts cannot be confitutionally
taxed by the parliament, merely becaufe they have
no vote? B
I have prefled you with the cafe 6f fome mem-
bers of parliament, who are conftitationally taxed
wvith or awithout their confent, fo long as they chufe
to live abroad. P. 31, 32, you teply, ¢ The Amé.
ricans are af home:’ "You infinuate that my docs
trine fuppofes they ‘ are NEVER AT HOME,” and
you humouroufly fay, ¢ Were T a Colonift, the
¢ prerogative I would humbly fue for, fhould be
¢ that of being permitted to be ar fome, for home
8¢ is home, fays the old proverb, be it ever fo
¢ homely.” 1 anfwer, Lotd Pigot, a member
of parliament who is in the Eift Indies, and Mr,
Hancock, a member of the Congrefs, have the full
. leave of the conflitution to bé AT HomME. Only it
muft be remembercd, that, by emigration, they
have their hdmé in two places; as the gentlemen
who have a hoafe in London, and another in the
country. They have their legiflarive hame in Great
Britain, and their aZzal home, Lord Pigotin Bene
gal, and Mr. Hancock in Philadelphia. If they
will enjay the prerogatives of their /egi/itive home,
they muft return tobEn‘gland, juft astae gentlenien
who will.fill their feats in the parliament, and ene
joy their honours at court, muft leave their couns
try-feats and repair to Londons Nor.fay that the
IR : - dittin&ion
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diftin&tion I make between our aZsal and our Lgif-
- -lative home is‘frivalouss: for Dr. Price; yearamcie,
fays, *% They [the colonies] gloried in.thair relation
8 to wsjmand they wfsvays [poke of TH s country and
#¢ Joshked to it s TREIR HOME.”. Now, as the Co-
fonifts were never fo défitute of good fenfe, as o
“Jook on England as their afwa/ home ;:it remains
- that your éracle has {poken-nonfenfe, -or that,Eng-
land is their principal, Jegiflative home, And womld
" 10 Ged:they were ot grown {o.tineafy.as to.defpife,
- this ¢ home, ‘be it everfo homely!” - .
"~ You indeed hint at the.inconveniency.and im~
-poflibility of the Colonifts coming back:to their le. -
-gHlative home ; -but this objeQion makes.as mueh
. #gainft your fcheme -of reprefentation. as.againft
- ours; for you infinuete, -that-all the nonweters’in
~England may go-and dettlein the few:Borongls,
where the conftitution:allows. every pat-boilet to be
“*voter ;-and you give-us a hist, thacif:they do
- not, ¢ it ‘is-their own ‘fauls>’ - Butis itnot slore
- practicable-for all -the Freesholders m:America, tor
“erowd imto Great Britdin; than for all the noa-
* voters in "Great Britain, to crowd into fach.privi-
~deged -Boroughs -as ‘you- fpeak . of ; or for.all the
women who have freeholds in England, to:change
“sheir féx, that-they may -have:a vote gt :the next
- ele&ion ? : A
You reply, p. 48, ““’Fhereprefontation in:Enc-
~4¢ LAND is ancgual, ‘OWibg'to-a great variety ofica.
¢ {yakcircumritances, whi¢h-it would be néeiess to
¢ cenamerate.” Now, Sir, applying to all the
Britith empire, what you fay of England, I anfwer,
‘The reprefentation with refpect to AMERICA is
~¢¢ umequal 3 -owing:se-a great. vasiety -of ‘cafual cir-
#¢ camftances,” fuch-ds- emigration, -diftance, ‘jn-
_.terpoling feas, and the impropriety of multiplying
~* parliaments, which would #s much weaken the
: , D ' © empirg,

® Mrq Evans wants-each- American aflembly to be invefted with
-fupreme power in eonjuri@ion with.the Bm:’ afiter ~the-:model of
* the Iriflr Parliament 5 but I.with- the: Britith empice..too' wel), fo
“be of -is-fentiment, - ‘The - fame swle dwlds-in politicks, and i
. 3 >
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, ompire; ls'.ygnam'onld:dm;azpim of, g‘%k-& ark,
« §f you scbritrived-.0- make. each -wheel moxe._ thy
mieasdi of a'ifeparare fpring, - Thyg, U, 1am gat
- aiftakeny yopr ovee eomﬁoq!mbaﬁkag ¥ oue, of
. Dr. Prics's ubjeroativasy s Baw: that, , fo.4ar,. ygur
. awcempt-to demoifirats: that the. parliamentyry. dac-
tring -of taxation: is conwary so. the ropfitution,
. obly fhews 1hat it.is: TRUAY CONEFIY DFLONALs, .
~iCoine wemdw 10y Qureaprtal axgummens, Ahe. Airlt
part of which. runs £iaes x % Fhe Awesican, GAX
# hage: we ke in-thaoditbofalorf, his praperins - and
.80 aukat is wwarfe; thek swho are, . bave the poswer
O of - difpefing of ity are dnder ewerg poffible rempra-
48 pien-to abufithar poavery batanfesvery ﬂtflzwg'jbg
i 9% akw-out of the pocket . of a8 Amqrican is famuch
. 8% faed Ve $heiv swn s’ - To this ] seply. Fipd; p.
33, ¢ You miftake, for as many of the-Colay ‘%‘”
. &.chufe to pursbefc a frechold in Eggland, ,MaAY
-4 eeome: cloftors ;- aad 48 f0aay a3, have, a fuffici-
¥ envfartume, muy -bochedidaterat the next elece
- sinibe stacadding, sthat. you: yonsfel 1 fpeak af,2
.!'S[‘Qd‘lﬂﬂaﬁclu ‘candidates ke SY&s; ﬂ,ﬁ.‘@ 20 4=
88 sherieie,  Bot you take no agtice of, this, fuff:
,’."t ‘.3“(\"“3 ."" KR - PUNELE AN '8 VA A AR
.+ Prifiing you £i)} farther, -1 remind .you that
¢ There are feveral members in: both honfes of par-
_buljmedt;owhohave:anery targe propesty in Ame-
St Hed; audwho,> whep they, fax sbe (olonitts, raké
.8 far tiove money owt:of their: owa pocket than
JE 2103 a0t M alaunly DY 21900V ai OF sa1 Y Ry
B caraeunl i) Te @ .ai.ive D3 Loy TELY ,g,:. \];“;‘:—U‘-
2 epanicls I TH thote’a povimestat aid. o cpchingaus heal-
- iy Coriphidined, xbe wedaais s retion, and £ ETler shé
Uihnvgefv"iﬁthﬂﬁtmwﬁamq;}géig the glgry an | rength
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ok ot coladtjtutipmto: sall,, o[ toris teves atqub rébundus,
Ny :iacgﬂ'd, nay’ p:;x‘g,a%el‘:s\ﬁ?:\gn ody Witk ont hﬁ&l #Josen
?g‘f“fh;;% }5933 got be teafbd s led Bréat Btuir wed] dodr Ca-
- Jonies erhi iﬁﬂgt&‘dﬁ\vsﬁﬁ mwwwww
courts of parliament, If fuch ncegw,&g‘l;-

~'ani a dozen fupreme
. M multiplications ¢@ né¥tend to {peedy diffolution,
+ certainly doto we:knefs, confufion, flownefs of operation, and a

*thoufat d esi'e w.rich France with her feveral unconneied patta
. pronte-fo fovseely feclse




L“f Te { J?,I .

< they:probably do odt of the pocket of Mr, Hawe
¢ cock.” To:this yodreply, page 41, ¥ Bur'whdr
o« Jeturith have e Umevicanty thatidiere awithale
<R RN i s TS prarivns A Ananogens
Pheffhive the' ame fecyrity “forit, whick: sve

BaVe' tfiat there “with afwayy: be s -prince- to- ifl: -
the thrbne, ‘and 2’ ovuiber.of peers ‘to compole ay:
kodle of Eofdsi ‘5Tt i ot impofitble that:a’plagee -
fhotld fweep 2way all the voyal family, and.allthe -
nobifity - bac would it betiphet;-to diftrefs the pabs -
Fic"ofon futh 4 'foppefition'? > Wiouldsit+ not-be mie -
diculowd 1o ¥Highten the Fples chy. ‘telling them

thar the’ confiturion v in -danger,dod that, as.we
kot wv fecit ity that il “the voyad family aad.all:the

riobilRy * will not ¢t of sthe-plague,: ior-be blown vp-
by-a fecond gun-powdes plot, “ewr. copfiswtion is -

¢Syt foft;?: ifid-wesare: likesly: to have foon_anos
ther Yump patliament ‘withoat king;. aad withoat
oafe U LoRdEH> +7000 e 1 i o 4 s

BBt yo'radds ss Elifyall she membars of the Briv

13 parfidtiens* Kad: Amirivas proporty): thep sueeld’
w5 0ds B o ‘a Ieloeb itk o we- woers i Evngland.t
Ereply ¢ If the American Colonies are, 25 fome pazriv
ots “fuppofs,thecapitsl fpring of Britih wealgh; all
the menbers of ‘parliament have a-paricelar,, thet
indireét concern in the profperity of tbe.Colonifls ;

»

A

nor' doés theeonftution seqiire that tpopd fyb. -
jet thould Be'on- 2 levet with emch other .in.euery . -

2offiblevefpag. The Americany thoudd be thankful
for'betng on o level; - not-onhy with. .thennqn-voters-

in Englindg #h* thekmportant right of gualifyig. -

themfelves to-be veters, or candidates for feats in

parliament; but alfo-with the free-holders in Lon-
don who have no vote, sad with the ‘members of
parlfament abroad; whe, thro’ emigration, cannot:
adually’ Marec i vhe - legiflatore. -1 gepeat ity to-
attemptto Bring abbut- o veprofentation -eqaal ia:
svery refpef, isas abfard as'ed actempt-makiog ald

our-fellow-fabjeQts of ong¢' fize, one dge, one fex).

one’eoamy;'-mmmm.r;ﬂk,ﬁ,;ndpde §£7 . .
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~Ancrherol my anfwers to. your. grand srgument
ran‘thbs:- “P is:improbable. thatiour. lawgivess
¢ would fave *a dirty- fhilling in tbeis. pockets.by
¢ opprefiively fahing .one. aov.of;an, «x:txg’cm’o‘
¢ ket.<-Béing men eof.fortune, ;thep are saifed
¢ by their einmﬁmnsbow,thhe-,fclonia;s—,uiek'
¢ youfpéak:of.” Page 40, you humagopily zeply,.
-frupﬁore; Sir, if -you fhoald-lead . 8 few thoae
¢ (snds-to any of our Jegiflatorsy yan would agt
¢ preteridrte afk- for & bond. . It wounld be.yngame~
“ roas'tor fafpect men of fuch.gircumRances: 3s the
¢ cenflitution -oblipes  all .owr lawgjvers i@ -be,
‘< ‘off fucli: a: filomvee: seick 28 .m0t paying, LO"‘

-

“ again.”’ Bt thie reply of yonts is fally :

ated by my fifth-anfwer, whielsis.as follews: ¢ IF.
¢ the: Colenifte: were. afraid of. being taxed mpre
¢ hevilythamthe role of proporsios adlows, thonld

# they not have humbly requefted, thet:shie. paslia-

“ ment wodld-finle- the' matterbyanract,’— oo
¢ ».3owD,” which mighs bave been.an gffciteal
chetl upon the: sbude of the power.of tagation 2, .
You thiake te upnerve this snfwes by. fayiag,, p,
42, % Wha the : Colonifts fan/d. baye-dose:is.0n8
s thing, and wivet the Britih parliameat. jas 4
¢¢ js- amother.”’ True: ‘The parliament has lai
upox thé-Colonifls - little tax, sud they haye re-
volted; inftend’ of -paying it with the loyalty which:
becbities - good fubjeétey - and--with- the . prudence
which: becomes. mén' jeslous of their. liberty 3 and’
therefore their condudt-isanjuflifiable, and.that of
the'parliamenc. renfonable: , You farther jnfipuate,.,
that, a} you ake-nes obliged to *‘ snform ro.ths.
o ﬂh&#ﬁ:ﬁvnby’" féthe Colonifls wese not.oblia .
gedito fubmit te:Britifh. tanasien in:the prudential
mawner | bove mentioned. .- But the cale.is.oot pa-
rallel. - Neither chrrifiinagsy nor the conflitution o.
bligés ws te. conform: oo -she - ¢itablifhed church;.
wheress bath esjoin vs .10 render s ol thir DUBS,.
sribute to- avkers (pibure. is- DuBe thatiiiy tothe fyy-
preme prowclive power, et ok
A Y (] ]
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ter [y
. You %_hm anothey ftring to your bow: Senfible

. that dhi¥ plecedfog wrgwmeat: is: oy Hreag enmugh
to mmgne trro§~ ofcmbéh:m intor a thinking

e’ bréqit, >you-add, p.q2: -A man that sobs
SO e 8y the bighway, may-thisk that | _have
et grevivufly -him ~4f -he did wot wast my
¥ fioney ssibucd prefamethis will - aat judlify dis
. U robhiny me™ ¢ S0, Sir, yow:will always ifing-
:ee‘ :gmr.we' d? ol ;mt bovaxd t:‘r:y reafoneble:
“taxed to’ the “lepiflative powar .which proteQs.ies;
“t¥am we are"bowsid %o g’iiep:;l MRy £0- . robber
“who'defandi-it! Butwhen Americumas arzues in
_this vhanner; “doés-he'nok-conteadict-8¢.: Ravl;. Jafus
Chrig, and Me. Bvans himfelf,-wbo fp. 27} not.
Only grants Srhe mebeffty of fullieids payiag taes)”
"But jatimrates that ‘o maa: who. dwies wbe paspritty of
“tHat'caftoni, snd the -ground of shat propriety,. is-
“hagit of oRe off anreafomable beings in. ehe axiverse,
| Gid a Ieve politival Dwivete?” It does pat hee-
* ¥ome me'to~decide Now- far: ypu-have dsasva yogr
* Wi pittere in: thiv eandid:- conceflion 5. Rat,, as.
* yod Rait youriasfer fo My drghmaes by thig djf-
| gay?o! ‘ybup: eonfificacy, sl -mey define- the pebiic.
‘%6 jadpe, whether yoar:-replygives: a . fiaithing
" Mok to *the: saufe of tha paribamant, orite. yose
owa, - . . S I S P
“*The other part of yosr capital argoment runs-
thas : The Britons «ho bave .00 vote, or who are:
wnable to 'vate by emigration, may ¢‘coalent.to
i che difpofzliof- their. pioperty, becaufs they have
& always #his’ flenrity, that thofe who.take an ace
(' ¢lve pure id e @ilpofal wi their- property, muft
%t the fame time difpofe of aa:equal proportion.
®e.gf their-owas™ r»l-‘h!‘va.ﬂ'tﬁifmwo; that the-
olonifs have confidesable:degreea of Acaritn that
dhig gtt‘liumm will a0t tax: them- di/pregonriepadirn
v 11-ihey had properly: alked. a- fuller fecusity.,.
#afiead > of fiyiag 10 -arms; the parjiamens wouldy
wuidoubredly Wave grented their requelt; Buts withy-
olit dwelling dpda this anfwer; &0 owerthrow, Yous
argument. | need only. obfervey- thas.it iedngonglan
[ S D. 3 M.
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ifive begasdh is-gan bo zetor and faps the'foan-
gdavion: of whal you -gall ¢ "ax&ign'tél}ﬁo}-
€< Yedgs” of 4he commons, which is,—+hat-8e- mo-
omey-Wills can_teafonably * originare Eii fromi Thems-
o4, frhow.” -For, if moncy:Yills slwaye originated -
tfsony the Zprdy, who asesisher than che populace,
- thed:cdmmods Would have plwgys ahis fecarity, that
KlieLosds fupabing amadlivq pas du. the difpo/al of
Whepeopia’s puiforiye. muf &t 3ie jame jine dijpofe O
Taiquml. sprepestion of -sheir puumy . S0 eafily can
1yoar il‘l -argement be purned againlf your own
emife ! Ald do greais thaipconsi ency of 3 (yltegn,
@onq part-of owbich yow gapnot foppert. withont
“valipundermiving thoother.l . ..o . i
B :,l;w ‘mndt ﬁz:”mn;mmeh lvgsgiq yont
crsafon, 1pinty,: A0d fobep pasristifp 5 1 hapes DiFy;
.ﬂi@mxwluﬁci& a fie, «%u&.ws"bﬁ%
“waling thmeitis asimprudent po.aitack » pood ar-
- gumenuin the eld  of consmvery, asta lay hajd
 of 'an antaganif’s fwprd mith -2 paked hand 1o a
- field of \:B.aul:k; .that - your reply &hy(givcn' 1:e Ll;‘:l.
yopporsasity ob cexfiwning @y Ymdicatian; and that
:;thedo?:beroislapapin"mf@ the parlige
aapt)ise tgely s rasianaly firipmsaly -3nd conflitutis-
nal. Q E. D. ' L
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;% “Would have takew my leareof yoa ‘in the pre-

I Gediog letter, "had ‘1 aov-confidered, ‘that a py-

“sient congrovertitt odght:to contend for Truth, tiH

1R n,)?s her fill 1iderey. " “The wroeh Fidefend is
re

-y

“ho

yat-yet fres. She:is Rill-bound, with, chree orfoar
faf thie chains you have loaded her with. « Nor con
. Ecémplete iy refcue, without fb;ghkl{g ‘them with

iy polegical bammbe.

- ) =

Ta b %

5.1% e fisft -of thife thateri yoar error {or.th

of Jiord Camdep) conierningthe' ABSOLUTENESS
‘gy;6guz_quys_&rf§ Sl e ~I
" Page 44, you fill'infinudte, that **WPhar o maw
:}.‘,‘; “’ugf 3 t,pysqﬁurn‘?,lix own " ',ch’é’fkhel‘éf;,
. prefled by.my objettion, you indireétly grant, that
[1God, bas. &’ right to our property. But if Gid
. has @ right .to_qur property, does he not dele-
,, gAte:this rightto_our political'gads, I mean to odr
~Lawgivers and ‘Governors, who are his lieutenants
. a0y reprefentatives ?- ARA in this cafe, how can you
. fay-that o MaN has a right to take aur -properiy
. from’ ys withoyt ouf confent; our property bé-
,-Ap '42{(1&:@0_0;\:“0@ ? ‘I ‘fill farther affert; that,
".£0.lapg as we live in fociety, our property isa part
...of the commonwealth: Butif it is ‘ABsoLuvsLy
. .eur,own, how can it be g part.of the coMMON-
‘WEALTH? Andif it is & part of the coMmpfi«
i WRSLTH, how can’'itb¢ ABSOLUTELY eur own ?
I fupport
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I foppert this dilemma by the following Qaesies.
an’i:t:'qch a novice ih’ politicks as nogéglﬁdw;
that private:interefl, jo..a thoofand cafes, ‘s fo
yield 1o pablit geod ; and, of confequenee priciaw’
_poflifian ta pablic claims? If a man Kas a thod:”
fand bafbelp of wheat, which be hpards up'in'timie-
of fcarcity, may he hog be jutly compelied to'fetf
it at a reafonable price, tho® he and his reprekne
tative fhould cry out ever o loud, ** Opprefliop t
tyranny ! robbery »’—If a nobleman found rich
mines of coals in his eftate near London," cobld he
nat belegally hindered- from, working thefe mines,
left the Newcaftle colliers, and a thcufidd failors”
fhould ftarve for want of eémployment i —ff Briftel
wese befieged, and you had a houfe vear the wally,"
‘where the enemy might lodge Hhig forces” to ammoy:
the city ; might not your houfe “be juill pollat’
down ; tho’ you and yous American reprefentitive-
fhould refufe your confent to the verylat?—If you~
Rave sich meadows, which you delight in%' ’inﬁ?f’
the. general good requires, that a fort’ be erefied:
mpon. them,, or 2 canal ¢ut 'thro® them; may yoar
natbe. made {enfible that the public has’s fuperior®
right to your property ; and that yodr’ grund i§-
* not {0 abfeluzely your own, but you mhy be’com.
pelied 1o :part with, it for the good of the kjng-
‘dom !—If you have "a fhip  ladéh “with' oods
brought from the Levant, and.you want to fell
them immediately. to prevent their. being fpoiled ;.
_and if theze is fome  reafon to fear, thHarthey will
.sonxey the plague ; may not a magilttate, i Tgﬁee
_of you and an hundred reprefentatives, if you'héd.
.aright te chufe fo many, force you to let youp
.goosa fpoil, rather than to endanger the lives %of
“thoufands ?—And, to come to the caft 6F the ‘Cato--
mifts,. if. you and your repreféntative fancitd; - thae
_ you, owe nothing to the fovereign for'proteétthg toun
“in-time. palt, and that you caa very ‘well prore&
_ yousfelyes Tor the titag to come; “and if, vpon futh
_ aefapcy, -yourefyled 6@ sontribute to ’_('he‘f ‘ekpeiice
ofi the, gengra) protcctign ; think “you 'die putric
. .“.‘ .. - - T e e w0 ,1i l‘

.. -~
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wauld be duped by your ‘conceit; sHd'griént you-to

live as' freg from™ taxesd in‘Ehghnd, as Divid did”’

inIfrael, when he had flaim Golath'® Wodld’ner'
our Governors jufily’ féize upon a'propbrtion:8f*
yoBRr prqre;ty, whether'you dud your reprefeitavive”
r:?fqn;b y cofifented ‘to it or-whether'you sbfiirdly
raifed the neighbourlicod by the patriotic ery of -
¢ Tyragny! rabbéry!"and‘mlirdér’]?”" ' ~
Nor is it only our property, which is not ebfo-
luthly our own, when we live in civil fotiety: Por

whiat I have faid " of our goods, niay be applied to” -
oy perfons. ‘We ateé not adfolurely ooy own. Hence

it iy, thatin all civilized countries, wheh the fo-
vereign wants foldiers’ for the proteétion of * the

comimonwealth, a miljtia'is raifed ; and if the'lot: -

falld upon a dpacfﬁc' farmer, notwithitanding his obw
jeetions, and' the oppofition’ of his’ p,trliammah;y“
reprelentative, he muft” bear arms, eicher in‘hie-

ewi perfon, or'in the perfoh of his'military repres
fentative, And when no fuch reprefénitatives can’

be procured; the imes who are able'mity- be-perfoné’

ally preffed into the fervicé of the comménwealth,

Henice'it is ‘that,. ii anm emergency, thie fovereign~
iffues prefs warbants to raife fallors for mmingt

fleet. An hardfhip 'this, which, great-as it 1} is:
not. {0 great as the general overthraw of the«flate. -

LRV o

I Yout fir# ertorabour the abfofatenefwof Sar- -

propety, naturally leads you info a’/Bevwd conterns’
ing 'ABJECT sLAVERY, whith you confound’ with:
Io‘ya;lk/ntjeﬂin. Hence you fay, p. 34, &c. ** If
¢ there be any maw, call him' by what mme you-
¢ pleafe” [youw fhould have faid, agreeably to the

e in'debate, if there be any fifof men, cell them' .

by. what nanie you pleafe, lawgivers, mogilirates; or
officers of thelegiflative powet ] **-whohas™ [or have:
s<a right’ to take it [his property J without his eon«:

© s¢ feng exprefl:d by himfelf vr reprefentative, wheris, -

S¢ this but the guintefferice of flaviery ¥ Whereio'debs
¢¢ the cafe of {uch a than- differ'trom f‘tm:t‘if'-x:::
' »
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8¢ mof} abje? flavve in the unjverfe? God’s leutes

¢ nants may, . it istrae,  be very.mild, apd- kin

. anet reafopable in theiy dcm;qu,,andz;:quiré, S;
* .mare. of. fuch,a man than,it is bighly juft he
“.fhould pay :—but wha:thea? If my property be
¢s.aq. their difpofal, not. my cwa,—what becomés
¢ .of my libesty? The map that rebs me of five

¢ fhillings only, ‘commits a rpbéery as muach as the

¢ _mao thatrobsme of five pounds. "The moft ab.

.

*¢ ject flave ig the paive;fo may chance to have & -
¢, very good mafter; bat fill, if he is ar.sfe i/~

¢ pojad. of his mafler,—he iy eqaally a-flavg when
¢ treated well as when treated UL |

The , plavfibility of this.argument refts’ Bpon

the followiog miftakes, (1) You fifl fuppofe, thag,

.....

infifing on moderate taxes as a reafonable ¢qpiva~

lent for proteciion, is & fpecies of robbery ;' whereas
fugh-a demand, by . the confent of all men, except

the patxiats of, she day, isasreafonablt as the dez’ |
mapd of, & modecate See, which a. diligent lawyer

has 1pas hisclient.—(2) You do not copfider, thaf
the (alonifts, being indireQly reprefented in pars
Kament,, byve s much. conlented: by théir ingire

reprefentasives, to pay faxcs to the parliament, as.

the patriots and yon haye conflented by youp direch
reprefematives (0 be gdditionally ;taxeg{ 1n order to.
bring. the Colonies to reafon,—(3) The latin ' word”
Seryus, means not oaly a ferwast, but a bond-man.
a4 8 feves-Asd the eaglibh word, Serwjtudes.

means both favery, aud the fate of a fervant, Bt |

wopld it bejght in me to avail myfelf of tkis ana~,

logy,- to put all the patriotic fervants in the 'king~

domgout of conceit with their fervitude, and to make
them.thake of the yoke of dependance, under pre-
tence that fgrvitu#! is abje&t flavery, whether a fer-
vant is treated well of ill 2—(4) In hebrew the word:

[obed] ferwint, means.both a flave and a_fubjed.
But would. you have approved of Abfalom’s con-~

dud,.if, on this account, he had alienated the:

inds.of bis fagher’s fuéjeds, and made an.injudi-
3@;:&@9}&&%}%«;- that 1:59209\'“-&":5‘7651-,
) T Y}

Ao Ha L0 e
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rhifs “himfelf 'to"poe? ‘gévesnnient,  comrmentes dn
et Mg P "Who does hor:‘fee the incontlafives
1éfs'of this drgument # An' §4jel? fuve is bound
€5 (0Bmit KMl reafonlhy or wirta/isiably toi'bis
Iéa’.}li? Sovertigni “A lojal fubjesis bound vo fub-
_thit himfelf ‘rea/onably @ “his Jawoful Soveweign :
Add theretore,” as they are both bound to fubmst cr
" SUBJECT ‘themfelves-to their Sovereigd, they are
. Botki ¢ 4hje&z flaves’™ Such logitk, Sir, ‘may cone
vert ‘heated’ Ainericahs t& yout ‘overdoing patrio-
L tifm7 bur, #f L drh rot ‘miftakeny it will confirm
judicious Britons in their conftitotionat Loyiley,—
() Yo tonclugde your argument: by faying, ¢ 4
SLAVE is cquatly @ suaVe, avhen 1reated awell as
 Rauhin treated iI}* ard you tight have added, £
SOBJECT if equally a SUBJECT, when treated well as
dohen'theatid ili : {:u t then the pill woild not-have
beén ; ’{‘oifgr]y goilded ; and your'owh foydlty, as
well’ 5; ety; woufd have taken the alafm: at a dot-
trifne, Wwhich Behr$ fo hard dpon tHis gofpel precept,
fF ery fib) B sU B ECT 10 'the hifher Podvtrs. >
Fot Iy’ pait, "wharever ‘you'!may fay .of fny
. “mearinefs;” "1 will be the firoant; the futjed, and'
x? you' pleafey”Sir, The sLaVE of 600D goYernniedt.
I'4m determingd to glory in the fubjedion; of which
.You feem to be fo afraid ‘and 'athamed t And apply-;
ihg'td a8 frieman what the” Apoitle fays of "a 8o, |
do fiot Terople o'aflctt, thit a fieéman, * fo-lotg a5
.lz‘evlive‘s”in‘fgcié}_y‘,‘ and is'a SUBJKCT, iffittth no-
thing from’ @ SERVANT: or SLAVE who *is well’
‘: treated ;7 bat' 1§ *’I'Nntk“g'awmoi‘s' {tawgivers-
‘and miagittrates] uneil the time appoirted of his Nea<
venly Farlier for his 1émbving“fiom earth; and léav.’
ing thfe focicty of ‘mvrtals. Gak, ¥ '1,"2- **To op."
(Fole this” doltrifie] ' is-to ovkrthrow” fibisiion' dnd:
.go,ifé‘ifr}iquf; Wh?fh‘fﬁahcf or falF together,” « < n Al
T TR GEL T Evory s o Ten paq Birow vl
. e}u SPSEYE bett 3 drw uss wids go 3 b
SR Ward s ehe Berd iR 6¥ Poweg !
believe WAtH S.Bit, chdv 7 ﬁa%rmm*%,*%g
¢rdained o¥ 'Gob, who'is the fountain of all power,
and
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-and the aathor of all good government. I date.the

divine communication of power, from the paradifi-

acal age; yea, from the hour in which God fald
to Adam and Eve, Muliiply, and replenifh the cartt,
and fubdue it, and HAVE DOMINION over—every
living thing. Gen. i. 28. Here, Sir, is the origi-
nal grant of Power? and whofoever wantonly re-
Sifeth the Power which Providence calls him to obey,
_breaks this great political cbarter of Gop, which
is ffolﬁrongly and fo frequently confirmed in the
el
£ ou reply, p. 74, ¢ The fiift man could have
%% .no pawer to prote&t and rule mankind, till there
$¢ were fome for him to rule.”” But is not this a
imiftake ? Mifhz not God endoe him with’ a pro-
. seftive, as well as with & prolific power, before the
carth. began .to be replenithed ? Would you .not
.wonder at my pofitivene(s, if [ infited, that ‘Gaod
could pot give to Adam power 10 multiply and rale
his fpecies, becaufe his {pecies was not yet multi-
"plied, and goverpable; and that our Creator could
.hawe o creative powar, till creatures rofe into pofi-
tive exiftence ? .
But you add, p. 75, * When Adam became a fa-
ther, he had as much power as_any other father;*’
And, p. 77, you atk, * Does not every father re-
-ceive the Jame divine right of dominion ?” afferting
that, ¢ There is nothing to be inferred from the
‘¢ parental authority of Adam, but'is equally ap-
¢¢ plicable to all parents without exception.” 1 re-
.ply, that it is coatrary to all diviaity to fay, thgt
every parent is endaed with all the authority, which
Adam was invefted with when God faid to him,
SUBDUE the carth, and navE DoMINION. You are
.too judicious a divine, not to fpeak a different Jan-
’guage in ‘the pulpit. You know, Sir, that Adam
was invefted with charatters, which he could nec
commanicate to a// his pofterity, and which confe-
«quently are not commeon to.all men. A fimile will
poflibly convince you of your miftake. King
‘Geoxge the third is, . with refpe@ to his children,
: T ’ o what
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* what Adam was-with refpe@ ta his pofterity, . -Hé
i4 4 Farhir, and” 4 Kings * The fi? chatabter'he
cai ent#il upon all: his fony; but the ficond he edn
evtait 'ugon notie 'but-the ‘prince of Wales ' This
thews the inconclufivene(s of the argement you:
draw from << ‘Eve’s motherhood;” and *¢-perticaat
v government.” I reverence the queen; and; if
fhe filled the tlirone‘as queen Ann did, I would:

“fubmit nvyfelf to her good government, not -becaafe -
of ‘Eve’s motherhoed, but becaufe God faid to Ewe
[as well-as to-#4am] in her regal capacity, Hawe
dominion; and- becaufe he fays in the decalogie,
Honour thy {political} Mother, as well as thy poli-
ticil Father. Nor fhould I be athamed to advance
thefe twd ¢apital feriptures-in fuppore of the Eng-
liflk conflitption, if-you excited me to dethrone am:
Etglifir queen,“and urged the propristy of the /of
Jahigue—a: French law- this, whieh, in all eafés;
exttodes princeffes from the right of futceeding to
thecrown, " - T o , TR
~ You try to‘embirrafs the fueftion by faying,- p.
79, ¢ You- ma&t’ tell us whe1s Adem®s heir; What
¢¢.daes it fignify what poser Adam had, or whae:

N ":gmer he lefc behind him:to his” [gewverming].-
*ec. fucceffors; unlefs 'we eertainly knew who thofe-
¢ ficceffors’ are.?” But I reply,- thae,- in every:
country,- thofe‘who fhare in the deminios: given to:
Adam and Eve-in their regaki capacity, -dre as much
ktvown'as ‘the king and- parliament are known in
Ebgland; :the doge-and fenaté at Venice,- the eme
perorandidittin ‘Gérmany, themanarch in ‘France,
and the ' defpot in Pruffia.” Whoever, by the gosd'
providence of God,-is*endued with the-fegidaive:
and prote@ive power inthe country where I refide,’
aird retaing that pswer By the content of 4-majority-
of :the people, is ‘the' highér' powrr; which | confi--
decids® abtualy omdafmea-oF Godi:far -y protecs.

-tion. * “Fo" thas power I 'will chearfuly -fubmit, {0
far'ayit is uféd-tor goeds “And to-rhar powei 1 ‘will
¢onfeitntiodlly. pa?ft axesy forithe proteQtion whichs
&8 SAREEE ) N 'l.ehjny_g
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I'enjoy. And fuppofe that power was pofleffed by
an uzrper, { would lament the ufurpation, and
bear my teftimony againft it, till the fame over-
raling providence which removed Abfalom, John
of Leyden, Ket, the Rump, and Cromwell, took
that ufurper out of the way alfo. But if divine
rovidence, inftead of removing the ufurper, eftab-
fimed his power, as it did that of jJeroboam
in the days of Solomon’s fon, which I would
know by the general and lafling confent” of the
{eople. I would no longer oppofe that power,
ut fubmit myfelf to it as religioufly as the chrifti-
ans of the fourth century diﬁ to Conftantine the
Great, and as chearfully as the French do to the an~
cient family of the Capets; tho’ Hugaes Capat, the
firft king of that illaftrious houfe, was only a no-
ble ufurper. Such are, if I miftake not, the loyal
views which the fcriptare gives us of the origin of
ower; and fuch the marks, by which we may
now the power that divine providence calls us to
obey.

:&mﬁder we nové what a;e your vli;ews of the fame
doftrine. Page 66, you fay, ‘¢ Every good go-
¢ vernment iong Go!. Nor will the perfonal vigces
¢ of our Govermors, nor aoy flight error in their
¢ gdminifration of government, juftify our refift-
¢ jog them.”” Here, Sir, you fpeak as a chrifti-
an and a Briton ; and, fo far, I heartily fec my feal
to: your politicks. But who are our Goversors ?
Are they not the mea who areinvelied with govers-
ing, legiflative, and fuprems power? Now Sir, ac-
cording to this juft definition of the word Governe
ors, you have thrown down the diftin&ion between
the gowernors and the governed, and, before you are
aware, you have crowned king Maé. 1 prove my
affertion by your own words. Page 71, you write,
¢ Perhaps you will fay, The surrsmMe Powrn in
¢ every government, mufl be lodged fomewhere,
¢¢ and this power ma# be omnipoteat and uncon-

¢ o it. ! he Brite
4¢ typulpble. J allow it. Bat d}: glory of ¢ ety

’
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¢¢ ifh confltitution is, that Tus reoPLE have nevef
¢¢ parted with Tu1s power, but have MosT RELI-
¢ grousLy kept it 1IN THBIXR OWN HANDS.
‘Thus, Sir, according to your doftrine, the su-
PrEMs and GOVERNING power, belongs not to the
GOVERNORS, bat to THE PEOPLE, that is, to THE
covirNep. Was ever a more prepofterous doc-
trine impofed upon injudicious patriots? O Sir,
what you call ¢ ke glory of the Britifk conflitution,’”
would be the fhame of the worft government. Nay,
upon this plan, there could be no government at
all. For, fo long as the GovErNED ** mof religi-
¢ -oufly” [(hould you not have faid mof impios/ly and
abfurdly] keep the [GOVERNING] poaver in their own
hands, that power is in every body’s hands. And
the moment this is the cafe, there is an end of go-
vernment ; anarchy takes place ; king Moé breaks
all the laws with an high hand ; and a tyrannical
populace fiercely trample upon all order, and carry
devaitation wherever they tarn their fteps. Thus,
Sir, you have helped me to prove the truth of this
deep propofition-of jadicious Mr. Baxter, who, afe
ter having ftudied chriftian politics near thirty years,
left it upon record, that, ¢ If once legiflation, the
¢ chief a8 of goverament, be demied to be any pare
¢ of government at all, and affirmed to belong to
¢ the pesple as foch, who are we gowrermers, ALL
¢ GOVERNMENT WILL THEREB¥ BE OVER~
¢¢ THrOwN,”—and the grand principle of the
fierce, mobbing, and levelling + Anabaptifts wilk

be ¢ mof religionfly” fet up. :
E 2 This

4 Icall fomme Anabaptifls ferce and lewsliing, to diftinguith themy
from the  mild and M{‘dubattﬂir," zhom 1 hmenﬁ-
oned Vind, p. 46, where I commend the candor of Bithop Burnet’
for making a joft diftinétion detween thefe two forts of Anabap- '
tifts ; and fer obferving, that ¢ they cwere not all of the fame tems—’
pere’””  This, one would think, fhould have hindered cur bre-
thren who contend for anabaptifm, to think that I reflc® on:g‘



‘[: 40 ] ' ,ht.‘...

- This. dofirine of yours, Sir, brings to my re-
“Jnembranee an anecdote, to which-a loyal and pi-
oud Anabuptit undefignedly helped me fome weeks
ago. In order to convinee me that what Ms. Bax-
ter fays ‘of the high republican fpirit of the Ama-
baptits and Indepen dents is not tree, he fent me
the 1Vth volame of Blennerkafes’s Hiflory of lEng-
. - : land,

| a8 TS Enaes s v Yoy v g -
-

the people of their denomination for. the political errers of fomw
Had I done this, 1 would puhlickly afk their pardon ; being pass
fuaded that nothing can be . moxe cyuel, .than 4o invalve the inne-
cent in undeferved guilt, Left this conftruction fhould be put upan
oy guotatians 1efpating the levelling Anabaptifts, I inferted in
the fécond edition of my Vindication, p. 46, a note where I fay,
that ¢ fpme Anabaptit's are wery good people, that meff of sbem mean-
§ ully and shat I bope :this is abe cafe twith ? opponent.” And £
gladly emsbrace, this third gpportunity of -teftifying more fully my
rotherly loye to that refpectable hody of diffenters ; pot doubti
byt these are pumbsrs of truly pious and loyal Anabaptifts bo
inGgrmany, England, and America... However, p, 84, my ope
panent fays, “ Your relling ;Ib;mrld vhat 1 am, :c. an

< 1if}, &c. is a difplay of iliberality, magnnefs, and impertinence.”®
But{where did I tall the world; in the Aiwtadiion of my boak,
that Mr. Evans is an Asabaptift 7 And if in a note inferted in
the ficgd edition zLWhiQh’ by the bye, was not publifhed when
M. L. advanced this thargeﬁ 1infnuate that he is one of the
Ariabaptifts who  are very good people and mean soell 3** 1 appedd to
the urprcjudiced, 1 this untion, is not a difplay of cender ard
brotherly fouc, 1ather than Qf ¢ illiberality, mapnncfs, and imperti~
senee.’” 1 grant wagt 1 haveioforced Galugn's do&tnine of taxation
upon my oppouent, hy remindipg him, that, as ¢ beisa Cale
winiff,” he cannot well aveid paying fome regard to that excellent:
doftrine of Calvin. But wherein confifts the impertsnence of fuch
'an argument > Are controvertifs the only men, who cannot ufe an
argument ad kominem #  And has not Mr. E. as much reafon ta
charge me with * meannefs,’” becaufe I have addrefied him es a
Beien and 3 Chriffian, and have preffed him, as fl'Kl], with ap-
peals to his conflitutiungl conceffions, and his Chriffion profeffion 2,
Some mep will fay what they pleafe againft their govemnozs, Theix
moft groundles charges muft pals for patrietifm, agd afpirited de-
fenge of cur liberties; but if you drop 3 felf-evideot truth thag

cictairades them a little, you are guilty of * Helveric fudenefs, '

« iluberality, meanpels, and impertinence.” 1 gppeal from this -
patxjotic freedoin and'?puﬁakity; to Englith candor and Britith, -
puliteaefs, .
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Jand,” which contains an account of the procceds
ings of the mangled tyrannical parliament known-
by the name of the Rump. This author informs

s, P. 1541, that jat before king Charles [. was

beheaded, * The Commons voted, that she people,
« under God, are the original of all joft power ;.
¢ and that the Commons of England, being cho-
«¢ fen by the people, had the fupreme authority of
< this nation; and what zhey enafted fhould be
¢¢ law, without the king or lords’ concarrence.
* This fquared exallly with the Independents,
*¢ who were for turning the. monmarchy into a re-

« pablic.” Now if the Anabuptifts were at leaf:
as zealoos republicans as the Indspendents, I leave:
you to judge, Sir, if my. neighbour’s book was a-
better proof of Baxter’s miftake than your own ;.
and if it is not evident from this quotation, that.
when yoa teach the world, that the people mof? re-
Kgioufly keep the fupreme power [i. e. the power of:
their governers] in their own hands, as their indu-

bitable right, you plow with the wild, mifchievous-
heifer. of Cyomwell and the rump.

"1V, A word concerning. the PROPER CAUSE:
of the war with America..

" Page 51, you fay, “ Should it be:made to ap--
# pear, that the Britih parliament have authority:
« from fcriptare to tax their unreprefented bre-
e thren in America, and to-cut their thrvats, barn
"¢ their towns, and fpread univerfal devaftation:
% amiongft them, becaufe they do- not chufe to:
* fabmit to fuch taxation.: it would furnith a-
¢ fronger obje@ion, &c. againft the divine origi-
¢ nal of the facred code, than-has ever yet been
¢¢ produced.” You infinuate by-thefe words, that
the prorer- and 1Mmzo1aTe caufe. of cutting
“#hroats in America, is the demand which the king:
- sad parliament make of taxes? But.are you not:

R - B3 .« . miftakeas
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miftaken, Sie? And does not your miftake make
you throw ab wndeferved odium vpon the fove-
roiga ?. For my part [ conceive, that the imme-
diate oceafion of the bloodthed which we lament,

is not fo much the parliamentary demand of taxes, .

as & chain of caufes, which chiefly contains the fol-.
lowing links: (1) The heat of fome Boftonian pa-
- tridts, who, with felonious andacity, boarded our

thips, feized upon the property of our merchants,.

aod wantonly threw it iuto the fea. If the patriots.
would not buy tea fubjeéted to a tax, could they
not keep their own money ¢ Was it right in them
to undo our innocent traders by deftroying their
goods ? - (2) The demand which the government
made of reftitution, or fatisfaitiom, for that a& of
glaring injuftices a ju? demand this, which
the fovereign could not avoid making without be-
ing iuilty of irjullice ; it being evident, that it
would: be unjuit in the legiflative power, to receive
taxes of our merchants for the protetion of their
property, and then to look on unrcouceraed, when
that property is felonioufly deftroyed.—(3) The
obftinacy with which the mobbing patriots, and
their abettors, refuied to make fatmfa&tion to- onr
injured merchants.—(4) The prudence with which
the parliament farther interpofed, by pafling the-
bill for fhutting up the port of Bofton, .that by this.
_ vnbloody and mild method, the Boftonians .mighs
gently be brought to make reflicution. -~ And laft~
ly, the flame ot sevolt, which on this occafion ra~
pidly fprezd thro’ Britith America, R

"~ Had the Algerines infulted the Britith flag, andi
wjured Britith fubjects, as the mobbing Boitonians.
have cone ; the government would mot have fhewn
vhem the fawe leniiy. A fleet would immediately
" bave failed for the inhofpitable coaits and. tne ad-
miral would have fent a card to the legiflatuse of
~ Algiers: ** Fam come to demand. {a:isfattion, for:
~ ¢he injury done to Britith {ubje@s. . Send me, by

o marow, 30,000l being the value of the goods.
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which you, of the men whoth you fcretn, have
felonioufly taken from our merchants; or I will
do them and my country juftice.” Inftead of ufing
this’ perémptory method, as Admiral Blake' would
have done ; dar admiral quietly ftationed his thips
before Bofton, ‘and Genetadl Gage, far from *¢ cat-
ting throats,” amicably quartered his forces in or
.about that city ; patiently waiting ‘till remorfe of
. confcience, a ferfe of équity, a fpark of loyalty,
of fome fear of the power, wrought vpon the pa-
. triots, fo called, and irclined thent to do an altof
jaftice, which'Mahorthetans wduld hardly have fe-
fufed t6 do. Bat all in vain. ~ The mobbing pa-
. tyiots and their ringleaders, hardened by this lénia -
" ty, avail themfelves of the kind delay. “While ho-
maaity and brotherly love fulpend the firoke of
%‘g’xﬁice, enthufiaftic desidgazues found a falfe a-
arm, and éngagé the mifinformed Colénifts 1o
countenance their cbffinacy.” In fhort, the Amy-
" ricans, feduced by mifseprefentations, vake up arms
againft Great Britain': Andthe forces fént by the
fovereign, inltead of ‘obtaining the farisfaition they
~ demand, are obliged to provide for their own fafe-
"ty by attempting to feizé fomé of the ardllery, and-
ammuanition, brought from all quartets to deftroy -
them, Heoce'the engagément at Lexiigfon, and .
the fight at Bunkir’s gxi, whieré the forced ratfed
by the congrels prefled thofe of the fovereign by
an aadacious blockade. -

Should you obje@, that the Colonifts once -of-
fered to maké rettitution, ‘on condition that they
thould never be taxed by the power that protected
them; 1 reply, that by fuch an offer they only
added injuitice and revolt to felony. Suppofe the
8cotch ‘plundered an Englith fhip, and the foven
reign infifted on fpeedy reftitution; do you think
they would defervé the name of pairiofs, if they
faid : We wili pay for the goods we have deftroy-

.. ¢d, on condiuon”that you fhall exenipt 'us from
_ payiog tbe windaw-tax foi evers Or, In eined
* , terms,
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teyms, We will be juft to fome of our fellow-fab-
jedts, if {ou will give us leave to wrong all our
fellow-fubje@s, to fhake off your authority, and
to break Chrift’s capital commandment, Render to
all their pues, efpecially taxes to Cz/ar,

If this is a true ftate of the cafe, are you not
pariial, Sir, when you reprefent the parliament as
¢ cutting the throats”’ of the Colonifts, becaufe the
Colonifts will not be taxed by the parliament? Is
it not rather the Colonifts, who want to cur the
throats of our foldiers, becaufe the king and pare
Jiament juftly infift on proper fatisfaltion for the-
injury done to Britith merchants by the petty ty~
rants of Bofton ?

An illuftration will make you fiill mose fenfibler
of your miltake. Suppofe 1 barbour a parcel of”
houfe-breakers, or fhip-breakers, who have ftolen
or deftroyed your goods; and fuppofe you obtain:
s legal warrant, and come attended with a num-
ber of armed conftables to recover your property,.
or apprehend the felons; if I raife a mob to hin-
der the conftables from doing their office, and if
fome throats are cat in the endeavour which the
conftables make not to fall into the hands of the:
armed mob which forrounds them ; is the guilt of
cutting throats chargeable vpon you, who a ac-
cording to Jaw, and in a juf caufe ? Is it not ra-
ther chargeable vpon ame, who wantonly oppofe.
the legiflative er, and can fay nothing in de-
feuce of myfelf and my mob, but that the felons
1 prote& are not felons, but fpirited patriots ; or.
that I thall pay you for damages, if you will promife
to fuffer yourfelf to be wronged of more money
than the wrong you have fuflained amounts to ?

Soppofe that the do&rine of taxation, which is
the remote caufe of our divifians, admits of fome
objeflions, as the plaineft dotrines always do 3
[for the brightet cleuds have cheir obfcure fide,
and the moft thining diamonds caft a faint fhade ;]
yet the immediase caufe of the American war, the
' ' refufing

4

.
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refufipg to.make reftitation.for goods felonionfly
deflroyed, has no fhadow .of dificulty. Whoever
‘38 Joneft enough, to difapproue.the malicious de-
‘firadlion of an innocent man’s propesty ; — who-
ever is conjcientions enough, to praife the fieadinefs
-of a government, which ftands by.cpprefied inhjedts
whoam it is bound to prote& ;—and whoever is fo Jar
a Jover of order, as to blame.a wanton oppofition
to the fovereign, when he difcharges his duty ;
muft .confefs, that the guilt of ¢ catting throats®
in America, is properly caufed by the obitinate in-
jutlice of the American patriots ; and not by the
moderate taxes laid by the Britith legiflature. To
affert the contrary is almoft as great a miftake in
olivicks, as it is in divinity to hiat, that the mi-
eries confequent upon man’s fall, were not pro-
perly caufed by the tempter’s artful mifreprefen-
tations, and by Adam’s wilful rebellion ; but by
God’s reafonable demand of a little proof of A-
dam’s loyalty, .
Aod now, Sir, if [ have duly confirmed my
proofs, that the dotrine of taxation which you
oppofe, is juft in every point of view ; —if I have
fhewn that you confound foyal fubjeftion with 24-
je flavery ; —if I have demonftrated, that your
notions concerning the fagreme power of the peo-
Ele, are fubverfive of all government ;—and if [
ave made appear, that you do not fix the charge
of wantonly ‘¢ cutting threats” upan thofe who
are properly guilty of that atrocious crime; may
I not call upon yaur raticoal and moral feelings
to decide, if | have not vindicated my Viasdica-
tion? And are you not as precipitate, when you
prenounce me ‘‘ one of the mott unmeaning and
unfuir difputants that ever took up the polemical
gauntlet,” as when you infinuate that the Britith
legiflature ** commits robbery,” becaufe it lays a
moderate tax upon thofe who have long baked in
the beams of its proteétion, and have acquired
immenfc wealth under the guardian thadow of ita
flags and ftandards?
Hoping
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Hoping that no controverfial heat will make us
forget that we are fellow-creatures, fellow-fub-
je&ts, fellow-proteftants, and fellow-labourers in
the gofpel of -truth and love ; I afk a part in your
efteem, eqaal to that which [notwithftanding your
h;au and miftakes] you have in the cordial refpe@
o
’ Rew. Sir,
Your affeQionate brother

and obedient fervant,

[

LET-
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LETTETR 1

REev. Sir,

F T have anfwered sou in the preceding letters,
I I may look your fecond in the face: I mean
the ingenious Dr. Price, whom you call to your
help in your notes, and whofe arguments you in-
troduce by this high encomium': ¢ Dr. Price’s
¢ moft excellent pamphlet just publifhed, carries
¢ convilion in every page, and breathes that no-
* ble fpirit of libersy, for which the author fo ,
¢ ably pleads.’ :

Page 46, your firlt quotation from him rons
thus: ¢ In the 6th of George II. an a& pafed
*¢ for impofing certain daties on all foreign fpi.

fits—and fugars imported into the plantations,
In this a@l the daties impofed are faid to be gi.
ven and gravted by the parliament 1o the kip ,
¢¢ &c. and a fmall-dire@ revenue was drawn by it
¢¢ from them.” — The Do&or intimates foon after,
that ¢ this revenve-a& was at worft only the ex.
¢t ercife of a power, which then they [the Colo.
‘¢ nifts] feem not to have thoupht much of cop.
¢ tefting; | mean the power ofg taxing them gx.
¢ TERNALLY.” —] thank Dr, Price and you
Sir, for thus granting that the Colonifts were tax:
ed before the prefent parliament and the prefene
reign. This thews that the odjum calt upon the
prefent government, fprings more from prejudice
than from reafon, If. George II. his w},

; ig. minif
try, and his approved parliament, raifedlga ‘?‘mc;i-

re®



T 48 ] Let. 4.

reQt revenue” by taxing the Colonies, why do the
American patriots infinuate that George III. the
prefent miniilry, and the prefent parliament are
robbers, becaufe they raife a dire revesae by
taxiny the Coloniits? And how ftrangely does
-Dr. Price forget himfelf, where he fays; ¢ How
¢ great would be eur happine/s could we now recall
S tormer times, and return to the policy of the laft
¢ refgns 7 What have our lawgivers done after
all?  Truly they have recalied former fimes, and
returned to the policy of the laff reign ; and yet Dr,
P. inftead of being thankful for our happiacfs,
frightens the pablic with moft dreadful bints about
the infatuation of owr governors, and the dan

of *¢ a general wreck ;" juft as if his grand bufie
nefs was to fpirit up the Colonifts, and to dejed.
his own couatrymen. , :

The Dr, it is true, tries to ebviate this difficul.

ty, by making a dittinétion between external and -

internal taxes ; infinuating ghat in the late reign
the Colonifts’ were .taxed. EXTERNALLY, whereas
in the prefent reign they have been taxed INTER-
NaLLy. Baut if this difiin&ios is. frivolous, will
it refle any praife on your patriotifm ? And thac
it is fuch, | prove by the following arguments
A’diftin&ion about taxation, which has- no foun-

dation in' reajon, Jeripture; or the. canflitution, 1s.
fiivolous : But Dr. Price’s diftin@lion has no foun--
dation in reafon, fcripture, or the conftitution:

And therefore it is fiivolous in the prefent coatro-
verfy, Should you conteft the fecond propofivion
of this fyllogifm, I afk.: By what diftates of rea-
Jon does it appear, that, if taxes are due by fub-

jelts to their fovereign, they. may. not be levied -

internally, by rates upoan the goods we already
off={s, as well as externally, by duties upon goods

imrported, which purcnaie has not yet made oar-

own? Where does St,.Paul charge chriftiaas to:
Py taxes, if they. are catermaliy taxed ; and to fly
to arms, if they are taxed inte'matly? Did net
Chrift fpeak of jnternal taxes, whea he command-.

ed
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:d. the Jews to runder Cefar what was his ? - And
s there .any law, -either of Ged or of the realm,
wbich -allows the legiflative power to tax the fub.
je&s of Great Britain externally, and precludes it
from taxing them intermally? . .
The Dottor’s diftinQlion is not enly oafcriptaral.
and unconilitutional, bat unreafonable ; in as much
as it would; ina great degree, enable fubje&ts to
avoid paying taxes at all. .Suppofe, for exampley
we could be taxed only EXTERNALLY, by means
of daties laid vpon imporred goods, fuch as tea,
coffee, foreign wines, and rum ; might we not, if
1 may fo fpeak, farve the gevernment by drinking
only fage or balm-tea, ale, made-wines, and fpie
rits diftslled from oar own wheat 2~~The Do&or’s
diftin&ion is not only unreafonable, but uxjufv
Why fhopld the Colonies enjoy greater privileges
than the mother-country ?. Why thould Britons be
taxed externally and imernally, whether they have
votes or not, and the Americans oNLY externally 4
when both have their property imternally and exsers
wally guarded by the proteitive power 2 If { owed .
my lawyer reafonable fees amounting to ten pounds,
what would .you think of my honefty if I faid to
him, Sir, I give you leave to pay yourfelf by, de.
manding a liillin,g from me, every time I driok a
glafs of claret or a dith of chocolate: But I declarg
to.you, that, except ia fuch cafes, I will take you
for a robber, if you lay claim to dny part of my
property ?—The Doltor’s’ diftin&tion is not oaly
unjuft in the prefent cafe, but it might prove des
" frufive 1o the commonwealth. It 13 granted on
all fides, that taxes and money are the finews of
the government. If rxternal taxes did not bring
in mouey enough to difcharge the neceflory ex:
pences of the fate ; and if the fovereign, could nog
f:y internal taxes to fupply that deficiency, what
would become of the kingdom 2 .Muft it net fall
a.waaton facrifice to Dr. Price’s palitical reines
ments? | hope, Sir, that if you weigh thelt ob-
Cervations, you will own th.¢ bis book; ingeniovs

T N - -~
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ge It is, far from 4¢ currying eonvifiion in every
page,” carries frivclou(hefs, and mifchievobs abe
fordity in the very firft gootation which you pro-
duce from hith : And we mhay well foppofe you did.
not pick out his weakeft argdment, to fuppere the
praifes which yoa befiow on his ‘¢ ‘moft excelleat
pemphlet.” - .
" But let #s Mear ‘hitn out.  You ‘continwe p. 47,
%0 quote hith ‘thus. ¢ The falipd was patied:
* This being an sttémpt to vax thém ‘ivrermally s
¢ and a direcl-arteck on their property; by a pow-
% er which woul not Yoffer itfelf to be queftion.
-9 ed ; which e#fed 44/F by loading them ; -#ad
¢ o which it was ifpoflible 10 fix ‘ady Bounds
“ ‘they were chirown at duce, from ane end of the
& continent 1 the other, 4nto reffftance and rage.”
This founds well to'the'enr ; but judicious pavris
ots, who expe® to find the kernel of trath under
the fpecidus fhell of fite words, may be 4 little
difappointed. Permit me, ir, to break ‘the frell,
and to fee if the kernel is fourd.
(1) 4n attempr 90 ‘tax fobjelts 1vTeRWALLY 48
8 dired attack on thir properyy ! And whan if it
I6?  When reaforable taxes are #or, may they ‘not
be ‘diredly demanded? And thit' they are dwe
do you net grant, ’p. 27, where you fo much re«
fent my fuppofing, that you deny ¢ rhe WECESS1e
YY of [ubjeBs paying taxes,” whether they be ex-
ternal or internal ?— (2) The legiftative poaver of
Great Britain auonld xo Suffer itfelf 1o be quefiioned *
‘The Doftor fhoold have faid, that it avould mot
Jufer itfelf to be deprived of its Hight of demand-
ing reafonable raxes for expenfive protettion; an
inconteftible right this, which yoa aflow none dea
ny but ¢ political Quixotes.’”” «—(3) But this o
¥7 eafes XTSELY by bading THEm) - And what if
it does? s the fovereign ro bear all the national
expence withont being ga/ed by kis fobje®s? ©Or
#re fome oOf the fubje@s to ‘bear all the burden,
withost being eafsd by others who are able to
‘help them ? Where is either the e uity or reafon-
Whienefs of this objetlion ¢ = (4) But it is iup;{;
1 f ‘
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[ible ro fix amy bounds to shis, pewer.! 1 have already
thewn, that nothing can be eafier, than, ta fix pros
‘Rex bounds to the powen of taxing the Cologiag,
‘Fhe parliagents can enadt, that the quoniﬁ:'&ul
be: tamed as; the Britons are; making the Golonifly

a, proper slewance for. the.fopesior commercial prie
vileges of the motherrcountry. Soppofing, for. ine
fRance, that the. priyileges of, Bripifh fubjefts are
four timen groatar than the privileges of American
€abjrcks, the taxes of the. American fubjedls mighs
he four timea lighter than ours: Thus, when wg
pay -four fhillings i the poupd, th;x‘ might, pay -
enly avq filling-: And;when four artigles qf:eqo:i
irppoctance are taxed in England, gnly.one might
be taxed in Amesiga. It 1y therctore, exceflively

wrong o Dr, Price 1o aflgsty thag ig is. imgofid/e. ta

Jiw. any bownds t9 the parper of mlfwntifx taxas
Usn.  Aad nene byt L patriots will praifg
bim for. encreafing, by fuch, a.gropndlefs affertion,
the abford ““rage into awhich the, Calonifis” havae
$-shtown”’ themielues, ¢! from. ons. exd of the, comtie’
“ ngmt to,the others?

.. Rage 48, You tzke up.again ¢ Pr. Price’s trulyg
% valuable tra, and enrich’ your ¢ piece with a
$ note from, this capital writer vpon. the fgbjed,
<.In reference to the American charters he fpeaks
¢ with true digaity as, fallows:’—*¢ The queftion
¢ with all liberal enquirers qught to be, not what
¢ juri{di®ion over them {the calonies] precedents,
* flatutes, and charters give, bot what reafon and,
¢« equity, and the rights of humanity give.” Sir,,
this 1s the very firft tgfl,. to which I have brought

r Americap patrigtifm, The Do&or ipfinuages,
mdeed that the power, which taxes the Americans,
will not fuffer. its rights to be gueflianed, But this
is. a miftake, The legiflature of great Britain is
tpo equitable, not- to give up. the right of reafona-.
bly taxing the Colonifts, whom they have fo long
protelted ; if you, Sir, Dr. Prige, or the Con=
grels, can prove that reafom, equity, and the rights
of humarity are againht Fucll taxatiop. Have )'Oﬂ‘»

’ 3 - np
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Bot yourfelf granted the propricty and meceffity of
SUBJECTS paying Por crticnable raxes for the good
.of the whole empire? " 1: it reafomable or eguitable
that GreatBritain fhould bear all the berden of the
mavy, which prote&ts the Colonies and their trade?
Jsit contrary to ¢ the rights of hamanity’' to de-
mand a penny for a penny-loaf, or, which cames
to the fame thing, to demand reafenable taxes-for
" royal prote@ion? Or do parent flates violave -¢¢ 74¢
€ rights of humanity’ io demanding fome afliftance
from the growing ftates, to which they have given
birth, when thofe flates are weli able to bear the
eafy burden} As foon will Dr. Price perfoade
m., that it is contrary to *“the rights of humanity™
in twelve lubberly young fellows, who have siways
enjoyed the benefit of their father’s houfe, and who
-@an get more money than their father, to give him
fomething towards the payment of the window-tax,
when he is burdened with debts, and wants fome
afliftance to pay that tax. o s
" Page 49, You continue to guote the Doflor thus »
¢ Did they not -fettle under the faith of charters,
“ which promifeJ them the énjoyment.of all the
% srights of Englifimen?” Granted. Butdid thefe
charters promife them rights faperior to thofe of
Bnglihmen? Is it not evident, thatif the Colo-
nifts enjoy the right of being prote@ed by the legif~
Fative power of Great Britain, without paying
~.taxes to that power, they enjoy a right fuperior 10
_ that of Englithmen, who arc boand to pay taxes
~ for Briti/h prote&tion ? L
* ' The Doftor ‘goes on. ¢ Thefe charters allowed:
* them to-tax themfelves, and to be goyerned by:
" ¢ legiflatures of their own, fimilar to ours.’
Granted in onhe fenfe : namely is the fame fenfe, in
which charters have been granted to corporations.
Gorporate badies are allowed to tax themfelves in-a.
Jkbordinate maones, and to be governed by legifla--
tares of their own, fimilar to that of Great Britain,
Thuos the city of Londos is goversed by a Lord
Mayor, who'reprefents -the king ;. by a court of
’ - oo aldermen,
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ildermen, which reprefents the high court of par<
Sament; and by a body of livery-men and free-
nen, which anfwers to the body of voting burgefles
ind freeholders in Great Britain. And 1 fyppofe
\ll together can raife money far the fupport of the
‘orporation, by means of fome peculiar rates, or
‘ubordinate taxes. Now if the citizens of London
‘ofe againft parliamentary taxation, under pretence
hat they are, and always bave been taxed by their
swo magifirates ; they would thew themfelves as
injutt as the Colonifts, and as good logiciaas as Dr.
>rice.  What have fubordinate taxes for the main-
enance of lamp lighters, watch-mes, and trained
rands, to do with the primary taxes, by which the
iumy and the navy are fupported ? When rafh pa-:
riots avail themfelves of the payment of the for-
ner taxes, to refufe paying the latter; do they”
hew more wifdoin and eqaity than I thould do, if [
[vatrelled with my phyfician for demanding of
e ten guineas for tew vifits, and difmiffed him
vith the following fpeech: dir, I claim all the
ights of Englifkmen, nor will I be duped by you.
do not deny paying fees, but I will not pay any"
oyeu. 1 will difcharge my apothecary’s bill ; but:
s for your demands, they are contrary to ¢ reajon, .
* equity, and the rights of humamsy.”” Americaf.
atriots might give me thaoks, and compliment me-
nth the freedo:n of London in a golden box, for
ach a fpirited oppofition to-tyranny aad.robbery ;.
-ut [ am of opinion, that Britith patriots woald harde--
v think me worthy of the freedom-of Gld Sarum ip-
wooden dox :- Aad if the phyfician was “* throwa-
" into rage” by my provoking injpitice, he mighe.
offibly chink that [ deferved:a very. different tox,
-om that which D¢, Price has been lately.prefeated:
~.th, .
Bout the Doftor has an anfwer ready. Speaking:
f the Colonifts he fays. ¢ ‘I hey-are taxed to fup-
- port their own.governments :—Muft they maig=-
" tain two governments? Muit they fubmit to be-
triple vaxed-1” To thew. the frivoloufnefs of this.
. F3 argument,,
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argument, T need only farther apply it #0 my phyficis
.:5:“(0, thus ¢ Sir,;'oudemmpgza of me tor yoo#
ateendance, but ] have alrendy feed my apothecary:
Mot I maintain re0 of you? Maft 1 fubmit to bé
triple taxed? What! mnlr' I pay my furgeon too?
You anresfonable men, will you all agree to enflave
toc?  You pack of re—a, will you Jegve e nathing
that 1 can call my onond o .
- Whillt yoa are fruck with the fallacy of this pa-
triotic argowment, I proceed to fome obfervations
upen Dr. trice’s dofrine, with refpe tothe cuar=
TERS of the Colonies. To fuppofe, that their char-
ters. exempt thom from paying taxes to the Britifh
govesnment . for eyer, is not oaly contrary to the
refs terms of the charter of Penfylvania; but
alfo to all prebability. What raling power woold
be fo unwife as to fuffer the emigration of fubje&s,
ot of a comatry which is not overftocked with ine
rabitants, into one where that power has claims
and poflefions, aulefs it was aflured.of retaini.n§
xhe right of /wp over thofe emigrated fubjects
4s it reafonable to think, that a power would thus
weaken itfelf? And is it not the xi{:t of fupreme
Yaxation infepurably conne@ed with the right of fu~
preme government P -
Again: When oue of our kings granted a char-
ter 10 the Celonifts, did be not grant it as being the
head of the legiflative goaver of Great’ Britain :—
‘8 poawer this, whofe fhips bad taken poffeflion of
North America? Was it not as the reprefentative
‘of all this power, that he figned the charter 2 Sup~
pofe the Lord Mayor of London, as palitical head
~ of that city, had granted me leave to build a houle
. ppon fome wakte ground belonging te the city: And
- fuppofe he had helped me to build it with foine ma-
" terials, the property of the city, and had from time
-to time rclsned it from being robbed and barnéd,
- by fending me watchmen, fire-men, and fire-
engines from the city ; would it be right in me w0
“fay, I acknowledge myfelf jndebted to the Lord
_Mayor; asa ngs but us for his Lohdoa-m.yloto-
v : : : 58
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\lty, and the council of alderman, I bid them de-
fance, and deny my being under the leat obligaa
jon of fubmitting myfelf to them. In fhort, I am
villing that the Mayor of London foold be my
jovernor ; but if the body of the corporation claime
wthority over me, and demands of me, who am
weither one of the livery nor a freeman, city rates @
>ay the watchmen or buy new fire-engines, 1 wilk
hewboth them and the Lord Meyor; that Tama pa-
'riot, and that] candefend my properey and: prote®
ny perfon.—Could you help fmiking ar the abfars
lity of foth a fpeech ?  And think you, 19r, Prive
sinrfelf coald prove, that the diltindion which the
Oolonifts make between the tmg and the pariiamens;
—between the 2ezd ant the bosy of the Britith legi-
flature, is not as trifling and ungeneron:, as the
itin&ion I make between the Lordp of the Mayor
if London, and tie ZLondsn-mnyoraly; or between
the hrad, and the fvdy of that Tefpeiable corpora~
tion? C o -
To return: Afret [aying that the arguments
frawn from the chartets for the Colomies appear to
dim ¢ greatly to ontweiih the argumvents aguinf
* them,”. Dr, Price fpeaks thus: * Bor { lay no
* ftrefs on charters. “They [the Coloaies] derive
* their rights from ati‘gher fource.. It is incon«
' fifteat with common {eofe (0 imagine, ‘that any
* peaple woold ever think of fttlingia a diftene
' couptry on any fuch condition, as thet the-peo
% ple from whom they withdrew, fhould for ever
' be mafters of their property, and have powerito
¢ fubje@t them to any modes of goverament they
¢ pleafed.”—The flaw ‘of this argument confifksin
imputing to Great Britain falfe claims, which never
entered 1nto the minds of oar legillators.. -When
did the partiament fay, they would * for cwir b¢
naflers of the propevty of the Coboniffs,” any ethere
wife thaa they are mafters-of the property of Eag-
lihmen }—I1f the king and parltamvent claim the
tight of makinf ftatutes of {uffictent foree to bind
the Colonies in al/ cafes avkatforver,” does not e}nd
N . . . R e { 0‘



g .

] { s6 1 Let. 5.
dor difate, that they only mean all cafes wherein
they have power to bind Englilhmen ?— And is not
Dr. Frauklia too warm, when, availing himfelf
of the laconic manncr in which this reafonable
elaim is expreffed, he renders the legiflative power
edious, by inliauating that it pretends to the autho-
ricy of ¢ compelling the Colonifts, if it pleafes, ta
¢« ‘worlhip the devil 2’>=Once mores When did the
Buitith legiflature claim the right of ¢ /ubjeZing the
s Americans to any medes of goversment they pleafe,”
whether thefe modes be ever {0 foolifh or tyrannicald
Is it not wrong in Dr. Price and Dr. Fraoklin, to
fix upon our doftrine invidious confequences, which
have not the lealt coanexion with our principles?
What charaéter could I ot blaft, aad whom could
1 not reprefent as a rapacious tyrant, if | intimated
that, when ever a- mafter claims the authority o
reaionably commanding his fervants in all things,
he affumes the authority of making them * worthip
¢¢ the devil if be pleafes;” and that, whea ever
the Lord of a manor infifts an his chiefrie, a lawyeg
on his fees, aminilter on histithes,.and a Sovereiga
on reafonable taxes; they pretend to be ** for cwes
s maflers of the preperty’’ of their vaflals, tenants,
clients, flocks, aod fubje®s; fo that the adjed
Rawves can call nathing which they. have their own?
Can we lament (00 much the miftake of diviaes,

who, by fuch ungenerous infinvations, inflame the.

keated patriots, and. pour contempt.on their righte
ful governors? .

Page 49, You coutinue to quote Dr. Price thus:
¢ Had there been exprefs ftipulations to this puse
¢ pofe in all the charters of the Colonies, they
& would, in my opinion, be no more bound by
#¢ them, thaa if it had beea ftipulated with them,
¢« that they fhould go naked, or expofe them-
¢¢ felves to the incurfions of wolves and tygers.”
"The Do€or is highly worthy to be your fecond,
Sir. We have feen how you found .the right,
which :he protefing power has to reafonable ‘tax.
¢s, with the right which an’ highwayman has 0
) 3
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1 traveller's money : and we fee here that Dr. Price
ibfordly compares a-fcriptoral demand of moderats
:axes, with an immodeft command of going nakeds
and -with a--tyrannical : edi@ ‘of encountering
“ wolves: and tygers.” If fuch method of argu-
ngis-confiftent either with found logick cr chriftian
:andor, I'confent that the Do&lor’s gold-box be fet
vith rubies and diamonds. - -

The Do&lor’s ‘argument is not only founded on
in abfurd -comparifon; bat it can-alfo be retorted
n this .manners “ J-lay mo firefi on charters **-The
ting and parliament. * derive their rights” of taxe
ng their. American fubjeéts * from ax ﬁ‘glur fosrce”?
¢ Had there been exprefs fipulatioms in all the char-
¢ ters,” that-the Colonies fhould evér be prote@ed
1y Great Britain, without paying proportionable
axes as otber fubjefls, it may be queried if the
.ing .and .parliament would be any more bound by
uch ftipulations, than they wonld be bound by a
harter of the late king, fuppofing he had granted
o ‘all the Scotchmen ard Yorklhiremien who have
o:vote, the privilege of paying mo taxes to the

overnment for ever. Might not fuch a charter be .

epealed on account of its unjoft gmia}ity ? Should
.ot taxes be laid as proportionably as ie is z’oﬂiblc
pon all the fubje@ts? Can the king abfolutely

ive up the rights of one part of his fubjeéts to the .

ther, any more than he cao juftly fay, that when
he parliament lays a tax of 4s. in the pound,
diddlefex fhail pay nothiog for ever, becaufe the
rade of London brings in an immenfe revenue to-
1e government? l% thefe queries recommend
aemielves to your reafon, Sir; is it nor evident
rat Dr. Price’s argument can be properly retorted,
nd that he is equally miftaken, whether he appeals
) ¢ charters,” or to ** an higher fougced iv
Pafs we oa to his dofirine concersing (he ortcIn
¥ Powgr. P. 69, You introduce him as (peak. .
1w thus: 1 am fenfible, that, all I-bave been .
faying would be wery abfurd, were the opinions-
" julty which fome have maintained _concerg:in‘hsj
. . : RN . Rt TR
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3¢’ the origin of government. According to thefe
8 opinions, government is not the creature of the
8¢ geople or the refoh of a convention bemveen
* them and-their rulers : Bat there are centain mea
4¢ who poffefs-in themfelves, independeatly on the
¢ wilt of the people, a right of governing.them,
5. which they derive from the Demy.”” From this
quotation it is evident, thas, according so.Pe. Price’s
Einoip)os and your own, *¢ Gowermment. is thy crea-

“ ture of the people.” "In foll oppofivion to this
doltrine I affert that Gowernminr iy :the. craatuse of
God. .Itie ag abfurd to fay, that governmear iy the
creature of the people, as ta maintain, that refigies
and marriage are the creaguges of the peopla. Al
that | can reafonably. grant vhe Doflor is, that as
adultery and fognication, foperfiition and idalatry
are the creatyres of immoral apd irneligions men;
fo bad governmont, which includes comfufas and
tyranay, 'is the creature of wicked men..’ y
+ Govgrnment it -not. Jefa peceffacy in the moral
world; ‘tham the. fubordinate motion of the planess
In the naterad. As Gpd appointed whe, 'ﬁam
Wuminaries to vuke the doy and the night ;. fo. he.-sps
pointed tho higher powers. 0. rule the lefa. When
Ao manifefted himfelf to rationals by. his works o
his word, and -imprefled their minds with a fenfe
of their high obligations to him, he inftituied R8s
rreron. When §e faid, I .avill make mesn. au. balp
meet for him, and jeined Adam and Eve.tagesher i
their human aapacity; bidding them izcreafe. and
multiply, he inflicuted MaRR1AGR. And when he
fhid to them, in their regal capacity, Have dominion
ke delegated governing power, and ioftituted Go-
VERNMENT on earth; or, to fpeak more properly,
he-caufed that celeftial plant tq take root in para-
dife; whence, with divers degrees of degeneracy,
it has overfpread the civilized parts of the. easth.
If-this-is the cafe, is not Pr. Price under a capital
miftake, when he makes government *¢ the creatyre
‘¢ of the people?” Aad does he not flatly contra-
&i& St. James, who fays, -De xe¢ err : Ewerg geod
E &r
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sift {und-confequently covERxMENT, Ohie of the
sett- public g-iftsg is from abvve, and cometh -dowin
from the Father of lights ?

You will probably erdesvoer to render this doe-
riste tdious by infinoating, that it makes the peoe
sle altogether puffive in matter of government, re
igion, und marriage. - Nay, Dr. Price does it als
eady where he fays, that, accerding to the fcheme
1t oppofes, fome rven poflels a.right of governing
* independently on the wil] of thepeople.”” This
(ffertidn is ¢rue in onc fenfe, and fale in another:
t #s ‘trae that the higher powers muft govern the
efs, and that Sovereigns have a right of ruling
heir fubje@s for good, “ independently om the avill
¢ ‘of the pesple.” ‘That is, fuppofing the peopls
vantonly dethroned their Sovereigns, to fet up
marchy on the ruins of every legiflature ; it is trne
hdt fuch fovidreigns thould ftill bave 2 rigis to rule
wch- -varaly fabjefte ; julk as -a captam, againft
vhom his {oldiers wantonly rife, -has fill a righs te
‘ommand them,. avkether. they woill-be- commanded or
rot. 1f this were not true, rebellion and treafon
vere no fin at-all; the beinouftrefs of thofe crimies
onflfijag in a wanton refifting of a power, which
yoffefles a right of goverding usy avherher ave <oifl
e gowerwed or mor. - But if Dr. Price imimates, that
var do&trine fuppofes she auitl of the pesple has ablos
utely no fhase in our:dbérine of government, he
rreatly miftakes : For. we think that the will of a
najority of ‘the people is -as indifpenfably neceffary
o the fupport of rzv:l government in the ftate, ae
hie wifl of a myajority of the foldiersis meceflary to
he fupport ‘of mislstary :governinent in the . army:
Jeverthelefs the <confent of the people to be go-
erned - by their :Bovereign, and of the foldiers to .
re. commanded by their general, is not the-groand
w origin of the Soversign’s .and general’s authos
ity. Itis st only [caufa fine-qua non] a requi-
ite, ‘wivthout which-Severeigas and generals cam
1ot ‘oxercife their authority.. o

. ‘Semg
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- Some iffoftrations may help you to underfiand,
this nice point of doftrine. Mea are bound ta
pay God a reafonable fervice, whether they will
or not. A wife is bound to obey her hufband in
all reafonable things, whether willingly or un-
willingly. And fubje@s are bound to obey their,
fovereign in all reafonable and lawful things, howe
ever averfe they may be to it. Nor is it lefs ab«
furd to make a lawful fovereign’s claim'to the obe-
dience of his fubjelts, depend upon rheir wwill 3
than.to make the right which a bufband has of
ruling his wife, depend upon Aer caprice; or the
right which God has to our adoration, tara u
our confent. Neverthelefs if wives will abfolately:
refufe to fabmit to their hufbands, finners to their
God, and fubje@s to their king, they can fhake
off the yoke of fubje@ion and affet dometic, re=
ligions, and civil independence. But then the
purpofes of marriage, religion. and governmegt
ore defeated ; and a threefold rebellion takes place.
It will be proper here to trace back to its fource
the error aboat liberty, which Dr. Price has aicpta
ed from Roafean, the great Geneva patriot: A fa-
tal error this, by:which that fanciful politician has
kindled the flame of difcord in his own coimtry,
This ersor confifts in inferring, that, becaufe a
favage, who lives alone in 2 wood, i» his own goy
verpor, and can legiflate for himielf ; a2 man, who
lives in civil fociety can do the fame. But is nog
this as abfurd as to fuppofe, that becaufe a man
who is not lited, and of courfe is under no mili-
tary government, can go backward or forward
when he pleafes ; therefore a foldier in the field of
battle has a right to legiflate for himfelf, and ads
vance or retire juft when he thinks proper?.

1 grant that if a number of favages, living like

wild beafts without religion, marriage apd gowers-
meat, could be prevailed on to enterwpon a 1eligis
. aus, conjugal and civil life ; among all the religi-
ons, women, and governments. which they .could
ghe(®, they might undoubtedly chu/e thofc which

they
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hey thought beft. This, after a clofe enquiry,
vsould be both their right and their duty. And
uppofe they had miftaken idolatry for religiva,
n inceftuous union for marriage, and tyranay for
overnment; they would be bound to alter their
lan, becaufe fuch capital miftakes are deltrutive of
he falatary ends propofed in religion, marriage, and
overnment. Again : When they had agr-ed to em-
race a religious, conjugal, aad civii lif>; they
1ught agree to avor/fhip God ftanding or kneeling,
1 open air or in a church, in hymns or in prayers,
:c. They might agree to marry before two wit.
efles, or two hundred, aand to do it by giving
nd receiving a ring, or only by joining hands:
.nd they might embrace a monarchical, ariftocra-
cal, or democratical government ; or they might,
i the Englith have done, combine thofe three
rts of governments, and fubmit at once to a-
ing, an houfe of lords, and an houfe of com-
ons, But if they had once efpoofed a true reli-
ion, lawful wives, and a lawful government;
iey would fin againft God, their neighbour, and
cir own fouls ; — they would be gailty of impie-
» adultery, and rebcllion; if they wantonly
ianged_their religion, their wives, aad their fo-
reiga, ’ o . :
'The reafon is evident. Men who riever had any
ligion, wife, or fovereign, are tied to no religia
1, wife or fovereign. . But as foon as they are
wand by facramental ordinances to p-ofefs a cer-
in religion ; by conjugal promifes to cleave to a
rtain woman ; and by oaths of allegiance to fub-
it to a certain fovereign ; they are highly guilty
they break thro® their engagements without a
eital reafon.. 1 fay avithout a cariTaL reafon,
caafe, as God allows divorce in cafe of undexia+
' adultery ; fo he permits our renouncing a
urch andeniadly and capitally corrupt, and cur
thdrawing from a government wadiniably ard
sisrally tyrannical. 1lay a peculiar emphafis upa
. tue words: und:niably and capitully, to make
o ‘ G room
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room for the fcriptaral do&trine which you ade
vance, p. 66, *¢ The perfonal vices of oar gover-
¢ nors, and any flight error in their sdminiftrati-
¢ on, will not joftify our refiting them ;" much
lefs will an imaginary ersor or a groundle/s fufpicia
on do it. And of this nature are andoubtedly, the
American conceits, that reafonable, legal taxes
are not dus by fubjefts to the fupreme power
which proteéts them ; that a dire& and equal re-
prefentation in parliament is conftitutionally ne-
ceflary to the lawfulnefs of a money-bill ; and that
the Britifh legiflature ufes the Coloniils in' a tyran-
nical manner, becaufe it infifts upon fatisfa&ion
for the depredations wantonly committed by the
mobbing Boftonians. From the whole, I hope, I
may fafely conclade, that the foundation of Dr.
Price’s peculiar patriotifm is laid in a grofs mif-
take ;—a miftake which coafifis in confounding
the lawlefs liberty of a /avage, who lives under
no fort of government, with the lawful liberty of
8 fubjest, who is proteQted by a civil government ;
and that goweramest, inftead of being the crearure
of the people, or the refult of a convention between
them and their rulers, is the ¢rearure of God, and
[when confidered in the theory] is the can/e, and
nor the re/ult, of fuch a convention as the Dr.

fpeaks of. ] )
Page 69, you continue to quote him thus. ¢ It

js a doftrine which avowedly fubverts civil liber. -

ty.” No: It is a doétrine which avowedly fecures
a due fubmiffion to the governors that guard our
civil liberty.—¢* It reprefents mankind as a body
s¢ of vaflals, formed to defcend like cattle from
¢s one fet of owners to another, who have an gé=
s¢ folute dominion over them. It is a wonder, that
¢¢ thofe who view their fpecies in a light fo humi-
¢¢ liating, fhould ever be able to think of them-
¢ felves without regret and fhame.”” This argu-
ment appears to me illogical and invidious, (1)
1/egical : Logick forbids us to alter the terms of
a propofition. This Dr, Price dogs when h‘:i fub-

' tutes
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flitates the word ‘¢ aBsoLUTE dominion,” for REA«
8ONABLE dominion, which our dolrine requires.
lam fo far from aﬂ'erting that haman fovereigns
have an ¢ aBsoLuTe dominion” over their fub-
je@s, that 1 Readily oppofe the pretended ortho-
dox! of the men, who afcribe /kck a dominion to
God. 1 need not inform either you, Sir, or Dr.
Price, - that there are divines in England who teach,
that God’s dominion over his unbora creatures is fo
ABSOLUTE, that he not only can,. but does anso-
LUTELY reprobate fome of them, and appoint them
to -unavoidable and eternal’ ruin, before they hang
yet at’ their mother’s brealt ; nor need I remin
you, that, in-oppofition to thefe men, 1 affert that
God’s fovercignty, far from being THUS abfolute,
is always gircumfcribed by his goodnefs, wifdom
and juftice,—(z) The Do&or’s argument is, I fear,
invidious. What would he think of my candor,
if treading in his fteps, I reflected on the fubordi-
nation of wives to their hufbands, foldiers to their
generals, ‘flocks to their paftors, fervants to their
mafters, and creatares to their Creator in the fame
manner, in which he refle&s on the fubordination.
of fabjeds to their fovereigns 2 I fhall apply his
argument only to the cafe of married women,
thus : ¢ The doftrine of the reafonable dominion
which all-hofbands have over their wives, reprefents
awomankind as a body of waffals. And thofe who
marry two or three hufbands one after an other,
are formed to defcend like cattle from one owner to
another, who has an ABSOLUTE dominion over them.
It is a wender that thofe who wieaw their fex in a
light fo humiliating, fhould ewer be able to think of
*hemfelves awithout regret and fhams.’—For my part,
far from being brought over to American patriot-
ifm by this logick, I think it is a awonder, that
reafonable -and good men fhould ever be able to
think avithout regret and fhame upon the public
:ncomiums and rewards, with which they have
:rowned fuch illogical and dangerous arguments.

: Gz The
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. The rek of your quotation from Dr. Price is an
infinuation, that arts and fciences flourifh ro more
in a country, where the peop'e fubmit to 2 mo-
narch .. ho will be obeyed. whether high republi-
cans will fubmit or not. The whole of his argu-
ment is fummed vp in thefe concluding lines:
¢ With what loftre. do the ancient free Rares of
¢ Greece fl.ine in the annals of the world? How
¢¢ different is that country now, under the Great
* Turk? The difference between a country in-
¢ habited &y men, and &y brutes, is not greater.”
—1T am not for an adfolute monarchy.: I repeat it,
the Englith conftitution, which places the legifla-
tive power in a king, a body of patrician fenators,
and an houfe of plebeian lawgivers, appears to me
the moft perfe& upon earth ; becaofe it colle@s in
one political focus all the advantages of the K'rench
Monarchy, the Venetian Ariftocracy, and the new
American Democracy. Neverthelefs, as a lover
of truth and matter of fa&, I fhall venture to pro-
pofe fome queries relative to Dr. Price’s infinva-
tion. What people are more fcif-governed, or
more free from fupreme authority, than the Hotten-
tots ; and what people come nearer than they, to
the wildaefs and ftapidity of bsutes +—Were not
the Lacedenonians, with all the ado théy made
sbout liberty, furpriﬁngly regardlefs of arts and
fciepces ?  Did not learning fo flourith in Egypt
and Babylon, under abfolute princes, that the
Greeks forinerly went th:re for improvement, as
we now do to our renowned univerfities ?—When
did arts and fciences flovrifh more in Judea than
io Solomoun’s reign ; and who ever was a more ab.
fulute monarch ?-——When did they reach a higher
perfe@i.n in Rome, than under the reign of Au-
uftus 2 And yet Auguftos was a defpot.—What
iing ever ruled the French with an higher hand
than'Lewis X1V ? And was it not-under his reign,
that the Freach literature fhone in her meridian
lory }—When did Ruffia emerge out of a fea of
garbarity and rude ignorance? Was it not lv,vhen
cter
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er the Great, her defpotic emperor, lent her

powerful hand? And do not at this day arts
| fciences continue to make rapid progrefs there,
ler the patronage of the prefear defpotic em-

fs 2~~What p=ople are ander 2 more abfolute
gmm: nt than the Pruffians? And in what part
ermany do the Belles Lettres flourith more than

Pcufia? If Dr. Price does thefe hints juttice,

will own, that an high monarchical govern-

‘ot is at leait as fayonraile to the improvement

arts and f{ciences, as an high republican admi-
tration. But, I repeat it, the middle, cooftitu-

nal way is preferable to both thofe extrem ‘s,
Page 73, You favoar me with an other q1otati-

from Dr. Price. The doérine of it centers in

e laft paragraph, which runs thas. ¢ A/ dele-
gated powver mufi be fdbordinate and limited.’
ranted. All governing power is delegated from
e King of Kings, and therefore it is fubordinate
- him, and is limited by the bounds which he
is fixed, that is, by reafon, fcripture, and the
>parent good of the people. The Dottor goes
2: ¢ Jf oMNIPOTENCE can, with any fenfe, be

afcribed to a legiflature, it muft be lodged

where ALL LEGISLATIVE POWER ORIGINATES;
that is, 1N TH® PROPLE.” :

This is a groundlefs fuppofition, which the
‘oflor and you take for granted ;—a mifchievous
ippofirion, which is direétly contrary to Scripture
nd Reafon. And firft to Scriptare. Pt them in
i#nd, {ays the Apoftle, ro BB SUBJECT f0 princi-
alities and powers, to obey magifirates. And why
‘hriftians are to be thus fubjett, he informs us
‘bere he fays, that The powers shat ase, are or-
4ined oF Gop, not of the people; and that shey
vho refiff, refift the ordinance o¥ Gop, aad not of
he people. A people who have no governors may
adeed chufe their governors, jull as a fingle wo-
1an may chufe a hofband : But the authority of
hz governors oncs chofen, depends upon the peoe
le no more than :he authority of a hufbaad de-

G3 ) pends

M
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pends vpon his wife, tho’ fhe chofe him preferably
to all other men ; — no more than the legiflative
aathority of our plebeian lawgivers depends upon
the freeholders or burgefles, who cleéted them pre-
ferably te other gentlemen.

This will probably offend our republican level-
lers, who fancy they are all born legiflators, and
can confer the power of legiflation on the mem-
bers of the houfe of Commons, juft as the king
can confer the honour of kaighthood upon a gen-
tleman. But [ maft fpeak the truth and do my
fubjeét joftice, whoever is difpleafed at me for it. .
And I am ready to defend the following propofiti=
on againft all oor levellers and miftaken patriots.
The people, -that is, the governed, can no more
create governing or legiflative power, and befltow it
upon the members of parliameat whom they chufe,
zhan the aldermen, who have the right of chufing
a mayor, cin create a mayoralty ; — no more than
the women, who have the right ¢f chufiog an huf-
band, can create mafculine fupremacy ;—no more
‘shan the fervants who have chofen a mafter, can
create mafterly power ; or the foldiers who chufe
to lift under this or that captsin, rather than ano-
ther, can create the military aathority to which
‘they fubmit.

You poflibly reply, What, is not Edmund Burke,
"Efq; my reprefentative ?  Did not I chufe him to
‘veprefent me in parliament ? Did I not inveft him
with my legiflating power? And do not I, ia his
perfon, fhare in the government of Great Britain ?
Indeed you do mot, Sir, any more than I partake
of the royal dignity in the perfon of the king,
Permit me to hand you out ofP your imaginary pa:
radife of legiflation by the following 1mportant
difin&tion. Every member of the houfe of com-

“mons has two charafters : The £irft is that of re-
prefentative of the corumons of all the Britith em-
pire in general, and of a certain borough or thire
in particalar. The fecond and nobler charaller of
a member of parliament is that of reprefentati::_

=2
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f God himfelf, According to the former cha.
iCter, he is an agent of the people: But with
f{pet to the latter, he is, in his degree, the fub-
itute of God. According to the former capacity,
e g‘readc before the legiflature the wants or with~
+ of the people in general, and of his borough
- fhire in particular : And according to the latter
\pacity he, in his degree, makes laws, if the
ajority of the legiflating body concurs with him,
Should you fay that this is a political refinement,
hich originates from my fancy, I reply that it is
folid diftinétion which has its fource in the very
iture of things: And [ prove it by a parallel
fe, which will firike yoa {o much the more as it
probably:your own. = The majority of a certain
ngregation of protettants in Briftol, exprefled a
fire to have you for their paﬁor‘, and ‘upon this
le you were ordained. - But does it follow, " that
wr authority to preach the gofpel”aftends from
wr flock to you ? " If your congregation infitted
on your preaching to them fmooth things, and pro=
efying deceits, becaufe they chofe you to be their
inifler, would not you dire&tly convince them of
eir folly by a diftin&ion {imilar to mine ? Would
u not fay : Gentlemen, tho’ T am yoar mioifter,
d tho’ I was ordained in confequence of yoar
ffrages, yet now ['am ordained, I have an au-
ority which you never gave nor can give. Iam
e minifter of God as wéll as your paltor. My
mmiflion to preach the gofpel I have received
ym Chrift, and noT from you; and by virtue of
at commiflion, awhether you will hear or whether
¢ will forbear, 1 mutt preach to you fevere as
:11 as foothing traths.—Apply this, Sir, to our
litical queftion, and you wiil fee, that the mem.
rs of parliament, in their capacity of legiflators,
2 no more authorifed by the people 1o make
s, and bound to vote according to the direftions
their conftituents; than you and [ receive au-

ority from our flocks to preach the gofpel, and
¢ bound, in the delivery of our meflage to the
people,
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people, to eonfult their varioushumours; becaufe
legiflator> derive their authority from Goo, juft as
gofpel-minifters do their commiffion from Curist.
Were this obfervation Prnperly,attended to, our law-
givers would ftady chriftian politicks with afliduity,
that they might fully underftand the will of God,
the fupreme lawgiver whom they reprefent, and to
whom they fhall one day give a fri& account for
the precious talent of legiflation, which they are
entrufted with: And Ds. Price woald no longer
poifon the minds of thoufands, with the antichrif-
tian doftrine that every man is, or ought to be, his
own legiflator, and that legiflative power afcendy
from the people, and governing power from the
governed.

(2) As this notion is contrary to feripture, fo is
it to reafome  For reafon diQtates thatif governing
power came from the people, the people might,
wheaever they pleafe, chufe to difabey their gover-
nors, and would bave a right to do fo. ~ A parallet
cafe will make you fenfible of the truth of this af-
fertion. Sopreme, legiflative suthority belongs to
me within the narrow compafs of my family, as yoe
{uppofe that it belongs to #he people throughoat the
wide extent of the Britith dominives. I may, if F
pleafc, delcgate to my fervant the right of making
houfchold-regulations. And if | had delegated my
right, and in confequence of this delegation my
fervant commanded me to breakfaft at eight o’clock,
is ‘it not evident, that, if I pleafed, I might in-
flantly refome my delegated power, and fay, Yoa
are only my reprefentative ; my authority exceeds

ours; I infik vpon breakfafting an bour later.

eaving the application of my fimile to your good
fenfe, 1 conclude, that, whenever you and Dr. Piice
teach, that the power of the governars originates
from, or is delegaied by the governed, you fap the
Joundation of all government, and indircély bring
in the lawlefs democracy, which a facred hiitorian
defc.ibes where he fays, In those days there avas mo

ding
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g inYrael : - Every man did that which was right
b5 onwn eyes. : : : S
Sut the Doftor adds, ¢ For THEIR [the people’s]
‘akes government was inflituted; and their s is the
mly real omnipotence I”  And what if it is, does
i prove that governing power isdelegated by the
erned?. Would not the meaneft corporation in
kingdom dithonour itfelf, if it complimented me
faying, Military gowvernment is inflituted for the
» of {oldiers, and theirs is the only real omnipo-.
¢ of the army : Therefore-the power of the ge-
al and other officers is delegated by, and origi-
es from ke foldiers. Equally - conclufive, O ye
erican patriots, is your grand argument con-
1ing the origin of power | <o
‘age 76, lntroducing the Do&or for the laft time,
ay, ¢ To prove the right Great Britain has to -
ix America, it is very common to plead, We
‘e the ParenTt STaTe. Hear Dr. Price upon
is fubje@.’ — ¢ Thefe are the magic words,
vh.ch have fafkcinated and mifled as.—~The Eng-
ith came from Germany. Does that give the Ger-
1an ftates a right to tax us?” To this trium-
at queftion I anfwer, No: becaufe the Germans
not prote@ us: But if the German Diet had, to
day, kept up fleets to guard our coafts, and an
y to fight our battles: And if we had always
ed the Emperor of Germany oar jovereign, had
ived his licatenants as our gowerners, and ad-
ied his coin as our Jawful money, 1 would think
great piece of difloyalty and 1irjultice, to re-
him a reafonable tribate. For prote@ion, and
onable taxes, are equivalent to-each other, as
cuftomer’s money is equivaicut to the tradef-
i’s goods.. Nor 1s it lefs unreaf n.ble in the.
onifts,” who have got their immenfe wealth un-.
the prote@ive wings of Great Britain, to refufe
:at Britain the returu of reafunable taxes, now-
r are able to pay them ; thait weuld be.in you.
eccive the gaods of a mercer, and to refufe.
cing him a p ~per acknowle/gment by payil;g
. th
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.the reafonable bill he fends you, when he thinks
you can difcharge it without diftrefling yourfelf.
And as it would be a fhamefal excufe in a- gentle.
man, to fay to his tradefmen, who kindly delayed
fending in their bills till he had received his rents,
-Why did you not fend me yoar bills -before ? ~ So it
is an unjuft excafe in the Colonitty to fay to the
roteltive power, Why did you not pafs bills of
nternal taxation before the tamp-a&? For a juft
right, founded on the eternal nature and fitnefs of
things, can-never be loft, sho’ it hould - sever be
exercifed. If you payyour fervant wagés for-fifty
:years without ever commanding him t0-go'on one
fingle errand, and at laft order him ¢o-do  fome-
thing which he is able to do; he tannot plead pre-
feription with any decendy. ‘Hé would betray an
ingratitude €qual to his infolence if ‘he faid, Sir,
you never commanded me to g0 on your errands
before, and therefore you have -loft your claim te
my obedience. Had fuch a fervant a grain of mo.
defty and duty, he would argue in'a manner dia.
merrically oppofite: He would fay, I am doubly
bound to0 go on all your errands to the utmoft of my
power. Your ot calling upon me to exert my
ftrength for you before, lays me under a double
obligation to do it now with chearfulnefs. :
This brings to my mind another curious argu-
ment of Dr. Prices ¢ Had the colonies [fays he]
* been communities -of fereigners, over whom we
*¢ wanted to acquire dominion, &c. they [fome
*¢ Englithmen] are ready to admit that their refif-
¢ tance would have been juft. la my opinion, this
*¢ is the fame with faying, that the Colonies onght
¢ to be awarfe off than the rett of mankind, becaafe
¢ they are our Brethren” To (hew the inconclu-
fiveaefs of this argument, I need only bring it to
opea light, thus: You have mére right to com-
mand your own children and fervants, tlhan to com-
mand firangers: And therefore your own chitdren
and fervants are worfe off than ftrangers: Or thus:
The Bricith legiflature has more right to tax Britith
. fubjeQs

-
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c&@s than the fubje&ts of France and Spain:’
| therefore Britith fubjeéts are avor/e of than
ichmen and Spaniards.—The fubjets of France
Spain would juttly rife againft Britith taxation,
therefore the fubjetts of Great Britain may
juftly rife againit it.—Or thus: Englithmen
: more authority over their wives, than over the
:s of the Tutks; therefore Englith womer are
[e off than 1he reft of womankind, yea than the
ss of the Torks, becauje they are our wives? |
grieved to fee a dottor in divinity proftitute b
v arguments chriftianity, morality, and logic
1¢ infatvation of a reitlefs, levelling patriotifm.
'he preceding argument of Dr. Price is intro~
:d by the levelling prapofition which follows,
Inlefs different parts of the fame community
re united by AN BQUAL REPRESENTATION, all
ich authority” [rhat is, all the authority exercie
by ome part of the community over the other] ¢ is
aconfiftent with the principles of civil liberty,’”
vd ** cannot be diftinguithed from the fervitude
f one’ part *¢ to another,” If this do@rine is
, are not the Lord Mayor, the aldermen, and
freemen of the city of London, chargeable with
nny ; as well as the king, the parliament, and
ele@ors of Great Britain? Is not Middlefex’
1 with flaves, as well as America? And may
t addrefs the London patriots thus 2 Gentlemen,
)r. Price’s levelling doélrine is falfe, why do
honour and reward bim for propagating it?
.if it is true, why do you pot follow it? Why
'ou not begin to level authority in your own ju-
Qlion, as you want the king and parliament to
o theirs? In aword, why do you not anite the
rent parts of YOUR community by AN EQUAL
RESENTATION ? Your community is made u
wo forts of men : Freemen, and men who have
:he freedom of your city. Thefe, who make
ar the greater part of your community, have
1are in the government of it. By keeping the
t of legiflating for the city in your own hands,
. you
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you exclude them from an EQUAL REPRESENT A~
T1oN; and according to the admired principles of
yeur champion, your astherity cannot be diffinguifhied
Jrom the ferwvitude of one part of the city so the other,
—from the fervitude of the non-freemen to your-
felves; and therefore 'you yourfelves are as mach
. iovolved in the guilt of enflaving your fellow-crea-
tures, as your {cheme fuppofes the king and parli~
ament to be. Let your principles of civil liberty
take place at home: Level authority in the city ; or,
for decency’s fake, mever more refle& upon our le-
giflators, becaufe they do not level it in the empire.
Dr. Price prefents us with another bold . plea for
leyelling patriotifm ; and it is fo much the more
curious, as it is a perfe@ jeft upon-the freedom of
the city of London, with which the patriots have
prefented bim. This plea runs thus :  We [non-
¢ voters] fubmit to a parliament that does not .
¢ reprefent us, and therefore they [the Colonifts]
*¢. ought. FHow firange an argument is this 2 It
¢ is faying, we want liberty, and therefore. they
¢ ought to waat it. Snprfe it true, that they
¢¢ are indeed contending for a better conflitution
¢ of government, and more liberty than we eam-
¢ joy :- Ought this to make us angry ?—Is it ge-
¢ perous, becaufe we are in a fink, to endeavour
¢ to draw them into it? Ought we not rather to
¢ with earneftly that there may be at leaft onk
¢¢ FR¥B COUNTRY left upon earth, to which we
¢ may fly when venality, laxury, and vice, have
¢¢ completed the ruin of liberty here 2’ —I own to
you, Sir, that if | were the author of Dr, Price’s
Olfervations, and the patriots of London reward-
ed me for my book, by giving me the freedom of
their city, I would reje@ that hoaour with detefe
tation, and fay : Geutlemen, what do you mean
by prefenting me with the freedom of your city ?
Is not your intended favour a glaring proof that
you enflaved me before, as you do all my fellow-
citizens who are not freemen ? Will you make me
a partaker of your fin? Will you bribe me into
T “tyraany
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ranny by a gold box? Far from accepting a
ace in your partial legiflature, I will excite. my
laved fellow-citizens to rife againft you. [ will
ntend for a better conflitution of City-gowernment,
1d more liberty than ave enjoy : Ownght 1his 10 make
u angry ? Is it gencrous, becaufe the ron-freemen
‘¢ in a fink, to endeavour to keep them in it ¥ Oughe
u mot rather to awifh earnefly, that' there may ar
2 be one FREE City /gt in Great Britain, 1o
vhich aue may fly, avhen wenality, luxury, and vice
1ve completed the ruin of liberty in the kingdom ?
Ul Dr. Price a&ts in this manner, and the city-patri-
s recant their encomiums of his book, or abolith
e diftinction between freemen and non-freemen in
teir community ; they muft give the unprejudiced

orld leave to confider them as inconfiftent men,

‘ho fay and do ‘not ;—as partial men, who lay
pon other communities heavy burdens, which
iey will not fufler their own commaunity totouch j—e
nd as reftiefs, imperious fubjeéts, who infift upon
ar legiflators levelling authority in America, when
1ey themfelves will not level it in Eagland ; no
ot in the city of {.ondon, where American pa-
jotifm has fet vp its fandard. But [ return t0
Xes: :

You will perhaps obje&, that, If the Colenifts
nce owed taxes to the Britith legiflature for pro-
:&ion, yet they owe them now no more ; becaufe
1} ties and natural contra@ls are now broken ; the
rotherscountry having turned her proteQion into
&s of open hofiility s I reply, that Great Britain
haftifes..che Colenies for their difobedience, with
ne relutance of a fond parent, who, when fhe
orre@s ‘an undutiful child, is ready to take his
art againft a marderer. Weredit not for the ter-
or of our flecets, fome greedy Earopean powers
rould perhaps at this very time fall upon tkhe Co-
onies, and endeavour to anncx them tq their co-
ninions. — Agajn : If your fervant cr your fon
1ad abufed you, and you gave him corrc&ion (o'
njog him fo a {enfe of his duty; would he 133;

»
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84 folly v6 wichedwefs if he faid: Sin, my ebiis
gatiolr toabey you ceafes: Forinftead of ufing me
as a malter, or & father, you prepare to corre@® mejy
nay, you firike me! Every r:lation vherefore, i
pow at an end between us.  Youw have cut the laft
knot whick tied me ve yow, and | will now fighe
you asan open enemy.~This immoral excufe brirgs
to my remembrance the obtinacy of fomve ineorris.
giblemen, whom David deferibes thus: e awrard
of God came upon them for their difobedience, and

ew the farieft of them.  For alf this they forned jtil
~~Yea, they finned yet more againft him,~their divine
fovereign. Bat I hope better thizfs'df our pices
Ametrican brethrea. Netwithftanding the anweas
tied endeavours of fome patriets, 0 ¢onfirm them

in their uewatural refifance, they will, I rroft, fubs

it to Ged and the kinp.

?age']é, you continue 1o quete the Dofor thos ¢
¢ Children heving mo property, #d being incapas
¢« ble of guarding themfelves, the dothor of nas
# tare has commitred the care of them to their
¢¢ parents, and fobje@ed them to their abfolute aus
¢ thority. But thtere is a period when, having ac:
#¢ quired property, and a eapacity of jedging for
¢¢ themfelves, they become independent agents ;
#¢ and when, for this reafon, the zuchotity of cheir
st parents ceafes, and becomes Rothing, but the
#¢ refpe@® and inflaence dee to benefattors.”” This
argument is as illogical as it is jngeniows. The
faw of it confifts in confoanding the double reja.
tion which the Colonifty futain, ramely that of
fons, and that of fubje&s of Great Britaim : Grante
ing therefore to Dr. Price, that according to the
1aw of nature, theve is a time when ¢hi/drex bes
come independent by acquiring property and wife
dom ; yet this is nat the cafe with refpedt to sen-
JECTS 3 but whatever be their wealth and age, and
whatever capacity they have of judging for them-
fetves, they continue Yo be dipendent agents ; being
‘ftill bourd to obey, in all reafomabie things, the
Je‘iﬂative power ender which providence has placed

' them.
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em. The planfible. srgament of yous feecad
hen wuched with the finger of found logicky
rinka therefore into a fophifim as glering as thaf
hich follows : Whean the Prince of Wales thall be
" age, he (hall be sudependet on his farker, ang
erefore he fhall alfo bctdcﬁtduc ©on the &irg.
¢ {hail bave the libarty of taking a ride whether
s father conlent ar net, and thexefare he tall alfo
we the liberty of sommaeding she flset 2ad the
wy whewber kisbing confens or mot, 1f you swould
frighted at sy wickednels, were I t1p fir up
e priace 10 rebellion by foeh fophiftry ; why do
w socomment as < excellens,” a pamphlot whick
pports the American #ovolt by fo weak am argu-
tug ? .
Yau contiave to gnate the Dociae. ** Suppol
therefore, that the oider of pature in ckablid-
ing the rolation batween paresis amd children,
ought w0 have been the role of aur condudl to
the Colonies, we fould have been gradually se-
laxing owr authority-as they grew wp.” Anow
:r preat miftake this, of which you will be fenfie
: if yoy apply the Doltor's fumile to the cafe in
nd, thus: If the fovereign cughe o confider the
lopifts as the children of Gregt Britaio, and te
at them in a parental manuer; as they prew up
power he jhould hane bgen gradunlly leflenisg
;ir burdens. But is mot the infarence big witk
furdity ¢ Becaufe pasents lay na burden upon a
:king child, does it fallow they ere to lay gradu~
y lels and lefs upon him ar &w groews up 7~ Docs
t every noprejudiced peifon fe¢ that, if-a pareat
nts his children’s aflitance, he may increafe, and
i a right, as they grow up, gradually wo increafe,
: Jittle burdens which be wangs them to carry 3
1 that nothing.wonld be more ablurd than-*¢ grae
illy ta relax bis sutherity” in this refpo, when
ir increafing firength begins to sender that es-
rity valuable } But fuppofing prrasts ought to
wire lels and lefs of their cdiddren as-they grow
. dogs it follow that sggsumm ought to da fo
F too




[ 61 Let. 3.

too with refpet to their sumyscTs? Is there a

Jegiflaturé in all the univerfe, fo far funk in ftopi-

dity as to fay to their fubjets, You have paid tax-

€s to the fovereign for above a thoufand years, yos

are now grown up into an anciens kingdom ; the

American patriots have infinuated, that as our
fubje@s are our children, we fhould gradually relax
onr asthority of taxing them as they grow axp, and
therefore we ena& that you fhall pay but one half
of our taxes for fifty years, and in a hundred years
you fhall pay nothing, for the government will be
old enough te fuppert itfelf without any taxes at
all : So fhall we fhew the world, that we are grey-
headed lawgivers, that you ¢ are no children,”
and that our once childifh conftitution is yrows
to manly wifdom and ftrength. Such are the rea-
fonings of Dr, Price’s * moit excellent pamphlet ™
Can feathers be lighter than thefe arguments,
with which the American patriots hope to batter
down Britith patriotifm ! Feathers however may
do mifchief, when they are clofely compadted in &
firong paper-vehicle; when they are rendered poo-
derous by the weight of a geld box, and when
bufy prejudice hurls them through town aad coun-
try with incredible ardor. :
_ 'This part of the American controverfy is fo im-

portant, that | beg legve to throw light upon it by
un appofite iluftration. 1 live in a parith, where
she wealth of feveral men confifts in the number
and ftrength of their children. A goor collier has,
#t may be, five or fix fons. He works night and day
to maintain them, io hopes that they will one day
help to maintain him, and borrows moaey to build
an houfe ; flacvering himfelf that by the afliflance
of his children, as they grow up, he fhall foon
difcharge the debe. When they are eigbt years of
age, they get him a groat a day; at fourteen, a
fhilling ; and at nincteen, eighteen pence ; fo that
the poor man has a fair prefpe& of being foon, .as
he fays, * on a level with the world.”” But alas{
khis hope proves abortives A bufy body, an envir
. s ous
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sus neighbour, or fome defigning peifon, poifons
he minds of his dutiful children with the poli«
icks of Dr. Price, and fays, Your father does not
ife yoa well. "He is a tyrant. The ftronger you
yrow, the more burdens he lays upon you ; wheres
is he fhould lay lefs and lefs. You ¢ are no
‘hildren :”” You can maiantain yourfelves, and
‘pend your own money. If | were in your place,
his very day I would leave the .0ld man, and fet
1p for myfelf.—Too many of thefe deluded youths
rave [ feen, firft, ufing their parent ill thro’ fuch:
nifchicvous infinuations ; and then turning their
»acks upon him, to-go and fquander in riot and
rloody f{ports, the money which they fheuld have:
ipplied to the difcharge of the family-debt, which
vas contraéted to build the houfe, where they
1ave lived rent-free all thejr life.’

If | blame this condu& in my young, undutiful:
»arifhioners, can [ approve of it in my American
eilow-fubjeéts, who defpife a legiflative powes
soffefled of royal, -as well as parental authority 2
s.it right in.them to turn. their backs upon their
nother-country, when (he groans under the weight
f a debt, which has been in. part contraled for
heir fake? Aad can we wonder enough at the:
onduét. of Dr. Price, who tells us of ¢¢ the ruin
¢ with which the national debt threatens us ;—a.
¢ debt much heavier than that which fifty years-
¢ ago, the wileft mea thought would neceffarily
¢ fink us;” an. immenfe debt, which we have no:
air profpe& of difcharging but by the prudent:
nanagement of growing taxes, and by the loyal,.
ilial and brotherly aflitance, which we have a
ight 1o expe& from the Colonies ;—can we, I
ay, wonder enough at the ftrange conde&t of Dr..
'rice, who, while he tries to frighten us with the
wful afpet. of this national debt, fays all he can:
o render us odious and contemptible to the Colo-
iies, by whofe friendly. and proportionable help,
ve are in hopes. of difcharging it 2

o ‘H Thia:
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This conda@ of Dr. Price is fo much the more
ferpriing, as he intimates in his conclufion, that
* The debt of Eogland, &c. might be acknow-
¢ Jedged the debt of every individual part of the
s« whole empire, Afia, as well as Awerica, inclu
¢ ded.” For my part, fuppofing [wbjes had a
sight to retire from their fonwreigns, as grown vp
children have to leave their parencs; J do net fee
how the Colonies conld ia confcience defire to fet
vp for themfelves, and form a feparate empise,
before they have helped their mother-comntry te
extricate berfelf out of the difficulty of ber national
debt : Nor can | conceive how the fovereign coald
jully permit them to commence independent s bee
caufe the firengch and wealth of adl the Britith
empire are the double !xuril}, oa which thoufands
of people have placed either the whole or a part
of their fortune in the fRocks; and it would be
wroogicg the public to let fo confiderable a part
of that fecurity, as America, be loft,

However [fays Dr. Price, who is always ene
happily ingenious in findieg fault with the fove.
reign’s ccnde@l} ¢ Had we nourifhed and favoure
¢ ed America, with a view to commerce, inflcad
*¢ of confidering it a3 a country t0 be governed,
¢ &c. a growing forples in the revenue might
*¢ have been gained, which, iavariably applied 10
¢¢ the gradual difcharge of the natioual debt,
* would have delivered us from the ruvin with
& which it threatens us.” — ¢ This trade” fwith
the Colonies] ¢ was not only an increafing rrade 3
* but it was a trade i» awhich ave had no rivals 3
“ g trade cersain, cenflamt and animterrupied.’’

But why was this trade ‘“ an increafing trade, in
which ave had mo rivals 7** Was it not becaufe the
Culoniis were fo taken up wikh clearing groand,
planting, and building, that they had net time to
apply themfelves to the culture of lefs neceflary
aris?  But wow that their hovfes are built, theie
fields in proper order, and their nambers malti
plying faft, they muft cither idly look onc at :‘n

other
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‘other, or ere® manufalores, and provide them-
felves with an hundred articles, with which they
heve hitherto been fupplied from England. So
fhall they, themfelves, naturally become oar ¢ ri-
* vals*’ in manufatures: And the moment this
is the cafe, our trade with them will naturally
deereafe, and Dr, Price’s fcheme for difcharging the
‘national debt will prove an idle fpocularion, anlefs
ave ‘fhould aét fo tyrannical 4 part as to put a total
fop to indaftry among them. Heace appears the
propriety and neceflity of fnternal taxes, in order
to obtain from them a révenus, which may be at
oace rational, feriptaral, conftitutional and Jfure.
Again: Why has our trade with the Colonies
Pbeen hitherto ¢ 2 trade certain, confant, and an-
Frterrapted #»* Was it not becauie Great Britain,
by maintaining her jupremacy over the Colonies,
could confine their trade, and make it flow in
Britith channels? If fhe pives up her fupremacy,
will fhe be able to obligé the Colonies to trade
with her, more thaa with France, Holland, or
in? Is'it not evident, that ia the fame year in
which fie lofes her fapremacy, not enly her Ameri-
can dominions and taxes, bot likewife her Amverie
can ports and trade will be loft for evet, unleis the
Colonifls can get more by us than by other natioas 2
1 thould wonder, that fo obvious a thought efcaped
fo penetrating 2 genius as Dr. Price; sf 1 did not
know, that the peculiar patriotifm, which I eppofe,
is fo intent upon looking for defeéls in the Contti-
tution, and for blemifhes tn our governors, that it
frequently overlooks the moft glaring troths,
"~ Return we now to yout quotation, and lec us fee
if the conclufion is preferable to the beginning:
Dr. Price goes on. ‘¢ But, like mad parents, we
¢¢ have done the contrary; and at the very time
¢¢ when our authority fhould have been moft re.
¢+ Jaxed, we have catried it to the greatett exvent,
s¢ and exercifed it with the greateft rigor. No
& avovder them, that they [the Colonies] have
% turned vpon vs; and obliged us to rcmem?;r.
| ¢ thag
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* that they are not children.” Bring the Doflor’s
meaning to open light: Unfold his argument, and
you will find the following propofitions, which:
may be confidered as the political creed of Da
Price and the American patriots, (1) Parents whe-
do not relax their autharity of laying fome eafy
bardens vpon their childreo, as their childreg
grow more able to bear fuch burdens, are ¢ mad
parents.” — (2) Our political parents, that is,
our Jegiflators, who have not relaxed their autho-
1ity of laying fome eafy taxes upon their American.
children, as thefe children grew more able to pay
fuch taxes, are % mad” legiflators.—(3) When
children grow up, and bhave got ftrength enough.
to bear a little burden for their heavy-laden pas
reats ; and when (uch parents defire their childrea
to give them fome filial aflittance, it is wo awonder
that grown up children turn uwpon their parents,.
and obiige them ¢ to. remember that they are mee
childrea”’ — (4) The Colonies have now got.
firength enough to eafe grear Britain by bearin
fome fmall proportion of the taxes with which the
is loaded: And therefore it is ao avonder that thep.
turn, {word in hand, spem their mother-country,.
and oblige her to rememter that they are not children.
Such is the maoner in which a do&tor ia divinitg
enforces the fifth commandment!

If this dottrine fhocks you, Sir, what would you
think of it, were I to apply it to the charater of
susjecTs of Great Britain ;.— a' charaer this,
which the Colonilts bear, as well as that of Soms
of Britons? In this view of things, the Doctor’s
patriotic creed naturally fwells with the following
articles. (1) A fovereign who does not relax his
authority of laying reatonable taxes upon his Jube
Jedls, as they grow more able to pay fuch taxes,
alts like a ¢ mad” fovercign. (z) When fub-
je@s have got ftrength and wealth enough to pay
fuch taxes, they may *‘ zurn ugon’’ their Sovereiguo,
and oblige him to remember, that they are no impotens
Jubjedse  And, lattly, to make ap applicadon _dc;f

R ' L
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the whol¢, the king and parliament have afted
Jike mad lawgivers, by laying a reafonable tax
opon their American fubje&ts; and the Coloniits
only oppofe madnefs, when they rife up in arms
againft their fovereign, rather than pay the rea-
fonable tax laid upon them, If there is a grain
of plety, morality, or good fenfe in one article of
this patriotic creed, I confent to foifcit my claim
to a grain of common fenfe, -

Dr. Price may pofiibly attempt to prove, that
the laft articles of this creed do not belong to his
do&rine : For he infinuates, that the Colonifts are
not the fobje&s of Great.Britain. Take his own
words : ‘¢ The people of America are no more the
¢¢ fubjeCs of the people of Great Britain, than the
¢¢ people of Yorkthire are the fubjeéts of the peo-
¢¢ ple of Middlefex.” This propofition is true, if
the Do&tor by the people of Great Britain means
you, me and our Britifh fellow-fubjects. But who
ever pretended that the Colonilts are the fabjets
of Yorkfhiremen or Cornithmen? No Briton bug
the king can fay to a Coloniit, You are my fubject.
And if George the Third has a right to fay it, to
every Colonift, it is only as he is .the head and
reprefentative of the whole legiflative power, and
can fay it to every Englithman. When we affere,
that the Coloniits are the fubjests of Great Britain,
wedo not fet ourfelves above them ; We only mean
that they are under the legiflative power of Great
Britain, as well as we. And Dr, Price inadver.
tently grants it, when he adds, ¢¢ They are ooy
¢ felloaw fubjedds:” For if they are our fillowe
Jubjects, they are bound to obey the.Britith legife
Jatare as much as we are; as much at lealt ‘as the
body of the non-voters in England; a countlefs
body this, which far exceeds the number of all
the American Colonifls, as appears from the ace
count which Dr. Price himfelf gives us of the
inequality of our reprefentation, and the prodigi«
ous difference which the conftitution makes be-
tween Briton and Briton, with regard to the prie

- vilege
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. vilepe of voting at eleQions. ¢ In Great Bri-
* tain’’ [fays he] ¢ confifliog of mear fix mil-
¢ lions of inhabitants, 5723 perfovs, moft of
*¢ them the loweft of the people, ele@ ane half
¢¢ of the houfe of commons; and 364 votes chufe
¢ the ninth part.” According to this account,
sad that which in an ether place he gives us of
the Colonies, which, he fays, confiR of « mgar
three millions of people,” it follaws that whea
the parliament taxnes the mam-wovers in Fngland,
it taxes at lealt ewo millions of perfons more than
whes it taxes all Briti(h America.

With refpeft ta the prerepative which Prisans,
as 2 more anciest people enjoy, whes they chede
parliament men ; it may be as reafonably and le-
gally iavefted i un elder cammunity of {ebjels, as
. a family-prerogative is invefled i an elder bre-
ther. - Add te this, that by puying bheavier taxes,
we now make, and, 1 bope, fhall alwaps equite~
. bly make a compenfation to the Coloaies for the
fuperior privileges anneved to our ddvfip. Nor
is it more jof in the Colonies 10 levy war ageiaft
Britons on the prefent occafion, than it would be
in younger brothees w fall fword ie hand opos
their elder brother, becaofe cuftom apd law ale
low him peculiar rights neceflary w0 fuppart the
dignity of their family, which, as the fisd-bom
fon, be ptaliarb reprodeats. '

Should :you fay, tha:, accardiag to this darice,
the Colonifis lofe the birth-right tranfmitted to
them, as fons of fice-bern Englifhmen, namely,
the right of being their oaun legiflarors : A facred
right this, ¢ without which government is a
eurfe” ; and fubjedtion, *¢abje&t flavery’”’.—l re.
ply, that what the people of £ngland never had,
casnot be loft by the prople of England, much
lefs by the people of America.—‘¢ What! [(sys
your {cheme] bave not the voters in England zhe
sight of making their owe laws?” No, Sir, no
mare than Angels in heaven snd Frenchmen on
earth—*¢ What! Do we not chufe esr own see

Ppres
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srefentatives > And are mot our reprefentatives
awgivers I’ Yes, Sir, but they are cot Jawgivers
18 they are our agents. snd reprefentatives ; Eut as
hey are the agemts and reprefentatives of the
Sreat Lawgives, who ordains the Powers that are.
— ¢t However they legiflate in confequence of our
:hoiee.” Tree; but not thro’ any legiflative
sower communicated. to them by virtue of our
‘hoice. Yow rule your ownr wife, if yos have one,
n confequence of the choice fhe made of you for
1 hufband ; but not by any authority fhe conveys
:d to you. If you have fons, and give them their
‘hoige of hralf a dezen mafters; he whom they
‘hufe, acquires a right to command chem in cons
equence of their chaice, but not thro® any aathos
ity conveyed to himt by virtue of that cheice, -
Che authority of commanding your fons moft
ome from an higher fource than their ele@lion. If
hey could: beftow magilterial aushority, they conld
efume it as often as they are inclined to play the
ruant.~* What! according to the Britith con-
titotion, is it not the prerogative of certain men,
vhom we call frecholders and Bargeffes, to give their
‘ote to certain genthemen, whe, in confequence of
hofe votes, are adimitted as members of the houfe
f commons, in which a large fhare of the legile
ative power is lodged.”” Tree: This is a peca-
iarity of the Britilh government, juit as it is a pe-
uliarity of the church of England, that fome men
alled reddors, wicars, and patrons, can give a flu-
‘emt in divimity a title, ia confequence of which
e is invefted with authority to be an embaflzdor
f Chrift, and to preach the gofpel. But obferve !
his authority comes not from his reor, wicar, or
arrom : It delcends from Curist himfelf, If [
ancied, that asthority to preach the gofpel omgi-
ates from me, becaufe I can give a candidate for
rders a tite, in confequence of which be may be
dmitted into holy orders, and preach for me, and
» mee 3 1 fhould betray my fpinitual vanity in the
hureh, as much as thofe men: beuay thzic politi-

' ) sal
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cal pride in the Rate, who fancy that they are born
legiflators, ar.d that they can convey the power o
makiog laws to the gentlemen for whom they vote
at an eletiion, jult as you can convey the authori-
ty of drefling your horfe, to the man whom you
chufe for ycur groom. 1 have dwelt the more up-
on this part ¢f our controverfy, becaufe the notion
that fclf-government and felf-legiflation naturally
belong to all men in general, and to the people
and Colonies of Great-Britain in particular, is the
wearcr Jevdog, the capital error, from which flows
your American patriotifm. The moment that ere
ror is difcovered, this boafted virtue vifibly dege.
nerates into a vice compounded of one or more of
the following ingredients, inattention, prejudice,
ignorance, conceit, pride, ambition, eavy, refrace
gorinefs, and civil antinomianifm. :
We have feen in the preceding letter, how
greatly you have wronged the fovereign in pointiag
out the caufe of the war with America ; let us fee
if Dr. Price does the king and parliament more
jultice than you do. ¢ “L'he prefent conteft [fays
¢ his pamphlet] is for dominion on the fiae of
¢¢ the Colonies, as well as on ours:—But with this
¢¢ difference. We are flruggling for domiaion
¢¢ over OTHERS; THEY for sFLF-dominion ; the
‘¢ noblelt of all bleflings.~I am perfuaded, that
¢¢ were pride, and the luft of duminion, extermi-
¢¢ nated from every heart among us, &c. this
¢¢ quarrel would foon be ended.—To fheath our
¢ {words in the bowels of our brethren—for no
¢ other end thas to oblige them to acknowledge
¢ our fupremacy: how horrid |—This is the cur~
¢¢ {ed ambiiion that Jed a Czfar, ard an Alexander,
¢ and many other mad conquerors, to. attack
¢ peaccful communitics, and to lay wafte the
¢¢ earth.—This war can have no other obj«¢t than
¢ the extenfion of power.”” Thefe patriotic af-
fertions appear to. me biz with abturdity and
grofs injuttice.. Dces Great Britain aim at an
S extenfion of power,’’ when fhe prote&ls our io-
- ‘ jured
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ired merchants, her opprefled fubjeéts? Have
ot all fovereigns the right to defend wronged in- °
bcence? Nay, isit not their bounden duty fo to
> with refpeét to their own fubje@s? Does otr lew
ilatare “*extend her power,” when fhe taxes the
mericans ! Has not Dr, Price himfelf granted
iat they were taxed in the late reign? And does
>t his own confcience declare, thar proteilive
wwers have the right of reafonably taxing the pro-
&ed 3 and that &is right has been enjoyed by all
wereigns in all ages ? ,

Again : If the king of Great Britain is the Jaw-
1 {fovereign of the Colonies, aad has as much
ght to command them as to command us ;<if all -
e men in power among them before the revols,
ok 0oaTHs OF FIDELITY to him, as the king of
reat Britain, who is infeparably connefted with '
s Britith parliament ;—=and if they have always
bmitted to Britith laws, and ¥ always looked 10
is country ay their home”~—if this is the cafe, 1 fay,
n any thing be more unreafonable ard unjutt’
an to pour loods of odium upon the efforts, which .
e fovereign makes to bring back the Colonies to
cir former allegiance ; and to compare thofe efforts
the Juff of power, which intoxicated Car and
lexander, when, without any provocation, they ate *
cked and conquered foreign king'oms? If a
cond Ker arofe in England, affe@ted independency, -
ayed the tyrant, drew all the country people from
eir work, and engaged half a dozen counties to
volt ; would any man, except an Amerfcan pa.
iot, dare to fay, that it would be ** javage folly
addrefi the throne’ for the fuppreflion of the growe
g miichief} Could you infinuate with candor,
at, if the king exerted his power on fuch an oc- -
fion, he would -a& the part of 4 * mad con<
eror ?”’  And would not your blood run cold, if"
u heard a chriftian Dottor put this wild plea in
e mouth of K¢r and his adherénts: O king, the
‘rit of domination, and the luft of power make thee '
id. ~ Thou wilt jheath thy javord it our bowels, '
C e 1 and
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and /pscad mifery among g happy peopls for no other
end than to oblige them to acknowvledge thy [upremacy. .
We confefs that the prefent conteff is for dominion on
our fide as awell as on thine; but awith this ¢ffential .
diffirence : Tuou art fruggling for duminion ower .
OTHERS ; WE for SELF dominion, the uoble? of
H{@ng:? . oL .
his feditious fophilm is fuficient to fill us

with a juft dete®tation of Dr. Price’s politicks. But
a fcheme which has a direQt tendency fo to level au-
thority, as to fubvert all government, and abolifh -
all fubordipation in the aniverfe—fuch a fcheme,
1 fay, cannot be’ too firongly oppofed: It fhould -
be totally extirpated. Arcbimedes faid once, ‘* Give
me a point, on which I may fix my engine, and I
will move the earth out of it’s place:” -'And I may
fay, Give me Dr, Price’s political principles, and
1 will move all kings out of their thrones, and all
fubjeQion out of the .world. To convince you of -
the truth of thisaffertion, I need only work a mo-
ment his patriotic engine in your prefence, )

The colle@or of the land.-tax is at the doorg
Fired with Dr. Price’s patriotifm, I run to him and -
fay : Sir, 1:am a freeman. You fhall treat me nei-
ther as a beaft, ror as a flave. 1 never yet chofe -
a parliameng-man in all my life : Nor will | be taxed

till 1.am dire@ly and adequately reprefented .in:par- .

Jiament. And fuppofe | were, I.could not ia con-
fcience pay taxes to maintain a government, which -
enflaves mitlions of my fiee-born fellow-creatures,
who are taxed without being dire@ly or adequately
reprefented. Befales, I pay parith rates, and the .
Jevies of my bundred; and myft I fubomit 10 be 2ri-
 ple-taxed ? " Will thofe who fead -you infsf upon
Juch a fupremacy over. me, as will leave me nothing -
that 1 can gal! my own ?—Would you let me alone, .
and fuffer me to ewjoy im fecurity my property, and
parithgovernment, inflead of. difturbing me, 1 avesld
thank and ble/s you—But if you will not, 1 Aave

« right to emancipate myfelf ‘as foon as Icans | will....

faew you, that L and my hundred Aave the right of
T oo degiflaring

[ -
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legiflating for ourfelves. Thii beffing, when bff, we
have always a right to refume : And I refame it now
in the mame of all the non-eletors-in the payith aad
hundred, who are the majority, and whbo fhovld be
1s glad 45 myfelf to pay taxes only when they have
2 mind. Dulee pro 'parochid mori! But fuppofe
they chufe to be enflaved, I do net: Dr. Price
aas converted me to patriofifin. 1 adt ac-
:ording to his admired doftrine, which is fommed
ap in the following propofitions. *¢ In.a free fase
EVERY MAN is 01s owN. legiflaior.” — *.Ta be free,
is to be gurded by ONES OWN aw:ll:-And to be guided
by the will o¥ ANOTHER is the charadler of SERVI-
FUDE." — * 4; far asyin ANY INSTANCE, 1hg ope-
ration of ANY CAUSE, comes in ta refirain the power
Y SEL¥ GOVERNMENT,” (whether it be in an in-
lividual, i a parifh, hundred, colony, province,
pridcipality, or kiogdom,) /o far sLAVERY is
imtradicsd : Kot do I think that™ a precifer idea than
this of LLBLY T¥ or SLAVERY can be formed.”” Ac-
cotding'td't {1s dofrine, I'can not only refufe pay-
ing taxgs with the majority of my 'handred, but
alone,” By virtue of my own perfopal right. For
f EVERY MAK is HIS OWN }:ggﬂmr._ it is plain,
that be ¢an make his own laws, Now, aslam a
wan, I am my own legiflator ; and as fuch [ enadt,
-hat Fought not to pay the. tax you demand of me.
5hould you fay, that thé parliament has enalted.I
thall pay it, I feply [in Mr. Evans’s and Df. Price’s
words] What a man has is ABSOLUTBLY hic owm s
No mai has a right to take it from him withoat his
confent; expreffed by himfelf. or by his own reprefene
‘ative, i. €. by a'repreféntarive of his own chafing,
What duthority has the parliament to cede my pro-
perty ? ¢ Suck a ceffion being inconfifient wuin the un-
slienable tights of human nature, esther binds not at
iy of binds only the individuals awho made it,” and
:he mew who chofe fuch individuals for their repre-
fentatives, This is not all : Dr. Price aflerts that
*© all taxes are PREE GIFTS.”” And can any thing

b¢ more abfurd than to demand a ERRE GLET, as

1z
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if it were & juf? deds; efpecially confidering that I
" never promifed fuch a gift, no nor the majority of
the parifh, the hundred, the county, or the king-
dom to which I belong; the majority not havieg
" fent any member to parliament? A free gift is to
be given freely; and whoever will take it from us
againft oor own will, contradi@s himfelf, tries to
enflave us, flabs our witals, and ‘commits xobbery.
And is not fuch a grofs adufe of power fufficient to
roufe me into refiffance ? Befides, why fhould I be
£o much afraid of raifing a rebellion? Does not Dr.
Price fay, ‘¢ He who will examine the hiftory of
¢ the world will find, there has generally been

" 4¢ more reafon for complaining that they have been
" ¢ too patient, than that they have been turbu.
" ¢¢ lent and rebellious »’* Should you objeét that,
" vpon this footing, all the non-voters will foon rife
"againft the voters and théir reprefentatives, and that
the anizy of the kingdom will be broken ? Ireply in
the Do&tor’s piouslanguage, * If in order 1o preferve
- unity, one half of it” fthe realm] ** g1 u%t be enflava
« ed to the other half, let it, in the name of God,
¢ want unity.” — ¢ Of fuch Jiberty asI bave now
“«¢ defcribed, it is impoflible that there fhould be
4 -an excefs.” And Iapply to your tyrannical de-
“mand the patriotic query, which he makes with
-yefpe&t to the Sqvereign’s claims on the proviace of
Maflachufet’s Bay, ¢ Can there be any Engliﬁxman
s who, were it bis own cafe, would not fooner
¢ Jofe' his heart’s blood, than yield to claims fo
"4 pregnant with evils, and deflro@live to every
'6¢ thing that can diftinguith a freemon from a flawe 27
Nothing can exceed the wickednefs of this pa-
triotic fpeech of mine about taxes, except the info<
“Jence of that which follows, 1 fuppofe it was made
by Satan to the Sonof God, when, according to
Milton’s fancy, they encountered each other in the
heavenly plaigs. I meet thee in the field [fays thg
fiend] to Sefend my freedom, and aflpre the liberty
of thefe heavenly legions. Before | pierce thy fide

* ‘with my fpear, l¢t me picrce thy confcience with

my



ny arguments,  Ix a free flate {much more in heaw
ren where liberty is perfe@] ewvery one is Ais own
‘egiflator. To befree, istobe guided by one’s orvn will ; .
1nd 0 be guided by the will of another,.is the charaZer
sf ferwvitude.’ Theycallthee MEssiaH THE PRINCE
but for as mauch as thou fay’f, I do nothing of my-
/elf, and art not athamed to add, Father NoT MY
awill, but thine bs done ;. and to teach the mean Spi.
vits who follow thee to pray, Ty WiLL be¢ done in’
heavven and on earth ; it is plain that thou ¢ reffrasn-
ef? the power of SEBLP GOVBRNMENT,” and ¢ intro--
duceft sLAVERY.” Thou art loft to all fenfe of
beavenly patriotifm. Enflaved thyfelf, thou comeft
to damp the noble flame of liberty, which glows:
in thefe aagelical bofoms; and to make us wear
the badge of the mofl abje&t flavery as thou doft,—-
Thou proud: and bafe tool of tyranny !—Can thy
reafon blame us for.our noble ftraggle, fince we are-
rot allowed to have our natural right of legiflatinz-
Jor ourfelves 7 And if thofe daftardly fpirits, who-
compofe thy hofts,.fay, ‘*Neither have meft of us;*" I'
seply, ¢ Then you fo far want liberty, and your lan-
guage isy we are not free, awhy will they be free ?*'—
$¢ Thave ne other motiom of [flavery, but being bound’
&y alaw, to whick I do not confent,” Now 1 do not
confent to the law which fays, Thou fhalt obey thy-
divine fovereign and honour thy heavenly father ;
Y oever made thar-law. And fuppofe I and my le.
gions bad made it, we have a righe to repeal it.
or “*Goverament is an inflitution for the benefit of
$¢ the people governed, avkich they hawe power to mom-
“ del as.they pleafe.’'—¢ Liberty may be enjoyed sin-
gwery poffible degree.”>—*¢ Liberty.is mofft complete and '
¢ perfelly when. the people have mott of a fhare in*
s government, and of a controuling poaver over the
8% perfons by awhom it is adminifiered.” Now thou, .
and thy father, are the perfons, by whom heavenly
government is adminiltered. A fpirit of domination, .
and luf.of powwer kindls thee into rage. The-anly 0b-
Jtd.of the war thou wagelt againft us, is the extene -
fbion of dominion, Thou wilt maintain thy ufurped

13 Jopremagy;



K

[ 90 ] Let. 3.

Jupremacy over ws : And we will maintaia ouor native
“or acquired fupremacy over ourfelves. ke prefeat
‘eonteft is for dominion om thy fide, as well as ours :
But [like atyrant] thou art fraggling for deminion
‘sver OTHERS : Arnd we [like free [pirits] are firug-
gling for seLP-dominion: The nobleft of all bleffings.
‘et Of fuch liberty [or felf-dominion] as I kawe
‘wow deferibed, it is impoffible that there fhould be an
-exee/s.”—1, and ‘thefe brave legions, will therefore
fight for it, at the ‘hazard olg our ‘happinefs and
‘glory. Self-goveroment and fopremacy in hell, are
‘preferable to fervile obedience and fubordinate gran-
‘dear in heaven.

T need not tell you, Sir, that this fpeech of the
‘patriotic S:raph is formed vpon the principleslaid
down in Dr. Prite’s pamphlet. You eafily difcern
mot only his feotiments, but his very words and
‘dotrine; Should you reply, that the cafe of ercatures
4s-different from that o? fubjeéts, becaufe crearures
swe more to God, than fubjects to an earthly fode-
reign: | grant it, and affert, that oo this account
obedience to the true God is prefcribed ia the firft
table of the faw, and reafonable fubjeion to oar
rightful {overeign, in the feeond table. The former
Ss the firf and great commandment. And’ the [econd
sslike unto it in digoity and importance. Therefore
fays St. Peter, Fear Gid and honour the king. Give
both God and Ca/ar their due. Suhbje&t yourfeives
to both in their place, - :
~ Toreturn : If yodr do€rine dire&ly or indire&ly
Rrikes at the authority of God and Cefar, asthe
two preceding fpecches fhew it does, how danger-
bos 15 your patrotifm ! 1 fhall not however brand it
with the epithets which Dr. Price -applies to the
tonduét of his governors, and Joyal fellow-fabje&s ;
nor thatl - borrow from him the words carfed ambision
~=madnefi—-rage—[avage folly, &c. But with a degree
of the liberty, with which Paal wuirhflood Peter s0
#he fuce becaule he woas to be blamed, 1'1hall venture
to expoftalate a moment both with him and with y*ou.
S : : Yoz

L T
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Youarenqt-only. mep, but Britens, petriots, chrifti-
gns, and miniffers of the gofpel. But which ’o{\ thefe
namesdo you adorn, when you teach the wretched
politicks, r'li_ic_h, I truft, T have refuted in thefe
'gages? If your capital argaments are irrational ;
“have you .fhewn yourfelves mm?-—if’th,zy fap the
foundation of al ¢/wi/ government ; have you thewn
yourfelves cjvilized men }—1f they are unconfPitutie
gnal,betray GreatBritain, tend to read from her all
“her American dominions, and pour undeferved con-
“tempt upon our rightful lawgivers ; have you fhewn
yourfelves Britons, fubjeds, and patriots, defervedly
fo called ?—If they fubvert an important part of
‘Chrift’s dokrine, aad defeat the effet of his loyal
example; have you fhewn yourfelves chriffians ?—If
‘they tend to Kindle the fire of national difcontent,
‘to make uneafy fubjets fly to arms ; or rebellious
fubje®s grafp, with pew tranfports of enthufia{m,
the fwords which they wantoply bathe in floods of
‘Britith blood ; have yon alted the part of preackers
of the gofpel of peace? Have you fhewn, thatyqu
‘either fear God, or honour the king ?—If you have
called all the powers of fophiftry and eratory to
“your help, to hinder. millians of fubje@s from pay-
‘ing obedience to God by rendersng unto Czfar the
2hings which are Cajar's; have you not blown the
trumpet of difcord ? And have you notfounded a falfe
alarm thro’ the Britifh- dominions, by reprefentin
- eur confiitution 88 * almoft Jof” thro® ihe wq?aby/;é
and ** aiolence’ of our goverpors, when if lthei'e is
‘any likelibood of its being loft, the danger fprings
Lrom the aveaknefs or mjiolence of the patriogs, whom
our publicatioas intoxicate and ** kindle info rage 7
Aad fhall I praife you for fuch a condu& { “No,s
Whoever they are, that admire you 3s bold, fpiriced
.titizens, 1 fhall take the liberty to confider 'you 3s
rath ingjadicious patriots, who have more wit thap
prudence, and intend far better than you perform,
" Should you fay, that you have the approbatiop

of the minority in parliament, and of the patriogs
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ja the city of London : T reply, that the city patris
ots will not be your comforters on your death-bed,.
or your judges in the great day. And what if the:
majority of mankind were on your fide; could:
they caufe a.dofrine, which is irrational, anferipe
tural and wnconfiitutional, to be agreeable to reas
fon, fcripture, and the coeflitution?  Peérmit me,.
then, my dear, miftaken: fellow-labourers in the-
gofpel, to befecch you to review our coutroverfy,
- to ftudy chriflian politicks, to drop your preju-
dices againit our Fovcrnors, to embrace genuine
pauioiifm, and to fecond the efforts of. the minif
ters of ftate and gofpel-minifters, who try to flem:
the torrent of political enthufiafm, which deloges
America, and threatens to overflow Great Britain.
ifelf. So fhall you undo the harm, which you
have undefignedly done ; and our revolted fellow-
fubje&s, inftead of curfing thie day:when you con--
firmed them in their fin, will blefs you for giving:
them an antidote as powerful as the error, which.
now. poifons their minds, and difiralts their-coon-
try.

Should you wonder, Sir, at my repeated oppo-
fition to your principles, I thall urge two things:
by way of apology for it: (1). Tho’ I believe that
you and your fecond mean well, yet fome of yoor
principles have, I fear, a teadency to raife or. fo-

. ment a fpirit of difobedience, fedition, aud anar-
chy. And (z) As a minifter of the chusch of Eng-
land, 1 bave fubferibed to the doétrine of the Ho-
mily againfi difobedisnce and wilful rebellion, which
contains this remarkable ejaculation. ¢ God of
¢ his infinite mercy grant unto.us; that we may.
* be—good, natural, lovieg, and obedient fub»
¢ je@s ;—not only fhewing all obedience ourfelves ;
* but, a5 many. of us as are able, to the utmoff of
 our power, ability, and underflanding,’ [endea.
vouring) ¢ to ftay and reprefs all rebels and rebels
¢ lions againft God, our gracious prince, and na.
s tural country, af every occafion thas is offsred ult;

¢ us
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¢ 5! And that which we are all able to &5, une
¢ lefs we do it, we fhall be moft wicked, and moft
* worthy to feel in the end fuch extreme plagues
¥ as God has ever poured upon rebels.” I p-oduce
this quotation, not to charge you, Sir, or Dr.
Price, with difobedisnce and wiiful rebelion, for I
firmly believe you intend no fuch thing. 1 only
~aat to remind you, that by my fubfcriptions as a
minifter, my baptifm as a chriitian, and my oath
>f allegiance .as a fubje&®, | am bound, ar tke oc-
:afion offered me by your reply and your quotations,
‘o do what 1 am able 1o do in order to reQify your
miftakes, and guard my readers againft what ap-
>ears to me the natural tendency of your princi-
sles. . And now, Sir, having cleared my confei-
:nce with refpet to you, and the ingenious Dr.
2rice, whom you have called to your afliftance, I
juit the thanklefs office of a faithtul reprover, and
‘efuming that of a friendly controvertift, I affure
rou, that, notwithftanding the diffezence of our
solitical and religious featiments, § am with chrif-
ian fincerity amliS love,

Rew. Sir, .
Your Obedient

Servant. in Chrift,
J}"F'
POSTSCRIPT,

N my firft Letter, I have omitted an important
anfwer to your ¢apital argument. You fup-
rofe, Sir, that the Coloniits are enflaved and rob-
red when they are taxed by the kiog and the par.
iament, ‘becaufe  every fhilling which they [the
members




[ 94 ] TLet. 3.

. members of the Briith purliameént} zake out of the
- povket of an American, is fo much faved inm their

own.” To this | objett the improbability that a

Britith legiflator would fe far demean himfelf, as

to fave a dirty fhil.ing in his purfe,- by oppreflive-

ly taking one out of an American’s pocket.—~Yeu

reply by infinuating, that 1 have not fo high an

. opinion of the honetty of our legiflivors as| ex-
prefs; and thae, if | lent a few thoufands to eme

of them, | thould take care Aot o part with my

. money without receiving a proper bord.. TFo the
-anfwer whicks | have given yos, p. 28, pernrie me

20 add thac which follows.

Suppofing that 2 member of parlisment would
&t a knavc’s part for the fake of ¢ a few thos-
fands” wherewich bo could emiteh Aimfeif; yerit
is abfurd -to fappofe, that he would torn robber,
to fhare his booty wich dear fix millions of people.
For if a member of parliament picks an Ameri-
can’s pocket by raxing him, the gming which ke
sakes from the American dove not fave 2 fhilling
in his own pocket, as you mnfineate: It is only-a
thilling faved for Great-B:itain in general,—that
is, for acar fix millicns of people. I fhall not fay
then, What gentleman is there in parliament,—
but what felow is there in Newgate, who would
think it worth hiz while to pick an American’s

cket of a fhilling, or even of three millions of
fhillings, to fhare the profit of his villainy among
fix millions of people? Your grand argument
therefote, confidered in this light, wants not only
folidity,- but even plaufibility : Since it is founded
on an abfurd, uncharitable prgbability, which falls
thort ofvemr a rational probability, alboff as much
as a fingle unit falls fhort of fix milligns.

" 'The greceding obfervation is applicable to yoar
:doftrine of fiberty: Civil liderty, if we belicve
you, Sir, and br. Price, is on¢ and the fame
-thing with the power of making our own laws 1n
common with our fellow-fubjeéls. According tothis
motion, fuppofiog that, to make our owh laws, we
: rea
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sealed all the Jaws which have-been made in Eng.
1d by former legiflatars ;~—fuppofing that all the
bjelts of Great B-itain are fiee in your fenfe of.
¢ word ; that their number is nine millions
d that one has as much right to make laws as .
other ;—fuppofing this, | fay, upos your fcheme

follows, that -the deiree of /Jegiflative poaver,. ,

e. of liberty, which falls-to the fhare of an En-
ifhman, beacs as infignificant a ‘praportion to the
1LL poaver of legifation, i. €. to FULL liberty, as
ingle voice bears to eight miilions nine hundred
d ninety sine thonfand rine bundred and ninety
ne voices, If the crown itfelf, and the power
nexed to it, were divided into fo many parts,
ey would be- fo little and fo infignificant, that
ne but fools would think it worth their while to
ntend an hour about one fugch part of the royal
guity. But this is not all: If the old adage,
' capita tot fanfus, is true ;—if every man has
s pecaliar turn for legiflation, as well as his pe-
liar complexion and lcok ;—if no eae is free
it fo far as he is governed according to his own
jiflative mind ;—if -nioe millions of Britifh fub-
2ts have as much right to make Britith laws as
r. Price ;—and if the majcrity are to carry their
iint againft the minority ; there are nive million
-grees of probability to one, that Dr. Price, upon
s own fcheme, will be forced to give up his owa
gilative will ; and that the laws made by others
ail prevail againtt his own felf-made laws. And
not this a proof, that after all the ado he makes
out liberty, he only leads us fo a liberty, which
as far from what he calls complete liberty, as-a -
igle unit is far from nine miilions? And that
: brings us.as near the ftate which you are pleafed
call abje? flavery, as having onlyegne thare of
at part of the legiflative power which is lo®ged
the houfe of Commons out of nine millions of
ares, is near to having nothing to do with legif-
tion at all ? If thefe obfervations are juft, is it
)t evident, Sir, that your dotrine of ciwi/ liber-

o
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ty refts oh frivolous and irrational refinements, as
well as yowr American parriotim P

Permit me to make one more remark opon taxe
ation. Page 47, | have quoted you and Dr. Price,
who both agrée to mention an a& of patiizmert,
where *¢ certain duties, &c. are faid to be GIVEN
and GRANTED By the parliament to the kizg”
Lookirg now into ycur pamphlet, I take notice
that you put the words givex and granted in ita-
Jics, Should you do it to infinuate, -that the taxes
which we pay are mor a DEBT, buta FREE GIFT -
from vus and Our FELLOW SUBJECTS ; permit me;
Sir, to anfwer your indire@t argument by obferv-
ing, that the ligiflative power being chiefly lodged
in the parliament, as the executive power is chicfl
Jodged ia the ing ; the legiflative power may wit
propriety GIVE and GRANT to the executive power
the revcna: arifing from fuch and fuch taxes. All "
that can therefore be reafonably inferred from the
two expreflions, on which you feem to lay fo much
ftrefs, is that the Jegiflative’ power gives and
grants fugplies to the king, as the firft commander
of the fleet and army: But to conclude from:
thence, that taxes are not bue by rhe people to the
begiflative and proteftive power, is as abfurd, un-
fcriptural and unconttitutional, as to conclude, that
all the frecholders are legiflators, that all who have
no-vote for parliament men are flaves, and that
the fuprcme and governing piwer is in the hands
of the governed :—Three dangerous opinions thefe,
which are to your levelling patriotifm, what the
ahree heads of Cerberus are to that fabulous mon-

er.
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LETTERER IV

Riv. Sir,

.Should be inexcufable if I concladed my refo-
tation of Dr. Price’s antichriffian politicks, with-

.out doing bim the juftice to confefs, that he has
.advanced a chrifian argument, which I cannot proe
-perly anfwer, and which is fo awful, that it highly
deferves the attention of all, who with well to
- church and ftate, Take it in his own words. * In
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this hour of tremendous danger, it would be.
come us to turn our thoughts to heaven, This
is what our brethren in the Colonies are doing.
From one.end of North America to the other,
they ave FasTinG and PrAYING. Bat what are
we doing P—Shocking thought! we are ridicul-
ing them as famatics, and {coffing at religion, -
We are running wild after pleafure, and forgete
tiog every thing ferious and decent at mafque-

.rades, We are gamblirg in gaming houfes;

trafficking for boroughs; perjuring ourfelves at
¢lections ; and felling ourfelves for places. Which
fide then is Providence likely to favour? In
America we fee a number of rifiag ftates in thg
vigor of youth, &c. and. snimated by rizTY.
Here we fee an old ftate, &c. inflated and 1rr2-
LIGIoUs, enervated by luxury; &c. and hang~
ing by a thread. Cas we lcok without paia on

“the iflue 2

oot e ". K CLle ... There
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‘There is more {olidity in this argument, than in
all that Dr. Price has advaoced. If the Colonifts
throng the houfes of God, while we throng play-
-hoefes, or-hoofes of Hl fame ; if -they-erond their
‘communion-tables, while we croud the gaming
table or the feftal board ; if they pray, while we
“curfe; if they faft, while we get drunk; and keep
the fabbath, while we pollate it; if they fhelter
under the prote&tgon pf freavgn, while our chief
attention is turned to our hired troops ; we are in
danger—in great danger. Be our caule never fo

ood, and our force never fo formidable; our cafe
1s bad, and our fuccefs doubtful. Nay,. the Lord -

of hofts, who, of old, fold his difobedient people
4nto the ‘hands of itheir varighteons m&s, %0
<haflife and -hemble .thew,—this righteous Loed
‘may give-fuccefs 10 :the arms of the Colonies, w0
-punith’ kem for their revok, wnd »s for our pre-
phanesefs. A yoeth that “believes and prays as
avid, is -a-matech for a cﬂ'unhu fwaggers and
‘curfes as Goliath, And chey- that, ia ¢the name of
-the Lotd, mrhafiaflically encoanter their - ememies
“§n a bad caufe, bid fairer for facce(s than they that,
-3n a good caufe, prophantly go imte the'field ; truft-
-ing only in the apparent ftrength of an arm of
fleth. Todifregard the £ing’s rightecas commands,
as the Coloaiits do, ie bad: But te defpife the firft-
-table commandments of the King of kings, as we
do, is #till worfe. Nor do I fec how we cab anfwer
it, either to reafon or our owa confciences, to be fo
“jntent ou inforcing Britith ilaws, and fo remiss in
‘yielding obedience to the laws of God. If the ca-
cpital command, ‘Fear -Ged, :ond homeur the king,
rcould be properly parved ;-fhould not everyehr‘ni
. thaw prefer.the fornier to:the Jatter ? - Will our
henouriog the kirg atonefor eur dithenouring God?
#Aad can we expe&, that our loyalty- hall make
smends for our impiety or lukewarmnefsp =

Isic pot furprifing, that amidft ell the prepara-
tions, which have been made to fubdue thereveltéd

. Cofonies, none fhould have been made to check
- o our
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" day open rebéllion spainit Gody sod char ik all
ouy' mariohal applieations to- forelzn princés for’
Help, we AAould- hawe fargetten ¢ public applicationi
00 Pribiv of Mdidingsof e carthi? Maty welle
wiflrars tosthein goudtry flacteréd thémfélves; thnt
46 4 ditire; when the Britith et pire fiands, s-Pr.’
Pricw jolly sbforves, = ew xo odige o perifons,’
Sur fuperiond - waeld have appointed’ al day of humis
Kation and prayer j—a day to- canfefs the navional
A9, whish: vive proveked God te lex Toole a fpirie
of pofitical enthafiafer and revolvupon as ;——a day
1o implose pardon‘ for sur pafk erandpreflions, and'
—8- fefolver upoir 2 MOre-telizions and loyal’ courfe |
of life ;—a day to befeech tiie Patherof lights and'
fverciey 105 /b ‘at: thds imiportant jaalture, our
Jewators awhihm in @ pecniiar marnér; and to in<
fpire them: with. (uch tiendinefs and mildhefs, chace
by their prudeace, courage, and coddefcenfion,
the: wat avay be ended: with little effufion of blood ;
asd, if pofiible, witheut fAedding any: more blood
& i <Thoufands cxpected to fee fuch a day;
" uBinking that ic Becemes - ds, as reformed chrifti-
avs, natiotially to addvrefs the thréne of: ‘grece,
fadiinérest God to: turn thé Réartsof the Colonifts
towards 88, ahd ours towards them; that ‘we may
fpeedily bary our mataal anitnofities in the grave
af darcemmon Sawiosr. - And not a few fuppofed, .
thar humenity bidé oo feel for the myriads of our
fellow-creatutes, who are' goingr to offer op their
lives-in ‘the field of battle s -and' that charity-and
picty:require uy to pray that: they mey penitently
part with their fins, and folemnly prepare them-
Jelves for a fafe paffage, 1 fhall not fay from Bri-
tain to America; but, if they are called_ to it,
from time into eternity.—Such, 1 fay, were the ex»
pedtations éf thoafands, bit hitherto their hopes
and willies have been difappointed, - .
.. Dr. Price knows. how ta avail himfelf of ous
omifiion ot delay in shis refpe@, to. ftrengihen the
bands of the American patriots, by infinwating}
that heaven will nog be propitious to us; and that
2 “ our
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& ouy canpe is fuck, as giwes us [00) reafin 1o off
% God to blefs it.”’ Nobe can k[l wlu fewel this
planfible obfervation of his, will add to the wild
fire of political enthufiafm, which burns alresdy
too fiercely in the breafts of choufands of injudi-
cious rejigionifts. I therefore humbly hope, that
our governors will confider Dr. Price’s objeQion
takea from ogr immorality and menels ; and
that they will let the world fee, we are neither
albamed nor afraid to fpread the juflice of our
caufe before the Lord of hofts, aad to implore bis
bleffing upoa the army going to Americs, t0 en-
force gracious offers of mercy, and reafomable -
terms of reconciliation. . . .
. And why, after all, fhosld: we be afhamed of
sfking help of God, as well ss.of Gesrman princes ?
Have we neverread foch awfal foiiptures as thefe 2
* Sgve us, O king of heaven, wHaN we call upon
s ThES. Some pat their traft in chariots,

+ fome in horfes: But ws wiiL remember the
name of the Lord our Ged.~—Bleffcd be my firong
helper, who suspuxTs the .people. unto me,
and feweth me sbove mine adverfaries, — Thro’
THiE will we qvemhrow owr epemies, and in
Ty name will we wread shem under that rife
agaiaft us: For I will mot truft io my bow: It
is not my fword that fhal). [cemparatively] help
me. — Be not afraid of shis ¢ great mulutede ;
for the battle is mot yours,.  but Goo’s.—All the
¢ affembly  fhall. kogw, -that_ the Lord faveth nog
¢ with faord end fpear:. For the batte is the
¢ lorp’s® - i oL
e s . Dur

o Bow G e w8, g

4 Dr. Price, fpeaking of-the numbess of the Amgericans, fays,
-0 To4hink. of onqmdut.wbnle coatinent, . with 30,000 .0t

Jp(l'_t_dmfst_beAthntlc, and fed fromi
hence, and incapable of being recruited after any defeat—This
a fally fo gres, that. labgusgt decs pat afford a. sane
< A cw R R
) A VT |
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. Our own -hiftory, as well &s ‘the {criptare, con-
. #rme Dr, Price’s objedlion taken from our negleft
of the religions :means: of fuccefs in - the prefent
.countefk It is well knawn to many, - that io the ci-
vil wars of the lifk age, & natiooal difregatd of the
.Lord’s day,.and the:avowed contempt of God’s
.ndme, which prevailed in .the king’&_{putyg:.d?di
-him_unfpeakable injury. For multitudes .of men
_who feared ‘Gad, feeing prophanenefs reign in. the
army of the royalifts, while religious duty was. {0
-Jemnly performed by the forces of-the parliament;
-and being unable to-enter iato the. political quef-
.tipns, wheace the quarrel arofe, judged of the canfe
-according to. religious appearances; - and - fided
-againft the king, merely becaufe:they fancied shac
-he fided againft God. Nor were there wanting men
of -the greatek candor and penctration, .-who
thought, that this was-one of the priacipal canfes:
of the overthrow of our church and flate ; Cront-
well- then availing himfelf of this sppearance,.
&s Dr. Price does moaw, to perfuade religious. peo-
ple, that he was fighting .the Lord’s battles, -and
that oppofing the king  and the bithops was only
oppofing tyranny and a prophane hiesarchy.. 10>
fhew how much our  waat of religious deceacy
‘coatributed towards the overthrow of our church:
and government in the lalt centary, I fhall prodace:
‘an other extra& from the Rew. Mr, Baxter's Narra-
tive of kis Jife and times. That candid divine and’
‘Judicious poliiician, after.mentioning the unhappy
differences ~ between thofe -who cooform_ to the:
“church of England, and thofe who do not, fays::
Page 32, &c. ¢ When they [the nonconfoemifts],
"¢ had been a while called by that name, [Puritan],
the vicious maltitude of the ungodly called alt
Puritans, that were ftri& and ferious, were-they
~ever fo'conformable: $o -that the fame name, in
a Bihop’s: mouth, fignificd & Nowconformiff; and
in aa ignorant 'drunkard’s or. {wearer’s mouth,
- fignified.a godly chrifiian.. But the people, being
the greater mumber, became amiosg ‘themfeives
X3 ‘malters:

“ a h.a

8 & ”.'
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-8 mafters of the feafe.~~The ignoiadt sabble hear-
.S ing thas the bifkops weére agginft the Parirans
;4 [mot baving wit to knéw whom they meant] were
¢ emboldened the more againft all thofe whom
¢ Tany called . Paritass thenifelves; their rage
. ¢ againft the god/y was encreafed; and they oried
:4 up the bithops. &c. becsofe they were agai
# the Parisans. = Thds the interefts of the Diocel-
-4 aas, sad of the prophane fort of people, were
¢ anbappily twilted.* ' o
"¢ As all she Nonconformifis were agaiaft the
. es,’ -[<0hia/s inierep avas clofely conseBad with
-#he king’s} ¢ fo others of the mott gosly people
-4 weré alicnated from the bifhops ; aule the
¢ maligoant fort were permitied to make refgions
& perfous their common foorn ;-—becaufe they faw
¢ fo many vicious inen 2momg the conformable
8 clergy s~bucanfe rafisg and praying, Sic. were
< fo firiétly looked after, that the bithop’s eourts
.¢ did make it moch more Fctilom. than commeon
4 fwearing :and drunkennefs proved to the vngod-
¢ ly je-becaufe the book, that was pablifhed for
# Recrsations onthe Lovd’s day, made them think,
¢-.that the biflops concarred with the prophane ;
«~beeasfe fo great a nomber of conformable mi+
sifters were fufpended or punifhed for pot reads
ing the Bosk of fpores ow Sundays, &e. and fo
many thoufand familles, and many worthy mi-
nifters, driven out of the land, &&.—all thefe,
upon my own koowledge, were the true caufes,
why fo great & number of thufe perfons, whe
* were counted moff refigioks, fell jn with the pare
¢ liament ; - infomugh that the generality of the
¢ fri@er fore .of -preachers joined with them.i—
§ Very fow of all that learned and pious fynod aé
s Weltarinfler webe Nowcooformifts before, dnd -
¢ yet wese for the purfiament ; fuppofing that the
© interoft of redipiin:lay on that fide,"—a ;
. ¢ Upoti my knowledge, many that wese not - wile
< enpugh. o undetftand. the cruth sbout whé caule
¢ of the king and parlisiréni, did yer 1o igio the
o Lot % parliament’s

‘M & ok 6k
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“:¢ pirliiment’s armies, or take their part, as fh'!e'P
-+ do togetler for eompany ; being moved by this
: %argument, ¢ Sure God will not fuffer almoft all
i % his moft religious fervants to err in fo great a
oo % matters 1f thefe thould perith, what will be-
i * come of religion #”——¢ But thefe were infuffi-
: ¢ cient grounds to go upon. And: abundance of
: 4 yhe ignorant fore of the country, who were ci-
-8 yil, did fiock in to the parlidment, and filled
-% up their armics afterwards, merely becaufe they
‘6 Beard men favsar for the cotaman prayers and
-® bithops, and heard others pray that were againit
-¢ thems und becgufe they heard the king’s fol-
% diers with hotrid oaths abufe the name of God,
- ¢ snd faw them live in debauchery; and the par.
¢ liament’s foldiers flock to fermons, talk of reli-
# gion, and pray and fing pfalms together' on
& their guards. All the fober mea, that | was ac.
4 quainted with, who were agaiaft the parliament,
- were wont to fays The kiog. has she betser
¢ cavsk, but the parliament has the detter MeN.
¢ And indeed this unhappy complication of the -
¢ intereft of pralacy and prophaneae(s,” and this
¢ oppolition of the intereft of prelacy to the tem-
4 per of the generality of the religions party, was
¢ the visisik GAUsk of the overthrow of the
‘s king, in the eye of all the underftanding world.”
. - Page 31. * Tho’ it muft be confeffed, that the
#: publis fafety, and liberty wrought very much
¢ with moft; efpecially the nobility and geatry,
¢ who adhered to the parliament: Yet was it
¢ privciransy the diferenees about refigivus
¢ matters; that filled up the parliameat’s armies,
¢ and put iato their foldiers the rrsorurton and
¢ varLoun, whillh cartied them on in' another
* shanner than mercenary foldiers are carried on,
* Not that the matter of Jifisps or my bifhops
' was the main thing; tho’ many called it /-
Jiesn ’px"ﬁ-pah.- For thewlands that withed for
. ' 8ifheps were on the parliament’s fide,
But the geurakty of the people {1 foy not
adl] who ulkd to talk of God and heaven,
¢ and
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and fcripture and bolivefs, and read books ef
devotion, and pray in their families, and fpernd
the Lord’s day in religious”exerciles, acd fpewk
againt fwearing, curfing, drunkennpefs, pro-
phanenefs, &c. I fay, the main body of this
fort of men adhered to the parliament. * And vn
. the other fide, the gentry that were not fo precie
and {tri@ againlt an path, or gaming, or plays, er
drinking ;. nor troubled themfelves fo much a.
bout God and the world to come ; and the mi-
 vilters and people that were for the king’s Book
$ Jor dancing and recreation on the Lord’s days 3 and
¢ bofe ghat made not fo great a matter of every fin
¢ but were glad to hear a fermon which lathed the
¢ Puritans, &c, the maip body of thefc were a-
¢ gaiutt the parliamept,” :
",.Page 44. * And here ] muft fepeat the camar
%. cause of the parliament’s firength,” and the
S kinG’s RULN : and that was, that the debauched
¢ rabble thro’ the land, emboldenéd by his gentry,
¢ snd fecopded by the common foldiers of his ar-.
¢ my, took all that were called Purirans for their
* enemics, . And, tho’ fome of'the king’s gentry
..and {uperior pfficers. were. fo civil, that they
s wonld;,qor.no}ggh,,thing; ret that was no feca~
-% .rity ta the country, while the multitude did what
- they lift. $o- thatif.any ope was noted for a
‘¢ fei@ preacher, or fur a man of a pious life, he
¢ was_plugdered d;,,abpfed,,'a'g\'d in d'apger‘ ot his
. * life.. And if 3. man did bp} pray in his family,
s or.were but heard 1o repeat a fermon, or fing a
.¢ -pfalm, .they cried out Rebely! Round-heads! and
% all their goods that were portable proved guiliy;
.% how innocent foever they were thémfelves. [
<8 foppofe: this.was kept from the kaoplidge of the
¢ king, ,and . perbaps of many fober Lords of the
. ¢ council ; for, few cou}d'come near them ; and it
-# is_ghe fate. of fuch, not to belicve wilof thofe
«% thagjhey thiok are . for them 5 nor goed ‘of thafe
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¢ that-they think are againf them, Bug, upon'my

-

+3 certain knowledge, this was it that filied “the ar~ -
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¢ mies and garrifons of the patliament with foder,’
¢ pins men, Thoufands had no mind to meddle
¢ with the wars, but greatly defired to live peace~
¢ ably at bomie, when the rage of foldiers and
¢. drankards’ would not let them. . Some ftayed tilt
¢ they-had been plundered, perhaps twize or thrice
¢ over,—but moft were : afraid of their lives, and
¢-{o they. fought refuge in the parliament’s garri<
¢ fons,~and were fain to take up arms and be fol~
¢ diers to get'bread.’ ‘ -
. Mr. Baxter’s account of Cromwell’s charaler
and of his religiens troop, is too remarkable not to
deferve a place in this extra&., P. g8, * No mere
¢ man was better and <wor/e fpoken of than he,*
[Cromwell] ¢ sccording as men’s interefts led their
¢ judgmenits: The foldiers and feQarics mott highly
s msniﬁcd bim, till he began to feck the-crown:
¢ And then there were fo maey that would be Asif~
¢ kings themfelves, that a king did feem intolerable
¢ .to them. . The Royalifts abhorred bim as a meft
¢ perfidious bypoesme; : atid - the ' Prefbyteriang
¢ thought bim. Ditle bester. If : after -fo mu'{
. .voﬂ:cu,' I may fpeak my opinios of him, 1 thin
til_t ‘baving been & prodigal in his youth,: and
akerwards changed 0 a zealons ‘»rdigiuz, he
meant honeftly in the main courfe of his lite, #/
profperity and fuccefs corsapted him, At his firit
¢ eatrance into the wars, being but a captain of
¢ horfe, he had fpecial care to get religicas meat
# imtb his troop. Thefé men were of greater une
‘¢ derftanding than common foldiers, and therefore
* weré more apprehenfive of the importance of the
¢ war; and_ making vot monsy, but,.that which
¢ . 2/ey took. for the public felicity; to be thair end;
¢ they were the more engaged to be valiant. For
¢ "he that makes money his end, efteetns his “1ife
¢ above bis pay, and therefore .is likely enough to
s fave it by flight whén. danger ‘comes. - But .he
& thac maketh the felicity of charck and ‘Aate bis
¢:end, eftcemeth’ it above ‘ his' life, and thereforé
¢ will the fodiier lay dowa his life ‘for is:—Tlhis
Syt She fooner &Y il ¢ Cromwell

el "
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¢ -Cromivell .nadeifiood; amd ohmé nowe’ wosdd: be
< fuch valiant men a3, the religions | conjeore’
¢ thar at his - fielt clin ing fuch;mkn iate dds toop,’
4 it was: chie véry ofteem. and lbve ofi ndigisus; men
4:thae principatly moved:Nim.- By shis miams:he
LY M bettér than he :e)(ﬂ&d» Thag assiop: did
4 prove: fo valiant, bhaty.as- far 8 b could seam,
¢. they ntver onte-ran awsy before an enamy; Hees
¢ upon he got a commifieon, and birought sitisg
¢ troop into a double regimcat of 'fougrern: foll
¢ thoopyy atid: alk thefe-as full of rifigans menias
¢ he-aodlth gess . Thofe: havimg mase: tham ordindryp
¢ wit a4 reiglatifin, kad :moeershansosdinary. tden
¢ odis. Widh theit-filcee(fes the hemnts betly of caps
¢ vafn add foidieds feeratly. rolb book in| pride ang
¢; ewgiechation ; afidithe famsliatity of muimy bone

¢ esropeaus - mem; Anebdpiiits,: Aetifomiasas;. dsc;
¢ begad withad quickly. @ corrape tintir judgmentss
¢ Herdupon Cranwel’s reiigins aeal: givetk .way
€. tonthe power. of ,that  irmbicidm, whick fillin<
¢ oraabech-adt his faccelos incrmafes; - Both gt and
anmbiton coiguirkd iw bdd coinitnancing alk thae
% Jvet:thopght kodipi - Peety: plendesh: for thed: as
< mmdfyh, and Adbitida {beoeftly cvellech him: what
¢ ufd he might make of thed. HHe¢ meanerh Well
¥ in all this as the begioming; and thioketl: that
¢ be-dees. all-for the- fafoty--of the godhy; amd ohe
* .public good; but not whhout an' eye %0 hims
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. WING Midrian Favidg RidTo dood &4 opper@niy of kiowing
(hemwell = -judicous: My - Baxten,. who: 'waei - wcd

qudinted with' him, and ferved in-his army.as chaplain; fomie of
my veaders will be.glad to fee what he farther fays of that extrae
ordinary man, S YRR o
¢ Wier Tdcceffis trad ‘ brodeer’ dowh “alF corilfdraid ﬂ:p%ﬁdon‘,
€3¢ Fllomwéll] " Wak - fnidhie face of thé fiéngeft téhptividns
+ Whish Sorlgaed Jrin! whiew he had! camubred osheas iHE
- . thieyght: thaz he had hitherto done well } that nane bug God, had
¢ mace bimy great; that if the war was lawful, the wictary yas
$ Javigul 3'3»'; if 1t was 1wtul tofight “agalift the King ahd con~
P S . qver
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‘From this extrn& it appears, “that Cromwell,
like Dr. Price, rode the great horfe Religion, as
welt-as e great hoife Lrderry; and that the beft
way to couiter-work the enthufiafm of patriotic
religieditts, {s°to do conflitutlenal Literty and ferip-
tural Religide PuLL pusTice; by ‘defending the
former ugeindt the attacks 6f defpotie monarchs an
the right’hend, and dejpotic mobs -on'the left; and
by preferving the Jatter 'from the-eppofite onfets of
prophame énfidels-on the lefthand, and enthufaftical
religiom)is.on the right. 1 humély kope, that our
governérs wifl always {o 2vetd one excreme, as not
to runinto-the other ; and that, at this time, they
witl fo guard againft the very-appearanees of irre.
ligion and immorality, as to leave Dr. Price; fo far

: as

* quer him, it was lawful to vfe him as a conquered enemy; and
¢ that it weuld be a foolifh thing to truft him, when they had fo
* proyaked him. - Hereupon he joined with that party .in the par-
liam who.were for cutting off the kigg, and raifed with
" them the independentsand feftaries in the army, city, and coun-
' try, to make a faction. Accordingly he modelled the army,
difbanded the- forces which were-like to have hindered his defigp,
* pulled down :the prefbyterian:majority in .parliament—and then
".the, parf'ament; being the move -eally perfoaded ithat all shis.
was lawful, becaufe he-had a fecret.eye to his ewn exaleation 3
" thinking that when the king was gone, a gavernment these
" muft be, and that no man was fo fit for it as himfelf.—Havjpg’
thus forced his confeience to juftify al his caufe, he thinketh
: that the end being.gopd and neceffary, the neceffary means can-
not be bad.  And accordingly, he giveth his interet leave to
tell him, how far promifes and.vows .(hall ke kept or broken,—

Hence he thought fecrecy a virtue, diffimulation no.vice, anda .

lie, or perfdionfnefs tolerable in cafe of neceffity.—His name*
¢ ftandeth as’a monitory menument fo pofterity, to tell th‘em%tge-
:Enfiapslity . of man in. Brong tenptations ;—~what grear fuccefs-
-can do-toift up the mind j—what pride cpn:do-ta.makee min.
JYip s—wh?‘%‘/bﬂeﬁ san do to hribe the conirience, - cormapt
thé judgment, and make men juftify the greateft fins ;-—apd -
what bldodfhed and gieat enoriities a deuded judgment '
draw tman into,’~+Hence it appears, candid. Mr. Baxter be.'
eved, : that Cromwsll wes pnse. 3 good and pious man, who fell
som Giod & fear ta complicyed wickednels, o’ the exteral
liprements oF fuczefs and ambition, and thro’ thé internal fnare
§ santinomianifire -
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as in them lies, no room to injure our caufe by ar.
gumcnn taken from our want of devotion and of &
ri& regard to found morals, What we owe to
‘God, to ourfelves, and to the Colonies, calls upon
_us t0 remove whatever may give any juft offence
to thofe who feck occafion to refle&t upon us. The
Colonifts narrowly watch us: Let their keen in-
{pection make us diligently watch ourfelves. ,
. Let us efpecially take care neither to embezzle,
nor mifapply the national income: But, as faith-
ful guardians and flewards of the money raifed for
the necefflary expences of the government, let os
[as many as are entrufted with the colleQing or
_expending of that confecrated treafure] thew ous-
{felves difinterefted, thrifty, and iovariably juoft.
. Nothing can render our do@iine of taxation odious
to confcientious people, but a needlefs rigor in the
-colle&ing; and a wanton profufion in the fpending
.of the public revenue. { know that anecafy men,
intent upon fedition and revolt, are apt to fay
whatever can palliate their crime, The leaft mif-
demeanor of individuals, let it be ever fo much
hid from, or difapproved of by our governors,
“will always appear to fuch men a fufficient reafoa
" to pour floods of reproach upon the adminiftration,
_Thus, if we may depend upon the Sr. Fames Chro-
nicle, ** Dr. Franklin, a member of the American
Congrefs,” infinaates, that *¢ the government is
¢ made deteitable by governors, who when they
¢ have crammed their coffers, and made them-
. ¢¢ felves fo odious to the people, that they can no
¢ longer remain among them with fafety to their
- ¢¢ perfons, are tecallcg and rewarded with pene
¢ fions :—That the produce of the taxes is net
¢« applied to the defence of the provinces, amd
¢ the better fupport of government ; but beftow-
¢ ed where it is not neceflary, in augmenting fa-
“$¢ laries, or penfions :—And that a boasd of offi-
~#¢ cers compofed of the moft indifcreet, ilibred,
.¢¢ and infolent men that can be found, live in
. ¢ open, grating luxury upon the fwéat and bf:ao:{

N
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“.of the induftrious, whom they worry with
. groundlefs and expenfive profecutions, befors
‘¢ arbitrary revenue-judges.”’-—I hope, for the ho-
asour of the adminiftration, that prejudice guided
Dr. Franklin’s pen, when it'dropped thefe invidi-
>us hints, Should ‘we have given him any juf
ground for fuch’ fevere infinuations, it ‘becomes vs
‘0 remove it with all fpeed ; fetting our feal to the
noble maxim, which'lg:. Price advances after Lord
Chatham ; Re@itude is dignity.” Opprefion only is
weanne/s-; and juffice, homour. - : "
Righteoufnefs exalterh a nation, Tays the wife man,
But ;n is a reproach to any pegple, and may prove
the ruin ‘of the moft powerful empire. Violence
srought on the deluge. Luxury overthrew Sodom.
Cruel ufage of the Ifraclites defiroyed Egypt.
Complete wickednefs caufed the extirpation of the
Canaanites. Imperiovfne’s, and an abufe of 'the
power of taxation, rert ten tribes from ‘the kingw
dom of Judah. Pride funk Babylon. Nineveh
and Jerufalem, by timely repentance, once rever-
fed their awful doom ; but, rcturning to their . fore
mer fns, they fhared at lalt the fate ofg all the flates,
which have filled up the meafure of their imiquities,
And have we taken fo few ftrides towards that aw-
ful period; as to tender national repentance need-
lefs in this day of trouble ? By fomearing conten--
tions and wars among the natives of Africa, ia
order to buy the pritoners whom they take from
each other; have not fome of our countrymen
turned Africa into a field of blood? . Do not the
fighs of myriads of innocent negroes unjuftly
tranfported from their native country to the Britith
dominions, call night and day for vengeance upon
us; whilft their groans vpbraid the bypocritical
friends of liberty, who buy, and fell, and whip
their fellow men as if they were brotes ; and abe
furdly complain that rhey are enflaved, when it'is
they themfelves, who deal in the Liberties and boe
dies of men, as graziers do in theliberues and
bodics of oxen ¢ A
R e Ard
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And is what I'beg leave to cdll ‘6or:Nabdb-trade
in the Paff, more confiftent with 'hutnanity, shan
our flave 1rude in the Sowrh and P37 Whotan
tell how many myrizds of men have been tut off
in the Eaft Indies by famine or wars, which frad
tteir rife from the -ambition, covetoufnefs, and
ctuelty of fome of our coontrymen? ‘And if ne
vindictive notice hasbeen taken of thefe barbarows
3nd bloady fcenes, has not the nation made theth
In fome degree her own ? -And does-net that ‘in-
nocent .bload, the price ‘of which ‘has ‘been -fm
rted with impunity, and mow circulates thro®
‘the kingdom to feed our luxury—does not all thiat
‘blood, % fay, fpeak ‘louder for vengeance againk
‘us, than the blood of Abel did againft his'murder-
‘ons brother? — ¢¢ The joftice of the mation, ‘f59s
“Dr. Price, has ‘flept over thefe enormities, ‘W1l
‘the juflice of heaven fleep”—No : but it fill pa.
“tlently ‘wdits for ‘our réformation ; nor ‘will it, (I
“hope, wait in vain: But.if it does, the fofpended
‘blow willin the end defcend with redoabled force,
“and Rrike us with aggravated ruin. For ‘God will
‘be avenged oh il impenitent nations: te'has ote
“rale for them and for individvals : Exceps they re-
_pent, fays Chrift hioifelf, they jhall all likeavlfe
perifh. » :
# Let our -dewotion ‘be improved by the Americin
‘gontroverfy, - as well ‘as our morals, Iiftéad of
8¢ fegffing at religion,” as Dr. -Price fays we do, let
us honour the picty of the Colonifts. So far'at
Teaft, ‘as their religious profeflions are confiftent,
‘fincere, dnd - feriptural, let them provoke us to a
"rational concern for the glory of God, and oure-
. ternal intéreflts, Were we to contend with our Anie-
“gican Colonies for fapremacy in' virTUE and pEvo-
710¥, how noble would be the ftrife | How worthy
-of a protéftant-kingdom, and a mother-tountry!
. And does not political wifdom, as well as brotherly
" Jove, require us to do fomething in ofder to root
up their inveterate prejudices againft us and eur
- ¢hurgh? Have we forgotten that maoy of “the firit
' - -Coloaitts
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Colonifts.crafled the Atlantic for confcience’ fake 5
‘eeking in the woeds of America, fame, a thelter
1gaint aur onee-perfecuting hicrarchy ; and athers,
1 refuge from our epidemical prophanenc(s?  And
Joea nat their offspring look upon us in the fame
odions light, in which Dr. Price places us? Do
they not abhor or defpife us, as impious, immaral
men, * enervated. by luxury ;”---men,. with whom
it- is dangerous to. be conneQed, and who *‘ m
¢ expel calamitics, that fball recover to refleflion”
[perhaps. 12 DEVQTION]. ** Libertings and Atheifts”
thamfelves ? - ‘

And is it only for God’s fake, for the fake
of our own fouls, and far the fake of the Coloniits,.
that we fhould look to our condu& and chriftian

rofeflion? Are there not myltitudes of rath ree
figioniﬂs. in the kingdom, who fappofe thag ajl the
praying people.in England are for the Americansy
and who warmly, efpoufe their part, merely begaufe
they are told, that the Colonilts ‘¢ faf and pray,’’
while ““ave forget every rhing, ferious and decent,”
and' becaufe prejudiced’ teachers confidently afk,.
with Dr. Piice, * Which fide is providence likely to
fevour 7 Would to God all our legiflators felt,
the weight of this objection, which can as eafily
miflead moral and religious people in the prefent
age, as itdidin the Jait! Would to God they ex-
erted themfelves in fuch a manner, that all unpre-
judiced men might fee, the king and pariiament’
have ¢ the better men,” as well as ¢¢ the better.
caufe!” Would to God, that by timely reforma-
tion, and folemn addrefes to the throne of grace,.
we might convince Dr. Price and all the Ameri-
cans, that ia fubmitting to the Britith legiflature,
they will pot fubmit to libertinifm and atheifin ;
but to a venerable body: of virtuous and gedly fe-
nators, who koow that the firft care of God’s re~
prefentatives on earth—the principal ftudy of poli-
tical gods, fhould be to promote Gop’s fear, by
fetting 3. good example :‘cfore the people commit.

3 ted:
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“#ed to their charge, and by fleadily enforcing the
obfervance of the moral law ! C
- I need not tell you, Sir, what effe& this would
have upon our pious American brethren. Youw
feel it in your own breaft. The bare idea of fuch
a reformation feftens your prejudices. Were it to-
take place, it would overcome Dr. Price himfelf. .
Pious joy would fet him upon writing as warmly for-
the government, as lie has done agatnft it ;. and in
the midft of his deep repentance for the dangerous.
errors he has publithed, he would_have the confo-
Jation to think, that. one of his odfrwations has.
done more good, than all his fophifms have done
mifchief. 'Tthefe, Sir, are fome of the refle@ions,.
which Dr. Price’s relsgious argument has drawa
from my pen, and which I doubt not bat fome of’
our Governors have already made by the help of
that wif{dom, which prompts them to improve cur
former calamities, and to ftudy what may promote:
qur happinefs in church and ftate. o

If m,__ &g,

[« .
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LETTER WV

Rev. Siry

N HRISTI ANS are, in a fpecial manner, debe~

ors to all mankind.. I owe love to all my fel- -
low-fubjeéts, as well as loyalty to the kiag, and:
duty to the parliament: And my love to our Ame-
rican Colonies, as well as my regard for equity, -
obliges me to fay what can reafonably be faid on™
their bebalf ; that prejudice, on both fides, may -
give place to chrittian forbearance and conciliatory -
kindnefs. .

I hope, Sir, you are, by this time, convinced :
that the American revolt is abfolutely unjuftifiable; .
and that the king and parliament have an indubi-
table right proportionably to tax the Coloniits, as -
well as the Eaglith ; altho’ the Colonifts are not
direftly and adequately .repref:ated in parliament, .
any.more than multitudes of : Britons who live -
abroad, and millions who refide in Great Britain,
And pow, Sir, I candidly allow, that, altho’ the -
Coloniits cannot without abfurdity infit on an eguaf
reprefentation, yet they may humbly requeit to be -
particularly reprefented in the Britith legiflature:
And that, altho’ i€ juftice does not oblige Great -
Britain to grant. them fuch a requeft; yet parental :
wifdom, and brotherly condefcenfion, require her
to grant fHmething to the notion, that a dire? re-
prefentation in parliament is infeparably conneied :
with civil libesty, This notion, I confefs, is irra-
tional, unfcriptural, and vnconfitutional: But ic

L3 ins
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32 a prevailing notion ; and if we Jook:at it in one
int of view, it feems to wear the badge of Briti/h
El:lerty,,nd therefore has fome chim t9 the.indule
of Britens .
Permit me to illuftrate my meaning by a fcriptue
ral fimile. Thro’ a firong national prejudice, the-
Jews who had embraced chriftiasity fancied, that
no man could be a true.chriflian wjthout being
circumcifed : And ibey fupported. their aflertion
by God’s pofitive command- to the Father of . the
_faithful,---a command this, which Chrift had not:
exprefsly repealed, and to which he snd his:difci.
ples had religioufly fubmitted. The apofties faw
that the clirifttanized Jews were under s capital-
" miftalee. Neverthelefs [in condefcenfion-to'Auvman.
weakaefs and national prejadicc| thiey: allowed:
them to circumcife their children; sod Paul hime
felf, tho’ he detefted their. erron, yielded to them,
fo far as to havé bix convert Timothy: circumcifed:
‘E grant that a dire and- adeguaie reprefentation ia.
parligment is ne more effential to Britith liberty;
than circumcifion to true chriftianity. But, as the
governory of the chriftian church mude fome con.
_ceflions to. Jewith weaknefs; might nos aifo the
governors of the Britifh empire make fome to Aines
rican prejudice; efpecially confidesing, that it wilt
be as difficalt for them peaceably to rule the Amet
sicans without fuch an a& of condefeenfion; as it
waould have been for the apoftles to govern the Jews,
without the above- mentioned complaifance & :
_ Befides, inn fome cafes, conltitutionsal and ancons.
flitutional taxation may border fo nearty upon eack
other, that the moft judicious politicians will be as
much at a lofs to draw the line between tho. ap
the moft killful painter wousld be to dtaw the line
between the primitive colours of the raisbow. This
Bordering of a' faint conftitutional privilege, upern
&n unconftitutional, abfolute wank of privilege, hag
deceived the Colonifts. As 2 man, who is' paffios
nately fond of flaming crimfon, takes a faint red tq
Be no e av all; they haye propernsed that. to-be
)
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we roprefentation, which: is:an indiye@ reprefentes
tion difcernible to all bat the prejudiced. [a theip
patriatic' frigite thiey lrave fanciod that the fhip of
tonflitutional libersy Rucle on. a rock, becawle it
lid not carry fo many fails: as they imagined it
Mhould.- You compare their- miftake to that of
impaient: {ufpicious paffonpers, who, when thep
kave ald thvir fortons with thens. om board: a (hip,
ire apt to think, that the does not move ac all, bes
:aufe her motion is not fo rapid as they could wifh ;
and becaufe their anxioos fears tura-every fail they
fee, into a- privateer in: chafe of their property.
Their error deferves then compaffion, as well as
slame; and will ‘sppear éxcufable to thofe wha
tnow the immenfe value of Jiderty. . o
Our lawgivers, who are peculfarly acquainted
vith the worth of this jewel, can above all med. pat
1 favonrable conftru®ion upon the panick of a peos
>le afraid of being enflaved. Depending therefore
- their candefeenfion, I fhall prefume to afk, iff
1ow, that the goverament has plainly aflerted, and
sowerfally fapperted the juf claims of Great Brie
ain, it might not fafely relax a little the reins of
rathority, and kindly condefcend to the fears of
he Colodifts. And fhoold the Americans fhewm
hemfelves: ja in indemnifying our injured mers
‘hants, pewitent in laying dowa their arms, and
oyal in acknowledging the right, that Great Bri«
ain has to expect proportionabie tases from them 2
dight not the king and par'iament fhew themfelves
ind, in granting them the privilege of a fpecial res
srefentation iw the Britifh legiflature ; or in paffing
0 afd of [ecurity, 10 fix jult Bovnds tethe power of
rarliamentary taxation with refpe@ to the Ameria
ans ;=~t0 promife the Golonies, that a proper ale
owance fhall always be made chem. for the fuperior
ommercial privileges of Great Britain ;~to-afcers
ain, in an-equitable manner, the quantum of thay
1lowance ;—and to remove: their dread of being dif-
roportionably taxed, by the moft flemn ajiuran-
185, that. their taxes. thall always rife or fall in exa&
. pro-
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ptoportion to our’ own, according to the ‘plan-aid
down in p. 51?2 . o o
" I would not carry matters fo far as to fay-with
the poet, Summaum jus fumma injuria t+ ; but might
I not obferve that.parental love, brotherly kind-
nefs, aad Britith equity reqaire, that fome coande-
fcenfion be fhewn to the Colonifts? Should not

Britith legiflators thew themfelves gods, by imitatiog

the Gobp of gods,

Who conquers all, beneath, above,
Devils with force; and men with love 7°

- Whilft the Atlantic foams under the weight of:
the tranfports, which carry the troops fent over tp -

fabdue the revolted provinces, might not Jowe fuf-

pend the deftrultive ftroke,  and conquer them-

without farther effufion of blood? Is their hard-
nefs abfolutely defperate? " Whilft the fight of a
force fo fuperior to that, which quelled them ag
Bunker’s Hill, works upon their prudence; and
whilit fcriptural expoftulations enlighten their con-
fciences ; might not fome gracious and timely con-
ceflions work upon their gratitude, excite their ad-
miration,. and regain their coafidence? O. thag
you, Sir, and [ could imitate thofe courageous wos
men, who, when the Romaas their hufbands, and
the Sabines their brothers, were going to engage,
ruthed between the two armies, and fo wrought
upon them by tender expoflulations, that the fierce
" antagonifls, inftead of plungiog their fwords inzo
each others’ breafts, fell upon each others’ necks,
and turned the feld of darela into a field of reconcie
. diation ! _If arn heathen courntry faw the delightful

fcene, mi:htoot a chritian land behold it alfo p—

The pleafing thougbt tranfports my mind:—My
jmagination warmed by the fond hope carries me
beyoand myfelf :—Mechinks I rufh btgween the pare

. liament®

4 Righs carried'to the beight, is the beight of injuficen
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jament and the Congrefs, and after having pleaded
he fovereign’s caufe before the patriots, I plead
‘hat of the patriots before the fovereign. Fancying
myfelf at the foot of the throne, and feeing the
King raifed on high above all'the Britith Jawgivers,
»n my bended knees, from the duff, with tremb-
ing awes I prefent my bold, mediatorial plea.

O King, live and reign in righteoufnefs. for
:ver | And ye, his Patrician:and § Plebeian fenators,
1elp bim long to, fway the fceptre with chriftian
zentlenefs and Britith fortitude! As: his faithful
ffeflors, and:partakers with him-of the legiflative
sower, firmly fupport on his royal head the ponde-
‘ous crown, which gives him the dominion over:
‘he Britith iflands, half of the weftern world, and
he whole aqueous globe !—One of your adopted.
[ubjefts, warmed: with gratitude for the religious
and civil liberty, which he enjoys under your mild:
rovernment ;. and' deeply concerned for your glory
ind:the profperity. of your-dominions, intrudes into

. your

1 There is a fymmetrical excellence in the Britith conftitution,
which efcapes the attention of many Britons. I bave obferved,
hat the capital bufinefs.of the parliament is to keep the balance
wven between the king and the people; that neither oppreflive
lefpotifm, [or the tyranny of one,} nor mobbing anarchy, [or
he tyranny of many,] may prevail. 1 now add, that the two
\oufes of parliament are two m:diatorial courts between the king
«nd the peaple. The houfe of commans is compofed of ienators
hofen by the people ta be a check upon the king and his nobles ;
nd the houfe of /ords is compofed of fenators chofen by the-kings
o be a check upon the people and their reprefentatives, Hence it
ppears, that the houfe-of lords is peculiasly bound to maintain-
he prerogatives of the crown, againft the encroachments of mobs
.nd mobbing patriots ; and that it is the peculiar duty of the houfe

f commons to maiatain the privileges of the people, againft the -

ncroachments of defpots and defpotic minifters, In the laft cen-
ury the lords failing in their duty, the balance was broken's The
ommons prevailed ; and the confequence was what might natus
ally be expe@ted : The houle of lords was fet afide, the king be-
readed, and the conﬁimg:m o‘rfedx'tlm:’\cevcx:‘.l n;'h‘i‘:cr:;);;kable ;venz
hould teach ourfenators the wifdom iarly to a faithe
wl difkharge of, their high officé, ’
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your awful-prefence to-iotercede far his.guilty brea
thren. If the Kinc of kings, and Lorp of lords,
vouchfafes to receive his fervent addreflis to the
throne of grace for you; do oot reje@, O ye gods,
his humble addrefs for your American Colonies.. -
. Itiv not my defign to extenuate theircrime. An
ingenuous confefion becomes 2 proftrate fupplicant,
~—They have finned againft heaven and againfl you.
—They bave piepoiteroufly charged you with rob-
bﬂi, when it was they them{elves who robbed * God,
by keeping from his palitical reprefentatives, the
reafonable and legal taxes due to the fupreme power ;
—to a creative and prote@ive power that gave them
birth, and raifed them from a ftate of infant-weak-
vefs and want, to youthful vigor and growing opu-
lence. Their crime is complicate: They have
openly encoaraged the lawlefs mobs, which tramp-
led upon your authority, and deftroyed the property
of your loyal fubje@s :—They haee obftinately pro-
te¢ted felony and fedition :—~They bave audaci-
oufly hindered the couife of juftice:—Their Con-
grefs has met to oppofe your claim of taxation in
the. capital of that very province, by the. exprefs
serms of whofe caarTER they are folemnly bound
to pay you taxes.-~They have armed by fea and:land
to" cut off your forces:—And; not fatisfed with
afferting their affumed fupremacy over the revoited
provinces, they have aimed at making conguefls;
~They have compleated theiz guilt by a darieg
sttempt to annex your immenfe province of Caage
da, to the empire they have newly fet up.—Awnd
naow, what can [ fay in their behalf ?—My graod

’ plea,

* T would not dare to ufe fach an exprefon, if' the feriptare-
did not bear me out, The Lord, fpeaking by the prophet Malidn,
fays, Will a man o8 Gop » Yt ye bave RORBXD MX. Bt
:c , Whertin bave we RoBBED THEX I T1THES, Mal,.
iii. 8.—1 infer.from this antwer, that if Gop accounts himfelf
robbed, when tithes ave detained from K18 prigfly ; hie.does 6 much
more, when reafonable and legal saxes are detained from fuereigns,.
R1s primary reprefentatives, wham he calls nis ancinted, and’
whom he allows the title of gads
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tea, O-ye infulted powers, is tzken from -yoor
clves. Asyour majefly is, fois your mercy.---Yeare
alled cAriffiians by the name of the mild Potentate,
7hointerceded for his mobbing murderers. 'When
hey -poared ‘floods of contempt upon his royal
«ad ;---when theypierced his temples with thorns,
is hands with nails, his'heart with farcafms ;--and
vhen they prepured topierce Lis fide with a fpear;
ven ‘then, Ee not only ‘forgave them-himfelf, but
urned their excufer and faid, Father, ive them,
or they ‘hmonv wot avhat they do. "T'he divine plea
revailed. ‘Ic obtained an evangelical proclama-
ionof pardon on'the meft condefcending terms.
Vhere fin had abounded, there grace did muck mors
1bound, 'Where rebellion bad fet up-her bloody
»anmer, there ‘mercy ‘gloried to ere& her fuperior
tandard.  Jerufalem, ungrateful, :hypocritical, re-
rellious Jerafalem ;—Jerofalem, guilty of the mut-
terof the King of kings;—jerufalem, the ftillsre.
rellious and unrelenting city, was fr# blefled with
he-news of a free pardon ;-andthoofands of relenting
ebels fubmitted to the terms of the gracious-procia-
nation. By this unexpetted effort of merey, the'Lord
f glory fubjugated thofe_ftiff religionifts. Pardon-
ng love effe@ually .conquered their ftebbornmefs 5
ind a notion of toyal {ubjets awas born in & day.
‘And might ye @ot, O ye chriftian Rulers, inti-
ate the Lord of glory-without proftituting your dig-
ity P—Dire&ted by ‘the example of oor meek ‘Re-
leemer, might. not thy ‘mercy, ‘O'King, iffue our a
»roclamation of pardon, upon fuch terms as-might
-aifethe aflonihiment of -an Adams and a Wafking--
on? 'Are Lec and Hancock fiercer againkt thee,
‘han'Sau! of Tarfus was againft his Savieur? Have
‘hey breathed but more threatenings and flaughter
han that enthufiatic zealot, who, not fatisfied with
ris perfonal contempt of the Lord of lords, come.
»elled others to bla{pheme him, ‘and perfecuted to
ieath thofe who would not? Neverthelefs, when
re fell to the ground, mercy raifed bhim uvp, mot
>nly 1o the dignity of a chriflian, - but to that of-an
. . ‘ Apoftie s
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Apople: And the fervice which he did the church
in that high office, far exceeded the injury he had
donce her by his bloody enthufiafm. Could ye no
D ye chriftian Legiflators, try the fame fuccefsfi
method with your American fubje@s? [f Mercy alome
would make them infolent; and if Power alome
would make them defperate; could not power and
mercy combined by your wifdom, effettually dif--
arm them, and for ever attach them to your feady
and mild governmeat ? _ _
Nor will you by this means overcome the Ame-.
ricans alone. Yoa will alfo difarm the minority
of your refpe&table body, and their numerous par-
tifans in the kingdom. When we are wrongfull
accufed of intending things we never thooght of,
.does not prudence call upon us to remove the very
appearances, by which the charge fam; fupport-
ed? And how can thefe appearances be fully re
moved in the prefent cafe, otherwife than by
granting your Xmericm fubjes the privilege of
Jome dire@ reprefentation, together with fome fecu-
rity, that the taxes laid upon them thall always
bear an equitable proportion to the taxes laid up-
on your Britith fubjeéts ? -
Might I not alfo prefume to afk, if -all the grie-
vances they complain of are imaginary, and if no
‘meedlefs provoecation has been given them by fome
of our countrymen, and RO fecret encouragement by
others? Befides, are ye not divided among your
felves? And if ye have taught them the unbappy
art of rifing againft you, by rifing againft each
_ other, (houfd ye not pity them? And fhould ye
‘not bear a Jiztle with their turbulency, fince you
" are obliged to bear fo muck from thofe of your own
. body, who openly coantenance their rafh patriot-
ifm2 . :
Agafin: If ye are the political Parents of the
Colonifts, are they not entitled to pareatal indul-
gence from you? My Lord the King is as an an-
gel of Gudy to dilern good and bad : He koows,
-and ye, his legiflative affeflors, know, that politi~
cal, ‘as well as religious enthufia/m is a fever of 't‘hde
: mind,
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mind, which throws thofe who are attacked with.
it into a temporary delirium ; .and that, in the pa-
roxyfm, heated religionifts and patriote, like deli-
rious people, fay and do a thoufand things, of
which they are athamed when they come to them- -
felves again. If your own children were dange-
roufly i1l and light headed, would ye not treat
them with an ingolgence {uitable to their deplora-
ble cafe? And would not natural affe@ion concur
with reafon, to make you overloek the petulance
and wildnefs of their behaviour 2 Ye will extend.
‘your mercy to your American fubje&ts with double
readinefs, - if ye confider, that they are not all
sui!ty. A few warm men among them opened the
ood-gates of patriotic licentioufnefs : And whil#t
the fierce and roaring torrent frightened myriads
into a semporary compliance to revolt; it carried
away myriads more, before they knew what they.
were about: Nor have they perhaps had it yet in.
their power to recolle&t themfelves, Vouchfafe
then to thew yourfelves their sender phyficians, as
well as their induigent Parents; nor heal their mo-
ral fever by burning corrofives, fo long as there is.
the leaft profpe& of doing it by cooling applica~
tions, If chriftianity commands us to reflore in the.
Jpirit of mecknefs. thofe that are fallen, to0 become
aveak to the aeak, yea, to become all things to all
men, that by all means we may gain and fave fome ;
be abundantly condefcending- to your American
ople, that you may /awe thoufands of precious
ives, prevent the devaftation of your own doe
minions, and difappoint your enemies, who flatter
themfelves, that when Great Britain and her Co-
lonies fhall have exhaufted their ftrengthin a
deftrultive war, the Britith empire, or fome part’
of it, will beccme an eafy prey to their greedy
and watchfuol ambition. :

Bat I peculiarly addrefs thee, Thou majeflic
Head and executive Hand of the legiflative power,
By thy fteadinefs thon baft fhewn thyfelf a King
worthy of commanding a.people, who difplay li.
ons in -their flandards. And now like Mefah the

M Prince,
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Brineej like:the: genesave Lion: of the tpibe. of Fa~
date, woushfabe to: Baw tiyfblf che Primenof peects.
Lt alli die enrsh koaw,, that thas: art a.reprafentar
tive of the: Gan: of @/l grecy. and. of vus Lams.
that- tekuth.aovay ths fm of the woerldy. Ts. nog the
right of. fhewing marcy to.the condemned, the no.-
hieitof all thy voyal.presogasives,. and. the bri
<l jewel ofithy impenalarewni: Ohil les that.jeswel:
dhior in; this. clondy day,. and, it will: refle&- the:
light-of the - fum of rightcasine/s acrofs:the. Atlantic,,
o &gl pandon, sceompsnicd byt pract of
of & 0, agcsompavied by the grant.
& direk reprefentation; sed: of 8 focarity for the:
lequitshle: ponpartion,. which: their. taxes; fhall, ajw
avays. boar-ta onrs ;=—{nch & praclamation,, I fay,,
onfarcad by, the found. of: thy trempets,, the-roar of.
thycannans,. the:fight of thy feess, and the terron
of thy armies, will: (hese that thom art. eminengip
qualified t0.reign:aves: & brave aod frop: people.
‘Thou. mayeft thus. be merciful. without, weaknefs.
ALse:and 2 i afbingeon are refnloto encagh to ftand,
for a time the. of thy forces.: An.Addams apd,
an Hascock ame.obftinate.cnqogh to-bury themfelven
in the ruins. of their:conntry : Bas; . refolate asd:
abflinate a3 they:aze, thy msrey confonnds—thise:
- indnigence difarms-themiv—The paroxyim is owers.
‘meCandor and. layalty setyza togethes,~The fgry-
:::u come. hack. to. faber hgmifnra']:‘l and tl:
. patriots, ta trme patriotifm.~Thy royal!
‘mercy. has: melted. them. intar m;uv-wm ﬂuo;v
fix. their -weeping. eyes.to the gro with,
mmion: thy‘;g'e them up: to. heares.—They-
-claim-the henaur of. bringing in pesfon the refitue-
tion.money. thoa infiftel upos for thy isjured fbe.
je@s.~They. hate to.throw. themfclves at.the. fent.
of .a.Sovereign,. who .knows how:to. prote&t, cane-
quer, and pardon.—My imagination. fecs them.
crofs the Atlantic :~They enter yous gases :—They
shrow American {words-at your feer.:—They.afla
pardon for thembelves, and the.guilty people they
seprefens i—-They kifs the royal. hand. which b;z
. aver
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averted fheir impending ruin, andepour -out their

. graveful fools in ?ﬁ:cnb \?/En&h ) dlni:l.,o : :
© o ¢ Marcwrur snd Great King, and Ye, His le-
it ative afleflors, permrit ws o ditinguith ourfelves
- By our peniventizl sevarn, @ we once did by oer
rath revolt. With feelings propertiomable 10 the
fenfe we have of our guilt, of the king’s mercy,
and the parliament’s condefcenfion, we lament our
mifapprebenfions ; and deploring the bleodthed
which they kave canfed, we acknowledge that we
owe you the reafomable taxes due ro the fupreare,
‘proteSing ‘power by the .confentof @l civilized wa-
‘gions, and by the exprefs command of God ;-and
- fince you wondefcend to grant wus the ‘privilege of 2
frare m your logiflstare, we will mot-onty religioufly
$ot ‘chearfully pay vhem for the time 20 come, In
“-the moan while We refond at your fret fums equiva-
“lent ito the posds, which our rath citizoms buried
2n the fed ; und -we own it is juft, that we dhould, -
in due propartion, help w discharge she natioml
debt, which has been in part tontrafted for our
prote&ien, amd wihich cor ushagpy sevelt has of
late fo greatly increafed. Made wifer by our mis.
dortures, and ranght both to revere and love oar
- mother-counay, we thall, at every proper opporte-
- aity, ¢xprefs our grawful fenfe of ber parcetal re-
gard. We are indeed feparated by the Atlantic
- ocean, which we lately looked upon as a bounda-
- 5y %o your dominions, a valt moat to keep ms
- afander, and a watery rampart to defend onr € wie
* tinent ugainft your imcurfions: But now oor views.
.afe changed, and we confider that wide fea as a -
- magnificent channel, which divine providence
- feeras to have rup:red to facilitaze our friendly
- and commercial intercourfe ;——to0 enrich oor. ref-
~ pe&iwe countries wivh the treafures of the old and
" pew waorld ;«-to malee us live in 2 conftant exer-
cife of the art-of navigation, — aad enable us,
by this means, powerfully to fapport the Britith
--clsims 10 the empire -of tire fea.—Such are the
- pleafing choaghes we h&vz-‘of our.happy Wﬁ. 3
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May they appear equally delightful to all who with
. well to the Britith empire! And may the poifon-
ous breath of difcord, more dangerous than ali the
florms of the Atlantic, never break the fweet calm,
which royal mercy and parliamentary condefcen~
fion have reflored to our diftraed provinces !”

¢ Taxs UP your fwords, ye brave, tho® rafh:
atriots, replies the Sneakzr. Your conrage and
ove of liberty eatitle you to the honour of receiv-
ing them again, on condition that you beat them.
ioto plowthares, or ufe them only azainft our com-
-mon cnemies. It is the fir2—fee that it be the
“Jajt time, they are fained with Britith blood, and
lifted up againft the brealt that gave you fuck.
-And as the world fees the political and military
leaders of the Colonies at the foot of the Throne,
.and of a Britifh fenate ; the world fhall fee, that
sbe king and parliament can not only. :

Parcere fubjedis, et debellare fuperbos,

- but that they know how to conquer tlie generoas
friends of liberty by generons aéls of condefcend-
ing love, Rife, ye miftaken fons of lLiberty,—

: rife to demonftrate, that, as we can fight like Bri.
tens, fo-we can forgive as chriftians, and indulge
as brethren. Take your feats among Britith fena~
tors, and particularly reprefent the American Pro-
vinces. But beware of. confidering this. privilege

. as a bribe beftowed by a timorous adminiftration,
‘——much lefs as a requard for your rath revolt.

- Tho’ we make allowances for your miftakes, and
put & favourable conftruétion spon your intend-
ons, we abhor and bear our folemn teftimony
againft your proceedings. Bat the mantle of royal

. mercy, and of your repentance haying covered all,
we fhall not upbraid you with anuchriftian princi-
ples, ard bloody fcenes, which we with baried in
eternal oblivion, If we grant you fome fmm&n

- - Q
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“the houfe of Commoes, it is oaly to remove your
jealonfies by a candefeenfion, which becomes a
mother-country and a mild gowernment; and to
wwegain the filial confidence of our American Colo-
‘nies by permitting the men, who have been moft
prejudiced sgainit us, to be eye-witnefles of our
#irm atachment to the conftituton, of our impar-
tia: zeal for the diguity of the crown, of our guar--
dian care for the conflicutional liberty of the peo--
- ple, and of our prudeat endeavours to fecare the
due obedience of the Britith fubjets.™”
"~ % The woand which the demon of Dift rd has
given to our weion, cannot be perfeflly healed but:
-by an -emputation or a cenjolidutiva.. The former
expedient is lnconfilent with our mutual affection,.
and our common iatereft :. But the latter is per-
feltly agreeable to both.. And our confanguinity
lendly demaods that it fhould be prefesred. Help
us then to confolidate the lacerated parts of the
Britith empire. Let your filial gratitode meet our
gaternal condeleeofion half way : So fhal recon-
- ciling love caft the bridge of ynion acrofs the At
lantic, and firmly join our bappy ifland with your
fortunate continent: And may geouine, fober,
feriptural patriotifm, like an adamantine key, for-
‘ever bind the folid arch i’ May. one blood—one-
laaguage — ome conftitation — one religion —one
king—oune fupreme legiflature—one temporal and
eternal intereft, combine to make us one flourith-
ing empire, till the kingdom of God fwallow up-
all other kingdoms! Nor let it be faid any more,

Audiet cives acuifle ferrum,
Quo graves Turce melius perirent ;3
Audiet pagnas, vitio parenem -
* - Raia javentus ™ ¢ : .
M 3 Whiltt-

, 4 Our pofterity thinned. by our civil wars, will hear of oue:
culpable contentions; and will lament our having turned againft
each other thofe fwords, which fhould mever have been drawms
bnt agaiaft our common enemies, -
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Whilft the Speaker concludes this patriotic
{peech, my imagination retarns from her pleafing
excurfion. The awful, parliamentary fcene vanith-
es * like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion.”” But
¢ a wreck is left behind :” Hints of a feriptural
method of reconciliation are humbly uggcﬁ_ed;
and you have {fome exprefions of my cordial con-
cern for the glory of our Sovereign, and the fatis-
faQion of oor American fellow.fubje&ts, to whom,
as well as to Dr. Price and yoorfelf, I fincerely
wifh all the fweets of Chriftian and Britifh liberty,
without any of the bitters of religious and civil
licentioufnefs. Qf making many books, fays Solo-
- smon, there is no end. Let us then hear the conclu-

Jim of the awhole matter: Fear God and keep his
Commeudments, for this is the awhole duty of man.—
Or, if you prefer St. Peter’s words, Fear God asd
homowr the King, for this is the fum of the two ta.
bies of Chrif’s law. ‘That, inftead of breaking
one of thefe tables under pretence of keeping the
other, we may always agree to pay a chearful obea
dience to both, is the final and higheft with of .

Rew. Sir,

Your abedient fervant in a gefpel,
which neither makes woid. the
beww thro® faish, noy fuperfedes
loyalty thro’ liberty,

b F.

POSTSCRIPT: °

H A VE obferved, p. 84, that the. fpecies of
patriotifm which I oppofe, is a vicious temper

¢¢ compounded of one or more of the. following
ipgredients ; prejudice, ignorance, conceit,,pride, .
‘ ' . Lo SR
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ambition, refraltorinefs, &c.” As you may thiak,
Sir, that this defcription is too fevere, I beg leave
to fupport it by the account that an honeft inha-
" bitant of Penpylvania [who is eye witnefs to the
workings of American patriotifm] gives his friénd
in England, of what you cali American /lidersy,
and what I beg leave to call American tyramny.
As T can depend oa his veracity, I prefent you
with the followiag extra& from his original letter,
which is now before me. . :

- ¢ March 12, 1776.—Letters are not fmoggled
hence with [ittle difficulty and rifgue, as every
thing we write may be infpeéted by the jaundiced
- eye of men, who jefuitically conftrae the moft
guarded words of Eng/ifimen 10imical to Awerica ;
deterring examples of which are not waating.—

With pretenee of obraining privileges, the inha. .
bitaats of this country lofe the enjoyment of - their
“privileges, Under matk of liberiy, aand cry of
grievances, a fet of ambitious men and defigning
demagogues wrigled” [got] ** themfelves in pow-
er, which they unwarrantably exercifed in abolith-
ing law, jultice, the freedom of the prefs, fpeech,

and a&ion ;—in feizing all the channels of intel- .
ligence ;—in publithing aod inculcating the moft
fhocking, wicked, and malicious falihoods.—By
fpecious pretexts, artful diffimulation, and obRi.
nate efforts, thefe enemies to truth, affronters of
jultice, and violaters of laws, have not only poi-
foned and inflamed the minds of the people; ‘but
have influcnced them fo far as to take and pafs
current 4 by 3 inches of printed brown paper for
no lefs than fix guineas; by all thefe means lead-
ing the duped inftruments of their.ambition, with
monttrous firides, towards their own and country’s
ain.” ‘ ;

. ¢ Had I a bandred mouths, 3 hundred tongues,

- A voice of brafs, and adamantise lungs; . -
Not half the mighty fcene could 1 diiclofe,

Repeat their crimes, or count our matchlefs

T Woek” I affest
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¢ T affert thefe naked and glaring truths, wich
8 confidence which cannot be en, &c.”
. Qur lewer-writer after obferving, that the com-
pliance of the majority *° to fuch tyramny” is

ut ¢ paffive;’’ and that the proportion of thofe,
who take aa allive part in it, is ¢ about ome in
ten of the whele commuaity,” adds what follows 2
¢ To fee men of repnted fenfe, fome by their
paffive, and others by their altive cordu®, mani-
fefting fuch ignorance and blindnefs to the true
interest of themfelves, their country, and pofteri
ty, malses me. think at times, ’

¢ Perhaps he whofe hand the lightnisg forms,
Wbho heaves old Occan, and who wings the
forms,
Poors fierce ambition into Nancack's mind ;-
Or b?um:i y?ng..unu loofe, 0 {courge man=
ad,’ .

¢ and permit irreligions Britons to plunge them-
felves u?:o difficaities, both to cha.ﬂPif:g:m for,
* gud torn them from, .the evil of their doings.”

. 'The letver-writer, after wifhing that ¢ the couns
¢cils oa both fides may be blefled with that witdom
and moderatiun, which may be produflive of a

etmanent uaies, fo aeceflary to the welfare of

th countsies,” adds in a poftfcript: *“ [ enclofe
this in a bocde of Cream of Tartar dire@ed to a
pafienger on board, i bope that having occafion
to wie it, this might be foand, and thereby ef
e 0 N

. ﬁad I feen this American account of American
patriotifm, before | fent my laft letter to the prigt-
er; L'would bave pleaded lefs earpeftly for soow of

- the patriots than | have done. But i do not flop
she prefs, becaufe condefcenfion is the fafer ex-
treme 3 20d becsude expericnce teaches Eogland,
that American patriots do their country lefs mil-
-chiet in the manfion boufe, and in the parliament,
shan ia tae.tawer and i0 3 common jail,

[P -

. Pemmit
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 Permit me, Sir, to conclade by a remark upon
- the charalter, which the Monthly Reviewers give
‘ me in their laft Review. They call me “ a mere
2% Sachewerel : A preacher of thofe flavith and juftly
¢¢ exploded jacobitical do&rines, for which the me-
¢ mory of Sackewere} and his abettors will ever be
¢ held in equal contempt and abhorrence by every
-¢¢ true friend of the liberties of mankind?’ I
fhould be truly forry if [ deferved fo fevere a cen-
-fure : I hope that the Reviewers have paffed it with
a degree of precipitation. Poflibly they did not
‘read fo far in my Findication as page 63, &c. or
.even p. 40, where [ begin to guard my doétrine
-againft the Facobitical tenets of defpotifm. Should
my American Patriotifm reach thofe gentlemen, and
fhould they give themfelves the trouble to turn to
,-pages 8’ ‘«4’ 17, 37, 38’ 59' 6." 63' 65, where
I continue to guard Britith iberty againtt the. en-
. crcachments of arbitrary power, I flatter myfelf
- that they will fee, 1 arh no more *¢ g mere Sacheve
rel? than [ am. & were Prioss D, Sacheverel ran
- as fiercely into the Aigh monarchical extreme, 28 Dr.
Price does into the kigh republican extreme, I have
" endeavonred.to keep at an equal diftance from their
oppofite miftakes, by contending only for the juft
medium, which the holy fcriptures and our exczl-
lent conftitution-peincout ; and [ hope my anpre-
Jjudiced readers will do me the juftice to confefs,
that, if I have mifled the mark of moderation, at
which I fincerely aim, I have not miffed it [2ot0 ca/v]
by going full eat ‘with Dr. Sachewere!, any more
" than by geing full weft with Dr, Price. What has
flibly mifled the Reviewers, is their not confidere
ing, that my withftanding an opponent, who im-
. petuoufly throws himfelf into the levelling extreme
of Dr. Price, obliges me principally to oppofe this
extreme. If Dr, Sachewere! were alive, and his
erroneous, enthufiaitical, mobbing politicks ene
dangered the public tranquility, as the patrio:if:‘
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of Mr. Evans and Dr. Price does at prefent; I~

would oppofe the kigh churchman, as much as | now
do the w0 high difenters. Befose we sbfolitely
condemn :an author, we fhould, I think, confider
-what extreme times and circumflances call him.chiefly
‘#0 guard agaisk., But party-men fcldom do vhiv:
And ic is well if, sfter all, bignted ami-dmericans
do not blame fome parts .of this peblication, s
snach as dmaricanus will 'blame other patts. Mosy-
.ration has not many friends whilft-the fpiricof con-
teotion rums Righ ; But, Jkeai/dem, the i juf¥-
Sied of her children, aud will in time win fome of
her oppofers. '

When the Roviewess have given me the obarmter
of a * mere Sacheverel,” s may naurailyexped,
10 fec them recommend your pasformance as muach
-as they decry mine : dccordingly thay fay, *¢ Mr.
& Evans isa lively and fenfible advocaze for the
ss¢ freedom of the Coloaies, a (pirited censrover-
* tit, &c — bn leuter iii. Mr. F’s senfons from
“ feripturs are fhewm to be iuconbitens, abfurd,
<« apd toradly inconclufive.”’—To thew how ftrang-
‘ly the judgment-of ingenious critics may be biafed:
.by prejudice, | meed oaly refer our seaders to p.
- 18, &¢C. whose | prodace the * lively and fenfible”
argomcnts, by which you attempt to prove, that
_my feripture- dodirine of mxation is ablurd”

5 1A 3

. THE END.
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