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INTRODUCTION.

HEN the Author offPiclu Oa‘rm'a?.l ;:k
his tem leave of me, in his Finifks

oke, he teemdcd to the public the boaﬁ
hich I am going to anfwer. His reconmendation
ns thus: ¢ Whofoever will confult the Rev. Mr.
oplady’s laft ication, intitled, Morc Work for
r. 3. Wefley, [ov, A Viadication of the Decrees,
c.} will there find a full anfwer to all thofe cavils
hich Rapifts, Sociaians, Pelagians, Arminians, and-
rfefionifts bring againf thofe doftrines com-

p Ctruel, uwnjuft,
unmerciful, and will fee every une of their
jeRions retorted upow themfelves in the moit
afterly manner.”  Fin, Streke, m 83. Soon
fter Mr. Hil had thus easolied Mr. Toplady's
rformance, 1 was informed that many of the Cal~
inifts faid, that it was an wnan{werable defence of
ir doftrines.. This raifed in me a defire to judge
rmyfelf ; and when 1 had read this admired book,
was fo far from being of Mr. Hill's fentiment,
1 promifed my readers to demonitrate, from'
t very book, the inconclufivenefs of the firongeft’
rgamests, by which Calvinifm is fupported. Mr,

ill, by unexpefiedly entering the lifts again, caufed’
to delay the fulfilling of my promife. But:
w having completed n;n{ anfwer to his filitiouy’
re;:a, 1 haften to complete alfo my Logica Gcn:-{
Did I write a book entitled Charitas Genevenfs, .
ight cafily fhew from Mr, Torlady’a performance,,
hat ¢ the dolirines of grace” [fo called] are clofely
onpeled with ¢ the do&rines of free wrath.”
ut if that gentleman, in his controverfial heat,
as forgotten what be owed to Mr. Wefley and to
imfelf, this is no reafon why I thould forget the
itlc of my book, which calls me to point out the bad

: As arguments




v INTRODUCTION.,

srguments of owr-opponents;-and nstrtheir ¥/E humony,
If I abfurdly fpent my time in paffing a cenfure
‘upon Mr. Toplady]s ‘fpirft, he whhld witH reafon
fay, as he does in the Introdulion to his Hifforie
proof, page 35, ¢ After .all,.what has my pride or
my humility to do with the argument in hand ?
Whether I am haughty ‘or mekk, is df ho moré céne
fequence cither (o that; or to.the publicy than whe-
ther I am tall or fhon.”” Befides, having again’and
again, mylelf, . requafted ourapponents not to wire. J
- draw the controverfy,.by perfonal atflettions, -but
to . weigh with catdour the argaments: which’ are
offered, I .fhould, be, inexcufable-if I did npt.fet
them the example.. .«Shauld. it biefaid that Mre Wefe
ley’s charallers which Mr., Toplady-has fa feverely
autacked, is atflake, and that I.ought purpofely to
Rand up in his defence <. I reply,-that the perfonal
charges which Mr. Taplady mterweaves- with hi
arguments, have been. already: fully. anfwered” iby
Mr. Olivers; and that.thele charges, being chiefly
founded upon Mr. Toplady/slogical miftakes, . they
will, of ; their own.agcord, fall to ithe:gtound,
as foon -as .the miftakes on which they reft. fhall be
expofed. - If Legice Genevenfis is-difarmed, - Chatisds vy
Genevenfis. will not..be, able. :te. kecp -the field,. "1
o0d fenfs takes the former prifonen, (the litter will
éc_ obliged to:furrendersy gopd matura. 1 Shotld vhis
be the cafe; how great a blefling: will: enr cantmot
~werly. provg to;both partics! . The, contuetors fhall
have the. glory ;of vindicating dnuthe and- »
juered fhall -have the. profit, of,;u;i;ia.nfrz-. ]
1d, with their. judg'tpegtg better., infarmed,. ;and
their ‘tempers better regylated | i May, the Gdv-of.
truth. and love.grant, .that if My, Toplady. has the.
) konour of producing the beft arguments, I [for ene}k
ay have the advgntage Qf,_yiddigsitp,\thgq I To

e

bt coriquéred by truth dnd dove, s lo prove, com
quéror over out two gréatelt enemies, . error and fins.
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- ANSWER
o ‘1o~ra:
Rev. Mr. TOPLADY's * Vindication
- > of the Decrees, &c.”
. m"‘-ﬁm

SECTION 1.

: Shewing that, upon the calvinian fcheme, it is an

indubitable truth, that fome men thall be faved
. do what they will, till the efficacious decree of
calvinian ele&ion meceffitate them to repent and
. be faved: and that others fhall be damned 4o
. what ‘they can, till the efficacious decree of cal-
vinian_seprobation wecefitate them to draw back,
and be damned. . '

, T HE do&rinal part of the controverfy between

Mr. Wefley and Mr. Toplady, may, in a great
degree, be reduced to this queftion : if God, from
all eternity, abfoluvez‘prede‘hinated a fixed number
of men [called ¢Ae elec?] to eternal life, and abfolutely
predeflinated a fixed number of men [called the 7e.
froﬁale] to eternal death, does it not ungvoidably
ollow, that * The ele&t fhall be faved, do what
they will ; andthat “ The reprobate fhall be damned,
do what they can ;” Mr. Wefley thinks that the con.
fequence is undeniably true: Mr. Toplady fays,
That it is abfolutely falfe, and charges Mr. Wefle
with * coinin Hciﬁiumus fr 0ftions,” yea, wizg'
 Ratchin ga /bhemy, and then jfathering it o
others,” [page 7, 8.] and, in a note upon the wor:‘
blafphemous, he fays, “ This epithet is not 100
firong. To fay that any fhall be /faved do what
they will; and othetz damned do what they can, is;

: 3 R 1
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in the dﬁgﬂ inftance, blafphemy againft the Zoline/5
of God; and, in the fe¢énd, blafphemy againft his '
fodlinc/i :” and again, p. g4, after repeating the

atter claufe of the confequence; piz. :* The re-
probate fhall be damnei,!}f do fohat 17:; cJa}" he ex-

prefles himfelf thus: *“ One would imagine, thatnone *

but a reprobate could .be icapable of advancing a
pofition fo execrably fhocking. Surely it muft
have coft even Mr. Wefley much;! both/ of: tinie
and pains, to invent the idea; &¢.: Few men’s in-
vention ever funk deeper into the defpicable,
launched wider into the horrid,.and went farther
in the prophane. The fatanic %ui.lt,fof the perfon,
who could excogitate, and publifh fo the world, a
pofition like that, baffles all power of deferipiiony
and is only to be exceeded (if exceedable) by the
fatanic: fhameleflnels which daresto lay the black.
pofition at: the door of other men.—Let. ys. exa-
mine, whether any thing, .occurring in Zanchius,
could juftly furnifh this wretched. defamer. with
materials for a dedution fo-truly infernal.” Agree-
ably to thefe /pirited complaints, Mr. Toplady calls
his book, not only * More Work for Mr. J. Wef-
ley,” but alfo * A Vindication of the Decreps
and Providence of God, from the defamations of a
late’ printed papet entftled, * The ¢onfequence
proved.” 1'fide ‘with Mr. Wefley for the confe-
quénce; guarding' it ‘againft cavils by a claufe,
which his love for brevity made hinr think needlefs.

And the guarded confequence, which ¥ undertake. v

to defend, rums thus ¢ trom the do&rine of tlie ab.
folute and' unconditional’ predéftination of fome
men to" eternal life, and ‘of all others to eternal
death, it peceflarily follows, that fome men fhall be

- Jfaved do what they will, 1ill the abfolute and Y'fﬁcan‘

cious decree of elefiion aftually necéfftate them td
obey, and be faved; and that all the reft of man.
kind fhall be damned, do what they can, till the
abfolute and ¢fficacious decree "of reprobation necefs
Jfitate (bem to fin, and be damned, © - - - 7

'An*.




ANSWER 10 M=, TORLADY. ¥
.. An - ilpfiration " will, &t once, fhew :the: jullna(s;
of this_confequence, to.the . unprejudiced reader;;
Kifty fithes fpert in a7 muddy pond, where they.
have received life.- The fkilful and almighty Propri-.
etor. of the pond bas abfolutely decreed, that ¢en of
thefe fithes properly marked ‘with a, fhining mark,.
called Eleiion, fhall abfolutely-be caught in a cera;
tain net, called . gafpel-net, on a certain: day,
called * the day. of bis power;” and.that they fhall,.
every one, be caft.into a delightful river, whese he,
has engaged ‘himfelf, by an eternal covenant of par-,

ticular redemption, to bring them_without fail,, -

The fame omnipotent Proprietor of the pond has,
likewife abfolutely decreed, that.all the reft of the

thes, pamely foréy, which are proper]y diftinguithed,

y a black mark, calied Rsprobation, ifhall never be
caught in, the gofpel-net; .or that, if they are in«
tangled in.it at any time, they fhall always be-drawn,
out of .it, and fo fhall .neqeﬂ';;j:]y .continue in the
muddy pond, till on,a centan. day, called the day-
of his.wrath, he fhall {weep the pond with a cer-.
tain net, called a law-net, catch them all, and caft.
them injq a lake of fire and brimfjone,  which he;
. bas engaged himfelf, by an everlalting covenaat of.
gon-redemption,. to bring them .all without .fail,
that they may anfwer the end of ‘their predeflinan.

tion to death, which is to fhew thﬁoodnefs- of

his law-net,"and to deflroy them for having been:
bred in the muddy pond, and. pot for having been’
caught in the.gofpel-net, The owner of the pond,
is wife, as well as powerful, . He knows, ‘that, abe
folutely to_fecure the end 1o which his fifhes are ab,
{olutely predeftinated, he muft alfo ablolutely. fecure
the megns, which conduce to that end ; and there.:
fore, that none may.efcape their bappy, ar: their,
unfortunate predeflination, he keeps night and day
bis hold of them all, by a firong hook, called ze.
effity, and by an invifible line, _ca_lgd diving decrees,

By means of this. ling and book it happens, that,
it the filhes, which bear the mark of ¢/s&ion, are,
PR ever
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ever {o loth to come inte the' gofpel-net, or to flay
therein, they are always dvawn into it in a day of
powerful love ; and if the fifhes which bear the mark
of reprobation, are, for a time, ever fo defirous to
wrap themfelves in the gofpel-net, they are always
drawn out of it in the day of powerful wm{'.
For, though the filhes feem to fwim ever fo freely,
yet their motions’are all abfolutely fixed by the

owner of the and determined by means of .

the above.mentioned line and heok. If ¢his is the
cafe, fays' Mr. Wefley, ten fithes fhall go into the
delightful river, let t do what they will, let
them plunge in the mud of their pond ever fo
brifkly, or leap towards the lake of fire ever fo
often, while they have any liberty to. plung or to
Jeap. - And all the reft of the fithes, forty in num-
ber, fhall go inte the lake of fire, let them do whae
they can, let them involve themfelves ever fo long

in the gofpel-net, and leap ever fo often towards

the fine river,’ before they are-ablolutely neceffitated
to go,” through theé mud of their own pond, into
the fulphurous pool. The confequence i undeni-
@ble; and I 'make no doubt but all unprejudiced

fons fee it as wel as myflelf: as fure as
two arid two make four, ar if you pleafe, as fure as
tzn and forty make fifty, fo fure ten fithes fhall be.
firay caught in the gofpel-net, and forty in the
Jaw-net. - - o : o

: Should Mr. T oplady fay, that this is only an il.

loftration, I drop it, and roundly affert, that if two
men,: fuppofe So'l,omon and ‘Abfalom, are abfolutely
redeftinated to eternal life ; while-two other men
Quppofe‘ ‘Mr. Baxter and Mr., Wefley] are ab/o-
te?-g&redeﬂimxed to eternal death: the two eleft
fhal

probate fhall be damned do” what they can. ~That
15, let Solomon and Abfalom worfhip the abomi«
mation of the: Zidonians, and of the Moabites, in
ever {o public ' a manner; let them, for years, in-
dulge themfelves with heathenith women c?_lle&ed
e , from

* faved do what they will, and the twore.




S e ) %_“.r,w"wmr

ANSWER'T0 ‘MR. - TOPLADY. .

®om 31l cauntries: if tliéy have a mind, let them

" murder their brothers, defile their fifters, and imi~
- tate the ineefluous Corinthian, who- took his ewn
father’s: wife: yet,.they can never really endanger
their finithed falvation. - The indelible mark of' 7.
condilional_ elefion to {ife is-upon.them: and. forcis
ble, viforious grace fhall, io their laft moments, if
not before, draw: them . irtefiftibly and infallibly
from iniquity to,repentance. - Death fha)l unavoids

ably make an end of xhéir«z'udwdl_iig Jin; and 1q

heaven they fhall unavoidably go. On the .other
band, let a Baxter, and a' Welley, ' aftonith . the

world.by their minifterial labours : let them write, -
fpgak, and. live..in {och.a' manner, as.to ftem the -

torrent of: miquity, and- tiorn thoul‘anfl;,to rightes
oufngfs : .with St,. Paul Jetthem take up their crofa
" daily; and 'preach and.pedy; mot ‘only with. tears;
but ¢ with the ddmonfiration of the.fpirit:.of
;'J,Ow.c.t 3 -let unwearied patienice,; and matchlefs. dis
jﬁe,nce carry them with increafing fortitude through
all the perfecutions, dangers,. and trials, which they
meet with from the men of the world, apd from,
falfe brethren : let-them. kold on' in'thig wondexful

way to, their dying day ; yet: [if the indelible mark

of usconditional reprobation tv death ig.upom \bew,

peceflitating, viftorious,, wyath, fhall, in.-theic . I3

moments, if not before, make:them, neceffarily tusn
from righteoufnefs, and anayeidably diaw back .19
perdition ;. fo fhall they be fitted for the lake .Of,%i'?i
gge :end; to “which [if God: calvimiftically paffed
them by ], they were abfolutely ordained through the
predefipaitd medium \of remedile/s: fin and finad
paftacy. .o v 6o d

et A A N LU ST LI S
- This is the true flate of the cafe: ta, fpend time;

in_proving: it, would be offering the judiciqus rea~
- der.g3 great-an’infult, asif L detained him to prqK:;;
ab tha nor¢h is appofed to the fouth: But wh:
ocg. My, Toplady, .fay againft this sanfequense
#3f Calvinsfm is trise, {the.1eprobate Jhall be, dq?y%
« .. o

\‘! ~ry‘,3 .



10 ANSWER 10 Ma. TOPLADY.

do what they can?” He advances the following .

warm argument.
. ARGUMENT I. page 55, “ Can Mr. Wefley

oduce a fingle inflance ot any one man, who did
all he could to be faved, and yet was loft? If he
can; let himy tell us. who that man was, where he
lived, when he died, what he did, and how it came
to pafs he laboured in vain.~If he cannot, let him
cither retra&t. hiis confequences, or continue to be
poﬂed for a fhamelefs traducer.” -

Ianfwer: 1. To require Mr. Wefley to fhew a
" man.who_did all be could, and yet was loft, is rc.
quiring him to prove that calvinian reprobanon is
trues---a thing this, which he -can no morc do,
than he can prove that God is falfe. Mr. Wefley
never faid, that any mam was damned after donaf
bis- Beft 10 be faved: he only fays, that, i C
#inifm is trus, the septobates ;Il all be damned
th {hould.all do their beft to be faved.
ot acious decree of their abfolute repro-
bation- neceﬁmu them to dnw back an be
llumed

"8, As Mr. Toplﬂdy's bold may impofe e
gpol his inattentive readers, 1 luve to
o ite abfurdity by a fhort iluftration. tVe!'-

kyfaya ¢ if there i a mountain of ld it i¢
Keavier tbd‘t]x_ a hgdﬂnlofi feal}l\én ” and his i:onil'e.‘
Quence pafles true in England: but a gehtled
man, - wlr: teaches: '0?9 in myfic Geneva, %hnnks
that it is abfolutely: falfe, and that Mr." Weﬂey:
- orel:ead muf be fed and guite impervious to
- for- advancmg it. -Cin Mr. Wefley, fays
ew us a mountain of gold which s really
Mv‘:er than- a :handful of feathen? 1f he can,
Jet him tell us what mountain it is, -where it lies,
in what latitude, how high it is, and ‘who did ever
afcend to the top of it...If he cannot, ~let' him

eithér retra@ his- confequences, orconnnne tobqj

yoacd for a fRamelefs traducer.. - *
Eqully

-—
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- Equally conclufive is Mr. Toplady's challenge !
By fuch cogent arguments as thefe, thoufands of
profeflors are bound to the chariot.wheels of moders

- orthodoxy, and blindly follow the warm men, who

driveas furiou/ly over a part of the body of feripture<
divinity, as the Son of Nimfhi did over the body

+ of curfed Jeszebel.-

SECTION II.

Calvinifm upes its Legs, or a full view of the

- arguments by which Mr. Toplady aitempts -to
reconcile Calvinifm with God’s holtne/s ;== a
Bote upon a letter to an Arminian teacher. .

ENSIBLE that Calvinifm can never fank
among the dofirines of Aolinc/s, if ** the ele&
fhall be faved do what they will,” and if the * re«
%robate fhall be damned do what they can ;" Mr.
oplady tries to throw off, from Ais do&rines of
grace, the deadly weight of Mr. Welley's coafes
quence. In order to this he proves that Calvini{m
onfures the hekime/s of the ele&, as the necefli
means of their pre‘a}fiwakd Jalvation : but he is
too judicioys to telf us that it enfures alfo the
wickedne[s of the reprobate, as the ary means

- of their predefiinated demnation. To us in love

with his osthodoxy, he prefents her to our view with
one leg, on nhicz fhe contrives to fland; by art«
fully leaning upon her faithful. maid, Logica Gemes
venfis. Her other leg is prudently kept out of
fight, fo long as the trial about ber Aolme/s lafts.
This deferves explanation, _ ,
" The moft diftinguifhing and fundamental doc-

“trines of Calvinifm are swo: and therefore they

may with propriety be called the /egs of that doc-
winal fyfem, The firf of thefe fugdamcmal doce,
L ' trines




ez ANSWER to.Mr. TOPLADY:
trines, ‘is'the perfonal, uncenditional, abfolute-gra
natien, or c_lc&z'an of fome men to eternal life;;
and the fecond is the perfonal, unconditional, ab-
folute .predeflination or reprobation of fome men
to eterna) death, Nor can-Mr., Toplady find fanit -
with my.making his dofirine of grace fand upon.
her legs, calvinian eleition and calvinian'reproba-
tion : for fuppoling that our church fpeaks, in her
17th article, of calvinian, abfolute predeflination
to ‘eternal life, he fays himfelf, in his Hiftoric
roof, page 574, “The predefitgation, of fome to
ife, aflerted 10’ the’ 17th ‘arficle, Cannot be main-
tained without admitting the seprodation * of fome.
others to death, &c. and all*who have fubfcribed to

. . 0 L . ,the;

. ' #0ur opponents are gfeatly embarrafled about the de&rine,of
abfolute, unconditional reprobation : though in ahappy moment,
where cendor prevailed over fhame, Mr. Toplady. ficed 6p fo
boldly for’calvinian reprobation the reader, as he goes guy
will fmil¢; wheh he feas the variegated wifdom,. with'wh
that gentleman difguifes, exculpates, or conceals, what:he fo-
ratignally and fo candidly grants here. ) S
*The truth is, that es fcriptural eleftion’ is neceffarily attended
with an anfwerable reprobation § {6 sbfolute cdlviniad elefion
-unavbidably drags aftet it abfoluté calvinian feprobation:—a'
black reprpbatien thisy which mecefftates all who are perfomlly
wiitten . in the bpok of death to fin on and be damned. - But
fome Calvinifts are afraid to fee this dolrine, and well they,
thay, Yor itishorrible: others are afhamed to acknowledge jt:
and' not a few, for want of rational fight; and " with the right
legoftheir fyflem they unmercifully kick: the'feft. "Among’
the perfons who are guilty of.this abfurd ¢bndufy we may
rank the author of A Letter to an Arminian teackeér; am impei-.
fe& copy of which appeared in The G(_»[pc_l Magazine of Au-
‘goff, 1775, under the following title, ‘A" Predeflinaritn’s real,
shomghtson Ble&ion and Reprobation, ©c. ' This'writeris fo in«
éongﬂcnt, as tp attempt cutting off the 42 leg of -Calvinifm.
He,:at firlt, gives up reprobation. * The word reprobation’
[fays he] ““is never mentioned in all the fcripture’. [no more
1s the word predgfiination] ¢ nor is _the feriptural word “,re-

fobate ever” mentioned as the confequence of eleflion, of as

f{n]’ oppofite:”’—This is-a great miftake, as appears from the’

two firft paflages quoted by this author, Jer. vi. go. and Rom.

i. 28. where reprobate filver -is evidently oppofed-to- choice

filver, and where @ reprobate mind is indubitably opyof;:: to
- t!




ANSWER To M&. TOPLADY. 13

¢¢ There is no immediate conneltion between ele&ion to ful-
vation and reprobation to damnation.’”” What an argument is
this! Did we ever fay that there is any immediate conne&ion
between two things, which are as contrary as Chrift and Belial ?
~Oh! but we mean that « they have no neceflary dependance:
on each other.”—The queflion is not whether they have a
neceffary dependance on eack other :* but whether they have
not a hecgﬂfrj ?apo tion to each other ; and that they have, is
as clear as that /ight is oppofed to darkne/s.—** They proceed
from very different caufes.”—True : for ele@ion proceeds from 4
Sree-grace, and calvinian reprobation from frec-wrath —** The . !
fole caule of eletion is God’s free love, &c. The fole caufe of |
damnation is only fin.”—Our author wants candor or attention.
Had he argued like a candid logician, he would have faid,
¢ The {ole caufe of the reprabation which ends in unavoidable
damnation is only fin:” but if he had fairly argued thus, he
would have given up Calvini{m, which %ands or falls with é

A the faid ariicle, are bound in Aonour, confcience, and
g law to defend reprobation, were it only to keep the
. 17th article,” Eor rather, the calvinian fenfe which
n Mr. Toplady fixes to that article] * upon its legs.”
t ' Agreeably -
1 the mind which is after God’s own heart—i. e. to the mind
. which God approves and chufes to crown with evangelical
, prailes and rewards. Our author goes on

l

abfolute reprobation; and thercfore, he thought proper to
{ubfiitute the word damnation for the word reprobation, which
the argumert ablolutely requires. Thefe tricks may pafs in
Geneva; but in England they appear inconfillent with fair |
realoning, * Itis a common firatagem of the Calvinifls to fay, ‘
¢ Elechioa depends upon God’s love only, but damnation dea
pends upon our fin only :** break the thin fhell of this fophifm,
" and yow will find this bitter kernel; * God’s diftinguifhing
love elefls fome to unavaidable holinefs and finithed falvation ;
and his diftinguifhing wrath reprcbates all the reft of mankind
to remcdilels fin and eternal damnation.” For, the mo-
ment the fin “of reprobates is neceffary, remedilefs, and en-
fured by the decrce of the means, it follows, that ablolute re.
‘probation to necefluy remedilefs fin, is the fame thing as ab-. ;
{olute reprobation to eternal damnation ; becaufe fuch a dame
nation is the unavoidable conlequence of rewncdilefs fiu,
‘When the letter-writer has abfurdly denicd calvinian re} 1c-
bation, he infinuates, p. 5, that “everlafting torments,” ard
* being unavoidably damned,” are not the ncceffary confc-
quences of the decree of calvinian eleétion: * nor [fays be]
can they be fajrly deduced from the decree of reprobation.”—
So now, the fecier is Oug I Our author, after denying repro-
) : - tion, ~
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Agreeably to Mr. Toplady’s charge, Calvinifm
fhall ftand vpon its legs. He takes care to fhow
the right leg, in order to vindicate God’s holinefs
vpon the calvinian plan; and I fhall fet forth the
left leg, in order to fhow that the honour of God’s
Rolinefs is as incompatible with Calvinifm, as light
with darknefs. Mr. Toplady’s arguments are pro-

bation, informs us that there is a calvinian decree of reprobatian.

But if there is fuch a decree, why did he oppofe it, p. 2 ?"

And if there is no fuch decree, why does he mention it, p. 5;
where he hints that enfured damnation cannot be fairly fe-
duced from it? Now, if he, or any Calvinift in the world,
can prove that, upon the calvinian plan, among the thou-
fands of Calvin’s reprobates, who are yet in their mother’s
wombs, one of them can, any how, avoid finithed damnation,
1 folemnly engage myfelf before the public, to get my Checks
burnt, at Chairing-crofs, by the common hangman, on m{
day which Mr. Hill, Mr. op)ad(, and Mr. M‘Gowan will
pleafe to appoint, But if the Calvinifts cannot do this, and
if the calvinian decree of reprobation enfures the neceffary,
remedilefs fin, and the unavoidable, finifhed damnation of one
and all the reprobates of Calvin, born er unborn; Mr. M‘Go-
wan, and Dr. Gill, whom he quotes, infult common fenfe,
when they intimate, that enfured damnation *¢ cannot be fairl
deduced from the decree of reprobation.® How much le
candid are the letter-writer and Dr. Gill, than Mr. Toplady
and Zanchius, who fairly tell’ us, p. 75, * The condemna-
tion’* [i. e. the damnation] ¢ of the reprobate is meceflary
and irrefiftible 1 .

The letter-writer tells us, p. 6, * what enfures holinefs,
muft enfure glory; elc&ion”’l&. ¢. calvinian ele@ion] *doth
fo, and glory muft follow.” , This is the right leg of Calvinifms
let her igan upon the left leg, and you have this ¢ doftrine of
grace:”] What enfures: remedile(s fin muft enfure damoation ;
calvinian reprobation doth fo, and damnation muft follow. I
would as foon bow to Dagon, as to this doftrine of remedilefs
o and enfured wickednefs. O ye comroverfial writers of the
Gofpel Magazine! if you will confirm ¢ Arminian teachers®
in their attachment to the holy eleftion and righteous repro-
bation preached by St. Paul, and their deteflation’ for the an.
tinomian elefion and barbarous rePro!mdon' which fupport
your doftrinal peculiarities, only viadicate your eleftion ag
inéonfiftently as g/[r. M*‘Gowan, and your reprobation 2s openly
as Mr. Toplady, [See two other notes on the fame perform.
ance ; the one under the Arg, xxxviii, and the other under

‘heArg', Ixxii.] o B duced

N

e Y ol b, . gt | |



ANSWER to Mr. TOPLADY.

15

n - duced under No. -1, with the number of the page
W in his book, where he advances them. In the op-
5. pofite column, under No. ¢, the reader will find
3 my Anfwer, which is nothing but Mr. Toplady’s
'S own arguments, retorted in fuch a manner as to de-
ot . fend the fecond gofpel-axiom, which Calvinifm
- entirely overthrows : No. 1, difplays the unguarded

manner in which Mr. Toplady defeads the firft

. golpel axiom. To form No. 2, 1 only make his
? arguments ftand upon the other leg, and by this
< fimple method I fhew the lamenefs of Calvinilm,
, and the infamy which the pours upon God’s hol:-
- nefs and goodnefs, under fair fhows of regard for
:‘ thefe adorable attributes,
: The right leg of Calvi- | The left leg of Calvinifm,
i nifm, or the calvinian | or the calvinian doc-
d doftrine of eleflion trine of reprobation
: and neceffary hblinels. | and neceffary wicked-
: nefs.

. Arc.II No. 1. [page | Answsr. No. 2. Iaf.
y 17.]“Jaffirth with crzg- firm with Cakvinifm, that
s ture, that they [the eleél] | the reprébates cannot be
Y ‘cannat be fgved with- | damned without wicked-
; out fanétification and obe- | nefs and difobedsence. Yet

dience. Yet is not their | is not their damnation
: Jalvation precarious: for, | precarious: for, that very
b the very decree of clec~ | decree of reprobation, b
,f tion, by which they were | which they were nomi-
3 nominated and ordained | nated and ordained to
I to eternal life, ordained | eternal deats, ordained
s their intermediate re- | their intermediate con-
¢ newal after the image | formity to the image of
g of God, in righteoufnefs | the devil, in fin and true
. and true Aolinefs. Nay, | wickedne/s. ~Nay, that
t that renewal is idelf the | conformaty is itlelf the
as dawn and beginning of | dawn and beginning of
ly altual falvation, a€tual damnation.
" . ' Rvghlt3 Left

2

o o
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Right Leg.

Arc.III. No. 1.[ipage
17.] *“ The elec could no
more be Javed without
perfonal 4olinefs, than
they could be /aved with-
out perfonal exiftence.
And why? becaufe God’s
own decree fecures the
means as well as the end,
and accomplithes the end
by the means. The fame
gratuitous predeftination,
which ordained the ex-
iftence of the eled, as
men; ordained their pu-
vification, as_faints: and
they were ordained to
botk, in order to their
being finally and com-

pletely faved in Chriff.

with eternal glory.”.

16 ANSWER To Mg. TOPLADY.

" Left Leg.

ANsWER. No. 2. The
reprobates could no more
be damned without perfo- -

' nal wickednefs, than they

could be damned without
perfonal exiftence. And
why? becaufe God’s own
decree fecures the mearns
as well as the end, and
accomplithes tke end by
the means. The fame
gratuitous predeftination
which ordained the ex-
iftence of the reprobates,
as men; ordained their
pullution, as finners : and
they were ordained to -
both, in order to their
being finally and comr
pletely damned in Adam
with eternal fhame.

B,efore.l produce the next argument, I think it

is proper to obferve, that the clsftion of grace,
which St. Paul defends, is not, as Calvin fuppofes
an abfolute clelliom to etermal life, through necefs -
Jitated holinefs : an eleftion te this, which, in the
very nature of things, drags after it an abfolute re-
probation to eternal dcath, through remedile/s fin,
But the Apoftle means a gratuitous ele&tion to the
privileges of .the beft covenant of peculiarity,——
a moft gracious covenant this, which is known un-
der the name of chriflianity,—~the gofpel of Chrift,
or fimply the gofp:l, by way of eminence. For,
as bv a partial eleftion of diftinguifhing favour,
the Jews were once ehofen to be God's peculiar

people, [at which time.the Gentiles were repro-
bated

&




B 2 - ammaas e daicaune St ditae . B L~ o grauon oo o o DAL sabene e LML

The
note
erfo.
they

hout

And -
wn

ans
and

me
ion
ex.
tes,
eir
ind
to
\eir

it
cy
[es

he
C~

e
e
Fy
Ty

ir
0-

ANSWER 10 M. TOPLADY. 17
bated, with refpeft to Jewith privileges; being
left under the inferior gofpel difpenfation of re-
prieved Adam, and fpared Noah,!i) fo, when the
Jews provoked God to rejeét them. from being his

eculiar people, he elefted the Gentiles, to whom
fent the gofpel of Chrift: he cle@ed them, 1 fay,
and called them to believe 2his precious gofpel, and
% to be holy in all manner of converfation,” as
becomes ckriflians. But, far from abfolutely eleét-
ing thefe Gentiles to eternal falvation, through un-

" avoidable holinefs calviniftically impofed upon them,

he charged them by his ‘meflengers to make their
CHISTIAN . calling ‘and- elellion fure, left they

ould be cut off, as the Jews had been, for not
making their JEWISH calling and elellion fure.
In fthort the eleition of grace mentioned jn the
fcriptures, is a gratuitous eleftion to run the ckri/c
tian race with Paul, Peter, and James; rather than
the jewifh race with Mofes, David, and Daniel 3
or the race of gentili/m with Adam, Enoch, and
Noah. It is a gracious eletion, which implies no*
mercile/s abfolute veprobation of the relt of man-
kind. And the Culvinifts aré greatly miftaken,
when they confound ¢his ele&tion, with our judicial
cleélion to receive the crown of life, a rewarding
crown this, the receiving. of which depends, (1)
On the grace of God, in Chrift, and (2) On the
woluntary obedience of faith; and will be judicially
bellowed according to the impartiality of jufltice;.
and not according to the partiality of grace. . This
will be demonftiated in an ¢ Eﬂ';vy on the eletion
of grace, and the eleflion of juftice,” wheie the
reader will fee the #rue meaning of the pallages,
which Mr. Toplady has fo plaufibly prefled into
the fervice of the following arguments. '

I.{ight Leg. If Left Leg. :

Arc.IV.No.1.[page | Axswkr.No. 2. God

18.] “ God the Father | the Father hath repro.
hatb.chofen us in CAr7f8, | bated us in Adam, before
: before | the
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before the - foundation | the foundation of the
of the world, that we | world, that we fhould
fhould {not * be faved, | [ not be damned, do whae
do what we will ;" but] | we will; but be unkoly
be holy and without blame | and full of blame before
before him in love, Eph. | him in malice. Reproba—.
i. 4 Eleclion is always | tion is always followed
followed by regeneration, | by apoflacy; and apo/=
and regeneration is the | facy is the fource of alk

fourceot allgood works.”

~ Right Leg.

ARrg. V. No. 1.6[; age
18.]* We [theele 5arc
his  fubfequent work.
mantfhip, created anew
in Chrift Jefus unto
good works, which God
hath fore-ordained, that
we fhould walk in them.
Confequently it does net
follow from the doétrine
of abfolute predeftina-
tion, that ** the ¢Ze& thall
be faved, do what they

~will,”  On the contrary,

they are chofen as much
to koline/s as 1o heaven;
and are fore-ordained to
walk in good works, by
virtue of their election
fiom eternity, and of
their converfion in time.”

Right Leg.

Arc. V1. No. 1. [page
18, 19.] ** Yetagain, God
hath trom the beginning
[i. e. from everlafting,

.

bad works.

Left Leg.

ANsweER. No. 2. We

Phe Reprobates] are his.
| fublequent workmanthip,
. created a new- in Adam
unto. bad works, which
| God hath fore-ordatned,
that we (hould walk in
them. Confequently it
does not follew from the:
do&trine of abfolute pre-
deflination, that * the re-
probates (hall be damned,
do what they will.”” On.
- the contrary, they are

reprobated as -much to
L wickednefs as to hel', and
. are fore-ordained to walk
-in bad works, by virtue
L ot their reprobation from
eternity, and of their per«
verfion in time,

Left Leg.
No. ILANswER. Yet
- again, God hath from the
beginning, i. e. from

everlaftingreprobatedyon
: : to
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&c.] ** Chofen you to
Salvation through /fanc-
tification of the Ipirit,
and bclz'(e{ of the truth;”
g Thefl, ii. 13. All
therefore, who are chofen
to /falvation, are no lels
unalterably deftined to
holinefs and faith in the
mean while.  And, if fo,

© it is giving God himfelf

the lie to fay, that “the
ele&t fhall be faved, do
what they will,” « For the
ele, like the blefled per-
fon who redeemed them,
come into the world not
to do their own will, but
the will of him that fent
them: and this is the
will of God concerning
them, even their fanf?i-

frcation. Hence they are

exprefsly faid to be elefl
unto obedience. Not in-
deéd chofen becaufe of
obedience, but chofen un.
to it: for works are not
the foundation of grace,
‘but ftreams flowing from
it. ﬁlz&ion}‘ ;107 not
depend upon Aoline/s, but
ho?ingf: depends upon
eletion.  So far, there-
fore, is predeftination
from being fubvetfive of
good woiks; that predef-
tination is the primary
caufe of all the good
- ' works,

to damnation through pol-
lution of the fpint, and
difbelief of the truth,
All, therefore, who are
reprobated 10 damnation,
are no lefs unalterably
deftined to wickedne/s
and unbelief in the mean
while. And, if fo, it is
Fiving God himfelf the
ie to fay, that * the re-
probate fhall be damned
do what they will.” For
the r(e(ro[:ate, like the
bleffed perfon who re:
jedled them, come into
the world not to do their
own will, but the wilt
of him that fent them;
and this is the will of
}God concerning “them,
even their wickednefs.
Hence they are exprefsly
faid to be reprobated un-
to difobedience. Not in-
deed reprobated becaufe
of difobedience, but re-
probated unfo it: for
works are not the foun-
dation of wratk,  but
ftreams flowing from it.
Reprobation does not de-
pend upon wickednefs,
but wickedne/s depends
upon reprobation.  So
far, therefore, is predef-
tination from being fub-
veifive of bad works;
that predeftination to

death -
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works, which have been [ death is the primary cau /2
and fhall be wrought, | of all the 4ad works,
from the beginning to | which have been and
the end of time.” fhall be wrought, from-
" | the beginning to the end

of time.

Dreadfully crooked as the /ef? leg of Mr. Top-
lady’s fyftem is, it perfeétly agrees with the righke
leg: i. e. with his crooked eleftion, and his bandy
predeftination. He may deny it as abfolutely as
prifoners at the bar deny what is laid to their
charge: but their denial goes for nothing : the wit-
nefles are called in, and I produce two, who are
capital, and to whom I fuppofe Mr. Toplady will
hardly obje&t. The firft is Zanchius, and the, fe-
¢ond is his ingenious tranflator, who fays in his
tranflation, p. 50, * He|man] fell in confequence
of the divine decree.,”—Obferv. p. 7. * What-
ever comes to pafs, comes to pafs ; virtue of this

- abfolute, omnipotent will of God.”—* Whatever

things come to pafs, come to pafs neceffarily.,”—
Ibid. * Whatever man daes, he does neceffarily.”
Page 15. *“ All things turn out according to.
divine predeflination ; not only the works we do
outwardly, but even the thoughts we think inward.
ly.—P. 7. The will of God is the primary and
upreme caufe of all things—P. 11. The fole caufe
why fome are faved and others perifh, proceeds
from his willing the falvation of the former, and
and the perdition of the laiter.”—P. 15. We can
only do what God from eternity willed and fore-
knew we fhould.—P. 7. No free-will of the crea-
ture can refift the will of God.—P. 1g. The pur-
pofe or decree of God fignifies. his everlafting ap-

ointment of fome men to life; and of others to
geath: which appointment flows entirely from his.

" own free and fovereign wil/.—P. 57, 1f between

the eleft and the reprobate, there was not a great
gulph fixed, fo that neither can Je otlzcrwg'/éllthm
- ' - they

s
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they are, then the will of God (which is the alone
caufe why fome are chofen and others not) would
be rendered of no effe&t.—P. 56. Nor would his
word be true with regard to the non-eleét, if it
was poffible for themto be faved.—P. 15. The
condemnation of the reprobate is necg{ary and zr-
refifiable~P. 25. God worketh a// things in all
men, even wickednefs in the wicked.” '

On thefe propofitions [the moft unguarded words
of which I have produced in capital] I reft the

left leg of Calvinifm; and taking my leave of the

tranflation of Zanchius, 1

return to the *“ Vindica-

tion of the Decrees,” and continue to make Mr.

 Toplady’s do&trine of grace ftand * on iks legs,”

that is, on ab/olute reprobation to death, as well as

on abfolute elelion to life,

Right Leg.
Arc. VII.- No. 1.

j[p'age 19] * Reafon alfo

joins with {cripturey in
afferting the ndifpen- .
fible neceflity of Jfanéti-
fication upon the foot-
ing of the molt abfolute
and .irrefpeélive eleftion:
.or in other words, that
the certainty of the end
does not [uperfede, but
enfure the intervention
-of the means.”

Right Leg.

Arc. VIIL. No. 1.
{Page 21, 22,] * It was
neceflary, 'thEt, as fin-
‘ners, they [ithe eleét
fhould n:}t, only be re:!
probated . from - punith-
‘v - - . . ment,

Lelt Leg.

ANSWER. No. 2. Rea.
fon alfo allo joins with
fcripture, inafferting the
_indifpenfible neceffity of
wickednefs, wpon the
footing of the moft aba
folute  and irrefpeflive
reprobation : or, in other
words, that the certainty

of the end does not .

fuperfede, but enfure
the intervention of thé
means,

Left Leg.
ANswER. No. 2. It
was neceflary that, as
unholy, they [the repro-
bate] fhould not only be
appointed to punifhment,
and entitled to 4e//; but
© - endued
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" in their minds.

" rious ends,

" the commandments of
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ment, and entitled to
keaven;  but  endued
moreover with an in-
ternal meetnefs for that
§nheritance.-- --This
internal meetnefs for 4ea-
tx;erz cl:lan only be wrought
y the refloring ‘agenc

of God tl{i H’;%r ého )
who gracioufly” engaged
and took upon himfelf,
in the covenant of peace,
to renew and fan&ify ai:
the eleé? people of God;
faying, I wil! put my law
Ele&l
&e. through [anflifica-
tion of the [pirit unto
obedience.~-- Eletion, tho’
produ&ive of good works,
15 not founded upon
them: on the contrary,
they are one of the glo-
to which
they are chofen. Saints
do not bear the roo¢, but
the root them. Ele&
anto obedience.——They
who have been elefled,
&c. fhall experience the
Holy Spirit's  fan&ifica-

tion, in beginnmg, ad-
e

vancing, and perfeéting
the work of graces in
their fouls.— he ele&,

‘.  are made to obey

God, and to imitate

Chriff, Ge. 1 faid, made
to. obey. Here perhaps

endued moreover with an
internal meetnefs for that
inheritance. This in-
ternal meetnefs for Ze/d,
can only be wrought by
the perveriing agency of
[the Manichean] Gop,
the unkoly ghoff, who
officion engaged, and
{ggk u{l(ym hir%xfglf in the
covenant of wrath, to
pervert and defile all the
reprobate people of God,
laying, I will put my latw
in their minds.
probate, &¢. through pob-
lution of the {pirit unto
difobedience. Repro-
bation, though produc-
tive of bad works is not
founded upon them : on
the contrary, they are
one of the inglorions
ends, to which they .are
reprobated.  Sinmers do
not bear the 7oot, but
the root ¢hem. Repro-
bate unto difobedience.~
They who have been
reprobated, &c. thall ex=
perience the wicked fpi-
rit’s pollution, in begin-
nin{, advancing, and
perfe@ing the work of
Jfin in -their fouls,—
The reprobates, &e. are
made to difobey the
commandments of God,
and to imitate Saten, Je..
1 faid, made to {-me.
. - Here

~ the
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the unblufhing Mr. Wefle
way afk{h arge the eleé%
then mere machines ? 1
an{wer, no. They are
made willing in the day
of God’s power.”*

Right Leg.

"ARG. 9. No. 1, [page
83, 24.] * God decreed
to bring his-ele to glory,
in a way of fané¥ification,
and in no other way but
If fo, cries Mr.
Wefley, * They fhall be
saved, whether they are
sanilified or no” * What,
notwithftanding  their
sanlification s, itlelf,
an eflential branch of the
decree concerning them ?
The man may as well
afirm  that  Abraham
might have been the pro-

enitor of mnations, -tho’
%e bad died in infancy,
&c. Equally illogical is
Mr. Welfley’s impudent

- {lander, that * the ele&

fhall be faved do what
they will,"” i. e. whether
they be Aol or not.”

23
Here perhaps the lufhing
Mr. pVVe(ley mayﬂa{k,
are the reprobates then
mere machines? I an-
{fwer, no. They ae
made willing in the day
| of God’s power.
Left Leg. .

Answ.” No. 2.°God
decreed to bring his re-:
probate to hell in a way
of fnning, and no other
way baut that. If fo,
cries Mr. Wefley, * they
fhall be damned, whether
they /fin orno,” What,

notwithftanding their fn-
ning is, itfelf, an effential

branch of the decree

.concerning them X} The

man may as well affirm,

that Paul might have
preached the golpel, viva

voce, in fifty different
regions, without travel-
|ling a ftep!” P. ag,
Equally illogical is Mr.
Wefley’s impudent {lan
der, that ¢ the Repro-
bate fhall be damned, do
what they will” i. e.
whether they be wicked
| or not. :

* Here Mr. Toplady adds, ‘* and, I believe, no body ever
yet heard of a willing machine.”  But he is miftaken ; for all
moral philofophers call mackine, whatever is fitted for frec mo-
tion, and yet has no power to begin and determine itsown
motions, Now willing, being the motion of a furit, if a
fpirit cannot will, but ss it is neceffarily made -to will, itis as
void of a felf-determining _principle, as a fire-engine, and of
confequence it is [morally fpelLing] & zacre 3 machines
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Right Leg.
AKG. 10. No. 1. [page
20.] “ Paul’s travelling,
and Paul’'s wtterance,
were as certainly, and as
neceffarily included in
the decree of the means,

- as his preaching was de-

termined by the decree
of the end.”

Right Leg. -
" Arg. 11. No. 1. [page
28, 29.] ¢ Love when
[calvinifiically] predica-
ted of God, fignifies his
eternal benevolence: i. e.
his everlafting will, pur-
pole and determination,
o deliver, blefs and [ave
his [ele@] people.” - -

% In orderto the eventual

accomplifhment of that
salvation in the Rext
world, grace is given
them in this, to preferve
them (and prelerve them
it does from doing the
¢vil they otherwife would.

This is all the eleffion
-which Calvinifm,

&c.
contends for : evep a pre-
deftination to £olinefs and
heaven.” o

: Right Leg.

- ARG. 12. No. 1. [page
83.] ** Now, il it be the
S Father's

Left Leg. -

Answ, No:. 2. The
rich !glutton’s gluttony,
and his wunmercifulne/s,
were as certainly and as
neceflarily included in
the decree of the means,
as his being tormented in
hell was gelermined by
the decree of the end.

Left Leg.
Answ. No.
when calviniftically pre-
dicated of God, fignifies
his eternal i/l-will : i. e.
his everlafting will, pur-.
pofe, and determination,
to inthral, curfe,
damn his [reprobated ]
people.---In oider to the
eventual accomplifhment
of that damnation in the
next world, wickedne/s is
given them in this, to
preferve them (and pre-
ferve them it does) trom

- doing the good they
otherwife wcﬁald.---Thic-

is all the 7reprobatian
which Calvinifm con-
tends for; even a pre-
deftination to witéeﬂgleﬁ
and Aell,
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Father’s will, that Chriff
fhould lefe none of his
ele€; if Chryft himfelf,
in confequence of their
covenant-donation to

. him, does atually give

unto. them eternal l%{e,
and folemnly avers, that
they fhall never perift :
if Godbe fo for. them,
that none can hinder

- their falvation, &c. if

they cannotbecondemned,
and nought fhall feparate

them from the Jove of.

Chrift; it clearly and in.
dvitably follows, that,

Not one of the ¢2& can

perifh; but they moft all
neceflarily be’ ./aved.
Which falvation confifts
as much in the recovery
of moral reflitude below,
as in the enjoyment of
eternal bleffednefs above.”

will, that Satan fhould
lofe nmone of bis repre<
bate; if Satan pimfelf‘,
in confequence of their
covenant - donation  to
bim, does aftually give
unto them eternal deat#,
and folemnly avers, that
they fhall never ¢fiape;
if God be foagainft
them, that none can hin-
der their damnation, &c.
if they cannot be juffified,
and nought (hall leparate
them f{rom the Aate of
Chrift ; it clearly and in<
evitably fol'ows, that,
Not one of the reprobate
can . ¢fcape;.. but they
muft all n-cellaily - be
damnéd} Which damna-
lion '(:(mﬁﬂs” as.much 1a
the being  flripped . of
moral reétitude on eqr (h,
‘as in the enduring of
1 eteinal terments in hel.

. .
e mgin s ey s i

" By fuch wrefted texts; and delufive arcpments 4
thele, it is, that Mr. Toplaly has viidicated Gud's
holinefs upon calvinian principles. Now ‘as he re-
quells that Cabvinifin may fland ypon ity legs. thet
is, upon abfoluic c/alian and abfolute refrotation :
I appeal to all the unprejudiced world, have 1 nat.
made the Diana of thie Calvinifts fland Qlvaight?
Havé I not fuffercd her 1o veft upon her left leg,
as well as upon the righ¢? It that log terminatcs
in an horribly-cloven foot; is it Mr. Welley’s’
fault,” or mine? Have "we formed the doftrinal
image, which is fet, up in myflical Geneva? s

‘the quotation produccd in my motto forged? s
C

not

o el oax P
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not abfolute reprobation one of “the dofrines of
grace” [fo called] as well as abfolute elelgorn ?
May I not thew the full face of Calviniim, as
well as her fide face? If a man pays me a guinea,
have I not a right to fufpeft that it is falfe, and to
turn it, if he that wants to pafs it, will never let me
fee the reverfe of it in a clear light? Can Mr.
Toplady blame me for holding forth calvinian #e-
probation? Canbe find fault with me for jfhewizzg,
what he fays, I am not only bound to jfkew, but to
“ defend?” If Calvinifm is “ the dofrine of
grace,” which 1 muft engage finners to efpoufe,
why fhould I ferve her as the {oldiers did the thieves

" on the crofs? Why, at leaft, fhould I break osze

of her legs. If ever I bring her into the pulpit,
the thall come upon botk “ her legs.” The chariot
of my Diana fhall be drawn by the biting ferpent,
as well as by the filly dove ; I will preach calvinian
reprobation, as well as calvinian elefion. I will be
a man of ** confcience and honour.”

And now, reader, may I not addrefs thy con/cience
and reafon, and afk; if all the fallen angels had
laid their heads together a thoufand years, to con-
trive an artful way of reproaching the living God --~
the Holy One of Ifracl, could they have done it more
effeftually than by getting myriads of proteftants

even all the Ca{viniﬁs] and myriads of papifts
even all the Dominicans, Janfenifts, &c.] to pafs
the falfe coin of abdfolute eleition and abjolute re-
robation, with this deceitful, alluring infcription ;
Necefffary holinefs unto the Lord, and this deteftable
Manichean motto on the reverfe, Mc%aq wicked.
nefs unto the Lord? And has not Mr. Toplady
prefumed too much on thy credulity, in fuppofing,
that thou wouldft never have wifdom enough to loo
at the black reverfe of the thining medal, by which
he wants to bribe thee into Calvini{m ? :

SECTION

-
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SECTION I

An anfwer to fome appeals to. feripture and rea-
fon, by which Mr. Toplaly attempts to fupport

- “the abfolutencfs and holine/s of the calvinian
decrees.

ET us fee if Mr. Toplady is happier in the

choice of his fcriptural and rational illuftra.
tions, than in that of his arguments. To fhew that
God’s decrees, refpefting man’s life and falvation,
are abfolute, or }whicb 1s all one] to fhew that the
decree of the end necellarily includes the decree of
the means, he appeals to the cale of Hezckiah,
thus: S
- Arc. XIIIL. d[page 20.] *“ God refolved that
Hezekiah fhould live fifiteen years longer than
Hezekiah expefled, &c. It was as much com-

prized in God’s decree, thWt,
drink, and fleep, during een years: and
that he fhould not jump into the fea, &c. as that
fifteen years fhould be added to his life.” From
this quotation it is evident, that Mr. Toplady would -
have us believe, that none of God’s decrees are
conditional ; that when God decrees the end, he -
does it always in fuch a manner, as to enfure the
means neceflarily in order to bring about the end;
and that Hezekiah is appealed to as a proof of this
doftrine. Unfortunate appeal ! if 1 had wanted to
rove juft the contrary, I do not know where I
xlould’ have found an example more demon ftrative
of Mr. Toplady’s miftake: witnefs the following
account. ‘* Hezekiah was fick unto death, and
Ifaiah came to him and faid, Thus faith [thus
decreeﬂ the Lord, Set thy houfe in order: for
thou fhalt die, and not lLve” 1Ila, xxxviii, 1.
Here is an explicit, peremptory decree ; ——.a de-
cree where no condition is expreflfed ; —— a de-

cree which wears a negative alpe&, Thou fhalt
: Cs " not
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not live; and a pofitive form, Thou fhalt die.
The means of executing the decree was already up-
on Hezekiah: he was sick unto death. And yet,
fo far was he from thinking, that the decree of the
end abjfolutely included that of the means, that he
fet bimfelf, upon praying for /ife and health; yea,
npon doing it as a jewifh perfe€tionift. * Then
Hezekiah turned his face towards the wall, and
prayed, Remember now, O Lord, 1 befcech thee,

- how I have walked before thee with a perfec heart,

&c. apd Hezekish wept fore. Then came the
word of the Lord to Ifaiah, faying, Go, and fay to
Hezekiah, Thus faith [thus decreeth] the Lord,
1 bave Leard thy prayer, I have feen thy tears: be-
hold 1 will add unto thy days fifteen years, ver. 2.
5. From this account it is evident, that Hezekiah
might eafily have reverfed the decree about his
life, by flabbing ot dxowning himfelf, as he. re-
verfed the deciee about his death, by weeping and
praying ;- and that Mr. Toplady has forgotton him.

~__{elf as much in producing the cafe of Hezekiah in

fupport of Celvinifm, asif he M@‘Pealed to ouy
Lioid’s ferman on the mount, in defence of the
lawlels gofpel of. the day. - R oo
A kind of infatuation attends the. wifeft men, who
openly fight tire battles of error.- In the end, their
fwords, like that of the champion. of the Philiﬁines/
do. their caufe more mifchief than fervice. Mr,
Toplady. will perhsps afford us another inflance of
it. - Afier producing Hezekiah to eflablith the . ad/o+
lutene/s of Gdd’s decrees, he calls in the firft Jewith
hero. Jofhia-is biought to demonfirate, that the
decree of #/e end always. binds upon s an -uzm-
aveidable fuvmiflion to the decree of' the means:
or;. 10 {peak more intelligibly, that God's decrees 10
biels or to xucle, .are always ablolute, and neceffitate

. us to ulemhe meaiis leading to°his blefling or his

cutfg.— — 1 °* o . .
R Axe, XIV., -

.
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* ARG, XIV. [Page 23.] * Prior to the tuking
* of Jericho, it was revealed to Jofhua, that he fhould
certainly be mafter of the place. Nay, fo peremptory
was the dacree, and fo exprefs the revelation of it,
that it was preditted as if it had already taken effeét :
F have given into thy hand Fericho, &c. This
alfurance, than which nothing could be more abfo-
lute, did not tie up Jofhua’s hands from aion,
and make him fit down without ufing the means,
which were no /efs appointed than the end. Oa
the contrary,” &c. --- Here we are given to under-
ftand, that Jothua and the Ifraelites could never
crofs any of God’s gracious decrees by negleling
the means of their accomplifhment; becaufe they
were neceffitated to ufe thofe means. Thus is

ofhua prefled into the fervice of calvinian neceffity,
and the abfolutene/s of God's decrees: Jolhua,
who of all the men in th: world, is molt unlikely
to fupport the tottering ark of calvinian neceflity.
For when he faw in the wildernefs the carcafes of"
feveral hundred thoufand perfons, to whom God
had promifed the good land of Canaan with an oath,
and who neverthelels entered not in because of un-
belief, he faw.feveral hundred thoufand proofs, that
God’s promifes are not ad/olute : and that when he
deals with rewardable and punifhable agents, the
decree of the end is. not unconditional, and does
by no means include an irreffffible decree which
binds upon them the unavoidable ule of the means.

Bat, conlider we the peculiar cafe of Jothua
him(elf. * The Lord fpake unto Jofthua, Taying,
There fhall not any man be able to ftand before thee
"all the days of thy life: --- I will not. fail thee, nor
forfake thee,” Joflh. i. 5. Nows: this. perefiptory
decree of the end, far from. neceffarily including
the means, atlually failed by a. fingle flaw in, the.
ule of .the means. The difobedience of Aehan re-
verled the decree: for he difregarded the means or
condition which God:had appointed:. “turn.not to
the right or to the left, that thou.mayeft profper.

A Cg whitherfoever
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whi.herfoever thou. goeft,” Jofh: i. 7. “Hence it
i, that, when Acban had turned to the left, the
decree failed, and we find Jothua proftrate before
the ark a whole day, with his clothes rent, and du
upon his head; lamenting the flight of Iftael before
Ai, and withing that ke had been content, and had-
duwelt on the other fide Fordan. Nor do.l fee in-
God’sanfwer to him, the leaft hint of Mr. Toplady’s
do&irine. “ Why lieft thou upon thy face? Ifrael -
hath finned, and. they have alfo tranfgrefled my
covenant: --- for they have even taken of the ac.
curfed thing, --- Therefore the children of Ifrael
could not ffand before their enemies, --- becaufe
they were accurfed : neither will I be with you any
more, except ye deftroy the accuifed thing,” Jofh.
vil. 1. 13. :

Hc'ncg'it appears, that, when MF. Toplady
appeals to Jofhua in defence of the ab/oiutene/s of
God’s decrees, be difplays his fkill in the art ot
logic, as much as if he appedled to the peremptori-
nefs of the famous decree, Yet l_/an‘y days, and
[ungodly] Ninevak Jhall be def rc%yed: and yet

nfcriptural is the

affertion, that the decree of the end enfures the
ufe of the mecans, when God tries moral agents in-
the day of falvation, .in order to pumifh or reward
them according 10 their works, in the day of judg-
ment ! ;o

Mr. Toplady fupports thefe unfortunate appeals
to [foripture, by the following appeal tovreq/fn.
., Are. XV. [Page 24.] * Suppofe. it ‘was infal-
libly revealed to an army, or to any fingle individual,
that the former {Lould certainly gain fuch a battle, -
and the latter certainly win fuch a race, would not
the army be mad to fay, Then we will not fight a
firoke ?  Would not. the races. be infane to add,
Nor will T move fo much as one of my feet, &c,
Equally illogical is'Mr, Wefley’s impudent {lander,
that The elect jhall be [aved do what they will, Se.
Either he is abfolutely unacquainted with the firft

i o oo principles
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principles of reafoning ; or bie offers up the know-
ledge Le has, asa whole burnt-facrifice on the altar
‘of malice, calumny, and falfehood.” : )

- This fevere cenfure will appear calviniftically
gratuitous, if we confider, that it is entirely founded
upon -the impropriety of the illuftrations produced
By Mr. Toplady. If he had exallly reprefented
the cafe, he woiild have faid, . Suppofe 1t was in-
fallibly revealed to an army, that they fhould cers
wainly gain . fuch .a battle; that they could do no-
thing towards the viftory by their own fighting ;'
that the batde was fought, and ab/olutely won for
them 1700 years ago; that if they refufed to fight
to-day, or if they ran away, or were taken prifon+
ers, the'r triumph would not be lefs certain; and
that putting their bottle to.tkeir neighbour’s-mouths,
and defiling their wives, inftead of fighting, would:
only make them fing vi€ory" louder, on a certain,
day called @ day of power, -when omnipotence
would fovereignly "exert itfelf in their behalf, and

" put all their enemies to flight : --- fuppole again it
was revealed to a racer, that he fhould certainly
win fuch a tace, and receive the prize, whether he
ran to-dey backward:or forward; becaufe his win-
ning the race does not at-all depend upon 4z ozn
fwift running, but upon the fwiftnefls of a great
racer, who yefterday ran the race for him, and who
‘abfolutely imputes to "him his {wift running, even
while he gets out of the courfe to chafe an ewe-.
lamb, or' vifit a Delilah; that the covenant,
which: fecures him the prize, is wunconditionally
ordered in all things and fure ; that, though he'may:
be. unwillinﬁ’to run ‘now, yet in a day of -irrefiftible
power he fhall be made willing to’ fly and receive'
the prize; and that his former loitering will only
fet off the greatnefs of the power, which is gb/o:
lutely engaged to carry him, .and all the ele& racers,’
quite from. Egypt-to Canaan in one hour, if they
bave loitered till the eleventh hour ;*’ ~—— fuppofe,’

1 fay, Mr, Tqplady had given us fuch-a jryi'vi;w‘

. 0
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of the cafe, who could charge the foldiers with
“ madnefs,” and the racer with * being izﬁme"
if they agreed to fay, * We will neither figh¢ nor
run, but take our eafe and indulge ourfelves, ¢/ the
day of power come, in which we thall irrefifiibly
be made to gain the battle, and to win the race ?
From thefe reified illuftrations, it appears, if I
am not miftaken, 1. that, when Mr. {Neﬂey ad-
vanced his confequence, he neither * fhewed him~
felf ablolutely unacquainted with the firft principles:
of reafoning;” nor * offered up the knowledge.
he has, as a whole burnt-facrifice on. the altar of:
malice, calumny, and falfehood :"”—— and 2. that,
when Mr. Toplady’s appeals to feriptare and rea-.
son are made fairly to.fland upon their legs, they:
do his dottrine as little fervice as his limping argus
meats,

Do S el )
SECTION 1V,

An anfwer to the arguments, by which Mr. Top-
lady endeavours to reconcile calvinian reproba-.

_tion with divine jufice.

WE have feen how unhappily the tranflator
of Zanchius bas reconciled his doétrines of.
race and abfolute eleGion with God’s halinefs:.
t us now fee if he has been more {uccefstul in re-
conciling his doftrines of wrath and abfolute re..
probation with divine juflice.

ARrG. XVI. [Page 35.] * Fuffice confifis in.
7endering to ecvery man his due.” Mr. Toplady.
~ gives us this narrow definition of juflice to make.
wa! for this argument : God owes us no bleffing,
and therefore he may gratuitoufly give us an ever-
lafting curfe. He does not owe us heaven, and
therefore he may juflly appoint that efernal fin and
‘damnation fhall be our unaveidable partion.---But,

1%
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is not a king unjufl when he punifhes an unavoid-
able fault wih™ uninterrupted torture, as well as
when he refufes to pay his juft debts ?
Arc. XVII. [Ibid.] ¢ God is not a debtor to .
any man.” --- True, [ flriftly fpeaking: 2 but,
. 1. Does not God owe ¢ lzz'm/é_l/);' to behave like hima
JeUf [that is, like a gracious and juff Creator ]
towards every man? --- 2. When God by his pro-
mife has engaged himfelf judicially to render to
every man according to his works, is it juit in
bim to neceffitate fome men to work righteoufnefs,
and others to work iniquity, that he may reward.
‘the former, and punifh the latter, according to arbis
trary decrees of abfolute eleftion to life, and of ab.
folute reprobation to death ? ---and g. Do not the
facred writers qbferve, that God bas condefcended
to make himfelf a debtor to his creatures by his gra-
cious promifes? Did Mr. Toplady never read,
¢ He that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto the
};ord, and look, what he layeth out it fhali be paid
him again ?” Prov. gix. 17. When evaugelica)
Paul hath fought a oond fight, does he not look fox
a crown Trom the juff Fudge, and declarethat Ged
is not unrighteous to forget our labour of loved
and if we confefs our fins, 18 not God bound by his
Jaflice, as well as by his faithfulnefs, to forgive and
cleanfe usf . 2 Jobni. g, . = C
- Arc. XVIIL [1bid.] “If it .can ‘be proved,
that He [God] ewes {dlvation to every rational
beipg - he ‘has. made; then, and then only, will it
follow, that .God is uajaft in. net paying this debs
of falvation to each, &c.--- . What. thadow of ina
jullice can be faftened on'his condu&,’ for, in fome
cafes, withholding what: he does not owe ? ”-..This
argument is produced by Mr. Toplady in a variety
of dreffes. %heﬂaw of it confifts ‘in fuppofing,
that there can be no medinm bewween denying eters
nal falvation, and appointing to etexnal damnation
and that, becaufe God may abfolutely ele€t as many
of his creatusgs as he pleafcs.to a grown of gloryy
. ' he

T R
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he may ab/olutely reprobate as many as Calvinifnr
pleales to eternal fin and everlafting burnings. The
abfurdity of this conclufion will be difcovered by
the reader, if be looks at it through the glafs of the
following illuftrations. MTr. ']’op?ady is not obliged
by any rule of juftice, to give Mr. Wefley an hun-
dred pounds, becaufe he owes him no money; and
therefore Mr. T. may give Mr. Wefley an hundred
gratuitous Rripes, without breaking any rule of jus-
tice. The king may without injuftice gratuitoufly
give a thoufand pounds to one man, ten thoufand to
another, an hundred to a third, and nothing to 2
fourth, and therefore the king may alfo, without in-
juRice, gratuitoufly give an hundred ftabs to one
man, a thoufand to another, and ten thoufand to a
third ; or he may neceffitate them to offend, that he
may hang and burn them with a I/Low of juftice.
Arc. XIX. [Pige 36.] “I defy any man to
fhew in what fingle refpeét the aftual limitation of
happinefs itfelf is a jot more juft and equitable (in
a Being poflefled of infinite power) than the decre-
tive limitation of the perfons who fhall enjoy that
bappinefs.” === The queflion is not whether God
can jultly limitate the happinefs of man, or the
number of the men, whom he will raife to fuck
and - fack heights of bappinefs. This we never

difputed : on the contrary, we afert with our Lord,

that when God gives degrees of happinefs, as a Be-
nefallor, he may do what he pleafes with his vwn ;
he may give five talents to one man, orto five
thoufand men; and ¢wy talents to {wo men, or
twy millions of men. --- Wherein then does the
fallacy of Mr. Toplady’s argument confi? In
this moft irrational and unjuft conclufion: God
may, without tnjuflice, limit the happinefs of his
human - creatures, and the numéber of thofe, who
fhall enjoy /fuck and fuch a degree of happine(s;

and therefore, he may alfo without injuffice abfos

lutely reprobate as many of his unborn creatures

# he pleafes, and decree to protraét their
. o ’ infernal

-
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infernal torments to all eternity, after having
firft decreed their meceffary fall into fin, and their

_ meceffary continuance 1n fin, as neceffary means in

order to their neceffary end, which s eternal dam-
nation. Is not this an admirable Vindication of
Calvin's decrees? Who does not fee that the con=
clufion has no more to do with the premifes, than in
the following argument: the Lord Chancellor may
without injuflice prefent Mr. T. to a living of fifty
pounds, or to one of two hundred pounds, or he
maX' reprobate Mr. T. from all the crown-livings ;
and therefore the Lord Chancellor may, without in-
Juftice, fue Mr. T. for fifty founds or two hundred
pounds whenever he pleafes. What name fhall we
give to the Logic which deals in fuch arguments as
thefe ?

ArG. XX. [Page 37.] *“ He [man] derives .
his exiftence from God, and therefore [fays Armi-
nianifm] * God is bound to make their exiftence
kappy.” 1 would rather fay, God is bound both
by t{;e're&itude of his nature, and by the promifes -
of his . golpel, not to reprobate any man to remedi.
lefs fin and eternal mifery, till he hasa&ually deferved
fuch a dieadful reprobation, at leaft by one bad
thought, which he was not abfolutely predeftinated
to think. But Calvinifm fays, that God abfolutely
reprobated a majority of men, before they thought
their firft thought, or drew their firft breath. If
Mr. Toplady had flated the cafe in this plain man«
ner, all his readers would have feen his do&irine of
wrath without a veil, and would have fhuddered at
the fight, - ,

Arc. XXI. [Ibid] * If God owes falvation to
all his creatures as fuck, even the workers of ini-

?' will be faved, or God maft ceafe to be juft.”
--- I never heard any Arminian fay, that God owes
salvation, i. e. heavenly glory, to -all his creatures
as fuck; for then all borles, being God’s creatures
as well as men, would be taken to heaven : but we
mainfain, that God will never mediately enail ze-
c¢ffary, remediless fin upon any of his crcat:l;xres.

. - at -
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that he may infallibly punifh them with eternal dam-
nation. And we -affert, that, if God had not gra-
cioufly defigned to replace all mankind in a flate of
mitial falvarion from fin and hell, according to the
various difpenfations of his redeeming grace, he
would have purithed Adam’s: perfonal fin by a per-
sanal damnation. Nor would he have fuffered him
to propagate his fallen race, unlefs the fecond Adam_
had extended the blefling of redemption fo far as-to
fave from eternalmifery all who die in‘their infancy,
and to- put all who live long enough o att as moralZ
agents, in a capgcity of avoiding hell by working oue
their own eternal falvation in the day of their tem= -
porary falvation : -.-a day this, which inconfiflent
Calvinifls call *‘-the day of grace.” -

Mr. Toplady, aficr decrying our dofirine of
grace, -as leading to grofs iniquity, indireétly owns,
that the conditionality of the promife of eternal
falvation guards our goflpel againft the charge of
Antinomianifm, --- a dreadful charge this, which
falls-fo heavily on Calvinifm. Confcious that he
cannot - defend his lawlefs, unconditional elettion
to cternal life, and his wrathful, unconditionat re-
probation to etetnal death, without taking the con
ditionality of eiernal falvation out of the way, he
attempts to do it by the following dilemma.

Arc. XXII. [Page 38.] *Is falvation due to'
a man that does not perform thofe conditions?  If
you fay, yes; you jump, hand over head; into
what you yourfelf call- Antinomiant/m. --- I you
fay, that falvition is mot due to-aman, unlefs he
do fulfil the conditions ; it will follow, that man’s
own performances ave merjtorious of falvation, and
bring God himfelf into debt.” - - .

We anfwer 1. "~ To fow the tares of Calvinifm,
-~ Mr. Toplady raifes an artificial night by confound-
ing the- fparing' falvation of - the -Father --- the’
atoning [alvation of the Son=s‘the ‘comvincing,
converling, and perféfling falvation of the Spint,
. Yea, he confounds a&ual  jalvotidn from afth;u.
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fand temporal evils, — temporary  falvation from
death and hell, — initial falvation from the guilt and.
power of fin — prefent Jalvation into the bleffings
of Chriftianity, Judaifm, or Gentilifm,~ continyed
salvation into thefe bleflings, — eternal falvation
from death and hell, —and ¢ternal Jalvation into
glory and heaven : — he confounds, I fay, all thefe

egrees of falvation, which is as abfurd as if he
confounded ali degrees of life, --- the life of an
€mbryo,~--of a fucking child, --. of a fchool-boy-+«
of a youth, ... of a man, .. of a departed faint, --«
and of an angel. When he has thys fhuffled his

.cards, and played the dangerous game of confufion,

what wonder is it if he wins it, and makes his jn-
attentive readers believe, that what can be affirmed
with truth of falvation inte keavenly glory, muft
be true alfo, when it is affirmed of _/c'z/gatt'an dfzom
everlafling burnings; and that becaule Go. does
not owe kegven and angelical Lonours to unborn
children, he may ju/l/y reprobate them to £ef/ and
10 fatanical, remedilels wz'céedrzreﬁ as the way to it,

2. Diftinguithing wh.t Mr, opludy confounds,
we do not lg?cruple to mainiain, that though God is
not bound to give extflence, much lcfs &eauenly
glory, to any creature; yet, all his creatures, who
never perfonally offended him, Lave a rizjy to ex-

& at his hands falvation Jrem everlajlvz’ng Sire,

. till they have deferved his efzrnal aud abfolute ye.

probation, by commining‘fome perforial, and avoid.
able offence, Hence it js, that "all mankind are
born in a fate of inferior falvation: for they are
all-born -out of eternal fiie : and 15 be out of hell
is a confiderable degree of Jalvation, unlefs we are
{uffered to live wnazvoidally o deferve‘everlaﬁing
burnings, which is the cafe of al| Calvin’s imagi~
nary reprobates. ’ .

8. Mr. Toplady « throws out a barret for the

amufement of the whale, to kcep him in pla . and
make him Jofc fight of tl;; thip,™ - ghvep’j;gg,?,’
. N e Al . ‘ ' B . . ‘gr‘ B
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Yor, in otder to make us lole fight of abfoluie re
prodation, remedsle(s tvickedriefs, and everlaflin
JSire, which [if Calvinifm be true] 1s the unavoid-
able ot of the greatéft pait of mapkind, even in
their mother’s womb; he throws out this ambiguous:
éxprellion, falvation due: Juft as if ihere were no
medium beiwéen /alvation due, and calvinian re-,
firvobation due !  whereas it is evidént, that there is
the ‘medtum of non-creation, or that of deffruction
in a flate of [eminal exiffence.

- 4+ The flaw of Mr. Toplady’s argument will
a’Epea"r in its proper magnitude, "if we look at it
through the following illuflration. A whole'regi-
iknt is-led ‘to the /eft by the colonel, whom the
general wanted to turn to the right. The colonel,
who' is gerfonally in the fault, is pardoned; and

. five" hundred of the- foldiers, who by the over-

béaring influence of their colopel’s difobedience,
Wwere_neceffitated to move to the /ef2, are appointed
to be hangéd for not going to the right. The
general fends to Geneva for Tertullus, who vindi-
cates the juflice of the execution by the follow.

- ing fpeech.” * Preferment is mot due to obedient
foﬁli

ers, much lefs to foldiers who have neceffarily
i /obeyed orders ; and therefore your gracious gene-
ral ags' confiftently with ju/ffice, in appointing thele
five hundred foldiers to be hanged, for, as there is
no medium between not promoting' foldiers and
hanging them, he might jultly have banged the
whote regiment. ,He 1s nqt bound, by apy. law, to

ive any foldier a captain’s commiffion; ,and there-
%or‘e He' is perfefly ju/ff, when he fends thefe mi.
litary ‘reprobates to the gallows.” . Some of: the aus
ditors clap Tertullus’ argument :| 'P.. O, crieg out
that itis *mof maflerly:” but a few of the fol.
diers are not quite convinced, .and-begin to queflion
rhether the holy, fervice of the mild Sguiour gf
;;z‘e -wérld, is not preferable to the antinomdan fer-
vice -of the abfolute Reprobator of countlels mya

~

riads of unborn infants:
‘ 5. The
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ANSWER 1o Mr. TOPLADY. g9
- 5, The other flaw of Mr. Toplady’s dilemma con-
Sifls in' fuppofing that gofpel-worthinefs. is incom-
patible " with the go/‘bc/g; whereas all the doflrines
of juflice, which™ make one kalf of the gofpel,
ftand ‘or fall with the doétrine of evangelical wor-
thinefs. 'We will fhout it on the walls of myftic
Gepevat they that follow Chrift fhall walk with
‘kim in white, rather than they that-follow antichrift;
Jor they are [more] worthy. --- * Watch and pray
a]w'z;yg, that yoy may be accounted worthy “to -
-elcape, and to fland [rewardable] before the Son of
Man. --- Whatever ye do, do 1t heartily as to the
Lord,” &c.” Knqwing  that of the Lord ye fhall re-
‘ceive the reward ¢f the inkeritance,” --- For he wiil
fay, jo the great day of retribution, .+ Come, ye
blefled, inkerzt the kingdom, &c. for I was hungry
and ye¢ gave me meat, &c: --- Go, ye'curfed, into
‘everlafting fire, &c. far 1 was hungry and ye gave
me. no meat,” &c. --- The. doftrine of . pharifaic
‘merit ‘we abbor: but the do&rine of rewardable
.obediepce we hopour, defend, and extol. Believers,
et .not My. Toplady. *beguile yau of your re-
‘ward through voluntary humility.---If ye live after
;Eqﬂeﬂl e fhall di¢: but if ye, thrqugh the {pirit,
“do nj@rtily_ the degds of the boé,y, ye. ﬁnll_livc’. .-
“Whatfoever a man foweth, ¢hat fhall be alfo reap.
——— For we fhall all appear before the judgment
feat of Chrift, that every one may receive the
things dong in the body, according to that he hath
.done, whether it be good or bad.  Look to your-
felyes, that ye..lofe not the things which ye have
.wrought.”-.« S¢ fight that you may not be repro-
Jbated by remunerative juftice. --- ¥ So run, that
you may. [judiciallyhobtain, an. incorruptible
crown: :-- Remember Lot’s wife.” --- By patient
pntinuance in well-doing Jeek for glory : and 03
.accgrdinlg to his gracjous promifes, will render yo
eterngl Lifes) for he is not uptrye, to break "hls
evangglica %Lomife; nor anrighteous, to ferget
Jour work_that proceedetly, from love. Your per-
c . 777 Da T 'fcvcrin’gi

[y
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fevering obedienee fhall be gracioufly rewarded by
& crown of Yighteoufnefs, whick the Eord the n16H=
TEOUS JUDGE, fkall give you at that day; and
then great r/Imll te your reward in heaven. For
‘Chrift himfclf hath faid, ¢ Be faithful unto death,
and I will give thee the crown of life. " --- My
:;ﬁcep Jollow me, and I give unto them eternal ltfe
in glory, For I am the author of ETERNAL sal+
wation to them that OBrY me. What can be
plainer than this gofpel ! Shall the abfurd cries of
Popery ! Merit ! ‘&c. make us athamed of Chrift’s
‘difciples; of Chrift’s words; and of Chrift him-
felf ! God forbid! Let the fcriptures --- let God
bc true, though Mr. Toplady fhould be miftaken.
Arc. XXIIIL };Page 38.] “If he [Gop] be
not obliged, in juflice, to fave mankird, then neie

“ther is he unjuft in paffing by fome: nay he migke,

_had he fo pleafed, have paffed by the whole of man-
kind, without ele&ting any one individual of the fallen
‘sace; and yet have continued holy, juff and good.”
" True: he might have paffed them by without
fixing any blot upon his juftice and goodnefs, if by
paffing them by, Mr. T. means, leaving them in the

“wretched ftate of femiual exiftence, in which ftate

his vind:&ive juftice found them after Adam’s fall.
For then, an unknown punifkment feminally endur-
ed, would have borne a juft proportion toan u#-
known fin feminally committed. ' But if, by paffing
some men by, this gentleman means, as Calvinilm
‘does, *“ abfolutely predeflinating fome men to ne-
ceffary, remedilefs fin, and to unavoidable, eternal .
"damnaton :*  we deny that God might jufly have
‘paffed by the whole of “mankind : —we deny that he
might ju/ily have paffed by one fingle man, woman
‘or child. Nay, we affirm; that; if we conceive Satan,
“or the evil Principle of Maaes, an exerting, creative
“power, we could not conceive him worfe employed,
“than in forming an abfolute reprobate in embryo:
“that is, * a creature unconditionally, and abfolutely

. “doomed to remedilefls wickednefs, and everlafting

As

fire™
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. As the fimple are frequently impofed upon by an
artfu] fubfituting of the haimlels word pg/fing b)j;
for the terrible word gb/olutely reprobating 1o deatk,
1.beg leave to fhey, by a fimile, the vai} difference
there is between thele iwo phrafes. A king may
without jnjuftice pa/s by all the beggars in the
flreets, withopt giving them apy bounty ; becanfe,
if be dqes, them no good in thus pafing them by,
be does them no harm.” But fuppole he called two
captaios of his guards, and faid to the fir/?, 1t you
lee me pafs by litje, dirty beggars without giving
ql,x;)s‘, Abrow them into the mire, or if their parents
Bave caft them into the dirt, keep them there ; then
let the fecond captain follow with his men, an
take gll the dirty beggars who have been thus pa/fed
by, and throw them, for being dirty, into-a f‘ar'na
hotter than that of Nebuchadnezzar’s :—Suppo g,c‘f
fay, the king pafed his little, indigent fubjx:@vs‘,{q
in_thjs manner, would not his dccree of preterstion
be a more than diabolical piece of cruelty P I need
not jnform my judicious readers, that, the pafing Ey
of the king reprefents calvinian paffing by, that i,
abjolute .veprabgtion (o death ; — that the firfi capr
tain, who throws little beggars into the. dirt, or
keeps them there, reprefents the de,c,ne;f the meansg,
‘which geceffitates the reprobate to /in, or to continue
‘in fin; — and that the Jecond captain reprefents
the decree of the end, which neceffitates them to go
Ao everlafling burnings, . T
Arc. XXJV. [Page 39.] Mr. Toplady en-
deayours to recoptile  calvinian reprobation with
divine juftice, by an appeal “10 God's firqbidéutial
dealings with men in the prefent %e." . His verbole
.argument, ftript of its ()cne\ja.”Ve[s..andvbrgyglit
“naked to open light, may run thus: * If God m
. withput ipjuflice, ablolutely place the fons of Adam
.in circymflances of temporary mifery, he may alfo
_withous injuftjce, reprobate them to.cterpal tor-
-1oents: but he may juftly place the fans of Adam. in
.circumitances of wemporary ifery: witpefs - his
o D3 ¢ altually”



42 ANSWER to Mr. TOPLADY.

altually doing it : and therefore he may without ine
juftice reprobate them to eternal torments and te
semedilefs fin, as the way to thole torments."-
The flaw of this argument is in the firft propofitiorr,
and confifts in fuppofing, that, becau can
juftly appoint us to fuffer a light afffillion, whick
{comparatively-fpeaking | ts but for a moment, and
whick [if we are not perverfely wanting 'to our=
felves] will work for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17; he can alfo
juftly appoint us to remedilefs wickednefs and eter-
nal damnation. This conclufion is all of a piece’
with the following argument. A father may juftly
unifh his difobedient child with a rod, an«g give
xis fick child a bitter medicine ; and therefore he
may juflly break all his bones with a forge-ham-
mer, and daily drench him with melted lead. - To
roduce fuch abfurd confequences without a mafk,
is fufficiently to anfwer them. See farther what is
faid upon page 42. . '
Arc.: XXV. {Page 40.] Mr. Toplady is, if
poffible, ftill more abundantly miftaken, while, to
prove the juflice of calvinian reprobation he appeals
to the real INEQUALITY of proyidential J:);n-
butions below. — We cannot * pronounce the great
Father of all unjuff, becaufe he does not make all
his offspring EQUALLY rick, geod, and bappy e
and therefore, God may jusTLY r;prabale fome
of thewm to eternal mifery: Juft as it inferior des
grees of goodnefs and happine(s, were the fame
thing as remedi ¢{f fuickedne/s, and eternal mifery!
ARG. XXVL ‘TIbid.] * The devils may be
caft down to hell to be everlaftingly damned, and
be appointed thereto; and it gives no great concern.
No hard thoughts againft God arife: no charge of
cruelty, injuftice” &c. Indeed if Dr, Gill, whom
Mr. 'i:op]ady quotes, infinuated, that God had aé-

- solutely predeftinated myriads of angels to- evers

Tafling damnation, through the appointed means of
““ﬁg’) fin; and that God had made this appointa
’ mend
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ment thoufands of yedrs before moft of thofe angels
had any perfonal exiftence, it would give us grea?
concern, both for the honour of God’s juftice, and
for the angels fo cruelly treated by free wrath. But
as matters are, the cafe of devils gives us no great’
concern, becaufe they fell dnowingly, wilfully, and
without meceffity. To the end ol the day of their
vifitation ‘they perfonally rejefted God’s gracious
counfel towards them: and, as they obflinately re-
fufed to fubferve the judicial di/play of his re
munerative BOUNTY, it is highly agreeable to rea.
fon and equity, that they fhould ¥ub erve the judi-
cial difplay of his vindiflive jusTIiCE. ’

ArG. XXVII. [Page 41.i| “The king of Great
Biitain has unlimited right ot peerage, &c. Will
any body be fo weak and perverfe as to chirge him
with Tyranny and Injuftice, only becaufe it is not
his will, though it is in his power, to make al] his
fubjefts noblemen ? ”” —— This is another barrel
thrown out to the whale. This illuftration does

_not touch, but conceal the queftion. For the
- fimilar queftion is, not whether the king is unjuft

in leaving gentlemen and tradefmen among the
gentry and commonalty, but whether he could,
without injuflice and tyranmy, pretend, that, be-
caufe he has an unfimited right of PEERAGE, he
has allo an unlimited right [of what I beg leave to
call] FELONAGE,—a calvinian right this, of ap-
ointing whom he pleafes to rob and murder, that
ﬁe may appoint whom he pleafes to a cell in New-
ate, and a fwing at Tyburn. This is the true
ate of the cafe. If Mr. T. has caft a veil over
it, it 1s a fign that he is not deflitute of the feelin
of juflice, and that if he durft look at his Manichean
pitture of God’s Sovereignty, without a veil, he
-would torn from it with the fame precipitancy, with
which he would fart back from the abomination of
the Moabites, or from the grim idol to which mis-
taken Ifraclites facrificed their children in the valloy
of Hipnom, .- . . . Lo 4
.o ' AlGo
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ARG9 XXVIH' [Pﬂﬁ 49"] i Mifﬂ)', lbougb
endured byt for a year, &, isin ifs own nature,
and for the time bging, as tzuly mifery,. a5 it would
be if protrafled ever fo long, &c.- And God ecan
no more ceafe to be juf? for a year, or foraman’s
lifestime, than he can ceafe to be jult for a century,
or for ever. By the .fame ruyle that he can, and
does, without impeachment of his moral attributes,
permit any one Baing to he mifermble for a noment ;
he may permit that Bejng $0, be. miferable for &
wmuch Janger time: and fo op, ad fwitums; erm- =
That is, in plain Englith, for evar, = The abfurdicyr
of this argument may be {ufficiently pointed ont by
a fimijar plea. A furgepn may, without injuflice,
open an impoflhume in my breaft and give me pain
far an hour, and therefore he may juftly fcarify
me, and flay me aliye ten years.——A judge may,
without impeachment of his juftice, order a man
to be burnt in the hand for 2 moment, and there-
fore his juftice will continue unftained, if he or»
ders red-hot irons to he applied to that man’s hands
and feet, back and breaft, “ qd infinitum.” 1 hope
thst when Mr. Toplady. threw.this ferap of Laun’
over the nakednefs of hjs Diana, his good-natuie
fuggefted, that fhe is too hoxrible to be looked at
withoyt a2 veil.  But conld be not haye borrowed
the Janguage of mother-church, witbaut borrowing
3 maxim which might fhock any inquifitor, and
might bave put Banner himfelf to a fland 7 .
.. ArG. XXI1X. [Page 44.] *“ He [God] per-
gits, and. has for near 6000 years permitted the
eign of natural evil, Wpon the fame : principle,
Anight he :nas extend its zeign,1o-= a.pever-ending
duratigp. ? '+ He might, if a_never-ending line
of moral eusl perfonally and avoidahly brought on
by frec-agents upon tz’m/elves, .called for a:never-
ending line.of penal mifery 3 and our Lord himfelf
Kays,  that. ke wilf :.:tl;fefe:'rtlm%micked, who hawe
fnrally bardened themlelves - fhall: go. .away. - ink

EVERLASTING puntfhment == where.:dhar worn
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DIETH NOT, and the fire is NOT QUENCHEDy

Matt. xxv. 46. Mark ix. 48. ,
ARc. XXX. [Ibid] *But fill the old diffi-

‘culty |a difficulty which Arminiani{fm will never

folve] &c. the old difficulty furvives; how came

“moral evil to be permitted, when it might as eafily

have been hindered, by a Being of infinite goodne/s,

‘power and wifdom P — Page 39, Mr. Toplady
’ gpeaks partly the fame language; giving us to un-
er

ftand as openly as he dares, that God work-
eth all things in all men, even wickednefs in the

“wicked. His pernicious, though guarded infinua~
-tion runs thus: *“you will find it extremely dif.
‘ficult, (may I not fay, impofible#) to point out
“the difference between permiffion and defign; in a
‘being poffefled (as God molit cenainl’y is) of umn-

limited wi/dom and unlimited power.”’ —— Hence

-we are given to unierftand, that, becaufe God does
"not abfolutely hinder the commiflion of fin, “t
‘would non-plus all the fagacity of man, fhould we
“attempt clarl'y to fhew wherein the difference lies,”
‘between God's permitting fin, and his defigning or

Jecrmmn; or [to fpeak with more candor] be~
's placing iree-agems in a flate of proe
bation with a firi& charge not to fin, and between

“his bein% the author of fin. Is not thisa *“moRk
o vidence of Gons ™ Tuppod

:¢ vidence of Gop; ” fuppofing you mean by. god,
‘the fin begetting deity w?orﬂiipped by the ani-.
"chees ? This antinomian blow at the root of divine
‘holinefs is dangerous: I fhall therefore ward it off

- Vindication of the decrees and pro-

by various anfwers, * - = S
1. When Gobp -placed man in paradile, far

“from permitting bim to fin, he friltly forbad bim

to do ft. Is it right then in Mr. T, to call Gop

"¢ the Permitter fin,” when the fcriﬁtures re.

prefent him as the Forbidder of it?. Nay is it
‘not very wrongto pour fhame'upon the holinefs of
Gob, and abfurdity upon the reafon of man, by
making a calviniftic world believe, that farh'dtgn‘
S an
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and' threatrging is one and the fame thing with
permitting and giving legve; or at leafl, .théﬁ the
‘difference is ‘fa’ trifling, that - * all the fagacity of
man will find it extremely difficult, not to:fay im-
-poffible, clearly to point it out?” - , ‘
" -a. I pretend ta a very litle fhare of .o/l tke Ja-
gacity J man; - and yet, without being won:plus’d
at all, I hope to {hew'by the foillowing illuftration,
that there is a’ prodigiaus difference between .zq¥
Aindering, and defign, in the cafe of the entgring
inof ﬁll.' ’ ) . . ;'j 3
- .M general wants. to-try the faithfulpefs of . ‘his
Joldiers, :that he may reward vhele who wil{ §ght,
and i punifh thofe wha wi{l{_go-over to the enemy;:
An ‘order to ‘difplay, hetore all the aymy, his lowe
-of bravery,. hia hatréd of cowardice, his remunerg-
tiw':gooze‘fs,m(l his impartial juftice. To thys
nd, ‘he. iffues out a proclamation, impadting that
alt the. volunieersy who- fhall _gallantly keep -the
field in fuch an . importans engagement, -fhall
fuade captaias ; @nd that all.thofe who fhall go over
1o -the ¢énemy fhall be fhot.. § fuppefe bim endued
+with -infinite wi{dom, knowledge and power., . By
4hiy omaifdtence: ha. fees shat. fome wilf dofert: by

iy omaipotence; be could indeed hinder them from

doimg it: dor ke could: dhain them 3}l to fo mamy
Ioﬂs fuck-in the ground around their colpurs : - but

is: infinste wifdom does not. permit;him to do ib;
as it would be @.piece of magdpefs in him, to defegt
by forcible means his defign-of frying the courage
ol _his. foldiers, in:order to tveward and pynifh
them according to their gallant -ot cowardly, b*-
daviour in the field. .And therefore, though he s
jperfuaded that .rdany. will be fhot, be puts his pro-
clamation in, force; becaufe, upan the whale, jt
awill beft anlwer his wife defigns.. However, as be
does not defire, much Jels defign, that anyof his
Toldiers. fiould. be.fhot. for.delertipn, he does, what
-bis wifdom permits him to do to prevent; their going
poer to the cnemy; and yet, for the above-men-

~ tidned
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tioned. veafon, he doksinét. whfblutely Winderthem
Trotn doing it.  Now, infuch'a cafe, who dbes n
fee that the difference between not abfolutely hindets
g and defipning, is as difcernible as the difference
between reafomand folly; ---or between wifdovk and
wickednzf}¢ By fuch *dangerous " infinuations as
Ahat, which this illuftration expofes, the fimpleare
imperceptibly fed to confound Chrift and Bélial
and. to think, that there is Jistle difference betwedn
the celeftial Patent-of good, and the Mabichezn
Parent of good and ¢vil; —— the Janus of the
fatalifts, who wears two faces, an angel’s facs; and
a devil’s face ; a mongtel, imaginary god this, whofé
fancied ways are, like his fancied nature, fail of
dyp[,"a;?,l : . . S R TR

: 3 o the preceding illufttation I beg leave 1o
add the following argumétit,  No uwaprejudiced
perfon ‘will,- I hope, refufe his affent:td the uuth
of this propofition.. A world, wherein there are
vational frec-agents, er'«ﬁnﬁe\s aM“hen §==frrge
tional free-agents; like dogs ahdthorfes jiaw necep
sary agents, like plants and trées; s and dead
‘matter, like - flofiés and -clods: of earth. < Such
a werl, T fay, is -as fauch fuperior in iperfottion
t0--a. ~werld, where- there are ‘only - neceffury
agents, and dead matter; as & phce: inhabited by
dearned ‘men ohd ‘cutious brdfs, comtdins thore
‘wonders ‘than one, which is only Rocked with. fne
Slowers and cariows Jones. ‘litnliis bs geaimed, #t
wneceflarily < follows, Abar' this world was ‘the moft
perfelt which GoD ‘touldl ereate, o difplay-his in-
fimite power -and manifold wifdem. —— Now, in
‘the ‘Very. matute- 6f things," rétional - free-agenis,
being ‘capable:-of- krfowing theil -Creator, owe o
-him -gratittide - #40d obediente ¢ dnd tb ‘one anather,

- -affiftance and Wve s dad therefore they dte under \¢

Haw, which ;[u‘ Sree-agents) they'tiay A%p-or breng,
Qs *hey.'pleh €. e u I e ',':‘:? SR
. But, could met Gon ezeffldle freéugnts vo

Yes,

-
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. Yes, fays Calvinifm, for he is endued with ¢né
Jenite power: but fcripture, good fenfe, and matter
of falt, fays No: becaule, although Gon is en-
dued with infinite power, he is allo endued with
infinite wifdom. And it would be as abfurd to
create: ‘:ﬁ'«-ageu: in order to neceffitate them, as to
do a thing in order to undo it. Befides [I repeat
it} Gob’s diffributive juflice could never be dif-
played, nor could free obedience be paid by ration-
als, and crowned by the Rewarder and udge of
&ll. the earth, unlefs rationals were free-unlling
creatures. And therefore, the moment you abfo-
lutely ut?&ate them, you deftroy them as free-
agents, and you rob Gob of two of his moft glo-
rious titles, that of Rewarder, and that of Fadge.
Thus we account for the origin of evil in a fcrip-
tural and rational manner, without the help of Fa-
talifm, Manicheifm, or Calvinifm. Mr. Toplady
e, XXXL [P 45] * Oh, but
- RG. . age s Y ut .-
God himfelf 1s a free-aien‘t‘,‘_"th‘gx‘ h his will is ze-
cqfarily, umchangeadly, and fingly determined to
ood, and to goed ondy. So are the ele&t angels.
go are the glorified fouls of faints departed, &ec.
end fo might Adam have been, had Gob fo plealed-
“to have fo created him,” : )
. Thisis the gtand-obgeaion of Prefident Edwards,
which I have anfwered in the Scripture-Scales, page
278, &c. 1 thall, however, make heie a few re-
marks upon it. — If * Gop worketh all things,
&c. even wickednefs in the wicked,” as the con-
Miftent predeflinarians direflly or indiretlly tell us ;
it 18 ablurd in them to plead, that be is fingly de~
-termined to good, and to goad ¢nly: tor ever
‘body knows that the god of Manes is full of dupis-
.oity: having an ew! principle, which abfolutely
predeflinates, and caufes all the mickedne/s! and
a good principle,  which ab/olulely fredg/!inata;
/E { ‘ rid. As for
the Ged of chriftians, he is not fo necefitated to
S ; ) do

T TR T
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do that which is good, but he might, if Ae wonld,
‘do’ the moft. aftonithing a&t of injuftice and bar-
barity : for he might, if ke would, abfolutely doom
‘myriads of unborn infants to remedtle/s wicked-
‘nefs and everlafling fire, before they have deferved
‘this dreadful doom,fo much as by the awkard mo-
‘tion of their. hittle finger. Nor need I tell Mr.
Toplady this, who believes, that Gop has aétually
‘deone fo. o ' '
» 2. Gob is.not in a flate.of probation under a
fuperior Being, ‘who calls himfelf the' Rewarder,
-and who fays, ‘“Vengeance is mine, and I will
repay :” nor fhall he ever be tricd by one who
will judicially render to him according to what
‘he hath done, whelher it be.good or bad. .

- g. If faithful angels are.unchangeably fixed in
“virtue, -and .unfaithful angels in vice, the fixedne/s
“of their nature is the confequence of the good ar
bad ufe, which-they have made of..their fliberty;
:and therefore their confirmation in goad, or in epil,
-flows from a judicial elettion ar reprobation, which
~difplays thé di/ixibutive yuflice'of their Judge, Re-
-warder, and Avenger., = . . c i, L

* 4.  Nothing can be more ahfurd than to couple
“abjolute meceffity with moral free agency.  Aungels

and glorified fouls are neceffitated 1o ferve Gop and

-love one:another, as.a.good man is necefitated. not
-to murder the king, and nat to:blow. his awn brains
~outs - ‘Suth .a neceffity is far from being ab/olute, :
ofor, if : @ 'good ' man would, he: might ‘graduvally
-overcome. his relutance to-the greateft .crimes.
~Thas -David, whe was, no doubt, - as chafte and
‘Joving once.as :Jofeph, overcame his ftrong averfion
e adultery and murder.. . v

. Should it be faid, What ? ( Can: glatified faints
.and angels fall away? Fieply: they will never
fall :away,. becaufe:they dre calted ‘off sthe: ftage of
prodation; Rand :far.above the reach. of: temptation

and have hencefortk crowns of 'rig&t‘tn?tl;f:.laid.gp
Jor them, which the L«gd. the g tcous-‘]im// ey

a
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Shall give them at that day. In the mean time,
they reff from their [probaiory] labours, and their
works fotlowthem-—But Rill, ia the nature
things, they are as able to-difobey, as Joleph was
0 commit adul:ery, if he hadfet his heart upon it:
for, if they had no capacity of difobeying, the
would have »o capacity ot obeying in the moral fenfe

_ of the ward : their obedience would be as neceﬂary.

and as far from morality, as the paflive obedience
of a leaden ball, which you dsrep, with an abfurd
‘command to tend towards the centre. If I am not
miftaken, thefe anfwers fully fet afide Mr. T’s. ar-
‘gument taken from the neceffary goodnefs of God,
sangels, and glorified faints,

Arc. XXXII. [Page 45.] * Gop is, and
cannot dut be, inviolably i'u , amidit all the {uffer-
ings of fallen angels and fallen men, inveluntary
beings as they are. And he will continue to be_jug

. 4n all thel' arcjlcl to fuffer.” — That Gop 15,

and will be, jufl, in all that fallen angels and men
have fuffered, and may yet fuffer, is mof true, be.
<caule they are voluntary Beings [Mr. Toplady
fays,” * involuntary Beings™] ang Jrec-agents, [Mr.
“Toplady would fay, na;jary agents] who perfonally
deferve what they fuller; or who, if they fuffer
without perfonal offence, as infants do, have in
“Chrift a rich cordial, and an efficacious remedy,
which wil! caufe their Zemporary fufferings to an-
fwer to all eternity the moft admirable ends for
‘themfelves, if they do not reje& God’s gracious,
- caftigatory, probatory, or purificatory counfels to-
-wards them, when they come to a& as free-agents.

"+ But that Gop s and will be juff in abfolutely or-

daining * involuntary beings” to fin and be damned,

"-is what has not yet been proved by one argument

- which can bear the light. However, Mr, Toplady,
‘with the confidence which fuits his peculiar logic,
concludes this part of his fubjett by the following

- seiumphal exclamation :

. ’ . ARG,
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Arc. XXXIII. [Ibid.] “ And if fo, what -

eomes of the objeltion to God's decree of preterition”
a foft word for abjolute reprobation to remedilefs

in and eternal death)] ‘‘drawn from the article
of injuflice?” .

Why it ftands in full force, notwithflanding all
the arguments which have yet been produced. Nay,
the way to fhew that an objc&ion is unanfwerable, "
73 to anlwer it, as Mr. Toplady has done; that is,
by. praducing arguments which ¢qually thock reafon
and confcience, and which are crowned with this
pew paradox: * fallen angels, and fallen men,
are involuntary Beings.” n%o that the laft fuber-
fuge of moderate Calvinifts is now given up. For
when they try tovindieate God’s juflice, with rel-

to the damgation of their imaginary reprobates,

. they fay, that the poor creatures are damned as vo-

buntary agents. “But Mr. Toplady informs us that
they are dumuned as * imuoluntary Bengs,” that is,
as excufable Beings: —and might 1 not add, as
fnlefs Beings ?. For [evangelically fpeaking] is
1t poffible that'an -inwlunmrr} Being thould be” /in-
Jfut?  Why is the murderer’s fword /inlefs #* Why
s the candle, by which an incendiary fires your
boufe, an innocent flame? I3 it not becaufe they.
are snvoluntary Beings, or mere tools ufed by other
Beings? A cant accidenually falls upon you, and
you gnvoluntarily fall upon a child, who is killed
on the fpot. The father of the child wants you
hanged as a murderer! but the judge pronounces
you perfeflly guiltlefs? Why? '%:uly becaufe
you was in that cafe, an * imvoluntary Being’ as
well as the cart. When therefore Mr. Toplady
afferts that we are snvoluntary Beings, and inflinu<
ates that God is /q/x’ in abfolutely predeflinating us
to fin neceffarily, and to be damned cternally, he
roves abfurdum per abfurdius — injuftum’ per
snjuftius — crudele per crudelius. {n a word,
he gives a finifhing firoke ta God’s juffice; and
his pretended ** mndication” of that tremendous
E e attribute
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attribute proves, if I may ufe bis own expreflion,
a publie, though [I am perfuaded] an undefigned.
* defamation” of it. ‘

SECTION V,

An Anlwer to the arguments, bywlnhich Mr. Top-
lady endeavours to reconcile calvinian reproba-
tion with divine mercy, . ‘

‘Y F it is impoffible Yo reconcite calvinian repro=
bation with divine jnflice, how much more with
divine mercy! This 1s however the difficult tafk
-which Mr. T. fets -about. next. Confider we his
argumems. L Y L L S S P
Arc. XXXIV. .[Page 45.]-*“ As God’s foxa
bearing to ¢create. more.wpri/ds than: he has, is ne
rmpeachment of his omnipatence :i fi hid forbearing
to faue 8s-many:ad he meght, is roampeachment
-of " hisinfiniteimercy.” .., Fhe capital flaw of this: "
argumeti\confifls . in :fubffitating fiill .the, phrafe
“.not yauing,t.fov the.phrife.ab/abutely reprobating:
to vemedilefs fru.and clerlaBng burnings. - Thd
differendes. lietween thefe phrafes, which:Mr.-Tops
lady ules ias :eqdivalent, -is.prodigious: No bodyt
ever dreamt that God is uqm'ercyuf becaufe he doeg
not take Mones into heaven, ot becaufe he does not
save cvery, pebble from- its opicity, by making it
wan{parent .and glorivwé aswa-diamond; for:pebbles
fuffer nothing -by. being %ﬂm’uby‘;‘andf not faved
into adamanune. glorys \But, if Gop made every
pebble. an . organifed, - livinng body,. eapable of the
zeeneﬁ fenfations ; .and if be appointed, that moft
of thele. * involuntary [senﬁblerba’ﬂg;;'?:x fhouid:
be abfolutely. opaque; and theuld. be. caft into a-
lime-kiln, there to.endure everlafting burnings, for:
oot having the tranfparency, which he decreed they
thould never have: would_it be impoflible to res
concile
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concile his condu&t to the loweft idea we can form
even of Bonner’s mer;y £ ' '

- Having thus pointed out the fandy foundation of
Mr. Toplady’s argument, I fhall expofe its abfur-
dity by a fimilar way of arguing. I am to prove
that the king may without impeachment of his
mercy put the greateft part of his feldiers in fuch
trying circamftances as fhall neeefftate them to
delert, and be fhot for defertion. To do this, I
learn logic of Mr. T. and fay, * As the king's
forbearing to create more lords than he bas, is no
impeachment of bis unlimited right of peerage ;
fo bis forbearing to raife as many foldiers as he
might is no impeachment of his great mercy.” So
far the argument is conclufive. But if by noe
7aifing foldiers, 1 arifully mean, abfolutely appoint-
ing and neceffitating them to defert and be Jhot,
vindicate the king’s mercy as logically, as Mr, T,
vindicates the mercy of Manes’ god. )

Arc. XXXV. TPage 46:] *1If therefore the
decree of” [calvintan] *“reprobation be exploded,
on account of its imaginary incompatibility with
divine mercy, we muft, upon the fame principle,
charge with want of goodnefs in-almoft every
part of his relative conduét.” — 1f this dark argu.-
ment is brought to the /Aghs, it will read thus:.
“ God is infinitely good in himfelf, ‘though he
limits. the exercife ot his goodnefs in nqt‘fonrring-
fo many Beings as he might, and not in making-
them all fo glorious as he could ; and therefosé he
is infinitely mercifal, though he abfolutely appoints
millions of unborn creatures to remedilefs ﬁpn‘and
everlafting fire.” ' But what has the conclufon to
do with the premifes ? What could Mr. T. think
of me, 1t I prelented the public with the followin
fophifm ? * No body can reafonably charge the
king with want of goodne/s, for not enriching and
ennobling every body : and therefore, no body can
reafonably charge bim with want of - mercy, as de- -
cgecing, -that g many of . his new-born fubjeéls’

. : Eg fhall
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fhall neceffarily be trained up in abfolate rebelliars
that he may legally throw them int6 .a fiecy furnace,
for ncacfarily fulfilling bis . absolute . decree oon-
cerning their rebellion.”. Neverthelefs, this ab{urd
argument contgins juft as much: truth and merey,:
as that of. Mr. Toplady’s, cow S
- Are. XXXVI, [Ibid.] :*There is no way. of:
folidly, &e. juftifying -the: ways of God with;
men, but upon this.grand, Datum, . That the ex-
ercife of  his own infinite mercy,.is regulated by..the!
yoluntary determination: of his own moft wife:
and. fovereign -plealure. Allow but this rational,"
fcriptural,. &c. - propofition, amd “every' cawil,:
grounded on the chimerical unmercifulnefs of non-.
eleflion ceafgs: even to be planfible,”—= The - de=t
fett of this argument confifis alfo in covering the.
Lft leg of Calvinilm, and in fuppofing, that calvi-.
nran npn-el:Clion. is a bare non-cxertion of u pecu~
liar mercy difplayed towards fome; where it is @
pofitive aft of barbarity. We readily grant that
(fod is infimstely mierciful, though his infinite wifd
dom, truth, and juftice do not fuffer him to fhew
the fame mercy to. 4% wbich he does to some.-
But it is ablurd to fuppofe, that, becaufe he is
not bound to fhew mercy to all thofe, who have
perfonally and umneceffarily offended him [or indeed
to any one of them] he may fhew injuftice and’
eruelty to unborn creatures, who never per/onally.
effended him_ fo much as by one wanderin
thought, and he may absolutely doom mytiads of
them to /in without remedy, and" to:be damned withs-

out fail. s

Arg. XXXVH, [Page 48] After all his-
pleas, to fhew thay God can, without impeachment
of his holinefs, juflice, and mercy, abfolutely aps
point his unborn creatures to remedilefs wickednels
wnd _everlafling tormemts; Mr. Toplady relets,
;?4 feems a little afhamed of calvinian teprebation,

le: tells ps, .that -+ Reprobation is, for the moft'
¥yt fometlung purely. negative,” and :* hvf;x'hv

b (¥4
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.far as Ged. .is. concerned, imore! in, it of negation

‘mot .giving them powder was a thing ﬁ
‘hi

- believe, and obey. -Is it-not {
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than pofitivity,”  But Mr. Toplady ‘knows thap
the unavoidable end of: abfolute reprabation is
damnatiop, and tha: the..maans conducive to this

fearful end, is unavpidable -wickedns/s.: .and he has
already told us, p. 17, that * God’s own decree
secures -the. means 38, well as the ends, and gacom-
plifhes he end by the. means.” Now fecuring and
acemtipls/lang a thing, is {amething: altogether! po-
Mive: - Hence it is; that page 83, Mr. T. call§
the decrees by which, the reprobates fin, ot pnly,
perpiflive, but “ ¢fe@iye ;™ and tells ps, page 77y
““ God ¢fficacioufly permitted”. horrible wickednelss
And hesein he: exa&tly follows ‘Calvin, who, in'
his -comthent on Rom. ix. 18, fays, * Indurandi,
verbum, quom Deo in fcripturis tribuitur non folwm:
permiffionem (ut volunt diluti quidam modetatores)
fed divinz quoque ira alionem fignificat.’l* The
word harden, -when'it-is-attributed to Gdd'ini fcrips
ture, means mnot only permifion,” |as fome wathyg
compromizing divines would have it] but it figoifies,
alfo the action of divine wrath.” = SR

. .Befides, fomething megassve amounts, in a thou~

fand cafes,- to fomething pifitive. A general, forex<
ample, denies gun-powder to fome of bis foldiers,
to whom he owes a grudge ; he hangs them for nod
firing, and then exculpates bimfelf by faying, *“M
ur
“ NEGATIVE.” “1 did nothing to them to n‘deyr'_
them from firing : * on the contrary, 1 bad them 6re
away.” This is exaltly the cafe with the. Manicheam.
god and his imaginary reprobates. . He bids them
repent or perifh -— believe or be damned --- do
good warks or depart into everlafting fire. Ancﬂ
yet, all the while, he keeps from them every dram,
of true grace, whereby they might favingly repenty
tifing that fo- mapy.
of our gofpel-minifters fhould call preaching ‘[ucﬁ
adolriney preaching the Gojpel, and exaliingk rfl
?,Bqt.M;,: 'Ipplgﬁy uphgs(; TP R ERA 4
I3 e ;1,::.,Bi' Yo .3«.,'.-4‘5-‘&{2“-3-3

PIERE |
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.+ ARG, XXXVIIL {Page 48.] “If I am ac-
quainted with an indigent neighbour, and have it
in my power to enrich him, but doitnot; am I’
the author of that man’s povetty, only for refolving
to permit him, and for aftually permiuting * him,

- ® Not unlike this argument is that of the Letter-Writer, on
":?nl!)l have a‘llwdy[;eﬁolo;d a note, Sc@. If!.

. ivine jullice 5 . .J could oot condemn,
Yl the law v‘:‘u brokcn?—-‘g'u;r :63'“ calvinian Frec-wrath
teprobated from all eternity, and confequently before the law
was cither broken or given.——¢¢ Therefore condemnation did
not take place before a law was given and broken,” —— This

thor triHa; for, if calvinian reprobation took place before’
creation of Adam, and if it meceffarily draws after it the
uninterrupted breach of the law, and the condemnation confe-
ent upon that "breach, calvinian reprobation differs no more
tom everlafling damnation, than condemaing and me{lﬁlah'u ’
s man to commit murder, that he may infallibly be an?ﬂf
differs from condemping him to be hanged.——But, “[up~
g:ef: that out of twenty found guilty, his Majefly King
srge fhould pardon ten, he is not the caufe of the other ten
being exccuted. It was his clemency that pardoned any: it was
their breaking the laws of the kingdom that condemned them,
and not his Majefty.” —— Indeed 1t was his Majefly who con=

demned them, if in order to do it without fail, he made, 1.
Efficacious and irrefiflible decrees of the meaas, that they fhould

. fiecefarily and unavoidably be guilty of robbery; and, 2.

Efficacious and irrefifiible decrees of the end, that they fhould
unavoidably be condemned for their neceflitated cremes, and in-
evitable guilt. The chain by which the god of Manes and
Calvin drags poor reprobates to hell, has three capital links:
the firlt is, Ab/olute, unconditional :?rnbalm ; the fecond is, -
Necefary, remedilefs fin; and the third is, enfured, eternal dam-
nation. Now although the middle link intervenes between the
St and the laf link, it is only as a neceflary connexion be-

tween them : for fays Mr. Toplady [p. 17.] *¢ God’s own
decree fecures the means as well as the end and accomplifhes

the en the means.” That is, [when this dofirinc is ap-
plied to the prefent cafe,] The firft link, which is calvinian re=
probation, draws the middle diabolical link, which is reme-
dilefs wickednefs, as well as the laft link, which is safernal and
JSinifhed damnation. Thus Calvia’s god * accomplifhes” dam-

ngtion by means of fin; or, if w pleafe, he draws the third .

link by means of the _fecond. ho can confider this and not

wonder at_ the-prejudice. of. the Letter-Writer, who boldly *

affirms, that, upon’ the calvinian fcheme, God is.no more the-
suthor and caulc of the damaation of the reprobates, “?in the
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to continue poor? Am I blameable for his poverty,
becaufé 1" do not give him the utmoft I am able ¥
Similar is’ the cafe now in debate. Ever fince the'
fall of Adam, mankind are by nature fpiritually
poor.” . ' T

Mr. T. is greatly miftaken when he fays, * fimis
lar is the cafe nowin debate.” To fhow that it is
entirely difimilar, we need only make his partial
illuftration ftand fairly * wpon its legs.” 1t you
know that your neighbour,  who is an induftrious
tenant of yours, muft' work or break; and if, in'
order to make him 47eak, according to your decree’
of the end, you make a decree of the means — an’
efficacious decree, that his’ cattle fhall die, that hig
plow fhall be ftolen, that he fhall fall {ick, and that
no body fhall help him; I boldly fay; You are
© the quthor of that man’s poverty = Aud if;
when_you have reduced him to’fordid want, and.
have,, by .this meaiis, clothed his numerous family
with filthy rags, you make'another gfficacious, ab=\
Jolute. decree, that a majority of kis children fhalk
never. have a good garment,. and that & whatfoever
time 'it}),é','crdn%:blé:"/[hall" find. them ‘with the only*
gaﬂggfed"gg;it;‘;“vf\’nhichV‘t}‘n’éir:‘-‘bahkfd t farher could
afford. to ‘give. them, “they. thall’ all' be fent to'the
Roufe " of, “carrettion, and feverely whipt t’hé:’e}'
merely. for ot having on a certain ‘coat, w ich you'
toqk care they fhould never-have; ‘and fbr‘we‘ar{ng
the filthy vags, whichjou decreed they fhiould ne-
ceffarily ‘wear ; you fhow yourfelf -as wmercilefs toh
the goor’ man’s children,” as' you' fiewed yourfeif
i{l-natyred- 2o _the poor 'f"q‘qn.!‘hifnf\elf.‘_', To prove
ang. i ‘caule of the condemnation of the crimjnals wh
ll?cnioe:} n%? p'g:d)o?l I l‘j'dr cn?; part;a}tli'e miore Ie':or;ﬁ{iqr‘ Calv%:::
ifnr;the more I (et that the decree of the aBlofute reprobation;
whicli: f nfepyable from the decree of. abfolute. c'eélion, red
gefm Gudiasthe  fure quthor of ; fnyin orsiento repaalent!

im  as the. fure author of damnation. The hozriblemyflery,
of abfalute; reprobation, meceffary fin, and enfured, demnation,
is iiot Iels effeptial to Calvinifm, than thé glorious myftery o
Father, Son,und Holy Ehofl, is ellential to Chriftianity : and yotg
Calvinim is % the Gofpel ! — the doéirines of Gracel ”th

Gl e : that
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that ¢k:is isa juft ftate of the cale, if the doétrine of
abfolute predeftination is true, I refer the reader to
Se&tion II. where he will find Calvinifm oN 1TS

" LEGS.

Upon the whole, if I miflake not, it is evident
that the arguments by which Mr.. Toplady endea-
vours to reconcile calvinian reprobation. with divine
mercy, are as inconclufive as thofe, by which he
tries to reconcile it with divine juffice : both forts.
of arguments drawing all their plaufibility from
the {kill with which Logica Gencvenfis tucks up
the left leg of Calvinifm, or covers it with deceit-
ful bufkins, which are called by a variety of delu-
five names, fuch as pafing 0y, not elefling, noe
quing falvation, limiting the difplay of goodnefs,
not e¢xtending mercy irgﬁiitdy, not enyaching, &cy
jut as it all ‘thefe phrafes together conveyed one:
Juft idea of calvinian reprobatron, which is ari ab-
Jelute, unconditional dooming of myriads of un-
born creatures, to live and die in neceffary, remedi-
&fs wickednef, and then 1o depart ihto everlafling -

re, merely becaufe Adam, according to divine

redeftination, neceflurily finned ; obediently ful-
giling God’s abfolute, irreverfible, and efficacious
decree, of the means [sin.] An antinémian decree
this, by which, if Calvinilm is true,. God fecured -
and accomplifned the decree of the end, ihat is,
the remedilefs lﬁu and eternal damnation of the re-
probate : for, fays Mr. T. [p. 17.] * God’s own'
decrée /fecures the means as well as the ead, and
gccomplifhes the end by the means.”

And now, candid Reader, fay, if Mt. T. did
not aft with a degree of. partiality, when he called
his book ** A Pindication of Gop’s Decrees, &c.
from the Defamations. of Mr. Wefley ? —And if’
be could not, with greates propriety, have called
it, “An un‘fcrip’tm':ﬁr and illegical Vindication of
the Aorrgble decree, from the fcriptural and rational
€xceptions made againft it by Mr. Wefley ? '

et " SECTION
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SECTION VL

A view of the Scripture-proofs by which Mr. T.
attempts to demonftrate the truih of calvinian
reprobation. ,

HAT the Old and New Teftament hold forth
a partial reprobation of diflinguifking grace
-and an mpartial “reprobation of retrsbutive juflice,
is a capital truth of the gofpel. One of the leade
Ang errors of the Calviniﬁs confifts in confounding
thefe two reprobations, and the eleflions which
‘they draw after -them. By the impetuous blaft of
" prejudice, and the fire of a heated imagination,
"snodern Aarons melt thd partial elellion of grace

“and the impartial ele@ion of juflice; and, caftin,
~them in the mould of tm{[u on, they make their
.one partial elefion of unfcriptural, neceffitating,
antinominian Free-grace, to which they are obliged
_to oppole their one partial reprobation of neceflita-
_ting, Manichean Free-wrath. Now, as the Icrip.
tures frequently fpeak of the karmle/s reprodation
.of grace, and of the awful reprobation of juflice,
“it would be furprifing indeed, if, out of fo large a
‘book as the Bible, Logica Genevenfis could not
‘extrat a few paffages, which by being wrefled from
- the .context, and mifapplied according to art, feem
- to favour calvinian reprobation. Such paffages are.

produced in the following pages. ’
Arc. XXXIX. [Page 49.] After tranfcribing
Rom. ix. 2023, Mr. Toplady fays, * Now,
-are thefe the words of fcripture, or are they not ?
If not, prove the forgery. If they be, you catinot
fight againl reprobation, without fighting againit
. God.” — Far from fighting againft ﬁn’ftu’re Tepro.
‘bation, we maintain, as St. Paul does in Rom. ix,
— 1. That God has an abfolute riﬁht gratuitoufly
to call whom he pleafes to either ot his two grand
covenants of peculiarity [ Judai{m and Chriftiani:iy;]

. and -
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and gratustoufly to reprobate whom he will, from

the bleflings peculiar to thele covenants; leaving as
many nations and individuals as he thinks fit, under

-the-“general bleflings of the srdci'ous -covenants,-
e

which he made with reprieved Adam, and with
fpared Noah. — 2. We affert, that God has an in-
dubitable right judicially to reprobate obftinate un-
believers, under all the difpenfations of his grace,
‘and to-appoint, that [as ftubborn unbelievers] they
fhall- be veffels of wrath fitted for deffrultion by
“their own” unbelief, and not by God’s free wrath.
CThis is all the reprobation which St. Paul contends
for in Rom. ix. See Scaves, 'Se€&. xi. where Mr.
M’s dbjeftion is anfwered at large. ‘Therefore,
‘with .one hand, we ‘defend fcripture-veprobation ;
‘and with the other, we attack calvinian reprobation ;
“taintaining that the ﬁ;iftun-reprobuion of grace,
-aud of juffice, are as different from calvinian damna
:ing reprobation, as appointing a foldier to continua
“a-foldier, and not t6 be a’captain, or appointing a
“tilful deferter to_be thot, is different from appoint-
“ing ‘a foldier meceflarily to-defert, that he may una-
“voidably be fhot for defertion. SRR

" Having thus vindicated ‘the’ godly reprobation

“maintained by St. Paul, from the mifapprehenfions
“of Mr.'Toplady, we, point at all the paffages which
‘we ‘have produced in the Scripture. fcales 1n defence
“of .the dolrines of ‘juflice, the conditionality of
“the-reward - of “the inherstance, -and the” freedom' of
the.wjll. And, retorting: Mr. T.'s argulnncnt,‘ we
‘fay, * Now; are ithofe the.words of feripture, or
~are they not? “If not, prove the forgery.  If they
‘be, 'you cannot Fpht agaib®: the”  [conditional]
"+ reprobatien” [which we defend] -+ without fight-
“ing againft' Géd.” — You cannot bight for calvinian
“reprobatjon, -without fighting for free-wrath and the
- 2uil-primcipled deity-worthipped by the Manichees.
Aré' XL¢ "’R’P;ge' 51.]- Mr. "T. {upports ubso-
! hite' Feprabation by oy
![the “fons of- Elil' heatkcoed not to the voice of
T their

{ quoting- 1 Sam. ii. 24, % They .

)
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their father, becaufe the Lord would {lay them.”—
Here we are given to underfland, that, by the de-
cree of ¢he means, the Lord fecured the difobedience
of thefe wicked men, in order to accomplith his
decree of the end, that is, their abfolute deftrution.

To this truly calvinian infinuation we anf{wer,
1. The fons of Eli, who hid tarned the tabernacle
into an houfe-of ill fame, and a den of thieves. had
perfonally deferved a judicial veprobation: God

. therelore could jufly give them up to a reprobate

mind, in confequence of ti.eir perfonal, avoidable,
repeated and -aggravated crimes.—¢. The word
#illing does not here neceflarily ‘mply eternal dam-
nation. The Lord #i/led, by a lion, the man of
God from Judah, for having flopped in Bethel:
— he #illed Nadab and Abiy for offering flzange

. fire : = he 4t/led the child of David and Balifheba ;

—he 4illed many of the Corinthians, for their ir-
reverent partaking of the. Lord’s Supper: <« bus
the fin unto [bodily] death is not the {in unto

. -eternal death; for St. Paul informs us, that the

body is fomeimes ** given up to Satan, lor the de-
firuflion of the fleth, that the fpirit n:ay be faved
in the day of the Lord,” 1 Cor. v. 5. — g. The
Hebrew particle v, which is rendered in our trans-
lation becaufe, means allo therefore: and {o our
tranflators themfelves have rendeied it alter St. Paul,
and the Sepruggint. Pl cxvi. 10, 1 believed, 3,
and therefore will -1 fpeak:” fec e Cor. iv. 13.
It they had done their part as well in tranflating
the verfe quoted by Mr. Toplady, the do€trines of

" 4ree-wrath would have gone proplefs ; and we fhould

- Lherefore the Lord would flay them. ‘
“luntary fin of free.agents would be reprefented as

have had thefe edifying words: they " [the fons of
XN hearkened mot to the voice ‘qf thetr 1/41/1”. and
‘tius the vo-

the caule of their deferved reprobation, and rot
their undeferved reprobation, as the caufe of their
neceffury fin.  See Sett. 11,

Fo Arg. XLY
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Arc. XLI. [Page 51.] Mr. T. tries to prove
ablolute reprobation by quoting thefe words of our
ford, * Thou Capernaum, which art exalted to
heaven, fhould be braught down to hell ; for if the
mighty works, which have been done in thee, had
been donein Sodom, it would {or might] have re-

This paffage, if I am not miftaken, is nothing

- but a firong expoflulation and reproof, admirably

calculated to thame the unbelief, and alarm the fears

.of the Capernaites. Suppofe 1 had an enemy,

whofe obflinate hatred had refifted for years the
conftant tokens of my love : and fuppofe 1 faid to
him, * Your obduracy is aftonithing: if I had

“ fhewn to the fiercedt tiger the kindnefs which {

bave fhown you, 1 could have melted the favage
beaft into love:” would it be right, from fuch a
fgurative fuppofition, to conclude, that 1 ab/olutely

« believed, I could have tamed the fierceft tiger ?

But this paffage taken in a literal fenfe, far from
proving the abfolute reprobation of Sodom, demon-
ftrates that Sodom was never reprobated in the cal-
vinian fenfe of the word: for if it had been 4.
solutely veprobated from all eternity, no works done
in her by Chrift and hig apofiles, could have over-
come. her unbelief: but our Lord obferves, that her
firong unbelief could have been overcome by the
extraordinary means of faith, which could not con-
quer the unbelief of Capernaum. Mr. T. goes on:

Arc, XLIL [Ibid.]. “ But though God knew
the citizens of Sodom would” [or might] * have
. reformed their condué&, had his providence made
ufe of effectual” [Mr. T. fhould fay of every
_effeftual | “ means to that end ; flill thefe effe€tual”
Mr. T. fhould fay, a/l thefe extraordinary and
ﬁeculz’ar] “ means were not vouchfafed.” — True:
becaufe, according to the elcétion of grace, God
ufes more means and more powerful means to
convert fome cities, than he dces to convert others:

witnels the cafe of Nineveh, compared with lfhat
of -
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of Jericho. This is firongly maintained in my

* Elluy on the partial reprobation 'of diftinguith-

ing grace,” where this very paffage is produced.
But lill we affirm two things :—— 1. God always
ufes means f{ufficient to demonftrate, that his good-
nefs, patience, and mercy, are over all his works,
[though in different degrees,] and to teftity that he
18 unwilling that finners fhould die; unlefls they
firlt obftinately, and without neceflity, refufed to
work out their own eternal falvation with the ta-
lent of temporary falvation, whici is given to all,
for the fake of him whofe Javing grace has appear-
ed to all men, and who enlightens [in various de-
grees] every man that came into’ the world.
2. As the men ot Sodom were not absolutely lofl,
though they had but one talent of means, no more.
were the .men of Capernaum abfolutel)r saved,
though God' favoured theth with fo many more
talents of means, than he did the men of Sodom.?
Hence it appears, that Mr. T. has run upon the.
point of his own fword; the paflage, which he
appeals to, proving, that God does not work fo’
drrefiftibly upon either Jews or Gentiles, asto fe-’
cure his . absolute approbation of fome, and his’
abfolute reprobation of others, - '
* ArRG. XLIIIL |Page 52.] Mr. T. to prop up
calvinian reprobation, quotes thefe words of Chrift,
“ Fill ye up the mealure of your fathers,” Mat.,
xxiii. 32 ; and he takes care to produce the woids,
Fill ye up, in capitals; as if he would give us to
underftand, that Chrift is extremely bufy in getting
reprobates to fin and be damned. ~For my part, as’
I believe .that Chrift never preached up fin' ant

wickedne/s, 1 am perfuaded that this expreflion is' .
- nothing”but_a firong, ironical reproof ot fin, like.

that in.the Revelation, *‘ Let him that is unjuft, b¥
unjuft ftill ;” — or- that in the Gofpel, ** Sleep i
now, and take your relt ¥’ — or that in the book
of Ecclefiaftes, * Rejoice, O young man, in’thy
-youth, and' walk in the ways of thy heart,” &c. bu#
, See o Fog ottt e ""-'éh‘oai*“'

A}
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&now, &c. 1 fhudder when I confider * &Hr&&rines
of grace,” fo called, which fupport themfelves by
sgprefenting €hrift as a preacher of wickedmefss
Calvinifm may be compated to that infeft, which
feeds on putrifying carcafles, lights only upon real
or apparent fores, and delights chiefly in the {mell .
of corruption. If there is a faultin our tranflation,
Calvinifm will pafs over an hundred plain pafTages
well-tran{lated, and will eagerly light upon theerror.
Thus, p. 54 and 57, Mr. Toplady quotes, *Being
difobedient whereunto they were appointed,” 1 Pet.
ii. 1. He had rather take it for granted, that the
god of Muanes aéfolutely predeftinates forne people
to be difobedient, than 1o do the holy God juftice
to admit this godly fenfe, which the original bears,
* Being difobedient, whereunto they have fet, or,
difpofed themfelves.” See the proofs, Scales, pa.
¢6, and pa. 148,

Arc. XLIV. [Page 5¢.] Mr. T. flill pleading
for the horrible decree of calvinian reprobation,
fays, * St. Matthew, if poflible, exprefles it fiill
more firongly :** it is given unto you to know
the myfteries of the kingdom of heaven: but to
them it is not given.” Mait. xiii. 11. — I anfwer:
1, If, by the myfleries of the kingdom of heaven,
you underftand the myfleries of chriftianity, it is ab-
furd to fay, that all, who are not bleffed with the
knowledge of thefe myfteries, are calviniftically re-
probated. This I demonftrate by verfes 16, 17, and
by the psrallel place in St. Luke: “all things are
delivered to me of my Father: and no man know-
eth who the Son is, but the Father; and who the
Father is, but the Son, and he to whom the Son
wil reveal him.” ;Tha( is, the myftery of a rela-
tive perfonality of Father and Son in the Godhead,
has not been exprefsly revealed to others, as I chule
fo reveal it to you my chriflian friends: ] and, [to
fhew that this was his meaning] * he tarned him
wnto his dilciples, and faid privately, blefled are the
¢yes which fee the things that ye fec: for I telll you,

" T that
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that many prophets [fuch as Samuel, Ifaiah, Daniel»
&c.] and kings [fuch as David, Solomon, Jofiahr
Hezekiah, &c. [St. Matthew adds,] and righteous
men, [fuch as Noah, Abraham, &c.] have defired
to fee thofe things which ye fee, and have not feen
them; and to hear the things which ye hear, and

. have not heard them.” Luke x. 22, 23, 24. Matty

xiii. 17.  Is-not Mr. T. exceflively fond of re-
probating people to death, if he fuppoles, that, be-
caule it was not given to thole prophets, hings, and
righteous men, to know the myfleries of the chriftian
difpenfation, they were all abfolutely doomed to fin
on, and be damned ? ,
Bat 2, fhould it be afferted, that, by the myfleries
of the kingdom, we are to underftand here every
degiee ot faving light, then the reprobation men-
tioned in Maut, xiit, 11, is not the partial repro-,
bation of grace, but the impariial reprobation of
juftice: and, in this cafle, to appeal to this verfe in
fupport of a chimerical reprobation of . free-wrath,
argues great inattention to the context; for the very
next verfe fixes the reafon of the reprobation of the
Jews who beard the gofpel of Chiift, without being
benefited by it; — a reafon this, which faps the
foundation of af/olute reprobation. But unto them-
it is not given ; — for they are calviniftically repro-~
bated! No.—“Unto them it is not givem: for.
whofoever hath, to him fhall be given, and he thall
have more abundance: but wholvever hath not [to
urpofe] from him fhall be taken away, even that
ﬁe hath,” Maut. xiii, 12.  This anti-calvinian fenle
is ftrongly confirmed by our Lord’s words two verles.
below: to them it is not given, &c. * for this people’s
heart is waxed grofs; [note: it s waxed grofs, there-
fore it was not /o grofs at firlt as it is now: 7 and
their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes t/ey
have clofed ; left at any time they fhould fee with
their eyes, and near with their ears, and thould under-
fland with their heart, and thould be converted, and
I thould beal them,” Matt. xiti, 15, To produce
s ¥ 3  therefore |
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therefore, Matt. xiii. 11, as a capital proof of cal-
vinian reprobation, is as daring an impofition upon
the credulity ot the fimple, as to produce Exodus
xx. in defence of adultery and murder. However,
fuch arguments will not only be fwallowed down in
Geneva as tolerable, but /t?he author of P. O. will
cry them up as * moff mafterly.” =
Arc. XLV, |]Page 53] )l'VIr. T. concludes hig
feripture-proofs ot calvinman reprobation by thefe
words : ¢ Now I leave it to the decifion of any un-
prejudiced, capable man upon earth, whether it be
not evident, from thefe paffages, &e. that, “ God
hath determined to leave fome men to perifh in their
fins, and to be juftly punithed for them? In
aflirming which [ only gave the fcripture as I found’
it.”—That the fcriptures produced by Mr.-T. prove
this, is true : we maintain it as well ashe ; and if he
will impofe no other reprobation upon us, we aré
ready to (hake hinds with him. ~Nor needs he call
his book, ¢ More work for Mr. Wefley,” but
. % A reconciliation with Mr, Wefley:” for, when
we fpeak ot the reprobation of juflice, we affert,
that “ God hath determined to leave fome men,
[namely, the wife and prudent in their own eyes,
the proud and difobedient, who do defpite to the
fpirit of grace to the end of their day of falvation,]
to perifh in their fins, and to be jufly punithed
for them.” But, according to Mr. T's fyftem, the
men /left to perifh in their fins, are not the men
whom the feriptures, which he has quored, defcribe;
but, poor creatures abfolutely fentenced to neceffary,
remedilefs fin, and to unavoidable, eternal damna-
tion, long before they bad an exiftence in their
mother’s womb. And, in this cafe, we affirm, that
their endlefs torments can never be ju/l:- and of
confequence, that the calvinian reprobation of un-
boin men, which Mr. T. has tried to drefs up in
feripture phrafes, is as contrary to the fcripture-re.
progation of ftubborn offenders, as Herod’s order-

ing the barbarous deftrulion of the Holy Innocents;
is differentfrom his ordering the #ightcous exccution
of bloody mirderers.
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SECTION VIL

An anfwer to the arguments by which Mr. T. tries
to reconcile Calvinifm with the doftrine of the
day of judgment, and abfolute neceflity with
moral agency.

H E Y, who indireétly fet afide the day o
judgment, do the caufz of religion as muc

milchief as they, who andiredlly fet alide the smmor-
tahty of the foul. Mr. Welley aflerts, that the
Calvimits are the men. His words are, ¢ On the
principle of abfolute predeftination, there can be
no future judgment : --- [t requires more pains than
all men upon earth, and all the devils in hell, will
ever be abje to take, to reconcile the dofirine of
[calvinian;l reprobation with the doétrine of a judg-
ment-day.” --- Mr. T. anfwers :
" ArRcG. XLVI. [Page 82.] * The confequence is
falfe; for abfolate predeftination is the very thin
that renders the future judgment ceitain: God kath
APPOINTED a day in which he will judge the
world in righteoufne[s by the man whom ke hath
ORDAINED.” --- If Mr. T. had put the words s
righteou_/hf in capitals, inftead of the words appoint.
¢4 and ordained [which he fondly hopes, wiil con-
vey the idea of the calvinian decrees] he would
have touched the knot of the difficulty: for the
queftion is not, Whether there wil/ be a day of
judgment; but, Whether, on the principle ofyab-
folute predeftination, there can be a day of judg-
ment, confiftently with divine equity, juflice, wis-
dom, and fincerity : and that there can, )<’lr. Toplady
attempts toErove by the following reafoning. _

Arc. XLVII. (Page 83.] ¢ The moft flagrans
finners fin voluntarily, nowwithftanding the inevit-
able accomplithment of God’s efleflive and per<
miffive decrees. Now they, who fin voluntarily,
are accountable : and accountable finners are judi-
cable; and if judicable, they are punifhable.” ’

' Mr, T.
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Mr. T. has told us [p. 45.] that “fallen men
are involuntary Beings ;™" fand in this page he tells
us, that they fin voluntarily. Now we, who never
learned Mr. T’s logic, cannot underftand how zz-
voluntary Beings can fin voluntarily. But, letting
this contradi€hon pafs, and granting that finners
offend voluntarily, 1alk, ls their w:i/l at liberty to
chufe otherwife than it does, orisitnot? If you
fay, it is at liberty to chufe otherwife than it does,
you renounce neceffitating predeftination, and you
allow the doétrine of frec-will which is the bulwark
of the fecond gofpel-axiom, and the fcripture-engine
which batters down calvinian reprobation: and,
upon this fcriptural plan, it is moft certain, that
God can judge the world in righteoufnefs, that is,
in a manner which refleéts praife upon his effential
Fuftice and wifdom.  But if you infinuate, that the
will of finners is abfolutely bound by the ¢ effica-
cious purpofes of heaven,” and by the « effetive -
decrees” of him who * worketh all things in all
men, and even wickednels in the wicked; " ---if
you fay, that God's decree concerning every man
is irreverfible, whether it be a decree of abfolute
eleftion to life, or of abfolute reprobation to death,
¢ Becaufe God's own decree ferures the means as
* well as the end, and accomplifke; the end by the
 means,” p. 17 ; ---or which comes to the fame
thing, if you affert, that the reprobate always fin
neceffarily, baving no power, no liberty to will
righteoufnefs; you anfwer like a confiftent Calvinift,
and pour fhame, folly, and unrighteoufnefls upon
the tribunal, where Chrift will judge the world in

righteoufnels. -
A joit illuftration will convince the unprejudiced
realer; that this is really the cafe. By the king’s

% ¢fficacious permiffion,” a certain ftrong man called
Adam, binds the hands of a thoufand children be-
hind their back with a chain of brafs, and a ftrong
lack,” of which the king bimfelf keeps the key.
‘Whazn the children are thos chained, the king com.

el . - - . mards-’
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~mands them all, upon paia of death, to put theic

hands upon their breat, and promifcs ample re-
wards to thofe who will do it. Now, as the king is
ablolute, he paffes by 700 of the bound children,
and as he pa/fes them by, he hangs about their neck

.a black flone, with this infcription, ¢ Unconditional

reprobation to death:’ but being merciful too, he
§raciogﬂy fixes his love upon the icfl of the chil-
ren, juft goo in number, and he ordains them to
finithed falvation by hanging about their fecks @
white flone, with this infcription, * Uncondiiional
cleftion to life.” And, thast they may not mils
their reward by non-performance of the above-men-
tioned condition, he gives the key of the locks to
ahother firong man named Chrift, who, in a day of
irrefiftible power, loofes the hands of the goo ele&k
children, and chains them uvpon their breaft, as-
firongly as they were before chained behind their
back. When all the ele&t are properly bound’
a%reeably to orders, the king proceeds to judge the
children according to their works, that is, according’
to their having put their bands bekind théir back,’
or upon their breafl. 1n the mean time, a queftion
atifes in the court: Can the king judge the children”
concerning the pofition of their bands, without’
réndering himfelf ridiculous 7 Can he wisely 7e
ward the ele@ favourites with life according 0 their -
works, when he has abfolutely- done the rewardable -
work for them by the fironger man?  And can he
Jufly punife the reprobate with eternal death, for
not putting their hands upon their biealt ; whien the'
flrong man has, according to a royal decree, abfoe’
Iu‘tel,y bound them behind their back ? -~ Yes, he
can’’ [fays a counfellor, who has learned logic in
myftic Geneva] *for the children bave hands, note’
withftanding the fnevitable accamplifhment of the
Ring’s effecive and permiffive decrees : how, children
who have hands, and do not place them as they are
bid, are accountable, and accountable children arei
Judicable; and if judicable, they aré puixgﬁzﬁéle.“~
is
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This argument would be excellent, it the counfellor
did not fpeak of kands, which are abfolutely tied.
But it is not barely the having /ands, but the hav-
ing Aands free, which make us accountable for not
placing them properly.

Apply this plain obfervation to the cafe in hand,.
and you will fee, 1. That it is not barely the having
a will, but the having free-uill, which conflitutes
us accountable, judicable, and punifhable : ---2. That,.
of confequence, Mr. Toplady’s grand argument 1s:
as inconclufive as that of the counfellor :---3. That,
both arguments are as contrary to good fenfe, as
the flate of hands at liberty, is contrary to the hands
abfolutely tied ; --- as contrary to reafon, as free-will
is_contrary to a will abfolutely bound: --- And 4.
That, of confequence, the doftrine of the day ,of.
judgment is as incompatible with ¢alvinian predes-’
tination, as fenfe with nonfenfe, and Chrift with
Belial. : L o S

"However, if Mr. T. cannot carry his point by
req{bn, he will do it by feripture; and therefore he |
raifes fuch an argument as this: “we often read in
the Bible, that there will be a'day of judgment : we
often meet alfo in the Bible, with the words muff,
and neceffity ; ‘and therefore, according fo the'Biblé:,,'
the doflrine of a day of judgment is confiftent with
the dofirine of the 05y olute neceffity of human aélions:’
juft as if,- in a thouland cafes, a degree of neceffity,’
or a mufl; were not as different from' abfolute ne- .
ceflity, ‘as the want of an apariment in the king’s
palace is different from the abfolute want of a room *
in ‘any hoofe in’ the kingdom.” The abfurdity of
this argument will be better underftood by confider-
ing the paffages which Mr. T, produces to prove,

. that'when men do good or evil, God’s ab/olute de-

cree of ‘predeflination neceffitates them to do it.
" ArRc. XLVIII. [Page 6o.] It mufl needs be

that -offences come.” ¢ There mufi be herefies

among you.” * Such things [wars, &c.] muft néeds.
éc.”  When Mr. T. builds calviniar neceflity :fpon
| S T thefe

IS
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Athefe fctiptures, he is as much miftaken, as if
_ he fancied that Mr. Welley and 1 were fatalifty,

becaufe we fay, « Confidering the courfe and wicked-
nels. of the world, it cannot be but Chriftendom
will be difiraéted by herefies, law fuits, wars, and
murders : for fo long as men uc/ follow worldly

Taxims, rather than evangelical precepts, fuch things

muft come to pafs.”——Again, would not the reader
think that I trifled, if I attempted 1o prove ab/olute
neceffity from fuch feriptural expreffions as thefe ?
*“Seven days ye muff eat unleavened bread.” * New
wine smuft be put into new bottles,” * He muft
needs go through Samaria.” 1 have bought a
‘piece of giound, and I muft reeds go and fee it.”
*¢ How can 1 fin againft God? 1 have married a

: wife, and therefore I cannot come.” ¢ The mul-

“titude " mufl needs come together” [to mob Paul]

A&s xxi. 22. ' * A bilhop muff be blamelels.”
¢ Ye mufl needs be fubjeét [1o rulers] not only for

" wrath, but alfo for confeience fake.”

" “Once more: who does not fee, that there is what
the powerty of language obliges me to call, 1. A
mecefsity ot duty: 1 muff pay my debts:----1
mufi preach next Sunday.” 2. A meceflity. of
wetoility 1 ‘muft pay fuch a vifit.” 3. A ne-
“ceffity of circumfiance: * In going from Jerufalem
“to Gualilee, I muft needs pafs through Samaria, be-
caule tHe high way lies dire&tly through Samaria.”

A necefity of convenience: *¢ 1 am tired with writing, .

I muft leave off.” A meceffity of decency: 1
muft not go naked,” ‘6. A neceffity of prudence:
1 muft look before 1 leap,” &c. Now, all
thefe forts of “neceffity, and an hundred more of the

like ftamp, do not mount to one fingte grain of cal- -

viniast, abfolute, infeparable neceflity. However, a
rigid predeftina.ian [fuch is the force of prejudice!]
fees his imaginary meceffiry in almoft every mufl;
juft as a j-alous man fees adultery in almoft every
look, wliich bis virtuous wife cafts upon the mun
Whom he fancies to be his rival,

ARG,
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Arc. XLIX. [Page 61.] *“Abfolute neceflity
then is perfeétly confiftent” with 'willingnefs and
freedom in good agency, no lefs than in bad. For
it is a true maxim, Ub: voluntas, ibi Libertas.’” ----
That is, Where there isa WiLy, therets LIBER TY.
This maxim, which has led many gooi men into
Calvinifm, 1 have alrecady expofed ; fee Scales, p.
261. To what is there advanced, 1 add the follow-
ing remark. As there may be liherty where there
is not a will, fo there may be a zil/ where there is
not libesty. The firft idle {cheol-boy whom you
meet, wifl, convince you ot it. I afk him, “when
you are at fchool, and have a will, or, as you call
it, a mind to go and play, have you ltberty or free-
dom todoit?” He anfwers, “No;” ~Here is
then a wiLL without LIBERTY. 1 afk bim again,
* When you are at fchool, where you have free-
dom or lhberty to ply your'bogk, have you a will
to do it,” He honeftly anfwers, * No,” again.
Here is then LIBERTY without a wirLL. How
falfe therefore is this ?ropo(ilion. that where there
ts a will there is liberty! Did judicious Calvinifts
confider this, they would rno moie fay, * If all
nien were redeemed, they would @Il come out of
the dungeon of fin.,” For there may be a freedom
to come out confequent upon redemption, where
there is no will exercifed.  ** Oh, but God makes
us willing in the day of his power.” True: in
the day of falvation he reftores to us the faculty of
chufing moral good wiih fome degree of eafe ; and
from time to time, he peculiarly helps us to make
afls of willingnefs. But to fuppofe that he ab/olure-
2y wills for us, is as abfurd as to fay, that when,
after a quinfy, his gracicus providence reflores us a
degree of liberty to fwallow, he necefitates us to-

eat and drink, or altually fwallows for wus.

Arg. L, [Page 61.] In his refulal to difmifs
the Iiraelites, &c. *he [Pharach| could will no
otherwife than he did, Exod. vii, 3, 4.” — Is not
ths a miflake?  'When Pharaoh coafidered, did e

‘ , not
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ot alter his mind 7 Did he not fay to Molus, Be
gone, and blefs me alfs ? 1f omnipotence had ab/s-
{utely hardened him, would he have complied at
laft? Do the uackangeable decrees change as the
will of Pharaoh changed ? ,

Argc. L1, [Page 61, 62.] ¢ So when Siul went
home to Gibeah, it is faid, ** There went with him
a band of men, whofe hezrts God had touched.” 1n
like manner, God i faid ro have firred up the [pirit
of Cyrus. * Then rofe up, &c. the Levites, with
all d{erm whofe fpitit God raifed up.” Will any man

fay, that thefe did not will freely, only becaufe they

willed neceflarily ? ”

1. 1 Por one] fay, that while they willed reces-
sarily,, [inthe calvinian fenfe of the woid nccgﬂhry}
they did not—they could not will frecly [in the mora
fenfe of the word free.] For Mr. T. is not morall
Sree to will, fo long as he is abfolutely bound to will
onie thing; any more than a man is free to look to
the left, who is abfolutely bound tolook to the 7ig/8,
let the objeft he looks at engage his heart and eye
ever fo pleafingly. God's Spinit prevents, accom-
“panies, and follows us in every good thing ; all our
good works are begun, continued, and ended in him :
but they are not neceffary, in the calvinian fenfe of
the word. In moral cafes God does not abfolutely
neceflitate us, though he may do it in propletic and
ﬁv/itiml cafes. Thus, he neceffitated Balaawn, when

e bleffed Ifrael by the mou:h of that covetous pro--

phet ; —and thus he neceflirated Balaam’s afs, when
the dumb animal reproved his rider’s madnefs, But
then, whatever’ we do, under fuch neceflitating im-
pulfu, will notbe rewaided as our own work, any
more than Balaan’s good prophecy, and his afs’s
good reproof were rewarded as their own works,

2. From the above-mentioned paflages, Mr. T\
would make us believe, that, unon the whole, the

touckes of God’s grace alt neceffaiily like charms: ‘

but what fays the ftream of the fcriptutes ?  God
touthed the heare of all the Ifiselites, and” ftirred
. . . . G - .

»  themn <

/

T T e P U e T -

. ——



74 " ANSWER 10 Mr. TOPLADY.

them up to faith: but the effeét of that touch was
fo far from being al{:/uttly forcible, that their hears
foon flarted afede like a broken bow; and, after hav-
ing been saved in Egypt through faith, they peri{hed
in the wildeme{: through unbelief.--+-God gave king
Saul a mew heart; and yet, Saul caft away the
heavenly gift.-----God gave Solomon g wife and un-
derflanding heart : and yet, Solowmon, in his old age,
made him/elf a foolifk heart, darkened by the love of
heathenifh women. God firred up the heart of
Peter to confefs Chrift, and to walk upon. the fea:
and yet, by and by, Peter funk, curfed, fwore, and
denied his Lord. Awful demonftrations thefe,
that, where divine grace works moff powerfully,
when its firft grand impulle is over, there is an end
of the overbearing power ; and the foul, returning to
its free-agency, chules without meceffity the good,
which conftitutes her rewardable; or the evil, which
conflitutes her punifhable. Of this Mr. Toplady
himfelf produces a remaikable inftance, 2 Cor. viii.
16, 17. * Thanks be to God [fays the Apoftle]
who put the fame earneft care into the heart of Titus
for you :—of his own accord he went unto you.”
1f a/ge'ntleman, who delights to be in houfes of

ill fame, more than in the houfe of God, fees, in
a circle of ladies, one whom he /u/pecls of being
immodeft, he fingles her out as one that may fuit
his puq{)ofe ; and to her he makes his bold addreffes.

1 am forry to obferve that this is exatily the cafe
with Calvinifm unmatked. We find, in the ferip-
tures, a few places where God’s fuffeiing fome men
10 do a leffer evil, in ordef to prevent, or to punifh

a greater evil, is expreffed in a ftrong, figurative
manner, which feems to afcribe fin to Him, juft,
as in other places, jealou/y, repentance, wratk, and
Jury, together Witt! hands, feet, ears, and a nofe,
“are figuratively attributed“to Him. Now, as popr/fh
idolatry fcreens herfelf behind thefe metaphors, fo
calvinian Antinomianifm perpetually fingles out thoe
mectaphorical expreffions, .which /feem t0 make God
the author of fin, Accordingly, ARG,
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Arc. LIL [Page 61, &e.] Mr. T. produces
thefe words of Joleph, * It was not you that fent
me hither, but God : "—thele words of Dovid, ““The
Lord faid to him (Shimei) curle David ;" — thele
words of the facred hiftorian, * God ha'h appointed
to defeat the good counfel of Ahitophel, to the in-
tent that the Loid might bring evil upon Abfalom;”
—and thefe words ot the prophet, © Howbeit, he
[the Aflyrian king, turned loofe upon Ifracl to
avengc God’s righteous quarrel with that hypociitical
people j** meaneth notfo, neither does his heart thick
fo: but it is in his heart to dellroy ;”’—thefe words
in the Revelation, * God hath put it into their
hearts [the hearts of the kings who jkall hate the
myftic karlot, and deftroy her, and burn ker with
fire] to fulfil his will, and to agree, and to. give
their kingdom to the heaft, till the words of God
fhall be fulfilled ;"—and the words of Peter, * They
[the accomplifhers of the crucifixion of Chrift] were
gathered together to do whatfoever God’s hands,
and God’s counfel had predeflinated to be done,&c.’”

With refpeét to the laft text, if it is rightly *
tranflated, it is explained by thefe words of Peter,

- Alsii. 23,

* With “E,piﬁ:opius, and fome other learned critics, I doubt
it is not. hy fhould it not be read thus ? A&s iv. 26.—28.
¢ The Rulers were gathered mﬁethcr againft the Lord, and
againft his Chrift. For of a truth againft thy holy child Jefus,
whom thou baft anointed [both Herod and Pontius Pilate with

- the Gentiles, and the people of Ilrael were gathered together]

for to do whatfoever thy hand and thy counfel determined before
to be done.” By putting the claufe Bots Herod, &c. in a pa-
tenthefis, you have this evangelical fenle, which gives no handle
to the pleaders for fin. ¢ Both Herod and Pilate, &c. were
gathered together againft the holy child Jefus, whom thou hail
anointed for to do whatfoever thy hand and counfel determined
before to be done.” I prefer this reading to the common one
for the following reafons: 1. It is perfelly agreeable to the
Greek; and the peculiar confirution of the lYe

five_of the peculrar earneflinels with which the Apoflie prayed.
2. It is attended with no Manichean inconveniency. g. Itis
more agreeable to the context. For, if the Sanhedrim was gather-
ed by God’s dire€lion and decru,én order to threaten the Apofiles,
BN ] -with

,
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Altsii, 23, * Chrift was delivercd by the determi-
nate counfel and foreknowledge of God: " --- by
his gracious coun/el, that Chrift {hould lay down his
lite as aranfom tor all: ---- And by his clear fore-
knowledge of the difpofition of the Jews to take that
precious hfe away.  This paffage then, and all thofe
which Mr. T. has produced, or may yet produce,
only prove: !
1. That God forefees the evil which is in the
heart of the wicked, and their future fleps in pecu-
liar circumftinces, with ten thoufand times more
c'earnels and certainty, than a good huntfinan fore-
fees all the windings, doublings, and fhifis of an
bunted fox : and that he owver-rules their wicked
couunlels to the execution ot Ais own wife and Lcly
deligns, as a good rider ovyer-rules the mad pran=
cings of a vicious horle, to the difplay of his per-
teét tkill in borlemanthip, and to the treading down
of the enemy in a day of baule. 2. That ‘God
catcheth the wife in their own craftinefs, and thar,
to punifh the wicked, he permits their wicked coun-
fels to be defeated, and their beft concerted fchemes
to prove abortive. 3. That he frequently tries the
faith, and exercifes the patience of good men, b
letting loofe the wicked upon them, as in the cafe
of Jub and of Chrilt. 4. That he ofien punifhes
the wickednefls of one man by letting loole npori
bitm the wickednels of another man; and that he
fiequently ‘avenges bimfell of one wicked natioa
by letting lofe upon it the wickednefs of another
.nation. Thus be let Ablalom and Shimei loofe upogn
Duvid. Thus, a parable fpoken by the prophet
Micaiab informs us, that (god,. after having let a
with what propriety could they fay [ver. e9.] ** Now, Lords
behold their threatenings?*  And 4. It is firongly fupported
* by verfe 33, where Peter [after baving obferved ver. o7, 28,
according to our reading, ‘that God had anointed his holy chilg
Jefus to do aH the miracles which he did on earth] pral{;, d!a('
now Chrift is gone to heaven, the effe@s of chis powerful anointe
ing may continue, and fgns and wonders, way fill be done 2y
the name of his koly child  Fefusa .
. ' ’ : : 1ying ’

N
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lying fpirit loofe upon Zedekiah, the falfe prophet,

" let Zedekiah loofe upon wicked Ahab. Thus the
" Lord let loofe the Philiftines upon difobedient Ifrael,

and the Romans upon the obdurate Jews, and their
accurfed city ; ufing thofe wicked heathens as his
vindi€tive fcourge, juft as he ufed fwarms of frogs
and locafts, when he punifhed the rebellious Egyp-
tians with his plagues. 5. That he fometimes lets a
wicked man loofe upon himlfelf, as in the cafe of
Abitophel, Nabal, and Judas, who became their
own executioners. 6. That when wicked men
are going to commit attrocious wickednefs, he fome-
times inclines their hearts {o to relent, that they
commit a lf5 crime than they intended. For in-
ftance, when Jofeph’s brethren were going to fltarve
him 10 death, by providential circumftances God:
inclined their hearts to fpare his life: thus, ine
ftead of deftroying him, they only fold him into
Egypt. 7. With refpe@t to Rev. xvii. 17. the

. context, and the full fiream of the Scripture, re-

quire that it fhould be underflood thus: * as Gobn,
by providential circumftances, which feemed toTaa
vour their worldly views, fuffered wicked kings to
agree, and give their kingdom unto the beait, o
help the beaft to execute God’s judgments upon
corrupted churches and wicked Rates: fo he will
peculiarly let thofe kings loofe upon the whore, and
they fhall agree to hate her, and fhall make her defo-
late and naked.” .
- Upon the whole, it is contrary to all the rules of
eritici{m, decency, and piety, to take advantage of
the dark conftruflioa of a fentence, or to avail ones
felf ot a parable, an Hyperbole, a bold metaphor,
or an unguarded faying of a good man interwoven
with the thread of fcripture-biftory ; in order to
make appear [fo far as Calvinifm can] that * God
worketh all things in all men ; even wickednefs in
the wicked.” Sucha method of wiefting the oracles
of God, to make them fpeak the language of Belial
and Moloch, is as .ungenerous, as our inferring
G o3 from.



Sk
B

L

78 ANSWER tp Mz. TOPLADY.

from thefe words, I do not condemn thee, that Chrift
dues not condemn adulterers ; that Chriftianity em-
courages ; and that this fingle fentence, taken in 3
fil-hy, Antinomian fenfe, omtweighs ail the fermon
wpon the mount, as well as the holy meaning of
the context: for thefe words being fpoken of an
adulterefs, whom the magiftrates had not eondemned
to die, and whom the Pharifees wanted Cbrifl to
condemn to be floned according to the law of Mofes ;
it is evident that our Lord’s words, when taken in
gonnexion with the comtext, cairy this edifying
wearing. *“l am come to at the part of a Sa-
viour, and not that of a Magiflrate : if the magiftrates
bave not condemned thee to be floned, neither do- I
condemn thee to that dreadful kind of death: avail
thyfelf of the undefeived reprieve: go, and repent,.
and evidence the fincerity of thy repentance by /fin-
aing mo more.”’ Hence I conclude, that all the:

- texts quoted by the Fatalifts, prove that God =e-

ceffitates men to fin by his decrees, juft as John
vil. 11. proves that Chrift cowntenances the flthy
fin of adultery.

Arc. LI [;{;1;964..] Mr.. T. thinks to demon-
firate, that the dofrine ot the abfolute neccé]ity of
all our aétions, and confequently all our fins, is
true, by. producing “St. Paul’s cafe as a preacher..
“ Though 1 preach the golpel, I have nothing to-
glory of; for Neceflity is laid upon me, yea, woe

- 15 me if 1 preach not the gofpel,” 1 Cor. ix. 16.
Yet.;ﬁe preached '(hC gofpel /-T'CCI)/, &ec. N“C.faﬂ‘ly‘

therefore, and freedom, are very good {riends, not- -
withftanding all the efforts of Arminianilm to fet
them at varfance.” =~ The Apoflle evidently fpeaks.
here of a umeeessity of precept on God’s part,. and:
of duty on his own part : and fuch a necess:ty being

. perfeélly confiftent with the alternative of cbedience,.

ar of difebedience, is allo perfeltly confiftent wih
freedom, and with a doy of judgment : and Mr. T.
trifles when he fpeaks of all the efforts of Arminian-
ifm, to fet [fuch & necessity at uariance with j}e;dm;,
. . Qr,,
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it is the diftinguifhing glory of our doétrine, to
g::’imain both xbegjumd:rgn B8 the will, and the inv
difpenfible wecessity of cordial obedience, But, in
the name of candor and common fenfe, I afk,
What bas a necessity of precept and duty to do
with calyimian pecessity, which, in the day of God’y
power; abfolutely mecessytales the elell 1o abey, and
the reprobates 1o difopey ; entirely debarring the
former from the alernative of difobedience, and
the latter from the alternative of obedience® That
the Apoftle, in the text before us, does not mean a
calvinian, abfolute neceflity, it is evident from the
laft claufe of the verfe, where he mentions the pos-
Jibility of his difobeying, and the punifhment that
awaited him ip cale of difobedience: woe is me,
fays he, if I preach not the gofpel. - A nmecessity
of precept was laid on Jonah 10 preach the gofpe}
to the Ninevites; but this mecefsity was fo far
from ca[y;'r:tyically-binding him 1o preach, that (like
Demas, and the clergy who fleece a flock which
they do not feed) he ran away from his appointed
work, and incurred the woe memioned by the
Apoftle. Therefore, St. Paul’s words candidly taken
together, far from eftablithing abfolute mecessity,
which admits of no alternative, are evidently {ub.
verfive of this dangerous error, which exculpateg
the finner, and makes God the author of fin.
Hence Mr. Wefley fays with great truth thag
if the doftrines of abfolute predeftination and cale
vinian neceflity are true, there can be ne fin;
feeing * It cannot be a fin ina fpark to rife, oriw
a ftone to fall.” And therefore, *“the roprobate,’™
[tending to evil by the irrefiflible power of divine
predeflination, as unawvoidably as ftones tend ta the
center, by the irre/iflible force of natural gravitation, ]
 can have no rﬁn at all.” This is a juft obfer=
vation taken from the abfurdity of the dottrine of
an abfolute neceflity, originally brought on by God’s
ablolute and irrefiftible decrees, Let us fee how
Mr. T, fhows his wit on this occafion.
) . B .Args

-
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Arc. LIV, [['p.71, 72.] *“The reprobate can
have no fin at all. Indeed? They are quite fin-
lefs; are they? As perfe&t as Mr. Wefley himfelf ?
O excellent reprobation! &c. What then muft
the clett be? &c. Befides: if reprobates be fin-
lefs---nay, immutably perfeét, fo that they can have
no fin at a/l, will it not follow that Mr. Wefley’s
own perfe&tionifts are reprobates? - For furely ™ if
reprobates may be finlefs, the finlefs may be repro-
bates. Did not Mr. John'’s malice outrun his cr af?,
when he advanced an objeftion, &c. fo eafily
retortible ? ” o : :
- This sllogical, not to fay illiberal anfwer, is of
a piece with the challenge, which the reader may
fee illuftrated at the end ot Seét. I. by my remarks
upon a confequence asjult as that of Mr. %Veﬂey’s:
for it is as evident, that it the reprobate are *“zn-
voluntary Beings” --- Beings abfelutely neceffitated
by efficacious, irrefijtible predeftination to a&t as
they do, they are as really fin/e/5, as a mountain
of gold is redlly heavier than a handtul of feathers.
Ang Mr. Wefley may believe, that both confe-
quences are joft, without believing, either that the
wicked are finlefs, or that there 1s a mountain of
gold. "Ona what a flender foundation does Logica
Genevenfis reft her charges of craft and mé::!
And yet, this foundation is as folid as that, on which
fhe raifes her doétrines of unfcriptural grace and
free-wrath. But Mr. T. advances other arguments.
: ArG. LV. [p, 6g9. 70.] “The holy Bapuift,
without any ceremony or {cruple, compared fome
of his unregenerate "hearers ‘to Stones; faying,’
* God is able even of thefe fones to raife up chil-
dren to Abraham,” &c. ** Ye therefore as livel
Slones, are built up, a fpiritual houfe, &c.” * They
{the elett) fhall be mine, faith the Lord of Hofts,
in the day when I meke up my jewels:” now,
wnlefs 1 dm vehemently miltaken, Fewels are but
another name ftor precious' flones.” - Hence, the
1eader is givea to underftand, that-when Mr: Wes-:
A ) _ jc'y
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ley oppofes the dottrine of abfolute mecessity, by
faying, that, It cannot be a finin a flone to fail, he
turns “the Bible’s own arttillery againft ielf, and
gives us too much room to fear that it is as natural
to him to pervert, --- as it is for --- a fone to fink,”

By fuch arguments as thele, I could prove tran-
{fubftantiadon : for, Chrift faid of a bit of bread,
This is my body. --- Nay, I could prove any other

-abfurdity I could prove that Chrift could not

think, and that his difciples could not walk : for he
Adays, * I ‘am the vine, and ye are the branches: "’
and a vime can no more think, than branches can
walk, --- I could prove that he was a Aen, and the
Jews chickens ; for he fays, that he * would have
gathered them, as a hen gathers her chickens under
ber wings.” Nay, I could prove, that Chrift had
no more hand in our redemption, than we are fup-
fnged by Calvinif}s to have in our conuerfion; thqt

is * poor freewill [to ufe Mr. Toplady’s ex-
prefliogs [page q0.] with refpet to us] kad no em-
ploy,” that he was aﬁﬁluuiy passive, and thet” ro
demption ‘“i5 as tofally the operation of ' the Fa-
¢her, “as the fevering of flomes from their native
Auafsy, and the erefling them ipto an elegagt build.
ing are the effe@s of human agency.” - If the

, altonifhed reader atks, how I can prove 3 propafitiop

fo fubverfive of the gratitude, which we owe to
Chrift for our redemption ? 1 reply, By the very
fame asgument, hy which Mr. T, proves, that we
are “abloly-ely paflive” in the work of converfion,
and that “converfion is fotally the operation qf
God : " that is, by producing pallages, where Chrift
ds metaphorically called a floge ; and of thefc there

~are pot a few. «Thus faith the Lord God, Be~-
“held, I lay in Zion g /Zom, atried floze, a precioys

corner flone, a fure foundation,” Ia. xxviil. 16.-==
“ Wholoever fhall fall on this flgne {hall be broken ;
but on whomfoever #¢ fhall fal, 2 will grind him tp
powder,” Matt. xxi. g4,  “The fane which
the builders rejeled iy hecome the head of tle

corner,”
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corner,” Afts iv. 11. *“ To whom coming a$
to a living flore, &ec,” 1Pet. ii. 4. If to thefe
texts we add thofe, in which he is compared to a
Joundation, to a rock, and to jewels, or precious
Aones, | could demonftrate [in the calvinian way]
that Chiift was once as * ablolutely paflive”’ 1in
the work of our redemption as a flone. When I
confider fuch arguments as thefe, I cannot help
wondering at the grofs impofitions of pagan, popifh,
and calvinian doftors. - I find myfelf again in the
midft of Ovid’s Metamorphofes.  Jupiter, if we

believe the Poet, turned Niobe into a rock. The

tempter wanted Chrift to turn a _flone into bread.

Logica Romana turns éread into Chrift. But Lo-

gica Genevenfis carries the bell, for fhe can, even

without the Hocus Pocus of a maffing prieft, turn

Chrift into a_flone. ~ Mr, Toplady far from re-

canting his argument a lapide, confirms it by -the

following. ,

Arc. LVL [p. 71.1 “A ftone has the ad-
vantage of you : man’s rebellious heart is, by nature,
and fo far as fpiritual things are concerned, more
intraélable and unyielding than a flone itfelf, I may
take up a-flone, and throw it this way or that, -
‘and it obeys the impulfe of my arm. W hereas in
the finner’s heart, there is every fpecies of hatred.
‘and oppofition to God: nor can any thing, but -
omnipotent power, flay its enmity.” '

* Iam glad Mr. T. vouchfafes, in this place, to grant,
that omnipotent power can flay the enmity. I'hope
he will remember this conceflion, and no more tirn
from the Prince of life, to preach up the monfter
"Death, as the flayer of the enmity. But, to come
to the argument : would Mr. T. think me in earneft,
if I artempted to prove that a ftone kad [once] the
“advantage of him, with refpeét to getting learning,
-and that there was more omnipotence required to
make him a fcholar, than to make the ftone he flands
upon, fit to take a degree in the Univerfity ? How-
ever, 1 fhall attempt to do it: difplaying my fkill in
o orthodox.
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orthodox.logic, I perfonate the fchool-mafter, who
taught Mr. Toplady grammar, and probably found
him once at play, when he fhould have been at his
book, and I fay, “Indeed, mafter, a ftone has the
advantage over you. A boy’s playful heart, is by
nature, fo far as grammar is concerned, more in-
traftable and unyielding than a ftone itfelf.”—[ Now

Jor the proof!_'r “I may take up a flone, and
throw it this way ot that, and it inftantly, and with-
out the leaft degree of refiftance obeys the impulfe

. of my arm: whereas you refjff my orders, you run
away from your book, or you look off from it. In
your playful heart, there is every fpecies of hatred
and oppofition to your accidence; and therefore
more is required to make you a fcholar, than to
make that flone a grammarian.” Mr. Toplady's
voluntary humility claps this argument as excellent 3
but his good fenfe hifles it as abfurd, and fays with
St. Paul, *“ When I was a child, I fpake as a child:
but when I became aman I put away childifh things.”

Arc. LVIL [p. 71.] Ah but “God’s gracious
promife to renew his people, runs in this remark-
able ftyle: I will take away the flony heart out
of your flefh.” And does this prove calvinian .
bound-will, any more than thele gracious commands
to renew our own hearts, prove Pelagian free-will ?
* Circumcife the forefkin of your heart, and be no
more ftiff necked.” * Make you a new heart and

a new {pirit.” * Turn youifelves, and live ye? "

‘Who does not fee, that the evangelical union of
fuch paflages, gives birth to the fcripture-do&rine
of q]r_z}lea' Jree will, which flands at equal diftance
from calvinian neceffity, and from Pelagian, felf-
sufficient exertion?

Arc. LVIIL [p. 73.] But, God “ worketh ALL
things according to the counfel of his own will,”
Eph, i. 11. By putting the word ALL in very
large capitals, Mr, T. feems willing to infinuate,
that God’s decree cau/es all things; and, of con.
fequence, that God abfolutely words the good ac.

tions
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tions of the righteous, and the bad deeds of the’

wicked. Whereas the Apoftle means only, that al{
the things whick God works, he works them ac-
cording to the coanfel of his own moft wife, gracious,
and righteous wi/l. But the things which God works,
are, in many cafes, as different from the .thi'nFs
which we wor#, as light is different from darknefs.
This paffage therefore, does not prov&calvinian ze-
ceffity : for, when God made than, according to the
counfel of his own will, he made him a _free-agent,

dnd fet before him life and death ; bidding him chule

fife. Now, to include Adam’s eating of the for-
bidden fruit, and chufing death, among the things
which God worketh, is to turn Manichee with a
witnefs, it is to confound Chri# and Belial; the
4ks of God, and the deeds of finners. 1t is to fup-
pofle [horrible to think I} that God will fend the re-
probates to hell for kis own deeds, or, if you pleafe,
for what he has ab/olutely wrought in them and by
them, according to the counfel of his own neceffitating
will. This dreadful dotirine is tha: capital part of
Calvinilm, which is called ab/olute predefliination to
death. If Mr. T. denies, thatit is the fecond pillar
of his doftrine of grice, he may turn to Seét, II.
where he will find his peculiar gofpel * upon its legs.”

I hope I need fay no more upon this kead, to
convince the unprejudiced reader, that Mr. T's
arguments in favour of cafvinian neceffity are frivo.
lous; and that Mr., Welley odvances a glaring
truth, when he afferts, that, On the principle of
abfolute predeflination, there can be no tuture judg-
ment [upon any known principle of wifdom, equity,
and juftice:] and that 1t reguires more pains than
all rationals will be ever ablc to take, to reconcile
the doflrine of [calvinian] reprobation, with the

. doflrine of a judgment-day.

SECTION-
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SECTION VIIL

An anfwer to the argument taken from Gop's pre-
“ fcience, whereby Mr. Toplady tries to prove,
that the wvery cruelty which Mr. Wefley charges

on Calvinifm, is really chargeable on the doc- -

trine of general grace.

v

divine mercy, but he attempts to retort upon us the
charge of holding a crue/ do&rine. -

. Arc. LIX, [p. 47.] * But what, if, after'all, ,

that very cruelty, which Mr. Wefley pretends to
charge on Calvini/m, be found really chargeable on
Arminianifm #. 1 pledge mylelf to prove this—be-
fore I' conclude this traét.” And accordingly
{p. %6, 87.] Mr. Toplady, after obferving in his

way, that according 1o Mr. Wefley’s doétrine, God -

offers his grace to many who put-it from them, and

gives it to many who receive it in vain, and who,,

on this account, are condemned; Mr. Toplady, I
fay, fums up his argument in thefe words: *If
God #nows, that the offered grace will be 1ejefled ;

R. Toplady is a fpirited writer. He not only
' tries to reconcile calvinian reprobation with

it would be mercy to forbear the offer.. Prove the -

contrary if you are able.”

"I have an{wered this objeétion a¢ large, Scri;ﬁlure.
Stcales, Seét. X1X. However I fhall fay fomething =

upon it here. 1. God’s perfeftions fhine in fuch a

manner as not to ecliple one another. Wifldom, .

jultice, mercy, and truth, are the adorable, and"

well-proportioned features of God’s moral face, if -

1 may venwre upon this expreflion. Now, if, in

order to magnify his mercy, I thruft out his wifdom -
and juflice |as 1 thould do if I held a lawlefs calvi- .

nitan eledtion ;]—or, if, in order to magnify his jus~
v H

. lce,
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tice, 1 thruft out his mercy and wifdom [as I thould
do, if 1 confiftently lLeld calvinian reprobation:]
fhould I not disfigure God’s moral face, as much as
I fhould fpoil Mr. Toplady’s natural face, if 1
fwelled his eyes or cheeks to fuch a degree, as to.
leave abfolutely no room for his other features?
The Calvinifts forget that as human beauty does not
confift in the monftrous bignefs of one or two fea-
tures, but in . the harmonious and fymmetrical pro-

- portion of all; fo divine glory does not confiit in

difplaying a mercy and a juflice, which would abfos
lutely fwallow up each other, together with wifdom,
holinefs, and truth. This would however be the.

.cafe, if God, after having wi/fely decreed to make:
free-agents, in order to difplay his kolinefs, juflice,

and truth, by judging them according to their works,,
neceffitated them to be good or wicked, by- decrees
of abfolute predeftination to life and heaven, or of
abfolute reprobation to hell and damnation. :
2. Do but allow, that Gop made rationals in
erder to rule them as rationals, namely, by laws
adapted to their nature ;—do but admit this truth, I
fay, which ftands or falls with the Bible; and it ne-
ceffarily follows, that rationals were made with an
eye to a day of judgment: and the moment this is
granted, Mr. Toplady’s -argument . vanifhes into-
fmoke. For, fuppofing that God had difplayed more
mercy towards thofe who die in their fins, by forbear-
ing 10 give them grace and to offer them more grace;
—or, in other words, fuppofing that God had thewn
the wicked. more mercy, by thewing them no mercy
at.all [which by the by is a contradiélion in terms; ]
yet, fuch a mercile/s mercy [it 1 may ufe the ex-
preflion] would have blackened his wi/dom, over-
thrown “his ¢ruth, and deftroyed his juflice.  What
a poor figure, for inftance, would bis juffice have
made among his attributes, if he had faid, that he
would judicially caft his unprofitable fervants into..
outey darknefs, tor burying 3 talant which they never
’ bad,
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had, or for not receiving a Saviour who was always
kept from them? And what rationals would not
have wondered at a Governor, who, afier having
made moral agents in order to rule them according
%0 their free-mature, and to judge them in righteous-
nefs according to their works, thould, neverthelels
thew _himfelf, 1. So inconfiflent, as to rule them
by efficacious decrees, which abfolutely neceffitare
fome of them to work iniquity ; and others to work
righteoufnefs ; 8. So unjuf, as to judge them ac-
cording to the works, which his own binding decrees, -
had neceffitated them to do; and g3 So cruel and
unwife, as to punifk them with eternal death, or res
ward them with eternal life, according to a fentence -
of abfolute reprobation to death, or of abfolute elettion
#0 life, which he paifed beforeband, without any re-
spell to their works, thoufands of years belore moft
‘of them were born ? By what art could fo firange a
conduél have been reconciled with the tiles ot Law-

tver, and Fudge of all the earth, which Gop as-

umes ; or, with his repeated declarations, that jus-
tice and equity are the bafis of his throne ; and, that,
in point of judgment, his ways are perfeétly equal ?

f Mr. T. fhould try to vindicate fo ftrange a

Eroceeding, by faying, that God could juftly repro-

ate to eternal death myriads of unborn infants for
the fin of Adam; would he not make a bad matter
worfe; fince [upon the plan of the ab/olute predes-
tination of all events] Adam’s fin was neceffarily

brought about by the décree of the means; which
decree, [if Calvinifm is true] Gop made in order
to fecure and accomplifh the two grand decrees of
the ¢nd, namely, the eternal decree of finifhed dam-
wation by Adam, and the eternal decree of finifhed
valvation by Chrifi ¢ - : -

The abfurdity of Mr, Toplady’s argument may
be placed in a clearer light by an illuftiation. The |
-king, to difplay his royal benevolence, equity, and
juftice, to maintain good order in his army, and
-excite his treopers ‘to military diligence, promifes

- Has 1o
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to give a reward to all the men of a regiment of light
horfe, who fhall ride fo many miles without difmount-
ing to plunder: and he engages himfelf to punith
feverely thole who fhall be guilty of that offence.
He forefees indeed, that many will flight his offered
rewards, and, sncur his thieatened punithment:
neverthelefs, for the above-mentioned reafons, he
proceeds. Some men are promoted, and others are
punifhed. A Calvinift highly blames the king’s
conduft. He fays, that his Majefty would have
fhewn himfelf mcre gracious, and would have affert-
ed his fovereignty much better, if he had refufed
horfes to the plunderers, and had punithed them for
lighting off horfes which they never had : and that,
on the other hand, it became bhis free-grace to tie
the rewardable dragoons falt to their faddle, and by
this means to neceffitate them to keep on horfe-back,
and deferve the promifed reward. Would not fuch
a conduél have marked his Majefty’s reputation with
the flamp of difingenuity, crueity, and folly? And
yet, aftonifhing ! becaufe we do not approve of suck
a judicial diftribution of the rewards of eteinal life,
and the punifiments of eternal death, Mr. Toplady
fixes the charge of cruelty upon the gofpel which
" we preach; He goes on: : .

Arc. LX, [p. 85] * According to Mr. Wes-
ley’s own fundemental principle of univer/al grace; -
grace itlelf, or the faving influence of the Holy
Sgirit on the hearts of men, does and mufl become
the mioiftration of eternal death to thoulands and
millions.”—[p. 8g ] * Level therefore your tragical
exclamaiions, about unmercifulnefs, at your own
dcheme, which truly and properly deferves them.”. :

The flaw of this argument, confifts in the words
“does and mufl,” which Mr. T. puts in iwalics,
1. In the word does: it is a great miftake to fay,
that upon Mr. W'’s principles, grace itfelf does be-
come the miniftration of eternal death to any foul.
It is not for fgrace, but for the abufe or negledd of
grace, and its {aving light, that men are condemned.

g : *« This

[
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¢ This is the condemnation, (fays Chrift him(elf.)
that.light qthe light of grace] is come into the world,
-and men loved darknefs rather than light.,” And
St. Paul adds, that * the grace df God which bring-
ieth falvation, hath [in different degrees] appeared
-to all men,” John iit, 19. Tit. ii. 11. There is
no medium between condemning men for not ufing
a talent of grace which they haj, or for net ufing a
-talent of giace which they never had. Theatormer
fentiment, which'is perfetly agreeable to reafon,
fcripture, and conflcience, is that of Mr. Wefley :
the latter fentiment, which contradifts one half of
the Bible, fhocks reafon, and demolifhes the doc-
trines of juftice, is that of Mr. Toplady. !

e.. When this gentleman fays, that (god's grace,
mpon Mr. WEesLEY’s principles, muff become the
sniniftration of death t® millions, he advances as
groundlefs a propofition, as I would do, if I faid,
that the grace of creation, the grace of prefervation,
and the grace of a preached-gofpel, ab/olutely deftroys

" millions ; becaufe millions, by wilfully abufing their

created and preferved powers, or by neglcéing fo
great falvation as the gofpef brings, pull down upon
themfelves an unnecellary, and therefore a ju/t de-
firuftion. — 3. We oppole the doétrine of abfolute

neceffity, or the calvinian mufl, as being infeparable _

from Manicheifm: and we affert, that there is no
needs muft in the eternal death of any min, becaufe
Chrift unpaits a degree of temporary falvation to
-all, with power to obey, and a promife to beftow
eternal falvation upon all that wi// obey. How un-
generous is it then, to charge upon us the very doc-
trine which we deteft, when it has no neceffary con-
nexion with any of our principles!| How irrational
to fay, that if our dotirine of grace is true, God's
grace muft become the minifira;son of death to mil-
lons ! —Ten men have a mortal diforder ; aphyfician
prepares a lovereign remedy for them all : five take
it properly and recover, and five, who will not fol-
low his prefcriptions, die of their diforder: now,
. H g3 who
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‘who but a prejudiced perfon would infer from thence,
that the phyfician’s fovereign remedy is become the
miniftration of death 10 the patients who die, be-
‘caule they would not take it? - Is it right thus to
confound a remedy with the obflinate negle@ of it ?
A man wilfully ftarves himfelt to death with good

food before him. I fay, that his wilfulne/s is the

caufe of his death: no, replies a decreift, it is the
good food which you defire him to take.. - This
abfurd conclufion is all of a piece with that of Mr,
Toplady’s. :

ArcG. LXI. [p. 89.] * The Arminian fyflem,
reprefents the Father of mercies as offering grace
to them, who he Anows, will only add fin to fin, and

~ make themfelves two-fold more the children of hell

by refufing it.” Indeed is it not the Arminian
fyftem only, that fays this; 1. All the Calvinyfis,
who allow that God gave angelic grace to angels,
though he knew that many of them would fall from
that grace, and would fall decper, than it they had
fallen from a lefs exalted flation :—~2. Jefus Chrift,
who gave Judas the grace of apoftlethip, and re-
prefents God as giving a pound to his fervants who
fquander it, as well as to thofe who ufe it properly :
~—and g. Mr. Toplady bimfelt, who [notwiilhfland-
ing his pretended horror for fo {criptural a dotrine]
da es notdeny, that God gave the grace of creation
to thoe who fhall pe'ith. Now, the grace of crea=
tion implies fpotlefs holinefs: and 1t God could
once gracioufly give fpotlels holinefs to Judas in
the loins of Adam, why could he not gracioufly re-
flore to that Apoftle a degree of free-agency to good,
that he might be judged according to Ais own works,
and not according to calvinian decrees of finifhed

wickednefs and finifled damnation in Adam? "But
~ 4. What is ftill more furprifing, Mr. T. him-

felt’ [p. 51,] quotes thefe words, whiclf fo abun-
dantly decide the queftion: * Thou, Capernaum,
which art exalted unto heaven, [by the peculiar fa-

~vows and gofpel-privileges beftowed upon thee,]

4. i fhalt
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thalt be brought down to hell: for if the mighey

.works which have been done in thee, had been done
-in Sodom, it would have remained unto this day,”
-Matt. xi 23. Now, I alk, Why were thefe mighty

works done in Capernaum ?  Was it out of love —

.to bring Capernaum to repentance ? Or was it out
.of wrath—that it thight be more tolerable in the duy
~of judgment, for Sodom than Capernaum ¢ There
s no medium: Mr. Toplady muft recant this part

of the Bible, and of his book; or he muft anfwer
one of thefe two queftions in the affirmative. If

_he fays [as we do] that thefe mighty works, which

might have converted Tyre, Sidon and Sodom, were

-primarily wrought to bring Capernaum to repent-

ance, he gives up Calvinifm, which ftands or falls
‘with the doétrine of neceffitating means ufed in order
-to bring about a neceffary end. . If he fays [as Cal-
vinifm does] that -thefe mighty works were prima~
7itly wrought to fink Capernaum into hell—into a
deeper hell than Sodom, becaule the end always
fhews what the means were ufed for; he runs upon
the point of his own obje€tion; be pulls upon A:s
doétrines of grace the very unmercifulnefs, which he
<harges upon ours, and he fhews to every unpreju-
diceg reader, that the difficulty arifing from the
prelcience of God, with which the Calvinifls think
to demolifh the do&trine of general grace, falls upon
Calvinifm with a double weight. — Mr. Topl.dy is
fenfible that God could never have appeared good
and juft, unlefs the wicked had been ab/olutely in-
excufable, and that they could never have been in-
excufable, if God had condemned them for burying
a talent of grace which they never bad; and there.
fore Mr. T. tries to overthrow this ealy folution of
the difhiculty by faying, "
Arc. LXII. [p. 88.] * Be it fo” [that the
wicked are made inexcufable by a day of grace, and
temporary falvation] “yet, l{x'rely, God cap never -
be thought, knowingly to render a man more inexcu~

Jable, by taking fuch meafures as will certainly

, + load
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load him with accumulated condemnation, out of
mere love to that man! "—We grant it : and there.
fore we aflert, that it is not out of :mere love that
God puts us in a gracious ftate of probation, or tem-

porary [falvation ; but out of wifdom, truth, and

diftributive ju/flice, as well as out of mercy and love.
It God theretore, were endued with. no other per-
fe&ion than that of merciful love, we would give up
the doftrine of judicial reprobation : for a God de-
void of diftributive juflice could, and would fave all
finners in the calvinian way, that is, with a falvation
perfeétly Bnilhed without any of their works, But
then, he would neither judge them,. nor beftow
eternal falvation upon them by way of reward for
their works, as the fcripture fays he will.

Oh ! how much more reafonable and fcriptaral
is it, to allow the dofirine of free-grace, and free-
will, eftablilked in the Scripture-fcales ; and to main-
tain the reprobation of jujfice ;—an’ unavoidable re-
probation this, which 1s_perpetually afferted in the

ofpel, and will leave the wicked entirely inexcufa-
ble, and God peifeétly righteous:— How much
better is it, I fay, to hold fuchk a reprobation, than
to admit calviman reprobation, which renders the
wicked excufable and pitiable, as being condemned
for doing what omnipotence aeceffitated them to do :

" e—a reprobation this, which fligmatizes Chrift as a

fhuffler, for offering to all a falvation from which
moft arz abfolutely debarred ; —a cruel reprobation,
which reprefents the Father of mercies as an unjuft
Sovereign, who takes fuch meafures as will unavoid-
ably load myriads of unborn men with accumulated
condemnation, out of free-wrath to their unformed
fouls. ‘

Should Mr. Toplady fay, * That, according to
the gofpel which we preach, the wicked fhall certain-
1y be damned ; and therefore, the difference between
us is but trifling after all; feeing the Calvinifts affert,
that fome men [namely, thofe who are cternally re-

_ probated by divine Sovereignty].fhall certainly and_

unavoidably
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unavoidably be damned ; and the anti-calvinifls {ay,
that fome men [namely, thofe who are finally re-
probated by divine juitice] fhall be certainly though
avoidably damned:” .—.1 reply, that Hhivolous
as the difference between thele two doélrines may
appear to thofe, who judge according to the appear-
ance of words, it is as capital as the difference be-
tween avoidable ruin, and unavoidable deflrution ;
between juflice and injuflice ;—between imitial elec-
tion and /{jng//zed reprobation ;— between faying that
God s the firft caufe of the damnation of the wick-
ed,_ and aflciting that they are the firfl caufe of their
own damnation. In a word, it s as great, as the

' difference between the nortk and the fouth—be-

tween a gofpel made up of antinomian free-grace
and barbirian free-wrath, and a gofpel made up of
scriptural free-grace, and impartial, retributive jus-
tice. ' .

" Upon. the whole, from the preceding anf{wers it
“is eyident, if I am not miftaken, that, though the
grand, calvinian obje&tion taken fron God's fore-
knowlege, may, at firft {ight, puzzle the fimple;
yet, it'can bear neither the light of fcripture, nor
that of reafon; and it recoils upon Calvinifm with
‘all the force, with which it is fuppofed to attack tke
sauving grace, which has appeamy 20 all men.

i}No‘.ﬂ}.ra'_/vTaa-h
SECTION IX.

‘An anfwer to the ::h_arges‘ of robbing the Trinity,
" and encouraging Deifm, which charges Mr. T.
brings againit the dotrine of the anti-calvinifts.

’M R. T. thinks his caufe fo good, that he fup- -
poes himfelf able, not only to fland on ihe
defenfive; but allo to attack the gofpel which we
preach.  From his Babel therefore, [his ftrong tower
ot Confufion] he makes a bold fally, and charges us
thass v - ' - ARrG.

et
'
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Arc. LXIIL {p. 91.] *Arminianifm robs the

Father of his fovereignity.” — This is a miftake ;
Arminiani{m dares not attribute to him the grim fo-
vereignty of a Nero: But if it does not humbly al-
low him al/ the fovereignty, which fcripture .and
reafon afcribe to him, fo far it is wrong, and fo far
we oppofe Pelagian Arminiani/m, as well as Mani-
chean Calvinifm.— 1t * robsthe Father of his de-
crees :” == This is a miflake : it reverences all Aés
righteous, {criptural decrees; though it fhudders at
the thought of imputing to him unfcriptural, cal-
vinian decrees, more wicked and abfurd, than the
decrees of Nebuchadnezzar and Darius.—It * robs
the Father of his providence: ”—Another miftake !
Our doftrine only refufes to make God the author
of fin, and to lead men to the pagan error of Fataé-
1/m, or to the Manickean error of a two-principled
god, who abfolutely works all things in all-men, as
@ fhowman works all things in his puppets; fixing a
mc{e[ary virtue on the good, and neceffary wicked-
nefs on the wicked, to the fubverfion of all the di.
wine perfettions, and to the entire overthrow of the
fecond gofpel-axiom, of Chrift’s tribunal, and of
the wifdom and juflice, which the fcriptures alcribe
%0 God, as judge of the whole earth. :

Arc. Lil\{ ibid.] *It [Arminianifm] robs
the Son of his efficacy as a Saviour.” Another
miftake : It only dares not pour upon him the fhame
of being the adfolute reprobator of myriads of un-
born creatures, whofe nature he aflumed with a gra-

cious defign to be abfolutely their zzmporary Saviour ; 7

promifing to prove their efernal Saviour upon gofpel-
terms ; and, accordingly, he fzves a// mankind with
a temporary falvation; and thofe who obey him, with
an eternal falvation. The ¢fficacy of his blood s
then complete, fo far as he ab/olutely deligned it
thould be. )

Arc. LXV. [Ibid.] It [Arminianifm] robs
the Spirit of his efficacy as a fan&tifier.” By no
means : for it maintains, that the Spirit, which js

: the

™
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the grace and light of Chrift, enlightens every man
that comes into the world, and lesds the worlt of
men to fome temporary good, or at leafl reftrains
them from the commiffion of a thoufand crimes.
So far the Spirit’s grace is efficactous in all : and, if
it is not completely and eternatly efficacious in thofe
who harden their hearts, and by their wilful kard-
nefs, treafure up unto themfelves wrath againft the
day q{ wrath, --<it is becaule the day of wrath, for
which the wicked were *secondarily made, is to be
the day of the RIGHTEOUS judgment of God, who
will render to every man according to his deeds,
Rom. ii. 4, 6. andy not the day ot the unrighteous
judgment of Calvin, who [doétrinally] renders to
every man accord’u}to a finifhed falvation in Chrift,

prouétive of meceffary goodnefs : and according to
a-_finifhed damnation in Adam,- produlive of reme- -

drlefs wickednefs, and all its dreadful confequences.
- ArRG. LXVL [p. 98 ] Mr. Toplady produces
along quotation trom Mr. Slofs, which being di-
vefted o? the verbofe drefs, in which error'generally
appears, amounts to this plain abiidged argument.
st If the doftrine of calvinian elelion is falfe, bea
caufe all mankind are not.the obje&t of that eleétion,

and becaufe all men, have an equal right to the di--

vine favour, it follows, that the infidels are right
when they fay, that the jewifh and the chriftian re-
velations are falfe ; for all mankind are not eleded t0
the favour of having the Old and New Teftament :
and therefore, Arminianifm encourages infidelity.”

This argument is good to convince pelagian level-
lérs, that God is partial in the diftribution of his

+® All ‘angels and men were primarily made to enjoy an ace
cépted time, and a temporary day of falvation. Thofe angels
and men, who know and improve their day of falvation, were
secopdartly made for the day of remuncrative love, and for a
kingdom prepared for them from the beginning of the world.
But thofe angels amd men, who do not know and improve their
day ‘of falvation, were secondarily made for the day of retribue
tive wrath, and for the fire prepared for the devil, his angels,
and his fervants, who are faixﬁful to him unto death,
‘ talents,

Fars
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talents, and that he indulges Jews and Chriftians'
with an holy, peculiar eleftion and calling, of which,
thofe who never heard of the Bible, are utterly de-
prived. I bhave, myfelf, made this remark in the
Effay on the gratuitous elettion, and part:al repro--
bation which St. Paul frequently preaches : but the
argument does ‘not affe@ our anti-calvinian gofpel. -
For, 1. ¢ do not fay, that: calvinian eleétion is-
falfe, becaufe it fuppofles that God is peculiarly gra-
ctous to fome men : | for this we ftrongly affert, as
well as the Calvinifts :l] but- becaufe it fuppofes,
that God is /o peculiarly gracious to fome men, as
to be abfolutely mercile/s and unjuft to all the reft of
mankind. '

. 2. That very revelation, which Mr.- Slofs thinks
we betray to the Deifts, informs us, that, though -
all men are not indulﬁed with'the peculiar bleflings
of Judaifm and Chriftianiiy, yet they are all ckofen
and called to be righteous, at leaft, according to the
covenants made with fallen Adam, and /pared Noah.
Hence St. Peter fays, that, * In every natjon, he .’
that feareth God, and worketh righteoufnefs, [ac-
cording to his light, though it fhould be only the -
lowsft degree of that light, which enlightens every .
man that cometh into the world] is accepted of-
him:” and St. Paul fpeaks of fome gentiles, who, -

. though they kave not the Law ot Mofes, or the Law

of Chrift, de by nature [in its flate of initial res- -
toration, through the feed of life given to fallen.
Adam in the promife] the things contained in the

law, are a law unto themfelves ; fhewing the work

of the law written in their hearts. Therefore, tho®:
there is a gratuitous eleftion, which draws after it,
a gratuitous resrobation from the bleflings peculiar
Chriftianity ; there is no calvinian
elettion, which draws after it a gratuitous reproba-
tion from alt faving grace, and neceffarily involves *
the greateft part of mankind in unavoidable damna- "
tion, Hence, if I miftake not, it appears, that
when Mr. Slofs charges us with having contributed - -
‘ to
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to.the:preyailing Deifm of the-psefent time, by far-
nithing the adverfaries of djvine revelation with ar-.
guments 3gainlt Chriltianity,” he [as well as Mr. -
Toplady] gratuitoufly imputes to -our daftrine, what”
really belongs to-Colvinifm. For there is a perfe&k:

agresment between. the, aljoluse neceffity of events, .

which. is- afferted ,by .calvinian bound-willers ; and -

that whichis maintained by deiffice/ Fata/ifls ; and . -

itis:well known that the;hosross of. the abfolute re--

probation .which the Calvinifts tancy they fee in_ -

‘om. .ix. have-tempted many moralifts who read
that chapter with the rep: obating gloffes of Calvin-

-and, his: fullowers, to bid, adieu to revelation ; it

being impoflibe that a fcheme of doftrine-which
r:?pr,gfept‘s Gad as the ab/olute Reprobator of myriads-
of, .unhorn infants, fhould have the Parens of Good,

and_the God of Love, for its author.

. EECER S VOV )
SECTION x. -

e . ‘ : .

An anfwer to the arguments by which Mr. Toplady’
_attempts: to ‘refoft_the charge of antinom:anifm,
“*and to fhew, that Calvinifm is miore conducive to
* holing/s than the oppofite doftrine, .

Mkb ‘Ij?I'LL' afferts, that"Mr. T. retorts all our
odjections upon us in a moft maflerly manner.
Let us:'lég how he retorts the Qbﬁﬁicﬁ,}{vhich,we
make to abfolute predeflination — a dobirine this, b
which neceffary holine/s .is. impofed upon the: ela'é;,'
and necefury wickedne/s upon the reprobates : how
the fixing unayoidable holinefs upon a minority, and
unavoidable wickedne/s ypon 3 ma jority of mankind,
18 reconcileable with the glory of divine holinefs,
Mr. TorrLaDY informs us in the following argu.
ment. A "

e
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- ArG. BXVIL [Pige93, 95/) Calvitian ¢ efec.)
ti6n erifares holine(s to a very great part of mankihd:!
whereas precarious- grace, deriving all its efficacy
¥rom - the caprice of free-will, could not enfureho«
lmefs to any ore individual of the whale fpecies.”
—~Had- Mr, T. ftated the café properly, e would"
have faid, “ calvinian elefhon, ‘which enfures ne.:
ceflary. holinefs to a minority of mankind; ‘and cal--
vinian reprobation, which enfures neceffary wickéd-
nef/s to a majority of mankind, promote human'.
fanétity more than the partial ele@ion of grace; which-
formerly afforded the Jews, and now affords the
Chriftians, abundant helps to be pecufiarly holy
under- their difpenfations of ‘peculiar grace : —jea,-
more than the impartiol eleltion of juftice, which,
under. all the divine difpenfati‘onsp{ divine grace,’
chufes the man that is godly, 10 tewards.of grace and~
glory ;---and more than the reprobation of juflice,
which is extended to none, bug fuch as bury-their
talent of grace by wilful unbelief and voluntary dis-
obedience. N T T

If Mr. T. bhad thus flated the cale, according to
his seal fentiments and ours, every candid veader
would, have feen that our doftripes.of grace are far
mare conducive to human fanflity than. thofe of

alvin :. 1. Becaufe Calvinilm enfures suman sanc-
tity 10 none of the elet : for a fanélity, which is as .
neceffary 10 a creature, as motion is to.a moved-
. % Thée author of a letter to an ,dmim'aa‘Teacé;r{é leteer
this which-I have.quoted in 4 preceding note] advances the famé;
atgament.in thefe words, p. 5. * The doftrine of- eternal™
[he means calvinian] ¢‘elclion”™ [ for we Belicve the" right,
godly, eternal clelion maintained in the feriptures] ¢ concludes:
God more merciful, thag the Arminan do&rine of fuppofed.
\xgi{rcrfa'l tedemption, becaufe that doftrine which abfolutely.
afcertains the regeneration, cffeftual calling, the fan&tification, ,
&¢. as.well asi the eternal faleation of-an innamerable companyy:
8. Reps viky 9. muft reprefent -Godi:mete - mevartul thaw thé:
Armiojan fcheme, which canngt.alcertain the.ctecpal falvation.
of ‘onc man now living.” &c. As it is poflible to kill two birds

with one flone, I hope that my anfwer to Mr, Toplady will
fatisfy. Mrs M‘Gowan, ! !
L. puppet,
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puppet, is aot the fanflity of a free-agent; and, of
. confequence, it is not Auman fan&ity : 2. Becaufe
Calyinifin e:(cme.iwmedz/g/ft wickedne/s to all the re-
probate, and remedile/s wickedne/s can-never be hu-
mgn Jasllity,” | - :

With reipet 1o what M. T. fays concerning our
doftrines of grace, which do ** mot enfure holinefs
40.any ane individual of the whole fpecies ; ” if by
s enfared bolinefs,”” he means a certain {alvation,

- sitheut any werk of faith, and ldbour of Jove, he
is .greatly miflaken : for our.gofpel abfolitely enfures
fuch & ;falvation {and of bon(g;uencb infant-holi-
4xefs] to that numerous part-of mankiad who die in
their n’n&‘!ﬁc{.ﬁ ‘Nay, it abfolerely tnfures a (eed of

: _ redeeming, {an&ifying grace to alf mankind, {o long
: as the gluy of grace, ‘or initial falvation laft ; .for we
: maintan, as well las §. Paul, that. “ the free gift .
.38 .cofie upon all-men to jultification of life,” Rom. ‘
f . 1185 and. sie affent, as well as dur Lord, 'that .of
| cduck [of sinfapss] ds the hingdam f heaven, and
- therefore fome vapacisy to enjoy it, which capacity
| - we belieye 10 be infeparably connefted with a.seed.
C g‘ Hokinefs. Add o this, that our gofpel as well as.
Blyinilm, :en/ures.eternal falvation to-all-the aduit,
. W0, at¢ ‘fastfad . utio. death : according to.ovur doc-
- sming \Whafesfhall neaer percfh. 1o drefe & of juttice,
: who mihe thetr eleron of grace fure by obedience,
. Chrift geves ctermal -fife in the Tulleft fenfe of the
- word : and wone. fhall plick them out of his hand.
. I Mr. T. had placed ‘our.gofpel in this true light,
his objeltion would have appeared as juft as the
ﬁdsjamades of Goliath, when he was to difpatch
.. \'2 . : X . o .
 Ase LXVIL [p. g4.] Mr. T. tries to make
- up the ahtinomian gap : and he attempss it by doing
- thdy, ovhich - borders opon giving up Calvinifm,
: % No:.man [fips he] according 10 our fyftem, has
a right to look upon himfelf as eleéted, ill fan&ify-

- ang grace bas converted Bim to.faith andgood wérks.”

- This fbhfy falvo has quieted the. fears of many

: 12 godiy
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godly Calvinifts, when the antinom#enifm of “their
fyflem flared them in the face.: To fhow the ab- -
- furdity of this ‘evafion, I need only afk, has not
-~ ~every man a right to believe the wuth ? - If.1 any ab-
solutely elefted to eternal life, while Iicommit adal-
stery and murder, while I defile my father’s wife;, and
+ deny my Saviour with oaths and curfes ; why may
~not I'believe it ? Is there one fcripture which com-
. mands me to believe a lie, or forbids me to believe
~the tryth ?---* Oh but you have no right to believe
« yourfelt elefted, #/ fan&ifying grace has convertéd
you to faith and good works.”-s-Then it follows,
that as an adult finner, I am not eleted to the re-
" ward- of the inheritance, or to eternal life in glory,
. tll 1 believe and do.good works ; ‘or it follows, that
1 have ‘no right to believe the truth.. If Mr. T.
. affirms, that L have no righé to believe'the wuth, he
. makes himfelf ridiculous before all the world::>and
" if “he fays, that I am not abfolutely elefted; tilI am
converted to faith and good works ; it follows,” that,
every tnre l'am perveried from.faith-and good works
* 1 ferfeit:my eleétion of juftice.. Thus;-under the
guidance of Mr. T. himfelf, I:efcape the fatal roek
. of calvinian ele€lion, and find myfelf in the fafe
- harbour of old, praétical Chriftianity : “Ye know,
. that no whoremonger, nor unclean perfon, .nor
. covetous man,-Aath any inkeritance in the kingdem
of Chrift and of -God: -Let no man deceive you
. with vain.wards. For.if 1 have no right to believe
" myfelf an heir of God, and a joint beir with Chriit,
while I.turn whoremonger: it is evident that whore-
dom deprives me of my right :-smuch more adultery.
and murder. Hence it appears,.that Mr. T. cannot
- prop up the £alvinfan ark; bit by.flatly coatrédit-
" 1ng Paul, which is a piece of impzety : and by allert-
. ing, that eleét whoremangers have na right to believe
. the truth while they commit whoredom;. which is'a.

- glaring abfurdity. S S
* Arc. LXIX. [p. 95.] After having made up
the aatinomian. gap, by giving up either calvinian.

Lo cletlion

v
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elcfion, ar the inconteftible r{_’glztfwhicb every man
bas to éelteve the truth, Mr. Toplady tries to retort
the charge of Antinomianifth upon our doftrines of

- graee: and he does it by producing one * Thomfan,
who, when he was in a fit of intemperance, if any
ene reminded him of the wrath of God threatened

. againft fuch courfes, would anfwer, I am a child of

. the (devil to-day: but I have Free-will: and to-
maorrow I will make myfelf a child of God.”

“To this'1 anfwer, 1. The man fpoke like a perfon

. in a hit of intemperance,” and thége is no reafon-

_ing with fuch, any more than. with mgd men, ~ But
. :Cn;ﬁw, ‘when hé: was fober, and in the pulpit -
too, couldTay, * A believer may be allured or pai-

~don as foon. as be.commits any fin, even adultery

.and. murder,-:-Sins ‘are but fcare-¢rows and bug-
"bears to Tright ignorant childrén, but men of under.
flanding: fee- tbey are. counterfeit things: " and in.
deed it muft he .f};, if, as Mr. T. tells us, Wharever

- 45, &5 R1GHT, and necgfarily flows from the pre-
L

-deftinating will of him who does all things e,
. This Tbonjfm [as appears by his Tpeech] was
a rigad free-willer ;. one who difcarded thé SR
ofpel-axiom; and the doftriné of TFrée.grace; and
therefore, his error, does net effef our gofpel.
Nay, we oppole fuck frec-willers, as much as we
do the rigid boupd-willers, who difcard the /fecond
ofpel-axiom, and the neceflity to fincere obedience
in order to our judicial juf{lﬁé;tion,,,and elernal
falvaion.. =~ . oo
. g. If Thomlon had been fober and’ reafonable,
- Mr. Wefley might eafily have madé up the pretend-
ed, amtinomian ap‘of Arminianilm,; five different
ways i-=-1. By thewang birms, that, altlioixgﬁ freewill
mdy reject a good motion, yet it ¢annof raife oné
withogt 'inqe-ﬁ;ace ; and therefore, ‘to fay |, * To.
morrow I will make myfelf a child of God,”" is ad
. Wrdm a map, .as ic would Be jo a‘wornian, to fay,
To-morrow I will.conceive algne :---it 15 as Einpi'bai
as t9 fay, Ta-marrow 1 will abloliitely’ cotamand.
ERUN ey T 1 3 .g°a~ '
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" God, and he fhall bbey me.--.2. By {hewing him
~ his imminent danger, and the horror of his prefent
ftate, which 'he, himfelf, acknowledgés, when he
* fays, “Iam i child of the devil to-day."s-- 5. By
urging the uncertain féngth’ of the day ‘of filvation.
Grace gives; no foom to depend upon Fo-morrotw ;
- its conflant language being, Now Is the accepted
time. . 4. By prefliig the hardening natyre-of pre-
fumptuous fin. --< And 5. By difplayingthe fertors
“of juff wrath, which frequently fays,” ** Fake the
talent from hem.” « Becaufe ye refufed, 1 will be
_avenged.” ' ¢ I give thee up to 'th'!;'i own lufls; .o
" "a reprobaté mind.” "¢ Thou fopl [ “tAis- night {fhall
“thy foul be required of thee.” "~~~ 77 L0
"Thefe are five rational and fcriptbral ways of
making up t’he'd;uppofed, “antinomian gap ‘bf our
gofpel. . But'if Mr. Thomfon had been a Calvini#,.
“and had fuid, liké Mr. Fillome, * I have had a.
‘call, and my eleftion is fafé: as my ‘good works can
‘ddd nothing to my finifked [alvation, fo my bad
works. can take ncthing trom it. *'Satan may pound.
.me, if he pleafe; but "Jefus muft replevy me. ‘Let
'me wander.where T will from God, Chriff muft
fetch me back agaih.” The covenant is uncondition-
ally ordered in 2l things and fure. ** A1I'things work.
for goed to the eleft.”..-*" And if dll'thitgs,” {fays,
Mr. Hill] “ then their very fins and corriptions.
‘are included in the royal promife.”---¢ Whoredom
and drunkennefs may Kurt another, but they canrot
hutt me. God will pver-rule fin for my good, and
his glory ¢ Whatever'is, is right : for God' work:
_ eth all things' in all men, even wickednefs in the
wicked, and how much more in his ele€, who aré

.

~hi§ chofen ' inftruments !> -« If Mr. Tborifon, T -

fay, had been”a Calvinift, and had thus ftood his
ggdund in, the antinomian lg;p,: which Calvin, Dr,
rifp, Mr, Fulfome, Mr. Hill, and Mr.' Toplady
have made; who could 7ea/onably have beaten him
off? Do‘rot all his conclufions flow from the doc-
trine of ab/olute eleltion and finiffied fakvation, as
T w unavoidably -




ANSWER 16 Mg, TOPLADY. 103 '

unavoidably as’ four is the refult of. fwo and tws
ArG. LXX. [p. 977] Mr. T. attempts again
-to ftop up the antinomian gap, which Fatalifim, and
" " calvinian predeflination makes in praélical religion.
Calling ‘to his ‘afliftance Zeno, the founder ot the
vStoicks, or rigid predeflinarians among the heathens,
he fays, *Zeno one day thrathed his fervant for
rpilfering. The fellow, Knowing his mafter was a
« fatalift, thought to bring himfel off by alledging
tthat he was deflined to fleal, and therefore ought
“not to be beat for it.”—* You are deftined to fteal,
vare you? - Anlwered the philofopher : then you are
sno ‘lefs deflined to' be thrafhed for.it: and laid on
-{fome hearty Blows extraordinary.”—I do not wonder
«if Mr.:Hill, in-his finifhing firoke, calls Mr, Top-
Jady’s -arguments . ““mofi- maflerly;” for this argu.
‘ment of. Zeno ‘is yet n’xon'm’tyf'er! tham his own 2
@ I fhall not take the leaft notice of him, .any more
‘than, if 1 was travelling on the road, I-would flop.
to lath, or even order.my fooiman to lith every im-
«pertinent little:, quadruped ‘in a village, that Thould.
:come out and bark at me.” Mr. Foplady, in.the
Advertifiment placed at-the head of his.pamphlet,
teprefents fome of ns as - unworthy of even being.
pillory’d: ina - preface, or flogg’d at a pamphlet’s.
tail 1" - Weare now arrived at the tail'of his pams
phlet, in. the: body ‘o which he bhas thought Mr,
‘Wefley fo highly .worthy of his rod; as to.  flog”
_him with the gratuity, abfolutenefs, mescy, and jus-
tice, which are péculiar to the repirobation defended
through the whole performance. If ferioufnefs did
ot become ms, when we vindicate the injured. attri~ -
‘butes’ of. ths! judge of all the earth, 1 might ba
tem _bp;l:m..al{c.jwith_a fmile, has Mr. T..fo.worn
out hiszod il making * more work for Mr. Wefley,”
that he is now obliged to borrow Zeno’s: flick to
finith-the execution at the pamphlet’s tail? For my
part, as I have no idea of riveting orthodoxy upon
my readers with a_f%ic, and of folving the rational
objeflions -of. my-opponents by ‘“lzying on. fome
oot ¢ hearty

* -



e AN

- N T
B e

pr<l. —oor

204 ANSWER To Mr. TOPLADY.

¢ hearty Bloms,” and fo *“thrafhung” them into coq-
vition, or into filenge, I.own that Logicg Lenonis-

and Logiéa Genevenfts being of a piece, cither of

.them can eafily deat me.out of the field. Arguments-
a lapide are laughable: but 1 fly before argumernes

.@ daculo. However, in my retreat, 1 will venture:

to prefent Mr. T. with the following gueries.

If Zeno, in vindicating Fatalifm, could fay to a2
thief, that he was abfolutely predeflinated.to feaV,.
and ta be thrafked for ftealing ; is it nob more thian
Mr. Toplady can fay in vindicaiioa: of €alvinifm
For, upon his {cheme, may not a wan be wifplutely
predeftinated, not anly 0. el but alid 1o dfiape

dhrafhing, and vo dbtain Jaluation by fhealing? - Mr..

Toplady is Mr. Hill’s fecomd ; and Mi. Hill, in:
his fourth letter, [where he thews the Aappy ¢ffedls
of fin] tells.thé public and me, “ Quelinus nodhed
Philemon his mafter ; and flying fzom juflice, was.
brought under Paul's preaching and converted.’
Thus Zeno's predefiitation. fared, and, with se,
Zeno's argument :. for rabbery led not Onelimus to-
#hrafbing, but w converfion and glery, ik we believe
Mr. Hill. And if Mr. Fulfome is anelk&, why.
might he not be guilty of as fortunate a robbery ¢’
‘Why might net a limilar decree “ fecure and accom
Pk the [fame evamgelical] “end bp the [fame
Antinomian] means?” Mr.#Toplady may prevail
over us-by batrowing Zeno’s.cane, and the whip of
Mr. Hill's lafhing footmar ; but his pen will nevet
demonfirate, 1. That Calvini[m daes ‘Aot ratonadly
lead all her admisers to the deepeft mireof fpacalas
4ve Antinomianifm: and e. That when they ure
there, nothing ¢an keep them from wallewing 1 the.
dist of pradical Antinomiaaifm, bat amhappy. ins
confifience between their altions and their peculaw
Ptincipla’. : I R S B
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. SECTI1ON XL ;

A ~caution againft the tenet, whatever is, is right :
...-an .Antinomian tenet this, which Mr. T. calls
“a firft principle of the Bible.”—An anfwer to -
" - his challenge about finding a middle way between

.. the calvinian doftrine of Providence, and the

:i ,atheiftical doétrine of ‘Chance.

. X HATEVER ‘the true God works is un
. doubtedly right. But if the deity ab/olutely
= -works all things in all men good and bad, it evi-
«dently follows, 1. That the two principled deity
- preached by the Manes, is the true God: 2. That
- thye bad principle of this double deity, works wicked-
i nefs-in the wicked, as neceffarily as the good prin-
- ciple, works righteoufne/s in the righteous. And
< @ that, the ariginal “of. wickednels being divine, -
.~wickednefs is as right as the deity from whom:it
; Hows, - Upon this horrid, Manichean fcheme, who

1-6an wonder at Mr. Toplady’s faying, - . "~
ArG. LXXI, [p. 6.3 o* 5Tis..a firft principle
of the Bible, 'and of - founnd Reafon, that whatever
i TARY) 'n'glzt 3y or will anfwer fome great end, &¢. in
. its- relaiion it the: whole.”.— Ersor is never mote -
;. dangerous: than - when it looks a liitle like truch,
. But when it is impofed upon the fimple, as. *“a finft

. principle of-the Bible, and of found reafon” :it
makes dreadful work. How conclufively will a.rf-’
. gid ‘predeftinaiian reafon, “if he fays, * Whatever

.18, is right : and therefore fin is right.—~Again, itfis

vwrong. to_hinder what is right : fin is right : .and

: therelpre it is wrong to hinder fin, == Once more,

. we ought o .do what is. right: fin is right: and

. therglore we ought to commit fin.”” — Now, in op-

. polition to Mr. Toplady's firl principle, 1 aflert as

- a, firft principle of rm_/g,n, that, though 1t was right

. in God not aé/olutely to hinder fin, yet fin is always
. wrong.=--- Qh, but God permitted it, and will get

o ) himfelt
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himfelf glory by difplaying his vindi€ive juftice in
punithing it: for the miniffration of condemnation
1$ GLORIOUs.” This argument has deluded many
a pious Calvinift. To overthrow it, I need only
obfeive, that righteoufns/s ExCEEDS condemnation
2n glory. . ' .

~In what refpe& is fin right ? Can it be right in
refpefl of God, if it brings him k/s glory than righ-
teoufnefs? Can it be.right in refpett of man, if it
bgings temporal mifery upon a//, and eternal mifery
upon seme ? Can it be wight in telpeét of vhe 4dgm-
3¢ law, the daw .of Mojes, or -the law of OChréft 2

-Cenainly mo: for fin:1s.-equally the tranfgrefiion -of

~all thefe Jaws. +*Oh, but it is right with refpeét ro
:the evangelical promifes”-——By no means: for the
‘evengehical promife, ‘vulgarly called the gojpel, tes-
tifies of Chrift, that he is the defiroyer ot fin, and
-affers.us a remedy x!lt‘ninﬁ fin. Now, if in were
.71gkt, the gofpel-which vemedies-it, :and Chrift who-
defroys it, would be wrong. I.conclude then, thvat,
Afdin as right, neither with relpe& of Gad, nor with
refpeét of maa ; weither with.zegard +o ‘the Jaw, nor
:with rqgard to thé ‘yo/pefy it is right-in no fhape 5

W.is.rong in every’péint of view..

“Byt why did Gop 'peymit it? " :>.';§g,.d,ﬁhe )

‘mever properly petmitted, wnilefs Mr. Toplady, who
.does not feruple to eall Gop *the Permiter of
.evil,’" can prove, thatto yordid in the moft folemn
-manner, and under the feverelt penalty, is the fame:
thing as o permit. o

Should you afk, Why did not Cop abfolutely
Rinder fine - 1 fill anfwer, 1, Becaufe his-wi/dom
faw, that a world where ' frec.agents and meceffary
agents are mixed, s ‘betrer [all things confidered ]
-than a world flocked with nothing but neceffary
-qgents ; i. e. treaturesva:/ﬁlwely hindeved from fib-
‘Rmg. — 3, Becaule his diffributive juflice ¢ould e
‘difplsyed no other way, than by the creation of ac-
-countable free-agents, made with an eye w0 w day
of judgmemt.— 3, Becanfe it would be as abfurd to

- o necejptate

T e s el . e . s
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neceffisace freevapenty, ‘as-to bid free-agents be, that:
th’e{migh}; mgze Jreecagents ;{-asaﬁ)oiilh as to
formv accountable crearures, that they mright ot bo
accountable~And 4, Betiufe, when God faw that!
the free-agency of his creatures would introduce fin,’
he determined to' over-rule, or remedy-it-in fuch a:
maaner as'wauld, upan the whete, render this world,
withiall the: vsluntary evil; and woluntary good in:
it, better: than a_world - of neciffary agems, where
nothing-but aeceffary good would have been difplay.
<y :=an inferior:fort of good this, ‘which would no
more have admitted of the exercife of God’s politis-
cal wifdom, and dtﬂn’batiw jeftice, thatr the excel--
lence: of predious flones and-fine flowers admits of'
laws, yewards, and punifhments. 7

* Shoulds. the reader-atk how far we may fafely go;’
to- ‘meet” the truth which borders moft upon” Mr.’
Toplady’s. fale principle, whatever: is, is- right ©
1 anfwer, 1, We may grant; nay, we ought to’
affert, that: Gop will get himfelf .glory every way.
Evangelical grace and juft wrath minifter-to his:
praife; though-not equally : and thedefore God will-
eth:-not primarily the desth of his creatoires. Punifie
ment is: his : frange work ; and he délights moie in’
the. exercifé of his remuncratiye goodnefs, than inv
the exercifeiof his vindi&ive jultice;—2, Hence it
appears,_that the- wrash of 'man, ‘and the rage of the-
devil, wilb turn to God's praife : butit is only to his

mnferior praife. Far, though the bleffed will fing: .
loud hallelujahs to divine juflice, when vengeance’
fhall overtake ‘the- ungodly ;- and though the cons:
{cience: of the ungedly - will give Geod' glory, and’
toftify that he is boly in all his werks, and righteous»
in all his. vindiétive. wayx; yet; this glory will be
only the gldty of the miniftration of condemnation 3
- a difpenfation - this, Wbig?w is inferior to the dif-

_ penfation: ofirightecus mercy. -Hence. it appears,
that thefe 'who dieith-theit fins, would-have brought:

more -glory -to: God by- chufing. righteoufrefs and’ +

lifes than:bey do by chufing death in the error of
. their

-
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their ways. But ftill,; this énferior praife, arifing:-
from the condemnation -and punifhmens. of ungodly

Jree-agents — this inferspr praife, I fay, mixed with?

tbe fuperidr praife arifing from thé jufification and

r;w:£'5: -of godly. fiee-agents, Willjfféxceed- the -
praife, which might bave accrued to Gop from the.
unavogidable obedience, and abfurd rewards of me-.
c¢ffitated agents,—of angels and ;men. abfolusely -
bopnd. to.obey by'a neceflitating: grace, :like. that:
which. 7ygid bound.willers preach : were weeven to:
fuppofe, .that 1his forcible gtace had calviniftically
caught al/ rationals in a net of finifhed falvation,
and had drawn them a// 10 heaven,. ps;irreGitibly as .
“ Simon Peter, d-ew ‘the net to land full of, great
filhes, an hundied and fifty and three.” For, be-!
fare the Lauwgiver and Fudge of- all the earth, the

. tfnpece,ﬂiga,led,, volyntary: goodnefs of -one angel, or -

one man, is more excellent than the neceffary good-
nefs of a world of creatures, as uhavoxdagly and”
paffively virtuous, .as a diamend is unavoidably and,
paffively bright. . . . Caem e
. Arc. LXXIL [p. ¢6.] - With .sefpe&t "to ' they
fecond part of Mr. Teplady’s dofiripe,: that what--
ever is, 1s right, becaule *“ it will anfwer fome great+
epd, &ec. in its relation to the whole; ! it is o<+
thing but logical paint put on a talfe principle, to+

" cover its deformity : for error can imitate - Jezebel, .
~who laid natural paint on her withered face, to fill-

up her hideous wrinkles, and impofe upon the {pec-:
tators. L may perhaps prove i1 by an’illuftration. !

- Lwant to demonftrate that cheating; extoriion, liti~;

gioufnefs, breaking the peace, r,obl:(ergies,and murders, :
ar: all right, and I do it by afferting, *.That they.

* anfwer fume great.ends in their relationto the whole ;-

for they employ the parliament in making lawsto pre- .
vent, end, or punifh them; they afford bufinels to.
all the judges, nmgiftrates, lawyers, fheriffs, con-
i;ablc;ﬁs,,.‘jalilvq(s,f turnkeys, thief-catchers; and execu-:
toners in, ihe kingdom': and .whea. robbers and-
i Cos o b, murderers

T
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murderers are hanged, they refleft praife upon the
government which extirpates them; they firike
terror into the wicked; and their untimely, dread.
ful end fets off the happinefs of a virtuous courfe
of life, and the blifs which crowns the death of the
righieous. Befides, many murderers and robbers
have been brought to Chrift for pardon and falvation,
like the dying thief, who by his robbery had the
good Juck to meet Chrift on the crofs: f{o that his
own gallows, as well as our Lord’s crofs, proved
the tree of life to that happy felon.” — The mif-
chievous abfugdity of thele pleas for the excellence
of wickednefs, put me in mind of the argumen:s,
by whieh a greedy f‘ublican of my parith once ex-
culpated himfelf, when I reproved him for encou-
raging tippling and drunkennefs. * The more ale
I fell, ',l’gld he, * the grealer is the king’s revenue,
If it were not for us, .the king could not live ; —
nor conld he pay the fleet and army ; — and. if we
had neither fleet nor army, we thould foon fall into
the hands of. the .Fiench.” Sv great are the ends,
which tippliug anfwers in its relation to the whole
‘Britigh .empire, it.we may believe a (a{pﬁcr. who
pleads for drunkennefs as plaufibly, as fome good,

miflaken men do for all manner of wickednels.
From the whole, if I am not miflaken, we may
fafely conclude, that, though all God's works are
right, yet fin, the work of fallen angels and fallen
men, s never right; and that, though the univerle,
with all its finfulnefs, is better than a finle/s world
neceffitated to be ﬁnlefs,l}y the deftrultion of free
agents; yet, as there is-fo much fin in the world,
through the wrong-ufe which free-agents make of
their powers, Mr.. T. advances an-unferiptural and
irrational maxim, when he fays, that, Whatever is,
A5 right ; and he impofes upon us an Arminian para-
‘dox, when he afferts that this dangerpus maxim
* is a firfl principle of the Bible and of fopgd rea-
fon.”. I sepeat it:. it was right in God te create
fiee-agents, to put them Iu{nder a prafticable law, and
to
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to determine to punifh them according to their workss
if they wantonly broke that law ; but it could never
be right in free-agents to break it, unlefs God had
bound them to do it by making calvinian decrees
neceffarily produ&ive of fin and wickednefs. And
fuppofing God had forbid free-agents to fin by his
law, and had neceffitated [which is more than to
m'oirfil them to fin by calvinian decrees; we defire
r. T. to Thew bow it could have been right in
God to forbid fin by law, to neceffitate men to fin
by decree, and to fend them into eternal fire for not
keepinga law which he had neceffitated them to break.
. The unreafonablenefs of this doétrine brings to
my remembrance the boldnefs of Mr, T's challenge
about the calvinian doftrine of Providence—a doc-
trine this, which afferts that God a}ﬁ;lutely neceff-
tates fome men to /in and be damned. See Sedt. ii.
- Arg. LXXIIL [Page 73.] * Upon ‘the plan
of Mr. Wefley’s confequence, the wretch was riot
a fool, but wife, who faid in his heart there is no

"God. I defy the Pelagian to ftrike out a middle

way between Providence and Chance,” [i. e. be-
tween Chance and the calvinian notions of a Provi-
dence, which abfolutely predeftinates fin, and neceff-
tates men and devils to commit it.—&ec.] * Why
did the heathens themfelves juftly deem Epicurus an
Atheift 7 Not becaufe he dented the being of a
God (for he afferted that :) but becaufe he denied

. the agency of God's univerfal Providence.”

From this: quotation it is evident, 1, That Mr.
T. indiretly charges us with holding an Epicurean,
atheiftical doftrine about Providence, becaufe we
‘abhor the doétrine of -a Predeftination which repre--
fents God as the author of fin. — And 2, That he
«efires or challenges us to point out a middle wa

_ “between the atheiftical do€trine of Chance, and'the

.calvinian do@irine of Providence. This challenge
is too important to be dilregarded: an anfwer.to1t
will conclude the argumentative part of this traft.

" "There
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There are twao oppofite errors with refpeét 1o
Providence.  The fir/i is that of the Epicurean phi-
lofophers, who thought that God daes not at all
concern himf{elt about our fins ; but leaves us o goon
as we })leafe, and as chance direfls. The fecond 1s
that ot the rigid Predeftinarians, who imagine that
God ad/olutely predeft nates fin and neceffarily brings
it" about to accomplith his ablolute decrees of
eternally faving fome men through Cirift, and of

eternally damning all the reft of mankind through
Adam. Of thefe two erroneous fentiments, the
latter appears to us the worle ; feeing it is better to
reprefent God as doing nothing, than to reprefent
him as doing wickednefs. The truth lies between
thefe two opinions ; God’s Providence is peculiasly
concerned about fin, but it does by no means nece/a-
raly bring it about. By this realonable doétrine we
an{wer Mr. T — s challenge, and ftrike out the
middle way between Ais error and that of Episurys.
If you afk, how far God’s Providence is concern-

ed about fin? we reply, that it is concerned about
it four ways. Firft, in morally hindering the inter-
nal commiffion of it, before it is committed. - Seq

.condly, in providentially hindering [at times] the

external commiflion. of ‘it, when it has been inten-

tionally committed. Thirdly, in marking, bound-
ing, and over-ruling it, while it is committed. And,
fourthly, in bringing about means of properly pardon-
ing or exemplarily punithing it, affer -it has been
committed. Dwell we a moment upon each of thefe

particulars. ' ,

1. Before fin is committed, divine Providence 1s
engaged in morally hindering the internal com-

- miffion of it. In order to this, Gop does two
things: Firlt, he forbids fin by natural, verbal, or
written laws. And fecondly, he keeps up our powers

.of body and foul ; enduing us with liberty, whereby

we may abftain, like moral agents, {rom the com-

mifion of fin; furnifthing us belides with a variety
of motives and helps to Kreﬁft every tcmpigation to
2 in t—



112 ANSWER 10 MR. TOPLADY.

fin :—a great variety this, which includes all God’s
threatnings and promifes; all his exhortations and

‘warnings ; — all the checks of our confciences, and

the ftrivings of the Holy Spirit ;—all the counfels of
good men, and the exemplary punitlhment of the
wicked ; together with the tears and blood of Chrift,
and the other peculiar means of grace, which God
has appointed to keep Chriflians fiom fin, and to
firengthen them in the performance of their duty.
2. When fin is committed in the intention, God
frequently prevents the outward commiflion, or the

Jull completion of it, by peculiar interpofitions of

his Providence. Thus he hindered the men of
Sodom from injuring Lot, by ftriking them with
blindnefs :--he hindered the Egyptians from enflaving
the Ifraclites, by drowning them in the Red Sea :--he
‘hindered Balaam from curfing Ifrael, by putting a
‘bridle in his mouth i—he hindered Jeroboam from
‘hurting the prophet who came out of Judah, by
‘drying up his royal hand, when he firetrhed it forth,
faying, lay Rold on him :—he hindered Herod from
deftroying the holy child Jefus, by Watning Jofeph
to fly into Egypt, &c. &c. The feriptures, and
the hiflory of the world, are full of accounts of the
ordinary and extraordinary interpofitions of divine
‘Piovidence, refpefting the deteltion of intended
mifchief, and the prefervation of perfons and flates,
‘whom the wicked determined to deftroy : and to go
no farther than England, the providential difeovery
‘of the gunpowder plot, is as remarkable an inftance
asany, that God keeps a watchful eye upon the coun-
fels of men,-and confounds their devices when eéver
he pleafes. ~ . .

* 3. During the commiffion of fin, God’s Provi-

dence is engaged in marking it, in fetting bounds to

it, in over-ruling it in a manner quite contrary fo

the expeflation of finners. Thus when Jofeph’s

Brethren contrived to get money by felling him in-

to Egypt, God contrived the prefervation -of Jacob's

houfehold.~~Thus, when Haman contrived a gallows:

: to

-— -
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to hang Mordecai thereon, the Lord o over-ruled
this cruel defign, that Haman was hanged on that
( very gallows.—Thus, when Satan wanted to deftroy
Job, God fet bounds to his rage, and bid the fiercé
_accufer fpare the good man’s life. The enviou$
fiend did his worlt to make the patient faint curfe
God to his face; but the Lord fo over:ruled his
malice, that it worked for good to Job. For when
Job’s patience had had its perfett work, all his mif-
fortunes ended in profperity, and all his temptftous
toflings raifed him to an higher degree of perfec-
tion: for, * The Lord knows how to deliver the
godly out of temptaticn, and to referve the unjuft
to the day of judgment, 2-Pet. ii. g.—Thus, again,
to preferve the feed of the righteous, God formerly
kept 100 prophets, and 7000 true Ifraelites, from
the cruelty of Jezebel; and for the fake of fincere
Chriftians, he will one day fhorten the great tribu. .
lation, or fierce perfecution, which the wicked thall
raile againft them, Mat. xxiv. 22. When the un-
godly are moft bufy in finning, God's Piavidence -
is moft employed in counter-woiking their fin, in
putting-bounds to their defperate defigns, and in
making ‘“a way for the godly -to efcape out of
temptation, that they may be able to bear it; for
the rod of the godly cometh not | with s full force]
into the lot of the righteous, leit the righteous put
forth their hand unto iniquity,” PL cxxxv. g, thro’
Tuch powerful and lafting temprations, as woull
mfake it #mpoffible for them to fland firm in the way
of duty.
4. V{’hen fin is a@ually commitred, the providence
of God [in conjun&ion witb his mercy and juftice]
\ is employed either in ufing means to bring finners
‘ to repentance, confeflion, and pardon, or in infli¢t-
ing upon them fuch punifhments as fcem moft proper
\ to divine wifdlom. To be convinced of it read the
1 hiftory of man’s redemption by Jefus Chrift. Mak
the various fleps by which Providence brings the
guilty (0 conviflion, the penitert to pardon, the
\ ' - Kg finally -

——
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Binally impenitent to deftru&ion, and all to fome
degree of punifhment.. By what an amazing train
of providential difpenfations were Jofeph’s brethren,
for infltance, brought to remember, lament, and
Amart for their cruel behaviour to him! And how
did God, by various affliftions, bring his rebellious
¥eople to confider their ways, and to humble them-
elves before him in the lands of their captivity !

~ What amazing work had divine Providence in check~

ing, and punifhing the fin of Pharaoh in Egypt ;.
~ that of the Ifraclites in the wildernefs ; —that of
David and his houfe in Jerufalem-.-and that of Ne-
buchadnezzar and Belthazzir in Babylon! - .
Evangelically and providentially opening the way
for the return of finners, and repaying obdurate
offenders to their face, make one half of God’s
works, as he is the gracious and righteous Governor
of men. We cannot doubt it, if we take notice
of the innumerable means, by which conuerfions and:
punifhkments are brought about. To touch only upon:
punifiments : fome estcnd to the fea, others to the
land : fome fpread over particular diftrifts, others
over whole kingdoms: — fome affii& a whole:
family, and others a whole community :— fome
affe&t the foul, and others the body :—fome fall only
upon one jlimb, or one of the fenfes; others upon-
the whole animal frame, and all the fenfes :— fome-
affeft our well-being, others our being itfelf :-..fome

* are confined te this world, and others extend to a

foture fate : --- fome are of a temporal, and others.
of an eternal nature. Now, fince Providence [in
fubferviency to divine juftice] manages all thefe
unifbments and their 1nnumerable confequ=nces,
Eow miftaken is Mr, T. when he infinuares, that
our doftrine fuppoles God to be an idle fpeftator
while fin is committed ! - . .
. & With refpe& to. the gracious.tempers of the
Tighteous, we believe that they all flow [though

without calvinian neceflity] from ¢ the tiee gift -

which is come upon all ‘men, and from the ight
o - whicl
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wehich enlightens every man that cometh into the
world.” And as to their good works, we are fo far
from excluding divine grace and Providence, inv
order to exalt abfolute free-will, that we 'aﬂ'ert,
Not one good work would ever be begun, continued,

or ended. if divine grace within us, and divine

Providence without us, did not animate our fouls,
fopport our bodies, help our infirmities, and [to
ufe the language of our church] * prevent, accome
peny, and ollow us” thro” the whole. And yet,
n all moral, and in many natural altions, we are as.
free from the laws of calvinian meceflity, as from

thole of the Great Mogul. :
6. With regard to the families and kingdoms of
“shis world, we affert, that God’s Providence either
baffles, controls, or feis bounds to the bad: defigns
of the wicked : whilft it has the prineipal hantf in
fucceeding: the good defigns of the righteous, as.
often as they have any fuccefs : for, except the Lord
Aeep the city, as well as the watchman, the waiche
man waketh but in vain.---And with refpett to the:
courfe of nature, we believe that it is ordered by
his unerring counfel. In order ta maintain order:
in the univerfe, his providential wifdam made admi=
rable laws of atiraltion, tegulﬁoa, genération; fer-
mentation, vegetation, an diffolution.: And his
providential pewer and watchfulnefs are [r1hough
without either labour or amxiety} continmally en-
gaged. in condulting all things according to thofe
laws ; except when &on,pfoper occafiuns] be fuf-
pends the influence of bis own natural decrees ; and:
then fire may ceale to burn ;--.iron-to fink in water;,
- ~-and hungry lons, to devour their helplefs prey.
Nay, at the beck of Omnipotence, a widow’s crufe
of oil, and barrel of meal, fhall be filled without
‘the help of the olive tree, and the formality of a
growing harveft ;...a dry rod fhall fuddenly bloffom,
and a green fig-tree fhall inflantly be dried up ; --<
garments in daily ufe fhall not wear ot in forty
yeass ~--a praphet fhalk live fogty days without food ;-

© o » »=-the
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---the liquid waves fhall afford a folid walk to a ba-
lieving Apoftle ; ---a fifh fhall bring back the piece
of money which it had {fwallowed --- and water fhall
be turned into wine without the gradual procefs of
vegetation. | o : ,

It Mr. T. does us the juflice to weigh thefe fix
obfervations upon the prodigious work, which God’s
Providence carried on in the moral, fpiritual, and
natural world, according to our doflrine ; we hope
he will no more intimate, -that we atkeiftically deny,
or heretically defame that divine attribute.

To conclude : we exaétly fteer our courfe between
rigid free-willers, who fuppole they are independant:
on God’s Providence ; and rigid bound-willers, who
fancy they do nothing, but what Fate or God’s Pro~
vidence abfolutely dinds them to do. We equally.
deteft the erior of Epicurus, and that of Mr. Top-
lady. The former taught, that God took no notice
of fin; the lauer fays, that God by gfcaa'ou‘s per-
myffions, and irrefiftible decices, ablolutely neceflitates
men to commit ir. But we maintain, that although
God never abfolutely. necefféated his creatures to fin ;

et his Providence is remarkably employed about fin
in all the above-defcribed ways. And if Mr. Top-
lady will call us defamers of divine Providence, and
Atheifls, becaufe we dare not reprefent God, dire&t-
ly or indirellly, as the auil.or of fin; we rejoice in:
fo honourable a reproach, and humbly truft that this,

as well as all manner of fimilar evil, is rafhly faid

of us for righicoufnefs [ake. -
. . . wrrrrrn ) g

S ECT 1 ON X
Some encouragement for thofe, ‘who, from a princi-
_ ple of conlciénce, bear their teftimonyagainft the
~ Antinomian doflrine of calvinian eleftion, and

* the barbarous doéirine of calvinian reprobation.
I~ Hambly hope that I have, in the preceding

& pages, contended for the truth of the gofpel, and.
the hongur.of God's: perfeCtipns. My confcience

St e ’ bears

Cae
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‘bears me witnefs, that I have endeavoured to do it
with the fincerity of a candid enquirer afier t-uth ;
.and that 1 have not, krowingly, leapéd over one
material difficulty, which Mr. T, bas thrown in the
way of the laborious divine, whofe evangelical prin-
ciples I vindicate. And now, judicious reader, if
1 have done my part, as a detctter of the fallacies,
by which the modern doflrines of grace are ** kept
upon their legs ;*’ let me prevail upon thee to do thy
part as a judge, and to fay if the right leg ot Calvin-
tfm [i. e, the lawlefs eleion ot an unfcriptural
grace] fo draws thy admiration, as to inake thee
overlook the deformity of the lft leg [is e. the ab-
" furd, unholy, fin-enfuing, hell procuring, mercilefs,
-and unjuft reprobation, which Mr. T. has atemnpred
30 vindicate,] Shall thy reafon, thy confience,
thy feelings, thy Brble---and [what is sore than
this] thall all the perfeflions of thy Gop, and the
veracity of thy Saviour, be facrificed on the altar of
@ reprobatien, which none of the proplhets, apuftles,
and early fathess ever heard of ?-.a barbarous repre-
bation, which heated Auguftin drew from the hosri-
ble error of Manichean neceflity, and clothed with

fome feripture exprefions detached Irom the coa- .

text, and wrefled fsom their orininal meaning ? -~
a pharifaic reprobatien, which the church of Rome
" took from him, and which feme of our reformess
unhappily brought from that corrupted fociety into
the prateftant churches ?---In a word, a reprobation
which difgraces Chriftianity, when that holy religion
is confidered as a fyllem of evangclical dofirine, a8
much as our meft enormous crimes difgrace it, when
it is confidered as a fyflem of pure morality ? ---
fhall {uch a reprobation, I fay, find a place in thy

«creed !---yea, among thy dod¥rines of grace! Gobp

forbid ! L
. Dii meliore piis ! erroremgque kofiibus itlum | 1
hope better tbi’:g‘: of thy‘z'ag:)dor,./:l:od fenfe, and

picty. 1t prejudice, human authority, and voluntary |

humility, feduce meny geod men 1nto, a profound:
\ . ' reverence
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reverence for that flupendous dogma, be not carried
away by their number, or biafled by their fhouts.
Remember that all Ifrael, and good Aaron at their
bead, danced once around the golden calf : - that
deluded Solomon was feen bowing at the fhrine of
Athtaroih, the abomination of the Sidinians: --
that all our godly fathers worfhipped a confecrated
wafer 400 years ago: that all the world wandered
after the beaft :--- and that God’s chofen people went
a whoring with their own inventions, and once fa-
crificed their fons and their daughters to devils upon

the altar -of Moloch. --- Confider this, I fay, and.

take courage: be not afraid to ** be pilloried in a
preface, flogged at a pamphlet’s tail,” and treated as
-a knave, atelon, or ablalphemer, thro’ the whole
of the next Vindication of the. * deified decrees,
which. are commonly called Calvini/m. This may
be thy lot, if-thou dareft to bear thy plain teftimony
againft the Antinomian idol of the day. BTN

Neor fay that thou art not in Italy, or Portugal:
but in a proteftant-land, a land of liberty-.-in Eng-

land : for thou mighteft-meet with more  mercy from

aeprobating. priefts in popifh Naples than in ortho-

dox Geneva. Being fome years ago in the former

of thofe citics, among the.fine buildings which I

viewed, one peculiarly drew- my attention. It was.

a towering monument feveral flories high, erefted
by the ﬁafuns in honour ot the Virgin Mary,
whofe image flood on the top of the elegant ftruc-
. ture, But what furprifed me moft, was an Italian
infcription engraven upon a ftone of the monument,
to this puspofe : “ Pope Benediét the X1Vth, grants
@ plenary mdulgence to all thefe, who fhall honour
this holy image ; with privilege to deliver one foul

~ , out of purgatory, every time they fhall pay their
: { refpc&slt,o this immaculate mother.” While I copied -

this infcription in my pocket-book, and dropped to

my fellow.traveller an innocent irony about the -~

® Mr. T. calls them The Decrees of God, and it is an axiom:
among the Calvinifls, that # God’s decrees are God himfelf.”.
o abfurdity

-
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ablurdity of this popifh decree ;: two or three priefts

paffed by : they fmelt out our herefy, looked dif- '
pleafed, but did not infult us. Mr., Wefley took i
fome years ago a fimilar liberty with a literary monu-  °
ment “ere@ed in myftic Geneva, to the honour of ':

' abfolute reﬁrobation. He fmiled at the feverity of
| calvinian bigotry ; and not without reafon: fince
L - popith bigotry kindly fends a foul out of furgatary,.

if you reverence the black image, which is pomp-
ouly called the ymmaculate Mother of God: whereas
calvinian bigoiry indire@ly fends fo Aell all thole,
who fhall not bow to the doftrinal image, which fhe
calls Divine Sovereignty, upon as good ground, as
fome ancient devotees called the appetite of Bel
| Baal] and the Dragon DiviNe VORACITY. -
He [Mr. Wefley] added to his fmile the publica- -
tion .of an ironical reproof. A gentleman, who ferves
at the aliar of abfolute Reprobation, caught him in
the fu&t, and faid fomething about- * tran{mitting
the criminal to Virginia or Maryland, if not.to
Tyburn.” * But free-wrath yielded to' free-grace.
¥ Calvinian mercy rejoiced over orthodox judgment,
Mr. Wefley is {pared. - The Vindicator * of the
dolrines of grace,” alter *“wrapping his knuckles”
--- * pillorying™ -him in a preface---and flogging”
him again. and agdn in two pamphlets, and in a
huge book, with tendernefs peculiar to the Houfe
of Mercy, where popith reprobation checks proteite
ant Heiely ;---the Vindicator of Proteftant Repro-
bation, I fay, has let the grey-headed heretic go with
this gentle and civil reprunand : [p.; 10.]---¢ Had
1 publicly diftorred and defamed the .decrees of
God :” I{/Iwuld tt not be ? had I held out to public
view the ablurdity of the imaginary decrees by
Calvin : |--+ had I moreover advanced fo many miles
beyond boldnefs, as to lay thofe diftortions and
defamations at the door of another :* [ fhould it
not be? had I moreover ironically afleried, that
monftrous confequences neceffarily f{ow from mon(-

* Sce Mr, Toplady’s letter to Mr, Welley, p. 6.
trous

B _and

-
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" [ grous premifes: ] * beld as 1 am affirmed t0o be, I

..~ ‘could never have looked up afterwards.. I fhould

. bave thought cuery méfcreant 1 met an honefler vnan -
. than myfelf. But Mr. John feems a perfeét firanger /
to thefe feelings. His murus eheneas” {his braffy
hardne/s] * has been too long iransferred from bis

~ confcience to his forchead. On the whole, &c. 1

- ,bad rather fet the antient offender pafs unchaftized

_than {oil my hands in the operation,” As -Mr.
Wefley is fo kindly difmiffed by Mr. Toplady, E
muft aHo difmifs thee, genile Reader, and leave
thee ta decide, which is mott likely to convert the€
to ralvinian reprebation, Urbanitas ov Logica Gene-
wen/es; --- the Courtefy of our Opponents, or their
Jrguments. - - )4

. In the mean time, if thou defireflt to know how
near calvinian eleflion comes to the truth, and what
is the reprobation which the feripture maintains, ¥

~ promife thee- * An Efflay on the pastial eleQion of

© .. grace, and on the impartial ele@ion of juflice:” ---

A double Effay this, that will, 1 uuft, unfold the -
difficulties, in which prejudiced divines, and fyflem- 4
makers have, for thefe fourteen hundred years, in.- ’
volved the fundamental do@rine of eleftion, And,

§f that_piece dees fiot end the controver{y, [which;
confidering the prevalence of bigotry, is not to be
expefled in our days] I flater myfelf that it will,
at leaft, check party-fpirit, reconcile judicious pro-
teftants to one another, and give fome ofetul hints

" to .more refpeGable divines, who in happier days,

.4 will ‘exert therfelves in the total extirpation of the

v % exrors, which difgrace modern Chriftianity. '

P
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