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Hes. xiii. 7. Remember them that bad the
rule over you, who fpake to you the word of
God, whofe faith follow, confidering the end
of their converfation. S

1. I MAKE no apology for reading the
paflage thus, though not quite according to our com-
mon tranflation, becaufe rlat rouft appear improper
even to an.Englith reader, as being manifefily con-

tradi@ory to itfelf. For it fuppofes the perfons, here = -

refered to, to be dead, and yet fpeaks ot them as now-
prefiding over the -Hebrews. Bithop Llyd, in his
funeral Sermon for Bithop #ilkins, gives it as his:
opinion that the words may refer to the two Famess,-
viz. Fames the elder, the Son of Zcbedee, the
brother of fohn, who was beheaded by Herod in
the year of our Lord 44, and Fames the lefs, the Son
of Alpheus or Cleophas, the brother, that is the kinf~
man of our Lord, who alfo, it feems, was taken
bence before the writing of this Epiftle, fuffering
martyrdom, as is fuppofed, in the year 62. And
when it is confidered that both of thefe Apoftles had
refided.at Jerufalem and had had the overfight of
the church there, and that the latter James had only
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~ .



, [ 21

been removed a few months when this Epiftle was
written, having been preferved to inftru& and-over-
fee the Hebrew Chriftians almoft twenty years after
the death of the former, it muft appear highly pro- -
bable that the Bithop is right in his conjeftures..,
At the fame time, however, the Apoftle exprefles
himfelf in fuch a manner as to include all, who,
under the direGtion of thefe Apoftles, had fpoken’the
word of God to the Hebrews and had prefided in
their aflemblies.

2. But as no Scripture is of any private or
particular interpretation, but is intended to bé of ge-
neral ufe, may we not confider this apaftolic advice as.
given to ourfelves, with a reference to thofe eminent
fervants of God whom the Lord has I3tely removed
from among us, viz. the Rev. Fobn Flctcher, the
Rev. Charles Wefley, and the Rev. Fobit Wefley?
men famous in their day, and eminently diftinguithéd -
in the churches, for their abilities, their labours and
their fuccels in fpreading the gofpel of the grace-of
God. In particular, we feem, on this ‘'occafion, to
be called upon to remember the perfon laft men--
tioned, who, though the firft of them in the work,
and more advanced in age than either of tHt othersy
- was yet fpared to out live them both, and almaft all -
his cotemporaries, and was. under God our Father -
and Qverfeer ; who prefided over us and fpake to us
the word of God for above half'a century, and
whofe prefence amongf us at thefe Meetirigs was of
- fuch great. ufe and impostance to us. .

. 3. Indeed, bim we cannot but remember, efpe-
cially now, whea we find fuch a. want of his' pa-
rental inftru&ion, advice and authority. However,
while we bewail the lofs we have fuftained, and la-
“ment the day. when the Lord took away our head
from ws; and while we humble ourfelves before
. God. for our great unfaithfulnes, and mifimprove- -
e, ~ ment
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ment of .our privileges, let us not. forget how long
he lentghis honoured fervant to us, and to what an
advanced age he lengthened out his ufeful life. And

- while we praife him for this, as well as for many

‘~other inftances of his undeferved kindnefs to the

- community with which we are united, let us ear-

neftly pray that he would fan&ify the difpenfation, .

and in fome degree make up our lofs, by caufing a

large meafure of his- Spirit to defcend upon all his

fervants before him, employed in publithing the gof-
pel of his grace! . _ . ‘

4. As.my intention in this difcourfe is to .re-
commend the faith of our departed Father to your
imitation, it will not be foreign to my purpofe t
endeavour to bring to your remembrance,— ‘
<o L7 A few particulars that refpet his life and
" charaéter as a Man, as a Scholar, as a Chriflian, and
- as a Minifler of Chrifl, a Shepherd and Bifbop of

Sosls. is I hope will prepare the way for your

receiving more favourably,--- ‘

II. - The exhortation I purpofe giving you to
- follew his faith,---confidering, ~
Ik ¢ end of bhis converfation. ‘
- And,"Firft, I'am to remind you of a few particu+
. ars that refpe& the life and charalter of this great
man." - o :

1. Though the true faith of our Lord Jefus
Chrift may certainly be found, and often is found,
in perfons of fmall intelletual abilities, yet it muft be
owhed that it appears in fuch to great difadvantagé.’
‘Their ideas of the great doétrines of the gofpel are
neither.clear nor diftin?, nor are they able to arrange
them in proper order, for the improvement of their
own knowljedge or the edification of others. The
precious truths of Chriftianity lie in their minds like
gold, or filver, or precious flones in the earth, mixed

- with much drofs and ig great diforder. In perfot;:_

, 2. o
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of greater difcernment and of a more enlarged mind
and refined tafte, they may be compared to precious
Sones cut and polithed and fet in tablets of gold, or to
gold and filver refined from their drofs and formed
into beautiful and ufeful veflels. Such was our late
Rev. Father and Paftor, a man of a moft compre-
~/ henfive mind and fublime genius. His judgment
" was clear, his fancy lively, his reafon ftrong and his,
memory tenacious. No man could be better quali -
fied by nature for difcerning the truth himfelf, or
for reprefenting it to others in the moft clear and
convincing point of view. -’ :

2. And he had every help which education
could well give him. He was perfe@t in thofe an-
cient languages in which the holy fcriptures were
originally written, and particularly fo in Gree#, the
original "language of the New Teftament. ‘Fhis,
as a tutor he taught many years at Oxford, and, it
feems, Hebrew too, if not publicly and profeffionally,
at leaft to fome individuals in private. For we find
the late Rev. Mr Hervey in one of his letters to him .
thariking him, as for many other favours, fo elpecially
¢« for teaching him Hebrew.”” He underftood feveral
of the modern tongues, as French and Geraan. He
excelled in Logic, was well (killed. in natural Phily«
Japhy, as his many volumes publifhed on that {ubjeét
thew, and was an accurate Hiflorian. And what
perhaps  affords yet greater help towards the dif-
covery of truth, than any of the branches of litera-
ture already mentioned, as tending to habituate a
perfon to think clofely upon a fubjed, and to dif-
tinguith between probabilityand certainty, he was well
read in Mathematics, efpecially in thofe branches of

- them which have the neareft relation to ufefulnefs
in life. - As to Divinity, 1 need fay nothing. 'His
voluminous writings fhew how much he had ftu-
died and how well he underftood that fubjett. But.

. 3. but
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3. - But it will be objected here, and that with
great reafon, that all; thefe and -fuch like endow-
‘ments, are not fufficient to qualify ‘a man for en-
derftanding the truth as it is in Jefus. It will be
urged, that the natural man (¥vywmos the man who
has indeed a rational foul in his body, but no divine
infpiration in his foul, difcerneth ot the thingsvf God,
nay that they are foolifbnefs unto him, and that he
cannot know them becaufe they are [piritually difcerned 5
and that the things of God knoweth no man but by the
Jpirit of God.. This is freely granted, and therefore
his natural abilities, and his advantages of education,
would not have betn fo much a8 hinted at in this
difeourfe, could we not have given, alfo, good proof
that be, that commanded light to fbine out of darknefs,
had fhined into bis beart to enlighten him with the
kniwledge of bis ghry in the face of Chrif} Fefus. ‘
. It is well known to this congregation, ‘that
" although he had been ftrily educated, and was
unblamable as to his outward conduét from a child,
_yet it was not till about the twenty-fecond year of
- his age,” when he was prefled by his father to enter
into holy orders, that he became acquainted with the
nature and neceflity of inward religion. By read- -
ing that incomparable book Thomas a Kempis’s
Chriftian Pattern, which a kind Providence threw in
his way, he was brought to.fee that true religion
is feated in the heart, and that to be renewed in
the fpirit of our minds, is of as great- neceffity as to
have our prafice regulated by the commandments
of God. - At this religion he now began to aim,’
and though not yet properly convinced -of fin nor
aequainted with the depravity of his nature, he foon
tafted mych fweetnefs in alpiring after it. Meeting
alfo, as he informs us, with a religious friend, he-
began to alter the whole courfe of his' converfation
and to fet in earneft upon a new life. He fet apart
SR Bz - : : an
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an houror two a day for. religious retirement. He
communicated every week. He watched againft all
fin, whether in word or deed, and aimed at, and
prayed for inward holinefs. v

5. “ Soon after this,”” fays he, ¢ removing to an-
¢ other college, I executed a refolution which I was
¢ -before convinced was of the utmoft importance, -
“ viz. to fhake off; at once, all my trifling acquaint-
¢ ance. Ibegan now to fee, more and more, the va-
“‘lue of time, and to apply myfelf clofer to ftudy. I
¢ watched'more carefully againft acual fin, and ad-
4 vifed others to be religious according to that fcheme -
¢ of religion by which I modelled my own life.-
“ And meeting now with Mr. Law’s Serious Call
“and Chriflian Perfection, 1 was convinced more .
¢ than ever of the exceeding height and depth, length
¢ and breadth of the law of God. The light now
¢ flowed in fo mightily upon my foul, that every
¢ thing appeared in a new view. I cried to God
¢ for help, and refolved not to prolong the time of
© obeying him,as I had never done before. Ac-
“« corgingly I began vifiting the prifons, affifting
¢ the poor and fick in the town, and doing what
¢ other good I could by my prefence or little fortune
“ to the bodies and fouls of men. To thisend I.~
¢ I abridged myfelf >’ (would to God, my brethren,
we were all difpofed to do the fame!) « of all fuper~
< fluities and of many of what are called the necef-
¢ faries of life. A little after I begun obferving
¢ the Wednefday and Friday -fafts, commonly ob-
" ¢ ferved in the ancient church, tafting no food till
¢ three o’clock in the afternoon.”

6. All this while, however, he was in a great
meafure a ftranger ta faith in Chrifty and indeed was
but little acquainted with himfelf. Hence, being
ignorant of God's rigbteou/rz;’/}, and going about to efla-
© blifb bis own righteoufnefs, be did nat fubmit bimfelf to.
the righteoufnefs of God., Accordingly he was flill

. . ' uncertain
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uncertain as to -his acceptance with God, and in
bondage to the fear of death. ¢ At this,” fays e,
« I was then not a little furprized, not imagining I
¢ had all this time been building on the fand, and
¢ that other foundation can no man lay, than that
¢ js laid by God, even Jefus Chrift.”” - ,
- 7. Butin a little time God opened his eyes, and
manifefted in bim, as he has don€ in many others,
the truth of that promife, If any man will do my will,
he fhall know of the doéirine whether it be of God.
Obferving, on fhipboard, in his paflage to~ America,
the calm and compofed behaviour of a few Germans,
during fome very tremendous ftorms, he was con-
vinced they were in a very different ftate from him-
- felf, as they were manifeftly raifed above the fear of
~ death. Some converfation he had with Mr. Span-
genberg, a German minifler, after he landed, was a
means of giving him fill farther light, and before
he fet fail to return to England, December 22, 1737,
about two years and four months after he left his
own country, the hardthips and perfecutions he had
met with in that remote part of the world, had
been fo fandlified to him, that he was brought to a
very full acquaintance with his own heart, and thus
~ was_prepared for that difcovery of the love of God
~in Chrift Jefus, which it pleafed God foon after to
afford him. -
8. It was on the 8th of January, 1738, that,
being on his paffage home, he wrote as follows:
¢« By the moft infallible of proofs, inward feeling,
1 am convinced, 1. Of wnbelief, having ne fuch
¢ faith in Chrift as will \prevent my heart from
¢ being troubled. 2. Of pride, throughout my life
¢ paft, inafmuch as I thought I had what I find I have
“not. 3. Of grofs irrecollection, inafmuch as in a
“ florm I cry to God every moment, in a calm not.
$¢4. Of levity and luxuriagey of fpirit, recurring
: : ¢ when
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« whenever the preflure is taken off, and appearing
« by my fpeaking words not tending to edify ; but
« moft by my manner of fpeaking of my enemies.
« Lord fave or I perith! Save me, 1. By gxch a faith
<« as implies peace in life and death. 2. By fuch bu-
< mility as may fill my heart from this hour for ever
« with a piercing uninterrupted fenfe. ¢ I have done
< ¢ nothing hitherto,” having evidently.built without
<« a foundation. 3. By fuch arecolle@ion as may cry
¢ to thee every moment, efpecially when all is ca/m.
¢ 4. By fteadinefs, ferioufnefs, fobriety of fpirit, avoid-
¢ ing as fire every word that tendeth not to edifying,
« and never fpeaking of any that oppofe me or fin
¢« againt God, without all my own fins fet in array
« before my face.”” “Could he who writes thefe
words be unacquainted with himfelf? ’
9. A fortnight after he fpeaks yet more clearly.
Some of his expreflions are, “ I went to America
<« to convert the Indians, but Oh! who thall convert
¢« me? Who, what is he that will deliver me from
. ¢ this evil heart of unbelief? I have a fair fummer re-
<% ligion. I can talk well, nay and believe too, when
« no danger is near; but let death look mein the face
« and my fpirit is troubled. Nor canI fayto dieis gain.
¢ 1 have a fin of fear that when I have fpun
¢ My laft thread I fhall perith on the fhore.
« I think verily if the gofpel be true I am fafe.—But
¢ in a ftorm I think, ¢ What if the gofpel be not true ?
¢Then thou art of all men the moft foolith. For
¢ what haft thou given thy goods, thy eafe, thy
¢ friends, thy reputation, thy countP', thy life? For
¢ what art thou wandering over the face of the earth ?
¢ A dream, a cunningly devifed fable? O! Who -
¢ will deliver me from this fear of death? What
¢ fhall I do? Where fhall I fly from it?” '
10. Again, a little after, he fays, « Itis now two'
¢ years and almoft four months fince I left my native
' ¢ country
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¢ country, in order to teach the Georgian Indians
¢ the nature of Chriflianity: but what have I learned
“ myfelf in the mean time? Why (what 1 leaft of
¢ all fufpe@ed) that I who went to America to con-
¢« vert others was never myfelf converted to (God.
“ I am not mad though I thus fpeak, but I fpeak the
¢« words of truth and fobernefs; if, happily, fome of
¢ thofe who fiill dream may awake and fee that as I
“ am fo are they.” '

« This have I learned in the ends of the earth,
“ that I am fallen fhort of the glory of God; that
¢“ my whole heart is altogether corrupt and abo-
¢ minable, and confequently my whole life (feeing
“jt cannot be that an evil tree fhould bring forth
¢ good fruit): that alienated as I am from the life
« of God, I am a child of wrath, an-heir of hell:
¢ that my own works, my own fufferings, my own
¢ righteoufnefs, are fo far from reconciling me to an
¢ offended God, fo far from making an atonement
¢ for the leaft of thofe fins which are more in num-
¢ ber than the hairs of my head, that the moft fpe-
¢ cipus of them heed an atonement themfelves, or
¢« they cannot abide his righteous judgment: that

_%¢ having the fenteace of death in my heart, and
¢ having nothing in, or of myfelf to plead, I have no
““hope but that of being juftified freely, threugh the
¢ redemption that is in Chrift Jefus: 1 have no hope
 but that if [ feek I thall find Chrift, and be found
“in him, not having my own righteonfnefs, but that
 awhich is through the fa th of Chrifl the righteoufnefs
« which is of God by faith.

- 11.  Of this faith he feems to have had, at this
time, a very clear notion, though not fo clear as he
afterwards obtained, partly by converfing with Peter
Bohler, and fome others, and partly by continually
fearching the fcriptures upon this head. ~ In this way
it pleafed God foon to convince him that fa:ing

: : aith
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taith (as our Church exprefles.it) is ¢ a fure truft
“ and ‘confidence, which a man hath in God, that
‘“ through the merits of Chrift his fins are forgiven
¢ and he reconciled to the favour of God.” He
faw too, that holinefs and happinefs, that love, peace
and joy are the never failing fruits of this faith, and
" that it is frequently given in'a moment. But fill
he himfelf was not in poffeflion of it: and this was,
for fome weeks, a fource of great bitternefs and dif-
trefs to his foul. ¢ I feel what you fay”’ (fays he, in -
.in a letter to a friend) ¢ at this time, though not
¢ enough ; for I am under the fame condemnation.
¢ fee that the whole law of God is holy, juft and
“good. I know every thought, every temper of
*¢ my foul ought to bear God’s image and fuper-
¢« fcription. But how am I fallen from the glory
“ of God; I feel that I am fold under fin. Iknow
¢ too, that I deferve nothing %ut wrath, being full
¢ of all abominations; and having no gnod thing in
¢ me to atone for them, or to remove-the wrath of -
“of God. All my works, mry righteoufnefs, my
¢ prayers, need an atonement for themfelves. = So
¢ that my mouth is flopped. I have nothing to
¢ plead, God is holy, I am unholy. Geod isa con-
“ fuming fire. I am altogether a finner meet to be
¢ confumed. Yet, 1 hear a voice (and. is it not the
¢« voice of God?) faying, Believe and thou fhalt be
« faved. He that believeth is paffed from death
“to life” :

Iz.f He who wrote thefe words could not be far
from the kingdon of God. Deeply convinced of
fin as he manifetly was, of his depravity and weak-
nefs as well as of his guilt, and groaning for redemp=
tion in the blood of Jefus, even the forgivenefs of
his fins and a new nature, he could not be long
without finding merey. Accordingly a day or two
after, while at a meeting at Alderfgate-ftreet, he ;:a;

A enable
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enabled to caft his foul on Chrift, and to truft-in
him alone for falvation, and an affurance was given
him that his fins were blotted out and he reconciled
to the favour of God. The peace and love he
immediately felt in his foul, and the fpirit of prayer
which he found -for his enemies, were fufficient evi- .
dences that the work was genuine.

13. But the grand and moft fatisfaQory evidence
of any man’s converfion is his fubfequent -temper

- and condu&. Thefe in the Rev. Mr. Wefley, T

truft, were fuch as confirmed his profeflion. This
congregation, I am perfuaded, will not think I exag-
gerate, if I reprefent him as remarkable for almoft
every grace or virtue that does or can adorn a fol-
lower of Jefus. He was ftrong in faith and mighty

.in prayer, not a few, in the courfe of his feventy

years labours in the Lord’s vineyard, having been
healed in body or mifd, or both, while he was en-
gaged in prayer to God with or for them. His
refolution "in undertaking and profecuting whatever
he believed would be for the glory of God and the
good of mankind was unconquerable. Nor was he

difcouraged by difficulties, how many or great foever.

His confidence in God, his courage and tranquility
amidft tumults of the people, waves"of the fea, dan-
gers and deaths, was equally remarkable. He trufted
in the Lord, and therefore was kept in perfe&t
peace : nay, was as Mount Zijon which cannot be

removed. And what fhall I fay of his bumility 2

Of the very deep and conftant fenfe he manifeftly
had of his infirmities and -imperfe@ions, and of his
continual need of the mercy of God and of the
merits of Chrift? This was undoubtedly, to his dy-
ing day, the uninterrupted temper of his mind, and
Tanguage of his lips and life. His refignation, like-
wifey,'to the divine will, and patience under the dif-
penfations of his Providence, were equally manifeft,
LN .. . s as
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-as allo his meeknefs, gentlenefls, and lng fuffering,

amidft the very many infults, and injpries, and much
ill ufage he met with. And as no man was ever
more attached and faithful to his friends, fo no man
ever more freely forgave his enemies, of which clafs,
it is well known, like all other great and good men,
he had not a few, _

14. But how remarkable foever he might be for
thefe graces, he was yet more eminent for benevo-
lence, mercy and charity. . His life was one continued
good work, one conflant labour to do good to the
bodies and fouls of men And as he fed thoufands
and myriads with"the living bread, fo alfo not a few
with the bread that perifheth. Whatever he could
fpare from the profits of his fellowfhip before his
marriage, or from the income arifing from the fale
of his books afterwards, together with the donations
made him now and then by particular friends, was
wholly diftributed to the fick and needy. He was
cyes to the blind, and feet to the lame: a light (as it
were) to them that fat in darknefs, making the hearts
of the fatherlefs and the widows to fing for joy. His
generofity and liberality according to his power, can-
not be defcribed nor hardly conceived by thofe that
did not know him. His temperance alfo and felf-
denial muft not be paflfed over in filence. It is true
that for many years laft paft, many, in town and
country, were eager to thew their love to him and
his friends, by providing very liberally when he was
to vifit them on his journeys through the kingdom.
But it is well known that his general rule was only
to eat of one dith. In fhort all the graces and vir-
tues, that adorn the chriftian charater were more or
lefs, found in him and that mixed with fuch fwcet-
nefs, affability, courtefy and good-breeding, that he
was the delight of every company he came in, nor
was it poflible, almoft, for any one to be a few

minutes
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minutes prefent while he was converfing with his
friends, in a free and familiar manner, without beiqﬁ
at once edified and highly delighted.” He had rea
and feen .fo much; was fo well acquainted with
men and things, with the world and with the
church, that he had an inexhauftible fund for en-
tertaining and ufeful converfation : nor could any
feaft, how elegant and fumptuous fo ever, afford half
the pleafure and delight which his moft enlivening
and exhilerating difcourfe afforded.

15. As a Preacher he was always heard with deep
attention, generally with much profit, and not feldom
with furprizing and wonderful effe&t; whether of
forrow in thofe that were cut to the heart by his
word, or of joy in thofe whofe tears were wiped

‘away, and whofe wounds were healed by the balm

" of his doétrine. He was always concife and clear.

He never advanced any thing umneceffary or more
than enough, nor delivered himfelf in a manner that
was not intelligible to the meaneft of his hearers, if
attentive. He was often full as well as clear, and
to fuch as were intelligent, gave perfe&t fatisfation

“apon almoft every fubje& he undertook to explain.

-

And his preaching was fo forcible and convincing
that it was hardly poffible to hear him attentively,
without being as much difpleafed at one’s felf as
one was pleafed with the preacher. The Lord’s
word in his mouth was indeed guick and powerful,
and fharper than any two edged fword, piercing to the
dividing afunder of foul and [pirit, joints and marrows,

‘and was a difcerner of the thoughts and intents of
- the beart. o

16. Asa Writer he is much to be admired. He
employed his pen on almoft all fubje&ts that are
ufeful to mankind, and treated them in a manner
always agreeable and often highly pleafing, ' His

C ‘ method
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_method was eafy, natural, and exa®. His ftyle,
:xugh not laboured and flowery (a kind of ftyle
ich he never admired) yet was pure, perfpicuous, -
and manly ; much like that of Addifon, univerfally
acknowledged gne of the moft plealing writers this
or any nation has produced. Though moft of his
publications are in profe, yet they are written in fuch
a lively and entertaining manner, that they are read
with as much pleafure as moft poetical pieces. Of
his abilities in Poetry too he has given us many fpe-
cimens. And it appears that had his more ferious
and important ftudies and labours permitted him to
employ himfelf that way, that he would not have
fallen fhort of his brothers Charles, or Samuel Wef-

ley, or the pious and ingenious Dr. Watts.
17, I have only to fpeak of him in the chara&er
" ofa gbepberd and Bifhop of fouls, in which he pe-
culiarly fhone, which was his chief calling, and his
- principal employment, and for which he was moft
admirably fitted by nature, and by grace. As pro-
bably no perfon has exifted fince the Apoftles days,
who ever had fo many fouls under his care, fo many
to feed and overfee; fo perhaps no one was ever
better qualified for fuch a work. The bhealth,
Srength and altivity of his body, capable of fo much
labour and fatigue, the wigour, refolution, and firm-
nefs of his mind, regarding neither pleafure nor
pain, and recollected and undaunted in the midit of
the greateft difficulties and dangers; the retentivenefls
of his memory, enabling him to recollect the per-
fons, names, and places of abode of fuch multitudes
of people; his extenfive knowledge of things human
ami)e divine; his deep and long experience both of
the devices of Satan and of the work of God in the
foul, and above all, the grace of God that was in
him;-~thefe and fuch like endowments fitted h}m
. : or
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“for this great work ; and he executed it in a2 manner
which few have done before or I believe will do
after him. ' )

" 18. Add o this, that in proportion as the foci-
eties encreafed in London, Brifloly New-cafile-upon-
Tyne, Leeds, Manchefler, and all over Great Britain
and Ireland; and it became more and more impoffi-
ble he fhould fuperintend and take care of them all,
thould provide food for their fouls, overfee their
behaviour, take notice of, and prepare and admi-
nifter remedies for their fpiritual difeafes, and lead
them forward in the paths of righteoufnefs: and as
few or none of the clergy of the eftablithed church
were willing to expofe themfelves to reproach, and
engage heartily with him in the work ; he had wif-
dom and courage enough to go out of the common
track, to. take the Lord - Jefus and his Apoftles for
his models; and to avail himfelf of the gifts and
grace beftowed for this very purpofe, no doubt, upon
many of his people. Hence dividing the focieties
into little companies called claffes, he appointed the
moft knowing, the moft experienced and the moft.
pious to. take charge of the reft. Several of thefe,
from praying with and advifing their little compa-
nies in private, proceeded, in confequence of pref-
fing invitations to exhort them and others in public,
and in" the end even to expound to them and en-
force upon them the word of God.

.~ 19. In this way a great company of preachers,
now affembled before you, have been providentially
raifed up, in general without an univerfity educa-
tion or even any acquaintance with the learned
languages (though fome of -them are well fkilled
therein) to fupply his lack of fervice; to sverfee and
feed, in his abfence, the multitudes of flocks he had
gathered, and to take care of them, now he is no
more.  An aftonithing inftance of the divine good-
- Cz2 nefs
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nels this indeed! For had it not been for this,

would not you, my brethren, and fome thoufands .

of congregations befide, in Great Britain, Ireland -

and America, have been this day as (heeip without = .
ifi

a thepherd? By thefe as well as by his life, which
will long be remembered, and his writings, which
will continue to be publithed and read, he e
ing dead yet fpeaketh, and I truft will fpeak while

England is a nation, or while the Englith | e’

is known upon the earth. May you, and I, my
- dear brethren, have ears to hear and hearts to un-
derftand! Many of them will addrefs us during this
Conference. May we mar#, learn and digeff the
_blefled truths that thall drop from their lips! the
fame, I am well perfuaded, with thofe which, in

ears fpaﬁ, were fo frequently dropping from' the

ips of qur aged and reverend father, row removed -

from us, when with his fons in the ‘gofpel aboug
him, he was wont to difcourfe to us from this and

other pulpits. Mag we recolledt and long remem- -

ber his falutary d ! May it be fixed in our
aninds as a nail in a fure place! May.it have its

proper influence upon our hearts and lives! Thus, .

as my text advifes, and as I was, Secondly, to ex~
hort, we fhall find it lefs difficult to follew bis faitb,
I1. Having enlarged fo much on the former head,

1 hall difpatch what I have to fay on this and the A

following in a few words.

. 1. Faith here, as in .a few more paffages of -
-—{ripture, may be put for the objes? of faith, the -

truths believed. And the importance of it, in this
fenfe, muft be cbvious to all who. attend to the

~ mighty, I may fay the infinite difference there is be- . *’

tween truth and a lie, and ‘the confequences that-do
and will follow upon beli¢ving the one or the other.
There are indeed fome, yea many things relating to

the prefent life which we may view in a falfe light,

and
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and may believe a /ie inftead of the truth refpeQing
them, and no bad, at leaft eternally bad and deftruc-
tive conftquences will follow the miftake. And’
the reafon is plain, this life .with every thing in it
is of fhort duration and is pafling away like,a dream
_-of the night.- Put the cafe is different with regard
to things that appertain to the life to come. To
receive a lie for truth with refpect to moft of thefe,
is to involve ourfelves in ignorance, fin and mifery,
and to preclude our partaking of the falvation of
od. : S '
- 2. For inftance to entertain miftaken views of
" -ourfelves:and of the flate we are in by nature; to
fuppofey with the Jews, that we fee, when in reality
-'we-are blind, -or, with the Pharifees, that-we are
boly, and righteous, when we are guilty and ' de-
" praved, or, with St.-Paul, in his unconverted flate,
that we-are doing God fervice while we are oppof- -
ing his truth and perfecuting hi$ fervants, is effec-
tually to prevent our being enlightened, juftified,
or brought to the knowledge of the truth as it is in
Jefus:. it is to keep ourfelves at an immenfe diftance
from that poverty of fpirit, that humiliation 6f foul,
that holy mourning, to which alone the Lord hath
promifed the confulation of his favour, and it is ‘to
feed that pride of heart which is an abomination
‘before God. The fame may be faid concérning’
the divine nature, the perfon”of Chrift, the way “of.
Jalvation. through a Mediator, the will of God and-
. our duty:. to have miftaken views of thefe fubjedts
muft, on-the one hand, preclude thofe happy effects
which would follow upon right views of thém, and,
. on the other, produce confequences proportionably’
-hurtful. - S . ;
-3. The gofpel is reprefented in fcripture-as ‘the
great mean of turning people from darkriefs to
lighs and from the power of fatan unts God, -But will.
I -C3 -any
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any man fay that a lie enlightens, or gives real and
ufeful information, like truth, and that believing a
lie will make us free, as the Lord Jefus has affured
us knowing the truth will ? St. James informs us that
‘We are bagotten qgain by the word of trath; 6t. Peter
fpeaks of our purifying our jouls by obeying the truth,
and our Lord prays that we may be fanciified by the
truth. But dare any man affirm that a lie will pro-
duce the fame effefts ? that we may be begotten
again and made the children of God by a /i, may pue
rify our fouls by obeying a /ir, and may even be en-
tirely fanctified and fitted for heaven by a /ie # Let no
man therefore perfuade us that it is a2 matter of no
moment what we believe or what fentiments we en-
tertain in religion. If that were the cafe s¢a/ for Ged
would be fuﬂ%

whether that zeal were according to knawledge, con-

ga;{ to the exprefs and repeated declarations of 8t.
a .,

Be upon your guard, therefore, in this point,
and remember that we are chofen to falvation, as by
Jan&ification of the fpivit, fo alfo by belief of the truth.
4. What this truth is I need not now flay to
_declare, It is well known to this congregation to
comprehend thofe grand doctrines which are termed
by the Apoftle the dwalegy of faith, vig. thofe that
refpect the Depravity of human nature, the Atone
ment of Chrifty the Influences of the Spirit of God,
Juftification, Sandtification and Eternal life. But it is
declared at.large, s in many of Mr. Wefley’s other
works, fo efpecially in his Notes on the New Tofe
tamenty, and in his fewr Folumes of Sermens. Thofe
who wifh to fee it defended more fully and partie
cularly, will meet with ample fatisfaction in reading
his Arpeal to0 Men of Reafon and Religiin, his Ane

gwer to-Dr. Tayler onx Orcginal Siny and his many

ather controverfial pieces. In the mean time com- -

pare what you read with the Oracles of Go% and.
. L ring

cient, and it would not fignify at all
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“every doQrine to the teft of that infallible -
souchflone. This, you know, is the only rule and the ;
Jufficient rule of faith as well as of practice. Search,” *
then, the Scriptures, for in them ye have eternal lifes
and if you do this without prejudice, in humility and -
fimplicity, fincerely defiring to know and embrace -
the truth as it-is in Jefus, and looking unto God for
the teaching of his Spirit, I have no more doubt of
your finding in them the grand doétrines which our
late Paftor and Prefident .fo continually taught
word and writing, and fo ably defended, than
doubt whether you will find in them that there is
& God, or that Jefus of Nazareth is his Son.

5. But we need not confine the term faith to the
ebjec? of faith, the truths believed. The expreflion “-
may alfo mean here our befiefor perfuafion of thofe
truths. In this: fenfe alfo let me recommend the
faith of our departed Paftor to your imitation. See
that you be perfuaded, trefy and deeply perfuaded, as

- he was, of the cerrainty and importance of thefe

truths. See that the gofpel of our Lord Jefus

- Chrift, with all the great dotrines of it, come to you,

as it did to the Theffalonians, not in word only, but

* @lfo in power and in the Holy Ghoft and in much affi

rance. See that you fo believe that it may be’the
power of God unto [alvation to your believing fouls:

" fothat it may have its proper influence upon your

temper and condu&, while you are, as it were, caft
into the mould of it, and all your difpofitions, words
and a&ions are as hecometh the gofpel of Chriff.

© 6. But fome will perhaps be inclined to think:
that faith here means ju/ify'ng and faving . faith,

~even that faith in Chrift and in the mercy of God

and in the promifes of the gofpel through him,
which whofoever hath is juflified from adl things, has

- peace with Gody, has the love of God, fhed abroad ix

bis bearty by tim Hily Ghofl given to bim, and 12~
" . _ : Joices
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Joices in hope of the glory of God.  And certainly, my
brethren, it is our duty to take care, that, in this
fenfe alfo, we jollow bis faith: that like him we e-
lieve in Cbrift, fo as to be jufiified by the faith of
Chrifty and not_by the deeds of the law; that we be-
lieve with a faith of the operat:on of God, a faith
working by love, a faith overcoming +he world, and
purifying the heart. This, indeed, is the moft im-
portant point of all. For if G:d fo loved -the world,
that bhe gave his only begotten fon, that whoforver be-
lieveth in him fbould ‘not perifh, but have everlafling
life; it furely muft be of the deepeft importance that
we believe aright on him, for, eternal life is attained
in this and in no other way.

7. It is above all neceflary that we, who fpeak in
the .name of God, have faith in this fenfe; that we
be jufitified ourfeives, converted regenerated, and made
new creatures in Chrifi Fefus. To preach this faith
is our grand calling, nor need we go forth unlefs to:
preach it. Almoft every other branch of chriftian

. do&rine has advocates in abundance without .us.
“"~But faith working by iove and jufl.fication by faith,
" “together with the new birth or a new creatior, mani-.
fefting itfelf by univerfal holirefs of heart and life;—

to preach th.fe is the proper office of a AMethodift
preacher, this being the very doclrine, as we have
feen in the former part of this difcourfe, which our
late Rev. Father fet out with. And if it be our
duty to preach it,furely it is equally, or more, our
duty to experirnce it.  For certainly we would not.
wnﬂ)l" to be hypocrites going up :nd down recom-
mending to others what we have no experience of

ourfelves.

' 8. I fhall only mention one thing more here..
- Probably fome will think that faith here flands for:

" . faithfuinefs. And certainly there can be no im-
propricty in taking the woid in this fenfe, whether.

) primaiily
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primarily intended by the Apoftle or not, and re-
commending the faithfulnefs of our departed friend
and father to our jmitation. But who can defcribe
his faith, in this view of. it? Who can give thofe
that did not know him any juft idea of his faithful-
nefs in the employment of his time and of every
talent his great mafter had entrufted him with?
Nay, who, that did not know him, would credit one
of what might be faid, and if one withes to
do any juftice to the fubje&, muft be f2id? But it
is my happinefs this evening to addrefs thofe that in
fome ure knew him. however marvellous
and bordering upon romance it might appear to
others, you know it to be a fa&, and therefore will
fully believe me when I fay, that during the laft fifty
years of his life there feldom was a day in which he
did not preach twice, thrice, or even four timess~*
travel, during nine months out of ten of the year,
thirty, forty, fifty or fixty miles (and for many years
on horfeback ;) anfwer half a dozen or even a dozen
letters; converfe with a number of perfons, and yet
found time to write and to go on with fome work
intended for the prefs. So that we may reckon
he generally preached one thoufand or twelve hun-
dred fermons every year, travelled three thoufand
or even four thoufand miles, wrote two thoufand
letters, converfed privately with ten thoufand or
twelve thoufand people, over and above meeting.
focieties, keeping watch-nights, and love-feafls, a
miniftering the Lord’s Supper, to thoufands of com-
municants in town and country, and writing and
publithing, 1 know not how many books on all
fubjects. It would be incredible that any one man
fhould go through fo much work, if we did not
know it to be a .faét that he went through it, and
that, through the help of God, by attending to one
Jingle circumflance, and that is, to the proper ufcbef :
R ' 18
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bis time; obferving himfelf moft carefully the -ad-
vice given to us, my brethren, in the large Minutes
of Conference. * Be punétual, be diligent. Never
“be unemployed a moment: never be triflingly
“ employed. . Never while awa?' time, Neither
“fpend any more time in any place than is firictly
“ neceffary.” :

9. Ever fince he was at Oxford about the twenty-
fecond year of his age, when, as he tells his brother
Samuel in a letter, « Leifure and he had taken leave

“ of each other, and he propofed to be bufy as long g

“as he lived, if his health fhould be fo long in-
dulged to him,” he made it a conftant rule, as

is well known, to rife at four in a morning: and -

from the obfervation of this rule even ficknefs
could fcarce prevent him. From that time till he
went to reft at night (which was about nine) it
may be fafely faid that he never willingly loft one
moment. Amufernent or relaxation he ufed none,
fave what arofe from change of employment. His
whole life was one fcene of ferious buiinefs. From
morning to night, allowing time for his meals, he
was either reading or writing, or preaching, or tra-
velling, or converfing ferioufly with thofe who ap-
plied to him for advice about matters temporal or
fpiritual. Nay, and frequently when on horfeback,
in the former part of his life, and almott always in
the chaife (fince he-was obliged through weaknefs
of body to make ufe of that means of conveyance)
he ‘was reading, unlefs when he judged it better to
employ his thoughts in confidering fome fubj.¢t in-
tended for the pulpit or the prefs. .

10. We fee in him the wonders that time can do:
« Time” (»s Dr. Young fays)

« Than gold more facred, mort a load
"« Than lead to fools, and fools reputed wife.”

And we fge, too, in him the fulfilment of that gra-.

cious
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cious promife. o bim that hath fball be given. He

had, that is employed, faccording to the defign of

the . giver, the time vouchfafed him, and therefore
the Lord gave him much of it. Confider him as |
awake and a&ive from four in the morhing till nine™y-.
‘or ten at night, and you will find reafon to conclude {
that he lived more in one year than many do in half
a dozen. And then the Lord protra&ted his life to
. the long date of, at leaft, eighty-eight years. So
~ that his life was long indeed, longer, all things con-
fidered, than almoft any in thefe later ages do or
~ will attain to; and what is better, wholly employed
_ for the glory of God and the good of mankind. It
may be fafely faid that from the time he was
‘twenty-two years of age, till his dying day, he
hardly ever employed one hour, wrote one line, tra-
velled one mile, or almoft uttered one femtence but
what was, at leaft, defigned by him.to be ufeful to
his fellow creatures, nay, and in general, one way

or other, was ufeful. _ -

11. How many thoufands have been relieved,
or cured in bodily complaints, by his advice given
verbally, or in that moft ufeful little book termed
Primitive Phyfic. How many tens of thoufands
owe to him, under God, the health, yea, and ever-
lafting happinefs of their fouls! How many families
and individuals, at variance, has he reconclied, and
how much peace and harmony has he been a mean
of imparting where it never had been, or of reftoring
where it had been loft! How many drunken and de-
bauched hufbands and fathers have been reclaimed
from their vices, and their families faved from beg-
gary and ruin; and how much induflry, frugality, tem-
. perance and chaflity, and of confequence, profperity
have, through him, been fpread through this and
other kingdoms! How many hundreds, thoufands,
and tens of thoufands of miferable objects ggve
een
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been or il are relieved by his own charities, or by
thofe of which he was, under God, the main fpring,
and either fet on foot or promoted! How many,
at this moment, are praifing God on earth that ever
there was fuch 2 man, and how many more in
heaven! How many thoufands and myriads, during
thefe fifty or fixty years that he has z," fuccefsfull
exercifed his miniftry on earth, converted to God,
by his inftrumentality, dire@ly or indire&ly, have

ne before him to paradife, and were ready to bid
im welcome when he arrived! and how many
hundreds of thoufands, in England, 8cotland, Ir.-
land, America and the Weft lgndies, nay, and in
other parts of the earth to which his writings have
reached, or may hereafter reach, are waiting, or
fhall hereafter wait, to follow after! Oh! what 2
meeting, my dear. brethren! How many fons and
daughters, begotten by him thorugh the gofpel, fhall
that day rife up and call him blefled! thall own
and confefs him their fpiritual father, while he looks
round with- aftonithment, and afks, who hath be-

gotten me thefe? Thefe, where had they beén?
12. 1 will invite you, my father and my friend,”
(faid Mr. Hervey, in a letter to him, dated in the
year 1736) “ to meet me among the fpirits of the
& juft made perfe&, fince I am not like to fee you
« any more in the fleth. Then will I bid you wel-
« come, yea, I will tell of your love before the uni-
« verfal aflfembly, and at the tremendous tribunal.
« I will hear, with joy the Lord Jefus fa}' of you
« (Oh! you that are greatly beloved !) Well dome good
« and faithful fervent! You have ferved your Lord,
- ¢« and your generation with your might. You have -
« finifhed the work which my father gave you to do.
¢ If others have turned their thoufands you have
¢« turned your ten thoufands from the power of
« fatan unto God. Receive therefore a glorious
kingdom,
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« kingdom, a beautiful and immortal crown from my
@ hand. Enter with the children I have given vou,
« with the fouls you have won, O thou blefled one,
« thou heir of glory;.enter in at thofe everlalting
« doors; and receive there the reward of thy la-
« bours, even fulnefs of joy for ever and ever !

13. And if Mr. Hervey be fo eager to come for-
ward and welcome our venerable father into hea-
venly manfions; thall his- fon in the ‘gofpel Mr.
Fletcher, be backward? Shall his dear brother and’
“fellow labourer Mr. Charles Weflcy ftand aloof? fhall
Mr. Whitfield, he that fet out with him, and with

him bore tie burden and heat of the day, but

finifhed his tafk many years fooner ’—Shall not he

rife up and bid him enter?. Methinks even Mr. -

Toplady has loft his bitternefs' and is melted into

love! Butwhy fhould I name individuals? An im- -

menfe multitude that knew him it the flefh, and
that never knew him, fhall join the inviting and
" applauding - chorus; Prophets; Apoftles, Evangelifts,
paftorsiand teachers, faints, confeflors and martyrs,
gathered out of every mation and age, fhall be glad

tb teftify their léve towards fo faithful-and eminent

a fervant of God anid ef the Lord Jefus. May we,
my brethren, be of this company!'I hope in God
-many of us fhall. Mahy of you have long been, and
dre, at this: monient; the fincere friends og the Lord

Jefus, and therefore, of whatever dénomination or’

party, cannot be his enemies, cannot be the enemies
of one fo owned of ' God, and who has been made'
fach an’univerfal blefling to mrankind.

- 14: Thus have I been led, without intending it,
to fpeak’ alfo. of the end-of bis converfation, and to

" anticipate, in a great meafure, what might have been-

advahced’ under the third head. 1 fhall, therefore
only add to- what has been faid, that the wenderfu!

fiece[s God gave to his labours, . the amazing refor-:
T D mation
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mation he made him the great inftrument of effect-
ing in this and other kingdoms, the glorious exit he
made out of life, after having perfevered in the good
way he had begun in to the end; and the great
and bleffed reward which, ‘we doubt not, he partly
has received already and partly will hereafter more
abundantly receive at the refurreition of the juft;
thefe particulars all included in Tnv exCaow avaspopngy
that. end of his converfation which we are called
upon to confider, certainly contain firong and pow-
erful arguments why we. thould follow bis faith in
the feveral fenfes that have been noticed, and pro- -
ceed on in the way in which he, who for fo many
years had the rule over us and [poke to us the word of
God, went before us. ' B -
15. Let us then, my brethren, fteadily abide by
the do&rine he taught ‘and difcipline he eftablithed,
and continue to purfue the plan he in his wifdom
faw fit to adopt, being, indeed, as we know, provi-
‘dentially led into it, contrary to his preconceived
prejudices ; a plan, which God has been pleafed
greatly to fmile upon and to crown with fuch won-
derful fuccefs. Let us not attempt to mend it, for
indeed we are not able but taking it up juft as it is,
adhere to it, and go on in the fame tract we have
many of us perfevered in for twenty, or thirty, or
even forty years. It is now too late in the day for

" us, to change : but if not, to what can we change for

the better ! Let us, however, mend our pace and
quicken our diligence, as our time grows fhorter.
J.And as the thades of the evening are coming on, let
! us, in imitation of our departed paftor, work the
bharder, work while it is day, becaufe the night cometb
in which no man can work. Though we have not
received his talents, let not that difcourage us. Our
prefent duty and our future péward are not and will
not be meafured by the number or greatnefs of our

‘ s talents,
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talents, or even by our fuccefs in the ufe of them,
but by our diligence in employing them according
to the defign of him who entrufted them to our
- management. Every man, we are to remember, fhall
receive his own reward according to his own labour ;
and when our Lord cometh his reward is with bhim
to give unto every man according as his wark fhall be.
Perfuaded of this, let us not make our having received
fewer talents than our late Rev. Father an excufe for
hiding any of them in a napkin, much lefs for burying -
- them all in the earth, But if we have received but
- one let us be the more diligent that our o7e may gain
. two, and our two, five, and perhaps alfo our five, ten.
* Thus fhall we alfo hear him fay, wel! done good and
Jaithful fervant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord:
thus fhall we alfo receive a full reward in the king-

dom of our Father. '

END OF THE SERMON.

LI XY AT

The following charatler of the Rev. Mr. Wes-
LEY, bas appeared in a certain Periodical .
Publication and in fome of the London Papers.
1t fell into my bands a few days before the
Conference, and happening to bave it with me,
I read it to the Congregation -after preaching
the above Sermon. It was [o bighly approved
of by moft, if not all, that heard it, that I
Jjudged I fbould do an acceptable piece of fervice

~ to my readers by [ubjoining it bere.

o A CHARACTER
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A CHARACTER
. of the celebrated
~ JOHN WESLEY, A.M.
Late Fellow of Lincoln College, Oxford.
Hho died March 2, 1791, Aged Eighty-cight Years.

‘ TH IS venerable man, in his inde-
fatigable zeal in the difcharge of his duty, has been
long witnefled by the world; but, as mankind are
not always inclined to put a generaus conftru@ion
on the exertion of fingular talents, his motives were
imputed to the love of popularity, ambition, and lu-
cre. " It now appears that he was actuated by a dif-
interefted regard to the immortal intereft of man-
kind. He laboured, and ftudied, and preached, and
wrote to propagate what he believed to be the Gofpel
of Chrift. The interyals of thefe engagements were
employed in governing the churches he had planted,
regulating the concerns of his numerous focieties,
affifting the neceffities, folving the difficulties, and
foothing the afflitions of his hearers. He obferved
fo rigid a temperance, and allowed himfelf fo little
repofe, that he feemed to be above the infirmities of
najure, and to a& independent of the earthly tene-
ment he occupied. The recital of the occurrences

of eyery day of bis life would be the greateft en-

comium. v
Had_he loved wealth, he might have accumu-
- Iated without bounds; had he been fond of power,
his influerice would have been worth courting by
any party. I do not fay that heAwas without ambi-
tion; he had that which Chriftianity need not bluth
. atyand which Virtue is proud to confefs, I do not
: . mean

-
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mean that which is. gratified by fplendour and large
pofieffions; but that which commands the hearts and
;’feéti'ons, the homage and .gratitude of thoufands.

1Qr him they felt fentiments of veneration only in-
ferior to thofe which they paid to Heaven; to hup
they. looked. a5 their father, their benefadtor, their
guide to glery and immortality; for him they fell,
profirate_before (God, with prayers and- tears, to
1pare bis doom, and prolong his ftay. Such a re-
compence as this is fufficient to repay the toils of .thq,‘m
longet life.  Short-of this, greatnefs is contemptible
“impotence. Before -this, lofty -prelates bow, and
princes hide their diginithed heads. .

~  His zeal was nog atrangept blaze, but a fteady
and conftant flame. ° The ardour of his fpirit was
neither damped by difficulty, sy fubdusd by age.
This was afcribed by himfelf to the powgr of Divine
Grace; by the world, to Enthufiafm. B¢ iicin“

it will, it 1s. what Philofophers muft eavy, and Infi-
dels refpe&; it is that which gives .energy to the
foul, and without which there can be no greatnefs
or heroifm. : ~ R

Why thould we condemn that in Religion which
we applaud in every other profeflion and purfuit?
He had a vigour and elevation of mind, which no-
thing but the belief of the Divine Favour and Pre-
fence could infpire. ' “This threw a luftre round his
infirmities, changed his bed of ficknefs into a tri+
umphal car, and made his exit refemble an Apo-
~ theofis rather than a Diffolution.

He was qualified to excel in every branch of lite-
rature; he was verfed in the Learned Tongues, in
Metaphyfics, in Oratory, in Logic, in Criticifm,
and evéry requifite of a Chriftian Minifter; his fiyls .
was nervous, clear, and manly; his preaching was |
pathetic, and perfuafive; his Journals are artlefs
and interefting; his compofitions and compilations |

to
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to promote knowledge and piety were almoft in-
numerable. _ . .
-+ Ido not fay he was without faults, or above
miftakes ; but they were loft in the multitude of his
excellencies and virtues.

To gain the admiration of an ignorant and fuper-
ftitious age requires only a little artifice and addrefs;
to ftand the teft of thefe times, when all pretenfions
to fan&ity are ftigmatifed as hypocrify, is a proof
of genuine piety and real ufefulnefs. His great ob-
je€t was to revive the obfolete doctrines -and extin--
guithed fpirit of the Church of England; and they
who are its friends, cannot be his enemies. Yet
for this he was treated as a fanatic and impoftor, and
expofed to every fpecies of flander and perfecution. |
Even bifhoK: and dignitaries entered the lifts againft
him ; but he never declined the combat, and gene-
rally proved vitorious. He appealed to the Homi- .
lies, the Articles and the Scriptures, as vouchers
for his do&rine; and they who could not decide
upon the merits of the controverfy, were witnefles
of the effets of his labours; and they judged of the
tree by its fruit. It is true he did not fucceed much
in the higher walks of life; bur that impeached his
caufe no more than it did that of the firlt planters of
the Gofpel. However, if he had been capable of
affuming vanity upon that fcore, he might have
ranked among his friends fome perfons of the firft,
diftin&ion, who would have done honour to any
party.. .- S : '

" After furviving almoft all his adverfaries, and .
acquiring refpe& among thofe who were the moft- -
diftant from him in principles, he lived to fee the
plant he had reared fpreading its branches far and
wide, and mviting not only thefe Kingdoms but
the Weftern World to repofe under.its fhade. Who
can doubt of the continuance of a caufe fo deeply’
: eftablithed ; .
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eltablithed; though at the fame time, all muft be
fenfible of the difficulty, if not the impoflibility
- of finding a fuitable fucceflor? No fect, fince the
firlt ages of Chriftianity could boaft a founder of
fuch extenfive talents and endowments. If he had
been a candidate for literary fame, he might have
fucceeded to his utmoft wifhes ; but he fought .not.
the praife of men, he regarded learning only as the
inftrument of ufefulnefs. ‘T'he great purpofe of his
life was doing good. For this he relinquithed all
honour and preferment; to this he dedicated all his
powers of body and mind: at all times and in ail
places, in feafon, and out of feafon, by gentlenefs, by
terror, by argument, by perfuafion, by reafon, by-
intereft, by every motive, and every inducement, he
ftrove with unwearied affiduvity to turn men from the.
error of their ways, and awaken them to Virtue and
Religion. To the bed of ficknefs or the couch of

7+ profperity, to the prifon ot the hofpital, the houfe of

mourning or the houfe of feafting, wharever there "
was a friend to ferve, or afoul to.fave, he readily
repaired, to adminifter affiftance or’advice, reproof
or confolation. 'He thought no office too humili-
ating, no condefcenfion too low, no undertaking too
arduous, to reclaim the meaneft of God’s offspring.
The fouls of all men were precious in his fight, and
the value of an immortal creature beyond all -efti-"
mation. He penetrated the abodes of wretchednefs
and ignorance, to refcue the profligate from perdi-
tion ; and he communicated light to thofe who fat in
darknefs and the thadow of death. He changed the
- outcafts of fociety into ufeful members, civilized
efen favages, aud filled thofe lips with prayer and
praife that had been accuftomed .only to oaths and
imprecations. But as the ftrongeft religious impref-
fions are apt to become languid without difcipline
and practice, he divided his people into clafles at:id
' bands
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bands avcording to their attainments. He appointed
frequent meetings for prayer and converfation, where
they gave an account of their experience; their hopes
and fears, their joys and troubles; by which means
they were united ' to- each other and their common
profeflion; they became centinels upon each other’s
condud, and fecurities for each other’s charaQer.
Thus the feeds:he fowed fprang: up and flourifhed,
bearing the rich: fruits: of every grace and virtue;
thus he governed: and preferved his numerous foci-
etiesy watching their improvement with a paternal
care, and encouraging them to be faithful to the end.

! Barl will not attempt to draw his full character,.
ror to eftimiate the extent of his labours and fervices :
théy will be beft known, when he fhall deliver up his
commiflibn into the hands of his Great Maffer,
¢« Lord herecam I; and the children which theu haft’
¢ given me.” .

N. Bi This moft extraordirrary Man, in the courfe of the'
lafk fixty years, has been the bleffed infrument in the hands of
God to revive his work of True, Primitive Religion, not only-
in England, Scotland, and Treland, but in that Jarge-Quarter of
the Globe, America. In all of thefe places, he travelled in the

tnefs of his zeal, in perfon, by the fiveat of his brow, and’
with-his life in his hand ; like his Great Matlter, delivering the:
meflage of the Lord to the poor, but precious and never-dying
fouls of men. . ’

But glory be to JEHOVAH, his labours did not ftop here,
as tens of thoufands of poor negroes, (and indeed their mafters
teo) in-theWeft Indies, both* En%li{h, Dutch, and Danifti Ifles
can teftify. Ir fine we fiiall fay of him feparately, as was
faid of the Holy Apoftles, jointly; wiz, That God’s Word, is
by him carried through all the Earth ; yca, even to the World's
End.—=—0y that my life were like his!

N Dsh
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