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A Copy of the circular, printed Letter, which
has given occafion to this Vindication; to
whicﬁ is anncxed a.copy of the Rev. Mr..
Wefley’s Minutes. .

SIR,.

Whereas- Mr. Wefley’s Conference is to be-
keld at Briftol, on Tuesday the 6. Auguft next,
at is propofed by LApYy HUNTINGDON and
many other Chriftian Friends (rea/ Proteftants)
20 have a Meeting at Briflel, at the fame time,.
of fuch principal Perfons both Clergy & Laity
who difapprove of the underwritten Minutes ; and
‘as the [ame are thought injurious to the very Fun-
damental Principles q[&nﬁianily, it 1s_further-
_propofed, that they go in a body to the faid com--

erence, and infiff upon a formal Recantation g¢ff
the faid Minutes; and in cafe of a refufal, that
they fign and publifh their Proteft againft them.:
Your prefence, SIR, on this occafion is particu-
larly requefled - But if iZ’mula’ not_fuit your con-
ventence to be there, it is defired that you will tran/-
mit your fentiments on the fubje@ to fuch perfon as.
you think proper to produce them.. It 15 fubmit-.
ted to you, whether it would not be 11ght, in the
_ oppofition to be made to_fuck a dreadful Herefy, to
recommend it to as many of your Clm{iian Friends,
as well of the Diflenters, as of the eftablifhed
Church, as you can prevail on to be there, the caufé
&ing of fo public a nature.’

Lam SIR, Your obedient Servant, .

WALTER SHIRLEY..
A g P.S. Your



(4

P.S. Your anfwer is defired, dircfled to the
Conntefs of Huntingdon, or thke Rev. Mr. Shir=
ley, or John LLoyd Efy; in BATH; or Mr.
Jamcs Ireland Merchant BRISTOL; or &
Fhomas Powis Ffq; a¢ Berwrick near SHREW S-
BURY; or to Richard Hill Efg; at Hawkflone
near Whitchurch Shropfhire. Eadgings wall be
provided.  Enquire at Mr. Ireland’s Bnflol.

EXTRACT from the MINUTES of fome
late CONVERSATIONS, between the Rev.
Mir. Welley, and others, at a public Conference,
held in Londen, Auguﬁ 7» 1770, and priated by
W.PINE, BRISTOL.

Take heed to your Doftrine.
We faid in 1744, *“ We bave leaned too
much toward Calvinifin.” Wherein?

1. With regard to Man's Faithfulne/s. Our
Lord himfelf taughtus to ufe the expreflion. Ard
we ought never to be athamed of it.  'We ought
fleadily to affert, on his authority, that if a man
is ot faithful in the unrighteous mammon, God
will not give kim the true riches.

2. With regard to working for life. This alfo
our Lord has exprefly commanded us. Labour
ERGAZESTHE, literally work for the meat that
endureth to everlaffing life. And in fa& every
Believer, till he comes to glory, works for as
well as from life. :

3. We have received it as a maxim, that *a
man is to do nothing, in order 1o juftification:”
Nothing can be more falfe. Whoever defires
to find favor with God, fhould cecfe frem el
and learn to do well. 'Whoever repests, fhovld
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'35 works md for repentance.. And if thisis not
tn order to find favor, what does he do them.:

for? . N
Review the whole affair. .

1. Who of us is now accepted of God ?~
He that now believes in ghriﬁ, with a loving;
obedient heart. .

¢. But who among thofe that mever heard of -
Chrift ? .

He that feareth God, and worketh righteouf-.
nefs according to the light he has. ‘

3. Is this the fame with, ‘ He that is fincere” ?’
Nearly, if not quite.

4: Is not this « Salvation by Works™?
Not by the Merit of works, but by works, as.
a Condition.

5. What have we then been. difputing';abouh
for thefe thirty years? ' '
I'am afraid ‘about words. .

6 As to Merrt ileH, of which' we have been-
fo dreadfully afraid: We-are rewarded, accord..
tng ta-our reovks, yea becaufe of our works. How.
dees this differ from for the fake of our works ?°
And how.differs this from fecundum mersta ‘:ﬁ -
rum? As-our works deferue? Can you fplit this-.
hair? I'doubt, I'cannot.. :

7. The grand objetio:zr to one-of the:preced-. °
ing propofitions, is drawn from marter vf faét..
God docs in faét jultify thofe, who by their owna
condeflion, neither feared God nor.wrought righ-.

Ag teoulnels..
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teoufnefs. Is this an exception to the general
rule ?

It is a doubt, if God makes any exception at all.
But how are we fure, that the perfon in quettion
never did fear God and werk righteoufnefs?
His own faying fo is not proof: For we know,
how all that are convinced of fin, undervaluc
themfelves in every refpeét.

8. Does not talking of a juftified or a fan&hi-
fied State, tend to miflead men?  Almoft na-
turally leading them to trufl, in what was done

in ose moment? ‘Whereas we are ev
hour and -every moment pleafing or difpleafing
10 God, according to our works According

to the whole of our inward tempers, and our
eutward behaviour.

FIRST
SENL Dl 2 O &
O > POTOEOw

ADVERTISEMENT.

THE date of the follouing Letters fhews, that

they -were wrole before the late Conference:
bang defigned to be publicly read at that time.
But not bang fent foon enmgh to the Printer, they
iere not fintfhed till the Conference was ended.
£t was then doubted, Whether it would not be necd-
s to publifh them ? But it feemed to be neaz"u[
Sl 1. To remove the #l impreffions whick had
beenmade by the Circular Letter, botk in England,
Scotland and freland : Ard 2. To give fome check
to the Antinemianifin, whick. is full fpreading
throughout the three kingdoms.

- L - * > - +
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FIRSFT LETTER.
Hon. and Rev. Sir,

EFORE a Judge pafles fentence upon a perforr
accufed o ﬁlc%t, Ec hears what his neighbours.
. have to fay for his chara&ter. Mr. Wefley, 1grant,.
is accufed of what is worle than theft, dreadful he-
7¢fy; and I know that whofoever maintains a
dreaful hercfy is a dmadful heretic, and that the
church of Rome fthews no mercy to fuch : but'may
not real Proteftants indulge with the privilege of a.
fclon one whom they fo lately refpetted as a bro--
ther? And may net I, anold friend and acquain-—
tance of his, be pcrmitted to fpeak a word 1n his.
favour, beforc he is branded in the forchead, as he
has already been in the back ? '
This ftep, I fear, will coft me my reputation (if’
I have any) and involve me in the fame condemna-
tion wjth him whofe caufe, together with that of”
truth, I defign to plead: but when humanity
prempts, when gratitude calls, when friendfhip ex-
sites, when realon invites, when jufticc demands,
when truth requives and eonfcience fummons; he
doces notdeferve the name ef a Chriftian friend,who,
for any confideration, hefitates to vindicate what he
efteems truth, and to fland by an aggrieved friend,
brother, and father. Were I net, Sir, on fuch an
occafion as this, to ftep out of my beloved obfcurity,
you might defervedly reproach me as a dqﬂarz;
-wretch : nay, you have already done it in general
terms in your excellent fermon on the fear of man.
“ How often, fay you, do men fnecakingly forfake
& iheir fiicnds,inftead of glovioufly fupporting them
, . . againfk
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¢-againft a powerful adverfary, even when their
¢ caufe is juft, for reafons naftily prudential, for
¢ fear of giving umbrage to a fuperior party orin-
¢ tereft.” -

Thefe generous. words of your’s, Rev. Sir, toge-
ther with the leave you give both church-hen
and diffenters, to dire& to you their anfwers to vour
circular letter, are my excufe for intruding upon
you by this epiftle, and my apology for begging. your
candid attention, while I attempt to convince you
that my friend’s principles and minutes are not he-
retical : in order to this I fhall lay before you, and
the principal perfons both clergy and laity, whom
you have from all parts of England and Wales con--
vened at Briftol by printed letters,

I. A general view of the Rev.. Mr. Wefley’s.
doétrine :

I1. An account of the commendablé defign of his -
minutes.:

I11: A vindication of the propofitions which they
"contain, by arguments taken from lcripture, reafon,.
and experience; and by quotations from eminent
calvinift divines. who have faid the fame things in
different words.

And fuppofe you,. yourfelf, Sir, in" particular
fhould appear to be a {trong aflertor of thc doétrines
which you call adreadful herefy in Mr. W, 1 hope-
you will not refufe me leave to conclude ‘by expof- . |
salating with you upon your-condu& in this affair,.
and recommcending. to you, and our.other:Chriflian
Sriends, the forbearance which you recommend to-
others in the words of my motto. Why doththe
narrow heart of man purfue with wmalice, or rafhnels,
thofe who prefume to differ from him ¥ Yca, and what
- is moft extraordinary, thofe who agree with him in
all effential points ? :

I. When, in an intricate cafe, a prudent Judge
is afraid to pafs an unjuft fentence, he inquires, asl
obferved, into the general condu@ of the perfon ac-
cufed, and by that means frequently ﬁmﬁ out the
ssuth which he inveftigates, As that. method mbi
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be of fervice in- the prefent ecafe; permit me, Siry
to lay before you a general view of Mr. W.’s doc-
trine.

(1.) For above thefe fixteen years I have heard
him frequently in his chapels, and fometimes i
my church; 1 have familiarly converfed and cor-
refponded with him, and have often perufed his
numerous works in verfe and profc: and I cam
truly fay, that during 21t that time I have heard him,
upon every proper oecafion, fleadily maintain the
total fall of man in Adam, and his utter inability to
recover himfelf, or take any one ftep towards his
xecovery, without the grace ,ff God preventing him that
he may have a good will, and working with him when he
has that good unll.

The decpefl expreflions that ever ftruck my ears;
on the mclancholy fubje& of our natural depravit
and helpleflnefs, are thofe which dropped from his
lips: and I bave ever obferved that gze cenftantly
algribes to divine graee, not only the good works
and holy tempers of believers, but all the good
thoughts of upright Heathens, and the good defires
of thofc profeflors whom he fees begin i the Spirit
and end in the flefh; when, to my great furprife, fome
of thofc who accufe him of ¢ robbing God of the -
s glory of his grace, and afcribing too much to-
¢ man’s power,” dire@tly or indire@ly maintain,
that Demas and his fellow apoftates never had any
grace; and that if once they went on far in the
ways of God, it was merely by the force of fallen
nature ; a fentiment which Mr. W. looks upon as
diametrically oppofite to the humbling affertion of
our Lord, Without me ye ean do nothing, and which
he can no more .admit than the rankeft pela-
glanifm. :

(2.) I muft likewife teftify that he faithfully
points out Chrift as the only way of falvation; and
ftrongly rccommends faith as the only means of re-
ceiving him, and all the benefits of his righteous
life ang meritorious death : ard truth obliges me to
declare, that he frequently exprefles his cteﬁatig?
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of the errors of modern Pharifees, who laugh at
eriginal fin, fet up the powers of fallen man, cry
down thie operations of God’s Spirit, deny the ablo-
Inte neceffity of the blood and righteoufnefs of Chrift,.
and refufe him the glory of 'alf the good that may
be found in Jew or Gentile. And you will not
without diffreulty, Sir,.find in England, and perhaps
in all the world, a minifter who hath borne more
frequent teftimonies, éithcr.from the pulpit or the |
prefs, againft thofe dangerous errors. All his works
eonfirm my affertion, efpecially his fermons-on origi-
nal fin, and falvation by faith, and his mafterly re-
Hutation of Dr. Taylor, the wifeft Arian, Pelagian,>
and Saocinian of our age.. Nor am I afraid to have:
this teftimony confronted with his minutes, being.
fully perfuaded that, when they are candidly ex-
* plained, they rather confirm than overthrow it.
. His preaching of the fall and the recovery is at-
tended with a Keculiar advantage, it is clofe and-
experimental : he not only points out the truth of !
thole doftrines, but prefles his hearers to cry to-
God'that they may feel® thteir. weight upon their
heart, Somc open thofe great truths very clearly,.
but let their. congregations reft, like R:c ftony
ground hearers, in'the firft emotions of forrow and.
J:(y which the word frequently excites. Not fo
r. Wefley ; he will have true penitents feel the
plague of their own hearts, travel, be heavy y
recerve the fentance of death in themfelies accerding to the
glorious mimiftration of condemnation >~ and according to
the miniftration of the fbirit which exceeds in glory, he'
‘infifts upon true believers knowing for themfelves,.
that Jefus hath power-on eartk to forgive fins, and aF
ferts that they tafls the good word of God and the powtrs
of the world - te come, and that they are made partakers
‘of the Holy Ghof and the divine nature; the Sperit it-
Jelf bearing witnefs with their fpirit that they arethh
children of God. .
(3.) The next fundamental do&rine in Chriftia-
Rity, is that of holinefs of heart and life; and no
ene can accufe here Mr. W, of leaning to the Ante--
- : nOmAB!
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~momian delufion, which makes votd ' the laww through
. a fpeculative and batren faith + on the contrary, he -
. appears to -be peculiarly fet for the defence of pras-
-tical religion : for,-mmftead of rcprefenting Chrift as
: the minifter of fin with ranters,to the great griefand
- offence of many, he fets him forth as a compleat
Saviour from fin. Not fatisfied to preach holinefs
‘begun, he preaches finithed holinefs, and calls be-
. lievers to fuch :a degree of heart-purifying faith, as
may enable them continually to triumph in Chrift, as
« being made to them of God fanihification as well as
, vighteoufnefs.
It is,. I grant, this misfortune (il indeed it is one)
. to preach a fuller falvation than moft profeffors ex-
pcg to enjoy here; for he afferts that Jefus can make
" tlean the tnfide, as-well as :the outfide, &f his veflels
. unto honour; that ke hath er on earth to fave his
< people from their fins, and that-Ais blood tleanfes from
. &l fin, from the guilt anddefilement both. of original
.and a&ual corruption. He is beld enough to do-
.clare with St. John, that if we fay we -have no fiu,
- either by naturc-or pratice, .we deceive ourfelves and
“the Lruth 15 not in.us:; but if ve confefs our fins, God is
Saithful and juilt to forgive us owr fins, and to CLEANSE
" us from all unri leoufr{:e 5. He islegal enough not te
.be athamed of thefe words of Mofes, The Lord thy
God will circumcife thine heart, and the heart of thy feed,
to love the Lord t.y God with all thine keart, and with oll
thy foul, that thou mayeft live. And he dares to be-
licve that the Lord can perform the words which
he fpoke by Ezekiel: [ will fprinkle tlean water upon
you, and you fhall be clean ; from Ava your filthinefs,
and from Aryr your idols will I (Icar;fc you, A new
heart alfo aill I give you; 1 will take away the flony
heart out of your flefh, and I will give an heart of
Aefh: and 1 will put my fpirit within you, and caufe
yox to walk in my flatutes ; and ye fhall heep my judg-
ments and do them. 1 will alfo fave you from art
_your uncleannefes.”” Henceit is that he conftantly
exhorts his hearersto grow in grace, and in the know- -
&dge of the Saviour; tillby a ftrong and lively faith,
< they
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dhey can continually reckon thewifelves to be dead is-
deed unto fin, but alive unte God through Fefus Chrf
wur Lord: he tells them that ke who commuttcth fin 1
the fervant of fin.—That our old man is crucified with
Chrift that the body of fin might be defiroyed, that hence-
Sorth we fhoutd not ferve fm.—That if the Son frall
auake them free they” fhall be free indeed.—And that,
akthough thelaw of the fpinit of hife in Chrift Fefus will
‘not deliver them from the innocent inhrmities
incident to flefh and blood, it will neverthelck
make them frec from the law of fin-and death, and en-
able them to fay with holy triumph, How fall o¢
that are dead to fin live any longer therein # In a word,
he thinks that God can {o fhed abroad his love in our
hearts by the Holy Ghoft given unto us, as to fanify
us wholly, foul, body and fpirit; and enable us to re-
joice evermore, pray without ceafing, and in every thing
ive thanks. And he is perfuaded that Ae who can de
ar exceeding abundantly above all that we can aft or
think, is able to fill us with the perfeld love which
cafts out fear ; that we, being delivered out of the handt
f our enemies, moay have the mind that was in Chnt,
¢ righteous as the wan  Jefus aws righteous, walk as
he alfo walked; and be 1n our meafure as he wasis
the aorld, he as the ftock of the trec of righteoufnas
and we as the branches, having our - fruit from bm
unto holinsfs, and ferving God without fear n trae
vighteoufnefs all the days of our life.

This he fometimes calls full fan&ification, the
ftate of fathers in Chrift, or the glorious liberty o the
children” of God; fomctimes a being flvengthencds
Slablifhed, and fettled ; or being vooted and grounded
s loge : but moft cammenly he calls it. Chriftian
perfeétion; a word which, though ufed by the apok
“tles in the fame fenfe, cannot be ufed by him with-
out raifing the pity or indignation of ane half of the
religious world ; fome making it the fubje& oftheir
pious fneers, and godly lampoons ; whilc others tell
you roundly ¢ thcy abhor it above every thing o
tke creation.”

' . Tantz
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Tantzne animis cceleftibus irac !
. On account of this doflrine it is that he is tra-
duced as a Pharifee, a Papift, an Anti-chrift; fome
of his oppofers taking it for granted that he makes
void the prieflly office of Chrift, by affirming that
his blood canfo compleatly wafh us here from our
fins, thatat death we fhall be found of him in peace,
without fpot, wrinkle, or any fuch thing; while others,
to colour their oppofition to the many feriptures
which he brings to fupport this unfafhionable doc-
trine, give itout that he only wants the old man fo
refined in all his tempers, aad regulated in all his

. outward behaviour as to appear perfeft in the flefh

or, in other terms, that he fets up pharifaic iclf,
inftead of Chrift compleatly formed in us as the full
hope of glory. But.1 muft (for one) do him the
Juftice to fay he is mifapprchended, and that what
he calls perfeétion, is nothing but the rich clufter
of all the fpiritual bleflifigs promifed to believers in
the gofpel; and, among the reft, a continual fenfc
of the virtue of Chrift’s atoning and purifying
blood, preventing both old guilt from returning,
and new guilt from faftening, upon the confcience ;
together with the deepeft conicioufnefs of our help-
leffnefs and nothingnefs in our beft eftate, the moft
indearing difcoveries of the Redeemer’s love, and
the moft humbling and yet ravifhing views of his

" glorious fullnefs; witnefs thefe lines which con-

clude one of his favouritc hymns on that fubjcél.

Confound o’er-power me with thy grace;
I would be by myfelf abhor'd :
(All might, all majefty, all praifc,
All glory be 10 Chrift my Lord.)
O let me gain perfe&ions hei
O let n;gc in}):nothing fall,ght’
Be lefs than nothing in my fight,
And feel that Chrift is all in all,

(4.) But this is not all. he holds alfo general re-
demption, and its neceflary confequences, which
B {fome
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dome actount dreadful kerefies. He afferts with St
Paul, that Chrift, by the crACE of God, tafled death
for coery man ; andthis grace he calls free; as extend-
ing itfelf frecly to all. Nor can he help exprefling
his furprife at thofe pious minifters, who maintain
-that the Saviour kceps his grace, as they fuppofe he
. kept his blond, from the greatcft part of mankind,
and yet engrofs to themfelves the title of preachers of
Sfree grace.

He frequently obferves with the fame Apoftle,

that Chrifl is the Saviour of ALL men, but cfpecrally of \

them that believe ; and that God will have ALL mien Lo
be fued, confiftently with their moral agency, and
the tenor of his gofpel.

With St. John he maintains that Ged is love, and
that Chrifl 15 the propitiation not only for our fins, but
41fo for the fins of the wroLe world: with David he
affums that God's mercy is aver all his works, and with
St. Peter, that the Lord is not willing that any fl.ould
perifh, but that aLL fhould come to yepentaxce ; yes,
that God, without hypocrify, commandeth arL wen
LVERY WHERE (o repent,  Accordingly he fays
‘with ' the Son of God, Whofocver wall, let him come,
.and take of the water of bfe freely ; and afier hisblel-
fed example, as well as by his gracious command,
he preaches the gofpel 10 every creature, which he ap-
prehends would be incounfiftent with common ho-
nefty, if there was not a gofpel FOR every creature.
Nor can ke doubt of it in the leaft, when be
confiders that Cirift is @ king as well as a pricfl,
that we are uitder a law ¢o Huim, that thofe wmen ako
will net have him veign over them. fhall be brouyht avd
' ain before himy yea, that he fhall jud ¢ the ferets of
“men accerding o St Paul's Gafpel, take ven eance o
all them that vbey nct his oam gafpel, and be the auther
‘of cternal falvation to none but thum that obey him.
With this principle, as with a key given us by
Ged himfelf, he opens thole things whi-h are hard
ta ke underflocd i the epifiles of St Panl, and whick
they thet are wilcnrned and unflable wreft, as-they ds
fome other forigtures, if mot to ther own defirutlim,

) a
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at leaft to the oventhrowing of the faith of fome weak
Chriftians, and the hardening of many, very many
infidels.
- Asa true.Son of the Church of England he be~
lieves that Chrifl redeemed him and ALL mankind ; that
Sfor us men, and” not mérely for the -ekeft, he came
down_from heaven, and made upon the crofs, afull, per--
Jeét, and fufficient facrifice, oblation, and fatisfallior
for the fins of the wioLE world. Like an honcft
man, and yet aman of fenfe, he fo fubfcribed the
17th Article ‘as not to reje& the g1ft, which he
thinks of equal force and much more explicit;
and therefore, as the 17th Article authorifes him,
he recaves God’s promifes in fuch wife as they are ge- -
merally fet farth in holy feripture; reje&ing, after the
example of bur Governors in church and ftate, the
Lambeth Articles, in which the doftrine of abfo-
lute, unconditional ele@ion and reprobation was
maintained, and which fome Calvinift Divines in
the days of Queen Elizabeth, vainly attempted to
impotc upon thefe kingdoms by adding them fo
the gg Articles. Far therefore from thinking he
- does not a& a fair pan, in rejefting the doftrine
of particular redemption ; hc¢ cannot conccive by -
what falvo the coniciences of thafe minifters who
embrace it, can permit them to fay to each of their
communicants, The blood of Chrift was fhed for Thee ;
and to baptize promifcuoufly arr children within
their refpe@ive parifhes, in the name of the Son and
of the Holy Ghoft, when all that are unredeemed have
no more right to the blood, name, and Spinit of
. Chrift than Lucifer himfelf.

Thus far Mr. W, agrees with Arminius, becaufe
he thinks thaf illuftrious Divine agreed thus far
with the fcriptores, and all the early Fathers of
the church, But if Arminius (as the Author of
Pietas Oxonienfis affirms in his letter to Dr, Adams)
* deny’d that man’s nature is totally corrupt, and
¢ afferted that he hath ftill a freedom of will to
¢ tum to God, butnot without the afliftance of
4 grace,” Mr. W, is no Arminian, for he firongly

: B aflerts
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afferts the fotal fall of man, and conftantly main-
tains that by nature man’s will is-only free to evil,
and that divine grace muft firft prevent, and then
continually further him, to make him willing and
able to turn to God.

I mufl however confefs that he does not. as fome
rial Protefants, continually harp upon the words
free grace, and free will, but he gives reafons of
confiderable weight for it. (1.) Chsift and hiy
Apoftles never did fo: (2.) He knows the w
grace neceflarily implics the freemefs of a faveur,s
wnd the worlill the freedom of our choice: and
he has too much fenfe to delight in perpetual tac-
tology. (3.) He finds b bk%l’cd experience that
when the will is touched by divine grace,

ields to the touch, it is as free to good, as it was

fore to evil. He dares not thercfore make the
‘maintaining of free arll, any more than of free breath,
the criterion of an unconverted man. On the con-
trary, he believes none are converted but thefe
who have a free will to follow Jefus; and far from
heing afhamed to be called a free-willer, he affirms
it is as effential to all men to be frec-willing cres-
fxres, asto be rational animals; and he fuppofes he
can as foon find a diamond or a flint witﬁom g
vity, as agood or bad man without free-aill.

Nor will I conceal that I never heard him wfe
that favourite expreflion of fome good men, Hiy
mef Why me ? Though heis not at all againft thar
ufing it, if they can do itto edification. But as be
does not fee that any of the faints, either of the
cld or ncw Teftament, ever ufed it, he is afraid to
be humble 4and wife above what is written, Icft volun
tary humility fhould introduce refined pride before
he is aware. Doubting therefore whether he can
fay, Whyme ? Wy me ? Without the felf-pleafing
idea of his being preferred to thoufands, or without
a touch of the fecret felf-applaufe that tickles the
Fharifee’s heart when he thanks God ke is not as other
suen, he leaves the fafhionable exclamation to others,
with all the refinements of modern .divinityi .:rnd

. chules

\

L
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chufes to keep to St. Paul’s expreflion, He loved me,
which implies no exc¢lufion of his poor fellow fin-
ners : or to that of the royal Plalmilt, Lord, what is
MAN that thou art mindful of hum; and the soN oF
MAN that thou vifuteft lam] :

+ (5+) As a.confequence of the doftrine of general -
redemption, Mr. AV, lays down two axioms of
which he never lofes fight in his preaching. The
frft ts, that ALL our sarvaTtion 1s oF Gobp IN
Curist, and thercfore or crace 5 all opportuni-
ties, invitatrons, inclination, and power to believe
being beftowed upon us of mere grace—grace moft
abfolutely free: and fo far 1 hope @€ all who are
called gofpel-minifters agree with him: but he pro-
cecds farther, for feeondly, he afferts with equal
confidence, that aceording to the gnfpel difpenfation,
ALL OUR DAMNATION 1s OF OURSELVES, by ou
obftinate unbelief, and avoidable unfaithfulnefs;
as we may negletl fo sreat falvation, defire to be excufed
from coming to the feaft of the Lamb, make light of
©od’s gracious offers, refufe 10 occupy, bury our ta-
lent, and a& the part of the flothful fervant ; orin
dther words, refift, gricve, do defpite to, and quench
the Spirit of grace, BY OUR MORAL AGENCY.

- The firft of thefe evangelical axioms he builds
upon fuch fcriptures as thefc : In me is thy help —
Look unto me and be faved— No man cometh unto me
except the Father draw him —What haft thou that Thou

ndé received #—We are not fufficient to think aright
of -ourfelves, all our fufficiency is .of God—Chrift is ex-
alted to gwe repentance—Faith 1s the gift of God—
Without me ye can de nothing, &c. &c.

- And the fecond he founds upon fuch paffages as
thefe, This is the condemnation, that light 15 come into
the world, and men loved darknefs rather than light—-Ye
always refift the Holy Ghofi---They r¢jecled the counfel of
Ged towards themfelves---Grieve not the Sprrit— Quench
ot the Spirit—My Spinit fhall not always firive with
man—Turn, why will ye die? Kifs the Son left ye perifh
-=I yave Jezehel time to repent and fhe repented not-—
The goodnefs of God leads, N. B, not drags, thectoe-

T B3 Pentancey
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prentance, who after thy hardnefs and impenitent heart
treafureft up wrath unto' thyfelf — Their eyes have they
clofed lefl they fliould fee and be converted, and 1 fhould
heal them—See that ye vefufe not him that fpeaketh from
heaven—-1 fet before you Lfe and death, chufe life! Ye
will not come unto we that yemight have life.-—% wouvrp
hove gathered you, and ye wouLrp not, &c. &c.

As tothe MorAL ACENCY of man, Mr. W, thinks
it cannot be decnied upon the principles of com-
mon fenfe, and civil government : much lefs upon
.thofe of natural and revealed religion : as nothing
would be more abfurd than to bind us by laws of a
civil or {piritual nature ; nothing more toolifh than
to propole to us punifhments and rewards ; and
nothing more capricious than to infli& the one or
Leftow the other upon us; if we were not MorAL
AGENTS. :

He is thercfore perfuaded the moft compleat
fyftem of divinity is that in which ncither of thofe
two axioms is fuperfeded : it is bold and unfcrip-
tural to fet up the one at the expence of the other:
the Prophets, the Apeftles, and Jefus Chrif} Jeft us
10 fuch precedent : and to avoid what is termed
leyality, we muft not run into refinements which
they knew nothing of, and make them perpetally
contradi& themfelves : nor can we without an o,
violation of the laws of candour and criticifm, lay
a greater firefs upon a few obfcure and cantrovest-
ed paffages, than upon an hurdred plain and irre-.
fragable fcripture proofs.” He therefore fuppoles:
that thofe perfons are under a capital miftake, whe.
maintain’ cnly the firft gofpel-axiom, and under.
pretence of fecuring to God 2 the glory of the fal-
vation of one elc&, give to perhaps twenty repro-'
bates full room to lay al/ the blame .of their:dam-.
nation, either upon their firft parents or their Crea-
tor. This way of making twenty r-a! holes, in or-
der to flop a /gp;(fd one, he cannot fe¢ confiftent.
either with wifdoin or fcripture. .

- Thinking it thercfore fafelt not to put afunder the
traths wvkick God hasjuned together, he makes Al ex-!
. - uemes

~
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tremes meet in one bleffed fcriptural medium,
With the Antinomian he preaches, God worketh in
you both to will and to do of his good pleafure ; and
with the legalift he cries, Hork out thérefore your
own falvation with fear and trembling : and thus he
has alt St. Paul’s do&@rine. With the ranter he.
fays, God hus chofen you, you- are eled : but as it is
thro fanélification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth ;
with the difciple of Mofes he infers, Make your
calbing and eleCtion fure, for 1¥ ye vo thefe thin;s ye
fhall never fall. Thus he prefents his hearers with
all St. Peter’s fyftem ef truth, which the others had
rent in picces. ] v
i Again, according to'the firft axiom he fays with
the perfe& Preacher, Al things are now ready ; but’
with him he adds alfo according to the fecond,’
Come, left you never tafle the gofgel feaft. Think-
ing it extremely dangerous not to divide the word of
God aright, he ehdcavours to give te every one the por-
tron of 1t that fuits him, cutting accérding to times,
perfons, and circumftances ejther with the foft or
the rough "edge of His two-edged fword. Thercfore
when ﬁc addreffes thofe that are fteady, and par-
takers of the gofpel grace {rcm the firft day until nero,
as the Philippians, he makesufe of his firt principle,
and tcftifics his confdencethat he who hath besun a good
work i them will perform it until the day of Chyifl. But
when he” expoftulares with perfons that ren well;
and do not wow obey the truth, according to his fe- -
cond axiom, he faysto them, as St. Paul did to the
Galatians, I fland in doubt of you ; ye are fallen from
ace. o .
& In fhort, ke would think that he mangled the
gofpel, and forgat part of his awful commiffien, if -
when he has ffccl‘ar'ed'that he who belicocth fhall be
Javed, he "did not alfo add, that ke who belicveth not
hall be damned ; or, which is'the fame, that none pc-
“1#h mercly for Adam’s fin, but for'their own uns *
belief, ‘and wilful rejeftion of the Saviour’s graee, -
Thus he advances God's glory every wav, intire.
}g afcribiag to his mercy and grace all the falvaticn
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of the clet; and compleatly freeing him from the
blamc of dirc&ly or indircétly hanging the mill-
flone of damnation about the neck of the repro-
bate. And this he effe@ually does by fhewing that
the former owe all they are, and all they have to
creating, preferving, apd redeeming love, whofe
ipnumerable bounties they freely and continually
receive ; and that the reje@tion of the latter has ab-
folutely no caufe but their obftinate reje&ing of that
altonifhing mercy which wcge over ferufalem; and
prayed, and bled even for thofe that fhed the aton-
ing blood —the blood that expiated all fin but that
of final unbelief. . ’

I have now finifhed my dketch of Mr. W.'s
doftrine, fo far as it has fallen under my obferva-
tion during above fixteen years particular acquain-
tance with him and his works: it is not my defign
Sir, to inquire into the truth of his fentiments,
much lefs thall I attempt to prove them orthodox,
according to the ideas that fome real proteflants en-
tertain of orthodoxy. This only I begleave toob-
ferve, fuppofe he is miftaken in all the fcriptures
on whicﬁi‘: founds his do&trines of Chriftian per-
feQion, and general redemption, yet his miftakes
fcem rather to arife from a regard for Chrift’s glory,
than’ from enmity to his offices: and all together
do not amount to any herefy at all; the fundamen-
tal do&rines of Chriftianity, namely, the fall of
man, juftification by the merits of Chrift, fan&if-

cation by the agency of the Holy Ghoft, and the

worthip of the one true God in the myfterious dif-
tin&tion of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, asitis
maintained in the three creeds, not-being at all of
fc€ted by any of his peculiar fentiments,
But you poffibly imagine, Sir,,that he has lately
changed his doétrine, and adopted ‘a new fyftem.
If you do, you are under a very great miftake, and
.to convince you of it, permit me to conclude this
letter by a paragraph of one which Ireccived from

him laft {pring.
I always
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T always did ( for between thefe thirty and forty years)
clearly affert the total fall of man, and his utter ina-
bility to do any goed o hiv;zﬁ.lf : the abfolute meceffty of.
the grace and Sprrit of God to radi/e even a good thought
or defire in our kearts : the Lord’s rewar.ing no work,
and accepting of none, but fo far as they proceed from his

reventing, comvincing and conuverling grace thro' the
Beloved. ~ The blood and righteoufuefs of Chrift being the
fole meritorious caufe of our falvation. ~And who isthere
tn England that has afferted thefe things mave firongly
and fleadily than I have done # Leaving you to ans
{wer this queftion, I remain with due refpe&, -

Hon, and Rev., Sir,

Your obedient fervant, in the bond of a
peaceful gofpel,

J. F.

Mapziy,
Juby 39, 1771,

SECOND
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SECOND LETTER.

Hon; and Rev. Sir,

HAVING proved that Mr. W.’s do&rine is not
. heretical, permit me to confider the Fmpoﬁ.
tions which clofe the minutes of his laft canterence,
on which, it feems, your charge .of dreadful herefy
is founded. " U )

They wear, I eonfefs a new afpet, and fuch 1s
the force of prejudice and attachment to particular
modes of expreffion, that at firft they appeared to
me very unguarded, if not altogether erroncous.
But when the din of the fevere cpithets,- beftowed
upon them by fome warm friends, was out of my

ears; when 1 had 'Praycd to the Father of lights'
d

for meeknefs of wifdom, and given place to calm
refleCtion, I faw them in quite a different light.
Our Lord commands us not to judge according to the
appearance, but to judge righteous judgment ; appearan-
ces therefore did not feem to me fufficient to con-
demn any man, much lefs an elder, and fuch an
elder as Mr. W, 1 confidered befides, that the
circumftances in which a minifter fometimes finds
himfelf with refpe@ to his hearers, and particular
errors {preading among them, may oblige him to
do or fay things, which tho’ very right according to
the time, place, petfons, and jun&ures, may yct
appear very wrong to thofe who do not ftand juft
where hedocs. I faw for example, that if St
Paul had been in St. James's circumftances, he
would have preached juftification in as guardeda
manner as Sst James; and that if St. James had
been in St, Paul’s place, he would have preached

1t
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it as freely as St. Paul: and I recolletted that in
fome places St. Paul himfelf feems even more legal

~than St. James.” See Rom. ii. 7, 10, 14. Gal. wi.
v, &c. and 1 Tim. vi. 19.

Thefe refle@ions made me not only fufpend my
judgment concerning Mr. W.’s propofitions, but
confider what we may candidly fuppofc was his de-
fign in writing them for, and recommending them
to, the preachers in conneétion with him, AndI
could not help feeing, that it was only to guard them
and their hearers againft Antinomian principlesand

" praétices, which fpread like wild-fire in fome of his
&cictics; where perfons who fpoke in the maft
glorious manner ot Chrift, and their intereftin his
compleat falvation, have been found living in the
greateft immoralities, or indulging the moft un-
chriftian tempers. Nor need I go far for a proof
of this fad affertion. In onep% his focicties not
many miles from my parifh, a married man, who

_ profeffed being in a fate of juflification and fanc’lgfqa-
tion, growing wifle above-what iswritten, delpifed his
brethren as legalifts, and his teachers as perfons not
clear in the gofpel. He inftilled his principles
into a ferious young woman: and what was the
confequence ? {Vhy, they talked about ¢ finifhed
falvation in Chrift,” and « the abfurdity of per-
fe&tion in the fleth,” till a perfe& child was con-
ceived and boro; and to fave appearances the
mother fwore it to a travelling man tY:at cannat be
heard of. Thus.to avoid legality, they plung-
ed into hypocrify, adultery, perjury, and a-nge
depth of ranterifm. Isit not hard that a mini-

_ fter fhould be traduced as guilty of dreadful hergfy
for trying tc put a-ftop to fuch dreadful prattices?

And is'it not high time that he thould cry to all

that regard his warnings, Take fieed to your do@rine.

" As ifhe had faid, :

% Avoid all extrcmes. While on the one hand
you keep clear of the pharifaic delufion that flights
Chrift, und inakes the pretended merit of an im-

porfeét obedience the procuring caufe of ctcr}xal
life H
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tife; fee that on the other hand you do not
lean to the Antinomian error, which under pre-
tence of éxalting Chrift, fpeaks contemptuoufly of
obedience, and makes void the law thro® a fuith that
does not work by love. As there is but a ftep be-
tween high Arminianifm and fclf-rightcoufncles, o
there is but one between high Calvinifm and Andi-
nomianifm. I charge youto fhun both, efpecially
the latter.”

« You know by ad experience that at this time .

we Rand particularly in danger of fplitting u
the Antinomian rock. Many{matterers in Chri
cxperience talk of finifhed falvation in Chrift, or
boaft of being in a ftate of juftification and fun&ifi-
cation, while they know {iltlc of themfelves and
lefs of Chrift. %’hcir whole behaviour teftifies,
that their heart is void of humble love, and full of
carnal confidence. They cry Lord, Lord, with as
much affurance, and as rittlc right as the foolifh
virgins. They pafs for fweet Chriftians, dear chi'-
dren of God, and good believers; but their fecrct
referves evidence them to be only fuch believers as
Simon Magus, Ananias, and-Saphira.”

« Some with Diotrephes love to have the pre-eminence
and prate malicious words, and wot cont.nt therewith,
they do not themfelves recetve the brethren, and forbid
them that world, and even caft them out of the church

" asheretics.  Some have forfaken the right way, and
" are gone aftray, following the way of Balaam, who

'

loved the wazes of unrighteoufuefs ; they are wells puthout

" water, clonds without rain, and trees watheut frutt s
* with Judas they try to load themfelves with shick clzy,

endeavour to lay up treafures on earth, and make pro-
vifion for the flefh to fulfil the lufts tllerc:{. Some,
le

with the inceftuous Corinthian, are captive by

< flefp’y lufts, and fall into the greateft enormities.

Others with the language of the awakened publican,
in their mouths, are faftafleep in their fpints; you
hear them fpeak of the corruptions of their hearts,

_ in as unaffetted and airy amanner, as if they talked

of freckles upon their faces: it feems they ran down
theiv
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their finful nature, only to apologize for their finful
raflices; or to appear great proficients in felf-
nowledge, and court the praiE due to genuine
~ humility.”

¢« Others, quietly fettled on the lees of the Laodi-
cean ftate, by the whole tenor of their life fay
they are rich and increafed in goods and have need of
nothing : utter ftrangers to hunger and thirft after
righteoufnefs, they never importunately beg, never
wreftle hard for the hidden manna: on the con-
trary they fing a requiem to their poor dead fouls,
and fay, “ Soul take thine eafe, thou haft goods laid up
m Chrift for many years, yea for ever and ever;”
.and thus, like Demas, they go on talking of Chrift
and heaven, but loving their eafe, and enjoying this
prefent world.”

“ Yet many of thefe, like Herod, hear and enter-
tain us gladly; but like him allo they keep their be-
loved fin, Eleading for it as a right eye, and faving it
asa right hand. To this day their bofom corrup-
tion is not only alive but indulged ; their treacher-
ous Delilah 1s hugged; and their fpiritual Agag
walks delicately and boafts that the bitternefs of death
ts paft, and he fhall never be hewed in pieces befors
the Lord: nay, to dare fo much as to talk of his
dying before the body, becomes an almoft unpar-
énablc crime.”

¢ Forms and fair fhows of godlinefs deceive us =
many, whom our Lord might well compare to
whited fepulchres, look like angels of light when
they are abroad, and prove tormenting fiends at
home. We fee them weep under fermons, we
hear them pray and fing with the torgues of men
and angels; they even profefs the faith that re«
moves mountains; and yet by and by we difcover
they ftumbte at every mole-hill; every trifling
temptation throws them into peevifhnefs, fretfulnefs,
impatience, ill humour, difcontent, anger, and fome-
times into loud paffion.”

* «Relative duties are by many grofly negle@cd :
hufbands flight their’ wives, or wives negleét
C and
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. and plague their hufbands; children are fpoiled,
rents difregarded and mafters difobcyedi;o yea,
‘Emany are the complaints againft fervants pro-
fefling godlinefs on account of their unfaithful-
pefs, indolence, pert anfwering again, forgetful-
nels of their menial condition, or infolent expec-
tations, that fome ferious perfons prefer thofe whe
have no knowlcdge of the truth, to thofe who make
an high profeflion of it.”

« RKnowledge is certainly increafed ; many run te
and fro after1t, but it is feldom cxperimental ; the
power of God is frequently talked of, but raiely
felt, and too often .cried down uader the defpica-
ble name of frames and feelings. Numbers feck by
hearing a variety of gofpel minifters, reading all the
rcligious books that are publifhed, learming the
beft tunes to oar hymns, difputing on controvert-
cd points of do&rine, telling or hiearing church-
news, and liftcning to or retailing fpiritual fcandal.
But alas! few firive in pangs .of icart-felt convic-
tions, few deny themfelves and take up their crofs das-
ly; few take the kingdom of heaven by the holy wio-
lence of wreftling faith, and agonizing prayer ; few

Jee, and fewer live in, the kin;dom of God, which

ts righteoufnefs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghofi. In
a word many fay, Lo! Chrift is here; and bo! he s
there; but few can confiltently witnefs that the king-
dom of heaven is within them. )
. Many affert that the clothing of the king's daughtor
is of wrought gcld, but few, very few experience
that fhe ts all glorious within; and it is well, if
many are not bold enough to maintain that fhe is
¢ all full of corruptions.” 'With more truth thag
cver we may fay,

Ye different fe@s, who all declare
Lo! here is Chrift, or Chrift isthere 3
Your {tronger proofs divinely give
And fhew us where the Chriftians live,
Your



(27 )

Yeur claim, alas! Ye cannot prove,
> Ye want the genuine mark of love.

“ The confequences of this high, and yet
Kfelefs profeflion, are as evident as they are-
deplorable.  Sclfith views, finifter dcfigns, in-
veterate prejudice, pitiful' bigotry, party {pirit,
felf-fufficiency, contempt of others, envy, jea-
loufy, making men offenders for a word—poflibly a
friptural word too, taking advantage of each
ether’s infirmitics, magnifying innocent miftakes,

putting the weorft conftruftion upon cach other’s . -

words, and altions, falfe accufations,. back-biting,
malice; revenge, pérfecution, and a hundred fuch
evils prevail among religious people, to the great
aftonifhment of the children of the world, and the
unfpeakable gricf of the true Ifraelites that yet re-
main among us,”’ :

- But thisis not all. Some of our hearers do
not even Keep to the great outlines of Heathen mo-
mlity: not fatisfied praétically to reje& Chrift’s de-
elaration, that it is more blefled to give than to receive,
they proceed to that pitch of covetoufnefs and dar—
ing injuftice, as not to pay their juft d*bts; yea
and to cheat and extort, whenever they have a
fair opportunity. How few of our focieties are
there where this, or fome other evil has not broken
eut, and given fuch fhakes to the ark of the va- .
pel, that had not the Lord wonderfully interpcled,
1t muft long ago have been overfet? And youknow
how to this day #e name and truth of God are openly
blafphomed among the baptized Heathens thro' the An-
tinomian lives of many, who fav they are Jews when
they are mot, but by their works declare they are of
the Symagogue of Satan. At your peril therefore my

rcthren, countenance them not: I know you
would not do it defignedly, but you may do it una-
-wares; therefore take heed-—more than ever take
heed to your doftrine. Let it be feripturally evan-
gelical: give not the children’s bread unto dogs :
comfort not peoplo that do not mourn. When
Ca you



(%)

you flould give emeties do not adminifter cordials,
and by that mean ftrengthen the hands of the floth-
ful and unprofitable fervant. I repeat it once
more, warp not to Antinemianifm, and in- or-
der to this, Take heed, O! Take heed to your doéirine.”

Surely, Si, there is no harm in this word of ex-
hortation; it is fcriptural, and Mr. W.’s pen can-
not make it heretical. Take we then keed to the de-
hign of the dire&tions which follow.

Itis evident that, in order to keep his fellow-la-
bourers clear from Antinomianifm, he dire&s them
firft not to lean too much 'toward Calvinifm ; and fe-
condly not to talk of a juflified and fanétified sTATE
fo unguardedly as fome, even Arminians, do;
which tends to miflead men, and relax their watch-
ful attention to their internal and cxternal aorks,
that is, to the whole of their inward tempers and out-
ward behaviour: Sec No. 8.

He producesthree particulars, wherein he thinks
that both he and his afliftants in the Lord’s vine

-yard, have leaned too much towards Calvinifm,
cach of which has a natural and ftrong tendency to
countenance the Antinomian delufion. The ftf},
being afraid or athamed to maintain that every man
is faithfully to employ his every talent, tho’ our
Lord himlelf goes }?o far in maintaining this do&trire
as to declare, that if a man ts not faithfulin the un-
righteous mammon God will not give him the true riches,

.—The fecond, being afraid to ufe the expreflion
working for- life : altho’ our Lord who muft be al-
lowcd perfeétly to underftand his own gofpel, ules
it him&lf.—-}\nd the third, granting without pro-
per diftin@ion, that a man s to do nothing in order
to juftification, than which, fays he, nothing can b
more falfe; as commeon fenfe difates that a rebel
muft lay down his arms before he can receivea
pardon from his prince.

Thisbeing premifed, Mr. W, invites his fellow-
labourers to review the whole affair ; and while he
docs it he faps the foundations of the babels built by
thofe who call Chrift Lord! Lord! without de-

partng
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nart'mg from iniquity. o among Chriftians, favs.
e, is now accepted of God # Not he that like Hy-
meneus-formerly believed, and concerning faith hath
now made fhipwre-k—Nor he that, like Simon Ma-
gus, altaally believes with a fpeculative, Antino-
mian faith ; but “ hethat now belheves in Chrif with
a loving and obedient heart,” or as our Lord and St.
Paul exprefs it, he whofe faith works by love, and:
whofe love keeps God's commandments. This muft at
once overthrow the pretenfions of thofe whofe feizn-
ed faith, inftead of producing a change in their
Jrearts, only adds pofitivencfs to their lsclf-conccit,
bitternefs ‘to their bad tempers, and perhaps li--
centioufnels to their worldly lives.
- Still carrying on his point he obferves naxt, to-
the fhame of loofe Chriitiaas, that none are accept--
ed of God even among the Heathens; but thofs that fear
him and work nighteoufacfs. Nor is his- obfzrvation:
improper (you Sir being judge) for you tell us in your -
fifth{e mon, t page 84, that Cornclius was a man of
Szular probity,  humanity, and moralitv, and thata- .
view of his charaller may perhaps eonvince fome who.
confider themfebves as Chriftians, how far fhost ti:cy ave:
even of his imperfell richteoufnefs. '
This leads him, No 4, to touch upon-an impor-
tant ohjeftion, that will naturally occur te the mind
of a Proteftant, and he anfwers it by ftanding for-
the neceffity of works as firmly as he docs agamft thern:
nierit in point of falvation ; thus cutting down withe
one truly evangelical ftroke, the awrogancy of felf- :
rightcous Papifts, and the dclufion ef licentisus .
Proteftants, And lefy'Antinomians fhould, from the-
Proteftant dottrine that good works have abfolute. -
ly no merit in point of falvation, take vecafion to
flight them and livc in fin, he very properly ob-
ferves, No. 6, that believers fhall be rcwarded in:
"heavon, and are even often rewarded on casth fe--
caufe of their- works, and according to liar works
which he apprehends does not fo widely ditler -
from foundum merita operum, as Proteftants, in the
+-Loadon xe-puiuxcdfor%{. Jobafoa, 1762,
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beat of their contentions with the Papifts, have
been apt to conclude. No. 7. he ftarts another ob-
jettion which Antinomians will naturally make to
St. Peter’s declaration, that God accepts thofe who
fear him and work righteoufnefs. .

And now, Hon. Sir, referving for another
place the confideration of hisanfwer, let me a}:ﬁcal
to your candor. From the general tenor of thefe
propofitions, is it not evident, that Mr. W. (who-
1s now among gofpel-minifters what St. James for-
merly was among the difciples, and Mr. Baxter
among the puritan divines, that is, the perfon pe-
culiarly commifiioned by the Bifhop of fouls, to
"defend the golpel againft the incroachments of An-.
tinomians) aims at fiemming the torrent of their de-
lufions, and not at all at injuring the very fundamental
prinaples «{ Carifiianity, or bringing * a dreadful hs- .
7¢fy into the church ?”

You may reply, that you do not fo much conf-
der what he ams at doing, as what he has a&ually
done. Nay, Sir, the intention is what a candid
judge Smuc more a loving brother) fhould par-
ticularly confider. If aiming to kill a wild beaft
that attacks my friend, Iunfortunately ftab him, iz,
isa * melancholy accident ;” but he wrongs me

. much, who reprefents it as a ¢ dreadful barbarity.” -
In like manner, if Mr. W. has unhappily wound-
ed the truth, in attempting to give the wolf in.
$heep’s cloathing a killing ftroke, his miftake
fhould rather be called ¢ well-meant legality” than .
dreadfil herefy.

You pofiibly reply : ¢ Let any one look at thefe
minutes, and fay whether all the unawakened cler-
gy in the land would not approve and receive
them.” And what if they did 2 Would the pro-
pofitions be the worfe barely for this ? Is nothin
gofpel but what direétly fhocks common fenfe? An
is the apoftles creed dreadfully heretical, becaufe
all the carnal clergy of the church of Lngland, yea -
and of the church of Romc .receive it? At thss
frange ratc wemuft give up the bible itfclf, forall

. the
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‘the Socinians receive it. Afhamed of taking fars
ther notice of an argumentl;y which every Papift
might attack the reafonable fimplicity of our com-
munion fervice, and defend the grofs abfurdity of .
anft;xb{landaion, I come to an obje&tion of greater-
weight.
‘fsMr. W. contradi@ts himfelf. He has hitherto
preached falvation by faith, and now he talks of
Jatvation by works, as a condition : he has a thoufand
times offered a.free pardon to the worft of finners,
and now he has the affurance to declare, thata man
15 ¢o do fomething in order to juftification. Where will
you find fuch inconfiftencies?”” Where! In the
old and new Teftament, and efpecially in the epif-.
tles of the great preacher of free juftification, and:
falvation by faith. There you will fee many fuch -
Jeeming inconfiftencies as thefe.——Eternal life is the
&t of God thro’ our Lord Fefus Chrift. Charge the
rich to lay up in ftore for themfelves a good foun- -
dation, that they may lay hold on eternal life; we -
are temperate, to obtain an incorruptible crown.-—- -
By grace ye are faved thro' faith. In fo peiNc.
thou fhalt fave thyfelf. Work out your own fal-
vation.—-We are not fufficient of ourfelves.to think any
thing as of ourfelves. “The Gentiles do by nature the
things contained in the law.—-God j‘%ﬂi{ic{h the un-
&odly and him that worketh not. He fhall render to -
every man according to his works, even eternal life
to them who by patient continuance in well doing "
feek for glory.—God forbid that I fhould glory in any
thing fave in the crofs of Chrift.  As the truth of God
isin me, no man fhall ftop me of this glorying that
1.have kept myfelf from being burthenfome.—-I am
the chief of finwers. 1 have lived in all good con. -
fcience before God until this day.—-We rejoice in
Chrift Fefus and have no confidence in the flefh. Our
rejoicing is this, the teftimony of our confcience,
that in fimplicity and godly fincerity we have had -
our converfation in the world.—-Not by works of
righteoufnefs that we have dome, but according to his
mercy he javed us: Not of works kff any man _/;too}fd '
aft; .
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doaft ; for if it is of works, them it is no more ty
ol/z&w:{e work is no nfum work. 1 koep under m%
dy left I myfelf fhould bea caft away. Be not de-
ceived, whatfoever a man foweth that {hall he alfo
reap; he that foweth little fhall reap little ; he that
foweth to the {pirit fhall of the Spint reap life ever.
latting.-—T am perfuaded that neither death, nor Lfe, na-
ther things prg/{-i ner things to come, &c. jhall be adle
to feparate us the love of God whick is in Chrifp
Fefus. Thole that fall . away crucify to themfelves
the Son of God afrefh, and put himto an o;
fhamc: for the earth which beareth thorns and
briars is rejeted, and iswigh unto curfing, whole
end is to be burned. Some of the branches xvere
broken off by unbelief, thou ftandeft by faith ; be
not high-minded but fear :- continue in GGods good-
nefs, othcrwife thou alfo fhalt be cut off.

Now, Sir, permit me to beg you would lay your.
hand upon your heart, and fay whether malicions
infidels have not a fairer fhow of reafon to raife
wicked men againft St. Paul, than you have to.
raife good men againft Mr. W.?P And whether a.
grain of the cander with which you would recan-
cile the + feéning contradifions of the great apof--
tle, would not be more tuan fufficient to reconcile:
the feemng inconfiitencies of the great minifter.
whom you have fo warmly attacked P '

Some perfons, indeed complain aloud that “ Mr,.
‘W. in his new fcheme of falvation by works as a
condition, fairly renounces Chrift’s blood and righ-
teounefs.” 1 grant that the words ¢ blooed and:
righteoufncfs” are not found in the minutes, but
acceptance by believing in Chrifl is found there, and he-
muft be a caviller indeed who allerts that hie means
a Chrift without blood, ora Chrift without right-

: coufnefs,

4 Moft of thole ferr:'rz inconlifienocies of St. Paul, and thofe
which arc charged npoz Mr. W. will be reconciled with ihe
gl‘eatcﬁ cafr, by confidcring the two axioms neationed in my.

rft letter.  1n the former part of the imaginary contrad:etians,
thofe fervants of God inake vfe of the firft gofpcleaaviom, in

the latter part they cmploy the fegond, and thus declase the-
whole counlcl of G);d. oy n
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eoufnefs. Befides, when he cuts off the merit of werks
from having any fhare in our falvation, far from
forgetting the meritorious life and death of the'Re-
deemer, he effc@ually guards them, and the Pro-
teftant ark, fprinkled with the atoning blood, from
the rafh touches .of all + merit-mongers. Add to
this that Mr, W, hath fufficiently declared his faith
in the atonement, in thoufands of fermons and -

- hymns, fome of which arc continually fung both by
him and the real Protefiants, fo that out of their own
mouth the groundlefs charge may be refuted.

Again, the doftrine of the atonement had been
fully difcuffed in former conferences and minutes,
and Mr. W. is too methodical to bring the fame
thing over andoveragain, nor is it reafonable to ex-
peét it fhould be peculiarly infifted upon in acharge
again{t Antinomians, who rather abufe than deny
it.  Oncemore, Mr. W.’s extra& of the minutes is
a memorandum of what was faid in the latter part
of a conference or converfation, and no unpreju-
diced perfon will maintain, that thofe who do not
exprefsly mention the atonement in every conver-
fation do aftually renounce it.

To conclude, if the author of the minutes had
advanced the following propofitions which you
have dropped in your fecond fermon, you might
have had {[:)mc reafon to fufpe& his not doing the
atoncment juftice. Page 36? Chrift only did that te
the human nature whkich Adam (had he flood upright)
would have done. What! Sir, would Adam have
died for his pofterity, or did not Chrift dic for
them ? You add, Sex the true reafon of his death; that he
might fubdue the earthly life in every fenfe—And Page
45, He certainly died for no other end, but that we
mught receive the Spirit of hobinefs. Mr. W, isofa
very different fentiment, Sir; for poor heretic! he

“believes with the Papifts that Chnft died to make an
atonement for us, and with St. John that ke is the pro-
pitiation for our fins and for the fins of the whole world.
Neverthelefs he-will not cry out ¢ dreadful hcr:}i;y"
.’

< The name that bithop Latimer gives to the Papifls,
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tho’ he will probably think that you was once a fit
tle too dee Yy in Mr. Law’s fentiments. Lcaving
u to think with how much juftice I might defcam
r:nc upon this line of the fatyrie poet,
Dat veniam corvis, vexat cenfura columbas,
I remain, ‘

Rev, and dear, Sir,

Yeur's, &c.

THIRD
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"THIRD LETTER,

Hon. and Rev, Sir,

WE have feen how exceedingly commendable
was Mr. W.'s defign in writing what you
‘haveextrafted fromhislaft minutes;and how far from
being unanfwerable are the gencral obje&tions, which
fome have moved againft them. Let us now pro-
<ceed to a candid inluixy into the true meaning of.
the propofitions. They are thus prefaced :

efaid in 1744,  We have leaned too much toward
Calvinifn,” Wherein? .

This finglefentence is enough, I grant, to make
fome perfons account Mr. W, an heretic.  He is no
Calvinift! And what is ftill more dreadful, he has
the aflurance to fay that he has laned too much to-
ward Celvinifm ! 'lxhis will found like a double he-
rely in their ears, butnot in your's, Sir, who feem
to carry your anti-calviniftical notions farther than
Mr. \v gimfclf. He never fpoke more clearly to
the point of free grace than you do, page 83, of your
fermons; God, fay you, never Ie}; hinfelf without
witnefs, not only from the 1.;'ﬁblc things of the creation,
but Likewife from the inward witnefs, a  Jpiritual feed
bight fown n the foul of every fon of man, Fewy Turky
or Pagan, as well as Chriftran, whof: kindly fuf:itations
whoeuer fol'ous, will gradually perceive increafing gleams
Aill leading farther on to mearer and far brighter ad-
vances, till at len;th a full and perfed day burfls ferth
upon his ravifhed eyes.” ~ In this fingle fentence,” Sir;
you bear the noblcft teftimony to all the de&trines,
in which Mr. W, ditfents from the Calvinifts: vou
begin with geueral redemption, and end with perfec-

tion,
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#ton, or to ufe your own expreflion you follow him
Sfrom the fpiritual feed of light in a Turk, quite to the

and PERFECT day, burfling forth upon the ravifhed
¢yes of the Pagan who follows the kindly fufcitations of
divine grace.

And far from making man a mere machine, ys
tellus, page 140, It is true, faoith s the gift of God,
but the exertion of that faith, when once given, licth in
ourserves. Mr. W, grants it, Sir; but permit

me to tell you, that the word ourfelves being print- :

ed in italics, feems to convey rather more anti-cal-
vinifm than he holds; for he is perfuaded that
we cannot exert faith without a continual in-
fluence of the fame divine power that produced it,
it being evident upon the gofpel plan, that without
Chrift we can do nothing. From thefe and .the like
pailages in yout fermons, I conclude, Sir, that your
charge of dreadful herefy does not reft upon thefe
words, We have leaned too much towards Calvinifm.

Pafs we then to the next, in which Mr. W. begins ‘

to fhew wherein he has confented too much to the
Calvinifts.

L. With regard to MAN’s Fa1THFULNESS. Qur Lord

himfelf taught us to ufe the exprefon. And we od)
never to be afhamed of it. Weought fleadily to afert,
on his authority, that if a man is not FAITHFUL IN
THE UNRIGHTEOUS MAMMON, God will nct cive
MIM THE TRUE RICHES. ‘
Now, where does the herefy lie here ? Isit in
the word man’s faithfulnefs # 1s there fo much faith-
JSulnefs to God and man among profeffors, that he
muft be gppofed by all good men, who dares to ufe
the bare word? Do real Proteflants account man's

aithfunefs a grace of {upererogation, and quoti
{'-cripturc{an hgcrcfy? Orpdo thgcy flight wgat o?x%
Lord rccommends in the plaincft terms, and will
one day rcward in the moft glorious manner? If
not, why are they going to enter a proteft inft
Mr. W. becaufe he is not afhamed of Chriff and his
words before an cuil and adulterous generation, and anl?
®ol

’
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-not keep back from his immenfe flock, any part of the
counfcl of God,—much lefs a part that fo many pro-
feflors overlook, while fome are daring enough to
lampoon it, and others wicked enough to trample it
under foot,

) O Sir, if Mr. W, is to bz caft out of your fyna-
gogue unlefs he formally recants the paffage he has
quoted, and which he lays we are not to be afamed of,
what will you do to the Son of God, who fpoke it?
What to St. Luke who wrote it? And what to good
Mr. Henry, who thus comments upon it? ¢ If we do

not make a right ufe of the gifts of God’s provi-

dence, how can we expeét from him thofe pre-
fent and future comforts which are the gifts olPhis
fpiritual grace? Our Saviour here com ares thefe;
and fhews, that tho’ our faithful ufe ofPthe things
of this world cannot be thought to merit any fa-
vour at the hand of God, yct our unfaithfulnefs
in the ufe of them may be juftly reckoned a
FORFEITURE of that grace which is neceflary to
bring us 10 glory. And that is it which our Sa- -
viour fhews, Luke xvi. 10, 11, 12. He that is
unjuft, unfaithful in the LeAsT; is unjult, unfaith-
ful alfo in mucu. The riches of this world are
the Less; grace and glory arc the GREATER.
Now if we be unfaithful in'the lefs, if we ufe the
things of this world to other purpofes than thofe
for which they were given us, it may jufily be
feared we fhall be fo in the gifts of God's grace,
that we will rcceive them alfo in vain, and there-
fore they will be denied us. He that is faithful
in that which is leaft is faithful alfo in much. He
that ferves God and does good with his money,
will ferve God and do good with the more noble
and valuable talents of wifdoin, and grace, and
fpiritual gifts, and the earnells of hcaven; but
he that buries the one talent of thiswarld's wealth
will never improve the five talents of fpir'tial
riches.’

Thus {peaks the honeft commentator: and who-

ever charges him with legality or herefy herein,

D I muft
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I muft exprefs my intire approbation by a fhout ef
applaufe. Hail {lenry! ail Wefley! Ye faithful
fervants of the moft high God: ftand it out againit
an Antinomian world.  Hail, ye followers of the
defpifed Galilean : you confefs him and his words be-
fore a perverfe generation, he will confefs you before hus
Father and his angels. Let not the fcoffs, let not
the accufations, even of good people, led by the
tempter, appearing as an angel of light, make you
give up onc jot or tittle of your Lord's gofi)cl.
Tho’ t oufaml)s fhould combine to brand you as
legalifts, papifts, heretics, and antichrifts, ftand
it out: {cripture, confcience, and Jefus are on yout
fide; be not afraid of their terror, but fanélify the Lord
God in your hearts. And when you fhail have
occupted a little longer, and been a little more abufed
by your miftaken companions, your Mafter will
come and find you employed in ferving his family,
and not in beating your fellow-fervants.  And while
the unprofitable, unfaithful, quarrclfome fervant is
caft out, he will addrefs you with a “ Well done good
and fauthful fervants.  Ye have been faithful over a fea
things 5 1 will make you rulers over many things. En-
ter into the joy of your Lord.

Excufe the length of this addrefs; it dropped
from me before I was aware, and is the fruit of the
jov I feel to fee “ the John Goodwin of the age,”
‘and the oracle of the Calvinifts, fo fully agreeto

maintain the Chriflian Aerefy againit the Antinomian

orthodoxy. Nay, and you, yourfelf, are of the
very fame way of thinking, For you tell us (page
8g) that God fo far approved of the advances Corndius
had made towards him (by praying and giving, 2
you had obferved before, much alms to the ople)
under the flender light offered him; of his earneft defire
of a flill nearer and more intimate acquaintance w
him,”and of the improvements he had made of the fmall
talent he had committed to him, that he was now about
to entruft him with greater and far bester treafures.

in
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In the mouth of two fuch witnefles as Mr. Henty
and yourfelf, Mr. W.’s do@rine might be efta-
blifhed; but as I fear that fome of our friends, will
{foon look upon you both as tainted with his herefy;
I fhall produce fome plain fcripture-inftances, to

rove by the ftrongeft of all arguments, matter of
aél, that man’s unfaithfulnefs in the mammon of un-
rightroufuefs is attended with the worft of confe-
quences.

You know, Sir, what deftru&ion this fin brought
upon Achan, and by his means upon Ifrael: and
you remember how Saul’s avarice, and his flying
upon the fpoil of the Amalekites, coft him his king-

om, together with the divine blefling. You will
perhaps objeét that ¢ they forfeited only temporal
mercies :” true, if they repented; but if their fin
fealed up the hardngs of their heart, then they
loft all.

I can however mention two who indifputably
forfeited both fpiritual and eternal bleflings: the
one is, the moral young man, whofe fatal attach-
ment to wealth is mentioned in the goipel. Go,
faid our l.ord to him, fell all thou haft, grve to the
poor, come, follow me, and thou fhalt have treafure in
heaven. He was unfaithful in the mammon of unrigh-
Leoufnefs ; he would not comply with the propofal,
and tho’ 7Jefus loved him, yet he ftood firm to his
word, he did not give him the true riches : the un-
hap})y wretch chofe to have his good things in this
world, and fo loft them in the next.

The other inftance is that of Judas; ke kft all,
at firft, to follow Fefus; but when the devil placed
him upon the high mountain of temptation,and fhew-

ed him the horrors of poverty and the alluring
wealth of this world, cevetoufnefs his befetting fin
prevailed again; and as he carried the bag, he
turned thief, and made a private purfe. You
know, Sir, that the love of money proved 10 him
the root of all evil, and that on account of his un-
Saithfulnefs in the mammon of unrighteoufnefs. our Lord
not only did not give him the true riches, but took his
D2 every
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every talent from him, his apoftlefhip on earth,
and one of the twelve thrones which he had
p;omifcd him in common with the other dild-
es, :
P Some, I know, will excufe Judas by fathering
his crime and damnation upon the decrees of God.
But we who are not numbered among real Pro
teflants think that finners are reprobated as they are
clefted, that is, fays St. Peter, according to the fore-
kn-wledge of Gud: we are perfuaded, that becaule
God's knowledge is infinite, he fore-knows future
contingencies; and we think, we fhould infult
both his holinefs and omnifcience, if we did not
believe that he could both forefee and foretel that
gudas would be unfaithful, without neceffitating

im to be fo, that the fcriptures might be fulfilled:
we affert then, that as Jelus loved the poor covet-
ous young man, fo he loved his poor covetous
difciple : for had he hated him he muft have aged
the bafe part of a diffembler, by fhewing him for
years as much love as he did the other apoftles;
an idca too horrid for a Chriftian to entertain, 1
fhall not fay of Gcd made flefh, but even of a man
that has any fincerity or truth! Judas’s damna-
tion therefore, and the ruin of the young man, ac-
cording to the fecond axiom in the gofpel, were
merely of themfelves, by their unbe icr and wun-
SJaithfulnefs in the mammon of unrighteoufucfs ; for how
cowdd they believe, feeing they repofed their traf 1
uncertain viches !

Thus, Sir, both the exprefs declaration of our
Lord, and the plain hiftories of the {cripture, agree
to confirm this fundamental principle in Chriftie-
nity, that when God works upon man, he expeéts
faithfulnefs from man; and that when man, as a
moral agent, grieves and quenches the fpirit that
ftrives to make him faithful, temporal and etemal
ruin are the inevitable confequence.

Thus far then the minutes, contain a great, evan-
gelical truth, and not a fhadow of hercfy. Lct{us

cc
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fee whether the drcadful fnake lurks under the fe-
cond propofition.

11. We have leaned too much towards Calvinifm,
e. With regard to workiNG roRrR LIFE. Ths alfs
our Lord has exprefly commanded us. Labour (kx-
GAZESTHE, literally WORK) FOR THE MEAT THAT
ENDURETH TO EVERLASTING LIFE. And tn fal
every believer, till he comes to glory, works For as well
as From life.

Here Mr. W, ftrikes at a fatal miftake of all An-
tinomians, many honeft Calvinifts, and not a few
who are Arminians in fentiment and Calvinifts in
pra&tice. All thefe, when they fee that man is by
nature dead 1n trefpaffes and fins, lie eafy in the mire
of iniquity, idly waiting till by an irrefiftible a& of
omnipotence, (‘.(vod pulls them out without any ftri-
ving on their part. Multitudes uncomfortablv ftick
here, and will probably continue to do fo, till they -
receive and heartily embrace that part of the gofpel
which is now alas! called herefy. Then fhall thefe
poor prifoners in giant Defpair’s caftle, find the kev
of their dungeon about them, and perceive that
the word &5 migh them, yea, in their mouth and in their
heart : flirring up the gift of God within them, and in
hope believing againft hope, they will happily lay hold
of eternal Lfe, and apprehend by the conh}:iencc of
f;;_i{!h, him that has apprehended them by conviétions
©O1 1in,

But now, inftead of imitating Lazarus, who when
the Lord had called him, and rcftorzd life to his
Kutrifying body, came forth out of his grave, though

e was bound hand and foot; thefe miftaken men in-
dolently wait till the Lord drags them ont, not con-
fidering that it is more than he has promifed to do.
On the cortrary, he reproves by his prophet thofe
that do nat flir themfelves up to lay hold on him ; and
deciding the point himfelf, fays,” Turn ye at my re-
proqf 3 behold I will pour out my Spirit upon you; becaufe
1 called and ye refufed, Igrddud out my hands unto you

nd
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and no man regarded, I will mock when your fear
cometh.

Should you obje&, that the cafe is not fimilar,
becaufe the Lord gave life to the dead body of
Lazarus, whereas our fouls are dead in fin by nature.
True, Sir, by nature; but does not grace reign t0
controul nature ? And as by the offence of one, judg-
ment came upon all men to condemnation ; even fo by the
righteoufucfs of one, 1s not the free gift come upon all mn
to juftification of life? According to the promife made
to our firft parents, and- of courfe to all men then
contained in their loins, is not the feed of the woman
always nigh, both to reveal and bruife the ferpent's
head ¢ 1s not Chrift the light of men—the lisht of th
world come into the world # Shineth he not in the dark-
nefs of our nature, even when the darknefs compre-
tends him not ? And is not this light the life, the
fpiritual life of men 2 Can this be denied, if the gt
s Chrift, and if Chrift is the refurre@ion and the &fe,
who came that we might have life and that we might hazt
¢ more abundantly ?

In this {criptural view of free grace, what room is
there for the ridiculous cavil, that ¢« Mr, \W. wanty
the dead to work for life ?” God of his inhnite
mercy in Jelus Chrift, gives to poor finners natu-
rally dead in fin, a talent of free, preventing, quick-
cning grace, which reproves them of fin; and when
it is followed, of righteoufnefs and judgment. This,
which fome Calvinifts call common grace, is granted
to all, without any refpc& of perfons; fo that even
the puor Jew Herod, if he had not preferred the
finiles of his Herodias to the convincing light of
Chrift, which fhone in his confcience, would have
been faved as well as Johg the Bapuft; and that
poor Heathen Felix, if he had not hardened his
heart in the day of kis vifitation, would have fwcetly
experienced that Chrift had as much tafted death for
him as he did for St. Paul. The living light vifited
them; but they not working while it was day, or
refufing to cut off the right hand which the Lord
«alled for, fell at laft into that night wherein no man

com
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can work: their candlefick was removed, their lamp
went out. 'They quenched their fmoaking flax, or in
other words their talent unimproved was Jultly taken
Jrom them, Thus, tho’ once thro’ gracc they could
work, they dicd while they lived; and fo were, as
fays St. Jude, twice dead, dead in Adam by that
fentence, in the day that thou cateft thereof thou fhalt
Sfurely die; and dead in themfelves, by perfonally
renouncing Chrift the life, or rejefting the light
of his convincing Spirit. .
This being prcmtid, I afk, Where is the herefy
. ini this paragraph of thc minutes? Does it confi
in quoting a plain paffage out of one of our Lord’s
fermons? Or in daring to produce in the original,
under the horrible foom of the decagrammaton er-
gazefthe, that dreadful tctragrammaton work # Sure-
1y, Sir, you have too much piety to maintain the
former, and too much good fenfe to affert the latter,
Does it conlift in faying that believers work from life ?
(for of fuch only Mr, W. here {peaks) Do not all
grant, that he who believeth hath lfe, yea, everlafing
{:fe, and thereforc can work ? And have not I prov-
cd from fcripture, that the very Heathens are not
without fome light and gracc to work fuitably to
their difpenfation ?

The herefy, fay you, does not confift in afferting
that the believer works from, but for life. Does
it indecd? Then the Lord Jefus is the heretic;
for Mr. W, only repeats what he f{poke above
1700 years ago: Labour, fays he, (Ergazefthe,)
WORK FOR the meat that endureth to everlafling Like,
Enter therefore your proteft againft St. John’s gofpe],
if Chrift will not formally recant it; and not againft
the minutes of his fervant, who dares not take away

from his Lord’s words, for fear God fhould take away
his gart out of the book of life.
ut if the Son of God is an heretic for putting
the unbelieving Jews upon working by that drcad-
ful word ergazefthe, St. Paul is undoubtedly an arch
heretic, for corroborating it by a ftrong prepofi-
tion : Katergazefthe, fays he to the Philippians,
WORK
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work ouT-and what is moft aftonithing werk eut
YOUR OWN SALVATION. Your own falvation ! Why,
Paul, this is even worfe than working for &fc; for
Jalvation implies a deliverance from all guilt, fin,
and mifery; together with obtaining the life of
grace here, and the life of glory hereafter.  Ah!
Foor legal apoftle, whata Eity is it, thou didft not

ive in our evangelicalage! Some by explaining to
thee the myftery of finifhed falvation, or by protefting
tn a body againft thy dreadful herefy, might have fav-
ed the fundamental doéirires of Chriftiamty : and the
John Goodwin of the age would not have had thee
to bear him out in his pharifaical, and papiftical
delufions.

Hereyou reply, that ¢ St. Paul gives God all
the glory by maintaining thatit is ke who works in
us both to will and to do of his good pleafure.” Anddoes
not Mr. W. do the fame? Hath he not for near
forty years fteadily afferted, that all power to think
a good thought, much more to will or do a good
work is from God, by mere grace, thro’ the merits
of Jefus Chrift, and the agency of the holy Spirit ?
If any dares to deny it, myriads of witneffes who
have heard him preach, and thoufands of printed
fermons, hymns, and trats difperfed thro’ the three
kingdoms, will prove it.

But let us come clofer to the point. Isnot Chrift
the bread that came down from heaven to give life to the
world ¥—1s he not the meat that endureth to everlaft-
tng life ? The meat which he direlts even the poor
Capernaites to work for # Muft we not come to him
for that meat ? Is not coming to Chrift, a work of
the heart? Yea the work of God? The work that
God peculiarly calls for? Joha vi. 8, 29. Doesnot
our Lord complain of thofe who will not work for
life? Thatis, come unto him that they might have kfe,
or that they might have it more abundantly # And muft
not every believer do this work—come to Chrift for
life, yea and live upon him every day and every
hour ?

Agan,




( 45 )

Again, Sir, confider thefe fcriptures, He that be-
dieveth hath everlafling Life, He that hath the Son hath
&ife ; Compare them with the following complaint,
None firreth up himfelf to lay hold on God : and with
the charge of St. Paul to Timothy, Lay hold on
eternal life: and let us know, whether flirring up
onefelf to lay hold on the Cod of onr life, and a€tually
baying hold on eternal life are not works, and works

Sor, aswellas from life # And whether believers are
difpenfed from thefe works till they come to glory?

Once more : pleafe to tell us, 1f praying, ufing
ordinances, running a race, taking ug the crofs,
keeping under the body, wreftling, fighting a good
fight, are not works; and if all believers are not to
do them, till death bringsthem adifcharge ? 1f you
fay, that « they do themfrom ifeand not for life,”
you ftill point blank oppofe our Lord’s exprefs de-
claration,

A fimilar inftance will make you fenfible of it.
Lot flies out of Sodom. Hew many works does he
do atonce! He hearkens to God’smeflengers, obeys
their voice, facrifices his property, forfakes ally
pravs, runs, and ¢fcapes for his life.  No, fays one,
wifer than feven  men ‘who can render a reafon;
* You fhould not fay, that he efcapes for life, but

JSrom life: Do not hint, that he runs “ to pre<
ferve his life ;” you fhould fay that he docs it
¢ becaufe he is alive.” What an admirable dif-
tin&ion is this!

Again; my friend is confumptive. I fend for a
Phyfician who prefcribes ¢ he muft ride out every
day for his life.” Some other Phyficians fee the pre-
fcription and by printed lctters raife all the gentle-
men of the faculty, to infift in a body on a formal
recantation of this dreadful prefcription : declaring
the health of thoufands is at ftake, if we fay that
confumptive people are te ride for life, as well as

rom life. Ri}()um teneatis amici ? '

But they who proteft, againft Mr. W. for maina
taining that we ought to work for as well as from
life, muft proteft alfo againft a body of puritan Di-

' vines
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vines, who in the laft century being fhocked at
Dr. Crifp’s doftrine, thus bore their teftimony
againft it. ¢ To fay falvation is not the end of any
¢ good work we do, or, we are to a& rrox lifc and
¢ not ror life were to abandon the human na-
 ture: it were to teach us to violate the great
¢ precepts of the gofpel ; it fuppofes one bound to
¢ do more for the Falvation of others, than our
¢ own; ’twere to make all the threatnings of eter-
¢ nal death, and promifes of eternal life in the gof-
¢ pe.l, ufelefs, as motives to fhun the one, or ob-
¢ fain the other: and it makes the feripture—cha-
¢ ralters and commendation of the moft eminent
! faints, a fault:’ for they all efcaped out of Sodom
or Babylon for their lives; they all wreftled for,
and laid hold on eternal life. Preface to Mr. Flavel's
book againft Antinomianifm. Thus, Sir, the very
Calvinifts were athamed a hundred years ago, of
}he grand Crifpian tenet that we ought not to werk
or life.

A{;d I am glad to find, you are as far from this
error as they were; for you tell us in your fermons,
page 6g, that ¢ The gracious end of Chrift’s com-
¢ ing into the world was to give eternal riFe to
¢ thofe who were pEaD in fins, and that eternal
¢ life does confift in knowing the true God and
¢ Jefus Chrift whom he hath fent:’ you affure us
next that this life begins by ¢ an exploring defire,”
and that God by giving it  only means to be ear-

neftly fought, that he may be more fuccefsfully and -

more happily found.”

Perhaps fome fuppofe the expreflion of worke.
ing for life, implies the working in order to me-
rit or purchafe life. But as our Lord's words con-
vey no fuch idea, fo Mr. W, takes care pofitive.
ly to exclude it, by thofe words, Not by the mer.t
of works: for he knows that eternal ?fe is the gift of
God; and yet with St. Paul he fays, Laboxr te
enter into reft, left ye fall after the example of Ifrael’s
wnbelief : 5/11\4'] \fi{hfthe fgreat anticri‘?pianf D/ivine
Jefus Chrift, he cries aloud, Strive to walk in the

narrow
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narrow way—agonize to enter in at the firait gate that
leads to L1¥E.

I pafs to the third inftance which he produces
of his having leaned too much towards Calvi-
nifm,

© 1L g. We have received it as a maxim that  a
man is to do nothing 1N ORDER to juftification :”
nothing can be more falfe. Whoever defires to find fa-
vour with God fhould CEASE FROM EVIL AND LEARN
T0o Do WELL. Whoever repents, fhould do works
MEET FOR REPENTANCE. And if this is not 1N
ORDER t0 &nd avour, what does he do them for ¢

To do Mr. W, juftice, it is neceflary to confider
what he means by juftification. And firft, he docs
not mean, that general benevolence of our merci-
ful God towards finful mankind, whereby, thro®
the Lamb {lain from the foundation of the world,
he cafts a propitious look upon them, and freely
makes them partakers of the light that enlightens every
man that cometh into the world.  This general loving-
kindnefs is certainly previous to any thing we can
do to find it ; for it always prevents us, faying to us,
in our very infancy, &ve: and when we turn from
the paths of life, ftill crying, Why will yc die ? In
confequence of this general merey our Lord fays,
Let little children come unto me : for of fuch isthe king-
dom of heaven. Much lefs does Mr, W, underftand
“what Dr. Crilp calls eternal juflification, which be-
caufe I do not fee in the feripture 1 fhall fay no-
thing of.

But the juftification he fpeaks of as fomething
that we muft fnd, and in order to which fomething
muft be done, is either that public and final juftifi-
cation  which our Lord mentions in the gofpel, By
thy words thou fhalt be juftified, and by thy words thou

all be condemned ; and in this fenfe no man in his
wits will find fault with Mr. W.’s affertion ; as it

3s evident that we muft ablolutely do fomething, that

is, fpeak good words, in order to be ]u/l‘zfedg by our

words. Or he means forgivenefs, and the witnefsf
0
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of it; that wonderful tranfa@ion of the Spirit of
God, in a returning prodigal’s confcience, by which
the forgivenefs of his fins 1s proclaimed to him thns
the blood of fprinkling. —This is what Mr. W. and
St. Paul generally mean. It is thus, that Bas¢

Juftified by faith we have peace with God, through cxr
LorZ Fefus Chrift.

And now do not fcripture, common fenfe, and
experience fhew, that fomething muft be done in erder
to attain or find, tho’ not to merit and purchafe thi:
Jjultification ? .

_Pleafe to anfwer the following queftions founded
upon the exprefs declarations of God's word. To
him that ordereth his converfation anght will { fhow the
Jalvation of Ged. Is ordering our converfation -
right doing nothing ?— Repent ye and be converted that
Nyour fins may be blotted out. Are repentance and cou-
verfion nothing ? Come unto me, all ye that are hecty
laden, and I will give you reft, I will juftify you. Is
comin; doing nothing ? Cecfe to do evel, learn to d>
well.  Come now, let us reafon tojether, and tho' yoxr
Jfins be red as crimfon they faall be white as fruow. you
fhall be juftified. Is ceafing to do evil, and learn-
ing to do well, doing nothing ?P—S8eck the Lord while
he may be found, call upon him while he 1s near : let the

wicked forfike ks way, and the righteous man his
thoughts 5 and let him return unto the Lord, and he w1l

have mercy upon him, and to our God, for he will abun-

dantly pardon, Is feeking, calling, forfaking one’s wav
and returning to the Lord a mere nothing ¢ — AR ane
you fhall recerve, feck -and you fhall find, knock and u
Jhall be opened unto you. Yea, take the kingdom of hea-
ven by force. s feeking, afking, knocking and taking
by force doing abfolutely nothing ? Pleafe to anfwer

thefe queftions, and when you have dome, I'll

throw one or two hundred more of the like-kind in
your way. )

Let us now fec whether Reafon is not for Mr.
W. as well as {cripture. ‘Do you not maintain tha:
*¢ belicving is neceflary in order to our juflification ?*
1f you do, you fubfcribe Mr. W.'s herefy; for e

Leven;
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ligving is not only doing fomething, but neceffarily
fuppoles a variety of things. Faith cometh by hearing,
and fometimes by’ rcading, which implies atteng-
ing the miniftry of the word, and {carching the
fc;iptures as the Bereans did. It likewife pre-fup-
es at leaft the attention of the mind, and con-
nt of the heart, to a revealed truth, or the con-
fideration, approbation and receiving of an objeét-
ropofed to us: nay, it implics renouncing world-
y and feeking divine honor; for, fays our Lord,.
How can you belicve who receive honor one of another,
and feck not the honor that cometh from God only. And
if none can believe in Chrift unto falvation, but
thofe who give up fecking worldly honors, by a pa-
rity of 1cafon thcy muft give up following flefhly
lufls, and putting their truft in uncertain ricles:
in a word, they muft own themfelves fick, and ve-
nouncc their phyficians of no value, before they
can make onc true application to the invaluable
hyfician. What a variety of things is therefore
implicd in belicving, which we cannut but atknow-
ledge previous tojuftification! Who can then con-
fiftently with reafon, blame Mr. W. for faying

fomething muft be done in order to juftification ?

Again, if nothing is required of us in order te
juftification, who can find fault with thofe that die
1n a ftate of condemnation? They were born in fin
and children of wrath, and nothing was required of
them in order to find favour: it remains there-
fore, that they arc—damned, thro’ an ablolute
decree, made thoufands of years before they had
any cxiftence! If fome can fwallow this camecl
with the greateft cafc, 1 doubt, Sir, it will not ze
down with you, without bearing very hard upon
the knowledge you have of the God of love, and
the gofpel of Jelus.

Oncc more : Mr. W. concludes his propofition
by a very pertinent queftion : ¢ I[%en a man that is
not juftificd, does worrs meet for repentance, what does
ke do them for 2 Permit me 1o anfwer it according te
feripture and common fenfe,  If he does them in

E order
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etder to purchafe the divine favour, he is undera
felf-rightcous delufion ; but if he does them, as Mr.
W. fays, in order to ¥inp what Chrift hath pur-
chafed for him, he afs the part of a wife Protef-
tant.

Should you faythat fuch a penitent does works
mcet for repentance, from a fngne of gratitude for
redeeming love: Ianfwer, this is impoflible ; for
that love muft be fhed abroad in his heart, by the
Holy Ghoft given unto him, in confequence of
his juftification, before he can a& from the fenfe of
that love and the gratitude which it excites. 1
hope, it is no herefy to maintain, that the caufe
muft go before the cffe@. I conclude then that
thofc who have not yet found the pardoning love
of God, do ‘works meet for repentance ix order to
fndit. They abftain from tho'e outward evils
which once they purfued; they do the outward
good which theconvincing fpirit prompts them to:
they ufe the means of grace, confefs their fins, and
afk pardon for them: in fhort they feck the Lord,
encouraged by that promife, They that feck me carly
Pall fnd me. ~ And Mr. W. fuppofe, they feck 1
order to find 3 in the namec of candor where is the

_ harm, of that fuppofition P

When the poor woman has loft her piece of filver
Srelights a (anjl):),o fays our Lord, fhe faerps the homfe
and fearches diligently till fle findsit. Mr. W, afks
If fhe does not do all this in order to find it, what docs
fhe do it for ? At this the alarm is taken, and the
poft carries through various (rrovinccs printed lct-
ters againft old Mordccai, and afynod is called to-
gether, to proteft againft the dreadful error.

This reminds me of a little anecdote. Some
centurics ago, one Virgilius (I think) a German bi-
fhop, was bold enough to look over the walls of
ignorance and fuperftition, which then incloied all
Europe. And hefaw, that if the earth was round,
there muft be antipodes.  Some minutes of his ob-
fervations werc fent to the Pope. His Holinefs
who underftood geography as much as divinity,

' took
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took fright. Fancying the unheard-of affertion was
injurious to the very fundamental principles of
Chriftianity. He direétly called together the car-
dinals, as wife as himfelf, and by &cil advice i~
fued out a Bull condemning the heretical doétrine,
and the poor bifhop was obliged to make a formal
recantation of it under pain of excommunication.
"Which are we to admire moft? The zeal of the
conclave, or that of the real Proteflants? In the
mecan time let me obfeive, that as all the Roman
Catholics do now acknowledge, that there are anti-
rodcs, fo all real Proteftants will one day acknow-
edge, that penitents feek the fayour of God in or-
der to find it ; unlefs fome rare genius fhould be able
to demonflrate, that it is, in order to logfe it.
llaving defcnded Mr. W.'s third propofition
from fcripture and common fenfe, permit me to do
it alfo from experience. And here I might appeal
to the moft eftablithed perfons in Mr.W.’s focieties ;
but as their teftimony may have little weight with
you, I wave it, and appeal to all the accountsof found
converfions that have been Publiﬂlcd fince Calvin’s
days. Shew me one, Sir, wherein it appears
that a mourner in Sion found the above delcribed
Jjuftification, without doing fome previous works meet
Jor repentance.  1f you cannot, produce one fuch in«
. ftance, Mr. W.’s doétrine is fupported by the print-
ed experiences of all the converted Calvinifts, as
.well as of all the believers in his own focieties.
.Noram | afraid to appeal even to the experience
of your own friends. If any one of thefe can fay
with a2 good confcience that he found the above-
defcribed juftification without firft ftopping in the
_career of outward fin, without praying, feeking,
and confefling his guilt and mifery, I promife to
ive up the minutes. But if none can make fuch a
-geclanﬁon you muft grant, Sir, that experience is
-on Mr. W.’s fide, as much as reafon, revelation,
_the beft Calvinifts, and yourfelf. I fay yourfelf.
Give me leave to produce but one inftance,
- Page 76 of your fermons, you addrefs thofe who fee
Ea them-
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thenifelves deflitute of that knowledge of God whick is
eternal Life, the very fame thing that Mr. W, calls
Jjuftification ; and which you dcfine, a home felt
Anowledge of God by the experience of his love, being fred
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghoft grven unto us.
The Spint of God bearing witnefs with our fpirit, that
we are the children of Ged, and you recommend to them
o seek and raess after it.””  Now Sir, feeking and
prgﬁ;g.after it, is certainly doing fomething in order
bo fina it.

ﬁl muft not conclude my vindication of the third
propoiition, without an{wering a fpecious objec-
tion. “ If we muft do fomething in order to jufiif-
eation, farewell free juftification: itis no more
grace, but of works, and confequently of debt.
FThe middle wall of partition between the church
of Rome, and the church of England, is pulled
down, and the two fticks in the hands of that here-
sical juggler, J. W. are become one.”

I reply (1.) that fome who think they are real
pillars in the Proteflant church may be nearer the
church of Rome than they are aware of : for Rome
is far more remarkable for lording it over God's
heritage, and calling the moft faithful fervants of
God heretics, than even for her pharifaic exaltin

- of good works.—(g.) If the church of Rome h
not infifted upon the neceffity of unreguired unpro-
fitable, and foolifh works; and if {he had not arro-
gantly afcribed faving merit to works, yca to mere-
ly external performances, and by that means cloud-
ed the merits of Chrift; no rcafonable Proteftant
would havc feparated from her on account of her
regard for works. (3.) Nothing can be more ab-
furd than to affirm that when fomething is required
10 be done in order to receive a favour, the favour Lofes
the name of a free gift, and dircélly becomes a debe.
Long, too long, perfons who have more honefty

than wifdom, have been frighted from the Elain'

path of duty by a phantom of their own making.
O may the fnare break at laft! And why fhould
not it break now # Have not {ophifms beeudwire-

rawn
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drawn, till they break of themflves in the fight -
of every attentive {pefator?

I fay to two beggars, Hold out your hand: here
is an alms for you.  The one complics and the other
refules.  Who in the world will dare to fay, that
- my charity is no morc a free-gift, becaufe I beftow .
it only upon the man that held out his hand? Will
nothing make it free but my wrenching his hand.
open, or forcing my bounty down his throat ?
Again, the king fays to four rebels, throw down

our arms ; furrender, and you fhall have a place,

o:h in my favour and at court.  Onc of them obeys.
and becomes a great man ; the others upon refufal
are caught and hanged. What fophifter will face
.me down, that the pardon and place of the former,.
are not freely beftowed upon him, becaufe he did
{omething in order to obtain them ? Once more,
~ The God of providence fays, If you plow, fow;
harrow, fence, and weed your ficlds, lpwill give
the increale, and you fhall have a crop. Farmers.
obcy : and are they to belicve, that becaufe they do.
fo many things towards their harveft, itis not the:
free gift of heaven? Do not all thofe who fear
God, know that their ground, fced, cattle, firength,,
yca, and their very life, are the gifts of God ? Docs.
not this prevent their claiming a crop as a debt
And make them confefs, that tho’ it was fufpendecdk
on their plowing, &c. it is the unmerited, bounty:
of hcaven ?

Apply this Sir, to the prcfent cafe, and’ yow
will fec that our dorng fomething in order to juflifi-
cation, does not .in the lealt hinder it from. being,
a free sift; becaufe whatever we do in onder to
it, we do it 4y the grace of God preventing us that
we may have a good-will, and working with us:
when we have that good-will ; all' being. of free,
moft abfolutely free grace, through the merits of
Chrift. And neverthelefs fo fure as a farmer,. i
the appointed ways of providence, fhall have
no harvelt if he does nothing towasds it; a pro-

E g follon
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feflor'in"the appointed ways of grace (let him
talk of finithed falvation all the year round ) fhall
go without juftification and falvation, unlefs he does
fomething towards them. He that now goeth on his
way weeping, fays the Ffalmift, and bearetl;/orﬂ: good
Jeed, fhall doubtlefs come again with joy, an bring his
Jheaves with him.  Be not deceived, fays the Apotftle,
whatfoever a man foweth that fhall he alfo reap ; and he
only that feweth to the fpirit fhall of the fpirit m:£
bfe everlafing.  David thercfore and St. Paul mu
be proved enemies to free grace, before Mr. W',
can be reprefented as fuch ; for they both Jowed
tears before they reaped injoy: their do&rine and
experience went hand in hand together.

glaving now vindicated the three firft propofi-
tions of the minutes, levelled at three dangerous
tenets of Dr. Crifp, and fhewn, that not only your-
felf, Sir, but moderate Calvinifts are (fo far) in-
tirely of Mr. W.'s fentiment. 1 temain,

Hon. and Rev. Sir,
Your obedient fervant,

In the bond of a free and peaceful golpel,

J. F.

FOURTH



(58)
em

FOURTHLETTE R

Hon. and Rev. Sir, ’

F the three firft propofitions of the minutes are

fcriptural, Mr. W. may well begin the remain-
ing part, by defiring the preachers-in his connec-
tion to emerge along with him from under the noify
billows of prejudice, and to ftruggle quite out of
the muddy Krcams of Antinomian dclufions, which
have fo long gone over our heads, and carried fo
many fouls gown the channels of vice, into the lake
that burneth with fire and brimftone, Well may
he intreat them to

Review the whole affair. _

And why fhould this modeft requeft, alarm any
one ? Tho’ erfor dreads a revifal, truth, you know,
cannot but gain by it. ~ ~

I.
Mr. W. fays in this review,
1. Who is Now acczlt’ed of God # He that mow be-
bieves in Chrift with a loving obedient heart.
Excellent anfwer! Worthy of St. Paul and St.
ames; for it fums up in one linc the Epiftles of
th. Inthe firft part of it, ( He thai now believes
in Chrift) you fee St. Paul’s golpel calculated for
loft fipners, who now fly from the babel of [elf.
righteoufnefs and fin, and find all things in Chrift
ready for their reception. And in the fecond part,
(with a loving and obedient heart) you [ce the ftron
bulwark raifed by St. James, to gnard the truth o
the gofpel againft the attacks of Antinomian and
Laodicean profeffors. Had he faid, ¢ he th;t lI}wIl
, elicve
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believe the next hour, is now accepted,” he wonld
have beftowed upon prefent unbelief the blefling
shat is promifed to prefent faith. Had he faid “ he
that bcricvcd a year ago, is now accepted of God,”
ke would have opened the kingdom of heaven to
apollates, contrary to St. Paul’s declarations to the
" Hebrews. He thercfore very properly {ays ke tha
Now believes ; for it is written, e that belicveth, (not
he that fhall belicve, or he that did believe ) Acth
tverl“ijh‘ug life.
hat fault can you then find with Mr. W, here?
Surely you cannet blame hin for propofing Chrit
as the objet of the Chniftian’s faitﬁ or for faying
that the believer hath a loving and obedicnt hean;
for he fpeaks of the accepted man, and not of him
who comes for acceptance.  Multitudes alas! relt f-
tisfied with an unloving, difobedient faith,—a faith
that engages only the head, but has nothing to do
with the heart —a faith that works by malice, in-
ftead of working by love —a faith that pleads for fin
in the heart, inftead of purifying, the heart from
fin —a faith that St, Paul explodes, 1 Cor. xiii. 2;
and that St.- James compares to a carcafs, Chap ii.
26. There is no need that Mr, W, {lwuld coun-
tenance fuch a faith by his minutes. Too many
alas! do it by their lives; and God grant none may
do it by their fermons. - Whoever does, Sir, it is
not you ; for you tell us in your’s, page 150, that

Chrift is .to be found omly by Lving faith; even l:)ﬁz;:.& .

bhat worketh by love ; even a faith that layets

Chrift by the fect, and worfhif petk him—the very faith
of Mary Magdalen, who certainly had a loving asd
obedient heart, for our Lord teftificd that fhe Lived
much,and ardent love cannot but be zealoufly cbedicxt..
There is not then the leaft fhadow of herely, but
the very marrow of the gofpel in this article. Let
us fce whether the fecond s equally defeniible.

IT.
2. But who among thofe that never heard of Chrift ?
He that fearcth Gody and worketh rightconfnsfs, accord-
tng do bhe light he has., Aud
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"And where is the error here? Did not” St. Pe-
-ter begin his cvangelical fermon to Comelius by
-thefe very words, prefaced by fome others that

make them rcmarkaﬁly emphatical ? Of a truth I
- perccive that God is no refpeller of perfons; but
_every nation he that feareth God and worketh righteouf-
- nefs ts accepted of him. Surely, Sir, you will never
. inﬁél upon a formal recantation of a plain fcr‘iipture L
. ut perhaps you obje& to thofe words which
. Myzr. W, has added to'St. Peter’s declaration, accord-
‘tng to the light he hath. What fhould it be ¢ ac-
-cording to the light he has not #” Are not there

cople enough among us, who follow the wicked

-fervant that intimated Ais Lord was an hard and au-
_ftere man reaping where he had not fown, and gathering
‘awhere he had not firaw’d ? Muft Mr. W. increafe the
number ? Or would you have him infinuate that
*God is more cruel than Pharaoh, who granted the
poor Ifraclites day-light, if he allowed them no firaw
-to make bricks---that he requires an Heathen to
- work without any degree Of?ight, without aday of
vifitation, in the Egyptian darknefs of amerely na-
.tural ftate?---An#é that he will then damn and

torment him everlaftingly, either for not doing or

-for marring his work ? O Sir, like yourfelf, Mr.

‘W. is too evangelical to_entertain fuch notions of

the God of love. :

“ At this rate, fay fome, an Heathen may be
faved without a Saviour; his fearing God and work-
ing righteoufuefs will go for the blood and rightcouf

‘nefs of Chrift.” r. W, has no fuch thought:
whenever an Heathen is aceepted, it is merely
through the merits of Chrift: altho’ it is in con-
" fequence of his fearing God and working righteouf-
nefs.” % But how comes he to fee that God s to be
feared, and that righteoufnefs is his delight ¥ Becaufe

a beam of our Sun of righteoufnefs fhines in his

darkncfs. All is therefore of grace, the light, the
works of righteoufnefs done by that light, and ac-
ceptance in confequence of them. How much
morc evangelical is this do&rine of St. Peter, t{lhan

’ : at
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that of fome Divines, who confign all the Hes
thens by millions to hell torments, becaufe they
cannot cxplicitly believe in a Saviour whofe name
they never heard? Nay, andin whom it would be
the greateft arrogancy to believe, if he never died
for 3:::2 ? Is it not poffible that Heathens fhould
by grace, reap fome bleiflings thro’ Adany the fe-
cond, tho’ they know nothiag of his name and
bbedicnce unto death; when they, by naturg
e 28 dibbedience they. are cqually Erungen?
name i ence .~ are
If this is an herefy, itis fuc;yan onzqas dzeshonotln
Jefus and humanity. !
ed. Obj. «“Mr. W, by allowing the poﬂibiﬂ'
of a righteous Heathen’s falvation goes point |
againft the 18th article of our Ciutc which he
has folemnly fubfcribed.”

Anf. This affertion is groundles. Mr. W, far
from prefuming to fay that an Heathen cax fe far
ed by the law or fell that he profefles, if he frames bs |
life according to the light of mature, cordially believes
that all the Heathens who are faved, are fo thro’
the name, that is, thro' the merit and Spirit of Chrif;
by framing their life, not according to I know not
w hat light naturally received from fallen Adam,
but according to the fupernatural light, which
Chrift gracioufly affords them, in the difpenfation
they are under. ‘

gd. Obj. « However if he does not impugn
the 18th article, he does the 1311139( which fays,’
that Works done before juftification, or before the grece
of Chrift, and tlseb%n/[:iZat/itof of his Spunit, for as muck
as they proceed not from faith in ChriR, are not pleafant
to God, yea have the nature of fin.”

Nay, this article does not affe& Mr. W.’s doc-
trine; for he conftintly maintains, that if the
works of a Melchifedec, a l]ob, a Plato, a Cor-
nelius are accepted, it isonly becaufe they follow
the generd! juftificaion above-mentioned; (which
is poflibly what St. Paul calls the frez gift that
came upon ALL men bo Juftification of life, Rom. v.) ;

18-

{
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18.) and b;cauﬁ they proceed from the grace of Chriff

and the infpiration of his Spinit : they aré not there-
fore done before that grace and infpiration, as are
the works which the article condemns.

4th Obj. * But all that is not of faith is fin, and
without faith it is impofible to pleafe God.” :

Anf. True; theretore he that cometh to God muft
BELIEVE that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them
that diligently feek kim. Cornclius had undoubtedly
this faith, and a degree of it is found in all fincere
Heathens. For Chrift the light of men vifits all, tho®
in a variety of dcgrees and diipenfations. He faid
to the carnal Jews that belicved not on him: Yet a
Little while the light ts uwith you ; walk while ye have the
tight, left darknefs come upon you : While ye have the
light, BELIEVE IN THE LIGHT, that ye may be the
children of the light.  All the Heathens that are fav-
ed, are then faved, by an explicit faith in Jefus
the light of the world; or, to ufe our Lord’s own
w’orcﬁ, by believing in the light of their difpenfation,
before the day of their vifitation is paft, before to-
tal darknefs comes upon them, even the night when no
man can work.

5+ Obj. « But if Heathens can be faved without
the gofpel, what need is there of the Chriftian dif-

niation ?

Anf. (1.) None of them was ever faved without
a beam of the internal light of the gofpel, which ts

reached in (v) tvery creature under heaven, Col. i. ¢3.

(2.) The argument may be retorted : if finners could
be faved under the patriarchal difpenfation, what

need was there of the Mofaic ? If under the Mo-~

faic, what need of John's baptifm ? If under the
baptifm of John, what need of Chriftianity ? Or
to anfwer by a comparifon; if we can fee our way
bv ftar-light, what need is there of moon-fhine ?
If by moon-fhine, what need of the dawn of day ?
If by the dawn of day, what need of the rifing-

fun?
The brightnefs of divine difpenfations, like the
&:5ht of the righteous, fhines more and more unto the per-
Jed

-
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Jfaft day. And tho’ an Heathen may be faved in hx
low difpenfation, and attain unto a low degree of
glory, which the Apoftle compares to the thiniag
of a ftar, (for in my Father's houfe, fays Chrift, ther
are maxy manfions) yet it is an unfpeakablc advan-
tage to be faved from the darknefs attending his un-
comfortable difpenfation, into tle full enjoymem
of the life and immorthlity brouzht to lizht by the ex*4-
ct gofpel. \Vell might then'the angel fay 1o Cor-
nclius, who was alrcady accepted actording 1o his
difpenlation, that Peter fhowld: tell furt words where-
#y he puould b: faved—faved from the weaknefs, dark-
nefs, bondage, . and tormenting fears attending  his
prefent ftate, intQ that blefied ftates of light, com-

fort, liberty, po%r, and glorious joy,- where e
_ that is feeble 15 as David, and the- houfe . of Dawd as

Gad, or as the anje! of the Lord. - v

. Having thus bricfly anliwcred the obje&ions that
are advanced agamfilt St. Peter’s "and Mr. \W.’s dac-
trine, procced we' to the yd query, inf the review
of the whole-affair, - S R

: I
-3 Is this tha fame with he that' i3 fincere £ Nearis,
if not guite. .
In the name of charity where:is the cror of this
anfwer? Where the fhadow " of herefy? Do you
fuppole, by he that is fincere Mr. W.omeans a car-
nal unwakenad wretch, who boufts ! his imasi-
nary lincerity 7. Né; Sir, he mcans oue. whe in
God’s account. and 1ot ‘barcly ‘in his own, fincerey
and wprigatly follows the light.of his dilpenfation.
Now, if vou expofc Mr. W.ras-quilty of herefy, for
ufing this word onca, what protefds will vou enter
againft St. Paul, for ufing it overand-over? How
-~ will vou blame him for deliring the Kphetians {ac-
cording to the fine rcading of our marsin} to e
Sncere v dove ! axedivsiies, o9 aran = Or for-wifhing
nothing greater to his dear Plilippiare, than that
they might be foncere in the day of Chrift ! Oh Sir,
to fear, and much more to love, the L ord e frncerty
K . 1

-~




(61 )

isagreat and rare thing, Eph.vi. a4, We find
every where too much of the old leaven of malice, and
oo Little of the unleavened bread of fencerity and truthy

-2 Cor. v. 8. Think not therefore that Mr, W, be-
trays the caufe of God, becaufe he thinks that te be
prncere, and to fear God and work righteonfuefs, are
cxgreﬂ'lons nearlp, if not quite, fynonimous.

ut you do notuixcrhaps find fault with Mr. W,
for fetting accepted Heathens too low, but too high,
by giving them the chanafler of being fiucere. For

ou know that our wanflators render the Hebrew.
word (Thmim) fomectimes fincere, at other timcs
upright, sudefled, and. moft commanly gerfedd. As
in thele fentences, Noah was « perfelt man, Fob was
a perfell man, &e. May not then Mr., W. {ecretly
bring in his abaminable do&rine of perfeftion, un-
der the leks frightful cxpreflion of fincerity ? Of this
morc by and gy.

. In the mcan time I fhall clofe my vindication
of the ed. and gd. query, by the fentiments of twa
unqueftionable Protzfants on the prefent fubjc&.
The one is Mr. Henry in his comment on St. Pe-
ter's words. ¢ God, fays he, never did, nor ever will
¢ reje&t an honeft Gentile, who fears God and

. ¢ worfhips him, and works righteoufnels, i. c. is
¢ jult and charitable towards all men, who lives
¢ up to thelight he has in a sincere devotion,
¢ and regular converfation.—Wherever God finds
% an urascut man he will be foung an upright
¢ God, Pf. 18. 25.—~And thofe that have not the
¢ knowledge of Chrift, and thercfore cannot have
¢ an explicit regard to him, may yet reccive grace
¢ for ‘his fake, to fcar God, and work righteoul
¢ nefs; and wherever God gives grace to do fo, as
¢ he did to Cornelius, he will thro’ Chrift accept
¢ the work of his own hands.” Here, Sir, you
have the very do&trine of Mr. W. quite down to
the heretical word fincere. -

The other divine, Sir, is yourfell. You tell us
in your fcrmon on the famc text, that ¢ We cannot
< but admire, and adore God’s univerfal teader-
« nels, and pity for every people and nation :;2-

F . ¢ der
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¢ der heaven, in that he willeth not the dcath of
¢ any fingle finner, but acceptcth cvery one into
¢ gofpcl-covenant with him, who fearcth himn and
¢ workcth righteoufnefs according to the light ime
¢ parted to him.’

" Naw, Sir, wherc is the diffcrence between
vour orthedoxy and Mr. W.’s herefy ? Hec afferts
6od accepts ¢ him that fears God and works righ-
¢ tcoufnefs according to the light he has:’ Mr

Henry fays, ¢ him that lives up to the light he -

¢ has:’ and you, Sir, ¢ him who fcarcth God
"¢ and worketh righteoufnefs according to the light
¢ imparted to him? If Mr. W. muft fhare the
fatc of Shadrach for his herefy, Idoubt Mr, Henry
will have that of Mcfhech, and you, of Abed-
neqo; for you arc all thrce in the fame honorable
eondemnation,

But Mr. W. forcfceing that fume will be of
fended at St. Peter’s_evangelical declaration, eon-
cerning the acceptance of. fincerc Heathens whe
work righteoufnefs, propofes and anfwers the follow-
ing objeétion, IV‘

4. 1s not this fulvation by works P :

- Nt by the Mer1T of works, but by morks as a cox-
pttiox. {nthe former part of this anfwer, Mrn
W. freely grants all you can require, to guard the
gofpel. againft the Popith dottrinc of making
fatisfa@tion T fin, and meriting falvation by
works: for he maintains that tho’ God accepts the
Heathen that works rightcoudnefs, yet it is not
through the merit of lis warks, but folely thro*
that of Chrift. Is not this the very doftrine of
our church in her 11th article which treats of jufh-
Seation?  We are accounted righteous before God only

for the mertT of our Lord Fefus Chrift by faith,  and
not for our own -works or prstRviNGs. Does nat
the oppofition of the twe fentences. and the ex-
planatory word defervings, evidently fhew that
works mect for repentance are not excluded from
being in the inner that comes to be juftiied, but

from
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from having any merit or worth to purchafe his
Jjuftification?

" ‘Our ¢hurch cxprefles herfelf more fully on this
head in the homitly on falvation, to which the ar-
ticle refers.  8t. Paul, fays fhe, declares nothing (ne-
ectlary) on the behalf of man concerning his juflification,
but only a true’ and lively faith, and yet (N. B.) that
faith does not fhut ont repertance, hope, love, (of defire
‘when we- are coming, love of delight when we
-arc come) dread, and the fear of God, to be joined
with it in every 'man that is juflified ; but it fhutteth
2hem out from the office of juflifying ; the' they be all
prefent together in hem that is jufiafied, yet they juftify
=ot all together.” 'This is agrecable to -5t. Peter's
-doftrine, maintained by Mr. W. Only faith in
Chrift for Chriftians, and faith in the light of their
difpenfation for Heathens, is neceflary in order to
‘acceptance : but tlio’ faith only juftifies, yet it is
never alone; for repentance, hope, love of de- -
-hire, and the fear of God weceffarily accompany
this faith if it is living, Our church therefore is
not at all againft works procceding from, or ac-
companying faith in all its ftages. She grants
‘that whether faith feeks.or finds its obje&, whe-
ther it longs for or embraces it, it is fill 2 live-
lz, altive, and working grace. She isonly againft
the vain conceit that warks have any hand in me-
riting juftification or purchafing falvation, which
is what Mr. W. likewilc oppofes. -« . . .

If you fay, that his herefy does not confift in
exploding the merit-of works in point of falva.
tion, but in ufing that legal expreflion falvation
by works, as a condition. 1 anfwer, that as I would
not contend for the word trinty, becaufe it is net
in the bible, no nor.yet for the word c(erfcﬂion
tho' it is there, neither would I contend for the
expreflion, falvation by works, as a condition,. RBut
the thing Mr. W. means by it, is, there in a hun-
. dred  different turns and modes of expreflion.
Therefore it is highly werth contending for: and
fo much thc morc as it is, next to the dotrinc

Fa of
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‘of the "atonement, the moft im of the
faith once delivered unto the fa:.npt;.l.‘t‘arit Pal't .

* Any candid perfon acquainted with Mr. W.’s
principles, (and for fuch only the minutes were
written) cannot but fee that he mcant abfolute
nothing, but what our Saviour means in thefe

the like. feriptures, namely, that falvation, is ful-
gended on a variety of things which Divines call

y various names, and which Mr. W. with a ma
Jority of them chufes to call conpiTioNs. Excgit
ye repent ye fhall all perifh— Except ye be converted, and
Become as little children, ye fhall not enter into the king-
dom of héaven.— Here repentance, and converfion are
conditions of eternal falvation.—If .ye befieve not ye
fhall die in your fins : for this is the wonk of God, the
“work that God requires and approves, that ye bebere
-on-him whom he hatk fent—~Here the work of faith is
the condition.—1 am alpha and emega, the firft and
the laft. . Bleffed are they that do his commandments,that

may have RIGHT to the tree of life, and may enter |

¥nthro' the gates into the city. here it is, dang
God’s cammandments. :

St. Paul, evangelical Paul, fays the fame thing in
-a variety of cxpreffions. If any man love mot the
-dord Fefus, Ut bam. .be anathema. If lave the
work of - the heart, does not take place, the
-curfe will.-—{{ye bue after -thzfzh ye Rall die, but
9f ye thro' the Spirit movtifly the 'ftkﬂeﬁyﬁd |
bive.  Spiritual movtification is here the condition.— |
" Without' holintfs no man fhall fec the Lord. Here ho-
Jinefs is the condition.—Be not deccived; nexther for-
nicators, ner covetous, nor drunkards,northieves, nor rexal-
ers fhall inherit the kingdom of God. Here ceafing from
fornication, drunkemnefs, &c. is the fame condition.

- St. John isin the fame condemnation as Mr. W,
for he declares, There fhall in uo wife enter into the
new Ferufalem amy thing that defleth, nather whatfo-
ever worketh: abomination, or maketh a lie. Here the
condition is not working abomination, &c. Whofeever
hateth his brother is- a murdeyer, and ye know that mo

=
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- murderer Kdth - eternal life;  Icre the eondition is
ceafing from hatred, the.murder of the heart,

St. Peter is equally deep in the hevely. . In ava-
riety of expre{lions he delcribes the mifery and fatal
Latter end, of tholc who efeape the pollutions of the world

_ thro’ the knowledge of the Lord Fefus, and are again
antan led therein, thyo’ the non-perfornmance of this
condition, Ifye do thefe things, ye fhall neverfall. .

As for St. James, I necd not quote him : you

Kknow, that when Luther was in his heat, he could

- have found it in his heart to tear his precious cpiftle
from among the facred books, and burn it as an
epiftle of firqw." ll¢ thought the author of it was an
-encmy to free grace, an abctter of popifh .tencts, .an
cantichrift. Itistwue, the fealesof prejudice fell a
laft from his eyes, but alas! it was not tillhe had
feen the Antinomian boar Jay walte the Lord's tiou-
rithing vincyard all over proteftant Germany : thon
was he glad to draw aginft him St. Janes's de-
{pifed fword ; and I fhall be happily mifkaien, Sie,
if you are not obliged one day to make ufe of the

s heretica! minutes, as he did-of the epijile of firaw. - .
If any ftill urge, ¢ 1 do not love. the ward conde-
~tion.”  Treply; It is no wonder; fince thoulmds
_{o hate the thing, that they even chufe to go to bell,
_rather than peeform it.  But let an eld wathy di-
- vine, approved by all but Crifp’s difciple's, - tehl you
what wc mcan by condutwns a antecedent condition,
-(fays Mr. Flavel in his difourfe of craers) fjaifics mo
morethan an &l of ours ; whick, tha' it be nether por-
Seltin any degree, nor in the leaft meritorions of the by-
-mefit conferred, nov pexformed in our vwn watuval firenth ;
i ypt, according (o the confitution of the covenant, x-
squired of us, inorder to tie bleffngs confequent thereupoy,
by virtue of the promsifc : and confequently, benefits and
mercies granted in Uhs order, are and mufl bofufponded
by the donor tull it e performal. Swh a condition e
, J;/?rm Jfaith to be, with all that faith neccifarily uyp-
1Cs, . I ' v
P When Dr. Crffp, in the Laft century, reprefented
&l the fober puritan divines as lezal, they anfwered,
F3 The
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* The covenant tho’ conditional, is a difpenfation of
grace. There is grace in giving ability to perform
the condition, as well as beftowing the benefits:
God’s enjoying the one in order to the other,
makes not the benefit to be lefs of grace; butitis
a difplay of God’s wifdom, in con%crring the be-
nefit fuitably to the nature and condition of men
in this life, who are here in a ftate of trial; ya,
the conditions are but a medtnefs to receive the
bleflings.’ .

¢ The reafon, added they, why we ufe the word
¢ condition, is becaufe it beft fuits with man'’s rel
¢ tion to God, in his prefent dealings with us, 2
¢ his fubje@son trial foreternity. Chrift as a prief
¢ has meritcd all; but as-a priefly king he dif
¢ penfeth all: he enjoins the conditions in order t
the benefits, and makes the benefits motives ©
our compliance with the conditions. . ‘He treats
with men as his fubje@s, whom he will now nik
and'hereafterjudge. Now what word is fo prm
to exprefs the duties as enjoyned means cf ben

as the word conditions # The word condrtions is of
the fame nature ‘as terms of the gofpel.  There are
# few authors of note, even of any perfuafion that
¢ feruple ufing this word in our fenfe, as Ames,
+ Twils, Rutherford, Hoeker, Norton, Prefton,
+:Owen, fynod of New-England, the affembly of
¢« divines, &c. And none have reafon to f it
¢ except fuch as think we are juftified before weat
¢ born.’ See Gofpd Truth vindicated by Willians
againft Dr. Crifp. o :

If all the proteftant divines who have dire@ly
or indire@lly reprefénted repentance and faith #
conditions- of prefent falvation; and holinefs of heart
and life as conditions of ecternal glovy, as things fme

uibus non, without which falvation and glory nel-

r can nor will folow-—~if all thofe divines, 1 fav,
are guilty of herefy, g9g out of an hundred arc Lere-
tics; and none oi) them, deeperin the herely thao
youtkelf, i

n
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In your Rrmons, page 39, clearing yourfelf of the
{lande);~ that you do Sg puaa?/z up, recngrm:d, and in_ﬁlﬂ
on the meceffity of good works ; you add, ¢ I'not only
¢ preach this or &at part of the moral law, but I
¢ preach the whole morallaw ; and 1tell you plainly,
¢ that IF YOU DO NOT PERFORM TME WHOLE WILL
¢ or Gop, YOD CANNOTEBE FIRALLY savED. Then
you add, ¢ Surely they who cortend for the doc-
¢ trine of good works will be fatisfied with this, or
¢ they arc very unreafonable.’ Indeed, Sir, Mr.
“W. 1s quite fatisfied with it; I only wondcr what
in theé world can make you fo diffatisfied with his
-mihutes; for he never gave Antinomianifm a more
legal thruft. ' ,

- And as you nmake aorks fo abfolutely neéceflary to
eternal {alvation, fo do you make a law-work an ung-
verfal prercquifite-of prefent falvation. ?ezking
-of the fear and dread that feize a finrier under con-
vitions of fin, you fay, page 111. ¢ This inward
+ fhock and perturbation muft pafs upon the foul of -
4 every RETURNING finner morc or lefs, béfore he
*¢ can poffibly be rendered a propet obje&t of divine
‘¢ crace and mercy.” Hold, Sir, you go one fte
beyond Mr. W. for he fteadily maintains, that 1];'
the finner wis not a proper objeét of divite grace, pE2
rore he feels the inward fhock you ‘fpeak of, hé
would never be fhocked and return. .

Po not all unprejudiced perfons fee, that whai
“Mr.. W, calls condition, others call way, means, o¥
terms P ~&c. And that you have as little reafon to
pick a quarrel with him, as to raif¢ a dody of tet
againft a quiet traveller, for caflifg a ceftain fum;
“a guinea, whereas you think it-more proper to call
it one pouwd ome—twenty-onc flillings— forty-two px-

onces— or fixty-three groats. Oh, Sir, what reafort
‘have we to be afhamed' of our chicaneries; and to
befeech the Lord, that they may not ftumble- the
weak, andharden infidels!”  © .
Ohow
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O how juftly does Mr. W. afk ncxt ! -

V.

5. What have we then been difputing about for the
thirty years ? I am afraid about words.

Pardon me, Sir, 1f here alfo I cannot cry herefs !
with you. Far from deing it. I admire the can-
dor ‘of an old man of God, whoinftcad of fify
holding, and obftinately muintaining an old miftake,
comes down as a little child, and freely acknow
ledges it before a refpe@able budy of preachers,
whofe gftcem it is his intereft to fecure. O how
many are there that look upon Mr. W. as a 1ottea
threfhold, and themielves as pillars in the temple
of Godl, who would not own themlelves miftaken
for the world ! .
 Hclays, Lam afraid we have difputed about aerds:

crhaps he might have faid, Jam very fure of it
low many difputes have been raifed thele go veas
among religious people, about thofe works of the
hecart, which St. Paul calls repentance towards Gody
and fuaith in our Lord Jefus Chrift # Some, have cal-
led them the ondy way or methed of receiving falva-
tion ; others the means of falvation, others the terms
of it. Some have named them-dulies or graces ne-
ceffary to falvation, others conditions of falvation,
others parts of falvation, or privileges annexed to it;
while others have gone far round about, and ufed
J know not what, far fetched expreflions, and am
biguous phrafes to convey the fameidea. I fay the
fame idea, for if all jnaintain that altho’ repentance
and works meet for it, and faith working by love are not
meritorious, thcy are neverthelefs abiolutely ne-
ceffary, that they are a thing fine qua non, all are
agreed; and if they difpute, it muft be, as Mr. W,

juftly intimates, about wonds. . o
~ A comparifon will at once make youdenfible of
it. A phyfician tells me that the wqy, the only way
or method in which we live, is abftaining from poi-
gn, ayd taking proper food : no, faysanother, you
ould fay, that abftiining fiom poifon; and taking
proper
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proyer food, are the means, by which our life is
preferved. You are quite miftaken, fays a third,
reje&ing poifon and cating are the tcms, God hath
fixed upon for our prefervation ; no, fays a fourth,
they are duties wi&out the performance, or blef-
fings without the reeeiving of which, we muft
ablolutely die: I belicve for my part, fays ano-
ther, that providence hath engaged - to preferve
our life, on condition that we fhall forbear taking
poifon, and cat proper food. You are all in the
wrong, you know nothing at all of the matter; (fays
another who applauds himfelfmuch for his wonder-
” ful difcovery) tumning from poifon, and receiving
nourifhment are the cxem{.r a living man ; there-
fore they muft abfolutely be called parts of his lifé,
or privileges annexed to it : you quite také away
people’s appetite, and clog their ftomach, by calling
them dutees, terms, conditions. Only call them pr.~
vileges, and you'll fee no-body will touch poifen,
and all will cat moft heartily.—While they are aM
- "negle&ting their food, and taking the poifon of this
contention, he that had mentioned the word coudi-
tion ftarts up and fays, Review the whole affair: take
heed to your affertions : I am afraid we difpute about
words, Upon this all rife againft him, all accufe
him of rolfi,r?g the Preferver of meén of his glory,
or holding a tenet injurious to the very fundamen~
tal rinciglcs of our conftitution.
et us leave them to the uneafy workings of their
" unaccountable panic, to confider the next article of
the minutes, : : e
’ VL '

6. As to mertT itfelf, of which we have been fodredd-
Sfully afraid: we are rewarded accorpine TO OUR
‘WORKS, yea, BECAUSE OF OUR woRrks, How doe
this differ from YOoR THE SAKE OF OUR WOKRKS? And
how differs this from fecundum MERTTA OPERUM?P As
our works peseRVE? Cax you fplit this hair-? I doubt,
1 cannot. )

1If Mr. ' W. meant, that we are faved &y the merit
of works, and not. entirely by that of Chrift, yoh

. - might
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_might exclaim againft his propdfitien ds efroneous;
aupg- 1 would e:%:(: back ygur]::xclamation.- But-as
he flatly denics it No. 4. in thofe words, Not by the
menit z}' works, and has conftantly afferted the ean-
trary for above go years, we cannot without mon-
{trous injuftice, fix that fenfe upon the word ment
in this paragraph. - .
Divefting himiclf of bigotry and party-{pirit, he
%encrouﬂy acknowledges truth even when it is held
orth by his adverfarics.. An inftance of cander
worthy of our imitation! Hc fecs that God offess
.and givces his children here on carth, pasticular 1e-
wards fer particular inflances of obedience. He
knows that when a man is faved meritosioufly by
Chrift, and conditionally by (ot if you pleafe, upea the
terms of ) the work of fasth, the patience cf hope, and the
labour, of love, he fhall particulasly be rcwarded. in
‘heaven for his works: and he obferves, that the
Scriptures fteadily maintain, we are recompenfed
according to'our works, yea, betaﬁgf ouy works,
The former of thefe aertions s plain from the
rable of the talents, and from thcle wesds of owr
rd, Matt. xvi. 87. The Son of Man fhall come 1a
. the glory of his Father, and reward every man according
. —— 48 ks work—Unbclievers according to the varigus de-
rees of demerit belonging to their evil works, (for
me_of them fhall comparatively be dcaten with few
Sfiripes ;) and believers according to the various de-
grees of excellence found in their good works; fer
as one_flar differeth from another flar 1n glory, fo alfevs
she refurretlion of the righteous dead. , ,
The latter affertion is not lefs evident from the
repeated declaratior's of God; sEcause thou hg
kept the word of my patience, I alfo will keep thee frow
the heur of temptation which fhall come upon all the world.
Rev. iii. 10.-—=Becavss Phineas was zealoxs for kg
God, in killing Zimri and Cofbi, behold I give unto
him my covenant of peace and he fhall have it, and hi
Jeed after him even the covenant of an everlafiing priefi-
hood—And again, BEcavst thou haft dome this, ard
Aaft not with-held thy fon, by myfelf have I fworn 21;‘:/; i»
. . ng
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bleffing I will blefs the?, srcavse thou haft obeyed my
voice. Now fays Mr. W, how differs this from,
I will b%s thee ¥OR TUE SARE OF thy obedience to my
voice? And how differs this from fecundum merita
obedientia ? As thy obedience deferves ? And by com-
paring the difference of thefc expreflions to the fplit-
ting of a hair, or to a metaphyfical fubtilty, he very
jultly infinuates that we have been too dreadfidly a-
fraid of the word merit. Surcly, Sir, you will not’
. diveft yourfelf of the candor that belongs to a Chrif-
tian, -to put on the bitter zeal of a bigot. You will
not run for fear of Popery imo the very Spirit of
it, by crying herefy ! hercfy! before you have ma-
wrely confidered the queftion : or if you have done
fo once, you willdo it nomore. And if Mr. W.
thould cver propofc again the fplitting of a hair, 1
hope, you will remember that equity (to fay no-
thing of brotherly love) requires you to fplit it fir
your{cH, hefore you can-with decency ftir up peo-
ple far and ncar againft him for modeftly doubting,
t whether he can do it or no ? o
But fuppefe fome are determined o oy herefy !
whencver they fec the word merit @ 1 hope others
will candidly weigh what follows, in the bilance of
unprejudiced reafon. . T
-If we detach from the word merit the idca of
¢ obligation on God's part to beftow any thin
upon creatures” who have a thoufand times ‘fochitci
their comforts and exifience ;” If-we takcit in the
‘fenfe we fix to'it in an huandred cafes ; for inftance.
this: % A mafter may rcward his fcholars ac-
cording to the erit of their excrcifes, or he may
not ; for merit of the beft exercife can neverbind
him to beftow a premium for it, unlefs he has pro-
mifed it of his own accord :” if wc take, I fav,
the word merit in this {imple fenfe, it may be
"joined to the word good works, and bear an cvange-
lical meaning. ' ’
T'o be convinced of it, candid Reader, confider,
with Mr, W, that « God accepts and rewards no
work but fo far as it ‘procceds f}r)om his own grace
thro’
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thro’ the Beloved.,” Forgetnot that Chrift’s Spint
is the favour of ¢ach believer’s falt, and that be
puts excellence into’ the good works of his peopie,
or clfe they could not bec good. Remember he is
as much. concerned in the good tempers, words,
and ations of his living members, as a tree is con-
cerned in the fap, leaves, and fruit of the branches
it bears, Joh. xv. 5. Confider, Lfay, all this, and
tell us, whether it can reflet difhonor upon Chnit

and his grace, to affirm that as his perional mesit .

—the merit of his holy lifc and painful dcath,
opens the kingdom of heaven to all believers, fo the me-
rit of thofe works which he enables his members
to do, will determine the peculiar degrees of glory
gracioufly allotted to cach of them.
_ Iown, I believe there is fuch a dignity in ev
thing in which the Son of God an ha
that the Father, who is always well plealed with
him and his works, cannot but look upon it with
uliar complacency. Even a cup of water givenn
ﬁz?dcar name, that is by the efficacy of his loving
Spirit, hath that in it which fall in n0 wye lg s
reward: for it has fomething of the love of God-
man Jefus, which merits all the approbation and
fmiles of the Father. .

In our well-meant zeal againft Popery we have
been driven to an extreme, and have not done
good works jutice. I am the vine fays Jefus,
and ye are he branches, Ae that abideth in me bre
forth much fruit.  Herein is my Father glotrified that ye!
bear muth fruit. What! is the Father glorifed in
the fruit of believers; and fhall this fruit be repre.
fented to us always grub-caten, and rotten at the
core? Do we honor cither the wine or the hufand-
man, while one holir we fpeak wonders of the fruit
of the vine, and the next reprefent the branches and
their fruit as full of deaﬁy poifoa ? O God of
mercy and patience forgive us, for we know not
what wedo! we even think we: do thec fervice: O
:8ive us genuine, and fave from veluntayy, humility.-
. Believer, let not the virtue of thy Saviour’s righ-

. . teoufnets,
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aoufnefs, ‘the only gaod thing that is in thet, bt
“evilfpoken of. Thou art grafurd-apbirthe good oiive-
“tree; be not high-minded but feat ; {m’r to be cut off hke
~the branch that beareth uct fruit ; bot be not afraid wo
fuck the balmy fap, 'till thc peaceful olive ripens
n thy foul, and dvops the o1l of joy that makes a ;}:;47-
. ful ccuntenance. Thou art married to Chnf -that khence-
“forth thou fhouldft bring fortk fruit unto Ged. O let
‘nbt thy miftaken brethren difcourage thee from dp- -
‘dng allthe govd that thy heart and hand i to do, arid
-that with all thy wu bt
I writc thele allufions as thty occur to iy mind,
“to raifc thy thoughts above fpiritual fluth tnd bar-
- rennels of hearnt, 'by—ﬂmwir_xﬁ)t ec, thro’-a fcriptural
glafs, fomething of thy huiband’s glory, and of the
c:cellence of the lbour of love, wherein thou haft
the honour of being a worker tugether with lim. Let
mot what I fay pult thee up, but encourage thec to
te fledfaft, unmoveable, always abounding in the work
. of the Lord, forafmuch as thou knouwtfl thy labour is no:
S tnvaininthe Lord. Remember thoy haft nothirf
10 hoaft: of, ‘but much rcafon 'to be humbled, - I
‘thy works are:corpared to-2 rofe, thie colowy, edoiis,
zud [weetnefs are Chriff’s ; the aptnefs to fade, ind
“the thorns are ‘thine. “If 1o a burning tasty, the
Ynuff and fmoke - cone from thee, the brignt ani
-chearing light frém ‘thy Bridcgroom. Thc excel-
ience and merit of the performance flodv from hinr;
the flaws and imperfetions from thee; neverthe-
“lefs tlie avhole “work 'is.as truly thine, as grapés
ave truly ‘the fruit of the branch that bore them.
Andyet, as the branci tannot bear frutt of ifelf, ex-
G pt it abide in the vine, no more canft thow, except thok
adide in Chrift : for withowt him i@ canft do nething.
Hiving thus cautioncd thee againft the Popith
gbufe of Mr. W.’s do&rine of the excellence of
works, and f[hewn thee the evangelical ufe that a
rcal Proteftant fhould make of, it} I returngto the
wvord merit, of which we have Leen fo dreadful’y afraid.
Let a comparifon hclp thee to underftand, how a
Deligver may wle it in a véry harmles fenle. ™ .
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“The king promifes rewards for good piGures
¢ mifcrable foundlings, .whom he has charitably
brought up, and gracioufly admitted into his royal
academy of painting: far from being mafters of
their art, they can of themfelves do nothing but {poil
canvas, and wafte colours by making monftrous

ures: but the king's fon, a perfe& painter, by
his father's leave, guides their hands, and by that
mican good piftures are produced, tho’ not fo ex-
ccllentas they would have been, had not he made
them by their {tiff and clumfy hands, The ki
however approves of them, and fixes the rew.
of each piture according to its peculiar merie. If
thou fayeft that the poor foundlinfgs, owingall to his
majefty, and the prince’s having freely guided their
hands, they themfelves merit nothing ; becaufe af-

_ ter all they have done, they are miferable dawbers
ftill, and nothing is properly theirs but the imper-
feftions: of the pi&ures, and therefore the king’s

reward, tho’it may be of promife, cannever be of .

debt; I grant, Iaffert it. But if thou fayeft the
pi&ures sl'mve no merit, I beg leave ff)ycc!iﬂ‘cm ﬁ:
thee, and tell thee thou fpeakeft as unadvifedly for
the king, as Job's friends did for God. For if the
pictures have abfolutely no merit, doft not thou
grea'ly refic& upon the king’s tafte and wifdom in
faying that he rewards them ? In the name of cam-
mon fenfe, whatisit he rewards? The meriz or de-
merit of the work ?

But this is not all. if the pi&ures have no merit,
what hath the king’s fon been doing ? Hath he loft
all his trouble in helping the novicesto {ketch and
finith them ? Shall we deny the excellencc of Ais

rformance, becaufe they were concerncd in it ?
" Shall we be guilty of this glaring rtiality any
longer? No, fome Proteftants will darc to jul
rightcous judzment, and acknowledg: there 1s
merit where Chrift puts it, and where God rewards
it. thev will give honor to whom honor is dne, even
to him that worketh alithe good inall his creatures.

For
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For my part I intirely agree with the author of
the n;inutf:l.x and thank him for darhg.u;;mnl:the
ice of prejudice and bigotry among us, by reftoring
works }j)' ﬁ) htesufnefs to their deof:r;‘vcd glory, with-
out dctn&ng om the glory of the Lord of righte-

: Oél{ng/f I am as much perfuaded that the grace of
nft merits in the works of his members, tho’ they
themfelves merit nothing but hell; asI am perfuaded
that gold in the ore hath its intrinfic worth, tho'.it
is mixed with duft and drofs, which arc good for
nothing. As there is but oxe Mediator, one pre-

vailing interceffor between God and us, even the man .
Chrif Fefus; and neverthelefs his Spirit in us mak-

. &th interceffion for us with groanings which cannot be ut-
tered: fo there is but one man whofe works are
truly meritorious; but when he works in us by
his Spirit, our works cannot (fo far as he is con-
cerned in them) but be in a fenfe meritorious; be-
caule they are, his works. Real Proteftant, if thou

_ denieft this, thou maintaineft an antichriftian pro-
. pofition: namely, that Chrift has loft his power of
v:hcn'ting.h H‘grfin I muft diﬂ;nt from thee, nor }vill
¢ cry hercfy! ! make me give up this fun-
damental truth o??:ﬁmimily, that %gﬁu g.tlxc fame,

) }he very fame deferving Lord, yeflerday, to-day and

or ever. : .

In this evangelical view of things, the Redeemer
is much exalted by the do&rine of the merit of good
works; and believers arc ftill left in their native
dutt to cry out, Not unto us, not unto us, but to thy ngn.e

_ give m:le praife. -In the light of this precious
truth we fce, and admire the indearing conteft that
is always cartied on, between God’s loving-kind-

. nels, and the humble gratitude of believers. God
fays, Well done good anZ fairhful fervants, reap what
ye have fown: and they anfwer, Lord, THY jourd
hath gained all; thou haft wrought oll our wo ks in us.
God fays, They fhall walk with me in white; for they
arc worTaY ; and they reply, WorTuy is the Lamb
that was flain, and ha‘l:z wafhed us from oxr fins in his
ewn blvod,  Chrift cr0wn(s; faith by this gracious de-

2 cla-
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leratitn, Thx fditk hath faved theg: and believers.
intheir turn crown Chridt: bysthis true confeflion,

Xot by works of righteoufnefs that we have done, but a-

cerding to thy mercy thew haft faved us : for thou haf:
guickened us by thy Spirit when wesneredead in fin, yea,

theu didft redeem us unto God by thy blood hundreds of -
vears before we had done any one good work. In

3. word, they juftly zive.God all the glory of their

falvation, agrecable to the firft axiom m the gofpel-

plan, and God gracipufly gives them all the reward,

according to the fecand: = :

Arid now, is it not pity that any good men thould,
be (o far biaffed by the. prejudices of their educia.
tion, or inilnenced by the fpirit of their party, as
to account this delightful harmonizing view of
evangelical truths a dreadful herefy ?. Is it net pity.
that by fo deing they fhould expofe their pre
feflion, ftrengthen the hands of Antinomiang, harré:
the hcarts 'o%-?apiﬁs, deprive their Saviour of parnt
of the.honor' due to him, leave feeming contradic-
Sons, jn the fcxiptures unexplained, and trample
under foot, as unworthy of their proteftant-orthe-
doxy, a powerful motive to obedience, by which
rejther Mofes nor Jelus were above being influ-
enced; for.the.one loaked to the recompenfe of reward,
and the other for, the joy that was fek before kim both
dgf{_/ﬁd the fiame and endured the evofs,. .

't may not be amifs to illufirate what bas been
gdvanced upon . the merij or.rewardablenefs of
works, by fcripturalinftances of old -and modein-
faints who, _have pleaded it befoye God. David
$peaks thus in the 18th Plalm.. The Lord rewarded me.
accarding to my righteoufnefs, according to the d““Zi
of my hands. hath he recompenfed me— I was upright
fore kim, therefore hath he recompenfed me according te
‘ny righteoufuefs, &e. Andinthe 13gth Plalm, hav-
ing mentionéd his fpiritual cemforts he fays, This [
had secausz, Lhept thy precepts. Another inftance no
lcfs’ remarkable, is that. of Hezckiah, who prayed
thus in his ficknefs. Remember now, O Kord, 1 befecth
thee, how L have walked beforg thae in tryth, and with

a porn
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a [;'qrﬁél heart, and have done that which is good in thy
fight. '
ﬁgWQ fee inftances of this boldnefs in the New
‘Teftament alfo. We kave kft all to follow thee, faid once
‘the difciples to our Lord, and what fhall we have for
this facrificc? Jefus inflead of blaming their quef-
tion, fimply toldthem they fhould have an hundred
fold for all they had left, and made it a ftandirg
rule of diftribution for all the church. St. John
exhorts the cle& lady to losk to herfclf that fl.e lofe nit
the things that fhe hath wrou ht, but recave a full re-
ward. And evangelical Paul defires the Hebrews
not to caft away their confidence,” which hath great re-
compenfe of reward, and charges the Coloffians to fre
that wone beguile them of ther reward in 'a voluntary
humility, o
From thefe and the like feriptufes I conclude,
. that thofe who have a clear witnefs thcy have done
what God commanded, may, without herefy, hum-
bly demand the promifed reward: which they can
, never do without this, idea, that according to the
tenor of the gofpel-covenant, they arc fit 1hbje{?
for it. :
I know fome will take the alarm; ane to fuve
the ark which they think totters by this doérinc,
will affirm, that in the abovc-mentioned paffages
David perfonates Chrift : and 1leczckiah the Pha-
rifee. But this is centradi&ting the whole context,
to fay nothing of all feber commentators. M.
- Henry tells us that David in thefe verfes ¢ reflcfis
¢ with.comfort upon his own integrity, and re-’
¢ joiceth, like St.%:ut, in the teftimony of hisowry
¢ confcience, that he had “had his converfation™in
¢ godly fincerity’ And he inferms us, that the
Plalmift lays down in this pfalm ¢ the rules of God's
¢ government that we may know met only what
¢ God expe@ts from us, but what we may expeét
¢ from him. With regard to Hezckiah, it is plainr

his prayer was heard; a ftrong proof thatit was

infpired by the Spirit of Jefus, and net thar of the
Fharifce. ’
G g . Bug
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But if you reje&, Sir, the teftimony of David,
and Hezekiah, {nc-aufe they were Jews, receive at
leaft that of real Proteftants : for which we only
nced go as far as Bath, or Talgarth parifh ;, thers
we fhall find chapels where the Protgftants have
agreed together, to afk rewards as folemnly as ever
David and Hezckiah did. In the hymns you have
revifed fop another edition, and by that means made.
your,own with refpe& to the dofirine, one.is cal-
gulated to “ Welcome a meflenger of Jefus” grace”
and all the congregation fings,

"7« Give reward of grace-and.glory

“ To thy faithful labourcr there.” -

What, Sir, do yqu allaw the ladoxzs Of a mini-
er to be of fych dignity, and his faithfulnefs to have
mch uncommon ment, -that a theufand people can .
boldly a%k God a reward for-him, and that not anly
o/ giftsandtemporal bleflings, butofgrace, and notenly
of grace but glory too! You have in thok two lines.
ﬁqwiy.qpin@ﬂ’mw of the thuee grapd herefies of
the minutes, faithfulnefs, works apd merit. Permit
:;ic"ta’a%d one paflage more, from page gi12, ofBax-
ex’s Methodus Theolegix Chriftianz,,. .

% The word merit. nghtly explained is not- amifs,
All the fathers of the primitive churchr have made
e of it withomt eppaefition, to the beft of my re.
mnemprance,—~=It may be ufed by believers who do-
7ot make a ¢loke fbr error, by wife men who will
ao0u be offended at. ity and by thgle who want ta.,
deiend the tmuth, and caavey clearer. ideas in the.
gxplanatipn of things intricate. There is no word
‘pat fully conveys the fame idea: that which comes
NeATL 10 it is digasly, and fufpicious perfons wilk
aot k& it much:better. 'We have three wards in
ﬂel\k. Teftament that come vay Rear it afucy

(o305, 20didixars, and titey ccoyr. preity frequently
“heg, . We, render them worihy, reward, and jufi;
and. titey abufc Papifts make of, them aught not w
pakg us rejed their ufe. The.Englifh word wortha
wuveys 1o other idea than that of the Latin word
wppon, taken adtively ;. nor hathithg word sewerd
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any other fignification than the word meritum taken
aflively: therefore they who can put.a candid
{fe upon the words worthy and. reward fhould do-
the fame with regand to the word menit.” -~ . .
__Having explained and vindigated the fixth arti-
cle of the minytes, I proceed to the . :

. VIL. |

7+ The grand objetion to one of the preceding prapo-
Sitions, i:j:awu' Sromomatter of fall. God does in fads -
w thofe, who by their own confeffion, neither  feared;
nor wrought Tighteonfuefs.  Is this an excepleon to-. ..
the rule 2- '

It is.a doubt, if God makesany exceptdonat aldi. Buy
Row are we fure, that the perfon in queflion never did
Sfear- God and work righteoufngfs.?. His.own faying. fo is
nok proof - for we know,. how all that are convinced of
fn-undervalue themfelues incvery refpect. B
- Do you think, Sir, the herefy.of this propofition: -
confifts in-intimating, . that Gad does in falt juftifyr -
thof why feax, him, and, not. thofe wlio. make. abic-
lutcly mo flop in the .downward - raad of apen finy . -
and tlagzant iniquity ? If it does, I am fure the far
cred writers are heretics to a man: - Sce the accoung -
we have of cenverfions in the fripture; pleafe to-
vemembes whap Mr. W. meags byjuftificaton, and
then anfwer the following queftions: - .
. Did not the prodigal jon come to himflf, rcpent,
apd return to. his fathex;, before he received the kifs: -
of ¢? Did not thc worman that was a finncr -
forfake her, wicked gourle of life, before dur Lord:
faid to hory. Go in pedce, thy fins axc forgivey thee.?

Again, was not the woman of ‘$amaria convinc-,
ed of {in, yea of allehat ewer fhe: did; before our Lord.
revealed himielf to her,. to emable:her ta. belicve
unto jultification ?. Did -net- Zaccheus evidence his
fear ofGod, ygu and-wirk righleoufnefs by hearty.of-
fers of scftitutiqn,. before Chrift teflified that he
was-a fon of-dbraham # Did not St. Paul cxprefs his
fear of God, and rcadincls te work righleoufufs,
when be cred out, Lord what wouldfl theu have me

3. -
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todo? Yea did he not produce fruits meet for re-
entance, by praying three days and three nighs,
gcfoxc Ananias was fent’ to dire@ him how to wath
away his fins ? Did not the Eunuch and Comelius
fear God ? Did not David himfelf, whom the apof
tle ‘mentions as a grand inftance of juftification asth-
oxt the merit of works, fear God from his youth?
And when he had wrought folly in Ifracl, was he
not humbled for his fin, before he was wafhed
from it? Did he not confefs his crime and fay, I
have finned : before Nathan faid, Tke Lord hath put
away thy fin ¢ '
]r{iot St. Paul bimfelf carry Mr. W.’s herefy
fo far asto fay ? Whofoever Yyou feareth God, te
. you is the word of this jalvatz%' A8s xili. 26.
Muft we fo underftand Rom. iv. s. as to make him
_contradi@® point blank his own declarations, his
own experience, and the account of all the above-
. mentioned converfions? Certainly not. Tho'e words
God juftifies the ungodly, and him that worketh wot, but
belicveth 1n Jefus, wheni candidly explained, agree per-
fe@ly with Mr. W.'s doftrine. (1.} By the ungodly
the Apoftle does not mean the ancked that does not
forfake his way : but the man, who before he be-
lieved to juftification was ungoddy, and fill remains
ungodly tn the eye of the law ‘of works, nceding daily
forgivenefs by grace, even after he is made godly n
a pofpel fenfe. ?e.) By him that werketh nat, St. Paul
docs not mean a lazy, indolent wretch, who with-
out any relu&ance follows the ftream of his corru
nature; but a penitent who, whatever works he
does, has no dependance upon them, cfteems them
asnothing, yea, as dung and drefs in comparifon of
the excellency of Chriff : and in fhont, one who docs
not work to merit or purchafe his juftification, but
comes to receive that invaluable blefing as a free
ift. (3.) That this is the meaning of the Apoftle
fsl evident from his adding, that Ae who worketh not,
yet believeth. For if he took the word worketh nat,
in an abfolute fenfe, he could never make it agree
with belicving, which is certainly a work, yea, a
work
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work of gur nobleft part ; for with ihe ReARE mow
bebicveth to righteoufnefs. Add to this, Sir, that jufti-
fying faith, as ] obferved before, nevercomes with:
out her forerunner, conviftion, nor conviftion.
: of fin without fuitable tempers or inward ‘werks.
- There is nothing, fays Dr. Owen, that I will mote firmly
-adhere to in this whole doétrine, thaw the necefbdy of com—
viElions previous to true ‘believing—as alfo difplatency,
Jorrow, fear, a defire of deliverance, with other neceffary
effelis of true comviftions. St. Papl therefore is confg«
terit with himfelf, and Mr. W, with 8t. Paul..
Again, if €od juftifies finhers merely as ungodly,..
--and people that work not, why fheuld he not juftify
all finners? Feor.they arc all wngodly, and there ss-
- none of them that does good, no not ene ? Why did .
not the Pharifee, foxr example, go to kis houfe juftify’d
as well as the Publicau ? You will probably anfwer,
that he was not convinced of fin. Why, Sir, this
is jult what Mr.W. maintains : exprefs yourfeliin St..
- Peter’s words, ke did not fear God=—or in” thofe of
"~ John the Baptift, he did not bring forth fruit mect -
Jor repentance.. ' -
Should fome afk, what works meet for repentance
did the woman caught in adultery do, before our
Lord juftify’d her ? I wouldafk in my:turn ; How.
- db they krow that.the Lord jultify’d her? .Do they
conglude it from thefc werds, Neipher do I :condemn
‘ thee 2 Does not the context fhow, that as the Pha-
. rifees had not condemned her to be fioned, aceording
* to the Mofaic. law, néither would our Lerd take
upon himfelf to pafs-fentenae upon her, -according,
" te his declaration on another -occation: I-'am not -
ent to condemn the world, but that the world thro' me
might be faved ? This by ne means implies, that the
world 1s juftify’d in St. Pauls fenfe, Rom. v. 1.
But fuppoeling fhe was juftify’d, how do:you know,
" that our Lord's ‘words, writing, looks, and grace
‘ had not brought her ta-godly fhame and. forrow,
" that is, to the fear of God, am{ the working of intet-
- nal righteoufnefs, before hie gave her the peace that
raﬁes all underfjanding 2 ’ :
Aften
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After.all, Mr. W, fays with modefty and wif
- dom, It is a doubt whether Ged makes any exception
ol : .and it lies upon you, to fhow there isan thel
words any. thing contrary to the humility of the
true chriftian, and orthodoxy of the divine:
but pleafe to remember, that if you j of ortho
doxy according to the works of Dr. Crilp; we wili
take the liberty to appeal to the word of Ged. .
But you make perhaps Mr, W.’s herefy in this
- propofition confift in his refufing to take the word
of .convinced of fin, when they fay they
nevar feared God nor worked rightcoufpefs. For
- ¢ know, fays he, Aow all that are convinced of fin wa-
derualue themfelves in. every re . .
Had Mr. W.imagined, that fome chriftian friemds,
}O my God fave me from fuch friendfhip /) would
-leave no flone unturned to procyre a copy of his
minutes, in order to find fome occafion agawnft him,
he would probably have worded this with more
circumfpeion. But he wrote for real friends : and
he knew fuch woyld at once enter into his mean-:
ing; which is, that ¢ Perfons deeply convinced of
fin are apt very apt to form a wrong judgment both
of their ftate. and performances, and to think the
worft of themfelves in every refpc@, that is, beth
. ivithhngard to what divine grace Sfbu in them, and
t cm.u . .
yAnd this is fo obvious a truth, that he muft be a
novice indeed in.chriftian expericnce, who doubs
of it for a moment; and a g&n over of difputing’
who wiil make a man an offender for fo true an
fertion. . Do not we daily fee, fome in whom the
- arrows of convition ftick faft, who think they are
as much paft recovery as Satan himfelf ? Do not we
. hear others complain, ‘ they grow warfe and worfe,”
when ,thctqnly difcover more and more how bad
they are by nature ? And are there not fome who
. bind upon” themfelves heavy burdens of their own
making, and when they cannot bear them are tor-
mented in.their confcience with imaginary guilt:
while others are ready to go diftraéted thro’ ground-
.. v Iefs



(%)

lefs fears of having committed the fin againft'the
Holy Ghoft? In a word, do we not fee huhdreds,
who when they have reafon to hope well of them--
felves, think ctlcr,e is no hope for themr? In -all
thcfe refpe@ts do they not a& like Jonah in the
whale’s belly, and fay, I am caft out of thy fight #
And have not they nced to éncourage themjelves in
thetr God, and fay Why art thou cafl doun O my foul ? -
But let your confcience fpeak, Sir, on this mat-
ter. When fome dcep mourners have complained
to you, of their mifery, danger, and defperate flate,
did you never drop a word of comfurt to this effcét,
s Y())l undervalae yourfelves ;. you write too bitler things
againft yourlelves, your cafe is not fo bad as
unbelieving fears reprefent it: God’s thoughts are
not as your thoughts: many like the foolifh virgins
think themfelves fure of hcaven, when they ftand
on the brink of hell; and many think they are juft
dropping into it, who ar¢' not far from ‘the king-
dom of God ?”. , '
" Yea, andasitis with real feekers, fo it is with
real believers.  Did not they undervalue, yea de-
grade themfelves by the remains of their unbelief, -
or which is the fame, did they live up to their dig-
nity, and every where confider themfclves as mem-
bers of Chnp, children of God, and inheritors of the
kingdom of heaven, what manner of perfons, yea what
angels would they bein all holy converfation ! -
. etimes their I:th fhines with peculiar luftre
"like Mofes’ face, and they know it not. Thoufands
Jee their good works and glorify their Father who is in
heaven, but the matter is hid from them ; they com.
lain perhaps they are the moft unprofitable of all -
Eis children, Let me inftance in one particular; St, -
Paul, Mr. Whitefield, and thoufands of the bright- .
eft ftars of the chuich, have called themfelves both
the chief of finners, and the leaft of all faints. Now,
as in a2 chain there is but ¢ne link that .can be cal-
led the firft, or the lalt: fo, in the very nature of
things. theie can be but one man in the immenfe
file of Chrift’s foldiers, that is aQually the chief of

Sfinners
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Jnners ard the of all faints : if @ ¥houlind be-

lievers thercfore fay “tholc two appellations belong
- to themfelves, itis evident that atleaft ggg undes-
" value themfelves, Forany past I-cannot gzt think
they fuit me ten thoufand times better than they

did St. Paul: ‘I mult thercfore infolently think
myfelf a lefs finner and a greater faint than him;
~or of neceffity<believe that he, and all that arc par-
-takers of the fame convincing gracs, -undervalue them
_felves irt coevy refpoft.

One more article remains, and if it does mot con-
4ain the dreadful ‘herefy, "which hitherto we have
‘looked for in vain, the minutes arc from firft 1o laft

- {cripturally orthodox, and you have given Chusch-
“wmnand Diffetitors a falle alarm. .

VIH.
‘8. Does not tdking of a jufiifed and jantBified
fate, tend to miflead men & Almoft naturally teajftg
them to truft in what was done in onc moment € Whereas

we are cvery hour, and cvery moment pleafing or difplesf- ’

4ng to God ACOORDING TO*OUR warks ? According
to.the whole of our inward tempers and outward heha-
tour.
To do this propofition juftice, and prevemt mi-
underftandings, 1 muft premif-fome obfervations.
(1.) Mr. W. is not againft perfons talking n?f Jufie-
fication and fanflifcation in a fcriptural fende: for
when he kuows the trec by tlle‘fru'd:, he fays himfclf
to his flock, as $t. Paul did te the Corinthians,
fome of yoit ave fanllified and juftified. Nor does he,
deny that God juftifies a penitent finner in a me-
ment, and that in a’'mement he can manifef himfelf
unto his believing people as ke dees aot to the world,
and gioe them an inheritance anong them that are func-
tified thro' faithin Fefus. His objetion refpe&s on-
ly the idea entcrtained by fome and countenanc-
cd by others, that when God forgives us our fins,
he introduces us into a flste where we are unaltera-
bly fixed in hisblefled favour, and far ever ftamp.-
ed with his holy image : {o that it matters no longer
whether

-
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whether the tree is barren or not; whether it pre-
duces good or bad fruit; it wasfet at fuch a time,
and therefore it mult be a tree of righteoufuefs full.
A conclufion direftly contrary to the words of our
Lord and his beloved difciple . By their {ra,tye_/iaall
hnow them. Every branch in me that beareth not:
fruit (much-more that beareth evil fruit) my Father
taketh away. v P
(2.) Permit me, Sir, to chferve alfo, that Mr.W has
many perfons in hisfocieties (and would toGod there
were nore in ours) who profefs thev were juftificd
or fanftified in a moment; but inftead of trufting
in the living God, {o truft to what was done in TraT
mement, as to give over taking up their crofs dai!y,
and watching unto grayer with all perfevrvance. The
confequences are deplorable ; they flide back-inth
the fpiritof the world; and their tempers are no mcte
reguratcd by the meek, gentle, humble love of Je-
fus. Some inquire with the Heathens, H%at fhall
we eat and what fhall we drink to pleafc ourfclves ¥
_ Others evidently love the world : lay up treafires on
* earth, orafk Wherewith fhail we e fofhionably claat'i:d #
Therefore the love of the Father is mot in them.—-
And not a few are led caplive by tle devil at his will:
influcnced by his unhappy fnggeftions, they hur.
bour biiternels, malice, and revence ; none is in
the right but themfelves, and ¢ wifdom fhall die
widh them.” - .
Now, Sir? Mr. W. cannot but fear, it is nof weil
with perfons who are in any of thefe cafes: though
‘every body fhould join to extol ‘them as ¢ dausr
children of God.” heis perfaaded that Setan fus
bequiled them as he did Eve, and he addre{les them as
our Lord did the angel of the church. of Sarcie, [
kaow thy works, that thou haft @ name that thew left;
and art dead or dying: Repent therefore, and flicngth-
en the things which .remain, that are ready to die;
Sfor I have not found thy works perfsét before Gad. He
hath the word of prophecy, which he thirks more
fure than the opinmon of a world of profeflors; and
according to that word he fecs, that ikey who arel-!

H b
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by the Spirit of God are the fons of God, and that Gods
Spilit%ocs {ot lead into{hc znitics of the world
or indulgence of flefhly lufts, any more than im0
the pride or malice of Satan. Nor does he think
that thofe are not under the law, who can merily
laugh at the law, and pafs jefts upon Moics the
venerable fervant of God: but with St. Paulbe
afferts, that when people are under grace end nit
under the law, fin hath not dominion over them. With
our Lord he “declares, He who committeth fin 15 ti¢
Jervant of fin; and with his Prophet that Gd i
" "of purer'cyes than to behold imiguty with the leaft do
gree of approbation.  In fhort he believes that God
being unchangeable in his holinefs, cannot butal-
ways love righteoufnefs and hate iniquty : and that
the heart is continually working either iniquity &
righteouinels, and as God cannot but be pleafedat
the one and diplealed at the other, he is continw
ally pleafcd or difpleafed with us, according to the
workings of pur heart, and the fruits which they
outwardly produce.

Perhaps you obje& to the ward cuvery momest
But why fhould you, Sir? If it is not ecvery momert,
it ismeser. If God does not approve holinefs and
difapprove fin cvery moment, he never does it, for
hec changes not.  If he does it only now and then

. heas fucn an one as ourfelves ; for even wicked meo
wili approve right~oufuefs and condemn uniighte-
oufrcfs by fits and ftarts. I may every moment har-
bour malice in my heart, and fo commit internal
rwrder. lf God winks at this one inflant, why
rot two? And fo on to days, months, and years?
Does theduration of moral evil conftitute fin ? May
not I be guilty of the greatefi enormity in the twink-
ling of an eve ? And s it not the ordinary propeity
of the moft horrid crimes, fuch as robbery and adul
very, that thev are foun finifhed.

Do not fay, Sir, that this do€trine fets afide alv>
tion by faith; itis highly coufiftent with it. Ee
that, in God's account, does the beft works, hath
moft faith, moit of the fap of eternal life that flows

from
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from the heavenly vine : and he that has moft faith,
has moft of Chrift’s ikencfs, and i: of courfe moit
pleafing to God, who cannot but be pleafed with
Chrift and -his living image. On the other hand,
he that in God’s account doesthe worft works, and
has the worft tempers, has moft unbelief. He that
has moft unbelicf, is moft like his father the devil;
and muft confequently be moft difpleafing to him
that accepts us in the Beloved, and riot tn the wicked

. ent.

* Having premifed thofc obfervations I come clofer
to the point, and affert, that if we are not every
moment pleating or difpleafing to God, according to
the works of our hearts and hands, you muft fet
your feal to the following abfurdities:

1. Godis angry with the wicked (cl ium) all the day,
and yet there are mements in which he is not angry
at them, (2.) Lot pleaf:d God as much in thofe
moments in which he ‘got drunk and committed
inceft with his daughters, as in the day he exercif-
ed hofpitality towards the difzuifed angels. /3.) Das
vid did not difpleafe God morec when he committed
adultery with Bathfheba, and imbrued his heart in
her hufband’s blood, than when he danced before
the ark, or compoled the 104 pfalm. (4.) Solomon
was as acceptable to God in the moment his wives
turned away his heart after other gods, as when he
chofe wifdom, and his /,becrh'[rlmﬁf the Lord— when
he went after the goddefs Aforeth, and built an hich

lace to bloody Molech; as when he reprefented
our Melchifedec, and dedicated the temple. (5.)
Again you muft fet your fcal to thefe propofitions
of Dr. Crifp. ¢ From the time thy tranfgreffions
¢ were laid upon Chrift, thou ceafeft to be a tranf-
greflor to the laft hour of thy life; fo that now
thou art not an idolater, thou art not a thief, &c.
thou artnot a finful perfon, whatfoever fin thou
committeft.’—Again, ¢ God does no longer ftand
offended nor difpleafed. tho' a believer, aftér he
isa believer, do fin often: except he will be of-
¢ fended where there is no caufe to be offended,
Hs ¢ which
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* which is blafphemy to fpcak.’ Yetagain, * Itis
¢ thought that cle& petfons are in a damnable cftate,
¢ in the time they walk in excefs of riot ; let me
¢ dpeak freely to you, that the Lord has no moreto
¢ lay to the charge of an ele& perfon, yet in the
¢ height of iniquity, and in the excefs of riot, and
¢ committing all the abemirations that can be cc-
¢ mitted.’—¢ There is no time but fuch a perfon 1
¢ achildof Ged.” (6.) In fhort, Sir, you muft beof
the fentiment of the wildeft Antinomian I ever knew,
who becaul: he had once a bright manifcftation of

ardon, mot orly concludes he 1s fafe, tho' he'lives
in {in, but afferts, God would no more be difplecfid
with him for whoring and ftealing than for pray-
ing and receiving the facrament,

Again. It 1s an importont truth, that we may

leafe God for a time, and yet afterwards difpleafe
ﬁim. St. Faul mentions thofe who by putting awcy
a good confcience, concerning faith have made fhrpuwreck,
and therefore pleafe God no longer, feeing tha
without faith it is impofEble to pleafe him.

Of this the Ifraclites are a remarkable inftance.
They did all drink of that fpiritual rock that follswed
them, (and that rock was Chrift.)  Yet with ‘many of
them God was NOT WELL PLEASED ¢ then comes the
proof of the divine difpleafure ; for they were over-
thrown in the wilderntfs : Now, adds the Apoftle, thefz
things happened unto them for examples, and they cre
written for our admonition, that we fhould not luft after
evil things, and tempt Chrift, as they did. Thercfere
dct hime that thinketh he flandeth take heed left, after their
example, ke fallinto wilful fin, the divine difplea-
furc, and utter deftruétion.

Our Lord teaches the fame do&rine both by pa-
rables, and pofitive affertions. He gives us the
hiftcry of a man to whom his Lord and King com.
paflionately forgave a debt of ten thoufand talemts :
this ungrateful wretch by not forgiving his felloa-

Jervant who owed him a hundred pence, forfeited his
own pardon, and drew upon himfelf the king's
heaviett difpleafure, for he was wroth, and deliverdd
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him to the tormentors till he l/lzauld ay all that was due
to.hom : and to the eternal overthrow of Dr. Crilp's
fafhionable tenets, our Lord adds, ¢ So Lkewife fhall
my Father do unto you, if ye from your hearts for ive
not everv one his brother their trefpaffes.”” Agreeably
‘to this he affured his difciples that his Father pru-
neth every branch in him that beareth fruit, and taketh
away every one that beareth not fruit ; and to fhew how
far this difpleafure may proceed, he obferves, that
fuch a barren branch is eaft forth, is withered, gather-
ed, cafl into the fire and burned.

Here, Sir, T might add all thofe feriptures that
teltify the poflibility of falling away from the di-
vine favour: I might bring the alarming inftances
of thofe apoftates, who once tafted the good word of
God, and the powers of the world to come, and after-
wards fell from their fedfafinefs, loft their reward, be-
came enemies to God by wicked works, hated the Ui it
‘which once they rejoiced in, becaufe 1t reproved ther
evil decds ; trod under foot the Son of God, forzat they
were wafhed from their old fins, and counted the blood of
Chrift wherewith they were fanflified an unholy thing.
But I refer you, Sir, to the two John Goodwins
of .the age, the Rev. Mr, Weilcy, and the Rev.
Mr, Sellon, who have fo cut down and ftripped
the Crifpian orthodoxy, that fome pcople think s
attually lies without either root, baik, or branches,
expofed to the view of thofe who have courage
enough to fee and think for themlclves.

Should all they have an:lv';u'xcecl2 to thew that we
‘areevery hour and every moment pleafing or dif-
pleafing to God, according to eur internal and ex-
ternal works, have no weight with you; let me
conclude by producing the teftimony of two rc-
fpe&able divines, againft whom you will not enter
a proteft.

The one is the Re&or of Loeughrea. You tell
us, Sir, in vour fermons, page 88, that the accep-
tance of Cornelius was nat abfolutely final and deci-
Sives and you add, So long as we continue an the flefh,
we are doub'lefs inw a probationary flate.  Even after
Corn.lius had been endued with the Holy Ghofl, had he

1
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wilfully done defpite tothe Spirit of grace, he might havt
{notonly dx_@le{z_:?:d God \«{hich{sgzll Mr. W"?aﬂ'er's
in this propofition, but) fallen as decp into perdition
as ever fudas did.

I know one, Sir, who was burned as a dreadfudl
heretic, that did not go farther in this herefy than
you do. And that is good bifhop Latimecr; who
not only affirmed, that Chrift fhed as much blood for .
Judas as he did for Peter, but roundly afferted, e
may one lime be in the baok and another out, as it ap-
peareth by David who was written in the book of be;
but when he finned (which by the bye we may do
every moment) ke at the fame time was out of the fa-
vour of God until he had repented ; out of Chrift whois
the book in which all believers are written: Lat., Serm.
on the gd Sunday after Epiph.

Thus, Sir, have I looked out for the kerefy, the
dreadful herefy of Mr. W.’s minutes, by bringing all
the propofitions they containto the touch-ftone o *
fcripture and common fenfe : but inftead of find-
ing it, I have found the very marrow of the got
pel of Chrift, fo far as it is oppofed to Dr. Cnlps
Antinomian gofpel; which at this time would over-
flow our little Sion, if God did not fit above the
water floods, and fay to the proudeft billows of
error, Hitherto fhall ye come and no farther. 1 have
fhewed that the minutes contain nothing but what

is truly fcriptural, and nothing but what the beft '

Calvinift divines have themfelves direétly or in-
direétly afferted : except perhaps the fixth propo-
fition concerning the merit of works : and with
refpe€t to this I hope I have demontitrated upon
rational and cvangeﬁcal principles, that Mr. W,
far from bringing in a damnable herefy, hath done the
gofpel juftice, and proteftantifm fervice, by can-
didly giving up an old prcjudicc cqually contrary
to feripture and good fenfe, a piece of bigotry which
hath long bardened the Papifts againft the doc-
trine cf [alvation by. the ment of Chrift, and hath
added inconceivable ftrength to the Antinomian
dciulion among us, One difficulty remains, and

: that
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that is, to account for your attacking Mr. W, tho’
ou could not wound him without {tabbing your-
felf. Refcrving my refle€tions upon this amazing
ftcp for another letter.
I remain,

Your aftonifhed fervant in the bonds

of a peaceful gofpel,

J R
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FIFTHLETTER

Hon. and Rev. Sir,

AVING vimdicated both fome important doc-

trines of the gofpel, and an cminent fervant
‘of Chrift from the charge of dreadful herefi; 1 will
now take the liberty of a friend to expoftulate a
little with you.

When Brutus among other Senators rufhed upon
Cafar, the venerable general, as he wrapped him-
felfin his mantle, juft faid, “ And art thou alfo a-
mong them? Even thou, my fon ?” May not Mr.
W. addrefs you, Sir, in the (amc words, and add,
« 1f a body of men muft be raifed to attack me, let
fome zealous follower of Dr. Crifp, fome hot-head-
‘ed vindicator of reprobation ancf eternal juftifica-
tion blow the trumpet, and put himfelf at theirhead:
but let it not be you, who believe with me that we
are moral agents; that God is love; that Jefus tafted
death for every man; and that the holy Spirit fhall
not always ftrive with finners. 1f you do not re- .
gard my reputation, confider at leaft yourown; and
expofe me not as an heretic for advancing propofi-
tions, the fubftance of which you have avowed be-
fore the fun.”

But had thofe propofitions at length appeared to
you unfound, yea, and had you ncver maintained
* them yourfelf, fhould you not as a Chriftian and a
brother, have wrote to him, acquainted him with
your objeétions, and defired him to folve them and
explain himfelf, or you fhould be obliged publicly
to expofe him?

‘Was this condefcenfion, more than was due {rom
you, Sir, and our other friends, to a grcy-headed

minifter
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minifter of Chrift, an old general in the armies of
Emanuel, a Father who has children capable ¢f in-
ftrufting evenmafters in lfrael ; and one wton God
made the firft and principal inftrument of the late
revival of internal religion in our church ?

Inftead of this friendly method, as if you wasa
Barak, commanded by the Lord God of Ifracl. you call
tegether the chuldren of Nephtali and Zehuler : you
convene from England and Wales, Clergy, and
Laity, Churchmen and Diflenters. to mcctyou at
Briflol, where they are, it feems, to be entertained
in good and free quarters. And for what giand
expedition,  Why, ona day aipointed, youare to
march up in abody; not to attack Sifera and Fis iron
chariots, but an old Caleb, who, without meddling
with you, quietly gces on to the conqueft of Ca-
naan : not to defire in a friendly manner, after a
fair debate of every propofition that appears dan-

erous, and upon previous convi&ion, that what
1s exceptionable may be given up; but to do what I
think was never done gby nominal, much lefs b
real Proteftants.—O let it not be told in Rome, leK
the fons of the Inquifition rejoice !—This mixed,
this formidable body is to infi# upon Mr. W, and
the preachers in his conneétion, formally recanting
their minutes, as appearing tnjurious to the very fun-
damental principles of Chrifiianity, and being dread-
Sully heretical. " And this, aftonifhing! without the
leaft inquiry made into their meaning and defign— .
without a fhadow of authority from our fuperiors
in church or ftate—without an appeal ¢o the lawe
and to the teflimony - without form of procefs—with-
out judge or jury—without fo much as allowing
the poor heretics, {who are condemned fix wecks
before they can poflibly be heard) to anfwer for
themfclves !

As I was fortunate enough to ftop fome months
ago fuch rafth proccedings in Wales, permit me, -
Sir, to bear my teflimony againft themin England,
and to tell you they excced the late tranfaftions in

. Edmund.
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Edmund-Hall. The fix ftudents, againft whom

wrath was gone forth, were allowed to fay what

they could in their vwn defence, belore the(y were

fentenced, as unfit members of a literary fociety.
Likewile the Vice-Chancellor had the ftatutes of
the Univerfity of Oxford, feeming to countenarce
his proceedings: but what ftatute of the Univerfity
of jof.scan yoa produce, cven tofave appeararces?
Surely not that which the Papiits make fuch ufe of,
Coingel th=a to come in; for 1 am perfuaded thatal-

tho’ Clergy and Laity, Churchmen and Diffenters,

are convencd to go in a body to Mr. W .’s confe-
rence, you inean no external compulfion. Much
lefs are you authorized to in/j:ﬂ upon his owning
himfelf a heretic, by thefe words of the Apoftle, As
muck as lieth in you live peaceably with all men, and
;gmn minifters hghly in lve for their works-fuke—

cither by his command, An horetic after the firft
and fecond  admonition rejet ; for you have neithet
‘)]rovcd Mr. W. an heretic, nor once admonithed

im as fuch.

Surely our Lord will not fmile upon your under-
taking ; for he has left his fentiments upon reco
the reverfe of your praltice. He had faid, Wkefo-
ever fhall receive, not provoke, one of fuch children inmy
name, receiveth me. But F:hn anfwer'd him faying, Maf-
ter, we faw one afing out devils in thy name, and we for-
bad him, becaufe he followeth not with us, Forbid him nat,
faid Jelus, for there is no man who can do a miraclk in
my name that can lightly [peak evil of me. Feftus him.
fclf, tho’ a poor heathen, will difapprove of fuch a
ftep. It is not the manner of the Romans, fays he, 0
deliver any man to die, (or to infift on his publicly
giving up his reputation, which in fomne cafes is
worfe than death) defore that he who is accufed, haue
the accufers face to face, and have licence to anfwer for
himfelf concerning the crime lzid againft him. he
lordlinefs of your procedure, Sir, even exceeds, in
one refpe&, the feverity of the council of Con-
ftance; where poor Jerom of Prague had lcave to
Plead his own caufe, before he was obliged to ac-

knowledge
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&nowledge himfelf an heretic, and make a Jémd
aecantation of the propofitions he had advanced.

Befides, how could you fu lpoﬁ:, Sir, that Mr. W,
and the preachers who thall affemble with him,

.arc fuch wcak men, as tamely to acknowledge

themfelves ‘heretics upon your ipfe dixit ? Suppofe
Mr. W. took it in his head to convene all the di-
vines that difapprove the extra@ of Zanchius, to
go with him'in a body to Mr. Toplady's chapel,
and demand a formal recantation of that perfor-
mance, as heretical: yca, to infift upon it, before
they had ¢ meafured fwords or broken a pike to-
gether;” would not the tranflator .of Zanchius from
the ramparts of common fenfe defervedly laugh at
kim, and afk whether he thought to frighten him
by his protefts, and bully him into orthodoxy ?

O Sir, have we not fightings enough without, te
<mploy all our time and firength ? Muft we alfo
declare war and promote fightings within ? Muft
we catch at every opportunity 1o {tab one another,
‘becaufe the livery of truth which ‘we wear is not
turned up in the fame manner? What can be more
cruel than this? ‘What can be more cutting o an
old minifter of Chrift, than te be traduced as a
dreadful heretie, in printed lesters fent to the beft
men in the land, yea, thyo’ all England and Scot-
1and, and figned by a perfun of your rank and pie-
ty? Tohave things that he knows not, that he ne-
ver meant, laid to his charge, and difperfed far and
near ? While he is gone to a neighbouring kingdom,
to preach Jefus Chnift, to have his friends prejudi-
ced, his foes elevated, and the fruit of his extenfive
miniftry at the point of being blaft=d ? Put yourfelf
4n his place, Sir, and you will fec that the wound
is decp and rcaches the very heart,

I can apologize for the other real Protefiants.
Some are utter firangers to polemic divinity; others
are biafled bv Calvinifm: and one, whofe name is
ufed, never {aw your circular letter ’till it was in
};rint. But what can 1 fay for you, Sir? Againft
1ope I mull believe in hope, that an unaccountable.

panic
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panic influenced your mind, and deprived you for
a time of the calmnefs and candor which adomn your
natural temyper, If this is the cafe, may you «&
with lefs percipitancy for the future.  Arnd may tiie
charity that ko eth all things, beheve.h all things, does
not provoke, and 15 not provoked, rule in our heails
and lives. So flall the 1.cathen world drop their
jult objeétiors asainll our uchappy divifiors, and
once mors be feresd to cry out, See fow trefe Crrif-
tuans lave ! Aud to fhall we gitve over try.ng to dif-
turb or pudl down a part of the cnurch of Chr ft,
becaule we diflihe the colour of the {tones with
which it is built; or bccavfe our fellow-builders
€annot pronc.nce Skibbeleth juit as we do.

Orie word more about Mr. W, and I have done.
Of the two greateft, and moft ufeful minifters I
ever knew, one i1s no more. The other, after
amazing labours, flics flill with unwearied dili-
genee toro’ the three kingdoms, calling finners to
repentance, a~d w the healing fountain of Jefus’
blood. The’ opprelled with the ieight of near
70 vears, and the care of near thirty thoufand fouls,
he fhames @ill, bv his urabated zeal and immenfe
labours, all the young minifters in England, per-
haps in Chriftendom. = He has generally blown the
golpel-trump, and rode twenty miles, before moft
of the profeffors who defpifc his labours have left
thr downy pillow, As he begins the day, the
week, the year, fo he concludes them, full intent
upon extenfive fervices for the glory of the Re-
deemer, and the good aof fouls.  And fhall we light-
lv lift up our pens, our tongues, our hands agamnft
him? No, let them rather forget their cunning.  1f
we wi!l quarrel, can we find no body to fall out
with, but the minifter upon whom God puts the
greatelt honor?

Our Ylijah bas latcly been tranflated to heaven.
Grey-hicaded Elifha ‘s yet awhile continued upon
earth. And fhall we make an hurry and noife, to
bring in railing accufations againft him with more
fuccefs? While we pretend to a peculiar zeal for

. Chnift's
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Chrilt’s plory, Thall the’ very, fame fpirit be found:
in us, which made his perfecutors fay, He hath fpo-
ken blafphemy, $or herefly) opat weed we any {artlxer‘
oitneffes 2 Shill the fons of the Prophets, fhall even
children in grace and kpowledge, openly traduce the’
venerable feer and his abundant labours ? When'
they fec him fun upon his Lord’s errands, fhall
they cry, not go up thy bald head, but Go K thow
heretic? O Jefus of Nazareth, thou rejefted of
men, thou who waft once called a deceiver of the
people, fuffer it not § left the ranging bear of perfe-
cution come fuddenly out of the wood upon thofe’
foms of difcord, and tear them in pieces ! o

And fuppofe a-Noah, an old preacher of righte-
oufnefs, fhould have really nodded under the in-
fluence of an honeft miftake, fhall we at a worfe
- part than that of Canaan ?. Shall we make fport of
the nakednefs which we fay he has difclofed, when
we have boldly uncovered it ourfelves ? O God,
do_not thou permit it, left a curfe of pride, felf-
fufficiency, bigotry, Antinomianifm and bitter zeal
comc upon us; and left the children begotten b
ourunkind preaching and unloving example, wal
in our fteps and inherit our propogated punifhment$

Rather may the blefling of feace-makers be ours 2
may the meek, loving Spirit of Jefus fill our hearts !
May ftreams,. not of the bitter waters which caufe
the curfe, but of the living water which gladdens
the city of God, flow from our Catholic breafts,
and put out the fire of wild zeal and Perfecut‘.ng
malice, May we know when Sion 1is really in
danger: and when the accufer of the brethren gives
a falfe alarm to difturb the peace of the church, and
turn the {treamof undefiled, lovely, and loving rc-
ligion, into the miry channel of obftinate prejudice,
imperious bigotry, and noify, vain jangling. And
may we at laft unanimoufly worfhip together in the
temple of pcace, inftead of flriving for the maftery
in the houfe of difcord!

A .
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