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The laft Check to Antmomlamfm.

A

.POLEMICAL ESSAY.

oN THE
- TWIN DOGT'RIN,ES
OF ) )
CHRISTIAN IMPERFECTION
AND’ A

DEA'i/H PURGATORY

BY THE AUTﬂﬁR mz‘ THE'CHECKS. .

Be yer np'sc:r‘.-—-Every onethat 1s pERFECT fhall be as his
Mafter.—If thou wilt be PERFECT, go, and fell that thou hatt,
and give to the poor. © Jmsus CurisT. b

".If ANY MaN teach otherwife, and confeat not to wholfom words,

even the words of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and the doétrine which
is according to godlinefs, he is provd, - St. Pave.

Let no man deceive you, &c. for this purpofe the Son of God was
_ manifgfted, that he might pEsTRov the works of the Devil—
The blood of Jefos Chrift cleanfeth from aLt fin—~In him is
No fin.—Herein is our love made PERFECT, that we may have
boldnefs in the day of judgment : becaufe as he [¢be wine] is, fo
are we [#he branches] 1IN THIS WoRLD. St. Jonn.

LONDON: N
Pnnted by R. HawEs, in Derfer-Srrees, Spltalﬁelds,

Aud fold at the Foundery, and by J. Buckland, in PN:r-ﬂg/lcr-Rm.
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PREF ACE.

Why the following Trafl is called THE LAST Creck
TO ANTINOMIANISM, and A-POLEMICAL Es~

- SAY.—Mr. Hills Creed for Perfestionifis—A fhore
account of the manner in which fouls are purged frome -
the remains of fin according to the dofirine of the

- Heathens, the Romanifts, and the Calvinifis—The
PURGATORY recommended By the Church of England,
and windicated in this book, is Chriff’s blood and a
Joul-purifying faith. )

CALL the following Effay The lafi Check to
antinomianifm, becaufe it properly continues
“and clofes the ' preceding Checks. hen a late
Fellow of Clare-hall, Cambridge, attacked the
doCtrine of fincere obedience, which 1 defend in the
Checks, he faid with great truth, ¢¢ Sincefe obed:-
¢ encey, as a condition, will lead you unavoidably up
-4 to PERFECT obedience.” What he urged as an
" argument againff our views of the gofpel, is one of
the reafons by which we defend them, and per-
« haps the ftrongeft of all: Forour do&rineleads as
naturally to holinefs and perfect obedience, as that
of our opponents does to fin and imperfection. If
i the ftreams of Mr, Hills do&rine never ftop, till
" they have carried men into a fea of indwelling fin,
“where he leaves them to ftruggle with waves of
* mmorality, or with billows of corruption all the
I Taz ' days



i d PREFACECE

days-of their life; ‘it is'evident thatour doftrine,
‘which is the very reverfe of his, muft take us to
nfex of imdweliing bolimfs, Where we - calmly out--
" ride all. the ftorms, which Satan raifed to defiroy
Job’s perfeGtion; and where all our purfuing cor-
ruptions are as much deftroy’d as the Egyptians
~ werein the red fea. , .. - -

* “Truth, “like “Mofes’s rod, is all of'a pieces
And fo is the Serpent, which Truth devours.
Look at the tail ot the error which we attack ;.
and .you will fee the yenemous, mortal fting of
-anchvelling fir. Confider the but-end of the rod,
-with ‘which we defend ourielves againft -that
-fmooth yet biting error; and you wull find the:
pearl of great-price, the invaluable diamond of
ebrifiian parfection. In the very nature of things:
therefore, our. long, -controverlial warfare muft end.
in-a <lofe engagement for the prefervation of the
Srug; or for the recovery of the sevel. If our
adverfaries cur fave indwelling fis, ‘the deadly fling,.
antinomianifri has won the day: But if we can
refcue chriffian perfection, ‘the precious jewel
then will perfet chriftianity again dare to thow her-
 delf, ‘without being attack’d .as a-dangerous mon-
fter;; or fcoffed at asthe bafe offspring of felf-ig-
. norance and pharifaic pride. This remark on the
astinomianifia of our epponents.is .founded upon the
- following arguments. ’ .

(1) All they, who reprefent chriffian delievers.
as LAWLESS, firfl, by denying that Chrif’s law is
a-rule of judgment, which abfolutely requires our
own .perfonal obedience; fcondly, by reprefent-
ing shisJaw as a mere rule of life; and thirdly,

infinuating that this yule cf life is, after all,
abfolutely .impratticable; that a perfonal fulfil-
ment ~of¥it is not -expected from sny believer;
that there never was a chriftian who lived one day
without breaking it; and that believers fhall be
eternally faved, merely becaufe Chrift kept lint for

. : them:




PREFACE. v

them :—All they, I fay, who hold this ‘folifidiare
* .doétrine concemning Chrif’s aw, are chriffian an-
tinomians with a witnefs ; that 1s; they are lawlefs
.ébriftians in principle, -if not in praltice. Now all
.they, who attack the doftrine of cenftant obedi--
ence, and chriftian perfetion which we maintain,
are under this three-fold error concerning Chriff’s:
law; and therefore they are all antinomians, that
is, chriftians lawlefs in principle, tho’ many of them,
we are perfuaded, are not fo in. practice; the fear
.of God caufing in them an happy inconfiftency,
between their Jgal conduct, and their Jawlefs te~
nets.

(2) If thofe who plead for the breaking of

€briff's law by the neceflary indwelling of a re-:
.vengetul thought ony for one week, or for one day,.
.are bare-faced antinomians ; what fhall we fay of
the men, who, on various pretences, plead for the

neeeflary indwelling of all manner of corruption, :

during the term of life? Can it be faid, with any
propriety, that thefe men are free from: the plague:
.Of antinomianifm ? .

(3) And leftly, when the reader comes to Sec--
tion XVI, wherein I produce and anfwer the-ar--

-guments, by which the minifters of the imperfed’

gofpel defend the continuance of indwelling fin in

all believers till death, he will find that their

ftrongeft: reafons for this continuance, are the very

fame, which the oft lawlefs ‘apoftates, and the:

‘moft daring renegadoes daily produce, when they
plead: for their continuing in drunkennefs, lying,
fornication, and adultery: And if thefe immoral
gofpellers deferve. the name of Gress antinomians ;.
why fhould ‘not the moral men; who hold their

loofe principles, and publicly recommend- them as-

¢¢ doltrines of grace,” deferve: the -name of RE-

EINED antinomians? May not a.filk-weaver, who.
foftly works a piece of taffeta, be as juftly called a.
wweaver, as the man who weaves the coarfelt fack--

a3  Thr
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Thro’ the force of thefe obfervations, after

weighing my fubje&t in the balances of medita-
‘tion and prayer for fome months, I am cometo
thefe alarming conclufions :. (1) There is no me-
dium between pleading for the continuance of in-
.dwelling fin, and pleading for the continuance
of heart-antinomianifm. And (2) Allwho attack
the dofrine of an ‘ewangelically finlefi perfettion,
deferve, avben they do it [which I would hope is not
often] the name of adwecates for fin, better than
the name of Gofpel-minifiers and Preachers of righte-
oufuefs. 1 am.confcious, thatthis two-fold conclu-
fion wounds in the tendereft part feveral of my dear,
miftaken brethren in the miniftry, whom, on va-
rious accounts, . I highly honour in the Lord.
‘Neverthelefs I am, in confcience, obliged to pub-
lith it, left any of my readers, or any of thofe whom
they may warn, fhould be mifled into antinomian-.
“ifm thro’ the miftakes of thofe popular preachers :
Far the interefts of Truth, the honour of Chrift’s
holy religion, and the welfare of precious fouls,
are, and ought tobe to me,. andto every chriftian,
far dearer than the credit of fome, good, injudici-
ous men, who inadvertently undermine the caufe of

dlinefs ; thinking to do God fervice, by ftretch~
ing forth a folifidian hand, touphold theark of gof-
pel-truth,  Thus much fer- the reafons which have

. - engaged me to call this Effay, Tbe laff Check to-

" antinomianifin.

I the reader defiresto know, why I call it alfo
A palewicol Efiy he's inforn'd tha Ricbard F
Efq. [at the end of a pamphletintitled, Three letters

awritten to the Rev. . Flctcher Vicar of Madely,T
"has publithed ¢ A Creed for Arminians and Perfec-.

¢ tionifis.)* . The ten firft articles of this Creed,
which refpe& the Arminians, 1 have already an-.
fwered in The fifitious and genuine Creed; and the
‘following fheets contain my reply to the laft article,,
‘which entirely refers to the Perfectionifis,
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That gentleman introduces the whole of his fic-

- titious Creed by thefe lines: ¢¢ Tke follotving con-

< feffion of faith, however fhocking, not to fay blafphe-
 mousy it may‘appear to the bumble chriftian, muft
¢ inewitably be adopted, if not in exprefs awords, yet in
¢ fubflance by every Arminian and Perfellionift avkat-
& focver; tho the lafl article of it chiefly concerns

¢ fuch as are ordained minifiers  in the Church of -

England.”—This laft article, which is the Creed I

anfwer here, runs thus:

¢-Tho’ I have folemnly fubfcribed to the 3¢
¢ Articles of the Church of England, and have
¢ affirmed that I believe them from my heart, yet
¢ I-think our Reformers were profcundly ig-
¢ norant of true chriftianity, when they declared
¢ in the gth article, that ‘¢ the infedion of nature
¢ does remain in them which .ave regenerate 5  And in
the 1sth, that, “ ALL WE, the ref (Chriff only

¢ excepted) altho® baptized and born again in Chrift,

A& set offind in many things, and if ve fay we have
¢ 20 fin, ave deceive ourfelves, and the truth is not in
¢ 25.” This I totally deny, becaufe itcuts up root
¢¢ and branch my favourite doCrine of Perfedion 5.
¢¢ and therefore let Peter, Paul, James, and Jehn,
“¢ fay what they will, and let the reformers and
“¢¢ martyrs join their fyren-fong, their eyes were -
-¢¢ at beft but half epen’d (for want of a little Foxu-
¢¢ dery eye-falve ;) therefore I cannot look upom
¢¢ them as adult believers in Jefus Chrift.’

“ J.F”
“ 7, W.»
o %V s
Thefe initial letters probably fltand for Fobn

Fletcher, Fobn Welley, and Walter Sellon, As Mr.
‘Hill feems to level his -witty creed at mefirf, I

. fhall £z make my obfervations uponit. The wan

without the main dody, and the rear, may perhaps
make a- proper ftand againft that gentleman’s n;;{(-
©o - take

!
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_take :—A dangerous miftake this, whigh is infepara-
_ bly connected with the dotirine of a purgatory little
_ better than that of the papifts;; it being evident,

that, if we cannot be purged from the remains of

fin in this life, we muit be purged from them in.

death, or after death; or we muft be banifh’d
_from God’s prefence: for reafon and {fcripture
- jointly depofe, that nothing unboly or unclean fball en~
ter into the beavenly ferujalem.

If we underftand by Puzrgatory the manner in
which fouls ftill-polluted with the remains of fin,.
are, or may be purged from thefe remains, that
they may fee an holy God, and dwell with him.
_for’ever ; the queftion, Which is the trus Purgatory?
is by no means trivolous; for it is the grand En-
- quiry, Hoaw fball I be eternally. faved? propofed in
-giﬂ'erent expreflions. : .

There are four opinions concerning Purgatory,,
or the purgation of fouls from the remains of fin..
The wildeft is that of the heathens, who fuppofed,

, ¢ That the fouls whichdepart this life with fome:
- ¢ moral filth cleaving to thenr, are purified by be--
# ing hanged out to fharp, cutting winds; by
"¢¢ being plungedin adeep, impetuous whirl-pool ;-
¢ or by being thrown into a refining fire in fome
“ tartarean region ;,” witnefs thefe lines of Firgile

: Aliz panduntur-inanes
Sufpenf ad.ventos : aliis fub gurgite vafto
- Infetum eluitur feelus,, aut exuritur igni.

The fecond opinion is that of the Romanifls;,
who teach, that fuch fouls are’ completely fancti--
fred by the virtue of Chrift’s blood; and the fharp
.ogeration of a penal,; temporary, fire in the fuburbs
of hell, The third opinjon is that of the Calvi--
aifts, who think, that the ftroke of death muit ab-
folutely be. joined with Chrift’s blood and {pirit,
and with our faith, to cleanfe the thoughts.of our
kearts, and to kill the inbred man offins. T- .

he-
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The laft fentiment is that of the church of Eng-

-land, which teaches-that there is no other purga~
ctory but . ¢ Chrift’s bloed”—¢ ftedfaft, perte&

¢ faith”—and ¢¢ the inlpiration .of God’s holy

- ¢¢ Spinit, cleanfing the thoughts of our hearts,
,*¢ that we, may perfectly love him, and worthily
= *¢ magnify his holy name.”—¢* The only Pur-

** caTory wherein we muft truft.tobe faved [fays
¢¢ fhe] is thedeath and blood of Chrift, which, if
* we apprehend with a TRUE AND STEDFAST
¢ FarTr” [called foon atter ¢ 2 PERFECT faith”]
“¢ it purgeth and cleanfeth us from ALL our fins.
¢ The blood of Chriff, fays St. John, bath cleanfed
¢ us from all fin, The blood of Cbrift {ays St. Paul,
$¢ hath purged our confiences from dead woorks 1o ferve
% the living God, &c. This then isthe PuRGA~
‘¢ TorY wherein all- chriftian men put their truft

-

-'¢¢ and confidence.”  Horidly on Prayer, Partiii. -

"Nor is this do@rine of pargatory peculiar to the

' church of England : for the unprejudiced puritans
. themfelves maintained it in the laft century. Mr.

R. Alleine in his excellenttreatife on Godly Fear,
printed in London, 1674, fays, page 161, ¢ The
¢ Lord Chriftis fometimes refembled to & Refining
‘¢ Fire, &c. He isarefiner’s firey—and be fball fit as @
¢ refinery and purifier of filver. He fhall purify, be
“ Jkall fave bis people from their fins, yet fo as by
¢ fire, God has his purgatory as well as his hell ;
$¢ tho” not according to that popifb dream, a pur-
¢¢ gatory after this life.”—And I beg leave to
add ;—tho” not accarding to that Calwinian dream,
a purgatory when we leave this life—a purgatory
in the article of death, .

The feriptural doétrine of Pargatory is vindi-
cated, and the new-fangled doétrine of a Death-
Purgatory is exploded, in the following pages:
where I endeavour both to defend the ghorions k-
Berty of the children of God, and to attack the falfe
liberty of thofe, who, while they promife liberty to

: o

beay
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. others in Chrift, are themfelves [doChrinally at leaft]
. the fervants of corruption; pleading hard for the in-
 dwelling of fin in our hearts fo long "as we live; °
and thinking it almoft ¢¢ dlafphemons™ to aflert,
that Chriff’s blood fully apply’d by the fpirit, thro”

a ftedfaft faith; can radically deanfe ws fromall fin,
without the leaft affiftance from the arrows or

fweats of death. )

- Reader, I plead for the moft pretious liberty in
the world, Aeart-liberty;—for liberty from the moft
{ﬂling of all yokes, the yoke of beart corruption s
et not thy prejudices turn a deaf ear to the im-
portant plea, If thou candidly, believingly, and
practically receiveft the truth asit isin Fefusy it fball
make thee free, and thou fbalt be FREE INDEED.,
Then, inftead of fhouting ¢¢ Indwelling fin and
¢¢ Death-purgatory,” thou wilt fu/fil the law of li-
terty; fhouting ¢ Chrift and chnftian liberty for
. ¢¢ ever.,” In the mean time, when thou makeft
interceffion for thy wellwithers, remember the au-
. thor of this £/ay, and pray that he may plead on
-his knees againft the remains of fin, far more ear- -
neftly thanhe does i thefe fheets againft Mr, Hill’s'
- miftakes. :

SEC. I
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The laf} Check to Antinomiani{m.

e —
SECTION I

The beft way of oppofing the dofirines of chriftian im-
perfetion .and of a death-purgatory, is to place
the doélrine of chriftian perfeCtion in .a proper light.
—Chriftian perfection #s the maturity of a belie~
ver'’s grace under the gofpel of Chrift—1It is abfurd
20 fuppofe that ihis perfeltion is finlefs, if it is mea-

" fured by our CREATOR’s law of paradifaical inno-
cence and obedience,— Efiablifbed bekievers fulfil our
REDEEMER’s evangelical law of liberty. Whilft
they fulfil ity they do not tranfgrefs ity that is,
(EVANGELICALLY fpeaking) they DO NOT SIN.

3" ~3~"3% OST of the controverfies which arife

, " { between men who fear God, fpring

4¢ M ) from the hurry with which fome of
2 .} them find fauit with what they have
Ji——o==JR not examined, and fpeak evil of what °
they do not underftand.  Why does Mr. Hill at
the head of the .Calvinifts. attack the dotrine of
«cbriftian perfestion which we contend for ? Is it be-
«<aufe he and they are fworn enemies to righteouf-
nefs, and zealous protetors of iniquity ¢ Not at
all. The nd reafon, next to their Calvinian®
prejudices, 1s their inattention to the queftion, and
, , . por
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1o the arguments by which our fentiments are fup-
_ported.” Notwithftanding the panner in which -
that gentleman has treated me and my friends in
his controverfial heats, I fiill entgrtain fo good an
opinion of him as to think, that, if he underftood
our doétrine, he would no more pour contempt
upon it, than upon the oracles of God. I fhall
therefore endeavour to re&ify his ideas of the glo-
rious, chriftian liberty which we prefs after. If
producing Zight'is the beft method of oppofing dark-
nefs, fetting the doctrine of chrifiian perfeciion in a
proper point of view will be the beft means of op-
pofing the do&rines of chriftian imperfeiion, and of
2a death-purgatory. Begin we then by taking a view
of our Ferufalem and her perfection; and when we
(hall have marked her bulwarks, and cleared the
round between her towers and Mr. Hill’s battery,
we fhall march up to it, and fee whether his argu-
ments have the folidity. of brafs, or only the {howy
appearance of wooden artillery painted and mcunt-
ed like brazen ordnance.
© Chriftian perfection ! Why fhould the harmlefs
phrafe offend us ?—Perfediian ! Why. fhould that
fovely word frighten us? Is it not common and
plain ? Did not Cicero fpeak intelligibly, when he
calied accompiifbed philofophers, ¢¢ perfectos philofo-
phos;” and an excellent orator, ¢ perfelum orato-
rem:” Did Ovid expofe his reputation when he
faid that ¢¢ Chiron § pcrfeffed Achilles in mufick,”
~or,  taught him to play upon the lute to. perfec=
~ %ion ?” Anddoes Mr. Hillthink it wrong to obferve
that a fruit grown to maturity is in its perfettion P
We, whom  that Gentleman calls perfectionifis, ufe
the word  perfufion exallly in the fame fenfe;
. ’ giving

1 Phillyrides puerum cithard perféciz Achillem. -

4+ The word PerfecZion comes from the Latin perficio, ta per-
Jeéts 1o finifh, 10 accomplifh 5 Tt exaétly anfwers to the words
o and o Aedoey generally ufed in the old and new tef~
tament. Nor can their derivatives be more literally, and exaltly
. rendered

e e
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giving that name to the matarity of grare peculiat to
eftablithed believers under their refpective difpenfas
tions : And if this is an error, we are led into it by
the facred writers, who ufe the word perfeilion as
well as we. ' )
The word predeflinate occurs but four times in -all
the fcriptures, and the word predeflination not once 5
and yet Mr. Hill would juftly exclaiim againtt us, if
we fhewed our wit by calling for *“a lirtle Foundery”
[or Tabernacle] ¢ -evesfalve,” to help us, to fee the
word predeflination ONcE in-all the bible. Not fo
the word perfestion : It occurs, with its derivatives
as frequently as moft words in the feripture ; and
not feldom in the very fame fenfe in which we take
it. Neverthelefs we do not lay an undue ftrefs up-
on the expreffion ; and if we thought that our con--
defcenfion would anfiver any goo% end, we would
entirely give up that harmlefs and fignificant word,
But, if it is expedient to retain the UNSCRIPTUR AD
word Trimity, becaufe it is a kind of watch-word,
by which we frequently difcover the fecret oppofers
of the myfterious diftinction of Father, Son, and
Holy Ghett in the divine unity ; how much more
proper is it not to renounce the SCRIPTUR AL word
Perfeftion, by which the difpirited {pies, who bring
an evil report upon the good land of holinefs, are
often detetted ?~~Add to this, that ‘the following
, , B declaration

" rendered than by perfe? and ptr}é&ian. If our tranflators ren-

der fometimes the word [=9[=) by pright and fincere, or by fin=
eerity and nregrity, it is becaufe they know that thefe expreffions,
1ike the original word, admit of a great latitude. Thus Columel
xcalls wood that has no rotten part, and is perfeétly found, lignum
siNcEruM: And Horace fays, that a fweet Cafk, which has
no bad fmell of any fort, is was sixcerum. Thus alfo Cicere
calls purity of diction, which is Rerfc&i;' free from faults againft
grammar, INTEGRITAS fermonis:  Plawtus fays, that' a pure,
undefiled virgin, is fliz 1NTEGRA. And our tranflators call
the perfectly-pure milk of God’s Word, The sINCERE milk of
eheaword : 1 Peter, iiyz. If therefore the words™ fincerity and
Liutegrity are taken in their full latitude, they convey the fulleft
meaning of N[, 2N TEAEHO]NSs ie perfetion,
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dedlarafion of our Lord does not permit us to re-
mounce either the word or the thing, Whofoever fbald
B¢ afbamed of me, and of MY WORDS in this finful gene

Fation, of bim alfo fball the Son of man be afbamed, when
be cometh in the glory of bis Father. Now the words
.of my motto, BeyePErFEcT, &c. being Chrift’s
.own words, we dare no more be afhamed of them,
than we dare defire that he may be afhamed of usin
the great day. Thus much for the word perfetion,

- Again: We callcuaxsnANﬁnﬁﬂian the matu-
xity of grace and holinefs, .which eftablifhed, adult
‘believers attain to under the cHrIsTIAN difpenfa-
tion ; and, by this means, we diftinguifh that matu-
rity of grace, both from the rigenefs of grace, which
belongs to the difpenfation of tbe Fews BELOW us;
and from the ripenefs of glory, which belongs to.
4keparted faints ApovE us. Hence it appears, that
by chriflian perfection we mean nothing but the cuf
#er and maturity of the graces, which compofe the
«hrifian chara&er in the church miitant,

In other words, .CHRISTIAN PERFECTION is a
fpiritual conftellation made up of thefe gracious
. ftars, PERFECT repentance, PERFECT faithy PERFECT

Dumility, PERFECT meeknefs, PERFECT jfelf-denial,

PERFECT refignation, PERFECT hope, PERFECT cha-
ity for our 'VISIBLE enemies, as well as for our
EARTHLY relations,—And above all, PERFECT Joge
for our INvIsSIBLE God, thro’ the explicit know-
Jedge of our Mediator Jefus Chrift. And as this
Jaft ftar is always accompanied by all the others, as

upiter is by his fatellites, we frequently ufe, as St-

'i}ﬁn, the phrafe pERFECT LOVE, infteadof the
word perfeition ; underftanding by it the pure love
of God, fhed abroad in the heart of eftablifhed be-
lievers by the Holy Ghoft, which.is aburdantly giv-
.en them under the fulnefs of the chriftian difpen-
fation,

* Should Mr. Hill afk if the chriffian perfeiion
~vhich we contend for, is a siNLEss perfetion,
we reply: SiN is the tranfgrefion of a divine law,
and man may be confidered cither as being under




Sedt. 1. (5 )
the anti-evangelical, Chrifilefs, remedilefs law of our”
CrEeATOR; Or, as being under the evangelical, medi-
atorial, remedying law of our REpErmER-:- And
the queftion muit be anfwered according to the na-
ture of thefe two laws.
With refpe&t to the Firff, that is, the Adamic,.
Chrifil/i Taw of innocence and paradifaical perfec-
" tion, we utterly renounce the doltrine’ of SINLESS:
perfection, for three reafons: (1) We are conceived.
and born in a ftate of finful degeneracy, whereby
that law is already virtually broken. (z) Our
mental and bodily powers are fo enteebled, that we
eannot help actually biezking #has law in number-
lefs infiances, even after our fzl/ converfion. And
(3) when once we have broken that law, it confi-
ders us as tran(greffors for ever: nor can it uny
more pronoun<e us jfinkey/s, than the rigorous law
which condemns a man to be hang’d for murder,.
can abfolve a murderer, let his repentance and
faith be ever fo gerfe?.  Therefore, 1 repeat it,
with refpect to the Chrifflefs law of paradifaical obe~
dience, we entirely difclaim finlefs perfeGtion; and
mmproperly fpeaking, we fay with Luther, ¢ fu
every good work the juft man sINNETH: ‘That i, .
he more or lefs tranfgrefles the law of paradifuical
innocence, by not thinking fo deeply, not fpeaking
fo gracefully, not aéting {o properly, not obeying.
fo vigoroufly, as he would do, if he were ftill en--
dued with original perfetion, and paradifaical pow--
ers. Nor do we, IN THE SAME SENSE, f{cruple
to fay with Bifhop Latimer: ¢ He [Chriff] faved
¢¢ us, not that-we fhould be without fin; that no
¢ fin fhould be left in our hearts: No: he faved
“ us not fo. For ALL MANNER OF IMPERFEC-
¢ TIONSs remain in us, yea in the beft of us: So
¢ that, if God fhould enter into judgment with us”’
[according to the Chrifilefs law given to Adam becfors
the fall] ¢ we fhould be damn’d.  For there nei-
¢ ther is nor was. any man born into this world,.
¢ who could fay, I am clean from fin” [f«lfi the
Adamic bsw of innocence] ¢¢ except Jefus Chrift: ™
: B2 . _Andi

~7
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And 1N THAT SENSE, we have all reafon to pray
with David, Cleanfe thou me from my fecret faults ;
for if thou awilt mark what is done amifs, Lord, awke
may abide. it P—I1f thou wilt judge us according to
the law of paradifaical })erfcétion, awbat man living
Shall be juflified in thy fight? But Chrift has fo com-
pletely fulfilled our Creator’s paradifaical law of in»
nocence, which allows neither of repentance nor
of renewed obedience, that we fhall not be judged
by that law; but by alaw adapted to our prefent
ftate and circumftances, a milder law, called tbe Zaww
of Chrif}, i. e. the Mediator’s law, which is, like
himfelf, full of evangelical grace and-truth.

To the many arguments, which I have advan~
ced in the Checks in defence of 2445 law, 1 fhall add
one mere, taken from Heb. vii, 12 ; The PrIEsT=
HOOD being CHANGED, there is made OF NECESSITY
a CHANGE a¥fo of the LAw. From thefe words I con-
clude, that, if the law under which the jews were,
was of miceffity changed, when God fubftituted the
priefthood of €brif? for that of Aafor; much more
" was the Adamic law of paradifuical innocence of
neceffity changed, when God gave to Adam by pro-
mife the Braifer of the ferpent’s bead; the High-prief
after the order. of Melthifedec. For if a cHANGE In
the external prieflhood oF NECEssiTY implied a
change of the Mo/aic law ; how much more did the

INSTITUTION of the pri¢flhood itfelf, neceffarily
-smply a change of the Adamic law, which was
iven without any mediating prieft !

If Mr. Hilltherefore, will do our dotrine juftice,
we intreat him to confider, that ave are not without laxv-
#0 God, -nor yet under a chr;ftle/s law with Adam 3
but ander a kaav-to Chrift, that is under the law of our
royal prieft, the evangelical law- of liderty :—a more
gracious law this, which allows of fincere repent-

“ance, and is fulfilled' by loving faith. Now as we .
fhall be judged by this lave- of liderty, we maintain
not only that itzay, but alfo thatit musT be kept ;;
and that it is aCtually kept by eftablifhed chriftians,
“according to the laft and fullett edition of it, which
: is
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is thatof the new teftament. Nor do we think it:
“¢ fhocking  to hear an adult believer fay: The
law of the Jpirit of life 1N CHRIST JEsus bas made
me free from the law of fin and death. For avhat the
law [of innocence, or the letter, of the Mofaic
law] could not do, in that it avas weak thro’ the fle/b,
God fending bis ovon Son condemned fin in the fe/b, thas:
the righteoujncfs of the lawy might be [evangelically]
FULFILLED IN.US WHO WALK NOT AFTER-THE.
FLESH BUT.AFTER.THE SPIRIT. Rom,viil. 2, &c,.

Reafon and fcripture feem to us to confirm this-
dottrine : Forwe think it is far lefs abfurd to fay, .
that the king and parliament make laws, which no-
Englith-man can poflibly keep ;: than to fuppofe, .
that Chrift and his APoﬁles _have given us pres
cepts, which no chriftian is able to obferve : - And.
St. James aflures us, the evangelical Jaaw - of Chriil
and lberty 1s that by which we fhall ftand or fall in-
judgment: So fpeak 3e; and fo do, fays he, as they:
that fhall be judged ' by the laavw of liberty, Jam. ii. 12..
We find the chriftian edition of- that law in all the-
new teftament, but efpecially in cur Lord’s fermon.
on the mount;. apd in St. Paul’s. defcription of.
charity.—~We are perfuaded with St. John and St..
Raul, that, as fiz 5 the tran/grefion; To penitential,
pure love: is the fulfilling, cfg that evangelical /aw -
And therefore, we do not fcruple to fay with the
apoftle, that be-svbo-Joveth another hath' fulfilled it ;.
~—and that there- i5-no occafon of flumbling, i.e. no-s
fin, in bim ; fulfilling the law -of Chrift and fimning
[in the evangelical fenfe of the word] being as
diametrically oppofite to each other, as obeying and.
&ifobeying —working righteoufnefs . and working ini-- -

uity.

\%,e do not- doubt but, as a reafonabley loving:
father never. requires of a child, whois only ten:
years.old, thework of one who is:thirty years of
age : foour heavenly Father never expets of us, .
in our debilitated ftate, the obedience of immortal’®
Adam in paradife, . or the. uninterrupted worfhip of.

A B3 - " fleeplefs. -

Y
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fleceplefs angels in heaven. We are perfuaded theres.

fore, that, for Chrift’s fake, he is pleafed with an-
humble obedience to our prefent:light, and a loving

exertion of our prefent powers; accepting our gof--
pel-fervices according. to- awhat-we have, and  not

according to avbat ave bave not. Nor dare we call

that loving exertion of our prefent powers, fa, lei

by fo doing we fhould centradict the feriptures;

confound fn and oBedience; and remove all the land-.
marks whichr divide the devil’ common from the

Lord’s vineyard. And if at any time we have ew-.
aggerated the difficulty of keeping Chrift’s law, we

acknowledge our error, and confefs that, by this

means, we have calviniftically traduced the equity of
our gracious God; and inadvertently encouraged:
antinomian delufions. '

To conclude: We believe, that; altho’ adule;.
eftablithed ‘believers, or perfect chriftians, may ad«
mit of many snvolintary miftakes, errors, and faults ;.
and of many involuntary improprieties of fpeech and .
behaviour ; yet, fo long as their w:i# is bent upon
doing God'’s' will ;—fo longas they walk not after.
the flefh, but after the fpirit; — fo long as.
they fulf? the law of lkiberty by pure - love, they
do not fiz accord ng to the gofpel : becaufe (Evan-
GELICALLY STEAKING) SIN is the tranfgreffiong,
and LOVE is the fulfilling of that lew. Far then

_from thinking, that there is the leaft abfurdity
in faying daily, Powuchfafe to keep us this day .
WLTHOUT S1N, we doubt not but in the believers,.
who aualt in the light -as Chrifft is in the light, that
deep petition is anfwered; the righteoufnefs of the~
law, which they are under, is fulfilled; and ot
confequence, an EVANGELICGALLY fixlf; perfetion
is daily experienced.—1I fay EVANGELICALLY fin=
Rfsy becaufe, without the word EVANGELICALLY,
the phrafe s1NLEsS perfedion gives an cccafion of
cavilling to thofe who feek it, as Mr. Welley inti-
mates 1 the following quotation, which is taken .
from his Plain account of chriffian perfeclion, page 60.
¢ To explin myfcl€ a litde farther on this he:zd ;

o % (1 .

<. ¥ -
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“ (1) Notonly stv, progerly fo called, that is; a
“ weluntary tranfgreflion of a known law, but iy

IMPROPERLY fo called, that is, an involuntary

tranfgrettion of a di« ine‘law, known or unknown;

needs the atoning blood.—(2) I believe there i3

no fuch pertection in this. life, as excludes thefe-
inwoluntary tranfgreffions,. which 1 apprehend to

be naturally confequent on the ignorance and
miftakes infeparable from mortality.—(3) There-

fore SINLESS perfection. is a.phrafe I never ufe;

left T fhould feem to contradict myfelf.—(4) -
¢ believe a perfon filled with the-love of God is

¢4 ftill liable to thefe involuntary tranfgreffions.—

“ (5) Such tranfgreffions you may call fins, ifyou:
¢¢ pleafe; I do not, for the reafons above-mens.
“ tioned.”™ :

crrarrete

SECTION IL

Bious Calvinifs have had At TIMES, nearly the fame.
wiews of chry ia;;ferﬁc‘?ionl avhich ae have. They -
* diffens from ws oliefly becanfe ‘they confound the
anti-evangelical law of innocence, .and the evangelical
law of liberty, peccability and fin,. Adamic. and-
Gbriflian perfections. and becaufe they do not confider, .
that c/)r:”ﬁa"n -perfection falling infinitely fhort of God’s -
ABSOLUTE perféflion, admits of a ddily GROWTH ;:
 that angels bawe their ¢* fhort-comings’ in heaven 5
and that Chriffi had kis.innocent infirmities upon.
earth. . .

F it were neceffiry, we. couldfupport the doc--

trine of chriftian perfe@ion ﬂateg in the prece- - .
ding pages by almoft numberlefs quotations from:
the moft judicious-and pious calvinifts., ‘The fen-.
timents of two or three of tiiem may edify the

reader, and give- him a fpecithen of the: candor, -

with which they have written upon the fubje&,
when a.fpring-tide of evangelical truth raifed them.
above the fhallows of theirfyfleme. 1t
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¢ If cove be siNceErE, [fays pious Mr. Henry];
it is accepted as the FULFILLING OF THE LAW.,
Surely we ferve a.good Mafter, that has fum-.
med up all our duty in one word, and that a
fhort word, and a fiveet word, Love, the-beauty.
¢ and harmony of the univerfe. Loving and be-
¢ ing loved is ail the pleafure, joy, and happinefs
¢ of an intelligent being. Geod is love,. and love -
is his image upen the foul. Where it is, the-
foul is well moulded, and the heart fitted for-
-every good work.” Henry’s Expofition on Rom. xiii.
ro.—Again: ¢ Itis well for us that by virtue:
¢ of the covenant of grace, upon the fcore of
¢ Chrift’s righteoufuefs, fucerity is accepted as.
“ OUR GOSPEL-PERFECTION.” Hen. on Gens vi. g..
. ==[Sce the note on the word perfection, Seét. 1.] -

LR

. o

Pious Bithop Hupkins is exaltly of the fame mind..
¢ Confider,” fays be, ¢ for your encouragement,.
¢ that it is not fo much the abfolute and LEGAL
¢ perfetion of the work, as the’ [ewangelical]l
¢ perfefiion of the worker, that is, the perfection-
¢ of the Leart, which is looked at and rewarded
¢ by Ged.  There is. a, two-fold perfection, the-
¢ perfetion of the work, and that of the work--
¢ man. The perfection of the work is, when the-
¢ work does fo exaltly and {iriétly anfwer the holy:
¢ law of God, that there is NO IRREGULARITY"
¢init. The perfcftion of the workman is no--
¢ thing but inward fincerity and uprightnefs of the-
¢ heart towards God, which may be where there-
¢ are many imperfections and defects intermingled. .
¢ If God accepted and rewarded no work, but
¢ what is abfolutely perfect 1N RESPECT OF THE:
¢ Law; this would take off the wheels of all en-
¢ deavours, for our obediénce falls far fhort- of.
¢ LEGAL PERFECTION in this life ;” (the Adamic lazv -
waking no aliowances forthe weaknsffés of fallen man.)
¢ But we do not ftand upon fuch terms as thefe are -
¢ with curGod. Itis not fo much whatour works
¢ are, as what our heart is, that God looks at and
& will reward, YetKnow alfo thatif our hearts are-

- PERFECT.
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¢ PERFECT 4nd sINCERE, we fhall endeavour ta
¢ the utmoft of our power, that our works may be:
¢ perfect according to the ftrictnefs of the law.’

Archbifhop Leighton pleads alfo for the perfetion
we maintain, and by calviniftically fuppofing thag
perfeverance.is neceflary to chriftian perfecion, he
extols it above Adam’s paradifaical perfection,
Take his own words abridged : ¢ By obedience fanc
¢ tification is here intimated:’ It fignifies both ha-
¢ bitual and actual ededience, renovation of heart,
¢ and conformity to the divine will: The mind %
illuminated by the Holy Ghoft toknow and &e-
lieve the divine will ; yea this fith is the great
and chief part of this obedience, Rom. i. 8. The
truth of the doftrine is firft imprefled on the
mind, hence flows out pleafant obedience and
FULL’ [be dves not fay OF SIN, but} ¢ OF LOVE:
Hence all the afteftions,. and the- whole body
with its members, learn to give a willing obe-
dience and fubmit to God; whereas BEFORE
¢ they refifled him, being under the ftandard of
¢ Satan. This obedience, tho’ imperfe®t’ [wben
it is meafured by toe chrifilefs lavw of paradifaical inno-
eence] ¢ yet has a certain, if I may fo fay, imper-
¢ fedt perfection’ [It ismo? LEGALLY &ut EVANGE-
LICALLY perfedd.] ¢ It is univerfal’ [or perfelt].
¢ three mananer of ways, (1) In the susjecT i—
It is notin the tongue alone, or in the hand, &e.
but has its root in the heart—(2) In the oz-
JECT :—It embraces the whole law, &c. It ac-.
counts no command little, which is from God,.
becauie he is great and highly efteemed : no com-
mand hard, tho’ contrary to the fleth, becaufe
all things are eafy to Love; thereis the fanre
authority inatl, as St. James divinely argues.
And this authority is the golden chain of all the:
commandments® [of the laww of Lberty preached by-
St. James] ¢ which if broke in any link fallsto
¢ pieces.—(3) In the puraTroN, the whele man, #
¢ 15 fubjeted to the whole law, and that con-
¢ flaptly.—That this threcfold PERFECTION of

-7 ¢ obedience-

L I R R
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¢ obedience is not a pi¢ture drawn by fancy, is
¢ evident in David, Pi. 119.” Archbjjbop Leigh-
20n’s com. on St. Peter.  Page 15. : ’

That learned prelate, as a pious man could not
but be a (fe’feﬂiongﬂ; tho’, asa Calviniff, he ftre-
quently {fpoke the language of the imperfectionifis.
Take one more quotation, where he grants alk
that’ we contend tor. ¢ To be fubject to him”
(God) ¢ is truer happinefs than to command
¢ the whole world. Pvre rove reckons thus,
¢ Tho’ no farther reward were to follow ; obedi--
¢ ence to God (the perricrion of his creature,
¢ and its very happinels) carries its full recom~
¢ pence in it’s own bofom. Yea love delights moft
¢ 1 the hardeft fervices: &c. Itislove to him
¢ indeed tolove the labcur of love, and the fervice
¢ of it; and that not fo much becaufe it leads to.-
¢ reft, and ends init, but becaufe it is fervice to
¢ him whom welove: Yea, that lubour is in it-
¢ felf a reft : Itis fo natural and fiveet toa foul that
¢ loves, as the revolution of the hcavens, which
¢ is a motion in reft, and reft in motion; changes
¢ notplace, tho’ running ftill: So the motion of”
¢ love is truly heavenly, and circular ftill in God ;
¢ beginning 1n him, and ending.in him; and fo
¢ not ending, but moving ftill without wearinefs,
¢ &c.  According as the love is, fo is the foul:
¢ it is made ‘like to, yea, it is made one with
¢ that, which it loves, &c.. By the love of God
¢ itis made divine, is one with him, &c. Now
¢ tho’ fullen from this, we are again invited to-
¢ it; tho’ degenermed and accurfed in our finful
¢ nature, yet we are renewed in Chrift, and this
¢ commandment is renewed in him, and a NEw.
way of FULFILLING IT’ [ewen the way of faith in.
our redecmer] ¢ is pointed out.” Sele avorks of
Arch. Leighton. page 461, Where has Mr. We/ley:
ever exceeded this high defcription of chriftian
perfection ? ' :

I grant that this pious prelate - frequently con-.
founds our. celeftial perfection of GrLory with our

progrefive

[
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progrefve perfetion of GrAcE, and on that ac-

_ "count fuppofes that the larter is not attainable in

this life: But even then he exhorts us to quit our-
felves like fincere pertfetionifts. ¢ Though men,
fays he, ¢ fall fhort of their aim, yet it is good to
aim high: theyhall fhoot fo much the higher,
tho’ not full fo high as they aim. Thus we
ought to be fetting the ftate of pERFEcTION in
our eye, refolving not + to reft content below
that, and to-come as near it as we can, even be-
“ fore we come at it. Phil. 1ii. 17, 12. Thisis
¢ to at as one that has fuch a hope, fuch a ftate
¢ in view, and is ftill advancing towards it.” Ibid.
page 184. The miftake of the archbifhop will be
‘particularly pointed out, where I fhall fhow the
true meaning of Phil. iii. 11—the paflfage, behind
-which he fkreens the remains of his calvinian pre-
_judices. :

By the preceding quotations, and by two more
{rom the rev. Mefl. Whitfield and Romaine, which
-the reader will find at the end of Seét. I1X, it ap-
pears, that pious Calvinifts come az times very near
thedoltrine of chriftian perfedtion; And it they
do not conftantly enforce it, it is [we apprehend]
«chiefly for the following reafons.

(1) They generally confound the chriflefs laww
f innecence with the.evangelical law of Chrifi ; anc},

becaufe

+ Ithink I have faid in ene of the Checks, that Arch.
Jeighton doubted whether thofe, who do not fincerely afpire
_after perfeétion, have faving grace: That doubt (if I new re-
member right) is Mr. Alleyne’s; Tho’ this quotation from the
Archbithop fhows, that he was not far from 4/eyne’s fentiment,

“if he wasnot init. Pious Dr. Doddridgeis erplicit on this

head. ¢ To allow yourfelf,” fays he,  deliberately to fit down
¢ fatisfied with any IMPERFECT attainments in religion, and
-4 to look upon.a more confirmed and improved ftate of 1t as what
- you do not defire, nay, as what you fecretly refolve that you
¢ will not purfue, is ONE OF THE MOST FATAL SIGNS. we
4¢ can well imagine, that you are AN ENTIRE STRANGERtO

¢ the ficft pricniples of it.”” Doddridge’s Rife and Prog.- CGbap.
xx. :
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Pecaufethe former cannot be fulfilled by believers,
they conclude that pure obedience to the latter is
ampracticable.

(2) They confound peccability with fin;—the
power of finning with the actual ufe of that power.
And fo long as they fuppofe, that a bare natural
capacity to fin is either original fin, .oran evil pro-

. penfity, we do not wonder at their believing, that

original fin, or evil "propenfities muft remain in our
hearts till death removes us from this tempting
world. Bat on what argument do they found this
notion ? Did not God create angels and man pec-
cabile? Or, in other terms, Did he not endue
them with a power to fin or not tofin, to difobey
or to obey, asthey pleafed ? Did not the event fhow
that they had this tremendous power ? But would
itnot be ¢¢blafphemous” to aflert, that God cre-

" ated them full of original fin, and of evil propenfi-

ties ?—If an adult believer yields to temptation, and
falls into fin as our firft parents did; ‘isit a Proof
that he never was cleanfed from inbred fin? It fin-
qing neceflarily demonftrates that the heart was
always teeming with depravity, will-it not follow,
that Adam and Ewve were tainted with fin defore their
will began to decline from original righteoufnefs ?

* Is it not however indubitable, from the nature of

v

God, from fcripture, and from fad experience,
that after having been created in God’s finle/s
image, and holy likenefs, our firft parents, as well
as fome angels, were drawnaway of their own felf-
conceived /ff, and became evil by the power of
their own free-agency ? Is it reafonable to think,
that the moft holy chriftians, fo long as the day of
their vifitation and probation lafts in this tempting
wildernefs, are in that refpect above Adam in pa-
radife, and above angels in heaven? And ma

we not conclude, that as Sataz and Adam infenfi-
bly fell into fin, the one from the height of his
celeftial perfection, and the other from.the fummit
of his paradifaical excellence, without any previous

‘bias inclining him to corruption: So may thofe

believers,
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believers, whofe hearts have been completely puria
Yied by faith, gradually depart from the taith, and
fall {fo low as to account the blood of the covenanty
-apherewith:they wvere fandlified, an unboly thing ?

(3) The prejudices of our opponents, are in-
creafed by their confounding Adamic f-and Chrifs

tiun perfeltion; two perfetionifts thefe, whichare

as diftiné as the garden of Edex and the chriftian
church. - ddamic perfeCtion came from God our
©Creator in paradife, BEFORE any trial of Adam’s
faithful obedience: and Chriflian perfeftion comes
from God our Redeemer and Sandlifier in the chrifiian
church, AFTER a fevere trial of the obedience of
faith. Adamic perfeCtion might be loft by doing
defpite to the pr;/énviﬂg love of God our Creators
and Chriffien perteGtion may be loft by doing defs
pite to the redecming dove of God our Savioun
ApaMmic pErRFEcTION extended to the whole
man: His body was perfely found in all its
parts ; and his foul in'all its powers. But Caris-
TIAN PERFECTION extends chiefly to the auvilj
which is the capital, ‘moral power of the foul;

Cc . leaving

1 Between Adamic and chriftian perfeftion we place the cra=
c10us innocence of little children. . They are not only full of
peccability like Adam, but debilitited in all their animal and
rational faculties, and of confequence fit to become an eafy prey
‘to every temptation, thro’ the weaknefs of their reafon, and the
“corruption. of their concypifcible and irafcible powers. Never~
thelefs, till they begin perfonally to prefer moral evil to morai
good, we may confider them as EVANCGELICALLY or GRACI-
ovusLy innocent. If{ay, GRACIOUSLY #miocent, becaufe, if we
confider them in the feed of fallen Adam, we find them
NATURALLY childven of wrath, and undér thecurfe : But if w®
confider them in zbe feed of the woman, which was promifed to
Adam andto his pofterity, we find them gracioly placed in a
ftate ofhm:emption, and _gvaqgclical falvation,  For sbe free

ifts which is come upon all men to juflification, belongs firfi to
f}{;:m; Chrift having fan&tified infzﬂn{y S Andgthfeir'cﬂfore
we do not feruple to fay after our Lord 3 Of fuch is the kingdom
‘of beaven. Now the kingdom of heaven'is not of finneis as
finmers 5 but of little children, as being innocent thro’ the frees
&fts orof adult, as being penitent, that is, turned from their
£ins to Chrift,
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4eaving the underftanding ignorant of ten thoufand
things, and the body dead becaufe of fin.

(4) Another capital miftake lies at the root of
-the oppofition which our Calvinian brethren make
againft chrifian perfeétion. . They imagine that,
uponour principles, the grace of an adult chrif-
tian, is like the body of an adult man, which can

" growno more. But this confequence flows from
their fancy, and .not from pur doétrine. We ex-
hort the ftrongeft believers .to grow up to Chrift ir
&all things.; aflerting that there is no holinefs, and
no happinefs in heaven [much lefs ypon earth]
which Xo not admit of a growth, except the holinefs
and the happinefs of God himfelf: Becaufe, in the
very nature of things, a Being abfolutely perfet,
and in every fenfe infinite, can never have any
thing added to hih. But infinite additions can be
made to beings every, way finite, fuch as glorified
faints and holy angels are. .

Hence it appears, . that the comparifon which we
make between the ripenefs of a fruit, and the ma-
~turity of a believer’s grace, cannot be carried intp
an exact parallel. For a perfe&t chriftian grows
far more than a feeble believer, whofe growth is
il obftruéted by the fhady thorns of fin, and b
the draining fuckers of iniquity. - Befides a fruit
which is come to its perfection inftead of growing,
falls and decays; whereas a &abe in Chriff is cal-
led to grow, till he becomes a perfect chriftian ;
—a perfe&t chriftian, till he becomes a difembo-
died fpirit;—a difembodied fpirit, till he reaches
the perfection of a faint glorificd in body and foul ;~=
and fuch a faint, till he has fathom’d -the infinite
gepths of divine perfection, that is, toall eternity.

or if we go on from faithto faith, and are {piritu-
ally changed from glory o glory by beholding God
darkly thre’ a glafi 'on earth; much more fhall we
experience improving changes, when we fhall /¢
Him as be is, and hehold him fzce 10 fact in various,
numberlefs, and ftill brighter difcoveries of him-

. {elf in heaven, If Mr. Hill did but confider this,

*
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he would no more fuppofethat ehiiffiah perfedion is
the pharifaic rickets, which put a ftop to the growth
of believers, and turn them-into ¢* temporary mon-
¢ flers,” Afgain: : '
Does awell-meant miftake defile “the confcietice #
You inadvertently encourage idlenefs and drunken-
nefs by kindly relieving an idle, drunken: beggar
who impofes upon your charity by plaufible lhes:
Is this loving érror a fin #—A blun&ring apothe-
cary fends you arfenic for alumj; you ufe it as
alum; and poifon your child; but are you a mur-
derer, if you gave the fatal dofe in love? Suppofer
the Tempter had fecretly mixed fome of the for- .
bidden fruit, with other fruits that Eve had law-
fully gathered for ufe; would fie have fined if
fhe had inadvertently eaten of it, ard given a fhare’
to her hufband ?  After humbly" confeffing and de«
ploring her undefigned error, her fecrer fault, her
accidental offence, her involuntary trefpafs ; would:
fhe not have been as innocent as’ ever —I go far--
ther' ftill, and afk:: May not a man, who holds
many right opinions be a perfect lover of the world
And, by aiparity of reafon, may not a man, who-
holds many awrong: opinions, be a perfel lover of
God? Have not fome Calvinifts died'with their
hearts overflowing with perfect love, ~and- their
heads full of the- notien, that God: fet his-everlaft— -
ing abfolute hatred upon myriads of men before

- the foundation of the world ?—Nay, is’it not eves

poffible, that a nran; whofe heart is renewed in-
Tove, thould, thro’ miffaker Yumility, or thro’ aveak-
#¢fs of underflanding, oppofe the NAME of chriffiun
fperfection, when he.defirés, and perhaps enjoys the:
THING ? ) ' »
" Once more: Does not St. Paul’s rule hold i
Spirituals, ‘as well'as in temporals: Jiis accepted ac—
vording towhata man bath, andnot according to what
be bathnot? Does our Lord adually require mere of
believers than tliey can adfually do thro’ his grace ¥ .
And'when they. do it to the beft of their power;.
does he. not fee fome perfedion- in their works, in--
Cz fignifican#r -
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fignificant 2s thofe works may be ?>~—Remove this:
immenfe heap of ftones, fays an indulgent father
«to his children; and be diligent according. to
your ftrength, While the eldeft, a ftrong man,
‘removes rocks; the youngeft, a little child, 1is as
.chearfully bufy as any of the reft in carrying fands
and pebbles. Now, may not his child-like obedi-.
" ence be as excellent in its degree, and, of confe-
quence, as. acceptable to his parent as the marly
.obedience of his eldeft brother ? Nay, tho’ he does
next to nothing, may not his endeavyurs, if they
are more cordial, excite a{mile of superior appro-
bation in his loving Father, who looks at the dif-
ofition of the heart, more than'at the appearanrce
of the work ? Had the believers of Sardis cordi-
.ally laid out a// their talents, would our Lord have.
. .complained that he did not find thejr avorks pER-
FECT bcfore God? Rev. iil. 2. And was it not ac-
cording to this rule of -perfection, that Chrift tefti-.
fied, The poor widow, who had given but swe
mites, had neverthelefs caft more into the treafury
than all the rich, #0’ they bad in much; be-
caufe, our Lord himfelf being judge, fhe had given
all that fbe bad? Now could fhe give, or did God
- require more than her a//? Anc% when fhe thus
 heartily gave her all, did fhe notdo [EVANGELI-
. gaLLY fpeaking] a PERFECT avork, according to
.her difpenfation and circumftances ? :

We flatter ourfelves that if thefe feriptural obfer-.
¥ations, and rational queries, do not remove Mr..
Hill’s prejudice, they will at leaft make way for a
more candid perufal of the following pages. -

¥ X K %
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SECTION IL

Several objeclions raifed ;gaizy? our doclrine are folved

merely by confidering the nature of chriffian perfelion..
—1It is abfurd to fay, that all our chriflian pers.

Section is in Yhe perfon of Chriff..

" Répeat it, if our'pions opponents decry the:
IA doctrine of chriffian perfection, it is_ chiefly thro”’
mifapprehenfion’; it being as natural for piows men.
to recommend ' cxalted piety, as for covetous per--
fons to extol great riches.. And this mifapprehen--
fion frequently {prings from.their-inattention to the-
natuie of chriftian perfe@tion. To prove it I need
only oppofe “our définition of chriftian perfetion
t()t%xe ‘oljeions, which are moft commonly raifed!
againtt our doftrine. -

I. ¢¢ Your doctrine of perfetion leads to pride,”—-
Impoffible !: if chriftian perfeCtion.is ‘¢ perfet hu--
s mility””’ - )

I1. ¢¢ It exalts believers;. but itis only to the
¢ ftate of the vainglorious pharifee.”—Impoflible !
If our perfe@ion is ¢¢ {erfefi bumifity,” it makes us-
fink deeper into the  itate.of the humble, juftified

ublican. . : - '

III. ¢ It fills. men with the conceit of their own:
¢ excellence, and makes them fay to a weak.
¢¢ brother, /I'aﬂd by, I am. bolier than thou.”—Im-
poffible again!" We do not preach pharifaic but
CHRISTIAN perfeclion, which confifts in ¢ peifec?
% poverty of Jpirit,” and in that ¢ perfel? charity,”
awhich waunteth not itfelf, bonours all meny and bearg
avith the infirmities of the avcak. '

IV, ¢ It fets repehtance afide.”’ Impoilible !
for it 1s ¢ perfelt repentance” . .

V. ¢ It will make us flight Chrift.”—More and
more improbable! How can * perfed foith” in
€hrift, make us flight Chrift? Could it be nwre
abfurd to fay, that the perfet’ love of Gud. wiil.
make us. defpife God ? L i
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VTI. ¢ It will fuperfede the ufe-of mortification:
& and watthfulnefs ;- for, if fin' is dead, what-
¢ neec} have we to mortify it, and to watch. againft
¢ g

This objeétion has fome plaufibility, T fhall:
‘therefore anfwer it various ways.—(1) If Adam,
in his ftate of paradifaical perfection, needed per~
fe&t watchfulnefs and- perfe&t mortification; how
much more do we need them, who find the trec of
the knoavledge of good and evil planted not only in the-
mid{t of our gardens, but in the midit of our-
‘houfes, markets, and churches,—(2) When we-
are delivered from /i, are we delivered from pecca--
‘bility and temptation? When the inward man of fin.
is dead, is the Devil dead ? Is the corruption that
s in the world deftroy’d ? And have we not ftill our-
‘five fenfes to keep with all diligence, as well as our:
bedrts, that the tempter may not enter into. us, or
that we may not enter into his temptations 2 —-
Laftly: Je,gs Chrift,~ as’ fon of Mary, was a.
{;}ﬁﬁ man ? ~ But how was he kept {0 to the end ?-

as it not by kéecping his mouth with a bridle, wbile - .
the ungodly was in his fighty and by guarding all his
fenfes with perfet afliduity, that the wicked one
might not touch him to his hyrt ? And if Chrift"
our head kept his human perfe@tion only. thro’
watchfuluefs, and conftant felf-denial ; is it not-ab=.
furd to fuppofe, that his perfect members can keep -
their perfepépl(i)on, without treading in his fteps ? .
_ VII. Another objection probably ftands in M,
Hill’s way : It runs thus: ¢ Your dcétrine of per--
¢ feCtion makes it needlefs for perfet chiiftians to.
¢ fay the Lord’s prayer: for if God vouchfafes-
¢ to keep us this day wiTHOUT SIN, we fhall have
¢ no need to pray at night, that God would for-.
¢ give us our trefpaffes as ave forgive them that tref~
¢ pafs againff us)

We anfwer :  (1): Tho’ a perfet chriftian does.
not trefpafs voluntarily, and break thelaw of love,.
yet he gaily breaks the law of Adamic perfetion, .
thro’ the imperfettion of his. bodily and mental:

powers ;-

~
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-powers: and he has frequently a deeper fenfe of!
-thefe involuntary trefpafles,. than many weak belie--
.vers have of their voluntary breaches of the moral:
law.. (2) Altho’ a perfe&t chrittian has a witneis
that his fins are now forgiven in the court of his
-eonfcience, yet he dnowws the- terrors of the Lord: he:
haftens to mest the awtul day of God: he waits.
-for theappearance of our Lord Jefus Chrift in the
weharalter of a righteous judge: he keeps an eye to.
the awful tribunal, before which he- muft foon e
Juflified’or condémned by bis awerds: he' is confcious:
that his final juflification 15 ‘not yet come; and: -
therefore he would think himfelf a monfter of ftu--
pidity and pride, if with an eye to his. abfolution.
m the great day, he fcrupled faying to the end of"
his life, Forgive us our trefpaffes.—(3) He is fur-.
rounded with finners, who daily trefpafs againft bim,.
and whom- he is daily bound to forgive; and his
:praying that” he may be forgiven now, and in the-
great day, as be forgives. others, reminds. him that-
hemay forfeit his pardod, and binds him more and
more to the performance of the important duty of.
forgiving his enemies.—And (4) His charity.1s fo.
ardent that it melts him, as it were, into the com--
-mon mafs of mankind: Bowing himfelf therefore,
under the enormous load of all the wilful trefpafles
which bis fellow-mortals, and-particularly his rela--
tives and his brethren daily commit againft:God, -
he fays with a fervor that imperfet chriftians fel--
dom feel:+ Forgive us our trefpaffes, &c—We are:
beartily forry for our mifdoings (my own,and thofe of
my tellow-finners:) The remembrance of them is:
%r]iwow nnto us: The burthen of them is intolerable.
Nor do we doubt, but, when the Spirit .af mourn-.
ing leads a numerous affembly. of fupplicants into
the vale of humiliation, the- perfon.who puts the-
- fhoulder of faith moft readily to the common burden-
of fin, and heaves moft powerfully in order to roll-
-the enormous load nto the Redeemer’s grave, is:
she moft perfet penitent—the moft .cxal. obferver:

4
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of the apoftolic precept, Bear ye one another’s bur--
densy and fo fulfil the law of Chriff ;- and, of confe--
quence, wedo not fcruple to fay, that' fuch a.
perfon is the moft perfelt chriffian in the whole.
affembly. -

.. If Mr. FEll confiders thefe anfivers, we doubt not'
but he will confefs that his oppofition- to chriffian:
perfection chiefly fprings from his inattention to our
definition of it, which I once more fum up in thefe:
comprehenfive lines of Mr: Welley., . '

- O let me gain PerfeCtion’s heighe!.

O let me into nothing fall!
(As lefs than nothing: in thy fight)
And feel that Chrift is.allin all !

VIII. Our opponents produce another plaufible
objection, which runs thus: ¢ Itis plain from:
¢ your account of chriftian perfeQion, that adult
¢ believers are freé from fin; their hearts bein
¢ purified by perfect faith, and filled with perfect:
love. Now fin is that which humbles zs, and-
drives ws-to Chrift, and theretore, if we were free"
from-indwelling fin, we fhould lofe a moft pow-
erful incentive to bumility, which is the greateft-

¢ ornament of. a true chriftian.”

We anfwer: Sin never humbled any foul. Whe
has more fin than Satan? And who is prouder f—.
Did fin make our firft parents humble? If it did’
not, why do our brethren fuppofe that its natureis.
altered for the better >~Who was humbler than
€hrifi ? butwas He indebted to fu for his humility 2
~—Do we not fee daily, that the more finful men-
are, the- prouder they are alfo ?—Did Mr. I’
never obferve, that the lol'er a behiever is, the
bumbler he thows himfelf ? And what is bolinefs, but
the rewerfe of fin ?—1f fin is neceffary to make us.
bumble,s and to keep.us near Chrift;. does it not
follow that. glorified faints,. whom all acknowledge
to be finlefs, are all proud deipifers of Chrit ?-me

X bumility is obedicnce, and if fin. is difobedience, is
- by

~ @«
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it not as abfurd to fay, that fz will make us bumile,,
1. e. obedient ; as it is to aflirm that redellion will
make us Joyal, and adultery, chafle?—See we not
fin enough, when we look ten or twenty years back,.
to humble us to the duft for ever, if fin can do
.it? Need we plead for any more of it in our, hearts.
or lives ?~If the fins of our youth do not humble:
.us, are the fins of our old age likely to do it >—If
.we contend for the life-of the man of fin, that he
may fubdue our pride; dowemot take alarge ftride
after thofe who fay, ¢ Letus fin that grace may
abound. Let us continue full of indwelling fin
that humility may increafe ?”—What is, after all,
the evangelical method of getting humility ? Is it
not to lpok at Chrift in the manger, in Gethfemane,
or on the crofs; to confider him when he wathes
_his difcipleg feet; and obediently to liften to him»
when he fays, Learn of ME to be meck and lowly in
_beart ?—Where does the gofpel plead the caufe of
the Barabbas, and the thieves within ? Where dogs.
+ it fay, that they may indeed be nailed to the crofg,
- and have their legs Broksns. but that their life muft
be left whole within them, left we fhould be proud
.of their death ?>~~Laftly : What is indwelling fin
but indwelling pride ? At leaft is not inbred' pride-
.one of the chief ingredients of indwelling fin .
And how can pride be productive of humility 2
Can a ferpent beget a dove # And will not men
. gather grapes from thoras, fooner than humility of

eart from-haughtinefs of {pirit? -
. IX. The ftrange miftake: which I dete&t, would
. not be fo prevalent among our prejudiced brethren,
if they were not deceived by the-plaufibility of the
following argument. ¢ When believers are hum-
_ ¢ bled for a thing they are humbied 4y it: But
¢ believers are humbled for fin; and therefore,

¢¢ they are humbled &y fin.” ,
The flaw of this argument is in the firft propo-
fition. We readily grant that penitents are hum-
‘#led for fin; or, in other terms, that they humbly
S o - TepepR
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repent of fir: But we deny that they are humbled
¥yfin. To fhow the abfurdity of the whole argu-
‘ment, Ineed only produce a {ophifm exactly paral--
lel. ¢ When people-are blooded for-a thing, they
are blooded by it :“But people are fometimes blood--
ed for a cold: And therefore people are fometimes-
blooded 4y a cold. :

X. ¢ We do not affert that all perfection is ima--
® ginary, Our meaning is that all- chriftian per--
A %e&ion is in Chriff ; and:that we are perfeét in.
* his perfon, and notin our own.”

Anf, If you mean by our being perfestonly &
Chriff, that we can attain to chriftian perfection no
other way, than by being perfectly grafted in bim, .
the truye wine;i and by deriving, like vigorous
branches, the perfei? fap of his‘ft:ﬁé?’righteoufnefs,«
to enable us to bring forth fruit unto perfefion ;.
we are entirely agreed: For we perpetually affert,
that nothing but Chriff in us the hbope of glory, no--
thing but Chriff dwelling in our bearts by faith, or,
which isall one, nothing but the law of 'the Spirit of*
Iife in Chrift Fefus, can make us free from the law of
Jfin, and perfect us in love. ‘ )

*  But, as we never advanced, that chriffian per--
fetion is attainable any other way, than by a faith.
that roots and grounds ws 1N CurisT; we doubt
fome myftery of iniquity lies hid under thefe equi-- .
vocal phrafes, ¢¢ All our perfection is in Chnft’s.
¢ perfon:~—We are perfet in him, and not in-
¢ ourfelves.”,

Should thofe who ufe them, infinuate by fuch:
Ianguage, that we need not, cannot be perfedt, By
an mherent perfonal conformity to God’ holinefs,
becaufe Chriffis thus perfe&t for us: Or fhould
they mean, that we are perfe? iz him, juft as coun-
try-free-holders, entirely ttrangers to ftate-affairs,
are perfect politicians in the knights of the Shire
who reprefent them in parliament :—as the fick in
an hofpital, are perfec?ly healthy in the phyfician,

" that gives them his attendance :—as the blind man.
-enjoyed perfect fight in Chrift when he faw walking
men:
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men like moving trees :—as the filthy leper was
_perfectly clean in our Lord, before he had felt the
“power of Chrift’s gracious words, I awill, e thou
lean :—or, as hungry Lazaras was perfedly fed in
the perfon of the.rich man, at whofe gate he lay
ftarving :—Should this, I fay, be your meaning,
we are in confcience bound to gppofe it, for the
:zgafons contained.in the following queries.

(1) If believers are perfed, becaufe Chrift is
perfe& for them; why dges the apoftle exhort
‘them to go an to perfection ? ;

(2) It all our perfe&tion is inherent in Chrift,
‘is it not ftrange, ‘that St. Paul fhould exhort us #
PERFECT hel wefs in the fear of Gody by cleanfing
-OURSELVES from ALL filthinefs of the flefb and fpi-
#it? Did not Chrift perfedt -bis oivz holinefs?
And will his perfonal fan&ity be imperfe®, till we
have cleanfed oxrfelves from e/l defilement ?

(3) IfChrift is perfe&t for us, why does St.
James fay, Let patieyce have her perfec® avork, that
XE may be perfeit ? Is Chrift’s perfeGtion fufpended
_upon the perfef? work of our patience?

" (4) Upon the fcheme wlhich I oppofe, what does
“St. Peter mean, when he fays, dfter YE have fuf-
ered a avhile, the Lord mafe you perfeci ? What
‘has our fuffering a while to do with Chrift’s - per-
fection ? Was not Chrift made perfed thro’ his own
Sufferings ? T
.(5) If believers were perfetin Chrift’s perfon,
they would all be egually perfect. But is this the
cafe? Does not St. John talk of fome who are
perfedied, and of others who are not yet made perfect
in love? Befides, the Apoftle -exhorts us to be
perfedt, not in antinomian notions, but in all the
“quill of God, and .in every good work; and common
fenfe ditates, that there is fome difference between
our good avorks, and the perfon of Chrift.

(6) Does not our Lord himfelf thow, that his

erfonal righteoufnefs will by no -means be ac-
cepted inflead of our perfonal perfeftion, where
he fays, ¢ Everybranch in me that beareth not ﬁ(uit
or
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for whofe fruit never grows to any perfection. See

Luke viii. 14.) my Father takcsh away, far from:

Jimputihg to it my perfect fruitfulnefs ” 2
(7) Can, in the nature of things, Chrift’s per-
fection fupply the want of that perfection which

he calls us to ? Is there not a more eflential dif- -
ference between Chrift’s perfection and that of a -

‘believer, than there is between the perfeétion of a
rofe and that of the grafs of the field ?—between
the perfeGtion of a foaring eagle and that of a
creeping infect ?—If our Lord is the head of the
¢hurch and we the members, is it not abfurd to.
fuppofe that his perfeftion becomes us in every
refpect? Were I allowed to carry on a feriptural
metaphor, I would afk: Is notthe perfetion of
the bead very different from that of the hand?
And do we not take advantage of the credulity of
the fimple, when we make them believe, that an
impenitent adulterer and murderer is perfett inm
Chrift; or, if you pleafe, that a crooked leg and
cloven foot ‘are perfectly handfome, if they do but
fome how belong to a beautiful face?

(8) Let us illuftrate this a little more. Does not
the Redeemer’s per/onal perfection confift in his bein
God and man in one perfon ;—in his being etémafg.
begotten by the Father as the Soz of God; and an<
Degotten’ in time by a father, as the Sozof man ;—in
his having given bis life a ranfom for all;—in his-
having taken it up again; and his fanding in the midft

of the throne, able to fave to the uttermoft all that come

unto Godtbro® him ? ~Confider this, candid believer,
and fay if any man or angel can decently hope,
that fuch an incommunicable perfection can ever
.fall to his fhare. :
(9) As the Redeemer’s perfonal perfeftion cane
not fuit the redeemed, no more can the perfonal
perfection of the redeemed be found in the Redeemer.
- A believet’s perfection confifts in fuch a degree of
Jaith as avorks by pERFECT Jove. - And does not this
. high degree of faith chiefly imply: * (1) Uninter-
rupted. felf-diffidence, felf-demial, felf-defpair?>—=
C Y (2) An

"
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(2) An heart-felt, ceafelefs recourfe to the blood,
merits, and righteoufnefs of Chrift >—And (3) A
grateful love to him, becanfe be” firfl loved us, and
fervent charity towards all mankind for bis jake 2
Three things thefe, which, in the very nature of
fhings, either cannot be inthe Saviour atall; 'or
cannot poflibly be in him,. in thefame manner in
which they muft be in believers.

(10) Is not the doétrine of our being perfe& in
Chrift’s perfon, big with mifchief? Does it not
open a refuge of lies to the loofeft ranters in the land ?
"Are there none who fay, We are perfeét in Chrift’s
perfon. In him we have per?‘e& chaftity and
h¥nefty, perfe@ temperance and meeknefs ; and we
fhould be guilty of pharifaic infolence if we patched
his perfection with the filthy rags of our perfonal
holinefs ? And has not this doftrine a diret ten-
dency to fet godlinefs afide, and to countenance
grofs antinomianifm ? - :

Lafily : When our Lord preached the dotrine of
perfeion, did he not do it in fuch a manner as to
demonflrate that our perfection. muft be. per/onal.
Did he ever fay, If thou avilt be perfed, only be- -
Tlieve that I am perfect for thee ? On the «contra
did he not declare, If thou avilt be perfelt, fell wbit
thoi haft ;' [part with all that ftands in thy way ;]
and follow me in the way of perfe@tion?—And
again: Do GooD to them that bate you, THAT YE
MAY BE the children of your Father avho is in beaven s
Jor be fendeth rain on the juff and om the unjuff, &c..
Be ye therofore PERFECT, even as your Father wwbo is
in heaven is perfet © Who can read thefe words
and not fee, that the perfetion which Chrift prea-

- ches, i8 a perfetion of holy difpofitions, produc-
“tive of holy ations in all his followers? And.
that, of confequence, it is a perfonal perfeltion, as .

much inberent 1N Us, and yet as much ‘derived FroM

_HIM, and dependent GPON HIM, as the perfection of

" our bodily health ? ‘Thd chief difference confifting
_in this; that the .perfection of our health comes
- : o .
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go us from God in Chrift, as the Godof nature;
avhereas our chriftian .perfeftion comes to us from
&6od in Chrift, as.the God of grace.

{ -

SECTION IV.

Mr. HivLU's fir/f argument againft chriffian perfeilion
is taken from the IXth and XVth Articles of the
Church of England. Thefe Articles properly under-
Slood are mot contrary to that dolftrine~~That our
"Church "bolds ity is proved by thirtcen argumentss—
She oppofes pharifaic perfedion and not chriftian
perfedlion—Eight reafons are produced to fbow, that
it is abfurd to embracc the doflrine of a death-
purgatory Becaufé onr reformers and martyrs, in
Jollowing after the perfection of bumiliy, have ufed

lome unguarded expreffions, wbich feem to bear bard
upon the doctrine of chriftian perfe&i'on, )

T N the preceding fedtions I have laid the ax at
1 the root of fome prejudices, and cut upa vari-
xty of objettions.  The controyerfial field is
“cleared. ‘The engagement may begin :. Nay, itis
‘already begun : fgri'lr Hill in his Creed for Per»
Jellionifls, and Mr. Toplady in his Caveat againft un-
Jound doflrines, have brought yp, and fired at our
deétrine two pieces of ecclefiaftica] artillery ;—the
I Xth and XVth Articles of our church : And they
canclude that the contents of ' thefe doétrinal can-
-~ nons abfolutely demolifh the perfection we contend
for. The report of their wrong-pointed ordnance,
-and the noife they make about our fubfcriptions,
;are Joud; bat that we need hot be afraid of the
thot, will, I hope, appear from the following ob-
fervadions

~ The defign of the XVth Art, of our church is

_pointed out by the title, ¢ Of Chriff alone without

fin” ~From this title we conclude, "that the fcope

and defign of the Agticle is not to fecure to Chr}ng
. &




the honour of being alome cLEANSED from firy
becaufe fuch .aw honour would be a reproach tor
his ariginal apd urzinte;rc?tcd purity, which placed:
him far above the need of clanfing. Nor does:
the Article drop the leaft hint about the impoffibility
of our being, cleanftd from fin before we go into the
gurgatory of the calvinifts; I medh, the chambers
of death. What our church intends,. is: to diftin-- .
guith. Chriff from all: mankind, and efpecially from
the virgin Mary, whoni the papifts aflsrt to have
been always totally free from original and actuak
fin. Our church does this by maintaining: ﬁr)-
Fhat Chrit was born without the leaft tajnf’of
original fin, and never committed any actual tranf--
grefiont — (2) That all other men, the virgip
Blary and tae moft holy believers not excepted, are
the very severfe of Chriff in, both thefe refpe@s ;.
all, being conceived in original fin, and offendin
in many things, even after baptifm®*, and wit
all the<helps which we have under the chriftian:
difpenfation, to keep us without fin from day to day.
——X;d therefore (3) That if we fay awe bave no
Jn—if we pretend, ‘like fome Pelagians, that we
have no.origingl fin ; or if we intimate, like fome
pharifees, that ¢ we never did any harm in all our
hfe,” i. e. that we have no affwal fin, we deceive
eurfelves, and the truth is not in us; there bei
abfolutely no adult perfon without fin in thofe:
refpetts, except our Lord Jefus Chrift, '
That this is the genuine fenfe of the Article
appears : (1) By the abfl'\;rdity which follows fro;;n

. % The Rev. Mr. Toplady in his Hifforic Preof, page 153,
informs us, .that a popith Archbithop. of St. Andrews condem-
ned Pat-ick Hamelton to death, for holding, among other doc-
trines, * That children incontinent after baptifm are sINNERS,”
or, which is all one, that baptifm does not abfolutely take away
eriginal fin. This anecdote is important, and fhews, that our
church levels at a popilh error, the words of her Articles, which
which Mr. H:ill and Mr. Toplady fuppofe to- be lovelled: aw
chsiftian perfoftion. B :



( 40 ) Sett. 4.

the contrary fentiment.  For, if thefe words,
¢ Cbriff ALONE awithoxt fin,” are to be taken in an
abfolute and unlimited fenfe ; if the word alone
entircly excludes all mankind, AT ALL TIMES;
if it is levelled at our deing cleanjed from fin, as
wellas at our baging been always free from original
and attual pollution ;—if this is the cafe, I fay, it
* is evidentthat, not only Fathersin Chrift, but alfo,
Enoch and Elijab, St. Fobn and St. Paul are to this
day tainted with fin, and muft to all erernity conti-
nue fo, left Mr. Hill’s opinion of Chrif ALONE
avihout fin, fhould not be true. - :

(2) Our fentiment is confirmed by the Article
jtfelf, partof which runs thus: ¢ Chrift, in
¢¢ the truth of our nature, was made like unto
*¢ us in all things, fin only except, "trom which
¢ he was clearly void, beth in his fleth and in his
¢ {pirit. He came to be a lamb without fpot :—
¢ and fin, as St. John fays, was not in him.
¢¢ But all we the reft, altho’ baptized and born
¢ again in Chrift,” [i. e. altho’ «ve have from our
infancy all the belps that the chriflian dijpenfation af-
Jords men to keep them awithout fin] ¢4 yet offend in
¢ many things” (afler our baptifm) *¢ and if we fay”
[as the above-mentioned Pelagians and pharifecs] ¢ that
¢ we have no” [original, or no afual] * fin,”
[i. €. that <ve are like Chrift in either of thefe refpefts s
our conceptiony infancy, childbood, youth, and age being
all taken into the account] ¢ we deceive ourfelves
¢¢ and the truth is not in us.” :

Having thus opened the plain, rational, and
fcriptural fenfe in which we fubfcribe to our X Vth.
Artcle, it remains to make a remark upon the

- Ninth.

Some bigotted Pelagians deny original fin, or the
Adamic infetion of our nature, and fome bigoted
Papifts fuppofe that this infetion is entirely done
away in baptifin: In oppofition to both thefe our
Church prudently requires our fubfcription to her
IXrth Article, which afferts : (1) That :bs fault and

“corruption
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oorrt%litm of our natyre is a melancholy reality : and"
¢2) That this fault, corruption, or infeltion doth res-.
main in them who are regeneyated; that is, in them.
who are daptized, or made ckildien of God according:
to the chrifian difpenfation. For every perfon who
has attentivcli' read our liturgy knows, that thefe:
expreflions, baptizcd, regenerated, And madé & mem=
ber of Chrift and' g child of Ged, are fynonymous in
the langunge of our chyrch. Now, becaufe we'
have acknowledged by our fubfeription to. the
Ninth Avrticle, that the #ifeflion of nature is not’
done away ir baptifin, but does remain in them avhich:
are regenerate, or baptized, Mr. Hill thinks himfelf
aathorizéd to.impofe upon us the yoke.of indwel--
ling fin. for life ; fuppofing that we cannot be fair-
‘fubfcribers to that Article, ynlefs we renounce the:
glorious liberty of God’s children, and embrace
the agtinomian: gofpel, which- is fummed. up in.
thefe unguapded "words of Luther, quoted by Bo-
fﬂt y in his Goldén Treafury®™. v The fins of a chrif~
Y tign qrefor bis goody. and'ift be bnd no fin be aould’
w0t be [o avell off s—ngither aveuld prayer flow for
“ quell " Canany thing be either more unfcriptura).
or abfurd #* What unprejudiced perfon does not fee,
- We may with the greateft confiftency maintain,.
that baptifm pogs NoT removethe Adamic infec~
‘Hop of fin, and that neverthelefs this infection.
MAY 3E removed BEFQRE. DEATH.. o
" Neverthelefs we are willing to make Mr. Hill alli
the conceflons we can, confiftently with a good con--
fcience. If, by ¢ the infedlion of nature” he under--
flands the natural ignerance, which has infofed our
wnderftanding ; the paturali forgetfulnefs, which
hus gffecled our memory :  the-inBred. debility of all’
ourmental powers, and the poifonous feeds of mor--
tality, which infec?’ all men from head to foot, and’
hinder the ftrongeft believers from ferving God’
with all the fervor they would be capable of, were:
they not fallen from paradifaical pertection, under
the curfe of a-bedy fentenced. to die, and dead be-
.. D3 ’ becanfe”

% Sea.the ed’tion printed in London in 1773. page 328
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becanfe of fin :—1If Mr. Hill, 1 fay, underftands this
by ¢ the infedtion of natare,” we believe that fuch
an infe&tion, with all the natural, innocent appe-
tite§ of the flefh, remains not only in thofe whom
. the fcriptures call dabes in Chriff, but alfo in Fa-
thers; there being no adult believer that may not
fay, as well as Chriff, Adam, or St. Paul, I thirfl.
— I am bungry.—1 want an belp meet for me.—1 knoze
but in part.—I fee darkly thro’ a glafs.—] groan being
burden’d.—He that marrieth SINNETH NOT.~—ltis
better to marry than to burn, &c. .

But, if Mr. Hill, by ¢ the infeSion of natare,”
means the fnful lufts of the fleth, fuch as mental
drunkennefs, gluttony,” whoredom, &c.—or, if
he underftands unloving,. diabolical tempers, fuch
asenvy, pride, ftubbornefs, malice, finful anger,
ungodly jealoufy, unbelief, fretfulncifs, _im‘pati~
‘ence, h rify, revenge, or any moral oppofition -
to the will of Gad 1uTF My, HOML T fayI,) R onder.
ftands this, by ¢ the infeition of nature ;” and if he
fuppofes, thatthefe evils muft radically and mecefla-
rily remain in the hearts of @/l believers [fathers in-
Chrift not excepted] till death comes to cleanfe the
Yhoughts of their hearts by the infpiration of hisilt-
Tmelling breath ; we muft take the liberty of dif-

enting from him; and we produce the following
arguments to prove, that wwhatever Mr. Hill ma
~ infinuate to the contrary, the Church of Englang.
is not againft that do@trine of evangelical perfection,
which we vindicate, '

- L. Our Church can never befo inconfiftent as to
Aevel her articles againft what fhe ardently prays
for in her liturgy: But fhe ardently prays for
ehriftian perfeCtion, or for perfet lovein this life :
“Thercfore fhe is not againft chriftian perfection.
"I'he fecond propofition of this argument can alone:
be difputed, and I <fupport it by the wel-known
eolleCt in the communion-fervice. ¢ CLEANSE
¢ the thoughts of our hearts by the infpiration of
¢ thy hely fpirit, that we may PERFEGTLY LOVE
¢¢ thee,
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“¢ thee, and woRrRTHILY MAGNIFY thy holy
¢ name, thro’ Jefus Chrit our Lord.” Here we
fee (1) The nature of chriftian perfeftion; it is
perfect love;  (2) The feat of this perfett love; anw
beart cleanfed from its own thoughts : (3) The blefled
- effe ofit, @aorthy magnifying of God’s holy name :
" (4) It’s author, God, of whom the blefling is afked.
(5) The immediate means of it, we injpiration of”
the holy Spirit: " And laftly, the gracious procurer
of it, our Lord fefus Chrifs. : '
© II. This vein of Godly defire after chriftian
perfection runs thro’ her daily fervice. In her
confeffion fhe prays, ¢¢ Reftore thou them that are
‘¢ penitent, according to thy promifes, &c. -that
4¢ hereafter we may LIVE & godly, rightcous, and
¢ fober LIFE to the glory of thy holy name."””
Now godlinefs, righteounfrefs, and fobriety being the
fum of our duty towards God, our neighbtour, and
ourfelves, are alfo the fum of chriftian perfection.
Nor does our Church abfolve any, but fuch as de-
fire that the reft of their life may be PURE and HOLY,
Jo that at the lafl they may come to God’s eternal joy ;
plainly intimating that we may get a pure beart,
and lead a pure and.boly kfe, without going into a
death-purgatory ; and that thofe'who do notattiin
‘to purity of heart and life, that is, to perfection,
are in danger of miffing God’ eternatjoy. :
- HI. Hence it is, that fhe is not athamed to pr?:y
‘daily for fiulefs purity, in the Te Deim : ¢¢ Vouchfafe,,
¢ O Lord, to keep us #his day avithout fin,’* that is,
Sindefs 5 for I fuppofe, that the titlé'of our XV'th
“Article, ¢¢ Of Chrift alene wiTHOUT s¥N,” means OF
CYriff alone s1NLESS from his conception to his laft
‘gafp,  ‘This deep petition is perfeétly agreeable
‘to the collefts for the ix, =xvii, xviii, and xixth
‘fundays after Trin.- ¢¢ Grant-go us the fpirit to:
‘¢¢ THINK, and Do ALwAYs fuch things as be
¢¢ rightll,—that we may be enabled to- L1vEe Ac-
¢ CORDING TO THY WILL,”—i, €. to. live cvith-
out fin.—*< We pray thee, that thy grace may af-
#¢ quays prevent and follow us, and make us to be
' - ' . ¢ continually

.
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« gontimally given to all good avorks.” c.—

¢ Graatthy people grace:'to withftand the temp--

¢ tations of the world, the fleth, and the deuil,.

¢ and with PURE bearss and mindi to follow thee.”
—¢¢ Mercifully grant, that thy holy Spirit may
¢ IN arLL 7uINGS dire®t and rule our hearts.”—
Again: ¢ May it pleafe thee, that by the whole--
-¢¢ fom medicines of the deltrine delivered by him:
¢ [Lute, the evangeliftand phyfician of the foul, J;

¢ ALL THE DISEASES OF OUR SOULS may be-

¢ healed,” &c. St Luke’s day.—** MORTIFY

% and KILL IN Us ALL vices” [andamong them:

envy, felfiffmefs, and pride;] ¢¢ and fo ftrengthen.
¢¢ us by thy grace, that by the xNNocENCY of our

¢ rives, and coxsTANCcY of our FAITH even.

¢ yNTO DEATH, we may glorify thy holy name,”

&c. The Innscents Day.—~ Grant us the help of

“ thy grace, that in. KEEPING THY GOMMAND-

¢ mMENTS wemay pleafe thee BorH 1¥ WILL and:

4¢ DEED.” 1 Swad. afts Trim —*¢ Dired, fandiify,,
¢ and govern both our HEARTs and RODIEs,

¢ ‘the ways of thy laws and in the-works of thy

*¢ commandments, that we may be preferved” ’[ir:-

. thofe- avays and aworks] ¢“ in BODY. and soyL.”—
* Preventus im AnL. our doings, &c. and Fum--

““ BHER uswith thy continuvar help ;" that in:

*¢ ALL our works BEGUN, CONTINUED; and END--

% £D in thee, we' may GLORIFY THY. HOLY¥
“ NAMES" Com. Service—Once more: ¢ Grapt:

* that in aLL our fufferings here on earth,. &g.

“ we may fledfafily look up to heaven, and by

% fuith behold the glory: that fhall be revealed;;

¢ and being Fer.LED with the Holy Ghoft, may

-4¢ learn to BLESS oOUR PERSECUTORS by the ex-
-¢ ample of thy firft maceyr,” &c. St..Stephen’s day..
- Xt is worth our notice, that dlefing our perjecutorsand.
ivnrllfr.er\_t, is the laft beatitude;. the higheft inflange:

-af chriftian perfetion, and the moft difficule.of all:
-theduties, which [if we may believe our Lord]
conftitute us perfef?; in our fphere, as our Ixaventy

' Fatbcri.ryrjg’. Sea Mat..v. 11, 44, 45, 48..
: ' IV, Perficzs

ep— . e — .
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IV. Perfet love, i. e. chrittian perfe&tion inftan-
taneoufly {prings from perfes? faith: and as our church
would have all her members perfet in love, fhe re-
quires them to pray thus for PERFECT faith, which
muit be obtained in this life or rever. ¢ Grant us
* fo PERFECTLY, and WITHOUT ALL DOUBT TO
¢ BeL1EVE in thy Son Jefus Chrift, thatour faith
¢ in thy fight may never be reproved.” * 8¢, Tho-
mas’s day. - '

" V. Our Lord teaches us to afk for the higheft
degree of chriftian perfection, where he commands
us When ave pray to fay, &c. Thy kingdom come : Thy
avill be done ON EARTH as itis in beaven. And our
- church, by introducing this deep prayer in all her
fervices, fhows how greatly - Mr Hill'is miftaken
when he fuppofes, that fhe looks upon our doctrind
of chriftian perfection as ¢ frocking.” T

" Should that gentleman object that altho’ our
church bids us pray for chriftian perfection in the
above-cited collets and in our Lord’s prayer, yet
fhe does not intimate - that thefe deep prayers may
be anfivered in this life: I oppefe to that argu-
ment, not only the word oN EARTH, which fhe {o
frequently mentions in the Lord’ prayer,-but alfo
‘her own words, ¢¢ Everlafting God, who art mork
¢ ready to hear than we to pray, andart wont to
¢ give MorE thanwe defire, &c. pour down upon
¢¢ us the ABUNDANCE of thy mercy, &c. xii. Sund.
after Trin. Mr. Hill muft the'r:gre excufe us, if
we fide with our praying Church, and are not atha-
med to fay with St. Paul, Glory be to bim that is able
to do excceding ABUNDANTLY ABOVE ALL THAT ~
WE ASK or think, according to the power that WORK«
ETH IN us. Eph, iii. 20, : 4

VI. That our church cannot reafonably be
againft chriffian’ perfeltion, 1 farther prove thus:
What the church of England recommends as the
end of baptifm, can never be contrary to her doc-
“trine. But fhe recommends a DEATH UNTO SiN,
or chriftian perfetion, as the'end of baptifin: There-
fore fhe cannot be againft chriflian pédeﬂim.f 'I‘-hg

- econ
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fecond- prapofition,. which alone.is difputable, E

rove by thele words of. her Catechifm: ¢ What
1s the inward or fpiritual grace in- baptifm ? A
DEATH UNTO.5IN, and a new birth unto righte-
oufnefs.”—Hence fhe prays at the grave, ¢ We
befeech thee to rRAIsE us from THE. death of fin to
the life of righteoufnefs, that when we fhall depart
this life we may reft in him” (C4rif.) Now, that
a death to fin, is the end of baptifm, and that this
end is never fully anfwered. till this death has fully
taken place, is evident by the following extralt
from. our, baptifmal office : ¢¢ Grant that the old:
¢ Adam in this perfon may be fo sURIED, that
¢ the new man may be raifed up in him\—Grant
¢¢ that ALL CARNAL AFFEcrions” (and confe-
quently all the carnal mind, and all inbred fin}
*‘may p1E 1N kIM; andthat ALL THINGS belong-
4¢ ing to the fpirit may L1vE and grow in him.—
* Grant that the perfon now to be baptized may
¢¢ receive the FULNESs OF THY GRAcE.—Grant,
¢ that he BEING DEAD TO. sIN, and living to
¢ righteoufnefs, and being BuriEDP with Chrift in
¢ his death, may cruyciFy the old man, and
¢ UTTERLY AEOLISH the WHOLE BODY OF SIN.”
How canp we maintain with our church, that we
are to CRUCIFY, MORTIFY, [i.e. kiLr,] and
UTTERLY. ABOLISH THE. WHOLE BODY QF SIN
fo as to be DEAD. TO sIN, andto have THE oLD
-ApaM BURIED in this life; and yet hold with Mr..
Hilly that this awbole body of fin, which WE ARE
. "UTTEREY TO ABOLISH is to remain wholly and

witerly un-abolifbed till. death. come to abolifh it ?

. VII. Our Church is not againdt that end of the:
Lord’s fupper, which fhe conftantly inculcates: But
that end of the Lord’s fupper, which fhe conitantly
-inculcates is ehriffian perfedlion: Therefore our
church is not againtt ¢hriffian perfetion. The fecond
propofition, which alone needs proof, is founded
.upon thefe deep words of our communion fervice.

- % Grant us fo to cat the fleth of thy dear fon Jefus.

- ¢ Chgift, and to. dsink . bis bloed, that our finfuk

: o ¢t bodies.
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4¢-bodies may be MADE cLEAN by his body, and-
“¢ our SOULS WASHED thro’ his precious '{)lood,
¢ and that we may EVERMORE DWELL IN HIM
and HE 1N vs.,”  Thefe words exprefs the height
.of chriftian perfection, nor has the Lord’s fupper
had its full end upon us, tilt that prayer is anfwered.

VIII. Our church is 'not againft'-what the confi-
ders as the end of Chrift’s nativity, and ofhis being
‘prefented in the temple. But what the confiders
as'that end, is chriflian perfetion : Therefore the is
mot againit chriffian perfeion. The fecond propofi-
tion of this argument is founded, (1) Upon the
proper preface for LChriftmas-day in the communion
‘fervice. ¢¢ Chrift, &c. was made very man, &¢.
“¢-without fpot of fin, to make us CLEAN FROM
ALL sIN:” And (2) upon thefe words of the col-
Ject for the prefentation of Chrift in the temple :
¢ We humbly befeech thee, that, as thy only
begotten fon was prefented in the temple infub-
ftance of our fleth; fo we may be piziented unto
ithee with PURE and CLEAN HEARTS.”

IX. The fame argument holds good with ref-
pect to our Lord’s circumcifion, his keeping of the
paffover with  unleavehed bread, his afcending into
sheaven—and his fending the Comforter from thence.
‘That, according to our church, ‘the end of thefe
events was our chriffian perfeflion ‘appears by the
following extradts ‘from her collefts. ¢¢ ‘Grant us
the true circumcifion of the fpirit, that our bearts
and ALL our members being MorTIFIED from ALL
worldly and carnal lufts, we'may 1v ALL THINGS

‘obey, &c. [The circumiifion’ of Chriff.}J—Grant us’
50 to PUT AwAY the leaven of malice and wicked-
néefs, thatwe may ALwAY ferve thee in PURENESS
of living'and truth. [r Suad. afier Eaffer.] Grant,
&c. that we may 4lfo. 1N ‘HEART AND MIND thi-
ther [t0 heaver] afcend, and with him [Chriff] con-
TINUALLY DWELL, &c. Afien. Day~~Grant us,
by the fame {pirit, to “have a rrcut judgment in
ALL things, and EVERMORE to rejoicein his HoLY
LOMFORT, [Wbitfunday.]

X. Our
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X. Our Church cannot reafonably oppofe what
the ardently withes tq all her communicants, and
what fhe earneftly afks for and {trongly recommends
to all her members : But fhe thus withes, atks, and
recommends deliverarce from all fins and perfel
charity, that is, CHRISTIAN PERFECTION: And
therefore fhe cannot be againft CHRISTIAN PER-
rFectioN., The fecond propofition is founded, (1)
Upon thefe words of the abfolution, which fhe
gives to all her communicants. ¢¢ Almighty God,
¢¢ &c, pardon and DELIVER YOU FROM ALL YOUR
¢¢ §INS, CONFIRM AND STRENGTHEN YOU IN
¢ ALL 6oopNEss.” — (2) Upon her collect for
quinquagefima funday : ¢¢ Send thy Holy Ghoft,
¢ and POUR INTO OUR HEARTs that MosT EX-
¢ ceLLENT GIFT of charity, the VERY BOND of
¢¢ peace and of ALL VIRTUES:” (St Paul calls it
the 3oxD'OF PERFECTION.,)—And (3) Upon the
definition which fhe gives us of Charity in her
homilies, , ¢ Charity [ /ays fbe] is to love God
¢ with ALL our heart, ALL our foul, and ALL
¢ our powers and firength. — With ALr our

¢ heart : that is to fay, that our heart, mind, and

<¢ ftudy be fet to believe his word, and to love -

"¢ him' above ALL thinge, that we love beft in

¢¢ heaven or in earth. With ALL our foul : that
¢ is to fay, that our chi¢f joy and delight be fet
¢¢ upon him, and our evhol life given to his fer-
¢¢ vice.—With ALL cur power: that is to fay,
that with our hands and feet, with our eyes and
¢¢ ears, our mouths and tongues, and with ALL our
¢¢ parts and powers, BOTH OF BODY AND SOUL,
¢ we fhould be given to the KEEPING of his com-
¢ mandments. This is the principal part of cha-
¢ rity, but it is not the whole : For charizy is alfo

-~

_*¢ toloveevery man, izod and evil, friend and foe,
© ¢ whatfoever caufe .
Hom. on Charity—*¢ Of charity he [8t. Fobn] fays,

given to the contrary.”

¢¢ He that doth keep God’s word and command-
¢ ment, IN HIM IS TRULY THE PERFECT LovVE

- * or Gop, &c. AndSt. John wrote not this as

. . LIPS
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¢ a fubtle faying, &c. but as a MosT crTALN
¢ and NECESSARY truth.” Hom. of Faith, Part11.
=t Thus it is declared unto you, what true
¢¢ charity or cbriffian love is, &c. which love wio-
¢ SOEVER KEEPETH, not only towards God, whom
¢.he is bound to love above all things, but alfo
“ towards his neighbour, as well friend as foe, it
¢ SHALL SURELY KEEP HIM FROM ALL OFFENCE
- ¢ or God, and JUST OFFENCE OF MAN.” Hoin,
of Charity ; Part Il.=Again: *¢ Every man per-
¢¢ fuadeth himfelf to. be in «chariy, but let ﬁm
¢¢ examinehis own heart, his life and converfa-
% tion, and he ¢hall truly difcern, whether he be
“ in PERFECT charity ornot. For he that follow
“¢ eth ot his own will, but giveth himfelf earneftly
“¢ to God, to do ALz his will and commandment,
“¢ he mdy be fure that he leveth Ged above all
¢¢ things, orelfe furely he loveth him not, what-
*¢ foever he pretend.” Hom. on Charity—~—Qnce
more: ¢ PERFECT Patience careth not what, nor
¢ how much it fuffereth, nor of whom it fuffereth,
“¢ whether of friend or foe, but ftudieth to fuffer
* innocently. Yea he in whom PERFECT charity
¢ ig, careth folittle to revenge, that he rather
¢ ftudieth to do good fot evil, according to the
¢ moft perfe&t example of Chrift upon the crofs—
¢ SucK cHARITY andlove as Chrift fhewed in his
¢ paffion, thould we bear one to another, if we
¢¢ will be hiserae fervants, If we love but them
*¢ that love us, what great thing dowedo? We
¢ muft bePERFECT M2 0ur charity, evenas our Fa-
* ther in heaven is PerFECT.” . Hom for Good

: Fri‘la_’o v V
XI. That ftate which our church wants all her
priefts to bring their flocks toy is net a ¢¢ thocking”
or chimerical ﬁate : But fhé wants all her Priefts to
bring all their flocks to perfectnefs in Chriff,” that is
o chriffian perfection: And therefore the ftate of
chriflian perfedlion is neither ﬂxockin{gnor chimericals
The minor, which alone is conteftable, refts upon
this awful part of the chaége, which all her bifhops
: : ‘ _give

-«
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give to her priefls. ¢ See that you never ceafe
4¢ your labour, care, and diligence, until you have
4¢"done aLy,that lieth in you, to bring ALL fuch
#¢ as fhall be committed to your charge, unto that
4t agreemént of faith, and that ripene/s and PER-
£ FECTNESS of age in Chriff, that there be nNo
¢¢ place left among  you for.error in religion, or
¢ wicioufnefs in life.” Ordin. Qffice.

XII. Nor is our church lefs firi¢t with the laity
than with the clergy ; for fhe receives none into
her congregation, but fuch as-profefs a determina-
Aion of coming up to .chrifiian perfedtion. Accord-
ingly all her members have folemnly promis’d and
oww'd by their fponfors at their baptifm, and in
their own perfons when they were confirmed by the
bithop : (1) To renounce the devil and ALL bis avorks,
dbe pomps and wanities of this wicked aorld without
referve, and ALL the finful lufls of the flefb: (2) To
Believe ALL the articles of the chriftian faith; and (3)
o xggp Gop’s holy swill and COMMANDMENTS,
anvd WALK in the fame ALL the days of their life.
And is not this vowing to perfed holinefs in the fear
of God? Does the firft part of this facred engage-
‘ent, leave any .room for a moment’s agreement
with the devil, “the world, or the flefh ? Does the
fecond make the leaftallowance, for one doubt with
refpe&t to any one article of the chriftian faith ?
d©r the third, for one wilful breach of God’s com-
_mandments 7—Again, are not thefe commandments
thus fumm’d up in our Church-Catechifm: [

* Jearn in them my auty towards .God, which isto love
bim with all my heart—and my duty towards my neigh-
boury which is to leve him as myfelf? Is not this
perfeld lowe, or chriflian- pefellicn? And have we

‘not wow'd to avdlk in the fams allthe days of our life ?
As many church-men therefore, as make confci«
ence of keeping their baptifmal vow, muft not only
g0 on, butattain, umro perfeciion; andif there have
"béen no perfeét chriftians in our Church, all her
‘members have died in the aétual ‘bresch of the aw-
ful promife, which they made in their baptifm;
A fuppofition too fhocking cither to make or allow,
]
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. If you afk, Where are thofe perfect churclimets
or chriftians ? I anfwer: that if the perfz? love
that keeps the commandments is unattainable,. our
.baptifinal vow is abfurd and deteftable ;. for it is
both irrational and very wicked to vow things: .
-abfolutely impoffible. But this is not all: upon.
that fuppofition the bible, which makes fuch tre--
quent. mention of the perfec? and of perfection, is
no better than a popith legend;. for that book
ought to rank among religious romances, which:
recommends imaginary things as if they were in-
dubitable realities. So fure then .as the bible is.
'fue, there are.or may lv PERFECT CHRISTIANSZ

ut .

: Virtutem incolumem-odimus,

Sublatam ex oculis quarimus invidi.-

« While we honour dead faints, we call thofe who
are alive enthufiafts, hypocrites, or heretics: ’*
It is not proper therefore, to ‘expofe ‘them to the
darts of enyy and malice. And fuppofe living
witneffes of perfe@t love were . produced, what
would be the confequence? Their teftimony
wopld be excepted againft by thofe who difbelive
the dotrine of chriftian perfection, juft as the tefti--
mony of the believers, who enjoy the feufe of
their juflification, is rejefted by thofe who do noet
believe, that a clear experience of the peace and
pardoning love of God is attainable in this life..
If the original, dire¢t perfetion of Chriff himfelf,
was hotribly blacken’d by his bigotted oppofers,.
how could the derived, refleCted perfection of "his.
members, efcape the fame treatment from men,,
whofe hearts are tinctured with a degree of the:
fame bigotry ? . : o

-Add to this, that in order to harden unbeli¢--
vers, the accufer of the brethren perpetually obitrudes:
upen the church, not only. falfe witnefles of per-
doning grace, but alfo vain pretenders to perfsi? lbove =
For.he knows, that by putting off as many counter~
feits as he poffibly cant he will give the encmies

TR 2 <
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of the truth room to fay, that there is in the
church no gold purified feven times,~no coin truly

flamped with the king's image, perfed love ; and |
.Ermg the royal inicription, Holinefs. anto the
4§. o
Therefore, inftead of faying, that this or the
other eminent believer has attamed chriftian per-
feftion, we reft the caufe upon the experience of
St. John, and of thofe with. whom that apofile-
could fay :—T bere is no occaffon- of flumbling in bim:
sbat loveth—Herein is onr love made perfeld, that we-
may have boldnefs in the day of judgment, becaufe
. [with refpeét to. holinefs} as he is [in his human.
nature] so ARE WE N THIS WORLD—pure, un-
defiled and filled' with perfe&t love; with this dif="
ference neverthelefs, that he is in the kingdom of
glory, and we in the kingdom of grace : He has a
glonfied, and we a corruptible body : ‘He has the
-original perfeCtion of a tree, and we the derived
perfection of branches growimg upon it. Or, to
ufe another comparifon, He fhines with the com-
municative perfetion. of a pure, bright, unextin-
uithable fire; and we with the borrowed and yet
wherent perfeétion of a coal entirely lighted. -The
burning mineral was ‘black, cold and filthy, before
3t was 1mpregnated with the perfetion of the fire ;
it continues bright, hot, and pure only fo long as
it remains in the fire that kundled it & For ié it
Us

§ Among the profeffors, who have lately fet up as witneffes
of fp«fefl love, 1am not a little furprized to find Mr. Hill-him-
felf : This gentleman, who has treated Mr. #¢/ley with fuch
feverity, for ftanding up in defence of perfe& love, or chriftian
perfe&tion, MosT. sOLEMNLY ranks himfelf among the pER-
FECT LOVERS of their neighbour, yea of their ADVERSARIES

- Hlear him make his aftonithing profeffion before the world, at
the end of his pamphlct, called The adwonifber admonifbed =—
¢ I MoST SOLEMNLY DECLARE” [fays he] “‘that I am 1n
& PERFECT CHARITY WITH Dr. Apawms, aswell as witu
4¢ vou, Sir, my unknown ANTAGoNIsT.” I never yet heard
a pesfeétionift make fo SoLEMN, and fa PUBLIC & profeflion of

 perfeét love. :




falls from it by any accident, the fhining perfectiors
which it had acquired gradually vanifhes,- and. it
becomes a filthy cinder, the black emblem of an
yﬁate. So true is that faying of our Lord!

Tthout me, or rather, feparate from me ye can doé
uothing : Ye can aelther get nor keep, light and-
heat, knowledge and love. But, when we kve uot,
and Chriff liveth in us; when owr Life is hid with: -
Chrift in God, when we duwell in.God and God duwells
in us ; then it is, that our Jowe is made PERFECT,
ang that [loving one another even as Chrift hath loved:
ws) as be is loving, so ARE WE IN THIS WORLDs.
1 John, iv. 17. ¢

Such was the avowed experience of FATuERS 15+
CHRrIsT in the apoftolic times, and fuch it undoubt--
edly is alfo in our days. Nor can I perfuade my--
felt that eur church trifles with her: children when:
fhe defcribes the perfect. Chriftian thus, -in her
Homily for good Friday.. ¢ HE.IN WHOM PER--
¢ YECT CHARITY 18} careth fo little to revenge, that
& be rather fludieed to de good for evil, according te-
¢ the MOST. PERFECT example of Chriff upon: the:.
“ crofs” . '

XIIL.. If Mr. Hill replies,that our church fpeaks.
there of a mere non-entity ; and that we can never’
Rave a grain:of perfes? charity in this life, becaufe
the old leaven. of indwelling fin will always corrupt
the fweetnefs of. our tempers. before God; I an-
fiver his objeftion by producing my laft proof, that-
our church holds the very dodtrine, for which we:
are called perfeioniffs, "Hear her prefling perfec®
love- and purity upon all her communicants, and
upon ‘all her teeble children:. (1) Upon all her -
communicants : ‘¢ Have @ LIVELY and STEDFAST:
BAITH i Chrift, $Sc. and be in.PERFECT CHARITY'
with ALL men.”” Com. Qffice.—And (2) Upon all
her feeble children. 745 your poaver be weak, [fays.
fhe to them] yet Chrift is-rifen again 1o firengthen you: -
in your battle : His Holy Spirit fball belp your infirmi~.
tiése  Intrafl of bis mery take you. in hand to PURGE
"THI3 OLD LEAVEN OF SINy that corrupteth and!

' E g ) © o foutetls:
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Joureth the fieetnef; of our Fife before God's that ye may-

. be as NEW and frefb dough, VOID OF ALL SOUR'LEA~-

VEN of wickednefs';, 80 SHALL YE SHOW yourfelves to

&2 SWEET bread to God,  THAT be may have bis DE-
LIGHT.IN You? [Hom. on the Refur.]

Al the preceding arguments fupport our fenfe of
the IXt and XVth Articles - And if Mr. Hill.
urges, that our Church contradiéts herfelf, and:
fometimes "pleads for chriftian-imperfection and a
_death-purgatory ; we reply, that, suprosING the-
chargeis well grounded; yet we ought rather to.
follow her, when fhe- foberly follows fcripture, than.
when fhe haftily follows. inconfiftent Augsfiin. But:
we would rather-hope; that. when fhe {peaks of hu--
man depravity in a manner, which feems to bear
hard  upon- the preceding: quotations, it is either-
when flic fpeaks of human depravity in general; or-
when fhe inculcates the:perfedion of humility ; or-
when fhe- oppofes the feigned perfection of thofe,.
whom fhe ironically calls ¢¢ prowd, juff, PERFECT, -
and HoLY' PHARISEES.” Hom, on the miféry of man..
~From thefe; and the  like words therefore, we-
have as'much reafon to conclude, that fhe renoun--
ces true, chriftian boline/i; as to infer,. that fhe de--
cries true; chriftian perfeition. Befides, the delu-.
fion: of thofe pharifees, who have-miffed-a perfec-
tion of cvangelical righteoufnefs and bumility, and have:
attained a perfection of felf-righteoufuc/i and pride, is:
fo horrible, and: fo. diametrically oppofite-to the-
fpirit of chriflianity; that: our reformers deferve to.
be excufed, if they have fometimes oppofed - that.
error in an unguarded manner;_efpecially as they-
have fo clearly and fo frequently aflerted the glori-«
ousliberty of God’s children, .

I @all clofe- this -vinditation of the church of- -
England by fome remarks upon her-¢¢ martyrs,”"
whom Mr; Hill produces alfo in his creed; to keep -
the doftrine- of cbriffian imperfection in -counte--

“=mance..

(1) If any of our martyrs, fpeaking of his con-.
. verted;, renewed; and fantified_ftate, faid, «+1- an;
all;
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all fin,” or words to that purpofe, he fpoke the:
words of unguarded humility, rather than the words.
of evangelical fobernefs: For a man may have-
grace and zeal enough to burn for oxe truth, with-
out having time and prudence enough, properly to.
inveftigate and flate every truth,

(2) In our ftate of weaknefs, the very perfeftion.”
‘of bumility, nmay betray an injudicioxns martyr into the.
ufe of expreflions, which feem to clafi with the:

lorious liberty of God’s children :- juftas an excef>
five Jove for our frienda may betray us into an inju--
dicious and teafing officioufnefs.

-(3) When.a martyr confiders himfelf in-his fa/~-
Zn ftate in Adam, "or in his former ftate of difobe-
‘dience; he may fiy, ¢ Lam-allfin,” in the very
fame fenfe in which St. Paul faid, Zam.the cb:b"?"

wners. But, allow himr time to explain himfelf,
and he will foon give you to underﬁand;. that he-
rejoices in the teflimony of a.good confiience, purged from.
déad avorks to ferve the living God$, and that, tar from.
harbouring any fin in himfelf, he is determined to.
[iriv@againfl fin in others ;: refifling unto blood. And’
is not fuch a difpofition as this, one of the higheft.
feps in the ladder of chriffian perfection? )

(4) Hence itappears that the unguarded expref--
fions of our martyrs were levelled at pharifaic pride,.
or at abfolute perfeétion, and not at chrifiian perfedtion..
Like fome pious Calviniftsin our days,.they embra-
ced chriftian perfection. in dé.d, whilft [thro® mif-
apprehenfion] they difclaimed it in word. And
therefore their fpeeches againit the glorious liberty

- of God’ children fliow only, that'cﬁriﬁian perfec-.
tion is a perfe®ion of bumility and kwve,.and not a.
perfeltion of auwifdom and knowledge,

- (5) Ifitcan be proved that any of thofe, who
rank among our martyrs, died' full'of indiveclling-fin, .
F will not icruple to fiy, that he died a RiGoT, and:
not a MARTYR : For, to die fulk of indavelling-fin is.
to die full of fecret obftinacy and uncharitablenefs,
and St. Paul declares, that, were an apoftle himfelf
to give his-body to be burned in fuch a difpofition, J#-
swuld profit bim nothing,. : -
T (6) As
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(6) As many brave englifhmen have laid down:
their lives i the field of battle, to defend their
country againit the French without being properly
acquainted with the liberties and boundaries of the

. Britith empire : S5 many proteftants have laid down.
their lives in Swmit)ficld, to dcfend their religion
againft the papifts, without being acquainted with
-all the land-marks, which divide the land of fpiri-
tual Jrael from that of the PiJiflines, and perfe®
chriftianity from autinomian dotages.

(7) 'The jews can produce their martyrs as well
as the proteftants. The Maccabees, tor example,
died all entirely futisficd with the 2Zyaic covenant,.
and firangers to the tranfcendent ¢lory of the chrif=-

- tian difpenfation. But is this a futhicient reafon for

preferting judaifm to chrijfiianity ?—Y es, if Mr. Hill:
1sin the right, when he decries the duétrine of per--
Je faith and perfect love, and impofes upon us the
dotrine of a dearh-pu gatory, becaufe fome good.

men formerly died without having clear views of” -

the dotrine of chriffian perfefion; tho’ like men.
that eat honey in the dark, they tafted it’s fgeet—
nefs, and delightfully experienced its power, i

(8) To conclude: I am perfuaded, that, were:

all our reformers and martyrs alive, none of them:
would object to this argument, which fumsup thg:
doctuine of the church of England with refpec to-
purgatory. 1f death cleanfes us from indwelling fin,

1t is not Chrift’s bloed applied by the {pirit thro’
fuith.—But Y%e ONLY PURGATORY avbercin. ave-

[chriftian men] #ruf to be faved, is the DEATH AND.

5LooD OF CHRIsT, which, if we apprebend with a:

TRUE AND STEDFAST FAITH, i PURGETH and’
@LEANSETH s yﬁvm ALL ourfins. The nroop of

Chrift, fajs St. Fobny, HATH CLEANSED a5 fyom ALL.
fine . Hom. on Prayer, Part iii.—Therefore, the doc~
trine that death, &c. cleanfes us from indwelling fin 5-
or the doltrine of a death-purgatory, is as contrary,
to the docrine of our church,, us to.that of St..
John.. . . -
- P . N 3 E C 'Eov
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SECTION V.

- Mr. HILL intimates that the apofiles were imperfeldio-
nifls.—St. PETER and St. JAMESs, far from plead~
ing for 4 DEATH-PURGATORY, fland up for
CHRISTIAN PERFECTION, "

HEN Mr. Hill has fo unadvifedly broughs
the church of England againft us, itis not
furprizing to fee him prefs four apoftles ¢¢ Peter,
$¢ Paul, fames and Fobm,” into the field to ¢ car
¢ up” [as he calls it] * o0t and branch my favourite
$¢ doflrine of perfection.” Never were thefe holy
men fet upon a more- unholy piece of work. Me-
thinks I hear them fay, Let. Mr., Hill rank us with
-the Gibeonins: Let him make us bewers of wood to
“the congregation for ever; but let him not fet vs.
upon cutting up root andbranch the lovel{ and fruie~
ful tree of chriffian perfeBion—Happily for that
‘rare tree, Mr. Hik# produces only the mame of the
-apoftolic wood-men, while we produce their aw,
and fhow that they lay it at the root of antinomian--
ifm ;—a deadly tree this, which is to our favourite
-tree, 'what the fatal tree in paradife was to the tree
‘of life. Mr. Hill appeals firft to Paer: Let then
- Peter firft anfwer for himfelf. e
I. Where does that apoftle plead for chriftian
imperfection, and a death-purgatory ¢ Is it where
he fays, As HE, who bas calledyon, is HOLY ; sO.
be ye HOLY in ALL manner of converfation :~—Seting
you bave purified your fouls, &c. love one another-
"WITH A PURE HEART FERVENTLY :=—=Chrifi—lft
"US an EXAMPLE, #hatye fbould FOLLOW HIS STEPS ;
who did No s1N—avbo bare our fins, that WE, being.
DEAD TO SIN, /hould LIVE TO RIGHTEOUSNESS :—
Forafmuch then as Chriff hath fuffered for us in the
Sefby arm yowrjélves avith tlhe sAME MIND ; for be
that bas fuffered in the flefh, bath cEASED FROM SIN::
—The God of all grace, &c. afiér that ye bave fuf~
Jeved a while make you PERFECT 2 Had Peter becn
. , again}:

A
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againft our dotrine, is it probable that he would
thus have excited believers to attain perfection ;-
withing it them as we with our flocks be peace of
-&od 'w%/'té paffes all underflanding ? _

If that apoftle pleads not - for the neceflary in-
dwelling of finin his £/ epiftle, doth he do it in
the fecond? " Is it where he fays, that Exceeding
great and frea'om promifis are given usy that by thefe
e might be PARTAKERS OF THE DIVINE NATURE,.
.baving ESCAPED THE POLLUTISN THAT 135 IN THE
WORLD THRO LUsT ? Is there indwelling fin in
the divine nature? And can thofe people, whofe
heart is ftill full of {in and indwelling corruption,
be faid t0 bave efcaped the pollution that is in the world
#rd’ luff ? Might tot a man, whofe lungs are ftill
full of dangerous ulcers, be faid with asmuch pro-
Ppriety to bave ¢fcaped the mifery that isn the avorkd
-thro’ confumptions $=—=Is it where St. Perer defcribes
chriftian perfettion, and exhorts believers to at-
tainit, or to rife higher in it, by adding with i’
diligence, o faith, wirtue—to wvirtue, kuowledge
semperance — patience — godlinef/i—brotberly kindncfi—
.and charity, the key. of -the arch, and the bond of
perfection P———]s it where he ftates the difference
between fallen believers,” weak believers, and-per~
fe€ chriftians; hinting, that the firt rack
thefe things, 1.e. chriftian graces : that #hefé things.
ARE in the  fecond :—and that they ABoUND in the ¢
third? Or is it- where he bids us BE DILIGENT, - -
that we may be found of God WITHOUT SPOT AND
sLAMELESs ? For my part, I do not fee here the
fhadow of a-plea for the rooz- of every evil in the-
heart -of believers till they die, any more than for-
. thefruit of adultery, murder, and inceft in their-
life tillthey go henee. : .

But what principally frikes us in Mr, Hill’s ap~
al to St. Peter is, that altho’ Peter was naturally
ed by his fubject to fpeak of the meceffary indwelling’
of finin our heart during the term of life, if that-
doctrine had been true; yet he does not fo much
- g8 drop a- hint about it, ‘The defign of his firft
- . epiftie
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sepifle is undoubtedly to confirm believers, undée
.the fiery trials which tlieir faith meets with, 2=
.are kept, {;azs he, &y the power of God, thro’ [obe-
-dient] faits unto falvation, wherein ye greatly rejoice,
20’ now for @ feafon (if need be) ye arein heavine/s
2bré’ manifold-temprations.  What a fair opportunity-
had Peter to fay here, without an if' need be, ¢ You
4 MusT. be in beavinegfi, not only thro” manifold
TEMATATIONS, but alfo thro’ the REMAINING
CORRUPTIONS OF YOUR HEARTS: The Canaan-
ites, and the wild beafts musT 1hll dwell in . the
land, to be goads in your fides and thorns in your
eyes, or you would grow proud and carelefs:
our heart-leprofy muft cleave to you, as Ge-
bazi’s leprofy cleaved to him. Death radically
-cured him, and nothing but death can radically
cure you. Till then your beads muft remain full
% of imputed righteoufncfs, and your bearts full of in-
# duvelling fin.”  But happily for the honour of chrif~
-tianity, thisantinomian, this impure gofpel hac not
sthe leaft countenance from St. Peter ;' and he cuts
up the very root of it: where he fays: Who fhali
barmyou, IF¥ you.be followers of that which is good-—
WCommit the keeping of your fouls to God in WERLL-DO-
ING, [the very reverfe of SINNING.]—2Yox are his
daughters [the daughters of him.to whom Ged faid,
Walk before e and be thon perfell,] fo long as ye DO
WELLy and ARE.NOT AFRALD with any amazement,
i. e. folong as your coxdui? and tempers become
:the gofpel. . And every body keows, that.a man’s
tempers are always as his-heart; and that, if his
+heart is full of cvil, his tempers cannot be FULL oF
/GOODNESS. . Rom. xv. 14.. .

I1. If St. Peter, the firft of Mr. Hills witneffes,
.does not fay one word to countenance antinomia-
nifm, and to recommend chriftian imperfection ;
letus fee if St. Jamus pleads for Baal in the beart,
.any more than for Baal.in the Jife of perfe& be- -
lievers. Tumn to his epiftle, O ye that thirft after
‘holinefs, and to your eomfort you will find, that
dn the firfk chapter he fhows himfelf a bold aﬂ'crt,::%

O S S NS S N N
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«of chriftian perfe®ion.  Let patience, fays he, bave
ber PERFECT WORK, that_ye may be PERFECT, and
ENTIRE, WANTING NoTHING.—He fpeaks the
fame language in other places. Whofodooketh. into
the vERRECT law of liberty and CONTINUETK
THEREIN, /¢, deing a DOER OF THE WORK, Jhall be
BLESSED IN HIS DEED. -Andagain:—If asy max
offends not in word, the fame s @ PERFECT MANv
or is it'difficult to demonftrate from his fecond
chapter, that eftablifhed believers, . or perfe&t chrif-
tians, keep the royal, perfedd law of liberty; andthat
thofe who Break €t in one point arein a deplorable
cafe. ‘
- 1f Mr. Wefley had written an epiftle to antino-
mian believers, to make them go on to chriftian
gerfe&ion,- could he have exprefled himfelf in a
ftronger manner than St. Fames does in the follow-
ing paffages ? Grudge not one againft another, bre-
shren, lg/f ' ye be condesn’d [of damn’d.] James v. 9.
Speak not evil one of another, bretbren. He that pudg-
ethbis brother fudgeth the law. But if thou judge the
law, thou ART NOT A DOER OF THE LAW, but- a
. judge. There is one lawgiver, who is able s0 fave and
10 deftroy [thofe believers, who keep or break his
royal law.] Jam. iv. 11, 12.—~—=Again: If ye '
FULFIL THE ROYAL LAW, according o the firipture,
Fhou fbalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf; YE DO WELL ¢
Bur [if ye do not fulfilit;] if* YE HAVE RESPECT
to perfons, YE COMMIT SIN. For whofocver foall
KEEP THE WHOLE LAW, and yet offexd [i. €. coM-
MIT SIN] in ONE POINT de is guiltyof ALL, &c.
S0 SPEAK YE, AND' 50 DO, &s thev that jhall be
JUDGED &y the LAW ©OF LIBERTY. Fam.ii. 8, &c.

- What follows demonftrates, that fallen belevers,
§f they do not repent and rife to the tate of chriftian
perfeltion will be conderned for oxe fin, St. Fames
properly inftances in the fin of wacharitablenefs, be-
caufe it is directly contrary to our Lord’s zew com-
mandment of loving one another as be has loved us, -and
‘becaufe charityis the fulfiling of the royal law, ax: the
e . - bond .
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Bond of pesfection.  Can faith fave bim (the unchari-
table believer, fays' St. James ?) JIfa brother or
. Jifler be naked, deflitute of daily food, and one of
Jyou [believers] fay, Be ye avarmed and filled, not-
withflanding ye give them not thofe things which are
meedful to the dy, what doesit profit ?  Ewen fo faith
if it hath not works [and of confequence, the fallen
believer, if he has fin unrepented of ] 75 dead.—
Such a one is of'the devil, for hecommitteth fin, and
Jin is the tranfgreffion of the law of liberty, by avhich ke
Jhall %e ijgeif yea by which be fball bave judgment

avithout mercy, that has [thus] Sfhewed no mercy; -

whether he finned "negatively by not relieving his
poor brother in deed, tho’ he ;gave him good awords :
or whether he did it pofitively, by having refped to
perfonsy or by gradging againft bis brother. ~ Compare
Jam. ii. 13, &c. with Johu iii. 3, &c. tothe end of
both chapters, which are two ftrong batteries raifed
on purpofe to defend the do&rine_of chrifiian
perfection, and to demolith the doltrine of ebriffian
Imperfellion, which is all one with antinomianifm.

Should it be objected, that, *¢ at this rate, no
“¢ chriftian believer is fafe, till he has attained
“¢¢ chriftian perfeftion ;” We teply, that all chrif-
tian believers are fafe, who either fand in it, or prefs
after it.  And if they do neither, we are ready to
prove, that they rank among fallen believers, and
are in -as imminent a danger of being Jpued out of
Chrif’s month as the Laoficeam; were. Let Mr.,
H;ll candidly read the Epiftle to the Hebrews, the
fecond Epiftle of St. Peter, and the firlt of St. Fobn,
and let him doubt of it if he can,  °

Should Mr. Hill obje&, that ¢ St. Fames himfelf
< fays, Iz many things WE offend ALL ; and that
¢ this one faying abundantly proves that he was.a
¢ ftrong irﬁpef;ﬁfg'mgﬁ :” I beg leave to involve my
honoured opponent in the following dilemma. Are
the offences, of which St. Fames {peaks, inveluntary ¥
Or, are they wolantary ? 1f Mr. Hill fays, They are’
involuntary # 1 anfwer, Then they are not proper

' F ' breaches
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Breaches of the law of lLiberty, which St. James
_preaches ; becaufe that law curfes us for no involun-
ary offences ; And therefore, fuch offences [like
‘St. Paul's reproving of the high Prieft more fharply
‘than he Wou{:i have done, had he known what high
dignity his unjuft judge was invefted with] fuch
ences,. Ifay, are not fins according to the royal
and evangelical law of out Melchijedec 3 and there-
fore they do not prove, that ALL believers remain
full of indavelling fin till death.—If Mr. Hill replies
that ¢¢ The many offences, of which St, Fames fpeaks,
¢ are woluntary oftences, and therefore real breaches
¢ of the law of liberty;. 1 anfwer, that this genuine
fenfe of the words taken in'connexion with the
~ context, confirms our doctrine of chriftian perfec,
tion and our oppoﬁtion to antinomianifm; and I
proveit thus: - ’
. 'The text and context run thus: AZ brethren, be
wot many maflers ; [i.’e. lord it not one over ano-
ther;] knowing that we [who do fo] /fball receive
the greater condemnation [or damnation] if we do
not learn humility., .I fay <we, becaufe I would
not have you think that God our judge is a refpec- ~
ter of perfons, and will fpare an apoftle, who breaks
the law of liberty and does not repent, any more
than he would fpare you. For if I reprefented
God as a partial judge, Fudass greater condem-
. mation would prove me miftaken. And I infiit the
more upon this awful dotrine, becaufe #n many
things e offend all, efpecially in aword, till we are
made perfe&t in love, in that love which is the ful-
Jilling of the law, and enables us to keep our tongue
ay it avere with a bridle all the day long.—If Mr.
Hill afks, by what means I can fhow, that this is
teally St Fames’s meaning: Ireply: By the plain
rule of divinity and criticifm, which bids. us take
the beginning of a verfe in connexion with the end.
And if we do this here, we find the doétrine of
chrifian perfetion in this very text, thus: We
_ fball receive the greater damnation if we do not repent
and ceafe to be many niaflers: For in many things
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ae [from time to time] offend all, [efpecially, by
our words till we are perfected in love.] If any
man offend not in" word, the fame ,is [what each of
us fhould be] A PERFECT MAN, and ABLE alfo 2o
bridle his abole body: Jam. iii. 1, 2.——So certain’
therefore, as there are. men ABLE TO BRIDLE their,
tongue, and THEIR WIHOLE BODY, there are men-
PERFECT IN THE BODY—perfett BEFORE DEATH,
according to the dotrine contaiped in the contro-"
verted paflage of St. Fames, ,
¢« But St. Fames fays alfo, The fpirit that dwrels
¢ leth in us lufleth to envy, Jam. iv. 5.” .
Ireply: (1) It is uiual for modeft teachers tor
rank themfelves with the perfons, of whom they
fay fomething difagreeable : and this they do to
take away the harfhnefs of their doftrine, and tor
make way for the feverity of their charges. Thus -
Peter writes, The time paft of oUR life may fuffce sy
20 have awrought the awill of the gentiles, when WE
WALKED ## LASCIVEOUSKESS, /affs; EXCESS OF
WINE, REVELLINGS, SANQUETINGS, and ArRo-
MINABLE IDOLATRIES: Tho’ it is evident that
Peter, a poor, induftrious, godly jew, never
walked in abominable idolatries, working the avill of
the gentides. Now the fame delicacy of charity,
which made St. Pefer rank himfelf with heathens,
who walked in drunkennefs, whoredom, and grofs
idolatry, makes St. Fames rank himfelf with the car-
nal chriftians, who are pofiefled by an envious
fpirit. )
P(z) Nay, St. Yames himfelf ufing the fame figure of
fpeech, fays, Thetongueis an unrnly evid, full of deadly
poifon, &c. therewith curfé WE unen, who are made
after the finilitude of God. But would it be reafona-
ble to infer from thele words, that his tongue
was 8TILL full of dradly poifon, and that he there-
avith CONTINUED to cURSE his neighbour ?- There-
fore all that is implied in his words about esay, is
that, till we are. made perfe&t in the charity which
envieth not, and is mtﬁd up, the [pirit thatis in
xs lufleth to envy ride. - And that we,_ 1\;va.hi)
. 3 ' e
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have not yet attained chriftian perfedtion, need not’
be always exvious and prowdy 1s evident from the
© VERY NEXT words, But be giveth more grace, awhere~
JSore be (ays, God refifleth the prowd [envious man]~
but giveth grace unto the bumble :—Refift the devil and
be avill five from yoxu :—/ur{fj  your bearts, YE DOUBLE:
MINDED: Be affited, and mourny, and wveep: Let
your kaughter be turned to mourning and your joy to hea~
wingfi: So fevere was St. Fames to thofe adulterers
and adultereffes, thofe genteel believers, who flopped
thort of chriftian perteétion, loved the world, and
envied orne another ! Therefore, to prels him into.
the fervice of folifidianifin, isas rath an attempt, as.
to call his epiitlc en Epiflle of firasw, worthy of being
committed to the flames : And (if the %reccding re-
marks are juft) Mr. Hil/is as much miftaken, when:
he appeals to St. Fames, aswhen he quotes St. Pescr;,
in detence of chniftian imperfection..

C3 et b DB D 5003 Do d Debrded b ol < il OGO,

SECTION VL

&. Paud preached chrifian perfedion, and profeffed to
bawe attained ito—A view of the different forts of
gerfection avbich belong to the differens difpenfations.
of grace and glory.—How St. Paul could profefs a
chriffian perfection of faith and love, andyet affers
that he bhad not yet aitained bis perfeélion of fuffer~
ings; much lefi bis perfelion of knowledge and gloyy.
—Tbe hoby child JEsUS®s imperfedtion in knowledge
and fuflerings, and bis growving in wifdom, in flature,
and in favour with God and man, avere entirely con-

* fiflent with bis perfedlion of humble love.

T. PavL’s name appears upon Mr. Hil% lift

of witnefles againf chriftian perfe@tion; but

it is without the apoftle’s confent; for Peter and
James did not plead more ftrenuoufly for the glo-
rious Lberty of -God’s children than St. Paul.
- Nay
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Nay he profefled to have attained it, and addref:,
fed Fathers in Chrift as perfons that were partakers.
of it together with himfelf. WE fpeak wvijdom,
fays he, among THEM THAT ARE PERFEcT, I Cor."
. ii, 6.—LET US,”" AS MANY AS BE PERFECT J¢ thus
minded. Phil, ii1. 15, . -
Nor did Pauf fancy that chriftjan perfeQtion was;
to be confined to the apoftolic order; for he want--
ed all believers to be like him i this refpect.
Hence itis, that he exhorted the CoRINTHIANS
to perfect holing/i in the fear of God, 2 Cor. vii. 1.
to be /er 2, 2 Cor.xiil. 11, t0 be perfedlly joined
fogether in the fame mind, 1 Cor. i. 10; and fhewed:
them the perfect, or more excellent avay, 1 Cor. xiii.
—He toldP:he Ernesians, ‘that God gave paffors
for the PERFECTING of the féz‘,m,—m‘f all come in’
the unity of the faith,—unto a PERFECT man, unto the'
meafure of the.flature of the fulnefs of Chrift 5 Eph. iv..
12, 13.~—He taaght every man &ec. that be might
. prefent cvery man PERFECT in Chriff Fefus. -Col. i.
28.—He wanted the Covross1ans fully to pur on
eharity, abich is the bond of PERFECTION—that they’
might fland PERFECT and COMPLETE. in all the avilll
of God, Col. iiii 14. iv. 12. He would have zbe
man of God to BE PERFECT, thoroughly furnifted to-
sviry good work.. 2 Tim. iii. 17.—He excited his
converts abether they did eat, drink, or di any' thing,
eljé, to do all to the glory of Gody and in the name of l/;xe'
Lovd Jefus; rejoicing evermore, Praying witheut ceafingy
and in every thing giving thanks + That is, he excited.
them to- walk according to the firifteft rules of
chriftian perfetion.—He blamed the HeerEws for’
being ftill fuch as bave need of miik, and not of firong:
meat ; obferving that flrong meat, comr Terctor,
Uelongeth to them that ARE PERFECT, even 1o them
who by reafon of ufe [or experience] Aawe their
[{piritual] fenfes exercifed to difeern both good and ewil ;.
eb. v. 12, &c. He begins the next chapter by
exhorting them to g0 on wato PERFECTION.; intie
mating, that, if they do not, " they may infenfibly
full away, pus the Son of God to open fhame, and not be
EF3 ' renewed’
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renewcd again to repentance, And he concludes the:
whole epiftle by a pathetic with, that the God of
peace would MAKE them PERFECT in cvery good
awork, to db bis awill. Hence it appears, that it
would not be lefs unreafonable to fet St. Paul upon
erucifying Chrift afrefp, than to make him attack
Chnit’s well-known doCtrine, Be ye [morally] PER~
FECT [according to your narrow capacity and bound-
ed power] evem asyour heavenly Father is [morally]
perfeét [in his  infinite nature, and. boundlefs.
godhead.] Mat. v. 48. '

Mr. Hill will probably attempt to fet all thefe
feriptures afide, by faying, that nothing can be:
more abfurd, than to reprefent Paul as a perfec-
tronift, becaufe he fays himielf, Not as though I had’
already attained, ar WERE ALREADY PERFECT.
Phil. ili. 12. But, fome remarks upon the dife~
rent forts of perfe€ticn, and upon the pecaliar- pertec--
tion, which the apoftle faid he had not yet attained,,
will eafily-folve this difficulty. ’

Mr, Hill is too well'acquainted with divinity,,
mot toknow that abflute perfeition: belongs to God:
alone, and that Chri2 himfelf, with refpe& to his:
humanity, fell and ftill falls thort of infinite perfeftinn..
Omnifcience, and a:wifdom admitting of no growth.
are eflential to abfolute perfeétion.: but the man.
Chrift was not omnifcient ; for he did not know the:
day of judgment : Nor. was his wifdom infinite, for-
Go-grew in avifdom. Nay, his happinefs is not yet-
abfolute; for it daily encreafcs as he fees bisfeed, and:
is: more and more fatisfied. Godaloneis fupremely
perfec: All beings are imperf2&#, when. they are
compared to him: And tho’ all-his works were:
perfeslintheir places, yet, as he gave them different.
degrees of perfedion, they which have inferior degrees.
of goodnefs, may be faid to be imperfed in conpa-.
rifen. of them, which are endued with fuperior-
degrees of excellence. Fhus archangels are perfect
as archanjels; but inperfze® in comparifon of Jefus
Chuit.  Angels are ﬁe)fcﬂ as angels, but imperfest”
in' comparifon of archangeds, - Enoch, Elij:ltzp: and:

: the
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the faints who arofe with our Lord, are gerfe as
lorified faints; and, in comparifon of them, the
eparted fpirits of juft men_made perfé¥? continwe in =
flate of mmperfetion: For the rifen faints are

- glorified in body and foul, but the mouldered bodies

of departed faints, not having yet-felt zhe poaver of
Chrif’s refurredion, are fiill under the power of
corruption. Imperfet as St. Paxl and St. Fobm
are now, in comparifon. of Exoeh, Elijab, and the
twenty-four elders {o often mentioned by St. John
yet they are far more perfeét than when they were
prefled down by a corruptible body, under which
they groaned bdeing bardened: For the difembodied
fpirits of juf? men made perfect are more perfect than -
the moft perfeét chriftians, who are yet ina dody
dead becauft of fin.—And, as among rich men, fome
are richer than others; or, as among fz# men fome
are taller than others ; {o among pgerfe? chriftians
fome are more perfeéd than others.

According to the gradatien, which belongs to alf
the works of God ; and according to the doétrine
of the difpenfations of divine grace ; the leaff
perfect of all. perfect chriflians, is more perfect than
. the moft perfe&t jew; yea, than John the Bap-
tift, whofe difpenfation linked together Judaifor
and Chriftianity. Or; to fpeak the language of
our Lord, He that is leaft in the [chriffian] Ringdom
of God, is greater than Fobn; tho’ John himfelf
was the greatefl Born of a woman under any preceding
difpenfation.—By the fame rule, he thatis perfect
under the jewifh difpenfation, is more perfeét than
Be that is only perfe& according to the difpenfation:
of the gentiles.. ' -

The ftandard of thefe different perfections is fixed'
in the feriptures.  To fear God and work rightcouf~
aefi, i. e. to do to others as we would be done by,
from the princiPIe' of God’ fear, is the ftandard'
ofa GENTILE’S perfection. The ftandard of &
JEW"s perfetion with refpeto morality may be
feen in Deut. xxvii. 14—26, and in P{, xv. And,
with refpe to devotion, it.is fixed in Pf, 'xl'l ;;:;
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The whole of this pefition is thus furmmed up by

Micah: O ffrael, what does the Lord thy God require

{ threy but to do juflice, to love mercey, and to walk
umbly avith thy God. ,

The perfetion of INFANT-CHRISTIANITY,
which is called in the fcriptures, the Baptifm of”
Fobn, is thus defcribed by Fobz and by €briff :—
He that bath two cocts, let bim impart to bim that
bath none, &co  If 1how wilt be perfec, fell wbat thou
bafl, give to the peor, and followw me—If any man
come to me and bate not [i. €. is not willing for my
fake to leave] bis father and mother, his aife and
childreny bis brothers and fjlersy yea and bis oavn life
aljo, be cannot be my difciple.  And achojoever does noe
bear bis erofs, and come after mey cannot be my difeiple.

With refpet to ADULT, PERFEET CHRISTI-
ANITY, Which is con{equent upon the baptifm of
the Holy Ghoft adminiftred by Chrift hiinfelf, it’s
perfection is deferibed | in the fermon upon the
mount, in 1 Cor. xiii. and in all thofe parss of
the Epiftles, where the apottles exhort believers
to walk agreeably to #he glorious Lberty of God’s
children., '

The perfetion of DISEMBODIED SPIRITS is
thus - defcribed by a avice from hbraven : — Blefed’
are the dead awho die in the Lord: Ewen fo, jaith
the Spirit, for they REST FROM THEIR LALOURS,.
[not fromtheir siNs ; this they did pr.FoRE death :]
and their avorks follozy them. And the complete
perfection of GLORIFIED sAINTS is thus defcribed
by St. John and St. Paul.—TDey fball live and reign
avith Chriff in a city aberein there is no temple, for
the Lord God Aimighty and the Lamb arc the temple
~ of ity and the city hath no nced of the fun to fhine
in ity for the glory of God enlightens it, and the Lamb
is the light thereofi—And there fhall be no curfé s, but:
-the throne of God and of the Lamb fball be in ity and
bis fervants fball ferve bim, and they fhall fee bis face ;
and bis name fhall be on their foreheadi—and they fhalk
xeign Jor ever and ever in glorified bodies.—For this
corrzptible body fball put on incorrugtion, and this

" mortak
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mortalfball put on immortality .~ is_foaon in difponour,
it is raifid inglory = it is foxon in weaknefi, it is raifed
e power : it is fown a naturak body, it is raijid a Jpi=
ritual body 2 As is the beavenly Adam, fuch are they

alfo that are heavenly: And as we have born the

smage of the earthy ave fhall alfo bear the image of the
beavenly : for' flefb and blood cannot inberit the king~
doze of God: but the spiritual, i. e. the glorified .
body fhall inherit the heavenly Canaan.

Perfons, whofe orthodoxy confifts in obftinately
refufing to peep over the wall of prejudice; and
who think itis a crime to read the fcriptures without
borrowing green fpectacles, will probably fay, that
thefe obfervations upon the different forts and de-
grees of perfection, are ¢* novel chimeras;”” and
that I multiply perfeftions as I do juftifications ;
¢ inventing them by the dozens ™ o this I an-
fwer, that we advance nothing but what, we hope,
recommends itfelf to the candor of thofe who have:
a regard for reafon and revelation.

* (1) Reason tells us, that all Ged’s works are-
perfedt in their places; and that fome . having an
bigher place than others upon the fcale of beings,
they are of confequence mare perfesd.. 1f Mr. Hilk
will not belieye 1t, we appeal to his BANKzER,
and we afk, if there is not an eflential differgnce
between the metalic perfeition of brafi, that of fil~
wer, and that of gold #?—We appeal to his JEWEL-~
LER, and alk if the perfetion of an agate is not
inferior to that of an emerald—the perfettion of a
ruby, to that of a diamond; and if fome diamonds °
cannot be faid to be more perfect than others ?—We
appeal to his GARDENER, and afk if a black-berry,
is not inferior to a_fraev-berry, a {trawberry to a
gellarine, and a nearine to @ pine-apple; and it
neverthelefs thofe various fruits have not each their
perfection 7—Nay, we will venture to alk his andere
gardener, if the perfecticn of the frait does not
imply the perfetion of the 3lgffom ; if the perfec-
tion of the bloffom does not pre:fyppofe that of& ‘:‘l}e
: H
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32d; and if a bud, whofe perfeion is deftroyed by
the froft in March, is likely to produce perfed
bloffoms in May, and perfet fruit in October ?

Should the fear of becoming a perfeitioniff, make
Mr. Hill refufe his aflent to thefe obvious truths :
we will addrefs him as a mafter of arts, a gentleman,
who is verfed in natural philofophy, as well as in
calviniim. Is it abfurd to fay, that fome juft men
rife progréflively from the perfedtion of alower, to
the perfection of an higher difpenfation in the fpri-
tual world ; Do we not fee a fimilar promotion,
even among the bafeft claffes of animals in the
natural world ? Confider that beautiful /n/e, which
exults to difplay its crown, and to expand its wings
in the fun. Will you fay that it 15 nct a perfe?
butterfly ? Neverthelefs three weeks ago it was a
perfeit aurelia, quietly fleeping in its.filken tomb,
Some months before, it wasa perfe filk-worm,
bufily preparing itfelf for another ftate of exiftence,
by fpinning and weaving its fhroud. And had you
feen it a year ago, you would have feen nothing
buta pERFECT egg.  Thus in one year it has expe-
rienced three grand changes, which may be called
metamorphofes, births, or converfions. Each change
was perfed? in its kind ; and neverthelefs, the laftis
as far fuperior to the firft, as a beautiful, flying
butterfly exceeds a black, crawling worm; and fuch
a worm, the invifible feed of life, that lies dormant
in the diminutive egg of an infect. :

(2) ScripTUrE and ExreErIENCE do not fup-
port our dotrine of the difference of perfeétions,
lefs than Reafon and philsfiphy. We read, Gen
vi. 9. that Noah avas a juff man, and PERFECT in
bisgeneration. We read alfo, Job i. 1, that There
avas a manin the Land of Uz, whofé name was Fob,
and that man was pErFECT. Now whatever the -
perfection of Noab and Fob confifted in, it is evi-
dent that it was not jewih perfettion: For the
pertection of jadairm requires the facrament of cir-
cumgcition, and M. I}ill will hardly fay, that

- : men
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men were circumcifed in the land of Uz, and be-
fore the flood. Hence I conclude that Noah and
Job had attained the perfection of gentilifm, and
not that of jxdaifin. :
Again: Mark the PERFECT man, fays David,
Jor bis end is peace.  No doubt he fpake this of the
pertect jew ; and fuch were, I think, Mofes, Samucl,
and Daniel: 1f Mr. Hi:l willnot allow it, I pro-
duce Simeon and Anna, or Zacharias and Elizdbeth,
awho avere both righteous before God avalking in aLL
the commandments and ordinances of God BLAMELESS,
‘Luke i. 16. Now thefe excellent-jews were not
perfe&t according to the difpenfation of Fohn the
Baptift; for water-baptifm was not lefs eflential to
a perfedt difciple of Fobn, than circumcifion was to a .
erfect difciple of Mofes, and they, or fomeofthem,
probably died long before Fobn opened his difpen-
fation by preaching the baptijm of repentance.

Once more: Fobn the baptift was undpubtedly
perfedt according to his own difpenfation ; his pe-
“nitential feverity, his great reputation for holinefs,
and the high encomium which our Lord pafled upon |
him, naturally_ lead us to conclude it. But that
he was not a perfei chriffian i evident from the
following confiderations: (1) Our Lord faid,
‘that #be leaft in the [ chriftian] Zingdom of God, thould
‘be GREATER than go/m.——(z) Fobn himfelf con-
fefled the imperfection of his bapti/m, or difpen-
fation, in comparifon of the perfection of Chriil’s:
bastifm and {piritual difpenfation. [ bave need
to be baptized of THEE, faid he to Chrift, and comef}
thou tome ! And to his difciples he faid, J indeed
baptize yox with awater, but he [the Lamb of Ged]
Sbadl baptize you with the. Holy Ghofl and Wwith fire.—
{3) Fobn was beheaded before Chrift was crucified; -
and the outpouring of the_ fpirit, the baptifm of
the Holy Ghoft, did not begin till after Chrifi’s
afdenfion: the apoftle St, Fohz having particularly -
mentioned, that the Holy Ghoff was not yet given, or’
that the full difpenfation of the Spirit was notyet

-~ open7d
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. @pen’d, becanfe Fefus was mot yet glorified, John vii.

39: An important obfervation this, which is con-
+ firmed by Chriff’s own words to his difciples, John
xvi, 7. Jtell you the truths it is expedient for yox
that I go away: for if Igo not away the comforter aill
ot come unto yor : [the full difpenfation of the
Holy Ghott fhall not be opened :] buz if I depart, [
avill fend bim to you. Agreeably to this, ¥ com-
manded them that they fbould not depart from Jerufalem,
dut aait for the promife of the Fatber [i. e. the pro-
mifed {pirit] awhich, fays be, ¥e bave heard of me :
Jor Fobn truly baptizcd aith avater; butye [ball be
baptized avith the Holy Ghoff mot many days bence.—
And when they had been thus baptized, they began
“to preach the ruLy BapTIsM of Chrift, which has
two branches, the baptifin of evater, and the bap-
tifm of the Spirit, or of celeftial fire. Therefore,
when the penitent jews afked, Men and brethren
awbat fhall we do? -Peter anfwvered, Be baptized every
onc of you in the name of Fefus Chrifft, andye fball re-
veive the gift of the Holy Ghoft 5 for the promife of it
is untoyou, and to your children, and to all that are
wfar off; coven as many as the Lord our God fball call
to the perfection of the chriftian difpenfation :—
And we are witncffes of thefé things ;5 and fo is alfe
the Holy Ghofl, wwhom God [fince the day of pente-
coft] bath given to them that obey him, i. e. to obe-
dient believers. Compare AQs ii. 38, and v. 32.
with John vii. 39.

From the preceding reafons we conclude, that
the cafe ot Fobn the Baptift was as fingular as that
of Myfes. Mofes knew Jofhua, and pointed him
out, as the man who was to lead thé Ifraelites into
the land of premife : But Ma/fes died before Jothua
opened the way. Thus Mofes faw the good land :
he was not far from the typical kingdom of God ;
but be did not enter into’it, In like manner the
Baptift knew Chrift, and pointed him out as the
wonderful perfon, who was to introduce believers
‘into the fpiritual kingdom of God. But John was
: beheaded
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beheaded ¢fore Chrift glorified opened his peculiar
'kingdom. Thus John fzw the kingdom of heaven:
- he was not far from it . But yet he did not enter into
-it. . He died a juff man made perfect according to
-bis own incomplete difpenfation, but not according
to the difpenfation of Chriff and bis Spirit.  This
was_ the Baptift’s grief, not his guilt:  for he ear-

-neftly defired to be baptized of Chrift with the
- Holy Ghoft; but.the Holy Ghoft avas not yet given
-in the chriftian meafure,  The gift of the Jpirit was

rather diflidl’d as a dew, than poured out as a fhower’; -

. BECAUSE [Jefus was not yet glorifed :  But now, that

he is afcended up on bigh to receive that unfpeakable

-gift for men in it’s fuinefs ;—now:that the promife of

the Father is fulfill’d to all. who plead it aright;

" we are culpable, if we reft fatisfied with the infe-

rior manifeftations of . the Spirit, which belong to
the baptifin of John, or to infant-chriftianity ;
and we a& in an unchriftianlike manner, if we
ridicule the kingdom. of the Holy Ghoft, and fpeak
evil of perfed chriflianity. S
To return: A perfec? GENTILE fees God in

- ‘his works and providences; but, wanting a more

particular manifeftation of his exiftence and good-
nefs, he fighs, Oh awbere fball I find bim ?—A per-

Sfe8 JEw ardently expects his coming as Miffab,

and Emmanucl, or God awith zs; and he groans,
O that theu wouldft rend the beavens, and come dovn !
—A perfed piscirLE oF JoHN believes, that the
Mefliah is come in the fleth, and prays, O Lamb of
God, that takeft away the fins of the aorld, reflore the
kingdom to a waiting Ifraelite : Baptize me avith the
Huly Ghofi : Till me avith the Spirit—And perfect
‘CHRISTIANS can witnefs from blefled expenence,
that he, who was manifeff in the fg/b, is come in

. the {piri’s power to eftablith within them his

gracious kingdom of righteoufuefs, peace, and joy in

the Holy Ghoft. - v
In this blefled kingdom St. Paul lived, when he
faid, Let vs, as many as are PERFECT be thus minded.
Neverthelefs, tho’ he was not only a perfed? chrif-
ian, but able alfo to preach wifdom among them that
G ) quere
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«were PERFECT, he jultly acknowledges himfelf im-
perfed in knowledge in comparifon of perfectly-
glorified faints. We know but in part, fays he, bat
avben that which is PERFECT is come, then that avhich
is in part fball be done away :  For now ave fée thro' a
_glafs darkly, but when we fhall drop thefe dark veils
of fleth and blood, and be clothed with celeftial,
incorruptible bodies, we fhall be capable of behol-
ding God without dying ; and then awe fball fee bim

_Jface to face. 1 Cor. xiii. g, &c.  For tho’ we are

now the fons of God, it docs not yet appear what we

C Jallbe: but we know that whex be fhall apgear,
-awe fball be like him, for ave fball fee bim as he is,

1 John, iii. 2.

It is of this FINAL PERFECTING of the faints
in the day of the refurrection, that the apofile
writes to the Hebrews, where he fays : Thefe all
baving obtained a good report thro’ faith, received not
the promife which relates to the ruLL })erfeé'tion
of the jult; God having provided fome better thing
Jor us [chriftians,]. that they [the jewith faints]
avithout us fhould not be MADE PERFECT, [i. e. that
we fhould all be perfected in glory together]—For
ave (ball all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the laff trump, [ for the trm?et Sball
Jound, and the dead fhall be raifed incorruptible] and
wwe, who fhall have died, or fhall then be found
living in a flate of initial perfection, fball be changed.
Heb. xi, 39. 1Cor. xv, §I1.

Nor does it follow from thence, that all glori-
fied faints fhall be EQUALLY perfe?. 1 cannot but

embrace here the reafonable fentiment of Dr, -
‘Watts. ¢ The worthip of heaven [ fays that judi-’

¢ cious divine] and the joy that attends it, may be

exceedingly different 1N DEGREES, according to
the different capacity of fpirits; and yet arz
‘may be PERFECT, and free from sINFuL defedls.
Does not the Sparrow praife its Maker upon the
ridge or a cottage, chirping in its native per-
feftion?  And yet the Lark advances, in her
“ fight and fong, as far above the fparrow, as the
¢ clouds
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¢ clouds are above the houfe-top. Surely fupe-
rior joys and glories muft belong to fuperior
powers and fervices. The wordg perfection does-
not always imply eguality. If all the fouls in
heaven were of one mould, and make, and incli-
nation ; yet there may be different fizes of capa-
city even in the fame genus, and a different
degree of preparation for the fame delights =
therefore tho’ all the fpirits of the juft were
uniform in their natures and pleafures, and all.
perfect; yet one fpirit may poflefs more happi-
nefs and glory than another, becaufe it is' more-
capacious of intellectual bleffings and better pre~
pared for them. So when veflels of various fize.
are thrown into the fame Ocean, there will ber
a great difference in the quantity of the: liquid
" which they receive; tho’ all might be full to.
the brim, and all made of the richeft metal.”
Watts QOn the Happine[s of feparate fpirits.

LI T S N N S A N LI LS

Having thus proved both by reafon and ferip- .

ture, that there are various forts and degrees of
perfedtion : and that a man may be perfec? accord-

ing to the difpenfation of divine grace he is under
upon earth, tho” he is mot yet perfect according to:
the difpenfation of divine glory, which will take
place, when our mortal bodies fhall know the power-
of Chrift’s refurre®ion : - Having proved this, ¥

fay, nothing is eafier than to reconcile St. Paul’ .

with himfelf, when he fpeaks in the fame chapter
of his being perfedl, and of his net being yer perfedl..
For when he fuys, Let us, as many as are PERFECT,
& thus minded, he fpeaks of CHRISTIAN PERFEC-
TION, thatis, of the maturity of grace and holi-
nefz, which men ftilt burdened with corruptible
fleth and blood arrive at under the fu/! difpenfation’
of the gofpel of Chrift. But when he fays, Not as'
though I had already attained, or wwere already PER-
FECT, &c. he fpeaks of his perfeftion as a candi--
date for a crown of martyrdom on earth, and for a
crown of glory in heaven. Juft as if he had faid,,
Tho’ I am dead to fin, and perfected in love :—
tho> I kive noty but Chriff liveth in me; Yet I am

G 2 nog
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not fatisfied with my prefent perfection: I want
to be perfected like Chrift. Ouwght nor Chrift . to
bawve SUFFLRED thefé things, and [then] to enter into
bis glory 2 Luke xxiv. 26. I want, in fhort, tobe

pertetted 1N SUFFERINGS, as well as 18 Lovwe., I
cannot, I wiil not reft, till I end my race of pain
and thame, and kuow the fellow/bip of Chriff’s su¥-
FERINGs on the ignominious tree. I am filled
with a noble ambition of dying a martyr for him ;
being perfuaded that this perfection of sifferings
will ripen me for my heavenly perfe¢tion—the
peifetion to which I fhall be raifed at the refur-
rection of the juft. ' o

_That this was the apoftle’s meanihg when he.
denicd his being already made perfect, will, I hope,
appear indubitable to thofe who confider the con-
text. 'The words which immediately precede St.

Paul’s oblervation, that be bad not yet attained,
exprefs a pathetic with of fharing both in Chrift’s.
exaltation, by a-glorious refurreftion, and in his
bumiliation by perfett fufferings. That I may knows
bim [fays he] and the power of bis RESURRECTION,
and 'the fellowfbip of bis SUFFERINGS; Deing madé
conformable unto bis painful, ignominious death, if-
by. any means I may attain to the refurreclion of the
dead, which is the full perfetion of the human
nature ; and fecure a part in the £7# refurredion of
the juft, in which margyrswill be peculiarly inter=
efted : witnefs this plain feripture : Z/aw the fouls
of - them that avere bebeaded for the aitnefs of Fefus, and

for the avord of Gody, &c. and they lived and reigned
avith Chriff @ thoufand years ; But the refl of the dead
lived not again until the thoufand years avcre finiffed.

Tuis.is the FIRST refurreiion.  Bloffed and hely is
he that has part in the FIrsT refurredion. Rev,
XX.. 4, &c.

. But, I repeat it, altho’ St. Paul difclaimed his
having yet attained a perfeftion of fhame and glory,
be neverthelefs profefled his having attained a per-.
feCtion of chriftian faith working by love. This.
is cvident fram the words that follow the contro-.

verted .
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verted text : This one thing I doy &ci I prefs towvards:
the mark, for the prize of the bigh calling of God in
Chriff Fefus. [which is my complete glorification /s
beaven.). Let us therefsre as many as ARE PERFECT
[in faith and love] ¢ thus minded.—Let us prefs
after our perfection of uffarings HERE, and of glory
HEREAFTER :—3 BODILY perfetion this,. which
the apoftle defcribes thus at the end of the chap--
ter: We look for the Saviour, the Lord Fefus Chriff,,
wwbo fball change our wile BooY, that it-may be fafbi~
oned. like- unto his GLORTOUS body,. according to the
avorking,.avhereby be is able to fubdue all things unto’
bimjclf. Phil. iil..21.. Hence it appears, if we
are not ftrangely miftaken, that it is not lefs abfurd
to oppofe our doftrine of chriffian perfetion from.
Phil. iii ; than.to oppofe the divinity of Chrift from«
the firft chapter of St.. John’s gofpel.. '

I fhall.conclude thefe remarks upon the. various:
forts of perfetion,. by an- obfervation, which may-
Kelp Mr. Hill'to underftand how St.. Paxl could be
RERFECT iz love, when he profefled that he was.
NOT PERFECT either in‘glory, knowledge, or fufferings..

Had not:our Lord been perfe# 18 LovE from a-
child, he would. have'broken the two great com-
mandments on'which hangall the law and the pro--
phets.. But inhim was No sin: therefore he was:
perfecd.in love, tho’ his love admitted of an increafe,.
as well as his wifdom and. knowledge;. juft: as. a:
perfetbud admits of a growth- into a perfect blof--
fom; and; {:ch a. bloffom intoa.perfett fruits
Hence isit, 4hat,. as our Lord’: perfeét love grew,,
ke INCREASED in favowr with. God and man;, an:
additional degree of-approbation being due to him.
_fsom all rationals,, upen every difplay. of his. grow--
ing perfetion. Luke. ie §2.. But, tho’ our Lord.
was always perfict inlove, yet,.itis certain thathe.
was not always perfed jn fufferings; mugh lefsin.
glory.:. For he was not perfected in fufferings, tillt
after he had: expired: between the two thieves:.
Nor.was he perfefted in glory, before he. took hiss
. G 3, place:
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phce-at the right hand of God. This is evidently
the apoftle’s doétrine, where he fays, It became him
&y whom are all things, to make the captain of our fal-
ewation- PERFECT THRO® SUFFERINGS, Heb. ii. 10.
And again, Chap. v. 8. 740’ he aas a Son, yet-
learned be obedience by the things awhich he SUFFERED 3
‘And BEING MADE PERFECT [in fufferings. and in
glory] he became the -author of cternal falvation to all
them that obey him. Mr, Hill muft then allow, that
St. PavL’s imperfedlion with refpet to sUFFERINGS
and GLorY, was no obftacle te the perfedion of"
his Love; or he muft aflfert, that Curistwas
SINFULLY imperfel? in LOVE, fo long as he conti--
nued imperfet in SUFFERINGs and GLORY: A,
fuppofition this, which is teo horrible to be admit-.
ted by a merely nominal chriftian, much more by.
Mr. Hill, :

N

"SECTION VIL

St. PAvL avas not luflful, carnal, axd fold inder fin. .
—The true meaning of Gal. v. 17, andf Rom..
vil. 14, &c. is opencd confiflently with the context, .
the defign of the Epifiles to the Galatians and to the -
Romans, the priviledges of the chrifiians, and the. -
docirine of perfection. '

T is eafier to raife “duft than to anfwer an argu- .
ment, I expect therefore, that eur opponents,.,
inftead of folidly anfwering the contents of.the
preceding fection, will aflert that St. Paul was an
avowed enemy to deliverance from luft and evil .
tempers before death, and of confequence a ftrong: .
oppofer of the doétrine of chriftian perfection.
And to fapport their affertion they will probably. -
quote the following text: The fe/h lufleth againft-
the [pirity, and the fpirit againft the flefb, fo that YE .
. CANNOT dv.the things that YE would,. Galy v. 17.-
. oo For..




Setts - C 7o)

For they conclude from thefe words, that; fo
long as we dwell in bodies of corruptible fess, we
cANNOT help breaking the law of liberty (at leaft
from time to - time) by siNFUL internal lffs. As:
this objetion paffes among them. for unaniwerable,
itmay not be amifs to give it. a four-fold anfwer.

(1) St. Paul wrote thefe words to the cARNAL,
FALLEN. Galatians. To THEM he faid, So thar
YE cannot do the things that ye avewld: And there
was a good reafon, why they covLn NoT do what
they had a aveskdefire to do. They were bezvitched
by the.fleth, and by carnal teachers, who led them -
from the power of the {pirit to the wweaing/s of the
letter; yea, to the letter of judai/im too. Butdid.
he.not fpeak of himfelf to the Philiipians in a very
different ftrain? Did he not declare, / cawn
DO ALL THINGS thro’ Chrift, who firengtheneth me 2
And cannot every believer who fteadily avalks in the. -
Jpirit fay the fame thing?. Who does not fee the . -
flaw of this argument? The difobedient, fallen, .
bewitched believers.of Galatia of avhom St. Paul
food in doubt, could not butfulfil the lufts of the
flefh, . when they were led by the fleth. Ncither hot
nor cold, like the Laodiceans, they could nei-
ther be perfect chriftians noe. perfe& worldlings,.
becaufe they fully fided neither with the Spirit
nor with the fleth: or to ufe the apoflle’s words,
They courp ~oT poO the things that they awould
thro’ - the oppofition which the flelh made againtt
the fpirit, and the fpirit againit the fleth; neither
of thefe principles: being yet fully viétorious.
in their halting, diftracted hearts, = Therefore
this muit be aHo the miferable cafe of all obedient,
faithful, eftablifhed believers thro’ all ages all the-
world over! What has this :antinomian eonclu--
fion to do with the feriptural premifes? When I
affert that all thofe who have putout their knees
cANNoOT run a race fwiftly, do I fo much as in-.
timate that No MAN can be a fwift racer?

(2) It is as unferipturalto jndge of the powerand:
Liberty of effabiifhed believers, by the power and

- ’ ' liberty
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Rbeity of the Galatians ; as it is unreafonable to

judge of the liberty of a free nation, by the fervi—
tude of an half-enflaved people ; or of the ftrength

of a vigorous child, by the weaknefs of an half-
formed embrio. I found this remark (r) Upon

Gal. v. 1, where the apoftle indirettly reproves

his judaizing, wrangling converts, for being fallen.
from the liberty wherew'th Chriff hath made us free;

and for being entangled again avith the yoke of bon+

dage: And (2) Upon Gul.iv. 19, My little chil~
dreny, of whom I travel-in birth AGAIN, UNTIL.
CHRIST BE FORMED IN YoU, The dawn.of day

is not more different from the meridian light, than

the imperfedt ftate deferibed in this verfe; is differenc

from the perfec? ftate defcribed in the following

Yines, which are defcriptive of theadult chriftian =
I am crucified'with Chriff :  Nevcrthelefs I live, yes
not I, but Chriff liveth in-me, and the bife avhich-I

Now kwve in the flefby I live by the faith of the Son of "
God. Gal. ii. z20. )

(3) The fenfe:which is commonly fixedupon' the:
text produced by our opponents, is entirely over—
turned by the context: Read the preceding verfe,,
and you will find a glorious, tho’ conditional pro-
mife of the liberty which we plead for: This &
Jay, awalk in the Spirity, and ye sHALL Not falfil the
[finful] Iuf of the fefb; that is, Far from harbor--
ing either outward or inward fin, ye- fhall, with:
myfelf and as many as are-perfet, fleadily kespryour
body under, and be in every thing fpiritually mindecd
which s £fe am/react. -

(4) We fhould properly diftinguifh between the-

" lawful’and the finful lufg or defires of the fleth..
To defire to eat, to drink,. to fleep, to marry, tec
reft, to fhun pain at proper times and in a proper
manner, is No sIN.: Such lufts or defires are not’
eontrary to the law of liberty. Our Lord himfelf

ropérly indulged moft of thefe- harmiefs propen--
ies of the fleth, without ceafing to be the imma+ |
eulate Lamb of God. Hence it is, that oun

-Church requires us in.our baptifm, . to resounce only.:
Srber
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“¢ the SINFUL lufls of the flefh 5 giving us' a tacie
leave laswfully to indulge its lawful appetites. I
fhould be glad, forexample, to recruit my firength.
by one hour’s fleep, or by an ounce of food; as
well as by a good night’s reft, oragood meal; bur
the flefb harmleflly Juflcthagainft the {pirit; fo that
in thefe, and ina thoufand fuch inftances, 7 cannot
do the things that I would. But do I commit fix
when I ufe my body according to its nature?
Nay, if I were as ftrongly folicited unlawfully to
indulge the lawful appetites of my fleth, as Chriff
was to turn ftones into bread when he felt keen
bunger in the wildernefs ; and if I as ftrongly re--
fifted the temptation; would not fuch a tempta-
tion increafe the glory of my vifory, rather than
the number of my fins? Is it right in our oppo-
nents toavail themfelves of the vague, unfixed
meaning of the words fefb, and /zff, to make the
fimple believe, that, fo long as we have human
Jfef about us, and BODILY /uffs or appetites within
us, our hearts muft NECESs ARILY remain pregnant
with sINFUL /uffs, and we fhall  ¢¢ bawe innumerable
¢ lyfls (as fays an imperfectionit whom 1 fhall
‘¢ foon mention) fivarming around our hear:t?’*
Does not this doctrine put a worm at the root of
chriftian liberty, while it nourithes antinamian free-
dom ;—a freedom to fin even te adultery and mur-
der, without ceafing to be finke/s and. perfei? in

Chrift ? o
(5) Two limes after St. Paul’s fuppofed plea for
the neceflary continuance of indwelling fin in be-,
Hevers, the apoftle begins a long enumeration of
the aworks of the flefb, of the avbich, fays he, Itell
you before, as I have alfs told you in time pafl, that
they [the fallen believers] who do fuch things,
or admit in their hearts fuch lufts as batred, wari-
ance, flirife, or envyings, fhall not inberit the king=
dom of God: Whereas they that are Chrifi’s [they
that are led by the Spirit of God, forin Paul’s account
only fuch are Chriff’s, i. e. properly belong to
Chrit’s fpiritual difpenfation, See Rom. viil. 9
' 4.4
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24,) have erucified the fefb with if's affeions and
lufls, Gal. v. 24. Now thefe fpiritual believer
can do all things thro’ Chriff : and accordingly the
apoftle obferves that far from bearing the fruit of
the flefh, they bear the fruit of the fpirit, which
is love, joy, peace, long-fuffering, gentlenefs,

oodnefs, faithfulnefs, meecknefs, temperance —
The whole clufter of inherent graces which makes.
up chriftian perfection: And then he obferves,
that The law is not againfl fuch [becaufe they fulfik
it:] For ALL THE LAW 1s FULFILLED iz one
word, even in this; Thow flalt love thy neighbour as
thyfelf.  See Gal. v, 14—23.

(6) The fenfe which the imperfettionifts give
to Gal. v. 17. i3 not only flatly contrary to the
reft of the chapter, but to the end and defign of
all the ePiﬂlc. What the Apcilie has chiefly in
view thro’ the whole is to reprove the Galatians
for their carnality in following judaizing teachers,
and in bearing the fruits of the fleth, enty, wariance,
&c. infomuch that they were ready to bite and
devour one anmother. Now, if when he had fharpl
reproved them, as perfons who ended in the ﬂejg:
after having begun in she jpirit, he had written
Gal. v. 17. in the fenfe of our opponents; he
would fairly have excufed thefe bewitched men,
abfolutely defeated his reproof, and abfurdly fur~
nithed them with an excellent plea to continue in.
their bad courfe of life. For if they could not
Julfil the law of Chriff, but muft remain carnal and:
fold under indwelling fin, had they not a right to-
anfwer the apoftle thus’: If neither we, whom thou
calleft bewitched Galatians, norany fpiritual believer
can pofflibly do the things that we fhould and would
do, becaufe the fleth finfully and unavoidably lufteth
againft the fpirit; why doft thou blame us for our
carnality ? Why doff thou take us to tafk rather
than other believers ? Are we not all bound by
adamantine chains of carnal neceffity to break the
law of Chrit fo long as we are in the body ? Art
thou not the very man who giveft us to underftand:

- thas
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that We caNNoT 00 wHAT WE fhould and wourw
. do, becaufe THE FLEsH, which we cannot poifibly
part with, before death, LUSTETH AGAINST THE
sPIRIT? And is not abfolute neceffity the beft excufe
in the world? .

(7) Should Mr. Hill afk: What is then the
genuine meaning of Gal, v. 17 ? we reply, that
when we confider that verfe in the light of the
context, we do not doubt but the fenfe of 1t is fairly
exprefled in the following lines. ¢ The fleth and -
¢ the fpirit are two contrary principles. ¥hey that
¢ are in, or avalk after the flefb cannot pleafe God. And
< ye are undoubtedly in the fleth, and walk after
¢ the fleth, while ye dite and devour one another.
< This 1 fay theny, walk in the fpirit; be led by the
< fpirit; andye fhall not fulfil the Iuft of the flefb as ye
¢ now do. For the flefb lufleth againfi the fpirit, and
¢ prevails in all carnal people ; and the jpirit lufleth
againf? the flefb, and prevails in all fpiritual people ;
and thefe tavo, far from neftling together, as anti-
nomian teachers make you believe, are contrary
to cach other. They are irreconcileable enemies ;
Sothat, as obedient, {piritual believers, while
they are led by the fpint, cANNoT Do what they"
avould do, if they were led by the fleth; ye
bewitched, camal, difobedient, Galatians who -
# are led by the fleth, canner po wbhat ye would
4 do, if yewere led by the fpirit, and what ye
* have ftill ome defire to do, fo far as ye have not
4 yet abfolutely quenched the fpirit. Would ye
¢ then return to your liberty, return to your duty :
4 Change yow guide : Forfake the carnal mind :
< Let Cbriff be formed inyou: Be led by the [pirit :
% So fhall ye fulfil the law of Chriff; and it fhall no
< more condemn you, than the law of Mofes binds
4 you. For ifye be led by the fpirity ye are not under
¢ the curfe of the law: Ye are equally free from
¢ the bondage of the Mofaic law, and from the
¢ condemnation of the law of Chrift Gal. v. 16.

37, 18,
7 15 (8) Should
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{8) Should Mr. Hill fay, ¢¢ That by zhe fle/b he
*¢ underttands not only the body, but -alfo the watu-
¢ ral defires, appetites, and awverfions, which are
.¢¢ neceflarily excited in the foul, in confequence
¢ of it’s intimate union with the body : And that
¢ the body of fin muft necds live and die with the
“¢ body which our {pirit inhabits ; becaufe fo long
¢ as we continue in the body, we are unavoidably
“ tried by a variety of fituations, paflions, incli-
4¢ nations, averfions, and infirmities, which burden
¢ us, hinder us from doing and fuffering all we
¢¢ could wifh .to do and to fufter, and occafion our
¢¢ doing or feeling what we fhould be glad in fome
¢ refpects not to do or feel :” ' :

-~

-~ LN

-

I anfwer: It is exceffively wrong to conclude,
that a// thefe burdens, infirmities, appetites, paf-
fions and averfions, are thofe firfil workings of our
corrupt nature, which are fometimes called the £e/b.

-—You cannot continue a whole day in deep prof-
tration of body and foul, nor perhaps one hour

upon your knees: Your ftomach involuntarily _
rifes at the fight of fome Yood which fome perfons
-cfteem delicious: Your ftrength fails in outward
works: Your {pirits are exhaufted; You faint or
fleep, when others are aétive and toil: You nced
the fpiritual and bodily cordials which others can
adminifter: Perhaps alfo you are afili¢ted with
difagreeable fenfations in the outward man, thro’
the natural, neceffary play of the various fprings
which belong to flefh and blood : Your juft grief
vents itfelf in tears : Your zeal for God is attended
with a proper anger at fin: Nay, mifapplying
what the apottle fays of the carnal man under the
law, you may declare with great truth : Zhe exten-
five good I would, Ido not; and the accidental evil
d aveuld net, that I do: T would convert every finner,
relieve every diftrefled objeét, and daily vifit every
fick bed in the kingdom, but I cannot do it. * I
would never try the patience of my friends, never
ftir up the envy of my rivals, never excite the
malice
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malice of my enemies: but I cannot help doing rbis
undefigned ewil, as often as I ftrongly exert myfelf
in the difcharge of my duty. .
If you fay, ¢ All thefe things, or moft of them
are quite inconfiftent with the perfestion you con-
~tend for;” I atk : Upon this feating, was not our.
Lord himfelf imperfe& ? Did his bodily ftrength
never fail in agonizing prayer, orin intenfe labour 2
Did his animal fpirits. ever move with-the fame
{prightlinefs ? Do we not read of his fleeping in
the fhip, when_his difciples wreftled with a tempef«
tuous fea ? ‘Did he wot fulfil the precept, Be ye
angry and fin not ? Had he not the, troublefome fen=
fations of grigf at Lazarus’s grave,—of bunger im
in the wildernefs—of. dvearinefs at Jacob’s well—
and of #birff upon the crofs ? If he was made in the
dikencfs of finful fefby and tempted in oll things as we
~-gre; is it not highly probable, that he was notan

~

utter ftranger to the other natural appetites, and '

uneafy fenfations which. are incident to. flefk and
blood? Is it a fin to- feel them ? Is it not rasher a
virtue totally to deny them, or not to-gratify. them
out of the line of duty, or not to indulge them in
an exceflive manner. on that line ? Again: Didnot
his holy fleth teftify a natural, innecent abhorrence
to fuffering ? Did not his facred hody faint in the
garden? Were not his fpirits fo deprefled, that he
ftood in need of the ftrengthening affiftance of an
angel ? Did he do all the good he would ?” To fup»
pofe that he wifbed not the converfion of bis friends
and brethren, is. to fuppofe him totally devoid of
snatural affeCtion : but were they all converted?
Did you never read, Neither did HIs BRETHREN
believe in him: And HMIs FRIENDS avent out to lay
bold on bim: for they faidy be is befide himfelf # To
‘conclude : Did he not accidentally flir up the evil
he would not, when he gave occafion to the envy
- of the pharifees—the fcorn of Hergd—the fears of
‘Pilate—the rage of the jewith mob? And when he
pray’d, that the bitter cxp mx’gbtffaj} Sfrom bim, if it
swere poffidle ; did he nothani eft a refigned defire

i 0]
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to efcape pain and fhame ? Jf every fuch defire is
indwelling fin, or the fleth SINFULLY lufling againft
" 2he fpirit, did he not go thro’ the siNFuL conflict,
as well as thofe whom we call perfec? men in Chrift ?
And confequently did he not fall at once from
mediatorial, Adamic, and chriftian pertection ;
indwelling fin being equally inconfiftent with all
thefe perfections ?—What true believer does not

fhudder at the bare fuppofition ? And if our finkfs -

Lord felt the aveaknefs of the fleth harmleflly lufting
againtt the avillingnefs of the fpirit, according to
his own doltrine, The fpirit indeed is WILLING but
the flefb is WEAK, is it not evident that the conflit
we fpeak of (if the {pirit maintains its fuperior, victo-
rioxs lufling againft the fle/b, and by that means
JSieadily keeps the flefh in it’s proper place) is it not
evident, I fay, that this confli¢t is no more incon~
fiftent with ~chriftian perfection, than fuffering,
agonizing, fainting, crying, and dying, which were
the lot of our finlefs, perfedd Saviour to the laft ?

If I am not greatly miftaken, the preceding re-
marks prove: (1) That when our opponents pretend
to demonttrate the neceffary indwelling of fin in all

7

believers from Gal., v. 17, they wretchedly tear

that text from the context, to make it fpeak a lan-
?lage which St. Paul abhors :—(2) That this text,
airly taken together with the context, and the
defign of the whole epiftle, is a proof that obedi-
ent, fpiritual believers can po what the dewitebed
Galatians couLD Not po; that is, they can
crucify the flefb awith all &s affeiions and lufts, and
walk as perfect chriftians, who utterly deftroy the
whole body of fin, and fulfid the law of Chriff.—
And (3) That to produce Gal. v, againft the doc-
trine of} chriftian perfetion, is full as abfurd as to
quote the fermon upon the mount in defence of
. .antinomian delufions.—I have dwelt fo long upon
" this head, becaufe I have before me + Az Effay
: ! on

.+ The arguments b)" which the doctrine of the neceffary in-
dwelling of fin in all believers till death is fupported in that
Effay, will be confidered in SecT. XIV.
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en Galatians v. 17. lately publifhed by an ingenious
Divine, who takes it for granted, that the Apoftle
contends in this verfe for the neceffary indwelling -
o fi.

Mr. Hill will probably fay, ¢¢ That he does not
reft the doétrine of chriftian imperfetion fo
much upon the experience of the fallen Galatians,
¢¢ as upon that of St. Paxl himfelf, who, in Rom.
¢¢ vii, frankly acknowledges, that he was ftilla
¢ aquretched, carnal man, [old under fin, and ferving
8¢ auith the flefb the law of fin. Whence it follows,
¢¢ that it is high prefumption in modern believers
to afpire at more perfeCtion, and greater free-
dom from fin upon earth, than had been attained
by St. Paul, who was not @ avbit bebind the very
¢ chicteff apofiles, but laboured more abundantly than

¢ they all.” —To this common objetion Ianfiver:
i

€6
(X3

-

(23
4
(3

(1) The perfe@tion we preach, is nothing but
-perfect repentance, perfet faith, and perfetlove,
“produ@ive of the gracious tempers which St. Paul
-himfelf deferibes, 1 Cor. xiii., We fee thofe blef-
fed tempers fhining - thro” his epiftles, difcourfes,
and condu&t; and I have proved in the preceding

-fetion, that he himfelf profefled chrifiian perfeftions
* This objetion therefore appears to us an unge-
‘merous attempt to make St. Paul grofly contradi&t
-himfelf.—For what can be more ungenerous, than to
take advantage of a figurative mode of expreflion,
to blait a good man’s charatter, and to traduce him
as a flave of his flefhly lufts, a drudge to carnality,
‘a wretch fold under fin? What would Mr. Hill
think of me, if, under the plaufible pretence of
magnifying God’s grace to the chief of finners, and
of proving that there is no deliverance from {in in
~this life, I made the following fpeech ?

¢ The more we grow in grace, the more clearly
¢ we fee ourfins; and the more willingly we ac-
¢ knowledge them to God and men. This is abun-

¢ dantly verified by the confeffions that the moft
¢ holy men have made of their wickednefs. hi:";ul'

H2
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# himfelf, holy Paxl, is not athamed to humble
¢ himfelf for’ the fins which he committed even
¢ after his converfion. J ROBBED other CHURCHES,,
fays he, raking avages of them to do you fervice.
2 Cor. xi. 8. Hence itappears, that the Apoftle
had agreed to ferve fome churches for a proper
falary : But, being carral, and fold ander fin, he-
broke his word ; he fleec’d, but refufed ta feed
the flocks ;. and robbing the churches, he went to
the Corinthians, perhaps to fee what he could’
get of them alfo in the end: for the hearr
15 defperately aicked, and deceitfel above all
things. Jeremiah xvii, 9. Nay, partial as he
was to thofe Corinthians, for whom he turned
church-robber, he fhewed that his love to them
was not fixlefs and free from rage ; for once he-
threaten’d to come to them «vith a rod; and he-
.gave one of them to Satan for the defiruction of
¢ the feb.  With great propriety therefore,
¢ did holy Pazl fay to the laft, I am the chief of
¢ finners.  And now, when e chicf of the aﬁo les.
_¢ abafes himfelf thus before God, and publicly
¢ teftifies, both by his words and works, that there-
S is no deliverance from fin, mo perfection in this life,
¢ who can help being frightened at the pharifaic
¢ pride of the men, who dare inculcate the doc--
¢ trine of finlefs perfection ? >
I'queftion if Mr. Hi/ himfelf, upon reading this
ungenerous and abfurd, tho’ in one fenfe, firiptu~
ral plea for St. Paul’s imperfecion, would not be as.
much outof conceit with my fititious explanation
of 2 Cor. xi, asIam with his calviniftic expofi-
tion of Rom. vii. Nor do I think it more criminal
_to reprefent the apoftle as a church-robber, than-
to traduce him as a awrerched, carnal man, sorv
UNDER fin ;—nnother Abad, that is, ‘A man who
did evil in the fight of the Lord, above all that avere
before bhim, :
(2) St. Paul no more profefles himfelf aaally a. -
earnal man in Rom. vii, than he profeffes himfelf
aflually a liar in Rom. iii. 7. where he fays, But
if the truth of God has more abounded thro’ My
LIE,
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21E, why am’ I judged as a finner ?———He rio more
protefles himfelt a man AcTUALLY fold wuder fin,
than. St. Fames and his fellow believers profefs
themfelves a generation of vipers, and afwal cur-
fers of men, when the one wrote and the others
wead, The tongue can no man tame :—1It is full of
deadly poifon :—therewith curRse WE men.. When
St. Paul reproves the partiality of fome of the
Corinthiaans to this or that preacher, he introduces
_ Apollos and bimjilf'; tho’ it feems that his reproof
was chiefly intended for other. preachers, who fo-
- mented a. party-{pirit inthe corrupted church of
Corinth. And then he fays, Thefe things, brethrem,
I HAVE IN A FIGURE TRANSFERRED TO MYSELF
and to Apollos, for your fakes ; that ye might learn
IN US not to think of men above thatavbich is writteny
- 1 Cor. iv. 6.—By the fame figure he fays of him-
felf, what he might have faid of any.other man,
or of all mankind: Fho' I fpeak awiih. the tongues
of men, and-of angels; and bave not charity, I am bes
come as founding brafs. Thrice in' three veries he
fpeaks of bis not having charity : and fuppofe he had
one it three hundred times, this would no more
have proved that he was really uncharitable, than
kis faying, Rom. vii, [am fild under fin, proves
- that he ferved the law of fin with bis bedy, as a flave
is forced to ferve the mafter who bcught him.

- (3) It frequently happens alfo, that by a‘figure .
- of rhetoric,. which is called Hypotspofis; writers re<
relate things pafl- or things. 10: come- in* the preint:
tenfe; that their narration' may be more lively,
and may make aftronger impreflion.. Thus Gen.-
vi. 17. we' read, Behold, Leven I do bring [i. e.
I will bring 120 years hence]. a:/ood upon the earth
20 deftroy all fiefh.—Thus-alfo, 2 Sam. xxii. 1, 3¢,
48. When the Lord nAp pELIVERED David cut
of tbe band of ALL his enemies, and given him poace in.
all bis borders, - be: fpake the words of this foug.—I1e
TEACHETH [i. e. he taught] my bands to war,. /o
o that a-bow of flecl 13 [i.He. was] brofen by mine arns:
3 —lt



€ 9o Se&. 7...

w1t is Godthat AVENGETH [i.e. that hath aven-
ged) me—and that BRINGETH [i. e. has brought}:
ime forth from mine enemies. A thoufand fuch ex-
-preffions, or this figure continued thro”a thoufand
verfes, would never prove, before unprejudiced:
“perfons, that King Sasl was alive, and that
\David was not yet delivered for good out of his
bloody hands. Now if St. Pas/, by a-fimilar figure,,”
which he carries thro’ part. of a chapter, relates:
his paf experience in the prefent tenfe :—If the-
chriftian apoftle, to humble himfelf, and to make
his defcription more lively, and- the oppofition.
between the bondage of fin and chriftian liberty
more ftriking :~—If the apeftle, I fay, with fucha.
defign as this, appears upon the ftage of inftruc-.
tion in his old jewifh drefs, a drefs this, in which
he could ferve God day and night, and yet, like:
another Ahab, breathe threatnings and flaughter:
againft God’s children :—And if in this drefs he
fays, I am carnal, fold usder fin, &c. is it nox
ridiculous to meafure his growth as an apoftle of
Chrift, by the ftandard of his ftature, when he
was a jewith bigot, a fiery zealot, full of good-
meanings and bad performances ? )

(4) To take a fcripture out of the context, is
often like taking the ftone that binds an arch out-
of its place: You know not what to make of it..
Nay, you may put it to an ufe quite contrary to
that for which 1t was intended. ~ This our oppo--
nents do, when they fo take Rom. vii. out ot 1’s.
connexion with Rom. vi, and Rom. viii, as to
make it mean the very reverfe of what the apoftle-
defigned. St. Paul, in Romans vth and vith, and
1n the beginning of the viith chapter, defcribes zbe-
&lorigus diberty of the children of God under the chrif-
tian difpenfution. And as a fkilful painter puts.
fhades in his pictures to heighten the efect of the
lights : f{o the judicious apoftle introduces in the-
latter part of Rom. vii, a lively defcription of the
domineering power of fin, and of the intolerable-
burden of guilt ;—a burden this, which he had fo.

, feverely
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feverely felt, when the convincing fpirit charged:
fin home upon his conicience after he had broken.
‘his good refolutions; but efpecinlly during the:
three days of his blindnefs and fafting at Da-
mafius. Then he groaned, O«wretched man that I
am, &c. hanging night and day between defpair-
and hope, between unbelief and. faith, between.
bondage and freedom, -till God brought him into

chriftian liberty by the ‘miniftry of Ananias:—-
Of this liberty the apoftle gives us a fatther and.
fuller account in Rom. viii. Therefore the de-

fcription.of the man, who groans under the galling
yoke of fin, is brought in merely by contratt, to.
fet off the amazing ditference there is between the-
bondage of fin,. ard the libert; of gofpel-holinefs :.
jutt as” the generals, who enicred. Rome in tri-
umph, ufed to_make a fhow of the: prince whom,
they had conquered. On fuch occafions the con--
queror rode-in a. triumphal chariot crowned with:
laurel; while the-captive king followed him on.
foot loaded with chains, and making, next. to the

conqueror; the moft firiking part of the fhow..
Now, ifin a Roman triumph, fome of the fpecta-

tors had taken i t}:[ned‘kiﬂg an foot-for the witloris-
ous general. in the chariot, becaule the one immedi.-
ately followed the other;: they would have. been

guilty of a miftake not unlike that of our oppo-

nents, who take the carzal jew, fo/d under fin, and.
groaning as he goes along, for the chriftian belie-.
ver, who walks in the fpirit, exults in the liberty.

of God’s.children, and always triumphs in Chrifi. =~

(5) To fee the propriety of the preceding ob-.
fervation we need only take notice of the contra«
riety there is between the PoNDAGE of the carvel
penitent delcribed Rom. vii.. 14, &c.. and the L1-
BERTY Of the fpiritual man defcribed in the begin--
ning of that very chapter.—The one fays, #ho
Jball deliver me 2—Sin rewives ;—lt- worki in him all-
manner of concupificnce—yea, it avorks death in him :
w—be is. carnal—fold’ under fin~forced by h;ls f_ad
i abits
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habits to- do what he is athamed of—and kept from
doing what he fees his duty.—n bim, that is, in
bis fie/b dwells no good thing—=Sin dwelleth in bint,—
How to perform thot awhich is goody be finds not.
Tho’ he has a defire to be better, yet ftill he doas:
ot do good—be does evil—evil is pront avith bime
His /n:ward man, his reafon and confcience approve,
yea delight in God’s law, i. e. in that whichis:
sight ; but ftill he does it not = his good refolu--
tions are no fooner made than they are broken :
For another law in bis members avars againft the law-
of bis mind, that is, his carnal appetites oppofe the
diGtates of his confcience, and bring bim into capti-
wity to the law of fin: So that, like a poor chained
flave, he has juft liberty enough to rattle his
chains, and to fay O wretched man that I am, awbhos
Moall deliver me from the body of this death, from this
complete aflembluge of corruption, mifery, and
death ! Is it not ridiculous to conclude, that, bes
caufe this groaning flave has now and then a hope
of deliverance, and at times thanks God thro’ Fejus.
Chrift for that hope; he is afxallya partaker of
the liberty, which is thus defcribed in the begin-
ning of the chapter ? X¢ are become dead to the law-
[the Mofaic difpentation] that ye fbould be married’
20 bim, avbo is raifed from the dead, that [inftead of
omitting to do good, and do evil] ave fhould bring
Jorth fruit unto God. For WHEN WE WERE in the-
He/b [in the ftate of the carnal man, fold undec
fin,—A fure proof this that the apoftle was no more
in that ftate). the motions of fin, which WERE by the
law [abftratted from the gofpel-promife] p1D work
in our members to bring forth fruit unto death. Bur
NOW WE ARE DELIVERED from the [curfe of the
moral, as well as fromr the bondage-of the Mofaic]
kaw, that being dead avberein-wE WERE HELD ; that
e floald ferve God 1N NEWNESS OF SPIRIT,.and
NOT IN THE OLDNESS OF THE LETTER, Rom.
vii. 4, 5, 6. Immediately after this glorious pro--
feflion of liberty, the apoftle in his- own perfon,.
by way of contrafty defcribes to the end of the
chapter,.
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chapter, the poor, lame, finful obedience of thofe
who ferve God IN THE OLDNESS OF THE LETTER =
So that nothing can be more unreafonable than to-
take this defcription, for a defcription of the obe-
dience of thofe, who ferve God 1N NEWNESS OF
THE SPIRIT. We have therefore in Rom. vii. 4,
‘5, 6, a ftrong rampart againft the miftake which:
our opponents build on the reft of the chapter.

(6) This miftake will appear ftill more aftonifth--
ing, if we read Ram, vi, where the apoftle parti—
cularly defcribes the liberty of thofe who ffrve God’
LN NEWNESS OF THE SPIRIT, according to the.
glorious privileges of the zew covenant. Is dark-
nefs more contrary to light than the preceding
defcription of the CARNAL gew is to the following
defcription of the spiriTUAL chriffian. How fball
ave that are DEAD TO SIN live any longer therein !
Our old man is crucified with Chrifl, that the body of
fin might be DESTROYED, #hat henceforth ave fhould:
Not sERVE 8iN. [Nore: Tae carnal jew,,
tho’ againﬂ his confcience, ftill ¢¢ ferwes the law of »
« fin” Rom. vii. 25.] Now he that is DEAD, is
FREED FROM SIN.,—Rcckon sye yourfelves alfo to be
DEAD INDEED UNTO SIN.—Yicld yourftlves unto

. God, As thofe that are ALIVE FROM THE DEAD
[Nore: The-carnal jew fays, ¢ SIN REVIVED
¢ axp I p1ep,” Rom. vii.g. but the fpiritual
chriftian is ALIVE FROM THE DEAD.]—Sin fball
#ot bawve dominion over yox [now you are fpiritual :
You need not fay, ¢ I dotheevil that I hate, and:
¢ theevil 1 would not, that I do:] for yow
are not under thelaav [under the weak difpenfation
of the law of Mofes ;] dut under grace, [under the

werful, gracious difpenfation of Chrift.]—God

e thanked, that [whereas} ye WERE #he SERVANTS
oF sIN [when you carnally ferved God in the old-
nefs of the letter] ye bave obeyed from the heart the
Jorm of doflrine, which was delivered you i [that is,,
Ye have heartily embraced the Gofpel of Chrift,
who gives reftto all that come to him travelling
and heavy laden.] Being THEN MADE FREE
FROM
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FROM SIN, YE BECAME the fervants of righteousnefi—
For awhen ye WERE the fervants of fin, ye awere free .
Jrom righteoufnefi.—BuT Now being—carnal, fold un-
der fin, ye ferve the law of fin! No: juft the
‘reverfe : BuT Now Jeing MADE FREE FROM SIN,
and BECOME SERVANTs TO GOD, ye HAVE your
Jruit UNTO HOLINESS, and the end everlafiing life.
Rom. vi, 2==22. Is it poffible to reconcile this
defcriptionof chrift‘an liberty, with the preceding
defcription of jewi/b bondage ? Can a man at the
fame time exult in the one, and groan under the
other? When our opponents affert it, do they not
confound the My/aic andthe Chriflian difpenfation :
—the workings of the f{pirit of dondage, and the
-workings of the fpirit of adoption? And yet,
aftonifhing ! THEY charge us with confounding Jawe
and goftel !

(7) We fhall fee their miftake in a fill more
glaring light, if we pafs to Rom, viii, and confider
the defcription, which St. Paul continues to give
us of the glorious liberty of thofe, who have done
with the oldnefs of the [jewith] letter, and ferve God
in newnefls of the fpirit. The. poor jew, carnally
fticking in the letter, is condemned for all he does,
if his confcience is awake. But There is now no
-condemnation 1o them awbich are in Clriff Fefus
5who are come up to the privileges of the chriftian

ifpenfation] awho avalk uot after the fofb, but after
the [pirit.  For the law of the fpirit of life in Chrift
Fe/us [the power of thé quickning {pirit given me,
and my fellow-believers, under the fpiritual and.
perfect difpenfation of Chritt Jefus] harh made me
Jiee from the law of fin and death. For what the lasw
[the letter of the Mojaic difpenfation] could nct do
in that it avas aveak thro' the fefb, God fending bis
-own Son, condemned fin in the flofb : that the rightt-
oufnef; of the law [the {piritual obedience, which
the moral law of Mofes adopted by Chrift requires}
night be fulfilled in us, avho avalk not after the fleb,
.but afler the fpirit.  For [fo far from profefling that
T am ¢ carnal and fold under fin,” I declare thas}
[ ]
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to be carnally minded is pEATH: [Well may then
the carnal jew groan, ‘¢ Who fhall deliver me
from the body of this DEATH "] Bat to be fpiri-
tually minded is life and peace : So then, they that are
m the flefb, [i. e. carnal, fold under fin] cannot
pleafe God. But ye are not in the flefb, but in the
Jpirit, 1F so BE that the sPIRIT of God dwell 1N
You. ' Now if any man bave not the fpirit of Chrif},
be is mone or mHis: [he is, at beft, a difciple oF
MosEes, a poor, carnal jew; and remains ftill a
ftranger to the glorious privileges of the chriftian
difpenfation] But if Chrif} be in you, the body is dead
[weak and full of the feeds -of death] bccanfe of
[original] fin 5 dut the fpirit islife [ftrong and fult
of immor:ality] &ecenfé of [implanted and living]
righteoufuefs.—For ye have not received the fpirit of
bondage again to fear, [like the poor, carnal man,
who thro’ fear and anguifh groans out, ¢ O wretched
man that I am:”] Butye have receivedthe fpirit of
adoption, awherehy ave [who walk in newnefs of the
{pirit and pleafe God—we, who have the {pirit of
Chrift] cry Abba, Father: The [pirit itfelf bearing
witnefs with our fpirits thatave are the children of God :
and if children, then beirs s heirs of God {whom we
pleate] and joint beirs aith Chriff, [thro’ whom we
pleafe God.] Rom. viii. 1—17. :
This glorious liberty, which God’s children
enjoy in their foxls under the perfection of the
chriftian difpenfation, will one day extend to their
bodies, which are dead [i. e. infirm and condemned .
to die] becaufe of [original] fin. And with refpect
to the-body enly 1t is, that the apoftle fays, Rom.
vill. 23, We ourfelves alfo, who have the firf fruits
of the fpirit, GROAN avithin ourfelves, waiting for tha
adoption [of our oUTWARD man] that is, the redemp-
tion of our BoDY : For [with refpe& to the body,
whofe imperfe€tion is fo great a clog to the foul}
ave are faved by hope. [In the mean time] ave know
that all things wgrk together for good to them that love
God.— Who /;1:5 Jeparate us [that love God, and
walk not after the fleth, but after the fpirit] from
the love of Chrifi 2 Shall tribylation or difircfs, &c. .do; ’
- ' e
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it? Nay, in all thefe things [much more in refpe&
-of fin, and carnal-mindednefs] we are MORE THAN
‘CONQUERORSy' thro’ him that loved us. Rom. viiie
23—137. :

And, that this abundant viCory extends to the
deftruétion of the CARNAL MIND, we prove by
thefe words of the context, 7o be CARNALLY
MINDED 75§ DEATH; . bat fo be SPIRITUALLY
MINDED i5s LIFE and PEACE ; becaufe the CARNAL

. MIND is ENMITY dagainff God: for it isnot fubjel
20 the law of God, ncitber indeed can be.  So then, they
that are 1N THE FLESH [they that are CARNALLY
MINDED] cannot pleafe God. But YE ARE NOT IN
THE FLESH, [ye are NOT CARNALLY MINDED]
but IN.THE SPIRIT [yeare SPIRITUALLY MIND-
ED :] #f /o be that the fpirit of God DWELL IN YOU»
{For awbere the jpirit of the Lord is, and PWELLs a8
a fpirit of adoption, there is conflant liberty ; and
if any man bath not that fpirit, or if he hath it only
as a fpirit of bondage, 1o make him groan O wretched
man ! he may indeed be a fervant of God in the
land of his fpiritual captivity, but be s none of
Chriff’s free-men : .He may ferve God in the old-
nefs of the letter, as a jew: but he does not ferve
him ix mewnefs of the [pirit, as a chrifian. For, I
repeat it, avhere the fpirit of Chriff is, and DWELLSs
according to the falne/s of the chriftian difpenfation,
there is liberty, & glorious liberty, which is the very
veverfe, of the ozdage, that Mr. Hill pleads for
during the term of life. See Rom. viii. 14—21.

Whether therefore we confider Rom, vii, Rom.
vi, or Rom. viii, it appears indubitable, that the
{enfe which our opponents fix upon Rom. vii. 14,
&c, is entirely contrary to the apoftle’s meaning,
to the context, and to the defign of the whole
epiftle, which is to extol the privileges of thofe
awbho are Chriffs, above the privileges of thofe
avbo are Noal's or Mofes’s ; or, if you pleafe, to
extol the privileges of fpiritual curisTIANS who
ferve God in' wewnefs. of the fpirit, above the privi-
leges”of carnal MEATHENs and jEws, who ferve
him only iz the olduefs of the letter, SEC

N . - E -
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SECTION VIL

An anfaver to the arguments, by wbich St. Paul's
Juppofed carnality is generally dsfended,

JF the fenfe which our opponents give to Rom.

vil. 14, is true, the doftrine of chriftian per-
fedtion is a dream, and our utmoft attainment. on
earth is St. Paul’s apoftolic carnality, and involuns
Yary fervitude to the daw of fir; with an hopeful
profpet of deliverance in a Zeath-purgatory. It
1s therefore of the utmoft importance to ettablith
our expofition of that verfe, by anfwerirg the ar-
guments, which are fuppofed to favour the antino~
nian meaning rathly fixed upon that portion of
“fcripture.

Arcument I. ¢ If 8t. Paul was not carral
¢ and old ander fin when he wrote to the Romans,
¢ why does he fay, I am carzal ? Could he not
<¢ have faid, I wWAS CARNAL ONCE, bat Now the
“ Jaw of the fpivit of life in Chrift Fefus bas jet me
¢ freefrom the law of fin and death ? Can you give
“¢ a good reafon why, in Rom. vii. 14, the phrafe
¢ T aAM carnal, muft mean I was carnal2 Is it
<¢ right “thus' to fubflitute the paff tenfe for the
‘¢ prefent? ”

Axswer., We have already fhewn, that this
figurative way of {peaking is not uncommon in the
fcriptures.  'We grant however that we ought not
to depart’ from the ZJiteral fenfe of any phrafe,
without good reafons. Several fuch, I truft have -
already been produced, to fhow the neceflity of
taking St. Paul’s words, £ am carnal, in the fenfe
ftated in the preceding fection. I fhall offerone
more Remark upon this head, which, if I miftake.
not, might alone convince the unprejudiced. h

: : ¢
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‘The ftates of all fouls may in general be reduced

to three :—(1) That of anawakened firners, who
quietly fleep in the chains of their fins, and dream
of felf-righteoufnefs and heaven.—(2) That of
awakened, uneafy, reluCtant finners, who try in
vain to break the galling chains of their fins :—
And (3) That of delivered finners, or victorious
believers, who enjoy the liberty of God’s children.
‘This laft ftate is defcribedin Rom, vii. 4, 6. - The
reft of that chapter is judicioufly brought in, to
thow how the wnawaken’d finner is rouzed out of
his carnal ftate, and how the awakened finner ‘is
driven to Chnft for liberty by the lathing and
binding commandment. The apoftle fhows this by
obferving [ver;u], &c.] how the law makes a firner
[or, if you pleafe, made him] pafs from the unstva-
kened to the awakened ftate. I bad not known fir,
fays he, dut by the law, &c. When he had defcri-
bed his UNAWAKENED flate WITHOUT THE LAW,
and began to defcribe his AWAKENED flate UNDER
THE LAW; nothing was more natural than to
-change the tenfe. But, having already ufed the
PAST tenfe in the defcription of the fr# [or the un-
-awakened] ftate ; and having faid, Without the lawv
Jin WAs dead—1 w As alive vithout the law ONCE—
Sin REVIVED and I D1ED, &c. he could no more
ufe that tenfe, when he began to defcribe the fecond
[or the awaken’d] ftate; I mean the ftate, in
which he found himfelf, when the commandment
. had rouzed his fleepy confcience, and flain his
. pharifaic hopes: He was therefore obliged to ufe
another tenfe; and none, in that cafe, was fitter
than the profent : Juft as if he had faid: ¢ When
¢ the commandment flew the conceited pharifee in
¢ me;—~when J dicd to my felf-righteous hopes ; 1
¢ did not die without a groan, Nor did I pafs into
¢ thelifeof God without fevere pangs: No: T |
- ¢ firuggled with earnefinefs, I complained with
‘¢ bitternefs, and the language of my opprefled
} heart was; Jam carnal, fold under fin &c.
1Y
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to the end of the chapter¥. It is therefore with
the utmoft rhetorical propriety, that the apottle
fays, I aM, and not I was carnal, &c. But rbeto-
rical propriety -is not theological exalinefs. David
may fay as a poct, God awas wroth, There went up
a fmoke out of his nofirils, and fire out of -his mouth
devoured; coals avere kindled by it: But it would
be ridiculous to take thefe expreffions in a literal
fenfe. Noris it much lefs abfurd to affert, that
St. Paul’s words, 7am carnaly fold under fin, are to
be underftood of chriftian and apoftolic liberty.

Arc. II. ¢ St. Paul fays to the. Corinthians,
¢ I avrite not 10 you as to fpiritual men, but as to
& CARNAL, even to BABES IN CHrRIsT., Now if
¢¢ the Corinthians could be at once Aoly, and yet
¢ carnal; why could not St. Paul be at the fame
¢ time an eminent, apoftolic /aiut, and a carnal,
¢ aurescbed many jold wader fin "

Ans. 51) The Corinthians were by no means
eftablithed believers in gemeral, for the apoftle
concludes his laft epiftle to them, by bidding them
examine whether they were in the faith.—(2) If St.
Paul proved carzal ftill, and was to continue fo till
death, with all the body of chriftian believers ;

: 12 why

* Some time after I had written this, looking into Dr. Dod-
dridge’s LeQures on divinity, page 451, I was agreeably fur-
prized to find, that what that judicious and moderate Calvinift:
prefents as the ‘moft plaufible fenfe of Rom. vii. 14, is exally
the fenfe which I defend in thefe pages. Take bis own words.
¢ §r, Paul F1RST reprefents a man as ignorant of the law, and
¢ then infenfible of fin; but AFTERWARDS becoming ac-
¢ quainted with it, and then thrown into a kind of defpair, by
¥¢ the fentence of death which it denounces, on account of fins
4 he is now confcious of having committed: He then farthes
¢ fhows, that even where there is fo good a difpofition, as even
¢ 1o delight inthe law, yet the motives are. too weak to main-
¢ tain that uniform tenor of obedience, which a good man
# greatly defires and which the gofpel by its suPERIOR mQe
# uvey and grace ducs in faét produce.”
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why did he #pbraid the Corinthians with their un-
AVOIDAELE carnality ? Why did he wonDER at
it, and fay, e are YET CARNAL; for avhereas
there is among you envying and firife, &c. ARE YE
* Nor cARNAL ? Might not thefe carnal Corinth-
ians have juilly replied, CArRNAL phyfician, beal
thyfelf 7~——(3) Inthe language of the apoitle, to e
carnal—to be carpally minded—to walk aficr the flefb—
not to wzlk after the fpirit—and to be in the flefb, are:
g{hrafes of the fame import, This is evident from
om. vil, 14, viii. 1, to g : And he fays direitly, .
or indirectly, that to thofe who are in that ftate,
theve is condemnation : That they cannot pleafe God,.
—And that they are in a ftate of dearh; becaufe
to be carnal, or carually-minded is death. Rom. viii.
1, 6,8. Now, if he was carzal himfelf, doesit .
not follow that he could not pleafe God, and that he
 was in a ftate of condemnaticr and death ? But how
does this agree with the profeffion which he imme-
diately mukes of being led by the fpirit, of walking in
the (pirit, and of being made free from the law of fin
and death, by the [fpirit of life in Chrif? i?‘qﬁu ?-
(4) We do not deny that the remains of the carnal
mind {till cleave to mperfect chriftians ; and that,
when the expreflion carzal is foftened, andquali~
fied, it may in a low fenfe be applied to fuch pro-
feffors as thofe Corinthians were, to whom St..
Paul faid, Jcould not fpeak to you as to SPIRITUAL.
But, could not the apoftle be yet jpokex 0 as a
SPIRITUAL man? And does he not allow, that °
éven in the corrupted churches of Corinth and Ga-
latia, there were fome truly jpiritwal men—fome
adult, perfett chriftians? See 1 Cor. xiv. 37, and
Gal.vi. 1.—(5) ‘When the apoftle calls the divided
Corinthidns carnal, he immediatély foftens the ex-
preflion by adding babes in Chriff: If therefore the
word carnal is applied to St. Paul in this fenfe,
it muft follow that the apoftle.was but a dade in
- Chriff; And if he was buta dade, is it not as ab-
furd to judge of the growthof apwrt chriftians
by bis growth, as to meafure the ftature of a wéva
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by that of an infant ?2—(6) And laflly: The
man_defcribed in Rom. vii. 14, i3 not only called
carnal witheut any foftening, qualifying phrafe;
‘but the word caraal is immediately heightened b:

an uncommon expreflion, fold xnder fin ; which is
delcriptive of the ftrongeft bondage of corruption.
Thus reafon, fcripture, and critici{in agree to fet
this argument afide. , :

- Are. IIl. ¢ The carnal man, whofé caufe
¢ we plead, fays, Rom. vii. z0, If1 o that I would
¢ oty it is o more I that do it, but fin.awbich dvsek
¢ leth in me,’ that is, in my UNRENEWED part}
¢¢ and therefore he might be an eminent, apoftolie
¢ faint in his RENEWED part; and a ecarnal,
¢ wretched man, fold under fin, in his unrE-
‘¢ NEWED part.” ~ : .

Ans. (1) The apoftle fpeaking there as a carnal,
and yet awakened man, who has light enough to fee
his finful habits, but not faith and refolution
enough to overcome them; his meaning is evi-
dently this.: Jf1, as a carnal man, dv whar I, as
an awakened man, wozld not; it is xo more I that
do. it, that is, 1 do not do it according to my
awakened condcience, for my confcience rifes againft
my conduét: bus it is fin that drgelleth in me: it is
the tyrant fin, that has full pofleffion of me, and
minds the di¢tates of my confcience no more, than
an inexorable- tafk-mhafter minds thecries of an op~
prefled flave. ' :

(2)- If the pure love of God was fbed abroad in
St. Paul’s beart; and cenflrained bim,.he dweltin
love, and of confequence, in God: For St. John
fays, He that dwelleth in lowe, dwellethin God, and
God in bim.—He'that is in you, is greater than he that
& in theavorld. Now if éod dwels in Paul by his
loving fpirit, it becomes. our objeftors to fhew
that an indwelling God, and induwelling fin, are on=
and the fame thing; or that the apoftle had
Rrangely altered his do@trine when he atked with

: . 1 3 indlg,-
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indignation, #hat concord bath Chriff awith Belial ? -
For if induelling fin [the Belial within] was nece/--
Jfarily to neftle with Chrif in St. Paul’s heart, and:
in the hearts of all believers, fhould not the apoftle-
have rather cried out with. admiration, ‘¢ See how:
great is the concord between Chrift and Belial 2
They are infeparable ! They always live in the:
fame heart together; and nothing ever parted.
them, but what parts man and wife, that is;
death.”
(3) If a reluanceto. ferve the law of fin is a’
_ proof that we are holy as Paxl was holy, is there-
not joy in heaven over the apoftolic holinefs of moft
robbers, and murderers in the kingdem? Can.
they not fooner or later fay, ¢ With MY MIND [or
confcience] £ ferve the law of God: but with my
Sefb the law of fin. How to perform what is good L
Jind not. 1 would be honeft and loving, if Icould
be fo without denying myfelf: Bwt I find a law,.
that avhen I would do good, evil is prefent with me ?
Nor canany thing be ftronger upon this head, than.
the words of the inhuman princefs, who, being.
at the point of committing murder, cryed out =
¢ My MinD” [that is, my reafon or confcience},
¢ leads me 1o one thing, but my new, impetuons paffion:
¢ carrics me to another AGAINST MY WILL. [/ feey
¢ 1 approve awbagis right, but I do what: is cris
¢ minal +.” ’ .
Arc. IV, ¢ The man, whofe experience is-
¢ defcribed in Rom, vii, is faid to délight in the
¢ law of God after the inward man, and to ferve the.
¢ law of God awith. THE MIND ; therefore he was:
¢¢ partaker of apoftolic holinefs.” -

. ..Ans. Does he not alfo fay, WirH THE FLESH:
Iferve the law of fin? And did -not Medea fay as.
much’

+ Sed trahit invitam nova vis, aliudque cupido,
Mgns aliud fuadet.  Video meliora, probogue,
Deteriorg fequor.
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much in’ her way, before the imbrued her hands Tm:
mnocent blood ¢ What elfe could fhe meun when

the cried out, ¢“ 7 fee and approve WITH MY MIND.
svbat isright, tha’ I do whas is criminal #” Did not
the pharifees for a time rejoice in the barning and’
JShining light of John the Baptift ? And does not an

-evangelift inform us, that Hrred himfelf Jeard that

man of God fyfsec] WITH DELIGHT, and did’
many: things too? Mark vi. 20. But, is this a

proof that either Media, the Pharifees, or Herod'
had attained apoftolic holinefs ?

Arg. V. ¢ The perfon who defcribes his una~
¢ vailing ftruggles under the power of fin, cries
¢ out at lalt, Who fball deliver me, &c. and imme-
¢¢ diately expreiles a hope of future deliverance ;-
¢ thanking God, forit, thro’ Jesus CurisT our
*¢ Lord, Rom. vii.. 24, 25. Does not this thew
“ that the carnal man fold under fin was a chriftian
¢ believer, and, of confequence, Pax/ himfelf ?*

Ans. This fhows only that the man foid under Sy,
and groaning for evangelical liberty, is fupported.
under his unhappy circumftances by an hope of
deliverance ;- and that, when the law, like a fevere:
fcheol-mafter, has almof brought him to Jefus
Chrift ; when he is come to the borders of Canaan,,
and is not far from the kingdom of God, and the city
of refuge, he begins to look and long earneftly for
€hriff, and has at times comfortable hopes of deli-
verance thro’ him. He has a faith that defires.
liberty, but not a .faith that obtainsit. He has a
degree of the fzith to be bealed, which is mentioned’
Ad&ts xiv, g. but he hasnot yet the acruarrLy-
HEALING, prevailing faith, which St. John calls
THE VICTORY, and which is accompanied with an:
internal witnefs. that Chrifi is formed in our bearts..
Itis abfurd to confound the carpal man, who
ftruggles into Chrift and liberty, faying #he fball.
dcliver me, &c. with the sPIRITUAL man, who is
eome to Chrift, flands in his redgeming power, and

L r witnefles.
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witnefies, that the law of the fpirit of kife in Chriff
" §efus, HAS MADE HIM FREB fromthe law of fin amd
death., The one may fay in his hopeful moments,
1 thank God [ IsHALL HAVE the wiflory] thro® fefus
Chriff : but the other can fay, I HAVE it Now.
Thanks be to God, wwho GIVETH Us the wilory thyo”
Fefas Chriff our Lord. i Cor. xv. 57. The one .
vifbes for, and the other enjoys liberty : The one
has ineffedlual defires; and the other has wiforions
babits.  Such is the contraft between the carNALR
penitent defcribed in Rom. vii. 14, and the oBEDI~
ENT believer defcribed in Rom. viii. ¢ There is &
¢ GREAT DIFFERENCE’ [fays the Rev. Mr.
Whitefield] ¢ between coop DEsiREs and coop
¢ HAsITS. Many have the one, who never attain
¢ the other.’ ]WZn_y come wp to the experience of @
carnal penitent, who never attain the experience of an
obedient believer.} ¢ Many have good defires to
¢ fubduefin ; and yet, refing in thofe good defires,
¢‘fin has always had the dominion over them:”
[avith the fefb they bave always jerved the low of fin. %
¢ A perfon fick of a fever may, defire to be in
¢ health, but that defire is not health itfelf.?
Whitefield’s Works, Vol. iv.page 7.  If the calvi-
nifts would do juftice to this important diftinétion;
tt;?r' would fobn drop the argument which I anfwer,.
and the yoke of carnality which they try to fix upormr
- St. Paul’s neck. o

Arc. VI. ¢ You plead bard for the Apoftle’s
¢ fpirituality : but his own plain confeffion thows,. -
¢¢ that he was really CARNAL, and fold’ under fin.
¢ Does he not fay to the Corinthians, that zhere
¢ auas given bim a thorn IN THE FRESH, a meffen-
s« ger of Satan to buffet him, leff he fhould be exalted
¢ above meafure by the abundance of the rewelations,
¢¢ which had been vouchfafed him ? 2 Cor, xii. 7..
" ¢¢ Now what could this herm in the fefh be,. but &
¢ finful luff? And what this meffenger of Satan,.
¢ ‘but pride or immoderate anger . Thiice be befought
!¢ the Lord, that thefe plagues might depart fro
: o k

im,,

-
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¢ him, but God would not hear him. Indwelling
¢ fin was to keep him humble; and if St. Paul

¢¢ ftood in need of that remedy, how much more
“ owe?” '

Aws. (1) Indwelling anger keeps us angry, and
not meek : Judwelling pride Keeps us proxd, -and not
humble. The ftreams anfwer to the fountain, It
is abfurd to fuppofe, that a salt fpring will fend
forth fre/b water. o

(2) You entirely miftake the apoftle’s meaning.
While you try to make him a modeft imperfedionift,
you inadvertently reprefent him as an impudent
antinomian; For, fpeaking of his thorn in the flc/b,
and of ‘the duffiting of Satan’s meffenger, he calls
them his infrmities: and fays, Most GLADLY
therefore wiLL 1 GLORY iz MY INFIRMITIES.
Now, if bis infirmities weré pride, a avrathful dif-
pofition, and a filthy Iuft ; did he not aét the part of

.a filthy antinomian, when he faid that he GLorIED-
iy THEM ? Would not even Pauls carnal man
have bluthed to fpeak thus ? Far from GLORYING
in his pride, wrath, or indwelling luft, did he not
‘groan, O avretched man that I am? h

(3) The apoftle, ftill fpeaking of his thorn in the
JSe/b,- and of Satan buffeting him by proxy, and fill
calling thefe trials bis infirmitics, explains himfelf
farther in thefe words: T herefore I TAKE PLEA~
SURE in infirmities, in reproaches, in perfecations, &c..
Sor ChrifP’s fake ; for avhen I am weak, then am I
Srong.  Chriff’s firength is made perfect in my weaknefin
Thofe infirmities—that thorn in the flefh—that
buffeting of Satan, cannot then be indwelling finy
or any out-breaking of it: For the devil himfelf
could do no more than to TAKE PLEASURE in his
wickednefs : and [in Rom. vii.} the carnal penitent
himfelf BELIGHTS in the lavrof God afier the inwvard
man, inftead of TAKING PLEASURE in his indwel-
ling fin, - ' )

(4) The infirmities, in which St. Paul glories
and takes pleajure, were fuch as had been GLVEN

- HEM
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HrM to keep him humble AFTER bis revelations.
THERE WASGIVEN TO ME a thorn in the flo/b, &c.
2 Cor. xii, 7. Thofe infirmities, and that thorn
were not then indwelling fin, for indwelling fn was
Nort given bim after his vifions ; feeing it ftuck
faft in him long before he went td Damafeus. It
is abfurd theretore to fuppofe that God gave bim
the thorn of indwelling {in AFTERWARDS, or in-

deed that he gavE it him at all.
(5) If Mr. Hill wants to know what we under-
ftand by St. Paul’s thorn in the flefb, and by the
meffenger of Satan that buffeted him : We reply,
that we underftand his bodily infirmities—the great
weaknefs, and the violent head-ach, with which
Tertullian and St. Chryfoflom inform us the apoftle
was afflited. The fame God, who faid to Satan .
concerning Job, Bebold be is in thine hand to touch
his boune and his flefb, but fave bis iife :—The fame
God who permitted that adverfary to bind a deugh-
ter of Abrabam with a fpirit of [bodily] infirmity for
eighteen years ; The fame gracious Ged, 1 fay, per-
mitted Satan to afflict Paul’s body with uncommon
pains ; and, at times, it feems, with preternatu-
ral weaknefs, which made his appearance and de-
livery contemptible in the eyes of his adverfaries.
That this is not a conjeéture grounded upon un-
certain tradition, is evident from the apoftle’s own
words two pages before. His letters, fay they [that
buffeted me in the name of Satan] are weighty and
2 weﬁrful; but bis bodily prefence is WEAK, and bis
/peech coNTEMPTIBLE, 2 Cor. x. 10. And foon
after, defcribing thefe emiffaries of the devil, he
fays: Such are falfe apofiles, deccitful avorkers,
transforming themfibves into the apofiles of Chrifi [to
oppofe me, and to prejudice you againft iny minif-
try.:] Aud no marvel : for Satan himfelf [who fets
them on] /s transformed into an anget of light. 2 Cor.
xi. 13. But if the tharn in the flefh 1s all one with
the Sufeting mefenger of fatan, St. Paul’s meaning
is evidently this: ¢ God, who fuffered the Ca-
¢ naanites to be SCOURGES i the fides of the Ifrackees,
: ¢ and
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¢ and THORNS in their eyes, Joth. xxiii. 13, has fuf-
¢ fered Satan to bruife my heel, while I bruife his
¢ his head: And that adverfary afflits me thus,
¢ by his thorns and pricking briers, thatis, by
¢ falfe apoftles, who buffet me thro’ malicious mit-
¢ reprefentations which render me vile in your
¢ fight.’—This fenfe is firongly countenanced by
thefe words of Ezekiel, They fball know that Iam
the Lord, and there fball be no more a PRICKING
BRIER to the houfe of Ifracl, nor any GRIEVING
THORN of all that are round about them, that pEsP1-
SED them. Ezek. xxviil, 24.

Both thefe fenfes agree with reafon and godli-
nefs, with the text and the context., Satan IMME-
DIATELY pierced the apoftle’s body with preter-
natural pain: And, by the malice of falfe brethren,
the oppofition of fafI/E apofiles within the church,
and the fiercenefs of cruel perfecutors without, he
IMMEDIATELY endeavoured to caft down or de-
ftroy the zealous apoftle. But Paul walked in the

perfed way, and we may well fay of him, whatwas*

faid of Job on a fimilar occafion, Jz all this PauL
Jfinned not, as appears trom his” own words in this
wery Epiftle : 1 am exceeding joyful “in all our tribu-
lation.— Our flefb bad no reyi but we aere troubled
on every fide: Without the church aere fightings,
avithin aveve fears: [We had furious oppofition
from the heathens without ; “ and awithin, we feared
left our brethren fhould be difcouraged by the
number and violence of our adverfaries :] Newer-
thelefs God, avho comforteth thofe that are caft dowun,
comforted uso—We are troubled on every fide, YET
NOT DISTRESSED; e are perplexed, but NoT 1IN
DESPAIR ; perfecuted, but NOT FORSAKEN; caff
down, but not deflroy’d ; always bearing about in the

body the dying of the Lord Jefus.—For which caufe e

Saint not ; but, the’ our outward man perifb [thro’
the thorns in our flefh, and the buffetfags of Satan;]

_yet the inward man is rencwed day by day ;—it grows
ftronger and ftronger in the Lord.—When T fee

St. Paul bear up with' fuch undaunted fomtug:,

- : ' ' under
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mnder the bruifing hands of Satar’s mefengers, and
the pungent operation of the thorns in bis flefb ;
amethinks I fee the General of the chriftians waving
the ftandard of cHRISTIAN PERFECTION, andcry-
ing, Be followers of me:—Be wholly fpiritual.—
Fake unto you the WHOLE armour of God, thatye may

* e able to withfland in the evil day, and having DONE
ALL, to fland, and to witnefs with me, that, iz all
thefe things, we are MORE than conquerors thro’ him
shat bath loved us.

Arc. VII. ¢ You extol the apoftle too much.
< He certainly was a carnal man fill: For St,
“¢ Lukeinforms us, that the contention [ wapefuapos]
¢ avas fo fbarp betweer Barnabas and him, tbat they
¢ departedoneafander from another, Alts xv. 39. Now
“¢ charity [s wapauveTas] is not prowoked, or does
€< not contend. Strife or contention is one of the
“¢ fruits of the flofb; and if St. Paul bore that
“¢ fruit, Ido not fee why you fhould fcruple to call
“¢ him a carnaly wretched man, fold under fia.”

Ans. (1) Every contention is mot finful. The
apoftle fays himfelf, CoNTEND for the faith-~BE
ANGRY andfin not—1It is good to be ZEALOUSLY
AFFECTED ALWAYS i @ GooD thing.—Jefus Chrift
did not break the law.of love, when he looked
#ound WITH ANGER' upon the pharifees; Jeing
grieved for the hardnefs of their bearts. Nor does
Mofes charge sIN upon God, where he fays, The
"Lord rooted them out of their land 1IN .ANGER, and
IN WRATH, and i GREAT INDIGNATION. If
St. Paul had contended in an uncharitable manner, I -
would directly grant that in that hour he fell from
chriftian perfettion: For we affert, that, as a car-
nal profeffor may occafionally crofs fordan, takea
turn into the good land, and come back into the
wildernefs, as the fpies did in the days of Jofhua:
{o a fpirital man, who lives in Canaan, may occi-
fionally draw back, and take a turn in the wilder-
nefs, efpecially before he is frengthened, gﬂa&bﬁ«g

- an
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and fettled under his heavenly vine, in the good
land that flews with {piritual milk and honey. But
this was not the apoftle’s cafe. Thereis not the
deaft intimation given of his finning in the aftair,
Barnabas, iays the hiftorian, DETERMINED #o tak2
awith them his own nephew Fobn Mark: but Paul
THOUGHT NOT GOOD fo do it, becaufe when the
had tried him before, e went ndt with them to the
~aworky but departcd from them from Pamphikia. Alts
xv. 38. Now, by every rule of reafon and ferip-
ture, Paul was in the riili:, for we are to try the
Spirits, and lovingly to deware of men, efpecially of
fuch men as have already made - us-fmart by their
xcowardly ficklenefs as, Fobn Mark had done, when
he had left the itinerant apoftles in the midft of
their dangers. ' )
-~ (2) With refpe&t to the word {#wagofuenGri
-contention or provoking, it is ufed in a geod, as well
as ina bad_fenfe. Thus Heb. x. 24, we read of
[7apofuapor 2yaxys] @ CONTENTION, OF @ PRO»
WOKING unto love and.good aorks. And therefore,
granting that a grain of partiality to his nephew,
'made Barnabas ftretch too much that fine faying,
Charity bopeth all things ; yet, from the circuniftan»
<es of Barnakas’s parting with St. Paul, we have
not the leaft proof, that St. Paul ftained at-all his
chriftian perfedtion in the affair, :

If the reader properly weighs thefe anfwers to
the arguments, by which our opponents try to flain
the chara&er of St. Paul asa /}iriml man, he will
fee, I hope, that the apoftle 1s as:much mifrepre-
fented by Mr, Hill’s doftrine, as chriftian perfec~
tion, is by his fititious creed.

X SECT,
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SECTION IX.

8t..Pavy, inflead of owning bimfilf a carnal man,
Sl fold under fin, prefents us avith a firiking pic-
ture of the perfell chriflian, by occafionally- defcribing
HIS OWN fpiritzality and heavenly-mindednefs. And
therefore - his genuine experiences are fo many proofs,
that chrifiian perfeslion is attainable, and bas aclually
been attained in this life.—What St. Auguftine and
the Rev. Mr. Whitefield once thought of Rom. vii,
w— And how near this laff divine, and the Rev.
Mr. Romaine, fometimes come to the dodrine of
- chriflian perfellion. '

.

R. HILL’s miftake with refpec to St. Paul’s

\ JSuppofed carnality, is fo much the more aflo«
nithing, as the apoftle’s profeffed fpirituality not
only clears him,.but demonftrates the truth of our

-doctrine. Having therefore refcued his charaéter

‘from under the feet of thofe who tread bis honour
in the dufl, and fell his perfon under fin at an anti-
nomian market, I fhall retort the argument of our
opponents ; and, appealing to St. %’:ul’s genuine
and undoubted experiences, when he taught awifdom
among the perfedd, 1 fhall prefent the reader with a
icture of the perfec chriffian drawn at full length.
or need I inform Mr. Hill, that the mifreprefen-
ted apottle fits for his own picture before the glafs
of evangelical fincerity ; and that turning fpititual
felf-painter, with the pencil of a good confeience,
and with colours mixed by 1be Spirit of Truth, he
draws this admirable portrait from the life.——— °

Be followers of ME.~This ONE THING 1 DO}
Laving the things that are bebind, I prefs towards the
mark, for the prize of my beavenly calling [a crown
of glory]—Charity is the bond of perfeition—Love is
the fulfilling of the law.—If I bave not charity I am
nothing. And what charity or Jove St. Paul had,

. N appears
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appears from Chriit’s words and from his own.—
Greater, [i. e. more perfe&t] love bath no man than
this [fays our Lord] that be-lay down bis lifs for bis
Jriends : Now, this very love Paul had for Chrift,
for fouls, yea, for the fouls of his fierceft adver-
faries, the jews. Hear him. The bwe of Chriff
confiraineth us.— For me to live is Chrift, and to div is
gain—1 long to depart and to be with Chriff.—1I count

. not my life dear unto myfelf, that I may finifh my courfé.
awith joy.—1 AM READY #0f 20 be bound only, but
T0 DIE alfo for the name of the Lord Fefus—If I be
OFFERED #p on the facrifice and fervice of your faith,
1 joY AND REJOICE with you all. And in the next °
chapter but one to that, in which. the apoftle is.
fuppofed to profefs himfelf aCtually fold xnder fin;
he profefles perfect lowe to his fivorn enemies ; everr
that love; by which the righteoufnefs of the baw is ful-
Jllcd in them, who walk after the fpirit. - Hear him.
I fay the truth in Chrift, I lie not 5 my confeience alfo
bearing me witnefs in the Holy Ghof, that I, &c. could
wifh that ‘myfelf were accarfed frem Chriff for my
&infruen according to the flg/b ; meaning his inexora<
ble, bloody perfecutors, the jews, . -

Nor was this love of St. Paul like a land-flood =
it conftantly flowed like a river. This living water
fprang up - conftantly in his foul; witnefs thefe
words: Remember, that, by the fpace of THREE
YEARS, I ceafed not to wwarn every one NIGHT AND
DAY WITH TEARS.—Qf many I bave told you oficn,
and now tell you even wreping, that THEY—mind®
‘earthly things :  for our converfation is in heaven.—
OUR refoicing is this, the teflimony of OUR confiience,
that in fimpl'city and godly fincerity, not with fefbly
avifdom, but by the grace of God, we bave had our
converfation in the -world.~—I know nothing [i. e. no
evil} &y [or, of ] myfelfi—We can do nothing againf?t
the truthy but for the tratho—W bether aveare befides
[i. e. carried out beyond] ‘ourfeives, it is ToGop 2
or avbetber-aye be fober [i. s calm,] itfs FOR YOUR
cAausi : [i.e. The love of God' and mar' is the
qoly fource of ALL my tempers, — Gming NO
. K 2 OL¥ENGCF#
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OFFENCE in ANY THING, Juf in ALL TRINGS ap~
proving ourfelvesas the miniflers of God, in much:
PATEENCE, by purencfiy by kindnefs, by love unfeigncds
—being FILLED awith comfort, and EXCEEDING joyful
in ALL our tribulation~1 will GLADLY jpend and
e fpent for you; tho' THE MORE ABUNDANTLY F
love yox, THE LEsS I e loved: (A rare inftance.
this, of the MosT PERFECT love !)—We fpeak before
God in Chriff, we DO ALL THINGS, deaxly Beloved,.
Sor your edifying.—I am crucified with Chrift : Never~
#helefs I live, yet mot' I [See here the deftruction of
Sinful {elft] but Chrift liveth in me; and the life ¥
Now liwe IN THE FLESH, [ /livebythe faith of the
Sn.of God.—~As ALWAYs, fo Now alfo Chriff fball
be MAGNIFIED IN MY BODY, awhether it be by life
or by death 5 We avorfbip God 1N THE SPIRIT, and
rejoice in Chrift §cfus, and bave No CONFIDENCE
in the flefh.—Mark them avbo walk fo, as YE HAVE
us for an EXAMPLE. I hawe learned in waATS0~
EVER STATE Jam, therewith to -be CONTENT:
EVERY WHERE, and LN ALL THINGS, J am infiruc-
tad-buth to abound and to fuffer need : 1 cAN DO ALL
THINGS thro* Chrift-who firengtheneth me.~Teaching
every man in ALL WISDOM, that I'may prefent cvery
mun PERFECT in Chriffl Jefus ; avhereunto alfo I la-
dour, STRIVING according to his awerking, which.
«worketb IN ME MIGHTILY.

This defcription of the perfed? chriftian, -and of
St. Paul, is fo exceedingly glorious; and it ap~
pears to'me fuch a refutauon of the calvinian mif
take which I oppofe, that I cannot deny myfelf
the pleafure, and my readers the edification of fee-
ing the mifreprefented apoftle give his own lovely

.pi¢ture a few more finithing firokes.——WE fpeak
NOTas PLEASENG MEN, fays he, duz as PLEASING
Gop, who trieth OUR HEARTS. For meither AT
ANY TIME #fed we Aattering words, &c. God is
evitnefi: NOR OF MEN SOUGHT WE GLORY, NEI-
THER OF YOU, NOR YET OF OTHERS :(—DBuf WE
were GENTLE among you, even 4s amn NURSE CHERE«
SHETH ber children—DBeing affe&ionately defirons of
N yais
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you, we were willing to have imparted to you, nof the
&ofpel of God' only, but alfp OUR OWN. SOULS ;==
LABOURING NIGHT AND DAY, decaufe we would not
be chargoable to ANY of you. YB.ARE witneffés, and
GoD- ALSO, HOW HOLILYy and JUSTLY, and UNe
BLAMEABLLY WE bebaved ourfelves among: yomi—
3be Lord make you ABOUND 1N LOVE. owe town
anothery, and towards all men; even. As WE DO TO»
WARDS YOU.—T hou baf FULLY: KNOWN-MY man=
ncr of life, purpofe, FAITH, LONG-SUEFERING;
QHARITY, PATIENCE.—] havekept the faith : hences
- forth there is laid up for me a.crown OF RIGHTEOUS=
NESs, wbich the Lordy, she righteous judge, fbail give.
e in.that day. v

~ When I read: this wonderfal experience of Sk.-
Paul, written by himfelf;. and fee. his duétrine of
ghriftian perfection.fo glorioufly exemplified in.his-
own. tempers and condu¢t ;. I am furprized,. that
men fhould. fill contound Sea/-the jew,. with
aul the chrifiian ; and fhould take the Son of the-
edrthly Ferufulers, aubich isin-bondage with ber chils-
dren, for the:Son of the. ferufalem from above, which.
& fivey and is-the mother of us all, who fland in the-
liberty avhereavith Ghriff hath madé us free.—Buty
upon fecond thoughts,, I-wonder no more: For if’
thofe:whe engrofs to themfelves the title of catho--
lics, can .believe that. Chrift.took. his own body in.
his. own fingers,. and- broke:it: thro’ * the middle;.
when-he took. bread, breke. it,. and- fard,. This is
my body whick is broken for you: why cannot thofe,-
who monopolize. the name of orthodor among us,.
believe alfo. that St,. Paul: fpoke without a figure, . -
when he faid; L am. carnal, fold- wnder fin,. and
brought into captivity to the lazw of fin avbich is: in my
smcmbers.—Brethren; L bofeech you-bi as I am:—s-
Lhofe things wwbich yehave becrd and feen in me, doy,
aud the God of peace fball be avith yous. -Now you:
have heard-andjien; that the-evil awbich I.avould noty
that Ldos and.that.with my fefh I fevve thr law of
. In fhort, you have heard and feen, that / wm:
oasnaly [old under fin, . o
ol fld e f .
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-3 am-noe at all furprized, that carnal and inju=
-dicious profeflors fhould contend for this contradic--
sory doltrine, this flefh- leaﬁn& ftandard of calvi-
wian inconfiftency, and <hriftian imperfection..
But that good, and in other refpe@ls judicious
smen, fhould fo zealoufly eontend for it, appears
tome aftonithing! They can never defign to con~
$ound carmal bondage with evangelical lidersy, and St.
Paunl’s chrifian ex?erience with that of Mada;
and ¢ Mr. Fulfome,” in order to countenance grofs
entinomianiim : Nor canthey take any pleafurex
in méfreprefenting the holy apoftle, Why do they

then patronize fo great a miftake ? I anfwer flill:

By the fame reafon which makes pious papifts be-
lieve that confecrated bread is the real flefh of.
Chriit. - Their priefts and the Pope fay fo: - Some
Sgurative expreflions of our Lord feem to counte--
nance their faying. We proteftants, whom the
pagiﬁs call carnal reafaners and beretics, are of a
differgnt fentiment; and fhould they believe as
we do, their humility and orthodoxy would be in
danger. Apply this to the prefent cafe. Calvi-
nian divinesand St. Augufliin affirm, that St. Paul.
humbly fpake-his pre/fent experience when he faid, 7.
am carnal, &c. We who are called ¢¢ Arminians and.
¢¢ Perfectionifts,” think the contrary; and our:
pious opponents fuppofe, that if they thought as.
we do, they fhould lofe their humility and ortho--
doxy. 'Their error therefore {prings chiefly - fromy

miflaken fears, and not from a wilful oppofition to.:

truth, -
Nor is St. Augufiin fully for our opponents :.
We have our part in the Bifhop of Higpo, as well.
as they, If he was for them, when his contro-.
verfy with Pelagius had heated Kim;- he was.
for us,. when he yet ftood upon the feriptural line
of moderation. Then he tja)iriy owned, that the -
man, whom the apoftle perfonatesin Rom. vii, is.
¢ boms fub lege pofitus ante gratiam ;”—A.man under
the [ condemning, irritating] power of the law, who -
i yct afranger to the liberty and powver of Chriff’s gof-
pel. Therefore, if MroHill claims St, Axgafiin.
: “the

~
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- the prejudiced ‘controvertift, we claim St, Axgufisn:
the unprejudiced Fathter of the church 5 orrather,.
fetting afide his dubious authority, we continue ouy-
-appedl to unprejudiced reafon and plain feripruré,.

14
What I fay of St. Auguftin may be faid of the.
Rev. Mr. Whitefield. Betore he had embraced St..
Auguftin’s miftakes, which are known among us-
by the name of Calvinifim, he believed, as well as
that Father, that the difconfolate man who groans,.

Who fball deliver me ? is not a Ppolffeffor, butta fecker.-

‘of chriftian liberty. To prove it I need only
‘tranfcribe the latter part of his fermon intitled. 77
marks of the neav birth,

" ¢ Thirdly’ [ /ays be] ¢ T addrefs myfelf to thofe, .
¢ who are under the drawings of the Father, and-
¢ are. GOING THRO’ THE SPIRIT OF BONDAGE 3
“but not finding the marks’ [of the new birth}:
¢ before- mentioned, are ever crying our’ [as the

- €arnal penitent, Rom. vii,] ¢ Who suaLL DELI~-_

“ VER US FROM THE BODY OF THIS DEATH ? De--
& fpair not: for notwithftanding your prefent.
¢ trouble; 1T MaY BE the divine pleafure to giver
* you the kingdom.” [Hence i appears that Mr..
W hitefield did not look” upon fuch mourners as chriffian.
believers; but only - as perfons, who MIGHT BECOME
Juch if they earncflly fought. He therefore ‘moft judia.
vioufly exhorts then to feck till they Sfiud]—¢ "The-
¢ grace of God thro’ Jefus Chrift” [a.id; be] ¢ is.
“ ABLE TO DELIVER YOU, and GIVE YOU WHAT
““ You waNT: Even YouMAY receive the fpirit of:
- adoption,’ the promife of the Father, All things are-
¢ poffible with him ; “perfevere theréfcre in feek-.
¢ ing, and determine to find no reft in your Ipirit, .
¢ till you know and feel, that you are thus born
¢ again: from above, and God’s fpirit witnefles.

* with your {pirits, that. you are. the: children of: .

* God. ' ' -

What immediately follows is a "demonftration.
that, At THAT TIME, Mr. Whitcfield was no ene-
my to chriftian perfetion, and thought that fc;;:;:

-
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Rad aftually attained it: Or elfe nothing would
have been more trifling thaa his concluding ad--
drefs to pertect chriftians. Take his own words,
dnd remember that when he preached them, by
the ardor of his zeal and the devotednefs of his
heart, he fhewed himfelf a young man in- Chritt,.
able to trample under foot. the moit alluring baits of
the flefhr and of the world, '

- ¢ Fourthly and laftly’ [ /ays #¢] ¢ I addrefs my--
¢ felr to thofe, who have reccived the Holy Ghoft-
¢in aLL its fanclifying graces,. and are almofl -
¢ ripe for glory. Huil, HarPY saints! For
your heaven is begun upon earths You have:
already received the firft fruits of the Spirit,. and:
are patiently waiting till that bleffed change:
come,. when your harveft fhall be complete. I.
fee and admire you, THO ALAs! Ar } se:
GREAT A DISTANCE FROM You. Yeur life, T’
know, is hid with Chrift in God... You have:
comforts, you have meat to eat, which a finful:
carnal, &c..world knows nothing of. Chrift’s yoke-
is Now bectme. EAsY. To You, and his BURDEN. -
LIGHT: You HAVE PASSED THRO® the pangs of
the new-birth, and now rejoice-that Chri?tn fesfus.‘
Is:FORMED in your hearts. You know what ig:
is to pweLL IN-CHRrR15T, and. CHRIST IN. YOU,.
¢ Like Jacob’s ladder, altho’ your bodies are on.

' ¢ earth

R RN

1 Atthattime Mr: W hi/cfield was in orders, "and had receizeds
the Spirit of adoption.. As a proof of it, Lappeal (1) Totheacs-
count of his converfion at Oxford before he was ordained : And-
(2) To thefe his own words, “ I can fay, to the honout of rich, .
4 free, diftinguithing grace, that I received the Spirit of adop
¢ zion before 1 had converfeéd with one man, orread a finglé
¢ book on the dotrine of fee juttification by the imputed righe
#¢ teoufnefs of Jefos Chrift.”—That is, before he: had had any
opportunity of being drawn from the fimplicity ofthe feripture,-
gofpel, into the calvinian refinemenss. See his Works. Vol..
IV. page 45—Now, thofe chriftians, who leave bales and young:
men in Chrift AT S0 GREAT A DISTANCE FROM THEM,!
are the very perfons whom ave call Faskers.in Chriff, or. PERw-
¢ T chrittians,
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cearth, yet your fouls and hearts ARE 1N HEA-
vEN ; and by your faith and coNsTANT recol-
leCion, LIKE THE BLESSED ANGELS YOU DO
ALWAYS BEHOLD the face of your Father which
is in heaven. I NEED NOT THEN EXHORT You
TO PRESS FORWARD, &c. Rather I will exhort
you in patience to poffefs your fouls yet a little
while, and Jefus Chrift will deliver you from
the burden of the fleth, and an ABUNDANT en- ~
‘trance fhall be adminiftred unto you into the eter-
¢ nal joy, &c. of his heavenly kingdom.” 1 have
met with few defcriptions of the perfed chriflian.
that pleafe me better. I make but one objection to
it. - Mr. Whittfield thought, that the believers,
who ¢ by conflant recolletion, like the bleffed angels,
¢ always bebold the face of their Father,’ are {o ad-
vanced in grace, that they ¢ need not bc exhorted to
¢ prefs forward.” This 1s carrying the doCtrine of
perfeCtion higher than, Mr. #efky ever did. For

part, were I topreach-to a congregation of
fuch ¢¢ bappy faints,” Iwould not fcrup%e taking this
text, So run that you may [eternally) obtain: Nor
would I forget to fet before them the example of
the perfeGt-apottle, who faid, This one thing Ide,
beaving the things that are bebind, and reaching forth,
&c. I prefs towards the mark, &, Had I beenih
Mr. Whitefilds cafe, 1 own, I weuld either have
refufed to join the imperfectionifts, or I would
have recanted my addrefs to perfect chriftians,

o a e & a6 6 aa

4

. So ftrong is the feriptural tide in favour ef our
do&rine, that it fometimes carries away the Rev.
. “Mr. Romaine himfelf. Nor can I confirm the
wavering reader in his belief of the poffibility of
ebtaining the glorious liberty which we contend
for, better than by tranfcribing a fine exhortation
of that great minifter to what «ve call chriflian per-.
Jeddion, and what be calls The walk of Faith. :

¢ The new covenant runs thus; 7 avill put, fays

¢ God, my law in-théir inward parts, and arite it in
% their hearts, &c. The Lord here engages to take.

: ) k ¢ away
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¢ away the ftony heart, and to give an heart of
“flefh, upon which he will write the ten com-

¢
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mandmeuts. &c, Thelove of God will open the
contralted heart, enlarge the feifith, warm the
cold, and bring liberality out of the covetous.
When the holy fpirit teaches brotherly love, he
overcomes all oppofition to it, &c. he writes
upon their hearts the two great commandments,
on which hang all the law and the prophets.
The Love of God, fays the apoftle to the Romans,
is jbed abroad in our beaxts by the H:ly Gboff ; and
to the Theflalonians, Ye yourfebves are taught of
God to love one another. 'Fhus he engages the
Joul to the holy law, and inclines tlte inner man
to love- obedience. It CEASES TO BE & YOKE
AND A BURDEN. How Easy is it to do what
one loves? If you pEARLY love any perion,
WHAT A PLEASURE is it to ferve him ¢ What
will not love put ydu upon DOING, Of BUFFERING
to oblige him ¢ Let. love rule in theheart re
God and to man, his LAW WILL THEN BECOME
DELIGHTFUL, and OREDIENCE to it WILL BB
PLEASANTNESS. ‘The foul will r4# ; yea, infpi-
red by love it will MOUNT UP WITH WINGS as

' EAGLES, in the way of God’s cOMMANDMENTS.

Happy are THE PEOPLE THAT ARE IN 5UCH A
cASE’—[Now sucH A CASE is wbat we call

The flate of chriflian pexfeclion, to the obtaining of
abichy, Mr. Romaine excites bis own joul by the
Jollowing excellent exhortation,]

[

¢ This is the very tenor of the covenmant of
grace, which the almighty f{pirit has undertaken

¢ to fulfil” [ifve mix faith «with 1he promifes, as Mr.
Romaine bimfelf will foon intimate] ¢ And he cannot

3
(]

fail in his office. It is his crown and glory to
make good his covenant-engagements. O truft

¢ him then, and pyt honour upon his faithfulnefs,”
fthat is, if I miflake not, make good YOUR OWN coven

¢

nant-engagements.] ¢ He has promifed, to guide
e

thee with his council, and to flrengthen thee
with his might, &c. What is within thee, or
¢ without
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without thee to oppofe thy walking in love with .
“him, he will incline thee-to refift, and he will
- enable thee to overcome. O WHAT MAYEsT

THOU NoT EXPECT from sucH adivine friend,

who is to ABIDE with thee ON PURPOSE to KEEp

THY HEART RIGHT with God.” [QuUERY : when
the beart is kept full of indwelling fin, isit kept right
avith God ?] ¢ What canNNoT he do, ‘what wiLL
¢ he not po for THEE ? Such as is the love of the
¢ Father and of the Son, fuch is thelove of the
¢ Holy Ghoft; the fame FREE, PERFECT, EVER-
¢ LASTING LOVE. Read his promifes of it.
¢ Meditate on them. Pray to him for iNCREA-
“ SING FAITH TO MIX "WITH THEM ; that HE'
{not s1N] ¢ DWELLING in the temple of thy heart,
¢ thou mayeft have fellowihip there with the Father
¢ and with the Son. Whatever in thee is par-
¢ doned thro’ the Son’s atonement, pray the holy
¢ Spirit to fubdue, that it may not interrupt
¢ communion with thy God. And WHATEVER
¢ GRACE 1s to be received out of the fulnefs of
€
4
3
£
[
<
<
k3
¢
3
£
L]
¢

€
€
£
3
<
<

~ Jefus, in order to keep up, and to promate that
‘communion, intreat the Holy Spirit to give it
thee with GROWING sTRENGTH, Burt pray in
FAITH, NOTHING WAVERING. So fhall the
love of God RULE IN THY HEART. And THEN
thou fhalt be LIkE THE Sun, when it goeth
forth in 17’s Mi1GHT, fhining CLEARER and
clearer to the PERFECT DAY. O may thy courfe
be like his, as FREE, as REGULAR, and as-
COMMUNICATIVE OF Goop, that thy parry
PETITION MAY BE ANSWERED, and that THE
WILLOF THY FATHER MAY BE DONE ON EARTH,
AS IT 38 IN HEAVEN.” Walk of Faith. Vol. 1.

page 227, &c.

* - 1 do not produce this excellent quotation to infi-
nuate, that the Rev. Mr. Romaine, is a perfeclionift,
but only to edify the reader, and to fhow, that the
good miftaken “men, who are moft prejudiced
againtt our dodtrine, fee it fometimes fo true; at}d

: 0
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{o excellent, that, forgetting their pleas for indwel-
ling fin, they intimate that our dady petition may be
anfwered ; and that THE WILL OF OUR FATHER
tnay be DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN,
- _an expreffion this, which includes the heightand

depth of all chriflian perfiction. .

Ww' -

SECTION X

St. Joun isfor chrifian perfeltion, and not for x
death-purgatory. 1 John i. 8, &% is explained
agreeably to St. Jobn's defign, the context, and the
wein of holy doflrine, which runs thrd’ the reft of
the epifile. ‘ .

HE fcripture declares that e are built upor

the FOUNDAT1ON of the Apofiles ; Fefus Chrift
bimfelf being the chicf corner-flone : And St. Paul
bein defervedl{y confidered as the chief of the
Apoﬁlc's, and of confequence as the chief ftone of
the foundation, on which [next to the corner-ftone]
cour holy religion is built ; who can wonder at the
pains which our opponents take, to reprefent this
imgortant part of our foundation as carnal, awretched

- and fold under fin ? Does not every body fee, that
Juch a foundation becomes the antinomian firucture
which is raifed upon ¥ ? And is it not incumbent
upon the oppofers of antinomianifm, to uncover
that suretched foundation by removing the heaps of
dirt, in which St. Paul’s fpirituality 1 daily buried ;
and by this means, to refcue the. hbaly apoftle,
whom our adverfaries endeavour to fell under fin as
a carnal wresch? This refcue has been attempted
in the four laft fections. If I have fucceeded in
this charitable attempt, I may proceed to vindicate
the holinefs of St. Joun, who is the laft apoftle,
that Mr, Hill calls to the help of indwelling~fin,
chrifiian imperfeftion, and a death-purgatory. .
e ) Befoie

-
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Before I fhow how the loving apoftle is.preffed
into a fervice, which is {o contrary t6 bis experience
and*to his dotrine of:lgerﬁf! love, 1 fhall make a
preliminary remark.—To take a fcripture out of
the context, and to make it fpeak a language con-
trary to the obvious defign of the facred writer, is
the way of butchering the body of fcriptural divi-
nity. This condué injures truth, s much as the
‘Galatians would have injured themfelves, if they -
had literally puil'd their eyes owt, and given then to
St. Paul: An edifying paffage thus difplaced, may
‘become as loathfome to a moral mind; as a good
'eye torn out of its bleeding otb in a good face, is
odious to a tender heart.

Among the paflages which havé been thus
treated, none has fuffered more violemce than this :-
Ifave fay that we bave NO SIN, ave DECEIVE our-
Jelves, and the TRUTH 1Is NOT IN Us. I John, i. 8.
—-¢¢ That’s enough for me,” [fays an hafty imper-
fectionift:} ¢ St, John clearly pleads for the
¢ indwelling of fix in us during the term of life, and
“¢"he is fo fet againft thofe who profefs deliverance
¢¢ from fin, and chriftian perfedtion in this life,
¢ that he does not fcruple to reprefent them as -
liars, and felf-deceivers.

Our opponents fuppofe, that this atgument is
aunanfwerable. But to convince them that they are
.miftaken, we need only prove, that the fenfe which
they fo confidently give to the words of St. John,

" 1s contrary (1) Tohisdefign: (2) To the context :
and (3) To the pure and ftrict doftrine, which he

inforces ip the reft of the epiftle.
1. With refpect to. St. fohn’s DESIGN, it evi-
dently was to confirm believers, who were in danger
of being deceived by antizomian and anti-chriffian
feducers. When he wrote this epiftle, the church
began to be corrupted by men, who, under pretence
of knoawing the myfteries of t* golpel better than
the apofties, impofed.upon the Timple jewith fables,
heathenith dreams, - or vain, philofophi¢ fpecula-
tions ; infinuating that ti\‘eir dotrinal peculiarities
- . were
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svere the very marrow of the gofpel. Many fuch
-arofe at'the time of the reformation, who introduced
ftoical dreams into proteftantifm, and whom Bifhop
Latimer, and others, fteadily oppofed under the
pame of Go/pellers. '

The doétrines of all thefe Gofpellers centered in
making Chrift, indire&tly at leait, the minifter of
fin; and in reprelenting the preachers of practical
felf-denying chriftianity, as perfons unacquainted
with chriftian lberty. It does not indeed appear
that the Gnoflicks, or Kuowing encs, {for fo the

- ancient Gofpellers were called] carried jnatters fo
faras openly to fay, that believers might be God’s
dear children in the very commiffion of aduliery
and murder, or while they worthipped Milcom and
Afbtaroth : but it is certain thut they could aiready
reconcile the verbal denial of Chrift, fornication
and idolatrous feafling, with true faith; direétly or -
indireétly teaching and jédua'u§ Chrift’s fervants to
commit fornication, andto cat things facrificed to idols,
Rev. 1i. 20. At thefe antinomians St. Peter, St,
{ames and St. jude levelled their epiftles. St,

Paut ftrongly cautioned Timothy, Titus, and the
Ephefians againft them. (See Epgef. vy 14—V, 6.) .

.. -And St. John wrote his firft epiftle to warn the
believers who had not yet been feduced into their
grrcr : a dreadful, tho’ pleafing error this, which,
by degrees, led fome to deny Chrift’s /osv, and
then his very name: Hence the triumph of the
fpirit of antichriff. Now as thefe men infinuated,
that believers ‘could 2e righteous without doing righter
oufuefi ; and as-they fuppoicd, that Chriff’s righte-
oufnefs, or our own knowledge and faith, would fup-
ply the want of internal functification and external
obedience; St. John mgintains againft them the
neceflity of that practical godlinefs, which confifts
in not committing fin, in not tranfgrefing the law, in
keeping the commandments, and in walking ‘as Chrift
avalked ; Nay, he afferts that Chrift’s blood, thro’
the faith which is@br viQory, purifies from ALy

~ 4ny and cleanfes from ALL unrighteonfnefi. To make
' him
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him therefore plead fof the neceffary continuance of
indwelling fin, or heart-wm ighteoufnefs, till we go
tnto a deuth-purgatory, is evidently to make hiny
DPEFEAT HIS OWN DESIGN. !
11. Te be more convinced of it, we need only
read the controverted fexs in connexion with the
coNTEXT ; illuftrating both by fome notes in
brackets. St. John opens his commiffion thus..
[1ft Epiftle, chap. t. 5, 6, 7.] This is the meffage
which we have received of him (Chrilt) and declare
unto you, that God is light, [bright, tranfcendent
putity] and in bineis no darkngs [no impurity] ar
all.  If ave [believers] fay, that ewe bave fellow/bip
av’sh Lim [ that we are united to him by an actually
living taith,] and avalk in darknefs, [in impurity,.
or fin,] we lie and do not the truth. ~But if we waik
in the light as be is in the light, [if we live upito
our chriftian light and da righteoufuc/s,] <ve bave
Jellowybip one awith another, and the blood of Fefus
Cbhrifl bis fon CLEANSETH us from ALL siN. [—For,
let noman deceive you ;  he that DOEs righteoufnefs is
righteous, ewen as be, Chrift, is righteous :—.dnd in
bim is No siNe 1 }John, ii. 5, 7.] So far we
fee no plea, either
urgatory. ‘ ,
* Should Mr. Hill reply, that, ¢ When St. Johi
¢¢ fays, The BLOOD of Chbriff CLEANSETH us from

¢ PWELLING sIN; becaufe this is a fin, from
“¢¢ which death alone can cleanfe us:” We de=
mand a proof, and in the mean time we anfwer,
that St. John, in the above-quoted paffages, fays,
that be who does rightcoufne/i in the full fenfe of
the word, 7s righteous, as Chrift is righteous; ob-
ferving, that 18 niM (Chrift) 1s no srn.  So cer-
tain then, as there is 70 INDWELLING fiz in Chrift

. there is 20 INDWELLING 7 in a believer,. avbo does

righteonn¢f3 in the full fenfe of the word; for he
“is made pérfedt inlove, and is CLEANSED from ALL
s1v.—Nor was St. John himfelf athamed to pro-
fefs this glorious liberty: For he faid, Ovg rove

L2 g

or fin, or for the Calvinian. -

¢ ALL fin, the loving apoftle means ALt but v~
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IS MADE -PERTECT, that ae may have hkfmﬁ in
the duy of judgment; BECAUSE As HE [Chrift] 15

rtcét in love, and of confequence without fin :}
Lpe q

§0 ARE WE IN THIS. WORLD, I Joha iv. 1%.
And the whole context fhows, that the beloved
apoftle fpake thefe great words of a likenefs to
Chrift with refpeét to the perfe? lave which fulfils
the low, abolithes formenting fear, and enables the
belicver to ftand with bokdnefs in the day of jrdgment,
as being forgiven, and conformed to the image of
God’s Sen.

If Mr. Hill urges, that ¢ Fhe blood of Chrift
¢¢ powerfully applied by the’ Spirit, .cleanfes us
¢ indeed from the gazir, butnot from the flthinefs
¢ of fin; &loed having a reference to juflification-
¢ and pardon, but not ta fanétification, and boli~
& nefs5:” We reply, that this argument is not
only contrary to the preceding anfwer, but tothe
text, the context, and other plain fcripturese—
(1) To thetext, where our being cLEANSED from
all fin is evidently fufpended on our humble and
faithful waLk: 1F WE WALK in the light as be isim
the light, the BLOOD of Chrifl cLEANSES »s, &c..
Now every novice in gofpel-grace knows, that
true proteftants do not fulpend a faner’s jusTIFI-
CATION on his WALKING in the Jight as God-is in
the lght.—(2) It is contrary to the €ONTEXT :
Forin the next verfe but one, where St. John evi-
dently diftinguifhes forgivene/s and holinefs, he pe-
culiarly applies the word cLEANsING to the latter
of thefe bleflings. He is faithful to FORGIVE s owr
Jfins, [by taking away our GuiLT ;] andto.cLEANSR

 wsfrom ALL unrighteoufnefs, []by taking away ALL.

THE FILTH of indwelling fin.]—~And (3) It iscon.
trary to other places of feripture, where Chrift’s
blood' is reprefented as having a reference to purifi-
cation, as well as to forgivene/s. God himfelt fays,
Wafbye; make you CLEAN.; put awvay the evil of
your doings; ceafe to do cwil; karn 1o do awell.
The wq/ﬁng and cleayfing here {poken of, have un-~
doubtedly a reference to the removal of the firky

v v 7 e
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as well as of theguiltof fin. Accordingly weréad,
that all thofe who fland before 1he throne, hawe both
WASHED their robes, and MADE THEM WHITE in the
BLOOD of the lamb. That is, They are juftified by,
and faaclified with bis blood. Hence our church
prays ‘¢ that ae may focat the flefb of Chriff and
drink his blood, that our s1NFUL bodies may be MADE
CLEAN by bis body, and our fouls WASHED 1. e. made
elean‘alfo] thro’ bis mofk precions blood”” To robr
Chrift’s blood of it’s faadifying power; andto con-
fine its efficacy to the atonement, is therefore an
antinomian miftake, by which our opponents
grealxtly injure the Saviour, whom:they pretend to
exalt. : ~
Should Mr. Hill affert, that, ¢¢ When St.'Johrr
¢ fays, If we walk in the light, &c. the blood of
¢ Chrift cleanfes us from all fin, the loving apoftle’s
‘¢ meaning is not, that the blood of Chrift radi-
¢ cally cleanfes us; but only, that it Zegins and
¢ carries on a eleanfing from 4/ fin, which cleanf-
¢ ing will be completed in a death-purgatory : **
We anfwer: (r) This affertion leaves Mr. Hill’s:
doétrine open to all the above-mentioned difficul-
ties.— (2). It overthrows the doctrine of the protef-
" tants, who have always maintained, that nothing -
is abfolutely neceffary to efernal falvation, and of
confequence to our perfef cleanfing, butan ebedient,
fedfaft faith, apprehending the fill virtue of
" Chrit’s purifying blood, aceording to Adts xv. g,
God,. giving, them the Holy Ghoft, put no difference
betavecr tlz:zm and us, PURIFYING their hearts BY
FAITH—noOt BY DEATH.—(3) It is contrary to
‘matter of falt; Enoch and [Eljah having been
tranflated to heaven, and theretore having been:
pertedly purified even in dody, without going intor
the Calvinign purgatory.—But (4) What difpleafes:
us moft inYhe evafive argument which I anfwer,,
is, that it pours the greateft contempt on Chrift’s:
_blood, and puts: the greateft .cheat on weak belie-
wers, wha fincerely want to be now made perfedd in
bove, that they may now worthily magnify God’s
holy name. a : ’
L [ An
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" Am illuftration will prove it. I fuppofe that
€briftis nowin England, doingas many wonderful
curesas he formerly did in Judea. My benevolent
oppopent runs.to the: Sa/ap-infirmary, and teils all
‘the patients there, that the: t phyfician, the
Son of God, has once-more vifited the earth; that
he again HEALS all mauner of ficknefi and difeafis

.the peopté, and cLEANSEs from the moft in-
veterate leprofy by a touch or a word, All the
s:tiems ‘believe Mr. Hill ; fome hop.to this won.

rful Saviour, and. others are carried to his.foot~-
flool.. They touch and retouch him : He-firokes:
them round again and again : But not one of them:
is cured.. The wounds of fome are indeed -fkin--
med over fora time; but,. it foor appears, that
they flill fefter at the bottom, and that a painful.
core remains unextralted in every fore. The peor
creatures complain to Mr, /.. ¢ Did- you not,.
Sir, affure us upon: your honour, as a chnlian.
gentleman, that hri({ HEALs all manner of difeaes,
and cLeanses from all kinds of leprofies ?”—.
True, fays Mr. Hill; but you muft know, that
thefe words do not mean, that he rRADICALLY:
_curEes any difeafe, or cLEANsEs from any leprofy :..
. 'Fhey only fignify, that he BEGINS to cure every-
" difeafe; and- eoNTINUES to cleanfe: from a¥ lepro--
fies: But, notwithftanding. all'his cures dega» -and:
continued, no body is before death. So, my
friends, you muft bear your feftering-fores as well-
ae you can,. tilldeath comes RADICALLY to cleanfe:
cure you from them all.—Inflead of: crying,.

Sweet grace! rich grace!" and of clapping Mr
Hil} for his evangelical meflage, the dlgpp‘ointed'
‘patients. defire him to: take them. back to the infir-
mary, faying: We have there a chance for a.cure:
defore death : but your great phyfician pronounces-
us incurable, unlefs death+comes to the help of”
his art ;- and we think that any empiric could do as-
-much, if he did not do more,. [S#¢ Secrt. XII..
43 20.] S S S
- 1§
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© If Mr. Hil}fays, that I beat the air, and that
“the text which he quotes in his ¢¢ Creed for per-
fectionifts,” to thew that it is impoflible to be clean-
fed from al/ fin before death, is not 1 Jobn, i. 7,
- but the KexT WERSE ;. - I reply, "that it St. John
afferts in the 7th verfe, that €briff’s blood, power-
fully applied by the fpirit of faith clranferhus from
ALL SIN, that infpiredwriter cannot be fo exceed-
ingly inconfiftent, as to contradiét himfelf in the
veg NEXT VERSE. . :
- Should the readeratk.: ¢¢ What then can be St.
¢ John’s meaning in that vérfe, where he declares,
¢¢ that If we fay that we bape NO $IN, e PECEIVE
& ourfelves, and the truth is NoT imas? Howcan
¢ thefe words poflibly agrce with the dottrine of a
b &rfe& cleanfing from ALn fin?” :
. We anfwer, that, St.-Johinhaving given his firft
. ftroke © the antinomian believers of his day, ftrikes.
by the bye a blow at pharifaic profeffors. ~There -
were in St. John’s time, as there are in ourown,
numbers of men, ‘who had never been properly
convinced of fin, and who 'boafted, [as Paul once:
* did] that touching the righteoufnefs of #he law, they
avere blamelefs :- They {erved God—they did their:
* duty—they gave alms—they never did any body
any harm—they thanked God, that they:weré not
as other men; but efpecially, that they were not
like thofe mourners in-Sion, who were no doubt
very wicked, fince.they made fo much ado about
God's mercy, and a powerful application of the
Redeemer’s all-cleanfing blood. How proper then
was it for St. John, to inform -his readérs, that
that thefe awbole-bearted chriftians; thefe perfedt
pharifees, were no better -than /Jiars and felf-decci+
wers ; and that true chriftian righteoufnefs is always-
attended by a‘ genuine convition of our native de-
pravity and by an humble acknowledgment of our
afual-tranfgreflions. ' R
- This being-premifed ; it appears, that the text
fo dear to, and fo miftaken by our opponents, has.
this fair, {criptural meaning:. ¢ If ave [follow‘/erof
S 0
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¢ hinr, who came not to call the righteous, but

¢ finners to repentance} fay ae bave No sIN, fno
¢ native depravity from our firft parents, and- ne
afual fif, at leaft no fuch fin as deferves God’s
wrath ; fancying we need not fecure a particular
application of Chrift’s atoning “and - purifying
biocod]} ae deceive ourfelves, and the truth [of re-
pentance and faith] iés siot in as.’
That thefe words.are levelled at the monftrous
error of felf-conceited, and feit-perfected pharifees,
and not at the glorious l-becty of the children of God,
appears to us indubitable from the following
reafons : — (1) The immediately-preceding verfe
ftrongly aflerts this liberty.—(2) The verfe imine-
diately following fecures it alfo, and cuts down the
dottrine of our opponents; the apofile’s meaning
being evidently this : ¢ Tho’ I write to you,
that if ave fay, We are originally free trom fin,
and never did any harm, ave deccive ourfelvess
Yet, miftake me not: I do notmean that we
need continue under the guilt, or in the mo-
ral infection of any fin, original or attual: Fon
if ave penitently and believingly confefs both,.
be is faithful and juff to forgive us-our fins, and
to cleanfe us from ALL mmrighteoufuc/i, whether.
it be native or felf-contralted, internal or ex-
ternal. Therefore, if we have attained ‘the
glorious liberty ‘of God’s children, we need-not,,
thro’ veluntary humility, fay, that we do nothing:
but fin. It will be fuflicient, when we are clean-
¢ fed from all unrightcoufuchi, ftill to be deeply
¢ humbled for outr prefert infirmities, and:for ourr
¢ paft fins ; confefling both with. godly forrow and.
< filial fhame. For if we' fhould fay, We nAvVE
¢ NoT SINNED,” [Note: St. John does not write,.
Af' e fhould fay, WE -Do NOT sIN,] * <we make bin
« a.liar, and the truth is mot in-us;] common fenfe
¢ diftating, that if eve bave not finned, we fpeak an.
¢ untruth, when we profefs that Chrift has forgiven:
¢ our s1ns.” This appears to us the true meaning
of 1 John, i. 8. whenit is fairly confidered in the
light of the cONTEXT.. ' -

' I1l. We

-~
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I1I. We humbly hope; that Mr. HZ' himfelf
will be of our fentiment, if he compares the verfe
m debate with the pure and ftrit do&rine, which *
St. John inforces throughowt this Epiftle. In the
fecond chapter he fays: We know that we knowr
dim, if we KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS, &C.

- Whofo KEEPETH HIS WORD, in bim werily is the

LOVE of God PERFECTED. He that abideth in bim
ought himfelf alfp 50 TO WALK, EVEN .AS HE
WALKED, &c. He that loveth bis brother abideth in
#be light (where the blood of Chrift cleanfeth from
all fin) andthere is NONE OCCASION OF STUMBLING-
IN HIM. .

The fame doftrine runs alfo thro” the next chap-
ter.  Ewery one that bath this bope in bim, PURIFIETE
HIMSELF EVEN As HE (Chrift) 1s purE. Whofo-
sver COMMITTETH SIN TRANSGRESSETH alf¢ THE.
LAW, &c. and ye know, that he awas manifefied to
“TAKE AWAY owr fins [i. e. to deftroy them root
and branch:) and in bim is No sIN., . Whefocver
abidethin him SINNETH NOT : avbofoever finneth, docs
not [properly] fee him neither know him: He that
Aoes righteonfnefs is righteows EVEN As ®BE [Chrift] is
righteons. He that committeth fin, [1. €. as appears

" by the context, be that tranfzrefferh the law,] is of

the dewil: for the devil finncth from the beginning o -
For this purpofe was. the Son of God manifefied, that he

. anight DESTROY the avorks -of the dewid.  Whofoever

is born of Ged, [Whofoever is made partaker of
God’s holinefs according ta the perfeétion of the:
chriftian difpenfation] doth not commit fin, [i. €.
does not tranfgrefs the law;] for Ais fied [the
ingrafted word, made quick _and powerful by the
indwelling Spirit] remaineth in bim, and [morally
fpeaking] be cannot fin, becanfe be is {thus] BORN
.eF Gob.—For if’ ye know that he is righteous, ye
know that ewvery one that doth righteoufnefs is BORN OF
HiM, and that he that doth srot righteoufnefs,—he-:
that - committeth fin, or tranfgrefleth the law, is, fo
far, of the devil; for the dewil tranfgrefleth the
aw, 1. ¢ finneth from she beginning.—1In t{lzzz'_fkbtbt

’ crildren:
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cLildren of God are manifcf, and the children of the
devilye  Whofoewer does not righteoufnefs, [i. e. who-
foever SINNETH, taking the word in it’s evangelical
mcaning,] is not of God. 1 John iii. 3—r11. ii. 29.

If Mr. Hill cries owt, Shocking! Who are thofe
men that do not sin ? 1 reply, All thofe whom St.
John fpeaks of, a few verles below, Belwed, if our
beart condemm us; (and it will condemn us if we
fin, but God much more, for} God is greater than
our beart. &c. Beloved, if our heart condemn us noty
ave have confidence towards God, &c. becaufe WE
KEEP HIS . COMMANDMENTS, AND DO THOSE
“THINGS THAT ARE PLEASING in bis fight. 1 John
iii. 20,-&c.—Now we apprehend, all the fophiftry
in the world will never prove, that, evangelically
fpeaking, kceping God's commandments and doing what
pleafes- him, 13 siNNING. Therefore, when St
John profefled to keep God’s commandmentsy and to
do what s pleafing -in bis fi-ht : he profefled what
our opponents call fize/s pertetion, and what we
call chriftian perfeétion. : :

Mr. Hill is fo very unhappy in his choice of St.
Fobn, to clofe the number of his apoftolic witnefles
tor chriftian imperfection, that, were it not for a
few claufes of his firft epiftle, the anti-folifidian
feverity of that apoftle might drive all ‘mperfec?.
chriftians to defpair. And what is moft remarkable
thofe few encouraging claufes are all conditional :
If any man fis [for there is no neceffity that he
fhould :] Or rather. faccording to the moft literal
fenfe of the word «usprn, which being in the
-aorift has generally the force of a paff tenfe] [fany
man HAVE SINNED :—JF 2& bave not finned unto
death : If we conféf our fins :——[f that wwbich ye have

S . ) beard

+_ This dodtrine of St. John is perf:&ly agreeable to that of
onr Lord, who faid, chat Judas wap a pEvVIL, becaufe he gave
place to' the love of money ; and who called Peter_ himfelf
SaTAN, when he favawred the thiugs of men, in oppofition tozbe
things of Gad ‘
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beard fhall remain in you :—If ae walk in the lighi ;

~—then d¢ we evangelically enjoy the benefit of
our Advocate’s interceffion. - Add to this, that the

firft of thofe claufes is prefaced by thefe words,

My little children, thife things I avrite unto you, THAT

YE sIN NoT; and all together are guarded by

thefe dreadful declarations: He that fays, I know

him, and keepeth not bis commandments, is a liar —If
any maza love the <vorld, the lowe of the Fatber is not in”
him.—If any man fay, I love Qod—and loseth not bis

brothér [Note : he that loveth another hath fulfilled

the law] be is a liar.—There is a fin unto death, I do

not fay that ke jball pray for it. Let no man deceive

you, be that DOEs righteonfnefs is righteous—He that

committeth fin {or tranfgrefleth the law] 7s of the

devil. To reprefent St. Fobn therefore, as an

enemy to the doctring of cbriffian perfeition, does

not appear to us lefs abfurd, than to reprefent Satan

as a triend to complete bolinefs,

VSE.C”I‘ION XI.

Py the privileges of belicvers under the GoSPEL oF

Curis1, cannot be juftly meafured by the experiences

. of bclievers under the LAW oF Mosgs, A review

- of the paffages, upon avhich the enemics of chrifiian

perfedtion jound their bopes, that Solomon, Ilaiab,
and Job, were firong imperfectionifis. -

JF Mr. Hill had quoted Solomon, inftead of St.
- Fobn; and jcwzj%, inftead of chriffian faints; .
he might have attacked the glorious, cbriflian liberty
of God’s children with more fuccefs: for the bar
aslong as he is achild [in jewifh nonage] differeth
nothing from a fervant; but is under tutors [and
fchool-matters] until the time appointed by the Father,
Even fo ave, avhen awe avere children, avere in bon-
Aage :=But aben the fulnefs of the time avas co(n‘ze:i
L, . 70

.
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Godl fent bis fon made of & woman, made under the
dew, that we might receive the adoption of fons,—and
Sland in the [peculiar] ‘liberty, wherewith CHR1ST
bas made us [chriftians] free. Gal. iii, 1.—iv. I.
But this very paflage, which fhews that jews are
{ comparatively fpeaking] in bondage, fhews alfo
that the chriffian difpenfation, and its high privi-
leges, cannot be meafured by the inferior privi-
leges of the jewifh difpenfation, under which So/o-
mon lived : For the law made nothing perfedt in the
chriftian fenfe of the word : * And what the lew could
wot do, God fending bis only fon, condemned fin ix the
Slefb, that the righteoufnefs of the law might be fulfilled
# us [chriftian gelievers] avho walk after the fpirits
being endued with that large meafure of it, which
began to be peured out on believers in the day of
pentecoft : for that meafure of the {pirit was not
ijven before; becanfe Fefus was not yet glorified,
John vii. 39. But after he had afecnded on bigh,
and had obtained the gift of the indawelling comforter
for believers; they received, fays St. Peter,- the
end of their faith, even the chriftian falvation of their
Jouls : [a falvation this, which St. Paul juftly calls
So great falvation, when he compares it with jewith
privileges. Heb. ii. 3.] Of wbich Tchriftian] fad-
wation the [jewith) prophets bave enquired, avbo pros
phefied of the grace that fhould come unto you [chrif-
tians ;] fearching what or what manner of time the
Jpirit of Chrift, avbich was in them [according to
their difpenfation] did fignify, whenit teflified fgfore
band the fuffirings of Chrift, and the glory [the gio-
rious difpenfation] that fhould follows [his return to
heaven, and accompany the out-pouring of his
fpirit.] Unto awhom [the jewith prophets] it, avas
revealed, that NOT UNTO THEMSELVES, but UNTO
us [chrittians] they did minifer the things; awhich
are now preached unto you with the Holy Ghofl fent
dovon from beaven. 1 Pet. i. g, &c. And, among
thofe things, the fcriptures reckon the ‘coming of
the fpiritual kingdom of Chrift with power into the
heart of believers , and the baptifm of fire, or the
B : perfect




. -

Sed. 11, ' . ™3 ) _

perfeét love, which durns ap the chaff of fin, do-
roughly purges God’s floor, and makes the hearts of
perfec believers an habitation of God thro® the jpirit,’
-and not a neft for indwelling fin.. o
As this doétrine may appear new to Mr. Hill, I
beg leave to confirm 1t by the teftimony of two
as eminent divines as England has lately pro-
duced. The one is Mr. Baxter, who [in his com-
ment upon thefe words, A tefigment is of force afier
men are dead, &c. Heb. ix. 17,] very juftly ob-
ferves, that ¢ His [Chriﬁ’sf covenant has the
¢ nature of a teffament, which fuppofeth the death
of the teftator, and is not of efficacy till then,’
to give full right of what hg'Beqxatheth.
“¢ Nortk, that the eminent, evangelical kingdom
¢¢ of the Mediator, inits rLasT, FULL edition,
¢ called the kingdom of Chrift, and of beaven, dif-
¢¢ in&t from the obfcure flate of promife beforg
¢¢ Chrift’s.incarnation, begap at C ’tig:s' ‘refurrec
¢¢ tion, afcenfion, and fending of the eminent
¢ gift of the Holy Ghoft, - and was but as an emério
¢¢ before.”—My other witnefs is the' Rev. Mr.
Whitsfield, who propofes and anfiyers the following
queftion : ¢« Why was not the Holy Ghoft given
¢ dll Jefus Chnft was glorified ? — Becaufe till
<¢ then'he was himfelf on the earth, and had not
¢ taken on him the kingly office, nor' pleaded the
¢¢ merits of his death before his heavenly Father,
¢¢ by which he purchafed that invalugble bleffing
" ¢ forus,” See his Warks, Vol. IV. p. 362.—
HenceT conclude, that, as the fyll meafure of the
{pirit, which perfeds chriftian believers, was not
given before our Lord’s afcenfion, it is as abfurd
to judge of chriftian perfection by the experiences
of thofe who died before that remarkable event, as
to meafure the powers of a fucking child by thofe -
of an embrio. : . '
This might fuffice to unnerve all the arguments
which our opponents produce from the old teftas
ment againft chriffian perfeCtion, However we
are willing to confider a moment thofe paffages by
’ . M ' which .
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which they. plead for the meceflary indwelling of
fin, in all chriffian believers, and defend the walls

of the Fericho within, that accurfed city of” refuge

for fpinitual Canaanites and Diabolonians.

I. 1 Kings viii. 46, &c. SoLoMon prays, and
fays, If they [the jews] fix againft thee (FOR THERE
IS NO MAN THAT  SINNETH NoT) and thou be
ANGRY «vith them, and deliver them to the enemy, fo
that they carry them away captive,~—yst, if they BE-
THINK THEMSELVES,. and REPENT, and make fup-
plication sinto thee, and RETURN UNTO THEE
WITH ALL THEIR HEART, and WITH ALL THEIR
souL ;—then bear thou their prayer, No unpreju-
diced perfon, who, in reading-this paflage, takes
the parentbefis (For THERE 15 NO MAN THAT
SINNETH NoT) 1n the connexion with the con-
text, can, I think, help feeing that the Rev. Mr,
Toplady, who, if I remember right, quotes this
text againft us, miftakes Solomoa, as much as Mr,
Hill does St. fobn. 'The meaning is evidently,
that there is #o man avho is not liable to fin; and that
a man actually fins, when he atually departs from
God. Now peccability, or a liablenefs to fin is not
indwelling fin; for angels, Adam, and Eve, were
all Liable to fin in their finlefi ftate. And, thatthere
are fome men who do not attually £ is indubitable ;
(1) From the hypothetical phrafe in the context,

1F THEY SIN, which fhows that their fiuning is not-

unavoidable : — (2) From God’s ANGER againft
thofe that fin, which is immediately mentioned,
Hence it appears, that fo certain as God is not
ANGRY WITH ALL his people, fome of them po

NoT

~

4 If Mr. Hill confults theoriginal, he will find that the
word tranflated sINNETH, is in the future tenfe, which is often
ufed for an indefinite tenfe in the potential mood, becaufe _the

hebrews have no fuch mood ortenfe. Therefore owr tranfiators -

would only have done juftice to the original, as well as to the
context, if they had rendered the whole claufe, There is no man

that MIGHT NoT 51N ; initead of There isng man that sine’

¥ETH NOT.
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Nort siN in the fenfe of the wife man :—And ¢3¥
From Solomon’s intimating, that thefe very men,
who have finned, or hrave atually departed from
God, may BETHINK themjebvrs, REPENT, and RE-
TURN to God with ALL THEIR HEART, and awith
ALL THEIR SOUL, that is, may attain the per-
feCtion of their difpenfation; the two poles not
being more oppofed to each other, than faning is
to repenting 3 and departing from God, to retarning
to him with ALL our beart and wvith ALL our joul.
Take therefore the whole patfage together, and
you have a demonftration,’ that where fin- bath
abound-d, there grace may much morc abound. And
whut is this, but a demonftration that our dotrine
is not chimerical ? Yor if jews fSolomon himfelt
being judge] infiead of fluning and departing from
God, can repent, aund retwn to him wiTie ALL
THEIR HEARTS ; how much more ¢lrifians, whote
privileges are fo much greater !

II. ¢¢ But Soromon fays alfo, There is not &
€ JUST man upon earth, that docs good and SINNETH
¢ ~ot, Eccl. vil, 20.”

(1) We are not fure that Solomon fays it : For
he may introduce -here the very fame man whoy
four verfes before, fays, Be not righteous overmuch,
&c. and Mr. Toplady may miftake the interlocutor’s
meaning in one text, as Dr. 7rap has done in the
other.—But (2) Suppofing Solomon {peaks, May
not he in gener;l affert what St. Pawl does, Rom.
iil. 23, Al bave finned, and come fhort of the glory
of God, the ju/f not excepted ? Is not this the very
fenfe which Caune, Calvinift as he was, gives to
‘the wife man’s words, when he refers the reader to
this affertion of the apoftle ? And did we ever fpeak
againit this true doctrine 2—-(3) If you take the
original word To s1n, in the loweft fenfe, which it
bears :—If it means in Eccl. vii. 20, what it does
in Jud. xx, 16, namely To Mmiss @ mark, we fhall
not differ : for we nmintain, that according to the
ftandard of paradifaical perteQtion, There is not a juf?
man upox earth,that does ‘ﬁod, and miffes not the mark

2 .
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‘of that perfedion, i.e. that dees not leflen the
good he does, by fome imvoluntary, and therefore-
{evangelically fpeaking] siNLEse defet.—(4) Itis
bold to pretend to overthrow the glorious liberty
of God’s children, which is aflerted in an hundred-
tlain paflages of the new teftament, by producing
fo vague a text as Eccl. vii. 20. And to meafure:
the fpiritual attainments of a/ believers, in al/ages,
by this obfcure ftandatd, appears to us as ridiculous
as to aflirm, that of a tloujand believing men, 9g9
are indubitably villains; and that of a thoufard:
chriftian avomen, there is not one but is a ftrurnpet ;
becaule Solomon fays a few lines below, ONE MAN
auiong @ THOUSAND have Ifeund; bat A WOMAN
@niong ALE THOSE have I nor found, Eccl. viii. 28.

II1. If it be objected, that ¢¢ Solomon atks, /#750
 can fay, I have ny beart clean, I am pure from-
“ pyfin ¥ Prov. xx. g:” Weanfiwer: :

(1) Does not Solomon’s Father atk, Who fball
dzocll in thy boly bill? Does a queftion of that
nature akvayi imply an- abfordity, or an impoffi-.

bility ? Might not Solomon’s query be evange-

lically anfweted thus? ¢ The than in whom thy
¢ Fathér David’s priyeris anfwered, Create in nie-
¢ aclean beart, O God :~The ‘man who has re-
¢ §nrded St. famess direCtion to the primitive
¢ {olifidians, CLEANSE YOUR HEARTS, ye double-

S minded :—The man who has obéyed Geod’s awful -

¢ cothmand, O Fervfalem, wafb thy heart from ini-
8 guity,” that thon rayefl be faved.—Or the man who
¢ 1s interefted in the fixth beatitude, Blefed are
© the PURE IN HEART, for they fhall foe God :—
¢ That man, I fay, can teflify to the honour of
¢ the blvod avhich cleanfeth from ALL siN, that be

¢ bas bis beart clean.’
€2) However if Solomon, as it is moft probable,
reproves in this paffage the conceit of a perfed,
boafting pharifee, theanfweris obvious : No man
of THAT ftamp can fay with any truth, I bawe my-
beart ckean ; for thelaw of faith excludes all proud
' : boalting,,

ES
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boafting, and if we fay with the temper of the
pharifee, THAT WE HAVE NO SIN, we deceive
ourfelves, and the trath is not in us; for we have
, pride, and pharifaic pride’ too, which, in the fight
of God, is perhaps the greateit of all fins.—If
our opponents take the wife man’s queftion in
either of the preceding, feriptural fenfes, they will
find that it perfectly agrees with the doftrine of
jewifh and chrittian perfection. '

IV. Solomon’s pretended teftimony againft chrif-
tian perfection. 13 frequently backed by two of
Isaran’s fayings confidered out of the context,
ene of which refpeQts the flthinefs of our’ righte-
ou/nefs ; and the cther, the ancleaine/s of “our lips.
1 have already proved [Check I'V. Let. viii.] that
the righteoufnefs’ which Ifaiah compares to githy

~ rags, and St. Paul to dkng, is only the anti-evan-
gelical, pharifaic righteoufnefs- of unhumbled pro-
teffors ;. a righteoufnefs this,. which may be called
the righteoufnefs of impenitent pride, rather than
the righteoufnefs of humble faith : Therefore the
excelience of the. righteoufnefs of faith cannot;.
with:any propriety be ftruck at by that paffage.

V. ¢ But Jfaiab, urdoubtedly fpeaking of him--
¢ felf, fays, Woe is me, for I am undone, becanfe I
“ am & man of UNCLEAN ligs, If. vi. 5,

True:: But give-yourfeif the trouble to read the-

* two. following verfes, and you will hear him de=
clare that the powerof God’s fpirit. applying the
blood of fprinkling [which power was reprefented
By a liuve coal taken from off the altar] touched  bis:
kips; fo that iz INIQUITY vas TAKEN AWAY,.
and lbis sinv pureED:  This paffage therefore,,
when it is confidered with the context, inftead of
difproving the' doltrine}of c¢hriffian perfeition,,
firongly proves the. doétrine. of sewi/h perfection,

If fjaiab is diicharged from the fervice into which:
he is {0 unwarrantably Preffed; from the land of Uz-
sut opponents will bring Jos, whom the Lord

M3 . Limfels:
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‘himfelf pronounces perfel according to his difpen-—
fation ; notwithftanding the hard thoughts. which.
his friends entertained of him. :

V1. Perfe? Fob is abfurdly fet upon déemolithing:
chriftian perfeétion, becaufe he fays, If I jusTiFyY
“MYSELF mine own mouth fball condemn me; if I fay
{in a pharifaic, seLF-jusTIFYING fpirit] J am
ﬁrﬁﬂ’ it fball aljo prove me perverfe, Job ix. zo.—

ut (1) What does §ob- affert here, more than
Solumon.does in the werds, to which Gazne on this.
text judicioufly refers his readers, Let another marn.
praife thee, and not thine own mouth: a firanger, and
not thine own lips. 'Fho' even this rule is not.
without exception ; witnefs the circumftances which
drove St. Paul to what he calls a confidence of boafi--
ing.—(2) That profefling the perfeétion of our dif-.
penfation in a felf-abafing and Chrifi-exalting {pirit, .
1s not a proof of perverfene/s, is evident from the-
profeffion which humble Paul made of his being
one of the perfed? chriftians of his time, Phil. iii..
.35. and from St. John’s declaration, that his Jove -
wvas made perfect, John iv. 17. For when we have-
the avitnefling fpirit, whereby we know the things whick:.
are freely given to us of God, we may,.nay at proper -
times, we_fhowld acknowledge his gifts to bis glory, .
tho’ not to our own.—(3) If God himfelf had pro-.
nounced Job perfed? according to his difpenfation, .
Job’s modeft fear of pronouncing himfelt fo, does. -
not at all overthrow the divine teftimony : Such,
a timourdbufnefs only fhows, that the more we are -
advanced in grace, the more we are averfe to.
whatever has the appearance of oftentation ; and
the more deeply we feel what Job felt when he -
faid, Bebold, IYAM VILE: What fhall I- anfwer -
thee ? I will lay my band upon my mouth. Job, xl. 4.

_ VIL. ¢ But b himfelf, far from mentioning -
“ his perfeCtion, fays, Now mine eye fecth thee, I-
¢¢ ABHOR MYSELF, a#d REPENT in duft and_afbese..
<¢ Job xlii. 6.”— And does this difprove our doc- -
trine ? Do we not affert that our perfection admits -

5
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of a continual growth ; and that perfel? repentance;.
and perfed bumility, are cflential parts of it? Thefe-
words of Fob thereforc, far from overthrowing
our dotrine, prove that the patient man’s perfection.
grew ; and that from the top of the perfeftion of. .
gentilifim,. he faw the day.of chriftian pertetion,,
and had a. tatte of. what Mr. B%fey prays for,.
when_he fings,, '

O let me- gain perfetion’s beight, &c..
Confound, o’erpow’r me with thy grace ;;
I would be by myfelf ABHORR’D ;

All might, all majefty, all praife,

All glory be.to Chrift my Lord !

VIII. With refpect-to thefe words, The fars arer-
»ot pure—the heavens are not clean in his fight :—His.
angels: be charged with foll, Job xxiii. §.—iv., r8.
we muft eonfider them as a proof that adjolute.
perfetion belongs to God alone ;. A truth “this, ,
which we inculcate. as well as our opponents..
Befides; if fuch paffages dverthrew the dotrine of
. perfeltion, they would principally overthrow the -
do&trine of angelical perfe&icn, which Mr, Hilt;
‘holds as-well as- we..  To conclude :

IX:. When Jos afks, W'bat is man, that be fhould :
be.cLEaN? How can be be CLEAN, that is born of
‘& woman ?=—~Who can bring a CLEAN thing oat of an -
anclean ? And when he anfwers, Not one; he
‘means no¢ aze, who falls fhort of infinite .power...
If he excluded Emmanuel, God awith us, 1 would
dire@tly point at him who faid, 7awill, Be thou-
‘clean ; and at -the believers whe declare, We can.
oo all things. thre’ Chriff that firengtheneth us, and.
accordingly CLEANSE themjclwes from ALL filthine)s
of the ficfh and fpirit, thdt they may be_ found of bine.
WITHOUT sPOT and BLAMELESS.. Yea, I would. .
point at the poor leper, who has faith enough to
fay, $-Lord, if thou awilf, THOU. CANST make me
¢.clean. 'They tell me, that my leprofy muft cleave
¢-to me. till death batter down this.tenerfer;t of

ociay;:
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¢ clay; but faith fpeaks a different language =
“ Ouly fay the aord, Bg THOU CLEAN, and I fhall:
¢ be cleanfed :—Purge me awith byfop, Sprirdle clean:
¢ qvatey upon mey and I jfhall be clean from ALL my
- ¢ filthingfs” ‘ v

If thefe remarks are juft, does it not appear, that
it is as abfurd to ftab chriftian perfection thro’ the
fides of Fob, Ifaiah, and Solomon; as to fet Peter,
Paul, Fames, and Jobn, upon ¢ cutting it up root
and branch " - ’

i

SECTION XIL

Containing a waricty of arguments, to prove the ABSUR~
DETY of the tqvin dolivines of CARISTIAN. IMPER~
FECTION @7d @ DEATH-PURGATORY.

HAYVE hitherto ftood chiefly upon the defenfive,,.
I by fhowing that Mr.. Hill has no ground.to infi--
nuate, that our Church, and Peter, Paul, James:
and John, are defenders of the twin-doétrines of.
chrifiian imperfedtion and a death-purgatory. 1 fhall
now attack thefe dottrines by a variety of argu--
ments, which, I hope, will recommend themfclves:
to the candid reader’s confcience and reafon.-
* Ir I wanted to encounter Me. Hid with a broken: -
reed, and not with the weapons of. a proteftant,.
Reafon and Scripture, 1 would retort here the grand:
argument by which he attempts to cut down our
dottrines of free-agency and. cordiabobedience : ¢ The-
generality of the carzal clergy is for you, therefore-
your dcétrines are falfe ™ If this argument is good,,
18 not that which follows better ftill : ¢¢ The gene~-
rality of bad men. is. for your doétrine of cirifian
imperfeftion; therefore that doCrine is falfe ; for if
# were frse, wicked people would not fo readily
~ embrace it.”  But as I fee no folidity in an argu—
- ment by which I could difprove the very being of
a
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a God (for the' generality of wicked men Zelicos
there is a fupreme Being) I difcard it, and begin.

with one, which I hope is not unworthy of the.
reader’s attention. .- :

I Doks not St. Paul infinuate, that no foul
goes to heaven without perfeftion, where he calls
the blefled fouls that wait for an happy refurrec-

tion, ayevpata Sinatoy TiTeAcwpsar, the fpirite

of JUST MEN MADE PERFEcT, and not 7e¢rerei-
@uevd, mysupuaTe Jixatwy, the PERFECTED SPIRITS
of juft men ? Heb. xii. 23. Does not this mode
of expreflion denote a perfetion which they attai-
ned while they were men, and before they com-.
menced feparate fpirits, that is before death ? Can
any one go to an holy and juf God, without being
firft made 7z and Aoly-? Does not the Apoftle:
fay, thathe unrighteous, or unjult, /ball not inberit
she kingdom of God? and that without bolinefs no-
wan fball fee the Lord ? Muft not this holinefs, of
whatfoever degree it is, be free from every mixture
of unrighteoufnefs? If a man has at death the
leaft degree of any warightcous and defiling mixture
in his foul, muft he not go to fome purgatory, or

to hell 7 Can he go to heaven, if NoTHING that -

“defileth fball enter the new Yerufalem? And if at

death his .righteous difpofition is free from every

unrightéous, immoral mixture, is he not a juff man

i”ﬁmd ON EARTH, dccording to the difpenfation
eis under?

II. Ir CurisT takes away the ozrward pollution
of believers, while he abfolutely leaves their hearts.
full of indwelling fin in this life ; why did he find
faule with the pharifees for cleanfing the outfide of
the cup and platter, whillt they left the infide full of
all corruption ? If God fays, My fon, give me THY
MEART ; if he requirestruth inthe INWARD PARTS,
and complains, that the JEWS drewv near to him
avith their lips, when their bearts avere far frim bim 5
is it not ftrange, he fhoald be willing that the heart
of his moft peculiar people, the heart of cur1s~
TrANs, fhould neceflarily remain. anclean dun£g-

e
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the term of life >—Befides, Is ‘there any other
golpel-way of FULLY cleanfing the lips-and bands,
but by TurouGHLY cleanfing the hbeart? And is
not a cleanfing fo tar pharijaical, as it is beartlefs ?
~—Ouce more : 1f Chriit has affured us, that Blefed
are the purE in heart, and that If the Son fhall make
us free, we jhall be FREE INDEED, does it not
‘behove our opponents to prove, that a believer has
.4 pure beart, whois tull of indwelling corruption ;
and that a man is FREE INDEED, Who is sTILL/0ld
under inbred fin ? :

ITI. Wuen our Lord has Joxnd the indwelling
man of fin, the frozg man armed, can he not caff him
out ?7—When he coff out devils, and unclean ppirits
with a word, did he call Deasb to his affillance 2
Did he not radically perform the wonderrul cure,

“to fhow his readinefs and ability radically to cure
thofe, whofe hearts are pofé/fed by indwelling ini-
quity, that curfed fin whofe name is legion 7—~When
the legion of expelled fiends entered into the fwine,
the poor brutes were delivered from their infernal
guefts, by being choaked in.the fea.” DEATH there-
fore cured them, not Chrif. And can we have

., no cure but that of the fwipe? No deliverance
from indwelling fin, but in the arms of death ?—
If this is the cafe, go, drown your plaguing corrup-
tions in the firft pond you will meet with, ye poor

“mourners, who are more aveary of .your life, becaufe
of indwelling fin, than Rcbecca was becaufe of the
daighters of Heth. .

IV. How does the notion of fin, neceffarily
dwelling in the heart of the mof advanced chrittians,
agree with the /%l tenor of the new covenant,

-which vans thus, £ «vill put my laws in their minds,
and avrite them in their bearts :—The lavv of the fpir't
of life in Chriff Fefus thall make them free from the

" law of fin and death ? 1§ the laws of perfed love to.

-God and man are fully put in the heart of a believer,
according to the full tenor of Chrift’s gofpel, what

‘yoom remains for the hellith fiacutes of Satan? Does

: not
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mot the Lord cleanfe the believer’s heart, as he
writes the law of love there 7 And when that law
is whally written by the 1pirit, the finger of God,
which applies the all-cleanfing blood, is not the heart
abolly cleanfed ? When God completely gives the
beart of flefb, does he not completely take away rhe
beart of foue? Ls not the heart of flone the very rock,
in which the ferpent, indwelling fin, lurks? And
will God take away that curfed rock, and fpare the
venemous viper that breeds in its ciefts ?

V. Cannot the little lraven of fincerity and truth,
Jeawen the whole heart ? But can this be done with-
out purging out entirely the old leaven of malice and
avickednefs 7 May not a father in Chnft be as free
_from fin, as one, who is rotally given up to 3 repro-
bate mind, is free from righteousncfi #—Is not the
_glorious liberty of God’s ch Idren, the very reverfe
of the total and conflant flavery to fin, in which the
ftrongeft fons of Belial Live and die ?—If a full
admittance of Satan’s temptation could radically
deftroy original RIGHTE0UsNEss, in the hearts of
our firft parents ; why cannot a fz/! admittance of
Lhrift’s gofpel radically deftroy original uNrIGH-
arzoUsNESs in the hearts of believers ?~~Daoes not
the gofpel promife us, that where fin bas abounded,
grace fhall mucd MorE ABounD ? And did not fin
fo abound once, as entirely to {weep away inward
boline/s - BEFORE DEATH ? But how does grace
abourd much more than fin, if it never can entirely
fweep away inward /z without the helpof pEaTH 2

VI. Is there not a prefent, CLEANSING poiver,
as well as @ prefent, ATONING ¢fficacy, In the
Redeemer’s blood ? Have we not already taken
notice, that the fame fcripture, which informs us,
that if awe confefs our fins, be is FAITHTUL and jusT
20 FORGIVE us our fins, declares alfo that, upon the
fame gracious terms, le is fuithful and juff to
CLEANSE'US, from ALL wwrighteounefs# Now, if
the faithfu! and juff God is ready to forgive To-
PAY a poor mourner who fincerely confeﬂbs.}lis

’ -gult
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guilt; and if it would be doing divine faithfulnefs
and juffice great difhonour to fay, that God wiLs
WOT FORGIVE a weeping penitent before the article
of death ; is it doing thofe divine perfections honour
to aflert, that God wiLL NoT cLEANSE before
death a believer, who humbly confefles and deeply
laments the remains of fin ? Why fhould not God
difplay his FAITHFULNESs and jusTICE in cleanfing
us mow from inbred fin, as well as in forgiving us
zow our altual iniquities ; if we mow comply with
the gracious terms, to the performance of which,
this double blefling is annexed in the gofpel-charter 2

VII. Ir otr opponents allow, that faith and
love may be made perfet two or three minutes be«
fore death, they give up the point. Death is no
longer abfolutely neceffary to the deftruétion of
unbelief and fin: For it the ewil beart of unbelief
departing from the living God may be taken away,
and the completely boneft and good heart given two
or three minutes before death; we defire to know, -
why this change might not take place two or three
Jbours—two or three avecks—two or three years, be-
fore that awful moment ?

VIIL It 1s, I think, allowed on all fides,
that ae are faved, that is, fanttified as well as juf-
tified &y faith, Now that particular height of
fanttification, that full circumcifion of the beart,
which centrally purifies the foul, fprings -from a
peculiar degree of faving faith, and from a particu-
lar opetation of the Spirit of barning :—a quick
operation this, which 1s compared to a baptifin of
fire, and proves fometimes fo fharp and fearching,
thatit is as much as an healthy, ftrong man can 59
to bearup under it. It feems therefore abfurd to
fuppofe, that God's infinite wifdom has tied this
powerful operation to the article of death, that is,
to a time when fpeople, thro’ delirium or exceflive
-weaknefs, are frequently unable to think, or to
bearthe feeble operation of a little wine and water.

IX., When
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IX. WHEN bur Lord fays, Make %be trec Goon,
-and its fruit Goop :—A4 GOOD man out ¢f the Goop
treafure of bis beart bringeth forth coop things ; does
he fuppofe that the heart of his faithful people
muft always remain fraught with indwelling fin?
Is indwelling fin 2 GooD treafure? Or does Chrift
any where plead for the neceflagy indwelling of a
bud treafure in a good man? When vhe Spowje is al

. Zlorions awithin; when her eye is fingle, and her
avbole body full of light ; how can fhe be ftill full
of darknefs, and inbred iniquity? And when
St. Paul obferves, that eftablifhed chriftians are ful
of goodnefs, Rom. xv. 14, who can think he means,
that are they full of beart-corruption, and (what is
worfe ftifl) that they muft conunue fo to their dy~
ing day ?

X. I¥ chriftian perfection is nothing but the deprd
of evangelical repentance, the full affurance of
faith, and the pure love of God and man, fhed -
abroad in a faithful believer’s heart by the Holy
Ghotft given unto him, to cleanfe him, and tokeep
tim clean from all filthinefs of the figfb and fpirit }
and to enable him to f2lfi! the law of Chriff, accord- -
ing to the talents he is entrufted with, and the
circumftances in which he is placed in TH1s world:
—~1If this, 1 fay, is chrifiian perfeétion, nothing can
be more abfurd than to ‘put off the attaining of it
till we die and go to heaven. This isevident from-
the defcriptions  of chriflian perfe@ion which we
find in the%;w teftament. The firft is our Lord’s
account in’ the beatitudes, For how can holy
mourning be perfedled in heaven, where there will
be nothing but perfe? joy 7~~Will not the loving
difpofition of Peace-makers ripen too late for the
ehurch, if it ripens only 1N HEAVEN, where
there will be no peace-dreakers; or IN THE Anr-
TICLE 9F#DEATH, when people lofe their fenfes,
and are utterly difabled from aing a reconciler’s
part ?—=Ye, that-are perfecuted for righteoufusfs fake,
will ye ftay till you are among the blefled, to re-
Joicein triz;dation ? Wig the blefled revile you, and

Iy
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Jay all manner . of evil of you falfly, to give you an
“opportunity of being exceeding glad, when you are
counted avorthy to fuffer for Chrifi’s name ?—And ye, .
double-minded chriftians, will ye tarry for the
bleffednefs of the pure in beart till ye come to heaven ?
Have ye forgot that heaven is 7o purgatory; but -
a glorious reward for thofe who ARE pure in beart ;
—tor thofe who have purified themfelves, even as
God ispure ? C .

XI. From the beatitudes our Lord pafles to PRE-
cepTs defcriptive of chrifian perfection reduced
to practice. If thy brother hath ought againf? thee,
GO THY WAY, and &e rcconciled to him—Agree
QUICKLY awith thine adverfary.~REsisT NoT evil.
~TURN THE LEFT CHEEK fo bim that fmites thee.
on the right.—Give alms 10 as not to let thy Icft hand
" XNow awhat thy right hand does.— Faft evangelically.

—Lay not up treafures upon carth—Take no [anxi-

ous) thought wbhat you j/fall eat.—BLEss tbem that

CURSE YOU.—Do GooD to them that HATE YOU,
" that ye may be the children of your Father aubo is in

beaven 5 . for be maketh bis fun to fbine on the juff,

and on the UNjUsT. Be ye PERFECT, as your Fa-.
ther avho is in heaven is PERFECT. What attentive
reader does not fee, that none of thefe branches
of a chriftian’s practical perfection can grow in the
article of death; and that, to fuppofe they can
flourith in heaven, is to fuppofe that Chrift fays,
¢¢ Be thus and thus perfec, when it will be abfo-.
¢¢ lutely impoflible for you to be thus and thus per-.
¢t fect? Love your ENEMIES, when all will be.
¢ your friends : Do good to them that HATE yox,
8¢ when all will flame with love towards you?
$¢ Turn your cheek to the fmiters, when the cold

¢¢ hand of death will difable you from moving a

¢¢ finger; or, when God fhall have fixed a great .

L gul%b between the fmiters and you?”

XII. THE fame obfervation halds with refpect
to that important branch of chriftian perfection,
which we call PERFECT SELF-DENIAL, [f thine cye

offend
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" offend thee, fays our Lord, pluck it out:—If thy

right hand offend thee, cut it off, &c. Now can any
thing be more abfurd, than to putoff the perfec?
. performance of thefe fevere duties, till we pIE,
and totally lofe our power over our ¢yes and bands 2
Or, till we arrive at HEAVEN, where nothing

" that gffendeth can poffibly be admitted ?

XIII. St. Luke gives us in zhe Afs, a fketch

" of the perfection of chriftians living in community.
The multitude of them that believed, {ays he, were of
ONE HEART and of ONE SOUL. They continued fled-
Jaflly in the apofiles doctrire, and in prayers.—They
bad all things common 5 parting their *poffeffions to all,
as every man bad need :—Neither faid any of them that
“ought of the things which be poffefed aas his own;
And continuing daily in the temple, and breaking bread
“from houje to boufe, they ate their meat w'th gladnefs
“and finglenefs of beart, praifing God, When I read
this deicription of the practical perfection of a chrif-
tian church, I am tempted to {mile at the miftake
" of our opponents, and to afk them, if we can EAT
our MEAT with gladnefs in the article of death;

" "or SELL OUR PossEssIONS for the relief of our bre~

“thren on EARTH, when we are gone to HEAVEN ?

XIV. Consiper we fome of St. Pav 1’ exhor-
tations to the difplay of. the perfection which we
contend for, and we fhall fee in a ftll ftronger

"Tlight the abfurdity which I point out. He fays to:
the RoMaNs: Prefent yoir BODIES @ LIVING fa=
erifice ;—and be not conformed to this prefent world,—
thatye may prove what is that perfelt will of God.—
Having d{[ﬁen’t gifts, ufe them all for God : exbort-

“ing aith dil'gence, giving with fimplicity, fbewing

" mercy avith chearfulnefs, not flothful in bufinefs, fervent
in fpirit, ferwing the Lord, communicating to the ne-

" ceffities of the faints, givento bofpitality, aweeping with
“them that weep, being of the fame -mind, condeftending

- “to men of low eflate, prBuviding things honeft in the fight

of all. men, heaping coals of fire,—coals of burning love
D . N 2 and

-
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and melring kindnefs, on the head of your enemy by
giving bim meat, if be is bungry; or drink, if beis
thirfly ;5 overcoming thus ewil awith goodi—Again 3
Exhorting the CorINTHIANS to chriftian perfec-
tion, he fays: Brethren, the time is fbort,—1 would
bave you wnithout carefulncfs: It remaineth that they
abo bave wives, beas if” they had none; they that
aveep, asifthey wept not 5 they that rejoice, asif they
rejoiced mot 5. they that buy as if they poffaffed not ;.
andthey that ufé this world, as not abufing it, &c.—~
Once more : Stirring up the PHILIPPIANS to the
perfetion of humble love, he writes, Fulfilye my
79y, that ye THINK T1.% SAME thing, bave the fame
love ; being of ONE souL, of oNE MIND. Do No-
THING thro wain glory, but in lowknefs of mind
ESTEEM each the others BETTER THAN THEMSELVES.
Look not every one on his. own things, bat every. one
_alfo on the things of others : Let this mind be 1N You,
avhich was alfo 18 Curist JEsUs, awbo bumbled binr-
felf and became obedient EVEN UNTO DEATH.~Now
all thefe defcriptions of the pratical part of chrif-
tian perfetion, in the very nature of things can-
not be confined to the article of death, much lefs
to our arrival at heaven. For when we are dying,
or dead, we cannot prefent our bodies a living facrifices
—we cannot »/e this world as not abafing it ;—nor
cin we ook at the things of others, as well as at-our
own. : '

XV. THE fame thing may be faid of St. Paul’s
fine defcription of chriftian perfeftion under the
‘name of charity.  Charity fuffereth LonG - But ar
death all our fufferings are cur sHorT. . Charily
is not provoked; It thinketh no evil: It covereth all
things: It rejoiceth not in iniquity; It hopeth.all things,
believeth all things, endirets all things, &c. ‘The
bare reading of this defcription fliows, that it does
not refpect the article of geath, when we ceafe to
endure any thing ; much lefs does it refpeét hea-
ven, where we fhall havegabfolutely nothing to.

epdure. *
XVI.
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. XVI. Ira perfedt fulﬁlli_n% of eur relative duties
is a moft important part of chriffian perficlion, how
ungenerous, how foolifh is it to promife the fimple,
that they fhall be perfe& chriftians AT DEATH, or
in BEAVEN ! - Does not this affertion include all
the following abfurdities : Ye fhall -perfecthy love
your hufbands and wives in the article of peaTH,
when you fhall not be able to - diftinguith your
hufbands and wives from other men and women ;
or in HEAVEN, where ye Jball be like the angcls of
of God, and have neither hufbands nor wives:—Ye
fhall affit your parents and inftruét your children
with perfedt tendernefs, when ye fhall be paft affift-
ing or inftructing them at all :—when tbey fhall be
in heaven or in hell—paft needing, or paft admit-.
ting your 4ffiftance and inftructions.—Ye fhall in.
fpe&t your fervants with gerfe? love, or ferve your
mafters with perfz faithtulnefs when the relations
of mafler and jervant will exift no more.—Ye fhall
perfedtly bear with the infirmities of your weak.
brethren, when ye fhall leave all your weak bre-
thren behind,- and go where all your ‘brethren will
be free from every degree of trying weaknefs,—-
Ye fhall entertain ftrangers, attend the fick, and
vifit the prifoners with perfect love, when ye fhall
give up the ghoft, or when ye fhall be in paradife, .
where thefe duties have no more place than lazar--
houfes, fick-beds, prifons and gallows.

XVIL. Deats, far from introlucing imperfect:
chriftians into the ftate of chriftian perfeifion, will take
them out of the very poffibility of ever attaining it.
This will appear indubitable, if we remember,.
that chriffian ptfection confifts in perfes repentance, .
perfelt faith, perfed hope, perfiét love of an INVI~-
s1sLE God, perfedl charity for vISTRLE enemies,

2¢f patience in pain,: and perfei? refignation un-
der loffes ;—in a conftant bridling of our bodily
appetites, in an affiduous. keeping of our fenfes, in
a chearful taking up of our crofs, in a refolute
Sfollowing of Chriff aithout the eamp, and in a deli--
berate choice to fuffer ?I?ﬂim awith the people of God,
. ! . - 3’

ratber.
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rarher than 1o enjoy. the pleafures of fin. for a feafon.
Now, fo certain. as there can be no perfet r?an
tance in the grave, no chriffian faih where all is
£gbt, no perfel? hope where all is enjoyment;. no pers
teft-love of an imvifible God or. of wifible enemies,
where Godis wiffble-and enemies are inwifble: no
bearing pain with perfed patience, when pain is no.
nomore ; and no fuffering afflition with the.people-
of God, where no Thadow of afflition lights upon
the people of God, &c.—So certain, I fay, as death
incapacitates us for all thefe chriftian duties, it.
ncapacitates us alfo for -every branch of chriffian
perfection.  Mr. Hill might then as well perfuade-
the fimple, that they fhall become perfe furgeons.
and perfect -midwives—perfec&# mafons and perfest:

ardeners in.the grave, or beyond it; as to per—
%uade them, that they fhall become pgerfzi? peni-.
tents and perfei? believers in the article of. death,,
or in the new Jerufalem,, .

XVIIL Fromthe preceding argument it follows;.
that the graces of repentance, faith, hope, and¥
chsiftian charity, or lave for an invifible God, for
trying friends, and.for vifible enemies; muft be-
perfetted bere or never. It Mr. Hill grants thae
thefe graces are, or may be perfected Jere, he allows:
all that we contend. fors And if he afferts, that
they fhall never bg perfected, becaufe there is ¢ no..
perfedtion here,” and becaule the perfection of repen-.
tance, &c. can have no more place. in heaven than, .
finning and mourning, I afk ; Whatbecomes theus
of the fcriptures, which. Mr. Hill isf o ready to» -
produce, when he defends. calvinian perfeverance ?-
As for God, his awerk'is PERFECT—BYing confident of
this wery thing,  that-be, who batl begun a good work
- in_you [who 'fafve always oheyed, Phil. ii, 12.] il

perform, or [exiTeseer] will PERFECT if [if you.
" continue to cbey.]—The Lord awill PERFECT wWhat
concerneth. me.~ Praying exceedingly that ave [as work-.
ers together with God] might PERFECT that avhich.
is lacking in your ¥avTH—Looking unto Fefus, the.
. auther and [ TeAcioTne] the PERFECTER of om-'fax:t;:.-

' om:
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Jor beis faithful that promifid. How can the Loni:
be faithtul, and yet never perfed the repentance andj
fzith of 'his obedient people ? Will he fow fuch a
‘blefled feed as that of faith, hope, and love to our
enemies, and never let a grain of it either mifoary:
or bring forth fruit to perfection # Is not this a flac
contradiCtion ? How can a pregnant woman newer
mifcarry, and yet ncver bring forth the fruit of her
womb to any perfeition ! Such however 1s the incon-
fiftency which Mr.. Hi// obtrudes upen us as gof-
pel.  If his do&rine of calvinian perjeveranceis true,.
no belicver can miféarry ;—no grain of true faith
can‘fail of producing fruit to perfeftion: And ¥
his doétrine of chriffian imperfedtion is true, no belie-
ver can be pertect: no grain of faith, repentance,,
hope;, and' love for our hufbands and wives, can
ffibly grow to perfe&tion. How: different.is this.
oftrine from that of our Lord;, who, in the para—
ble of the fower, reprefents all thofe who-do not
bear fruit to parfeion, as mifearrying profefiors !

- XIX. Ir impatience-was that bodily diforder,
which is commonly called the begrt-burn ;—if obffi-.
nacy was a crick in the peck ;—pride, an impott-
hume- in the breaft ;—raging anger, a fit of the
tooth. ach ;—wanity, the droply ;—d-fobedience, ‘a.
bodily lamenefs ;— uncharitablene/; the rheumarifm ;,
—and deffair, a broken bone; there would be
Jfome- fenfe in the do&krine of chriflian imperfection,.
and reafon could fubferibe to Mr. Hill’s creed -
For it is certain, that DeaTn effetually cures the
heart-burn, a crick in the neck, the tooth-ach, &c..
But what real affinity have moral diforders with
bodily deathr? And why-db our opponents think, we-
maintain a ¢¢ fhocking” do&rine, when we aflert,.
that death. has no more power to cure our pride,
than old age-to remove our covetoufnefs ? Nay,
do we not fee that the moft decrepit old age does-
not cure men even from the: groffeft Iufts of the:
carnal mind » When old-drunkards and fornicators
are as unable to indulge their fenfual appetites, as-
if they aCtually ranked.among corpfes, do they noe:
. ’ betrag:
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Betray the fame inclinations which they fhowed,
when the ftrong tide of theiryouthful blood joined:
with the rapid fiream of their vicious habits ? Is not
this a demonitration, that no decay of the body, no:
not that complete decay, which we call Death, has
any ncceflary tendency to alter our moral habits ?
.and do not the ancients {et their feal to this obfer--
vation? Does not Solomon fay, that Ia. the place-
awhcre the tree failithy thereit fball be ¥ And has Mr..
Hill forgotten thofe remarkable lines of Firgil ?
Que cura ritentes

Pafcere equos, eadem fequiturtellure repoftos 2.

‘« Difembodied fouls have in the world of fpirits;.
_ ¢ the very fame difpofitions and propenfities which .
¢¢ they had, when they dwelt in the body.”

XX. Ir Gob had appointed Dearh to make an:
- endof heart-poilution, and to beour complete faviour
from fin, our opponents might fcreen their doétrine:
of a Death-pur;atory behind God’s appointment ;.
it being certain that God, who can command iron
to {wim, and fire to cool, could alfo command the
filthy hands of death to cleanfe the. thoughts of our
hearts. But we do not read in our bible either that
God ever gave to indwelling fin a leafe of any be-
liever’s heart for lite; or that he ever appointed
the king of terrors to deliver us frrom the deadly feeds
of iniquity.. And altho’ the old teftament contains
an account of many carnal ordinances adapted to the
carnal difpefidon of the jews, wedo not remember
to have read there, DEAvH fhall circumcife thy beart,
that thou mayi’ love the Lord tiy God with all thy.
beart—DEAT4 <vill “fprinkle clean water, upon you,
and ye fhall be cican : From all your filthing/i DEATH
q?vill cleanfe you 5 DEATH will put my [pirit wvithin you,
and caufe you to aalk in my flatutes, and [when you.
are dead] ye fbail keep my judyments and do them..
And it death was never fo far nenoured under the
molaic difpenfation, we atk, where he has been in--
velted with higher privileges under the. gofpel of.
T ) Chrift 22

.
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Chrift? where St.Paul fays, that Chriff barh abs-
bifbed DEATH, and hath brought LIFE and immortality
20 light thro’ the gfq/;el ? It appears to us, that it is
an high degree of rafhnets in the Calvinifts, and
in the Romanifts, to appoint the pangs of death,
and the forrows of hell to do the moft difficult,
and of confequence the moft glorious work of
Chrift’s fpirit, which is powerfully to redeem xs
Jrom all iniquity, and to purity unto himfelf a peculiar
prople [not full of all inbred unrighteoufnefs, but
dead to fin, free from fin, purein beart, and) zealous
¢f" good works. And we fhould think ourfelves far
more guilty” of impertinence, if we nominated ét-
ther Death or Hell to do the office of the rinaL
PURIFIER of our hearts; than if we ordered a
Jfexton to do the office of the prime miniffer, or an
executioner to at as the king’s phyfician—With re-
{fpe& to falvation from the root, as well as from the
Zgam'b'a- of fin, we will therefore kxow nothing, as
abfolutely neceflary, but Fefus Chrift and bim cruci-
feed, rifen again, and afeended on high,. that he
might fend the Holy Ghott to perfect us in love,
" thro’ a faith that purifies the beart, and thro’ a bope,
avhich if any man bath, be wil purify bimfelf even ax
God ispure. .

XXI. To conclude: if chriffian perfeftion .
implies the perfect ufe of the awhole armour of God,
what can be more abfurd than the thought, that
we fhall be made perfed chriffians in heaven or at
death? How will Mr. Hill prove thatwe fhall
perfedly ufe the helmet of hope,, perfeitly wield the
thield of faith, and perfeclly quench the fiery darts .
of the devil in heaven, where faith, hope, and
“the devil’s darts fhall never enter ?——Qr, how will

" he demonttrate, that a foldier fhall perfectly go-
thro’ his exercife in the article of death, that s,
in the very moment he leaves the. army, and. for
ever puts off the harnefs ?

Mt. Raster wrote in the laft century a vindica-
sion af holinefs, which he calls A sAINT o a
: BRUTE &

Y
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srute: The titleis bold; but all that can be
faid to defend iniquity cannot make me think it
too ftrong: So many are the arguments by which
the fcriptures recommend an holy life. And I
ownto thee, Reader, that when I confider all that
can be faid' in detence of chriffian perfedion, and
" all the aspsurpiTiEs which clog the dotrine of
chriftian impertection, I am inclined to imitate
- Mr. Baxter’s pofitivenefs, and to call this Eflay,
..A Per¥ecT Chrifiian in TH1S world, or a PERFECT.
- Duge in the NEXT.

[P > >b - IPAPIPIPIPIPY

SECTION XIIL

*Qontaining (1) A wariety of arguments to prove the
* MICHIEVOUSNESS ‘of the doflyines q/f'cl-mu-
°  TIAN IMPERFECTION: And (2) A review of
the moft decent and plaufible arguments, by ahich
the imperfectionifts infinuate the dofirine of a DEATH-

~ PURGATORY.
- L HE Arguménts of the preceding fection are-
v - & produced to fhew the aBsurDITY of

Mr. Hill’s dotrine of chriftian imperfe&ion : Thofe:
. which follow are intended to prove the MiscHIE~
vousNEss of that modifh tenet,

1. It ftrikes at the dotrine of falvatioh 3y faith..

" By grace are ye faved thro faith, not only from the

uilt and outward acts of fin, but alfo f{om its root

_ and fecret buds: Not of § orks, fays the apoftle,
. I

)

§ Here, - and in fome other places, St. Paul by works
means only #be decs of a Chrittlefs, anti-mediatorial law, and
the obedience pa'd to the jewifh covenant which is frequentl

-called the lazu, in-oppoficon to the ch ifiian covenant, which ?{
..commonly called ke gajpely i. €. the gofpel of Chriff, becaufe

Chrift’s.

-
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Jeft any man fhould [pharifaically] boaff: And may

‘ we not add, Not of peaTH, left be that had the

er of death, that is, the devil, fbould [abfurdly]

boaft ?  Does not what firikes at the doérine of .

faith, and abridges the talvation which we obtain

by it, equally ftrike at Chrift’s power and glory?

- Is it not the bufinefs of faith to receive Chriit’s

JSaving word, to apprehend the power of his fanc-

tifying {pirit, and to inherit all the great promifes,

by which be faves bis penitent, believing people .

FROM THEIR sINs ? Is it not evident, that, if

nobelievers can be faved from indwelling fiz thro’

! Jaith, we muft corret the apoftle’s dottrine, and
fay, By grace yeare javed from the remains of fin.

#hro’ DEATH? And can unprejudiced proteftants
admit fo Chrift-debafing, fo Death-exalting a tenet .

without giving a dangerous blow to the genuine

dodtrines of the reformation ?

I1. It difhonours Chrift as a PropHET, for as

Juch he came to teach us to be now meek and bawly .

! in HEART r but the imperfe¢t gofpel of the day
teaches, that we muft neceflarily continue patlionate -

and proud iz beart till death; for pride and immo-

derate anger are, 1 apprehend, two main branches

| of indwelling fin. Again: My motto demonttrates

that he publicly taught the multitudes the do&rine

| of perfection, and Mr. Hill infinuates that this.
Aottrine is ¢ fhocking” not to fay ¢¢ blafphemovs.”

) .II1. It difgraces Chrift as the CAPTAIN oOF
©oUR sALVATION. For St. Paul fays, that our.

Captain

Chrifl's gofpel is the moft excellent of all the gofpel-difpenfations.
The apoftle therefore, by the expreffion not of works, does by
no means exclude from final falvation the law of faith, and the
works done in obedience to rbat law : for in the preceding

’ werfe he fecures zhe obedience of faith when he fays, Ye arc faved,
i. e. made partakers of the bleffings of the chriftian difpenfation
by grace THRO’ FAlTH. Here then the word by GrACE fe-
cures the firf? gofpel axiom, andthe word THRO’ FaITH fecures
the fecond,
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Captain furnithes us with cveapons mighty thro’ God
20 the pulling dowwn of Satan’s firong hoids, and tothe
bringing of cvery thought into captivity to the "obedience
of Chriff. But our opponents reprefent the devil’s
itrong holds as abfolutely impregnable. Noawea-
pons of our warfare can pulldown Apollyon’s throne.
Anbred fin thall maintain its place in man’s heart till
death " firike the victorious blow. Chrift may in-
deed fight againtt the Fericho within, as Foab fought
againft Rabbab of the children of Ammon : But then
he muft fend tor Death, as Feab fent for David,
fayin;, I hawe fought againft Jericho, and have ta-
ken the city of awaters: Nosv thercfore, gather the
voft of the people together, and encamp againft the city,
andtake ity L I take the city, andit e called afier my
name, 2 Sam. xii. 26.

IV, It pours contempt upon him as the SuRETY
of the new covenant, in which God has engaied
himfelf to deliver oBEDIENT believers from their
enemissy that they may ferve bim <vithoxt { tormenting]
fear all the days of their life; for how does he do his
office in this refped, if he never fees, that fuch
believers be delivered from their moft oppreflive
and inveterate enemy, induwelling fin ? Or if that
deliverance takes place only AT DEATH, how can
they, in confequence of their death-fieedom ferve
God without fear all the days of their life ?

V. It affronts Chrift as 2 x1nG. when it repre-
fents the believer’s heart, which is Chrift’s {piri-
tual throne, as being neceffarily full of indwelling
fin—A fpiritual rebel, who, notwithftanding the
joint efforts of Chrift and the believer, maintains
his ground againft them both during term of life?
—Again: Does not a good king deliver his loyal
fubjets from oppreflion, and avenge them of a
tyrannical adverfary, when they cry to him in
their diftrefs ? But does our Lord fhow himfelf
fuch a king, if he never avenges them, or turns

the ufurper, the murderer fx out of their. breaft # -

Once

e et
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=—Once mores If our deliverance from fin depends
upon the firoke of death, and not upon a ftroke of
Chrift’s grace, might we not call upon the king of
terrors, as well as upon the king of faints, for deli-
verance from the remains of fin-? But whereis the
difference between faying, O Death, belp us, and
- crying, O Baal, fave us-?

VI. It injures Chrift asa Resterrr of pure
fpiritual worfhip in Geod’s fpiritual temple—the
‘heart of man ? For it indireétly reprefents him as
a pharifaic Saviour, who made much ado about
driving with a whip harmlefs fheep and oxen out
of his Father’s material temple; but \gives full
leave to Satan, not only to bring /heep and dowes
into the believer’s heart but alfo to harbour and
breed there during term of life the fwelling toad
{pride] and the hiffing viper [envy:] to fay no~
thing of the greedy dog [avarice,] and the filthy
fwine [impurity ;] under pretence of ¢ esercifing
the patience and engaging the induflyy” of the worfhip-
-pers, if we may believe ¢he Calvin of the days
gee the .Argument againft chriftian Perfetion at
the end of this fection.

VII. It infults Chriftas a Prrest: For our
Melchifedec fhed his all-cleanfing blood upon the
«crofs, and now pours his all-availing prayer before
‘the throne ; afking that upon evangelical: terms
we may now be cleanjed from all -unrighteoufnefs and
gperfedted in one.. Butsif we affert that believers let
‘them be ever fo faithful can never be thus cleanfed
-and perfected in one till. Death come to the Sa-
viour’s affiftance, do we not place -our Lords
-cleanfing blood, and powerful interceffion and of
confequence his priefthood in an .unfcriptural and
contemptible light ?

Should Mr. Hill attempt to retort this argument
by faying ¢¢ That it is our dofrine, not his,
¢ which derogates from -the honour of Chrift’s

- Q. - priefthood
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$4 pricfthood, becaufe we fhould no longer need
#¢ our High-pricft’s bloodif we were cleanfed from
‘“¢ allfin:” I reply:

(1) Perfect chriftians need as much the virtue
of Chrift’s blood, to prevent the guilt and pollu-
tion of fin from returning, as imperfect chnitians
want it to drive that guiFt and pollution away. It
is not enough that the blood of the true pafchal
lamb has been fprinkled upon our fouls to keep off
the deftroyer : it muft ftill remain there to hinder
his coming back with feven other fpirits more wicked
than himfclf.—(2) Mr. Hill is in the dark: he
calls for a light; and when it is brought, he ob-
ferves, the darknefs of his room is now totally re-

moved. [s it fo, Sir, replies his footman: Then

ou need thefe wax-candles no more: If they
Lve totally removed the darknefs of yourapart-
ment, you have no more need of them. Mr. Hill
fmiles at the abfurdity of his fervant’s argument ;
‘and yet, it is well if he does nat admire the wif-
of perfe€t chriftians are cleanfed, and kept clean by
faith; and chriftian perfection includes the per-
_ feltion of chriftian faith, whofe property it is to
endear Chrift and his blood more and more: No-
‘thing then can be lefs reafonable than to fay, that,
upon our principles, perfet believers have done
with the atoning blood. — (4) Such believers
continually overcome the accufer of the brethren
thro’ the blood of the lamb: There is no moment
therefore, in which they can fpareit: They are
zeble believers who can yet difpenfe with its con-
ftant application ;- and hence it is, that they con-

" tinue feedlee  None make fo much ufe of Chrift’s
"blood as perfe@t chriftians. Once it was oNLY
their. medicine, which they took now and then,
when a fit of fear, or a pang of guilt, obliged
them to it: But now it is the divine prefervative,
which keeps off the infeftion of fin. Now itis
- -the reviving cordial, which they take to prevent
“their growing aeary or faint in their minds: Now
‘it is their daily drink; Now it is what they fpn;ﬁ-
e

dom of my opKonem’s objection.~(3) The hearts .

LAY —_—"
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kle their every thought, word, and work with ¢
In a word it 1s that blood, which conftantly /peaks
before God and in their confcience, better things
than the blood of Abel, and atually procures for
them all the bleflings which they enjoy or expe&.
To fay theretore, that the - doftrine of chriftian
perfetion fuperfedes the need of Chrift’s blood, is
not lefs abfurd than to affert that the perfection of
navigation renders the great deep an ufelefs re-
fervoir of water.—Laftly : Are not the faints be-
fore the throne perfeétly finlefs? And who is
more ready than they to extol the blood and fing
the fong of the Lamb: To him that loved us,
and wathed us from our fins in his own blood, be
glory, &c? If an angel preached to them the
-modern gofpel, and defired them to plead for the
remains of iin, left they fhould lofe their peculiar
value for the atoning blood; would they not all
fufpe&t him to be an angel of darknefs, transform-
ing himfelf into an angel of light? And fhall ae
be thedupes of the Tempter, who deceives good
men, that they may deceive us by a fimilar argu-
-ment ? ' -

VIIL. It difcredits Chrift as the FuLriLLER of
the Father’s Promife, and as the SENDER of the
indwelling, abiding Comforter, that our joy may
be full: For the Spirit never takes his conflant
abode as a Comforter in'an heart full of indwelling

If he vifits a finful heart with his confolations,
it'is only as a gueft that tarrieth but a day. When
‘he enters a foul fraught with inbred corruption hera-
ther aéts asa Reprover than as a Comforter ; throw-
ing down the tables of the fpiritual money-changers s
hindering the veflels which are not holinefs unto
the Lord from being carried thro* God’s fpiritual

temple, and expeliing, according to the de of
our faith whatfoever would make God’s houfe a den
of thieves.

But inftead of this Mr. Hill’s do&rine con-
fiders the heart of believers as ® dem of lions ;
and reprefents Chrift’z) {pirit nat as the defroyer,

: ' 2 but

s
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but as the Kecper of the wild beafts and evil tem-
rs which dwell in our breafts. This I conclude
}::)m thefe words of the Rev. Mr. oplady,—
¢ They [indwelling fin and unholy tempers] do
not quite expire, till the renewed fou! is taken
‘¢ up trom earth to heaven. In the mean time
¢¢ thefe hated remains of depravity will,  toe
¢ often, like prifoners in. a dungeon, crawl to-
¢ wards the window (tho’ inchains) and fhow
¢¢ themfelves thro’ the grate, Nay, I don’t know,
¢¢ whether the ftrivings of inherent corruption for
¢ matltery, be not, frequently, more violent in a
¢ regenerate perfon, than even in cne who is dead
“¢ in trefpafics : as wild beails a1e, fometimes the
¢ more rampant and furious for being wounded.”
. Sce Caveat agaiyfl TNSOUND doclrincs. page §4.—=
When - I read this gofpel, 1 cannot but throw ina
Caveat againtt Mr. Toplady’s €aveat.  For if his
is not unjound, every body muftaltow it tobe wncom-
Sortable and unjafe.  Who would not think it dread-
telly dangerous to dwell with one wild beaft that
cannot be killed, unlefs we are firft killed ourfelves ?
But how much more dangerous is it to be con-
demn’d to dwell for life with a parcel of them,
which are not only immortal fo long as we arealive,
but are fomctimes the move rampant and furious for
being avounded.  The Saviour preached by -Mr.
“Toplady crly weunds the Egyptian Dragon, the
inward Pharoah, and makes him rage, but our
Jefus drowns him in the fea of his own.blood,
barely by ftretching out the rod of his pawer, when
we ftretch out to him our arms of faith, Mr.
Hill’s Redeemer only takes Agag prifoner as dou-
‘ble-minded Saul did; but our Redecmer hews hime
in pieces as upright Samnuel. The Chrift of the Cal-
vinifts fays, ¢ Confine the enemjvs; tho’ he may
‘poflibly be fiercer than belorve.” But our’s thrufts
out the enemy before us, and fuys, DisTrROY. Deut.
xxxiil, 27. O ye preachers of FINISHER falvation,
we leave it to your candor todecide which or thefe
dotrines brings moft glory to the faving name of

Fejuese

¢
.

IX. The
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IX. The doélrine of ourssceffary contimuance im
indwelling fin to our laft moments, makes us natu-
rally overlook or defpife the exceeding great and pre-
clous promifés given unto usy, that by thejé we might be
partakers of the divine nature [that is, of God’s perfect
bolinefs ;| having efcaped the corruption that is in the
avorld thro’ Iy, 2 Pet. i. 4. And by that means it
naturally defeats the fu¥l effett of evangelical .truths
and minifterial labours ; an effet this, which is thus.
defcribed by St. Paul : TEACHING every man in
all wijdom, that wwe may prefent every man PERFECT i
Chrifi  Jefus, i. e. pertet according te the richeft
difpenfation of divine grace, which is the gofpe! of”
Chriff Fefus. Col. i, 28,—Again, e foriptare is
profitable for inflruclion in righteoufnefsy that the manof
6od may be PERFECT, throughly furnifbed unto all good’
avorks, 2 Tim. iii. 16. Now we" apprehend that
the perfestion, which throughly furnifhes believers
unto all good works, is a perfection produtive of
all the good aerks awhich are [evangelically as well.
as providentially] prepared that ave fbould walk in
them BEFORE DEATH : Becaufe [whatever Mr. Hill:
may infinuate to the contrary in England, and
Father Walfh at Paris] the fcripture fays, #bafoever
thy band findeth 1o doy.do it with thy might; for there
#5 NO WORK nor dewice [in death, i. eﬁ in the grave
awbither thow-goeft.. Foras the tree falls fo it lies &
ifit fall: full of rottennefs with a brood of vipers
and ‘a never-dying: worm in its hollow center} it
will: continue in that very condition: and wo to-
the man,- who trufts that the pangs of death will
kill.the-worm, or that a purgative fire will {pare-
the:rotten wood , and cenfume the vipers..

.

, , .
X. It defeats in-part the'end of the GosPEL-PRE~-
eepTs to the ‘fulfilling of which gofpel-promifes are:
But a means.. AU the law, the prophets, and the apof--
tolic writings, bang on thefe two commandments:
& Thow fbalt-love-God wiTH ALE THY HEART, and’
thy meighbour As THY. SELF, thro’ penitential faith
in. the light of. thy difpenfation ;" that is, in two-
Q3 wordsy, .
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words, Thou fhaltbe EVANGELICALLY PERFECT.
Now if we believe, that it is abfolutely impoffible
to be thus perfeét by -keeping thefe two bletled
commandments- in faith.: we cannot but believe
alfo that God who requires us to keep them is.
defeftive in wifdom, equity and goodnefs, byrequi~
ring us to do what is abfolutely impoffible : And
we reprefent our Church as a wicked ftep-mother
which betrays all her children into the wanton
commiffion of perjury, by requiring of every one
of them in - the facrament of baptifm a moft folemn:
vow by which they bind themfelves in the prefence
“of God and of the congregation, that they will keep
God’s holy will and commandments [i. . that they

- will keep God’s evangelical law} and walk in the
fame all the days of their life.

XI. It has a neceflfary tendency to unnerve our
deepeft prayers. How can we pray in faith, that
God would help us to do his aill on earth asit is
done in beaven, or that he would cleanfe the thoughts
of our hearts that we may perfeitly love bim and avor=
thily magnify bis holy name : —How can we, I fay,
afk this 1n faith, if we difbelieve the very poflibility
of having thefe petitions anfwered » And what poor
encouragement had Epaphbras, upon' the fcheme
whch we oppofe, ALWAYs to labour FERVENTLY
Jor the Colofians iz praycrs, that they might fland
PERFECT and COMPLETE in the will of God 5 or St.
Paul, to with that the very God' of peace would fanc~
tify the Thetlalonians abolly, and that their whole
Spirity and foul, and BODY, might be preferved BLAME-
LEss, if thefe requefts could not be granted defors
death, and were unavoidably to be granted to them °
and to all believers in the article of death ?

.
XII. It foothes lukewarm, unholy profeffors,
and encourages them to fit quietly under the vine
" of Sodom, and under their cwn barren fig-tree ; 1
mean, under the baneful influence of their anbelief
aod indsveliing fin; wnothing being more pleafing ;0
. o the
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the carnal mind than this Syren-fong : ¢ It is
¢ abfolutely unpoflible that the thoughts of vour
¢ hearts fhould be cleanfcd in this life.* God him-
¢ felf does not expect that you fhould be purified
¢ from ull iniquity on this fide the grave. It is
¢ proper that it fhould dwell in your heort by
¢ unbelicf, to endear Chritt to you, and fo to
¢ aquork tcycther for your geod.” 'The preachers of
mere morality infinuare, that God does not rorgive
fins before death. This dangerous, uncomtortable
doctrine damps the faich of penitents, who think it

_-abfurd to expet BurorE death what they are taught

they can only receive AT death. And, as it is with
the pardon of fins, fo it is alfo with the deanfng
From all wnrighteow/ncfs. "I he preachers of chriftian
imperfe&tion tell their hearers, that no body can
be cleanfed from beart-fin vErore DEATH., 'This
new gofpel makes them fecretly truft in a deatd~
purgatory, and hinders them from pleading in faith
the promife of tull fanétification berore death ftares
them in the face; while others, like fpared Agag,
madly venture upon the {pear of the king of terrors
with their hearts full of indwelling fin.. The dead
tell no tales now, butit will be well if in the day
of the refurrsétion, thofe who plead for the zecet
Sary indwelling of fin durhhg term of life, do
not meet in the great day with {ome dciuded fouls;
who will give them no thanks for betraying them,
to their lait moments, into the hands of indweiling-
fin, by infinuating, that there can be no deliverance
from our ‘evil tempers before we -are ready to
exchange a death-bed for'a coflin. .

XIII. It greatly difcourages willing Ifraelites,
and weakens the hands of the faithful {pies, who
want to lead feceble believers on, and to take by
force the kingdom which confiits in righteoufnefs,
peace and joy iax the Hely Ghof 5 nothing being
more proper to damp their ardor, than fuch a fpeech
as this: ¢ You may ftrive againft your corruptions
¢ and evil tempers, as long as you pleafe ; but

: ’ 13 you

iy
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@ you fhall never get rid of them: The Jeriche
«¢ within is impregnable : it is fenced up to hea-
¢ ven, and garrifon’d by the tall, invincible,
¢ immortal fons of Anak: So ftrong are thefe
« adverfaries, that the twelve apoftles, with the
¢ help of Chrift and of the Holy Ghoft, could.
¢ pever turn one of them out of his poft. Nay,.
< they fo buffited and overpowered St. Paul, the
¢t moft zealous of the apofties, that they fairly took.
¢¢ him priioner, /old bim under fin, and made him
¢ groan to the lalt, O avretched, carnal man that F
- gm, ato jhall deliver me from the law of my
«¢ inbred corruptions, awhich bring me into captivity
& g9 the law of fin: I thank God thro’ DEATH. So-
& then, avith the flefb you muft, as well as St..
¢ Paul, ferve the law of fin till you p1e. Nor
¢ need you fret 3t thefe tidings ; for they are the:
¢« pure Gofpel of Chrit—the genuine do¢trines of
¢« FREE grace, and chriftian LigerTY. In Chriff
< you-are free, but in yourfelves you muft continue
¢ to ferve the law of fin: And indeed why fhould’

-

-

-

¢ you not do it, fince the fins of a chriftian are for

s bis good, and even the dung of a Jbeep of Chrift is-
¢ of fome ufe—nay of the moft excellent ufe if we.

¢ believe Mr. Hill; for the mott grievors falls—. -

¢¢ falls into repeated acts of adultery and into deli~
¢¢ berate murder, ferve to make us know our place,.
¢« ¢o drive us nearer to Chrifl, and to make us fing
¢ louder-the praifes of reftoring grace.” Befides,
that gentleman reprefents thofe who preach deli~
verance from indwelling fin before we go into a:
death purgatory.as ¢“ men of a pharifaic caft—
¢¢ blind men, who never faw their own hearts—.
¢ proud men, who oppofe the righteoufnefs of

$¢ God,—vain men, who afpire at robbing Chrift of

- ¢ the glory of being ALONE avithout fin : in fhort,.
¢ men who hold doftrines which are fbocking, not:
& to fay blafphemons’” .

How would this fpeech damp our defires after
falvation from indwelling fin ! How would it make-

us hug the curfed chains of our inbred coxruption;k

. me
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it the cloven foot of the imperfe®, unchafte Diaam,
which it helds out to public view without gofpel-
fandals, was nct fufficient to fhock us back fromy
this impure gofpel to the pure gofpel of Jefus
Chritt! And yet [if I am not mittaken] this dun-
gerous {pcech only unfolds the fcope of Mr, Hill’s
¢ Creed fir Perfeilionifls.”

XIV. To. conclude: The modith doftrine of
chriftian imperfe€tion and deach-purgatory, is fo
contrived, that carnal men will always prefer the
purgatory ot the Calviniits to that of the Papifts..
For the Papifts. preferibe I know not how many
cups of divine wrath and dive vengeance, which
are to be drunk by the fouls of the believers who
die Aalf-purged, or three-pa#s .cleanfed. Thefe
balf-damn’d, or a quarter-damn’d creatures muft go
thro’ a fevere difcipline, and fiery falivation in the
very fuburbs of hell, before they can be pertectly
purified. But our oppenents have found out a
way to deliver baif-hearted believers out of all fear
in this refpec. Such believers need not utterly
abolifb the body of fin in this world. The inbred
man of fin not only may, buthe fhall live as long
aswedo. Youwill poffibly afk: ¢¢ What s to be~
¢¢ come’of this finful gueft? Thall he take us to
¢ hell, or fhall we take him to heaven? Ithe
¢¢ cannot die in this world, will Curift deftroy
¢ himin the next?” No: her: Thrift isalmaft
left out of the queftion by thole wno preiend o
be determined to know rotning tut Cie'dand
him crucifed. Our indwelling acvor iy icn rde-
firoy’d by the brightrefs of the Redermer™ ipiris
tual uppeariia, bur by tte gloom b the appear-
ance of Death. Thus thev hate {eund another
Jeus—another Saviour from fin. ‘'IThe hingef
terrars comes ro the afindance of Jedus’s waltiying
grice and inffantaceculy delivers the carnal be-
Liever frem indwelling pride, unbelief, covetoui-
nefs, peevifhneis, uncharitablene’s, love of the
world, and inordinate affe¢tion. Thus the clam-
my fweats brought on by the grecdy menfier, k(i‘il'

' it
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(it feems) the tree of fin, of which the blood of
Chrift could only kill the buds! The dying fin-
ner’s breath does the capital work of the Spirit of
holinefs! Apnd by the moft aftonithing of all mi«
racles, the faint, infectious, -laft gafp of a finful
believer blows away in the twinkling of an eye the
great mountain of inward . corruption, which al
the means of grace, all the faith, prayers, and
facraments of twenty, perhaps of forty years;
with all the love in the heart of our Zerubbabel,
all the blood in his veins, all the power in his
hands, and all the faithfulnefs in his breaft, were
never able to remove! If this «dofrine is true,
how greatly was St. Paul miftaken when he faid,
The fiing of Death is fin, &c. Thanks. be to Gody
avho giveth us the wiclory thro' Chriff our Lord!
Should he not have faid, Death is the cURE of fin,
inftead of faying, fin is the sTING of Death? And
fhould not his praifes flow thus, Thanks be to God
nvbo gives us the widlory thre DEaTH? our great
and only Deliverer from our greateft and fierceft
enemy, indwelling fin!

I

»
SECTION XIV.

An Anfwer to the arguments by avbich the Imperfe@io=
nifls fupport the doflrine of #be meceffary indwellinmy
of fin'in all believers till they go into the Death-

purgatory,

THE pleafing effe® of the Jights in a pilture,
is confiderably heightened by the bold oppo-
fiton of ftrong fhades.  If the preceding argu-
ments are the Jights, by which we hope agreeably
to ftrike the mental eyes of the reader, who can-
flidly confiders the do&rine of chriffian perfection ;
it will not be improper to heighten thofe lights by
the amazing contraft of the arguments, which our

- opponents
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opponents advance in defence of indwelling fin, and
chriftian imperfedlion. Thele arguments appear to
us, fhades,—bold, logical fhades : but the bolder they
are, the more they will fet oft the luftre of the

truth which we recommend : for, if all th:ngs work -

Jor good to them that love God; why fhould not all

the errors of others, work for good to them that -
love the truth ? I am abundantly furnithed with

the erroneous fhades I want, by three of the moft
approved authors, who fupport the ark of the im-

erfect gofpel, the rev. Mr. Zoplady, author of the
gliﬁoric Proof of Calvinifm ;—the rev. Mr. Martin,
author of feveral tra&s, which are efteem’d by the
calvinifts ;—and the rev. Mr. Feary, famous for
his voluminous expofition of the bible.

The firft of thefe authors, in his Caveat againft
unfound dofirine, intimates that there never were on
earth but three perfons poficfled of the finlefs-per-

. feftion which we contend for; Adam, Ewe, and
Fefus Chriff :—A bold intimation this, which, like
the Babel 1 attack, has it’s foundation in Confufion ;
—in the confufion of thtee perteétions which are
entirely different ;—the PArRADIsAIcAL, finlefs
perfection of our firft parents; the MEpIATORIAL,
finlefs perfection of Jefus Chrift ;—and the curIs-
TIAN evangelically-finlefs perfection of St. John.
This intimation is fupported by fome paflages from
Solomon, which have been already confidered in
Seét. XI, and by 'the following Argument.

ArcuMenT I. ¢ A perfon of the ampleft for-
¢¢ tune cannot help the harbouring of fnakes, toads,
¢ &c, on his lands; but they will breed, and
¢¢ neftle, and crawl about his eftate whether he will
¢ he will or no. All he can do is to purfue and
¢¢ kill them whenever they make their appearance :
¢ yetlet him be ever fo vigilant, and diligent,
¢¢ there will always be a fucceffion of thofe crea-
¢¢ tures, TO EXERCISE HIS PATIENCE, AND EN-

-

¢ GAGE HIS INDUSTRY. S0 it is with the true =

¢¢ believer, in refpe& of indwelling fin.” Caveat
againfl unfound dotrine. page §4. Tothis we anfwzr 5
. 1
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1) From the claufe which I produce -in capi-
¢als in this argument, one would think that paticnce
end /ndufiry cannot be properly exerciféd without
indwelling fin. If fo, dues it not follow, that our
Lord’s patience and indufiry always wanted proper
cxerciie, becaufe he was always pertetly free
from indzoeliing fin?  We are of a different fenti-
ment with retpelt to our Lord’s chriftian virtues :
and we apprehend, that the parience and indufiry of
the mott perfect believer, will always (without the
oppofition of indwelling fin) find f«ll exercife in
doing and fuffering the whole will of God; in
kecping the body under ; inftriving againft the fin
‘of others : in teftitying by word and deed that the
works of the world are evil ; in refifting the num-
berlefs temptations of him, who goes sbout as a
woaring lion, feeking «vbom be may devour 5 and in
preparing to conflict with the king of terrors.

(2) Why could ‘not affiduous vigilance clear
.an eftate of frakes, as onc of our kings cleared
Great-Britain of cvolves? Did he not attempt and
accomplith what appeared impoflible to lefs refo-
lute minds? Mr. Toplady is too well acquainted
with the claflics not to know what the heathens
themfelves have faid of iudufiry and love :

Omnia vincit amor.—Labor improbus omnia vincit,

If ¢¢ Love and inceffant labour overcome the greateft
difficudtics,” what cannot a diligent believer do, who
is animated by the love of God, and feels that he caz
do all things thrd Chrift avho flrengthencth him ?
(3) But the capital flaw of Mr. Yoplady’s argu-
ment confifts in fo confidering the WEAKNEss of
free-willy as entirely to leave God and the fanctify-
ing power of his Spirit out of the queftion. That
gentleman forl%ets, that, for this purpofe the Son of*
God [who is Lord God oMNIPOTENT] avas mani-
fefled, that be might DESTROY the avorks.of the dewvil.
Nor does he confider, that a worm affifted by om-
nipotence itfelf, is capable of the greateit atchigve-
ments. Of this we have an illuftrious inflance in
‘ ' Mofes,
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Mofes, with refpe@ to the removal of the Tice, the
frogs, and the locufts. Mofes intreated the Lord,
and the Lord turned a mighty, firong weff-wvind, avbich
took-away the locufls, and caft them into the red fea :
There remained NOT ONE LOCUST IN ALL THE
coasTs oF Eeyrr. Ex. x. 19. If Mr. Toplady
had not forgot the mighty God, with whom Mofes
> and believers have to do, he would never have fup-
pofed, that the comparifon holds good between
Curist cleanfing the thoughts and heart of a praying
believer by the infpiration of his boly fpirit, and A MaAN
who can by no means deitroy the fnakes and toads
¢ that breed, -neftle, and craw! about his eftate,

(4) The reverend Authorof the Caveat finks,
1n this argument, even below the doctrine of heathen
-moralifts.  For, fuppofe the extirpation of a vicious
habit were confidered, ‘would not an heathen be
snexcufable, if he overlooked the fuccour and infpi-
Tation of the Almighty ? And what fhall we EK of
a gofpel minifter, who writing upon the déftruétion

) of fin, entirely overlooks what at other times he
<calls the fovereign, matchlefs, all-conquering, irrcfifiible
‘power of divine grace, which [if we believe liim]
1s abfolutely to do all /» us-and for us ?—who infi-
'  nuates, that the rad, pride, and the wiper, envy,
' . ‘muft continue to neftle and crawl in our breafts fyor'
! want of ability to deftroy them ;«—and who concludes
that the extirpation of {in is impoffible, becaufe we
‘cannot bring it about by our own ftrength ? Juft
s if the power of God, which 4elps our infirmitics,
did not deferve a thought ! Who does not fee, that
when a divine argues in this manner, he puts his
buthel upon the light of Chrift’s widorions gtace,
hides this fin-killing and- heart-cleanfing light, and
then abfurdly concludes that the datknefs of fin
J onufi neceffarily remain in all believers ? Thus, if I
miftake not, it appears, that Mr, Toplady’s argument
in favour of the death-purgatory, is contrary to
thiftory, experience, and gentilifin: And how much
mare to chriflianity, anci) to the honour of kim who
: Tt
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zo the auttermoff faves his believing people from their
heart-toads and bofom-vipers, when they go to him
for this great falvation !

"The next author who fhall furnifh me with logical
fhades, is the ingenious and rev. Mr. Martin, who
“has juit publifhed a plea for the necefiary indwelling
. of fin in all believers. He calls it ¢¢ The chriffian’s
peculiar confiicl, An Effay on Galatians v. 17,” And
trom it I extrat the arguments which follow.

, ArcumgnT II. Page 15, &c. ‘O ye vain
¢ boafters’ of inherent perfetion, fay, Where is
¢¢ the man among you to be found, who always
<. doth the things that he would ? 1f there be one,
¢¢ who has this pre-eminence above his brethren,
why fhould his name be concealed ? Is he a
.¢¢ preacher ? and dare he affert he has at all times
¢ that difcovery of the truth to his own foul he
¢¢ couldwith? &c. ds he a private chriftian ? and
“¢ will he venture to declare, that in every charac-
<¢ ter he fuftains, &c.-hc continually a&ts not only
_¢¢ the confcientious part, but in every refpett ful-
{ills the defire of his mind ? What ! does he hefi-
¢ tare ? Is he afraid to atteft this in the prefence
“¢ of an heart-fearching God ? How deceitful then
¢¢ is his confidence! &c. Strange infatuation! If
<¢ he cannot at all times do the thivgzs, the good
¢ things that he would, can he fuppofe his beft
¢¢ defires are more extenfive than that law which
¢¢is exceeding bread ? &c. If he can be fo vain
“¢ as to fuppofe this, there is more hope of a focl
< than of him who is fo wife in his own conceit.
If he difowns the inference, and yet maintains
¢ his premifes, that he is perfe, i. e. he is with-
¢ out fin, he has ceafed to commit iniquity, what
¢¢ js the conclufion ? I am obliged to conclude, that
*¢ pertection and imperfection, things as contrary
¢ to each ether as light and darknefs, are with
¢ fuch a deluded perfon confidered as one and the
¢ fame thing.” -
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This argument ftript of its rhetorical ornaments,
and put into a plain, logical drefs, runs thus:

¢¢ When Chriftians do not doall the good things
which they difire to do, they fin, or break God’s.
law, which is purer and broader than their defies
—Bat the beft minifters, and the beft private chrif-.
tians do not do all-the good things which they defire
to do:—And therefore the belt minifteys, and the
beft private chriftians £z, and their finlefs perfeGtion
isan empty boaft.” We may bring the argument into
a ftill harrower compafs, thus: << All Short-comings are
finful, and therefore inconfitent with every kind of
perfection.” Now this propofition, which is the
bafis of the whole argument, has error for its foun-
dation.  Granting that jbort-comings are inconfiftent
with ‘the abfolute will of God, and with the perfec-
tion of his boundle’s power, I affirm four things,
each of which, if I miftake not, overturns vur
objeétsr’s argument.

(1) The feparate fpirits of ju 2 men miade terfeéd
arc perfoflly” finlefi; neverihelels they do not do ol

Cthe things that they wwenld ; for they have not yet

prevaiicd to get the blood of God’s mariyrs aven-
ged :—a difplay of juftice this, which they ardently
ayy for. And I prove it by thele words of St.
John: I jisw under the altar the fouls of them that
wvere flain for the avord of God, and they cried with a
bud woice, faying, How long, O Lord, holy and true,
doft thoun not judge and avenge our blood on them that
dwell on the earth! Rev. vi. 9. Had they done
what they avifbed, 1. e. actually prevailed with God,
their prayer would have been immediately turned
into praifes, and perfecutors would long ago have
been rooted out from the earth. :

{2) For want of infinite wifdom, does not prrfes?
love 1n finite creatures frequently defire to do more
for its objedt than it can? When AMichael fought
acith the Dragon, is it not highly probable that he
lsvingly defired to hinder his cruel adverfary from
doing any farther mifchief ? But did not his perfor-
mance fall thort of his pious, refigned defire >—May
not this be faid alfo of the guardian care of the

P2 angels
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angels who minifter. to the heirs of falvaticn ? . Do
thefe loving {pirits afford us all the help, or procure
us all the blifs, which their tender compaffion
prompts them to awifs us?—If not; is it not abfurd
to. fuppofe, that, barely on this account, they are
- foufully-imperfe¢t ? Nay, would it not be an high
degree of rafhnefs and injuftice to infinuate, that
they are tranfgreflors of God’s fpiritual law ; and,
that his commandment, which is broader than their
" defires, is broken by their not doing us all the good,.
which they deffre to do us, and which they would
actually do us, if a wife providence had. not fet
bounds to their commiffion ? Does not this an-
{criptural, Calvinian legality put the flamp of sin-
¥ULNEss upon all angels and archangels, merely to
keep in countenznce the antinomian dotrine of the.
nzceffary finfuluefs.of all believers ?
. (3) It we confider our Lord himfelf as" a many,
did he do all the good he would while hewas upon
earth ? Did he preach as fucce3tully as his perfest
lovewnade himdefire to do ? It he had all the fuc-
cefs he defired in his miniftry, why did he /ok
round npon his hearers with anger 3 being grieved for
the bardnifs of the'r hearts ? Why. did he aveep and
complain, How often would I bave gathered you, &c.
and ye would not >—Were even his privateinftruc-
1ion :fo much bleffed to his own difciples, as he
could ‘have avifbed? If they were, what- meant
- thefe {trange expoflulations, How is it, that.ye have
a0 faith !—Faithlefs gencration, bowy long fhall I be
wvith you?—Haft thou been fo lony w'ih inec, Philip,.
and yet bafl thou nat known mc #—IFill ye ALso go
" go awvay? :

Nay, had not Chrift his INNOCENT INFIRMI-
T1Es too? Did he not fhudder at the profpet of
the cup of trembling! Needed he not the frength-
ening fupport of an angel ix the garden of Gethfemane ¥

. Did he not offer up prayers, «vith flrong cryings and
rears, unto bim that was able to fave him from deatl?
Was be not beard in that RE FEARED 2 Heb.v. 7.—

" Did he not inmocently "y out upon the crof, Afr
&od! My God! Whyhaf thou forfaken mc? And

' - does.
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does not the apoftle obferv®, that e bawe not an
bigh prieft, abo cannot be touched with the fecling of
OUR INFIRMITIES: &ut [one who] was iz all
points tempted as wvc arey, yot without siN? Heb.
iv, . When our opponents theretore, conf.und

fiz with natural, imnocent infirmities, or with our

not doing all the good we would, do they not in-
advertently fix a blot upon the immaculate charac-
ter of him who could tay ; W hich of you convinceth
me OF SIN ? .

(4) My pious opponent withes, no doubt, to
praife God as pertectly as an angel; whillt an
angel probably delires to do it as cumpletely as an
arch-angel 1 but in the nature of things this can-
notbe. Thoufands of God’s moral veflels, which
are gerfed in their place and degree, and as fuck
adorn God’s univerfal temple, tall fhort of each
other’s perteCtion, without being fufully impeifect
on that account.. When deficieacies are natural, and
not moral, if we call them /i, in many cafes we
charge God with the creation of f». Nor is it any.
more fin in a man, not to magnity God fo viger-
oufly-as an amgel, or in an angel not to ferve his
Creator fo perfectly as an archangel ;. than it is a
fin in a gocd foldier, not to do the king fuch excel-
lent fervice as an experienced captain, or a con-
fummate general.  In the moral worll, as well as in
the natwal, one flar may difer from another far in
glory, without the leaft difparagement <o iss pecrliar
perfetion.  The injudicious refinements of Cal-

" vinitin muke a confuied jumble of God’s works, as

they do of God’s truths, and of the various per-
fections which belong to the various clafles of his

children : but a wife difpenfer of the word will do ~

by thofe various truths and perfections as Jofeph
did by his brothers; be placed them, the fiff born
according to lis birth-right [or fuperionity] and the
younrgo? according to bis youth [or nferiority. ]

(5) We are not afhamed to affert, that perfeion
in one refpet, and imperfetion in mother yefjedct,
may coniiflently mect in the fame fubjege; cr, that

B , men
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‘men and things may‘be perfed in one fenfe and
imperfeft in another. If our opponents ridicul¢ us
for it, we will prefent them with an ocular, and by
no means ‘‘ metaphyfical” demonftration of their
miftake. Two rrﬂﬂ graine, the one-of barleyy and

the other of wheat, lie before us.. I fay., with the.

perfetionits, that the grain of barley 15 perfes? in
1t’s kind ; but imperfedt, or inferior in excellence
when it is compared to.the grain of wheat. But
Mr. Martin, at the head of the imperfetionifts,
thinks me deluded, and placing himfelf in his
iudgment-feat, gravely fays, ¢‘ I am obliged to
¢ conclude, that perfeldion and imperfedtion, things
¢¢ ag contrary to each other as light and darknefs;
¢ are with fuch a deluded perfon confidered as
“¢ one and-the fame.”
¢ ably abfurd and ridiculous.”—Reader, thou art
Judge and Jury. Pronounce which of the two
deferve beft this imputation of ¢“unaccountable:
abfurdity,” the author of ¢bis Effay, or that of the
Efay on Gal. v.. 17+ *
(6) With refpect to this gentleman’s triumphant
ueftion, ¢ Where is the” [Perfe&.] “ man d—Why
,20:41:1 bis name be concealed ? ” 1 hope it has already
been fatisfatorily anfwered in Secr. IV, Arc.

XII. To whatis advanced there, I add here the-

§ollowing remark. Inveterate prejudice is blind..
f it believe not reafon, - Mofes, the prophets, and the:
apoftles, neither would it be perfuaded tho’ one rofs:
JSrom the dead. And were we to point ata perfon
as perfect as Jefus of Nazareth, and to fay, Bebold
~ the man, 1 fhould not wonder if the prepoflefied:
profeffors cried out, as fome ancient engroffers of
orthodoxy did, He is a decciver of the people, teaching:
perfelion throughout all Fewry. And if they di
not fay, He is the friend of publicans and finners, away-
avith him ; it is not improbable they would fay,
He is a friend of the - pharifees and Arminians, awhy
do you bear bim? Wouldye alfo be bis difeiples? It is
in vain to hope, that prejudice expired with thofe
who fcoffed at gerfection incarnate, and {pit in the
' ) face

—¢¢ Some are {o unaccount-.
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face of Jefus Chrift; thinking to do God and the:
Mefliah fervice. Man is man 1n London as well as.
in Jerufalem. Our Auther goes on::

ArcumenT TII. [Page r8.] ¢ It is not more
“ eflential to thofe who, are partakers of the grace:
¢ of God in truth, to defire this {the deftruction
¢ of sin} than it is for every creature as fuch,
¢ to.defire an exemption from rAIN and seaME,"
—Theo foliows a dangerous inflanation,. that we:
mutt fay by the cup er indwelling fin, as our Saviour-
did by the cup of pain and fhame; ¢ The cup ihat,
¢ my Father giveth me, fball I not drink it.2”

Answer. Never was a cup of fubtle: poifon
more artfully mixed! And that the reader may.
not fufpe¢t any mifchief, the author borrows the
very cup which our heavenly Father prefented to
Chrift in the garden of Gethfemane; a cup of.
pain and fbame. Reader examine this cup before
thou drink it. Death is in it. Pour out the new
wine which makes the: poifon it contains palatable,

_and at the bottom. thou will find rhis mortal fedi-

ment, ¢ It is as abfurd abfolutely to defire deli-
¢4 verance from/f in this lite, as abfolutely to de-
¢ fire deliverance from paiz and jfbame.,” 'To dif-
cover the falthood of this. propofition we need only
weigh the following remarks. (1) Man mixed
for himfelf the: MorAL cup of fiz, and God [ta
punith him} mixed the NATURAL cup of paiz.and
Sbame.~—(2) It .is exceflively wrong fo to confound:
moral and natural evil, as to fay, that, becaule
we cannot with any propriety abfolutely pray for
deliverance from &l natural evil in this life, we

- ought not abfolutely to afk and expeét deliverance

from ail moral evil betore death.—(3) When the
imperfectionifts confound the moral cup of fin, with
the natural cup of fhame and pain 5 they are as
grofily miftaken, as if they confounded poifon, and
counter-poifon—iin, and its punifhment—the mur-
.derer’s revengeful heart, and the gallows on which
be is hanged,—(4) Sbame and paii, when they are

ap-
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appointed for the trial of faith,' and endured for
righteouit:efs fi..e, ccmpoie the luft and greatelt of
all the be.titudes 3 a beantude this, of which our
Lovd draik i deeply, when for the joy that avas fet
bofore bimg be endwred the vAIN, aud defpfed the
sHaME of the croi, tleb, xii. 2. But where was
indweil n; fin ever ranked among the ingredients
which cumpole the beatitudes, that our opponents
fhould thus confound it with pain and fbame ?—
(5) When they infinuate, that we muft bear with
Jfin as patiently as wih pa n and fpame, and drink
the moral cup of indwelling iniquity as readily
as the zatural cup of outward affiilt on, do they
not grofiiy contound the cup of dewils with the cup
of the Lord, and make the fimple believe, that,
becauie we mull paiieatly drink the latter avith
Chri+, we muft alio patiently drink the former quvizh
Bel:al ?—The captan of our f{alvation bids us re-
Joice and te cxceeding glad, when we patiently fufler
pain and fhame for vighteouine(s fake ; therefore,
abfolutely to deprecate all pain and fhame would be
to pray againft our exceed:ngly-great joy, yea againft
our reignirg avits Chriff 5 for, if we SUFFER, ave fball
alfo RE1GN «avith bim. But where does Chrift bid
us rejoice and be exceeding glad when we are full of
indwelling fin > Or where does he promife that i/
ave harbour indwelling fin, we /ball aljfo RE1GN 2vith
bim #—Chriftians,awake! e pour out this rank
poifon befire you, that you may advert to its of-
tenfive fincll : \While rafh folifidians gather jt up,

as if it were the honey of Canaan; boldly trample |

it under foot, and be ye more and more perfuaded,.
that righteoulnels calviniflically imputed, and indzel-
ling fin, are the two arms in which the Delilab of
the imper{c&tionifts cla/ps her deluded admirers.

Page 31, Our ingenious author propofes an 1m-
FORTANT QUESTION. ¢ [f'the grace of God, fays:
““‘he, be fo abunda.t as the [eriptures reprefent it,
: : and the Seripure cannot 1){ bro len3) awhy are belie-
i wers permiticd to firruggle folong for that widlory they
“ camot yet obtain ¥ {that vittory which death .

(13 to
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¢ to bring them ?]—“Whence is it that they, whr
¢ pant for perfect purity, fhould not immediately obtairn
* a requeft fo defirable #*—TFor our author lays it
down as-an undoubted truth, that *“ Bl and jpirit
 mutually Iufl, defire and jirive to obtain a complete
 congucfh, but at prefent,” [i. e. inthis life,] ¢ zei-
¢ ther can preval” Page 26,

This important quefion we anfiver thus,  Ima
perfect chriftians do not attain perfect purity of
heart :—(1) Becaufe they do not fee the need of
it :—becaufe they ftill hug fome accurfed thing, or
becaufe the burden of -iudwelling finis not yet be=
come intolerable to them. They make fhift to
bear it yet, as they do the tooth-ach, when they
are. {lill lcath to a have a rotten tooth pulled cut.—
(2) If they are truly willing to be made clean,
they do not yet believe that the Lord both caz and
«vill make them. clean; or that Now is éhe day of
this falvation. And, as faith inherits the promifes
of God, it is no wondér if their unbelief mifles /bis

ortion of their inheritance.—(3) If they have

ome faith in the promife that the Lord caN; and
WILL circumeife their bearts, that they may love Lim
wvith all their bearts; yetit is not that kind or degree of
faith, which makes them completely willing to fell
all, to deny themfelves, faithfully to ufe their infe-
rior talent, and to continue inftant in prayer for this
very blefing. In fhort, they bave not, BECAUSE
they aft not, which is the cafe of the Laodicean im-
perfectionifts ;  or BECAUSE they a/f amifs, which is
the cafe - of the imperfect perfectionifts.—(4) Fre-
quently alfo they will rgceive God’s blefling in their
own preconceived method, and not in God’s ap-
pointed way. Hence God fufpends the operation
of his fanclifying fpirit, till they humbly confefs
their obftinacy and falfe wifdom, as weil as their
unbelief and want of perfect love. Thus we clear
our Sandifer, and take the thame of our impurity
to ourfelves. Not fo our ¢pponents. They ex-
culpate themfelves, and infinvate, that God hzs
appointed:
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appointed the neceflary continuance of indwelling
fin in us for life, that the confli? which we main-
tain with that enemy may aniwer excellent ends.
Their arguments coliccted in the above-quoted
Iijay, are produced and anfwered in-the following.

pages. -

ArcumeNt IV. Page 37, &c. ¢ By this war-
¢ fare the Lord maniftfis and nagn:fics bimfclf to bis
¢ people s and, if' [ am not miflaken, &c. the con=
tinuance of it is a mean by wbich belicvers bave
€ fuch wiezvs of the perfestions and glory of God, as do
¢ not SEEM to us probable thry could MERE obtain

¢¢ aythont it.”’—'Then our author inftances in God’s”

¢ wnchanging love towards the eledf,” and in his

¢ Jovereign grace—that 7;::1;;’115 thro® rightcoujnefs to the -
¢ Jalvation of the guilty.”’—lle next obferves, that -

Thofe beliewers avho are moff confcions of this internal
conflill—moft fenfiile of the powver and p-evalency of
indwelling fin—are moft thankful that the endearirg
declarations of God’s diflinguijhing love are true.
And [page 39, 40,] we are indirectly told, that
the doctrine of the neceflary continuance of indwel-
Ting {in magnifies ¢ the power and patience of God :
¢ The power of God to fupport us under this conflidl,
8¢ and bis patience in bearing with our manifold weak-
¢ ncfs and ingratitude.”—For, greatas the burden
of our ingratitude is, ¢ yet, He fainteth noty ncither
¢ is be aveary.” :

This is an extra&t of our author’s argument,
which, like ajuake, works it way thro’ - verbofe
windings, where I have not leifure to follow it
Cruth this jrate, and out will come this lefs viper :
The longer fin cortinues in us, the more God’s fo-
vereign love, grace, power, and patience, by
which he f{ives guilty, aveak, and wngratcful finrers
is manitetted to us.—Or, if -you plea’e, The lon-
ger we continue in fin, or the louger fin continues
inus, the more is grace manififled and magnifed.—
Or, if you will fpesk as the'apoftolic controvertift;

, : Let
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Let us continue in fia that grace may abeund.—A no-
tion this, which is the very foul of antinomianifin
unmafked.

To fill the pious realer with a juft deteftation
of this dectrine, I need only uifold it, thus. If
the coNTINUANCE of indwelling finmagnifies God’s
fovereign grace, and patience, in faving wagratcful
finners ; the coNTINUANCE of outward iz will do
this much more: For, the greater our outward fins
are, the greater will God’s paticnce appear in bear-
ing with us; and his grace in forgiving us; feeing
¢ be fainteth mnot, neither is be avcary.” Thus we
are come almott to the top of antinomianifm ; and,
to reach the highelt ftep of the fatal ladder, we
need only declure, as the author of the five letrers
has done, that a gricvous full [into fin, which he
has’ inftanced in adultery, robbery, murder, and
inceft] wwill make us fing londer to the praijé of refloring
grace throughout all the ages of eternity. [Sce the
tourth of thofe letters.] Now if a gricvous fall will
infallibly have that happy effect, it tollows that ten
fuch falls will multiply ten times the difplay of
God’s Power and Patience. What a boundlefs
field opens here, to run an antinomian race, and to
enlarge our wickednefs as hell ! What a ladder is
here lent us to defcend to the depth of the abomi-
nation of defolation, in order to reach the loudef
notes of praife in heaven! If this folifidian gofoel

"is not one of the degths of fatan, and the greateit too,

1 am not capable of difcerning midnight gloom
from noon-day brightnefs. .
‘ArRGuMENT V. Page 41. ¢ To fave the guilty
¢ in fuch a manner as, &c. effectually to humble
¢ thém who are faved, difplays the manifold wif-
¢ dom of God.—Does it not feem neceflary to
¢ attain that great end, to make believers experi-
¢ meatally acquainted what an evil and bitter

¢ thing fin is, &c. If fo, when can the objecls of .

¢ falvation fee this with becoming’ fhame and
¢« forrow ? Not while they are iz the gall of bitternefs
¢ &c. for in that ftate, fo abominable is man, t/let

, ¢
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4 Jo¢o drinketh in iniquity like avater~On the other
#¢ hand, this cannot be after they are brought te
«¢ glory. For then, all the painful and fhameful
4¢ memorials of fin will be finally removed.—It
#¢ mufl be while :lefh and fpirit dwell in the fame
“¢ man.”

Granted : But what has this argument to.do with
the queftion? Did we ever deny, that, as long as
ave live, we muft repent, or be deeply confcious
avhat an ewil and bitter thing fin is? The queftion
is, whether indwelling fin 1s an incentive to true
repentance ; and whether God has appointed that

. this fuppofed incentive fhould remain in our hearts

till death, left we fhould forget ¢ avbat an cwil and
bitter thing fn i5,” or left we fhould not remember
it ¢ quith bccoming fbame and forrow > The ab-
{urdity of this plea has already been expofed in
Sect. III. Ok, viii. and ix. And, to the argu-
ments_there advanced, I now add thote which fol-
low.— (1) Does not experience convince imperfe&
believers, that the more fretfulnefs, felf-will, and
.obftinacy they have in their hearts, the lefs the

do repent # How abfurd is it then to fuppofe
that the remains or thefe evil difpofitions will hel

them to feel ¢ becoming fkame and jorrow” for fin'd
~—(2) Do not our opponents tell their hearers, that
we get morc becoming fhame and forrow by /looking
onc moment at bim whom we bave pierced, than by
poring upon our corruptions for an hour? If fo,
why will they plead tfor indwelling fin, that
4¢ becoining fhame and forrow” may abound ? And
why do thc{ pretend, that they exalt Chrift inore
than we, who maintain thatour moft decoming fharte
and deepeft forroww flow from his ignominy and
fuﬂ"erings, and not from our indwelling fin and
conflicting corruptions ?——Did not Job abbor bimfelf
and repent in duff and afbes, when he faw his redeem-

ing God by faith, much more than when he juft ,

kept his head above the bitter waters of impatience
and murmuring #—(3) The pleaders for the conti-

" nuance of indwelling fin tell us, ¢ That, as the

fight

e ————— e e N e e e e
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¢ fight and attacks of a living and roaring lion, will

. *¢ make ug dread lions more than all the defcriptions

¢¢ and piftures which reprefent their deftrultive
¢ fiercenefs : So the .feeling the onfets of indavel-
¢ ling fin, will make us abhor fin more than all
¢ the defcriptions of its odious nature, and the
£¢ accounts of its fearful confequences :. Becaufe a
¢ burnt child naturally dreads the fire.”—To this
we anfwer: A burnt child, who pleads for the’

-keeping of a burning .ceal upon his breaft .to make

him dread the fire, has hitherto been burned to

_little _ purpofe.~Who had ‘ever lefs. to .do. with

indwelling fin and its curfed - attacks, , than the holy .
Jefus, and faithful angels ? And yet, who is.more

filled with a perfect abhorrence of all iniquity # On

the other hand, who has been more diftratted, and
longer. torn by indwelling fin, than thedevil ? and

" .who neverthelefs is better reconciled to it ?. Or who

is more plagued by the continual rendings, and bi-
tings of the lions and vipers awithin, than thofe paf-

. flonate, revengeful people, who fay with all the pofi-

tiveneis of Fonab and Abfalom, I do-avell to be angry,
and. Reweage is faveet ? Experience therefore demens«

- ftrates the inconclufivenefs of this argument.—(4)

If the .penitent thief properly learned in a few
hours, what aun evil-and bitter thing external and in-
ternal 7 is;. is it not abfurd to fuppofe, that he
muft have continued forty years. full of indweélling
fin tolearn thatleflon, it God had added. 40 years
to-his life? Would this delay have been to the
honour of his divine: Teacher ? Laftly, when
Chrift caft feven devils out of Mary Magdalen, did
he leave one or two devils behind, to teach her
¢ becoming' fbame and forrow” for fin? .And was
it thefe two remaining ¢ Diabolonians,” that made

“her diffolve in tears at Chrift’s feet; or the grate-

ful, penitential lote.which fhe felt for her gracious
deliverer ?—Is it not aflonithing, that go/pel minif-
ters fhould fo far forget themfelves and their Savi-
our, .as to-teach [as openly as for decency they

from
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§rom the infernal lake, and re-kindle the candle of
zepentance at the fire of hell! and that the fan-
ning breathes of the fpirit, and the golden, hal-
lowed fnuffers of the fanCtuary cannot make that
candle burn continually clear, unlefs’ we ufe to the
end of our life the black finger of Satan, indwelling
Jin; and Adam’s accurfed extinguither, original
corruption ! :

- ARGUMENT VL. Our Authors’ next argument
in favour of the #ecefary indwelling of fin during
life, is more decent, and confequently more dan-
erous. ‘The cloven feet of error delicately wear
the fandals of truth: but with a little attention
we fhall foon fee, that they are only borrowed or
ftolen. ‘The argument abridged from page 434,
and rendered more perfpicuous, may run thus.—
¢¢ If we have frequently been flothful, and have
¢ not at all times exerted our abilities to the uttermoff ;
¢ auhy may not God in wifdom rebuke us for ity and
¢ make us finfible of that evil, by not permitting us to

“ effell avhat at other times awe feem determined (if

< poffible) to accomplify ;” [that is, &y not permitting
s utterly to abolifh the whole body of fiz.]—¢¢ If
¢ Samfon abufe hbis [rength, it.is fit be fbould bave
¢ cayfe feverely to voflelt on bis folly, by being deprived
< of it for a feafon, agd become as weak as other men.”
Here we are left to infer, that as Samfon, thro’
his unfaithfulnefs, became as aweak as other men for
a feafon ; fo all believers, on account of their un~
faithfulnefs, muft be weakened by indwelling fin
during the term of life,

To this we anfiver, (1) That altho’ believers
frequently give place to floth and unfaithfulnefs, yet
they are no more meceffitated to do 1t, than Samfon
was to dally with Delilah.~(2) If the conftant in-
dwelling ot fin is a juft punithment for not making
a proper ufe of the talent of grace which God gives
us, it evidently follows, that OUR UNFAITHFUL-
VE§s, and not a NECESSITY appeinted 3y Gop,

- is
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is the very worm which deftroys our evangelicafly-
finlefs perfection: and the moment our opponents
grant this, they allow all that we contend for ; un+
lefs they fhould be able to prove, that God necefi~
fates us to be anfaithful, in order to punifh us intal<
libly with indwelling fin for life.—

As for Samjon, he is moft unfortunately brought
into fupport the do&rine of the neceffary indwelling
of that aveakening fin, which we call inbred corruption:
and he might be moft happily produced to encou-
rage thofe xnfaithful believers, who, like himy
have not made a “proper ufe of their ftrength in
time pat : for he outlived his penal weaknefs, and
recovered the ftrength of a pertet Nazarite before
death: witnefs his laft atchievement, which ex~
cecded all his former exploits. For it would be
highly abfurd to fuppofc that he got in a death~
purgatory the amazing ftrength by which he pulled.

" down the p'llars, that fupported ghe large building

where the Philiftines feafted. Nor need I the
ftrength of a logical Samfon, to break the argu-
mentative reeds which fupport the temple of error,
in which the imperfeétionifts make fport, to their
hurt, with the dotrine of that chriftian Samfon,
who faid, Ican do all things thro’ Chrifl that firength=

. eneth me.

ArcumenT VII. Page 47, &c. We are in-
direCtly told [for pious men cannot utter grofs an-

“tinomianifm without the mafk of circumlocution}

that indwelling fin muft continue in us, that ¢ grace
¢ [may] not only be excrcifed, but diftinguifhed from
 all that has only the appearance of it.—But—bhow
¢ is the true grace of God to be bere diftinguifbed frome
¢ that ahich is but the femblance of it ?—— By its cffets,
—a clear and fpiritual difeovery of the—depravity,
¢ deceit and  dejperate avickednefs of our owwn bearts””
And then we are given to underftand, that, lett
we fhould not be deeply convinced of that defperate
avickednefs, the continuance of indwelling fin.1s ab-
folutely neceffary. This argument runs into the

S Q.: fifth,
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fifth, which I have already anfwered. It is ano-

ther indirei? plea for the continuance of oxtavard -

adultery and murder, as wellas for the continuance
of indwelling fin; it being certain that outward
adultery, &c. will convince us of the defperate avicked-
nefs of our hearts, ftill more powerfully than heart-
adultery, &c. To what hard fhitts are good men

put, when they fight for the continuance of the -
bud, or root of any fin! Their every ftroke forfin -~

isa ftab at the very vitals of godlineis.

AxrcuMmeNT VIIL. Page 48. The continuance
of indwelling fin, which 1s [with fgreat'mocleﬁy in
the ingenious author, and there
danger to the unwary reader] called ¢¢ this warfare,”

is fupported bythe tollowing reafon. ¢¢ It is often -

¢ an occafior to difcover the ftrength of grace re-
¢ ceived, as well as the truth of 1t.”” ‘This argu-

ore with great "

ment is all of a piece with the preceding, and puts -

me in mind of 2 fpeech, which a fhamelefs, young

debauchee made once to me. ¢¢ I kept {{aid he] -

drinking and dozing in fuch a tavern, withoéut ever

going: to bed, or being ever fober one hour for-

twenty-three days. I never had fo remarkable an

occafion to difcover the frength of my body, and:

the excellence of my conftitution.”—However in 2

few months, while he continued in the cccafion to

difcover his fitrength, a mortal diforder feized upon-

him, and, by removing him into eternity, taught-

me, thatif Fulfome, the profeflor, {peaks ihe truth,

when he fays, Once in grace alevays in grace ; Nabaly

thie fot, was miftaken, when he hinfed; Once in
bealth always in bealth, To wmake the -imperfetio-
nifts afhamed of this argument, I hope, I need
only obferve:— (1) That nothing ever fhowed
more the ftrength of grace than the cunfi:éts which
the man Chrift Jefus went thro’, tho’ he never
conflited a moment with' indzvelling fin :——(2) That
the ftrencth and excellence of a remedy, is much

better difcovered by the removal of the diforder *

which it is defigned to cure, than by-the confids
. : which

B e
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which the peor patient has with pain, till death:..
come to terminate his mifery,—And (3) That the
argument I refute, indirely reprefents Chritt as a.
phyfician, who keeps his patients upon the rack
to render himfelf more neceilary to them, and to-
thow the ftrength of the anodyne mixture, by which
he gives them now and then a little eafe under their
continued, racking pain. ’

Our author adds, page 49, ¢ If thofe who dear
¢ the beaviefl burdens are fometimes cficemed the firong=
¢ off men, they whbo are thus engaged in this warfare®
(I with he would fpeak quite out, and fay, They
who bear the heavieft burden of indwelling fin)
¢ bave that evidence of the firength of grace, &c. awhich-
“ is peculiar to themfelves.” A great miftake this;
for, 1f we may believe Ovid when Medea murdered
her own child,. under a fevere confli& with /ndwel-
ling fin, fhe had that fatal ewidence of what is here
propofteroufly called zbe frength of grace ;  but what.
I beg leave to call’ the obftinacy of free-will. Sed
trahit invitam. nova vis, &c. ¢ Paffion, faid fhe,
burries away my anwilling, relu@ant mind.”  Judas,
it feems, was not an utter firanger to this conflic?t’
{any more than to-the burden of guilt,} when he’
hurried out of it into a-death-purgatory. Nor do

+Iblame him for having chofen ftrangling . rather
than life, if death can terminate the mifery which
accompanies indwelling fin, and: do more in that
refpe¢t for fallen-believers than Chrift himfelf ever
did. But,, fuppofing that be faving grace of God,
which bas appenred to all men, never. appeared to+
Medea and Fudas :—fuppofing thefe two finful fouls
never conflicted with indwelling fin, it will however
follow from our author’s infinuation, that;.in cafc
David had defiled halfa dozen married women, and’
killed their hiafbands to enjoy them without a rival,
we fhculd efteem Bim fix times_fronger In grace, if
he had not fainted under his fix-fold burden, like’
Hudas 3 becaufe ¢ inthis” [antinomian] ¢¢ wvarfare,.
< thofe avho bear the Leaviefl burdens are ¢ffccmed the
& fronge” believers; and becaufe ¢ they have
- Q3. 66 thart

.
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8¢ that teftimony of - their love to Chriff, wbich is pecu-
¢ Jiar to thomfelpes> If Satan was to transform
himfelf into an angel of light, could he preach a -
- more dangerous and immoral gefpel to an antino-
mian and perverfe generation } '

ArGuMENT IX.—Our author’s laft argument in -
favour of the neceflary continuance of finin us, oc- -
curs page 51, and runs thus :—*¢ I will only add,
¢¢ that by this warfare, the Lord weans his people
¢ from the prefent evil world, and makes them
¢ long for the land of promife as the land of reft,
¢¢ &c. Iknow fome will fay, This is impoffible ;
¢ and be ready to afk - Are ave then debtors to the
¢ fle/b? "—[ A very proper queftion! which the
author anfwers thus :] *“ By no means, &c. In our
8¢ flefb dwells no good thing, &c. Newverthelefi—bhe
4¢ ' [God] can, and does maké the prefence of evil fo
¢ irkfome to the believer; that it makes bim ardently
¢ long for complete deliverance from it.”—That is, -
in'plain englifh, he keeps his patients fo long upon
the rack of their indwelling fin, that at laft they -
are forced to long for Death, the great cleanfer from
heart-iniquity. This argument would have been
complete, if - it had been fupported” by thefe two
paflages, Ido avcll 0 be angry even UNTO DEATH :—
Iri thofe days, mes [plagued by the locufts which af-
cend out of the bottomlefs pit] fball defire to die,
and death fball flee from them, To fhow it’s abfur-
dity I need only make two or three remarks upon it.

(1) Mirk.the inconfiftency of our opponents.’ -
‘When they hear us prefs obedient faith upon a fallen
or wavering believer, by mentioning to him the
terrors of the Lord, .the fear of lofing the divine
favour, and the danger of being even fpred out of
Chriff’s mouth, and condemned avithousi mercy if they
fhow no mercy ; they fay that inforcing the love of™"
Chrift on a difobedient believer, will abundantly
anfwer all the good ends which we propofe by thus .
preaching Chrifl’s law: But, when they plead 1;«::-

o - the
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the continuance of fin, they forget their own doe-
trine; and tell us that indwelling fin is neceflary to
keep us in " the way of duty, namely in an ardent

longing for heaven. They -blame us for making

ufe of Chrif’s law to fpur believers: And yet
they, (See to what aftonifhing height their partiality
is grown!) they-do not bluth to preach openly the

law of fin to believers; infifting that its working -

in their members ‘is neceflary to ¢ make them long
¢ for the land of promife as the land of refl—and for
¢ the fpeedy poffeffion of that great good, which God bas

¢ Jaidup for them :” Page 52 '—MWe are HERETICS -
for preaching the lawv of Chrift, “the laaw of liberty I -

and they, who preach the law of fin, the law of bon-
dage, are oRTHODOX, and engrofs to themfelves
the glorious title of gofpel-minificrs !

(2) How abfurd 1s it to prop up the throne of
indwelling fin in the heart of believers, thatits ty-

rannical law may make them loxg for beaven ! Did-

not Chriftlong for heaven without indwelling fin ?

Do not the holreft believers, who are moft ‘free from -

indwelling fin, long moft for the beatific- vifion ?
Ahd do we not fe¢ that fallen believers,” who are

moft filled with indweiling fin, are moft -apt to be -

‘lovers of fin and the world, more than lovers of God -

and heaven? Are they not the very'people, who, -

unmindful of Lot’s wife, ftay in' the plain; in-
ftead of efcaping for their life, and fleeing' to the

celeltial mount of God without ever looking behind -

them ?
(3) Is.not indwelling fin a clog, rather thana

{pur to the heavenly racers ? If finis of fuch fer--
vice'to us to make us run the career of holy long- -

ing after heavenly reft, why does the apoftle exhort:

w8 to [t afide EVERY aveighty and the fin which-does [5°

eafily befet us? 1f we want a fpur to make-us mend ' -

our pace; need we keep the fpur indwelling fin ?
Is it not more likely to fpur us to hell than to:
heaven? If we have thovfands of finlefs fpurs,
what need have we of keeping that to-drive us to

heaven, which drove Adam tehind the trees of the

garden, not to fay, out of his native paradife ?
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If-you akk, What are the fulefs {puts of belie-

vers ¢ \We reply, all the toils, infirmities, and pains-
of our weary, decaying, mortal bodies ;—All the
troubles, difappointments, and forrows, which arife
as naturally out of our prefent circumftances, as
fparks do out of the fire :—A fhare of the dreadful
temptations which harratled Chrift in the wildernefs :
And frequent taltes of the bitter cup which made
him fweat blood in: the garden, and cry out on
Calvary. Hear one, to whom our opponents
ablurdly give the fpur of iudwelling fin, as if he
"had not fpurring enough without it: 7 £ up that
avhich #s behind of the afiiGions of Chriff in my fefbr ;.
Col. i. 24. And furely indavelling fin was never one.
of Chrift’s afflitions.—Again, ¥ho fhall fiparate
us from the love of Chrifi 7 Shall it be tribulation, or-
diflrefs, or pesjecution, or famine, or nakednefs, or
crily or frvord? As it is aritten, For thy fake we are
killed all the day long : ave are accounted as _/b:"?) Sor
the flaugbter.—Once more : Some avere tortured, ot
accepting deliverance, and others bad trial of crucl-
mockings and [eourgings, yea moreover of bonds and
imprifonment,  They were floned,. they avere fawn afun~-
dery wvere tempted,. avere flain wvith the jword : they.
awandered about in flecp-fkins, and goat:fhins, being

deflitute, affliétcd, tormented ; they wandered in deferts, . .

and in.mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.

I grant that all true believers have not thefe.
thorns in the fleth,. and feel not thefpurs which
made Elijah flee for his life before incenfed Jezebel.
and requeff that ‘be might die under the juniter-tree :.
but, at the beft of times, they have, or fhould have.
Davip’s affliction, My eyes run down with water
becaufe men kecp not thy laww :—They have, or fhould.
have JereMian’s grief, O that my head were avaters, .
and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might wecp
day and night, for the defelations of Jerujalem, or for
ibe flain of the daughter of Ged's prople !—They have, .
or fhould have the forrow ot juf Lor, who was.

wexcd from. day 10 day with the filthy converfat on of

she avicked among. awhom be dwelt.  To fuppofe there-
fore, that in this vale of tears, tribulation, and fin,
©owers

e~
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we need keep_the fting of indw.lling fin, becaufe we -
muft frive againfl the fin-which is in the world to
the end, even wnto blood, if we are called to fecure *
the crown of martyrdom ;—or becaufe it ¢¢ 45 sbe
awill-of God, that through much tribulation ave fhould -
enter the kingdom;” [page 46,] and becaufe we-~
thould long for heaven ;—to fuppofe, I fay, that
we mnufl keep the fting indwelling fin on thefe
accounts, is as abfurd as to fuppefe, that all the- -
keepers and nurfes in Bedlam muft be mad, and *
muit continue to be plagued with perfonal lunacy;
left they fhould not firive againfi madnefs to the”
end :—left they fhould not come out of great difiur-
bances when they remove from their §reary habi-
tation ;—and left, while they continue there, they
fhould not fee mad people enough to make them
long for the ‘converfation of reafonable perfons.

" ArcuMEeNT X. Page g2, Our author clofes his
fhrewd plea for the Death-purgatory, by propofing
a very material obje&tion : ¢ If any exclaim and fay,
¢ Thefe fentiments have a tendency to reconctle brliewvers
¢ 10 fins I muf fay,~The flefb might as foon be recon-
¢ ciled to the fpirit, as the [pirit to the fiefh = or fin to'
$¢ grace, as grace-to fin. It is often faidy That
¢ nature will be nature. And awhy mey not this be
¢ applied to the divine nature,—of which believers are
¢ faid to be partakcrs ?” Hence our-author infi-
puates, that the divine nature of believers is
¢ immutable ;” and that, becaufe To avill is prefent
w'th them, when they fin they ftill retain God’s
holinefsy as ¢ lions and tigers, horwvever confined er
careffed, retain their ferocity and brutal appetites.”’

I am glad to- fee that this pious author has flill:
the caufe of holinefs .at heart, and defires to ftop-
up the antinomian gap. I am perfuaded that he:
intends to do God fervice by pleading for the conti-
nuance of indweiding fir. 1t he afks for the reprieve
of that robher and murderer, it is merely becaufe
antinomianifm has deceived him, as formerly pbari«
faifm deceived the jews who cried, Release unto us

Darratbas,
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Barrabbas. 1f he faw, that Chriff in xs muft be:
crucified afreth, in cafe the robber in 45 is not put.
to death ; I doubt not but he would be as forry for
his publication, as the devout jews were for their
antichriftian requeft, when they were pricked to the
beart on the day of pentecott.

But alas! it a good intention excufes bad perfor-
mances, it does nct fiop their mifchief. ‘The very
defire which our author evidences to fecure godlhi-
nefs, is fo unfortunately exprefled, that it gives her
as fatal a blow as the tempter did, when hé faid to
our firft parents, Y% fFall not furely die. For, when.
that gentleman intimates to fallen believers, Ye
are pofleifed of the divine nature ; and, be your
works what they will, if te qvill de <° in fome degree
profent,” (page 54) yeare as much pofiefled of God’s:
holy image, as a lion is pofiefled of a lion’s fierce
nature ; what is this, but to preach the very gofpel
which the ferpent preached in paradife ; with this
difference, that the ferpent faid, ¥¢/fbail unot die :
Ze sHALL BE as Gods ; but the imperfeftionifts fay »
Your falvation is finithed ;, Ye have already the
¢¢ immutable nature” of God: ¥z ARE ALREADY
as Gods 7~—Adam believed the telnpter, and loft
his holy nature. The imperfetionifts believe our-
author: Oh! may none of them remain “ immu-
table” in the Anful imperfetion which he fo ear—
neftly contends for!

XI. A Cavear. Having faid foo much upon
eur author’s miftakes, I ﬂxou%d be inexcufable if L
did not drop a caution about the veil with which
they are covered. His book goes into the world
under the harmlefs title of ¢ The chriffian’s pecu~
liar Conflii,” whereas it fhould be called, 4 Pka:
Jar the propricty and ufefudnefs of ibe continuance of in~
dwllng fin in all chriffians.  This plain,. artlefs
title would have made true chriftians ftand upon
their guard ; but now they take up wvithout fufpicion
the cup mixed by the author; and it is well if fome:
bave not already-drank it to the dregs avithout fear..

. An.
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An illuftration will give the reader an idea of
the wifdom with which the title of this Efay is

- «ontrived.—I write a treatife full upon the advan-

tage of a ftanding rebellion in the kingdom, and
urge a variety of plaufible arguments to fhow the
great good that will arife from an inveterate oppo-
fition to the government. ¢¢ If a fpirit of rebel-
“¢ lion ceafes in any fubject, the king’s patience,
“¢ mercy, love and power will not be fo tully dif-
<¢ play’d, nor will theloyalty of his good fubjetts
“¢ be fo well diftinguifhed and proved :~—Rebellion,
¢¢ and the burdens that attend it, will make us
<¢ long for peace :—Guilty, tngrateful rebels will
«¢ Jove the king and admire his mercy the more
4¢ when they are forgiven after their manifold re-
4¢ bellions. And therefore [to ufe the unguarded
«¢ words of our Author, pagt §3.] it becomes us
¢ ferioufly to confider, how far this great end [of a
¢ {pirit of rebellion continually dwelling in every
¢¢ Briton’s breaft] is undeiflood, approved, and an-

~

" 4% favered.”—1 fhow my manufcript to a friend,

who fays : Your Effay will alarm eyery well-wifher
1o the conftitution of the realm. But I remove

- his objeftion by faying, I will not call it ¢ An

¢« Eflay on the propriety and ufefulnefs of a {pirit
¢¢ of rebellion conftantly harboured in the breaft
¢ of every one of his Majefty’s fubjects :”” but I -
will call it, ¢ The loval Subjec?’s peculiar Confli2,
“¢ An Effay on 1 Sam. xil. 19,” and this planfible
title will modeftly make way for my boldeft argu-
ments. Pleas for the continuance of rebellion and
indwelling fin, may properly enough be introduced
by fuch a firatagem. :



SECTION XV.

Mr. HiLy, objells that the dofrine of ch-iflian per-
JSection is vor1SH 3 and the Author fbews, that it
istruly evangclical, and flands inféparably connelled
avith the cordial obedience required by the mediatarial
laws of Mofes and of Chrift; inforuch that there is
abyolurely no medium between the.dollrine of an evan-
getically-finlefs perfeclion, and lavvle/s antinomianifm.
—T bis feclion containy a recapitulation of the firip-
ture-proofs of the dollrine maintained in thefe /! eets 5
and therefore the careful perufal of it is bumbly re-
commended to the Reader,

AVING taken my leave.of the ingenious
Author of The Chriffian’s peculiar confiict, 1
yeturn to Mr. K/, who, by this time meets me
with his Rewview in his hand, and with that theo-
. logical fling cafts at our doltrine a ftone which Las
indeed frighted thoufands of weak fouls, but has
never done any execution amongft the judicious.
Your detrine, fays he, ¢ is a porisu dedrine ;**
- and he might have added with as much reafon, that
itis a PELacian dotrine too:. Fer bold as Pela-
gius and fome Popes have been.in coining new
dottrines, they never came.to fuch a pitch ot bold-
nefs, as to fay that they were the authors of the
doétrine of evangelical obedience, and of thofe
commandments, which.bind us to love God—our
- covenant - God, with" all our heart,. and our neigh-
hour as ourfelves ; precious, gofpel-commandments
thefe, upon which the doctrine of perfection fe-
curely refts!
What Pope was ever filly enough to pretend that
he wrote the book of: Deuteronomy, where we find
this fweet evangelical law, Hear, O Ifracl: Thon
Shalt love the Lord thy God aith all thine beart, and
~awith all thy fouly and with all thy might. And thefe
qords




= -~y

Sedt. 13. { 193 )
avords, awhich I command thee this day, fall be in 11y

“ dheart - [to do them, 1 fuptPofc, and not to ridicnle

them under the names of perfeition and popery ?
Deut. vi. 5, 6. Now by v{;:at argument will Mr].
Hill prove that the Pope is -the inventor of this
blefled do&rine?

Should that gentleman reply, that when God
-gave his ancient people this gracious law of perfec-

" zion, he did not give it with an intention that they

dhould perfonally keep it as an evangelical law ; but
only with an intention to drive them to the pro-
amifed Meffiah, who was to keep it for them, and
40 give eternal indulgences to all the believers who
‘break it ; we demand a proof; and till Mr. Hill
produces it, we fhow his miftake by the following
arguments. (1) Altho’ the jewih difpenfation
vevealed a gracious God, abundant in goodnefs, mercy,
-and truth, forgiving iniquity, tranfgrefion, and fin to
‘returning finners, who penitentally laid hold on
his jewi/h covenant; yet, if I remember right,
it never promifed to accept of an obedience per~
formed by anether. Hence it is, that God never
commanded that jewith females thould be circum-
<cifed ; but confined his ordinance to the mals,
awho alone could perfonally obey it. We frequently
read of vicarious Juffrrings in the jewith gofpel, but
mot of vicarious ebedience, and vicarious love. For
altho’ the obedience of godly parents engaged God
10 beftow many bleflings upon their children; yet
the children were to obey for themfelves, or to be
cut off in the end. The jews were undone by a
conceit of the contrary doftrine, and by wild
notions about the obedience of Abraham, and the
holinefs of the temple, which they fancied was
imputed to them in the Calvinian way: And.a
fimilar miftake, it is to be feared, undoes {till, mul-
titudes of chriftians, who fatally miftake the nature
of chriftian obedience, abfun{ly put on robes of
felf-imputed righteoufnefs, and rafhly befpatter the
zobes of perfonal, and evangelically-perfet obedi-
wcace, which God requires of every one of us.
: R ! (2) The
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(2) The miftake I expofe would never have
been'made by our opponents, if they had not ufed
themfelves to tear the evangelically-legal part of
the fcriptures from the context, in order to give it
a fenfe contrary to that of the facred writers; it
being certain that when you have torn a man’s
tongue out of his mouth, you may afterwards force
it down his throat, and leave it there with the ~
root againft his teeth, and the tip towards his fto-
mach. To fhow that the precept of perfe? love,
which I have quoted from Deut. vi, 1s treated in
this manner, as often as our opponents infinuate,
God did not intend, that jewith believers fhould
perfonally obferve it as a term of final acceptance,
but only that they fhould be driven thereby to the
mmediator, who fhould perfeétly love God tor them s
—To fhow, I fay, the abfurdity of this notion,
we need only do Mofes the juftice to hear him out.
Letany unprejudiced perfon read the whole chap-
ter, and-he will, I am perfuaded, fide againft the
Calvinian imputation ot a jewifh perfetion to jew-
ith believers. Mofes begins by faying, Now thefe
.are the commandments—vhich the Lord your God
[vours thro’ an evangelical covenant] commanded
20 teach you, that YE might do them, [and not that
your mediator might do them for you.] -Deut. vi.
1. - Two verfes after, he adds, Hear, O Ifracl, and
obferve, and do, [Not bkear, O Ifracl, and another
fhall obferve and do for thee,] THAT 1T MAY BE
“WELL WITH THEE. Then comes aur capital doc-
trine and precept of perfet love, which, a few
. verfes below, Mofes continues to enforce: thus :
X jball not tempt the Lord your [covenant-] God.—
You fball diligently keep the [evangelical] commands of
the Lord your [covenant-]God; and his [gofpel-]

- 2eftimonies, awhich he bas commanded thee. And thou
Jbalt do that which is right and good in the fight of the
Lord thy God, THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH

~ THEE.—dnd when thy Son afketh thee, faying, What

- do mcan thefe flatutes [of perfect love, &c.]) Then thox
Jhalt fay unto thy fon, We avere Pharoah’s bond-men

k)
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in Eg ypt, and the Lord brought us out—And, leaft
antinomian hands fhould draw the golden nail of
this perfect obedience for want of proper clinching;
this precious chapter, which our church has pro-
perly felected for a funday-leflon, ends by thefe
words, which muft raife a blufh on the face, or
ftrike conviction into the breaft, of all who' tram-
ple under foot the robes of our own evangelical
perfection; And the Lord commanded us to do all
thefe flatutes,~~THAT HE MIGHT PRESERVE US A~
LIVE :—and it fball be OUR RIGHTEOUSNEsS [our
gofpel-perfection] if ave obferve to do all thefe com-
mandments, before the Lord osir [covenant-] God, as
be bas commanded us, Deut. vi, 1—235,

If our opponents fay, that this is a tranfeript of
Adam’s anti-mediatorial law of paradifaical perfec-
tion; and not a copy of Mofes’s mediatorial law of
jewith perfeftion: or if they affert, that Mofes
calvini(ﬁcally hints that the jews were to keep this
law by proxy, they may fay that light is darknefs.
Andif they grant that Mofes was no antinomian
fhuffler, but really meant what he fpoke and wrote,
it unavoidably follows :— (1) That God really re-
quired of every jew an evangelical and perfonal
perfeltion of love, according to the degree of light
and power imparted under the jewith difpenfation :
(2) That this evangelical, jewifh perfeftion of
love was attainable by every fincere jew; becaufe
whatever God requires of us ina covenant of grace,
he gracioufly engages himfelf to help us to per-
form, if we believingly and obediently embrace
his promifed affiftance.—And (3) That ifan evan-
gelical perfeGtion of love was attainable under the
Jewifb gofpel [for the gofpel was preached to the  jews
as well as to w5, altho’ not fo clearly, Heb. 1v. 2,]
it is abfurd to deny, that the gofpel of Chrift requires

_lefs perfe@ion, or makes lefs provifion, that chrif-

tians may attain what their difpenfations calls
them to, .

If Mr. Hill thinks that this inference is not juft,

{ refer him to onr Lord’s declaration : T hink not

: ) ' R2 that
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sbar I am come to defiroy THE LAW AND THE PRO-
PHETS : 1 am not come to deﬂrg{., but to FULFIL;
firft, by perfeétly obeying myfelf the two great mo-
ral pre{epu of l\xlofesyang thzapmphets; ga:ianext,
by teaching and helping all my faithful difciples
to do the fame. Mat. v. 17. Should that -gentle-
man obje, to the latter part of this little com-
ment, becaufe it leaves no room for the calvinian
imputation of Chrift’s mediatorial perfe&ion to fal-
len believers,. who fleep in impenitency, under the
guilt of adultery covered by murder: we reply,
that this part of our expofition, far from being
forced, is highly agreeable to the text, when it is
taken in connexion with the fcope of our Lord’s
fermon, and with the context. For,

(1) All Chrift’s fermons, and efpecially that
upon the mount, inculcate the doétrine of perfonal
perfetion, and not the doctrine of smputed pertec-
ton, (2) The very chapter out of which this
text is taken, ends with thefe words, Be ye therefore
PERFECT, even as_your Father, avbich is in beaven, is
eERFECT. And Mr. Hill, prejudiced as he 1is
againft our doétrine, is too candid to affert, that our
Lord meant, ‘ Be ye perfc? as your beavenly Fatber
is perfelt : ¢¢ Now, he is perfett only by the Calvi-
<¢" nian imputation of my righteoufnefs : It is merel
¢ by imputation that be makes bis fun to rife on the
4 evil andon the good. And he fendcth only a calvi-
< niftically-imputed rain upon the juff and upon the
¢ unjuff.  Beye therefore perfed oNLY by the impu-
¢¢ tation of my perfect righteoufnefs.”

Mr. Hill’s miftake has not only no countenance
from the diftant part of the context, but it is flatly
contrary to- the words which immediately follow
the controverted text. For werily I fay unto you
[that, far from being come to deftroy the law and
the prophets, that is, the fpirituality and ftri¢tnefs
of the moral part of the jewith gofpel] #ll beaven
and earth pafs, one jot or one tittle fball in rio wifé pafs
Jrom the law [which pharifaic gloffes have un~
nerved) sl all be fulfilled. [And left you ﬂ\guld

' " think
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think, that I fpeak of your fulfilling this law by
prozy and imputation, I add, WhosoeveEr Mall
BREAK ONE of thefe commandments, [which I am.
going to inforce upon you, as my owwn mediatarial.
law.; tho’ hitherto you have confidered them only
as Mgfes’s mediatorial law] whofeever 1. fay, fhall
break one of thefe LEAST commandments, and [ by, pre~
cept and example). teach men fo, he fbali be called
THE LEAST #% the kingdomt of heaven: [If he has,
any place among my people in my fpiritual king-
dom, it fhall be only among my carnal babes, who
are THE LEAST of my fubjeéts.] But WHOSOEVER
SHALL Do and tcach them, [the commandments
whofe fpirituality I am going to aflert] the fame

be kingdom of beaven, [he
fhall be an adult, perfet chriftian in the kingdom
of my grace here; and he fhall receive a propor-
tionable crown of righteoufnefs, in the kingdom of
my (glory bereafter.] Matt. v, 18, 19.

It I am not miftaken, it evidently follows from
thefe plain words of Chrift, (1) That he taughta
perfonal perfection, and an evangelically-finlefs perfec-
tion too :—(2) That this perfection confifts in not
breaking by wilful omiffion the Zaf of the com-
mandments which our Lord refeued both from the
falfe glofles of antinomian pharifees, who refted on
the imputed righteoufnefs of Abraham, faying,
¢ We have Abrabam for our Father: We are the
children of Abraham : We are perfet in Abraham:
All our perfe&tion is in Abraham: And from the
no lefs falfe glofles of thofe abfurdly-legal pharifees,
who ‘paid the tithe of anife, mint, and cummin
with the greateft fcrupulofity, whilit they fecretly
negleCted mercy, truth, and the love of God.—
And (3) That the perfection which Chritt inforced
upon his difciples was not merely of the negative
kind, but of the pofitive alfo; fince it confifted
both in poING; and in TEACHING the LEAST, a6
well as the GrEATEsT of God’s commandments.

. If you afk what are the greatef of thefe command- .

" ments, which Chrift fays his difciples muft ¢ do

R 3 & and
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¢ and teach,” if they will be great, or perfet in
his kingdom and difpenfation: St. Matthew an-
fwers: One of the pharifecs, who was a lawyer,
afked bim a gueflion, [aying, Maflcr, Which is the
GREAT commandment in the law [the name then
given to-the jewith gofpel which Mofes preached : ]
Fefus faid wnso bim, Thou [balt love the Lord thy God
with all thy beart, and with all thy foul, and with all-
shy mind :  This is the fir/i and GREAT commandment,
And the fecond is like unto it {in nature and impor-
tance] 7 bou fhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf. On thefe-
#wo commandments bang all the law and the prophets.
Mat, xxii. 35. Thatis, Whatever Mofes and the-
other prophets taught and promifed, hangs on the-
nail of perfe& love. All came from, all tended
to perfect love under the jewith. difpenfation: nor-
is my difpenfation les holy and gracious. On
the contrary, what the law could not do in a man-.
ner fufficiently perfet for my difpenfation [for-
jewith perfection is not the higheft perfection at
which man may arrive on earth] God fending me into-
the avorld for the atomement and deftruction of fin,
bas hereby abundantly condemned fix in the flefb, that -
the righteoufncls of the mediatorial lew; which en-.
joins perfeét love, might be abundantly falfilied in.
tho heart of them that awalk after the fpirit of my
gofpel..—a brighter gofpel this, which tranfmits -
more chre&a.mf warmer beams from. the-Sun of

- rightcoufnefs, and can raife the exquifitely-delicious

fruit of perfe& love to a greater perfe&tion than.
the -gofpel which Mofes preached. [Compare Rom.
viil; 3, with Heb. iv. 2.  See alfo an account of-
the fuperiority of Chrif’s go/pel in.the Scripture-.
fcales, Seét. VI.1:

Agreeably ta this du&@rine of perfection; our Lord .
faid to the rich young man, If thox wilt enter into-
life, kecp the comma.dments :—If thow wilt be pesfet,.

—follow me in the way of my commandments :—' .

Love Godavith all thy beart, and thy neighbour as thy~

SIf: For blefed are they that do his commandments,

that they may enter thro the gate into the city, ands
bane:

~n_—
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bave right to the tree of iife which is in the Sireet of
that city on either fide of the pure riwer of the avater
of life.—This do and thou jhait live erernully in hea=
ven. Bring forth fruit unto perfeétion, according to-
the talents of grace and power which thou art en—
trufted with, and thou fhalt :inberit eternal lifc :—
thou fthalt receive ehe rewvard ot the inkeritance:—
thou f{halt reseive the croavn of Ffe, avbich the Lord
bas promijed to them #hat bve bim, with the love
which keepeth the commandments, and fulfilleth
the royal law. Compare Matt, xix. 17. Luke x. 28.
Rev. xxii. 2, r4» Jam. i. r2. and Luke viii. 14.

On thefe, and the above-mentioned fcriptures,.
we reft the truth and imporiance ot the doc-
trine of perfection. Jewith perfection principally
flands or talls with Deut. vi. and Matt, xxii;.
and chriftisn perteé'en, wich Matt. v, and: xiz.’
to which you may add the joint teliimeny of St..
Paul and St. James: ‘I ke tormer, whom our op--
ponents abfurdly make the captain of their imper--
teftion, fays to the-judaizing Galatians, BEAR YE-
one another’s burdens [arare inftance of pertet love! T+
and so FULFIL THE [mediatorial] Law oF CHRIST,
Gal. vi, 2.—Nor let Mr. Hiilfay, thatthe apofile:
means we fhould FULF1L it by proxy; for St Paul-
adds in the next verie but one, Lez.every man prove-
HIS OWN WORK, and then [with reipe@ to thar
work] be Jhall have rejoicing IN HIMSELF ALONE,
and NOT 1N ANOTHER : For [wirh regard to per-
fonal, evangelical obedience] every man. fball bear
HIS OWN Jurden ;—a proverbial expreflion, which-
anfwers to this gofpel-axiom, Ewvery manfball be-
Judged according io bis own.-works,

St. Paul urges the fame evangelical and lawful’
dotrine upon the Romans. Lowve one another: for
be that loveth: another, bath FULFILLED THE LAW.
For this, Thou- fbalt not commit adultery :—T hou-
Jhait not covet; and if there be any othcr: command-.
ment, it is briefly comprebended in this faying, namely,.

" Thou fbalt love thy neighbour as thyfelfe—~LovE 18

THE FULEILLING OF THE LAW..Rom, xiii, 8, &;&
. And:

.
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And that St. Paul fpake this of the mediatorial

law of liberty and chriftian perfection, and not

of the Chrijly law of innocence and paradifai-
cal perfetion is evident from his calling it the
lgw of CurisT, that is, Qur Redeemer’s law, in
oppolition to our Creator’s law, which was given
without an atoning facrifice and a mediating
prieft, and therefore made no allowance for infir-
mities, and admitted neither of repentance nor of
renovated obedience.  Befides, St. Paul was not
fuch a novice, as not to know, that the Galatians
and the Romans, who 4ad all finncd, as he obferves,
Rom. iii. 23. could never be exhorted by any man
in his fenfes, to fulfil the paradifaical law of inno-
cence by now, loving one another. He therefore

indubitably ipake of the gracious law of our gen-

tle Melchifedec ;—the law of him who faid, 4 NEW
commandment I give unto you, that ye love one anotber
~—as I bave loved you, that ye aljo love one another.
John xiii. 34. — A precious commandment this,
which our Lord calls #cwv, not becaufe the jewith
mediator had not given it to the lfraelites, butbe-

caufe the chriftian mediator inforced it by ncav.

motives, gave new, unparallelled inftances of obe-
dience to it, annexed new rewards to the keeping
of it, and required it to be fulfilled with a new
perfection: And that Chriftians fhall be eternally
faved or damned according to their keeping or

breaking this mediatorial law of chriftian perfec-

tion, this laew of Chrift, this royal law of Fefus the
King of the Feavs, we prove by Matt. xviii. 35. vii.
26. xxv.4¢. and Luke vi. 46, &c. "
If Mr. Hill’s prejudices are not removed by what
St. Paul fays in Rom xiii. concerning our fu/filling
the gofpel-law of perfeltion ; we intreat him to
nder the glorious teftimony which the apoftle,
in Rom 13, bears to this law, which he does not
{cruple to call 51s Gosper, With regard to this

gracious rule of judament, fays he, There isno re-

Jpect of perfons avith God,  For as many as hawve finned
awithout a [mediator’s written] law, fball alfo porifb
without & [mediator’s written] law ; And as many

. as
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as have finned in [or under a mediator’s written§
laz, fball be fudged by the (mediator’s written} lawv.,
For not the bearers of the [mediator’s] law, are juff
before God, but THE DOERs of the [mediator’s] laaw
JShall be juftified. [Nor are the heathens totally def-
titute of this law :] For awhen the gentiles, which
have not the [ mediator’s written] low, do &y nature
[by natural confcience, which is the echo of the
mediator’s voice, and the refleftion of the light
which enlightens every man that cometh into the
world] avben the gentiles, 1 fay, do [by that means}
ibe things contained in the [mediator’s] law ; they hav-
ing not the [mediator’s] Jaw, are [the mediator’s}
law unto themfelves 5 their confiience alfo bearing awit-
#éfs; and their thoughts [in confequence of the
awitne/s borne] accufing, or elfe excufing one anotber ;
inthe day awhen God fhall judge the jicrets of men by
Jefus Chriff AccorDING To MY GOsPEL, [that is,
according to the gofpel-law which I preach.] Rom.
il 11. &c.—For, while fome lay up treafures in
beaven, others treafure up to themfelves avrath againft
the day of wrath and of the righteous judgment of God,
awho will render to every man according to his deeds : To
them, who by patient continuance in well-doing, [or in
keeping the mediator’s law according to their dif-
peniation] frek for glory [he will render] eternal life,
[like a righteous judge, and gracious rewarder of
them that diligently feek him.] Bu: wnto them
that do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteoufnefs [he
will render] indignation and wrath, [ juft propor-
tion to the more or lefs bright difcoveries of the
truth, which fha]l have been made to them.] Rom.
i, §, &c.~—For that fervant, awbho Bclearly] knew
his Lord’s will, [by a written law delivered thro’
the hands of a mediator] and prepared not himfelf
[that hé might have boldnefs in the day of judge-
ment] ncither did according to bis will, fball be beaten
awith many firipes [in the hell of unbelieving jews
and difobedient chriftians.] Bt be that knew not
his mafter’s will, by an outwardly-written law, ]
wid d.d [break the law of nature, difobey the voic}
.
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of his confcience, and] commit things worthy of firipes,
Jhall be beaten avith feav firiges.  For unto avbomfoever
much is given, of bim fhall be much required: Luke
xii. 47, 48. An indubitable proof this, that, as
fomething is required of all; fomething, even a

talent of grice, u meafure of the fpiritual light -

which enlightens every man, is given to allto
improve with, and bring forth fruit to perfection,
fome thirty-fold, fome fixty-fold, and others an
hnndred-fold, according to their refpe&ive difpen-
fations.

From thefe quotations it appears to us indubitable,
that the gofpel of St. Paul, and, of confequence,
the gofpel of Chrift, is not a wanton, lawlefs gof-
pel; but an holy, lawtul gofpel, in which evan-
gelical promifes are properly guarded by-evangeli-
cal rules of judgment ; and the dottrines of grace,
wifely conneéted withthedoctrines of juffice. 1f this
is a glaring truth; what a ‘dangerous game do
many good men play, when they emafculate St.
Paul’s gofpel, and with antinomian rafhnefs cut off,
and away that morally-legal part of it, which
diftinguithes 1t both from the ceremonial gofpel, which
the Galatians foolifhly embraced; and from the
lawlyfs gofpel, which folifidian gofpellers contend
for, under the perverted name of free-grace!. And
how ferioufly fhould we all confider thefe awful
words of St. Paul ! Tbere are fome that trouble you,
and would pervert the gofpel of Chriff : But tho’ ave,
or an angel from heaven preach any other gofpel unto
Jou [whether it be a more fevere judaizing gofpel
—or a lefs ftri¢t folifidianizing gofpel] t%an that
«vBich ave bave preached unto you [which ftands at an
equal diftance-from burdenfome, jewifh ceremo-

nies; and from lawlels, folifidian tenets ;] Jet him .

be accurfed. Gal, 1. 4, 8.

This recapitulation of the principal fcripture-
proofs of our doétrine would be exceedingly defi-
cient, if I did not once more remind the reader of
the glorious teftimony, which St, f]ames bears to
the law of liberty.  If ye [believers, fays he,] ﬁvlj’fl

L to¢

> A




—————

B e

Se&. 15, ( 203 )

the royal law, according to the feripture, Thou fhakt
dove thy neighbour as thyfelf, ye do well: [Ye quit
yourfelves liike perte¢t chriftians] Bzt if ye bave
[uncharitably] rejped to perfons, ve commit fin, and
are convinced of the law as tranfgreflors s [that is,
Ye are condemned by the Mediator’s law, under
which ye are.] For whefoever fhall keep the awbole
Jaw [of the mediator ;] and yet [uncharitably] offend
in one point, be is guilty of all, &c. So peak ye there-
Jore, and (o do, as people that fball be juded by the laws
of liberty [the Mediator’s law.] For be [tbe imper-
fect, uncharitable, fallen believer] sbali have judy-
ment without mercy, that bath fhewed no [charity, or]
mercy. Jam. ii. 8. -

We relt our doltrine of jewith and chriftian
gerfe&ion on thefe confentaneous teftim nies of
St. James and St. Paul ; "ot Moies, the great law-
giver of the Jews; and of Chrift, the great Law-
giver of the Chriittans ; the do&rine of pertection,
or of perfeétly-cordial obedience, being inleparably
conneted with the mediatorial laws of Mofes and of
Chrift. The moment you deftroy thefe laws, by
turning them into ¢¢ rules of life,” thro’ the per/o-
nal obfervance of which no believer fhall ever be
juftified or condemned, you deftroy the ground of’
Jewith and chriftian perfection, and you impofe
upon us the lawlefs, unfcriptural tenet of an obedi-
ence performed by proxy, and of an imputed per-
feCtion, which will do us as little good in life;
death, and judgment, as imputed health, oppofed to
inherent health will do to a poor, fickly, dying
criminal. Thus, after leading my reader around a
large circle of proofs, I return to the very point
whence I ftarted, [Sec the beginning of the preface )
And I conclude, thata gofpel without a mediato-
rial law, withoutan evangelical law, withoutthe
conditional promife of a crown of heavenly glory to
the obedient, and without the conditional threatning
of infernal ftripes to the difobedient,—I conclude,
‘1 fay, that fuch a gofpel will always lead us to the
center of antinomiani{m ; to the Diaug and ]{emtz_

o , o
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of the Calvinifts ; to Lawlefs Free-grace and Ever-
{afling Frec<wrath; or, if you pleafe, to Finifbed
Jalvation and Finifbed damnation. On the other
hand, the moment you admit what the jewifh
and chriftian gofpel-covenants are fo exprefs about,
I mean an evangelical law, or a prafticable rule of
judgment, as well as of conduét, eternal falvation
and eternal damnation become canditional: They
are fufpended upon the evangelical perfection or
imperfection of our obedience; and.the Rev. Mr.
Berridg ¢ hits on the head the golden nail, onwhich
bang allthe law and the prophets, all the four gofpels
and the epiftles, when he fays, ¢ Sincere obedience
¢ a5 a cond tion, will Jead you UNAVOIDAELY up te
<4 perfect obedience.”

And now reader chufe which thou wilt follow,
Mr. Hill’s lawlefs antinomian gofpel, or St. Paul
and St. James’s gofpel including the evangelical
law of chriftian liberty and perfe&ion, by which
law thou fhalt be condit/onally juftified or condemned,
avben God fhall judge the fecrets of men by Fefur Chrifl,
ACCORDING TO MY GoOsPEL. Rom. ii. 16. If
thou chufe imputed righteoufnefs and imputed
perfetion without any condition, it will ¢¢ unawoid-
%¢ ably” lead thee down into a death.purgatory,
thro’ the cliambers of induwelling fin, if thou artan
ele&l in the Calvinian fenfe of the word ; or to eter-

+nal damnation, thro’ the chambers of necefary fin,
if thou art one of thofe whom our opponents call
reprobates.  But if thou cordially chufe the fincere,

voluntary, evangelical obedience of faith, which

we preach both as a condition and as a priwvilege ;

it wll, [Mr. Hill’s fecond being judge,] ¢¢ snavoid-

¢¢ ably lead thee up to perie&t obedience.” There

is abfolutely no medium between theie two gofpels.

‘Thou muft be either a Crifpian, lawlefs imperfection:f,

or an evangelical, lawful perfeQionift ; unlefs thou

chufe to be a Gallio,~~0one who cares, for none of

thefe things. Thou muft wrap thyfelf up in un-
feriptural notions of imputed righteoufnefs, imputed
holinefs,
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%iolinefs, and imputed obedience, which make up
the ideal garment of calviniftically-imputed perfec-
tion : Or thou muft perfeftly wuafb in the blood of the
Samb thy robes of inherent, tho’ deriv’d righteouinefs,
holinefs, and obedience, which [when they are
thus wathed] are the rich, wedding garment of
evangelical perfection. : ,

*

SECTION XVL
Mr. Hill objecls, that the diftinclion between s1Ns, and
[evangelically-fpecaking] INNOCENT INFIRMITIES,

- is a licentious diflinclion derived from the church of -
Rome.~—The anthor fhows, that it is truly feriptural 3
and that judicious Calvinifls, and the church of Eng-
dand hold it. He draaws the line between fins and
innocent infirmitiesc— A wicw of the extremes into

© avbich rigid, Pelagian perfedionifis, and rigid Cabvi-
viian imperfe@ionifis, bave run eaft and avefl from the
gofpeliline -of an evangelically-falefs perfeltion. —An
anfaver to Mr. Henry'’s grand argument for the conti-

* muance of indwelling-fin.—Conclufion of the argnmen=
tative part of this Effay. ) .

‘ E have proved in the preceding feion,

/ that the doctrine of an evamgelreally-fin-

lefs perfection is truly feriptural ; being infeparably
connefted with the greateft and moft excellent
precepts of the old and new teftament, and with
the moft evangelical and awful fanctions of Mofes
and Jefus Chnift. This might fuffice to fhow, that
our do&rine of perfeftion cannot be called popifh, or
pelagian, with any more candor, than the doétrine
of the Frinity can be branded with thofe epithets.
becaufe Pelagins and the Pope embrace it If, in

order to be good proteftants, we were obliged to
renounce all that the Jews, Turks, and infidels
hold ; we fhould renouncg the old teftament, beca:i:'e
‘ e
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ahe Jews revere it: We fhould renounce the unity

* of God, becaufe the Mahometans contend forit: .

Nay, we fhould renounce common humanity,
becaufe all infidels approve it. I beg leave how-
ever to dwell a moment more upon Mr. Hill’s
abjeltion, that the Pope holds our doétrine.

When this gentleman was at Rome, he may
remember that his Cicerone fhewed him, in the
ancient church of Sz. Paul without the Gate, [If I

remember the name right] the pictures of all the,

popes from St. Peter, Linus, Cletus and Clement,
down to the pope who then filled what is called
¢¢ St. Peter’s chair.,” According to this view of
papacy, Mr. Hill is certainly in the right; for if
he turns back to Se@. V, he will fee that Peter,
the firlt poge [fo called] was a complete perfectionif,
and if Clemens, or St. Clement [Paul’s fellow-
. labourer] was really the fourth Pope, it is certain,
that he alfo held our doctrine as well as Peter and
Chrifl ; for he wrote to the Corinthians, ¢¢ Bylove
¥ were all the elett of God made perfect,~'1'hofe
¢¢ who were made perfec? in love are in the region
¢ of the juft, and fhall appear in glory.—~Happy
“¢ then are we, if we fulfil the commandments of God
¢ in the unity of love,—Following the command.
¢ ments of ‘God THEY siN NoT.” 8. Clem. Ep.
-to the Cor. This glorious teflimony, which St.
Clement bears go the darine of perfection might
be fupported by many correfpondent quotations
from the other Fathers, But as this would too
much fivell this Effay, I fhall only produce one,
which is fo much the more remarkable, as itis
taken from St. Ferem’s third dialogue again(t Pelagius,
the rigid, overdoing perfe@ionift, ¢¢ Hoc et nos
¢¢ dicimus, poffe hominem non peccare, fi velit,
¢¢ pro tempore, pro loco, pro imbecillitate corpo-
*¢ rea, quamndiu intentus eft animus, quamdiu
#¢ chorda nullo vitio laxatur in cithar3,”—That is,
We [who oppofe Pelagius’s notions about Adamic
perfe&ion) maintain alfo, that confidering our time,
place, and.bodily weakn(fs, we can avoid finning if wlel
: , v

[
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avill 5 aslong asour mind is bent uponit, and the firing
of our b‘inz [i. e. of our chriftian refolution] 7s nvf
Hackencd by any wilful fault. o

“When I read thefe blefléd teftimonhies in favour
of the truth which we vindicate, my pleafed mind
flies to Rome, and I am 1eady to fay, Hail! ye

“holy popes and Fathers, ye perfe&t Servants of my

perfect Lord! I am ambitious to fhare with you

-the names of ¢“ Arminian, Pélagian, Papiit, tem-
" porary monfter, and Atheift in mafquerade.” I

publifh to the world my ftedfaft refolution to follow
you, and ani{ of your fucceflors, who have done and
taught Chrift’s commandments. And I enter my
proteft againft the miftakes of the minifters, who
teach that Chrift’s law is impraticable, that fin
muft dwell in our hearts as long as we live, and
that we muft continue to break the Lord’s precepts
in our inwdrd parts unto death.

I fhall clofe my anfwer to this Argument of Mr.
Hill, by 4 quotation from Mr. Welley’s Remarks

- upon the Rewview, ¢ It [our doltrine of thriftian
¢

perfeCtion] has beeh condemned by the Pope
¢¢ and his whole conclave, ¢éven in this prefent
¢ century. In the famous bull Unigenftss they
¢ utterly condemn the aminterrapted act [of faith

" ¢ and love, which fome then talked of,- of conti~

¢ nually rejoicing, praying,and giving thanks] as
¢ dreadful herefy "’—If we have Peter and Clemens
on our fide, we are willing'to let Mr. Hill fcreen
his doctrine behind' the pope who iffued out the:
bull Unigenitus, and if he pleafes, behind the pre~
fent pope too. :

-

'However, fays Mr. Hill, ¢ The diftinftion be-:
"¢t tween fins and innocent infirmities is derived froms
¢ the Romith ehurch.” . :

Answer. ' (1) We' rejoice, if the ghurch of
Rome was never fo unreafonable, and fo deluded

~ By antinomian popes, as to confound an involyn-

tary, wandering thought, an undefigned miftake,
o S 2 and
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-and 2 lamented fit of drowfinefs at prayer, with
adultery, murder, and inceft; in order to reprefent
Chrift’s mediatorial law as abfolutely impractica-
ble; and to infinuate that fallen believers, who
actually commit the above-mentioned crimss, ace
God’s dear children, as well as the obedient belie-
vers, who labour under. the above-defcribed infir-
mitics. . .
(2) We apprehend that Mr. Hill, and the di-
vines who have efpou{ed Dr. Crifp’s errors, are
fome of the laft perfons in the world, by whom:
we may, with decency, be charged to hold ¢¢ licen-
tious® doltrines. And we are trul , that
any proteftants fhould make it their bufinefs to
corrupt that part of -the gofpel, which (if we
believe Mr. Hill) the Pope himfelf has modeftiy
fpared.— , ‘
(3) Mr. Hill might, with much more propriety,.
have objected, that our diftinction is derived from
the jewifb church = for, ¢ sbe old rogue,” as fome

folifidizns have rahly called Mofés, evidently makes

a diftinction between fiss and snfirmisies: He pu-
nifhed a daring fabbath-breaker, and an audacious
rebel, with death,—with prefent death,—with the
moft terrible kind of death. The language of his
bumin§ zeal feemed -tg be that of -David, Be mot
merciful to them that offind of malicious wickednefs.
Pf. lix. 5.—But upon fuch as accidentally contrac-
ted fome jnvoluntary pollution, he inflitted no
other punifhment, than that of a feparation from
‘the congregation #/] evening. 1f Mr, Hill confi-
ders the dificrence of thefe two punifthments, -he
mutt either give place to perverfenefs, or confefs,
that wilful fins; and igvoluntary infirmites, were
-not calviniftically canfounded by the mediator of
the old covenant? and thrat Mofes himfelf made a
_ rational and evangelical diftinétion between sbe fpor
"*ef God's_cbildren, and ke fpot of the perverfe and
" erooked gemeration. Deut xxxii. 4.
-(4) That Chrift, the equitable and gracious me-

diator of the new covenant, was not lefs. merciful
than

Y

o
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than ftern Mofes, with refpeét to the diftinfion we
contend for, appears to.us evident from his making
a wide difference between the almoft involuntary
drowfinefs of the eleven difciples in Gethfimane, and
the malicious watchfulneis of the traitor Judas.
Concerning the oftence of the former,  he fiid; -
The fpirit indeed is willing, but the fefb is weak: and.

with refpet to the crime of the latter, hedeclared,.

 Jt would be good for that man, if he bad neviy been:

born. &

(5) David- and Paul exally followed heteinr the- .
doltrine of Mofes and Chrift. The Pfalmiit fays;
Kecp back thy fervant alfo from prefumptuous fins : let
them. not have the dominion.over me:  then-fhall I be-
upright; [or rather, as the word literally means in
the original] I sHALL BE PERFECT, and innocent
Jrom the great tranfgrefion. Pfalm xix. 13. Hence
it is evident that fome tranfgreflions are incompati-
ble with the. perfection which David prayed for i
and that fome errors, or fome fécret [unnoticed, in--
voluntary] faults are not.- ‘ '

(6) This,.we apprehend, is evident from his.
own words, Bleffed is-the man unto whom the Lord
imputeth no fin ; and in-whafe fpirit there is NO GUILE,
[tho’ there may be fome improprieties in hi§ words
and actions.] . Pfa. xxxii. 2. David’s-meaning may
be illuftrated by the well-known cafe .of Nathanaeli.
Philip faid to him, We bave found bim or wHoM
Mofes avrote in THE LAw : .[A clear proof this, by
the bye, that the law ftrequently.means the jewwifs -
gojpel, which teflifies of Chrift to ceme:] It is-
Fejus of Nazareth. Aud Nathonael, faid inte bim;.
Can any good thing come out of Nazaresh? Here:
was an involuntary fault, .an improper quoting of a.
proverbial.expreffion ; and neverthelefs, as he quo-
ted it with -a good intention, and to make way for-
a commenddble enquiry into the report which he
keard; his error was confittent with perfection ; he
eontinued innocent from the great [wilful) tranfgrefion.- .
This I prove: (1) By his conduét; Philip faithr:

“unto- bimy” Come andyjec: And he inftantly went,.

3 . . withoue:
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without betraying the leaft degree of the felf-con-
ceited ttiffnefs, furly pride, and morofe refiftance,
which always accompany the unloving prejudice;
by which the law of Chrift is broken.—And (2)
By our Lord’s teﬁimonby : Fefus faw Nathanael com-
sng to Lim, and faith of bim, Bebold an Ifraclitc indeed,
in awhom is no guile !—that is, no mixture of indwel-
ling fin.. Our Lord’s word for gwik, in the original,,
is dolos, the very word, which, being alfo conneéted:
with a negative, forms the epithet adolos, whereby St..
Peter denotes the wnaduiterated parity of God’s
word, which he compares to fincere, or pesfeitly-pure
o¥lk. 1Pet. 1. 2. Hence I conclude, that, Chrift
himfelf being witnefs, [evangelically-fpeaking};
there was no more frdwelling fin in Nathanael, than
there is in the pure word of God ;-and-that this is
the happy cafe of all thofe, who fully deferve the
glorious -title of Ifreclite indeed, which our Lord:
publicly beftowed upon Nathanael. To retumn:

() If to make a diftin@ion between fas and
infirmities, conflitutes a man half a papift, it is
evident that St. Paul was not lefs tinftured with:

%opery [fo called} than David, Mofes, and Jefus
h

rift : for he writes to Timothy : Them that s1x,
xebuke before all, that others alfo may fear. 1 Tim. v.
20. And yet, he writes to the Romans, ¥z thar
ave flnong, ought to bear with #he INFIRMITIES of
weak. Rom. xv. 1. Here are two-plain com-
mands.; the firft, not to bear with frs; and the
fecond, to bear with infirmities: A demonfiration
this, that there is an effential difference between fs
and /nfirgsities, and that this difference is difcovera-
ble to others, and-much more to ourfelves., Nay,,
in molt cafes, it is fo difcernible to thofe who have

their fpiritual fenfes properly difpofed, that th
can as eafily diftinguifh between fins [properly fo
called] 'andy infirmities : 48 a wife judge can dii{in»
guith between accidental deathr, and wilful murder ;
or between unknowingly pafling a falfe guinea with
a kind intention to relieve the poor, and treafon-
ably coining it with a roguifh defign to defraud the
pl‘oblu:o
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publics  The difference between the fun and the
moon is not more ftriking in the natural world, than
the difference between fzs and ixfirmities is in the
moral world. Neverthelefs, blind prejudice will
probably confound them ftill, to darken counfel,
and to raife a cloud eof logical duft, that Antine-
miani/m {the Diana of the imperfetionifts] may
amake her efcape, and {ave indwelling fn, which 1s
the claw of the hellith lion, the tocth of the old
dragon, the fithing hook of Satan, and the deadly
fting of the king of terrors.

, (g) Judicious Calvinifts have feen the propriety
of the diftin&®ion, for which we are reprefented as
unfound proteftants. Of many whom I could men-
tion, I fhall” only quote one, . who, for his piety,
wifdom, and moderation, isan honour to calvinifm =
1 mean the Rev. Mr. Newton, minifter of Olney.-

- In his Letters on religious fubjeéts, p. 199, he makes

this ingenuous confeflion: ¢ The experience of
patt years has taught me” [and I bope that, fome day
or other, it avill alfo teach our other ?pom'rm] ¢ to
¢¢ diftinguith between ignorance and  difobedience.
#¢ The Lord is gracious to the aweaknefi of his
¢ people: Many invokuntary mifiakes will not inter-

~ #¢ rupt their communion with him : He pities their

‘¢ infirmity, and teaches them to do better. Butif
¢ they ‘difpute his nown will, and a&t againft the
s« d:fates of comfvience, they will furely fuffer torit.
¢ —Wilful fin fadly perplexes and rvetards our
¢ progrefs.”»—Here is, if 1 miftake not, a clear
diftin&tion made by a true proteftant, between difo-
dedience or wilful fin, and weaknefs, involuntary mifiakes,

or infirmity, : . :
~ (9) If Mr. Hill will not regard Mr. Newton’s
authority, I beg he would fhow fome refpect for the
suthority of our church, and the import of his own
prayers. If there is abfolutely no difference
etween wilful fins, involuntary wmegligences, and
unavoidable igmorances; why does our church dif-
tinguifh between them, when fhe direls us.to pray
in the litany, that it may pleafe God to forgive us alk
. wr

-
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our fins, negligences, and ignorances ? If thefe three
words have but one meaning, fhould not Mr. Hill
leave out the two laft, as ridiculous tautology ? Or,
at leaft, to remove ftrom our church the fufpicion
.of popery, fhould he not pray every funday, that.
God would forgive us all our fins, finsy and fins?

From the nine preceding remarks and quotations:
it appears, if I miitake- not, that our important.
dittinétion between avilful fin and infirmities, or invo~-
luntary offences, recommends itfelf to reafon and con-
fcience ; that it is fupported by the law of Mofes,.
and the gofpel of Chrift; by the Pfalms of David;
and the Epifties of St. Paul;. by the writings of-
judicious calvinifts, and the liturgy of our church :
And therefore, it is as abfurd to call it'a gops/b dif--
tinction, becaufe the papifls gre not injudicious
enough to reject it, as it 1s abfurd to call the do&rine:
of Chrift's divinity, a dedfrine of devils, becaufe-
«devils acknowledged. him to be the Son of God,.
-and their omnipotent controller..

Should Mr. Hill reply, that, if this diftinction
cannot properly be called popifb, it deferves to be:
called ¢ antinomian®™ and ¢ licentious ;> becaufe it
countenances all the men, who give to their grofiff.
Jins, the foft name of immocent infirmities: We an--
fwwer: (1) It has been proved, that Mofes and
Jelus Chrift held this diftinction ;. and therefore to
‘call it antinomian and Licentious, is to call not ouiz
Chrift, the hcly one of God, but even ¢ lgal
Mofes an antinomian, and an advocate for licentionf= -
nefs. See what theie Calvinian refinements come
to!—(2) The men. who abufe the doftrine of tke
diftintion between fizs and infirmities, abufe as-
much the doétrine of God’s mercy; and the important
diftin&ion between aworking days and the. Lord’s day :
But, is this a proof that the do&rines of God’s
mercy,; -and of the diftintion between the Lord’s
day and othes days, dre ¢¢ Licentious tenets, againft’
awbich all that avi-avell to the intereff of proteflantifm
Hoordd protifi in a.body? .

- 15
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If Mr. Hill tries to embarrafs ws by faying,
¢ Where will you draw tae line between wilful fius
and [evangelically fpeaking] INNOCENT iafirmi-
ties ?”—We reply without the leaft degree of em-
barrafiinent ; Where Mofes and the prophets have
drawn it in the old teftament ; where Chrift and the
apoftles have done it in the new; and where we
do it after them in thefe pages. And retorting the
queftion to fhow it’s frivoloufnefs, we atk : Where
will Mr. Hill driw the line between the free, evan-

elical obferving of the Lord’s day, and the fuper-
itious, pharifaic keeping of the fabbath; or be-
tween weak, faving fgith, and wilful unbelief ?—

‘Nay, upon his principles, where will he draw it

even between a good and a bad work ; if all our
good works are really dung, drofs, and filthy rags ?

However, as the queftion is important, I fhall
give it a more pasticular anfwer. An infirmity is.a
breach of Adam’s law of paradifaical perfetion,
which our covenant-God does. notrequire of us now :
And [evangelically- ?eaking} a fin for chriftians,
is a breach of Chrift’s evangelical law of chriftian
perfeétion ; a perfe@ion this, which God requires
ofall chriftian believers.—An infirmity [confidering
it with the error which it occafions} is confiftent
with pure love to God and man: but a fx is in-
confiftent with thet love.—An infirmity is free
from guile, and has its root.in our anime/ frame :
but a fn is attended with guile, and has its root in
our moral frame ; {pringing either from the habi-
tual corruption of our heart, or from the momen-
tary perverfion of our tempers.—An infirmily una-
voidably refults from our unhappy eircumitances,
and from the neceflary infelicities of our prefent
ftate. But a g flows from the avoidable and per-
verfe choice of our own will.—An fufirmity has its
foundation in an involuntary .want of light and
power : And a g, in a wilful abufe of the prefent
Kght and power we have. The one arifes from
involuntary ignoramce and weaknefs, and is always

attepded
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attended with a good meaning, a meaning unmixed
with any éad deﬁ‘gn, or avicked prejudice : Bt
the other has its fource in voluntary perverfenefs
and - prefumption, and is always attended with a
meaning altogether bad ; or, at beft, with a good
"meaning founded on wicked prejudices. If to this
line, the candid reader adds the line which we have
drawn [Se&ion V1,] between the perfettion of a
gentile; that of ajew, and that of a chriftian, he’

-will not eafily miftake in paffing a judgment be-
tween the wilful fins which are inconfiftent with an-
evangelically-finlefs perfetion, and the innocent
infirmities which are confiftent with fuch a per-
fetion.- v

Confounding what God has divided, and dividing
what the God of Truth has joined, are the two ca-
pital ftratagems of the God of Error. The firft he’
has chiefly ufed to eclipfe or darkerr the doétrine of
chriftian perfection. By means -of his inftruments,
he has perpetually confounded the Chriftlefs law of
perfect innocence given to Adam before the fall ;
and the mediatorial, evangelical law of penitential
faith, under which our firft parents were put,
when God promifed them the feed of the woman,
the mild Lawgiver, the Prince of peace, the gen-
tle King of the jews, who breaks not the bruifed reed,

nor quenches the fmoking flax, but com‘faiﬁonateiy.

tempers the doctrines of juffice by the doltrines of
irace, and inftead of the law of innocence [which he

as kept and made honourable for us] has fubfti-
tured, his own evangelical law of repentance,
faith, and gofpel-obedience, whick law is actually
kept, according to one or another of it’s various
editions, by all jufl men made perfeit; that is, by
all the wife wirgins, who are ready for the midnight:
ery, and the marriage of the Lamb.

Hence it appears that Pelagius and Augufiin were’
both right in fome things, and wrong in a capital
point. Prlagius, the . father of the rigid perfegio-
nifts and "rigid free-willers, afferted that Chrift’s
daw could be kept, and that the keeping of that law

. wass
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was all the perfection which that law requires. So
far Pelagius was right; having reafon, confcience,
and feripture on his fide. But he was groflly.
aiftaken, it he confounded Chriit’s mediatorial law,
with the law of paradiiaical pertection, This was
his capital error, which led him to deny original
fin, and to extol human powers fo exceflively as to
intimate, -that by a taithful and diligent ufe ot them,
man may be as innocent, and as perfect, as Adam
was before the fall.

On the other hand, Axguzflin, the father of the
rigid imperfectionitts, and Trigid bound-willers,
maintained, that, our natural powers being greatly
weakened and depraved by the tall, we cannot, by
all the helps which the gofpel affords, keep the
law of innocence ; that is, always think, f{peak, .
and a&, with that exatnefs, and propriety, which
became immortal man, when God pronounced
kim wery good in paradife: he aflerted, that every
impropriety of thought, language, or behaviour,
is a breach of the law of pertection, under which
God placed innocent man'in the garden of Eden:
and he proved that every breach of this law isa
fin againft it, becaufe the tranigreflion of a law is
fn; and that, of confequence, there can be no
Adamic paradifaical pertection in this life. So far
Auguftin was very right:—~So far reafon and fcrip-
ture fupport his doctrine:—And fo far the church
is obliged to him for having made a ftand againit
Pelagius. But he was very much miftaken when
he abolifhed the eflential difference which there is
between our Creator’s law of ftri¢t juftice, and our
Redeemer’s mediatorial law of juftice tempered

" with grace and mercy. Hence he concluded that

there is abfolutely no keeping the law, and confe-
quentll:y no performing any perfeét obedience in
thislife; and that we muft fin as long as we con-
tinue in the body. Thus, while Pelagius made
adult chriftians as perfectly finlefs as Adam wasin
paradife; Auguftin made them fo completely fnful,
as to make it neceflary for every one of them to go

inte
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into 2 death-purgatory, crying, ¢ Thereis a law
¢ in my members, which brings me iato captivity
4t tothe law of fin, Sin dwelleth in me. With
¢ my flelh I ferve the law of fin. Iam carnal,
< fold under fin.—O wretched man that I 4
¢ whoyhall deliver me ?”’ .

The feripture-dorine, which we vindicate,
ftands at an equal diftance from thefe extremes of
Pelagins and Augufiin. It rejets, with Augufin,
the Adamic perfeQtion which Pelazius abiurdly
pleaded for: And it explodes, with Pelagins, the
neceftary continuance of indwelling fin and carnal
bondage, which~ Augafiin no lefs abfurdly main-
tained. Thus, adult believers are ftill finners,—
fill imperfe, according to the righteous law of
paradifaical innocence and perfection : and yet,
they are really faints, and perfect according to the
gracious law of evangelical juftification and perfec-
tion ; a law this, which confiders as upright, and
perfe&, all the godly heathens, jews, and chrif-
tians, who are withowt guile in their refpective folds,
or under their various difpenfations. “Thus, b
ftill vindicating the various editions of Chrift’s me-
diatorial law, which has been at times almoft buried
under heaps of pharijaic and antinomian miftakes,
‘we ftill detend practical religion. And, as in the
Scripture-Scales, by proving the evangelical mar-
riage of Free-grace and Free-will, we have recon-

" ciled Zelotes and Honeftus with refpeét to faith and

aworks : So in this Effay, b proving the evange-
lical union of the dofrines of grace and juflice:in the

aild and righteous law of our Redeemer, we recon-
cile Auguffiin and Pelagius, and force them to give

up reafon and fcripture, or to renounce thy mon-.

{trous errors which keep them afunder ; I mean
the deep, antinomian errors of Auguftin, with re-
{pe& to indavelling fin anda death-purgatory; and
the high-flown, pharifaic errors of Pelagius, with
segard to Adamic perfe&tion, and -a complete free-
dom from original degeneracy. -

‘e
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" The” method we have ufed to bring about this
reconciliation is quite plain and unitorm. We
‘have kept our feripture-feales even, and ufed ‘every
weight of the fanétuary without prejudice ; efpe-
«cially thofe weights which the moralifts throw afide
‘as Calviniflic and antinomian ; and thofe which the
folifidians caft away as Mofaic and legal. "Thus,
by evenly bulancing the wwo gofpel-axioms, we
have re-united the dotrines of grace and of jaffice,
‘which heated Auguitin and heated Pelagius have
feparated ; and we have diffinguifbed our Redeemer’s
evangelical law, from our Creator’s paradifaicallaw ; -
two diftin& laws thefe, which thofe illuftrious anta~
gonifts have confounded; and we flatter ourfelves
that, by this artlefs means, another fiep is taken
towards bringing. the vwo partial gofpels of the day,
to the old ftandards of the ons, complete goipel of
Jefus Chrift,

I have done unfolding our reconciling plan :
But the difciples of Auguftin rally’d by Calvin,
have not done attacking it. 1 hope that I have
anfwered the objections of Mr Hill, Mr. Toplady,
and Mr. Martin; againft the evangelical perfection
which we defend ; but another noted divine of their

erfuafion comes- up to their afliftance. Itis the
iev. Mr. Matthew Henry, who has defervedly got
a great name amonyg the Calviniils, by his valuable
Expofition of the Bible in five folio volumes. This
huge piece of ordnance, carries an heavy ball,
which threatens the very heart of our finlefs gofpels
it is too late to attempt an abrupt and filent flight,
Let then Mr. Henry fire away. If our doétrine
of an evangelically-finlefs perteQtion is founded
upon a rock, it will fand: the ponderous ball,
which feems likely to demolith it, will rebound
againft the doltrine of indwelling-fin: And the
ftandard of chriftian liberty which we wave, will bé
more refpected than ever. :

¢ Corruption” [ faith that illuffrious opponent]
¢¢ is left remaining in the heart of good chriftians,
¢ that they may learn war, may keep on the whol¢
) T armour
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¢¢ armour of God, and ftand continually upon their
<¢ guard.”—¢¢ Thus corruptionis driven out of the
¢¢ heart of believers by little and little. ‘The work
¢ of fantlification is carried on gradually ; but
¢¢ that judgment will at length be brought forth
¢ into a complete victory.”—Namely, when
Death fhall come to the affiftance of the atoning
blood, and of the fpirit’s power. That this is Mr.
Henry'’s dotrine is evident from his comment on
Gal. v. 17, *“ In a renewed man, where there is

¢¢ fomething of a good principle, there is a ftruggle

&¢ between, &c. the REMAINDERS OF sIN, and
¢¢ the beginnings of grace; and this, chriftians
<¢ muft expect will be their exercife aAs LonG as
¢ THEY CONTINUE IN THIS WORLD:’—or, to
{peak more intelligibly, &l they go into the death-
purgatory.

Not to mention here again, Gal. v. 17, &c. Mr.
Henry builds this uncomfortable doctrine upon the
following text, The Lord tly God avill put out thofé
nations before thee BY LITTLE AND LITTLE; thou
maseft NOT confume them AT ONCE, lefl the beafls of the
Sield increafe upon thee, Deut.vii. 22. And he gives
us to underitand, that ‘¢ PRIDE and SECURITY,
and other fins > are ¢ the enemies more dangerous than
the beafls of the field, that would be apt to increafe”
upon us, if God delivered us from induvelling fin,
i. e. from the remains of pride, and carnal fecurity,
and other fins.—This expofition is back’d by an ap-
peal to the following text, Noaw thefe are the nations,
aubich the Lord left to prove Ifrael by them—to know
avbether they [the Ifraclites] avowld bearkem to the
commandments of the Lord. Judg. iii. 1, 4. See
Mr, Henry’s Expofition on thefe paflages.

To this we anfwer: (1) That it is abfurd to
build the mighty doétrine of a death-purgatory up-
on an hiftorical allufion. If fuch allufions were
proofs, we could eafily multiply our arguments.

We could fay, that fin is to be UTTERLY defroyed,

becaufe Mofes fays, The Lord delivered into our
: bands
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bands Og, and all bis people, and ave fmote him ONTIL
NONE WAS LEFT TO HIM REMAINING, Deut.iii. 3.
- ~Becaufe Fofbua fmote Horam king of Gezer and his
people, until be bad left him NoNE REMAINING. Deut.
iii. 33.—Becaufe Saul was commanded UTTERLY
TO DESTROY #the finners, the Amalekites, and loft his
crown for fparing their king : Becaufe, when God
overthreny Pharaoh and all bis boff, THERE REMAINED
* NOT $0 MUCH AS ONE oF THEM : Ex.xiv, 28. Becaufe
when God rained fire upon Sodom and Gomorrah, he
- overthrew ALL their [wicked] inbabitants :—And be-
- caufe Mofes fays, I took YOUR SIN, the calf which
‘ye had made, and burnt it aith fire, and flamped it,
and ground it wery fmall, even until it was as fmall as
“duflyand caft the duft theresf into the brook. Deut.
-i¥. 21.  But we fhould blufh to~build the do&trine
" of chriftian perfe@ion upon fo abfurd and flender a
foundation. And yet, fuch a foundation would be
" far more folid, thaii that on which Mr. Henry
builds the dotrine of chriftian imperfection, and of
the neccfary indwelling of fin in the moft holy be-
liecvers: For, ~ o
(2) Before God permitted the Canaanites to re-
matn in the' land, he had faid, ¢ When ye are paffed
over Jordan, then ye fhall drive out ALL the in-
habitants of the land before you, and deftroy ALz
their piGtures :—for I havé given you theland to
poffefs it.—But, if ye will not drive out the in-
habitants of the land before you, then it fhall
come to pafs, that thofe which ye let remain of
them, fhall be pricks in your eyes, and thorns
in your fides, and fhall vex you in theland
¢ wherein ye dwell. And moreover I fhall do unto
¢ you, as I thought to do unto them.” Numb. xxxiii,
§1, &c. Hence it appears, that the fparing of the
Canaanites was a punijl:P::ent inflited upon the Ifrae-
lites, as well as a favour thewn to the Canaanites, fome
of whom [like Rabab and the Gibeonites] probably
turned to the Lord, and as God’s creatures, enjoyed
- his faving mercy in the land of promife. Butis
indwelling fin one of God’s creatures, that God fhould
* fhew it any favour, and fhould refufe: his affiftance
' T 2 - o
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%o the faithful believers, who are determined to
give it no quarter 2 Can indhwelling fin be converted
to God, as the indwwelling Canaanites might, and as
fome of them undoubtedly were :
(3) But the capital flaws of Mr. Henry’s argu~
ment are, I apprehend, two fuppofitions, the ab-
furdity of which is glaring : ¢¢ Corruption [fays
¢¢ he] is left remaining in the heart of good chrif-
¢¢ tians, that they may learn war, may keep on-
¢¢ the whole armour of God, and ftand continually
¢¢ upon their guard.” Juft as if Chri# had not
learned avar, kept on the breaff-plate of righteoufnefs,
and flood continually upon his guard, without the-
help of indwelling fin !—juft as if the world, the
devil, the weaknefs of the flefh, and death, our
laft enemy, with which our Lord fo feverely con-
flited, were not adverfaries powerful enough ¢z
2rove us, to engage us to kearn awar, and to make
us kecp oz and ufe the whole armour of God. to the
end of our life ?—The other abfurd Afup?oﬁtion is
that ¢ pride, and fecurity, and other fins” [which
are fuppofed to be typified by the avild beafts men-.
tionec{, in Deut. vii, 22,1 will increafe upon us by _
the deftruction of izdwelling fin. But is it not as ri-
diculous to fuppofe this, as to fay, ¢ Pride fhall
"¢ increafe upon us by the deffraion of pride ; and
¢ carnal fecurity wilt gather firength by the extir-
& pation of carnal fecurity, and by the implanting
¢ of conflant wvatchfulnefs, which is a hranch of the
¢¢ chriftian perfetion which we contend for
(4) With refpet to the inference, which Mr.
Henry draws from thefe words, Thox mayf! not confume
them AT ONCE: The Lord will put them out before
thee BY LITTLE AND LITTLE; is it not highly
abfurd alfo? Does he give us the fhadow of an
argument to prove, that this verfe was™ {poken of
our indwelling corruptions ? And fuppofe it was,
would this prove that the dotrine of a death-purga-
tory is true ? You fay to a greedy perfon, You
muft eat your dinner &y lietle and little, you cannot
fwallow it down at one gulp : A farmer teaches his
fon to plow, and fays, We cannot plow this tield
. at
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at once, but we may plow it by Little and lirsle, i. €.
by making one furrow after another, tili we end
the laft furrow. Hence I draw the following infe-
rences : We eat our meals, and plow our fields, év
little and little ; and therefore no. dinner can be

. eaten, and no field plowed before death. A fur-
. geon fays, that the healing of a wound *¢ is carricd

on gradually:”” Hence his prejudiced maté runs

- away with the notion, that no wound can be healed
-{o long as a patient is alive. Who does not fee the

flaw ot thefe conclufions ? :
(5) But the greateft abfurdity, I apprehend, is
yet behind. Not to obferve, that we do not re-

.member to have read any command in our bibles

not to confume SIN AT ONCE ; or any declaration,
that God will put it out oNLY ¢ gy little and little 5
we atk : What length of time do you fuppofe God
means ? You make him fay, that he will make an
end of our indwelling fin & little and little: Do
you think he means four days, four years, or four-
fcore years ?—If you fay, that God carnot or il
noz wholly cleanfe the thoughts of our hearts under

Jour-fecore_years, you fend all who die under that age

into hell, or into fome purgatory, where they muit
wait till the eighty years of their conflié& with in-
dwelling fin. are ended.—If you fay, that God can

-or quill do it in four days, but not under; you ab-
?

furdly fuppofe that the penitent thief remained at

Jeait three days in paradife full of indwelling fin';
feeing his fandification was to be *¢ carried on gra-
‘dually” in the fpace of four days At LEAsT.—If

you are obliged to grant, that, when the words 3y
lirle and little, are applied to the deftrution of

‘indwelling fin, they may mean four bours [the time

which the penitent thief probably lived after his
converfion] as well as fowr days; do you not begin
to be athamed of your fyftem ? And if you reply,
‘that death alone fully extirpates indwelling fin;
dpes not this favourite tenet of yours, overturn Mr.
Henry’s dotrine about the necefity of the flow,
¢ gradual” defltruction of indwelling fin? May not

T 3 3
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4 finner BELIEVE iz A MOMENT, when God helps
him to believe ? And may not a believer [whom
you {uppofe neceffarily full of indwelling fin as long
as he is in this world] pI1E in A MOMENT ?—IF
you anfwer in the snegative, you deny the fudden
death of John the bapuit, St. James, and St. Paul,
who had their heads cut off in 2 moment :—1In a
word, you deny that any believer can die fuddcnby.
—If you reply in the affirmative, you give up the
point, and grant that indwelling fin may be infax-
taneoyfly deftroy’d. And now what becomes of Mr.
Hengy's argument, which fuppofes that fanétification
can never be complete without a long gradual procef ;
and that the extirpation of fin cannot take place
_but ¢ by listle and little 2

I have fet before thee, Reader, the kghss and
Jhades of our do€trine : T have produced our argu-
ments, and thofe of our opponents ; And now, f
- which of them bear the }:am of imperfeition ? aﬂ'
thou pronounce that Urim and Thummim, Light and.
Perfeclion, belong to the arguments of Mr. Hi¥,
Mr. Toplady, Mr. Martin, and Mr. Henry, 1 muit
lay by my pen, and deplore the infelicity of our-
having a reafon, which unfays in my breaft what
it fays in thine.. But if thou find, after mature:
deliberation, that our arguments are lght in the
Lord, as being more agreeable to-the dittates of
unprejudiced reafon, than thofe of our antagonifts,
more conformable to the plain declarations of the
facred writers, fitter to encourage believers in the:
way of holinefs, more fuitable te the nature of
undefiled religion, and better adapted to the-difplay
of the Redeemer’s glory ; I fhall enjoy the double:
ﬂ)&afm‘e of embracing the Truth, and of embracing

er together. avith thee : In the mean time, clofing
here the argumentative part of this Effay,. I juft beg
the continuance of thy favourable attention, while:
I pradically’ addrefs perfet Pharifees, prejudiced
Imperfectionifts, imperfet Believers, and perfe&
Chriftians, o :
. SECT.
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SECTION XVIL
An Addrefs to perfeit chrifiian pharifecs.

Addrefs you fir/?, ye perfet chriftian pharifees »

becaufe ye are moft ready to profefs chriftian
perfetion, tho’alas! ye (tund at the greateft dif-
tance from perféc? bumility, the grace which is moft
effential to the perfe&t chriftian’s charatter: And
becaufe the enemies of our doctrine make ufe of
you firff, when they endeavour toroot it up from.
the earth.

That ye may know whom I mean by perfect chriffian
pharijees, give me leave to fhew you your own pic--
ture in the glafs of a plain delcription. Ye have:
profeffedly entered into the foldwhere Chrift’s fheep,

~which are perfeéted in love, reft all at each other’s

feet; and at the feet of the Lamb of God. But,.
how have ye entered >—By Chrifl, the door ? or at
the door of prefumption P—~Not by Chrift the
door : for Chrit is meeknefs and loavling/s manifefted:
in the flefd ; but ye are {till ungentle and fond of
praife. When he pours out his foul asa divine
prophet, he fays, Learn of me, for I am MEEK and’
.LOWLY IN HEART : Take my yoke upon you, and ye
Jhall find. reff unto your fouls. But ye overlook this
humble door. ¥Your proud, gigantic minds are-
-above ftooping low enough to follow him, who.
made bimfelf of no reputation that he might raife vs
to heavenly honours; and who, to pour juft con-
tempt upon human pride, had his firft night’s lodg-
ing in a flable, and fpent his laft night partly on.
the cold ground in a ftorm of divine wrath, and
partly in an ignominious confinement, expofed to
the greateft indignities, which jews and gentiles.,
could pour upon him. He refted his infant head
upon hay, his dying head upon thorns, A manger
. was
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was his crzdle and a crofs his death-bed. Thirty
years he travclled from the fordid ftable to the
accuried trec, unnoticed by his own peculiar people.
In the brighteit of his days poor fifhermen, fome
Galilean wcmen, and a company of fhouting chil-
dren, formed all his retinue. Shepherds were his
firft attendants, and malefactors his laft companions.

His firft Beatitude was, Blefled are the poor in-

Jpirit; and the latt, Blefed are yey avben men fball
.revile you, and perfecute you, and fay all manner of evil
againft you faljely for my fake. His firt doétrine was
Repent: Nor was the lait unlike to it; If I bave
wafbed your feet, ye ought alfo to wafb one anotber’s feet,

- Jor I have given you an example; that ye fhould do as
I have done to you.—He that «vill be firft among you,
let him be the laf? of all. Now far from pratifing
with godly fincerity this /a/f leflon of our humble
Lord, ye do not fo much as truly relith the fir/?.
Ye do not delight in, nay, ye abhor penitential
poverty of fpirit. Your humility is not cordial,
and wrought into your nature by grace; but com-
limental, and woven into your carriage by art.

e are humble in looks, in geftures, in voice, in
drefs, in behaviour; fo far as external humility
helps you to fecure the reputation of perfed? chrif-
tians, at which ye afpire from a motive of phari-

' faic ambition : but ye continue ftrangers to the

childlike fimplicity, and unaffeted brokennefs of .

Chrift’s perfect difciples. Ye are the very reverfe
of the Ifraelites in awhem there isno guile. Ye refem-
-ble the artful Gibeonites, who, for a time, impofed
upon Jofhua’s artlefs fimplicity. Your feigned
profeffion of fpecial grace deceives thofe of “God’s
children, who have more of the fimplicity of the
dove than of the ferpent’s wifdom. Ye chufe the
loweft place, but ye do not loveit. If ye chear-
JSully take it, it is not among your egwals, but among
.your inferiors ; becaufe you think that fuch a con-
defcending ftep may raife the credit of your humi-

lity, without endangering your fuperiority : If ye -

ftoop, and go down, it is not becaufe ye fee your-
_ © felves
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felves unworthy of the feat of honour ; but becaufe
ye hope, that peopie will by and by fzy to you,
Come up bigher. Your pharitac cunning aims at
wearing at- once the coronet of genuine humility,
and the crown of felf-exaiting pride. Ye love to
be efteemed of men tor your goodnefs and devotion :
Ye want to be admired for your exultnets, zeal, and
gracious attainments. The pride ot'the jewifh pha-.
rifees was coarfe in comparifon of yours. They
wore the rough garment, and you wear the filks
of fpiritval vamity: And even when ye dye
them in the blood of the Lamb, which you extol
in word, 1t is to draw the confidence of humble
chriftians by your chriftian appearance and language,,
more than to follow the propenfity of a new nature,
which loves to be clothed with humility, and feels
itfelf in its own center, when it relts in deep po-
verty of fpirit, and fees that God is ail in all. -
One of the greateft ends of Chrift’s coming into.
the world, was to empty us of ourfelves, and to fill
us with humble love ; but ye are lill full of your-
felves, and void of Chrift, that is, void of humility
incarnate. Ye ftill aim at fome wrong mark : whe-
ther it be felf-glory, felf-intereft, felf-pleafure, felf-
party, or felf-applau’e. In a Worg, one felfifh
fcheme or another, contrary to the pure love of God
and of your neighbour, fecretly deftroys the root of
your profeflion, and may be compared to the unfeen
worm, that ate the root of Jonah’s gourd. ¥Ye
have a narrow, contracted fpirit : Ye do not gladly
facrifice your private fatisfaftion, your intereft,
our reputation, your prejudices, to the general

ntereft of truth and love, and to the public good

of the whole body of Chrift. Ye are yet in fecret
bondage to men, places, and things. Ye do not
heartily entertain the wifdom from above, which

"is pure, gentle, eafy to be intreated, and full of
_ mercy.—Nay, ye are above conviction: Grofs

finners yield to truth before you. Like Jehu, ye
are zealous, and ye pretend that it is for the Lord
«f hofts: but alas! 1t is for your opinions, your

party,_



( 226 ) Sedt. 17.

party, your honour. In a word, ye do not walk
in conftant, folemn expectation of death and judge-
ment: Your will is not broken : your carnal confi-
dence is yet alive: The heavenly dove does not fit
in your breaft : Self, wrapt up in the cloak of hu-
mility, is ftill fet up in your heart; and in fecret
you ferve that curfed idol more than God. Satan
transformed into an angel of light has artfully led
you to the profeffion of chriftian perfection thro’ a
circle of external performances, thro’ glorious forms
of dotrine in the letter, and thro’ a fair fhow of
zeal for complete holinefs : The Lord, to punifh
your formality, has in part given you up to your
delufion : And now, ye as much believe yourfelves
perfect chriftians, as the pharifees, in our Lord’s
days, believed themfelves perfet jews. ¢
Mr. Welley, in his Plain Account of cbr{ﬂiaﬂer-
Jeftion, has borne his faithful teftimony againft
fuch witnefles of perfect love as yeare. If ye def-
pife this addrefs, regard his remarks. ¢ Others
¢ [fays he] who think they have the dire@ witnefs
of their being renewed in love, are neverthelefs
manifeftly wanting in the fruiz.—Some are un-
doubtedly wanting in long-fuffering,. chriftian re-
fignation. They do not fee the hand of Godin
whatever occurs, and chearfully embrace it.
They do not in every thing give thanks, and re-
joice evermore. They are not happy: at leaft
not always happy. For fometimes they complain.
They fay, ¢¢ This is hard !”—Some are wanting
in gentlenefi. 'They reff# evil, inftead of turning
the other cheek. They "do not receive reproach
with gentlenefs ; no, nor even reproof, Nay,
they are not able to bedr contradi@ion without
the appearance, at leaft, of refentment. If they
are reproved, or contradited, tho’ mildly, they
do not take it well. They behave with more
diftance and referve than they did before, &c.—
Some are wanting in goodnefi. They are not
kmd., mild, fiveet, amiable, foft, and loving at
all times, in their {pirit, in their words, in their
: . look,
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look, in their air, inthe whole tenor of their be-
haviour; and that to all, high and low, rich
and poor, without refpect of perfons: particu-
larly to them that are out of the way, to oppofers,
and to thofe of their own houfhold. They do not
long, ftudy, endeavour by every means, to make
all about them happy.—Some are wanting in
¢ fidclity, a nice regard to truth, fimplicity, and
godly fincerity. Their love is hardly avithone
difimulation; fomething like guile is found
in their mouth. To avoid roughnefs they lean -
to the other extreme. They are {mooth to an
excefs, foas fcarce to avoid a degree of fawning.
—Some are wanting in meeknefi, quietnefs of {pi-
rit, compofure, evennefs of temper. They are:
up and down, fometimes high, fometimes low ;-
their mind is not well balanced. Their affe&ti-
ons are either not in due proporrion; they have
‘too much of the one, too little of the other :
or they are not duly mixt and tempered together,
fe as to counterpoife each other. -Hence therc
is often a jar. Their foul is out of tune, and
cannot make the true harmony.—Some are want--
ing in temperance. They do not fteadily ufe that
kind and degree of food, which they know, or
might know, would moft conduce to the health,
ftrength, and vigour of the body. Or theyare
not temperate in fleep: they do not rigoroufly
adhere to what is beft for body and mind.—They
ufe neither faiting nor abftinence.” &c. .
I have defcribej your delufion: but who can
defcribe it’s fatal confequences? Who can tell the
mifchief it has done, and continues to do? The
few fincere perfeGtionifls, and the multitude of cap-
tious imperfectionifts, have equally found you out.
"The former are grieved for you; and the latter tri-
umph thro’ you.

When the fincere perfeftionifts confider the in-
confiftency of your profeflion, they are ready to
give up their faith in Chrift’s all-cleanfing bloodé
an

.~ a6 & & & n
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ard their hope of getting a clean heart in this life,
"They are tempted to follow the multitude of pro-
fetlors, who it themfelves down in felf-imputed
righteou:nets, or in folifidian notions ofan ideal
perfe¢tion in Cirift. And it is well if fome of
them have not already yielded to the temptation,
and begun to fight againft the hopes, which they
once entertained of loving God with all their heart.
Iriswell if fome, thro’ you, have not been led to
fay ; ¢ I once fweetly enjoy’d the thought of do-
¢ ing the will of God on earth, as it is done in
heaven. Once I hopefully prayed, God would
fo cleanfe my heart, that I might PERFECTLY
love him, and worTHILY magnify his holy
name in this world. But now I have renounced
my hopes, and I equally abhor the doctrine of
evangelical PERFECTION, and that of evangelical
wWORTHINESS. I have madea firm agreement
with fin. It sHALL dwell in my heart fo long as
my foul fhall dwell in my body. Neither the word
nor the fpirit of Chrift fhall ejet it. When I
was a young convert, Ibelieved that Chrift could
really make an end of all moral pollution, caft
out the manof fin, and cleanfe us from heart-fin,
aswell as from outward iniquity in this life: but
I foon met with unhumbled, felf-willed people,
who boldly ftood up for this glorious liberty, and
made me queftion the truth of the doftrine. Nay,
in procefs of time, I found that fome of thofe
who moft confidently profefled to have attained
this falvation were farther from the gentlenefs,
fimplicity, catholic fpirit, and unfeigned humi-
lity of Chrift, than many believers, who had
never confidered the doftrine of chriftian pers
fection. Thefe offences ftriking in with fome
difappointments which I myfelf met with, in
feebly feeking the pearl of perfe& love, made me
conclude that it can no more be found than the
philofopher’s ftone, and that they are all either
fools or knaves, who fet believers upon feeking it.
¢ And now I every where decry the doctrine of

¢ perfection
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¢ perfection as a dangerous delufion. I fét people
?-againft it wherever T go; and my zéal in’this
* refpeét has ‘been attended with the greateft fuc«
¢ cefs. Ihave damp’d the hopes of many perfecs
* tionifts; and I have profelyted feveral to the
¢ doétrine of chriftian imperfection. With them 1
"¢ now quietly wait to be purified fromindwelling
¢ fin in the article of death, and to be made perfe&
* in another world, not-only in duty to my parents,
* in loyalty ‘to the king, in charity to the poor,
¢ and love to my wife ; butalioin patience towards
¢ thofe who crofs my will, and in love to all'my
‘¢ enemies.’ ' '

This abfurd fpeech is, 1 fear, ‘the language of
many hearts, altho’ it does not openly drop from
many lips. Thus are you, O ye perfeét pharifees,
the great inftruments, by which the Tempter tears
awpy the fhield of thofe unfettled Ifraelites, who
dook more at your inconfiftencies, than they do at
the beauty of holinefs, the promife of God, the
‘blood of Chrift, ard the power of the fpirit.

But this 1s not all, as ye deftroy the budding
faith of fincere perfeCtionifts, fo ye firengthen the
‘unbelief of the folifidians. Thro’ yeu their preju-
-dices are grown up into a fixed deteftation of chrif-
tian perfeCtion. Ye have hardened them in'ttheir
-error, and furnifhed them with plaufible argumments
-to deftroy the truth which ye contend for. ~ Did ye
never hear their triumphs ? ¢ Ha! ha! So would
“ we haveit! Thefe are fome of the people who
¢ ftand up .for finlels perfection! They are all
¢ alike. Did not I tell you, that you would find .
< them out to be no better than temporary monfters ?
¢ What monftrous pride? What touchinefs, obfti-
¢ nacy, bigotry, and ftoicifm chara&erizes them !
“ How do they {train at gnats and {ivallew camels !
¢ I had rather be an open drunkard than a perfec-

< tionifts. Publicans and harlots fhall enter into

* the kingdom of heaven before them.’—Thefe are
the cutting {peeches to which your glaring incon-
Gftency, and the fevere prejudices of our oppo-

o U nens
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nents give birth. Isit not deplorable that your
rempers fhould thus drive men to abhor the doétrine
which your lips recommend !

And what do ye get by thus difpiriting the rea]
friends of chriftian perfection, and by furnithing
its fworn enemies with fuch fharp weapons againft
it? Think ye that the mifchief ye do fhall not re-
coil upon yourfelves ? Is not Chrift the fame yef-
terday, fo day, and for ever? If he detefted the
perfet pharifaifm of unhumbled jews, will he ad-
mire the perfect felf-righteoufnefs of afpiring chrif>
tians ? If he formerly reffffed the proud, and gave
grace to the bumble, what reafon have' ye to hope
‘that he will fubmit to your fpiritual pride, and re-
ward your religious oftentation with a crown of glo-
1y? Ye perhaps cry out againft antinomianifm, and
Icommend you for it : but are ye not deeply tainted
with the worft fort of antinomianifm,—that which
ftarches, ftiffens, and fwells the foul? Ye juftly
bear your teftimony againft thofe who render the
law of Chrift of none effect to believers, by de-
grading it into a rule, which they ftrip of the pu-
nitive and remunerative fanttions, with which it
-ftands armed in the facred records. But are ye not
-doubly guilty, who maintain that this law is itill in
force as”a law, and neverthelefs refufe to pay it
fincere, internal obedience? For when ye break
the firf/ commandment of Chrift’s evangelical law,
by pradtically difcarding penitential poverty of Jpirits
and when ye tranfgrefs the /aff, by abhorring the
lowef? place, by difdaining to wa/b each other’s feet,
and by refufing to prefer oithers in honour beforeyours

' JHwes; are ye not guilty ot breaking all the law,
"by breaking it in one point—in the capital point
“of humble love, which runs thro’ all the parts of
.the law, as vital blood does thro’ all the parts of ~
the body ? O how much more dangerous is the

- cafe of an wnbumbled man, who f%fly walks in robes
of filf-made perfidtion, thanthatof an humble man,
who, thro’ prejudice and the force of example
meekly walks in robes of flf-imputed rightconfnefs ! &

Behold'
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Behold, thou calleft thyfelfa perfet chriffiar,
and refteft in the evangelical law of Chrift, which
is commonly called the gofpel: ‘Thou makeft thy
boaft of God; and knoweft his will, and approvett
the things that are more excellent, even she wa
of chriftian perfetion, being inftruted out of the
gofpel; and art confident that thou thyfelf art a.
guide of the blind, a light of them who are in dark-
nefs, an inftru&or of the foolifh, and a teacher of
babes, or imperfet believers; having the form of
knowledge and of the truth in the gofpel. Thou
therefore who teacheft another, teacheft thou not
thyfelf ? Thou that preacheft another fhould not
break the law of Chrift, thro’ breaking it difhonour-
eft thou God? For the mame of God is blaf-
phemed thro’ you, among thofe who feek an acca~
fion to blafpheme it. See Rom. ii. 17, &c. And
think ye that ye fhall efcape the righteous judg-
ment of God * Has Chrift no woes but for jewith
pharifees ? Q be no longer miftaken. Before ye
are punifhed by being here given up to a reprobate
mind, and by being hereaf%er' caft into the hell of
hypocrites, the outer darknefs where there will be
more weeping, wailing, and gnathing of teeth than
in any other hell !—before ye are overtaken hy the
awful hour of death, and the dreadful day of judg-
ment ; prafically learn, that chriftian perfection
s the mind' which was in Chrift ;—efpecially his
humble, meek, quiet mind ;—his gentle, free,
Toving fpirit.. Aim at it by finking into deep felf~
abhorrence ; and not by ufing, as ye have hitherto
done, the empty talk and profeffion of chriftian
pe.rge&ion, as a ftep to reach the top of fpiritual

ride.

P Miftake me'not = 1 do not blame you for holding
the dotrine of chriftian perfection, but for wilfully
mifling the only way which leads to it; I mean
the humble, meek, and loving Jefus, who fays, I
am the way, and the door : By me if any man enter
in, be fball be faved into fo great falvation. He that
enteress not by this door i{;a this fheepfobd, but climbeth

| 2 ' np
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ap fome other avay; [and efpecially. he that climb--
eth by the way of pharifaic formality} rhe fame is.
a thief and a robber : He. that robs. Chrift of his
glory, and pretends to what he has no more right.
to, thana thief has to your property. Would ye
then beright? Do notcaft away. the doétrine of
an evangelically-finlefs holinefs; but contend more
for it with your heart than with your lips. With
all'your foul prefs after fuch a perfeftion as Chrift,
St. Paul, and St. John taughtand exemplified ;—
a perfe€tion of meeknefs. and humble love. Ear-.
neftly believe all the woes which the gofpel de-
nounces againt felt-righteous pharifees,. and all.
the bleflicgs which it promifes. to perfe& penitents.

Drink lefs into. the, letter, and more into the fpirit..

Thirft afier.the gentle and humble fpirit of Chrift..
till, like a fountain of living water, it {pring up to
everlafting life in yoqur heart. Yehave climbed to

the pharifaic perfe@ion of Saul of Tarfus, when-

touching the righteoufnefs of. the Jaw, be aasblamelef;..
Wouldg ye now attain the evangelical perfeftion,
which he was poflefled of, when he faid, Les us, as.
many as arc perfeld, be thus minded? Only follow
him thro’ the regeneration :  Fallto the duft before-
God : Rife-conicious of the blindnefs of your heart,
meekly. deplore it. with penitential fhame: And if"
you follow the dire&ions laid down in the third ad-
drefs, I doubt, not but, dangerous as your cafe is:
at prefent, you will be, like St. Paul, as eminent
for chriftian perfe@ion, as. you have hitherto begp.
for pharifaic holinefs. ’

e
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SECTION XVIL
A Addrefs to projudiced Inperfeétionifise

Fear that, #ess to the perfons whom I have juft
I addrefled,. ye injure the caufe of holinefs, O ye
believers, who have been deluded into doétrinal
antinomianifin, by the bad arguments which are
anfivered in the preceding pages. Permit me
therefore to addrefs you neaz; nor fuffer prejudice
to muke you throw away this expoftulation, before
you have granted it a fair perufal. -

Ye directly or indireGtly plead for the neceffary
continuance of indwelling fin in your own hearts,,
and in the hearts of all true chriftiansi But may
I be fo bold as to afk, Who gave you leave fo to-
do? And when were ye commiilioned to propagate
this unholy gofpel 2 Was it at your bapti{m, when.
ye were ranked among Chrift’s foldiers, and recei-
ved a chriftian name, in token that ye would keep-
God’s boly will and commandments all the days of your
life ?—and. that you would not &e afbamed to fighe
manfully againft the world, the Aefby and the devil unto
Jour life’s end? Are not thefc three enemies ftron
enough, {ufficiently to exercife your patience, ani
try your warlike fkill to the laft » Did your fpon-
fors promife for you that you would quarter a fourth:
enemy, called indwelling fin; in your very breaft,.
let ye' fhould not have enemies enough to fight
againft? On the contrary, were ye not exhorted
¢ utterly to abalifb the whole body of fin?” 1f fo; is

1t not ftrange, that ye fhould fpend part of your

g’ecious time in pleading, under virious pretexts,
r the prefervation of heart-fin, a fin this, which:
gives life, warmth and vigor, tothe whole body of
fin ? And is it not deplorable, that, inftcad of con-
fcientioufly fulfilling your baptifmal engagements,.
ye thould attack thofe, who defire to fulhl them by
witerly abolifling the wwh.le body of fin

, [SREY Bue
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But ye.are, perhaps, minifters of the eftablithed:
church : And, in this café, I afk, When did the-
Bifhop fend you upon this.ftrange warfare ? Was it
-at your ton;;maﬁon, in which he bound upon you
your folemn obligations to Aecp God’s holy will and
commandments, {o as uiterly to abolifh the whvle body
of fin? Is it prohable that he commifiioned you ta
pull down what he confirmed; and to demolifh the
perfeftion, which he made you vow to attain, and
to walk in a/l the days of your life? 1f the Bifhop
gave you no fuch commiffion at your confirination,
did' he- do it at your ordination, when he faid, Re-
ceive authority ta preach the. avord’of God ?- Is there
no difterence between the.avord of God, which cuts.
up all fin, roet andbranch ;. and the word of Satan,
which afferts the propriety of the continuance of-

heart-fin during term of lfe ?>—If not: Did the-

Bifhop do it when he exhorted and charged you.
¢ never to ceafe your:labour, care, and diligence;.
till you have done all that lieth in you, to bring
all fuch as are committed to your charge, to

I
[ 19
13

“¢ among you, for error in religion or vicioufnefs

¢¢ in life ;”*—that is, I' apprehend, till the truth,
of the- gofpel, and the love of the fpirit; have per=.
feftly punified the minds, and renewed the hearts;,
of all your hearers ?

How can ye, in all your confeffions and facra--
mental offices, renounce fin, the accurfed thing:

which God abhors, and which obedient believers:

deteft ; and yét plead for its life, its ftiength, its
conflant energy, fo long as-we are in this world -
We could better bear with you, if ye appropriated
an hand or a foot, an eye or an ear to fin during
term of life: But who can bear your -pleas for the
neceflary continuance of fin inthe HeARrT ?Is it not
enough that this murderer of Chrift, and all man-
kind rambles about the walls of the city ? Will ye
ftill infinuate that- he muft have the citadel to tive
Jath, and keep it garrifon’d with filthy lufts, bafe

. . affedtions, .

that agreement of - faith, and that perfeéinefs of -
¢ age in Chrift, that there fhall be no place left..

[
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affetions, bad témpers, or ¢¢ diabolonians,’” wha,,
Tike prifoners, fhow themfelves at the gratc; and.
¢ like fnakes, toads, and wild beafts, are the fiercer-
¢ forbeing confined : ” Who has taught you thus
to reprefent Chrift as the Keeper, and not the De~
[flrover of our corruptions ? If believers are truly
willing to get rid o' tin, but cannot, becaufe Chritt
has bolted their hearts with an adamantine decrec,.
which prevents fin from being turned out:—if he
has irrevocably given leave to indwelling fin, to
quarter for lite inevery chriffian’s heart, as the
Ring of Francein the laft century, gaveleave tohis.
dragoons to quarter for fome months in the houfes
of the poor opprefled. proteftants; who does not.
fee that Chrift may be called the profecuor of in--
divelling fin, rather thanits enemy ¢

Ye abfurdly complain that the do¢trine of chrif--
tian perfetion does not exalt our Saviour, becaufe-
it reprefents him as radically faving his obedient-
people from their indwelling fn-in this life. But:
ure ye not guilty of the very error which ye charge
upon us,. when ye infinuate that he cannot or avill!
not fay to ourinbred fins, Fhofe' mine enemics awhiih.
avill not that I fboudd reign over them, bring hither,.
and flay them before me ¢ If a common judge has

- gower to pafs fentence of death upon all the rob-

ers, and murderers who are Toperly profecuted ;.
and if they are hang’d and deitroy’d in a few days,.
weeks, or months, 1n confequence of his fentence ;-

. how ftrangely do ye refle¢t upon Chrift, and revive:

the Agag within us, when Ye infinuate, that he
[the Judge of all] who was "manifefled for this very
purpofe; that be might deflroy the avorks of the devil, 1o
far forgets his errand, that he never deffroys indwel.-

_ ling fin in one of his willing people, fo long as they

‘arein thisworld; altho’thatfin is the capital, and

moft mifchievous awork of the devil ?

" Your dodtrine of the neceffary continuance of

indwelling fin in all faithful believers, traduces not

enly the fon of man, but alfo the adorable Trini-

ty.  The Father gives his only begotten Son, his
’ 1faac,,
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Ifaac, to be crucified, that the ram Siz may be:
offered up and flain : but you infinuate that ‘the
life of that curfed ram is fecured by a decree,
which allots it the heart of all believers for a fafe
retreat, and a warm ftable, fo long as we are.in:
this world. You reprefent the Soz as an almighty’
Saviour, who ofters to.make us free from fin ; and.
et appoints, that the galling yoke of indwelling,
fin fhall remain tied to, and bound upon our very
hearts for life.. Ye defcribe the Hrly Ghoff as a
fandifier, who applies Chrift’s all-cleanfing blood.
to the believer’s heart; filling it with the oil of
holinefs and gladnefs : and yet ye fuppofe, thdt
“eur hearts muil neceflarily remain defperately avicked,.
and full of indweling fz ! Is itright to pour con--
tempt upon chrittianity, by. chargng fuch incon+
fitencies upon Father, Son, and Holy Ghott ?

It can hardly be expected, that thofe who thus:
mitreprefent their God, fhould do their neighbour
juftice. Hence the liberty which ye- take, to fix
a blot upon the moft holy charalters, What have
the prophets and apoftles done to you, that ye
fhould reprefent them, not only as men who had’
an beart partly evil to the laff, but alfo as adwvocates:
for the neceffary indwelling of fin in all believers
till death ? And why do ye {o eagerly take your ad--
vantage of doly Paul in particular, and catch at a
figurative mode of fpeech, to infinuate; that he-
was a_carnal auretch, [old under fin, even when bhe
expelted a croum of rightcoufuefs at the hand of his
righteous judge, for having finifbed bis courfe with
the juft men made perfoit ?—Nay, what have we
done to you, shatye fhould endeavour to take from:
us the greateft comfort we have in fighting againft
the remains of fin ? Why will ye deprive us of the-
pleafing and purifying hope of taking the Fericho-
which we encompafs, and killing the Goliath whom'
we attack ?——And what has indwelling fin done for-
you, that ye fhould ftill plead for the propriety of
113 continuance in qur hearts ? Is it not the root of
alloutward fin, and-the fpring of all the ftreams of’

iniquity,.
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iniquity, which carry delolation thro” every pawt
of the globe 2 If ye hate the fruit, why do ye
fo eagerly contend for the neceffary continuance of
the root? And if ye favour godlinefs [for many of
you undoubtedly do] why do you put fuch a con--
clufive argument as this in the mouths of the
wicked : ¢¢ Thele good men contend for the pro-
¢ priety of indwelling fin, that grace may abound :
¢ And why fhould ae not plead for the propriety
¢ of outward fin for the fame important reafon 2
¢ Does not God approve of an honeft heart,. ,
¢ which fcorns to cloke inward iniquity with out-

¢ ward demurenefs ?”

Mzr. Hill has lately publithed an ingenious Dia-
logue, called a lafh at enthufiafin, in which, Page-
26, he ufes an argument againft pleading for luke-
avarmnefs, which, with very little variation, may
be retorted againft his pleading for indweliing fin..
Suffer me, fays he, to put the fentiments of fuch.
¢¢ perfons [as plead for the middle way of luke-
¢ warmnefs ] into the form of a prayer, which we-
¢ may fuppofe would run in fome fuch expreflions
“ as the following. O Lord, thy word requires.
¢ _that I fhould love thee with all my heart, with.
¢ all my mind, with all my foul, and with all my
¢ firength, that I fhould renounce the world,™
{and indwelling fin] *¢ and fhould prefent myfelf as
‘¢ an holy, reafonable, and lively facrifice unto
¢ thee; but Lord thefe are fuch over righteous
< extremes,” [and fuch heights of finlefs perfection}.
¢¢ as I cannot away with: Therefore grant that
¢ thy love, and a moderate fhare of the love of”
¢ the world” [or of indwelling fin] ¢ may both
“ reign” [or at leafl cont'nuwe]. ** in my heart at-
¢ once. I afk it for Jefus Chrift’s fake, Amen.™
=Mr, Hill juftly adds, ¢ Now dear Madam, if
 you are fhock ’d at fuch a petition, confider that
“ 1t is the exa&t language of your ewn heart,
& whilft you can plead tor what you call the middie.
¢ auay ofyreligion.” And I beg leave to take up-
Bis own. argument,, and to-add with equal propriety,.

' «“ Now

£
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% Now dear Sirs, if you are fhock’d at fuch a peti--
¢ tion, confider thatitis the exalt language of
¢ your own hearts, whilft ye can plead for whar
¢ ye call indwelling fin, or the remains of fin.”
or can I fee what ye get by fuch a conduct.
‘The excruciating thorn of indwelling fin fticks in
your hearts: We affert that Chrift caz and «will ex-
tract it,. if ye plead his promife of fanéifying yow
awholly, in foul, body, and fpirit. But ye fay,
¢¢ This cannot be:” The thorn mzff ¢ ftay in,
¢ till death extract it: And the leprofy fball cleave
¢ to the walls till the houfeis demolsthed.” Juft
as if Chrift, by radically cleanfing the lepers in the
days of his flefh, had not given repeated proofs of
the abfurdity of your argument! Juft as if part
of the gofpel was not, The lepers are cleanfed, and
If the Son make you free, you fball b8 FREE INDEED!

If ye get nothing in pleading for chriftian imper--
feCtion, permit me to tell you what you.lofe by it,.
and what ye might get by fteadily going on to:
perfeéﬁon, ’

(1) Ifye earneftly aimed at chriftian perfettion,.
ye would have a bright teftimony in your own foul,.
that you are fincere, and that ye walk agreeably to-
your baptifmal engagements. I have already ob-.-
ferved, that fome of the moft pious Calvinifts Xonbj,,
if thofe who do not purfue chriftian perfection are
chriftians atall, Hence it follows, that the more-
earneftly ﬁyou purfue it, the ftronger will be-
your confidence, that you are upright chriftians :
And when ye fhall be perfedted in love, ye fhalk
have that evidence of your fincerity, which will
perfe@ly cafl out fervile fear avbich has torment, and
nourifh- the filial fear which has fafety and delight.
Itis hard to conceive how we can conftantly enjo
the full affurance of. faith out of the ftate of chrif--
tinn perfetion. For fo long as a chriftian inwardly
breaks Chrift’s evangelical law,. he is juftly con-
demn’d in his own confcience. If his heart does:

~ pot condemn him for it, it is merely becaufe be-
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is afleep in the lap of antinomianifm. On the
other hand, fays St. John, If our heart condemnus,
God is greater than our beart, and knoweth all things
that make for our condemnation. But if we lowve
indeed and in truth, which none but the perfe do
at all times, beredy ae know that we are of the truth,
and fball ASSURE OUR HEARTS before bim. 1 John
iii, 19, 20.

(2) The 1‘{)erfcé't chriftian, who has left all to
follow Chrift, is peculiarly near and dear to God.
He is, if I may ufe the expreflion, one of God’s
favourites; and his prayers are remarkably an-
fwered. ‘This will appear to you indubitable, if ye
<an receive the teftimony of thefe whoare perfec-
ted in obedientlove. Beloved, fay they, wbatfoever
«we afk, we receive of him ; BECAUSE ave keep bis com-
mandments, and do thofe things awhich are pleafing i
bis fight ; that is, becanfe we are perfeéted in obedi-
ent love. 1 John, iii, 22. Tlis peculiar bleffing
ye lofe by defpifing chriftian perfection, Nay, fo
‘great is the union which fubfilts between God and
the perfe¢t members of his Son, that it is com-
pared to dwelling in God, and having God duvelling
zz us in fuch a manner, that the Father, the Son,
and the Comfarter are faid to make their abode with
nus. At that day [when ye fhall be perfected in
one] ye fhall know that I am jn my Father, and yow
in me, and I in you—If a man love me, he aill keep
my ords ; and my Father will love him ; and we w:ill
come to him, and make our ABODE avith bim. John
xiv. 20, 23.—Again: He that kecpeth God's com-
mandments dwelleth in God, and Godin him. 1 John
il 240=—=¥e are my {dcarel] friends, if ye do awhat~
Soewver I command you: [i. e. if ye attain the per-
tection of your difpenfation] John xv, 14.—Once
more : Kecp my commandments, and I will pray the
Fatber, and be fball give you another comforter that be
may ABIDE with yox for ever. John, xiv. 15, 16,
From thefe fcriptures it appears, that, under every
difpenfation, the perfeft, or they who keep the
commandments, have unfpeakable advantages, from
which the lovers of imperfeQtion debar themfelves.

(3) Ye
\
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{3) Ye brin‘g far lefs glory to God in the ftate
«f indwelling fin, than ye would do if ye were
g{:crfe&ed in love; for perfect chriftians [all things
‘being equal] glorify God more than thofe who re~
main full of inbred iniquitys Hence it is, that in
the very chapter where our Lord fo ftrongly pref-
fes chriftian perfection upon his difciples, he fays,
Lot your Uixht fo fbinc before men, that they may fee
your good works, and glorify your Father avko is i
“beaven, Mat. v. 16.—~For, Hercin is my Father glo-
rified, that ye bear much fruit. eé{ohn xv. 8. Itis
true that the fruit of the perfet is not always reli-
thed by men, who' judge only according to appear-
ances: but God, who judges righteous judgment,
finds it rich and precious: And therefore tic two
mites which the poor widow gave with a chearful
and perfet heart, were more precious in his ace
count, and brought him more glory, than all the
money which the imperfect worfhippers cait into the
treafury, tho’ fone of them caffin much, Hence
alio our Lord commanded that the work of pertect
1ove, which Mary wrought, when fhe anointed his
Teet -for his burial, fhould be told for a memorial
of ber, avherever this [the chriftian] go/pel fhould be
preacked in the awhbole aworld. Such is the honour,
which the Lord pufs upon the branzhes in him that
bear fruit to pertection!

(4) The perfe®t chriftian [all things being
equal] is a more ufeful member of fociety than
the imperfect. Never will ye be fuch humble
men, fuch good parents, fuch dutitul children,
fuch loving brothers, fuch loyal fubjedts, fuch kind
mneighbours, fuch indulgent hufbands, and fuch
faithtul friends, as when ye fhall have obtained the
perfeé fincerity of obedience. Ye will then, in
Your degree, have the fimplicity of the gentle
dove, the patience of the lahorious ox, the courage
of the magnanimous lion, and the wifdom of the
'wary ferpent, without any of its poifon. In your
little fphere of ation ye will abound in the work
of faith, the patience of hope, and the labour of

love

—_~—— an
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love, far more than ye did before: For a field
properly weeded, and cleared from briars, is natu-
rally more fruitful than one, which is fhaded by
fpreading brambles, or filled with the indvelling
roots of noxious weeds ; it being a capital miftake
of the fpiritual hufbandmen, who till the Lord’s
field in myftical Geneva, to fuppofe that the plant
of humility thrives beft, when thc roots of indzvel;
ling fins are twifted around it’s root. '

*(5) None but juf? men made perfe are meet to be
made partakers of the inbcritance among the faints in
light; an inheritance this, which no man is fit for,
tll he has parificd himjilf from all filibine/s of the fle/b
and fpirit, It modern divines therefore, affurc

_you, that a believer full of indwelling fin has

a full title to heaven, believe them not; for
the Holy Ghoft has faid, that the believer who
breaks the laww of liberty in one point, is guilty of all,
and that »o defilament fhall enter into heaven : And
our Lord himielf has affured us, that the PURE 1IN
HEART /ball fee God, and that they who avere ready
for that fight, event in avith the bridigroom 1o the
marriage-fcafi of the lamb. And who is ready?
Undoubtedly the believer whofe lamp is trimmed
and burning. But is a {piritual lamp trimmed,
when its flame is darkened by the black fungus of
indwelling fin? Again: Who fhall be faved into
glory, but the man whofe beart is avajbed from ini-
guity ? But is that heart awafbed, which continues *
tull of indwelling corruption? Wo be therefore
to the heathens, jews, and chriftians, who trifle
away the accepted time, and die out of a ftate of
heathen, jewith, or chriftian perfection ! They have
no chance of going to heaven, but thro’ the purga-
tory preached by the heathens, the papifts, and the
calvinifts. Andy thould the notions of the'e purga-
tories be groundlefs, it unavoidably follows, that
unpurged or imperteét fouls muft, at death, rank
with the unready fouls, whom our Lord calls foolifb
wirgins, and againft whom the door of heaven will
be /buz, How awful is this confideration, my dear

' brethren !
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brethren! How fhould it make us ftretch every
nerve till we have attained th~ perfe€tion of our
difpenfation ! I would not encourage tormenting
fears in an unfcriptural manner; but I fhould
rejoice if all who call Jefus, Lord, would mind his
folemn declarations ; [ fay unto you, my friends, Be
not afraid of them that kill the body, &c. but I avill
Jorewarn you whom you fhall fear : Fear him, whe
afier he bath killed, hath power to caff into bell: Yea
1 fay unto you fear him, who will burn in the fire
of wrath, thofe who harbour the indwelling man of
fin, left he fhould be utterly confumed by the fire
of love.

Should ye cry out againft this doétrine, and atk
if all imperfet chriftians are in a damnable ftate ?
‘We reply that fo long as a chriftian believer fin-
cerely prefles after chrittian perfe@ion, he is fafe;
becaufe he is in the way of duty, and were he to
die at midnight, before midnight God would cer-
tainly bring him to chriftian perfettion, "or bring
chrit{ian perfection to him ; fgr we are confident of
his wery thing, that be, aho bath begun a good work
in them, aill perform it until the day of Fejus Chrift,
&ecaufe they avork out their own falvation avith fear
and trembling.  But if a believer falls, loiters, and
refls upon former experiences ; depending upon a
felf-made, pharifaical perfetion, or upon a felf.
amputed, antinomian perfection ; our chief meflage
to him is that of St. Paul, Awake, thou that flecpef?,
— Auwake to righteoufnefs and fin not, for thou haft not
#he heart-puritying knowledge of God, ewbich is eternal
life. Arife from the dead: Call for oil, and Chrift
avi! give thee light, Otherwife thou fhalt fhare the
dreadful fate of the lukewarm Laodiceans, and of
the foolith virgins, whefe lamps avent out, inftead of

Shining more and more 2o the perfiil day.

(6) This is not all: As ye will be fit for judge-
ment, and a glorious heaven, when ye fhall be per-
fe@ted m love; fo you will atually enjoy a gra-
cious heaven in your own foul. You will poflefs
within yoy the kingdom of God, which confifts in
' . fettled
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fettled righteoufucfs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghof?,
But fo long as ye ncgleCt chniftian perfettion, and
continue fold under indwelling fin, ye not only rifk
the lofs of the heaven of heavens, but ye lofe a
little heaven upon earth: for perfet chriftians are
fo full of peace and love, that they triumph in Chrift
with joy unfpeakable and full of ghry, and rejoice in
tribulation, with a patience which bas its perfe work.
Yea, they count it all joy awhen they fall into divers
#rials: And fuch 1is their deadnefs to the world,
that they are eaceeding glad, avhen men fay all manner

of cvil of them fallly for Chriff’s fake. How defirable

18 fuch a ftate! And who, but the blefled above,
ean enjoy an happinefs fuperior to that of him who
can fay, J an ready to be offeredup.  The fling of death
is fin, and the firength of fin is the law: but, O death,
avkere is thy fling 2 Not in my heart, fince the righ~
teoufucfs of the law is fulfilled in us, who walk not afier
the fle/by but afier the fpirit;~—Not in my mind, for
10 be fpiritually minded is life and peace.. Now this
peculiar_happinefs ye lofe, fo long as ye continue
imperfe&t chriftians.

(7) But, fuppofing a chriftian, who dies in &
ftate of chriftian imperfetion, can efcape damnation,.
and make thift to get to heaven ; it 1s certain that

he cannot go into the glorious manfion of perfect’

chriftians, nor fhine among the ftars of the firft
magnitude. The wifh of my foul is, that, if God’s
wifdom. has fo ordered it, imperfe& chriftians may
one day rank among perfe& jews, or perfe&t hea-
thens. But even upon this fuppofition, what will

they do with their indwelling fin? For a perfe

entile, and a perfet jew, are without guile accord-
ing to their light, as wellas a perfect chriftian,

Lean not then to the doctrine of the propriety, and-

continuance of indwelling fin till death ;——a doétrine

this, on which a Socrates or a. Melch:fedec, would be

afraid to venture his heathen perfeGtion, and eter-

pal falvation. On the contrary, by chriftian perfecs

tion ye may rife to the brighteft crowns of righte-

oufnefs, and fhine hike il,” Jun in the kingdom of youn
Y

Fa‘)}‘ro\

4
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Father., O for a noble ambition to obtain one of
the firff feats it glory ! O for a conftant, evange-
lical ftriving, to have the moft abundant entrance
miniflered unto you into the kingdom of Ged! O for a
throne among thofe peculiarly redeemed faints,
who fing the new fong, which none car learn but them-
felves! It is not Chrift’s to give thofe exalted
thrones out of mere diitinguithing grace: No:
They may be forfeited ; for they fhall be given to
thofe for whom they are prepared ; and they are
prepared for them, who [evangelically-fpeaking}
are worthy, They fhall avalk wvith me in avhite, for
they ARE worTHY, fays Chrift; and they fhall £
at my right band, and at my left in my kingdom, who
fhall be worthy of that honour : for them that honour
me, Jays the Lord, I avill honour.—Behold I come
quickly : My reward is wvith me, and Iavill render ta
every man according to bis works. And what reward,
think ye, will Chrift give yox, O my dear, miftaken
brethren, if he finds you ftill. pafling jefls upon the
do&trine of chriftian perfetion, which he fa ftrongly
recommends ?—Still pleading for the continuance
of indwelling fin, which he fo greatly abhors 2

(8) Your whole fyftem .of indwelling fin and
imputed perfeétion ftands upon two of the moft dan-
gerous and falfe maxims which were ever advanced.
The firft, which begets antinomian prefumption,
runs thus, ¢ Sin cannot deftroy us either in this
-world or in the world to come :” And the fecond

which is produttive of antinomian defpair, is ¢ Sin

cannot be deftroy’d in this world.” O how hard is
it for thofe who worfhip where thefe Syren-fongs
pafs for fweet fongs of Sion, not to be drawn into.
one of thefe fatal conclufions? ¢ What need is
¢¢ there of attacking fin with fo much eagernefs,
¢ fince, even in the name of the Lord, I cannot
¢ deftroy it? And why fhould I refift it with fo.
¢¢ mach” watchfulnefs, fince my eternal life and
¢ falvation are, abfolutely fecured, and the moft
¢ poifonous cup of iniquity cannot deftroy me,
* tho' I fhould drink o? it every day for months.

&6 oy

—— 4
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¢ or years.”—1If ye fondly think, that ye cart nei-
ther go backward into a finful, curfed Egypt, nor
yet go forward into a finlefs, holy Canaan; how
natural will it be for'you to fay, Soul, take thy eafe,
and reft a while in this wildernefs on the pillow of
felf-imputed perfetion # Oh ! how many are fur-
rifed by the midnight cry in this Laodicean reft t.
hat numbers meet death with a folifidian Lord !
Lord ! in their mouths, and with indwelling fin in-
their hearts! And how inexpreflible will be our”
horror, if we perceive our: want of holinefs, and -
chriftiag perfeétion, only when it will be too late:
to attain them !" T'o conclude :-

(9) Indwelling firr is not only the fling of death, -
but the very hell of hells, if I may ufe the expref--
fion: Fora finlefs faint in'a /ocal hell, would dwell -
in an holy, loving God ; and, of - confequence, in:
a fpiritaal heaven: Like Shadrach in Nebuchad~
nezzar’s fiery furnace, he might have devouring
flames' curling about himj;: but, within him, he:
would {till have the flame of divine love, and the -
joy of a good confcience. But fo much of ‘ndavel- -
ling fin-as we carry about us, . fo much of izdwel-
ling bell ;—fo much of the fting, which pierces the
damn’d ;—fo much of the fpiritual fire; which will
burn up the wicked ;=—~f{o much of the never-dying
worm, which will prey upon" them ;—-fo much of ’
the dreadful infitument, which will rack them ;—fo +
much. of Satan’s image, which'will frighten them ;-
~{o much of the charaeriftick, by which the"
devil’s children fhall be'diftinguifhed from the chil--
dren of God ;—fo much of the black mark, where--
by the goats fhall be feparated from the fheep, To <
plead ‘therefore. for the continuance of indwelling
fin, is not better than'to plead-for keeping in your -
hearts one of the fharpeff ftings of death, and orte, -
of the hotteft coals in hell-fire. On the other hand,
to attain. chriftian perfeQion is to have thelaft fea- -
ture of Belial’s image erafed. from yoeur loving fouls, .
the laft bit of the fting of death extratted from -
your compofed breafts, and the laft fpark of heli-fire -

. extinguifhed . in- your peaceful bofoms. . It.is to -
' 3. enter s
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enter into the fpiritual reft, which remains on earth
tor the people of God;—a delightiul reft this,
where your foul will enjoy a calm, in the midit of
outward ftorms; and where your fpirit will no
longer be tofled by the billows of fwelling pride,.
difiatisfied avarice, pining envy, diiappointed.
hopes, fruitlefs cares, dubious anxiety, turbulent
anger, fretting impatience, and racking unbelief..
It 1s to enjoy that even ftate of mind, in which all
things will work together for your good. There
your love will bearits excellent fruits duringthe
tharpeft winter of afilition, as well as in the fineit
fummerof profperity. There you will be more
and more fettled in peaceful humili;y. There youw
will continually grow in an holy familiarity with
the friend of penitent finners; and your profpect
of eternal felicity will brighten every day*.
Innumerable are the advantages which eftablifhed,.
perfect chriftians have over carnal, unfettled belie-
vers, who continue fold under indwelling fin. And
will ye defpife thofe bleflings to your dying day,
© ye prejudiced imperfectionifts # Will ye fecure-
to yourfelves the contrary, curfes ? Nay, will yer
entail them upon the generations which are yet un--
born, by continuing to print, preach, or argue for
the continuance of indwelling fin, the capital woe-
belonging to the deviland his angels # God forbid I
We hope better things from you; not doubting
but the error of feveral of you lies chiefly in your-
judgment and fprings from a mifunderflanding of
: : the

# If the arguments and expoftulations contained in thefe fheets-
are rational and foriptural ;. Is not Mr. Wetley in the right,
when he fays, that ¢ All Preachers thould make a point, of:
¢ preaching pecfeciion to believers, conftantly, ftrorngly, and.
¢ explicitly : ”  And that ® All believers thould mind this ene
“ #hing, and continually agonize for it ¢ And do not all the-
nunifters, who preach againtt chiifiian perfec?ion, preach againft
the fe% Vion of chriflianily, oppofe holivefs, refift sbe fan&ifying,
ozhasitisin Fefes, recommend an unferipteral purgarory, plead

for fisy infiead of friving againft ity and deluds imperfect chrig
+laag into Lavdicean cafe?

gy
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the queition, rather than from a malicious oppofi-
tion to that holire’s, without which no maun thall
fec the Lord.  With pleufure we remember, and
follow St. Jude’s loving direétion: Cfjome [the:
fimple-hearted, who are feduced into antinomia-
niim] bave compafion; making a difference: dnd
others [the bigots and cbtlinate feducers, who wil-
fully fhut their eyes againft the truth] fowe with
Jears bating even the garment fpotted by the fleh ;.
altho’ they will not be athamed to plead for the
continuance of a defiling fountain of carnality in
the very heart of all God’s pecple. We are tully
perfuaded, my dearbrethren, that we fhould wrong
you, if we did not acknowledge, that many of you
have a fincere defire to be faved by Chritt into all

urity of heart and life; and with regard to fuch
mnperteétionifts, our chief complaint is, that their
defire is not according to kaowvldye.

If others of you, of a diterent ftamp, fhould
laugh at thefe pages ; and [ftill producing banter
inftead of argument] ithould costinue to fay,
¢ Where are your perfect chriftians ¢ Shewus
but one, and we will believe your duitrine of per-
feCtion:” I fhall juft put them in mind of St.
Peter’s awful prophecy: Knoev this firfh, thar there

_Jkall come in the laft days jeoflers avalking afier their

own [indwelling] lufis, and faying, W bere is the pro-
mife of bis piritual com'ng [to muke an end of fin,
throughly to purge his floor, and toburn the chaff
with unquenchable fire ?] For fince the fathers felk
aflecp, all things continuc as they avcre from the begin-
ning : All believers are ftill carnal and fold under
fin as well as father Paul.—And if fuch mockers eon~
tinue to difplay their prejudice by fuch taunts, L
fhall take the liberty to thew them their own picture,
by pointing at thofe prejudiced profeflors otold,
who faid, concerning the moit perfett of all the-
perte&t, ¢ What fign fhewrefl thow, that we may re-
ceive thy doctrine ? Come down from the crofs, and
ave avill believe.”” O the folly and danger of fuchs
fcoffs ! Blcf’d is be that futeth not in this feat of the

Jeornful,



( 248 ) Selt. 18.

Seornful, and’ maketh much of them that fear the Lord. .
Yea, he is dicfed next te them who are wndefiled’
[perfe&] in the way, who walk in the law of the
Lord, keep bis teflimonics, and feek bim with their-
WHOLE HEART. Pf cxix. 1, 2.

Should ye afk: ¢ To what purpofe' do you
¢ make all this ado about chriftian perfe@ion ? Do-
¢¢ thofe who maintain this do¢trine live more holy
¢ and ufeful lives than other believers?” I.
anfwer : .

(1) Every thing being equal, they undoubtedly
do, if they hold not the truth in unrighteoufnefs ;:
for the beft principles, when they are cordially
embraced, . will always produce the beft pratices.— -
But alas!. too many merely contend tor chriftian.
perfetion in a fpeculative, fyftematical manner..
They recommend it to others with their lips, as a_
point of dotrine which makes a part of their reli--
gious fyftem; inftead of following after it with .
their hearts, as a blefling which they mutt attain, .
if they will not be found as unprepared for judg- -
ment as the foolith virgins; Thele  perfettionitts -
are, fo far, hypocrites; nor fhould their fatal in.-
confiftency make us defpife the truth which they-
‘contend f%,r, any more than the' condu¢t of thou--
fands, who contend for the truth of the fcriptures, .
while they live in- full. oppofition to the fcripturesy.
ought to make us défpife the bible. . :

(z) On the other hand, fome gracious perfons:
[like the pious and inconfifient® antinomians, whom I.
have defcribed’ in the preceding checks] fpeak .
againft chriftian perfeGtion with theirlips, but can- -
not help following hard-after it with their- hearts;.
and while they do fo, tliey fometimes attain the.-
thing, although they continue to quarrel with the-
name.. Thefe perfe&t imperfectioniits undoubtedly
adorn the gofpel of Chrift far more than the imper- -
fett, hypocritical perfetionifts, whom I-bave juft
defcribegl and God, who looks-at the fimplicity
of the heart more - than at* the confiftency of the
judgment, pities: their. miftakes and accepts their
works, ,

: But
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But (3.) Some there are, who both maintain
doétrinally and praftically the neceflity of a perfet
devotednefs of ourfelves to God. They hold the
truth, and they hold it in wifdom and righteoufnefs :

Their tempers and conduét entforce it, as well as-

their words and profeflion. And, on this account,
they have a great advantage over the two preceding
clafles of profeflors. Reafon and revelation jointly
crown the orthodoxy and faithfulnefs of thete perfec?
perfectionifls, who neither ftrengthen the hands of
the wicked, nor excite the wonder of the judicious,
by abfurdly pleading for indwelling fin with their
Kps, while they firive to work righteoufne{s with

" their hands and hearts.—If ye candidly weigh this.
three-fold diftinétion, I doubt not but ye will blame
the frrationalinconfiftency of HOLY IMPERFECTIO-
N1sTs, condemn the immoral inconfiftency of un-
HOLY PERFECTIONISTS, and agree with me, that
the mott excellent chriftian is a CONSISTENT, HO=
LY PERFECTIONIST.

And now, my dear, miftaken brethren, take in
good part thefe plain folutions, expoftulations, and
reproofs : ‘And give glory to God by believing,
that he can and wil/ yet fave you to the uttermoft
from your evil tempers, if ye humbly come to
him by Chrift. Day and night atk of him the new
keart, which keeps the commandments; and when
ve fhall have received it [if you keep it with all di-
ligence] fin fhall no more pollute it than it polluted
our Lord’s foul, when he faid, If ye keep my com<
mandments, ye fball abide in my love ; even as I have
kept my Father’s commandments, and abide inbis love,
Burn in the mean time the unhallowed pens, and
bridle the rath tongues, with which ye have pleaded
for the continuance of fin till death. Honour us
with the right hand of fellowthip; and, like re-
conciled brethren, let us at every opporturity lovs
ingly fall upon our krees together, to impiore the
help of him, who can do far cxceeding abundantly
above all that we aft orth'nk. Nor let us give him

auy reft, till he has perfeted all our fouls in the
charity
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charity which rejoiceth in the truth without prejudice,
in the obedience which keeps the commandments.
without referve, and in the perfeverance which
finds that in keeping of them there is great reward.
Nothing but fucha conduét as this, can remove
the ftumbling blocks, which the €ontentions ye:
breed have laid in the way of a deiftical world.
When the men whom your miftakes have hardened,
will fee you liften to feripture and reafon, who-
knows but their prejudices may fubfide, and fome:
of them may yet fay, * See the good which arifes.
from friendly controverfy! See how thefe chrif-
tians defire to be perfedfed in one ! They now under-
ftand one another. Bubylonifh confufionis at am
end ; evangelical truth prevails; and love, the moit
delicious fruit of truth, vifibly grows to chriftiar
perteétion.”—God grant that [thio” the concur-
rence of your candor] this may foon be the lan-
guage of all thofe, whom the bigotry of profeflors
has confirmed in their prejudices againft chriftia

anity.

Should this plain addrefs have fo far worked upom:
you, my dear brethren, as to abate the force of
your averfion to the doctrine of pure love, or to-
flagger your unaccountable faithin a death-purgato--
ry ; and fhould you ferioufly afk which is the way to.
chriffian perfetion, 1 intreat you to pafs on to the
next feGtion, where, I hope, you will find a ferip-
tural anfwer to fome important queftions, which, &
truft, a few of you are by this time ready ta
propofe. :

SEC
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SECTION XIX.

An Addrefs to imperfeld believers, avbo cordially
embrace the doflrint of chriftian perfedtion.

O UR regard for feripture and reafon,

and your defire te anfiwer the end of God’s
predeflination by being conformed to the image of his
Son, have happily kept, or reclaimed you from
the antinomianifm expofed in thefe theets.

Ye fee the abfolute neceffity of perfonally fulfii-
ling the law of Chrifi : Your botom glows with de-
fire to pcrfed bolinefs in the frar of God: And far
from bluthing to be called perfectionifis, ye openly
-affert, that a perfet faith productive of perfect
love to God and man, is the pearl of great price,
for which you are determined to fell all, and
which [next to Chrift] you will feek early and
late, as the one thing needful for your f{piritual and
eternal welfare. Some diretions therefore, about
the manner of feeking this pearl cannot but be
acceptable to 1vlou, if they are fcriptural and ratio-
;flal; %nd fuch, I humbly truft, are thofe which
follow. :

1. Firft, if ye would attain an evangelically-fin-
lefs perfection, let your full affent to the truth of
that deep dollrine firmly ftand upon the evangelical
foundation of a precept and a promife. A precept
without a promife would not fufliciently animate
you : nor would a promife without a precept pro-
‘perly bind you: but’ a divine precpt, and a divine
promife form an unfhaken foundation. Let then
your faith deliberately reft her right foot upon
thefe PRECEPTS. ' '

Hear, O Ifraely—thou fbalt love the Lord thy God
with ALL THINE HEART, a@nd aith ALL THY

: s0UL,
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sovuL, and with ALL THY MIGHT. Deut. vi, g—
T bon fhalt not bate thy neighbour in thy beart ; thou
Shalt in any avife rebute thy neighbour, and not fuffer
Sin upon bim. T hou flalt not avenge, nor bear any
grudze againfl the children of thy people: but thou
Jkalt LOVE THY NEIGHBOUR AS THYSELF: [ am
the Lord: Y: jhall xERp MY sTATUTES. Lev, xix,
17, 18.—4nd now, Ifrael, wkat does the Lord thy
God REQUIRE of thee, but ta. fear. the Lord thy God,
to walk in bis evavs, and to love him, and to ferve
the Lord thy Ged WITH ALL THY HEART, and
WITH ALL THY SOUL, #0 KEEP THE COMMAND-
MENTS of the Lord thy God, and his flatutes, avhich
I command thee this day for thy good, &c. Circumcifé’
therefore the forchin of your heart, and be no more fiff-
wecked, Deut. x, 12, &c.—3Serve God with a PER-
FECT HEART, @und a WILLING MIND; for the
Lord fearcheth all hearts, and unde:flandeth the ima-
ginations of the thoughts, 1 Chr. xxviil, g.—

Should unbeliet fuggeil, that thefe are only o/d-
¢cflament-injuniions, trample upon the falfe fuggef-
tion, and reft the fame foot of your faith upon the
following mewv-teflament-precepts : Think not that I
am come to defiray thelawv, or the prophets.—I fay unto
you, Love your encmies : Blefs them that curfe you:
Do good to them that hate you, &c; that ye may be the
children of your Father avho is in beaven, &c. For
ifye love them wwbich love you, avbat reward bawve ye ?
Do not ewen the publicans the fame f—BE YE THERE-
FORE PERFECT, even as your Father awbichis in Lea-
wen is perfedt, Mat. v. 17, 44, &c.—If thou aiit
enter into life, KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS, Mat.
Xix. 17.—Bear ye one anothers burdens, and fo FUL-
FIL THE LAw ofF Carist, Gal. vi.2.—~This is
my comnnandment, that ye lowe one another As 1 HAVE
LovEeD You., John xv. 12.—He that loveth anoiber
bah FULFILLED THE LAw : For this, Thou fhalt
aot . commit adultery, &c. Thou jlalt not covet, and
if there be any other commandment, it is biiefly com=
prebended in this faving, Thou [fbalt LOVE THY
NEIGHBOUR AS THYSELF. Leweworketh no ill, &c.

' thercfore,
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therefore. LOVE 1S THE FULFILLING OF THE
Law, Rom. xiii. 8, 10.—7/s COMMANDMENT ave
bawe from him, that be awho love God, love his bro-
ther alfo, 1 John iv. 21.—If ye FULFIL THE ROY-
AL LAW, Thou flalt love thy neighbour asthyfelf, ye
do well. BuT, if ye have rejpect to perfons, ye com-
it fin, and are convinced of the law as tranfgreffors,
Jam. ii. 8, 9.—Circumcifion is mothing, wncircum-
cifion is nothing [ comparatively fpeaking] bu¢ [under
Chrift] ¢be KEEPING OF THE COMMANDMENTS OF
Gop [is the one thing needtul.] 1 Cor. vii. 19.—
For, The END OF THE COMMANDMENT if CHA-~
RITY ; out of a PURE beart, and of a GooD con-
Jcieace, and of FAITH UNFEIGNED. I Tim. i, §.—
The’ I bave all faith, &c. and have not charity, I
am NoTHING. 1 Cor. xiii. 20—Whcfoever fhall kecp
the whole law [of liberty)] and yet offend in one point,
[in uncharitable refpett of perfons] beis guilty of
all, &c. 8o (peakye, and fo do, as they that fball be
Judged by the law of liberty, [which requires perfect
love, and theretorc makes no allowance for the
leaft degree of uncharitablenefs.] Jam, ii. 10. 12,

When the right foot of your faith ftands on

_thefe evangelical precepts and proclamations, left

fhe fhould ftagger for want of a promife every way
adequate to fuch weighty commandments, let her
place her left foot upon the following promifes,
which are extracted from the old teftament, The
Lord thy God will circumcife thine beart, and the beart
of thy feed, to love the Lord thy God with ALL
THINE HEART, a#d with ALL THY. SOUL, THAT
THOU MAYEST LIVE. Deut. xxx. 6.—Come now,
and let us reafon together, fuysthe Lord: though your
Jfins be as fearlety they fball be as WHITE As sNow 3
though they be red like crimfon, they fball be aAs wooL,
If.1. 18. That this promife chiefly refers to fanéti-
fication is evident, (1) From the verfes which
-IMMEDIATELY precede it, Make you clean, &c.
-Ceafé to do evil, learn to do avell, &c. And (2)
From the verfes which 1mMepIATELY follow it,
I ye be willing and obedient, ye fhall eat the good bqf

- X the
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the land: but if ye refufe and rebel (or difobey] ye
Jhall be devoured avith the fiord—Again: [ awill

ive them an beart to know me, that 1 gm the Lord,
and they fhall be my people, and I will be their God
{in a new and pecubiar manner:] for they fball re-
tarn unto me with thesr WHOLE HEART.=7 bis fhall
be the covenant that 1 will make with the boufe of
Ifrael ; After thofe days, fays the Lord, I will put
MY LAW IN THEIR INWARD PARTS, and WRITE
AT IN THEIR HEARTS, apd will be their God, and

they fhall be my people. Jer. xxive j7.—xxxi, 33—

benawill [ SPRINKLE TLEAN WATER upon you,
and YE SHALL BE CLEAN, from ALL your filthinefs
and from ALL yiur idols wiLL 1 CLEANSE vou:
A aew heart alfo will I give you, and a new fpirit
awill I put awithinyou: and I will PUT AWAY THE
MEART OF STONE ozt of your flefb, and I will give
you an beart of flefb. And I will pUT MY SPIRIT

"WITHIN YOU, and caufé you to WALK IN MY STA~
TUTES, a7d YE SHALL KEEP MY JUDMGENTS AND
Do THEM. Ez. xxv, 27.

And Iet no body fuppofe, that the promifes of
the circumcifion, the ceanfing, the clean water, and
the Spirit, which dre mentioned in thefe fcriptures,
and by which the hearts of believers are to be made
mew, and God’s law is to be fo written therein,
that they fhall keep bis judgments and do them ;—Let

. none, Ifay, fuppofe that thefe glorious promifes
belong anly to the jews; for their fu/l accomplithe
jment peculiarly refers to the chrifhan difpenfation,
Befides, if fprinklings of the fpirit were fufficient,
under the jeai/b difpenfation,” to raife the plant of
Jewifb perfe€tion in jeavi/h believers ; how much
more will the revelation of the born of our falvation
and the outponrings of the Spirit raife the plant of
<hriff:an perfe@ion in faithful, chriftian believers !
And, that this revelation of Chrift, in’the fpirit, as
‘'well as in the flefh, thefe effufions of the water of
life, thefe baptifms of fire, which burn up the chaff
of fin, throughly purge God’s fpiritual floor, fave
s from gll our uncleannefles, and deliver us froaxﬁ

— ]
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all our enemies ;—that thefe bleflings, I fay,. are
peculiarly promifed to chriftians, is demonftrable
by the following cloud of new-teftament declara-

tions and promifes. :
Blefed be the Lord God of Ifrael, for be bath—rai»
Sfed uf an horn of falvation for us,—as he [pake by the
mouth of bis holy prophets,—tbat e, being delivered
out of the hands of our encmies, might ferve him aith-
eut [unbelieving] fear, [that is, with perfect love]
in holinefs and righteoufnefs before himy all the days of
our life.  Luke, 1. 68, 75.—Bleffed are the poor in
Spirit,—who thirfl aftcr righteoufncfs, for THEY SHALL
BE FILLED, Mat. v. 3, 6.—If thou kneweff the gift
of God, &c, thox wouldeff have afked of bim, and be
woxld have given thee LIVING WATER :—dAnd the
woater that I fball give bim, fballbe 1N HFrM A WELL
OF WATER [pringing up to cverlafiing life, John iv.
| 10, 14—Fe/us flood and cried, faying : If any man
phirfy let hin come to me and drink. He that believeth
on me, fwhen I fhall have afcended up on high, to
receive gifts for men] out of bis belly /ball flow R1VERS
OF LIVING WATER [to cleanfe his foul, and to keep
it clean.] But this be fpake o¥ THE Spir1T, Which
they that BELIEVE on bim fhould receive, for the Holy
Ghoff wvas not yet given [in fuch a manneras to raife
- the plant of chriiia‘.n perfe&tion] ecaufe Fefus was
not yet glorified, and his fpiritual difpenfation was not
yet fully opened, John vii. 37, &c. Mr. Wefley,
m his Plain accoust of chrifiian perfection, has pub-
lithed fome excellent queries, and propofed them
to thofe who deny perfetion to be attainable in this
life. They are clofe tothe point, and therefore
the two firft attack the imperfeCtionifls from the
yery ground on which I want you to ftand. They
run thus : (1). ¢¢ Has there not been a larger mea-
¢ fure of the Holy Spirit given under the gofpgl,
¢ than under the jewifh difpenfation? If not, in
¢ what fenfe was the Spirit not given before Chrift
“ was glorified ? -John vii. 39.—(2) Was that glory
¢¢ avbich FOLLOWED the fufferings of Chriff, 1 Pet.
 i. 13, an external glory, or an internal, viz, the
Ya ' ¢ glory

-



( 256 ) Se&t. 19

¢« glory of holinefs ?* Always reft the doctrine of
chnftian perfeftion, on this feriptural foundation,
and it will ftand as firm as revelation itfelf, .

It is allowed on all fides, that the difpenfation of
John the Baptift exceeded that of the other prophets,
becaufe it 1mmediately introduced the gofpel of
Chrift, and becaufe John was not only appointed to
preach the baptifn of repentance, but alfo clearly to
point out the very perfon of Chrift, and to give
knowledge of falvation to God's people by the remiffion
of fins, Luke 1. 77: And neverthelefs, John only
promifed the blefling of the fpirit, - which Chrift
heftowed when he had received gifts for men. 7
indecd, faid John, baptize you with water unto rcpen-
tance 5 but be that cometh after me is mightier than I,—
11t fball baptize you with the Holy Ghoft and with fire.
Mat. iii, 11. Such is the importance of this pro-
mife, that it is particularly recorded notonly by
‘the three other evangelifts [See Mark i. 8. Luke
ili. 16, and John i. 26,] but alfo by our Lord him-
felf, who faid juft before his afcenfion. Fobn truly
g?:tized aith awater, but ye fball be baptized with the

oly Ghoff not many days bence, A&s i. 4, 5

So capital is this promife of the Spirir's ftronger
influences to raife the rare plant of chriflian perfec-
tion, that when our Lord fpeaks of this promife,
he emphatically calls it The promife of the Father ;
becaufe it fhines among the other promifes of the
‘gofpel of chrift, as the moon does among the ftars.
Thus, AGs i. 4. Wait, fays he, jfor the PROMISE
OF THE FATHER, whichye have beard of me. And
again, Luke xxiv. 49. Behold I fend the PROMISE
ofF MY FATHER wpon you.- Agreeably to this, St.
Peter fays, Jefus being &y the right hand of God exal-
ted, and having reccived of the Father THE PROMISE
or ThE HoLY GHosT, be has fhed forth this . —He
has begun abundantly to fulfil that which avas fpoken
&y the prophet Foel, And it fhall come to paf; IN THE
LAST DAYS, faithGod, that I will rour ouT [beftow
‘a more abundant meafure] of my Jfpirit upon all fic/h.
~—Thercfore repent and be baprized [i. e, make an
R - epea
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ogen profeffion of your faith] in the name of the Lord
Fefus, for the remiffion of fins: and ye fhall RECEIVE
THE GIFT oF THE HoLY GHost; JFor THE PRO~
MISE is wnto you, and to your children, and 'to as many
«s the Lord our God fball call [to enjoy the full blefs
fings of the chriftian difpenfation.} A&s ii. 17, 33,
38. This promife [when it is received in its fylnefs};
is undoubtedly the greateft of all the exceedingly
great and precious PROMISES, Which are given to usy
#hat by them you might be partakers of the divine nature
[that is, of pure love and unmixed holidefs.}
2 Pet. i. 4. Have therefore a peculiar eye to ity
and to thefe deep words of our Lord, 1 awill afk the
Father, and he fball give you anotber Comforter, that
ke may abide with you for ever, even the Spirit of truth
[and power] whom the avprid knows not, &c. butye
know Zim, Jor he remaineth with you, azd SHALL BE
¥N YOU.—d! that day ye fball know, that I am in my
Father, andyou in mcy, and I inyou:—For, If any
man [i. e. any believer] love me, be will keep my:
avords, and my Father avill love bim, and ave avill come
80 bim,.and make our abode with bim, John xiv. 15,
23 : ¢ Which,” fays Mr. Wefley, in his note-on:
the place, ¢¢ implics fuch a large manifeftation of
¢ the divine prefence and love, that the former in
¢ juftification, is-as nothing in.comparifon of it.””’
Agreeably to this, the fame judicious divine ex-
prefles himfelf thus in'another of his publications :
¢¢ Thefe virtues. [meeknefs,. humility, and true
¢ refignation to God] are the only awedding gar--
¢ menty; they are:the lamps and weffels well fure
<« nithed with oil.. There 1s nothing that will do-
¢ inftead of them; they muft have their fill and
“ perfict work in you, or the foul can never be
¢¢ delivered fromiits fallen,. wrathful flate.. There:
¢ is no- poffibility of falvation but in this. .And
¢ when the' Lamb of God has brought forth his-
“ own meeknefs, &c..in our fouls, then are our
¢ lamps trimmed; and. our virgin-hearts made
¢¢ ready for the marriage feaft. This marriage
¢ feaft fignifies the entrance into the higheft flate
¢ of union, that can be between God and the foul
Y3 “im
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¢¢ in this life. THIS BIRTI-DAY OF THE SPIRIT
¢ OF LOVE IN OUR soULs, when ever we attaim,
¢ will feaft our fouls with fuch peace and joy in

" ¢ God, as will blot out the remembrance of every
¢ thing that we called peace, or joy before.”

To make you believe this important promife with
more ardor, confider that our Lord fpent fome of
his laft moments in fealing it with his powerful
intercefion. After baving pray’d “the Father to
fan&ify his diciples #hro” the truth firmly embraced
by their faith, and powerfully applied by his
fpirit, he adds, neither pray I for thefe alone, but for
them, wwbo will believe on me thro® their word. And
what 1s it that our Lord afks for thefe believers ?
Truly what St. Paul afked for the imperfet belie-
vers at Corinth, evcx their perfedtion, 2 Cor.xiii. ¢.
a ftate of foul this, which Chrift defcribes thus :
That they all may be one, as thow, Father, art in me,
and I in thee, that they may be made ONE 1IN us, &c.
that they may be oNE, as ave are ONE : Fin them and
thou in me, that they may be PERFECTED IN ONE,
and that the world may Rknow, that thou haff loved
them as thow bafi bved me. John xvii. 17, 23.
Our Lord could not pray in vain : It is not to be
fuppofed, that the fcriptures are filent with refpect
to the effe¢t of this folemn prayer, an anfwer to
which was to give the world an idea of the new
Jerufalem coming down from heaven—a fpccimen of
the power, which introduces believers into the
ftate of chriftian perfetion, and therefore we read,,
that, on the day of pentecoft, the kingdom of
Satan was powertully thaken, and the kingdom of
God, [righteoufnefs, peice, and joy in the Holy
Ghoft] began to come with a new power : Then
were thoufands wonderfully converted, and clearly
juftified : 'Fhen was the kingdom of heaven taken
by force ; and the love of Chrift, and of the bre-
thren, began to burn the chaff of felfithnefs and fin
with a force which the world had never feen
before. See Als 1. 42, &c.—Some time after,
another glorious baptifm, or capital cutpouring :f

the
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the Spirit carried believers farther into the kimgdons
of the.grace, which perfects them in one. And
theretore we find, that the account which St. Luke
gives us of them after this fecond, capital mani-
teftation of the Holy Spirit, in a great degree
anfivers to our Lord’s prayer for their perfetion.
He had atked that they ali might be onc—that they
might be ONE as the Father and he are oNg,—and that
they might be perfetled in oNe, Joh. xvii. 17, &c.
And now a fuller anfiver is given to his deep requet.
Take it in the words of the infpired hiftorian:
And avben they had pray’d, the pla.e avas fFaken avhere
they were affimbled together, and they avere [once more]
FILLED WITH THE HorLy GHosT, and ibey jpake
the word with [ftill greater] boldnefs : nd the mui-
titade of them that brlieved avere ¢f ONE HEART, and
&f ONE sOUL ; neither faid axy of them, that ought
of the things which be paff ffed were bis own s but they
bad all things common, {Sc. and GREAT GRACE avas
upon them all. Afts iv. 31, 33. Who does not
fee in this account a fpec:men of that great grace,
which our Lord had afked for bzlievers, when he
had pray’d, that his difciples, and thofe who would
believe on him thro’ their word, might be pe:feged
in one?

It may be afked here, whether the maliirude of
them that bekieved in thole happy days, where al

rie¢t in love. I anfiwer, that, if pure love had
caft out all felfithnefs and finful fear from their
hearts, they were undoubtedly made perfecd in love ;
but as God does not zfually remove the plague of
indwelling fin till it has been difcovered and
lamented ; and as we find in the two next chapters,
an account of the guile of Ananias and his wife, and
of the partiality or felfith murmuring of fome belie-
vers, it feems that thofe chiefly, who before were
ftrong in the grace of their difpenfation, arofe rher
into Enlcfs fathers ; and that the firft love of other
believers [thro’ the peculiar blefling of Chrift upon:
hisinfant-church] was fo bright and powerful fora

. time, that Jittle children had, or {feemed to have the

firength of youngmen, and youngmen the grace of
Jathers.
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Jathers.  And, in this caie, the aceount which St.
Luke gives ot the primitive believers, ought to be
taken wiih fome reftriction.. Thus, while many of
them were perte& in love, mazy might have the
imperfection of their love only covered over by a.
land-flood of peace and joy in believing. And, in
this cafe, what is faid of their being a/lof one hears
and mind, and of their baving all things common, &S'co
- may only mean, that the harmony of love had not
yet been broken, and that none had yet betray’d an

of the uncharitablenefs for which chriftians in af-
ter-ages became fo confpicuous. With refpeét to the-
6REAT grace which awas upon them ALL, this does not.

meceffarily mean that they were all eqzally ftrong in: -

grace, for great unity and happinefs may reft upon a:
whole family, where the difference between a father,,
ayouny man, and a chibd, continues to fubfift. How--
ever 1t is not improbable, that God, to open the
difpenfation of the Spirit in a mannper, which mighe
fix the attention of all ages upon its importance and-
glory, permitted the whole body of believers to take-
an extraordinary turn together into the Canaan of.
perfe& love, and to fhow the world the admirable-
truit which grows there, asthe fpies fentby Fofbua:
took a turn into the good land of promife before.
they were fettled in it, and brought from thence:
the bunch of grapes which aftonithed, and fpirited;
up the Ifraelites, who had not yetcrofied Jordan..

4 Upon the whole, itis [ think] undeniable, from- -

the four firft chapters of the Adts, that a peculiar
power of the Spirit is beffow’d upon believers under
the gofpel of Chrift ;. that this power, thro’ faith
on our part, canoperate the moft fudden and fur-
prifing change inour fouls; and that, when our
faith fhall fally embrace the promife of fa/l fan&ti-
fication, or of)alx complete cir¢amiifion of the heart in:
the Spirit, the Holy Ghoft, who kindled fo much
love on the day of pentecoft, thatall the primitiver
believers loved or feemed to love each other perfeétiy,.
will not fail to help us to v ene aupther without

' finfuk
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finful felf-feeking; and as foon as we do fo, Ged
duwelleth in us, and bis love is perfected in us. 1 John
iv. 12,—John xiv. 23. -

Should you afk, how many baptifms, or effufions
of the fan¢tifying Spirit are neceffary to cleanfe a
believer from all fin, and to kindle his foul into

rfetlove: Ireply, that, the effe@t of a fantify~
ing truth depending upon the ardor of the faith with
which that truth is embraced, and upon the power of
the Spirit with which itis applied, I fhould betray
a want of modefty, if I brought the operations of
the Holy Ghoft, and the energy of faith, under a
rule which is not exprefily laid down in feripture.
If you afked your phyfician, how many dofes of
phyfick you muft take before all the crudities of
your ftomach can be carried off, and your appetite
perfectly reftored ; he would probably anfwer you,
that this depends upon the nature of thofe crudities,
the firength of the medicine, and the manner in
which your conftitution will allow it to operate ;
and that, in general, you muft repeat the dofe,
as you can bear, till the remedy has fully anfwered
the defired end. I return a fimilar anfwer : If one
powerful baptifm of the fpirit feals you unto the day
of redemption, and clean/és you from ali [moral] filthi-
ncfs, fo much the better. Iftwo, ormore are ne-
ceflary, the Lord can repeat them: His arm is not
Sortened that it cannot fave : nor is his promife of
the Spirit ftinted: He fays in general, »Whofoever
quill, let bim come and take of the water of life FREELY.
—If you, being evil, knoww bow to give good gifls to
your ehildren ;  bow much more aillyour beavenly Fa-
ther [who is goodnefs itfelf] give bis boly [faniti~
fying] Spirit to them that afk bim! 1 may however
7 enture to fay in general, that, before we can rank
among perfe# chriftians, we muft receive fo much of
the truth and Spirit of Chrift by faith, as to bave

- the pure love og God and man fhed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghoft given unto us, and to be
filled with the meek and lowly mind which was in
Chrift. And if ane out-pouring of the Spirit, one
. bught
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bright manifeftation of the fantifying truth fo emp-
ties us of felf, as to fill us with the mind of Chrift,
and with pure love, we are undoubtedly Chriiti.ns
in the full fenfe of the word. From the ground of
my foul, Itherefore fubfcribe to the anfiver which
a great divine makes to the following objection :

¢ But fome who are newly juftified do come up
¢ to this [chriflian perfection.] What then will you
% fay to thefe?”—Mr. Wefley replies’ with great
propriety : ¢ If they really do, I will fay, they are
¢ fanétified, faved from fin IN THAT MOMENT:
¢ and that they neverneed lofe what God has given,,
¢ or feel fin any more. But certainly this is an
¢ exempt cafe. It is otherwife with the generality
¢ of thofe that ase juftified. They feel in them-
¢ felves, more or lefs, pride, anger, felf-will, and
¢ an heart bent to backiliding. de till they have
¢ gradually mortified thefe, they are not fully renew-
¢ ed in love.—God ufually gives a confiderable
¢ time for men to yeceive light, to grow in grace, to.
¢ do and fiyfer his will before they are eitger juffi-
¢ fied or fanctified. But he does not invariably

¢ adhere tothis. Sometimes he cuts fbort his work,

¢ He does the work of many years in a few weeks :
¢ Perhaps in a week, a day, an hour. He juftis
¢ fies, or fan{tifies both thofe who have done or
¢ fuffered pothing, and who have not bhad time for
* a gradual growth either in light or grace. And
¢ may he not do what he avill with bis own
¢ Is thine eye euil, becaufé be is good ? It need nat
¢ therefore be proved by forty texts of feripture,,
¢ either that moft men are perfected in love at laff,
¢ or that there is a gradual work of God in the
¢ foul; and that, generally fpeaking, it is a Jong time,
¢ even {many years, bcf{re fin is deftroy’d. Al
¢ this we know. But we know likewife, that God'
¢ may, with man’s good leave,. cut fhort his work, in
¢ whatever degree he pleafes, and do the ufual work
¢ of many yearsina moment. He does fo in many
¢ inftances. And yet there is a gradual work, both
¢ before and after that moment. So that one may af-
¢ firm, the work is gradual; another it is inflantancous,,

¢ withaut
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¢ without any manner of contradiétion.” Plain ac-
counts Pager1g, &c. Page 155, thefameeminent
divine explains himfelf more fully, thus: ¢ If
¢ [chriftian perfection] is conflantly preceded and
¢ tollawed by a gradeal work. But is‘it in itfelf
¢ inflantancous ot not? In examining this, fet us go on
¢ ftep by ftep. An inflantaneons change has been
¢ wrought in fome believers : Nonecan deny this.
# Since that change they enjoy perfeft love. They
< feel this and this alone. They rejoice evermore,
¢ pray without ceafing, in every thing give thanks.
“ Now this is all that I mean by perfedion. There-
4 fore thefe are witnefles of the perfeftion which I
¢ preach”’—4¢ But in fome this change was not
4¢ inftantaneous.”~~¢ They did not perceive the
inftant when it was wrought : It is often difficule
to perceive the inftant when a man dies. Yer
there is an inftant in which life ceafes. And if
ever fin ceafes, there muft be a laft moment of its
exiftence, and a firft moment of our deliverance -
from it’—¢¢ Butif they have thislove now, they
will lofe it.”—¢ They may;. but they need not.
And whether they do orno, they have it zow :
They now experiencewhat we teach. They now
are all love. 'They nowv rejoice, pray, and praife
¢ without ceafing.’—*¢ However, fin is only fu/~
¢ pended in them; it is not defiroy’d.”—¢ Call it
# which you pleafe. Theyare alllove to day:
* And they take no thought for the morrow,’—
To return :

(2) When you firmly affent to the truth of the
precepts and promifes, on which the doétrine of chrif-
tian perfection is founded :—When you underftand
the meaning of thefe fcriptures, fandtify them thro
thy TRUTRH, thy word is TRUTH~—I awill fend the
comforter, [the Spirit of truth and holine/s] unto you :
+==God has chofen you to { eternal] falvation thro’ fandi-
Jfication of the SPIRIT and BELIEF of the TRUTH:
—When you fee, that the way to chriftian perfec-
tion is by the word ‘of the gofpel of Chrift,—by
Jaith—and by the Spiritof God ; inthe next place

. L g¢
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get tolerably clear ideas of this perfe@tion. This is
abfoluely neceffary.  If you will hit a mark, you
muit know where 1tis. Some people aim at chriflian
perfedion ; but miftuking it for awgelical perfedion,
they fhcot above the mark, mifs it, and then
peevifhly give up their hopes. Others place the
mark as much too low: Hence itis, that you hear
them profefs to have attained chriftian fperfection,
when they have not fo much as attained the mental
ferenity of a philofopher, or the candor of a good-
natur’d, conicientious heathen. In the preced-
ing pages, if 1 am not miftaken, the mark is fixed
according to the rules of fcriptural moderation. It
is not placed /o high, as to make you defpair of
hitting 1t, if you do your beft in an evangelical
manner ; nor yet /oo, as toallow you to prefume,
that you can reach it, without exerting all your
abilities to the uttermeft, in due fubordination to
the efficacy of Jefu’s blood, and the Spirit’s fan&ti-
fying influences. L . .

(3) Should yeafk, ¢ Which is the way to chrif-
¢ tian perfection ? Shall we go to it by internal
¢ ftillnefs, agreeably to this direction of Mofes and
¢ David, The Lord will fight for yox, and ye fball
© bold your peace; Stand flill and fee the falvation of
¢ God.—Be f#ill and know that I am God.—Stand in
¢ ae and fin not : commune <with your own beart upon
¢ your bed, and be fiill. Or fhall we prefs afterit
* by an internal wreftling, according to thefe com-
¢ mands of Chrift, Strive rto eater in at the firait
¢ gate:  The kingdom of beaven fuffereth wiolence,
¢ and the wiolent taketh it by force, &c?

According to the evangelical balance of the doc-
trines of free-grace and free.w:ll, 1 anfwer that the
way to perfetion is by the due combination of pre-
venient, afliting Free-grace; and of _fubmi[Eve,
affifted Free-will. Antinomian ftillnefs therefore,
which fays that Free-grace muft do all, is not the
way. Pharifaic attivity, which will do moft, if not
all, is not the way. Join thefe two partial fyftems ;
allowing Free-grace the lead and high pre-eminence

which,
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which it fo juftly claims ; and you have the balance
of the two gofpel-axioms. You do juftice to the
do&trines of mercy and juflice—of free-grace and free-
avill—of divine faithfulnefs inkeeping the covenant
of grace, and of human faithfulnefi in laying hold
on that covenant, and keeping within it’s bounds,
— In fhort, you have the fcripture-method of
_waiting upon God, which Mr. Wefley defcribes
thus : .

REsTLESS, refgn’d, for God I wait : :
For God my vesemeNT foul fands flill.

To underftand “thefe lines, confider that faith,
like the virgin Mary, is alternately a receiver and
a beflower : Firft, it PASSIVELY receives the ime

regnation of divine grace, faying, Behold the:
handmaid of the Lord :  Let it be done to me according
_ 20 thy word: And then, it AcTIVELY brings forth
-its heavenly fruit with earneft labour.—God aworketh

in_you towill and to do, fays St. Paul: Here he de-

fcribes the pafive office of faith, which fubmits to,
“and acquiefces in, every divine difpenfation and.
operation,— T berefore avork out your own falvation
aith fear and trembling, and, of confequence, with

.hafte, diligence, ardor and faithfulnefs: Here
the apoftle defcribes the adfive office of that mo-

ther-grace, which carefully lays out the talent

- fhe has already received. Would ye then wait
aright for chriftian perfe@ion? Impartially admit

the two gofpel-axioms, and faithfully reduce them.

to praltice. In order to this, let them meet in

yaur hearts, as the two legs of a pair of compaffes

meetin  the rivet, which makes them one com-

pounded inftrument. Let your faith in the doc-

- trine of frec-grace, and Chrift’s righteoufnefs, fix
- your mjnd upon God, asyou fix one of the legs of
your compafles immoveably in the center of the

circle, which you are about to draw: So fhall you

fland fiill according to the firft texts produced in

. the queftion. And then, let your faith in the doc-
- trime of free-will, and ezvangelical obedience, make
. you
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aroufteadily run the circle of duty around that firm
center : fo fhall you imitate the other leg of the
eompatfes, which evenly moves around the center,
and traces the circumference of a perfet circle,
By this activity fubordinate to grace, you will
2ake the kingdom of hcaven by force.: When your
heart quietly refts in God by faith, as it fleadily
a@s the part of a paflive receivery it refembles the
leg of the compafles which refts in the center of the
circle: and then the poet’s expreffions, reffiefi——
refig’d, defcribe its fixednefs in -God, But when
our heart fwiftly moves towards God b{ faith as
it alts the part of a diligent worker; w
ardent foul follows after God as a thirfty deer does
after the water-brooks, it may be compared to the
leé of the compafles which traces the circumference
of thecircle; and then, thefe words of the poet
refilefs, and webement, properly belong to it. To

oon fteadily to perfetion, you muft therefore en-

ﬁeavoﬁr fteadily to delieze, according to the doc-
-trine of the firft gofpel-axiom; and [as there is
opportunity] diligently to ewor, according to the
‘dottrine of the fecond: And the moment your
faith is fteadily fixed in God as in your centre,
and your obedience fwiftly moves in the circle of
duty from the reft and power which you find in
that centre, you have attained; you are made

rfet in the faith which works by love. Your

umble faith faves you from pharifaifm, your obe-
dient love from antinomianiim, and both [in due
fubordination to Chrift] conftitute you a juft man
made perfect according to your difpenfation.

(4) Another queftion has alfo puzzled many
fincere perfectionifts; and the folution of it may
remove a confiderable hindrance out of your way.
¢ Is chriftian perfettion, fay they, to be inflan-
* taneoyfly brought down to us? Or are ye gradu-
¢ ally to grow up to it ?—Shall we be made perfect
¢ in love by an habit of holinefs fuddenly- infufed
¢ into us, or byas of feeble faith and feeble love
¢ fo frequently repeated as to become ftrong,

, : habitual,

en your
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¢ habitual, and evangelically-natural to us, accor~
¢ ding to the well-known maxim, A frong babit is
¢ a fecond nature ¥’ ~

Both ways are good; and inftances of fome be-

lievers gradually perfetted, and of others [compa-
ratively fpeaking] inflantancoufly fixed in perte@®
love, might probably be produced, if we were
acquainted with the experiences of all thofe, who
have died in a ftate of evangelical perfection. It
may be with the root of fin, as itis with its fruit=
Some fouls parley many years, before they can be
perfuaded to give up all their outward fins, and
others part with them as it were inflantaneoy/ly. You
may compare the former to thofe befieged towns,
which make a long refiftance, or to thofe mothers
who go thro’ a tedious and lingering labour: And
the latter refemble thofe fortrefles, which are fur-

" prized and carried by florm; or thofe women,
who are delivered almoft as foon as labour comes
upon them. Travellers inform us that vegetation
1s fo quick and powerful in fome warm climates,
thar the feeds of fome vegetables yield a* fallad in
lefs than 24 hours. Should a northern philofopher
fay, Impoffible! "and fhould an englifh gardener
exclaim againft fuch mufbroom-fallad, they would
only expofe their prejudices, as do thofe who de- .
cry inftantaneous juftification, or mock at the pof-
fibility of the inftantaneous deftruétion of indwelling
fin '

For where is the abfurdity of this doftrine ? If
the light of a candle brought into a dark room can
inflantly expel the darknefs ; and if, upon opening

our fhutters at noon, your gloomy apartment can
inftantaneoufly be filled with meridian light ; why
might not the inftantaneous rending of the veil of
unbelief, or the fudden and full opening of the eye
of your faith, inftantly fill your foul with the light
of truth, and the fire of love ; fuppofing the fun of
righteoufnefs arife upon you with powerful healing
in his wings # May not the SanQifier defcend upon
your waiting foul, asquickly as the fpirit defcended
- Z 2 upon
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upon our Lord at his baptifm ? Did it not defcend
«s @ dove, thatis, with the foft motion of a dove,
which fwiftly fhoots down, and inftantly lights ? A
good man faid once, with truth, ¢ A mote is little
*¢ when it is compared to the fun, but I am far lefs
¢¢ before God.” Alluding to this comparifon I afk,
If the fun could inftantly kindle a mote; nay if a
burning glafs can in a moment calcine a Bone, and
turn a ftone to lime; and if the dim flame of a can-
dle can in the twinkling of an eye deftroy the flying-
infe&t which comes within its {fphere, how unfcrip-
tural and irrational is it to fuppofe, that, when
God fully baptizes a foul with his fanétifying Spirit
and with the celeftial fire of his love, he cannot in
an inftant deftroy the man of fin, burn up the chaff
of corruption, melt the heart of ftone into an heart
of flefh, and kindle the believing foul into pure
feraphic love !

An appeal to parallel cafes may throw fome light
upon the queftion which I anfwer. If you were
fick, and afked of God the perfect recovery of your
health, how would you look for it? Would you
expet to have your firength reftored you at once,
without any external means, as the lepers who were
INSTANTLY cleanfed ; and as the paralytic, who,
at our Lord’s word, took up "the bed on which he
lay, and carried it away upon his fhoulders ? Orby
ufing fome external means of a flower operation,
as the ten lepers did, who were more GRADUALLY
cleanfed, as they went to fhew themfelves to the priefls
Or as King Hezekiah, whofe gradual, but equally
fure recovery, was owing to God’s blefling upon
the poultice of figs prefcribed by Ifaiah? Again :
If you were blind, and befought the Lord to give
you perfe&t human fight ; how fhould you wait for

_it? As Bartimeus, whofe eyes were opened in an
inflant ? Or as the man who received his fight by
degrees. At firft he faw nothing : By and by he
confufedly difcovered the objed&s before him, but at
laft be fow all things clearly? Would ye not earneftly
wait for an anfiver to your prayers sow ; leav‘iix_ag. to

: ivine
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divine wifdom the particular manner of your reco-
.very ? And why fhould ye not go and do likewife,
with refpect to the dreadtul diforder which we call
induvclling fin ?

Ifour hearts are purified by faith, as the feripture
exprefily teftifies ;—if the faith, which peculiarl
purifies the heart of chriftians, is a faith in &
promife of the Father, which promife was made by
the Son, and diretly points at a peculiar effufion
of the Holy Ghoft, the purifier of {pirits ;—if we
may believe ina moment ;—and if God may, ina
moment, feal our fanctifying faith by fendingus a
fulnefs of his fan&tifying fpirit ;~if this, I fay, is
the cafe; does it not follow, thatto deny the poffi-
bility of the inflantaneons deftrudtion of fin; is to
deny. [contrary to {cripture and matter of fact] that
we can make an inflantaneous alt of faith in the fanc-
tifying promife of the Father, and in the all-clean-
fing blood of the Son, and that God can feal that
alt by the inftantaneous operation. of his Spirit
which St, Paul calls the circumcifion of the heart in
for &y] the Spirit, according to the Lord’s ancient
 promife, I w:ll circumcifé thy heart, to love the Lord:
#thy God wiTH ALL THY HEART? Where is the:
abfurdity of believing that the God of all grace can:
now give an anfwer to.the poet’s rational and. evanw
gelical requeft 2 '

Open my faith’s interior eye

Difplay thy glory from above ;:

Aand finful felf fhall fink and die,,
" .Loftin aftonifiment and love..

If a momentary difplay of Chrift’s bodily glory;. -
eould in an initant turn Saxl, the blafpheming,.
bloody perfecutor, into Pael, the praying, gentle
apoftle ;—if a fudden fight of Chrii{:é hands, could-
in a moment root up from- Thomas’s heart, that
deteftable refolution,. J will not deliewe, and produce:
that deep confeflion of faith, My Lord and my God ¥
what cannot the difplay to Chrift’s fpiritual glory,

3 operata:
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operate in a believing foul, towhich he manifefts-

‘himfelf according to that pover, awhereby he is able to

Jubdue all things to himfelf ?—Again : If Chrift’s

body could, in an inftant, become fo glorious on
the mount, that his very garments partook of the
fudden irradiation, became not only f':e from every
fpot, but alfo avhite as the light,—/bining cxceeding
«white as frow; foasno fuller on earth can cwhite
shem ;—and if our bodies fball be changed ; if this
corruptible fhall put ou incorruption, and this mortal
thall put om immortality IN A MOMENT, in the
“TWINKLING OF AN EYE, af the laff tru?; why
may not our believing fouls, when they fully fub-
mit to God’s terms, be fully changed—fully turmed’
From the power of Satan unto God? When the Holy
.Ghott fays, Now is the day of falvation, does he ex-

clude falvation from heart-iniquity ? —If Chrift now
deferves fully the name of 7}:;, becanfe be [fully}

faves his [believing] people from their fins ; andy if
now the gofpel-trumpet founds; and finners arife

from the dead, why fhould we not upon the per-

formance of the condition be changed ir a moment

from indwelling fin to indwelling holinefs ? Why

fhould we not pafs in the twinkling of an eye, ox

in a fhort time, from indwelling death to indwel-

ling life ?

This is not all: If you deny the. poffibility of a

quick deftruction of indwelling fin, you fend to hell,
or to fome unfcriptural purgatory, net esly the
- dying thief, but alfo all thofe martyrs who fud-
denly embraced the chriftian faith, and were in-
ftantly put to death by bloody perfecutors, for
canfefing the faith which they had jx# embraced.

* . And if you allow, that God may cut his awork fBors

in rightéoufnefs in fuch a cafe, why not in other

cafes ?—\Why not_ efpecially when a-believer con-

. fefles his indwelling fin, anrently prays thae Chrift

wouLDp, and fincerely believes that Chrift can
Now cleanfe bim from all unrighteonfnefs ?

No body is {o apt to laugh at the inflantaneous

deftruction of fin as the Calvinifts, and yet [fuch

: is

e —— - -
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* is the inconfiftency which charaterizes fome men!]
their dotrine of purgatory is built upon it. For,
if you credit them, al/ dying believers have a na-
ture which is fll morally corrupted, and an heart
which is yet defperately avicked. Thefe believers,
ftill full of indwelling fin; inftantaneoufly breathe
out their laft, and [without any peculiar att-of faith, |
without any peculiar out-pouring of the far<tifying
{pirit] corruption is inftantaneoufly gone. The
indwelling man of fin has pafled through the Geneva
purgatory, he is entirely confumed, and, behold.}
the fouls which would not hear of the inftantaneous
alt of fanctifying faith, which receives the indwel-
ling Spirit of holinefs—the fouls, which pleaded
hard for the continuance of indwelling fm, are
now completely finlefs; and in the twinkling of
an eye they appear in the third heaven among the
fpirits of juft chriftians made perfeét in love ! Such
is the doétrine of our opponents: and yet, they
think it incredible that God fhould do for us while
we pray in faith, what they fuppofe death will do
for them, when they lie in his cold arms, perhaps
delirious or fenfelefs !

~ On the other hand, to deny that imperfet belie-
vers may, and do gradually grow in grace, and of
‘courfe that the remains of their fins may and, do
graduallK decay, is as abfurd as to deny that God
waters the earth by daily dews, as well as by thun-
der-fhowers ;—it is as ridiculous, as to aflert that
nobody is catried off by lingering diforders, but:
that all men die fuddenly, or a few hours after
they are taken ill.
ly ufe thefe comparifons about death to throw
fome light upon the queftion which I folve, and
not to infinuate that the decay and deftru&ion of
fin run parallel to the decay and diffolution of the
body, and that, of courfe, fin muft end with our’
bodily life. Were I to admit this unfcriptural
tenet, I fhould build again what I have all alon
endeavoured to deftroy, and [as I love confiftency
I fhould promife eternal falvation to all unbeliev-
ers; for unbelievers, I prefume, will die, i. e, will

~ go
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into the Geﬂma;furga!og’, as well as believers..
izor do I fee why death fhould not be able to de-
firoy the waz and the maix body of fin’s torces, if
it can fo readily cut the rear [the remains of fin}
in pieces.

From the preceding obfervations it appears, that
believers generally go to chriftian perfection, as the
difciples went to the other fide of the fea of Gali-
lce. They toiled fome .ime very hard, and with
litde fucceis, But after they had rowwed about turen-
ty-five or tuirty furlongs, they jaw Fefus wabking om
the fea.  He faid 1o them, It is I, be not afraid: Then
they willingly received him into the JLip, and IMMEDI~
ATELY the jbip awas at the land awhither they avent,
Juftfo we toil till our faith difcovers Chriit in the
promife, and welcomes him into our hearts; and
{uch is the effet of his preience, that immediately
we arrive at the land of ‘perteltion.—Or [to ute
another illuftration] God fays to believers, Go to.
the Canaan of periet love. Ariie: why do ye:
tarry ? Wath away the remains of fin, calling, i. e.
believing on the name of the Lord. Andif the
fubmit to the obedience of faith, he deals with.
them as he did with the evangelift Philip, to whomr
he had faid, | Arife, and go towards the South, For
when they arife and run, as Philip did, zhe Spirit of
the Lord takes them, as he did the evangelitt; and
they are found in the new Jeru'alem, as Philip was
found at Azotus, They dwell in God [or in perfect
-love] and God [or pertect love] duveils in them

Hence it follpws, that the moft evaugelical me~-
thod of following atter the pertection to which we:

* are immediately called, s that of feeking it zow,,
by endeavouring fidly to lay hold an the promite of
that perfeCton thro’ faith, juit as if our repeated.
ats of obedience could never help us forward, But
in the mean time we thould do the work of faith,
and repeat ovr internw and external als of obedi-
ence with as much earn~itaets, and faithtulnefs,
according to cur prefent power, as if we were fure-
to enter into yeft merely Ly a diligent ufe-or our-

: , talents,,
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talents, and a faithful exertion of the powers which
divine grace has beftowed upon us. If we do not
attend to the firft of thefe direftions, we fhall feek
to be fantified by works like the pharifees; and if
we difregard the fecond we fhall flide into folifidian
floth with the antinomians. :

This double direétion is founded upon the con-
nexion of the two gofpel-axioms. If the fecond
axiom [which implies the .doctrine of free-will}
were falfe, I would only fay : ¢¢ Be ftill, or rather
¢ Do nothing : Free-grace alone will do all in you
¢ and for you.” But as this axiom is as true as
the firft, I muft add, ¢ Strive in bumble fubordination
to free-grace : for Chrift faith, To bim that bath ini-
tiating grace to purpofe, more grace Jfhall be given,
and he /%all have abundance : His faithful and equi-
table BenefaCtor will give him the reward of perfedt~
ing grace. .

(5) Beware therefore of unfcriptural refinements,
Set out for™ the Canaan of perfet love with a firm
refolution to labour for the reft which remains on
edrth for the people of God. Some good, miftaken
men, wife above what is written, and fond of ftriking’
out paths, which were unknown to the apoftles,——
new paths marked out by voluntary humility, and
leading to antinomianifm ;—Some people of that
ftamp, I fay, have made it their bufinefs, from
the days of heated Auguftin, to decry making refo-
lutions. ‘They reprefent this practice as a branch
of what they are pleafed to call Jegality. They in-
finuate that it is utterly inconfiftent with the know--
ledge of our inconflancy and weaknefs : In a word,
.. they frighten us from the firft ftep to chriftian per-

fection ;—from an humble, evangelical determina-
tion to run, till we reach the prize, or, if you
leafe, to go down till we come to the lowett place.

t may not be amifs to point out the ground of their
“miftake. Once they broke the balance of the gof-
. pel-axioms by leaning too much towards free-awill,

and by not laying their fiz# and principal ftrefs upon
Jree-grace. God, to bring them to the evangelical
mean
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mean, refufed his bleffiag to their arewangelical wil-
ling and running: Hence itis, that their felf=
righteous refolutions ftarted afide like a broken bow.
When they found out their miftake, inftead of com=
ing back to the line of moderation, they fled to
the otherextreme. Cafting all their weights into
the fcale of Frce-grace, they abfurdly form’d a re-
folution never to- form a refolution : and, determin-
ing not to throw one determination into the fcale of
free-will, they began to draw all the believers they
met with, into the ditch of a flothful quietifm and
Laodicean ftillnefs.

You will never fteadily go on to perfe&tion, un-
lefs you get over this miftake. Let the imperfec-
tioniits laugh at you for making humble refolutions
but goon fedfaflly purpofing to lead a new life, as
fays our church; and inorder to this, fedfaftly pur-
£/ to get a mew beart in the full fenfe of the word :
For fo long as your heart will continue partly wsre~
wew’d, your life will be partly unboly. And there-
fore, St. James juftly obferves, that, if any man of~
fend not insword, he is a perfz@ man, he loves God
with all his heart, - his heart is fu/ly renewwed ; it be-
ing impoffible that an heart ftill-tainted in pare with
vanity and guile, fhould always dictate the words of
fincerity and love. Your good refolutions need
not fail : Nor will they fail, if, under a due fenfe
of the ficklenefs and helpleflnefs of your unaffifted
free-will, you properly depend upon God's faith-
fulnefs and affiftance.” However fhould they fail,
as they ' probably will do more than once, be not
difcouraged, but repent, fearch out the caufe, and
in the firength of Free-grace, let your affifted free-
will, renew your evangelical purpofe, till the Lord
feals it  with his mighty fat, and fays, Let it 3e
done to thee according to thy refolving faith. It is
much better to be laughed atas ¢ poor creatures
who know nothing of themfelves,” than to be de-
luded as foolifh virgins, who fondly imagine that
. their veffels are full of imputed oil. - Take therefore
the fword of the Spirit, and boldly cut this dange-.
rous fare in pieces. Confcious of your impotence&
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and yet laying out your talent of free-will, fay with
the prodigal lon, [avill arifé and go to my Father :—m
Say with David, £ awill love thee, O Lord my God :
—1L w ll bebold thy_face in rigbreonfucfs :—1 am pur-
pofed that my mouth fball wot tranfgrefs s—1ewill ke
at as it were with a bridie:—1 have fuid, that I would
keep thyword :—T be proud [and theywho are humble
in an unfcriptural way] have bad me exceedingly in
derifion, but I avill kecp thy preccpts awith my WHOLE
# eART—] have fworn, and I will perform it, that I
awill keep thy righteous judgments.—Say with St. Paul,
I am determined not 1o know any thing fave Fefus, and
bim cracified; and with Jacob, 1awillnot let thee go,
unlefs thou bicfi me : And, to fum up all good refo-
. lutions in one, if-youare amember of the church
of England, fay, ¢ Ihave engaged to renounce
all the vanities of this wicked woxld, all the finful
-dufts of the fleth, and all the works of thedevil; to
believe all the articles of the chriftian faith ; and
€0 keep God’s commandments all the days of my
life’” That is, I have moft folemnly refolved to
“be a perfe& chriftian. And this refolution I have
.publicly fealed by receiving the two facraments up-
-on it :=——Bapti/m, after my parents and fponfors had
laid me under this-blefled vow; and sbe Lord’s fup-
per, after 1 had perfonally ratified, in the bifhop’s
prefence, what they had done. Nor do I onl
- think, that I am bound to keep this vow ; but ¢ 5;
.- &od’s grace, 80 1 WILL ; and [ beartily thank our hea-
wevenly Father, that he has called me to this flate of fal-
‘wation” [and chriftian perfedtion ;] and I pray wnte
- bim, to give me his grace, that I may [not only at-
tain it, but alfo] continke in the fame.anto my life’s .
cad.” Church Catech.
¢ Much diligence [fays Kempis] is neceflary
. ¢4 to him that will profit much. 1f he who firmly
- ¢¢ purpofeth, often faileth, what fhall he do, -who
¢¢ {eldom or feebly purpofeth any thing ?” But [I
fay it again and again] do not lean upon your free
- muill, and good purpojes, Yo -as to encroach upon the -
glorious preeminence of Free-grace. Let the fir/t
. Lo . ;go,fpcl.
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ofpel-axiom ftand invariably in its bowszrable place.
iay your principal ftrefs upon divine mercy, and
fay with the good man whom I have juft quoted,
s¢"Help me O Lord God, in thy holy fervice, and
<¢ grant that I may now this day begin perfeétly.”

In following this method, ye will do the two
gofpel-axioms juftice : Ye will fo depend upon
God’s Free-grace, as not to fall into pharifaic run-
ning ; and ye will fo exert your own free-w:ll, as
not to flide into antinomian floth. Your courfe lies
exaltly between thefe rocks. To pafs thefe peri-
lous ftraits your refolving heart muift ac:}uire an
heavenly polarity. Through the fpiritually-mag-
netic touch of Chrit the corner flone, your foul
muit learn to point towards faith and werks, [or if
you pleafe, towards a due fubmiffion to free-grace,
and a due exertion of free-will] as the oppofite ends
of the needle of a compafs points towargs the north
and the fouth,

(6) From this direCtion flows the following
advice. Refolve to be perfeét in your felves but not
of yourfelves. 'The antinomians boaft that they are

rfeét only in their heavenly reprefentative.
Chrift was filled with perfect humility and love :
‘They are perfe& in his perfon: They need not a
perfe&tion of humble love in themfelves. To avoid
their error, be perfect in yourfelves, and not in
another : Let your perfettion of humility and love

be inherent ; let it dwell in you. Let it fill your.

own heart and influence your oz life : So fhall you
avoid the delufion of the virgins, who give you
to underftand, that the oil of their perfetion is
all contained in the facred veflel which formerly
hung on the crofs, and therefore their falvation
is finithed, they have oil enough in that rich vef-
fel ; manna enough and to fpare in that goldep pot.
Chrift’s heart was perfet, and therefore theirs may
fafely remain imperfed, yea, full of indwelling
fin, till death, the meflenger of the bridegroom
come to cleanfe them, and fill them with perfect
love at the midnight cry ! Delufive hope! Can
any thing be more abfurd than fora faplefs, dry

" branch
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branch tofancy that it has fap and moifture enough
if the vine which it cumbers ? Or for an impenitent
adulterer to boaft, that iz the Lord be bas chaftity
and rightcoufnefi? Where did Chrift ever fay, daue
falt 1N ANOTHER ? Does he not fay, rake beed that
ye be not deceived ?~~Have falt IN YOURSELVES,
Mark ix. 5o ? Does he not impute the deftruction
of ftony ground-hearers to their zo¢ hauing root in
themfelves, Mat, xiii. 21?2 If it was the patient
man’s comfort, that the root of the matter avas found
IN HIM, is it not deplorable to hear modern be-
lievers fay without any explanatory claufe, that
they have nothing but fin iz themfelves ? But isic
enough to have THE RoOTY in ourfelves 7 Muft we
not alfo have the fruit—yea, be filled with the fruits of
righteoufngfs?  Phil. i 11. Is it not St. Peter’s
dodtrine, where he fays, if’ thefs things BE IN You,
and abound, ye fhall neither be barren, nor unfruitfild
in the knowledge of Chrifi? 2 Per.i. 8. And is it
not that of David, where he prays, create 1§y ME
a clean beart, &c? - Away then with all antinomian’
refinements : And if, with St. Paul, you will have
falvation and rejoicing in yourfelves, and not in
another ; make fure of holinels and perfeticn ix
yourfelves, a1d notin another. . T
. But while you endeavour to avoid the fharc of

the antinomians, do not run into that of the pha-’
rifees, whowill have their perfection of them/felves 5
and therefore, by their own unevengelical efforts
felf-concerted willings, andfelf-prefcribed runnings,
endeavour to raife fparks of their own kindiing, and
to warm themfelves by their own painted fires, and
fruitles agitations. Feel your impotence. Own
that no man bas guicken’d [and perfeéted] his oawn
foul.  Be contented toinvite, receive, and welcome
the light of life: But never attempt to formor to
engrofs it. It is your duty to wait for the morning-
light, and to rejoice when it vifits you; but 1f
you grew fo felf-conceited as tofay, ¢ I will create
afun; Let there be light;” o1 ify when the light
vifits your eyes, you faid, ¢ I will bear a ftock of
Aa ¢ lighs,,
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¢ light, Iwill fo fill my eyes with light to-day,
* that to-morrow I fhall almoft be able to do my
¢ work without the fun, or at leaft without a con-
¢ ftant dependance upon its beams ; > would ye not
detray a fpecies of felf-deifying idolatry, and fa-
tanical pride ? If our Lord himfelf [as Sox of man]
would not have one grain of human goodnefs of
bimfelf, if he faid, Wby calleft thou me good ? There
is none good {felf-good, or good of himfelf] &us
God; who can wonder enough at thofe proud chrif-
tians, who claim fome felt-ariginated goodnefs ;
boafting of what they haye received, as it they had
mot received it; or ufing what they have received
without in humble fenfe of their conftant depen-
«dance upon their heavenly Benefaltor? To avoid
this horrid delufion of the pharifees, learn to fee,
to feel, and to acknowledge, that of the Iather,
thro’ the Son, and by the Holy Ghoft, areall your
Urim and T hummim, your lights and perfedions :
And while the Lord fays, FroMm ME is thy fruiz
found, Hof. xiv, 8. bow at his footftool, and grate-
fully reply, OF THY FULNESS bave gll we received,
and grace for grace: John i, 16. For thou art the
Father of lights, from cvhom cometh every good and

- perfed gift, Jam. i, 17.—Of thee, and thro’ thee, and

-

70 thee are all things :  To thee [therefore] be the glory
for ever.  Amen. Rom. xi, 36.

(7) You will have this humble and thankful
difpofition, if you let your repentance caft deeper
roots. Forif chriftian perfection implies a forfak-
ing all inward, as well as outeward fin ; and if true
repentance is a grace ‘¢ avbereby e ferfake fin, it
follows, that, to attain chriftian perfeétion, we muft
1o follow our Lord’s evangelical precept, Repent, for
the kingdom of beawen is at hand, as to leave no fin—
no bofom-fin—no heart-fin—no indwelling fin x-
repeiited of, and, of confequence, wiforfaken. He,
whofe heart is ftill full of indwelling fin, has no

- more truly repented of indwelling fin, than the

man, whofe mouth is ftill defiled with filthy talk-
ing and jefting, has truly repented of his ribaldry.
. ’ The
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The deeper our forrow for, and deteftation of in-
dwelling fin is, the more penitently do we confefs

* the plague of our heart ; and when we properly con-

fefs it, we inherit the blefling promifed in thefe
words, Ifve CONFESS OUR SINS, e is faithful and
Juft to forgive us oxr fins, and to cleanfe us from ALL>
unrighteoufuefs.

To promote this deep repentance, confider how
many {piritual evils ftill haunt your breaft. Look
into the inward chamber of imagery, where afluming,
felf-love, furrounded by a multitude of vain
thoughts, foolifh defires, and wild imaginations,
keeps her court. Grieve that your heart, which
fhould be all flefh, is yet partly ftone; that ziour
foul, which fhould be only a temp!le for the Holy
Ghott, is yet fo frequently turned into a den of
thievés, an hole for the cockatrice, a neft for a.
brood of fpiritual vipers— for the remains of envy,
jealoufy, fretfulnefs, anger, pride, impatience, pee-
vithnefs, formality, floth, prejudice, bigotry, car-
nal confidence, evil thame, felf-rightcoufnefs, tor-
menting, fears, uncharitable fufpicions, idolatrous:
love, and I know not how many of the evils, which
form the retinue of hypocrify and unbelief. Thro”
grace detet thefe evils by a clofe attention to what

fles in your own heart at all times, but efpecially
1n an hour of temptation.. By frequent and deep-
confeffion, drag out all thefc abominations, Thefe
fins, which would not have Chrift to reign alone
over you, bring before him: Place them in the
light of his. countenance; and [if you do it in.
faith] that light, and the warmth of his love, will
kill them, as the light and’ heat of the fun kill the:
worms, which the plow turns up to the open air in
a.dry fummer’s day.. )

Nor plead that you can do nothing : For, by the:
help of Chrift, who is always ready to affift the
belplefs, ye can folemnly i}ay upon your knees,.
what ye have probably faid in an airy manner to-
your profeffing friends. If ye ever acknowledged. .
w0.them, that yourheartis deceitful, prone to leave *

‘ Aaaz undong
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undone what ye ought to do, and ready to do
what ye ought to leave undone; ye can undoubt
edly make the fame confeffon to God. Complain
to him who caz help you, as ye have done to thofe
who cannot. Lament, as you are able, the dark-
nefs of your mind, the ftiffnefs of your will, the
dulinefs or exorbitancy of your affeftions, and im-
portunarely intreat the God of all grace to renean
P n'gb;}/!:'oirit aithin you. If ye jorrow afler this godly
Jort, what carefulnefs will be wrought in you! <vhat
indignation ! awhat fear ! what veberent defire ! what
zeal ! yea, what revenge ! Yewill then ﬁng in faith,
what the imperfectionifts fing in unbelief:

O bew I hate thofe lufts of mine,
That crucified my God ; . )
Thofe fins that pierc’d and nail’d his flefh-
Faft to the fatal wood« .

Yes, my Redeemer; ihey jball p1x,
My beart bath fo decreed ;

Nor avill I fpare thofe guilty things,
That made my Saviour bleed..

Whilft with a melting, broken heart,
My murder’d Loxd I view,

I'll raife revenge againft my fins,
And sLAY the zrurdersrs 1o0.

(8) Clofely conneéted with this deep tepentance
is" the praQice of a judicious, univerfal felf-denial.
If thou wilt be perfed, fays our Lord, demy ihyfelf:
Take up thy crofs daily; “and follow me.  He thas
loveth father, or mother, [muchmore he that loveth
praife, pleafure or money] more than me, is not wor~
thy of me: Way, Whofsever aill fave bis lfe, fralk
lofe it 5 and whofocver awill lofe it for my [ake, fball
Jfind it. Many defire to live and reign with Chrift,
but few chufe to fuffer and die with him. How-
ever, as the way of the crofs leads to heaven, it
undoubtedly leads to chriftian perfeion. Tg

- : avoi
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avoid the crofs therefore; or to decline drinking
the cup of vinegar and gall, which God permits
your ftriends or foes to mix for you, is to throw
away the aloes, which divine wifdom puts to the
breafts of the mother of harlots, to wean you frome
her and her witchcrafts : It is to refufe a medicine,,
which is kindly prepared to reftore your health and
appetite : In a word, itis to renounce the phyfi—-
cian, who beals ALL our infirmitics when we take
his bitter draughts, jubmit to have our impofthumes”
epen’d by his fharp lancet, and yield to have our
proud fleth wafted away by his painful cauftice..
Our Lord awas made a pergt Saviour thro’ fufferings,.
and we maqy be made perfe¢t chriftians in the fame
manner. We may be called to fuffer, till all that
which we have brought. out of fpiritual Egypt:
is confumed in an howling wildernefs, in a difmal
Gethfemane, or on a fhameful Calvary.  Should:
this lot be relerved for us, let us not imitate our-
Lord’s imperfect difciples, who for/aok bim and fled 5
but let us ftand the fiery trial, till all our fette
are melted, and all:our-drofs is:;purged away. Firg:
1 of a purgative. nature: it feparates the 'drofs-
from thegold ;- and the fiercer it is, the more quick:
‘and powerful is its operation., Ele that is left in
Zion, and he that remaincth in ferufalem, fball be-
called boly; &c. avben- the Lord fhall have wafled
away the filth of the datghters of Zion, and fhall have-
purged the bloed of Ferufalem by the jpirit of judgment-
and by the fpirit of burning, M. iv, g.~—1I wvill bring
the third part thro the fire; faith the Lord, and awll
refine them as _filver is-refined, and awill try them as gold’
is tried : they fhall call on my name, and I avill hear
them s Lavillfay; it is my people; and they fball fay;
The Lord is my God. Zech. xiii. 9., Therefore, if
the Lord fhould fuffer the beff men.in bis camp, or
the flrongeff men-in Satar’s army,. to caft you into a-
furnace of fiery temptations, come not outof it till
you. are called. Let ;atimce' have its perfet work :-
meekly keep your trying ftation, tili your heart’is
difengaged trom-all that is earthly, and till the fenfo
' AR Aa g ef.
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of God’s preferving power kindles in you fuch-a
faith in his omnipotent love, as few experimentally
koow, but they who have feen themfelves like the
myfterious bufk in Hered, burning and yet uncon-
fumed ; or they who can fay with St. Paul, ##
are killed all the day long ; and beb oldwe livs !

¢ Temptations [ fays Kémpis] are often very pro-
¢¢ firable to men, though they be troublefome and
¢¢ grievous: for in them a man is humbled, puri-
¢ fied, and inftructed. All the faints have pafled:
¢¢ thro’, and profited by many tribulations : and
¢¢ they that could not bear temptations, became re-
¢¢ probates, and fell away,”—¢ My Son [adds the
author of Ecclefiafticus,” chap. it 1.] *¢if thow

¢¢ come to ferve the Lord ™ {in the perfeit kauysg_f'

holinefs] ¢¢ prepare thy foul for temptation.

¢ thy heart aright ; conflantly endure ; and make
¢ not hafte in the time of trouble. Whatever is
¢ brought upon thee take chearfully ;- and be pa-
¢ tient when thou art changed to a low eftate =
¢ for gold is tried and purified in the fire, and ac--
¢¢ ceptable men i the furnace of adverfity.”—
And therefore, fays St, James, Blefed is the man
that endurcth temptation : for, ahen be is tried [if he
ftands the fiery ‘trial] be fba receive the crown of
life, awbich the Lord bas promifid to them that love bim
{with the love which enduresh (temptation and) aif
things, i. e. with gerfect love.] Jam. 1. 12. Patient-
ly endure then, when God for 4 feafon [if need b
will fuffer you to be in beavinefs thro’ mauiteld mzm-
tions, By this means, the trial of your faith, being
much more precions tham that of gold wwhick perifbeth,
tho’ it be tried in the fire, avill be found unte praife,
and honoury and glory, at the appearing of Fefus Chrifts
1Pet. 1. 7.

(9) Deep repentance is good, gofpel felf-denial
is excellent, and a degree of patient refignation in
‘trials is of unfpeakable ufe to attain the perfeCtion
of love : But as fzith immediately avorks by love, it
is-of far more immediate ufe to purify the foul.
Heice it js, that Chrift, the prophets, and the

o apofiles,
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apoftles, fo ftrongly infift upon faith; affuring-us:
that f awe will not BELIEVE, ave fhall not be Es1 AB~
LISHED ;—that if ave will RELIEVE ave fhall sgx.
THE GLORY OF Gov,—we fbal be SAVED,—and’

" RIVERS of living water fhall flow from our inmoft:

Jfouls ;—that our kearts are purified BY FALTH ;—and.
that avue are SAVED by grace THRO' FA1TH :~They.
tell us, that &briff gave bimfelf for 1he church, that be.
might SANCTIFY and- CLEANSE it—BY THE WORD,.
that he might prifent it to himfilf a glrious church, Not:
HAVING SPOT OR WRINKLE, OR ANY SUCH THING ;-
but that it fbould be- HoLY and WITHOUT BLEMISH..
Now, if believers are to be deanfid and made. wvith-.
out blemifp Y THE worD [which teflifies of the-
all-atoninyg blood, ‘and the love of the Spirit] it is.
evident that they are to be fan&ified 3y FAITH;;
for faith, or belisving, has as neceflary a reference-
to THE WORD. as eating has to food.—For the fame:
reafon the apofle obferves, that they wwlbv BELIEVE
enter into. reft ;—that a promife being given us to enter:
in, we fhould. take care not-to fall fhort: of it TRRO"
UNBELTEF ;—that we ought to take warning by the.
Hraelites, who cowld not enter into the land of pro-.
mife THRO' UNBELIEF j—that we are fled <virh
ALL joy and peace in BELIEVING ;—and that Chriff:
is able to SAVE TO THE UTTERMOST them avho coME .
unto God: thro' him = Now coming, in the fcripture-

“language is another exprefion for BELIEVING &
He tha? coMETH to God [fays the apoftle] maff nE--
L1eve. Hence it appears, that faith is peculiarly
neceflary to thofe who will-be faved 10 -the uttermoft,..
~—cfpecially a firm faith in the capital promife of
the gofpel of Chrift—the promife of sbe Spirit of
bolinefs, from the Father, thro’ the Son. For, How
Jhall they call on bim, in awboms they have not BELIE¥-.
£p ? Or, How can they earneftly plead the truth,.
and fteadily wait for the performance; of a promife,
in which ‘they have no rarta ?—This doftrine-of
Yaith is {upported by Peter’s words: God, b
Enoweth the bearts [ot penitent believers] dare them
avitnefi, giving them the Holy Glhofl—and PURIFY~

ING THEIR HEARTS BY FAITH. Alls xv. 8,Fg.
or
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For the fame fpirit of FA1TH, which imitialy puri-
fies our hearts when we cordially believe the par-
doning love of God, completely cleanfes them when
we fully believe his janiifying love,

{(10) This directicn about fzirs being of the ut-
moit importance, I fhall confirm ard explaia it by
an extract frem Mr. Weiley’s 13d..Sermon, which
points cut ¢¢ 7he firipture-woay of Jalvatiea.” ¢ Tho'
¢ it be allowed [fays this judicivus divine] That
¢ both this repentance and its fruits are neceflary
¢ to full falvation, yet they are not neceffary either
¢ in the fame finfe with faith, orin the fame degree 5
¢ not in the fume degree ; for thefe fruits are only
¢ neceflary condirionally, it there be time and oppor-
¢ tunity for them, otherwife a man may be fanéti--
¢ fied without them. . But he cannot be fanttified.
¢« without faith. Likewife let aman have ever fo
< much of this repentance, or ever fo many good
¢« works, yet all this dees notat all avail ; he is not
¢ fanctified till he believes. But the moment he
¢ believes, with or without thofe truits, yea, with
< more or lefs of this repentance, he is fan¢tified.—
¢ Not in the fame fene; for this repentance and.
¢ thefe fruits are only remotely neceflary, neceflarg
¢ in order to the continuance of his faith, as weil
¢ as the increafe of it - whereas faith is immediatcly
¢ and diredly necellary to fantification. It remains
¢ that fairh is the only candition, which is imniedi-
¢ ately and proximately neceflary to fanctification.” -

-¢ But what is that faith whereby we are fanti.
¢ fied, faved from fin, and perfected in love? It is
¢ a divine cvidence and conviftion, (1) That God
¢ hath promifed it in the holy fcripture.  Till we
¢ are throughly fatisfied of this, there is no moving
¢ one ftep turther. And one weuld.iinagine, therg
¢ needed not one word more,. to fatisfy a reafonable

¢ man of this, than the ancient promife, T ben wil
¢ I circumcife thy heart, and the teart of thy fied, to
¢ love the Lord your God with all yous heart, and with

¢ all your foul. How clearly does this exprefs the -

.« heing perfected in love 2. How strongly imply the
B S being
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¢ being faved from all fin? For as long aslove.
¢ takes up the whole heart, whatroom is there for
fin therein ?—(2) It is @ divipe evidence and con~
wilion, that what God has promifed he is able
-to perform. Admitting therefore that avith men.
it is impoffible, to bring a.clean thing out of an
unclean, to purify the heart trom all fin, and to

fill it with all holinefs ; yet this creates no diffi--
culty in the cafe, feeing avith God all things are
poffible—(3) 1t is an evidence and conviion, that

he is able and willing to do it zmow. And why

not? Is not a moment to him, thefameas a

‘thoufand years » He cannot want more time to.
accomplifh whatever is his will. We may there-

fore-boldly fay at any point of time, Noaw is the:
day of falvariom.  Bebold! Al thirgs are now-
réady! Come to the marriage !—(4) To this con-.
fidence, That God is both able and willing to

fan&ify us now, there needs to be added one-
thing more, & divine evidence and copvidlion,

That be dots it. In that hour it is done. God:.
fays to theinmolt foul, According to thy faith, be-
itunto thee I Then the foul is pure from every
fpotof fin; itis clean from all uarightionfiefs.’

LU R I N . T T R U N NN N N S S SN

‘Thofe who have low ideas of fai1h, will proba~
bly be furprized to fee how much Mr. Welley af~
cribes to that chriftian grace, and to inquire why
he fo nearly connelts our Gelieving that God cleanfes.
ws from all fin, with God’s affual cleanfing of us from.
allfin. But their wonder will ceafe, 1f they com-.
fider the definition which this Divine gives of faith.
in the fame fermon. ¢ Faith, in general {fays he}
¢ is defined by the Apoftle, An svidence, a divine
¢ evidence and eonviclion 5the word ’ ufed by the
apoftle ¢ means both} of things ot feen: not vifi-
¢ ble, nor perceivable either by fight, or by any.
¢ other of the external fenfes. Itimplies both a
¢ fupernatural evidence of God and of the things.
¢ of God, a kind of fpiritual light- exhibited to the:
¢ foul, and a fupernatural fight or preception theren
¢ of : accardingly the fcripture fpeaks of God’s.

giving
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¢ giving foinetimes light, fumetimes a power of
¢ ditcerning it.  So St. Paul. God svbo commanded
¢ light to Jhine out cf darkncji, hath fhined in cur
¢ bearts, togive usthe Hght of the knowledze” of the
< ghory of Gody in the face of Felus Chriff. And
¢ elicwhere the fame apoftle {peaks ot the eyes of
¢ our underflanding being nﬁenal.' By this Two-FOLD
¢ orerATION OF THE Hory Seirir, having the
¢ eyes cf our fouls both opened and enlightened,
¢ we fee the things which the natural eye barh not
¢ fecn, meitber the ear heard.. We havea profpedt’
¢ of the invifible things of God : we fee'the fpi--
¢ ritwal world, which is all round abourus, and yet
¢ no more difcerned by our ratural faculties, than.
¢ It it had ne being : and we fee the cternal wvorld,.
¢ piercing thro” the veil which hangs between time
¢ and eternity. Clouds and darknefs then reft
¢ upon it no-more, but we' already fee the glory-
¢ which fhall be revealed.’

From this firiking definition of faithit is evident,.

that the doftrine of this Addrefs exaltly coincides.
with Mr. Wefley’s fermon; with this verbal dif-.

ference orly, that what he calls FAITH implying

a two-fold’ CPERATION OF THE sPIRIT productive
of fpiritual light, and aﬁtpemamral JSight! 1 have:
called FAITH apprehendi

[or our-rouriNG] OoF THE sPIr1T. His mode
of expreflion favours more of'the rational divine,
who logically divides the truth, in order to render-
its feveral parts confpicuous: and I keep clofer
to the words of the feriptures, which; I hope, will®
frighten no candid proteftant.. I make this remark:

for the fake of thofe who fancy, that, when a-

dotrine is clothed with: expreflions which are not
quite familiar to them; it is a #ew dochrine ; altho®
thefe expreflions. fhould be as fcriptural as thofe of”
a baptifm, or out-pouring of the Spirit,. which are

ufed by fome-of the prophets, by John the Baptift,.

by the four evangelifts, and by Chrift himfelf,
I have already pointed out the clofe connexion:

there is, between an a& of faith which fully appre~

hends.

ng a fanctifying BAPTISM. .

o~ e
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hends the fan&tifying promife of the Fathef, and
the power of the Spirit of Chrift, which- makes
an end of moral corruption by foraing the lingering
" man of fin inflantancoufly to breathe out his lafh
Mr. Wefley in the above-quoted fermon touches
upon this delicate fubje® in fo clear and concife a
manner, that while his difcourfe is before me, for
the fake of thofe who have it not at hand, I fhall
tranfcribe the whole paflage, and by this means
put the feal of that eminent divine to what I have
advanced, in the preceding pages, about fanétify-
Jng faith, and the quick deftruction of fin.

¢ Does God work this great work in the foul
¢ gradually or infl.vianeorfly ? Perhaps it may be
gradually wrought in fome: I mean in this fenfe :
“They do not advert to the particular moment,
wherein fin ceafes to be. But it is infinitely de--
firable, were it the will of God, that it-fhould be
done inftantaneoufly ; that the Lord fhould de-
froy fin dyshe breath of his mouth, in a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye. And {o he generally
does, a plain fat, of which there is evidence
.enough to fatisfy any unprejudiced perfon, Thoz
therefore look tor it every moment. Look for it
inthe way above defcribed; in all thofe good
aorks, whereunto thou art created anew in Chrift
Jefus. There is then no danger: you can be
no worfe, if you are no betterdor that expecta-
tion. For were you to be difappoinred of your
hope, ftill you lofe nothing. But you thall not
be difappointed of your hope: it will come,
and will not tarry. Look for it then every day,
every hour, everé moment. Why not this hour,
this moment? Certainly you may look for it
now, if you believe it 1s by fath. And by
this token you may furely know whither you
feek it by faith or by works. It by works, you
want fomething to be done fif: before youare
4 fan&ified. You think, ¢¢ I muft firft be or do thus
4¢ or thus.” Then you are feeking it by works
: : unto
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unto this day. If you feek it by faith, you may
expedt it asyou are: and if as you are, then ex-
pectit wow. It is of importance to obferve that
there is an infeparable connexion between thefe
three points, expect it By faith, expe&t it as _yox
are, and expet it notw ! To deny one of them
isto deny them all: to allow one is to allow
¢ them all. Do yox belicve, we are fandlified &y
¢ faith? Be true then to {our principle ; and
¢ look for this bleffing juit as you are, neither
¢ better, nor worfe; as a poor finner, that has
¢ ftill nothing to pay, nothing to plead, but Cbrift
¢ died. And if you look for it as you are, then ex-
¢ pe&t it now. Stay for nothing: Why fhould
¢ you? Chrift isready: and Le is all you want,
¢ Heis waiting for you; he is at the door! Leg
¢ your inmoft foul cry out,

~ & & &k & &

¢ Come in, come in, thou heavenly gueft!
¢ Nor hence again remove :

¢ But fup with me, and let the feaft
¢ Be everlafting love.’

(11) Social prayer is clofely connefted with faith,
in the capital promife of the fanétifying Spirit ;
and theretore I earneftly recommend that mean of
grace [whereit can be had] as being eminently
conducive to the attaining ot chriftian perfetion,
When many believing hearts are lifted up, and
wreftle with God in prayer together, you may com-
pare them to many diligent hands, which work a
darge pump. At fuch times, particularly, the foun-
tains of the great deep are broken up, the windows
of heaven are opened, and rivers of living wvater

Jlow from the heart of obedient believers.

In Chrift when brethren join,
And follow after peace,
The fellowthip divine
He promifes to blefs,
His chiefeft graces to beftow
Where two or three are met below,
Where
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Where uni;y takes place, -
The joys of heaven we prove
This is the gofpel grace,
The un&ion from above,
The Spirit on all believers thed,
Defcending fwift from Chrift their head,

" Accordingly we read, that, when God power-
fully opened the kingdom of the Holy Ghoft on the
day of pentecoft, the difciples were all wiTh ONE
ACCORD in one place,  And when he confirmed that
kingdom, they were lifting up their woice to God
WITH ONE ACCORD. See Alls iis 1, and iv. 24.
Thus alfo the believers at Samaria were filled with
the Holy Ghoft, the Sanifier, while Peter and
John pray’d with them, and laid hands upon them,

(12) But perhaps thou art alone. As a folitary
bird which fitteth on the houfe-top, thou lookeit
for a companion who may go with thee thro’ the
deepett travel of the regencration. But alas! thou
lookeft in vain: All the profeffors about thec feem
fatisfied with their former experiences, and with_
{elf-imputed or felf-conceited perfection. When
thou giveft them a hint of thy want of power from
on high, and of thy hunger and thirft after a fulnefs
‘of righteoufnefs, they do not fympathize with
thee. And indeed how can they ? They are full
already, they reign avithout thee, they bave necd of

. wothing, They do not fenfibly want that God wowid

grant them, according to the riches of his glory, to e
Sirengthened with might in the inner man, that Chrift
may dwell in their hearts by faith, that they, being
rooted and grounded in love, may comprebend with alk

1. faints [perfeGted in love] what is the breadth, and

Jength, and dipih, and beight, and to know the love
of Chrift which paffeth knowledge, that they might be

* FILLED WITH ALL THE FULNESs of God, Eph, iiie

16, &c. They look upon thee as a whimfical per-
fon, full of fingular notions, and they rather damp, -
Bb than
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fthan enliven thy hopes. Thy circumftances are
fad ; but do not give place to defpair, no not for a
moment. In the name of Chnft, who could not
get even Peter, James, and John, to watch with
him one hour ; and who was oblifed to go through
his agony alone ;—in his name, Ifay, cafl not away
thy confidence wbich has great recompence of resvard,
Under all thy difcouragements, remember that,
after all, divine grace is not confined to numbers,
any more than to a few. When all outward helps
fail thee, make the more of Chrift, on awbom fuffici-
ent belp is laid for thee,—Chrift, who fays, Jawill
go with thee thro’ fire and avater : The former fhail
not burn thee, nor the latter drown thee. Jacob was
alone when he wreftled with theangel, yethe pre-.
vailed : And if the fervant is not above his mafler,
wonder not, that it fhould be faid of thee, as of
thy Lord, when he went thro’ his greateft tempta-
tions, Of the people there avas none with bim.

Should thy confli&ts be with confufed noife, avith
Burning, and fewel of fire ; fhould thy Ferafalem be
rebuilt in troublous times ; fhould the Lord fFake not the
earth only, but alfo heaven ; fhould decp call unto decp
at the noife of bis water-fpouts ; fhould @/l bis aaves
and billows go over thee ; fhould thy patience be tried
20 the uttermoff ; remember how 1in years paft thou
hatt tried the patience of God, nor be difcouraged :
An extremity, and a ftorm, are often God’s oppor-

- tunity. A blaft of temptation, and a fhaking of
all thy foundations, may introduce the fullnefs of
God to thy foul, and anfwer the endof the rufbing
aind, and of the fhaking, which formerly accom-

anied the firft great manifeftations of the Spirit.
he jews ftill expeét the coming of the Meffiah in
thefleth ; and they particularly expe& it in a ftorm.
When lightnings flath, when' thunders roar, when
a ftrong wind fhakes their houfes, and the’ tempef-
tuous Iky feems to ruth down in thunder-fhowers :
then fome of them particularly open their doors
snd windows to entertain their withed-for deliverer.
: , : Do

R N SN
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Do fpifitually, what they do carnally. Conftantly
wait tor full poader from on bigh: but efpecially when
a ftorm of affli¢tion, temptation, or diftrefs overtakes
thee; or when thy convittions and defires raife
thee above thyfelf, as the waters of the flood raifed
Noah’s ark above the earth; then be particularly
careful to throw the door of fzith, and the win-
dow of bape as wide open as thou canft; and fpread-
ing the arms of thy imperfect love, fay with all
tl}e ardour and refignation, which thou art mafter
of, : .

My heart-ftrings groan with deep complainty
My flefh lies panting, Lord, for thee;
And every limb, an§ every joint,

Stretches for perfect purity..

But if the Lord is pleafed to come foftly to thy help 3

#f he makes an end of thy corruptions by helping

thee gently to fink to unknown depths of meeknefs ;:

if he drowns the indwelling man of fin by baptizing;
—by plunging him into an abyfs of humility ; do-
not find fault with the fimplicity of his method, the:
Plainnefs of his appearing, and the commonnefs of his
prefcription. Nature, like Naaman, is full of preju-

dices. She expelts that Chrift will come to make.

her clean with as much ado, pomp, and buftle, as the

Syrian general looked for when he avas avroth and’

JSaid, Bebold I thought, be will farely come out to me—
and fland—and call on his God—and firike bis HAND

-OVER the place—and reéover the leper. Chrift fre--
quently goes a much plainer way to work : and by

this means he difconcerts all our pre-conceived no—

tions and fchemes of deliverance. ¢¢ Learn of me to:

8¢ pe meek and lowly in hearty and thou fhalt find roft to

¢ thy foul,—the f{weet reft of chriftian perfection,.

¢¢ of perfe&t humility, refignation and meeknefs..

¢¢ Lie at my feet, as fhe did who loved much, and

¢¢ was meekly taken up with the good part, and the:

“ one thing necdful:” But thou fretteft: Thou

defpifeft #bis robe of perfection 3 It is too plain for’

B2 thee 3
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thee: Thou flighteft the ornament of & meck and guice
_@Iirit, awhich, in the fight of God, is of great price :
othing will ferve thy turn but a tawdry coat of
many colours, which may pleafe thy proud felf-
will, and draw the attention of others, by its
lorious and ﬂaming appearance ; and it muft be
rought to thee with lightnings, thundrings, and
woices.  1f this is thy difpofition, wonder not at
the divine wifdom, which thinks fit to difagpoint
thy lofty prejudices; and let me addrefs thee-as
Naaman’s fervants addreffed him : My brother,.
the prophet bad bid thee do fome great thing, wouldft
thox not hawve done it? how much rather then, when
he fays to thee, ¢ [ am the meek and lowly Lamb of
¢ God, wafb in the fiream of my blood—plunge in
¢¢ the Fordar 8f my humility, and 8¢ clean ?”  Ina
ftead therefore of . going away from a plain Jefus ia
a rage, welcome him 1n his lowe/# appearance, and,
be perfuaded that he can-as eafily make an end of
thy fin by gently coming in a fil, fmall voice, as
by ruthing in upon thee in a form, a fire, or an
cartbquate, ‘The Jews rejeCted their Saviour, nog
fo much becaufe they did not carneftly defire his
coiminz, as becaufe he did not come in-the mana
ner in which they expefted him. It is probable
that {ome of this judaifm clcaves to thee. If thoy
avilt abfolutely come to mount Sion in a trinmphal
chariot,- or make thine entrance into the new Jeru«
falem upon a pranc'mi horfe, thou art likely
never to come thcre. Leave then all thy lordly
mifconceptions behind ; and humbly follow by king,
who makes his entry into the typical Jerufalem,
-aneck, and lowly, riding upon an Ass, yea, wpon a
coLT, the fole of anafi. 1 fay it agam therefore,
whilft thy faith and hope ftrongly infift on the blef-
fing, let thy refignation and patience leave to God®s
infinite goodnefs and wifdom the peculiar manner
of beftowing it.  When he fays, Surcly I come guickly
to make my abode avith tbee, let thy faith clofe in
with his word:  Ardently and yet meekly embrace
his promife : Itwill inftantly beget power ; alng
" T wit
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with that power thou mayeft inftantly bring forths
prayer, and poflibly the prayer which opens heas
ven, humbly wreftles with God, inherits the blef-
fing, and turns the well-known petition, Amen,
Bwven fo, Come, Lord Fefus, into the well-known.
praifes, Heis come! He is come! Praifé the Lord,
© my Joul, &c.—Thus repent, believe, and obey ;:
and be that comethy will comie with a fulnefs of pure,.
meek, humble love: He will not tarry: Or if he
tarries, it will be to give to thy faith and defires
more time to open, that thou mayeft at his appear~
ing, be able to take in more of his perfeéting grace -
and fandtifying power : Befides, thy expectation of
his coming, is of a purifying nature, and gradually
fantifies thee. He that has this hope in bim, by this.
very hope purifies bimfelf even as God is pure: Fox;
ave are faved [into perfect love] by hope, as well as.
by faith. The flalk bears the full corn in the car,
as well as the root. - ' .
Up then, thou fincere expetant of God’s king--
dom, let thy humble, ardent tree-will meet preve-
nient, fanllifying free-grace in its weakeit and
darkeft appearance; as the Father of the faithful
met the Lord, when be appeared to him.in the plain
of Mamre as a mere mortal. Abrabam Li¥TED UP-

-bis eyes and looked, and lo three men flood:by bim : So .

does Free-grace [if I may venture upon the allu~
fion] invite itfelf to thy tent: Nay, 1tis now with
thee in its creating, redeeming,.and fandifying:
influences.—And avben he fatw them, be ran to meet
them from the tent doory and bowed himplf towards the -
ground. Go and do likewife: If thou feeit any
beauty in the humbling grace. of our Loed Fefus-
Chriff, in the fan&ifying love of Gody and in the-
cemfortable fellow/bip of the Holy Ghoft, let thy free-
will 7un to mect -them, and beav itfelf towvard. the ground. .
O for a fpeedy going out of thy tent—thy finful
felf ! O for a race of defirein the way of faith!
© for inceffant proftrations ! O for a meek and deep -
bowing of -thy felf before thy divine deliverer !—-
Aud- Alrabam faid, my Lord, if now I bhave found:
. Bb 3. Javoars
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ravonr in thy fight, pafi not away, Ipray thee, from
{Iy _/Emant.'—é forft‘;xe humble pre£trx ofa lo{r;ng
faith ! O for the faith which fopt the fun, when
God avenged bis people in the days of Jothua! O for-
the importunate faith of the two difciples, wha
detained Chrift, when be made as though be would
bawe gone farther I They confirained bim faying, abide
avith us, for it is towards evening, and the day is far.
t.  And be went in to tarry with them—~He {oon.
indeed vanithed out of their bodily fight, becaufe
they were not called skwgys to enjoy his dodily
prefence. Far from promifing them that bleffing,
he had faid, It is expedicat far you. that I go away ::
For if I gonot away, the comforter will net come unto
you ; but if Idepart, Iwill fend bim unto you——that be .
“may abide withyox FOR BV ER.—He dwelleth with you,
and fball be 1N You. This promife is ftill yeq and -
"amen in Chrift; only plead it according to the préa
ceding diretions, and as fure as our Lord is the
true and faithful witnefi, fo fure will the God of Hope .
and love foon fill you with all joy and peace, that ye.
may abound in pure love, as well as in confirmed ~
thro’ the power of the Holy Ghofi. Then fhall
'you have an indifputable right to join the believers
.who fing at the Tabernacle, and at the Lock-.
chapel, P
Many are we now, and oNE,
‘We who Jefus have put on:
‘There is neither band nor free,
Male nor female, Lord, in thee.
Lovg, like death, HATH ALL DESTROY’D,
RENDERED ALL diftinétions voip:
Names, and fects, and parties fall :
Thou, O Chriff, ART ALL IN ALL.

In the mean time you may fing with the pious.
Countefs of Huntingdon—the Rev. Mr. Madan—.
the Rev. Dr. Conyiers—the Rev. Mr. Berridge—
Richard Hill Efqr; and the imperfeQionifts who ufe
their colleCtions of hymns, ye may fing Iy, ;vith

them

.
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‘them all, the two following hymns, which they-

have agreed to borrow from the hymns of - Mefirs._
Wefley, after making fome infignificant alterations._
I tranfcribe them from the collection ufed in Lady-
Huntingdon’s chapels.  Briftol edition, 1765, pagé:
239, &c.. o '

©. for an heart to praife my God !
An heart FROM SIN SET FREE :

An heart that’s fprinkled with the blood,
-So freely fpilt for me. 4

An heart refign’d, fubmiffive, meek,,

‘ My dear Redeemer’s throne,

Where oNLY CHRIST 18 HEARD to fpeak,
Where Jefus REIGNS ALONE.. :

An humble, lowly, contrite heart,_
Believing, TRUE, and CLEAN,
Which neither life nor death can part-
" From HIM THAT DWELLS WITHIN..

An heartin EV’RY THOUGHT RENEW’D,,
And FILL’D WiTH LovE divine;

PerFECT, and RIGHT, and PURE, and GooR,,
A copry, Lorp, OF THINE, &c,

My heart, thou know’ft, can NEVER REST, .
Till thou create my peace ;-

‘Till of mine. Eden re-poflett,
FROM SELF AND 8IN, I CEASE,,

Tay NATURE, gracious Lord, IMPARTY,
COoME QUICKLY FROM ABOVE ; :

‘Write thy NEw NAME upon my heart,
Thy new, BEsT NAME of Love..

Here is undoubtedly an evangelical prayer for-

* the love which reftores the foul to a ftate of finde/i-

refl, and ovangelical perfedlion. Mean ye, my bre-.
th_rén, what the good people who diifen’t from - us
R ' E print
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print: and fing, and I akk no more. Nor can ye
wait for an anfwer to the prayer contained in the
preceding hymn, in amore fcriptural manner, than
by pleading the promife of tbe Fatber in fuch words
as thefe:

Love divine, all love excelling,

JoY oF HEAVEN, to earth coME pown.!!
Fix 15 us thine humble dwellin},

All thy faithful mercies crRowWN :
Jefus, thou-art all compaffion, .
"~ Purk, unbounded LOVE THOU ART ;:
Visit us with thy falvation,

ENTER EV'R¥ trembling HEART !

Breathe ! O breathe thy LoviNG sPIRLE
Into ev’ry troubled breatt ! '

Let us ALL in Thee inherit,
Let us find thy * prRoMIs’D REST:

TAKE AWAY.THE § pow’r OF SINNING,.
Alphaand OMEGA be; -

Exo oF FAITH, as it’s beginning,.
Setour HEARTS AT LIBERTY.

Gome ! almighty to deliver,.
Let us ALL THY LIFE receive !’

SUDDENLY. RETURN, and never,.
NEVER MORE thy temples leave !

. Fhee we -would be ALwavs bleffing, .

Serve thee As THINE HOSTS ALOVE ;

Pray, and praife thee wiTHOUT CEAsING,
Glory in.thy. precious.} love. .

, Finifh-

* Mi. Wefley favs, secoND ref, becaufe an-imperfeft.
believer enjoys a fir/t, inferior, reft: if he did not, he wauld be
no believer.

+ Is not this exprefiion toa firong? Would it not. be bettex.
to foften it as Mr. Hill'has done, by faying, ¢ Take away ghe:
¢ bveof” [or the BENT To] “ fiming?”" Can God take -
away from usour power of finning, without taking away our.
power of fiee obedience ? :

$ Me Welley fays perfec? love, with St.. Joha.. .

T g .
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Finisn then thy new creation,
PurE§, unspoTTED may we be
Let us fee thy GrEAT falvation,
PerRFECTLY RE3TOR’D by thee!
Chang’d rroM GLORY into glory,
Till in heaven we take ouRr place ;.
Till we caf} our crowns before thee,
Lott in wonder, love, and praife.,

Lift up your hands which hang down: Ous
Jaron, our heavenly High-prieft, is near to hold:
them up. The fpiritual imalckites will not always
prevail : Our Samael, our heavenly prophet, is.
ready to cxz them and their king in {iece; before the.
Lord, The promife is unto You. You are furely
called to attain the perfe@ion of your difpenfation,,
altho’ you feem ftill afar off.  Chrift, in whom that *

erfeétion centers ;—Chrift, from whom.it flows,
13 very near, even at the door: “Bebold; fays he,
[and this he fpake to Laodicean loiterers] 1 fland
- ) : ‘ ' as-

'§ Mr. Wefley fays indeed, Pure and finlefs: But when Mr.
Hill fings pure, zmjg:md, he does not fpoil thefenfe. - For every
body knows, that the pure, un{jbonqd Jefus, does not differ from.
the finlfs, immaculate Lamb of God. ~Tis fine hymn [I think]
is not in Mr, Madan's colleétion, but hehas probably fung it
smore than once. However, it is adopted ‘in the Sbawbury-Col.
¢ Fion, of which Mr. Hill is the publifher, in conjunéion with
Mr. De Courcy. Is it not furprizing, that, in hi§ devotional
warmth, that gentleman fhould print, give out, and fing Mr.
‘Welley’s ftrongeft hymns for chriflian perfeciion; when, in his
controverfial heat, he writes fo feverely againft this blefled Rtate.
of heart ? And may not I take my leave of him by an allufion
to our Lord’s words, Out of thy own month—thy own pen—thy.
own publications—thy own Aymns—thy own prayers—thy own
bible—thy own reafan——thy own confiience—and [what is moft
aftonjfhing] thy own profeffion and baptifmal vow, I will judge.
thy miftakes >—Neverthelefs I defire the réader to impute them,
as I do, not to any love for.indwelling fin, but to the fatal;
error, which makes my pious opponent turn his back upon the.

. genuine doftrines of grace and juftice, and efpoufe the fpurious,
59&:}:1;: of Calvinian grace and free-wrath,
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&t the door and knock : If any man bear my woice and
open, L will come in, and [up wwith bim,. uporr the
truits of my grace, in their chrittian pertection ;
and he fhall {up with me, upon the fruits of my
6LORY, intheir angelical and heavenly maturity.
Hear his encouraging gofpel: AR, and you Jbalk
have: Seek, and you Jlall find: Knock, and it fhall
be opened unto you. For every one that afkcth, receiv~
eth: and he that feekcth, findeth: and to bim that
knacketb, it fball be opened.—If any of you [believers F
lock awifdom,—~indwelling wifdom, — [Chriff, the
wifdom and the powver of God, dwelling in bis heart by
Jaith] let bim afk of God, who giveth to all men, and’
upbraidet) mot; and it fball be given him. But let him
afk [as a believer] in faith, nothing wavering ; for
ke that avavcreth, is like a wave of the fea, driven
avith the avind and toffed : for let not that man think,.
that he Jball reccive the thing avbich be [thus] affeth.—-
But whatfoever things ye defire, awhen ye pray, believe
that ye receive them, and se fball bave them. For,.
all things [commanded.and promifed] are dpqﬁ[:le. to
him that believeth.. He, whohas commanded us to
be perfect in love as our beavenly Father is perfeld,
and he-who has promifed fpeedily to avenge his elect,
who cry to bim night and day ;—He will fpeedily
avenge you of your grand adverfary, indwelling fin..
He will fay to you. According o thy faith, be it
done unto thee : for he is able to do far exceeding abun-
dantly, above all that we canafk or think; and of his
Julnefs we may all receive grace for grace: We may
all witnefs the gracious fulnlment of all the promifes,
which he has gracioufly made, that by them ave might
be partakers of the divine nature, fo far as it can be
communicated to mortals in this world. You fee-
that, avith men, what you look for is im offible =
But fhow yourfelves believers: Take God into the-
account, and you will foon experience, that with
God all things are pofible. Nor- forget the omnipo-
tent* Advocate, whom you have with him. Be-
hold! he lifts his once-pierced hands, and fays,,
Fathery, fandlify them thro' thy [loving] truth—ithat

they:
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they may be perfefled in one: And, fhewing to you
the fountain of atoning blood, and puritying wa-
ter, whence flow the ftreams which cleanfe and
gladden the heart of believers, hefays, ¢ Hitherto
¢ ye bawve afted nothing in my name :— W hatfoever you
¢ Jball afk the Fathe? in my name, be will give it you.
¢ —Afk then, that your joy may be full. 1f 1 try
¢ your faith by a little deluay ;---if I hide my face

*¢ for amoment, it is only to gather you avith everlaf}-

¢ ing kindnefss—A woman, when fbe is in travail,
¢ bath forrow, becaufe ber bour is come: but as foon
¢ as fbe is delivered of the child, fhe remembereth no
¢ more the anguifh for joy. Now ye have forrow :
¢ but I awill fec you again, and your beart fhall rejoice,
¢ and your joy no man taketh from you. In that day
¢ yefhall afk me no queflion, - for youfhall not have my
¢ bodily prefence. But my Urim aad Thummim will
¢ be with you; and the Spirit of truth will himfelf
¢ lead you into all [ chriftian] truth.’

O for a firm and lafting faith,

To creditall th’ almighty faith, -
T’ embrace the Promife of his Son,

And feel the Comforter our own,

In the mean time be not afraid to give glory té
God by beliewing in bope, againfl hope. Sm%ger not at
the Promife [of the Father and the Son] thro unbe-
ligf: but truft the power and faithfulnefs of your
Creator and Redeemer, till your Sandifier has fixed
his abode in your heart. Wait at mercy’s door, as
the lame beggar did at the beantiful gate of the tem-
ple.  Peter faflening bis eves upon him, aith Fobn,
faid, Lookon us: And be gave heed to them, expecting
10 receive fomething of themo—Do fo too: Give heed

", to the Father in the Sor who fays, Look unto me and

beye faved. Expe&t to receive the one thing now.
needful for you, a fulnefs of the fandtifying fpirit.
And tho’ your patience may be tried, it fhall not be
difappointed. The faith and power, whi;h [at

o eter's
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Peter’s word] gave the poor cripple a perfe? found-

nefi in the prefince of all the wondering jews, will

iveyou [at Chrift’s word) a perfed? foundnefs of
rt, in the prefence of all your adverfaries. -

¢ Faith, mighty Faith, the promife fees,
And looks to that alone,
Laughs at impoffibilities,
And cries, It fhall be done.”—

¢ Faith afks impoffibilities 2
Impoffibilities are given : ,
And I, even I, from fin fhall ceafe,
Shall live on earth the life of heaven.”

Faith always works by love;—by lwe of defira
at leaft; making us ardently pray for what we
elicve to be emimently defirable. And if chriftian

rfe@ion appears fo to you, you might perhaps
g:prefs yourmeﬁ defire of it in fome fuch worﬁl
as thefe: ¢ How long, Lord, fhall my foul—thy
¢ fpiritual temple, be aden of thieves, or an houfe

. ¢ of merchandife ? How long fhall vain thoughts
prophane it, as the &uyers and Jillers prophaned
thy temple made with human hands ? How long
fhall evil tempers lodge within me ? How long
fhall unbelief, formality, hypocrify, envy, han«
kering after fenfual pleafure, indifference to {pi-
ritual delights, amf backwardnefs to painful or
ignominious duty, harbour there ? How long fhall
thele /beep and doves, yea, thefe goats and ferpents
defile my breaft, which fhould be pure as tbe Holy
of Holies? How long fhall they hinder me from
being one of the awor/bippers whom thou feckeft 3
one of thofe who worthip thee in fpirit and in
truth? O help me to take away thefe cages of'
anclean birds. Suddenly come to thy temple. Turn
out all that offends the eye of thy purity ; and
deftroy all that keeps me out of the reft, which
remains for thy chriftian people : So fhall I keep a
¢ {piritual fabbath—a chriftian jubilee to the GodP of

my
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¢ my life: So fhall I witnefs my fhare in sJe oil of'
¢ joy, with which thou anointeft perfzd chriftians
above their fellow-believers. I ftand in need of
that oil, Lord : My lamp burns dim : Sometimes
it feems to be even gone out, as that of the fool-
ifh virgins : It is more like a /imoking flax, than a
burning and fbining light. O! quench it not:
raife it to a flame. Thou knoweit, that 1 do Ze-
lieve in thee. The trembling hand of my faith
holds thee : and, tho’ I have ten thoufand times.
grieved thy pardoning love, thine everlafting arm
1s ftill under me, to redeem my life from deftruc-
tion ; while thy right hand is over me, to crown
me with mercies and loving kindnefs. But alas !
I am neither fufficiently thankful for thy preféne
mercies, nor fufficiently athirft for thy furure
favours. Hence I feel an aching void in my foul ;
being confcious that I have notartainedthe heights
of grace defcribed in thy word, and enjoyed by
thy holieft fervants. Their deep experiences,
the diligence and ardour, with which they did
thy will; the patience and fortitude with which
they endured the crofs, reproach me, and convince
me of my manyfold wants. I want gowver from on
high : —1 want the penetrating, lafting «nfion of
the Holy One:—1 want to” have my vefiel [my

countenance of wife virgins chearful : —1 want a

love, burning day and might in my breaft, as the
typical lamps did in the temple, and the facred
fire on the altar :—I want a full application of
the blood abich cleanfes from all fin, and a ftron
faith in thy fanctifying word ;—a faith by whic

bope of glory, and the fixed object of my love :—
I want the internal Oracle—thy fill, fmall woice,
together with Urim and * Thummim,—the newy

Cec ¢ name
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capacious heart] full of the vil, avhich makesile -

* Twe hebrew wotds, whichmean Lights ond Perfetions.

lamp of heavenly illumination, anda fire of divine -

thou mayelt dwell in my beart, as the unwavering
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¢ wame, ahich none knocveth, but be that receiveth it.
¢ In a word, Lord, I want a plenitude of thy
¢ Spirit, the fz!/ promife of the Father, and the r:-
¢ wers which flow from the inmoft foul of the be-
¢ lievers, who have gone on to the perfedlion of thy
¢ difpenfation. I dobelfeve that thou canft, and
¢ wilt thus daptize me awith the Holy Ghoft and avith
¢ fire: Hdpmy unbelicf: Confirm and increafe my
¢ faith, with regard to this important baptifin.
¢ Lord, 1 haveneed tolbe thus baptized of thee,. and I
¢ am firaitened till this baptifm 1s accomplifbed. By
¢ thy baptifms of tears in the manger—of water

4 in Jordan—of fiweat in Gethfemanc—of blood.ard -

¢ fire, and vapour of [moke, and flaming wrath on
¢ Calvary, baptize, Oh baptize my foul, and make
¢ as full an end of the original fin which I have
¢ from Adam, as thy laft baptifm made of the Jike-
¢ ncfi of finful /b which thou hadft from adaughter
¢ of Eve. Some of thy people look at death for
€ full falvation from fin; but, at thy command,
¢ Lord, I look wnto THEE. Saytomy foul, I am thy
¢ falvation : And let me feel in my heart, as well
¢ as fee with my underftanding that thox cantt jave
& from fn to the uttermoff, all that come to God thro®
thee. 1 am tired of forms, profeflions, and ortho-
dox notions; fo far as they are not pipes or
channels to convey life, light, and love to my
dead, duark, and icony heart. Neither the plain
letter of thy gofpel, nor the fweet foretaftes and
tranfient illuminations of thy Spirit, can fatisfy
‘the large defires of my faith. Give me thine abid-
-ing Spirit, that he may continually fhed abroad
thy iove in my foul. Come, O Lord, with that
blefled Spirit :—Come Thou, and thy Father, in
that holy Comforter,—Come to make your abode
with me; or I fhall go meekly mourning to my
grave.—Blefled mourning! Lord, increafe it. I
had rather wait in tears for thy fulnefs, than
wantonly wafte the fragments of thy fpiritual
bouities, or feed with Laodicean contentment
upon the tainted manna of my former experiences.
Righteous Father, I hunger and thirft after thy

righte-
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righteoufnefs : Send thy Holy 8pirit of promife:
to fill me therewith, to fandify me thro’-out, and
“ to féal me centrally to the day of eternal redemp-
tien, and finithed falvation. Not for avorks of
rightconfucfs which Ibave done, but of thy mercy, for
Chrift’s fake, fave thou.me by the complete wa/b-
ing of rogenerationy and the full remewving of the
Holy Gho/l. And in order to this, PoUR ouUT of
thy Spirits fled it ABUNDANTLY on me, till the
fountain of living water abundantly {pring up in
my foul, and I can fay, in the full fenfe of the
words, that thox livefl in me, that my life is hid
wvith thee in God, and that my fpirit is returned to-
Him that gawve it—to Thee, the Firff and the Laf?,.
—my Author and my End—my God and my-all!*

_«@ﬁaae'.ﬁpaoooﬁﬁ

'SECTION XX.
An Addrefs 1o perfeld Chriftians.:

7E have not fung the preceding hymns in-
vain, O ye men of God, who have mixed

faith with your evangelical requefts. The God
who fays, Open thy mouth avide-and I will fill it ;=
the gracious God who declares, Bleffed are they that
bunger afier righteoufnefs, for they Jfball be filled:—
that faithful, covenant-keeping God has now FiL-
LED you with all righteoufucfs, peace, and joy in be-
lieving, The brightnefs of Chrift’s appearing has
deftroyed the indwelling zan of fn. He who had.
flain the Jion and the bear [ he who had alrcady done-
fo great things for you] has now crowned all his-
bleflings by, flaying éhe Goliath within,. Afpiring,.

ca2
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unbelieving /elf is fallen before the vidtorious Son
of David. The quick and powerful word of God,
which is farger than any tave-edged fword, has
 pierced even to the dividing afunder of fouland fpirit.
Tbe carnal mind is cut off : Tbe circumcifion of the
beart, thro® the Spirvt, has fully taken place in your
breatts : And now, that mind is in_you, which wwas
aljo in Chriff Fefus: Ye are jpiritually-minded: Loo-
ing God with all your heart, and your neighbour as
yourfelves, ye arc full of goodncfs, ye keep the command-
meats, ye oblerve the iaw of liberty, ye fulfil the
lawof Chrif. Of bim ye have learned to be meek and
lowly in beart. Ye have FULLY taken bis yoke upon
sex; in fodoing ye have found a fweet, abiding ref
wnto your fouls; and from blefled experience ye
can fay, ¢ Chrif¥’s yoke is eafy, and bis barden is.
light :—Fis qvays are wvays of pleafantnefs, and afl his
paths are peace :— Al tle paths of the Lord are mercy
avd truth, unto fuch as keep bis covenant, and bis te/~
timonics.” ‘The beatitndes are fenfibly yours: and
the Charity delcribed by St. Paul, has the fame
place in your breafts, which the tables of the law
- bad in the ark of the covenant. Ye are the living
temples of the Trinity : The . Farber is your life,
the Som your light, the Spirit your Tove: Ye are
truly baptized into the myftery of God, ye conti-
nUo to drink into one fpirit, and thus ye enjoy the
grace of both facraments. There is an end of
your Lo bere! and Lo there ! The kingdom of God
s now eftablithed within you. Chrift’s righteoufnefz,
prace, and joy are rooted in your breafts é the Holy
Ghofl given unto you, as an abiding guide and in-
dwelling Comnforter.  Your introverted eye-of faith
looks at God, who gently guides yox with his.eye

into all the truth. neceflary to make you do juflice, *

love mercy, and walk bumbly avith your God.  Sim-
plicity of intention keeps darknefs out of your
snind, and purity of affection keeps wrong fires out
of yourbregft. By the former ye are without guile s
by the latter ye are without ezvy. Your paffve
will irftantly melts into the will of God; and en

——— o ———r © | ot . et~
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“all occafions you meekly fay, Not my awill, O Fa--

" -ther, butthine be done : "Thus are ye always ready to -
. SUFFER what you are called to fuffer.. Your affive-
will evermore fays, Speak, Lord; thy fervant bear-

eth : What wouldeft thou have me t8do ? It is my meat*
and drink to do the will-of my heavenly Fatber ;. Thus
are ye always ready to po whatfoever ye are con-
vinced that God calls you to do ; -and what/oever ye -
‘do, awbcther ye eat, or drink, or do any thing elje; ye do -
-all to the glory of God, and in the name of our Lord
Fefus Chrifi 5 rejoicing evermore 5 praying avithont cea- -
Sfng s in every thing giving thanks 5 folemnly looking .
Jor, and haffing unto the hour of your diflolution, .
and the day of God, awberein the beavens being on fire -
Shall be diffolved, and your foul, being clothed with .
a celettial bedy, fhall be able-to.do celeftial fervices
to the God of your life. . ‘
1n this bleffed ftate of chriftian- perfetion, the:
holy anointing, which ye have received of him, abideth «
in _you, andye need not that any man teack youy unlefs .
it be as the [ame-anointing teacheth; Agreeably there-
fore, to that anointing, which teaches by a variery -
of means, which formerly taught a prophet by an .
4fs, and daily inftruéts God’s' children by .the ant, .
1. fhall venture-to. fet before- you fome important
direétions, which the-Holy Ghoft has already fug- -
geited to your pare:minds’s For -I avorld not be negli- -
gent 1o 'put you in remembrance of thefe things, tho ye
know them, and be eflablijbed in the prefent truth, Yea, .,

" L think it ‘meet to flir you up, by putting you in remem=-

brance, and giving you fome hints, which it is
Jafe for sou frequently to meditate upon..

1. Adam, ye know, loft his humuan perfeétion-in
paradife : Satan loft his angelic pertetion in beaven = :
The devil thruft fore at Cbriff in the aildernefs, to:
throw him down from: his: mediatorial -perfection 2:
And St. Paul, in the fame Epiftles: where ‘he-pro- -
fefles not only chrifliaz, but apoflolic perte@tion - alfo
[Phil. iiis 1g. 1 Cor. ii. 6.. 2 Cor. xiiv 11.] in--
torms us, that he continued to run for the crown of ¢
heavenly perfection like a man, whoumight.not only -

: C~.C . 3 " i lofcz:



( 306 ) Se&t. 2q..

.Yofe his crown of chriffian perfeftion, but becorme
a reprobate, and be caff auay, 1 Cor. ix. 25, 27.
And therefore /o rux ye alfo, that no man take your
crown of chriftian perteQion in this world, and thar-
_s¢ may obtain your crown of axgelic perfedtion in the.
world to come. Still keep your body under.. Still

uard your fenfes. Still watch your own heart;
and, fledfaft in the faith, flill rqgﬂ) the devil, that ke
may flec from you; remembering that if Chrift him-
felf [as Son of man], had conferred with. fie/b and
3lood, refufed to deny himfelf, and avoided taking
pp his crofs § he had loft his perfe@ion, and fealed
up cur original apoftacy.
¢ We donot find,” [fays Mr. We/ley, in-his Plaix
Account of Chriftign Perfeiiion] ¢ any general ftate
¢ defcribed in fcripture, from which a man cannot
¢ draw back to fin. If there were any ftate where-.
* in this was impoffible,. it would be that of thofe
¢ who are fanificd, who are Fatbers in Chriff, whe,
 rejoice evermore, [ra; awithout ceafing, and in every
¢ thing give thanks. But it is not impoffible fog
¢ thefe to draw back. They who are Jfardlified, may.
¢ yet fall and perith, Heb. x. 29. Even Farbers.
< in Chrift, need that warning, Love ot the world,
¢ 1 John, ti. 15, They who rejoice, pray, and give,
4 thanks avithout ceafing, may neverthelels guench thg
¢ Spirity 1 Thefl.v. 16, &c. Nay, eventhey wha,
¢ are fealed unto.the day of redemption, may yet griepe,.
¢ the Holy Spirit of Gad. Eph.v. 30 *.° °
: . The.

- a

% Wedo not hereby deny, that fome believers have 2 teftimony
i their own breaft, that they ihall not finally fall from God.
#¢ They may have it ” [fays Mr. Welley in the fame tra&}
# and this perfuafion, that acither life mor death fball feparate.
& them from God, far from being hunful, may in fome circum-
¢ fances be extremely ufefal.””  But wherever this tetimony is
divine, it is attended with that grace which infeparatly conneéts,
tholinefs and good works_[the means] with perfeverance and eter-
nal falvation [the rnd:] and, in this refpeet, our doétrine widely
difters from that of the Calvinifts, who break the neceffay con-
nexion between holinefs and infallible falvation,.by making rcom
for the foulet falls j—for adultery, murder,and incefs, ~

o4
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The doctrine of the abfolute perfeverance of the-
faints, is the firft card which the devil play’d
againft man: ¢¢ Ye Jballunot furcly die, if ye break

. % the law of your perfeftion.” This faral card

.won the game.. Mankind and paradife were loft.
The arttul ferpent had too well fucceeded at his
Jir/l game, to f_x())rget that lucky card at his fecond,.
See him transforming himfelf into an angel.of light on
4be pinnacle of the temple. There he plays over again,
his old game againit the Son.ef God.. Out of the.

- Wible he pulls the very card, which- won. our fir

parents, and fwept the {take—paradife—yea, fwept:
1t with the befom of deftru&tion. Caf thyfelf down,
fays he, for it is avritten, that all things fhall work
together for thy good, thy very falls not excepted ::
He fball give his angels charge concerning thee, and in
their bands they fhall_ bear tixe up, leff. at any time. thos

" dafb thy foot againfl @ fione :- The-tempter [thanks be -
to Chrift] Ioft the game at that time; but he did;.
not lofe his card ;- and it is probable that he will,
play it round againft you all; only with fome varia-.
tion, Let memention oneamong a thoufand: He.

. promifed our Lord that God’s angels thould dear bim .

ap in their bands, if be threw bimfelf down ;. and it is .
not unlikely that he will promife you greater things.,
flill.. Nor fhould I wonder if hewas bold enough
to hint, that, when you caft yourfelves down, God*
bimfilf tall bear you up iz his HANDs, yea in his
ARMS of everlafling lowe. O ye men of God, learn
wifdom by the fall of Adam..- O ye anointed fons of”
the Moft High, learn watchfulnefs by the conduét of
Chrift.. 1fhe was afraid to tempt the Lord his Gody
will ye dare to doit ?- If he rejected as poifon, the
hook of the abfalute. perfeverance of. the faints, tho*
it was baited with fcripture, will ye fwallow it down,
as if itwere bony out of the rockof-ages P—No: thro®
Saith in Chriff the firiptures have made you wife unto.
- falvation: You will not. anly fly with all fpeed
from evil, but from. the very appearance of evil :.
And when you.ftand on the brink af'a temptation,.
far from eatering into it under any pretence what-.
cver;
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‘awver, ye will leap back into the bofom of him who
fays, Watchand pray, lef ye enter into temptation : for
tho' the jpirit is awilling, the flehh is -wea@. I grant.
that [evangelically-fpeaking] tbe weakne/s of the fe/B -
is not fin; but yet the deceitfulne/s of fin creeps in
at this door; and by this means not a tew of God’s .
children, after they bad efcaped the poliutions of the -
avorld, through the fanétitying knowledge of ChrifZ,
under plaufible pretences, hawe been again intangled
therein and overcome. Lt their. falls make you
cautious.. Ye have put on the whole armour of
God: O keep it on, and ufeit aith all prayer, that
ye may, to he latt, faud complete in Chriff, and be .
more than conquerors thro’ him that has loved you.

II. Remember that Evcry one who is perfedd, fhall
be as bis Mafler. Now if your Mafler was tempted .
and aflaulted 20 the lafl ;—if, to the Igff he watched .
and pray’d;. ufing all the means of gracg himfelf,
and enforcing the ufe of them upon others ;—if se -
she lafl he fought againit the world, the. flefh, and .
the devil, and did not pat off the barnefs till he had .

ut off the body ; think not yourfelves above him -
mt Go and do likewife. . If he did not regain para- -
dife, without going thro’ the moft complete re- -
nunciation of all the good things of this world,
and without meekly fubmitting to the fevere ftroke -
of his laft enemy, death; be content to. be perfect.
ashe was; nor tancy that your fleth and blood can .
" inherit the celeftial kingdom of God, when the -
fleth and - blood which Emmanuel himfelf aflumed :
feom a pure virgin, could not igherit it without.
pafling under the cherub’s flaming fword.: I mean,
without .going thre’ the. gates of death. .

IIL. Ye are not complete’ in wifdom. . Perfe&
love does not imply perte knowledge: .but per--
fect humility, and perfe&t readinefs to receive in--
firuétion.. Remember therefore, that. if ever ye-
fhew, .that ye are. above.being inftructed,. even by -
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a fitherman who teaches according to the divine
anointing, ye will fhew that ye are fallen from a
perfetion of humility ingo a perfection of pride.

IV. Do not confound anugelical, with chriffian
perfe€tion. * Uninterrupted tranfports of praife, and
teafelefs raptures of joy, do not belong to chrifiian,
butto axgelical perfeCtion. Qur feeble frame can
bearbut a few drops of that glorious cup. Inge-
neral, that zeaavine is too ftrong for our old bottles ;
that power is too excellent for our earthen, cracked
aeffils; but, weak as they are, they can bear a
fulnefs of mecknefs, of refignation, ofy bumility, and
of that lowe, which is willing to obey unto death. If:
.God indulges you with extafies, and extraordinary
revelations ; be thankful for them : But be moz
exalted above meafure by them : Take care left enthu-
fiaftic delufions mjx themfelves with them: And
semember, that your chriffian perfeétion does not
fo much confift in building a tai'rnack upon mount
Sabor, to reft and énjoy rare fights there ; as inre-
{olutely taking up the crofs, and folewing Chrift
to the palace of a proud Caiaphas, to the judgment-
hall of an unjuft Pilate, and to the top of an igno-
‘minious Cglvary. Ye never READ in your bibles,
¢ Let that glory be uponm you, which was alfo
upon St. Stepien, when be looked up fledfafily inte
beaven, and faid, Behold I fee the beavens open’d,
and the Son of man flanding on the right band of God.”
But ye have frequently read there, Let this mind'
be in you, which was alfo in Chriff Fefus, who made
bimfelf of no reputation, took upon bim the form of a .
JServant, and being found in fafbion as @ man, bumbled
bimfelf, and bocame obedient unto death, even the death.
of the crofs. ' '

See him on that ignominious gibbet : he hangs:
~=abandoned by his, friends—furrounded by his.
foes——condemned by the rich — infulted by the:
poor.—He hangs ;—a worm and no man—a very
{corn of, men, and the out-caft of the people.—Alk
that fee him, laugh him to fcorn. They ﬂwotth out

. Vg
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sheir lips, and fhake their heads, faying, He trufted
in God, that he would deliver him: Let him de-
Liver him, if he will have him,—There is none to
belp him:—One of his apoitles denies, another
fells him; and the reft run away. Many oxen
are come about him :—Fat bulls of Bafan clofe
him on every fide—they gape upen  him with
their mouths, as it were a ramping lion :—He is
poured out like water -——his heart in the midit of
his body is like melting wax :—his ftrength is dried
up like a potfherd :—his tongue cleaveth to his
gums :—he is going into the duit of death :—Many
d»gs are come about bim :—and the counfel of the
wicked layeth fiege againit him :—His hands and.
feet are pierced :—You may tell all his bones :—
They ftand ftaring and looking upon him :—They
part his garments among them, and caft lots for the
only remain of his property, his plain, feamlefs
vetture. Both Suns, the vifible and the invifible,.
feem eclipfed. No chearing beam.of created light
gilds his gloomy profpe. No fimile of his hea-
~ venly Father fupports his agonizing foul. Neé
cordial [unlefs it be vinegar and gall] revives his
finking fpirits. He has nothing left, except bis
€od. But bis God-is enough for him. In bis God.
he has all things. And the’ his foul is ferzed with
Jorrow, even unto death; yet it hangs more firmly

upon bis God by a naked faith, than his lacerated
body does on the crofs by the clinched nails.—

The perfettion of his love thines in all its chriftian
glory. He not only forgives his infulting fdes and
bloody perfecutors’; but in the higheft point of
his paffion he forgets his own wants, and thirfts
-after their eternal happinefs. Together with his
.blood,‘ he pours out his. foul for them ; and excuf>-
ing them all he fays, Fatber, forgive them, for they
" know not what they do. O ye adult fons of God,.
in this glafs Seboid all with open face the glory of.
your Redeemer’s forgiving, praying love ; and, as-
ye bebold it, be changed into the jame image from glory

b0 glory, by the loving Spirit of the Lord. -
i _ . V..
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V. This leflon is deep: but he may teach you
one deeper ftill. By a ftrong fympathy with him
in all his {ufferings, he may call you to know bim
every way crxcified. Stern Juftice thunders from
heaven, Awake, O fword, againff the man avko is
my fellow ! The fword awakes—the fword goes
thro’ his foul—the flaming fword is quenched in
his blood. But is-one fizew of his pertedt faith
cut, one FIBRE of his perfe& refignation injur’d,-
by the aftonithing blow ? No: His God flays him,
and yet he trufls in bis God. By the nobleft of all
ventures, in the moft dreadful of all ftorms, he
meekly bows his head, and fhelters his departing

~foul in the bofomof bis God.—*¢ My God! My God!

fays he, tho’ all thy comforts have forfakex me, and
all thy fiorms and waves go over me, yet izio THY
bands Icommend my fpirit.—For thou avilt not leave
my foul in bell; neither avilt thou fuffer thine boly one to

Jee corruption.  Thou wilt fhewy me the path of life, in
thy prefence is fulucfs of joy, and at thy right hand
[where 1 thall foon s1T] there are pleafures for ever-
more.”—What a_pattern of perfeét confidence! O

" ye perfect chriftians, be ambitious to afcend to

thofe amazing heights of Chrift’s perfeftion : For
even bereuntoavere ye called :  becaufe Chrift alfo. fuf-
Jeredfor us; leaving us an example, that ye fhonld fol-
loww bis fleps : avho knesw no finy, who, awben be was
reviled, rewiled not again ; when be fuffered be threat-
ned not, but COMMITTED TWIMSELF to him that
judgeth righteonfly, It this is your high calling on
earth, reit not, O ye Fathers in Chtift, till your
patient hope, and perfe&t confidence in God, have
got their Juft vi¢tory over your laft enemy—the king

of terrors. :
The ground of a thoufand miflakes [fays Mr.
Wefly] ¢ is, the not confidering deeply, that love
¢ is the higheft gift of God, bumble, gentle, patient
¢ lpwe: that all vifions, revelations, manifefta-
¢ tions whatever, are little things compared to love,
¢ —Itwere well you fhould be throughly fenfible
¢ of this: The heaven of heavensis love. There -
: is
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¢ is nothing higherin religion : there is, in effeét,
¢ pothing elfe.  If you lock for any thing but
¢ more love, you are looking wide of the mark,
¢ youare getting out of the royal way. And when
¢ you are atking others, Have you received this
¢ or that bletling # if -you mean any thing but
¢ more love, you mean wrong: you are leading
¢ them out of the way, and putting them upona
¢ falfe fcent. Settle 1t then in your heart, that
¢ from the moment God has faved you from all fin,
¢ you are to aim at nothing, but mwoere of that love
¢ deferibed in the thirteenth of the Corinthians.
¢ You cango no higher than this, till you are
¢ carried into Abraham’s bofom.”

V1. Love is humble. ¢ Be therefore clothed aith
¢ bumility,’ fays Mr. Wefley : ¢ Let it not only fill,
¢ but cover you all over, Let modefty and felt-
¢ difidence appear in all your words and actions.
¢ Let all you fpeak and do, fhew that you are lit-
* tle, and bafe, and mean, and vile in your own
¢ eyes. Asone inftance of this, be always ready
¢ to own any fault you have beerr in.  If you have
¢ at any time thought, {poke, or acted wrong, be
¢ not backward to acknowledize it. - Never dream
¢ that this will hurt the caufe of God : no, it will
¢ further it. Be thercfore open and frank, when
¢ you are taxed with any thing: Let it appear juft
¢ asit is;; and you will thereby not hinder, but
¢ adorn the gofpel.’—Why fhould ye be more back-
ward in acknowledging your failings than in con-
fefling that ye do not pretend to infaliibility. St
Paul was perfe@ in the love which cafts out fear,
and therefore he boldly reproved the high prieft:

But, when he had reproved him more fharply than -

the fifth commandment allows, he dire&ly confef- .
fed his miitake, and fet his feal to the importance
of the duty, in which he had been inadvertently
wanting, Then Paul faid, 1 kNEW Not; brethren,
that be was the high-prieft: For it is awritten, Thos
Aalt not [peak evil of the ruler of thy people. ~St. John
was perfe& in the courteous, humble love, ;Vb'd'
’ rings

o
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brings us down at the feet of all. His courtefy,
his humility, and the dazzling glory, which beam-
ed forth from a divine meflenger {whom he appre-
hended to be more than a creature] betrayed him
into a fault contrary to that of St. Paul ; but far
from concealing it, he openly confefled ir, and
publifhed his confeffion for the edification of all the
churches. Whken I had beard and feen ([fays'he]
I fell down to worfbip before the feet of the angel whe
Sheaved me thefé things. Then faith be unto me, See thou
do it noty for Iam thy fcllow férvant. Chriftian per-
fection thines as much.in the childlike fimplicity,
with which the perfe&t readily acknowled(gc their
faults; as it does in the manly fteadinefs, with
which they refj unto blood, firiving againfl fin.

VII. If humble love makes us frankly confefs
our fawlts, much more does it incline us to own
ourfelves finners—mifirable finners before that God,
whoin we have fo frequently offended. I need nct

~ remind you, that your bodies are dead becaufe of fine

You fee, you feel it, and therefore, fo long as ycu
dwell in a prifon of fleth and blood, which death
{the revenger of fix] is to pull down ;—fo long as
your final juftification [as pardoned and fanctificd
finners] has not taken place :—Yea, fo long as ycu
break the law of paradifiacal perfetion, under
which you were origizally placed, it is meet,. right,
and your bounden duty to confider yourfclves «g
finners, who, [as tranfgreflors of the law of innc-
cence and the law of liberty] are guilty of death
~—of eternal death. St. Paul did fo atter he was
come to mount Sion, and to the Spirits of juft men ma’e
perfed. He ftill looked upon himfelf as the chief f
JSinners, becaufe he HAD BEEN a daring blafphemcr
of Chrift, and a fierce perfecutor ofg his people.
Chrift, fays he, came to fave SINNERs, of whom I

AM cHIEF. The reafon is plain. Matter of falt .

is, and will be matter of fact to all eternity. Ac-
cording to the do&rines of grace and juftice,” and
before the throne of God’s mercy and holinefe, a
Sinner pardoned and /qnﬂ{/ieddmuﬁ, in the very nature
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of things be confidered as a funer, for if you confi-
der him as a jaint, abfolutely abitralted from the
charaéter of a fizmer, how can he be a pardon’d and
Jandlified sinner?  To all eternity therefore, but
much more while death [the aages of fin] is at your
heels, and while ye are going to appear before the
judgment-feat of Chriff, to receive your final fentence
of abfolution or condemnation ; it will become you
to fay with St. Paul, W have all finned and come fbort
of the glory of God : being juftified freely [ As sSINNERS]
by bis grace, thro’ the redemption that is in Fefus Chriff
—altho’ we are juftified judicially, As BELIEVERS,
thro’ faith ;—As OBEDIENT BELIEVERS, thro’ the
obedience of faith; and As PERFECT CHRISTI-
ANs, thro’ chriftian perfection.

- 'VIII. Humble love becemes all things [but fin}
t0 all men, altho’ it delights moft in thofe who are
moft holy. Ye may, and ought to fet your love
of peculiar complacence upon God’s deareft chil-
dren—upon thofe who, hke yourfelves, excel ix
wirtue ; becaufe they more ftrongly reflet the
image of the God of LoVE, the HoLY one of Ifracl.
But, if ye defpife the weak, and are above lend-
ing them an helping hand; ye are fallen from
chriftian . perfetion, which teaches us to . dear one
another’s burdens, efpecially the burdens of the qweak.
Imitate there the tendernefs and wifdom of the good
Shepherd, who carries the Jambs in his bofom,

ently leads the fheep which are big with young, -
%egds with milk thofe who cannot bear firong meat,
"and fays to his imperfeét difciples, 1 bave many
things to fay to you, but ye cannot bear them now.

. IX. Where theloving Spirit of the Lord is, there
is libersy. Keep therefore at the utmoft diftance
from the fhackles of a narrow, prejudiced, bigoted
fpirit. The moment ye confine your love to the
people who think juft as you do, and your regard
to the preachers who exaétly fuit your tafte, you
fall from perfection. and turn bigots. ¢ I intreat

, L ¢ you,
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you’ [fays Mr. Welley, in his Plain Account}
beware of digotry. Let not your love, or bene-
ficence, be confined to Methodifls (fo called) only :
much lefs to that very fmall part of them, who
feem to be renewed in love : or to thofe who be-
lieve your’s and their report. O make not this
your Shibboleth’—On the contrary, as ye have
time and ability, do good to all men. Let your be-
nevolence fhine upon all : let your charity fend its
cherithing beams towards all, in proper degrees.
So fhall ye be perfed? as your beavenly Father, who
makes bis fun to fhine upon all ; altho’ he fends the
brighteft and warmeft beams -of his favour upon z/e
boufbnld of faith, and referves his richeft bounties
for thofe, who lay out their five talents to the beft
advantage.

X. Love, pure love, is fatisfied with the fupreme
Goed—with God, ¢ Beware then of defiring any
¢ thing but bim. Now you defire nothing elle.
Every other defireis drivenout: fee that none
enter in again. Keep thyfelf puré : Let your ¢ye
remain fingle, and your whole body fball be full of
“light, Admit no defire of pleafing food, or any
other pleafure of fenfe : no defire of pleafing the
-eye or the imagination: no defire of money, of
praife, or-efteem; of happinefs in any. creature.
You may bring thefe defires back ; but you need
not; you may feel them no more. O fland faff
in the Lberty avberewith Chrift bath made you free.
Be pattetns to all of denying yourfelves, and
taking up your crofs daily. Let them fee that
you make no account of any pleafure, which does
not bring you nearer to God; nor regard any
pain which does : that you fimply aim at pleafing
him, whether by doing or fuffering : that the con~
flant language of your heart, with regard to
pleafure or pain, honour or difhonour, riches or

poverty, is,

¢ All’s alike to me, fo I
¢ In my Lord may live and die !’

.d 2 XIQ
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XI. The 2¢f foldiers are fent upon the moft dif—
ficult and dangerous expeditions : and as you are
the beft foldiers of Jefus Chrift, ye will probably-
be called to drink deepeft of his cup, and to carry
the heavieft burdens. ¢ Expe&t contradiftion and
¢ oppofition’ [fays the judicious divine, whom I
have juft quoted] ¢ together with croffes of various
* kinds. Confider the words of St. Paul, 7o yox
S it is yiven in the behalf of Chrifl, for his fake, as
¢ a fruit of his death and interceflion for you,
¢ not only to believe, but alfo to SUFFER for bis fake,
¢ Phil. 1. 23. It is given ! God gives you this op-
¢ pofition or reproach : it is a frefh token of his
¢ love. And will youdifown the giver ? Or fpurn
¢ his gift, and count it a misfortune ? Will you
¢ not rather fay, ¢ Father, the hour is come, that
“¢ thou fhouldft be glorified. Now thou giveft thy
¢¢ child, to fuffer fomething for thee. Do with
¢ me according to thy will.”—¢ Know that thefe
¢ things, fir from being HINDERANCES to the
* work of Ged, or to your foul, unlefs by your
* own fault, are not only unavoidable in the courfe
¢ of providence, but profitablé, yea neceflary for
¢ you. Therefore receive them from God (not
¢ from chance) with willingnefs, with thankful-
¢ fulnefs. Receive them from mex with humility,.
¢ meeknefs, yicldingnefs, gentlenefs, fweetnefs.’

Love can never do, nor fuffer too much for its:
divine object. Be then ambitious, like St. Paul,
to be made perfe& in fufferings. I have already
obferved that the apoftle, not fatisfied to be a
perfect chriftian, would alfo be a perfe&t martyr;
earneftly defiring to kaow the fellavybip of Chriff’s.
[utmoft] /uferings. Follow him, as he followed
his fufering, crucified Lord. Your feet are fhod
with the preparation of the gofpel of*peace, run
after them both in the race of obedience, for the
crown ot martyrdom, if tbat crown is referved for
you. And if ye mifs the crown of thofe who are
martyrs in deed, ye fhall however receive the re-
ward of thofe who are martyrs in-intention—the

crown. of righteoufnefs and angelical perfe&ion).{u




L4l

-t NS 7

”©

B e B o sy T e B

AR o L T L R

et

XII. But do not fo defire to follow Chrift to the
garden of Gethfemane, as to refufe following him:
uow to the carpenter’s fhop, if providence zow calls.
you to it. Do not lofe the prefent day by idly
looking back at yeflerday, or foolithly antedating
the caves of so-morroay ¢ But wifely ufe every hour ;
Apending them as one who ftands on the verge of
gime—on the border of eternity, and who has his
work cut out by a wife providence from moment to.
moment. Never therefore negle® ufing the two
talents you have zow, and doing the duty which is
aow incumbent upon you. Should ye be temfpted
‘toit, under the plaufible. pretence of waiting for a.
-greater number of talents ; remember that God
doubles our talents in the way of duty, and thatit
is a maxim advanced by Elijba Colks himfelf, nfe
grace and bave [more] grace. Thercfore, ¢ to
¢¢ continual watchfulnefs and prayer, add continu-
4¢ al employment, fays Mr. Wefley, for grace flies
¢¢ a vacuum as well as nature ; the devil fills what-
.4¢ ever God does not fill.”—¢¢ As by aworks faith is
¢ made perfect, fo the completing or deftroying the
¢ work of faith, and enjoying the favoyr or futfer-
¢ ing the difpleafure of God, greatly depends on
-¢¢ every fingle alt of obedience.”—If you forget
this, you will hardly do. zow whatfoever your hand
findeth to do.. Much lefs will you dp 1t with all

your might—for God—tor eternity..

XIII.. Love- is modeft - Tt rather inclines to:
bathfulnels and filence,.than to talkative forwardnefs,
In a multitude of words there wanteth not fin: Be there-
fore flow to fteak 5 nor caff your pearls before thofe:
who cannot diftinguith them from pebbles. Never-.
thelefs, when you are folemnly called upon, to bear

.teftimony to the truth, and to {ay evbat great things.
.God has done for you ; it would be cowardice, or- -
falfe prudence, not to doitwith humility.. .Be then:

always ready to give an anfiver to every man wbo

{properly] aﬂwf you a reafor of the hope that is in:

3oy awith meeknefs [without fluttering anxiety] and’
. Dd ;3 itk
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with fear {with a reverential awe of God upon

yourminds] 1 Pet.iil. 15. The pertet are burn-

ing and fhining lights, and our Lord intimates, that,
as a candle is not lighted to be put under a bufbel, but
upon a candleflick; that it may give light to all the
house : fo God does not light the candle of pertet
love to hide it in a corner, butto give light to all
thofe who are within the reach ¢f its brightnefs.
If diamonds glitter, if ftars fhine, if flowers diiplay
their colours, and perfumes diftufe their fragrance,
to the horour of the Father of lights, and Author
of every good gift: If, without felf-feeking, they
difclofe bis glory to the utmoft of their power, why
fhould ye not go, and do likewife ? Gold anfwers
its moft valuable end when it is brought to light,
and made to circulate for charitable and pious uies 3
and not when it lies concealed in a mifer’s ftrong
box, or in the dark bofom of a, mine. But when
{ou lay out your fpiritual gcld for proper ufes,

eware of imitating the vanity of thofe coxcombs,
who, as often as they are about to pay for a trifle,
pull out an handful of gold, merely to make a thew
of their wealth.

XIV. Love, or Charity, rejoiceth in the {difplay

of an edifying] trath. Fattis fa& all the world .

over. 1f you can fay to the glory of God, that
you are alive, and fecl very well, when you do fo 5
why could you not alfo teftity to his honour, that
‘you fve not, but thit Chriff kiwveth in you; if you
Jreally find that this is your experience? Did net
St. J{)hn fay, Our lowe is made perfeél—becanfe as be
€5, fo ARE WE in this awerld? Did not St. Paul
write, The rightconfnefs of the low is fulfilled 1N vs,
~avho avalk after the Spirit? Did he not with the
fame fimplicity aver, that altho’ e bad nerhing,
and was forroafiul, yet he gofleffed-all things, and was
wkways rejoicing ?

Hence it appears, that, with refpect to the de-
claring or concealing what God has done for your
{oul, the line of your duty runs exzadtly between

‘ R the
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the proud forwardnefs of fome {iff pharifees, and
the woluntary bumility ot fome fhff myftics. The
former vainly boaft of more than they experience ;-
and, by that means, they fet up the curfed idol,
Jeif: ‘The latter ungraterully hide the avonde ful.
avorks of God, which the primitive chriftians fote
publicly in a variety of languages; and, by this
means, they refufe to exalt their gracious Bene-,
factor, Chriyfl. The firlt error is undoubtedly more
odious than the fecond; but, what need is there
of leaning to either? Would ye avoid them both 2
Let your TeMPers and LIVEs adways declare, that
perte& love is attainable in this life. And when
you have a proper call to declare it with your /igsand
pens, do it without forwardnefs, to the glory of
God; do it with fimplicity, for the edifieatipn of
your neighbour ; do it with godly jealowfy, left ye
fhould fhew the treafures of divine grace in your
hearts, with the fame /¢lf~complacerce, with which
King Hezckiah thewed his treafures, and the gok-
den veflels of the temple to the ambafladors of the
king of Babylon, remembering what a a dreadtul
curfe this piece of vanity pulled down upon him-
And [faiab (aid wnto Hezckiah, Hear the word of the
Lord. Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine
Doufe fhall be carried into Babylon: amothing fhall be
Lft, faith the Lord. If God fo feverely punifhed
Hezekiah’s pride, how properly does St. Peter
charge believers to giwe WITH FEAR a7 account of*
the grace which is inthem ! and how careful thoukd
ye be to obferve his important charge !

XV. If you will keep at the utmoft diftance from
the vanity which proved fo fatal to good King
Hezekiah, follow an excellent dire&tion of Mr.
Wefley. When you have done any thing for God,
or ¢ received any favour from him, retire, if not
¢ into your c/ofa, into your heart, and fay, ‘¢ 1
¢ come, Lord, to reftore to thee what thou haft
¢ given, and I freely relinquifh it, to enter again

_4¢ 1nto my own nothingnefs. For what is the moft
s perfet
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perfe& creature in heaven or earth in thy pre-
fence, but a void, capable-of being filled with.
thee and by thee, as the air which is void and
dark, is capable of being filled with the lighe
of the fun? Grant theretore, O Lord, that I
may never appropriate thy grace to myfelf, any
more than the air appropriates to itfelf the light
of the fun, who withdraws it every day to re-
flore it the next ; there being nothing in the
air, that either appropriates his light or refifts
it. O give me the fame facility of receiving
and reitoring thy grace and good works! I fay,
thine: for I acknowledge that the root from
which they {pring, is in thee and not inme.”’~—
The true means to be filled anew with the riches
of grace, is thus to ftrip ourfelves of it: -with-
out this it is extremely difficult not to faint in
the pradtice of gocd works. ”—¢¢ And theretore,
that your good works may receive their laft
perfection, let them lofe themfelves in God..
This is a kind of death to them, refembling
that of our bodies, which will not attain their
highett life, their immortality, till they lofe-
themfelves in the.glory of our fouls, or rather-
of God wherewith they thall be filled And it
is only what they had of earthly and mortal,
which good works lofe by this fpiritual death.,™

XVI. Would ye fee this deep precept put in:

.practice? Confider St. Paul. . Already pofleffed of
chriftian perfection, he does good works trom morn~
ing till night: He .swaras cvery one night and day-
1evith tears.. He carries the Gofpel from eaft to.
weft..  Wherever he ftops, he plants a church at
.the hazard of his life.. But inftead of refting in his;
.prefent perfe€tion, and in the good works which
. ipring from it, he grocvs ingrace, and in. the knows-
<ledge of our Lord Jejus Chrifi ; unweariedly following
afier, if that ke may apprebend that {perfetion] for-
~awbich alfo be is apprebended of Chriff Fefas,—that:-
celeftial pertection, of which he.got Lvely idm
' w
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when he was canght 76 to the third heaven, and heard
wn/peakable words, awbich it is not lawyful for a man te
utrer.  With what amazing ardor does he run his
race of chriftian perfetion for the prize of.that
higher perfection,! How does he forget the works -
of yefterday, when he lays himfelt out for God
to-day ! TZo’ dead, be yet [peaketh, nor can an ad-
drefs to perfect chriflians be clofed by a more pro-
er {peech than his. Brethren, fays he, Be fol-
frwers of me—1I count not myfelf to have apprebended
[my angelical perfection:] but THIS ONE THING I
DO, forgetting thofe things which are behind [fettling in
none ot my former experiences, refting in none of
my good works,] axd reaching forth unto thofe things
awbich are before, I prefs towards the mark, for the
[celeftial] prize of the high calling of God in Chrift
Fefus. Let us thercfore, as many as are PERFECT, be
thus minded : and if in any thing ye be otherwife
minded, God fball reveal even this unto you. In the
mean time you may fing the following hymn of the
Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley, which is defcriptive of
the deftruction of corrupt felf-will, and expreflive
of the abfolute refignation which characterifes a
perfed believer. .

To do, or not to do; to have,

Or not to have, I leave to Thee:
To be, or not tobe 1 leave:

Thy only will be done in me.
All my requefts are loit in one,
Father, thy only will be done.

Suffice that, for the feafon paft,
Myfelf in things divine I fought, -
For comforts cried with eager haite,
And murmur’d that I found them not:
I leave it now to thee alone,
" Father, thy only will be done.

Thy
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Thy gifts I clamour for nq more,
Or felfifhly thy grace require

Anevil heart to varnifh o’er;
Jefus the Giver I defire;

Atter the flefhno longer known :

Father, thy only will be done.

Welcome alike the crown or crofs ;
Trouble I cannotafk, nor peace,

Nor toil, nor reft, nor gain, nor lofs,
Nor joy, nor grief, nor pain, nor eafe,

Nor life, nordeath : but ever groan,

Father, thy only will be done.

This hymn fuits all ¢he believers who are at the
bottom of mount Sion, and begin to join the fpirits
of juft men made perfet. Butwhen the triumphal
chariot of perfeét love glorion/ly carries you to the
top of perfection’s hill ;—when you are raifed far
above the common heights of the perfe@—when you
are almoft tranflated into glory like Elijah, then you
may fing another hymn of the fame chriftian poet,
with the Rev. Mr. Madan, and the - numerous bo-
dy of imperfetionifts who ufe his colleGtion of
Pfalms, &c.

Who in Jefus confide,
They are bold to out-ride
"The ftorms of afflition beneath 3
With the prophet they foar
‘To that heavenly fhore,
And out-fly all the arrows of death,

By Faith we ARE coME
To our PERMANENT HOME ;
"By Hope we THE RAPTURE IMPROVE 2
Bylove wE sTILL RISE,
And_Look pown on the fkies—e
For the HEAVEN OF HEAVENS 1s LOVE !

Whe

-
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Who on earth can conceive
How happy we LIVE
In the city of God the great King!
" What a concert of praife,
‘When our Jefus’s-grace
The whole heavenly company fing !

What a rapturous fong,
When the glorified throng
In the fpirit of harmony join!
" Join all the glad choirs,
Hearts, voices, and lyres,
And the burthen is mercy divine!

But when you cannot follow Mr. Madan, and
the imperfectionifts of the Lock-chapel, to thofe
rapturous heights of perfeion, you need not give
up your fhield. You may ftill rank amongthe per-
fect, if you can heartily join in this verfion of Pfe
CXXXia

Lord, thou doft the grace impart!
Poor IN SPIRIT, MEEK IN HEART,
I will as my Mafter be

RooTED in humility.

Now, dear Lord, that thee I know,
Nothing will I feek below,

Aim at nothing great or high,
LowLy both 1N HEART and EYE.

SIMPLE, TEACHABLE, and MILD.
Aw’d into a LITTLE CHILD,
Quiet now without my food,
Wean'd from ev’ry creature good,

Hangs my new-born foul on thee,
Kept from aLL idolatry ;
Nothing wants beneath, above,
Refting 1n thy perfect love,
That

o e Y T A T
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‘That your earthen veflels may be filled with
this love till they break, and you enjoy the divine .
Objet of your gith without an interpofing veil of
grofs fleth and blood, is the wifh of one who fin-
cerely praifes God on your account, and ardently

Prays,

¢¢ Make up thy jewels, Lord, and thew

- The glorious, fpotlefs church below.
The tellowthip of faints make known ;
And Oh! my God, might Ibeone!

O might my lot be caft with zbefe,
The leaftof Jefu’s witnefles ! -

O that my Lord would count me meet
To wath his dear difciples feet !

To wait upon his faints below !
On gofpel-errands for them go!
Enjoy tbe grace to angels given !

' Aad ferve the royal heirs of heaven! ”
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Chofe 1o which an afterifm is prefixed affell the fenfe,

Page. Line.
v. = Laft word, fack-
vil. — 18 sbe

15 — 7 paradifacal

and in all other places w

read fackclorh -
read ¢¢ the

read {:radiﬁdml

re rhis word occurs.

# 19 Cancel the three laft lines of the consenss of Sect. II.

# 154 Cancel the three laft lines of the conrents of SzcT. X1II.

24— 13 prccabile
L 25§ — 7
39 (Note.) 2 in-forms
@ 74 laft line-but two, or
. 99— x5 Phillipians
82 — 2 believer
% 92— 27 anddo
104 — 16 Many
# 107 = 10 IMMEDIAT
" 138 — 30
* 153 = 1
156 — 31
# 157 — 22
.164, includg line 30, 3
" 182 — ¢ Authors
189 — 2t yéconctle

awhere

Sin—A

read peccable
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read informs
read ;f
read Pbhilippians
read -belicvers
read and doing
read [ Many
LY read MEDIATLY

timouroufuefs read fimoroufnefs

read Is it where

" read fin,~a

Argument, &e. read Arg. 1. Se, xiw.

3z in commas-
read Author’s
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® 242"— 3 cancelzbat
Ditto— 16 Chrift. il read Chrift, sll .
% 235 — 15 profecutor  read protecior,
254 — 20 judmgent  read judgment
* 259 — 27 awhere read were
B 261 ~~ 35 enture” read venture.
* 263 — 3 I - read Ir o
+ 297-=< 29 - uncvengelical read unevangekcal
285 — 4o priceplion  read perception
28;_.-— ‘;6 fvrbi/b:r read whesher N
.sgg — 22 }gave out Ye. Y .
;- 298 — 33 fo i read fo.- - - -
314 = a7 hrEITIG;gead tun
R Y .
23y 79
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