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{v . PrEFACE

nefs of the charaéter, (which could fcarcely have

been legible to the Author in his latter years) I

judge them to have been the firlt effay of a geni-

us afterwards {fo much admired. The Fragments,

of which fome appear as the thoughts of the day,

others a5 notes of {fermons, bear date the firft few
ears of his miniftry.

If, therefore, any part of this volume, however
excellent, be deemed inferior to the more mature

- produétions of the fame admirable pen, it is ho-
ped that candour will have at leaft as much weight
as criticifin. ,

The Reader is farther requefted, to remember
that the pious Author wrote only for himfelf and
his friends; that thefe fheets want his perfecting
hand; and that the Editor thought himfelf enti-
tled to take no liberties.

It is not expeéted that Mr. Fletcher’s reputati-
on as a writer will receive new luftre from thele
Pojtlumous Pieces: But, if the many friends, who
revere his themory, find edification and delight

- in perufing his apoftolick letters; if any, whofe
oppofition of fentiment would not allow them to.
converfe with him as a polemick divine, thall now
receive him to their breafts, as a Chriftian bro-
ther; if any, who have not reaped the rich har-
veft of his foriner writings, are benefited by the
gleanings of the field; and if the world in gene-
ral is made better acquainted with the virtues of
this excellent man: all the ends propofed by their
publication will be obtained, and the Editor will
think himnelf juftified in giving them to the
refs,
That the benedition of the Almighty may at-
tend thele laft labours of his Servant, thlgt ahe
cader
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Reader may imbibe the fpirit of the Author, and

that myfelf and all my Fellow-labourers in the

{z!},)el, may emulate his faith and work in the
rd, is the earneft defire of

Tuz Epitor.
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PASTORAL LETTERS. .

Bath, O&. 3oth, 1765.

'1‘0 thofe who love the Lord Jefus Chrift in,

and about Madeley: Peace be multiplied to

ou from God the Father, and from our Lord

}efus Chrift, through the operations of the Holy
Ghoft. Amen,

Y the help of divine provie

. dence, and the affiftance of

your prayers, I came fafe here. - I was, and am

ftill, a good deal weighed down under the fenfe

of my own infufficiency to preach the unfearch-
able riches of Chrift to poor, dying fouls.

This place is the feat of Satan’s gaudy throne:
the Lord hath, neverthelefs, a-few names here,
who are not aifhamed of him, and of whom he is -
not athamed, both among the poor and among the
rich. There are not many of the laft, though
blefled be God for any one: it is a great miracle
if one camel pafles through the eye of a needle,
ar, in other words, if one rich perfon enters into
the kingdom of heaven. I thank God, none of
you are rich in the things of this world. Youare
freed from a double fnare, even from Dives’s por-
tion in this life. May you know the happinefs
attending your ftate. It is a mercy to be driven:
<y . T As - te




(23
to the throne of grace, even by bodily want, and
to live in dependance on divine mercy for a mor=
{el of bread. : T

I have been fowing the feed the Lord hath gi-
ven me both in Bath and Briftol,and I hope your
prayers have not been loft upon me as a minifter ;
for though I have not been enabled to difcharge
my office, as I would, the Lord hath yet, in fome~
meafure, ftood by me, and over-ruled my foolith«
nels and helplefinefs. I am much fupported by
the thought that you bear me on your hearts,
and when you come to the throne of grace to afk
a blefling for me in the name of Jefus, the Lord
doth in no wife caft you out.

In regard to the ftate of my foul, I find, blefled
be God, that as my day is, {0 is my ftrength to
travel on, either through good or bad report.
My abfence from you anfwers two good ends to
" me :—I feel more my infufficiency, and the need
of being daily ordained by Chrift to preach his’
gofpel; and T fhall value the more my-privileges
- among you, pleafe God I return fafely to you.
I had yefterday a moft advantageous offer made me
of going, free coft, to vifit my mother, brothers,
and fifters in the flefh, whom I have not feen for
eighteen years; but I find my relations in the

fpirit are nearer and dearer to me, than my rela. .

tions in‘the flelh. I have, therefore, rejeéted the'
kind offer, that I may return among you, and be
comforted by the mutual faith both of you and
me. . : .

I hope, dear brethren, you improve much une
der the miniftry of that faithful fervant of God,
Mr. Brown, whom Providence bleffes you with,
Make hafte to gather the honey of knowledge and

o : grace

L]
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ce as it drops from his lips; and may 1 find
fﬁi hive of your hearts fo fuﬁ’ls of it, onymy re-
turn, that I may fhare with you in the heuavenly
ftore. In order to this, befeech the Lord to ex-
cite your hunger and _thirft for Jefus’s fleth and
blood, and to increafe your defire of the fincere
milk of the word. en people are hungry,
they will find time for their meals; and a good
appetite does not think a meal a day too much,
s you go to your fpiritual meals do not forget
to pray all the way, and to feaft your fouls in
hopes of hearing fome good news from heaven,
and from Jefus, the faithful, loving friend whom
you have there: And when you return, be fure
to carry the unfearchable riches of Jefus’s dyin
and rifing love home to your houfes, in the vefle
of a believing heart.

Let your light be attended with the warmth of
Jove. Be not fatisfied to /nowthe way to heaven,
but walk in it immediately, conftantly, and joy-
fully. Beall truly in earneft: you may, indeed,
impofe upon your brethren, by a formal attend-
ance on the means of grace, but you cannot de-
ceive the Searcher of hearts. Let him always fee -

our hearts ftruggling towards him; and if you

all through heavinefs, floth, or unbelicf, do not
make a bad matter worfe by continuing helplefs
in the ditch of fin and guilt. Up, and away to
the fountain of Jefus’s blood. It will not only
walh away the guilt of paft fins, but ftrengthen
you to tread all iniquity under your feet for the
time to come. Never forget, that the foul of the
diligent {hall be made fat, and that the Lord will
fpue the lukewarm out of his mouth, unlefs he- -

As g
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gets that love which makes fervent in fpirit, dili-
gent in bufinefs, ferving the Lord.

You know the way to get this love is, (1.) To
confider the free mercy of God, and to believe
- in the pardoning love of Jefus, who died the juft
for the unjuft, to bring us to God. (2.) To be
frequently, if not conitantly applying this faith,
with all the attention of your mind, and all the
fervour of your heart— Lord I am loft, but
¢ Chrift hath ‘died.” (3.) To try a&ually to
love, as you can, by {fetting your affeétions on
Chrift, whom you {ge not; and for his fake, on

our brethren whom you do fee. (4.) To ufe
much private prayer for yourfelves and others;
and to try to keep up that communion with God -
- and-your abfent brethren. I beg in order to
this, that you will not forfake the affembling of -
yourfelves together, as the manner of fome is:
and when you meet as a Society, be neither back-
ward, nor forward to {peak. Efteem yourfelves
every one a$ the meaneft in company, and be glad
to fit at the feet of the lowefl. If you are tempted
againftany one, yield not to the temptation, and
Pr.:fr much for that love, which hopes all things,
and puts the beft conftruétion even upon the
worft of failings. I beg, for Chrift’s fake, I may
find no divifions nor offences among.you on my
return. If there be any confolation in Chrift, if any
comfort of love, if any fellowfhip of the Sfirit, if aly
bowels and mercies, fulfl ye my joy, that ye be like-mind-
ed, having the fame love, beinz of one accord, and of one
mind. Let nothing be done through firife or vain glory ;
but in lowlinefs of mind, let each efteem other better than
themfelves. )

1 carneftly requeft the continuance of your

v o prayers
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prayers for me, both as a minifter, and as your
companion in tribulation.  Afk particularly, that
the Lord would keep me from hurting his caule in
thefe parts; and that when Providence fhall Lring
me back among you, I may be more thorough-
ly furnifhed for every good work. Pardon
me, if I do not falute you all by name: my heart
does it, if my pen does not. That the blefiing
of God in Jefus Chrift may crown all your hearts,
and .all your meetings is the earneft prayer of,
My very dear Brethren, Yours &c, I. F.

Oakhall, Sep. 23rd, 1766,

TO thofe who love or fear the Lord Jefus Chrift
at Madeley : Grace, peace, and love be multi-
‘():\ied to you from our God and Savicur Jefus

hrift. ' :

PRovidence, My dear Bre-
, thren, called me fo fud-
denly from you, that I had not time to take my
" leave, and recommend myfelf to your prayers.
But I hope the good Spirit of our God, which is
. the Spirit of love and fupplication, has brought
me to your remembrance, as the pooreft and weak=
eft of Chrift’s minifters, and confequently, as hinz.
whole hands ftand moft in need of being firength~
ened and lifted up by your prayers. Pray on,
then, for yourfelves, for ome another, and for
him whofe glory is te minifter to you in holy
things, and whofe forrow it is not ta de it,'in a
manner more, fuitable to the majefty of the gof=
1, and more profitable to your fouls.
My heart is with you; neverthelels, I bear pas
, R - tiently
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tiently this bodily feparation for three reafonse
Firft, the variety of more faithful and able mini-
fters whom you have, during my abfence, is more
likely to be ferviceable to you, than my prefence
among you: and I would always prefer your pro-
fit to my fatisfattion. Secondly, I hope Provi-
dence will give me thofe opportunities of con-
verling and praying with a greater variety of ex-

erienced Chriftians, which will tend to my own
improvement, and I truft, in the end, to yours.
Thirdly, I flatter myfelf, that after fome wecks
abfence, my miniftry will be recommended by
the advantage of novelty, which (the more the
{:\ity) goes farther with fome, than the word it-

elf. In the mean time, I thajd give you fome
advice, which, it may be, will pfuve both fuitable
and profitable to you.

(1.) Endeavour to improve daily under the mi-
niftry which Providence blefles you with. Be
- careful to attend it with diligence, faith, and
" prayer. Would it ndt be a great {hame, if, when

minifters coms thirty or forty wmiles to offer you
- peace and pardon, ftrength and cqmfort, in the
name of God, any of you fhould {light the glori=
ous meflage, or hear it, as if it was nothing to you,
" and as if you heard it not? See, then, that you
never come from a fermon, without being more
deeply convinced of fin and righteoufnefs.

(2.) Ule more prayer before you go to church.
Confider that your next appearance there may be
in a coffin; and entreat the Lord to give yon
now, {o to hunger and thirft after righteoufnefs,
that you may be filled. Hungry people never
go faftidg from a feaft. Call to mind the text }
preached from, the laft Sunday but one beforfé fll'

¢
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left you, Wherefore laying afde all guile &c. (1
Pet. 11, 12.)

(3.) When you are under the word, beware of
fitting as judges, and not as criminal:,  Many judge
of the manner, matter, voice, and perfon of the
preacher.  You, perhaps, judge all the congrega-
tion, when you thould judge yourfelves worthy
of eternal death; and yet, worthy of eternal life,
through the worthinels of Him, who flood and
was condemned at Pilate’s bar for you. The mo-
ment you have done crying to God, as guilty, or
thanking Chrift, as repricved criminals, you have
reafon to conclude that this advice is levelled at
you. :
(4.) When you have ufed a means of grace, and
dongt find. yourfelves fenfibly quickened, let it

be a matter of deep humiliation to you. For -
want of repenting of their unbelief and hardnefs
of heart, fome get into a habit of deadnefs and
indolence; fo that they come to be as infenfible,
and as little afhamed of themfelves for it, as
fones. : )

(5.) Beware of the inconfiftent behaviour of
thole, who complain they are full of wanderings,
in the evening, under the word, when they have
fuffered their minds to wander from Chrift all the
day long. O! get acquainted with him, that you
may walk in him, and with him. Whatfocver
you do or fay, efpecially in the things of God,
do, or fay it, as if Chrift was before, Lehind, and
on every fide of you. Indeed, he is (o, whether
you confider it or not; for if when he vifikly ap-
peared on earth, he called himfelt the Son o Mam
who is in heaven, how much more, them, is he pre~
fnt on earth now, that he makes his immediute:

: ’ appearance

Vo
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appearance in heaven? Make your confcience
then, to maintain a fenfe of his blefled prefence
all the day long, and, all-the day long you will
have a continual feaft; for can you conceive any
thing more delightful, than to be always at the
fountain of love, beauty, and joy ;—at the fpring
of power, wildom, goodnefs, and truth? Can
‘there be a purer and more melting happinefs,
than to be with the beft of fathers, the kindeft of
brothers, the moft generous of benefaétors, and
~ the tendereft of hufbands? Now Jefus is all this,
and much more to the believing foul. O! be-
lieve, my friends, in Jefus now, through a continual
xw ; and, until you can thus believe, mourn oyver
your unbelieving hearts; drag them to him, as
you can; think of the efficacy of his blood fhed for
the ungodly, and wait for the Spirit of faith from
- on high.
o G.YSome of you wonder, why you cannot be-
lieve; why you cannot fee Jelus with ‘the eye of
your mind, and delight in him with all the affec-
tions of your heart. I apprehend the reafon to
be one of thele, or, perhaps, all of them. o
Firft, you are not poor, loft, undone, helplefs
finners in yourfelves. You indulge {piritual and
- refined felf-righteouliiefs; you are not yet dead to
" the law, and quite. f‘ﬂ‘u'rz by the commandment.
Now the kingdom of heaven belongs to none but
the poor in Spirit. Jefus came to fave none but
~ the loft. What wonder, then, if Jefus is. nothing
to you, and if you do not live in his kingdomn of
p=ice, righteoufnefs, and joy in the Holy Ghoft?
_ Secondly, perhaps, you {pend your time in cu-
rious reifonings, inftead of cafting yourlelves, as

forlorn finners, at Chrift’s feet; leaving it to him
) o to
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ta blefs you, when, and in the manner, and degree,
he pleafes. Know, that he is the wife and {ove-
reign God, and that it is your duty to lie before
hin as clay,—as fools,—as finful nothings.
Thirdly, perhaps, fome of you wilfully keep
idols of one kind or other; you indulge fume fin
againft lightand knowledge, and it is neither mat-
ter of humiliation, nor confeffion to you. The-
love of praife, of the world, of money, and of
fenfual gratifications, when ‘not lamented, are as
implacable enemies to Chrift as Judas and Herod.
can you believe, feeing you feek the honour that
ometh of men? Hew, then, your Agags in pieces
before the Lard ; run from your Delilshs to Jefus;
cut off the right hand, and pluck out the right
eye that offends you. Come out from among them,
eud be feparate, faiih the Lord, and I will receve you.
Neverthelefs, when . you firive, take care not to
make yourfelf a righteoufnefs of your ftriving,
Remember that meritorious, juftifying righteoul-
nefs. is finithed and brought in, and that your
works can no more add to it, than your fins can
diminifh from it. Shout, then, the Lord our Righ-
teoufnefs; and, if you feel yourfelves undone fin-
ners, humbly, yet boldly fay, In the Lord I have
vighteoufne(s and firength. ]
en I was in London, I endeavoured to make
the moft of my time; that is to fay, to hear, re=
ceive, and pra&ife the word. Accordingly, I
went to Mr. Whitfield’s tabernacle, and heard

him give his Society a moft excellent exhortation

Upon love. He began by obferving, ¢ that

* ‘ when the apoftle St. John was old, and paft

* walking and preaching, he would not forfake

* the aflemhling himfelf with the 'b,rcthgen,ma:»
. [

o
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- # the manne. of too many is, upon little or no
¢ pretence at all. On the contra.rz, he got hime
¢ {elf carried to their meecting, and with his laft
¢ threid of voice, preached to them his final fer-
* mon, cofifting of this one fentence, My little
¢ children love one another.” 1 with, I pray, I eur-

nelly beech you, to follow that evangelical,,

apoftolical advice; and, till God makes you all lite
tle children, little in your own eyes, and fimple
as little children, give me leave to fay, my dear
brethren, love one another; and of courfe, judge
not, provake not, and be not fhy one of another ;
but beir ye one another’s burdens, and fo fulfil
the law of Chrift. Yea, bear with one another’s
infirmities, and do not eafily caft off any one; no,
not for fin, except it is obflinately perfifted in.

My fheet is full, and fo is my heart, of good
wi-hes for you, and ardent longings after you all,
When I return, let me have the comfort of find=
ing you all believing and loving. Farewell, my
dexr brethren. The blefling of God be with you

alll This is the earneft defire of your unworthy

minifter, I. F.

Madeley, — 1775+

Mrs, Mary Cartwright.
_ My dear Friend,

AS it may be long before you -

have an opportunity to hear

a fermon, I find my(elf drawn by friendibip and

paftor:l care, to fend you a few lines to meditate
upon to morrov. .

As 1 was longing for an opportunity to (i?i.'"

€y
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Xife, friends, and liberty to Him, who is worth a
thoufand fuch alls, I thought, I muft wait for no
other opportunity, and found another bleffing, in
ufing the prefent moment. I did not forget to
offer you among my friends, and 1 found it on
my mind to pray and praife with you; and to be-
feech you to fulfil my joy, Ly giving me to fee
you all glorious within, and full of eager defire
to be with our everlafting friend. O let us take
a thoufand times more notice of him, till the
thought of him engroffes all other thoughts, the
defire of him all otﬁer defires!

Nothing can reconcile me to let my friends go,
but the fulleft evidence that they are going to Je-
fus. If you go before me, let me not want that
comfort. Let me never fee you, but full of an

earneft defire to do and fuffer the will of our Cod.

I wanted to fee heavenly joy and glory beaming
from your eyes laft night, and, I feared, I faw them
not. Pardon my fears, if they have no founda-
tion. Charity thinks no evil, hopes all, and yet
is jealous w.itﬁ' a godly jealoufy; and the warmer
the charity, the ftronger and keener the jealoufy,
A doubt paffed through my mind, whether you
bhad not caught our dulnefs, whether your foul 1s as
near to God, as it was fome weeks ago, O! if the
multiplied mercies of God towards us do not roufe
us to the third heaven of gratitude, what will?

My prayer, my ardent prayer to God, and I

make it now afreil,, with tears of defire, is that you
m:y live as one, who does not depend on another-
breath. Come, my dear friend, up with your
heart, and (pre:d the arms of your f.ith, Wel-
come Jefus. Eelieve till you are drawn atove
yourfelf and earth;—tdl" your flaming foul

v ' - mountsy

v
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mounts, and lofes itfelf in the Sun of righteoufs I
nels. I want you to be a burning, fhining light, §
fetting fire to all the thatch of the Devil, and |
kindling every fmoking flax around you. Difap- !
poit not the Saviour’s hope, and mine. I expect
to fee you not only = rifen Lazarus, and a {pared |
Hezekiah, but a Mary. at Jefus’s feet, a Deborah
in the work of the Lord. There is what St. Paul '
calls a being bejide ourfelves, which becomes you fo
much the better, as you are reftored to us againﬂi\; ;
hope—and for how long, we know not. . F

Fulfil my joy, I-fay, which muft droop till E. -
ean rejoice over you hiving, dying, or deud, with

+joy unfpeakable and full of glory. Give yourfelf
much to believing, thankful, folemn prayer. ;
was coddemned for net making more of the fo-
lemn opportunity I'had with you laft Thurday.
O! if we are fpared ta tneet again, let us pray un+
til we wind our hearts into ardent praife, and theny j
!
|
i

let us praife till we are. caught into heaven.
Hold up our hands to morrow, and if we meet'on
-Monday, be it in the name of Chrift, te pour the
oil of joy into each other’s heatts, by confefling
him more heartily our God, our.life, our prefent.
and never dying friend. Farewell in him every
way. Yours &, I. F. -

, Briftol; July 11th, 1776.
Mr. Michael Onions.
" My dear Brother,

HAVING {u& feen, at the
' Wells, Mr. Darby, who is
going back to the Dale, I gladly feize the oppor-

‘ tunity
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tunity of letting you know what the Lord does
or my foul and body. W ith relpeét to my Let-

r part, I feel a degree of righteuu!nels, peuce,

Fand joy, and wait for the eftablithipent of Lis in-
ternal kingdom in the Holy Ghoft; and the hojes
of my being rooted and grourded in the love th: :t
cafts out every degree of flavifh fear, grow maic

lively every day. - I thank God, I am not afrcid
-of any evil tidings, and my heart ftands caln, Le=
lieving in the Lord, and defiring hin to do with
me whatfoever he pleafeth.  With refpeét to my
body, I know not what to fuy, but the phyfcian
fays, ““ he hopes I fhall do well:” und fo 1 hope
and believe too, whether I recover my ftrength
or not. Health and ficknefs, life and death are
el when the Lord fends them; and all things
work together for good to thofe that love God.

1 am forbid preaching; but, bleflfcd be Ged, T

am not forbid by my heavenly Phyfician, to pruy,
believe, and love. “This is a fweet work which
heals, delights, and ftrengthens. . Let us do it tiil
we recover our fpiritual ftrength; and then, whe-
ther we fhall be feen on earth or not will matter
nothing, I hope you bear me en your hearts, a8
Ido youton mine. My with for you is, that you
may bé inward poffeffors of an inward kingdom
of grace: that you may fo hunger and thirft after -
righteoulnefs as to be filled ; and that you may fo
call on your heavenly Father in fecret, that he’
may reward you openly with abundance of grace,
which may evidence to all, that he honours you,
becaufe you honaur him.

O! be hearty in the caule of religion. T would
have you. either hot or cold; for it is a teartul
thing to be in danger of falling into the hands :f
: tne
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the living God, and fharing the fate of the luke-
warm, ge ke nbly zealous for your own falvation,
and for God’s glory; nor forget to care for the
falvation of each other., The cale of wicked
Cain is very common, and the praftice of many
fays, with thit wretch, An I my brother's keeper®
O! pray God to keep you by his mighty power,
through faith, to falvation.  Keep yourfelves in
the love of God if you are there; and keep one
another by exanple, reproof, exhortation, encouraze-
ment, [daal é’myer, and a faith'ul ufe of all the means
of graces Ule yourfelves to bow at Chrift’s feet ;

as your Prophet, go to him continually for the

ho?;r anointing of his Spirit, who will be a teacher

always near, always with you and in you. If you

_ have that inwird Inftruélor, you will fuffer no

material lo%s, when your outwird teachers are re-

moved. Mike the moft of dear Mr. Greaves

while you have him. While you have the light

of God’s word, believe in the light, that you may

be the children of the light, fitted for the king<

dom of eteraal light, where I charge you to meet,

with joy, your affeétionate brother and miniﬁir,F

Briftol, O&, —~— 1776.

TO all who fear and love God in and about Ma~

dzley: Grace and peace, power and love, joy
and triumph ia Chrift be multiplied to you,
through the blood of the Lamb, through the
word that teflifies of that blood, and through the

Spirit who makes the application.

I Expeéted I fhould have been

wia’; .
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with you to fee your love, and be edified by
;‘Burconverfation, but Providence has hindered,
wice I had fixed the day of my departure from
this place ; and twice, the night {cforc that day, I
was taken worfe than ufual, which, together with
the unanimous forbiddings of my fpiritual, tempo-
ral, and medical friends here, made me put off m
journey. The argument to which I have l¥iel -
ed is this, “ There is yet fome little probability,
that if you ftay here you might recover firength
todo a little minifterial work; but if you go now
you will ruinall.” However, God is my witnefs,
that, if I have not ventured my life to come and
fee you, it was not from a defire to indulge myfelf,
butto wait and fee if the Lord would reftore me a
little frength, and add a few years to my life,
that 1 miggt employ both in your fervice; juft as
2 horfe is fometimes kept from his owner, and
confined to the yard of a farrier, until he recovers
the ability of doing his mafter fome fervice, I -
only defire to know, do, and fuffer the will of
God concerning me; and I affure you, my dear -
brethren, if I faw it to be his will, that 1 fhould
give up the means of health I have here, I would
not tarry another day, but take my chance, and
come to my dear chirge, were the parith fituat.
ed ten times more North than it is. :
I do not, however, defpair of praifing God with
you in the body; but let us not ft1y for this to
praife him. Let us blefs him now; and if any of
you are under a cloid of unbelief, and fee no
matter of priife in being out of hell, in being re-
d:emed by Chrift, crowned with thoufands of fpie
titual and temnnoral mercies, and -called to take

wlelion of a kingdom of glory; I beg you would ' .-~
i’

‘-':"'h
. .{5‘&
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Fraife him on my account, who raifes me fo man
Ariends in time, who affli&ts me with fo gentle a
. hand, who keeps me from all impatience, and of-
ten fills me with confolation in my trouble; giv-
ing me a {weet hope that all things work, and
thall work together for good.

Love one another. The love you fhew one to

another will greatly refrelh my heart. Keep
united to our common head, }Iefus. Pray for
your infirm minifter as he does for you; and let
me hear of your growth in grace, which will be
health ta the withering bones of your unprofit-
able fervant, I. F.
+ P. S§. Medicine does not feem to relieve me;
but I rejoice that when outward remedies fail,
there is ane, the blood, and word, and Spirit of
Jelus, which never fails ;—which removes all Tpi-
.ritual maladies, and will furely give us eternal
life. Let me recommend that remedy to you all:
You all want it, and, blefled be God, I can fay,
Probatum eft—tried. o

Newit;gton,-Dec. 28th, 1776.

‘Fo the Parifhioners of Madeley.
My dear Parithioners,

1 hoped to have fpent the
- Chriftmas holydays with
you, and to have miniftered to you in holy
things; but the weaknels of my body confining
me here, I humbly fubmit to the divine difpen=-
fution, and eale the trouble of my ablence, by
beiag prefent with you in Spirit, and by reflect=
ing on the plealurc 1 have felt, in ycars %axflté
S w
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while finging with you, Unto us a child is born, unto
us a fon is given, &co  This truth is as true now as
it was then, and as worthy to be thankfully re-
j ceived at Newington as at Madeley. Let us,
then, receive it with all readinels, and it will u-
nite us: we fhall meet in Chrift the centre of laft-
ing union, the fource of true life, the fpring of
. pure righteoufnefs and joy; and our hearts thall
be full of the fong of angels, Glory be to God on
kigh!  Peace on earth! Good-will towards each othery
ad all mantind!
In order to this, may the eye of your under-
fanding be more and more opened to fee your
need of'a Redeemer; and to behold the fuitzble«
nels, freenefs, and fulnefs of the redemption,
which was wrought out by the Son ot God, and
which is applied by the Spirit, through fuith.
The with which glows in my loul is fo ardent and
powerfu], that it brings me down on my knees,
while I write, and, in thut fuppiicating pofture, I
entreat you all, to confider and improve the day
of your vifitation, and to prepare in good earneit,_
to meet, with joy, your God and your unworthy
piftor in another world. Weak as 1 was when
left Madeley, I hear that feveral, who were then
young, healthy, and ftrong, have got the flart of
me; and that fome have been hurried into eter-
nity, without being indulged with a moment’s
warning. May the awful accident ftrike a deeper
confideration into all our fouls. May the {vund
of their bodies, daihed to pieces at the bottom of
a pit, roufe us to a fpeedy converfion, that we may
never full into the bortomlefs pit, and that ini-
%Elity and delays may not be our eternal ruin.
ottering as 1 ftand on_the brink of the grave,
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fome of you, who feem far from it, may drop in—
to it t‘)tqt;cl)re me; for what has happened, may hap-
pen ftill. '

Let us, then, all awake out of fleep; and let us
all prepare for our approaching change, and give
ourlelves no reft, till we have got golpel ground
to hope, that our great change will be a happy
one. In order to this, I befeech you, by all the
minifterial and providential calls you have had
for thele {eventeen years, harden not your hearts.
Let the long fuffering of God towards us, who
furvive the hundreds I have buried, lead us all to
repentance. Difmifs your fins, and embrace Je-
fus Chrift, who wept for you in the manger, bled -
for ,you in Gethfemane, hanged for you on the
crofs, and now pleads for you on his mediatorial
throne. By all that is near and dear to you, as
- men and as Chriftians, meet me not on the great
day, in your fins and in your blood, enemies to
Chrift by unbelief, and to God by wicked works.
Meet me in the garment of repentance, in the
vobe of Chrift’s merits, and in the white linen,
(the purity of heart and life) which is the holi-
nefs of the godly;—that holinefs, without which
1o man fhall fee God. Let the time paft fuffice,
in which fome of you have lived in fin. By re-
pentance put off the old man, and his works; by
faith put on the Lord Jefus and his righteoulnefs.
Let all wickednels be gone,—for ever goue, with
the old year; and with the new one begin a new.
life,—1 life of renewed devotion-to God, and of
increafing love to our neighbour.

The fum of all I have preached to you is con-
tained in four propofitions, Firft, heartily repent
of your fins, original and attual. Secondlyl,_ be-

ieve
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Yieve the gofpel of Chrift in fincerity and truth.
Thirdly, 1n the power which true faith gives (for
all things commanaed are poflible to him that le-
lieveth) run with humble faith the way of Gud’s
commandments before God and men. Fourthly,
by continuing to take up your crofs, and to re-
ceive the pure milk of Godxs word, grow in grace,
and in the knowledge of Jefus Chrift. So {hall
{:;u grow in peace and joy all the days of your
ife ; and when rolling years {hall be loft in eter-
nity, you will for ever grow in blifs and heavenly
glory. O what blifs! "What glory! The Lord
thall be our fun and our crown; and we {hall be
jewels in each others crown, 1 in yours, and you
it mine. For ever we fhall be with the Lord,
and with one another. We{hall all live in God’s
‘heavenly church, the heaven of heavens. All -
our days will be a fabbath, and our fabbath eter-

: No bar of bufinefs nor ficknefs, no dif-
ftance of time nor place, no gulph of death and
the grave, fhall part us more. e {hall meet in
the bofom of Abraham, who met Chrift in the
bofom aof divine love., O what a meeting! And
fhall {fome of us meet there this very year, which
we are juft entering upon? What a year! On
that bleffed year, if we are of the number of thole
who die in the Lord, our fouls {hall ‘burft the
womb of this corruptible fleth; we {halt ke born
into the other world; we fhall behold the Sun of
righteou(nefs without a cloud, and for ever balk
in the beams of his glory. Is not this propect
glorious enough to make us bid defiance to fin
and the grave; and to join the cry of the Spirit
and the Bride, Come, Lord Fefus, come guickly, tho
it {hould be in the black chariot of death? .
B2 "~ " Should

-
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Should God bid me to ftay én earth a little
longer, to ferve you in the gofpel of his Son;
thould he renew my ftrength, (for no word is im-
poffible with him) to do among you the work of a
paftor, I hepe I {hall, by God’s grace, provea
1more humble, zealous, and diligent minifter, than
I have hitherto been. Some o% you have fuppof-
ed that 1 made more ado about eternity and yout
precious fouls than they were worth; but how
great was your miftake! * Alas! it is my grief and
fhame that I have not been, both in publick and
private, a thoufand times more earneft and impor-
tunate with you about your fpiritual ¢oncerns.
Pardon me, my dear friends, pardon me tay igno-
rances and negiigences in this refpect. .And asl
moft humbly afk your forgivenefs, fo I moft
heartily forgive.any ot you, who may, at any
time, have made no account of my little labours
I only entreat fuch now to evidence a better
mind, by paying 2 double attention. to the loud
warnings of Providence, and to the pathetick dif-
courfes of the faithful minifter, who now fupplies
my place. And may Ged, for Chrift’s fake, for-
give us all, as we forgive one another! .

The more nearly I confider death and the

rave, judgment and eternity, the more, blefled
be God, I feel that T have preached to you the
truth, and that the truth is folid as the rock of
ages. Glory be to his divine grace, I can fay in
fone degree, * here 15 frm jooting,”  Follow me,
and the lorrows of dzath, inftead of encompaffing

ou around, will keep at an awful diftance, and,
with David, we fhall follow our: great Shepherd,
even through the dreary valley, without fearing

or fecling any.evil.. .
o Lo Although
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Although I hope to fee much more of the -
nefs of the Lord in the land of the livirg than I
do fee; yet, bleffed be the divine mercy, I fee e-
nough to keep my mind at all times unruffled;
and to make me willing, calmly toref gnmy ic}
into the hands of my faithful Creator, my icvirg
Redeemer, and my fanétifying Comforter, ths .-
ment, or the next, if he calls for it. 1defre your
publick thanks, for all the favours he fl.ewctl. n.e
continually, with refpe€ to both my foul ard Lo-
dy. Help me to be thankful; for it is a gliaunt
thing to ﬁe thankful. May our thankiulicfs
crown the new year, as God’s patience and good-
nefs have crowned all our life. Permit nc to
befpeak an intereft in Your prayers alfo. Atk
that my faith may be willing to réceive all that
God’s grace is willing to beftow.  Afk that I may
meetly fuffer, and zealoufly do all the will of
God, in my prefent circundftances; and that live
ing or dying, 1 may fay, with the witnels of
God's Spirit, For me to live is Chrill, and to die
am. :

If God calls me foon from earth, I beg he may,
in his good providence, appoint a more faithiul
thepherd over you. You need not fear that he
will not: you fee, that for thefe many months, °
{ou have not only had no famine of the word,

ut the richef} plenty; and what God has done
for months, he can do for years; yea, for all the
years of your life. Only pray; aft, and you frdl
receive. Meet at the throne of grace, and you
fhall meet at the throne of glory your affeétione
ate, obliged, and unworthy minifter, I. F.

B3 ' Newing~ -
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 Newington, Jan. 13th, 1777,

 Mr. William Wafe.
: My dear Brother, ) -

I Am two kind letters in your debt.
, I would have anfwered them be-
fore, but venturing to ride out in the froft, the
air was too fharp for my weak lungs, and opened
my wound, which has thrown me back again.
- T am glad to fee by your laft, that you take up
your fhield again. You will never prove 2 gain-
er by vilely cafting it away. Voluntary humili-
ty, defpondency, or even a defeat, fhould not
make you give up your confidence; but rather
make you hug your fhield, and embrace your Sa-
viour with redoubled ardour and courage. 7o
whom fhould you go, but to him, who hath the words of
everlating life; and if you give up your faith, do
you not block up-the way, by which you fhould
return to him? Let it be-the laft time you com-
pliment thg: enemy with what you fhould fight
for to the lga\“t drop of your blood. -
- You muft not be above being employed in a
little way. The great Mr. Grimthaw was not a-
‘bove walking fome miles, to preach to feven or
eight people; and what are we compared to him?
Onar neighbourhood will want you more when
Mr. Greaves and I are gone. In the mean time,
grow in ‘meek, humble, patient, refigned love;
and your temper, perfon, and labours will be
more acceptable to all around you. 1 have many
things to {dy to you about your féul; but you
will find: the: fubftance of them in two fermons of
Mr. Welley’s, the one entitled, * The Devices
¢ of Satan,” and the other, * The Repenta‘ncg
SR P «“ of
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% of Believers,” I wifh Zou would ‘read: one of
them every daz, till you have reaped all the Le-
nefit that can be got from them: Nor eat your
morfel alone, but let all be benefited Ly the con-
tents. Iam &Ct I_o‘ Fo

Néwing_ton, Feb. 18th, 1777.

Mr, William Wafe.
My dear Brother,

MY dear friend Ireland brought me,
laft week Sir John Elliot, who is
efteemed the greateft phyfician in London, in
confumptive cafes. He gave hopes of iy reco-
very upon ufing proper diet and means.” I was
bled yefterday for the third time; and my old
doétor thinks, by gentle evacuations and {prin
herbs, to mend my juices. Be that as it may,%
calmly leave all to God ; and ufe the means with-
out trufting in_them. I am perfeétly taken care
of by my kind friends, whom I recommend to
your prayers, as well as myfelf. :
- With refpe&t to my foul, I calmly wait, in un-
fhaken refolution, for the full {alvation of m
God; ready to truft him, apd to venture on his
faithful love, and on the fure mercies of David,;
either at midnight, noonday, or coct-crowing : for my
times are in his hand, and kis time is beft, and is
iy time. Death has loft his fting; and, I thank
God, I know not what hurry. of {pirit is, or unbe—.
lieving fears, under my moft terrifying {ymptoms.”
Glary be to God in Chrift, for” this unipeaka-
ble mercy! Help me to praife him for it.
You talk of my ¢ laft trials.” I can hardly -
- ‘ L .g\ie&n

| 3 3
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guefs what you mean, unlefs Mr. fhould
have miftaken tears of holy thame before God,
and of humble love to my opponents, for great
trials; but they only indicated fuch a trial, as I
pray God to make me live and die in—I mean 2
deep fenfe of my unworthinefs, and of what I
have fo often prayed for, in thele words,—

“ 1 would be by myfelf abhorr’d,

.All glory be to Chrift my Lord.”
.~ I thank you, however, for the comfort you ad-

.minifter to me upon, I fuppofe, Mr. ———5

miftake. ,

With refpe to our intended room, I' beg Mr.
Palmer, Mr. Lloyd, and yourfelf to con{ult about
it, and that Mr. Palmer would contraét for the
whole. For my own part, I ihall contribute
1o0l. including ‘10l. I have had for it from Mr.
Ireland and 10i, from Mr. Thornton. Give my
kindeft love to all friends and neighbours. I
would mention all their dear names, but am
ftrictly forbidden a longer epiftle. Farewell in
Jefus. Yours, I. F.
~ P.S. If the room cannot be completed for
what I have mentioned, and %0l. mote be want-
ing, alk Mr. Lloyd- how much the royalty might
come to, and tell him I would appropriate it-to.
the building. , ' ,

S Bath, July 8th, 1777;

Mr. Michael Onions,
My dear Brothet, .

I Heartily thank you for your kind

letter; and by you, I defire to give

my beft thanks to the dear companions in tl;g);:

.
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Yation whom you meet, and who fo kindly ree
member fo worthle(s and unprofitable a minifter
asme. May the God of all grace and love, our
common Father, and our all, blefs you all, ai.d
all our brethren, with all bleffings fpintual; and
with fuch temporal favours, as will ferve the
end of your growth in grace. -
My defire is, if I fhould be fpared to minifler .
1o you again, to do it with more hum:lity, ze:l,
diligence, and love ; and to make more of you all
than I have done. But as matters are, you muft
tike the will for the deed. Let usall praife God
for what is paft, and truft him for what is to come,
The Lord enable you to cleave together to Chrift,
and in him, to abide in one mind, ftriving toge-
ther for the hope of the golpel, the fulnefs of ¢
Spirit, and that kingdom of righteoufnefs, peace,
and joy in the Holy Ghoft, of which we have fo
often difcourfed together, but into which we have
not prefled with (ufficient ardour and violences
God give us the humble, violent faith, which in-
‘herits the promife of the Father, that we may tri-
gmp}i‘x in C%xi&, and adorn his go'pel in’ life anid
cath. : . -
... I hope to fee you before the-Summer is ended,
if it pleafe God to [pare me and give me ftrength
for the journey. I am in fome refpefts hetter
than when 1 came here, and was enatled to bury
a corple laft Sunday, to oblige the minifter of thie
parith; but, whether it was that little exertion of -
Yoice, or fomething elfe, bad {ymptoms have re-
turned fince. Be that as it may, all is well; for
he that does all things well, rules and. over-rules
all. T have ftood the heats we have had thefe
two days, better than I expe&ted, I defire yc:]tll
. T ¢ will
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will help me to blefs the Author of all good, for

_ this,and every other bleffing of this life ; but above
all for the lively hopes of the next, and for Chrift
our common hope, peace, joy, wifdom, righteouf-

nefs, falvation, and all. In him I meet, love, and

embrace you. God blefs you all, and crown you
with loving-kindnefs and tender mercy all the
day long! 1 live, if you ftand. Don’t let me
want the reviving cordial of hearing, that yon
ftand together firm in the faith, broken in humi-
. lity, and rejoicing in the loving hope of the glo~
5y of God. Look much at Jefus. Blefs éod

much for the gift of his only begotten Son. Be

much in private prayer. Forfake not the affem-

bling yourlelves together ir little companies,as

well as 1n ick. Walk in the fight of death
and etexnity'dand ever pray for your affeétionate,

i iﬁel', . Fo

: 'th i}n\voﬁ_hj;,

_ Newington, Jan. 3th, 1777

To the Parithioners of Madeley, . ,
My dear Companions in tribulation,

ALL the children of God [ love:

S my delight is iir them that exe

~ ¢el in ftrengtl, and my tendereft compaflions

tove towards thofe that exceed in wedknefs. But

of all the children of God, none have fo great2

right to my peculiar love as you. Your ftated
or occafional attendance on poor miniftry,
and the countlefs thoufands of fteps you have ta+
ken to hear the word of our common Lord from
my defpifed pulpit, 4s'well as the bonds of neigh+

bourhood, and the many ‘happy hours I have
‘ fpent
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fpent before the throne of grace with you, endear
you peculiarly to me.

With tears of grateful joy, I recolleét the aw-
ful moments, when we have, in the ftrength of
our dear Redeemer, bound ourlelves to ftand to
our baptifmal vow :—to renounce all fin, to be-
lieve all the articles of the Chriftian fuith, and
keep God's commandments to the end of our life;
elpecially, the new commandment, which enjoins
.us to love one another, as Chrift has loved us.,
O! my dear brethren, let this repeated vow, fo
reafonable, fo juft, and fo comfortable, appear to
us worthy of our greateft regard. For my own
part, afking pardon of God, and you all, for not
having exulted more in the prigiless of keeping
that vow every day better, and of; lov g you eve-
hour more tenderly, I am not a7 ... difcourag-
ed ; but determine with new courage and delight,
to love my neighbour as myfelf; and to love our
Couvenant God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, with
all my mind, heart, and ftrength;—with all the
wers of my underftanding, will, and affeétions.
This refolution is bold, but it is evangelical ; being
equally founded on the precept and promife of
eur Lord Jefus Chrift, whole cleanfing-blood can
atone for all our paft unfaithfulnefs, and whofe
almighty Spirit can enable us to perform all go/pel

obedience for the time to come. i
I find much comfort, in my weak ftate of
‘health, from my relation to my Covenant God; and
by my relation to him as my Covenant God, I
mean, -(1.) My clear, explicit knowledge of the
Father as my Creator and ‘Father; who fo loved
the world, you, and me, as to give his only be-
gotten Son,.that we fhould not perifh but have
everlafting
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everlafting life. O! my dear friends, what fweet
exclamations, what endearing calling of Abba,
Father, will afcend from our grateful hearts, if
we f{ay, with St. Paul, He that fpared not his own Sen,
but delivered him up for us all, how freely will he give us
all things with that capital gift?

(2.) I mean by my covenant relation, my re-

lation to the adorable perfon, who, with the
ftrength of his Godhead, and the ftrength of his
pure manhood, took away my {in, and reconciled
our fallen race to the divine nature, making us
capable of recovering the divine union from which
Adam fell. O how does my foul exult in that
. dear Mediator! How do I hide my poor {oul un-
der the thadow of his wings! There let me meet:
you all. Drivén to that true mercy-feat by the
fame danger, drawn by the fame preferving and

redeeming love; invited by the fame gofpel pro-
mifes, and encouraged by each others example, -
and by the example of that cloud of witnelles,

who have palfed into the kingdom of God by that
precious door, let us by Chrift return to God ; let
us in Chrift find our reconciled God: and ‘may

that dear commandment of his, Abide in inc, prove
every day more precious to our fouls. If we a-
bide in him by believing that he is our way, our

truth, and our life; by apprehending him as our
Prophet or wifdom, our Prieft or righteoufnels,
our King or fanétification and redemption, we
fhall bear fruit, and underftand what is meant by
thele {criptures, In him, I am well pleafed—Accepfed
in the beloved—T7 here is no condemnation to them that
are in Chriff Yefus—God was in Chri}t reconciling the
world unto hunfelf $co O the comfort of thus
cleaving to Chrift by faith; of thus ﬁnding.é ﬁh?x{'{
S shri
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Chrit is our all! In that centre of life, let us
all meet, and death itfelf will not feparate us; for
Chrift, our life is the refurre@ion; and Chrift,
our common refurreftion, will bring us back
from the grave, to worlhip him altogether, where
ablence and ficknefs fhall interrupt and feparate
us no more.

I fomnetimes feel a defire of being buried,
yhere you are buried, and having my bones lie
in 2 common earthen bed with yours; but I foon
refign that wifh, and leaving that particular to
Providence, I exult in thinking, that whatever
difance there may be between our graves, we
an now bury our fins, cares, doubts and fears, in

'~ the one grave of our divine Saviour ; and that we
tgéoice each of us in our meafure, that neither
life nor death, neither things prefent nor things
to come fhall ever be able, (while we hang on
the crucified, as he hung on the crofs) to fepa-
rate us from Chrift our head, nor from the love
of each other his members.

Love, then, one another, my dear brethren,
Ientreat“you: By the pledges of redeeming love,
which I have fo often given you, while I faid in
his name, ‘¢ The body of Chrift which was giv-
en for thee”—* The blood of Chrift which was
fhed for thee,” to reconcile thee to God, and to
cement thee to the brethren; by thefe pledges of
divine love, I entreat you, love one another. If
I'your poor unworthy fhepherd am fmitten, be
not fcattered ; but rather be more clofely gather-
td unto Chrift, and keep near each other in faith
ud love, till you all receive our fecond Com-
brter and Advocate in the glory of his fulnefs.
You know I mean the Holy Ghoft, the third

C Perfon
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Perfon in our Covenant God. He is with you,

but if you plead the promife of the Father, which,

fays Chrift, you have heard of me, he will be in you.

* He will fill your fouls with his light, love, and

glory, according to that verfe, which we have fo
often fung together,

¢ Refining fire go through my heart,
Illuminate my foul,
Scatter thy life through every part,
 And fanétify the whole.’

This indwelling of the Comforter perfe&ts the
myftery of fanétification in the believer's foul.
This is the higheft blefling of the Chriftian cove-
nant on earth. Rejoicing in God our Creator,
in God our Redeemer, let us look for the full
comfort of God our San&ifier. So fhall we live
and die in the faith, going on from faith to faith,
.from ftrength to firength, from comfort to com-
fort, till C%rift is-all in all to us all. Co
My paper fails, but not my love. It embraces
}Iou all in the bowels of Jefus Chrift; to whofe
ove I earneftly recommend you; earneftly de-
firing you wouKi recommend to his faithful mer-
cy your affeionate friend and brother, your un-
worthy paftor and fellow helper in the, ait};, F

. P. S, I earneftly recommend to you all my
dear brother Greaves. Shew him all the love
you have fhewn to me, and, if poflible, {hew him
more, who is fo much more deferving.

Briftol,
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Briftol, Nov. 1777,

Mr, Thomas York and Daniel Edmunds.
' My dear Friends,

1 Have received Mr. York’s

kind letter, and am en-

couraged, by the fpirit of love and kindrefs

which it breathes, as well as by your former offer

of helping me off with my burdens, to beg you
would fettle fome temporal affairs for me.

The debt of gratitude I owe to a dyinP fifter,
who once took a very long journey to fee me,
when I was ill in germany, and whom I juft
flopped from coming, laft winter, to Newington
to nurfe me ; the unanimous advice of the phy-
ficians, whom I have confulted, and the oppor-
tunity of travelling with ferious friends, have at
Laft determined me to remove to a warmer cli-
mate, As it is doubtful, very doublful, whether
I1hall be able to ftand the journey; and, if 1 do,
whether I {hall be able to come back to England ;
and, if I come back, whether I fhall be able to

ferve my church, it is right to make what provi-
fion I can, to have it operl?' ferved while I live,
and to fecure fome f{piritual affiftance to my fe-
rious parifhioners when 1 fhall be no more. I
have attempted to build a houfe in Madeley
Wood, about the centre of the parifh, where I
fhould be glad the children might be taught to
read and write in the day, and the grown up
people might hear the word of God in the even-
ing, when they can get an evangclift to preach
it to them; and where the ferious people might
affemble for focial worfhip when they have no

teacher. .
. C2 This

Dl
.
R
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‘This has involved me in fome difficulties about
difcharging the expence of that building, and
paying for the ground it ftands upon; efpecially
as my ill health has put me on the additional ex-
pence of an affiftant. If I had ftrength, I would
ferve my church’ alone, board as cheap as I
could, and fave what I could from the produce
‘of the living to clear the debt, and leave that
little token of my love, free from encumbrances
to my parithioners. But as Providence orders
things otherwile, I have another obje&, which is
to fecure a faithful minifter to ferve the church
while I live. Providence has fent me dear Mr.
Greaves, who loves the people, and is loved by
them. I {hould be glad to make him comforta-
‘ble; and as all the care of the flock, by my ill-
nefs, devolves upon him, I would not hefitate
for a moment to let him have all the profit of the
living, if it were not for the debt contralted a-
" bout the room. My difficulty lies, then, be-
tween what I owe to my fellow labourer, and
what I owe to my parifhioners, whom I fhould be
forry to have burdened with a debt contraéted
for the room.

My agreement with Mr. Greaves was to allow
him 4o guineas a year, out of which I was to
dedu& 12 for his board ; but as I cannot board
him while I go abroad, I defign to allow him,
during my abfence s50l. a year, together with
the ufe of my houfe, furniture, garden, and my
horfe, if he chules to keep one; referving the
ufe of a room, and ftall in the Rable, to enter-
tain the preachers who help us in their round;
not doubting but that the ferious people will
gladly find them and their horfes proper neceffa-
: ries,
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ries, But I know fo little what my income ma

come to, that 1 am not fure whether it will
yield Mr. Greaves 5ol. after paying all the ex-
pences of the living. Now, I beg that you will
confult together and fee, whether the vicars in-
come, i, e, tithes &c. &c. will difcba:ge all the
expences of the living, and leave a refidue fuf-

- ficient to pay a ftipend of 50l. 1 except the

topalty, which I have appropriated to the ex-
pence of the room. If it be, well; if thcre be
any furplus, let it be applied to the room; if
there be any thing {hort, then Mr. Greaves may
have the whole, and take his chance in that re-

{pe&, as it will be only taking the vicar’s chance ;

for 1 doubt, if fometines, after neceﬂ'al?' charges

defrayed, the vicars have had a clear 50l. :
I beg you will let me know how the balance
of my account ftands, that, fome way or other,

Imay order it to be paid immediately; for if the

lance is againft me, I could not leave England
comfortably without having fettled the payment.
A letter will fettle this bufinefs, as well as if
twenty friends were at the trouble of taking 2
journey; and talking is far worfe for me than
reading or writing. 1do mnot fay this to put a
flight upon my dear friends. I {{ould 1ejoice to
fee them, if it was to an{wer any other end, than
that of putting on a plaifter, to tear it off as foon
as it fticks.. ‘

Ten thoufand pardons of my dear friends, for
troubling them with this fcrawl about worldly
matters. May God help us all, fo to fettle our
tternal concerns, that when we fhall be called to
go to our long home and heavenly country, we
may be ready, and have our acquittance along
. Cs ' with
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with us. ¥ am quite tired with writing, never-

thelefs, I cannot lay by my pen, without defiring
my beft Chriftian love to all my dear compani-
‘ons in tribulation and neighbours in Shropthire;
efpecially to Mrs. York, Mifs Simpfon, Mrs.

arper, Mr. Scott when Mr. York fees him,
Winny Edmunds, and all enquiring friends.
Thank Molly for her good management; and

tell her, I recommend her to our common hea-

venly Mafter; and that if {he wants to go to Lon-

. don, or come to Briftol, I fhall give her fuch 2
chara&er as will help her to fome good place,
by the direétions of a kind Providence. I hear-
tily thank Daniel both as church-warden and a5
receiver and houfe-fteward, and I beg Mr. York
again to pay him a ﬁpropex' falary. I am in the
" .beft bonds, your afte&ionate neighbour, friend,
and minifter, I. F.

Briftol, Nov, =—— 1777
“Mr. Jehu. ! m
My dear Brother,

I Thank you for all your care

- and love. . Beware of an in-

fniring wotld. You may keep the few things
I lent you, as long as you ftay at Madeley;
when you remove, pleafe to give them, or the
amount to fome of our poor brethren. Farewell
in Jefus. Life and death are both of them 2
bleffing. I rejoice in the will of God every way;
and fet to my feal, that he is good, faithful and
gracious to the chief of finners, and leaft of all
believers, even to your affe&tionate friend, I. F.

Briftol,
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Briftol, Nov, e—= 1777,

Mr. William Wafe.
My dear Brother,

PARDON the trouble I have
§iven you in my temporal
-concerns; it is more for the poor and the Lord
than for me. O! my dear friend, let us go
through the things temporal, fo as not to lofe the
things eternal. Let us honour God's truth, by
believing his word, Chrift’s blood, by hoping
firmly in divine mercy, and all the divine per-
fetions, by loving God with all our hearts, and
one another, as Chrift loved us. My kind love
to all the brethren on both fides the water.

Go from me to Mrs. Cound—tell her, I charge
her, in the name of God, to give up the world,
to fet out with all fpeed for heaven, and to join .

the few that fear God about her. If the refufes,
call again; call weekly, if not daily, and warn
her from me till the is ripe for glory. Tell the
brethren at Brofeley, that I did my body an in-

jury the laft time I preached to them on the

green; but I do not repine at it, if they took the
warning, and have ceafed to be neither hot nor
cold, and begin to be warm in zeal, love, prayer,
and every grace.—Give my Jove to Geo. Cran-
nage; tell him to make hafte to Chrift, and not
to doze away his laft days.
The phylician has not yet given me up; but,
1 olefs God, I do not wait for his farewell, to
give myfelf up to my God and Saviour. ~ I write
by ftealth, as my friends here would have me
forbear doing it, and even talking ; but I will ne-
ver part with my privilege of writing and {hout-
, ing,
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ing, Thanks be to God,.who giveth us the viflory over
fin, death and the grave, through Fefus Chrift *
To him be glory for ever and ever. ~Amen..

Tell Mr. York, I'-embrace him in {pirit, and
ihall, if it pleafe God, find an opportunity to
fulfil his kind requeft by Mifs Simpfon, whom,
‘together with my dear friend and good nurfe,
Mrs. Harper, I falute in the Lord. God bleis
you and yours. I am yours in the love of Jefus,
the beft of bonds, I. l'}.l

Briftol, Nov. 26th, 1777«

To the Brethren who hear the word of God, in
the parith church of Madeley.
My dear Brethren,

I Thank you for the de-
o claration of your -af-
feftionate remembrance, which you have fent me
by John Owen, the meflenger of your brotherl
love. As a variety of reafons, with which I {hall
not trouble you, prevent my coming to take my
" leave of you in perfon, permit me to do it
letter. The hopes of recovering a little ftrengt
to come and ferve you again in the gofpel, make
me take the advice of the phyficians, who fay,
that removing to a drier air and warmer climate,
- might be of great fervice to my health. I kifs
the rod which fmites me. I adore the Provi-
dence which lays me afide; and beg that by this
long corre&tion of my heavenly Father, I may be
fo pruned, as to bring forth more fruit, if 1 am

red. v

* 1 am more and more pexfuaded that I have not
declared |
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declared unto you cunningly devifed fables, and
that the gofpel, I have had the honour of preach-
ing, though feebly, among you, is the power of
God to falvation, to every one who believes it
with the heart. God grant we may all be of that
happy number! Want of time does not permit
me to give you more dire&ions; but, if you fol-
low thofe which fill the reft of this Egc, they
may fupply the want of a thoufand. Have, eve-
Z' day, lower thoughts of yourfelves, higher
oughts of Chrift, kinder thoughts of your bre-
thren, and more hopeful thoughts of all around
you. Love to affemble in the great congrega-
tion, and with your companions in_tribulation ;
but above all, love ta pray to your Father in fe-
cret; to confider your Saviour, who fays Loot urto
me, and be faved; and to -liften for your Sanétifier
and Comforter, who whifpers, that he flands at the
ry and knocks to enter into your inmoft fouls, and

to fet up his kingdom of righteoulnefs, peace,
and joy, with divine power, in your willing
breafts,” Wait all the day long for his glorious
appearing within you; and, when you are toge-
ther, by fuitable prayers, proper hymns, and en~
livening exhortations, keep up your earneft ex-
ﬁ&ation of his pardoning and fan&ifying love.
t not a drop {atisfy you; defire an ocean, at
leat a fountain fpringing up to your comfort in
your own fouls, and tlowing towards all around
you, in ftreams of love and delightful inftruéti-
ons, to the confolation of thofe with whom you
converfe ; efpecially your brethren, and thoi)e, of
your own houfeholds, Eo not eat your morfel by
yourfelves, like felfith, niggard{y people; but
whether you eat the meat that periibeth, or }txha;

. : whic

-
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which endureth unto everlafting life, be ready
to thare it with all. Caft your %)read upon the
waters, in a temporal and {piritual fenfe, and it
will not be loft. God will blefs your feed {fowrs,
- and it will abundantly increafe. ~Let every one,
with whom you converfe, be the better for your
converfation. Be burning and fhining lights
~wherever you are. Set the fire of divine love to
the hellith ftubble of fin. Be valiant for the
‘truth.  Be champions for love. Be fons of
‘thunder againft fin; and fons of confolation to-
wards humbled finners. Be faithful to your
‘God, your kiné:‘rixd your mafters.. Let not the

good ways of be blafphemed through any
of you. Let your heavenly mindednels and
your brotherl Zindneﬁs be known to all men;

40 that all who fee you may wonder, and fay,
See how thefe people love one another !

" You have need of patience, as well as of faith
and power. You muft learn tq fuffer, as well as:
to do the will of God. Do not, then, think it
ftrange to pafs through fiery trials: they are ex-
«cellent for the proving, purifying, and ftrength-
-ening of your faith. Only let your faith be
firm in a tempeft. Let your hope in Chrift be

- as a fure anchor caft within the veil; and your pa-
tient love will foon outride the ftorm, and make

ou find, there is a peace in Chrift and in the Ho-
y Ghoft, which no man can give or take away.

-May that peace be abundantly given to you,

-from our common, Father, our cummon Redeem-
er, and our common Sanétifier, our Covenant
God ; the gracious God of Chriftians, whom we
have {o often vouched to be our God and our all,
when we have been affembled together in his

Name,
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name, He is the fame merciful, and faithful
God yferday, to day, and for ever. Believe in his
threefold name.  Rejoice in every degree of his
great falvation.  Triumph in hope of the glory
which fhall be revealed. Do not forget to be
thankful for a cup of water ; much lefs for being
sut of hell, for the means of grace, the forgive-
weh of fins, the blood of Jefus, the communion
of faints on earth, and the future glorification of
fiints in heaven. Strongly, heartily believe eve-
1y gofpel truth, efpecially the latter part of the
aoftle’s creed. Believe it, I fay, till your faith
becomes to you the fubftance of the eternal life
you hope for; and then, come life, come death,
either or both will be welcome to you, as,
through grace, I find they are to me.

1 leave this bleffed ifland for awhile; but, I
truff, I thall never leave the kingdoin of God,
the mount Sion, the new Jerufalem, the fhadow
of Chrift's crofs,.the clefts of the rock fmitten
and pierced for us. There I entreat you to meet
me. There I meet you in fpirit. From thence,
Itruft, I hall joyfully leap into the ocean of
eternity, to go and join thofe miniftring {pirits
who .wait -on the heirs of falvation: And, if I am
no more permitted to minifter to you in the land
of the living, I rejoice at the thought, that I
thall, perhaps, be allowed to accompany the an-
gels, who, if you .continue in the faith, will be
commiffioned to carry your fouls into Abraham’s
bofom. If our bodies do not moulder away in
the fame grave, our fpirits {hall be fweetly loft
B the fame fea of divine and brotherly love.
I'hope to fee you again in the fleth; but my
fwecteft and firmeft hope is, to meet you w{mere

there
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‘there are no parting feas, no interpofing moun-
tains, no ficknefs, no death, no fear of loving
too much, no fhame for loving too little, no ap-
prehenfion of burfting new veffels in our lungs,

by indulging the joy of feeing, or the forrow of

leaving our brethren.

- In the mean time, I earneftly recommend you
to the paftoral care of the Great Shepherd and
Bifhop of fouls, and to the brotherly care of one
another, as well as to the minifterial care of l;?’
fubftitute. The authority of love, which youal-
lowed me to exert among you for edification, I
return to you, and divide among you; humbly
requefting, that you would mutually-ufe it, 1
warning the unruly, fupporting the weak, 2n
comforting all. Should I be fpared to come
back, let me have the joy of finding you allof
one heart and one foul; continuing fteadfaft
the apoftle’s doétrine, in fellowfhip one with ano
ther, and in communion with our f{in-pardoning
and fin-abhorring God. This you may d%
through grace, by &rongly believing in the aton-
ing blood and {an&ifying Spirit of Chrift, ouf

common head and our common life; in whom

my foul embraces you, and:in whofe gracious
- hands, I leave both you and myfelf. Bear m¢
on your hearts before him in praying love; and
be perfuaded, that you are thus” born by, My
dear Brethren, Yours &c. I. F, .

Dover, |
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Dover, Dec. 2and, 1777.

To the Society at Madeley.
: letyMy dear Brethren,

BY the help of divine pro-
vidence, and .of your
prayers I have got fafe to Dover; and I find that
the journey has, fo far, been of fervice to me.
I thought to have been in France by this time;
but the wind being high, tho’ favourable, the
mariners were afraid to leave the fufe harbour,
left they fhould be driven on the French clifls
too fiercely. This delay gives me an opportuni=
ty of writing 2 line to tell you, that I {hall bear
You on my heart by fea and land; that the earth
i the Lord’s, woith all the fulnefs thereof; that Jefus
Jives to pray for us; and that I ftill recommend
myfelf to your prayers, heping to hear of your -
order, feadfaftne(s, and growth of faith towards
Chrift, and in love towards each other, which
will greatly revive your affe@tiomate friend and
brother, Y. F.

Nyon, 1778,

To the Societies in and about Madeley.
My dear, very dear Brethren.

THIS comes with my
. beft love to you, and
my beft wifhes, that peace, mercy, and truth may
be multiplied unto you, from God the Father,
through Jefus Chrift, by the Spirit of his love;
with which, I beg your hearts and mine may be

daily more repleniihed.
: Iam’
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.- I'am yet in the land of the living, to prepare,
- with you, for the land where there is life withors
death, praifing without wearinefs of the fleth, and
loving without feparation. ®here, I once more
challenge you to meet me, with all the mind
thiat  was in Chrift; and may not one hoof be
Ieft behind! May there not be found one De- -
mas among(t you, turning afide from the little
flock and the narrow way, to love and follow
this prefent perifhing world. May there not be
.one Efau, who, for a frivolous gratiﬁcation, fold
his birthright; nor another wife of Lot, who .
looked back for the good things of the city of
deftru&tion, and was punithed by a judgment,
almoft as fearful as that of Ananias, Sapphira,
and Judas.
~ My dear companions, let us be confiffent; let
us feek firft the kingdom of God and his righte-
oufnefs, and all other things, upon your diligent,
frugal, fecondary endeavours, {hall be added unto
you. Let us live daily, more and more, upon
the free love of our gracious Creator and Pre-
ferver, the grace and righteoufnefs of our aton-
ing Redeemer and Mediator, nor let us ftop
fhort of the powerful, joyous influence of our
Comforter ang San&tifier. :
Bear me on your hearts, as I do you upon
mine: and meet we all in the heart of Chrift, .
who is the centre of eur union, and our common
head ; humbly leaving it to him, when, and where,
we fhall meet again. In the mean while, I beg.
you will pay a due regard to the following texts,
Love one another, as I have loved you—By this fhall all
men know that ye are my difciples, if ye love oune ano-
sher—Little cgttldren, ove not the world; for if any
: man
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mm love the world, the love of the Father, and of the

brethren 45 not in him—Be of ome accord, of ome
mid—Let there be no divifions among you—Mind not
#izh things, but things which make for peace and
edification. °

Farewell in Chrift till we meet in the flefh,
.around his table, or in the fpirit around his
throne. My love and thanks to Mr. Murlin
and Mr. Roberts. I am your affli¢ted, come
forted brother, 1. F.

Nyon, July 18th, 1778,

The Rev. Mr. Greaves.
"~ My dear Brother,

I Expefted to have had an
_ anfwer to the two laft
letters I wrote you, but have been difappeinted
of my hope. Probably, your letters have mif-
crried thefe troublefome times. 1 truft you lay
yourfelf out in length and breadth for the good
of the flock committed to your care. I flioulds
be glad to hear, that all the flock grow in grace,
and that the little flock grow in humble love..

Be pleafed to read the following note in the
thurch—¢¢ John Fletcher begs a farther intereft
“ in the prayers of the congregation of Made-
“Iley; and defires thofe, who affemble to ferve
“ God in the church, to help him to return
“ publick thanks to Almighty God, for many
* mercies received; efpecially, for being able to
“ do every day a_little minifterial duty, which
* he confiders as an earneft of the firength he
¢ thould be glad to have, to come back foon,

D2 “ and

B
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# and ferve them in the gofpel; which he de-
* {igns to do, pleafe God, in fome months. In
% the mean time, he humbly befeeches them, to
% ferve God as Chrifiians, and to love one ano-
¢ ther as brethren; negle®ing no means of
o frace, and rejoicing in all the hopes of glory.”

I hope, my dear brother, that you remember
my requeft to you, in my letter from Dover;
and that you are glad of eve {lible help to

ry poil

do the people good. The harveft is great, the
labourers are comparatively few. Pray the Lord
to fend more labourers into his harveft: and
rejoice, when he fends us any, who will help us
to break up the fallow ground. =~ :

Be plealed, when you have-an opportunity, to
read the following note to the focieties in Made- .
ley, Dawley, and the Banks. -

| My dear Brethren,

1 hope you have no need of a
a line to affure you of the continuance of my
brotherly love for you. We are all called to
grow in grace, and confequently, in love, which
15 the greateft of all Chriftian graces. Your
prayers for my foul and my body have not been”
without anfwer. Blelfed be God! Glory be to
his rich mercy in Chrift, 1 live yet tke life of
fath; and as to my body, I recover {ome
ftrength ; which rejoices me the more, as I h9pe
a good Providence will make way for my laying’
it out, in inviting you to leave the things which
are behind, and to prefs, with earnefinefs, unity,
and patience, towards the mark of our heavenly
calling in Chrift. Ged blefs you all, with all
the bleffings brought te the. chugch by Chrift
- - . JCIUS,
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Jefis, and by the other Comforter! Fare ye all
wlin Jefus; and remember at the throne of
grce your affe&tionate brother and fervant in
Chrit, I. F. '

My love to all our kind mneighbours, and to
the preachers, whom I beg you will thank in
my name. Adieu, m%' ear brother. I am
yours in the Lord, I. F. ,

Nyon, Sep. 15th, 1778.

Mr. Thomas.- York.
My dear Brother,

1 Thank you for your love,
. * and generous care of my
little temporal concerns. I long to know how
oualldo. You may fee on the enclofed how
doin body. Blefled be the God of all confo-
lation, though I have ftill very trying, feverifh
nights, and nothing bat forced evacuations, I .
am kept in peace of mind ; refigned to his will, .
who affli®s me for my good, and juftly fets me
afide for my unprofitablenefs. ell, though
I am a bruifed veflel, yet I reft on Him; he
does not break me, yea, he comforts me on every
fide. His grace within, and his people without,
tumf my trying circumftances into matter of
praife. v
Give my love to all your dear family, and to
the two, or three, who may yet remember me
#Shiffnal. Alfo give my love to Daniel, and
defire him, when he gathers the Eafter dues, to
ive my love and thanks to all my parifhioners,
dieu! Yours, L. F.
' D3 "~ Nyon,
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Nyon, Feb. 11th, 1779,

M. William Wafe,
My dear Friend,

1 Have juft received yours of
the 24th Jan. and rejoice
to hear of the welfare of your friends; but there
is no blefling here without fome alloy of grief,
"and fuch was to me the account of the poor
ftate of dear Mrs. Wafe’s health. The Lord be
with her as a ‘Comforter and Sanétifier, if he does
not chufe to be with her as a Piyfician.  Tell her,
I thould be glad to hold up her hands in her
-fight of afflition; but if the poor, unprofitable,
weak fervant is far off, the Mafter, who is rich
_in mercy, who fills the whole world with his
" goodnefs and patience, and who has all power
given him as our brother, Son of man, in heaven
ahd earth—this kind Mafter is near to her, and
all his affli€ted ones. Bid-her from me, entreat
her in my name, or rather, in his dear name,
Jefus, Salvation, Refurreftion, Life, Light, and
Love, to look to him, and to make a free and
conftant ufe of him in all his offices.
I recommend to her two remedies; the_one is
a cheerful refignation to the will of God, where-
by her animal fpirits will be raifed and fweetly
refrethed ; the other is four lumps of heavenly
fugar, to be taken every half hour, day and
night, when fhe does not fleep. I make a con-
ftant ufe of them to my great comfort. They
have quickened my foul ‘when I was dying, and
I doubt not but they will have the fame effe&
upon hers. . Our Church has already extratted
that divine fugar from the fcripture, and put it
: into
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nto the Common Prayer-book, as the heavenly
bait, which is to draw us to the Lord’s table,

Though they have often pafled through my

mouth, when I have called her there, they haie
loft nothing of their fweetnefs and force. God
Jo loved the world t&c. If any man fn ©c. It is a
Saithful [ying @c. Come unto me all ye that are
wewy ¥, God grant her abundance of the
faith, which rolls thefe heavenly pills in the
mind, and much of that love, which fucks their
fweetnefs in the heart. Tell her, they go down
beft, if taken in the cup of thanfgiving; into
which a tear of defire, of humility, of repent-
ance, or of joy, might be dropt occafionally.
. That tear is o be had, by looking fimply to

Him, who {ells oil to the virgins, wgo oﬂPcred a

fpringing well to the woman of Samaria, and

opened a fountain flowing with heavenly blood
and water, when he hung for us upon the crofs.
To him be praife and glory for ever! Amen!

Tell my little god-daughter Patty Cartwright,
fhe is big enough and bad enough to take them;
and that the holy child Jefus came on purpofe
irito the world.to make them up for her. hat
a fhame it is, te have fuch a remedy fo near, and
not to make more ufe of it to fubdue our un-
belief, and cure our ftupid ingratitude.

Thank brother €ofterdine and his fellow la-
bourers for their occafional help; and may He,
who gives the increafe, abundantly blefs it to
them and to our friends. May the Lord vouch-
“fafe to confecrate our little Zoar, by calling ene
finner, and eftablifhing one faint.. How abun-
dantly {hall we be repaid for our little expence
and trouble! I'am, Yours &¢. I. F. ”

. . ‘ - Nyon,
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Nyon, Feb. r1th, 1779«

To the Brethren in and about Madeley.
My dear Companions in tribulation,

PEACE and mercy, faith,
hope, and love be multi-

- plied to you all in general, and to each of you

in particular, from the Father of mercies, through
the Lord Jefus Chrift, by the Spirit of grace.
I thank you for your kind remembrance of me
in your prayers. I am yet {pared to pray for
‘you, O that I had more power with God! L.
would bring down all heaven into all your
- hearts. Strive together, in love, for the living .
faith, the glorious hope, the fanétifying, per-
- fe&ting love, once delivered to the faints. Look
to Jefus. Mave on: run yourfelves in the hea-
venly race, and let each {weetly draw his bro-
ther along, till the whole company appears be-
fore the Redeeming God in Sion, adorned as a
bride for the heavenly Bridegroom. -
I hope God will, in his mercy, fpare me to
fee you in the flefh; and, if I cannot labour for
you, I fhall gladly fuffer with you, If you will
put health into my fleth, marrow in my bones, .
joy in my heart, and life into my whole frame,
be of one heart, and of one foul. Count nothing
our own, but your fin and fhkame; and bury that
dreadful property in the grave, the bottomlefs
rave of our Saviour. Let all youare, and have, .
e his that bought you, and his members, for his
fake. Dig hard in the gofpel mines for hidden
treafurc. - Blow hard the furnace of prayer with
the bellaws of faith, until you are melted into

lave, and the drofs of fin is purged out of every .
¢ heart,
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heatt, There is a river that maketh glad the city of
God; it is the grace that flows from his throne,
Jefus is the veflel, the heavenly ark: get together
" into him, and fweetly fail down into the ocean

+ of eternity.  So fhall ye be true miners, furnace- -
men, and bargemen. Farewell in Jefus. I. F..

Nyon, May 18th, 1779.

) !
~ The Rev. Mr. Greaves.
My dear Fellow-labourer,

MY departure being de-

layed fome weeks gives

me much concern, although, from the confi-

dence 1 have in your paftoral diligence, I am’
eafy about the flock you feed. »

ere was laft week a vifitation held here, and

the clergy of the town took my part againft the

vifiter and others, who faid, “ I was of a fe&t .

every where fpoken againft.,” The converfation

about it held fo long, and was fo tx:zing to my

in of humility, thatI went out. he matter,

wever, ended peaceably, by a vote that. they

fhould invite me to dinner. * God ever fave us

from jealous and perfecuting zeal!

I hope, my dear friend, you go on comfort~
ably, doing more and more the work of a grow-
mg evangelift. Remember my love to all k
mentioned in my laft, to as many of my pa-
rihioners as you meet with, and efpecially, ta
ll our good neighbours and to the fociety.
Sod blefs you all; and enable you to perfevere
. I prayer for yourfelf, for the flock, (which

once more recommend to you, with the

- ‘ lambs,~—-

7
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Jambs,—the children) and for your affe®ionate
brother, 1. F.

Nyon, May 18th, 1779.

Mr. Michael Onions.
- My dear Brother,

t : I Have complied with the

: requeft of my friends, to
ftay a little longer among them, as it was backed
- by a fmall fociety of piaus people gathered here.
Three weeks ago, they got about me, and, on
their knees, with many tears, befought me to
ftay till they were a little ftronger, and able ta
ftand alone ; nor would they rife, till they had

got me to comply. Happy would it be for us .

all, if we prajed as earneftly :to Him, who can
give us fubftantial bleflings. ,

However, yefterday I fpoke with. a carrier
from Geneva, to take me to London, who faid,
he would take us at a fortnight’s notice. .The
Lord is always ready to give our hearts a lift to
the kingdom of grace, through which we muft
pafs to the kingdom of glory. May we be rea-
dy alfo! The comfort of this journegOdis,. that
we all may travel together, tho’ our ies are
afunder; f}c’)r Chrift the way is every where,” and
faith in his word is, like his word, one and the
fame, in every age and country. So is holidefs
the narrow way; for in all places we may love
God with all our hedrt, and our neighbour as
ourfelf. I hope you, and all your ferious friends

travel thus; and that your journey is like that of".
| -  StPal,
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St Paul, who travelled hard, as one running for
aprize—even for a crown of lifc.

Give my kind love to all who travel in this
manner. “Invite kindly all, who have not yet
ft out. Stir up earneftly thofe that loiter,
efpecially Thomas Powis, over whom my heart
{;ams. Above all, give them the example of

ving the things behind, and prefling towards
- the mark with renewed vigour, Tell your wife,
Ihold her to her promife, of being the Lord’s
more than ever, becaufe the time 1s f(horter for
w both. Tell your mother, I expe& to find
her a bruifed reed in herfelf, and a pillar in
Chrift Jefus. The Lord blefs your brother and
his wife, with that child born, that fon given, who
4 live to reftore to us thofe, whom death
carries away, 1 hope Patty Cartwright, with
ker parents, will be made ftrong in faith and
patience, if not in the body. 'ﬂell Mrs. Ford,
Thope ihe is better in foul for her bodily weak-
nel. If Mrs. Brooke is yet with her, I hope to
find them fifters in Chrift more than in Adam.
Yexperience here, that kindred in the former is
ﬂron%‘sr and dearer, than in the latter. Tell
Mr. Wafe, I hope he is a widower in the Lord,
devoting himfelf to the bringing up the Lord’s
fmiiy and his own: both of which require clofe
@tendance. My love to your fellow-leaders, and -
by them, to the companies you meet in prayer;
il to Mr. Hatton, and the preachers who help
Wthe round. My love alfo waits on I. Tran-

T. Poole, and T. Banks, and all who meet

Aeir houfes. Tell them, I hope to find
t,&m'growin§ up into Chrift in all things, par-
Mleghrly, in heavenly zeal, and humble love. 1Sal-

ute
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lute all our dear friends, and neighbours for me.

Farewell in the Lord. I am yours in him.
I. F.

Nyon, July 18th, 177g. |

Mr. Thomas York. .
My dear Sir,

PROVIDENCE is ftill gra-
cious to me, and raifes me
friends on all fides. May God reward them
all, and may you have a double reward for all
® your kindnes. I hope I am getting a little
ftrength. The Lord has blefled to me a fpecies
_of black cherry, which I have eaten in large
quantities. Asa proof that I am better, I can
inform you, that I have preached once in this
country; but as I was going to venture again,
1 had a return of my fpitting blood, fo that 1 de-
fifted. For a Fortnight paft, I have catechized
the children of the town every day; and I do
not find much inconvenience from that exercife.
Some of them feem to be under fweet drawings
aof the Father, and a few of their mother’s begm
to come, and defire me with tears in their eyes,
to ftay in this country. They urge much, my
being born here, and I reply, that as I was born
again in England, that is, of courfe, the country
which, to me, is the dearer of the two.

friends have prevailed on me to publith A Poem
on the Praifes of God, which I wrote many years
‘ago. The revifing it for the prefs is at once a
- bufinefs and a pleafure, which I go through on
horfeback. Help me, by your prayers, to alk a

blefling on this little attempt ; and may the God «
' of
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of dl grace, who deferves fo much our praifes
for the unf{peakable gift of his dear Son, give us
fuh a fpirit of thankful praife, that we may
blefs and praife him, as David did formerly.

Remember me in brotherly love to all your
fimily, and to all friends aboyt Zou, efpecially,
to thole who fear God and love the gofpel. Let
us grow in ‘humble love, which becomes thofe,
who believe themfelves redeemed by the blood
of the Son of God, to be a peculiar people, zealous
of kind offices, and all manner of good works.

Iwifh I could procure you an eftate in this
fine country, as I hope to do Mr. Perronet, one
of the phyl{:ians who fhewed me fo much love,
when 1 lay fick at Paddington. His grandfather
was a Swifs, who was naturalized in thé reign of

Queen Anne. By calling upon fome of his

" relations, I have found, that he is entitled to an
eftate of fome- thoufand pounds, of which he is
coming to take pofleflion. So Providence pre-
pares for me a friend, a kind phyfician, and a

fellow-traveller, to accompany me back to Eng-

land; where one of my chief pleafures will be
to embrace you, if Go! fpare us to meet again,
and to aflure you, how much I am, My dear

Friend, your obliged fervant, I, F. - :

Nyon, Dec. 25th, 1779,

The Rev. Mr. Greaves.
- My dear Brother,

GLORY be to God for his
¢ ‘ unfpeakable gift! May
that Jefus, that eternal, Ea‘ll--creating, all-fupport-
. ' ing,
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ing, all-atoning, all-comforting Word, which
was with God, and is God, and came in likenefs
of finful fleth to dwell among men, and to be
our Emmanuel, God with us: may he by a lively
faith, be formed in our hearts, and, by a warm
love, lie and grow'in the manger of our empti-
nels, filling it always with the bread that comes
down from heaven! Though ablent in body,
I am with you and the flock in {pirit. You are
now at the Lord’s table—O! may all the dear
fouls, you have juft now preached to, receive
Jelus Chrift in the i)ledge of his dying love; and
go home with this li
BRL ig_liven me eternal life, and this life is in ks Son.

¢« He that hath the Son hathr life: I have the
# Son, I have life, even eternal life. The way,
¢ the truth, the life, and happinefs, are mine;
¢ and now return unto thy reft, O my foul.
¢ Lord, let thy-fervant depart in peace; for mine
¢ gyes—the eyes of my faith have feen, the hand
“ of my faith hath handled, the mouth of my
# faith hath tafted thy falvation: a falvation pre-
¢ f{ent, unfpeakable, and eternal.”

' Glory be to God in heaven! Peace on earth?
. Love and good-will every where; but efpecially,
in the fpot, where Providence has called us to
cry, Behold! what manner of love the Father has
teftified to us, in Fefus, that, we children of wrath,
Jhould be made children of God, by that only begot-

ively convittion, “ God has

ten Son of the Moft High, who was born for

our regeneration, crucified for our atonement,
raifed for aur juftification, and now triumphs in
heaven for our fan&ification, for our full re-
demption, and for our eternal glorification. - Ta

him be glory for ever and ever;. and may all,
- “whe

~
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who fear and love him about you, fay for ever,
‘Amen! Hallelujah!

Out of the fulnefs of my heart I invite them
todo fo; but how fhallow is my fulnefs to his!
What a drop to an ocean without bottom or
thore! Let us, then, receive continually from
Him, who is the overflowing, and ever .prefent
fource of pardoning, fan&ifying, and exhilara-
ting grace; and from thé foot of the Wrekin,
vhere you are, to the fout of the Alps where I
am, let us echo back to each other, the joyful,
thankful ¢ry of the primitive Chriftians, (which
was the text here this morning) Out of his fulnefs
we have @l recetved grace for grace.

llong to hear from you and the flock. How
doymgoon? Anfwer this and my L toge-
ther; and let me know, that you caft joyfully all
your burdens on the Lord. "Mr. Ireland fends
me word, Mr. Romaine told him, you were not
very well  ‘Take care of yourfelf, ~ Lay nothin
to heart. Should your bseaR be weak, preacg
but once on Sunday; for you know the evening

{fermon is not a part of. our flated duty. I fay
this, that you may not over do, and lie by, as I
5&:}. Ciod dire&, fuftain, and comfort you in all
ngs. :
Ogi Lord Licutenant, being ftired up by
fome of the clergy, and believing firmly that
lam banzhed from England, has taﬁen the alarm
Rill more, and forbidden the minifters to let me
tthort in their houfes; threatening them with
. %e power of the fenate, if they did. They all
. Yelded, but are now athamed of it. A young
man, a true Timothy, has opened me his

! e, where 1 exhort twice a week; and the
r : E 2 ' other
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other clergymen, encouraged by his boldnefs,
come to our meetings.

Give my kind paftoral love to all my flock
in general, and to all who fear God, and love
Jefus, and the brethren, in particular. May all
fee, and fee more abundantly, the falvation of
God. May national diftrels be fanéified unto
them; and may they all be loyal fubjeéts of the
King of kings, and of his anointed, our King.
May the approaching new year be to them a
“year of peace and goipel grace. Remember me
zindly to all our neighbours, whom I mention-
ed by name in my preceding letters. 1 hope
Molly takes good care of you. God blefs her!
That you and the flock may farewell in Jefus is
the hearty prayer of yours, I. F. ,

Nyon, March 7th, 17808

The Rev. Mr. Greaves.
My dear Brother,

I Long to hear from you,
I hope you are well, and
grow in the love of Chrift, and of the fouls
ought with his blood, and committed to your
care. May you have the comfort of bringin
them all into the paftures of the gofpel, and fee-
ing them thrive under your paftoral care. I re-
commend to your care the moft helplefs of the -
flock,—I mean the children and the fick. They
. moft want your help; and they are the mo
likely to benefit by it; for affliftion foftens the
heart, and children are not yet quite hardened
through the deccitfulnefs of fin,
T T I beg
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! beg you will not fail, when you have op-
pottenity, to recemmend to our flock, to honour
theking, to frudy to be quiet, and to held up,
®much as Hes in us, the hands of the govern-
. #ment by which we are protefled. Remember

#e kindly to Mr. Gilpin, and to all our pa-
" silkioners. God give you peace by all means,
' # in his mercy, he s to your affetionate
: hiend and fellow-labeurer, I, ¥

Nyon, Mazch 7th, 1780,

W, William Wafe. .
My dear Brother,

I Am forry the building has:

. . * come to fo.much more than
Yintended; but, as the mifchief is dome, it is a2
matter to exercile patience, refignation, and felf---
denial; and it will be a caution in future. I am
gomg to felt part of mry little eftate here to dif-

charge the debt. I had laid by 50k ta print a
fmall work, which I wanted to diftribute here;.
but, as I muft be juft, before I prefume to offer
tat mite to e God of truth, 1 la¥ by the defign,
and thall fend that fum. to. Mr, orZ. Money is.

fo fearce heve, at this time, that I fiall fell at »

wzy great lofs; but neceffity and juftice are twor

- great laws, which: muft b&%yed..}u?&s L defign,,

o my yeturn: to England, to pinch until I have-
gt rd of this debt, I may go and live in one of
tBe cottages belonging to the vicar,. if we could.

the vicarage for a few pounds; and in. that
O, I dare fay, Mr. Greaves would be fo goodi
N take the other little houfe. _ B
My deas friend, let us die to fin, hold faf
, Eg Jefus,
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Jelus, the way, the truth, and the life, walk by
faith in him, and not by the fight and paffions
of the old Adam. - I hope the {un of affliftion,
which burns poor England and us, will ripen us
all for glory. Give my beft love to all our
friends in Chrift, and tell them, that the hope of
fecing them does me good, and that I truft, they

- will not turn it into bitternefs; which would be
the cafe, if I fhould find them out of the narrow
way, and out of the kingdom of righteoufnefs,
peace, and joy in the Lorde Salute dear John
g'i)rk; hold up his hands for me, and bid him
ftand faft in the Lord; leaning upon the crofs.of
Him, who bruifed the ferpent’s head, and over-

- came death, hell, and the grave, bly pulling
out fin, the fting of death. Farewell in Jefus
Chl‘iﬂ. Io Fo v T . ‘
Nyon, Sep. 15th, 1780.

The Rev., Mr. Greaves,

My dear Fellow-labourer, :

1 Hud fixed the time of my

departure for this month;

but now two hinderances ftand in my way.

. When I came to colle& the parts of my manu-
- fcript, I found the moft confiderable part want-
ing; and, after a thoufand fearches, I was oblig-
ed to write it over again. This accident obliged
tne to put off m{ journey; and now the change
of weather has brought back fome {ymptoms of
my diforder. I {peak, or rather, whifper with

. difficulty ; but I hope the quantity of grapes I

begin to eat will have as good an effe&t upon me,

. as
3[.,, R
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s in the laft two autumns. Have patience then
alitle while. If things are not as you could
wilh, you can do, but as I have done for many
| years—learn patience by the thing; which you fuffers
rofling our will, getting the better of our own
inclinations, and growing in experience, are no .
jmean advantages; and they may all be yours.
Mr. Ireland writes me word, that if I return to
England now, the winter will undo all I have
been doing for my health for many years.
However, I have not quite laid by the defign of
- fpending the winter with you; but don’t expe&
me till you fee me. I am, neverthelefs, firmly
{mrpofed, that if I do not fet out this autumn,
fhall do fo next fpring, as early as1 can.
Till1 had this relapfe, I was agle, thank God,
to exhort in a private room three times a week 2
but the Lord Lieutenant will not allow me to
get into a pulpit, though they permit the {chool-
mafters, who are laymen, to put on a band and
read the church prayers: fo high runs the pre-
judice. The clergy, however, tell me, that if I
will renounce my ordination, and get prefbyte-
rian orders among them, they will allow me to
preach: and, on thefe terms, one of the mini-~
fters of this town offers me his curacy. A young
Clergyman of Geneva, tutor to my nephew, ap-
pears to me a truly converted man; and he is {o
leafed when I tell him, there are converted
ouls in England, that he will go over with me
to learn Englifh, and converfe with the Britifh
Chriftians. He wrote laft fummer with fuch
force to fome of the clergy, who were firring
up the fire of perfecution, that he made them
athamed, and we have fince had peace from that
guarter. There

-

’
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There is little genuine piety in thefe pasts;
neverthelefs, there is yet fome of the form of it:
fo far, as to go.to the Lord’s table. regularly four
times a year. There meet the adultérers, the
drunkards, the fwearers, the infidels, and even
the materialifts. They have no.idea of the dou-
ble dammation that awaits hypocrites. They
ook upon partaking that facrament, as a cere-
mony enjoined by the magiftrate. At Zurich,
the g’rﬂ town of this country, they have lagly
beheaded a clergyman, who wanted to. betray
his country to the Emperor, to whom it chiefly
belonged. It is the town of the great reformer
Zuinglius; yet there they peifoned the facra-
mental wine a few years ago. Tell it not in
Gath! I mention this to {hew you there is 6c-
cafion and great need to bear a teftimony againft
the faults of the clergy here; and! if I cannot do
it from the pulpit, I muft try to do it from the
prefs. Their canons, which were compofed by
230 paftors, at the time of the reformation, ar¢
{o fpiritual and apoftolick, that I defign- to tranf-
Iate them into Englifh, if I am {pared.

Farewell, my dear brother. Take care, gwdo
éonflant care of the flock cominitted to your
charge; efpecially, the fick and the young. Salute
all our dear parithioners. Let me ftill have 2
part in. your prayers publick and private; and
rejoice in the Lord, as, through grace, I am
enabled to do in all my little tribulations, I am
your 2affectionate friend and fellow-labourer, .

[ ]

-0 ) .Nyon;,
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Nyon, Sep. 15th, 1780,

Mr, William Wafe.
My dear Brother,

YOU are alfo entitled to many
thanks; receive them from
me, till I can return you fomething more fub-
fantial. Give my love and thanks to the
rreachers, who come and help us. Enforce my
ittle exhortation to the focieties in much love.
Go and comfort from me Mrs. Palmer and Mrs.
Cartwright ; and fince God has placed you all in
awidowed ftate, agree to take Jefus for a never
dying friend and bridegroom. Your Maker is
our hufband. He is all in all; and what, then,
ave you loft ?  Chrift is yours and all things with
him, “The refurre&tion day will foon come.
Prepare yourfelves for the marriage feaft of the
Lamb and till then rejoice in the expefation of
that day, 1 fympathize with our fickly friends
widow Matthews, M. Blummer, E. Whittaker,
I. York, and S. Afton. Salute them kindly
from me. Help them to trim their lamps, and
wait for the Bridegroom. Bid them not be dif-
courageds' - Thank Thomas and Nelly Fennel
for their love to the preachers, and give them
mine, as well as John Owen &c. by whom, I
fend it to the little com[)anies they meet with,
to call for ftrength, comtort, and help, in time
of need. Fare ye all well in Jefus. 1 fay again,
farewell. 1am yours, I. F,

Nyon, _

.

é

]
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Nyon, Sep. 15th, 1780,

Mr. Thomas York. - . -
My dear Friend, .

YOU fee by my letter to-

, Mr. Greaves, that I am in®
food hopes of feeing you, at the lateft, next’

pring. I have been fo well, that my friends

here thought of giving me a wife; but what
fhould I do with a Swifs wife at Madeley? I-
want rather an Englith nurfe; but more fill 2

mighty Siviour, and, thanks be to God, that

I have. Help me to rejoice in that never dying,

never moving Friend. ,

Having heard that my dear friend Irelnd has
difcharged the greateft part of my debt, I have
not fent money; but I hope to bring with me
100l to make u;; that gap, and reimburfe my
friends in part, till I can do it altogether. But
X fhall never be able to pay you the debt of
kindnefs I have contra®ed with you. I look to
Jefus, my ﬁ.u'et,r, for that: May he repay you
2 thoufand fold! Remember me kindly to Mrs.
York, Mrs. Harper, and all that yet remembeg
- your obliged friend and byother, I. F. = =

~ Nyom, Sep. 15th, 1780,

Fo the Societies in and about Madeley. -
' GRACE’ and Reace, truth and -
~ love be -multiplied unto

you all. Stand faft in the Lord my dear bre-
thren. Stand faft to Jefus; ftand faft to one

-another; ftand faft to the vow we have fo often
, renewed
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wenered together upon our knees and at the
Lords table. Refolve to fave yourfelves altoge-
tr, Don’t be fo unloving, fo cowardly, as to let
e of your little company fall into the hands
of theworld and the Devil: and agree to cru-
d{ the body of fin altogether. '

am ftill in a ftrait between the work, which
Providence cuts out for me here, and the love
which draws me to you. When I fhall have
the pleafure of {ecing you, let it not be embit-
tered by the forrow of finding any of you half-
hearted and lukewarm. Let me find you all
firong in th& Lord, and increafed in humble
love.” Salute from me all that followed with us
fifteen years ago. Care ftill for your old bre-
thren. Let there be no Cain among you, no
Efau, no Lot’s wife. Let the love of David and
Jonathan, heightened by that of Martha, Mary,
Lazarus and our Lord, ihine in all your. thoughts,
Your tempers, your words, your looks and your
wms, 1f you love one another, your little
meetings will be a renewed feaft; and the. God
of love, who is peculiarly prefent where two or
teee are gathered together, in the name of
JHus, and in_the fpirit of love, will abundantly
bef yom. Bear me ftill upon your breafts in
payer, as I do you upon mine; and rejoice with
me, that the Lord, who made, redeemed, and
tht;:forts us, bears us all upon his. 1am yours in

L. F.

| . Nyon,
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Nyon, Feb. 14th, 1781,
Mr. John Owen. i '

I Thank you, my dear Brother,
for your kind lines. 1 Hhave
defered anfwering them, till I could inform
you of the time of my departure hence, which
you will fee in my letter to Mr. Wafe., I hope
you help both Mr. Greaves and the preachers,
to ftir. up the people in my parith, Be muck in
prayer. Strengthen the things that remain and
are ready to die. I hope you take counfel with
Michael Onions, Mrs. Palmer, and Molly Cart-
wright, about the moft effe¢tual means to re-
cover the backiliders; and to keep together to
Chrift and to each other thofe who ftill hold
their thield. Salute them kindly from me, and
tell them, that I hope they will give me a good
account of their little companies, and of them-
¢felves.

If I were not a minifter, I would be a fchool-
miafter, to have the pleafure of bringing up chil-
dren in the fear of the Lord: that pleafure is
yours; relifh it, and it will comfort and ftrength-

_en you in your work. The jog of the Lord,
and of charity is our ftrength. Salute the chil-
dren from me, and tell them, I long to {hew
‘them the way to happinefs.and heaven. Pray
have you maftered the ftiffnefs and fhyne{s of
our temper? Charity gives a meeknefs, an affaki-
ity, a child-like fimplicity, and opennefs, which nature
has denied you, that grace might have all the
honour of it. Let me find you thining by thefe
virtues, and you will revive me much. God

. blefs your labour about the fheep and the lambs.

.t I need
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+  Yneed not-tell you to remember me to your
friends, not excepting your hrother in law,
z;our fifter, and your niece Sally; to whofe

jendfhip I recommend my god-daughter Patty

" Lartwright. 'Go to James Hinkfman, give him
my love, and afk his for me and his old bre-
thren,  Give the fame commiffion to T. Fennel
and Nelly with refpe& to Samuel Streiton and

~Yis wife ;" likewife -to Serjeant Lees with refpect
to his brother Thomas; and to . Tranter,

f T. Banks, and T. Pool with refpe&t ta their
fnends about ‘them.  Remember me to all
fiends. I am yours affe&ionately, I. F.

P. S. Read the following note to all that fear
God, and love Jefus and each other, affembling
in Madeley. church, .

My dear Brethren,

‘My heart leaps with joy at the
thought of coming to fee you, and ble(s the
Lord with you. %.et us not ftay -to praife him
till wve fee each other. .Let us fee him in his
Son, in his word, in his warks, and in all the
members of Chrift. How flow will peft horfes
go, in comparifon of love! . . .

¢ Quick as feraphick flames we move, - )
To reign with Chrift in endléfs day.”

Meet me, 3s 1 do you—in fpirit; and we #hall
not ﬁaKI till ‘April or May to bl-fs Ged toge-
 Yier: Now will'be the time of union and love.

; A

e - Nyon, -
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Nyon, Feb. 14th, 1781,

Mr, William Wafe. v
My dear Friend,

I Thank you for your kind
remembrance of me. . I
need nqt be urged to return: brotherly love
draws me to Mudeley, and circumftances drive
me hence. With pleafure I fee the days length-
en, and haften the happy hour, when I {hall fee
the little flock rejoicing in ‘God, as, through
mercy, I do. Iam exceeding glad that there is
a revival on your fide the water, and that you
are obliged to enlarge your room.

I with I could contribute to fhake the dry
bones in my parith; but I have no confidence
in the fleth; and what I could not do, when I
was in my ftrength, I have litfle profpé@® of do-
ing now that my ftrength is broken. However,
I don’t defpair ; for the work is not mine, but the
‘Lord’s. If the few who love the gofpel would
be fimple and zealous, God woulﬁ again hear
~ their prayers for thofe, who are content to go
on in the broad way. I thank you for your
view of the iron bridge. I hape the word, and
the faith that works by love, will eret a more
folid..and durable bridge, to unite thofe who
travel together towards Sion.

My friend Ireland invites me to go and join
him in the South of France; and I long to fee,
whether I could not have more liberty to preach
the word among the Papifts, than among the
Proteftants. But it is fo little I can do, that I
doubt much, whether it is worth while ﬁoing fo

far upon fo little a chance. If I were ftronger,
: ' and

-
-
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and had more time, the fear of being hanged
{l.ould not detain me. I truft to fet out next
month, and to be in England in May: it wont
be my fault, if it is not in April. '
1 am here in the midft of the rumours of war.
"The burghers of Geneva, on the fide of the op-
fition, have difarmed the garrifon, and taken
fleflion of one of the gates. I had, however,
the luck to get in and bring away my nephew,
who is a ftudent there. Some troops are prepa-
ring to go and block them up. The Lord may
at this time punifh the repeated backflidings of
thofe Laodicean Chriftians, moft of whom have
turned infidels. This event may a little retard’
my journey, as I muft pafs through Geneva. It
alfo puts off the printing my manufcript, for
there is nothing going on in that unhappy
town but difputes, and fights, and mountin of
uards. Remember me in much love to Mr.
reaves, Mr. Gilpin, and the preachers who
labour with us. Oh! my friend, give yourfelf
wholly up to the Lord, and you ‘will have that
peace and joy, through Chrift and righteouf-
nefs, which will be worth a little heaven to you.
Adieu. Youss, I. F,

' - Nyon, March, 1781«
Mr. Michael Onions.

1 Thank you, my dear Brother,
for your kind remembrance
of me, and for your letters: I hope to bring my
fuller thanks to you in perfon. Come, hold up
your hands. Confirm the feeble knees, Set up
an Ebenezer every hour of the day. In every
- F 2 thing
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thing' give thanks;. and' in- order to"this; pray
without ceafling and rejoice evermore. My
heart {ympathizes with poor Molly Cartwright,
Tell her from me, that her Hufband lives in
Hih who- i¥-the’ refurreétion, and. that I want
Her to live there, with him. In C€hrift there is
no death, but the vifory over death. - O! let
us'live in him, to him, for him, who more than
vepairs all our lofles. I long to rejoice with- her
in hopes of meeting our departed friends, where
parting and’ trouble' fhail: be no more.-

My love to your wife: tell her fhe promifed
me, to-be Jefus’s, as well as yours.. I truft her
mother tipens fafter for glory, than for the
grave. I hope to find her quite mellowed by
the huitible love of the golpelir My love to
Johtt Owen, and alk our other leaders, and by
theny, fo the few who do net tive: By the way.
With regard to' the others, take them in the
arms of prayer and love, and carry them out of
Egypt and Sodom, if they are loath to come.
Def{pair of none. You know charity hopeth all
things, and brings many things to pafs. AlR
things are pofible to him: that believeth, all thingy
are eafy to him that loveth, God: Be- with: you,
my dear brother, and make you faithful unto
death. It is my prayer for you, and all the
fociety, and all'my dear neighbours, my deac

arifhioners, to whom I beg to be remrembered.
f‘ha'vc niesplace to wirite their names; but I pra
they may be all written in the book of life. God
is merciful, gracious, and faithful: I fet my feak
to his loving kindnefs; Witnels my heart and
hand, 1. F. -

" FAMI«
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FAMILIAR LETTERS.

Tern, Nov. 24th, 1756.
The Rev. Mr. John Welley.

Rev, Sir,

AS I look upon you as

my fpiritual guide,

ad cannot doubt of your patience to hear, and

experience to anfwer a queftion, propofed

Q‘“onc of your people, I freely lay my cafe
efore you.

Since the firft time I began to feel the love
of God fhed abroad 'in my foul, which was, ¥
think, at feven years of age, 1 relolved to give
myfelf up to him, and to the fervice of his
Church, if ever I was fit for it; but, the corrup-
tion which is in the world, and that which was
in my heart, foon weakened, if not erafed thofe’
firft charatters, which grace had written upor it.’
However, I went threugh my ftudies, with a
defign .of going into orders; but afterwards,
upon ferious refle@ion, feeling I was unequal to’
fo great a burden, and difgufted by the neceflity.
Lhould be under to fubfcribe the do@rine of
Predeftination, I yielded to the defire of my
tends, who would have me to go into the
¥my: but juft before I was quite engaged in a
uitary  employment, I met with foch difap-
mmen.ts as occafioned my coming to England.’

I was called outwardly three times to go’
Tk ordess ;. but .upon praymng to God, ths: il':
LA Q!



dl 727

thofe calls were not from him, they might come
to nothing, fomething always blafted the defigns
of my friends; and in this, I have often admi-
red the goodnefs of God, who prevented my
ruthing into that important employment, as the
horfe ito the battle. I never was more thank-
ful for this favour, than fince I heard the gofpel
in its purity, Before I had been afraid, but
then 7 trembled to meddle with holy things; and
relolved to work out my falvation privately,
without engaging in a way of life, which requi-
red fo much more grace and gifts, than I was
confcious I poffeffed ; yet, from time to time, I
felt warm and ftrong defires, to caft myfelf and
my inability on’ the Lord, if I {hould be called
any more, knowing that he could help me, and
fhew his firength in my weaknefs: and thefe
defires were increafed, {y fome little fuccefs,
which attended my exhortations and letters to
my friends.

I think it neceﬂ'a’r)’ to let you know, Sir, that
my patron often-defired me to take orders, and
faid, he would foon help me to a living; to
which I caldly anfwered, I was not fit, and that
befides, I did not know how to get a title. The
thing was in that ftate, when about fix weeks
ago, a gentleman, I hardly knew, offered me a
living, which, in all probability, will be vacant
foon; and a clergyman, I never fpoke to, gave
me of his own accord, the title of curate to one
of his livings. Now, Sir, the queftion, which
I beg you to decide is, Whether, I muft and can
make ufe of that title to get into orders? For,
with refpeét to the living, were it vacant, I have.
no mind to it; becaufe, I think, I could prc;ctl:
“ ' ) . wi
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with more’ fruit in my. native country, and im
my own tongue.
Iam in fulpence: on one fide, my heart tells
me, I muft try, and it tells me fo, whenever b
foel any degree of the love of God and: man;,
on the other, when. I examine, whether I am fit
for it, I fo plainly fee my want of gifts, and
elpecially, of that foul of all the labours. of a mi~
nifter,—dove, continual, univerfal, flaming love, that'
my confidence dilappears; 1 accufe myfelf ofi
pride to dare to entertain the defire,. of {upport-.
ing one day the ark of God, and conclude, that
m extraordinary punifhment will, fooner or
. hter, overtake my rafhnefs. As I am in both
Ll of thefe frames fuccefiively,. I muft own; Sir, I
. donot fee which of thele two ways before me,
| Yo tke with fafety; and I fhalli gladly be
. ruled by you; becaule, I truft, God will direét
You in giving me the advice;, you: think will befy
eonduce to his glory, which is the only thing' B
would have in view 1n this affair. I know huw
precious your time is, and defire no long an-
wer,?rf/iﬂ, ot forbear, will fatisfy and influ~
eace, Rev. Sir, your unworthy fervant, L F.

Londom, May zﬁth,' 1757

| The Rev. Mr. Jokmr Wefley.
' Rev. Sir,

S . }F ¥ did moy write tor
¥

) ow before Mrs. Wel-
51., kyld afked me, it was not, that L wanted: a
‘ Rumembyaacer within, but rather an enceurager
\| without,. There is, geacrally, upon my liput:t
[ ' uc
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fhowers of righteoufnefs, -peace, and joy in the
Holy Ghott, ‘%vhich I implgreea for ycz:u./"o‘y

Though, I truft, the un&ion from above
teaches you all things weedful fo falvaton, and
efpecially the neceflity of continuing .inftant in
prayer, and watching thereunto with all ‘perfe=-
verance, yet, T think it my duty to endeavour
to add wings:to your defires after holinefs, by
enforcing them with mine. O were I but cloth~
ed with all the righteoufnefs of Chrift,,my pray-
ers would avail ‘much; and the lukewarmnefs
of ‘my brethren would ‘not increafe my guilt,
as being myfelf an inftance of that coldnefs of

love, which puts me ugon interceding for them.

Though 1 fpeak of lukewarmnefs, I do not
accufe you, Madam,-of having given way to it ;
on the contrary, ‘it -is my -duty, and the joy of
wny heart, to *hope, that you ftir up more and
more the gift-of God, which is in you ; that :the
evidences of your intereft in a bleeding Letd
get clearer every day; that the love of Chrift
‘conftrains you more and more to deny yourlelf,
take up your crofs in all things, and .follow him
patiently, through bad and good report:—in a
word, that continually leaving the things whick are
behind, you ftretck forward, through funfhine or
darknels towards the orize of your high calling in
Fefus Chrifti—1 mean a neart emptied of pride, and
Sfilled with all the fulnefs of God. This is the hope,

which I delight to entertain of you;-and I de-

{eribe it, not- out -of - flattery, Madam, but with

an intent ‘that, if you fall thort in any thing,

thefe lines may be an infirument irr the hand of

God to ftir you up~a§ain , and make you look ‘on

all things as dung and drofs, in-comparifon of -the

excellency
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ecellney of the knowledge of Fefus Chriff, with
whom we ought to be crucified to the world, and
- the world to us.

i I have often thought of you, Madam, in
reading the letters of a Lady,§ who was a Chrif-
tian, and an eminent Chriftian, not to fay one
of the brighteft lights, that God has raifed {ince
#he late revival of godlinefs. The reproach of
Girift was her crown of rejoicing, his crofs her
entinual fupport, his followers her deareft compani-

H ow, his” example the pattern of her converfution.

1 She lived a faint, and died an angel. Each one

of her letters may be a pattern for Chriftian cor-

" refpondents, by the fimplicity, edification, and
love they breathe in every line. O when fhall
T write as fhe did! When my heart fhall be full
of God as hers was. :

May the Lord enable you to walk in her fteps,

nt me to fee you fhining among the
e, loving Marys of this age, as the did but -
a few months ago.” Her God is our God: the
fzme Spirit, that animated her, is waiting at the
door of our hearts, to cleanfe them and fill them
with his confolations, if we will but exclude the
world, and let him in. Why fhould we then
give way to defpondency, and refufe to cherifh
that lively hope, w/ziclz,ij)’ agy one has, he will purify

&mfelf, even as God is pure? Take courage then,

Madam, and confider, that the hour of felf-deni-

! dland painful wreftling with God will be fhort,

! wd the time of viQorious recompence as long

. acternity itfelf. May the Lord enable you

I 2dme, to weigh that confideration in the ba-

Lnce of his fan&uary,ngd to aét agreeably é -

an

‘ {Mrs, Lefevre;

-
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and may that gracious Being, who invites the
young man to honour him in the days of his
youth, grant you to fee him, whom he has given
you, ponder thofe folemn truths betimes, and
find by a happy experience, that none is happier
‘than he, who takes early the Lord's yoke upon
himfelf.

I conclude, by commending you to the Lord,
and to the Word of his grace, and recommende
ing myfelf to your prayers, I am, Madam, your
obedient fervant for Chrift’s fake, I, F.

London, Dec. 12th, 1758,

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley.
. My dear Sir,

, IF my filence was ow-
. ing to forgetful
I thould blufh at not availing myfelf more
quently of your permiffion to write; but the
idea I entertain, that nothing but your great
condefcenfion can make my correfppndence fup-
portable, makes me fometimes a& in a manner
quite contrary to the fentiments of my heart.
Before I left Tern, the Lord gave me a_me-
dicine to prepare me to fuffer what awaited me
here. * * ¥ * * *® *
* ( * %, * * # * * *

* * » * * . % *
This humiliation prepared me fo well, that [
was not furprized to learn, that a perfon in Lon-
don had fpread abroad many falfe and {candalous
things of me, during my abfence; and that the

minds of many were prejudiced againft me. O;r;

. |



[791

one fenfe, I took a pleafure in thinking, that I
was coing to be rejected by the children of Ged,
and that my Saviour wourd become more dear,
b under the idea, that as in heaven, {fo now on
erth, I thould have none but him. The firft
time I appeared in the chapel, many were fo
: offended, that it was with difficulty they could
forbear interrupting me in my prayer, to tell
me, Phyjician heal thyfelf. 1 was on the point of °
declining to officiate, fearing I fhould only give
freth offence; indeed, I fhould have done fo,
had it not been for my friend Bernon, who
prefled me to ftand firm, reprefenting the tri-
umph my filence would give my enemies &c.
His reafons appeared to me fo cogent, that, as
your brother did not reje& my affiftance, I read
prayers, and engafed to preach fometimes of a
moming; which I have accordingly continued

o. -~
e fame day I arrived in London, our poor

d Bernon took to his bed, as if the Lord
had waited my prefence to give the blow.
Three days after the fever increafed, and ap-
‘ peared to be dangerous. The next day, which

was Wednefday, he fettled his temporal con-
cerns. Friday evening he was free from feves,
and I had fome hopes of his life; but on Satur-
day it appeared, that the fever was the lighteft
‘ ‘part of his malady, and the phyfician faid, he

would die of an inflammation in his bowels;

which was the cale on Monday, after an illnefs
. of eight days. I fat up with {lim three nights,
" wd faw him as often as I could by day; and,
blefled be God, I did not fee him for a moment
without the full qg‘uran(c; of faith, His foul was,
: , 2. in
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in general, divided between the exercife of re-
peatance, and of faith in the blood of the Lamb ;
however, from time to time, repentance gave

lace to rejoicing ; and when he appeared better,
¥xe exprefled much fear of returning to life.
Neverthelefs, one day, when I was not with him,
he had a confli¢t with the Enemy of his faith,
which continued an hour or two, when he came
oif conqueror. The violence of the fever fome-
times threw him into a delirium, and that was
the cale lome hours before his diffolution. The
lalt words he uttered, before the firength of his
d:feale deprived him of {peech, were, * O what
love! What love!” I have in my heart a clear
teftimony that he died the death of the jujl. Thus
to recompence me for the injury Satan has done
me by a falfe friend, the Lord has taken to him-
felf a true one, whom he will reftore to me

again in the laft areat day: Such a lofs j
zeal gain. .
I fincerely rejoice in the health of Mrs.

ley. Prelent my compliments to her—not thofe
of the children of this world, but thofe of the
fervants of Chrift; and don’t forget to give your
little Charles a kifs of peace and prayer for me.
Adieu. I. F.

, Lomion, March 22d, 1759,
The Rev. Mr. Charles Weiley. ,
My dear Sir, ~

YOU left me without

rmitting me to

fay, farewell; but that fhall not hinder me from
withing you a good journey, and I flatter }nﬁ‘-
Cii,
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{elf, that you are in the habit of returning my
yets. 1 have even fhared the joy of Mrs.
elley in feeing you again. Happier than the

aflicted ,Jelus, you leave your own, and thcy

regret your abfence; you return to your own,

_and they receive you with joy. You cannot

yet be rendeved perte@ by fufferings; your fathex
and mother have never forfaken you: Lut, no
matter, you have no doubt your affliétions; and
ﬁrobably, the Lord puts you fecretly in a cruci-
le, that you may come forth as gold feven
times tried in the fire. May his left hand be
underneath you, and his right hand ever em-
brace you! May he lay his hand upon you,
and &l you with his ftrength! He will not
forget Mis, Wefley: I have had fome affurances
that he will not, when I have been enabled to
at the feet of Jefus the delightful burden
ut upon me, by interefting me in her pre-
critical circumftances. If I were more

ble, I would beg you ta prefent her m

humble refpeéts; and if I were ftrong in fait
like Elizabeth, I could fay, like her, with that
fulnefs of the Spirit which fhould go to her
heart, Bleffed art thou amorg™ women, and lieffed is
the fruit of thy womb! But it becomes not me to
prefume fo far; I fhall be happy if my good

withes may be found fincere before God.

Since your departure, I have lived more thany
ever like a hermit. It feems to me, that I am
an unprofitable weight upon the earth. I want
% hide myfelf from all. I tremble when the
Lord favours me with a fight of myfelf; I trem-
ble to think of preaching only to diiuonour. -
God. To morrow I preach at Weft Street w:&n '

G 3
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all the feelings of Jonah: O would to God I

might be attended with his fuccefs! If the Lord

thall, in any degree, fuftain my weaknefs, I {hall
confider myfelt as indebted to your prayerss
The Adverfary avails himfelf mightily of the
enthufiafm of Mils A———d to prevent the
fuccels of my preaching in French; but I be-
Yieve that my own unworthinefs does more fof
the Devil, than ten Mils A ’'s. Hows
ever, I have thought it my duty to endeavour
to ftem the torreat of difcouragement, praying
the Lord to provide for this poor people a
paftor after his own heart, whom the wandering
theep may be willing to hear, and who may
bring them to himfelf.

A propofal has litely been made to me, to-
accompany Mr. Nathaniel Gilbert to the Weft

nor grace, nor talents, to expofe myfelf t
temptations and labours of a miffion in the We
Indies; and on the other, I believe, that if God
calls me thither, the time is not yet come,
I wifh to he certain, that I am converted my-
felf, before I leave my converted brethren to
convert heathens. Pray let me know what you

Indies. 1 have weighed the matter, but on
hand; 1 feel that I have neither fuﬂ‘icicn* i

think of this bufinefs; if you condemn me to- -

put the fea between us, the command would be
a hard one; but I might, poffibly, prevail on
mylelf to give you that proof of the deference
1 pay tc your judicious advice. , :
Give me fome account of Mrs. Wefley, and"
of the god-father fhe defigns for your littie
Charles: and, that {he may not labour under a
Jdeception, tell her how greatly I want wifdom,
‘ and
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and add, that I have no more grace than wifdom.
If after all the will not reje& fo unworthy a
fponfor, remember that I have taken you for a
!ﬁ::r and advifer, and that the charge will in
the end devolve u. Adieu, May the
plenitude of Chrift fill you, and may fome
drops of lE‘hat precious oil run from you to
me! L F.

P. S. 1 have taken pofleflion of my little
hired chamber. There I have outward peace,
and I wait for that which is within, I was this
morning with Lady Huntingdon, who falutes
you, and unites with me to fay, that we have
need of you to make one in our threefold cord,
and to beg you will haften your return, when

idence permits. Our converfation was deep
and full of the energy of faith on the part of
the Countefs ; as to me, I fat like Saul at the feet

'}amaliel.

' 'm unprofitable fervant! Would to Ged, my

{ London, April ~— 1755,

Rev, Mr. Charles Wefley,
My dear Sir,

) WI'I_'H a heart bowed

down with grief, and

eyes bathed with tears, occafioned by our late
heavy lofs, I mean the death of Mr. Walth, I
tke my pen to pray you, to intercede for me.
What!” that fincere, laborions, and zealous fervant of
od!  Was he faved only as by fire, and was not
bt prayer heard till the twelfth hour was juft
piring? O where fhall I appear, 1, who am _

eye

i
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eyes were fountains of water to weep for my
fins! Would to God, I might pafs the reft of
my days, in crying, Lord, have mercy upon
me! Il is vamty—grace, talents, labours, if
we compare them with the mighty ftride we have
to take from time into eternity! Lord, remems=
ber me now that thou art in thy kingdom!

I have ptreached and adminiftered the facra-
ment at Weft Street fometimes in the holidays.
May God water the poor feed I have fown, and
give it fruitfulnefs, tho’ it be only in one foul!

I have lately feen fo much weaknefs in my
heart, both as a minifter and a Chriftian, that I
know not which is moft to be pitied the man,

the believer, or the preacher. Could 1, a} laft, -

be truly humbled, and continue fo always, 1 {hould
efteem myfelf happy in making this difcovery.
I preach merely to Keep the chapel open, until
God fhall fend a workman after his oum he
Nos numeri fumus;* this is almoft all I can

of myfelf. If I did not know myfelf a litt
better, than 1 did formerly, I fhould tell you,
that 1 had ceafed altogether from placing any

confidence in my repentances &c. &c. but I fee

my heart is {o full of deceit, that I cannot de-
pend on my knowledge of myfelf.

You are not well—Are you, then, going to
leave us, like poor Walfh? ~ Ah ftay, and per-
mit me to go firf}, that, when my foul fhall leave
the body, you may commend it to the mercy of
my Saviour. '

The day Mr. Walfh died, the Lord gave our
brethren the fpirit of fupplication for him, and
many unutterable groans were offered uphfor

: ~ im

*1 filf up an empty fpace,

|
|
|
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him at Spittlefields, where I was. Who {hall
render us the fame kind offices? Is not our
hour near? O, my God, when thou comeft,
prepare us, and we fhall be seady! You owe
your children an elegy upon his death, and you
annot employ your poetick talents on a better
fubje&t.

ive me fome account of yourfelf, of my gods
daughter, and of Charles. Prefent my refpeits
to Mrs. Wefley, whom the Lord will ftrengthen
in body and foul, if my prayers afcend to his
throne; and believe me your poor brother and
fervant foliciting your prayers, I. F.

London, June 1ft, 1759,

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley.
My dear Brother, or rather, My dear Father,

. : SUFF ER me to complain that you

. forget us. I with my letter
may mifs you, and that you may come in perfon -
and anfwer it before it reaches you.. I know
what detains you: I approve your prudence,
but rejoice not at it. How is your health, that
of Mrs. Welley, and your little family? The
Lord gives me health of body, and, from time to
time, I feel ftrength in my {oul. O when {hall
thg witnefs, who is dead, arife! - When thall the
Spirit enter into him, and fill him with wifdom,
with power, and with love! Pray for me, and
fupport my weaknefs, as much as you can, I
mn here Umbra pro corpore.* 1 preach as your
iubftitute: come and fill worthily an office, of

which

*A fbadow rather than a fubfance.
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which I am unworthy. My pupils return to
Cambridge on Monday, and the whole family
fets out for Shropthire on the 11th. Shall I not
fee you, before that time? I have rejeéted the
offer of Dr. Taylor, and have no other tempta~
tions than thofe of a bad heart. That isenough,
you will fay; I grant it; but we muft fight be-
fore we conquer. Pray that my courage may
not fail. Come, and the Lord come with you!
Iam &c. I. F.

Tern, July 1gth, 1759:

“The Rev. Mr. Charles Wedley.
‘ My dear Sir, .

INSTEAD of apologi=

zing for my filence,

I will tell you, that I have twenty times endea-

voured to break it, but without eflect. I wg
fimply relate the caufe of my filence, referr
ou to the remembrance of your own temptas
tions, for that fpatience you muft exercife to a

weak, tempted foul. : .

This is the fourth fummer that I have been
brought hither, in a peculiar manner, to be
tempted of the Devil in a wildernefs; and I have
improved fo little by my paft exercifes, that I
have not defended mylelt better than in" the firft
year. Being arrived here, 1 began to fpend my
time as I had determined, one part in prayer,
and the other in meditation on the holy fcrip-
tures. The Lord blefled my devotions, and I
advanced from conquerin&) to conquer, leadin
every thought captive to the obedience of Jefus
' ' b Chl'm,




(871

Chrift, when it pleafed God to {hew me fome of
the folds of my heart. As I looked for nothing
lefs than fuch a dilcovery, I was extremely fur-
prized, fo much fo, as to forget Chrift: You
may judge already what was the confequence.
A ipiritual languor feized on all the powers of
my foul; and I fuffered myfelf to be carried
away quietly by a current, with the rapidity of
whichql was unacquainted.
Neither doubt, nor defpair troubled me for a
moment: my temnptation took another courfe.
1t appeared to me, that God would be much
more glorified by m?r damnation, than my fal-
vation., It feemed altogether incompatible with
the holinefs, the juftice, and the veracity of the
Supreme Being, to admit fo ftubborn an offender
mto his prefence. I could do nothing but be
aftonifhed at the patience of God; and 1 would
willingly have fung thofe verles of Defbaraux, if
had ftrength.

Tonne, frappe, il eft temps, rend moi guerre
pour guerre, :
Jadore en periffant la raifon qui t'aigrit.

Do not imagine, however, that I was in a flate
of evangelical repentance; no,—a man who re-
nts delires to be faved, but I defired it not:
was even impatient to go to my own place;
and fecretly wilhed, that God would for a mo-
ment give me the exercife of his iron {ceptre, to
eak myfelf to pieces as a veflel to difhonour,
‘bitter and cruel zeal, againft myfelf, and all’

i finners who were with me, filled all m
thoughts and all my defires. The Devil, who
well knew how to improve the opportugilty,'
ew.
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blew without ceafing the fparks of fome corrup-.
tions, which I thought extinguifhed, or at the
point of being M till at laft the fire begun ‘to
appear without, This opened my eyes, and I
felt it was time to implore fuccour. "It is now
eight days fince I endeavoured to pray, but al-
moft without fuccefs: yefterday, however, as I
fang one of your hymns, the Lord lifted up my
head, and commanded me to face my enemies.
By his grace, I am already conqueror, and I
doubt not, that I {fhall foon be more than con-
queror. Although I deferve it mot, neverthe-
lefs, hold up my hands till all thefe Amalakites
be put to flight. I am &c. I. F.

London, Sep, 14th, 1759,

Rev, Mr. Charles Welley.
. . My dear Sir, *

I Thank you for your

. fpeedy anfwer, and no- .
thing, but the affurance of your fpeedy arrival,
is wanting to make my happinefs complete.
Your laft lines drew tears from my eyes: I can-
not wait till your death, to befeech you to give
me that benediétion of which you fpeak. I con-
_jure you, in the name of Chrift, to give it me,
when you read thefe lines, and to repeat it, as
frequently as you think of a poor brother, whe
needs the prayers of every one, and who cannot
part with yours.

I accept with, pleafure, the obliging propofal
you make me for the approaching winter; and I
entreat you to confider it lefs as a propofal, than

as
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as an engagement into which you have entered,
and of which I have a right to folicit the fulfill-
ment. Permit me only to add to it one condition,
which is, to make our reading &c. tend, as much
as poffible, to that poverty of {pirit, which I fo
greatly need.

A ¥ew days ago, the Lord gave me two or
three leffons on that fubje&; but alas! how have
I forgotten them! I {aw, I felt, that I was en-
tirely woid of wifdom and virtue. I was atham-
ed of myfelf, and I could fay with a degree of
feeling, which I cannot defcribe, Nil ago, nil
habeo, fum nil; in pulvero ferpo.* I could then
{ay, what Gregory Lopez was enabled to fay at
all times, * There is no man, of whom I have
not a better opinion, than of myfelf.” I could
have placed myfelf under the feet of the moft

atrocious finer, and have acknowledged him
for a faint, in comparifon of myfelf. If ever I
am humble and patient, if ever I enjoy folid
peace of mind, it muft be in this very fpirit; Ah!
why do I not affually find thefe virtues? Be-
caufe, I am filled with felf-fufficiency, and am pof-
feffed by that felf efteem, which %linds me, and
hinders me from doing juftice to my owr de-
merits. O! pray that the Spirit of Jefus may
remove thefe fcales from my eyes for ever, and
com{‘el me to retire into my own nothingnefs. :
o what a monflrous idea had you well nigh
given birth! What! the labours of my miniftry
under you deferve a falary! I, who have done
nothing but difhonour'd God ixithcrto, ‘and am
not in a condition to do any thing elfe for the
future! If, then, I am permitted to ftand in
the

*I do nothing, have nothins, am nothing ; I crawl in the duft,



‘ [90] ,

the courts of the Lord’s houfe, is it not for me
to make an acknowledgement rather than to re-
ceive one. If I ever receive any thing of the
Methodift Church, it fhall be only as an indi-
ient mendicant receives an "alms, without which

e would perith. Such were fome of the
thoughts, which pafled through my mind, with
regard to the propofal you made to me in Lon-
don; and I doubt, whether my own vanity, or
your goodnefs, will be able to efface the im-
preflions they have left. .

. T have great need of yaur advice, relative to-
the letters which I receive one after another
from my relations, who unite in their invita~
tions to me, to return to my own country: one
fays, to fettle my affairs there, another, to preach
there, a third, te affit him to.die &c. They
prefs me to declare, whether I renounce my fa-
mily, and the demands I have upon it; and my
mother defires, that I will, at leaft, go and fee
- her; and commands me to do fo in the ftrongeft
terms. What an{wer fhall 1 make? If ihe
thought, as you do, I {hould write to her, ¢ Ubi
Chriftiani, ibj patria;*” my mother, my brethren,
my fifters, axe thofe.who do the will of my
Heavenly Father: but fhe is not in a flate of
mind to digeft fuch an anfwer: A mother, is a
mother long. On the other hand, I have no
inclination to yield to: thein defives, which ap-
pear to me merely nataral ; for I {hall lofe preci-
ous time, and ‘incur expence: My prefence is
not abfolutely neceflary. to my concerns; and it is
more probable that my relatians will pervert me

to vanity and intereft, than that I fhall convert
them.

*IWhere there are Chriftians, there is my country.
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them to genuine Chriftianity. Laftly, I fhall-
have no opportunity to exercife my miniftry.
Qur Swifs minifters, who preach only once’ a

. week, will not look upon me with a more fa-

vourable eye than the minifters here; and irre-
gular preaching is impraéticable, and would
only caufe: me, either to be luid in prifon, or
immediately baniihed from the country.

How does your family do? Is the fmall-pox
as far off as the French? And does your wife
difquiet herfelf, while all the nation refumes
courage? Salute her from me, and tell her that
her brother, the captain, who is very well, trains
his men as well as he can for Ler defence. Ma
the Almighty be your defence day and night!
“What he protefts is well proteed. Permit me
to thank you for the fentence from -Kempis,
with which you clofe your letter, by returning
to you another—* You run no rifk 1n confider-
* ing yourfelf as the wickedeft of men; but
¢ you are in danger, if you prefer yourfelf to
® any one.” Iam &c, I, F.

Tern, O&. 24th, 1759

Reve Mr. Charles Wefley.
: My dear Sir,

FOR fome days paft, the

‘hope of hearing from

you has been balanced by the fear that you were
not in a condition to write. This laft idea pre-
vails fo much, that I take my pen, to entreat
ou, to deliver me from the inquietude which
{uffer from your filence. If the gout prevents

' -Ha - you
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you from writing, employ the hand of a friend $
if you are in the third heaven of contemplation
and love, let brotherly love, for a moment,
bring you down; if you wander in the defert
of temptation, let fympathy unite you to a mife-
rable man, who feels himfelf undone.

Since my laft, I have taken fome fteps towards
the knowledge of myfelf. 1f you enquire, what
I have learned?, I anfwer, that I am naked of
every thing, but pride and wunbelief. Yefterday
I was feized with the defire of making rhymes,
and I verfified my thoughts on the prefent ftate
of my foul in a hymn, the firft part of which I
now fend you. If the poetry does not deferve
reading, the language will recal to mind your
French. '

How does Mrs, Wefley and your little family
do? The rumour here is, that the French are
at Liverpool. I am glad they do not think of
Briftol. Salute the trembling Half of yourfelf
from me, and tell her, how much I rejoice that
your quarters have been in fafety hitherto; and
that my hope is, they will continue fo to the
end of the war. :

May the care you take of your health have
the fuccefs I with; and while I wait the event,
may He, who enabled St. Paul to fay, When I am
wear, then am 1 firong, fuftain you in all your in-
firmities, and fill your inward man with his
mighty power! At the moment I was going to
feal mine, I received your dear letter. You
will {ee by the hymn, in which I have attempt-
ed to paint my heart, that I have at prefent far
other things to do, than to think-of going on to
perfeétion, even laying the foundation of the_fpii '
‘ ’ ritua
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- yitual houfe; much lefs, then, can I help for-
ward thole who feek it. I am &c. I. F.

: ' Tern, Sep. 2gth, 1759
The Rev. Mr, Charles Welley.
’ My dear Sir,

YOUR filence began
: -4 to make me uneafy,
and your letter had well nigh made me draw my
pen over one I had written to afk the caufe of it.
The Lord afflifts you: that is enough to filence
every complaint, and I will not open my mouth,
except it be to pray the Lord, to enable you
- and yours to bring forth thofe fruits of righte-
oufnefs, which attend the trials of his children.
Take care of yourfelf, for the fake of the Lord’s
dittle flock, and for me, who, with all the impa-
tience of brotherly love, reckon every day till
I can have the pleafure of embracing you. -

If I know any thing of true brotherly love,

{of which I often doubt) it agrees perfeétly well
with the love of Gad, as the founds of the dif:
ferent parts in mufick agree with each other:
Their union arifes from their juft difference;

and they pleafe, fometimes, fo much the more, .

as they appear the moft oppofeds The oppofi-
tion of fentiments between divine and brotherly
love, together with the fubordination of the
latter, forms that delightful combit in the foul
of a believer, that being divided betweer two, of
the apoftle,* which concludes with a facrifice of
refignation, of which the natural man is not
; ‘H 3 - capable,
“*phile i 230 - '

=
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capable. Your expreffion, ¢ Spread the moral
- fenfe all o’er,” gives me an idea of that charity,
which I feek. The love of Gregory Lopez ap-
pears to me foo floical: I do not find in it that
vehement defire, thole tears of love, that ardour
of feeing and poffeffing each other in the bow-
els of Jefus Chrift, which I find fo frequently in
the Epiftles of St. Paul. If this fenfibility {e a
failing, I do not with to be exempt from it.
‘What think you? \
‘When I was. reading Telemachus with m
pupils, I was ftruck with this expreffion, *¢ H)é
lufhed to have been born with fo little feeling
. for men, and to appear to them fo inhuman.”
I eafily applied the. firft part, and the fon of
Ulyfles gave me an example of Chriftian repen-
tance, which I wifh to follow, till my heart is
truly circumcifed. Send me fome remedy, or
give me fome advice againft this hardnefs of
heart under which I groan. A propos—con-
cerning hardnefs of heart; what you fay about
reducing a mother to defpair, has made me re-
colle@ what I have often thought, that the par-
ticular fault of the Swifs is to be without natural
affeion.  'With refpe@ to that preference which
my mother {hews me above her other children,
1 fee clearly, that I am indebted for almoft all
the affe@ion fhe exprefles for me in her letters, '
to my abfence from her, which hinders her
from feeing my faults. Neverthelefs, I reproach
myielf feverely, that I cannot intereR myfelf in
her welfare, as much as I did in that of my de-
ceafed father; and I am aftonifhed at the differ~ -
ence. 1 believe the time is not yet come, when
my prelence may be of fervice to her, Erald I
: tter

!
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Batter myfelf fhe will not be fhocked at my
wefufal, which I have f{oftened as much as I
could. .

[ fear you did not rightly underftand what I
‘wrote about the propofal you made me at Lon-
don. So far from making conditions, 1 feel
myfelf unworthy of recciving them. Be it what
it may, I thank God, that I trouble myfelf with
no temporal things; my only fear is that of
hwing too much, rather than too little of the
things neceflary for life. I am weary of abun-
dance: I could with to be poor with my Savi-
our; and thofe, whom he hath chofen to Ke rich
in fith, appear to me objeéts of envy in the

midkk of their wants. Happy fhould I be, if a

fecret pride of heart did not difguife itfelf under

thele appearanices of humility! ~Happy fhould I
be if that dangerous ferpent did not conceal
himfelf under thefe {weet flowers, and feed on
their juices! I am &c. L. F.

Oober 1ft, 1759

Mrs. Ryon and Mifs Furléy.
My dear Sifters,

” | Have put off writing to
; you, left the a&ion of
wiiting fhould divert my foul from the awful
wd delightful worlfhip, it is engaged in.  But
Inow conclude, I fhall be no Ilofer, if I invite
jou to love Him my foul loveth, to dread Him
my {oul dreadeth, to adore Him my foul ador-
eth. Sink with me, or rather, let me fink with'
jJou, before the throne of ‘grace; and while
. cherubims
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cherubims veil their faces, and cry out in tender
fear and exquifite trembling, Holy! holy! holy!
let us put our mouths m the duft, snd echo
bick the folemn found, Holy! holy! holy!
Let us plunge ourfelves into that ocean of pu-
rity, Let us try to fathom the depths of divine
mercy; and, convinced of the impoffibility of
fuch an attempt, let us lofe ourfelves in them.
Let us be comprehended by God, if we cannot
y comprehend him. Let us be fupremely ha‘pp in
God. Let the intenfenefs of our happine s,gor-
der on mifery, becaufe we can make him no
return. Let our head become water, and our
eyes fountains of tears,—fears of humble repent-
ance, of folemn joy, of filent admiration, of ex-
alted adoration, of raptured defires, of inflamed
traniports, of {peechlefs awe, My God, and my
all!—Your God, and your all!—Our God, and
_our all! Praife him; and with our fouls blend-
¢d in one by divine love, let us with one mouth
glorify the Father of vur Lord Féfus Chriffi—our Fa-
ther, who is over dll, through all, and in us all.
I charge you before the Lord Jefus Chrift,
" who giveth life, and more abundant life; I en-
treat you, by all the a&tings of faith, the exer-
tions of hope, the flames of love, you ever felt,
fink to greater depths of felf-abafing repentance,
and rife to greater heights of Chrift-exalting joy.
And let him, who is able to do_exceeding abun=-
dantly, more than you can afk or think, carry
on and fulfil in you the work of faith with
‘power; with that power, whereby he fubdueth
all things to himfelf. Be fleadfajt in hope, im-
moveable in patience and love, always abound-

ing in‘the outward, and inward labowr of lm

- 41}‘.3':,,



[97]

and receive the end of your faith, the falvation of your
fouls. I am &c. L F.

London, Nov. 15th, 1'759.

Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley.
My dear Sir,

YOUR letter was not put

into my hand till eight

days after my arrival in London. I carried the
enclofed agreeably to its adarefs, and imﬂcd
thrée hours with a modern prodigy,—an humble
and pious Countefs. 1 went with trembling, and
in obedience to your orders; but I foon pere
ceived a little of what the dilciples felt, when
Chrift faid to them, It is I, be not afraid. She
propofed to me fomething of what you hinted
to me in your garden; namely, to celebrate the
communion fometimes at her houfe of a morn-
ing, and to preach when occafion offered; in
fuch a manner, however, as not to reftrain my
liberty, nor to prevent my affiting you, or
preaching to the French Refugees; and that, on-
ly till Providence fhould clearly point out the
path in which I fhould go. Charity, politenefs,
and reafon, accompanied her offer; and I con-
fefs, in fpite of the refolution, which 1 had al-
moft abfolutely formed, to fly the houfes of the
reat, without even the exception of the Count-
efs’s, I found myfelf fo greatly changed, that I
fhould have accepted, on the {pot, a propofal,
which I fhould have declined from any other
mouth; but my engagement with you withheld"
me; and thanking the Countefs, I told }l;'er-
- ~ when
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when I had refleed on her obliging offer, I
would do myfelf the honour of waiting wpon
her again. o

Neverthelefs, two difficulties ftand in my way.
Will it be confiltent with that poverty of fpirit,
which I (eek? Can I accept an office, for which
I have fuch fmall talents; and, fhall 1 net difho-
nour the caufe of God, by ftammering out the
myfteries of the gofpel, in a place, where the
moft approved minifters of the Lord have preach-
ed with fo much power, and fo much fuccefs? I
fufpe® that my own vanity gives more weight to
this fecond objeftion, than 1t deferves to have:
What think you?

I give m i{:lf up to your judicious counfels;
you take unneteffary pains to affure me, that
hey are difinterefted; for I cannot doubt it.
1 feel myfelf unworthy of them; much more #iil
of the appellation of friend, with which you ho-
nour me. You are an indulgent father to me, and
the name of fon fuits me better than that of
brother. :

You afk, - “ Whether I can, with confidence,
‘ive you up to the mercy of God?” Yes, I can;
and I feel that for you, which { do not for my-
felf; I am fo affured of your falvation, that I afk
no other place in heaven, than that I may have
at your feet. I doubt even if paradife would be
" a paradife to'me, unlefs it were thared with you3
and the fingle idea which your queftion excited,
that we might one day be feparated, pierced my
heart, and bathed my eyes with tears. They
were {weet tears, which feemed to water and
confirm my hope, or rather the certainty I have,
that He, who hath begun a good work in ‘us'l,,

: wil
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will atfo finifh #; and unite me to you in Chrift,
by the bonds of an everlafting love; and not
ouly to you, but toyour children and your wife,

whomn I falute in Chrift. Adieu. I am itc.F

Dunftable, Match 1ft, 1760,

. The Reve Mr. Charles Wefley.
: . My dear Sir,

1 Have had a pleafant

journey as to my bo-

dy, but an unhapp;r one for my foul. Every
‘thing required that I {hould cry without ceafing,
Lord be mercifu to me a finmer; but, alas! I have
not done fo. The fine weather invites me to
execute a defign I had half formed, of making a
forced march to fpend next Sunday at Everton,
Mr. Bevridge's parith. There may the voice of
the Lord be heard by a poor child of Adam,
who, like him, is ftill behind the trees of his*

ftupidity and impenitence!

1f I do not lole myfelf acrofs the fields before

I get there, and if the Lord is pleafed to grant
me the fpirit of fupplication, I will pray for you
and your dear fifter at P , until T can
again pray with you, Don’t forget me, I be-
feech you, if the Lord brings me to your re-
membrance. Caft your bread on the waters on
my behalf, and, perhaps, dyou will find it again
after many days. I would fain be with you on
thofe folemn occafions, when a thoufland. voices
. are raifed to Heaven to obtain. thofe graces,
t which I have-not: but God’s will be done!

) Don't
{ 385137A
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. Don't forget to prefent my refpefts to the
Countefs. If I continue any time at Everton,

I {Lall take the liberty of giving her fome ac- -
God

count of the work of in thofe parts; if
not, Iwill give it her in perfon. Adieu.
The Lord ftrengthen you in foul and body.
I am &c. I. F.

' The Hon. Mrs, ———
My dear Friend,

TO a believer Jefus is alone
the defirable, the everlaft-
ing diftin&ion and honour of men. All other
advantages, though now fo proudly extolled, fo
vehemently coveted, are, like the down on the
thifile, blown away in a moment, and never fe-
cure to the poﬂ'eg‘or., Riches are_incapable ,of

{atisfying, friends are changeable and precarious,

the dear relations, who are the delight of our

eart, are taken away at a ftroke ;—pain and fick-
nefs follow eafe and health in quick fucceffion ;
but, amidft all the poffible changes of life, Chrift
is a rock. To fee him by faith, to lay hold, to
rely upon him, to live upon him, this is the
refuge from the ftorm, the fhadow from the
heat.—May it be given to you abundantly!
And in order to obtain it, nothing more or lefs
is required of you, than a full and frequent con-
feflion of your own abominable nature and heart,
than kneeling as a true beggar at the door of
mercy, declaring you came there expe&ing no-
tice and relief, only becaufe God our Saviour
came to redeem incarnate Devils, and, for the
glory of his grace, to convert them into faints

and -
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and fervants of the living God, into children, of
God and heirs of glory. '

I think you take a fure method to perplex
yourfelf, if you want to fee your own faith, or
Iook for one moment at yourfelf for proof of
your faith; others muft fee it in your works, but

ou muft feel it in your heart. The glory of
},efus is now, by faith, realized to the mind, in
forne fuch manner as an infinitely grand and
beautiful obje&, which appears in tze firmament
of heaven: it arrefts and fixes the attention of
the {peétators on itfelf; it captivates them, and,
by the pleafure it imparts, they are led on to
view it: fo when Jefus is our peace, ftrength,
righteoufnefs, food, falvation, and our dll, we
are penetrated with a confcioufnefs of it.—We

{hquld never reft thort of this feeling, nor ever

think we have it ftrong enough. This is to

Aeep the faith; and our chief confli® and moit

conftant labour muft be againft our own heart,
the things of the world, and the fuggeftions of
our great enemy, who are all intent to divert us
from this One &je&, which Mary placed herfelf
before; or to make us doubt ‘whether in the
life and death of Immanuel there was fuch un-
fearchable riches and efficacy, fuch a complete
falvation for all his people, or whether we are
in that number. For my own part, I am often
tempted to fufpe®, whether I am not fpeaking
great {welling words of Chrift, and yet am no "
more than founding brafs or a tinkling cymbal ;
and I find the only fuccefsful way of anfwering
this doubt is immediately to addrefs to Jefus a
prayer to this effe®—* Whofoever cometh to
¢¢ thee, thou wilt in no wife caft out; Lord,
I ¢ have

e



[ 102]

4 have not I coine to thee? Am not 1, as a
¢ brand plucked out of the fire, depending
¢ upon thee for life? See if there be any way
¢ of wickednefs in me, and lead me in the way
- ¢ everlafting.”

My eye looks to the blefled Jefus, my heart
longs to be more in his fervice, my love—O that
it were greater toward him! I moum deeply
for my corruptions, which are many and great.
When I look at Him, and contemplate his great
falvation, I adinire, I adore, and, in fome mea-
fure, I love; but when I look at myfelf, my
heart rifes at the fight:—Black and devilifh,
felfilh and proud, carnal and covetous, and moft
abominably unclean, I waant all things which
are good. But I have a blefled, blefled Lord,
Chrift Jefus, in whom all fulnefs dwells for me,
and for the dear friend to whom I am writing;
a fulnefs of pardon, wifdom, holinefs, ftrength,

eace, righteoufncfs and falvation—a fulnefs of
ove, mercy, goodnefs, truth. All this, and a
thoufand tines more than all this, without an
worthinefs or merit, only for receiving. O blef-
fed free grace of God! ~O blefled be his name
for Jefus Chrift! What a gift! and for whom?
For you, my dear friend, if you are without
Mirength, if you are in your nature an enemy, all
this is for you, What fays the everlafting
God? Believe, that he gave his Son for finners;
and, as a finner, believe In Jefus. He came to
fave the loft; then, as a loft foul, believe in him,
He came to cleanfe the filthy; then, as a filthy foul,
believe in him. And why fhould we not thus
believe? Can God lie? Impoflible! Can we

*~ o

have
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have a better foundation to build on, than the
yromife and oath of God?

My dear friend, I know you will not be angry
at my preachment; I aim it all at my own
heart; I ftand more in need of it than you, and
I always feel my heart refrefhed when I am
talking or thinking of Jefus. It is a feaft
to my finful foul, when I am meditating on the
%ones which compofe his blefled name. But

how dark and ignorant, how little, how ex-
ceeding little, do I know of him! O, thou light
of the world, enlighten my foul! Teach me to
know more of thy infinite and unfearchable
tiches, thou great God-man, that I may love
thee with an increafing love, and ferve thee with

w increafing zeal, till thou bringeft me to

gory! L F. '

Tern, Sep. 26th, 1960.
# The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. '

YOU anfwer me not, My -

. dear Sir: have you not
received my laRt, with a letter enclofed from m1y
Lady Huntingdon? But it is with an ill grace

I complain, when I ought rather to thank you

for the confolatory letter, which you wrote me

in anfwer to my firft from Tern. It might
have comforted me, if I would, or could be
comforted without Jefus; but 1 only afk ftrength

o groan on, till I can fay, Totus mihi perplacet
Chriftus.*  Without the ‘experience of this mot-

o 1o, yours will never raife me above a Devil,
¢ 3 D 12 who

¥, 3};' ~ *Cbuilt is aliogether lovely.
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who can fay as well as me, Totus difpliceo
mihi*

I fend you here the copy of a part of a letter,

which I have juft written to Lady Huntingdon.
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The light I expe&ted from our friend at Brif=
tol is come, though from a different quartere
A fortnight ago, the Minifter of this parith,
with whom 1 have had no conneétion for
thefe two years, fent me word, (I know not
why) that his pulpit {kould be at my fervice
at any time, and feems now very friendly.
Some days after, I ventured, without del:ign, a
vifit of civility to the Vicar of a neighbouring

parith, who féll out with me, three years ago,

tor preaching faith in his church: he received
me with the greateft kindnefs, and faid often,
he would have me tske care of fouls foure
where or other. Laft Sunday, the Vicar of
Madeley, to whom1 was formerly curate, com-
ing to pay a vifit here, expreffec{ great regard
for me, feemed to be quite reconciled, amd
aflured me, that he would do all that was in
his power to ferve me; of which he yefterday
gave me a proof, by (ending me a teftimonial
unafked. e was no fooner gone, than news
was brought that the old Clergyman, I men-
tioned to your Ladyfhip, died fuddenly the
day before; and that fame day before I heard
it, Mr. Hill, meeting at the races his nephew
who is patron of Madeley, told him, that, if

+he would prefent me to Madeley, he would

give the Vicyr of that parifh the living vacated
by the old Clergyman’s death. This was im-

mediately agreed to, as Mr, Hill himfelf in~ =

“ formed
*f am alogether hateful to myfelf.
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% formed me in the evening, withing me joy.
% This new promife, the manner in which
#4 Mr. Hill forced me from London to be here
» “at this time, and the kindnefs of the three

l

“ Minifters I mentioned, whofe hearts feemed
“to be turned at this jun&ure, to fign my
“ teftimonials for inftitution, are fo many orders
“ to be ftill, and wait till the door is quite cpen
“ or fhut. I beg, therefore, your Ladyilip
“ would prefent my refpeéts and thanks to
“ Lady Margaret and Mr. Ingham, and acquaint
“ them with the necefhity, which thefe ¢ircum-
“ ftances lay me under to follow the leadings of
# Providence.” '
This anfwer is agreeable to the advice you
have fo repeatedly given me, not to refift Provi-
dence, but to follow its leadings. 1 amn, how-
ever, inwardly in fufpenfe; my heart revolts at
the idea of being here alone, oppofed by my
fuperiors, hated by my neighbours, and delpiied
by all the world. Without piety, without ta-
lents, without refolution, how fhall I repel the
affaults, and ‘furmount the obflacles which I
forefee, if I difcharge my duty at Madeley with
fidelity? On the other hand, to reje&t this
efentation, to burn this certificate, and to
eave .in the defert the fheep, whom the Lord
has evidently brought me into the world to
feed, appears to me nothing but obﬁinacy and
tefined felf lowe. I will hold a middle courfe
* Retween thefe extremes: 1 will be wholly palkve
in the fteps 1 muft take, and affive in praying
the Lord to deliver me from the evil one, and
to condu@ me in.the way he would have me

13 I ¥
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_If you fee any thing better, inform me of it
Ipeedily ; and, at the fune time, remember me
in all your prayers, that if this matter be not
of the Lord, the enmity of the Bifhop of Litch-
ficld, who muft counterfign my teftinonials, the
threats of the Chaplain of the Biihop of Here-
ford, who was a witnefs to my preaching at
Weft Street, the obje@ions drawn from my
not being naturalized, or fome -other‘obﬁaclc.
lnay prevent the kind intentions of Mr. Hill
Adiews I am &ce I. Fo

Madeley, March 10th, 1361,

Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley.
My dear Sir,

I Thank you for your ele-
5 gy on Dr. M The
It is pathetick and truly chriftian. As I read it,
1 could not refrain my tears;-—tears, fo much
the more {weet, as they ariginated in a fecret
hope, that I f{hould one day ftrip off the pol~
luted rags of my own righteoufnefs, and put on
the Lord Jefus ChriRR, like the Chriftian here
‘of your poeni¢
feel more and more, that I neither ahide in
Chrift, nor Chrift in me; neverthelefs, I do not
Jo feel it, as to feek him without remiffion. O
woretched man that 1 am, who fhall deliver me from
this heart of unbelief? Blefled be God, who has
promifed me this deliverance, threugh our Lord
Jetus Chrift! ) .
My new convert has with great difficulty,
efcaped the wiles of the Devil; who, by fifty
: ' vifions,
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vifions, had fet her on the pinnacle of the tem-
ple. Thanks be to God, the has come down,
without being caft headlong. I have had more
trouble with %)er vifions, than with her unbelief,
Two other perfons profefs, that they have re-
ceived the confolations of divine love: I wait
for their fruits.

A few days ago, I was violently tempted to
quit Madeley: the fpirit of Jonah {ad fo feized
upon my heart, that I had the infolence to mur-
mur againft the Lord; but the ftorm is now
happily calmed, at leaft for a feafon. Alas!
what ftubbornnefs is there in the will of man;
and with what firength does it combat the will
of God under the maft of piety, when it can no
longer do fo with the uncovered, fhamelefs face
of vice! If a man bridleth not his tongue, all his
outward religion is vain, May we not add to this -
obfervation of St. James, that if a man bridleth
aot his will, which is the language of his defires,
his inward religion is vain alfo? The Lord does
not, however, leave me altogether; and I have
often a fecret hape, that he will one day touch
wmy heart and my lips with a live coal from the
altar; and-that then his word fhall confume the
ftubble, and break to pieces the fiope.

The queftion, which you mean to repeat at
the end of the Winter, is, I hope, Whether you -
fhall be welcome at Madeley? My anfwer is,

ou {hall be welcome even before Winter; for
.{ have already loft almoft all my reputation, and

. ithe little that temains does not deferve a compe-

tition with the pleafure I fhall bave in feeing.
you. Farewell. Yous, L. F, ‘

Madtf
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Madeley, April 27th, 1761,

The Rev. Mr. Charles Weley.
: My dear Sir,

)| Have juft received your
letter, which at once
fills me with pleafure, and covers me with fhame.
You kindly caft a veil over my faults, inftead of
expoling them as they deferve. This generouys
conduét will, if I am not incorrigible, help to
cure me of, what ?’ou ftyle, my imprudent fimplict-
ty, but what I call by its proper title, of flupid
ingratitude: But what do I fay?—nothing can
cure me, but a lively faith in that Jefus; who is
made to us, of the Father, wifdom: O that he
were iy wildom!

When 1 firft came to Madeley, I was greatly
mortified and difcouraged by the fmallnefs of
my congregations; and I thought that if fome
of our friends at London had feen my little
company, they would have triumphed in their
own wifdom; but now, thank God, things are
~ altered in that refpe&, and iaft Sunday, I had

the pleafure of feeing fome in the church yard,:

who could not get into the church. I began a
few Sundays ago to preach in the afternoon after
catechizing the children; but 1 do not preach
my own fermons. Twice I read a fermon of
Arxchbithop Ulher’s, and laft Sunday one of the
“homilies, taking the liberty to make fome obfer-
wations en fauch paffages as confirmed what I
advanced in the morning; and by this means I
ftopped the moeuth of many adverfaries.

1 have frequently had a defire to exhort in
Madeley Wood and ‘Coalbrook Dale, two: vile

o lages

e

- el
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lages of my parifh; ‘but T have not dared to run
Yefore I faw an open door. It now, 1 think, be-

ins to open ; two {mall focieties of about 20 per-
ﬁms have formed of themfelves in thofe places,
although the Devil feemsdetermined to overturn
all, oung perfon, the daughter of one of my
tich parifhionets, has been thrown into defpair;
fothat every body thought her infane, and in-
deed, I thought fo too. Judge how our adverfa-
ries rejoiced; and for my part, I was tempted to
- forfake my miniftry, and take to my heels: I ne-
ver fuffered fuch affli®tion. Laft Saturday I hum=
bled myfelf before the Lord, on her account, b
fafting and prayer; and, I hope, that the Lor
has heard my “prayer. She found herfelf well
¢nough to comre to church yefterday. You will
do well to engage yout colliers at Kingfwood to
pray for their poor brethren at Madeley. Ma
thofe of Madeley, one day, equal them ir 'aifl
35 they now do in that wickednefs, for’ which they
Were tamous before you went among them.

Mr. Hill has written me a very obliging let-
ter, to éngage me to accompany the eldeft of my
pupils to Switzerland; and if I had any other
tountry than the place where I am, I fhould,

ethaps, have been tempted to go. At prefen?

owever, I have no temptation that way, and .
have declined the offer, as politely as ¥ch.
1 am &c’ I. F’ : !

: Madeley,
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Madeley, Aug. 1yth, 1761,

The Rev. Mr, Charles Wefley.
My dear Sir,

I Have at length received

our letter, for which

I thank you with all my heart. I fear you give

ourfelf up to melancholy, on account of your

. 11l ftate of health; or, at leaft, that you do not

rejoice with a joy full of glory, at the remem-

brance of that glory which Chrift has purchafed

for you.. I yet hope that we fhall both fee the

goodnefs of the Lord in the land of the living,

and that his providence will bring our bodies

nearer to each other, at the fame time that his
grace unites our {pirits in Chrift Jefus.

I dont know whether I mentioned to you a
fermon preached at the Archdeacon’s vifitation.
It was almoft all levelled at the points which
are called the dofirines of Methodifm, and as
the preacher is Minifter of a parifh near mine, it
is probable he had me in his eye. After the
fermon, another Clergyman addrefled me with
an air of triumph, and demanded what anfwer X
could make. As feveral of my parifhioners were
prefent, befides the churchwardens, I thought
it my duty to take the matter up; and.I have
done fo, by writing a long letter to the preach-
er, in which I have touched the principal mif< .
takes of his difcourfe, with as much politenefs
and freedom as I was able; but I have as yet had
no anfwer. I could have wilhed for your ad-
vice before I fealed my lctter; but as I could
not have it, I have been very cautious, intrench-
ing myfelf behind the ramparts of fcripture, as

. well
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well as thofe of our homilies and articles,
L know not what to fay to you of the ftate of
ny foul: I daily ftruggle in the flough of
defpond, and 1 endeavour every day to climb
the hill difficulty. I need wifdom, mildnefs
and courage; and no man has lefs of them
thin I, O Jefus, my Saviour, draw me ftrongly
to Him, who giveth wifdom to all who afk it,
ad upbraideth them not! As to the ftate of
my parith, the profpe& is yet difcouraging.
New fcaridals fucceed thofe that wear away; but
offences muft come : haPpy fhall I be, if the offence
wmeth not by me! My churchwardens fpeak
of hindering “ftrangers from coming to  the
church, and of repelling them from the Lord’s
table; but, on thefe points, I am determined to
make head againft them. A club of 8o work-
men in a neighbouring parifh, being offended
at their minifter, determined to come in pro-
ceflion to my church, and requefted me to preach
2 fermon for them; but I thought proper to de-
cline it, and have thereby a little regained the
ood graces of the-minifter, at leaft, for a time.
aewell, I, F. '

Madeley, O&. 12th, 1761,

The Rev. Mr. Charles Welley.
My dear Sir,

'YOU have always the

goodnefs to encourage

Be,and your encouragements are not unfeafon-
able; for difcouragements follow one after ano-
ther with very little intermiffion. Thofe which
' are



2]

are of an inward nature are fufficiently known
to you; but fome others are peculiar to myfelf,
¢ipecially, thofe I have had for eight days paft,
during Madeley wake. Sceing that I could not
fupprefs thefe gacchanals, I did all in my powes
to moderate their madnefs; but my endeavours
have had little or no effe&: the impotent dyke
I oppofed only made the torrent fwell and
foam, without ftopping its courfe. You cannot
well imagine how much the animofity of m
parifhioners is heightened, and with what bold}:
nefs it difcovens itfelf againft me, becaufe 1
E:eached againft drunkennefs, thews, and bull-

iting, he publicans and maltmen will not for-.
give me: they think, that to preach againft
drunkennefs, and to cut their purfe, is the fame
thing.

M%r chuzch begins not to be fo well filled as
it has been, and I account for it by the follow-
ing reafons. The curiofity of fome of my hear-
ers is fatisfied, and others are offended by the
word ; the roads are worle, and if it fhall eves
pleafe the Lord to pour his Spirit upon us, the
time is not yet come; for inftead of faying, Let us
go up together to the houfe of the Lord, they ex-
claim, Why fhould we go and hear a Met od?l?
I thould lofe ‘all patience with my flock, if I
had not more reafon to be fatisfied with them,
than with myfelf. My own barrennefs furnith-
es me with excufes for theirs; and 1 wait the
time, when God fhall give feed to the fower,
and increafe to the feed fown. In waiting that
time, I learn the meaning of this prayer, Thy
will be done! Believe me your fincere, tho’ un-.
worthy friend, I. F, N

Madeley,
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_— . ~ Madeley; May 16tls, 1768,

| The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. :

My dear Sir,

I Have received your

P letter giving me the,
melancholy information of your daughter Su-
key’s deatg. What fhall I fay te you on the
| fubje®&? You know too wel{the dangers of
' that world, from which the Lord has recalled
her, to repine at the premature felicity into
which fhe has entered. e are yet in the vale
of tears-and miferies, but Ged has wiped away
all tears from her eyes; let us then dry our eyes

* & well a3 we can, and haften to -follow hers

1 hope that fatigne and grief will not wholly

caft down Mrs, Wefley. Salute her from me,

and tell her, I would with all my feul bear a

part of her burden.. Why do I fay @ part?

The Lord Jefus is ready to take .uypon him the
w/zc‘?le. Let us go to him, bowed down under the
weight of our temporal and {piritual affli¢tions,
and we fhall find that reft, which he has pur-
chafed for us.at fo great a price. Let us not
forget to mingle our thank{givings- with ous
fighs, The one fhall be taken, ﬁi%li' the Lord, and
the other fholt be'left. Blefled be his holy name
his mercy ftill triumphs over his juftice !

Since my :laft, our troubles have increafed.
A young man having .put in force the a& for
fupprefling {wearing -againft a parifh officer, he
Yured. up all- the other half gentlemen, to re-
move him from the parifh. Here F interpofed,
and to do fo with effe@, I took the young man
into my fervice. By God’s grace, I have been

. K "~ enabled’
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efabled to condu® mylelf, in this matter, fo as
to give them no handle againft me, and, in
fpite of all their cabals, I have got the better.

What has greatly encouraged them, is the
behaviour of a magiftrate, who was at the firft
inclined to favour me, but afterwards turned
againft me with peculiar malevolence, and pro=
cceded fo far as to threaten me, and all my
flock of the rock church* with imprifonment.
Hitherto the Lord has ftood by me, and my
little difficulties are nothing to me; but I fear
I fupport them rather like a philofopher,. than a
Chriftian. We were to have been mobbed
with a drum laft Tuefday at the rock church;
but their captain, a papift, behaved himfelf fo
very ill, that they were afhamed of him, and are
made peaceable for the prefent. Afk of God to

ive me wifdom, refolutian, and love. The
Eord give you a profperous journey. Adieu.
Yam&c, L F.

Madeley, July, 1762+"
The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley.

YOUR letter, my dear
Sir, arrived fome days
too late, to prevent my taking a falfe flep re-
fpe@ing the papift in ‘queftion. Three weeks
ago, I went to Ludlow to_the Bifhop's vifitation,
and I thought the occafion favourable for my
' ) ‘ ' purpofe;

*The rock church were a company of well difpofed pf':qu,’
who affembled for hearing the word and prayer, at 2 houlg
built upon a rock, ia Madeley Wood,
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fe ; but the churchwardens, when we were
upon the fpot, refufed to fupport me, and the
court has paid no regard to my prefentation.
Thus 1 have gained fome experience, tho’ at my
own coft. The fermon did not touch the fring
with which 1 was whipped the laft vifitation, and
1 afterwards had the boldnefs to go and dine
with the Bifhop. o

Many of my parifhioners are ftrangely dif-
concerted at my bringing my gown back from
Ludlow. = With refpe& to the magiftrate I men-
tioned, who, becaufe he alted as judge of the
circuit two years ago, believes himfelf as able a

lawyer as judge Fofter; he, for the prefent, con-
tents him&lf with threatenings. I met him the
other day, and after he had called me Jefuit &c;
and menaced me with his cane, affured e a-
inn, that he would foen put down our affem~
ies. How ridiculous is this impotent rage!

I have attempted to form a fociety, and in
{pite of much oppofition and many !iﬁculties,
I hope by God’s grace to fucceed. 1 preach, I
exhort, 1 pray &c, but as yet I feem to have caft
the net on the wrong fide of the fhip. Leid
Jefus come thylelf, and furnith me with a divine
commiflion! For fome months paft, I have la~
boured under an infuperable drowfinefs: I
could fleep day and night; and the hours which
I ought to employ with Chrift on the mountain,
I {pend like Peter in the garden. o

fecongratulate you en your fafe arrival in

London. May the Lord firengthen you in foul
and  body; may he fill you with wifdom _and
tience! Certainly, you need much of both,
40 pull up the tares without rooting up the
K a wheate
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wheat. T approve your defign of examining 'the
ftate-of things for yourfelf, before you ‘engage
in the’ bufinefs. May the Lord blefs the pro-
dulions of * your body and thofe of your mind =
May your little family and your books appear
in the world, under the moft diftinguithed pro-
te@ion of the Moft High! Adieu. Pray for
wme. Iam &, I. F. . :

-

Madeley, Aug. 1762.

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley.
,T o My deary Sir,

1 Have received your laf,
© o . and .1 rejoice that Dr.
Turner, by whofe {kill the Lord ence brought
me up from the grave, has undertaken .your
cure. . May he have the fame fuccefs with you;
that he had with me; but, be that as it will, our
comfort is to know, that God will do all for the

't have fiill trials of all forts. Firt, fpiritual

enes. My heart is hard: I have not that con-
trition, that filial fear, that fweet, humble melt-
ing of heart before the Lord, which I confider
as eilential to fpiritual Chriianity.

it Se¢ondly, the oppofition made to my miniftry
inereales.. A young..Clergyman, who lives in
Madeley Wood, where he has great influence,
bas -openily declared war againft me, by pafting
on the church door a paper, in which he charges
me with rebellion, [chiim, and being a difturber
of the publick peace. He puts himfelf at the
head of the gentlemen of the parifh, (as they
D - . term
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serm them(elves) and fupported by the Recorder
of Wenlock, he is determined to Xut in force
the Conventicle A& againft me. few ‘weeks
igo, the widow who lives in the rock church,
and a young anan, who sead and prayed in my
abfence, were taken up, I attended them be-
fore the juftice, and the %oung clergyman with
his troop were prefent. They called me Jefuit
k¢, and the juftice tried to frighten e, by
faying, ¢¢ that he would uI;ut the a&t in force,
tho’ we fhould aflemble only in my own houfe.”
1 pleaded my caufe as well as I could, but fee-
ing he was determined to hear no zeafon, 1 told
him, “-he muft do as the pleafed, and .that ¥
fhe AR in gqueftion concerned us, we were
zeady to fuffer all its rigours.” In his rage,
he went the next day to Wenlock, and pro-
poled to grant a warrant to have me appre-
- hended; but, as the other juﬂ;iccs were .of qpi~
nion, that the bufinefs did nat .come ander
their cognizance, but belonged to the Spiritual
Court, he was obliged to {fwallow his fpittie a-
lone. Mr. Madan, whom I.have confulted, tells
dne, the A& may be enforced againft the mif-
Irefs of the houfe, the young man, and all whe
were prefent. The churchwardens talk of put-.
ting me in the Spiritual Court, far meeting im
houfes &c. But what is worft of .all, three falfe
witneffes offer to prove upon oath, thatIam a
liar; and fome of my follaoers (as they are calle
td) have difhonoured thcir profeffion, to the
gt joy of our adverfaries. ,.
In the midft of thefe dificulties, I have reafom
éﬂb]efs the Lord that.my heart isynot .t.:go‘ugdz
orget.me not in your erse Your, I, B -
T f? - Madeley,
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Madeley, Sep. 4th, 1762,

M. ,Vauéban. ,
. Dear S§ir,

1 Am very glad to hear your de-
light is ftill in the ways of the
Lord, and, I truft, you will never ftop till you
find them all pleafantnefs to you. Fight the
good fight of faith; break through all tempta-
tions, dejetions, wandering, worldly thoughts ;
through all unprofitable companions, and the
backwardnefs of an unbelieving heart, and car-
nal mind : firuggle, I fiy, until you touch Jefus,
and feel healing, comforting virtue, proceeding
from him; and when you know clearly the
avay-to him, repeat the touch, till you find he
dives in you, By the powerful operation of his
Joving Spirit. Then you will fay, ‘with St
Paul, I live the life of God, yet not I, but
‘Chrift who liveth in me.’ ‘
I rejoice that you enquire, where Chrift ma-
+keth his flock to reft at noon. The reft from
the guilt, and powerof fin, you will find -enly
in inw@ard holinefs: and this I apprehend to confift
in, what St. Paul calls, The kingdom of God—
rizhteonfnefs; which excludes all guilt; peace,
which baniihes all ‘fear that hath torment; and
joy, - which can ‘no more fubfift with doubts,
anxiety, and unftablenefs' of mind, than light
can- fbfift- with dirknefs,  That there is a ftate,
wherein this kingdom is fet up, frmly ft up in
the heart, you may fee from our Lord’s fermon
on the'mount, by his prieftly prayer in 'St,
John, by the Epiftle of that Ai)oﬁle, and various
- parts of the Epiftles of St. Pau And‘St.'-james‘.T
"' el o -t 0
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- To aim aright at #his liberty of the children of
God, requires a continual aéting of faith—of a
wied faith in a naked promife, fuch as, Fhe Son
of God.- was manifefed TO DESTROY the works of the
Devil—Fhe law of the Spirit of life, in Chrif Fefus, .
hath made me ¥REE from the law of fin ard death—
Ican do ALy things, through Chrift, who flrengthencth
w. By a naked faith in a naked promife, I do
not mean a bare gﬂ'ent, that God is faithful, and
that fuch a promife is in the book of God may be
{ulfilled in me; but a bold, hearty, fleady venturing
of my foul, body, and {pirit, upon the truth of
the promife, with. an appropriating a&. It is
mine, becaude I am a finer; and 1 am determined
to believe, come what will, Here you muft
{hut the eye ofi carnal reafon, and ftop the ear of
the mind to the reafonings of the Serpent;
which, were you to reafon with him, would be
endlefs, and would foon driw you out of the
fimple way- of that faith, by: which we are both
juitified and fanétified. .

. You muft alfo. remember, that it is your pri-
vilege to go to Chrift, by fuch a faith now, and

' every fucceeding moment ; and that you are to

|

bring nothing, but a carelefs, diftraéted, toffed, -
hardened heart—juft fuch a one, as you have' nows
Here lies t_.he'glrxx!l miftake of many poor mife-
table, but preciou$ fouls; they ate afraid to be-
lieve, left it fhould be prefumpfion, becaufe they
have not as yet: comfort, joy, love, &c; net cone
fdering, that this is to look for fruit, before the
tee is .planted. - Beware, then, of looking for
3y grace, previous to your:believing; and let
& be uppermoft in your mind.
"The Liord mrake*you wife as a ferpent, and
PR harmlefs
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harmlefs as the loving dove ; but ‘bewase of the
ferpent’s food, duft, and the dove’s bane, bird-
limc—worldly-cares. O, my friend, what is the
world ?—A flying fhadow. As we fly through
it, let us lofe ourfelves in the Eternal Subflance.
Farewell in the Lord. Youss, 1. F.

Madeley, Sep. zoth, 176e.

Thé Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley.
‘ My dear Sir,

lT is well for me, I have

not an implicit faith in

your half promifes of coming to fee me. I am

forry that my delay has furnifhed you with an

spology ; but comfort myfelf ftill with the idea,

that you will not wholly deprive me of the plea-

fure of embracing you; and that your vifit is
only poftponed for a little feafon.

« The Crede quod habes et habes” is not.
*.vhqry different f;c;;‘n tho;':;’l words of giardt, hWhat
shings. foever e, e pray, eiteve taat ye
réczﬁzeftlzem, y;n‘d ye fhall haze {";em.s The hun{o
ble reafon of the believer, and the irration-
al prefumption of the enthufiaft, draw this doce
trine to the right hand or the left. But te
{plit the hair,—here lies the difficulty. I have
told you that J am no party man: 1 am neither
for nor againft the witnefs for Chriftian Per-
fe&ion, without examination. 1 complain of thofe
who deceive themfelves; I honour thofe who-
do honour to their profeflion; and I with we
could find ont the right way of recon;:iliﬁcg

*Bclicve.that you have it,and you baveit.
$Matk xis 240



.
v

[ 521 ]

! B . o 4 .
the moft profound humility with the moft hvg]f
bopes of grace. 1 think you infift on the one,
wd M—— on the other; and I 'beligve Yoy
both fincere in your views." God blefs you
both, and, if either of you goes too far, may the
Lord bring him back. - T
. Truly, yoy are a pleafant .cafuift,, What!
“ It hath pleafed thee to regenerate this infang
* with thy Holy Spirit, to receive him, for thing
“own child by adoption, and to incer atg
“him into thy holy church”~Does all this
fignify nothing more, than being taken into the
wleehretz 0 TS T
ow came you to think of my, going to leave
Madeley? I )I,uve, indeed, had myléiscr}xpm as
bout the above paffage and fome in'the buria}
fervice; but you may difmifs your fears, and bg
afficed I will neither marry, nor leave my
ghurch, . without advifing with you. . Adieu,
Yaur affe@ionate brother, I. F. - . ‘

FEDEEE PN [,"‘,L,», '..l
o ‘Madeley, Nov. t, ?762'3
ToMifs Hatton.. ..~ '~ ° i
. Madam,
o ] Thenk you for the confidence
‘ t 9 % yoti- repole’ in ‘the Wvicé of a
poor- fellow finner: “Muy the Father of lights
dire@® you through fo vile an inftfument!” I{
Ru build all your hopes of heaved upon Jefu
rift in all his offices, you do not build without a
foundation, but upon ‘the ¢rue one.
" That there is 2 feal of pardon,’ and an' earmef?
our inheritance above, which you are as yet a
Sl -t uor *ftranger

-
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firanger to, feems clear from the tenour of your
etter ; but had I been in the place of the Gen-
tleman you mention, I would have endeavouired

to lay it before you, as the fruit of faith, and a
moft glorious privilege, rather than ‘as the reot of

fa?tlz, and 2 thing abjolutely neceffary to the being
of it. .
I believe man le know, when they re-
ceive faith, andyab people, when they re)éeivé
the feal of their pardon: when they believe in
Chrift, they are juftified in the fight of God; ‘ad
when they are Jealed &lhe Spirit, they are fully
affured of that juftification in their own con-
fcience. Some receive faith, and the feal of
their pardon in the fame inftant, as the jailer,
&c; ‘but moft receive faith firft, as the dying
thief, the woman of Canaan, David, the people
of Samaria,* "and the faithful at Ephefus.
Suppofe then God gave you faith, i, e. a hear-
t{ thuft in the blood of Chrift, and a fincere
clofing with him, 3@s your righteoufnefs and your
all, while you received the facrament, (which
feems ¢ me very probable, by the account
ou give me) your way is exceeding plain
ore you. Hold faft your confidence, but do
not traft, nor reft in it; truft in Chrift, and re-
member he fays, 1 am the way; not for you to
ftop, but to run on in him, Rejoice to hear,
that there is a full affurance of faith to be obe
tained by the feal of God’s Spirit, and go on
from faith to faith, until you are poffefled of it.
But remember this, and let this double advice
prevent your flraying to the right or left—
E’ir&, that you will have reafon to fufpe& the
| L Jwmeerity

*Aly viil, 18,16, #Eph. i, 13,

-

.
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.- troubles of foul, I have con
of the {piritual life; but divine mercy did not,
- does not, fuffer me to reft upon the word of a

i)
cerity of your zeal, if you lie down ealy with<

‘f:xt the feal of your pardon, and the full affirance

of your faith. Secondly, while you wait for

that feal in all the means of grace, beware of

being unthankful for the leaft degree of faith
and confidence in Jefus; beware of burying one
talent, becaufe you have not five; beware of
defpifing the grain of multard feed, becaufe it is
not yet a tree. :

ay the Lord teach you the middle path, be-
tween refting fhort of the happinefs of making
your calling and election fure, and iixppqﬁné you are
neither called nor chofen, and that God hath
not yet truly lzslgun the good work. You can
never be fo0 bold in believing, provided you
afFire Aill after new degrees of faith, and do not
ule yourfaith @ a cloat for fin. The Lord de-
fpifes not the day of fmall things; only beware
of refting in finall things, and look for the feal
and abifing witnels of God’s Spirit, according

~ to the following dire&ion,

# Reftlefs, refigned, for this T wait,
For this my vehement foul ftands ftill."”

As to deep fights of the evil of fin, the more
ou go on, the more you will fee Chrift exceed-,
ing lovely, and fin exgeeding finful; therefore’
look up to Jefus, as a vile and helplefs finner,
pleading his promifes: this is going on, and

truft him for the reft. ' .
. With relpe& to mylelf, in ma'n! confli&ts and
fulted many mafters

_ fellow
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fe)low creature, The beft adwvices- have often

increafed my perplexities; and the end was, to°

make me ceale from human dependance, and
wait upon God from the duft of felf defpair.
To him, therefore, I defire to point you and
myfelf, in the perfon. of Jefus Chrift. This in=
carnate God receives weary, perplexed finners
ftill, and gives them {folid reft. He teaches, as
no man ever taught; his words have Spirit and
life; nor can -he poffibly miftake our cafe.
I am, Madam, your fellow fervant in the pati«
ence and kingdom of Jefus, I, F. .

Madeley, Nov, 22d, 1762.'

The Rev. Mr, Charles Wefley.
..My dear Sir,

‘THE debates about the
: . illegality "of exhort-
ing in houfes (although only in my own parith}
grew fome time .ago to fucha height, that I was
obliged to Iay my reafons Before the Bifhop;
but his Lord{hip very prudently fends-me no
anfwer. .I think he knows not how to difap;
prove, and yet' dares not approve this me-
thodiftical way of procedure. = -

Brother Ley arrived fafe here yefterday, and
~ confirms the melancholy néws of many of our
brethrerr overfhooting: fober and fteady Chrifti
anity in London. I feel z great deal for you
and the Church in’ thefe critical tircuinftances.

O that' L could ftand iri" the gap! ‘O that I'

could, by facrificing myfelf, {but this immenfe’
. abyfs of -enthufidfiny - which- opens its mouth a~'
mong us! ) The

e
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The gorruption of the beft things is always
‘the worlt of corruptions. Going into an ex
greme of this nature, or only winking at it, will

ive an eternal fan&ion to the vile afperfions
caft, on all fides, on the pureft doétrines of
<Chriftiahity: and we fhall fadly overthrow—
‘overthrow, in the worfl manner, what we have en-
deavoured to build for many years.

The nearer the parts that mortify are to the
heart, the more fpeedily is an amputation to be
xefolved upon. You will fay, perhaps, * But
what if the heart ‘itfelf is attacked?” Then, let
the heart be plucked out as well as the right eye.
‘Was not Abraham’s heart bound up in the life
of-Ifaac? Yet Le believed, that if he offered
Jhim up, God was able to reftore him, even from
‘the dead: and was not God better to him than

his hopes? L

I have a particular regard for M and
B——; both of them are my correfpondents:
Iam ftrongly prejudiced in favour of the wit-
nefles, and do not willingly receive what is faid
againft them; but 2llowing that what is reported
is onel{lalf mere exaggeration, the tenth part of
the reft {hews that fpiritual pride, prefumption,
arrogance, ftubbornnefs, party fpirit, uncharita-
blenefs, prophetick miftakes—in {hort, that every
Jinew of ‘enthufiafm is now at work in many of
that body. I do not credit any one’s bare
word, but I ground my fentiments on B—’s own
letters, ' ,' B
. -May I prefume unafked to lay before you my
-mite of obfervation. If I had it in my power to
overlook the matter, as you have, would it be
wrong in me calmly to fit down with fome un-
- : L prejudiced
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prejudiced friends, and lovers of both parties,
and fix with them the marks and fymptoms of
enthufiaflm; then infift, at firft, in love, and
afterwards, if neceffary, with all the weight of
my authority, upon thofe who have them, or plead
for them, either to ftand to the fober rule of
Chriftianity, or openly to depart from us?

Fear not, dear Sir; the Lord will take care
of the ark; and though hundreds of Uzziahs
thould fall off, moft of them would return with
Noah's dove. Have faith in the word, and
leave the reft to Providence. The Lord will pro-
vide, is a comfortable motto for a believer. I
am, with moft hearty prayers that God would
fill you more than ever, with wifdon, fteadi-
nefs, meeknefs, and fortitude, Rev.- and dear
Sir &c. I. F. ' .

Madeley, Jan. 5th, 1763«

‘The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley.
My dear Sir,

1 Congratulate you on
the ftrength the Lord
gave you laft year, and I beleech him to fupply
the lamp of your days with new oil, during the
courfe of that upon which we are now enteringe
Above all, may he fill the veflel of your heart
with the oil of gladnefs, and prepare you for all
events which time may bring forth, May he
enable you to carry the light of his glorious
gofpel into the hearts of thoufands by your
writings and fermons, and wifdom and grace
into mine by your letters and converfation. M

: y

* A
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» . My foul dees-not experience a new life in
this renovation of the year: O may the AL
mighty enable me to “conclude -it"in~a’ better
fpirit than I have begun it! What I want is
the light. -and might ,,fawqr of the Spirit of m‘y
God. Happy {ho‘ul%i be, if, in the midft of all
my prefling wants, I had the power and the will

“conflantly to caft my burdens at the feet ot the

Lord. . As to my parifh, we are juft where we
were: we look for our Pemntecoft, but we do not
sray"fuiﬁcientil' to' obtain it. We are left in
tolerable quiet by ‘all but the Sergeant, who fent
a conftable fo make enquiry concernihg the life
of his Majefty’s fubjeéts, upon information that
the cry of murder hud been heard in my houfe

_on chriftmas day. This report originated in the

¢ries of 2 young woman, who is of buf fociety,’
and whom Satan has bound for fome months.

" It feems to me, as if that old murderer propo-
fed to ruin'the fuccefs of my miniftry at Made-
léy, as he'did at London, in"theé French church,
by means of Mifs A——d. She emaciates
her body' by faftings, falls into convulfons;
fortietimeés in  the church and fometimes in- our
private,affemblies, and is perpetually tempted te
fuicide: Her conftitution is confiderably weak- -
ened as well as her underftanding. What to do
in this cale, I dont know; for thofe, who are
tempted in this manner, pay as little regard
to reafon, as the miferdble people in ‘Bedlam. -
Prayer and fafting  are our only refources: we

,550150& to reprelent her cafe to the: Lord on

uefday next, and on all the following Tuef-

.days; aid the weaknefs of our prayers, with all
.~Xbe. power of yours, LAdieu. That the Lord
N o EREENE N AT SRR

Seeeasn may

il
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. foay ftrengthen you and yours in body and foul
is the carneft prayer of your I F. '

Madeley, Jan. 28th, 1763,

Mifs Hatton,

Dear Madam, ,

! Share in the joy, which’ yout
_— - * deliverance fromyour late trial$
ﬁves to thofe who ihared in. your perplexitys
eavinels may endure for a night, but gladnefs
cometh in the morning; and when it cowes
afier a long, uneafy night, it is doubly welcome,
and deferves a double tributé of ‘praifes. O bé
be not wantidg.in that f{weet duty!—I mean
praifing, from a feple of thedivine goodnéfs,
lave, ,aug patience towards:us. Remember fhat
you are brought from darknefs' to light, to fhew
forth the praties of Him, who calleth youj
and that your feet are fet at liberty for you to
run, with patience, the race of prayer and Xraife',
felt-denial and obedience, which' the. Lord hath
fet belore you, .
. Would' you go on comfortably and fteadily
for the time to come, beg of the Lord, to
ive you grace to follow the following advicé,
?1.) Live above earthly and creature comforts..
(3.) Beware of Hatnefs'and Ilukewarmnefs: this,
if not carried immediately to the liord, €énds
often in darknefs and deadnefs.—(3.) Value di=
vine comforts above all things, and prize Chrift above
all comforts, that if they fhould fail, you may fill
glory in the God of your fulvation. (4.) Eet
that, which torments others, maké your ha{?‘pf‘-
' nefs—

LS

_;A
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nefs—I mean felf denial, and renouncing your
own will.  (5.) Be ready to yield, with joy, to
every conviétion of the Spitit of God. (0.) Fe
fiithful to prefent grace, and afpire after a conti-
nal growth. (7.) Live the prefent moment to
God, and avoid perplexing yourfelf- about your
gqlt or future experience: gy gfvinﬁ up your-
elf to Chrift, as you are, and being willing to re-
ceive him now, as he is, leaving alt the reft to
him, you will cut up 2 thoufand temptations by
the roots. Iamj&e. L Fo =7 -

. Madeley, March 14th, 1763.
Mi§ Hatton, . Cove e
Dear Madam, o

: I Am very- glad -you perfift in ta~

- .+ king'up your crofs, and follow-

ing the Captain of our falvation, - You muft ex~
pe&t many a difficulty: fome of your greateft
trials may come from your deareft friends. with~
out, and your neareft part within. 1 always
found it profitable to expe the worft, for a
temptation fore{een is-half -overcome. Let us
count the coft daily, and :learn to value all outs
W;ll’d things as dung and drofs, that we may win
rift, ) S
‘My heart is at prefent full of an advice, which

1 have juft given, with fome fuccefs, to the
,Ifraelites in the wildernefs, about this plage:—
~%8pend, in feeling after Chrift, by the prayer
: “%of fuch fuith as you have, whether it be dark or
. *lminous, the time you have hitherto fperit
. *in defponding thoughts, in perplexing confi-
kﬁ_\. i 3 % derations

L
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¢ derations upon the badnefs, or uncertainty of
‘ your ftate, and come now to the Lord Jefus
“.with your prefent. wants, daring to believe
“ that he waits to be gracious to you.” " Chrift
is the way, the hxg?way to the Father, and an
high way is as free for a fickly beggar as a glori-
ous pringe. If it is fuggelted, * you are tog
“ preﬁjwtupus to . intrude without ceremony
* upon Him, that is glorious in holinefs, and
“ fearful ih praifes;"—anfwer, . in looking up
to Jefus, ' T

. * Be it I myfelf deceive,
+ ' Yet # muft, I muft believe

Mr. M—d—'s reply to Mr. Wefley's anfwer
feems to me juft in fome points; and in otkers too
fevere.” M. -Wellef- isy- perhaps, too tenacious
of fome expreflions, aud too prone to credit what
he withes concerning fome miltaken, witmeffes- of
the ftate of fathers in Chrit. Mr, M——, per-

haps, efteenss too little the ineftimable privilege

of being perfeéted- in that love, which cafts out
fear: But, in general, I conceive, if 1 do not
prefume of . mylelf in anfwering your queftion,
that it would be batter foy- babes, or young.men,
in Chrift, tocry for 3 growth in grace, than to
difpute whether fathers in Chrift enjoy fuch or
fach privileges. 1 ain, 'with fincexity &, I. F,

..o

G o7 E * Madeiey,
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i1l T ot Madelty, April 22d, 1763,

M. Samuel Hatton,
+ . - DearSir,

| Am glad to find by your wel-
*. .4 come letter, that Jelus is ftill

precious to you. O may he be fo an hundred
fold more both to me and you! May we live
énly to {hew forth his praife, and grow up intd
him in all things! .~ : Lt
~ Asfor e, 1 have reafdn to praife God, that
ke gives me patience, to throw in my weak line,
till he gives the word and enables me to ¢aft the
net on the right fide, and enclofe a mhltitude of
fmners. The hope of this bears me up above
thie toils of anight of ignorance, perplexity, and
trials f every fort. I find, bleffed be God, that
31 things ‘work ‘together for my good, whethes
#t be fikcels or want of fuecefs, joy or grief,
fickne{s or eafe, bad or good report: all encou=
rages or humbles me.
- Witly refpe& to Mifs Hattons, I hope they
will call no min~upon éarth mafler, and that
fhzy will ‘fteer clear of the rocks of prejudice
3nd’‘bigotry, againft which fo many profeflors
fplit daily, ‘even when they think they are at.
the greateft diftance from them. =

I'am quite of yeur opinion about the mifchief
that fone ‘profelfors p‘égéd lp in their own
fle(hy minds,) do in ¢ urch 'of ‘Chrift unde¢
the malk of fan&ity; but my Mafter bids me
bear with the tares until the harveft, left in
rooting them up, I {hould promifcuoufly pull
u;; the ywheat alfo. As to Mr. Wefley’s {yftem
ol perfetion, it tends rather to progote humi-

PEAD S Kl - DR e . llty
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lity thap pride, if I may credit his defcription of
it, in the linesfollowing.

 Now let me gain perfe&ion’s height,
~Now let me into notamng fall,

Be lefr than nothing im my ﬁght,

And feel that Chrift is ‘alf in all.”

More than this I do not defire, and 1 hope that,
fhort of this, nothing will fatisfy either, my dear
friend or me. ' T

.. With refpect to * one.Mr. B——n, having
been To bold as to affert. in your room, that our
{alvation was conditional,” he may be orthodox
-enough, in my poor judgment, although he faid
fo. Indeed the meritorious part of our {alvation is
unconditional on gur ftde,, and if Mr, B——n talks
of meritorious conditions, he is a ftranger to the
gofpel: Bat, that the application of this falvation
1s conditional, I gather from every doétrinal

chapter in the bible, efpecially from* -
Have you drank in the doé&rine of particular
redemption, coatrary to the thoughts of your
eftecemned friend, Count Z———f? But be that
as it will, let us ftill make the beft of our way to
the dear Saviour, -and drop all our particular
opinions in his univerfal, unbounded lave ; and
whereinfoever any of us is wrong the Lord will
geveal it unto us. Pray for my flock ; and: pray
for, Dear Sir, your fincere friend, and affeétions
ate brother in'Chyift, L F. . :
o PN T . : oot
. . R %.

o - .. Madeley,
;‘ ‘ © *Luke xiil. 3. and Maik avi, 16. o
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~ Madeley, July 26th, 1763,

“The Rev. Mr, Charles Wefley. - s
My dear Sir,

- E s : I Have for two months

- waited impatiently for
fome news of you—but in vain. Are you a-
live—paralytick—gouty—flothful—or too buiiy
to wrijte a line to your friends at Madeley 2 If
you have not leilure to write a line, write a
word—I am well, or I am ill: God grant it may
be the. former! :

Every thing is pretty quiet here now. Many
of our offences die away; tho’ not long ago,
had trials in, abundsnce, put bleffed be the Eord,
ke gave me his peace. It.is not, however, with-
Qut. fighting: that, I keep it. One .of my lat
triuls mifbt, have had confequences to make me

it Madeley, and, I praife God, I am ready ta
3:: it without looking behind me, even this day.
‘The young perfon, 1 mentioned as being forely
tempted of the Devil, is happily delivered; and.
we haye had the teftimonies of Mr.. Mould who

eached here three weeks, ago, and of Mr.

———, who {pent four days herg, and preached
laft Sunday. He is an excellent young man,
nd qnlthanigs a lig}i\i;f a}e Methodift zeal to
temper the referve T. . S

hen will you come to I\'fadeléy?' What do

Zou do at London? Have gfou repaired the

reach, and healed the plague? May the Lord

give you all the wifdom, the patience, the zeal,

the gentlenefs, and the health you ftand in need
of! “Afk them for your poor brother, I. F.

"‘I: R Madeley,
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Madeley, 3rd Aug. 1763,

Mifs Hatton, - - .-, . ..,
Madam,: )

I Am  héartily glad to find by the

* contents of your letter, that your
heart is more fet upon obtaining” the one’ thing
needful, Chrift in us, with all his -grices; the hope
of glory. 1 beg, in my Mafter’s name, you
would cherith the conviétion of the necd of this
prize of your high calling, and purfue it in the
new and living way in which the father’s trody
that of the crofs, and that of faith.  We travel in
the firft, by continually denying felf, in the
deflire of the fleth, the defire of the eye, and thé
pride of life; and we advance in the fecond, byt
aiming at Chrift, claming Chrift, embracing Chrift;
delighting ahd rejoicing in Chrift received in thef
heart, &rough the channel of the gofpel pro-
mifes. To be able to go on in the way of  the
crofs and that of faith, you ftand in need, Ma-
dam, of much recolledtion, and fteady watchful<
nels over the workings of youf ewn heart, and
diligent atténtion to the -whifpers of divine
grace. That the Lord would powerfully enable
us to run on with faith and patience, till wé in-
herit the promifes, is the prayer of, Madam,
your fervant in Chrift, I. F. , ‘

Y

' Madeley,
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Madeley, Aug. 19th, 1763,

Mifs Hatton.
. Madam, . .

MRS. Hatton gave me this morn-

~ ing your {erious letter. You

wifely obferve therein the continual need pro-

fefling Chriftians have to guard againft religious

“chit chat, and conclude by requefting a few lines,

when I {hould have an opportunity of writing;

but, as there is. nothing in your letter which

requires an anfwer, 1 was thinking, whether I

could anfwér it without. being guilty of religi-

ous chit chat; for as there is {uch a thing in

{peaking, no doubt in writing alfo. 1 believe

1 {hould have facrificed to conicience what the

world calls good manners, had I not juft after

accidentally opened Lopez’s Life upon the fol-

lowing paflage, which 1 {hall tranicribe, hoping

.it will be blefled both to the reader and copier.

¢ He was as {paring of words in writing, as in

¢ {peaking. He never wrote firft to any one,

¢ nor did he an{wer others, but when neceflity

¢ or charity obliged him to it; and then fo pre-

- ¢ cifely, and in fo few words, that nothing

i ¢ could be retrenched. I have feveral of his

¢ Jetters in my hands of five or fix lines each.

¢ In anfwer to thofe he had received from the
. ¢ Viceroy of Mexico, he fent him one contain-
- % ing only thefe words—I will do what you
¢ command me: And.although this manner of
- * writing might feem difre/peétful to perfons of
“ fo high quality, yet it gave no oftence from
4 one, who was fo far from all compliments,
' ‘% and who never fpoke-any thing fuperfluous.”
l RS ) Now,
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Now, Madam, for fear of writine any thin
fuperfluous, I fhall conclude by vgviihiryx,g bot§
you and I may follow Lopez, as he followe

Chrift; and fubfcribing myfeif, Madam, the
eady fervant of you aad yougs;in the gofpel,

L] o

Madeley, ~—— ——e

Mifs Hatton. -
My dear Friend in the Lord,

I Thought laft Sunday that you

were not far from the kingdom

of God : had your wifdom ftooped a little more
to the foolifkne[s of the crofs, you would have been
the little child to whom God reveals what he
Juftly hides from the wile and prudent. I longed
to have followed you, and given you no reft
till you had drunk the -cup of blefling, which
your Lord hath mixed for you with his bitter
tears, and moft precious bloed. And how glad
was [ to find laft night, that you had no awer-
fion to lefus and ‘his love, ner’ to the fimple,
foolith way of entertaining him in your heart, as
ou can by mere faith. ‘How often fince has my
'Kean danced for joy, in hope that the time 'is
come, that the Lord will fully open your heart,
Tike that of Lydia, to attend, without cavilling,
or objefting, to his ftill, fmall voice— 1 am
¢ thine, and ‘thou art mine. ~Feur not, for 1
4 have reedemed thee, thou worm Jacob. 1
“ have graven thy name,  (i. e. {inner) upon the
“¢ palms of my hands. 'I thall fee in thee the

¢ travel of my’'[ul, and“thall be fatistied. - Let.

(1] me

N

|
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¢ me not upbraid thee longer for wilful un-
% belief and hardnefs of heart; but believe
% upon the teftimony of my word and fervants,
“ that I am rifen for thy juftification. Say not,
“ I muft alcend intolheaven, or defcend into

% the deep—I muft feel firft fuch a height of jo
“ or deptg_o_f forrow ; '1’176/ : believe ﬁ?nply ti’ua)t’
¢ the word is nigh thee, in thy mouth and in
‘ thy heart, namely the word of faith preached
. % unto thee. 1 am the Lamb of God; I have
- carried away thy fins, and I do not condemn
“¢ thee, tho’ thou condemneft thyfelf. Iam he
~ “ that, for mine own fake, blotteth out thy fins
¢ as a cloud, and thy iniquities as a thick cloud ;
"4 becaufe I will have mercy on whom 1 will
¢ have merCﬁ, namely on him, who will be faved
¢ in my way, by that faith which flumbles the Jew,
¢ and is foolifknefs to the Greek, but which will
“¢ prove to thee both the wifdom and power of
$¢ God. Fear not, then, O thou of little fiith;
¢ wherefore {houldeft thou doubt any longer?
¢ Do I defpife the day of fmall ‘things? %o I
‘¢ break the bruifed reed, or quench the fimok-
“ ing flax? Am not I the good Shepherd, who
¢ carrieth the lambs in his bofom? Does a
¢ mother forfake her fucking child, becaufle it
- % is weak, fickly, unable to walk, or even to
“ ftand? Yea, though a mother fhould fo for-
¢ {ake her child, yet will I never leave thee nor
¢ forfake thee. Only lean on thy beloved, and
¢ I will bring thee up out of the wildernefs.
@ Abandon thyfelf wholly to my care, and I,
¢ the Keeper of Ifrael, will care for thee; and
¢ thy bufinefs fhall be henceforth to repofe on
“ my bofom, and walh thee in my bleﬁding
’ : :  heart;
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“ heart; and my bufinefs fhall be to carry thee
*¢ fafe through, or above all thy enemies. Only
¢ remeinber, thy bufinefs is to believe and love ;

“ and truft me for a faithful difcharge qf

¢ mine—to fave thee with a high hand.”

Thus, my friend, will your dear Saviour fpeak
to your heart, if you do not drown his voice by
the objeétions of your falfe wifdlom. O down
with it; it is the fruit of the tree of death.
Away to the tree of life; take freely, eat and

live.” I know you are willing through grace;

and Chrift, who hath made you willing, is tern
thoufand times more willing than zou:‘ how,
then, can he caft you out? What hinders but
that you fhould, as a fpiritual Rebekah, fay, Now
and ever, I will have that Man? You go upon a
fure bottom, you need not fear being flighted ;
for in the letter he hath wrote you from heaven,
to invite you to the marriage, he fays, 1 have
betrothed thee to me with everlaftimg, yea with bleed-
ing kindnefls. Indeed, indeed he fends me to you,
to affure you he is the fame yefterday, to day,
and for ever; and were you the fifter of Mag-
~dalen in outward wickednefs, he fends you
~ word, that you may kifs his feet, and rejoice
that much is forgiven you, even tho’ you ihould
not have one tear to walh them with—his blood,
his precious blood hath wafhed his fe§t, and does
waih your heart, and will wath it whlte_ as fpow.
O let'it be your bufinels to confider it with a

believing thought: that is the way to apply it -

fo your heart. . .

I would have called on you this 1119rnm_gI
~ had not iy intended journey prevented it: til
. I have an opportunity of calling, I beg, as u;tmo;

. ——
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my knees, you would make ufe of the follow-
ing dire&ions, which I think as truly applicable
to your ftate, as they are truly evangelical.
~(1.) Itis better perifhing !’o;r believing wrong,
‘than for not believing at all: venture then,
with Efther, If I peryk, I perifh. 1 had rather
perifh in trying to touch the fceptre of grace,
‘than in indolently waiting till the King touches
me with it. -

(2.) Chrift often reveals himfelf as a ltale, a
Jfeeble mfant, crying for milk in a manger. Do not
you de¢lpife him in his loweft, weakeft flate: do
not fay to your Saviour, I will not receive thee,
unle(s thou appear in a blaze of glorious light.
Reje& not the little leaven; and if your grain of
“faith is fmall as muftard feed, be the more care-
“ful not to throw it away as dirt. The Holy

Ghott fays, The light of the _;;z,ﬂ ines more and more

V0 the perfect day; and how feeble is the light of

the early morning, how undifcernible from
.darkn)efg!, o be Frioid
.) Sin gives you your firfl title to the Frien

g ( mner s, a%xd ayﬁmp)Ie n'aﬁ;cfd faith the fecond.
‘Do not then, puzzle yourfelf about contrition,
“faithfulnefs, love, joy, power over fin, and a
thoufand fuch things, which the white Deuil will
periuade you, you muft bring to Chrift. He
- wi}l receive you gladly with the greateft moun-
tain of fin; and the fmalleft grain of faith, at
Chrift’s feet, will remove that mountain, =~

(4.) At the peril of your foul, defire at prefent -
neither peace nor joy, nor puzzle yourflelf even
about love. Qjly defire, that that blefed Man
may be your Kridegroom, and that you may
firmly believe that he is /o, becaufe he hath

- M2 given
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_given you his fleth and blood upon the crofs;
and keep believing this, and trufting in him.

(5.) You have nothing to do with fin and felf,
although they will have muchk to do with you.
Your bufimefs is with Fefus, with his free, unmerited
love, with his glorious promifes &c. &c. o

(6.) Strongly expeét no good from your own
heart : expeét nothing but unbelief, hardnefs,
unfaithfulnefs, and backfliding, and when you
find them there, be not fhaken nor difcompofed ;
rather rejoice that you are to live, by fath, on
the faithful heart of Chrift, and caft not away
your confidence, which hath great recompence
of reward.

(7.) When you are dull and heavy, as will
often be, remember to live on Chrift, and claim
him the more by naked faith. I have not time
to fay more, but Jefus, whom you hold by the
hem of his promife, will teach you all the day
long. Look unto him, and be faved, and re-
-member he forgives. feventy times feven in one
day. May his dawning love attend you till it
is noon day in your foul; 'and pray for him,
who earneftly prays for you, I mean for your
unworthy fervant, I. F.

- Madeley, Sep. 2nd, 1763+

Mus. Gl;'nnc.
Dear Madam,

1 Thank you for your kind re-

< membrance, and good wiikies

that I might eat the everlafting bread of our
Fathey’s houlfe, exprefled by a prefent-of the moft
- incorrup-
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#ncorruptible bread our earth affords. I fhould

be glad to take the tunity of Mr. Welley’s

ftay at Salop, to thank you in perfon, and eat

with you the bread—the unleavened bread of

fincerity and-truth, banded out by him; butI
am obliged to fet out to day for Lady Hunting-

don’s college, and fhall not, Ifear, be in Shrop-

{hire, when Mr. Wefley comes.

If the Father of lights hath drawn your foul
in any warmer defires after the glorious fenfe of
his love, and enabled you to fit down, and count
the coft, and give up fully, whatever inay have a
tendency to keep you out of the delightful en-
joyment of the pearl of great price, I {hall rejoice

reatly; for it is my hearty defire, that all my
hriftian friends, and I, might grow up daily to-
wards the meafure of the full flature of Chr?}}.

I return you my moft affeionate thanks,
Madam, for your book, and for the franks you
.added to it. May you ufe all the promiles of
the gofpel as franks from Jefus, to fend mo-
mentary petitions te heaven, and may an un-
wearied faith be the diligent meflenger!

What proved a difappointment to you, was
none to me, having been forced, by many fuch
difappointments, to look for comfort in nothing
but thele comprehenfive words—Thy will be done?
A few more trials will convince you, experi-
“mentally, of the heavenly balm they contain, to
fweeten the pains and heal the wounds, that
crodes and afflitions may caule. We often
improve more, by one hour’s refignation, than
by a wonth’s reading; and when we can exer-
cile neither gifts ner graces, one of the L& is
always gxcepted—Putgezce; which is then worth
W 3 : ali
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all the reft. O let us make the beft of our day,
Madam :—2a day of grace—a gofpel day—a day
of health—a precarious day ofg life! Let us be-
lieve, hope, love, obey, repent, {fpend and be
fpent for Him, who hath loved us unto death.
Mr. M. faid your portmanteau would go to
day; but whether it goes or ftays, let neither
wind nor tide keep us back from Jefus Chrift.
That his love may fill our hearts, is the repeat-.
ed with of, Dear K’Iadam, your unworthy friend
and fervant in Chrift, I. F.

‘ : Madclej, Sep. gth, 1763

The Rev. Mr. Charles Welley. :
My dear Sir,

I See that we ought to

learn continually to

calt our burdens on the Lord, who alone can
bear them without fatigue and pain, If M———r
teturns, the Lord may correét his errors, and
give him fo to infift on the fraits of faith as to
prevent antinomianifm. 1 believe him fincere;
and though obftinate and fulpicious, I amn per-
fuaded he has a true defire, to kuow the will and
live the life of God. I reply in the fame words
zou quoted to me in one of your letters, ¢ Don’t
e afraid of a wreck, for Jefus is in the fhip.”
After the moft violent ftorm, the Lord will,
erhaps, all at once, bring our fhip into the
defired haven. ) .
You alk me a very fingular queftion with re-
Tpe& to women; I fhall, however, anfwer R
with a fmile, as I fuppofe you afked it. .You

: ‘ might
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might have remarked that for fome days before
I f{et oft for Madeley, I confidered matrimony
with a different eye to what I had done: and
the perfon, who then prefented herfelf to my
imagination was Mifs Bofanquet. Her image
puriued me for fome hours the laft day, and that
{o warmly, that-1 {hould, perhaps, have loft 'm
peace, if a fufpicion of the truth of Juvenal’s
proverb, Veniunt a dote fagitte,* had not made
me blufh, fight, and fly to Jefus, who delivered
me, at the lame moment, from her image and
the idea of marriage. Since that time, I have
been more than ever on my guard againft ad-
mitting the idea of matrimony, fometimes b
the confideration of the love of Jefus, whic
ought to be my whole felicity, and at others, by
the following refle&ions. :
It is true the fcripture fays, that a good wife
Is a gift of the Lord, and it is alfo true, that
there may be one in a thoufand ; but who would
put in a lottery where are 999 blanks to one
prize; and fuppofe I could difcover this Pheenix,
this woman of a' thoufand, what fhould I gain
by it? A diftrefling refufal. How could fhe
chufe fuch a man as me? If, notwithftanding
all my felf love, I am compelled cordially to
defpife myfelf, could I be {fo wanting in gene-
rofity, as to expeét another to do that for me,
which I cannot do' for myfelf—~to engage to
love, to efteem, and honour me?

I will throw on my paper fome refleftions,
which the laft paragraph’s of your letter gave
rile to, and I beg you will weigh them with me,

Rcafons
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Reafons for, and againft matrimeny.

1. A tender friendibip
is, after the lave of
Chrift, the greateft
felicity of life; and
a happy marriage 1s
nothing but fuch a

friendinip  between
two perfons of differ-
ent lexes.

2. A wife might deli-
ver me from the dif-
ficulties of houfe-
keeping &C. ]

3- Some objetions and
fcandals may be a-
voided by mazriage.

4. A pious and zealous

~ wife might be as ufe-

- ful as myfelf; nay,
fbe might be much
more {o among my
female pariihioners,
who greatly want an |
inf{peérefs.

i. Death will {fhastly
end all particular
friend{hips. The
happier the flate of
marriage, the more
affli®ing is widow-
hood: befides, we
may try a friend and
veje& him after trial ;
_but we cant know a
wife, till it is too late
to part with her.

2. Marriage brings af-
ter it an hundred
cares and expences ;
children, 3 family &c.

3. If matrimony is not
happy, it is the moft
fertile fource of fcan~
da]s- )

4. I have 1000 to 1 to
fear that a wife in-
fiead of being a help,
may be indolent, and
confequently ufelefs;
or humeurfome,
haughty, capricious,

. and confequently 3
heavy curle.

Farewell, Yours, I. F,

M‘ ) Vaugh.
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Mr. Vaugnhan.

ear Sir,

AS you defire me to tell you fim-

ply what 1 think of the ftate

of your foul; as defcribed in your letter, I will
do’it as the Lord ihall enable me.

I praife him that he has begun a good work
in you, which, I make no doubt, he will finith,
if you do not countera& the operations of his
grace. Your having fometimes free accefs to
the throne of grace, but foon falling back into
deadnefs and darknefs, is the common experi~
ence of many who walk fincerely, tho' {lowly
towards Sion. It argues, on one fide, the draw-
ings of faith; and, on the other, the power of un-
belief. I wauld compare fuch fouls to the child
of the Patriarch, who came to the birth, nay,
faw the light of this world, and yet returned
again into his mother’s womb, until, after a
greater flruggle, he broke through all that was
in his way, and left the place where he had been
fo long in prifon..
~ If you fall fhort, yet be not caft down ; on the
contrary, rejoice that God has begun, and will
finith his work in you; and ftrive more earnefily
to enter in at the ftrait gate, - Watch more un-
to prayer, and pray for that faith, which enables
the believer now to lay hold on eternal life.
Remember, however, that your prayers will not
avail much, unlefs you deny yourfelf, and take
up every crofs, which the Lord fuffers men,
devils, or fyour own heart to lay upon you. iIn
- the name ot Jefus, and in the power of his might,
bieak through all; and you will find daily more
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and more, that Jefus is the light of the world,
and that he, who follows him, Shall not walt in
darknefs,  Thé peace of Jetus be with you!
Farewell. - Yours &g, I, F,

‘ Madeley, Masch sth, '75&
Mifs Hatton,

YOU feem,” Madam, not to have ‘a
: clear idea of the happinels of the
1ove of Jefus, or, at-leaft, of your privilege of
doving him again. Your dulnefs in private
praKer arifes from the want of familiar friendthip
with Jefus. To obviate it, go to your clofet, as
if you were going to meet the deareft friend you
ever had ;- "caft yourfelf immediately at his feet,
bemoan your coldne{s before him, extol his
love to you, and let your heart break--with a de-
fire to love him, till it a&ually melts with his
love. Be you, if not.the importunate widow,
at leaft the importunate virgin, and get yaur
Lord to avenge you of your adverfyry—I mean
your cold hearr. : . TR
" You afk me fome direftions to get a mortified
fpirit: in order to get it, get Recolleétion.

RecoLLEoTION is a dwelling within ourfelves;
‘a being abfira&ed from the creature, and turned
towards God. » ¢

RecorreeTioN is both outward and inward,
OuTtward recolle&ion confifts in flence from
all idle and fuperfluous words; and in folitude
-or @ wife difentanglement from the world, keep-
‘ing to our own bufinefs, obferving and follow-
ing the order of God for ourfelves, and fhut- -
. ting
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ting the ear againf all curious amd unprofitable
thatters. INwarp recolle&ion confifts in fhut-
ting the door of the fenfes, in a decp attention
to Sme prefence of God, and in a continual care
of entertaining holy thoughts, for fear of fpiri-
tual idlenefs. :

Through thé power of the Spirit, let this
recolle&ion be Ready even in the midft of hur-

ing bufinefs; let it be calm and peaceable;
and let it be lafting.” Watch and pray, left you
énter into temptation. -

To maintaim this recolletion, beware of en-
gaging too deeply, and beyond what is neceflary,
in outward things: beware "of fuffering your
affetions to be entangled by worldly defire,
your imagination to amufe itlelf with unprofit-
able objeéts, and indulging yourfelf in the com-
miffion of what are called fmcll faults.

For want of continuing in a recolle@ted frame
all the day, our times of prayer are frequentl
dry and ufelefs, imagination prevails, and the
heart wanders: whereas we pals eafily from re-
colle&ion to delightful pra‘yer. Without this
fpirit, there can be no ufeful felf denial, nor
can we know ourfelves; but where it dwells, it
makes the foul all eye, all ear; traces and dilco-
vers fin, repels its firft affaults, or crufhes it in
its carlieft rifings. ’

In recolleétion let your mind a& according
to the drawings of grace, and it will probably
Tead you either, to contemplate Jefus as crucifi-
ed, and interceeding for you &c; or to watch

our fenfes and fupprefs your paffions, to keep
cfore God in refpcétful ficence of heart, and to
watch and follow the motions of grace, and feed
on the promiles. But
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But take care here, to be more taken up with
the thoughts of God than of yourfelf; aud con-
fider how hardly recolle&tion is fometimes ob-
tained, and how eafily it is loft. Ufe no forced
labour to raife a particular frame; nor tire, fret,
and grow impatient, if you have no comfort;
but meekly acquiefce and confefs yourfelf un-
worthy of it; lie proftrate in humble fubmiffion
‘llae{f_'ore God, and patiently wait for the {miles of

efus. '

May the following MoTives ftir you up to
the purfuit of recolletion (1) We mulft for-
{#e all and die to all firff by recolle&tion. (2)

ithout it God's woice can’t be heard in the foul.
(3) 1t is the altar, on which we muft offer up our
Ifaacs. (4) It is inftrumentally a ladder (if I
may be allowed the expreffion) to defcend into
God. (5) By it the foul gets to its centre, out of
which it cannot reft.  (6) Man’s foul is the tem-
ple of God—recolle&ion the holy of holtes. (7)
As the wicked by recollettion find hell in_ their
hearts, fo faithful fouls find heaven. (8) With~
out recolletion all means of grace are ujelefs, or

“make but a light and tranfitory impreffion.

If we would be recolleéted, we muft expeét to
Juffer.  Sometimes, God does not {peak imme-
diately to the heart; we muft then continue to
liften with a more humble filence. Sometimes,
affaults of the heart, or of the tempter may fol-
low, together with wearinefs and a defire to turn
the mind to fomething elfe: here we muft be
patient—By patience unwearied we inherit the
promifes. ‘

Diffipated fouls are feverely punifhed. If any

man abide not in Chrift, he is caft out as a
branch—
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branch—caft out of the light of God's counte-
nance into the drudgery of the fenfes. He dries
up, and a barrennefs follows in the ule of the
means, The world and Satan gather and ufe
him for their fervice. He is caft into the fire
of the paffions, of guilt, of temptation, and, per-
haps, of hell, \

As diffipation always meets its punifhment, fo
recolle&tion never Ki]s of its reward. After
patient waiting comes communion with God,
and the {weet {enfe of his peace and love. Re-
colle&ion is a caftle, an inviolable fortrefs a-
gainft the world and the Devil : it renders all
times and places alike, and is the habitation
where Chrift and his Bride dwell. '

I give you thefe hints, not to fet Chrift afide,
but that you may, according to the light and
power given to you, take thele ftones and place
them upon the chief corner ftone, and cement
them with the blood of Jelus, until the fuper-
ftru&ture, in fome meafure, anfwers to the excel-
lence of the foundation. I beg an intereft in
your prayers for myfelf and thofe committed to
my charge, and am, with fincerity, Madam, your
fervant for Chrift’s fake, I.} F. .

S Madeley, Sep. 3rd, 1764.

Mifs Hatton,

: Madam,
) IThink the ftate your foul is in
: is not uncommon. The onl
alvice, I can at prefent give you, is not to look
‘to felf, except it be to believe it away. Be gene-
roufly
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rouflly determined not to live eafy, without the
thought of Jefus on your mind, and his love,
or at leaft endeavours after it, in your heart.
Then get that love, or the increde of'it, by ob-
ftinately believing the love of Chrift toyou, til
you are {hamed 1nto fome' reterti of it.” A paf=
fage I have found much relief from, when my
foul hath been in the ftate you defcribe, is, Like-
wife reckon ye alfo yourfelve; to be ‘dead indeed unto
Jin, but dlive unto” God, through  Fefus Chrijt our

Lord.* This reckoning by faith, I find, is not
reckoning without one’s hoft; but Chrift is al-
ways ready to fet his hand to the bill which
faith draws. . .

With refpe& to the hinderances your worldly
bufinefs lays in the way of your zml,»l,wouldv
have you perfuaded, that they arc by no means
infurmountable. The following means, in due
fubordination to faith in Jefus, may, by the

bleffing of God, be of fervice to you. .

" (1) éet up early, and fave time before zou g0
to bufinefs, to put on the whole armour of Ged, by
clofe meditation and earneft prayer.

- (2) ‘Confider the temptatioti that Thoft eafily
belets you, whethér it b¢ hurry, ‘or vanity, or
lightné(s, or want of recolleétion to do what

ou do as unto God. Ponder the confequences
of thofe fins, fee your weaknefs to refift then,
and get at any rate a more feeling fenfe of your
helpleflnefs: “when you have it, Y‘W»Wj” natu-
rally watch unto prayer, and look to Chrift for

ftrength, from moment to moment. s

(3) When your mind. hath been drawn afide,

do not fret, or let yourfelf go down the ﬁre:a_m'f
. - 0

v -
*Rom. Vi II,

e .
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~of naturg, as if it was in vain to attempt to fwim
“againft it; but confefs your fault, and calmly
.refume your former endeavour, but with mose
humility and watchfulnefs, . '

(4) Steal from bufinefs now and then, tho’
for two or three minutes only, and in the cor-
ner where you can be leaft obferved, pour out

our foul in confeffion, or a fhort ejaculation at
“the feet of Jelus, for power to watch, and to be-
lieve that he can keep you watching. May you
feelingly believe, that }‘;e hath bought the power
for you, -and then of a truth, you will find it
done to you according to your faith,

As to'your Correfpondent’s letter, I approve
it’s contents, but would have no one depend on
my judgment, efpecially on the points it treats
of; as ] have been thought, fometimes, to confi-
ler them, with a mind prepoflefled in their be-
‘balf, This I know, that all cannot, ought not to
xeceive fome of the. fayings that letter contains;
and yet happier far, in my opinion, are thofe
that can and do receive them. Let every one
follow grace and Providence, and we fhall be
guided aright. 1 am, & I. F.

) Madele ’ Dec. 1763,
Mifs Hatton. Y ™
.+ Madam,

I Am fenfible how much I want ad-
. .. “vice in a thoufand particulars, and
how incapable I am fafely to direét any one:
1 ihall, neverthelefs, venture to throw upon this
{heet the following obfervations, as they came to
Ry wind an the repding your Jetters ~
o ’ N 2 You
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You cannot expeét on the gofpel plan, to at-
tain to fuch a carriage as will pleafe all you con-
verfe with, The Son of God, the original of all
human perfeétion, was blamed, fometimes for
his filence, and fometimes for his {peaking &c;
and ihall the handmaid be above her Mafter?

There is no {fin in wearing fuch things as you
have by you, if they are not out of charaéter;
I meau, if they are necelfary for your ftation, and
charatterife your rank, . '

There is no fin in allowing yourfelf a little
more latitude of {peech, provided- you liften to
Chrift, by inward attention to his teaching, and
the end of what you fay may be to introduce
what is ufeful and edifying; for God judgeth of
words according to the intention of the fpeaker.
I may {peak idly even in the pulpit; and I ma
ipeak to edification in the market, if what I fay
is either neceffary, or proper to introduce, or
drive the nail of a profitable truth, Some pa-
rables of our Lord would have been deemed 1dle
talt, had it not been for the end he purfued,
and, upon the whole, accomplifhed by them.
No particular rule can be given here; a thou-
fand circumftances of perfons, tempers, places,
times, ftates &c, will neceffarily vary a Chriftian’s

lan, . , .
P There is no fin in looking cheerful. No, it is
our duty to be cheerful—Rejoice evermore; and if
it is our duty always to be flled with joy, it is our
duty to appear what we are in reality. I hope,"
however, your friends know how to diftinguifh
between cheerfulnefs and levity.

If you want to recommend religion to thofe
you converle with, and, in many inftances, . to
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pluck %oﬂcnce by the root, let your feart lie
where Mary's tody did. Keep clofe to Jefus, be
attentive to his ftill, fmall voice, and he will
£ill you with humble love, and fuch love will teach
you, without apy rule, as by the inftin& of your
Tew nature, to become all things to all men,
You alk what the apoftle meant by that ex-
reffion: it is certain he did not mean to over-
%t -his own precept, Be nut conformed to the world,
I- apprehend, that in every cafe, wherein we
might promote the fpiritual or temporal good
of any one, by doing or fuffering things of an
indifferent nature, or even painful and diagreeable
to us, we ought to be ready to become all things
to all; provided the good we propofe is fuperior
to the inconveniences to which we fubmit.
Here alfo we ftand in need of humble love, and
weet wifdom, that we may fo weigh. circumflanc-
es, as to form a right judgment in all things,

I am glad the Lord ttrips you: I wuh felf
may never clothe you again. Beware of ftiff
fingularity in things barely indifferent : it is. felf
in difguile; and it is fo much the more dange-
. sous, as it comes recommended by a ferious,

felf denying, religious appearance, ‘

I hope the fhort comings of fome about you
will not prevent yeur eying the prize of a glo-
rious conformity to our bleffed Head. It is to
be feared, that not a few of thofe, who talk of
baving attained it have miftaken the way: they
are ftill fomething, and 1 apprehend an important
ftep towards that conformity, is to become no~
thing ; or rather to be, with St. Paul, to become
in our own eyes the chief of fiuners, and the leaft

h @ntss
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Mr. Harris feems to me one among ten thous
fand ; he has left a particular blefling behind
him in this place—The God of peace give us
all the bleflings that the Meflenger and the Me-
diator of the New Covenant brought with him,
at this thme, into the world! May we fo re-
ceive him, that, by a blefled exchange, as he is
clad with our fleth, fo we may put on himn, and
be covered with his righteoufnefs and filled with
his Spirit! Salute the Church in your houfe
from your fervant in the gofpel, -I. F, B

PN

Madeley, Jan. 31ft, 17654

Mifs Hatton.
Madam,

o YOU ftrive, pray, refift, but are

little the better;” yet pray,
ftrive, and refift on. It is good to be tried, and
to get a blefling in the very fire: we fhall then
know how to value it properly. But let me be
free with you, Madam; do you pray, refift, and
. ftrive againft wanderings with any fleadinefs, and
do you do it in cheerful hope to overcome through
the bleod of the Lamb?  When you have been
unhinged from Chrift, in mind or heart, do you
with ftronger indignation againft wanderings, @
. calmer expectation of the afliftance of the Spirit,
and a deeper agony of faith, feck to be avenged
of your Adverfary? Do you imitate the im-
portunate widow? * If this be the cafe, you will
not camplain long; for whatfoever we thus alk
in the name of Chrift, we thall furely receive:
And {hould the Lord, for r¢afons beft known to
. . - himfelf,
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himfelf, try your faith and hope ; yet that long-
er trial will be found to praife and honour,in -
the end. Only faint not; and when you fiiid
ourfelf inclined to do fo, in all hafte’ Hy to the
cordial of the promifes, and determine to take
nothing elfe, till your heart is revived and made
firong again., : N
The {ame power of God, through praying
faith, is neceflary to keep you from reafoning un-
profitably. Whenever this arifes to any height,
there is one thing wanting, a fteadily exerted
will, never thus to reafon. We cannot be fo
eafily betrayed, or. flide away into this fnare of .
the Devil o eafily as into the other. T appre-
hend, that whofoever abides fleadily purpofed not
to reafon, fhall not.do it. . The will ftarts afide
firft, the refohution of cotirfe followeth, and the
Tempter eafily takes their place. Get willing,
truly willing vwnder.the crofs, and keep there to
keep your will, or you will beat the air. A
Laft Sunday I preached two fermons upon
Heb. 11.and 1., I fee fo much in that faith of
the apoftle, that I can hardly pray for any thing
befides: that evidence of things not feen, that fubftance
of things hoped for. To how many miftakes, arid
fatal errors have we opened the door by varying
from the apoftle, and pretending to be wifer
than the Holy Ghoft! The Lord fill you and
yours with that faith! Farewell, I. F, B

o | Madeley,
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* Madeley, June 2d, 1965,

Mifs Hatton,
Madam, , ,
- ¥ ‘Thank yqu for the letter of your
» : Icmrefpoudcm.' What he fays
" about luminous joy, may f{ometimes.be the cafe
in fome of God’s dear childsen; but I appre-
hend, that. Ged’s .defign in withholding from
them thafe gracious influences, which work up-
on and melt the fenfitive, affeftionate part in the
foul,is to put us more upon' ufing the nobley
powers, the underjtanding. and the widl. Thefe
are always more in the reach of a child of God,
while the other greatly depend upon the texture
of the animal frame; and if .they are not ftirred
in a natural way, the Spirit of God can alone,
without our concurremce in ‘ geneml, excite
them. Do you bdeteue, love, take up. your croft, and

run after ]ez.r(: :

You mutft let friends and foes salt about your
drefs, while you mind only Jefus, his word, and
your own conicience.; -You talk of hearing me
foon—I1 dare never invite any one to hear me,
though I am glad ta fee my friends: but now I
can invite you with pleafure to come and hear a
preacher, who, under God, will make you a.
mends for the .trouble of 3 journey to Madeley.
His name is, M—~i~»; he may poflibly ftay 2 Sun~
day or two more with me; but Jefus has pro-
mifed to be always with his poor followers: To
his merciful hands I commend both you and
your-unworthy friend, I, F,

L , Madeley,
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Madeley, Aug. 8th, 1765,
Mifs Hatton.
' ~hia.dalxl, :
MR. M and I have confider-
ed your objeétions to our little
confeffion of faith: be pleafed to take the fol-
lowing thort anfwers. ‘
" (L) We do not forget, that God works alj
good in all men: this 1s clearly implied in ou
firlt article; but we do not believe, that his
working is generally irrefiftible, or that it fuper-
fedes our being workers together with him,
(IL) Can any one work out his.falvation, b
a taith productive of fandlification, and yet negle
good works ?  Impofiible !
. (llL) Obdurate finners, if their day of grace
Is not over, have always power to believe fome
legdl truths at leaft, and "to renounce fome abomi~
nitions in confequence of that belief: if they
refift the Spirit here, what wonder that he does
not proceeg any farther! Convi&tions of fin, as
well as of righteoufnefs, are not always fo ftrong
% to carry all before them. As the dew falls
more frequently on the earth than hard fhowers,
fo more gentle, lefls obfervable, and more gra-
dual droppings of grace defcend upon earthly
hearts, more frequently ‘than driving ftorms of
fear, or ftrong tranfports of love: their effeéts
ma&; be as gracious, tho’ lefs forcible, and God
};h all the glory of the one, as well as of the

er. -
(Iv.) « Can convinced finners under the
found of the gofpel believe with the heart &c?” ]
ough the power of God, always more or lefs :
R prefenty

[SERN
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fent, they can believe with the heart thofe

truths, which are fuited to their wants, and pr?ﬂz |

propofed to them, 1f they cannot, why dacs
call upon them to believe, and fend them word,
they ihall be damned if they do not?¥* As to
your query * Does not God fometimes delay
to confer the power to believe, tor a trial of the
grace of convi&ion?” We anfwer, that we fee
no fuch thing in the new teftanient, and that
the alfertion feems to be a piece of human wif-
dom. Why were not the conviétions of the
harlot, of the 3ooo, the 5000, the jailer, and
others, tried by a refutal of the gift of faith?
If, thérefore, perfons truly coanvinced of fin, do
not believe to the comfort of their fouls, we ap-
prehend the reafon ta be, their being kept in
the dark as to the. gojpel @ay of {alvation, their con-
Founding faith and 1ts Yrults, their diffegarding’ the
one ta?ent, and deiping the little leaven, dnd the
faith which is fmall as a grain of muftard feed :
* §n lhott, their rejecting an ‘inward Chrift, becaufe
‘he does not make his appedrance, at “firft, &s a
mighty, glorious conquetor, but as a wea*, naked,
erying babe, who wants hoth’ milk 'a'ndfvfwa.ddl'ing
clothes far his prefent fuftenance; = <~ ° 7
* 1t is granted, that convinced people thould
“ be preft to make an effort to believe, not
“ dougtin% of the Lord’s concurrence with their
¢ attempt,® Hete, we apprehend, yo\j, grant us
what we contend for} it being abfurd to make
any attempt tawards what is fotally impofilbies
If Tuch people ought to attempt to believe now,--
and not to doubt of the Lord’s concusrgnce with
theis attempt, it follows, that either you prels
) fMaik xvi, and 16, *
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fliem not to doubt of a lie, or that the Lord now
helps them to believe, if they will accept his
hc{k)’in the manner and way it is offered. :
~We cannot conceive what ingredicnt more
you would require to make faith, than on the
one fide, the promife of God and the gracious
help of his Spirit, and on the other, genuine
conviétion and an humble attempt to caft our-
felves on the fidelity, mercy, and power of the
Lord. ' :

Indeed you infinuate, that God’s concurrence
may not be granted now—* perhaps, not now,”
are your words; but not thofe of Ananias, who
faid to convinced Saul, Arife, why tarrieft thou?
wah away thy fins, calling, or believing, on the name
of the Lord?’ If God -does not concur now to
help convinced finners to believe, we “ftill affirm
that they cannot, without great cruelty, be
called upon now to attempt an utter impoffibili--
ty, or, if we may ufe your expreffion, * to touch.
heaven with their hund.” This provilo of yours,
this “ perhaps, not now,” feéms the common
way of clogging and mangling the gofpel. W
fee nothing of ‘it in holy writ; there we read,
belicve,. and thou fkalt be faved—fear not, only be~
licve &r. - We never read, believe, but perhaps, not
now—only believe, but frft wait God's time, he does
mty perhapl; chufe thoa frould’ft belleve naw. There
is the quinteflence of the poifon of the old Ser-
perit, in the fuppefition that God commands now,
but is not, perhaps, willing that. we {hould abey
Hift noter, Believe~~perhaps, not now:: Repent; be
chafte, be honeft, be fober; lie charitable«—per-
haps, not mows Good God! What room will
this not now leave for prefent infidelity, uncleans:

: nefs,
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nefs, drunkennefs, injuftice &c,’and every ima=
ginable abomination!
Upon fecond thoughts, we would hope, that
our perhap:, not now, does not regard our be-
ieving, but God’s bringing forth the top-ftone,
while we {hout Grace unto it: and in this fenfe,
‘we find faith and hope are often tried, yea to the
uttermoft. Ifaac was not born immediately on
God’s making the ‘promife, or Abraham’s be-
lieving it. A joy unfpeakable and full of glory
does not always, immediately accompany thc be-
lief of the promife of forgivenefs of fin, and of
deliverance from its dominion :—Have ye received
the Holy Ghoft fince ye belicved? ~ After that ye believ~
ed, ye were [ealed with the Holy Slpirit of promife—
Now the God of hope fill you with all joy andp peace in
belicving @c. This was the language of St. Paul,
and we dare not confound what he diftinguithes,
namely, believing and tafting all the rich fruits of
faith, ~ Concerning fome of thefe, which faith
does not, in general, immediately produce, we
allow you to lay, perhaps, not now; but though
they tarry, yet wait for them, for they will furely
come, o
« Reftlefls, refigned, for thefe I wait, .
For thefe my vehement foul ftands ftill.

But obferve (1) that this earneft, patient wait-
ing is one of the blefled fruits of faith, and not

fomething previous to it, as you feem to ima-.
ine. (2) That we do not fuppofe it neceffary.
or thofe, who are truly convinced of fin, and

defire to be juftified freely by the grace of God,
through that redemption that is in Chrift, to

wait a¢ all before they believe, that ke is made‘;mto
S hem
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them of God righteoufnefs, for the prefent pardon
of their fin: .nor for thofe, who are truly weary
of their carnal mind, to wait before they {:elicve,
that he is made unto them of God [anéiipcation, for
the prefent deftrufion of it: for the promife is
even now to us, and to our children, (thofe that
are afar off not excepted) if they lay hold of it
by faith. But greater difcoveries, riper fruits,
richer taftes, fuller enjoyments of thefe bleflings,
together with a being more ftrengthened, efta-
blifhed, and fettled in them, is what we efteem
ow privilege to expe&®, and wait for, in the
manner you defcribe.

(V.) You feem to fufpe& that this faith, on the
one hand, leads to Antinomianifm, and on the
other, takes from God the glory of our {fal-
vation, .

As to the firft fufpicion, we hope it is obvi-
ated in our fecond and fourth anfwers, it being
impoffible, that a faith, confequent upon real
convi&ion and wearinefs of {in, and begotten by
the pure gofpel word, through the Spirit,—
a faith, which leads to fanitification and the de~
Strugtion of the carnal mind,—a faith, which is
Erodu&ive of all the ripeft fruits of the Spirit, can

e merely notional, or have the leaft tendency to
Antinomianifin,

And as to the fecond, we deteft the thought of
having the leaft {hare in the glory of Chrift, as
our only Redeemer, and of the* Spirit, as our only
Sanétitier. We abhor it as much as the proud
and mad conceit of fharing with God the glory
of our Creator and Preferver. We conftantly
afcribe to «free grace all the honour of man’s fal-
vation, and are perfuacgd, that from the ﬁi?

! half-
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half-formed defire raifed in the hearf, and the
leaft degree of power given for the improvement
of it, to the final viétory over our laft enemy, all
is of grace—of mere grace. But as we may give
God dll the glory of our creation and preferva-
tion, without fuppofing that he muft breathe,
eat, drink, reft, drefs, pTough, and reap for us;
fo we apprehend that we may give Chrift all the
glory of our redemption and falvation, without
exculing ourflelves from the performance of what
he enjoins, and of his own free, undeferved grace, gives
us both will and power to do.

I rejoice that your foul profpers: you need
not look back any more. When you are tempt-
ed to hurry and inward impatience, remember

ou are not obliged to give way to it. Take up
thefe little croffes patiently, by believing, look-
ing inward, and finding Jefus in the midft of
bulinefs. * He is here, he is here, as my all,”
‘will break many, yea ten thoufand {nares,
May the peace of God be with you and yours!
Farewell. I. F. :

Mr. Alexander Mather.
My dear Brother,

I Thank you for your laft
favour. If I anfwered not
your former letter, it was becaufe I was in ex-
peétation of feeing you, and not from the leaft
difregard, I am glad you enjoy peace at Wel-
lington, and ‘I hope you will do fo at the
Trench when you go there. My reafons for
- ftepping there myfelf were not to feize upon

* the'gpot firjt, (as the Accufer of the brethren
' may-
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- may have infinuated) but to fulfil a promife I
- made to the people of vifiting them, if they
would not countenance a lying wretch, who
went to them from the Bank: all this was pre-
vious to my knowledge of the invitation they
gave you. Idefire you will call there as often
as you have opportunity. An occafional exhor-
tation from you or your companion at the
Bank, Dale, &c will be efteemed a favour; and I
hope that my ftepping, as Providence direéts, to
any of your places, (leaving to you the manage-
ment of the focieties) will be deemed no en-
croachment. In fhort, we need not make fwo
arties: 1 know but one heaven below and that
1s Jefus’s love; let us both go and abide in it,
and when we have gathered as many as we can
to Igo with us, too many will ftill ftay behind.
’ find there are in the miniftry, as in the
common experience of Chriftians, times which
may be compared to Winter: no great ftir is
made in the world of grace, befide that of
ftorms and offences, and the growth of the trees
of the Lord is not fhowy; but when the tender
buds of brotherly and redeeming love begin to
fill, Spring is at hand. The Lord give us har-
veft after feed time! Let us wait for fruit as
the hufbandman, and remember, that he who
believes does not make hafte. The love of
Chrift be with usall! Pray for 1. F.

O a - Madeley,
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Madeley, Jan, 13th, 1766.

Mifs Hatton.,
Madam, '

1 Am almoft afhamed of anf{wering

your letters after my long de-

lays, but better late than never, as 1 hope your

indulgen¢e will put the beft conftruttion on

what time does ;not allow me to make an apo-
logy for.

1 dO not Wonder if L3222 FE 22 222 2R 22 &c hath
been a fnare to entangle your thoughts; but
it is now over; and what 1s that to thee? fol-
low thou Chrift. You may, however, learn
this leflon, that the minding Chrift.and our.
own fouls, with Mary, while we leave the world
to Martha, is no ealy thing in a day of tempta-
tion; and that no one knows what he is, tilf he
is tried, and tried in the tendereft points—Ilove,
liberty, éfteem, and fharp bodily pain., Lord
prepare us for fuch trials, and may we encoun-
ter them, in the whole armour of God!
~ This evening [ have buried one of the warm- .
eft oppofers of my miniftry, a ftout, ftrong
young man, aged twenty four years. About
three months ago, he came to the church yard
with a corpfe, but refufed to come into the
church. When the burial was over, I went to
him, and mildly expoftulated with him. His
conftant an{wer was, ¢ that he had bound him-
¢ felf never to come to church, while I was
¢ there; adding, that he would take the confe-
¢« quences &c.” Seeing I got nothing, I left
him, faying with uncommon warmth, (tho’ as
far as I can remember, without the leaft touc}ig

o
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of refentment) “ I am clear of your blood ;
¢ henceforth it is upon your own head; you
-¢ will not come to churcz upon your legs, pre-
¢ pare to come upon your neighbours fhoulders.”
He wafted from that time, and to my great fur-
prze hath been buried on the fpot where we
were, when the converfation. paflfed between us.
When I vifited him in his ficknefs, he feemed
tame as a wolf in a trap. O may God have turn-
‘ed him into a fheep in his laft hours!

This laft year is the worft I have had here— -
barren in convitions, fruitful in back{lidings.
May this prove for us, and for you, the accept-
able year of the Lord. 1 beg your prayers on
this behalf. . '

- 1 have filled my page, but not with JYefus's
name: let your heart contain what my letter
wants— Yefus and his precious blood— Fefus, and his
Sfree, glorwus falvation.  Live to him, breathe for
him ; buy, fell, eat, drink, read, write for him.
Receive him as yours altogether, and give him
sour whole felf, with all that is around you.
%‘akc us all, Lord, into thy gracious favour,
flamp us with thy glorious image, and condu&
us to thy eternal kingdom! ,
Prefent my Chriftian refpeéts to Mrs. Hatton,
your fifter, and all your friends, and accept
the fame from your unworthy brother, I. F,

O3 Madeley,
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Madeley, May, 1766,

Mifs Hatton,
© - My dear Friend,

1 Am forry, after the manner of
men, that you are ill, but glad
in the Spirit, that the will of God takes place in
ou, and that he purges you, that you may
ring forth more fruit. Now is the time for
ou to begin to be a Chriftian in good earneft—
mean, to follow the Man of forrows; and to do it
as a lamb, who goes to the flaughter and opens
not his mouth by way of complaint; though as
a Chriftian, I apprehend you may and ought to
open it by way of praife. '
One advice I will venture to give you, or
rather to tranfcribe for you out og Ifaiah—The
believer does not make hajle, to doubt, to hurry, to
forecaft, and to reafon after the manner of
men ;—¢ If I am a child of God, why am not
I thus and thus?” Let Chrift, either fuffering
for you, or ordering your fufferings, be fo eyed,
that you may in a manner forget and lofe your-
felf in him; or if a weak and pain’d body makes
you think of wretched felf, let it be to lay it
down with compofure at Jefus’s feet, or to take
up the burden of the crofs with cheerful refig-
nation. 1 hope to hear foon of your being re-
covered in body and ftrengthened in foul by
this affli¢tion. '
“ Is any prayer acceptable to God, which is
not the diétates of his own Spirit”? If you

mean by the dictates of the Spirit, his influence
ou the mind to_fhew us our wants, and upon the
heart to mate us dejire a fupply of them: I anfwer,

: Co T no,;
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no; for a prayer, which hath not, at leaft, the
above mentioned qualities, is- only a vain bab-
bling.

o gDo«‘:s a believer always pray with the Spi-
rit’s affiftance”? Yes, when he prays as a believer,
and not as a parrot: for at his loweft times, he
has, more or-lefs, a fight of his wants, and a defire
to have them f{upplied; and this he could not
have, did not the Spirit work upon his mind
and heart.

I hope you fink inwardly into nothing, and
through nothing into the immenfity of God. I
fee a little, through mercy, into the beauty of
humiliation; I find the miniftry of condemna-
tion glorious; and I love to take, every moment,
the curfe out of Mofes’s hand, as well as the
blefing out of Chrift’s. The Lord grant that

ou and I, and all our friends, may do it mure

eelingly and conftantly every hour!

May the Phyfician of foul and body refrefh,
ftrengthen, eftablith, and thoroughly heal you,
by the virtue of his blood and the word of his
power! Bear well, and farewell. Your un-
worthy fervant, I. F.

Madeley, May 27th, 1766,

Mifs Hatton.
My dear Friend,

1 Am glad to hear that the God

+ of all mercy and grace has raif- |

ed you from the bed of ficknefs, where his love
had confined you. It is good to fee his works
in the deep, and then to come and fing his
C praifes



[ 168 )

praifes in the land of the living. A touch of
pain or ficknefs I find always profitable to me,
as it rivets on my foul the thoughts of my no-
thingnefs, helpleflnefs, and mortality; and fhews
me in a clearer light, the vanity of all the tran-
fitory {cenes of life. May your affli&ions have
the fame effeét upon you, as long as you live.
May you be more fteadfaft than I'am, to retain
the deep impreflions, which God’s gracious rod
may have left upon yoeur foul: and may you
leara to lay yourf{elf out more for the Lord, and
to do whatfoever your hand findeth to do, with
all your might; Znowing, that there is no wif-
dom, nor device in the grave, whither we are
oing.

If a fparrow falleth not to the ground, nor a
hair from our head, without our heavenly Fa-
ther’s leave, it is certain, that higher circum-
ftances of our life are planned by the wife and

racious Governor of all things.” This kind of
?aith in Providence, I find of indifpenfible ne-
ceflity to go calmly through life, and, I think
too, through death alfo.

The coming of Mr. Wefley’s preacher’s into
my parith gives me no uneafinefs: As I am fenfi-
ble that every body does better, and, of courfe,
is more acceptable than myfelf, I thould be for-
1y to deprive any one of a {leﬂing; and I rejoice
that the work of God goes on, by any mftrument,
or in any place.  How far it might have been ex~ .
pedient, to have poftponed preaching regularly .
in my parifh, till the minifter of had
- been reconciled to the invafion of his; and how
far this might have made my way fmootker, I do
not pretend to determine: time will thow at,

. _ and,
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and, in the mean while, I find it good to have
faith in Providence. :

I fear I have left as great a ftink at Bath as
Mir. Brown a fweet favour here. Every thin
is good to me that fhews me my unprofitablenels
more and more; but I defire to grieve, that the
good of my private humiliation is fo much over
balanced by the lofs of many about me.—The
Lord fill you with all peace’ and joy in your
foul, and with all firength and health in your
body! My refpeéts wait upon your mother and
fifter, and all friends. Farewell. I. F.

‘ Madeley, June 21ft, 1766,

" Mifs Hatton.
My dear Friend,

I Am much concerned to hear,
, by Mrs. Power, that you are fo
~ weak; but my concern has greatly increafed,
fince I was told, that the foundation of your
illnefs was laid at Madeley, and I am afraid by
my imprudence, in taking.you to the woman,
with. whom we received the facrament. I afk
God’s pardon and yours for it, and I hope it
will be a means of 'humbling me, and making
me more tender of my friends.
The advice you give me about my health is
- feafonable: I hope to follow it, nor am I con-
fcious to have negle&ed it at all; however, I
will endeavour, that there be not fo much as the
fhadow of a call for repeating it.
If the air at Wem does not agree with you,
could you not come fo far as Madeley? The
remedy
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remedy is often moft fuccefsfully applied where
the wound was given; and though I am no
nurfe, tho’ I have been the contrary of one to
you, 1 hope we fhould wait upon you with more
tendernels, than when you were here laft.  Mrs,
Power would nurfe you, and I would talk to you
of the love of Jelus as well as I could. "

You know that I perceived your bodily weak-
nefs when you were here, and charged you with
what you charge me with, ¢ a negleé of your
body.” If I was right, I hope you will follow
yourfelf the advice you give me—I am fure you
will—the burnt child will dread the fire for the
time to come. )

With regard to kneeling, you muft confider
what your c{)ody can bear, without inconvenience
to your health. To recover that, is your outward
calling now: therefore, fo {plit the hair between
the indolence of nature and the weaknefs of
your body, that neither of the two may be in-
creafed.

Offer yourlelf to God for life or death, for
eafe or pain, for ftrength or weaknefs. Let
him chule and refufe for you; only do you
chufe him for your prefent and eternal portion.
I want you to be a little bolder in venturing
upon the bofom of our Lord: we lofe (I for
one) much {weetnefs, and many degrees of ho-
linefs, in being fhy of the Friend, the lovin
Friend of finners. "Pray, for God’s fake, don’t
forget that your Phyfician is your Hufband. The
joy of the Lord as well as his peace,-is to be your
irength,  Love is a paffion” that wants to be
ftirred : do it in all calmnefs—*¢ I will love him,
% I da love him little, I {hall love him much, be-
- : ¢ caufe
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¢ caufe he has firft loved me &c:” ply, I pra
you, this fweet gofpel tatk. Accuftom yourfelf
to look upon your body as the temple of the
Holy Ghoft, and meet him in your heart b
fimple recollettion, and a fteady belief of thefe
gofpel truths, * He is here,” * he is in me
&c:” nor do you let them go for any thin% ou
do feel, or you do not feel. May God l);fs,

comfort, eftablifh, and raife you! Farewell:
I. F'

Madeley, July ——— 1766,

Mifs Ireland.
My very dear Friend,

THE poor account your father
has brought us of your health,
and his apprehenfions of not feeing you any
more, before that folemn day when all people,
nations, and tongues fhall ftand together at the
bar of God, make me venture (together with
my love to you) to fend you a few lines; and
my earneft prayer to God is, that they may be
bleffed to your foul. ,
Firft, then, my dear friend, let me befeech
ou.not to flatter yourfelf with the hopes of
living long here on earth. Thefe hopes fill us
with worldly thoughts, and make us backward
to prepare for our change. I would not, for the
world, entertain fuch thoughts about mylelf.
I have now in my pariih, a young man, who
has been thefe two years under the furgeon’s
hand. Since they have given him up, which is
about two months ago, he has fled to the Lord,
‘ and

-



[ 172 ]
and found in him, that faving health which
furpafles a thoufand times that which the furge-
ons flattered him with; and he now longs to
depart and be with Chrift which is far better.
To fee the bridge of life cut off behind us, and
to have done with all the thoughts of repairing
it to go back into the world, has a natural ten-
dency to make us venture forward to the foot
of the crofs.
2dly. Confider, my dear, how good the Lord
is to call you to be tranfplanted into a better
world, before you have taken deeper root in this
finful world: and, if it is hard to nature to die
fow, how much harder, do you think, it would
be, if you lived to be the mother of a family,
and to cleave to earth by the ties of many new
relations, {chemes of gain, or profpeéts of hap-
pinefs? ‘
3dly. Refle&, by your illnefs, the Lord,
who forecafts for us, intimates long life would
not be for his glory, nor your happinefs. I be-
lieve, he takes many young people from the evil
to come, and out of the way of thofe temptati-
ons, or misfortunes, which would have made
them miferable in time and in eternity.
4thly. Your earthly father loves you much;
—witnefs the hundreds of miles he has gone for
the bare profpe of your health: but, my dear,
your heavenly ‘Father loves you a thoufand
times better; and he is all wifdom, as well as all
oodnefs. Allow, then, fuch a loving, gracious
%‘ather to chule for you; and, if he chufes death,
acquielce, and fay, as you can, Good is the will of
the Lord, his choice muft be beft!
5thly, Weigh the finfulnefs of fin, both
. original

-
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original and a&ual, and firmly believe the wages
of fin is death. This will make you patlent(l‘y
accept the punilhment; efpecially, if you confi-
der, that Jefus Chrift, by dying for us, has
taken away thc fting of death, and turned the
grave into a paffage to a blefled eternity.

6thly. Try, my dear, to get nearer to the
dear Redeemer. He hath delivered us from the curfe
of the lmw, being made a curfe for us.* He hath
quenched -the wrath of God in his atonin
blood. By his atoning blood, by.his harmlels
life, and painful death, he has fatisfied all the
demands of the law, and juftice of God; by his
refurreétion he afferted the full difcharge of all
our {piritual debts; by his afcenfion into hea-
ven, where he is gone to prepare us a place, he
has opened a way to endlefs glory. By his
werful interceflion, and the merits of his
lood, which plead continually for us, he keeps
that way open; and to encourage us, he affures
us, He is the way, the truth, and the life, and that,
he who comes to him, he will in no wife caft out. He
mildly offers reft to the heavy laden, pardon to
the guilty, ftrength to the feeble, and life to
the dead. You know his words, I am the re-

Jurrection, and the life ; he that believeth on me, though
he were dead, yet fhall he live; and he that liveth, and
believeth in me, fhall never die.

" gthly.  When you have confidered your loft
ftate, as a finner by nature, together with the -
greatnefs, the fulnefs, the freenefs, and fuitable-
nefs of Chrift’s falvation, and when you have
diligently viewed the glories and charms of his
perlon, believe in him, Without any ceremo-

P . ny,

*Gal, iil, g. '
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ny, chufe him for your Phyfictan, your Huf
band, and your King. Be not afraid to venture
upon and truft in him; caft yourfelf on him in
frequent aéts of reliance, and ftay your foul on
him by means of his promifes. Pray much for
faith, and be not afraid of accepting, ufing, and
thanking God for a kttle. The fmoking tlax he
will not quench; only pray hard, that he would
blow it up into a blaze of light and love.

8thly. Beware of impatience, repining, and

eevithnefs, which are the fins of fick people.

e gentle, e1fy to be pleafed, and refigned as
the bleeding Lamb of ‘God. Wrong tempers
isndulged, grieve, if they do not quench, the
pirit,

gthly. Do not repine at being in a firange
country, far from your friends; and, if your
goinf to France does not anfwer the end pro-
pofed .te your body, it will anfwer a {piritual
end to your foul. God fuffers the broken reeds
of your acquaintance to be out of your reach,
that you may not catch at them, and that you
may, at once, caft your lonefome foul on the
bolomn of Him, who fills heaven and earth.

1othly. In praying, reading, hearing any
perfon read, and meditating, do not confult
feeble, fainting, weary flefh and blood ; for at
this rate, death may find you idle, and fupine,
- inftead of ftriving to enter in at the ftrait gate;
and when your fpirits and vigour fail, remem-
ber, that the Lord is the ftrength of your life,
and your portion for ever. O death, -\{vhere is
thy fting? Thanks be to God, who giveth us
the vi&ory, through Jefus Chrift our Lord!

Many pray baid for you, that you may agt-

qui
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quit your[elf living or dying, in eafe or in pain,
as a wife virgin, and as a good foldier of Jefus
Chrift; but, above all, Jefus, the Captain of your
falvation, and the High Prieft of your profelfion
intercedes mightily for you. Look to him, an

be faved, even from the ends of France. To
his pity, love, and power, I recommend you.
May he blefs you, my dear friend—lift up the
light of his countenance upon you, and give
you peace and courage, repentance, faith, hope,
and patient love, both now and evermore! I
am your affectionate, fincere friend, and fervant
in Jefus, I. F.

Madeley, July —— 1766

James Ireland Efg.
My very dear Friend,

YOUR abfence made me poft.
pone thanking you for all
the kindnefs you fhewed me when at Briftol;
and, to lay me under fill greater obligations,
zou have fent me a hamper full of wine, and
road cloth; as if it were not enough to adorn
and cover the outfide, but you muift alfo warm
and nourifh the infide of the body. '
To this you have added a kind, but melan-
choly letter from Dover. Melancholy I fuy,
as well as kind, by the account it gives of the
worldlinefs of our Proteftant brethren abroad,
and of the little hope you have of feeing your
daughter again. My reafon for not anfwering
it immediately was the hope of fending by
fome friends going to 1}iri&o}é;.‘am_i now,»l‘hatﬁ:
, PO S

¥ .
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the opportunity of telling jou, without farther
delay, that you fhould have a little mercy on
your friends, in not loading them with fuch
'Zurdens of beneficence.” How would you like

to be loaded with kindneffes you could not re<

turn? Were it not for a little of that grace, .

which makes us not only willing, but happy to
be nothing, to be obliged and dependant, your

refent would make me quite miferable. ~But
thé mountains of divine mercy, which prefs
down my foul, have inured me to bear the hills
of brotherly kindnefs.

I fubmit to be clothed and nourithed by you,
as ‘your fervants are, without having the happi-
nefs of ferving you, To yield to this is as hard
to friendfhip, as to {ybmit to be faved by free
grace, without one {crap of our own righteouf-
nefs. However, we are allowed, both in religi-
on and friendfhip, to eafe ourfelves by thanks
and prayers, till we have an opportunity of do-
ing it by -aétions. I thank you then, my dear
friend, and pray to God, that you may receive
his benefits as I do yours! Your broad cloth
can lap me round two or three times; but the
mantle of divine love, the precious fine robe of
Jefus’s righteoulness, can cover your foul a thou-
{and times. The cloth, fine and good as it is,
will not keep out a hard fhower; but that gar-

ment of falvation will keep out even a fhower

of brimftone and fire. Your cloth will wear
out, but that fine linen the righteoufnefs of the
{aints, will appear with a finer luftre the more it
is worn. The moth may fret your prefent, or
the taylor may fpoil it in cutting; but the pre-
fent, which Jefus has made you, is out of thhe
< : reac
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seach of the {poiler, and ready for prefent wear;
nor is there any fear of cutting it out wrong;
for it is feamlels, woven from the top through-
out, with the white unbroken warp of thirty
three years perfeét obedience, and the red wett
* of his agony and fufferings unto death.

Now, my dear friend, let me befeech you to
accept of this heavenly prefent, as I accept of
your earthly one. 1 did not fend you gne
farthing to purchafe it; it came unfought, un-
afked, unexpefted, as the Seed of the woman ;
and it came juft as I was fending a taylor to buy
me fome cloth for a2 new coat; immediately I
ftopt him, and I hope when you next fee me, it
will be in your prelent.—Now let Jefus fee you
inhis, Walk in white, adorn his goipel, while
he beautifies you with the garment of falvation.
Accept it freely; wear- no more the old rufty
coat of nature and felf-righteoufnefs,—fend no
more to have it patched,* make your boait of
an unbought fuit, and love to wear the livery
of Jefus. You will then love to do his work;
it will be your meat and drink to de-it; and
that you may be vigorous in doing it, as Lhall
take a little of your wine for my ftomach’s fake,
take you a good deal of the wine of the king-
dom for your foul’s fake. Every promife of the
gofpel is a bottle, a catk that has.a fpring withs,
in, and can never be drawn out.. But draw the"

_tork of unbelief, and drink abundantly, O. béw .
loved, nor be afraid ot intoxication; and if an
P 3 inflam~

*Mr. Fletcher’s generous fiiend had kindly requcR-d him pott
10 fend his coat to be paiched ; hencs this ngentous and uficctione

‘mm}ﬂy.;
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inflammation follows, it will only be that of
divine love.

I beg you will be more free with the heavenly
wine, than I have been with the earthly, which
you fent me. I have not tafted it yet, but
whofe fault is it? Not Iours certainly, but
mine. If you do not drink daily {piritual
health and vigour out of the cup ot falvation,
whofe fault is it? Not Jefus's, but yours; for
he gives you his righteoufnefs to cover your
nakednefs, and the confolations of his Spirit to
cheer and invigorate your foul. Accept and
ufe. Wear, drink, and live to God. That you
may heartily and conftantly do this, is my
fincere prayer for you and yours; efpecially
your poor daughter, whom I truft you have re-
figned into the hands of him, to whom {he is
nearer than to you. The wife Difpofer of all
things knows what is beft for her. The hairs
of her head, much more the days of her life,
are all numbered. The Lord often defiroys
the body, that the foul may be faved: and if
this is the cafe here, as one may reafonably
hope, you will not fay unto the Lord, * What
doejt thou?” But fay with the father, who loft -
two fons in one day, ** It is the Lord, let him do
whatforver he pleafeth;” or with him, who loft
ten children at one ftroke, * The Lord gave, and
the Lord tateth away, and bleffed be the name of the
LOI'd.'" Adieuo I' Fo :

ST

o Madeley,
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Madeley, July 17th, 1766,
Mifs Hatton,
My very dear Friend,

I Want to hear of you, if I can.

not hear from you by a line,

The laft account I had' of your ftate of health
was a very poor one. What hath the Lord
done for your body fince ? '

My dear friend, we are all going the way of
all fleth; and though you are more fenfible of
the journey in your body than I am at prefent,
{et I fqllow you, or perhaps you follow me,

often feel a defire to bear your load for you;
but the impoffibility of this makes me rejoice,
that Jefus, who does not faint as I might do,
will and does carry both you and your burden.
By a firm, unfhaken faith, you know, we caft
our fouls upon Jefus, and by that power, where-
by hp is able to fubdue all things to himfelf, he
;le_cexves and bears that which we commit to

im. ' :

"That this faith may be the firmer on our part,
let it be rational as well as affe@ionate; affeétion-
ate as well as rational. God is good: he does
not want us to take his word without proof.
What expetations of the dear Meffias from the -
beginning of the world! What amazing chains
of miracles and wonders were wrought in fa-

"vour cf that people and family, from which he
was to come! What prophecies fulfilled, that
we might rationally believe! What dilplays
of the éodhead, in that heavenly Man, Chrift
Jelus! In him dwelt, of a truth, the fulnefs of the
Godhead bodily—You fee the power of God hi_n
: . . . 18

-
-
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his miracles; the goodnefs of God in his chae
rafter; the juftice and mercy of God in his
death; the truth, and faithfulnefs, and glory of
God in his refurrettion, in the ‘coming of his
Spirit, and the preaching of his everlafting gof-
pel. O, my friend, we may believe ratwonally:
we may with calm attention view the emptinefs
of all other religions, and the fulnefs of affur-
ance that ours affords,—And fhall we not be-
lieve affectionately alfo? Let us fir up ourfelves
to love this Jefus, who hath given himfelf to us
with all his blood, all his grace, and all his
glory. Come, give him your whole foul, my
dear friend, and take him with all his ‘pardons,
all his love, all his firength. If he wants you
to embrace him in his faint, bloody fweat, orin
his wracking tortures on the crofs. draw not
back—Ilove him, love him, and let not the grave
frighten you: it is good to drop our clay in bis
quiet {epulchre, and to follow him on the win
of faith and love, without a clog of fickly flelh,
to heaven. He died for us, an rofe agan, that,
whether we live or die, we might be together with him:
to us to live is Chrift, and to die gain. He hath
blotted out—m

I am happily interrupted by your kind letters
Blefled be God for the profpeé of recovery you
mention! All is well that Jefus does: fick of
well, living or dying, we will be Jefus’s.

With regard to your complaint of flothful-
nefs, your body cannot hear the ftrong exer-
tions of a wreftling faith; therefore, you ar€
called, I apprehend, with a calm confent to accept
of the golpel tidings, and, with the uietnefs O
a child at the breaft, to fuck the milk of divine
- " confola-
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nfolation. Inward, loving, believing recol-
cl:)é’tion and refignation is the path, into which
our dear heavenly Friend wants now to lead
ou. Be faithful, be bold to follow where he
cads: make no words—no unbelieving words, and
all will be well. Farewell in bedy and folul.r

Madeley, July 28th, 1766,

Mifs Hatton.
My dear Friend,

1 Hear ftill 2 very indifferent ac-
count of your health. I ftand
in doubt as to your bodily life; but it is in the
hand of Jefus, and Jefus is wife, Jefus is good,
Jefus is almighty: he will, therefore, difpole of .
ou for the beft. While you fee the fcales
overing, and it may be that of life flowly de-
fcending towards a quiet grave, calmly look “at
Jefus; and when the feeblenefs of your fpirits
prevents you from crying out, in extatick love,
My Lord and my God! "let your devoted, refigned,
patient heart ftill whifper, Thy will be done!

Your laft letter raifed my hopes of your reco-
very; Mr, Perry, who faw you fince, damps
them again: but whether we live, we live to the.
Lord, or whether we die, we._die to the Lord. Not
Jor works of ﬁghteori/nqﬁv that we have done, but ac-
cording to his mercy he faveth us: Glory be to God
for his unfpeakable gift! Jefus remembers you
in his all-prevailing  interceffion—and, I might
add, I do in my prayers, if the weight of a
dancing mote deferved to be mentioned, after
. that
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that of an immenfe mountain, I am with,
Chriftian refpeéts to our kind loving friends at
Wem, your poor Madcley triend, I F.

‘Madeley, July 3oth, 1766.

Mifs Hatton.
My dear Friend,

.SrO -you are likely to be at reft
firlt! Well, the Lord’s will
be done! I (hould be glad to have you fay to
help us to the kingaun’ of God; tut it God
waats to take you there, and houle you before a
ftorm, 1 iuall only cry-—— OUne of the chariots
of Lirael, and the horiemea thereof”—and try
to maxe the beft of my way after you.
A calm receiving p{the goipel udings, upon
a conviction of your loft eftate, with fuitable
tempers, is a fign that you are in a fafe jtate; but
I want you altugether in a comfortable one. Youz
bufinels, I apprehend, is not to tutn the dung-
hill of nature, but to fuck the gofpel milks
Dwell much, it not altogether, upon free jufiifi-
cation, throush the redemption that is in Chrift Jefus.
View the fufficiency, fulnefs, fuitablenefs, free-
nefs of his atonement and righteoufnefs; and
hide yourf(elf without delay under both. Look
at death, only as a door to let you out of mani-
fold infirmities and pains, into the arms of
Jefus, your heavenly Bridegroom. Stir up
faith, hope, and love; that is trimming your
lamp. Since laft Monday, I find the burden of
your foul upon mine ina very particular man-
ner, and I hope that I ihall not ceafe to p?y.
or
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for you, that you may go not orily calmly, but
joyﬁzylgf, the w};; of 'legﬁe(h. I have got fome
praying fouls to {hare with me in that profitable
work, and I hape you will meet our ipirits at
the throne of grace as we do yours.

Let me have the comfort of thinking, that
you are with your Phyfician, Hufband, and all;
who will order all things for the beft. Pray
hard, believe harder, and love 'hardeft. Let the
ay of your foul be, “ None but Jefus living,
none Lut Jefus dying.” Let Chrift be your
life, and then death, whether it comes fooner or
lter, will be your gain. '

Mr. Glazebrook waits for thefe lines, and I
onclude by -again entreating you to belicve,
Oqu believe, faid Jefus to the Ruler,—and faith
will work by love, and love by a defire to depart
and to be with Chrift.  God the Father, Son,
ad Holy Ghoft, blefs, uphold, and comfort
you! Farewell, and forget not to pray for
your helplefs friend, 1. F. )

Mifs

' My very dear Friend,

THE providence of our good

God brought me fafe here

laft Thurfday, loaded with a fenfe of your ex-
ceflive kindnefs, and my exceflive unworthinel(s
of it. Your Araunah-like fpirit fhanies and

diftrefles me: I am not quite fatisfied about ¥Gas; &

evafions with refped to the bill; and tho’ I gty
It more bleffed to give than to receive, I th
You thould not be fo felfilh as to engrofs alf
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that bleflednefls to yourfelf. Néverthelefs I
drop my upbraidings not to lofe that time in
them which I fhould fave to thank you, and to
¥raife Jefus. I thank you, then, for all”your
avours, but above all for your fecret prayers
for a poor, unworthy, unprofitable wretch, who
deferves neither the name of a Minifter, nor of
a Chriftian. If you are fo kind as to. continue
them, (which I earneftly beg you will) I be-
feech you pray, that I may have power to tarry
at the footftool of divine mercy for a day of
Pentecoft, till I am endued with power from on
high for the work of the miniftry, and the
bleifings of Chriftianity.

I know not whether I am wrong in this re-
fpe&t, but I expeé a power from on high to
make me what I am not—an inftrument to thew
forth the praifes of the Redeemer, and to do -
fome good to the fouls of my fellow creatures.
Until this power comes, it appears to me that I
fpend my paltry ftrength in.vain, and that I
might as well fit ftill. ~But I know I muft keep
rowing tho’ the wind be contrary, till jefps
comes walking upon the waters, tho’ it were-in
the laft watch of the night. S

You fee that while you praife on the top of
- the mountain, I hang my untuned harp on the
mournful willow at the "bottom. But Jefus was
in Gethfemane as well as on Tabor, and while
he blefles you, he {ympathizes with me. But
this is fpeaking too much about felf; good and
bad felf muft be equally denied, and He that is
the fulnefs of Him who fills all in all, muft fill
my thoughts, my defires, my letters, and my all.
Come then, Lord, come and drop into our fouls

. as
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as the dew into Gideon's fleece; drop thy blef-
fing on thefe lines, and may thy {weet name,
Jesus, EmmanverL, Gop wiTH us, be as- oint-
ment and rich perfumes poured ufqn my dear
Sifter’s foul! Spread thy wings of love-over her;
reward her an hundred fold in temporal and
fpiritual bleflings, for the tempural and fpiritual
mercies the hath beftowed upon me as thy fer-
vant; and vouchfafe to make and keep me fuch!
I want you to-write to me what you think of
the life of fuith, and whether you breathe it with-
out interriuption; whether you nevet leave that
rich palace—Chrift, to return to that dungeon,
Sfelf; what your feelings are when faith is at
its loweft ebil, and when it afts moft fowerﬁdly?
I fhould be glad alfo if you would anfwer thefe
queftions—What viéws™ have you of another

world?  What fenfe have you of the: nearnefs

of Chrift ? What degree of ‘fellowfhip with'thé
fouls neareft your heart? What particular in-
timations of "the will of God in intricate af-
fairs, and material fteps?  And whether ‘you
can reconcile the life of faith witli one’ “'r'r'or'lé
temper in the heart? I
It you are fo good as to anfwer thelt queftiors
at large, you wiﬁ oblige me more, than if you
were to fend me 200 waiftcoats and as many
pair of ftockings.—Jefus is life, love, power,
truth, and righteoufnefs. Jefus is eurs; yea,

he is over all, through all, and in us all. Ma
we fo fathom this myftery, and fo evidence the
reality of it, that many may fee, and fear, and
turn to the Lord! My kind love and thanks
wait upon your Sifters &c. Farewell in Jefus.

Pray for your obliged, unworthy fervant, I. F.
S Q Madcley,
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Madeley, Sep. 1766,
Mifs Hatton, '

My very dear Friend,
GOD wonderfully fupports your
-~ tottering clay, that he may

fill up what is lacking in your faith, Concus
with the merciful defign: arife in {pirit, {hake
off the duft of, earthly thaoughts, put on your
glorious apparel-—put on, every moment, the .
Lord Jefus Chrift. Dare to believe—on Chrilt
lay hold; wreftle with Chrift in mighty, or even
in feeble, prayer. He breaks not the bwﬁ’ﬂ
-reed; let the reed be grafted, by fimple faith, in
the true vine,—in the tree of life, and it will
bring forth glorious fruit; not onl »reﬁgnatloq-
‘but power to welcome the King dizrme of his
terrors, and turned into a meflenger of joy,

2 guide, under Chrift, to heavenly happinefi
Let not one feeble breath pafs, without carry-
ing an a& of .defire, or of faith- towards Chrift
Beitir yourfelf to lay hold on God, aud when
you find an abfolute want of pawer, be you the
more careful to lie at the gl:tl of Him, who
hath all power given him in, earth and heaven
Jor you, Farewell, my dear friend, that is, be
found in Chri'{l; for there only can we farew
whether we live or die. 1. F.

W

¥ . , " Madeleys




[ 187)
o Madeley, Jan. gth, 1767.
Mifs Hatton. E
My dear Friend, -
THE‘ alteration for the worfe I
' difcovered in your health, the
kit time I had the pleafure of feeing you, makes
me fit down to take a furvey with you of our
Ypreaching diflolution. he dream of life
will foon be over; the morning of eternity will
foon facceed. Away then with all the fhadows
oftime, Away from them to the Eternal Sub-
%ce—(o Fefus, the firft and the laft, by whom, and
whom, all things conj{g{; '
We fland on the fhore of a boundlefs ocean:
like 2 liom, comes to break our bones;
let us quietly ftrip ourfelves of our mortal robes,
tat he may de with us, as the Lord fhall per-
mt. In the mean while, let us ftep into the
ark; Chrif# is the ark. My dear friend, believe
in Jefus: believe that your fins, red as crimfon,
are made white as fnow, by the fuperior tinfture .
#of his bluod. Believe yourfelf into Chrift.
‘]Baﬁﬁmple faith, believe that he is your ever-
kRing Head; nor cam you believe a lie, for
God hath given that dear Saviour to the worft
of finners, to be received by a lively faith; and -
hath declared, that it fhal} be done unto us, ac-
«rding to our faith. If you fimply take lefus to
beyourhead,,by the myflery of faith, you will
e united to the refurregion-and the life. The
Ytternefs of death is' paft, my dear friend.
Only Yook ta Jefus: he died for you—died in -
your place—died under the frowns of Heaven,
that we might die under its fmiles. The head
;' N "Q'Z,A~“("' - m'
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was firuck off, that the members might be fpa-
red. Stand, then, in him; be found in him;
plead that he hath wrought a finlefs righteouf-
mefs for you, and : hath more than fufficiently
atoned for yau, by his cruel fufferings and ig-
-nominious death.  Regard neither unbelief nor
.doubt ; fear neither fin nor hell; chufe neither
life nor death:  all thefe are fwallowed up in
‘the immenfjty. of Chrift, and triumphed over, in
‘his crofs, « Believe, that he hath made an end
_of {in, that you are comely in him, that you are
+pardoned, accepted, and beloved of God, in the
one Mediator, Jefus Chrift. Reafon not with
the law, but only with. Him, who fays, Come, and -
det us reafon together ; though your fins be as f[carlet,
‘they fhall be as white as faow. Fight the good fight
"of fuith, ~ Hold faft your. confidence in the
atoning, fanétitying blood of the Lamb of God ;
through his blood the Accufer of the brethrea
. is caft out. - Confer no more with flelh and
"blood. Hunger and thirft after righteoufnefs;
. eat the flefh and drink the blood of the Redeem~
‘er; and live in Chrift, that you may die in
him.  Up, and be doing the work of God. Be-
dieve in Hjm, whom he hath fent: Kkifs the Som
“left.he be angry; grafp him, as :ope, who hath
‘fallen into deep waters, grafps the branch that
~hangs over him, L o
. O flumber no more!. Go meet the Bride-
“eroom. :Behold, he cometh! Trim,your lamps;
g‘ogl);)l up the veflel of your heart to the ftream-
ing wounds of Jefus, and it fhall be filled with
‘the oil of peace and gladnefs. Quit yourfelf
tlike a foldier of Jefus. "Look back to the world,
‘the things, and friends about you no more. I
o o entreat
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exreat yon, as a companion in tribulation, I charge

you, as 2 minifter, go, at every breath you draw,
according to the grace and power given you, to.
the Phyfician, who gives no ~bo§y over—that
“fays, Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wife caft
out; and, he that believeth in me, tho' he were dead,
yet frafl he live.

E’er long there will be time no more., O my
friend! fir up yourfelf to lay hold on him by
faith and prayer; and let not thofe few fands,
that remain in your glafs, flow without the
blood of Jefus. They are too precious to be
offered up to {lothful fleth, which is going to
turn out its immortal inhabitant. Gladly refign
your duft to the dufk whence it was taken, and

out fpirit to. Him who gave and redeemed. it.

k to him, in fpite of fle(h and blood, of
Sitan and unbelief; and joyfully fing the be-
diever’s fong, O death, where is thy fling # O grave,
Bhere is thy vicidy? Thanks be to Ged, who giveth
us the victory, through our Lord JFefus Chrifi? Let
your {urviving friends rejoice over you, as one
i_‘a}tllafful unto death—as one triumphing in death
itfelf, :

I am juft informed .wof dear Mifs Fragena’s
death, She caught a fever in vifiting the poor,
dick of that diftemper, and lived a week to ftand
and rejoice in dying pains. As fhe lived, fhe
died,—a burning and a fhining -light. "~ Eer
Jong you will meet her in Abraham’s bofom,
whence fhe beckens you to follow her as the
followed Chrift. Be of good cheer, be nat a-
fraid: the fame God, who helped her, wild
carry you through. Your bufinels is to comr
amend yourfelt to him—bis, to keep fake tha
o Q 3. - . wahic
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which you commit to him unto that day. Ta
"his faithfulnefs and love I commend you; and
am, My dear friend, yours in him, I."F.

) ‘ ‘ Madeley, Jan. 3oth, 1767.

Mis, Hatton, - .
- Dear Madam,
I‘Hcardvlafl night the news of
, Mifs Hatton’s death. As the
firake had long threatned you, and as fhe had,
4hro’ mercy,-long ago refigned herfelf toit; g
‘hope it hath not found you without the fhield
of refignation, patience, and confidence in God.
A fparrow, you know, falls not to the ground
.without his permiffion, mnuch lefs can a member
‘of his Son fall into the grave without his di-
ae&tion. Surely his wifdom is infallible: he
thath chofen the better part both for you and
gour.daughter ; 'he hath chofen to take her out
«oF her milery, to tranflate her to the place where
the weary are at reft, and to give you, by re-
amoving her, an opportunity of caring for your
{foul, as you cared for her body.

Now, what have you to do, Madam, but te
;put your hand upon your mouth, and fay, It i
the Lord; -he gave, and he'hath ta*en away; bleffed
:be kis holy name?! If you forrow, let it be in #ope
of meeting her fagn, all ‘glorious within and
‘without, whom you lately faw fuch a fpeftacle
‘of mortality. David obferved, in the leffon for
this morning, that the love of Jonathan had been
better to him than the love.of women., O dwell

sauch upon the .confideration of the love of
' Jelus,
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Jefus, and you will find that it far furpaffes that
.of the moft dutiful children: and comfort your-
felf by the believing thought, that Jefus lives,
lives for you, and that your .daughter lives in
him; where you will foon have the joy to meet
- her as an incarnate angel. . :
I ani, with prayers for you-and Mifs Fanny,
to whom I with much confolation in her elder,
never dying Brother, Dear Madam, Fyour un- .
worthy obliged fervant in Chrift, I. F.

Madeley, Feb. ',1 767«

James Ireland Efq.
My very dear Friend,

T HE Lord will fpare your daugh-

R : ter as long as {he can get good,
and de you and .others good by the fight of her
fufferings: when that .cup is drunk up, the will
be willing to go, and you to let her go. Re-
member ihe is the Lord’s much mere thams
yours; and that what we call dying is only

eaking the fhell of a troublefome body, that
Chrift may fully come at the kernel of the foul,
which ‘he has bought. :

. Poor Mifs Hatton died laft Sunday fortnight,
full of ferenity, faith, and love. The four laft
hours of her life were better than all her fick-
nefs. ‘When the pangs of death were upon her,
the comforts «of the  Almighty bore her tri-
umphantly through, and fome of her laft words,
‘were—*‘ Grieve not at my happine{s—this.
“¢ world is no more to me than a bit of burnt
¢ paper—Grace! ‘Grace! A finner faved! nﬂf

- 46 w.
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* wifh I could tell you half of what 1 feel and
# fee—1 am going to keep an everlafting Sab-
“¢ bath—O Death, where is thy fting? O grave,
¢ where is thy vitory? Thanks be to Ged,
“ who giveth me the viftory, through my Lord
¥4 Jefus Chrift!” . It is wvery remarkable, that
fhe had hardly any joy in her illnefs; but God
4nade her ample amends in her extremity. He
kept the firongeft cordial for the time o?' need ;
he does all things well. Blefled, for ever blef~
fed, be his holy name! . - . .

~ Worcefterfhire alfo lately loft a wife wirgin

of a truth, dear Mifs Fragena, Mr. Biddulph’s

fifter. - The morning betore fhe expired, the
faid, ¢ I have had a ftronger conflict laf night,
“¢ than I ever had in all my life; it was {harp
< and terrible; but Jefus hath overcome, and
$ he will alfo overcome for you and me: be of

“ §ood courage, believe, hope, love, and obey.” .

with you had eften fuch meetings as that
you mention; every one {hould have as man
thrufts at that orooked ferpent, that koly Devil,
Bigotry, as he can. If I can leave my parith, I
fbc%icvc it will be to accompany Lady Hunting-
-don to the Gofhen of our land,—Yorkfhire, to

learn the love of Chrift at the feet of my bre-

thren and fathers there. - { am obliged to you
for the prefent you mention: I have taken a-
gain to the drink of my country, water, which
agrees well with me, and I {hall not want it for
myfelf: if it is not fent, diminith or ftop it ac<
cording to this motices Farewell in the Lord
Jefus. 1. E. ‘

’

- Madeley,
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Madeley, Feb. 1767.
Mifs Braino o T N o - )
T'H my friend Ireland will not
X : gruogge mz the room I‘takéin his let-
- ter, to thank you for your laft. It is travelling
about, feeking its fortune, as well, as the firft:
who knows but before it comes home, it will,
like a baited hook, bring a fith along with it,
I hope you. go on and profper, and do valiantly.
I am glad to fee the Lord leads you. in the ex-
alted way of exulting faith, triumphant hope,
and rapturous love : mount higher and higher;
there is no fear of your lofing yourfelf, except
it be in the boundlefs tracks of divine mercy,
and on the eternal hills of redeeming love; and
2o be loft there is to be happily found. I rejoice
that you do not lofe fight of the depth of hu-
anan mifery, and depravity qut of Jefus. With
this ballaft, the ftrongeft blafts of fpiritual rap.
ture will never overfet you. . I alfo thank God,
that your faith works by lovg, and. that you love
not in pen and word only, but in, deed and in
-druth: fee that you. abound herein more and
~more, As I truft you love to do well to your
neighbours bodies, 1ee that you ufe well that of a
.neighbour of mine, whofe name is Brain, and
.put her in remembrance to pray for he¢r affec~
-tionate brother and unworthy fervant, I. F.

o,

ol ot

Madeley,

e



{194
Madeley, March 3oth, 1763

Jamgs Treland Efg.
My very dear Friend,

YESTERDAY I received your
kind letter, arrd your kind pre-
fent about a month ago: it came fafe, and is2
large ftock for the poor and me. The Lond
zeturn i you in living water; may it flow like
a never tailing fltream through your feul, and
¢thole of all who are near and dear to you; that
s, net enly thofe who bejong to your ewn
houfehold, but alfo to the heulchold of kith.
What a pleafure to love all, and to be 2 well
wiiher to all! Iam glad you keep up your ca-
tholick meeting : a dozen of your way of think-
ing and a&ting would break the legs of that
thicf, Bigotry, who reviies the crucitied mem-
Pbers of the crucified Jefus. God, who wouch-
fafed to meet even Baliam, when -he went to
curfe Hrael, will not fail to blefs you, when you
£o to blels the fcattered Ifracl of our Chrift.

To return to your prefent; ¥return you my
‘fmeere thanks for it, a3 well as for all your
former favours, and for your kind offess of new
ones. 1 have one to alk now, which is, that
.you would ftay your hand, and allow me to
confume and wear out the old prefents, without
gvercharging me with mew ones. 1 do not fay,
ftay your beart; no, let ¢he oil of prayes flow
from the cruife of your foul for me and mine,
1ill our poor veflels are filled with the oil of
humble love.

What you fay about Mifs Ireland’s filling
puts me mn mind of that wurfe difeafe of my

ﬂi , heart,
3 TN ;
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heart, the draply of felf. God gives me ﬁool ,
{, phyfick and . ?03' Tood, but inftead of digefting
both properly, [elf retains what it fhould net.
1 fll, inftead of remaining empty for frefh food;
I'lofe my appetite, I {well, and am good for no-
thing but another operation: May the Lord fo
tap us, that all our {welling m;y go down, and
return no more! The good Samaritan, who is
dlfoa good Phyfician, wants to tap you fpiritu-
dly by the bodily tapping of your daughter.
To be cut in the Truit of our body is, fometimes,
more painful than to be cut in our own body:
may both fhe and you reap the fruit of the
fuccefsful  gperation " whenever it takes place’!
lam, with cardial affe@tion, My dear Sir, your
very nlmch abliged, tho’ very unworthy fer-

vat, 1. F. ' o

Madeley, April 27th, 1767,

Yemes Yreland Efg.
. My very dear Friend, -

I Have juft received your letter,
¥ upon my arrival-from Wales, .
with dear Lady Huntingdon, who is, of a truth,
tried flone, built upon the cormer ftone; and - .
fuch as you have feen her, fuch, I am perfuaded
}ou will find her to the {affl—a foul devoted to
Jefus, living by faith, going to Chrift himfelf
y the fcriptures, inftcaf of refting in the letter -
gf the gofpel promifes, as too many profeffors
0, T

I thank you for your care to procure not oy
2 fupply for my church, but fuch -an agreeabih
' a

]
;" .
-m
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acceptable, and profitable one as Mr. Browns.

I know none that {hould be more welcome than
he. Tell him, with a thoufand thanks for his
condefcenfion, that I deliver.my charge over to
hin fully, and give him a carte blanche, to do
~ or mot to do, as the Lord will dire® him. I
have fettled it, that I {hould endeavour to over-

take my Lady at KepFax in Yorkfhire againft

the Sunday after Whitluntide.

I have juft time to tell you, with 'reﬁard to

the Briftol journey, that I muft come firlt from
the North, before I dream of going to the South.
God help us to fteer immoveably to the grand
point of our falvation, Jefus the crucified: to him

1 recommend myfelf and you, and my noble

guefts. Love him, praife him, ferve him, who .

hath loved you, bought you, and died for you.
I remain & I. F. o :

Madeley, July goth, 1768

James Ireland Efg. -
. My dear i‘lriend, .
UNCERTAIN as I am, whether
. your daughter is yet alive, or
whether the Lord hath called her from this vale
of darknefs and tears, I know not .what to fay
to you on the fubjeét, but this, thatf‘our hea-
venly Father appoints all things for the beft.
If her days of fuffering are prolonged, it is to
honour her, with a conformity to the crucified
Jefus; if they are {hortened, {he will have drunk

[

all her cup of affliGion; and, I flatter myfelf,

that {he has found, at the bottom of it, not the
. . o bittemeﬁ;
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" bitternefs and the gaul of her fins, but the hos
ney and wine of our divine Saviour’s righteoufs
nefs, and the confolations of his Spirit.

I had lately fome views of death, and it ape
ared to me in the moft brilliant colours.
What is it to die, but to open our eyes after the
difagrecable dream of this life, after the black
fleep in which we are buried on this earth? kt
is to break the prifon of corruptible fleth and
blood, into which fin hath caft us; to draw
afide the curtain, to caft off the material veil,
“which prevents us from feeing the Supreme
Beauty and Goodnefs face to face. It is to quit
our polluted and tattered raiment, ta be invefted
with robes of honour and glory; and to behold
the Sun of righteoufnefs in brightnefs, without
an interpofing cloud. O my dear friend, how
lovely is death, when we look at it in Jefus
Chrift! To die, is one of the greateft privileges
of the Chriftian. .
If Mifs Ireland is ftill living, tell her, a thou-
fand times, that Jefus is the refurre@ion and the
life; that he hath vanqutthed and difarmed
death; that he hath brought life and immortali-
ty to light; and that all things are otirs, whes
ther life or death, eternity or time. Thefe are
thofe Ereat truths upon which fhe ought to rifk,
or rather to repofe her foul with full affurance.
Every thing is thadow and a lie, in comparifon
of the reality of the gofpel. . If your dawvghter
be glezgd, believe in Je[%g, and you fhall find her
again in him, who fills all in all, who encircles
the material and fpiritual world in his arms—

in the immenfe bofom of his Divinity. ,
- 1 have not time to write to Mis., Ireland;
R . but
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buf I éntreat her to keep her promife, and to
inform me what viétories {he has gained over
the world, the fleth, and fin. Surely when a
daughter is dead or dying, it is high time for a

father and a mother to die to all things below, .

and afpire, in good earneft, to that eternal life,
which God has given us in Jefus Chrift. Adieu,
my dear friend. Youys, 1. F.

James Ireland Efg.
My very dear Friend,

I Think I told you at Trevecka,
that we had no farmers at Ma-
deley who feared God. and loved Jefus. This
generation among us are buried in the furrows
of their ploughs, or under the heaps of corn
which fill their granaries. Now that Iam on

the fpot, I do not fee vne who makes it necefla-'

ry for me to change my opinion:* Your bailiff
cannot come from this Nazareth, ,
If the laft efforts of. the phyficians fail with
refpe@ to Mifs Ireland, it will at.leaft be a
confolation to you, to know that they have been
tried. When the- laft reed fhall break under
her hand, that will be the great fignal to her to
embrace the crofs and the Crucified, the tree of
life and the fryits it bears, which give everlaft-
_ ing health and, vigour. When we confider
things with an evangelical eye, we dilcover that
every thing dies. - Things vifible are all tranfis
: ‘ tory;

*Thank God this is not now the chara&er of all the farmers.

of Madeley :  Editor,

Madeley, O&. 14th, 1768,
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tory; but invifible ones abide for ever. If
Chrift is our life and our refurretion, it is of
little importance whether we die- now, or 3e
years hence: and if we die without embracing
bim, by dying now, we fhall have abufed his
mercies 30 years lefs, than if we had lived fo
many years longer. Every thing turns out
well, both life and death, our own and that of
thole who are near to us.
" Prefent my refpeéts to your fon, and tell him,
that laft week I buried three younlg perfons of a
malignant fever, who, on the fecond day of
their illnefs, were deprived of their fpeech and
fenfes, and, on the fifth, of their lives. Of what
avail are youth and vigour when the Lord lifts
his finger? - And {hall we fin againft the eter-
nal power, the infinite love, the inexorable jul-
tice, and the immenfe goodne(s of this God,
who gives us, from moment to moment, the
“breath” which is in our noftrils? No—we will
employ the precious gift in praifing and blefling
this geod God, who is our Father in Jefus
. Chrift. ) .
I hope that you learn, as well as I, and better
than I, to know Jefus in the Spirit. I have
known him after the flefh, and after the letter;
I ftrive to know him in the power of his Spirit,
Under the divine charaéter of a quickening Spi-.
rit he is every where. All that live, Live in
Him, and they who are fpiritually alive have a
double life. "The Lord give us this fecond life
more abundantly! Yours, I. F.

"Ra Madeléy,
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: , Madeley, Dec. 5th, 1768.

Mifs Ireland. ‘

.'My dear affli®ed Friend,

1 Hear you are returned from the

: laft journey you took in fearch

of bodily health. Your heavenly Father fees

fit to deny it you, not becaufe he hateth you,

(for whom the Lord loveth he chajteneth) but becaufe

health and life might be fatal fnares to your

foul, out of which you could not efcape, but by

tedious illnefs, and an early death. :Who

knows alfo, whether by all you have fuffered,

and- ftill fuffer, our gracious Lord does not in-

“tend to kill you to the fleh and to the world,

and both to ‘you? Befides, our hearts are fo

ftupid, and our'infcnﬁbility fo great, that the

Father of our Spirits fees” it neceffary to put

fome of his fharpeft, and longeft thorns into our
fle(h, to make us go to our dear Jefus for the
balmy graces of his Spirit.

I beheve fome are driven out of all the re-
fuges of crafty, and indolent nature, only by
the neareft and laft approaches of that faithful
minifter and fervant of Chrift,—Death. Of this
1 had a remarkable inftance no later than laft
Monday, when God took to himf{elf one of my
poor afflicted parithioners, a boy of fifteen years
of age, who was turned out of the infirmary
“two years ago as incurable. From that time he
grew weaker every day by the running of a
wound; but his poor foul did not gather
firength. In many refpeéts one would have
thought his affli¢tions were loft upon him. He
feemed to reft more in his fufferings, and in his
. .- patience

-~
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Eatience under them, than in the Saviour's
lood and rightequfnefs. Bejhg worn to a
fkeletan he took ta his death bed ; where I found
him the week before laft, with his candle burn<
ing in the focket, and no. eil feemingly in the
vellel. I fpent an hour in fetting before him.
the greatnefs of his guilt in this refpe&t, that
he had been fo long under the rod of God, and
had not been whipt out of his carelefs unbelief’
to the bofam of Jefus Chrift. | He fell under the
conviction, confefled that particular guilt, and
began to call on the Lord with all the earneft=
nels his dying frame would allow. This was.
on the Wednelday; and on the Wednefday fol-
lowing, the God who delivers thofe that are:
appointed to die, fet one of his' feet upon the:
rock,and the next Sunday the otheri He had
chiely ufed that fhort petition of the Lord’s
prayer, Thy kingdom come; and fpent his laft hours.
an teftifying, as his ftrength would allow, that
the kingdom was come, and he was going to the
King; to whom he invited his, joyful, mournfuk
mother to make the beft of her way after him.
Five or fix days before his death, my wicked,.
inbelieving heart might have faid, To what
purpofe hath God afflicted fo. long and fo- hea~
vily this poor worm? But the Lord fhewed,.
that he had been all that while driving the
{pear of coftfiderauon and conviétion, till at laft
it touched him in a fenfible part, and made him
ay to the Saviour in earneft. And whe- ever:
called upon him in vain? No. one.. Not evemn.
that poor indolent collier boy, who. for twaws
years would not fo. much as crofs the way to heag’
+ me preach, Yet how good was the Lord L bes

R 3 canfé
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caufe his body was too weak to bear any ter
rors in his mind, he (hewed him mercy without.
The moment I heard him pray and faw him
feel after a Saviour, my fears on his account va-
nithed ; and though he had not been fuffered to
teltify fo clearly of God’s kingdom, yetl thould
ll:ave had a joyful hope that God had taken him
ome.

Like the poor youth and myfelf, you have
but one enemy, my dear friend—an indolent,
unbelieving heart ; {ut the’ Lord hath driven 1t
to a corner, to inake you cry to him, who hath
been waiting at the door all thefe years of trou-
ble, to bring you pardon, peace, and eternal
life, in the midft of the pangs of bodily death.
Jefus is his ‘name. Salvation and' love are his
nature. He is the Father of -etérnity—your
Father of courfe. All the love, that is in Mr
Ireland’s breaft, is nothing to the abyfs of love,
that is in your Creator’s ieart. A mother my
forget her fucking child; but I will not forget
thee, fuys ke, to every poor diftreffed foul, that
claims his help. -~ +

O fear not my friend, to fay, I will arife and
go to this Father, though I have finned greatly
againft heaven, and in his fight. Lo, he rifes
and runs to meet and embrace you, He hath
already met you in the virgin’s wom!y there he
did fo' cleave to your fleih ‘and - fpirit, that he
alfumed boh-and wears them as a pledge’ of love
to you. Claim, in return; ¢laim, as you ¢l
his blood and fpirit. Both are now the proper-
ty of every dying finner, that is not above Ié*
geiving, by faith, the unfpeakable gift,
= ““¥our father has ¢roffed the fea for you=Jefus

R [V has
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has done more. He hath croffed the abyfs, that
lies between heaven and earth, hetween the
Creator and the !creature. He has waded
through the fea of his tears, blood and agonies,
not to take you to the phyfician at Montpelier,
but to become your Phyfician and Saviour him-
{elf—to fupport you under all your bodily tor-
tures, to an&ig all your extremities, and to
heal your foul by his multiplied ftripes. Your
father has fpared no expence to reftore you to
health; but Jefus, who wants you idt your prime,
hath fpated no blood in his veins, to wath you
from your fins, write your pardon, and feal your
title to glory. ‘

O my- friend delay not cheerfully to furren-
der yourfelf to this good Shepherd. He will
gladly lay you on thearm of his' power, torn as
youare with the bruifes of fin and 'difeafe, and
#ill carry you triumphantly to his heavenly
fheepfold. L)ok not at ‘your fins, Wwithout be-
holding his blood and righteoufnefs. Eye not
death, but to behold ‘through that black door
l:ourgracious Saviour faying, Fear not, O thou of
tttle faith; wheréefore doff thou doubt? Confider
not eternity, but as the palace where you are
going to enter with the Bridegroom of fouls,
and reft from all your fins and miferies. View
not the - emning law of God, but as made
honourab®® by Him, who was a curfe for you,
and bore the malediction of the law, by hang-
ing, bleeding, and dying on the curfed tree in
your place. If you think of hell, let it be to
g;téyou’ in mind to believe, that the blood of

incarnate -'hath quenched its devourin
* fHames, If you have no -comfort, miftruﬂj’x}o
L efu
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Jefus on -that account; on. the contrary, -take
advantage from it to give greater glory to God,
by believing, as Abraham, in hope azainl hopes
And let this be your greateft comfort, that f -
fus, who had all faith and .patience, cried out
for you in his dying moments—My God, my God,
why haft thou forfaten me! As your ftrength will
bear exertion, and his grace apprehended will
allow, furrender yourfelf conftantly to him as
the purchafe of his blood, and invite him ear-
neftly to you as a'poor worm perithing without
him. In this {imple, gofpel way, wait the
Lord’s leifure, and he will comfort your heart.
He will make all his goodnefs to pafs before
you here, or take you hence to {hew you, what
you could not bear in flefh and, blood, the di-
- re beams of the uncrgated beauty of your hea-
venly Spoufe. L -

I hope you take care to have little, or nothing
elfe mentioned to and about you, but his praifes
and promifes. Your tongue and ears are goin
to be filent in the grave—now, or never, ufe
‘them to hear and Ipeak good of his name.
Comfort your weeping friends. Reprove the
backfliders. Encourage feekers. ater, and
you fhall be watered. - Death upon you makes
you, through Chrift, a mother in Ifracl. Arife,
as Deborah. Remember the praying, believing,
Ercaching, though dying thief: afl be not

fraid to drop a word for him who openeth a
fountain of blood for you in his. dying tortured
ody. Suffer, live, .die, at his feet—and you
will foon revive, fing, and reign in his bofom
for evermore. Farewell in the Conqueror of
death,.and Prince of Life, L F.

<.,

U Madeley, .
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Madeley, March 26th, 1769,

Jumes Ireland Efg.
' My dea?' Friend,

THE Lord is defirous of ma-
king you a true difciple of
his dear Son, the Man of forrows, by fending you
afiGtion upon afflition. A fifter and a wife
who appear to haften to the grave, in which you
have fo lately laid your only daughter, places
ou in circumftances of uncommon affli€tion,
But in this fee the finger of Him, who works all
in all, and who commands us to forfake all to
follow him. Believe in him; believe that he
does all for the beft, and that all fhall work for
good to thofe who love him, and you fhall {ee
the falvation -of God; and, with your temptati-
onsand trials, he fhall open a door of delivers
ance for you and yours. His goodnefs to your
daughter” ought to encourage your faith and
eonfidence for Mrs. Ireland. gffer her upon
the altar, and you fhall fee, that, if it be beft for
her and you, his grace will fufpend the blow;

- which threatens you.

Your rich prefent of meal came laft week, and
fhall be diftributed to the pious poor agreeably
to your orders, as a proof that Jefus, the {iberal
Jefus, the HPead of life is indeed rifen and lives

- in his m&hbers, who mutually aid and comfort

each other, Weare happy to receive yout
bounty, but you ar¢ more happy in beﬁozvin .
it upon us; witnefs the words of Jefus—I¢ 1s

wore-blefled to give, than to receive. I‘Ievertht:lefs‘,'jr

Teceive bz'ufaith the prefents of the Lord, the’
gifts of his Bpirit, and reje® not ‘the b{‘ﬂ
, . whi

-
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which cometh down from heaven, becaufe the
Lord gives it you with fo much love, Adieu,
The God of peace be with you, arid prepare you
for whatever 1t {hall pleafe him to appoint!

. I ihall be obliged to go to Switzerland this
year or the next, if I live, and the Lord per-
mits. I have there a brother, a worthy man,
who threatens to Jeave his wife and children to

come and pay me a vifit, if I do not go and fee

him myfeif. " It is fome time fince our gracious
God has convinced him of fin, and I have by
me fome of his letters which give e great ples-
fure: this circumftance has more wuiit with me
than the fettlement of my affairs.  Your L. F

Madqléy, May 27th, 1769.

James Ireland Efg.
~ My dear Friend,

] Sympathize with you with all
: -~ my heart, and I pray that yov
may have patience and wifdom proportioned t0
your difficulties. You mulft take .up your crofsy
and pray in fecret, like a man whofe earthly
cifterns are broken on every fide, and who hath
need of confolation from feeling the fountain
of living waters fpringing up in h#% foul unto
eternal life. I have every momen¢fineed t0
follow the advice I give 1o you; but my carnal
mind makes ftrong refiftance. 1 mulft enter into

life by death: I muft be crucified on the croff

of Chrift, before I can live by the power of his

refurre&ion.  The Lord give us grace to die tQ.

ourfelves; for it is not enough to dje to aur
: ) : relatives.

-
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relatives, Bleffed indeed is that union with
Jefus Chrift, by which a believer can caft upon
that rock of ages, not only his burdens, but
himfelf—the heavieft burden of all. O Lord
give us power to believe with that faith, which
works by the prayer of confidence and love!
Iam & L. F.

Madeley, Dec. 30th, 1769.

James Ireland Efg.
‘ My dear Friend,

LAST night I received your

obliging letter, and am rea-

dy to accompany you to Montpelier, provided
you.will go with me to Nyon. I fhall raife
about 20 guineas, and with that fum, a gracious
Providence, and your purfe, I hope we {hall
want for nothing: If the Lord f{ends me, I
“{fhould want nothing, tho’ I had nothing, and
tho’ my fellow-traveller was no richer than
myfelf. .

I hope to be at Briftél foon to offer you m
fervices to pack up. You defired to have a Swils
fervant, and Loffer myfelf to you in that capa-
city; for I {hall be no more afhamed of ferving
you, as far as I am capable of doing it, than I
am of wearling your livery. L :
- Two reafons, (to fay nothing of the pleafure
of your company) engage me to go with you to
Montpelier—a defire to vifit fome poor Hugo-
nots in the South of France, and the need I
have to recover a little French, before I go to
converle with my conpatriots. Th :
o e
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The Prieft at Madeley is going to open his
mafs-houfe, and I have declared war on that
account laft Sunday, and propofe to firip the
. Whore of Babylon and expofe her nakednefs to
. “~horrow. All the Papifts are in a great ferment,
¢ and they have held mestings to confult on the

occafion. One of their bloody bullies came to
s pick up,” as he faid, a quarrel with me, and
what would have been the confequence had not
.1 providentially had company with me, I know
not. How far more their rage may be kindled
to morrow I don’t know; but I queftion whe-
ther it will be right for me to leave the field in:
thefe circumftances. I forgot to mention, that
two of our poor ignorant churchmen are going
to join the mafs-houfe, which is the caufe of my
having taken up arms alfo. Farewell. Yi)ur;

Trevecka Jan. 13th, 1770.

James Ireland Efq. )
' My dear Friend,

¥ ¥ Know not what to think of

our journey. My heart fre-

quently recoils; I have loft all hopes of being

able to preach in French, and I think if I could,

they would not permit me. I become more

ftupid every day; my memory fails me in a fur-
prifing manner. ¥ am good for nothing, but to

go and bury myfelf in my parifh. I have thofe

touches of mifanthropy which make folitude my

element: judge, then, whether I am fit to go

into the world. On the other hand, I fear that
o your
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your journey .is undertaken partly from com-

Pplaifance to me, and 'in confequence of the en-
.gagement we made to go together. I acquit
you of your promife, and if your bufinefs does
Mot really demand your prefence in France, I
-beg you will not think of going there on my
.account. The bare idea of giving you trouble
would make the journey .ten times more dif-
-agreeable to me than the feafon of the year.

The day after I wrote to you, I preached the
fermons againft popery, which I had promifed '
~to my people: and Mr. S—t—r called out
{everal times in the church yard as the people
went out of church, that, ¢ there was not one
-word -of truth in-the whole of my difcourfe, and
that he would prove it,” and told me, that,
¢ he would produce a Gentleman, who fhould
anfwer my fermon, and the pamphlet I had dif-
tributed.” .I was therefore obliged to declere
in the church, that I thould not quit England,
and was only going into. Wales from whence I
would return foon to reply to the anfwer of
Mr. S—t—r and the Prieft, if they fhould offer
any. I am thus obliged to return to Madeley,
by my word fo publickly pledged, as well as to
raife a little money for my journey. Were it
not for thefe circumftances, I believe I {hould
pay you a vifit at Briftol, notwithftanding my
mifanthropy.

The hamper, which you mention, and for
which I thank you, provided it be the laft, arri-
ved t}u-ce days befere my departure; but not
knowmg what it was, nor for whom it was in-
{ended, I put it in my cellar without opening it.

want the living water rather than cyder, and

S righte-

:
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righteoufne(s more than clothes. I fear, how-
ever, left my unbelief {hould make me fet afide
the fountain whence it flows, as I did your ham-
per. Be that as it may, it is high time to open
the treafures of divine mercy, and to feek in
the heart of Jefus for the f;)rings of love, righ-
teoufnefs, and life. The Lord give us grace fo
to feck that we may find, and be enabled to fay
with the woman in the gofpel, I have found the
picce of filver which I had loft, '

If your affairs do not really call you to
France, I will wait until Providence and grace,
fhall open a way for me té the mountains of
Switzerland, if I am ever to fee them again.
Adieu. Give yourfelf wholly to God. A divids
ed heart, like a divided kingdom, falls naturally,
by its own gravity, either into darknefs, or into
fin. My heart’s defire is, that the love of Jefus
may fill your foul and that of your unworthy,
anc{ greatly obliged fervant, 1. F.

Mrc ——— et e e -
My dear Friend,

MY delay has, I hope, driven

you to the Lord who is our

Urim and Thummim, whofe aniwers are infallis

bly true and juft. Not fo thofe of inen: never-

thelefs, the Lord generally helps us by each

(l)'ther: may he, therefore help you by thefe
ines.

You got fafe out of Egypt with gladnefs, and

now yéu feem entangled in the wildernefs; but "

it may be needful for the trial of your faith,
patience, felf-denial &c that you fho_uldl l;e
- * € t’
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left, for awhile, to feel your own barrennefs,
Therefore hold faft what you have, till the Lord
comes with more; equally avoiding difcouraging
_thoughts, and flight indifference. Retire more
inwardly, and quietly liften to what the Lord
~will fay concerning you; refufing creature com-
forts, and adting faith in God your Creator,
Chrift your Redeemer, and the Spirit your
Comforter.

You have always a feeling, which, properly
attended to, would make you fhout, I am, I am
out of hell! I beg that this wonderful mercy
- may not appear cheap to you: if it does, you
have got up, and muft come down; for it is
¥roper that the Lord fhould bring down your
pirit, and keep you upon crumbs, till you have
learned to be thankful for them.

At the firft reading your letter, thefe things
firuck me, (1) You are wanting in the venture
of faith: you do not give enough to that kind
of implicit confidence in Chrift, which fays, I
will truft in thee, tho’ thou flay me. Now this is a
lefflon which you muft learn.. Sink or fwim, a
believer muft learn to caft himfelf headlong
into the boundlefs fea of divine truth and love.
(2) You have not learned to hold faft what you
‘have, and to be thankful for it, till the Lord
comes with more : till he baptizes you with the
Holy Ghoft and with fire. (3) You do not
make a proper ufe of the joy of hope, which, ne-
verthelefs, is to be your firength, till the Lord
comes to his temple to make his abode there.
Adie‘u' I. FO A

- . Sa Madeley,

-~
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Madeley, Sep. 6th, 1772+

Mr. Henry Brooke.-
Dear Sir,

EF to do'was as prefent with

me, as to wifh, you would

have been half ruined in the Poftage of Letters.
I cannot tell you how often I' have thought of
thanking you for your kind letter. My cons
trover{fy made me put it off fome time, and
when I was ?oing one day to anfwer you;, &
clergyman called upon me, read your letter,
faid you were a fenfible author, and if I would
let him have it, he would let me have your
Fool of Quality, of which I had’ never heard. I
forgot' to-take your dire&ion, and my backward-
nefs to writing had a very good excufe to in=
dulge itfelf. However, it ceafes now: after
fomme months, my friend has fent me back your
unexpeéted, But welcome favour. I know in
what ftreet you live; a thoufand thanks for it;
and a thoufand more for the amiable charaéter
of your Harry, my kind, my new correfpon-
dent. May this {heet convey them warm from
mny heart to yours; and thence may they return
like a thoufand  drops into that immenfe ocean
‘of goodnefs, truth, love, and delight, whence
come all the ftreams, which gladden the umi-
verle, and ravith the city of Gad.

I thankfully accept the pleafure, profit, and
honour of your correfpondence. But I muf¥
not deceive you: I have not yet learned the
bleffed precept of our Lord in refpet of wri-
ting and receiving letters, I ftill find it more
blelled to receive, than to give; and till Ihave

. ~ got

T dpavecry
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ot out of that felfilhnefs, never depend on a
etter from me till you fee it, and be perfuaded,
neverthelefs, that one from you will always be
welcome.

I {ee, by your works, that you love truth, and
that you will force your way through all the
“ barriers of prejudice, to embrace it in its meaneft
drefs. That makes me love you. I hope to
improve by your example and your leffons.
One thing I want truly to learn, that is, that
creatures and vifible things are but fkadows, and
that God is God, Jehovah, the true eternal fub-
ftance. To live ﬁra&ically in this truth is to
live in the fuburbs of heaven. Really to be-
lieve, that in God we live, move, and have our
being, is to find and enjoy the root of our ex-
iftence : it is to flide from felf into our ariginal
principle, from the carnal into the f{piritual,
from the vifible into the inyifible, from time
into eternity. Give me, at your leifure, fome
directions, how to ceafe from bufying myfelf
about the huik of things, and how I {hall break
through the thell till I come to the kernel of
refurreétion, life and power, that lies hid from
the unbelievers fight.  You mention, ¢ A fhort
fketch of your path already paffed, and of your
prefent feelings:” I believe it will be profit
able to me for inftrufion and repreof; there-
fore, 1 fhall gladly accept it. .

Pr?, my dear Sir, about feelings;—Are you
poflefled of all the feelings of your Clinton,
. Clement and Harry? Are they natural to you,
I mean, previous to what we generally call con-
verfion? I have often thought, that fome of
the feelings, you defcribe, depend a good deal

S 3 upan
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upon the finemefs of the nexves, and bodily or~
gians: and, as I am rather of a Stoic turm, I
have, fometimes, comforted myfelf & thinking,
that my want of feelings might, in a  degree, -

proceed from the dulnefs of Swifs: merves. If I

am not miftaken, Providence dire&ts me to you

to have this important queftion folved. May

not f{ome perfons have as much true faith, love,
humanity, and pity, as: others, who are’ ten times
more affeéted, at leaft for a: feafon? And what
direétions would you give to a Chriftian Stoic,
if thefe two ideas are not abfolutely incompati-
ble. My foicifin helps me, I think, to weather .
eut a ftorm of dilpleafure, which my little pam-
phlets have raifed againft me. You fee I at
ence confult you as anr old friend and {piritual
cafuift, nor know 1 how to teftify better to you,
how unrefervedly I begin to be, my very dear
friend, Yours in the Lord.* I. F.

Madeley, Feb. 11th, 1773.

Mr. Vaughan, .
y very dear Friend,

YOUR kind letter P received in

the beginning of the week,

and your kind prefent at the end of ite For
both I heartily thank you; neverthelefs, I
could wifh it were your laft prefent, for I find
it more bleffed to give than to receive, and in
point of the good things of this life, my bc;)dy
~ oes

*Mr. Fletcher, when he wrote the al;ove. miftook Mr. Heory
Brooke Junior for Mr. Henry Brooke Senior, the Author of the
Fool of Quality.
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does net want much, and I can do with what is
more common, and cheaper. than the rarities
yeu ply me with.

Your bounty upon bounty reminds me of the
repeated mercies of our God. They follow ene
another a5 wave does wave at fea; and al to
waft us ta the pleafing fhore of confidence and
gratitude, where we cdn not only cat anchor
near, but calmly ftand on the roek of ages, and

-defy the rage of tempefts. But you complain,

you are not there: billows of temptation drive

you from the haven, where you would be, and
zou ory out ftill, O wretched man! who f{hall de-
iver me?

Here I would afk, Are you willing, really
willing to be delivered? Is your fin, is the pre~
valence of temptation, a burden too heavy for

ou to bear? If it is, if your complaint is not a

ind of religious compliment, be of good cheer,
only believe. Look up, for your redemption
draws near. He is near that delivers, that
juftifies, that fanéeifies you. €Caft your foul
upon him; an a& of faith will help you to a
lift, but one ait of faith will not do;—faith muft
be our life, I mean, in conjunition with its Grand
Objects  You cannot live by one breath; you
muft breathe on, and draw the eleftrick, vital
fire into your lungs, together with the air, .
So you muft believe, and draw the divine powa
er, and the fire of Jelu’s love, together with the
truth of the gofpel, which is the blcfled element
in which believers live. '

My kind Chriftian love to Mrs. Vaughan.
Tell her, I am filled with joy in thinking, that
though we no more ferve the fame earthly ‘r{na-.

: er,
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fier, yet we ftill ferve the fame heavenly one;
who will, e’er long, admit us to fit with' Abra-
ham himfelf, if we hold’ faft our confidence to
the end.

Beware of the world. If you have loffes, be
not caft down, nor root in the earth with more
might and main to repair them. If profperity
{iniles upon you, you are in double danger.
Think, my friend, that earthly profperity is
like a coloured cloud, which paifes away and is
foon loft in the {hades of night and death. Be-
ware of hurry, Martha, Martha, one thing is
needful. Chufe it, ftand to your choice, and
the good part {hall not be taken from you by
ficknefs or death. God blefs you and yours
with all that makes for his glory and your peace!
I am, My dear Friend, yours &c, I. %’.

Madeley, Sep. 21ft, 1773.

James Ireland Efq.
* My very dear Friend,

IDo not hear from my bro-
ther: my views of a journey
abroad continue the fame. I have confidered
what you fay about the. tranflation of my Ap-
beal ;" and, 1 think, I might from it take the
int and do it fome day: nay, I tried to turn a
aragraph or two the day after I received your
etter, but found it would be a difficult, if not
an impoffible work for me. I am fure I could
not do it abroad. On a journey I am juft like
a catk of wine—I am good for nothing till I
have fome time to fettle,
’ ' What

\
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What you- fay about: Mr. Wefley adds weight:
to your {ind arguments; but fuppofing he or
the people did not alter his mind, this would

" not {ufficiently turn the fcale in point of confci
ence, tho’ it is' already turned in point: of affec-
tion. My fpiritual circumftances are what I!
muft look at. I'am breuglit to a point: like a!
woman with child, I muft have a‘ deliverance’
into the liberty of a higher difpenfation, and I.
tremble left outward' things fhould hurt me..

- The multiplicity of objeéts, circumftances, and:
avocations, which attend travelling, is as little
fhited to my cafe, as to that of a woman with:
child. I think, that all things confidered, R
fhould' fin againft my confcience in going, un-
lefs I had a call from neceffity, or from clearer
providences. Should Mr. Wefley find a defire:
of accompax}yin’ you, I think you might fet
out with a fingle eye according to your light
and faith; and I truft the journey would be oft
fervice to both, and in that cafe my heart' fhall
go along with you. If you go, ‘pray find out,
and' converfe with the Convulfionaries, My
requeft is, that you may fee your way plain, be
fully perfuaded in your own mind, anX be led
and covered by the cloud: of divine prote&ion.

I thank ‘X,ou' for having dared to fpeak a word
for me at Worcefter, but the ftream of prejudice
ran too high for you to flopit: it was drownin
yourfelf without faving your friend, It is goos
to know when to yield.

My laft Check will be as much in behalf of
free grace as of holinefs. So I hopé upon that
plan, all the candid and moderate will be able
to ihake hands. It will be of 2 reconciling

nature;
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nature; and I call it an Equal Check to Phari-
faifm and Antinomiani{m.

I fee life fo thoit, and that time paffes away
with fuch rapidity, that I {hould be very glad
to {pend it in folemn prayer; but it is neceflary
that a man fhould have fome exterior occupa-
tion. The chief thing is to employ ourfelves

rofitsbly. My throat is not formed for the
ﬁlbours of preaching: when I have preached
three or four times together, it inflames and
fills up; and the efforts which I am then obli-

ed to make in fpeaking heat my blood. Thus

am, by nature, as well as by the circumftances
I am in, obliged to employ my time in writing
a little. O that I may be enabled to do it to
the glory of God! Let us love this good God,
who hath fo loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that we might not perift, but have ever-
lafting life. How {weet is it, on our knees, to
receive this Jefus, this heavenly gift, and to
offer our praifes and thanks to our heavenly
Father! The Lord teaches me four leffons:
the firft, is to be thankful that I am not in hell;
the fecond, to become nothing before him; the
third, to receive the gift of God—the perfon of
Jefus; and the fourth, is to feel my want of the
Spirit of Jefus, and to wait for it. Thefe four
leflons are very deep: O when fhall I have
" learned them! = Let us go together to the fchool
of Jefus, and learn to be meek and lowly in
hearte Adieu. I. F.

Madeley,



[ 219]
Madeley, Feb. 6th, 1774

jamés Ireland Efq.
My dear Friend,

IN the prefent circumftances
it was a great piece of conde-
fcenfion in dear Lady Huntingdon to be willing
to fee me privately: but for her to permit me
to wait upon her openly, denotes fuch generoﬁty,
fuch courage, and a mind fo much {fuperior to
the narrownefs that clogs the charity of moft
profeflors, that it would have amazed me, if
every thing that is noble and magnanimous was
not to be expefted from her Ladyfhip, It is
well for her that fpirits are imprifoned in fleth
and blood, or I might by this time (and it is
but an hour fince I received your letter) have
troubled her ten times with my apparition, to
with her joy of being above the dangerous
fnare of profeffors—the fmiles and frowns of the
religious world; and to thank her a thoufand
times for not being athamed of her old fervant,
and for cordially t%rgiving him all that is paft,
upon the fcore of the Lord’s love, and of my
honeft meaning.

But tho’ my mind has travelled fo faft to
Bath, on reading your letter, yet an embargo is
laid upon my body—* I muft not go yet.”
I am the more inclined to take the hint, for two |
reafons. I will tell you .all my heart about it.
The more I fee her Ladyfhip’s generofity, and
admire the faithfulnefs of the friendfhip that
fhe has for many years honoured me with, the
more I ought to take care not to bring burdens

upon her. -It might leflen her influence with
‘ thofe
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thole fhe is conne&ed with; and might grieve
fome of her friends, who poflibly would took
upon her condefcenfion as an affront to them.
“This is the firft reafon. The fecond refpeéts
myfelfs I muf follow my light. A neceflity is
laid upon ‘me to clear .iny confcience with re-
{pe& to the Antinomian World, and to peint out
the ftumbling block that keeps many ferious
people from embracing the real doétrines -of
tree grace. I cannot do this without advancing
fome truths, which I know her Ladyfhip receives
as well as myfelf, but which, by my manner of
unfolding them, will, at firft fight, appear dread-
ful touches to the golpel of the day. I am juft
fending to the prefs ¢ A Scriptural Effay upon
the aftonithing rewardablenefs of the works of
faith.,” Though it confifts only of plain fcrip-
tures, and plain arguments, without any thing
perfonal, I think it will raife more duft of pre-
judice againft me, than my preceding publica-
tions. With refpe to myfelf, I do not mind
it, but I am bound in love to mind it with re~
fpeét to her Ladyfhip. My refpeét to her La-
dyfhip, therefore, together with the preceeding
reafon, determine me to defer paying my re-
{p=&s perfonally to her, till after the publication
of my Effay, and Scripture Scales: and if {he
does not then revoke the kind leave ihe igives
. me, I ihal]l moft gladly make the beft of my
\ way to affure her in perfon, as I do now by this
indire& means, that I am, and fhall for ever be
her dutiful fervant in what appears to me the
plain gofpel of our.common Lord. .
~ The {martnefs of the letter-writer in the
Weftminfter Journal, and his bringing college
. charges
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charges againft me made me think he was prcba.
bly the Author of * The Whip for Peiagian

ethodifts,” Well; after all St. John’s love
will carry the day. If I have all faith, and
have not that I am nothing: but when you
plead for love, you plead for the chisf wort I
contend for; fo you are almoft as deep in
the mud, as I am in the mire., With love
to yourfelf, and dutiful love to our noble friend,
Iam &c I. F.

Madeley, March 27th, 1774, -

James Ircland Efq.
My dear Sir,

1 Think I wrote my laft two
days before I received your
bounty—a large hogihead of rice and two cheef-
es. Accept the thanks of our poor and mine
on the occafion. I diftributed it on Shrove
Tuefday, and preached to a numerous cungre=-
gation on, Seet ye firft the kingdom of God and his
righteoufne[s and all other things fhall be added unto
you. May you and I find the bread we fcattered
that day, tho’ it fhould not be till after many
days. We prayed for our benefaétor, that God
would give him an hundred fold in this life,
and eternal life," where life eternal will be no
burden. I faw then, what.I have not often feen
on fuch occafions, gladnefs without the appear-
ance of envying or grudging.
How kind is My Lady to offer to interpofe,
and to wige off the afperfions of my London

acculers. I had before fent my reply, which
T was
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wis only a plain narrative of two fadts, upl
which it appeared to me the capital charges wert .
founded, togethet with fome gentle expoftulatic
ons which I hope have had the defired effech’
Give my duty to the dear ele&t Lady, and thank
her a thoufand times for this new addition
all her former favours, till I have kn opportd
ni?r of doing it in perfon.
get very flowly ot of the thite of iy cofi
troverfy, and yet I hope to get over it
fpares my life, in two or three pieces mort
Since I wrote laft, I have added to my Equal
Check a piece, which I call An Effay on Truth,
or A Rational Vindication of the Do&rine of
Salvation by Faith, which I have taken the li-
berty to dedicate to Lady Huntingdon, to have
an opportunity of clearing hér Ladythip from
the charge of Antinomfanifim, I have taken
this ftep in the fimplicity of my heart, and o
due from me, in my circumftances te the ¢
ra&er of her Ladyfhip. Mr. H—t—n ’calvl“
fome time after the letter was ptinted, atid !
me, * It will not be well taken.” I hope &
ter; but be it as it will, I fhall have the fat
faction of having meant well. .
I have juft {pirit enough to enjoy ‘my foli-
tude, and to blefs God that'I am out of th¢
hurty of the world—even the fpiritual worc
I tarry gladly in Wy Jerufalem, till the king®
dom of God comes#with power, Till then it
fnatters not where I am: only as my chief c@
is here, here I gladly ftay, i1l God fits e for
the pulpit or the grave. T ftill fpend my morr=
ings in fcribbling. Though I grudge fo mv
time in writing, yet a man muit do vfom'ethlﬂgdt
: an
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’ and T may as well inveftigate truth as do any
thing -elfe, except folemn praying and vifitin
my flack. I {hall be glad to have done witg
my prefent avocation, that I may give myfelf

Up mare to thofe two things.

. Q how life goes! 1 walked, now I gallop

 1nio eterpity. The bowl of life goes yapidly
down the i{eep hill of time. Let us be wife:
tmbrace we Jefus and the refurre&ion; let us

} fim qur l;i,mps, and give ourfelves afrefh to him
that bought us, till we can do it without re-
ferves  Adiew, L F,

-

Madelgy, Jan. 1775

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley.
‘~ : My very dear Sir,.

:=4 ' I Thank you for your
L ‘& letter, and your ve-
) IY frier;dly poﬁfcript to your brother's. Iam
i 3d you did not altogether difapprove my
v &ffay upon Truth, The letter I grant profiteth -
but little, until the Spirit animates it. I had,
fome weeks ‘ago, one of thefe touches, which
talize or rather f{piritualize the letter, and it
sonvinced me more than gver, that what 1 fay,
" in that tra&, of the Spirit and of fairh is truth.
~ Tam alfo perfuaded, that the faith and fpirit,
which belong to perfe@ Chriftianity, are at a’
very low ebb, even'among believers. ~ When the
Son of man cometh to fet up his kingdom, {half
he find Chriffian faith upon the earth? Yes:
but, I fear, as little 3s he found of Jewifh fuith,
when he came in the flefh.
: T 3 I believe
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I believe you cannot reft either’ with the eafy
Antinomian, or the bufy Pharifee. You and I
have nothing to do, but to die to all that is of
finful nature, and -to pray for the power of an
endlefs life. God muke us faithful to our con-
vi¢tions, and keep us from the fnares of out-
ward things.” You are in danger from mufick,
-children, poetry; and I from {peculation, con-
troverly, floth &c &c. Let us watch againft the
deceitfulnefs of felf and {in in all their appear-
ances. :

What power of the Spirit do you find among
the believers in London? What openings of
the kingdom? Is the well fpringing up in
many- hearts? Are many fouls diffatished, and
looking for the kingdom of God in power?
Watchman, What of the night—What of the
day *—What of the dawn?

- I feel the force of what you fay in your laft,
about the danger of fo encouraging the inferior
difpenf(ation, as to inake people reft fhort of the
faith, which belongs to perfe¢t Chriftianity.
1 have tried to obviate it in fome parts of the
Equal Chect, and hope to do it more effetually,
in my reply to Mr. Hill's Creed for Perfettionifis.
Probably, I fhall get nothing by my polemick
labours, but lofs of friends, and charges of
¢ novel chimeras” on both fides. I expeét a let-
ter from you on the fubje&: write with open-
nefs, and do not fear to difcourage e, by fpeak-
ing your difapprobation of what you diflike.
My aim is to be found at the feet of all, bearing
and forbearing, until truth and love bring better
days. I am, f{ev. and dear Sir, your moft affec-
tiongte brother and fon in the gofpel, I. F.

, ' " Madeley,
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Madeley, Dec. 4th, 1775.

The Rev. Mr. Charles Weﬂcg'. )
My very dear Brother,

1 See the end of my con-

troverfial race, and I

have fuch courage to run. it out, that I think it

my bounden duty to run and ftrike my blow, and

fire my gun, before the water of difcouragement -
has quite wetted the gunpowder of my aétivity.

This makes me feem to negleét my deareft cor-

refpondents.

‘ Id age comes fafter upon me than upon you.

I am already f{o grey headed, that I wrote to

mg' brother to know, if I am not 56 inftead of
46, The wheel of time moves fo rapidly, that

1 feem to be in a new element ; and yet, praifed

be God, my ftrength is preferved far better thun

I could expeét, I came home laft night at

11 o'clock tolerably well, after reading prayers:

and preaching twice, and giving the facrament

in my own church, and preaching again and

meeting a few people in fociety at the next mar-

ket town. ;

The Lord is wonderfully gracious to me,
and what is more to me than many favours, he
helps me to fee his mercies in a clearer light.
In years paft, I did not dare to be thankful for
mercies, which now make me fhout for joy. I had
been taught to call them common mercies, and L
made as. little of them, as apoftates. do of the
blood of Chrift when they call it a common thing..
But now the veil begins to rend, and I invite:
you and all the woer, to praife God for his:
patience, truth, and loving kindnefs, which

‘ T 3 have:
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have followed me all my days, and prevented
me, not only in the night watches but in ¢he
pajt ages of eternity, O how I hate the delufion,
which has robbed me of fo many comforts!
Farewell. Iam &c, I. F.

Madeley, Feb, 3rd, 1776,

James Ifel:md Efg.
' ‘My very dear Friend,

UPON the news of your illnefs

by Mr. G——, I and many

more, helped to pray that you might be fup-
ported under your preflures, and that they
might yield the peaceable fruit of righteoufnefs.
We ihall now turn our prayers into praifes for
your happy recovery, and for the fupport the
Lord has granted you under your trial. May
it now appear that you imitate David, who faid,
1t was good for me that I was afficted. Let people
fay what they will, there are leflons which we
can never learn but under the crofs: we muft
fufter with Chrift, if we will be glorified with
him.. I hope you will take care that it may not
be faid of you as it was of Hezekiah, He rendered
not unto the Lord, according to the benefit of his re-
covery. Let us rather fay, What fhall I render
unto the Lord for all his benefts? And may we
fee the propriety and profit of rendering him
our bodies and our fouls,—the facrifices of hum-
"ble, praifing, obedient love, and warm, aétive,
cheerful thank(giving. .
A young clergyman offers to affit me: if he
dues, [ may make an excurfion fome where this
' : fpring:
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fpring: where it will be I don’t know. It may
be into eternity, for 1 dare not depend upon
tomorrow; but fhould it be your way, I ihall
inform you of a variety of family trials, which
the Lord has fent me—all for good, to break my
will in every poffible relpeét.

My little political piece is publifhed in Lon-
don,” You thank me for it before hand—I be-
lieve it is the only thanks I {hall have. It is
well you fent them before you read the book;
and yet, whatever contempt it brings upon me,
Il] think I have written the truth. If you
did read my publications, I would beg you to
it a look upon that, and reprove what appears
“toyouamifs ; for if I have been wrong in wri-
ting, [ hope I fhall not be {o exceffively wrong
snotto be thankful, for any reproof candidly
levelled at what I have written. I prepare my-
flf to be like my Lord, in my little meafure—
I'mean, to be defpifed and rejected of men—a man of
rrows and acquainted with griefi—moft reviled for
what I mean beft. The Lord ftrengthen you
in body and foul, to do and fuffer his will,
Miew,” I, F.

Madeley, March 21ft, 1 776.

Mr, Vaughan.
Dear Sir,

YOUR barrel of cyder came fafe
as to the outfide, and I hope as
o the infide too. How could you think to
Make me fuch a prefent? But I muft rather
thank you for your love and generofity, fthzig
L co



[ 28]

fcold you for your exceffive profufion. You
fhould have ftayed at leaft till cyder was ten
ihillings a ho%-{’];ead. but in fuch a year as this—
however, the Lord reward you, and return it to
you, in ftreams of livinq water, and plenty of
the wine of his kingdom!

I thought I fhould foon have done with con-
trover{y, but now I give up the hope of having
done with it before 1 die. There are three forts
of people I muft continually attack, or defend
myf{elf againft—Gallios, Pharifees, and Antino-
mians. ? hope I fhall die in this harnefs fight-
ing againft fome of them. I do not, however,
forget, that the Gallio, the Simon, and the Ni-
cholas within, are far more dangerous to me than
thofe without. In my own heart, that immenfe
field, I muft frg fight the Lord’s battles and m
own. Help me here, join me in this field. All
Chriftians are here mifitia-men, if they are not

rofefled foldiers. O, my friend, I need wif-
om——meeknefs of wifdom! A heart full of it is
better than all your cyder vault full of the moft
S:nerous liquors; and it is in Chrift for us.
go and alk for you and me, and I {hall afk for
me and you. What a mercy is’it that our Loxd
bears ftock! May we not be athamed nor afraid
to come, and beg every moment for wine and
milk, grace and wifdom.

Beigare, my friend, of the world: let not it’s
cares,nor the deceitfulnefs of it’s riches keep,
or draw you from Jefus. Before you handle the
birdlime be fure to dip your heart and hand in
the oil of grace. Time flies. Years of plenty
and of fcarcity, of peace and war difappear before
the eternity to which we are all haftening.

May
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May we fee now the winged difpatch of time,
as we fhall fee it in a dying hour; and by com-
ing to, and abiding in Chrift, our fortrefs and
city of refuge, may we be enabled to bid defi-
ance to our laft Enemy. Chrift has fully over-
come him, and by the viftory of the head, the
living members cannot but be fully vi€torious.

- Remember me kindly to Mrs. Vaughane.
That the Lord would abundantly blefs ou
both, in your fouls, bodies, concerns and chil-
dren is the fincere with of, Dear Sir, your af-
fe&ionate friend, I. F.

Madeley, May 11th, 1776.

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley.
. My dear l}S’rother.

WHAT are you do-
' intg in London?
Are you ripening as faft for the grave, as I

am ?—How {hould we lay out every moment for
God! I have had for fome days the fymp-
toms of an inward confumptive decay—ipitting
blood &¢. Thank God, I look at our laft ene=
my with great calmnefs. I hope, however, that
the Lord will {pare me to publith my end of
the controverfy, which is A Double Differtation
upon the Dodrines of Grace and Fuftice. = This
piece will, I flatter myfelf, reconcile all the
candid Calvinifts and candid Arminians, and be a
means of pointing out the way, in which peace
and harmony might be reftored to the Church.

I ftill look for an outpouring of the Spirit,
inwardly and outwardly. Should I die befzre
s that

ry
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that great day, I {hall have the eenfolation tg
fee it from afar, like Abraham and the Baptift,
and to paint it aut to thofe who thal} live, when
God does this,

- Thank God, I enjoy uninterrupted peace in
the midft of my trials, which are, lametimes, nat
afew. Joy alfo I poflefs; but I look far a joy
of a fuperior nature. The Lord beftow jt when
and how he pleafeth! I thank Ged, I feel mys
felf in a good degree dead to praile and dif=
praife: I hope, at leaft, that it is fo; becaule I
do not feel that the one lifts me¢ up, or that the
other deje&s me. I want to fee a Pentecoft
Chriftian Church, and if it is not to be feen at
this time upon earth, I am willing to go and
fee that glorious wonder in heaven. How is it
with you? Are you reidy to feize the crown
in the name of the Redeemer reigning in your
heart? - - We run a race towards the grave.
Jobn is likely tq outrun you, unlefs you have a
fwift foot, The Lerd grant we may fink decpe
er into the Redeemer’s grave, and there live and
die, and gently glide inta our own. ‘

I had lately a letter trom one of the preach=~
ers, who finds great fault with me, for having
publifbed, in my book on Perfeétion, your hymun
called, The laf Wik, He calls it dangeraus

Myfticifma. My private thoughts are, that the
truth lies between driving Methodifm and gl
Myfticifim. What think you? Read the ad~
drefles which I have added to that piece, and
tell me your thoughts. :

Let us pray that God would renew qur youth,
as that of the eagle, that we may bear fruit in
our old age. ‘The Loid fixengthen you tolt;;%

. 2t
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htl T hope I fhall fee you before my death; if
not, let us rejoice at the thought of meeting in
heaven. Give my kind leve to Mrs. Welley,
to my god-daughter, and to her btothers, who
all I 'hope, rememnber their Creator in the days
of their youth, Adieus Iam &c I. F.

Briftol, July tath, 1776,

Mr. Charles Perronet.
My very dear Brother,

HAVING an opportunity to.
: write a line to you by a
friend, whom I meet daily at the Wells, 1 gladly
embrace it to thank you for your laft tavour.
The Lord keeps me hanging by a thread; he
Weighs me in the balance for life and death:
1 truft him for the choice. He knows, far bet-
ter than I, what is beft; and I leave all to his
Unerring wifdom. I am calm, and wait, with -
fubmiffion, what the Lord will fay concerning
fte, ] wait to be baptized into all ks fulnejs,
and truft the word—the word of his grace. Afflic-
Yons and fhakes may be a ploughing necelfary
to make way for the ﬁeavenly feed, and to pre-
pare me to bring forth fome truit in life and in
death. Whether it be in the former or in the
latter, I hope I {hail live and die the obje& of
your dove, and the {ubje& of your prayers, as
You are of the cordial affection and good withes
of, My very dear Friend, your devoted brother,
and obliged companion in tribulation, I. F.

’

Madeleys
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Madeley, Aug. 18th, 1976:

James Ireland Efg.
My dear Friend,

MY breaft is always very weak,
, but, if it pleafe God, it will
in time recover ftrength. Mr. Greaves will
take all the duty upon himfelf, and I fhall con-
tinue to take reft, exercife, and the food which
was recommended to me. The Lord grant me
grace to repole myfelf on Chrift, to exercife
myfelf in charity, and to feed upon the bread
of life, which God has given us in Jefus Chrift.
We all need this fpiritual regimen; may we be
enabled to obferve it as firiétly, as we do the
bodily regimen of our earthly phyficians !

I thank you, my dear friend, for all your
favours, and all your attention to me. Your
more than fraternal love covers me with confu-
fion, and fills me with acknowledgement. What
returns fhall I make? I will drink the cup of
thank(giving, and I will blefs the name of the.
Lord; I will thank my dear friend, and wifh
him all the temporal bleffings he.conferred upon
me, and all thofe {piritual ones, which were not
in his power to beftow. Live in health—live
piouflly—live content—live in Chrift—live for
eternity—live to make your wife, your children,
your fervants, your neighbours happy, as far as
their happinefs depends on you; and may the
God of all grace give back an hundred fold to
you and your dear wife, all the kindnefles with
which you have loaded me! The Lord make
}fou happy as a father, a mafter, and a Chriftian !

he God of peace be with you without inter-

- ruption !

»
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ruption! Give me fome account of your health,
and I will inform you of the alterations which
take place in that of your obedient fervant and
devoted friend, I. F.

Madeley, Aug. 24th, 17764

James Ireland Efg.
My dear Friend,

I Have received the news of

your lofs, and of the gain of

your younger daughter. She has entered into
port, and has left you on a tempeftuous fea with
Fanny. The account of her death did not fur~
prize me: when you received that of her illnefs,
this paﬂhhge came ftrongly to my mind—7wo fhall
be in one houfe : orK/I/halI be taien, and the other left.
I recommend to Mrs. Ireland the refignation of
David when he loft his fon, and do you give
 her the example. The day of death is prefer-
able to that of our birth: 'With refpe& to in-
fants, the maxim of Solomon is indubitable.
Oh what an honour is it to be the father and
mother of a little cherubim, who hovers round
the throne of God in heavenly glory! Comfort
yourfelves, and rejoice that the Lord has taken

one, and left the other.

R—q—t dead, and buried! The jolly man,
who laft fummer fhook his head at me, as at a
v dying man! How frail are we ! God help us’
" to live fo day! to morrow is the fool’s day.
Iam glad you encourage my hopes of finding
fome at Briftol, who wil tarry, with one accord,
for a pentecoftal day of {:}w Son of man. I meet

. with
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with fome, I haepe, that feel a want of it; but
my conftant remevals prevent my- enjoying the
benefit of waiting tozether in one place. When
God fhall be about to take away the reproach of
his people, he will work a double miracle,~his
grace will prepare their hearts, and his provi-
dence their outward circumftances.

I have not.at prefent the leaft idea, that Iam
called to quit iny poft here. I fee no probabili-
ty of being ufeful in Switzerland. My call is
here, I am fure of it; .if then I undertook the
journey, it would be merely to accompany you,

dare not_gratify friendfhip by taking fuch =
ftep; and fo much the lefs, as' I bave no ‘faith
in the prelcriptions of your phyfician; and T
‘think that if health be better for us than fick~
nefs, we may enjoy it as well here as in France
-or Italy. If ficknefs be beft for us, why fhun
it? Every thing is good, when it comes from
God. Nothing but a baptifm of fire, and the
moft evident openings of Providence can en-
gage me in {uch a journey. If you believe that

rovidence calls you to make it, go and pafs
the Winter with Mr. Lee: the bare idea that
the journey will do you geod may, by God’s
blefling, Be of fervice to you. If Irejeét your
obliging offer to procure me a fubftitute, accule
not my friendihip to you, but attribute it to my
fear of taking a falfe ftep, of quitting my poft
without command, and of engaging in a warfare,
to which the Lord does not call me. My re-
fufal wounds my friendfhip for you; but 1 hope
it will not prevent your being perfuaded, that
Lam, with lively gratitude, altogether yours in

Jefus Chrift, Adieu, .1 F,
Madeley,
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Madeley, Sep. 7th, 1776,

Jemzes Ireland Ef
My vu‘)!r‘ dear Friend,
) Thank you for your kind let-
ter, and am glad you will
eontinue to oppofe bigotry, tho' I would not
have you bring a whole houfe about your ears,
for the fake of fo infignificant a creature as I
am. As many, who efpoufe the {entiments of
my oppouents, condemn me without havin
heard me out, and upon the dreadful charges
which they hear brought againft me, they are
not -much to blame; for what good man can
think well of a blafphemer, and an enemy to
the gofpel? I hope, for my part, to do what
fhall be in my power to remove prejudices, and
truft to gain fome refignation and patience, by
what I {hall not be able to remove. God is my
witnéfs, that I honour and love them, tho' I
"~ will never part with my liberty of expofing
error, wherever I {hall dete& it. 'Why might
I not endeavour to take off a fpot from a friend’s
fleeve, without running the rifk of lofing his
friendfhip, and incurring his ilt will?
" My health is, I thank God, better than when
I wrote laft. I havé not yet preached, rather
from a fenfe of my duty to my_friends, and
bigh thoughts of Mr. Greaves’s labours, (who
does the work of an evangelift to better purpofe
than I) than to fpare myfelf; for, if I am net
miftaken, I am a3 able to do my work now, as.
1 was a year ago.
A fortnight age I paid a vifit to Weft Brem-
wich: I ran away from the kindnefs of .mn
: U 2 pasit
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parifhioners, who opprefled me with tokens of
their love. To me there is nothing fo extreme-
ly trying as exceffive kindnefs, Iam of the King’s'
mind, when the people fhewed their love to
hin on his journey to Port{fmouth, * I can
bear,” he faid,  the hiffings of a London mob,
but thele {houts of joy are too much for me.”
You, my dear friend, Mrs. Ireland, Mrs. Nor-
man, and all your family, have put me to that
fevere trial, to which all trials caufed by the
hard words that have been fpoken of me are
nothing. [ return you all my warmeft thanks,
and pray that, excefs excepted, you may all
meet, in the day of your weaknefs, as kind
nurfes and benefattors as you have proved to
me. :

At our age a recovery can be huta fhort re-
prieve: let us, then, give up ourfelves daily
to the Lord, as people who have no confidence
in the flefh, and do not truft to to Morrowe——
1 find my weaknefs, unprofitablenefs, and
wretchednefs daily more and more; and the
more I find them, the more help I have to fink
into ‘felf-abhorrence. Nor do 1 defpair to fink
one day fo in it, as to die to felf and revive in
my God. Farewell. I. F, :

Madeley, Sep. 15th, 1776..
The Rev, Mr. Charles Wefley. - '
My very dear Brother,

1 Lately confulted a pious

- gentleman, near Litch-

field, famous for his {kill in the diforders gf _ t}{il‘e
) : I€aite




[ 237]

breaft.. He affured me, I am in no immediate
danger of a confumption of the lungs; and
that my diforder is upon the nerves, in confe-
quence of too much clofe thinking. He per-
-mitted me to write and preach in moderation,,
and gave me medicines, which, 1 think, are of
fervice in taking off my feverifh heats. My
fpitting of blooed is ftopped, and I may yet be
fpared to travel with you as an invalid.

If God adds one inch to my {pan, I fee my
calling. Idefire to know nething but Chrift,.
and him crucified, revealed in the Spirit. L
long to feel the urmoft power of the Spirit’s dif-
peniation; and I will endeavour to bear my
teftimony to the glory of that difpenfation, both:
with my pen and ‘tongue. Some of our inju-
dicious, or inattentive friends, will probably
charge me with novelty for it; but be that as it
will, let us. meekly ftand for the truth as it is in.
Jefus, and truft the Lord for every thing.
I thank God, I feel fo dead tq popular applaule,,
that, I truft, I fhould not be afraid to maintain a
truth againft all the world; and yet I dread to.
diffent from any child of God, and feel ready.
to condefcend to every one.. O what depths of
humble love, and what heights of gofpel truth,
do I fometimes. fee! I want to {ink into the:
former, and rife into the latter. Help me by
your example, letters, and prayers; and let us,,
after our forty years abode in the wildernefs.
with Mofes and John, break forth after our
Jothua into the Canaan. of pure Jlove. L
am & L. F. .
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Newington, Jan. 1gth, 1777

The Rev. Mr, Vincent Perronet.
Dear Father in Chrift,

I Beg you would ac-~
cept my multipli-
ed thanks for your repeated favours. You have
twice entertained me a worthlefs ftranger; and
not yet tired of the burden, you kindly invite
me, weak and troublefome as I am, to {hare in
the comforts of your houfe and family. Kind
Providence leaves me no room, at prefent, to
hang a third burden upon you. The good air
and accomodations here, and the nearnefs to a
variety of helps, joined to the kindnefs of my
friends and the weakne(s of my body, forbid me
to remove at prefent. God reward your labour
of love and fatherly offers! Should the Lord
raife me, I thall be better able to reap the bene-
fit of your inftru®ions—a pleafure, which I
promile my(elf fome time, if the Lord pleafes.

I have of late thought. much upon a method
of reconciling the Calvinifts and Arminians.
I have feen fome Calvinian minifters, who feem
inclined to a plan of pacification. I wifh I had
ftrength enough to draw the fketch of it for
- ‘your improvement. I think the thing is by no
means impraéticable, if we would but look one
- another in the face, and fall together at the feet
of Him, wio mates men to be of one mind in a houfe,
and wmade ouce all believers to be of one foul in
the Chutch. Let us pray, hope, wait, and be
. ready to caft one mite of endeavour towards the
" blefling of a reconciliation; in which none
~could be gyore glad to fecond you, than, Ho-
' a ’ naured

3
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noured and dear Sir, ¥our affe&tionate, obliged
fon in the gofpel, I. F.

Newington, Jan. 19th, 1777.

Mifs Perronet.
Dear Madam,

I Thank you for your care and

kind nurfing of me when at

Shoreham ; and, efpecially, for the few lines you
have favoured me with. They are fo much the
more agreeable to me, as they treat of the one
thing needful for the recovery of our fouls—
the {pirit of power, of love, and of a found
mind; together with our need of it, and the
frand promife that this need {hall be abundantly
upplied—fupplied by a baptifmal outpouring
of that Spirit of life m Chrift Ze/u:, which makes us
. free from the law of fin and death. May we hunger
and thirft after righteoufnefs in the Holy Ghoft,
and we fhall be filled. May we fo gome to our

" firft Paraclete, Advocate, and Comforter, as to
receive the Second, as an irdwelling and overflow-
ing fountain of light, life, and love. My view of
this myftery is, I truft fcriptural. The Father
fo loved the world, as to give us the firft Advo-
cate, Paraclete, and Comforter, whom we love
and receive as our Redeemer. The firft Advo-
cate has told us, it was expedient that he fhould
leave us, becaufe in that cafe, he would fend
another Advecate, Paraclete, or Comforter, to

abide with us, and be in us for ever, as our Sanfti- -

Jfier, our Urim-and Thummim, our lights and per-
fections, our oracle and guide. This is the grand
- . promife

..
&

4
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promifée to Chriftians;—called the gow'fo of the
Father, and brought by the Son. may it be
fealed on our hearts’ by the Spirit of promife!
May we ever cry, -

« Seal thou our breafts, and let us wear
That pledge of love for ever there!”

Then we {hall be filled with pure, perfeét love;
for the love of the Spirit perfeéts that of the
Father and Son, and accomplifhes the myftery of
God in the believing foul. Come then, let us
look for it; this great falvation draws nigh.
Iet us thank God more thankfully, more
joyfully, more humbly, more penitently, for
Chrift our firft Comforter; and hanging on his
word, let us ardently pray for the fulnefs of his
Spirit, for the indwelling of our fecond Com-
forter, who will lead us into all truth, all love,
all power. Let us join the few, who befiege the
throne of grace, and not give over putting the
Lord in temembrance, till he has raifed himfelf
" a Pentecoflal Church again in the earth; I meana
Church of fuch believers as are all of one heart
and one foul. Nor forget to afk, that, when
you prefs into that kingdom and church, you
may be followed by, Dear Madam, yours &c

Newington, Jan. 29th, 1777.
James Ireland Efg.

THANKS be to God, and to my

dear Friend, for favours upon

_favours, for undeferved love and the moft in-
, ' dearing’
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dearing tokens of it. I have received your o-
bliging letters full of kind offers, and your jar
full of excellent grapes. May God open to
you the book of life, and feal upon your heart
all the offers and pyomifes it contains; and may
the treafures of Chrift’s love, and all the fruits
of the Spirit, be abundantly open to my dear
friend and unwearied benefa&tor! °

Providence fent me laft Sunday Dr. Turner,
who, under God, faved my life twenty three
years ago in a dangerous illnefs; and I am in-
clined to try what his method will do. He or-
ders me affes milk, chicken &c; forbids me
riding, and recommends the greateft quietnefs,
He prohibits the ufe of Briftol water; advifes
fome waters of a purgative nature; and tries to
promote expectoration by a method that fo far
anfwers, tho’ I [pit by it more blood than be-
fore. It will be in order to cure one way or
other.

With refpe@ to my foul, I find it good to be
in the balance, awfully weighed every day for
life or death. I thank God, the latter has loft
its &'mg, and endears to me the Prince of life.
But O I want Chrit my refurretion to be a
thoufand times more dear to me; and doubt not
he will be fo when I am flled with the Spirit of
wifdom and revelation in the knowledge of

“him. Let us wait for that glory, praifing God
for all we have received, and do daily receive ;-
and trufting him for all we have not yet receiv-
ed. Let our faith do juftice to his veracity, our
hope to his goodnefs, and our love to all his

erfetions. It is good to truft in the Lord, and
is faints like well to hope in him. I am %ro-
Ce : vided

e

- v
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vided here with every neceflary and convenient
blefling for my ftate.  The great have even done
me the honour of calling—Mr, Shirley, Mr,
R——d Hill, Mr. Peckwell &c. ¥ exhort them
to promote peace in the Church, which they
take kindly. I hope God will incline us all to
geace living and dying. LRady HMuntingdom

as written me a kind letter alfo. O for uni-
verfal, lafting kindnefs! This world to me is
now become a world of love. May it be fo to my
dear friend alfo. My kindeft love and thanks
wait on yourlelf, Mis. Ireland, and ali yous
dear family. I. F.

London, 777
Mr. Greenwood.

MY denr Companion in tribulation,
and in the patience of Jelus.
-Peace be multipiled unto you, and refignation
by the crofs of Jefus. L bear your oa
my heast, and caft mny heart om -him, to
whom alt busderis are highter than a feather.
Pafchal faid, when the rod of tribulation was
vpon him, “ Now I begin to be a Chrifli-
an,” meaning a follower of the man of fors
rows. By his pierced feet miay yours be eafed.
Hold this faft, Whom the Lord loveth, ke chafien~
eth.  Accept the rod as a token of your
adoption; and be wiling to be made perfe&
in patience fufferings.  Im the mean time
rejoice that Chrift’'s fufferings are ever,—that
they ate aoning—and that théy have parchafed
our comforts. I you can come fafely to mos-
- ’ hyo)y, N
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row, you will bring 2 blefling to your poor pen=
iﬁon:ezo who remai%s in the bonds oFo grateful,
brotherly love, yours, 1. .

Newington, Feb. 24th, 1777«

mes Ireland Efqg.
J My deai'1 Friend,

LET us abandon ourfelves
. without referve to God,
who is alike the God of all grace when he chaf-
tiles, as when he blefles us. Be a fon of Abra=
ham—be an .imitator of God. Abraham refufed
not to offer up his Ifaac, and God has delivered
his-only Son to death for us. Refufe nothing
to this God of, love and tender compaffion,
"The facrifice of thofe thin gs which are moft pre.’
ciaus to us are the leaft unworthy of himn ; and had
we a thoufand lfaacs, we ought to keep back
none from him. Perhaps the Lord hath -heard
syour prayer and ours. If your Iaac lives, may
he be.devoted to the Lard as was Samuel; and
may the God of Elijah have all the glory of his
xecovery. If he be dead, prepare to follow
‘him, and do ‘not envy him the fweet repofe
which ‘he enjoys, and in which we {hall {oon
{hare with . him,

Adieu. They forbid my writing, but I will
-write to the laft, Blefled be God who giveth us the
wittory over death and -its pains by fefus Chrift-!
In him I am, and fhall always be altogether
yours. I am your ten thoufand times obliged
friend, I. F.

P, S, Your fecond letter, which reached me

, when
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when the above was written, informs me of your
lofs;—but why {hould I call God’s fecuring

our fon, and giving him eternal life your lofs?

t is Chrift’s gain who fees in that fweet child
the travel of his childhood ; and it is your fon’s
gain, fince his confli®ts and dangers are now
over, and nothing awaits him but an eternal in-
creafe of happinefs. Who knows but what
God, who forefees all the ftorms of corruption
and rocks of fin we are likely to meet with in
the.fea of life, has taken your dear child at the
beft, and by this premature death fecures him
from eternal death? Come, then, do not re-
pine. God has made you the inftrument of
adding one more little cherub to the heavenl
hoft; and in this light you may well fay, The
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken aivay, anc}, bleffed
be the name of the Lord! He is better than ten
fons. Your fon is in his bofom, and this new
cord fhould now draw you from earth to heaven
with a frefh degree of power—with an irrefiftible
attradtion. ,

I thank you ten thoufand times over for all

your repeated marks of love and generofity to
me and mine: the burden is too great to bear;
I muft caft it upon Him, who can blefs you ten
thoufand times over, and turn all your feemin
loffes into the greateft bleflings. May the G
of all confolation help you to reap the earlieft
and ripeft fruit of the afli&tion whereby he gives
you a new token of your adoption. Remember
my kind love and prefent my beft thanks to
Mrs. Ireland. Yours & I, F.

Newington,
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Newington, April 21ft, 1777.

Mifs Perronet.
My dear Friend,

Thoufand thanks to you for

< your kind, comfortable liner.

The profpe& of going to fee Jefus and his glo-
rified members, and among them your dear de-
parted brother, my now everliving friend—this
fweet profpe& is enough to make me quietly
and joyfully fubmit, to leave all my Shoreham
friends, and all the excellent ones of the earth.

- But why do I talk of going to leave any of

Chrift’s members, by ,%oing to be more intimate-
1y united to the head ? -

¢ We all are one, who him receive,
And each with each agree;

In him the One, the Truth we live,
Bleft point of unity!” :

A _point this, which fills heaven and earth—
which runs through time and eternity. What
an immenfe point! In it ficknefs 1s loft in
health, and death in life. There let us ever
meet. There to live is Chrift, and to die gain.

I cannot tell you how much I am obliged to
your dear brother, for all his kind, brotherly
attendance as a phyfician. He has given me
his time, his long walks, his remedies: he has
brought me Dr. Turner feveral times, and will
not fo much as allow me to reimburfe his ex-
pences. Help me to thank him for all his pro-
fufion of love, for I cannot fufficiently do it

myfelf, My duty to your father: I throw
{ myfelf
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mylelf in {pirit at his feet, and afk his bleffing,
and an intereft in his prayers. Tell him, that
the Lord is gracious to me; dees not fulfer the
Enemy to difturb my peace; and gives me, in
profpeét, the vitory over death. Thanks be to
God, who giveth us this great vifory, through
our Lord Jefus Chrift! folute refignation to the
divine will baffles a thoufand temptations, and
confidence in our Saviour carries us f{weetl
through a thoufand trials. God fill us abun-
dantly with both!

Thank dear Mrs. Biffaker for all her love to
‘my dear departed friend ; and may our kindred
dpirits drink deeper into God, till they are filled
with all the fulnefs, which our enlarged fouls
can admit. Nor let your niece, to whom I fend
my thanks, keep aloof. Let us all tend to our
original centre; and experience that life and
death are ours becaufe the Prince of life, who is
our refurre&ion and life, has overcome fin,
death, and the grave for you, and for your
obliged, unworthy brother, I. Fo

Briflington, May 28th, 1777,
Mr. and Mrs. Greenwood.

Y very dear Friends, and Benefac-

¥4 tors, Charles and Mary Green-
wood.—My prayers {hall always be, that the mer-
- ciful may find mercy, and that the great kindnefs,
I have found under your quiet roof, may be {hew-
€d you every where under the canopy of heaven.
I think with grateful joy, on the days of calm
' retreat




[ 247]

retreat I have been blefled with at Newington,
and lament mty not having improved better the
opportunity of fitting, like Mary, at the feet of
my great Phyfician. = May he requite your kind
care to-a dying worm, by abundantly caring for
you and yours, and making all your bed in your
ficknefs!” May you enjoy full health! K’la
you hunger and thirft aiter righteoufnefs, Lot
that of Chrift, and that of the Holy Gheft, and
be abundantly filled therewith! 'May his rod
and ftaft comfort you under all the troubles of
life, the decays of the body, the affaults of the
enemy, and the pangs of death! May the re-
viving. cordials of the word of truth be ever
* within the reach of your faith, and may your
eager faith make a ready and conftant ule of
them; efpecially, when faintings come upon
you, and your hands begin to hang down!
- May you ftand in the clefts of the rock of ages,
and there be fafely fheltered, when all the ftorms
of juftice fhall fail around! May you have.al-
ways {uch temporal and {piritual helps, {riends,
and comforts, as I have found in your pleafing
retreat !

You have received a poor Lazarus, tho’ his
fores.were not vifible. You have had compaffi-
on, like the good Samaritan: you have admitted
me to the enjoyment of your beft things; and
he, that did not deferve to have the dogs to lick
his fores, has always found the members of Jefus.
ready to prevent, to remove, or to bear his bur-
dens. And now, what fhall I fay? What but;
Thanks be to God for his unfpeakable gift! and
thanks be to my dear friends for all their fa-

Yows! They will, I truft, be found faithfully
. ' X 2 recorded
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recorded in my breaft, when the great Rewarder
of tiofe, who diligently feek him, will render to every
man according to his works. Then thall a raifed
Lazarus appear in the gate, to teftify of the love
of Churles und Mary Greenwood, and of their
godly fifter.

I thought myfelf a little better lat Sunday;
but 1 have fince {pit more blood than I had
done for weeks betore. Glory be to God, for
every providence! His will be done in me, by
heaith or ficknefs, by life or death! All from
hum is, and, 1 truft, will always be welcome to
your ooliged penfioner, I. F.

1777,
Mr, and Mrs. Greenwood.

TEN thoufand bleflings light up-

"% on the heads andshearts of my

dear benefa&ors, Charles and Mary Greenwood !
May their quiet retreat at Newington become a
Bethel to them! May their offspring be born
again there! And may the choiceft confola-
tions of the Spirit vifit their minds, whenever
they retire thither from th€ bufy city! Their
poor penfioner travels on, though flowly, to-
wards the grave. His journey to the fea feems
to.-him to have haftened, rather' than retarded,
his progrefs to his old mother, Earth. May
every providential blaft blow him nearer to the
heavenly haven of his Saviour’s breaft; where,
he hopes, one day, to meet all his benefaftors,
and amoag them, thofe whom he now addrefles.
O my dear friends, what fhall I render? What
: to
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to Jefus? What to you? May He, who in-
vites the heavy laden, take upon him all the
burdens of kindnefs you have heaped on yous
Lazarus! And may angels, when you die, find
me in Abraham’s bofom, and bring you into
mine, that, by all the kindnefs, which may be
fhewn in heaven, I may try to requite that you
have {thewn to. your obliged brother L. F.

Briﬂington > 1777-

Mrs. Thornton.
My very dear Friend,

1 Shall not attempt to exprefs

my gratitude to you, for all

your charitable care of a poor fickly worm. As
we fay, that filence fpeaks often beft the praifes -
of our great Benefaftor, fo I muft fay here.
I hope thefe lines will find %ou leaving the
things that are behind, and preffing forward to-
ward the mark—the prize of our high calling
on earth. In heaven we are called to be filled
with all we can hold of the glorious fulnefs of God,
and what that is, we know not, but we fhall
know, if we follow on to know the Lord. But
- here alfo, we are called to be filled with all -the
fulnefs of God. God is love you know; to be
filled with all his fulnefs is, then, to be filled
with love. O may that love be fhed abroad in
our hearts by the Holy Ghoft given to.us, and
abiding in us! I ftill look for that ineffable ful-
nefs; and I beg, if you have not yet attained it,,
you would let nothing damp your hope, and.

it
flack your purfui X 3 I fpend.
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I {pend more time in giving my friends an
account of my health, than the matter is worth.
You will fee by the enclofed, which I beg you
would fend to the poft, when you have fhewed
it to Mr. John and Charles Wefley, if they think
it worth their while to run it over, to-fee how
their poor fervant does.

I am going to do by my poor fifter, what you
have done by me—I mean, try to fmooth the
road of ficknefs to the chamber of death. Gra-
titude and blood call me to it—you have done
it without fuch calls; your brotherly kindnefs
is freer than mine; but not fo free as the love
of Jefus, who took upon him our nature, that he
might bear our infirmities, die our death, and
make over to us his refurre@ion and his life,
after all we had done to render life hateful and
death horrible to him., O! for this matchlefs love,
let rocks and hills, let hearts and tongues break
an ungrateful filence; and let your Chriftian
mufe find new anthems, and your poetick heart
new flights of eloquence and thankfulnefs.
" You partly owe me, by promife, a piece of poe-
try on joy in redeeming and fan&ifying love.

ay the fpirit of praife affit you mightily in
the noble work! Maintain the frame of poetick,
Chriftian joy, by ufing all your talents of grace
and nature, to embrace and fhew forth his

oodnefs.

I (hall be glad to hear from you in' Switzer-
Iand, and thall doubly rejoice, if you can fend
me word, that fhe, who is joined to the ‘Lord
according to the glory of the new covenant, is
one fpirit with him, and enjoys all the glorious
liberty of the children of God! The God of

peace
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peace be with you all! I am, My dear
riend, &c, L. F.

Briflington, © 1777

Mrs. Thornton.
My dear Friend,

YOU fhould have heard from
me, if fome times want of
fpirits to hold a pen, and for fome days, want of
paper, had not ftood in the way of my inclina-
tion. Now I have paper, and a degree of
ftrength, how can I employ both better, than in
trying to fulfil with my pen the great com-
mandment, which contains my duty to God and
my neighbour? But what can a pen do here?
It can juft teflify what my heart feels—That
no words can deicribe, what I owe to my hea-
venly Benefaftor, to my earthly friends, and to
you in particular, who have had fo much pati-
ence as to ftand by me, and bear a fhare in my
burdens, for fo many months at home and
abroad.

What fhall I fay? Thanks be to God for his
unipeakable gifts—for Jefus—for the Spirit of
Jefus,—for the members of Jefus’s myftical bo-
dy; and in particular am I bound to return
thanks for thofe, who have miniftered, and ftil}
do minifter to my wants, and {hare in my infir-
mities, Your meek humility forbids my faying,
that among the many, who, for Chrift’s fake,
have debafed themfelves fo far, as to take up my
‘crofs with me, and help me to bear it after my -

Lord, you ftand in the firft rank, and the firft
. ‘ fruits
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fruits of my gratitude are due to you. Simon
of Cyrene bore our Lord’s crofs by compulfion:
You have borne that of the moft unworthy of
his fervants without compulfion: and now,
what {hall I render 7——A filent tear whifpers,
I can render nothing. May the merciful, faith-
ful God, who has promifed, that a cup of cold
water given to the leaft of his followers fhall not
lofe its reward—may that omnipotent God, who
fees you in all the ftates of weaknefs, which
await you between the prefent moment and the
hour of death, give you all, that can make your
life comfortable, your trials tolerable, your
death triumphant, and {our eternity glorious!
What I afk for you. I alfo peculiarly beg for
our dear brother and fifter, who have vouch-
ﬁfed to bind fo dry, fo infignificant (I had
almoft faid, fo rotten) a ftick as myfelf, in the
bundle of that love, with which they embrace
the poor, the lame, the helplefs, the loathfome,
and thole, who have their fores without, as La-
zarus, or within, as I. May we all be found
bound up together-in the bundle of life, light,
and love, with our Lord! And when he {hall
make up his jewels, may you all {fhine among
his diamonds of the fineft water and the fi
magnitude ! : :
ou want poflibly to know, how 1 go on.
Though I am not worth a line, I fhall obferve
to the glory of my patient, merciful, Preferver
and Redeemer, that I am kept in {weet peace,
and am looking for the triumphant joy of my
Lord, and for the fulnefs expreft in thefe words,
which {weetly filled the fleeplefs hours of laft
night— . : .
8 ¢ Drawn—
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¢ Drawn—and redeem’d—and feal'd,
I blefs the One and Three;
With Father, Son, and Spirit fill'd
To all eternity.”

With refpe& to my body, I fleep lefs, and fpit
more blood than I did, when you were here,
nor can I bear the leaft trot of an eafy horfe.
If this continues many days, inftead of thinkin§
to go and fee my friends on the Continent,

fhall turn my fteps to my earthly home, to be
ready to lay my bones in my church yard:
and in fuch a cafe, I {hall put you in mind of
your kind promife, that you would do to the
laft the office of a guardian angel—hold up my
hands in myllaft confli®, and clofe my eyes,
when it is over. Two of my parifhioners came
to convey me fafe home, and had perfuaded me
to go with them in a poft-chaife; but I had fo
bad a night before the day I was to fet out, that
I gave it up. My profpeéts and ways are {hut
up, fo that I have nothing to look at but Jefus
and the grave. May I fo look at them, as to
Iive in my refurretion and my life; and die
in all the meeknefs and holinefs of my Lord
and my all! I humbly requeft a continued in-
tereft in your fervent prayers, that I may be
found comlpletely ready, when my Lord’s mef-
fenger fhall come for my foul. Adieu my dear
friend. God blefs and reward you. I am,
your moft affe@ionate friend and brother, I. F.

Madeley,
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Madeley, O&. 218, 177}

The Right Hon. Lady Mary Fitzgerald.

onoured and dear Madam.

THE honour of your Chirifti-
an letter humbles me, and
the idea of your taking half a dozen fteps, much
more that of your taking a journey to confult
fo mean a creature, lays me in the duft. My
brothers and fifters invite me to breathe once
more my natal air, and the phyficians recom-
mend to me a journey to the continent. Iwat
for the laft intumations of Providence to deter-
mine me to go. If I do, I fhall, probably, pas
through London, and in that cafe, I could have
the honour of waiting upon you. I fay, proba-
bly, becaufe I fhall only follow my friend, and

a ferious family, which goes to fpend the winter

in the South of France, or in Spain: and Ido
not yet know, whether they defign to embark
at Dover, or at fome port in the Weft of Eng-
land. They have all taken a journey, and at
their return, I fhall know their determination,
and be able to fix the time, when I might have
it in my power to wait upon you, Madam, either
at your houfe, or at our dear friend’s in St
James’s Place. .

With refpe& to the hints you drop in your
letter, concerning your external circumftances,
Ifind it upon my heart, to fay, Abide in the
ftate, in which you have been called, till Provi=

dence makes a way for you to efcape out of

what may be contrary to your new tafte, Your
crofs has changed its nature with your heart;
and we may, in fome cafes, be called to take up
oo C a worldly
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a worldly, as well as a heavenly crofs. Jofeph
and Mofes did fo once in Egypt, Efther in Sufa,
Daniel in Babylon, John the Baptift at Herod’s
court, and our Lord in the houfe of the rich
Pharifee. Some great end, to yourfelf, or to
others, may be anfwered by patiently bearing
your worldly crofs, till it be taken from you, or
you are removed from under it. Continue to
make it matter of earneft prayer to know the
will of God concerning you; and whilft your
eye watches the motions of the providential
cloud, and your heart liftens for the Lord’s call,
endeavour to keep your will as an_even balance
at his feet, that the leaft grain of intimation-—
clear intimation from him, and the leaft diftiné&
touch of the hand of Providence, may turn the
, fcale either way, without refiftance on your
* part. Being thus fully perfuaded, you “will
do, and fuffer all, with the liberty and courage
of faith.

You have been afflited, as well as dear Mrs,
G——, Mrs. L———, and myfelf. May our
maladies yield the peaceable fruits of righteouf-
nefs—complete deadnefs to the world, and in-
creafed faith in the mercy, love, and power of
Him, who fupports under the greateft trials, and
can make our extremity of weaknefs, an oppor-
tunity of difplaying the freenefs of his grace,
and the greatne s of his power. Give my duty
and thanks to them, and tell them, that [ falute
them under the crofs, with the fympathy of a
companion in tribulation; and rejoice at the
thought of doing it, where the crofs fhall be
exchanged for the crown. In the mean time,

let us glory in the crofs of our common Head ;
and
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and firmly believe, that he is exalted to give us
whatever is beft for us, in life, in death, and
for ever.

I have taken the bark for fome days, and it
feems to have been bleffed to the removal of
my fpitting blood. Time will decide, whether
it be a real removal, or only a fufpenfion of
that fymptom. Either will prove a bleffing, as
his will is our health. To live fingly to éod
the beft method is to defire it in meeknefs; to
[pread the defire in guietnefs before him who
infpireth it; to offer gim now -all we have and
are, as we can; and to open our mouth of ex-
peftation wide, that he may either fill it with
good things, with all his fulnefs, or that he may
iry our patience, and teach us to know our total
helpleffnefs. With refpe& to the weeping frame
of repentance, and the joyous one of faith, they
are both good alternatc{y; but the latter is the
better of the two, becaufe it enables us to do,
and fuffer, and praife, which honours Chrift
more: both are happily mixed. May they be
fo in you, Madam, and in your unworthy and
obliged fervant, I. F.

Macon in Burgundy, May 17th, 1778,

The Rev. Mefl. John and Charles Wefley.
Rev. and dear Sirs,

I Hope that while I lie by, like
a broken veffel, the Lord con-
tinues to renew your vigour, and fends: you to
water his vineyard, and to ftand in the gap a-

gainft error and vice. I have recovered fome
firength,




[ 2571

ftrength, blefled be God, fince I came to the
Continent; but have lately had another attack
of my old complaints, However, I find myfelf
better again, though I think it yet advifeable
not to {peak in pub%ick.

I preached twice at Marfeilles, but was not
permitted to follow the blow. There are few
noble, inquifitive Bereans in thefe parts. The
minifters in the town of my nativity have been

. very civil.  They have offered me the pulpit;
but I fear, if I could accept the offer, it would
foon be recalled. I am loath to quit this part
of the field without cafting a ftone at that giant,
Sin, who ftalks abqut with uncommon bo]gnefs.
I fhall, therefore, ftay fome months longer, to
fee if the Lord will pleafe to give me a little
more ftrength to venture an attaci.

" Gaming and drefs, finful pleafure and love of
money, unbelief and falfe Ehilofophy, lightnefs
of {pirit, fear of man, and love of the world,
are the principal fins, by which Satan binds his
captives in thefe parts. Materialifm is not rare;
Deifm and Socinianifin are very common; and
a fet of Free-thinkers, great admirers of Voltaire
eand Roffeau, Bayle and Mirabeau, feem bent
upon deftroying " Chriftianity and government.
‘ With one hand, (faid a lawyer, who has
written fomething againft them) they fhake the
throne, and with ‘the other, they throw down
the altars.” If we believe them, the world is
the dupe of kings and priefts.  Religion is
fanaticifm and fuperftition. Subordination is
flavery and tyranny. Chriftian morality is ab-
ﬁn:d, unnatural, and impra&icable; and Chrifti-
anity the moft bloody ;eligion that ever Xas&

n
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And here it is certain, that by the example of '

Chriftians fo called, and by our continual dit
putes, they have a great advantage, and do the

truth immenfe milchief. Popery will certainly fall -

in France, in this, or the next century; and | mgk‘e
no doubt, God wil] ufe thofe vain men, to bring
about a reformation here, as he ufed Henry the
Eighth to do that work in England; fo the
madnefs of his enemies fhall, at laft, turn to his
praife, and to the furtherance of his kingdom.

In the mean time, it becomes all Jovers of
the truth, to make their heavenly tempers, and
humble, peaceful love to fhine beforg all men,
that thofe mighty adverfaries, feeing the good
works of profeflors, may glorify their Father
who is in heaven, and no more blafpheme thal
worthy name, by which we are all called Chrif
tians. '

If you afk, What fyfiem thefe men adopt?
I anf{wer, that fome build on Deifn, 3 ‘moralit
founded on [felf-prefervation, [elf-intereft, and fel-
bonour.  Others laugh at all morality, except
that which being negledted riolently difturbs fo-
clety; and external order is the decent covering
of Fatalifin, while Materialifm is their fyftem.

O dear Sirs, let me entreat you, in thele
dangerous days, to ufe your wide influenct
with unabated zeal, againft the fcheme of thefe
modern Celfufes, Porphiries, and Julians; by
calling all profeffors to think and {peak the famé
things, to love and embrace one another, and 10
ftand firmly embodied to refift thole darin
men; many of whom are already in England,
headed by the admirers of Mr, Hume and Mn
Hobbes, ~ But it is needlefs to fay this to th(;)fe

who
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~who have made, and continue to make fuch a
Atand for vital Chriftianity ; fo that I have no-
thing to do but pray, that the Lord would abun-
dantly fupport and ftrengthen you to the laft,
-and make you a continued comfort to his en-
lightened people, loving reprovers of thofe who
mix Jight and darknefs, and a terror to the per-
verfe : and this is the cordial prayer of, Rev.
and dear Sirs, your affe®ionate fon, and obliged
fervant in the gofpel, 1. F.

P. S. 1 need not tell you, Sirs, that the hour
in which Providence fhall make my way plain
to return to England, to unite with the happy
number of thofe who feel, or feck the power of
Chriftian godlinefs, will be welcome to me.
0O favoured Britons! Happy would it be for
them, if they knew their gofpel privileges!
My relations in. Adam are all very kind to me;
but the fpiritual relations, whom God has raifed
me in England, exceed them yet. Thanks be
to Chrift, and to his blafphemed religion!

' Macon in Burgundy, May 18th,, 1778.

The Rev. Dr. Conyers.
Hoa. and dear Sir,.

I Left orders with a friend

o to fend you a little book,
called The Reconciliation; in. which 1 endeavour
%o bring nearer the children of God, who are
divided about their partial views of divine truths.

¥ do. not know .whether that tra& has in an
gree, anfwered its defign; but I believe truth
<an be reconciled. with itfelf, and the candig;
Y 5. - childr
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children of God one with another. O that fome
abler hand, and more loving heart, would under-
take to mend my plan, if it be worth menaiél},
or draw one more agreeable to the word of God?
My eyes are upon you, dear Sir, and thofe who
are like minded with you, for this work: dif-
appoint me not of my hope. Stand forth, and
make way for reconciling love, by removing
(lo far as lies in you) what is in the way of
brotherly union. O Sir, the work is worthy of
ou! and if you faw, with what boldnefs the
talle philofophers of the Continent, who are the
apofties of the age, attack Chriftianity, and re-
prefent it as one of the worft religions in the
world, and fit only to make the profeffors of it
murder one another, or at leaft to contend
among themnfelves; and how they urge our dif-
putes to make the gofpel of Chrift the jeft of
nations, and the abhorrence of all flefh, you
would break through your natural timidity, and
invite all our brethren in the miniftry, to do
what the herds do on the Swifs mountains, when
wolves attack them; inftead of goring one ano-
ther, they unite, form a clofe battalion, ahd
face the common enemy on all fides. Whata
fhame would it be, if cows and bulls {hewed .
more prudence, and more regard for union, than
Chriftians and golpel Minifters! ‘

O dear Sir, take courage! Be bold for the
reconciling truth. Be bold for peace. You can
do all things, through Chrift firengthening you;
and as Dottor Conyers, you can do many things,—'-
a great many more than you think. What if
you go, Sir, in Chrift’s name, to all the gofpel
miniiters of your acquaintance, exhort them as a

: father,
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father, entreat them as a brother, and bring:
them, or as many of them as you can together ;.
think you that your labour would be in. vain in
the Lord? Impoffible, Sir! O defpair not!
Charity hopeth all things, and as Kempis faith,
“ It trieth all things, and bringeth many things.
to pafs, which would appear impofiible to him,.
tho defpaireth, hateth,. or careth not for the

eep.’”

pryou want a coach, or a friend to accampany
you, when you go upon this errand of love,.
remember there 1s a “hornton in London, and
an Ireland in Briftol, who will wifh you God
fpeed, and make your way plain before you;
and Gogd will raife many more to concur in the
peaceful work. Let me humbly intreat you to.
go to work, and to perfevere in it.. I with L
had firength to be at leaft your poftilion when.
yougo. I would drive,.if not like Jehu,.at leaft
with fome degree of cheerful fwittnefs, while:
Chrift finiled on the Chriftian attempt.. But L
am confident you can-do all in the abfence,. and.
without the concurrence of him who is,. with.
brotherly love, and dutiful refpe&, Hon. and.
dear Sir,. your obedient fervant in the gofpel,

o Nyon, June 2d,.1778..
“Mr, William Perronet. o
B My dear Friend,. -
- HEN I wrote to you laft,.

- I.mentioned two Ladies.

of your. family,. who.have married two brothers,,
i ' Y 3 ' Melits..
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Meflrs. Monod. Since that time, they have re-
quefted me, to fend to your father the enclofed
memorial, which I hope will prove of ufe to
your family. As the bad writing and the lan-
guage may make the underftanding of it difficult
to you, I fend you the fubftance of it, and of the
letter of the Ladies’ lawyer, as follows.—*  *
. *

* * * * »* * *
* * * * » * * » »
* * *® * » *® K » »
* * * *

While I invite you to make your title clear
to a precarious eftate on earth, permit me, my
dear Sir, to remind you of the heavenly inheri-
tance entailed on believers. The will, the new
teftament by which we can recover it, is proved.
The court is juft and equitable, the Judge is
gracious and loving. To enter into poffeffion
of a part of the eftate here, and of the whole
hereafter, we need only believe, and prove
evangelically, that we are believers. Let us,
then, fet about it now, with earneftnefs, with
perfeverance, and with a full affurance, that,
through grace, we f{hall infallibly carry our
caufe. Alas! what .are eftates and crowns, to
grace and glory? The Lord grant, that we,
and all our (riends, may chule the better part,
which your brother, my dear friend, fo happily
chofe. And may we firmly ftand to the choice,
as he did, to the laft. My beft refpeds wait
upon your dear father, your filters, and nieces.
Gﬁ)c’l reward your kindnels to me upon them
all! A

I have had a pull back fince I wrote laft.
After I left Mr. Ireland at Macon, to fhorten

my

-~
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my journey and enjoy new Erofpc&s, I ventured
to crofs the mountains, which feparate France
from this country. But on the third day of the
journey, I found an unexpeéted trial; a large
hill, whofe winding roads were fo fteep, that
though we fed the horfes with bread and wine,
they could fcarcel{ draw the chaifle, obliged
me to walk in all the feepeft places. The
climbing lafted feveral hours, the furi was hot,
I perfpired violently, and the next day I fpit
blood again. I have chiefly kept to goat’s milk
ever fince, and hope I fhall get over this death
alfo, becaufe I find myfelf, blefled be God, bet-
ter again, and my cough is neither frequent nor
violent.

This is a delightful country. If you come
to fee it, and clailn the eftate, bring all the
papers and memorials your father can colle&,
and come to fhare a pleafant apartment, and one
of the fineft profpeéts in the world, in the houfe
where I was born. God blefs you, my dear
friend! Believe me, Dear Sir & 1. F.

Nyon, July 15th, 1775.

i James Ireland. Efq.

My dear Friend,

IHave ventured to preach
" once, and to expound once
in the church. Our minifters are very kind
and preach to the purpofe: a young one of this
town gave us lately a very excellent, gofpel
fermon. Grown up people” ftand faft in their
ftupidity, or in their felf-righteoufnefs, 'ghe

: . day
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day I preached, I met with fome children in
my wood walking or gathering ftrawberries.
1 fpoke to them ut our Father, our Commo
Father—We felt a touch of brotherly affetion.
They faid they would fing to their Father, 25
well as the birds; and followed me attempting
to make fuch melody as you know is commonly
made in thefe parts.” I outrode them, but fome
of them had the patience to follow me home,
and* fzid they would fpeak with me; but the
people of the” houfe ftopt them, faying I would
not be troubled with children. They cried d
faid, They were fure I would wnot fay fo, for Iws
their good brother. The next ddy when I heard
it, I enquired after them, and invited them to
come to me; which they have done every day
fince. I make them little hymns which they
fing. Some of them are under {weet drawings
yefterday, I wept for joy, on hearing one fpeak
of conviétion of fin, and joy unfpeakable in
Chrift which had followed, as would do an ex-
perienced believer in Briftol. Laft Sunday 1
met them in the wood : there were 100 of them,
and as-many adults.. Our firft Paftor has fince
defired me to defift from preaching in the wood,
(far I had exhorted) ‘for fear of giving umbrage;
and I have complied from a concurrence of cir-
cumftances which are not worth mentioning:
I therefore meet them in my Father’s yard.

In one of my letters, I promifed you fome
anecdotes, concerning the death of our two
reat philofophers, Voltaire and Roffeau. Mr.
ronchin, the Phyfician of the Duke of Orleans
being fent for to attend Voltaire in his illnefs
at Paris, Voltaire faid to him; ¢ Sir, I defire
: . [y you

o N
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# you would fave my life. I will &ive you the
o Zalf of my fortune, if you lengthen out my
 days only for fix months., If not, I {hall go
“ to the Devil, and fhall carry you away along
4 with me.”

Mr. Roflfeau died more decently, as full of
himfelf as Voltaire was of the wicked one. He
paid that attention to nature and the natural
fun, which the Chriftian pays to grace and the
Sun of righteouinefs. Thefe are fome of his
laft words to his wife, which I copy from a
_printed letter circulating in thefe parts, ¢ O-
pen the window, that I may fee the green fields
once more. How beautiful is nature! How
wonderful is the fun! See that glorious light
it fends forth! - It is God, whe calls me.—
How pleafing is death, to a man who is not
confcious of any fin! O God! my foul is now
as pure as when it firft came out of thy hands:
crown it with thy heavenly blifs!"—God deli-
ver us from ‘[elf and Satan, the internal and ex-
ternal fiend! The Lord forbid we fhould fall
into the {nare of the Sadducees, with the former
of thole two famous men, or into that of thé
Pharifees with the latter. Farewell in Jefus. -

I F.

Nyon, Sep. 25th, 1778,

James Ireland Efq. -
v My dear Friend,

I Am juft returncd from an ex-
curfion I made with my bro-

ther, through the fine vale in the midft of hjth;
; g
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high hills, which divide France from this coun-
try. In that vale we found three lakes, one on
French ground, and two on Swifs; the largeft
is {ix mules long and two wide. It is the part
of the country where induftry is moft apparent,
and where population thrives beft. The inha-
bitants are chiefly woodmen, coopers, watch-
makers, and jeweliers, - They told me, they had
the beft ﬁnlging, and the beft preacher in the
country. Dafked, If any finners were converted
under his miniftry? They ftared, and afked,
¢ What 1 meant’ by converfion?” When I
had expluined myfelf, they faid, * We did
not live in the time of iniracles.” ,

I was better fatisfied in paflfing through a part
of the vale which belongs to the King ot France.
1 faw a prodigious concourfe of people, and
fuppofed they kept a fair, but was agreeably furs
prized to find it was three Miflionaries, who
went about -as itinerant preachers to help the
regular clergy. They hud been there already
foine days, and were ;K;ee brothers who preach-
ed morning and evenmg. The evening fervice
opened by what they called a conference. " One
of the Miifionaries took the pulpit, and the pa-
rith Prieft propoled queftions to him, which he
anfwered at_full length and in a very edifying
manner. The [ubjeét was the unlawfulnefls and
the milchief of thofe methods, by which perfons
of different fexes lay ‘fnares for each other, and
corrupt each others morals. The fubjeit was
treated with delicacy, propriety and truth, The
method was admirably well calculated to draw
and fix the attention of a mixed multitude.
This conference being ended, another Miffiona=

1y
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:ly took the pulpit. His text was our Lord’s
elcription of the day of Judgment. Before
the fermon, all thofe who for the prefs could
kneel, did, and fung a French hymn to beg
a bleffing upon the word; and indeed it was
blefled. - An awful attention was vifible upon
moft, and for a good part of the difcourfe,
the voice of the preacher was almoft loft in
the cries and bitter wailings of the audience.
When the outcry began, the preacher was de-
feribing the departure of the wicked into ‘eter-
_ nal fie. They urged that God was -merciful,
and that Jefus Chrift had {hed his bloud for
them. ¢ But that mercy you have flighted (re-
plies the Judge) and now is the time of juftice;
that blood yeu have trodden under foot, and
now it cries for vengeance. Know your day—
{light the Father’s mercy and the §0u’s blood
. no longer.” I have feen but once or twice

' congregations as much affeted in England.
< One of our Minifters being ill, I ventured a
fecond time into the pulpit laft Sunday; and
the Sunday before, 1 preached fix miles off to
4000 people in a jail yard, where they were
come to lee a poor murderer two days before
his execution. I was a little abufed by the
Bailift on the occafion, and refufed the liberty
of attending the poor man to the fcaffold where
he was to be broken on the wheel, I hope he
died penitent. The day before he fuffered, he
faid he had broken his irons, and that as he
deferved to die, he defired new ones to bg put
on, left he fhould be tempted to make his efcape

a fecond time. :

You afk, What I defign todo? I propofe, if bit
c

e
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be the Lord’s will to {pend the winter here, to
bear my teftimony againft the trade of my coun-
trymen, which Voltaire defcribes thus— '

Barbares, dont la guerre cft I’unique
metier,

Et qui vendent leur fang 4 qui veut le
paier.* .

In the Spring, I {hall if nothing prevents
return to England with you, or with Mr. Per-
ronet, if his affairs are fettled, or alone if other
ways fail. In the mean while, I rejoice with
you in Jelus, and in the glorious hope of that
complete falvation his faithtulnefs has promifed,
and his power can never be at a lofs ,to_beftow,
We muft be faved by faith and hope till we are
faved by perfeét love, and made partakers of
heavenly glory.

I am truly a flranger here. Well then, as
ftrangers let us go where we fhall meet the
affembly of the righteous gathered in Jefus.
Farewell in him, you and yours. I. F. =~

: Nyon, Feb. 2d, 1779.
James Ireland Efg. ' .
My dear Friend,

IAm forry to hear that you

are ftill tried by illnefs; but

our good, heavenly Father will have us to live

with one foot on earth, and the other in the

ftirrup of our infirmities, ready to mount and

pafs from time into eternity. He is wife; his

will be done, his name praifed, and our fouls
faved, tho' it be by fkin of our teeth! L

am
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I am better, thank God, and ride out every
day when the {flippery roads will permit me to
venture without the rifk of breaking my horfes
legs and my own neck. You will afk me how
I have {pent my time: I pray, have patience,
rejoice, and write when I can; I faw wood in
the houfe when I cannot go out, and eat grapes,
of which I have always a bafket by me. Our
little Lord Lieutenant has forbidden the mini-
fters to let me exhort in the parfonage, becaufe
it is the Sovereign’s houfe. My fecond brother
has addreflfed a memorial to him, in which he
informs himn, that he will give up neither his
religious nor. civil liberty, and will open his
houfe for the word of God ; and accordingly we
have fince met at his houfe. On Sunday we
met at the young Clergyman’s, who, on his
-part, writes againft the condué of the Clergy ;

ut I fear we fence againft a wall of brals.
However I am quite’ perfuaded !that Providence
calls me to leave a teftimony to my French bre-
thren, and it may be of fome ufe when I fhall
be no more. I have been comforted by feeing
the Apology of a Minifter at Yverdon, who was
perfecuted in the beginning of this century
under the name of Pietift. I have got acquaint-
ed with a faithful Minifter of Geneva, but he
dares no more offer me his pulpit than my
brother in law at Laufanne.

The Lord was not in the forwardnefs of the
young man I mentioned. It was but a fire of
ftraw; and he has now avoided )n'e for fome
weeks. Several young women feem to have re-
ceived the word in the love of it, and four or

five grown up ones; but not one man except
Z the

- -
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the young hopeful Clergyman I mention, who
helps me at my little meetings and  begins to
preach extempore. I hope he will {tand his
ground better than he, who was fuch an approv.
_er when yau were here, and is now dying after
having drawn back to the world,

The truths I chiefly infit upon, when I talk
to the people who wilrhear me, are thofe which
1 feed upon myfelf as my daily bread—* God
‘ our Maker and Preferver, tho' invifible, is
 here and every where. He is our chief good,
* becaufe all beauty and all goodnefs centers in,
“ and flows from him. He is efpecially Love,
“ and love in us, being his image, is the fum
“ and fubftance of all moral and fpiritual excel~
¢ lence—of all true and lafting hlifs. In Adam
¢ we are all eftranged from love and from God ;
 but the fecond Adam, Jefus, Emmanuel, God
¢ with us, is come to make us know and enjoy
“ again our God. as the God of love and the
“ chief good. All who receive Jefus, receive
¢ fower to become the fons of God &c &c.”

hzre I {hall be able to fet out for England
with Mr. Perronet in April or May. O thatl
may find that dear ifland in peace within and
without! Well, I hepe you make peace in the
- Church if you cannot make peace with the
Patriots.——God is a good God: do you know
the coats and {hoes you gave me have lafted all
this while, and are yet good; fo that I need not
draw upon your banker. Thank God and you
for a thoufand favours! God blefs and comtort
ou my dear friend! We are r creatures,
ut we have a good God to caft all our burdens
upon, and who often burdens us that we l;-nay
ave
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have our conftant and free recourfe to his boun-
‘ty, power, and faithfulnefs, Stand faft in the
faith,  Believe' lovingly and all will be well.
Farewell, I. F.

Nyon, May 22d, 1779.

Mr. Charles Greenwood,
' ‘ My dear Friend,

I Am yet alive, able to'
ride out, and now and -
then to inftru® a few children. I hope Mr.
Perronet will foon have fettled his affairs, and
then, pleafe God, I {hall inform you by word of
‘mouth, hew much I am indebted to you, Mrs.
Greenwood, and Mrs. Thornton. know it
fo much the more now, as I have made trial of
the kindnefs of my relations in Adam: thofe
in Chrift exceed them as far in my account, as
grace does nature. Thank and falute them
earneftly from me, and to thofe of your own
Boulehold, pleafe to add Mr. John and Charles.
~Welley, Dr. Coke, Mr. Atlay &c. That the
Lord would fill you all with Kis choiceft blef-
fings, as you have done me, is, My dear Friend,
the earneft prayer of your poor penfioner, f F.
P. S: Mr. Perronet wants me to fill up his
letter. 1 would gladly do it, with thanks: to
God for his unfpeakable gifts—his. Son, his.
Spirit, and his word ! Ang thanks be to his
geople., for their kindnefs towards the poor, the:
ck, the ftranger, and efpecially towards me!
But at this time, a fleeplefs night and a conftant
‘tooth-ache, unfit me for almoft every thing, but
, : o Z 2 ' lying
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- lying down under the crofs, kifling the rod, and
rejoicing in hope of a better ftate, in this world
or in the next. But, perhaps, weaknefs and
pain are the beft for me in this world. Well,
the Lord will chufe for me, and I fully fet my
heart and feal to his choice. Let us not faint
in the day of adverfity. The Lord tries us,
that our faith may be found purged of all the
drofs of felf-will, and may work by that love,
which beareth all things, and thinketh evil of
nothing., Our calling is to follow the Crucifi-
ed, and we mauft be crucified with him, until
body and foul know the power of his refurreéti=
on, and pain and death are done away.

I hope my dear friend will make, with me,
a conftant choice of the follawing mottos of St.
Paul—Chrift is (,gain in life and death—Our life is hid
with Chrift in God—If we fuffer with him, we fhall
alfo reign with him—We glory in tribulation—God
will give us reft with Chrit, in that day—We are
Javed by hope.. And that Mifs Thornton wilt
always, by word and deed ftand to her motto,
and rejoice in the Lord our God, Creator, Re-
deemer, and Sanéifier. To him let us give
glory in the fires. Amen.

, Nyon, Dec. 15th, 1779,
To a Nobleman.
"My Lord,

IF the American Colonies and
the Weft India Iflands are rent
from the crown, there will not grow one ear of
corn the lefs in Great Britain. We fhall ftill
have the neceflaries of life, and, what is more,

the

>
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the gofpel and liberty to hear it. If the great
fprings of trade and wealth are cut off, good
men will bear that lofs without much forrow ;.
for {prings of wealsh are always fprings of
luxury, which,. foener or later, deftroy the em:
pires corrupted. by wealth. Moaral good may
come out of our. lofles: I with you may fee 1t
in England. Beople on the Continent mmagine
they fee it already in the Englith on: their tra~
vels, whe are {aid to behave with more wifdony,.
and lefs haughtinefs, than they were ufed to do.-

Laft yea:%aw-' the death of three great men of
thefe parts—Ropffeau, Voltaire, and Baron. Haller,.
a fenator of Berne. The laft, who is not much:
known, L think, in England, was a great phile-
fopher, a profound: politician, and an agreeable
poct; but he was particularly famous for his.
ikill in botany,. anatomy,. and phyfick.. He has.
enriched the republick of letters by fuch a num-
ber of publications in Latin. and German,. that
the catalogue of them is alone a pamphlet.

This truly, great man has given: another proof
of the truth of Lord Bacon’s. affertion, that;,
¢ although fmatterers in. philofophy ‘are often:
impious,. true philofophers are always religious.”
L have et with an: old, pious,. apoftolick Cler~
gyman, who was intimate with the Baron, and:
ufed to accompany him over the Alps, in his.
rambles after the wonders of nature.. % With
what pleafure, faid the minifter, did we admire:
and adore the wifdom of the God of nature,,
and. (an&tify our refearches. by the fweet praifes:
of the God of grace !

Wien the- Emperor paffed this. way,. Le ftab—
bed. Voltaire to the heart, by not paying him a-

Zg3 vifit ;,

-
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- yifit; but he waited on Haller, was two hours
with him, and heard from him fuch pious talk,
as he never heard from half the philofophers of
the age. The Baron was then ill of the difor-
der, which afterwards carried him off.

Upon his death bed, he went through fore
confliéts about his intereft in Chrift ; and fent to
the old minifter, requefting his moft fervent
prayers, and withing him to find the way
through the dark valley fioother than he found
it himfelf. However, in his laft moments, he
exprefled a renewed confidence in God’s mercy,
through Chrift, and died in peace. The old
clergyman added, that he thought the Baron
went through this confli®, to humble him
thoroughly, and, perhaps, to chaftize him for
having fometimes given way to a degree of felf-
complacence, at the thought of his amazing
parts, and of the refpeé they procured him from
the learned world. He was obliged to become
laft in his own eyes, that he might become firft
and truly great in the fight of the Lord. I am,
My Lord, &c I. F.

Madeley, Sep. 3rd, 1781.

The Right Hon, Lady Mary Fitzgerald.
' My much honoured Lady, '

TWO days ago, I came here,
after an abfence of above a
month; and yefterday I received the honour of
your letter without date, which has been, I am
told, waitiig here fome time. What a pity I
did not rejoice fooner in the good news you

fend
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fend me, that you defire to be entirely devoted to
God. Indeed, complaints follow; but keaven is
in that holy defire. If you cultivate it, it will
produce all that conformity to a holy God,
which love can bring to a human foul, called to
partake the divine nature. As for your com-
plaints, they are the natural expreffions of that
repentance, which precedes, in our hearts; the
coming of the Comforter, who is to abide with
us for ever. I am ready to rejoice, or to mourn
with my honoured friend ; and I have abundant
caufe to do both, with refpeét to myfelf, my mi-
- niftrations, the Church, and my people.

And will you, indeed, find it in your heart
to honour my houfe with your prefence, and
perfume alfo with your prayers the plain apart-
ments occupied by your friend Johnfon? I
wonder at nothing on earth, when I confider
the condefcenfion with which Emmanuel came
down from heaven, and filled a ftable with his
glory. Your time, my condefcending friend,
will fuit me beft. You will be queen in my
hermitage, the Lord will rule in our hearts, and

ou will command under him within our walls.

ou fmile, perhaps, at the vaftnefs of your new
empire; but if you can be content and happy in
God in my homely folitude, you will make
greater advances towards blifs, than if you ob+
tained the principality of Wales. But if you
cannot be happy with Jelus, prayer, praife, §9dly
converfation, and retirement, expeét a difap-
pointment. However, my honoured friend, if
you come, come as the ferious Catholicks go on
a pilgrimage, as French noblemen go to the.
Carthufian convent at La Trape, as the F;gnch
o ‘ ing’s
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king's aunts went to the Carmelites: come and
do evangelical pemmance, Our good: friend. John-
fon, will tell you of an u, room, where we
crucify our old man, and have had' many a vifit
from the new. If you do not bring her with
you, bring her faith;, which brought him down,
and then you fhall not pine for the company
of casthly princes. The Prince of peace and
life himfelf will keep his court in our cottages
and your heart fhall be one of his favourite
thrones. Lad . ol
I hope m , will bring ws

news. of our yfriendz ir?os‘:.' James's: P%ace‘ Wy
heart vifits them often, and if bodies could move
as quick as thought, they would be importuned
frequently with my company. If you write 0
them, before I do, comvey my Chriftian and
grateful love:in your letter, and accept it your-
felf from, My honoured and dear Lady, Yout
dutiful fervant in Chrift 1. F. '

Madeley,.Sep. 4th, 1788

Mifs Perronet,.
My dear. Friend,.

)
YOU" want ¢ fome thoughts on

. " the love of Ged,” and I
want'the warmeft feelings of it.. Let us believe

his creating, feel his preferving, admire his re- !
deeming, and triumph in: his {an&ifying love. |
Ipving is the beft way to grow in love. Look

we, then, at the love of our heavenly Father,
fhining in the fice of our elder Brother, and
P . 3 be changed inta love, his image and

nature,
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nature, from oné glorious, and glorifying degree
of love to another. ~ Love always delights in the
object loved. Delight thou in the Lord, then, and
thou jhalt have thy heart’s depre ; for we can defire
nothing more than the fu%Vemq good, and infnite
blifs : both are in God. ‘hen, therefore, we
love God truly, we delight in what he is, we {hare
in his infinite happinefs; and by divine {ympa-
thy, his throne of glory becomes ours; for true
love rejoices in all the joy of the objeét it
cleaves to. Add to this, that, when we love
God, we have always our hearts defire; for we
love his will, his defires become ours, and ours
are always perfe&ly refigned to his. Now as
God does whatever he pleafes both in heaven
and earth, his lovers have always their hearts
defire, forafmuch as they always have his will,
which is theirs. Submitting our private will to
his, is only preferring a greater good to a lefs,
as our Lord did in the garden; and we are all
called to do it in affliétions. Farewell; my dedr
friend, and excufe thefe refle&ions, which you
could make much better than your humble
fexrvant, I. F.

Madeley, Sep. agth, 1781,

The Right Hon. Lady Mary Fitzgerald,
: My dear and honoured Friend,

YOU have been in the fire of

. affliftion, where faith is tri-
ed, where patient hope is exercifed, and where
perfe& love, which cafts out fear, and endureth
all things, is proved worthy of him, who made
bare
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bare his breaft, and faid to his Father, Lo! I come
to do thy will, O God? I come to be obedient
unto death, even the painful, fhameful death of
the crofs. '

Continue to offer your body as a living, or,
if it pleafe God, as a lingering, dying facrifice
to him, who has decreed, that if we will feign
with Chrift, we muft fuffer with him. This is
our reafonable fervice; for it would be abfurd,
that our Lord fhould have been perfefted by
fufferings, thorns, and the crofs, and that we
fhould have nothing but enjoyment, rofes, and
a crown. How faithful, how merciful is our
God! He brings you once more from the
verge of eternity: well, my dear friend, I wel-
come you back into life, and into the enjoy-
ment of farthér opportunities of receiving and
doing good,—of growing in grace, and perfe&-
ing holinefs in the fear of the Lord.
: %haﬁened, fpared like you, and more and
more convinced, that I am helpleflnefs itfelf,
and that there is help laild on our Surety and
Saviour for us, I invite you to fay with me—
When 1 am weat, Chrit my life is firong flill:
for me to live {hall be Chrit, ‘and to die gait.® Dear
Madam, to know the bare crofs is uncomfort-~
able; but to know, and gather the fruit of that
tree, is life from the dead, it is more abundant
life after fainting. Let us then know, i. e. eon-
fider, and embrace Jefus Chrift crucified to make
an end of fin ;—fhedding tears, and his moft
precious blood, to cleanfe us from all fin; to
trace again the divine image, goodnefs, love,
and happinefs on our fouls, and to feal our firdh
title to- glory. :

. 4 Not
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~ % Not a text,” fa you, ¢ ¢ame to me, only
I knew none perifhed at his feet:” them, you
remembered Chrift, the fum and fubflance on all
- the [criptures; then you believed on him, in
whom all the {weeteft texts, and all the promifes
are yea, and amen. O belicve more fteadily,
more confidently. Dare even to obey the
apoftolick precept, Reckon yourfelves dead indeed,
unto fin, but alive to God by Jefus Chrift our Lord.
Embrace with more earneftnefs, the righteoufnefs
of faith, and you will have more peace and joy
in the Holy Ghoft. Rejoice in Chrift, your
peace; - yea, rejoice in God, your Saviour; and
if there is a needs be, for your being in heavi-
nefs for a fealon, rejoice in tribulation: forrow-
ful, but akways rejoicing. ¢ When I am deftitute
of all comfort, this fhall yield me comfort,”
faith Kempis, ¢ that thy will is done.” If
Abraham believed in hope againft hope, that is
againft human, natural hope; can you not,
through grace, as a duughter of Abraham, rejoice
in heavenly hope againft all natural feelings,
and even againft all temptations? Count it all
Joy, fays St. fames, when you fall into divers tempta-
tions and trials, Don’t be afraid of the ftorm:
Chrift is in the fhip, and he does not fleep, as
unbelief is apt to fancy.

I thank you, my dear Lady, for your friend-
ly wifh of leaving your clay here. I return it,
by wifhing you may leave all the body of fin,
now, in that myfterious grotto of mount Calva-
ry, where myriads of finners have buried their
doubts, their fears, and their old man. Prop
up your clay a little longer; for I want to fing
with you, Salvation to God and the Lamb, 1 want

you
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you to help me, with the underftanding and
the voice, to witnefs, that Jefus faves to the utter-
moft all, who come to God through him; that he can,
not only matke an end of fin, but bring in an ever-
lafting, triumphant righteoufnefs.

I am not without hope of feeing you in Lon-
don, before you {ee your future hermitage,
All my brotherly love goes to Town, and fa-
lutes you and your good nurfes, Mrs, C———,
Mrs, ———, Mrs. ——, Mrs. L———;
to whofe continued care, as well as to that of
our dear Redeemer, I earneftly recommend you,
I am, My dear Lady, Your obedient, affeétion-
ate fervant, I. F. ,

Crofs Hall, Yorkfhire, Dec. 26th, 17814

The Hon. Mrs. C———. '
My very dear Friend,
YOUR favour of the 4th
inftant did not reach
me until a confiderable time after date, through
my being ftill abfent from Madeley; a clergy- -
man of this neighbourhood having made an ex-
change with me, to facilitate my fettling fome
-affairs of a temporal nature in this county.
The kind part you take in my happinefs de-
mands my warmeft thanks; and I beg you will
accept them multiplied by thofe, which my dear
Partner prefents to you. Yes, my dear Friend,.
Iam married in my old age, and have a new
opportunity of capfidering a great myftery, in
the moft perfe& type of our Lord’s myftical

union with his church. I have now a new call
to
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to pray for a fulnefs of Chrift’s holy, gentle;
meek, loving Spirit, that I may love my -wife,
as he loved his Spoufe, the Church. But the
emblem is greatly deficient: the Lamb is wor-
thy of his {poufe, and more than worthy, where- -
as I muft acknowledge myfelf unworthy of the
yoke-fellow, whom Heaven has referved for
me. She is a perfon after my own heart; and
I make no doubt we fhall increafe the number
of the happy marriages in the Church Militant.
Indeed they are not fo many, but it may be
worth a Chriftian’s while to add one more ta
the number. God declared it was not good,
“that man, a focial being, fhould live alone, and
therefore he gave him a help meet for him: for
the fame reafon our Lord fent forth his difciples
two and two. Had I fearched the three king-
doms, I could not have found one brother wil-
ling to fhare gratis my weal, woe, and labours,.
and complaifant enough to unite his fortunes to
mine; but God has found me a partner, a fifter,
a wife, to ufe St. Paul’s language, who is nct
afraid to face with me the colliers and bargemen
- of my parifh, until death part us. :
Buried together in our country village, we
fhall help one another to trim our lamps, and
wait, as 1 truft you do continually, for the com-
ing of the heavenly Bridegroom. Well; for
us the heavenly child is born, to us a double
fon is given, and with him the double kingdom
of grace and glory. O my dear friends let us
prefs into, and meet in both of thefe kingdoms.
Our Surety and Saviour is the way and the door
into them; and blefled be free grace, the wuy is
' Aa free,



12827

free, as the King’s highway, and the door open,’
like the arms otg‘ Jefu§ cruz,iﬁed. ) e
January 1ft, 1782. 1 live, bleffed be God, to
devote myfelf again to his bleifed fervice in this
world, or in the next, and to with my de.r
friends all the bleffings of a year of Jubilee.
Whatever this year bring forth, may it bring
us the fulleft meafures of falvation attainable on
earth, and the moft complete preparation for
heaven,: I have a folemn call to gird my loing
and keep my lamp burning. Strangely reftored’
to health and ftrength confidering my years;
by the good nurfing of my dear Partner, I ven-
tured to preach of late as often as I did former-
ly, and after having read prayers and’ preached
twice on Chriftmas day &c, I did, laft Sunday
what I had never done—I continued doing duty
from 1o till paft 4 in the afternoon, awing ta
chriftenings, churchings and the facrament which
I adminiftered to a church full of people; fo that
I was obliged to go from the communion table
to begin the evening fervice, and then to vifit
fome fick. This has brought back upon me one”
of my old, dangerous {ymptoms, fo that I had.
flattered nyfelf in vain, to do the whole duty
of my own pariih. My dear wife is nurfing me
with the tendereft cace, gives me up to God
with the greateft refignation, and helps me to
rejoice, that lite and death, health and ficknefs,
work all for our good, and are all ours, as bleiled"
inftruments to torward us in our journey to
heaven. We intend, to fet out for Madeley
to morrow. The’profpe& of a winters journey
is not {weet; but the profpe& of meeting you
and your dear fifter, and Lady Mary, and Mrs.
: L
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L ——— and Mrs, G—-—, and all our other
companions in tribulation in heaven, is delight-
ful.” The Lord prepare and fit us for that glo-
‘rious meeting! As foon as I reach Madeley, 1
fhall write to Lady Mary. Give my beft re-
{pets ta her, to our deur g;ﬂer, and to the La-
- dies I have jult named; and believe me to be,
My dear Friend and Fellow traveller to Zion,
“Your moft obliged and affectionate Servavit,
~ P. S.'If Lady Huntingdon is in London, I
- would beg you to prefent my duty to her, with
" my beft wilhes. ' "

: - ) Madeley, Jan. xyéz.
“The Right Hon, Lady Mary Fitzgerald,
1 Thank you, My Lady, for yous

kind congratulations on ~my
marriage. The Lord has indeed blefled me with
'd Partner after my own heart—dead to the
world, and wanting, as well as myfelf, to be fill.
ed with all the life of God. She joins me in
* dutiful thanks to your Ladyfhip, for your oblig-
ing remembrance of her in your kind letter,
" and will help me to weltome you to the littie
hermitage we fpoke of laft year in London, if
“your Ladythip’s health or tafte, {hiould call you
to retire for a while from the hurry of the
ownl‘ . ° : ’ ' M
 _ What a difference between the court of the
- King of kings, and that of King Geotge! How
aceable the former, how full of hurry the
 latter! The Prince himfelf welcomes us, and
B ‘ ' Aaz " inanifefta



[ 284 )

manifefts himfelf to us, as Prince of peace, 25
Emmanuel, God with us. He will even bring
his kingdom, and keep his court in our hearts
If we open them, by the attention and recol-
lection of faith, be will even fup with us, and
make us tafte the fweetnefs of thut bread, which
came down from heaven, and the virtue of the
blood, which cleanfes from all fin, That this
may be our conflant experience, and that of our
dear companions in tribulation in St, James’s

lace, is the fincere and frequent wifh of, My

ady, Your moft obliged and obedient fer-
vant, I, F. '

. Madeley, Aug. 28th, 1782

The Right Hon. Lady Mary Fitzgerald.
& My honoured F ri?rlld, &

GRACE, Mercy, and hum-
: ble love be multiplied to

ou from God our Father, and from our Lor
j'cfus Chrift, through the eternal Spirit; 1B
whole name we were baptized into the body ©
the Church, the Spoufe of the Son of God. .
The Lord has peculiar favours in ftore for your
Ladyihip, and for me: the proof is, that we aré
affiicted. . Have you been in a weak ftate O
health? Ihave had the honour to drink of your
cup: the influenza has laid me down, but the
Lord, has raifed.mme up again; and when I was
partly ‘well, I brdke my fhin accidentally (fhould
I not fay providentially) againft a bench, and
the -costlequence was my being confined by 2
‘*ﬂ;}ggﬁ“go my bed, whence I write thefe lines.
’ . O may
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O may they be lines of confolation to my desr
friend! May the God of all Grace, who com-
forts unworthy me, rejoice your oppreiled heart,
and make it overflow with his patient love, and

fa.néﬁfyin]f truth, :
You ftill complain of vile felf: 1 wifh you joy,
for your knowing your enemy. Let vile felf be
reduced to order, and, tho* he be a bad mafter,
he will become an excellent fervants 1f you fay,
how fhall I do this? I reply, by lefting the
Lord, the Maker, the Preferver, the Redeemer,
the Lover of your foul, afcend upon the throne
of your thoughts, will, and affettions. Who
. deferves fo engrofs and fill them better than he
does? Is he not your firft Lord, your beft Huf-
band, your moft faithful Friend, and your great-
et Benefaltor? If you fay, *“ I do not fee
him;” I reply, that you never faw the foul of
any ofjour riends ;—nor do you fee even the
body of him you call your idol. Q! allow Je-
hovih, the Supreme Being, to be to you, what
he deferves to be, all in all. QOne lively a& of
faith, one aflent and confent to this delightfuk
truth, that your Father, who is in heaven, loves
you a thoufand times more than you love your
adol, (for God’s love is like himlelf, infinite and
boundlefs) will fet your heart at liberty, and-
€ven make it dance for joy. What, if, to this
ravithing confideration, you add the tranfport-
ing truth, that the Son of God, fairer than the
fons of men, and brighter thaa angels, has.
loved you unto death—to the deat.. of the crofs,
-and laves you ftill, more than all your friends
do, were their love collefted into ome heart;
could you help thinking, with a degree of joy-
- Aa g ous



[ 286 ]

ous gratitude, of fuch an inftance of divine con-
defcenfion? No, your vile felf would be enobled,
raifed, exﬁanded, and fet at liberty, by this evan-
gelical thought, and if you did not deftroy this
divine conception, if you nourifhed this little
degree of the love ofy Chrift, Emmanuel, the
God of love would be more fully manifefted in
you, and falvation would from this moment

row in your foul. Jefus would grow in your
%clieving, loving heart ; felf would be no body,
Emmanuel would be all in all;; and Lady Mar
would {hare all the happinefs, and, e’er long,all
the glory of that favoured Virgin whom all the
nations thall call blefled. You bear her name;
let her Son by the incorruptible feed of the
word, be alfo formed in you through faith; and
you will be fo taken up by this wonder of di-
vine love, {o employ’d in praifing your Father’s
mercy, and Saviour’s love and tendernefs, that
you will have but little time to fpeak either of
good or bud felf. When felf is forgotten as no-
thing before God, you put felf in its proper

lace; and you make room for the heavenly Be- -
mg, whofe holy and happy exiftence you are to
{hadow out. :

If you have left off attending on the Princefs,
attend on the Prince of peace with double dili-
geace.  If you have been wanting in that fweet
and honourable duty, it is becaufe the enemy
has told you lies of your Saviour, and has caft
veil over the love of his heart, and the beauty
of his fice. §ze the fnare, and avoid it.

Shall we ever have the honour of feeing you,
my Lady? My wife, who joins in refpe&tful love
and thanks to your Ladyfhip for your r%mem-

) : rance
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brance of her, fays, {he will do her beft to ren-
der our cold hovﬁfe fafe for you, if not conveni-
ent. You would have had a repeated invitation
from us, if fear, and a concern for your health,
heightened by the bad weather, had not check-
ed our defires to have an opportunity of affur-
ing you here, how much we are devoted to your
fervice. But the roads and the weather begin--
ning to mend, we venture to offer you the beft
apartment in our hermitage. I wifh it were
large enough to take in dear Mrs. G——, and
our dear friends in St. James’s Place; but we
have only two finall rooms; to which, however,
{xou would be received with two enlarged
earts; I mean thole of, My honoured Lady,
Your Ladyfhips obedient, devoted fervants,
‘ I. and Mo F . .

Madeley, Dec. 19th, 1782.

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley.
: : Rev. and dear Sir,

I Thank you for your
hint about exemplify-
ing the love of Chrift and his Church. I hope
we do. I wis afraid, at firft, to fay much of the
matter: for new married people do not’at firft
know each other: but having now lived four-
teen months in my new ftate, I can tell you,
Praovidence has referved a prize for me, and that
my wife is far better to me, than the Church to-
'Chrift ; fo that if the parallel fails, it will be on
my fide. : .
Be fo good as to perufe the enclofed fheets.
Mr. De Luc, to whom they are addrefled, is
. . Reader
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Reader to the Queen, and the Author of fome
volumes of Letters to her: he is a true philofo-
pher. 1 flatter myfelf, he will prefent my letter
to the Queen. Do you find any thing improper
in the addition I have made to my Poem? I
with ? were near you for your criticifins: you
would direé® me, both as a Poet and a Frenchman.
I have yet ftrength enough to do my parifh
duty without the help of a Curate, O that the
Lord would help me to do it acceptably and
tably! The colliers begun to rife in this
neighbourhood: happily the cockatrice’s egg
was cruihed, before the ferpent came out.
Mowever, I ghot many a hearty curle from the
colliers, for the plain words I fpoke on that oc-
cafon. F want to fee days of power both within
and without; but in the mean time I would fol-
low clofely my light in the narrow path. My
wife joins me in refpeétful love to Mrs. Weiley
and yourfelf, and requefting an intereft in your
prayers for us, 1 remaia, My dear Sig, Yous
affetionate, obligcd. brother, fervant and fon in
the gofpel, I. F.

Madeley, Marelt 3nd, 1783+

Mis, Thorntor, _
My, dear Friend,

YESTERDAY I received your.

melancholy, joyful' letter, as I

cxme: from- the facrament, where the grace of
God had armed: me to meet the awfu% news.
And is my merciful Hoft gone to reap the fruit
of his-mercy to me? I thouglit I fhould have
: ' ~ been-
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‘been permitted to go firft and welcome him into
everlafting habitations; but Providence has or-
dered it otherwife, and I am left behind to fay,
with you and dear Mrs. Greenwood, The Lord
gave, and has taken away, and Ueffed be his holy
- .mame ! '

The glory with which his fetting fun was
gilded, is the greateft comfort by which Hea-
ven could alleviate his lofs. Let me die as he
did, and let my laft end be like his! I was fo
fenfibly affe€ted by your account, that I could
not help reading part of your letter at church in
the afternoon, and defiring all the congregation
to join me in thankfgiving for the late mercies
he had vouchfafed to my generous benefa&or.
On fuch occafions, let fighs be loft in praife;
and repining in humble f{ubmiffion and thank-
ful acquiefcence. I hope dear Mrs. Greenwood
mixes a tear of joy with a tear of forrow. Who
would not be landed on the other fide th&
ftream of time, if he were fure of fuch a paffage?
Who would wifh his beft friend back on the

~fhores of forrow {o triumphantly left by Mr.
Greenwood ?

I hope Mr. Thomas Greenwood, and his bro-
ther Jofiah, have been rooted and grounded in
their good purpofes by their dying Father’s ex-
hortations and charges. Pray give my kindeft
love to them both, and tell them, I join my en-
treaties to his, that they would take to and kee
in the way, that brought their parent peace an
Jjoy at the laft, .

So Mr. and Mrs. Perronet are no more; and
Lazarus is ftill alive! What fcenes does this
world afford ? But the moft amazing is ccrmiiu

y
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ly that of Emmanuel crucified, and offering ws
pardons ana crowns of giory. May we. ever
gaze at that wonderful objeét, until it has form-
ed us into love, peace and f'oy! We thank you
for the iwecet nune you ftill call us by, and we
heartily take the hint and fubfcribe ourfelves

Your affectionate, grateful friends, and ready
fervants in Chrift, 1. and M. F.

Dublin, Aug. £3rd, 1783..

The Right Hon. Lady Mary Fitzgenld.
flonoured and dear Madam,

I See the truth of thofe words
of our Lord, In me ye fhall
Aave peace, comfort, ftrength and joy; Be of good
cheer. We came here to fee the members of
our Lord, and we find you removed, and re-
movinﬁ farther ftill, than you now are. What
. does this Providence teach us? I learn, that I
mutt rejoice in the Lord above all his members,
and find them all in him, who fills all in all;
who is the life of all our friends, the joy of all
our brethren. If our Lord is your life, your
firength, and your all, you will remove in vain
to the North or South; you cannot go from
your fpiritual friends; they will meet you in the
common centre of all li?:e and righteoufnefs ;
there, they will blefs you, rejoice in your joy,
and {ympathize in your forrow.
~ If Providenc calls you to England by Scot-
land, by which reute your Ladyihip apprehends
fo much difficulty, you know, we muft, at leaft,
g0 to heaven by a way equally painful—the
. narcow
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narrow wiy, the way marked with blood, and
with the tears and crofs of the Sﬁln of God ; and
if we follow him weeping, we fhall return with
everlafting joy on our keads. Even now the fore-
tafte of thofe joys is givem te us through hope,
for by hope we ave faved. Let our faith and hope
be in Ged, rooted and grounded in him, who
gtves vital heat to our hearts, ahd who fans there
the fpark of grace, which his: mercy has kind-
led ; and may that fpark, by the infpiration of
the Goly Ghoft, become a fire of holy love,
heavenly zeal, and heavenly glory.  Such pow-
er belongeth to the Almighty. He that [paved
not his own Sem, and has promifed us his Holy
8pirit, which is the mighty fireams of his grace,
and the mighty flame of his love, will not deny
us that power, if we wait for it in his appointed
ways; and afk it in the all prevailing name of

* Emmanuel, God with us. :
- My dear Partner, who, like myfelf, is deeply -
fenfible of your Ladyfhip’s kindnels in remen-
bering us, joins -me in thanks for your obliging
note, and in cordial wilhes, that all the defiies
of your believing foul may be granted you,.
both for time, death, and eternity. We fub-
fcribe ourfelves with grateful fincerity, Ho-
noured Madam, Your devoted fervamts in our
bleeding Lord. I.and M. F.

Madeley,
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. . Madeley, Nov. —_— 17830
To William Smyth Efg. '

Dear Sir,

THE many and great favours,
you have loaded us with, du-
ring our long ftay under your hofpitable roof,
prompted us to make the earlieft acknowledg-
ment of our obiigations, and to beg you would
receive our warmeft thanks for {uch unexpeéted,
and undeferved tokens of your brotherly love.
But the defire of filling our only frank has
hindered their being more early traced upon
paper; though they have been, are now, and,
we truft, {hall ever be deeply engraven on our
hearts. You have united for us the Irifh hofpi-
tality, the Englith cordiality, and the French
politenefs. And now, Sir, what fhall we fay?
You are our generous benefaftor, and we are
}'our aftectionate, though unprofitable fervants.
n one fenfe, we are on a level with thofe, to
whom you thow charity in the fireets: we can
do nothing but pray for you, your dear Partner,
and yours. You kindly received us for Chrift’s
fake ; may God receive you freely for his fake
alfo! You have borne with our infirmities-:—
the Lord bear with yours alfo! . You have “let
your lervant ferve us;—the Lord give all his
fervants and his angels charge concerning you,
that you hurt not your foot againft a ftone, and
may be helped out of every difficulty! You
have given us a moft pleafing refting place, and
comfortable apartment under your roof, and
next your own chamber:—the Lord grant you
eternal reft with him in his heavenly manfions!
- May
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May he himfelf be your habitation and reftin
place for ever; and place you and yours wit
his own jewels in the choiceft repofitory of pre-
cious things! You have fed us with the richeft
food :—May the Giver of every perfe&t gift fit
you for a place at his table, and may you rank
there with Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob! You
have given us wines:—may you drink, with
Chrift himfelf, the fruit of the vine, new in youx
Father’s kingdom! You have given us a rich
- provifion for the way:—when you crofs the
flood, the deep flood of death, may you find,
that your heavenly Lord has made fuch a rich
provifion of faith, righteoufnefs, hope, and joy
for you, that you may rejoice, triumph and fing,
while you leave your earthly friends to go
home! which, by the by, is more than we were
enabled to do; for inftead of finging in our
' cabins, there was very different melody.
- However, we could foon with grateful, joy-
ful hearts, look back from the Britifh to the
Irifh fhore, and greet in {pirit the dear friends
we had left there. The Lord blefs and increale
them in fpiritual, and, if beft for them, in tem-
poral goods alfo! The Lord crown them and
theirs with loving kindnefs, and mercies equal
to the love of our God, and the merits of our
Saviour! And now, dear Sir, what fhall I add ?
I cannot now even fee my bible but through
the medium of your love, and the token with
which it alternately loads my pocket and my
hand. I cannot even feal a letter with a good
wafer, but I find a new call to repeat my thanks
to you. I would begin again, but my fcrap of
paper is full, as well as my heart; and I muft
Bb fpare

-
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fpare a line to tell you, that I had the pleafure
of feeing our kind benefadrefs Mrs. Smyth
fafe at Briftol, with her little charge and Lady
Mary. We beg ouz thanks to John, Mr. and
Mors. Johnfon, and all, who were kind to us for
Chrift’s fake, and for yours. We remain, Dear
Sir, Your maft affeétionate and moft ebliged
penfioners and fervants I, and M. F.

Madeley, Nov. 1783
To the Society in Dublin,

' all the dear Brethren, wha
. after kindly inviting John and
Mary Fletcher, patiently bearing with them,
and their infirmities, and entertaining them in
- the moft hofpitable, Chriftian manner, have
added to all their former favours, that of thank-
ing them for their moft pleafant and profitable
}Qume)’.—-
Brethren, and dearly beloved in the Lord.
We had felt fhame enough under the fenfe
of your kindmefs and patience towards us, and
of our unprofitablenefs towards you, when at
Dublin. You needed not have added to our
fhame by the new token of your love, the
friendly letter we have received fromyou. We,
- we are indebted to you, dear brethren, we owed.
you the letter of thanks, you have gratuitoufly
fent. But in a}ll things you will have the pre-
eminence, anid we are glad to drink the cup- of
humility at your feet. May the Lord, who.can
part a {ea by the touch of arod, and. could at
firft caufe the earth to bring forth abundanill)i
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all manner of trees and plants without feed, fo
blefs the feed of the word, which we fowed in
great weaknefs among you, as to make it pro-
duce afull crop of humble repentance, cheerful
faith, triumphant hope, and the fané&tifying in-
fluences of God’s Spirit in your hearts, in all
your families, in all your affemblies, and in
your whole fociety? Ity your profufe liberality
towards us, abounded to the comfort of our poor
. brethren, we doubly rejoice on your account,
and on theirs. ,
* When we fee fo many of your dear names,
we rejoice in hopes, that as they fill and confirm
an epiftle diétated by overflowing love, fo they
"are enroll'd on the lift of the dear people, whom -
our great High Prieft bears, not on the breaft-
late as Aaron, but on his bleeding hands, and
1n his very heart, which is the overflowing and
everflowing fountain of divine and- brotherly
Jove. We cannot remember your faces; we
semember what will laft longer than your fea-
tures, your work and labour, your repafts of
love, together with your prayers and fighs.
May that feed fown be watered by the Redeem-
er’s blood! We afk it with tears of gratitude
and joy, while we, on our bended knees, fpread
your names, as you have kindly put them, and
our wants, {o far'as we remember them, before
the Father of mercies, and the -Author of every
perfeét gift.  Let our worthlefs names ftill find
a place in your memory, when you remember
our brethren diftant ‘in the flefth, but near in
he Spirit: among fuch vouchfafe to recken,
- Dear Brethren, Your very affe&ionate and truly .
vbliged fervants in Chrift, I. and M. F. :
' ~Bb.2 Madeley,

e
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Madeley, Nov. 1783,
To Mrs. Dolier. '

AND were my dear Brother and Sifter

: Dolier pleafed by the receipt of a
letter from fuch an unworthy worm? Oh that
1 could convey fome word irom the mouth of
my adorable Lord to your hearts! Oh that he
would permit me, his poor creature, to drop a
fentence, which might prove an encouragement
to my dear friends in their way! You alk,
¢ Shall I hope to attain the clean heart, and
walk in purity while here below?” Why not?
Abraham Ilopej againft hope, and there [prang fram
him, as good as dead, as the flars of heaven for mul-
titude. Does unbelief fay— Thou art dead;
thou haft out ftayed thy day, and it is all over ?”
then, arife out of the duft, roufe up all your
powers; againft hope, believe in hope, and by faith
receive ftrength to apprehend the fulnefs of
God. Remember Chrift is in your faith; hold
faith, and you hold Chrift. If you know not
how to get hold on faith, remember it is in ske
romife : feek for a promife, and lay hold there.
.'But if you cry out, ¢ I fee the links of the
chain fo far off, that, alas! I cannot take hold
on the promife; I don’t know which is for me,
I cannot reach fo far;” well, don’t faint yet;
there is another link ftill lower, that is to fay,
our wants. Can you be fure there is a wound
within; are you certain you are a finner?
Well, then, reach your hand hither, I came not
to call the righteous, but finners. Are you a help-
“lefs finner?  To them, who have no mught, he in-
creafeth firength, Are you an ungrateful, back-
’ fliding
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fliding finnes? Hear him fay, Thou haft played
the harlot with many lovers ; but return unto me f[aith
the Lord. And if you doubt, whether you may
believe for a_great medfure of holinefs ;" whether
our foul, already in old age and barren, {hall
chicvc for abundant fruitfulnefs; anfwer your-
felf my dear friend, from that word, Whofoever
will, let him come, and take of the water of life frecly.
I have juft told Mrs. Smyth of one of your
fifters here, once 2 deeper unbeliever than your-
felf, but now quite full of God: 1 refer you to
her letter. QO my God, in mercy let thy power
reft on thy dear fervants! Convegz, even by
this poor fcrawl, fome power to their hearts;
fome freth light into the mighty chain, which
begins with mans wickednefs, hangs on Gud’s
mercy in. the promifes, is continued by faith
-and vikory fpringing therefrom, and ends with
Chrift’s fulnefs .becoming all in all. "We pray
. the God of love to be with ‘your children, and
all who: meet with them. Tell fifter Hammend
to keep hold of the chain: it fhall draw her
into the holy of holies. With our kindeft, and
moft grateful remembrance of you both, we
Temain, Your fincere, but unworthy friends,
' a . liand M. F.

Madeley, April a7th, 1784«

Mr. Henry Brooke. .
© .My dear Brother, !
' ER.CY, peace, and yerfe&
: M love attend y:m,. yous deax
Partner, ang the dear friends. under your reof,
K . Bh 3 with
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with whom I beg you may abide under the crofs,
till, with John, Mary and Salome, &c, you all
can fay, We are crucified with him, and the life we
now live, we live by the faith of the Son of God, who
loved us and gave himfelf for us. -

You are certainly right, when you prefer the
inward to the outward : the former is the fafer;'
but both together make up the beauty of holi-
nefs. The inward life may be compared to the
hufband, the outward to the fruitful wife: what
‘God hath joined together, let no man, nor even
angel put afunder. ’ .

With refpeét to the glory of the Lord, it is af
hand, whatever falfe wifdom and unbelief ma
whifper to our hearts: it can be no farther off,
than the prefence of Him, who fills all in all.
Our wrong notions of things are a main hinder-
" ance to our ftepping into it: and perhaps our

minding more the c%erubims of glory, than the
plain tables, and the manna hid in the ark.
¢ There is a pafling,” fays Bromley, ¢ from
*¢ the outward to the inward, and from the in-
¢ ward to the inmoft; and it is only from the
* inmoft, that we can fee the Lord’s fpiritual
¢ glory.”——Pray, my dear brother, when you
get fo fixed in the inmoft, as not to lofe fight of
him, who dwells in the light, and in the thick
darknefs, let me thare your joy. Love will
make me partake of your happine(s.

With refpe& to what you fay, of the king-
~ dom not coming with the outward pomp, which

is difcoverable by the men of the world, it is
ftri&tly true; but, that there is an inward difplay
of power and glory under pentecoftal Chriftianity
is undeniable, both from our Lord’s promifes htp
' ’ 18
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his difciples, and from their experiences, after the
kingdom was come to them with power. It is,
fometimes, fuggefted to me, that, as the apoftacy
hath chiefly confifted in going after the pomp of
the whore of Babylon, fo that while the woman, .
who fled into the wildernefs, remains there as a
widow, fhe muft be deprived even of thofe true
ornaments, and of that {piritual glory, which was
beftowed upon her on the day of Pentecoft, the
day of her efpoufals. Ido not, however, clofe
in with the fug‘geﬁion, as I am not fure, that it
cannot come from Satan transformed into an
angel of light, to rob me of a bright jewel of
my Chriftian hope. To wait in deep refignati-
on, and with a.conftant attention to what the
Lord will pleafe to do, or fay concerning us,
and his Church; and to leave to him the times
and the feafons, is what I am chiefly called to do;
taking care in the mean while of falling into
either ditch:—I mean into fpeculation, which is
carelefs of a&ion, or into the aédtivity, which is
devoid of fpirituality., I would not have a
lamp without oil, and I could not have oil
without a lamp, and a veflel to hold it in for
myfelf, and to communicate it to others. ‘

I thank you, my dear friend, for the books

ou have fent me. I read, with great pleafure,
Ramfay’s Theological Works, which were quite
unknown to me. My good wifhes attend both
your brothers. Fare you all well in Chrifts
fo prays, 1. F. . :

Madéley,
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Madeley, June 20th, 1784

idr:. Greenwood.
My dear Friend,

1 Shall never forget the mercy,
which the living and the dead
have fhewed me; but the fight of Mr. Greenr
wood in his fon, has hrought. fome of my New-
Ington fcenes frefh to my remembrance, and §
beg leave to com&gz my tribute of thanks back
by his hands. anks! Thanks! What no
thing but words? Here is my humbling af;
J wilh to requite your manifu kindnefs, bﬂli
cannot; and fo I muft be fatisied to be ev&
your infolvent debtor. Nature and grace do
not love it. Proud nature lies unealy und
great obligations, and thankful grace would be
lad to put fomething in the fcale to
that, which you have filled with fo many far
vours. But what fhall I put? I wifh I
fend you all the bank of land, and all the
gofpel of Chrift; but the firk is. nat mine,
the fecond is alveady youwrs: fo praying the Lor
efus to make up my deficiencies with you, as bt
as done with his. Father, 1 remain your fil}
" unprofitakle, and Rill obliged Lazarus L F.

Madeley, Sep. 13th, 1754

James Ireland Efq. - :
My dear Friend, o .

URELY the Lord keeps US

D both in flippery places, that
we may ftill fet loofe to all below. Let us d%{g
- r m
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more and more, and make the beft of thofe days
which the Lord grants us to finith the work he
has given us to do. O let us fall in with the
racious defigns of his providence; trim our
amps, gird our loins, and prepare to efcape to
the heavenly fhore, as Paul did when he faw the
leaky {hip ready to go to the bottom, and made
him{elf ready to fwim to land. ’

I keep in my centry box till Providence re-
moves me: my fituation is gquite fuited to my
little firength; I may do as much or as little as
I pleafe, according to my weaknefs; and I have
an advantage, which I can have no where elfe
in fuch a degree—my little field of afion is
juft at my own door, (1))' that if I happen to over-
do myf(elf, I have but a ftep from my pulpit to
my bed, and from my bed to my grave, 1 with
brother Tandy joy about oppofition: this muft
be, and the more of it, the more will the word
of God prevail. If I had a body full of vigour
and a purfe full of money, I {hould like well
enough to travel about as Mr. Wefley does, but
as Providence does not call me to it, I readily
fubmit. The fnail does beft in its fhell: were
it to aim at galloping like the race horfe, it
would be ridiculous indeed.’ I thank God my
wife, who joins me in thanks to you for your kind
offer, is quite of my mind with refpe& to the call
we have to a fedentary life. We are two poor
invalids, who between us make half a labourer,

We fhall have tea cheap, and light very dear:
I don’t admire the exchange. Twenty thoufand
chambers walled up, and filled with foul air are
converted into fo many dungeons for the induf-
trious artifan, who, {eing compelled by this

murder~
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murderous tax, denies himfelf the benefit of
light and anr.  Blefled be God, the light of hea-
ven and the air of the fpiritual world is. ®ild
free : may we open doors and windows to let it
into our fouls, which thall be purified and en-
lightened by thefe heavenly guefts.

My dear Partner fweetly helps me ta drink
the dregs of life, and to carry with eafe the
daily crofs, Neither fhe nor I are long for this
world; we fee it, we feel it, and by looking at
death and his Conqueror, we fight before hand
our laft battle, with that laft enemy whom our
dear Lord hath overcome for ws. That we
may triumph over him with an humble,
Chriftian courafgc is the prayer of my dear
friend yours, 1. F. ,

Mzdclejr, Jan. 21ft, 1785,
Mrs. Thornton. '
: My dear Friend, : ;

1 Can’t exprefs how much I was
concerned at hearing of Mr.
Greenwood's illnefs: my poor’ prayers have -
heartily attended him. I want much to hear of
his better ftate of health. Give mine and my
wife’s kindeft love to him; and fhould change
of air, now the fpring is coming on, be likely to
be of fervice to him, we defire both him, and
you, and Mrs. Greenwood to remember, that
you have at Madeley a country retreat, frec
from the noife of London, and the hurry of
bufinels, where we fhould be glad to have an -
opportunity of requiting the kindnefs {hewed ta
me both by the living and the dead. o thzf
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O that the Lord would make both his cup
and yours rum over! Between the living and
the dead, (being dying worms ourfelves) what
manner of people ought we to be in our gene-
ration? If we canmot be what we would, burn-
ing and fhining lights, {hewing forth the glory,
the mercy, the [ove of our Lord, as thofe, who
flame with indefatigable zeal, and run a race of
immenfe labours, let us at leaft lie meekly at
Chrift’s feet, as Mary, or patiently hang on the
crofs, as our common Lord.

I want much to know, how you all do in foul
and body : as for me, ¥ make jufl fhift to fill up
my little centry box, by the help of my dear
Partner. Had we more ftrength we fhould have
opportunity enough to exert it. O that we were
but truly faithful in our little place! Your
great ftage of London is too high for people of
little ability and little ftrength, and therefore
we are afraid of venturing upon it, left the con-
fequence {hould be bringing new burdens on
our generous friends. e thould be glad to
rife high in ufefulnefs; but God, who needs us
not, calls us to fink in deep refignation and
humility.  His will be done! That God would
blefs you with all his choiceft bleflings, for time
and eternity, is the fincere prayer of, My dear
Friends, Your obliged fervants I. and M. F.,

Madeley, Feb. 11th, 1985,
Fo the Right Hon. Lady Mary Fitzgerald.

MERCY, righteoufnefs, peace and
* joy be multiplied to dear Lady

Mary, and to all, who are dear and near li:lto
er,
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her, from the Father of mercies, through the
Son of his boundlefs love, and through the
Spirit of infinite love, which the Father breathes
continually towards the Son, and the Son to-
wards the Father! So prays John. Fletcher.
And who are we, my Lady, that we fhould not
be fwallowed up by this- holy, loving, living
Spirit, which fills heaven and earth? If we
could exclude him from our hearts, we might
vilely fet up felf in oppofition to him, who is
all in all. But whether we confider it or not,
there he is, a true, holy, loving merciful God.
Affent to it, my Lady; belicve it, rejoice in it.
Let him be God, all i all; your God in Chrift
Jefus ; 'your brother, who is flell of your flefh,
bone of your bone; your Surety, who payeth
all your debt, in whom the Father was recon-
ciling you and us unto himfelf, and in whom
we are accepted. What an ocean of love to
fwim in—to dive into! Don’t be atraid to ven-
ture, and to plunge with all yours; elpecially
our dear friends in St. James’s Place, Mrs.
G——and Mrs¢ L———&c. Iam &c, I. F.

Madeley, Feb. 28th, 1785,

Mr. Henrg/rlBrooke.
y dear Brother,

WE are all fhadows. Your
. mortal parent hath pafled
away; and we pafs away after him. Blefled be
the ‘Author of every good and perfe&t gift for
the fthadow of his eternal paternity difplayed to
us in our deceafed parents, What was good,

loving
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loving, and lovely in them is hid with Chrift in
God ; where we may ftill enjoy it implicitly, and
where we {hall explicitly enjoy it, when he {hall
appear. A leffon I learn daily, is to fee things
and perfons in their invifible root, and in their
eternal principle; where they are not fubjett to
change, decay, and death: but where they
bloffom and "thine in the primeval excellence
allotted ‘them by their gracious Creator. ~ By
this means, I learn to walk by faith, and not by
fight; but, like a child, inftead of walking
Itraight and firm in this good {piritual way, I am
ftill apt to cling here or there; which makes me
cry, * Lord let me fee all things more clearly,
* that I may never miftake a fhadow for the
- *¢ {ubftance, nor put any creature, no not for a
‘ moment, in the place of the Creator; who
¥ delerves to be loved, admired, and fought
¢ after with all the powers of our fouls.”

Tracing his image.in all the footfteps of na-
ture, or looking for the divine fignature on
every creature, as we fhould look for the king’s
image on an old rufty medal, is true Philofophy;
and to find out that, which is of God in ourfelves,
is the true Wifdom,—genuine godlinefs. I
hope you will never be afraid, nor athamed of
it. I fee no danger in thefe ftudies and medi-
tations, provided we ftill keep the end in view—
the all of God, and the jfhadowy nothingnefs of all
that is vifible. :

With refpe& to the great pentecoftal difplay-
of the Spirit’s glory, I ftill look for it within
and without; and to look for it aright is the-
lefon I am learning. I am now led to be afraid

of that in my nature, which would be for pomp,
C c ihew,
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fhew, and vifible églory. Iam afraid of falling
by fuch an expeétation into what I call a fpi-
fritual judaizing; into a looking for Chrift’s
comming in my own pompous conceit, which
might make me reje& him, if ks wifdom, to
crucigy mine, chofe to come in a meaner way:
and if, inftead of coming in his Father’s glory,
he chofe to come meek, riding, not on the che-
rubim, but on the foal of an afs. Our Saviour
faid, with refpeé& to his going to the feaft, My
time is not yet come: whether his time to come
and turn the thieves and buyers out of the out~
ward Church is yet come, I know not. I doubt
'Lerufalem, and the holy place, are yet given to
"be trodden under foot by the Gentiles. But
my Jerufalem! why it is not fwallowed up of the
glory of that which comes down from heaven is
a. queftion, which 1 wait to be folved by the
teaching of the great Prophet, who is alone
poﬁeﬁ'eg of Urim and Thummim. The mighty
fowet to wreftle with him is all divine: and
often pray

¢ That mighty faith on me beftow,

Which cannot afk in vain,

Which holds, and will not let thee go, -

Till I my fuit obtain

Till thou into my foul infpire,

That perfe& love unknown,

And tell my infinite defire,

Whate’er thou wilt be done.”

In fhort, the Lord crucifies my wifdom and my
will every way; but I muft be crucified as th_e
thieves. All'my bones muft be broken; for there is
ftill in me that impatience of wifdom, whi<l:clln
wou
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would ftir, when the tempter fays, €ome domm
Jrom the crofs. It is not for us to know the times
and feafons, the mannes and myftical means of
God’s working; but only to hunger and thirft,
and lie paffive before the Great Potter. In
ihort, I begin to be content to be a veflel of clay
or of wood, fo I may be emptied of felf, and
filled with my God, my all. Don’t give up

our confident hope: it faves ftill fecretly, and

th a prefent, and, by and by, will have a great
recompence of reward.

I am glad, exceeding glad, that your decar
Partner goes on fimply and believingly. Such
a companion is a great blefling, if you know
how to make ufe of it. For when two of you
{hall agree touching one thing in prayer, it {hall
be done, My wife and I endeavour to fathom
the meaning of that deep promile; join your
line to ours, and let us learch what, after all,
exceeds knowledge—1 mean the wifdom, and the
power, the love and fiithfulnefs of God.

My wife and I embrace you both; and pray
you would help one-another, and us, by your
pr?ers. Adieu. Be God’s, as the French fay;
and fee God yours in Chrift, for you, and for
all our dear brethren. We are, Your obliged:
friends, I.and M. F.

Madeley, May 10th, 1735+

Mr. Melvill Horne.
Dear Brother, ,

I An forry you fhould have:
. been wuneafy about the
books: I received them fafely, alter they had

- Cc 2 lain.
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lain for fome time at Salop. I feldom look
into any book, but my bible; not out of con-
tempt, as if I thought they could not teach me
what I do not know; but Zecauf'e ¢ “Vitra breuis,
Ars longa:” 1 may never look into either of
them again.

Go on improving yourfelf by reading, but
‘above all by meditation and prayer: and allow
our Lord to refine you in the fire of temptation.
Where you fee a want, at home or abroad, with-
in or without, look upon that want, asa wam-
ing to avoid the caufe of the leannefs you pi-
ceive, and a call to fecure the bleffings, which
are ready to take their flight; for fometimes tru¢
riches, like thofe of this world, make themfelves
wings and flee away: the heavenly dove mﬂg
be- grieved, and take its flight to humbler, &0
more peaceful roofs. I am glad you do not
want hard or violent meafures: I hope you
never will countenance them, no not again
what you diflike. I believe things will turn out
very well at the Conference, and I fhall bea
witnefs of it, if the Lord of the -harveft gives me
a commiffion to be a fpe@ator of the order and
quietnefs of thofe who fhall be there: if not, 1
~thall help you by prayer to draw from far the
blefling of love upon our friends.

In being moderate, humble, and truly defi-
rous to be a Chriftian, that is, to be the leaf, the
laft, and the fervant of all, we avoid running
ourfelves into difficulties, we efcape many temp-
tations, and many mortifying difappointmentss
For my part, as I expeét nothing from men,
they cannot difappoint me; and as I expe& all
good things from God, in the time, way, meaﬁlra.
: an
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and maaner it pleafeth him to beftow, here I'can.
rot be difappointed, becaule he does, and. will
do all things well, . .

I truft c?rou labour for God and fouls, not for
praife and felf. When the latter are our aim,,
God, in mercy, bleffes us with barrennefs, that
we may give up Barrabas, and releafe the hum-
ble Jefus, whom we crucify afrefh by {fetting
the thief on. the throne, and the Lord of glory
at our footftool: for fo do thofe who preach
Chrift out of contention, or that they may-
have the praife of men. That God may blefs
you and your labours is the prayer of your
old brother, 1, F. '

vMadeley,,Julyy 1gth, 1785

James Ireland Efg..
My dear Friend,

BLESSED, be God we are fill
alive, and in the midft of ma-
ny infirnities, we enjoy a degree of health fpi-.
ritual and bodily.. O how good was the Lord,,
to come as Son of Man to.live here for us, and
to come in his Spirit to live in us for ever!
This is.a myftery of godlinefs:. the Lord make
us full witneffes of it!

A week ago, I was. tried to the quick by a.
fever with which my dear Wife was afflited:.
two perfons whom: the had vifited having heen.
carried off, within a piftol fhot of our houfe, 1.
dreaded her being the third, But the Lord.
hath heard prayer and ihe is {pared. Ol what:
o ’ Cc 3 is,
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is life! On what a flender thread hang ever-
laftingr things! My comfort hewever is, that
this thread is as ftrong as the will of God, and
the word of his grace which cannot be broken.—
That grace and peace, love and thankful jo
may ever attend you is the with of your
abliged friends, I, and M. F,

SIX




SIX LETTERS.

’ _ ON THE
SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATION

OF THE

SON or GOD.

1 am not mad, moft noble Feftus; but fpeak
the words of truth and fobernefs. A&s xxvi.

25. ,
Wifdom is juftified of her children. Mat.
xi, 19.
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FIRST LETTER.

SIR,

WHEN I had the pleafure of feeing
you laft, you feemed furprized to
hear me fay, that the gon of God, for purpofes
worthy of his wifdom, manifefts himfelf, fooner
or lateér, to all his fincere followers, in a fpiritual
manner, which the world knows not of. The
affertion appeared to you unfcriptural, enthufi-
aftical, and dangerous. What I then advanced
to prove, that it was [criptural, rational, and of the
greateft importance, made you defire I would write
to iou on the myfterious fubjeét. I declined it,
as being unequal- to the tafk; but having fince
confidered, that a miftake here may endanger
your foul or mine, I fit down to comply with
your requeft: And the end I propofe by it, is,
either to give you a fair opportunity of pointing
out my error, if I am wrong; or to engage you,
if I am right, to feek what I efteem the moft in-
valuable of all bleffings,—revelations of Chrift
to your own foul, produétive of the experimen-
tal knowledge of him, and the prefent enjoy-
ment of his falvation.

As an archite® cannot build a palace, unlefs
he is allowed a proper fpot to ereét it upon, fo
I fhall not be able to eftablith the doérine I
maintain, unlefs you allow me the exiftence of
the proper fenfes, to which our Lord manifeflg .
himfelf. The manifeftation I contend for, bz T
ing of a fpiritual nature, muft be made to {pir -
Lo tual

-~
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tual fenfes; and that fuch fenfes exift, and are

opened in, and exercifed by regenerate fouls, is

what 1 defign to prove in this letter, by the

Enft teftimony of Scripture, our Church, and
afon. :

I. The Scripfures inform us, that Adam lok
the experimental knowledge of God by the fal.
His foolith attempt to hide himfelf from his
Creator, whofe eyes are in every place, evidences
the total blindnefs of his underftanding. The
fame veil of unbelief, which hid God trom hs
mind, was drawn over his heart and all his fpis
ritual fenfes. He died the death, the moral, ip-
ritual death, in confequence of which the cor-
ruptible body finks into the grave, and the un-
regenerate foul into hell. )

n this deplorable ftate Adam begat his chils
dren. We, like him, are not only void of the
life of God, but alienated from it, through the
ignorance that is in uws. Hence it is, that
though we are poffeffed of fuch an animal and
rational life, as he retained after the commiflion
of his fin, yet we are, by nature, utter ftrangers
to the holinefs and blifs'he enjoyed in a ftate of
innocence. Though we have, in common with
beafts, bodily organs of fight, hearing, tafting,
{melling, and feeling, adapted to outward

jefts; though we enjoy, in common with devils,

the faculty of realoning upon natural truths,
and mathematical pr'opoﬁtions, yet we do not
underftand f{upernatural and divine thingse
Notwithftanding all our fpeculations about thei,
we can neither {ee, nor tafte them truly, unlefs
we are rifen with Chrift, and taught of Gode
We may, indeed, fpeak dnd write about thcm&;\:
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the blind may {peak of colours, and the deaf dif+
pute of {ounds, but it is all guefs-work, hear-
fay, and mere conjeéture. The things of the
Spirit of God cannot be difcovered, but by fpi-
ritual, internal fenfes, which are, with regard
to the fpiritual world, what our bodily, external
fenfes are with regard to the material world,
They are the only medium, by which'an inters
'courfe between Chrift and our fouls can be
opened and maintained. :

The exercife of thefe fenfes is peculiar to
thofe, who are born of God. They belong to
what the Apoftles call the new man, the inwward man,
the new creature, the hidden man of the heart. In
believers, this hidden man is awakened and raif-
ed from the dead, by the power of Chrift’s refura
rettion. Chrift is his life, the Spirit of God is
his fpirit, prayer or praile his breath, holinefs his
health, and love his element. We reag of his
hunger and thirft, food and drink, garment and
haibtation, armour and confli®s, pain and plea<
fure, fainting and reviving, growing, walking,
and working. All this fuppofes fenfes, and the
more thele fenfes are quickened by God, and
exercifed by the new born foul, the clearer and
ftronger is his perception of divine things.

On the other hand, in unbelievers, the inward
tnan is deaf, blind, naked, afleep, paft feeling;

ea, dead in tre{patles and fins; and of courfe, as
incapable of perceiving fpiritual things, as a per-
fon in a deep {leep, or a dead man of difcovering
outward objeéts. St. Paul’s languagt to him Is,
¢ Awake thou that fleepeft, arife from the dead,
and Chrift fhall give thee light.” He calls himr
@ natural man, one who hath no higher life than

that
X7, -
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that his parents conveyed to him by natural ge-
neration—one who follows the diQates of his
own fenfual foul, and is neither born of God,
nor led by the Spirit of God. “ The natural
man,” fays the Apoftle, * receiveth not the
things of ths Spirit, for they are foolifhnefs unto
him, neither can he know them, becaufe they
are fpiritually difcerned.” He has no fenfe pro-
perly exercifed for this kind of difcernment, his
“ eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into his heart, the things, which
God hath prepared for them that love him."

The reverfe of the natural man is the fpiritud,
fo called, becaufe God hath revealed {piritual
things to him by his Spirit, who is now in him a
principle of {piritual and eternal life. ¢ The
fpiritual man,” fays the Apoftle, * judgeth,
i. e. dilcerneth al things, yet he himfelf is
difcerned of no one.” The high ftate he is in
<an no more be difcerned by the natural man,
than the condition of the natural man can be
difcerned by a brute,*

St. Paul not only defcribes the fpiritual man,
but fpeaks particularly of his internal, moral
fenfes. Chriftians, fays he, of full age, by rea-
fon of ufe, have their fenfes exercifed to difcern

ood and evil.§ He prays, that the love of the

hilippians ¢ may abound more and more’ in
knowledge, and ev miéoy wobyoa in all fenfe or
Seeling.”t  The fcriptures conftantly mention, or
allude to one or other of thefe fpiritual fenfes:
—Give me leave to produce fome inftances.

1. To begin with the Sicur. St. Paul prays,
that, the eyes of his converts being enlightened,

they
¥5. Cor. ile 10—rx5.  §Heb. v 140  #Phil. i. ge

£3”
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théy might know what is the hope of their
calling. ~ He reminds them, that Chrift had
been evidently fet forth crucified before their
eyes, He affures them, that the God of this
world hath blinded the eyes of them that believe
not the gofpel; and declares that his commiffion
was to open the eyes of the Gentiles, and turn
them from darknefs to light. Abraham fmw
Chrift’s day, and was glad, Mofes perfevered, a8
Jeeing him who is invifible. David prayed, Open
my eyes that I may fee wonders out of thy Law.
Our Lord complains, that the heart of unbe-
lievers is waxed grofs, that their ears are dull of
hearing and that they have clofed their eyes,
left they fhould fee with their eyes, underftand
with their hearts, and be converted. He coun-
fels the Laodiceans, to anoint their eye; with
eye-falve, that they might fee. He declares,
that the world cannot receive the Spirit of
truth, becaufe it fees him not; that the things,
which belong to the peace of obftinate unbe-
lievers, are, at laft, judicially hid from their
eyes ; and, that the pure in heart fhall fee God.
St. John teftifies, that he, who does evil, hath
not feen God ; and that darknefs, hath blinded
the eyes of him, that loves not his brother.
The Holy Ghott informs us, that believers look
at the things which are not feen, and behold the
%!ory of God, fhining in the face of Jefus Chrift.

hefe are the eyes, with which belicvers fee
the falvation of God. They are fo diftinét from
thofe of the body, that when our Lord opened
them in St. Paul’s foul, he fuffered fcales to
grow over his bodily eyes. And no doubt,
when Chrift gave outward fight to the blind, it .

Dd - was
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was chiefly to convince the world, that it ishe
who can fay to blind finners, Receive yout
ﬁ§ht; fee the goodnefs of the Lond in the land
of the living; look unto me and be faved.

2. If you do not admit of a fpiritual Hears
ING, what can you make of our Lord’s repeated
caution, He that hath an ear to hear, let him
hear? And what can be the meaning of the
following fcriptures—Heaz, O foolifh people,
who have ears and hear not., Ye uncircumciied
in heart and ears. Ye cannot fhear my words;
ye are of your father the Devil. He, that is of
God, heareth, God’s words; ye, thérefore, beat
them not, becaufe ye are not of God? Ca it
be fuppofed, that eur Lord fpake of outward
- hearing, when he faid, The hour cemeth, and
now is, that the dead fhall heer the voice of the
Son of God and live. My fheep /ear my voices
He that-hath keard and learned of the Fathery
cometh unto me? Do not all finners ftand fpi-
ritually in need of Chrift’s powerful Ephphatha
Be thou opened? Is that man truly converteds
who cannot witnefs with 1faiah, The Lord hath
wakened my ear to hear as the learned ; and with
the Pfalmift, Mine ears haft thou opened? Hed
not the believers at Ephefus keard Chrift, and
been taught of him® When St. Paul was caught
up into the third heaven, did he not hear words
unfpeakable? And far from thinking fpiritual
hearing abfurd, or impoffible, did he not quef-
tion, whether he was not then out of the body?
And does not St. John pofitively declare, that
he was in the Spirit, when he heard Jefus fay, [
am the firft and the laft? ,

3 How void of meaning are the following
s : . paffages,
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paffages, if they do not alludeé' to that "sense,
which is calculated for the reception of, what
the barrennefs of human language compels me
to call fpiritual perfumes? The fmell of thy
ointments is better than all fpices. The fmell of
thy garments is like the finell of Lebanon. All
thy jgarments fmell of myrrh, aloes, and caffia;
and becaufe of the favour of thy good ointments,
thy name is as ointment poured forth.

4. If believers have not a fpiritual faculty of
TastinNG divine things, what delufion muft they
be under, when they fay, Chrift’s fruit is fweet to
their taffe; and cry out, How fweet are thy
words to my fafe! they are {weeter than hone
to my mouth? But how juftly can they fpea{
thus, if they have fafled the heavenly gift, and
the good word of God, and, as new born babes,
defire the fincere milk of it? Surely, if they
ear the fleth of the Son of God, drint his blood,
and faffe that the Lord is gracious, they have a
right to tefify, that hu love is better than winey
and to invite thofe, that hunger and thirft after
righteoufnels, to tage that «the Lord is good,
that they alfo may be fatisfied with his goodnefs
and mercy, as with marrow and fatnefs.

5+ If we are.not to be perfe& Stoicks in Relis
gion, if we thould have one degree more of de-
votion, than the marble ftatues, which adorn
our churches, we ifhould have, I think, fome
wisLING of our unworthinefs, fome sEnsk of
God’s majefty. Chrift’s tender heart was pierced
to atone for, and to remove the hardnefs of
ours. God promifes to take from us the keart of

jPame, and to give us an heart of flelh, a brokea
@™ contrite heart, the facrifice of which, he will
- , Dd 2 not
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not defpife. Good king Jofiah was praifed, be-
caufe his heart was tender. The converfion of
the three thoufand, on the day of pentecoft,
began by their being pricked in their heart.
We are dire&ed to feel after God, if haply we
might find him. Our Lord himfelf is not
athamed to be touched, in heaven, with a feeling of
our infirmities. And St. Paul intimates, that
the higheft degree of obduracy and apoftacy, 1
to be paft feeling, and to have our confcience
Jeared as with a hot iron.

I hope, Sir, you will not attempt to fet ade
fo many plain paffages, by faying, they are usit
to fupport a doétrine, as containing empty me-
taphors, which amount juft to nothing. This
would be pouring the greateft contempt on the
perfpicuity of the oracles of God, the integrity
of the facred writers, and the wifdom of the
Holy Ghoft, who infpired them. As certainly |
as there is a fpiritual life, there are fenfes cal- |
culated for the difplay and enjoyment of it;
and thefe fenfes exift no more in metaphor, than
the life, that exerts itfelf by them. Our Lord
{ettled the point, when he declared to, Nicode-
mus, that no man can fee the kingdom of Gods
the kingdom of grace here, and of glory here-
after, except he is firft born of God, born of the
Spirit ; juit as no child can fee this world, €x
cept he is firft born of a woman, born of the
flelh. Hence it appears, that a regenerate foul
hath his {piritual {fenfes opened, and made capa-
ble of difcerning what belongs to the fpiritual
‘world, as a new born infant' hath his natural
fenfes unlocked, and begins to fee, hear, a‘:ld

: tajte,
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tafte, what belongs to the material world into
which he enters.

II. Thefe declarations of the Lord," his pro-
phets, and apoftles, need no confirmation, Ne-
verthelefs, to fhew you, Sir, that I do not mif
take their meaning, I fhall add the teftimeny of
our own excellent Church. As fhe ftriétly agrees.
with the fcripture, fhe makes alfo frequent men-
tion of fpiritual fenfations, and you know, Sir,,
that fenfations neceflarily fuppofe fenfer. She:

ays, that God would *¢ give us a due fenfe of his.
ineftimable love in the redemption of the world,,
by our Lord Jefus Chrift.”* She begs, that he
would * make us know and feel there is no.
other name than that of Jefus, whereby we muft
be faved.”§ She affirms, that true penitents
feel “ the burden of their fins intolerable ;4
that godly perfons ¢ feel in themfelves the:
workings of Chrift’s Spirit;”} that ¢ the Lord
ipeaks prefently to us in the fcriptures, to. the

eat and endlefs comfort of all that have any
geling of God in them at all;” that ¢ godly
men felt, inwardly, the Holy Ghoft inflaming
their hearts with the fear and love of God,. ani
that they are miferable wretches, who have no,
Jeeling of God within them at all:”Jl And, that
“ if we feel the heavy burden of our fins prefling:
our fouls, and tormenting us with the fear of’
death hell and damnation, we muft fleadfafly; -
behold Chrift crucified, with the eyes of our
heart.”** ' '

Our Church farther declares, that ¢ true

0d 3 = faith

*Thank(giving.  {Office for the Sik.  #Communion.
%17 Aricle. [[Hom, on certain places of. feripture, g
* Hom, on the Paffiou. . :
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faith is not in the mouth and outward profeffion
only, but liveth and flirreth inwardly in the
heart, and that if we feel and ?erccive fuch a
faith in us, we muft rcjgice:”* That ¢ cor-
rettion, though painful, bringeth with it a tafle
of God’s goodnels:”§ That, ¢ if after contri-
tion, we feel our confciences at peace with God,
through the remiffion of our fin, it is God,
who worketh that great miracle in us;” and
fhe prays, that, ‘ as this knowledge and
feeling is not in ourfelves, and, as by ourfelves,
it is not poffible to come b{ it, the L)rd would
give us grace to know thefe things, and feed
them in our heurts.”+ She begs, that “ God
would affit us with his Holy Spirit, that we
may hearken to the voice of the good Shep-
herd.”$ She fets us upon afking continually,
thit the Lord would ¢ lighten our darimefs,” and
deliver us from the two heavieft plagues of
Pharaoh, ‘¢ blindnefs and harduefs of heart.”\ And,
{Lie affirms, that ¢ it we will be profitable hear-
ers of the {criptures, we muft keep under our
carnal fenfes, taken by the outward words, fearch
the inward meaning, and give place to the Holy
Ghoft,” whofe peculiar office it is to open our
fpirituil fenfes, as he opened Lydia’s heart,**

If I did not think the teftimony of our bleffed
Reformers, founded upon that of the facred
. writers, of (ufficient weight to turn the fcale of
your fentiments, I could throw in the declara-
tions of many ancient and modern divines. To

inftance

*Hom. on Faith tft apd 3d Part. sﬂom' on the fear
of Decath, ad Part. tHom, for Rogation weck gd Part,
inm. on Repeat. 2d Part. ||Even, prayer and Litany.

*Hom. on certain Places of Scrip, . .
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-inftance in two or three only. St. Cyrill, in
the xiii Book of his Treafure, affirms, that,
“ men know Jefus is the Lord, by the Holy
Ghott, no otherwife than they, who tgfle honey,
know it is fweet, even by its proper quality.”
Dr. Smith of Queen’s Coll. Cambridge, in his
fele& difcourfes, obferves, after Plotinus, that
¢ God is beft difcerned weod T 4@4 by an
intellectual touch of him.” We muft, fays he,
¢ fee with our eyes, to ufe St. John’s words; we
muft hear with our ear:, and our hands muft handle the
word of life, éu yap Juxis diobyoic 7ic for the
foul hath its fenfe as well as the body.” And
Bithop Hopkins, in his treatife on the new birth,
accounts tor the Papifts denying the knowledgé
of falvation, by faying, ¢ It is no wonder, that
they who will not truft their natural fenfes in the
doétrine of tranfubftantiation fhould not truft
their [piritual ones in the doétrine of affurance.”

III. But inftead of proving the point by mul-
tiplying quotations, let me intreat you, Sir, to
weigh the following obfervations in the balance
of Reafon.

1. Do not all grant, there is fuch a thing as
moral fenfe in the world, and that to be utterly
void of it, is to be altogether unfit for focial
_ life?" If you had given a friend the greateft
roofs of your love, would not he be inexcufa-

Ele, if he felt no gratitude, and had abfolutel

no fenfe of your kindnefs. Now, if moral fenfe
and feeling are univerfally allowed, between man
and man, in civil life, why fhould it appear
incredible, or irrational, that there f{hould be
fuch a thing, between God and man, in- the
divine life? | '

4: To
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4. To conclude, if material obje®s cannot be
perceived by man in his prefent flate, but
through the medium of one or other of his bo-
dily fenfes, by a parity of reafon, fpiritual ob-
jeéts cannot be difcovered, but through one or
other of the {enles, which belong to the inward
man. God being a Spirit, cannot be wor(hipped
in truth, unle{s he is known in Spirit. You
may as foon imagine, how a blind man, by rea-
foning on what he feels or taftes, can get true
ideas of light and colours, as how one, who has
no fpiritual fenles opened, can, by all his rea-
foning and guefling, attain an experimental
knowledge of the invifible God. :

Thus, from the joint teftimony of ScripToRe,
of our CxuRrcH, and of ReasoN, it appears, that
fpiritual fenfes are a blefled reality. 1 have
dwelt fo long on the }E‘roof of their exiftence
for two reafons, Firft, They are of infinite ufe
in religion. Saving faith cannot fubfift and a&
without them. If St. Paul’s definition of that
grace be juft, if it is “ the fubftance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not feen,”
it muft be a principle of fpiritual life, more or
lefs, attended with the exercife of thefe fenfes;
according to the poetic and evangelical lines of

Dr. Young
¢ My heart awake,
FeeL the great truths: To reEL is to be fired,
And to believe, Lorenzo, is to rEsL.”
L Till

ti
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Till profeflors fee the neceffity of believing, in
this manner, they reft in a refined form of god-
linefs. To the confidence of the Antinomians,
they may, indeed, join the high profeflion of
the foolifh virgins. They may even crown
their partial aflent to the truths of the golpel
with the zeal of Pharifees, and the regularity of
moralifts: but ftill they ftop fhort of the new
creation, the rew birth, the life of God in the foul
of man. Nay more, they ftumble at fome of
the moft important truths of Chriftianity, and
think the difcoveries, that found believers have
of Chrift and the fpiritual world, are enthufiafti-
cal delufions, or, at leaft, extraordinary favours,
which they can very well do without. Thus,
even while they allow the power of godlinefs in
others, they reft fatisfied without experiencing it
in themf{elves.

Secondly, What I fhall write will depend
very much on the exiftence of fpiritual fenfes;
and if this letter convinces you, that they are
opened in every new born foul, you will more
eaﬁl?' believe, Chrift can and does manifeft
himfielf by that proper medium ; and my lettgrs
on divine manifeftations will meet with a lefs
prejudiced reader.

That Emmanuel, the light of the world, may
dire&t me to write with fobernefs and truth, and

ou to read with attention and candour, is the

cere prayer of, Sir, Yours &c,

SECOND
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SECOND LETTER.

SIR,

HAVING proved, in my firft letter, the
exiftence of the fpiritual fenfes, to
which the Lord manifefts himfelf, I {hall now
enter upon that fubject, by letting you know,
as far as my pen can do it, 1. What is the
nature of that manifefation, which makes the
believer more thun conquerer over fin
death.
1. Miftake me not, Sir, for the pleafure of
calling me enthufiaft. I do not infift, as you
may imagine, upoa a manifeftation of the voice,
body, or blood of our Lord to our external
fenfes. Pilate heard Chrift's voice, the Jews
faw his body, the foMiers handled it; and lome
of them were literally fprinkled with his blood:
_but this anfwered no fpiritual end: "They knew
not God maaifeft in the flefh, ,
2. Nor do I underftand fuch a knowledge of
our Redeemer’s do@irine, offices, promifes
rformances, as the natural man can attain, by
the force of his underftanding and memorys
All carnal profeffors, all foolifh virgins, by con-
verfing with true Chriftians, hearing gofpel fer-
mons, and reading evangelical s, attain to
the ‘hiftorical, and doétrinal knowledge of Jefus
‘Chrift, Their underftandings are informed;
but, alas! their hearts remain unchanged. Ac-
- quainted with the letter, they continue igno-
rant of the Spirit. Boafting, perhaps, of the
greatnefs of Chrift’s falvation, they remain alto-
) gether

\




[ 3371

her unfaved ; and, full of talk about what he
hath done for them, they know nothing of Chrij}
in them, the hope of glory. .

3. Much lefs do I mean fuch a reprefentation

of aur Lord’s perfon and fufferings, as the natu-
‘ral man can form to himfelf, by the force of a
warm mmagination. Many, by feeing a ftriking
pi@ure of Jefus bleeding on dXe crofs, or hear-
mg a pathetic difcourfe on his agony in the
garden, are deeply affected and melted into
tears. They raife in themfelves, a lively idea
of a great and good man unjuftly tortured to
death; their foft paffions are wrought upon, and
pity fills their heaving breafts. But, alas! they
remain firangers to the revelation of the Son of
God by the Holy Ghoft. The murder of Julius
C=far, tﬁgathetically defcribed, would have the
fame efte@® upon them, as the crucifixion of
Jefus Chrift. A deep play would touch them as
eafily as a deep fermon,. and much to the fame
purpofe; for .in either cale, their impreffions
and their tears are generally wiped away toge-.

ther. . '

4« Nor yet do I underftand goed defires, melt-
ings of heart, vitories ‘over particular corrup-
tions, a confidence that the Lord can and will
fave us, power to flay ourfelves on fome pro-
mifes, gleams of joy, rays of comfert, enliven-

" ing hapes, touches of love; no, not even fare-.
es.of Chriftian liberty, and of the good. word.

of God. Thefe are rather the delightful draw-.
ings of the Father, than the' powerful revelation
of the Son. Thefe, like the ftar, that led the -
wife men for a time, then dilappeared, and ap-
_ peared: again, are helps and encouragements, ta
: ' come
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come to Chrift, and not a divine union with
him, by the revelation of himfelf. .

I can more eafily tell you, Sir, what this 1'eve-f |
lation is not, than what "it is. The tongues 0
men and angels want proper wo_rds to exprefls
the fweetnefs and glory, with which the Son of
God vifits the fouﬁs that cannot reft without

him. This bleffing is not to be defcribed, b}':
enjoyed. It is to be written, not with ink, but w
the [pirit of the living God, not on paper, or_tablet f
fone, but in the flefhly tables of the heart. May the
Lord himfelf explain the myftery, by g%
you to eat of the hidden manna, and beftows
upon you the new name, which no man knova
fave he that receives it! In the mean time, B¢
a view of the following rough draft of this mer
cy; and, if it is agreeable to the letter of th¢
word, pray that it may be engraved on yoIr
heart, by the power of the Spirit. !
The revelation of Chrift, by whicha &™
profeffor becomes a holy and happy poffef ®
the faith, is a fupernatural, fpiritual, experi®
tal manifeftation of the Spirit, power, and love,
and fometimes of the perfon of God muanift} 1
the fleth, whereby he is known and enjoyed n?
manner altogether new: as new as the kno¥
ledge a man, who never tafted any thing but
bread and water, would have of honey and wint
fuppofe, being diifatisfied with the beft defcrip-
tions of thole rich produfions of nature, b¢
altually tafted them for himfeif. )
This manifeftation is, fooner or later, i 2
higher or lower degree, vouchfafed to every
fincere feeker, through the medium of one OF

more of the fpiritual fenics opened in his fouls
in
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in 2 gradoal or inftantaneous manrter, as it pleaf-
es God. No fooner is the veil of unbelief
which covers the heart rent through the agen-
ey of the Spirit, and the efforts of the foul
fruggling into a living belief of the word: no
gwoner, I fay, is the door of faith opened, than

brift, who fiood at the door and knocked,
comes in, and difcovers himfelf full of grace and
truth, Then the tabernacle of God is with
man. His kingdom comes with power. Righ-

" teoufnels, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft
fpread threugh the new bern foul; eternal life
begins; heaven is open on earth; the conicious
heir of glory cries Abba, Father; and from
bleffed experienge can -witnefs, that he is come
to ‘ mount Sion, and to the city of the living

God, the heavenly Jerufalem, and to an innu-
merable company of angels; to the general al-
fembly and church of tie firft born, which are
written in heaven, and to God the judge of all,
and to the fpirits of juft men made perfett, and
to Jefus the mediator of the new covenant, and.
to the bleod of {prinkling, which fpeaketh bet-
ter things than the blood of Abel.”

. I -this' manifeflation is duly improved, the
effeds of it are admirable. . The believer’s heast,
now fet at liberty from the guilt and dominiom
of fin, and drawn by the love of Jefus, pants
aftey, greater conformity to his holy will, and
mousits up to him.in prayer and Traifc.‘ His
life is a:courfe of chearful evangelical .obedience,
and his moft: common afions becowme - good
works, done.to the glory of God. If he walks
0p to his privileges, outward obje&s emtangle
him no more. Havinifound the great 1 AI;;I,

c ’ the
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the eternal fubftance, he looks upon all created
things as fhadows. Man, the moft excellent of
all, a};pears to him altogether lighter than vani-
ty. Yea, doubtlefs, he counts all things but
lofs, for the excellency of the knowledge of
Chrift Jefus his Lord ; efteeming them but dung,
that he may win Chrift, and, to the laft, be
tound in hin, not having his own righteoufnefs,
but that which is through the faith of Chrift:
that, by new difcoveries of himfelf, he may
know him and the power of his refurredion
every day more clearly. In the mean time, bt
cafts his fins and miferies upon Jefus, and Jeis
beftows his righteoufnefs- and happinefs upo?
him. He puts on Chrift, and becomes a parts-
ker of the human nature. Thus, they are i
tually interefted in each other; ard to ufe St
Paul’s endearing expreflions, they are efpoul
and married. Joined by the double band of
redeeming love and faving faith; - they are one
{pirit, as Adam and Eve, by matrimony ¥
ane fleth, ¢ This is a great myflery,” fays b
Apoftle, but, thanks be to God, 1t is made ma-
nifeft to his faints.* N

IL. If you afk, Sir, How can thefe things b
Defcribe to me the particular manner of thefe
manifeftations? I reply in our Lord’s words 10
Nicodemus, * Art thou a mafter in Ifrael,
nay more, a Chriftian, * and knoweft not thefe
things?”  Verily, I fay unto you, though w¢
cannot fix the exa® mode, and précife manner
of the breathing of the Spirit, yet, we fpesk
what  we  do know, and teftify what we have
) feen, but you receive not our witnefs, wact

v B . LI U nO s

*Eph. ‘v.' 32.
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not, however, if we find it impofiible to tell you
-all the particulars of a divine manifeftation.
You yourfelf, though you feel the wind, fee its.
amazing effeéts, and hear the found of it, cannot
tell whence it cometh, and whither it geeth:
much lefs could you defcribe it to the fatisfac-
tion of one, who never heard or felt it himfelf.
Many earthly things cannot be conceived by
earthly men. The blind, for example, can ne-
ver conceive the difference of colours; what
wonder then if natural men do not underftand
us, when we tel them of heavenly things?

Neverthelefs, I would in general, obferve,
that the manner, in which the manifeftation of
the Son of God is vouchfafed, is not the fame in
all perfons, nor in the fame perfon at all times.
The wind bloweth, where it lifteth, much more
the fpirit of the living God. His thoughts are
mot as our thoughts: be difpenfeth his bleflings,
not as we expe&t them, but as. it pleafes him.
Moft . commonly, however, the finner, driven
out of all his refuges of lies, feels an aching
void in his foul. Unable to fatisfy himfelf
any longer, with the hufks of empty vanity, dry
morality, and fpeculative chriftianity; and tired- |
with the beft form of godlinefs which is not ~
attended with the power of it, he is brought to
a [piritual famine, and hungers after heavenly
food. Convinced of unbeliet, he feels the want
of the faith of God's aperation. He fees, that no-.
thing fhort of an immediate difplay of the
Lard’s arm can bring his foul into the kingdom of
God, and {ill it with righteoufnefs,
in the Holy Ghoft. Sometimes,
lively hopes,. he ﬁ.rug}g‘lcs into lit

€ 2
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and prays with groanings, which cannot be ut= -
tered: at other times, almoft finking under a
burden of guilty fear, or ftupid unbelief, he is
violently tempted to throw away. his hope, and
go back to Egypt; but an invifible hand fup-

rts him, amﬁ far from yielding to the bafe
uggeftion, he refumes courage, and determines,
to follow on to know the Lord, or to die feek-
ing him. Thus he continues wandering up and
down in a f{piritual wildernefs, until the Lord
gives him the reft of faith, the fubftance of
things hoped for, the evidence of things not.
feen.

This evidence comes wvarious ways. Some-
times the fpiritual eye is firft opened, and chief-
ly, though not only, wrought upon. . Then the
believer, in a divine, transforming light, difco-
vers God in the man Chrift, perceives unfpeak-
abie glories in his defpifed perfon, and admires
infinite wifdom, power,. juftice, and mercy, in
the bload of the crofs. He reads the feriptures
with new eyes. - The myfterious book is un-
fealed, and every where teftifies of him whom
his foul loves. He - views experimentally, as
well as dotrinally, the fuitablenefs of the Re-
"deemer’s offices, the firmnefs of his promifes,
the fufficiency of his righteoufne(s, the preci-
“oufnefs of his atonement, and the completenefs
of his falvation. He fees, and feels his intereft

,in .all. Thus- he beholds, believes, wonders,
~ and adores. Sight being the nobleft fenle, this
fort of manifeftation i8 generally the brighteft.

Perhaps his {piritual eay is firft opened, and
that voice, which raifes the dead, ¢ Go in peace,
thy fins are forgiven thee,” pafles. with power
. o "~ through

.
?
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through his waiting foul. He Enows, by the
gracious effe&t, it is the voice of Him, who faid
once, * Let there be light and. there was light.'””
He is fenfible of a new creation, and can fay,
by the teftimony- of God’s Spirit, Learing wit-
nefs with his {pirit,—This is my Beloved’s voice,
he is mine, and I am his, I have redemption,
through his blood, even the forgivenefs of my
fins: and having much forgiven, he loves much,,
and obeys in proportion.. -

Frequently alfo Chrift manifefts himfelf, firft
and chiefly to-the fpiritual feeling. He takes
-. the burden of guilt, dejeétion, and fin, from the
heavy-laden foul;. and, in the room' of it, im~
parts a ftrong fenfe of liberty, peace, love, and:
joy in the Holy Ghoft. The ranfomed finner,,
enabled to overcome racking doubts. or dull in-
fenfibility, believes now with the heart unto.
righteoufnefs,. and makes confeffion with the
mouth unto falvation.. Surely, fays he,|In the
Lord, I have righteoufnefs and firength.. This.
is the finger of God. This day is falvation.
come to my foul. None but Jefus could do: this:
for me. The Lord he is. God ; he is my FLord:
and my God. This manifeftation is generally-
the loweft, as being made to-a lower fenfe’;.
therefore great care. ought to be taken, not to,
confound it with the ftrong drawings.of the Fa-
ther, on which. it borders. Some babes. in
Chrift, who, like young Samuel, have not yet
their fenfes. properly exercifed to know the-
things freely given to them of. God, are often:
made uneafy on. this. very account.. Nor can;
they be fully fatisfied, until they find the efleéts,
of this manifeftation are lafting, or they obtaim

" Eg 3 ' clearenr
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clearer ones by means of the nobler fenfes,—
the fight or hearing of.the heart. -
I11. Though I contend only for thofe difco-
veries of Chrift, which are made by the internal

fenfes, becaufe fuch only are promifed to all;

yet I cannot without contradi&ing fcripture,
deny, that the external fenfes have been wrought
upon in fame manifefations. When Abraham

faw his Saviour’s day, he was, it feems, allowed .

to wafh his feet with water,* as afterwards the
penitent harlot did with her tears. And Saul,
i his way to Damafcus, faw Jefus’s glory and

beard his voice both externally and internally,

for they, ‘¢ that journeyed with him, faw the

light, and heard a voice,” though' they could

not diftinguith the words which were {poken.
Sometimes alfo manifeftations, though merel
internal, have appeared external to thofe, who
were favoured with them, When the Lord
called Samuel, in Shiloh, the pious youth fup-
pofed the call was outward, and ran to Ely,
laying, Thou calledft me: but it feems the
voice had ftruck his fpiritual ear only, otherwife
the high prieft, who was within hearing, would
have heard it, as well as the young prophet.
And though Stephen fteadfaftly looked up to
heaven, as if he really faw Chrift there with his
bodily eyes, it is plain he difcovered him onlj
with thofe of his faith, for the roof of the houfe
where the court was held, bounded his outward
fight; and had Chrift appeared in the room, fo
as to be vifible to common eyes, the council of
" ‘the Jew$ would have feen him, as well as the
pious prifouer at the bar.

*Gen. xviil, 3,

Hence.

P
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Hence we learn—1ft, That the knowledge of
fpiritual things, received by fpiritual fenfe, is as
clear, as the knowiedge of natural things, ob-
tained by bodily fenfe. 2dly, That it is fome-
times ‘poffible to be doubtful, whether the out-
ward eye or ear is not congerned in particulat

revelations; fince this was not only the cafe of

Samuel, but of St. Paul himfelf, who could not
tell, whether the unfpeakable words, he heard in
paradide, firuck his bodily ears, or only thofe of
is foul. 3rdly, That no ftrefs is to be laid
upon the external circumftances, which have
fometimes accompanied the revelation of Chrifts '
If aged Simeon had been as blind as old Ifaac,
and as much difabled from taking the child Jefus
in his arms as the pamlytic, the internal revela-
tion he had of €hrifl could have-made him fay
~ with the fame affurance, Now Lord, let thy fer-
vant depart in peace, for mine eyes have feen
thy falvation, If the Apoftle had not been
firuck to the ground, and his eyes dazzled by
outward light, his converfion would not have
been lefs real, provided he had been inwardly
humbled and enlightened. And, if Thomas,
waving the carnal demonftration "he infifted
upon, had experienced only in his innér man,
that Chrift is the refurreétion and the life, he
could have confeffed him, with as great'a con.’
Icioufnefs he was not miftaken, as when he
cried out, My Lord, and- my God! - I am;’
Sit’ Yoms' m’ e ' ; o : N -

A .o
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THIRD LETTER.

Iv. WHY the Lord manifefts himfelf to
the children of men is an impor-
tant queftion, which I now come to. confider.
It is not, we may eafily think, for the gratifica-
tion of their curiofity, but for purpofes worthy
of his wifdom: and what thefe are, we fhall foon
- learn, if we reduce divine manifeftations.to three
general claffes, Extraordinary, Ordinary, and Mixt
Unes; and then confider the defign and.ufe of
each, as it may be colleéted from {cripture.
 I. To begin with manifeftations. of the Extra-
ordinary Kmd : they are fuch as are either merely
external, or vouchfafed to a few only on parti-
cular occafions, and are by no means effential ta
falvation. S

1. Some of thefe are calculated to roufe the
thoughtlefs into. confideration. Of this kind
was ttf:e manifeftation fome were favoured with,
a little before our Lord’s paffion. * As he
prayed, there came a voice from heaven, faying,
I have glorified my name, j;and will glonfy it

_again. The people, that ftood by, and heard it,

~ faid,. It thundered;” they looked upon. the. ex-
traordinary call as fomething common and na-
tural. ¢ Others faid, An angel {pake to him..
But Jefus faid, This voice came not becaufe of.
me, hut for. your fakes.” )

2. Others are ‘intended as a laft warning, to
notorious finners. Of this nature was the terri-
fying fight Nebuchadnezzar had, in his fecond
dream of “ a Watcher and Holy One coming

down from heaven,.and crying aloud, Cut dbvgn
~ the

i
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the tree.” And that of the myfterions hand,
which wrote Belfhazzar’s doom on the wall,
while he profaned the facred veffels in his night
revels. >

3+ Some are defigned “for the prote&ion of
God’s people, and the deftru&ion or, humiliation
of their proud enemies. As when the * Lord
looked to the Egyptians, through the pillar. of
fire, and troubled their hoft :” en ‘“ He caft
down great ftones from heaven” upon the armies
of the five ‘kings, who fought againft Ifraeli
Or when he manifefted his prefence in Nebu-
chadnezzar’s furnace, to quench the violence of
the flame, preferve the three confeffors, and
convince the raging tyrant, that God’s kingdom
ruleth over all, . : ,

4. The defign of othérs is to encourage the
children of God in dangereus enterprizes, or
direct them in important fteps. Of this kind
was that to Jofhua, before he began the conqueft
of Canaan; and that to St. Paul, when the Lord
ftood by him in the prifon, and informed him
he muft bear witnefs to him alfo at Rome. '

5. Some are calculated to appoint fome per-
fons to uncommon fervices and trials, or to the
prophetic and minifterial office. As that in
which Noah was commiffioned to build the ark,
Abraham to ofter up Ifaac, Mofes to deliver
Ifrael, Nathan to reprove David, Balaam to blefs
Ifrael, and Jeremiah to preach to the Jews.

6. Others afgain are defigned to an{wer provi.
dential ends the deliverance of the people
of God, as thofe of Gideon; or fpiritual ends
of reproof, infitru@ion, and confolation to the

church throughout all ages, as moft of the
’ revelations
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fevelations vouchfafed to the prophets, and to.
'Sto Johnq' ’ v ‘

~ 1I. The manifeftations eflential either to the
converfion of finners, or edification ‘of faints,
and which the word of God, and the experiences
of Chriitians \hew to be common to all believers,
in all ages of the church, are of the Ordinary
Kind, and their ule or defign is,

1. To make the word 1pirit and life, ¢ quick
and powerful, iharper than any two-edged {word,

iercing even to the dividing afunder foul and
pirit,” that the gofpel may not come to finners
¢« in word only, but alfo in power, and in the
Holy Ghoft, and in much aflurance.”

. 2. To eafe an anguithed confcience, and im~
part the peace of (g'od to a troubled mind : as
in the cale of broken-hearted David, mourning
Hezekiah, weeping. Peter, and Paul agonizing in
prayer.

' i. To reveal Chrift to us, and in us, fo as ta
make us favingly believe, and know, in whom
we have believed, according to the experiences
of Peter, Lydia, Cornelius, and  every living

. member of Chrift. '

5. To open a bleffed intercourfe, and keep up
a delightful communion with Chrifi ; as appears.
from the experiences of believers illuftrated in
‘the Canticles. ,

?. To filence the remains of felf-righteouf-
nefs, and deepen the humiliation of our fouls;
as in the cafe of Job, To.make us grow in

race, and in the knowledge of our Lord Jefus
Chrift.  To bruife Satan under -ouy feet, yea to
bruife the f¢rpent’s head in our hearts, and feal
the excceding great and precious promifes given
R : : to
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to us, that we might be partakers of the divine
nature, and continue immoveable, always a.
bounding in the work of faith, the patience of
hope, and the labour of love. In a word, to
¢ ftrengthen us with might; by God's -Spirit, in
the inner man, that Chrift. may..dwell in our
hearts by faith, and we may be filled ‘with all the
fullnefs of God.” . : po '
- 6. To prepare us for great trials, fupport us
under them; and comfort us after them. This
was our Lord’s experience before his ‘temptation,
after he had overcome the tempter, and when
he was in the theight of 'his agony. This was
alfo the cafe of David, St. Paul, and of all the
apoftles, when they had been fcourged for the
name of Jefus; and it is ftill the cale of all true
and deep mourners in Sion. ©
- 7- And laftly, to make us depart in peace, as
Simeon ; or die in:perfe& love with our ene-
mies, and in the full triumph of faith, as St,
Stéephen. Al, who'live and die in the Lord
partake, more or lefs, of thefe ordinary difplays
of his powerful prefence, and I defire you, Sir,
to remember, that it is chiefly, if not only, in
fuppert of thefe important manifeftations I take
up the pen. ; o
III. The third clafs of manifeftations is that
of Mixt Owes; fo called, becaufe they are partly
extraordinary, and partly ardinary. Some are
ordinary in their defign, and .extraordinary in
their circumftances. . Of this fort was the mani-
feftation to the apoftles!Aéts ivi 3r.. The de-
fign of it was merely .common, i. e. to comfort
‘them under contempt, and-encoul"zaée them to -~

do good agd fuffer evil; but the fhaking the plas
st B
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where they were affimbled was an uncommon cirs
cumftance. . The fame thing may be faid .of the
defcent of the Holy G on the 120 whe
were affembled in the upper toom :on the day
of Pentecoft, and fome time' after upan Cornes
lius and his foldiers. That they fhould be bap-
tized with the Holy Ghoft and fpiritual fire was
not extraordinary, fince it is the common blef
fing, which can alone make a man a Chriftian,
or confirm him in the faith: but that the found
of a rufhing wind fhould be heard, and lumi-
nous appearances. feen vefting upon them, and
that they fhould have been enabled to fpeak the
wonderful works of Gad in other tongues, were
uncommon circumflances attending their Ipiri-
tual baptifm. . )

d ?ome manifeftations are mixt, both as to %theitf:
efign and circumftances. That the inigaity o
Ifaiah fhould be put away, and 5t. Paul conv);rta
ed, were not uhcommon thingd; they are the
¢ommon effefts of :ordimary -manifeftations: But
that the prophet fhould be commiflioned to
preach to the Jews, and the apoftle to open the
eyes of the Gentiles were extraordinary . circume
fances, as alfo, a flying chcn_lb'appcatingb to the
one, and a light brighter than the fun, blinding

the other. o :

For want of diftinguifhing properly between
what is ordinary and extraordinary in mixt mae
nifeftations, perfons who are not pofleffed of a
clear head, or what is woefe, of an honeft hearty
conclude, that none but. enthufiafts fpeak’ now
of divine manifeftations. If they hear it affirm-
ed, they nruft be converted as well as St.. Paud,
they. pertly afk, Whether they are Jews, and.

: whether
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whether they muft be ftruck to the earth hya
voice from heaven?, They wilfully forget, that
our Lord fpake to his hearers as finful men, and
not as bigotted Jews, when he faid, ** Except
ye be converted, ye cannot enter inte the king-
dom of heaven.” They obftinately refufe to
fee, that the circumftances of the apoftle’s fall-
ing to the ground &c were not effential to his
converfion, and had no other ufe, than to make
his call more remarkable for the converfion of
the Jews, and comfort of the Chriftians. When
the fame prejudiced perfons are told, that they
muft be born of the Spirit, and receive the Holy
Ghoft, as well as Cornelius and his fervants,
overlooking the ordinary baptifin of the Spirit,
they pitch upon the extraordinary circumftance
of the gift of tongues, imparted for a feafon; to
remove the pre'udgizgs of the Jews, and to draw
the attention of the Gentiles; and think, with a
fneer, and a charge of enthufiafih, to overturn
the apoftolic faying, ¢ If any man hath not the
Spirit of Chrift, he is none of his.” Be not de-
ceived, Sir, by thefe perfons. Acknowledge
that, fo {ure as you want the regenerating know-
ledge of Chrift, you want the manifeftation of
* his Spirit, without which he can never be known
favingly. To return,

Though I contend only for the ordinary ma-
nifeftations of Chrift, I am far from fuppofing,
that all extraordinary or mixt manifeftations have
ceafed. Such a cenceffion would favour too
much of the {pirit of infidelity, which prevails
- in the Church.” They are more frequent than
many imagine. To inftance in one particular

how far I am from acquielcing with that iniﬁde'}
' ' - pirit

e
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fpirit. Tam fo attached to that old book the
Bible, as to fay of many, who pafs for minifters
of Chrift,, Wo to the foolilh prophets, that
follow their own fpirit and have feen nothing;
that fay, The Lord fays, and the Lord hath
not fent them. I think the defire of being
ftiled Reverend, or Right Reverend, and the
profpe& of a living or a mitre, are very impro-
per motives for affuming the facred charaéter.
And I'am fuch an enthufiaft as to believe our
church in the right for requiring that all her
minifters thould not onl %e called, but even
moveD by the Holy Ghoft to take the office of
Ambafador for Chrift upon themfelves.§

V. Having mentioned' the defign and ufe of
~ ordinary manifeftations, it may not be improper,
to touch upon the abufe of them. Their ge-
nuine tendency is to humble to the duft. The
language of thofe, who are favoured with them,
is,—Will God indeed dwell on the eatth!
Lord what is man, that thou art mindful of him,
and the fon of man, that thou vifiteft him!
Now, that I fee thee, I abhor myfelf. Iam not
worthy of the leaft of thy mercies. Iam duft
and athes.—But as there is nothing, which the
heart of man cannot be tempted to corrupt and
pervert, fo as foon as the power attending the
manifeftation is a little abated, Satan begins to
thoot his fiery darts of {piritual pride. You are
a peculiar favourite of heaven, whifpers that old
ferpent, few are fo highly blefled. All your
enemies are fcattered; you need not be fo
watchful in prayer, and fo ftri& in felf denial;
you {hall never fall. If the believer is not up}c:g

., §Ordination.
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his guard, and quenches not thefe fiery darts
with his fhield, as faft as the enemy throws
them, he is foon wounded, and pride kindles
again upon him.

St. Paul himfelf was in danger from this
quarter. ¢ There was given him a thorn in
the fleth, a meffenger of Satan to buffet him,
left he fhould be exalted above meafure, through
the abundance of the revelations.” Aaron and
Miriam fell into this fnare, when they {pake
againft Mofes, faying, ¢ Hath the Lord indeed
{poken only by Mofes? Hath not he {poken
by us alfo?”  David likewife acknowledges his
error in this refpe&: ¢ In my profperity, I
{aid, I fhall never be moved, thou, Lord, of thy

oodnefs haft made my hill fo ftrong;” but my

eart was lifted up, and my confidence partly
carnal, therefore, ¢ thou didft turn thy face
from me, and I was troubled.” The way to
avoid the danger is to forefee it; to look much
to the lowly Jefus, and upon the firft approach
of a temptation to pride, to give, with double di-
ligence, all the glory to him that gracioufly be-
ftowed all, and to take, with double care, all the
fhame of our fins to ourfelves. St. Paul’s direc-
tion in this cafe is excellent: ¢ Becaufe of ,un-
belief fome were broken off, and thou Randeft
by faith. Be not high minded, but fear.”
- Another genuine effe@® of divine manifefla-
tions is an increafe of confidence in the Lord,
and of aétivity in his fervice, What holy bold-
nels filled the fouls of thofe worthies, who,
through faith, wrought righteoufnefs, and turn=
ed to flight the armies of the aliens? How did
she love of Chrift conftrain the dilciples to

, - Ffa ~ fpeak
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fpeak and a& for God after the day of Pentecoft ?
Nothing could exceed their fortitude and dili-
ence. Neverthelefs, if the temptation to pride
3s yielded to, the Comforter is grieved, and car-
nal fecurity, indolence of fpirit, and indulgence
.of the flelh, infenfibly prevail. The deluded
profeffor thaugh fhorn of his ftrength, like
Sampfon, fancies himfelf the fame. Soul, fays
he, thou haft goods laid up for many years, even
for ever; though the Lord manifeft himfelf to
thee no more, be neither uneafy nor afraid; he
changes not. Sometimes the delufion 'grows to
that height, that the farther he goes from the
kingdom of Ged, the ftronger he imagines his
faith. He even fpeaks contemptuoudly of that
kingdom. He calls righteoufnefs, peace, and -
joy in the Holy Ghott, a frame, a fen/Ble feeling,
a Yow difpenfation, beyond which he has happily
got. He thanks God he can now reft upon the
bare word, without an application of it to his
heart; that is to fay, he ean be fully fatisfied
with the letter without the Spirit, he can feed
unpon the empty bufks of notions and opinions,
as i they were power and life. '
. The end of this dreadful miftake is generally
a relapfe into grofs fin; witnefs the falls of
David and So(#nv; or what is not much bet-
ter, a fettling In a form, without the power of
godlinefs, as the Laodiceans of ald, and too
" imany now, who have a name to live' and are
dead. The only way to avoid this precipice, is
to follow the light of the firft manifeftation, and
. look daily for new vifits from Chrift, till he
~ makes his abede with us, and we walk in the
light, as he is in the light, A mmifeftatianthof
. . e
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the Spirit laft year will no more fupport a foul
this year, than air breathed yefterday will neu-
rith the flame of life to day. The fun, which
warmed us laft week, muft {hine again this week.
Old light is dead light. A notion of old
warmth is a very cold notion. We muft have
fre(ly food daily, and though we need not a new:
Chrift, we need, perpetually, new difplays of his.
eternal love and power. The Lord taught us
this important leflon, by making the manna he
gave Ifrael in the wildernefs to difappear every
day, and caufing that which was not gathered.
frefh, to breed worms and ftink. Neverthelefs,,
as the myfterious food kept [weet in the golden -
%ot in the ark, fo does the heavenly power in
hrift, to whom every true Ifraelite will come
daily for new fupplies. of hidden manna; for
freth manifeftations of the Holy Spirit. Thou-
fands, by not confidering this, feek the living
 among the dead, fancying that a living Saviour
is to be found in dead experiences, and that all
is well though they live after the fleth, and are,,
rhaps, led captive by the devil at his will..
ut when their fouls awake out of this dange-
rous dream, they will be fenfible of their mif-
take, and frankly acknowledge, *“ God is not
the God of the dead, but of the living;” and:
that, ¢ if after they have efeaped the pollutions:
of the world, through the knowledge of the:
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, they are again.
entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end:
_i8 worle with them than the beginning.”
Leaving thefe lukewarm, formal, Laodicean
rofeflors to the mercy of God, I fubfcribe my-
1f, Sir, Yours &c. '
F£3 . FOURTH
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FOURTH LETTER.

SJR’

VI. THAT fome perfons are bleffed
with clearer, ftronger, or earliex
manifeftations than others, is undeniable; and
why it is fe, is one of the myfteries of God’s
kingdom, thit fhall net be explained until the
day of Judgment. In the mean time, the fol-
lowing refleétions may poffibly caft fome light
oi that dark fubje&, andpﬁelp us ta fay, He does.
all things well.

1. Qur Lord fuits the manifeftations of him-
felf to the various Rates of the Church. Under
the Mofaic difpenfation, which confifted much in
externals, divine manifefations had, generally,
fome external circumftances: but the Chriftian.
Church, being formed upon a more {piritual
plan, is favoured with revelations of a more {pi-
ritual, and internal nature.

2. The Lord confiders us as rational creatures,.
in a ftate of probation. Were he to indu]ge us
with powertul, inceffant, overwhelming difco-
veries of himfelf, he would rathex violently.
- force, than gently lead us to repentance and
obedience. Every day is not a day of Pentecoft.
Soon after the Son of God had feen”the heavens.
open, he was led into the wildernefs te be tempt-
ed of the devil; and {o is his fpoufe after him.*
St. Paul, by obferving, that be was nat difobedi~ .
ent ta the heavenly vifion, and, that be kept his
‘body under, left he thould become a caft away,
intinates his bright manifeftation was not of fuch:

. ; . ‘¢ conti<’
*Hofl if, 140 -
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~ continuance and foree, but he might have dif~
- obeyed, as g{onah did in a fimilar cafe. Some
have, in fa&, refifted bright manifeftations in
their day: witnefs Cain, Judas, Balaam, Saul,
Nebuchadnezzar, and the Ifraelites who perifhed
in the wildernefs; and too many backfliders are
refifting them now. So fure, then, as thereis a
time of trial for faith, hope, and patience, there
is alfo an-abatement of the power, which attends
-divine manifeftations.
" 3. Our wife Redeemer proportions the means
fo the end. If the cﬂ'cél: of a manifeftation of
his' love is to be exceeding great, the manifefta-
tion muft be exceeding bright. Suppofe the
burden of guilt and hardnefs, temptation and
forrow, under which one groans is ten ‘times
greater than that, which op[geifes another, it is
plain the manifeftation, which is to remove the
_ tenfold weight is to be ten times fironger. The
fame rule holds alfo with regard to fufferings
and labours. The hotter the %ght of affli¢tions
Goad’s children are to go through, the ftranger
and the brighter alfo is the celeftial armour put
:thpou them at the revelation of the Captain of
eit falvation. -
4. Neither can it be doubted, but that our’
ood God, in fixing the degree of divine mani-
F’eﬁations, hath a peculier refpe& fo the ftate and:
Caﬁ}d‘% of the fouls to whom he difcovers him-
feif. 't

he deeper finners mourn for him, the

deeper he makes them drink of the cup of falva-
tion at his appearing. Blefled are they, that
eatly hunger and thirft after’ righteoufnefs;
geir fouls are thereby greatly enlarged to re-
-ceive the oil of gldnefs, and the wine of the
kingdom.
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kingdom. Bleffed are the poor in fpirit, thofe,
whole fouls are empty as the veflels of the defo-
late widow, in the days of Elifha: when the
heavenly Prophet fhall vifit them, the fireams of
his fulnefs fhall certainly flow according to the’
degree of their emptinels.

5. A {kilful phyfician prefcribes weaker or
ftronger medicines, according to the flate of his
patients. So does the Phylfician of fouls; he
weighs, if I may fo fpeak, every dram of the
heavenly power in the fcales of goodnefs and
wifdom. He knows what quantity of the hea-
venly cordial our fpirits can bear, and will not,
without the greateft care, put the ftrong wine of
his powerful love into a weak veflel. He fees,
that as fome perfons can ftand, for a time, the
fight of the meridan fun, when others.are hurt
by the firlt appeardnce of a taper, fo fome Chrif-
tians can bear the ftrong beams of his gracious

refence, while others are almoft overpowered
g his fainter rays., , ' ‘

6. If fome live and die withowut any mani-
. feftations of the Redeemer’s love and glory, the
reafons of it may poffibly be found in the abyfles
of his juftice and goodnefs. * They grieve and

nench the Spirit, that convinces ‘the world of
n; and it is very fit they fhould not have him
as a Comforter, whom they obftinately reje& asa
Reprover. Add to this, that as our Lord fore-
fees, that if fuch people were favoured with
tokens of his more diftinguithing condefcenfion,
they would only abufe them, as Cain and the
Pharifees did, he puts them not to the tzial, nor
fuffers them to enhance their guilt by trampling
richer mercy and love under foot: fo that this
-7 feeming
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feeming feverity is, in fa&, real beni‘fnity.‘

7. The Lord not only proportions the degrea
of his powerful appearance to the weaknefs of
our fouls, but alfo to that of our bodies. He
knoweth whereof we are made, and remembers.
that we are but fleth. If the natural fun, that
glorious emblem of our Emmanuel, was to ap<
proach as near our earth, and fhine as bright as

flible, the infufferable blaze and heat would
inftantly blind and confume us. By a paritP'
of reafon, was our bright Sun of rig{teoufnc s
to manifeft his unclouded glory, or to appear
without the tempering medium of his manhood,
no fleth could fupport the fight. The brain,
unable to bear the high operations of the foul,
would turn, the heart of the wicked, fwelled
with intolerable pangs of fear, and that of the
righteous, dilated by overwhelming tranfports of
joy, would inftantly burft. God therefore fays,
#¢ No man can fee my face,” without fome
dimming veil, “ and live.” Hence arofe like-
wife the grateful exclamations of Manoah and
others, when the Lord had manifefted himf{elf to
them concealed under human appearances, We
have feen God and live! 'We have beheld him
and are not confumed !

8. This may, perhaps, help us to account,,
why the Lord ftill hides his face from fome of
his fincere feckers. They fit begging by the wa

- fide of his ordinances, and yet he does not pafs
by, fo as to reftore to them their fTiritual fight,
that they might know him. In all probabi%ity
he defigns them fuch a bright manifeftation, as
they are not yet able to bear. When theix
bearts are firengthened for the heavenly vifion,

' it
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jt thall fpeak. Let them only wait for it. Let
patience have its perfe& work, and faith in the
word be tried to the uttermoft; and he, that
cometh, will come, and will not tarry, He will
bring his reward with him, and a moment of his
prefence will make them abundant amends for
the waiting of an age. Were he to appear, be-
fore they are prepared by the humiliation of re-
Egntmce and the patience of hope, they would

in the cale of thofe carnal Ifraelites, who, far
from being able to commune with God, could
not fo much as {peak to Moles, when he came
down from the mount, without firft obliging
him to put a veil over his fhining face.

Peter, James, and John were, it feems, the
foremoft of the.apoftles in fpiritual ftrength and
boldnels; neverthelefs, the manifeftation they
bad of Chrift on the mount almoft overwhelmed.
them. Their body funk under the weight of
his glory, and when they came out of their fleep
or trance, they could not recover themfelves,
¢ they knew not what they faid.” This had
been before the cafe of Daniel, and was once
more that of St. John. The comelinefs of the
man greatly beloved was turned to corruption ;
he retiined no ftrength. And the beloved
Apoftle, when he {aw his Saviour with fome ad-
ditional beams of glory, fell at his feet as dead.
St. Paul not only loft his fight on fuch an occa-
fion, but was near lofing his life, being unable
to take any refrefhment for three days and three
nights. And it is alfo generally fuppofed, that
Mofes a&ually died under the overpowering
dilplays of the ‘Redeemer’s love. Hence we
learn, that God’s way and time are beft, and that
N we
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we are to leave both to his gracious. wifdom;
ufing the means, in which he has promifed to
ll:{ar;lfcﬁ himfelf to thofe who diligently feek
im. - .
VII. What thofe means are is what I come in
the laft place to confider. The agent or author
of every divine manifeftation is the eternal God,
one in three, and three in one. . The Father
reveals the Son freely, the Son freely dilcovers
himfelf, and the Holy Ghoft freely teftifies of
him. Neverthelefs, the fcriptures, in general,
attribute this wonder of grace to the blefled
Spirit. “ No man can” experimentally, * fay,
that Jefus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoft.”
1t is his peculiar office to convince the world of
righteoufnefs, by giving us to know favingly the
_ Lord our righteoufnels. ¢ He fhall glorify
me,” fays Chrift, “ for he fhall take of mine,
and fhew it unto you.” And this he does,
without any merit of ours, in the means, which
God hath appointed, and which he enables us to
ufe aright. :

Thele means are both outward and inward.
The outward are what our Church calls * the
means of grace;” articularly ‘hearing or read-
ing the word, partaking of the facraments, and
praying together with one accord for the mani=
feftation of the Spirit, as the primitive Chriftians
did.* Thefe means are to be ufed with the
greateft diligence, but not to be trufted to; the
only proper obje& of our confidence is God,
who works all in all. It was not Mofes's rod,
which partea the red fea, but that almighty arm,
which once divided the water from the water
: without

*Als i 1.
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without 2 red. Neverthelefs, 2s Mofes was not
to throw his rod away, under pretence of truft-
ing in God alone, neither was he to rely on the
weak inftrument, as if the divine power r
in 1t.

Though the Lotd in general works by means,
he ties himfelf to none, and fometimes works
without any. The fame Spirit, which fell upor
Cornelius, while Peter preached, fell-upon Peter
on the day of Pentecoft without any preaching.
And the fame Lord, who opened Lydia’s beurt
by the minifiry of St..Paul, opened the heatd
St. Paul by the fole exertion of his powh
We hence learn, that as on the one hand, we
ought not with the profane and enthufiafts 1
tempt the Lord, by negle&ing the ufe of any of
the means he hath appointed; fo on the other
hand, we muft beware of confining God to par:
ticular means, times, and places, as the bigotted
. and fuperftitious do; remembering, that when
we are cut off from all outward means, it is ouf
privilege to wait for the immediate difplay
God’s arm, in the ufe of the inward means.

Of thefe, the 1ft is a believing, there will be2

rformance of the Lord’s promife, and that b¢
1s willing and able to manifeft himfelf to us 3
he does not to the world : this is the very root
of prayer, fervency, hope, and expeétations
Without the atings of this preparatory. faith,
the foul droops, and becomes an eafy prey to
defpondency, vanity, or floth, Where this ta-
lent is buried, the Lord feldom works. Believe
eft thou, that I am able to do this for thee? 18

enerally the firft queftion, that he puts to' the
eeker’s heart, If it is anfwered in the negati\gp
' ¢
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he can do no great miracle, becaufe of this un-
belief. Neverthelefs, it muft be acknowledged,
that St. Paul was blefled" with the revelation of
the Son of God, without any ptevious defire or
expe&ation of it. In him, and others was this
fcripture fulfitled, * I was found of them that
fought me not, I was manifefted to them that
afked not after me.” But, in general, where
the gofpel is preached, the Lord will be enquir-
ed of by the houfe of Hrael to do this; and if he
vifits any with convi&ion, as he did St. Paul, it
is only to make them pray, as that apoftle did,
until he manifefts himfelf, by the Holy Ghoft,
in a way of confolation and Iove.
The 2nd inward means of the manifeftation
“of Chrift is refignation, as to the particular man-
ner, time, and place of it. Through patience,
as well as faith and prayer, we inherit this pro-
mifed blefing. Some, according to their carnal
wifdom and forward imagination, mark out the
way in which falvation is to come to their
hearts; but the Lord, generally, difappoints
thofe unhumbled feekers, though, as in the cafe
of Gideon, he may gratify one in a thoufand:

for believers are * not born of the will of the-

fleth, nor of the will of man, but of God.”
The Jews expedted the Meffiah, and there they
were right: but they expe@ed him in their
own way, and there they ftumbled and feill.
While they looked for a mighty conqueror,
another A{exander, to make themn great, they
overlooked the lowly Prince of peace, who came
to make them good; and, at laf, they crucified
him as a bafe impoftor. This Jewith difpofition
s in all by nature. Hence Chrift is commonly

Gg ‘rejeéled

£
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seje@ted in the Spirit by Chriftians, as he was in
the fleth by the Jews. We would have him
come to give us an idle reft, but he appears to
teach us to deny ungodlinefs, and fight the good
fight of faith: this we do not like. Qur nature
wants to ftep at ence into a throne; but he
offers firft to nail us to the tree, and to crucify
our flefh with its affe@ions and lufts: and from
this we fhrink as from the grave. 'We expeét to
be carried at once to the top of mount Tabor, to
fee unutterable .ﬁlory; but he leads us to Geth-
femane to watch and pray, or to Calvaryb
fuffer and die with him: here we recoil, and do
mot chufe to know him. Our forward impati-
ence diftates, that he fhall inftantaneoufly turn
our midnight inte noonday; but inftead of ma-
aifefting himfelf at once as the meridian fun, he
will, perhaps, appear only as the morning ftar,
that our light may fhine more and more unto
the perfe& day. This defeats our counfel, we
defpile the day of fmall things, and do not think
fo low an appearance worth our netice and
thanks. If you, Sir, ever Teek the faving know-
ledge of Jefus, never ftop till you can witnefs
your fun goes down no more ; but, in the mean
time, never {light the leaft ray of heavenly light.
The leaft may open into the broad day of eter-
nity. Ceafe ftom your own falfe wildom, and
become as a little child, er you cannot enter the
kingdom of heaven, and feec the King in his
beauty. -

"The 3rd and laft inward means, I would re-
commend to mourners in Sion, is a tender re-
gard for the reproofs of the Spirit, a conftant
attention to the drawings of the Father, obedi-

. ence
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ence to the calls they have to fecret prayer, and
a fear of depending upon their duties, and not
folely upon the faithfulnefs of Jefus. Whoever
follows thefe direétions,. according to the grace
given him, will of courfe ceafe from outward
evil, and do, as he can, the little good his hand
finds to do. This is a better way of waiting for
the revelation. of Chrift, than to-lie down in de-
jection and hopelefs. unbelief. All thefe, whe
fullenly bury their one talent, and: wilfully re-
tain the accurfed thing, complain in vain that
their Lord makes long tarrying. They obfti-
nately grieve his convincing Spirit, and then
abfurdly clamour, becaufe he does not reward
them for it, by the comforts of his heaven-
ly prefence.- Let us not be fo unreafonable,
ket us ¢ ftrive to enter in at the ftrait gate,”
remembering, that “ many fhall feek to enter
in, and fhall not be able.” But let us ftrive
lawfully, not making ourfelves a righteoufnefs
of our own feeking, knocking, and ftriving,
The fun fhines not becaufe we deferve it, by
undrawing our curtains, but becaufe it is- its na-
ture. Jefus vifits us, not becaufe of any merit
in our prayers &c, but for his own fake, becaufe
his truth and compaffion fail not. - Free grace:
opens the door of mercy, not-to works and me-
rit, but to want and mifery. That you and L
may knock and prefs in, with all needy, peni~
tent, believing finners, is the earneft with ofa
heart, which prompts.me to fublcribe myfelf,,
Sir, Yours &c. . '

Gg 2 FIFTH
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FIFTH LETTER.

SIR,

WHEN I told you, that, in all ages,
Jehovah Jefus manifefts himfelf in a
peculiar manner to his people, you exclaimed
againft the affertion as altogether new and un-
fcriptural. It lies upon me therefore to prove,
that antiquity and fcripture are on my fide,
11hall then in this letter appeal to the mani.
feftations recorded in the Old Teftament. You
cannot expe& all the revelations of any child of
God, much lefs thofe of every one, to be men-
tioned in fo {hort a hiftory as that of the Bible.
Neverthelefs, enough is faid on the point to
convinge us, that, in every age of the Church,
Gad hath favoured the fons of men with pecu-
liar difplays of his prefence.

Let us go back as far as Adam himfelf. Did
aot the Lord familiarly converfe with him be-
fore the fall, both when he prefented him with

_a partngr, and - when he brought ¢very beaft of
the field before him, to fee what he would call
them? Did he not vifit him after the fall, to -
pronounce his {entence, and to promife, that he
would become the woman’s feed, and bruife the
ferpent’s head? Was not this manifeftation
granted to Abel, when the Lord had refpe& to

" his facrifice;—the very caufe of Cain’s envy,

wrath, and murder? Did not Enoch’s walking

with God imply a conftant union and commu-

nion with Emmanuel? And how could this

union have taken place, if the Lord had not

firt revealed himfelf- to the Patriarch? Muft
- not
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not two.perfons meet and agxec, before they can:
walk and converfe together

Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord,
and, in confequence of it, was made acquainted.
with his righteous defigns, and received direéti-
ons how to efcape from a perithing world.
‘The hiftory of Abraliam: is full of accounts of:
fuch manifeftations: In one of them, the Lord
called him out of his fins, and from his kindred,.
to go both to the heavenly and earthly Canaan,.
In others he promifed him Ifaac and Ifaac’s
myfterious feed. Several years after, for the
trial of his faith, he commanded him to facrifice-
that favourite fon; and when the trial was over,.
he teftified. his approbation of Abraham’s con-
duét. He went farther. Read Gen.. ch. 13th,.
and you will fee, how the divine Philanthrophy,.
or the love of God towards man apFeared. n.
condefcending to clothe himfelf, betore hand,,
with the nature he was to aflume in the virgin’s.
womb, and to converfe-in this undrefs with the
father of the faithful, as a prince with his fa-.
vourite, or-a friend with his confident.

Sarah and Agar, Ifaac and Rebekah, had their
divine manifeftations;, but- thofe of Jacob dea.
ferve our- particular attention.. When he fled.
to Syria from the face ot his- brother Efau, and
lay delolate in a field, having onl{ a heap of
ftones for his pillow, the God of all confolation
appeared to him; ‘¢ and behold the Lord ftood.
agove the myfterious ladder, on which the angels.
of-God afcended and defcended, and faid, I am.

the Lord—behold, I am with thee, and will:
_keep thee in- all places, whither thou goeft..
And Jacob called that place Bethel, the houfe of’

Gg 3 Ged,,
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God, and the gate of heaven.” As if he had
wanted to intimate, no one ever found the gate
bf heaven, but by a manifeftation of Chrift, who
is alone the way to the Father, and the door
into glory. When the fame patriarch returned
to Canaan, and was left alone one night, there
wreftled a man with him till the breaking of the
day. And when this extraordinary perlon faid,
¢ Let me go for the day breaketh; he replied
I will not let thee go, unlels thou blefs me ;’
and he bleffed him there, acknowledging that he
had Fower with man and God, even with him,
whole name is Emmanuel, God with us. -
¢ And Jacob called the name of the place Pee
niel, «(the face of God) for he faid I have feen
God face to face, and my life is preferved.”
The defign of this manifeftation was merely to
ftrengthen liis faith, and we learn from it, that
the children of faithful Abraham wreftle in
prayer with the God-man, as Jacob did, till they
prevail, and are bleffed as he was.

Mofes was favoured with numberlefs manis
feftations, fometimes as prime minifter of the
King of the Jews, and at other times only as a
common believer. ¢ There appeared to him,
in the wildernefs of mount Sinai, the angel of
the Lord in a flame of fire in a buth ; and when
Molfes faw it, he drew near, and the voice of the
Lord came unta him faying, I am the God of
thy fathers &c.”* Many partook of. a fight e-
iually glorious: “ Maofes, Aaron, Nadab, and

bihu, and {eventy of the elders of Ifrael went
up and saw the God of Ifrael, and there was
under his feet as it were a paved work of fap-

' : phire

AR vii. ge.
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phire ftone, and as it were of the body of hea-
ven in his_clearnefs; and upon the nobles of
the children of Ifrael he laid not his band; alfo
they saw God, and did eat and drink.”* ¢ Be-
~ hold,” faid Mofes upon the occafion, * the
Lord our God hath fhewed us his glory, and
we have heard his voice out of the midft of "the
fire, and we have feen this day, that God doth
talk with man and he liveth.”§ All Ifrael
fhared fometimes in the glorious manifeftation.
They all drank of that fpiritual rock that fol-
Jowed themn, fays St. Paul, and that rock was
Chrifts The cloud of the Lord was upon the
tabernacle by day, fays the Jewith hiftorian, and
fire was upon it by night, in the fight of all the
houfe of Ifrael. * It came to pafs as Mofes en-
tered into the tabernacle, the cloudy pillar de-
fcended, and ftood at the door of the tabernacle,
and the Lord talked with Molfes, and. all the
people faw the cloudy pillar, and rofe up and
worfhipped every man in the door of his tent.
And the Lord {pake to Moles face to'face, as a
man f{peaketh to his friend.”+ So indulgent
was Emmanuel to him, that when he faid
¢ 1 befeech thee thew me thy glory, the Lord
anfwered, I will make all my goodnefs pafs
before thee; but thou canft not fee my face
(without fvme veil) and live. And (Oh afto-
nithing condefcenfion!) the Lard delcended in,
the cloud, and ftood with him, and proclaimed
the name of the Lord.” Jehovah, Jgfus pafled
before him, and proclaimed Jehovah, ehovah}
1. ¢. revealed to him the Father and the Holy
Ghoft one merciful God together with him}{elﬂ
nd

*Ex, xxiv. 104 11, {Duct, v, 24o ¥Ex, xxxiii. g.
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And Mofes made hafte, bowed his head towards
the earth and worlhipped. Thefe difplays of
divine goodnefs and glory left a divine imprefi-
on on the countenance o¥ the man of God; his
face thone fo tranfcendantly glorious, that the
children of Ifrael were afraid.to come nigh him;
and he was obliged to put a veil. upon it, before
he could converfe with them. = Though this
appears very extraordinary, the apoftles inform
us, that what happened to the countenance of
Mofes, happens to the fouls of. all. believers.
By faith they behold the Lord through the gt
of gofpel promifes, and beholding him they u¢
made partakers of the divine nature ;—they a
changed into the fame image from glory 10
glory.

~ Johua, Mofes’s fucceflor, was blefled with
many fuch manifeftations, each of which con-
veyed to him new degrees of courage and wif-
dom. To inftance in one only: “ When he
was by Jericho, he lift up bis eyes and looked,
‘and behold, there ftood a man over againft him,
with his. fword drawn in his Hand. And Jofhua
went to him, and faid, Art thou for us, or for
our adverfaries? And he faid, nay, but as Cap-
tain of the Lord’s hoft am I come. And Jofhua
ffenfible it was Jehovah] fell on his face to the
earth, worthipped, and faid ‘to him, What fays

my Lord to his fervant? And the Captain of

the Lord’s hoft faid to Jothua, Loofe thy fhoe
from off thy foot, for the place whereon thou
flandeft is holy ground; and Jofhua did {fo.™
Every true dilcovery of Chrift hath a fimilar
effet. It humbles the finner, and makes him

*Joh. v. 13.

worihip*

1




f 361}

_ worfhip ‘in the duft. He fees holinefs to the
Lord written jupon every furrounding obje&;
he is loofed from earth and earthly things, and
the ‘towering walls of fin fall before him, as
thofe of Jericho, foon after this manifeftation,

. did before Jofhua.

When that Chief was dead, the fame heavenly
Perfon, called the angel of the Lord, came from
Gilgal to Bochim and fpake fuch words to all
the children of Ifrael, that the people were uni-
verfally melted; they lift up their voice, wert,
and facrificed.* othing can fo effe&ually
make finners relent as a fight of him whom they
have pierced. When they have it, whatever
Place they are in becomes a Bochim, a valley of
tears and adoration.
~Not long after the Lord manifefted himfelf to
Deborah, and by the wifdom and fortitude come
municated to her in that revelation, fhe was
enabled to judge Ifrael, and lead defpondin
Barak to certain vi®ory through goo chariots of
‘ll‘on. . :

The condefcenfion of our Emmanuel appears
~ In a ftill more ftriking light, in the manifeftati.
- on, which he vouchfafed to Gideon. This
myfterious “ Angel of the Lord, (again and
again called Jehovah) came and fat under an oak
in Ophrah, appeared to Gideon and faid, The
Lord is with thee and thou fhalt [mite the Mi-
. dianites as one man. And the Lord looked

~upon him, (what a courage infpiring look was
this! as_powerful no doubt, as that which met
curfing Peter's eye, and darted repentance to his -

- heart!) and he faid, Go in this thy might; have

. not

*Judg. ii. 1,
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not I fent thee? And Gideen faid, Alas! Q
Lord God, for becaufe 1 have feen the angel of
the Lord face to face. ' And the Lord faid unte
khim, Peace be unto.thee, fear not, thou {halt not
gie." Thus ftrengthened and comforted he
uilt an altar to gjehovah-ShallQm, and thréw
down the altar of Baal.* Hence we learn, that,
when Jefus manifefts himfelf to a finner, he fills
him with a noble contempt of Baal, an effetual
refolution to.break down his altars, and a divine
courage to fhake off the yoke of the fpiritual
Midianites. He imparts to him a comfortable
alfurance, that the bitternefs of death is paft, and
that “Jehovah-Shalom, the God of peace, even
Chrift our peace, is with him; and the finner,
canftrained by the love of Chrift, gives him his
believing- heart, and offers facrifices of thanki-
giving on that beft of altars. Here begins fuch
a free intercourfe between the Redeemer and
the redeemed, as we find began between the
Lord and Gideon, only of a far. more fpirituak
and delightful nature. ) :
Some years after, the fame Angel of God ap-
eared to. Manoah’s wife and promifed her a fon.
f:ler hufband prayed for the fame manifeftation.
God hearkened to his voice. "The heavenly
Perfonage manifefted. himfelf a fecond time,
Manoah afked him his name, and the. ¢ Angel
faid to him, Why afkeft thou after my name,
feeing it is.fecret:” Iam not yet called jEsus.
Manoah offered a burnt-offering, the Angel
received it at his hands ; and, while he afcended
. in the ﬂan:l;‘(i)f lt(he altar, Manoah f;ll (21 his.l face
-to the ground, knew dic was the Angel Je-
- & % lovah,
- *Judg. vie 124 Keo
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hovah, and faid to his wife, We fhall furely die,
becaufe we have feen God. She comforted
him under his fears; and the birth of Sampfon,
inftead of their death, was the confequence of
this twofold manifeftation.

There was a time when Samuel did not yet
know the Lord, neither was the word of the
Lord, that Word, which was afterwards made
fleth, yet revealed unto him. The devoted
youth worfhipped in the dark, till “ the Lord
appeared again in Shiloh, came, ftood, and called
Samuel, Samuel ; for the Lord revealed himfelf
to him theré, by the Word of the Lord.”
From that memorable time, ¢ the Lord was
with him, and did let none of his words fall to
the ground.” The intercourfe between God
and his prophet foon grew to fo great a degree,
that the facred hiftorian fays, ¢ the Lord told
him in his ear,” what hé wanted him to be in-
formed of.*

David had many manifeltations of Chrift, and
his pardoning love; and, far from fuppofing this
blefling peculiar to himfelf as a prophet, he de-
clares, that “¢ for this every one, that is godl
. {hall pray to God, when he may be found.”§ -
He knew his Shepherd’s inward voice fo well,
that, without it, no outward meffage, though -
ever fo comfortable, could reftore peace to his
troubled mninde When he had been convinced
of his crimes of adultery and murder, by the
clofe application of Nathan's purable, the pro-

het affured him the Lord had put away his f{in,’

e fhould not die. This report would have
contented many of our modern penitents; but’
Lt nothing

%z, Sam, iii, 7, and ix, 15,  §PL. xxxii, 6.
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nothing fhort of an immediate manifeftation of .
the forgiving God could comfort the ro
mourner.  ** Wath thou me, fays he, and I
thall be clean.” Nathan’s words, though®™ever
fo true, cannot do this; ﬁaeak thyfelf merciful
Lord, * make me hear joy and gladnefs, that
the bones, which thou hafl {roken may rejoice.”
Exceeding remarkable was the revelation his
fon Solomon was favoured with, ¢ In Gibeon,
where he was gone to facrifice, the Lord appear-
ed unto him, in a dream by night, God
faid, Afk what I fhall give thee.” Confcious of
his greateft want, ¢ he afked an underftandin
heart. The fpeech pleafed the Lord, and G
faid, Becaufe thou Ill)aﬁ afked this thing, I have
done according to thy word; lo, I have given it
thee; and that alfo which thou haft not afked,
both riches and honour.” * Though this promife
was made to him in a dream, he knew by the
change, which he found ing himfelf, when he
awaked, and by the powerful evidence, which
accompanies divine manifeftations, that it was a
glorious reality. Fully perfuaded of it, he fcru-
pled not to offer peace-ofterings, and make a
teaft to all his fervants on the occafion.* Nor
was this the only time Solomon was thus favour=
ed. When he had built the temple, and prayed
for a blefling upon it, * the Lord appeared to
him a.{fecond time, as he had appeared to him
in'Gibeon, and faid I have heard thy prayer.t
Elijah is fo famous for the power he had to
obtain divine manifeftations by the prayer of
faith, that, St. James, who had feen him on the
mount with Chrift and Mofes, propoles him htr.)
) : the
*1. Kings iii.  +1. Kings ix. 3.
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the church for a pattern of fuccefsful wreftling
with God. And who is the Lord God of Elijah,
bus the God that manifefts himfelf to his wor-
fhippers, in oppofition to Baal and other falfe
Gods, from whom neither vifits nor anfwers can
be obtained? The Lord anfwered him by fire
at the foot of mount Carmel, and by fhowers on
the top; and “ when he lovc‘l/ged in mount Ho-
reb in a cave, behold, the Word of the Lord,
(Jehovah Jefus) came to him and faid, What
doeft thou here Elijah? Go forth, ftand upon
the mount before the Lord. And behold, the
Lord pafled by;” and in his ftill, fmall voice

comforted, fupported, and dire&ed him.*
Micaiah, another man of God, ¢ faw the
Lord fitting on his throne, and all the hoft of
heaven ftanding by him on his right hand and
on his left.”+ Elifha was not only bleffed with
frequent manifeftations of the Lord and his
power, but of hi heavenly retinue alfo. He
faw in an hour of danger ¢ the mountain full
of horfes and chariots of fire,” ready to prote&
him; and at his requeft, the Lord condefcended
to open his fervant’s eyes, that his drooping " fpi-
rits might revive at the fight.f - : v
Eliphaz, one of Job's friends, related to him,
that ¢ in thoughts from vifions of the night,
when deep fleep falleth on men, fear and trem-
bling came upon him. Then a Spirit paffed be-
fore his face; it ftood ftill, but he could not dif-
cern, i, e. clearly diftinguifh, the form thereof.
An image was before his face,and he heard a voice
" {faying, Shall mortal man be more pure than
God? As for Job w?_len he had long contend-
h ' ed

*1 Kingsxix. 9. 1 Kings xxii, 19, {2 Kings vi. 17.
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ed with his friends, the Lord anfweted him out
of the whirlwind, and inanifefled himfelf in a
_manner, to which that good man was before a
ftranger. ¢ I have heard of Thee by the hear-
ing of the ear, but now mine eye feeth thee;
- wherefore, I abhor myfelf, and repent in duft
and alhes.”* Hence we learn, that nothing but
a difcovery of the Lord can filence the vain
zeafonings of felf-righteous pleas and unbeliev-
ing fears: this alone makes us to lie in deep
proftration at our Maker's feet.

St. John informs us, that Ifaiah saw Chrift's
glory, and fpake of him, when he defcribed the
glorious manifeftation, in which he received a
new feal of pardoning and fan&ifying love,
¢ I faw the rd, fays he, fitting upon his
throne, high and lifted up; his train filled the
temple. he Seraphims covering their faces
with their wings cried one to another, Holy,
Holy, Holy is the Lord of hofts. Then faid 1,
wo is me, for I am undone, becaufe I am 2 man
of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midft of peo-
ple of unclean lips; for mine eyes have feen
the King, the Lord of Hofts. Then flew one of
the Seraphims, and touching me with a live coal
from off the altar, he faid, Thine iniquity is
taken away, and thy fin purged.”t Many ne-
ver witnefs the forgivenefs of their fins, till
they fee by faith the Lord of hofts, and are
melted into repentance, and inflamed with love
at the glorious fight. Ifaizh not only beheld
Chrift’s glory, but was blefled with the cleareft
views of his fufferings. He faw him as “ a man
of forrows, and acquainted with griefs;” ﬂ::n:

atke

*Job xxxviii, 1. and xlil. 3. tifa, vi. 1. &eo
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afked him, 4 Why he was red in his apparel,
and his garments like him that treadeth the
wine fat?” Thele revelations were not only
€alculated for the good of the church, but alfo
for the eftablifhment of the prophet’s faith.

I fhall net mention thofe of Ezekiel ; they
are fo numerous, that a particular account of
them would alone fill a lettes. I refer you to
the book itlelf. Jeremiah fpeaking of God’s
people fays, in exprels terms, The Lord hath

eared of old unte me faying, * Yea, I have
loved thee with an everlafting love; therefore
with loving kindnefs havc% drawn thee.”*
Daniel enjoyed the fame favour. * He faw
the Ancient of days, and one like the fon of
man cominf with the clouds of heaveni” We
may naturally fuppofe, that Daniel’s three com-
panions Shadrach, Mefhach, and Abed-nego,
were fenfible of their heavenly Deliverer’s pre-
fence. They were more concerned in the dit-
covery than Nebuchadnezzar, who cried out,
# Lo, I Iee four men loofe, walking in the
midft of the fire, and the form of the fourth is
like the Son of God.”
" It would be abfurd te. fuppofe, that the leffer:
ophets, and other men of God, to whom the
word of the Lord came, had no difcovery of the.
Lord himfelf, the effential Word. If fome dif-
Pplay of his prefence bad not attended their every
sevelation, might they not have faid, Thus fays.
my wam imagination,~thus fays my enthufi-
aftic brain, as well a5, Thus fays the Lord #

From the variety and authenticity of thefe
manifeRations. left ‘upon facred secord, I con-.

h 2 . cludegy
*Jere xxxi, 3,
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. clude, that the do&rine I maintain, far from
being new and unfcriptural, is fupported by the
experiences of God's children for 3600 years,
viz. from the creation of the world till the clofe
of the Old Teftament.

With refpe& to what is extraordinary, as to
the defign, and barely external, as to the cir-
cumflances of fome of thefe manifeftations, I
refer you to the diftinfions I made on that
fubje& in my fecond letter. Should you ob-
jed, that the contents of this prove only, that
God favoured the Patriarchs and Jews with im-
mediate revelations of himfelf, becaufe they had
neither the gofpel nor the feriptures: I an%;ver,

1. The of})el was preached to them, as well as to
us, The Patriarchs had tradition, which an{wer-
‘ed the end of the fcriptures in their day. The
Jews, in the time of the judges, had not onl
tradition, but a confiderable part of the fcrip-
tures, even all the writings of Mofes. Undex
the kings, they had the Pfalms, Job, Ecclefiaftes,
the Proverbs, and a thoufand and five Songs of
Solomon, one of which only has been handed
down to our times. They had alfo the book of .
Nathan the prophet, the prophecy of Ahijah
the Shilonite, and the vifions of Iddo the feer,
which are now loft, Thefe contained the fub-
ftance of the Bible. -

2. When the Lord anfwered Saul no more,
neither by prophets, nor by dreams, the reafon
affigned for it by the Holy Ghoft is, not that
the canon of fcripture was filled, and ‘there was
no more occafion for immediate revelations;
but that the Lord was departed from him, and
was become his enemy. :

o 2. DaVid.
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3. David, who had the honour of being-a
facred writer himfelf, after his relapfe into fin,.
gould not be fatisfied with the Pialms he had.
penned down, but mourned, prayed, and water-
ed his bed with his tears, inconfolable till the
Lord immediately revealed his pardoning love,,
and f{aid to his foul, Lam thy falvation. '

4. If, becaufe we have the letter of fcripture,,
~we muit be deprived of all immediate manifefta-
tions of Chrift and his Spirit, we are great lofers.
iby that blefled book, and we might reafonably.
fay—* Lord bring us back to the difpenfation
““ of Mofes. Thy Jewifh fervants could former--
“-ly converfe. with thee face to face, but now:
¢ we. can know nothing of thee,. but by their-
#¢ writings. They viewed thy glory in various,
‘¢ wonderful appearances,. but. we are indulged:
4 only with black. lines telling us of thy glory..
¢ They had the bright Shekinah, and we have
¢ only obfcure defcriptions of -it.. They were:
4¢ bleffed with lively oracles and we only with a.

.¢¢ dead letter. The ark of thy cowenant went.
s¢ before them, and ftruck terror .into. all theig
s¢ adverfaries; but a book, of which .our enea.
*¢ mies make daily fport, is. the only revelation.

- ¢ of thy power among us.. They made their-
¢ boaft of Urim: and- Thummim,. and received.
¢ particular, immediate anfwers from between.

¢¢ the Cherubim; but we have only generall
¢ ones, by meaus of Hebrew and Greek writ--
¢ ings, which. many do not underfland.. They-
¢ converfed familiarly with Mofes, their medi--
¢ ator, with Aaron. their. high-prieft, and Sa--
¢ muel. their prophet;. thefe holy men gave:
¢- them. unerring dire&ions in: doubtful cafes;.
T Hh 3. ““ but,,

-

el
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¢ but, alas! the apoftles and infpired men are
¢ all dead, and thou Jefus, our Mediator, Prief,

¢ and Prophet, canft not be confulted to any .

¢ purpofe, for thou manifefteft thyfelf no.more.
“ As for thy facred book, thou knoweft that
fometimnes the want of money to purchgfg it
¢ the want of learning to confult the origina,
«¢ the want of wifdom to underftand the tranfa-
¢ tion, the want of fkill or fight to read i,
¢ prevent our improving it to the beft advn-
¢ tage, and keep fome from reaping any benefit
¢ fiom it at all. O Lord, if, becaufe we W
¢ this bleffed pi&ure of thee, we muft have 00
¢ dilcovery of the glorious original, have cof
« pafion on us, take back thy precious book
¢« and impart thy more precious felf to us, #
¢ thou didft to thy ancient people.” .
5+ St. Paul declares, that though the Mofaic
difpenfation was glorious, that of Chrift exceeds
it in glory. But if Chrift revealed himfelf im
mediately to the Jews, and to Chriftians only
mediately, by the letter of a book, it is pla
the apoftle was miftaken; for no one can. denjs
it is far more glorious to fee the light of G
countenance and hear his voice, than merely ©
read fomething about them in a book. |
6. That purticular manifeftations of Chrift
fir fromn ceafing with the Jewith, have increi}ff.d
in brightuefs and fpirituality under the Chrifti-

-

an dilpenfstion, I thall endeavour to prove 1t

my next. I am, Sir &c.
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SIXTH LETTER.

SIR,

ACCORDING to my promife, I fhall

now prove, that the New Teflament

abounds, as well as the Old, with accounts of
particular revelations of the Son of God.

Before his birth, he manifefted himfelf to the
blefled virgin, by the overfhadowing power of
. the Holy Ghoft. She rejoiced in God her Savi-
our, and gloried more, in having him revealed
as God in her foul, than in finding him con-
ceived as man in her womb. Soon after Jofeph,
‘her hufband, was affured in a heavenly dream,
that the child fhe bore was Emmanuel, God
with us. He revealed himfelf next to Eliza-
beth, When fhe heard the falutation of Mary,
fhe was filled with the Holy Ghoft, and made
fenfible, that the virgin was the mother of her
Lord. So powerful was this manifeftation, that
‘her unborn fon was affeéted by it—The babe
‘leaped in her womb for joy, and was filled with
‘the Holy Ghoft even from his mother’s womb.

So important is a particular knowledge of
Jefus, that an angel direéted the fhepherds, and
a miraculous ftar the wife men, to the place,
where he was born: and there the Holy Ghoft
fo revealed him to their hearts, that they hezi-
tated not. to worfhip the feemingly defpicable
infant, as the majeftic God, whom the heaven
of heavens cannot contain. ,

Simeon, who waited for the confolation of
‘Hrael, had it revealed to him by the Holy
’ ) Ghoﬁ,'

/
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Ghotft, that he fhould not fee .death, before he
had (een the Lord’s Chrift. The promife was
fulfilled; and while his bodily eyes difcovered
nothing but a poor infant, prefented without
omp in the temple, his fpiritual eyes perceived
Eim to be the light of Ifrael, and the Salvation
of God. Nor was this extraordinary favour
ranted only to Simeon, for it is written, all
ﬁeﬂl {hall fee the Salvation of God; and St.
Luke informs us, that Anna partook of the fight
with the old Ifraelite, gave thanks to her new
born Lord, and {pake of him. to all that waited.

for redemption in Jerufalem.

When he entered upon his miniftry, he firft
manifefted himfelf to his forerunner. ¢ I knew
him not” perfonally, faid John; ¢ but he that
fent me to baptize with water, {aid unto me,
Upon whom thou fhalt fee the Spirit defcend-
ing, and remaining on him, the fame is he, who
baptizes with the Holy Ghoft. And I faw, and
bear record, that this is the Son of God, the
Lamb, that taketh away the fins of the world.”

Jefus had manifefted himfelf fpiritually to
Nathaniel under the fig tree; and the honeft
Ifraelite, being reminded of that divine favour,
confefled the author of it; Rabbi, faid he, thou
art the Son.of God, thou art the King of Ifrael.
Our Lord pleafed with his ready confeflion, pro-
mifed that he fhould fee greater things, enjoy
brighter manifeftations, than thefe; that he
fhould even fee heaven open, and the angels of
God afcending and defcending upon the of
man,

. The bare outward fight of our Saviour’s per-
Jon and miracles. rather confounded than con_;
’ verte




(373)

werted the beholders. What glorious beams of
his Godhead pierced through the veil of his
mean appearances, when, with {upreme authori-
ty, he turned the buyers and fellers out of the
temple : When he entered Jerufalem in triumph,
and all the city was moved, faying, Who is this?
And when he faid to thofe, who apprehended
him, I am He, and they went backward, and fel
to the ground! Neverthelefs, we do not find;
that one perfon was blefled with the faving
knowledge of him, on any of thefe folemn occa-
fions. The people of Galilee faw moft of him,
and yet believed leaft in him. - * What wifdom
is this, which is given to this man, faid they,
that fuch mighty works are wrought by his
hands? Is not this the carpenter the fon of
Mary? and they were offended at him.” Some
went even fo far as to afcribe his miracles to a
diabolical power, affirming, that he caft out
- devils by Beelzebub the prince of the devils,
Hence it appears, that if he had not in fome
degree, revealed himfelf to the hearts of his dife
ciples, when he faid to them, follow me, they
would never have forfaken all immediately and
followed him, He manifefted forth his glory,
fays St. John, and his difciples believed on him ;
and yet, when the manifeftation was chiefly ex-
" ternal, how weak was the effe& it produced even
upon them? How was our Lord, after all,
obliged to upbraid them with their unbelief, their
little faith, and, on a particular occafion with
their having no faith? If we know, favingly, that
Jefus is God with us, fleh and blood, i. €. mere
man with\ all his beft powers, hath not revealed
this to us, but our Father, who is in heavex;

g

A
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WAs no man knoweth the Father fave the Som
and he to whom the Son will reveal him; fono
maa kaoweth the Son but the Father, and he to |
whom the Spirit Egroceeding from the Fathes
does reveal him. For no man can favingly I-gf’
that Jefus is Jehovah, the Lord, but by the Hotly
Ghoft: and he, that hath feen me, by this di-
vine revelation, fays Jefus, hath {een the Fathes
alfo; for I apd the Father are one.
Had net our Loxd revealed himfelf in a pecue
Yiar manner to finners, no ope would have fufs
eGed him to be God manifelt in the flefh,
ill he dilcovers himfelf, as he does net unte
the world, he hath no form nor comelinefs, {ays
- Xfaiah, and whea we fee him, there is no beauty
#a him, that we {hould defire him; we hide a8
it were our faces from him; bhe is defpifed, and
we efteem him not. He was obliged to fay t@
the woman of Samaria, I that {peak to thee am
He; and to fay it with a power that penetrated
- her heart, before fhe could Lelieve with hep
heart unto righteoufnefs. Then, indeed, din
.vinely. wrought upon, the ran, and iavited her
neighbours to draw living water, out of the well
‘of {alvation fhe had fo happily found. i
. 1f our Lord had not called Zaccheus inwardly
‘as well as outwardly; if he had not made him
come down from the pinnacle of proud natuxe,
‘as well as from the fycamore tree; if he had mot
honoured his heart with his {piritual, as he did
his houfe with his bodily prefenge; the rich
publican would never have received him. gladly,
~ nor would the Lord have faid, This day is falva-
tion come to thy houfe, forafmuch as thou arta
don of faithful Abraham, .
o : _ Salva-
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3 Salvation did net enter into the heart of Sie
mon, who admitted our Lord to his houfe and
table, as well as Zaccheus. The penitent wow

an, who kiffed his feet, and wathed them with
Rer tears, obtained- the blefling, which the felf-
righteous Pharife¢ defpifed. It was to her
contrite fpirit, and not to his callous heart, that
g‘;d Lord revealed himfelf, as the pardoning

The blind man, reftored to his badily fight,
knew not his heavenly benefa&or, till a fecond
and greater miracle was wrought upon the eyes
of his blind underftanding. When Jefus found
him, fome time after he was cured, he faid to
him, ¢ Doeft thou believe on the S6n of God ?
He anfwered, Who is he Lord, that I might
believe on him?”  And Jefus, opening the eyes
of his mind, and manifefting himfelf to him, as
- he does not unte the world, faid, * Thou haft
both feen him, and it is he that talketh with
thee.” Then, and not till then, he could fay
from the heart, Lord, I believe, and he worthip-
ped him.

Both the thieves, who were crucified with
him, heard his prayers and ftrong cries; both
faw his patience and his meekne(s, his wounds
and his blood. One continued to make fport of
his fufferings, as though he had been a worle
malefaétor than himfelt; while the other, bleffed
with an internal revelation of his godhead, im-
blored his mercy, trufted him with his foul, and
confeffed him to be the King of glory, at the
very moment, when he hung tortured and dying
s the bafeft of flaves. .

St. Peter fpeaks o highly of the manifeftatin

on,
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on, with which, he and the two fons of Zebedee
were favoured on mount Tabor, that we ought
not to pafs over it in filence. They faw the
kingdom of God coming with power; they be-
helg the King in his beauty. ¢ His face did
thine like the fun, and his raiment became white
as light; a bright cloud overfhadowed him, and
behold, a voice out of the cloud, which faid,
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleafed; hear ye him.”

Nor did our Lord reveal himfelf lefs after his
refurre®ion. Mary fought him at the grave
with tears. As fhe turned herfelf, the faw him
ftanding, but knew not that it was Jefus. He
faid unto her, Why weepeft thou? Whom
feckeft thou? She, fuppofing him to be the gar-
dener, enquired after the obje& of her love; un-
til Jefus, calling her by her name, manifefted
himfelf to her as alive from the dead. Then fhe
cried out Mafter! and in her tranfport, would
have taken her old place at his feet.

With equal condefcenfion he appeared to Si-
mon, that he might not be fwallowed up with
over much forrow. True mourners in Sion
weep, fome for an abfent God, as Mary, others
for their fins as Peter; and they will not be
comforted, no not by angels; but only by him,
who is nigh to all that call upon him, and is
health to thofe that are broken in heart. He,
that appeared firft to weeping Mary, and next to
forrowing Peter, will thortly vifit them with his
falvation. He is already with them, as he was
with Mary, though they know it not; and he
will foon be in'them, the fure and comfortable

hope of glory.
T \ This
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+ "This obfervation is farther confirmed by the
wexperience of the twe difciples, who walked to
Einmaus, and were fad. Jefusdrew near, joined
and cemforted them. He made their hearts to
burn within them while he talked with them by
the way, and -opened to them the fcriptures.
But fill their eyes were held, ‘that they fhould
not know him, before they were prepared
for the overwhelming favour. And it was
_ not until he fat at meat with them, that their

eyes were apened, and they knew him in the
breaking of bread. By a fatal miftake, many
profeflors in our day reft fatisfied with what did
not fatisfy the two difciples. They underftood
the {criptures, their hearts burnt with love and
Joy; Jefus was with them, but they knew him
not, until the happy moment, when he fully
epened the eye of their faith, and poured the -
light of his countenance on their ravifhed {pi-
rits, Happy thofe, who, like them, conftrain an
unknown Jefus by mighty prayers to tarry with
them, until the veil 1s taken away from their
hearts, and they know in whom they have
believed. ’ C

_,Fre%ucnt were the manifeftations of Jefus to
his difciples before his afcenfion. An angel
appeared to two of the holy mourners, and faid
to them, ¢ Fear naot; for I know, that ye feek
Jefus, who was crucified. He is rifen from the
dead. * As they ran with fear and great joy to
tell his difciples, Jefus met them faying, All
hail! and they came, held him by the  feet, and
worfhipped him,” The fime day in the evei-
ing, when the doors were {hut where the difci-
Ples were affembled for fear of the Jews, camie
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Jelus, and ftood in the midft. They were terri-
fied, but with his wonted goodnefs he faid,
Peace be unto you! He fhewed them his hands
and his feet; ate with them as he had done of
old with Abraham; and, to teftify an inward
manifeftation of the Holy Ghoft, which he im-
garted to them, breathed upon them, as his
pirit breathed upon their minds; and thus he
opened their underftandings, that they might
underftand the fcriptures. QOut of condefcen-
fion to Thomas he fhewed himfelf to thema
fecond timne, in the like manner; and a third
time at the fea of Tiberias: and afterwards he
was feen of above five hundred brethren at
once. ’
You will perhaps fay, Sir, that thefe mani-
feftations ceafed, when Chrift was afcended to
heaven. This is true with refpe& to the mani-
feftation of a body of fuch grofs fleth and blood,
as may be touched with material hands. In this
fenfe believers know Chrift after the flelh no
more. Our Lord, by his gentle reproof to
“Thomas, difcountenanced our looking for car-
nal manifeftations of his perfon, and I have de-
clared again and again, that they are not what
1 contend for, : b
But, that {piritual manifeftations of Chrift
ceafed at his alcenfion is what I muft deny, if I
xeceive. the fcripture. On “the contrary they
became more frequent.  Three thoufand were
pricked to the heart on the day of Pentecoft, and
felt their need of a vifit from the heavenly Phy-
“fician. He then came revealed in the power of
his Spirit, with whom he is one. They received
‘the Gift of the Holy th&, whofe office it is to
o ' ) manifeft
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manifeft the Son. For the promife was unto -
them and their children, and to as many, as the
Eord our God fhall call; witnefs the laft words
of Chrift in St. Matthew’s gofpel, Lo, I am with
you always, even unto the end of the world.

" Time would fail me to tell of the five thou-
fand converted fome days after, of Cornelius
and his houfehold, Lydia and her- houfehold ;.
in a word, of all who were truly brought to.
Chrift in the firft-age of Chriftianity. “ The
Lord opened their hearts. The Holy Ghoft
fell upon them; and they walked in his com-
forts. Chrift was evidently fet forth crucified
before their fpiritual eyes. He dwelt in their
hearts by faith: they lived not, but Chrift lived
in them.” They agreed in faying, with St...
- Paul; If any man have not the Spirit of Chrift,.
;zy whom he is favingly known, he is none of

180

Stephen’s experience is alone fufficient to de-
cide the point. When brought before the
council, they all faw his face, as it had been the
face of an angel. Being full of the Holy Ghott,.
he wrought no miracle,, he fpake no new
tongue; but * looked fteadfaftly. up into hea-
ven, and faw the glory of God, and Jefus ftand-
in(g at the right hand of God ;- and faid, Behold,,
I {ee the heavens opened, and the Son of man
ftanding on the right hand of God.” This ma-’
nifeftation was calculated only for the private.
€ncouragemerit and comfort of the pious Dea-
con. Itanfwered no other end, but to enrage
the Jews and make them account him a greater:
_blafphemer and a wilder enthufiaft, than the
éid before. Accordingly they ‘cried aloud,
C S Iiz2 . ftopped:



E ‘
fiopped their ears, ran upon him, caft him out
of the city, and ftoned him; while Stephen,
under the powerful influence of the manifefta-
tion, kneeled down, called upon God, faying,
Lord Jefus receive my fpirit, and lay not this fin:
to their charge. ence we learn, firft, that
nothing appears fo abfurd and wicked to Phari-
{fees and formalifts, as the doftrine I maintain.
They lofe all patience, when they hear that
Chrift really manifefts himfelf to his fervants.
No blafphemy like this in the account of thofe,.
who are wife, learned and prudent in their own
eyes. Secondly, that the moft exalted faints
need a frefh manifeftation of the glory, love and
prefence of Chrift, that they may depart this.
iife in the triumph of faith, :
~ If you obje&, that Stephen was thus favoured,
- becaufe he was about to fuffer for Chrift, and,.
that it would be great prefumption to expeét
the like fupport, I reply, in the five following
Obfervations. {1) We are called to fuffer fox
Chrift, as well a5 Stephen, though perhaps not
in the fame manner and degree. (2) We often.
neéd as much fuppott from Chrift, to ftand
againft the children of men that are fet on fire,.
whole teeth are fpears and arrows, and their
tongues a {harp {word ; and to quench the fiery
darts of the devil, as the martyr did to ftand a
fhower of ftoness (3) It is perhaps as hard to
be racked with the gout, or to burn feveral days.
in a fever on a fick bed, as you or I may Ke
forced to.do, as to be fora few minutes with
Shadrach and bis companions in a burning fure
nace, or to feel for a fleeting moment the an-

guifh. of bruifed flelh and a fra&ared tkull,
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with our triumphant martyr.. No -one knows,
what pangs of body and agonies of foul may ac-
company him through the valley of the fhadow
of death. If our. Lord himfelf was not above
being ftrengthened by an angel that appeared
to him from heaven, {urely it is no enthufiafm
to fay, that fuch feeble creatures as we are,.
ftand in need of a divine manifeftation, to-
enable us to fight our laft battle manfully, and:
to come off more than conquerors.. (4). We
betray unbelief, if we. fuppofe, that Chrift can-
- not do for us what he did for Stephen; and we
betray our prefumption,.if we fay, we want not
the affiftance, which this bold ‘champion' ftood
in need of. (5) The language of our Church iss
far different.: *“ Grant” fays {he,.in her colic&
- for that Sainf’s day,. ¢ O Lord, that in all our
¢ fufferings here on earth for the teftimony .
¢ of thy truth, we may fteadfaftly look. up to.
¢ heaven, and, by faith, behold the glory that
¢ f{hall be revealed; and, being filled with the-
¢¢ Holy Ghoft, may learn to love and blefs. our-
¢ perlecutors, by the example of thy firft mar.
¢ tyr St. Stephen, who prayed. for: his murder--
«¢ ers, O'bleffed Jefus, who ftandeft at the right
# hand of God to fuccour. all. thofe, who f{uffer:
¢ for thee.” *

You fee, Sir, that I have the fuffrage of the:
Church of England; and yours- too, if you do.
not renounce our excellent liturgy ;. fo that, if I:
am an_enthufiaft’ for expeéting to be flled with-
the Holy G/Iojl,.;md'by fiith to behold the glqr.y,, -
that fhall be revealed, as well as St.. Stephen, I
am countenanced by a multitude of the beft. and"
greateft. men. in the world, -

' Li. 3. Bug:
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But fuppole reje@ the teftimony of
St. Stcphc?xl:‘;nd mll oi,xr Clcrgz {when ir}: the
detk) touching the reality and the neceflity too
of our Lord’s manifefting himfelf on earth,.
after his afcenfion, into heaven, receive at leaft
that of St. Luke and St.. Paul.. They both in-.
form us, that ¢ as Saul of Tarfus went to Da-
mafcus, the Lord even Jefus, appeared to him in.
the way. Suddenly there fhone a light from
heaven above the brightnefs of the fun, fo that
he fell to the earth, and heard a voice,_ faying,.
$aul, Saul, why perfecuteft thou me? And he
faid, Who art thou Lord? And the Lord faid,.
Lam Jefus, whom thou perfecutefte So power-
ful was the effe of this manifeftation. of Chrift,.
that the finner. was.turned into a fiint, and the
fierce, blafpheming perfecutor into a weeping,.
praying apoitle.. .
" Methinks. I hear. you. fay, True, into an.
apoftle ; 'but. are. we called fo be apoftles? No,.-
8ir, but we are called to be Chruftians—to he:
converted. from. fin to. holinefs, and from the
kingdom of darknefs. to the kingdom aof God's.
dear Son.. St. Paul’s call to'the apoftlefhip is.
nothing to. his. being made a: child of God..
Judas was. a Chriftian by profeéffion, an apoftle
by call, and. a devil. by nature,. And what is.
Judas in.his own place to the meaneft of God’s.
children?—to poor Lazarus in Abraham’s bo-.
fom? All, who.go to heaven, are firft turned:
from darkunefs to light, and. from the power of:
Satan.unto. God.. 8I!his. turning: fometimes be-
gins. by u manifeftation, of, Chrift;, witnefs the-
authentic account of Colonel Gardener’s conver-.
~ fign, publithed by his judicious. friend Dr. Dod-.

o dridge ;:
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dridge; and the more authentic oné of out
apoftie’s. converfion, recarded three times. by
St. Luke.. And I dare advance upon the autho-
rity of one greater than St. Luke, that no one’s
gonverfion ever was completed without the re-
velation of the Son of God to his heart, I am
the way and the dgor, fays Jefus, no. man com-
eth to the Father but by me. ‘Look unto me,
- and be ye faved, all ye ends of the earth. Our
looking to him for falvation would be to as
little purpofe, was he not to mapifeft himfelf to
us, as our looking towards the ealt for light, if
the fun were not to-rife upon us.

The revelation of Chrift,. produftive of St.
Paul’s converfion, was not the only one with
which the Apoftle was favoured.. “ At Corinth
the Lord encouriged and fpake to him in the
night by,a vifion.  Be not afraid, but fpeak and.
hold not thy peace; for I am with thee, and no.
man Thall hurt thee.” On anothér occafion, to
wean him more  from- earth, Chrift favoured
him with the neareft views of heaven. ¢ I
knew a man in,Cthﬂ,b‘{gs he, whether in the
body or. out of the i)r,. I cannot tell, who
was caught up into the third heaven, into para.
ai'fe,,anﬁ ‘heard words, which it is not gtoﬂible
for man to.utter.” And he informs us. farther,
that left he fhould be exalted above meafure
through the abundance of the revelations, a.
meflenger of Satan. was fuffered to buffet him,
When he had been. braught before the Sanhé-
drim for preaching the gofpel, St. Luke informs

- us, that “ the night following, the Loxd fiood
by him, and. faid, be of good cheer Paul; for a3
thau halt:teRtified: of. me. m:Jernfalem,. fo- ‘rrlxluﬁ. ‘

. : on:
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thou bear witnefs alfo at Rome.” The Ship,.in
which he failed, being endangered by a ftorm,
There ftood by him ¢ the angel of Ged, whole
he was, and whom he ferved, faying, Fear not
Paul &c.” v -
St. Paul was not the only one,.to whom Chrift
manifefted himfelf in this familiar manner
Ananias of Damafcus, was neither an.apoftle,
nor a deacon ; neverthelefs, to him ¢* faid the
Lord in a vifion, Ananias, ' And he faid, Be-
hold, I am here, Lord; and the Lord fid;
Arife, and go' inta the ftreet, which is alld
Straight, and enguire in the houfe of Judas fot
oue called Saul of Tarfus; for behold he pray-
eth.” In like manner Philip was dire&ted to go
near and join himfelf to the Eunuch’s chariot
And St. Peter being informed, that three men
- fought him, Arife faid the Lord, and go with
them, doubting nothing, for I have fent them.
Whether we place thefe manifeftations in the
clafs of the extraordinary, or of the mixt ones,
we equally learn from them, (ift) That the
Lord Jefus revealed himielf as much after Kis
afcenfion as he did before. (2dly) That if he
does it to fend his fervants with a gofpel meffage
to patticular perfons, he will do it much more
-to make that' meffage effetual, and to bring

. falvation to thofe who wait for him.

As for the revelations of Chrift to St. John,
‘they were fo many, that the laft book of the

new teftament is called the Revelation, as conr .

taining chiefly an account 'of them.. ¢ I wasin
the Spirit on the Lord’s day, fays the apoftle;
and I heard behind me a great voice, as of 2
trumpet,: faying, I_am the firft and. the laf
e o ' o v I turned

i
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X turned to fee the voice, that fpake with me,
and I faw one like unto the Son of man, clothed:
with a garment down to the foot, and girt with
a golden girdle. His head and - hair were as
white as fnow, and his eyes as a flame of fire,
his feet like unto fine brafs burning in a fur-
mace, his voice as the found of many waters,
and his countenance as the fun fhining in his
firength. When I faw him, I fell at his feet as-
dead ; and he laid his hand upon me, faying,
Fear not, I am the firfR and the laft. I am he,
that liveth and was dead, and behold, I am
alive for evermore; and have the’ keys of hell
and death. Write the things, which are and
fhall be.” One of the things, which our Lord
eommanded John to write, isa moft glorious
promife, that he ftands at the door of the hus
man heart, ready to manifeft himfelf even to
poor lukewarm Laodiceans; and that, if any
man hear his voice and open,—if they are made
conlcious of their need of him, fo as to open
their hearts by the prayer of faith, he will come
in, and feaft them with his gracious prefence,
and the delicious fruits of his blefled Spirit,
Therefore the moft extraordinary of all the re
velations, that of St. John in Patmos, not only
fhews, that the manifeftations of Chrift run
parallel to the canon of fcripture, but alfo
gives a peculiar fan&ion to. the ordinary revela.
tions of him, for which I contend.

Having thus led you from Genefis to Reve.
lation, I conclude { two inferences, which
appear to me undeniable. The firft, that it is
evident our Lord, before his incarnation, due
ring his ftay on earth, and after his afcenfion
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‘into heaven, hath been pleafed, in a variety of
manners, to manifeft himfelf to the children of
men, both, for the benefit of the Church in
general, and for the converfion of finners and
the eftablilthment of faints in particular. Se-
condly, that the doftrine, I maintain, is as
old as Adam, as modern as St. John, the laft of
the infpired writers, and as fcriptural as the Old
demopftrate, .1 am, Sir &c.

i
[

and New Teftament, which is what I wanted to
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Firft Fragment. =
ON SERIOUSNESS.
NO'I‘.H-ING is fo congrary to_godlinefs 3
levity. Serioufnefs confifts in the matter of,
what is {fpoken, in the manster of fpeaking, in
dignity of hehavious, and in weighty, not trie
fling a&tions. Some people are ferious by na-
ture, fome by policg, and for felfith ends, and
fome by grace, and frem a fenfe of duty.

Jefting and raillery, lightnefy of behaviour,
" ufelefs occupations, joy -witheut” trembling and
awe of God, an affeRation of vivagity -and
g_ri htlinefs, are all contrary fo the Spirit of
ode A fosl laughs loud, faith Solomon: buta
“wile man fcarce fmiles a little, o .
Levity is contrary to contritioh and’ felf
knowlec{ge—td watching and prayex—freq,uently
to charity—and to coramor fenfe, when death is
at our heels. . ' ) S
Levity is alfo deftru&®ive of all devotion—im -
our own heart—and in that of others, by un-
fitting the company for receiving good, and
bringing a fufpicion of hypocrify upon all, ;-
Serioufnefs 18 ufeful to prevent the foregoing
mifcarriages, to keep grace,—to recommend pie-
ty and a {enfe of God’s prefenee—to leave room
or the Spirit to work—and' to check levity and
fin in others. : T
And have we not metives fufficient te feriouf=
mefs? Are we not priefts and kings to God—
temples of the Holy Ghoft? Are we not walk-
ing in the prefence of God—on the verge of.the

grave—and in fight of eternity ? S
o - Kk ot AT
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All who talt with God are ferious, taking
their Lord for their example, and walking by
fcripture precepts and ‘warnings. '

But, are we to renounce innocent mirth ?
Our fouls are' difeafed. Are we to be dull and
melancholy? Serioufnefs and folid -happinefs
are infeparable; " Is there not a time for ali
things? -There is no time for fin and folly.

‘Second  Fragment.
" . .,ON PLEASURE.,

YING to pleafure, even the mmoft innocent,
we fhall live to God. Of pleafures there
are four forts. Senfual pleafures—of the eye, ear,
tafte, {mell, eafe, indulgence &c. Pleafures of the
heart—attachments, entanglements, creature love,
unmortified friendthips. Pleafures of the mind—
curious’ books, deep refearches, fpeculations,
hankerings after news—wit—fine" language.
The Plea/%re: of the jmagination—{chemes, fancies,

fuppofitions. '
God requires, that we fhould deny ourfelves
in all thefe refpeéts, becaufe (1.) God will have
the heart, which he cannot have, if pleafure hath
it: and God is a jealous God. (2.) Thereis no
folid union with God, uatil, ir a chriftian fenfe,
we are déad to creature comforts.—Pleafure is
the Gordian knot. (3.) God is purity—-hzm-
kering, after pleafure is the caufe of almoft all
our fihs—the bait “of temptation.” {4.) God
calls us to fhéw our faith and love by a ipirit of
facrifié.~Pleafure is Ifaac, (5.) Denying our-
ourfelves, hating our life, dying daily, crucify=
. - ing

R
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ing the fleth, putting off the -ald man, are gofs
‘pel precepts—Io is cutting off the right hand,
Pplucking out the right eye, and forfaking all to
tollow Chrift. (6.) God makes no exceptions.
All the offending members muft be cut off,
every leak muft be flopt; or the corrupting
plealure fpared gets mare afcendant, (7.} Plea-

ures render the foul incapable of the operations
of the Spirit, and obftru& divine confolations.

Now nature is all for pleafure, and lives upon
Tenfuality. The fenfes, heart, mind, and ima~
‘giuation, 6mrfue always objeéts that may gratify
them. We love pleafure fo as to deprive our-
felves of every thing to enjoy it, in fome kind
or other; and we undergo hardihips to procure
it. Nature frets horribly, if dilappointed in
this favourite purfuit; and yet if nature is pam«
pered, grace muft be ftarved. .

Earthly pleafures are of a corrupting nature:
for example, that of tafte, if indulged, {preads
through, corrupts, and diffipates all the powers
of the foul and body. It is fo much the more
dangerous, as ‘it hides itfelf under a 'mafk of
neceflity, or colous of lawfulnefs; and does all
the milchief of a concealed traitor. It betrays
- with a kifs, poifons. with honey, wounds in itg
{miles, and kills while it promifes happinefs. =

;, Indulgence enervates and .1enders us incapa-:
ble of fuffering from God, men, devils, or felf;
and ftands continually in-the way of aur doing,
as well as fuffering the will of God.. It js much
eafier, therefore, to fly from pleafure, than to
remain within' due -bounds in #s enjoyment.
The greateft faints find nothing fo difficuit, no-
thing makes them tremble fo, as the ufe of plea~
o - 7 Kka © dure;
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fure; for it requires the &ri@eft watchfulnefs
and the moft vigorous attention. He muft walk
fleadily, who can waik fafdy, on the brink of a
precipice.

© The abfolute neceflity of dying to pleafure
will appear from the following confiderations,
The earthly fenfes, muft be {piritualized; the
fenfual heart, purified; the wandering mind
fixed ; the foolith imagination made fober. -

- ‘Warldly pleafures are ail little, low and trane
fitory, and a hinderance to out chief goods
Much moderation, however, s to be ufed in the
¢hoice, and degree of our mortifications. ‘Through
pride, mature often prompts us to great ex-
tremes, which hurt ‘the body, and fbmetimes
fead the mind ‘into fournefs and obftipacy,
Biit to know, and walk in the right path of felf
denial, we have need of much recolle@iog, v

Third  Fragment.

ON HrPOCRISY o
ANY pretend to a thare of the holy child,
-t we want all the wildom of the true So-

lomon to kuaow the mother from the harlot,

An hypoctite hides wickednefs under a cloak of

.goudne(s—clouds without rain, wells without
water, trees without fruit, the ape of piety, the

malk of fin, glorious without—carrion within,
They do not put off, but throw a cloak-over it,

' Satan an Arch-bypocrite, - -

* Having apoftatized from God himfelf, he en~ .
deavoured to vent his malice and envy on God’s
- o favourite,
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favourite, man. He difguifed himfelf as a fer-
nt, fhewed much love and ‘friendfhip, and b
that appearance deceived Eve. Though Go
has prepared an antidote, yet he goes about
murdering the children of men with increafing
craft, (for he is now the old ferpent) he is ftild
oppofing Chrift, picking up the feed of the
word, hindering the fowers, fowing tares. He
is the ftrong man, armed with the force of am
angel, the fubtlety of a fallen angel, able to in~
finuate himfelf into fouls, as into ferpents,
His baits are pleafure far the fenfual, wealth
for the muckworm, honour for the ambitious,
and fcience for the curious: in each he tranfe
forms himfelf as an angel of light,. gilding, alk
with heavenly appearances—but his light is,

darknefs, and haow great is that darknefs!

He works admirably on predifpofitions..
1. On ignorance of evil, or forgetfulnefs of the
fword of the fpirit. He finds us blind, o
blinds our eyes to make us turn the better in
his mill. 2. On fecurity. He puts, far from
us the thoughts of death—2% fRall not Jurdly, diee
3.'On idlenefls. When David was idle at home,,
and Joab.in the field, Satan took that opportuni-
ty to draw him into. the fnare of luft, 4. Om
unrealonable feruples. of " confcience ~difconx
ragement—extremes. K he can’t put out the
fire of zeal, he will make it break out at the
chimney, ‘and drive fafting into, farving.

. He fuits. his. temptations to  the {ubjeéts,,
rives the nail that will go, and caufes the fireapy
of natural propenfities to. flow. He tampts
Bot,. in. general, the old to pleafure,, nor the
i Kk‘& o young;
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young to covetoufnefs, nor the fick to drunken-
nefs, but to impatience. :

The moral Hypocrite.

Many miftake nature for grace, and fo reft
fhort of a true change: ftrong fenfe, keen wit,
lively parts, and a good natural temper puff up
many. The tempering makes a vaft difference
in many blades, all made of the fame metal ;
fome of which will bend before they break,
others break before they bend. Good nature,
without grace, maketh a fairer fhew than grace
with an evil nature.—A cur outruns a grey-
hound with a clog. '

The hypocrite derives his honour from his
birth; ‘the child of God from his new birth,
‘The hypocrite hath his perfeQions from the
body—fromd his complexion and conflitution,
which are not praife worthy; but the Chriftian
hath them from his better part, the foul. A
warm temnper hath often the appearance of zeal,
a cooler of patience, melancholy of contempla<
tion, lively blood and firong fpirits, of fpiritual
0 . . .

! ):l‘he hypocrite ferves God with what cofts
him nothing, only going down the fiream; but
the Chriftian works with ftrife and induftry,
wreltleth, and keeps his body under.

- The hypocrite is difpofed to {fome virtues,
and refrains from thofe vices, that are contrary
to his tafte and humour, as an elephant abhors a
moufe; but the Chriftian fhuts every door a-
gainft fin and is thoroughly furniined to every.
good work. o . -

"T'he hypocrite puts reafon in the place of reli-

i gion;'
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ion; on the contrary, the Chriftian brings real
on under the command of religion; his under-
ftanding bows to faith, and his free will to God’s
free grace. '

-The hypocrite derives his virtues from him-
felf, fpider like. Curfed bethe man, that trzé/leth :
in man.* The Chriftian hath his virtues from
above—the one is like marfhy ground, the other
is watered from heaven. Again, the hypocrite
curfes himfelf by giving to reafon the command
of - appetite, not knowing, that his reafon is
crooked ; but the Chriftian puts all under the
fri®t rule of grace—Grace is Sarah, Reafon
Agar. The one ralis of right reafon, the othcr
rettifierh it. ' : '

The hypocrite puts honefty in the place of -
piety; but the Chriftian is honeft and kind "from
a principle of genuine piety. There was a dif-
ference between Alexander and David pourin
out water— the one before his foldicrs, the other -
befose the Lord. ' '

He hath for virtues only fhining vices—vir- .

tues proeceeding from unfanéified reafon, and
fpoiled by the intention: thus, a covetous, inda-
lent mun avoids and hates law fuits; he is fober
and temperate, through love of money, or of
health and reputation; he is diligent, and in-
duftrious to compafs profit. But the Chriftian
hath the truth, if he wants the perfeétion of
virtue; the one {hines as rotten wood, the other
as gold in the ore,
- +‘The hypocrite cries up virtue, and exclaimsg -
againft vice, rather by-f{peech than praétice;
but the king’s daughter’ is glorious within s

T , . the

*er, avii. 5;
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the one fpeaks, the other lives great things.

The bypocrite keeps himfelf from grofs fins,
but harbours f{piritual corruptions. Does he
fubdue his pallions? theKeare in the way of his
glory and quiet. Does he do good? it is to be
more in love with himfelfe The Chriftian
cleanfeth himfelf from all {piritual vices: the
one is fettled on the lees of felf love, the other
is emptied of felf and filled with Chrift.

The hypocrite compares himfelf with the
child of God when under difadvantages; as for
example, when he is fallen, or overtaken in an
infirmity : but the whiteft devil fhall not ftand
in the judgment with the moft tawny child of
God. The meteor may blaze, but the ftar ftand-
eth.

The hearing Hypocrite.‘

The hearing hypocrite hears Chrift’s word
without benefit; he aflembles with the pious,
whom he deceives, as he hopes to deceive
Chrift.* He goes to meet Chrift, not as the
bride, but only.as the bride’s friend. He is the
ftony ground : he is fermon proof, repels con-
viftion, takes mnothing to himfelf, or {hakes it
off, as fheep do the rain. He hath. the forehead
of the whore,* and refufes to be alhamed.
Chrift condemns him, both as a worker of ini=
uity, and a builder on the fand. The Chriftian

ears, {o that his profiting appears unto.all men ;
he hears Chrift himfelf through the minifter;
and the word is able to fave his foul, asa fa-
vour of life unto life: nor is he a forgetful
* hearer, but a doer, of the word, .

: The

- *Luke xiif, 26, Yer- iii. 3.
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“The hypoerite will hear onty fuch miniRers
as fuit his hpymour—Balaam fuits Balak, a lying -
ophet Ahab. He will neglet or flight others.
gghe"ChriiHan hears God's- voice through every
meflenger of his, the plainer the meftlage the
better bhe receives the meffage—as an angel of
God, even as Chrift Jefus* He judges not of the -
word by the preacher; but of the preacher by
the word: He, like Jehofaphat, will hear Mi+ -
Bc:i:ih preach, rather than the'goo prophets of -

- The hypocrite hears in hopes of hearing
fomething new, therefore when he has ‘heard 2
few times, he grows weary, and longs for a new
acher. An unfanftified heart, like a fick
K‘;nac’h, loathes its daily bread ; but the Chrife
tian s neyer tired of the fincere mitk of the
word; he defires no-newwine ; he likes mannid
after 40 years—Evermore give us this bread. g
The bypocrite bearkens more after elognence:
than fubftance. He likes Apollos, not Chrifi’s
e ; he hears not for life; he fports with
the infirmities of Sampfon—but death is at thé
door. The Chriftian looks moft to the power
the word ; he comes not as to a fhew, but to the -
bar; weighs the matter rather than the manner,
and xe%n‘gs the meflage more than the meflen- -
er.. The ofie falls down before man, the otheﬁ
fore God, - T
He will not hear all : comforts, promifes, ard
eral truths he loves; the doétrine of th
crofs he hates. A foil, a wooden fword, that
draws no blood, fuits him; The Chriftian hears -
all God’s word, loves to be fmitten, does no
- d e - ‘-; - G eed - . 3'.«‘--:“'_,.. Aﬁé
*Gal. iv. 34

2003
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fay, Haf thou fournd me, O mine enemy? but, Search
e and try my heart. _ s
" The hypocrite loaks on the word asa ftory or
a landlcape, he loves to hear of Chrift’s miracles;
of the proligal fon &c; but draws a curtain be-
fore his own pi¢ture, The Chriftian looks on
the word as a glals to fee himfelf. The ong
ufes the word as children their books, looking
more at the piétures than the leffon, the othesy
fees himfelf and improves, o .

" He htars, without preparing his heart to hearg
he minds his qutward more than his in-
ward man; he ufes no exercife to get.an appe-
tite; it is enough if he hears, tho’ he digefts
nothing. He fows among thorns, havi% never
ploughed,, and: they choke all. The Chrifti
ooks to his feet, comes hungry to the houfe
God, longing to be fed, and is not willing to go
without his portian. -

He hears only for. the prefent time, as he
would hear a concert of mufick; the Chriftian
hears both for the tune prefent and to come;
he ftudies what he hears, and tq what end, that
he may turn_it into pradtice.  He. remembers
‘that wotd, Tate heed, how you hear. , . -

. He propofes to himfelf fome carnal end, if any
at all—as to be noticed for his diligence—to
seputed a gaod churchman—to fulfil his tafk of
héa’ring’—perhz}ps to cavil and find fault—to
make amends for nat doing—to pleafe a friend.
Feftus thus pleafed Agrippa, and Ahab heard
Micaiah for ngxofaphatfs fake: but the Chriftian
hears for his own and others edification. |

If the hypocrite is of the fecond clafs of heas-
x5, he fometimes pretends to praltice as an ;};

' <
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eufe for not hearing. ¥ I have,” Tays'he,
¢ enough. in one fermon to prafice all the
week.” -The Chriftian makes hearing and prac-
ti¢e to go hand in hand ; he .will redeem time
for hearing fom recreation dnd fleep ;> his. hears
Ing is-a fpir fo his pra&ice. He does not pre-
tend pradtice s i hinderance to: his ‘hearing,
like Judas, 'who, out of pretended regard to the
poer, fought to rob Chrift of his due. - S
Sometimes he trembleth under the word, but
yet he {hifts it off, before it has taken hold of
zi}s"heatt: As a tree fhaken by "the wind takes
deeper -rdnt, fo is he more rooted in his- fins,
Felix's fearfulnefs furprizeth the' hypocrite be
fore he is aware; he is afhamed of himfelf, an-
ry at the preacher, and, Cain like, he runs from
%:‘rod,‘inﬁead of going to him. But the Chrifti~
an trembles at the word, as afraid to fin againft
it. One is Pharaoh, the other Jofiah.
: He is a feeming friend, but a fecret foe, to
" the golpel. - When the word is a hammer, he is
an anvil ;- when it is a fire, he is clay. But the
€hriftian is boeth reconciled to, and transformed:
into the word; receiving it as the word of God
in the love -thereof. 1t the word be a nail, it
nxils him to Chrift; if a {word, he 'loves to be
cut and diffefted ; -if a fire, he'is like water, or as
gold. - The one kiffes the word, like Judas;
the other embraces it, as Jofeph did Benjamin, -

- The praying Hypocrite.

o "The praying hypocrite prays with his tong e,
but not?::i{,h s n1gart s | the heart of the Chﬁ?ﬁzﬂ
an goes firft in prayer, . i o

. i The

o
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The hypoerite: atks accondisg to- his wifles,

‘oohng' po farther, like lfrael for quails, Bae
laam leave %0 curfe God’s , Rache}
for children: But the Chriftian like Hannals,
who prayed: hard and fubmitted all to Godo .
. He is wavering and double-minded—* Can God
Sornih a tabld in the mtlderne(s?” ¢ Will he heax
and anfwer?’ The Chriftima afketh in faith,
nothing wavering; as Mofes at the zed fea,
while Ifrael cried and expe&ed death. '

The ite is fometimes prefum
allo—** Wierefare have I fafed, and thou [4{!:;’?’

The Chriftian always comes as 2 poor Ty
aying with the Centusion, * Iaom not wortky.”
He quarrelleth with. God, if not aniwe

¢ Thes evil is of the Lord;” but thzo’%,h;iﬂ;m
waiteth patiently, faying, k¢ is the et hin
. do a5 ke pleaﬁrtﬁ.ty ‘ng

He prays without repentance, regarding ini-
quity m his heart; but the Chriftian confeffes
and forfakes bis fin.

The hypocrite prays without faith, withowt
expecting an anfwer; therefore he often cuts
{hort his prayer, efpecially in fecrete The Chrif~
tian pours out his foul in prayer ;—gives good
meafure, prefled dewn, running over, bej;ﬁ
affured, that word ftandeth faft, If ye, being eviy
know how to give good gifts unto your children, how
much more fhall my heavenly Father give his holp
Spirit to them that afk it ?

At other times the hypocrite will exceed mea-
fure—but only in company, like the Ave Ma-
_ria’s of the Papifts. The true Chriftian mea-
fures his prayers by his affe@ions, and by works’
of charity and duty, ) Th

- (4
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The hypocrite prays in adverfity, not in prof-
erity ; }?’f(c)omes likZ the leper, loyr beaten child.

"he Chriftian, as the loving fon, prays in prof-
perity, without the compulfion of the rod. Or,
perhaps, he will pray in profperity, but in adver-
{ity his heart finks, like Nabals: he¢ murmurs,
complains, and cries out, “ Why doth the
Lord do thus unto me?” The Chriftian remems-
bers thofe words of St. James, Is any afflitied, let
im pray. The one, as a baftard, runs away;
the other kiffes the rod, and fees every thing as
the anfwer of prayer, fubmitting himfelf wholly
to the will of God. . ,

The preaching f—Iypocrite worfe than all.

* Admitted of men, not called of God, he
preaches Chrift, but not for Chrift. Put me,
faith he, into the priefts office, that I may eat a morfel
of bread. He is, perhaps, a preacher of righte~
oufnefs, but a worxl;er of iniquity. But the true

Chriftian preacher only fpends and is {pent up-

on Chrift and his intereft; he is careful not
only of his gifts, but of his grace; not only to
be {ent of men, but of God. The one preaches
_ himfelf and for himfelf, the other preaches

Chrift and for Chrift. Co

The hypocrite is ambitious to fhew his learn-
ing—to be admired rather than to be ufeful:
Not fo St. Paul* A fcribe well inftruéted bring-
etll(; out of his own treafures things new and
old.

He brings in learning,
ing; his artificial fire iath no warmth in it.
L1 But
*1. Cor. ii. ‘

P4

but not divine learn~
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But the Chriftian minifter, though perhaps
jearned . in Egyptian wifdom as Moles, and 1n
Greek literature as St. Paul, who quoted Aratus
to the Athenians,* Menander to the Corinthi-
ans,t Epimenides to Titus,} never ufes it but
as the Agar of S8arah; Chrift crucified being his
chief lmowledge. '

The hypocrite ufes diving learning to htiman,
carnul ends—to get preferment or fame, to fup-

rt opinions or parties. The minifter of Chrift
re)mdles not the word qf God deceitfully, but by
manifeftation of the’truth.j He glorieth not in
his preaching, a neceflity being laid upon him
by Chrift. ~ :
- The hypocrite chufes fubjef&ts on which he
may i{hine and pleafe; the other, thofe which
may awaken and edify,—difclaiming men-pleaf-
ing. The one fhoots over the heads, the other
aims at the hearts of his hearers, f{uiting himfelf
to the meaneft capacity. i

He puts on a face o{ zeal, without zeal, and, .
trying o move others, is himfelf wnmoved.
Hz cannot fay, with Ghrift, The zeal of thine houfe
hath eaten me up: his zeal is an ignis-fatuus, or
perhaps a heathenifh fire lighted at Seneca’s
torch—not a burning, as well as a thining light.
He may have fome fe¢lings, but they are over
_ with his fermon or prayer; fome warmth for the

Church, as Jehu, becaufe it is his party. But the
Chriftian minifter hath more zeal in his bofom
than on his tongue. Elijah-like, the word of
the Lord is as a fire in his bones. His foul
wourns in fecret places for the fins he reproves

o openly,

‘1 *Ads xvii, 28, +x Cor. xv. 33. IT&I“‘ i. 126
% Coc ivs 2. ° '
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opcnlg',* He can put probatum eft, to what he
preaches; and his zeal hath a very large mea-
iure of gofpel love—it faves others, while it
~ confumes himfelf.

The hypocrite is, perhaps, fri&® in his rules,
loofe in his praétice, binding heavy burdens,
that he toucheth not himfelf. He is like a fin-
ger poft, which {hews the way, but nevet walks

t'n it: he promifes liberty while he is himfelf
the {fave of fin. The true preacher is afraid to
preach what he pra&ifes not—he lives his fer-
mons over. As a brave captain, he faith,
% Follow me;” he aims at Thummim as well as.
Urim, petfeétion as well as light. : '

The oné makes the way to heaven as broad
a6 he can, at leaft to himfelf, and oft times
allows things to- others to fcreen himfelf. The
other makes the way to heaven narzower to him- .
felf than to his hearers, and never gives up the
leaft of the word left his own foot {houid be
pinched.

Fourth Fragment.
ON LUKEWARMNESS.

HE lukewarm are of two forts, The firft
_will fpeak againft enormities, but plead for
little fins—will go to. church and facrament, but
alfo to plays, races and fhews—will read the
"bible, and alfo romances and trifling bookse
They will have family prayer, at leat on fun-.
days, but after it unprofitable talk, evil fpeak-
ing, and worldly converfation. They plead:

L Ll 2 for

*er. xii, 174
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for the church, yet leave it for a card party, a
pot companion, or the fire fide. They think
they are almoft good enough, and they, who
aim at being better, are (to be fure) hypocrites.
They are under the power of anger, evil defire
and anxious care; but {uppofe aﬁ men are the
fame, and talk much of being faved by true re-
pentance and doing all they can. They under-
value Chrift, extol morality and good works, and
do next to none. They plead for old cuftoms:
they will do as their fathers did, though ever fo
contrary to the word of God; and whatcver
hath not cuftom to plead for it, though ever fo
much recommended in {cripture, is accountéd
by them a herefy. They are greatly afraid of
Leing too good, and of making too much ado
about their fouls and eternity; they will be
" Jober, but not enthufiafis. The fcriptures they
guote moft, and underftand leaft are, Be nor
righteous over much—God's mercies are over all his
works—There is a time for all things @c, They call
themlelves by the name of Chrift, but worfhip
Baal. '

The fecond fort of lukewarm perfons affent
to all the whole bible, talk of repentance, faith
and the new birth, commend holinefs, plead
for religion, ufe the outward means, and profefs
to be and to do more than others. But they
yield to careleflnefs, felf indulgence, fear-of
man, dread of reproach, and of lofs, hatred of
the crofs, love of eafe, and the falfe pleafures of
a vain imagination. Thefe fay, do, and reall
fuffer many things; but reft fhort of the true
change of heart, the one thing needful being
till lacking. They are as the foolith virgins,

o without
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. without eilgas the man not having on the
wedding garment. '

Of thefe the Lord hath faid, He will Jpew them.
aut of his mouth: But, Why fo fevere a {entence
Becaufe, (1) Chrift will have a man hearty, and
true to his principles; he looks for. truth in the:
inward parts. Asa confiflent charafter he come
mended even the unjuft fleward. (2) Religion,
admits of no lukewarmnefs, and it is by men of
this chara&ter, that his name is blafphemed.,.
(3) A bad fervant is worfe than a carelefs.
neighbour, and a traitor,.in the guife of a. friend,,
is more hateful and more dangerous than an,
open enemy: Judas was more infamous than,
Pilate. (4) The cold have nothing to truft to,,
and harlots and publicans enter into the kinga.
dom of htaven, before moral or evangelical pharie.
fees, who, in different degrees, know their Ma.
fter’s will, and do it not:. They fhall be beaten with:

many firipes.

s

Fifth = Fragment.

Thou. wilt keep him in perfelt peace, whofe mind:
is ftayed on thee, becaufe he trufleth in thee,.
Ifa. xxvi. g.. , ,

THE very centre of Chriftian religion is uniom
with Chrift, and the receiving him as our:
all; in other words called fuitk, or a flaying our-
minds or him. To the doing this, there are many:
hinderances, but the two. greatef and moft ge-
neral ones are,
- Firflt, The want of felf knowledge : this keeps.
Dinety nine out of ene hundred from Chrifts.
. o
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They know not, or rather feel mot, that they
are blind, naked, leprous, helplefs, and con-
demned; that all their works can make no
atonement, and that nothing they can do will
fit them for heaven. When this is truly known,
the firft grand hinderance to our union with
Chrift is removed.

The fecond is, The want of underftanding
the gofpel of Chrift: the want of feeing therein
the firm foundation given us for this pure and
fimple faith, the only folid ground of ftaying our
fouls on God. We muﬁ remember, that the

{pel is good news, and not be flow of heart to

elieve it. Chrift receiveth finners, he under-
taketh their whole concern; he giveth not only
repentance, but remiffion of fins, and the gift of
a Holy Ghoft. He creates them anew—his love
firft makes the bride, and then delights in her.
The want of viewing Chrift in this -light, as the
Author and Finifher of our falvation, hinders
the poor humble penitent from cafting himfelf
wholly on the Lord, although he hath faid,
Cujt thy burden un the Lord, and he fhall fuftain thee.

‘I do not meation fin, for fin is the very thing,
which renders man the objeét of Chrift’s pity.
Our fins will never turn away the heart of
Chrift from us, for they brought him down from
heaven to die in our piace; and the reafon, wh
iniquity feparates between God and our fouls, is
becaule it turns our eyes from him, and fhuts up
in us the capacity of receiving thofe beams of
love, which are ever delcending upon and offer-
ing themfelves to us. But fin jincerely lamented,
and brought by a conflant ait of faith and Prayer
befure the Lord, thall- {oon be coniumed.thas

' e
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the thorns laid clofe to a fire; only let us abide
thus waiting, and the Lord will pafs through
them and burn them up together.

When the foul feels its own helpleflnefs, and
receives the glad tidings of the gofpel, it ven-
tures upon Chrift; and though the world, the
fieth, and the devil purfue, fo that the foul
feerfis often to be on the brink of ruin, it has
fill only te liften to the golpel, and. venture on
Chrift, as a drowning man on a fingle plank,
with, ‘¢ I can but perifh,” remembering thefe
words, Thou wilt keep him in perfe&t peace, whofe
mind is flayed on thee, becaufe he trufteth in thee.

The confequences of thus trufting is, that
God keeps the foul from its threefold enemy—
defends it in temptation, in perfecution, in hea-
winefs. Through all, it finds power to repofe
itfelf on Chrift—to fay, “ God fhall chufe my .
_ 3nheritance for me.”" Here the Chriftian finds
peace with God, peace with himfelf, and peace
with all around him—the . peace of pardon, the
peace of holinefs; for both are obtained by
ftaying the mind on Chrift. He walks in the
perpetual recolleétion of a prefent God, and is
not difturbed by any thing. If he feels fin, he
carries it to the Saviour, and if in heavinefs,
through manifold temptations, he ftill holds
faft his confidence—he is above the region of
clouds.

The carelefs finner is not to be exhorted to
truft in Chrift; it would be to caft pearls before
fwine. Before an a& of faith, there muft be an
a&t-of felf dq'fair; before filling, there muft be
emptinefs. Is this thy charater? Then fuffer
me to take away thy falfe props. Upon v:lhz}:

- ' . o
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doft thou ftay thy foul? Thy honefty, morali-
ty, humility, doing good, ufing the means,
bufinefs, friends, confufed thoughts of God’s
mercy? This will never do. “lhou muft be
brought to fay, What fhall I do to be Javed ?
Without trembling at God’s word, thou canft
not receive Chrig. Nothing fhort of_love
will do. ;
The penitent needs, and bleffed be God, has
every encouragement. You have nothing but
fin—it is time you {hould underftand the gofpel.
You fee yourlelf finking—Chrift is with you.
You defpair of yourfelf—hope in Chrift. ~You
are overcome—Chrift conquers. Self condemn-
ed—he abfolves. Why do not you believe?
Is not the mefenger, the word, the Spirit of
God, fufficient? You want a joy unfpeakable—
the way to it is by thus waiting patiently upon
God. Look to Jefus: he fpeaks peace; abide
looking, and your peace fhall flow.as a river.

Sixth = Fragment.

Nebuchadnezzar fpate, and faid unto them, Is it true
O Shadrach, Mefkach, and Abednego, do not ye
Jerve my Gods, nor worfhip the gold:n image, that
I have fet up? Dan. iii. 14.*

IN this chapter we have an account of thofe
worthies, who quenched the violence of the
fire. Oblerve, I, The dedication of the image,
¥I, The three children accufed and arraigned.
III, Soothed and threatened, but prefc;;ing

‘ " death

*Preached at Madeley on the Wake Sunday A. D, 3763. -
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death to fin, God’s law to the king’s,:faith te
honour and profit. 1V, Nebuchadnezzar’s an-
ger, their punifhment, and deliverance. V, The
effeét it had on the king.

This account may be applied to the trials of
God’s children in all ages. The God of this
world fets up, in oppofition to the jgofpel, three
images; the firft, a golden image, profit; the
{fecond, an airy image, honour; the third, a
beautiful, alluring image, pleafure. :

The firft, profit, is worfhipped by fetting our
affeftions upon it, by making it the. prime, if
not fole objeét of our thoughts, and the Lord
even of our Sabbaths. We bow down to this
golden image, by unjuft dealing, running in
debt without taking care to difcharge it, chufing
rather to wound our confcience than our pock+
et; by countenancing or fuffering evil for filthy
Tucre’s fake, forgetting that, The love of momey s
the root of all evil.

The fecond, honour, is worfhipped, when we
defire the applaufe of men, or {hrink from duty,
for fear of their rage or contempt. -

The third, pleafure, when we indulge the
fle(h, by exceflive eating and drinking, by un-
cleannefs, vain fhews, and heathenith {ports;
when we delight ourfelves in drefs, furniture,
our perfons, &c. In a word, when we do not
anétify the enjoyment of the creature, by the

ord of God and Prayer. B

As the people of God will not bow down to
" this threefold image, they are accufed, threaten- .
ed and ridiculed. Their duty, under fuch cir-
cumftances, is to bear their teftimony againft
this idolatrous worfhip of the God of this world,

to
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to poffefs their fouls in patience, to believe in
the Lord’s will and power to fave them, not to
comply by halves, or compromife the matter
with the world; but to be ready to offer up
their lives, and leave the event to God, in a
fteady purpofe not to offend him.

All ¢ame to the dedication, even from afar—
but how many ftay from the houfe of God, tho’
at the door! ~ All bowed down but three—how
many are now going to turn their backs on the
Lord’s table!

From the dedication of our church, from days
fet apart to be kept holy, Satan takes occafion
to enforce the worfhip of his threefold image.
Now remember the duty of God’s people, and
quit yourfelves like men. Some petty Nebu-
chadnezzars have fent to gather together, not
princes, but drunken men; and have fet up,
not a golden image, no nor a golden calf, but a
Lving bull. O ye, .that fear God, be not afraid
of their terror, be not allured by their mufick ;
confefs the God of Shadrach, Mefhach and Ae
‘bednego; and pray that thefe offenders may,
with Nebuchadnezzar of old, tefolve, not only
to do nothing againft, but not even to. [peat amifs
of the God of Shadrach, Mefhach and dbednego..

. To you, my brethren, who worfhip thé image,
what {hall T fay? Shall Nebuchadnezzar rife
up in judgment againft you? He blefled the
God of Shadrach, Mefhach and Abednego; will
you curfe him? for inafmuch as you do. it to
one of his followers, you do it unto him,
Nebuchadnezzar made a decree, that whoever
‘fhould fpeak againft the God of Shadrach, Me-
fhach and Abednego, fhould be cut in piec:,;

: "V a
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. amnd their houfés madé a'dunghill; and will yow
eut in ‘pieces, with your tongues, or turn intoa
dunghill, by riot and mobbing, the houfes of
thofe, who fear and love the God of Shadrach,
Mefhach and Abednego? No other.God can
deliver after this fort, faid' the heathen; and
give me leave to add, no other God can punifh
after this forts - : -l

The King of kings hath aneinted Jefus! he iy
lifted up on the crofs— upon a throne of Glory.
The decree is gone forth, At the name of Fefus
every knee muft bow. All tongues, nations, lan-
guages, patriarchs, prophets, apoftles, martyrs,
confeflors, angels, archangels and faints, above
and below, all muft fall down, In heaven, trum=
pets, thunders, lightenings, voices—on earth,
the terrors of Sinai, all fay Kifs the Son. He is
Bot a dead image, but the kuing God.—He comes
—the trump ot God may found to day. The
burning furnace of his indignation is heated,
and eternity is the duration of their torments,
whofe {moke afcendeth for ever and evers—
O let him blefs you now, in turning every one
of you from his iniquities, and you fhall keep
the fealt in heaven. - ,

Seventh  Fragment,

Being in an agony, he prayed more earneftly, and his
Jweat was, as it were, freat drop: of blood, fallin
down to the ground. Luke xxil, 44. .

MANY defire to know, what paflfes in the
heart of great men, when under afftiing
circumftances, or engaged in fome great
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taking. Behold the moft fublime fcene of fuf.
fering held out to us in the word of God: here
are laid open the laft, the dying thoughts and
cruel fufferings of the Saviour of mankind : here
is a {cene, in which we are all moft. deeply in-
terefted. Let us look into, = - -

I, The agony of our Saviour. II, What he
did in his agony. III, The amazing confe-
quences of that agony. _ y

The agony of our Lord was a conflift—a vio-
lent ftruggle—a graﬁpling and wreftling with
the dee %t horror—the agitation of a breaft pe-
netrated with the greateft fenfe of fear and
amazement,—He was heard in that he feared. "

The caufe of his agony was, (1) The powers
of darknefs, legions of devils, who poured on
his devoted head their utmoft rage and malice,
Every wound, which fin had given, and the
devil had power to infliét, the pure and naked
bofom of Jefus jopened. itfelf to receive. The
prince of darknefs, whofe chain was let loofe
for the purpofe, now ruled his hour, and, to ap-

earance, triumphed over the -Prince of life.
(2) The feeling of the weight of the wrath of
God (and who knoweth the power of his
wrath?) as kindled againft fin—the terrors of
the Lord—the cup of trembling—the withdraw-
ing of God’s comfottable prefence. (3) The
fear of his farther fufferings—a violent, dread-
ful, and approaching death. (4) The atoning
- for our coldnefs, and the painful forefight, with

how much truth, thofe words of the prophet
might be applied to many, Is it nothing to you, all
yes _that paj? by?
. During his agony he prayed more earneftly.
. . e
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He prayed earnefily before, but now more earneft-
ly; before, he kneeled, but now, he threw him-.
felf proftrate on the earth. He prayed aloud
with firong cries and tears.* He was in an agony,
every power of foul and body being ftretched
to the utmoft.——Thofe, who never, or feldom
przy, are ftrangers to fpiritual confliéts.
he greatnefs of his agony, and intenfenefs
of his prayer caufed that amazing circumitance
‘of his fweat being, as it were great drops of
blood. Amazing! Becaufe, it was a cold dam
night—he lay on the dewy ground—it was fo
profufe as to run down in great drops to the .
ground—the fweat was mixed with blood, burft-
1ng out of the capillary veflels through the open
ores, : v _
Obferve, Adam finned in a garden; in a gar-
den Chrift expiates fin. Before death, In the
Sfweat of thy brow @¢;t before death Chrift fweat,.
_ and with all his body laboured. In forrow fhalt .
thou bring forth; Chrift fweat blood, ftrong fign of
pain.  Curfed is the ground &c;. Chrift, when
made fin and a curfe, lies proftrate on the
ground, and bedews it with blood. ,
Brethren, we mutt all be brought to an ago-
ny; yea, we muft be crucifed with Chrift, if we
would reign with him., Beware then of vilify-
ing the fpiritual agonies of the children of God,
by calling them mad fits. , :
You who, in agony, have brought forth chil-
dren, or ftruggled under the load of exceffive
drinking, or laboured for life when in danger,
ftruggle and agonize now for your fouls.
Learn to pray moft, when moft troubled—
Mm when

*Heb, v. 7. 1Gen. iii,

\
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when weakeft—when moft tempted. Still look
to the Lord Jefus—adore him—love him. Be
not dry,- like Gideon’s fleece, in the midft of
this facred dew. O come for the anfwer of his
prayer; tis thy balm of Gilead, the precious
vintment, which runs down to the fkirts of his
clothing. Wath away thy fin: bathe in his
bloody f{weat; it is the former and the latter
rain, Zedcwing prophets and apoftles.

Let every believer remember, (and rejoice in
the remembrance) that {weat, pain, the earth,
the grave are fanétified; and let every ftubborn
unbeliever beware of the cry of his blood. It
now cries better things, by and by, it will cry
bitterer things, than the blood of Abel.

Eighth  Fragment.

The fingdom of heaven fuffereth violence, and the
violent tace it by force. Mat. -

TI—IE grand device -of Satan is to prevent us
trom feeing the meceflity of this holy vio-
Tlence, or irom putting it in executien. To
revent the effe& of this ftratagem, eur bleffed
Yord gives us the plaineft dire&ions in thefe
‘words, Strive to enter in at the frait gate—Labour
for the meat, which endureth to eterral life &c. ©c.
But in no fcripture is the dire@ion more plain,
‘than in that of the text, The kingdom &c.
Let us confider, I, The nature of this kingdoms
11, How the violent take it by force. IlI, An-

{wer an obje&ion to the dodirine of the text.
This kingdom is that of grace, which brings
down a heavenly nature and felicity into the
believing
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believing foul. The kingdom within us is righ-
#eoufnefs and peace, and joy—it is Jefus apprehended
by faith, as given jfor us, and fclt by love, as
living in us. In a word, 1t is the image of God
loft in Adam and reftored by Chrifi—pardon,
holinefs, and happinefs, iffuing.in eternal glory.

This kingdom fuftereth violence, which is
affered, (1) To thole Lords, who reign over
us—the world, the devil, the flelh. Thefe re-
bels muft be turned out; our own wills muft be
overcome,.and ourfelves furrendered up to God,
as to our lawful and chofen Sovereign. (2) An
humble, holy, facred violence muft be uicd in
xrayer i—with Jefus, that he would oper, in cur

earts, the power of faith, apply the eflicacy of

his blood, and beftow upon us the fpirit of

er, or in other words, the prayer of faith :—

with the Father, that he would look through the

illar of fire, and difcomfit all our enemies:—

with the Holy Ghuft, that he would take up hus
abode with us.

" Of this violence we have an example in Jacob
wreftling with the angel, who faid, Let me go,
Jor the day breateth ; and he faid, I will not let thee
go, till thou blefs me.* Here Jacob, being lett
alone, improves his folitude; danger and trou-
ble work in him the right way. He prays,
prays earnefily, and that againft much difcourage-
ment. God and man feem to oppofe him; for
the Angel of the covenant wreftled, as if to get
oofe from his hold. It was a fpiritual wreftling;.
he wept and made fupplication, but before he
prevails the Angel touched the hollow of Jacob’s.
thigh, and hindered him from wreﬁling in.

' Mm 2 his

*Gen. xi. 260
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his own ftrength. Then the Spirit alone made
interceffion; nature failed and grace was con-
ueror—When 1 am weat, then am I firong. He
ays, Let me go, as God once faid to Mofes, Let
me alone: thus does the Lord fometimes try our
faith, This was the cafe of the woman of Ca-
naan, when Jefus, at firft, anfwered her not, and
afterwards faid, It is not meet to take the children’s
bread, and caft it to the dogs. But when f{he ftill
worlhipped, prayed, and waited, fhe obtained
thefe words of approbation, O woman, great is thy
Jaith! as well as the anfwer of her prayer.
the Angel faith, Let me go, the day breateth—thy
affairs want thee—thou muft have reft; but
Jacob foregoes all for the blefling—reft, family,
wearinefs, pain ; and anfwers, I will not let thee go,
unlefs thou blefs me. So muft it be with us; 'none
prevail, but thofe, who take the kinfdom b
violence. He conquers at laft. What is thy -
name? faith God.—He will have the f{inner
know himfelf and confefs what he is; then he
ives the new name, 4 prince with God. ¥ God
for us, wha can be againft us? The Angel
daes not tell him his name; for the tree of life
is better than the tree of knowledge, He faw
God face to face, and lived. So is it with faith-
ful wreftlers: God refifts only to increafe our
defires, and we muft be refolved to hearken to
nothing that would hinder. Wearinefs, care,
friends, fear, and unbelief, muft all be thrown
afide, when we feek to fee God face to face, and
to be brought into the light of life. :
They, who are weary of the Egyptian yoke.
of outward and inward fin, who cannot reft
without the love of Jefus, the life of Gocﬁl,1 z;:
: a
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laft become violent.. They forcibly turn from
the world; by force they attack the Devil;.
bring themfelves, by force, before God; and.
drag out, by ftreng confeffion, the evils that
lurk within. Againft thefe they fight by de--
tefting and denying them. Their ftrength is.
in crying mightily to the Lord, and expeding:
continually that fire, which God will rain from.
heaven upon them.. All this muft be done by
force, and with great confliéts; for it is againit:
nature, which hath the utmoft relu®ance to it,.

The words of the text allude to the taking a:
fortified town by ftorming it; and this is of all:
military expeditions the moft dangerous. The: .
enemy is .covered and hid, and thofe, who fcale-
the walls, have nothing but their arms- and:
courage.—But can the wreftling foul. overcome,,
can he take this kingdom? Ah no, not by his.
own ftrength; but his Jothua will take it for him,.
God only requires, that we fhould entreat him to:

-do this: The prayer of repentancg, the prayer
of faith, ftorm mount Sion, the city of God,.
He that is violent fhall receive the kingdom of:
God—ijutftification. and. fan&ification : but: re--
member, the violent take it by force. He fhall
have many a hard ftruggle with God’s enemies, .
-and, it may. be, many. with the Lord. himfelf,.
before he declares him conqueror..

Some objeét,. We have no might; and to en--
deavour to. take tlhie kingdom by violence, is;
taking the matter out of God’s hand: Is it not
better to wait for the promile, ftand ftill and fee
the falvation of God? If you mean by ftanding,
ftill, not agonizing to enter in at the ftrait gate,.
not wreftling in prayer, and fighting the. goqd. "
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fight of faith—May God fave you from ¢his
ﬁﬁlnefs! You err, not- knowing the fcriptures.
The ftanding ftill there recommended, is to
poflefs your foul in g;tience, without dejettion,
Jear, and murmuring. nd ftiill as the apoftles,
who watched together in prayer, ran with pati-
ence the race fet before them, and fought man-
fully, as faithful foldiers, under the banner of
the crofs. Any other ftillnefs is of the devil,
and leads to his kingdom. “Search the new
- teftament, and fhew me one ftanding ftill, after
he had been convinced of his wants. Did the
Centurion, did the woman of Canaan, did blind
Bartimeus ftand ftill? Did St. Paul, did the
woman with the bloody- iffue ftand fill? Did
not all of them ufe the power they had? Ido
not defire you to ufe, what you have not; only
be faithfur ftewards of the manifold grace en-
trufted to you. A kingdom, a kingdom of hea-
ven is before you—power to reign with Jefus as
his priefts and kings. Stir up then thy faith;
reach forward to the things which are before.
Become a wreftling Jacob, and you fhall fhortly
be a prevailing Ifrael. Be not- difcouraged, for,
as a good man obferves, “ God frequently
gives in one moment, what he hath apparently
withheld for many years.”
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Ninth  Fragment.

Thou fool, this night thy foul fhall be required of
thee. Luke Xil. 20. - .

LET us confider, I, Why our Lord calls the
perfon mentioned in the text fool—Thox
Jool. 1I, The fudden, and unexpeéted feparation
between this rich man and his all. HI, The
circumflance of the particular time of his death—
This night. IV, Make fome obfervations on the
nature and value of a foul. V, Obferve who fhall
require the rich man’s foul—it fhall be required,
VI, Make fome remarks on the laft words of the
text,—Thy foul fhall be required of #hee.

I, It is not without good reafon, that our -
Lord addrefles the rich man in the text with
Thou fool. The pifture our Lord has drawn of
him hath eight ftrokes, each of which proves
this worldling to have been an egregious fool.

(1) He was rich in this world, but negle&ed
being rich towards God, rich in grace. (2) He
was perplexed without reafon, and exclaimed—
What fhall I do! I have not where to beflow my
fruits. Had he been wife, he would rather have
cried out, with the jailor, What fhall I do to be
Javed! or he would have enquired, whether all
the houfes of his poor neighbours were full;
and whether he could not beftow upon them
fome of thofe fruits, the abundance of which
made him fo uneafy. (3) He determined to

ull dowon his barns >=not to break off his fins,
he pile of them, though towering to heaven,
like Babel, did not make him uneafy. (4) He
xefolved to build greater barns; but forgot to buti}l;l3
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the hopes of his falvation on the rock of ages.*
(5) He would fay to his foul, Soul thou haft goods
laid up: But had he been wife, he would have
confidered, that although he was rich as to his
outward citﬁg‘tinﬁanccsﬁ a‘}ldl the things, which
fu t the , yet his foul was poor, miferable,
blisg,u:md naéed.'l’y {6) He had the Pglly t({" pro-
mife himfelf a long life, as if he had a leafe of
it, figned by his heavenly Lord. Soul, faid he,
thou haft much goods laid up for many years: but
God faid, Thou fool, this night @c. (7) He would
fay to his foul, Soul take thine eafe; but had he
been direéted by wifdom, he would have exhort-
ed his foul not to reft -till he had obeyed the
“ apottle’s precept, Work out your own falvation with
fear and trembling.t Alas! how common and
how dangerous is the miftake of the children of
this world, who openly follow this fool, and fay
either to themf{elves, or one to another, ¢ Soul
take thine eale; take care of being under an
concern about falvation, there is no need of ig
much ado about religion and heaven.” (8) The
laft mark of the rich man’s folly, was to fay to
his deluded foul, Eat, drink, and be merry; as
if a foul could eat and drink, what money can
procure or barns contain. No my brethren;
the grace of God, and the benefits of Chrift’s
death, which are called his flgft and blood, the
bread of life and the living water, are .the only
food and drink proper for our fouls; and the
true mirth and folid joy of a fpirit is that, to
which St. Paul exhorts us, Rejoice in the Lord, and

ain I fay rejoice.)i
® : ? 1I, The

*Mat. viif. a4, iRev, dii. 9. Phil. ii, z2.
fPhil. iv. 4. . ! ?
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II, The feparation between this rich farmer,
and his all, was {fudden and unexpeéted—7 his
night, faid God, fhall thy foul be required qf
thee. This night, not fo much as to morrow 1%
allowed him to difpofe of thofe goods, which
were laid up for many years: he muft fuddenly,
immediately, part with all. L

(1) All his moveable goods—except a winding

eet.  (2) All his landed eftate, except a grave.
(3) All his barns, houfes and halls, except @'
coffin. (4) All his friends, and relations, with~
out exception: he muft go this difmal journey
alone and unattended. (5) All his time; his pre-
cious time, which the living kill fo many ways,’
and which the dying and the dead would gladly
recover, by parting with a world, if they had it
to part with. (6) His foul, it is to be feared.
* Let us here refle&®, how careful we are, to
fecure our doors, left thieves fhould break in,
and take away fome of our goods; and yet how.
carelefs to provide for death, who carries away
@ll, or rather hurries us away from all at ane!
‘What an alarming thought is this, for impeni-
tent finners! May their fouls be required this
very night? O let them not plot wickednefs,
and contrive vanity, againft fo morrow.

111, The circumftance of the particular time of
this rich man’s death, is very awful—This night,
not this day, {fhall thy foul &c. This feems to
imply four things. ,

(!;'Darknej} and horror, which chiefly belong
to the night. Of this we have ftriking illuftra-
tions, in the deftrution of the firft born of the
Egynptians, and of Sennacharib’s army in Judea.
‘(5 Drowfinefs and carnal fecurity, illuftrated in the

appofite
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te cafe of the foolith virgins.* (3) Saduefs,
oppofition to thofe nights, which he had per-
hups f{pent in debauchery and vain diverfiuns,
(4;”8:}1 and ignorance of the ways ot God ; which
are called darnefs and night, wor:s of darknefs &c,
in various parts of the fcripture.
O think upon this night of death, ye that
forget God. How foon may it be here to caft a
veil upon your pride, and make it thare the fate
of Abfalom’s beauty, Jezebel’s paint, and Saul’s
ftature. 4

If this night of death is coming upon all, this
pight, when no man can work, Iet us follow
our Lord’s advice, and work the works of God,
while it is day.t ‘

IV, How wonderful is the nature, how inefti=
mable is the value, of that foul, which was. re.
quirm'i of this fool; and which thall be required
of us!

How excellent is that noble, that negle&ted
being, in itfelf? Spiritual—immortal—endued
with the moft glosious faculties—made after the
very image of God !

How precious is it, as well as how excellent!
It is a jewel of ineftimable value, and its worth
may be eftimated, (i) From the admirable tex-
ture of the body, which is only the cafket where
that jewel is placed. (2) From the extraordina-
1y pains, which the fons of men take to repair -
and adorn the body, whofe value depends only
on the jewel it contains. (3) From the teftimo-
ny of Chrift, who prefers one foul to the whole
material creation—What Jfkall it profit a man,, if he
gair the whole world, and lofe kis own ﬁﬁd 2t
. o er

*"Mat. xxv. tJohn ix, 4, 1Mat.‘xvi- 26, '
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Suffer me then to entreat yeu, brethren, to
beftow on your fouls, pains and care, m fome
meafure, proportionable to their worth; at leaft,
be not offtended with us minifters, for thewing
fome concern for the falvation of your precious,
“immortal fouls. ' :

V, Who fhall require his foul *—Thy foul Shall
e requireds The original word, dwuTscy, MEans,
“They fhall ‘require. ~The queftion then offers
itfelf, Who they are, that fhall require theun-
Pprepared worldling’s foul ? .

Lanfwer, (1) Not Chrift, as a Saviour ; for in
that capacity he hath nothing to do with dying
unbelievers. %‘hey would not receive his grace
into their hearts, and he will not receive them
into his glory.* Nor good angels: We read,

indeed, that t eg carried Lazarus to Abraham’s
e

bofom;+ but the rich man found his way to
the flames without them. (3) Nor departed faints,
who neither can nor will meddle with unrege-
nerate fouls. For this we may read the con-
verfation between Abraham and the wretch,
who priyed to Him for help. ‘Who then?
(1) Some unforefeen accident or dijtemper. (2) Death,
who, as an officer, delivers the wicked into the
hands of the tormentors. (3) Evil Spirits, the
minifters of divine juftice; which may.be in-
ferred from the firong fenfe of the powers of
darknefs, which fome wicked men have in their
lat moments. See the cafe of the memorable
Francis Spira. : ’
 Believers cheerfully refign their fouls into
‘their Siviour’s hands;" yea, they -long to depart and
2o be with Chrijt, which is far betters  Unbelievers,
) N . B 3 el L wh‘.
*Prov. i, 24, &e.  tLuke xvie 22,  tLuke xvi.

-
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who have their portion in this world, are loath
to leave it; but a peremptory, forcible command
fhall fet afide all their pleas: their foul ftall be
required.

I, The laft words of the text, afford matter
for the laft head of the difcourfe. Death comes
to require a foul; * Not of me,” fays perhaps
the rich farmer, * Not of me, for I Kave much

oods laid up for many years;” but God fays,

f thee {hall thy foul be required.

What may not the foul of fome poor Lazarus,
who pines away in want, ficknefs, and obfcurity,
be required firft? No, fays God, it muft be
required of thee. May not an old Simeon, who
longs to depart in peace, be allowed to die for
the rich man? No: his hour is come; of lim
is his foul required. But, perhaps, fome of the
riclv man’s fervants, at the feet of the bed, may
go upon this fatal errand for him? No, fays
‘death, he muft go himfelf: of thee is thy foul
required. See all thofe weeping friends, who
furround his bed? May not one of them do for
death? No, cries the ftern meflenger, My er-
rand is to rhee. ,

Confider the peremptorinefs of the inexorable
meflenger. Gold will not bribe him. Entrea-
ties prevail not. He takes no notice of pro-
miles of amendment. Tears melt him not,
In [pite of phyficians and medicine, he does his
office, and requires of the worldling his unpre-
pared foul. :

The epithet, which God fixes on the Trich
man belongs, (1) To all, who depend upon
many years of life, and do not habitually pre-
pare for death. (2) To all, whether rich or

poor,
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poor, who are not rich towards God: (3) Efpe-
cially to thofe, who, though they have not the
conveniences, and hardly the neceflaries of life,
will yet trample on the riches of divine grace
and heavenly glory. If the rick worldling was
a fool in God’s efteem, how doubly foolifth are
the goor, to whom the gofpel is preached in
vain ¥

Ye foolifh virgins, ye flumbering fouls, awake
—1rife—trim your lamps. Be wife to falvation;
be as anxious about your efernal, as he was for
his temporal profperity. Pull down, not your
barns, but your Egs. Build not larger houfes,
but the houle, that will fland, when death beats
upon you with all its ftorms: And never fay to
your foul, Soul, tate thine eafe, until you have
an habitation, not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens,

Ye, who are wife virgins, and who are pre
paring to meet the Bridegroom, apply to your
fouls, but in a better fenfe, the words, that the
rich fool fpake to his foul, Eat, drink, and be
merry. Feed upon the fleih of Chrift, and drink
his blood ; that is, believe the gofpel of Jefus,
Jirmly believe that, by his crofs, he redeemed
you from fin, death, hell, and thé grave; and
throu%; faith in him you will be able s rejoice
#n the Lord, with unfpeakable joy, and to ante-
date your heaven.

I befeech thee, awakened finner, who trem.
bicft at death and judgment, to come, by the
prayer of faith, to the Prince of life, that,
through the value of his death, he may take
away the fling of death, fin, from thy hearte -
Steadfaftly befieve thefe comfortable words of

| Na St. Paul, #*
’ cr

iy
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St. Paul, He tafled death for every mam, that he,
through death, might deftroy him, that hath. the .
of deatk, that is the devil, and deliver #hem, who,
through fear of death, were dll their life fubjed to
bondage.* If you heartily credit this bleffed re-
port, you will find your fears of death changed
into longings after it; and, with your dying
breath, you will be able, thro’ mercy, ta chal-
len elth(e) dhin ?:ht:rror:; and?to Ofay with ’::hc
apoftle, O death, e is thy fin grave, where
is thy victory® Thanks be to g:?. who giveth us the

xidory, through oxr Lord Jefus Ghrifis

‘b, i, g, 14 150
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The Teft of a New Creature,

OR

Heads of Examination for adult Chriflians,

Examine yourfelves, whether ye be in the faith,
2. Cor, xiils 5

WHATEVER is the flate of one wholly re~.

newed, muft be, in a lefs degree, the flate
of all, who are born from above: and whatever
is the fruit of perfe& holmnefs, to walk by the
fame rule muft be the way to obtain the fame
falvation. The image of God is one, grace is
the fame, and to be in Chrift is to believe, and
have the fellowthip of his Spirit. '

Regeneration differs only in degrees of
firength and foundnefs, In our early juftifica=
tion the divine life is comparatively fmall, and
mixed with fin; but when perfeétly renewed,
we are ftrong and every part pure, holding, b
faith, that falvation, which makes us one with
the Son of God.

The law given in our firft ftate, and the law
required by the gofpel, the covenant of works,
" and the covenant of faith, are different. Whata
ever we fee in the example. of Jefus, and what-
ever he promifes to beftow on his followers, are
unqueftionable privileges of gofpel falvation,
Neither is the whole of this {Elvation, of our
juftification, or of our renewal after the image
of God finifhed, till the refurre&ion, when we

Nn 2 . fhall

N

2
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fhall fee him as he is, and beholding him face
to face, his name fhall be written on our fore-
heads. Nor can we ever have, fo much of the
likenefs of God, as to be incapable of more;
but rather the more we obtain of his image and
favour, the more we arc fitted to receive for
ever and ever,

Heads of Examination,

I
Do I feel an{ pride; or am T a partaker of
the meek and lowly mind, that was in Jefus?
Am I dead to all defire of praife? If any de-
fpife me, do I like them the worfe for it? or if
they love and approve me, do I love them more
on that account? Am I willing to be accounted
ufelefs, and of no confequence—glad to b¢
made of no reputation? Do humiliations give
gne real pleafure, and is it the language of my
eart,

Make me little, and unknown,
Lov'd and priz'd by God alone?

IL.
Does God bear witnefs in my heart that it is
purified—that, in all things, I pleafe him ?
I[Io . ‘
Is the life I live, by the faith of the Son of God;
fo that Chrift dwelleth in me? Is Chrift the life
of all my affetions and defigns, as my foul i
the life of my body? 1Is my eye fingle, and my
foul full of light,~all eye within and without—
always watchtul ?
- 1V. Have
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o IV. -

Have I always thé prefence of God? Does-
no cloud come between God, and the eye of
my faith? Can I rejoice evermore, pray without
cedfing, and in every thing give thanks.?

V.

Am I faved from the feaf of man? Do F
fpeak plainly to all, neither fearing their frowns,.
nor feeking their favours? Have I no. thame:
of religion; and am I always ready to confefs
Chrift, to fuffer with his people, and to die for
his fake ? K :

VI.

Do I deny myfelf at all times, and take up
my crofs as the bpirit of God leads me? Do I
embrace the crois of every fort, being willing."
to-give up my eafe and convenience to oblige
others ;. or do I expe@® them to conform to my,
hours, - ways, and cuftoms? Does the crofs fit
light upon me, and am L willing- to fuffer alk
the will of God? Can I trample on pleafure:
and pain? Have I

A foul inur'd to pain,

To hardfhip, griefand lofs;
Bold to take up, firm to fuftain,,
The confecrated crofs ?

VIL.

Are my bodily fenfes, and outward things,.
all fan&ified to me? Do I not feek my own:
things, to pleafe myfelf? Do I feek grace:
more for God than: myfelf; prefersing thes”
glory of God to all in earth. or heaven,. the:

iver to the gift? 3 "
¢ & Nn 3. VIL
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VIII.

Am I poor in Spirit? Do I take pleafure in
infirmities, neceflities, diftreffes, reproaches; fo
that out of weaknefs, want, and danger, I mauy
cat myfelf on the Lord? Have I no falfe
fhame 1n approaching God? Do I feek to be -
faved, as a poor finner, by grace alone?

IX. :
Do I not lean to mK own underftanding?
Am I ready to give up the point, when contra-
diéted, unlefs confcience forbid, and am I eafy
to be perfuaded? Do I efteem every one bet-
than myfelf? Am I as willing to be a cypher,
as to be ufeful, and does my zeal burn bright,

notwithftanding this willingnefs to be notbing ?

X.

Have I no falfe wifdom, goodnefs, ftrength ;
as if the grace I feel were my own? Do I never
take that glory to mylelf, which belongs to
€hrit? Do I teel my want of Chrift, as much
as ever, to be my all; and do I draw near to
God, as poor and needy, only prefenting before
kim his well beloved Son? Can I fay,

Every moment Lord I need

The merit of thy death?

Still I'll hang upon my God,

Till I thy perfe& glory fee, .
Till the tprinkling of thy blood
Shall fpeak me up to thee?

Do 1 find joy in being thus nothing, empty

undefetving, giving all the glory to Chrift:’ or

- do I 'wifh, that grace made me fomething, infiead
of God all?

XI, Have
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XI.

Have I mecknefs? Does it bear rule over
all my tempers, affeGtions, and defires; fo that
my hopes, fears, joy, zeal, love, and hatred, are
duly balanced? Do I feel no difturbance from
others, and do I defire to give none? If any
" offend me, do I ftill love them, and make it ant
occafion to pray for them? If condemned by
the world, do I intreat;—if condemned by the
godly, am I one, in whofe mouth there is no
reproof; replying only as confcience, and not
as impatient nature diftates? If in the wrong,
do I confefs it? if in the right, do I fubmit
{bein content) to do well, and fuffer for it?

t is the fin of fuperiors to be overbearing, of
inferiors to be ftubborn; if, then, I am a fer-
vant, do I yield not only to the gentle, but to
the frowarc{ ; committing my caule in filence to
God: or if a mafter, do I fhew all long fuffer-
ing? The Lord of all was, as he that ferveth:
if I am the greateft, do I make myfelf leafi, and
the fervant of all; if a teacher, am I lowly,
meek, patient, not conceited, felf-willed, nor
dogmatick? Am I ready to give up the claims
~ of refpe& due to age,—ﬁat;on,—-jnrent,—ma-_
fter &c; or do I rigidly exa&t thofe demands?

xII. ‘ -

Do I poflefs refignation: am I content with -
whatever is, or may be; feeing that God, the
Author of all events, does, and will do, all for
my good? -*Do I defire nothing but God, wil-
linﬁ to part with all, if the Lord manifeft his
will for my fo doing? Do I know how to a-
bound, and yet not gratify unneceflary wanbts;
ut
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but being content with. things needful, do I
faithfully and freely difpofe of all the reft for
the help of others? Do I know, how to fuffer
need: is my confidence in God unfhaken, while
I feel the diftrefs of poverty, and have the prof-
pe&t of future want, while, humanly fpeaking,
irangling were better than life: and, in thefe
circumftances, do I pity thofe, who having plen-
ty wafte it in éxcefs, inftead of helping meg

X111,

. AmI juft; doing in all things, as I would

others fhould do unto me? Do I retidet due
homage to thofe above me, not prefuming on
their lenity and condefcenfion? As a fuperior,
do I exercife no undue authority, taking no
advantage of the timidity, refpe&, or neceflity of
any maii? Do I corfider the great obligation
fuperiority lays me under, of bein% lowly and
kind, and of letting a good example

XIV.
Am 1 temperate, ufing the world, and not
abufing it ? I receive outward things in the

order of God, making earth a fcale to heaven ?
Is the fatisfattion I take in the creation confift-
ent with my being dead to all below, and 2
means of leading me more to God? Is the
turn of my mind and temper in due fubjeétion,
not leadifg me to any extreme, either of too
mich filence, or of too much talkativenefs, of
referve or freedom?
Xv. _ _

Am I courteous, not fevere; fuiting myfelf
to all with {weetnefs; ftriving to. give no one

: . - pain,
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pain, but to gain and win all for their good?

XVIL. :
Am I vigilant; redeeming time, taking every,
opportunity of doing good; or do I {pare my-"
felf, being carelefs about the fouls ard bodies
to which I might do good? Can I do no more
than I do? Do I perform the moft fervile offices,,
fuch as require labour and humiliation, with
cheerfulnefs? Is my converfation always fea-
foned with falt, at every time adminiftering
fome kind of favour to thofe I am with ¢

) . XVIIL ,

Do I love God with all my heart? Do I.
conftantly prefent myfelf, my time, fubfiance,,
talents, and all that I have, a living facrifice?
Is every thought brought into fubje&ion to
€hrift? Do I like, or diilike, only fuch things
as are pleafing, or difpleafing, to God? )

XVIII.

Do I love God with all my ftrength, ahd are
my f{piritual faculties always vigorous? Do I
give way to no finful langour? Am I always
on my watch? Do not bufinefs, worldly care,
and converfation, damp my fervour and zeal
for God ?

i

Do I love Hhios
ove my neighbour as myfelf ;—
man for Chrift’sy fakeg and honou¥ all mgx‘:rag
the image of God? Do I think no evil, liften
to no groundlefs furmifes, nor Judge from ap.
earances? Can I bridle my tongue, never
Ipeaking of the fault of another, but with a
view
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view to do ; and when I am obliged to do
it, have I the teftimony, that I fin not? Have
I that love, which hopeth, believeth, and endur-
€th all things?

XX.
How am I in my flcep? If Satan prefents
anz evil imagination, does my will immediately
rehift, or give way to it?

XXI,

Do I besr the infirmities of age or ficknels
without feeking to repair the decays of nature
by ftrong liquors; or do I make Chrift my fole
fupport, cafting the burden of a fecblé body
into the arms of his mercy?

Many confider that perfe&t love, which ¢aft4
eth out fear, as inftantaneous: all grace is fo;
but what is given in a moment, is enlarg
and eftablifhed by diligence and fidelity. That
which 'Is infténtaneous in its defcent, is per-
fe&ive in its increafes

This is eértain—too much grace cannot be
defired or looked for; and to believe 2
obey with 21l the powet we have, is the high
way to receive all we have not. ‘There is 3
~ day. of Pentecoft for believers, a time, when
the Holy Ghoft defcends’ abundantly, Happy
they, who receive moft of this perfe@t love,
and of that eﬂablilbin% race,, which. may
preferve them from fuc %alls and decays 3
they were before liable to.

Jefusy
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Jefus, Lord of all, grant thy pureft gifts
to every waiting difciple, Enlighten us with
the knowledge of thy will, and fhew us the
mark of the prize of our high calling. Let us
die to all thou art not; and feek thee with our
whole heart, till we enjoy the fulnefs of the
purchafed Poffefions Amen!

THE END.
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