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R E F A C E

"' E firft piece of this Check was defigned
‘.1 a preface to the Difcourfe that follows
- fwelled far beyond my intention, I pre-
. Reader under the name of 4» &ifforical
" makes way for the trafts that follow.
:cipec to the Difeourse, I muft mention

+ me to publith it.- In 1771 I faw the
2alled the Minates. Their author invited
“wu the avkole affair.” 1 did fo ; and foon
- had ¢ leaned too much towards Calvi-
7, after mature confideration, appeared
t0 coincide with fpeculative antinomia-
e fame year I publicly acknowledged
".vfe words ¢ . : )

~<c {prings this almoft general antino-

* var congregations ? Shall [ conceal the
< it fefters in my own breaft ? Shall I be
2 ¢ in the name of Him, who is no re-

- cifons, | will confefs My fin, and that
my brethren, 8¢, ~ Is not the antino-

earers fomented by'that of preachers?

- become s to take the greateft:part of
5con ourfelwes, -according to ‘the old

srict like people 2 Is it furprifing that
thould have an antinomian audience ?
make or keep it fo? When did we

: a praftical fermon, as that of our Lord
.t? or write fuch clo/z letters, as the

. John 2> Second Check, p. 64, and
«f the paragraph, .
! thus openly confeffed, that I was in-
“1ilt of many of my brethren, and that
A towards. peculative, as not to have
‘and againft prafical antinomianifm ;
- thoughe, that one of my moft f(:lrngi-
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Zelotes and Honeftus reconciled :
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The Second Part of an Equal Check to Pharifaifm
and Antinomianifm :
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to the
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§i non eft Dei gratia, quomodo falvat mundum ? Si non eft liberum
arbitrium, quomodo judicat mundum, Aug: Ep. 46.
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P R E F A C E.

L T H E firft piece of this Check was defigned
for a preface to the Difcourfe that follows
it; but as it {fwelled far beyond my intention, I pre-
fent it to the Reader under the name of An kifforical
Effay ; which makes way for the trafts that follow.
I[. With refpe& to the Difzourfe, I muft mention
what engages me to publifh it. In 1771 I faw the
propofitions called the Minutzes. Their author invited
me to ¢ rewiew the avkole affair.” I did fo ; and foon
found, that I had ¢ leaned too much towards Calvi-
nifm, ” which, after mature confideration, aPpeared
to me exa&tly to coincide with fpecw/ative antinomia-
nifm ; and the fame year I publicly acknowledged

-my error in thefe words : :

¢s But whence fprings this almoft general antino-
mianifm of our congregations ? Shall [ conceal the
fore becaufe it fefters in 7y own breaft ? Shall I be
partial ? No : in the name of Him, who is no re-
{petter of perfons, | will corifefls My fin, and that
of many of my brethren, &c, — Is not the antino-
mianifm of hearers fomented by that of preachers?
Does it not become s to take the greateft.part of
the blame upon ourfelves, according to 'tge old
adage, Like prieft like people ? Is it {urprifing that
fome of us fhould have an antinomian aundience ?
Do awe not make or keep it fo? When did e
preach fuch a pra&ical fermon, a. that of our Lord
on the mount? or write fuch clgfe letters. as the
epittles of St, John 7> Second Check, p. 64, and
65, to the end of the paragraph, - :

When 1 had thus openly confefled, that I was in-
volved in the guilt of many of my brethren, and that
I had fo leaned towards. jpeculative, as not to have
made a proper ftand againft praiical antinomianifm ;
who could have thought, that one of my moft formi-
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iv PREF¥ AC E

dabic-oppenents- would have.attempted to fcreen his
miftakes, behind fome paiflages of a manufcript fer-
mon, which ] preached twelve.years ago; and of
which, by fomd means or other, he hasgot a copy ?

I am very far however from recanting that old dif-
courfe. I 4hll think, the doftrine it contains excellent
in the nain, asd-very proper o be enforced [tho’ in a
mone Lgnmidod'maqnerf in a congregation of hearers
violently prejudiced againt she firlt pofpel-axiom.
Thercfore, oixt of ;egard for the grand, kadiag truth
of chriftinnity, asd .in-compliance with Ms. H—il's
earneft intreaty, [Fin. Stroke, p. 45,] 1 fead my fermon
into the world, upon the following reaflonable condi-
tions : (1) That I thall be allowed to publith it, as [
preached it a‘yéar ago in'my church ; namely, with
additions in bracketi, to make it st once 8 fuller check
to pharifaifm, and a finifhing check toantinomianifm ; -
(2) That the. largef addition fhall be in. faveur of
Sree grace : (3) That no body fhall accufe me of for-
gery, for thus adding my prefent light to that whiehI
had fornrerly ; and for thus bringing out of my little

. treafure of experience things neav and old : (4) That

the prefs fhall not groan with the charge of difnge-
aziry, if I throw. into notes fome unguarded expref-
fians, ‘which 1 formerly ufed without fcruple, and
which my more enlightened confeience does not fuf-

fer ‘mg to .ufe atrprefent: (5) That my oppanent’s

«call 201 print my fermon, &ill procure me the pardon
of the public, for prefenting them with a plain, b/umt
difcourfe, compofed for an audience chiefly made up
of colliers and ruftics : And lattly, that as I underftand
englifh a little etter than I did twelve years ago, 1
thall be perinitted to redify a few freach idioms,
-which I find in my old manufcript ; and toronnec? my
thoughts a little more like an Englifhmaa, where I can
do it without the leéaft mifreprefentation of the fenfe,
If thefe conditions appear uanreafonable to thofe,

who will have heaven itfelf without any condition, I
abolith the di@inttion between my old fermon, and
the additions that-guard or firengthen it ; and refer-

. Fing
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PR EF ACEL v

*ing the reader to-the title page, I publifh my difcourfe
on Rom. xt. 5, 6, as a guarded{ermon, defivered s
my churclr on Sunday April the 18th, &c. 1773, ex-
aétly efeven 4 years after I had preached upon the
fame texe a fermon ufeful upon the whole, but in
foe places vnguarded, and deficient with refpe&t
to the wariety of arguments and motives, by which
the capiral doftrines of free grace and gofpel sbedienie
ought to be enforeed. ’

H{. With regard to the Sorirrerat Bssay upon
the rewardablenefs, or evangelieal worthinefs of worksy
1 fhall juft obferve, that it attacks the grand miftake of
the Solifidians, countenanced by three or foar words
of my old fermon. I pour a flood of fcriptures upoa
ir; and after reeeiving-the fire of my objedor, I: re-
furn it in a variety of feriptural and rational an{wers,
sbout the folidity of which the public muft decide.

1V. The Bssa¥ on Fruts will, I hope, reconcile
Jjudicious moralifts to the doétrine of falvatlon &y faith,
and corfiderate folifidians to the dofirine of falvation
&y the aworks of faith ; reafon and fcripeure concarr-
ing to fhowi the conflant depeadance of works upon
faith ; and the wonderful agreement of the do&rine
of prefent-falvation by *RUE fairk, with the do&rine
of cternal falvation by coop awerks. -

- ¥ Bope; that | do not diflent, in my obfervations
upon faith, cither froms our Church, orapproved gofe
pel-minifters. In their highe/? definitions of that grace,
they confider it only according to the folnefs of the
chriffian difpenfation ; but my fubjedt has obliged me
to confider it alfo according to the difpenfations of
john the Baptift, Mofes, and Noah. Believers, under
thefe inferior difpenfations, have not always gfwrance ;
nor is the affurance they foractimes hiave {o bright as
that of adult chriftians, Mat. xi. 1¥. But undoabted.
ly affurance is infeparably eonneéfled with thie faith of
the chrifian difpenfation, which was not.fillj opened,

N

+ My old fermon was preached on 'Sund’ay*'A'prfl:;Q'; 1762, and not
: -1764, as Mr, H. thro’ fome miftake informs the public.



vi PRETFACE

till Chrift opened 4is glorious baptifm on the day of
pentecoft, and till his fpiritual kingdom was fet up
with power in the heart of his people. No body there-
fore can truly believe, according to 14is difpenfation,
without being immediately conicious both of the for-
givenefs of fins, and of peace and joy in the Holy
- Ghoft. This is amoft important truth, derided indeed
by fallen churchmen, and denied by Laodicean Dif-
fenters ; but of late years glorioufly revived by Mr,
Wefley and the minifters conne&ed with him : — A
truth this, which .cannot be too ftrongly, and yet too
warily infifted upon in our lukewarm and fpeculative
age: And as I would not obfcure it for the world, I
particularly intreat the reader to mind the laft erra-
sum 5 without omitting the laft but one, which guards
the do@rine of jnitial falvation by abfolute fics grace.

I do not defire to provoke my able Opponents ; bat
I muft own, I fhould be glad to reap the benefit of
my Checks, either by finding an increafe of religious
fobriety and mutual forbearance among thofe, who
make a peculiar profefion of faith in Chrift; or by
feeing my miftakes [ if I am miftaken ] brought to
light, that 1 might no longer recommend them as
gofpel-truths. With this view only, I humbly intreat
my brethren and fathers in the church, to point out
by feripture or argument the do&rinal errors, that ma
have crept into the Egual Check. But if, upon clofe
examination, they fhould find, that it holds forth the
two gofpel-axioms in due conjun&ion, and marks out
the cvangekical mean with friét impartiality ; I hope,
the moderate and judicious, in the Calviniftic and
anti-Calviniftic party, will fo far unite upon this plan,
as to keep on terms of reciprocal toleration, and bro-
therly kindnefs together ; rifing with redogb_led in-
dignation, not one againft another, but againit thofe
peits of the religious world, prejudice and éigotry, the
genuine parents of implacable fanatici{m, and bloody
perfecution,

Madeley, May 21, 3774+ cox
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AN
HISTORICAL ESSAY

Upon the importance and harmony of the tavo go/pel-

precepts, Believe and Obey 5 and upon the'fatal con-

" feqaences that flow from parting Faith-and Works:

W'H EN the gofpel is confidered as oppofed to
the error of the ‘Pharifees, and that of the
antinomians, it may be fummed up in the two fol-
lowing propofitions : (1) In- the'day of converfion, we
are- faved’ freely as. finners [i. e. made freely par-
takers of the priviledges that belong to oar gofpel
difpenf{ation in the church: militantﬁ thro’ the me-
rits of Chrift, and by the inffrumentality of a living
faith. (2) In the: day of judgment we f{liall be- faved
freely as faints, [i. c. made freely partakers of the
priviledges: of our-gofpel difpenfition  in the church
triumphant] thro’ the merits of Chrift, and by the
evidence of evangelical works. Whence it follows :
(1) that nothing can abfolutely hinder our juftifica-
tion-in a gofpel day, but the want of true faith ; and
(2) that nothing will abfolately hinder our juftifica-
tion in the day of judgment, bat the want of good
works. If I am not miftaken, all the evangelical
do&rine of faith and works turns upon thofe pro-~
politions. They exallly anfwer to the grand direc-
tions of the gofpel. Wilt thou enter into Chrift’s
fheepfold? Bélieve. — Wilt thou. ftay there ? Beliewe
and obey. — Wilt thou be numbered:among his fheep:
1n- the great day ? Eadure unto the ewd: Continue in
avell doing : that is, Perfevere in faith and obedience.

To:beliewe then-and obey, or as Solomon exprefles
it, To fear God and keep his commandments, is the whole
duty of man. 'Therefore a profeflor of the faith with-
out genuine obedicnce, and a pretender to obedience
- . B without
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without genuine faith, equally mifs their aim'; while
a friend to faith and works put in their proper place,
a pofleffor of the faith which avorks by love, hits the
gofpel mark, and fo runs as to obtain the prize: for
the fame true azd faithful Witnefs {poke the two fol-
lowing, and equally -exprefs declarations. He that
BELIEVETH on the Son hath everlafiing life; and he that
BELIBVETH NOT the Son fhall not fee life 5 but the awrath
of God abideth on kim, John iii. 36. And, The hour is
coming, in the whick all that are in the graves fhall come
Jorth, they that have DONE GOOD, unto the refurrection
of life 5 and they that' have DONE 5viL, unto the refur-
refiion of condemnation. John v. 29. )

See that fculler upon yonder river. The unwea-
ried diligence and watchful fkill, with which he
plies his two oars, points out to us the work and
wifdom of an experienced divine. What an even,
gentle {pring does the mutual effort of his oars give
to his boat! Obferve him : his right hand never refts,
but when the fiream carries him too much to the left:
he flacks not his left hand, unlefs he is gone too much
to the right ; nor has he fooner recovered a juft me-
dium, than he ufes both oars again with mutual har-
mony. Suppofe that for a_conftancy he employed
but one, no matter which, what would be the confe-
quence ! He would only move in a circle; and if
peither wind nor tide carried him along, after an
bard day’s work he would find himfelf 1n the very
fpot, where he began his idle toil.

This illuftration needs very little explaining: [
fhall juft obferve that the antinomian is like a fculler,
who ufes only his right-hand car; and the pharifee,
like him who plies only the oar in his left hand. One
makes an endlefs buftle about grace and faith, the
other about ¢larity and quords ; but both, after all,
find themfelves exatly in the fame cafe; with this
{ingie difference, that one bas turned frem truth to
the right, and the other to the left.

Not fo the judicious, unbjafled preacher, who will
fafely enter the haven of eternal reft, for which he
and his hearers are hound. He makes an equal uﬁ;
0
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of the do&trine of fzith and that of aworks. If at any
time he infits moft upon faitk, it is only when the
flream carries his congregation upon the pharifaic
fhallows on the left hand : And if he lays a prepon-
derating ftrefs upon avorts, it is only when he fees
unwary fouls fucked into the antinomian whirlpool
on the right hand. His fkill confifts in fo avoiding
one danger as not to run upon the other. v

Nor ought this watchful wifdom to be confined to
minifters : for tho’ all are not called to dire¢t congre-
gations ; yeu all moral agents are, and always were,
more or lefs called to dire&t themfelves, that is, to
occupy till the Lord comes, by making a proper ufe of
their zalents according to the parable, Mat. xxv. 15, to
31. God gave to angels and man ¢ remigium alarum,”
the two oars, or i? you pleafe, the equal wings of
- faith and obedience ; charging them to ufe thofe
grand powers, according to their original wifdom and
enlightened confcience.” Or, to {peak without me-
taphor, he created them in fuch a manner, that they
believed it their duty, intereit, and glory, to obey him
without referve ; and this faitk was naturally produc-
tive of an univerfal, delightful, perfett odedience. Nor
would they ever have been wanting in prafice, if they
had not firft wavered in principle.  But when Lucifer
had unaccountably perfuaded himfelf, in part at leaft,
cither that obedience was mean, or that rebellion
would be advantageous ; and when the crafty Tempter
had made our firft parents believe in part, that if they
ate of the forbidden fruit, far from dying they fhould
be as God himfelf ; how poflible, how eafy was it for
them to ventuare upon an aé of rebellion 1—By rafhly
playing with the Serpent, and fucking in the venom
of his crafty infinuations, they foon gave their fzith a
wilful wound, and their obedience naturally died of it:
But alas! it did not die unrevenged ; for no fooner
bad fainting faith given birth to a dead work, than
the was dettroyed by her fpurious offspring. Thus
Faith and Obedience, that couple more lovely than
David and his friend, more infeparable than Saul

Bz and
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zind Jonathan, in their death were not divided. They
even met with a commeon grave, the-carrups atrocious
breaft of a rebellious angel, or of apoftate man.

Nor does St. James give us a lefs melancholy ac-
count of this fatal event. While faith flumbered,
duft conceived, and brought forth fin, and fin finifhed,
braught forth death, the death of faith, and confe-
quently. the moral death of angelic {pirits and human
ouls, who equally live by faith + during theirftate of
probation. So fell Lucifer from heaven, to rule and
-rage in the darknefs of this world : So fell Adam from
paradife, to toil and die in this vale of tears: So fell
Judas from aa apoftolic throne, to hang himf{elf and
20 to his own place.

Nor can we rife but in a way parallel to that by
which they fell. For, as a difbelief of our CreaToOR,
produftive of bad works, funk our firft parents; foa
Jaith in aur REneEemer, prodn&ive of goed worts,

.mutt infirumentally raife their fallen pofterity. _

Should you afk, which is moft neceflary to falva-
sion, fuith or svorks ; I beg leave to propofe a firailar
queftion, ‘Which is moft effential to breathing, in/ps-
ration or expiration ? If you reply, that ¢¢ The.moment
either is abfolutely at an end, fo is the other; and
therefore both are equally important 5*’ 1 geturn ex-
ally the fame anfwer. If humble faith receives the
breath of fpiritual life ; obedient love gratefully returns
it, and makes way for a frefh fupply: when it'does
wat, the {pirit is grisved ; and if this want of ce-ope-

ration

" 4 Faith in God as Creator, Lawgiver, and Fudze, was not lefs
neceflary to Lucifer and Adam in order to their ftanding in a ftate of
innocence, than Faith in God as Redeemer, Saniifier, and Recvard:r
of them that diligently feek him, is neceffary to finners, in order to
their recovery from a ftate of guilt 3 or to beffewers in order to avoid
relapfes and final apoftafy. Faith therefore, fo far as it implies an
unfhaken confidence in God, and a firm adherence to his will, is
as eternal as love and obedience, B;: when it is cenfidered as the
fubflance of things boped for, and the evidence of thirgs mot feem, which
{rﬁﬁ eﬂ'eni{al ::'gdpe:gesfof a believer’s faithf;n thx;s prel{nt ftate of
things, it is evident that it will neceflarily end in fight, as foon as the
curtain of time is drawn up ; and terminate in cnjoyment, as foon s
God’s glory appears without a veil,
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ration is perfifted in to the end of the day of /alvation,
the fin unto death is committed, the fpirit is guenched
in his faving operation, the apoftate dies the fecond
death, and his corrupt foul is caft into the bottomlefs
pit, as a putrid corpfe into the noifome grave. - :

Again, if faith has the advantage aover works by

iving them birth, works have the advantage over

' %aith by perfe&ing it. Sezf? thou, fays St. James, {peak-
ing of the Father of the faithful, Aoaw faith avrought
awith his works, and by works was faith made perfett ?
And if St. Paul affirms, that awerés without faith are
dead, St. James maintains, that faith avithout avorks 75
dead alfo.

Once more, Chrift is always the primary, original,
properly-meritorious caufe of our juftification and fal-
vation, To difpute it is to renounce the faith, and
to plead for antichrift. And yet, to deny, that, under
this primary caufe, there are fecondary, fubordinate,
inftrumental caofes of our juftification, and confe-
aucntly of our falvation, is to fet the bible afide, and °

y in the face of judicious Calvinifts, who cannot
help maintaining it, both from the pulpit and from
the prefs. + Now if in the day of our converfion

B3 Saith

+ The Rev, Mr. Madan does not fcruple to call our fuith ¢ the
¢ infirumental c AuSE™ of our juftification. See his fermon on James
ii. 24, printed by Fuller, London, 1761, page 1. And if we fhall
be juftified in the day of judgment BY our awsrds, they fhall un-
doubtedly be at leaft an ewidencirg cAusE of our final juftification,
Hence it is that the fame jud cious divine fpeaks [p. 30, 1. 4, &¢.
of our being ¢ juftified in,this thieefold fenfe of the word, 'mn'tprfaujl}
* by Chrift, inflrumentally by faith, and declaratively by avorks, which
¢ are the fruits of faith.”’

The 1eader will permit me to illuftrate the effential difference there
is between primary and fecondary caufes, by the manner in which
David became Saul’s fon-in-law. The primary caufes of this event
wete undoubtedly, on God’s part, 2ffifting power and wifdom ; and
o King Saul’s part, a fiee promife of giving his daughter in marriage
to the man, who fhould kill Goliah, The jgcandary caufes [according
tothe Rev, Mr. Madan’s plan] may be divided into infirumental and
declarative. The infirumental caufes of David’s honourabls ‘match,
were his faith, his fling, his ftone, Goliah’s fwerd, &c: And the
declaratrve or evidencing caufes, were his <vorks. He infifts upon fight-

iy
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itk is the. fecondary, fubordinate caufe of our acs
ceptance as penitent fimners ; in the day of judgment
aworks, even the works of faith, will be the fecandary
fubordinate cavle of our acceptance as perfeering
Jaints. Let us therefore equally decry dead faith and
dead works, equally recommend living faith and its
important fruits,

Hitherto 1 have ¢ndeavoured to check the rapid
progrefs of fpeculative antinomianifm, that perpe-
tually decries works, and centers in the following
paragraph, which prefents without difguife the doc-
trine of the abfolute, uaconditional perfeverance of
adulterous believers, and inceftuous faints.

Saving faith being immartal, can not only fubfift
without the help of good works; but no aggravated
«rimes ¢an give it a finithing ftroke. A believer may
in cool bload murder a man, after having feduced
his wife, without expofing bimfeif to the leaft real
danger of forfeiting either his heavenly inheritance,

- or the divine favour: becaufe his /azlvation, which is
Sinifhed in the full extent of the awerd, without any
of his good works, cannot poflibly be fruftrated by
any of his evil ones,

It will not be improper now to attempt a check
to pharifaifm, which perpetually oppofes faith, and
whofe deftruive errors collected in one pofition may

run

ing the giant, he rencunces carnal weapons, puts on the armour of
God, runs to meet his adverfary, flings a fortunate ftone, brivgs his
adverfary down, flies upon him, and cuts off his head. By #/xf: works
he was evidenced a perfon duly qualified to marry the princefs ; or, to
keep to the Rev. Mr. Madan’s expreflion, ““ 4y thefe ¢ aworks” he
was ¢ declaratively’ judged a man fit to be rewarded with the hand
of the princefs. Now is it not clear, that his wworks, upon the ez’
dence of which he received fuch a reward, had as important a part in
his obtaining it, as the faith and fling by whole inflrumentaiity he
wrought the works ? And is it not ftrange that the Rev. Mr. Madan
fliould be an crthodox divine, when he fays, that  ave are deciara-
tively julified by wworks,” and that Mr. Wefley fhould be a dreadful
herctick for faying, that we are faved not by the mcrit of works, but by
avorks as @ condition j or in other terms, that we are finaliy juftified

not by works as the primary, meritorious caufe ; but as a fecondary, cvi-

dencing, declaratioe caule ?
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run thus ¢ —If people perform external a&s of wor-
thip towards God, and of charity towards their neigh-
bour ; their principles 4 are good enough: and
thould they be faulty, thefe good works wiil make
ample amends for that deficiency. — Upon this com-
mon plan of do&rine, if the filthy fepulchre is but
whitewafthed, and the noifume grave adorsed with a
fowery turf, it little matters what is withia, whether
it be a dead man's bones, a dead heart fivelled with
pride, or all manner of corruption.

It is hard to fay, who do chrittianity moft differvice,
the folifidians, who affert that works are nothing be-
fore God ; or the pharifees, who maintain that certain
religious ceremonies, and external duties of morality
are the very foul of religion. O thou, true believer,
bear thy -teflimony againft both their errors; and
equally coatend for the tree and the fruit, the faith of
St. Paul and the works of St. James ; remembring that
if ever the gates of hell prevail againft thee, it will
be by making thee over-value faith and defpile good
works, or over-rate works and flight precious faith.

The world, I grant, is full of Gallios, eafy or bufy
men, who feldom trouble themfelves about faith or
works, law or gofpel. Their latitudinarian princi-
ples perfe@tly agree with their loofe conduét : and it
their volatile minds are fixed, it is only by a fteady
adherence to fuch commandments as thefe : ¢ Be not
righteous over much : — Get and {fpend : — Marry or
be given in marriage : — Eat and drink : — Lie down
to l’lzcep and rife up to play : — Care neither for hea-
vea nor hell ; — Mind all of earth bat the awful fpot
allotted thee for a grawvé : &c.”” However, while taey
punttually obferve this decalogue, their confcience
. 15

4 The ingenions author of a new book, called Effiys on public
worfbip, patristifm, &c : does not fcruple to fend fuch an exhortation
abroad into the world. ¢ Let us fubftitute honeity inficad of fuith.
¢ It is the only foundation of a moral character, and it ought to be
¢ the only teft of our religion. It fhould not fignify what, or how
¢ little a man believed, if he was hcneft, This would put

¢ chriftianity upon the beft footing.”® Sec the Montbly Revizw for
March 3773. - ’ :
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is fometimes awakened to a fenfe of corroding guile,
commonly called uneafinefs, or low fpirits: and if
they cannot fhake it off by new fcenes of diffipation,
new plunges into fenfoal gratifications, new fchemes
of hurrying bufinefs ; if a religions concern faftens
upon their breatts, the Tempter delades them, by

making his falfe coin pafls for the gold tried in the fire. -

If his dupes will have fzitk, he makes them take up
with that of the antinomians. If they are for aworks,
he recommends to them thofe of the fe/f-righteous.
And if fome feem cut out to be brands in the church ;
fiery, perfecuting, implacable zealots ; he gives them
a degree in the univerfity of Babel : One is a Batcke-
lor'of the {cience of fophiftry, an other a Maffer of the
liberal art of calumny, and a third a Doffor i human,
or diabolical diwinity : But if all thefe graduates have
not as much faith as Simon Magus, or as many works
as the conceited pharifee ; yet they may have as much
zeal for the church as the bigot, wiho fet out from
Jerufalem for Damafcus in purfuit of heretics. They
may fometimes purfue thofe, who diflent from them,
even unto firange cities. .

Has not the world always fwarmed with thofe de-
votees, who, blindly following after faith wichout
Joving obedience, or after obedience without loving
faith, have made hawock of the church, and driven
myriads of worldly men to a fettled contempt of god-
linefs : while a few, by equally ftanding up for true
faith and univerfal obedience, have alone kept up
the honour of religion in the world ? Take a general
view of the church, and you will fee this obfervation
confirmed by a variety of black, bright, and mixt
charaéters.

The firlt man born of 2 woman, is a ftriking pic-
ture of perverted mankind He is at once a fullen
. pharifee, and a grofs antinomian : he facrifices to
God, and murders his brother. Abel, the illuftrious
type of converted finners, truly believes, and accepta-
bly facrifices. Faith and awors fhine in his life with
equal luftre ; and in his death-we fee what the godly

may
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may expect from the-impious church and the proas
world. Protomartyr for the dottrine of tAis check, he
falls the firft innacent viim to pharijaical pride and
antinomian fary. The fons of God mix with the daugh-
ters of men, dearn-their works, and make fhipavreck of the
faith.. Enoch neverthelefs truly éelieves in God, and
bumbly valés with him: Faith and aworks equally
adorn his charater. The world is foon fall of mifte-
Jief, and the earth of wiolence. Noah however believes
and works : he credits God’s word, and builds the
ark, This work condemns the aworld, and ke becomes
Feir of the righteoufnsfs-awhich is by Farru. . ,

‘Confider-Abraham ; fee how he believes and works !
God {peaks, and he leaves his houfe, his eftate, his
friends, and native country, His faith works by love ;
he expofes his life to recover his neighbour’s pro-
perty, he readily gives up to Lot his right of choice to
prevent a quarrel, he earaefily intercedes for Sodom,
he charitably hepes the belk of its wicked inhabi-
tants, he gladly eaterteins frangers, humbly wathes
their feet, -diligently iafiru@s his houfhold, and fub-
miflively offers up lfaac his faveurite fon, the child
©f his old age, the hope of his family, his own heir,
and that.of :God’s promife: &y thefe avorks his faith is
made perye?; and he deferves to be called the Father
of the faithful.

Mofes treads in his fteps : he believes, quits Pha-
raoh’s court, and fuffers afilition with the people of
God. Under his condutl the Ifraelites believe, obey,
and crofs the red fea with an high hand; but foon
after they murmur, rebel, and provoke divine ven-
geance. Thus the deftruétion, which they had avoid-
€d in Gofhen thro’ obedient faith, they meet in the wil-
dernefs thro’ the awords of wabelief,” Natute is up in
arms to punifh their backilidings. The peftilence,
the fword, earthquakes, fiery ferpeats, and fire from
heaven, combine to deftroy the ungrateful, antino-
mian apollates.

la
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In the days of Jothua, that eminent type of Chrit,
Jaith and avorks are happily reconciled; and whilt
they walk hand in hand, Ifracl is invincible, the
greateft difficulties are furmounted, and the land of
promife is conquered, divided, and enjoyed.

Under the next judges faith and works feldom meet;
but as often as they do, a deliverance is wrought in
Ifrael. Working believers carry all before them :
They can do all things thro® the Lord firengthening them :
‘They are little omnipotents : but if they fuffer the
antinomian Delilah to- cut off their locks, you may
apply to them the awful words of David (fpoken to
magiftrates, who forfake the way of righteoufnefs): 7

kave faid, Ye are Gods, and all of you are children of the -

moft High; -but ye fhall die like men, and fall like one of
the princes ; like Zimri or Corah, Dathan or Abiram.
The charaéter of Samuel, the laft of the judges, is
perfe®. From the cradle to the grave he delieves and
aworks ; he ferves God and his generation. His fons,
like thofe of Eli, halt in praétice, and their faith is
an abomination to God and man. David believes,
works, and kills the blafpheming Philitine. He
{lides into antinomian faith, wantonly feduces a
married woman, and perfidioufly kills an honeft
man. Solomon follows him in the narrow path of
working- faith, and in the broad way of fpeculative
and prattical antinomianifm. The works of the fon
correfpond with thofe of the father. Happy for him,
if the repentance of the idolatrous king, equalled that

of his adulterous parent ! v
In the days ofPE]ijah, the gates of hell feemed to
have prevailed againit the church. Queen Jezebel
had cut off the prophets of the Lord, and appointed 400
chaplains to his majefty king Ahab, who fhared the
dainties of the royal table, and therefore found it eafy
to demontftrate, that pleading for Baal was orthodoxy,
and profecuting honeft Naboth as a. blafphemer of God
and the king, was an inftance of true loyalty. But even
then all were not loft : Seven thoufand men fhevl;/e.d
their
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their faith by their works; they firmly believed in
Jehovah, and fteadily refufed bowing the knee to Baal,

In the days of Ifaiab and Jeremiah, wickednefs,
perfecation, and imaginary good works prevailed
under a fhow of zeal for the temple, and of regard
for the people of God. But even .then alfu, there .
was a Jmall remnant of believing and working fouls,
who fet fire to the ftubble of wickednefs during the
pious reigns of Hezekiah and Jofiah. -

Follow the chofen nation to Babylon. They all
profefs the faith ftill: but how few bclieve and work !
Some do however: and by their woré of faith and
patience of hope they quench the wiolence of the fire, and
Slop the mouths of lions : and what is more extraordi-
nary ftill, they ftrike with aftonithment a fierce tyrant,
a Nebuchadnezzar ; they fill with wonder a cowardly
king, a Darius: and difarming the former of his rage,
the latter of his fears, they {weetly force them both
to confefs the true God among their idolatrous cour-
tiers, and, throughout their immenfe dominions.

In the days of Herod the double delufion is at the
height, John the baptitt boldly bears his tefimony
againft it in the wildernefs, and our Lord upon the
mount, in the temple, and every where. But alas!
what is the coofequence? By detetting the antino-
mianifm of the pharifees, and the pharifaifm of anti-
nomians, he makes them defperate. The fpirit of
Cain rifes with tenfold fury againft an innocence fo
far fuperior to that of Abel, Pharifees and Herodj-
ans muft abfolutcly glut their malice with his blood.
He yields to their rage; and while he puts away fin
by the facrifice of himjelf, he condefcends to die a mar-
tyr for the right faith, and the true aworks : he feals
as a dying prie# the truth of the two gofpel axioms,
which he had fo often fealed as a living propler, and
continues to feal as an eternal Ml hjfedec.

The apoftles, by precept and example, powerfully
enforce their Lord’s doétrine and prallice. Their-
lives are true copies of their exhortations: Their
deepeft fermons arc only exa& defcriptions of their

. behaviour.
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behaviour, It is hard to fay which excite men moft
to believe and obey, their feraphic difcour/es or their
angelic conduft. Their laboers are crowned with
general fuccefs. Judaifm. and heathenifm are every
where ftruck at, and fall under the thunder of their
avords of faith, and the fhining power [might I not
fay the lightening] of their aorks of love.. Thus the
avorld is turned upfide doawn before faith-and works ;
the times of refrefhing coms from the prefence of the Lord;
and earth, curfed as it is, becomes a paradife.for obe-
dient believers.

Hell trembles at the revolution ; and before all is
loft, Satan haltens to transform himfelf into an-angel of
light. In that favourable difguife, he puts his ufval
firatagem in execution, againit the believing, work-
ing, and fuffering church. He inttills fpeculative
faith, pleads for relaxed manners, puts the badge of
contempt upon the daily crofs, and gets the immenfe
body of the Gnoftics and Laodiceans into. his {nare.
Sad and fure is the confequence. The genuine works
of faith' are neglefted: Idle works of men’s in-
vention are fubftituted for thofe of God's command-
ments. And fallen churchés, thro’ the. fmeorh way of
antinomianifm, return to- the-cowert way of phari-
faifm, or to the droad way of infidelity.

Such was the deplorable condition of the weftern.
church when Luther appeared. True faith was de-
throned by fuperftitious fancy : and- all the works of
the former were-well nigh choaked by the thorns that
fprang from the latter. The zealous reformer with
his fharp fcythe juitly cot them: down thro’ a- con-
irderable part of Germany, His terribly-fuccefsful
weapon, which had already done fome execation in

the Netherlands, France and {taly, might have reached -

Rome-itfelf, if the effe@ts of his unguarded preaching.
-had not dreadfully broke out around him-in the North,
There the balance of the evangelical precepts was
loft. Solifidians openly prevailed. Our Lord's fer-
‘mon upon the mount, and St. James’s epiftle, were
either explained away, or wifthed- out -of the bihle.
The
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The amiable, pra&icable law of Chrij? was perpetually
confounded with the terrible, impraQticable aw of in-
socence : and the avoidable penaldies, of the former,
were injudicioufly reprefented as one with the dread-
ful curfe of the latter, or with the abrogated ceremo-
nies of the Mofaic difpenfation. Then the law was
publicly wedded to the devil, and poor proteftant foli-
fidians were taught to bid equal defiance to both.

The effe® foon anfwered the caufe. Lawlefs be-
lievers, known under the name of Anabaptifts, arofe
in Germany. They fancied themfelves the dear, the
ele@ people of God ; they were  compleat in Chrift ;
their eletion was abfolutely made fure; all things
were theirs ; and they went about in religious mobs
to deliver people from lsgal bondage, and bring them
into ge/pe!-h‘&e?, which, in their opinion, was a li-
berty to defpife all laws divine and human, and to
do, every one, what was right in his own eyes. Lu-
ther was fhoeked and cried out; bat the mifchief was
done, and the reformation difgraced : nor did he per-
feveringly apply the proper remedy pointed out in
the minutes, falvation net by the merit of works, but
by the aorks of faith as a condition.

Neverthelefs he was wife enoagh to give up the
root of the mifchief in the Luthkeran articles of reli-
gion, prefented to the Emperor Charles the Vth at
Augfburg, whence they were called 1he Aug/burg-
confefffon. In the Xflth of thofe articles, which treats
of repentance, we find thefe remarkable words, ¢ We
teack touching repemtance, that thofe awho hawe finned
after baptifm, may obtarn the forpivens/s of their fins
AS OFTEN as they are converted,” &c. Again, ©“ We
condemn the Anabaptifis, who fay, that thofe who have
been once juftified can no mare loje the hoby jpirit.””

This doltrine clearly opened, ard fiequertly in-
forced, might have flopped the pro%refs of antinomi-
anifm. Butalas! Luther did not often infiit upon it,
and fometimes he feemed even to contradiét it. In
the mean time Calvin eame up; and tho’ [ muft do
him the juftice to acknowledge, that he feldom went

C -
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the ‘length of modern Calvinifts in fpeculative anti-

nomianiim, yet he made the matter worfe by advanc- -

ing many unguarded propofitions about abfolute de-
crees, and the neceflary, final perfeverance of back-
fliding believers.

This do&rine, which, together with its appendages,
fo nicely reconciles Baal and free Grace; a /Lrtle, or
[if the backflider is fo minded] a good dea/ of the
world, and heaven; this fleth- pleafing do&rine,
which flyly parts faith and avorks, while it decently
unites Chriff and Belia!, could not but be acceptable
to injudicious and carnal Proteftants : and to make it
pafs with others, it was pompoufly decorated with the
name of the dofirine of graee 5 and free grace-preachers,
as they called themfelves, infinuated that St. James’s
dotrine of Faith being dead withoyt aworks, was a
do@rine of wrath, an uncomfortable antichriftian
dotrine, which none but ¢ proud jufticiaries” and
rank papifts could maintain. Time would fail to
mention” all the books that were indirely written
againft it; or to relate all the abufe that was indi-
rectly thrown upon thefe two propofitions of St. Paul,
Whatfoever a man foweth that Jhall ke alfo reap, and
If ye liwe after the flefk ye fhall die.

Let it {uffice to obferve, that by thefe means the
hellith fower of antinomian tares prevailed. Thou-
fands of good men were carried away by the fiream,
And, what is more furprifing fill, not a few of the
wife and learned, favoured, embraced, and defended
the antinomian delufion.

Thus what Luther’s folifidian zeal had begun, and
what Calvin’s predeftinarian miftakes had carried on,
was readily completed by the fynod of Dort; and
the antjinomnianifm of many proteftants, was not lefs
. confirmed by that affembly of calviniftic divines ;
than the phaiifaifm of many papiits, had been beforg
by the council of Trent,

It is true that as fome good men in the church of
Rome, have boldly withftood pharifaical errors, and
;openlv pleaded for falvation by grase thro’ faith : fo

! fome
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fome good men in the protefflant churches have alio
fteadily refifted antinomian delufions and publicly
defended the doétrine of falvation, not by the proper
merit of works, but by the works of faith as a con-
dition. But alas! as the Popes of Rome crufhed, or
excommunicated the former, almoft as faft as they
arefe; fo have petty proteftant Popes blackened, or
filenced the latter. The true Quakers, from their firft
appearance, have made as firm a ftand againft the
Antinomians, as the Valdenfes againft the Papifts;
and it is well known that the Antinomians, who went
from England to America with many pious puri-
tans, whipt the Quakers, men and women, cut off
their ears, made againft them a law of banithment
upon pain of death, and upon that tyrannical law
hanged four of. their preachers, three men and one
woman + in the laft century, for preaching up the
chriftian perfeion of faith and obedience, and fo
ditturbing the peace of the ele®, who were at caft in
Sion, or rather in Babel.

I need not mention the title of Aereric, with which
that learned and good man Arminius is to this day
dignified, for having made a firm and nobé ftand
againft wanton Free Grace. The banifhment or de-
privation. of Grotius, Epifcopius, and other Datch
divioes, is no fecret. And it is well known that in -
Eongland Mr. Baxter, Mr. Welley, and Mr. Sellon are
to this day an abkorrence to all antinomian flefh.

I am forry to fay, that, all things confidered, thefe
good men have been treated with as much feverity by
proteftant antinomians ; as’ever Luther, Melanch-
ton and Calvin were by popith pharifees : The anti-
nomian and pharifaic {pirit run as much iato one, as
the two arms of a river that embraces an ifland : If
they divide for a time, it is only to meet again, and
encreafe their mutual rapidity. I beg leave to fpeak
my whole mind. It is equally clear from fcripture

Cz2 : . and

+ Their names were William Leddra, Marmaduke Stephenfons
William Robinfon, and Mary Dyer, See The bi/bg of the Quakers,.
by Sewell: and New England judged, by George Bithop, .
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and reafon, that we muft se/izve, in order to be faved
confiftently with God’s meicy; and that we muft odey,
in order to be faved confiftently with his Aoling/s.
Thefe propofitions are the immoveable bafis of the
two gofpel-axioms. Now if I reje& either of them,
1t little matters which, 1f I blow my brains oat,
what fignifies it, whether I do it by clapping the
mouth of a piftol to my right or 10 my lft temple ?
Error moves in a circle : extremes meet in one. A.
warm, popith pharifee, and a zealous, proteftant an-
tinomian, are nearer each other than they imagine.
The one will tell you, that by going to mafs and con<
feflion, he can get a freth abfolation from the priett
for any fin that he fhall commit: the other, whofe
~ miftake is ftill more pleafing to fleth and blood, af-
fures you that he has already got an eternal abfolu-
tion, fo that ¢ under every fiate and circomftance he

can poffibly be in, he is juftified from all things, his

fins are for ever and for ever cancell’d.”

Buc if they differ a little in the idea of their ima-.
ginary priviledges, they have the honour of agreeing.
in the main point. For, altho’ the one makes a greac
noife about f2ith and free grace, and the other about
acorks and irue charity, they exaltly meet in-narrow

grace and defpairing uncharitablenefs. The pharifee in:

Jerufalem afferts, that ¢ out of the Jewith church
there can be no falvation,” and his companions ia.

felf-ele@tion heartily fay amem! The pharifee o

Rome declares, that ** there is no falvatioo out .of
the apoftolic, Romith charch,” and all the catholic.
ele@t fer their feal to the anwchriftian deeree. And

the antiiomian in London infauates [for he is athamed

to fpeak quite out'in a proteftant country} that there
is no falvation out of the Calviniftic; predeftinarian
church. Hence, if you oppofe his principles in ever:
fo rational and feriptural a manner, he fuppofes that
you are ¢ quite dark,’”’ that all yoar holinels is ¢ /25>
made,” and all your ¢ righteoufne/s a cobweb fpun by a
poor Jpider oxt of its eavm bowels ; ” and if he allows
you a chance for your falvation, it is only upon a

. fuppofition,
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fuppofition, that you may yet repent of your oppo-
fition to his errors, and turn Calvinift before you die.
But might not an inquifitor be as charitable ? Might
he not hope that the poor heretic, whom he has
condemned to the flames, may yet be faved, if he
cordially kifles a crucifix, and fays dve Maria at
the ftake ? :

And now, candid reader, look around, and fee
what thefe feemingly oppofite errors have done for
Chrift’s church. Before the reformation, chriftendom
was overfpread with fuperftition and fanaticifm ; and
fince, with lukewarmnefs and infidelity. But let us
defcend to particulars. )

* What bas Phari/ai/m done for the church of Rome ?
It has publicly rent from her all the proteftant king-
doms, and fecretly turned againft her an innumerable
multitude of deifts: for while bigots continue ridi-
culous bigots ftill ; men of wit, headed by ingenious
infidels, continually pour undeferved contempt upon
chriftianity, thro’ the deferved wounds which they
ﬁive to popery. They reprefent Chrift’s rational and

umane religion as one of the worft in the world, ua-
juftly charging it with the perfecuting fpirit, and
horrible maflacres of thofe Catholics fo called, who
mangling the truth, and running away with one half
of the body of chriftian divinity, difgrace the whole
by childifh fooleries, and worfe than barbarian un-
charitablenefs.

And what does Plarifaifm for the proteftant
churches? So far as it prevails, fpreads it nor around
its fatal leaven, a general indifference about heart-
felt religion ? Turns it not the lively oracles of God
into a dead letter, the facraments into empty ceremo-
nies, the means of grace into rattles to quiet a guilty
confcience with, the precious blood of Chrift into a
common thing, his hallowed crofs into an inglorious
tree, external devotion into a cloak for fecret hypo-
crify ; and fome aéts of apparent benevolence into the
rounds of a ladder, the bottom of which reaches hell,

C3 and
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and behold fpiritual fiends [all manher of diabolical
tcmpe;s] are feen continuvally aftinding and defeending
on it )

Does it not incline us to defpife thofe who are
eminently pioas, as if they were out of their fenfes ;
to defpair of thofe who are notorioufly wicked, as if
they were abfolute reprobates ; and to prefer a popu-
lar imitator of Barabbas, to a meek follower of Jefus ?
Does it not prompt us to lay an undue ftrefs upon tri-
fles, and to make an endlefs ado about fome frivolous
circomftance of external worfhip, while we pafs over
Judgment, merty, and the lowe of God® And by that
means, does it not confirm modern Herodians in their
antinomiani/m, and modern Sadduacees in their infide-
Jity ? In a word, does it not render the fiff neck
itiffet, the blind underftanding blinder, the hatd heart
flouter, the proud fpirit more rebellious, more indif-
ferent about mercy, more averfe to gofpel-grace, more
fatanical, readier for all the surfes of the law, and
siper for all the avees of the gofpel ?

Buot let us confider the other extreme. What has
Calvinifm done for Geneva ? Alas! it hasin a great
depree fhock’d and driven it into arianifm, focinia-
nifm, and infidelity. See the account lately given
of it in the Frenck Encyclopedia : Article Genewa.

"<« Many of the clergy of Geneva [fays judicious Mr.
«¢ DeAlembert]no longer believe the divinity ofJefus
«¢ Chrift, of which Calvin their leader was a zealous

- "% defender, and for which he had Servetus + buarned,

¢ &c.

4 Servetus’s herefy is thus defcribed in the xivth of the x1 Articks
¢f religicn, which the minifters of Geneva ftill fubferibe, and which,
{f T miftake not, were drawn up by Calvin himfelf. ¢ We likewife
< deteft the devilifh imaginations of Servetus, whe attributes to our
<« Lord Jefus Chrift an imaginary divinity ; for as much as he fays,
<« that he is the idea and pattern of all things; and calls him God’s
< fon in a perfonal or formal manner ; and moreover fuppofes Lim to
< have a body made up of three uncreated elements, thus mixing and
«¢ deftroying toth the natures of Chrift.”” This herefy of Servetus,
which we may well fuppcfe is not placed here in the moft favourable
Light, dees not differ much frem the fentiment of thofe Englifh di-
+ vines, o
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¢ &c:—They believe that there are ponithments
¢ in an other world, bot only.for a limited time ;
* thus purgatory, which was one of the chief caafes
* of the reformation, is now the only punithment
¢ which many proteftants admit after death. A new
¢ proof this, that man is a being full of contradic-
¢« tions. To fum up all in one word, the religion of

¢ many paftors at Geneva is perf22 Socinianifm.”
What good has Calvini/m done in England ? Alas!
very little.  When a bow is bent beyond its propet
degree of tenfion, does it not fly to pieces ? When you
violently pull a tre¢ towards the weft, if it recovers
itfelf, does it not violently fly to the eaft 7 Has not
this generally been the cafe with refpe@ to all the
truths of God, which have be¥n forced out of their
feriprural place one way or another? Calvinifm in
the days of O.'Cromwell, was &t the very fame height
‘of {ptendor, at which Popery had actained in the days
of king Henry ‘the VIiIth, and they fhare the fame
‘downfall.. Mole vaunt fud. At the réformation the
FIrsT grand doltrine of chriftianity, [ falvation 4y
‘grace thro’ faith] which had been forced out of its
‘place, and almoft broken by the papifts, fled back
upon them with fach violence, that it fhook the holy
fee, frightened the Pope, and made fome of the richeit
jewels fall from his triple ¢rown. ‘In like manner the
“seconD grand doltrine of chriftianity [ falvation nor
" by the proper merit of wvorks, bat by the avotks of faith
“as a conditfon ] which had been ferved by the antino-
mians juft as the firft gofpel axiom by the papits,
recovering itfelf out of their hands, few back upon
them

vines, who have confidered the Father as the one felf exiftent Unity,
and the Son as the one infinite wariety in this eternal Unily : fo that,
of courfe, fomething in him is.the iJ!a and pattern of all that exifts,
except fin and the curfe, Noris what Dr. Watts fays of the fuper-
angelical nature of the Logos, and of his appearing in an angelical
body before his incarnation, fo very far from Servetus’s do&rine of
Chrift’s fpiritual and wonderful body, when he appeared as an angel
to the patriarchs. See the fermons, of Peter Sterry, fellow of Ema-
nuel College, Cambridge, on Pfalm xlv, 1,2, And Dr, Watts’s 4th
‘differtation concerning the Trinity,
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them with uncommon violence at King Charles’s re-
ftoration, by an indire# blow fhook two thoufand
Calvinift-minifters out of their pulpits; and getting
far beyond its fcriptural place, began to bear hard
upon, and even thruft out the grand do&rine of /al-
wation by grace. Thus the abfurdity and mifchief of
antinomianifm, began to drive again the generality
of Englith proteftants into Pharifaifm, Arianifm, So-
cinianifm, or open infidelity ; that is, into the ftate, in
which moft of the learned are at Rome and Geneva.
I grant that near forty years ago, fome clergymen
from the univerfity of Oxford returned to the princi-
ples of the reformation, and zealoufly contended
again for /abvation by grace and for univer/al obedience.
By the divine blefling upon their indefatigable endea-
vours, Faith and Works met again, and for fome time
walked undifturbed together. A little revolution
then took place: Pra&ical Chriftianity revived, and
leaning upon her fair dauihters Truth and Lowe, took
a folemn walk thro’ the kingdom, and gave a fore-
talte of heaven to all that cordially entertained her.
She might, by this time, have turned this favourite
ifle into a land owindg with fpiritual milk and honey,
if Apollyon difguifed in his angelic robes, had not

played, and did not continue to play his old game.

Nor does he do it in vain. By his infinuations men
of a contrary turn rife agaiaft Practical Chriftianity«
Many of the devout call her Herefy, and many of the
gay name her rgnk Enthufiafn. In the mean time fhe
drops a tear of tender pity, prays for her miftaken
perfecutors, and quietly retires into the wildernefs.,
Lean Obedience is foon driven after her to make more
room for {peculative Faith, who is fo highly fed with
lufcious food and wild honey, that fhe is quite bloat-
ed, and full of humours. Nay, in fome fhe is dege-~
nerated into an impatient quarrelfome fomething,
which calls itfelf Orshodoxy, or the Trutk, and muft
be treated with the greateft refpe& ; while Charisy,
cold, fickly, and almoft ftarved for want of avoré, is

'In
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In a word, Antinemian Chriffianity is come, and
makes her public entry in the profefling church. A
foolith virgin, who aflumes the name of Free Grace,
walks before her, and cries, ‘ Bend the knee, bow
the heart, and catertain the old, the pure, the only
gofpel.” An ugly black boy called Free Hrath, bears
her enormous train, and with wonderful art hides
himfelf behind it, While thoufands are taken with
the fmiles and chearfulnefs of Waaton Free Grace
{for that is the virgin’s right name] and for her fake
welcome her painted mother; a grey-headed Seer
pafles by, fixes his keea cyes upon the admired fa-
mily, fees thro’ their difguife, and warns his friends.
This is highly refented, aot oaly by all the lovers of
the fprightly, allaring maid, but by fome excelient
people, who, in the fimplicity of their hearts, miftake
her for the celefial virgin Afrea. Mr. H. and Mr.
T. two of her champions, fall upon the aged Moni-
tor ; and to the great entertainment of the pharifaic
and aatinomian world, do their beft to tread down
his:honour in the duft. I . o

While they are thus.employed, -a rough countrye:
maa, who had taken the Seer's warning, throws him.:
felf full in the way of Awimmian Chriftianity, and:
tries to ftop her in her triumphant march. Wanton
Free Grace 15 a little difconcerted at his rudenefs, the’
reddens, aad {oon thews herfelf the true fifter of Free-
Wrath.. To be revenged of the clown, fhe charges:
him with—guefs what—A rape : No, but with being
great with rhe fzariet awkore, and concerned with the
Romifh man of ¥in. -If be is acquitted of thele enor.’
mities, they fay that the is determined to indite him’
for marder or *¢ fargery;”’ and if that will not do,
for highway robbery, or ¢ execrable Swifs flander.”
The mountaineer, who counts ot his life dear, ftands
his ground, aud in the fcufle difcovers the black oy,
Jays faft hold of him, and notwithftanding the good
words that he gives onc moment, and the fvads of
inveives, which he ‘pours out the next; he drags
" him out to public view,. 2ad appeals to the chriftian -
world, Ez adhuc fub judice lis ¢ff. But
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But leaving England, the fcene of the prefent con-
troverfy, I afk, What does Calvini/m at this day for
Scotland, where national honbars are paid to it, and
where for fome ages it has paffed for the pare gofpel ?
Alas! not much, if we may depend upon the obfer-
vations of a gentleman of piety and fortane, who
went laft year with an eminent minifter of Chrift, to
infpec the itate of fpiritual chriftianity in the north,
and brought back this melancholy account: ¢ The,

decay of vital religion is yet more vifible in Scotland.: .

than in England.”

Should by this time fome of my readers be ready to
atlk, what drminianifm has done for Holland and Eng-.
land ; I reply : 1f by Arminiani/m you mean the pure
doftrine of Chrift; efpecially the dotrine of our free
juftification thro’ Chrift, by the inffrumentality of faith
in the day of a finner’s couverfion, and by the ewidence

of the works of faith afterwards: if you mean, as I.

do, a fyftem of evangelical truth, in which the two
gofpel precepts believe and obey are duly balaaced,
and faith and aworks kept in their feriptural place; 1
anfwer that, under Chrift, it has done all the good
which has been done, not only in Holland and Eng-
land, but in all Chriftendom, .

Be not then miftaken: When minifters, leaning
towards fpeculative antinomianifm, have done good ;
it bas not been by preaching wanton free grace, and by
Jhackling the free gojpel : but by powerfully infurcing.
the truth as it is in Jefus ; by crying aloud, ¢¢ Belicwe,
¢ thou loft finner, and be faved by grace— Obey,
*¢ thou happy believer, and evidence thy falvation by
¢ auorks — And whofoever will, let him come and
¢ take of the water of life freely, for a// things are
¢ moaw ready.” — So far as they have ftarted afide
from this guarded, and yet encouraging goipel, they
have pulled down with one hand what they built with
the other ; they have tried to make up the pharifaic,
by widening the antinomian gap ; they have departed
from what ave call Chriffianity, and what sox are
at full liberty to call Arminianifim, Baxteriani/m, or
Weflzianifin. , , To
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- To return : I obferved juft now, that antinomiani{m
drives us into pharifaifm, fociniani/m, and infidelity ;
but might I not have added faali/in, the higheift de-
gree of fathionable infidelity ? And after all, what is
fatalifm, in.which the greateft infidels unanimoufly
thelter themfelves in our day ? Is it not the beginning
or the end of high Calvini/m, whofe emblematical
reprefentation may be a ferpent forming a circle while
itbites its tail, with this motto, In fz/e wolvitur error,
After a large circuit Error ends where it began ? 1f high
Calvinifm 1s the head, is not Fatali/m the tail ?

For my part I fhall not wonder, if fome of our high
predeftinarians find themfelves before they are aware,
even at Hobb’s or Voltaire’s feet, humbly learning
there the horrible leffons of Fatalifm. Nay, if I am
not miftaken, they perfeftly mngree with the French
philofopher in the capital point. One might think
that they have converted him to their orthodoxy, or
that he has perverted them to his infidelity. Caadid
reader, judge of it by the following extraét of his lec-
ture on Defliny.

¢ Homer [fays he] is the firft writer, in whofe
¢« works we find the notion of fate. It was then in
¢¢ vogue in his time. Nor was it adopted by the
¢¢ pharifees, till many years after : for thefe pharifees
¢ themfelves, who were the firit men of letters among
¢« the Jews, were not very ancient, &c. But philofo-
phers needed neither tire help of Homer, nor that
¢ of the Pharifees, to perfuade themfelves, that all
¢¢ things happen by immutable decrees, that al// is
¢ fxed, that all is neceffary.” Now for the proof.
¢ Bodies [adds he| tend to the center, pear trees can
¢¢ never bear pine apples, a man cannot have ab)ve
‘¢ a certain number of teeth” — And direitly flying
from zeeth to ideas, he would have us infer, that
we can no more arrange, combine, alter, or difmifs
our ideas than our grinders, and that an adulterer de-
files his neighbour’s bed as necefarily as a pear tree pro-
duces pears. — He even adds, ¢ If thou couldit alter
¢¢ the deftiny of a fly, thou fhouldft be more powerful

¢ than

-
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. than God himfelf.” See Difionaire Philojophigae
2ortatif, Londres, 1764. Page 163, 164.

This ingenious infidel is quite as orthodsx (in the
Calviniftic fenfe of che word) in his article on Liberty.
¢¢ What does then your free will confift in [fays he]
¢ if it is not in a power to do willingly what ab/olute
*¢ meceffity makes you chufe ?” Nay, he is fo ftanch
a predeftinarian, fo ccmpleat a fatalift, that he main-
t2ins, no one can chufe cwves or odds without an irre-
filtible order of all-direfting fate. And he cancludes
by afirming, that all ¢ liberty of indifference,” that is,
all power to do a thing, or 10 leave it undone at our
option, withaut the neceflitating agency of fate, *¢ is
arrant nonfenfe.” See the fame book, page 243, &c.

Thus the moft fubtle, felf righteous infidel in
France by going full eaft ; and the moft rigid, tho.
rough-paced antinomian in England by going full
weft, in the ways of Error, meet at laft face to face in
the antipodes of Truth. O may the fhock caufed by
their unexpected encounter, wake them both out of
their fatal dreams, to call upon him, who takes the
.aife in their oww craftinefs, imparts trae wifdom
to the fimple, and crowns the humble with grace
and glory.

As high Calvinifm on the left hand falls in with
Sfatalifm, fo on the right hand it runs into the wildeft
notions of fome deloded myftics, and ranting perfec-
tionifls. Judicious reader, you will be convinced of it
by the following propofitions, advanced by Molinos 4
the father of the myftics and perfe&ionifls, who are
known abroad under the name of Quietifts. Thefe pofi-
tions, among many others, were condemned by the
Pope as * rafh, offenfive to pious ears, erromcous,
fcandalous, &c.”” 1 extra& them from the Bull of his
Holinefs, given at Rome 1687, and publilhed by the
archbifhop of Cambray at the end of his book called
dnfiruction pafierale, printed at Amfterdam 1698. See
page 192, &¢.

i ut injudicious clergyman of the church of
RoTnefifv}::‘:s i: {Pol:nue.,o? his V\:'Ol'ks, f] oi!:g{he doétrine of grace by
Calviniftic refinements ; and that of cbriffian perfetion by antinomian
rant,
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 Velle operari alive ¢ff Deum offendere, qui wult offe
“ folus agens, &c. To be willin% to be aftive and
“ work, 1s to offend God, who will be the fole agent,
¢ &c,— Our natural altivity ftands in the way of
¢ grace, and hinders the divine operation and true
* perfe&tion, quia Dens wult operari in nobis fine nobis,
‘ becaufe God will work in us withoat us. — The
** foul onght not to think upon rewards and punith-
** ments. — We muft leave to God the caring of all
* that concerns us, that he may do in us, without
** us, his divine will. — He that will be refigned to
“ God’s will, muft not afk him any thing, Eccau('e
“ petitions favour of our own will, and therefore
“ are imperfei ;" [or, to fpeak in the Calviniftic
way, fnful. ]

Again, ¢ God, to humble and transform us, per-
“ mits and wills, that the devil fhould do violence to
¢ the bodies of fome perfe& fouls® [i. e. efablifhed
believers] ¢* and fhould make them commit carnal
* attions againft their will. — God now fan&ifies his
‘ faints by the minittry of devils, who by caufing in
** their fleth the above-mentioned violent impulfes,
makes them defpife themfelves the more, &c.—St.
Paul felt fuch violent impulfes in his body: hence
he wrote, The good that I would, I do not ; and the evil
dvhich I avould not, I do. Thefe violent impulfes
are the beft means to humble the foul to nothing,
and to bring it to true holinefs, and the divine
union ; there is no other way, et hac ¢f wia faci-
““ lisr et tutior, and this is the eafier and the fafer
*“ way — David, &c. fuffered fuch violent impulfes
** to ex.ernal impure a&ions, &c.”

Whe does not fee here fome of the moft abfurd te-
nets, or dangerous confequences of Calvinifm ! Man is
a mere ‘machine in the work of falvation — The body
of holy Paul is fold uader fin — David in Uriah’s
bed is complete and perfeét in Chrift— Atual adul-
tery humbles believers, and is an excellent mean of
fan@tificatior, &c.

€
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When we fee antinomianifm thus defiling the

founder part of the Rowifh and Proteflant churches ;
when the gad of this world avails himfelf of thefe
¢ antinomian dotages’”’ to confirm myriads of fiff
pharifees in their felf-righteous delufions ; and when
the bulk of men, fhocked at the glaring errors of
both, run for fhelter to deifm, and grofs infidelity ;
who would not defire to fee the doétrines of faitk and
quorks, grace and obedience {o fated and recanciled,
that mn of reafon might no longer be offended at
shriftianity ; nor men of religion one at another ?
. 'This is again atzempted in the following difcourfe,
the fubftance of which was committed ta paper many
years ago, to convince the pharifees and papifts of
my parifh, that there is no falvation by the faithlefs
works of the law, bur by a living faith in Jefus
Chrift. With thame I confefs, that I did not tken fee
the necd of guarding the doétrine of faith, againft the
defpifers of aerks. I was chiefly bent upon pulling
up the tares of phari{aifm : Thofe of antinomianifm
were not yet {prung up in the field, which I began to
cultivate : or my want of experience hindered me
from difcerning them. But fince, what a crop of
them bave | perceived and bewailed !

Alas | they have in a great degree ruined the fuc-
cefs of my miniftry. 1 have feen numbers of lazy
feekers, enjoying the dull pleafure of floth on the
couch of wilful unbelief, under pretence that God
was to do all in them without them. [ have feer
fome lie flat in the mire of fin, abfurdly boalting that
they cculd not fall ; and others make the means of
grace, means of idle gofliping or fly courtthip. I have
feen fome turn their religious profeflion into a way
of gratifying covetoufnefs or indolence ; and others,
their kil in church-mufic, their knowledge, and their
zeal, into various nets to catch efteem, admiration,
and praife. Some have I feen making yeflerday’s faith
a reafpn to Jaugh at the crofi #.-day ; and others draw-
ing from their mifapprehenfions of the atonement,
ATEHMSRL t0 be lefs importunate in fecret prayer and

morg
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more conformable to this evil world, than once they
were. Nay, I have feen fome profefling believers
backward to do thefe works of mercy, which I have
fometimes found perfons, who made no profeffion of
godlinefs, quite ready to perform. And Oh! tell it
i Sion, that watchfulnefs may not be negle@ted by
believers, that fearfulnefs may feixe upon backiliders,
and that trembling may break the bones of hypocrites
and apoftates ; I have feen thofe, who had equally
fhined by their gifts and graces, ftrike the moral
world with horror by the grofleft antinomianifm; and

difgrace the do&rine of falvation thre’ faith, by the.

deepeft plunges into fcandalous fin.

Candid Reader, I neced fay no more, to make shee
fenfible of the neceflity of the additions and wores, by
which I have ftrengthened and guarded my old dif-
courfe, that it might be an EQuaL Check 10 phari-
Jaifm and antinomianif/im, an equal prop to faith and
works. If it affords thee any edification, give God
the glory, and pray for the defpifed aathor. Afk in
the words of good Bifhop Hopkins, that I may fo se-
LIEVE, Jo refl on the merits of Chrift, as if I had never
wrought any thing ; and withal fo Work, as if I awere
only 10 be javed by my own merits. AndO! afk it again
and again, for I find it & difficult thing, ta give to each
of thefe its due in my praiice. It is the very depth and
height of chriftian perfe@tion.

END OF THE ESSAY.
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POSTSCRIPT.

Madeley, Fan. 10, 1774

B O VE fifteen years ago I looked into Baxter’s
Aphorifms on Juftification, and thro’ prejudice
or floth 1 foon laid them down, as being too deep for
me. But a few days fince a friend baving brought
me Mr. Wefley’s extraét of them, I have read it with
much fatisfaltion, and prefent my readers with a com-
pendium of my difcourfe in. the words of thofe two
judicious and laborious divines. »
¢ As there are two covenants, with their diftia&
¢ conditions ; fo is there a two-fold righteoufnefs, and
¢ both of them abfolutely neceflary to falvation. —
¢ Qur righteoufnefs of the firlt covenant, is not perfo-
¢ nal, or confifteth not in any actions performed by
¢ us; for we never perfonally fatisfied the law’ [of
innocence] ¢ but it is wholly without us in Chrift. In
* this fenfe eve.y chriftian difclaimeth his own righ-
¢ teoufnefs, or his own works — Thofe only fhall be
¢ in Chrift legally righteous, who believe and obey
¢ the gofpel, and fo are in themfelves evangelically
¢ righteous — Tho’ Chrift performed the conditions
¢ of the law’ [of innocence] ¢ and fatisfied for our
¢ non-performance, yet it is ourfelves that muft per-
¢ form the conditions of the gofpel — Thefe two’
[laft] ¢.propofitions feem to me fo clear, that I do
¢ wonder any able divines fhould deny them: Me-
¢ thinks they fhould be articles of our treed, and
¢ a part of children’s catechifms. To affirm that
¢ our evangelical or new-covenant righteoufnefs is
¢ Chrift, and not in ourfelves ; or performed by Chrift,
* and not by ourfelves; is {uch a monftrous picce of
¢ antinomian dorine, as no man, who knows the
¢ natore and difference of the covenants can poflibly
¢ entertain,’ Bax, dphor. Props 14, 15, 16, 17,

Salvation
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Salvation by the Covenant of Grace :
A v
DISCOURSE

On ROMANS' xi. §5 6.

Even fo then, at this prefent time alfo, there is a rem-
nant according to the eleftion of grave : And if by
grace, them it is no more of woorks, ctheravife grace is
no more grace : Bat if it be of avorks, then it is no
more grace 5 otherawife avork is mo more work.

InTrODUCTION and Division.

H E Apoftle complains in the preceding chap-
ter, that Ifrael was blinded, and did not fee the
way of {alvation : I dear them record, fays he, Rom,
X, 2, that they hawve a meal for God, bur xot according
to knowledge 5 for being ignorant of Ged’s righteoufne/s,
i. e. of God’s way of faving finners + merely thro’
Jefus Chrift, and going about 10 effablifh their oxvn righ-
D teonfnefs,
(1) + When I fay that God faves finners < merely’” thro’ Jefus Chrift,
°T do not exclude our fzith, the inffrumental canfe of our falvation ; nor
our works of faith, the evidincing caufe of it 5 any mere than I exclude
divine mercy. I only mean, that Chnft is the primary, meritorious
caufe of our juftification ; and that from him all fecondary, infiru-
mental caufes 1eceive whatever influence they have towards cur eter-
nal falvation. Nor do I take away from the Redeemer’s glory, when
I affirm with the Rev. Mr. Madan, that ¢ ave are juffified inflrumen-
tally by fuith, and declaratively &y avorks 3 or that faith is the inflru-
mental, and works are the declarative ca:fe of our complete juftifica-
tion, For as I fpecak of faith in Chrit, rbe Light of men and 1he
Saviour of the world 5 and as I mean the wworks of that faith ; 1 fecure
his mediatorial honours ; fuch works being all wrought thro’ /s in-
fluence, perfumed with Zis merits, and accepted thro’ Ais interceffion,
Chrift is then a// in all ftill 5 the primary and meritoricus caufe paf-
fing thro’ all the fecondary, and inftrumental caufes, as light decs thro®
our windows and eyes ; food thro’ our mouths and ftomachs ; and
vital blood thro’ our arteries and veins.

N. B. The parts of this difcourfe, which are enclofed in brackets, [ ]
are the addit ons that guard or ftrengthen the old fermon which my
opponent calls for ; and the parts costained tetween the two hands,
7 -£ 0 are the paflages, which he has extra€led from it, and publifh-
«d at the-end of his Finifhing Strcke.
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4eoufuefs, that is, endeavouring to fave themfelves by
their own good works [fo called, by works which,
ftritly fpeaking, deferve rather to be named phari-
faical than good ; ] tkey have not fubmitted to the righ-
teoufwefs of God — to that faith in Chrift, which makes
finners righteous before God : for Chriff, adds he, is
the end of the law Yor righteoufuefs 10 every one that be-
lieweth, Rom. x. 4 ;3 That is, [fince the fall] it is the
very defign of the [Adamic] law, [the law of inno-
‘cence given to finlefs Adam ; yea, and of the Mofaic
law, when it is confidered as avritten in flones, and de-
corated with fhadows or types of good things to come, ]
to bring men to believe in Chrift for juftification and
falvation : as he alone gives that pardon ard life,
which the law [of innocence] fhews the want of, [and
which the Mofaic law, abftraéted from gofpel-pro-
wifes, points unto,] but cannot poffibly beitow.

The Apoftle refuming the fame fubjet in the chap-
ter out of which the text is taken, comforts himfelf by
confidering, that, altho’ !frael in general was blinded,
yet all were not loft. Old Simeon and Anna had feen
the falvation of God, and had departed in peace, Nicode-
mus, a do&or in Ifrael, had received the do@rine of
the new birth and falvation by faith., Three thoufand
Jews had been pricked to the heart by penitential for-
row, and flled witk peace and joy by believing in Jefus
Chrift. And even at this prefent time, fays the Apofile,
there is a remnant [of my country-men faved] according
‘2o the elefTion of grace : That is, There are fome of them,
who, [like Nathaniel and Nicodemus] calting away
their dependance on their own ‘righteoufnefs, [and
trufling only in Chrift’s merits] are numbered amongz
the e/ec?, according to that gracious decree of §t/eﬂiau
in Chrift, which] God [has fo clearly revealed] in the
covenant of grace, He that belieweth fhall be faw:d, &c.
Mark xvi. 16. +

From

(2) + My fentiment concerning elefion, is thus expreficd by agreat
Cilvinift minifter, ¢ In the written word a decree of God is found,
¢ which ‘fhews who are the chofen and the faved people; fe thur

8 believeth
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From thence the Apoltle takes occafion to fhew, that
pardon and falvation are not, in whole or in part, ac-
tained by {the covenant of ] works, but merely by [the
covenant of] grace. A remnant of thofe {cIf-righteouns
pharifees is faved, [not indeed by their felf-righteouf-
nefs,] but by the covenant of grice, [according to
which we muft equally part with our fel{-righteoufnefs
and our fins.] And if by [the covenant of | grace, then
it is no more [by that] of averks, whether of the cere-
monial law [of Mofes, ] or of the moral law [of inno-
cence perverted to. pharifaic purpofes ;] e/jz [the ] grace
[of Chritt] is no longer grace [beftowed upon a crimi-
nal :] The very nature of [ gofpel-Jgrace is loft, Aud

i
¢¢ believeth, and is baptized, foall be faved, The chofen people there-
¢ fore are a race of true believers, convinced by God's fpirit of their
¢ roined eftate, endowed with divine faith, by which they feek to
¢ Chrift for help ; and feeking do obtain pardon, peace,and holinefs.*”
The Chriftian World Unmafk.d. Second Edit, p. 186, Judicious chrif-
tians will probably agree here with this pious divine, if he does not
deny : (1) That in the divine decree of election the word BELIEV-
eTH, excludes from the eleftion thofe who bave caft off their firft
faith, or bave made fbiprwreck of she faith: And (2) That the word
1s BAPTI1zED, implies prof./ing the fuith in word and awork ; or
making, and ftanding to, the buprifmal vow, which refpects not only
believing the atticles of the chriftian faith, but alfo keeping God’s
holy will and commandments.
(3) 1 1fay gofpel-grace, becaufe it is that which the Apoftie means.
It may with proptiety be diftinguifhed from the original grace which
Adam had before the fall, and which deifts and pharifees ftill fuppofe
themfelves poflefled of. Some people imagine, that if our firft parents
had well acqnitted themfelves in the trial of their faithfulnefs, their
reward would not have been of grace ; they would (ftritly fpeaking)
have merited heaven., But this is a miftake. From the Creator to
the creature, all bleflings are, and muft for ever be of grace, of mere
grace. Gabriel himfelf enjoys heaven thro’ free grace. Unlefs fome
gracious promife interpofes, God may this inftant put an end without
injuftice, not only to his glory, but to his very exiftence. Should
you afk what difference there is, between criginal and gofpel grace ; 1
anfwer, that original, Adamic grace naturally flowed trom God, as
Creator and Prefervery %o innocent, happy creatures.  But gofpel grece,
that for which St, Paul {o firenucufly contends in my text, fuperna-
turally
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if it ke Tby the covenant] of avorks, then it is mo wmore
{by gofpel lgrace ; elfe work is wo longer {the] avork
[of a finlefs creture,] but the very natare of it is de-
troyed [according to the firft covenant, which requires
petfe@t conformity to the law in the work, and per-
fect innocence in t'ie worker. ]

As if the Apoftie had faid, There is fomething fo
abfolutely inconfiftent, between being faved by [the
.covenant of ] grace, and being faveg by [that of ]
works, that if you fuppofe either, you of neceflity ex-
clude the other : for what is given t@ works [upon the
footing of the firft covenant,] is [improperly f{peak-
ing] the payment of a debt. [which God, by his gra-
cious promife, contra&ted with innocent mankind with-
out the interpofition of a Mediator : ] whereas [gofpel-]
grace implies [not only] a favour [ #ridly fpeaking
unmerited [by us; but alfo an atoning facrifice on
the Redeemer’s part, and a damnable demerit on our
own : ] fo that the fame benefit cannot, in the very
things, be derived from both [covenants.]

Having thus opened the context, | proceed to a
more particular illuftration of the text; and that [
may explain it as fully, as the time allotted for this
difcouife will permir,

FIRST, I fhall premife an account of the two co-
venants: The covenant of averks, to which the pha-
rifees of old trufted, and [moft of ] the Roman catho-
lics, with too many falfe proteftants, £fill trult in our
days : — And the covenant of grace, by which alone

a

turally flows from God, as Redeemer and Comfurter, to guilty, wretcked
mankind : And here let us take not.ce of the oppofition there is, be-
tween pharifaic and evangelical obedience, between the aorks of the
Jaw and the works of faith. The former are dore with a proud con-
:ceit of the natural firengtk, which man loft by the fall 5 and the latter,
with an bumble dipendiree cn divine meicy thro” the Receemer’s me-
sits ; and on the [upernatural power teftowed upon loft mankind for
his fake. When St. Paul decries the works of the law, it is merely
to recommend the works of faith : and yet, O the dreadful effects of
confufion ! in Bubel pesple fuppole, that he pours equal centeinpt
upea beth,




{ 33 )

a remnant was faved in St. Paul’s time, ard will be
faved in all ages.

SECONDLY, I fhall prove, that the way cf fal-
vation BY [obedient] FarTH oNLY, or, which is the
fame thing, BY THB COVENANT OF GRACE, is the
oNLy way that leads to life, according to the fcrip-
tares and the articles of our church, to whofe holy

“doétrine I fhall publicly fet my feal.

THIRDLY, | fhall endeavour to (how the unrea-
fonablenefs and injuftice of thofe, who accufe me of
¢ preaching againft good works”” when I [decry pha-
rifaic works, and] preach falvation thro’ the covenant
of grace only.

FOURTHLY and laftly, after having informed
you, why Eeven] good works [truly fo called] cannot 4
[properly] deferve falvation in whole or in part; [
thall anfwer the old objetion of [fome ignorant] pa-
pifts, [and pharifaical proteftants :] ¢ If good works
‘¢ cannot } [properly merit us heaven,] why fhould
¢ we do them ? There is no need to trouble ourfelves

* about any.” .
: . FirsT

(4) T I prefer properly to abfolutcly, the word which I formerly
ufed ; becaufe abfolutely bears too hard upon the fecond gofpel axiom,
and turns out ot the gofpel the rewardable condecency, that our who e
cbedience, even according to Dr, Owen, bath unto cternal life, thro’
Qad’s gracrous appointment.

(5) t I fay now properly merit us beav n, and not fave us, get us
beaven, or procure us beaven, expreflions which occur a few times in
my old fermon ; becaufe [taking the word merit in its full and proper
fenfe] the phrafe ¢ cannot merit us beaven,’” leaves room to defend the
neceflity of evangelical obedience, and of the works of faith, by which
we fhall te faved, not indeed as being the firft and properly meritori-
ous caufe of our falvation, (for to afcribe them that henour would be
to injure free grace, and place them on-the Mediator’s throne) but as
being the fecondary inftrumental eaufe of our juftification in the greut
day, and confequently of our eternal falvation.

Nor does the expreflion properly merit us beaven clafh with fuch
fcriptures as thefe — Pban the wicked man turneth from bis iniquity, be
pall fave bis foul alive — Save fome with fear — Save thy bu}and —
Save thy wife — We are faved by bope — Work out your own falvation.
— He that converteth a finner fball fave a foul from death — Thy faith

Lath faved thee — In doing this thou fhalt fave thyfelf, and them that bear
. thee,
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FirsT Parr.

I begin by laying before yos an account of the two

[ grand ] covenants, that God entered into with man.
‘The firft was made with Adam, . when he was in a ftate
of innocence in paradife. The condition of it, which
is exceflively hard, [ nay, abfolately impoflible ] to
fallen man, was cafy before the fall. It runs thus:
Do

thee. A preacher fhould do juftice to every part-of the fcripture, Nor
‘hould he blunt one edge ot the fword of the fpirit, under pretence of
making the other fharper. This I inadvertently did fome times in the
year 1762, May God enduz me with wifdom that I may not do it
itin 1774 ! I find it the niceft thing in pra&ical, as well as in pole-
mical divinity, {o to defend the doftrine of God's free grace as not to
wound that of man’s faithful sbedience, and vice verfa. Thefe two
doctrines fupport the two gofpel axioms, and may be called the freafs
of the church. A child of God, inftead of peevifhly biting the one
or the other, thould fuck them alternately : and a minifter of Chrift,
inflead of cutting off either, fhould carefully protect them both.

Shoul any one objed, that if Calvinifm is fuppoited by the Rev,
Mr. Berridge's diftin@ion between Ir and Ir [fee the fifth Check,
2d part :] the gofpel-axioms, about which we make fo mauch ado,
have not a better foundation ; fince they depsnd upon a diftinction
between original merit and derived merit. 1 reply, that the diftinétion
‘between legal Ir and evangelical Ir, is unworthy of Chrift, and not
lefs contrary to {cripture, than to reafon, and morality, On the con-
trary, the diftin@ion between original or proper merit, and derived or
improper worthinefs, far from being frivolous, is feriptural, [ fee
1V Check, p. 65, &c.] folid, highly honourable to Chrift, greatly
conducive to morality, ‘very rational, and lying within the reach of
the meaneft capacity,

This will appear from the following propofitions, which contain
the fum of our do@rine concerning merit.—(x) All proper worthinefs,
merit, or defert of any divine reward, is in Chrift, the overflowing
fountain of all original excellence. — (2) If any of the living water
of that rich fpring is received by faith, and flows thro’ the believer’s
heart and works, it forms improper worthinefs, or derived merit ; be-
caufe, properly fpeaking, it is Chrift’s merit ftill, — (3) Original merit
anfwers to the fi7#? golpel axiom, and deriued worthinefs to the fecond.
(4) According to the firft covenant we can never merit a reward, be-
caufe, of ourfelves as finners, we deferve nothing but hell ; and that co-
venant mcakes no provifion of merit for hell-deferving finners,—But ( 5)
according to the fecond covenant, by God’s gracious appointment ani
merciful promile, we can, smproperly [peaking, be worthy of heaven,
thro” the blood of Chrift fprinkled upon our hearts, and thro® his

righteoufnefs derived tq us and to our works by faith, — (6) Hence
it
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Do this [thou finle(s man] and live: The [innccent]
man that does thefe things, fhall live by them, Rom. x. 5.
That is, *¢ If thou [who art now a guiltlefs, holy and
¢« perfe&t creature] yieldeit a conftant, univerfal, and
¢¢ perfe obedience to the moral law,” now fommed
up
it is, that God will give fome, namely impenitent murderers, blood to
drink, for they are worthy, they PROPERLY deferve it ; while others,
namely, penitent believers, fhall walk with Chrift in white, for they
are worthy, they 1MpROPERLY merit it. Rev. xvi. 6. and iii. 4.

An illuftration taken from a leaden pipe full of water, may
fhow how it is pofiible, that unwortby man fhould become worthy,
thro’ the righteoufnefs which Chrift fupplies believers with. Strictly
fpeaking, water does not belong to a pipe, any more than merit or
worthinefs to a believer : for a pipe is only a number of dry fheets of
Jead foldered together : But if that dry, leaden pipe really receives fome
of the water, which a river fupplies ; I make myfelf ridiculous by a(-
ferting, that the man who hints, there is water in the pipe, confounds
the elements, feeks to dry up the river,- and is guilty of a dreadful
philofophical herefy.

However, if our prepoffefled brethren feel an invincible averfion
to onr Lord’s word [aZ o] meriting, we are willing to become all
things to them for his fake. If it may be a meansof reftoring tran-
quillity to their minds, we chearfully confent to ufe only the word of
our tranflators wworthy ; and here I give full leave to my readers,
whenever they meet the noun merit os the vesb 2o merit in my Checks,
to read worthingft inflead of the one, and to be worthy inflead of the
other. It may indeed puzzle unbiafled perfons to find a difference be-
2ween thofe expreffions ; but no matter, If others will expofe their
prejudice,. we: ought not only to maintain the truth, but to fhow our
condefcenfion. ‘The word Merit is abfolutely nothing to Mr, Wefley
and me; but the dofrine of faithful obedience in Chrift, and of the
gracious rewards with which it fhall be crowned for his fake, contains
all our duty on earth, and draws after it all our blifs in heaven. There-
fore, only grant us truly the fecond gofpel-atiom : — grant us, that
God has not appointed his crestures to endlefs punifbments and hea-
wvenly rewards out of mere caprice : —grant us, that, while the wicked
fhall ProPERLY and L2GAaLLY DESERVE their owN and not
Adam’s) place in hell, the rightecus thall improperly and evangelically
BE WORTHY TOOBTAIN THAT WORLD, where they fhall be equal
to the angels, Luke xx. 35 : — grant us that man is in a ftate of pro-
bation, and fhall be recompentfed for; and according to wbat be bas done
in the body, wheiker it be good or bads — In a word, grant us the ca-
pital doétrine of a day ot retributien, in which God fhall judge the
world in wifdom and rigbtecufnefs, not in folemn folly or fatanical
hypocrify ; and we afk no more, — This note is a key to al/ the
é;ﬂxli‘:es, which we maintain in the Minutes, and erplain in the

ecks,
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up in the ten commandments, ¢ thou fhalt be reward-
*¢ ed with glory and heaven. But if thou faileft in
‘¢ any one particular, whether it be in thought, word,
¢ ordeed, thos fhalt furely die, Gen. 1i. 17, for the foul
““ that finnetk it fhall die, Bz, xviii. 4. Thke avages of
¢ fin is death, Rom. vi. 23. And curfed is every one,
** that continucth not in ALL things, awritten ia the book
“ of the laww 1o do them,” (5al, . 10.

Nor does this covenant make any allowance for de-
ficiencies, or pafs by one tranfgreflion great or little,
without pronouncing the threatened curfe ; [ for it
made no provifion for repentance, neither did it offer
finners the help of a facrificing prieft, or intercedin
mediator.] Whether therefore the fin be murder ang
adultery, or only eating fome forbidden fruit, its lan-
guage is, + Whofoewer fhall keep the awhole laws, and yet
offend in one point, he is guilty of all, James ii. 10. That
1s, All the curfes denounced againft thofe, who break
the covenant of works, hang upon his guilty head,
[and will fall upon him in a degree proportionable to
the aggravations of his fin.]

This firft covenant we have all broken in our firft
parents, for [in Adam all dic] — By one man fin entered
1110 the evorld, and death by fin 5 and fo death paffeod upon
all men, for that all have finned, Rom. v, 12. We are

then all born [or conceived] in fin ; Plalm lj.,;q; and®

confequently ave are by nature children of awrath, Eph.
ii. 3. But thisis not all : this root of original fin, pro-
duces in every man many aflual iniquities, whereby,
as we imitate Adam’s rebellion, fo we make the guilt
of it our own, and faften the curfe attending that

guilt upon our own fouls. Rom. vii. 24.
Therefore, while we remain in our natural ftate,
[or, to fpeak more intelligibly, while we continu«;_in
in,

(6) + Whoever reads the fcriptures without prejudice, will be of
Mr. Burgefs’s mind concerning this awful text, %fce IVth Check,
p. 42.] It was evidently fpoken with reference to Cbrift’s law of /i-
berty, as well as fome of the paffages quoted in the preceding para-
graph : and if they guard even tbat law ; how much more the law of
innecence, which, tho’ it cAnnot be holier in its precepts, is yet much
more peremptory in its curfes !
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fin, guilt, and total impenitency ; we not only tram.
ple the covenant of grace under foot, but] we ftand
upon the [broken] covenant of works; and confe-
quently lie under the dreadful curfe, which is already
denounced againft every tranfgreflor of the law, Gal.
3, 10, [as well as againft every defpifer of the gofpel,
Heb. x. 27.]

Hence it is that, &y the deeds of the law, i. e. by the
[unfprinkled] good works commanded in the law [of
innocence ; or by the ceremonies prefcribed in the
law of Mofes,] /kall no flefh liwing [no finner] be juf~
tified : for as many as are of the aorks of the law,
[as it ftands oppofed to the gofpel; yea, as many
alfo as reft, like the impenitent pharifees, in the letter
of the Mofaic law,] are ander the curfe; the feripture
having concluded all under fin, [i. e. teftified that all
are finners by conception and praftice] and confe-
quently under the carfe [of the firft covenant,] riar
every mouth may be flapped, and all the world may become
guilty [i. e. may humbly confefs their fallen and loit
citate] before God, [and gladly accept his offers of
mercy in the fecond covenant.] Rom. 3, 19, 21.

In this deplorable ftate of guilt and danger, we [ge-
nerally] remain carelefs and infenfible, [when we have
once taken to the ways of vanity] (& making what we
Call ¢ the mercy of God” a pack-horfe [if I may ofe
fo coarfe an expreflion] to carry us and our fins
to heaven, upon the flthy rags + of our own [phari-
faic] righteoufnefs. oy Here we continue, till divine
grace awakeas us, by the preaching of the gofpel, or
by fome other means. Eph. v. 14. Being thean roufed
to a lerious confideration of our fallen ftate in Adam,
and to a fenfibility of the curfe which we lie under,
thro’ our numerous breaches of [the fecond, as well
as of] the firft covenant ; after many fruitlefs attempts
to remove that curfe, by fulfilling the law [of inno-
cence ;] after many [faithlefs] endeavours to fave
ourfelves by our own [anti-evangelical] works, and
righteonfuefs, ¢ we dclgair at lalt of getting to hea-

. ven,
{7) 1 Here that expreffion is ufed in the fcriptural fenfe,
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ven, by building a babel with the mavempered mortar
of our own [fancied] fincerity, and the bdricks of
our wretched good works, [or rather of our fplendid
fins.] 3 And leaving the impaflable road of the
covenant of works, we begin to feek [as condemned
eriminals] the way, which God’s free mercy has
opened for lof# finners in Jefus Chrift. A&sii. 37,
Phil. iii. 6. &c.

This new and living way [for | may call it by the
name which the apoftle emphatically gives to the lait
difpcn}%tion of the gofpel] Heb. x. 1g, 20, is the pew
covenait, the covenant of grace [in its varioas editi-
ons or difpenfations. For, if the Chriftian edition is
called #eww in oppofition to the Jewifh, all the editions
together may well be] called »eav, in oppofition to the
old covenart, the covenant of works [ made withAdam
before the fall.] It is alfo termed go/pel, that is, glad
tidings, becavfe [ + with different degrees of evidence]
it brings comfortable news of free falvation in Chritt,

to all that fee they are undone in themfelves.
) ' %% The

(8) 4 ‘This, and the preceding elaufes are added, to guard the doc~
trine of the gofpel-difpenfations, of which I had but very confufed
- views edeven years ago. See third Check, p, 10, &c, Leaning rhen
too much towards Calvinifm, I fancied, at times at leaft, that rbe
go{gwl was confined within the narrow channel of its laft difpenfation ;
wkich was as abfurd as if I had cenceited, that the fwell of our rivers
at high water, is all the ocean. But turning to my bible, and “ re.
viewing the whole affair,” I clearly fee, that the Jewifh and Chriftian
gofpel are not the everlafiing gofpel, but only twe of its brighteft dif-
penfations,  Should the reader atk me what I mean by the everlafiing
gofpcl, when 1 confider it in its full Jatitnde : I anfwer, that [
mean with St. Paul, The rickes of God™s goodnefs, forbearance, and long
Juffering, leading men to rpentance for Chrift's fake, who in all ages
is the Saviour of the world. — Yea, and the fevere firokes of his gra,
cious providence drizing them to it. I dare ot infinuate, that Jonah,
ong of the moft fuccefsful preachers in the world, was not a gofpe/-
preackery when he firred up all the people of Niniveh to repentance,
by the fear of impending deftrulion ; and that St, Fobn the divire
" was a firanger to true divinity, when he gave us the following account
of the manner, in which a celeftial Evangelift preached the everlaft-
ing gofpels I farv an other angel baving the EVERLASTING GOSPEL
50 preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and
’ . kindred,
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&5 "The fecond covenant then, or the gofpel, is i."
difpenfation of free grace and mercy [not oply to lit. -

tle children, of whom is the kingdom of heaven, but

alfo] to poor, loft, helplefls finners, who, feeing and -

feeling themfelves condemned by the law [of ibno-
cence,x]. and utterly unable to obtain juftification upon
the terms of the F1rsT covenant, come to [a merciful
God thro’] Jefus Chrift [¢he light of men, accordiog to
the helps afforded them in the difpenfation, which

they are under, ] ta feek in him [and from him thofe:

merits and] that righteoyfnefs, which they have not
in themfelves. For the Son of God, being both God
and man ip one perfon; and by the iovaluable facri-
fice of bim{elf upon the crofs, having fuffered the
punithment due to all our breaches of the Jaw [of
works ;] and by his moft holy life having anfwered
all the demands of the + #1rsT covenant, God cqr ¢

E 2 j”ﬁ-

dindred, and tengxe, and pecple, [Here is free grace1) fayiny with a
boud weice 1 Frar God, and give ghry to bim, for the bour of bis judy-
ment, a8 well as of his mercy, is come : and worbip bim that made
beaven aud corth, and the fea, and the fountains of wwaters. Here is, if
I am nat miftaken, the gofpel accarding to which many fbell come from
the eaft and From the wefl, and fhall fit j’wﬂ at the heavenly feaft with
the Father of the faithful, when the unloving Pharifees all Le thruft
eut, notwithftanding their great ado about ahfolute eleftion. This note
will probably tonch the apple of my seader’s eye, if he is a rigid pre-
deftinarian. But if he is offended, I intreat him to confider, whe-
ther his love does not bear fome refemblance to thc charity of thofe
firong predeftinarians of old, thofe monopolizers of God’s election,
who defpifed poor fiunners of the Gentiles, How violent was their pre-
judice! They vaftly admired our Lord’s ferman at Nazareth, till he
touched the fore that feftered in their frait-laced breaft, But no
fooner did he infinuate, that their ele€ion was not yet made fure,
and that the poor Pagan widow of Sarepta, and Naamaa the Syrian
were not abfolute reprobates ; thap they wwere filld with wrath, and
'z’e up, and thrufd bim out of the city, aud led him to the broww of the Lill,
that they qa'ibt'uﬂ bim dawn beadlong.  He had touched their great
Diana, and therefore, to be ﬁ"cr’g}“ had committed the unpardonable
fin ; he had fpoken treafon, herefy, blafphemy. Seg Luke iv, 28.
(9) T Altho’ there were fame very ungusrded paffages in my ori-
ginal fermon, yet, what was unguarded in one place, was in a great
degree guarded in another, Thus eves in this paragraph, which is
the fisft that Mr, Hill ‘produces in his extradt, by faying that Cbzﬁ
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Fufy and the juftifier of him that bclieves in Fefus, Rom.
1. 26. 0y Therefore, if a finner, avhofe mouth is
Stopped, and who has nothing to pay, pleads from the
heart the atoning blood of Chrift [and fuppofing he
never heard that precious name, if according to his
light he implores divine mercy, for the free exercife
of which Chrift’s blood has made way] not only God-
will rot d:liver him to the tormentors, but will frankly

forzive him all.  Luke vii. 41, &c.
g3> Herein then confifts the great difference, be-
tween the firft and the fecond covenant. Under the
Jir#, an abfolute, unfinning, univerfal obedience in
cur own perfons is required ; and fuch obedience we,
{in our fallen ftate,] can never perform. — Under the
fccond covenant, this obedience [to the law of inno-
cence, payed by, and] in our furety Chritt fefus, when
we are united to him by a faith of the ope:ation of
GGod, is accepted inftead of our own. 3 For as our
fins were transferred upen the Redeemer’s guiltle(s
head, fo his merits are brought home to our guilty
{ouls

Fas arfevered all the demands of the ¥IRST coverart for believers, I
indircétly affert, that he has not anfivered the demands of the fecond §
and that according to the gefpel, we muft peifonally repent, believe
and cbey to be finally accepted: The covenant of grace infifting as
much upon the works (f faith, as the covenant of cucrks did upon rbe
aworls of the law of innocence, in order to our continuanie and progrfs
in the divine favour, A doftrine this which is the ground ot the
minutes, the quinteflence of the Checks, and the downfall of antino-
mianifm. It was only with refpec to the covenant of works, and to
the law of innocence, that I faid in the next par:graph, tranfpofed by
Mr, Hill, ¢ Tris obeience— when we are vnited to Chrift by a
¢ faith of the operaticn of God, IS ACCEPTED INSTEAD OF OUR
% own.”” How greatly then does he miftake me, when he fuppoics
T afierted that the perfonal, Adamic, and (in ore fenfe) anti-evange-
lical cbedience of Chrift, which fprang neither from gofpel-faith nor
from gofpel-repentance, is accepted inflead of the perfonal, penitential,
cvangelical obedience of believers! It is juft here that the Calvinifts
turn afide from the truth, to make void the law of Chrift and follow
antinomian dotages, Becaufe Chrift has fulfilled the Adamic law ot
innocence for us, they fancy that he has alfo fulfilled his own evan-
gelical law of gofpel-obedience, according to which we muft ftand or
fill, when &y our worc’s we foall be juftified, and by our wwords we fhall

L oned,
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Touls by the powerful operasion of diving grace thro.
faith, and being thus compleas in Chriff + [with regard
to the fulfilling of the rirsT Govenant,] we can re-
Joice in God, who has made him ynto us wifdom, righte-
oufnefs, Janiification, and redemprion. [ fay, with regard
to the fulfilling of the FIRST covgnant, to ggard ag;inﬂ:
the error of thoufands, whe vainly imagine that Chrift
has fulfilled the terms of the /fzcond covenant for us,
end talk of finifked falyatipn, juft as if our Lord had
altually repented -of our fins, believed.in his own
blood, and fulfilled his own evangelical law in our
ftead ; a fatal error this, which makes chriftians law-

E 3 lefs,

(10) + If I fay that penitent believers are compleat in Chrift with
refpet to the firfl covenant ; I do not intimate that fa//en believers,
who eracify the Son of God afrefs, may even commit deliberate murder,
and remain compleas in bim, or rather (as the original means alfo)
filled with bim, Far be the horrid infinvation from the pen and heart
of a Chriftian. I readily grant, that true believers are not lefs dead
to the Adamic law of innocence, than to the ceremonial law of Mofes ;
and that, with refpeét to it, they heartily fay as David, Enter not into
Judgment with thy Jervants, O Lord, for iz thy fight fbail 7o man living
be jufiified. But miftake me not ; I would not infinuate, that they
are lzwkefs, ot only under a rule of life, which they may break with-
out endangering their falvation. No.; they are under the law
Chrifl, the law of liberty, the laww of the fpirtt of life, the royal lavw of
gofpel-holinefs ; and according to t4:s law, they fhall all be rewarded
or punifhed in the day of judgment. Althe’ this law admits of re-
pentance after a fall, at leaft during the dzy of falvation ; and altho®
it does not tondemn us, for not nbeying above our prefent meafure of
‘power ; yet it does not make the leaft allowance for wilful fin, any
more than the Adamic law ; for St. James informs a believer, that
#f be offend in one point, be is guilty of all. And indeed our Lord’s
parable confirms this awful declaration. The favoured fervant,
who had the immenfe debt of ten thoufand taien:s furgiven bim, finned
-againt Chrift’s law only /n one peint, namely, in refufing to have

mercy on his fellow fervant, as his Lord had had compaffion upon
-bim : and for that one offence he was delivered to the tormentors, as
noturioufly guilty of breaking the whole law of liberty and love, If
“be who defpifed the low of Mofes perifbed under two or three aitneffis,
of bow MucCH SORXER PUNISHMENT fhall be be thought wwortly,
wwbo defpifes the law of Chrift. This is the ground of the epiftle to
‘the Hebrews : but who confiders it ? Who believes, that the Son of
-God will command even the unprofitable fervant to be cut afunder ?
Wien the Son of Man comerb fpall be find faith upon the carth 2 Lord !
help my unbclief, .
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lefs, reprefents Chrift as the minifter of fin, and arms
the antinomian fiend with' a dreadful ax, to fell the
trees of righteoufnefs, and cut down the very pillars
of the hpufe of God. ]
" From what has been obferved it follows, that be-
fore any one can believe [to falvation] in the gofpel-
fenfe of the word, he muft be conguinad;/‘ in by the
{pirit of God, John xvi. 8. He mutt feel himfelf a
guilty, loft, and helplefs finner, unable to recover the
favour and inage of God by his own ftrength and
righteoufnefs i A&sii. 37, 38.

This convition and fenfe of guilt make the finnet
come travelling and heawy laden to Chrift, earnefly
claiming the r¢f which he offers to weary fouls, Mat.
xi. 28. This reft the mourner feeks with the con-~
trite publican, in the conftant ufe of all the means of
grace ; endeavouring to bring forth fruit meet for re-

_pentance, till the fame fpirit, that had cenvinced him

of fin, and alarmed his drowfy confcience, convinces
#im alfo of righteoufnefs, John xvi. 8, that is, fhews
him the all-fufficiency of the Saviour’s [ merits or ]
righteoufnefs, to fwallow up his [ + former fins, and]
unrighteoufnefs ; and the infinite value of Chrift’s
meritorious death, to atone for his [+ paft] unholy
jife; enabling him to believe aith the HearY, and
confequently to_fee/ [under the chriftian difpenfation]
that he has an intereft in the Redeemer’s blocd and
righteoufuefs ; [or, that he is favingly interefted in
the merit of all that the Son of God f{uffered, did,
and continues to do for us.

This lively faith, this faith{ aworking by love, is
that ahich is imputed for righteoufnefs, Rom. 1v. 3, and

that

(x1) + Without the words former and paff, the fentence Jeaned
‘towards Antinomianifm. It gave fallen believers room to conclude,
that their future or grefent unholy lives were unconditionally atoned
for ; contrary to St. Paul’s guarded gofpel, God bas fit forth Chrift to
ke a propitiation, to declare bis rightecufncfs for the remiffion of fins THAT
ARE PasT. Here is no pleafing innuende, that the prefent, or future
fins of Jacdicean backfliders, ¢ are for ever and for ever cancelled,”

(12) 1 This is the very do&trine of the wanutes and of the checis,
Ts it not aftonifhing, that Mr. Hill theuld defirc me to publith my
Lxrmon, as ¢ the beff confutation” of both !
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that whereby a foul is born of God [according to
the + chriftian difpenfation of the gofpel. ] 1 Jehn v. 1.
By this faith the Fchriﬁian] believer being [ftrongly]
united to Chrift, as a member to the body, becomes
entitled to [a much larger fhare in] the benefit of all
that our Lord did and fuffered ; and in confequence
of this [ftrong] vital unicn with him, who is the
fource of all goodnefs, he derives a [degree of | power
till then unknown, to do good works truly fo cailed :
as a grafr, which is [ftrongly] united to the fock that
bears it, draws from it new fap, and power to bring
forth fruit in [greater] abundance.

[O

(13) 1 The judicious reader will eafily perceive, that the additions
made to this, and fome other paragraphs of my old fermon, are in-
tended to guard the inferior difpenfations of the gofpel.  Are there
ot degrees of faving faith, inferior to the faith of the chriftian gof-
- pel ? And are not thofe degrees of faith confiftent with the moft
profound ignorance of the hiftory of our Lord’s fufferings, and confe-

quently with any explicit knowledge of the atonement, Altho’ man.
'kind in general had fome confcioufnefs of guilt, and a confufed idea
of propitiatory facrifices ; and altho® all the Jewith facrifices and pro-
Thecies pointed to the great atonement ; yet how few, even among
the pions Jews, feem to have had a clear belief that the Mefliah
would put awway fin by the Sacrifice of bimfelf ! How unreafonable is it
then to confine the gofpel to the explicit knowledge of Chrift's aton-
ing fufferings, to which both the prophets and apoftles were once fuch
firangers ! Dces not St, Peter intimate that the prophets [iarched, to
little purpofe, wwhat the Spirit fignified, awben it teflified before band the
Sufferings of Cbrift 5 fince it was revealed to them, that wot unto them-
Jkzes, bur unta us, they did minifler the things, awbich are now reported
in the chriftian gofpel > 1 Peter i. 11, 32. And how abfurd is it to
fuppofc, that nothing is gofpel, buta do&rine, which the firft preach-
ers of the chriftian gofpel knew little or nothing of, even while they
preached the gofpel under our Lord’s immediate dire€tion ? Did net
John the Baptift exceed in evangelical knowledge, all that avere born
of women # Were the Apoftles much inferior to him, when they had
been three years in Chrift’s fchool ? Did not our Lord fay to them,
Bleffed are your eyes for they fee, and your ears Sfor they bear 5 for werily
. majy prophets and righteous men bave defired to [e the things that ye [ty
and bawe not feen them 3 and to bear the things that ye bear, and have not
beard them § Again, did he not teftify, that in general they had jufti-
fying faith, i. e, faith working by love ? Did he not fay, Now are ye
clean tiro” the word avbich I bave fpsken unto you — The Father b’.”if‘ If
ket you, becaufe you bave loved iney and believed that I came forth from

Ged &
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T O thou, that profeflelt the chriftian faith, efpe-
cially,] fheaw'me thy faith by thy averks, fays an Apof-
tle: that is, fhew me that thou art grafted in Chrift
[according to the chriftian difpenfationg by ferving
‘God with all thy firength ; by doing all the goad thou
<canft to the fouls and bodies of men with chearfulnefs
by fuftering wrong and contempt with mecknefs ; by
flighting earthly joys, mortifying flethly lufts, having
thy converfation in heaven, and panting every hour
after a clofer union with Chrift, the life of all believ-
ers. If thou doft not bring forth thefe fruits, thou
art not a Chriftian ; thou art not /n Ckrif? a neaw crea-
ture, 2 Cor. v. 17. Thou mayeft talk of faith, and
fuppofe that thou believeft ; but give me leave to tell
thee, that [unlefs thou art in the cafe of the Enauch,
N ‘ who

“God # Nay, did be not {fend them two and two, to preach the gofpel
of the day : The kingdam of beaen is at band : Repent and believe TrE
GospeL ? And would he have fagt them to preach ¢ gofpel to which
they were utter @rangers > But were they ‘not perfeftly ftrangers to
what paffes now for the culy gofpel ? i:hd they the leaft idea that
their Maﬁix[‘o:db;odb‘wu to ;c Ead for them, even after he had faid,
This is the new teflament, wubich is ou and for man
for tbe :?Zni ion g' fins # When he fpoke tojfl‘:ifr&;' his f{ﬂ’erings{
were not they fo far from believing in the atonement which he was
ahout to make, that they were offended at the very idea ? Is not this
cvident from the words of Peter, their chief fpeaker, who began 10 re-
buke bim, faying, Be it far from thee, Lord ; Tkis fball not bappen unte
thee : i, e. Wedo not yet fee the need of thy blood ? Nay, when Chrift
had aétually (hed it, and the aroning work was finifbed 5 far from hav-
ing the jeaft notion about what is called ¢ finijbed falvation,” and
< gofpel> in our day ; did they not fuppofe that all their hopes were
blafted, faying, e trufied that it bad been be, wko frould bave red.emed
Ifracl, Luke xxiv, 217 Thus the very payment of their ranfom, made
them defpair of redemption : So great was their unacquaintednefs
with the doftrine of the atonement, notwithitanding their gofpel-
knowledge, which far exceeded that of moft patriarchs and proghets !
From thefe obfervations may I not conclude : (1) That an explicit
knowledge of Chnft's paffion and atonement, is the prerogative of
the abrifiian gofpel advancing towards perfe€tion ? And (2) that thofe
who make it effential to the cverlafling gofpel, moft dreadfully curtail
it, and indire€tly.doom to bell, not only all the righteous Jews, Turks,
and Heathens, who may now be alive ; bnt alfo almaft all the be-
lievers, who died befoie our Lord’s crucifixion, and fome of the difci-
ples themfelves after his refurreCtion ?
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who fearched the fcriptures even upon a journey ; or
of Cornelius, who fought the Lord in alms-givings,
and prayer ;) if thou believeft at all, {1 fear] it is with
the drunkard’s faith, the whoremonger’s faith, the
devil’s faith, James ii. 19. — From fuch a faith, may
God deliver us, and give us, inftead of this counter-
feit, the faith once delivered unto the faints, the myfiery
of faith kept im a pure confcience ! Get it, O finner,
who beareft a chriftian name, and Chrift and hea-
ven are thine: [but if thou] die without it, {whe-
ther it be by continuing in thy prefent fin and unbe-
lief, or by making fhipavreck of the faith,] thou diet
the fecond death ; thou finkeft in the bottomlefs pit
for'evermore. Mark xvi. 16.

Having thus given you an acceunt of both cove-
nants, and laid before you the condition [or term] of
each ; namely, for the fr#, a finlefs, uninterrupted
obedience to all the commands of che holy, fpiriteal,
{and Adamic] law of God, performed by ourfelves
{without the leat mediatorial aflitance:] and for the
JSecond, a lively faith'in Chiift -[rhe Jight of the aworld,
according to the gofpel-difpenfation we are onder;}
by which faith the virtoe of Chrift’s alive and paffive
obedience ro the law [of innocence] being imputed
to us, and applied to our hearts, we are made »ew
creatures, born agaim, and created in Chrift Jefus unto
good works, without which there can be no lively faith
{under any of the divine difpenfations :] and having
( by that important diftin&ion of the two graand cove-
nants] removed a great deal of rubbifh out of the way ;
{ hope it will not be difficult to prove, under the

Secoxp Heanp,

That the way of falvation by fuch a lively faith
only, or; which is the fame, by the covenant of grace
{alone,] is the one way that leads to life, according
to the bible and our articles of religion.

If you afk all the pharifees, all the felf.righteous
Heathens, Turks, Jews, and Papifts in the wzrld,

which
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which is the way of falvation ? [with too many igno-
rant Proteftants] they will anfwer, [without making
the lcalt mention of repentance and faith] ¢ Thro’
doing good works, and leading a good life :” That
is, ** Thro’ the cavenant of works ;> flatly contrary

to what I have proved in the firt part of this difcourfe;

namely, that by the avorks Z/‘ the law, by the firft co-
venant, fhall no flefh living be jufiified, Gal. ii. 16. Or
if they bave yet fome fenfe of modefly, if they are not
quite loft in pride, [fuppofing them Chrifians] they
will varnifh over the blafphemy [which I fear is indi~
rettly couched under their boafting {peech, ] with two
ar three words shout God’s mercy. ¢ Why, fay they,
¢ it is to be hoped, we fhall all be faved by endea-
¢ vouring to lead good lives, and de good works :
« And if that will net do, God's mercy in Chrift will

" ¢¢ da the reft,” Which means neither more nor lefs
than this: ¢ We are ftill to be fgved by the covenant
* of warks, by putting on, {finful snd guilty as we
“ are,] the robe of our own [pharifaic, anti-evange-
¢¢ licel, Chriftlefs] righteoufnefs ; and if it happen to
¢ be too fhort, or to have fome holes, Chrit [whom

¢ we are willing to make the omega, byt not the elpha;
*“ the /aff, but not the firf,] will in mercy tear his
¢ {potlefs robe {of merits, ] to patch up and lengthen
<¢ ours.” [And this they fay, it is to be feared, with-
out the lealt degree of gemuine repentance towards
God, and heare-f3k faith in aur Lord Jefus Chrift.]
O how many dream of getting ta heaven in this fool’s
coat, [this abfurd drefs of a chriftian Pharifee |] How
many, by thus blending the two covenants, which are
as incompatible as fire and water, try to make for
themfelves a third covenant, that never exiited but in
their proud imagination! In a word, how many are
there, who fay or think : We mult be faved partly by
[the covenant of ] works, and partly by [the covenant
of ] grace | giving the lic to God and my text! over-
turning at once the gofpel and proteftantifm! - No,
no: ifg a remnant is Javed, it is by the covenant of
[gofpel-]grace ; and if by [gofpel-]grace, then it is
no

-

~
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no more [by the covenant] of works ; otherwife grace
is no more [gofpel-Jgrace. But if it be [by the co-
wvenant] of works, then it is no more [gofpel-]zrace ;
otherwife work is no more [anti-evangelical] work :
[for the moment obedience is the awork of faith, it can
no more be oppofed to faith and gofpel-grace, than
the fruit of a tree can be oppofed to the tree, and the
fap by which it is produced.} .

But, te the law and the tcftimory ! Do the oracles of
God, or the writings of our Retormers, dire& us for
falvation to the covenant of works, or to a third co-
venant of [anti-evangelical + ] works and [evangeli-
cal] grace patched up together ? Do they not entirely
and invariably point as to the covenant of grace alone?

Hear firft the word of the Lord. He that seLIEV~
ETH on the Son [according to the light of the difpen-
fation he is under} hatk ¢veriafiing life : He that Be-
‘LIBVETH NOT, Jhall not fee lifz, but the awrath of God
abideth on him, John iii. 36. — When the trembling
jailer cries out, What muft I do to be faved ? Paul and
Silas anfwer, BELI&VE iz the Lord Jefus Chriff, and
‘thou fhalt be faved, A&s xvi. 31.~—God fo loved the
avorld, {ays St. John, that ke gave his only begotten Son,
that whofoever BELISVETH in him, fhowld nor perifh,
but have everlafling life. John iii. 16. — By crace,
fays St. Paul, ye are [initially] javed thro’ FatTH, and
that not of yourfelves, it is the gift of God ; not {by the
covenant] of works, [nor yet by the proper merit of
any works, ] /e any man fhonld boaft [us the Pharifee ;

- all

(24) + I add the word aati-evangelical, to point out the rife of
the miftake of fome pious proteftants, who, being carried away by an
injudicious zeal for the firft gofpel-axiom, and mifled by the concife-
nefs of the Apottle’s ftyle, get upon the pinnacle of the antinomian
babel, and thence decry a// works in general ; unhappily quoting St,
Paul 1n confirmatien of their error.  Although it is evident, that the
Apottle never excladed from the gofel-plan of falvation by grace, any
works but the wwerks of unbelief, and fometimes pleaded for the sverks
of faith, and for the immenfe rewards, with which they fhall be
crowned, in far ftronger terms than St. James himfelf ; denouncing
indignation and ewrath, tribulativn and anguifp upon EVERY S0V of
auan that negle&s them, or deth evil. Rom. ii,




( 48 )

all who defpife the way of faith, and put the inftro.
mental caufes in the room of the firft and properly me-
ritorious caufe of our falvaticn, being no better than
boafling Pharilces.] For to him that aorket): [without
applying to the throne of grace, as an hell-deferving
finner] is the reward not reckoned of [evangelical] grace,
but of [logal] debt : but to him, that worketh not [upon
the footing of the firft covenant ;] to him, who fees
that he cannot [cfcape hell, mucn lefs] get heaven,
by [fetting] his good works, [if he has any, on the
Redeemer’s throne ;] but belieweth [as a loft finner, ]
on him that juftificth the ungodly ; his Fa118 is counted
for righteou/ne/s : he is faved by [obedient] rFaiTH,
which is the conpiTiox of the covenant of grace,
Rom. iv. 4.

Thus fpeak the Scriptures, and, blefled be God |
thus fpeak alfo our liturgy and articles.

In the ab/olution the prieit declares, that [in the day
of converfion] God pardoneth and abjelveth, that is,
faveth, g3 not thofe [moralifts] who [being athamed
to repent, and fcorning to believe the gofpel, endea-
vour to] lead a good iife to get a pardon [by their
own merits : ] Cp but all thofe, who truly repent and un-
feignedly believe his holy gojpel 5 that is, all thofe, who,
by true repentance renounce [together with their fins]
all dependance upon the covenant of works ; and by
a faith unfeigned fly for refuge only to [God’s mercy
in Chrift, which is fo kindly offered to finners in] the
covepant -of grace. Hence it is that in the commu-
nion-fervice, we are commanded to pray, That, &y 7/e
merits and death of Chrift, and thra’ faith in his blood,
awe and all the whole church, may obtain remiffion of fins,
and all other benefits of his paffion.

T'his holy doétrine is moit clearly maintained, and
ftrongly eftablithed in the ixth, xth, xith, xiith, and
xiiith of our articles of religion. And upon thefe five
pillars, it will remain unfhaken, as long as the church
of England fhall ftand.

The ixth fhews, that fince the fall of Adam, *¢ t/¢
corrupticn of our nature defirves God’s awrath and dum-

nation ;*
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nation;” fo that [being confidered without the free
gift, that came upon all men in Chrift unto juftifica-
tion of life, Rom. v. 18.] we are, of ourfelves, evil
trees ready for the axe of death, and the fire of hell.

The xth adds, that we cannot confequently get
grace and glory, that is, fave ourfelves, by bearing
good fruit [thro” our original powers, according to
the firft covenant] becaufe an evil tree can only pro-
duce evil fruit: — [And, that ¢ ae have no power
10 do avorks acceptable to God, awithout the grace of God
by Chrift preventing usy”* according to the fecond co-
venant. | .

The xith affirms, that we are faved, that is, accepted
of God, changed, and made good trees, trees of the
Lord’s planting, only for the merit of our Lord Jefus
Chrift by faith, and not for our onwn works and dejerv-
ings : 1% as we can do no good works, before we are
[at leaft] in a ftate of [initial] falvation, <y Make t/e
zree [in fome mealure] good, fays our Lord, and iss
Sfruit fhall [in fome degree] be good. [In our infancy
we are freely blefled with afeed of light from Cérift,
the light of men; and at the fame time, we are freely
juttified from the’ damning guilt of original corrup-
tion. As we grow up, and perfonally repent and ée-

liewe in the light after a perfonal fall, we are again-

freely pardoned, Thus, fo long at leaft as the accepted
tome, and the day of falvation laft,] God has firit
[in fome degree] refpe to our perfons in Chrift, and
then to our facrifices or works [of faith.] Heb. xi. 4.

Gen. iv. 4, 5. o
The xiith declares, that good works, works which
neccffarily follow [at leaft the] free juftification [of
1ufants,] do not ferve o0 put away [or atone for] fin ;
but to declare the truth of our faith ; ¢ infomuch that
ly them a lively fuith may be as evidently known, as a
tree dijecrned by the fruit”” A uee is firlt planted, and
then it brings forth fruit: g3 A believer is firft faved,
[i. e. freely made partaker of initial falvation] and
inen he does good works. sy [A lively faith necef-
farily produc.sthem, tho’ a believer does not necefla-
.o rily

F
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rily perfevere in a lively fajth :] If he does them not,
his faith is dead ; it is not [#oaw 3 living and] faving -
faith.; ke is no [longer ap ohedient] believer ; [but
an antinomian or an apoftate, a Demas or a Judas.]
The xiiith infifts upon thar point of doétrine, whifh
confounds.the Pharifees in all ages, and lays our vir-
tuous. pride in the duft before God : Ngunely, thgt,
[wheu we have finned away the juftification t+ of in-
taots] 5 warks done before [that] juflification [is re-
ftored,] éefore faith alone has put us [again] into a
ftate of [initial] falvasion, not only db nas fiz us to re-
ceive grace, but hawe in themfelves the nature of fin, [nay
of the worft of fins, fpiritual pride, and pharifaic hy-
pocrify : ] and confequently deferve death, the wages of
fin, fo far [are they] from meriting grace and glory.<y
This is agreeable to reafon as well as to fcripture ;
for if, of ourfelves, as fays our Church, [iv e. before
any degree of grace is inftilled into our infant-hearts,
or

(15) 1 Thofe who flart at every expreflion they are not ufed to,
will afk if our Church admits the juftification of infants, I anfwer 3
Undoubtedly, fince her clergy by her direction fay over myriads of in»
fants, ¢ We yield thee bearty thanks, mofi merciful Fatber, that it bas
pleafed thee to regenerate this infant with thy boly Spirit, to receive bim
Jor thy own childy &c. And in her catechifm fhe teaches all children
“to fay, as foon as they can fpeak, I beartsly thank our beavenly Fatber,
that be bath called me to this fate of [alvaticn, If my objefor urges,
that our Church puts thofe words only in the mouth of baptized chil-
dren 5 I reply : True, becaufe fhe inftrufts no others. But why does
fhe admit to baptifm a// the children that are born within her pale ?
Does the not vindicate her practice in this refpet, by an appeal to our
Lord’s kind command : ¢ Ler Jitele cheldren come unto me, and firbid
them not, for of fuch is the kingdem of beaven?™  This I had not con-
fidered, when I faid in my 4ppeal, p. 186, that our Church returns
thanks for the regeneration of baptized infants anly [I fhould have faid
chiefly] upon a charitable fuppofition, &c. For it is evident that fhe
dees it alfo upon Chrift’s gracious declaration, Mark x. 13, &c. the pie-
cious gefpel of her office, upon which the comments jn a manner moft
tavourable to chilcren ; concluding her charge on the occafion by thefe
words 3 Wherefire, awe being thus perfuaded of the Goop wiry of our
beavenly Fatker towards this [unbaptized] infant, declared by bis Son
Jfus Chrifty and nothjrg doubting, &c. Thefe words 1 had not at-
tended to, -when I wrote my Appeal. I take this firft opportunity
«f acknowledging my miftake, which fhal] be rectified in the next

ition,
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or before God freely vifits us again when we have
perfonally fallén away from him,] awe canxor by onr
good works [fo called) prepare onrfelves to faith : If we
are fuch crab trees, as cam bring forth no apples, [with-
ont the grace of God by Chrift prevenring us, that we
may have a good will, and avorking avith us when we
have that good awill, it is plain that] by producing as
many crabs, 5i, e. as many works of unbehef]gns
[blafpheming | Paul before his converfion ; and of as
fine a colour, dnd &s large a fize, 85 thofe which the
felf-righteous Plfarif¢e bore; we cannot change oor
own nature, nor force from outfelves the fweet fruit
of one [truly] good work : ¢ Many who have not the
¢ true faith,” fays oar Church, yer flourifh in avorks of
mercy. Bat they that fhine in good aworks [fo called]
without faith, are like dead imen, who have goodly and
precious tombs : Or, to carry on the allegory of our
Reformers, the fine crabs which fuch people produce,
pleafe the eye of the fpeQator, who thinks them good
apples; but God, who fees their hearts, taftes in the
deceitful fruic nothing but the fournefs of a crab.
Such crabs are the alms of whoremongers, the pray-
crs of unjuft perfons, the public worthip of fwearers
and drunkards, the tithes and fafts + of Pharifees.

Ifa. i. 11, &c.
t>> Having thus fhewn you, how felf-righteous,
unawakened finners dream of falvation, either by the
covenant of works, or by a third imaginary covenant,
in which two incompatible things [pharifaical ] works
and [evangelical]] grace, [antichriftian] merits and
mercy [in Chrift] are jumbled together ; and having
proved by plain, unanfwerable paflages, and by the
39 articles, that the gofpel and our Charch thew us,
falvation cannot be attained, but under the fecond
covenant, that is, 4y [obedient] faith ondy, and not by
“F 2 [the

(16) 1 Here is a thort enumeration of the good works, fo called,
which T decry in this fermon, Had my opporient confidered it, he
would never have fuppofed, that my difcourfe is * the beft refutation’”
of what I have advanced in the Checks, in favour of the good works
maintained by St. James and Mr. Wefley.
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[the covenant of ] works ; 1 beg leave to recapitulate
the whole in three articles, which contain the fum of
the gofpel, and of the do€trine that I have conftantly
preached among you; and am determined to preach,
God being my helper, till my tongue cleave to the
roof of my mouth, 4+ [unlefs a flaw can be found] in
any of them, by the word of God or the articles of
our Church. 5y

Upon the proofs before advanced,. I folearnly de-
clare and publicly affirm : (1.) That there is no fal-
vation to.be attained by [the covenant of] works fince
the fall. The beft man having broken an handred
times the firft covenant, deferves an hundred times
damnation by his works, and can no more be faved
from hell by his obedience to God’s law [of inno-
cence] than a thief can be faved from the gallows, by
the civil law which condemns him to be hanged.

(2.) [Refpe&ing the primary and properly merito-
rious caufe of our falvation, from firlt to laft] wwe are
Javedy as it is written in our eleventh article, oxly for
the merit of our Lord Fefus Chrift by faith, and nct
Sar our aworks or defervings : And, that [in the day
of converfion] e are jupified by faith only, is a r1o?
awholefome dofirine, and wery fall of comfort : Yea the
only dotrine that can melt down the heart of faxers,
and make them conftantly zealous of all forts of good
-works, [if it is not made to fuperfede the juitification
.of believers by the ewidence of works, both in the day
cof trial and in the day of judgment: A dodtrine this,
which few jantinomians are daring €nough &irectiy
. to oppofe.] . T
) : (3.) As

(17) + The words enclofed in brackets are in my manufeript,
and were written feveral years ago, when, laoking over my fernion, 1
thought they favoured more of chriftian mcdefty than thefe, which
Mr, Hill has in his copy : [And bere I give a public challeng: to any
man living to find a flaw] I challenge no body now, but I promufe, that
if any man living will be kind enough, to fhew me my errors by pluix
fcripture, and fo/id argument, he fhall have my fincete thanks, For if
I know my heart; pure and unmixt truth is the obie&t of my defircs,
and controverfial purfuits. . . .
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(3-) Asall mankind are condemned by the cove-
nant of works, Ze that belivveth not {in the light of his
difpenfation] being condemned already : t% and as by
the covenant of grace, there is no falvation to be had
but in Chrift thro’ faith: fo there is no mixing thofe
two coyenants without renouncing Chrift and his gof-
pel. He that ftands with ‘one foot upon the covenant
of works, and with the other foot upon the covenant
of grace; [he that talks of divine mercy, while his
heart continuves as regardlefs of it as if he were fin-
lefs ; he that ends his prayers by the name of Chrift,
while he remains unconcerned about his fallen ftate,]
is in the moft eminent danger of eternal ruin. 0y He
that fays, *“I will do firft what [ can to merit heaven,
¢ I will do my beft ; and Chrift, I hope, will do the
¢¢ reft; and God, 1 truft, will have mercy upon me,”
is yet withoat {a known] God, and witﬁout [an ap-
plied] Chrift in the world : be knows neither the na-
ture of God’s law, nor that of Chrift’s gofpel.

[This is, 'my dear hearers, the fubftance of the rhres
articles, which, eleven years ago [ publicly laid down
in this Charch, as the ground of the doétrine which
I had preached, 4nd was determined fill to preach
among you. And I folemnly declare, that, to this day, -
T have not fecn the leaft caule to r¢e# any one of
them as erronceus : Tho’ 1 muft confefs, that 1 have
found abundant reafon particularly to guard the fe-
cond, againit the daring attacks, that antinomians in
principle, or in pra&ice, make upon St. James’s un-
defiled religion. To retarn :]

We are undoubtedly obliged to do what we can, and
to ufe the means of grace at all [proper] times and
in all [convenient] places; but, to reft in thofe means
[like the Pharifees;] to fuppofe that they will fave
us ; and, upon this fuppofition, to be eafy without
the experience of [converting] grace in our hearts, is
very abfurd, It is a miftake as foolith as that of the
man, who fuppofes that his garden will be the more
fruitful for pipes, which convey no water ; or that his
body can be refrethed by empty cups.

F3 The
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The -language of a penitent finner is, * Lord,
¢ I pray,.and hear [thy word ;] I faft, and receive
.¢¢ [the commemorative tokens of thy paflion ;] [ give

¢¢ alms, and keep the fabbath ; but after all, [ am an
¢ unprofitable fervant. — [ I muft awork out my own
¢ falvation with fear and trembling, and yet] aithout
““ thee I can do nothing ; 1 cannot change my heart ;
¢¢ I cannot root up from my breaft the defire of praife,
¢ the thirft of pleafure, and the hankering after gold,
¢ vanity, beauty, or fenfual gratifications which [
¢ continually feel : — [Without thee] I cannot force
“¢ my ftubborn heart to repent, believe, and love ; to
¢ be meek and lowly, calm and devout. Lord deli-
¢ ver me from this body of death; Lord, jawe or I
¢ perifh.”’ :

Chrift will have all the glory [worthy of him] or
none. We mauft be + wholly faved by him, or loft for
ever : [for althe’ we muft be co-avorkers awith him, by
walking religioufly in good works ; and if we are not,
we fhall have our portion with the aorkers of iniquity ;
yet it is ke that wworketh in us, as in morallagents, otk

a A

" to will and to do of kis good pleafure. It is he that ap-

points, and blefles all the inferior means of our {alva-
tion, therefore all the glory properly and originally
belongs to him alone.] . :

[All our pardons flow down to us, in the ftreams of
his precious blood. All our life, light, and power,
are nothing but emanations from him, who is 74¢
fountain of life, the fun of righteou/nefs, the avijdom and
power of God, and in a word, Fehowvak our righteous-
refs. All that gracious rewardablene/s of the works of
faith, all that aptitade of our fprinkled obedience unto
cternal life, all that being avorthy, which he himfelf -
condefcends to fpeak of, Rev. iii. 4, and Luke xx.
35, {pring nct only from his gracious appointment, but
trom his overflowing merits. A comparifon will il-
luftrate my meaning.]

You

(18) + See the futt note upon the word merely. — N. B, Here
hegins the greateft addition to my old fermon, 1t is in favour of free
£ ucr, and runs thro® fourteen paragraphs,
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You fee the chearful lizht that Bows in upon us
[ 3 P

" thro’ thofe windows, and renders the plafs as bright

as this fpring day. You know, that this brightuefs
in the -glafs 18 not from the glafs, which was totally
dark fome hours ago ; a fit emblem THEN of 14e works
af darknefs, the works of unbelief . fuch works being
as much devoid of rewardablenefs, as thofc panes were
of light at midnight. Let us not forget then, that if
our works are gracioully rewarded, it is only when
they ace the works of fzith, whole peculiar property -
it 1s freely to admit the merits of Chritt, and the
beams of the fun of rightesu/nefs 5 jult as it is the pro-
perty of the tranfparent matter, which compofes thefe
windows, necefarily to admit the genial warmth and
chearful rays of the natural fun.]

[If I admire a poor widow, gladly cafting her latt
mite into the treafury ; or a martyr, generoufly giv-
ing his body to blood-thirfty executioners ; it is only
becaufe their lively faith receives, and their pure cha-
rity reflets the light of him, who, for our fake, be-
came poor; and for our fake joyfully furrendered to
his bloody murderers. But altho’ thisNimage of our
Lord’s meritorious holinefs and {ufferings, does great
honour to the faints who refleét it ; yet, the praife of
it originally and properly belongs to him alone.]

[An illaftration will make you fenfible of it. You
bave feen a glafs perfettly refleting the beauty of a
perfon placed over agaihft it, you bave admired the
elegant proportion of features, which compofed her
beauty : but did you ever fee any man fo void of
good fenfe, as to fuppole, that the beauty was origi-
nally in the glafs which refleCted it ; or that the lovely
appearance exilled without depending on its origi-
nal ; or that it robbed the living beauty of her pecu-
liar glory @ And fhall any, on the one hand, be fo
full of voluntary humility, as to maintain, that Chrift
is dithonoured by the deriwed avorthines of the works
of faith, whofe office it is to receive, embrace, and
troft in the Redeemer’s original and proper merit ?
Shall -any, on the other hand, be fo full of pharifaic

pride
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pride as to fancy, that the diftinguithing exceHence
of our good works, if we have any, fprings from, or
terminates in ourftlves ? No, my brethren : As rivers
flow back to the fea, and lofe themfelves in that im-
menfe refervoir of waters, whence they had their ori-
gin ;s fo let all the ¢ rewardable condecency” + of
our evangelical obedience flow back to, and lofe itfelf
in the boundlefs, and bottomlefs ocean of our Lord’s
original and proper merits.]

[He, He alone is worthy—properly worthy ! Worthy,
— {upremely avorthy is the Lamb that awas flain ! Let
us then always fay, with the humble men of old, Our

oods are wothing unto thee, our good works cannot pof-
fibly benefit thee. What have we, great God, that we
hawve not received from thy gracious hand ? And fhall
we keep back part of thy inconteftable property, and
impioufly wear thy robes of praife ! Far be the fpiri-
tual facriledge from every pious breaft! As thine is
all the kingdom and power 5 {0 thine be all the glory for
ever and ever !]

[If therefore, my brethren, we have the honour of
Sfilting up that awhich is behind of the afflitions of Chrifp
in our flefh, for his body’s fake, awkich is the Church ; —
If ave are even offired upon the facrifice of each other’s
Saith ; let us dread as blafphemy the wild thought of
completing, and perfedting our Lord’s infinitely com-
plete, and perfecl atonement. As God, who is infi-
nite in himfelf, was not made greater by the immenfe
bulk of created worlds; nor brighter by the thining
perfe&tions of countlefs myriads of angels and funs :
50 the infinite value of that ome offering, by avhich
Chrifl has for ever perfeded in atoningb merits them
that are Janilified, is not augmented by the works
of all the faints, and the blood of all the martyrs.

And

(19) + 1 need not inform my judicious readers, that I ufe the un-
couth, barbarian expreffion of Dr. Owen, “ rewardable condecency,’
to convey the meaning of our Lord, when he gracioufly fpeaks of our
meriting or being worthy, If fick perfons will not take a draught but
out of a certain cup, made in the height of a queer fathion, we muft
pleafe them for their good,
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And as the heat of the fire adds nothing to the nacure
of the fire, or the beams of the fun to the fun : {o the
righteoufnefs of the faints does not encreafe that of
Chrift, nor adds their holinefs any thing to his per-
fonal excellence. ] :

[Keep we then at an awful diftance from the gulph,
which felf-righteous Pharifees fet between themf{elves,
and the juftifier of thofe, who, like the contrite pub-
lican, are fenfible of their ungodlinefs. With indig-
nation rife we againtt the delufion of the Romanilits,
who countenance the abfurd and impious doctiine of
indulgenees, by the worfe than pharifaic doftrine of
their wvorks of fupererogation. Let us not only receive,
and defead in a fcriptural manner, the important ar-
ticles of our Church, which I have alrecady mention-
ed ; but with undaunted courage before men, and
with penitential contrition before God, let us ftand to
our xivth article, which teaches us, after our Lord, to
fay before the throne of inflexible juftice, refulgent
holinefs, and dazzling glory, We are unprofitable fer-
wants, even when ave have done all that is commanded
use In point of #ri& equivalence our’ beft works of
faith, our holieft duties, cannot properly merit the
leaft heavenly reward. Buat, O! may the humbling
truth keep us for ever in the duft! in point of fric?
juftice our every bad work properly deferves infernal
tormeats. ] . :

[Therefore, while we earneltly contend for practical,
-pure, undefiled religion, take we the greateit care, not
to obfcure the genuine doftrines of grace. With meek-
nefs let us maintain unto blood, the honour of our
Saviour’s merits, againit the hypocritical fons of vir-
tuous pride, who calt the deftruttive veil of unbelief
over the invaluable facrifice of his body. And in our
little fphere, let every one of us teftify with the be-
loved difciple, God so lowed the avorid, that ke gave his
only begotten Son, in whom he is well pleafed with us
and for whofe fake he works in us to repent, believe,
aod obey ; whea-we yield to the drawings of his
grace, and concur with his fpirit in the work of our
talvation. ] {Thre?
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[Thro’ that dear Redeemer then, we receive all the
favours, which the Father of mercies beftows upon us.
Are our hearts foftened ! It is thro’ the influence of
his preventing grace. Are our fins blotted out? Tt
is through the fprinkling of his atoning blood. Are
our fouls renewed ? It is by the communication of his

powerful righteoufnefs. Are we numbered among -

‘God’s adopted children, and made partakers of his
‘Toving fpirit ? It is thro’ a faith that receives him as
the light of the wworld, and the Jifz of men.

[ The very graces, which the Spirit works in us;
and the fruits of holinefs, which thofe graces produce
in our hearts and lives ; are accepted ‘only for Chrift’s
fake. It is he, who prefents them to God, fprinkled
with his precious blood, and perfauthed with his me-
ritorious interceflion. Nor are the defets of our
holieft things, any other way atoned for, than by the
full porfe®t and fufficient fatrifice, oblation, and fa-
tisfa&tion, which he made upon the crofs for the fins
‘of the whole world.] ,

[For Chrift’s fake God has annexed certuin rewards
‘of grace and glory, to the works of faith which Chrift's
fpirit excites us to; and, I repeat it, for the fake of
Chritt only, we receive the rewards promifed to hum-
ble, evangelical, {prinkled obedience, All chriftian
believers fay, Not ave, but the grace of God in Chriff :
So far as their tempers and ations have been good,
they cry out, Thou haff wrought all our works in us.
‘They all thout, Chriff ¥oRr us5, and Chriff 1N us, the
‘hope of glory. They all afcribe falvation to the Lamb ;
and while they caff their crowns of righteoufnefs and
glory at his feet, they join in the grand chorus of the
Church : 7o kim that loved us, and wafhed us from our
Sfins in ki onwn blood, and hath made us kings and priefts
unto God and his Father, to him be glory and dominion, for
-ver and ever.  Thus all is Chnit 5 nothing without,
‘nothing befides him. In a word, he is to believers, as
the Apottle jottly calls him, aLL 1n aLL.] .

[Indeed in maintaining the do@rine of free grace,
1 cannot but go even farther than our miftaken bre-

thren,
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thren, who fuppofe themfelves the only advocates for
it. They muft forgive me, if I cannot be of their fen~
timent, when they infinuate, that they fhall abfolusely
and mecefarily be faved. For as reafon diates, that
abfolute meceffity. vanithes before free grace ; fo Chritt
charges his deareft eleft to fzar God as a righteons
judge, who can caff body and foul into kell ; yea, who
can do it jufly. No gracious promife therefore is
made them, whofe fulfilment, in heaven as well as
upon earth, is not all of grace as well as of truth, and
all thro’ the merits of Chrift.]

[O ye precious merits of my Saviour, and thou free
grace of my God ! I, for one, fhall want you, as long
as the fun or moon endureth. Nay, when thofe lu-
minaries fhall ceafe to fhine, I fhall wrap myfelf in
you ; my tranfported foul fhall grafp you ; my infati-
ate fpirit thall plungeinto your unfathomable depths ;
and while I fhall run the never-ending circle of my.
blefled exiftence, my overflowing blifs fhall {pring
from you ; my gratefal heart (hall leap thro’ your im-

ulfe, my exulting tongue fhall fhout your praife, and
fﬂ)all firike my golden harp to your eternal honour-.]

[Nay, this very day, I publicly fet my feal again ta
the important truths contained in the following fcrip-
tures : | There is no other name [ no other deferving per-
fon] under heaven, given to men avhereby awe may [ProO-
PERLY] &e faved in whole or in part, but only the
name [or perfon] of Jesus Curist. He trod the wine-
prefs of God’s wrath alone, and of the people there was
none with him He alone is a Saviour, and there is none
befides him. [If he that converts a finner, is faid to
SAVE a_foul from death, it is becaufe he has the honor
of being the Saviour’s agent, and not becaufe he is
the * or1GINAL cause” of any man’s falvation.]

5 Wo then to thofe, who teach finners the double
way, the pharifaic way, the + [felf-righteons] way of

- falvation,

(20) 1 Eleven years ago I faid the popifb away : 1 drop the expref=’
fion now as favouring of proteftant-bigotry, Tho® the papifts lean in
general to that extreme, yet many of tnem have known and taught
the way of falvation by a faith that interefts us in the Redeemer’s

merits 3
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falvation, partly by man's [antichrifiian] merits [ac-
cordirg to the firlt covenant,] and partly by the [pro-
per] iterits of Jefus Chrift [according to the fecond. ]
If e, or an angel from heaven, fays-St. Paul, preack
any other gofjel unto you, than that awkich awe have
preacked, vamely, that ave are fawed [i. e. pardoned,
abfclved, and fan&tified] &y grace, thro’ faith [which
aworketh b. leve)] and that not of ourfelwes, [not with-
out an atoning prieft and the Szirit heiping our infir-
mities] not [by the covenant] of avorks : ir is the [gol-
-pel-1gift of Ged—let hum be accurfed, Gal. i. 8.] <y
> He really denies his Saviour, and tears the
feamlefs rebe of Chrift’s righteoufnefs, who patches it
with the rags of his own [anti-evangelical, faithlefs]
righteoufnefs, [Or, to fpeak without metaphor, he
denies our Lord’s meritorious fulfilling of the law
ef innocence, he defpifes the Saviour’s compleat
obfervance of the Adamic law of works, who being
forgetful of his aggravated 'guilt, and regardlefs of
his palpable impotence, refufes to fubmit to the law
of taith, and to embrace the covenant of grace with
an ardor becoming a poor, felf-condemned, loft, and
undone finner. Nay, I go farther ftill: ] he takes away
[or obftruéts] all the efficacy of Chrift’s atoning blood,
who pretends to mend it by adding thereto the filthy
drops of his own [anti-evangelical, pharifaic] good-
nefs, [in order to make a more complete fatisfadtion
to divine juftice.] gy
It is mere blajphemy againfi divine mercy, fays our
Church, and great derogation to the blood-fhedding of our
Sawionr, 10 fuppofe that our eworks can DESERVE, or
PURCHASE t0 us remiffion of fins, and confequent'y fal-
vation, No: it is beffowwed on BELIEVERS of the fiee
grace and mercy of God, by the mediation of the tluod of
his

merits 3 many have difcovered and attacked felf-righteoufnefs in its
noft deceitful appearances, Many have lived and died in the moft
profound humility. I would no more be a bitter proteftant, damning
all the papifis in a Jump ; than a bitter papift, anathematizing ajl
proteftants without exception, :
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is _fon JFefas CheiR, avithont merit or deferving ok their
part, [altho® not without the evangelical worthinefs,
which their faith derives from that dear Redeemer. )
Hom. on Fafing.

To conclude : By the covenant of works man has
all the glory of his own falvation. Faith [ira Re-
dccmerfis made of no effe€t ; Chrift is entirely fet
afide, dnd works are placed in thé Mediator’s throne.
~— According to the tmagindry, mixt eovenast of fal-
vétion by our own good works [fo called, or to fpeak
with propriety, by our own faithfefs, hypocritical
works] mended, [as we think,] with [fome onferip-
tural notions and expreflions about] CThrift’s merits ;
man hasthe rirst thare of theglory ; Chrift has anly
man’s leavings ; {the Redeemer is aHowed to be the
glaﬁ Bat not the f##; the omega but not the alpha :

he two covenants are confounded ;] works and faith
[or rather, faithlefs works and faith, gracelefs works
4nd -grdee ]- contiary t6 my text, and indeed to com-
mon fenfe, come in together for a part of the honoar
[as if they were the primary meritorions ¢anfe of our
falvation : whereas the good works of faith themfelves
are at beft only the fecondary, evidencing caufc of our
final falvatiom 4]. - . :

e T G - - But
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(21) *f SHould a ptejudiced Reader chhrpé me with having mived
the “ﬁ covenants i iy Chiecks in oppofitlon to the dottrine of this
“difeonrfe ;' Should he fay, that T have taught the double way of works
and faith i, e, of Sfaitblefs avorks and fieh, I proteft againft the ground-
tefs” affettitng, and appeal to all'my candid Readers, whether T have
not conftantly ‘pointed-dut the one gofpel-wag to heaven, the good old
‘way of ¥A1TH, tbich woRkETH by-love.” An unfeigned Faith in
Chrifyy aécotding to the light of our difgenfation, a faith thewn by
evangeliéal works, is the fcripthral condition 6f ‘the covenant of grace,
which 1 hrave 4Tl alorg infifted apon : Whereas antl-gvangelical works,
Helped ouit by a Feigned faith, are th&'im!ginary'cox‘xaition of the mixt,
fantattic cqrentant, wyalnit which 1 fo futtly bore m teftithony eleven
years ago, ‘and againft which I Beat 1t now,’ Ify defigning fo to
do, ¥ QGod being my helger, &ill my tongue cleave to the foof of
my mouth,” & : :

As fome perfons thro” the force of ptejudice, and others thio’ fome
natural defeét in their undetftangitig, ‘cannot fee any difference be.
tween rbe wa, bF fuith vworkivy by obelient bpve, which 1 point o:-:th in l:he

) : ecks ;
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But by the gofpel all is fet in a moft beautiful or-
der, and exquifite harmony. The merits and fuffer-
ings of Chnift, the Redeemer of the world, are the
only meritorious, [or as fays our Church, *¢ original}
caufe’® of our falvation. The glory is entirely afcrib-
ed to him ; and he alone fits vpon the throne as a
_Saviour; while proud man has his mouth ftopped, cr
opens it only in the duft to extol redeeming love.

Faith, whofe office it is continually to borrow the me-
) : rits

Checks ; and the avay of works belped out by feigned faith, which I de-
cry in this difcourfe ; T fhall, by a plain illuftration, endeavour to fhow
them the amazing difference. A good king pities two condemned ma-
lefactors juft turned.off ; and, at theprince’s requeft, not only. gets them
_cut down from the gallows, but after reftoring them by proper affift-
ance to a degree of ftrength, he fets them up in a.geoteel bufinefs,
which they are to carry on under the conftant dire@ion of the prince,
Cre of them, who is @ publican, deeply confcious of his crimes, and
wondering at the prince’s ¢ondefcention, does with docility'and dili-
gence whatfcever he is commanded, frequently complaining that he
does fo little, and exprefling the greateft thankfulnefs, not only for his
life, but for the health, light, tools, and fkill he works with. The
other, who is a pharifee, forgets that he has been reprieved from the
gallows. He is full of felf-importance and ingratitude : be wonders
at the publican for making fo.much ado about the king's mercy and
the prince’s favour. He pertly tells you that he does his duty ; and
that, if he has been guilty of fore faults, he thanks God, they were
not of a capital nature. He perpetually boafts of his diligence, and
though he gdogs nothing,. or.only fpeils his wark by doing it entirely
.againft the pringe’s dircftions, he fays, that he is determined to main-
tain himfdgby his own induftry ; and that, if he does not find it pof-
fible to get his living without help, he will condefcend to accept fome
~affiftance from the prince to make both ends meet ; but it .?l:all be as
Jittle as he can help, for he does not love to be under an cbligation to
,any body, no not to.the king himfelf.—Now, who does not fee, that,
while the Ling graciondly rewards the humble diligence of the penirent
publican, he may juflly punith the proud pharifee for his wretched,
hypoqritical,ob:d’ieh’cc. ang that, when Mr. Wefley and 1 have fome-
times contended for the works of the publican, and fometimes decried
thofe of the phatifge, we have qnly dome the work of evangelifts, and
! with ' the prophets and apotles of old, that Gad refifierh the
“vath grace to the bumble : and that be will give grace and
good thing fball be witkbold from them that ljve a goaly
. an eryor, 1 afk, Wherein does it differ from that fre-
1 declaration of our Lotd, Wkofocver fall exale binfelfy

axd e that frall buirble binfelf; foall be exajted #
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tits of Chrift, and to receive the quickening power of
his . {pirit : (& Faith, I fay, is the only inftrumental
caufe of our free falvation [in the day of converfion. ]
It receives Chrift and falvation, as the hand of a beg-
gar receives an alms. <y And as for good works [pro-
perly fo called], fo far are they ifrom being left out
of the gofpel-plan, that they have a MOST EMINENT
place in it : ¢ They are the DECLARATIVE CAUSE t
of our free juftification [both in the day of trial and
in the day of judgment :} A eonitant, uniform courfe
of all forts of good works, with aa holy and heavenly-
minded converfation, being the only evidence of a
lively and faving faith, [when it has time to thow it-
felf by external works.] .

Thus, [to fum up all in one fentence,] Chrift alone
[properly | merits, faith- alone [properly] ?pnﬁ:m{:,
and good works alone '[ roperlyﬁ evidence {alvation :
Yea they are the fruit o glvatio:: [begun ;1< for [alk
works meet for repentance {pring from- the free juftifica«
tion and initial falvation, in which'we are put in our
infancy ; and} the Jowe of God fhed abroad ix an [eftab-
lithed |believer’s hears By the Holy Ghoft giwen unto him,
is falvation itfelf ; this love being the tree on which
all [the external] good works [of perfet chriftians]
grow, and making our gracious heaven below, as it
will make our glorious heaven abeve.

(22) + The word Caufe, left out by my opponent in his quotation -
of this part of my old fermon, evidently fhows, that even formerly I
did not fo far lean to antinomianifm, as not to affert the abfolute ne-
ceffity of good works, in order to the eternal falvation of adults, For,
if works are the fecondary caufe of our final juftification, they can no
more be difpenfed with in the great day, than faith in the day of con-
verfion, an effec? neceffarily fuppofing its caufe. If therefore 1alf
the juftification of adults free, it is not to exclude faith and everls, its
gn(t.mmenul caufes in the day of converfion and judgment ; but to
intimate, that all along we are primarily juftified by Chrift’s merits,
and that we never have one fingle grain of orrginal worthinafi .

G . ' . Tumn
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[Siree 1 give good works, as I have juit chierved,
a xoff eminent piace in the gofpel-plan, even the place
of the evidences that will, under Chrift, causs ogr
aernal falvatior} 1 [may well] proceed to thow the
ivjuftice or unreafonablenefs of thofe, who accufe me
to preach againft gocod works. For, ** ks excloims
agairft good wwerks — ke rans dewn geod wworks,” is ag,
objection [which is fill at times] urged againlt my
miniftry. .

[Aitbo’ I confefs with forrow, that fome years ago,,
when | bad more zeal than prudence, [ dropped
among you fome unguarded expreflions, and <id nog
always clearly diftinguifh between the ¢ goad works,”
{o called, of unhunibled pharifees ; aod the zeouine
obedience of penitent believers ; yet I thould wrong
the trath, and undervalue my charaéter as your minie
fer, if I did. not obferve, that, as profefled antivomis
ans bave always loathed the doftrine of 3 be/iever’y
jadtification by awerds ; fo the pharifaical world has
always abborred the dofirine of & fwner’s juliification
by faith. Hence it is that] the ahove-mentioned af~
perfion, with abundance of cruel mockings, and piti-
ful falle reports, bave been in all ages the lot of all
thofe, who have [fteadily] preached the gofpel of
Chrift, that is, the gled news of free falvation thro’.
[obedient] faith in his blood. ,

We preack Chriff crucifed, fays St. Paul, to the Fews
a fumbling block, and to the Greeks fealifhnefs ; but ta
dhem that beliove, Chrifi the posxer and wijdom of Gady
g Cor. i. 23. It is plain from this, and fevesal other

affages in the epiftles, that the primitive chriftians
Fuﬁ’ercd much reproach on this account. St. Peter ex-
horta them thus : Hawe your conver/ation haneft among
the gessiles, that ayhereas they fpeak againft you as evil
doers, they may at laft glorify God by your good aworks ;
Sor it is his ewill, that avith awel. doing ye put to filence
the-ignorance of foolifk men, gud make them afhamed that

Salfly accufe your good comver/ation in Chriff. 1. Pet;r,
o, 15 t.
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St. Paul had the fame obje&ion continually caft in
his face. + Do ave then make woid the law thro’ faith ?
fays he in his own defence, Rom. iii. 31 : That is,
by preaching falvation thro’ faith do we hinder peo-
ple- from doing the good works commanded in the
law ? God forbid ! yea we efiadlifh the law : i. €. Our
preaching is fo far from fuperfeding good works, that
it [inforces them by the greatett variety of motives,
and] puts our hearers into [the &, not to fay] the

~ony method of doing them : for it fhews them how,
being prinkled from an ewil comfeience, and having
their heart purified by faith, they fhall naturally i. e.
fpontaneouily] produce-all forts of good works, inftead
of bringing forth a-few counterfeit ones.

The apoftle anfwers the fame objection, Rom. vi, 1.
Jhall awe then, who are faved by grace thro’ faith, con-
tinue in fin that grace may abound ? Shall we omit do-
ing good works ; fhall we do evil works, becaufe fal-
vation is not [by the covenant] of works, but [by
that] of grace ? God forbid ! How fhall e, that are
.dead 10 fin, live any longer therein ! As:if he had faid,
Is not the faith which we preach, a faith of the opera-
tion of God ? Is it not a powerful and a&ive principle,

G that

(23) t The antinomians by fair fpeeches undefignedly deceive the
kearts of the fimple, Becaufe St. Paul fully anfwers this objetion, they
make the injudicious believe, that he was of their fentiment ; tho’,
upon their plan of doétrine, the objetion which he ftarts is abfolutely
unanfwerable, They fay, < W g ¢flablifb the law by preaching Chrift,
who has kept it for us ; and by extolling his imputed righteoufnefs,
thro’ which we are for ever compleat in jutifying obedience before
God,”” Now, altho’ we humbly and thankfully acknowledge with
them, ‘that our Lord has kept the Adamic law of innocence, and -
made it honourable for-us.; yet we abfolutely deny, that he has kepe
the evangelical law of liberty for us. Perfonal obedience to it is in-
difpenfably required of every man, and if a believer does not fulfil it
for himfelf, St. Paul and St. James inform us, that a forer punifbments
and a more mercilefs judgment await his difobedience, than if he had

-never believed, Heb. x. 29, James ii. 13. Thus thofe holy apofiles
“fully make up the gap of antinomian free grace, which fome of our
gofpel minifters make it their bufinefs o widen, :
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taras 1 the heart from all fin to all righteoufpefs ? Is
it pot a faith, by which we are made new creatares,
and ouvercome the aworld ? 1 John, v. 1, 4.

[When people lie im darknefs, doing the averks of
darknefi, which in. the dark pafe either for good works
that divine jaftice will reward, or for trifling offences
that divine mercy will overlook ; then heart-felt re-
pentance is totally negle@ed, and deep moursing for
in pafles for dgfpair. Few kpow what it is to ook on
/im avhom they hawa pierced and mowrn. Very few, if
any, can experimentally fay : Being juflified by faith
awe hawe peace with God thro* enr Lord Fefus Chrift, by
awhom ave hawe mow received the atomement.]

[Suppofe the lot of a minifter acquainted with the
priviledges of the chriftian difpenfation, is caftin a
place, where thefe pharifaic and common. delufions
generally prevail ; the firft thing he has to do, is un-
doubtedly to uncover and fhake the falfe foundations,
on which his unawakeoed hearers build their hope.
He muft fhow them, that their partial, external, faith-
lefs obedience will never profit them. He muit decry
their imaginary good works,~tear their filthy rags of
fancied righteoufnefs, {weep away their refuges of lies,
and fcourge their confciences with the curfe of the
law, ’till they fee their nakednefs, feel their guilt, and
véceive the fentence of death in themfelves. 'Then, and
not till then, will they ftand on a level with the poor
contrite publican, and ‘

Groan the finner’s only plea,
¢ God be merciful to me?”’!]

BWhen a preacher is engaged in that important
and thanklefs bufinefs, how natpral is it for him, ef-
pecially if he is yet young and unexpericoced, or hif-

: e

(24) + How could T-have hed the aflurance of afking thefe quef
tions, if I had believed as my late Opponent, that a man, who ac-
tually commits the greateft crimes, may actually have as tiue, jutiify-
ing faith as Abraham ever had !} fhould expect, that, if fuch a faith®
O not as 1 faid eleven years ago,- turn the Leart from all fin to all

" cafeefsy it would at leaft turn it from deliberate aduliery, murder,

Rt
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he is heated by the oppofition of obftinate pharifees,
and bigoted: papifts, to drop fome unguarded exprefs
fions againit good works; or at leait not to make
always: a proper diftin&tion between the pharifaical
wotks of unbelief, which Haiah calls filthy rags, and
the worka of faith which: our Lord calls goodand o-na-
mental. awarks ? And how glad are his adverfaries, to
bave fuch a planfible pretence for throwing an odium
wpon him, by affirming that he explodes a/l forts of
works, even thofe for which our reavard will be great
in heaven !]

5 The Devil foaght againit osn Reformers with
fuch weapons.: All the books that the Papilts wrote
agaioft: them, rang with the charge of their turning
good works ont of chriftianity. 5~y Hear good Bithop
Latvimer, one of the beft livers that ever were: You
will jay noww, * Here is ol faith, faith; but ae hear
nithing of gaed awarks : for fome carmal people make
Juch . carnal objediions like themfelves, &Fc. Sermon on
twelfth day.

Of the fame import is the following paffage out of
the. Homily on Faiting: ¢ Thus muck is faid of geod
works, e, to take away, fo muck as may be, from en-
wious minds, and flanderous tongues, all JUST occafion of
Slandersus [peaking, as tho' good avorks avere rejeited.”

Thus-St Peter, St. Paul, and oar Refermers were
accufed of defpifing good works, becaufe they exalted
Chrift, fand with an holy indignation trampled upon
the works of unbelief, which are the foundatioa of all
pharifaic. hopes:] And [fo. far as I have not, by une
guarded expreflions, given a juf? caufe of offence to
thofe, who are glad of any occafion to decry the fun-
damental doftsine of falvation by faith ;] 1 own thas
I rejoice to be counted worthy of fuffering the fame
reproach, with fuch a cloud of faithful witneffes.
Neverthelefs as the fcriptures fay, that we muit nos-let
the good that is in us be evil fpoken of, I fhall advance
fome arguments, which, by God’s blefling, will either
convince or fhame my. accufers.

You
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You fay, {and this T fpeak ‘particularly to you, that
are fully fet againft the do&rine of falvation by faith :]
you fay ¢ that I preach againft good works — that I
run down good works, &c:” ‘but pray, do you know
what good works are? I am afraid you do not, or
elfe you weuld + [not accufe me fo rafhly:] Give me
leave therefcre to inftru& yon once in this point.

All divines agree, that good works are of three
forts - (1) Works of ziety towards God ; (2) Works
of charity towards our neighbour ; and (3) Works of
Jelf-denial towards ourfelves. .

[To fay nothing now of the good works of the
#eart, fuch as good thoughts, good tempers, and in-
ternal aéts of repentance, faith, hope, and love ;}
in the firt clafs [of external/ good works,] which in-
cludes aorks of piety, divines rank public prayer in
the church, family-prayer in private houfes, and [me-
ditation or] private prayer in one’s clofet: Singing
pfalms, hymns, and fpiritaal fongs: Reading the bible
.and other good books: Hearing the word preached
or expounded : Receiving the facraments: Keepin
the fabbath day and feitivals holy : Confefling Chrift
before a wicked world : And fuffering the lofs of
ore’s eftate, of one’s good name, or life itfelf, for the
.gofpel’s fake.

Now I appeal to every impartial hearer, yea and
to thy own confcience, O man, who accufeft me of
preaching againft good works, whether I ever taught
diretly or indireétly, that we ought not confiantly to
attend public worfhip in the houfe of God, .as well
as private worfhip in our-own houfes, and to perform
fecret worfhip in our clofets :(—Whether I ever {poke
againft fingiog pfalms, hymns, and fpiritual fonﬁs; or
againft reading the bible and other good books : —

Whether

(25) + Inftead of thefe words [not accufe .me fo ra(ixly] 1 formerly
‘wrote [be athamed to accufe me fo falfely.] I 1cjedt them now, be-
caufe a minifier of the gofpel thould not only fpeak the truth, but en<
deaveur to {peak it in the moft acceptable.manner. It is enough to
¢ive-offence when it cannot be avoided. We fhould not provoke the
<ispleafure of our hearers suithout neceffity,
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Whevher [.ever fo mugh as hinted, that we ought not
tq endgavops fo to difpatch our worldly bufinefs, as
to hear [if poflible] the word preached or expounded
both on, fupdays and working days.— Whether | ever
intimatedy £ thay we: can live in the negledt of God's
osdinances, .and break. his fabbaths, without bringing
upon @urfelyes sSWiPT DESTRUCTION :— And lafily,
whether 3¢ apy time I cryed down fuffering reproach

fos Chnik, and parting. with all things, even life itfelf;

ta follow him- andhis do@rine.

. Nay, do nat you kaow- in your own, hreaft, that my-
wiifing upon; thefe good wers,.and encouraging all
can to do them, is what makes me to be defpifed and-
rejatted by many, and perhaps by yourfelf ? How can
you then; without woyndinz 1 [your own confcience]
accufe roe of preaching agaieft good works ? Are you
not rather the perfon that fpeaks aguint them ? Are
you not yoarfzlf one of thofe [loofe moralifts ] who fay,
what, “ For their part they fee noineed of fo many fere.
4 mons, leétures, and facraments: in.the church : ne:
“ need of 4ovmrueh finging, reading, prayidg, and
« ‘podly. converfasion. in. private howfes: no.nced of
“ fuch ftrictpefs: in keceping the fabbath-day bely,
“&e:t ;

If you are one of them, you add [I fear] detra&iont
to infidelity, and bearing falfe teflimony to open. pro
pbaneacefs [or Laodicean lukewarmaefs.} You decry
good. auorks yourfelf by yeur words, your. pra&ice, and
your example ; and: when: yoo have doas, you lay the:
fin at my door 3 you fay. thae I preach againft them !

(26) + My opponent has not only done this, but he has intimated
that all believers may commit adultery, murder, and inceft, not only
quithout bn'nging upon themfelves fwift defirustion, but with this addi-
tional advantage, that they fhall infallibly ¢ fing londer’” in heaven
for- their deepeft falls, which can never finally burt them, bucaufe
al their fins are unconditionally. for ever and fox.ever forgiven. Had I
evep infinuated fuch loofe principles. amaong my parifhioners, I fhould.
have had a brazen. forchead. indesd, o look them in_ the face, while I-
magde the above-mentioned  appeal. : .

(27 & Rleven years ago I faid [y fenfe: and common borefly. ]
F now difcard the expreffion as needlefsly oftenfive.

-
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O how will you reconcile this condu&, I fhall not fay
to chriftianity, bat to good manners, good fenfe, or
even to heathen honefty |

In the fecond clafs of good works, divines place
works of [ jultice and] charity; and thefe are-of two-
forts, fuch as are done to the dodies, and fuch as are-
done to the fou/s of men. The former are [for the
moft part] enumerated by oar Lord, Mat. xxv.

They confift [in being true and jult in all our deal-
- ings; in providing things honeft in the fight of all
men, for us and ours; in paying our juft debts as
foon. as poflible, in prote&ting widows and fatherlefs
children, | in giving food to the hungry and drink to-
the thirfty ; 1n entertaining ftrangers, eafing the.
opprefled, clothing the naked, attending the fick,
vifiting the prifoners, (and burying the dead, from
feriptural and not from phacifaical motives. ]

Now will any one, who fcruples + [advancing an
untruth,] dare affirm, that I ever fpoke a word
againlt doing any one of thefe good works i —Againft
doing them [at improper times, from bad matives,) in
a awrong manner, and to wrong ends, I have often
fpoken ; and fo have all the preachers, who do not
daub the awall avith untempered mortar: Chrilt firft,
Mat. vi. 2. St. Paual next, 1 Cor, xiii. 1, 2, 3. and
our Church _fter them ; fee the Homily on Falting.
But I afk it again, whoever heard me fpeak one
word againf} deing them? On the contrary, have I
not declared again and again, that even & cup of cold
awater, given in Chrift's name, fhould in no <wise lofe its
reaward—fhould certainly be rewarded in eternal life,
[if 1 ] not-awitk -eternal-life; {And do not fome of

: you

(28) 1 Eleven years ago I faid [ forging a lie.]

(29) 1 Formerly I wrote [altho® not with eternal life.] The ex-
preflion was perhaps too peremptory. A man may, be fo circumftanced
in the fultry deferts of Arabia, that a cup of w/d water may be of
more real value to him than a diadem, and of equal worth with bis
own life, Now if he lovingly gives that cup to a difciple of Jefus, or
even 0 his heathen enemy, for his Redecmuer’s or Creatot’s faked; I

: are
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you know, that within thefe two Years, [ have loft
many of my religious friedds, by making a ftand for
the evangelical avorthine/s of the works of faith ¢]

As for works of mercy done to the fouls of men,
fuch as [giving a chriftian education to our children
and apprentices, ] comforting the aflited, encourag-
ing the dejected, ftrengthening the weak, exhorting
the carelefs, fuccouring the tempred, inflruing the
ignorant, [{ympathizing with mourners] warning the
ftubborn, [deteting hypocrify] reproving fin, ftop-
ping immorality, rebuking profanenefs, and helping
each other in the narrow way ; it is known to many,
that my name is caft out as evil by fabbath-breakers,
fwearers, and drankards, for endeavouring to walk
.in'thefe good works myfelf, and to make others walk
in’ them. = .

And yet you, [I flill addrels myfelf to the .inve-
- terate enemies of falvation by faith,] yow, who pof-
fibly ridicnle all, thofe good works, and dream of
being faved without them ; yox, who do perhaps juft
the reverfe of them, firengthening oue another’s
hands in licentioufnefs and prophanenefs, in fabbath-
Dbreaking, fwearing, or fcoffing at every thing that
looks like ferioufnefs; . you accufe me of defpiﬁgmg -ar
difcountenancing good works!—O tell it not in Gath,
publith it not in Afkelon, left the very Philiftines
laugh at the glaring inconfiftency of your words and
‘conduét. ) - Good

dare not fay, that fuch'a work of faith, fuch an act of brotherly love,
may not be rewarded wirb eternal life, * fefus Chrift and Dr. Owen
.make me rather think to the contrary : For the former fays, #bofo-
_ever fhall kfe, or fhall venture to lfe bis life for my fake, and-the gof-
pel’s, [whichy if T miftake not, implies, among othes particulars,
kazading our life for feadily adhering to the gofpel-precept, that
enjoins us to Jove owr neighbour as ourfelves, and to give drink to a
thirfty enemy :] fhall fave it.—Verily I fay unto you, There is x 0 man
that bas lft boufe, &c. or lands for my fake and the gofpel’s, but be fhall
receive an bundred-fold now — and in the wworld to come ETSRNAL
LIFE.— As for the champion of the Calvinifts, he is at once fo or-
thodox and fo honeft as to confefs, that thro’ God’s gracious appoint-
menit, the whole [and confequently every genui partf.f our obedience,
bus @ REWARDABLE condecency unto ETERNAL LIFE, But moe
of this in the'following Effay, - ’




S e ek e TR e

{72 )

Good works of the third clafs, relate to keeping
under the flefh, and all its finful appetites. The
chief of thefe wotks, are a moderate ofe of meat,
drink, and fleep; felf-denial, [in apparel, furniture,
and equipage ;] chattity [in all its branches; feb-
duing- our flathful, rebellious flefh by] early rifing,
_abftinence, fafting; [and, in a werd, by tsking up
oar daily crofs, and jfollowing oar abfteiious, and yet
‘1aborious Lord. ) : :
* [Permit me to do as St. Pauleto fpeat as it nuere
Soolifkly in this confidence of boafting.] Have I not
‘enforced the neceflity of rhzfz good works both pud-
lickly and from houfe to koufe ? Have you hot fome-
times even gone'away- from ‘this place of wotthip,
fecretly difpleafed at my dnfiting fo- mech upon
them ; complaining Yel:haps, ‘¢ that 1 went too far,
or that no body could live up to what I preach;”
and making 2 handred fuch remarks, inftead of
"meditating upon thefe words of our Lord :* With man
indeed it 15 impoffible, but awvith God all things aré pofi-
#le? And yet you now complain-that I do not preach
‘up good works — Pray, my brethren, be tonfiftent ;
keep to one point, and do nbt fay and unfay': I can
“nomore be too fi&, and: yét make too fittle of good
works ; than I can go esh and weft at the {ame timé.
-Only think.-. .. and you will perceive that your very
‘complaints jutify me; that your fayings overtarn one’
‘another, and that your owwn mouths prove you peiverfe.
You will proba{ly fay, Have we pot beard you af-
‘firm more than once, that no body can be faved by
his works: yea, that a man inay go as confantly to
<hurch, as the + pharifee did to thé remple, be as vir-
‘tuous as he was, pay tithes as exa&ly as he did, and be
‘damned after all? Can you deny my baving preached
this do&trine twenty times ?*’ C :
Deny it! —By no means. ‘it is a dofrine for
which, God being my helper, 1 am ready to'go to the
L . fake.
(30) + From this objetion it is cvident, that the werks which

T deciyed cleven years ago, were thofe agnin@ which I now bear my
teftimony, namely pbarifaical works,

'S

\
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ftake. [Tt is the very dorine, that I have eftablithed
in the former part of this difcourfe : How then can I
deny it ?

Here methinks a + pharifee replies in triumph:
¢« Well then, you plead guilty to the charge: you
confefs that you have preached twenty times againit
good works.” .

1 [I deay the conclufion.] Have you not under-
ftandiang [or attention] enough to fee, there is a vaft
difference between preaching § againft the [proper]
merit of good works, and preaching againft good
works themfelves ? Between faying, that obedience
to the king will never get us the erown of Great
Britain, and affirming that we owe the king no obe-
dience ? In a word, between faying that good works
will never procure us heaven, Es the primary and
fri@ly fpeaking meritorious caufe of our falvation]
and declaring that we ought not to do good works ?
Surely your rational faculties are not fo impaired,
but you may perceive, thofe propofitions are by no
means of the fame import.

If I fay, that eating will never make me immortal,
that drinking will nevet turn me into an angel, and
that doing my work will never take me to the third
heaven ; do I fo much as hint that eating is ufelefs,
drinking of no fervice, and doing my bufinefs un-
profitable ? O how does prejudice blind even men of
reafon and religion ! How hardly does trauth go down
with s, when we do not leve it! How gladly do we
drefs it up in a fool’s coat, that we may have fome
pretence to defpife and rejeét it!

H yoa would fpeak according to f#rigZ truth, my
brethren, you would not fay that I ¢¢ preach againft
good works, that I run down good werks, &c.”” which

H is

1 See the foregoing Note,
1 When I was younger by eleven years I faid, [ You are a poor logicign.]
(31) § It appears to me, that my fermon, far from being ¢ the,
beft confutation of the minutes,”’ is confonant to that propofitian,

which has given fuch offence: Nor by the merit of works, but by works
as a condition,
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§s [a miftake 1] as I fhewed juft now : but you would
fay, that | preach againf? the [proper) merit § of good
works in_ point of falvation ;: ‘This is very true, fo I
do, and fo | am determined to do, by God’s grace, as

“long as I live. So did Chrift and his apoftles ; fo do

our articles and homilies ; and fo the children of God
have done in all ages. g5 Thofe of the old teftament §
[far from mentioning any proper merit of their own,
cried out: Noaw mine eye feeth thee, I abhor myfelf, and
repent in dufft and afhes, Job xlii. §.— Wo is me for I
@m undone, becaufe I am by nature, and have been by
praltice, a man of unclean lips. 1f. vi. 5.] Thofe of
the new, prayed to be found in Chrift, not having their
own [pharifaic] righteoufnefs avhich is by the law o
aworks, but the [evangelical] righteousnefs avhich is by
Sfaith in Fefus Chriff, Phil. iii. 9: And thofe of our
Church profefs, that They are not avorthy to gather the
crumbs under the Lord’s table, and that they do not
come to it, trufling in their oaun rightesufnefs, or good
works, &ut in God's manifold and great mercies thro’
fefus Chrift : fo far are they from thinking, that they
properly | merit falvation [either in whole or in part. ]
See Gom. Serwice. ’ !
85 Yea, I declare it as upon the houfe-t0p, of all the
falfe doGtrines that ever came out of the pit of hell,
none has done fuch execution for Satan in the church
of God [as the pharifaic conceit that we have, or
may have any proper, original merit.] Stealings
drunkennefs, and adultery have flain their thou/ands ;

but this damnable error, which is the very root of
unbelief,’

4 [Entirely falfe] is the bluat exprefiion, I ufed eleven years ago,
$ Turn back to Note 31.

(32) § Inflead of this addition, eleven years ago I faid [ourmed that
@l their rigbmq/’ngﬂé: awere as filthy rags, If, Ixiv. 6., <0 For leanimg
then too much towards calvinifm, I fuppofed that the prophet in this
paffage fpoke of the righteufneffés of faith : but fince I have dared to
read my bible without prejudice, and to confult the context, I have
found, ‘that text is fpoken only of the ypocritical righteoufneffes of
the-avicked ; and in the IVth Check, p. 174, I have tried to refcun
it fromi the hands of the antinomians, who had tanght me to wreft is
$1om its proper meaning. )
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thbelief, its fen thoufands. <0y It blinded the pharifeesy
and hardened the Jews againft Chrift. + It plunges
into everlafting fire all nominal chriftians, who £ave ¢
Sorm of godlinefs but [to the laft] deny the power thereof.
Yea, ftrange as the aflertion may feem to fome,
this [ pernicious error] feeds immorality, and fecretly
nourtthes all manner of vice. The feripture tells
us, 1 Cor. vi. 9, that nmeither fornicators, nor effeminate,
meither thieves, mor covetous, neither drunkards nor revi-
lers, meither unvighteous nor extortioners, fhall inherit the
#ingdom of God. Now how comes it to pafs, that fo
many, who are guilty of one or another of thofe abo-
minations, remain as eafy as if they were guiltlefs ¥
Why, this damnable netion, that the merit of theis
works atones for the guilt of their fins, makes them
think, that they fhall do well enough in the end. I
get drunk now and then, fays one, but I am honeft.”’
— I opprefs or cheat my neighbour, fays another, but
I go to church and {acrament.” — ¢¢ [ love money or
diverfions above all things, fays a third, but I blefs
God, I am neither a thief nor a drunkard.” —+*¢ | am
aflionate and {wear fometimes, fays a fourth, but my
ieﬁrt is good, and I never keep malice in my breaft ;
befides, I’ll repent and mend fome time or other be-
fore I die.”” — Now the fum of all thofe pleas amounts
to this: ‘I do the devil’s works, but [ do good works
too. I am guilty of one piece of wickednefs, but not
of all : and I hope, that, thro’ the merit of the good
which I do, and of the evil which T have left undone
hitherto, or purpofe to leave undone by and by, Chrift

will have mercy upon me.”
H:z 7 Thus

+ Here 1 leave out thofe words : ¢ Ir [the pharifaic conceit of
merit] damned the foolifh wirgins, and the man who bad not on a wed-
ding garment.”” And I do it, becaufe, upon fecond thoughts, it ap-
pears to me, that the boldnefs of the foolifh virgins, and the infolence
of the man, who prefled to the marriage-featt without a proper drefs,
exaétly reprefent the vain confidence, with which immoral Solifidians
cry Lord! Lord! and make a fhining profeffion in the robe of felf-
imputed righteoufnefs ; defpifing the evangelical robes of real righte-
oufnefs and true holinefs, and calling them cobwebs fpun by fpiders
out of their own bowels, :
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7 Thaus all our [pharifaic ] delays of converfion,
and all our [felf-righteous +] remorfelefs going on in
fin and wickednefs, are founded upon the dottrine of
[pharifaic] merits. Well then may our Charch call
it % a dewilift do&rine, which is mere blajphemy againft
God’s merey : a doftrine, which turns Chrift out of
his throne [by refufing him the honour of being the
primary and properly meritorious caufe of our falva-
tion:] a doftrine which [by crooked ways] leads firft
to [ worldly-mindednefs or licentioufnefs, as the con-
du& of many, who cry ap the [felf-righteous] merit
of good works [fo called ] too plainly fhews ; and next
to pharifaic morality and formality ; and from both,
except [a timely fubmiflion to] converting grace pre-
vent it, into endlefs mifery : for, No doudt, {ays Bithop
Latimer in his fermon on twelfth day, #e that depart-
eth out of this aworld in that opinion {or, as he expreffes
it in the fame paragraph, thofe who ¢ think 10 be faved
4y the laaw,” by the firit covenant] ¢ fhall never come
t0 heaven:”? 2y [For they fet their hearts againgt
Chritt; and, like the obftinate pharifees of old, not
anly miftake the works of unbelief for good works ;
but give them alfo the place of the primary, meritori-
ons caufe of eternal falvation ; when, if they were the
works of faith, they would only be a fecondary evidenc-
vag caufe of it. Now, as fuch men cannot poflibl ydo
this, without the greateft degree of fpiritaal pride,
impenitency, and unbelief; it is plain; that, if they
die confirmed in this grand antichriftian error, they
cannot be faved : for St. Paul informs us that pride is
the condemnation of the dewil ; and our Lord declares,
that except awe repent awe fhall all perifh, and that he
nwho believeth not fhall be damned.)

4 Y add the words pharifasc and felf-righteous, to come at Mr.
Fulfome and his numerous fraternity, whom I now fhould be glad to
convince of their remorfelcfs going on in fin, and of their antinomian
delays of converfion,

FOURTH

I
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FourTH PaxrT.

- [Having thus laid before you the deftrutive natare’
-of felf-righteoufnefs,] it is time to come to the laft,
thing propofed, which was to fhow, why good works
‘cannot [properly fpeaking] deferve falvation in whole
or in part; aod to anfwer the old cavil, * If good
works cannot {ave us; [by thet+ covenant of works{
why. fhould we trouble ourfelves about them.” [In
-doing the former, 1 fhall attempt to give phari/ai/m a
finithing ftroke : and in doing the latter, 1 fhall endea-
vour to guard the {criptural do&trine of grace againft
antinomiani/m, which prevails almoft as much amon
pprofefled believers, as pharifaifm-does among profe
ed moraliits. ]

And firft, that good works cannot [frictly fpeak-
ing] merit falvation in parc, much lefs altogether, I
prove by che following arguments. .

(1) We muft be wholly faved by the covenant of
aworks, or by the covenant of grace ; my text fhewing
moft clearly, that athird covenant made up.of [ Chrift-
lefs] merits [according to the firt,] and divine mercy
[faccording to the fecond,] is as imaginary a thing in
divinity, as a fifth element made up of fire and water
‘would be in natural philofophy. ¢ : .

(2) There islefs proportion between heavenly glory
and our works, than between the fun and a mote thar

~ flies in the air : therefore to pretend, that they will
avail towards [purchafing or properly meriting] hea-
ven, [fee the 5th note] argues want of common fenfe
as well as waat of humility. ‘

H 3 4 (3) God

(33) T This is firitly true ; severthelefs we muft grant, that as _
cold” water, when it is put over the fire in a roper veflel, imbibes
fiery heat, and boils without damping the fire : Fo our works of faith,
whcfa they are laid with proper humility on the golden alhar of
Chrift’s merits; are fo impregnated with his diffufive worth, as to ac-
quire “a rewardable condecency unto eternal lifi : ™ And this they do
without mixing in the leaft with the primary, or properly meritorious
caufe of oor falvation ; and confequently” without obfcuring the
Redeemer’s glory, -

1 That the werks of faith fave us by the covenant of grace [next
to Chrift and Fait] will be proved in the Scriprurdl £fay, !
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..y it, I fhall guard the do&rine of obedience againft
...c antinomians.]

As this quibbling argument may puzzle the fimple,
..nd make the boatting pharifees, that ufe it, triomph
~s if they had overturned the proteflant do€rine of
alvation by faith without [the] works ‘Idecried by
't. Paul ;] I beg leave to fhew its weaknefs by a com-
narifon. A

Suppofe you faid to me, ¢ Your doing the work
»f a parifh-prieft will never [merit] yoa an archbi-
‘hoprick ;** and I anfwered with difcontent, ¢ If
ioing my office will never [merit} me the fee of Can-
.erbu?', ‘why fhould I do itat all ? I need not trouble
nyfelf about preaching any more; '’ would you not
:fk me whether a clergyman has no reafon to attend
ais flock, but the wild and proud conceit that his ]a-
Sour muft [deferve +] him a bithoprick. Aad I afk
in my turn : Do you fuppofe, that a chriftian has no
motive to do good works, but the wilder and prouder
notion, that his good works muit [properly {peaking
merit] him heaven ? [fee the §th note. ] '

If therefore I can thew, that he has the firongeft
motives, and inducements, to abound in good works

without the dottrine of [proper] merits ; I hope you
will drop your ebje&tion. You fay, * If good works
will never [ properly merit us falvation, fee the sth
note] why fhould we do them ?’* T anfwer, For fix
good reafons, each of which [in fome degree 1] over-
zurns your objetion.

(1) & We

(38) + This illuftration is not ftri@ly juft, If the king had mil-
lions of bifhopricks to give, and if he had promifed to beftow one upon
very diligent clergyman ; folemnly declaring that all who negleé? their
harge, fhould not only mifs the ecclefiaftical dignity d to dili-
2nce, but be put to a thameful death as fo many murderers of fouls,
ic cafes would then be exaltly parallel. Befides, every clergyman
not a candidate for a bifhoprick, but every man is a candidate for
saven. Again, a clergyman may be as happy in his parfonage as a
thop in his palace : but if 2 man mifles heaven, he finks into hell,
hefe glaring truths 1 overlooked when I wasa *“ LATE cvangelical
racber”
1 Formerly I faid [entirely] but experience has taught me otherwife,
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(3) God has wifely determined to fave proud inan
in a way that excludes [pharifaic] boafting. God is
Juft, and the jupiifier of him that believes in Fefus. Where
is Boafling thex ? fays the apottle ; It is excluded, an-
fwers he: By ahat covenant, does he afk ? Is [phari-
faic] boafting excluded by the covenant of works ?
No, but &y the law of faith, by the covenant of grace,
‘whofe condition is {penitential, felf-abafing, obedi-
cnt] faith in Jefus Chrift. Therefore ae amfude, fays
he, that a man is jufified by faith, avithout the works of
the law. Rom. iii. 27, 28.  If our good works [pro-
perly fpeaking] deferve the leaft part of our falvation,
we may joftly boaft that our oavn arm has got us that
-part of the vi&tory ; and we have reafon [pharifaical-
iy] to glory in ourfelves, contrary to the fcriptures,
which fay, that every moath maff be fopped, that boafi-
ing is excluded, and that ke who glories, muft glory in
she Lord. t )

[ If St. Paul glories in his fufferings and labours,
5t 15 not then without Chrift before God, but with
Chrift before the Corinthians, and under peculiar
circumitances. He never imagined that his works
were meritorions according to the fr# covenant
much lefs did he fancy that they had one fingle grain
of proper merit. He perfectly knew, that if they were
rewardable, it was not from any felf-excellence, which
he had put into them ; but merely from God’s gratui-
tous promife in the fecond covenant ; from Chrift’s
grace, by which they were wrought ; from his atoning
blood, in which they were wathed ; and from his pro-
per merits, with which they were perfumed.]

{ To fuppofe that Adam himfelf, if he had conti
nued opright, would have gloried in his righteouf-
nefs as a pharifee, is to fuppofe him deeply fallen, 1n
paradife Ged was a/l in all ; and as he is allo all in all
in heaven, we may eafily conceive, that, with refpect
to felf-exaltation, the mouth of Gabriel is not ‘#,cfs

u§

+ Sec a note in the Scrigtural Effay, 2d Part, upon ‘the glorying to
which St- Paul excites believing svorkers, Gal. vi. 4a

N -
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Thut before the throne, than that of Mary Magdalen.
Therefore, if any out of hell pharifaically glory in
themfelves, it is only thofe felf-righteous fons of Lu-
cifer and Pride, to whom our Lord fays #ill, You are
of your father the Devil; awhofe avorks ye doy when 3z
Seek to kill me, and glory in yourfelves.)

(4) Our evil works [in general] far overbalance
our good works, both 1a quantity and quality : Let
us firlt then pay a‘righteous God the debt, [the im-
menfe debt of ten thoufand talents that] we owe him,
by dying the fecond death, which is the wages of our
bad works; and then we may talk of éuying heaven
with our good works.

(5) Our bef? works have fuch a mixture of imper-
feftion, that they muft be atoned for, and made ac-
ceptable by Chrilt’s blood ; fo far are they from aton-
iog for the leatt fin, + [and properly meriting our ac-
‘ceptance] before God [even according to the fecond
covenant. ]

(6) If ever we did one truly good work, the { merit
is not ours, but God’s, who by his free grace * pre-
vented, accompanied, and followed us’’ in the per-
formanee. For ‘it is God, who of kis good pleajure
aworketh in us both to will and 1o do. Phil. ii. 12. Not
A, fays the apoftle after mentioning his goed works,
but the grace of God in me, 1 Cor. xv, 10, compared
with James i. 17.

: (7) We

(34) + Eleven years ago 1 faid [and making us accepted] 1 now
réject the expreffion as unguarded ; for it clathes with this propofition
‘of St, Peter: In cvery mation be that WORKETH righteoufnefs is Ac-
¢ePTED of bim. We fhould take care fo to fecure the foundation,
‘as not to throw down the building.

(35) t This is the very déétrine of evangelical rewardablenefs, or
improper, derived merit, fo honourable to Chrift, fo humbling to man,
v»:hich I have maintained in the Vindication, p. 72, &c. Therefore,
if T am a merit-monger and an heretic now, it is evident that I was
fo eleven years ago, when I wrote a'fermon, which, as my late oppo-
nert js pleafed to fay, [Fin, Stroke, p. 44 ] ¢ dses me much credit,
-and plainly 3, that § was once zéaloufly attacked to the doirines of
the church of England,” )
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17) We perpetually fay at Charch : Glory 8¢ to the
Father, as Creator ; and to the Son, as Redeemer ; and
10 the Holy Ghoft, as fangtifier. Chridt is then to have
all the glory of our redemption : But if our good worke
come in for any fhare in the purchafs of heaven, we
muft come in aifo for fome fhare of the glory of our
[redemption. + ] Thus Chrift will no longer be the
only Redeemer : we fhall be 4 co-redeemers with him,
and confequently we fhall have % fhare in the doxo-
logy ; which is a blafphemous fuppofition.

(8) OurLord himfelf decides the queftion in thofé
remarkable words, t% #hen you have done all that is
- commanded you ; and where is the man that [according
to the law of innocence] has done [ without interrup-
tion] I fhall net fay o/, but the one half of it ? /ap,
We are unprofiiable fervants. <<y Now it is plain, that
unprafitable Jervants do not [properly] merit in whole
or in part, to fit down at their mafter’s table, and be
admitted as children to a fhare of his eftate. There-
fore, if God gives heaven to believers, it is entirely
owing to his free mercy, faccording to his diftributive
juftice, and the tenour of the law of faith] thro’ the
‘merits of Jefus Chrift, [derived by faith] and not at
all thro’ the [proper] merits of our own works.

(9) T thall clcfe thefe obfervations by St. Paul’s
-unanfwerable argument. I righteos/ne/s comes 6_;-;1::

AUy

(36) 1 I fubftitute the word redemption for the word falvation,
that 1 formerly ufed ; becaufe Englifh logic demands it. By the famé
‘reafcn 1 leave eut in the énd of the paragraph the words ¢ Sawiour,’
and ¢ joint faviours’ which I had illogically ¢oupled with ¢ Rede-
mery’ and ¢ co-redeemers.”  For, altho’ it is finétly true that no
man can redeem his brother’s foul, or even rarifom his body from the
power of the grave : ‘yet, according to the do@trine of fecondary, inflru~
smental caufes, it is abfolutely falfe that no man can fane his n€ighbour ;
for In doing this, fays St. Paul, thou fbalt botb fave thyfelf, and them
that bear thee, 3 Tim. iv, 16,

(37) 1 1 fay [the law of innocence] to defend the works of the lew
of FA1TH, by the inftrumentality of which we fhall be juflified or
faved in the great day. For thefe works flowing from Chrift’s grace,
and never afpiring-at any higher place, than that, which is alloted
them, viz. the place of juflifying evidences, they can never detra
from the Saviour’s honour or his grace,
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Jaaw, If falvation comes by [the covenant of] works,
then Chrift died im wain, Gal. ii. 21. Whence it fol-
lows that if it comes i part by the works of the
faw 1 [of innocence,] part of Chrift’s fufferings were
vain ; a fappofition which ends in the fame blafphe-
my [againft the Mediator. ]

[ (10) That maa might deferve any thing of God,
upon the footing of proper worthinefs, or merit of
equivalence, God flrould ftand in need of fome thing,
which it is in man’s er to beftow ; Bat this isa
folutely impoffible : for God being &lf-/ufficient in his
infinite fulae(s, is far above any want ; and man be-
ing a dependant creature, every moment fupported
by his Maker and Preferver, has nothing, and can
do nothing, to which God has not a far greater right
than man himfelf. This is what the apoitle afferts
where he fays, W/ kas given Him virsT, and it fhall
be recompenfed wmto him again ? — But much more in
this remarkable paflage : /#ko maketh thee to differ from
another 7 If thoa fayeft, The number of my talents
and the proper ufe | have made of them : [ atk again,
‘Who gave thee thofe talents ? And who fuperadded
grace, wifdom, and an opportunity to improve them ?
— Here we muft all give glory to God, asd fay with
St. James, Ewery good gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights.

U this confideration the apoftle proceeds to
check the chriftian pharifee thus; What haft thow,
that thou didft not receive P Now if thou didff receive it,
avky doft thou glery as if theu hadf} net received it 7 —
Whence it follows, that, tho® §t. Paal himfelf glories
in, and boafs of his difintereltednefs, yea folemnly
declares, No man fhall flop me of this boafling, yet he
did not glory in that virtue as if he had not received
it: Nos he gave the original glory of it to Him of
avhom, thro’ avhom, and to whom are all things. The
glory of beftowing original gifts upon us belongs then
to God alone ; and the original glory of the humility
with which we receive, and of the faithfulnefs, with
which we ufe thofe gifts, belongs alfo to him alone ;

altho’,
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altho’, in the very nature of things, we have fuch 2
derived (hare of that glory, as gives room to the rea-
Sonablenefs of divine reaards. For why fhéuld one be
rewarded more than another ; yea, why fhould one be
rewarded rather than punifthed, if derived faithfulnefs
does not make him more rewardable ? v

Obferve however, that, altho’ by this Jerived faith-
fulnefs one man makes himfelf to differ enough from
another, for God to reward him reafonably rather than
another ; yet ne man can fay to his Maker without
fatanic arrogance, ¢ I have made myfelf to differ from
¢t fuch an one, therefore I make a lawful demand
¢ upon thy juftice : Thus much have I done for thee;
¢ do as much for me again.” For while God dif-

enfes punifhiments according to the rules of fri
Juftice ; he beftows his reavards only according to the
rules of moral aptitude and Jiffributive equity, in
confequence of Chrift’s proper merits, and of his own
lg"racious promife ; all men on earth, and all angels in

eayen being far lefs cagable of properly deferving at
God’s hands, than all the mites and ants in England
are, of properly meriting any thing at the hands of
the king.] :

[ Laitly, what flaves earn is not their own, but the
mafter’s to whom they belong ; and what your horfes
get is your property, not theirs : Now as God has a -
thoufand times more right to us, than mafters to their
flaves, and you to your horfes ; it follows, that, fup-
pofing we were finlefs, and could properly earn any
thing, our profit would be God’s, not ours. So true 1t
is, that, from the creature to the Creator, the idea of
proper merit is as coatrary to juffice as it is to decency.]

As the preceding arguments [againft the proper
merit of works] will, I hope, abundantly fatisfy all
thofe [modern pharifees,] who have not entirely caft
away the chriftian revelation, I pafs to the old objec-
tion of [ifomc ignorant] papifts [and injudicious pro-
teftants.] ¢ If good works cannot [merit us heaven,
{fec the 5th note) or properly] fave us, why fhould
we trouble ourfelves about them 2 [And in anfwer-

ing,
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fng it, I fhall guard the do&rine of obedience againft
the antinomians.]

As this quibbling argument may puzzle the fimple,
and make the boafting pharifees, that ufe it, triomph
as if they had overturned the proteflant do&rine of
falvation by faith without [the] works f[decricd by
St. Paul ;] I beg leave to fhew its weaknefs by a com-
parifon. .

Suppofe you faid to me, ¢ Your doing the work
of a parith-prielt will never [merit] you an archbi-
" fhoprick ;> and I anfwered with difcontent, ¢ If
doing my office will never [ merit} me the fee of Can-
terbury, why fhould I do itat all ? [ need not trouble
myfelf about preaching any more;’’ would you not
afk me whether a clergyman has no reafon to attend
his flock, but the wild and proud conceit that his la-
bour muft {deferve +] him a bithoprick. Aad [ afk
in my turn : Do you fuppofe, that a chriftian has no
motive to do good works, but the wilder and prouder
notion, that his good works muft [properly {peaking
merit] him heaven ? [fee the 5th note.]

If therefore I can fhew, that he has the firongeft
motives, and inducements, to abound in good works
without the dotrine of [proper] merits ; I hope you
will drop your ebjeétion. You fay, ¢¢ If good works
will never [ properly merit us falvation, fee the sth

note] why fhould we do them ?’* I anfwer, For fix

good reafons, each of which [in fome degree 1] over-
turns your objeétion.
(1) > We

(38) + This illuftration is not ftriétly jufk, If the king had mil-
lions of bifhopricks to give, and if he had promifed to beftow one upon
every diligent clergyman ; folemnly declaring that all who negleé? their
charge, !fould not only mifs the ecclefiaftical dignity annexed to dili-
gence, but be put to a thameful death as fo many murdesers of fouls,
the cafes would then be exaltly parallel. Befides, every clergyman
is not a candidate for a bifhoprick, but every man is a candidate for
heaven. Again, a clergyman may be as happy in his parfonage as a
bithop in his palace : but if a man mifles heaven, he finks into hell,
Thefe glaring truths I overlooked when I wasa *“ LATE cvangelical

preacber,
1 Formerly I faid [entirely] but experience has taught me otherwife,
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(1) ¢ We are to do good works, to fiew our obe:
dience to our heavenly Father, 9 As a child obeys
his parents, not to purchafe their eftate, but becaufe
he is their child [and does not chufe to be difinhe-
rited :] {o believers obey God, not to get heaven for
their wages; but, beciufe he is their Father, [and
they would not provoke him to difinherit them. +]

(2) ¢7» We are to abound in all good works, to be
juftified before men [now, and before the Judge of all
the earch in the great day ;] and to thew that our faith
is faving. St. James ftrongly infifts upon this, chap.
3. 18. ) Shew me thy faith avithout thy averks, {ays
he, and I will fhew thee my faith by my works : That
¥, Thou fayeft, thou hatt faith, [becaunfe thou waft
once juftified by faith ;] but thou doeft not the works
of a believer : thou canft follow vanity, and conform
to this evil world : thou canft fwear or break the fab-
bath ; lie, cheat, or get drunk ; rail at thy neighbour,
ar live in uncleannefs : in a word, thou canft do one
or another of the devil’s works : Thy works there-
fore give thee the lie, and fhew that thy faith is
{now like] the devil’s faith ; for if faith avithous
avorks is dead, how doubly dead muit faith with dad
works be! 1 [And how abfurd is it to fuppofe, that
thou canft be inflrumentally juitified by a drad faith,
or declaratively juftified by bad works, either before
men or in the fight of God !]. But I awill fhew thee my
faith by my avorks, adds the apofile : i. e. By conftantly
abftaining from all evil works, and fteadily walking
in all forts of good works, 1 will make thee confefs,

that

(39) T This argument is weak without the additions. Our Lord
anforms us, that when the Father in the gofpel fays to his fair-fpoken
child, Sow, Go <wvork to-day in my vineyard, he anfwers, I go, Sir,
and goes not : And God himfelf fays, I bove nourifbed and brought up
CHILDREN, but they bave rcbelled againfi me. "Wo to the parents,
who have fuch children, and have no power to cut off an entail !

(40) t If this fingle claufe of my old fermon ftands, fo will the
Minutes and the Checks, But the whole argument is a mere jeft,
if a man that wallows in adultery, murder, or inceft, may have as
true, jultifying faith, as David had when he killed Goliah.
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that I am really in Chriff a new creasure, and that my
faith is living and genuine.

(3) Our Saviour told his difciples, that they were
to 3 do good works, not to purchafe heaven, but
that others. might he ftirred up to ferve God.. You
then, that have found the way of falvation by Chrift,
Let your light fo fhine before men; that even they, who
- fpeak evil of the do&rine of faith; feeing your geod
aworks may + glorify your Father awho is in heaven. 3
Mat. v. 16.

(4) ¢ We are to do good works out of gratitude
and Jowe to our dear Redeemer, who having [condi-
tionally] purchafed heaven for us with his precious
blood, 5y afks the fmall return of our love and obe-
dience. If you lowe me, {ays he, keep my commandments,
John xiv. 15. [This-motive is noble, and continues

owerful {o long as we Zeep our fir# lowe. But alas!
1t has little force with regard to the myriads, that ra-
ther fzar than love God : And it has.loft its force in
all thofe, who have denied the faith, or made fhipavreck
of it, or caft off their firft faith, and confequently their
Jirft lowe, and their firlt gratitude. The multitude of
thefe, in all ages, has been innumerable. I fear, we
might fay of juftified believers, what our Lord did of
the cleanfed lepers : Were there not ten cleanfed ? but
avhere are the nine ? Alas | like the apoftates mention-
ed by St. Paul, they are turned afide after the flefh,
after the world, after fables, after antinomian dotages,
after wain jangling, after Satan himfelf. 1 Tim. v. 15.]
I (5) We

(43) t This argnment is quite frivolous, if my late opponent is
sight,  Hocw bas many a poor foul, fays he, who bas been faithlefs thro®
the fear of man, even blefled God for Peter’s denial ! Five Letters, Sx-
€OND edition revifed, p. 40. Hence it appears, that denying Chrift
with oaths and curfes, will caufe * mamy a poor foul to blefs God,™
i, € to.glorify our heavenly Fatber. Now if borrid crimes do this as
well as good verks, is it” not abfurd to inforce the practice of good
verks, by faying, that thcy alone have that bleffed effect ? But my
opponent may eafily get over this difficulty before thofe, whofe bat-~
tles he fightse He needs only charge me with difingenuity for not
c_]nol:ing the THIRD revifed cdition of his book, if he has publifhed
tuch a one,
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(5) We are to be careful to maintain good works,

not only that we may nct lofe our confidence in God,
1 John 3ii- 19, &c. but alfo] that we may nourith
and increafe our faith or fpiritual life ; [or, to ufe
the language of St. James, that faith may awork avith
our aworks, and that by avorks our faith may be made
perfeft.) As a man (in health, who is + threatened by
no danger,] does not walk that his walking may pro-
cure him lite [or fave his life from deftruétion ;] but
that he may preferve his health, and [add to] his ac-
tivity : So a believer, does not walk in good works
to get [an initial life of grace, or a primary title to-
an] eternal life [of glory :] but to keep up and in.
creafe the vigour of his faith, by which he has [alrea-
dy a title to, and the earneit of] eternal life [in hea.
ven. For as the beft healtk without any exercife is
foon deftroyed, fo the firongeft faith without works
will foon droop and die. Hence it is that St. Paul
exhorts vs to Hold faith and a good confeience, awhick
Jome having put away by refufing to walk in good
‘works, concerning faith have made fhipavreck. ]

(6) 3 We are not to do good works to obtain
heaven by them [as if they were the primary, and pro-
perly meritorious caufe of our falvation.] This § proud,
antichriftian motive would poifon the beft doings of
the greateft faints, if faints could thus trample vpon
the blood of their Saviour: Such a wild conceit being
only the pharifee’s cleaner way to hell. But we are
to do them, becaufe they fhall be requarded in heav[cn

as

(42) + Formely I did not confider that as Noah walked into the
ark, and Lot out of Sodom, to fave their lives 3 fo finners are called
<0 turn from their iniquity, and db that which is lawful and right ta
fave their fouls alive. Nor did I obferve, that faints are commanded
to qualk in good wvorksy left the deftroyer overtake them, and they le-
fome fons of perdition, Howeyer, in Bgbel, fuch capital overfights did
me ““ much credis.”

(43) 1 Here I leave out the word fe_/ﬁﬂlv, as being ambiguous, It
is not felfifbucfs, but true wifdom and well-ordered felf-love, cvanges
lically to labour for the meat that endureth to everlafiing kife. Not to dg
it is the height of Laodicean ftupidity, or antinomian concgit,
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{as well as + ] with heaven. 5y To underftard this
we muft remember, that, according to the gofpel and
our liturgy, God opens the kingdom of heaven to all be-
fiewers : [becaufe true believers are always true work-
ers ; true faith always working by love to God’s com-
mandments. Next to Chrilt then, to fpeak the lan-
uvage of fome injudicious divines,} Faitk alone, whea
t works by love, takes us to heaven: {Or rather, to
avoid an apparent contradittion, Faith and its avorts
are the way to heaven:] But as there are ftars of
different magnitude in the material heaven, fo alfo
in the fpiritual. Some who, like St. Faul, have emi-
nently thined by the work of faith, the patisnce of hope,
and the labour of love, fhall fhine like the brighteit
flars, (or the fun:] and - others, who, like the dy-
ing thief and infants, have had [little { or] no time
to fhew their faith [or holinefs] by their works, fhall
enjoy a lefs degree of glorious blifs: But all fhail
afcribe the whole of their falvation only to the mercy
of God, the merits of Chrift, and the efficacy of his
blood aad fpirit, <) according to St. John’s vifion :
{ beheld, and lo a great multitade of all nations, and
kindred, and people, and tongues, flood before the throne,
awith palms in their hkands, cloathed with robes, that
they had cwafhed, and made awhite in the blood of the
Lamb : And [while our Lord faid to-them by his gra-
. 12 cious

(44) T Here I leave out akho’ not, and fupply as well as, for the -
reafons affigned in the Scriptural Effay,

(45) T Mr. H, triumphs in ‘his Finifhing Stroke, p. 50, laft note,
thro’ my omiffion of thofe two words. ~ But without having recourfé
20 “ magical power,” ot even to *¢ Logica -Helvetica,” to reconcile my
fermon with my Checks ; I defire unprejudiced Calvinifts to mentiosi
any one befides the dying thief, that ever evidenced his faith by con-
fefing Chrift, when his very apoftles denied or forfook him ; by
openly praying to him, when the multitudes reviled him ; by humbly
Pleading guilty before thoufands ; by publicly defending injured inno-
cence ; by boldly reproving bh’phemy 3 by kindly admonithing his
fellow-malefator ; and by fully acknowledging Chrift’s kingly office,
when he was crowned with thorns, and hanging on the croé ? Did
'St, John, did Mary Magdalen, did even the Virgin Mary, fbow thcir
faith by fuch glorious wworks, under fuch unfavourable circumftances ?
‘0 ye Solifidians, where is your attention ?
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cious looks, according. to the doétrine of fecondary,
inftromental caufes, Walk with me in ahite, for you
are WORTHY, and inkerit the kingdom prepared for you,
for I was hungry and ye gave me meat, &c.] they cried
[according to the dottrine of primary and properly-
meritorious caufes] not ¢¢ Salvation to our endea-
voars and good works ;" but Salvation 10 oUR God,
avho fitteth upon the throne, -and unto the Lamb for ever
and ever,

[ Thus, by the rules of celeftial courtefy, to which
our Lord vouchfafes to fubmit in glory ; while the
faints jufily draw a veil over their works of faith, to
extol only their Saviour’s merits ; He #indly pafles
over his own blood and righteoufnefs, to make men-
tion only of their works and obedience. Tiey, fetting
their feal to the firft gofpel axiom, fhoat with great
truth, ¢ Salvation to God and the Lamb : And He,
fetting his feal to the fecond gofpel-axiom, replies
with great condefcenfion : Salvation 20 them that are
wiorthy ! Eternal falvation to all that obey me, Rev. iii.
4+ Heb. v.9.] ' :

{{ Therefore, notwithftanding the perpetual aflanlts
of proud pharifees, and of felf-humbled antinomians ;
the two gofpel-axioms fland unfhaken upon the twe
fundamental, infeparable doftrines of faith and works
~—of proper merit in Chrift, and derived worthinefs
in his members. Penitent believers freely receive all
from the God of grace and mercy, thro’ Chrift ; and
humble workers freely return all to the God of holi-
nefs and glory, thro’ the fame adorable Mediator,
“Thus God has all the honour of freely beflowing upon
us a crown of righteoufnefs, in a way of judicious
mercy and diftributive jeftice ; while we, thro’ grace,
have + all the komour of freely recerving it, in a way of

penitential

(46) + Omjyecrion. ¢ We bave all the bonour thro® grace ! ({ays
‘a friend of voluntary humility) What honour can you poflibly afcribe
‘to man, when you have already afcribed a// honour to God ? But one,
who begins his fermon by pleading for merit, may well conclude it
‘by taking from God .part of his bomour, diminion, and praife.”’ —

ANSWER,




(%)
penitential faith and obedient gratitude. To him
therefore, one eternal Jehovah in Father Son and

Holy Ghott, be afcribed a/l the merit, honour, praife,
and dominion, wortky of a God, for ever and ever. ]

END OF THE GUARDED SERMON.

Answer, I plead only for an interet in Chrift’s m:rits thro” faith
and the works of faith. This intereft I call derived worthinefs, which
would be as dithonourable to Chrift, as it is honourable to believers,
I confefs alfo, that I afpire at the bomoar of fhouting in heaven, Ale-
dujab to God and the Lamb ! In the mean time I hope, that I may
pay an inferior bonour to all men, afcribe derived dominion to the king,
beftow deferved praife upon my pious opponents, and claim the bonour
of being their obedient fervant in Chrift, without robbing the Lamb
«of his peculiar worthinefs and God of his proper bongur, dominion,
-and praife. . )

ocfoscfocfooforfociociocfocfoeafocioFosfecfosfo o o

A PP ENDTIX

I Flatter myfelf that the preceding difcourfe thews,
A (1) that 1t is very pofiible to preach free grace,
without direly or indireétly preaching Calvinifm and
Sree wrath : And (2) that thofe who charge Mr. Wef-
ley and me with fubverting the articles of our Church,
which guard the do&rine of grace, do us great wrong.'
Should God fpare me, [ fhall alfo bear my teftimony to
the truth of the doctrine of conditional Predeltination
and Ele&ion, maintained in the 17th article, to which
I have not had an opportunity of fetting my feal in
this work. -

As I have honeftly laid my helvetic bluntnefs, and
antinomian miftakes before the public in my notes ;
I am not confcious of having mifreprefented my old
fermon in my enlarged difcourfe. Should however
the keener eyes of my opponents difcover apy real mif-

I g takes
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takes in my additions, &c. upon information I fhall
be glad to acknowledge and reify it. 'Two or thtee
fentences I have left out, merely becaufe they formed
wain repetitions, without adding any thing to the fenfe.
But, whenever I have, for confcience faEe. made any
“alteration, that affzfs, or sEEMs to affe the dodirine 5
1 have informed the reader of it, and of my reafon for
it in a note; that he may judge whether I was right
twelve years ago, or whether I am now : And where
there is no fuch note at the bottom of the page, there
is'an addition in the context, direQing to the rirrn
note, where the alteration is acknowledged, and ac-
counted for according to the reafonable condition,
which I have made in the preface.

‘I particularly recommend the perufal of zkar note,
of the fir/?, and of the rawenty-fir/? to thofe, who do not
yet fee their way thro’ the ftreights of pharifaifm and
antinomianifm, thro’ which I have been obliged to
tteer my courfe in handling a text, which, of all others,
JSesms at firft fight beft calculated to countenance the
miflakes of my opponents.

Sharp-fighted readers will fee by my fermon, that
nothing is more difficult than rightly 1o divide the avord
of God. 'The ways of Truth and Error lie clofe toge-
ther, tho’ they never coincide. When fome preachers
fay, that ¢¢ The road to heaven pafles very near the

. mouth of hell,” they do not mean, that the road to
heaven and the road to heil are one and the fame.
I 1 affert, that the way of Trutk runs parallel to the
ditch of Errer, I by no means intend to confound
them. Let Error therefore come, in fome things, ever
fo near Truth, yet it can no more be the Track, than
a filthy ditch, that runs parallel to a good road, can
be the road.

You wonder at the athletic ftrength of Milo, that
brawny man. who ftands like an anvil under the bruif-
ing fift of his antagonift ¢+ Thro’ the flowery paths of
youth and childhood trace him back to his cradle ;
and, if you pleafe, confider him unborn : He is Milo
&ill. Nay view him juft conceived or quickened, ar;‘d

tho
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tho® your naked eye fcarcely difcovers the,pmnam /a-
liens, by which he differs from a non-entity or alife-
lefs thing ; yet even then the difference between him
and a non-entity is not only rea/, but prodigious ; for
it is the vaft difference between fomething and nothing,
between /ifz and #o life — In like manner trace back
Truth to its firft famina; inveftigate it till you find
its punftum faliens, its firt difference from Error ; and
even then, you will fee an ¢/ential, a capital difference
between them, tho’ your fhort-fighted or inattentive
neighbour can perceive none.

It is often a thing little in appearance, that turns
the fcale of truthj neverthelefs, the difference between
a fcale turned or not turned, is as real as the difference
between a juf and a falz weight, between righs and
avrong. 1 make this obfervation : (1) To fhow that
altho’ my opponents come very near me in fome
things, and | go very near them in others, yet the
difference between us is as eflential as the difference
between /ight and darknefs, truth and error : And (2)
to remind them and myfelf, that we ooght fo mach
the more to exercife chriftian forbearance towards
each other, as we find it difficult, whenever we do not
ftand upon our guard, to do juitice to every part of
tte Truth, without feeming to diffent even from our-
felves. However, our fhort-fightednefs and twilight
knowledge do not alter the nature of things. The
truth of the anti-pharifaic and anti-Crifpian gofpel
is as immutable as its eternal Author; and whether [
have marked out its boundaries with a tolerable de-
gree of juftnefs or not, I mutt fay as the heathen poet:

Eft modus in rebus, funt certi denique fines,
- Quos ultra citra que nequit coafiftere rectum, 4

4 Truth is confined within her firm bounds ; nay, there is a mid-
dic line equally diftant from all extremes ; on that Line fhe ftands, and
to mifs her, you need only ftep over it to the right hand or to thc left,

A SO TP



o9z )

A
SCRIPTURAL ESSAY

‘On the aftonithing rewardablenefs of Works accord.
ing to the Covenant of Grace :

ConNTAINING

1. A VARIETY of plain Scriptures, awhick fhew, that
HEAVEN ITSELF is the gracious REWARD of the
WORKS of Faith, and that Believers may loje that
Reward by bad Works.—II. An ANSWER t0 the
mofl plaufible Objelions of the Solifidians againft this
Docdirine. —I1I. SoMB REFLECTIONS upon the un-
reafonablene/s of thofe, avho feorn to avork with an Eye
20 the Reward, that God offers to excite us to Obedience.

To the Law and to the Teftimeny, If, viii. 8.

FirsT Pawrr.

AVING particularly guarded in the preced-

I I ing difcourfe the doétrine of SALVATION &y 2he
cowenant of grace, and having endeavoured to fecure
the foundation of the gofpel againft the unwearied at-
tacks of the Pharifees ; 1 fhall now particularly guard
the WorKks of the covenant of grace, and by that means
1 fhall fecure the Jfuperfirufture againit the perpetual
aflaults of the Antinomians : a part of my work this,
which is fo much the more important, as the ufe of a
flsong foundaticn is only ta bear up an ufeful firuQare.
None but fools a&t without motive. To deprive a
wife man of every motive to a&, is to-keep him in
total inalion: and to rob him of fome grand motive,
is confiderably to weaken his willingnefs to a&, or his
fervour in afting. The burning love of God is un-
. doubtedly
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doubtedly the moft genergus motive to obedience:
but alas ! thoufands of good men, like Cornelius, are
“yet ftrangers to thac powerful fenfation fhed abroad in
their hearts by the Holy Ghoft : In thoufands of weak
be:ievers, love is not yet properly kindled ; it is ra-
ther a /moking flax than a blazing fire : in thoufands
of Laodicean profeflors it is fcarce Jukeavarm ; and in
all apoftates i¢ is awaxed cold. 'Therefore, in the pre-
fent, fickly ftate of the church militant, it is as ab-
furd in preachers, to urge no motive of good works
but grateful lowe ; as it would be in phyficians to in-
fitt, that a good flomach muft be the only motive, from
which their patients cught to take ecither food or
phyfic. ’

Our Lord far from countenancing our doétrinal re-
fincments in this refpedt, perpetually fecares the prac-
tice of good works by promifing hzaven to all that per-
fevere in doing them ; while he deters us from fin, by
threatening -defirudion to all that perfitt in committing
it; working thus alternasely upon our Aeses and fiars,
shofe powerful {prings of aftioa in-the human breafl.

The force of this double incentive to practical re-

ligion, I greatly weakened ; when, being carried away
by the itream of folifidianifm, I ralhly faid in my
old + fermén, after fome of our reformers, that ¢ good
works fhall be rewarded i heaven aad eternal life,
" altho’ not avith eternal life and heaven.” An antino-
mian error this, which [ again publicly renounce, and
againft which I enter the tollowing fcriptural proteft.
- 1f the oracles of God comimand us to work FroM
an initial life of grace, For au cternal life of glory ;
frequently annexing the promife of heavenly blifs to
good works, and threatening all avorkers of iniguity
with hell-torments ; it follows, that heaven will be
the gracioxs reward of good works, and hell the ju/!
awages of bad ones.

I readily grant however, that, if we confider our-
felves merely as finners, in the light of the f£r/ff gofpel-
axiom, and according to the covenant of aorks, which

we
4 -See the notes 29, and 44.
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we have fo frequently broken ; heaven is MERELY the
G1¥T of God thro’ our Lord Fefus Chrift : for, accord-
ing to that covenant, deftruétion is the wages of. all
who have committed fin. But, if we are converted
finners, or obedient be/icwers ; and if we confider our-
fclves in the light of the fecond gofpel axiom, and ac-
cording to the covenant of grace ; every unprejudiced
perfon, who believes the bible, maft allow that hea-
ven is the gracious REwARD of our works of faith.
An illuftration may help the reader to fee the juft-
nefs of this diftin€tion — A charitable nobleman dif-
charges the debts of ten infolvent prifoners, fets them
up in great or little farms, according to their refpec-
tive abilities; and laying down a thoufand pounds

before them, he fays : ¢ [ have already done much .

for you, but I will do more fill. I freely give yoa
this purfe, to encourage your induftry. You fhali
thare this gold among you, if you manage your farms
according to my directions : but if you let your fields
be over-run with thorns, you fhall’ not only lofe the
bounty I defign for the induftrious, but forfeit all my
preceding favours.” Now who does not fee, that
the thoufand pounds thus laid down, are a free gift of
the nobleman ; that neverthelefs, upon the perform-
ance of the condition or terms he has fixed, they be-
come a gracious reavard of induftry 5 and that confe-
quently, the obtaining of this reward turns now en-

tirely upon the werks of saduflry performed by the

farmers.

Jutt fo eternal falvation is the fres gé/? of God thro’
Jefus Chrift ; and vet the vbzaining of it {on the pary
of adelts] turns entirely upon their aworks of faith;
that is, upon their aorks as well as upon their fairh.
Hence the fcripture fays indifterently, He that BEL1EV-
ETH is NOT CONDEMNED ; and, Jf thou DOEST WELL
Jhalt thou not te AccepTED ? Ail that BELIEVE are
jusTi¥IED ; and, He that WORKETH righteoufnefs is
aacspTep.—Our Lord, fpeaking of a weeping peni-
tent, fays equally : Her fins, awhich are many, are for-
given ; for fie LOVED much; and, Thy fins are forgivem,

thy
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thy 2A1TH hath faved thee. — As for St. Paul, tho’ he
always juftly excludes the works of unb:lief, and
merely ceremonial works, yet he fo joins fuirk, and
the avorks of faith, as tothew us, they are equally ne-
ceflary to eternal falvation: There is no condemnarion,
fays he, to them that are in Chriff by faith : [Here is
the Pharifee’s portion] avke WaLK not after the flofh,
but after the fpirit [ Here is the Antinomian’s portion.].
Hence it appears, that living faith now and always
works rightecoufnefs ; and that the works of righteouf-
nefs now + and always accompany faith, fo long as it
remains Jiving.
¢ I know this is the doftrine,” fays judicious Mr.
Baxter, ¢ that will have the loudeft outcries raifed
¢ againft it ; and will make fome cry out, Herefy,
Popery, Socinianifm ! and what not ? For my own
- part the Searcher of hearts knoweth, that not fingu-
larity, or any good will to Popery provoketh me to
entertain it: but that I have earneftly fought the
Lord’s dire¢tion upon my knees, before I durft ad-
¢ venture on it ;-and that I refifted the light of this
¢ conclafion as long as I was able.’—May this bright
teftimony make way for an illuminated cloud of pro-
phets and apoftles ! and may the fun of righteoufnefs
rifing behind it, fo fcatter the fhades of error, that we
may awake out of our laodicean fleep, and antinomian
dreams, and fee a glorious, unclouded gofpel-day!
That in fubordination to Chrift our ezernal {alva-
tion depends upon good works, i. e. upon the works of
faith, will, I think, appear indubitable to them that
believe the bible, and candidly confider the following
fcriptures, in which HEAVEN and eternal life 1N cLO-
ry are fufpended upon aworks, if they {pring from a
fincere belief in the light of our difpenfation ; I fay,
if they {pring from true faitk, it being abfolutely im-
poflible for an keathen, and much more for a chriffian,
to

a o a & &

+ 1 ufe the word now, to flop up the antinomian gap, which one
of my opponents tries to keep open by infinuating, that tho' a true
believer may commit adultery and murder mow, yet he will afways
work righteoufnefs before he die,
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to work righteoufnefs without BELIEVING in fome
degree that God is, and that ke is the reavarder of them
that diligently feek him, as well as the punifher of them
that prefumptuouily fin againft him : For awithout
Sfaith it is impoffible to pleafe God ; all faithlefs warks
fpringing merely from {uperftition, like thofe of Baal’s
prielts, or from hypocrify like thofe of the pharifees.
Having thus guarded again the dofrine of FaiTH, [
produce fome of the many fcriptures that direstly
or indireftly annex the abave-mentioned reward to
wWORKS : And, ,

(1) To confideration, converfion, and exercifing aure
Jelves to godline/s. ~ ¢ Becaufe he confideresh, and
¢ turneth away from-all his tranfgreflions, &c. he fhal}
, furely live, he fhall not die. — When the wicked
¢ man turnsth.away from his wickednefs, &c. he fhall
¢ Jave his foul alive. — Wherefore turn yourfelves and
¢ liwe ye.— Exercife thyfelf unto godline/s, for it is pro-
¢ fitable unto all things ; baving the promife of ke
¢ Jife that now is, and that awkick is to come.’

(2) o doing the will of God.— ¢ He that does the
¢« will of my Father, fhall enter into the kingdom of
¢ heaven. — He that does the will of God, abidety for

¢ ever. — Whofoever fhall 4o the will of God, the

¢ fame is my brather and fifier — i. e. the fame is an
¢ heir of God, and a jeint-heir with Chrift.’

(3) To confeffing Chrift, and calling upon the name of
the Lord. — ¢ With the mouth confefron is made to fal-
¢ wation. — Whofoever therefore thall confz/s me be-
¢ fore men, him will I confe/s alfo before my Father:
¢ But whofoever thall deny me before men, him will I
¢ alfo d:ny before my Father. — Whofoever fhall cal/
« ypon the name of the Lord, fhall be feved.”

(4) To felf-denial : ¢ If thy hand oftend thee, cut 7¢
off : 1t is better for thee to enter into /ifz maimed,
than having two hands to go to 4e//, &c. And if
- thine eye offend thee, pluck it out : lt is better for
thee to enter into the dingdom of God with one eye,
than having two eyes to be caft into Aell-fire. —
¢ There is no man, that %azk /eft boufe, cr byethren,

&c,

LN S A
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¢ &c. for my fake and the gofpel’s, but he fhall re-
¢ ceive an hundred fold now, aad in the world to come
¢ eternal life.—He that loferh his life for my fake, fhall
¢ find it, &c.—He that Aates4 his life in this world, thall
¢ keep it unto /ife eternal.’ — And our Lord fuppofes
. that by * gaining the world,” a man may *¢ lofz bis own
foul * Far, according to the covenant of grace, even
reprobates are not totally loft, till they make them-
felves fons of perdition like Judas ; i. e, till they perfo-
nally and lately /ofe thesr omon fouls and heaven, by
their perfonal and obftinate purfuit of worldly things.
(5) To diligent labour, and ¢arnefft endeavonrs.—< O
¢ man of God, lay Aeld on cternal life — Work. out
¢ your own falvatien. — Labour for the meat that en-
"¢ doreth to everlafiing life — Keep thy heart with all
¢ diligence, for out of it are the iffues of life. — In fo
¢ doing theu thalt fawe thyfelf. — Narrow is the gate
¢ that leads to kfe. — Strive to eater in. — The vio-
¢ lent prefs into the kingdom of God, and take it
¢ by force.’
(6) To keeping the commandments.—* Blefled are they
that & his commandments, &c. that they may enter
thro’ the gates into the city,’ i. e. into heaven. —
These fhall in £o wife eater into it any thing that
aarketh abomination.—If thoa wilt enter into /ife, 4
- keep the commandments, —— Thou haft anfwered
right: This do and thou thalt Sve. — There is one
¢ Lawgiuer, who is able to fave and to Zffroy :* [fome
of whole laws run thus:] ¢ Forgive, and ye fhall be fore
"¢ given — Blefled are the merciful, for they flall ob-
-¢ tain mercy - With what jodgment ye judge, ye fhall
¢ b¢ judged — For he {hall have judgment awithout
mercy, that hath fhewed no mercy.— BLisszp are the
peace-makers, for they fhall be called the children of
God,’ [and, of courie, the heirs of the kingdom, ]—
The king fhall fay unto them, Come, ye BLESSED
of my Father, inkerit the kingdom prepared for you,
K ¢ for

P ST Y

.- & a & &

1 See the excellent comment of our church upon thefe words of our
) Leid, 1Vith Check, p, 27,
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# for I was hungry and ye gave me meat, &c.—What-
£ foever ye db, do it heartily, as to the Lord, knowing
¢ that of the Lord ye fhall receive the REwaRrD of the
¢ inkeritance : But he that does wrong, fhall receive for
¢ the wrong which he hath dome, and there is no re-
¢ {fpect of perfons. — Be ye therefore followers of
¢ God as dear childen, &c. for this ye know, that no
-* avhoremonger, &c. hath ANy inkeritance in the king-
¢ dom of God.—The works of the flefh are manifeft,
¢ which are thefe, adultery, &c. of which 1 tell you
[believers] ¢ that they, who 4o fuch things, fhall nes
¢ inherit the kingdom of God.”

(7) To running, fighting, faithfully laying up treafure
in heaven, and feeding the flock of God. — ¢ They, who
* run in a race, run all; but one receiveth the prize :
5 So ran that you may obrain. Now they are tempe-

“¢ rate in all things to obtain a corruptible croawr ; but
¢ we, an incorruptible. 1 therefore /o run—fight—and
£ bring my body into fubje&ion,’ [that [ may obtain :]
< left 1 myfelf fhould be caft away :’ i. e. fhonld not
be approved of, fhould be reje&ted, and lofe my incor-
ruptible eroawn. — ¢ Fight the good fight of faith, Jay
¢ hold on eternal life. — Lay up treafure in heaven. —
# Make yourfelves friends with the mammon of un-
¢ righteoufnefs, that, when you fail on earth, they
¢ may receive you into everlafting habitations —
¢ Charge them who are rich, that they do good, that
¢ they be rich in good works, Jaying up in ftore for

- # themfelves a good foundation againit the time to
f come, that they may /ay hold on eternal life. — Feed
¢ the flock of God, &c. being examples to the flock,
¢ and when the chief Shepherd fhall appear, ye fhall
¢ receive the croawn of glery, that fadeth not away.’

(8) To love and charity., © Tho’ 1 have all faith,
# &c. and have no ckarity, l am nothing.—She,’ [the
woman] # fhall be fgved, &c. if they,’ [womankind]
¢ continue in faith and ckarity. — Whofoever Aateth

“# his brother hath not eternal life— He that Joveth not
¢ his brother, abideth in death — We know we have

# pafled from death unto /ife becaufe we /ove the bre-
’ ¢ thern
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¢ thren—1If any man Jowe not the Lord Jefus, let him
¢ be amathema — The crown of life, which the Lord
¢ hath promifed to them that /ove him.’

(9) 7o a godly walk. ¢ There is NO condemnatior
¢ to them, &c. that awa/k Not after the fleth — As
¢ many as walk according to this rule, mercy [be, or
¢ will be] on them,— If we aalé in the light’ [of
good wworks, Mat. v. 15.] ¢ the blood of Chrift clean(-
¢ eth us from all fin.—The Lord will give grace and
¢ glory, and no good thing will he withhold from them
¢ that avalé uprightly. — Many’ [ fallen hlie«wr:i
¢ avalk, &c ‘enemies of the crofs of Chrift, whofe en
¢ is deffrudtion v

(10) To perfevering watchfulnefs, faithfulnefs, prayer,
&c. * He that endureth unto the end, the fame fhall be
¢ faved.—Be faithful unto death, and I will give thee
¢ the crown of life. — Blefled is the man that endureth
¥ temptation, for when he is tried, he fhall receive the
¢ croawn of life.—~ Becaufe thou haft eps the word of
¢ my patience, I will alfo keep thee, &c. — To him
¢ that owercometh, will I grant to fit with me in my
¢ threne.— To him that 4espeth my aworks unto the
¢ end, &c. will I give the morning flar. — Take heed
* to yourfelves, &c. avatck and pray always, that ye
¢ may be counted avorthy to ¢fcape, &c. and to fland
¢ before the Son of man.’ In a word,

(1) To patient continuance in mortifying the deeds of
the body, and in avell doing.—* If ye live after the flefh,
¢ ye fball die; but if ye thro’ the fpirit morsify the
¢ deeds of the body, ye fhall /iwe—For he that joweth.
¢ to his fleth, fhall of the_flefh reap perdition ; but he -
¢ shat _foaveth to the fpirit, fhall of the fpirit reap /ifz
¢ everlafting : And let us not be weary 1n well-doing,
¢ for in due feafon we thall REAP’ [not, if we faint or
not, but] ¢ 1r we faint not. — He that reaperh receiv-
¢ eth awages, and gathereth fruit unto /ife eternal. —
¢ Ye have your fruit unto holinefs, and the end ever-
* lafting life.’—Ged, at the revelation of his righteous
¢ judgment, will render to every man according to his
* decds : eternal life to them, who, by patieat tontix

: K2 ¢ ance
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¢ nuance in well-doing, feek for glory.—~Anguifh upoa
¢ ‘every foal of man that dees svil, &c. buc glory to

.¢ every man that worketh good, &c. for there is no re«

¢ fpe&t of perfons with God.’

Is it not aftonithing, that, ia fight of fo many plain
fcriptures, the Solifidians fhould fhill ridicule the pafs-
port of good works, and give it to the winds as a
¢ paper-kite” } However, if the preceding texts do
not appear fufficient, I can fend another volley of gof-

pel-truths, to thow that the initial falvition of believ-

ers themfelves may be lof? thso’ bad wesks.

¢ I know thy awrks, &c. fo then becaufe thou are
¢ lukewarm I will fpue thee out of my mouth,—What
¢ doth it profit, my brethren, tho’ a man’ {7/ any one,
and two verfes below, any one of you, James ii. 14,
16,] ¢ fay he hath faith, and hath not works’ [#oav 2}

- ¢ Can faith fave him? &c. Faith, if it hath not

¢ warks, 'is dead being alone. — Grudge not one
* againft anotber, brethren, left ye be damned’ [in
the original it is the fame word, which is rendered
damned, Mark xvi. 16.] — ¢ If we {uffer, we fhall al{o
¢ reign with him : if awe [believers] deay him, he will
aMo deny us. — Add to your faith wirtus, &c. cha-
rity, &c. if ye 4o thefe things ye thall never fall,
for fa an ExrrancE fhall be miniftered wnto you

— It had been letser for them, that have efcaped
the pollutions of the world thre’ the Amosuledge of
our Sawieur, {1. e for believers]¢ not to have known
the way of sighteoufnefs, than after they bave
known it, to surx from the koly commandment deli-
vered unto them. — Ewery tree, that briageth not
forth good frait, is cut doawn, and caftinto the fire.—
Ewvery branch 1N Mg, that beareth zo¢ fruit, my
Father taketh away — Abide in me, &¢. If a man
¢ abide not in me’ [by keeping my commandments in
faith] ¢ he is caft forth as a branch, and is withered ;
% and’ [he fhall fhare the fate of the branches that
have really belonged to the natural vine, and now bear
no more froit] € men gather them, and caft them
K3 ¢ into

abundantly into the cverlafing kingdom of our Lord..
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« ‘into the fire, and they are burned.” — The fig-tree
in the Lord’s moral vineyard is cut down, for mor
bearing fruit. — ¢ Him that finnetk 1 will blot out of’
¢ my book — Some having put away a good confcience,’
concerning faith have made fhipawreck — Such as
turn back to their own wickednefs, the Lord fhall’
fead them forth with the ewi/ doers.—Towards thee,
goodnefs, if [ by continuing in obedience]* thou con-:
tinug in his goodnefs, otherwife thou fhalt be czr of°
Again, ¢ For the wickednefs of their dbings, I will |
drive them out of my houfe, I will Jowe them no
more — Some are already surned afide after Satan —
having damnation becaufe they have caf off their firf
faith — the faith that awors by love — the myftery
of faith kept in.a pure confecience— the faith unfeign-
ed’[that the apoftle couples with}¢ a good confeience—
the faith that is made perfe& by works’ — the faith
that cries like Rachel, Give me children, give me good
works, or elje 1.die— the faith that faints without obe-
dience, and a&ually dies by bad works ; the follow-
ing fcriptures abundantly proving that faith, and
confequently the juf? who lives by faith, can die by
bad works,
¢ When a righteous man + doth turn from his righ-
* teou/nefs, and commit iniquity, &c. he fhall p1e in
¢ his fin, and his righteou/nefs, which he has done,
¢ fhall #ot be remembered.” Ezek. iii. z0. — Again,
’ ¢ When

o« a & & &8 & a

+ That this is fpoken of a truly-righteous man, i. e, of a believer,
appears from the following reafons : (1) The righteous here men-
tioned, is oppofed to the wwick:d mentioned in the context: As furely
then as the word avicked means there one really-wicked, fo does the
word righteous mean bere one truly-righteous, (2) The righteous
man's turning from his righteonfne(s, is oppofed to the wicked man’s
turning from his iniquity : If therefore the righ man’s righteou(-
nefs is to be underftood of feigned goodnefs, fo the wicked man’s ini-
quity muft be underftood of feigned iniquity. (3) The crime of the
righteous man here fpoken of is turning from bis n'gbtm?’mﬁ : but if
his righteoufnefs were only an hypocritical righteoufnefs, he would
rather deferve to be commended for renouncing it; a wicked, fly
pharifec being more odious ta God than a barefaced finner, who his

honefly

o




{ 102 )

* When the righteons, &c. doss according ‘to all the,
¢ abominations that the wicked man does, fhall he
¢ live ? All his righteon/mefs, that he has done, fhall
¢ not be mentioned : in his trefpa/s that he hath tref-
¢ pafled, and in his fn that he hath finned, in them
fhall be p1g.” Ezek. xviii. 24.—Once more : ¢ The
righteoufnefs of the righteous fhall not deliver him
in the day of his tranfgreflion, &c. When I fay to
¢ the righteous, that he fhall furely live 5 § if he truft
¢ to his righteoufnefs, and commit iniquity he fhall
¢ die for it.’ Ezek. xxxiii. 13.

It feems, that God forefeeing, the Solifidians would
be hard of belief, notwithftanding the great ado they
make about faith, condefcended to their infirmity,
and kindly fpoke the fame thing over and over ; for,
fetting again the broad feal of heaven to the truth
that chiefly guards cthe fecond gofpel-axiom, he fays
for the fourth time, ¢ When the righteous rurnerk
« from his righteoufnefs, and committeth iniquity, he
¢ fhall even piE thereby : But if the wicked zarns from
¢ bis wickednefs, and poTH that which is lawful and
¢ right, he fball L1ve thereby.’ Ezek. xxxiii. 18, 19.

If Ezekiel is not allowed to be a competent judge,
et Chriff himfelf be heard ; ¢ Then his Lord faid unto
< him: O thou wicked fervant, I.forgave thee o/l that
¢ debt, &c. Shouldeft not thou alfo have had com-
¢ paffion on thy fellow-fervant, even as I had pity on
¢ thee? And his Lord was auroth, and delivered him
* to the tormentors.” Mat. xviii. 26, &c. Al

Co- . 1

honefty enough not to put on the mafk of seligion, Rev. iii. 15, —
¢4) Part of this apoftate’s punifbment will confift in NoT having the
‘righteoufnefs that be bas done temembered : but if his righteoufnefs is a
falfe righteoufnefs, or mere hypocrify, the divine threatening proves a
precious premife ; for you cannot pleafe an hypocrite better, than by
affuring him, that his hypoerify fhall never be remembered. What a
pity is it, that, to defend our miftakes we fhould fix egregious non-
fenfe, and grofs contradi€tion upon the only wrfe God ! -t

1 Thefe words are another indubitable proof, that the righteous
here mentioned is a truly-righteous perfon ; as the holy and trae God
would never fay to a wicked pharifee, that be fBall furely lives

a & &
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" All the J:receding fcriptares are thus fummed up
by our Lord, Mat. xxv. 46, Tkefe [the perfons who
have not fically done the works of faith] fAa/l go into
everlafling pusifiment 5 but the righteous [thofe who
have done them to the end, at leaft from the time of
their re-converfion if they were backfliders] /hall go
inta eternal life. 'This dofrine agrees perfetly with
the conclufion of the fermon oa the mount : #hafoc-
wr HEARRTR thefe fayings of mine, and DOTH THEM ;
I will liken him to a Wisy man, who built his houje
upor a reck: awnd cvery ome that HEARETH thefe fay-
iags of mine, and DOTH THEM x0T, jha!l be likened
uxte @ VOOLISH man, who built his houle upon the
Jfand.” — Nay, this is Chrift’s explicit doétrine: No
words can be plainer than thefe : They that are in the
graves fhall hear his woice and come forth y they that
have DONE GOOD, umto the refurreiiion of LIVE ; and
they that have DONE EVIL, unto the refurreition of CON-

DEMNATION, John v. 2g. All creeds therefore, like .

that of St. Athanafius, and all faith, muft end in prac-
‘tice. This is a grand article of what might, with
pecaliar propriety, be-called the catholic faith — the
faith that is common to, and effential under al/ the
-difpenfations of the everlafting gofpel, in a// countries
-and ages — ¢¢ the faith, which except a man believe
Saithfully,” i. e, fo as to avork righteon/ne/s like the
~good and faithful fervant, ¢¢ he cannot be faved.”

SgeconDp Parw.

As fome difficalties probably rife in the reader’s
mind againft the preceding doétrine, it may not be
amifs (0 prodace them in the form of objefions, and
to anfwer them more fally than I have yet done.

I. OBjecTion. ¢ All the fcriptures, that you have
produced, are nothing -but Deferiprions of thofe who
fhall be faved or damned: You have therefore no
ground to infer from fuch texts, that in the great
day our works of faith fhall be rewarded with an
eternal life of glory, and our bad works punifthed
with eternal death.” ~ Ans,
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Axswer. Of all the paradoxes advanced by mif-
taken divines, your afertion is perhaps the greateft.
You have no more ground for it, than I have for fay-.
ing, that England 1s a lawlefs kingdom, and that all
the promifes of rewards, and threatnings of punith-
ments, ftamped with the authority of the legiflative
power, are no legal fan&ions. If I ferioufly main-
tained, that the beltowing of public bounties upon
the inventors of ufeful arts — that the difcharge of
fome priforers, and the condemnation of others, ac-
cording to the flatutes of the realm, aie things which:
take place without any refpeét to law — that the adls:
of parliament are mere deferiptions of perfons, which
the government reavards, acquits, or punifkes without
any refpect to aworthine/s, innocence, or demerit — and:
that the judges abfolve or condemn criminals merely
out of free grace and free awrath—if I maintained a
paradox fo difhonourable to the government, and fo. -
contrary to common fenfe, would you not be aftonifh-
ed ¢ And if I gave the name of Papiff to all that did
not receive my error as gofpel, would you not recom-.
mend me to a dofe of Dr. Monro’s hellebore ? — And
are they much wifer, who fix the foul blot upon the.
divine government, and make the proteftants believe,
that the fan&tions of the King of kings, and the judi-
cial diftates of Him who jq§ges the world in righte-
oufnefs, are not laws and lentences, but reprefentasions
and deferiptions ?

A comparifon will fhew the frivoloufnefs of your
obje@tion : There is, if 1 miitake not, a ftatute that
condemns an highwayman to be hanged, and allows
a reward of forty pounds to the perfon that'takes him.
A counfellor obferves, that this ftatute was undoubt-.
edly made to deter people from going upon the high-
way, and to encourage the taking .of robbers, Not
fo, fays a lawyer from Geneva ; tho’ robbers are
hanged according to law, yet the men that take them
are not Jegally rewarded ; the fum mentioned in the
ftatute is given them of free, gratuitous, undeferved,
unmerited, diftinguithing grace. — Nay, fays the

: , counfellor,
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counfellor, if they do mot deferve the forty pounds
more than other people, that fum might as well be
beftowed upon the highwaymen themfelves, as upoa
thofe who take them at the hazard of their life.—
¢ And fo it might, fays the Geneva lawyer : for altho’
poor, blind legalifts make people believe, that the
promiffory part of the law was made to esxcite people
to exert themfelves in the taking of robbers; yet we
kanow better at Geneva ; and I inform you, that the
claofe you fpeak of, is only a defeription of certain
men, to whom the governmeat defigns the reward of
fosty posnds gratis.,”” The admirers of Geneva-logic
clap their hands, and ery out, * Well faid ! down
with legality /°* but an Englifh jury fniles and cries,
« Dowa with abfardity ! * See IVth Check. p. 130.

1I. Opj. ¢ You confound our title to, with our

meetne/s for heaven, two things which we carefully
diftinguith. Our ritde to heaven being folely what
Chrift has done and fuffered for his people, has no-
thing to do with either our holinefs or good works 2
but, onr mectnefs for heaven fuppodes holinefs, if not
good :works.  Therefore, God’s unconverted: finful
people, who have in Chrift a complete sit/e to heaven
by right of € finifhed falvation,’ suasLi all be made
mest for heaven 1% THE DAY OF HIS POWER.”
. Aws. {1) 1 underftand youn, and fo does Mr. Ful-
fome. You infinuate, that, till THe pay you fpeak
of comes, wnconverted finners, and backflidera may
indulge themfelves like the fervant mentioned in the
gofpel, who faid, My mafler delayeth kis coming, and
began 1o drink avith the dravken ; but alas! inftead of
¢ a day of power,”’ he faw a day of vengeance, aund
his ¢¢ finifhed falvation®’ (fo called) ended in weeping,
wailing, and goafbing of teeth,

(z) Your diftinQion is contrary to the feriptares,
which reprefent aLL impenitent workers of iniquity-
as having a ffxll title to hell according to both law and
golpel ; %o ar are the oracles of God from {uppofing,
that fome workers of iniqaity have a full title to heavem
abfolutely independent an the obedience of fai:tx.) I

3) It
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(3) It is contrary to reafon 3 for reafon dittates that
whofoever has a full TiTLE to a panifhment or t0 a re-
eward, is fully MEeT for it. Where is the difference’
between {aying, that a murderer is fully meet for, or
that he kas a full 1itle 10 the gallows? If a palace
richly furnifhed was beftowed upon the moft righte-
ous man in the kingdom, and you were the perfon ;
would it not be abfurd to diftinguifh between your
title to, and your meetnefs for that ReEcompeENncE { Or,
if the king, in confequence of a valuable confidera-~
tion received from the prince, had promifed a coronet
to every {wift runner in England, next to the prince’s
interpofition and ‘his majefty’s promife, would not
your runaning well be at once your #itle to, and meét-
ne/i for that honour ? And is not this the cafe, withk
refpeét to the incorruptible crowns referved in heaven
for thofe, who /o ran that they may obtain ? .

(¢) Your diltin&tion draws after it the moft horrid
confeqnences : for if a full title to heaven may be
feparated from a meetnefs for the Joweft place in hea-.
ven, it neceffarily follows: ThatSolomon had a ful
title to heaven when he worfhipped Athtaroth; and
the inceftuous Corinthian, when he'defiled his fa:her’s
bed; in flat oppofition to the ditates of every man’s
confcience {if you except Mr. Fulfome and his fra~
ternity.] It follows, that St. Paul told a grofs un-
truthy when he faid, Z%is ye know, that no idolater,
and X0 unclean perfon, hath ANY inheritance in the
kingdem of Chriff and of God.—In a.word, it follows,
that believers fan&ified with the blood of the covenant,
awho draw back to perdition, [fuch as the Apoftates
mentioned, Heb. x. 29.]«may have no.title to heaven
in all their fan&ifying faith; while fome impenitent
murderers, like David and Manaffes, have a perfe&t
title to it in all their crimes and unbelief..

(5) This is not all : Our Lord’s mark, By their

Sfruit ye fhall know them, is abfolutely wrong if you -

are right: for your Diftin&tion abolithes the grand
charatteriftic of the children of God, and thofe of
the devil, whiph confitts in zot .commirting or commit-

ting

————
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ting iniquity, in doing or mot doing righteoufnefs, ac-
cording to thefe plain words of St. John, He that
committeth fin is of the devil—in this the children of God
are manifef, and the children of the devil: avhofoever
DOES. NOT righteoufnefs, is NOT of God, meither he
that loveth not (much lefs he that murders) Ais bro-
ther, t John iii. 8, 10.—Thus the Lord’s facred en-
clofure 1s broken down, his fheepfold becomes a fold
for goats, a dog-kennel, a fwine-fty.—Nay, for what
you know, all bloody adulterers may be fheep in
" WOLVES cloathing ; while all thefe that have sfcaped the
pollution that is in the world, may only be avclves in
SHEEP'S cloathing; it mattering not, with regard to
the goodnefs of our title to heaven, whether flthinefs
to Belial, or holinefs to the Lord be written upon our
foreheads. O Sir, how much more dangerous is your
{cheme, than that of the primitive Babel-builders!
They only .brought on a confufion of the original
language; but your doétrine confounds light and
darknefs, promifes and threatenings, the heirs of
heaven and thofe of hell, the feed of the woman
and that of the ferpent.

(6) As to your intimation, that holinefs is fecured
by teaching, that God’s People suaLL abfolutely be
made avilling to forfake their fins, and to become
righteous 1n THE DAY OF GoD’s POWER. that {o they
‘may have a meetnefs for, as well as a tit/e to heaven ;
it drags after it this horrid confequence : The devil’s
people ¢ in the day of God’s power,” sHALL ab/fs-
lutely be made ailling to forfake their righteoufnefs,
that they may have a meetne/s for, as well as a tirle
to hell : a dister reverfe this of your ¢ favees Gojpel I

To conclude : If by your diftinction yon only
want to infinuate; that Chrift is the grand, and pro-
perly-meritorious procurer of our falvation, from
firft to laft; and that the works of faith are only a
fecondary, inftrumental, evidencing caufe of our
final falvation, you mean joft as I do. But if you
give the world to underftand, that cle@ion to eter-
nal glory is unconditional, or, which comes ail to oEe,

. that



T T oSSR Al ot & STUNEE AR W ea AT

D S ——

ST T AR e e T T e e RS T e oMt easmasese w e

(losj

that no six can invalidate our title to heaven ; from
the preceding obfervations it appears, that you de-
ceive the fimple, propagate the immoral {pecies of
the Fulfomes, make Chrift the minifter of fin, and
inadvertently poifon the church with the raakeft
antinomianifm.

1L, Ogj. ¢ You call tke avorks of Chriff the rr-
MmARY, and properly-meritorioas caufe, and oar averks
of faitk the sgconpary and inflramental caufe of
wur erernal {alvation. Bua¢, according to yoar doc-
trine, owr works fhould be called the frf caunfe, and

Chrift's work the fecond : for you make the final foc-

cefs of Chriyf’s work, to depend upon oxr work;
which is manifeftly fetting our performances above

-thofe of the Redeemer.”

Awnswir: (1) When a garderer afirms, that he
fhall have no crop unlefs he digs and fets his garden,

* does he manifeftly fet his work above that of the God
-of nature? And when we fay, that *“ we fhall not

reap final {alvation, if we de not work out our falva-
tion,’’ do we exalt ourfelves above the God of grace ?
(2) Whether our free-agency turns the fcale for life

"or death, to all eternity Chrift fhall have the honour
- of having died to beftow an ixitial Jife of grace even
~upon thofe, wha chufe death in the esror of their

ways, and to have made them gracious and fincere
offers of an ercrnal life of glory. In this fenfe then,
Chrift’s work cannot be rendered ineffe@aal ;. it be-
ing his at/fs/ute decree, that the word of his grace fhall
be the favour of life to obedient free-agents, and the
favour of death to the difobedient. Therefore, if
we a:ll not have the erernal benefit of his redeeming
work, we cannct take from him the eternal honour
of having fhed his blood even for thofe, who tread it
under foot, and who dring upon themjeives favift DE-

" sTucTiON by denying the Lord that BOUGHT THEM.

(3) Chrift is not difhonoured by the do&rine, that
reprefents the effe® of the greater wheel, as being
thus in par: fufpended apon the turning of the lefs.
The light of the fun thines in vain for me, if I fhut

my
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my eyes. Life is a far nobler gift than food: I can

give my flarving neighbour bread, but I cannot give
him life': Neverthelefs, the higher wheet flops, if the
inferior is quite at a ftand : he maft die if he has no
nouritiment. Thaus, by God’s appointment, the pre-
fervation of all the firft born of the Hraelites in Egypt
depended upon the fprinkling of a Lamb’s blood ;
the life of all them that were bitten by the fiery fer-
pents; was fufpended on a look towards the brazen
ferpent ; and that of Rahab and her friends hung, if
I may fo fpeak, on a fearlet thread. — Now, if God
did not dithonour his wifdom, when he made the life
of fo many people to depend upon thofe feemingly
infignificant aworks ;3 and if he continues to make the
life of all mankind depend upon breathing 5 is it rea-
fonable to fay, that he is difhonoured by his own doc-
trine, which fufpends our etereal falvation vpon the
works of faith ?

(4) Your obje@ionm can be retorted. Moft Calvis
nifts grant, that our juftification in the day of con-
verfion depends upon believing. Thus the Rev. Mr.
Madan in his fermon on James ii. 24. p. 18, fays,
¢ Tho’ the Lord Jefus has merited our juftification
s before God, yet we are not attually juftified, till
*¢ he is received into the heart by faith, and refted
¢ on,” &c. Therefore, in the day of converfion, that
great minifter being judge, our juffification is fulpend-
ed on the work which bie calls *¢ recciving Chriff,” or
“ refting on him :» And how much more may our
eternal falvarion be fufpended on faith and works,
1. . on refling upon Chriff, and aworking righteoufnefs 1

(5) This is not all : both Mr. Madan and Mr. Hill
call faith the inffrumental cause of our jultification,
and every body knows that the ¢fe? is always fuf-
pended on the cavse: Now, if fo great an effed as
a finner’s prefent juttification may be fufpended upon
the fnzle cavse of faith, why may not a believer’s
eternal jultificaticn- be fufpended upon the double
cauUse bf faith and its woerks 2 In a word, why muft
Mr. Wefley be reprefented as heterodox for infinuat-

L
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ing, that believing and aworking infrumentally cavss
our eternal juflification ; when Mr. Madan wears the
badge of orthodoxy, altho’ he infinuvates, that deliev-
ing inflrumentally CAUSES our juftification ?

If Mr. Madan fays, that he allows fzitk to be an
inftromental cause, on account of its being the gift
of God by which we receive Chrif; I anfwer, that
we allow the avor of faith to be an inftramental caufe,
becaufe it fprings from the {pirit of Chriff, and con-
fiitutes our likenefs to Ciri#, and our evangelical
righteoufnefs ; a righteoufnels this, which CArif came
into the world to promote. For God fending his Son,
&ec. condemned fin in the flefh, THAT the righteoufnéfs
of the law might be fulflled in us, who awalk not after the
Jle/h, but after the fpirit 5 i. e. who Walk in good aworks.
—If it is afferted, that there can be but oNE inffrumene
tal cause of aur falvation, that is, fuith; Tappeal to
reafon, which diGtates that chriftian faith implies a
vaiiety of caufes, fuch as preacking Chrift, and Aearing
him preached : for faith comes by Aearing, and hear-
ing by the aword of God. This argument therefore,
carries its own anfwer along with it. »

(6) To conclude : Mr. Madan, in the above-quoted
fermon, p. 16, fays with great truth; ¢ Chriff and

‘¢ faith are not one and the fame thin§; how then -

*¢ can we reconcile the apoftle with him{elf, when he
¢ fays in one place, W are juflified by Chriff 3 and in
¢ another, we are jufified by faith 7 This can only
¢« be done by having recourfe to the plain diftinction,
¢ which the fcriptures afford us, in confidering Chrift
as the meritorious caufe, and faith as the inffrumental
¢ caufe, or that by which the meritorious caufe is ap-
¢ plied unto us, fo that we are benefited thereby.”’—
Now all our herefy confifts in applying Mr. M.’s ju-
dicious reafoning to «// the {criptures, that guard the
fecond gofpel axiom, thus: ¢ How can we reconcile

¢

-

¢ the apoitle with himfelf, when he fays in one place, .

¢ We are faved by Chrif?, and in other places, W are
¢ faved by faith, we are faved by hope — Work out your
¢ own falvation— Confeffion is made to Jalvation, &c. fur

. ¢ Chrift
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% Chrift and faith, Chrift and 4gpe, Chrift and works,
Chrift and smaking confyffion are not one and the
fame thing ? This feeming inconfiftency in St. Paul’s
doftrine vanithes by admitting a plain diltin&tion,
‘which the fcriptures afford us : that is, 1. By confi-
dering ‘Chrift, from firlt to laft, as the properly-me-
ritorious caufe of our prefent and eternal falvation :
2. By confidering fait/ as the inffrumental cause of
our falvation from the guilt and pollation of fin on
earth : And 3. by confidering the works of faith,
not only as the ewidencing cause of our juftification
in the great day, but alfo as an inffrumental cause
of our continuing in the life of faith ; juft as eating,
drinking, breathing, and fuch works, th.t /[ring
¢ from natural life, are inftramental caufes of our con-
¢ tinuing in natural life.” Thus faith, and its worts,
are two inferior causes, whereby the properly-meri-
torious cause is fo completely applied to obedient,
perfevering believers, that they are now, and for ever
fhall be benefited by it. As I flatter myfelf that this
fixfold anfwer fatisfies the candid reader, I pafs oa to
another plaufible objeétion. ‘
1V. Oszj. ¢ Though you affert, that, from firtt to
Tatt, the works and fufferings of Chrift are the grand,
and properly-meritorious cax/z of our falvation ; yet,
according to your fcheme, man having a life of glory
upon his ckoice, and heaven upon aorking our his fal-
vation, the honour of free grace is not fecured. For,
after all, free will and haman faithfulnefs, or unfaith-
falnefs, turn the fcale for eternal falvation or dam-
nation.” ] :
Ans. (1) In the very nature of things we are free-
agents, or the wife and righteous God would aét in-
-confiftently with his wifdom and equity in difpenfing
.rewards and punifhments. If, thro® the faving grace of
God which has appeared to all men, we were not again
endued with an awful power to chufe life, and to be
faithful, it would be as injudicious to punifk or recom-
_penfe mankind, as to whip a dead horfe for not mov-
ing, damn fire for burning, or grant water an eternal
2 reward
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reward for its fluidity. (2) Were I athamed of my
moral free-agency, I fhould be afhamed of the noble
power that diftinguifhes me from the brute creation.
— ] fhould be afhamed of the old tefflament, and of
Mofes, who fays : Bekold, I call heaven and earth to
record, that I hawe fet before you life and death, bleffing
and curfing, therefore cuusk life.~1 fhould be athamed
of the new teftament, and of Chrift, who complains,
ou WILL NOT come unto me that you might have life,
1. e. You will not ufe the power, which my prevent-
irg grace has given you, that you might live here a
hife of faith and holinefs, and be hereafter rewarded
with a life of happinefs and glory. — In a word, [
fuould give up the fecond gofpel-axiom, and tacitly
seproach my Maker, who fays; Why avill ye die, Q
houfe of Ifrael ? for I hawe mo pleafure in the aeath of
him that dieth ; awherefore turn yourfelves, and live ye.

(3) To convince you, that Free-agency, and a right
ufe of it, are by no means inconfiftent with divine
grace and genuine humility, I afk, Did not God en-
due ous firdt parents with free will? Are not even
fome rigid Cafviniﬁs afthamed &0 deny it ? If free awill
in anan is a power difkonourable to God, did not our
wife Creator miftake when he pronounced man wvery
sood, at the very time, man was a Sree-ailier 7 For,

" how could man be wery good, if he had within bim a
power that netg{ﬂ'zri[y militates againtt the honour of
God, as the Calvinifts infinvate fi-es-avi/l does ?

(4) I go one ftep farther and afk, Did God ever en-
due ope child of Adam with power o avoid one fin ?
—If you fay, No : you contradi&t the fcriptures, your
own confrience, and the confciences of all mankind ;
you fix the blot of folly on all the judges, who have
Judicially punifhed malefactors with death ; and, when
you infinuate, that the Lawgiver cf the univerfe will
fend all workers of iniquity perfonally into hell, for
ROt doing what is lavful and right to fawe their fuuls
alive ; or for not avoiding fin, when he never gave
them the leaft power perfonally fo to do; you pour
almolt as much contempt wpon his perfettions, as if

you
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you hinted, that he will one day raife all creeping
infeds, to judge them according to their fleps, and to
-caft into a place of torment as many as did not move
-as {wiftly as a race horfe.

If you anfwer in the affirmative, and grant, that
God has gracioufly endued one child of Adam with
-power to avoid ome fin, {0 far you hold free will as
well as Mofes and Jefus Chrif, Now if God has be-
flowed free avill upon one child of Adam with relpeét
«to the avoiding of ore fin ; why not upon tavo, with
refpet to the avoiding of fawoe fins ? Why not upon
-all, with refpe&t to the avoiding of a// the fins, that
are incompatible with the obedience of faith ?

(5) Again, as it would be aéfurd to fay, that God
gave a power to aveid owe fin, only to one child of
-Adam : fo it would be impious to fuppofe, God gave
him this power, that, in cafe he faithfully ufed it, he
-fhould neceflarily boatt of it. Pharifaic boafting is then
by no means the neceffary confequence of our moral
liberty, or of a proper ul‘z of our free-awill, Thus it
appears, that your fpecious objeétion is founded up-
on an heap of paradoxes; and that to embrace free
aurath left we thould not make enough of free grace,
and to jump into fatali/m left we would be proud of
oor free-will, is net lefs abfurd.than to proftrate be-
-fore a traitor left we fhould not honour the king, and

- 20 run to an houfe of ill fame lekt we thould be proud

-of our chaftity.

(6) Qur doétsine fecures the honour of free grace
as well as calvinifm. You will -be convinced of 1t, if
you confider the following articles of our creed with
refpe to free grace. (1) Before the fall, the free
grace of our Creator gave us in Adam holinels, hap-
pinefs, and a power to continue in both. — (2) Since
the fall, the free grace of our Redeemer indulges us
with a reprieve, an accepted time, a day of vifitration
and falvation ; in a3 word, with a better covenant, and
a fres gift, that is come upon all men unto [initial] jupti-
Jfication of life, Rom. v. 18.— (3) That noihing may
be wanting on God’s part, the f7ce grace of our Sanc-

L.
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ifier €xcités us to make a proper ufe of the free gift,
Ppirt of which is moral liberty. ~— (4) Thas, even our
Sree-awill to good is all of creating, tedeeming, and
fanQtifying grace : therefore, with regatd to that glo-
rious power, as well as'to every other talent, we hum-
bly afk with St. Paul, #hat haf thou, that thou haft not
Yeceived ? — (5) This is‘not all : We are commanded
t0 account the long-fuffsring of God [a degree of ] sav-
vaTion ; and fo'it is : for without forcing, or necef-
farily inclining our will, God’s prowidential free grace
difpofes a thoufand circumftances in fuch a manner,
as to fecond the calls of the everlating gofpel. The
gracious Préferver of men works daily a thoufand
wonders to keep us out of the grave, and out of helk:
A thoufand whetels have turned ten thoufand times in
and out of the church, to-bring us the pureft ftreams
‘'of gofpel truth. Countlefs breathings of rhe Spirir of
grace add virtue to thofe fireams ; free grace therefore
not only prevents, but alfo in nuimberlefs ways accom-
panies, follows, direfls, encourages, and aflifts us in
all the work of eur falvation.

And yet, while God thus avorks im us,-as the God of
all grace, both to will and to do of his good pleajure ;
that is, while -he thus gives us the faculty to avill, and
the powwer to-do’; and while he fecretly by his fpirit,
and publicly by his minifters and providences, excites
us to make a proper ufe of that facalty and pover;
yet, as the God of wifdom, holinefs, and jaftice, he
leaves the a2/ to our choice; thus treating us as ra-
tional ¢reatures, whom he intends wifely to reward or
jaftly to punifk ACCORDING TO THEIR Works, and
not according to kis oaun.

Hence it appears, that we go every ftep of the way
with our Calvinift brethren, while they exalt Chrt
and free grace in a rational and fciiptaral manner;
and that we refufe to follow them only when they fet
Chrift at nought as a prophet, a lawgiver, a judge,
and a king ; under pretence of extolling him as a
prieft ; or when they put avanton free-grace, and un-
sclenting fo ee-avrath, in the place of the genuine free-
grace teltified of in the {ciiptures.
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V. Osj. ¢ One more difiiculty remains : If I freely
obey the gofpel and am fawved ; and if iny neighbour
freely difobeys it, and is damned, what makes me to dif-
fer from him ? Is it not my free obedience of faith ?”

" Axs. Undoubtedly : And his_fiee difobedience
makes /im differ from you : or it would be very ab-
furd jupicraLLy to acquit and reward ycu rather
than him, according to YOUR aworés. And it would
be ftrange duoplicity to condemn and punith A/ ra-
ther than you in a day of judgment, after the mot fo-
lemo proteftations, that equity and impartiality fhall
diftate the Judge's fentence. :

As to the difliculty arifing from St. Paul’s queition,
1 Cors iv. 7, Whomaketh thee 10 differ P to what [ have
faid about it in the preceding fermon, p. 81, [ add:
(1) According to the covenant of works /! fall fhort '
of the glory of God : and when any one atks, with re-
fpeét to the law of innocence, Who makes thee to differ?
the proper anfier is, ¢ There is no difference : eve
mourh muff be fopped : all the world is guilty before God
— Enter not into judgment with thy fervant, O Lord.”
— Buot, according te the covenant of grace, he that
freely believes and obeys in the firength of free grace,
undoubtedly makes- himfelf to differ from him, that
by cbftinate difobedience does aefpite to the jpirit of
grace. 1f this point is given up, the Diana and the
Apollo or rather the Apollyon of the Antinomians [I
mean wauton Free-grace and mercilefs Free-wrath]
are fet up for ever, = However,

(2) If the quelion, Who maketh thee 1o dijffer ? is
afked with refpe& to the NUMBER of our talents, the
proyer anfwer is, ¢ God’s diftinguifhing grace alone
maketh us to differ.”” And that this is the fenfe,
whith the apoftle had. in view, is evident from the
context. He had before reproved the Corinthians for
Jaying every one, I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, &c.
and now he adds, Thefe things I hawe in a figure tranf
Sferred to myfelf and to Apolles, that ye might learn in us
nct 1o think (of gifted, popular men, or of yourfelves]
above that whichk is awritien, that no one of you be puffed

up
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up for one againft another ; for awho maketh thee to dif-

JSer 2 Why is thy perfon graceful ¢ and why art thou
naturally an.eliquent man like Apolles, whilft thy bro-
ther’s Jfpeech is rude, and- his bodily prefence weak and
contemptible like mine ? Bat,

(3) If you alk, Who maketh thee to differ 7 with re-
fpe&t to the improvement or mom-improvement of our
gifts and graces : if you enquire, Whether God nece/
Jfitates fome to difbelieve, that they may neceffarily fin
and be damned ; while he neceffizates others to believe,
that they may neceffarily work righteoufnefs and be
faved ; 1 utterly deny the laft queftion, and in this
fenfe St. Paul anfwers his own mifapplied queftion
thus. Be not deceived : What a man (not what God)
Joweth, that fhail ke alfo reap, perdition if he foweth to
the floth, -and etermal Jifz Af he -foweth -to-the fpirit.
Nor'am [ either afraid or-athamed to fecond him by
faying -upon the walls of Jerufalem, that in the laft-
-meationed fenfe, W make OURSELVES t0 differ. And

{cripture, reafon, confcience, the divine perfetions, -

and the trump of God, which will foon fummon us
to judgment, teftify, that this reply ftands as firm as
one half of the bible, and the fecond gofpel-axiom,
on -which it is immoveably founded.

Nay, thare is not a promife or a threatening in the
bible, -that is not a proof of our Leawgiwver's want of
wifdom, or of our Fudge's want of equity, if we are
not gracioufly endued with a capacity to make our-
felves difter from the obftinate violators of the law,
ard defpifers of the gofpel —that is, if we are not fres
agents. There is not an exhortation, a warning, o¢
an entreaty in the facred pages, that is not a demon-
firation of the pen-man’s foly, or of the freedom of
our will. In a word, theie is not a finner juitly pu-
nifhed in hell, or a believer wifely rewarded in heaven,
that does not indirely fay to allthe world of ratio-
nals: ¢ Though the God of gracedraws thee to obe-
¢ dience ; yet it i8 with tke bands.of a man. For, after
¢ all, he leaves:thee in the hand of thy counfely tokeep
¢ the commandments,-and perform acceptable odedience 1¥

¢ THOU
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¢ LHON WILT. Before man is life and death, and avhe-
S rher him liketh, fhall be given him.’ Ecclel. xv. 14, &c.

Bat, altho’ your obedience of faith makes you to
differ from youwr condemned ncighbour, yon have no
reafon to rejeft the firf! ‘go[pel-axiom, and to indulge
a beafling + contrary to faith and free grace : for your
«chriftian Faith, which is the root of your obedience,
is peculiarly the GIFT of God; whether you confider
3t as to its precious SEED (the avord nigh:) as to its
glosious oBjecT (Chrif and she truth:) as to the
MEaNs, by which that obje& is revealed (fuch as
preaching and hearing :) as to the OPPORTUNITIES
and FacuLTiBs of ufing thofe means (fuch as kf,
reafon, &c.) or as ta the SPIrIr OF GRACE, whofe
afliftance in this cafe is fo important, that he is called
the fpirit of faith. — And yet that fpirit dees sot alt
irrefifpitly ; all believers wnaeceffarily and freely yield-
ing to it, and all unbelievers wanccefarily and freely
reﬁﬂing it: So far only does the matter turn epon

Sree

+ There is a twofold ghrying ; the one pharifaic and contrary to
faith ; of this'St. Paul fpeaks, where he fays, Boas TING is excluded,
cc. By be law of faith, Rem. iii. 27. The other, evangelical and
‘agmeable to faith ; fince it is a bediever’s holy triumph in God, refult-
ing from the teflimony of a good confcience. Concerning it the apof-
tle fays, Lzt every man prove bis own wwork, and then fball be bave re-
joicing [BOASTING] in bimfelf alone, and not in andther, Gal. vi. 4.
{‘The word in the original is Kauchefis in one paflage, and Kauchema
in the other.] Thefe foemingly contrary dorines are highly confift-
ent ; their oppofition anfwering to that of the gofpel-axioms. The

. firft axiom allows of no gloryiamg but in Chrift, who has alone ful-

filled the law of works, or the terms of the firff covenant : But the
fecond axiom allows obedient believers an humble Kzuchsma, upon
their perfonally fulfilling the lew of faith, or the gracious terms of
the fecosd covenant, 2 Cor. i, 12. Th s Kauchema anfwers to what
St. Paul calls the qwvrtnefs of our ownifpirit, or the tefiimony 4f a good
confcience ; which, next to the witnefs of the word and fpirt concera-
ing God’s mercy and Chrift’s blood, is the ground of a chriftian’s
confidence,  Beloved, if our beart condemn us noty then bave qve confi-
dence tozards Gody &c. becaufe wwe kegp bis commandnicrits, 1 John, iii.
21, 22. And yet, aftonithing ! this bleffed Kaucbema, fo frongly re-
commended by St. Paul and St. John, who, one would think, knew
fomething of the gofpel, is now reprefented by fome modern cvange-
1.8t as the quinteflence of pharifaifm |
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refpe& for them, I think it my daty to oppofe their
miftake, as a pernicious refinement of Satan tranf-
formed into an angel of light: I therefore attack it
by the following arguments. ‘

(1) This do&trine makes us quife above avhat 7
auritten. -We read, that hunger, and want of bread,
brooght back the prodigal fon. His father knew it,
but inftead of treating him as an hired fervant, he
entertained him as a beloved child,

(2) It fets afide at a froke a confiderable part of
the bible, which confifts in threatenings to deter evil-
workers, and in promifes to encourage abedient be-
lievers : For, if it is dafe to obey in order to obtain &
promifed reward, it is bafer ftill to do it in order to
avoid a rhreatened punithment. Thus the precious
gtéce of faith, fo far as it is exercifed about divine
promifes and threatenings, is indire@ly made void.
© (3) It decries godly fear, a grand fpring of attion,
and prefervative of holinefs in all free agents, that
are in a flate of probation ; and by this meaaos it in-
dire@tly charges God with want of wifdom, for put-
ting that fpring in the breaft of innocent man in pa-
radife, and for perpetually working uwpon it in his
word and by his Spirir, whom St. Paul calls the Spiriz
of bondage tinto FEAR ; becaufe he helps us to delicve
the threatenings denounced againit the 'workers of
iniquity, and to fzar left ruin fhall overtake us, if we
continue jn our fins, :

If ever there was a vifible church without {pot and
wrinkle, it was when tke multitude of them that believ-
¢d, were of ome heart and of one foyl. The worldly-
mindednefs of Ananjas and Sapphira was the firft

lemith of the Chriftian, as Achan’s covetoufnefs had
been of the Jewiﬂa Church on this fide Jordan. God
made an examgle of them as he had done of Achan,
and St. Luke obferves, that upon it, GREAT FEAR
came upon ALL THE CHURCH ; even fuch fear as kept
them from falling afier the fame example of unbelief.
Now were all the primitive chriftians mean-fpirited
people, becaufe they were filled with grear f:gr' of
T cing
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Iatter heavenly treafure, if he weould give his earthly
poflefions to the poor — His fhocking by preternatu-
ral earthquakes the confciences of the Philippian jai-
lor, and the two malefattors thar fuffered with him—
His awakening Ananias,Sapphira, and thoufands more
by the wonders of the day of Pentecoit, when Lydia
and others were called only in the common way—If you
mean this, by p1sTINGUISHING grace, we are agreed:
for, grace difplayed in as diftinguithing a manner as
it was towards Capernaum, Chorazin, and Bethfaida,
greatly illuftrates our Lord’s dotrine: ¢ Of him to
whom little is given, little fhall be required ; but
much fhall be required of them, that have received
much ;" the equality of God’s ways not confifting in
giving to all men a like number of talents, any more
than making them all archangels; bat in treating
them all equally, according to the various editions of
the everlafting gofpel, or law of liberty ; and accord-
ing to the good or bad ufes they have made of their
talents, whether they had few or many.

To return to your grand objetion: You fuppofe
(and this is probably the ground of your miftake) that
when a deliverance, or a divine favour turns upon
fome thing, which we may do, or leave undone at our
option, God is neceflarily robbed of his glory. Buta
few queries will eafily convince you of your miftake.
When God had been merciful to Lot and his family,
not looking back made all the difference beiween

~ him and his wife ; but does it follow, that he claimed
the honour of his narrow efeape ? — Looking at the
brazen type of Chrift made fome Ifraelites ditler from’
others, that died of the bite of the fiery ferpents ; but
is t,,is a fufficient reafon to conclude, that the healed
men had not fenfe to diftinguith between primary and
Jecondary caufes, and that they afcribed to their looks
the glory due'to God, for gracioufly contriving the
means of their cure ? — One of your neighbours has

' . -hanged, and another has poifoned himfelf; fo that not
hanging yourfelf, and taking wholefome food has fo
far made the difference between you and them : but
can




¢ 120 )

can you reafonably infer, that you do not live by di-
vine bounty, and that I rob the Preferver of men of
his glory, when I affirm, that yoa fhall furely die if
you do not eat, or if you take poifon ? .

Permit me to make you fenfible of your miftake by
one mo e illuftration. An anti-Calvinift, who ob-
ferves that God has fufpended many of his bleflings
upon indufry, diligently plows, fows, and weeds his
field. A fatalift over the way, left free grace fhould
ot have all the glory of his crop, does not turn + one
clod, and expeéts feed to drop from the clouds into
furrows made by an invifible plow on a certain day,
which ke calls ¢ a day of God’s power.”” When har-
veft comes, the one has a crop of wheat, and the other
a crop of weeds. Now, altho’ induttry alone has made
the difference between the two fields ; who is moft
likely to give God the glory of a crop, the folifidian
farmer who reaps thiftles ? or the laborious hufband-
man, who has joined works to his faith in divine pro-
vidence, and joyfully brings his fheaves home; faying
as St. Paul, By divine bounty 1 bave planted and
Apollos has weeded, but God has given the encreafe
which is all in all ? ' .

+ This is not fpoken of prioxs Calviniffy, for fome of them are re-
markably diligent in good works. They are Solfidians by halves —
in principle, but not in praétice. Their works outfhine their errors.
} lay nothing to their charge but inattention, prejudice, and glaring
inconfiftency. I compare them to diligent, good-natured druggifts,
who g many 1] dies fell fometimes arfenic. They
would not for the world take it themfelves, or poifon their neigh-
bours 3 but yet they freely retail it, and in fo doing they are inad-
vertently the caufe of much mifchief, Nir, Fulfome, for example;
could fay which of our gofpel minifters taught him, that good warks
are durg, and have notling to do with eternal falvation. He could
inform us, who lulled him afleep in his fins with the Syren-fongs of
¢y ¢nditional elelion,” and ¢ finifbed falvation in the full exteat of
the word ;> that is, he could let us know who gave him his killing
dofe : and numbers of deifts could tell us, that a bare tafte or fmell of
calvinifm has made them loath the genuine dottrines of grace, juft as
tafting or fmelling a.tainted partridge has for ever turned fume people’s
fomachs againdt partridge. -

THirD
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Tairp Parr.

Flattering myfelf, that the preceding anfwers have
semoved the reader’s prejudices, or confirmed him in
his attachment to genuine free-grace, which ftands at
an equal diftance from wantonse/s and free wrath ; 1
fhall conclude this Effay by fome reflections upon the
pride, or prejudices of thofe who fcruple working
with an eye to the rewards, that God offers to pro-
mote the obedience of faith. .

¢ If heaven [fay fuch miftaken perfons] if the en-
joyment of God in glory, is the reward of obedience ;
and if you work with an eye to that reward, you at
from felf, the bafeft of all motives. Love, and not
felf-intereft, fets s, true believers, upon aéion : We
work fiom gratitude, + and not for profit ; from life, ¥
and not for life. To do good with an eye to a reward,
tho’ that reward fhould be a crown of life, is to at as
a mercenary wretch, and not as a duteous child, or a
faithful fervant.”

This fpecious error, zealoufly propagated by Mo-
linos, Lady Guion, and her illuftrious convert, arch-
bithop Fenelon [tho’ afterwards renounced by him]
put a ftop to a great revival of the power of godlinefs
abroad in the laft century ; and it has already ftruck
a fatal blow at the late revival in thefe kingdoms. I
freverence and love many that contend for this fenti-
ment ; but, my regard for truth overbalancing my

refpeét

1 The reader is defired to obferve, that we recommend working
frona lif. and gratitude as well as our opponents. Life and thankful-
nefs are t:wo important fprings of ation, which we nfe as well as
they. We maintain, that even thofe, who bavea name o live and
are DEAD in trefpaffis and fins, cannot be faved without Sirengtbering
vhe things that rumain and are READY To DIR; and that thankfulrefs
for being out of hell, and for having a day of falvation thro’ Chrift,
thould be firongly recommended to the chief of finners. But thank-
fulnefs and life are not a/f the fprings neceffary, in our imperfeét ftate,
to move all the wheels of obedience ; and we dare no more excluie
the otker fprings, becaufe we have thefe two ; than we dare cut off
three of our f-rgers, becaufe we have a Little finger and a thumb.
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refpe&t for them, I think it my daty to oppofe their
miftake, as a pernicious refinement of Saran tranf-
formed into an angel of light : I therefore attack it
by the following arguments. _

(1) This doftrine makes us quife above avhat #
avritten. -We read, that hunger, and want of bread,,
brooght back the prodigal fon.. His father knew it,
but initead of treating him as an hired fervant, he
entertained him as a beloved child,

(2) It fets afide at a froke a confiderable part of
the bible, which confifts in rhreatenings to deter evil-
workers, and in promifes to encourage abedient be-
lievers : For, if it is dafe to obey in order to obtain &
promifed reward, it is bafer ftill to do it in order to
avoid a threatened punithment. Thus the precious
gice of faith, fo far as it is exercifed about divine
promifes and threatenings, is indire&tly made void.

(3) It decries godly fear, a grand fpring of attion,
and prefervative of holinefs in all free agents, that
are in a flate of probation ; and by this meaas it in-
diretly charges God with want of wifdom, for put-
ting that fpring in the breaft of innocent man in pa-
radife, and for perpetually working upon it in his
word and by his Spiriz, whom St. Paul calls tke Spiriz
of bondage into FEAR ; becaufe he helps us to believe
the threatenings denounced againft the ‘workers of
iniquity, and to fzar left ruin thall overtake us, if we
continue in our fins, ’

If ever there was a vifible church without {pot and
wrinkle, it was when ke multitude of them that beliew-
¢d, were of ome heart and of one foyl. The worldly-
mindednefs of Ananjas and Sapphira was the firft

lemifh of the Chriftian, as Achan’s covetoufanefs had
been of the Jewiﬂn Charch on this fide Jordan. God
made an example of them as he had done of Achan,
and St. Luke obferves, that upon it, GREAT FEAR
came upon ALL THE CHURCH ; even fuch fear as kept
them from falling after the fame example of unbelief,
Now were all the primitive chriftians mean-fpirited
people, becaufe they were filled with grear f:gr_ of
o ' eing
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raents have done for us! We, who are infinitely lefs"
before God than David was before king Saul — we,
worms of a day, are fo blinded by prejudice, as to
think it beneath us to mind the offers of the Kiag of
kings, or to ftrive for the rewards of the Lord of
lords! ) ) i

Wo to him that firiveth in generofity with his Maker !
Let the potfherd firicve thus awith the pot/herds of the earth
but let not the clay fay to him that fafhionesh it, * What
¢ doeft thou when thou flirrelt me up to'food works by
¢ the promife of thy rewards? Surely, Lord, thou for-
¢ getteft, that the noblenefs of my mind, and my doc-
¢ trire of finifhed falvation, make me above running
. ¢ for a reavard, tho’ it thould be a life of glory, and
¢ ‘I"ﬁy/}!/‘. Whatever I do at thy command, I am de-
¢ termined not to demean myfelf; I will do it as
¢ Araunah, /ike a king.” What depths of antinomian
pride may be hid under the covering of our voluntary
bhumility !

(8) The Calvinifts of the laft centary, in their lacid
iatervals, faw the abfolute neceflity of working for
heaven. and heavenly rewards. We have a good, prac-
tical difcourfe of J. Bunyan upon thefe words, So rux
that you may obtain. The burden of it is, ** If you will
have heaven you muff run for it.”” Whence he calls
his fermon, ** The heavenly footman.”” — And Matthew
Mead, + a flaunch Calvinift, in his treatife on T4e

M 3 gosd

+ As’a proof of his being found in the dotrines of Calvinytic grace
and confufion, 1 prefent the reader with the following paffage taken
from the fame book printed in London 1683~—p. 307. ¢¢ A believer
«¢ js under the law for conduf?, but nct for judgment, &c. It is the
¢¢ guide of his path, but not the judge of his ftate. The beliéver is
¢ bound to obey it, but not to fand or fall by it > [That is, in plain
englith, He fhould obey, but his difobedience will never bring him
under condemnation, and hinder him to ftand in judgment ] ¢ It is
¢ a rule of life, &c. and therefore it obliges believers as much as
¢ others, tho’ upon other motives, &¢. For they are not to expect
¢ life or favour from it, nor fear the death and rigour that comes by
¢ it, The law has no power to juffify a believer, or condemn him,
¢ and therefore can be no rule to iry his ftate by," — In flat oppufi-

- tion
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geod of early obedience, p. 429, fays with great truth :
Maintain an holy, filial fear of God : This is an ex-
cellent prefervative againft apoftacy, By the fear of
the Lord men depart from evil, {ays Solomon 5 and he
tells you, The fear of the Lord is the fountain of L1FE,
avhereby men depart from the fnares of DEATH ; and
back{liding from Chrift is one of the great fnares of
death. Think much of the day of recompenfe,
and of the glorious reward of perfeverance in that
day : Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee
a crown of life. It is not thofe that begin well, but
thofe who end well, that receive the crown. It is
not mercenary fervice to quicken ourfelves to obe-
dience by the hope of a recompence. Omnis amor
mercedis non eff mercenarius, &c. David faid, [ hawe
hoped for thy Jfalvation, and done thy commandnents.
He encouraged himfelf to duty by the hope of glo-
Ty, -&c. Hope of that glorious recompence is of
great fervice to quicken us to perfeverance. And
to the fame end does the apoftle urge it : Be unmove-
able, always alounding in the aork of the Lord, for
as much as ye knoaw that your labour is not in vain in

the Lord.
(9) When voluntary humility has made us wife
above what is written by the apoftles, and by our
forefathers, it will make us look down with contempt
from the top of our fancied orthodoxy upon the mo-
tives, by which the prophets took up their crofs, to
ferve God and their generation. When St. Paul enu-
merates the works of Mofes, he traces them back to
their noble principle, faith working by a well-ordered
ielf-love [a love this, which is infeparable from the
love of God and man ; the law of liberty binding us
to

.
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tion to the gencral tenor of the feriptures, thus fummed up by St.
Tehn, In this, ramely committing, or not committing fin, the cbilidr-n
of Ged ARE MANIFEST, and the children f tle D wil.  What ihis
author fays is true, if it is undeiftood of the Adumic lazv of innccerce §
b tifitis extended to St. Paul’s lazv of CLr /2, and to St. Jumer's Lo
of litervy it is ore of the dangerous tencts that fupport the chair of
L.e antincmian man of S
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to love our neighbour as ourjelves, and God ABOVE
durfelves] He chofe, fays the apollle, to fuffer affliction
aith the people of Gods rather than to enjcy the pleajures
of fin, &c. But why ? Becaufe he was above locking
at the prize ? Juit the reveric : becaufe ke had rejpect
10 the recompence ofrcward, Heb. xi. 26.

(10) In the next chapter, the apoitie bids us take
Chrift himfelf for our pattern in the very thing, which
our gofpel-refiners call mercenary and bafe : Looking
10 Fefus, fays he, awbo, FOR THE JOY that aas Jet be-
fore him, endured the crofs, defpifing the fhame,-and is Jet
down at the right hand of the throne of God i the noble
reward this, with which his mediatorial obedience
was crowned, as appears from thefe words, He became
OBEDIENT unto death ; WHEREFORE God alfo hath
highly exalfed bim. If the fcheme of thofe who refine
the ancient gofpel appears to me in a peculiarly-un-
favourable light, it is when I fee them impofe upon
the injudicious admirers of unfcriptural humility, and
smake the fimple believe, that they do God fervice
when they indire&ly reprefent Chrift’s obedience unto
death as imperfedt, and him as merceaary, altvated by
a motive unworthy of a child of God. He fays, Ewvery
one that is PERFECT, fhall be as his mafler : but we
[ fuch is our confiftency ! ] loudly decry perfe&ion,
and yet pretcnd to an higher degree of it than our
Lord and Mafter : For he was not above enduring the
crofi FOR THE JoY of fitting down at the right hand of
the throne of God : but we are fo exquifitely perfed,
that we will work gratis. It is mercenary, it is be-
neath us to work for glory ! )

(11) I fear, this contempt is by fome indirectly
poured upon the Lord of glory, to extol the fpurious
free-grace who is fifter to frec~wrath 3 and o perfuade
the fimple, that ¢ Warks have nothing to do with our
fnal juttification and eternal falvation before God :*’
a dogma this, which is as contrary to reafon, as it 13
to {cripture and morality ; it being a monftrous im-
pofition upon the credulity of proteftants, to affert,
that works, which God himfelf will Rewarp with

final
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- final jultification and etermal falvation, have nothing”
to do with zkar juftification and rhar falvation defore
Him : Jolt as if the thing rewarded had nothing to do
with its reaward before the Rewarder !

(12) The moft rigid Calvinifts allow, that St. Paul
is truly evangelical : but, which of the facred writers
ever {poke greater things of the rewardablenefs of
works than he ? What'can be plainer, what ftronger
than thefe words, which I muft quote till they are"
minded : Whatfoever ye db, do it heartily, as to the
Lord, c. knowing [i. e. confidering] that of the Lord
ye fhall receive the REWARD of the inkeritance. But he
that doth wrong, fhall receive for the avromg awhick he
hath done : for there is no refpedt of perfons, Col. iii. 23,
&c. Again : Whatfoewer a man foweth, that fhall ke alfo
reap : for he that foweth to his flefh, fhall of the fiefh reap
perdition 5 but he that fowesk to the fpirit, fhall of the fpi--
rit reap everlafting life. Gal. vi. 7, 8.

From thofe fcriptures it is evident, that doing good
or bad works is like fowing good or bad feed ; and
that going to heaven or to hell, is like gathering what
we have fown. Now, as it is the MapNEss of anbe-
lieversto fow wickednefs, and to expe&t a crop of hap-
pinefs and glory ; fo it is the wispom of delievers to
fow righteoufnefs, expe®ing to reap in due time if they
JSaint not. Nor do we att reafonably, if we do not fow
more or lefs with an eye to reaping : for if reaping is
quite out of the queftion with proteftants, they may
as wifely fow chaff on a fallow, as corn in a plowed
field. Hence I conclude, that a believer may obey,
and that, if he is judicious, he aill obey looking both
to Jefus and to the rewards of obedience ; and that
the more he can fix the eye of his faith upon Ais ex-
ceeding great reward, and his grear recompence of re-
award, the more he will abound in the work of faith,
the patience of hope, and the labour of love.

(13) St. Paul’s conduc? with refped to rewards, was
‘perfectly confiftent with his doc?rine. 1 have already
obferved, he wrote to the Corinthians, that he so ras

and 50 fought, as to obtain an incorruptible crown ; and
it



it is well known, that in the Olympic games, to which
he alludes, all ran or fought with an eye to a prize, a
reward, or a crown. But in his epiftle to the Philip-
pians, he goes tHll farther ; for he reprefents his run-
ning for a crown of life, his prefing after rewards of
grace and glory, as the whole of his bufinefs. His
words are remarkable : T4is ong thing I po : forget-
iing thofe things awhich are behind, and REACHING
FORTH unlo thofe things which are before, 1 PRESS to-
wards the mark, FOR THE PRIZE of the high calling of
God in Chrift Jefus. And when he had juft run his
race out, he wrote to Timothy, I kawve finifhed my
courfe : henceforth there is laid up for me, as for a con-
queror, a@ crown of righteoufnefs, which the Lord, the
righteous JUDGE fhall give me at that duy — the great
day of retribution. As for St. Jobn, when he was
peifected in love, we find him as *¢ mercenary” as St.
Paul : for he writes to the ele& Lady, and to her be-
lieving children, Look to yourjelves, that awe LOsSB NO'T
thaofe things awhich WB HAVE WROUGHT, but that awe
r¢ceive @ FULL REWARD.

(14) When I read {uch fcriptures, [ wonder at thole,
who are fo wrapt up in the pernicious notion, that we
ought not to work 1 for a life of glory ; as to olverl;

, -loo

+ Truth is fo great that it fometimes prevails over thofe, that arc
prejudiced againft it. I have obferved that Dr, Crifp himfelf, in an
happy - moment, bore a moft ncblé teffimony to undefiled religion.
‘Take another inftance of it. Inthe volume of the Rev, Mr, White-
field’s fermons taken in fhort hand, and publithed by Gurney, p. 119,
that great preacher fays, ¢ Firf we muft work ror f{piritual life,
¢ afterwards rrom it,”’ — And p. 153, 154, he declares : ¢ There
¢ are numbers of poor, that are ready to perifh; and if yeu drop
¢ fomething to them in love, God will take care to repay you when
¢ you come to judgment.’’ I find but one fault with this doctrine.
The firft of thofe propofitions does not guard free grace fo well as Mr.
Wefley’s minutes do. We fhould always intimate, that there is no
working for a life of glory, or for a more abundant life of grace, but frem
an initial life of grace, freely given us in Chrift BEForZ any work-
ing of our owa, This I mention, not to prejudice the rexder againft
Mr, Whitefield, but tothow, that I am not fo prejudiced in favour
of works, as not to fec when even a Whitefield, in an unguarded ex-
preflion, leans towards them to the difparagement of free grace,
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ook even the croawn of life, with which God will re-
ward thofe who are faithful unto deash. And I am
aftonithed at the remains of my own unbelief, which
prevent my being always ravithed with admiration at
the thought of the rewards offered to fire my foul into
feraphic obedience. An idle country-fellow, who runs
at the wakes for a wretched prize, labours harder in
his fportive race than, I fear, I do yet in fome of my
prayers and fermons. A {portfman, for the pitiful
honour of eoming in at the death of a fox, toils more
than moft profeflors do in the purfuit of their corrup~
tions, . How ought confufion to cover our faces! Let
thofe that refine the gofpel, glory in their fhame : let
each of them fay, ** I thank thee, O God, that [ am
¢ not like a Papift, or like that Arminian, who looks
¢ at the rewards which thou haft promifed: I deny
¢ myfelf, and take up my crofs, without thirking of
" ¢¢ the joy and rewards {et before me,” &c. For my
part, 1 defire to humble myfelf before God, for hav.
ing fo long overlooked the excoeding great reward, and
the croawn of life, promifed to them that opay him : and:
my thoughts (hall be exprefled in fuch words as thefe:
¢ Gracious Lord, if /e that receiveth a prophet in the

¢ name of a prophet, fhall have a prophes’s reward : if
¢ our light afffition, when it is patiently endured, awor4-

-

¢ eth for us a far more exceeding and eternal queight of

¢ glory : if thou hatt faid, Do good and lend, ho ing for
¢ nothing again [from man,] and your reward fhall be
< great, and ye fhall be the children of the higheft : if
¢ thou animateit thofe, who are perfecuted for righ-
¢ teoufnefs fake, by this promiffory exhortation, Re.-
¢ joiét, and be exceeding glaa’, Sfor great is your reward
¢ in heaven : Nay, if a cup of cold water only, given in
¢ thy name, fhall in NO W18E lofe its reward 5 and if the
¢ leatt of thy rewards is a fmile of approbation ; let
¢ me be ready to go round the world, fhouldf thou
¢ call me to it, that [ may obtain fuch a recompence.’

¢ Since thou haft {o clofely conne&ed holinefs and
¢ happinefs, my duty and thy favours; s a0 man be-
¢ guile me of my rewvard in a voluntary humility ; nor

fuffers
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fuffer me to be carried aboat awith tvery avind of
dofirine by the flight of men, and cunning craftines,
avhereby they lie in avait to deceive.  Avd whatfoever
my hand fivdeth to do, help me to do it with all my
might 5 not only left I /o/e my rewpard, but alfo left 1
have not z full reward ; left 1 lofe a beam of the
light of thy countenance, or a degree of that pecu-
liar likenefs and nearnefs to thee, with which thon
wilt recompenfe thofe, who excel in virtue. So fhall
I equally avoid the delufion of the piarifers, who
expe& heaven thro’ their faithle/s works ; and the
error of the antixomians. who hope to enter into thy
glory without the paflport of the aworks of faith.’

¢ And now, Lord, if thy fervant has found favour
in thy fight, permit him to urge another requeft :
fo far as thy wifdom, and the laws, by which thy

¢ free grace works upon free agents, will permit ; in-
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cline the minds of papifts and proteftants to receive
the truth as it is in Jefus. Let not efpecially this
plain teflimony borne to the many great promifes
which thou haft made, and to the aftonifhing rk-
warDs which thou offereft them that avoré righte-
oufnefs, be reje&ted by my Calvinift brethren. Kee
them from fighting againit ¢4y goodnefs, and def-
pifing their own mercies, under pretence of fighting
againft “ Arminian errors,” and defpifing ¢ Pelagian
Checks to the go/pel.”” And make them fenfible, that
it is abfurd, to decry én aword the Pope’s pretenfions
to infallibility, if by an obftinate refufal to < review
the whole affair,” and to weigh their fuppofed or-
thodoxy in the balances of reafon and revelation,
they in fa& pretend to be infal/lible themfelves ; and
thus, inftead of one catholic pontiff, fet up ten
thoufand proteftant popes.’

¢ Thou knoweft, Lord, that many of them love
thee ; and that, tho’ they difgrace thy gofpel by
their do&rinal peculiarities, they adorn it by their
godly converfation, O endue them with more love
to their remonftrant brethren ! Give them and me

that charity which behaveth not it/felf unfeemly, which

¢ rejoiceth
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rejoiceth not in a favourite error, but rejoiceth in the
truth, even when ic is advanced by our opponents.
Thou feeft, that if they decry true holinefs and good
works as ¢ dung 30d drofs,” it is chiefly for fear +/y
glory fhould be obfcured by our odedience. Error
transformed into an angel of light has deceived
them and they think to do thee fervice by propa-
gating the deception. O gracious God, pardon
them this wrong. They &s iz ignorantly in unbelief;
therefore feal not up their miftake with the feal of
thy wrath : Let them yet £now rke truth, and let the
truth enlarge their hearts, and matke them free trom
the notion, that thou art not Jowing to every man dur-
ing the day of Jalvation ; and that there is neither
mercy nor Saviosr for moft of their neighbours,
even during the accepted time.

- ¢ Above all, Lord, if they cannot defend their mif-

P S O S N
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takes, either by argument or by fcripture quoted
according to the context, and the obvious tenour of
thy facred oracles ; give them more awi/dom, than
to expofe any longer the proteftant religion, which
they think to defend ; and more piery, than to make
the men of the world abhor thy gofpel, and blaf-
pheme thy name, as free-thinkers are daily tempt-
ed to do, when they fee, that thofe, who pretend
to ‘“exalt thee ”” moft, are of all proteftants the moft

ready to difarm thy gofpel of its fanctions ; to turn -

thy judicial fentences into frivolous defcriptions;
to overlook the dictates of reafon, and good nature ;
and to make the prefs groan under illogical affer-
tions, and perfonal abufe!’ :

"¢ Let thy fervant {peak once more : Thou knoweft,

O Lord, that, thy power being my helper, I would
chufe to die rather than wilfally to depreciate that
grace, that free grace of thine, which has fo long
kept me out of hell, and daily gives me fweet fore-
taftes of heaven. And now, Lord, let not readers
of a pharifaic turn, miftake what I have advanced
in honour of the aorks of faith, and by that means
build themfelves up in their felf-righteous delufion,

¢and
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and deltruflive contempt of thy merits : Help them
to confider,. that if our aorks are reawardable, it is
becaufe thy free grace makes them fo ; thy Father
having mercifully accepted our perfons for thy fake,

“thy holy fpirit having gently helped our infirmities,
thy precious blood having fully atoned for our fins

and imperfeCtions, thy inceflant interceflion fill
keeping the way to the throne of grace open for us,
and our poor performances. Suffer not one of the
fons of virtuous pride, into whofe hands thefe fheets
may fall, to forget that thou haft annexed tke re-
wward of the inkeritance to the affemblage of the aworks

of faith, or t0 patient continuance in nwell doing, and

not to one or two fplendid aworks of hypocrify, done
juit to ferve a worldly turn, or to bribe a difturbed
clamorous confcience : And enable them fo to feel
the need of thy pardon for paft tranfgrefiions, and of
thy power for future obedience, that, as the chafed
hart panteth akter the water- brooks, fo their awak-
ened fouls may long after Chrift, in whom the pe-
nitent find inexhauftible fprings of righteoufnefs
and ftrength ; and to whom, with thee, and thy
eternal Spirit, be for ever afcribed praife, honour;
and glory both in heaven and upon earth—rra1sE,
for the wonders of general redemption, and for the
innumerable difplays of thy Free-grace unftained by
Free-wrath — HONOUR, for beftowing the gracious
reward of an heavenly falvation upon all believers,
that make their eleCtion fure &y patient continuance
in well-po1NG —and GLORY for infliing the ju/?
punifiment of infernal damnation upon all that ne-
Lleit fo great falvation, and to the end of the ac-

cepted time dare thy vengeance 4y obttinate conti-
nxance in ill-poing.”

Exp or tue Scrirturar Essay,

N APPE N-
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APPENDIX

Madeley, March 11, 1774+

ESTERDAY a friend Jent me Mr. Baxter’s Cox-
JSelfion of Faith, printed in London 1655, The
third part of this valuable book extends thro’ above
140 large pages, and the title of that long fe&ion
runs thus: Tke teflimony of reformed divines aferibing
as much to WORKS as [ : ana many of them delivering
the fame do&rine. He produces an hundred witnefles,
fome of whom are colle@ive bodies, fuch as the 4/
JSembly-divines, the compilers of the Homilies of the
‘Church of England, and even the Synod of Dort. As
the antinomian fpirit which flamed againft Baxter’s
works in the laft century, will probably fparkle
againfl the preceding Effay, I beg leave to fhelter
behind that great man, and a few of his numerous
quotations. I fhall cite only Baxter’s page, to which
1 refer thofe who defire to fee the original of his Latin
uotations, together with the books, chapters, and
rages of the various authors. :

Page 322, he quotes the following words from
Bithop Davenant, ¢ As no man receivetk that general
¢ juftification which difchargeth from the guilt of all
¢ foregoing fins, but on the concurrence cf repent-
¢ ance, faith, a puepofe of a new life, and other ac-
* tions of the fame kind ; fo no man retaineth a flate
¢ free from guilt in refpe& of following fing, but by
¢ means of tie fame a&ions of believing in God, call-
¢ ing on God, mortifying the flefh, daily repenting
¢ and forrowing for fins daily committed. The rea-
¢ fon why al) thefe are required on our part, is this :
+ Becaufe thefe cannot be fill abfent, but their op-
§ pofites will be prefent, which are contrary to the
§ patpre of a juttified man. — As therefore to the

) ¢ sonfervation




{ 135 )

¢ confervation of natural life it is neceffarily requir.
ed, that a man carefully avoid fire, water, preci-
pices, poifons, and other things deftruétive to the
health of the body ; fo to the conferving of fpiritual
life, it is neceflarily required that a man avoid in-
credulity, impenitency, and other things that are
deftructive and contrary to the falvation of fouls ;
which cannot be avoided unlefs the oppofite and
contrary altions be exercifed. And thefe a&tions do
not conferve the life of grace properly and of them.
felves, by touching the very effe&t of confervation ;.
but improperly and by accident, by excluding and
removing the caufe of deftruttion,’
Page 324, Baxter produces thefe words of the fame
pious Bithop, ¢ We do therefore fight againft, not the
* bare name of merit, in a harmlefs fenfe frequently
¢ ufed of old by the fathers, but the proud and falfe
¢ opinion of merit of condignity, brought lately by
¢ the Papifts into the church of God.’
And again, page 315, ¢ The works of the regene-
~rate have an ordination to the rewards of this life
and that to come. 1. Becaufe God hath freely pro-
mifed (according to the good pleafure of his will)
the rewards of this life and that to come, to the
good works of the faithful and regenerate, 1 Tim.
iv. 8. Gal. vi. 8. Mat, xx. 8.’
Page 328 he quotes the following paflage from Dr,
Twifs, * It lieth on all ele& to igck falvation, not

. & a A a a f e a aaa
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¢ only by faith, but by works alfo, in that without.

¢ doubt falvation is to be given by way of reward,
¢ whereby God will rewa.rdg not only our faith, but
¢ alfo all oar good works.’
Page 330 and 331 he quotes Melan&hon thus :
‘New obedience 1s neceffary by neceflity of order of
the caufe and effe®, alfo by neceflity of duty or
¢ command, alfo by neceflity of retaining faith, and
¢ avoiding punithments temporal and eternal.”
¢ Cordatus ftirreth up againft me the city, and alfo
¢ the neighbor ceuntries, and alfo the court itfelf,
¢ becaute in explaining the controverfie of juftifica-
: N 2 ¢ tion

o &
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tion I faid, that new obedience was neceffary to
falvation.’
Page 360, 361, he quotes thefe words of Zanchius:
Works are neceflary : 1.To juftify our faith [coram
Deo] before God, &. 2. They are neceflary to the
obtaining eternal life, &c. 3. They are neceflary
to inherit juftification as causks, &c. 4. They are
profitable to conferve and increafe faith : alfo to
pROMERIT of God and obtain many good things
both fpiritual and corporal both in this life and in
another.” The words of Zanchius are, ¢ Opera utilia
JSunty, &c. ad multa bona tum Jpiritualia tum corpora-
lia, tum in hac wita tum in alia a Deo PROMEREND A
¢ et obtinenda’ Zanch. Tom. 8, p. 787. loc: de juft.
fidei. How much more tenderly did Mr. Wefley
fpeak of merit than the orthodox, whom Mr. Topladv
has lately rendered famous among us! I hope, that if
this gentleman ever opens his favourite book to the
above-quoted page, he will drop his prejudices, and
confefs, that his dear Zanchius himfelf nobly contends
for the Wefleian ¢¢ herefy. ¥
Page 462, Baxter concludes his book by praying
for thofe, who bhad mifreprefented him to the world,
and obliged him to fpend fo much time in vindicat-
ing his fo&rine. I moft heartily join him in the laft
paragraph of his prayer, in which I beg the reader
would join us both. ¢ The I.ord illuminate and
¢ fend forth fome meflenger, that may acquaint the
¢ charches with that true, middle, reconciling method of
¢ theological werities, which muft be the means of heal-
¢ ing our divifions. Let men be raifed of greater fuf-
¢ ficiency for this work, and of fuch blefled accom-
¢ plilhments as fhall be fit to cope with the power of
s
€
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prejudice: and let the fury of blind contradittion
be fo calmed, that TruTH may have opportunity
to do its work.’

End of the AprEnpix to the ScripTUraL Essay.

Ax ESSAY
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AN
ESSAY ON TRUTH,

BEING A

RATIONAL VINDICATION
Of the Dolrine of Savation by Faith

WITH A

DEDICATORY EPISTLE

To the Right Hon. the Countefs of HunTINGDON-

Without Faitb it is impoffible to pleafe God, Heb, xi. 6, Whatfaver is
not of Faith is fin, Rom. xiv. 23. Faith, if it bath not works, is
dead, being alone, (it is mere folifidianifro.) James ii. 17. Good works
Jpring out neceffardly of a true and lively faith, X1 Art, In Cbrifp
Fefus, &c. mothing availeth but ¥ AYTH, which WORKETH by love, .
Gal. v. 6, He that believeth, and is baptized [baptifm, the firft
and capital work of evangelical obedience, being here mentioned
for all ‘other good works, which we engage to do when we are
baptized] fBall be faved : ut b: that beliveth not fhail be danmed,

s Mark xvi, 16,
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A DEDICATORY EPISTLE
To the Right Hon. the Countefs of HunTiNGDON.
My Labv,

ECAUSE I think it my duty to defend the avorks
of faith againft the triumphant errors of the So-
lifidians, fome of your Ladythip’s friends conclude,
that I am an enemy to the doétrine of Jalvarion by
Jaith, and their conclufion amounts to fuch excla-
mations as thefe: How could a Lady, fo zealous for
God’s glory and the Redeemer’s grace, commit the
fuperintendency of a feminary of pious learning to a
man, that appofes the dﬁmdamual doétrine of pro-
teftantifm ! How could fhe put her theep under the
«are of fuch a wolf in fheep’s clothing! This conclu-
fion, my Lady, has grieved me for your fake ; and to
remove the blot that it indireétly fixes upon you, as
well as to balance my Scriptural Effay on the reward-
ablenefs of the works of faith, I publifli, and humbly
dedicate to your Ladyfhip, this laft piece of my EquaL
CHECK to pharifai/m and antinomianifm. May the
kindnefs, which enabled you to bear for years with the
coarfenefs of my miniftrations, incline you favourably
to receive this little token of my unfeigned attach-
ment to proteftantifm, and of my lafting refpet for
your Ladyfhip !

Your averfion to all that looks like controverfy,
can never make you think, that an Egual Clect to the
two grand delufions, which have crept into the church,
is needlefs in our days. 1 flatter myfelf therefore,

that tho’ you may blame my performance, you will

approve of my defign. And indeed what true chriftian
can be abfolutely neuter in this controverfy ¢ If God

has a controverfy with all pharifees and antinomians, ‘

have not all God’s children a controverfy with pha-
rifaifm and antinomiani/m ? Have you not for one, my
Lady ? Do you not check in private, what [ attempt
to check in public? Does not the religious world

know
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know that you abhor, attack, and purfue phari/aifm.
in its moft artfol dif?uifcs ? And have | not frequent-
ly heard you expiefs in the firongeft terms your de-
teftation of antinomiani/m, and lament the number of
fleeping profeffors, whom that Delilah robs of their
ftrength ? Nor would you, I am pe.fuaded, my Lady,
have countenanced the oppofition, which was made
againft the minutes, if your commendable, tho (as
it appears to me) at that time too precipitate zeal
againft phari/aifm, had not prevented your fecing,
that they contain the fcripture truths, which are fitteit
to ftop the rapid progrefs of antinomianifm.

However, if you ftill think, my Lady, that I mif-
take with refpect to the importance of thofe propofi-
tions ; you know, I am not miftaken, when 1 declare
before the world, that a poavertul, praciical, actually-
Jawing faith, is the only faith, I ever heard your Lady-
fhip recommend, as worthy to be contended for. And
fo long as you plead only for fuch a faith ; fo long as
you abhor the winter-faith that faves the folifidians
in their own conceit, while they commit adultery,
murder, and inceft, if they chofe to carry antinomi-
anifm to fuch a dreadful length ; fo long as you are
afraid to maintain either dire&ly or indireitly, chat
the evidence and comfort of juftifying faith may indeed
be fufpended by fin ; but that the righteon/nefs of faith,
and the jufification, which it infirumentally procures,
can never be loft, no not by the moft enormous and
complicated crimes ; whatever diverfity there may be
between your Ladyfhip’s fentiments and mine, it can
never be fundamental. I preach falvation by a faith,
that afually works by obedient love: and your Lady-
thip witnefles falvation by an aually-operative faith :
nor can I, to this day, fee any material difference
between thofe phrafes: for if I profefs a faith that is
actually operative, I cannot with propriety find fault
with a faith that afually operates : I cannot with de-
cency facrifice its works to ¢ antinomian dotages.” +

Permit me alfo to obferve, that the grand queftions
debated between my opponents and me, are not [?S I

. ear

4 The name which Flavel gives to Dr, Crifp’s modith tenets.
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fear your Ladyfhip apprehend:] whether pharifaie
merit fhall eclipfe the Redeemer’s worthinefs; or,
whether the doctrine of falvation by a lively faith
fhall be given up to mere moralifts : | no more plead
either for the one or the other, than I do for placing
the pretender upon the Britifh throne,<and for facri-
ficing the great charter to arbitrary power. No my
Lady — What we contend about 1s: (5r) Whether
Chrift’s /aaw is not perfe&ly confiltent with his dlood -
(z) Whether we are to fet him at nought as a Pro-
PHET, a King, and 2 JupcEe; under pretence of
exalting him as a Priest, an ApvocaTg, and a
SURETY of the better covenant, that threatens fallen
believers with a forer punifkment thaa that, which was
inflited upon the defpifers of the Mofaic covenant :
(3) Whether the evangelical aworthine/s, which a true
believer really derives from Chrift, 1s not abfolutely
neceflary to falvation : (4) Whether fach a aworthine/s
is not as confiftent with Chrift’s original and para-
mount merit, as the light, that fhines in your apart-
ment, is confiftent with the original and tranfcendent
brightnefs of the fun : (5) Whether that faith is Jiv-
ing, which evidences itfelf by grofs immoralities s
(6) Whether it is not rather the ¢ dead faith” that
St. James exclaims againft : And (7) Whether the
folifidians do not fet up the abomination of defolation
in the holy place, when they dire@ly or + INDIRECTLY
teach, that all believers may go any length in fin
without lofing their heavenly thrones, or the divine
favour : that a man can have the joftifying, faving,
operative faith, which your Ladyfhip pleads for,
while he adds idolatry to incontinence;, murder to
adultery, and curfes to the repeated denial of Jefus
Chrift : that fallen believers, who have returned to
their fins as a_fow that is wafhed, doesto her wallowing
in the mire, fland immacalate before God in a robe
of imputed righteoufnefs, even while they tura God's

grace

4 Mr, H—Il has done it directly in the fourth of the five letters
which he has infcribed to me, and all the Solifidians do it sndirec?lye
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grace into lafcivioufnefs and commit cll uncleannefs awith
greeding/s : that they fhall all infallibly fing in hea-
ven, in confequence of their moit grievous falls on
earth ; and that a kind of hypocritical, lying free-
grace is to be preached to all finners, which meceffarily
fhuts up moft of them under the abfolute free-wrath
of a God ever gracelefs, and ever mercilefs towards
* the majority of mankind,

Now, my Lady, as I am perfuaded that you do not
admire fuch an immoral and narrow gofpel ; as I be-
lieve, that, if at any time it creeps into your chapels,
it is without your approbation, under the matk of
decency, and only by the means of the fpecious
phrafes of free gofpel, elefting, everlafling love, finifhed
JSalvation, and free, diftinguifhing grace, which, accord-
ing to the analogy of the modifh faith, sweeTLy
meake way for the infeparable and BrTTER doétrines
of & confined gofpel, of everlafling hate, reprobating un-
mercifuluefs, finifhed damnation, and free, difinguifhing

" arath ; and as I do your Ladyfhip the juftice to ac-
knowledge, that your moft earneft defire is to fupport
what appears to you a free and /oy gofpel at the ex-
pence of your fortune, life, and chara&er; I beg, my
Lady, you will alfordo me the juftice to believe, that.
if I oppofe the folifidian-gofpel of the day, it is onl
becaufe it appears to me a confined and unkoly gofpel,
calculated to fofter the antinomianifm of Laodicean
believers, and to render Chrift’s undefiled religion
contemptible to the RaTIONAL, and execrable to the
moraL world. If you grant me this requeft, I thall
only trouble you with one more, which is to believe,
that, notwithitanding the part I have taken in the
prefent controverfy, [ remain with my former refpecb
and devotednefs,

My Lady,
Your Ladyfhip’s
Moft obliged and obedient
. Madeley, March 12, " Serwvant irn the Gofpel,

1774 J. FLETCHER.
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ESSAY ON TRUTH, &.

INTRODUCTION

EXCEEDINGLY forry thould I be, if the tefti-
mony which [ have borne to the neceflity of good
works, caufed any of my readers to do the worft of
bad works, that is, to negle&t telirving, and to depend
upon fome of the external, faithiefi performances,
which conceited pharifees call ‘¢ good works ;** and by
which they abfurdly think to make amends for their
fins, to purchafe the Divine favour, to fet afide
God’s mercy, and to fuperfede Chrift’s atoning blood.
Therefore, left fome unwary fouls, going from one-
extreme to the other, fhould fo unfortunately avoid
antinomianifm, as to run upon the rocks, which are
rendered famous by the defiru@ion of the pharifees, I
fhall ence more vindicate the fundamental, anti-pha-
rifaic do&rine of falvation by faith: | fay once more,
becaufe I have already done it in my guarded fermon :
and to the fcriptures, articles, and arguments pro-
duced in that piece, I fhall now add rational, and yet
fcriptaral obfervations, which, together with appeals
to matter of fa, will, I hope, foften the prejadices of
judicious moralifts againft the do&rine of faith, and
reconcile confiderate folifidians to the dotrine of
works. In order to this, I defign in general to prove,
that true faith is the only plant, which can poflibly
bear works ; that it lofes its operative nature,
and dies when it produces them not ; and that it as
much furpafles good works in importance, as the mo-
tion of the heart does all other bodily motions. En- -
quire we firft into the nature and ground of faving -

faith,
SEC.



SECTION L

A plain definition of SAVING Farvs, how delieving
is the Gift of God, and awhether it is in our power
to believe.

HAT is faith ? It is beliewing heartily.—~What
is fawing faith ? I dare not fay, that it is ¢* be-
lieving heartily, my fins are forgiven me for Chrift’s
fake ; » for, if I live in fin, that belief is a deffrustive
conceit, and not /zwving faith. Neither dare I fay,
that ¢ faving faith is oxly a fure truft and confidence,
that Chrift loved me, and gave himfelf for me ;
for, if I did, I fhould damn almoft all mankind for
4000 years, [See note 13, p. 43] Such definitions of
faving faith are, 1 fear, too marrow to be juft, and too
unguarded to keep out folifidianifm. A comparifon
may convince my readers of it. If they defired me to
define man, and I faid, *¢ Man is a rational animal,
that lives in Prance in the year 1774 ;" would they
not atk me, whether I fuppofe, all the rational ani-
mals, that lived on this fide the Englifh channel in
1773 were brutes ?# And if you defired to know what
1 mean by Jawving faith, and I replied : It is a fuper-
natural belief, that Chrift has aftually atoned for my
fins upon the crofs ; would you not alk me, whether
Abrahain, the father of the taithful, who would have
believed a lie if he had believed this, had only damn-
ing faith ?
' To

+ When the church of England, and Mr.Wefley give us particular
definitions of faith, it is plain, that they confider it according to the
chriftian difpenfation ; the priviledges of which muft be principally
infifted upon among chriftians ; and that our church and Mr. Wefley
guard faith againft antinomianifm, is evident from their maintaining,
as well as St. Paul, that by bad works.we lofc a good confcience,
and make fhiprreck of the faith,
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To avoid therefore fuch miftakes ; to contradi@ no
fcriptures ; to put no black mark of paMNATION
upon any inan, that in any nation fears God and
works righteoulnefs ; to leave no room for folifidia-
nifm ; and to prefent the reader with a definition of
faith adequate to the everlafling go/p.l, I would chufe
to fay, that *‘juflitying or faving faith is believing the
faving truth awith the heart urto internal, and [as we
have opportunity] unto external righteoufnefs, accord-
ing to our light and difpenfation.” To St. Paul’s
words, Rom. x. 10, I add the epithets internal and
external, in order to exclude, according to 1 John iii.
7, 8, the filthy imputation, under which fallen be-
lievers may, if we credit the antinomians, commit in-
ternal and external adultery, mental and bodily mur-
der, without the leaft reafonable fear of endangering
their faith, their intereft in God’s favour, and their
inamiffible title to a throne of glory. .

But, ¢¢ How is Faith the gift of God ?”’—Some per-
fons think, that Faith is as much out of our power,
as the lightening that fhoots from a diftant cloud :
‘they fuppofe, that God drives finners to the fountain
of Chrift’s blood, as irrefiftibly as the infernal Legion
drove the herd of fwine into the fea of Galilee ; and
that a man is as paffive in the firft a& of faith, as
Jonah was in the a& of the fith, which caft him upcn
the fhore. Hence, the ab/urd plea of many, who lay
fait hold on the horns of the Devil’s altar, unBeLIEF,
and cry out, ¢ We can no more believe, than we can
make a world.”

1 call this an ab/urd plea for feveral reafons: (1) Tt
fuppofes, that when God commands all men every avhere
to repent, and to believe the gofpel, he commands them
‘to do what is as impoffible to them as the making of
a new world.— (2) It fuppofes, that the terms of the
covenant of grace are much harder than the terms of
the covenant of works. For the old covenant required
only perfect human obedience : but the new covenant
requires of «s the work of an almighty God, i. e. be~

-lieving 5 a work this, which upon the fcheme I oppofe,
is
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is as impoflible to us as the creation of a world, in
which we can never have an hand. — ‘(3‘) It fuppofes,
that the promife of falvation being fufpended upon
believing, a thing as im&ra&icable to us as the mak-
ing of a new world, we fhall as infallibly be damned,

_if God does not believe in, or for us, as we fhould

be, if we were to make a world on pain of damna-
tion, and God would not make it in our place.—(4)
It fuppofes, that believing is a work, which belongs
to God alone : for no man in his fenfes can doubt hut
creating a world, or its tantamount, delicving, is a
work which none but God can manage.—(5) It fup-
pofes, that -[if he, who belieweth not the divine record,
makes God a liar, and fhall be damued | whenever un-
believers are called upon to beligve, and God refufes
them the power to do it, he ai much forces them to
make him a liar and to be damned, as the king would
force me to give him the lie and to be hanged, if he
put me in circumftances, where I could have no
chance of avoiding that crime and punithment, but
by fubmitting to the alternative of creating a world.
— (6) It fuppofes, that when Chrift marweled art the
unbelief of the jews, he fhewed as little wifdom as I
thould, were I to marvel at a man for not creating
threc worlds as quickly as a believer can fay the three
creeds. —(7) That when Chrift reproved his difciples
for their urbelief, he acted more unreafonably, thaa
if he had rebuked them for not adding a new ftar to
every conitellation in heaven, — (8) That to exhort
people to consinue in the faith, is to exhort them to
fomething as difficult, as to continue creating worlds.
— And laftly, that when Chrift fixes our damnation
upon unkelicf [ fee Mark xvi. 16, and John iii. 18. ]
he alls far more tyrannically than the king would do,
if he iflued out a proclamation informing all his fub-
je€ts, that whofoever fhall not by fuch a time raife a
new ifland within the Britith feas, fhall be infallibly

put to the moft painful and lingering death, -
Having thus expofed the erroneous fenfe, in which
fome people fuppofe, that fuith is the gift of God 5 I
o beg



(146 )

bei leave to mention in what fenfe it appears to me
to be fo. Believing is the gift of God’s grace, as cul-
tivating the root of a rare flower given you, or raifing
a crop of corn in your field, is the gift of God’s prowvi-
dence.— Believing is the gift of the God of GracE, as
breathing, moving, and eating, are the gifts of the God
of naTurE. He gives me lungs and air, that I may
breathe ; he gives me life and mufcles, that [ may
move ; he beftows ppon me food and a mouth, that
1 may eat; and when 1 have no ftomach, he gives me
common fenfe to fee, T muft die or force myfelf to
take fome nourifhment or fome medicine: but he
ocither Sreathes, moves, nor eats for me ; nay, when I
think proper, I can accelerate my breathing, motion,
and eating : and if [ pleafe I may even faf, lie dowwn,
or hang myfelf, and by that means put an end to my
eating, moving and breathing. — Again, Faith is the
gift of God to a believer, as the prince of Wales is
the gift of God to the queen: She bore him herfelf
by the blefling of Ged upon hc}free marriage with
the king, and by the wonders of providence, which
capacitated her fresly to become a royal mother.—
Once more, Faitk is the gift of God to believers as
Jight is to you. ‘The Parent of good freely gives you
the light of the fun, and organs proper to receive it :
he places you in a world, where that light vifits yoa
daily : he apprizes you, that fight is conducive to your
fafety, pleafure, and profit: and every thing around
you bids you ufe your eyes and fee : neverthelefs you
‘may not only drop your curtains, and extinguifh your
_candle, but clofe your eyes alfo. This is exaélly the
cafe with regard to Faith. Free grace removes (in
part) the total blindnefs which Adam’s fall brought
upon us : Free grace gently fends us fome beams of
trath, which is the light of the fun of righteoufnefs ;.
it difpofes the eyes of our underitanding to fee
zhofe beams ; it excites us variouy ways to welcome
them ; it blefles us with many, perhaps with all the
‘means of faith, fuch as opportunities to hear, read,
znquire ; and power to confider, affent, confentf, lre-

. olve
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folve and re-refolve to believe the truth.. But, after
all, believing is as much our own a& as feeipg.: We
may in general do, {ufpend, or omit the 22 oig faich 3
efpecially when that a& is not yet become kabitual,
and when the glaring light, that femetimes accompa-
nies the revelation of the trath, is abated. Nay, we
may imitate Pharaoh, Judas, and all reprobates : we
may do by the eye of our faith, what fome report,
Demaocritus did- by his bodily eyes. Being tired of
feeing the follies of mankind, to rid himfelf of that
difagreeable fight he put his eyes out: We may be fo
averfe from the light, which enlightens every man that
comes inte the world, we may fo dread it becaufe our
works are evil, as to exemplify, like the pharifees,
fuch awful declarations as thefe : Their epes have they
slofed, leff they fhomld jee, &c.— avkerefore God gave:
them up t9 & reprobate mind, and they <vere biiuded.
Whea St. Paul fays, that chriftians believe accord-
ing te the working of Ged’s mighty power, whick ke
;:ugh in Chrif, wohen ke nu)él Jb’- from the dead ;
be chiefly allades to the refurre@ion of Chrift, and
the out-pounring of the Holy Ghoft ; the former of

 thefe wonders being the great objedt of the chriffian

faith, and the latter difplaying the great priviledge
of the chriffian difpenfation. 'To fuppofe therefore,

. that no body favingly believes, who does not believe

according to an aixal, overwhelming difplay of God’s
almighty power, is as unfcriptural as to maintain,
that God’s people no longer believe, than he attually
repeats the woaders of Eafter-day, and of the day of
Peatecoft. Is it not clear, that the apoftle had no _
fuch notions,.when he wrote to the Coriathians # J
declare unto you the gofpel, awhkick I preached unto you,
avhich you have received, aherein ye fland ; by whick-
alfo ye are faved, if ye heep in memory—(if ye hold faft, -
as the original means) avhar I preached unto you, unlefi
ye have BELYEVED in wain. For I declared unto you, -
&c. that Chrift died for our fins, that he awas buried, .
and that he rofe again according to the feriptures, &c.
So we preach, and fo ye Iulimond. Again, how plain l:s
2 the”
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the account, that our Lord and his forerunner give
us of faith and unbelief ! Verily ave fpeak that ave do
Anoav, and teftify that awe hawe feen, and yé receive not
our witnefs—What he (Chrift) hatk feen and heard, that
ke 1eftifieth, and no man (comparatively) receiveth his
tefimony o but he that hath received his teflimony, hath
Jet to his feal that God is true. This is as intelligible
as the following lines of the 22d hymn in the Rev.
M:r, Madan’s colleftion :

Ye need noT onE be left behind,
For God hath bidden arr mankind.
Do not begin to make excuse : :
Ah! do not ye his grace refuse, &c.
Ye who beliewve his record true,

Shall fup with him and he with you ;
*Come to the feaft, be fav’d from fin,
For Jefus avaits to take you in.

Tkis is the time, no more delay,

This is the glorious gofpel-day ;
Come in this moment at his call,

And live for him who died for all.

‘I'wo things have chiefly given room to our mif-
“takes, refpeéting the frange impoffibility of believing :
‘The firf? is our confounding the truths, which cha-
ralterize the feveral gofpel-difpenfations. We fee,
for example, that a poor befotted drunkard, an over-
reaching greedy tradefman, a rich fceptical epicure,
and a proud ambitious courtier, have no more tafte
for the gofpel of Chriff, than a horfe and a mule have
for the high-feafoned difhes that crown a royal table,
An immenfe guiph is fixed between them, and the
ckriftian faith. In their prefent ftate they can no more
believe in Chrif?, than an unborn infant can become
a-man without pafling thro’ infancy and-youth. But,
altho’ they cannot yet believe in C4riff, may they not
believe in God according to the import of our Lord’s
words, Ye beliewe 1N Gob, believe alfo 15 mE ? If the

pharifees covLp NOT believe 1x CHRiIsT, it was not
becaufe
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becaule God never gave tirem "a power.: equal to that
which created the world; but, becaufe they were
ratical atheifts, who ataally rejeted the marsing
Egbt of the jewi/h difpenfation, and by that means ab-
folutely unfitted themfetves.for the meridian light of the
-ckriftian difpenfation. This is evident from our Lord’s
own words : .J #now you, that ye have not the love of God,
or a regard for God iw.yeu. I come ine my Father’s name,
and ye receive me not, the'. you:might do it; for, if
another fhall come in his oxvn name, him ye will receive.
How can YB BELIEVE, who receive horour ene of ano-
ther ? &c. There is one that: accufeth you, even Mofes, in
avhom ye trufl.  For, had ye believed Moses, and fub-
amitted to /4s difpenfation, ye would hdwve believed Mk,
and fubmitted .to my gofpel. Bur: if ye believe not n1s
WRITINGS, how fhail ye beliove M¥ WORDS ? :
The fecond caufe of our miftake about the impofii-
bility -of believing wow, is the confounding of faith
with its fruits and rewards.; which naturally leads us
4o think, that we cannot believe, or that our faith is
~ain, till thofe rewards and fruits appear. Bat is not
this_being ingenious to make the worft of things ?
‘Had Abraham po faith in God’s promife, till lfaac
-was born ? Was Sarah a damnable unbeliever, till fhe
felt the long-expetted frait of her womb flir there 2’
.Had the woman of Canaan no faith, till our .Lord
-granted her reqaeft, and cried out, O awomdn great is
thy faitk, let it be done unto thee ewen as thou awilt ?
‘Was the centurion an infidel, till Chrift marwveled at
his faith, and declared, ke had. not. found. fuch ﬂfait/: no
ot in Ifrael 7 Was Peter faithlefs, till his mafter faid,
Bleffed art thou Simon bar Fonah ? &c. Did the weep-
ing penitent begin to believe only when Chrift faid
to her, Go in peace, thy faith hath faved thee ? And bad.
:he.apoltles no faith in the promife of the Father, till
their heads were attually crowned with celeftial fire ?
Should we not' diftinguith betwéen our fealing the
truth of eur dijpenfation with the feal of our faith, ac-
:cording to our prefent light and abilicy ; and between
‘Gop’s fealing the truth of our faith with the feal of &is
. 3 2ower,
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F this truth, will make why for their receiviog the
higher truths, that ftand between them and the top of
the myfterious ladder of truth. [ grant, it is impoffi-
ble they fhould leap at once to the middle, much lefs
to the higheft round of that ladder ; but if:the foot
of it is'upon earth, in the very nature of things, the
lowelt flep is within their reach, and by laying hold of
it, they may go on from faith to faith, till they ftand
firm even in the chriffian faith; ifdiﬁin‘guiﬂring grace
has eleéted them to hear the chrifian gofpel.  The moft
- fudden converfions imply this gradual tranfition. As
in the very nature of things, when the firit of the Lord
caught away Philip frem the Eunuch, and tranfported
him to Azotus, he made Philip’s body rapidly meafure
all the diftance between the wildernefs of Gaza and
Azotus : fo, when hé helped the Philippian jailor
from the gates of hell to the gates of heaven in one
night, he made him rapidly pafs thro’ the fear of
. God, the dread of his juftice, and the pangs of peni-

tential defires afier falvation, before he entered into
the joyous reft, that remains for thofe that heartily
believe in Chrit. Nor is thisquick, tho’ gradual,
tranfition from midnight darknefs to nodn-day light,
:an unintelligible myftery ; fince we are witnefles of a
fimilar event every revolving day. The vegetable and
* the animal world help us likewife to underftand the na-
.ture of fudden converfions. Every philofopher knows,
that a mathroom pafles thro’ almoft as many ftages of
the vegetative life in fix hours, as an oak does in two
hundred: and thofe animalcula that frifk into life in
the morning of a fummer’s day, propagate their fpe-
-cies at noon, are old at four o’clock, and dead at fix,
.meafure the length of animal life as really, as Methe-
felah did in his millenniem. .

\

SEC-
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SECTION IL

Saving Truth is the objel? of faving Faith: What
TRUTH is, and what great things are [poken of it
and of the WorD. Our_falvation turns upon it.

IT appears by the preceding fetion, that /awing
TruTH is the ground and obje& of faving Farrs :
but, ¢ What is Tru'rn ? ~—~This is the awful quef-
tion, that Pilate once afked of him, who was beft able
to anfwer it. But alas! Pilate was fo hurried by the
lying fear of man, that he did not ftay for an anfwer.
May I venture to give one. — TruTH'is {piritual
Jubflance ; and a Lig, fpiritual fhadow. TRuUTH is
fpiritwal /ight ; and a L1k, fpiritual darkuefs. TRUTH
is the root of all @irtue, and a Lik is the root of all
wice. 'TRuTH is the celeftial tinQure, that makes
fpirits good ; and a L1k, the infernal tinGure, that
makes them evil. A Lie is as nearly related to the
Devil, as infeftion to one that has the plague, or
opacity-to the earth : and TruTs is as nearly related
to God, as fragrancy to burning incenfe, and light to
the unclouded fun.

According to this definition of TruTH and ErroR,
‘may we not give plain and fcriptural anfwers to fome
of the deepett ?ueﬁions in the world ?—What is God ?
The reverfe of the prince of darknefs, and of the father
of lies : He is the father of lights, and the God of Truth :
He is Light, and in him is no darknefs at all.—What is
Chrift ¢ He is the brightnefs of his Father’s glory ; a
light 3 a great light to them that dwoell in the fhadow of
death. He is the TruTH ; the TRUE Witnefs 5 the
TrutH 1TseLF 5 Emmanuel, God with us, full of grace
and TruTH.—~What is the Holy Ghott ? T#e Spirit of
TrurH : Yea, fays St. John, The Sgirir is TrvTH,
and Jeads into all TrRuTH.—What is the Devil: Tte
Spirit of ERrOR, the multitude of Lying Spirits ;n_d

. their.
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F this truth, will make way for their receiviag’ the
higher truths, that ftand between them and the top of
the myfterious ladder of truth. I grant, it is impofii-
ble they thould leap at once to the middle, much lefs
to the higheft round of that ladder; but if the foot
of it is'upon earth, in the very nature of things, the
loweft flep is within their reach, and by laying hold of
it, they may go on from faith to faith, till they ftand
firm even in the chriffian faiths ifdiﬂin‘guiﬂring grace
has ele@ted them to hear the chrifian gofpel. The moft
fudden converfions imply this gradual tranfition. As

in the.very nature of things, when ¢ke fpirit of the Lord -

caught away Philip from the Eunuch, and tranfported
him to Azotus, he made Philip’s body rapidly meafure
all the diftance between the wildernefs of Gaza and
Azotus : fo, when he helped the Philippian jailot
from the gates of hell to the gates of heaven in one
night, he made him rapidly pafs thro’ the fear of
. God, the dread of his juftice, and the pangs of peni-
tential defires afier falvation, before he entered into
the joyous reft, that remains for thofe that heartily
believe in Chrit., Nor is this quick, tho’ gradual,
tranfition from midnight darknefs to noon-day light,
.an unintelligible myflery ; fince we are witnefles of a
fimilar event every revolving day. The vegetable and
* the animal world help us likewife to underfiand the na-
.turé of fudden converfions. Every philofopher knows,
that a mufhroom paffes thro’ almoft as many ftages of
the vegetative life in fix hours, as an oak does in two
hundred : and thofe animalcula that frifk into life in
the morning of a fummer’s day, -propagate their fpe-
.cies at noon, are old at four o’clock, and dead at fix,
.meafure the length of animal life as really, as Methw-
felah did in his millenniom. c

SEC-
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SECTION IL

Saving Truth is the obje? of faving Faith: What
TRUTH is, and avhat great things are [poken of it
and of the WorD. OQur_falvation turns upon it.

IT appears by the preceding fettion, that /aving
TruTH is the ground and obje& of faving Farru :
but, ¢ What is Trurs ? ?~This is the awful que{-
tion, that Pilate once atked of him, who was beft able
to anfwer it. But alas! Pilate was fo hurried by the
lying fear of man, that he did not ftay for an anfwer.
May I venture to give one. — TruTH is fpiritual
Subflance ; and a Lig, fpiritual fhadow. TRuUTH is
fpiritaal light ; and a L1k, {piritual darkue/s. TRUTH
is the root of all wirrue, and a Lik is the root of all
wice. 'TRuTH is the celeftial tin@ure, that makes
fpirits good ; and a Lie, ‘the infernal tinQure, that
makes them evil. A Lie is as nearly related to the
Devil, as infetion to one.that has the plague, or
opacity to the earth : and TruTH is as nearly related
to God, as fragrancy to burning incenfe, and light to
the unclouded fun.

According to this definition of TruTH and ErROR,
may we not give plain and fcriptural anfwers to fome
of the deepeit queftions in the world ?—What is God ?
The reverfe o? the prince of darknefs, and of the father
of lies : He is the father of lights, and the God of Truth :
He is Light, and in him is no darknefs at all. —What is
Chritt ¢ He is the brightnefs of his Father’s glory ; a
light 5 a great light to them that dwell in the fhadovs of
death. He is the TRUTH ; the TRUE Witnefs ; the
TruTH 1TSELF § Emmanuel, God avith us, full of grace
ard TruTH.—What is the Holy Ghoft ? T#e Spirit of
TrutH : Yea, fays St. John, The Sgirit is TrvTH,
and Jeads into all TRuTH.—What is the Devil.} T#e

Spirit of ERROR, the multitude of LyinG Spirits and
. their.
|
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their prince ; he that aBede not in the TRUTH ; in avhom
there is no TRUTH, and who deceives the mations, whick
are in the four quarters of the earth. Again,

What is the Gofpel ? The worp of TrUTH, the
aword of God, the word of faith, the word of the kingdom,
the word of life, and the aword of falvation.— What
are Gofpel-minifters? Men that bear awitnefs to the
‘TrurH; that rightly divide the word of TruTH ; that
are fellow-helpers to the TrUTH 5 that jpeak forth the
words of TrRuTH ; and are waliant for the TrRUTH
upox the earth-—What is the preaching of the Gofpel ?
The manifefiation of theTrRuTH.—What is it to believe
the gofpel 7 It is to receive the KNOWLEDGE of the
TRUTH ; tO receive the LOVE of the TruUTH ; and
to obey tke TruTu. — What is it to miiftake the
gofpel ! It is to err from the TRUTH ; tO tarm after

Fables 5 and ta give &eed 1o feducing fpirits, and doBrines
of dewils. — What is the #rue Church 2 Tée piliar and
groxnd of TaurH, againf which the gates of kell foald
wat prevail.—What is che firll £roit of fincere repent-
ance ? The acknowledgiag of the TruTH. — What are
believers ? Perfons that are chsfen to falvatien thre®
the unncceflitated delief of the Trutn ; that are of
the Trutn ; that dxsew the TruTn ; that have the
'TrUTR iz their inward parts ; that heve a geod repore

- of the TruTH ; in whom davelli the TruTH; wWho
have been taught the truth as it is in Jefus ; in awhom is
the TrutH of Chrift ; who hawe learned Chrift ; hawe
purified their fouls by obeying the TRUTH ; and walk in
the TruTH.— What are unftable fouls ? People ever
learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the
TruTH, with whom the TrUTH of the gofpel does not
continue, and who are wilfully bewvitched, that they.

JShould not obey the TruTH. — What are obftinate un-
believe s? Men of corrupt minds, deflitute of the TruTH;
unreaonable men, that refift the TrurH ; that glory and.
lie againft the Truta ; that evalk in darkne/s, and do
not the I'RUTH, — What are apoftates{ Men that fin
wilfully after they have received the knowledge of the
TeuTH, and, inftead of repenting, count the tlood of

the.
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the covenant, wherewith they WERE fandtified, an ankoly
thing. — What are perfe& men in Chrit ? Men that
are effablifhed in the prefent TRuTH,i.e.inthe TRy TH.
revealed under the ckriffian difpenfation, and that caz
do nothing againft the VRuTH, but for the TRUTH.

If all turns thus upon Trury, and if TRUTH is
at once {fpiritual /ight, and the objet of faving faith,
it follows : 1) That to awalk in the TRUTH, to walt
in the LicnT, and to walk by FaiTH, are phrafes of
the fame import: (2) That to be converted is to
be turned from darknefs to L4GHT, thatis, from the
pradtical belief of a lie to the praical belief of the
TRuTH ; or, as St. Paul expreffes it, frem the poaver
of Satan unto Ged : And -(3) That the chief bufinefs
of the Tempter, is to take the word of trath out of our
hearts, left awe fhould beliewe and be fawved : or, in other
terms, to blind our minds, left the light of the glorious
gofpel of Chrift fhould fhine unto us.

If Jefus Chrift is the Trath, the Light, the Life, and
the WoR D, that avas in the beginning with God, and
avas God ; the WORD, by ahich all things avere made,
and are preferved — If he is the Light, 5lat Shineth in
darknefs, even when the darknefs comprehendath it not—
If he is the true Light, awhich lightetk every man, thats
cometh into the world, while the day of falvation lafts
—If he is the archetype, the eternal, living pattern
of all faving Trath — If he is the eflential, almighty
WoRp, from whom revealed Trurk, and the #ord of
our falvation flow as conftantly, as light and heat from
the fun: do we not {light him, and defpife eternal
life ; when- we flight the TRuT#H, and defpife the
Worp ? And may not the great things {poken of the
Word, confirm what has been faid of the Trark, and
help us to anfwer the queftions already propofed in a
manner equally fcriptural and conclufive ?

Not forgetting that there is fuch a thing as tke
Word nigh, the Word behind us, the fill fmnall woice,
and the aword of that grace, which has appeared unto
all men, teaching them to demy avorldly lufts, and to liwe
Joberly, &c. | afk : What are evangeliits ? Men, \Zho

ear
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bear record of the WoRD of God, and bear awitne/s of
the LIGHT, that all men may believe : Soawers, that foaw
the WORD of the kingdom ; holding forth the worD of life.
— What 1s the Devil ? An exemy, who fiavs the tares
of error in the night of ignorance, avhile men fleep in
carnal fecurity.—What are falfe Apoftles > Men, that
corrupt the WoR D of God, that handle the WorD of God
deceitfully, and preack another gofpel ; awhofe WORDS eat
as does a canker — What are Believers ? People, that
hear the WoRD of God and keep it ; that are begotten of
God by the WoRrD of Truth ; that are born again by the
WORD of God; that hear the savinGs of Chriff, and
do them ; in whofe hearts the WorD of Chrift dwells
richly 5 who receive it not as the word of men, but as it
is in truth, the WORD of God, avhich avorketh effeciunally
in them that beliewe it : They are perfons, that receive
aith meeknefs the engrafted Worp, avhich is able to
Jave their fouls ; that have tafled the good WORD of

" God ; that defire the fincere milk of the WORD, that they

may grow thereby ; that gladly receive the WoRD ; have
God’s WORD abiding in them ; are made clean thro’
the WORD, avhick Chriff Jpeaks, by his minifters, his
{criptures, his {pirit, his works, or his rod ; and in

avhom the feed of that WORD produces thirty fold, fixty .

fold, or an hundred fold, according to their light, faith-
fulnefs, and opportunity.
Again, What are Unbelievers ? Antinomian /ypo-
“crites, that hear the sAYINGS of Chriff, and do them
not 3 or pharifaic defpifers, that ffumble at the WorD,
Jpeak againft thofe things, awhich are fpoken by God’s
meflengers ; contradiing and blafpheming ; and who,
by putting the WORD of God firom them, judge themfelves
unworthy of eterngl life. — What are Martyrs & Wit-
neffes of the truth, flain for the WoRD of God. — Ard
what are Apoftates ? Believers, in whom #4e Worp is
choaked by the cares of this world, or the deceitfulnefs of
riches 5 who fall away awhen perfecntion arifeth becaufe
of the WORD ; by reafon of whom the way of TkUTH
15 ewil fpoken of 5 and in whom the feed of the WorD
becometh unfruitful—Thus all turns fill upon TRuTH

SEC-

- and the WoRrp of God.
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'S ECTION I

That according to reafon and j:ripun; 2here is a faving,
_almighty power iz TRUTH, and the WORD of God.

\HO ULTD the reader afk here, how it is poffible,
the Worp and the TRuTH fhould be !‘g nearly
related to our Saviour, that to receive them is to re-
ceive Him, and to reje& them is to reje@ Him, and
his falvation : I anlwer, that, in the fptritual, as well
as in the political and mercantile world, it is impoffi-
ble to do bufinefs without fome figas to convey our
thoughts and refolutions, Hence the ufe of letters,
notes, bonds and charters ; of revelations, traditions,
feriptures,.and facraments. Now an honeft.-man’s aord
is apfgood as his fond or pledge, and as troe as his
heart 5 his eward or bond being nothing but his mind
or determination, fairly conveyed to others by the
means of his tongue, or of his hand. Therefore, in the

- very nature of things, to receive the #ord of Chrift, is

to receive Chrif, who dwells in onr hearts BY ¥arTH ;
whom believers dnonv nov afder. the flafh no more ; who
commiffioned .his favourite apofile to fay, He thar
abideth in the DOCTRINE of Chriff, hath both the Fa-
ther and the Son ; and who perfonally declares, My
mother and my brythers are thefe, that hear the worDd of
God, and heep it.

As the legiflative power has appointed, that pure
gold duly ftamped, and bank-notes properly drawn
up, fhall reprefent the value, and procure the poflef-
fion of all the neceflaries and conveniencies of life,
which can be bought with money : Se our heavenly
Lawgiver has fixed, that the #ard of Truth thall an-

. {wer in his fpiriteal kingdom, the end of gold and Jes-

ters of exchange in the kingdoms of this world : And
chis fpiritual gold, this Word tried 10 the uttermoft, he
offersito'all that are poor and blind, and naked, that they

Lot P may .
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smay be rich in faith. I counfel thee to buy of me gold
sried in the fire, that thow mayft be rich.”’

Again: as a will conveys apn immenfe fortune ; and
a death-avarrant, a capital punifhment : fo does the
Word of God convey the unjfearchable riches of Chrift
to obedient believers, and thc dreadful punithments of
the damned to obftinate unbelievers. I readily grant
that a bank-note is noT gold, that a will is NOT an
¢flate, and that & death-warrant is NoT the gallows ;
neverthelefs, {0 ftrong is the connexion between thofe
feemingly infignificant fgas, and the important things,
which they fignify ; that none but fools will throw
away their bank-notes, or the wills of their friends,
as wafte-paper ; none but mad men will fport with
sheir death-warrapt as with a play-bill. Now if the
written avord of men { who, thro’ forgetfulnefs, fickle-
nefs, impotence, or unfaithfulnels, often break their
engagements] can neverthelefs have fuch force. as
-wi% s bank-notes, and death-awarrants ; how exceffvely
fool-hardy are finners, that difregard the Worp of the
King of kings, avho cannot lie ! the proclamations of
the God of Truth, avith avhom 0 worD is impoffible !
the promifes and threatnings, the will and teffament
of the Almighty, who fays, Heaven and edrth fhall pafs
pway, but my WoRD fhall not pafs away !

Once more: Altho’ no man knows the Father im-
mediately bur the Som, yet the Father may be medi-
ately known by his Works, his Werd, and his Son.

For, [leaving room for the liberty of moral agents and

their woirks] God’s Works are always as his Word :
Hence we pead, God 3410, Let there be light, and there
was light : Lurfed be the ground for man's fake, and
the ground was curfed : Fgr be spakB, and it awas
DONE ; he COMMANDED, &nd if §TOOD Fasi. As
God’s Works aie the exprefs image of his Word vttered
without—of his out-going Word (if I may fo fpeak :) fo
his pat-going Word |s the e_xyrefs image of his imma-
pent, effential Word, which is his eternal mind, and
svhich’ the fcriptures call indifferently the Word, the
Fijdom, the Som of God, or the cxpre/i image of ln':],F a-
: ther's
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fher’s glory. Hence it appears, that as the effential
Word, Chrift, is one with the Father ; fo the word of
" faving Truth is one with the Son : and that David,
Solomon and St. Paul fpoke noble trughs when they
{aid : Whofo defpifeth the worp fhall be deftreyed— By
the worD of thy lips I hawe kept me from the ways of
the defirayer. — The law, or word of the Lord is an un-
defiled word : it is fure and giveth wif/dom to the fimple :
it is right and rejoiceth the heart, it is pure and giverk
light > it is trus and righteous altogether ; snore to be de-
Jfired than gold, yea, than much fine gold ;~better 1o me
than thoufands of gold and filver ; — faweeter alfo than
honey, and the honey comb :=—1It is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path : — by it is thy fervant taught,
and made wife to falvation, thro' faick on his part; and
in kecping of it there is grear reward, even the reward of
the inkeritance, a kingdom of grace here, and a king-
dom of glory hereafter. ¥ )
But let our Lord himfelf be heard, and he will join
Rimfelf in myfic crinity to the #ord, and to the Trari
of God. He promifcuoufly ufes the expreflions Trath
and Word, which make the burden of the lait fetion.
When -he recommends his difciples to his Father, he
fays, Sanétify them thro® thy TrutH, thy WorD is
Trura : Hence it appears, that the Truth and the
Werd are terms of the fgme import ; that the Word of
Truth is a fanlifying emanation from (God, and the
ordinary vehicle of the divine power ; and that our
Lord utteied' a rational mydtery when Ye faid, He ¢thar
receiveth you [the witnelles of my Tratk, and the fow-
ers of MY woRrD] receiveth me ; and he that recéiverh
me, receiweth him that femt me. But, Whofoewer frall be
afhamed of M8, and of MY WORDS, ?hiu//zal! the Sox
of man be afhamed, awhex he cometh in the glory of his
Father.—And imperfet believers he encouraged thus:
.df ye continue in my Worp, &c. ye fhall know the
TruTH, and the ’I{w‘rﬂ Jhall make you free, &c. If
the SoN Jhall make you free, ye fhall be free indeed. —
fmportant fcriptures thefé, which fhow the connexion of
the TruTH with the Son of God ! Bleffed-{criptures,
P2 which

.
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which St. Paul fums up in the following words ! Say
nct in thy keart, Who fhall afcend into heaven P (that is
20 bring CHRIST dows from above) Or, Whe fhall de-
Seend into the desp ? (that is to bring up CHRIST again
Srom: the dead.) But avhat faith ike righteonfnefs auhich
is of faith ? The WORD is nigh thee, even in thy mouth,
and in thy heart : that is, the worp of Truth, the worp
of fairh, akick awe preach. )

Nor is this do&rine of the apoftle contrary to what
e fays on another occafion : T4e kingdom of God is not
in WORD, but in POWER, i, e, true religion does not
confift in fine talking, but in powerful ielieving and
holy living : For what is more powerful than Truth ?
“ Truth 13 great, and will prevail: > Truth is the
firongeft thing in the world : It overturns the thranes
of tyrants, and fupports God’s everlafting throne. -~

Again, the word of man brings firange things to
pafs. Let but a general fpeak, and an army of Ruf
tians marches up thro’ clouds of {moke, flames of dire,
and volleys of iron balls, tp form heaps of dead or
Jdying bodies before the entrenchments of the Tyrks.
An admiral gives the wprd of command, it,may be
only by hoilling a flag ; and a fleet is under fail 5 ar-
titicial clouds and thunders are formed over the feay
the billows feem to be mingled with fire ; aand the
king of terrors flies from deck to deck in his moft
dreadful and bloody forms. = . . . .,
. If fuch is the power of the avord of a mex, whe. is
bu;a. worm_; how almighty muft be the awerd of Ged !
— By thé woRD, of the Lord dver the heavens mads, faith
David: The avorlds wvere framed by the %iorp of God,
adds St. Paul, and /e ppholdetk all things by the woro

" of kis power. That word, no NECESSARY agents can

refit. ~ It rolls the planets with as much eafe as hur-
_ricanes whirl the duft. 1f rreB agents can refift his
*WORD of COMMAND, it is only becaufe he permizs it
for their trial. But, woe ta,them that refift it to the
end, of their day of probation : For they fhall feel
the REsisTLESS force of his WORD of PUNISHMENT §
¢ Depart from me, yc curfed, into everlafling ﬁx";
n
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And whois the God that ¢hall break the adamantine,-
infernal chains, which that dreadfal eword will rivet’
upon them ? o ‘ . '

We read in the gofpel, that our Lord marwvelied at
the centarion®s faith, as greater faith chan he had found”
in Ifrael, But wherein cenfifted the peculiaf great-
nefs of that man’s faith ? Is it not evident from the
‘context, that it was in the noble and lively apprehen-
fion, which he had of the force and energy of Chrift’s
word ? Lord, faid he, ¢ am a man under the authority
-of my colonel and general, and yet kaving foldiers un-
der me, I fay to one, Go 3 and he goeth : and to another,
Come ; and he cometh, &c. Now Lord, if My word has
Auch power, what cannot THiNE do ? Speak the worD
only, and my fervant fhall be healed.

Why is Abraham called 42 Father of the faithful ?
Is it not becaufe judging him faithful and almighty,
that had PrOMI1sED, againff hope he beliewed in hope,
that he fhould become the father of many mations ; accord-
ing to that ahich wwas SPOXKEN : So fhall thy Jeed be ?
Is it not becaafe ke Raggered not at the promifé, or word
of God thro unbelief'; iat avas flrang in faith; giving
glory to God, and being fully perfuaded, that ewhat he
tad promifed, he was able alfo to perform ; and therefore
it was imputed to him for righteoufne/s ? And fhall not
the like faith de imputed to us alfs, if we beliewe the
faving truth revealed, orthe divine record given un-
der the prefent difpenfation of the gofpel : viz. thae
God raifed up Fefus our Lord from the dead, ke awas
delivered for onr offtnces, and raifed again for our jufti-
fication P :

Oh! who can defcribe the needlefs perplexities of
thofe awilful vnbelievers, that have the truth of their
difpenfation ‘cleatly ‘brought to them, and yet like
‘Thomas refolutely fet themfelves againtt it, faying, 7
will not believe ? And who can enumerate the blef-
fings, which thofe childlike fouls inherit, who, inftead

/ g oguamzling with, cordially embrace the word of

; and fet to their feat that God is true ? They feal
God’s truth, aad God -feja,ls their hearts : Their faith
: 3 is
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¥s imputed to them for righteoufiefs ; their faith javes
them § it is done 10 them accordisg to their faith 3 The God
of hope fills them awith all oy and peace ix believing..
‘Thus, thro’ faith; they not only fubdus the kingdom of -
darknefs, but inkerit the prefent kingdom of God, righ-
teoufnefsy peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft received by the
hearing of faith. Well-difpofed reader, if thou doubteft
the truth of thofe icriptures, try it by believing now
what appears to thee to be the faving truth of thy
difpenfation : believe it with all thy prefent might,
be it little or be it much: and, if in a little time
thou doft not find thyfelf more fettled and free, more
able to fight againft fin and to take up thy crofs, let
e bear the blame for ever. ,

Did the fuccefs of God’s word depend only upon
him, the truth would always operate in a faving man-
ner. If men were not to work out their own falvation
by freely repenting, believing, and obeying with the
power ¢0 awill and 1o ds, which God gives them of his
good pleafure ; all mankind would repent, believe,
and ogcy as paffively as ¢locks go, and as regularly
as the fun rifes. But, we are »moral agents ; and works
#1orally good depend as much upon the concurrence of
Gop’s free grace, and of our free obedience of faith,

as the birth of the prince of Wales did upon the mar-
" riage of the King and Queen. Hence we read, 7o
~whom faware ke, that they fhould not exter inio his rel,
but to them that beliewed not, &c. for the WORD preached
aid not profit them, not becaufe the feed was bad, or
" becaufe they had no power to receive it 2 [No fach
thing : for Mofes, and after him Chrift himfielf, mar-
-wflled BECAUSE of the unbelief of the chofen people]
but, becaufe the aword preached avas not mixed with
faith in them that heard it. — Wherefore, {ays the apot-
tle, to-day, if you will hear his woicg, harden not your
hearts, &c. Take heed left there be in any of you an ¢vit
-heart of UNBELIEF, &C. and exhort one anather daily
to believe. e :

The genuine feed of the word 1s then always good».
always full of divine energy. If it does not dpring

‘ up,
3
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up, or if after it has fproag up, it does not bring forsh
fruit ta perfeion, it is entirely the fault of the ground.
The words that I fpeak, fays our Lord, tho’ it (hould
be only by the mouth of my fervants, they are jpirit
_and they are life to BELIBVING hearts — Neither do £
pray for thefe alone, wha have heard the word at my
- mouth, éut for them that fhall BELIEVE on me through
‘rHEIR WORD. For Chriff gave himfelf for the Charch,
that he might fanlify and cleante it awith the wafhing of
avater by the WORD—IF it continue in the faith—hold-
ing faft the fuithful WORD — the WORD of the truth of
the gofpel, whick is comein all 1he aworld, and bringeth
forth fruit fince the day it is heard in faith ; it being the
grand office of the Spirit, to make the avord of Ged,
“when it is mixed with faith on our part, fharper thau
any tawo edged fword, pierving even to the dividing afun-
der of foul and fpirét, and 1o the difcerning and dettroy-
ing of the bad rhewghts and intents of the heare.
Nothing therefore ¢an be more certain than the
<conne&tion between the power of God and the Truth
of the gofpel. — ¢ TruTh ‘[fays a divine of the 1aft
century} ¢ is that eternal woi p-of the Father, which
¢ in the Sos, by the Holy Ghaft is revealed-to as, to
be out-guide back again to that boefom, whence vt
and we firft came: [t is that Facod's ladder, let
down to us-from heaven to earth, wheteby. hisans
gels {his meflengers) lead up from earth to heavea ¢
It is that Rakaed’s fcaris: thread, let doven from the
window of heaven to wind us up by : The apoitle
calls ita pirdle, thé girdke of TruTH~2 girdle, that
by. siany feveral links cading where: it began; re-
terning whente-it fir@ proceeded, clafps itfelf agaia
¢ in: the bofom of (e author; God.’ : According to
that nobledefoription-of 7 rush, is.it not evident, that
all che rightcous- powver, s which works in the fpiritual
world, is the. power of God and of Zruth > and there-
fore, that our. Lord anfwered likce divine Wifdosa .zsa-
wifef in the flefk, -when he aflérted; that 16 Belirve on
Him, is to noork the sork of God — shat /e awhd' believ-
etk hath everlafing. lifes— that 4o’ ke aueve dend, yeltl
. - . ) ﬁa
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Prall ke tive—that ke that Bveth and believeth on him®
(which implies a continuance of the attion) /kall newer
die — tiiat rivers of Kwing water (ftreams of comfort
and power) fhall flow out of his belly (i. e. {pring from'
his 1mmoft foul) — and that ke fhall do great avorks 5 -
the GOSPEL being the POWER of God to falvation' to
every one that BELIEVETH ; and all things being poffi~
ble to him that believeth, becaufe, his faith apprehends
the Worp, TrRuTH and PoweR of the ALMIGHTY.

®£ * * ® & B
$s EECTION IV.

There are warious forts of Truths, Idolatry and forma-

ity confift chiefly in purting 1NFERIOR in thetoom

of superioR fruths. Ewangelical and moral i. e.
religious truths alone change the heart. '

WvHEN I faid that living Faith has savinc trurh
for its -obje&, 1 -did not ufe the word fawvin
without reafon : for, as every ftone is not precious, i%
every troth is not yawing. There are then various forts
of Truths. ¢ There is a fun,” is a phyfical or natural
truth—=¢¢ Oar ideas of the fun are mental pictures of
the fun,” is a meraphyfical trath—<* All the points of
a circle are equally diftant from the centre,” is a ma-
shematical trath-—*¢ No juft conclufion can be drawn
from falfe premifes,” is 8 hgical trath—¢¢ Alexander
conquered Perfia,” is an hifforical trath— ¢ There is
a God — and this God s to be ‘worfhiped according
to the different manifeftations of Father, Son, and Holy
Ghott,” are two religious truths, the firft of which be-
Jongs to matural, and the fecond to rewealed religion.
—<¢ Every man is to love his neighbour as himfelf,”
is a moral truth.—*¢ A fpiritual Jew is circomcifed in
heart, and a fpiritual Chrittian is baptized with the
fpirit,” is an cwangelical truth typified by the outward
figns of circumcifion and of baptifm. Whe,
. en
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» When marural and inferior truths raife our minds
to the God of nature and of grace, they anfwer their
{piritual ends : But if they are put in the place of
their archetypes; and antitypes, the truth of God is
<hanged into & lie. 'Take fome inflances of it The in-
vifible things of Gad, fays St. Paul, are underficed . by
she things that are mads, or vifible; hug, who confiders
the profound truth gouched umder his words 2 Cer-
tainly mot thofe heathens, who worfhip. the marerial,
inftead of the immaterial fun : nor thofe Jews, who are
regardlefs of the circumgifion of the heart, and reft
{atisfied with an external gircumcifion : nor thofe p3-
Ppiits, whe pay divige honours to a bit of typica bread,
which. their fancy has turved into the ideatical body
of our-Lord: nor yet thofe prateftaats, whe, beiag
anmindfel of the baptifm of the Spirit, exert them-
{elves only in fprinkling infants with,or dipping adults
in material water : For they all equally forget, that she
detter of netural and typical things alone proficet/s lirtle,
9t nothimg compacatively ; and that i Alleth, whes it
is oppofed to tke fpirit, dnd made to {uperfedethe ine
vifible iapd heavenly axcueryess, which.wifdl and
garthly chings fhadow eut; ot swhen iy caufes ua to- (&t
#fide the precions axTiTYPES, which:zypical things
point unto. - Ceo e

Thus thosfapds of finners, like-theirich-ghatton ia
the gofpel,.are {piritaally, if not cprporeally 4illed by
meats and drinks, which fhould raife them to their
iovifible aRcHigTYPES, the heavenly manna, and the
wine ot God’s-kingdom.=~Thus, conjogal love, which
thould raife married.perfons to a more lively contém-
plation .of the myftical. naion between thie heavenly
bridegroom and his faithful fpoufe, has'a quite-ton.
trary effect upon numbers: Abfurdly refting in the
fading type, they think that, ¢ I have married a
awife,” i3 = {uflicient reafon to.give Chri& a bill of
divorce, or to.fhow him-the greateft indifference. —
Thus alfo the Jews committed the deadly fins of.idon
iatry, and marder, thro® their regard for the brazen
A{erpent and the temple ; an extravagant segard 'ixhlsk:
whic
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which canfed them to degle, and at latt to crucify

“Chrift, the invaluable afxT1TYP£ Of both the brazen
ferpent and of the temple. -

+ Hence it appears, that the fin of formalifts is not
-unlike that of idolaters. As God has bleffed his church
with various forms of worthip, and lizera/ manifefta-
tions of his truth, that they might lead us to the peaver
of godlinefs, and to the truth s rhe jpiriz : So he has
filled the natural world with a variety of creatures,
‘which bear fome fignature of his own uufeen excel-
lencies, But alas! if we are only formal and letter-
learned profeflors, we abfurdly fet up our forms and
the letter, againft the power and fpiritual operations,
which they thadow out : And if we are idolaters, we
love and forwe the creature more than the Creator, whe
has given us the outlines of his invifible glories in the
vifible creation, that in and through every thing we
might foel after him, and find him. Thus_formality and
idolatry equally defeat God’s gracious defigns towards
mankind, the one by oppafing forms, and the othes

- by oppofing creatares to Godv E

. - Toreturn.: All forts of truths, if they are kept in.

sheir proper places, may improve the underftanding 5
but religious traths only have a dire@ tendency to
improve the will, which is the fpring of our tempers
and aions : Therefore, althe’ I hawe all knoawledge
but that, which is proda&ive of charity, I am nothing ;.
the faith of God’s ele& being onLy the cordial, prac-
tical acknowledging of the TruTH, which is ArTER
GopLiNEss—of the faving Trarh, as iris in Fefus.

A total inattention to every kind of truth makes a
man drutifh. An eager purfuit of natural, mathema-
tical, logical, hiftorical truths, &c. attended with a
neglet of religious truths, tends to make a man an
infidel : and this negle& grown up-into an obftinate,
praétical oppofition to moral, as well as to evangeli-
cal truths, turns him into az enemy of a!l righteonness,
and a perfecutor. i oo

But, when caador, a degree of which we may
have through the light that enlightens every m;::
S - when.
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when free-agency, affifted by the fpirit of power, that
accompanies the word of truth — when candor, |
fay, and free-agency THus affifled, attend and fub-
mit to the RELIGIOUS truths revealed uader our dil-
‘penfation ; then the divine fzed falls into good groand :
Chrift begins to be formed in our heart : and, accord-
ing to our difpenfation, ave receive power to become
Jons of God : For ave [even as many as receive awith
meekne/s the engrafied aword) are all the children of God
thro® faith in the light of the world—thro’ faitk in Chrif
Fefus, who is the Saviour of all men, but efpecially of
them that beliewe unto righteou/nefs ; whether they do
it with meridian light and intenfe fervour, as true
Chriftians ; with morning-light and growing vigour,
as pious Jews ; or only with dawning light and timo-
rous fincerity, 8s converted heathens, :

Some forts of truths, like fome kinds of food, are
richer than others. Infants in grace muft be fed with
the plaineft truths, which the apoftle calls milé ; but
flronger fouls may feaft upon what would give a fur-
feit to babes in Chrift : For every one that ufeth milk is
unjkilful in the WORD of righteou/nefs. But firong msat
belongeth to them that are of full age, evem thofe, who
by reafon Z’/‘ ufe hawe their fpiritual fenfes exercifed 10
difecern both good and ewil, troth and error, as quickly
and as furely as our bodily fenfes diftinguifh fweet
from bitter, and light from darknefs. Truth is fpiri-
tual Jight ; too much of it might dazzle the weak eyes
of our underftanding. A parabolical blind is of great
fervice in fuch a cafe. When the apoitles were yet
carnal, our Lord faid to them, [ have many things 1o
Jay to you, but ye cannot bear them now : no not in pa-
rables. Howpbiéit awken the Spirit of truth is come, he
awill guide you into all evangelical truth, A fure proof
this, that truth is the light, the food, the way of fJo)uls 5
and that the grand bu%nefs of the Spirit is to Jead us
into the Truth, as we can bear it, and as we chufe to
walk in it

Co e SEC.



( 168 )

S.ECTTION V.

Trath <o dially embraced by faith faves under emery dif~

penfation of divine gracy, the' in different degrees, A
« fhort wiew of the Truths that charaZerize the four
. grand difpenjations of the everlafling gofpel B

Have hinted, that faith is more or lefs operative

‘. according to the guality of the truths which it em-

Braces. "This obfervation recdmmends itfelf to rea-
fon : For, as fome wines are more generous, and fome
remedies more powerful ; fo fome truths dre more re-
viving and fantifying than others. But every evan-
gﬂiml, truth, being a beam of the Sun of righteoufue/s

rifen upon us avith healing in his wings, is ‘of a'sav-
1nG hature ; the sAVING grace of God, which has ap-

peared unto all men, teaching us'fo demy ungodling/s, &c.
and to live foberly, &c. Thus I amn faved from atae-
15M, by heartily believing, there is a God, who avill

judge'the world ; ~= from PHAR13AISH, by firmly be-
lieving, that I am a iniferable finnet, and that avith-

out Chrift I'can do nothing : —from $abDUCEISM, by

truly beljeving, that the SPIRIT ITSELF helpeth tny

infirmities : — from ANTINOMIANISM, by cordially
believing, that God is not a Refpelter. of perfons, but a
Reavarder of them that diligently feck him, and a Pu-

nifher of all that prefumptuoufly break his command--

ments ; — and from pespPaIRr, by feadily believing,

that God is Jowe, that ke fent his only begotten Son into

the world 1o Jave that which was Ié/ , and that I kave
an advocate with the Father Jefus Chrift the righteous.
Hence ‘it appears: (1) That every religious truth
fuitable to our prefent circumiftances [ when it is kind-
ly prefented by free grace, and affectionately embrac-
ed by prevented free-will] inflantly forms, according
to its degree, the faving, operative faith, that converts,
tranforms, and renews the foul. And (2) Thatfthis
: aith

X B -

LAl
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faith is more or lefs operative accocding 1o the gue-
lity of the truth prefeated to us; agearding to the
porwer, with which the fpirit of grace imprefles it
upon our hearts ; apd according to the carwefae/s,
with which we receive, efpoufe, and welcome it to
our inmoft fouls. ) .

When God fixed the Saunds of the habitation of masn-
kind, he plased fome nations sa warm climates and
froitful countries, where the juice of the grape §s
plentifal next tp water. And te.others he afligned a
barren, rocky foil covered with fnow half the year:
Water is their cordial, nor have they any more idea
of their want of wine, than St. Peter had of his waat
of the hlood of Chrift, when he made the noble con-
fefion upon which the chriftian church is founded.
Qb, fays a predeftinarian geographer, the God of pro-
'vidence has abfolutely reprobated thefe ¢ poor crea-
tures.”’ Net {0, replies an unprejadiced philofopher ;
shey may be as heslthy and as happy ever their cup
of eald water, as {ume of our men of fortune are over
the bottles of Claret and Madeira that Joad their
feftive tables. .And fome of chofe “¢ poor creatures,”
as yon call them, may come ficoms the caft and from the
aueh, to drink the wine of the kingdom of God itk
Abrahkam, when the cbildren of the hingdom fhall e

tlvuft our. . ! .

. . What | have {aid of water end wine, may illuftrate
-what the feriptuses fay .of .the truths peculiar to the
golpel-difpendations. God forbid, that an antichriffian
.zeal for the.chs iffian gofpel thould make me drive into
<he burning lake Chrift’s fheep, which are big awith
yawng : I imean the fincere worthjpers, that wait like
‘pious Melcbifedec, devout Lydia, and charitable Cor-
-nelins, far brighter difplays of gofpel-grace : For,
there dre faithful fouls, that follow:their light under
enery difpenfdtion, concesning whom-our Lord kindl
A3id, Qthur fheep 1 hawe, avhivh are not of 1his jewig
and chrittisn fi/d. Them alfo I mufi bring into marvel-
pus lighs, :and there fhall e one fold and one Jhepherd.
Thofe. fecble fheep, and tender lambs I mult take into
my
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sy bofom ; and to give them their portion of meat in
«due feafon, I venture upon the following remark.

If free-will prevented by free grace ardently receives
the truths of the chriffian gofpel, chriftian faith is
.conceived. If the heart fervently embraces the truths
of the jewifk or gentile-gofpel 5 [thofe which are pe-
«culiar to the chriftian gofpel remaining as yet veiled]
the faith of a jexw, or of.an Aeathen is begotten. Never-
thelefs if this faith, let it be ever fo aflaulted by
.doubts, impregnates.the foul with truth, and works
by love, it 1s faving in its degree.

"1 fay in its degree ; for as there are in the earth va-
rious rich tin€ures, fome of which form diamonds,

-while others form only rubies, emeralds, or agates z .

Ao there are in the univerfal church of Chrift, various
tinctures of gofpel-truth, which. form various orders
of fpiritual jewels, as appears from fuch fcriptures.as
-thefe. They that feared the Lord fpake often one to ano-
ther : and they fhall be mine, faith the Lord of hofts, in
that day when I make up my jewels.—For in every na-
tion he that feareth God, and worketh righteoufnefs is ac-
cepted of him according to the difpenfation he is under,

and the progrefs he has made in pratical religion.
This golpel, for example, * God hath made of one
blood all nations of men, that they fhould fech the Lord
as the gracious author of their being, and lowe one
-anether as brothers™ — this everlafting gofpel, I fay,
.has in all countries Jeawened the hearts of pious hea-
-thens with fincerity and TruTH,. This doétrine, **Mef-
fiah will come to point out clearly the way of falva-
sion,” added to the gofpel of the gentiles, has tince
tured with fuperior goodnefs the heartof all believing
Jews.  This truth, ‘¢ Mefliah is come in the flefh,”
fuperadded to the jewith gofpel, has enlarged the
heart of all the difciples. of John, or the gabu in
-LChrif.  And thefe truths, ¢ Chrift died for my fins
. ¢ and rofe again for my juftification ; He is afcended
¢ up on high : He has received the gift of the Spirit
¢ for men,—.-for me. I believe on him by the power of
# that Spirig, He dwells in my heart by faith.  He is
- . ‘in
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¢ in me the hope of glory. The Promife of the Fax
¢ ther is fulfilled : ‘the kingdom of God, [righteouf-
¢ nefs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghott] is come with
¢ power :’ — thefe richer truths, I fay, fuperadded to
thofe, which are effential to the inferior difpenfations,
tinQure the. hearts of all ‘adult chrifiians, and make
them more or lefs intimately one with Chrift, accord-
ing to the degree of their faith, and the influences of
‘bis fpirit.

. 'The field of Truth: is as boundlefs as the divine
perfe&ions : and the treafures it contains, are as un-
fearchable as the riches of Chrift. Here we may lite-
rally fay, VD:? calleth unto decp— Ganft thou by fearch-
g find out the Almighty to perfeltion ? It.is as high as
heaven, what canft thowds # deeper than hell, avhat canft
thou know ? Thefe three capital Traths only, God is
= God is love — God is mine in Chrift, are more than
fufficient to replace my foul in paradife. I know bur
little of them ; and yet, thanks be to God ! I know
enough to make me aaticipate heavenly blifs ; nor is
it the leaft part of my prefent happinefs, to rejoice
that there is an eternity before me to unfold the won-
ders of TruTH, and to explore the myflery of God:
Noaw I fee thro' a glafi darkly, but them face to face..
Noaw I knoxw in part, but then I fhall know even as alfe
I am knowsn.

* % % % % %
SECTION VL

Saving Faith is more particularly deferibed by its rife
and operations ; and diffinguifhed from the faith of
trembling dewils, immoral antinomians, penitents fold
under fin, and modifk profeffors, awho.believe withont

" frame and feeling. . e .
IF we affent to a religious truth, merely becaufe we-
cannot refift its evidence—if we hate it ; wanting.
to fhake it off, withing it were a lie, and fretting be~
: Q.z caufe
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sarfe we eannot thake it fo ; we have the faith of de-
vils : for devils believe amd tremble ; the force of the
awful truths, which they eannot dény, giving them 2
foretafte of infernal torments.  Of this fort, 1t feems,
was the faith of Felix, when 8t. Paul reafprd before
bim of juflice, temperance, and jusgment to conce. This
alarming dorine, fupported by the fuffrage of con-
icience, and imprefled by the Spirit of trath, made the
noble heathen tremble : but, foon recovering himfelf,
he fought -againft the truth, that had laid hold of him
unawares ; and he kept it at arm’s length, till be
could fhake .it off, as the apofile did.the viper that
faftened on his hand 5-er, at leaft, till he could run
away from ity hy pludging as defpérately into a fex
of fenfual delights, as the devils in the fwine did into
the fea of Galilee.

‘The faith of immoral profeflos is rot much bester
than the faith of Felix and Satam. They believe fome
glorious traths, bat not with the heart to rightevat-
nefs, 'Two or three comparifons may help us to ons
derfland this wyfery of inigairy. When a ptrfun vifis
yoo, you tnay either reeeive him with cold civility, a8
a.firaiger 5 vr -cabrace him with warm aff¢Ction, at
a bofom-friead. From fecset motives you may even
#how a pecutiar regard to & man, whost you fecretly
defpife or deteft. He has a good voice, you love ma-
fick, and he minifters to your amufement : Perhaps
you want hith to cloke the fin of his Bathfheba ;
perhaps yow are a party-man ; he is a Froper tool
for you ; and therefore you make much of him. But
while your regard for him {prings merely from fuch
external circumftances, can it ever be perfonal and
fincere } Equally ungenerous however is the regard
that Gallio and Falfome have for the truth. Gallio
Dolds faft the doctrine of general redemption, becasfe
he fondly fuppofes, that he has only to avoid robbery
and murder to go to heaven : Fulfome extols ¢¢ ever-
lafting love,’—but it is becaufe he thinks, that it gives
him the liberty of loving the world, without the leaft
danger of lofing God’s eternal favour, He embraces

o , o < juftification
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¢ juftification by faith alone ;  bat it i becaufe he'

confounds the aworks of faith and the aworks of the law;
and vainly hopes to be finally juftified withoat either.
He fhouts *¢ free grace” for ever, becaufe it enfures,
as he thinks, his eternal falvation, wHatever length-he
may go in fin. He is a partial anatomift : he diffe&ts
the body of truth, throws away the vitals, and only

referves thofe parts, which feent to countenance his
mmoral fcheme. I queftion if an Indian warrioris
fonder of the fcalp of an Englithmao, than Gallio is
of the doétrine ofp ¢ God’s mercy » feparated from
God’s holinefs and juftice ; or Fulfome, of the dottrine

of ¢ Chrift’s merits,” torn away from the evangelical .

worthinefs of fincere obedience;

Nay, a judicious gnoftick may admire and efpouf®

a well-connefted fyftem of feligious truth, juft as 2
virtuofo admires and purchafes a good colletion of
fhells. The virtuofo contends for the beauty and ra-
rity of his marine toys, with as much paflionatenefs as
if they were parts of himfelf ; but they only lie upon
cotton in his drawers, far enough from his breaft :
And the gnottick difputes for the truths he has takea
a fancy to, with as much warmth as if they were in-
corporated with himfelf ; but, he contrives that they
fhall pafs like flying" clouds over his underftanding,
without defcendiog in fruitful fhowers upon his
heart, )

Trutk is the wholefome Foop of fouls ;" hence it is°

faid, Tke juft fhall live by his faith,. by his receiving
Chrift in the word of Truth, and by myftically feed-
ing upon him, according to thefe deep words : Except
you eat my flfh, and drink my blood, ye have no L1¥E in
you ; or as'St. John exprefles it, The TRUTH is not'in
you. Now; as food muit be inwardly taken,-and’pro-
perly digefted, before it can nourith us ; 10 thaft truth.
If men therefore, who buy the truth in theory and /i//
it in praftice, who profefi it in words and deny it i
aorks, have not power to take up their crofs, and to
follow Chrift ; we ought no more on that account to

conclade, that the truth is ineflicacious to our falva. -

Q3 tion ;

~
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tion ; than to fuppofe, that good feed:is improper for
our nourifhment, ufe men, that {pend their time
in preparing it for others, in drawing up bills of fare,
1n, placing difhes to the beft advantage, and in invit-
ing others to eat heartily, while. they live upon trafh
themfelves, have .npot ftrength to go through an hard
day’s work. . ’ R o

Again, from fuch fcriptures as thefe, J avil/ yEaL
their backflidings —HEAL my foul for I hawe finned
againf} thee — flaa’ Jhall fend forth his mERCY and his
TRUTH — he fent his WORD and HEALRD them,.&c it
is evident, that evangelical truth is, next to Chrift,
the MeEp1cinE as well as the food of fouls. Now as it
is abfurd to fuppofe, that fpeculating upon a medi-
cine, inftead of taking it, can conduce o the recovery
of our bodily health ; fo it is unreafonable to fancy,
that bare fpeculating upon the doétrines of the gof-
pel, can be produ&iye of faving health; cerdial be-
Jieving having no lefs neceflary a reference to truth,
than real drinking to a potion. Hence appears the
neceflity of clearly diftinguithing between faving faith
and antinomian fancy :—between the faith, by which
a man fervently believes with an humbled heart unto
righteoufnefs ; and its counterfeit, by which a maa
idly believes with a conceited brain to pra&ical arti-
romianifm, whether he be a follower of Mr. Welley
or of Mr. Romaine. ‘

The foaring faith of an immoral antinomian is far
inferior to the abortive faith of an imperfe& penitent,
and even to doubting. When trath and error prefent
themfelves to our mind together [as they always do
in every trial of faith] fo long as we remain in fuf-

ence between them, we continue in the uneafy ftate
gctween faith and unbelief, which we call doubring.
But when truth appears more beautiful than errer to
the eye of our uaderflanding, without appearing good
enough prevalently to engage our affeiions ; we are in
‘the uncomfortable ftate of the carnal penitent, whom
St. Paul defcribes in his own perfon, Rom. vii. We
-approve the revezled will of God, and delight in his
law after the inward man. If the celeftial rofe were
not
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not befet with thoros, we would inftantly gather it.
If we had no- hodily appetites.to refift, no fhameful
crofs ta take.up, po falte wifdom to part with, we
would heartily believe, and avork the avork of God :
But we caunot get.give up our bofom-fin ; carnal rea-
fon-and.the fleth prevail: ftill againtt the fpirit, tho’
aot without a firaggle; wabelicf and abortive faith
(if T may ufe.the expreflian) wreftling in our diftra&t-
ed breaf}s, as Efau and Jacob did in Rebeccah’s womb ;
and making, us complain, The good that I wonld do, if
it coft me nothing, J danot : But the ewil I would not,
that I doy becaufe it gratifies my fallen nature, Thus
awith his mind, his rational powers, the carnal penitent
Jerves the lew of God, by good, tho' inefietual refolu-
tions ; but.awitk his flefh, his carnal appetites, he ferves

¢ law of fin, by bad, the’ lamented performances.
Here I beg leave to account for the famhous confef-
fion .of the princefs, who cries out in Ovid: + Fideo
meliora probogue, — Deteriora Jeguor ;. which may be
thus paraplirafed : ¢ I fand between the rough, fteep,
¢ afcending path of virtue.(bonam hancffusm ;) and the
¢ plain flowry, downwesd road of vice (‘bonum jucun-
¢ dum.) Confcience fays, that. the one is far more
¢ commendabic ; paflion declares, that the other is far
* more pleafing. | madly give the cafling vote to hur-
¢ rying pafion ; it decidas; that.the pleafure of a pre-
¢ fent, certain gratification,, be it ever fo finful, over-
¢ ‘balances the fear of a futare, uncertain punithmeat,
¢ be it ever fo terrible ; and, notwithitanding the re-
¢ monftrances of my confcience, bmit tg the ha-
¢ zardous decifion of my. appetiggyfecretly hoping,
¢ that God does not regard: my crimes,. or that a day
¢ of retributian is a chimera.’ [
' . To

+ Ifee what is right and approve it, but do what'is wrong.

1 Had Medea:been acquainted with what pafles for ¢ Gofpel ** in
our days, fhe might have added to her delufive dreams, the horrid
hope of « finging louder to all eternity in heaven for her grievous
falls.”’ But, tho' fhe was an heathen, and a lewd, bloody witch, I
believe, that fhe would have difapproved the indecent, exorbitant
height, to which fome of gur gofpel-preachers carry antinomianifm,
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* To return : Faith does not firuggle into birth witlr.
out her coeval child and conftant partner, Hope. When
Faith fails, defpair groans, O wretched man that I am !
avho fhall deliver me ? But when faith revives, hope
lifts up her hexd, and cries, I thank God, there is de-
Tiverance thro’ Jefus Chriff our Lord. Thus we go on
talling and rifing, conceiving and mifcasrying, dying
2nd reviving, till we are quite'tired of the fins, which
hinder us from welcoming the faving truth with a

.riore cordial embrace ; and when we do this, our faith

is unfeigned ; the Lord fets to it the broad feal of his
power ; it proves victorious ; we enter into gofpel-
liberty, and inflead of the old note, Who fhall deliver
me ? we fing, [under the chriftian difpenfation] Chriff
hath delivered us from the curfe of the law of fin, as well
as from the curfe of the law of innocence, and of the
ceremonial law. There is no condemnation to them thatbe-+
lieve, and WA LK not after the flefh, but after the fpirit.
"The mannuer, in which this deliverance is generally
wrought, may be more particularly defcribed thus.
Free grace, at_fundry times and in divers manners, fpeaks
to our confciences; recommending and enforcing zhe
aword nigh, the commandment that is exerlafling life, the
Truth that contains the regenerating. power of God.
If it is the day of provocation, we unneceffarily degin to
make excu/e: We CANKOT come to the marriage feaft:
We are either too good, too bad, or too -bufy to en-
tertain the Truth ; and we fay as civilly as Felix, Go
thy way for this time; when I fhall be fitter, or avken I
Sfhall have a morg@yn-venient: feafon, 1 avill call for thee.
Perhaps we per%ly harden our hearts, contradiéling,
blafpheming, and aying as the pharifees, #¢ avill not
hawe this Trath to reign over us : away awith it ! But
if it is the day of converfion, if our free-willing foul
knoavs the time of her wifitation ; humbly bowing at the
word of the Lord, and faying as the Virgin Mary,
Behold the handmaid of the Lord, let it be done unto me
according to thy worD ; I am a loft finner, but there is
mercy with thee that thou mayft be feared : then the feed
of the kingdom, the word of God, is received in an
: . : - honef?
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fioneft and good hears 5 for nothing is wanting to render
the heart initially geod and boneft, but the fincere
fubmiffion of our free will to that free grace, which
courts us and fays ¢ Behold ! I fand it the door of every
heart and knock : if ANY MaN hear'iny wvice and open,
I avill come in and fup with him, and he avith me : He
thall raffe how good the Lovd is, he Riall raffr the good
word of God, and the powers of trath, which are the
powers of #he aworld o come : and fo fhall he rife fupe-
rior to fhadows and lies, which are the powers of this
prefent evil world. o

Thus opens the kingdom of Ged in the believing
foul ¢ thas is Cheifty the trath, and the life, formed in
the heart by faith ¢ Thus grace begins to RE1GN tAro”
righteoufnefs wnto eternal life by Fefus Chriff : — Thaus
the hitdde Jeaven of fincerity and truth prevalently leas
vens the whole foul with righteoufne(f and true holi-
nefs : Thus, after hard labour, the foul, impregnated
by trath, brings forth thro’ grace the living, faving,
operative faith, thut a&tuvally overcomes the world. -

1 call chat faith faving and operaTYVE, becaufe, fo
long as it Nves, it fewves s and {o long as i€ faves, it
wORKS vighteoufaefs—it works by & righteous frar of
the evil denooirced ageink fir; by a righteous oppo-
fition to ¢very known fin ; by a righteous Agpe of the

omifed to obedience ; and by a righteous Joovr

of the truth that has produced it, and of the Father
of lights fromi whom that truth proceeds; it being
fexrcely pofible to welcome heartily a beam of the
fun for- it brightnefs, withoat indireftly welcoming
the fun itfelf, Therefore, when living faith ceafes to
avork, it dies away, as the heart that ceafes to beat ;
it goes oat, as a candle that ceafés to thine,

<¢ Baut, upon this footing, what becomes of the
< modith do@rine of a faith without frame and fecl-
¢ ing.” — If the minifters, who recommend foch a
faith, menan that we muft fet oar heart, as a feal, to
the gofpet truths adapted to our prefent ftare, ahd
ftamp them with all our might ; not confidering w::-
’ : : _ ther
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ther our fallen natare and carnal reafon relith themr,.
and fteadily following the poet’s dire&ion :

Tu ne cede malis ; fed contra audentior ito, .
. Quim mala te natura finit :

they maintain a truth, a great truth, whieh-cannot be
too much urged upon tempted, defponding, and def-
pairing fouls. — But if they mean, that we muft be-
lieve ourfelves unconditionally eleéted to glory, be
the frame of our minds ever fo carnal, and the feelings
of our hearts ever fo worldly, they deftroy the health
of the daughter of God’s people, With as rank poifon. as
ever grew in fpiritual Egypt. I am no jodge of what
pafles in the breaft of thofe gentlemen ; but, for my
past, I never FERL faith more ftrongly at work, than'
when I wreftle not only with flefh and blood, but with
the banded powers of darknefs,

None but a dead, mouldered man is quite deftitute
of ¢¢ frame and feeling :” It is not & rea/ flame that
peither warms in winter, nor thines in the dark. The
moment a light is not, in its degree, able to triumph
cver darknefs, and even to turn it ingo light, it ceafes
to be a srue light. You may fee in Windfor-caftle a:
candle moft ¢xquifitely painted ; it fhines as fteadfaitly-
as Mr, Fulforme believes. Was the coloured canvas as.
loquacious as that antinomian hero, it might fay, ¢<I.
thine without feeling, tho’ not without a frame;* but.
even then, Mr. Fulfome’s faith would have the pre-.
eminence; for, if we credit him, it fhines, without
either *¢ frame or feeling.”” How abfurd is folifidia-
nifm | how dangerous! if any man can fhew me a true
light, that a&ually emits no beams, I will repent of
the ridicule I caft upon the dotages, which make way
fora ¢ juﬁifyinﬁ faith”’ that works by adultery and
murder ; an ill-fmelling candle this, which barns in
the brealls of apoftates, to the honour of him, that
kindled it at the fire of tophet — an infernal candle,-
fending forth darknefs inftead of light, and fo far be-
- nighting the good men, who follow it, that they look
upon
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opon it as the inextinguifhable candle of the Lord, and
upon ¢ fincere obedience” as a *¢ jact o’ Jauthorn.”
The preceding pages reprefeat ‘Truth as the reme-
dy and nourithment of our fouls, and I have already
obferved; that, as we cannot take food without the
<continpal help of the God of nature ; fo we cannot
receive the truth without the continual afliftance of
‘the God of grace ; it being the firft axiom of.the gof-
pel, that all our fufficiency and ability to do any good
are of God ; neverthelefs, left thofe, who feek occa-
fion againft the truth, which they do not relifh, fhould
call the free grace, | hold forth, pelagianifm ; 1 fhall
conclude this fe®tion by afferting, that if Chrift were
not the Sawviour of all men, and if we were entirely
deftitute of the gracious, evangelical light, that enligh-
“tens ewery man, and helps our infirmities, we fhould be,
with refpeét to faving truths, like people, who either
have no kind of food, or no ftomach at all to their
food ; nay, like fick people, that have an infurmount=
able averfion ta'a medicine, and an irreffible longing
for poifon. But, the fawing grace of God having
appeared to all men, and having mercifully given
us an evangelical capacity to recetve the truth, as it
is revealed to us in the difpenfation we are under ; we
may either put that truth from us, as the unbelieving
Jews did, or welcome it as Job and his friends ; altho’
not without difficulty — Yea, fuch difficulty as forms
the irial of our faith, and makes it reafonable in God,
to bid us chuse /ife rather than death, when truth and
error, blefling and curfing are fet before us.

.

. : . SEC-
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S ECT1O0 N VIL

The operative bilief of the trutk, and the operative bo-
lief of a lie, are the two roots that produce all our
600D and all our BAD altions. An appeal 1o reafon
and matter of fa&. . Our internal and [when awe 4o
not play the hypocrites] our external avors are always
exattly like our faith; our altions being as mach pro-
duced by our faith, as our pulfes are by the beating of
our heart.

O plant ean grow without its root, and no mo-

ral altion can {pring into exiftence withopt its
‘principle. = When we do not diffemble, owr princitle
of a&tion is our r'rwalent er/uafion — QUr predomingwt
'éch‘ef ; acordial, praftical delief of the truth and re-
je&ion of a lie, being always the principle of a goad
ation ; and a cordial, praitical delief of g lic and re-
je&ion of the truth, being always the pringiple of a

bad alion. R

That good works can bave no porigin but the delief

#f the truth, will appear indubitable, if we trace them
back to their fource. To fear, loue, avd abey Gad, are
undoubtedly coop works; but can I po them, with-
out BELIEVING the TRUTH —i. e, without helieving
that God is, that ke is to be foared, lowed, and obeyed ;
and that it is my duty or priviledge fo to do ? Again,
that 4ad works can have no other origin but the belicf
of a lie, will alfo appear evident, if we follow them to
their fpring. To neglec and difobey God are certainly
Bap works ; but can we do them without beliecving a
lie ? Without being more or lefs perfuaded, that, altho®
it may not be our daty, yet upon the whole, in our
prefent circamftances, it will be for our advantage or
credit, to negle? GGod, and to fwim with the ftream ?
: May

e F VS onn b ——

—
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May not the preceding argument concerning the
importance of faith, be confirmed by appeals to reafon,
experience, and matter of fat ? Did not Eve ftand in

aradife, fo long as the forbore eating of the forbidden
Fruit ? Did fhe not forbear eating, fo long as fhe
believed the troth — i. e. fo long as fhe believed, fhe
fhould die if fhe ate of that fruit ? Would fhe have
finned, if fhe. had not firft believed a lie, yea, fwallow-
ed down a clafter of lies ? ¢ She fhould not die — the
¢ fruit was as good as it was fair — it was to be de-
¢ fired to make one wife—fhe fhould be as God, &c:*
—Was it not thofe untruths, freely entertained in her,
heart, that made her commit the direful deed ?

Why did Judas once forfake all to follow the indi-
gent Jefus? Was it not becaufe he Zelieved it his real
advantage fo to do? And did he not, fo far, belicve
the trath, and fhow his faith by correfponding works ?
By and by the fpirit of error foggefted, that he fhould
be a lofer by following, and a gainer by betraying his
mafter } Was not this an infamoas /ie ? When he had
believed it, did not his heart become a neft for the
old Serpent, a throne for the father of lies ? And did
not our Lord fpeak the words of fobernefs and truth, -
when he faid to his difciples, One of you hath a devil &

Why did Peter deny his dear Lord ? Undoubtedly
becaufe in that fatal hour he belicwed, that the Jews
were more able and ready to fall upon and deftroy
him, than Chrift was to fave and defend him. And
was not this believing an untruth i When he had
compleated his crime, why did he go out to weep,
and not to hang himfelf like Judas? Was it not be-
caofe he admitted the truth again ; believing, that
where fin had abounded, grace might yes fuperabound;
and that great as his crimes were, God’s mercy and
Chriit’s love were yet greater ? — Saving truths thefe,
which Judas could no longer believe, having done
FINAL defpite to the fpirit of TRUTH, the fpirit of
FAITH,Who leads, not drags into the truth, who teaches,
not forces finners in the way of faith,

Why did.David attack Goliah with undaunted
courage ! Was it not becaulf;e he heartily elieved, that

the
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the Lord would not be infulted by that blafpheming
monfter, and would ftand by any ome that attacked
him in the name of the Gad of lfrael ? A great truth
this, thro’ which he waxed valiant in fight, killed his
gigantic adverfary, ans turned to flight the armies of
the aliens. — Why did he afterwards ftain his righte-
ous foul with atrocious crimes ? Was it not becaufe
he pradtically, and therefore moft cordially believed
an horrid untruth : namely, that the company of his
neighbour’s Ewe-lamb was preferable to the delights
afforded by the Lamb of God ? — Why did be after-
wards repent 2 Was it not hecaufe he received the
truth again ; heartily believing, that he had commit-
ted dreadful fins, and that he muft repent or perith 2

. Again:s Why are men lovers of the world more
than lovers o{&od ? Is it nat becaufe they really be-
lieve, that the world can make them happier than
God »—If | fay, *“ [ beliewe that God is preferable to
the world,” and do not feek my chief happinefs in
him, do notl deceive myfelf, and tell a grofs untruth?
And while St. James charges me to fhow my faith by
oy works, does not St. John fhow himfelf a rational
divine, when he protefts, that Iam 2 Lrar, and that
the TRUTH /s not in me ? Once more: Why did Saul
of Tarlus, preathe threatnings and flaughter againft
Lhrift’s members ? Was it not becaufe he delieved the
grand lie of his day, i. e. that Chrift was an impof-.
sor ? And why did he afterwards breathe nothing but
ferveht'love to chriftians, and unextinguifhable zeal
for Chrift’s glory ? Was it not becaufe his inmoft foul
‘was peaetrated with the force of this almighty truth,
Chrift is thg trqe Mefliab ; he Joved me, and gave

. himfelf for me 2 ’

From thefe, and a thopfand fuch obfervations upon
the converfipn of finners, and the perverfion of faints,
I draw the following confequences, which, I truft,
will recommend themfelves to the reafon of every

&alm goquirer after truth, - )

(1) Tp convert or pervert a man, you need only
change hjs princ’iple of ation, his predomjnant pr.a:i

Lic
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tical belief of a damnable lie, of of a faving truth,
For if the fpring is new, fo undoubtedly will be the
fireams. If you have a new tree, you will infallibly
have new fruit. If the rudder iy truly tutned, the fhip
‘will certainly take & new courfe.

(2) Trarh is the hedvenly feed, that produtes living
‘faith ; and living faith is c{:e heavenly soor, thit pro-
duces good works. Trurh and fairh therefore, ate at

- the bottom of every good work. To ﬂrgip’ofe them

abfent fromi a good work, is tb fuppofe that a good
work can be void of Srrerity and truth, and of coutfe
void of goadve/z. And i nbt this fuPpoﬁ'nE'a' laring
abfurdity ? On the'othier hatid, a /¢ 1s the hellith fzes,
that produces unbelizf'; and unbellef is the hellith rooe
-that produces dad works. A lte and snbefizf are then:
at the bottom of every bad wotk. To fuppofe themr
‘abfent from & dad work, is to fuppofe that & Sud work:
can be wrought in faitA add in thath, which is as im-
poflible as to do a gobd work int malfce itd avlchedne/n

( ”by As the rife and fall of & good wedther-glafs in«
fallibly hows the real, tho’ as yet inviflble alterations
of the atmofphere = {o our rifing from fin and our fall-
ing into fin furely evidence the fecret, and perhaps
unn6ticed changes that happen in our faith for ¢
better or for the worfe ; the whole of our wérds and’
aftions, taken in conne®ion with 6ur v¥iews and temi
pers, being the certain refolt of our prefeitt fiith or
unbelief, and confequéntly thé beh tharks that we
pleafe or difpleale God, accdrding to the laft and ca.-
pital propofition of the Minutes.

(4) When there is trath in the inward pares, there
is Faith alfo ; it being as impoflible to admit religious-
Truths any other way but by fairh, as it is to partake
of the /ight any other way but by fight. Trath and
Saith tinktore with goodnefs the moft extraordinary
attions. Thus Samuel cuts Agag in pieces before che
Lord, St. Paul ftrikes Elymas with blindnefs, St. Peter
ftrikes Ananids with' fudden- death, Phineas rdns

Zimri and Cofbly thro’ the body, Abraham offers Ifaac
in truth and faith; and God connes it to-them for righ-
R 2 reoufnefs
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seoufnefs to all generations for evermore.  On the other
hand, the aétions, that do not {pring from #rutk and
Jaitk, be they ever {o good in the eyes of men, are an
abomination in the fight of God, who reguires TrRuTH
in the inward parts : Thus king Saul offers a facrifice,
Judas pleads for the poor, the pharifees make long
prayers, Pilate wafhes his hands from the blood of
Chrift ; and God reckons it to them for £in to all ge-
zerations for evermore.

(5) Some ations, fuch as the commiflion of wanton
adultery, and of treacherous maurder, can never be
tin&tured by truth and faith, beeaufe they have for
their principle trismphant impurity, grofs injuftice,
and ﬂaﬁrant unbelief; and whenever fuch fins prevail
in the foul, the contrary virtues, holinefs, truth, and
faith are gone ; juft as when racking pains and a pu-
trid fever prevail in the body, eafe and health are
there no more. T'o fuppofe therefore, that living faith
larked in David’s heart during his grievous apoftacy,
is as abfurd as to fuppofe that health lurks in a body
infe&ed by the plague, and life in a corpfe. ¢ Ay,
but David’s faith, like that of Peter, was raifed up
again :*” True ; and fo was the body of Lazarus, that
o? our Lord, and that of the Ruler’s daughter : but is
this a proof, that Lazarus, Chrift, and the damfc!
[ who, it feems, had been-dead but a few minutes ]

did not undergo a real death ? A conceflion however -

I chearfully make to my objector ; withing, that it
may be a means of reconciling him as much to the
faith of St. James, as I am reconciled to that of St.
Paul. If he grants me, that Peter’s and David’s faith
went out as really as a candle, which is put under an
extinguifher ; I will grant him, that, thro” the long-
fuffering of God, who never feals the ab/elute repro-
bation of finners fo long as their day of vifitation lafts,
the extinét faith of thofe fallen faints was as an ex-
tinguifhed light, that continues to {moke, and can the
fooner be lighted again, Their falls, great as they
were, did not amount to complete obduracy and the
fin againft the Holy Ghoft, He will not quench the
C v : Smoking
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iy flax; was a promile, in which they were fill
ﬁ?fmﬁeff with all Pbore who have not yet done final’
defpite to Yhe fpirit of grace. Free grace therefore vie
fited them again ; and when the put her eandteto their
hearts, they again Knew their dity ; they welcomed the
light ; the fmoking flax once wmore ¢sught the pure’
flame of trath; and living faith, with her Juntinoas
train, was rekindled in their Breafts: Thas, x im-
proving the reft of the aceepeed tinte, they efeaped
the fate of Judas, who fo hardened himfelf, that h's:
candle was put ont in final darknefs; they avoided
the doom of the foolifh virgins, who fo precrafinated
repentante, that their extinguifhed lainps were never
lighted apain. To return: '

(6) As our puifes all over the body exaltly anfwer
to the beating of our heart; fo our INWARD avorés,-
that is, oar thoughts, defires, fchemes, and tempers,
exaltly anfier to our faith or principle of a&ion. [
fay our YNWARD works, becavf: hypocrites can mie
niick aH external works. How improperly then is St.
Paul quoted againft the works of faith-? Does he not
aflure us himfelf, that faving faith averiketss by Jove ?
And is it not as abfurd fo vppoft the aworés of faith-
to faith, as to oppofe tlre pulfesto the beating of the
heart ;. nothing in- the world being.more ftrongly cone
nelted ¥ However, as the heart always beats before
the arteries ; and as a cannon s always fired before
the explofion can be heard, the ball felt, or the flame

* perceived : fo faith always moves befose it can fet

fear, hope, defire, or love in motion. And if godly
fear, hope, defire, and love, which are our infernal
good works, always fpring from va1Tw 5 our external
good works, fuch as publicly worthiping Gud, doing
good to our neighbour,. &¢. from a.right principle,
and in a right maaner, always flow from PAITH alfo:
For our external works ar¢ nothing but the effe&ts of
the works, which we have already wrought in our
hearts ; juft as the rapid motion of 2 ball ouT or
the cannon, is nothing but the effe& of the motion,
that was communicated to it, while ic was yet 1n
the cannon.

R 3 (7) If
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* {7) If every internal good wotk (fuppole a fincere
sperative defire to love my enemy for God’s fake) ne-
ceffarily fprings from a geod principle, that is, from
true faith ; it follows, that fo long as I confiftently
continue in the fame difpofition, my principle of ac-
tion is good, and I am (fo far) a good man, according
to the ftandard of one or another of the gofpel-dil-

nfations. On the other hand, if any one 1award,
bad work ({uppofe a malicious defire to hart my neigh-
bour) fprings from a bad principle, it follows alfo,
that fo long as I continue in that bad difpofition,
what ever degree of fan&ity I may pretend to, my
principle of ation is bad, I am a avicked man of the

harifaic or of the antinomian order.—To conclade :

(8) As by fupprefiing the beating of the heart, you
may ftop ail the pulfes ; fo by fupprefling the att of
faith, you may put a ftop to all good works. On the
other hand, as by cutting the main arteries you may
put an end to the motion of the heart : fo, by fuppref-
iing the good motions caufed by faith, you may pus
an end to the life of faith, and deftroy the new crea-
ture in Chrift Jefus.

* ® * ® = @
S ECTTION VIIL

T’he REASONABLENESS of the docirine of falvation by
faith is Sfarther evinced by a waricty of argaments.—
How much we are indebted to the Solifidians, for hav~
ing firmly flood up in defence of Fa1TH : How dearly
they have made us pay for that fervice, whes they haue
Jo enforced oxr x1th article, whick guards falvation
by faith, as to make woid the x11th, avhick guards
morality. — And avhy the ouverpowering Jpkendor of
TruTH is qualified by fome fhades. '

HOULD fome readers ftill think, that it is unrea-
fonable to dweli fir/? upon faith, and to infitt more
upon it than upon the other works and graces, wgich
S . adora
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adorn the life and charatter of a chriftian ; to remove
their feruples, and to vindicate more fully the fanda-
mental do&rine of Jfalvation by faith, I prefent them
with the following remarks.

(1) If true Faith is che root that produces hoge,
charity, and fincere obedience, as the preceding fec-
tion evinces, is it not reafonable principally to urge
the neceflity of beliewing aright 7 The end of all
preaching.is undoubtedly to plant the tree of evange-
lical obedience ; and how can that tree be planted,
but by its root ? Was a gardencr ever charged with un-
reafonablenefs, for not fetting a tree by the branches ?

(2) If faith aworking by love is the heart of true re-
ligion, fhould we not beftow our chief attention and
care upon it ? Suppofe you were a phyfician, and at-
tended a patient, who had an impoftume in his fto- -
mach and another 6n his hand ; would you do honour
to your fkill, if overlooking the internal mifchief, you
confined your attention to the external ulcer ?

(3) The moft excellent gift of God ta man, next
to the invaluable gifts of his Son and Spirit, is that
of the faving Truth. Nay, the Son of God, in his pro-
phetic character, came only to difplay the Trath. He
was manifefted in the flefh to be its herald among
men, St. Paul tells us, that Chrif witnefed a good
confeffion before Pilate ; and St. John informs us, that
part of this good confzffion ran thus: To THIS END avas
1 born, and for THIS CAUSE came 1 into the world, that
I fhould bear witnefs unto Tae TruTH. Now, if bear-
ing awitnefs to the TRUTH was a great caufe, and a pe-
culiar end of our Lord’s coming 1nto the world ; if the
Spirit itfelf is called the Spirit of truth, becaufe his
grand office is to reveal and feal the truth ; if truth is
no better than error to us, till we receive it by faith ;
and if the fcripture declares four times, that T#e juf
Jhall LIVE by his ParTH, a declaration this, which St.
Paul confirms by his own exPerience, when he fays, 1
LIVE by PALTH ; is it not evident, that when we prac-
. tically reje& the do€trine of faith, we rejedt Lfe, toge-

ther with all the bleffings which are droughe. to light
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by the gofpel ; a gofpel diffeliewed being undoobredly
agofpel rejecTED.

(4) Our feelings and condué greatly depend upon:
our apprehenfions of things. A falfe report that your
_ fon is dead reaches your ears; you beliewe it, and
pangs of grief diftrat your breatt. Soon after a srue
account of his being drowned is brought to you ;. you
difbelieve it, and you remain unaffeéted.—A diamond
by moon-light glitters at your feet; you think, it is
only a glow-worm, and this miftake prevents your
flooping to pick it up. A glow-worm thines at fome
diltance ; you fancy, that 1t is a diamond, and youw
run to it with a degree of hope and joy proportiona-
ble to the degrec of your vain confidence. The G
of truth is an infinite, {piritual diamond, if I may ufe
the exprefion ; and yet, {o faint are our ideas of his
‘excellence, that we overlook him, and madly ren after
deceitful objefls, the brighteit of which are but glow-
worms t0 tkhe Father of lights. Nothing therefore but:
a firm delicf of the truth, famping our fouls with juft
apprehenfions of things, and fixing in us a ftrong per-
faafion of their intrinfick worth or vanity, can recify
our jodgment, and make us regulate oor conduét ac-
cording to the diGtates of God’s word, which are in-
‘variably one with the truth, and with the natufe of
things. . .

(5) When St. Paul exhorts his converts to the par-
fuit of things Aoacf, juft, pure, lovely, &c. he men-
tions fir# with great propriety avhatfoever things art
TRUE. For, as foon as obedient faith allows Truth to
fit upon the throne, there is an end of mental anar-
chy : All thisgs refome their proper ranks and places..
Creatares in a great degree difappear before their
Creator ; earth, before heaven ; and time, before eter-
pity. Thus Satan’s charm is broken ; God begins to
be to us, what he is in himfelf, a// in a//; and when
we fer him fuch, if our faith is lively and pradtical,
-we treat him as fuch: We anfwer the end of our cre-
-ation : Truth prevails: Satan falls as lightning from
keaven : Man 1s man ; and God is God. 6 If
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* (6) If truth, next to God, is the moft powerful thing
in the world : if we can have no communion with
God, but by the medium of truth : if falfhood is the
rankeft poifon in hell ; and if we takea dtaught of
this poifon, as often as we take in a capital religious
error ; can you reafonably explode the dottrine of fa/-
«wation by faith, fince the office of living faith is to ex-
pel the poifon of deitrutive error, and to receive the
reviving,healing, ftrengthening cordial of gofpel-truth?
(7) If an anfeigned faith in the Truths, which God
reveals under one or an other of his evangelical dif-
penfations, is the inftrumental caufe of all our good
works ; whilft a cordial confent to one or more of
Satan’s lies, is the pareat of all our bad a&ions :—if
«thefe two fprings move every wheel of righteoufnefs -
and of iniquity 1n the world ; is it not highly confift-
‘ent with reafon to mind them fr# ? Would you not
pity your watch-maker, if he fo regarded the hand
and dial-plate of your watch, as to forget the wheel-
work ‘and fpring ? And can you approve the method
‘of Honeffus, who'in{ifts upon good works, without ever
touching upon the prin:?.’u of fincere.obedience, and
upon faith, which is the {pring, that fets all in motion.
" '(8) Again, if Abraham, by not faggering ar the
promife of God thro UNBELIEFR, and by being firong in
FALTH, gave &Io_ry to God, and did fet to his feal that
God is true : —1f you cannot honour a fuperior more,
than by receiving his every word with refpeétful con.
fidence, and moving at his every beck with obedient
alacrity :—and if faith thus honours God, why fhould
you refufe it the firft place among the graces, which
fupport and adorn the church miitant ? Efpecially
fince the Lord declares, that the purE in HEART fhall
Jfee God, and thatour HEARTS are PURIFIED by FAITH?
—And fince the fcriptures teRify, that aithout HoLI-
NESS no man fhall fec the Lord, and that we are sanc-
TIRLIED thro’ FAITH that is in him? : i
(9) All fulnefs dwells in God : creatures abftra&ted
from the divine plenitude are mere emptinefs. Ratio-
nal creatures, in their moft perfet ftate, are only mo-
, . ra
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-ral veffels filled with the grace of God, and refleting
the light of divine truth. Now if we can be faved any
other way but by grace thro’ obedient faiik, i. e. by
freely receiving the grace and light of God, thro’ the
practical belief of the truth propofed to us: — if we
are in any degree faved by our {npr merit thro' faith-
le/s works ; we may indalge phanfaic boafting. But,
God does not fo give his glory to human worms :
-therefore fuch a boafing is excluded by the lntw of faith;
and the apoftie wifely obferves, that falvation is of
‘FAITH, that it might be &y crack; the juftifying
Jaith of finners always implying a cordial acknow-
" ledgment of their fin and milery, and ah hearty re-
courle to the tender mercy of oar God awhereby the day-
Jpring from en high has vifited s + more or leofs clearly,
-according to the difpenfation we are under.
: o (1) The

1 To eftablith the do@rine of the gofpel-difpenfations, to thow
that faying truth, in jts various manifeftationd, is the objeét of faving
faith, 1 need only prové, that a man, in order to Kis falvation, is
“bound to believe it one time, whit he was not bound to belicve at 2
other. Tske one inftance out of many, If St. Peter had died fuft
after he had been pronounced dlgffed for acknowledging, that our Lord
was the Son of God, he could not have been carfed with a ¢ Depart

om me,” &c. he would have been foved ; and, in that cafe, he would
ave obtained falvation without believing one tittle about our Lord’s
refurreftion 3 [ might I not alfs fay, ahout his crucifixion # See note
13, P. 43] and neverthelefs St. Paul, a'few years after, juftly repfe-
fented that articlo as cflential to the- fakvation of thofe, to whom it
is revealed : IF thou fhalt BXLYEVE awith thy keart, that God hath
ra18xo the Lord Fefus from the dead,'_tbo%alf be gavED, Rom,
x. 9,— Few people, I think, can read the aéts of the apoftles, with-
out, feéing, that the numerous converfions wrought by St. Peter's
preaching, were ght by the