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ADVERTISEMENT.

. THE following Sermon was published in the January and
Februdry Numbers of the 27tk Volume of the Arminian or Methodist
Magaszine, viz. for the year 1804, and also in a separate Pamphlet
the same year. That Pamphlet having been long out of print, and
the Sermon having been often inquired for by persons who missed
the opportunity of procuring it while on sale, it is now republished,
~ partly, to oblige these persons, but-more especially with a view to
answer, in some measure, the numberless inguities which are made
in different parts of the United Kingdom, and by many individuals
of the higher, as well as the middling and lower ranks of society,
_concerning the Principles and Practice of a Sect now become very
numerous, being spread over Greut Britain, Ireland, aud Ameriea,
and continually increasing, although by many . still: spaken against.
T render the information more full and complete than conld pos-
sibly be given in a single Sermon, I kad intended writing a Pamphlet
expressly on the subject ; but find myself compelled by my engage-
ments with the Public in other Works, undertaken some years ago,
and yet unfinished, to defer, for the present, the execution of my
design ; which, yet, I hope, hereafter; to be able to execute, unless-in
the interval I shall find it performed by some abler hand. In the
mean time. 1 hope the following: Sermon, whick I am certain, as far
as it goes, gives a just and accurate, although, perhaps, not so full
and complete a view as some might desire to see, of our Principles,
Practice, and Designs, will partly at least satisfy all unprejudiced
inguirers on these points, especially as illustrated and. eonfirmed by
the copious Notes annexed, which, the Reader will observe, are re-
Jerred to in the Sermon by the figures 1,2, 3, &c. . h
4538 BENSON.




SERMON,

Ac'rs XXVIL 2.

ﬂ’e desire to hear of thee what thou thmkest For as con-
- cerning this Sect, we Imom that enery where it is spoken
agwmst . . ,

P .

- 1. SUCH was the just and reasonable language of some

of .the inhabitants of the greatest city in the world, to a poer;

despised, and persecuted disciple of Jesus Christ, who ap+
peared among them with evéry disadvantage, having been
sent to Rome a pusoner, and being at' this very time: bound
with a chain. (1) 1t is true, they were not native Romans,
ds it appears, but Jews, who spake thus. But this very cir<
cumstance, one would have supposed, might have increased
their prejudices against him, as he was known to be an abet-
tor of the.cause which their Counttymen and the Chiefs of
their nation in Judea, had coridemned ; and a disciple of the

Man whom the Rulers of their people had lately executed as

a malefactor upon a cross:- Nevertheless, altho* appearances

were.so much against him, and although there were so many

reasons why they should give him no countenance, but despise
and persecute him as their friends in Jerusalem had done;
they had so far imbibed the fair and equitable prmclples of the
imperial city where they mndqd, that  they 'determined to
check every rising prejudice, and give him ‘a patient bearmg,

. judging it unjust to condemm a man, .or a party, or a: cause,

unbeard “ We desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest:

for, as’concerning this sect, We lillow that every where it is

spoken against.” :
2. Methinks, my Bretbren, tlreu- oonduet in tlils matter re-
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flects censure and disgrace upon many in our day, who readily
believe and propagate every idle tale that they happen to
hear, to the disadvantage of others, and make no scruple to
condemn and revile whole Communities of people, whose
principles and conduct they neither understand, nor will be at
the pains to examine. This, however, I trust, is not your
practice. You, who call yourselves, and who, many of you,
I hope, are Christians, will surely have as much justice as the
Jews or Heathens at Rome.. You will patiently hear a cause
before you judge it, and will not condemn what you have not
considered. .

And, . persuaded ﬂut spmtnal thmgf diﬁ‘er in: ﬂns from
natural, that they cannot be rightly understood .but by the
teaching of the Holy Spirit, acserding to the clear and forcible
- reasoning of this Apostle, 1 Cor. ii. 11, ¢ What man knoweth
the things of-a man,” or.the things that belong 'to human na-
ture, ¢ save the-spirit:of a man thet is.in him? even so the
things of (God khoweth no man but by the Spirit of God s’
pmﬁade&l of this, 1 say; you will see the propriety of applys
ing te God:in prayer for the illumination of his Holy Spirit, .
that;-as-our Church observes, in her- Collect for Whitsunday;,
’ bemg taught: hereby ‘you may “ have a right judgment'in' all
thmgs,” especially in things of such vast mement. - Now this
is all we desire. ‘Grant us this,’and we ask no - more: ‘If} at
any tlme, afier-you have heard our message; and ‘endeavour:
ing to divest your minds of prejudice, have sincerely and-ears
nestlyahed of. God 46 enable you to-ferm a right :judgment
cencerning;if, .you .think preper to reject: it; we ‘can dorno
more. We leave you to Gbd and your own condciences, only
observxng,xfer your: gueater caition, anil to prevent your coms
ing to too hasty a. eonclusion, that these Jews at Rome-rgjoet:
ed even the message)of. St. Paul; not, hewever, because thgy
bad divested their minds of prejudice, and sincerely. addressed
themselves to God in prayer for supernatural-light;. but be-
cause they had net previously taken these megessary steps.

3. I am glad,my. Brethren, for the Truth’s sake, that. you
may believe and be saved, that I do not appeat before you, im
this place, to-day, under such disadvantageous: ﬂrcumstanw
as those, under :which St. Paul appeared at-Rome. 1 wasnot
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bxought to: thistown a prisoner; mor do I appear before you
in chaink. (2) 1am free, and have the same right to the privi-
leges of an Englishman which. any of yon haye,. and. to. the
protection of the good Government under which we llve ; nor
gdoes the law allow any man to. molest me, were any minded
to do it, in the exercise of my office in this licensed house. (3)
Add to.this, that the circumstance of my professing. to be a
disciple of. Hiy that was crucified . in. Judea, can excite no
prejudice in your, minds against me, for. you profess to do the
same. - a these Tespects, therefore, I address you with advan.
tages very,superior. to. those which this Apostle had:in address-
ing the Jews at Rome. But.then, I must acknowledge, on the
other hand, that he was a, much more able ‘advocate for -the
truth than, Lcan pretend to be.. However, as he did not go
to. any. people confiding in excellency of speech, or of
wisdom,”’, but ¢ in the, demonstratlon of the Spirit and of
Power,” whnch from time to time accompamed his Word : and
s evon he allawed .that he, was not sufficient of himself, for
the important - office. of preaching the Gospel, but acknow-
ledged that his, sufficiency was of God; so the same Spirit
and Power. are. free. for us: God can still aid the weak-
ness of his servants, and cause us to know, by our own expe-
rience,,that his grace is sufficient for us. Relying, then, on
l.he help of this, let us, '
-, Ist. . Inquire what the Secc was which is spoken of in’ . my
text, and what were the Principles. and _Conduct of its Mem-
bers. .
.- 2dly. What we, may suppose were the reasons why it was
evexy where spoken. against, and whether they who. thus reviled
1t, acted wisely, and were justified in so doing.
I shall; then, 3dly, make .some. Apphcatlon of what has
been advanced. . |
,And, 1st. We are to mqun'e what the Sect was which is
spoken of in my. text; and-what were the Principles and Con-
dugt of its Members.. .
. Lo -Lhis Sect, you, will: recollect, was no other than that,
‘tevmed by Tertullus,* ¢ the sect of the Nazarenes," that is,
* Acts xxiii, 5.
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of the Clmsuans, founded by Jesus of Nazareth, <a nng-

leader” of which, as Tertullius expresses 1t, was tlns same

Paul of Tarsus, (4) And, first,

© 2. Asto the Prmclples of this Sect, it must be eonfé&éd

that they differed widely from those, both of the Heathen and

the Jews. In opposition to the Heathen, who were Polythe-
ists and Idolaters’; who believed in a ' plurality of gods, and
those gods ‘either the twork of men's hands, wood and stone, or
mere zmagmary.bangs, that had no existence, or corrupt and
evil bcmgs, that were, in reality, -devils ; the Christians held
that there is only one God, and that he is Self-existent, and
possessed of aJl possible Perfections. They bélieved him to
be infinite and eternal in all his Attributes; in Wisdom un-
searchable, in Power Almighty, in Love unbounded in- Truth
inviolable, in'J ustice impartjal, in Mercy unﬁ;thomable,

" in Holirtess unspotted : That he is present every where, ac.
quaintéd with every thing, even with the secrets of men’s
hearts, and can do whatever he will, whether in heaven or
among the inhabitants of the earth, no creature being able to
stay his hand, or say unto him, “ What dost thou?” They

- viewed him as the original Creator and continual Preserver of
the universe of creatures, as the bountiful - Benefactor, and
righteous Governor of the human race, and the final Judge
of men and angels, whom, as being formed intelligent, free,
and immortal, or, as the Scriptures speak, ¢ after his image,”
they believed to be accountable to him, and dependent on
him for their final doom. They acknowledged, of course,
that a future state of rewards and punishments awaits man-
kind, and that a future and general judgment will take place;
the consequences of which will be everlasting. . - .

3. Herein they differéd from many among the Jews also
even from the whole sect of the Sadducees, whose doctrine lt
was, ¢ that there is no resurrectlon, neither-angel nor spirit”
of man, that survives the death of the body ; nor indéed any
future state whatever; but that this life is the whole of our
‘existence, and carnal pleasure our chief good.: In eppesition
“to another part of the Jews, the Pharisees, the professors of

+
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~&ké day, the Christiats Believed that man is a fallen creatisre,
% yvery far gone from original #ighteousness,” from the image
of God in which he was made, and that Te is by nature a child
of wrath,’and ¢hieréfore incapable of justifying himself by his
owh works béfore Giod : That « there is none righteous” (by
mature, o according to the holy and spivitusl Law of God,)
“moy mot one, that:all are gone out df the way, ure together -
tecome: dnpiofitable, that there is nome that doeth good,”
'viz, fiom ‘a- tight principle, and in the mantier and degice
required, “no, not one:” That man’s ¢throat is an open
sepulclive ;”’ noisome and dangerbus, gapmg to swallow men.
up, er poisoin them with its infected air; that:  with his
tongue he wses-deceit ; that the poison of :asps is vnder,” even
when honey is upon “his lips;” that his “ mouthis,” too
often ¥ flall of ‘crsing and bitteimess, his feet swift 1o shed
blood, thit debtrnétion” td. others, ‘:and misery” to himsel§
“aré in his ways, and the Way of peace he has notk 10wa.” =
4. But did they therefore leave mankind withéut hope,
and abandor thém to ‘destrdction dnd despair? By no meahs.
As they thught that-Ged hds a Sen, an oily Sény his eternal -
#¥ord or Wisdom,: who “ was in‘the beginning with him, by
whoom all things weré madé, and without whom wis not any
tiing made that was.made ;” so. they tadght also, that God
had “ so loved the werld as to give this his only begotten
Son; that Whdsdéver believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlastihg life - That; although he was his own and
only Son; the Father had ¢ not with-held hir, but freely delis
vered hinh up 1o become incammate; to live and die for us all;”
¢ liad 'wounded : hitwfar otir: wemsgresbions, bruised him for
eurinéquities; and laid on. hifh. thé chastisement of 6ur peace;™
lmd, “ inide kim o be sin;”’ or a sin-offering; ¢ for us; that
t be ‘thade ' the nghteoM of Gbd in. hlm,” or
' nhg jastified énd accounted, nay; and eiﬂen constmﬂd
rgghtetms,*m and thvough>fuith in him. .. .
i 8. ‘Hence; they. pﬁeuehéd Jastification and Sulwtzm; pre-
sent hnd eternal, in‘his Name, and through bis Mediation.:
«Ged,” declared they;. «ds in Clitist, reconcilibg the world
to himself, not imputing-men’s-trespasses unto them, and

Tt Ll oo = B - e
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Iroth committed unto” his servants, ¢ the word of reconciliio
ation. - Now, then,” added they, *we are ambassadors for
Clirist, as though Ged did besee¢h you by-us; we pray you in
Clrist’s stedd, be ye recenciled to Ged.” For; *< through
this Maa is preaohed ‘unto you the Brgiveriess of sins; and by
him all-that believe,” (that-believe in, and rely en him, with
a faiththat ¢ worketh by love,” 4 thiat' ¢ overcometh she
world,”’ {-and “ purifieth the-heart,!” §) ¢ are justified from all
things, from w'blclx tbe_y aauld ot be Justlﬁed by the ldw of
Mosesu” s n g

:In the same- way, tbraugh the' saine Atonement amd. Grace»
af Christ; they preached Regeneration; and entire Senctificas
tion, deelaring, that ¢ net by works of ﬁghteomess’, which
we hiave done, but according to his 'mercy he sdves us, by the
- washing of regetieration and the' rénewing-of the: Holy Ghost;
which' God sheds on believers rabundantly, that,: beingjuss
tified by grace, they may be made hea's accordmg todho impe
of eternal life;”. Fory .- -

6. They taught that! Gody whtrhas k| Sdn, bas allo a Spint,
often termed the Holy Ghost, as being .infinitely holy in:lim.
self, and the one Source’ of ‘holiness ‘te us:. tekmed also: the
Spirit of Truth, of. Eife, and of Grace, because it'is:his office
to- ‘guide us into all necessary truth, to quicken  our souls;
which, by natare; are dead’in ttespasses and 'sins, td open the
Jife of God within'us,’ to:create us'anew in Christ Jesus, and, .
t{from.day to day,) to’ help our' infirmitiés. - ‘He convinces,
they.assure us, of sir, ‘of righteousness; and of judgment; and
4s a Spirit of Adoption, ‘¢ sent -into the heaxts :of beliévers;
erying, Abbd, Father,” ¢ bears witness-with their spirits.that
~ they .are. the children’ of Gad.” | i{He 'is;’ therem,réls'ara
Coinforter,; being a never-failing 'seuree’ of . consolation,:as
well as of purity, to God’s people and produdisg: boe, joy;
and peace in their souls; as well as all other fynits of right«
eousness. This Spirit, they.bore testimony, must. not only. .
be believed in and acknowledged, but reeeived; and .when
received, makes mankind the Temples. of .God, or ¢ an habi«
tahon of God throngh the Spirit! llere, and prepares them to

~s

m

. Acts xiii, 88, + Gal. Y. 6. -3 1Jobnv, 4, 5 & Acts | A
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¢ Such thén; were the lealing Principles: of thé Beot Which
was. every. where spohew apinsf.a these wm ito ohieﬂ docu
trmcs. But,
-~ Secondly. - Whnt wastbo l‘raotwe of mMombeb y. Tlnb,
perhaps, is of more consequence even than the former. . -
- 1st,: then, théy were, in general; an innocent aud: harmless
people.  They um&mom in bits  chugacter) - propérty; or
person. -And no wonder, for it was their constant« eare; ‘a¢
they were teught and’ eommanded both by :Clirist, am}'by!mr
Apostles- and Evangelists; te- imitate  théir : Master, ‘whom
nene could ever conwince. ofsing “ whe il nay; who
Jnew no sin; neither was guile foung in bis mioutlh;” “who
was holy, harmless, undefiled, and saparate. from: difmers >
and whom his enemios, even Pilate, who ootidemned Mxir"
ownged to be an inmocent and just man. Indeed, ¥ they*ka&
not been innocent and harmless, at least in outward: things, as
they were continually and earnestly: exhorted ‘by the-Apostlés,
and- their other teachers, to bey they. could: rot thive beerd
eontinued in ‘the Sbelety of Chiristians, but: irihst ave heen
expelled flom it. - This appears from sandry paseiges of the
New.-Testament, inv- which the «Cliristians: are “exhérted ahd
roquiredte “.1ook diligently Jest dny of them:shoald. fulli ofy'd
ar- fall from ¢ the grate of Ged ;- lest:dnyirgot: off Bitberhpes
should.spring-up- aad,troublothﬁymdlﬂmnby others should
Yo defiled ;* lest there should b dmewgthem’ anly foriviéator
or profane person, -such ds -Esan': Phey ave -reqiiiied "t
% purge out-the old leaven; that they might be a new ump,’™
and to- deliver the: oﬁ'endhlg- biotlfer; Wat would not be
reproved and reformed; by 4 solemn act of extommunication;
- to- Satan, for the d{zsbh&ion of the' fleshy €Mt beling
Brought to regentance by ‘the grice of God scmctig'mg the
afflictions wﬂeremﬂi Ke was visitéd, “hiy spiri¢imight be
saved'in the day of 'the Lord Jesus" Nay, tiep were pé-
Quired to have % no fellowship ‘with the unﬁ‘uhﬁﬁ’ works, ™
or workers, '« of‘dm'kness but. retler-to - rqrbve them: " “li
“wrote to-you,”™ says’ ‘St: P‘.iul’ “ rigt- 1o« keep -compdny ‘witlé
fornicators. Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this
world, or witht the covetous; or-extortioners, or idolaters ;
for then must ye needs go out--of the world :” as if he had



« 3 )




¢ B)

43 his: disciplds'in thierday - of fmal: aseetints: . Hewee ft ivas
that the Apdstl’és and'Evangelists and'all: the other. Pastors.
and Peachers of theClitistian Cliurdhy whick then:»as, coased
not” to exhort’ all :the Membemrthenéok;, even alk “:that bad.
Believed-in God aright; and therdby had . laid a propes founds
ation fo? such & practice; # torba caraful to;maintetn’’ :every:
Kkind of @ good works 3 to. % be seady -for ey ery, good worlk,”:
and #as they had opportunity ‘to do good . umto. all e,
especinlly to those that were of this:household: of faiths” - and
¢ néver 1o 'be weary of welldoing,” biit to.persevere and.% hg,
patient continuance” therein:to ¢ seels:for glary, howeury and,
immortality." -~ And us the generality .ofs these that thon peor
fésied Chividtianity wéréidlowcircumstances, axte this: worlds
and’ therefore could not distribute “ out of.their. sbundanee’:
to thie relief of the mecessities . of -theil fellnw»cbustmnamot
*fellow-creaturesy in order that; nevertheless, even they might
be'able, in this way, 1o -comply with the-ctanmands; of. theic
- Lord and his Apostles, gnd -do good: ta the bodies;.as well as
souls of men, they were ‘directed: and éxhartiid: te ¢ Jahour
difigently, working with:their bands the;thing:that; was goody
that they miglit have: to give to theée thdt needed ;) of which:
eondnet; St, Paisl s6t shem a bright example, his hands. ¢ mis
“nistering to his own necessities,” gnd. to theraeckssities . of
#hosc that webe With:héh. Jn which.aay be:§ sheweq them -
how, so:labouring,iitlieyiodgld: do suppert-the weak;:” and. to
remember the words of ‘the L.opd-Jesas, when he said, 14 is
more blessad toigive bhan 40. recdive.’ . : Nor was- this;advice
given; or this examplé set them: in’ vain. «The. members :of
this’ séct, - although. every where spoken mgainst,:yea,  the
multitude of ‘theni tmtibelieved,' werey it that easly age: iof
the Ohurchy “rof one-heartiand of ome soul;’¥ diid went tn.such
lengths in their disinteréstedness ;and -liberality .:ta..athers,
that « they-said net thatay of thethings which they paspssed:

ware their own; ‘but- they lraaka-thiirgs in: comuon,,and; a8
many as' were. possessom 1of ' lands er' heuses, 'sold lhem,x,an;l

brought the prices of thie things sold, (thit distribution might
be made unto every'tian] according as he ad need.” . But,
“Sdly. As''they were'aw harmlesy and eminentlyuelfid; 50,
they were'a remarkably pious sect, living, not:eidy-.soberly
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weve a Lind, loving, friendly, affectionate; ad happy peqyle;
disiiterestedly and umveamdly porsuing; as we lave seen,
the good of vthers, and thit in ‘many respects, even 10. the
Ineglect of themselves, and benevolently .and kindly sacri-
ficing their.own inderest, and hemour, dnd'gase, and health,
azy, and. also their liberty amd Mves for shie tomporal: and
spiritual: profit of theic fellow-ctiatures,. ‘Al the nagownts
which have redched us concerning thetu, conspive to proveihat
this was the fact. -Like their great Master.and Leagen,, they
« pleased not themselves,” bt rather denietl themselves for
the sake of others; and like  St. Peul, dne of. their mmya;
teucherd, ¢ sought hot theic own profit, but theymﬁ;,of’mm,
that they niight be sived.’”: :As they. weke continuglly.advised
and directed, they had « piit on, as the cleet of God, hely
@ndl beleved, bowelsof merey; kinndness, humbleness of mind,
meckness, long-siffering, bearing with and forgiviag othem,
if any mom: hid & conkplint agaiust. dny ;—and ahpve- all,
they had piit on love, the band of perfectnoss, and the peace
of God rubed in their bearts,”. whilé thelcdife was n life of
eontindal * thankfulness. Wea; while thiey « rejoiced evit-
tnore, und praged without cdading,” they < in, aid even for
every thihg’, gave mh,” ﬂc-nnhg *I‘fﬁctly, that eft:ry
thing would work for their gued.” Hence,: they fedred: not
death itvelf, with any slavith o emeating fear. And: why
showld they? Tothem “to dive:was Ghtisty and to die wh§
geain.” ‘I‘iey Wwere, therefore, “ confident dmd willing rather
6 bo abeent,” by:ideath, * from the body, and present with
the Lords” ‘ox, av the Apistle elsewheve expresces it; <t
depart and be with Christ,” thanto cohtinue kefe. Such were
. ¥he Priuciples, aad suéh the Dispesitidn sest. Gohdact of ‘the
Muombérs  of the . aect; which was “ e!vety whetwe spdlueh
wﬂst oo '
“H. We Meﬁnow to cmﬁder&n.m #hy ﬂley mm
% gvery wheré spoken aghiast;" anxd whethér thby, whe spoke
agaihst thein, acted- wisely, and were. justifed in o doing?
- Ow this head 1 observe, lat: Cmhmy, whesé Priscicrice
was infallible, had repeatediy-and cléarly foretdld that hik fol»
fowers would be reprouched; reviled, atﬂapersecnte\h and
mrefore it m(s ‘with 'veptaimty .o be ‘cupectéd. - < Ramesn
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ber,” says he;* ¢ the wotd that I said untoyou: The servant ig
not greater than his Lord, If they have persecuted me, they
will also persecute you : If they have kept my saying, they
will also keep yours. But these things will they do unto you,
for my name’s sake, becausé they know not him that sent me.
If they call the Master of the housé Beelzebub, how much
more those of his household! Fhey will put you oat of their
synagogues : Yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you,
‘will think that ke doeth God service. And these things will they
do unto you, because they have not known the Father nor
me.” * Again,t “ They shall deliver you up to be afflicted,
and shall kill you, and ye shall be hated of all nations for my
Name’s sake.” At’the same time, however, that the Lord
Jesus forewarned them that they should meet with such
usage, he failed not to fomfy their ‘minds against it, by such
declarations and promises as were well adapted to support
and comfort them under it. . - .

‘But why were they to be pel‘secuted> For what cause 2
Tor I hardly need to observe, that the predictions uttered by
_our Lord, however infallible, were not the cause why they
" were persecuted Nor would they have been less persecuted,
if no such predictions had been uttered. In other words,
they were not persecuted because these predictions were deli-
vered, but these predictions were delivered because the Lord
Jesus foreknew that ‘they would be persecuted, and that it
was proper and necessary that they should be forewarned of
these trials of their faith and patience, and thereby prepared
to meet them I observe, therefore,

" edly. The Heathen persecuted them, because they testified,

and that wherever they came, by word and writing, in private

and public, boldly and resolutely, that the gods Whlch they
‘worshipped were 7o gods, but either devils, or ¢ the work of
‘men’s hands, wood and stone,” or mere imaginary beings, that
‘had no existence, save in the fancies of their worshippers.
‘Another reason why thev pex'secuted them was, they knew
that the Christian doctrme, in all its branches, had a direct

# John xv. 20. + Matt. xxiv. 9.
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tendency to overthrow, and, as far as it prevailed, must over
throw their superstition, polytheism, and idolatry : for it re-
vealed and proclaimeth oné only living and true Gody, and one
Mediator batween God and mar; it called mankind to’ the
worship of this one'God, in and through this one' Mediator,:
by one Holy Spirit, and in‘the most clear and express terms
prohibited the worship of any other being, real or imaginary}
good or evil. Add to this, that inasmuch as their false and
eorfipt: Theology was interwoven with their constitution of’
&Governmend, iir their several countries, and with their maxims
of Policy, on the one hand, and with all their vices and plea:
sures-on the other, while it was a source of gain to many:; it s
natural to suppose that the religion of Jesus, to be erected o
the ruins of this Superstition and Idolatry, would meet with:
the most determined opposition from all ranks and- eonditions
of men. AHN that,like Demetrius and his silver-smiths, by -
that Idolatry and image-worship, or by those festivals and:
pleasures, ‘which it supported, had their wealth or mainte-
mance, with all the votaries of Bacchus, of ¥enus, or of Mars,
or of their other drunken, lewd, or cruel deities, would cer-
tainly oppose and persecute‘the abettors of a religion, which,.
if it should prevail, would infallibly dry up all the sources of.
their wealth and pleasure, and leave them, perhaps,.in declin.-
;ng years,. destitute of a maintenance:

. The-Jews:opposed and persecuted. them, -because they
preaohed a Messiah very different from him whom: their natioa.
looked for. The expectations of their eountrymen were ful}
of a temporal Messiah, - who, they hoped, would appeer in a
state-of splendor, power, and glorv, and exalt their nation to-
honour and dignity among the kingdoms of the earth, ang
raise it to a widely extended, i net to universal empire.. But
this-weak and despicable sect of Christians proclaimed a Mes-
siab that was spiritual, who prefessed to confer enly spiritual
blessings, and who acknowledged that < his. kingdom was not
of this world,” a poor, mean; despn&ed and persecuted man,
and one who had been executed as a malefactor on a cross.
‘This so contradicted all their preconceived ideas and carnal
prejudices, and was in such direct opposition to all their worldly
views and prospects, that it caimot appear strange that they
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stiould reproach and persecute the persons who thus mbbed
-them of thelr‘hopes

‘4. The Jews, in general, were either Sadducees or thir-
sees. 'The Sadducees, whose avowed sentiment it was, as we
thave seen, that there is no life after this, and who were stre»
anous to propagate that doctrine, hated and persecated the
‘Christians, because they testified that there is an invisible,
spirityal, and eternal world ; ‘that the souls of men survive
dhe death of their bodies, that even .their bodies shall be
raiged again, and mads inearruptible and immortal, and that
2ll mankind must appear and take their trial before the judgs
sment seat of Christ. Ganoernmg this peint, the saered histos
rian-gives us clear as well as authentic information. Acts iy,

1, we read, ¢ Asthey (viz. the Apostles) spake untg the Peor
ple, the Priests, and Captain of the Temple, and the Saddu-
£6es CAame upon them, being grioved that they tapght the peo-
ple, and preached, through Jesus, the resurrectian of the dead,
aad they laid hands on them, and put them in hold uptil next
day.” - Again, Acts ¥. 12—17, « By the hands of the Apostles
were many signs apd wonders wrought agong the peeple, and
believers wexe added to the Lord:—Then the High Priest
¥ose up, -apd all that were with him, which is the geet of the

. Sadducees, and were filled- with -indignatiop, and laid their
;hmds on the Apostles, and put them in the commen prison.”.

-5, In the mean time the Rharisees opposed, and reproached
them on very different grounds. According to Si. Luke,

v (Acts xxiii.) their puncnples differed widely from those of the
Sadducees : They confessed hoth that there will he 3 resurs
rection of the body, and .that these are in exyistence angels;
and*human spirits departed. They, therefore, did nu¢ perse-~
eute the Christians for entertaining and propagating these
sentiments : But the Doclrines of Grace, were those which
they chiefly hated and opposed. Being ignorant of the spiri-.
tuality, extent, and obligation of the law of God, they were
also unacquainted with their own sinfulness and guilt, their
depravity and weakness, in consequence of which they ¢ went,
about,” and took unspeakable pains ¢ to establish their own
righteousness, and would not submit themselves to the right. -

.. .L0eg.

-
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‘eousness of God ;”’ nor-could bear to hear that men must be
saved, if saved at all, ¢ by grace through faith.” Hence arose
their murmurings against Christ, in the days of his flesh, that
4 hereceived sinners, and ate with them ;”” and their continual
efforts to prevent the Apostles from speaking to the sinners of
" the Heathen, in order to their salyation,* and their violent
2nd outrageous exclamation against St. Paul, when hé men-
tioned the commission given him to preach to the Gentiles,
recorded Acts xxii. 21. ¥ They gave him audience unto that
word,” says the Historian, ¢ and then lift up their voices, and
said, Away with such a fellow from the earth, for it is not fit
that he should live.” The doctrine of the Apostles, there«
fore, ¢ That every mouth must be stopped, and all the world
be acknowledged guilty before God ;—that by the deeds of the
I.aw shall no flesh be justified in God’s sight ;—that as all have
sinned and come short- of the glory of God, we can only be
justified freely (3opeav, by a free gift) through the redemption
-which -is .in Jesus Christ :"—This doctrine, I say, was an
abomination to the ears of these self-righteous Pharisees. The
consequence was, that while -the abandoned sinners of the
Gentiles, who formerly ¢ had not followed after righteous-
ness,” having. bad neither thought nor care about it, ¢ attained
to righteousness, even the righteousness.of faith:” these
Pharisees, “ who had followed after the Law of righteous..
ness, did not attain to the Law of rlghteousness,” and that
for the evident reasons the Apostle assigns; ¢ they sought it
not by faith, but by the works of the Law, stumbling at that
stumbling-stone, as it is written, Behold, I lay in Zion a
stumbling-stone, and a rock of offence, and whosoever be-
lieveth on him shall not be ashamed.”: "
- 6. It must be acknowledged, however, that it was not any:

matter of doctrine which was the sole, if éven the principal

cause of the enmity of the Pharisces and Sadducees among
the Jews, or of the Gentiles against this sect. (9) There

was another, and (perhaps 1 .may say) yet more powerful.

cause of this opposition, and that was, the lives of these

Christians differed much from, and were a continual reproach

* | Thess. ii, 14—16.

-
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to their lives.” The Christians were temperate and chaste s
but their Persecutors were generally drunken and debauched :.
The Christians were true and just in all their dealings;
the Jews and Heathen were in general, false, perfidious, and
fraudulent. The Christians, as they had opportunity, did
good unto all men; but their enemies did evil .to many.
The Christians lived in the fear and love of the only living:
and trie God, regarded his all-seeing Eye, revered his Ma-
jesty, confided in his Mercy, pruised him for his Benefits,
submitted to his Dispensations, obeyed his Commands, and
lived to his Glory; but those. that reviled them, on the other
hand, either denied his very being, and were, in every sense, '
without God, (aS:0:, Atheists) in the world, which was the
case with the. Heathen: Or, if Jews, -their faith in him was
dead, and did not produce any good fruit. They profaned his
sabbaths, ‘slighted his ordinances, disobeyed his laws, and
trampled under foot hizauthority. Nay, as the Apostle testi-
fies, ¢ The name of God was blasphemed” - through their un-
godly, unrighteous, and wicked conduct, * among the Gen-
tiles.” On this account, neither Jews nor Gentiles could bear
these Christians, because their lives were a_continual reproof
of their ungodliness, unrighteousness, and intergperance.
Add to this, that the .Christians went still ‘further: They
- not only, like Noah of old, “ condemned.the world” by
their conduct: but like him, they were, also, all, more or
less, ¢ Preachers of righteousness,” in their generation. They.
bore - testimony against the evil deeds of~all among whom
they lived, or with whom they conversed, and. therefore
ceased not to disturb the peace and quict of every fawmily,
village, town, city, or country, in which they resided or so-
journed. And in doing this, they feared the face of no man,
¢ ncither counted they their lives dear unto themselves.”
They braved.all reproach, persecution,. and affliction, which
they might meet with infhe execution of this office : Th(,y
proclaimed war against all the world, and were only anxious
about the word of their testimony, that they might be faith-
ful to him that had called them, and to the souls of their
fellow-creatures.

7. This brings me to the chief cause of this enmity and
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epposition, and that is the Carnal Mind, which is in every
man by nature, and is ¢ enmity against God’’ and his Work;
against his Nature, his Attributes, his Word, his Ways. In
. eonsequence of this, ‘ they that are born only after the flesh,
will, most assured]y, ¢ persecute those that are born after tha
Spu it.”  And they that ¢ lie in w;ckedness,” or, as the Greek,
® 7w Bovnpw, Means, ¢ the wicked one,” and are under his. in-
fluence, will, in this, as in every thing else, do his will and
perform his work. ¢ If* the world hat_e you,” said Jesus,¥
¢ ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 1f ye were
of the world, the world would love its own: But, because ya
are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world,
therefore the world hateth you.” All this is still but toq
appbcabk- to the carnal part of mankind, and to the oppesi-
tion they still make to the genuvine followers of Jesus, even tg
all that, like him, are not of the world. Ohbserve this well,
my Brethren, and see that none of you be inflaenced: by them
spirit, or imitate their example in this pamcnhr Forif, ag
was also proposed,

- 8. We inquire, Whether those persons, who spoke against
and persecuted this Sect of the Nazarenes, at the head off
which was Jesus of Nazareth, and a ¢ ring-leader” in which’
was St. Panl, acted wisely, and were Justxﬁed in so doing,
we shall be compellcd fo acknowledge, that they did not act’
wisely, and cannot he justified in such a conduct. For they
either spoke against these Christians tenorantly, as probably
many of the Henthen did, net being -acquainted with their
principles and conduct; or, which was certainly the case with
many of the Jews, whether Phamees or Badducees, they re-
ymached them, notw:thstandmg, and in spite of their better
Lnowledge. Now, in either case, they were highly to blame,
and, mdeed without excuse. If they persecuted the Chris-
tians ignorantly; they were incxcusable, because they might
easily have “obtained true and full information concerning’
them, if they would have onde'lvonred to obtain it; whieh it
was certainly their duty to do. The Christians were become
& numerous body of people. Many of them were persons of

* John xv.-18. -
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kummw and influence, and were in offices of civil trust in (e
countries where they resided. They openly professed to
believe in, and ground their faith upon very extraordinary
facts, on wonderful miracles wrought by a very extraordinary
person; who they affirmed had risen from the dead, and had
#scended into heaven in the sight of many of them. They
boldly and con{mually bore testimony to these things, and
taught publickly ir places of concourse. They published
books in different languages, and these books were open te
the inspection of mankind. They themselves confirmed or
professed to confirm their testimony by divers extraordinary
operations, giving sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf;
speech to the damb, health to the sick, and even life to the
dead. They saddenly spoke, or professed to speak languages
which they had never learned, and predicted events which,
" they testified, came exactly to pass. None of these things
were done in a corner. They were open to the examination
of mankind ; and surely they were of sach importance as to
merit, and even demard examination. They, therefore, thut
spoke against them ignorantly, were without excuse. Every
circuamstance shews that it was the' indispensable duty of maa-
kind, in every country which the Christians visited, or in
which they were found, to inquire diligently into the prin-
mples and conduct of thrs extraordinary and rapidly increas-
ing Sect..
9. But there is reason to believe, that many, if not ﬁ:e
greater part of those, among the Jews, at least, who spake
against this people, did it in contradiction to their better
knowledge. The Doetrine, Life, and Miracles of Jesus had
been se public; such prodigies had attended his death; there
.had been such accumulated evidence of his resurrection ; and
his disciples were persoas of such unblemished lives, and were
endowed with such extraordinary powers, that many of the
Jews, especially thosé who had been spectators of these things,
could not be ignorant of the doctrine or practice of the Chris-
tians, nor that they had the countenance of Heaven. They,
therefore, in speaking against and persecating them, must
have been influenced by a high degree of malice against God
and his people, and thevefore must have been more guilty
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than, iF, like St. Paul in his unconverted state, they had doné
these things ¢ ignorantly in unbelief.” Their sin, it seems,
must have, at least, bordered upon that charged by Christ
himself upon the Pharisees, I mean, the Blasphemy against
the Holy Ghost. " For that sin, according to the Evangelists,
‘consisted in their ascribing, contrary; it seems, to their hetter
~ knowledge, the miracles wrought by the Holy Ghost, to the
devil, and, on that ground, rejecting Jesus, as one possessed
of and assisted by the devil. Now, as Miracles were com-
monly wrought in the Apostolic age, and that in the face of
multitudes, and as the operations and fruits of the Holy Spirit
were very apparent in the doctrine and lives of the first
-Christians in general, they who, contrary to the conviction of
‘their own minds, maligned and reproached them, certainly
.did, more cor less, malign and reproach that Spirit, which, at
that time, ¢ wrought so mightily in those that believed.”

_ III. 1. But (which will bring me, 3dly, to an . Application
-of what I have advanced) it will be inquired here, “"What is
As all this to us? What concern have we in thesc things?
“We do not speak against, nor are we opposed to. Chrlstlans,nor
do we disapprove of their principles or practice.” In answer
‘to this, 1 observe, I sincerely hope, my Brethren, that you do
not, but, on the contrary, that you cordiallyapprove of Chris-
] txamty nself and desire it may be exemplified in yourselves,
and in every ihabitant of your village. If so, you and we,
‘who, this day, cpen this Chapel, and who together worship
the one living and trye Gob, therem, through the Mediation of
-his Son, and by y the aid of his Spirit, shall be quite agreed, and
‘shall act in perfect harmony. ¥ or we open it for the one, sole
-end of promoting the progress of this Christianity ; .of spread-
‘ing the knowledge of and faith in such doctrines, as, it has
-this day been shewn, the first Christians held and propagated ;
-and of inculcating such a pldcllce as that for wluch they were
so consplcuous. .

2, It is allowed, my Brethren, that in places like this,
.where the people (.alled Methodists are but little known, and
‘where few that areconnected with us reside, a very different
idea may. be entertained of us, in: consequence of the idle
‘reports, which, however void of foundatwn, and destitute of
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bling of themsdlves together, as the manuer of too many is.’
1¢ you will: then be pleased to: pursue suck a method as: tlhs,
and mdthinks I' am- not' unréasonable i réquesting you to:
pursueit, P doubt not but your will see; suflicient reason, if not:
to unite with ué in €hristian feHowship, ‘uarid assist us; in our
endeavours to reform: the nation, and- spread: gewuine, scrip~
tural Christianity through the land; yet, at least, to entertain'
a favourable: opinion beth of our Principles and ‘Designs, and.
to wish s good tuck in the mame of the Lord.. 'Fhis, we
Geﬂhhly thinld, we are erititled to, conceiving. our doctrine to.
be, in'every: point, the very .dootrine of the New Testament, -
dnd of ear Church, and thut whoever objeets:to it, must alsa:
object tothat of the Scriptares and of the Cliwrch of England..

- If weidvre mistaken in these views; we shall be execedingly.
dhliged to any individeal or number of individuals that will:
be at the treuble of shewnig us.our mistake. For if we were
cdnﬁﬁcédfﬂmt'owdodttme ‘is -amscriptural ‘in any ‘point, we:

shiotld altev it. ~ And as to:our Praotice, suffiee it tor
gy, thet it is a fiest prineiple o our Discipline, to:adhiit into:
and retain in our Sbeletis, only such ds atterid to, wt:least,
the three lendmg poings eontsined in ‘ our Rooles, 1st. 'Po shun
all kitown sin; espécially the sins mest ccmmonly practised i
the neighbourhood Where they live: 2dbs. Toendeavour to
do good tnte mer's souls (k4) and bedics (¥15) acedrding tes
tlien' abilifles's'And, 3dly. To atténd Gpon all the ordinances
" Glod, or means of grace, both public and private. - 1 you

' “ But this is your own acconnt of yourselves : Would yois -
hﬂ?e’us l\ytake dlk you dte pleased to affivn, for granted * I
amwer, ‘No: I would fiet Have you tukie amy. thing for granted)
nl’y takei thre | necessary steps T have recommendesd, and you
will s ‘sée 'with your own eyes, and have all the- mdulce ymg

&l reasonably ‘expect or-desire, asto these poimts. -

"5, B'nt"p’ei‘hdbs, you will- sey, Why did-péu wmevlnﬂmf}
Why do you'intrude into our village? 1 answer, With tha
githe views and o 'the same design,” whevewith our bleseed
Yiord; his Apoktles, Evangelists, and fivst Disciples, went ta
a?ﬂérent Towms-and Villages, and that is, simply and oxly to
spread trice and’ genuine Cﬁmtwy ,-~tc> promnbe, = fdr a8

& oy - D@ E.
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we are able;. the. Kingdom of God on entﬂa,/%haat Kingdony,!
that - vital . and. genvine rehgum,i which is . righteonsness,:
peace, and joy.in the Holy Ghost;” or;. Lgve, the end of the,,
com maadment out of a purc heart,a  gpod canseience, andf;uth,
unfeighed:”: This, and only this, is our ohject. . Lesser matters,;
such-as, those which. respeet .points -of upessential daetrine,,
modes .of worship, forms of church. gaversment, and pther,
civcumstantials of religion, are, with ss, of little importance.
But the: Christianity described above, appears to us. o, be, of,
infinite imoment, and therefare we labour. to- diffuse. it far.and.
wide ;. ahd we doubﬁ not but we shall be justified-in s¢ doing,:
and-even. commended by all that: understand its nature, and.
are.apprised of wliat infinife consequence it is to mankind.,
As to.those, in whose eyes it appears. as a {rivial and pmim-
portant natter, and who therefare; mizst! consider .un zeal in,
its serviee as.ealhusiasm; and oux;lgbours and, sufferings to pro=;
mote it;-as folly. antl madiess, we woild. reeommend, them to,
weigh. Well the following inquiry of. the Author of the Epistle,
to'the Hebrews :. -If the wond speken by.angels,”. the Law,
delivered from-Simai, hytheir-ministry, f avas. -steadfast, . amL
every ttansgression’’ -of - that Jaw, and .aet of ¢.disobedience”.
to ity “received a just recompence of. veward,, how shal]. we,
escape if we négleet s great, salwatlon, whlcim,fat first: hegan,
10 be spoken by the Lord; and was confirmed unto,us by those,
that heard bin ;. ‘God alsb_bearing them witness .with: signs,
and; wonders, ‘and divérs: mitacles, and gl-ﬂs of - the ];l\ol,g,
Gbosﬂ,mmbt(hng@xbls own will.””; -

i A for us, when.wé consifler hew much supcx:lor tbe Sox og

Gob, the:iinmediate authorof the Gospel, was ta Moses, the
Giver of the Law, and.with haw .mouch- greater agp;lratns o(
grace and ‘mercy, and. more illustrious displays of loye and
power, the Cbeistian..Covenant ‘was -infroduced, than those
whetewith-the: JerSh was attended :—When we.. reﬂect on
the Incarnation, Life, and Deathy the Doctrine and ]Vlzrat;le:;
the Resurrection and Ascerisidp -of the Tord Jesus, and the
astonishing effusion of his 8pirit, 'in gifts: and graces, on, the
fitst Christionis; with the :amezing displays- of divine power
for the propagation and defence-of this religion, jn early ages,
and the sngnal venveance that name on the J ews and other
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_nations that rejected or slighted it ;—we cannot but see that
Christianity is infinitely dear to God, and that, speaking after
the manner of men, he has its progress mﬁmtely at heart.
Whatever others do, therefore, we dare net think lightly of
or neglectit. We darc not prefer other things to it. We
consider it as our indispensable and principal duty, and chief
interest in life, to attend to it, and that above every tlfing else
in the world, and to take care both that we be Christians our-
selves, and that not in name only, but in deed and in truth,
and also that we be “ workers together with God,” in endea-
vouring to make as many others Christians, as possible. May
the Lord grant that in this, as well a sin every thing else, which
is excellent and praise-worthy, you may be like-minded with
us, that, when Christ “shall be revealed from heaven with
his mighty angels,” and shall recompence tribulation to such
as trouble his people, he may impart to you, with us, and as
many as are spoken against, and troubled, rest in his eternal
prcsence and kmgdom !
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ONE reason which some sdvageain favour of pevsecubion, inime
form er ‘ancthér; is' thie supposed witht ;of  pibty or talents in those
MiniswwofChrist,wln.avenbjhctn:oﬁthak susmcidn and displeausre.
Bet that/ this neither was,: nov:is;' the true.cause: of eom ; wall
appéiir 46 4li who heavethe leastiknowl ofQ istory. . Wiy
didahe:Jaws perseonte othe :Savieur: of: the weerld? - Wehy: did- they
clumorously: démand his evacifixion? < e did. ne sip, acitber mas
guile'fountl in' his mouth.”’ 'He.was.as < .adamb mithout hlemish or
ispot. | His sbedhence to:the moral law; whéeh is .an immatable rale
‘of right;:was sbsotutely perfect;  andsiith respectits his.qualifications
forteaching, s enenmes-being-jitlges, he-spuke as no mere.man mas
iever oupable of' speaking. - Ete word was.with power ; he tamght with
euthokity’; and perfection was stamped onshis every .word and actian.
Bat &N these Tlivine exeelloncias iumited, .and’ which: rendesed -bim
infinitely worthy- of ‘beiag the.“¢ Desire of .all nations,” were .50 far
from procuring him the approbatien of the Jews, as a nation, that
they expesed him te general reproach, dnd the most painful and igro~
miniots of degths;, R 4 o .
~ In point of labours and sufferings, perhaps' St. Paul, of all the
'Apostﬂ;,(camg ‘mearest to 'his Divine Master. Could want of piéty,

_or of natural or acquiredl abilities, be justly objected to the Apostle
_of the ‘Gentiles? ‘Surely not: and yet ‘how 'bittér, crael, and ma-
_mrerous were the persecutions which he endured.: As the preaching
* " of Christ crucified, in the ‘Apostolic age, was, en different accounts,
j equally offensive to such Jews and Gentiles as persisted in'sin'; so, im
_every age of Christianity, similar preaching has been offensive to mere

. momunal, Christians, Why were sgveral 6f the brightest “ornaments
_of the Reformation Consigned to the flamnes ? “Surely heton account
- of heing destitute of piety or talents, but becabse they had prace aud
. Jesolution ytobpreavc‘h,fhé,p,ine,‘ unadiilterated ‘triths of the Gospel.
_}I’hisg and this alone, was their unpardenible ¢rime, inthe ektimation
e y ;}ie;cofﬂxpt'duc(r’més

o)

- of Pppeny, they mijght have been proyechially
st b e b S s, Wihon

,f their persecntors.: for hall they nof opposed (
Q1 Ihelx persecuiqre: ler had they ovhnt; and s prof.
10%“ ,mo'!esm‘ti oni
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NOTE (2.

Bishop Burnet, in the Preface to the third edition of his ¢ Pastoral
Care,” makes the following judicipng and sober observations :—* God
be thanked we are delivered froti'w remnant of Popery, that stuck
tong to us, I mean persecution for conscience’ sake: for the breaches
in a man’s liberty or goods are as really a persecution, as that which’
strikes at his person. They may be in some instances more uneasy ; as
asingle death is not so fonnideble, as 4@ be foreed to live under great
necessities, perhaps ‘with & nurherous family. ‘And if we were to judge
‘of this matter by our Saviour’s rule, of doing to others as we would
‘have others do to us, our conseiepesscwould seon decide the question ;
T mean if we will but honestly ask ourselves, how we would have those
of another religion deal with, ns, if we were living in any country
where we must.aepart from ‘the légal’ establishment, if we do truly
follaw the dictutes of-our:own consetences’” . .. ., . 5 . |
. 'The sober, well-read, pious Prelite, proceeds to netice.seme of the
grosser errofs of. Popery, and:then' observes, speaking of himself in
the third person, in conjunction:with such: of .the Clérgy as:were then
denominated Low-Cliuschmeén :-~t<. Theyl dare, neot. wachurch all the
‘bodiesof Protestants beyond sea 5 mor deny /o ownDissenters at home,
sthe federal rights: cointnon ite-all Christians, ot leaye them touapover
‘nented thércys:! Théy.db net annul-their baptisms, or think, that they
‘dught fo be baptized agein:ina nore vegilarymanner, hefoye theycan

" ..be accounted ‘Chtistians.. :They: are;dar from. condnning : private

‘judgment in:matters.of religion ; ‘this strikes 4t the roet of the. whole

. ‘Reformation, whick coald never have heen compassed; if privase men
had not aright to judge for themselves ; on the contrary, they thiak
severy man is: bdund: to judge for himseif, which indeed, he ought %o

-0, 1n the fear of God, aid with all humility abd cautien.” .1+ :
T A Tl e et

[ERPS . ~N"I‘E .(3,) S et ST

.- The reformed Religion was often disgvaced in thi§ Céhtry by, tie
coercive medsures wl;'lc}'f were resorted to, fot the purpose of éiforciyg
‘uniformity in matters eéclesiastical, antil, by tlie Act of Foleration,
:the Goveranent, as fur asin it lay, completed the glory of the Reform-
.ation, Under the proteetion of that Act, an Act“\vbic{l;l_fd‘s"’s&uﬁd pd-
licy, reason, and religion for its siipport} the Methodists ﬁaﬂfg" !)"ecdgde
.a very nwnerous and useful body of people. - By theit instruiientality,
.under God, yhb'usazl(l,; and teis of thousands; who néigher féared God
_mor regarded mnan, Havé become good members of buth éivil dnd refi-
-gious Society. ~* Nor has their usefulness been confinied to”those who
are wore inmediately designated Methodists. . & Methiodidm;” ' says
* “a modérn agthor of jéhkircg History, and a Cletgytran of ‘the Esta-
“blished Chiuréh), ¢ hath spread io a grbdigioiis foanner aong those bf
“the Church as wéll.as Disseaters from it; and has'beéen the niean .’(_}'f’fe-' :
“kindling the zeal of very many, so ds to produce 4 vast alterdtion for
the Wetter in the ¢ondtuet of thousands a_n‘gr ‘téns of thensands.” Predis
Tcction for the Eqtiblistiment; strongly attachies thaily to it who hute
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recéived their religious impressions from one or other of the Methedist
gocieties, or from some of their own clergy who lie under the inpu-
tation of being methadically inclined, that is, -such as literally, and
with apparent zeal, inculcate the doctrinal Articles they have sub-
scribed, and live in a state of greater piety and separation from the
world, than the generality of their brethren.. The number of these
is, of late, amazingly increased. Where before scarcely a man of
this stamp could’be found, some hundreds, as Rectors or Curates in
(Né“é'sﬁablished Chureh, inculeate the doctrines which are branded
#ith the name of Methodism ; and every where, throughout the king-
dﬂ'lq, one, or more, and sometimes several, are to be found within the

2 s of a few- miles, who approve themselves faithful labourers in
thé Lord’s vineyard.” - Theseare the just, candid, and enlightened
acknowledgments of a clergyman of the Established Church. And as
his account of the beneficial effects of Methodism, cannot bé sus-
pected of exaggeration, it clearly follows, that the- Established Churchi
itself hasigained much by the tolerant principles which have been
scted wpon in this country, for more than a century,: = - . ..
e -, . v S o .

L3 E ETN Y

bivinga o s NOTE @),

It has been justly observed, that whoever attempts to benefit man«
kind, out of the usual or ordinary way, will meet with much oppos
sition. The institution  of Sunday Schools, and that of the Bible
Society, are, next to. preaching the Gospel, the best calgulated to
premote the temporal and eternal intevests of mankind; but even
these hgve been strongly, thongh ineffectually, appesed by some who
call themselves reformed Christians! St. Paul was commissioned by
the gpeat Head of the Church,; to preach the good tidings of salvation
to a ruined world ; but in doing this, he suffered various persecutions,
from both Jews and Gentiles. Tertullus, the Jewish orator, repre-
sented him as a_ ¢ pestilent fellow, a mover .of sedition, and a ring.
leader of the sect of the Nazarenes,” With what odious epithets did
the Papists brand our holy and. venerable Reformers!. And what
rivers_of the blood of the saints did they shed, in support of their
cruel and unchrigtian hierarchy ! Their intolerant and persecuting
prineiples, hy which they endeavoured to support their tycauny, pro-
duced that infidelity, which, as an instrument of venggance 1n.the
-hands of Him who rules in the kingdoms of men, has long been, and
still is, scourgli?l the Popish nations, Through a succession of ages,
they slew myriads, as they said, for the ¢ gaod of the Church ;" und
_when the day of retributien asrived, the Infidels, to whom their absurd
doctrines und hloady persecutions gave birth, slew them ia thousands,
us they said, < for the good of soczety> . . . . | ol

~ It would have been much to the honour of Protestantism, if the
dangerous weapon of persecntion.had never heen used in its defence.
But this, alas | has not been the case. Witness the Act of Uniformity,
assed in the reign of Charles the IId, by which about two thousand.
pious Ministers were obliged, aﬁ conscientious men, to leave the Estaw
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blished Church. And what were the.consequences ? General levity,
profan?ness, intemperance, {6rmality, and an ‘alarining increase .of
Infidelity and Atheism. , Bishop Burnet's thougbts upen the lyment-
able state of religion in this country, in 1712, will . give the reader a
tolerably. clear and correct idea of the effects- produged by forced con=
formity. ¢ [.am now,’” saith the venerable Prelage, ¢ in the 70th year.
of my age, aud as I cannot speak long to the world in.any sort, so X

. cannet hope for a more solemn occasipn of speaking with all due frees

dom, both. to the present and succeeding.ages :.therefore I.lay hold
on it to give free vent to those sad thou;%ts that lie on my anind both
day and night, and are the subject of many speret mowrnings. The
outward state of things.is black eneugh, God knows, but that which
heightens my fears rises chiefly from the inward state into which we
are uphappily fallen. R s e e
- “ Our Ember Weeks are. the burden and grief of my life.. The
much greater part of those who come to be orduined are ignorant to a
degree, not. to he apprehended by, those wheiaze not obliged 10 know
it. The easiest part. of know}edg,e,iq that to which they are the
greatest strangers ; 1 mean the plainest parts of the Scriptures, which
they say, in excuse of their ignorance, that their tutors in the Univer-
sities never mention the reading of to them ; so that they can give no
account, or at least a very imperfect one, of the contents of even the
Gospels. Thoese ivho have read some few books, yeét fieverseem to
have read the Scriptures. ‘Many cannot give a tolerable accomnt even
of the ‘Catechism itself, how short and plain seever, Tley: cry, and
think it a sad disgrace to be denied orders, though the ignorance of
some of thém is such, that in a well-regulated state of things, they
‘would -appeat not krowing enough to be admitted ‘to the hely sa-
crament. T A A P [ TR P S
¢ "¢ This does often tear my heart. - The case is not: Rettet in many;
who, having got into orders, come for institution * and cannot make it
-appear that they have read thie Scriptures, or any one good book since
they were ordained ;" so that the'smrall measure of khowledge upon .
which they got into holy érders not being improved, isin a way tebe
quite Tost, and then they think it & great hardship if they are told;
' 3;‘ fiust know the Scriptures and the Body of ‘Divinity better beforé
they can be trusted with a care of souls. = - - : e be
-+ «¢ These things pierce one’s soul, and make me often cry out,” <Oh,
‘that I had "wings like a dove, for then would I fly away and -he at
rest.! - What are we like to growto ?- In what'a case are we to deal
~with any adversary, Atheist, Papist, or Dissenters, orin any sort to
promote the ‘honour of God, and to carry on the grest corteerns of the
‘Gibspel; when so gross an ignoranee in the fundamentals -of religiori
‘has spread itsélf so much among those who ougfit to tescli others, and
vet need that one teach them thie first principles-of t‘IwEOracIes‘ of
,"(!'vb(t!’.’.,’. Gl W T N g 'IJ'L 134 .y"“f"..' st B .
* "But lest any should imaging that the Prelate, jastnow gudtgq,' gave
s L e

. ... * Institution beye signiﬁee the investing a--C

[ T P . t, . :
aan with the spivituslities of
a rectory, &c. which is done by the Bishop, . :



Dot T a0 NOTER (8 0 Tt
_How earefully did tl'léiCo‘mp,ﬂers of the Homilies of the Established.
Church guard against Antinomidnism !, They had écledr and distinet
views of both Law and Gospel ; and hence, while they maintained, oh.
the oné hand, ‘that. < we are saved by grice through faith,” they did.
-not fail on the other, to insist, in theé most unequivocal terms on the;
necessity of good works, in order to final salvation.’ * This true
Christian faith,”” they say, ¢ neither any devil hath, nor yet any marn,’
who in outward profession, in his receiving the sacraments, in going.
to church, and in all’éutward appearances, seemeth to be a christian,’
and yet in hig life sheweth the contrary. . For how can a'man have'
this trie faith, sure trust and ¢onfidence in God, that by the merits
of Christ his $ins gre forgiven, and he reconciled to the fayour of God,;
_ when he denieth Christ by his works? Surely no ungodly man can’
have ‘this faith and trust in God.” . To these sentiments the Me-
.thodists have always given their free and hearty assent, .’

S NOTE 6 e e
Bishop ‘Sanderson, a ‘prelate highly and ‘jastly famed for piety,

strength of intellect, and erudition, edys, * Itis ‘clear that all Christion’
virtues and graces,’ thoagh' wrobght immediately by us; and with the
PO 6 R oo ‘..'E:.E’g” Ot T L . . 2
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*  NOTE (7.)

Ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, &c. Those who do not
dlearly and -strongly -insist .on the necessity of the influence of-the
Spirit of God, in order to produce holiness, however respectuble they.
may be in the learned world, preach to no valuable purpose. Bishop
Taylor, a man of prodigious knowledge and learning, as well as a
model of Christian holiness, thus expresses himself upon this subject.
< Too many scholars have lived upon the air and empty notions for
many ages past, and troubled themselves with tying and untying
knots, like 'K;pochondriacks in a fit of melancholy, thinking of no- -
things, and troubling themselves with nothings, and falling out about
nothings, and being very wise and learned in things that are not, and
work not, and were never planted in Paradise by the finger of God.
If the Spirit of God be our teacher, we shall learn to avoid evil and
to do good, to 'be wise and to be holy; and they that walk in this
way shall find more peace in their consciences, MORE SKILL IN THE
SCRIPTURES, more satisfaction in their doubts, than can be obtained
by all the polemical and impertinent disputations of the world.—The
learning of the fathers was more owing to their piety than to their
skill, ese were the men that prevailed against error, because they
lived according to the ¢ruth. If ye walk in the light, und live in the
spirit,  your doctrines will be true, and that truth will prevail.” Will

_any, acquainted with the writings of this eminently-learned Prelate,
stigmatize hin as an eathusiast? Aad yet the very doctrines which

~
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C o e NOTE (s8.).. . .. : :
" Remewed in'the spirit of their mind. Bishop Smalridge, who died
upwards of twenty years before the rise of the Methodists, says, ¢ The
humble and: devont Chrirtian being satisfied of the necessity of God’s
grace, beth-from: his own experience and from the Scriptures, and
being asswred of the védal influences of the Spirit of God from the
promises made to him in'the Gospel, will not be over-curious to in-
quire'into the sBecret dnd inconceivable manuer of its operation. Fe
will choose rathér to FeEL these influences, than to wnderstand and
explain them, and will nqt doubt of that’ power, which, though he
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cannot give an -account of it as to the wianner of its working, he
plainly perceives to be great and marvellous from its mighty and won«
derful effects.” S : . B
Dr. Gloucester Ridley, who was presented to = Prebend in the
eathedral of Salisbury, by Archbishop Secker, was a clear, strong, and
- eonsistent advocate for the doctrine of divine influences on theiputg
in order to the existence of that holiness, without.which no man shalk
see the Lord. ¢ Illuminating grace,” saith he, ¢ comsists not in the
assent we give to the history of the gospel, as a narration of matters
of fact, sufficiently supported by buman evidence; for this may be
purely the effect of our study and learning. - The collating of copies,
the-consulting of history, the comparing tﬁe assertions of friends, and
the concessions of enemies,. may necessitate such a belief, a faith
which the devils may have, and doubtlessshave it. This sert-of faith
israg ac::[uisiti'on of our own, and not a Gift.—But faith is the Gife
a, d.vi’ . . . ; . N . co- - ,4‘ r
f“ "Bhere may be u faith;” continues Dr. Ridley, ¢ which is not the
work ‘of the 8pirit:in our hearts, but entirely the effeet of human
means, .our natural faculties assisted by .languages, antiquities, manu+
serdpts, ecriticism, and the like, without any divine aid, except the
hare letter uf revelation ; and as-this faith may rise out of human ahis
- lities, so may it bé attended with prrde:in pur suppesed accomplishs
wents; eovy of bthers of superior skill, and bitter strife-against those
who mistaké or oppose such truths; and is, therefore,no manifestatiord
of the Spirit which resisteth the promd, and dispenses‘its graces enly
to the humble. - This wisdom descendeth uat from ubove. 'But the
trxe saving faith, at the same time that it informs-the wnderstanding
influences TH® WILL AND AFFEOTIONS. It is in the:hesrt that

Chl‘isﬁm maen believeth.” .

4

o " 'NOTE (9.) - N
Had the priniitive Christians beén men of the warld, breathing its
spirit, and_conforming to its prectices, small indeed. womld have been
the ' glorieus army of martyrs.” .. The-world in their time, as in 'the
days of aur Lord, foved its own, notwithertanding any opinions which
might be held by them conformable to divine truth, when such opi«
nions were not accompanied by the spirit and practice of true god<
liness. A bare profession of Christianity has generslly been accom-
panied with principles and practices of a_persecuting nature. Witness
the inguisitorial cruelties exercised for many ages, upon these who
dared to think for themselves, by a Church which arrogated to itself
the titles of Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic. Even in this country,
where religious as well as civil liberty hes been for more thand
century a part of the laws' of the land, lawless mobs, who made g
profession of Christianity, have frequently, ia the course of the last
seventy years, and some. of them very lately, assaulted, with the
utmost violence, several assemblies of religiqus people, ‘who, undes
the sanction of divine and human Jaws, were engaged.in worshipping
God.. But of whom were those mobs compased, who were so zeslqus
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gion! O sacred name of Religion ! how ‘often hast thou" been blas~
phemed by men who have used ‘thee as a sanction for such wanton eruel~
ties, and cool, deliberate murders, asare a reproach to hwinan nature!
. NOTE (10.) i e e
" 'The Doctrines of the Methodists are those maintained by the Church
of England, in her Articles, Homiles, and Liturgy. From these they
have never deviated ; and for this grand reason, hecause they have
a@lways.been persuaded that they are doctrines accarding to godliness.
Ta the following sentimnerits of the late Bishop Horseley dhey yield an
unqualified assent.- o o T
- ¢'The assumption, that faith and practice are separable thingy, is &
oss mistake, or rather a manifest contradictian. . Practical holiness
18 the end ; faith is-the means : and to supﬁose faith and practice sepa-~
rable, is ta suppose the end attainable without the use .of the: means.
The direct contrary is the trath.  The practice of religion will always
thrive, in proportion as its dectrines are generally uwaderstood .and
Armly received ; and the practice:will degenerate and decay, in pro~
portion as the' doctrine is misunderstood. or ected. It.is true,
* thérefore, that it is the great duty of a preacher of the gospel to
press the practice of its precepts upon the consciences of men; but
then it is equally true, that it is his duty to enforce this practice in a
particular way ; namely, by inculcating its doctrines. 'The motives
" which the revealed doctrines furnish, are the only motives he has ta
do with, and the only motives by which religious guty can be effectu-
ally enforced.” ¢ Ivam aware,’’ continues the Bishop, ‘< that it has
been much the fashion, to suppose a want of capacity in the common
Reople, to be carried any great length in religious knowledge, more
than in the abstruse sciences. That the world and all things.in it had
a Maker ; that the Maker of the world made man, and gave bim the
Iife he now enjoys ; that he who first gave life, can at any time restore
it; .that he can punish, in a future life, crimes which ‘he: suffers to be
committed with:impunity in this; some of these first principles of
religion, the vulgar, it is supposed, may be hrought to comprehend.
Baut the. peculiar doctrines of revelation, the Trinity of persons in the
undivided Godhead ; the incarnation of the Second Person ; the expiv
ation of sin by the Redeemer’s sufferings and death; the efficacy of
hig intercession ; the mysterious commerce of the believer's soul with
the Divine Spirit; these things are supposed to be far above their
reach. If this were really the case, the condition of man would indeed
be miserable, and the proffer of mercy, in the gospel, little better than
a mockery of their wee ; for the consequence would be, that the coms
mon peaple could never be carried beyond the firat principles of what
is called natural religion. Of the efficacy of natural religion, as a
rule of action, the wotld has had the long experience of 1600 years,
For so much was the interval between the institution of the Mosaic
charch, and the publication of the gaspel.. During that interval, cery
tainly, natural religion was left to try its pawers in the heathen world,
The result of the experiment is, that its powers are of no avail,
Among the vulgar, natural religion never produced any effect at all ;
among the learned, much of it is to be found in their writings, little

~ -
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in therr lives. -Butf this natural religion, 4@ thing of no practical
efficacy; as experiment has demoonstrated; be the utmost bf religion
which, the comwmon peoplé can receive; thén is our preaching vain,
" Christ:djed in vain, and man must still perish., Blessed be God !
the case is fur otherwise. As we have, 'on thé one aide; expetimental
proof of the insignificancé of what is called natural itligion} so, on
the other, in the success of the first preachers 6f Chtistiaffity we have
au experimental -proof of the sufficiency of revealed religion to those
very ends inwhich patural teligion failed. In their success we have
experimental proof, that there is nothing in the great mystery of god-
fifess, which the vulgar, more than the learned, want capacity to ap=
prehend, since, upon the first preaching- of the gospel, the illiterates
the scorn of pharisaical pride, who_kned wot the taw, and. were there-
¥ore deemed accursed, were the first to understund and to embrace the
Christian doctrine.” ‘ S BT L
' The truth of these sentiments has been exemplified: in the sound
Conversion of many thousinds in-the middle and lower walks of life,
by the insttumentality of seeh presching, by-the Methodists, as the
great prelate just now quoted, so earmestly recommendes .-

S
- S .. NOTE (1t =~ "~~~
. - Never whs there a denomination- of Christians more free from 2
‘sectarian spirit or practice, than that of the Methodists. Hence many
thousands of them statedly attend the service .of the Established
‘Church, ‘and -as meny of them as cheose, that.of different denosina-~
tions of Dissenters. 'Ta the cburch, as by law established, they are,
#s 2 body, decidedly frieadly.; but they, at the same time, tuke every
it opportunity.of expressing their Christian love to the wany thous
sands of Dissenters, whose holy and peaceable lives evince, that they
ve true members of the’Church universal in the right way. .~ "
. BN T _ ) P T -
 From their learned, pious, and venerable Founder, ‘the Mcthodists
i::blbed, the.purest principles of 'loyalty. Upon those principles they
ave acted, since their rise as a people, with ‘sych steudingsy and cori-
‘Bistency, that, even _ﬂ}gir’_zgi}einiés in general Beitg judges, they !nny
b? justly considered some of “the wiost loving ‘and “peaceable subjecty -
of the British Gevernment, Dr. Biichanan, ‘a ‘tén well scquainted
avith both the ciyil ém(in religious ‘world, has, in a note te ‘oneof hij
seriadMy, given the following. description’of Metbiodism 20d Metho-
dists. ¢ The usual name-of religious repréach at this day is MrETHON
DisT; aterm first used at Oxford, a'mg derived from the prevnOD
which sowe religious students ebserved in the employment of theijy
gime. So farit is-an honourable appellation. Tt'is mow applied- to
any man of pare and anaffected piety, aid is, in shorf, another term
or a CurisTiaN. Of the Methodists, Paley says, in his Eviderices of
Christianity, that in regard to piety to God, 4nd purity of life, ther.
sagy ke compared to ¢the priﬁiitiv&i;‘ Christians.” T‘: name Methodise

o
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- The - sole reason why- places of worship dre erected among u
preachers sent forth, and;Sdcnetles formned,.iss that people may be 1
to practise religious dutics,—to lwe. God with all their hearts ins

wardly, and to serve him putwardly with all their strength. Nor do °

we, to-our knowledge; admit any person into these Societies, or keep
any person in them, who lives in the neglect of these duties; and in
proof of the trath. of this obsetvation | appeal to the very Rules of
&ur Societizs, which in express. tenns, .require .all who Jjoin, or cons
tinue in-these Societies, to cvidenge their desire of fleeing from the
wrath to come; 1st. By shunning all known sio, guch as profaning the
name and day of God, dmnkenness,ulewduéss, dishonest practices;
and speaking evil of Ministers er Magistrates: 2nd. By doin food
works to the utmost of their power, as feéding the hungry, amf cloth-
fng the naked: #itd, adly, l;)yo-':tmnding all the erdinances of God,
and using all the mesms of -grace in private and public. .

" This is # tatterthat is eapable of evident demonstrative proof, in

alt parts of the nation. ‘The Rules of our Society may be had, for
vie penny; or for nothing, wherever we have a Chapel or Society ; and
full datisfaction obained, whethet they are adhered to ;—whether any
ous are admitted into, or contimued in our Societies, who habitus
slly breal them. - - e . :
ith what face, then, can ahy uvge, that the increase of the Methas
dists is the cause of the n?lbct of religious duties, seeing they are cons
stantly inculcating those duties ; anfl do rot receive into or keep in their
igties any whe lives in the neglect of them!! I know that it
Thas b nn‘rgesel;;‘::: é, that wedruw people from the Church, and from:
the sacrament in the Church. - But supposing this were ttue; (whichj
in genetﬂ,'it‘fs'no‘t,z it would fiot follow that we tiade people neglect
Tehgious {nties, -unless it ¢an be shewn, that religious duties must of
Jecessity, be canfited to the Church of Englarid, and thet God c‘ui)ﬁ:
Jbe yorshipped .aceeptably aﬁ‘} where else, - But it isnot true:
‘thousands in differént pdrts of the kingdom who seldom, .ot nevet
‘came within the Chiirch walls, till they heard us, but loiterd away
the’precious hours of the Lord's day in their own houses, or Wickedly
#pent. them in ale-houses, or in idle recreatidns, or visits, or in” jours
neys of pleasure, or in worldly business,—now see thie €vil of such
“practices, and have abiandoned themn; attend divine service in thé
-Chuxch of England, once or twice every Lord’s duy, and the Lord's
supper whenever it is administered in the Chburch, which in country
places, it is to be deplored, is not-often. Tk
“"But while thé Methodists, from g)‘rimiple', not policy, -are, as &
body, well-affected to the Established Church, they are far from cene

[ 4
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. "The possession of true mti‘gwn; wheieh i mﬁﬁnf short of ‘love 6
"God and all mankind, neveriails to b notempanied by & sinteréand
eamest desire, that all may become ety ili-tthne; il ofder to- theit
being happy in eternity.  This: adosunts for the geal ‘manifested in
imitive and moderm times, for the untvessut-diffusion -of relighiug
“truth. Had the Methodists nothing (i view but to lnciltéate eerthin
peculiar notions bf theit awn, as sothe, undeqdinted:with thelr princi.
ples, imagine, or matters of mere speeulativn, which Aot enter into-
the essence of Christienity ; or meant sgerely to form or-incredse u-sec¥,
. or party, they could not be justified, on any principle of religion or'reu=
BoA, in Pree and building"Chapels, és theyido, iwi sb'many parts
of -the United kingdom, in our Colonies abroddy aad 4n- the {Thited
States of Awerica.:” Could sy thiag fess than pure fows td the 3ol
of men have evér ]?bns}:dfthcz"grsmhmfo €xpuse (:;l:ii l“:-;;ug nmis
vent'danger, -as thiey have often done; in darrying the good:tiditigs of
salvation to wq, ‘nay; myniads, who sever attended the C_!nigdu-h“,
'or any ‘other place of worship’? . 'The Clergy af> the Chiureh of Rome,
us every inteligent Protestant knows, sredufficiently zeidows, in their
way, to make proiclytes; buthiow do they manifést theis zead 3o 14 it
by preaching therpure Gospel to the grosely intmiendl, et of whom
are.gs ignorant of the nature and ‘design of Chsetianity as-the Hin
doos? No; but, when in Pwel{" by .enforcing conformity - to their

~
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1o believe, that he would have risen lohg ago and ‘maintéined his owh
cause, either by sending the famine or pestilence among us, or by
pouring out his fary in blood. And many wise and hely men. have
Trequently declared,.tlrat they -daity expected this; that they daily
Jooked for the patience Vof@d to give place, and judgment to rejoice
over mercy. ) . : e P e
_ ¢ Just at this time, when we wanted little of fiNing' wp the
‘measure of our iniquities, two ot three clergymnen of the CsurcH of
ExcLAND begsn vehemently ‘to' call’ sinmers to repentance. .. Many
_thousands gathered together to hear thém'; and in ‘every place where
they came, maiy began to shew sach a’ concern: for teligion, as. they
had never done before. A stronger imppedsion was made on . their
minds, of the importance of things eternal, and they had more earnest
desires of serving God, than-they had ever hed from their earliest
childhood. Thus did God ‘begin to draw them toward himself; with
the cords of love, with the bands 6f a'man, > =« ..ot g
' Many of these were in a ‘short time deeply contrinced of the nam-
Der dnd heinousness of their sins. - They were: also.made thoronghly
sensible of the evil of those tempéfs; whithare justly hateful to God
and man, and of their utter ignorgnce of God, and entire inability, of
‘themselves, either to know, Jove, -or'serfe him. Atthe same time they -
saw, in the strongest light; the 1'7:3:5:?«*:{:1‘ their outside religion :
nay, and often confedsed it before God, as.the.most abominable Aypo-
crisy. Thus did they'siik-deeper and deeper- into. that repentance,
which must.ever precede faith in Christ. - And from hence sprung
Jruits meet for Yepentance.- The drankerd became sober.and. tempe-
Jate; tht whoremonger abstained ‘from adultery and fornication ; the
anjist’ from ’pp‘rpres’sloi\ and wrong. - He that bad been accustomed to
Jurie and swear, for many years, now swore ne'more. | The sluggard
began to work with his hands; that he iight ‘eat his own bread. The
miser learned to degl Hiébread ‘to the hun«i?,md to.cover the paked
with'a garment." 'l'rggeed the iwhole forns of ‘their Jife was .cbanged,
They had left off 'doing evil; and'leained tq dowells « . 1 i) oy |
© ¢« But this was notdll:* ©Ver pnd above this outwward change, they ber -
gan to experience inward réligion. . ~Fhe love of God was shed abroud
' their hea¥ts, which they continue toenjoy to this day. Apd this love
constrains them' to love all-mankind, ail the children of the Father of
eaven and earth, and inspires. thent with every hely and beayenly tem-
r, the whgle 1ind that-was in°Ghrist.:: Hence it-1s that they are now
niform 10 theit behaviour; unblamable in:alktheir canversation. And
in whatsoever state they are, they hava:lesmed therewith to be con-
fent: insomuch that now they can in. every thing give thanks.: they
-more than patiedtly acquiesce, ‘they'rejoice amd are. exceeding glad,
in all God's'disgensations tgward them: -For as long.as they love God
[(an&that lové no man taketh'from them) they are happy in God. Thus
they galinly travel on thréugh Jife, being never weary nor faint in their
mindd, never repining, mermaring, - or dissatisGed, .casting all their
care upon God, 'tiﬁnt%:e hour comes thatthey g¢hould drop this.cover-
ingof earth, and returd unto the great Father of Spirits. Then espe-
ially it is, that they rejoice with joy wnspeakeble and full of glory,
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You whe cradit it not,. eome and. see.. .See -l i
Chiistians, T ST e e these. ling and dyiog
- - #4 Now, if these things are. 89, what reasonable man can’ deny that
1God is now. visiting this wation, in a far other. manner than we had
e t0-expect. Instead.of pauring out hig fierce displeasure upon.
* us, he hath made yet another tender of mercy : so that even when sin
e Yoo, she grocs of Gl ich brangert s, resont slvatio
- ¢ Yea phe grece of - ringeth salvation, present salvation
from inwerd and outward sin, hath shounded of latePteprs in such &~
degree as neither we noy qur. fathers have known. How extensive is
the change which bes-been wronght on the minds and lives of the
people L. . Know. ye not.that the sound is gene forth into all the Jand 2
‘That shere is searee a city or cousiderable town to be fonud, where
.- seme bave not been roused aut of the sleep of death, and constrained
‘60 ery out, inthe bitterness.wof. their sonl, What must I do to be
saved# ‘That this religious copcerr has spread to eve y.age and sex:
to.most orders and degvess of anen 2. o abnadance of these'in parti-
eular, whe in tune past, were accounted mansters of wickednes
drinking in iniquity lika weters and commuitting pll. ynclganuess with
8' : 0S8, . " . ool e s 3, - g nte ’;'.‘ S L
4 Jn what age has sach .8 work beem wrought, considering the
swiytness ‘as well as the extens. of it 2 .When have such numpers of
siiners, in so shost & time, . besp. recovesed ftom the ervor- of their
ways? ‘When hath. religion,  will not sgy, since the Reformation,
but since the time: of Constoating the Great, made soaﬁrge 3 progress
in uny nation, within so small a gpace? I helieve, hardly.can either
ancient or weodern bistory, supply up with a parallel instange, ., " -
* « Let wnderstanding men obgerve also the depth of the wark, so
estensively and swifily, ~ 1% 18. not a, glight or superficial
thing :- but multitudes of men have been g thoroughly convinced o
sin; that their.dowes: wero smaten qsupder, ag it were, with a sword,
div(dinf‘tba Jomes mnd ithe maprow. Mapy of these have been shertly
after filled with joy end: peace in, believing, And in ihe power of
this faith they have trampled wader.foot, whatever the world accounts
either terrible or desirable: having evidenced in the severest trials, so
fervent a’love to God,me. invariable and tepder a goodswill to mau
_kind, particularly to their enesies, and such a measpre of all the
froits of - heliness; as were.not upwerthy the apestolic age. "Now
fleep a repestance, .so fivm & faith, such fervent love d,-nnb!gunsh;s
holiness, - wrought in:eo Eany - peraewsy; within. so shart a time, the
wotld has not seen for maRy.ages. - ..z . .o .- L
- -« No less remarksble:in the, purity, of the religion which has ex
tended itself so deeply and qwiftly. .} speak particularly with regard to
the doctrines held by. those rmeng whom it is ¢xtended, - ‘Thase of
the Church of Ei -4t Jeast, mpst soknowledge this.” For where
1s there u body of people in:the yeglm, who, numher for pumber, sq
closely adhere to what our Ghusch delivets ag pure doctrine # 'Where
are those who have approved and d&.ﬂpmsa': themselves wiore ortho=
dox, mere-sound . in theis:opinjrs< ., s there ,g,.%;iman or drian
emong them all 2. Nay,. mepe you 39 -;eg:;,te},he .whale catslogue of

el e e~y
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Aeresies, etiaritersied by Bishep Pedrson, it miglit be'astoed; Who ay
lay any one of these go.tho\r» charge? o o o
. s Nor i their religion.more pure from: Adrwsy; than it is frem supers
prition. 1n formier tmes, wiverever an unusual concern for the thiage
of God hatlvappedred, on the oae. hand, strange end erroncous opi~
aions continwelly sprang up with it; -on the other, a acal for things
which ‘were no part o rqlmq ‘though they bad been esseatial
branches of -it. -~ And muiy laid.u8 gweed: (if not, greater) stress
on tlifles, as on the weightitr matters of the :law. - But it has mot
been so in the present case. INo stresa bas been lsid on any thing, as
though it were. nedessary” to salvationy but what is undeniably con~
. tained, and represented as ‘such, in the ‘word:of God.:. And of the
things centained therein, the stress laid.on escly bhas been.in prepors
tion to the nearnces of ‘its relation, t& what s there lavd down as the
sum-of "all, the leve of God-and dur neighbour. So pure from super-
Stitiony ve thoroughly scriptwralis that: religion which has lately spresd
#n-this natiow. It ie likewide ratiowal as well -as geriptural; it is as
from enthuseiasm, a8 from ition. - It is.true, the contrary

89 bieen continmally afirmed. But to aflirm is one thing, to prove
anwsthern, ‘Who will rnw-thatxt is enthusiasm to lyve GGod, even tho’
we ldve kit with -all our-heart? . To r¢joice in a ¢ense of hig love tg
ws? ' To praise him, .even. with ail aur strength?. Who is able to
make good thh.clﬂrg:ximt the Juve of all mapkind 2 - Or, layipg
rhetorical fluarishes aside, t0-come clese 1o the-question, and deman-
etrate; that it is enthusiasm, in every state we are i, thevewith. to be
content 2 - Y waen:of veason, give me a man, who, setting raillery and
ill nanres apart; will maintain this by dint of ergument.” If net, owa
&his religion is-the thing you seek} sobet; mghly, rational, divipe:
however exposed to the otnsure of: those who sre accustomed to reyile
what they endeérstand mot. .- .. . <o o8 0
es It may farther be sbservedy the religion of-those we: now speek
of, 1s-entively clear-of bigo?q{;»? (Perbapsthis might have been ranked
with npcrstih'm iof which- it weorns t0. heonly & partictlar species,)
'They are twv#o wise digotted to opimiens. ~They do indeed hold right
opintons, - Bat-they.are particularly cautioks- not to vest the weight
of Christianity there. They have no-such ovel n fondness for any
nirere:6pinisis, as %o think these alone will make them Christiaus, - or
te- comfine -their dffection wr ‘esteem’ to :those who agree with them
theréin,: Ner are they -Bigotted to any .branch of practical religion,
Théy desire indeed to.be exant-in. every jot aud tittle, in: the wery
Amullest pointe of Christian practice. . But they are not atteched 19

- 'one point'mose thun.anotfier - they aém , at .unsform, upiversal obedi+
ence. - They ecentend fovnothitig t#ifling, an if it were impostant ; for
nothing indifferént, as if it wete necessary ; -for nothing circomstan.
:i:‘{, as if it were essential to Christinnity, but for. every thing in itg

en v o ol N o N - o . Lo

©. -« Above ull, let it-bw observed, that this religion has no mixture of
vice or unholiness in it. It gives no man of any.rank-or, profession,
the least licénce to sin. fvmukes wo.allewence to any person, for un<
gedliness-of eny kiad. -.Nu.tha; all who, follow after, have attained
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in thid'or any other age of the'church. . The génerality will say, ¢ At
this rate, the inafority. of these:who call.themselves Christians, do not
‘ébews:Anow their ouwn religion.’: It is.devoutly. to be wished that this
wére yiot‘the case ;* that even manyi who: have written ably. in deféence
of iChristianity; had themselves known its.nature.. Much.of the ad-
vantage that: Deéism' has gdined, had then:been prevented : :we shonld
have had-iote of the experimental prodf: and that-scripture:had heen
better known, ¢He that:believeth ih-the Son of :God hath the witness
in himself,’ (1 John v. 20.§ Sceptical dowbts will vanish before stub-
born fucts. ' Wereé the ‘gospel . itsélfi understood;) little .time need.be
spent’ on iits-evidenees.: . One sight of the sun'is sufficient. to paiut.out
its glorivnsi Author. . In all things else, experionce is allowed:to be the
best schoolmaster ; ini religiowonly,. it is tetmed enthusiasm.”, .. i<
By properly insisting on_this: doctrine -of . the. dinine :infisence, in
connection' with ‘the’ ethér. ehstutial {doctrines of' Christianity, . and/by
imculcating practical religion; i all its branches; the Methodists have
beei mhade; by the great’Head of the Church, instruments c f:a great
petival -of rpute-religien.: ‘And -in: ddinggood 1o the souls of their
Tellowssubyedts;! they- have:contributed much: even! to -théir tempotil
interests;’ and' to- thre: pédee and ‘prosperity of the pation.... Even on:the
broad: ground ‘of .their: nhorals being improved;: which:.few : of their
" &memies"with: call in"question; they nay be justly. considered ds a:great
ddvantage, ‘in a’ civil ‘point' of-view,: to ‘any ‘country-in whichthey
residé. : ‘The more! characters of: their description>intrease;:-the iless
has that'nation to dread’from popular:ragé or foreigninvasion. - Pious,
upright' Christianis,” whéther in orout of the' Church, make the’ best
- dubjeetsat- all times ;' dnd are most to be:depended - upon :in the hour
of alsrni‘and danger.° Imniorabiten may be swbject: to the civil pewer,
through fear-of spuhishihent, : when they ' conceive disobedience’ would
affeéct - their - temporul-interests 5 bat’ trie :Christians: ave subject. for
eonbdence’ sake,> i 1 L ietog g § e ses e o onsh el vund

":’:rf:ﬁn 1

Wt Lan O atos ™ RTINS 2 3
ERT BT ] i ey ! Ariuiot T Tt
Py boledpord Bovsaierg zto?g‘(.’l'?‘).» YibLe cgnbeiiyg Lo ool
.. Al pretensions, to; piety. without henevolence, .are {onnderi m, defp-

sion ;; for he that loyes, God loves all, mankind, his; greatést, enemies
not :eypefﬁed-, - Now, love to. God,:being. an active principle, manin

. fests 1tself by acts of beneficence, . accordipg. to . the ability, of -its, pas-
gessors, ., To do geod. te the boflies as, well a5, to the, spuls of: men, has
always been a standing Rule of the Methodists. . Many; of, them:haye
Jong been respectable 1o ciyil life; and, cansequently baye. had ability
as, well s, inglination,, to; contribute o, the; support of . public and
‘priyate Chyrities.  ; Have, they eyer discoyered any reluctance; to, supr
port the; charigable mstitutions of: their country,. according to their
%ver»?n None who know them will jsay they have. - With,whom did

the Benevolens, or. Strangess), Friand Soniesy onginate?., A Societys
the,yisiters of which;distgihute maany; thopsends of: pounds anpually,

. 'ﬁmezg;meﬁmﬁszfﬁgpglm .amzo dﬁm@;?f,tbﬁz-h?q@?,; xaig-;ﬁ T:n]:t
€LY, . Which qoes, honour,to, the present,ags;. was_formed by, the
Bre?thodlsts. To obtain relief frou(n}lr that socie:ygf’distress, by whoymsbc
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eder flt, whether Qhristitn, Turks Jew; or Infidsl; is & suflicient
recorhmenddtion. Itid true; many bamevelént mdmduah, not amagbyg
the Mdthodists; assist in sup porting the funds of that institution; but
us it originsiéd with, so it 18 clndf .supported by; the Methodistsr
’!‘he Sunday Sé¢hool mstitution, nuw beteming geneml, owed; far
ineipal support of its fundn, to the Callections mede
au«ﬁl Nor though the Methedists hdve beed
ciaeﬂy the téachérs in thmsdiods, Jbave I ever heatd, exeept in oné
instnce, thiat any of theds teceived the leaat rewsnd or gratuity for
their exertions: ¢ The lnxuiry of deing good” hu beew to them, and
il isy mere than . a suflicient retompence. M thomnds whom
thlethemtmctalagﬁadmhﬁe,a%unhc& bythur fo¥
religion, r their superiorsy t.mtdn ab
o o t?&:mmmm i iinton
pon. the w/ ment nmteohon
mbumeﬂt, thqdom If they be ih géneral henesty iidua:
trions in their callings, dnd good sitbjécts, m melit e protection
;:ﬂlé dehut?:yw thth;y hve; !ftheybeo.lao woéful
© ety; readyy a8 pﬂeexptmlt;»mryw
and zealous in thie exerdiee-of universal. bqneh»lenne they even
Mﬁemﬁrdgnhent. - Now W dppesirsy I think, .from the dbrers
wations I have made; that they. fairly deserve these charaeters. . But
ﬁbmﬂm modter of the grestestimportance; which should siet
i God lmrcmheﬁr tlieit efforts to reform mafikind with -
m mecesp Not fewer; 1 am: perswaded, than. « milliott and
s half of péople, in the British Eropire and. Amegm indluding these
whe heve d ﬁmhfdmthefuﬂnf(hmt; the last s
have reforimed: in puincipld and prictice by sheir i
mwy dmd: have given all te evidenca of. it; that ean veasonably
b2 desived. - Holingss td@ards Godd and- nghtebmtomtdsm
have taken place of irreligion and immorality, in thousandes and. teps
of thousmd‘; of instances. Persons who were immersed in selfish~
ness, and were only remarkahle f tousness, ambition, or the
love of pleasure, {ave foah l!hen- hea enlarged, humbled, and
ea, the Iove of Gody and M nraiking} &' thut they Kave
it foy l::iuhef; eo::lm.ﬁm;&m» itw te
SEis of é¢ dnd-puf SYowid HheK; a
PHesr am the statd df'ﬂgli'gibn oW ovality in tte Eriphies m’d‘
Yikve até acedrate observations on ﬂs&mn&w o the ?fé
conﬁm'aﬁe% ony; Ll 1

' dny TnteBipunt: adilcut: pﬁs‘&ﬂ* Vi the w‘w w
Jmmw, the Eust find Sw%ﬁ'é ot ORI e; th‘éﬁdi%
o paves of - nmme, e cmzm in, 4 b

NorrRemizi A a&m
mm.vofemaa uwm méeewme’. d NP
W&ve e of any Mtbthm\akm 3 anit CHSY thodd

the o Wiilehy wAaRY CI68; they Rfvé HEeH it
ueﬁmlmaomg; biécatie' thede i He eaemtiug the: Hifpbrtatiee of
Mbgmmh, wm&eso&amémﬁmnweuo
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announce to men, which he sealed with his blood, and confirmed by
his- resurrection ; nor the value of those souls, for whose redemption
he expired on the cross, He himself has assured us, that there is
Joy in Reaven over ome sinmer that repenteth; how much more then
over thousands and myriads ! ’

- FINIS.
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