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THE

Infpector of Methodyfin Injfpetied, &e.

To the Epitors of the CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.‘, ,

GENTLEMEN,

I Have been a conflant reader of the Chriftian Qbferver,
from its firk publication, and acknowledge that I have
received both pleafure and profit from the perufal of that
Periodical Work. - Moft of the pieces inferted in it, have
appeared to me worthy of commendation for their ¢ruth and
importance, and but few to merit cenfure. . The mode-
ration which you have.manifefted on the fubjects of con-
troverfy, between thofe that believe the doérine of General,
and thofe who hold that of Particular Redemption, with
your conftant care to guard your Readers againft Antino-
mianifm and falfe-liberty, on the one hand, and felf-righ-
teoufnefs and formality on the other, has met with my moft
decided approbation. I have efpecially much approved of
the impartial manner in which feveral books have been re-
viewed in your Work. I might mention the Rev, Mr.
Overton’s True Churchman, Simeon’s.Skeletons of Ser-
mons, Magee’s Difcourfes on the Atonement, Paley’s Na-
tural Theology, Hayley’s Life of Cowper, Bates's Rural
Philofophy, and many others. I have, indeed, had fuch an
high opinion of your judgment in this particular, that if
you commended a book, it was, with me, a fufficient tefe
timony in its favour; and on this ground I have recom
mended fundry Publications thus approved, and at the ‘fa'mc
time have taken oecafion to. promote, in different parts 3 the
| A2 Kingdom,
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Kingdom, the circulation of the Chriffian Obferver, as a
Work well calculated to ferve the interefts of genuine re-
ligion and virtue. Sorry am I therefore to obferve that in
fome late Numbers you have feemed to depart, and that
in no inconfiderable degree, from your former chara@er of
impartiality. Inftead of attacking only vice and irreligion
in their various forms, defending and clucidating the great
truths of Chriftianity, and promoting a fpirit of love, har-
mony and mutual forbearance, among all the true difciples
of our common and divine Mafter, you appear to have
deviated into an uncharitable and fe@arian Spirit, and have
hegun to entertain unworthy jealoufies of fome denomina-
tions. of Chriftians, who in certain leffer matters, differ
from you. The Methodifts, of late in connettion with the
Rev. John Wefley deceafed, have, in particular, been the
ebjets of uncandid animadverfion. I fhall pafs over fome
indire& attacks made upon this numerous bedy of Chrif-
tians, whofe fole aim and ‘endeavour it has long been to
fpread true religion- and virtue in the world ; and fhall
principally notice your Number for September laft, in
which, in a more dire& manner, you commence hoftilities
againft them.

In that Number you review a Pamphlet entitled,— .
¢ Methodifm Infpefied,” and begin by informing your Readers
that, ¢ this Pamphlet commences with the Author’s Re- -
marks on fome Accounts, recently publithed by the Ar-
minian Methodifts, of the progrefs and proceedings of their
Miffionaries in Ireland.” Now, this I muft notice as a
miftake. Dr. Hales’s Pamphlet commences, not with re-
" tharks on any accounts of our Miffions in Ireland recently
publithed, but with an hiftory of the ¢ new mode of
tinerant Preaching adopted, of late years, by the followers
of Mr. Wefley” in that country. ¢ Their Miffionaries,"
the Do&or tells us, ¢ frequent Markets and Fairs, and

harangue on horfeback in the moﬂ crowded places of pubhc
sefort ;"
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refort :”’—¢¢ That t‘hty wear black coifs, or fkull-caps, like
the Puritans formerly ;”’—¢¢ an ufage condemned,” Dr. Hales
fays, ¢¢by St. Paul, when it crept into the diforderly church
of Corinth,” he having fignified that, “ Every man praying
or prophefying, that is preaching, having his head covered
dithonoureth his head :”” That they are ¢ no lefs aftentatious
than the Pharifees of old, who loved to pray, ftanding in
. the corners of the ftreets, to be feen of men : ”—That they
¢ compafs fea and land to make profelytes, and literatly
compel all within hearing, traders, and paffengers.in the
ftreets and highways, to come in to their fold, with a per~
fevering zeal, amidft various obftru@ions and annoyances of
oxen, f{wine, and noify dealers; ’——contrary, the Doétor
‘thinks, tw our Lord’s prudential mazim, ¢ Give not that
which is boly unto dogs, neither caft ye.your pearls before
fwine ; left [the fwine] trample them under their feet, and
[the dogs] turn and tear you.”

Such, Gentlemen, is the commencement of this Pam.
phlet ; and this commencement, I think, you fhould not
have paffed over without favouring the public with fome
remarks on the extraordinary particulars it contains.. As
Chriftian Obfervers, your office called upon you to inform
the friends of chriflianity, what your judgment is of this
new mode of Itinerant Preaching, and whether you think
it deferves countenance and fupport, or merits condemnation
.and oppofition. You might alfo have contributed -to the
direGtion and relief. of fcrupulous confciences, and thereby
eventually have ferved the caufe of religion, by giving us
your opinion refpeting the Door’s difcovery, viz. that
the chriftian men at Corinth wore black caps, and that for
a man, when he is praying or preaching, to wear a black
eap, or to have his head covered with a cap of -any kind,
is a breach of an Apoftolic Precept. It might have gn-

fwered fome valuable end, likewife, if you had told uUs
whether you agree with the Doer, in judging that thofe
¢ noifly
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& ‘ﬁc;ify dcalers, traders and paffengers,” who are found i
‘the ftreets ‘of Towns and Cities, and in the highways
Ieading to them, on Market and Fa:r-days, are fuch ¢ dogs
and fwine;,” as our Lord intended in the paffage referred
to; and, if fo, whether the dorines:of the Gofpel are
thofe ¢ holy things,” and ¢ pearls,” which muft not be
given to or caft before them. You would then, in courfe,
have proceeded to inform us, whether fuch perfons are to
be permitted to continue in fin and folly unmiolefted ; or;
if not, what better mode can be ufed to bring them to re-
pentance, than that of preaching the Gofpel to them. And
on the fuppofition that you judged the Do&or’s opinion on
this head to be rational and fcriptural, and that the truths
- of Chriftianity are not to be declared to or inculcated upon

fuch, no doubt you would have thewn us how Jefus Chrift

and his Apoftles, who continually preached in ftreets and
lanes of Towns and Cities, and in the highways and open
Places of the country, to perfons of all defcriptions, can be
‘exempted from the charge of the fame fin and folly of
¢¢ giving that which is holy to dogs, and cafting pearls
before {fwine.” .1 hope, alfo, that if you had judged proper
to notice this commencement of the Pamphlet, your charity
would have enabled you to difcover, and would have in-
clined you. to affign a better reafon, why men, praying and
preaching in the open air, amidft rain and fnow, froft and
cald, fhould cover their heads, whether with black or white
caps, than the defire of attralting attention by appearing
Jingular ; and a better reafon for a Miffionary’s preaching to
the poor and ignorant Irith Catholics in the ftreets, than

¢ Oftentation.” However, as you have not been pleafed

to notice this commencement of the Do&or's Work, we
muft be obliged to forego the pleafure and edlﬁcatlon we
might have received from your remarks.

To return to your Critique.—Mentioning thefe ¢ Ac-.

counts recently publithed,” (which, by the by, are only two

private
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private Letters, not written, nor originally intended foy
publication,) you fay, ¢¢ After briefly and juftly cenfuring
thefe accounts, Dr. Hales proceeds to difcufs, &ec.”’—¢¢ After
jutly cenfuring thefe Accounts!!” Permit me to enquire,
here, Gentlemen, have you feen and confidered the Letters
to which Dr. Hales refers, and have you afcertained and
compared them with the fa@s in queftion? Or, have you
contented yourfelves with merely cafting your eyes over the
garbled extra&, (garbled indeed moft ftrangely !) which the
Do&or has made from them, without being at the pains by
yourfelves, or your agents, to examine, on the fpot, whether
the accounts are true? « 1f, as I fufpe&, you have only dong

the latter, I prefume, you are not fufficiently qualified to -

decide whether the accounts are juftly or unjuftly cenfured.
But Jet us obferye §h9 patur¢ of the genfyre which the
Doétor pronounces upon them, ¢ Thefe few Extra@s,”

fays he, ¢¢are fufficient to fhew what manner of fpirit -

they are of,” In this Dr. Hales is partly right. Even
thefe Extrats, imperfe@ and unfairly made as they are,
thew, in fome deggee, altho' not fufficiently, not as the entire
Letters wouyld have thewn, fome of the beft paffages being
omitted, what fpirit thefe Miffionaries are of. . They thew
that they are influenced by an high degree of the fpirit of /ovs
to God and man, and with an ardent zeal for the glory
of God and the good of their fellow-creatures, perithing
for lack of knowledge and of grace.

" Were it not for thefe and fuch like qualities, I
cannot conceive what thould induce any thinking man,
gmdilcd, although but with a moderate fhare of cormmon
fenfe, to undertake fuch labours, and expofe himfelf to

fuch bardfhips, dangers, and fufferings, as thefe zealous
and mdcfangable Miffionaries undergo. It is an eafy:

fhmg for a' Rev. Divine, in his warm and comfortable
*mlour, or, for ¢ The Chriftian Obferyer,”. in a'comma-
' dious

A bl cav . mm . . w~ O~
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dious habitation, to cenfure fuch men and their proceedinge,
and to impute their labours to unworthy motives : Bat who
of thofe that cenfure them will ;go and do likewife? Wha
of the Clergy, although folemnly appointed by authority,
which they deem fufficient, and engaged by promife made
before God and his Church, to feck the Joft fheep of Chrift,
wherever they ¢an find them, will imitate good Mr. Gil.
pin, the Apoftle of the North, or the latc Rev. Meffrs.
Woefley and Whitefield, and go out into the ftreets and lanes

of the cities, and into the high-ways and hedges, to compel,

by argument and perfuafion, the fouls that are ignorant and
ready to perith, to enter the fold of Chrif, and become
his people?

Your Englith Readers are, perhaps, not acquainted
with the extreme difficulty, if not abfolute impoffibility,
of preaching the Gofpel to the Irith Catholics in any
other way than that pradtifed by the Methodit Mil-
fionaries. The poor, ignorant, Prieft-ridden Papifts in
Ireland, dare not, in general, venture inta a Proteftant
Church or Chapel, left their Priefts fhould difcover it, and
pronounce the moft dreadful Anathemas againft them. It is
a fa& which I can prove, that Roman Catholic Priefts have
repeatedly ftood at the doors of the Methodift-Chapels, on
winter evenings, with lanterns in their hands, to watch and
prevent their people from hearing the Word of God. A
very refpe&able young man, now in London, firft heard the
Gofpel, from an Irith Miffionary preaching on horfeback,
at the peril of all his comfort, the Priet, at the fame time,
uttering the moft bitter denunciations againft him. It is
lamentable, therefore, that a Proteftant Clergyman fhould
endeavour to turn into ridicule fuch difinterefted and zealous
endeavours to ¢nlighten thefe grofgly ignorant people, when
he muft be fenfible that, in the prefent ftate of things, no
better mode coyld poffibly be adopted. :

’ ‘ Pu
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Dr. Hales proceeds to fay, ¢ That they court pesficita
#on, and arc willing to lay down their lives for the fake of
the caufe in which they are embarked, and even to give -
theii bodres to be burned, as a proof of their fincerity, we
can fcarcely doubt.” 1 acknowledge, Gentlemen, that I
doubt the whole of this. I fee no fhadow of proof that-
thefe Miffionaries ¢¢.court perfecution.” T cannot imaginé
what good it thould do them, or the caufe in which they are
engaged. And as to their ¢¢ being willing to lay down theit
Hves,” or, ¢sgive their bodies to be burned,” altho’ I am-
well convinced of their fincerity, and of their great zeal in
the work, I dare not affirm, that their religion would carry
them thro’ fuch a trial; and, I fincerely hope, that it will
not be put to that teft. Dr. Hales, it feems, however, has
a different view of them, and can fcarcely doubt either of
thefe particulars, altho’ evidently in contradiion the one
to the other; that is, he can fcarcely doubt but that
perfons who  ¢¢ court perfecution,” and thereby commit
known fin, will, neverthelefs, have fuch fortitude given
them -in the time of trial, that they will be willing to lay
down their lives for the fake of the caufe in which they are
embarked, and even to give their bodies to be burned in
proof of their fincerity ! ¢ Therefore,” adds he, it is
with real regret and concern we remark, that they feem to
be rather deficient in that evangelical virtue of charity,—
which is unwilling to arraign or cenfure the motives or con-
duét of others, and attribute them to the worft caufes.”

I fee nothing in the Letters of the Miffionaries, even as
garbled by Dr. Hales, to which he can refer here, unlefs it be
the following fentences. “The Romith Clergy know not what
to do to defend themfelves: Vain are all their attempts to
prevent the people from hearing, for keep them they can-
not.”’—¢ We had no oppofition till we came to Tralee, on
the Sabbath :—And there you would have imagined hell was

letloofe! Tho' my voice is pretty loud, I could not be
. ’ B heard :
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heard : Such thouting of men, women, and children, 1 nevet
heard before:  And altho’ we had the Magiftrates (four or
Jive of them, according to their Letter,) on our fide, and Offi-
cers, and Yeomen, and many Proteftants, it did net avail,
But we got the Court-houfe that evening,"and a guard of fol-
diers, and preached to many hundreds. One of them,” (ob- !
ferve : not one of the miffionaries, but one of the Catholics)
¢ faid to their Pricfts, in whefe company he was that night,

¢ Your people are in the dark, ‘and fo you would have it.”:
““From Kerry we went to Skibbereen, where many of the poor
Catholics attended preaching. We preached in the Market-
Place, and had an attentive hearing. Next day, being the
Sabbath, the poor Catholics flocked in hundreds about us;
when a Prieft came riding up furioufly thro’ the people,
and lathing with his whip, on every hand, like a mercilefs
tyrant: ‘Fhe people ran from him, and the crowd being
great, were tumbling onc over another. . After he had dif- |
perfed them, he called them to the chapel, and le&ured them.
A Catholic magiftrate who met him, leGturcd him feverely,
and faid he would write to his Bifhop, and have him dif-

carded. This, I believe, was one of the worft days the
Prieft ever beheld, for all his people feemed to be caft down.
a his condu&.”—¢¢ In Bantry,—we had no. perfecution but
from an old woman, who made a loud noife in the Market,
and came out alfo on the fabbath ; but one of our friends
put her to filence. I thought fatan was very deftitute of
triends, when he had none to bring forward but this poor.
individual.”

"Now, thefe fentences are quoted from the Extraéts which.
Dr. Hales himfelf has made from the Miffionaries’ Letters,
and are the only paffages in them on which he can ground.
his charge of uncharitablenefs. And the reader is left to

© judge whether they can fupport fuch a charge. They appear

to me to contain only a fimple relation of matters of fa&,

(whn.h, if mif-ftated, the Do&or. fhould have difpraved,)
without

— el e .
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without any refletion upon’them whatever, unlefs in twa
inftances ; I mean, 1ft, when the Miflionary obferves,
that << he believed it was one of the worft days the Priet
ever beheld, becaufe all his people feemed to be caft ‘down
at his condu&:” And, 2ndly. that he thought ¢ Satan
was very deftitute of friends, when he had nonc to bring
forward but the poor old woman.” And, I think, few of
my readers will difcover any ﬁrong proofs of unchamablcncfs
in thefe two obfervations;

But what would an impartial Reviewer of Dr. Hales’s
Pamphlet fay to him here? Would he not aflume the
well-known proverb, ¢¢ Phyfician, heal thyfelf 2 Is not
be deficient in this. fame evangelical virtue aof Charity,
when he aferibes the conduét of the Miffionaries to the
worft poffible motive, attributing their preaching in the
ftreets and markets to Offentation, and intimating that theis
wearing Black caps, (with which they eaver their heads,
folely to preferve them from the cold,) is an artifice to
draw attention by the fingularity of their appearance ? Would
not charity have fuggefted fome better motives ta which ta’
afcnbe fuch proceedings *

~ But I have yet another part of the Doétor’s cenfure ta
attend to, ¢ They arrogate to themfalves,” fays he, ¢¢ any
Apoftolical commiffion, fram heaven, reprefent the noife
and fbaking, ¢ries and tears, excited by the vehemence of
their difcourfes, efpecially in the weaker fex, as uneguivacal
figns of the prefence of God, and infallible proofs of the
power of the Holy Ghoft : and their opponents as inftigated,
by the devil.” =
. Where the Doéor finds ground for the former of thefs
charges, I am ata Tofs to conje@ure, difcerning no trace of
the kind in the Letters which he has. quatad. Nor do L
fex any eviderice that they confider ¢ noife and fhaking,
cries and rears; excited by the vehemenee of their difcourfes,,

] uncqmvocal* figns.of the prefence af Gud, and.infallible
B2 proofa
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sproofs of the power of the Holy Ghoft.” It remains;, how
ever, for Dr. Hales to prove, that the mere vehemence of
a preacher’s difcourfe, without any divine influence attend-
ing it, will wafily or ufually produce cries and fears, among
an ignorant and hardened people. I would advife him, or
-any that are of that mind, to make the attempt for a few
times, and I am inclined to think, that notwithftanding all
their pathos and power of perfuafion, they will find it lefs

eafy than they imagine, to produce ¢cries and tears,” in -

thoughtlefs and abandoned finners.  As to the cenfure which
the Do&tor pronounces on the Miflionaries for intimating
that their opponents are ¢¢ inftigated by the devil,” it appears
to me, if their undcrtaliing be of God, and I think that
the Do&or will have hard work te prove that 7t is not, they
who oppofe them in it muft be influenced by fome fuch
enemy of all righteoufnefs ; and, I hope the Re&or of
Killefandra, and the Authors of the Chriftian Obferver,
will take heed to themfelves that they be not found aiding
and abetting him in. his defigns.

If «<the converfion of the great body of Irifh Cathohcs,
to genuine Chriftianity, from the grofs errors of the Church
of Rome, in which they have been, for fo many ages,
immerfed,” be ¢¢indeed,” as this Rev. Divine afferts,
¢ moft defirable, and an event moft devoutly to be withed,"”
let him, and'all others, that have any influence, take care
that they do not pour cold water on any well-devifed and
promifing {cheme, to promote, altho’ but in a fmall degree,
this defirable end, nor lay obftruiens in the way of its ac-
complithment. ¢¢ But,” fays the Do&or, ¢ we apprehend
it is not to be effe@ed by itinerant preaching, even the moft
truly unexceptionable in point of do&rine.”. Perhaps not
entirely, nor ‘to the extent defired or expe&ted: But if it
be cffe@ced in any degree, it will be matter of rejoicing.
And that it may be, and a&ually is, effe€ted in fome degree,
we haWo abundant proof. Dr. Hales, who has been fq

. liberal
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Jiberal in prefenting his readers with quotations from the
‘Letters of the Miffionaries, ought in juftice, not to have
kept back from them the following fentences, which would
‘have caft more light upon thjs fubje than any thing he has
-advanced. In the former Letter, dated Monaughan, Aug.

" 2, 1801, Mr, Graham obferves, ¢ As we pafled through

‘Ballijamesduff, it being the market-day, brother Oufcley
went to fpeak to the market people, who appeared ta be
like the thirfly ground prépared for the falling rain. 1 was
afraid to truft myfelf, (not being well) therefore, I did not

~ ‘go to the Market, until I thought he ftayed too long; and

when I came up, I found the poor Catholics in tears, fome
of them’ fitting on the ground, wringing their hands, and
‘crying for mercy ; at which I could not help fpeaking a
little, and’ praying with them, indifpofed as I was. After
we came to Clones, we vifited Cavan and its neighbourhood,
where a Catholic woman was converted,” (they not only.

" mean from Popery to Proteftantifm, but from fin to right.

eoufnefs,) whofe hufband and daughter were converted the
laft ycar, A f{chool-mafter alfo came to me enquiring.
what he thould do.” ¢¢ In the neighbourhood of Clones,
1 met a woman, whofe hufband was favingly converted,”
(that “is, from popery and from the fervice of fin,) <« laft
year, and I believe thiat fhe is convinced. 1 defired her
to come to Clafs-meeting, and accordingly fhe has fince
met: And 1 have caufe to hope, that both of them will

" be fteady. members of the fociety. Glory be to God, our

Catholic converts are going on fteadily, and, [ truft, they
will prove a leaven in their families, and among their
neighbours. Laft- Thurfday, brother Oufeley preach¢d in
the Fair in this Town, and we had a blefled hearing,

* The truth, when delivered in public, bears down all before

it, ‘and the Lord' is reviving his work in this Town.”
In the fecond Letter, dated from the fame place, the 17th
Qf March followmg, he abferves to Dr, Coke, ¢ Thag
ftrong -

1
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ftrong defire which was in your foul for many years for the
falvation of the poor Catholics, was not in vain. Glory
be to Ged for what he has already done among them. They
have got a fpirit of hearing the Word. 'We had a bleffed
profpeét on our way to Limerick, preaching in the ftreets
and markets. Even in places, where we might have ex-
pgé'tcd nothing but perfecution, we faw them waping and
praying in the open fireets.” '
\ T'hefe paffages of the Letters, which the Do&or prus
dently kepr out of fight, will thew to all who have
charity emough to believe that the Miffionaries do not
tell wilful lies, that they are not 'wighout €NCOUrage~
ment in their work. “Indced, we can produce many inftances
of perfons that were notorioufly ignorant and wicked, who
have been evidently changed in heart and life, and turned,
pot only from the erross of the Church of Rome, but from
the error of their ways, from their fins and vices, to genuihe
piety and virtue, by the preaching of thefe Miffionaries. I
myfelf have met with fome of thefe in Londan, wha, fince
their converfion, have left their bigotted and pqrfccuting‘
friends and relations, have come to England, and are now
pious and exemplary Members of our Socicties. ¢ Bug
whether their converfion to the tencts of Methodifm, fup-
pofing it feafible, by the indefatigable labours of the Mify
fionaries, is, indeed, an objet to be defired by the friends
of fober and rational religion, and of loyal attachment ta
the conflitution of Church and State,” this Proteftant
Pivine thinks, ¢ may well be queftioned.” Permit mg
#o inform this Rev. Gentleman, that the ¢ tenets of Metho-
difm,” to which, by his own confeffion, the Miffionaries
endeavour to convert the Roman Catholsls in lreland, as
T thall foon make appear, ate mo other than the tenets of
the Infpired Writers, and of the Church of England, and
" that the Methodifts in general, and the Miffionaries in
particular, arc as loyal, and as much attached to the cons

" flitatiop of their country, a3 any others of their fellow
{ubjeCis
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fubjedts, and, I am inclined to think, give full as fatisfaGtoryt
proofof it. T do not wonder, however, that Dr. Hales fhould
have a different view of our tenets ; nor will this be a myf-
tery to any one who is acquainted with his fentiments on
the fubjedls in queftion, or with his fingular mode of inter
preting the Holy Scriptares.  But of this by and by. .

In the mean time the Do&tor tells us, that ¢ until thé
falutary work of reformation fhall begin with the Romifth
Clergy themfelves ; until they thall pray with the underfiand~
ing, and celebrate the Mafs in Englith, like the reformed
Romith Church in America; until they fhall recommend.
it to their flocks to read the Holy Scriptures in approved
tranflations ; and not, on the contrary, perfift ia prohibiting,
and (in fome inftances, I am informed of late,) even burn~
ing copies of the New Teftament in Englith and krifh, dife
feminated among the Roman Catholics, by the pious and
well-meant zeal of Proteftant Clergymen and Laymen ; in.
vain may we look to any radical reform os ¢vangelical con-
varfion of the Roman Catholics in Ireland.”

In this point, Gentlemen, I prefume, you will hardly be.
of theDo&or’s mind. 'You will rather think, that.if the work
of reformativn in Ireland can only begin with the Romifh:
Glergy, whofe inveterate enmity againft Proteftantifm and the,
true and genuine Scriptures, according to his own confeffion, is.
fo great, that they even feize upon and burn copies of the.
New Teftament, when they find them circulated among .
their people, it will not be begun at all. For my pare, [
fhould quite as foon have expecled a reformation from ido-
latry, in the days of Ahab and Jezebel, to have. bggun
among Baal’s Priefts. The truth. is, it is their intereft.
to keep the people in ignorance, and therefore we may be.
fure, that perfons fo utterly unacquainted with the Gofpel,
and  devoid of principle as they too generally are, will net.
fail to.endeavour to accomplith ir.  Add to this, that mattee
of fa& is on the other fide. A reformation. from the errors

. . and
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and fuperfitions of Popery has taken place in fundry countiicd
of Europe, as in England, in Scotland, in Holland, in fome -

parts of Germany and Switzerland, and among the Wal«

denfes and Albigenfes in the fouth of France: Did it -

begin in any of thofe Countries among the Romifb Clergy 2
Had they the principal hand in it? Or did they not in
general oppofe it to the utmoft of their power ? '
But pray, what fort of a r¢formation of the Romifh Clergy
muft that be which allowsthem ftill to perfift in ¢“celebrating
the fervice of the Mafs,” whether in Englifh or any other.

language ?  In other words, that permits them fill to perfe- .

vere in ¢ confecrating the bread and wine into the very
body and blood of Chrift, and in offering them, fo tranfub-
ftantiated, as an expiatory facrifice for the quick and the
dead ?” Would our Reformers have confidered thofe Romith,
Priefts as being reformed from Popery, who fill maintained
this irrational and unfcriptural pra&ice? And what would-
theyhave thought of a Proteftant Retor who fhould have:

ufed fuch language? Would they not have fufpeted that:

he was a Proteftant only in profeflion? -

But to return to your Remarks: ¢¢ After briefly, but.
juRtly cenfuring thefe accounts,” you fay, ¢ Dr. Hales
procecds to difcufs, at confiderable length, two points which.
are much infifted on by thefe Methodifts, viz. finlefs perfec-
tion, and the affurance of the divine forgivenefs and favour,
by means of fenfible impulfes of the Holy Spirit upon the mind.
The inconfiftency of thefe tenets with feripture ; and with
the Jiturgy, articles, and homilies of our Church, we think.
that Dr. Hales has fatisfactorily eftablifhed: He. has even
fhewn, that as now held by fome of the Methodifts, they.
are at variance with the more matured opinions of the
founder of Methodifm (Mr. Wefley) himfelf.” When,

Gentlemen, I read this paragraph in the Chriftian Obferver, .

which I did before I faw the Do&or’'s Pamphlet, I was
very much: furprifed indeed ; and as I had not before ob- .
' . ferved
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-fetved that you had mif-ftated any faQs, or mifreprefented
any Aathor, whofe work you had reviewed, I was afraid
that our Miffionaries in Ireland had either erred from the
Jaith, or had aQed very imprudently, in inculcating the
higher truths of Chriftianity apon thofe who had not yet
obtained any proper acquaintance with its firft principles.
But, how was I aftonithed when I took up the Doftor’s
book, which had been put into my hands by a friend, and
found that this fame ¢ finlefs Perfetion,” which the Mif-
fionaries were faid to preach, was only, that profefling
Chriftians ought not to live in the commiffion of known
veluntary, and a&ual fin; and that what you term ¢ the

aflurance of divine forgivenefs, 8ic. by means of fenfible

impulfes of the Holy Spirit upon the mind,” was neither

more nor lefs than that feriptural dorine of the ksowdedse

of our fonthip by ¢ the Spirit of Adoption, fent into our
hearts, crying, Abba Father,” and, by his enlightening and
fan&tifying influences, and the fruits produced thereby,
¢ bearing witnefs with our fpirits,” or confciences, ¢¢ that
we are the children of God!” I think, Gentlemen, when
I have proved thefe peints, which I hope to do to the fatis-
fation of every unprejudiced reader, I may releafe you and
myfelf from all further trouble about the Doétor’s Pam-
phlet:—unlefs, indeed, you fhall think proper te return to

a fecond Review of this noted Publication (a duty which -

is certainly incumberit upon you) that you may repair the
errors of your former Critique, and as far as poffible, pre-
vent the bad effe@ts thereof. As to the Dotor’s Pamphlet,

it can neither hurt ¢the Methodifts, nor the caufe in which

they are engaged, with any individual that has common’
fenfe, and is.in any tolerable degree acquainted with the

Divine Oracles, and the doétrines contained therein, Bx -

its glaring inconfiftencies, its abfurd and ridiculous inter+
pretation of Scripture, and its evidently falfc do&rine, and

thiat on foirié moft eﬁ'cnnal points, it tefhﬁcs agamﬁ itfelf, and .
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carries with it a fufficient antidote to the poifon it conveys ¢
'So that to trouble the public with a formal refutation of it
is perfe@ly unneceffary. ‘

‘ To proceed then to the conﬁderatnon of the ﬂrﬁ point
you mention, viz. that the Methodift Miffionaries in Ire-
land ¢ infft ‘much on finlefs Perfection.” You wifh to be
" underftood, I believe, Gentlemen, as affirming this, not on
your -own knowledge, but on the information of the Re&or
of Killefandra: and the Retor, I think, does not fay or
intimate that he has heard thefe Methodift Miflionaries
himfelf: nor does he mention any individual, or number
of individuals, of credit, from whom he has received his
information : but he grounds ' his allegations on a 77aéz,
which he fays has been ¢ induftrioufly  circulated by thefe
fame Miffionaries among his own flock, and which, of courfe,
fell into his hands.” ¢ It is an half-theet Addrefs,” he fays,
¢ To every Lover oF TrutH, figned G.. O. Philan-
thropos: written in a loofe, declamatory ftyle, and of which,
however guardedly exprefled, the fubftance is fairly redu-
cible to the following fyllogifm, or logical argument.

¢ 1. All impenitent finners, catholics, proteftants, and
diffenters, who perfift in their fins, after death, will be
~ irrecoverably caft into hell-fire:

«¢ 2. But their Clergy, being ¢ finners’ themfclves,
¢ falfe prophetsy ¢ blind guides,’ and ¢ filly teachers,’ ate nei-
ther able nor willing to fave them from the wrath to come.
¢¢ 3, Therefore come unto us, ¢ the fervants of God,'
and ¢ the holy pesple,’ or ¢ the pesple of Gody’ and ye fhall
Jeel {weet peace with God ; and the love of God fhed abroad
in your hearts by the HoLy GrosT given unto you, (Rom.
v. 5.) and then you thall xNow that all your f ns are truly
pardoned.” :
It is an _happy circumftance that this fame Addrefs is
now in my hands, and as I am perfuadcd you have not feen
: it,.

.
~
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it, and have been mifled by the Re@or’s incorre@ fatement,
I fhall take the liberty of laying, thé whole of it before
you in an Appendix, and that werbatim; only premifing,
that when you recolle€t for whom it was intended, the
poor, ignorant, and abandoned Catholics in Ireland, raifed
but one degree above the beafts that perith; and thar it
was written by a plain man, who makes no pretences to
literature or refinement of tafte, you will not expe&t ele-
gance of ftyle or even grammatical exaétnefs. If you find
plain’ truth exprefled in an intelligible manner, it is all you
will look for. : .

Now, Gentlemen, prefuming that you have turned to the
Appendix and read the Tra&, I leave it to you to fay,
whether Do&or Hales has given a juft Analyfis of it. The
1ft. Particular, I grant, ¢ That all impenitent finners,
whether Catholics, Proteftants, or Diffenters, who perfift in
their fins, will, after death, be irrecoverably loft ;” is con-
tained in it; fave that the Author of the Addrefs is not fo in-
accurate as the Dotor, who diftinguithes the Diffenters from
Prateflants, as if, becaufe they diffented from the Church of
England, they were not Proteflants. But where does this
. Addrefs affert or infinuate, 2dly. That ¢ their Clergy” (viz.
thofe of the Diffenters, and Proteflants, as Dr. H. diftin-
guithes them, as well as thofe of the Catholics) are ¢ falfe
Prophets,” ¢¢ blind Guides,” and ¢ filly Teachers,” and
¢« neither able nor willing, to fave their people from the
wrath to come?” But, above all, 3dly. Where does its
Author, fay, ¢¢ Come unto us, ¢the fervants of God,” and
the ¢ holy people,’ and ye fhall fee/ fweet peace with Ged,
and know that all your fins are truly pardoned ?”’—1I hope,
Gentlemen, in your 2nd. Review of this Pamphlet, you
will notice this ‘moft unfair reprefentation, made by this
Rev. Divine, and that you will rebuke him for fo flagrant
a violation of truth and juftice.

Ca But
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But where, in this little Tra&, is the proef that thefo
Miffionaries preach ¢ finlefs Perfeion?” It dees not ap-
pear, I think, that either of thefe words occur fo much a¢
once in it, and altho’ I have read it carefully over twice,
1 cannot difcover one fingle paffage in it, from firft to laft,
that implies any fuch doftrine. ¢ No?” methinks I hoar
Dr. Hales fay, ¢¢ what then do you make of the following
paffage ? ” ¢ Seeft thou a Teacher that is a finper? thoy
fect an enemy to God and a falfe praphet ; for his fin is

* his mark, fay what he will ; thefe fay, none cap be ¢ free
from fin,)—fo they need not blame their people ner theix
people them, for their finning: they play inte each ethers
hands, and bear with and firengthea each other till death :
but what will they then do?” This paflage the Retor
quotes in his Pamphlet. (pa. 12.) and then obferves, ¢ Un-
happily the cenfure, here levellod againft the Clergy, falls
upon himfelf : for while he imputes to them as falfe doc..

trine, ¢that none can be free from fin,’ he greatly orrs, -

not knowing the Scriptures, and holds forth a moft dangerous
delufion, that they can be free from fin :”"—that is, aceording
to this Proteftant Reftor, they hold forth a damgerous de-
lufion, in declaring the very fame dodtrine, which the
Apoftic declares, and in his very words!!!

But, adds he, the Addreffer confounds ¢¢ freedom from
the punifbment of fin, with freedom from the commiffion of
fin; or Gop’s pardon, thro' the all-fufficient atonement-of
Chrift, with man’s unfinping obedience.” Permit me tor
obferve here, The confufien is in the DoQer’s ideas; not
in thofe of the Miffianary. As the- Miflionary diftinguithes,

“and that properly, between perdoy and bolinefz, or. between

deliverance from the guilt, and deliverance from the pomer:
‘or dominion of Gin; fo he was far from coafounding the
latter with unfiming obedience. OFf unfmning cbedience, ot
Sinlefs perfefiion, he has not faid one wosd: ner is:any. thing
of the kind fo much as mentioned in his Addrefe. He
Gmply
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fimply ufes St. Paul’s phrafe ¢ freedom from fin,” and that
in St. Paul’s fenfe; meaning thereby freedom from its powwer
or dominion, or in St. John’s language, and that of our
Lord, John viii. ¢not committing it,” that is knowingly
and voluntarily. But he does not ufe the terms unfinning
‘@bedience ; as not finding them in the facred writings. The
Re&tor, however, confounding things quite diftin& from
_,éach other, is perfuaded that, becaufe we cannot perform
unfinning or finlefs obedience, therefore we cannot be free
from the dominion of fin, or from the commiffion of it,
altho’ beth St. Paul and.St. John,.nay and even our Lord
affert, in the plaineft terms, that we may. Hence, after
obferving that we may indged be ¢ free from the punithe
ment of fin,” and producing fundry proofs of a dotrine ne
body difputes, the Dottor roundly affirms, P. 13, without
any cxplication shatever, that.to be ¢ righteous in the fight
of God,” ¢ from the frailty and imperfe@ion of humas
pature, is Jmpoﬂible,” and io the fentence immediataly fols
lowing -(P. 14.) that #¢ none can be free from the commifs
fien of fin:” thus flatly contradifting both St. Luke and
St. John; the former, where, fpeaking of Zacharias and
Elizabeth, he fays, * They were both rightcous before
(fad, walking in his ordinances and commandaients blamie.
lefs,” and' the- latter when he declares, s¢ He that doety
{o moawe, pradifeth) righteoufnefs, is righteous, even as, (or
becaufe) he (Chrift) is righteows: He that - committeth
“in is of the devil,” &c. Had the Do@or faid, that it is
impoflible for us to be righteous by uaturs, or 5¢ according
to the law: of innocence” or ¢ ¢ovenant of works,” ne
perfon, acquainted with himfelf, and with the fcripral
dodtripe of juftification by grace thro” faith, could reafone
ably have objefted to his affartion ; bus to fly in the face of
the plain letter of fcriptyrq in this mannor, without adding
wo wvord to palliate or elycidate his nemng, is gettaihly‘
& conduck not to be juftified, ,
Bac
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But is it indeed the do&rine of a Do&or of Divinity, that
- when St. Paul, (Romans vi. 18,) defcribes believers as
¢ being free from fin,”" he means only that they are free

from << the punifbment of fin,” or acquitted from guilt, and
condemnation ? I anfwer, it is indifputable that this is
the Reftor’s do@rine: he avows it in the plaineft terms
and moft explicit manner. The Miffronary confounds,
fays he (P. 13,) ¢ freedom from the punifbment of fin,
with freedom from the commiffion of fin,” alluding
to the words of the Addrefs quoted above: and again
(P. 18) ¢« If we enquire into the origin of G. O’s error,
it may perhaps be traced up to the following important but
difficult paffage of St. Paul in his epiftle to the Romans,
mifunderftood by him and feveral others of the fame per-
fuafion: ¢ But now being made free from. fin, and made
fervants to God, ye have your fruit unto holinefs, and the
end eternal life,” &c. This is the firft timé that I ever
heard. this paffage accounted ¢ difficult.” But difficult in-
deed it muft be to any one that would force it.into the mean- .
ing here attempted to be put upon.it, a meaning as new, as
1 will venture to fay, it is ridiculous, and contradi@ed by
every verfe of the chapter, the whole of which treats on
bolinefs or fanétification, and not a fingle fentence of it on
parden or juftification. Indced the Apoftle fignifies what is
the fubje& of it in the very firft verfe, ¢ What fhall we
fay then? Shall we continue in fin (Does he mean in the
punifbment of fin?) that grace may abound ? God forbid :
How fhall we that are dead to fin, (furely not the panifh-
ment of fin) live any longer therein ?”” He fpeaks of being
¢ buried with Chrift by baptifm unto death,”—of being.
¢ planted together in the likenefs of his death, and of his
tefurretion,”—of ¢¢ walking in newnefs of life.”"—He fays -
that *¢ our old man is crucified with him, that the body
of fin may be deftroyed, that henceforth we may not SERVE

SIN :” that we muft ¢¢ reckon ourfelves to be DEAD INDEED
UNTO
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UNTO SIN, but alive unto God :” that ¢¢ fin muft not reign
in our mortal body, that we thould obey it, in the lufts (vnSupias
defites) thereof.”—He teaches that ¢ fin MUST NOT HAVE
DOMINION OVER US :”—that ¢¢ to whom we yield ourfelves
Jfervants TO OBEY, HIS SERVANTS We arc, whom we OBEY,
whether of siN unto death, or of OBEDIENCE unto righteouf-
nefs:"—that ¢ we werc the fervants of fin, (not the punifh-
ment of fin,) and then were free from righteoufnefs,” ftrily
fpeaking, having no righteoufnefs at all, being neither in-
wardly renewed, nor praically obedient to God’s law:
¢¢ But now,” fays he, ¢ being made free from fin, ye are

become fervants of God, have your fruit unto holinefs, and '

the end eternal life.” Thefe and fuch like expreflions are a
demonfiration, that the Da&or totally miftakes the fenfe of the
Apoftle, and that it is not concerning freedom from the ¢“punifb-
ment” of fin, but from the power and from the commiffion of
it, that the Apoftle is here fpeaking. Indeed, 1 never yet met
with an Author, in the whole courfec of my reading, ancient
or modern, that ever underftood the Apoftle in any other
fenfe.®* 1 obferve again, however, that we do not fuppofe
the

- * I have never underftood that the learned and judicious Dr.
Doddridge, was at any time charged with Herefy, or with going
to an extreme on the fubje& of holinefs ; yet it fhould feem that
be had fimilar views with thofe of the Methodifts on this head, when,
in his refle@ions on the 7th and the beginning of the 8th chapters
of the Epiftle to the Romans, he thus exprefles himfelf : ¢ Ad-
fnirable and adorable indeed were the condefcenfions of the bleffed
God, in fending his own Son in the likenefs of our finful fleth, ftripe
of its original glories, that he might become an expiatory facrifice
for fin. Let us remember the grand purpofe for which he did it;
that be might condemn fin in our fleib, that be might enable us to do ex-
ecution on fin as a condemned malefactor. In his name, therefore, let us
purfue the vittory, and reje&ing every overture of accommodation,
with determined zeal do juftice upon it. And may what we
have been reading eftablifh our refoiution of walking, not after
the fleth, bat after the Spirit, fince we are riow delivered from the
cuzfe of a broken law, and blefled with a difpenfation fo properly
called the lawir of the Spirit of Life in Chrifft Fefus : a difpenfation,
by atzending to the peculiaruties of which, we may be enabled to
R extend
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Apoftle to be fpeaking here of an abfolute and intire frees
dom from fin, viz. from its nature and Being, but fimply
and only of that freedom from the dominion of it, men
tioned in the 14th verfe, which freedom is immediately
confequent on juflification and the nmew dirth, He is not, we
believe, treating here on thofe higher degrees of purifica.
tion, which he has in view clfewhere, as where he exhorts
us to ‘“ cleanfe ourfelves from all filthinefs of fleth and
fpirit, and to perfe& holinefs in the fear of God,” and tef-
tifies that Chrift ¢ gave himfelf for us that he might re-
deem us from all iniquity, and purify to himfelf a peculiar
people, zealous of good works;” and ¢ gave himfelf for
his Church that he might fan&ify and cleanfe ¥, and pre-
fent it to himfelf a glorious church, not having fpet or

extend our conquefls over fin in the moft effe@tual manner, and ta
attain beights of wirtue and piety to which no legal confiderations
- and motives alone could raife us. Let us remember that the law
of God is holy, juft, and good : delighting in it more and more
after our inoer man, and taking heed, that we do mot deceive
ourfelves by fuch a paffage as this (from the 12th to the 22nd
verfe of the 7th chapter) into a fecret, but «wain and fatal hope,
that becaufe we are convinced of our duty, and feel in our con-
fcience a fenfe a{ the evil of fin, we might be faid to ferve the Law
of God, while by abandoning ourfelves to mawr ais of wilful tranf-
grefion, we are in our flefh {erving the law of fin. Habutually to
allow ourfelves in negle®ting the good we approve, and com-
mitting the evils we condemn, is the readieft way that bell itfelf cam
point out for the ruin of immortal fouls 3 in fuch a cafe all that we
énow, and all that we feel, concerning the obligasions of duty, and
the excellencies of holinefs, aggrawate, rather than extenuase our
JSailures ; and tho’ the fublime views which eminently good men,
under the gofpel, have of religion, may fometimes incline them.
to adopt fuch complaints as thefe (Rom. vii. x5, &c.) in refe-
rence to the unallowed and lamented deficiences and infirmities of a
truly upright and pious lifz 5 it remains an eternal trush, which.
infiead of being abrogated under the New Tifiament, is moft exprefsly
confirmed, that be who dath righteoufuefs is rightoous, and xot he thay
merely wifbes to do it; and be wbe cammitteth finy is of the dewil,
even tho’ be fbould fpeak againft it like an dpofile or an Angel.” See
Doddridge’s Fam. Expos. Vol, IV. p. 83, O8avo Edit. 179¢.-
And the excellent Nate (a) at page 75, and Note (k) at page 79.

wrinkle,
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wrinkle, orany fuch thing ; but that it thould be holy, and
without blemith.” I wonder what Dr. Hales thinks of
thefe and fuch like paffages of Scripture: Are not they alfo
of ¢« difficult interpretation? ”  Certainly they carry the fub-
Je€&t of holinefs much further than the 6th to the Romans,
and give us reafon tbckpe& a much higher degree of fan&i-
fication than a bare freedom from the commiffion of known,
voluntary, and actual iniquity ? ‘

Dr. Hales, however, is of another mind, and is con-

-fident that.it is the uniform tenor of Holy Writ, and of the
Liturgy, Articles, and Homilies of the Church of England,
s¢ that none can be frec from the commiffion of fin,” and
quotes a varicty of paffages from them, for that. purpofe,
not one of which, I will venture to fay, cither afferts or
implies any thing like the fenfe he would put upon it. And
fome of them prove quite the reverfe of what he intends,
efpecially 1 John i. 8, 9, ¢ If we fay we have no fin,”.
(to be cleanfed from) ¢ we géccive ourfelves, and the truth
is not in us: But if we confefs our fins, he is faithful and
juft to forgive us our fins, and TO CLEANSE US FROM ALL
VUNRIGHTEOUSNESS.” .

In the fame prepofterous way, he quotes the following
paffage from our Minutes of the year 1770, to prove that
Mr. Wefley held the fame opinion, viz. that ¢ no man cin
be freed from the commiffion of fin.” ¢¢ Queftion 8.
Does not talking, without proper caution, of a juftified, or
fan@ified ftate, tend to miflead men: almoft naturally lead-
Jngthem to truft in what was done in one moment? Where- -
‘as, we are every moment pleafing or difpleafing to God,
according to our works; according to the whole of our
.prefent inward tempers and outward behaviour.” My readers
will undoubtedly wonder how the Do&or came to prbduce
this paffage as a proof that Mr. Wefley held the aboves
mentioned ‘do&rine: But their wonder will partly ceafe
‘when they are told, that, inftead of reading it as it ftands
in our Minutes, “ We are every moment pleafing or dif-

o) pleafing
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pleafing Yo God:" he leaves out the prepofition o, “and
reads, ¢ We are every moment plcafing or difpleafing
God :” Thus making Mr. Wefley affert, what he never
thought of, that juftified or fan&ified perfons, are either
obeying or difobeying God, pleafing or offending him every
moment. Whereas, all that.Mr. Wefley meant, and all
that he exprefles, is, that we are more or lefs approved
or difapproved of God, more or lefs pleafing or difpleafing
to him, in proportion as we are more or lefs like him, more
or lefs holy, or conformed to his image ; a truth founded on
the fureft principles of reafon and revelation.

With a view to the fame end he endeavours, 2dly, to
prefs into his fervice, a fentence of a Letter from Mr, Wefley
to Mr. Maxfield, written in 1762, which is this: ¢ 1 dif-
like your fuppofing that man may be as perfe&t as an angel,
that he can be abfolutely perfe&: That he can be infallibl., -
or above being tempted: Or the moment that hé is pure in
beart, he cannat fall from it:” From hence, Dr. Hales
infers, that Mr. Wefley beliecved ¢ no man can be faved
from the commiffion of fin,” as if there were no difference
between ¢¢ not committing fin,” and being ¢ perfet as a
angel,” < ablolutely perfed,” &ec.!1 -

In proof of the fame point, he produces and recommends
to < the ferious attention of the Addreffer, and of all the
Preachers in the Methodift Conne&ion,” fome paffages from
Mr. Wefley’s ¢Plain Account of Chriftian Perfection,’
the purport of which is to fhew, 1ft. ¢That there is no
Juch perfefiion in this life as implies cither a difpenfation
from doing good, and attending all the ordimances of God ;
or a freedom from ignorance, mifiake, temptation. and a thou-
fand infirmities neceffarily conneéted with fleth and bloed ;
and, 2dly. ¢ That they who are perfest :” that is, as
Mr. Wefley explains it, ¢ who experience all he means by
Perfection ; who have both the fruit of the Spirit and the
witnefs,” %¢can fall from grace;” ¢ there being no fuch

S . . . beight
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beight or firength of. holinefs,” Mr. Wefley obferves, ¢ as it

is impoffible to fall from.” But pray what has this to dq

with the point in hand? How does it prave that Mr. W.

held, ¢that no man can be freed from the commiffion of
fin?” If Mr. Wefley held ¢ that we may fall,” did he

therefore hold that we muft fall?  And if he believed that

we cannot have a ¢ difpenfation from doing good, and attend-

ing all the ordinances of Goud,” or ¢¢a freedom from ; 1gno-
rante, miflake, temptation, and a thoufand infirmities,” did

he therefore believe that we mult do evil, omit doing good,

and attending the ordinances of God, and muft yield to .
témptation ; and that, in cafes in which neither ignorance not

miflake can be pleaded in excufe, we muft commit known,

voluntary, and aétual fin. '

After quoting thefe, and other fimilar paffages from Mr,
Wefley’s writings, equally irrelevant to his argument, and
which might with asmuch propriety have been quoted to (hew
that we cannot be free from a French Invafion, as that we
cannot be free from ¢ the commiffion of fin,” the Rev.
Door infers as follows: (p. 22,) ¢ Hence it plainly ap-
pears, that the notion of finlefs perfeftion, or that any one
can be free from fin, meaning thereby,” (N. B. thefe are
Dr. Hales’s own words,) ¢ free from the commiffion of fin,
is not only at variance with 'the whole tenor of SCRIPTURE,
the Liturgy, Homilies, and Articles; but is the injudicious
revival of an error, long fince retratted and exploded by the
Founder of Methodifm ; who exprefsly ftates, that ¢ ab-
Jolute perfeclion belongs not to men nor to angels; hut to
God alone : *’~fo that this nicely difcriminating Divine,
knows no difference between abfolute Perfe&ion, and not com-
mitting fin ! ! And as he has the authority of no lefs a per-
fon than ¢ the Founder of Methadifm, for afferting ¢ that
abfolute perfei?ion belongs not,” even ¢ to angels; but to
God alone,” he evidently charges, even angels, thh the
commiffion of fin!!

But
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But that you may fec, Gentlemen, how far this learned

Divine was miftaken concerning Mr. Wefley’s fentiments,

and how little he knewt, when he wrote this Pamphlet,
what his do&rine was on this moft important fubje, I fhall
here lay before you a few Paragraphs from his fermons. The
firt is from that on, ¢ Salvation by Faith, preached before
the "Univerfity of Oxford, at St. Mary’s, June 18, 1738,
and publifhed and republifhed by him, without any alteration,
from time to time dhrjng his whole life, and that both in a
feparate Pamphlet, and in the firft Volume of his Works,
{o that, at the time of his death, it had gone thro’, at leaft,
twenty editions. Speaking concerning that falvation which
is by Faith, he obferves, (p. 9, 1 Vol. Works,) ¢ Thro®
this faith they are faved from the power of fin, as well as
from the guiltof it. So the Apoftle declares,* ¢ Ye know

- that he was manifefted to take away-our fins, and in him

is no fin. Whofoever abideth in him, finneth not.—Again,
Little children, let no man deceive you. He that com-
mitteth fin is of the devil. —Whofoéver believeth is born of

" God, and whofoever is born of God, doth not commit fin,

for his feed remaineth in him : and he cannot fin, becaufe he
is born of God." Once more, ¢ We know that whofoever
is born.of God finneth not ; but he that is begotten of God,
keepeth himfelf, and the wicked one toucheth him not.”
This Mr. Wefley explains as follows, ¢ He that is by faith
born of God, finneth not, 1. By any habitual, fin: for all
habitual fin, is reigning fin. But fin cannot reign in any
that believeth. Nor, 2. By any wilful fin, for his will,
while he abideth in the faith, is utterly fet againtt all fin,

and abhorreth it as deadly poifon. Nor, 3. By any finful

defire 5 for he continually defireth the holy and perfect will
of God; and any tendency to an unholy defire, he, by the
grace of God, ftifleth in the birth. Nor, 4. Doth he fin
by infirmities, whether in a&, word, or thought. For his

* 1 Johniii. 5, &c. and v. 18.
infirmities
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infirmities have no-‘concurrence of:his will ; ‘and withont,
this they are not properly fins. ‘Thus, He that is born of
God, doth not commit fin.” ' .
"~ 1In his fermon on Rom. viii. 1, (in the fame Vol. pa,
148,) he fpeaks to the fame purpofe ;- ¢« They (that are in.
Chrift,) are nat condethned for any prefent fins, for now
tranfgrefling the commandments of God. For they do not
tranfgrefs them, they do not walk after the flefb, but after the
Spirir.  This is the continual proof of their love to God,
that they ¢ keep his commandments:’ even as St. John
bears witnefs, - ¢ Whofoever is born of God, doth not com-
mit fin. For his feed remaineth in him, and he cannot fin,
becaufe he is born of God :’ he cannot fin, fo long as that
feed of God, that loving, holy faith remaineth in him. So
long as he ¢keepeth himfelf’ herein, ¢that wicked eone
toucheth him not.” Now it is evident, he is not condemned
for the fins which he doth not commit at all.  They, there-
fore, who are thus ¢led by the Spirit, are not urider the law 3’
not under the curfe or condemnation of it; for it condemns
none but thofe who break it, Thus, that law of God,
¢ Thou fhalt not fteal,’ condemns none but thofe that 4
fteal. Thus, ¢Remember the fabbath-day to keep it holy,'
condemns thofe only who do not keep.it holy.”
Again, in his Sermon on the Marks of the New Birth,
2 Vol. pa. 27, after citing the words above mentioned,
(1 John iii. 9,) he adds, ¢ Suffer we the Apoftle to inter-
pret his own words, by the whole tenor of his difcourfe. In’
the fifth verfe of this chapter ‘he had faid, ¢ Ye know that
" He (Chrift) was manifefted to take away our fins; and
in him is no fin.” What s the inference he draws from this ?
¢ Whofoever abideth in him finneth not: Whofoever finneth-
hath not feen him, neither known him! To his enforce-
ment of this important doétrine, he premiles an highly ne~
ceflary caution. ¢ Little children, let no man deccive you,
(fot many will endeavour fo to do; to perfuade you that you
may
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may be unrighteons, that you may commit fn, and yet be the
children of God,) ¢ He that doth righteoufnefs, is righteous,
even as he is righteous. He that committeth fin is ot the devil;
for the devil finneth from the beginning.” Then follows,
¢« Whofoever is born of God, doth not commit fin ; for his
feed remaineth in him, and he cannot fin, becaufe he is bora
of God.” In this, (adds the Apoftle,) the children of God
arc manifeft, and the children of the devil.’” By this plain
mark, (the committing or not committing fin,) are they
diftinguithed from each other. To the fame effe& are thofe
words in the fifth chapter, ¢ We know that whofoever is
born of God, finneth not ; but he that is begotten of God,
keepeth himf{clf, and that wicked one toucheth him not.”
And, again, in the very next Sermon of the fame Vol. pa.
49, on < the great privilege of thofe that are born of God,”
after explaining what is implied in the New Birth, Mr.
Wefley proceeds to fhew in what fenfe thofe that are born
of God, do not commit fin. ¢ By fin, I here underftand
eutward fin, according to the plain, common acceptation of
the word: An affual, wiluntary tranfgreffisn of the law 3
of the revealed, written law of God: of any command-
ment of God, acknowledged to be fuch, at the time that
it is tranfgrefled. But ¢ whofoever is born of God,’” while
he abideth in faith and love, and in the fpirit of prayer
. and thankfgiving, not only doth not, but cannat thus commis
Jin. So long as he thus believeth in God thro’ Chrift, and
loves himy and is pouring out his heart before him, he can-.
not voluntarily tranfgrefs any command of God, either by
fpeaking or aéting what he knows God has forbidden: So
long as that feed, which wemaineth in him, that loving,
praying,” thankful faith compels him to refrain from what-
focver he knows to be an abomination in the fight of God.”
Such were Mr. Wefley’s fentiments on this fubjet, when
Be wrote thefc fermons, and fuch they continued to the day
of his death, without any variation. Thefc Sermons went
- thro’

— e

=T Y




. ( 3t )

, thro’ fundry Editions in his life time, unaltered by him,
and I make thele quotations from an: Edition publithed in
1787, only four years before his death, and furely it will not
be pretended that his views were altered after that time.
Indeed in this point in particular, as all his writings evidence,
~ he continued uniformly the fame, teftifying that dominion
. over fin is eflential to faving faith, and a never-failing fruit
, of the New-Birth. #
, And now, what muft the Reader think of the Rev.
Do&tor’s judgment of Mr, Wefley’s fentiments refpefting
. *“the commiffion of fin?” And what muft be think of his
Remarks, when (p. ag,) referring to thefe paffages fo often
quoted by Mr, Wefley, from St. John’s 1ft Epiftle, he

obferves, ¢ Thefe texts form the principal faftnelfes of
. . . this

‘- # That Mr. Wefley did not alter his fentiments, as contained
, in his Sermons, towards the clofe of his life, may be moft unequi.
vocally proved by the very remarkable Legacy which he left to
each of the Travelling Preachers who fhould remain in the Con-
neftion fix months after his deceafe. ¢ I give to each of thofe
Preachers, as a little token of my love, the eight Volumes of
Sermons.”  This was the laft Legacy in his Will, and (except the
appointment of his Executors,} the laft fentence. With his
| dying breath, as it were, he recognizes thefe Sermons, fome of
which, it muft be obferved, were written only a few years before
his death, and publifhed in our Magazine. And he leaves them
! all, unaltered, as a token of his love, and modeflly, as a ftandard
, of the doftrines which, he judged, ought ftill to be preached by
. his fucceffors. Mr. Welley had too great a mind to perform this
" laft a& without due folemnity and deliberation. His Will was
i dated Feb. 20, 1789, only two years before his deceafe. I would
y here recommend the confideration of the above circumftance to
- the Writer of that unwarranted attack upon the Methodifts, con-
tained in page 6og of Zke Chriftian Obferver, for the month of
; ©October 1803: wherein he charges them with now generally
. holding do&rines, refpe@ing the knowledge of falvation by the
* forgivenefs of fins, which he fays, were “diftin&ly oppofed by
i Mr. Charles Wefley, Mr. Fletcher, of Madeley,. and, in the
. Jatter part of his life, by Mr. John Wefley.” Let the Writer of
"“this paragraph know, that however credibly” he may think he
Yhas Eeen informed of this, he has been mifinformed. The fent-
-gments which the Methodift Societies-hold on this fubje@, are the
. . i very
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¢his extravagant and dangerous do&rine of finlefs perfection.”
'‘And do we indeed quote thefe texts in proof of the Perfec-
tion, (not ¢ finlels,” obferve,) which we preach, and which
-is’held forth in the Scriptures ? Does Mr. Wefley cite them
in that view, in the Paragraphs quoted above from his
Sermons?  Surely he does not. Nor do we ever produce
them with any fuch intention. We know that St. ]ohn\
affirms thefe things, not of chriftians whofe religion is
matured, who are fathers in Chrift, and have arrived at
¢ the meafure of the ftature of his fulnefs,” but OF ALL
THAT ARE BORN OF Gob, and made his children, even
of BaBes in Chrift. For his .expreflion repeatedly is,
« WHOSOEVER 1s BOKN OF GoD finneth mot, ot doth not'
commit fin ;" and in this, in committing or not committing
fin, THE CHILDREN OF GOD ARE MANIFEST, AND THE
CHILDREN OF THE DEVIL: Exa@ly according to our
Lord’s do&rine, «“ HE THAT COMMITTETH SIN IS THE
'SLAVE OF SIN.”  So that the Do&or is egregioufly miftaken
in fuppofing thefe to.be ¢¢the principal faftnefles of the
dorine of ¢¢finlefs perfeCtion,” were any perfons fo abfurd
as to hold any fuch doérine. We underftand St. John and

very fame that they. have held from the beginning, and are fo far
from having been oppofed by the pious and well-informed Minifters
of Chrift juft mentioned, that their writings are confidered and
appealed to by us as the moft clear elucidation, and beft defence
which we have, next to the Scriptures, of our views on that
fubje®. And we may challenge thofe who make fuch groundlefs .
affertions, to produce one fingle fentence or expreflion from any
part of their numerous publications, in profe or verfe, in proof
of them. Examples to the contrary, if need were, may be pro-
duced ‘in great abundance. I fhall'only add, that I myfelf was
intimate with them all, and with the Rev. John Wefley in parti-
cular, for above thirty years, and can teftify that there is not the
‘fhadow of a foundation for any fuch.opinion. 'There are alfo
many others of the Brethren, remaining to this prefent time, who
can bear the fame teftimony. What a pity it is that a Work,
“profefledly eftablithed for the diffufion of religious truth, fhould
‘thus deviate from its original defign, and become the mean of
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our Lord, as indeed Mr. Wefley hag ftated in the above
paffage, in the fame light in which we underftand St. Paul
in Rom. vi. We belicve they refer, not to the exifienca
or nature, but to the power or dominion of fin, and fpi.-ak, '
not of unfinning obedience, but of < not commilting, £nawn,.
woluntary, and altual tranfgreffion,” a privilege which we

. believe belongs to all that are born of God. But to be
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¢¢ cleanfed from all unrighteoufnefs,” from < all filchine(s
of fleth and fpirit,” and ¢ to perfe@ holinefs in the fear of
God,” we confider as a much higher attainment. ’
The Do&or however, has found out a new mode of inter-
preting St. John: whether it will fuit our Lord’s words alfo,
he does not fay. ¢ Thefe obfervations,” he tells us, ¢ may
lead us to a fober and rational interpretation of fome of the
texts which form the principal faftnefles of this extravagant
and dangerous dotrine of finlefs perfe@ion.” Having then
produced three of the texts, above quoted from St. John’s
1 Epift. viz. chap. iii. 6, and iii. 8, and v. 18, he proceeds
to lay before us this his ¢ fober and rational interpretation”
of them. And, it will be acknowledged, I believe, that jt
is indeed fober enough: But whether it be equally rational,
may admit of fome doubt. ¢¢ Thefe three paffages,” fays he,
‘-are evidently of the fame import; whatfoever, therefore,
will furnith a clew to the right underftanding of one, will
alfo ferve to explain the reft.” In this I am of the Do&or’s
mind: And if ] thought that there was any obfcurity or diffi-
culty in St. John’s words, which rendered a clew to guide us in
our interpretation of them neceffary, I would fay the Apoftle
has evidently given us that clew, yea, feveral clews, and that

-~ In the verfe immediately preceding and following them.

The words preceding the former paffage, (where,
furely, if at all, we fhould look for fuch a clew, and not
in 3 fubfequent chapter,) are, * When he fhall appear, we
fhall-be like him, for we fhall fee him as he is. And every
man that hath this hops in him, purificth himfelf, even as

‘ ‘ he




fin tranfgrefleth alfo the Law, tor fin is the trahfgreffion F |
the Law. And ye know he was manifefted to take away our
fins, and in him is nofin.  Whofcever abideth in him finneth
pot,” &c. Here we have no fewer than three clews to the
paffages, which all manifeft that the Apoftle does not fpeak
of fome, one, particular fin, for inftance, of the fin of Ido-
latry, as the Do&or underftands him, but of fin or fins in
general, as being, 1ft. Contrary to that purity, which is to
prepare us to fce him as he is; as being, 2dly. Tranfgref-
fions of God'’s Law ; and, 3dly. That evil which Chrift was
manifefted to take away. We have ftill more clews to the

paffage in the following context. ¢ Little children, let no k
man deceive you: He that doth righteonfnefs is righteous, ;;
even as (or becaufe) he is righteous: He that committeth d
fin is of the devil. For this purpofe the Son of God was !
manifefled, that he might deftroy the works of the devil.” g
Now, here, 1ft. finning, or committing fin, is oppofed to (;‘
doing righteoufnefs, and that furely not in fome, one, particular RS
Inftance, as ldolatry is oppofed to the worthip of the true !
God, but in every inftance. For as the tranfgreflion of any b
Law, efpecially of any known Law of God, is fin, fo if we B
would be righteous, we muft ¢ have refpet to all his com- fm
mandments,” muft endeavour to ¢ walk in all his com- h
mandments and ordinances blamelefs.” 2dly. All fns, b
without the exception of any, and efpecially all known fins, |"
are works of the devil, and Chrift was manifefted to deftroy K
all thefe works. Ln this paffage itfelf, therefore, and in the |
verfcs immediately preceding and following, we have clews |"
in abundance, and clews perfe@tly fufficient to direct us in %
our inveftigation of its meaning. Dr. Hales, however, k
overlooking thefe, or not finding it convenient to his purpofe f
to ufc them, has recourfe to a clew of an entirely different b
e

kind. Contrary to all rules of juft interpretation, he paffes
over t]us :mpartant, fleary, and decifive paragraph in the
third
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~ third chapter, in which the Apoftle explains himfelf at large,

and in as plain and exprefs terms as can be ufed ; and he
has recourfe to a paflage occurring two chapters afterwards,
where (ch.'v. Io,) itis true, that the fame do&rine is afferted,
and that even more confidently than here, yet only tranfiently,
in much fewer words, and without any fuch care of expli-
cation; for he was only affirming a truth fufficiently and

., §ully explained before.

Having quoted this fentence of the Apoftle, thh two

g others from the third chapter, as ftated above, the Do&or

)N

, proceeds, ¢ Fortunately the Evangelift himfelf, in the entire

fentence which includes the laft, has clearly afcertained his
own meaning ; reQifying that iniquity of quotation, to which

Methodifis and Religionifis of every kind are too prone ; of '

drawing general conclufions from partial premifes, by citing
maimed texts or fcraps of fentences.” Now, what will the

 Reader think, when he fees that the Do&or, in this very paf-

fage, and while in the very aé& of cenfuring Methodifis and
Religionifts of every kind, for ¢ iniguity of quotation,” as he

~ exprefles it, and for < di'awing general conclufions from

partial premifes,” altho’ undoubtedly he is neither Methodif

" nor Religionift, is guilty of the fame faults he charges on

them ? Inftead of citing the whole and entire paffage from
the third chapter, the bare citing of which, without one
word added by way of explanation, would have manifefled;
with perfe& clearnefs, the Apoftle’s meaning, and have entirely

precluded- the abfurd interpretation the Do&or withes to
" force upon it, he quotes the text in a ¢ maimed” form,
and only two ¢ fcraps of fentences.” And-then, as the

Reader will alfo obferve, he draws a ¢ general conclufion

" from partial premifes.” Thefe partial premifes are ftated in

’ prets as follows, ¢ If any one fee his brother finning a fin

the Apoftle’s words, ch. v. 16, which he quotes and inter-

Pﬂ not unto death; he fhall afk (in prayer,) and (God) fhall

give him life, for them that fin not unto death, - There is a
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Jim unto death, 1 do not fay that he thall pray concerning that3
(all unrighteoufnefs is fin,) and there is a fin not unto death.”

Now, from thefe ¢¢partial premifes,” 1ft. That there
is a _fin unto death 2dly That even a brother in Chrift mdy

fall into this fin ; and 3dly. That \f he do, he muft not be
prayed for ;—from thefe partial premiles, 1 fay, the learned

Do&or draws this general conclufion, that in all the paflages in
which St. John teaches, that he that is born of God, ¢¢doth
not commit fin,” he only means that he doth not commit
the fin unts death; and this in dire®t oppofition to the
Apoftle, who, as if to preclude any fuch interpretation,
affirms in this very paflfage, and in the words immediately
preceding the declaration in queftion, that ‘“ALL UNRIGHTE-
OUsNEss Is SIN, and that there is a2 SIN NOT UNTO
peATH.” The Doéor, however, even after quoting thefe
words, proceeds to interpret the very next as follows: “We
know that whoever is born of God finneth not, (a fin unto
death,) but keepeth himfelf ; and the wicked one, (the
devil,) toucheth him not.” And, omitting the 1gth and 20th
verfes, the former of which, efpecially, would not have har-
monized with his interpretation, he ftrangely tacks the
21ft, refpe&ting fhunning Idolatry, to the 18th, refpecting
not committing fin, intending hereby to prepare the reader's
mind for recciving his unferiptural and irrational commeng
on the pafage.

Now, the beft way to afcertain the truth and pro;mety
of the Do&or's interpretation, will be to bring it to the teft
of the paragraph it is intended to elucidate, and to try how
it agrees with it. ¢ He that hath this hope in him, (of
feeing Jefus as he is,) purificth himfelf even as he is pure,
Whofoever committeth fin, (the fin unto death, viz. 1dolatry,)
tranfgrefleth alfo the Law, for fin, (viz. the fin unto death;)
is the tranfgreffion of the Law, And ye know He was manis
fefted to take away our fins, (our idolatries or fins unte
death:) Whofoever abideth in him finneth not (zlm Ja
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snto death ) Whofoever finncth (this fin unto death) hath not
feen him neither known him. He that committeth fin (vig.
the fin unto death, idolatry, is of the devil: For the devil
{has been an idolater and committed the fin unto death) from
the beginning. For this purpofe the Son of God was mani«
fefied that he might deftroy the works of the devil. Who-
foever is born of God doth not commit fin, (viz. this fis
unto death, idolatry.) In this (in committing or not com-
mitting the fin unto death) the children of God are manifeft
and the children of the devil.”

Now, Gentlemen, may I be permitted to afk, Is this
found do@rine? Is it a fa& that the committing or not com=
‘mitting the fin of grofs idolatry, is the main point of differ-

~ ence, and the grand and moft prominent line of diftinCtion
between the children of God and the children of the devil ?
And 2dly, is it your opinion that this is a rational and
feriptural interpretation of this important paflage of the
divine Oracles? But I am perfuaded thefe are enquiries 1
need not make. At leaft they are queftions which you will
ret be difpofed to anf{wer in the affirmative. By this time,
1 prefume, you muft be pretty much fick of the Doflor’s
Jin unto death, and muft be fenfible how far you negle@ed
your duty, as CHrISTIAN OBSERVERS, to let fuch an er-
toneous interpretation of fo important and decifive a paﬁ'ag'e
of the Holy Scripturés pals without cenfure.*

In .

* Dr. Whitby paraphrafes the paragraph quoted above, from
the 1ft Epiftle of John, in a way quite fimilar to that purfued by
Mr. Wefley, chap. iii. §. < ¥z know that He (Chrift) awas mani~
Jifted to take away our fins ; (not only by fuffcring, to remove the
guilt of our paft fins, but alfo to purify us from the power and
dominion of it, that henceforth we might not ferve fin, Rom. vi,
6, that apadiaic ameyeropiv, being free from fin, we might live
unto righteouinefs, 1 Pet. il. 24.) 4nd in bim is no fin (and fo owr
likenefs to'him mul confift in ceafing fiom it.) Whofeever (there-
fore) abideth ir bim finneth not : Wnofceder (thus) jiumeth, hath not
Jeen bim neither kneawn bim, (as the truth is in Jefus, Eph. iv. 21.)
bitile children, let 80 tman deceive you, (with pretenfions th_a;; faith,

without
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In the mean time, what are ‘we to make of our Lord’s
words "quoted above? Are they alfo to be underftood in the
fame light? When he affirms, ¢ He that committeth fin
is the fervant (3r0; flave) of fin,” does he alfo fpeak merely
of Idolatry, which Dr. Hales defines t6 be the fir unto
death 7 If not, what has the Door gained by his ftrange
and extravagant interpretation of the two paffages of St.
John's 1ft Epiftle? Certainly nothing. For furely all the
declarations of our Lord, arc as abfolutely ¢rue as they are

without works of righteoufnefs, will make you righteous before
God ; for only) be that doeth righteoufnefs is righteons, even as He
(Chritt) is righteous, (by doing the will of his Father.) He thar
committeth fin is of the devil, &c.  Whofoever is born of God, doth not
eomvmit fins for bis feed (the word of God, Matt. i. 3. 1 Pet.i. 23.)
yemaineth in him, and be cannot fin, becaufe be is born of God.> And’
in his Note on verfe the 4th, he obferves, < He that committeth
S, &e. (i. e.) who lives in the commiflion of it, lives in oppo-
fition to the Law of God; for he is of the devil, v.8. Heis
not born of God (v. 9.) which could not be truly faid of him
who is guilty of any one fin, or violation of God’s holy Law.”
Again, on v. 8, 9. ““ He that committeth fin, (i.e. He that lives
or goes on in any way of fin. That this is the true import.of
this phrafe in the writings of this Apoftle, will appear, 1ft. From
the fame phrafe ufed in his Gofpel, Whofocver committeth fin is the
Servant of fin, John viii. 34. Now to be the fervant of fin Is
plainly to continue and to live in it, Rom. vi. 1, 2. to yield
obedience to it in the luftings of it (v. 12.) for then fin reigns in
our mortal bodies, and we are flaves and fubje&s to it. © Though
the confcience may boggle at it, our reafon may condemn it, ous
will be fomewhat averfe to it, fo that in obeying it, we do the
evil that we awould not; yet if spmraxelss nilopsda, ave are fo en-
tangled as to be overcome by it, we are fervants to corraption, for
of what a man is overcome, 10 that be is brought into bondage, 2 Pet.
1. 19, zo. If the law of our members leads us captive to the law
of fin, Rom, vii. 23 ; fo that we yield our members, inftruments
of unrighteoufnefs to fin, we fo commit fin as to be the fervants of
fin. And he that is Jorn of God, cannot (thus) fin, becaufe by
that new birth, he is made free from the fervice of fin, John viii
6, and is become a fervant to righteoufnefs, Rom. vi. 18. He
ath that feed within him, which alienates his mind and his
- affe@tions. from fin, and that {pirit which caufes him to mortify
the deeds of the fleth, Rom, viii. 13, to dic to fin and live ta

-God'n
infinitely
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infinitely momentous, and we muft ftand or fall by them in
the great day of final accounts. .

To conclude this point. It appears evidently from all
that has been advanced, that all the ¢¢ finlefs perfetion,™
which, according to Dr. Hales’s own account, our indefati~
gable Miffionaries preach, in Ireland, to the poor and
ignorant Catholics, 'is that mankind may be faved from
committing known, woluntary, and aftual fin; a do&rine
which both St. Paul and St. John affert in the plaineft
terms, and which the Rev. Re&or of Killefandra, is con-
fident means no more than that they may be faved from
idolatry, or the fin unto death. So that, according to his
explanation, it turns out.at laft that all the perfe€tion which
they preach is that men may be freed from Idlatry;
doérine, very proper, I fhiould fuppofe, to be inculcated on
the worfhippers of the Virgin Mary, of St. Peter, and of
the confecrated wafer. In this particular, then, I fhould
hope that even Dr. Hales can unite with them. Afhamed
that 1 have drawn out this Letter to fuch an enormous
length, and fearing that I have for fome time been quite te-
dious, I fhall referve my remarks on the fecond point to
another opportunity, and fhall now beg leave to fubfcribe
myfelf, in the pure and unadulterated Gofpel of our Lord
Jefus Chrift, GENTLEMEN, ’

Your very obedient Servant,
JosepH BENsoN.

oS s PP,

THE SECOND LETTER.

GENTLEMEN,

I Now take up my pen to addrefs you on the fecond
branch of that do&rine which the Methodift Miffionaries
are faid to preach to the Roman Catholics in Ireland, and
that is, ¢¢ The affurance of divine forgivenefs and favour by

mecans of fenfible impulfes of the Holy Spirit upon the
mind.”
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mind.” Now on this head, I with to enquire what proof
there is that our Miffionaries ever ufe any fuch expreflions,
¢ as fenfible impulfes of the Holy Spirit upon the mind ? **

Certainly no fuch expreflions occur in the Addrefs referred -

to above. And yet from that alone, it feems, the Doétor
takes his views of their do&rine. What they fay on this
fubje@ is, ¢ That Jefus Chrift will baptize with the’
Holy Ghoft thofe that take the alarm, and earneftly, and'
with penitent hearts, perfeveringly intreat him to do it: "—
That ¢ a true Diffenter is one that, with true repentance
and forrow of heart, has turned from all fin to God ; has
fled to Chrift, has been treely juftified by his grace thro®
faith in his blood ; and has an affurance of God’s love,:
peace of confcience, and joy in the Holy Ghoft; leads an
holy life, and being elected, thro® fan&ification of the Spirit
-and belief of the Truth unto obedience, keeps the com-
mandments of God, blamelefs.”  Again, they exhort,
¢ Burft into tears of penitential woe; fly quickly from
every fin, and turn to God; believe on the Lord Jefus
Chrift, and cry, thro’ him, to God, to fend the Holy Spiri¢
into thine heart: Then, by the power of the Holy Spirit,
convincing thee of fin, thou fhalt feel a true, godly fotrow,
working repentance unto life ; a brokennefs of heart, a great
hatred to fin, to thyfelf for having finned, and to the com-
pany of finners. And when the Spirit works in thine heart
faith in Chrift, whereby thou mayeft be enabled to appre-
hend him, thro’ the promife of life, and have his blood
favingly applied to thy wounded confcience ; then thou, fhalt
feel fweet peace with God, and the love of God fhed abroad
in thine heart by the Holy Ghoft given to thee, Rom.
#. 5. Then thou thalt know all thy fins are truly pardoned,
(Pfal. xiii. 3, 12. Col. i. 14. Eph. i. 7. 1 John ii. 12.)
Thy foul fhall then be happy in God, and thy very nature
changed. Then fhall the Word of God be dear to thee ;
None will be able to diffuade thee from reading it: Thes
thall
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thall all the means of grace, the ways and people of God

be delightful to thec :—Then, and not till then, (till this

divine change take place in thine heart,) fhalt thou be a true

chriftian, a new creature, one born again. Then will ap-
* pear the fruits of the Spirit, love, joy, peace, gentlenefs,

goodnefs, &c. Againft thefe there is no Law, no law of

God, here or hereafter, Gal. v. 23.”

Now, Gentlemen, I beg leave to afk what fault you
have to find ,with this? What fentence, what expreffion
of this have you to object to? And yet this is the very
way in which the Irith Miffionaries teach that a man may
know his fins forgiven. And, permit me to fay, our doc-
trine is every where the fame upon this fubje&. We never
ufe any fuch expreflions as ¢ impulfes of the Spirit,” altho’
'you are in the conftant habit, for what reafon is beft known
to yourfelves, of afcribing them to us: Thus in this fame
number of your work, in your review of the Bithop of
Lincoln’s late Charge,. (pa. 546,) you fay, ¢ Senfible im-
puifes of the Spirit have no neceffary conne&tion with Cal-
vinifm: on the contrary, it muft be well known to his
Lordthip, that the principal affertors of fuch enthufiaftic
notions, in this country, are thc Wefleian Methodifts and
the Quakers. The Calviniftic Methodifts are alfo, in fome
degree, infefted with the fame unfcriptural views on this
fubje@, but neither fo generally nor fo deeply as the other.”
Again, in your Number for O&ober, a perfon who figns his
name X. Y. obferves, that the dorines now fuppofed to
be generally held in the Wefleian Societies is, ¢ that the
forgivenefs of fin is manifefted by internal impulfes and
impreflions, and that affurance, communicated by impulfes,
or otherwife obtained, is an indifpenfable and infallible
mark of a ftate of falvation.” Now this, Gentlemen, is
furely extraordinary. Pray what authority have .you to
fpeak of us in this manner? In which of the writings,

circulated among us, have you read any thing like this? or
' " F when
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when and where have you heard any of our people ufing
fuch language? For my part, I have been united with the
Methodifts for nearly forty years, have been a preacher
among them upwards of thirty, have laboured in almoft all
the great Towns in the Kingdom, and yet do not recollect
that I ever heard the expreffion, ¢Impulfe of the Spitit,” ufed
by any of them, in the fenfe you intend, in all thefe ycars.

‘To return. Dr. Hales, 1 apprehend, will not ac-
Qulc(cc in the doftrine above fated by the Miffionaries.
¢«¢ Nearly allied, fays he, (pa. 35,) to this arrogant and de-
lufive tenet of finlefs perfeion, is the fanciful and mif-
chievous do@rine of experimental fecling of divine favour,
fcgeneration, and fan&ification, and pofitive affurance, and
even knowledge of the forgivenefs of fins, inculcated alfo
by the Miffionary, in the following paffage of this Addrefs.”
Then follows a part, a garbled, or in the Do&or’s language,
a ¢“maimed” part, a ¢ fcrap” of this very paffage, on
which he remarks as follows. ¢ Of the feveral texts here
cntcd the fir® and moft important to be rightly underftood,
is Rom. v. 5, which therefore I fhall firft examine, pro-
ducing the whole paflage ih which it is found.” After
quoting the verfes from the firft to the fixth, he fays, ¢ This
whole impreflive paffage feems to be peculiarly addreffed and
dire@ed to mafters in Chrift, and proficients in the faith;
fuch as the Apoftle himfclf, and the firft fruits of the Church
of Rome, whom he ftyles faints, beloved of God, and
called, whofe exemplary faith was celebrated throughout the
whole world, and to whom, therefore, he longed to impart

- fome fpiritual gift or miraculous power for their confirma-

tion in the faith, and for their mutual comfort and

~ edification.” '

* Whom the learned Door means, here, by this new

phrale, Maflers in Chriff, he does not explain, and it is not

eafy to determine. We read of Babes in Chrift, of Young

Men, and of Fatber:, but not of Maflers in Chrifi. Per-
haps
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haps he means, Teachers of otl:m', or only fuch as he ime
mediately terms Proficients in the faith. Let it be ob-
ferved, however, that he fuppofes they need confirmation in
the faith, comfort, and edification, and therefore that the
Apoftle longed to impart unto them fome fpiritual gift. He
proceeds, ¢ Thefe, then, were no ordinary chriftians, but
~ confidered as on a par with the Apofile himfelf in fpiritual
graces and privileges.” Did then the Apoftle, who, by

imparting unto them fome fpiritnal gift, withed to confirm

them in the faith, need confirmation himfelf? For it feems
he was only ¢¢ona par with,” and not fuperiour_ to them
¢¢in fpiritual graces and privileges.” But, adds the Doétor,
¢ To fuppofe the abundance of fpiritual gifts fhowered down
" on them, either eafily or fpeedily at ainable by awakened
finners in the firft ftages of their converfion from the power
of fatan unto God, feems to be a-moft unreafonable expec-
tation, calculated to engender prefumption on the one hand,
in fuch novices as miftake the tranfient impulfes of a lively
and heated imagination, for the ¢ witnefs of the Spirit,’ or
defpair, on the other hand, in dejeCted minds, who feel not
thefe impreffions, and therefore rathly conclude themfclves
outcafts from the divine Favour.”

In anfwer to this, I obferve, If by ¢ fpiritual gifts,”
he means, as he explains himfelf above, ¢ mlraculoug
powers,” fuch as were frequently exerted by Chrift and
-his Apoftles, he is utterly miftaken if he imagines that we
fuppofe them to be eafily or fpeedily, or even at all attain-
able, either by awakened finners, in the firft ftages of their
converfion, or by the moft advanced Chriftians. Nor do
.we think fuch gifts, in any refpe@, eflential to the falvation
of any one. On the contrary, we belicve that a man may
KT prophefy in the Name of Chriﬁ, caft out devils, and do
wonderful works,” and yet not be acknowledged by him as

one of his. But if, as I think evidently appears, by thefe "

“fpiritual gifts thowered down, as he ekgreﬂ'cs it, on the
' F 2 Y belicwers

o e s e Vo e e N e e

5 -~



(4)

believers at Rome, he means only thofe ordinary graces
or fruits of the Holy Spirit, which the Scriptures continually
and exprefsly declare to be effentially neceflary to cternal
falvation, we certainly do fuppofe that they are attainable by
awakened finners, and that even in the firft ftages of their
converfion, yea, ¢ eafily and fpeedily,” if awakened finners
will bat be prevailed upon, to ufe the means which God
hath appointed in order to the attainment of them.

We know, indeed, that it is poffible for perfons to mif-
take, (to ufe the DoQor’s phrafe,) ¢ the impulfes of a lively
and heated imagination for the witncfs of the Spirit.” But
this, we think, is a reafon why we fhould take care to fpeak
Jeripturally and rationally on the {ubje&, not ufing fuch
words as impulfes, fo continually in- the mouths of fome
perfons, a word not found in the Sacred Scriptures. We

judge, however, that it is not a reafon why. we fhould keep .

back from the children of God the very bread and wine
of the kingdom which their heavenly Father hath appointed
for their fupport and refrefhment, becaufe fuch precious
fuftenance, like our temporal food, is liable to abufe. As
to ¢ deje€ted minds, who feel not thefe impreffions : *—(Say
rather, who find not in themfelves thefe fruits of the Spirit
of God,) and who, the Do&or fignifies, are driven to ¢¢de-
fpair, and therefore rathly conclude themfelves outcafts
from the divine favour:” Let thofe fee to this who con-
fine the merit of the death of Chrift, 4nd the influence of

’ divine grace within narrow bounds, and teach that all man-
~ kind, except the fmall number of the ele&, are paffed by and

reprobated. But this does not concern us, whofe known and
conftant doétrine is, that Chrift ¢ rtafted death for every

man ;”—that ¢“every one that afketh receiveth, that feeketh

findeth ;” and that ¢ whofoever will may come and take

of the water of life freely.” We téach, however, that thofe,

in whom the fruits of the Spirit are not found, are at pre-

fent deftitute of regenerating grace, and therefore ought to
. defpair

P e e - . . o - ‘



- -
S — —
— : - B 2

( 45)

dcfpaxr of bemg faved eternally, faved into heaven, w:t’hout
- experiencing a change of their ftate and charaéter, or without
bemg made new creatures in Chrift Jefus.
- It appears from the next Paragraph of the Dotor’s
Pamphlet, that I am not miftaken in fuppofing, that by
- ¢ fpiritual gifts,” Dr. Hales means no more, than the ordi-
_nary endowments, graces, or fruits of the Holy Spirir.
.« Thefe high and diftinguithed attainments,” fays he,

(pa. 37,) were, 1ft. Juftification by faith, or, acquittance. -

“from the punifhment of their paft fins, and peace or recon-
‘ciliation with God thro’ the atonement of Chrift,” &c.
And are thefe the ¢ fpiritual gifts,” which the Infpe&tor of
"Methodifm is confident are not attainable by awakened fin-
. ners in the firft ftages of their converfion from the power of
fatan unto God? And is this one of the learned Author’s
remarks on the fubje of ¢ fenfible impulfes, (fay in-
fluences) of the Holy Spirit,” in which the Authors of the
Chriftian Obferver ¢¢ are ready to concur?” Then, I
think, it is high time for the Methodifts to offerve that
. Obferver, and to appeal to the public, whether their obfer-
‘vations are feriptural and juf. But I hope, Gentlemen,
altho’ for reafons which -are not very problematical, you
have not thought proper to cenfure this moft unfcriptural
~and erroneous do&rine of the Reétor of Killefandra, that
neverthelefs you do not approve of if.  You know that, ac-
cording to St. John, even little children, or babes in Chrift,
‘have their fins forgiven them ; that, according to St. Paul,
«¢ there is no condemnation to them that are in Chrift
Jefus:” That, ¢ thro' him is preached unto all,” with-
out exception ¢ the forgivenefs of fins;” and, that ¢ ALL
that bellevc in him,” with a faith preceded by repentance,
accompamed with love, and followed by obedience, ¢ are
juftified from all things:” That according to John the
Baptift, ¢ He that believeth on Chrift,” be he who he

may, with fuch a faith, ¢ is not condemned, but is pafled
from

- —
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«¢ remiffion of fins” and the ¢ knov'vlcdge of falvation”
thereby,* on penitent finners that believed in him, of all
deferiptions ; fo he commiffioned his Apoftles and Mefien-
. gers, in every age, to ¢ preach the gofpel,” (or glad tidings
of falvation) ¢ to every creature;” to “ preach repentange
and remiffion of fins, in his name, among all nations, be-
ginning,” among his very murderers, ¢“at JeruQlem. *
Accordingly the commiffion given to Paul was in thefe
words, ¢ ] fend thee to open their eyes, and tura them from
darknefs to light, and frorg the power of fatan unto God,
that they may reccive forgivenefs of fins, and an inheritance
among them who are fan&ificd by faith that is in me.” ¢’
And their language was, ¢ God hath reconciled us to him~
felf by Jefus Chrift, and hath committed unto vs the word
of reconciliation ; to wit, that God was in Chrift, recon-
ciling the world to himfclf, not imputing their trefpaffes to
them.” Hence it is that, in their Epiftles to the Churches,

they addrefled all that believed in Chrift as perfons that were
God’s ¢ adopted children,” ¢¢accepted in the Beloved,” and
made partakers of ¢¢ Redemption thro’ Chrift’s blood, the
forgivenefs of their fins.”}

But how is it that, in this cafe, the learned Reftor has
forgot the Liturgy, Articles, and Homilies of that very
Church of which he is a minifter? Does he not recolle&
that they declare ¢¢ That if we confefs onr fins God is
faithful and juft to forgive us our fins:"—¢ That he hath
given power and commandment to his minifters to declare
‘and pronounce to his people being penitent,” (and therefore

® Luke i. 17, 4 Afts xxvi. 18. t Eph. i 4,—7.
and Col, i. 3,—15. ’
) not

i
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mot merely to perfons far advanced in grace) ¢¢ the abfolution
and remiffion of their fins:” That he ¢ pardoneth and ab-
folveth all that truly repent,” altho® but awakened lately,
¢ and unfeignedly believe his holy gofpel :” that the true
and chriftian faith is ¢ a fure truft and confidence which a
man hath in God, that by the merits'of Chrift his fins are
forgiven, and he reconciled to the favour of God,—whereof
doth follow a loving heart, to obey his commandments. *
In the 14th Article we are told, that ¢ godly pcrfons feel
in themfelves the working of the Spirit of God;"” are
«¢ juftified freely,” and ¢¢ made the fons of God by adop-
tion.” Hence, this Church very properly puts the following
words into the mouths of all her true members, ¢ Lord,
now leteeft thou thy fervant depart in peace, acoording to
thy word, for mine eyes have feen thy falvation.” Surely,
then, our Re@or ftrangely forgot himfelf, when he repre-
fented, Remiffion of fins, Juftification, and Peace with
God, as ¢ high and diftinguithed attainments” in the divine
life, and hardly to be expe@ed ¢ by awakened finners in
the firft fRage of their converfion, from the power of fatan
unto God.” Before he had done this, he fhould have repre-
fented répentance, fruits meet for repentance, and faith in
Chrift, as ¢ high attainments ; ” for it is indifputable from
every part of the Holy Scriptures, and the Articles, Ho-
trilics, and Liturgy of our Church, that all true penitents,
that believe in Chrift, are Ju{’nﬂcd and freed from con-
demnation.

It feems hardly nc!:eﬂ'ary, after this, to purfue the
Do&or’s plan of dottrine, (if a farrago of inconfiftencies
can be called a Plan,) any further. He fays and unfays,
affirms and contradiés in almoft every page, and like fome
difciples of John at Ephefus, mentioned A&s xix. feems
hardly to have heard whether there be any Holy Ghoft ; and -
yet you, Gentlemen, gravely tell us, that, ¢ in almoft

* Homily on the Salvation of Man. "
: . ' a
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all the learned Authors’ remarks on the fubje&t of fenfible
impulfes, (fay influences) of theHoly Spirit, you are ready
to concur!! ” You ¢¢ cannot help withing, however, that
while he expofed the delufive and unfcriptural notions which
lead men to rely on vifionary impreffions, as proofs ef divine
favour and acceptance, he had been at fome pains in ftating
the fcriptural mode of afcertaining fo very-important a point.”
But pray, Gentlemen, how could you expeét this, when
his exprefs words, (pa. 49,) are, ¢ We difclaim a pofitive

knowledge of the forgivenefs of our own fins, in particular,’

without an immediate revelation from heaven, which few
fober "and fedate chriftians will pretend to; " and when you
find him, (pa. 37 and 41,) ranking ¢¢the love of God fhed
abroad in the heart, by the Holy Ghoft given to us,”
among the extraordinary and miraculous gifts of the S .iri,
beftowed on the Apoftles and firft gifted Preachers of the:
Gofpel,” and labounng by fundry quotations from Scnpturc
to prove it?

It is a pity but fome one had prevented the Doélor from
expofing thus the imperfe&ion of his acquaintance with

genuine Chrifttanity, by reminding him of the following -

‘paffages, ¢ Thou child, (the Baprift,) thalt go before the
face of the Lord to prepare his way, to give knowledge of
falvation to his people by the remiffion of their fins ;”* Luke
i. 96, 77. < If any man love not the Lord Jefus, let him
be Anathema, Maranatha:” ¢ Hethat loveth not, knoweth’
not God, for God is Love.” The Readers will obferve,
however, that altho’ he thinks Fufification, Peace with God,
the Love of God, &c. too high attainments for young con-
verts to afpire to: yet he allows, pa. 49, that ¢ in parti-
cular cafes of confirmed piety and holinefs, efpecially at the
approach of death, God may vouchfafe to grant to his fa:th-
+ ful, and long-tried fervants, fome animating fenfe of his
approbarion, to fupport them under their change.” But, if
we are not to expedt fuch a blefling as ¢ the knowledge of
falvation,”
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Talvation,” {viz. of prefent falvation from the guilt and powér
of fin, producing a lively hope of future,) by the re-
miffion of fins,” except ¢¢ in particular cafes of confirmed
iety,” or, “<at the approach of death,” I fhould be glad
0 afk this learned Divine in what fenfe we are to underftand

"fuch paffages of Scripture as the following: ¢ They that

are in the fleth, (carnally minded,) cannot pleafe God ; But
¥e ate not in the flofb, but in the fpirsz, if fo be the Spirit
of God divell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit

- of Chrift, he is none of his.” ¢¢ As many asare led by the

Spirit of God, they are the fons of God.” ¢ Becaufe ye
are fons, God hath fent the Spirit of his Son into your
hearts, crying, Abba, Father.” ¢ Ye have not received
the Spirit of bondage unto fear, but ye have received the
Spirit of Adoption: The felf faine Spirit, (aslo 7o 7rvpa,)
Beareth witnefs with out fpirit, that we are the children of
God.” ¢ The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace.”
¢« We know that we are of God by the Spirit which he
hath given us.” - ¢¢ He that believeth hath the witnefs in
himfelf.” ¢ Examine yourfelves whether you be in the
faith: Prove your own felves: Know ye not your own
felves, how that Jefus Chrift is in you, except ye be repro-
bates.” - ¢¢ Chrift in you the Hope of glory, whom we
preach, warning every man, and-teaching every man in all
wifdom, that we may prefent every man perfect in Chrift
Jefus.”

- Methinks all thefe, and fuch like paffages of God’s holy
Word, imply that we may ¢ know that we are of God,”
{1 John v. 1g,).even while we feé the whole world around
us lying in wickednefs ; and that we oughit not to conclude
our ftate is Jfafe while we are without this knowledge.
Great reafon, therefore,, | had you, Gentlemcn, for cenfur-
ing the Do&or, and in a way very different from that in

which you | have done it, for omxthng to ¢ ftate the fcriptural
' G mode
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mode of afcertaining fo very important a point,” as the
manner in which we may know that we are forgiven and
accepted of God* You think, hewever, that ¢ this defect”
in his book, ¢¢is in a great degree fupplied in the Appendix,
into which,” (you fay,j ¢ the learned Do&or has tran-
feribed, with very flattering expreflions of approbation, the
whole of a paper on the Evidenccs of a ftate of falvation,
which appeared in our Number for March laf.” But while
you fpeak thus, do you not forget, Gentlemen, that at the
very time when the Do&or introduces your paper, he not
only terms this point, viz. the Evidences of a flate of
falvation, ¢ a moft delicate and difficult fubjec,” (contrary
I apprehend, to the plain letter of the above cited, and many
other equally clear and obvious texts of Seripture,) but
declares, that your paper ¢ concurs entirely with the drift
of his publication,” and that it ¢ contains a faithful and
corre& fummary of the principal pointsof his Argument,
better than he could frame himfelf ? ” By which it appears,
that he either flatly contradits himfelf, or he underftands
your Paper as only fhewing how, ¢ in particular cafes of
confirmed piety and holinefs,” or ¢at the approach of
death,” perfons may know that they ‘are ‘juﬂiﬁed, and
have peace with God. Whether this was all you meant,
you beft know. I fhould fuppofe it was not : But that you
intended to lay down marks of juftification, by which all
believers, all that are in Chrift, even Babes, might know
that they are freed from condemnation. J

I have no material fault to find with your Papcr, unlefs .
in the following particulars. - You here again frequently
~ ufe the expreflions, ¢ internal impulfes,” or ¢ impulfes of
the Spirit,” and impute them to others. Thus, in the
86th page of the Appendix, the Author of the Paper fays,
¢ 1 do not conceive that there is a fingle text of Scripture,
which, if rightly interpreted, dire&s a perfon to refer for
the decifion of thefe points to ¢ internal impulfes.”” Pray,

-who
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who fays there is? Who ufes any fuch phrafe? 1 am
fure we do not. We fpeak as the Oracles of God, whether
thofe that watch .over us for evil underftand us or not.
Again, in the next fentenae you fay, *¢To rely on thefe
impulfes is unwarranted, and therefore muft be unfafe.”
Pray, Gentlemen, what are they, and who rely on them?
Unlefs by this unfcriptural, and, I had almoft faid, unin-
telligible word, you mean Influences, or Operations, when
you impute it to us, you entirely milreprefent our doétrine,
and are encountering a thadow.

But 1 have a 2d, and more material obje&ion to your
Paper on Evidences, as quoted by Dr. Hales, when you -
enquire, as he ftates, pa. 8g, ¢ May we belicve that a
conviion of forgivenefs of fins, in this life, is often or
ever an inftantancous operation of the Spirit; fo ffrong and
fo clear as not to be miftaken by the perfon operated upon
Or is it more frequently a gradual work, by which the
whole foul is drawn to God?” The anfwer to this en-
quiry is as follows. ¢ It would be prefumptuous to limit
the proceedings of God ; and therefore it would be too much
to fay, that in ne cafe, God will, at prefent, operate on
the heart of an individual, an inftantaneous convi&ion of
the forgivenefs of his fins,” So far is well ; but when the
Author adds, ‘¢ I know no reafon for expefting fuch: an
event ;” and fignifies further, that fuch conviions are
¢¢ mijraculous,” and that now, when other miracles have
ceafed, they not only are ¢ not neceffary,” but that < there
feems no reafon in the nature of the thing itfelf, nor any
foundation in Scripture for expeting them,” I muft diffent
from him. To term them ¢ miraculous,” is begging the
queftion ; and yet, who dares to fay that nothing, in any
refpe® miraculous, is ever effeted ? nothing, fave in the
ordinary courfe of nature? nothing, by any extraordinary
interpofition of divine Pravidence, or exertion of divine
Power? Does not God interpofe, and prevent, “or counteradt
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the, ordinary cqurfe of, .naturc, when, whether, by flow.de~.
grees, or by a more fpeedy procefs, he heals the fick in.
anfwer to prayer, or g;ves peace, ot war, - rain, oy, ftyr
wmtbzr? :

But, not to mf' ft on thls, why [hould ap mﬁamapgo,ug
convi&ion of ngbieaujng[:, or of juftification, by the Gofpel,
and by faith therein, be any more deemed miracylous,. than,
an mﬂantaneous -convi@jon of fip by the Law?. And why,
may not the former, miraculous or not, miragulous, take.
place in a moment, in the mind of. a penitent, thro’ his be~
lieving in Chrift, as well as the Jatter, ip the mjnd of a
Jinner, who, before this was living in habitual iniquity ? I-
think there is both reafon in the nature of ,the thing itfelf,
and a foundation in the Scriptures - for expefting this,,
It is acknowledged, I prefume, that a. finper, wha bad,
all his life long been unacquainted with his finfulnefs,
and guilt, and utterly unconcerned about obtaining the re-
miflion and renovation held forth in the Gofpel, may in-,
flantanecoufly, under a fermon or otherwife, as ‘in the cafe.
of the Jailor at Philippi, receive fuch a view. of. that,

divine Law which he has continually violated, and of the_.

purity, fpmtnahty, cxtent, and obligation of the prcccpts
of it, as to be fuddenly convinced he is guilty before (zod and
expofcd to his wrath, Now why may not a, brokcn-hcarted
penitent, or, in our Lord s language, ¢‘a wcary and. heavy-
laden” finner, receive, in a fimilar way, fuch a. view of,
the Perfon and Offices, Love and Suﬂ'enngs of Chnﬂ of
his ablhty and willingnefs to fave, and of the. grace of God,
inand thre’ him, manifefted in the Gofpcl, as fuddenly, to,
accept the oﬁ'crs of mefcy, come to Chrift. by faith, and
find reft to his foul 7 What is there unreafonable in thls?
What is there unferiptural 2 Is it not probable that it was_
in thls way Abraham was julified, when, on God’s promxrng
to hlm that his feed thould be as the ﬁars, and that in his
fccd all nations of the earth (hould be blefled, ¢¢ hc be-
lieved on the Lord, and he, (the Lord,) accounted it to him
for
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CRAVEQ pargen, WRCp, Onaing \soa s °*napa. ncavy upon nim,
day and night,” and his ¢ moifture¢ turned into the drought:
of fummer,” he faid, ¢ I will confefs my tranfgreflions. unto,
the Lord,” and the Lord: ¢¢ forgave the iniquity of hisfin?” Is,
it not likely alfo that Hezekiah found pardon the fame way ?:
¢¢ Behold for peace,” fays he, (Ifa. xxxviii. 17). ¢ I had:
great bitternefs ; but thou hatt, in love to my foul, delivered:
it from the pit of cqrruption, for thou haft caft all my fins.
behind thy back.”

But, whatever might be the cafe with thefe Old Tcﬁa-,

ment Saints, we find abundant examples in the New Tef-.
tament, both of inftantaneous deliverances from the guilt;
of fin, and from a wopnded fpirit confequent thereupon, ¢ If;
the whole church,” fays St. Paul, (1 Cor. xiv. 23,—25.)-
¢ be. come together . into one place, and all prophefy,” that.
is, evidently, declare the word of. God, ¢¢ and there come:
in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced,
of aJl: he is judged of all: And thus are the fecrets of
his heart made manifeft; and fo, falling down on his face,,

he. will worfhip God, and report that Ged is in youof a

truth.”. Does this imply nothing inftantancous? And pray.
what is there fo fingular in this, that nathing of the fame
kind can poflibly now. happen, in any fimilar meeting of re-,
ligious people? And, when, at the day of Pentecoft, 3eca;
were, ¢ pricked- in their hearts, and cried out, Men and.
brethren, . what fhall we do? anpd Peter faid, Repent, and;
be.baptifed every one of you, in the name of the Lord Jefus,
for, the remiffion of fins ;" and ¢¢ they that gladly received,
his word were baptifed,” and added to the church; what:
wps there, fo fingular in their cafe, (1 except the miraculous,
eftufion of the Holy Spirit in the gift of tongues,) that
it
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it wonld be unreafonable to expe any fimilar corverfions’
now ? ' May not any individual, or a number of individuals, -
when hearing a faithful difcourfe, *be now, as well as for,
merly, pricked in their hearts or wounded in their minds;
on account of their paft fins? And upon having the glad
tidings of falvation announced to them, may they not be-
lieve, and find inftantancous peace and joy din believing ?
And when any perfon is brought, by whatever means, under-
a ferious concern refpetting a future world, and afks with
the Jailor mentioned above, ¢ What muft I do to be
faved ? ” what .reafon can be affigned, why he may not as
foon be enabled to underftand and comply with the terms.of
acceptance (viz. living faith in Chrift) as he was, and ob-
tain deliveran¢e from his guilt and fear? Again, was not
the Eunuch, of whom we read in "Acts the 8th, fpeedily

. enlightened by the preaching of Philip ? ‘And, 'upon learning’

that Jefus of Nazareth was the Lamb of God, led to the
flaughter, as an expiatory- facrifice for his fins, did he not’
immediately believe in him with his heart unto righteouf-"
riefs, and find peace with God? - And may not any true’
penitent, receiving the fame information, imitate herein his
cxample, and find as readily the fame bleffing ?

The truth is, whatever may be the cafe with perfons who
have long been habituated to read, think, examine them-
felves, watch and /pray ; altho’ light, whether into thé Law,
or Gofpel, may be communicated to fuch by flow and im-"
perceptible degrees ; yet, I apprehend it is very different
with fuch thoughtlefs finners as compofe the butk of all
nations, even of thofe termed -chriftian. A fentence in a
fermon, a text-of Scripture occurring to their minds, a doc-
frine, precept, promife, ot threatening, offered in whatever
way to their attention, and apprechended, will, fometimes,
in a few minutes, or even in onc moment, communicate"
fuch light to them, and be a mean of fuch dif¢overy, as
fhall cither {uddenly wound or heal, bruife or bind up. 1
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am free to declare, that I myfelf have met with many, I
had almoft faid innumerable inftances of the kind, and am
fill in the habit of meeting with them frequently. For,
blefled be God, he has not yet ceafed to work in the hearts
of mankind, nor has he yet forfaken our land: nor, I truft,
will he forfake it. Only, let us not exemplify among our--
felves the unbelief and obflinacy of thofe of old, whom the
Apoftle addrefled in the following words, ¢¢ Behold, ye de-
fpifers, and wonder and perifh : for 1 work a work in your
days, a work which ye will in no wife believe, tho' a man
declare it unto you.” (A&s xiii. 31.) Let us not deny, let
¥s not undervalue, and cfpecially, let us not reproach the
work of God. At leaft, let ot ferious profelfors, who fear
him, and wifh well to his caufe,. do this. Let not™ them,
term it, enthufiafm. fanaticifm, or a delufion of the devil,
Let them remember the rule which Jefus hath given us, for
the dire@ion of our judgment in fuch matters. By their
fruits ye fball know them. And when ey fee evident proofs
of a change from fin to holinefs, in the heart and life of a
fellow creature; let them acknowledge, that a genuine work
of the Spirit of God has been wrought there. And if fuch
a perfon, with every mark of fincerity and truth about him,
do atteft that, at a certain time and place, all his guilt and
fear, anxiety and diftrefs of foul on account of fin, paft or
prefent, was removed, and that a firm confidence in God,
as a pardoning God, accompanied with peace and joy, thro’
believing, was communicated to him, let them not doubt
his teflimony. ‘

Now this, Gentlemen, is what we fometimes term chrif-
tian experience, becaufe it is the knowing by experience, or
trial, or preof, the things which we only knew in theory.
And, I doubt not, you will allow that there is a wide dif-
ference between knowing any thing, human or -divine, .
temporal or fpiritual, by experience, and knowing it only in
idea. To have an ldca, fuppofc, of forrow for fin, of con-
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fidence in God, of gratitude for his merciés, of love to his
name, of an hdpe of immortality, of joy -in that hope, is
furely not the fame thing with experiencing thefe'graces in
our own hearts. Bat the learned divine, you commend, i
confident, pa. 39, that ¢ the Methodiftic fenfe of the Wotd
experience, is totally incompatible with St. Paul’s train of
argument; which ranks experience before hope, as produc-
tive thereof ; whereas,” fays he, ¢¢ an éxperimental fesfingy
or perception of fweet peace with God, is équivalent to ex-
ultation, and therefore camnot be placed efore but 4fter
hope.” So much for the Do&or’s knowledge 'of the Haly

Scriptures and of divine things! You feey by this, Gentle-

men, that, to ufe St. Paul’s linguage on 4 fimilar occafioh,
he neither underffands what he fays, nor (the fubjed)
whereof he fo confidently affirms! Inficad of confidering
the hope of the gofpel, in the light in which it is alway$ re-
prefented in the New Teftament, as conféquent on jufifica-
tion and peace with God, and as having eternal falvation for
its obje@, he confiders it as preceding faith, and juflifica-
tion thereby, and 4s having only prefent parden for its ob-
je@&! He is not aware that the New Teftament hspe, is
the hope of eternal Iifz, Tit. i. 2. of the glory of God, Roth.
v. 2. of the inheritance, incoruptible, undefiled, and which
Sadeth not away, 1 Pet.i. 3; ‘and that we cannot poffibly
poflefs this, till we are conftituted hzirs of that inheritance,
and life eternal. For would it not be madnefs in any dne
to hope for an inheritance, of which he was not an beir, of
to which he had no title 7 Now in order to our being heirs
of the inheritance, we muft be children of God: ¢ If
children, ” fays the Apoftle, Rom. viii. ry, ¢ then heirs,
heirs of God and joint heirs with Chrift.” And in order
to our being children of God, we muft be ¢ juftified by faith,”
and “have peace with God through our Lord Jefus Chrift;"”
yea, we muft be adopted into his family, and regenérated by
his grace.. ¢ According to- his mercy,” fays the Apofile,
: Tit.
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Tit. iii. §—7, ¢ he faved vs, by the wathing of regenera-
tion, and the renewing of the Holy Ghoft ;—that, being
" Juftified by grace, we might be made heirs according to the
hope of eternal life.” Again, Gal. iv. 4y *“When the
fulpefs of time was come, God fent forth his Son,—that we
might receive the adoption of fons: Wherefore, thou art
po more a fervant but a fon, and i a Jon, an heir of God
thro’ Chrift. » Juftification, therefore, and adoption into
' God's famlly, arc abfolutely neceffary in order to our being
heirg of the heavenly inheritance, and cntxtled to entertain
a well-grounded hope of it.

« But an ‘experimental feeling, or perception of fweet
peace with God, is' equivalent to exultation.” No; By no
megns : it is an entirely different thing from it, and as the
Apoftle himfclf ftates, evidently precedes it. 1ft. We are
juftified by faith, and have peace with God. 2dly. We
have accefs by faith into the grace or ftate of favour and
acceptance, in which we ftand as God’s children. 3dly.
We have an hope of the glory of God, and rejoice or exult
in that hope, But our miftaken Divine tells us, that
peace with God ¢ cannot be placed before, but” muft come
¢ after hope.” In other words, an enemy and a rebel, not
fo much as pardoned or reconciled to his Prince, muft,
neverthelefs, hope to thare his crown. No: Let him firft

~ be forgiven and reconciled ; fccondly, taken into his Prince’s

" peculiar favour and friendfbip ; thirdly, be adopted for his
" child and-then, and not before, being made an heir, let
him entertain an hope of the Kingdom.

It is evident by all this, that what Dr. Hales means
by Hope, is not an expectation of futare felicity, in confe-
quencc of being ‘entitled to it, but rather an expe&tation of
" prefent pardon, not yet reccived. He procecds, ¢ The
Apoftle himfelf, in the fequel, defcribes the fate, even of
the faints themfelves, in fuch terms as are no way calcolated
o mfpuc impligit conﬁdencc, hardy affurance, or infallible

knowledge
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'knpv‘vledg;: of their own falvation.” Strange expreffions thefc

‘Indeed! But here, again, he totally miftakes the queftion. .
He means confidence, affurance, or knowledge of eternal
falvation. But who fpeaks of this? Not we: Not any *

that believe a child of God may fall from grace.” Only

thofe can, with propriety, fpeak of an aflurance or know- -
ledge of this, who hold'the de&rine of the infallible perfe- -
Werance of the faints. . What we mean by -¢¢ an affurance or
knowledge of falvation,” is, not an aflurance or knowledge °

that we fhall be faved into heaven, but that we are faved
on earth: fo far faved, at leaft, that we are juftificd, bom

‘from above, and made the children of God. But in order
‘to our being faved eternally, we muft perfevere; which we

bope to do, and in confequence thereof, to ¢¢ receive “the
end of our faith, the eternal falvation of our fouls.” All,
therefore, that he advances on this head, is faid in zgnoranixa
elenchi, in miftake of the queftion. - -
‘This is ftill more evident from the Do&or’s ftrange para-
phrafe on St. Paul’s words in the 8th chapter to the Romans,
which follow: (pa. 40,) * We ourfélves who have the firk
fruits of the Spirit, do groan in ourfelves, waiting for the
adoption, the redemption of our body: For by hope wers
we faved, but hope beheld is not hope, but aétual know-
ledge, for why fhould onc hope for what he: beholdeth?
But fince we hope for what we do not behold, we wait for
it with patience.” Leaving Dr. Hales to affign his reafons
for undertaking to mend our Tranflation here, 1 fhall enly
fay, that he appears entirely to miftake the Apoftic’s mean-
ing ; which is not to diftinguith between hopz “and knowledge,
ard to fet the one in oppdfition to the other: but between

- hope and  enjoyment. - Nor does he fay, or intend ‘to fay,

that they were faved by hope, as the Door would render
his words. The indefinite tenfe, 'ufed by the Apoftle here,
éewdnuss, muft be rendered as our Tranflators have rendered it,
we are faved,” or, our falvation is, by hope+ The plain and
evident
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ecvident meaning of which is, that our final falvation, ine -
cluding, as the Apofile here ftates, ¢¢ The -redemption of
our body” from the grave, is not feen or enjoyed, while we
are in the prefent world, -but only expedted, a declaration
nearly fimilar to one in the sth chap. of the 2 Epift. to the .
Corinthians ; ¢ While.at home in the body; we are abfent.
from the Lord : for we walk by faith, and not by fight ;™.
that is, while on earth, we only delicve in the future andy
heavenly world, we do not fee it, or enjoy its felicity.

Byt what has this to do, in fhewing that. ¢ the Metho-,
diftic fenfe of the word experience” is wrong and incompati-
ble with St. Paul’s do&trine? Why, fays Dr. Hales, ¢ St.
Paul ranks experience before hope, as produéive thereof.”
Bue will the Do&or permit me to remind him,.that St. Paul’
alfa ranks hape before experience # Does he not fay, *“We-
have accefs into the grace wherein we ftand, and rejoice in
hope of the glory of God. We glory in tribulation alfo,
knowing that tribulation worketh 'patience, and patience ex-
perienge, and experience hope.” The fenfe of which paffage.
is perfedly obvious. When, being juftified by faith, we hdve
peace with God, and accefs into a flate of grace,  We re-
joice in hope of the glory of God :” yea, ¢« We even glory in:
tribulation, knawing that tribulation worketh patience,” that
is, it exercifes, and thereby, thro’ the divine bleffing, increafes
our patience ; and the patient bearing of tribulation ¢¢ worketh
experience” or trial, or proof on trial, that is, it gives us an
opportunity or occafion ot knowing by experience, or trial, -
that God can and does fuppost us under our tribulations,
and, according to his promife, does not fuffer us to be
tempted above what we are able, but in every temptation,
makes ‘a way for our efcape, that we may be able to
bearit.” Hence, of courfe, arifes a farther degree of hope
that we fhall perfevere and obeain thecrown. A foldier, as
foon as he has enlifted,, and learned hig exercife, may hope
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to be viorious in the engagerpent’; but his hope is nos f4

Jfirm and affired, as that-of the experienced - veteran, whe

has often béen engaged in battle, and as often come off

vi@torious. The Apoftic adds, ¢¢and hope maketh us riot

athamed,” that is, we ncither are, nor fhall be, athamed
of eur having entertained this hope of eternal life, ¢ be-

caufe the love of God is fhed absead in our hearts by the .

Holy Gheft which is given unto us ;' for this love is an in-
fallible evidencde of our being children of God, and heirs of
glory.  For ¢ every onc that loveth is born of God, and
‘knoweth God,” and it is eternal life to know the only
tsu¢ God, and Jefus Chrift whom- he hath fent.”

But to return to your Paperof Evidences, upon which

I have two more obfervations to make. You lay befors -

your Readers. many very juft and foriptural marks of  the

- Mew-Birth, marks, by which it is highly proper, that al}-

fhould examine themfelves, who profefs to have experienced
that divine change, and havc had fpace of time fufficient,
and opportunity. to bring forth fuch impertant and neceffary

fruits of rightcoufnefs. Neverthelefs, I think you will:

allow, Gentlemen, that 2 man may know, and that affuredly,
that he is born of God, before he has had epportunity-to
learn by experience himfelf, or to manifeft to others, that
he has all thefe marks.. I refer chiefly to the following,
"« Doing righteoufnefs,” ¢ keeping the commandments of
God:» ¢ conquering all fin,” « ovércoming the world,”™
-« crucifying the fleth with its affie@ions and-lufts,” ¢¢ walk-
ing in the light,” ¢¢loving and doing good to our neighbour,™
.« living a life of perpetual-holinefs,” ¢¢perfevering in the
grace of God.” Surely, -befére a man has had opportunity
to evidence his regeneration in this way, he may know that he
is of God, by -the Spirit that God hath given Nim ;” not
« the Spirit of bondage to fear, butthe Spirit of Adeption,
whercby he cries, Abba, Father,” and which infpires him
with confidence and peace, love and joy, graces, which,
with
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with all his efforts, he ¢auld not‘create within himfelf, and
which arc infallible proofs of the prcfencc and agency of
the divine Spirit.

Such a knowledge had Peter, before he had time
to evidence his converflon, when he faid, ¢ Lord, thon
knoweft all things, thou knaweft that ‘I love thees” and
FThomas, when, his doubts being fcattered, "he exclaimed,
¢ My Lord, and my God!” The Jailor alfo, whéu he
rejoiced with alt his houfe in the falvation which he had re-
céived, and in the profpe@ of that ‘which he further ex-
pe@ed, had not yet had time to evidence the genuinenefs of
the change wrought in him, and yet his joy proves, that

‘he was in no uncertainty as to his acceptance with God. The
" fame may be faid of thofe converted on the day of Pentecoft.

They gladly received the ward, and were daptized in the
Name of the Lord Jefus for the remiffien of fm:, altho®
they had not had opportunity to prove their repentance or
their faith, in the way which, no doubt, they would in
general, afterwards thew it.  And, to add no more ime
ftances, fuch, Gentlemen, was the knowledge which the
‘Qiraker Woman had, of whom you have introduced the .
Rev. Charles Leflie, giving fo long an account in your
Numbcr for Augutt l1aft.
~ And, [ cannot but obferve here, that, notwithftanding
‘all the feriptural and excellent advice, which that Rev.
Divine gave her, it is evident, on the face of the ftory,
‘that fhe was @ill in a flate of doubt, as to her acceptance
with God, and therefore of fear with refpet to death and
its confequences, till the reccived that manifeftation of the
divine favour; which is there defcribed in the following
manner.  After fpeaking of ¢*the terrible apprehenfions”
he was under, left he had deceived her, by the manner in
which he had addrefled her, and of the trouble which was
upon him for an hour, on her account, he fays, ¢« Juft

“about ﬁx oclock, hey maid came running down, and faid,
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¢ You muft come up; for my miftrefs hath fent for you,
and the is well and ftrong, and more cheerful than I ever
faw her in my life.” We run up, and found her fitting up

jn bed, with both her arms expanded, and ufing them with

full freedom,  There was a frefh and lively colour in her
face, and her eyes fparkling with fuch a tranfpast of joy,
ps I never faw in any face before or fince : Her voice was
ftropg and loud, ‘and her words very dlﬂm& and articulate.
She faid, as foon as we came into the room, ¢I have fent
for you to let you know, how gracious God has been tome
He has.given me a foretafte of heaven; he has fhewed it
to me. Oh! the glorious fight that I have feen of angels
and blefled fpirits ; and Oh, the ravithing mufic! It is im--
poffible, ta exprefs it, My foul is exalted and enlarged !
Oh! I could dance, and | could fing, 1 could fly,” that was
her expreflion. ¢Came, faid fhe, weep no. more, but

praife God with me, laugh, rejoice, and fing!’ Im that -

rapture the continued abaut half.an hour.before we gave her
any interruption. . ‘The fitft thing. that, came into my mind;
was, that this mjght be a delirium ; but as he had not the
leaft of that during her whole. ficknefs, for which I have
often hca}rd her blefs God ;. fo it feemed firapge to me that
fuch fumes fhould reftore her ftrength, fpeech, fight, in fo
" wonderful a manner, after the had lain now fifteen hours in.

the very jaws of death; for the was every thing but dead.”™

¢¢ In all fhe faid, batmg the ftrangenefs, of what fhe related,
there. was not one dlfordczed word, or that favoured of light-
nefss And for nine hoyrs after that, fhe fpoke to her hufr
band, to her child, to her fifter, to her fervants, and con-
cerning her temporal: affairs, with as much qonﬁﬁcncy, ang
firength of rcafon; as in 3]l her life, nor. did one word,

that looked in the leaft giddy or hght-headed, drop from.
her; tho’ that tr:mfpoxt and Joy in her face, and cheer-.

fulnefs in hcr vaice, and all her a&ions continued with
'hsr all along, and in cvery thing fhe faid and did. The im~
' . ‘m:ilim
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preflion that ‘tranfport of pleafure had printed in her coutités
'nancé,' was not quite worn off when fhe expired, and feemed
to remain even after ‘her death: An air of fatisfa&ion ap=
peared in her corpfe. She died without a figh or groan, ot
the leaft ftruggle, or any thing more terrible than feeing one
fall ‘into a fweet fleep, juft at the clofe of the recommen-
datory prayer. A little before the died, when fhe could no
longer difcourfe, but fpeak’ fingle words, 1 faw her put her

“finger to her breaft, when death was making its laft effort,

and fay, ¢ Hard, hard;’ but then immediately, as if cor-
re@ing herfelf, the lift up'both her hands, and looking bp
with great cheerfulnefs in her eyes, the cried, ¢ This pain

‘is nothing ; joy, lieaven!’ which were the laft words I heard

her fpeak.” ~ o
In the relation, which you have publifhed in your Number
for November, of the penitent death of Bifhop Atherton,

. we find, pagcf 644, a fimilar account of an affurance of the

divine favour, 'by the influences of the Holy Spirit: ¢« The
mext morning, (which was the day of his execution,) hi¢’
firft falutation to me was, ¢ God hath heard me. -About
four or fivé o’clock this morning, for the fpace of an hour
and a half, I have had that fweetnefs in my foul, thofe re-
frethments in my heart, that I am not able to exprefs. I

Had fuch a weaning-from. this world, might I have enjoyed |

all the contents of it, fuch a truft and relying upon God in
committing ‘my wife and children to his care, fuch confi-
dence 'of God®s love and affiirance of parden, fuch a longing
to be diffolved, and to be with-Chrift,- fuch joy and inward

" eonfolation, 'as if 1 had been-in the fuburbs of heaven al-

ready, that I felt.-where my heart lay: I arofe out of my
bed, 'and gave God thanks'and praife upon my knees in the
place whese | had-begged it:* and fo he fell into abundance
of teats, adding, ¢ Whereas before, I wept for forrow, now
I weep for joy.”  Again, Pa. 650, ¢ When, (being on
the Ladder,) he faw fo m‘i&y weeping, he faid fo them, <%
S ‘ thank
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thahk God } dread net death ;* and that it proceeded not
from a prefumption, but from a prefent SENSIBLE apprebenfion
8 God's mercy, and an inward peace of confcience.”

Now, Gentlemen, after inferting in your Mifcellany,
and, I prefume, approving of thefe Accounts ; to be con.
fiftent with yourfclves, you muft never again cenfure the
Wefleian Methodifts,” as you term us, for teaching that
s the affurance of the divine forgivenefs and favour, by
means of fenfible” (obferve, not smpulfes, but if you pleafe)
tnfluences or sperations of the Holy Spirit upon the mind,”

. is a blefling attainable by mankind, from him who is no re-
fpecter of perfons, The Quaker Woman here, and her
Biographer, Mr. Leflic, fpeak -exa&ly our language, as
alfo the Author of "that Account of Bifhop Atherton. And
the nature of thefe relations is precifely the fame with
thofe, which many thoufands of the Members of our So-
«cicties arc wont to give from time to time, in ficknefs and
in health, in life and in death, in all parts of the kingdom,
and which we are in the conftant habit of publithing to thg
world, in our Magazines and other Books. - 1 expedt,
therefore, that we fhall -hear no merc from you on this
fubje&t. For furely you will not fo far lay yourfelves open
to the charge of partiality and prejudice, as to pronounce
that to be enthufiafm, funaticifm, fancy, the impulfes of an
beated imagination and delufion in a Methodift, which you
acknowledge to be the #urk of God in a Quaker, or mem-
bgr of the Church of England; efpecially as the. former
can, and does give as good evidence, in life and in death,

that his profeflion and teftimony are founded on truth, as -

the latter. Be this as it may, one thing is certain, for the

lip of Truth hath pronounced it, #ifdom is jufiified of all

her children. They that poffefs vital religion themfclves,

unlefs incafes of peculiar influence from prejudice, wxll

difcern and acknomledge it in others, ,
: As

-~
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As I havé this uncxpeed opportunity, I will take the
liberty of making one or two obfervations more. Ia the
notice which you have been pleafed to take of fome things,
which you'think deferving of cenfure, in the Minutes of ou-
1aft Conference:; (for you can find nothing worthy of com-
mendatioh, not cven in our Addrefs to our Societics, re-
fpe&ing their duty in the prefent awful crifis of public af-
fairs,) you fay, (pa. 571, Number for Sept. 1803,) ¢ We
are forr§ to obferve: that the feparation of the Methodifts
from the Church of England, rotwithRanding their profef-.
fions of artachment to her communion, becorhes wider and
wider every year, and we doubt not, will foon be com.
plete. At each fueceeding Conference, during the laft feven
or ¢ight years, numerous Societies obtained leave to have
the Saeramient of the Lord’s-Supper adminiftered by theit
own Preachers. At the laft Conference no fewer than thirty-
five Societies, in different parts of the Kingdom, petitioned
for 4 fimilar indulgence, and had their requeft granted.”
Permit me to aflure you; here,. Gentlemen, that I regret
this, perhaps, full as much as you do, having from my
childhood been miuch attached to the Eftablithed Churéh,,
and that from principle, and therefore, having been ear-
neftly defirous, from my firft becoming a Member of the.
Methodift Society, that our people thould every where
rémain in her communion. I have alfo, for many years,
uled my beft endeavours, as my Brethren and many others,-
ib different parts of the Kingdom, well Knew, to accomplifh
this end, which has always appeared to. mt¢, on many ac-
counts, very defirable. But I am now more than ever dif-

- couraged from perfevering in this sttempt, perceiving that not

only the immoral condult and perfecuting fpirit of many of the-
uncnlightened Clergy, but alfo and efpecially, that the sx-
kindnefs and bitterntfs of many, whom I believe, upon the
whole, to be pious, are infuperable obftacles in our way;

I ' \v The
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. "The body of our people and preachers, I am perfuaded; love
both the Doé&rine and Service of the Church of England :
But they can diftinguifh between truth and error, ‘in matters
of religion, between piety and profanenefs, love and enmity.
And they will not be prevailed upon, by any efforts we
can ufe, to attend the miniftry of thofe, whom they confider
as affiduoufly difleminating deftru&ive error, as difgracing
the chriftian charater by their condud, or as being aCtuated
by a fpirit of bitternefs towards them, mecrely becaufe they
judge it expedient to ufe other means of edification, and
helps to piety, befides thofe which they may have, in their
feveral parithes from the parochial Clergy. Add to this,
that while gur people are confcious that their end in uniting
themfelves together in religious Societies, in building chapels,
in opening new places of worfhip, and in fending miflionaries
to preach the Gofpel to the Negroes in the Weft-India
Iflands, and to the Roman Catholics in Ireland,* and the
poor and ignorant inhabitants of North-Wales, in their
native languages, is merely the reformation and falvation of
, . , mankind ;

* The Reader will pleafe particularly to obferve, that the Mi(-
fionaries addrefs the Catholics in Ireland in their own native lan-
guage. The advantage which this gives them is very great.
Many are hereby induced to hear them who otherwife would not,
and they that are thus inclined to hear, are by this means difpofed
to lend the more attention, while the expreflive, and forcible
mature of the Irifh language, feems to add greater energy to the
word fpoken. In aletter dated Dublin, 22d. laft month, one of the
Miffionaries obferves, < We are juft returned from the Weftern part
of the Kingdom, the County of Mayo, a part that abounds with
Catholics, with a few Proteftants thinly {cattered among them.
Our labours, in our laft'tour, have been' more particularly con-

fined to that. County. .Every town and ftreet were oEen to us,
the Gentlemen there, moftly underftand the Irifh Language.

Many of them attended. our preaching, and appeared to hear us

with great delight, and, I hope with profit alfo. For, what in

Englifh they would difdain to hear, or would perhaps be offended

at, they can well bear, and are pleafed with when fpoken in Irith.

If any drunkard, or notorious finner, were at any time difpofed to

. annoy us in any flreet, fuch was the general difpoﬁtici:l of our
‘ carcrs
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mankind ; it cannot be but they muft conceive an unfavour-
able idea of thofe perfons, whether minifters or people, who,"
inftead of countenancing and aflifting them in their laudablg
defigns, are continually pouring cold water upon, and coun-
teracting their beft endeavours for the good of their fetlow-
creatures. The fame confequences muft follow upon the
condu@ of thofe alfo, who, inftead of readily acknowledg-
ing and rejoicing in every thing that is evidently difinterefted

hearers towards us, that none dared to ftir. The poor people under-

ftood us fo perfeftly, that they frequently came in crowds around
us, and attended with great re(peét and delight. And they were
the more particularly attentive to us, when we opened to them

. the pure parts_of their own do&rines. Thefe indeed, mixed

with the impure, they generally have by heart from their little
Catechifms, but (like many, very many of our Proteftants, who
know not their own doltrines,) they do not at all uriderftand
them. But by explaining thefe particular parts to them, and not
heeding the reft for the prefent, we were enabled, without pre-
judicing them, fully to preach the Gofpel to them. And their
yieldiug hearts often melted like wax before the fire, and their
tears flowed like water. The noife of their fighs, cries, and
prayers, fometimes fo filled the fireets where we ftood, that it was
both awfual and pleafing to obferve it. And in feveral places
they came out at night, and filled the houfes where we were, and
both men and women, and even the children were in tears.
After preaching, we generally diftributed a number of little
Traéts among them, which we got printed, containing the
fubftance of the doétrine which we preach. Thefe they gcne"-
rally received with fuch eagernefs, that they feemed ready to
fmother, or pull us to pieces, in ftriving to get them. Thefe
they carry with them into the mountains and villages, and I hope,
are profited by them. I enclofe one of thefe noticed by Dr. Hales,
in his Pamphlet, and alfo one which I am now diftributing.1 1
have thought it expedient to vifit fome of the Papith Clergy,
and to lay before them the dotrines which we preach.' This [
have done both in Munfter and Connaught, and they have {eemed
to be rather pleafed that I went to fee them in fo friendly a way.
They were civil, and received my little Trafts. One of
their Bifhops faid he was thankful to me for calling on him, and
that, whilft I preached fuch things as T laid before him, I ought
not to be impeded. We are thankful to our Englith Brethren for
keeping our way open, and for the fupply of T rats, Teltaments,
and Bibles, for the ufe of the poor blind creatures of this King-
dom ;. in that day, Itraft, we fhall all rejoice together.”
. : t See the Appendixe i
I: and
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and good among: us, feem to be only conceraed to find oas
fomewhat deferving of cenfure and condemnation. .
How far the Authors of fome of the pieces inferted in the
Chriftian Obferver,® have aled thus, it muft be left to the
public to judge. For my part, 1 muft declare, both from
the acquaintance 1 had with fome faid to be coneerned in con
ducting that Work, and from the Profpeétus which firft ap.
nounced its appearance, [ expeted better things from it:
And it has not been without confiderable relu@ance, that I
have relinquithed, in any degree, .the expectation I had en-
tertained, ‘that both Chriftianity and the Church of England
would receive eflential fervi.e from fuch a Publication.
At prefent, I acknowledge, my hopes are confiderably
abated ; and I am inclined to think, that the circulation of
it among our people, to whom it at firft promifed to be of
fingular ufe, will now be greatly contraGted. Inftead of
many thoufands of them becoming fublcribers to, and being
cdified by the perufal of your Work, which, had you treated
us, I do not fay with the kindrig/}, but with the juffice we
had a right to expe&, I am confident would foen -have beon
the cafe, you are taking the moft effetual method to induce
thofe who have been in the habit of reading it, to s their
" attention to other books. But this is not all, By fuch
fteps, you are doing what you little imagine ; you are con-
tributing, in no fmall degree, to increafe the prejudices of
many againft that very Church of England, whofe interefts
you with to advance, and are driving from her communion
not a few that were born within her pale. Nor is this the
worft. You are not only increafing the number of Diffenters,

. "® One proof of this fpirit of bitternefs, we find in your Review
of Milner’s Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, Number for O&tober, pa. 614
The Editors there obferve, that’ W. De St. Amour ¢ chiefly
diftinguifhed himfelf in controverfy with the Mendicant Orders,
whofe prattices, in fome refpe@s, have been adopted in our own
times with great fuccefs by felf-conftitated Teachers, who intrude
into the folds even of thofe regular Paftors who are found in the
faith, and exemplary in their lives.” Ibid. pa. 614.

' : " which
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which many will think is no evil, but you are increaflng the.
number of infidels and fumners. Can you fuppofe, Gentle
men, that fruc and gesuine religion will gain any thing, fup-
pofing it were in your power to effect it, by your bringing the
Wefleian Methedifts, to ufe your own phrafe, into difcredit,
and leflening their influence in th: community 2 Will you
fay with the Latin Poet ;
¢« Non tali auxilio, non defenforibus ;!hs
Tempus egee?

Have you 10 need of theu- help againft ungodlmefs and vice,
at a time when fo much depends on the reformation of the
poopla? Or de you fuppofe that the ungodly or immoral
will become-better difpefed fowards 'pic‘y. and virtue, by
fecing profeffors attack ang another, and that refpeting
matters of little or no moment ?  And, priy, Geatlemen,
if fuch a condué were, at any time, proper to be purfued,,
is this, above all others, the fit feafon for it? Is our na-
tion in no danger? If it be, what are the caufcs ? Are-
they not chiefly, infidelity and fin# And, if fo, ought not
every well-wifher to his country, to tura his arms againf}
thefe our common enemies, rather than againft his fellow-
fervants, and the true, altho’ perhaps weak, and, infome
refpes, miflaken difciples of our one long-fuffering and
gradions Mafter ? Shall any of thofe minifters of his blefled,
Word, ¢ Whom he hath made rulers over his houfehold,

_ td.give.them their meat in due féafon,” inftead of attending

to their duty in this refpect, and doing as they are com-
manded, begin, if aot % to eat and drink with the drunken,”
yet *¢to {mjte their fellow-fervants,” who, perhaps, arg
equally faichful and: diligent with themf{elves, and this, at
the very time when He, the Lord and Mafter of them all,
isin the very aé of coming to vifit and pynifh the Country
where they all refide ? Nay : for the honour of Chrift, tha
eredit of bis caufe, the enlargement of his Church, and the..

good of our Country, let us not be guilty af fuch folly
o ‘ and
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and wickednefs. Let us not contend and firive with one

another: Let us only contend and ftrive againft profane.
nefs and immorality, againft infidelity and fin!  And, in-
ftead of hindering, let us aflift, to the utmoft of our power,

_all that are employed in fo good a work, as that of forward--

ing the defign on which the Son of God came into the world,
and fpreading piety and virtue among mankind. Blefed,
greatly blefled is that fervant, whom bis Lord, when he cometh,
Jball find fo doing: Verily, fays the faithful Witnefs, ke
Shall make bim ruler over all his goods. Whatever idea you
may have formed of us, Gentlemen, and howev'r crro-
neous you may think our principles or praflice to be,
we are confcious to ourfelves, that this is our grand, yea,
our fole objeft in the whole of our economy, and therefore
we have no doubt, but, however unworthy we may be of it,
we fhall obtain our Lord’s bleffing.

Indeed, I hope you yourfelves, on more mature refle@ion,
will allow this. In perufing your review of the Bifhop of
Lincoln’s late Charge, (Number for Sept. pa. 545,) I have
met with a paffage which has pleafed me fo much, 'that, to
thew my approbation of it, and bring it before the view of
my Readers, who may not have feen that number of your
Work, I fhall here tranferibe it. ¢ Does a Minifter infift
on the do&rines of human depravity, and falvation by grace?
Does he point to Chrift Jefus and him crucified, as the:
only Saviour of finners, and the only Refuge from deferved
wrath: and to the Holy Ghoft as the only San&ifier of the
people of God? Does he inculcate the neceflity of repent-
ance from dead works; of faith in the atoning blood of
Chrift; of a renewal of the heart to holinefs after the
image of God; and of a fupreme love to God iffuing in
uniform, cheerful, and univerfal obedience to his command-
ments?  Does he, from thefe premifes, clearly and unequi-
vocally maintained, deduce the obligation of chriftians te
lead lives of faith in the Son of Ged ; to cultivate all thofe

:.. holy,
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sholy, heavenly, and devout affections, to perform all thofe
civil, focial, and relative duties which are required, either
by the precepts or fpirit of the Gofpel? Does he enforce
the various obligations of Chriftianity by their proper
motives and fan&ions, fpeaking as a dying man, to dying
men, earneftly and affetionately urging them to flee from
the wrath to come, and to attend to the things which belong
to their peace? Does he thew a real folicitude for the fpiri-
tual welfare of his flock, affiduoufly watching over them
as one who muft give account, framing his condut and
converfation, as well as his public difcourfes, according to
the Gofpel? Then, whatever be the [entiments of fuch an
one, with refpe€t to the Calviniftic controverfy, he is an
evangelical minifler, of the fame fchool with the Apoftles of
old ; he is a true fon of the Church of England, embued
with the fpirit of our firft Reformers; and, by whatever
name he may be called, or whatever fuccefs may attend his
labours, ¢ yet furely his judgment is with the Lord, and
his reward with his God.” :

¢¢ On the other hand, whoever either partially, faintly,
or fuperficially exhibits any of thefe grand and eflential
truths: Whoever cither lofes fight of them entirely, or
when he brings them into view, treats them as mere inci-
dental appendages, inftead of neceffary and indifpenfable
parts of vital Chriftianity ; WHATEVER BE HIS NAME,
cither affumed or impofed, WHATEVER BE HIS CLAIMS or
PROFESSIONS, he is not a true minifter of the Gofpel, nor
a true fon of the Church of England: He can have no
juft title to be denominated Evangelical.”

Now, here, Gentlemen, you have fpoken our very fen-
timents, and if you-abide by thefe declarations, we and you
fhall foon unite. At leaft we fhall have no fufficient caufe of
difference. The Minifters, whofe chara&er you draw firft,
we cheerfully hail as -true Ambaffadors of our Lord Jefus
Chrift, and are glad you do not make their receiving Epif~

. copal
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copil Ordination to be a meceflary qualification For ehele
office. The latter, we think with you, sre not trap fer<
vants of Chrift, nor Minifters fent by him, by whateves
autherity, and in whalever way, they may have been appoint-
ed. And, we hope, that, if it thall ever hereafter lie in
your way to mention the Wefleran Methodiffs, you - wifl

not fail to remember this your juft and ftriking delineation

of true and falfe Minifiers. And, fhould: you, at any
time, be difpofed even to go out of your way to notice us,
1 truft you will take care you de not give any of your fmalf
friends reafon to fay, that you drew }our own charaéler, when,’
in ‘your Number for O&ober laft, pa. 625, you faid,
¢ Suine are zcalous, on the fide of the diftinguithing doc-
trines of Chrifiianity ; but they are, at the fame time, fo’
alive to the evils of Methodifm, enthufiafm, and antino.’
mianilm, that they are almoft exclufively occupied in oppof~
ing the growth of thefe érrors ; not confidering how few are’
the fanatics in their cengregations, when compared with
the mafs of nominal believers, and even of dpen finners,
whom it is incumbent on them to ¢ reprove, rebuke, exhort
with all long-fuffering and do@rine.” This certainly is’
not now your charafer. You are far from being ¢ excluffvely
occupied” in oppofing thefe things. In every Number of
your Work, you explain and inculcate many important
branches of truth and duty, and I truft you will do this

more and more. .
One obfervation more and I have done. You blame us-

for not fuppreffing- entirely in our Societies the praétiec,-
which, in two or three inftances has taken place, of women
teaching in public. Permit me to obferve, Gentlemen, that
if we have not proceeded, at once, fo far as you think we
dught, it has neither been bwing to eur approving of the
pradtice in queftion, nor to our fiar of our people, whofe
obedience, in all reafonable points, we have caufe to com-
mend, But is is becaufe we judge, that in a point of this
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nature, which, we conceive, does not involve amy effential
truth ot duty of the Gofpel, but merely a matter of pmd'cnr,i
altho’ Apoflalic regulation, fome lenity is duc to tender, but
mifinformed confciences. Try, Gentlemen, if you can per-
fuade the whole body of Quakers, that it is abfolutely wn~
Jeriptural, and thercfore unlawful in any cafe, for a woman
to addrefs a public congregation on religious fubje&ts. If

. . you find you cannot, confider, that, perhaps, we ‘may have

in pur congregations and focieties, in differeat places, indivi--
duals, who have rcceived fimilar views with theirs, and in-’
terpret the paffages of Scripture in queftion, (which I think ’
with you, exprefsly forbid women to preach,) ina way re~
fembling that in which the Quakers underftand them. We
do not conceive that.we have any authority, from the great
"Head of the Church, to lord it over his heritage, or to
bear hard on the prejudices of our mifinformed or weak
brethren. To urge that the Apoftle exprefsly forbids ity
and therefore that it is, in al/ cafes, abfolutely unlawful,
is begging the queftion. You and I are perfuaded that he
does: But they are of a‘different opinion. And I appre~
hend it will be no eafy tafk to convince them of their miftake.
This, however, is no new thing in our Conneé&ion, It
has exifted, in fome degree, and perhaps in as great a degree
as at prefent, almoft from the firft rife of the Methodift
Societies, and we -a& towards thefe two or tliree of our
Sifters that have occafionally fpoken in public, precifely as
Mr. Wefley aed in his day. In general, if we connive aty
we do not countenance or encourage their public fpeaking.
This appears even from the Regulations made at our laft
Conference, and noticed by you in your Numbet for Sept.
laft ; Regulations which amount- te a virtual prohibition of
this pradtice, as perfons better acquainted with our ecconomy
would have knawn. And. it is fill more evident from the
refalution of our Irith Conference, in. the year 1§02, when,
after mature deliberation on the fubje@, it was determined
IS K T as
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as follows: ¢TIt is the judgment of the Conference, that
jt is contrary both to Scripture and Prudence, that women
thould preach or fhould exhort in public; and we direck
the Superintendents to refufe a Society-Ticket, to any woman
in the Methodift Conneétion, who preaches or who exhorts
in any public congregation, unlefs the entirely ceafe from fo
doing.”* The fenfe of our Brethren in England, is clearly
the fame, in general; altho’, on account of fome particular
circumftances, conne@ed with the reafons above-mentioned,
of regard to tender but mifinformed confciences, they have
not thought it proper, juft at prefent, to proceed fo far as to
exclude from our Societies any woman, who, believing fhe
bas an extraordinary call to teach or exhort in public, fhall,
in general, confine herfelf to her ewn fex, and occafionally
addrefs tbem, and them only.

While, Gentlemen, you fo narrewly mfpc& and magnify -

every feeming imperfeion in the Methodift economy, is it
fair, is it candid, is it becoming your profefled charafter of
CHrisTIAN Obfervers ; thus, to pafs over, without any fort
of obfervation, that part of our conduét in Ireland, which,
ypon your own principles, you cannot but approve, when,
at the fame time, you fo pointedly cenfure the Englith Con.
ference upon the very fame fubje@&? Let it not be faid, you
do not obferve our conduét there ; while you retain Dr. Hales
as Infpecior General for that Department.

Let me remark, however, if I were afked, which of
the two following is the greater or more unfcriptural error,
I fhould not hefitate one moment what to anfwer: 1 mean,
3ft, Thatdf a pious and intelligent womap, fuch as the late
Countefs of Huntingdon, or the prefent Mrs. Fletcher,
wpon a fingular occafion, and when people are perithing for
lack of knowledge, taking upon her to declare and enforce
by word or writing, in public or private, impertant, offantial,

® Minutes of the Irith Confcxence for xSoz, and Myles's
Hxﬁ:ory of the Methodifis,
. ’ and
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w and negledted Truth § or, adly, That of 2 Clergy man, or
7,’? Minifter, even with the commiffion, fuppofe of a Right'
** Rev. Lord Bifhop, diffeminating fuch grand and deftrucive

miftakes as thofe we frequently hear declared from our Pul-
pits, and which I have here fhewn are contained in-¢“ Metho-
" difm Infpe@ed,” altho’ inconfiderately commended by the
““" Chriftian Obferver. Praying that God may preferve all whe
“ wifh well to his Truth and Caufe, efpecially all that fpeak. .
“* in his Name, from handling the Word of God deceitfully,

...... and from every hurtful error of whatever kind.
P ' )

't I remain,
GENTLEMEN,
Your very obedient Servant in our common Lord,

i - Joszex Bensow.
i Lenden,
i Nov. 18, 1803,
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The Tra@ referred to by Dr. Hales, as circulated by the Me.
thodift Miflionaries among the Irithh Roman Catholics, ad-
drefled 70 ewery Lover of Lruth. .

* $62T4s better to Read and Think, and Obey GOD in Time, thar
Feel his Wrath, and Weep and Howl, for ever.

% AS it is appointed unto men once to die, and after death the
judgment, and then, if fit for glory, to dwell with God for ever;
or, if unfit—if unholy, to be calt into that place where the fmoke
of the torments of the pamnep alcendeth up for ever and ever;
and as none that are loft, can come back to have another offér of
mercy, but then are loft, irrecoverably loft; and that through all
eternity : Doth it not now behove every one of us while yet God

. gracioufly affords time and fpace to repent, maturely to confider
our {tate, and PREPARE to meet our GOD?

¢ In"what ftate then are the following? viz.—Swearers, liars, pet-
jurers, murderers, fighters, brawlers, and backbiters ; perfecuors,
and haters of good, people; proud, vain, malicious, paflionate,
or angry perfons; hypocrites, and deceivers; fabbath-breakers,
lovers of pleafure, drunkards, and gameflers; covetous perfons,
lovers of the world, extortioners, and thieves; whoremongers,
unclean perfons, and adulterers; idolaters, and covenant breakers;
that have broken their vows with the God of Heaven, and Rill
do perfift in their fins?>—(And; Oh! what fwarms of thefe are
svery where to be found!) In what ftate, I afk, are thele? Are
- they that do thefe, or any of thele things, in a ftateof grace?
Are they chriftians? Are they children of God ? Are they at all

of the church of Chrift? No:—And yet what other in the general
have we but thefe P—Oh, that men would open theircyes e're it be
too late! If thou art an honeft Catholic, (that is one freed from fin,*
by the Sprit of God, for none other isa CATHOLIC) thine own
reafon and the word of God tell thee, thefe are not in any good way,
As Nebuchadnezzar, Dan. iv. g3. having received the mind, or
nature of a beaft, (though he retained the form of a man,) rin
from men and dwelt with beafts, and did eat grafs with them, fo
thele finners, though men as to their bodies, yet in nature or
{pirit are like devils; any thing they do for God, they do it with
relutance; yea, they hate the ftri€tnefs of his holy law, ways and
people,—they do the devil’s work, and love the company of fuch,
and yet are called chriftians! Alas! What will the end of thefe
be? See John vii. 44. Chrift faith, ¢ Ye are of your father
the devil.”  They are breakers of God’s holy law ; (a) they have
#* The context {hews the meaning to be *free from the power of fin,”" foas

not to be in fubjection to it, nor knowingly and wilfully to commit it: which was
evidently St. Paul’s meaning in thefe fame words, quoted from Rom. vi. 18,

(a) Why is the fecond commandment, (in Exodus xx. 4, 5, 6.) keptout
of moft Catholic Manuals and Catechifms, and the tenth divided into two te
make up the nwnbes 2 feging God’s curfe is agaiuft them rhat add or dimi‘r{iﬂ\.
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loft their baptifm (if any they had,) Set Cathofic Chriftian on
Baptifm, page 14, * The firlt wilful fin any one commits after
baptifm, he lofes the grace of baptifm and all that title to an
¢ternal inheritance, and immediately becomes a {lave of the devil,
and an heir of all the woes of hell.” Alfo the great St. Paul,
concerning bapti{m, faith nearly the fame,” Rom. ii. 25. ¢ Cir-
cumcifion [or baptilm] verily profiteth if thou keep the law,
but if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcifion is made

.uacircumeifion,” They are now unbaptifed. They are in a flate

of (what the Catholics call mortal) fin, under the curfe of God,
let them be of what pame foever, and muft remaia fo for ever,
unles JESUS CHRIST himfelf, baptifs them with the HOLY
GHOST, which he certainly will do, if they take the alarm,
and earneftly, with penitent hearts, perfeveringly entreat him.

¢ Every true Proteftant will heartily acknowledge the above
truths; a proteftant being gpe that, with a broken, contrite heart,
has forfuken all fin, and has, thro’ faith in Chuift, received the
inward fpiritual grace, that is, ¢ a death unto fin, and new birth

- unto righteoufnels 3 (fe¢ Proteflant catechifm on baptifm,) and

after this new birth, walks before God, the remainder of his days,
in righteoufnefs and true holinefs. Such an one is N0 HERETIC,
sbut an neIR of GOD.—But a finner” (one going on.in known
fin) “¢ is no proteftant.

¢ Art thou a Diffenter? Thou knowelft thefe {wearers, liars, &c.
are none. As a true Diflenter is one that ha$ béen duly convinced,
by the Spirit of God, that all men; while in their natural ftate,
are {inners, and enemies to God; that the curle and wrath of Ged
is due to every fin; therefore with true repentance and forrow of
heart, has turned from all fin to God; has fled to Chrift, has
been freely juftified by his grace, thro’ faith in his bloed ; and
has an ASSURANCE" ¢ of God’s love, peace of confcience, .
and joy in the Holy Ghoft;'(' b) leads a holy life, and being

- ¢eletted thro’ fan&tification of the Spirit anfl belief of the truth,

unto unfeigned obedience,” he keeps the commandments of God,

‘blamelefs. () They that enjoy not thefe things have only the

empty name, and are deceived. The fame holds good with re-
fpe@t' to every other name —Thefe have not the Spirit of Chrift:
all muft allow that ; therefore they are none of his; whether they
be teachers or hearers: If hearers, all their duties are an abomi-
mation to God; for before repentance, no fervice or duty is ac-
cepted of him,—I[f teachers, God hates and curfes all their fer-
vices, Mal.ii. 1, 2, 3. HE never fent finners” (living in known
fin, as the following claufe explains it,) “to be teachers of his
people, PRl 1. 16. ¢ Unto the wicked God faith, What haft
thou to do, to declate my ftatutes,” &c. and Jer. xxiii. 21.

¢ Seeft thou then a teacher that is'a finner? thou feeft an enemy
to God, and a falfe prophet: for his fin is his mark, fay what
he will; (d) thefe fay ‘none can be frec from fin—fo, they need
not blame their people, nor their people them, for their finning ;

(b) Sce the Aflembly’s Catechifm. (c) Lukei. 6. Rev. xxii, Iga

= (d) Even tho' a worker of miracles, Matt, vii. 23, 33.
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.they play into each other’s hand, and bear with, and ﬂ,rengtheﬁ
each other, till death ; but what will they then do?
¢ The deluded hearers of thefe may be in the Alehoufes unheeded,
roaring, curfing, fighting, -and drinking; and in every other place
where fin is pratiled, only let them not dare to hear the fervants
of Gop, [thefe, in their eyes are the falfe prophets;] or be
found weeping and praying among the people of God! This,
with them, is the CRIME of all crimes moft to be punifhed!
©Oh! blindnefs! Oh} madnefs!!
¢ Had you but feen 2 man’out of his reafon, or in the plague,
making up worthlefs boluffes for others in the fame ftate, and thus
deftroying both himfelf and them:—Then you might fee a juft
piGture of thofe filly teachers, whofe people and themfelves live
n their fins, {the worft of all plagues,] from youth to old age,
and amufe themfelves with rites and ceremonies, till they die p
their fins, and perifh for ever.
 Sinners may be flattered with fine names, yet they are but {laves
of fin, children of Satan, and have the fpirit of the evil oney .
the fruit difcovers the tree: No man can ferve two mafters; fo -
the devt/ is the finner’s mafter. Oh! finner! finner! deceive
thyfelf no longer, but belicve the truth of thy danger, and tremble
at thy ftate; for, as the tree falls fo it lies; and ¢ in the place .
where the tree falleth there it fhall be,” Eccl. xi. 3. Yes, the
moment the finner falls dead, he drops into everlafting torments §
therefore be not amufed with being of this or that church, with
. the falfe words of men, or ceremonies of any church, for thefe
things cannot at all fave you before or after death. ¢ (e) Without
the Godhead, nothing can, have any worth er price in man.’
Surely GOD dwells not in any ungodly man. )
¢ All the contrivances of men cannot keep a finner out of pers
dition ; yourfelves may know fuch things are refuges of lies}
Therefore, again I warn thee from the God of Heaven, be no
longer deceived ; burft into tears of penitential woe ; flee quickly
from every fin, and turn to God; believe on the Lord Jefus
Chrift, and cry thro’ him to God to fend the Holy Spirit inta
thine heart: Then, by the power of the Spirit convincing thee
of fin; thou fhalt feel a true godly forrow, working repentance
unto life ;~a brokennefs of heart, a great hatred to fin, to thy-
felf, for have finned, and to the company of finners: An
iwhen. the Spirit works in thine heart faith in Chrift, whereby
thou mayeft be enabled to apprehend him, thro’ the promife of
life, and have his blood favingly applied to thy wounded con-
fcience 5 then thou fhale feel fweet peace with God, and the love
of God fhed abroad in thine heart by the Holy Ghoft given to
thee, Rom. v. 5. then thou fhalt KNOW all thy fins are tsuly
pardoned, Pl ciii. g.—12. Col.i. 14, Eph.i, 7. 1 Jobniu
12. ‘I write unto vou little childien, becaufe your fins Arp
forgiven ycu For his Name's fake.” Thy foul (hall then be happy
dn God, and thy very nature changed. Then fhall the word of

{e) See shie bym.: io Chalonas's Garden of the foul, page 196.
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Cod be dear to thee, none will be able to diffuade thee from read-

ing it; then fhall the means of grace, the ways and people of
God be delightful to thee; then blind guides or falle prophets cany
no longer deceive thee; then, and not till then, (till this divina
change ‘take place in thine heart) fhalt thou be a true chriftian, a
new creature, one born again.—Then will appear the fruits of
the Spirit—love, joy, peace, gentlenefs, goodnefs, &c. Againft

thefe there is no law, no law of God, here or hereafter, Gal. v. -

23. Then thou art wathed in the blood of Chrift from thy fins,
Rev. i, 5. then thou art purged by fire, (f) by the fire of God’s
love, Mat. iii. 11, Mal, iii. 2. for there is no other fire can at all
urge the foul from fin, in whole or in part, but the fire of God’s
ove, infufed by the Spirit; for fin is not matter that might be
burned away by fire. Reader, knoweft thou not that the Holy
Ghoft faith, Againft the true believer, that has the fruits of the
Spirit, s NO law, and 1 John i, 7. ¢ The blood of Jefus Chrift,
cleanfeth from ALL fin;’ yes, from all, or from none. Now,
be wife, and believe the Holy Ghoft bifore the inventions of
men.—

¢ Good fruits prove that the tree is made good ; but never boaft
of the tree till the good fruit appear. Never talk of the goodnefs
of your religion till it is evident you are no longer a finner, but
a holy man; for bad fruit proves a bad tree, and God faith,
$every trec that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down and
caft into the fire,” Matt. vii. 15, Any other way of falvation,
hut this change of heart and life, by the Spint, thro’ Chrift, wilf
furely let you down to hell; therefore. be warned. In ‘formep
times all that were warned, and took it, and repented, found
mercy 3 but they that perfifted were damned, and fo it will be
for ever. LOT watned Sodom and Gomerrah to quit theiw
fins,—they laughed at him, bat now they are bearing the vene

“geance of eternal fire, JESYS CHRIST himfelf wamed Jerue

falem, but the priefls and people liking their own way better than
his, ftigmatifed him, called. him a decciver, and crucified him,
But fee their end.” And will any flill venture to défpile and
negle& thefe truths, harden hié heart, and in on?  If fo, a day-
and time is at hand, is faft approaching, when the Lord of Hofts,
who hates {not names -but} all fin, will come at: thee and open
a fcene, a dreadful fcene to thee, that will vex thee for ever.—»
Not the Red Sea, that fwallowed ftiffnecked Pharozh, but a fea
of fire will open to receive thee; and Chrift, the Truth, whom,
[with all his Apoftles and fervants,] you now rehift, is a flong
that will fall upon thee, and prevail againtt thee, and grind thee
to powder, JONAH the prophet, by the command of God,
warned Nineveh ; they took it, they sepented with fafting, weep-
ing, and cries for mercy; God h their prayer, and fpared

them, Go-thou, (and be not hindered by men or devils, fear or I

(£) A@s i, g, He will purge them. 1fa. iv, 4, 8y the Sgivit of Burning. Ses
:go the hymn in Chalopes’s Menual fpeakini of the fire oq' the fpurit ta deitroy
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fhame, flattery or perfecution,) and do likewife, and he, thro,

Chrift, vl fpare thee, and poar his Spirit upon thee, and will

“ blot out the cloud of thy fins from before him. Then thou fhalt

feei the terror and fling of death taken away, and thylelf made

an héir of eternal glory. Now thou art warned, if thou take

it, well; if not, thou fhalt remember it, and thy ftubbornnefs

with inexpreflible forrow thro’ all the a: > of eternity. :
I am thy friend, G.O. liiiLaNTRROPOS,?

[ o0 ol gl g o ¥ o5 ol o

The T a8 r-ferred to, page 67, which the Miflionaries were dif-
tribating in November lat, termed 4 Friendly Warning, con-
tains fentiments perfectly fimilar to the above, of which the
following are a fpecimen.

«¢ OPEN Sinners are in a ftate.of (what the Catholics call Mortal,,
and Proteftants Deadly) Sin, under the curie of God; they have-
not the Spirit of Chrift—all muft allow that ; therefore, whether
they be teachers or hearers, “they are none of his;” God dif<
regards all their duties and prayers becaufe they perfift in fin : fee
Plal. Ixvi, 18. Ma.\. s5. When ye fpread forib your hands, I awill
bide 7wine ¢es from you : yea, awlen ye make many preyers, 4 awill not
kear. Prov. xxviil. 9. He that turneth awiay his ear from bearing
the lew, even Lis prayer fball e abomination. Sin, or rebellion
againft God, is a reproach to any people, but in a PasTor, itis
awfully fcandalous, yea, it is horrible! God hates the fervices.
of all fuch, Mal. ii. 1. 2. Pfal. . 16.

¢ Will not any one of common fenfe allow that a congregation,
or church, formed of fuch characters as above, is rather a congre-
gation of Satan, than the holy, pure fpoufe of CHRIST. When
thefe thirty cl.ffes, and fuch like, are taken out of every con-
gregation, (as at the laft day they fhall be,) how few will then
remain! Alas! alas! how is the world deceived and ruined!

O Sinner! deceive thyfelf no longer, but believe the truth of
thy danger, and tremble at thy ftate; for as the tree falls fo it
Nies; all the performances of men cannot keep any finner out of
perdition, unlefs with his own heart he be contrite and believe
1 Chrift, {o as to receive the pardoning love of God.—For tiere
is no ather name under heavven grven among men, awhereby they muft be
Jawved, but that of Jefus Chnift, AQs iv. 12.  For other foundation
can mo man lay than that is laid, avhich is Chrift Fefus, 1 Cor. iii.
11. Chrift alone can fave the finner, if he truly repent and be-
lieve. Yourfelves may know all other things are refuges of lies.
Do not your own Clergy tell you that the Sacraments, even the very
Eucharitt, cr Lord’s Supper, is no profit to you or them, but
rather great hurt, uniefs tll:c grace of true contrition, and faith in
Chrift, be in the heart of the receiver beforehand, and a holy

“life follow after? See the Catechifms of the Catholic Bifhopsa

Reilly on the Eucharift, Leflon 5. ' Burler’s Leffon 34.”
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