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A D D R E S S,

TO THE PEOPLE CALLED

M E T H O D I S T S ;

CONCERNING THE WICKEDNESS OF

ENCO U R AG ING SLAVERY.

By SAM UE L B R A D B U R N.

–"mººl

!

Hear, I pray you, ye chiefsof Jacob ;

And ye princes of the houſe of Iſrael:

Is it not yours to know what is right 2

Ye that hate good, and love evil :

Who tear their ſkin from off them ;

And their fleſh from off their bones :

Who devour the fleſh of my people ;

And ſlay from off them their ſkin:

And their bones they daſh in pieces;

And chop them aſunder, as morſels for the pot,

And as ſleſh thrown into the midſt of the cauldron.

Mic. iii. 1–3. Lowth's Notes on Iſai. page. 31.
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An Addreſs to the People called Methodiſts, &c.

Brethren, -

A Senſe of duty, and a deſire to ſerve my ſuffering

fellow-creatures, are the motives which induce

me to addreſs you on the ſubjećt of the Weſt India Slave

Trade. A trade that is manifeſtly founded in, and ſup

ported by a complete Syſtem of Robbery and Murder. The

truth of this aſſertion is ſo inconteſtable, that not one

of the perſons who are concerned in this odious

buſineſs, has been able to confute the “Evidence de

livered before a ſeleēt Committee of the Houſe ofCom

mons,” concerning their treatment of the Negroes.

By that evidence it appears, that the artleſs inhabitants.

of Africa, are ſtolen from their lovely and beloved country

by the iron-hearted ſlave-dealers, who, without any regard

to juſtice, make uſe of every ſpecies of deception, to get.

theſe inoffenſive people into their ſhips. It appears,

that by bribes, lies, intoxicating liquors, threatnings, and

often by force, the Captains of the ſlave-ſhips, when

they could not ſteal them, have excited the nations to

make war on each other, that the priſoners on both

ſides might be purchaſed for ſlaves. This ſeems to be the

moſt common method of procuring them, and a method

that is not pretended to be a ſecret.

That evidence proves beyond contradićtion, that thou

ſands of the Negroes are deſtroyed, that is, Murdered,

in attempting to preſerve their liberty in their own

land. Their towns are burned, their country is laid:

waſte, and the ſurvivers are reduced to the moſt de-, .

plorable ſituation, and the moſt horrid tortures that:

ever were inflićted upon human beings. Thouſands of

them periſh with hunger, thirſt and ſtench, on board the

ſhips, during the paſſage from the coaſt of Africa to

the iſlands. The }.} of their minds, on account of .

their being forced from their native country, and their

deareſt relations, with nothing but the gloomy proſpett

of perpetual Slavery before them, or the apprehenſion

of being eaten by the white people, together with the

excruciating pains which they undergo from various

cauſes, have induced ſome of them to hang themſelves,

others to leap over board, others to refuſe taking any food.

till they have died with hunger. Several of the witneſſes

declared, that they left the ſlave-trade, becauſe they could

not follow it with a good conſcience, being convinced it.
- A 2 WaS
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was an unnatural, iniquitour, and a villainous trade, evi

dently founded on injuſtice and treachery, manifeſtly car

fied on by opprehon and cruelty, and not infrequently ter

minating in murder. -

- The ſame reſpectable evidence laid open the ſavage

barbarity, with which the negroes are treated by Weſt

Hadia Planters, in a detail of the moſt deliberate and

#ocking Murders, that ever were perpetrated by the moſt

tdoody and abandoned Villains. To fay nothing of the

manner in which thoſe poor Children of Adverſity are

expoſed to tale, without any thing to cover thern, with

out...any reſpect to ſex or circuin ſtance ; how great

Hauſt be the anguiſh of their minds, when Brothers

amd Siſterſ, Parents and Children, and Huſbands and

hºves, are ſeparated, perhaps, to ſee each other, no

in ore, with as little ceremony as a butcher divides.

the cattle he is about to kill How moving muft

the fight be Rational Creatures, poſſeſſed of lively

Jºfflons, united by the ſtrongeſt ties of nature, ching

jog about each other, expreſfing their mutual at

tachments in the moſt pitiable lamentations, ’till the

Whipper comes and tears them afunder, and drives

them to the plantations of their different owners! Good

heavens ! to what degree of diabolical inſenſibility muſt'

the heart be reduced, that can witneſs, with calm in-,

difference, ſuch ſcenes of human mifery.

To paſs over the has driefs of their work, the badneſs’

and ſcantineſs of their food, the wretched huts in which

they are lodged, and the conſequent diſeaſes to which

they are liabic,any one of which isſufficiently diſtreſfing,

and which together, attually deſtroy thouſands of them;

what ſhall we ſay of the ſeverisy with which they are:

puniſhed, for any thing that their cruel oppreſſors may:

deem an offence P. To fay every thing that ought to be

ſaid on the ſubjećt, exceeds the power of man ; for who

can paint in colours ſufficiently firiking, what is horridº

beyond the utmoſt ſtretch of human language P. One

would almoſ; think that the vileſt Reprobate in England,

who has not been hardened by cuſtom, or blinded by in

tereſt, on hearing of their cruelties, would ſink into the

daft with ſhame and mortification, when he conſiders'

himſelf a being of the ſame ſpecies with a Weft-India.

Slave-Dealer / What then muſt be the feelings of a com

paſſionate man, when he hears how thoſe barðargusº

“. . . . - - - Euroºeazzº,

-



º

- ( 5 )

Europeans, guided by Caprice or Paſſion, have ſacrificed

the helpleſs African Vićtims in the moſt ſhocking man

ner! They have cut off theirears, ſlit open their noſtrils,

beat out their teeth, and chopped off their hands and

feet, or parts of them . They have ſhot them through

their heads and bodies, and hung, and ſtabbed them to

death ! They have *::FE: the fleſh off their bones,

and rubbed F. and ſalt into the wounds ! They

have faſtened them to the ground, and dropped blazing

ſealing-wax and boiling lead upon their backs after

whipping them ’till their ſkin was perfectly flayed off;

and ſometimes they have whipped them to death; They

have thrown them into veſſels full ofboiling cane-juice

They have gibbeted them alive, in which ſtate ſome of

them have lived ſeveral days . They have burned and

even roaſted them in the moſt lingering manner, till

the extreme of torture has put a period to their ſuſter

ings |

When they have been about to flog a Female ſlave,

and have found her pregnant, that the child might not

be killed in the operation, , as that would be a loſs to

them, they have made a hole in the earth large enough

to hold her belly, and then laid her on her face and .

ſcourged her all over her back and thighs moſt dread

fully. Some of the women have been delivered of the

child at the very time the whipper was ſcourging them.

Some of their ways of torturing the ſlaves are too ob

ſcene and diſguſting to be publiſhed And what is ſtill

more ſhocking, to ſuch a degree can the human heart be

hardened, that even Women, and ſome women of for

tune, are guilty of inflićting puniſhments not leſs horrid.

and indecent than thoſe inflitted by the Men, and that.

frequently with their own hands !. They have chained.

their women-ſervants to tubs, and made them waſh al

moſt naked, with their thighs and backs in a gore of blood

from flogging / They have put them to the moſt exqui

ſite pain by Thumb-ſcrews, till the blood has guſhed out

at the ends of their thumbs, and have made them work.

at the ſame time ! They have torn off their ſkin and

fleſh with a cowſkin-whip, and dropped blazing wax

upon their mangled backs and breaſts, andabuſed them

otherwiſe with Cayenne Pepper, in ſo indecent a man

ner, that it muſt not be printed, -

- A 3. Should:
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should any one ſay, theſe muſt be only puniſhment;

for the moſt heinous crimes, and inflićted only on a

few individuals : The anſwer is, read the Abſtračt of

the evidence before mentioned. Therein it appears'

that the ſlaves have been puniſhed for running away,

when wrought, ſtarved, and beaten almoſt to death ; for

Afting up a hand againſt a white perſon; or for breaking a

plate, or ſpilling a cup of tea, or to extort confiftºn';

others for not coming into the field in time, not picking

a ſºftcient quantity of graſs for the cattle, not appearing.

willing to work, when in fačt ſick and not able, for ſtaying

too long on an errand, for not coming immediately wher:

called, and for theft, to which they were often driven.

by hunger. Under the head of the part which the very

Women take in theſe puniſhments, female ſlaves are

puniſhed for being found pregnant, or for not bringing,

home the full wages of proſtitution, when hired out by their

delicate miſtreſſes; others, for making a miſtake, for

being old and paſt labour, and ſometimes in the moments.

of paſſign, without even the allegation of a fault. A lady is

repreſented by Mr. Cook as having her domeſtics ſlogged

every Monday morning. And Lieutenant Daviſon has

often known a miſtreſs ſendher domeſtics to be puniſhed

and without telling them for what Indeed, the crimes need:

notbe many or great to provoke thoſe blood-thirſty inon

{ters, who manifeſtly take pleaſure in torturing the defence

lºſs objećts of their malicious paſſions. - - -

Aid let none pretend that theſe accounts may be
falſe or†. Where invincible demonſt; ation is the

#99. the ſeeming to doubt, is contemptible affečiation.

The witneſſes examined, from whoſe evidence this ex

fračt is taken, were Gentlemen of Rank and Fortune, Sur

geons, Phyſicians, Captains of the army and navy, Generals.

and Clergymen, who teſtified in the moſt ſolemn man

fáčts." - - - - -

. That the unconſtitutional principles of ſlavery

ſhould be foſtered in the boſom, of the Britiſh Legiſ.

/ature in this enlightened age, is a dreadful reflection.

on the boaſted love of liberty for which the Engliſh,

have been ſo famous, and an utter diſgrace toany nation,

of people, ſåid to be free. Yet, the nation is not altºgether,

tº blane; for, in the year 1788, numerous petitions

were ſent to Parliament from different towns, cities,

and

per of what they knew to be true, having ſeen the
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and countries for the Abol. Irrosiof the Sr.xv+-trausºry

1n conſequence of which, leave was givento bring ina,

bill, for that purpoſe, in the year 1791. ~ : " . . ;

, Mr. Wilberforce, whoſe character and principles

do honour to the Britiſh Senate, to Human Nature;

and to the Chriſtian Religion, came forward the zeal

aus advocate of the injured Africans. He was wells

ſupported by many gentlemen of diſtinguiſhed merit,

who exerted their rare abilities to the utmoſt in behalf

of ſuffering humanity; and made the moſt vigorous,

gfforts to obtain the objećt of their benevolent wiſhes.

Hence it appears no leſs ſurpriſing to the reaſon, than

ſhocking to the feelings of an uncorrupted heart, that means

fliould be found to procure a majority of COMMONS:

in favour of ſo-deteſtable and inhuman a traffic, and that:

the friends of the Abolition ſhould have only the

illuſtrious virtue, which prompted their noble minds

for the reward of their God-like endeavours : -

But have not ſeveral Regulations been made by Par:

liament in favour of the ſlaves while on ſkipboard * I an

fwer, yes! and, if the depraved hearts of the captains

and others concerned, be capable of mirth, they muſt

laugh, at ſuch regulations. Oppoſite page 37, of the

“Abſtraćt of the evidence,” there is a plate repreſent

ing the manner of ſtowing the negroes, and annexed.

there is a regular calculation of the ſpace allowed for .

each ; and I earneſtly recommend the reading of that,

book to every chriſtian who can get it. But as ſome

may not have it in their power either to buy or borrow.

it, and may therefore be impoſed on by perſons con

cerned, in the ſlave-trade; I ſubjoin part of the note

which is at the bottom of page 38. “The ſituation of:

the ſlaves muſt be dreadful even on the preſent regulateds

plan; for their bodies, not only touch each other, but

many of them, have not even room to ſit upright ; for

when every dedućtion has been made, the height above:

the platform,-and below it, is in the Brooks but two feet;

ſeven inches. The average height of nine other veſſels i

meaſured by Capt. Parrey, was onlyfive feet two inches:

(which divided by the platform, is the ſame as above)
and in the Venus and Kitty, the ſlaves, had not two fee?'

above on below the platform. The ſlaves immediately

underthe beams muſt be in a ſtill more dreadful ſituatioſt

as is ſeen by the plan.” I add, what follows, from *A:

Summary View of the Evidence;” “The room theſe

unhappy

5.
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unhappy beings are allowed by our Legiſlature, appears

on a pretty accurate calculation to be about the pro

portion of 400 perſons in a ſpace of 19 feet each way:

and is for a grown perſon, 16 inches each in width,

2 feet 7 inches in height, and 5 feet 11 inches in length,

or, as Mr. Falconbridge properly deſcribes it, not ſo much.

room as a man has in his coffin : and Capt. Knox admits

that they ſometimes had not room to lie on their backs ''”

When it is taken into this account, that the ſlaves lie

on the bare boards, ſo that their bones are often to be ſeen

through their ſkin; that they have frequently the flux,

owing to the treatment they receive, ſo that the whole

lace becomes covercă with blood and mucus like a

ilaughter-houſe; that in ſtormy weather they are ſhut

in ſo cloſe that many of them are ſuffocated ; that when

the miſerable pittance of water allotted to the ſlaves, is

nearly exhauſted or ſuppoſed to be ſo, the negroes are

called on deck, and ordered or requeſted to jump over

board; that the convićts, which are tranſported to

Botany-bay for tranſgreſſing the laws of the land, are provi

ded in a manner, every thing conſidered, three#.
better than thoſe innocent people; I aſk any man what

he thinks of the ſlaves being favoured by the Regulation

of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in Par

liament affembled P I aſk any thinking man, who is not

fame way a temporary gainer by the ſlave-trade, whether

theſe poor priſoners and captives could have been in a

ſituation much more dreadful and diſguſting, if no notice

had been taken of them by the Parliament P And whe

ther it be any thing better than mocking their miſery, and

tantalizing their grief, to call any thing conſiſtent withſuch

treatment by the name of, Regulations in their fa

vour 2

. Of much the ſame nature are the laws which are ſaid:

to be made for the protećtion of the ſlaves in the

Iſlands. Let any man judge of the ſituation of the ſlaves,

prior to ſuch laws, and then conſider what ſort of pro

te&tion they derive from them. As I muſt be as ſhort

as poſſible, I ſhall only add the following extraćt: “By

the 329th Aët, page 135, of the Aſſembly of Barbadoes, .

it is enacted, “That if any negro or other ſlave, under

puniſhment by his maſter, or his order, for running

away, (that is for claiming the right which the God of,

nature gave him) or any other crime or miſdemeanor.

- towards.
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fowards his ſaid maſter, unfortunately ſhall ſuffer in #fe

or member, no perſon whatſoever ſhah be liable to a

fine; but if any mari ſhall out of wantonneſs, or only

of bloody-mindedneſs, or cruel intention, wilfully kill as

negro, or other ſlave of his own, he ſhall (now mark the

dreadful puniſhment he abſolutely ſhall) pay into the public

treaſury fifteen pounds ſterling.”And it is the ſame in moſt?

if not all, of the Weſt-India Iſlands. And farely there

never was a more complete ſatire on Legiſlation, nor a

greater burleſque on common ſenſe, than impiouſly to

ſay that ſuch ads are intended for the benefit of the

ſlaves: eſpecially where it is confidered that the evidence

of a ſlave is not admiſſible; that the bare word of the maſ

ter is ſufficient, if he chuſe to be at the trouble of ac

cuſing his defenceleſs-ſlave of ſome miſdemeanor; that in

ſuch a caſe, he may puniſh, or order him to be puniſhed
as he pleaſes, and if a limb or life ſhould be loſt, º: is not,

ſubjett to any fine, being protećied by law. And if a plan

ter be bloody-minded, (and how few of them are other

wiſe?) and ſhould at any time chaſe to roaſt his ſlave, or

put him to the moſt lingering and cruel death that ever

the Devil or the Inquiñtion invented, and that in the

face ofthe ſun, what has he to fear P. Why, that if any

of his bloody-minded neighbours happen to owe ºn a ſpite,

they may run the law to it; utmoſt rigour, and oblige him

to pay into the public treaſiery fifteen pounds ! what a price

for the life of one of his Majeſty's ſubjećts! and trifling

as it is, it never need be paid, except the Marderer

pleaſe, nor is there any law made in favour of the ſlaves to.

this howr, that is of any real advantage to them, either ow.

ſhip-board or in the Iſlands. The planter conſiders the

ſlave as his private property, juſt as a man in England:

does his horſes. The flave has no more power to des’

mand jnſtice than if he were a horſe, for his evidence is

not admiſſible againſt a white. Hence, to the great grief

of thouſands of pieus chriſtians, notwithſtanding the

late exertions of the nation, the ſlave-dealers by the Au-,

thority of the Britiſh Legiſlature purſue their infamous.

buſineſs with unabating ardour, and the helpleſs füf

ferers continue to be treated with unrelenting cruelty :

and there is cauſe to fear, that inſtead of the petty ty

rants being ſoftened towards them, they will,if poſſible,.

be more rigorous then ever, and that for reaſons too.

obvious to common ſeaſe, to require minate inveſti

gºtion. “ But
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“But if the ſlave-trade could be managed without

the depredations and bloodſhed, which have hitherto

been its inſeparable concomitants, would it not be

very impolitic in government to give it up, confidering.

the advantage it is to the nation ?”

I anſwer, firſt, the trade in ſlaves cannot be carried.

on without depredations and bloodſhed. Put together,

what has been ſaid on the ſubjećt, and you will be fully

convinced that it cannot, unleſs it be ſo reduced as to

render it of no value to the traders. But, ſecondly, ſup

poſe it could, it is ſo far from being any advantage to the

nation, that (as the Rev. T. Clarkſon has demonſtrated,)

it is as impolitic as it is inhuman and unjuſt. For the ſake,

of thoſe who have not got his “Eſſay on the impolicy

of the African ſlave-trade,” I inſert the following paſ

ſage from page 132, wherein that inimitable writer

colle&ts the ſubſtance of what has been ſaid throughout

the whole of the work.

“. It has appeared, that the ſlave-trade conſidered ab

ſtraćtedly by itſelf, is of no emolument to the nation: that

it is the grave of our ſeamen, deſtroying more of them in

one year, than all the other trades of Great Britain

when put together, deſtroy in two. ---- -

“ It has appeared, on the other hand, that the trade,

which might be ſubſtituted for it in the natural pro

dućtions of Africa, if conſidered in the ſame light,

would, by affording an inexhauſtible mine of wealth

to our dyers and artificers in wood, by enabling us to.

break the monoply of the Dutch in ſpices, by.#
us for the loſs of America, and by becomingthe cheape

market for all ſorts of raw materials for our Manufac

*

turers, be of great national advantage.—Hence, (page 34)

“We may ſafely ſay, that whatever arguments the ,

moraliſt is able to collett from the light of reaſon, or the

man of humanity from his feelings, the ſtateſman is able

to collect others from the ſource of policy, that call

equally aloud for the ABOLITION of the SLAVE
TRADE.” - -

. But ſuppoſe the Africans were uſed as well as any

human beings can be uſed, and that they had every de

gree of tenderneſs ſhewed to them, both by the Cap

tains and Planters; and ſuppoſe the trade of the greateſt

political advantage to the nation, (which ſuppoſitions are

totally deſtitute of any foundation in truth) yet, as it is .
27t.

>
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in itſelf an evil, it ought to be aboliſhed. Whatever may

be the opinions of others, you, Brethren, believe that

* God hath made of one blood all nations of men, for to

dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined

the times before appointed, and the bounds of their

habitation.” Who then has any right to go, or to autho

riſe others to go acroſs a vaſt ocean, to enſlave a free,

and in relation to us, a harmleſs people # None but the

Sovereign Ruler of the univerſe has power to grant

{uch a right. And ſuch is the goodneſs of his nature,

and the harmony of his juſtice and mercy, that in the

fevereſt diſpenſations of his providence, there is a ſuf

ficiency of rational evidence, to juſtify his condućt from

the charge of granting any right like that which the

ſlave-dealers exerciſe, whether others perceive it or not.

Hut who can, or who does, pretend to derive his right

from God? Let ſuch pretenders produce proper cre

dentials of a divine miſſion, to ačt as the ſlave-dealers

have done, and as they continue to do, and we will be

lieve them. As they cannot do this, there is nothing

plainer, than that the Negroes have as good a right to

invade Great Britain, and make ſlaves of us, as we have

to invade Africa and make ſlaves of them. Hence the

very foundation of this deteſtable commerce is laid in

an unjuſt ſeizure of the perſons and property of our fellow

4 reatures.

Do not then, Brethren, ſuffer yourſelves to be im

poſed upon by any ſlave-dealer or his emiſſaries, who

may attempt to diſſuade you from endeavouring to ob

tain the Abolition of this nefarious trade. Let thoſe who

make no conſcience of their attions, proceed to trample

upon juſtice and mercy, and plead a political propriety

Qf condućt, till God ſhall call them to judgment; you

know better than to ačt upon ſuch principles, you be

lieve the Bible to be the pure word of God ; and were

there no other reaſons for your being in the oppoſition

to the ſlave-trade, and that dreadful ſyſtem of ſlavery

derived from it, this one is ſufficient to determine you, it is

contrary to the genius and deſign of the goſpel of our Lord

jeſus Chriſt, and irreconcilable to the letter ºf the New Teſ.

tament. Therein, the Apoſtle to the Gentiles ranks men

ſtealers, that is, Slave-Dealers of every ſpecies, with the

vileſt and moſt atrocious criminals : With the lawleſs

and diſobedient, with the ungodly and finners, with

- the
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the unhºly’ and profane, with murderers of fathers;

murderers of mothers, and man-ſlayers, with whore

mongers and ſodomites, and with liars and perjured

perſons. 1 Tim. i. 9, 10. Can there be a greater proof

of the deteſtation in which the righteous God held

iſlavery, than his placing Slave-Dealers * in this infernal

group £ then ſurely it is equally criminal to countenance

the ſlave trade, as to countenance any of the ſins, which char

raēterize the individuals, in this black liſt of notorious

offenders. And you well know what would be deemed

countenancing any of theſe. The moment you hear them

named, you feel it your duty to endeavour by every

rational and ſcriptural method, to put a ſtop to ſuch -

works of darkneſs. Be; conſiſtent with yourſelves by

doing the ſame, to ſtop, this execrable traffic. - -

If it be aſked what can we do? I anſwer, (if there he -

nothing elſe in your power; you can do the three fols

towing things, to which I. earneſtly adviſe you. . . ~ *

- I. Join your neighbours in petitioning the Parliament

to aboliſh the ſlave-trade. - ; : ... I

* - II. Pray earneſtly and conſtantly to God Almighty; ..

that it may be immediately and effečtually aboliſhed. ::

: III. Abſtain from the uſe of Rum and Sugar till its

abolition be completed, and the ſlaves emancipated, or

till thoſe articles be procured from ſome other quarter,

I. Join your... in petitioning the Parliament

to aboliſh the ſlave-trade. Or if they refuſe, to join with:

you, petition by yourſelaes. You cannot be engaged in a

more laudable undertaking, and you have no ſufficient

reaſon to doubt of your being ſucceſsful, if you ačt with

a zeal becoming the goodneſs of the cauſe. Our

* That SLAVE-DEALER is a proper rendering of the Apoſtle's word,

ANAPAIIQAIXTHX, is plain from the beſt Lexicographers and Critics,

forbear to heap up teſti ies, and ſhall only cite a few to prove my

#: #. ...}} :§ººº:
qui furatur hominen 6 liberg ſtatu ſuo.—He who reduces a freeman into

very: he who ſteals a man from his free ºftate. . . . "

Thus ako Parkhuyſ?: A man-ſtealer, a kid-napper, one who ſteali men

to make then Kaº, or ſell them into ſlavery. . -

. So Suidas: The barbarians violate cavenants, reducing men openly into

Javery, Edit. Kuſter, ſub voce Ayºzzº, . :

See likewiſe Poole: Hominum ſures, qui vel fervos,”vel liberbs abdu:

cunt, retinent; vendunt, vel enunt,<-quivel fraude, vel aperta vi, homimes.

ſuffuranturut pro mancipiis vendant; &c, Synop. Critic, in loc.--

Stealers ºf new, who take away either ſervants or frequen, detain, ſell, or,

by them:-Thoſe who either by fraud, or by open Öiolence, ſteal men that

they may ſºll them for ſlaves, &c. -

in plain Engliſh, Slave-Dealers ºf every deſcription.
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Our ſociety and conſtant hearers, cannot fairly be

eſtimated at leſs than four hundred thouſand in England

alone; ſuppoſe the half of theſe to be women, who

have no voice at preſent in theſe matters, there will re

main two hundred thouſand to petition, many of whom

are poſſeſſed of ample fortunes and very conſiderable in

fluence. Your petition will certainly therefore have

fome weight, eſpecially with thoſe who repreſent towns.

and counties where your votes are numerous, as it will

convince thoſe who oppoſe the abolition, that they have

nothing to hope for from you at future elećtions; at

leaſt it will be bearing an honeſt teſtimony againſt an

abominable trade, and the corrupt ſupportcrs of it.

I have never converſed on the ſubjećt with but one of

our people in the nation, who did not avowedly abhor.

Slavery, and ſincerely wiſh its deſtrućtion, and he, I

have no doubt, was in his heart againſt it as much as

others, only ſome part of his worldly gain came from

people concerned therein, whom he feared to offend if

#. diſcovered his ſentiments. Your miniſters are to a

man decidedly for the abolition. Your late Venerable

Paſtor faithfully teſtified againſt that diſgraceful traffic

in human fleſh, near twenty years ago, in one of the

beſt pamphlets which has been publiſhed on the occa

iſion, entitled “Thoughts on Slavery.” And were he

again on earth, I have no doubt but he would exert

himſelf to the uttermoſt, and employ all his intereſt in

this good work. If your endeavours keep pace with

your principles, you may expect great good will enſue.

The cauſe is worthy of the patronage of the greateſt

Philoſophers,Chriſtians, and Divines, that ever lived.—It

is the cauſe of Humanity, of Religion, and of God 1–

Shew by your exertions in its favour, that it is your

cauſe alſo. . In Mancheſter we ſigned the Petition in

common with our neighbours, deeming it a leſs pomp

ous way, than ſending a diſtinët Petition of our own.

Some hundreds ſigned it in the Chapel at the Con

munion Table, on the Lord's Day. Nor do I think

they could have been better employed ; no not in re

ceiving the ſacred ſymbols of the body and blood of the

bleſſed Jeſus. - -

Should our Petitions ſucceed, what tranſporting joy

ſhall we feel, when we reflect, that we contributed our ,

part towards attaining ſo deſirable an end And ſhould

they fail, the very attempt to ſerve our ſuffering fellow

creatures, will do us honour before aſſembled worlds,
- 1 tº
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in the great day when God ſhall judge the ſecrets of men

by Chriſt Jeſus. -
- - -

I am aware, that a conſcientious regard for religion,

and a fear of hurting either the cauſe of God, of

your own minds, may ſubjećt you to the artifices of de

figning men, who, to prevent, if poſſible, your en

gaging in this labour of love, will ſtrive to perſuade

you, that, this is an affair which conterns the State alone,

and that you ought not to meddle with politics. But a little.

£onſideration, will convince you of the dangerous con

ſº of yielding to ſuch fallacious inſinuations.

* How does it concern the State alone 3. What is the

State 2 If this word have any meaning, as uſed here,

the State of England is the people of England. And have

you ceaſed to be a part of the people of England, be-,

cauſe you wiſh to ſecure the ſalvation of your ſouls in

a coming world P. Or, have you ſold your birth-right.

as Britons, becauſe you dare to think for yourſelves on:

religious ſubjećts, and refuſe to be implicitly led into

the ditch of perdition, by blind guides, who knew nei

ther the Scriptures nor the power of God P. If not,

then realize yourſelves, as a part of the State, by en

deavouring to put a ſtop to an execrable trade, before

the diſpleaſure of God againſt it, be manifeſted by ſome

dreadful judgments upon its Abettors. " - .

If it be ſaid, that, the State is the Supreme Authority by

which the empire is governed. I anſwer, the Supreme Autho

rity which governs the empire is the LAW. And ſurely;

all the ſubjećts of this Supreme Authority, ought to en

joy their proper ſhare of its benign influences ! Are

not the negroes, while they live in the Britiſh domini

ons, our fellow-ſuffetts, and equally entitled with us to .

the protećlion of the Laws of the Empire P And is it.

no concern of ours, that thouſands of theſe are uſed in

a manner, that no man has a right to uſe tigers or ſer

p. ? There is no moral obligation that binds man

ind to obey any laws, but ſuch as are deſigned upon

the whole, to promote the good of the governed. But thoſe

miſerable people have no hope of good from their obe

dience to any faw, notwithſtanding they are expoſed to .

the Penalties for tranſgreſſion, in a variety of reſpetts. .

Fear is the only paſſion that is confidered in their na

ture, and Pain the only objećt to which it is direéted.

Their rights are violated by the hand of oppreſſion,

without any proſpect of redreſs, and the complaints of

their grievances are rendered ineffectual, by their being
• * -

deprived
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deprived of the power to give legal evidence. And if

you, from an unjuſtifiable attachment to your own pre

ſent peace, ſink into a ſupine indifference concerning

the welfare of thoſe afflićted captives, what proof have

you, that the ſame uſurping power which made ſlaves

of them, will not endeavour to enſlave you and your

poſterity ?

And as to not meddling with politics, it requires ſome

ſkill, to find out what thoſe who uſe ſuch language

mean. Politics is the ſcience of government. And are you

not to concern yourſelves with the government you

live under, and towards the ſupport of which you con

tribute ſo large a portion of your property? The Britiſh

Empire is one large ſociety, and the laws are the ruleſ,

by which it is regulated and kept in order. But theſe

rules may be corrupted, tranſgreſſed, or neglečied, if the

members of the ſociety do not mcddle, that is, do not

care whether they are obſerved or broken. The Britiſh

Conſtitution, like true religion, can ſuffer nothing from

being known. And where the Magiſtrates, who ſhould

be the guardians and executors of the laws, ačt upright

ly, they have nothing to fear from being watched by the

people, who are the ſource of their power, and the ſup

port of their dignity. It is only corruption that flairds in

need of bribery; and it is impoſture alone that affects injſtery.

It is therefore ſo far from being wrong to interfere in

fuch matters, or, as it is artfully called, to meddle with

politics, that it is your duty, as far as you can, for the

ſake of yourſelves, your poſterity and your oppreſſed fel

tow-ſubječis, to acquaint yourſelves with the laws of your

country, and the adminiſtration of them : and to exerciſe,

as free citizens of the Empire, your conſtitutional right

to petition or remonſtrate, when the laws are infringed

by the extention of unconſtitutional power, or the

people oppreſſed by an arbitrary violation of their le

gal privileges. -

... But ſetting aſide this part of the ſubjećt for the pre

ſent, and leaving political manoeuvres to thoſe, who re

gard them in preference to the exerciſe of juſtice and

mercy, ſtill the authority of the Holy Scripture remains

inviolable. And while you believe this, your being for

the abolition or otherwiſe, is not ſo much an opinion,

or a point of private-judgment, as a caſe of conſcience. You

muſt moſt religiouſly oppº flavcry, whatever you may
- - B 2. - loſe

* -
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loſe by ſo doing, or you muſt at the hypocrite. I there

fore, as a Miniſter of Chriſt among you, admoniſh you

in the name of God, not to ſuffer wordly prudence and

temporal advantages, to influence you to ačt contrary

to the ſacred voice of inſpiration, and the cleareſt con

vićtions of your own mind. The all-ſeeing eye of

your Judge is upon you ! Aét with fimplicity and godly

'ſincerity, and what you could not conſcientiouſly do

yourſelves, do not, from any motives whatever encou

rage in others. Exert yourſelves with becoming zeal

in the uſe of every legal means, particularly in ſending

Petitions to the Parliament, from as many places as

poſſible, that the vileſt traffic that ever diſgraced human

nature may be aboliſhed. - . .

And as you believe that a particular Providence go

verns the univerſe, that God putteth down one, and

ſetteth up another, and that he doeth according to his

will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants

of the earth, you cannot but ſee the neceſſity of acknow

ledging him in all your ways, if you expećt your un

dertakings to proſper, I therefore advice you--

II. To pray earneſtly and conſtantly to God, that

the ſlave-trade may be immediately and effeåually abo
liſhed ; and that the people called ſlaves in our Iſlands

may be ſpeedily placed in a ſtate of liberty and happi

neſs. : . . . . . . .

It will not be expećted that I ſhould enlarge here

'upon the nature and efficacy of Prayer; nor is it ne

céſary to you, who are ſo well acquainted with the

Oracles of God. In thoſe ſacred records, you read of

mighty heroes with whole armies, being cut off by the

Moſt High, when pious people have called upon him

for help. Therein you are told how Prayer has pre

vailed, when all other means have proved unſucceſsful.

--It has ſubdued kingdoms, raiſed the dead to life, and

ſhut and opened heaven! - -

When the Iſraelitiſh Slaves were oppreſſed by the

Egyptian Tyrant and his cruel taſk-maſters, they cried

to the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob for deliverance,

andwhatcould Pharoah and all his hoſts doagainſt them?

Their prayers were heard, Moſes was ſent to be their

deliverer, and you behold ſix hundred thouſand men,

beftdes women and children brought from the moſt abject

ſtate of bondage and afflićtion, into perfett liberty. God
-- - - - - , 1s
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is unchangeable, and his promiſe ſtands fure, Aft and ye

fall receive. The effečiual fervent prayer of a righteous man

availeth much ; how much more prevalent will the prayers

of many thouſands be 8. There are millions in Britain

who fincerely wiſh the deſtrućtion of that infamous

buſineſs, (many of whom know little of us, or we of

them,) and doubtleſs there are numbers of thoſe, of

different denominations, who pray in ſecret for that

deſirable event. Add your prayers to theirs, without

regarding the ſcoffs of fools, or the ridicule of infidels.

Pray not only in private, but in your families, and in all

your public meetings, that the God whoſe you are, and

whom you ſerve, may make known his power by re

moving every hinderance out of the way, and accompliſh the

abolition, by whatever means he pleaſes; and if there bº

men wicked enough to oppoſe the Lord of Hoſts in this

glorious work, let ſuch look to themſelves : you are in

the way of duty, and therefore not accountable fog

conſequences. It is a cauſe of far greater importance

than many of thoſe, in behalf of which the Almighty

has ſo often manifeſtly interpoſed. Pray in faith, and

fear not but your heavenly Father will anſwer you in

the joy of your ſouls.—O! what a feaſt to a humane

heart, to behold even in imagination, the arrival of the

long wiſhed for period, when the trade in human beings.

ſhalkbe no more . And that period will come! Yea,

the bleſſed time is at hand, when the wicked Slave

- Dealers, ſhall, ceaſe from, troubling, and the weary

Africans ſhallhave reſt.--When, inſpite of their proud.

oppreſſors, thoſe unhappy people ſhall change the gal

ling yoke of miſery and bondage, for the enjoyments

of life and the bleſfings, of liberty ... Lord God Al

mighty; haſhen that happy time.' ' . . . . . . * : * : * ~ *

. . While we thus as chriſtians, take God into our acº.

£ount, we muſt uſe every rational and ſcriptural mean,

that may conduce to the end we have in view, other.

wiſe we ſhall be (what thoſe who knew, us not have

often called us) ignorant, wild, enthuſiaſts. I therefore
ſolemnly exhort you,. . . . . . . . . . . . • *

• III. To leage off the uſe of Sugar and Rum till the

flave-trade be aboliſhed, and a ſpeedy and effectual plan

be eſtabliſhed for obtaining the liberty and happineſs

of thoſe injured people and their unhappy poſterity in

our Iſlands; or, till theſe articles can be procured. from

ſome other quarter. B 3 Let
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Let no filly trifler confider this as a trivial matter, fit

enly to be laughed at. The importance of moſt things

in human life, is to be eſtimated by the effečts they

produce.—The effe&ts produced in Africa and the Weſt

Indies, by the Europeans uſing Rum and Sugar, are of

a very alarming nature, and are ſeriouſly felt by thou

ſands. The French writer who obſerved, he could not

look upon a piece of ſugar without conceiving it ſtained

with ſpots of human biood, conveyed a juſt notion of

the cruel diſpoſition,of any who make light of ceaſing to

uſe it. With me it is a point of conſcience, which no

power upon earth can make me relinquiſh. I feel it

my duty as ſincerely to teſtify againſt the uſing Rum

and Sugar at preſent, as to preach the Goſpel. Among

a variety of traćts which have been publiſhed, againſt

the uſe of theſe luxuries while procured on the preſent

plan, there is one which does peculiar honour to the

principles and abilities of the writer, entitled, An Ad

dreſs to the People of Great Britain, on the propriety of ab

#aining from Weſt India Sugar and Rum.

. In that valuble pamphlet there is the following paſ

ſage, which it concerns us, not to paſs lightly over, May

we not alſo hope that the iſ...}. who appear to feel

forcibly their principles, will ſeriouſly conſider it? They are

ſo numerous, as to be able of themſelves to deſtroy that dread

ful traffic, which is the ſole obſtacle to their miniſters ſpread

ing the Goſpel in the extenſive continent of Africa; and,

however others may affečt to degrade the negroes, they are

bound to conſider thouſands of them as their brethren in

Chriſt.
-

That we feel forcibly our principles, will, I hope,

be always evidenced by our condućt, for, however for

cibly the principles of any people may be felt, it is only

by the good effetts of their operation, that their utility

can be demonſtrated. That we greatly wiſh to ſpread

the Goſpel, will not be doubted by any one, who con

fiders the unequivocal proofs we have given of ſuch a

diſpoſition. That the ſlave-trade is the chief, perhaps,

the ſole obſtacle to our miniſters ſpreading it in Africa, is

undeniable. If therefore every other argument were

out of the queſtion, this one ſufficiently proves that it

is out duty, to do every thing we can to accompliſh its

abolition. And if we be ſo numerous, as to be able of

ourſelves to deſtroy that dreadful traffic, (which I
- cannot
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cannot deny) by only laying aſide a mere ſenſual grati

fication, and that but for a ſeaſon, are we not juſtly

chargeable with all the conſequences of its con

tinuance, while we indulge ourſelves in the uſe of

Rum and Sugar P. At leaſt, we ought to abſtain from

theſe drugs, for a ſufficient length of time, to make a

fair trial. -

The irreſiſtable force of this concluſion firſt brought

convićtion to my mind, about five months ago, and I

have conſcientiouſly abſtained from Sugar ever ſince ;

Rum I never liked, and therefore had not the trouble

of leaving it off; my family and moſt of my friends

have done the ſame : and my worthy colleague and I

have borne a public teſtimony againſt uſing theſe ar

ticles, both in town and country. But my mind is ſtill

uneaſy ; I think ſomething further may be done to ſerve

the cauſe of Juſtice and Humanity, and I know of no

method at preſent ſo likely to do this as the one I have

adopted ; which ſhould it produce no other effect, it

will be ſome relief to my own feelings; for to ſay the

truth, it hurts me exceedingly to think that I, who

from the ground of my heart, have always abhorred

ſlavery in every ſhape, and deteſted the thoughts of in

fringing upon the juſt liberty of any creature, ſhould

nevertheleſs, have been in ſome degree acceſſary to

the Bondage, Torture and Death of myriads of human

beings, by aſſiſting to conſume the produce of their la

bour, their tears, and their blood I aſk pardon of God,

and of them, and earneſtly pray, that this little traćt

may make ſome reſtitution formy former want of atten

tion to my duty in this reſpect. -

I ſhould conclude here, but that it ſeems neceſſary

to take ſome notice of a few objećtions. I ſay a few,

for though there may be many, yet I do not think above

two or three of them worth an anſwer. For inſtance,

who would ſtoop to anſwer a perſon that has the im

udence to laugh at and ridicule thoſe who wiſh to al

eviate the calamities of oppreſſed innocence P Such

ſenſeleſs triflers muſt be totally deſtitute of the ſpirit of

our Holy Religion, though I am ſorry to add, I have

found ſome of them among the profeſſors of it.

Nor do l think it neceſſary to ſay any thing to thoſe

who pretend to doubt theſe faćts, which are eſtabliſhed

by ſuch reſpettable evidence, - -

- A leſs



- ( 20 ) .

... A leſs gentle treatment is juſtly due to thoſe whe

are offended becauſe theſe things are ſearched into : ſome

of them are likely to ſuſtain a temporary loſs, ſhould

they appear friends to the abolition, and they are aſhamed

to appear againſt it. They therefore generally talk of

moderation, of not puſhing things to extremes, and of the

impoſſibility of accompliſhing the end by the means re

commended above. -

Theſe objećtors are more dangerous than the former,

becauſe there is ſome plauſibility in what they ſay.

For moderation cannot be too highly commended in ſpe

culative matters. And as every man has an equal right

to think for himſelf, (but owing to the preſent frailty

of our nature, that which, is demonſtration in the judg

ment of one, may be groſsly abſurd in the eſteem of

another) there are no qualities more becoming a wiſe

and good man than Candour and Forbearance. But

what has this to do with our uſing rational means, to

leſſen the miſeries, of our fellow-creatures P. I believe

there is not a man upon earth more free from bigotted

attachments to parties and opinions than I am, nor a

feater friend to unbounded liberty of conſcience; but

fº. be aſhamed to talk of moderation, and not

puſhing things to extremes, on a ſubjećt that relates ſim

ly to our endeavouring to put a ſtop to Robbery, and

urder. Saint Paul tells us that, “It is good to be

zealouſly affe&ted always in a good thing.” And had

it not been for the indefatigable zeal of the virtuous

friends of civil and religious liberty, theſe nations might

have to this day, been wandering in the darkneſs of

pagan idolatry, or groaning under the tyrannic yoke of

piſh Superſtition. If moderate men, as they affect to

be called, had been attended to in France, that infers

pal manſion, the Baſtile, had ſtill remained ; and mil

lions of intelligent beings had continued in the galling

chains of ſervile oppreſſion, who are now riſing to the

privileges of a free people. , -

And as to our not accompliſhing the end, by the

means which have been recommended, that waits to

be proved. We expect much from the Petitions which,

are preparing for the Parliament, in various parts of

the kingdom. Should theſe fail again, we expect more

powerful effects from, the diſuſe of Rum, and Sugar;

which (whatever may be the determination of the Par

s `. liament)

s
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liament) we never can be authorized to uſe, while

ſlavery exiſts in our Iſlands for the purpoſe of ſupplying

us with them. And ſhould every human effort prove

ineffečtual, ſtill “ the Lord God omnipotent reign

eth !” We have every thing to hope from an unſha

ken dependance upon him. We cannot pray in vain :

While we were ignorant of the iniquitous nature of

the ſlave-trade, ſomething might be ſaid in our favour ;

but we muſt fin with our eyes open, if we countenance

or encourage it any longer. Nor are we altogether free,

that we did not conſider it ſooner. On many accounts,

we ought to have been the firſt in the nation to have

teſtified againſt it. That glory I believe, belongs to

the people called Quakers, who in this have ſet us an

admirable example. We have chearfully followed

them in a determined oppoſition to that diabolic buſineſs;

let us now alſo ceaſe to tempt unprincipled men to com

mit ſuch horrid ačts of wickedneſs, in order to ſupply

us with unneceſſary luxuries. For we muſt remember,

that if the commodities were not conſumed, the plan

ters would ceaſe to cultivate what they could not ſell,

ſlaves would not be wanted, the ſlave-trade would be

at an end. 2 : -

It has been objećted, “ That if all the people in Eng

land were to leave off uſing ſugar, it would have no

effečt on ſlavery, or the ſlave-trade, as the only conſe

quence that would reſult therefrom would be, that

of its being conſumed in foreign nations.”

This certainly may be in ſome meaſure true while the

diſturbances in St. Domingo interrupt the uſual ſupply

of Europe. Yet even at preſent our abſtinence will

materially affečt the happineſs of the Negroes, as the

lower we can keep the preſent enormous price, in pro

portion, we ſhall take away the temptation of breaking

up the Cotton Plantations (which is the moſt favourable

employment for the Negroes) to be planted with ſugar

cane which is the only ſource of their miſery and de

itrućtion. And when the European markets ſhall re

ceive their uſual ſupply from the French Weſt-Iſlands,

as the quantity of Sugar uſed in England is ſo enormous

as nearly to equal what is uſed in all Europe beſides;

how would one quarter of this overſtock the foreign

markets . This would lower the price ſo much, that in

a very little time it would ruin all who have any con

- CCIn
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cern in it. Beſides, when it is known abroad that we

have left off uſing Sugar from a principle of humanity,

the ſurrounding nations are not ſo deſtitute of ſhame

and honour, as to receive that, which we refuſe from

ſuch a motive, The French have begun to leave off

uſing it already ; and it is probable that millions will

quickly follow the example. The revolution in France

has in ſome meaſure, affected all Europe. The ſpirit

of Philanthropy accompanies the ſpirit of Liberty, and

the beneficial effects of both are eaſily perceptible,

Only perſevere in refuſing the produee of the Iſlands,

and this, added to the other ſteps which we are taking,

together with what has been mentioned above, will

ſpeedily convince the haughty ſlave-mongers, that it is

not at their option, whether the vile traffic in their fel

low-creatures ſhall be aboliſhed or not! . .

Some artful men have endeavoured to deceive ſimple

people, by telling them, that refuſing to uſe Rum and

Sugar would avail nothing, unleſs they refuſed Cotton

alſo. But there is no man who underſtands this ſubjećt,

who does not know that this is an abſolute falſehood. . -

For, nearly three fourths of the Cotton which is manu

faćtured in England, comes from other countries, not

from the Weſt India Iſlands. In the year 1786, twenty

millions of pounds were imported, about fifteen millions

of which were bought from Foreigners, not from our

ºwn people, and though the quantity imported now be

above thirty millions of pounds annually, yet the ſame

ropertion ſtill holds. But this is not the caſe with the

g. which comes almoſt all from the Iſlands. For the

duty is ſo great on the Eaſt India Sugar, that very little

of it has ever been imported. Therefore be not deceived

by thoſe who pretend to ſell you Eaſt-India Sugar ;

it is in generala mere impoſition. Were no more Cotton

ever to be imported from the Iſlands, the manufačturers

of that uſeful article need be at no loſs to ſupply the

want. So that if the Weſt-India produce were wholly

deſtroyed, our reſources are ſuch, that the nation would

perhaps be a gainer, rather than a loſer thereby. But

there is not the leaſt need of ſpending a moment in de

bating the point. The tenth part of the inhabitants of

Britain abſtaining from Sugar and Rum, would in three

years, put a ſtop to the ſlave-trade, and be produćtive

of ſuch a change in the treatment of the ſlaves already!
. . . . the
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the Iſlands, as would make them happy, which is all that

we deſign at preſent. So that the mentioning Cotton, or

any thing elſe, is juſt the ſame ſort of logic, as ſome of

the ſlave-mongers have uſed, when they tell you “That

God made the negroes to be ſlaves: that he allows of

ſlavery ;” and as a proof, cite ſome paſſages out of the

Old Teſtament; not conſidering that the Jewiſh diſ

penſation was of ſo peculiar a nature, that no other

people have, or ever had any right to claim any of its

privileges, unleſs they firſt became Jews by ſubmitting

to its inſtitutions. Beſides, the goſpel has entirely abo

liſhed all national diſtinčtions, and annulled for ever

any right in one man to enſlave another. Let any man

that thinks he can, prove the contrary. Till then it is

your duty to oppoſe the ſlave trade.

If you ſay, you cannot drink yourTea withoutSugar;

ſuppoſe you were to lay aſide Tea alſo? I have done ſo,

and find many very conſiderable advantages by ſo doing.

And as to your being but one, ſo may every one ſay.

And as to your uſing but a little, would you admit of this

plea on any other occaſion ? If a man told you that he

ſwore but little, and only told a few lies, would you not

reply, “Whoſoever ſhall keep the whole law, and yet

offend in one point, he is guilty of all 2’” Becauſe he diſ.

regards the authority of the Legiſlator from whom the

whole has its ſanction. With regard to your paying for

what you uſe, this is no excuſe ; for, many, who receive

ſtolen goods pay for them; but the Receiver is ſtill as bad

as the Thief. e

Never imagine that you can uſe theſe articles with a

good conſcience, while they are procured on the preſent

plan. You cannot pray, in faith for a bleſſing upon

them ; and whatſoever is not of faith is fin. You

generouſly contribute towards the ſupport of the Miſ

iſionaries who preach the goſpel in the Iſlands. You be

lieve that Jeſus Chriſt is, at leaſt, the intentional Sa

viour of the negroes. Ol do every thing you can to

forward their comfort and ſalvation, here and here

after; and expect your reward in the kingdom ofyour

heavenly Father.

F 1 N I S.
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