THE ACTS

OF THE

APOSTLES

THIS forms a central,or intermediate book, to connect the Gofpels and the Epifiles. It is a ufeful
poftfeript to the former, and a proper introduction to the latter. Tbis divine bijlory is evidently a
Jfecond part, or continuation, of St. Luke's Gofpel, as appears from the very beginning of it : and,
that both were written by the jame Evangelift, is attefled by the moft antient Chriftian writers,
The fubferiptions at the end of Jome Greek manufcripts, and of the copies of the Syriac verfion,
teflify that St. Luke wrote the Aits at Alexandria in Egypt.  As the narrative reaches down to
the year of Chriff 63, the ACts cannot bave been completed earlier than that year ; and that they
ewere not written much later, may be inferred from the fubjeft being continued no farther, which
otherwife it would probably bave been ; at leaft St. Luke would have been apt to bave given the
i{ﬁ;g of St. Paul’s imprifonment at Rome, as what the Chriftian reader would bave been defirous to

noww. With re[pet to the evidences of the fatts, the grand point on which the Chriftian refls, is the
infallible infpiration of the Holy Spirit, by whom the whole book was indited.  But St. Luke, con-
fidered as a mere buaman witnefs, was better able to draw up an authentic biflory of the Apofiles as
be bad accompanied St. Paul in fo many of bis journeys. As be was a phyfician by profefion, be was
able to form a found judgment of the miracles which St. Paul wrought upon the difeafed; and to
make a credible report of them. But be fecms not to bave bad the gitt of healing bimfelf': at leaf}
awe bawve mothing on record concerning it. St. Paul, and not he, healed the fick. His accounts are
generally fo full and circumflantial, that the reader is perfeélly enabled to exammne the fails bimfelf,
and to judge whether they were attended with any deception or not. St. Luke appears not to
bave intended 10 write a complete ecclefiaftical biflory of the whole Chriftian church, during the
JirfR thirty years after Cbrg';?f' afcenfion : for be almoft wholly omits what paffed among the i7‘ew:
after the converfion of St. Paul ; though the labours and fifferings of the other Apofiles could not
but bave afforded interefling materials. If we examine the contents of this book, we may obferve
tewo ends purfued in it: 1. To give an authentic relation of the ffufion of the Holy Ghoft, and
the firf miracles by which the Chriftian religion was ¢flablifbed.  An authentic account of this
awas indifpenfably neceffary, fince Chrift bad fo often promifed the Holy Ghoft to bis diftiples ; and
if a beatben were to receive the Gofpel, be would naturally inquire bow it bad been firfi promul-
gated. 2. To impart thofe accounts which evince the claim of the Gentiles to the vifible as well
as fpiritual church of Gody—a paint particularly contefled by the Jews about the time of St. Luke's
avriting the Aés.  St. Paul was at that very time a prifoner at Rome, upon the accufation of the
ews, who became bis enemies for baving admitted the Gentiles into the vifible-church. Hence it
Is, that St. Luke relates the converfion of the Samaritans, cb. viii., and the biffory of Cornelius,
&b. X., Xi., whom even St. Peter ({; whom St, Paul’s opponents appealed, Gal. s, 6—21.) bad
. , nflrutted
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inflruted in the Gofpel by divine command, though be was not gf the circumcifion.  For the fame
reafon be relates, cb. xv., what was decreed by the firft council at ferufalem concerning the Le-
witical law ; and treats moft fully of the converfion of St. Paul, and of bis miffion and tranfactions
among the Gentiles. L Lo
The Adls of the Apsftles may very properly be divided into feven parts ; viz. F.xrf’c, qu.account of the
Jirft Pentecoft after Chriff's death, and cf the events preceding it, contamca{ in ch.i.ii.  Secondly,
The alls of the Apofiles at Ferufalem, and throughout Fudea .ana' Samaria, among tbf (:'br_zﬁiam
of the circumcifion, ch, iii—vii. xi. xii. Thirdly, The aéts in Cefarea, and the receiving of the
Gentiles, ch. viti—x. Fourthly, The jfirft circuit of St. Barnabas and St. Paul among the Gen-
tiles, ch. xiii. xiv, TFifthly, The embaffy to Rome, and the firft council at Ferufalem, wherein the
Fews and Gentiles were admitted to an equality, ch. xv. Sixthly, The fecond circuit of St. Paul,
ch. xvi—xx. Seventhly, St. Paul’s third journey to Rome, cb. x:gi—xxviii. The reader, de-
Jirous of fecing the autbenticity of this book z'lzcontcﬂal).{y proved, will find all.tbe Jatisfaétion be
defires 1n the firft part of Dr. Benfon’s Appendix to bis Hiflory of the Plantation of Chriflianity ;
and in Mr. Bifcoc's Boyle's Leclures, ch. xiv. xv. )

Cuar. 1.

CHAP L

Clift, preparing his apeflies for the bebolding of his afcenfiony
gathercth them together unto the mount Olivety commandeth
them to expect in Ferufalem the [fending dewn of the Holy
Ghofty and promijeth after a few days to Jend it : by virtue
avhereof they fhould be awitneffes unto bimy even to the ut-

. moft parts of the earth. After bis afcenfion they are warned
by tao angels to depurty and to [et their minds upon bis fecond
coming : they accordingly return, and, giving themfelves to

prayer, choofe Matthias apsflle in the place of Fudas.
[Anno Domini 33.]

HE *former treatife haveI made, O The-
ophilus, ® of all that Jefus began both to

2 Gefpel of Luke. Luke, 1. 3. )
1 Tim. g. 16. ¢ Jobn, 3. 24. Mat. 3. 16,
20. 21—23. & 21. 1§—17. Ch.10. 41, 42.
® Deat. 9.9, 38. 1 Kings, 19. 3. Mat. 4. 2.

f Mat. xxviii.

b Luke, i—xxiv. Rom. 15. 8.

I 13, 2—4. & 61, 1—1.
Mark, xvi.
BMat. 3. 2. &4 17. &13. 24 31, 335 41=—49.

do and teach,

2 Until the day in which he © was taken up,
after that he “ through the Holy Ghoft ‘had
given commandments unto the Apoftles whom
he had chofen : ' ,

3 ' To whom alfo he fhewed himfelf alive
after his paffion by many infallible prooft, be-
ing {cen of them ® forty days, and fpeaking of
the things pertaining to the " kingdom of

od: . '

4 And, * being aflembled together with
them, commanded them that they fhould not

Ch. 10. 33. ¢ Mark, 16. 19. Luke, 24. §57. Ver. 9. Heb. 1. 3.

¢ Mat. 28, 19, 20. Mark, 16. 15—18. Luke, 24, 45—39. John,

Luke, xxiv.” John, xx. xxi. Ch. 10. 40=42. 1 Cor. 15. §=3.
® Or eating togetber with thern,

Verov. The formey treatife] ‘This former treatife, undoubt-
edly, means the gofpel, which was written by St. Luke, and
dedicated by him to Thesphilus.  Sce the note on Luke, i. 3.
Al in this verfe, cannot mean every one of the miracles
and fermons which Jefus wrought and preached.  See
John, xx. 30, 31. xxi. 25." By a//, therefore, we muft un-
derftand only all that was necefiary to be recorded, to efta-
blifth-the divine miflion of Chrilt, and to convince mankind.
All that Fefus began to do and tcach, is a Hebraifm, fre-
quently ufed by the facred writers, and particularly St.
Luke; and fignifies only ¢ all that he did and taught.”
"The phrafe, however, may refer here to the account which
he had given of Chrifl’s miniftry, from the beginning and
firflt rife of it, (as he fpeaks, ch. i. 2, 3.) to the afcenfion
(with which he concludes his gofpel).

“er. 2. Through the Hely Ghoft had giveny, &c.] By the
influence and afititance of the Holy Spirit, with which he
himfclf was anointed, ¢ the fuluefs of the Godhead dwell-

¢ ing in him bodily.” It is no wonder, confidering how
fhort a hiftory we have between Chrift’s refurrection and
afcenfion, that this fhould be the only place which fpeaks
of his aling by the Spirit aftcr he arofe from the dead.
His breathing on the apottles, and {aying, Receive ye the Huly
Spirit, John, xx. 22. confirms the interpretation that we have
given. In the third verfe St. Luke exprefles, in general
terms, what Chiift faid to his apoftles during the forty days of
his continuance with them upon earth. But in the 2d, 4th,
and following verfes, he declares what Chrift faid on the
day of his alcenfion. He had brought his former account
down to that day; and from that day began the Ads of
the Apoftles.

Ver. 3. Shewed bimfelf alive by many infallible proofs,] By
infallible progfs are mcant fuch proofs as amount to a de-
monflration, and cannot admit of the leaft doubt. Thus
thie a&tions of fpcaking, walking, eating, and drinking, ure
the undoubted proofs of life; and it fhould be obferved,

that
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depart from Jerufalem, but wait for ! the pro- 'they atked of him, faying, Lord, wilt thou at

mife of the Father, which, fzith be, ye have
heard of me. .

* For John truly baptized with water, but
ve fhall be baptized with the Holy Ghoft not
many days hence. _ ,

6 When they thercfore were come together

this time 'reftore again the kingdom to:
Ifracl 2 .

7 And he faid unto them, ™ It is not for you
to know the times or the feafons, which the
Father hath put in his own power.

8 "Bur ye fhall receive * power after that

'V Luke, 24. 49. John, 14. 16, 26 & 15. 26. & 16, 7. &20. 2°. A&s 2. 4,33 & 4. 8. k Mat. 3. 11. Ch.2. 4. & 11. 15,16. & 19. 4.
I Dan. 7. 27- Amos,g. 11. Mat. 18, 1. & 20.21. Luke, 17. 20 & 22. 0. & Deut. 29.29.  Mat. 24, 16, & 13. 32. Luke, 17.20. Sce John,
21. 33, 1 Thefll 5. 1. 2 Ch. 2. 1==¢, 33. Luke,24. 49. & 3. 16. Jrel, 2. 28. * Or the power of the Hily Ghijt coming upon you.

that the difciples had the fame infallible proofs of Chrift’s
being alive after his paflion, as they ever had of bhis being
alive before it.  They faw him, faw the particular marks
of identity in his perfon and countenance, in his hands,
“feet, and fide, which had been picrced at his crucifixion.
They faw him alfo eat what they themfcives gave him; a
piece of broiled fith and a honeycomb. They heard him
fpeak, and were by him commanded to handle him, and fee
that he had fleth and bones,—a command, which doubtlcfs
they obeyed, for the words, as e fce me bave, firongly im-
ply, that they had received the fatisfadlion offered them, by
feeling his hands and feet. Certainly thefe were infullible
proofs, as the facred writer afferts : but what increafes their
certainty, is, that they were frequently repcated ; not for
one or two days, but for the fpace of-forty days together.
Whoever takes a view of the method and order in which
the feveral proofs of the refurretlion were laid before the
apoftles, muft contels, that, as Chrift required of them a
reafonzable and well-grounded faith, fo did he purfue the
moft proper and effc€tuzl means for attaining that end.
For this purpofe, inftead of bearing down their reafon, and
dazzling their underftanding by a full manifeftation of him-
felf all at once, we fee him letting in the light upon them
bylittle and little, and preparing their minds, by the gradual
d'awning of truth, to bear the full luftre of the Sun of
rigkteoufnefs rifing from the grave; to confider and ex-
amine, and know that it was he himfclf ; and to aflure the
world that it was it\poffible they could be deceived.  And
moft certainly, never was evidence more fairly offered to
confideration ; never was the inquiry put into a more ra-
tional method, as, indecd, there ncver were any falts
which could better bear the tett.  Speaking of the things
pertaining 1o the kingdem of God, implics the giving them
full inftruions concerning the nature of his fpiritual
kingdom 3 which, before his refurredltion, they did not
rightly underftand. Dr. Heylin obfcrves on this paflige,
that ¢ the Greeks weave long periods, by_conne&mg many
¢ claufes with relative pronouns, partiu;)les, and prepo-
« f{itions, in one fentence; whigh, ac.cordmg to the genius
« of our language, fhould be divided into feveral fentences;
« whofe brevity facilitates the attention of the reader, by
« holding it lefs in fufpence. I therefore fcruple not,
fays he, ¢ frequently to change the grammatical conftruc-
« "tion of the original, and fometimes infert a word or two,
« that I may render the fenfe more intelligible, which is
« the principal purpofe of my interpretation.” Conform-

ably to this remark, he reads the prefent paffage thus:
ver. 3. He bad foon after bis pajfin, Shewed them. bimfeif

alive with indubitable evidences, appearing to them forty days
and difccurfing wwith them concerning the kingdom of Gad'
Ver. 4. [One day in particular] being prefent with them,
ahen they were aflembled, ke ordered them not to depart, &c.
The rcader will find in the note, on ch. x. 41. an anfwer
to the objection raifed from Chrift’s confining his appear-
ance, after his refurre&ion, to his difciples and friends.

Ver. 4. That they flould n:t depart, &c.] ‘This feems a
plain intimation that, after our Lord had met his difciples
in Galilee, he appointed the apoitles to meet him in Je-
rufalem, or perhaps accompanied them thither, and as
man fpent his laft days on carth there; doing his laft
honour to the place where the Gochead had in a peculiar
fenfe chofen to dwelly and where the moit folemn ordi-
nances of his worflhip had been adminiftered. There is
nothing for the words faith be, in the original, but they are
plainly implied, and we have many examples in the beft
Greek writers of fuch a change in the perfons fpeaking.
Many others occur in the facred writers. Compare Luke,
v. 14. Alls, xvil. 3. xxiii. 22. Gen. xxvi. 7. Deut. ii. 13.
This is the rather to be obferved, as it may account for
many prophefies of Chrift in the Old Tefltament, where he
is introduced as {peaking on a fudden in an abrupt man.
ner; which is not fo ufual in modern and wettern:
writers, -

Ver. . Ye fball be baptized with the Holy Ghe/f] Baptilm
was a rite of initiation, by which difciples were admit-
ted not only among the Jews, but alfo among other
nations. John the DBaptift adopted this rite after the
Jewith manner, making ufe of avater for this purpofe : but
Chrift’s dilciples being defigned for an ofhce of a fuperior
n.ture, to difleminate the gofpel all over the world, and to
govern the church of Chrift after his departure, were in-
ftated and initiated into their office in a [uperior manner,
God himfelf fending down the Holy Ghoff in a vifible form
for this purpclc. But fomething more than the mere
confecration of the apoftlcs was intended by this miracu-
lous appearance ; for, by thefe means, he gave teftimony
to the truth of all that Chrift had faid to the apofties:
he declaced, that whatfoever they fhould teach was the ef-
et of imimediate and intallible infpiration 3 aud he gave
them both knowledge of the divine wiil, and courage to
preach it, in oppolition to every obftacle which pouwer, or
wealth, cr learning, or danger, or death, could throw in
their way

Ver. 6---8. Lord, wilt thou at this time, &c.] The dif-
ciples feem to have expected, that, when the Spirit was in
fo extraordinary a manner poured out, and the zworid, ac-

cording



936

the Holy Ghoft is come upon- you: and ye
fhall be * witnellis unro me, both in Jerufalem,
and inwall Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermoft part of the earth.

9 "And when he had fpoken thefe things,
while they beheld, he was taken up; and a
cloud received him out of their fight.

10 9 And while they looked fteadfaftly to-
~ward heaven, as he went up, behold two men
ftood by them in * white apparel ;

THE ACTS.

11 Which alfo faid, Ye "men of Galilee,
why ftand ye gazing up into heaven ? this fame .

Jefus, which is taken up from you into heaven,
*fhall fo come in like manner as ye have feen
him go into heaven, -

12 § Then returned they unto Jerufalem

from " the mount called Olivet, which is from -

Jerufalem *a (abbath day’s journey.
13 And, when they were come in, they

CH Ar. 1, .

-

—

went up into an ’upper room, where abode -

® Luke, 24. 47, 48 Mark, 16. 15. Mat. 28. 1o. Ver. 22, Ch.2. 32. & 3. 15. & 4 33. & 10. 39, 4T. jolln, 15. 27. Rem.vo. 18 & 18 19,

Ch. Jle=xiii. P Muark, 16 19. Luke, 24. 50, 51, John, 6. 62. Mak. 17. 5. q Mat. 17. 2. & 28. 3. Luke, 24. 4 John, 20. 12. T Ch.
2.7. &13. 31 $ Mat.20. 6. Luke, 24. 5. tDan. 9. 13. Pf 47. 5. with Mat. 25. 31. 1 Theff 4. 16. 2 Thefll 1. 7,8, 10. 1 Thefl.
3. 10. Rev.1. 7. Y Mat. 24. 3. & 26. j0. Zech. 14. 4. Luke, 21. 37. & 24. <2, * About a mile, or perbaps more,

John, 11. 18.

Y Ch.2c.8. &9. 37, 39. Luke, 22. 12. & 24. §3. John, 20. 19, 26.

cording ta Chrift’s predition (John, xvi. 8.) convinced of
J#, of righteoufnefsy and of judgment, the whole nation of the

" Jews would own kim for the Mc{liah, and fo not only throw
off its fubjetion to the Romans, but itfelf rife to very
extenfive and perhaps univerfal dominion. The word
amoxalizaveis, rendered ailt thou reflore, intimates the
fhattered and weakened ftate in which Ifrael now was. Dr.
Heylin renders the claufe more properly, Wilt thou re-efta-
bli/l the kingdom of Ifrael at that time ? namely, when they
fhould be baptized, as was promifed juft before. Our
Lord’s anfwer, though calculated to reprefs an improper
curiofity, yet may intimate, that the kingdom fhould at
length be reftored, though net immediately, or with all
the circumftances which they imagined. ¢ It will not be of
¢ any ufe to you, in your work, to know the times or the
¢¢ feafons for the reftoration of the kingdom of Ifrael. Be-
¢ fides, this is one of -the things which the Father hath
¢ thought fit to conceal from mortals in the abyfs of Om-
« nifcience. This only is of importance for you to know,
¢t that you fhall receive miraculous powers after the Holy
¢ Gholt is come upon you, and that by thefe powers you
¢ fhall bear witnefs unto me with great fuccefs.”

Ver. 9. A cloud received bimy &c.] That is, fome bright
appearance like a cloud, accompanied by angels. It was
for majefty, and not for neceflity, that our Lord ufed the
miniftration of angels on this occafion. See 2 Kings, ii. 11.
-Our Lord afcended into heaven from the mount of Olives,
at or near the place where he had been apprehended and
bound, and whence he had been led away like a felon to
be tried for his life, infulted, fcourged, and condemned to
crucifixion. He now goes off in triumph from the fame
mountain into a place and flate worthy of his innocence
and infinite dignity. Sce the note on Luke, xxiv. §2. and
the RefleCtions on that chapter.

Ver. 10, 11. Behsld two men, &c.] Two angels in
human form. As Chrift’s refurre@ion had been honoured
with the appearance of angels, it is natural to expe& that
his afcenfion into heaven would be fo likewife. The an-
gels fpake of our Lord’s coming to judge the world at the
laft day, a defcription of which he himfelf had given in

his life-time : For the Son of man fball come in.the glory of .

bis Fatker awith bis angel;. Matth. xvi. 27. Wherefore
the c/evd whereon our Lord now afcended, being the fame

4

Luke, 24. 5o, °

with that in which he is to come again, was more bright ;‘
and pure than the cleareft lambent flame; for it was the
glory of Ged, that is, the Shechinah, or vifible fymbol of the

divine prefence, which appcared to the patriarchs in antient

times, which filled the temple at its dedication, 2 Chron. °

by mortal eyes. As our Lord afcended up into the Lies,

.vil. 3. and which cannot be beheld in its greateft fplendour

the flaming cloud which furrounded him, leaving a large .
track of light behind it, marked his paffage through the air,

but gradually loft its magnitude in the eyes of thofe who

ftood below, till, foaring high, he and it vanithed out of their

fight.

remoteft eternity, contemplated with pleafure, which angels

In this illuftrious manner did our Saviour depart,
after having finithed the grand work which he came down
upon earth to execute ; a work which God himfelf, in the

antiently with joy defcribed as to happen,and which, through |
all eternity to come, thall, at periods the moft immenfely

diftant from the time of its exccution, be looked back upon
with inexpreflible delight by every inhabitant of heaven:
for, though the little affairs of time may vanifh altogether
and be loft, when they are removed far back by the endlefs
progreflion of duration, this objet is fuch, that no diftance,
however great, can leffen it.  The kingdom of God is
ereCted upon the incarnation and fufferings of the Son of

God,—the kingdom and city of God, comprehending all -

the holy and faithful beings that have been, or ever fhall

be, in the univerfe, made happy by goodnefs and love ; and °

therefore none of them can ever forget the foundation on
which their happinefs ftands firmly eftablithed. In parti-
cular, the faithful of the human fpecies, recovered by this
labour of the Son of God, will view their Déliverer, and

look back on his ftupendous undertaking, with high ra-

vifhment, while they are feafting without interruption on

its fweet fruits, ever growing more delicious. The other |

holy and faithful members of this city of God will likewile
contemplate it with perpetual pleafure, as the happy means
of recovering their faithful kindred who were loft, and asa
grand confirmation of the whole rational and divine {yftem,
in their {ubjeGtion to him who liveth and reigneth for ever,
and whafe favour is better than life.,
Ver. 12. A fabbath day's journey.] That is; about a mile.
Sce the note on Luke, xxiv. go. »
Ver. 13, 14. They went up into-an upper room,] This
might
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both * Peter, and James, and John, and An-
drew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and
Matthew, Jamecs the fon of Alpheus, and Simon
Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James.

14 * Thefe all continued with one accord in
prayer and fupplication, with the women, and
Mary the mother of Jefus, and with his bre-
thren. :

15 Y And in thofe days ® Peter ftood up in
the mid{t of the difciples, -and faid, (the num-
ber of the ° names together were about an hun-
dred and twenty,)

16 Men and brethren, this feripture muft
reeds have been fulfilled, which the IHoly
Ghoft by the mouth of David fpake before con-
cerning Judas, who was guide to them that
Mark. 6. 16—rq, Luke, 6. 14—16. Jude .

b Johp,1S. 37. & 21 15-17. € Verlons.

¢ John, 6. 70, 71.
B Mat 2;7. .

! Mat. 10, 2==4.
Ca. 2. v. 42, 46.
—11. with Ch. 2. 23. & 4. 27.23. & 13. 27.°
' Mat 2=, §—10. & 26. 35, 2 Pet. 2. 135,
Cb.2c. 28. 1 Pet. 5. 3.

THE ACTS.

. took

* Lueke, 5. 3¢, & 24. 53 % 23. 49.
Rev. 3. ¢. & 112 130

Mat. :c. 4. Luke, 6. 16.
Pf 55. 15,23.

937

e Al (] '

Jefus. - :
17 For he was “ numbered with us, and
obtained part of this ‘miniftry. -

18 * Now this man purchafed a field with
the reward of iniquity ; and” falling headlony,
he burft afunder in the mid{t, and all his bowels
gu‘hed out.

19 And it was known unto all the dwellers
at Jerufalem ; infomuch as that ficld is called
in their proper tongue, Accldama, that is to fay,
The field of blood.

20 Forit is writtenin the book of Pfalms,
! Let his habitation be defolate, and let no
man dwell therein: and his *bithoprick let
another take. ‘

21 Wherefore of thefe men who have com-

hédt

John, 20. 25. Mat. 13. t5. & 27.535, §5.
SBL o419 & §5. 12—14. John, 1318, %48, 2
Ver. e53. f Ch.12.25. &20. 24. & 21. 19,
LPL 69, 25 & 10y, 8. k Qr e fice, o cburge ol overicei gt

might be rendered into the upper room. There was in Je-
wialem an upper room in which the apoltles had been uted
10 affemble with their Lord, where they had eaten the lalt
fupper with him, and where perhaps they had afiembied
Bace his refurretion, and been favoured with his company.
Such a room many of the richer and more devout Jews
ufed to have in their houfes for religious cxercifes, Some
ay, that this room where the apoftles aflembled, was upon
mount Sion, where Epiphanius afferts there was afterwards
a Chriftian church built: that the gofpel fhould go out
from mount Sion, was agreeable to the prophecies, Ifai.
i, 3. Mic. iv. 2. See alfo the note on Luke, xxiv. §2.

Ver. 15. The number of the names, &c.] Of the perfons.
See Rev. ch. iii. 4. and Virg. ZEn. vi. ver. 763. An hundred
and twenty was the number of a Jewifh council. It is very
likely that moft of the difciples who met our Lord in Ga-
lilee after his refurre&ion, did either live in Galilze, in the
remoteft parts of Judea, or in Samaria, and wer: not now
in Jerufalem. )

Ver. 16. Men and brethren,] Literally, men brethren. So
chap. ii. 2. See chap. vii. 2. Some have taken this for
a Hebraifm ; and it is true, that it was gfual with the
Hebrews ; but it was ufed alfo by the politeft Greeks,—
Xenophon, Homer, Herodotus, &c. Inttead of mu? necds
bave been fulfilled, Dr. Heylin reads muft be fulfilled.  His
piace muft be fupplied by a new election, as in the fequel.

ver. 20.
sec}’e:. 18. Niw this man purckafed a ficld, &c.] It means,
Occafioned the purchafing 8 Jield. It is worth obferving,
that an a&ion is fometimes faid in fcripture to be done by
a perfon who was the occalion of doing it. Sce Gea. xlii. 38.
Exod. xxiii. 8. Rom. xiv.13. 1 Cor. vii. 16. and 1 Tim.
iv. 16. To what has been faid in the note on Matthew,
xxvii. 5. on the death of Judas, we fubjoin the following
* obiervations of different writers. Cafaubon obferves, that
Ju.das banged himfelf ; but the rope breaking, he fell down,

Foi L i

and, by the fall, broke his belly. He fuppofes therefore,
that St. Matthew relates only the beginning of the hiftory,
and St. Luke the conclufion. = Stephanus, in his Lexicon,
fays, that when Judas had put the ropc about his neck,
throwing himfelf forward from the place where he ftood,
he burft his belly by tre fhock which he reczived ; and with
this opinion Dr. Whitby feems to agree. Ilcinfius inter-
prets the word a'm.’yzan in Matthew, te was SaulTscated Iy
the angui/b of bis mind ; to which he applies what is faid hy
the LXX. 2 Sam. xvii. 23. and Job, vii. 15. and adds,
¢ fuch a fuffocation is wont to occafion a rupture ;” which
he thinks is applicable to St. Luke’s account. Gronovius
underftands the word to fignify be bung biifclf, but then
he interprets the expreflion woms &yivero, failing headlong,
in a paflive fenfe, as if Judas’s body, when dead, was cut
down by fomc other perfon, and fo burlt by the fail.
Laftly, DPerizonius, agreeing with Ieindus, underftands St.
Matthew as fpeaking only of a fuffocation arifing from a
melancholy diforder; which fenfe of the word he proves
from a variety of examples. DBut then he fuppol:s, that
this did not kill Judas, who aftcrwar.is threw himfeif down
from an cminence upon his face, and broke his belly by the
fall; which is what is referred to by St. Luke.  ~ °
Ver. 19. dnd it was knswn, &c.]  Aringhius mentions
a funeral infeription dugz up in the Via Nomentana, bv
which it appears that the fate of Judas became a proverbial -
form of curfing. Sce his Roma Sabterran. p. 436. The
beft critics feem univerfally to read this verfe in a paren-
thefis, confidering it not as the words of St Peter, but of
the hiftorian.  Dr. Lightfoot conje&tures, that the puttes’s

freld was the place where Judas hanged himfelf; and that

it was not only bought with the money for which Judas
had fold his DMaiter, but ftained alfo with the traitor’s
blood. Sce on Datch. xxvil. 7, 8. o .

Ver. 20. And bis bijhoprick let anctlor t2k.7  And it ana
otler take bis office. lleylim, : :
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panied with us ' all the time that the Lord Jefus
went in and out among us,

22 Beginning from the baptilm of John,
unto that fame day that he was taken up from
us, muft one be ordained to be a ™ witnefs with
us of his refurre&ion.

23 And they appointed two, Jofeph called
Barfabas, who was furnamed Juftus, and Mat-
thias.

24 And they prayed, and faid, Thou, Lord,

U Mat. jii—xxviii, Mark, ie—xvi. Luke, liw=xxiv. Jobn, ie==xzi. Ver. g,

3f. 21 1Sam.16. 7. PL 7.9, & 44. 21. & 394' g==11. Prov. 1§. 11,
Jobn, 2. 24, 25. ® Ver. 17,30. Pf 109. 8,

Lev. 16. 8.

THE ACTS

? Ver. 16—213.

Chuar. 1.

*which knoweft the hearts of all men, fthew
whether of thefe two thou haft chofen,

25 That he may take part of ° this miniftry
and apoftlefhip, from which * Judas by tranf-
greflion fell, that he might go to his own
place. '

26 * And they gave forth their lots ; and the
lot fell upon Matthias ; and he was numbered
with the eleven apofti¢s.

M Ver.8. Ch.2. 32. & 10. 39,41. & 13. 31. Heb.2. 3. ®Deut.
Jer. 11. 20. & 17. 10. & 20. 12, Ch, 15. 8. Héb. 4. 33. Rev.s. 23,
Mat. 26. 314—16, 24 & 37. 3—s. S Peov. 16. 33. 1 Chr.24. §.

Ver. 22. Muft one be ordained, &ec.] They muft reafon-
ably and modellly conclude, that it was fit the number of
apoftles whom Chrilt firft chofe, fhould be kept up, per-
haps in allufion to the twelve tribes of Ifrael. DBut itis
impoflible, as well as quite unneceflary, that we at this dif-
tance of time fhould be able to aflizn a reafon why the two
afterwards mentioned, and no more, were propofed as
candidates. Perhaps a longer and more intimate acquaint-
ance with our Lord, might entitle them to a preference on
this occafion.

Ver. 23. Jofeph called Barfubas, &c.] That this Jofeph
was a different perfon from 7ofes, furnamed Barnabas, men-
tioned ch. iv. 36. will appear more than probable, when it
has been confidered, firf#, that the charaQter of Barnabas is
given chap. iv. as if he had no where been mentioned be-
fore : fecondly, this Jofeph was furnamed Fuflus; but we
no where find that Barnabas was fo named.

Ver. 24. Which knoweft the kearts] See Prov. xv. 11.
1 Sam. xvi. 7. Jerem. xvii. 10. )

" Ver.25. That be might go to his own place.] 'I.‘hat is, to
the place and fate of loft fouls. It wasa maxim among
the Jews, ¢ He who betrayeth an Ifraclite, fhall have no
« part in the world to come.” The term bis own place,
or bis due or appsinted place, was very frequently ufed by
the primitive Chriflians, who meant thereby to exprefs a
man’s going prefently after death into his proper place and
flate of happinefs or mifery. In the epiftle afcribed to
Barnabas, it is faid, that good men go to the place appointed
for them ; and Clemens Romanus obferves, that St. Peter
"fuffered martyrdom, and went into the place of glory which
was due to him, that is, lis ewn, through the Blood of
" Chrift. Ignatius fays, ¢ all things bave an end; death
« and life are fet before us, and every one mult go unto
+¢ his own place.” Compare with this, what our Lord
himfelf had faid of Judas, Matth. xxvi. 24. John, vi.
70, 71. and xvii. 12. 'The word rendered part is xnigos,
which fignifics a Joz, and may refer to the lots mentioned
in the next verfe.

Ver. 26. ~lud they gave forth, &c.) This was, no doubt,
moft impartially adjuiicd, though we know not in what
particular method.  The honour which God had in peculiar
inftances conferred on inquiries by lot, (fee Jo(h. vii. 14, 15.
1 Sam. x. 20, 21.) and the cuftom of fixing the offices of
the priefts in the temple, while in waiting there, by lot,

(1 Chron. xxiv. §—%. and Luke, i. 9.) might lead them to
this turn of thought; or, very probably, they might have
reccived an exprefs revelation from heaven in refpe@t to
their mode of proceeding. Thus the number of the apo-
ftles of the circumcifion was filled up again before the
effufion of the Holy Spirit,—that the Spirit might fall on
Matthias in the fame manner as upon the other eleven;
and that he might not only have like fpiritual gifts, and
miraculous powers, but that they might be conferred at
the fame time, and in the fame confpicuous and honoursble
manner.

Iuferences drawn from the charaler and condu& of
Judas Ifcarist.  'We have already made fome refle@ions on
the hiftory of Judas. See on Mgtth. xxvi. &c. From that
chara&er and condut we now further obferve, there arifes
¢ a ftrong proof of the truth of the Chriftian religion.”
For in Judas we have a man, who in three refpe&s par-
ticularly anfwers three diftin€ and moft remarkable pro-
phefies, and who, being thoroughly acquainted with the
moft fecret condu@ and views of the Lord- Jefus, was
therefore capable of dete€ting any fraud or impofture
which might have been fuppofed to be carrying on by him;
—and yet this man, after having delivered up Chrift through
the ftrength of the temptations of avarice, ambition, and
refentment, no fooner finds the confequence of what he
had done, than his confcience, taking the alarm, makes him
in the ftrongeflt manner retra&, and atteft his Mafter's in-
nocence, before thofe very ralers, to whom he had be-
trayed him but a few hours before; and to whom it is
evident he had made no difcovery of impofture, fince the
would not have failed, as well to have reproached bim wit
it when he returned the money, as to have urged it againft
Jefus upon his trial, which yet they never did: and thisman,
finding that his retralting his evidence, or at leaft declar-
ing the innocence of Jefus, had no effe® with the chief
priclts, fpeedily put ‘an end to a miferable being in an ex-
cefs of grief and remorfe. I bave finned, cried he, in that
I have betrayed the innocent blood ! an atteftation to the inno-
cence of Chrift, fo circumitanced, thatit is fcarcely poffible
to fuppofe a ftronger ; which nothing but the moft thorough
conviltion could have extorted, as nothing but the deepeft
remorfe could have hurried him on to fo defperate a death,
which, according to the idea of the Talmudifts, was the

~. punifhment
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CHAP. IL

The apoftles, filled with the Holy Ghofty and fpeaking divers
languages, are admired by fome ; but are derided by others,
whom Peter confutes, [bewing that the apofiles [pake by the
power of the Holy Ghoft, that Fefus awas rifen from the dead,
afcended into heaven, had poured down the fame Huly Ghb:f?,
and was the Mcffias, known to them to be approved of God
by bis miracles, wonders, and figns : a great number that
were convertedy, are baptized, ko afterwards devoutly
and charitably convesfe together, the apcfiles avorking many
miraclesy and God daily increafing his church.

[Anno Domini 33.]

ND * when the day of Pentecoft was
fully come, " they were all with one

& Deut. 16. 19. Lev. 2. 15, 26. Numb. 28. 26.
&1 8 Lukbe, 24.49. John, s. 8. Ezek. 37.9.
44-3=—¢. Ch. 1. 5 & 11.15.
3 C:r. xsn. xiv. ¢ Exod. 23. 16, 17. & 34.23.

* Ch. 1. 13, 1¢.
4 Ver. 4,3, 5

THE ACTS.

Ver. 46.
8. Ch. 10.46. & 15. 8.
Johny 34. 16, 26. & 15. 26. & 16. 7. & 20. 22,
Rev. 23. 1§—~21. 1 Pet 1. 1.
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accord in one place.

2 °And f{uddenly there came a found from
heaven as of a rufthing mighty wind, and it
filled all the houfe where they were fitting.

3 And there appeared unto them * cloven
tongues like as of “ fire, and it fat upon each
of them.

4 " And they were all filled with the Holy
Ghoft, and began to fpeak with other tongues, -
as the Spirit gave them utterance.

5 " And there were dwelling at Jerufalem

Jews, devout men, out of every nation under
heaven,

Zeph. 3. 9. Luke, 24. 53. Neh. 4. 9. & 6. 3. ¢ Ch. ¢. 31.
€ Mat. 3. 11, Jer. 23, 29. f Joel, 2. 28. If.

Mark, 16. 17. Pf. 8.2. 2 Pet. 1.21. Ch.10. 45, 46. & 19. 6.

punifhmeent ufually infliGted by the divine vengeance on
fuch perfons as bore falle witnefs againft their neighbours.

And Judas bore falle witnefs againft his Mafter and
his God ! Stirred up to a decd fo execrable, by the vile
temptation of miferable covetoufnc(s, he followed the bleffed
Jefus, not to partake of the riches of his fpiritual kingdom,
but in hopes of temporal power and wealth. As foon as he
perceived the golden dreams vanifh which he had formed,
that there was no hope of temporal advantage from Chrift,
nay, that Chrift was privy to the fecret defigns of his male-
volent heart, full of refentment for his difappointed pur-
pofes, he, for a few filver pence, betrays his Mafter, whofe
innocence he perfe&ly knew, whofe power he had fully
cxperienced, and whofe goodnefs and love had charms
enough, onc fhould think, to have engaged any heart but 2

e one.
cc"'A:x‘:lm;!ow do we fee the crime of Judas, black and horrid
as it is, daily re-ated upon earth, and repeated among
profeffing difciples of Chrift ! How many are there, who
prefer gold and temporal intereft to their God, their Sar
viour, and their fouls, and, ftrangely perverle, fet fo ex-
orbitant a value en the gifts, as to forget, as to delpile, as
to betray the Giver !  Covetoufnefs is a crime above mea-
fure odious in the fight of God whofe liberal bounty
frecly extended to all his creatures, abundar.atly fhews his
abhorrence of it.  Chrift has given a particular charge
againft it, ¢ Take heed and beware of .covetoufncfs.”.bt. Paul
has ftigmatized it with the opprobrious name of idolatry.
It robs God of the heart; it robs our fellow-creatures of
their due; it injures the poor and aﬂi.n&cd§ and, what is
worft of all, it robs the foul of cverlafting blifs. Zuke becd
therefire, and beware of covetoufnefs.

One powerful reafon to incline us to do fo,=a reafon
which fhould make the covetous heart b'lecd_ drops of
blood, is, that the moft execrable and horrid villany that
ever was thought of, ever was heard of under the fun, was
owing to covetoufnefs ; namely, the betraying to crucifixion
the innocent Lamb of God. Nor let us fuppofe ourfelves
above the power of this luft ; for who fhall prefume to be
fecure, when a difciple, an apoftle, a preacher of righteouf-

nefs, a worker of miracles, was yet feduced to fell his
Mafter and his foul upon fo fordid a confideration as thirty
pices of filver! This ought to put us all upon our guard ;
and the fate of Judas ftands as a monument and perpetual
admonition to all who make gold their god, and the fine
gold their confidence. :

We may obferve again with refpe®t to Judas, that,
though never confcience was more diltreffed than his, yet
was his forrow wholly unavailing; and that for this plain
reafon, becaufe he would not, he could not, (given over, as
he then was, to a reprobate mind) fly for mercy to the
blefled Lamb of God. Convinced that he had betrayed
that Lamb to his crucifiers, and conceiving that there could
be no grace for a wretch like him, he abandoned himfelf
to all the horrors of defpair, and, full of his own aggravated
guilt, could bear the light no longer, but rufhed from tem-
poral into eternal punifhment.  For repentance by no means
confifts folely in, nor is its truth and efficacy to be gathered
merely from, the inward anguifh and fufferings of the
mind. It is poflible that thefe may be the moft intenfe, and
yet the forrow utterly incfiicacious. For fuch was the
cafe of Judas, and fuch has been the cafe of many defpair-
ing finners: they have feen their own guilt in its utmoft
horror, and muolt aggravated circumftances; and may have
been ready with. Judas to make reftitution of their ill-
gotten gains, and freely to confefs their fault: but then
tney have been devoid of that humble and earneft applica--
tion to the bleeding Redeemer, which is the only fource of
hope to the repenting foul; and which, as it 1s the only
means whercby we obtain pardon, fo it is the only means .
which can prevent or cure defpair. . This teaches us the
heinous, the unfpeakable guilt of felf-murder ; whichis a
voluntary cutting ourfelves off from all poffibility of the
Redeemer’s mercy, a voluntary plunge into woe eternal,
and mifery unutterable. This fatal ftep for ever deprived
Judas of hope and pardon, and he funk into endlefs forrow,
and into the world of darknefs, where tiere is no repent-
ance, and where the doom is irrevocably fealed.

Upon the whole, from this example of Judas, we who,
like him, are of the vifible church of Chrift, fhould take
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6. Now ¥ when this was noifed abroad, the
muliitude came together, and were “ con-

8 Gieok wvleq this woice was made. L3

—

THE ACTS,

Or treubled in mind, Ver. 7. 32.

-

founded, becaufe that every man heard them
{peak in his own language,

Mat. 2. 3.

cfpecial heed, that we deceive not ourflelves by depending
upon our outward privileges, while our hearts are not
right before God, and our intentions arc warped and bi-
afled by worldly attachments. It behoves “us to be efpz-
cially eareful, that we adorn the doQrine of God our
Saviour by a fuitable conduét ; otherwife the excellence of
our profeflion will ferve only the more to enhance the fe-
verity of our future condemnation: and as judas perithed
in the more cxtreme anguifh, becaufe he had been fo par-
" ticularly favoured by his Lord and Mafter, fo fhall wc
perifh with aggravated confufion if we difobey a doftrine
which is perfedlive of our highedt happinefs, and defpife a
Saviour who blcd only to blefs and to fave. Judas could
not bear the ftings and arrows of his reproaching con-
{cience ; and all guilt, fooncr or later, will find confcience
as bufy as it was with him. Let then the finner reflect,
who has lived days, and months, and years, in utter ncglect
of, the God who created him,—of the Redeemer who
died for his foul.—Il.et him think, what extremity of an-
guifh will feize his foul, when death gives the laft fum-
mons, - and the future ‘'world "is cpening on his view !
Ungrateful to his Father, his Saviour, his immortal Friend;
aegle@ful of his own infinitely valuable intereft, enflaved
to concupifcence and fin, every circumftance of condemna-
tion will crowd upon his mind ; while his affrighted and
tormented confcience auticipates the punifhment to come.
Let no man doubt of that punithment; the defpairing
finner is a living proof : he carries his own hell with him §
a worm within, which ncver dicth ; a flame which nevér
fhall be quenched. It can only mw be quenched; and
fow quenched only by one fovereign fiream, the precious
blood which flowed from the Lamb of God, when, be-
trayed by his own familiar friend, he died a willing facri-
fice for the fins of the world.

RerLecTIONS. —1ft, St. Luke, the fuppofed penman of
_ this book, addreflzs it, as he had done his gofpel, to The-
ophilus his noble catechumen. '

1. He reminds him of the former treatife which he bad
written for his edification and inftrution, containing an
account f all that Fefus began both to do and teach, laying the
foundation of that Chriftian church on which they were
to build, wnti/ the day in awhich be awas taken up, cootinuing
to inttru} them in the nature of his kingdom, afier that be,
throngh the Ely Ghgl, which the Father gave without mea-
fure uuto him, Fad given commandments unts the apefiles whom
te had cicfin, commiflioning them to preach his gofpel, and,
iccording to the plenitude of his power, enabling them for
the arducus work. [Nste; They who teach, muft do: a
Tuiniftes’s praclice mult be correfpondent with his pre-
cEPLs. . '

2. e mentions fome of thofe many infallible figns
which Jefus guve of his refurre&tion.  He fhewed himfelf
to Lis difcipies alive, convinced them fully of the identity
.of his perion, wis fzen of them feveral times, in different
places, during the forty days that he continued on earth;

. 8

ate, drank, and converfed freely with them, inftru@ing
them in the things pertaining to the kingd:m of God, informing
them of the nature of his kingdom, the powers they fhould
be endued with, the fuccefs of their miniftry, and the
glory which was prepared for all the faithful.

3. Chrift ordercd them, at one of their folemn meetings,
not to depart from Jerufalem, whither they had probably
come from Galilee, after they had feen him on the moun-
tain where he appointed them to meet him 5 but wait for
the promife of the Father, qvkich, faith be, ye have beard of me,
fully and confidently expecting that Spirit whom the an-
tient prophefies had forctold fhould be abundantly poured
out in the days of the Mefliah, and of whom he had fo
often fpoken to them before his departure, as the Coma
forter whom he would fend unto them from the Father, to
enable them for the glorious work which was before them.
For fobn truly baptized avith avater, and that was all he
prctended to do; dut ye, according to his declarations, Sall
be baptized wwith the Holy Gb;ﬂ not many days hence ; receiving
fuch abundant meafures of light, grace, wifdom, courage,
and utterance, as effeually to carry them through every
difficulty, and make them fuccefsful in fpreading the
gofpel, in defiance of all oppofition. Note; We muft
patiently wait, and then we fhall affuredly fee the falvation
of God.

2dly, The apoftles had not yet quite dropped their ex-
pe€tations of the Meflial’s temporal kingdom, and the
lrel'urrec‘.?tion of Jefus probably flattered them with new
lope. :

1. They put the qusftion therefore to him, whether a?
this time he would reffore again the kingdom to Ifrael, raifing
the Jewifth pcople to the higheft pitch of grandeur, and
bringing all the kingdoms of the earth in fubje&tion to
them : fo hard is it to eradicate early prejudices.

2. Chrift checks their vain curiofity. And, as the Spirit,
which fhould be given them, would fhortly reQify thefe
miftakes, he tells them it was not for them 70 #now ke 2imes
or the feafons when thofe great expeted revolutions fhould
be brought about, which the Futher bath put in Fis cun
powery and which are fecrets concealed in the divine mind.
Nite; (1.) Seccret things belong unto God. Curiofity to
be wife above what i3 written, is foolith as well as fruitlefs.
(2.) The uncertainty in which it has pleafed God to leave
us concerning future ‘events, is gracioufly ordered, to the
intent that we might be always prepared for that which God

- hath prepared for us.

3 He affures them, that poor, illiterate, and defpicable
inftruments as they appeared, they fhould be eridued with
the moft aftonifhing fpiritual powers, through the mighty
influence of the Holy Ghoft, which fhould eome l?pon
them ; when filled with zeal, courage, and wildom, which
none of their adverfaries could gainfay or refift, they
fhould be witnefles unto him, aﬂ’erting'his charater as
the divine Mefliah, bezring teftimony to his refurreion,
publithing the glad tidings of falvation through his name,
and confirming the truth of their words. by the atteltation

of
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7 And they were all ' amazed and mar-
velled, faying one to another, Bchold, are not
all thefe who fpeak * Galileans ? -

t Yer. 32. Ch. 3. 50 & 4. 13. & 1. 10, 11,
! Ver. 7. Luke, 1. 34 1 25.3. Dam §. 28,

X Mat. 4. 18—23,

ACTS, \ 943

8 And'how hear we every man {nand were
tongue, wherein we were born eaneth
9 Parthians, and ® Medes, and Elan.

Mark, 2. 13, 14, John, 1. 43—346. & 7. 52. Luke, 13.1,3. Ch. 1, ko

of the moft amazing miracles; beginning at Jerufulem,
then going to the Samaritans, among whom, before, they
had been withheld from preaching ; and aftervvards fpread-
ing the glorious gofpcl to the ends of the earth, not only
am->ng the dilperfed Jews, but among the Gentiles alfo.
Nite ; Gofpel minifters muft preach Jefus Chrift, bearing
witnefs to his grace and glory, and publifhing to all, the
frce and full redemption, which is obtained for loft finners
through his infinite merit and interceflion. o

4 When be had [piken thefz things, while they behcld,
carneftly regarding him, and duly attentive to the gracious
words which proceeded out of his mouth, be qvas taken up ;
and with eager looks they followed him, tiil a cloud received
Fm out aft/.veirﬁgbt ; and, amid congratulating angels, he
sicended to the throne of his glory. May I follow thee,
Lotd, with the eyes of faith ssw, and, when it {hall pleafe
thee, afcend to behold thee face to fuce.

5. An angelic vifion appears to them, as they ftood
gazing towards heaven after their dear Lord as be aent up,
willing to catch the laft poflible giimpfe of him, and keep-
ing (il their eyes fixed on tiic place where he became in-
vitble to them. Two celcftial {pirits in human forms, ar-
raved in white apparcl, the emblem of their purity and
grandeur, ftood by them, and kindly addreffed them, fay-
ing, Ye men of Galilee, awhky fland ye gazing up ints bea.'um,
35 if you expeted your Lord and Matler to return qulckl!
toyou ? This fame Jefus, which was delivered for your of-
fences, and died on a tree, and is now faken up from
ints henwen, and exalted to the mediatorial throne, /Ball fo
ccme in like mannery at the laft day of his appearing and
glory, in the clouds of hcaven, attended by his angelic
hodts, as ye bave feen bim go into heaven. O that we may be
rcady to meet him in that great day ! Octhat the expecta-
tion of it may powcrfully and coatinually influence our
minds ! We ba

¢ have

zf"'?[:hc place wilcnce our Lord afcended, zhe meunt Olivet,
ahout a mile from Jerufalem. “There l~:is fuff;rmgs began
in the garden, and thence he entered into his glory asa
triumphant conqueror, in full view of that dcvoted city,
for which judgment was now prepared.

2. The return of the difciples. 'They came back to the
city according to their Mafter’s orders, and awhen they were
come in, they went up into an upper 1o, for greater {ccrecy.
In that soom probably they chiefly fpent their time, avith
ene accord, in prayer and fupplications for the coming of
that Comforter who was ‘promifed. The elcven apoitles
are particularly mentioned, all of whom kept clofe'togcther,
with the wemen, who had approved their fidelity, love,
and zeal, in a very di&inguiﬂ]}fd mam;er, and Mary the

of Fefus, concerning whom we hear no more men;
:::(:véfl: zt{r ;’ and bis brethren, thofe of Clirilt’s kin{rmen
who now believed on him, (fee Matth. xiii. 55, 56:) with
many others.  Naofe; (r.) It is good for the diiciples of

Jefus to unite together : the world is clofely leagued againft
them, # They need therefore maintain the clofeft fcliow-
fhip with each other. (2.) Prayer is the blefitd and
conftant employment of God’s people; and efpecially in
all feafons of particular trial, when their faith and ptience
are called into exercife, they have need to redouble their
fupplications.  (3.) Nothing can be denied to the united
prayers of the faithful, who, with one accord, furround a
throne of grace in the name of Jefus.

4thly, At one of thole folemn meetings, where about a
hundred and twenty of the difciples were affimbled,
Peter, the zcalous fervant of his Lord, flcad up in the midit
of them; not affecting to /¢, 2s their maiter or fupcrior,
but propofing a matter to them as his equals.  'We have,

1. His fpeech.  He addrefics them as his friends, comn-
panions, and brethren in Chrift; and having an important
propofal to make to them, he reminds them of the fulfil-
ment of the icripture in the wickednefs and milerable end
of Judas the traitor. As aggravations of his guilt, St. Peter
obferves,

[1.] The high dignity to which he was alvanced. He ~
was numbered with us, and bad obtained part of this miniflry ;
and this but the more aggravated his fin and ruin. Nore;
Many-are numbered tw:th us, who are not of us; buta
name to live, while perfons are rveally dead in trefpaffes and

Jins, will avail nothing. , '

[2.] His fin was treachery. He was guide to them that

tosk Fifus ; a ringleader in iniquity, as apoftates ufually

rove.

d [3-]1 His end was notorious. Ilis money, the wages of
unrighteoufnefs, ferved only to buy a field to bury ftrangers
in ; and, driven by the devil and a defpairing confcience,
he went and hanged him{elf: when the rope, or the place
on which he hung, giving way, he fell; and Lis belly
burfting afunder, his bowels gulhed out; a fearful exit!
of which great notice was defervedly taken ; the fack being
publicly known in Jerufalem, and noided abroad, info-
much that the people called the ficld purchaled by this mo-
ney, Aceldama, or The field of bloody with refped to the
innocent blood, of which it was the price; perpetuating
thereby the infumy, not only of the traitor who fold his
Matfter, but of the rulers who tempted him to this atrocious
dced.  [Sece the Annotations.]

[4.] Hec citesthe book of Piylms, in which the prophefy
relating to Judas was found. Lot bis habitation be defolsts,
anud [t ns pran dwell thereiny DLl Ixix. 25. and bis bifhsprick
let cncther takey, Plal. cix. 8. ‘

{5-] He propofes to them, according to this prophctic
word, that the facred college fhould be fllzd up by the ad-
dition of one to their number, out of thofe who had ape
proved themfelves from the beginning faithful; and had
been ameng the firlt who followed Jefus, and privy to all
the tranfadlions concerning him, from the time when he was
baptized of John in Jordan, till his afcenfion to glory;

: o - that
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and the dwellers in ® Mefopotamia, and in
Judea, and ° Cappadocia, in Pontus, and
? Afia,
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10 * Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in "Egypt,
and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and’
ftrangers of ' Rome, ' Jews and profelytes,

3 Ch. 6. 6. & 13.13. * Exod. 1. 1. Eack. ;8. ¢ Maik,

=

that he might with them be a witnefs of bis refurreftion, of
that grand article of faith, as well as of all the other gloe
rious things relative to Chrift’s divine miffion and charac-
ter. Note; (1.) None fhould be admitted into the mi-
niftry, but fuch as for a feafon have proved their fidelity to
Chrift, in a courfe of holy walking with him. (2.) 'l%xcy
who have known Chrift, and the power of his refurre&ion
in their fouls, cannot but make him the fubjet of all their
difcourfes. '
2. The church, approving the propofal, nominated twe,
Jofeph and Matthias; and not knowing which to prefer,
they applied to God, the Searcher of hearts, b{‘ prayer for
direCtion, that he would be pleafed to fhew them which
of thefe he had chofen o take part of that minifiry and
apofilefbip, from which Fudas by tranfgreffion fell, that he
might go to his own place, the dire abode prepared for fallen
. angels and rebellious finners. Note ; In our emergencies,
we thould never fail to look up to God for dire&ion.
* Having commended the matter to God’s determination,
they folemnly. caft lots; when the Lord, at whofe difpofal
the lot is, Prov. xvi. 33. appointed Matthias, who was
thenceforward numbered with the eleven apoftles.

CHAP IL

Ver. 1. And avhen the day of Pentecoft was fully come,] It
‘has often been ob{crved, that as our Lord was crucified at
-one of the great Jewith feafts, it was fit that he fhould be
glorified at snother; and this of Pentecoft was chofen,
with peculiar propriety, as next fucceeding that -of the
paflover at which Chrift fuffered ; and allo as it was cele-
brated in commemoration-ef the giving the law from mount
Sinai on that day, (Exod. xix. 1—11.) and as the firft-
fruits were then offered and anointed, (Exod. xxiii. 6.
Lev. xxiil. 17.) To thefe anfwered the fuller difcovery of
the gofpel on this occafion, and the anointing the firft-
fruits of the Chriftian church by the effufion ot the Spirit.
“The folemnity of the feaft, the general expeflation of the
Mefliah, and the length of the days, as it was about the
middle of fummer, would no doubt bring great numbers to
Jerufalem at that time.;. who, when they returned home,
and reported this great event, would naturally make way
for the better reception of the apoftles, when they came
among them. The Jews ufed to begin their days, as we
have often obferved, about fix o’clock in the evening, and
reckoned till that time the fiext evening, sccordingto Gen.
i. 5. By faying therefore that the day of Pentecoft avas fully
comé,'St. Luke meant that the night was paft, and the light
of the next morning begun.  This was the firft day of the
week, or the Lord’s day, as itis called Rev.i. 10. On
the firlt day of the weck our Lord arofe from the dead.
‘On that day of the week he appeated to his apoftles when
they were affemblcd, for two weeks fucceflively ; and, on
the firft day of the week, the Holy Spirit was firft poured
out upon the apoftles and their company. On that day

7

of the week the apoftles and primitive Chriftians ufed to
affemble for religious worthip ; and, from the cuftom and
example of thofe ‘'who muit needs have known the mind
and will of Chrift, the Chriftian church ftill continues to
aflemble on that day for religious worthip.  St. Luke fays,
they were all with one-accerd in one place. It is faid, ch. i
14, 15. of all the hundred and twenty, al/ tFefe met with
one accordy to choofe an apoftie, &c. The hiftory is con-
tinued, as would appear more plainly if we had not di-
vided it into chapters and verfes;—and of the fame com-
pany it is here faid again, they were all met rogether avith
one accord in the fame place, (for fo it fhould be rendered,)
when the Holy Spirit was poured down upon them. Itis
probable all thefe hundred and twenty were along with the
apoftles, when the Holy Spirit was poured down a fecomi
timey ch. iv. 23—31. and it is evident from ch. vi. 3. that
feveral befide the apoftles were full of the oly Spirit,
(which is the very phrafe in the text, ver. 4.) when the
Spirit was now poured out;—a phrafe, which, in other
places, fignifies that the Spirit was conferred in the moft
honourable manner, as well as in a greater degree ; that is,
that it was given immediately from heaven, and not by the
daying on of the hands of the apoftles.” Again, Why might
not the Holy Spirit fall down“upon all the hundred and
twenty, as well as upon Cornclius and his company ? ch.
X. 44— 46. What feems much to confirm this account of
the prefence of the hundred and twenty, is St. Peter’s
fpeech, ver. 16. where he afferts, that, by that effufion of
the Holy Spirit, the prophefy of Joel was accomplifhed, in
which it was foretold, that the Spirit fhould be poured out
upon women as well as upon men, &c.  For one cannot
conceive how that prophefy could be already fulfilled,
unlefs the Spirit was fhed upon all the hundred and twenty;
among whom it is exprefsly faid, ch.i. 14. there was
Mary the mother of Jefus, and fome other women, who
were Chrift’s difciples. It may perhaps be obje&ed to this
interpretation, that the apoftles had the higheft and the moft
of the fpiritual gifts, and are taken notice of as the only
perfons who preached to the multitude which then came
together. Now it is allowed, that the apoftles had the moft,
and the beft of the gifts of the Spirit; but, notwith{tanding,
the other difciples might have fome inferior gifts, and thofe
granted at the fame time, in what meafure and proportion
God faw fit ; for there were diverfities of gifts and opera-
tions, though they all proceeded from one and the fame
Spirit § and the Spirit could eafily diftinguifh between the
apoftles and ethers, though they were all in the fame room
and company.

Ver. 2. And fuddenly there came a found] It was about
1500 years before this, and, as many think, on this very
day of the year, that the liw was given of God: from
Mount Sinai, in the fight and hearing of all Ifrael; and
attended not only with a vifible glory, but with pomp alfo
and terror; and now the new law of grace is given to the

apoltlcs
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21 " Cretes and * Arabians, we do hear them
fpeak in our tongues the * wonderful works
of God.’ '
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13 * And they were all amazed, and were
in doubt, faying one to another, What meaneth
this?

2 Ver. 6, 7. Luke,

apoftles upon mount Sion; (fee on ch.i. 13.) attended
lkewife with a glory, but communicated, agrecably to the
nature of it, in a much more mild, gentle, and familiar
manner. For, while they were big with expeQations of
their afcended Lord’s fulfilling his gromifc, in fending
down the fo-often mentioned gift of the Holy Spirit, there
came all on a fudden a found from heaven, as of a mighty
rufhing wind, which filled the whole houfe where they
were affembled, as their dotrine was afterwards to fill the
whole earth. When Moles had finithed all things accord-
ing to the pattern fhewn him on the mount, it is faid,
Exed. x1. 34, 35. that & cloud covered the tent of the congre-
gationy and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle ; and
when Solomon had finifhed the building of the temple, it
is faid that the cloud, &c. filled the boufe of the Lord. 1 Kings,
viii. 10, 11. In like manner, when Ifaiah faw the Lord
Jitting upon a throne,. bigh ond lifted up, it is faid, that bis
train the temple, ch.vi. 1. But now the divine Pre-
fence had left the temple, and the glory of the Lord refted
vpon mount Sion, and filled the houfe where the apoftles
were affembled. :
Ver. 3. There appeared urmto them cloven tongues] Befides
the great and indifpenfable ufe of the gift of tongues to
the firft preachers of the gofpel, the elegance and propriety
in the choice of this miracle to atteft the. real defcent of
that Spirit who was to teach us all things, can never be
admired ; for words being the human vehicle of
knowledge, this appearance was the fitteft precurfor of the
Spirit of truth. When the cloven tongues appeared upon
cach of the difciples, they were affembled together in a
private room fequeftcred and apart ; and it was not till the
thing was noifed abroad, and the multitude came together,
to inquire into the truth of it, that the apoftles jpoke with
tingues as the Spirit gave them utteransc. Now between
this vifible defcent of the Holy Spirit, and their {peaking
to the multitude, a confiderable time intervened ; {uflicient
to convince the apoftles, from the fteady duration of the
appearance, that it was not natural, but miraculous; and
this the original will exprefs, properly rendered by the
phrafe of SITTING upon each of them ; words fo inconhiftent
with a momentary appearance, that it would be trifling
with common fenfe to deduce fuch an interpretation from
oblique circumftances, and collateral reafoning. It may
not therefore be improper to confider the evangelical ac-
count of this vifible defcent with a little more exalinefss
In this place we fee the fiery tongues are faid to /i upon each
of them ; and other places of {cripture, which mention
the like defcent of the Holy Spirit in a vifible form, de-
feribe it in fuch terms as denote a very different appear-
ance from a fudden flafh of lightning. St. Matthew tells
us, that the Spirit of God defcended like & dove ; as birds,
when about to fettle upon any thing, firft hover upon it
with quivering wings: it then lighted upon Jefus. Sothe
fame Spirit is faid to defcend under the appearance of

cloven tongues, like as ¢f fire. la this defcent, the motion,
figure, and colour, are defcribed; and the term of
clrven tongues, which the facred hiftorian employs to de-
feribe the motion, proves it to be of fome continuance.
Let us obferve, that the thing feen, like as of fire, on the
heads of the apoftles, was no more an clementary fire,
than the thing feen Jike a dove ou the head of Jefus, was a
real dove; for, as only a dove-like motion is intimated in
the latter expreflion, fo only a flame-like motion is inti-
mated in the former. And what this was, the hiftoriar
tells us in effe€t ;—the appearance of cloven tongues. The
fuddeg flafh of lightning exhibits to the eye of the beholder
anly a line of light, angularly broken into feveral direions,
very different from the form of tongues, whether whole or
dividled. Whenever a flame aflumcs this appearance, it is
become ftationary, as this was, which the hiftorian fays
Jat upen each of them ; and then, its natural motion being
upwards, it reprefents, when divided length.wife, a pyra-
midical tongue-like figure cloven 5 a demonttration that the
appearance in queftion was not momentary, but of fome
continuance. ‘What in our Englith Bible is rendered fire,
Ifa. v. 24. i8, in the original, a tomgue of fire. Our old
Englith verfion has preferved the allufion, and rendered the
words /ike as the fire lighteth up the ffraw. Tongues of fire
properly fignify the points of flames, which move nimbly, and:
lick like tongues. The ancient Romans alluded to this
when they fpoke of lambent flames. Virgil’s fiCtion, con-
cerning the omen which happened to liilus, is very perti-
nent to the prefent purpofe:

-
Ecce levis fummo de vertice vifus Tili
. Fundere lumen apex, taltuque innoxia molli
Lambere flamma comas, ¢t circum tempora pafci.
Kn. ii. line 682, Sc,

Strange to relate, from young Tiilus’ head L&

A lambent flame arofe, which gently fpread

Around his brows, and on his temples fed. .
DrypEN,

This fire, or divine glory, refting upon the head of each of
the perfons there aflembled, was a lively emblem of one of
the molft remarkable gifts then conferred. That the tongucs
were feparated, might denote the multiplicity and variety of
languages which they fhould be able to fpeak; though as
all thefe proceeded from one and the fame Spirit, they
fhould all agree in their doftrines : and poflibly to denote
this unity of the Spirit, the fingular i¢, namely, this fiery
appearance, is ufed after the plural fongues.  As the glory
refted for fome time upon them, it might thadow out the
permanency of the gifts then beftowed; in which, as well
as in many other particulars, they excelled the Old Tefta-
ment prophets. 'Thus was John the Baptift’s prediction
fulfilled, that Chrift fhould baptize with the Holy Gholt
and with fire, Matth. iii. 11. And as the divifion of
tongues at Babe/ once introduced confufion, fo now there

' was
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13t Others mocking faid, Thefe men are
full of new wine. ,
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14 9 But * Peter, fanding up  with the -
eleven, “ lifted up his voice, and faid unto

b John, 18. 27. Ch. 1. 15. Ver.38. & 3. 12, & 4- 8.
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< 1f, §8. 1. Hofes, 8. 1.

was a remedy provided by the gift of tongues at Sion, to
bring the Gentiles out of darkncfs unto light, and to de-
ftroy the veil which had been fpread over all nations, Ifai.
XXV, 7. : .

v ez. 4. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghoft,]
That is, ¢ all the hundred and twenty.,” Seeon ver. 1.
This effufion of the Spirit, particularly demontftrated in the
gift of tongues, was intended not only as a fign of the
apoftles’ infpiration at this period, but likewife defigned
for the ule of the apoftelic miffion. Jefus himfelf ex-
prefsly tells us {0 ; for, on his leavingthe world, he comforts.
his difciples with this promife : But ye fball receive power:
after that the Holy Ghoft is come upon you ; and ye fhall be avit-
neffes unto mey—unto the uttermoff parts of the carth. This is
recorded, ch. i. 8. by the evangelic writer, as an introduc-
tion to his narrative of the miraculous gift of tongues,
which he confiders as the completion of this promife ; and-
that the power to be received was the power then given 5 the
ufe of which; as we fee, was to enable the difciples t6 be- .
come wrtne/les unto i, unto the uttermoff parts of the earth.
We find St. Paul had this power, not only in the fulleft
meafure, but in a proportionable duration ; for, endeavour-
ing to moderate the exceflive value which the Corinthians
fet upon fpiritual gifts, he obferves, that, with regard to
the moft fplendid of them, the gift of tongues, he himfelf
had the advantage of them all.—J thank my God,- {ays he,
that I [peak with tongues more than you all. The oceafion
fhews, that he confidered this his acquirement as a jpiritual
gift ; and his ufing the prefent time thews, that he {poke of
it as then in his pofleflion. - But why did he fpeak awith more
tongues than all of them ? For a good reafon: he was to be
the peculiar apoftle of the Gentiles, and was to preach the
~ gofpel among remote and barbarous nations; which very
circumflance rendered this endowment more neceflury to
hiim than the reft of the apoftles, whofe miniftry was cir-
gumicribed within more narrow bounds.

Ver. 5. There avere dwelling at Ferufulem Feas, &c.)
There avere [zjouining, &c. xatoxsvres. Devout or pisus men, is
a-title applicd not only to thole religious perfons who ob-
ferved the Jewifh law, but likewife to thofe Heathens who
had renounced idolatry, and lived a lifc of piety and holi-
nefs. From every nation under beaven can fignify no more
than' ¢ from all the feveral nations among whom the Jews

s« were difperfed.” The Jews were then fo numerous, as
to have fpread through every country; fo that, as Agrippa,
in Jofcphus, fays, ¢ there was not a people upon earth who
« had not Fews inhabiting among them.” Thefe men
wrere come up to Jerufaler, not only upon account of the
foflival then celebrating, but in expeétation of the Mefliah,
who waz to be manifefted abour that time according to the
concurring teftimony of the prophets. ‘

Ver. 6. Every man Feard them fpeak, &c.] Sorae com-
mentators of note, both anticnt and modern, have main-

tained that they fpoke only one language, that is, Hebrew, °

or Syro-Chaldaic; but that the people heard them every
one in their own language. 'L'his is really making the mi.

racle confiflt in- the bearing, and not in the fpeaking, and
feems fo groundlefs, that it does not need any laboured

If
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confutation. Our Saviour promifed, Mark, xvi. 14, that"

they fhould fpeak with new tongues, &c. And St. Luke
here plainly afferts, ver. 4. that they did fpeak with other
tongues, or in other languages. The fame thing is either
fuppofed or plainly aflerted by St. Paul, 1t Cor. xii. ro.

28. 30. and xiv. 2—39. The miftake feems to' have: .

arifen from this and the 8th verfe.
intend to fay, that any enc of the apoftles fpoke more
languages than one at a time, nor that they fpoke one
language, and the people heard one or many others ; but
his plain meaning is, that one of them {poke one language,
and another.another, and foon; and that different apottles.
addrefled themfelves to men of different nations at the
fame time; or that one apoftle addrefled himfelf to men of
diffcrent nations onc after another 5 by which means all

the foreizners heard their own native language fpoken
ditin@ly and intelligibly ; and not only the languages
fpoken, but the Chriftian dorine.alfo plainly delivered to
them in their own language. .
< Ver.7,8. Are not all thefe—Galileans? &c.] See on Matth.

xxvi. 73. and on John, i. 46. The word dizaérrig, ver. 8.

fignifics not only what we call a diale?, or different away

of fpeaking the fame language, but alfo an entirely diftinct

language ; and perhaps it may be ufed here to exprefs the

propriety and accuracy -wherewith thefe low and unedu-
cated Galileans fpoke thefe different languages. “The ori-

ginal in ver. 7. is very beautiful, and expreflive of the

aftonithment of the hearers,—Qux idov wavres, &ec.

Ver. 9. Elamites, and the dwellers in  Myfipotamia,?}
Bifthop Cumberland takes thefe to be the remainder of the
Jews, who had been carried captive into Affyria, firft by
Tiglath-Pilefer, and afterwards by Salmanefer, and placed
in the cities of the Medes,—2 Kings, xvii. 6. Sce alfo
Gen. x. 22. ‘

Ver. 10. Strangers of Rome, Fews and profelytes,] That
is, Jews and profelytes who were by birth or habitation Rs-
mans, but now fojournsd at Jerufalem. That there were
great multitudes of Jews who dwelt at Rome, is evident
not only from Jofephus, but from Dio, Suetonius, Tacitus,
and, I think we may fay, all the Roman authors of that
time, not excepting even the poets; and that there were
not a few in that great city profelyted to the Jewifh re-
ligion, futhciently appears from the Satires of Horace,
Juvenal, and Perfius.  The awonderful aworks of Ged, in the
next verfe, mean the feveral difpenfatiens of God to muan-
kind in the fucceflive ages of the world, and particularly
concerning the refurreftion of Chrift, and the Mc(lial's
kingdom. The original s expreflive,~—r2a @Evar e T8 ey 1
as if the difpenfation of God in Jefus, was the only grear
and magnificent work of God. °

Ver.v2. dnd aere indoubt,] < And they were all in a
¢ mixture of amazement and perplexity.”

FVer.13. 1hefe men are full of new wwine.] Thouzh there
was no muff or mew awine at Penteeoft, yet if thev pre-

ferved

But St. Luke did not
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them, Ye men of Judc;, and all ye that dwell
at Jerufalem, be this known unto”you, and
hearken to my words :

Caap, II,

15 For thefe are not drunken, as ye fup‘-v

pofe, fecing itis but the * third hour of the day.

16 But this is that which was {poken by
the prophet Joel ;

17 ¢ And it fhall come to pafs in the laft
days, faith God, I will pour out of my Spirit
upon all fleth: and your fons and your
daughters fhall prophefy, and your young men
thall fee vifions, and your old men thall dream
dreams :

18 And on my fervants and on my hand-
maidens | will pour out in thofe days of my
Spirit 3 and they fhall prophely:

19 ° And I will thew wonders in heaven

* Nin= oclock ‘forenoon.
21.9, 1c. & 11. 23, & 16.9.
& 1,5, 6. Zeph. 1. 1417,
s Luke, 7.16. & 24. 19—21.
26. 24, 53. Luke, 22. 22, 53.
1. 20. Mat. 20. 19. & 26. 45,47

1 Tim. 4.1, 2 Tim. 3. vemb,
f Joel, 2. 32. Rom. 10. 13.

Jobin, 3. 2. & .10, 26, 56. Heb.2. 4.

ACTS. 945§
above, and figns in the earth beneath ; blood,
and fire, and vapour of fmoke :

20 The fun fhall be turned into darknefs,
ar.d the moon into blood, before that great and’
notable day of the Lord come :

21 * And it fhall come to pafs, that whofo-
ever fhall call on the name of the Lord fhall
be faved.

22 Ye men of Ifrael, hcar thefe words;
¢ Jelus of Nazarcth, a man approved of God
among you by miracles and wonders and
figns, which God did by him in the midft of
you, as ye yourlelves allo know :

23 "Him, bcing dclivered by the deter-
minate counfel and foreknowledge of God,
ye have taken, and by wicked hands have
crucified and flain :

¢ I 44. 3—5. Joel, 2.28—32. Pf 72.6. Fzek. 11.19. & 36.27. Zech. 12. 10, John, 7,33. Ch. 10, 4c. &
2 Pet. 3. 3.

Ch. 9. 14, 15. & 13. 46~=48.
John, 10. 25, 38. & 14.1¢c, 11. & 15.22==24. Ch. 10.38.
John, 7. 30. & 8.20. & 13. 11. & 9. I11.

2 Cor. 12. 1. ¢ Joel, 2. 30, 31. Mat. 25, 20. Luke,21.25 Mal

Mat. 24. 14. & 26. 1. & 23. 19. £ Mat. 11 4,
» Mat.
1 Pete

Ch. 4. 27,28. & 3.13=15, 18. & §. 30. Rom. 4. 25. & 8. 32.

*

ferved the wine cool, it kept {weet a long time, and tafted
like mufl. So Plutarch; * Mufl, if a veflel be kept in a
% cool place, will continue faweet, y2evxd, for a long time.”
Such wines were remarkably intoxicating. See Ifai. xlix. 26.
Sweet wine, fuch as the prophet there fpeaks of, was ufed in
royal palaces for its gratefulnefs ; was capable of being kept
to a great age, and confequently was very inebriating. A
few generations ago, [weet wines were thofe moft elteemed in
England. Duel Sy

Ver. 14. Dae ofourn. . :

Ver. 145. Seeing]it i.r’/;ut the third hour of the day.] S.UCh
of the Jews as fhamefully imitated their Heathen neigh-
bours, and drank too largely at the feftival, did not ufe to
take fuch criminal libertics till after the facrifices were
oifered, and the oblations made ; but the morning facrifices
had not been now offered, to which, as fome think, St. Peter
might allude. Jofephus tells us, that, on the .fea& days, the
Jews feldom ate or drank till noon ; which, 1f.true, yvould
render the calumny here referred to the more incredible.

" Ver. 16. This is that which avas fpokeny &c.] Refpeling
this remarkable prophefy, we refer to the notes on Joel,
ji. 28, &c. juft obferving, that if this miraculous effufion
of the Holy Spirit had not been foretold, the argument for
the truth of Chriftianity from it, would have been fully
conclufive ; but as it was referred to in the Old Teftament,
it might difpofc the minds of the Jews fiill more to regard
it, as it was indeed the mor;er rema_rka‘rl])‘.c. T!xe reader will
omit to corpare the paffages in the margin. )
nOtVer. 19. V. apzu' o /’maie :]gA cloud of fincke. Doc?dndge;
who paraphrafes the paffage thus: ¢ Such defiructive wars
fhall arife, as a punifhment for the wickednefs of thofe
who reje& the mercy I offer, that there thall be blocd fhed
in abundance, and fire fcattered abroad to confume your

Vor L

cities and villages ; fo that a c/ond of fmoke fhall alcend from
the ruins of them. '

Ver. 21. Whofoever fhall call on the name of the Lord.]
See Ezek. ix. 4, 55, 6. This context being quoted t:us,
was a firong intimation that nothing but their acceptance
of the gofpel could fecure them from impending ruin.
Brennius has proved, by an ample colletion of texts, that
calling on the name of the Lord, is often put for the whole of
rcligion; and if it do not here direétly fignify invoking
Chrift, which is fometimes ufed to exprefs the whole of the
Chriltian chara&er, (Comp. Ch.ix. 14, 21. xxii. 16. Rom.
X. 12, 13. and 1 Cor. i. 2.) it muft imply, that it is ime
poflible for any who reject him, to pray in an acceptable
manner. How awful a reflection! See the note on
Joel, ii. 32. ' .

Ver. 22. A man approved of God among you] ¢ Recom-
¢ mended to you, amwodeieiymevoy 6§ vuag, ponted out to sou, as
the obj-¢t of your highett admiration.” Heylin reads it,
Whefe divine authority avas evidenced by God to you, in the
powerful effcéls and awonders, &c. i

Ver.23. Him, being delivered, &c.] The word %35y,
rendered being delivered, fignifics one given or furrendered
up into the hands of an enemy ; and St. Luke intimates by
it the free and gracious dsnatizn of God the Father, whereby
he delivered up his only begotten Son for the redemption
of mankind. By avicked hands the Romans are meant, who
were the immediate agents in the crucifixion of Chrift, yet
were ouly the inftruments of the Jewifh rage and cruelty
in what they did.  Heylin renders the verte rather more
clearly thus: Him (‘who awas given up by the detcrminate
counfel and forebnowledge of God) yom have taken and put to
death upsn the crofsy by the bands of wicked men.  Pyle would
rcad, Him, wka by the deferméinln(le counfel—of Gady was given,
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24 ' Whom God hath raifed up, having
loofed the pains of death: becaufe it was not
poffible that he fhould be holden of it.

25 For David- fpeaketh concerning him,
* 1 foreflaw the Lord always before my face,
for he is on my right hand, that I fhould not
be moved :

26 ' Therefore did my heart rejoice, and
my tongue was glad ; moreover alfo my fleth
fhall reft in hope:

27 Becaufe thou wilt not leave my foul in
hell, neither wilt thou fuffer » thine Holy One
to fee corruption.

28 * Thou haft made known to me the ways

of ‘life ; thou fhalt make me full of joy with
thy countenance. :
29 Men and brethren, * let me freely fpeak
‘unto you ° of the patriarch David, that he is
! Ver. 32. - Ch. 3. 35. & 4.10. & 10. 40. &
Eph. 1.20. 1z Pet. 5.31. 3 Thed. 1. 30.
1. 36 ® Pf. 160 33. & 17. 1. & 21. 4==6.
Pl 132.17. If. 9. 7. Luke,
13. 31. Ver.23. ~ T
§ 32. & 10. 39, 41.

® Or Imay.

THE ACTS.

13. 40, 34. & 17.31. Rom. 4. 24, 25. & 8. 11.
X BC 16 S—t1. & 109. 31, & 180 5

1. 32,33. John, 18. 36, 37. Rom. 1. 3,4. & 9. 5. x Tim. 1.17. Rev. 17. 14» & 19..26.
See ver. 24. 27. Ch. 3.715,26. Mat. xxviii. Mark, xvi. Luke, xxiv. John, xx. xxi.
¢ Mark, 16. 19. Luke, 34. 49. Jobn, 34. 36, 26. & 15.26. & 26. 7=13. Ch. 1.4, 8. & 10.45. & 5. 31. Phil. 2. g.
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both dead and buried, and his fepulchre is with
us unto this day. '
30 Therefore being a prophet, * and know-

ing that God had fworn with an oath to him, °

that of the fruit of his loins, according to the
fleth, he would raife up Chrift to fit on his
throne ; ’

31 *He fecing this’ before fpake of the
refurre@ion of Chrift, that his foul was not
left in hell, neither his fleth did fee corrup-
tion. o

32 " This Jefus hath God raifed up, whereof
* we all are witnefles.

33 Therefore * being by the right hand of
God exalted, and having received of the Father
the promife of the Holy Ghoft, he hath fhed
forth this, which ye now fee and hear.

34 For David is not afcended into the
1 Cor. 6. 14.:“;.55'135;. Heb. 12.5:' ; :or tulk‘e,

P 2 Sam. 7. 12. 1 Chron. 22. 10,

1 Pf. 16. 10. Ch.
* Seech.1.8,323. & 3.15. &

! Pf.16. 9, 10.

° Ch. 13. 36. 1 Kings, 8. 20.

[to you as a Saviour], ye bave taken, and crucified. See ch.
. 27, 28.

VZr. 24+ Whom God hath raifed up, &c.] * But be it known

% unto you, that God hath abundantly vindicated the ho-

- ¢ nour of this his dear Son, whom you have thus infa-
¢ moufly abufed, and hath borne a moft glorious teftimony
& to his innocence, truth, and dignity; for it is he whom
% God hath raifed up from the dead, by a miraculous ef-
& fort of his divine power, having loofed the bonds in
& which he lay, when the pains of death had done their
% work upon him as indeed it was impoffible that he
@ fhould finally be held under the power of it.”

Ver. 25. For David fpeaketh concerning bim, &c.] It is
plain that the phrafe s avrov here fignifies of or concerning
bim: the particle has the fame import, Eph. v.-32.
Elfner upon this place, and Gataker upon the title of Marcus
Antoninus’s book, which is as eavrov, concerning himfelf,
have produced many places from fome of the Greek au-
thors, where the prepofition & is underftood in the fame
fenfe. Mr. Jeffery, in his True Grounds, p. 121. obferves
from this text, and lays great ftrefs upon it every where,
¢ That the apoftle does not make David to fpeak thefe
¢ things firft of himfelf, and then of the Meffiah only in a
# fecandary fenfe, but quotes them as referring to Chrift
& alone.” The paffages here quoted in the words of the
LXX. are fomething different from the Hebrew, but the
fenfe is much the fame; for which we refer to the notes
on Pf. xvi.

Ver. 2a. His fepulchre is awith us unto this day, &c.]
The fepulchres of the Jews, in general, were without
the city ; but the fepulchre of David and his fons was
within the city. St. Jerome mentions the remains of Da-

-

vid's fepulchre as extant in his time ; and it is fhewn to
travgllers even to this day. See Maundrell’s Journey,
P. 7 . |

Ver. 30. According to the flef/b, &c.] This is exprefled in
the original in fuch a manner, as feems to refer thefe words
not to the loins of David, but to Chrift ; and fo may be an
intimation that it was only in refpe& to his human nature,
that the Mefliah thould defcend from David ; while there
was ftill a higher nature, in which he was fuperior to him,
and was indeed to be regarded as the Son of God. See
Romans, i. 3, 4.

Ver.33. He hath fbed forth this, which ye now fee and
kear.] It is faid, John, vii. 39. that the Holy Ghoff was not
yet giveny becaufe Fefus was not yet glorified. See the note on
that verfe. The Spirit, in his extraordinary and fuper-
abundant influences, was referved as the great donative
after Chrift’s triumph over principalities and powers.
‘When he was afcended up on high, he fent down the
greateft gift that ever was beftowed upon mankind, except
himfelf. By this Chrift difcovered the greatnefs of his
purchafe, the height of his glory, the exercife of his power,
the certainty of his refurre&ion and afcenfion, and the care
he took of his church: for in what could he illuftrate his
chara&ter more, than by letting them fee that he made good
his laft promife, of fending them another Comforter, who
fhould be with them in all their undertakings, to direc
them in their doubts, and to plead their caufe againft all
oppofition? What ftill enhanced this gift was, that jt
was not to continue with them only for a fhort time, but
to abide with them and all his faithful faints for ever. It was
to remain with them as a pledge of his love, asa tefti-
mony of his truth, as an earneft of his favour now, and of
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heavens: but he faith himfelf, *The Lord
faid unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right
hand, '

35 Until I make thy foes thy footftool.

36 Therefore let all the houfe of Ifrael
*know afluredly, that » God hath made that
fame Jefus, whom ye have crucified, both
Lord and Chrift. .

37 9 Now when they heard this, * they
were pricked in their heart, and faid unto Pe-
ter, and to the reft of the apoftles, Men and
brethren, what fhall we do?

38 Then Peter faid unto them, * Repent,

" Pf. 1710.7. & 8.1. Mar. 23. 44. Heb. 1. 3,13. 1Cor. 75.35. Rer. 3. 21, Eph. 1. 120,
® Zech. 12. 10. Luke. 3. 10.

Phil. 2 g—11. Cb. 5. 31. & 10. 36.
7.9 * Mat. 3.6,8. Mark, 1. 4, 15. Ch. 3. 19. & 23. 16.
(h 8. t5===17. & 10. 44y 45- & 19. 6.

1.10—23.

Luke, 21. 36.

1 John, 5. 7. Titus, 3. s.
" ©Gal. 3.16. Rom.y.8. Gen.17.7. Joel,2.28. Jer.31.34. Zech 13. 1.
& 10. 34> 44 X 11.1,18. & 13.31,q6—48. xiv—xix. & 23.21. & #8.28. Eph. 3. 3—8. & 2.13.

¢ PL1ro. 3. Mat.1g. 23. Ch. 1.15. & 4.4 & 5. 14. Pl 73.16,17. Mat 16.18,

ACTS. 047
and be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jefus Chrift for the remiffion of fins, and
* ye thall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoft.

39 For “the promife is unto you and to.
your children, and to all that are afar off, even
as many as the Lord our God fhall call,

40 And with many other words did he
* teftify and exhort, faying, Save yourfelves
from this untoward generation. '

41 9 © Then they that gladly received his
word were baptized : and the fame day there
;vexe added unto them about three thoufayd
ouls.

* John, 17. 3. X 6. 69. Y Mat. 28. 18. Eph.
Jer. 6. 16. Ch.g.6. & 16. 30. John, 16. ?—yl.. R:m.
IC 1. 13. & 6. 7. Luke, 24. 47éh ® Ver. 16—8,

. 3. 26, 26. & 9. 5¢.
¢ Ch. 20, 21. 2 Cor. 6. lz.s' Mar. a:. u‘.

the future inheritance of all the faithful in heaven. Sce
Eph. iv. 8, &c.

Ver. 34. For David is nit afcended) It was a truth well
known and eftablithed among the Jews, that many of the
Plalms and other prophetic writings were fgﬁkcn in the
perfon of the Mefhah ; and accordingly St. Peter autho-
rifes our applying to Chrift what had been fpoken by Da-
vid, by fhewing, that as it was not compatible with David’s
chara&er or circumftances, it muft relate to the Mefliah.

Ver. 35. Until I make thy foes thy footfll.] This text is
quoted on the prefent occalion with the happieft addrefs,
as fuggefting to the Jews, in the words of David, their great

hetic monarch, how certain their own ruin muft be,
if they went on to oppofe Chrift. Elfner on the place has
a fine colle&ion of antient paflages, referring to the cuftom
of trampling upon the vanquithed, dead or alive. See the
note on Pf. cx. 1. ) .

Ver. 37. They were pricked in their heart,] ¢ Their hearts
« were pierced with compungtion,” Karaiyroar.

Ver. 38. Repent, and be baptized] They are not only
called on here to repent, but a fubmiflion alfo to the ordf-
nance of bapti/m is required of them; for I:'hough on their
repenting and believing, they were, according to the tenor
of the gofpel covenant, entitled to the temxﬁiox_: of thefr
fins; yet as Chrift had, for wife re?fons, appomted‘ t.hls
folemn rite, as a token of their taking up the Chriftian
profeffion in a public manner, there c0|-11d have been no
fufficient evidence of the truth of their repentance an.d
faith, if this precept of Chrift had not been obeyed. Vi-
tringa has taken a great deal of pains to ﬂw?v, tbat_the
phrafe here tranflated in the name of Fefus Chrifi, fignifies
not only « being numbered among thofe who are called by
¢« his name,” but ¢ profefling to devote themfelves to the
« glory of it.” The miraculous gifts of the Holy Gholt
were various, as appears from the firft epiftie to thc Co-
rinthians ; and were varioufly difpenfed. If all the per-
fons whom the apoftic addrefles, received thir gift of the FHoly
Gboft, to one might be imparted the gift of prophefy, to an-

other wifdom, to another the gower of working mivacles
thofe who were intendcd for the propagation of the gof]
being endued with the extraordinary gifts ; and thofe whe
were not feparated to that office recciving only the ordinary
ones; but all of them poffeffing fuch as were fufficient to
manifeft their faith, to enable them, if fzithful, to per-
fevere in it, to illuftrate the gofpel difpenfation, and to fet
it in a confpicuous light. .

Ver. 39. For the promife is unto you, 8&c.} Confiderin
that the gift of the Holy Ghoft had been mentioned ju&.
before, it feems moft natural to interpret this as a refey"
ence to the paffage in Jocl above recited, where God pro-
mifcs the effufion of the Spirit on their fons and their doughe
ters : but if the promife be interpreted as referring to a
remoter claufe, the forgivene(s of their fins, this whole verfe
muft be taken in a greater latitude, as having refpe& te
the encouragement which all future converts and their
children had, to expect the bencfits of the gofpel. 'This
paffage makes much in favour of infant biptifm, as man
writers on the fubjet have largely thewn. Since St. Peter -
as yet knew nothing of the intended calling of the Gentiles,
he could only mean by the words, t a/l afar of, that the
gofpel fhould be preached to all the difperfed of Ifrael, in
diftant nations ; but the Spirit of God might have a further
view. ¢ The words (fays Dr. Heylin) refer to time as
¢ well as place ; the promifes aifo to us and to our children :
¢« words which imply a benefit, include the accepting of
“ it: in this fenfe the word call is ufed in this verfe, and
¢ in 1 Cor. i. 24. that is, they who obey the call.”

Ver. 40. Save yourfelves, &c.] That is, ¢ See that you
 lay thefe things to heart; receiving them with fuch re-
¢ gard, as the importance of the cafe requires. Renounce
« that obftinateunbelief, in which you join with thefc
¢« who crucified Chrift, and be ye faved (£u3n7e) from that
« ruin which will quickly come upan this perverfe and de-
¢ praved generation.” - See on ver. 47.

Ver. 4x. There were added unts them about three thoufand
Jouls.] 'The phr.fe Meosiridnoav, rendered there were ad-

’ 6Ka ded,
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42 ' And they continued fteadfafily in the
apoftles’ do&rine and fellowfhip, and in break-
ing of bread, and in prayers.

43 ® And fear came upon every foul: and
* many wonders and figns were done by the
apoftles.

" fCh.r 14 & 4.2 & 5. 72 & 6. 4. & 120. 7. Ver.46. Rom. y2. 12, Eph. 6. 1R, Col. 4. 2. Heb. 10. 25. Jude, 19.
fee e ; * R Jubn, 14.32. Ch.3.6. & 4. 30. & 5. 12,15 & 8.7, 13. & 9.34,40. & 13. :1. & 14. 10, & 16. 13,

.§. §y 11.  Luke, 7.16. Mlirk, 7. 37.
& 19. 11,12, & 28.8. Murk, 16, 17. 2,
Mat, 19. 21. & 6.19,20. Luke, 12.33. & 16.9. 1 Tim. 6. 19.

¢

THE ACTS.

Pkl 2.2, 4. Chog.32. & 5. 4. Phil. 5.0, 7.
! Luke, 24. §3.

Cuavp. 11,

44 ' And all that believed were together,
and had all things common ;

45 * And fold their pofleflions and goods,
and parted them to all men, as every man had
need. ‘

46 ' And they, continuing daily with one

& Efth. 8.17. Ch,

Ver. 43. k' Ch. 4. 34,37- & 5. 1,2, Uf. 8.7,
Ch. 1,14 & 3.1. & 6. 4. & 5. 42. & 20.7.

ded, emphatically fignifies, 70 pafs over to a body of men ;”
and implies that thefe perfons renounced their former re-
ligious profeflion, and embraced that of the apoltles. Some
render ity 1here came overy ox acceded. Elfner, in his note on
this place, has fhewn, that fou/s often fignifies perfons in the
Greek and Latin claflics. It is commonly faid, that thg
three thoufand mentioned in the text, were converted by one
Jfermon.  But, it is probable, that, while St. Peter was
preaching in the Syriac language, the other apoltles were
preaching at fome fmall diftance, much to the {ame pur-
pole, in other languages ; and it is not to be imagined that
none of them but St. Peter fhould be bicffed on that day,
as the means of converting fouls; not to infift upon it,
that he himf{elf might deliver feveral difcourfes this day to
different audiences, when the concourfe of people was fo
great, and their languages fo various. The late fufferings
of our Lord, the prefent miracle of languages, and the
authority of the fpeakers, greatly contributed to this nu-
merous converfion: but all would have been utterly un-
available without the efficacy of the Holy Spirit. This
numerous converfion not only confirmed the truth of the
apoftles, in laying claim to the ‘infpiration of the Holy
Ghoft, but likewife ferved as a proof to them of the re-
ality of it, and as an encouragement to undertake that
office, for which it qualified them. With thele credentials
from Heaven, even a poor fithermansof Galilee might ap-
pear with dignity before the high-prieft and fanhedrim
of the Jews; aflerting boldly, that God rad made that fefus,
awbhaom they bad crucified, both Lord and Chrift, .:fnd {nakmg
good this aflertion by proving that he was rifen from the
dead,—ftrange and fupernatural as it might feem,—not
only by his own teftimony, and that of his brethren, the
apofties and difciples of Jefus, by whom he was feen forty
days after his pailion; but by innumerable inftances of a
power in like manner fuperior to nature, derived upon
them from him, and exercifed by them in his name.
From the fcriptures alfo might the fame ignorant Galilean
thow, againit the traditions of the elders, and learning of
the fcribes, and the prejudices of the whole Jewith na-
tion, that the humble fuffering Jefus, was the mnght.y;
triumphant Mefliah, fpoken of by the prophets; fince if,
with a refzrence to the interpretation of thofe prophefies,
any doubt could have arifen among the people, to whofe
expofitions they fhould fubmit,—to thofe of the fcribes and
elders, or thole of the, apoftles,—the latter had to prodt.xc.e,
~in fupport of their authority, the atteftation of the Spirit,
by whom thofe prophets were infpired, now fpeaking
through their mouths in all the Janguages of the earth,

And, with regard to that other point, of iAfinitely harder
digeftion to the Jews, namely, the calling of thg uncircum-
cifed Gentiles to an equal participation of the kingdom of
God, and confequently the abolithing of circumcifion, and
the whole ceremonial Jaw ; —the apoftles were furnithed
with an argument to which all the rabbies were not able
to reply, by the Holy Ghoft beftowing upon the Gentile
converts to Chriftianity, the fame heavenly gifts as he had
conferred at the beginning upon the believing Jews.

Ver. 42. And they continued fleadfaflly, &c.] This may
intimate, on the one hand, that many cfforts were made
to fhake their refolution; and, on the other, that, upon
fuller inquiry, they found all things as the apoftles had re-
prelented.  Breaking of bread, is a phrafe which in the New
‘Teftament fignifies, both eating common meals and cele-
brating the Lord’s fupper. It {eems that the Lord’s fupper
was here intended ; becaufe it is joined with prager. They
conftantly attended upon the teaching of the apoftles, in
ftri® communion, and the exercife of the moft affetionate
friendfhip towards each other; uniting in the duties of
piety, in receiving the Lord’s fupper, as well as offering
up their united prayers and fupplications unto God. - Dr.
Heylin reads after the Vulgate, In the communion of break=
ing bread. - ‘

Ver. 43. And fear came upon every foul:] A reverential
Jeary mixed with admiration and refpect. Dr. Heylin reads
the verfe, And the minds of all men were firuck with awwve, at
the many winders and miracles which were wrought by the
apofiles.

Ver. 44y 45. And had all things common ;] Peculiar rea-
fons made this community of goods eligible at that time
efpecially as many fojourners, who had come from other
parts, would juftly be defirous to continue at Jerufalem
much longer than they intended when they came up to the
feaft, in order that they might gain a thorough knowledge
of the gofpel. But the New Teftament abounds with pai-
fages, which plainly fhow, that this was never intended
for a general prallice: the Gentiles did not fall into it
when the gofpel came to them ; and none of St. Paul’s
epiftles contain intimations or diretions for fuch a prac-
tice. The Jewifh converts acted thus at this time and
place, though not by command, yet doubtlefls with the ap-
probation of the apoftles. But none can reafonably imagiie
that the number of Chriftian converts, even then at Jeru-
falem, is-to be accounted for by a defire to fhare in thefe
divided goods ; for it is evident, that as the portion each
could have, would be very fmall, fo the hardfhips to be
endured for a Chriftian profcflion would foon counter-
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dcod in the temple, and breaking bread
from houfe to houfe, did eat their meat with
8ladnefy and finglenefs of heart,

. . .
Ot ot fome, ™ Luke,2. §2. Ch. 14. 33. Rom. 14. 8,

ACTS. 049

47 ™ Praifing God, and having favour with
all the people. " And the Lord added to the
church daily fuch as thould be faved.

® Ch. 5.14. & 11.34. & 13.48. Rom.8.30. If 43.6. & 49. 32. & 56. 3.

b .
mﬁigﬁf fuch advantages3 and accordingly we find the
tous cirs at Jerufalem were foon reduced to fuch necefi-
their Cumf{tances, as to need relict by the contributions of
t0 arg, “htile brethren. Candour would rather lead men
p,.cv‘_“.“e the inconteftable evidence of the gofpel, from its
o relie:’g on the profeflors of it to part with their eftates
f2ith, h:dperfons,. who, except in the community of their
nces v Mo particular clim to their regard.  1f fuch in-
proPo"iO:fc numerous, this argument is ftrengthened in
PTOportion. ) and if they be fuppofed few, the objellion is
Cereg,; bly wwreakened: however, the prefent”is moft,
Defs, 2 noble and eminent inftance of that difinterefted-
d“ﬁgned t‘dc'"a’, and benevolence, which the gofpel was
deed e Oproduace in the minds of men; and this is in-
Cultivapeq tue € tariftian fpirit, which is carcfully to be

thus, in o) fuch g profefs themfelves the difciples of
Cblig, to Cry = ge and nation; though they are not
Prayep ¢ " XTIt I & ip the fame kind or degree. Sce Chrift’s
‘";_21. ¢ Uxa X vy of his difciples, John, xvii. particularly
o A
None 0}‘:}?;. C]hZ Y > «ontinuing daily with one accord] Hitherto
by quc“&dn = an converts negleéted the Jewith worfhip,
hourg of p < courts of the temple daily, at the ufual

- T2 o pit Gel
c"cllmftanccie; == and devotion. But it is evident from the

‘o Unicage the times, that thefe converts could not
then could the ™= <ceive the eucharifl in the temple: where
3 the egprp Y ™ =<=ceive it, but in thcir own houles?  And

c(;r; ~2<rom houfe to houfe feems to be peculiar, this
X ™= ot be accounted for, but upon fuppofition
= words relate to the eucharift, becaule if
> a comnion meal, the peculiarity is loft, and
ceflary, Dy, x_ —m houfe to boufe is fuperfluous and unne-
weufly conffnt ; . ylin renders the verfe thus, being urani-
¢ templey and - zheir daily attendance upon public avoiflip in
nurifbment wip > = the breaking of bread at hene, they veccived
“ing of brad ~ o __joy and fimplicity of Feart. < By the break-
“ eucharit; 2..( Rays he) is meant the celebration of the
¢ being fpoke d this, with their worfhip in the temple,
“ conclude th—~ of as the occalions of their nourifbinent, we
“ 12,141 Qn t nourifbment to be fpiritual : as Hcb. v.
Ver. 47 4}?13 i, 2, &c.”
Some would tye = < having favour with all the pecple, &c..]
tewards al1h o ™ wflate the original, exercifing Ot fhewing clarity
and which fees &oeople ; which the Greck will certainly bear,
of the fouth s to be favoured by the 33d and 34th verfes
for as the ge apter, as well as by the rcafon of the thing ;
o . and by < Tality of the Jews were profefled enemics to
Chr i =__ lifciples, it i fy to fee how they could
beth iz ifciples, it is not cafy to fee how they cou

have Teey o7 <avour with ALL the pesple. The Syriac verfion
rea&;gm, ‘§ =<ve alms before all the pecple.  The words 7z
o’ut_&‘a el {\u;‘ ered fuch as fhould be faved, fignify properly
the [ 10 faly, ¥ a5 were now faved, or entered in the fure
2y oifig. 2tion. Sce ver. qo. where St. Peter advifed
“the™ ey 4 ye faved from this untoward generation. A

N ed
zefor® h:'q"’sot is called, by Sophocles, owlouen, one that

was faved. Priczeus quotes the table of Ccbes, as ufing
the words oi o6/ lwueioi, for the reformed.  The abandoned,
or incorrigibly wicked, are called the loft, amorrzusor,
2 Cor. iv. 3. T'he refurmed or regenerated are here called the
Javedy culousvor.  "L'hefc two forts of perfons are fet in op-
pofition to each other, 1 Cor. i. 18. 2 Cor. 1i. 15. Thofe
who are fawed or recovered from fin to holinefs, from Satan
to God, will, if faithful, be alfo admitted to eternal fal-
vation ; but the word cwlouesss feems here to denote their
being faved from fin to the enjoyment of the favour of
God through Chrift, and to a life of holinefs. As Chrift
was facriticed at the time of the Jewith pafver, fo we have
obferved on the former part of this chapter, that the new
law of grace was given from mount Sicn, at the fame time
as when the law of Mofes was given from mount Sinaj,—-
at the feaft of Pentccoft, when the apoftles having re-
ceived the firft-fruits of the Spirit, gathered in three thou--
fand fouls, whom they prefented unto God and the Lamb,,
hallowed or anointed with the un&tion of the Spirit, asa.
kind of firft-fruits of the new creation. Nor did they want-
that inmocent feftivity and joy ufual at the great feftival
of the Pentecolt; for the rich among them fold their
pofluflions and their goods, and raifed a plentiful fund for-
the common benefit of the poorer Chriftians, while they
kept together at Jerufalem; and they with harmony and
unanimity not only frequented the temple worfhip every»
day, but feafted alfo together in the true [pirit of tempe-
rance in their upper rooms, with gladnsfs and fincerity of
heart, praifing God in the moft joyous and affe€lionate
manner, and thewing the utmoft charity towards all. And
then they proceeded to gather in and to complete their greae:
harveft at Jerufalem. ‘Thus were many of the figures and
prophefics ahich went before concerning hinm, remarkablys
fulfilled in Chrift, and the Chriitian dilpen{ation.

Inferences drawn froin the evargelical account of the dofeent:
of the Holy Ghefl.—Dy this miraculous effufion of the tloly
Spirit upon the apoftles, they were qualified for the con-
verfion of mankind ; the Chriftian church was eftablithed ;
and all thofe graces and excellencies which have made the:
names of thofe immediate difciples of our Lord {o precious -
in the Chriftian world, were at this time poured forth.
upon them. To this it is that we owe the fanctity of their
lives, the purity of their doctrine, the power of their mi-
racles, and all the glorious acts of their martyrdom.

All the other myfteries of the gofpel prepare the way-
for this, when confidered in the wumcft extent of its efh-
cacy to the confummation of all things: it is the great:
end of the incarnation, the grand fruit of the death of-
Chrift, and the full accomplifhment of all his defigns.. He-
had indeed already in fome degree formed the body of his
new vifible church, while lic was here on earth, converfing:
with and inftructing his difciples ; but by this laft a&, the
defcent of the Holy Ghoft, he infufed a foul into that his.
myftical body; he endowed. it with a vigoraus principle
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Peter, preaching to the people that came to fee a lame man re-
Slored to his feet, profeffeth the cure not 1o have been wreught
by his or Jobi's own power or bolinefs, but by Gody the Fa-
thery and bis fon Jefusy and through faith in .bt.r name ;
withal faithfully reprebending them for crucifying Fefus :
avhich, becaufe they did it through ignarqﬂce, bhe exl:vartetb
them by repentance and faith to feck remiffion of their fins,
and falvation in the fame Fefus.

[Anno Domini 33.]
OW * Peter and John went up together

- into the temple at the hour of prayer,
being ® the ninth bour.

* Luke, 24. §3- Ch. 5. 2, 25. b Three o*clock afterroon.

£ Mat. 10. 9. 8 Pet. 4. 10, 11. Mat. 7. 22, Mark, 16. 17. Ch. 4. 7, 10.

THE ACTS.

Pl 55. 17.

Cuap. III.

2 And a certain man °lame from his

|

-

”
w

mother’s womb was carried, whom they laid -
daily at the gate of the temple which is called

Beautiful, to ¢ afk alms of them .that entered
into the temple; .

3 Who {ecing Peter and John about to go
into the temple afked an alms.

4 And ° Peter, faftening his eyes upon him |

with John, faid, Look on us.

5 And he gave heed unto them, expe@ing |

to receive fomething of them.

6 Then Peter faid, ‘Silver and gold have I

¢ Ch. 4. 22. & 14. 8. ¢ John, 9.8. Ver. i0.

of life and a&tion, a heart that might always correfpond and
fympathize' with him, its head. See 1 Cor. xii. 12, 13.
For the fame Holy Spirit then defcended upon all the living
members of Chrift, according to his gracious promife in
the laft, words of St. Matthew’s gofpel,—almoft the laft
words which he fpoke upon earth: Lo, I am with you al-
way, even unto the end of the world. )
his promife, I fay, is fulfilled in the miffion of the
Holy Ghoft. Chrift is now peculiarly prefent in his church
by Zis Spirit, which as it formerly defcended upon the
apoftles, fo it ever fhall defcend upon all his true difciples
unto the end of the world. The facred Fountain ftill ftands
open, and nothing is retrenched from the bounteous efflux
of divine grace, but only the outward prodigies which at-
tended it at the beginning of its courfe. Now indeed it
flows on in general, as fome peaceful river, tlgrough opc.ned
channels, with a filent ftream, and marking its way chiefly
by the riches it fpreads in the parts it paffeth through : but
the feafon here cclebrated was the time of its grand erup-
tion, if I may fo fpeak, when it rapid:{ iffued forth from
the divine fource to replenifh the apoftles, who were the
conduits prepared to receive and convey it forward to the
lateft generations. At that time, as was ufual upon fuch
extraordinary occafions, it manifefted itfglf even outwardly
by fenfible reprefentations expreflive of its energy, and the
effe@s it produces in the {pirits of men. )
Thefe fenfible reprefentations appeared in the two aQive
elements, air and fire, which kindle and keep up the life of
nature. For when the apoftles were aflembled on tke day
of Pentecofly thatis to fay, the day whereon the law was
given to the Fews, a double prodigy appeared; a found
avas keard from beaven, as of an impetuous wind filling the
Foufe; and feveral diftint flames aere feen, one of which re-
fided over cach of the apoftles. Now thele are two pro-
per emblems or fymbolical reprefentations; and in order
to judge of their fignificancy, we are to obferve, that there
is fuch an analogy and intimate conne&ion between the
material and the fpiritual worlds, that-not only the names
of things vifible ferve to denote things invifible, and are the
only names we have for them, which Flainly argues a no-
torious analogy upon which fuch ufe of the names is
" grounded ; but alfo fome extraordinary tranfactions in the

higher order pafs on and imprefs themfelves upon the
lower, fo as to affet outward nature in a Gmilar manner ;
fuch, I mean; as fomehow anfwer to what is then accom-
plifhed in the fupernatural ftate. Thus, for inftance, a few
weeks before this defcent of the Holy Ghoft, while our
Lord was hanging on the crofs, the fun was eclipfed ; and,
when he expired, outward nature was convulfed with an
earthquake, And the fympathized again, yet to a different
purpofe, in a fecond earthquake at his refurre@tion. And.
now, when his Spirit with the plenitude of divine power
was defcending upon his apoftles, a found from heaven was
heard as of an impetuous wind, and diftin® flames were
feen over the heads of the apoltles. .

It will be proper here, as far as our fcanty knowledge
will permit, to trace out the analogy whereon thefe two
fymbols are grounded.

Concerning the firft, it has been obferved, that among
thofe parts of the material world which are invifible, and
whofe exiftence we difcover only by their effeQs, there is
fcarcely any thing more fubtle, more active, and of greater
efficacy than- wind, that is to fay, air in motion, or /piri,
according to the primary fenfe of the word. Hence, in
the common ufe of molt languages, the name of wind, or
fpirit, ferves to exprefs thofe things, which, being not dif-
cernible to us by reafon of the fubtilty or finenefs of their
fubftance, are yet conceived to be moved with great agiliry,
and endowed with great force. So naturalifts, when they
fpeak of that which is moft abftrufe, moft agile, and moit
operative, in any liquor or other body, call it pirit. And
for the fame reafon, our fouls are called fpirits for the fub-
tilty of their nature, and thofe vital powers wherewith they
a&uate our bodies,

In regard to our tapacity and manner of conceiving
things, the holy Scriptures have ufed this term Spiriz to
cx};refs even the adorable and incomprehenfible Deity, Gig-
nifying his moft imple nature, and moft powerful energy
—his moft fimple nature, I fay, which cannot poflibly be
the obje&t of any of our fenfes; and his moit powerful
energy, which pervades and actuates all things,

This name Spirit, as it is common to the whole God-
head, fo it is peculiarly applied to the third perfon of the
ever-blefled Trinity, ftyled by way of eminence tbe Hboly
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Cap, 11, THE

Zone; fut fuch as I have give I thee: In the

fame of Jefus Chrift of Nazareth rife up
and ™

7 And he took him by the right hand, and
lifted bim up : and * immediately his feet and
ancle bones received ftrength.

¢ Mat. 8. 3,13, 15. &9.23. &12. 13. &15. 28,

:‘:'.7’*' and the fpiritual operations of God towards men,
" an efpecial manngr afcribed to him.
of 2 7." 11 a]] Janguages commonly known, the operation
it, is o PCTior mind upon an inferior to raife and invigorate
!,,: “;,:Pf_cﬂ&d by the metaphor of infpiration, that is to fay,
ufe of g i7fo ; and the general confent of mankind in the
Ang this metaphor, demonftrates its fitnefs and propriety.
Wc":‘"‘.fou when the infinite mind vouchfafed to com-
of hig ct[: itfelf wwith fuch plenitude and force to the minds
thig foun d"fen ferwants affembled on the day of Pentecoft,
Tent of fom heaven of a mighty rufhing wind, or tor-
defeeny . Dyflerious air, was a proper fymbol to indicate its
Mene o'f}: the other miraculous appearance by the ele-
es

P’?;!uc /7% was  proper to reprefent the ¢ffei?s which it
2 en/;

of ﬁre‘ %m’
the ligbt
37, the
&rdoyy
the

to g urify, and to warm, are the properties
°f°' if e 't/r:vansfcr thefe to the fpiritual world,
the fo»untis truth, the purity of the foul is boli-
ta‘;_’innth <> heat of the foul is an alltive, vigorous
pm“rmou Ta® the obftacles, and zealoufly profecute
andpo fed_ The Holy Ghoft produces thefe three
Spirit of , ;ccol‘d'mgly the Scriptures defcribe him as a
trath, e et O% _Aulinefs, and of power. As a Spirit

0,
them all ,ghte = as the minds of the faithful, and Iead{

%1, by an ; 17> %5 for them to know: as 4 Spirit of holi=
them, and manktln‘a-:e union with their hearts, he reforms
them Vigour tes em holy: as a Spirit of power, he gives
s, and fllc;l W w=fift temptation, ftrength to bear their
vill confider e g—— = Woility to work out their falvation. We
P";tely. €= three properties of the Holy Ghoft fe-
i M:'h:,lfhf o Spirit of truth; and fo our Lord ftyled
#many thing ¢ ~wrctold his defcent upon the apoltles. I

i, gbmgbetQ Jay unto you, but ye cannot bear them now :

yu into all trth_ the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide

Men may teach usdivers truth; ;hbust to
i . “®he diftinguithing prerogative of the Spi-
ir:;;:n?::e, \3}1;1\% Ye are trugths, and thofe too of the utmoft
which the w2, | <} Sk and blood cannot reveal — truths
themfelves oul cannot receive ; which even the apotitles
fully praéifs % not bear, much lefs relith, approve, and
7 Pm‘ bear <=fore they had received the Holy Ghoft.
Te can ey (n.2=> em now, faid Chrift, in the paffage laft
quoted 5 ntiony <k corrupt nature, and our paffions recoil
3t the m‘f; on them. For befides the myfteries of our
hoty re ﬁq’, 2, deep things of God, which cannot be
duly apP wfid e~ but by minds enlightened by the Spirit
of Godg W o <= thefe, I fay, there are many moral truths,
'bacoomme;} T a0t be fully and effctually perfuaded, but
by the *%; “RAte operation of the Iloly Ghoft: fuch are
thofe @ the gitming of our Lord’s fermon on the mount,
«“ Tha‘a“ Paar in fpirit, the meek, thofe that mourn
bmt‘;qrfecuted, are bleffed above other men : that
< pull out our eyes, and cut off our hands,

ﬁ‘het in the commiflion of fin : that our enc-

teach all truth g

¢ mics muft be loved, and that the moft provoking injury
¢ ought not only to be forgiven, but requited with bene-
¢ volence.” Thefe, and others that might be named, are
certain and faving truths ; but no mortal man can convince
us of them; I mean with a full, lafting, operative convic-
tion, fuch as fhall determine our prattical judgment, and
become the habitual rule of our condu&. All demonftra-
tion of reafon, and arts of perfuafion, are vain to this end 3
and it is in vain that we ourfelves endeavour to reafon
ourfelves into thefe truths. The Holy Ghoft only can
work this convition in our minds ; and we muft feek this
convittion from him by prayer, and by opening our minds
to his operations, or we fhall perifh in our errors. The
fame power only that made our minds, can reform them.
That Holy Spirit of God, which at the firft creation
brooded over the rude chaos, and produced this orderly
world out of darknefs and confufion, muft alfo prefide in
our minds to make the new creation of holinefs, to bring
forth light out of our darknefs, truth out of our errors.
St. Paul alludes to this, where he fays, God, who com-
manded the light to fbine out of darkmefs, hath fbined in our
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Z«:ﬁu Chrifi.

Such are the advantages of the defcent of the divine
Spirit; fuch arc the privileges to which we are admitted,
if we do not love darknefs more than light, becaufe our deeds
are evil, and we refolve to continue in them. God’s .
fchool now ftands open to all, his Spirit condefcends to
be our mafter, our teacher, and will infallibly lead us
into all truth, if we devoutly refign ourfclves to his di-
rection.

We cannot have a plainer proof of this than in the hif-
tory given us in this chapter. Confider the apoftles ; fee how
wondrous a change was wrought in them by the illumina«
tion of this Holy Spirit. Obferve what they were before,
what after his defcent, and thence learn what ineftimable |
advantages we are entitled to by Chriftianity.

Three long years had the apoftles been in the fchoo! of
Chrift, and had tired even his patience with their grofs ftu-
pidity, and incapacity to apprehend his {piritual dotrine.
"Though they had made fome progrefs in the way of truth
by leaving their little all to follow him : though they daily
heard his precepts, and faw his practice, that living com-
ment upon his doftrine—yet nothing could retify their
falfe notions, nothing could wean them from their vain
defires of fecular grandeur and magnificence. When our
Lord informed them of the neceflity of fufferings, the
benefits of poverty, the bteflcdnefs of perfecution, it was
all a riddle to them. They underflood none of thefe things;
thefe [ayings awere bidefrom them, neither new they the things
_that awere f[poken, Luke, xviii. 34. Even after the refur-
rection of Chrift the cloud was ftill upon their minds, and
they were yet hankering after an immediate poflefion of
worldly grandeur and dominion. Lord, fay they, wilt thou
at this time reflore again the kingdom to Ifracl? AQs, i, 6.

: . Chrift
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S And * he leaping up ftood, and walked,
and entered with them into the temple,walking,
and leaping, and praifling God.

B If 35. 6. Mark, 2. 51,12, John,s. 8_, 9.

THE ACTS,

Cuar. III, -

9 ' And all the people faw him walking and -
praifing God : )
10 And they knew that it was he which fat

-

i Ch. 4. 16,121,22.

Chrift no longer oppofed their carnal prejudices, but re-
ferred them to the Holy Ghoft for full information and
conviltion.

According to the promife of Chrift, the Holy Ghoft
come. Immediately, all darknefs, error, and miftake fled
before him.  They undcritood, they believed, they taught,
they pradlifed, they were ready to lay down their lives tor
thofe truths, which before they could not receive, they
.could not bear, nor endure. The crofs of Chrift was no
longer an olffence to them, but their boait and their glory;
and they rejoiced, that they themf{clves were counted aortiy
to partake of it, and to fuffer fbame for his name.

Such and fo effc&tual were the fruits of the Spirit, en-
Jizhtening the minds of the apoftles us a Spirit of zruth.
We are, in the next place, to coufider bim as a Spirit of
Fslincfs. He is not only, by way of eminence, the Holy
Spirit, but alfo tie lallszving, that is to fay, fandtifying Spi-
rit, whence a'l holinefs in the creatures 1s denved. It
would be endlefs to mention the places of Scriptures
where this property is alcribed to him. It is of more
concern, how to explain the precife meaning of the word
holinefs, which is to be confidered in two refpeds; firft,
as it is proper to God alone, and, fecondly, as it is the
privilege and duty of a creature. According to the firlt
fenfe, we may fay, Thou only art holy, as Thou only art the
Lord. This holinefs peculiar to God, confifts in the fin-
gularity of his nature, cven that furpafling tranfcendant
excellence, which leavesall creatures at an infinite diftance
beneath his majelty.

It is 2 common error in men’s notions of God, that they
conccive of him as one Being amang many, greater indeed,
and higher, and beteer than all the reft, but yet as one
amorg others, one that may be named with them, and how-
ever fuperior, yct not abfoiutely diftin&t from the reit.
This is a wrong conception, for God is not only Usnus but
Unicus—1le is one Alone, the Firflt, without any fecond
or like. Dut this is a fubject to which no fpeculations
can'do juftice, and which Gioull naturaily fink the mind
into the profound.ft devotion.  Suifice it then to fay, that
this fublime exMtation and infinite diftance of the Creator
from the creatures, conllitutes his helinefs. The Hebrew
word fignifics feparation, and, when appiied to God, im-
ports that unconceivable clevation, whereby he is diftin-
guifbed, and ftands alone in his univerfe. Thus we read;
Llere is mone boly as the Lerd : fur there is nene befide Thce.
There is none befide IIim: He is a whole genus by him-

" feif 3 and this furpaffing. fingular excellence, which ex-
cludes all poflible comparifon, conftitutes bis Aalirefs ; and
the exercife of it tends folcly to the promoting of Lis own
glory. [Ie is glorizus in (or by) .l-olineﬁ, .fa}"s Mofes; and
the angels inceffintiy cclebrate him by this title, Hly, holy,
b.ly, Lord Ged of /.’of’.r: heaven ard earth are full of thy glery.
The holinefs of God is founded, as was {21d, in the fupre-
macy of bis nuture; and it is perpetually cxercifed iq main-
taining that fupremacy, in treating himlelf worthily, ex-

erting all his attributes, and dire&ing all his als, to one
certain point, which is his glory, the exaltation of his na- -
ture, the effulgency of his excellence. The reafon why -
God dces all things for his own glory is, becaufe that is -
the end moft worthy of God; his fupreme excellence re-
quires it of him as a due to himfelf by the eternal laws of -
righteoufnefs : truth and juflice make this neceflary in God. -
The glory of God therefore being the end moft worthy of -
God, and all his acts centering therein, all his acts are holy, -
that is to fuy, pure from all ailay of inferior motives, from
every thing that does not inflexibly promote that end.

Such js the holinefs of God. The creatures too are -
koly, when they profecute the fume end that God does,
the end for which he created them ; that is to fay, the ghry ~
of God. We call things or perfons holy, when they are
feparated from common ufc, and dedicated to the fervice ©
of God, devoted to his glory : to apply them to any other
is to profane them. All the laws of God are boundaries -
fct to fence in the way that leads to God’s glory; and we -
never tranfgrefs thole laws, but we at the fame time de-
viate from it.  And thercfore St. Paul defines fin to be a -
Salling fhort of the glory of God. All kave finncd, and come
Jkort of the glory of God. Holinefs, on the contrary, aims
all our altions aright, making the glory of God our fcope -
and defign. In a word, every altion directed to that end, ~
is a holy altion, and leads us on towards the participation -
of the divine glory which we had regard to in performing "
it; and when it is faid that the Holy Ghoft [antifies
Chriftians, the meaning is, that he infufes this general -
motive, extinguithing the nartow principles of covetouf-
ncfs, pride, and fenfuality, and exalting our nature to the
noble difinterefted purpofe of glorifying our Maker. N

Thofe corrupt motives of covetoulnefs, fenfuality, and -
pride, cleave intimately to our fouls in the prefent de- .
praved ftate, rendering all adtions that proceed from them, -
unlcly : and the Spirit of God does then fan&ify us, when -
it difengages us from thofe corrupt motives. To wafl, -
cleanfe, baptize aith the Hily Ghofty, and fanctify, are com. .
monly fynonymous in Scripture ; hence the® phrafe of #eirg
baptized awith the Holy Ghoff, which is elfewhere called be-
ing baptized with fire, to fignify the univerfal and intimare
purification of the inmoft fprings of action thereby. With -
this view the prophet Malachi compares the Spirit #0a re- -
Jiner of geld or filvery deftroying the drofs, and feparating
all heterogeneous particles from thofe metals by force of
fire, till they are reduced to perfe&t purity. Thus the
Spirit fan&ifies the foul, by abolifhing all fordid inclina-
tions, by purging away the multiplicity of carnal defires,
and reducing all the powers of the mind to one fimple -
conftant purfuit, viz. that of God’s glory. This renders .
the foul holy, thatis to fay, pure, all of a kind, concen-
tered in the end of its creation, even the glory of its
Maker. ~

"To thew how the apoftles were thus fan&ified, were to
relate their hiftory, which is but one continued narrativc; |

0
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,

for alms at the Beautiful gate of the tem-
P apd * they were filled with wonder and

THE ACTS.

k Ch.2. 7,12. &4. 13.
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amazement at that which had happened unto
him.

Mat. 9. 33. & 12. 23.

of their holinefs. They were purified from all corrupt
Principles of ation. ‘L Le Jove of riches moved them not:
for they had all the treafures of the faithful laid at their
©€t, without any other concern than for the right diftri-
UHon of them in charity. ‘The love of ewfe and pieafure
MOved them not: for their life was fpent in incefiant la-
{ours.: they traverfed the face of the earth, doing good, and
‘fﬁ'ermg evil in all the parts that they vifited. ~ 1%e Lve of
&7y and applaufe moved them not, for they gladly fuffercd
:P'OECB in their Malter’s caufe : and when divine honours
ckf:r}: offired to two of them at Lyfira, they rent their
rev €5y and exprefled a greater concern for the mifplaced
adtre”CE of the multitude, than for all the ill ufage they
cmcvc-rmen: with. And laftly, the Lve of life itfelf moved
it. 0ot when the glory of God required them to refign
in fo 'y rejoiced that they were accounted worthy to die
deat 8Tat and good a caule. ‘lhey went cheerfully to
ad o Alhough “the wit and malice of their perfecutors
tha OHC’TC’um {tanced it with a horrid variety of tortures,
death i“Z toe srzazner of dying was the punithment, and
Suc tf the deliverance. . _
of their :35 the holinefs of the apoftles: it was the purity
ol pei . C3rES5  the unity of their defires, all meeting in
PO, the grlory of God. :
purfu:“:me thirsg only they defired : this one thing only they
dittrefg they purfued it through poverty, izfamy, and
i vaig , t]“'Ol--’lgll numberlefs toils and torments.  Death
fime at h wart their pafiage ; they leaped the gulph,
ha Vere received into glory, that glory for which they
2o zealous.
fonoww:]“f'o‘-‘ld arrive where they are afcended, we muft
B tof eir ﬂ:eps s we muft e l'o/y? as lbe_v were /.70/;,' ; that
01z, we mufpt abfolutely prefer the glory of God to
2l Od‘f“ confid crations ; for heaven ftands op«n to none
but faints; ancl zwittout Lolingfs no man _/Z!n// Jeethe Lord.
That we ™May no be ditheartened in fo arduous a work,
there are the ETYeateft encouragements, in the third place s
Tamely, ¢hat this - Spirit of hdinefs is alflo a Spirit of poaver,
"‘fplnngt 2;’3’,_ ™ agnnimity, and fortitude, fufficient to
ﬁm"u;nz (:.’ X3 ¢ lties that occur in the arduous paths of
;?gt'lccs. o this alfo the apoitles were very remarkuble

Our Lord, |y o
weaknefs and

appeared to tty eI)

VY ing had a long experience of their natural
T fiilanimity, commanded them, when he
atime, ang Ner 7y after his re!'ur{célion‘, to live retirgd for
3 fBall veeir, S or the promife of the Fuather. E:xt, faid he,
Yoty and they ..f)c‘?uer, after that the Hely Glioft is come upon

4 all be aitneffes unto ey both in Ferufalem,

Md ;’l 011 a;{ &
o the mZ;, F2» aandin Samaria, and unto the uttermofl parts

plithed zsfoonAl‘ld his prediltion was glorioufly accom-

rflamed theiy -+ S the Holy Ghoft eame. The zeal which

tongues ; theiy arts, found a ready channel into their

Cating, throug S xigues were as tongues of fire, communi-

all that hewd” ¢y B vace, their facred ardour to the hearts of
That oncejy — = 2.

Vo, g~ <>f the ancients, who reprefented their fa-

mous orator as brandithing flames of lightning with a thun.
der-bolt, was ncver fo nearly verified as in the apoftles ¢
they flathed convicltion into the minds of their hearers, and
bore down all oppofition of relu€tant paffion or prejudice
with a force and energy moft irrefittible. ‘Lhey made thofe
very Jews, who had lately condemned our Lord, and with
bloody ciies folicited Pilate for his crucifixion, now con-
demn themfelves with bitter remorle and compunétion.
It is {aid, they were pricked in their beart, and faid unto Pe-
tery and the veft of the apaflies, Men and brethren, awhat flak
ave do? 'L 'hree thoufind were thus converted under the
nower of the Holy Spirit, in one day and one place ; which,
confidering the natural weaknefs of the preachers, with
the rooted prejudices and noted obltinacy of the audience,
we may account one of the greateft miracles of our reli-
ion.
& The apoftles bear avitnefs of Chriff, not only before his
friends, or even perfons indifferent, but before thofe that
murdered him—even thofe apoftles who had deferted him
fhamefully at his being ficlt feized, fo far were they from
bearing avitnefs for him at his trial: Peter, in particular,

-who, trembiing before a fervant-maid, had three times re-

nounced him with oaths, mw flanding up with the eleven,
lift up his wiice and faid : Y& men of Fudeay and all ye that
dawell at Ferufalem, be this known unto yiu, and hearken to
my words. You fee he makes no timorous apology, be
ufes none of the little arts to gain benevolence; but, con-
fcious of the divine authority wherewith he ftood invefted,
he charges his hearers with all the enormity of their crime.
Ye have killed (faid he) the Lord of life: he tells them, that
the perfon, whom they bad awith wicked hands crucified and
Slain, was the Mcffias ; and he proves him to be fo, by
bearing teflimony of his vefurreftion : bim God hath raifed up
JSrem tie dead, wheresf ave are witneffes.  And he backs his
own evidence with irrefragable arguments from fcriptures,
which he at the fame time explained with {uch force and
perfpicuity, as extorted aflent from the moft obdurate. Is
this the illiterate fitherman ? Is this the carnal difciple who
prefumed to rebuke his Lord, when he firft mentioned the
crofs to him ? Is this the fugitive apoltate, the abjuring
Peter ¢ But with God all things are pyjible : Peter had now
received the Holy Ghoft, tbe Spirit of Power, whofe pro-
perty it is to ftrengthen us with might in the inward man,

to create a new heart, and renew a right fpirit within us.
Thus have we endeavoured to reprefent to our readers
this Holy Spirit in his operations of truth, holinefs, and
power. We would now only add a word or two con-
cerning the difpofition by which we muft prepare our
hearts to receive him: and this, as our Lord teaches us,
is carneft and perfevering prayer. We have his direétion,
Luke, xi. A/, and it fball be given you ; feck, and ye fhall
Sind ; knock, ard it fball be cpened unto you—If a fin flall
afk bread of any of you .that is a fatker, will le give him a
forie ? beww much more fhall your heavenly Father give tke boly
Spirit to them that afk him ? The terms, you fec, are very
ealy, are highly reafonable: if we do not perform them,
, 6L we
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I And as the lame man which was hvealed
held Peter and John, all the people ran together

! Ch. 5. 12,

THE ACTS.

Cuar. 111,

unto them in'the porch that is called Solo-
mon’s, greatly wondering,

John, 30. 23.

we fhall be without excufe. But if by humble, fervent,
inceflant prayer, we feck from our heavenly Father the gift
ot his Spirit, we fhall infallibly receive ity we ([}.mll be en-
lightened, purified, and counfinmed in all goqdnc.s, we fhall
advance from firength to ftrength, n}l, lf.fmthful to dc.‘a.rh,
we becorne meet to be partakers of the inberitance of the jaints
m light.

REFLEcTIONS.—1ft, The great promife here receives
jts accomplifhment in the miilion of the Holy Ghoft upon
lifciples. 'We have,
tl]ex?lgl"lfe time: avken the day of fentecg//, the f}ftieth fron;l
he paflover, qvas fully ccme, in the morning, they avere a
:«-itbpane arra’rd inj:neyplnce; it being the firt day of; the
week, which they obferved in memory of their Lord’s re-
furrcftion, and was confecrated alfo now b.y the pouring
out of the Spirit upon them. No longzr ftrifes or difcord
divided them; united in fervent ch.anty, they waxted‘thc
fulfilment of their Mafter’s promife.  Neze; (1.) They
who wait upon God in the afiembly of his faints, {hall
find him by his Spirit fill prefent in the midft of them.
(2.) God will delight to dv;;ell ;mtl} thofe whofe hearts, by
ervent love, are united in his fervice. .
ier':.e The manner in which the Holy Ghoft defcended.
Suddenly there came a found Srom bf’qv’m, as of a rufbing
mighty ‘wind, an emblem of the Spirit’s divine energy on
the minds of men; and it filled all the houfe where they
aere fitting.  dnd there appm;‘led unto them cloven iongue.rd,
] 47e, fignifying- the illuminating, warming, an
Sﬁii?;i;j;jinﬁ’um%cesyof gthc Spirit upon their fouls, and the
amazing gift of tongues beftowed upon them, with that
freedom of utterance, whereby they were enabled to
preach the gofpel among al} nations 3 and it fat upon e.a:b
of them ; the Holy Ghott, in all the_fulnefs of his mira-
culous operations, now taking up his conﬁa.nt rcﬁder.\ce
in them, to qualify them for the arduous fervice to which
they were ordained. And they were all filled with the Holy
Ghoft; not only the apoftles, but all th‘c difciples 3 ex~-
periencing fuch divine joys and confolations as they had
never experienced befores and began to Jpeak with other
in all the variety of languages, as the Spirit gave
fuggefting both the matter and words, and
enabling them with the greateit copioufnefs and m?ﬁ for-
cible energy to dcclare the wonderful works of God, in
the gofpel of his dear Son. .
2dly, Such an extraordinary occurrence was oon
fpread abroad, and ‘brought a vaft concourfe together.
We have, ' ;

1. The perfons. Devout men who dwelt at Ferufalem,
out of every nation under heaven ; both Jews, and profelytes,
who were now affembled at the feaft of Pentecoft, or, as
fome fuppofc, had taken up tl.)en' refidence there, in ex-
pectation of the fpeedy appearing of the Mefhiah.

2. ‘The amazement which filled them at hearing thefe
men, who.were poor illitesate Qahlcans, [peak with fuch
fluency and propriety all the various languages and dialets

tongues,
them utterance,

of their refpeltive countries, Parthians, Medes, &c. The
could not, therefore, but with wonder and furprize, ob-
ferve -to each other how aftonifhing was this miracle, and
queftion what could be the meaning of it, and whether it
ulhered in the long-expe&ted kingdom of the Mefliah ? for
they heard them fpeak in their f{everal native tongues the
great things of God, refpe&ing the redemption which was
in Jefus Chrift, and the glorious privileges obtained by
his death, refurrection, and afcenfion, for all believers.

3. Some mocking, fuidy Thefe men are full of new awine ;
a cavil moft wicked, abfurd, and blafphemous. Probably
thefe were inhabitants of Jerufalem, the fcribes and Pha-
rifces, who, not underftanding the languages which the
infpired difciples {poke, thou,ht the whole to be nonfenfe,
and would fain have branded them as drunkards, that they
might prejudice the people againft them by this moft ma-
licious falfehood. ~ Nate; There are flill too many to
whom the great things of God appear unintelligible ; and
becaufe they are themfelves deflitute of fpiritwal under-
ftanding, and are perfectly ignorant of divine and experi-
mental truths, they brand the preachers of them as enthu
fiafts, fpeaking evil of the things they kncw not.

3dly, In anfwer to the malicious cavil of thefe enemies
to the truth, Peter, the zcalous fpeaker, and now infpired

"by peculiar influences from on high, arofe, and boldly ad-
drefled to thefe mockers the awakening difcourfe contained
in this chapter.

1. He flood up with the eleven, to fhew the falfchood of
the charge, and to vindicate himfelf and his brethren from
fo malicious an accufation: and dirc&ing his difcourfe
aloud to the Jews who were prefent, begs attention to the
words of truth and {obernefs, which he was about to ut-
ter. Note; We muft not return a fharp anfwer to a re-
viling accufation, but with meckncfs anfwer thofe who oppofe
themfelves againit us.

2. He denies the calumny, and (hews it to be as abfurd
as malicious.  Thefe men are not drunker, as ye fuppofe and
would infinuvate, feeing it is byt the third hour of the day,
bur nine o’clock in the morning; and till that hour, on
the fabbaths and feftivals, the Jews ufually did neither eat
nor drink; nor was it at all probable, that fo many as
they were, they fhould have been guilty of fuch a debauch,
or dare appear intoxicated on {o folemn an occafion.

- 3. He explains t0 them an affuir which they counted

fo ftrange, which fome admired and others ridiculed.:
This was the accomplifhment of the prophefy of Joel,
Ch. ii. 28—32. which he cites at large ; for though him-
felf infpired; the Spirit was not given to fuperfede the
Scriptures, but to enable us to underftand them. God
had promifed in refpect to the /af? days, the days of the
Mefliah, which ufhered in the lait difpenfation of grace,

I will pour cut of my Spirit, in a more extraordinary mea-.
fure than ever before, upon oll fle/b, upon Gentiles as well
as Jews: and your fons and your daughters fball prophefy,
forctelling future events, Ch. xxi. 9, i0. and your young

men fball fee vifionsy, and your old men fhall dream dreaém d
, 0
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12 9 And when Peter faw iz, he anfwered ™as though by our own power or holinels we

unto the people, Ye men of Ifrael, why marvel
ye at this? or why look ye fo earneftly on us,

= P 115, 1. John,15. 5. 2Cor. 3. 5.

had made this man to walk ? .
13 " The God of Abraham, and of Ifaac, and

® Ch. 5. 30. Exod. 3.6, 15,16. & 4. 5. Luke, zo. 37, 38.

God in thefz ways revealing to them his mind and will
and on my fervantsy, and on my kandmaidens, on perfons of
all conditions, [ awill pour out in thsfe days of my Spirit,
as from an inexhauftible fountain, and l/:ey/lw/lpraﬂ‘g/} :
ard I avill fheav avonders in: heaven absve, dreadful prodigics
in the air, which were tiie prelude to the approaching ruin
cf the Jewifh nation, for their obftinate infidelity and re-
jelion of the Mcfliah ; and figns in the earth beneath, dire
prefages of impending woes: £isd and fire, and vapour of
ks, the tlood of the puople fhed by the invading foe
whofe devaftations fhould fpread throuizh the country, and

the imoke of their cities confumed in flames which fhould .

osteure the fhy.  Tle fun fhall be turned intp darknfs, and
the morn inta blisd, fuffering unulual eclipfes, or looking red,
throuzh the dufky clouds of fmoke; or this may fignify
the approaching total diffolution of their government, ée-
fore that great and notable day of the Lord come, when he
thall execute fuch condign vengeance on his murderers,
as no nartion, fince the burning of Sodom, ever {uffered,
and when he fhall be glorified in his judgments.  And it
Siall come to pafs, that avbof.ever, difcerning the figns of
thefe times, fball call on the name of the Lord, the Almighty
Jehovah, Jefus, fpoken of in this prophefy, plicing their
dependance on him alone for falvation, and in'fervent

praver making their application to him for help, and per- -

fevering in faith and love to him,—they /ball be fuved by
his power and grace from a!l the evils they fear in time or
cternity, and be made partakers of his eternal glory.
Lord, pour out a fpirit of prayer and fupplication upon
me, that I may be of this blefflcd number !

4. He improves this occafion in order to preach to
them Jefus, whofe gift this Spirit was, which now was
fhed abroad fo abundantly upon them, entreating their at-
tention to the important truths that he was about to d:liver.

[1.] He reminds them of his well-known lifc and cha-
rater— Fefus of Nazareth, aname which they gave him by
way of reproach, but a man approved of God amiong you ; evi-
dently fignalized with his peculiar favour, by miracles, and
swenders, and fizns, which he wrought in proof of his di-
vine miflion, which God did by bim in the midf} of you, as ye
saurfelves alfo kuow ; bearing his atteftation to the charalter
that he aflumed ; and they themfelves had been eye-wit-
neffes of thefe wonderful works.

[2.] They had, notwithftanding, rejected his credentials,
and hung him on a tree. Him, this glorious Mefliah, being
delivered by the determinate counfel and foreknowledge of Gody
ordained as a facrifice to divine jultice, ye have taken and
feized as a criminal, and by wicked hands kave crucified and
Jlain ; engaging the Gentile governor to bring him to this
ignominious death ; and his innocent blood is now upon
your heads. . .

[3.]1 Ged had raifed him, notwithftanding all their en-
mity, rage, and malice ; baving losfed the pains of death, ju-
dicially difcharging him from the grave, and from all the

forrows of death, which as the fubftitute of the fallen
race, and more efpecially of them who perfeveringly be-
licve, he confented to endure, becaufe it was nat pgﬁ:’r/} that
tbe fluld be bolden of them. ‘The dignity of his perfon, the
perfection of his facrifice, and the prophefics concerning
him, rendered it impoflible that he fhould remain lonwver
the prifoner of dcath; whom by dying he had dcﬁroykcd,
and, as a triumphant conqueror, rofe to lead captivity cap-
tive.

(4] He thews that this was foretold by the royal
Pladmift, who perfonating Jefus, the true Mefliah, thus
Jhakath concerning bim, I frcfuw the Lord always befire my
Jece ; he walked under the conltant fenfe of his Father's
prefence, and with an eye to bis glory s for be is on my
wight band, to {upport and carry me through my arduous
undertaking, that 4 fbould nst be mrved with any-of the fuf-
ferings of life, or the terrors of death.  Zherefire did my
heart rejsice in his power, faithfulnefls, and love, and my
tongue was glad, praifing him for the experience of his al-
mighty grace : mwreover alfo, my N Shall roff in bope, en
tirely fatisfied of a glorious iflue, and entering the gtave in
the fulleft affurance of a fpcedy refurretion 3 becaufe, or
thac thow awilt net leave my foud in belly to abide, like other
departed fpirits, in the invifible world ; nor his body in
the duft; neither vilt thou fuffer thine holy one to fee corrup-
tion, and putrify in the tomb : being the boly one of God,
and having by a perfet obedience to death, even the death
of the crofs, completed the great atonement, he had a right
to a fpeedy difcharge from that loweft ftep of his humilia-
tion.  Thou bofi made known to me the ways of life, which
lic through the gates of death; and-Chriit, the firft-fruits
of thofe that flept, is gone before ; having raifed himfelf
to an endlefs life, and lcading his faithful people after him
to a glorious immortality : thouu fbalt make me full of joy
with thy counitenance, in that ftate of blifs and bleflednefs ta
which, as Medtator, he fhould be exalted: and what ig
here primarily {poken concerning the great Head of the
church, is true of every real member of his body myftical
perfeveringly cleaving to him. (1.) They live for God,
defigning his glory as their end, and refting upon his pro-
mifes, his power, and grace, as their abiding {upport, com-
fort, and joy. (2.) They dic in bspe, committing their
fouls into the hands of a faithful Creator, and rejoicing in
the profpect of eternal life and glory which the gofpel fets
before them, and of which fzith affures them.

[5-] He comments on the text that he had quoted. Great
and refpeable as the patriarch David was, the head of the
royal race of Judah, vet he [aw corruption ; and they, as
reafonable men, and his countrymen, if they difpaﬁionatcly
confidered thefc words, muit needs be convinced that the
Pfalmift {pake not this of himfelf; be dying, and being
buried, as other men ; and his tomb being extant to-that
day : but being a prophet, and knswing that Ged had Sworn
with an qath 1o him, PL. cxxxii. 11. that of the Jruit of Fis

6Lz loisis,
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of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath ° glorified
his Son Jefus; whom* ye delivered up, and de-

° lohn, 7. 39. & 12. 16. & 13.31,32. &17. I, 6.
Mark, 15. 1, 9. John,18. go. & 19. 135.

THE. ACTS. - | :

Ch. 3. 36. & 5. 31. Eph. 1. 20. to Phil. 2. §—1 1. Pfrro. 1—7.
Luke, 23. 1, 14. & 18. 30. & 19. 12, I5.

Cuar. III.

nied him in the prefence of Pilate, when he was
determined to let bzn go.

P Mat. 27. 2,18, 20.
Ch. 2. 23. & 4. 26—28. & 5. 30.

lsins, according to the flc/b, ke avould raife up Chrift to //:t on
Lis throne, as 1(rael’s king, in the molt exalted fenfe, reign-
ing in the hearts of his believing people—rte fecing this be-
fore, by the fpirit of prophefy, jpake of the refurrection of
Chriff, whom he perfonates when he fays, f/:at his ﬁml avas
viot izft in hell, neither bis flff did fee corrugtion. This Fefus,
who lately lay in the grave, the fon of David after the
fleth, the perfon of whom he David, as a propliet, fpeaks,
kath God raifed up: wheresf awe all are wwitneffes : having
been his conftant followers before his death, and having
often feen, converfed, and ate and drank with him fince

his refurretion, till the day that we beheld him afcend up -

to heaven. : .

[6.] The gifts of the {pirit were the fruit of his exalta-
tion. - Therefore beirg by the right band of God exalted to the
mediatorial ‘throne, and poflefled of the moft tranfcendent
dignity and glory, and kaving received of tl:: I*at/u’r_ the pro-
mife of the Holy Ghyl, the purchale of his obedience to
death, ke bath [hed forth this, which ye now Jee and bear ;
the flames of fire, and gift of tongues, which appeared to
them fo ftrange. And his afcenfion alfo David had fore-
told, Pf. cx. 1. For David is not afcended into the beavens,
as the Perfon, in whofe name he fpeaks, evidently was;
but the Lord Jefus is gone thither, as ke faith himfelf, The
Lord God the Father, fuid unto my Lurd, the Melhah,
Sit thou on my right band, in the higheft dignity, and pof-
fefled of univerfal dominion and authc;]rity, ;mtil I make thy

Ges thy foctflool ; until fin, fatan, death, and every enemy
{f thév ﬁeﬁ:emcr and his faithful people, thall be finally
and for ever deftroyed. - ) )

.] He warmly applies the matter to their con{ciences.
Therefore let all the houfe of Ifracl know affuredly, as a truth
moft infallible and certain, that God hah made tljat Jfame
Fefus, whom ye kave crucified, both Lfrd and C/Jrgﬂ 3 and
there could not be a greater aggravation of their wicked-
nefs than this, that whom the Lord had glorifizd, they had
crucified ; nor a more tremendous confideration, than that
he was now exalted to a throne of glory to execute ven-
geance on all his murderers, wio obitinately perfifted in
their impenitence. -

h4tl’xly,p The power of the Spirit upon the apoftles them-
felves appeared glorioufly evident in the boldnefs where-
with he infpired them, as well as in the miraculous gifts
"with which he endued them : and we have alfo a proof
of his energetic influence on the confciences of the hearers,
accompanying his own word in the mouths of his fer-
vmxt.s Many of the hearers, ftruck with conlcious guilt at
what they heard, were pricked in their heart with fharp and
deep conviétions of their fin and danger, and, in great
diftrefs of conlcience, faid unto Peter and 1o the reff of the
apeftlesy Men and brethreny what fhall we do, to avert the
dire vengeance that we have provoked, and to obtain p.‘xfdon
for a deed fo atrocious?  Note; (1.) When the Spirit of
God opens the confcience of the fianer to difcern his hell-

1

deferving guilt, his hard heart then is broken with the
moft fearful apprehenfions of his danger.  (2.) Minifters
are the phylicians to whom convinced finners fhould apply,
and they have balm to cure the mortal wound which fin
has made in their fouls. (3.) They who truly feel their
loft efiate, cannot but defire, above all things, to know if
yet there may be hope.

2. Petcry in the name of his brethren, faid unto them,
Your cale, however dangerous, is not defperate, Repernt —
under a fenfe of redceming love be deeply humbled for

" your guilt and ingratitude ; and with deep felf-abhorrence

turn unto the Lord, and be baptized every one of ysu in the
name of Fefus Chrift ; profefling your faith in him as the
true DMciliuh, and fincerely yielding up yourlclves to him as
his willing fubjects s for the remiffion of fins, purchafed by
him, and frecly beftowed on the chief of finners ; and
herewith alflo ye ball receive the gift of the Holy Ghaf?, of his
comforting and fanifying influences; as alfo (it is pro-
bable) of his miraculous powers in refpe to many. For
the promife, of pardon and the Holy Ghoft, or the great
promife made to Abraham and his feed, is unto you, and to
your children, his defcendants, and to all that are afar of,
Jews or Gentiles, even as many as the Lord our God fball
call to this high and glorious difpenfation—all fuch fhall
have the invaluable opportunity of becoming members of
the Mefliah’s peculiar kingdom here below, and of enjoying
the higher glories awaiting faithful Chriftians in his king-
dom above. Note; No finner need defpair; the gofpcl
holds forth, through the blood of Jefus, a free pardon to
the moft guilty of the fons of Adam; and he that believes,
fhall be faved.

3. The apoftle enlarged on this fubje®.  And with many
other words did he teflify and exhort, faying, Save yourjelves
JSrom this untoward generation ; come _out from among them,
and be ye feparate ; renounce the falle tenets and corrupt
practices of the fcribes and Pharifces, that you may efcape
the plagues ready to deflcend upon this finful people, aban-
doned to their infidelity and deftruction.  Note; They
who would be faved among Chrift’s faithful people, muft be
feparated from the ways of this wicked world, and from
the familiar focicty of carelefs finners, fhunning their af-
femblies, as a man dreads the houfe infeted by the

lague.

d f Great was the effe@ produced by this difcourfe,
through the Spirit’s mighty energy. No lefs than three
thoufand fouls immediately embraced, and gladly received,
the word of gofpel grace; and, belicving in a crucified
Redeemer now rifen from the dead, made open profeffion
of their faith, and were baptized in his name.  Note ; (1.)
‘The falvation which is by Jefus Chrift, is glad news to the
finner who is pricked to the hearr with a fenfe of his guilt
and danger. (2.) They who are truly turned to the Lord,
will boldly make profeilion of his name, and join them-
felves to the fociety of the faithful, whatever danger or
reproach they may gc expofed to thereby.

5thly,



Cuae. III

¥4 ° But ye denied the Holy Oneand the Juft,

and delired a murderer to be ‘granted unto
you;

9 Mat. 27. 20, Mark, 15. 11,

Luke, 23. 18, 25. John, 18. 40.

THE ACTS.

k Ch. 13. 28. & 7. 52. & 22. 14. with Rev. 3. 7.
:l=3 16, 38. & 5. 21, 26. & 6. 40. & 10, 10,28, & 11.25. & 14. 6,19. & 17. 2.
Ch. 1. 3. & 2. 24, 37, 51, 32. &.10. 39, 40. & 13. 30—37. & 17. 31. Rom. 1. 4 & 4. 25. & 6. 4. & 8. 11. 1 Pet. 1. 21

957

15 And killed the * Prince of life, " whom
Ged hath raifed from the dead ; whereof we
are witnelles. :

Heb. 7. 26. Jobn, 1. 4. & 3.

Col. 3. 3,4. 2 Tim. 1. 10. 1 John, 5. 11, 20. ® Or authors

gthly, We have the prattice of the primitive church.

1. "I'hey were united in holy ordinances.  They continued
Seadfaftly in the apyflles’ dactrine, profefling their faith in Chrift
and his gofpel, and atteuding on the apolties’ miniftry and
jellow flip, maintaining the clofcit communion with them
and each other; and in breaking of bread, celcbrating the
Lord’s fupper, and in prayers, focial and public, continuing
daily avith cne accord in the temple at the {tated hours of fer-
vice, and praifing God for all th= ineftimable bleflings be-
flowed, through Jefus Chrift, upon them. Nure; They
who have taited of the blefling of communion with God,
wiil delight to maintain it in the diligent ufe of all holy
ordinances.

2. A folemn awe reftrained their enemies from moleft-
ing them. Fear camc wupsn every foul: and niany wonders
and figns wawere done by the ap.fllcs, {o that it cvidently ap-
peared that God was with them.  Noze; God can put his
bridle in the jaws of perfecutors, and fuy, Touch not my
prophets, and do my anointed no harm.

3. A fpirit of moit noble and difinterefted charity ap-
peared among them. A/l that belicved were together ;. they
were of one heart and mind, and affembled in feveral com-
panies, as many as conveniently could meet in one place,
and kad all things common, each calting his all into the com-
mon ftock ; and as the necellity of the times was urgent,
they fold their poffefions and goods, and parted them to all men,
as every man of their fociety bad ne.d.  And as they al-
fembled daily with one accord in the temple, fo did they
break breud from buufe to koufe, provided out of the com-
mon ftock, eating their meat together avith gladnefs and jin-
glenefs of heart ; fervent in love to cach other, thunkful to
God, and confcious of their own undiffembled fimplicity
and fincerity before him.  Nize; Who fliould rejoice, if
the children of God do not?

4. They were highly elteemed, and their numbers daily
increafed. They had fovour acith all the pesple ; their un-
diffembled piety commanded refpect; the miraculous powers
with which fo ‘'many of them were inveficd, excited re-
verence; and their charitable actions zbounded; and the Lird
fo eminently bleffed their miniitrations, that there were
added to the church duily fucl a: fcuid be fuv:dy or the faved.
See the original Greek, and the note on ver. 47.

CHAP. IL

Ver. 1. Now Peter and Foknawent up togetker, &c.] Aisut
that time, according to Grotius and feveral others; as it
does not feem to fuit fo well with the criginal, to take it to
imply no more than that Peter and John avent up tegether to
the temple. 1t may fuffice, once for all, to obferve, that
the Jews divided the time from the rifing to the fetting of
the fun, into twelve hours, which were confequently, at
different times of the year, of unequal length, as the days
were longer of thorter.  The #hird four therefore was nine

in the morning, and the #ninth three in the afternoon ; but
not exaélly: for the third was the middle fpace between
fun-rifing and noon; which if the fun rofc at five, (the
carlicit hour of its rifing in that climate,) was half an hour
after eight; if at feven, (the lateft hour of its rifing there,)
was half an hour after nine, and fo on. The chicf hours
of prayer were the third and ninth; at which feafons the
morning and evening facrifices were offered, and incenfe,
as an emblem reprefenting prayer, burned on the golden
altar.  Though by the death of Chrift all facrifices, and
other things required in the ceremonial law, werc utterly
abolithed, and a new covenant was introduced, yet, that
the weak might not be offended and eftranged from his
divine rcligion, our Lord fuffered his difciples to frequent
the aflmblies of the Jews, and in fome points to comply
with the obfervance of the law, till a more pure and fpi-
ritual form of worfhip could conveniently be eftablifhed.
This is the reafon why we find the apoitles fo frequently
in the temple, at the ftated hours of prayer.

Ver. 2. A certain man, lame from his mother’s womb] The
inveteracy of this man’s infirmity, the notoricty of it to
moft of the Jews, on account of the place where he was
laid, not to mention other circumftances which here oc-
cur, were fuflicient to prove the reality of the miracle,
and to render it more confpicuous. The gate here called
beautiful, for its richnefs and curious workmanthip, is by
Jofephus called ¢ The Corinthian gate.” About one hun-
dred and eighty years before this, the city of Corinth had
been taken and burned by the Romans ; and, in the burna
ing of the city, multitudes of ftatues and images of brafs,
gold, and filver, being melied down and running together,
they made that mixture which thence was called Corinthian
brafs, and which the ancients valued above gold or filver.
This gate, on the eaft fide of the temple, was made of
that brafs, and it excecded the other gatcs in its dimen-
fions, and in its workmanfhip, as well as in the richnefs of
the metal, though moft of them were covered over with
filver or gold. It was thirtv cubits high, and fifteen broad,
and was added by Herod the Great.

Ver. 6. Silver and guld bave I n:ne ;] This was after the
cflates were fold, Ch. ii. 45. and plainly fhews how far
the apoflles were from enriching themfelves by the trea-
fures which paffed through their hands. By his mention-
ing gold as well as filver, which a beggar like this could not
expect to receive, he probably meant to fpeak of himfelf,
as continuing ftill a poor man, and not merely to fay that
he had no gold about him. How unlike thofc of his fup-
pofed fucciflors are St. Peter’s words and actions ! Cun
the bifhop of Rome cither fay or do the fame ?

Ver. 8. Walking, and leaping, and praifing God.] It was
prophefied, Ifaial, xxxv. 6. that the lame man fhould leap
as an hart. Now was that prophefy fultilled, as well as by
our Saviour’s curing multitudes that had been lame. No-

: thing
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16 And his * name through *faith in his
name hath made this man ftrong, whom ye fee
and know: yea, the faith which is by him
hath given him this perfe&t foundnefs in the
prefence of youall.

17 And now, brethren, I wot that * through
ignorance ye did #, as 4id aifo your rulers.

18 * But thole things, which God before had
fhewed by the mouth of all his prophets, that
Chrift thould fuffer, he hath fo fulfilled.

% Power and authority, Ver. 6. Ch. 4. 7,10. t Ver. 6. Ch.14. 9.
26,48. &156. 3. Ch. 17. 27. 1 Tim. 1. 13. 1Cor. 2.8. 2 Cor. 3. 14.
&, Y Mat. 3. 2. &714.17. 1 a3. 25. & 44. 22. & §5. 7.

Luke, 16. 25. Kev. 17. 14, 15. Rom. 11.25. 2 Thedl 5. 7,10,
1. 11, Heb. 1. 3. & 4. 14. & 8. 1. & 10.12,13.

”~

THE ACTS.

Ch. 2. 38.
aCh 11 &17.31.
4 Rom. 8. 21, 2 Pet. 3. 13. with 1. 21.

Cuap. I1L.

19 ’ Repent ye therefore, and be convert-
ed, that your fins may be blotted out, when

* the times of refrefhing fhall come from the

prefence of the Lord ;

20 Acd he fhall *fend Jefus Chrift, which
* before was preached unto you: :

21 ° Whom the heaven muft receive until
the times of ¢ reftitution of all things, which
God hath fpoken by the mouth of all his holy
prophets fince the world began. !

Luke, 7. ¢o.

1 Pet. 1. 21. Mat. 15, 28, v Luke, 23. 34. John, 7.
X Luke, 24. 44.

Ch. 26. 22. John, 1. 45. Pf xiii. Ixix. I, L. viii.
Pf. 51, 1,2, 9. & 103. 14. %22 Tim. 1. 18. Pf.17. 15e
- Ver.22,24. Ch.10.43. Col.2. 17. € Ch.
Luke, 1. 70.

Nch. 1. 4.

thing can be more beautifully deferiptive of the wondering
exultation, the joy and aflonifhment of this man, than the
words before us.

Ver. i1, Held Peter and §obn,] The man ftill hung
about his two bencfa&tors, as fearing perhaps that he
fhould lofe the ufe of his limbs again, if he parted with
them ; for he could fcarce yet, for joy, believe his own
fenfe and experience.  See on John, x. 23.

Ver. 13. The God of Abrabam, &c.] ‘I'his was wifely
introduced here by St. Peter in the beginning of his dif-
courfe, that it might be evident he taught no new religion
inconfiftent with the Mofaic, and was far from having the
leaft defign to divert their regard for the God of Ifrael
into any other channel.  Whom ye declivered up, was pecu.-
liarly addrefied to the rulers and fanhedrim; and dened,—
renounced or difowned him for your king, was more par-
ticularly addrefled to the common people.

Ver. 15. Killed the Prince of life,] Even him to whom the
Father had given to bave life in himfelf, John, v. 26. and
whom he had empowered to give eternal life to thofe who
believed in him. There is a peculiar beauty and energy
in the contraft between their killing the prince of life, and
their interceding for a murderery a dejlroser of life. The Jews
had the teftimony of the prophets,—the prediction of
Chrift himfelf,—the evidence of the Roman {oldiers, of
his body’s being no where to be found; of the women,
the difciples and apoftles to whom he had appeared, many
of whom bore witnefs before the Sanhedrim to his refur-
re&ion ; and who, having juft now wrought a miracle
upon a lame man, declare that they had done it in the
name of Jelus of Nazareth, whom, {ay they, you bave cru-
cifiedy, but God hath raifed from the dead. ‘Lhis furely was
evidence fufficient to convince any reafonable and uupre-
judiced perfon, and confequently to acquit our Lord of
the promife of giving that evil generation fufficient proofs
of his being rifen from the dead.

Ver 16, And bis name through faith in bis name] And
by faith in his name be hath firengthened this many whom you
Jee and know ; yea, his name, and the faith awbich is in bim,
bath given him this perfed® foundnefs before you all. Heinfius.
Dr. Heylin renders it, And bis name, through our faith in it,
bath procured firength tothis many whom you fee and know. The

Jaithy I fayy achich is by bim, bath effeled this perfelt cure,
awkich you all beb.ld.

Verovq. I wat that through ignorance] 1 knowv,—1I am
Jenfibley &c. Probably if it had not been fo, they would
have been immediately deilzoyed, or referved to vengeance,
without any offcr of pardon. ~ Yet it is plain that their ig-
norance, being in itfelf highly criminal, amid fuch means
of information, did not excufe them from very great guilt.
See the note on John, ix. 41. -

Ver. 19 —21. Repent ye therefore, &c.] Dr. Benfon pa-
raphrafcs thefe verfes thus: ¢ As there is great ground for
 hope and encouragement, let me intreat of you to re-
¢ penty and immediately accept of Jefus as the Mefiah 3
< that your fins may be blotted out, and the happy and re-
¢ frefhing times may come. upon you from the prefence of
¢ the Lord. I fpeak not [merely] concerning the fafety
¢ and confolation which the embracing Chrittianity will
‘¢ at prefent afford you; but [alfo] of the approach of that
¢t glorious time, when God fhall fend again this fame Jefus,
« who is appointed beforchand to be the judge of the
¢ world, and your Saviour, if you belicve and obey him.
« I know you expet a temporal Mefliah, to reign in this
¢ very age among you here upon earth, and to free you
¢ from your prefent fubjection to the Romans; but in
¢ vain do you expect it: for the heavens have received
¢ him, and there he muft continue till the grand time of
« the reftoration of all things. Nor do I fpeak of things
¢ wholly new and unheard of ; for thefe things run through
¢ the prophets in general, from the beginning of the Mo-
« faic difpenfation, unto the fealing up of prophefy at the
¢ death of Malachi.” ‘The phrafe may be blotted out, ver. 19.
alludes to the erafing of any thing which is committed to
writing. Inftead of avhen the times of refrefbing fball come,
the Greek fhould be rendered, according to the above para-
phrafe, that feafons of refrefbment may come.  As calamities
are compared in {cripture to drought and exceflive heat 5
fo likewife deliverance from them is reprefented under the
image of a very ccol and refrefhing breeze. The word
amoxataseais, rendered reflitution, may be well and pro-
perly explained of regulating the prefent diforders in the
moral world, and the feeming inequalities of providential
difpenfations.  Since the world began, is<in the original, az’

a.'lim@-‘,
5
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22 For Moles truly faid unto the fathers,
*A prophet fhall the Lord your God 'raife
up unto you of your brethren, *like unto me;
him fhall ye * hear in all things whatfoever he
fhall fay unto you.

23 And it fhall come to pafs,' that every
foul, which will not hear that prophet, fhall be
deftroyed from among the people.

24 * Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel
and thofe that follow after, as many as have

Cuavr. 1L

€ Deur. 3% 15—18. Ch.7. 37. fJor.23. 5,6, Gal. 4 4.
17. 5. Hceb 12 as. i Ceus. 1%. 19.
Ch. sc. 43. & 12.27. & 26, 22,21 & .8 2-.
e &%18. 18, & 2213 & 29 4. &28. 1. Gal 3.8, 16, Ch. 2. 59.
13. 73, 26, 38,40, 2Pet 3. 9. ¢ Plg2 a7 Ehorog.

2. Ver.ig.

Rom. 3. 271,

Rom. 8. 3.
Heb. 2.2, 3. & 10. 20. &12.25.
sble . 1 1ce—r2,
Rom. 15. 8—1312,16, 10.
Gal. 3. 6, 13, 14, 22,
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{poken, have likewife foretold of thefe days.
25 'Ye are the children of the prophets,
and of the covenant which God made with

“our fathers, faying unto Abraham, " And in

thy fced fhall all the kindreds of the earth be
bleffed.

26 "Unto you firft God, having raifed up
his Son Jefus, fent him to ° blefs you, in
? turning away every one of you from his ini-
quities.

Heb. 2. 11, 72,
Exod. 23. 21. 1 Sam. 2. 25.

t John, 1. 17,18. Heb. 3. 235, h Mat.
k Luke, 24. 25, 27, 44.  John, 1. 45.
! Pfogo. 7. & 81. ¥—j0. Ch.2. 39 & 13. 26. n Gen, 17,
" Mat. 10. 5, 6. & 15. 24. Luke,21.47. Ch.
P Dan.g.23. Mil 3. 1—3. Mat. 1. 21, 1 John, 5. §,

@i, thatis, from the beginning, of what they ufually
cilled the age then prefent, that is, of the Jewilh difpenfa-
tion : in oppofition to which the kingdom of Chrift was
called aiv uirrwy, the age to come.  Sce on 2 Tim. iv. 16.
To confirm this, it may be obferved, that he here begins
with Alcfes, and fays nothing of the patriarchs before Mofes,
partizularly nothing of Abraham; but when the writers
of the New Tefltament run back as high as Abraham, the
phrafe then is wgo xpsvwv Qiusinsy before the times under the
lrw.

Ver. 22, 23. A prophet fball the Lord, &c.] See the note
on Deut. xviii. 15, &c. The word hear, ver. 23. fignifies
to skey. One cannot imagine a more mafterly addrels than
this, to warn the Jews of the dreadful confequence of their
infidelity, in the very words of Mofus their favourite pro-
phet; out of a pretended zeal for whom, they were ready
to rejet Chriftianity, and to attempt its deftruction.

Ver. 24. From Samuel, &) All the preplts from Samuel,
and as many as bave fpoken afterwards. Oty ind as many of
the following ones as have [poken.

Ver. 26. Unto you firft] Accordingly the gofpel was, by
the grace of our blefied Redeemer, cvery where offered
firt to the Jews. Haud it been otherwife, humanly fpeak-
inz, many who were converted in this mcthqd, might have
been exafperated and loft.  The word Avasioag, here ren-
dered  having raifed up, does not refer to the refurreclion
from the dead, as it generaily does in other places, but to
the word diar ‘@ay ver. 22.—raifing him up as a prophet
in Ifracl. The next claufc may mean, ¢ God fent his Son
« Jefus to blefs you with the higheft blefings 3 namely,
« to fave as many of you as will accept his grace, {from
« your greateft enemics ; that is, from your fins. and from
« the deferved punifhment.” Many commentators, how-
ever, give the fentence a different turn, rendering the laft
claufe upon your tumb{g cuvery one of youy &c. OF every one of
you turning, &c. that is, ¢ All thofe _of you w%xo throug&
« grace turn from fin, flall be entitled to hx§ blefling.
But the former feems to me the preferable readmg,ras the
great gofpel blefling is the converfion of finners. Nor can
it be any reafonable objection to fay, with Orobio, that
Chrift did not in fa&t turn every one of them from their
iniquities, fince it muft be allowed, that he took every fuch

ftep as was proper for that purpofe, confiltently with his
divine perfections. :

Iuferences—Happy are thofe fouls, who are fo formed
for devotion, that the proper returning feafons of it, whe-
ther public or private, are always welcome! Doubly de-
lizhtful is that friend/bip, which, like this of Peter and
John, is endeared, not only by taking fweet counfel together,
but by wvalking to the houfe of God in company! Pfalm
Iv. 14.

If we defire that this devotion fhould be acceptable, let us
endeavour not only to lay afide all the malignant paffions,
and to /ift up hely hands avithout wrath ; but let us ftretch
out our hands in works of benevolence and kindnefs. To
our picty, let us add the moft diffufive charity which our
circum{tances wil! pzrmit; and there are none whofe cir-
cumftances will forbid every exercife of it. As for thofe
awhs have ncitker filver nor goldy—fuch as they have, let them
give. :
The holy apnftles, we fee, had not enriched themfelves,
by being entrutted with the diftribution of thofe goods
which were Jaid at their feet but had approved themfelves
faithful ftewards. The members of Chrilt were far dearer
to them than any temporal intereft of their own; and fa-
tally, molt certain, would the true church, in all ages,
have bzen miftaken, if it Bad meafured the worth of its
pitors by their wealth. They beftowed neverthelels a
much more vaiuable beunty.  And if it be more defirable
to hcal men’s bodies than to enrich them, how much more
advantageous is it to be the inftruments of healing their
fouls 2 'Which, if it bz ever accomplifhed, mult furely be
in the fame name, even that of Jefus of Nazareth. May
he ftrengthen the feeble powers of fallen nature, while we:
are atterapting to raife men up! And may fpiritual health
and vigour, when reftored, be improved, like the cure
wrought on this lame muan, in the fervice of sod, and in a
thankful acknowledgment of his goodnefs !

We are not to wonder, that, as the name of Jefus, their
great Deliverer, is incomparably precious to ali that truly
believe, fuch have alfo fome peculiarly tender friendfhips for
the perfons, by whofe means he has wrought this good work
vpon them. O may many fuch friendthips be formed now(,l

an
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CH AP 1V, ' and the ® Sadducees, came upon them
. . ) p ’
The rulers of the Jeavs, cffended avith Peter’s fermon, (though 2 ¢ Be'mg grieved that they taught the
thoufands of the people avere converted that beard the avord, ) d h Tef h
ook andi g ; e "/ people, and preached ¢ through Jefus the re-
imprifon biir and Fobn.  Aftery upen examination, Petery ) °©
boldly avouching the lame man to be bealed by the name of furrection from tl.]e dead.
Tefusy and that by the fame efus only ave muft be eternally 3 And they laid hands on them, and ° put

Javed, they command bim and Fobn to preach no more in them in hold unto the next dﬂy: for it was
that name, adding alfo threatening. VW kereupsn the church . -
- now even-tide.

Seeth to prayer : and God, by moving the place avhbere they i . .
avere affenbled, teflified that he beard their praver, confirming - 4 FHowbeit many of them which heard the

the church awith the gift of the Holy Glojt, and with mutual  word believed ; and tire numnber of the men
love and charity. was about five thoufand.
[Anno Domini 33.] 5 ¥ And it came to pafs on the morrow,
ND as they fpake unto the people, * the that ? their rulers, and elders, and fcribes,
priefts, and the * captain of the temple, 6 And Annas ihe high prieft, and Caiaphas,

% Ch. 5.17. Hofea, 6. 9. Luke, 22. ¢2. John, 18. 3. * Or raler. b Mat. 22.23. Ch. 23. R, €Ch. 5. 17,23, & 7. 54. & 13. 45.
Gen. 3. 15. Neh. 2. 10, Jub, 5. 2. FEccl 4. 4. * 1 Cor. 15 2c. Ch. 3. 13—2°, 26, & 23. 8. Mat, 22.1213. ¢ Mat. 10, 17=22, & 24. .
Luke, 21. 12—=18. John, 16. 2, 3. Ch. 5. 18. & 16. 23, 21. * See ch. 2. 37, 41y 47. Gen. 49. 10. 1. 45 24. & 49. 24,25 John, 12. 24 &
14. 12. Rom. 10.17. ® Mat. 26. 3, 57. & 27. 1. Luke, 3. 2. John, 11. 47,49. & 1%.13,14. Pl 2.1, 2. & 3. I.

and be perfe@ted in glory! And, in the mean time, may dence, and the fidelity of his grace, which have over-ruled
the minifters of Chrift be watching every opportunity of the folly and wickednefs of men to fubferve his own holy
doing good, and, efpccialiy, when they fee men under any  purpofes, and have accomplithed the premife fo long fince
lively impreflions which tend towards religion ! May they _madc of a Prephet to be raifcd up to Ifiael like Mofes, and
have that holy mixture of zcal and prudence, which taught indeed glorioully fupcrior to him, bothin the dignity of his
the apoitles now to fpeak a’'word in feafon—a word charadter and office, and in the great falvation which he was
which proved {o remarkably good, and was owncd by God fent to procure. ‘L'his falvation was sirf? offered to Ifracl,
in fo fingular a manner, for the converfion and falvation of which has rendered itfelf fo peculiarly unworthy by &illing

multitudes that heard it ! the Prince of Life. May we rejoice that it is now publifbed 1

Happy the minifter, whofe heart is thus intent upon # us, aud that God has condefcended to fend his Son to blefs
all opportunities of doing good, as thefe apoftles were. s, finners of the Gentiles, in turning us from our ini-
Happy that faithful fervant, who, like them, arrogates no-  quities ! And viewgng this falvation in its true light, may
thing to himfelf, but centres the praife of all in Aim, who we remember, that if we are not willing to turn Jrom inie
is the great Source from whom every good and perfect guity, from all iniquity, from thofe iniquities which have
_gift proceeds.  Happy the man, who is himfclf willing to  been peculiarly our own, it is impoflible we fhould have
be forgotten and overlooked, that God may be remembered  any fhare in it !

and owned ! He, like this wife mafter-builder, will lay .

the foundation deep in a fenfe of fin, and will charge it RerFLEcTIONs. —1ft, Among the many miracles per-
with all its aggravations on the finner, that he may thereby formed by the apoftles, one notable one is recorded in this
render the tidings of a Saviour welcome, which they can chapter. .

never be till this burden has been felt.  Yet will he, like 1. The apoftles by whom it was wrouzht, were Peter
St. Peter, condué&t the charge with tendernefs, and re- and Joun: they were going up to the temple together at
fpect, and be cautious not to overload, even the greateft the ftated hour of praycr, being the nin:h heur, or thiee
offender. : o’clock in the afternoon.

We fee in this {pcech of St. Peter the ablolute neceflity 2. The poor object, on whom the miracle was per-
of repertcnee ; which thercfore is to be folemnly charged formed, was a beggar, a eripple from his mother’s woumb,
upon the confciences of all, who defire that their finsmay be  who lay at the Beautifidl gate of the temple, which was made
bistted out of the book of God’s remembrance, and that they  of Corinthian brafs, more precious than gold, and afked
may fhare in that r¢fie/bment, which nothing but the fenfe  alins of them that entered into the temple: feeing Peter and
of his pardoning love can afford. Blefled are thofe that John, therefore, about to enter, he atked of them an afmis.
have eaperienced it; for they may look upon all their pre-  Note ; (1.) Thofe who are poor, and incapable of working,
fent comforts as the dawning of eternal glory to their per-  are the true objeéts of charity. (2.) They who are drawn
{evering fouls; and having feen Chri} with an eye of to the temple by the love of God, will have their hcarts
faith, and received that smportant cure, which nothing enlarged in tenderclt compailion toward the wants of the
but his powerful and gracious name can effet, may be neceflitous. .
aifured that God wil fend kim again, to complete in all his . 3. Peter and John, looking earneftly at him, bid him
faithful faints the work he has fo gracioufly begun, and  attend to them, as about to fhew him a fiaigular favour;
to reduce the feeming irregularitics of their prefent ftate and the poor man, expecting an alms, looked attentively at
into everlafting harmony, order, and beauty. them : when Peter addreffed him, faying, Sifver and gitd

In the mean time, let us adore the wifdom of his provi-  have 1 none ; but fuck as I bave, and what filver and gold
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and * John, and Alexander, and as many as
were of the kindred of the high prieft, were
gathered together at Jerufalem.

b Mat. 10.17. & 24. g+ Ch.5 27 Mark, 13. 0.
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7 And when they had " fet them in the
midft, they afked, ' By what power, or by
what name, have yc done this?

i Exod. 2. 14. Mat. 21.23. John, 1. 18. Ch. 7.127.

never could pracure, give I thee : in the name of §efus Chrift
sf Nazareth, rife up and walk ; by his authority I {peak, and
kis power ihall enable thee for what I command. Then
tating bim by the right hand, be lifted him up, and immediately
the attonithing cure was wrought, bis feet and ancles
received firength.  Note ; (1.) ‘The riches of grace are in-
fnitely more valuable than the treafures of both the Indies.
(2.) According to our abilitics, we muft be ready to com-
municate of the gifts of God with which he has entrufted
us, whether temporal or fpiritual. (3.) In this impotent
man, every finner may read his own cafe and cure. [1.] By
nature, without grace, from our birth, thus f{piritually para-
irtic are we. [2.] The temple is the place where the
poor impotent finner fhould be found, for there the Lord
ciipenfcs the alms of his grace. [3.] The minifters of
Chnift fay not in vain arife and walk, to thofe who have
no power of themfclves to help themlelves, but come peni-
tently to Jefus; for he, in whofe name they fpeak, does,
by his Spirit accompanying their word, enable the help-
lefs but belicving foul for that which they enjoin.
{4] Chnft firft lays hold of the awakened finner by the
hand of his grace, and then the finner lays hold of Chrift
by the hand of faith, and feels an unufual power com-
municated to his paralytic foul,

4. The lame man, tranfported with joy at the ftrange
alteration which he inftantly felt, leaped up with aftonithing
agility, and _fsed firm on his feet, and walked about before
all prefent in token of his perfc&t cure, and entered with
his benefatoxs into the temple, walting, and leaping, and
¢raifing God. Nute; (1.) If our fouls have received a fpis
tiwal cure, then will our hearts and lips be filled with
praife and thank{giving to the God of all grace, and we
fhall be happy in employing the ftrength he has given us,
in walking in his holy ways. (2.) They who have found
ablefling from the miniftry of Chrift’s fervants, will not
fil to accompanythem into the temple, that they may
reap farther benefit from their prayers and difcourfes.

5. The people who beheld him, were ftruck with won-
der and furprize at feeing him thus walking and praifing
God, knowing that it was the fame cripple who had lain
at the gate of the temple; and whilft, as in an ecftacy, he
hung about Peter and John, exprefling his unutterable gra-
titnde for this mercy reccived by their means, the people
gathered round them in the part of the temple called Solo-
mon’s porch, greatly wondering at this amazing miracle,
and at thofe who wrought it. Note; They who have
been made the inftruments of good to our fouls, cannot
but be dear to us, and embraced with peculiar affec-
tion.
2dly, St. Peter, beholding the concourfe of people af-
fembled on this occafion, improves fo happy an oppor-
tunity, to preach the gofpel to thofe who feemed fo af-
feted with the miracle before them, A word in feafon,
how good is it1

¥or. L

1. He humbly difclaims all the honour of the miracle,
which was due to his Mafter alone.  Ye men of Ifrael, why
marvel ye at this, when fo much greater cures have been
before performed among you by the Lord Jefus? or why
sk ye fo carneftly on usy as though by our own power or bolineft
we had made this man to walk ? Note ; (1.) The moft fuce
cefsful minifters muft be the moft humble ; the more they

+are admired of others, the lower they muft lie down at the
feet of Jefus, afcribing to him alone the praife. (2.) We
are too apt to idolize the men and minifters, who have been
made fignal inftruments of good to us ; but we fhould look
farther, even to him who alone giveth the increafe.

2. He preaches to them that Jefus, whom they had cru-
cified, by whofe power alone this miracle was wrought.
The God of Abraham, and of Ifaac, and of Faceb, that covenant-
keeping God, the God of our {atben, kath glorified his Son
Fefus, owning him in this high charalter; not only by 41l
the miracles which he had wrought, but by his refurre&tion
from the dead, and afcenfion to heaven ; whom ye delivered
up as a malefa&tor into the hands of the Roman governor,
and denied him in the prefence of Pilate, as your King Mef-
fiah, requiring his crucifixion; when be, convinced of his
innocency, was determined to let him go. But ye, inftigated
by the pricfts and rulers, with favage barbarity denied the
holy Oney and the (‘71{/?, whom none could ever convince of
fin, and whofe fpotlefs purity none could impeach 5 arnd
as a moft provoking aggravation of your guilt, defired a inur-
derer to be granted unto you, in preference to him, and killed
the Prince of Life, the author and fountain of natural, fpiri-
tual, and eternal life 5 whom God bath raifed from the dead 5
defeating all the malice of his encmies, rolling awafy the
reproach of the crofs, and exalting him to a ftate of the
moft tranfcendant glory; ayheresf we are witneffes ; have
{een and converfed with him after his refurretion, and are
endued with thefe miraculous powers by him, to make our .
teftimony more regarded. And bis name, through  fuith in
bis name, bath made this man firong, whom. ye fec and know ;
acting under his authority, and trufting on his power, this
inconteftable miracle has been performed : yea,- the faith
which is by bhim, exercifcd upon him as the object, and
wrought in us by him as the author, bath given him this
perfelt foundnefs in the profence of you all ; for this thing was
not done in a corner, but publicly in the temple ; and the.
perfetion of the cure was evident to every beholder.

3. Yet dreadful as their guilt was, he means not to
drive them to defpair. And now, brethren, exceeding finful
as your conduct has been, I awot that through ignorance ye
did ity as did alfo your rulers ; 1 perfuade myfelf that many,
I would hope the moft, who wcre engaged in that -black
deed, were blindly hurried on by their paflions-and preju-
dices, and knew not what they did; elfe they would not
have crucified the Lord of Glory, 1 Cor. ii. 8. But thofe
things which God before bad fbewed by the mouth of all his
prophetsy that Chrift fbould fuffer, be kath fo fulfilled ; and

oM though
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8 Then Peter, * filled with the Holy Ghoft,

THE ACTS.

Cuar. IV. 1
9 If we this day be examined of the 'good -

faid unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and deed done to the impotent man, by what

elders of Ifrael, .

® Ver. 31.

Mat. ro.19. Luke, 12. 12, 32,

means he 1s made whole; o

Jer. 8. 9,18; 19, ! Ch. 3.7+

though this be no extenuation of your wickednefs, yet
fince the very end of his dving was, in order to obtain re-
niflion of fins for the moft miferable and defperate, there
is ftill hope, even for thofc whofe hands are red with his
blood. Nute; (1.) Love bids us hope the beft, even of the
vileft ; and not to impute to them worfe motives than may
really have influenced them. (2.) ‘T'he wickednefs of men
God can overrule, and bring good out of their evil.

4. He exhorts to an immediate penitent return to him
whom they had crucified. Repent ye, therefore, of this
atrocious deed 3 and, fince there is yet hope té'vards God,
be converted : turn to this Jefus, as the true Mefhiah : laying
afide your pride and prejudices, yield up your hearts to
Lis guidance and government, and fly to the atoning blood
of Lis crofs, which was fhed for this very purpofe, that
our fins, however great, numberlefs, and aggravated, may
ie_ blstted oty and your guilt cancelled, awbhen the times of
refrefbing fball come from the prefence of the Lord ; thofe joy-
ful {eafons of confolation which now you will experience,
when turning unto him you thall be filled with joy and
peace in believing, and fhall alfo find favour with him, and,
if faithful unto death, be acknowledged by him, when he
fhall come to be glorified in his faints: in his prefence
then, if you perfeveringly cleave to him, fhall you poflefs
blifs unutterable, and under his fhadow enjoy an eternal
reft from all the burdens of fin, forrow, and temptation.
For he fholl fend Fefus Chrift, this Fefus whom he hath made
both Lord and Chriff, and appointed the Judge of quick
and dead, even him which before was preached uuto you, in
all the facred oracles, and by his own blefled miniftry ;
whem the heaven muft receive, whither we have feen him
afcend, and where he now fits enthroned in glory, until the
times of veflitution of all thingsy when the myitery of godli-
nefs fhall be finifhed, and his éternal kingdom fhall finally
come at the great day of his appearing to judge the world.
Nete ; (1.) The great inducement to evangclical repent-
ance, is the promife of pardon and forgivenefs. (2.) They
who truly turn to Jefus, fhall find refrefhing and reft to
their fouls, and reconciliation with a pardoning God.
(3.) Though Chrift be now exalted to his throne, we ex-
peét his coming a fecond time: Oh that we may be pre-
pared to mect him ! then fhall it be a time of refiefling
indeed ; when, fecing him face to face, his faithiul fol-
lowers fhall all be changed molt perfeéily into the fume
image, be like and with him for ever.

. He fupports what he had faid by an appcal and re-
ference to the feriptures, which they profefied to believe.
Yor thefe are the things which God kath [poken by the mzeth
of all bis boly prephets fince the avsrld bogan, concerning the
kingdom of his Mcfliah,  Zer inltance, A0y, that great
lawgiver, in whom you glory, he bore a nobie teftimony
to Jefus, and truly faid unto the fathers in the wilderness,
A prophet fLall the Lord ysur God vaife up unts you of your
brethren, fprung from the flock of Abrsham, like unto me ;
wk.o thall with far greater dignity be a Mocdiator between

God and you ; fhall deliver you from worfe than Egyptian

bondage, and, from the moft intimate knowledge of God, -
fhall revcal to you his mind and will, if you believe in him: "
kim fball ye bear in all things avhatfoever be fhall Jay unto you ; -
embracing his doltrines, obedient to his precepts, and
obfervant of his inftitutions with implicit faith, unbounded ~
love, and unreferved fubmiflion; yielding up your fouls =
to his guidance and government.  Aud it fball cme to pafs, -
that every foul awhich will not hear that prophet, and believe and -
obey him, fball be diftroyed from among the pesple, cut off by =
fome notorious ftroke of divine vengeance, or finally and *

eternally feparated from the faithful.  Yea, and all the pro-

phets from Samuel, in whom the {pirit of prophefy revived,

and thofe that follow after, in a long {ucceflion, as many as ~-
have [peken, have likewife forctsld of thefe days ; {peaking of =
the Mefliah, his {uffefings, glory, and kingdom, from its **
beginning on earth, till its confummation in heaven. -

6. He draws a moft encouraging motive from their re- :
lation to the prophets, to receive their word, and believe =
in the Mefliah, of whom they teftified. e are the children ‘=
of the propkets, their difciples, and defcended from the pa- =!
triarehs, and heirs of the covenant which God made with our =

Sathersy faying unto Abraham, And in thy feed foall all the ..

kindreds of the esrth be blofed, which Seed was Chrift, whofe <.
falvation fhall extend to all nations; therefore, being the -
immediate offspring of the great Father of the faithful,
Unto you firfly God having raifed up his Son Fefus, fending .
him in the human nature, and raifing him from the dead, -
hath fent kim to blefs you, by his own miniftry and labours, :
and now, by inveiling us with power and authority to !
preach his gofpel, in which the moft powerful motives are ..
urged, in order to your converfion ; and which his Spirit -
makes efteCtual in turning atvay every one of you, that believe -
in him, from Lis iniguities, and bringing you to parden and -
fulvation.  Nute; (1.) Jefus is come to be the blefling of -
the world. Without him, the curfe and wrath of God -
muft have for ever abode upon us all.  (2.) Iniquity is the
caufe of all our mifery; when Chrift comes to the {inner, .
he not only pardons his guilt, but converts his fonl, and
thus effectually recovers him to the life of grace, im order
to bring him, if faithful, to the life of glory,

CHAP. IV.
Ver. vy 2. The prifls, and the captain of the temple, and the
Sadducces, &c.] 'Thete three kinds of men, on ditferent ac-
counts, were prejudiced apainft the apofties.  The prifs
were oficnded, becaule the apoftles, whom they locked upon
only as privat: men, undertook to teach publicly; the Sad-
ducess were difplealed, becaufe, in teftifying the refurre@ion
of Chrilt, they <:iutually preached that doétrine which theyp
difclaimed and detefied, the doQrime of the rcfurre@ion
from the dead: and the captain, who was placed witha
band of {uldiers near the temple, in order to guard i, fecing
fuch a crowd of people gathered together about the apoftfes,
began to apprchend a tusult,

Fir,
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10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the
people of Ifrael, that by ®the name of Jefus
Chrift of Nazareth, " whom ye crucified, whom

.

® Or prwer or autlariry.

Ver. 7. Ch. 3. 6,15.
wvi. Luke, xxii~xxiv.

Jobn, xviiie—xx.

? Ch. 2.23,24. &
° PLogiR 22, Mat. 21 42.

ACTS. , 963
God raifed from the dead, even by him doth
this man ftand here before you whole,

11 ° This is the flone which was fet at

3. 13—15. & 13. 27—~30. Mat. 20 18, 19. & xxti—xxviii.

Mark,; xiv—
If.38. 16, & 4y. 7. & §3.3. Rom. g 33 1Pet2. 7,8,

peme- 4

Ver. 3. For it was now even-tide.] Or, evening. As
Feter and John went up to the temple at three in the after-
noon, this expreilion makes it probable that fome hours
. might be fpent in preaching to the pcople; and confe-
. quently, that what we have in the former chapter, is only
' anabftra&t, or brief heads of the difcourfes that they made
- on this occafion, which probably is the cafe in general
with the fpeeches recorded by the facred hiftorians, as well
as by others. :

Ver. 4. Tte number of the men avas abeout five thoufund.]
Dr. Benfon concludes, that five thoufaund men were con-
verted on this occafion, befides the threce thoufand men-
tioned before, chap. ii. 41. If it had been faid, as there,
that fo many were added to the church, it would have de-
termined the fenfe as he and others underftand it; but
the ufe of the word éyarfn here, became, favours the in-
terpretation, that the whole number, including thofc who
had been converted before, became absut five thoufand. Scé
ch. i 15. i the Greek. It is hardly to be thought, unlefs
it werg exprefsly afierted, that another day fhould be fo
much more remarkable for its number of converts, than
that on which the Spirit defcended. However, fuppofing
only two thoufand were now converted, it is a glorious proof
of the truth of Chriftianity ; and no example can be given
of the philofophers, or any other teachers, fucceeding fo
glorioufly in making converts to fuch holy and felf-deny-
ing do€trines. ,

Ver. 6. And Annas the high-pricfl, and Caiaphas,] See the
note on Luke, iii. 2. Fobn and Alexander were evidently
perfons of great note among the Jews at this time; and
it is not improbable, as Dr. Lightfoot and others fuppofc,
that the former might be the celebrated Rabbin Jochanan
Ben Zaccai, mentioned in the Talmud, the [cholar of
Hillel ; and that the latter might be the A/sbarch, or go-
vernor of the Jews at Alexandria, brother to the famous
Philo-Jud=us, and in great favour with Claudius Celar.
Jofephus mentions him often, and tells us among other
things, that he adorned nine gates of the temple with
plates of gold and filver. Of the kindred of the high-priejl, is
read by fome, Of the pontifical family. Dr. Hammond ex-
plains this of the twenty-four members of the Aaronic
family, who prefided over the twenty-four courfes ; others
refer 1t to thofe who were nearly related to Aunas and
Caiaphas ; but Grotius thinks that it includes the kindred
of thofe who had lately been in the oflice of high-prieft,
which, he fays, made them members of the Sanhedrim.
Thefe were the very perfons whe had procured the death
of the Lord Jefus Chrift. And therefore they thought
themfelves highly concerned to fupprefs his difciples and
their doétrine.

Ver. 7. And when they bad fet them in the midf;] It was
the cuftom for the Sanhedrim to fit almoft in a circle, or
oval, and to fet the prifoners in the midft-of them : St.
Peter and St. Joha being {o placed, the court demanded of

them, ¢ By what power, human or diabolical, angelic or
¢ divine, have you cured this man ; whote name have you
¢ invoked to the working of this miraclc; or from whom
¢ had you your authority to preach fo publicly to the
‘¢ people ?—From us you had it not, though we alone
¢ have the authority to give a commiffion to any man to
¢« do fo?”

Ver.g. Made while ;] Zerusas, ke is oured, or Saved.
Sce the note on ver. 12,

Ver. 1o. By the name of Jefus, &c.] Tre time of Chriit’s
refurrcQion was that of the cclebrating the paflover, the
molt folemn feftival of the Jews ; the fcene was in Jeru-
falem, the metropolis of Judea, and at that time crowded
with Jews, who came thither from all parts of the earth,
to keep the paflover. The aCtors and witnefles were the
chief priefts and elders, Pontius Pilate the Roman go-
vernor, and the Roman foldiers who guarded the fepulchre,
Now, if the account of guarding the fepulchre had been
falfe, it is not to be doubted, but the chicf pricfts and
elders, who are faid to have obtained the guard, and fealed
the door of the fepulchre, wowd, by fome authentic aét,
have cleared themfelves of the folly and guile imputed to
them by the evangelift. ~ All the feveral charges upon the
whole government of Judea, might have been anfwered at
once by an atteftation from the chief priefls, fetting forth,
that they never demanded a guard to be fet at the fepule
chre, confirmed by the teftimony of the Roman foldiers,
(many. of whom were probably at Jerufalem: when the
gofpel was written,) denying that they were ever upon
that guard. This, not only the reputation of the chief
pricfts, but their avowed malice to Chrift, and averfion to
his do¢trine and religion, required; and this they would
probubly have done at all events, had they becn_at liberty
to propagate and invent what lie they pleafed. But that a
guard was fet at the fepulchre, was, in all likelihood, by
the difperfion and flight of the foldiers into the city, too
well known in Jerufalem for them to venture at denying
it: for which reafon they were obliged to invent a lie
confiitent with that known fad, however abfurd and im-
probable the lie might appcar, when it came to be con-
fidered. Now, as the rcport put into the mouths of the
Roman foldiers by the chief pricfts and elders, is no proof
of the fallchood of this fa&t, but rather of the contrary 3
fo does the naming the fcene, the attors, and the wite
nefles, form a very {trong proof of its being true, fince no
forger of lics, willingly and wittingly, furnifhes out the
means of his own detection; efpecially when we confider
that this account is related by that evangelift, who is faid
to have compofed his gofpel for thofe Chriftians who dwelt
in Judea, many of whom then living wcre probably at
Jerufalem when this thing was done,—mot to mention
again the abfurdity of the reportof the difciples coming by
wighty and flealing the body, as it flauds in the evangclilf,
and taking ity as it was afterwards prudently amended by
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nought of you builders, which is become the
head of the corner.

12 ” Neither is there falvation in any other:
for there is none other name under heaven

? Jehn, 14. 6. & 3.18, 36. Mat. 1. 21. Ch. 10. 43. Rom.

"THE ACTS

3. 24

Cuar. IV,

given among men, whereby we muft be faved.
13 9 Now when they faw the boldnefs of
Peter and John, and perceived that they were

? unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled ;

3 Tim. 2. 5, 6. 1 Ch. 2. 7, 13. Mat. 4. 18—2a.

the Sanhedrim, and propagated by an exprefs deputation
from them to all the {ynagogues of the Jews throughout
the world ; in which, without making any mention of the
Roman guard, they fay no more than that the difciples
came by night, and ftole away the body,—taking it, we
fay, in the manner in which thefe wife counfellors were,
on mature deliberation, pleafed to put it, it may be fuf-
ficient to obferve, that the theft charged upon the dif-
ciples was fo far from being proved, that it was not fo
much as ever inquired into. And yet the accufers were
the chief priefts and elders of the Jews; men in high reve-
rence and authority with the people, vefted with all the
power of the Jewith ftate, and confequently furnithed with
all the means of procuring informations, and of gaining
and extorting a confeffion. And what were the accufed ?
men of low birth, mean fortunes, without learning, with-
out credit, withont fupport; and who, out of pufillanimity
and fear, had deferted their Mafter, upon the firft occafion
offered of fhewing their fidelity and attachment to him.
And can it be imagined that the chief priefts and council
would not have made inquiry into the fact, the belief of
which they took fo much pains to propagate, had they
themfelves been perfuaded of the truth of it? And had
they inquired into it, can it be fuppofed that out of fuch a
number of mean perfons as muft have been privy to it, no
one, cither from honefty, or religion, or fear of punifh-
ment, or the hope of reward, would have betrayed the
fecret, and given them fuch intelligence as might have
cnabled them to put the queftion of the refurretion out
of all difpute. For had it been once proved that the dif-
ciples ftole away the body of Jefus, their word would
hardly have been taken for-his refurre@ion. But how did
thefe poor mena&t ?  Conlcious of no fraud or impofture,
they remained in Jerufalem a week or more, after the re-
port of their having ftolen their Mafter’s body was fpread
over the city, and in about a month returned thither again:
not long after which they afferted boldly, to the face of
their powerful enemies and accufers, the chief priefts and
elders, that God had raifed from the dead that fame Fefus
ahom they had crucified.  And what was the behaviour of
thefe learned rabbins, thefe watchful guardians of the
Jewith church and ftate ? Why, they fuffered the dif-
ciples of Jefus, charged by their order with an impofture
tending to difturb the government, to continue unquef-
tioned at Jerufalem, and to depart thence unmolefted;
and when, upon their return thither, they had caufed them
to be feized and brought before them, for preaching through
Fefus the refurreflion, what did they fay to them? Did
they charge them with having {tolen away the body of their
Mafter ?  Nothing like it: on the comrary, not able to
gainfay the teffimony given by the apoftles to the refur-
re&tion of Jefus, vouched by a miracle juft then performed
by them in his name, they ordered them to withdraw, and
conferred amang themfelves what they thould do with them.

~

Ver. 11, 12. This i.r.tb: Jone, &c.] St. Peter’s men-

tioning Chrift as the bead of the corner, naturally led to the -

thought of a fpiritual and eternal falvation, which it was
Chrift’s principal defign to bring in ;" and with relation to
which alone this, and its kindred phrafe, the chief corner-ffose;

are always ufed by our Lord and his apoftles: fee Luke, °
ph. ii. 21, 22. 1 Pet. ii. 6, 7. And this {pirituat -

XX, 17.
benefit is called fa/vation about forty times in the New

Teftament ; whereas I do not find, that it once ufes the
noun eungia, falvation, for miraculous cures; noy nor for

any merely temporal deliverance at all, unlefs in A¢ts,

vii. 25. where Stephen fays, that Mofes fuppofed bis brethren
would bave underflood how that God by bis hand wwould deliver

them ; or, as it is in the Greek, weuld give falvation to
them : and even that deliverance might be called by this
name, becaufe it was typical of the more glorious one by
Jefus Chrift. And St. Peter here fpeaks of a falvation
which every one needs, including himfelf and all Ifrael : but
furely it could not be faid of himfelf and the whole council,
and of all the people of Ifrael, ver. 10. that they needed
miraculous cures in the name of Chrift, by which, in that
refpect, they muft be faved. I therefore can by no means
think that this ftrong and lively paffage s to be funk and
reftrained, as fome contend it thould, to the cafe of work-
ing miracles : on the other hand, there feems to me to be
a great beauty in the occafion that the apoftle took, and i
the gradation which he made, from the temporal deliver-
ance which had been wrought in healing the poor cripple
by the power of Chrift, to that of a much nobler and more
important kind, which is broaght in by Chrift to impotent
and finful fouls; he therein following the admirable cuf-
tom of his great Lord and Mafter, whe often took occafion
from earthly to fpeak of fpiritual things; as particularly
when, upon his having mentioned the miracle of the
loaves, he difcourfed at large concerning himfelf as the
Bread of life. John, vi. 26—58. The 12th verfe may be
thus paraphrafed: ¢ Nor is the fpiritual and eternal fal-
¢ vation, to which his being the Head of the eorner prin-
‘ cipally refers, to be found in any one whatfoever be-
¢ fides himfelf : for there is no other perfon of fufficient
¢ dignity, merit, and power, whofe name can be pleaded
¢ or depended upon for falvation ; or whom God has gra-
¢ cioufly appointed or granted to the men of this lower
- world, by whom, du, it is fir, or meet and worthy of
¢ God, that any of us fhould be faved; or by whem we
 ought to exped, or ever can have, deliverance from Gn
¢ and mifery, from the curfe of the law, and the wrath
¢ to come.” Raphelius, in a remarkable note on this
text, endeavours, among other things, to prove that "Owue,
or the name of a perfon, was a manner of fpeaking ufed
in reference to one, regarded as God and the Author of

falvation. See Raphel. ex Herod. p. 329.
Ver. 13. Unlearned and ignorant men,] Iliterate mers,
and in private flations of life ; dypdpparei xmi ididras, men
of

-
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* and they took knowledge of them, that they
had been with Jefus.

- 14 * And beholding the man which was
healed ftanding with them, they could fay
neothing againft it.

15 But when they had commanded them
to go afide out of the council, ‘ they conferred
among themfelves,

16 Saying, " What fhall we do to thefe
men? for that indeed a notable miracle hath
been done by them /s manifeft to all them that
dwell in Jerufalem ; and we cannot deny z2.

r7 But that it fpread no further among
the people, let us * ftraitly threaten them, that
they fpeak henceforth to no man in this name.

18 And they called them, and commanded
them not to fpeak at all, nor teach in the name

= Mat. 10. 1—4. Ch.1.2,3,8, 13,21, & 10. 79. 8 Ver. 10,16,
Ch.3.9. Ver. 14. % Ch. 5. 28,30. 1 Thefl.2.16. Pf 3. 1=—=3.
37,18. Ch. 5. 28, 40, b Pf. 31.15. Luke, ar. 18,
& s.13. Ve 16.

& 13.13.

John, 15, 18—21.
z . . Mark, 16. 15. Ch. 1. 8,22, & 2.32. & 3.15. & 10.30, 41. & 22.18. & §. 32, & 13. 31I.
M e y 5 ! < Ch ,5. 26. Mat. 14. 5. & 21.26.
¢ Ch. 3.2. Jobn, 5.5 Luke,13.16. Mat g.20.

ACTS.
of Jefus.

19 But Peter and John anfwered and faid
unto them, ” Whether it be right in the fight
of God to hearken unto you more than unto
God, judge ye. :

20 “For we cannot but fpeak the things
which we have feen and heard. "

21 So when they had further *threatened
them, they " let them go, finding nothing how
they might punith them, °becaufe of the peo-
ple: for all men glorified God for ¢ that which
was done.

22 Por the man was above ° forty years old,
on whom this miracle of healing was thewed.

23 4 And being let go, they went to their
own company, and reported all that the chief
priefts and elders had faid unto them.
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Ch. 3. 8—12. t Ver. 1,5, 6.

¢ John, 11. 47, 48. & 12.18, 19.
Mat. 10. 22,

Y Exod. 1. 27. Ch. 5.29. Gal 1.10.
1 John, 1. 1==3. 2 Peter, 1. 16. * Ver.
Luke, 20. 6,19. & 22. 2. ¢ Ch. 3. 611,
' PL1sg. 63. & 15 4 &16.3. Prov.13. 20. Chh 1.13. & 2.46.

of no education, ner in any public rank of life, as the
priefts and magiftates were : Aud they took knowledge of them,
sxeyivooxy, would read more properly, and they knew them.
Grotius obferves, that the rulers, having often been prefent
when Chrift taught publicly, might have feen Peter and
John near him, though perhaps thcy might have obferved
them more particularly the night that Jefus was taken,
when they had attended their Lord to the houfe of Caia-
has. . 3
P Ver. 16. A notable miracle] Tvuscv, a fignal and well
Errown miracle; one which could neither be doubted nor
difproved. :

Ver. 17. But, &c.] ¢ Neverthele[s:” The word ’Amz
is frequently ufed in this fenfe both by facred and pro-

hane writers.

Ver. 18. Not to [peak at all, &c.] That is, privately;
nor to teach, that is, publicly. This is the very thing
which men, confcious of the truth of the apoftles’ tefti-
mony, and felf-condemned, would do,—ftop their mouths
by violence, as they knew they could not an{wer them any
other way.

Ver. x9. Whether it be right in the fight of God] As they
profefied to believe the being, and infinite perfe&tions of
God, they muft, on their own principles, eafily fee the ab-
furdity of expe€ting obedience to their commands from
good men, who belicved themfelves divinely commiflioned.
There is a paffage which bears fome refemblance to this in
the apology of Socrates, as recorded by Plato. When
they were condemning him to death for teaching the peo-
ple, he faid, ¢ O ye Athenians, I embrace and love you;
¢ but I will obey God rather than you ; and if you would
¢ difmifs me, and {pare my life, on condition that I thould
« ceafe ta teach my fellow-citizens, I would rather die a

¢¢ thoufand times, tham accept the propofal.” What are
ten thoufand fubtilties of the antient - philofophers, when
compared with a fentiment like this. Sce Plato, Soerat.
Apol. p. 23. ’

Fer. 21. They let them go, &c.} This difmiflion was not
intended as an acquittal ; for it was cuftomary among
the Jews to try any accufed perfon after his difcharge,
when new proofs ftarted up againft him. The threatening
mentioned in the foregoing fentence, might poflibly have
included fome declaration of this fort. Dr. Heylin reads
the laft claufe, }Who all glorified G:d, &c. So much wifer
were the people than thofe who were over them. Nothing
could contribute more to illaftrate the miracle, ‘ than the
circumftance mentioned, ver. 22. It fhews that the man’s
cafe was defperate, and that his diforder was fo inveterate
and confirmed, as to be beyond the reach of medicines
yet was he in one moment completely cured by the
word of the apoftles. Who, after reading this account of
the manner in which the rulers treated thefe apottles, could
ever imagine that the dilciples {tole the body of Jefus, ox
that the chief pricfts and elders themfelves belicved they
did?  But it may perhaps be objected, that this account
comes from Chriftian writers ;—and could the obje&tors
expedt to meet with it in Feavi/h writers 2—We might ex-
pet indeed to find in their writings fome proofs of this
charge upon the difciples; and had there been any, the
chief priclts, the adver(aries of Chrift, would doubtle(s not
have failed to produce them. But the progrefs which
Chriftianity made at that time in Jerufalem, is 2 fironger
argument than even their filence, that no proof -of this
charge either was, or could be made. Could the apoftles
have had the imprudence to preach, and could fo many
thoufand Jews have bcen weak enough to believe upon their

’ teltimony,
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24 And when they heard * that, they lifted
up their voice to God with one accord, and
faid, Lord, thou art God, * which haft made
heaven, and earth, and the fea, and all that in
them is:

25 Who by the mouth of thy fervant David
haft faid, ' Why did the heathen rage, and
the people imagine vain things? '

26 The kings of the earth ftood up, and
the rulers were gathered together againft the
Lord, and againft his Chrift. ‘

27 For of atruth againft thy * holy child
Jefus, whom thou haft anointed, ' both Herod,
and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the
people of Ifrael, were gathered together,

28 " For to do whatfoever thy hand and thy
counfel determined before to be done.

® Gen.i. ii. Fxod. 20. 11.
John, 10. 36, Ch. 3. 14. & 2. 36. PI.

& Pf 103.1,2, & 107. 1,2, &
7.26. Luke, 1. 35. I 61 1.
xviii. xix. Ch. 2.23.
& 14.3. & 19. 8. & 26.26. & 28. 31. Eph. 6. 19, 20. Ezek. 2.6.

. 34y 40. & 19. 12, P Ch. 56.26, 3 Cor. 10.4, 5. Joel, 2. 28,

er. 34—37. 1)et. 3.8, 2Cur 1311

THE ACTS

Jer. 32,19,
. 6. ' Luke, xxii. xxiii.
™ Mas. 26. 24, §3. Luke, 22. 22. & 24. 25—27,41. Ch.2.23. & 3. 18. & 13.27=29.
If. s8. 1. 2 Thefl. 3. 1.
Ch. 2. 4.
" Rom.15. 19. Mat. 7. 29.

Cuar. 1V,

29 And now, Lord, behold their threaten-
ings: and grant unto thy fervants, that with
* all boldnefs they may fpeak thy word,

30 ° By firetching forth thine hand to heal 5
and that figns and wondcrs may be done by
the name of thy holy child Jefus.

31 % And when they had prayed, the place
P was fhaken where they were affembled toge-
ther; and they were all filled with the Holy
Ghoft, and they fpake the word of God with
boldnefs. -

32 * And the multitude of them that be-
lieved were of one heart and of one foul :
ncither faid any of them that ought of the
things which he poffefled was his own; but
they had all things common.

33 "And with great power gave the apoftles
! Pf, 2. y—3. with ver. 27—29. Mat. 16,13. k Heb.
Mat. xxvi. xxvii. Mark, xiv. xv. John,
2 Ch. 9. 27. & 13. 46.
9 Ch. 2. 22. & §. 612, 16. & 5. 132, 15. &

2 Ch. 2. 44—46. Ezck. 11.19. 1 Cor. 1. 70, Eph. 4. 3—6.
1 Theff 1. 5. 1 Cor. 2. 4. Ch. 1.8 & 2.28. & 5. 29.

teftimony, that Chrift was rifen from the dead, had it been
proved that the difciples had ftolen away his body ? An
infidel may, if he pleales, believe this; but let him ac-
count for it if he can.

Ver. 24. Lord, thou art God, &c.] The fenfe is, ¢ Lord,
¢« thou haft all power, and thy word is fulfilled. Men
¢ do rage againit thee, but their rage is in vain.”

Ver. 27, 28. Lor of a truth againft thy holy child Fefus,
&c.] We muflt here obferve, that the band of God moft
frequently in the Old Tefltament relates not fo much to
his power, as to his wildom, and providential difpenfa-
tions. So Job, xxvii. 11. [ awill teach you by the hand of God,
that is, by his wifdom, in his providential difpenfations.
Ecclel. ii. 24. That a man fbould enjoy good in his labour.
1%is alfs F faw, that it was from the hand of God : here
the kand of Ged, is his favour, or gracious providence. Sece
alfo, Ezra, vii. 9. viii. 18. 22. Neh. ii. 8. 18. The phrafe
being here joined with God’s counfel, and applied to what
was done by Pontius Pilate and the Roman foldiers, and
alfo by the Jews, toward the crucifixion of the holy Jefus,
o—to which a&ions fo highly dipleafing to God, his power
could not actually concur, or effetively incline them,—
we have great reafon here to prefer this import of the
phrafe before the other; and then the meaning of the
words will be, that Jetvs and Gentiles were aflembled to
accomplifh thofe fufterings of our Saviour for mankind,
which God had foretold, and by forctelling had determined
thould come to pafs, according to thofe words of St. Paul,
Aéts, xiil. 27. They that dwell at Ferufolemy and their rulers,
becanfe they knew kim not, nor yer the woices of the prophetsy—
bave fulfilled them, in condemning bim, fulfilling all that was
avritten of kimy ver. 29. As therefore St. Peter and St.
Paul, by calling the Jews to repentance for this fin in cru-

cifying the Lord of life, evidence that their fin was not
the lefs, becaufe they did by it fulfil the counfel of God’s
holy will and kind intentions to mankind, fo do they con-
fequently evidence, that God’s foreknowledge and deter-
mination of a thing future, does not impair the liberty of
men’s wills in the accomplifhment of it; as all the antient
fathers have declared in this particular. At the fame time
we fully grant, that it is grace alone which gives to man
the will or power to think, fpeak, or do any thing that is
od.
go_Ver. 29. That with all boldnefs, &c.] Compare Prov.
Xvi. 1.

Ver. 31. And awhen they kad prayed, &c.] God of old
teftified his acceptance of the facrifices or prayers of the
pious by fending down fire from heaven, or by appearing
after fome peculiar manner in the cloud of glory : but now
the token of acceptance was, that the houfe where they
were aflembled was again fhaken, and there was a fecond
effufion of the Holy Spirit, perhaps attended with the like
found, and with the like appearance of a glory, as there
had been at firft on the day of Pentecoft. It does not ap-
pear that they had by this fecond effufion any further
knowledge communicated; but they were hereby com-
forted after the difcouragements which they had met with
from the Sanhedrim ; and as they had prayed for fortitude,
and a power of working more miracles, their prayer was
heard, frefh courage infufed, and further miraculous
powers conferred, to aflift them in their work, and to en-
able them to procced cheerfully, amtl with an undaunted
fteadinefs and refolution.

Ver. 32. Of one heart and of one foul:] This is a pro-

. verbial expreflion for the moft intimate and endearing

friendfhip.
5 Ver.
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witnefs of the refurre@ion of the Lord Jefus:
and * great grace was upon them all.

34 * Neither was there any among them
that lacked : for as many as were pofleflors of
lands or houfes fold them, and brought the
prices of the things that were fold,

5 And laid #bem down at the apoftles’ feet:
and diftribution was made unto every man
' Jobn, 1. 16. Luks, 2. g2, Ch. 2.4, 47.

317. Loke, 12. 33, & 16.9. 1 Tim. 6. 19.
Prov. 11.24. 25. & 3. 9. Eccl 13.1,2.

1 Cor. 15. 10.

ACTS.

according as he had need.

36 And * Jofes, who by the apoftles was
furnamed Barnabas, (which is, being inter-
preted, The fon of confolation,) a Levite, and
of the country of Cyprus, '

37 Having land, * fold #, and brought the
money and laid i# at the apoftles’ feet. '

967

t Ver, 32, 37. Ch.2.45. & §.1—3. Mark, 10,21, James, 1 27. 1 John
® Not Mat. 13. §5. Mark, x’,. 40. 5 5 3 ’ J 7 Johay

* Mat. 19.29. Luke, 12.33. & 16, 9. 1 Tim. 6. 19.

Ver. 33. And with great pswer gave the apofiles, &c.]
The word 2aed/duy, rendered gave, fignifies the reftoring of
fomething which is given as a charge, or intrufted to an-
oher,  If it be taken in that fenfe here, it may fcrve to
iluftrate what is faid, ver. 20.  Several commentators
underftand the laft claufe of this verfe, of the grace or
favcur which they had among the people, on account of
their love, charity, zeal, and good conduct. Sce the note
onch. ii. 47.  Diodati explains the word xz¢is, ¢ by the
 blefing of God, and the good will of the pcople.”

Ver. 35. And laid them down, &c.] Orobio the Jew,
in his conference with Limborch, has meanly infinuated,
that it was no fmall advantage to poor filhermen to be
treafurers of fo confiderable a bank; and fome of our late
infidels have hence in a more indecent manner taken occa-
fion to afperfe the apoftles of our Lord, as if their condu&
was influenced by worldly motives, and temporal viewss
and as if they greatly advanced their circumitances in life
by turning apoftles. But their whole charaéter,—their
upright, gencrous, and difinterefted behaviour, their readi-
nefs to facrifice their lives for the fake of truth and the
welfare of mankind, fhew that they were far above falfify-
ing fuch a truft as this, for the fake of a little money.
Accordingly, they very willingly transferrcd the manage-
ment of this affair to other hands, ch. vi. 2, 3, &c. But we
cuzht to take the whole hiftory together; and then, be-
files the honourable teftimony given to them by St. Luke
W this verfe, namely, that they diffributed unto every man,.
of that charity, according as be had need ; we muft further
confider, that God continued to them the power of work-
ing numerous, aitonithing, and beneficent miracles 3 and
that he enabicd one of them to ftrike two of the members
of the church dead upon the fpot, for treachery and difli-
mulation, with refpect to this very charity. And can we
fuppofe that God would continue to' thew fuch peculiar
regard to men, who would embezzle part of a public
charity, or make a bad ufe of any part of it? It muft
riife in every honeft mind a juft indignation to fee fuch
urgencrous reflections thrown out againt the apoltles of
cur bleiizd Lord, who patiently cndured poverty and re-
proach, bunger and thirit, cold and nakednefs, bonds,
icourgings, and unprifonments, and, after all, a violent
deatiy, to promote truth and righteoufnefs on the earth.
Gue can hardly help fufpe@ing, that they themlelves are
men of extraordinarily bad hearts, who are fo ready. to
crarge others upon aii occafions with dithoneft defigns
azd corrupt views ; and it feems to intimate, what fome

men would have done upon the like occafion. Where is
the infidel to be found, who ever gave fuch proofs of
his honefty as the apoftles of our Lord have done! Men
of that ftamp, we know, have generally chofen to fall in
with the eftablifhed religion, and not to fuffer ahy thing
for their particular fentiments, how contrary foever to thofe
of profeffed Chriftians around them:

Ver. 36, 37. Fofesy—furnamed Barnabas,] Cenfidering
how common the names of Fofes and Fofeph were, there
feems no jult reafon to conclude, as fome have done, that
this was the Fo/ph mentioned ch. i. 23. nor does there
feem any reafon to conclude that this Jofes was called a
Jon of confolation, to exprefs the great confolation the bre-
thren received from the fale of his eftate. The name
feems rather to refer to his extraordinary abilities for the
minifterial work, and to thofe gifts of the Spirit, whereby
he was enabled bothto comfort and exbort ; for the word
wapaxncis implies both. See ch. xi. 23. As Barnabas
was a Levite, he could not have fold or alienated his pa-
ternal inheritance; (fee Lev. xxv. 34.) but the /and or
eftate here fpoken of might either have been fome bequeft
made by will, or fome purchafed land in Judea, to which
he might have a title till the next jubilee ; or perhaps fome
land in Cyprus: and we may fuppofe it mentioned either as
the firlt foreign eftate fold, or as of fome extraordinary
value..

biferences—~In the inftance before us in the former part’
of this chapter, we may obferve the natural but deteftable
eftets of a proud, bigoted, overbearing temper, even where
it feems leaft excufable. The Sadducees. themfelves,.
though they believed no future ftate of retribution, yet
perfecuted the apoftles as eagerly, as if they, like fome
other Jews, had expected to merit heaven by their feverity
to them. Compare John, xvi. 2.

On the other hand, it is delightful to obferve the zeal
and courage with which Peter and John defended the caufe
of their crucified Redeemer, even iu the prefence of thofe
by whom he had fo-lately been condemned. Thus can Cod
give power ts the freble, and increale the ffrength of them that
have no mivht, Ifai. x1. 29. ’

The teftimony which they bore is well worth our regard :
There is falvation in 1o other ; neither is there uny other name un-
der beaven given among meny wherely we muht be faved. O that
the ends of the earth might hear and reverence that name !
That millions to whom it is yet unknown, may learn to
build upon it all their hopes of falvation!. May we never

be

<
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CHAP V.

After that Ananias and Sapphira bis wife, for their bypecrify,

at Peter’s rébuke, had fallen down dead, and that the reft ¢

the apofiles had wrought many miracles, to the increafe of the
Jaith ; the apoflles avere again imprifoned, but delivered by an
angel ; bidding them to preach openly to all : avhen, after
their teaching accordingly in the temple, and before the council,
they were in danger of being killed; but through the advice
of Gamaliel, a great counfellor among the Fews, tl.eir lives
avere preferved under the providence of Gody and they avere
only beaten = for which they glorified Gody and ceafed no day

« Jrom preaching. :
{Anno Domini 33.]

)UT * a certain man named Ananias, with
Sapphira his wife, fold a poffeffion,

a g Tim. 2. 0. John, &. 70. Phil. 3. 19.
33. 2,27. &8. 44. Luke,22. 3. ¢ Or 0 deceive.

Pf. 94. 7. If.
14 Prov. 20. 25. Ver. 2, 4,9. Rom.3. 21,22,

f 2 Cor. 10. 6.

THE ACTS.

b Ch. 4. 37. Joth. 7. 1.

Cizar. V.

2 ® And kept back part of the price, his wife
alfo being privy /o it, and brought a certaia
part, and laid 7¢ at the apoftles’ feet.

3 But Peter faid, Ananias, why ¢ hath Satan
filled thine heart * to lie to the Holy Ghoft, and
to < keep back part of the price of the land 2

-4 Whiles it remained, was it not thine
own ! and after it was fold, was it not in thine
own power? why haft thou conceived this
thing in thine heart? thou haft not lied unto
men, but unto God.

§ And Ananias hearing thefe words fell
down, and gave up the ghoft: and * great fear

Mal. 3. 8,9. Rom. 3. 22. 1Tim. 6. 1. 2&Kings, ¢. g0. ¢ John,
29. 15. Hof. 11. 12, ¢ Num. 30. 2, Deut. #3. 21. Eccl. 5. 4 Pf. ge.
Numb. 14. 36, 38. Ves. 10. 8 Ch. 2. 43. Ver.a1. Pia1g. 120.

b

—

be athamed to own it, nor afraid to adhere to it! buat
fpeak of it with fuch a favour, and defend it with fuch a
zeal, that they who are round about us may take knowledge
of us, that we have been with Jefus, and trace the genuine
effe&ts of our intimate acquaintance with him.
Never was there an inftance of a more memorable com-
bat between the force of evidence and of prejudice 4 nor a
" more impudent attempt to bear down the caufe of unquef-
tionable truth by brutal violence, than that which this chap-
ter holds out to us. But great is the truth, and it will pre-
vail. May the minifters of the gofpel never want that
courage in the defence of it, which thefe holy men ex-
prefled ; but always judge it infinitely more reafonable,
more fafe, and more neccilary to obey God than man! Never
may we be athamed to profefs our reverence and love to
him, who is our fupreme ruler, and our moft bountiful
friend | and may be give us fuch an inward and heart-in-
fluencing fenfe of the worth and {weetnefs of his gofpel,
‘as may effeQually prevent our betraying or negleing it.
The prefent feafon was indeed the golden age of the
church; and it is impoffible to trace the memoirs of it,
if we love the caufe of Chrift, without a fecret com-
placency and cxultation of mind. How amiable and how
venerable do the apoftles and primitive converts appear in
the native fimplicity of the Chriftian chara&ter| And what
a glory did the grace and Spirit of God put upon them ;
far beyond all that human eftablithments, fplendid digni-
ties, or ample revenues, could ever give to thofe who have
fucceeded them ! while zhe multitude of them bad one heart
and one foul ; and each was ready to impart to his brethren
whatever he himfelf poffefled. How high a relith of plea-
fure muft they have received, and how muft their joys
have been multiplied by cach of their number!

Thus does divine grace, when once it powerfully enters -

into the heart, open it into fentiments of generofity and
love. Thus does it conquer that felfith temper which
reigns {o frequently in the minds of finful men, and makes
them like wild beafts, rather than like brethren to each
other. Providence does not indeed call us entirely 2o give

- up eur poffiffionsy or to introduce a commaunity of goods

among Chriftians, in circamftances fo different from thofe
which we have now been furveying. Yet furely it is al-
ways our duty, and will be our higheft intereit, to remems=
ber, that we are not original proprietors of what we poflefs,
but ffewards, who are to manage what is entrufted to our
care, for the honour of our great Mafter, and the good of
his family here on earth j oontinually ready to refign any
part, or cven the whole of it, whenever thefe important
ends fhall require fuch a refignation.

In the mean time, it behoves us frequently to /ift up ons
kearts to the great and ever blefled God, who bath made
heaven and earth, and the fea, and all that is in them, that
he would fupport and extend the progrefs of that gofpel in
the world, which he hath fo gracioufly began to plant.
Kings may ftill fet themfelves, and rulers take connfel againft
it; but he knows how to turn their counfels into foolifh-
nefs, and their rage into fhame. He hath anointed Jefus
his holy Son with the oil of gladnefs, and placed him on
his throne in heaven 3 and all the united malice and fur
of his enemies can do no more, than what fhall make part
of his wife and gracious fcheme for the government of his
faithful people. Let us then pray that he would give free-
dom of [peeck to all who are employed in pleading his caufe,
and that he will plentifully anoint them with the effufion
of his Spirit! Nor let the fgns and wonders which were
done by the name 5{ Jefus in former ages, fail to encourage
us in the hope, that he will never defert a fcheme which he
once fo illuftrioufly interpofed to eftablith; and, con-
fequently, let them animate us to exert ourfclves in its
fervice, whatever labours, threatenings, or dangers, may
meet us in our way.

RerrLecTIONs.—1ft, The fuccefs of the gofpel could
not but provoke Satan’s enmity ; and the inveterate ene.
mies of the name of Chrift cannot be expe€ied long to be
at reft.

1. The apoftles comtinued to teach the people, and, as
their grand fubje®, preached through Fefus the yefurrection

Jrom the dead. They both teftified the certainty of his re-
furrcCtion, and afirmed, that he was raifed up for this pur-
pofe,
3
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came on all them that heard thefe things.
6 And the young men arofe, wound him up,
and- carried J:m out, and buried bim.
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7 And it was about the fpace of three hours
after, when his wife, not knowing what was
done, came in.

pofe, to be the author of fpiritual and eternal life to all
his believing perfevering people, who fhould be raifed up
by him at the laft day, to a giorious immortality.

2. Multitudes of their hearers believed : five thoufand
converts were added to the church, notwithftanding the

enmity to which they faw their preachers expofed; fo -

mightly grew the word of God, and prevailed. Note ;
Where the gofpel meets with the greatelt oppofition, it is
ufually attended with the moft remarkuble fuccefs.

3. The priefts, the captain of the temple, who prefided
over the watches, and the Sadducees, grieved and vexed to
the heart, that the dotrine of Jefus, which they had taken
fuch pains to fupprefs, fhould now fpread with fuch amaz-
ing rapidity ; and that he whom they had ignominioufly
crucified, thould be exalted as the refurre€tion and the life,
as the author of all bleflednefs in time and etcrnity 5 rufhed
upon the apoftles fuddenly, feized them as criminals, and
committed them to fafe cuftody for the night, it being
eventide, that they might be brought belore the Sanhedrim
the next day. Note; They who preach Chrift faithfully,
muft prepare to fuffcr for him.

2dly, No fooner was the morning returned, than we
have,

1. The court aflembled to try the innocent prifoners;
but liztle juftice can be expected, when their judges are
known to be their avowed and inveterate enemics. ‘The
rulers, elders, and fcribes, the high-prieft Annas, who now
enjoyed that dignity, with Caiaphas, who had fat in the
chair the year preceding, with John and Alexander, per-
fons of diftinguithed note, and others of the high prieft’s
kindred, were all leagued againft two poor fithcrmen, to
try if their power could not intimidate, or their learning
confute, or their authority filence them.

2. The prifoners are arraipned.  They fet them in the
midfl, to anfwer before their judges the interrogatories
which they chofe to put to them, and haughtily demanded,
by avkat power, hum'.:n,_ divine, or dmbohcal;. or lry'-w.’:at
name, by virtue of whole authority, or by the iavocation of
what name, have ye done tlis? )

3. Peter, filled avith the Holy Gh:/4, enducd with fingular
boldnefs, and directed by the immediate influcnce of the
Spirit, according to Chrill’s promile, (Mark, xiii. 1 v.) faid
unto them refpectfully, addreiling thcm as rn:xgntrat;s and
men of rank, X rulers of the people, and elders of Ifracly if
awe be examined as criminuls, 145 day, of the geod decd done t2
the impotent man; and you demand inform;:tipn, by avhar
means fuch an act of mercy and power was performed, and
Le is made whole; we with pleafure app-ar to give you the
fulleft fatisfaction. Therelore, be it buswn unt. you ally and
to all the prc;lc’of Ifrael, whom i’t highly concerns, that 15}"
the rame, the precious, poweriuly all-prevaiiing name of

efus Corif of Nazarcth, whsm ye ba.ve treated .vx"'nh the
Z;ghcﬂ: contempt, and mo't igno:mmquﬂy (';'1:[//1:'//, but
wiom God raifid from the dead, difzppointing the impotent
malice of his murderers : even by biz, by this once detpited,
but now glorified Jefus, and by no power of our own, by

vor. L :

no magic charm, but by faith in him alone, d.t¢ this man

Sand bere before you whale.  This Jefus is the fone {poken of
Plalm cxviti. 22. ewhich was fct at neught of you, who by fta-
tion and oflice thould be buitders of God's 1piritual temple,
but ewhich is now exalted of God, and become the head of
the ccrnery by which the church of God is fupported and
knit together.  Neither is there falvation in any other ; there
is no fpiritual or cternal falvation out of him, by the deeds
of the law, or by any human power whatfoever; for tlere
is nene other name under heaven given among meny whereby we
muft be foved ; God having appointed him to be the oniy
Rcdeemer from fin, death, and hell 3 and all who believe
not_in him, muft therefore perifh everlaftingly. Nuse ;
(1.) Salvation is cvery finner’s great concern.  (2.) Of our-
felves we have nothing Lut mnifery, fin, and wrath, and have
no power of ourfelves by nature to heip ourlelves,  (3.)
Chrift alone can fave a finful foul, by the merit of his
blood, and by the operation of his divine Spirit.  (4.) God
freely offers him in the gofpel to the mifcrable, and invites
all men to believe on him to the faving of their fouls.
(5.) They mult inevitably and eternally perith, who neg-
le&t fo great a falvation, -

4. Such an anfwer quite confounded the court.  J¥/en
they faw the bolduefs of Peter and Fehn, their undaunted cou-
rage, their readinefs of fpeech, and powerful elocution;
and pesceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, had
been brought up at none of the public feminaries, at the
feet of none of their rabbins, nor had ever the leaft advan=
tages of education 3 they marvelled at the intrepidity, wif-
dom, and eloquence which uppzared in them ;5 and they took
kuowledse of them that they bad been wwith Fefus, in whofe
company they recoileted they had feen them formerly 5
and bekolding the man awhich was bealed flanding avith thewa,
who probably came ready to bear teftimony for them, and
to do honour to his benefaétors, to whatever danger it
might expofe him, they could fay nothing ogainft it ; the mi-
racle was too notorious to be contradicted. Nute; (1.)
In Chrift’s caufe, even before the greatelt, we may well
boldly ftand forth; he will bear us through. (2.) They
who have been with Jefus, will carry the marks of it vifibly
about them: like Mofcs on the mount, their faces will fhine,
and their holy and heavenly ccuverfation prociuim their
Mafter’s glory.

3dly, How to punifh thofe againlt whom they had no
charge to lay, they knew not; yet fain would they brand
.them, if pofiible, with fome mark of infamy.

1. In order to confult upon the cafe the more frecly,
they commanded the apollles to be led out of the council-
chariber, while they conferred among themfelves, [aying, what
Shall e do to thefe men ? our difliculties are greater than
ever 3 foi that indeed a notable miracle bath been done Ly thcin
is manyfl to all them thai dwell at Jerufalen, and we cannot
deny it ; fo that to attempt it, would but expofe our own
charalters: buty that it fprecd no further anong the pesple,
neither the fame of the miracle, nor ti.e do&rine of Chriit,
in confirmation of which it was wrought, /et ws fraitly

.6 N threaten
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8 And Pecter anfwered unto her, Tell me
whether ye fold the land for fo much ? and the
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faid, Yea, for fomuch, =~ :
9 Then Peter faid unto her, How is it that

threaten them, on pain of our higheft difpleafure, and at
the peril of fuffering the punifhment due to their contu-
macy, that they [peak henceforth to no man in this name.
"Chus they hope, by filencing the minifters, to fupprefs the
dotrines of the gofpel. And they called them, and com-
manded them not to [peak at ally nor teach in the name of Fefus;
breathing forth their impotent malice.  Note; (1.) The
enemies of the gofpel often join in clofe cabal how to fup-
prefs the growing progrefs of the truth ; but he who fitteth
on the heavens, laughs them to fcorn.  (2.) Many faith-
ful minifters of Jefus, for the truths which they have main-
tained, have met the frowns and threatenings of proud
prieils and prelates, who would fain intimidate and filence
then, that they fhould fpeak no more in the name of Jefus;
but they defpife their menaces ; they are prepared to fuffer,
but will not be filent.

2. The prifoners give in their anfwers ; they nceded no
premeditation to reply, and faid unto them, Whether it be
right in the fight of God, to kearten unto yu more than unto
God, fudge ye. Can it be poflible we thould be filent, when
acting under his exprefs injunétions ; or how can we thus
acquit ourfelves to our confciences, or mankind, for whofe
fake we preach this falvation of Jefus? Your commands

therefore beingincompatible with the fuperior obedience that-

we owe to God, canuot poflibly be obferved ; for we cannot
but [peak the things abhich ae have feen and heard ; a necef-
fity is laid upon us, and woe unto us if we preach not the
gofpel.  Note; (1.) Where the injunflions of men are
contrary to the word of God, we muft not hefitate a mo-
ment which we fhall obey. (2.) They who have experi-
mentally known the falvation which is in Jefus, and tafted
its fweetnefs, cannot but delight to fpread the favour of
his name, and to make all men, as far as their influence
reaches, know the grace which is in him,

3. Unable to fix the leaft accufation againft the apoftles,
they were compelled reluctantly to let them go, repeating
their former threatenings, to try if that would intimidate
them, and finding nothing how they maght punifb them, as they
earneftly withed to do—?&ecasf? of the pesple, who would
have rifen up again®t them for fuch a flagrant act of injuf-
tice ; for all men glerificd God for that which was done ; the
multitude in general were convinced that this was the fin-
ger of God, and could not but adore him who had enabled
thefe men to perform this a1 of power and mercy; for the
man avas above forty years oldy on awhom this miracl.e of healing
awas fbewed, and had been fo long known by the people,
that the cure was rendered thercby the more fingular and
altonithing. Note; (1.) God can put his reftraints upon
perfecutors, and prevent them, by various confiderations,
from doing all the mifchief to which they are inclined.
(2.) They who in old age are cured by the gofpel word,
arc more eminent monuments of divine mercy.

4thly, No fooner were the two apoftles difmiffed than,

1. They returned fo their own company, not athamed or
afraid to join them, notwithftanding all the threatenings of
the priefts; and reported all that the chief priefis and elders

~ bad faid unto themy and moft probably their reply. Note ;

We muft never defert the focicty of our brcthren. The
world has its end, if it can confine our religion to our
clofets, and prevent our open profeflion of it, by joining
thofe who appear on the Lord’s fide.

2. Wken they heard thaty they lifted up their woice ta God, in
prayer and praile, avith one accord, under the influence of
the Holy Ghott, fpeaking as if animated by one foul, and
Jaid, Lord thou art God, infinite in power, ewbich bafft made
heaven and earth, and the fra, and ail that in them is; the
great Creator and governor, in whofe hands are the hearts
of all men, and all events direted by thy providence and
under thy contreul s awho by the mouth of thy fervant David
baf faid, Why did the beatlen rage, and the pecple imagine vain
things, endcavouring to fupprefs the glorious gofpel of
Jefus ? The kings of the earth food up, and the rulers quvere
gathered together againft the Lurd, and againft bis Chriff.
And now this prophefy is eminently fulfilled 5 for of a trurd
againf? thy holy child Fefus, whom thou baff ancinted as the
true Mefliah promifed folong before, both Herod and Pontius
Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Ifrael, were gathered
together, conlpiring to deftroy the adorable Redeemer ; but,
in the execution of their barbarous and malicious defign,
thou didft overrule their wickednefs for to do whatfoever thy
hand and thy counfel determined before to be done, bringing to
thylelf the greateft glory, to the Redeemer the greateit
honour, and to loft fouls a free and full falvation. And
nowwy Lord, bebold their threatenings, reftrain and difappoint
their rage and malice ; and grant unto tiy fervants, that avath
all boldnefs they may [peak thy avord, openly and zealoufly
preaching thy gofpel, in nothing di‘mayed by their adver-
faries; and own them in their teltimony, by firetching fort
thin: hand to heal : and that figns and avonders may be done ty
the name of thy holy child Jejus ; by the authority derived
from this thy incarnate Son, and to the glory of his great
name. Nute; (i.) Inall our dangers, we fhould make ap-
plication to him who is able to help us. (2.) All the
wickednefs and wrath of man {hall turn to God’s praifc,
and the remainder of that wrath he will reftrain. (3-) The
fin of perfecutors is not the lefs malignant, becaufe God
overrules it to fubferve purpofes of his own glory. (4.)
God takes cognizance of all the malice of his people’s.
foes, and hears their threatenings ; therefore we need not
fear them.  (5.) They who are to preach the gofpel to a
gainfayig world, nced to be often fecretly looking up to
God for boldnefs, that they may not, through fear or fha me,
be unfaithful to men’s fouls. (6.) Tokens ¢f God’s blef-
fing and prefence with us, are comfortable encouragements
to us to perfevere, even through much tribulation.

3. Their prayer receives an immediate anfwer from
God.  When they had prayed, the plaze avss fhaken avbere they
were affembled together, as a fenfible token of the divine
prelence in the midit of them 5 and they awere all filled with
the Holy Ghofl, feeling a growing ardour in their fouls, ex-
periencing trefh meafures of ftrength, courage, and con-
folation communicated to them ; and they fpake the word of
God with boldnefs. Note; When God is for us, we need
neither fear nor gare who arc againft us.

: sthly,

AN
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ye have " agreed together to ' tempt the Spirit have buried thy hufband are at the door, and

of the Lord ? beliold, the fect of them which fhall carry thee out.

* Gen. 3. 6.

! Excd. 19. 2. Numb. 14. 22. Pf 78.18, §6."& 95. 8, 9.

~

1 Cor. 10. 9. Ver. 3, 4.

sthly, How beautiful is the fcene prefented to us in the
conclading paragraph of the chapter! how unlike the
{chifms and divifions which have fince unhappily rent the
church of Chrift!

1. Tke multitude of them that believed, vaft as the accef-
fions lately made had bcen, were of one heart, knit together
in love, united in fentunent, and fecmed as it were ac-
tuated by ore /3.

2. Wih great powser gave the ap-files aitnefs of the refur-
reclion of the Lord Jefus, proving the fa&t by inconteftable
evidence, and einforcing the truths conneted therewith,
confirming their teftimony with figns and wonders, and
preaching with the moft intrepid boldnefs and zeal the
glorious gofpcl committed to themy and great grace avas
upsn them ally the molt evident tokens of the divine favour
refted upon them; and the effcéls of it were an entire
contempt of the woild, and mott fervent love and charity
towards all men.

3. Tley had all things common, and none (aid that ought of
the things which be pijiJed, avas his own, but freely gave up
all for the general fervice 5 hence there was not any ameong
ttem that lacked, the pooreit being equally fupported out of
the common ftock, while the richer members of the church,
as many as were poffefis of lands or boufes, fold them, and
of their own accord freely browght the prices of the things
that aere fold, and laid them down at the apcflles feet, as
truftees tor the goods of the community 3 and diffributi:n
was made unto every man, by thefe faithful ftewards, accord-
ing as ke had need.  And Fifes, who by the apojiles aas fur-
namzd Barnabas (which is, being interpreted, the fon of confola-
tici), probably from the admirable faculty that he poficiled
of fpcaking peace to wounded confciences s a Levite, and
c{ the country of Cyprus, having land, cither in Judea or in

is own country, fo/d ity and brought the purchafe money,
which feems to huve been very contiderable, and laid it ot
tke apofflcs’ fect 5 a noble inttance of enlarged and di‘in-
terefted charity deferving a particular memorial.  Nate ;
(1.) What we have in the world is not our s1un, but God’s ;
and, whenever he is pleafed to call for it, thould be em-
ployed in his fervice. (2.) If we are not called now to
the fame exercife of charity as in tholc days cf the church’s
infancy, yet the rich muft remember that they are flill but
God’s almoners,and fhould approve thensfelvesfaithful tew-
ards of the gifts entrufted to them. (3.) Objects of real need
have a title to our rclief according to our ability, efpecially
thofe that are of the houfchold ot faith, (4.) One bright
example provokes the zeal of others; and none who thew
themfclves faithful to Jefus and his caufe, fhall be for-
gotten by him. :

CHAP V.

Ver. 1, 2. But a certain man, &c.] In Plalm cx. where
our Saviour is prophetically defcribed in the perfon of a
king advanced to the throne of divine majeity, glorious
and triumphant, it is faid, that bis people, in the day of bis
powery fbauld offer bim free-will-gfferings ; which alludes to

the Eaftern cuftom of bringing prefents to their kings on
their inauguration. ‘This prophefy was fulfilled in fome
fmall degree, in a temporal fenfe, as we find in the fore-
going chapter 3 when, after Chrift’s afcenfion into heaven,
and bis inauguration was proclaimed by the defcent of the
Holy Ghoft, they, who by bclieving in him acknowledged
Lim their king, dedicated their goods to his fervice, felimg
their lands, &c. and laying down the money at the apoftles”
feet, to be diflributed for the relief of the poor. But
the confecration of the heart to him, makes infinitely the
fupcrior fenfe of the prophefy. Among thofe who had
joined the church, there was one Ananias, who, as if he
huad intended to imitate the z=al and liberality of Bar-
nabas, fold a poffeflion of land for the fupply of this cha-
ritabie fund: but, after he had fold it, he confpired with
his wifc Sapphira privatcly to keep back part of the price,
and yet publicly to deliver in the remainder as the whole
price.  St. Peter, who had the gift of difcerning fpirits,
and probably received a diret revelation from heaven on
the prefent occafion, immediately detected this lying and
deccitful behaviour.

Ver.3. Why hith Satan filled thine heart, &c.] The
phrafe rendered fi/led thine beart, fignifies emboldened, as ap-
pears from the Scptuagint verfion of Efther, vii. 5. and
Ecclef. viii. 11. To lie 2o the Holy Ghof}, is exprefled, ver. 4.
by lying unto God, a plain proof that the Holy Ghott is
God. The verfe may be thus paraphrafed : ¢ But, upon
¢ this, the Holy Spirit, under whofe direion St. Peter*
¢ alted, immediately fuggefted to him the fraud, and the
¢ aweful manner in which the divine wifdom faw fit to
¢ animadvert upon it : in confequence of which inward
¢ fuggetlion, looking iternly upon him, he faid, O! Ana-
¢¢ nias, why hath Satan, through thine own wickednefs in
¢ yielding to his temptations, filled thine heart with fuch
¢ a degree of covetoufnefs, falfehood, folly, and prefumpe
¢ tion, that thou fhouldit audacioufly attempt to impofe
¢ on the tloly Spirit him{elf, under whofe fpecial direction
¢¢ we are; and to fecrete part of the price of the land
¢ which thou haflt {old, when thow pretendeft to have
¢ brought the whole ”

Ver. 4o Whiles it remaiied, was it not thine own, &c. ?F
That is, ¢ Before it was {old, was it not thine ? and being
¢ fold, wus not the meney paid thee, and in thine own
¢ power ?—Thou haft therefore no excufe for what thou
¢ haft doné;”’—for thete were two cafes, which might
have been plraded by Ananias, in excufe for his bringing
part of the price ; —if cither he had not been the whole
and fole proprictor of what Was fold, or had not received
the whole purchafe-money. As for the firll, it is a felf-
evident truth, that a man can fell no more than what be-
longs to him ; fo that if Ananias had been owner only of
a part, he could difpofe only of a part. Secondly, though,
he were the whole and fole proprictor of the land, and fo
had a right to fell it; yet, had not the whole purchafe-
money been received, he might ftill have been excufed for
bringing but a part. But Ananias could plead neither of

6N2 thefc
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10 *Then fell the down flraightway at his
feet, and yielded up the Gholt : and the yonng
men came in, and found her dead, and, carry-
ing Ler torth, buried ber by her huiband.
11 And great fear came upon all the church,

"k Ver. S. 1 Mark, 16. 17,:8.
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and upon as many as heard thefe things.

12 § ' And by the hands of the apoftles

were many figns and wonders wrought among
the people; (and * they were all with one ac-
cord in Solomon’s porch.

John, 14. 12, Ch.o2. 22 43 & 3. 6,7. & 3. 30 & 9. 37, 40 & 13 11 & 14 3, 8. &16.136. &19. 6, 514
moCn.2. 46, &3 11, & 4 32 Jobu, 10, 23.

thefe excufes; for St. Peter urges, ¢ While it remained
«¢ unfold, did it not remain thine ¢ or wert not thou owner
¢« and proprictor ? Ard when it was fold, was not the
¢ money it was foid for in thy pofitilion ?” The firlt words,
avhile it remained, &c. fhew that Ananias was not obliged
or forced to full his pofliilien, but might have retained it
if he pleafed 5 which plainly fhews, that contributing to
the -charitable fund, wes not a matter of neceffity, but
* purely voluntary. The whole verfe may be thus para-
purafed : ¢ While you had the eftate in your own poilef-

¢ fion, was it not a property which you might have kept,
<

¢ not the moncy at your own difpofal ? You were under
¢ no neceflity, either of felling it at 2il 5 or, afterwards,
¢ if you were minded to add any thing to the common
¢« ftock for the ufe of the church, you were at full liberty
¢« to put in, either a part, or the whole of the price, juft
¢« as you pleafed : Why then have you thus freely con-
<« fented to Satan’s temptation, who could not have forced
¢ you to it? You have herein been guilty of a molt
¢ abominable and aggravated lie, not to man only, but to
« the Holy Spirit him{clf, who, you krow, eminently
4¢ dwells and works in us, and who is truly and properly

_ ¢ the heart-fearching God, and will not be mocked ; but
« will feverely avenge the affront, in jealoufy for his own’
¢« glory, and to dcter others from any {uch further infults
¢« upon him to the corrupting of the church.”

Ver.§. And Ananias bearing thefe avords, &c.] This fe-
verity was not only righteous, confidering that complica-
tion of vain glory and covetoufnefs, of fraud and impiety,
which the aftion contained 3 but was wife and gracious,
both as it ferved to vindicate the honour of the blefled
Spirit, fo notorioufly affronted by this attempt to impofe
on thofe, who had been fo lately and eminently anointed
by his extraordinary effufion ; and farther, as it tended moft
elfuctually to deter any difhoneft perfons from joining the
Chriftians, merely for the fuke of a prefent alms, to which,
by a fraud like this, mary might on eafy terms have pur-
chafed a pretence, who would alfo, no doubt, have proved
a great fcandal 10 a profeflion taken up on fuch infamous
motives. (Comp. ver. 13.) This likewife was a very con-
vincing atteftation of the apoftles’ mof upright conduc? in the
management of the fums with which they were entrufted,
2nd indeed of their divine miflion in general; for none can
imagine, that St. Peter would have had the affurance to
pronounce, and much lefs the power to execute, fuch a
feutence as this, if he had been at the fame time guilty of
a much bafer fraud of the like kind, or had been beiying
the H:ly Ghsff in the whole of his pretenfions to be under
his miraculous influence and direCtion.

Ver. 6. And the young men arofe, &c.] They were per-

if you would ? Aud after you thought fit to fcll it, was

fons of an inferior rank, who were ufually employed in
this ofice. They ftripped, fwathed him,—owireirar,—and
afterwards carricd him to his grave. ‘The Jews now inter
their dead within twenty-four hours at fartheft from the
time of their death, and generally much fooner.

Ver. 11. dnd great fear came upon aily &c.] In the ftrik-
ing narrative before us, we have an example of the fe-
vereft temporal punifhment infliGted throughout the New
Teftament ; a punifhment inflicted by the apoftle, not out
of a {pirit of paflion, cruelty, or revenge, but by a pro-
phetic {pirit; not by the {fword of the magiftrate, or by
any power of his own, but by a miraculous and divine
power; punifhing a notorious lie, which was made to
tempt or try the Holy Spirit in the beginning of his pecu-
lar ccconomy or difpenfation. Thus was the dignity of
the Spirit of God vindicated, and the honour of the apof-
tles of our Lord maintained : for hereby it was plain, that
they had the fpirit of truth and of power, by which they
coul eafily detect and punifh the fpirit of falfehood ; and
that they made no pretenfions to the Spirit, in which that
Spirit would not bear them out. This was exercifing the
apoftolic rod : but we muft always remember, that the
power was that of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and that the
apoliles had only an impulfe of the Spirit upon their
minds, by which they were enabled to forctel fuch extra-
ordinary and divine judgments. Porphyry accufed St. Peter
as cruel, for inflicting this punifhment; to which the
ancients well anfwered: ¢ The apoftle did by no means
¢ pray for their deaths; but by the prophetic fpirit de-
¢ nounced the judgment of God upon them, that tie pu-
¢ nifhment of two perfons might be for the inftrulion of
“ many.” Indeed, fuch feverity in the beginning of
Chriftianity was highly proper, in order to prevent any
occafion for fimilar punifhments in future, Thus Cain,
the firft murderer, was molt fignaily punithed by the im-
mediate hand of God, as were Sodom and Gomorrah,
which, in the early ages, were diftinguifhed for their filthi-
nefs and abominaticns.  Thus, upon the erc@ing of God’s
temporal kingdom among the Jews, Nadab and Abihu
were ftruck dead for offcring ftrange fire before the Lord 3
and Korah and his company were fwallowed up alive by
the earth, for oppoling Molcs, the faithful minifter of the
Lozd 3 and laftly, Uzzah, for touching the ark, fell by as
fudden and remarkable a divine judgment, when the king-
dom was given to be eltablifhied in the houfe of David, to
tcach Irael a reverence for God and divine things. Nay,
in eftablifhing even human jaws, a fevere punifhment upon
the firft tranfgrflors often prevents the punithment of
others, who are dcterred from like attempts by the fuffer-
ing of the firft criminals. And the effet in the prefent
cafe was accordingly ; for a great dread and unufual awe

fell

-~
L]



THE

13 " Aad of the reft durlt no man join him-
{.If tothem: but the people magnified them.
14 ° And believers were the more added ta

Cuar. V.

the Lord, multtudes both of men and wo-

men ;)

15 Infomuch that they brought forth the
fick * into the fireets, and laid #bem on beds
and couches, that at the leaft * the fhadow of
Peter pafling by might overfhadow fome of
them.

16 There came alfo a multitude ont of the
cities round about unto Jerufalem, bringing
fick folks, and them which were vexcd with
unclean {pirits: and they were * healed every
one.

17 9 Then the high prich rofe up, and
all they that were with him, (which is the fect
cf the Sadducees,) and were filied with * in-
dignation,

18 * And laid their hands on the apoftles, and
put them in the common prifon,

19 “ But the angel of the Lord by night

* Jobn. 9. 22. & 1. 42. & 19. =8. or 1 Kings, 17. 18,

o(k 2. 41, 47. % :. 4. & 6. 7. 1. 45 24. Gal 3. 23, Ch.10. 34

Luke, 5. 8., 2 Sam 6. q.
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opened the prifon doors, and brought them
forth, and faid,

20 Go, ftand and fpeak in the temple to the
people * all'the words of this life.

21 And when they heard that, ’ they en-
tered into the temple early in the morning, and
taught. * But the high pricft came, and they
that were with him, and called the council to-
gether, and all the fenate of the children of
Ifrael, and fent to the prifon to have them
brought. ' )

22 But when the officers came, and found
them not in the prifon, they returned, and
told,

23 Saying, * The prifon truly found we °
fhut with all fafety, and the keepers ftanding
without before the doors: but when we had
opened, we found no man within.

24 Now when the high °prieft and ©the
captain of the temple and the chief priefts
heard thefe things, they “doubted of them
whereunto this would grow. g

18am. 6. 19,20. If g3. 14. Ch. 2. 41,47. &4 21, 33.

* Ot in ewery flreer. P Ch. 1g. 12. John, 14. 12. Mat. 9. 21. &

13, 16. 9 Mack,16. 17,18, & 6. 6. & 7. 37. Mar. 12. 15. & 14. 14 fChig I, * Orenvy. Job, 5. 2. Prov.27. 4. Eccl 4. 4.
iCh g 3. & 16. 23, 24. Mat. 1o, 17--22. & 13. 9. johan, 16. 2, 3. u Pf 34. 7. Ch. 12, 7==10. & 16. 25, 26. Heb. 1. 13. X Mark,
16. 15.  John, 12. 50. &6.63. & 37. 3. 1 John, 1. 1—73. Y Ch. 21 13. Jobn, 8. 2. % Ch. 4. 1, 5. John, 7. 48. Mat. 26. 3. & 27. 1, 5.
Ver 17, 280 2 Ver. 1g. ® Gr. pricfs. 2 Kings, 25. 18, ¢ Ch. 4. 1. Luke, 22.4,52. John, 18. 3. ¢ Ch. 4. 16, 244 Joho, 11.

47,48, & 12. 18,19,

fell upon all the Chriftian church; and not upon them
alone, but upon all others alfo who faw or heard of what
hod happened. We may jult remark, that this 1s the firft
place in which the word church is mentioned 3 and here is
a native fpecimen of a New Teftament church, called by
the gofpel, initiated by baptifm, animated by love, united
by holy and divine fellowthip, and difciplined by the ex-
emplary puniftment of hypocrites.

Ver.13. dnd of the refty, &c.] Lhat is, the people held
them in diftant admiration, and prefumed not, on any (alfe
prezence, to join them, if not truiy converted 3 which yet
it appears by the next verfe many were, who readily came
into a full and folemn profeilion of the goipel; as indeed
the late miracle was a plorious, though a dreadful demon-
firation of its truth. The word xeariofai, rendered join,
fignifies to afficiate or unite ith ; to adbere ot cleave to.

Ver. 15. 1hat at leaft the fbadow, &c.] The etiicacy of
St. Peter s {hadow in curing dittempers, is fo far from bz-
ing natoral, or likely to enter into the minds of any, that
nothing but the force of truth could have rendered it cre-
dible 3 and it muft have been experiecnce which firft gave
the idea of it. For the fick being expofed in the ftreets
where the apoftles pafied, that they might receive from
them a cure by their prayers and the impofition of hands,
they found that the fhadow of Peter had the facred power 3

and this unlooked-for experiment became afterwards a
means of their faith and expeétation. :

Ver. 17. The felt of the Sadducees,] The Sadducees, as
they denied the refurrection from the dead, and a future
ftate of rewards and punifhments, were the moft conftant
and impiacable encmies to Chriftianity. Grotius and
other commentators have concluded from this text, that
the high-prieft and his kindred were Sadducees.  Jofephus
alio affirms, that fome of the high-priefts were of this
&,

Ver. 20, All the avords of this life.] The awhole doflrine of
life.  Heylin—s¢ that glorious gofpel with which you are
¢ charged, on which the eternal life of man fo evidently
“ depends, and by which alone their final happinefs can
¢ be fecured.” See 2 Tim. i. 10. :

Ver. 21. Called the council—and all the fenate, &c.] The
wnsle Sanbedvin, and all the elders of Ifrael, wicay ©'v yepur
a.a..  Some render it the Sanbedrin, cven, or that is t fay,
the svbile fenate of the children of Ifrael.

Ver.24. They doubted of them, &c.) They avere in great
perplexity abiut the apofiiesy and awhat this matter might come
to. Heylin. It might be rendered more literally, Tiey
were in great doubt concerning them, (namely, Tsg 2oyag, theje
avords, ot this report,) what this could be—that is, whether
they had procured tacir liberty by corrupting the keepers,

or
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25 °'Then came one and told them, faying,
Behold, the men whom ye put in prifon are
ftanding in the temple, and teaching the
pecople. .

26 Then went the captain with the officers,
and brought them * without violence: for ® they
feared the people, left they fhould bhave been
ftoned.

27 And when they had brought them,
* they fct them before the council : and the high
pricft afked them, o

28 Saying, ' Did not we ftraitly command
you that ye thould not teach in this name ? and,
behold, ye have filled Jerufalem with your
doirine, and * intend to bring this man’s,
blood upon us.

29 4 Then Peter and the otber apoftles an-

¢ Ver. 20, 21. f Without binding them. Mat. 27. 3.
% Ch. 4. y. Mat. 0. 17. Mork,13. g. t Ch. 4. 18,21.
17. 1 Thefl. 2. 5,6, Deu.12. 32. & 5. 32.
o Pf 110.1. & 89. 27, 28. Heb. 2. 3—10. Phil. 2. g—11.
. 9Ch.5. 8. &2z. 32. & 10. 39y q1. John, ¥5.27.
7 54- & 13.45. Piov.27. 4,5 Jobn, 5. 2. .

THE ACTS.

€ Ch. 4. 21.

k Ch. 2. 21, 36. & 3. 13—15. & 4. 10.

m Ch. 2. 24—32,36. & 3. 13—15 & 13. 27—37. & 10. 3R=go0.

Eph. 1. 20—23.

P Joho, 15.26. & 16.7, 13, 14, & 14.10, 17, 26. Heb. 2. 4. 1 Pet. 1. 12,
FCh.22.3. &4 15 &23.9.

Cuap. V.

fwered and faid,'We ought to obey God
rather than men.

30 ® The God of our fathers raifed up Jefus,
whom ye flew and hanged on a tree.

31 " Him hath God exalted with his right
hand #0 be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give
repentance to lfrael, and forgivenefs of fins.

32 And °we are his witnefles of thefe
things ; and /o is allo * the Holy Ghoft, whom
God hath given to them that obey him.

33 Y When they heard 7bat, they * were cut
to the beart, and took counfel to {lay them.

34 Then ftood there up one in the council,
a Pharifee, named " Gamaliel, a do&or of the
law, had in reputation among all the people,
and commanded to put the apollles forthh a
little {pace;;

Mat. 14. 5. & 21.26. Luke, 20. 6,10. & 22. 2.
! Ch. 4. 1q.

P(. 76. 10. Ver. 13
Gal. 1. 10.
Ch. 2. 23, 36. & 3. 15, 26. & 1. 18. & 13. 38, 30.
Ch. 2. 4.

Luke, 24. 47.
L CL

or whether there might not be fomcthing miraculous in
the deliverance of perfons whom fuch extraordinary cir-
cumftances had attended.

Ver. 26. For they feared the people, &c.] This may feem

a furprizing change in the people, confidering the eager-.

nefs with which they demanded that Chrift fhould be cru-
cified: but if we confider that the commonr people, in
many cafes, judge without the fixed and inveterate preju-
dices which entangle the minds of their fuperiors; and
how much the beneficent and inconteftable miracles
wrought by the apoltles, muft have affeéted them, we fhall
be the lefs furprifed at fo great and fudden a change;
efpecially if it be confidered alfo, how vehemently they
longed to throw off the Roman yoke, and regain their
ancient liberty ; for which they ftill retained a paflionate
concern, notwithftanding they had been fo often difap-
pointed. From the many evident miracles worked in con-
firmation of our Lord’s refurrcétion and afcenfion, and
the ftrong proofs that there were of his being the Mefliah,
very probably they were ftil] ready to hope that he would
fome way or other bring about the deliverance which they
fo much expeéted and defived 5 and therefore they over-
awed their Expcriors from putiing the apoftles to death, or
doing them the harm which they would otherwife have
done them.

Ver. 28. This man's blood tpon us,] That is, the odium
and the guilt of it. Sce Matth. xxvii. 25.

Ver. 30. Whom ye flew and hanged on.a tree,]) Whom ye
erucified. Heylin.  Literally, Whom ye flew, hanging bim
on a tree.  See Deut. xxi. 23. Inltead of raifed up, fome
read hath raifed up.

Ver. 31. Him bath Ged exalted, &c.] * Even him has
¢ God not only raifed to life, but likewife, by a glorious

3

¢ operation of his almighty power, has exalted to the
¢ greateft dignity, honour, and univerfal dominion iun
s geavcn and earth, that he may live and reign on high,
¢¢ with all authority and grace, as a prince enthroned in

-¢¢ all the glory, majefty, and power of his kingdom, and

¢ as the only and all-fuflicient Saviour, able and willing
¢ to give to all that believe, inclulive of thofe very Jews
¢ that crucified him, tie mof neceflary and ineftimable
¢¢ bleflings, even repentance, by the divine operations of
¢ his Spirit; and the free and full pardon of all their
¢ trefpaffcs through faith in his blood.”

Ver. 32. And o ss—the Hely Gboft,]The teftimony arifing
from this miraculous communication of the Spirit to
Chriftians at that time, entirely removes the objection
from Chrift’s not appearing in public after his refurretion ;
for had there been any impofture, it certainly would have
been eafier of the two to have perfuaded prople at a dif-
tance that he had {o appeared to the Jewifh rulers, or even
to the multitude, and yet had been rejected, than that he
had given his fervants fuch extraordinary powers; fince,
had this aficrtion been falfe, every one might have been a
fufficient witnefs of its falfchood, without the trouble and
expence of a journey to Jerufalem, or any other diftant
place. Sce Ch.x. 41.

Ver. 33. They were cut to the hearty] The word Aueainze
exprefles the action of thofe, who, through rage, grate
with their teeth, as it were with a faw; from the word
wew, which fignifics 0 cut with a faw. Sece Ch. vii. §4.

Ver. 34. A Pharifee, named Gamaliel,] He is faid to have
been the fon of good old Simeon, mentioned Luke, ii. 25.
and was the perfon at whofe feet St. Paul was brought
up. He was a man in fo great eftcem among the Jews,
that Onkelos, the author of the 'L'argum, is faid to have

burned

Exod. 1.~
1Peter;2.24. & 1. 20, -
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35 And faid unto them, Ye men of Ifrael,

'take heed to yourfelves what ye intend to do
as touching thefe men.

36 For * before thefe days rofe up Theudas,
boafting himfelf to be fomebody ; to whom *a
number of men, about four hundred, joined
themfclves : who was flain ; and all, as many
as * obeyed him, were {catiered, and brought
to nought.

37 * After this man rofe up Judas of Galilce
in the days of the taxing, and drew away
much people after him: ’ he allo perifhed ;
and all, even as many as obeyed him, were

ACTS.

difperfled.
33 And now I fay unto you, * Refrain
from-thefe men, and let them alone: * for if

975

- this counfel or,this work be of men, it will

come to nought :

39 But ‘if it be of God, ye caanot over-
throw it; left haply ye be found even to fight
againft God. :

¢ 40 And to him they agreed: ° and when
they had called the apoftles, and beaten them,
they commanded that they thould not {peak in
the name of Jefus, and let them go,

41 § And they departed from the pre-

¢ 1Kings, 20. 22. s Kirgs, 6. 0. Mat, 10. 17. t Mat. 24. 11,24- Ch. %9 ¢ gl'ct.2. 2. 2 Thefll 2. 11, ® Or beficued. X Luke,
H BN RV N Y Ver. 36, Pl g.16. & 7. 16. Job, 200 5. z Ver. 35. Pf.76. 0. Ch. 23. 9. i Prov. 21. 30.  [.8. 10. Mat. 14,
13 & 21, 25, ® Mat. 16. 18, Luke, 21.1;. aUhr 3521, Rev.17.14. 1 Cor 1o25. Philo 128, Ch.2.41. & 4. 4,33 & 6.10. & 7. 51,
23 9. € Mat. 30. 17. &21. 35 &23.24. Luks, 200100 Maik, 32. 5. & 135. g Ch. 418,

burned fcventy pounds weight of perfumes at his funeral;
and the Jews have this faying concerning him, ¢ From
« the time that Rabbin Gamaliel the Old died, the honour
“ of the law failed, and purity and Pharif2ifm died.”

Ver. 36. Rofe up Theudas, boafting bimflf, &c.] Pretend-
ing to fomewbhat extraordinary. Heylin,  Theudas was a
very common name among the Jews ; the perfon therefore.
here mentioned moft probably was one among the many
leaders who, as Jofeplius informs us, took up arms in de-
fence of the public litertics, when the grand enrolment
and taxatton were made by Cyrenius, in the days of Ar-
chelaus : for that this was not the Thewdas mentioned by
Jofephus wnder the charaller of a falfz prophet (who drew
a great number of people after him, with a promife of
dividing Jordan before them, but was defeated, and be-
headed, moft of his followers being alto flain or imprifoned)
is plain from hence, that he appeared when Fadus was
procurator of Judea; that is, accordinz to the beft cal-
culations, at lealt ten years «fter this was fpoken. 'T'ne
Theudas here meationed feems to have been fupported by
{maller numbers than the fecond of that name: but, like
that fecond, he perithed in the attempt.  As his followcrs
were difperfed, and not flaughtered, like thofe of the fe-
cond Theudas, furvivors might not talk much of him, and
ITofephus might not think it worth his while to make a
particular mention of him, though his hifto-y might be
well known to Gamaliel, and the people of thofe times.
This account of Theudas renders ail the criticiims upon
thie beginning of the next verfe eutirely uleiefs. Jn 2be
days of the taxing might be read, In thife days of the taxa-
tien, ot enrolment; meaning thofe fame days, or at the fame
period of time, when Theudas appeared. The reader will
find in Jofephus’s 18th book of his Antiquities, an account
of Judas of Galilee. Sce alfo the notes on Matth. xxii.
16. xxiv. 3,4. Luke, ii. 2.

Ver. 37. And ali,—as many as obeyed him,] Dr. Lardner
has juftly obferved, that the word rendered difper/ed, by no
means implies that thefe men were deffroyed.  Gamaliel’s
reafon will for ever hold good again.t all perfecution and

intolerance.  See the note on Luke, xiii. 1, 2. We may
juft obferve, for the claffical reader, that there is in Ho-
mer’s lliad, E. 606. a line very fimilar to what Gamaliel
fays, ver. 39.

Eixere pndt Secis weveawiuey IPs palxiclar

The words /eff haply ate to be connelted with let them alone,
ver. 38. and all that comes between it to bz read in a pa-
renthcfis. ¢ This fpeech of Gamaliel fecms to me (fays
¢ Dr. Benfon,) to have been made, partly in oppofition to
¢ the Sadducees, partly out of policy, to fall in with the
¢ popular fentiments at that time concerning the apoftles,
¢ that the people might fill keep up their veneration for
¢ him and for the other leading men among the Pharifecs.
¢« But he feems to have fpoken after that manner chiefly
¢ from an expeltation of a temporal deliverance, and a
¢ ftrong defire to fee it accomplithed by the apoftics of
¢ Jefus, rather than not at all.”—With what principle
or view foever Gamalicl made it, his fpeech had fo
good an efiect upon the Sanhedrim, that, inftcad of putting
the twelve apoltles to death, they called them in, and
only ordered them to be fcourged. ¢ This, ({ays the Doc-
¢ tor,) I fuppole, was the iniliding upon them what St.
« DPuul calleth the Srey flripes fave onc, 2 Cor. xi. 24.  For
¢¢ the Romans did then allow the Jews to make ufe of that
¢ punifhmeat as they thought proper.”

Ver. 4x. Rejoicing, &c.] 'L'he punifhment ordered by
tae Sanhedrim, fome fuppofe, was iaflited in fome open
market-place, whereby the fufferers were expofed ; and
thercfore it is faid, fays Dr. Lardner, that they rejoiced that
they avere csunted avorthy to fuffer fhame.  But in ver. go. the
apoflles arc reprefented as called in, and éeaten with rods 3
or frourged before the Sanhedrim 5 and then, in this ver(e,
as departing from the Saahedrim, rejoicing that they avere
counted aerthy to be expofed to infiy Jor the fute of bis name.
If they were fcourged in the prefence of the Sanhedrim,
that was certainly being expofed before the higheft and mott
venerable court among the Jews, and fuffering great in-
famy in the elteem of the whole nation. We may ob-

ferve,

@~ n &
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fence of the council, ‘ rejoicing that they
were counted worthy to fuffer fhame for his
name. '

" dCh. 15 25. Mat. 5. ro—12. Rom. 5. 3. Jam. 1. 2. 1Peter, 4. 13. & 1. 6. 2 Cor. 6. 10. & 12. 10. Phil 1.29. Heb. 10. 34.

9s1u. Ch. 2. 47 46. Ver. 12. Luke, 21. 37. & 22. 3.

THE ACTS.

Cuap. V. §

42 ° And daily in the temple, and in every
houfe, they ceafed not to teach and preach -
Jefus Chrift, g
€ Gil g, .

E

ferve, that the corrupt and perfecuting world begins with
maocking, ch. ii. 13. thence proceeds to cav:lling, ch. iv. 7. to
threats, ver. 17. to imprifoning, ch. v. 18. to blows, ver. go.
w flaughter, ch. vii. §8. A fure mark of the truth is joy
in afflittion, fuch as is true, decp, and pure.

Ver. 42. Aud in every boufe,] Kat’ oivoy, ia the houfe
where their upper-room was.  Scc on ch. ii. 46.

Inferences.—Who can behold, without humble reverence,
the aweful inftance of the divine feverity recorded in this
chapter, fo well calculated to .imprefs the minds of ‘thefe
new converts, and to prevent any of thofe frauds, which
the charity of thofe who were moft zealous in their pro-
feflion, might have occafioned in fome others. Hence
we may learn how hatcful falfehood is to the God of
truth, and how ftri¢tly cautious we fhould be to avoid it;
not only thunning every direé? lie, but the taking undue
advantage from any ambiguities of expreflion; and, in a
word, all recourfe to the arts of equivocation and infin-
cerity. God is a_fwift witnefs againft every one who loveth
or maketh a lie; and he only knows how foon fuch trea-
cherous lips as thofe here before us, may be fealed up in
eternal filence. )

How miferably does Satan delude the heart which he

once fills! But how peculiarly fatal is the delufion, when
he leads men to fins which elpecially affront the Hory
SririT oF Gop !—that Spirit who refted on the apoftles,
and taught them to dilcover hidden things of darknefs, fo
that they who zempted him, fell in the attempt, and be-
came a fign. O may integrity and uprightnefs ever preferve
us! (Pf. xxv. 21.) and while we avoid all the kinds and

arts of diflimulation, let us peculiarly deteft thofe which

would offer a double infult to the God of heaven, by
taking their drefs from the religion which his own Son
hath planted.

The church is never more happy than when the fons of
falfechood are deterred from intruding into it. If its mem-
bers are lefs nurnerous, it is a fufficient balance that it is
more pure. We fee in this chapter what fingular miracles
avere done by the apyfHles,—miracles equal, and, in fome re-
fpets, (as it appcars by thefe inftances, and in perfe&
accomplifhment of our Lord’s own exprefs prediclion,
John, xiv. 12.) fuperior to thole which Chrift performed in
the days of his miniftration here below. When will the
happy time come, in which men fhall exprefs as great a
eoncern for their [ouls, as they here did for their bodics?
‘When fhall the ftrects and afiemblies be filled with thofe,
who, from a fenfe of their fpiritual maladies, thall apply
to the minifters of Chrift for healing ?—Let it always be re-
membered, that whatever #bsy do for this happy purpofe,
it is indecd their Majfer who does it by them, and that all
their molt afliduous applications, feparate frem his ble/fing,
can cticct no more than the fadow of Peter would have done,

if the power of Chriff had not wrought on thofe over whom
it patfed. . .
Which fhall we furvey with the greater furprize, the -
continued courage of the apoftles, or the continued malice of -
their perfecutors ? Again they feize them ; again they im-
prifon them; but how vainly do thefe feeble worms, amidit *
all the pride of dignity and power, oppofe the counfels of *
Omnipotence ! ' : +
The angel of the Lord opens the door of their prifon, and leads
forth his faithful fervants to renewed liberty,—an office
which this celeitial Spirit could not but perform with de.
light; as it was no doubt with unutterable plcafure that he -.:
gave them their errand to go and publith with undaunted =
treedom and zeal the aords of this life, of this gofpel, which :i
enlivens dead fouls, and points out the road to a happy im-
mortality. O that the folly of too many of thofe who u:
heard it, and who ftill hear it, had never converted it into
a favour of death ! )
- Yet behold, the council renew the attack! -‘The fame u:
madnefs which inftigated the Jews to feize Jefus, when
they had been ftruck to the ground by his miraculous
power, (John, xviii. 6.) now animates thefe wretches to *
continue the deftru&tion of perfons, whom God himfelf :
had jult before refcued from their hands: as they had .,
formerly plotted that of Lazarus, (John, xii. 10.) who had -
by a yet more aftonithing wonder been recalled from the -
grave. To what fatal extravagances will not prejudice .-
hurry the mind ¢ Againft what convincing evidence will -,
it not harden it ? - i .
Ye fball be brought before councils for my fake, fays our Lord, .-
and t fhall be for a toflimony againfl themn, Matth. x. 18. -
And fuch was this repcated admonition, which thefe holy -
prifoners, then at the bar, gave to the Fudzes of Ifrael. Still |
they urge the divine authority of their miffion; ftill they .
proclaim Hins as Head of the church and world, whom -
thefe very men had fo lately crucified in*fo outrageous and
contemptuous a manner. ‘They point to Him, whom thefe
priefts and rulers had infulted on the crofs, as nore exalted
at the right hand of God ; and urge them to feek repentance .
and remiffin of fins from Him, to whom thcy had deried
the moft common juftice duz to the meaneit of men.
Thoufands of the people had fallen under this charge;
and Fefus the Prince had taken them under his protc&ion:
efus the Saviour had wafhed them in his blood. But,
through what is too frequently the fatal prerogative of
greatnefs, thefe princes of Ifracl had hearts too high for the
dilcipline of wifdom, and were enraged againff thefe humble .-
minifters of the Son of God, who neverthelefs addreflid ©
them with all the refpe& which fidelity would ailow, and
could gladly have poured forth their blood for the fafva- "
tion of thote who fo cruelly thirfted for it. They gnafbed -
on thefe faithful ambafludors avith their tecth, as if they
would have devoured them alive; aad jaftly will grafling
: s
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Tir apofiles defixons ta bave the peor vegardvd fir their bedily
[fuflenance, as alfs carcful themfelves to dijpenfe the word of
God, the fiod of the fouly appoint the ofice of deaconfbip to
feven chofen men & of whom Stepheny @ man full of faith and
of the Hely GEsfl, 15 one: awko is taken of thsfe whom he

eonfaunded indifputing, and after folfely a:af/i'd.qf blufphemy

sgainf the law and the temple.

{Anno Domini 3.3

\ ND in thofe days, * when the number
of the difciples was multiplied, there
* Exod. 1. 12.

who lived among the Grerks, and fprke the Greek tongue.
19.17. aCor.g.16. aTim.2.4. Ch 3. 35

TIHE ACTS

Mat. 13. 91, 12. Pl 72 16. Ch. 2. 41, 45,47. & 4. 4, 74. & 5. 11,283 Ver. p,
Ch. 9. 29. & 1¥. z0.
f Peut.1.13. Ch. 16. 2. & 14.23. & 1.21. 1 Tim. 3. 7. Ver. 8

o7y

* arofe a murmuring of the ° Crecians againft
the Hebrews, ¢ becaufe their widows wera
negleCted in the daily miniftration.

2 Then the twelve called the multitude of
the diflciples unto #hem, and faid, °It is not
reafon that we thould leave the word of God,
and ferve tables.

3 Wherefore, brethren, ' look ye out among
you feven men of honeft report, full of the
Holy Ghoft and wifdom, whom we may ap-
point over this bufinefs. '

% 5y Cor. 1. 10. Heb. 15. 7,

¢ Jews
3 Tim. §. 3e=5,16. Ch. 4. 35¢

9 James, 1. 27. ¥ Exod,

o terth be the eternal portion of b/, who thus outra.
geoully rejeled the counfel of Gad againfl themfelves.

But God rzifed up a guardian for the apolilles, where
pethaps they leaft expeted it 5 and the prudence of Gama-
&el, for a while, checks the fury of his brethren. Gamaliel
had attentively obferved former events; which is indeed the
way to learn the fureft leffons of wifdom that are to be
learned any where, except from the word of God. He
tad feen fome ruined by their feditious zeal ;—and let thofe
who call themfelves Chriftians, take heed how they rafhly
rife up againft legal authority, lef? taking the fword, they
perifp by it. Judicioully does he admonifh the council, to
take heed left they be found fighters againft God. May
divine Grace ever guard us from that fatal error into which
zll who oppofe the gofpel, whatever they may imagine,
affuredly fail. They cannot indeed abolifh it, but they
d:fh themfclves in pieces agdinft iv: Be wife thercfore, O ye
Lngzs ; be infirulled, ye judges of the earth !

For reafons of ftate the apyfles were to be frourged,

thongh their judges were inwardly convinced, that it was
‘at leatt pofiible their meffage might be divine. Deliver us,
0 Lord, from that policy which leads men to imagine any
el fo great, as that which may offend thee! The punith-
ment which thefe excellent men fuffered, was infamous 3
but the caufe in which they endured ir, rendered it glo-
rious! Nor could thofe ftripes be half fo painful to their
ficth, as an opportunity of thus approving their fidelity ta
their Lord, was delightful to their pious fouls. Well
might they triumph in bearing the feourge for Him, who
tore the crofs, and died on ir, for them. Let #s arm our-
felves with the fame mind, if, in a feverer ienfe than this,
we fhould be called for his fuke to s¢/i? even unto blocd.

RerLecTions.—1{, The purelt focicties on this fide
heaven have fome hypocrites. ‘

1. Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, willing to ap-
pear among the foremoft of the difinterefted difciples
of Jefus, fold a pofitflion, and publicly brought a part of
the money, which they would infinuate was the whole 3
and lzid it at the apofiles’ feet, while their covetous hearts
feeretly referved a part, and ftill halted between God and
Mammon ; though they defre ] to make a fair fhow in the
fcfh, and thought to impofe upon the apoilles. Nite ;.

For. L : .

!

Hypocrites may go far in appearances, and forego for a
while fome temporal advantage, or endure lofs; but their
heart is not right with God, and thercfore there is ftill a
teferve made, which ferves to make them more eminently
miierable, parting with many of the comforts of this world,
and yet having no portion in a better. ,
2. Peter, who knew by divine revelation the falfehood
of this pretended difciple, faid unto him, )y hath Satan
Jilled thy keart with fuch covetoulnefs and falfchood, o lie
to the Hsly Ghoff ; cither to think thus to impofe upon the
apoftles, who were endued with the difcernment of fpirits
by the Iely Ghoft; or by pretending to act under his ima
pulfc and influence, when in fa& he was under the {pirit
of the devil 3 and to keep back part of the price, though intie
mating that the land was parted with for pious purpofts,
and devoted to the fervice of the church.  WWhile it rew
wsined, was it not thine owwn ? and after it was [/, was it
uat in thine cavn power ? both the fale and furrender of the
price being a voluntary aét, and none were compelled to
do cither, but were left to their own pious zeal 2 1#by baft
thou conceived this thing in thine beart 2 and harboured the
fuggeflion of Satan to coutrive fo bafe a deed ? thou by
ot lied unto men, but unts God, to that eternal Spirit which
refided in the apolitles, who fearcheth the hearts of all men,
and fram whom nothing is hid, nothing is fecret. Note ; (1.}
Nothing betrays perfons more frequeatly into the fin of
lying, than the affe€tation of appearing high in others
efteem.  (2.) They who conceive frifehood in their bearts, are
filled with Satan; a lying {pirit 1s one of his {trongeft re-
femblances. (3.) The floly Ghoft is God omnifcient.
Let thofe whom pride, worldly-mindednefs, or a mainte-
nance, drives into, the miniftry, take heed how they pre-
fume to declare that they are inwardly moved by him, lett,
like Ananias and Sapphira, their lie bz detefled, if not here,
yet hereafter, to their everlafting confufion. »
3. Behald a fearful example of divine vengeancel No
fooner had Deter fpoken, than Ananias fel// dowwn, and gave
up the ghoyft, ftruck hy an invifible band, as the juft punifh-
ment of his wickednels, and to make an example ta deter,
others-from fuch impious hypecrify. dnd great fear came
an all them that heard thefe thinzs: it imprefled an awe
upon the minds of thofe who had jained themfelves to the
church, and ferved to keep ofi’ trom the fociety of the
) ’ 0 . apolics,
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4 ® But we will give ourlelves continually
to prayer, and to the miniflry of the word.

32 Tim. 4. 2. g Cor. g. 16. & 4.2.

8 3 Tiov. 4. 33—16.

THE ACTS

CE. 2. 42. & 20318

Cuap. VL |
§ I And thie faying pleafed the whole mul- !

titude: and they chofe * Stephen, a man full '

B Ch. vii. & 22.20. & 11.24.

s =

apoltles, thofe who would have been fpots in their af-
. {embly.

" 4. 'The young men prefent, removed the corpfe, wrapped
it in grave-clothes, and buried i

5. Sapphira, the wife of Anai.2s, who was privy to his
fallekood, but ignorant of what had paffed, about three hours
alter joined the aflembly ; and, being required of St. Peter
to anfwer if they had fold the land {or fo much, {he, with-
out hetitation, ailinned the tie, foolifhly prefuming that none
could difprove it. Iler deom thereiore is proiicunced 5
being the parmer of her huthand’s fin, the fhares his punith-
went,  Lser foid unts ber, Fow is it that ye hawe azredd
togcther ts tenpt the Spivit of the Lord? hLow altonithing is
your flupidity, s well as monftrous your wickednefs, to at-
temp: inipofing upen the omniftient God ? bebold the fuct
of thern ackich lave buried thy kiyjband, are at the dosry and fhail
carry thee out,  Inftantly, death-ftruck, fhe fell at his feet,

- and they carried ber out, and buried her with Ler hulband;
whilit all the church were filled with reverence and godly
fear at that Jealous God, who thus appeared the avenper
of fulfehood ar.d hypocrify; and all others, that heard thefe
judgments, were afraid of provoking or tempting the
apolitles, whofe very word feemed clothed with death.
Nete ; (1.) It is truly gricvous, when near relations ferve
to encourage each other in iniquity. (2.) God, thouy!
patient under numberlefs provocations, is plealed to make
fome finners monuments of his vengeance, that men may
hear and fear, and do no mere wickedly.

2dly, We are told,

1. Of the many and great miracles performed by the
apoltles, in proof of their divine million ; and fo much were
the people in general convinced of the mighty powers which
they poilefled, that they brought forth the fick in beds and
couches, and laid them in the {treets, that at leaft the fhadsw

- of Petcr pafling by, might overfhadorv fome of them, perluaded
that this would be effe@ual to work a cure: and from the
country vaft multitudes of patients, fick, and vexed with
unclean fpirits, were brought to them, and they awere Lealed
every ene ; none being reje€ted who made application to
them. ,

2. Of the vaft veneration in which the apoftles were
held.  Tihey were all with cue accord in Solemon’s porch, ap-
pearing and teaching publicly in the temple with the great-
eft unanimity among themfelves : and of thereff durf? ito man
join bimfelf to them ; nonc durft make a hypocritical pro-
feflion of Chriftianity, who were not confcious of the fim-
plicity of their hearts, being terrified with the doom of
Anaunias and Sapphira: but the people magnified them, hdd
them in the higheft veneration, and fpoke of them with
the greateft efteem, bcholiding the wonders which they
wrought, and the prefence and power of God evident in
the midft of them. : ’

3. Of the vaft acceflion of converts made to the church.
Believers avere the miore added to ths Leord, and made open
profe(ion of their faith in Chrilt, multitudes both of mien and
wemen ; fo mightily grew the word of God and increafed.

N

3dly, It cannot be fuppofed that the inveterate enemies -
of the golpel would long be quict, or Satan relt when his
kingdom was falling to ruins before the gofpel word.

1. The apofiles are fuized and imprifoned. The hand !
of the high-pricft was firt in this tranfgreflion, fupported
by the Sadduccan f{e, who could not endure the tefti-
mouny borne to the refurrection of Jelus, which radically !
flruck at all their tensts: exafp:rated to fury, they could
con*ain no Jonger, and, with lawlefs violence, laid hands
on them; and, to put the greater difgrace upon them,
dragged them to the common prifon among the vileft mule-
factors.  Note; (1.) The fuccefs of the gofpel is a vexa-
tion to wicked men, and, when they have power in their
hands, the difciples of Jefus will feel their oppreflion.
(2.) It is Satow’s artifice, by endeavouring to make the
minifters of Chriit defpicuble, to  prejudice the people
againdt them.

2. The Lord miraculoufly delivers his fervants, by the:
hand of an anzcl, from their confinement. The com-
mitme;t was illegaly thorefore the great Judge of all
fends Lis mefienger to difcharize them honourably : and,
by h?.s power opening the prifon doors, he faid, Gs, fund
and jpeak inthe teipley o the pespley all the words of this life
not the leatt intimidated by all the malice of their inve.
terate foes, but in their very ears, in the temple, the moft

public piace, muft they declare the life giving truths of ti.e

goipel word, and the oitenfive doCrines of arifen Redeemer.

sie ; (1.) God can make the moft lonelome prifon a pa-
radife of delights, when he manifefts his prefence there.
(2.) They who are putin trult with the goipel, muft 1no¢
fhun to declare, in the moft public manner, the whole
counfel of God, however oftenfive it may prove, and what-
ever may be the confequence to themfeives,

3. Without dc]ny they obey ihe beaven!y command, and
carly, as foon as the temple dpors were open, they went
thither, and boldly tauzht as before, fearlefs of any con-
fequences.  Notey; When duty calls, no danger muft
deter us.

4. An extraerdinary council was affembled by the high-~
pricil and his abettors, confifting not only of the Sinle.
drim, but of all the fenate of the children of ljrael. Aud now
ready to proceed to trialy the prifoners are commanded to’
be bronght_ forth; when, big with expeCtations of their
appearing in chains before them, they are aftonifhed with
the report of their officers, that the prifon was fafe as.
they left it, and the guards upon duty, but none of the
prifoners, whom they had committed thither, were to be
found. Such an account threw them into the greateit per-
plexity 3 they knew not what courfe to take, and bewan to
be under terrible apprehenfions avhereunto this qvould Eraw :
when, to their greater confufion, tidings are brought thcm.
that the men whom t}}ey fought, and had the evening bc:.
fore committed to prifon, were preaching openly in the
temple, in defiance of all their menaces,  Nite ; (1.) They
who fight againtt God, muft needs involve themfelves in
many troubles. - (2.) 'The Lord can deliver his people out

of

|
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of faith and of the Ioly Ghoft, and‘ Philip,
and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon,

f¢ch 8.,
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and Parmenas, and Nicolas a profelyte of

Antioch:

26, & 21. 8.

of 21) their trials, in fpite of the malice of their moft en-
yenemied perfecutors.

4thly, We have,

1. The peaceable fubmiflion of the apoftlss to the offi-
cers who came to feize them a fecond time in the tempie,
but who dared not ufe violence, for fear left the people
fuould have rifen upon them, who held in juft vencration the
character of the apoflles. The captain of the temple there-
fore, with his attendants, fpoke them fair; and they, not
unwilling nor alraid to appear before the council, cone
fcnted to go with them.

2. 'The infolent reprimand given them by the high-

pricit, for daring to difobey the charge given them. Did
nct we firaitly ccommand you, that ye Jlould not teach in this
ame 2 and you have treated our orders with contempt;
asd beboldy ye Fave filled Ferufalem wiih your doclrine, moft
eteitzble and pernicious as itis; and intend to bring this
man's blsed upon us, both to cxpole us to the people, and
L.y the guiit of it at our doors, as if we had murdered an
innocent man, and one whom you cry up fo highly. Dut
kad not the apoftles told them before, they muft obey Ged
rzther than man? and had they not themlelves invoked the
biood of Jefus upon them, when Pilate would have let iim
go? Why then fhould they be angry ?

3. The apoftles boldly replied, 17 ¢ ought to cbcy Cod rather
tham men ; and, far from foftening any of the truths they
¢iclared, or the accufations they brought againft them as
the murderers of the Son of God, to their faces they dore
declare it, and charpe this atrocious deed on their confei-
ences.  1he God of our fatkers raifed up Ftfas, teflifvirg
Lis highett approbation of him, awbim ye flew ard harged cn
a tree, with the moft impicus cruelty wnd injultices Aia
Fath God exalted awith bis right Fand to athroue of glory in
the heavens, fo be a Prirce and a Saviows to Lis faithiul [aints,
1: gize veportance Lo Ijracl, am[farg:".'r:':.ﬁ of fins, fredly af’fi
fuiy pardoning the tranfgreilions of ail woo. by true f.m.:x
¢5en uato him, and woerking that converiion and faith in
ticit bearts by the power of his grace. o sveare Lis
5 of thefe things, appointed by him, and fpeaking vith
the e ateit aflurance the tuthsthat we moft certinly know;
i [ is alfs the Hely Ghety wksm Ced Feck piven to ti:f2 tiat
'.“;Jf‘inz, who, in wll his miraculous gitts, 4s weil as l‘v :fu:
mi’,'(.:y encrzy of bis golp:l on our own liaris, and the
heoarts of others, atteils the nuths which we declare.
Nite ; (1.) Chriit, as a Saviour, offurs the free ard fuil re-
miffion of thzir fins, be they never fo many, great, or ag-
cravated, to thofe who fly o him as their refuge. (2.) 'fhc
promiﬁs of pirdon are e great motives of .e\'an;;:.:ucsnl
r-pentance. (32) All v o embrace Jefus as therr t?awcgr,
sab-ait to him as their Vrince s thev who would reign acith
Lim, muit be ruled éy .ine (4.) Byx'mvs. all the great ‘and
gloricus external eviaences or Cortranity, every (_;bcdwnt
beiiover has the inicrnal witnels of thee Cpuirin bis heart,
which is to him imtead of a thoutlind 1w uments,

4. Wien they beard 1.5.?.:,'1:51‘ 2rc:ﬁ:n !'ur;n_::rtirg to the Sa-
viour, and frehing theienidion ot fins w. co hie 15 exalied

il
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to give, they avere cut to the heart ; malice, indignation, and
rage, burned in their bofoms; and inftantly they took counfel
t> flay them, refolving to rid themfelves at once of their
troublers, and murder them togsther. Note; The bofom
of the wicked, when triumphant in iniquity, is a prefent
hell 5 whilit, even in their fuflzrings for rightcoufnels’ fake,
the faithful feel their heaven begun.

5. To check the fury of thele zealots, Gamaliel, 2 man
of more moderate counfels, arofe. He was a Pharific, @
duftor of laqw by profeflion 3 and his high reputation among
the people gave him weight and influence in the affembly.
He commanded to put the apeflles forth a little fpace, that hé
might {pzak more freely.  Whereupon addreliing his bre-
thren, (r1.) He advifes them not to a& toorathly.  XYe mesnt
of Ifvaely toke beed ta yourfelves, avhat ye intend to do as toucking
tlefe men, left by fome haily refolution, you bring guilt upon
your fouls, and provokc God’s difpleafure. (2.) He
inftarces in the ruin of fome late rebels, who foon camie to
nothing ; which would now be the cafe with thefe man,
if the matter was a mere human contrivance. Theudas
and Judas had arifen, and colle€ted a number of foliowers ;
but both were quickiy deftroyed, their followers difperfed,
and their attempts aboriive : and thev miglt reafonably ex-
pect that the fame would be the ifTue of tl.c preflent ditturb-
ance if the thing was a mere artifice of d-ccivers, without
embroiling themfelves, and taking the matter out of God’s
hand. Therefore, (3.) Iis advice is for the prefent to re-
frain from thefo wcn, and Lot them aline, and wait 2while to
fee what coutie matters may takes jor if this counfel, er thi;
avirk be o men, a mers invention ot the crafty, or the feily
cf deluded enthufialls, 7wl core fo rovs ke the deccit winl
be foon detected, aind their atremnis end in their own con-
fafian, withour ovr interfering 5 Sut if it be of God, thou jh
you oppole it with never fo much viclence, yr camm? overs
threco 24 and refitance wonld be oas vain as impious.
Liemeraee wwoir guietlycle event, L Sl y reand even £)
o Gl the madnels of whiends evident, and the
¢ reree of which wenld be your own conluflon and
ruing - Note; (1.) Perfzeution for confeicptee” {ike is as
ahfurd as it is wicked, (2.) They who oppele Chiif’s
miatiters and gofped, {1zt aanint Ged; and the iffuc of
thit coatidt mutt needs he faeal to his cnemiog,

6. Gamoliel’s eounfel {o far prevailed as teo rifeue ths
apoitles from tmmediate demthy bur their enomies could-
not fo entircly abitain from them as te difcharge thes un-
kurts their rage mult be vented on' their backs, though
reftroinzd from theic blool: they called in 252 0po/fies, and,
hiving jgnominioufly and feverely feourged them as male-
facters, difmifed them, with the wo® exnrels injundions
of nev r mere {peaking in the name of Jelus, ar the peril
of all the pains and penaltics which would attend their
éifobedience. :

7. With admirble conftancy the apoftlss bore ther
fufrerings, and bollly periited in theiv glorious work. Ihy
departed from the prcfisce of the councily withovta word of
reproach or reviang, patznty febmiuing to - theit indig-

602 nitcs,
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6 Whon they fet before the apoftles: and,
% when they had prayed, they laid #beir hands
on them. ‘

k Ch.1. 24 & 13- 3 & 8.17. & 14. 23.
%G Ver1,

THE ACTS.

1 Tim. 4. 34, & 5. 23, 2 Tim.1. 6. Mat. 39.13.

Cuar. V1.

7 9 ' And the word of God increafed 5
and the number of the difciples muliiplied:
in Jerufalem greatly; and a great company

V2 Thefl. 3. 1, Ch. 12, 24. & 19.20. Ccl.

-

nities, and, fo far from being athamed. or intimidated, re-
Jjoicing that they were counted wortiy to _/':({tr Shame for his
name, This reproach was their higheft honour, thefe
ftripes their glory; and, fo far from defifting and being filent,
as they were commanded, daily in. the temple, in defiance
of their perfecutors, and in every houfe where they reforted,
they ceafed not to teach and preach Fefus Chriff. He was the
reat theme of all their difcourfes; and the great [alvation
which he had purchafed, they explained and enforced,
inviting all to. come and fhare their mercy,. and believe to
the faving of their fouls. Note; (1.) When, for the fake
of Jefus and his truth, we are called to fuffer, we fhould
take pleafure in reproaches, and rejoice at the infults that
we mect with : they fhall iffue to our more abundant glory.
(2.} A crucified Jefus muft be the conftant fubject of our
mjniftrations ; and publicly when called into the pulpit,
and privately when vifiting from. houfe to houfe, £im fhould
we cealelefs teach and preach.
~ €HAP VL
Ver. v. There arofe a murmuring of the Grecians, &c.],
Or, the: Hellenifls. There is not all the light which fome
have wifhed for concerning the diftin&ion of the Jews into
Hebrews and Hellenifls ;. but the following appears the moft
robable account. The Jews who inhabited Judea, and
thofe of the eaftern difperfions, generally retained the Syro-
€Faldaic, which in the New Teftament is called the Hebrew-
language ; but thofe of the weftern difperfions generally.
made ufe of the Greek, the language which then prevailed
very generally. The former were called Habrews, and the
latter Hellenifts, ot Gracifing Fews ; and of this fort were
moft of the Roman, Grecian, and Egypu’an,]cws,' aswell as
the ¢ Profelytes of righteconfnefs” of the weftern difperfions..
After the time of Ezra, the {criptures of the Old Tefta-
ment were read to the Jews in their fynagogues in their
eriginal Hebrew, and interpreted in Chaldee, becaufe the
common people had forgotten the original Hebrew by.
living fo long in Chaldea. But the Jews who were planted
at Alexandria in Egypt, feemed generally in procefs of
time to have forgot both the Hebrew and the Chaldee ;.

and by cenverfing fo much in a Grecian city, to.have fallen -

into the ufe of the Greek language. Hence a tranflation,
of the fcriptures for the ufc of the common people became
neceflary ; and part of the verfion which goes under the
name of the Septuagint, was made by fome of the learned
men among the Jews there; and is thoughe to have beea
&rit made ule of inthat city inftead of the Chaldee inter-
pretation : for we-are to obferve, that the Jews did notany
where, at that time, publicly read the fcriptures in any.
other lznguage than the Hebrew. Hence then it is pro=.
bable, that thefe Jews were called Flellenifs, becaule of cheir
ufing the Helleniftick, or Greek language; and by that
namec they came to be diftinguithed from the Hebrew Jews,
whq uled only the Hebrew tongue. Thefe different cuf.

toms are faid to have made a fort of fchifm between them 3
in- allufion: to which, St. Paul feems to have mentioned it
among the Jews, that he was an Hebrew of the Hebrews,
(fee Philip. ii. 5.) that is, a defcendant of that fort of Jews
who were moft highly efteemed upon the account of their-
ufing the Hebrew language, 2 Cor. xi. 22. The Syriac

verfion has rendered "ExAmisdy, by the Fews who under-
Jlood, or fpoke Greek. That thefe Hellenifts were not all of
them profelstes of rightesufuefs, as fome aver, feems indif-
putable from St. Luke’s obfervation, ver. 5. that Nicolas
was a profelyte of Antioch. It may poflibly be hence infer-
red, that fome of the Hellenifts were profelytes of righteouf-
nefs. DBut as he alone, of all the feven deacons, is faid to-
have been a profelyte, it is very unlikely that all the Hellen-

ifts were fuch ; for it is highly probable that others of the-
feven deacons were Hellenilts, as well as Nicolas ; where-

as, by faying that Nicolas. was a profelyte, St. Luke feems

to have intimated that all the other fix deacons were Jews

by birth, as well as religion, though fome of them mighe-
be Hellenifts, and others Hebrews.

- While Satan’s kingdom fell before the preaching of the-
gofpel like lightning from heaven, and the number of the.
Chriftians increafed exceedingly, the Hellenifts, or Graecif-
ing Jewith Chriftians, complained of the Hebrew Chrifti- i
ans ; becaufe in the daily diftribution of the charity, their
awidows, who were poor or fick, or burdened with the care - )
of children, were either wholly neglded, or at leaft noe -
made equal with the widows of the Hebrews. It is highly
probable, that they efteemed the widows of the Grecifts,
agrecably to their prejudices, lefs worthy and honourable ; -
-and perhaps no land had been fold out of Paleftineto raife or
fupport the fund, but what Barnabas had fold in the ifland.. °
of Cyprus; and therefore they might think that the Hel-
lenifts had not an equal claim, as the Hebrews had been.. -
the chief contributors. The apofties, undoubtedly, aéted .
a very. faithful part in the diftribution of money raifed by
the fale of lands. But they could not do all things. Per-. -
haps they intrufted fome who had been proprietors of the .
eftates fold, who would naturally have lome peculiar re-.
gard to the necefiity of their neighbours, as being beft ac-
quainted with them. And if any {ufpicions. arofe, as tc . °
the fincerity of their character, and the reafonablenefs of -
their pretenfions, thele firangers would naturally be leatt .
capable of giving fatisfa&tion.

Ver., 2. The mudtitude of the difciples] That is, the . whole
body of Chriftian converts; they .being the perfons to-.
whom fatisfalticn was then due.. And Jerve tablesy is in
the Greek Qixxoviv Teawilaisy to minificn to, or take care of -
the tables, that is, of"c the poor ; —to-attend to the diftribyu- .
tion of charitable gifts among them.

Ver, 3. Of bonefi reporty) . Of good: credite  Heylin..

Ver. 5. And they chofe Stcphen,] Some have thought that
Stephen was one of the feventy; but it feems.a precarious.
conjeture. The termination of moft of thefe names makes ic

probzble-
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of the priefts were ™ obedient to the faith.

8 € ® And Stephen, full of faith and power,
did- great wonders and miracles among the
people.

9 ° Then there arofe certain of the fyna-
gogue, which is called e fynogogue of the
Libertines, and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians,,
and of them of Cilicia and of Afia, dilputing
with Stephen. :

10 * And they were not able to refift the
wifdom and the fpirit by which he fpake.

11 % Then they fuborned men, which faid,
We have heard him fpeak blafphemous words
againft Mofes, and aguin/t God.
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12 ' And they flirred’ up' the: people, and
the elders, and the fcribes, and came upon:
bim, and caught him, and brought bim to the
council,

13 ' And fet up falfe witnefles, which faid,
This man ceafeth not to fpeak blafphemous
words againft this holy place, and the law:

14 ' For we have heard him fay, That this.
Jefus of Nazareth fhall deftroy this place, and
thall change the * cuftoms which Mofes de-
livered us. _

15. And all that fat in the council, lcoking-
fteadfaftly on him, faw his face as it had been
the face of an * angel. '

= Rom. 1. 5. & 16.26. 2 Theff 1. 8. John, 12. 43. * 3 Cor. xii. Eph. 4. 11. Ver. 3,55 10,15. Ch. 6. 55. ¢ Ch. 13. 45. & 17.28: .
Pecl. 4. 4. Prov.13.6, 7. P Mat. 10. 19, 20. Luke, 21.15. Ch.7.§51. Ex.d. 4. 12. If 54. 17. Ver. g, 8, 15, Jer. 1. 9, 18. 9 Matn
26. 50. 3 Kings, 21.10, 53 fCh1g. 50 & 14.2. & 17. §,13. Mark, 15,310 * 1 Kings,21. 105 13, P27, 32, & 35. 11, Ch,
21. 31. t Pf. 56. 5. Luke, 19.43,44. Daniel, 9, 26. Ch.7.37,48. Mal 1. 11. Mat. 24.2. & 26. 61 * Or rites. % Exod,
34-30. Mag, 28. 3.

e et

probable that they were Hellenifts ;—a fuppofition which
agrees very well with the occafion of their elcction. Nicolas
was not a Jew born, buta profelyte of Antioch, whom they
were the more willing to fix in this officc, as his peculiar
relation to the Grecians. would make him efpecially care-
ful to remedy any, negle& of them which might have in-
fenfibly prevailed. Some ancient writers tell us, that he
fell into- great ervors in the decline of life, and became the
founder of the fe& of the Nicolaitans, mentioned Rev. ii.
6. 15. But it feems much more probable, that the founder
of this feét, confidering how common the name was, might
be fome other perfon fo called.

Ver. 7. And agreat company of the priefls] We learn from
Ezra, it. 36—39. that 4289 priefts returned from the cap-
tivity ; the number of whom was now probably very much
increafed. It is certainly wonderful thzt a great multitude-
of the pricfts fhould embrace the gofpel, confidering what.
neculiar refentments they muit expect from their unbelizv-
ing brethren, and the great. lofles to which they muft be
expofed in confequence of being caft out 9f their Oﬂ:lCC.
But the grace of God was {uflicient to animate and-{up-
port them againft every objeflion; and it is very probable,
that the miracle of rending. the-weil of the temple, and the
teflimony.of the guards to the truth of the refurrection,
night contribute confiderably towards their converfion, in
concurrence with the miraculous gifts.and powers of the
apoftles ;. the moft-convincing proofs of which they faw
b.fore their eyes in their own temple.

Ver. oo Tbe fynagogue of the Lilertines)] Thefe were
Jews barn at Rome, whofe grandfathers had been in flavery

"there, and then made free.  Great numbers of Jews taken
captive by Pompey, and carried.into Italy, were fet at
Yiberty, and obtained their freedom from their mafters.
Their children, therefore, would be /itestini, in the proper
fenfe of the word.. Agreeably to this, the‘]e’ws banithed
from Rome by Tiberius 2re fpoken cf. by Tacitus as of the

libertire race, who might eafily conftitute onc of the 480

fypagogues,. [aid to have been at Jerufalem. ..

Ver. 11.. Blafplemous worde againft Mofes, &c.]  There-
is no reafon to believe that Stephen knew the myftery of
the abolition of the Mofaic law, which the apofties do-not .
feem immediately to have underftood : and itus much lefs.-
probable, that he openly taught what St. Paul himfelf, many.-
years after, infinuated with fo much caution. See Gal.
1i. 2. This, therefore, feems to have been the inference
which they drew from what he taught concerning the de-
ftru&tion that he denounced on the Jews, if they continued -
in their unbelief: but it was a very precarious inference, ag -
the city and temple had been deftroyed before withoutany.-
repeal of the law, and therefore they were falfe witneffes. -
Compare ver. 13, 14. :

Ver. 15. Saw bhis face, &c.] Many commentators in--
terpret this-as a.proverbial expreflion of the majefty and
beauty of his countenance, arifing from the: tranfport of~
inward joy in the confcioufnefs of his innocence, and the
expetation of glory, though he had fo cruel a fentence and:
execution in view. And upon this, the tranflation of 1729
takes the unpardonable liberty of rendering it, zhey faw an
air of majefly in his afpect ; but it feems rather to mean,..
that there was a fupernatural fplendour on his face, re- -
fembling that of Mofes when he came down from con- -
verfing with God on mount Sinai. They reckoned-that his »
preaching of Jefus to be the Chrift, was: to -deftroy both
Mofes and the law; and Ged bears witnefs to Stephen -
with the fame glory as he did to Mofes, when he gave the -
law by him. 'T'he Jews never devifed or conceived any-
thinz greater of their forefathers, or their moft illuftrious
prophets,” than what they now beheld in the countenance:

.of Stephen. - In this view, it was indeed a moft aftonithing -

inftance of the incorrigible hardnefs and wickednefs of theizr
hearts,. that they could murder 2 man on whem God put :
fuch a vifible glory, fimilar to that of their patriarchs and
prophets, and their great legiflator in particular. But we
know what little impeeffion other miracles made upon
them, the truth of which they were compelled to acknow- -
ledge. . See ch. iw 16... :

Inferenses.



032
C HAP VIL

Stepben, permitted to anfaver to the accufation of blafphemy
Sbeweth that Abrabats aorfbipped Ged rightly; and kow
God chofe the fathers, before Mofos avas born, and lcfore the
tabernacle and temple avcre built : that Mofes bim{lf wit-
neffed of Chrift: and that all outward ceremonies avere or-
dained according to the heavenly pattern to laff but for a
tinse : reprebending their rebelitsn, and murdeving of Cliiy?,
the juft One s awlom the pr.pkets foretcld fionld come inio
the aworld : awhereupon they flone him to death ; avho com-

mendeth bis foul to Fefusy and bumbly pray:th jor tham.
[Anno Domini 34.]

VHEN faid the high prieft, * Are thele
things fo ?

* Ch. 6. 13, 14. Mat 26, 62. b Ch. 15,26, & 22 1.

Neho g 7. ¢ Gun. 12, 1. & 12,14, Neho g, 7. Revo 8.4,
8.9. If 41. 2. € i'f. 105,72, Deut 2.5
Neha. 9. 7,8, Exod. 6. 4, 8. Deut. 34. 4.

THE ACTS.

€ Pl 29.3 & 19. 1—5. & 24. 7==10.
Heb. 1. 8.
b Gen. 12.7. & 13.15,17. & 15. 7, 18. & 17. 8. & 26. 3. & 23. 1315,

Cuap. VII.

4 And he faid, * Men, brethren, and fathers,
hearken © The God of glory appeared unto
our father Abraham, * when he was in Mefo-
potamia, before he dwelt in Charran,

3 And faid unto him, ° Get thee cut cf thy
country, and from thy kindred, and co:ne into
the land which I (hall thew thee.

"Then came he out of the land of the
Chaldeans, and dwelt in Charran: and from
thence, when his father was dead, heremoved
him into this land wherein ye now dwell,

§ ® And he gave him none inheritance in
it, no, not /o much as to fct Lis foot on: * yet

4 Gen. 11. 28, 31,

Jeh 24, 2.
Joth. 24.5. Neh.g. 7.

H:bo owr,
Pl 1c5 81,

f Gen.ar. 31. & 12.4, §.

'I;;:/vaz:u.—-From the inltance tecorded in the firft part
of this chapter, we fee how difficult it is, even for the
wifcit and belt of men to manage a great multtude of
ailairs, without inconvenience, and without refiection. It
will therefore be our prudence not to engrefs too much
bufinefs into our own hands 3 but to be willing to divide it
with -our brethren and inferiors, allotting to cach their
proper province, that the whole may proceed with har-
mony and order.

t{ow [lolicitous fhould we beagainft the doing any thing
through partiality 5 but efp=cially o, in the diilribution of

charities. It is a folemn truil, for which the charalters at’

lealt of thofe concerned, are to an{wer to the worid now, and
which they them[elves muft, ere long, account for to God.
Such perfons thercfore fhould be willing to receive infor-
mation of the truth of particular cales; wiiling to com-
*pare a varicty of themy and then fglc& fuch as, in their
confciences, they are perfuaded it is the will of God they
fhould in prefent circumfiances regard, and in fuch or fuch
proportion prefer to the relt. :

.In religious focieties, it may be highly proper, that, after
the examp'e here given, proper perfons to perform tlis
otice fhouid be appointed ¢ itis thair fufine/s to fLrve talles,
Huppy thofe focicrics which muke chivice of men of an at-

teled charalicry and evincinrthenicdves to be 000 of the Ly
Lpiziz, by the virtues and yraces of a Chriitia teivper.

VWlile thefe geod amen are dealing forth their liberal
contrinutions, the minglers fhould aevote themiclves with
ail atiention to prayer and to the mini/fry of the av:rd. Let

thefe who weuld wdiinijier that avord with comfort and

fuccels, remember of Low grest importarce it is that it be -

watered with proyer, fuiling upon it as ke former and latter
ruiny, and efpocaly fee toat, that by the conftant exercile
ot {acly Jevotion, in feeret, in their fambies, and on other
propcr'l'ociel ot fions, they keep thair graces vigorous and
active; that fo, livies continually ina ftaee of nearnefs 16 Ged,
they may be qualifiod te jpeak in £is nane with that digrity,
tenderncfs, cnd authouy, which rotiing but true devo-
tion can natural'y exprefs, or fonz retain,

Who can fail to adors that ciacacy of divine grace,

whereby a multitude of the Jewith priefs were made sc-
dient to the faith? Let us heartily pray, that if there be
any who claim a facred charaer, and who yet, out of
regard to worldly things, oppofe the power and purity of
the golpel,—they may be convinced by the infuences of the
blefied Spirit, that they can have no inferef? in contradica-
tion to the truth; and that they are happy who purchafe,
at the higheft price, that gofpcl which may enrich them
for ever. v

In whatfoever ftation we arc fixed, whether in the aw~rled,
or in the church, may we always remember our obligation
to plead the caufe of the gofpch, and to render a reifin of
thé hope that is in us! If this engage us in difputation with
men of corrupt minds, we muit thill As/d Fift the prefi fiisn
of our faith avithuit avavering, as knowing fHe is Saich ul thut
hath proiizifed.  Heb. x. 23,

‘Lhe wilft charge, as we fee in the chapter before us,
may be fixed upon the moft worthy men. = Piety may be
defame=d as blufpheny; and that which is true Lwe of our
country, as fieofon azainlt it.  But (blefled confideration
for the oppreffvd!) there is one fupreme Lawgiver and
Judgze, who wiil not fail, fooner or later, to plead the caule
of injured innocence.  When we read therelore of this
vile attack made by periury vpon the charaZer and Iife rf'
Stepireny we may tase occafion to adore that wife and pc;wcr-
ful Previdence, which fo remarkably exerts itfelf to defend
our reputationand our lives againkt thofe £/ tongues which
run through the carth, and which, were it not for that fecret
and invifibie reftraint, might, like a two-cdged fword, fo
quickly dettroy kath, i

low loud is the clamour here rzifed by malice and friud
againit inneccence and rrutn | Inceflunt bl.:'fpfx:my is charaad
onone of the molt pious of rn. And can we indocd
wonder at it, when we reficét that thus it wag charzed
even upon Chrid himfelf ? Ifthey ealled the iiallor of the
wfe Beelzebuby Fow much maore thefe of Bis borivhsli 2 Tig
difcipie learns of him ot to render evil for evil, bt anfover s
theht c:aiumnics in the language of calm reainy and meck
ConvIctis.

‘

.
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he promifcd that ke would give it to him for a
peficlion, and to his feed after him, when as

et he l:ad no child.
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6 And God fpake on this. wife, ' that

his feed fhould fojourn in a flrange land;
and that they fhould bring them into bondage,

Gen ¥5.13. & 50. 24, 1 Peter, 2. 11, Excd. j—v. & 12, 40. Gal. 3. 17,

Rerrrcrions. —i1ft, The admirable peace and harmony
of the church fuffur fome flight interruption, and yet good
arifes out of this great evil.  We have,

1. The caufe, whether real or imaginary, of the dif-
content which appeared among fome of the members of
the church.  In thofe days, achen the number of the dif-
ciples awwas multiplied ; for the fuficrings of the apoitles, fo -
far from checking the progrefs of the gofpel, proved its
furtherance ; there arcfz a murmurivg of the Grecians, ot
Hellenift Jews, who were chicfly forcigners, and were fo
cdied from the Greek language, which they fpoke, and
vied in  their fynagogues, again? the Iebiews, who were
inhabitants of Judes, and made ule of the Hibrew lan-
guage in reading the Old ‘Leftament ; and they complained,
becaufe their widews acere negldled in the daily miniffration,
asif there was a partiality {hewn to the peor =ho were
Hebrews, and theirs either pafled over, or {cantily fupplied.
As the Hellenift Jews luy under fome kind of diladvantage
a5 forciyners, they were jealous le't they fhould be flighted
for thofe who are peor, arc teo #pt to be queralcrs, to eye
with jealoufy what is beflowed on others, and 20 clamour,
:sif any kindnefs done to them was an injuliice to thems-
f:ives.  Note ; (1.) Money matters are too often the caufes
of much diflutisfaltion even among thofe who profels to
be dead to the world. (2.) In the beft ordered church
fome imperfections will be found, and the rroft careful
paltors mizy hear of fome real or preended caufe of com-
plaiat,

2. The apoftles propel: an excellint expedient to re-
move all caule of murmuring; and this not only for the
faicfaftion of others, but for their own relicfy their ne-
caifary employment, in preaching the werd of Ced, being
too much interrupied by miading thef: feow! r concerns.
They affrmbled 2he multizude of the difeiples, it boing a mat-
ter of common concervy and fuidy 1t is w2t reifon that ave
Joculd leave the averd of Gody and ferve t:bles ; thefe avoca-
tions of providing for the poor, diverting them too much
from the great bufinefs of preaching the gofpcl, and go-
verning the chiurch.  Wherefore, brethren, ik ye out cimong
554 feven men of Eaneft veporty full of the Fidly Gicfl and avif-
wimy sohom ave may appsint over tlis brfncls, men of cita-
blithcd reputation and integrity, endusd withva diilingui‘hed
weafure of the giftsand gruces of the Spiric to cnavle them
for the faithful difcharge of their oflice, and whofe wil-
dora and prudence are eminent, that'thcy moy manage the
ctureh’s flock to the greatelt advantage. Thefe were to-
be chofen by the people themfelves, who could not after-
wards reafonably find foult with the perfons of their own
appointment 3 and the apoitles would crduin them to thiir
oifice, that they might be invelted with due authority, ard
that thofe who were concerned might know to whom they
muft apply in thefe matters: but awe will give ourfelves con-
tinually to prayer, and to the miniflry of the avord, as our more
immediate and proper employment. Nete; (1.) They.who
are appointed to any holy office, even the loweft m the

church, may here behold the requifites thereto. They
muft be pertons of dlamelefs characiery suon of parts and abili-
ties for the difcharge of their truft, awith wifdom, and above
all experimentally acquainted avith the grace of God in their
fouls, and partakers of the Holy Ghoit. To ordain per-
fons immoral, ignorant, deflitute of experimental religion,
and to count them fit for miniftering in the church, who
are fit for nothing eife 3 how fhocking ! how contrary to
the apoftolical practice ! and what a fcandal muft fuch be
to the office they bear ! (2.) Divefted as much as poflible
of werldly cares, Chrift’s immediate ambafizdors {hould be
occupied wholly in his weik and the fervice of immortal
fouls, preaching his gofpel in feafon and out of fealon, and
watering with their prayers the labours of the pulpit, that
God may give the increafe.

3. 't'he propofal met with general approbation, and,
after ferious deliberation, the church, witii joint concur.
rence and perfe€t unanimity, made choice of feven perfons,,
whofe names are recited, and feem to be of the Heilenift
Jews 3 which would molt cifectuully ferve to filence all
future murmurings among them. Stephen {tands firft in
the catalogue, with a moit honourable teflimony borne tor
him s he was full of fuith and of the Holy Gheff, a man emi-
nent for gifts and graces. Philip, who follows him, we
find afterwards fuccefsfully employed in preachirg the
gofpel, ch. viii. Of the relt we have no particular ac-
count, unlefs Nicolas, as {ome have fuggelted, was the
fouader of that {z¢t which St. John mentions with abhora"
rence, Rev.ii. 6, 15. 'Thefe feven being prefented to the
apoltles, 1hey prayed with them and for them, that they
mizht b qualified for their work, and approve them- °
feives faithiul, and then, by the impofition of hands,
folemnly fuparated them for this fervice, to which they
were chofen,

4. The church continued to increafe greatly, the intef-
tine murmurs being filenced, the apoftles being more dif-
encumbered, and all zcalouily attending to their feveral
charges. “Thus the gofpel word fpread its blefled influence
around ;5 the dijciples multiplied in’ Jrrufalem, where, during’
our Lord’s miniftry, few comparatively feem to have be-
licved in him 3 and what is fill more aftonifhing, and to
be reckoned among the chief wonders of grace, a greaty
cotipary of the pricfls aere chedient to the JSaithy who had been
the mott inveterate enemies of Chrill and his gofpel, bue
now cmbraced the profeflion of Cihriﬂianiry, and proved,
by their holy converfation, the urfeigned faich which was.
in them.  Noze; True faith in Jefus as a Saviour, cver
produces Cncere obedience to him as our Mafter,

24ly, Srephen, the firft of the feven deacons, not only
difcharged tie oflice to which he was appointed, but alfo
appeared a zcalous preacher of the gofpel.

1. He avas full of faith and power ; endued with an emi-
nent meafure of couragc and zeal for Chriity and, in con-
firmatjon of the trathis that he preached, 4id great wonders
and miracles among the pesples

~s-He
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and entreat 73zm evil four hundred years.

7 And % the nation to whom they fhall be
in bondage will I judge, faid God: and after

Exnd. vii—xiv. VA lxxvidi.
Exod. 1. 1=—4.

ev. CXRXV. CX®XNI.

R Gen. 15. 11,
5 1Chr 1, 34 & 2. 32,

—24 & 35. 23 &xlvi. Mat. 1.
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that fhall they come forth, and ferve me in this
place.

§ ' And Le gave him the covenant of cir-

17. ‘1 Gen. 17, 9, 14 & 31.2—¢. & 25 26. & 29. 31—35 & 30. &

2. He appeared a bold difputant againft thofe who op-
poled the caufe of truth. There arofe certain of the [yna-
Zoaue, which is called the fynagogue of the Libertines, fuch Jews
as were honoured with'th= treedom of the city of Rome,
and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them of Ciliciay and of
Afia, difputing with Stcphen. Thele Hellenift Jews and
profelytes, being generally the greateft zealots for Judaifm,
and perhaps being eminently fkilled in Grecian literature,
thought they could foon confute and confound this zealous
advocate for Chriftianity, and challenged him to a public
difputation. Probably Saul of Tarfus, a city of Cilicia, was
among the foremoft of them. Stephen declined not the
opportunity of vindicating the glorious truths of the gof-
pel; and this he did with fach clearnefls of argument,
torce of reafoning, encrgy of diltion, and piercing appli-
«cation, that 1hey avere not alble to refift the avifdsm and the
fpirit by which he Jpake ; confounded, filenced, and unable
to make any rcply which carried the fhadow of argu-
ment.

3. Enraged at being thus baffled, and infligated by ma-
Kce and revenge, they fuborned men, which foidy, We bave
Beard bim [peak blafphemius avords againt Myfes and againft
God ; endeavouring by perjury and murder to filence him
for ever, whofe arguments they felt themfelves fo utterly
unable to anfwer. A4nd, working vpon their prejudices
“and paflions, they flirred up the pesple, and the elders, and the
feribes, and in a'popular tumult they came upin ki, and

caught him, as a criminal, and brought him to the councily as .

a blafphemer; and fet up fulfe avitnejis which they had hired,
and inftruCted what to {wear againft Stephen, who fuid,
This man ceafeth nct to [peak blafphemous awords againft this
hcly place, the temple, and againt the law. For ae have

Ivard him fay, what fuilyv amounts to the charge we pro-.

duce againft him, that this Jefus, the contemptible Naza-
rene, who was crucified, fball djirey this place, this facred
houfe, and fball clange the cufloms ahich Mcfes delivered us ;
abolifliing all the ceremonial inflitutions of cur celebrated
law- giver, and introducing others of his own appointment
in their ftead.

Such was the charge; which, if real, was far from
amounting to blafphemy ; and thefe things actually came
to pafs; though probably even in this they falfified, as

~ the apoftles themfelves feem not to have been yet apprized,
that the ceremonial law fhould be utterly abolifhed ; but
whatever he might have faid, we may fuppofe they put
upon it the moft malicious conftrution that it would bear.
Note; It is no new thing for the faithful preachers of the
gofpel to be branded as blaiphemers; and it is only won-
derful that, when the enemics of the gofpel make no con-
fcience of an oath, they do not by more frequent perju-
_ries attempt to blacken or deftroy thofe whom they fo
much abher.

4. ‘God owncd his fuffering fervant by a fignal mark of
his favour, vifible even to his perfecutors. Al that fat in

Ie

the councily losking feadfaflly om bim, to obferve i he be-
trayed any tokens of fear or guilt, faw Ais face as it hud
been the face of as angel ; fuch deiiberate courage, fuch
undifturbed ferenity, fuch majefty and mildnefs {at on his
countenance ; nay more, a divine {plendour beamed from it,
Jike that of DMofes when he came from the mount, and
fecmed to make him appear more than human.

CHAP VI

Ver. 2. Aud be [ud, Men, brethren, and fathers,} Dr.
Benfon has iliuftrated this (peech of St. Stephen in a large
and very judicious manner, to whom we fhall be frequently
obliged ; and the following introduétory remarks from Dr.
Ward’s 39th Diflertation will ferve to fhew its general
propriety. The charge brought againft Stephen, fays he,
confifted of two parts: that Jelus of Nazareth would de-
firoy the temple where they were then aflembled, and
change the ritcs of Mofes, Ch. vi. 14. The foundation of
this charge fcems tohave been, that Stephen, in difputing
with them, had plainly proved, that Jefus was the Mefliah.
Hence his accufers mterred their charge, fixing upon him
their own confequences as his afkcrtions, and that with a
defign to take away his life, for which realon they mighe
jultly be called falfe witneffis, ver. 13. But though Stephen
had not direclly aflerted thefe things, yet were they true in
themfelves, and might be inferred from the law and the
prophets (Dcut. xv.). He couid not therefore deny them 3
and to have owned them in exprefs terms, would have been
to give himfclf up to their rage and fury. The method
therefore which he takes in his defence is, firfty to fhew
th:um, from their writings, that all their former difpenfa-
tions were to iffuc in that of the Mefliah; and he begins
with God’s calling Abrahan: from his country and family,
and promifing to him and his pofterity the land of Canaan
for a poffcilion 3 and it is remarkable, that he does not

call it an everlafling p:ff. fron, as it is called Gen. xvii. 8.~

which migiit have feemed not fo confiftent with their for—
feiture of it upon their rejefling the Mefliah, ‘Then he
obfcrves to them, how their fathers reje&ed Males, aftcr
the clearclt proofs of his miilion, and that they were pu-
nithed for it in the wildernefs 5 and this he docs, to prepare
them to confider what they might jultly expet upon re.
jeCting Chrift. He reminds them likewile, that Mofes
himfclf had declared to them, that amother prophct was ta
arife, like him, whom they were ordered to bear. This
was the Mciliah; and his being Jike to Alzfes mull confift
in his bringing in a new difpenfation, and confirming it
with miracles, as Mofes had done. 'This fcems to refpect
the latter article of the charge ;—and thus far they heard
him patiently. He then proceeds to fpeak of the temple,
which relates to the former part of the accufation: and
here he ufes fuch depreciating expreflions, as, though taken
from the prephets, could not be agreeable to them, and
very probably inflamed their minds; but when he came
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cumcifion: and fo Abrabam begat Ifaac, and Jacob ; and'Jacob begat the twelve * pa-
circumcifed him the eighth day ; and Ifaac fegar triarchs. :

’
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® Fathers of tribes.

to charge them with the murder of Fefus, calling him the
Ju? One, that is, the Meiliah, they could no longer bear
with him ; but their paffions rofe to fuch a height, that
they gnafbed their teeth at him, and very probably made
fuch a difturbance, that he could not proceed in what he
defigned to fay further; though we find that Peter had
twice before taken the fame method, and charged them as
exprefsly with the death of Jefus, Ch. ii. and iv. but Pe-
ter had, in both cafes, the advantage of a prefent miracle
to fupport him, and give weight to what he faid ; and we
find that the council were deterred by that from proceed-
ing to extremities, Ch. iv. 16. The Jewifh rulers, before
our Saviour’s death, were apprehenfive that he defigned,
by gaining over the populace, to fet himfclf up for a king 3
and that, in confequence of this, the Romans would come
and deftroy their city, John, xi. 48. This they hoped to
prevent, by taking him off; but, after his dcath, finding
that the apofties not only went on to propagate the fame
fcheme of religion, and fupport it with miracles, as he
had done, but alfo charged them with murdering him,
whom his followers aflerted to be the Mefliah, they feemed
now ' to be more immediately concerned feor their own fe-
curity. However, at firft they endeavour to prevent the
fpreading of - this do&rine, and to deter the preachers of it
by lefs feverities, as in the cafe of Peter and John ; but when
they found that thofe would not do, it is not improbable
they might refolve upon greater ; and thinking Stephen a
proper fubject for their purpofe, might determine, if pof-
fible, to take away his life; which feems more likely from
Ch. v. 33. where it is faid, that the Jewith fenate tock
counfel to flay the apoftles, as if they had not been dif-
fuaded by Gamaliel. However, as that could not have
-been done judicially, and in form of law, but by a trial
before the Roman governor, who might not think their
charge againft him fufficient to put him to death, there
might be a particular defign of Providence thus to honour
him with being the firft martyr for Chriftianity, and per-
mit him to be taken off im fuch a manner, as drew no
civil diforders after it. For we do not find that any notice
was taken of this fa&t by the Roman governor; though
onc would think that he could hardly have omitted to
make fome inquiries about it. But it was eafy for the
council to allege in their excufe, that indeed they did call
that man to an account for fome offences againft their law,
who was fo far from clearing himfelf, that he perfifted in
them with blafphemy, which was a crime of fo heinous a
nature with them, that they could not reftrain the mob
from dragging him out, and ftoning him immediately.
Upon fuch a reprefentation, the governor might think it
more advifable to drop any further inguiry, than by pro-
ceeding in it to inflame fo turbulent a nation. Upon the
whole, this {fpcech of Stephen, fo far as it goes, feems to
be a proper reply to the charge laid againft him; but what
he would have added further, if he had not been pre-
vented, may be difficult to fay. By the methods taken to
bring about this charge, and the behavious of the Jews ac
FYor. L

the trial, it feems probable, that the council defigned, if
pofiible, to take away his life, as a terror to others; and
Divine Providence, for wife ends, thought fit to permit
them to accomplifh their defign. :

Ver. 4. And from thence, awhen his futher was dead, &c.)
See Gen. xi. 26. 32. Abraham was not Terah’s eldeft,
but his youngeft fon ; though, by way of honour and dif-
tin€tion, Mofes has mentioned him the firft of the three,

* as being the great patriarch of the Jewith nation. For

Haran was Terah’s eldeft fon, who died in Ur of the
Chaldees, his native country; and who left a daughter,
called Milcah, old enough to be married to Nahor. When
therefore ‘I'erah was feventy years of age, then was Haran
born, Meing his eldeft fon; Nahor, his fecond fon, was
born fome years after ; and Abraham, his youngeft fon,
was born fixty years after his brother Haran, and when his
father Terah was one hundred and thirty years of age.
Now feventy-five added to one hundred and thirty, make
up two hundred and five, the age at which Terah died in
the land of Charran. See Archbifhop Utfher’s Annals,
A. M. 1948.

Ver. 5. And be gave bim none inberitance in it, &c.] Pro-
bably Canaan was not at that time fo univerfally given to
idolatry as Chaldea; for there Abraham met with Mel-
chifedech, who was a worfhipper of the true God ; and as
he was a king, very likely his fubjects were not idolaters ;
but in Chaldea idolatry muft have had a large fpread, when
Terah’s family, nay, and moft likely Abraham himfelf, was
infeed; for St.Paul calls him, Rom. iv. 5. % 2oe8s,
an ungodly perfon, ox an idolater ; for that is the word by
which he ufually intends to fignify an idolater. Therefore
the calling Abraham into Canaan at that time, was a likely
method to preferve him from the further infe&ion of ido-
latry, as it removed him from his kindred, who would have
been apt to have tempted him more than ftrangers ;—and
as he was direted to a land where idolatry had not then
fpread fo much. Nay, yet further to deter Abraham,
God intimated to him, that in fome future generations
that very land of Canaan fhould become notorious for
idolatry, and then God would take it from the inhabitants,
and give it to him for a poffe/fion, even to bie feed after bim ;
for fo the fentence fhould properly be rcad. It is plain that
Abraham had not a foot of /and in Canaan; for he bought

- .a burying-place to bury his dead.

Ver. 6. Scjourn in a firange land ;] Some think that this
is faid in oppofition to their fojourning as ftrangers in the
land of Canaan, Heb. xi. 9. which was not a £range land,
but theirs by divine promife. But God himfclf teaches us
otherwife, Exod. vi. 4. where he calls Canaan the land of
their pilgrimage, wherein they, that is, Abraham and his de-
fcendants, kad hitherto been flrangers; for they were not
as yet poffefled of it, though they had a good title to ir.
This is proper to be taken notice of, in order to explain
what immediately follows. See the note on Gen. xv. 13.

Ver. 8. And be gave bim the covenant of circumcifion :J St.
Steph#n, the reader may obflu;rvc, draws no inferences.  If

] he
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-9 ™9 And the patriarchs, moved with envy,
fold Jofeph into LEgypt: but God was with
him

16 And delivered him out of all his af-
flitions, and gave him favour and wifdom in
the fight of Pharaoh king of Lgypt; and he
made him governor over Egypt and all his
houfe.

11 " Now therc came a dcarth over all the
Iand of Egypt and Chanaan, and great af-
fliGtion : and our fathers found no fufle-
nance. :

12 * But when Jacob heard that there ©

was corn in Egypt, he fent out our fathers
firft, :

. m Gen. xxxvii. xxxix—xli. PL 105. 37—32, & 34 19.
—28. - % lrcluding bis brethien's wives.  Gan. 46. 26.
Expd. 33. 719, Jofeph and his Lretheen were buried theres
£5.13. Exod. 1.7, 12,20. PL 105. 240

Dcut. 10. 22.

THE ACTS.

* Gen. 41, 53—57. If. 105. 16.

Cuap, VII,

13 And at the fecond #ime Jofeph was made
known to his brethren ; and Jofeph’s kindred
was made known unto Pharaoh.

14 * Then fent Jofeph, and called his father
Jacob to bim, and all his kindred, * threcfcore
and fifteen fouls. - .

15 " So Jacob went down into Egypt, and
dicd, he, and our fathers,

16 * And were carried over into Sychem,
and laid in the {cpulchre that ' Abraham
bought for a fum of money of the fons of
Emmor the father of Sychem.

17 9 * But when the time of the promife
drew nigh, which God bad fworn to Abraham,
the people grew and multiplied in Egypt,

° Gen. xlii—xlv. P Pf. 105. 15. Gen. 4.
" Gen. 46. 5. & 49. 33. * Gen. 23. 6, 20. & 47.30. & 49. 29.
t In Jacob, his grandfon. Gea. 33-19. Jolh.24. 32. Mat. 2.18. 2 Clr. 1. 8. U Gen.

ke had denied the charge laid againft him, as there were
two witnefles who {wore againit him, he had been con-
demned immediately. If he had owned the charge, he
would likewife thereupon have fallen under immediate
condemnation. If he had gone about directly to have
defended the truth of what the witnefles had alleged, the
Sanhedrim would not have had the patience to have heard
him. As it was, he proceeded in the only poflible way
to be heard fo long as till he had vindicated himfelf ; that
is, by laying down the premifes, and leaving them to draw
the proper inferences from what he faid: juft as our Lord,
in like cafes, had often fpoken in parables. Now the in-
ferences to be drawn from what was thus far faid, are
plainly thefe: 1ft, That in dirferent ages and circumftances
pofitive and external rites have been diifesent ; and holinefs
was not originally confined to one particular place; as ap-
pears plainly from the hiltory of Abraham, and from what
follows concerning Mofes ;- 2dly, 1hat temporal profperity,
and the favour of the multitude, are not always the lot of
the people of Ged, as appears from the cruel treatment of
righteous Abraham’s more immediate defcendants: 3dly,
That the divine favour is not confined through all ages to
the obfervation of any one fort of pofitive inftitutions; for
Abraham was in the favour of God before circumcifion
was inftituted. . .

Ver. 9. Moved with envy, foid ofepr] The plain infer-
ence to be drawn from hence was, that they might Jearn
from this example, to abate their hard thoughts ot Jefus of
Nazareth, whom they, in ke manuer, through envy, de-
livercd into the hands of ftrangers, who dezlt cruelly with

" him. Further, from the treatment which Jofe ph met with,
they might fee how holy and good perfons may be treated
‘1a a crucl and unjuft munner by men, and at the {fame
.time be highly in the fuvour of God: and therefore, in
-the prefent cafe, it behoved them to examine carefuily, and
to judge with candour: and hence too they might learn,
that holinefs and acceptance with God are not confined to
aoy.onc particular country. For God fhew.d fagour to

Jofeph in Egypt, amongft an idolatrous and wicked
people. .
Ver. 14. Threefeore and fifieen fouls.] See the notes ory
Gen. xlvi. 20. 27. .
Ver. :6. And avere carried over, &c.] It is not impro-
bable, that the bones of the other eleven patriarchs might be
carried along with the bones of Jofeph, when the children
of Ifrael went out of Egypt, Exod.xiii. 1g. and be afterwardsg
buried along with his bones, when Ifrael came into Canaane
There was the fame reafon for them to defire to be buried
there, as there was for Jofeph; that is, their firm belief,
that God would in due time fulfil his promife, in giving
Canaan unto Ifracl for a poficflion; (Comp. Gen. l. 25.
Heb. xi. 22.) and accordingly fome of the ancient Jews
affirm that the bodies of the patriarchs were carried and
buried along with Jofeph’s; and St. Jerome aflerts, that
the twelve patriarchs wcre buried at Sychem. It feems,
that St. Stephen, rapidly running over fo many circumg
ftances of hiitory, had not leifure, nor was it needful where
they were fo well known, to recite them all diflin&tly,
Therefore he here contraéls into one, two ditferent fepui-
chres, places and purchales, fo as in the former hiftory, to
name the buyer, omitting the feller 5 in the latter, to name
the feller, omitting the buyer,  Abraham bought a burying-
place of the children of Heth, Gen.xxiii. There Jaceb
was buried.  Jacob bought a ficld of the children of Ha-
mor. 'Lhere Jofeph was buricd.  'We may obfcrve here
how St. Stephen contraéts theie two purchafes into one.
'This concife manner of fpcaking, firange as it feems to
us, was commen among the Hcbrews; particularly when,
in a cafe notorioufly known, the fpeaker mentioned but
part of the hiftory, and left the reft, which would have
mnterrupted the current of his difcourfe, to be fupplied in
the mind of the hcarer.—The firfy land which tige fran-
gers, thefe patriarchs bought, was for a fepulchre, They

-fought for a country in heaven.. Perhaps the whole fen-

tence, ver. 15, 16. might be rendered thus: So Facod went

-down inte Egypty and diedy be and our fathersy and were car-

ried
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18 *Till another king arofe, which knew
not Jofeph.

19 The fame dealt fubtilly with our kindred,
and evil entreated our fathers, fo that they
caft out their young children, to the end they
might not live.

.. 20 " In which time Mofes was born, and
was * exceeding fair, and nourifhed up in his
father’s houfe three months :

CrHAp.

21 * And when he was calt out, Pharaoli’s

* Exod. 1. 8—22.

Pl 105.25. & 129. 1—3. Gen. 15.13.
% 7.

Gen. 232. 14. Deut 32. 36. Pf 34. 19. * 1 Kings, 4. 30.

THE ACTS.

Y Exod. 3. 2—10.
Luke, 23. 19.

. 987

daughter took him up; and nourifhed him for
her own fon. ot

22 * And Mofes was learned in al the
wildom of the Egyptians, and was mighty
in words and in decds. '

23 And ® when he was full forty years old,
it came into his heart to vifit his brethren the
children of Ifrael. A

24 And feeing one of thein fuffer wrong, he
defended bim, and avenged him that was op-

1 Sam. 16 12. Heb. 11,213,

® Or fair to God.
b Exod. 2. 11~=212.

Heb. 11. 24—26.

z Exod.

ried over to Skeckem, and laid by the fins (that is, defcend-
ants) of Hamor the father of Skechemy in the fepulchre that
Abrabam bought for a fum of money. The reader will find
much on this fubje€t in Chais’s note on Gen. xxiii. 16.
Houbigant on Gen. xxxiii. 19. Bifcoe’s Lectures, p. 607.
Whitby, L’Enfunt, Sir Norton Knatchbull, &c.

Ver.18. Ancther king] Probably of another family.

Ver. 19. Sothat they caft out their young children,] By canf-
ing their infants to be expofed.  Heylin and Doddridge.

Fer. 20. Was exceeding fair]’Aseios 1w Ocw, fair t2 God;
or diviney fair: for we have had occafion frequently to
obferve, that the word God-is often made ufe of in the He-
brew as expreflive of the fuperlative degree.  Concerning
the beauty. of Mofes, fee the note on Exod. ii. 2.

Ver. 21. And—Pharaok’s daughter took him up,] All thefe
extraordinary circumftances relating to the birth, preferva-
tion, education, genius and charaéter of Mofes, ferve to
aggravate the crime of Ifrael in rejecting him when he of-
fered himfelf to them as a deliverer under fo many ad-
vantages, and when the providence of God had fo won-
derfully interefted itfelf in his favour.

Ver. 22. Msfes avas learned in all the wifdom of the Egyp-
tians,] W here the witdom of a man is fpoken of, that which
is chara&teriftic of it muft needs be mecant; where the
wifdom of a particular man, that which is peculiar to his
quality and profeffion.  St. Stephenin this place fpeaks of
both : in both, therefore, he mult mean civil or political
wifdom ; for in that the Egyptian nation was principally
diﬁinguiﬂled; and in that the true charater of Mofes,
whether we confider his rank, his education, or his office,
was eminently comprifed. He became at length the leader
-and lawgiver of a numerous people : but more than this,
St. Stephen is here fpeaking of him under his public cha-
ralter, and therefore muft neceflurily be underftood to
mean, that Mofes was confummate in the fcience of le-
giflation. ‘The words indced are, all the wifdom of the
Egyptians ¢ but every good reafoner knows, that where the
thing fpoken of refers to fome particular ufe, (as here
‘Mofes’s to the condu@ing the Ifraelites out of Egypt,) the
patticle all cannot mean all of every kind, but all the parts
of one kind : in this reftrained fenfe, a// is frequently ufed
in the facred writings. But further, the concluding part
of the cl ara&er,—and mighty in words and deeds, will not
cafily fuffer the foregoing pat to admit of any other in-

terpretation.  Afigkty in words and deeds, was in a natural
fenfe the precife charatter of the ancient chiefs, who,
leading a free and willing people, heeded the arts of peace,
fuch as perfuaficn and law making—the words ; and the
arts of war, fuch as condu&t and courage,—the deeds.
Hence itis that Jefus, who was the prophet like unto Mofes,
the legiflator of the new covenant, as Mofes was of the
old, and the condutor of our fpiritual warfare, is charac-
terized in the fame words, A prophet mighty in deed and
avord, before Gody and all the pesple.  Luke, xxiv. 19. This
wifdom, therefore, in which Mofes was faid to be verfed,
we conclude was the prattical part of philofophy, in contra-
diftinttion' to the theoretical or fpeculative. This is the
interpretation which Bifhop Warburton gives in his Divine
Legation, book iv. fe€t. 6. Several eminent commentators,
however, fuppofe that a general erudition is referred to.
Dr. Benfon gives the following paraphrafe of the verfe:
¢¢ By this means A7s/es had a moft liberal education, being
¢ inflructed in all the learning of the Egyptians ; which were
¢ then the moft learned people upon earth ; and, though
¢ he could not fpeak fluently, he became mighty and power-
¢ ful both in aword and deed ; that is, his {peeches were
¢ {olid and wife, -and his altions virtuous, honeft, and
« brave”” Several ancient teftimonics to the extraordinary
learning of Mofes may be feen in Philo de Vit. Mof.
lib. i. p. 470. Juftin Mart. Quzft. ad Orthod. xxv. Orig.
cont. Celf. Iib. iii. p. 139. Clem. Alex. Strom. lib. 1.
. 343- .

d 14 ej 24. And fecing one of them fuffer, &c.] See Exod. ik
11. where the word is {127) meche, which fometimes figni~
fics to finite fo as to kill; and the Ifraelite is here repre.
fented as xatanmossuivy, fubdued in a firuggle, and in imme-
diate danger of his life: fo that Mofes had no occafion for
a divine impulfe in order to his doing this altion ; for, (not
to mention, that God moft probably would have fupported
him afterwards, and he needed not to have fled for it,) as
the Egyptian bad got the Ifraelitc down, and was, as ap.
peared by all circumf{tances, juft going to kill him; Mofes
only defended the injured, and vindicated the innocent
when opprefled ; a thing which any perfon may lawfully
do at any time, or in any place for a ftranger, and much
more for his own friend : nay, the thing was in itfelf fo
-far from a crime, that it was highly laudable and praife~
worthy ; and what Mofes might, with great reafon, have

6P 2 done
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prefled, and fmote the Egyptian:

" 25 For he fuppofed his brethren would have
underftood how that God by his hand would
deliver them : but “they underftood not.

26 * And the next day he fhewed himfelf
unto them as they ftrove, and would have
fet them at one again, faying, Sirs, © ye are bre-
thren ; why do ye wrong one to another?

27 But he that did his neighbour wrong
thruft him away, faying, f Who made thee a

-ruler and a judge over us?

28 Wilt thou kill me, as thou diddeft the

~ Egyptian yefterday ?

29 * Then fled Mofes at this faying, and was
a ftranger in the land of Madian, where he be-
gat two fons. '

30 * And when forty years were expired,
there appeared to him in the wildernefs of

mount - Sina ‘an angel of the Lord in a

" flame of fire in a buth.
31 When Mofes faw it, “he wondered at the
fight: and as he drew near to behold #, ' the

¢ PL 106.7. & 94. 8. 1Cor.2. 8, 14. Deut 29. 4.
John, 1. 19, 23,25. & 3. 18,
3.3,6. Mal 3. 1.
13.7. Tit. s 14 k Pf.72.18. &111. 8.
6. Gen. 17.3. 1Kings, 19.13. If. 6. 2—5. Luke, 5. 8.
Pf. 89. 7, & 86. 9. © Exod. §. 7. & 2.25. Gen.29. 32.
77.30. Mic. 6. 4. 9P 95. 7. &113.7,8.
ai. xiv. xvi. xvii. xx. Deut. iv. viiiy ix. xi. Pf. lxxviii. cv, cvi. cxxxvi.

Jer. 31. 22, Luke, 4. 26.

Heb. 13. 21.

THE ACTS.

¢ Exod. 3. 13.
¢ Exod. 3. 14==22. & 18. 1==6. Numb. 12. 1.
If. 63. 5,9. Gen. 48. 16. Deut. 33.16. Gen. 15. 13. Pf. 66. 12. If 43. 2.

1 Sam. 9. 16. Pl 106. 44. Mat. g. 36.
* Numb. 20. 18. fee ver. 30—32. Heb. 12.25, a6.
Neh. ix.

Cuap, VII.

voice of the Lord came unto him, - '

32 Saying, I am the God of thy fathers, the
God of Abraham, and the God of Ifaac,and the
God of Jacob. ® Then Mofes trembled, and
durft not behold. -

33 Then faid the Lord to him, "Put off thy
fthoes from thy feet : for the place where thou
ftandeft is holy ground.

34 ° I have feen, I have feen the affli&ion of
my people which is in Egypt, and I have heard
their groaning, and am come down to deliver
them. ' And now come, I will {fend thee into

Egypt. :

35 This Mofes, whom they refufed, faying,
Who made thee a ruler and a judge ? " the fame
did God fend 7 be a ruler and a deliverer " by
the hand of the angel which appeared to him
in the bufh.

36 He brought them out, after that he had*
fhewed wonders and figns in the land of Egypt,
and in the Red fea, and in the wildernefs forty
years.
€Gen.33. 8. 1 Cor. 6.7. Heb. 13. 1./

b Exod. 3. 1==10. With 19. t=—13.
Deut. 4. 20.

! Gen. 17.7, 8. Exod. 3. 6.
Dan. ro.7, 8. Mat. 17. 7.

f Ch. 4. 7. ®fat. 21. 3.

1 Kings, 19. 8. ! Exod.

Dao. 3. 27. John, 3. 34. Zech.

Mat. 22.32. Heb. 11. 16. ™ Exod. 3..

Rev. 1. 17. ? Joh. 5. 15.  Exod. 3. .

R Ver. 27. Exod. 3.30. Pf. 105.26. &

3 Cor. 10. 9. * Exod. viixx, Numb.
If. 63. 7, 14.

done to the Ifraelite, had he been going as unjuftly to kill
the Egyptian. It is true, that jultice could not be then had
in the Egyptian court in behalf of the Ifraelites; and there-
fore fome may think it was in thofe circumftances impru-
dent. But it muft be remembered, that, according to the
. hiftory, Exod.ii. 12. Mofes ufed all proper precautions,
and looked every way to fec whether there were any Egyp-
tians in fight, before he ventured to refcue his brother
from the hand of the oppreflor, and from death: and had
not the Ifraclites themf{elves difcovered it, it is highly pro-
bable that Pharaoh would never have known it.  So that
it is eafy to vindicate the juftice and prudence of this ac-
tion of Mofes. See the notes on Exod. ii.
Ver. 25. He fuppofed kis brethren would have underflood]
It appears from this pailage, that Mofes had received fome
immediate revelation from God, that he was the perfon
who fhould deliver Ifracl: befides, knowing that there was
a divine promife of deliverance made to, and retained in
the houfe of Ifrael; that he himfelf had been extraordi-
narily preferved and educated, and that the time of their
deliverance was approaching, he fhewed himfelf willing
to run all hazards and dangers with the people of God,
rather than continue in the {plendor of the Egyptian court;
and that when the time fhould be fully come, he would
cheerfully join and head them in order to refcuc them
trom their bondage and cruel flavery.

Ver. 26. Set them at one again,] And would have perfuaded.
them at peace.

Ver. 27. Thruft him away, &c.] It is plain, that the
fpeech of this fingle perfon i{ rcprc:f'ented, v?cr. 3’ §. a8 ex~
preffing the fentiments of the whole body of the people-5
as their flownef: afterwards to believe the miffion of Mofes,
when attended by miracles, feems evidently to thew that it
was. See Exod. v. 20, 21.

Ver. 30. And when forty years sere expired,] This cir-
cumftance might have been handed down -by tradition, or
received by immediate infpiration, as the exprefs time af
Mofes’s continuance in voluntary exile is not mentioned in
the Old Teftament; and no doubt many other circum-
ftances refpeing that great legiflator, which are not re—
lated in that concife hiftory, were handed down either
tradition or by fome writings then extant. RefpeCing
the fubfequent circumftances, we sefer-the reader to the
notes on Exod. iii..

Ver. 35. This Mofes, wlom they refufed,] As the terms
high refpe&, in which St. Stcp?;cr{ {;xro]ugh the whole’ gf’
his difcourfe, fpeaks of Mofes, tended to thew how ime
probable it was, that he fhould have fpoken contemptibly of
him, as the witnefles pretended ; fo this circumftance of
the Hfraclites having rejeted him whom Ged had ap-

pointed to be a ruler and redeemer, plainly adverted to
their ufage of the Lord Jefus, whom they hed lately re-

jeCred,
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379 This is that Mofes, which faid unto the
children of Ifrael,* A prophet fhall the Lord
your God raife up unto you of your brethren,
*like unto me ; him fhall ye hear.

38 *This is he, that was in the church in
the wildernefs with the angel which fpake to
him in the mount Sina, and twitb our fathers:
who received the * lively oracles to give unto
us:

9 ’ To whom our fathers would not obey,
but thruft bim from them, and in their hearts
*turned back again into Egypt,

40 * Saying unto Aaron, Make usgods to'go
before us : for as_for this Moles, which brought

 us out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what

is become of him.
41 And they made a calf in thofe days, and

! Deut. 18. 1g—19. Ch. 3.23. Mat.17. 5. ® Or as myfelf.

' Daat. 32. 47. & 30. 19,20, 7—10. John, 6.763. &20.31. Rom. 3. 2. & 9. 4. Pf. 8. 5—7.
* Exod. 14. 11, 03. & 16. 3. & 17.35. Num.11. g & 14. Ve—y.

16, 26.
Nehg.18. Pf. 106. 19, 120.

ACTS. 989

offered facrifice unto the idol, and rejoiced in
the works of their own hands.

42 " Then God turned, and gave them up
to worfhip © the hoft of heaven ; as it is writ-
ten in the book of the prophets, ‘ O ye houfe
of Ifrael, have ye offered to me flain beafts
and facrifices by the fpace of forty years in the
wildernefs ? : o

43 Yea, °ye took up the tabernacle of
Moloch, and the ftar of your god Remphan,
figures which ye made to worfhip them: and I
’ will carry you away beyond Babylon. ‘

44 9 Our fathers had *the tabernacle of
witnefs in the wildernefs, as he had ap-
pointed, fpeaking unto Mofes, " that he thould
make it according to the fafthion that he had
feen.

Exod. 19. §,20. Gal. 3.17, 39. Heb. 2.2. Ver. s3.

Y 2 Chr. 36. 15, 16. Mat. 21. 34, 35. Neh:g.-
* Fxod. 12. 1=R. & 19.24. Deut. 9. 12, 16. & Kings, 17. 16.

v Johh. 5. 14.

b PL'8y. 31,13, If. 66. 4. Hof 4.317. Rom.3. 24,26,28. 2 Thefl 2. 11,12, & Chr. 15. 2. Ezek. 2b. 26, 3).
Det. 4. 19. & 17.3. 2 Kings, 17, 16. & 21. 3,6. Jer. 19. 13. Ezck. 8. 16.

17.&16.3. & 31. 2—6. Jer. 7. 31. & 32. 35. Lev. 30.2—6. Deut. xiii. & 17. 2=6.
=i xssv——xl. Numb. iii, iv. vii. & 9. 15—212. & 10.17,21. &16.19. Jofh.18. 1.

¢ 2 Kings, 17. 10, 16,

4 Amos, §. 35—27. Pf. g¢. 10,
y 5. 35—27 95 ¢St

! Amos, 5. 27, 2 Kings, 17. 6. & 18 11,
b Fxod. 25. 22, 40. & 26. 30.. Heb. 8. 5.

jected, but whom God had conftituted a Saviour by the
divine determination.

Ver.37. A propbet fhall the Lord your God, &c.] Con-
gming this prophefy, fee the note on Deut. xviii. 15,
i<

Ver. 38. This is be, that was in the churck] When this
thufe is quoted, as it has been by fome great men, to
prove that Chrift was the perfon who brought Ifrael out of
Egypt, gave them the law, conduéted them through the

- widernefs, &c. (which is undoubtedly moft true) the ar-

gument drawn from this paflage is certainly inconclufive :
for b—evrog==here evidently anfwers to the word ovtos,
vwr. 36, and to the words suros ¢ Mwiic¥g, ver.27. and the
following claufe, which exprefles his being with the angel,
plainly proves that augel to be a different perfon. The
dofirine itfelf, that Chrift was the God of Ifrael, the ange/
or meflenger who appeared to Mofes, is a great and cer-
tin truth, capable of being evinced from many paffages
both of the Qld and New g]f‘eftament; and from the paf-
fage befare us in particular, though not from the claufe.
The word oanncia, rendered church, would more properly

" berendered here afembly, as it is Ch. xix. 41. becaufe it
" rfers not to their being incorporated into one church, in

the appropriatc fenfe of that word, but to their being a/~
Jembled round the mountain on the folemn day, when the
law was given. See Exod. xix. 17, &c.

Ver. 39. 1o awbom our fathers would not odey,] This is
p‘efmc by Stephen mare than once, and he infifts upon
i largely, that they might fee it was no new thing for
lirael to rebel againft éod, by reje@ing deliverers fent
fiom him.. See on ver..35..

Ver. 40. For as for this Mofes—we wot not, &c.] We
know not. This is the phrafeology both of, the LXX and
of the Hebrew; (Exod. xxxii. 1.) and has been called pute
ting the nominative cafe abfolute ; accordingly Daniel,
xii. 2. may be thus expliined : As 0 the multitude who
Sleep in the duft of the earth, they fball awalke, fome to everlafi-
ing life, and fame to fbame and everlafting contempt. So
Daniel’s words would appear to be a prophefy of the ge-
neral refurretion of mankind, which does not fully appear
in our common Englith tranflation. Many other texts
might be explained, by obfcrving that this phrafeology is
ufed. Both Beza and Grotus have reprefented it as a
Hebraifm ; but Raphelius has thewn that it was made ufe
of by the belt Greek writers. The plain inference from
all this was, ¢ You are not the firlt who have rejected the
¢¢ laws which came from God, but evidently approve your-
¢ felves the children of your wicked forefathers.”

Ver. 42, 43. Then God turned,] See Rom.d. 21—24,
Pf lxxxi. 11, 12. There were two forts of idolatry ;,
namely, the worfhipping the truc God by idol mediators,. .
and terminating their worfhip upon falfe Gods. Ifrael be-
gan with the former; and for a punithment was permitted
to fall into the latter. See on Exod. xxxii. 1. &c. the
notes on Amos, v. 2§, &c.

Ver. 44. Our fathers bad the tabernacle of witnefs] As
St. Stephen had been accufed of blafpheming the temple,
he now proceeds to fpeak with peculiar propriety, and
with due reverence, ofPethcir facred places, as raifed by,
fpecial dire&ion from God; and yet correéts that extra-.
vagant regard for them, and confidence in. them,, which.
the Jews were {o ready to entertain.. ¥

' (€8s
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.45 ' Which alfo our fathers that came after
brought in with * Jefus into the pofleffion of
the Gentiles, * whom God drave out before the
face of our fathers, unto the days of David;

46 Who ' found favour before God, " and
defired to find a tabernacle for the God of
. - Jacob. '

47 " But Solomon built him an houfe.

48 Howbeit, ° the moft High dwelleth not
in temples made with hands ; as faith the pro-

‘phet, ' -
49 ? Heaven /s my throne, and earth is
my footftool : what houfe will ye build me?
faith the Lord: or what is the place of my
reft ?

THE ACTS.

! Jofh.3. 1re=14. &18. 3. Judges,18. 31. 1Sam.4. 4. &7.2. 2 Sam.vi. 1Chr. xiveexvi. 2 Kings, 8. 1—14.

Cuap. VII
50 *Hath not my hand made all thefe

things ? S .

51 § * Ye ftiff-necked and uncircumcifed in
heart and ears, ye do always * refift the Holy
Ghotft: * as your fathers did, fo db ye.

52 “ Which of the prophets have not your
fathers perfecuted? and they have flain them
which fhewed before of the coming of the * Juft
One ; of whom ye have been now the betrayers
and murderers: ,

53 ' Who have received the law by the dif-
polition of angels, and *have not kept ##. =

54 % When they heard thefe things they
were * cut to the heart, and they gnathed o
him with tbeir teeth, :

% Fxod.

® i.e. Jothua.

34.24. Deut. 4. 38. & 7. 1. 23, Pf. 78.55. Ch.13. 29. i P.4%. 70, 71. & 39. §g, 20. 1 Sam. 16.12, 13. A&s, 13. 22, it < S RT S
1~—5. 2 Sam. 7. 1—g. 1 Chr. 17. 1—4. &22.7,8. " 1 Kings, v=—viii. 2 Chr.ii—vii. 2 Sam. 7. 13. 1 Chr. 17. 32. ° Ch.17.24. 1 Kings,
8.27,47. Jer. 7.4 P If.66.7,2. Mat.s. 34. & 23.22. UlLxr5.2, 16, Jer. 23. 21 1 Kings, 8. 27, 9 Gen.i. Exod.20. 11. & 31.
17. Pf.33. 6. &civ. Jer. 32,17, * Fxod. 33.3. & 33.9. & 34. 9. Decut. g. 6. & 10. 16. Neh.g. 16, Jer. 6. 10. & 7.26. & 9.25,26. Ezek.
34.9. 1042 4. Zech. 7. 11, 12, Lev.26. 41. $ Luke, 7.32.  Ch.6. 0. t Ver. 9,25, 37, 40, 41. Pl 78. 8. ¥ 2 Chr. 36. 16.
Neh. 9.26.  Mat. 5. 12. & 23. 31, 34, 37. & 21. 34—39. & 22. 6. 1 Thefl 2. 15. Ch.2. 3. & 3. 13—715. &4.10,27. & 5. %0. * Ch. 3. 14.
1 Pet. 3. 18, Heb. 7. 26. 1 John, 2. 1. ¥ Exod. xix. xx. Gal. 3. 19. Heb. 2. 2. Deut. 33.2. PL 63. 17. 2 Kirg:, 17. 8=23. 1li v.
“lix, &c. Ezek. xvi. xx. wxii. xxiii. * Ch.5. 33 &13. 45. &22.22,23. Prov. 2. 4,5.

Ver. 45. With Fefus] With Fofsua. The word i,

rendered Gentiles, would mere properly be rendered beathens
in this place. ,

Ver. 46—50. And defired to find a tabernacle, &c.]
*Hrisaro, made it his petition.  From the account which the
Scripture gives of David, it appears how greatly he longed
to find out a place for the Lord,~—an habitation,—which is
a properer word than tabernacle in this place. Comp.
‘2 Sam. vii. 2. &c. and Pf. ¢xxxii. r—5. However, as he
‘was a man of war, and had fhed blood, he was not al-
Jowed to build the temple; which was deferred to the
‘peaceful reign of his fon; and hence the plain inference
was, that if king David was not thought fit to build the
‘temple, becaufe he was a man of blood, how much lefs
fit are they to have fuch a ftruture continucd to them,
who have murdered the great Mefliah, king David’s fon
and Lord. Farther, it is evident, that David and the Pa-
“triarchs worfhipped God as acceptably before this temple
was built, as he was worfhipped afterwards ; though it
cannot be denied that both the tabernacle and the temple
were erefted according to the will and appointment of

‘God ; and, when ufed agreeably to the original defign and

intention of them, were highly to be efteemed. St. Ste-
phen, however, goes on to convince them that they fet
100 great a value on this temple, when they would confine
to it the divine prefence, and all acceptable worfhip, feeing
that God is the omniprefent being, able to thew favour to
the pious and holy in one place, as well as another, through-
out the whole creation. Nay, indeed, the whole creation
is too narrow a temple for the omnifcient and omniprefent
God. :
Ver. s1—53. Ye fliff-necked, &c.] ¢ Thus have I given
e you a brief account of the various periods of revelation,

- €€

¢ or the feveral difpenfations of God to man, from the
¢ time in which Abraham, our renowned anceftor, was
¢¢ called out of idolatry to the knowledgc of the true God,
¢ unto this very day when the kingdom of the Meffiab has
¢ begun to take place—that feed of Abraham, in whom
« all the nations of the earth are to be bleflcd. And what
¢ T would have you underftand by all that has been faid,
¢ is this: that, in various ages and circumftances, Gex
¢ hath made various revelations, and ppointed different
¢ pofitive inftitutions ; —that temporal atHictions are con-
¢ fiftent with being in the divine favour; and that a zesmn-
¢ poral Meffiab is not to be expected : but that God, whc
¢ of old laid the plan for the fucceflive difpenfations, i.
“ now going to introduce the laft and beft of them, by
<« ere&ting his fpiritual kingdom under the Mefliah, who i
¢ none other than Jefus of Nazareth. And, it is no won.
* der that you fhould treat him as you did ; for you are
¢ a ftubborn, obdurate people, who, though you boaft o
¢¢ the circumcifion of the fle/b, yet are uncircumeifed in Fear
 and ecars, and incorrigibly bent upon your own wickec
“ ways. You even rejelt the very means which ought tc
¢ bring you to repentance, refufing the gracious invitation
¢ and offers of the Spirit of God, and treading in th:
¢ fteps of your difobedient anceftors. Which of the pr:
S phets have not your fathers perfecuted ?  Nay, they eves
¢ flew many who prophefied of the coming of that divin
¢ perfon, the Mefliah, whom Abraham, Mofes, Ifrael, Da
¢ vid, Solomon,—the tabernacle, the temple, the law, th
¢ prophets, and all the paft difpenfations, did ananimouf{]
¢ point at, and did fome way or other send to prepare me:
¢ for. And yet, notwithftanding all this vaft apparazes o
a long fucceflion of promifcs, prophefies, fhadows, ar
¢ reprefentations, which God from age to age hath giver

7 < ¢t
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looked up fteadfaftly into heaven, and faw
‘the glory of God, and Jefus ¢ ftanding on the

*Ch.4.2,31. & 6.5, 8, 10 < If vi. Fzek. i x.
t13 & 414 &S, 1. PLoxcg, 31, & 110 1, 5.

Pev. iv. v.

THE ACTS..
55 But he, being ® full of tlie Holy Ghoft,”

Mat. 3. 16. Ch. 10. 11.
¢ Ezek. 1. 1. Mat. 3. 16. Ch.10. 31,

991
right hand of God. - B
56 And faid, Bchold, T fee °tlje heavens
opened, and the Son of man ftanding on the
Dan. 7. 13.

Mark, 16. 14, . ch: g.24. & 7. 25,

wto prepare you for the rcception of himj;—gew, who
“ ought to have received him with the greateft aff:Ction
“ and regard, and protected him from any injurious treat-
« ment from others :—2ur yourfelves, I fay, have bafely
« betreyed, and wicked!ly murdered him.  And as your
% finis much greater than that of your fathers, who re-

i % jected only Mofes and the prophets; you may reafon-

wzoly expect (unlefs you fpeedily and fincerely rcpent)
« that the judgments of God, which followed them, will
“ come upon you to the uttermoit.  Nor wiil it be in the
« Jeaft wonderful, if God fhould depart from you, and if
% what you have charged me with afierting, fhould come
“ to pafs ; namely, that your city and temple fhould be
« deftroyed, and your whole nation fluin, or carried away
“into along and fevere captivity. I have charged you
“ with defpifing and murdering the Ju# One: but how
% fhould you be fuppofed to attend to one who came in
“fo Jow and humble a manner, when the law, in
“ which you fo much boaft, was publithed in an awful
“ pompous manner, amidit troops of angels ;—and yet,
“ o have not kept it.”  Chrift was, by way of eminence,
aled the Fuff or Righteous One, as being alone perfedtly
rihteous; ver. §2. See ch.iii. 14. Ifai. liii. 11. Zech.ix.
9. Itis a fine remark of Grotius, that the Sanhedrim was
obliged, by virtue of its very conftitution, to guard and de-
fend the lives of the prophets with peculiar care.—How
much more to prote€t from any injurious aflault, fo divine
ameffenger as Chrift was; inftead of which, they had not
only bafely deferted him, but had themfelves become prin.
dpals in his murder. ‘The word darayas, rendered dif
‘ftion, (ver. §3.) is a military word, and fignifies ranks
or trzps ; fo that the paflage fhould be read, awko have
received the law through ranks of angels, who were mar-
fhilled in folemn array on that great occafion. Comp.
Deut. xxxiii. 2. and Pf. Iaviii. 17. ‘The facred writer gives
usan auguft idca of the majefty which attended the giving
of the law. It was delivered with the utmot pomp and
magnificence, amid the innumerable hofts of the Lord God
Amighty. Te what we have faid on ver. 2. refpecting
this fpecch of St. Stephen, we will here fubjoin, in brief,
the fum of his' difcourfe. ¢ I acknowledze the glory of
% God revealed to the fathiers, ver. 2.—the calling of
“ Mofes, ver. 34., &c.—the dignity of the law, ver. 8. 38.
* 44.—the holinefs of this place, ver. 7. 45. 47.—And
« indeed the law is more ancient than the temple; the pro-
“ mife more ancient than the law : for God fhewed him-
 felf the God of Abraham, Ifaac, Jacob; and their chil-
“ dren, freely, ver. 2., &c. 0., &eo 17, &eo 32 34 45.
% —And they fhewed faith and obzdience to God, ver. 4.
“ 20. 23. particularly by their regard for the law, ver. 8.
“ and the promifed land, ver. 16. Mean time, God never
“ confined hi# prefence to this one place, or to the ob-
“ fervers of the Jaw; for he has been acceptably wore
. ]

~

¢ fhipped before the law was given, or the temple built,
and out of this land, ver. 2. 9. 33. 44. And that our
¢¢ {athers, and their polterity, were not tied down to this
¢ land, their various fojournings and exiles fhew, ver. 4.,
¢ &c. 14.29. 43, 44. but you and your fathers have al«-
¢ ways been evil, ver. 9. have withftood Mofes, ver. 25.,
¢« &c. 39., &c. have delpifed the land, ver. 29. fotfaken
¢ God, ver. 40., &c. fuperltitioufly honoured the temple,
¢ ver. 48. refitted God and his fpirit, ver. 25. killed the -
¢ prophets, and the Mefliah himfelf, ver. §2. and not kept
¢ the law for which ye contend, ver. §3. Therefore,
¢ God is not bound to you, much lefs to you alone.”

Ver. 55. And Jefus flanding on the right hand of God.
Sce the next note. It has been well obferved, that Chrift
is generally reprefented firting, but now as ftanding atr
God’s right hand 3 that is, as rifen up from the throne of
his glory, to afford help to his diftreffed fervant, and ready
to receive him. It feems a very juft conclufion of Mr.
Addifon’s, that other martyrs, when cailed to fuffer the
laft extremities, had extraordinary affiftances of fome fimi-
lar kind ; or frail mortality could not furely have endured
the torments under which they rejoiced ; and fometimes ~
preached Chrift to the converfion of the fpetators, and,
in fome inftances, of their guards and tormentors toe.
See Addifon’s Evid. of Chriftianity, ch.iii. fe&. s.

Ver. §6. Behold, I fee the heavens opened,] The reality of
Stephen’s feeing this vifion, as he defcribed it, appears
from the improbability of his being guilty of any defign
to deceive, as well as from the authenticity and certainty
of divine revelation. He was a man of great note and
eminence in the church, and held the firft place among the
feven deacons.  He juftificd the Chriftian faith againtt all
oppofers with fingular wifdom. He confounded all thofe
with whom he difputed. When falfe witnefles were
fuborned, and he was brought before the Sanhedrim to be
tricd, his judges faw that he was {o far from being daunted,.
that there was a {parkling majelfty in his countenance, like
that of an angel. This emboldened him to {fpeak without
referve to the council, and to reprove them for refifting the
Holy Ghoft 5 which enraged them to the higheft degree.
But Stephen, ftiil full of the Holy Ghoft, and undaunted
at what he forefaw he muft fuffer from an exafperated
mob, caft his eyes toward heaven, fiom whence cometh help,.
and bade them take notice that he faw the glory of God,.
and Jefus fhining at his right hand, in far greater glory
than they had feen in his face. If he had not been fure
that he bebeld him avbom they crucificd, a perfon of his wif
dom would have been more cautious, than to follow him
in that bloody path, to which this affertion of courfe led
him; efpecially as-his filence might have preferved him
from danger. But fo vifible was the majcfty of our Sa-
viour, that he could not but proclaim it, though he knew
they would call it blafphemy, and punith him for ir‘ wi;ix

cat
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right hand of God.

THE ACTS

floned bim ; and the witnefles laid down their

Cuap. VIIL

= ¢ Then they cried out with a loud voice, clothes at a young man’s feet, whofe name was
and ftopped their ears, and ran upon him with Saul.

one accord.

59 And they ftoned Stephen, calling upon

58 *And caft bim out of the city, and God,and faying," Lord Jefus, receive my fpirit.

f See ver. 54. Prov. 27. 45 5. Ch.13.45. & v4. 5. & 22. 22,33, Mat. 27. 22—25.
% Pl 31. 5. Luke,23. 46.

10,13. Lukeyg. 29. Ch.6.11. & 22.30. Heb. 13. 12.13.

€ Lev. 24. 14, 16. Deut. 13. 9. & 17. §5,7. 1 Kings, 21,

— ———

death. He was willing to fuffer for the honour of his
Mafter, who, by this vifion, demonftrated to him that he
was the 8on of tZe Higheft, and able to reward all his faith-
ful fervants with immortal glory. If it be afked how he
could fee the glory of God, (ver. 55.) and how he knew the
-perfon who appeared at God’s right hand to be Jefus? in
anfwer to the firft queltion, we may re‘Ply that he faw
God’s glory in the fame fenfe as others are faid to have feen
God: he beheld fome very bright appearance. - Thus
Mofes was afraid to Joosk upon God, Exod. iii. 6. Sucha
glory it was that Stephen beheld ; a glory more pure and
refulgent than the light of the fun; a glory, which was
the {ymbol of the prefence of the divine majefty, who
ufed in this manner to make men fenfible of his tranfcend -
ant invifible glory. In this divine prefence he faw Jefus in
the moft high and moft exalted place. Stephen indeed
faw him flanding-; which might refer to his prieftly office;
—flanding being the pofture of thofe who miniftered in
the temple at the altar. This pofture, therefore, might
imply his officiating in the heavenly places, for the comfort
of all Chriftians, as well as of Stephen himfclf ; .or rather
as ready to come to take vengeance upon the implacable
enemies who had killed him, and now perfecuted his fer-
vants. As to the fecond queftion, how he could know that
it was Fefus whom he faw, it is eaﬁlg replied to ;—he ap-
peared in the fame form as upon earth ; only more thining
and refplendent : and therefore, when Stephen fays to the
Jews, ¢ I fee the Son of man flanding,” &c. he means that
very Perfun who ufed to call himfelf the Som of, man. And
if we follow the fcope of his fpcech, he feems to fay no
lefs than this ; ¢¢ That very Perfon who called himfelf the
¢ Son of man, whom you have crucified, I now fee fo
¢ exalted, that I had rather die as he did, than not confefs
¢ him to be the Son of God.”. Stephen faw him rifen up
from his throne, as if he was coming to be avenged of his
enemies, to fuccour all his fervants, and to welcome this
martyr to immortal blifs. That Stephen was fully con-
fident of this is evident from his refigning up bis foul to
Fefus with the fame confidence, (ver. 59.) and almoft in
the fame words, with which Jefus gave up Ais to God the
Father. The laft words of our Saviour were, ¢ Father,
¢ into thy hands I commend my fpirit I” Luke, xxiii. 46.
Stephen, in the extremity of his fufferings, called upon
God, and faid, Lord Fefus, receive my fpirit! he died with
thefe and the following words in his mouth, crying again
with a loud voice,—Lord, lay not this fin to their charge! In
which he exprefled as much charity to men, as in the other
fentence he did faith in Chrift. I‘gow, as in this awful pe-
riod he difplayed fuch piety and goodnefs, fuch candour
and humanity, and was fo utterly void of all rancour, when
e had the higheft provocations from his enemies; we

—~—

"may conclude (befides the certainty of the fat as declared

in the canon of Scripture) that it is utterly improbable he
could be guilty of a lie to deceive others ; and we may be
affured that God would not {uffer fo extraordinary a perfon
to be deceived, to the ruin of himfelf, and to the facrificing,
if not cafting away, fo precious a life.

Ver. 57. Then they cried out, &c.] % This declaration and
« reference provoked them to fuch a degree, that crying
¢ out with a loud voice that they might drown that of Ste-

YL ee 1 PI1-rg =

¢ phen, they ftopped their own cars, as if they could not ~‘

¢¢ bear to hear fuch blal[phemy as they conceived he had
LU { po:cn, and furioufly ruthed upon him with one ac-
¢ cord.”

Ver.59. And they floned Stephen,] While they floned Stephen,
k¢ prayed, and faid, &c. Literally, They floned Stephen, in-
vaking and faying, &c. There is nothing for the word God
in the original. A folemn prayer, like this to Chrift, in
which a departing foul is thus committed into his hands,
is fuch an a& of worfhip as no good man would have paid
to a mere creature, Stephen here worfhipping Chrift in the
very fame manner in which Chrift worfhipped the Father
on the crofs. This floning feems to have been an a& of
popular fury, like the ftoning of St. Paul at Lyftra, ch. xiv.
19. and exceeding the power which the Jews regularly had.
The Jews were more than once ready to ftone Chrift, not
only when by their own confeffion they had not power to
put any one to death, but when nothing had pafied which
had the fhadow. of a legal trial. - How far they might now
have formed thofe exprefs notions of what the rabbies called
the judgment qf zeal is uncertain ; but it is plain they a&ted
on that principle, and as if they had thought every private
Ifraelite had, like Phineas, who is pleaded as an example of
it, a right to put another to death on the {pot, if he found
him in a capital breach of the divine law; a notion di-
rectly contrary to Deut. xvii. 6. which requires at leaft two
witnefles in capital cafes, where there is a legal procefs.
The manner of their ftoning perfons was this : a crier went
before him who was to die, proclaiming his name, his crime,
and thofe who. were witnefis againlt him. When they
were come within two or three yards of the place of exe-
cution, they firipped the criminal naked, except a fmall
covering, for decency, about his middle. The place of exe-
cution, from which they threw down the malcfator, was

-above twice the height of a man, upon which he was made

to afcend with his hands bound. When he was afcended,
the witnefles laid their hands upon him, and then ftripped
off their upper garments, that they might be fitter for go-
ing through the execution. From that high place onc of
the witneflcs threw down the criminal, and dathed his loins
againft a great ftone, which was laid there for that ver
purpofe ; if that killed bim not, then the other witnefs
threw
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60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a
loud voice, Lord,'lay not this fin to their

i Mat. 5. 44 Luke, 6. 28. & 23. 34. 1L 53. 12, 6.

k Mat. 9. 24.
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charge. And when he had faid this he fell
“ afleep.

John, 11, 31. 1 Cor, 15.6,18,20. 1 Thefl. 4. 13,14 Rev. 14. 13.

threw from the fame height a great ftone upon his heart,
35 he lay on his back, and was ftunned with the fall. If
that diéatched him not, then all the people fell on him
with ftones till he died.

Ver. 6o. Lord, lay not this fin to their charge.] The ori-
ginal is emphatical ; diterally, Weigh not out to them this fin,

“that is, % The punifhment due to it;” alluding to paffages
of Scripture where God is reprefented as weighing men’s
charalters and ations in the difpenfations of his juftice
and providence. Compare 1 Sam.ii. 3. Job xxxi. 6.
Prov. xvi. 2. Ifai. xxvi. 9. Dan. v. 27. This prayer of
St. Stephen was heard and remarkably anfwered in the
converfion of Saul, of whofe hiftory we fhall fhortly hear
more.

Inferences—Do any call us to account concerning our
faith and hope in Chrift ? Let the law and the teftimony
be our defence ; they all along fpake of him, and by them
we are affured that he is in himfelf the God of Abraham,
Ifaac, and Jacob, who appeared to Mofes in the flaming
buth without confuming it, was with him in all his dan-
gers, and wrought all the wonders of Ifrael’s deliverances
by his hands; and who was typified by that celebrated
prophet, and by Jofhua their leader into the land of Ca-
naan, and by the tabernacle and temple, and is now exalted,
in our nature, to the higheft dignity of his office in heaven,
and is worthy of all faith, religious worthip and adoration.
—~How true and faithful is God to his promifes; though
we, alas! are dull of underftanding, and do not obferve
his way and time for fulfilling them! But how fure are
his performances of all his promifes, in due feafon, to them
that truft in him ; and how gracioufly does he accept them
and their fervices, according to his own inftitution, of
what nation, or in what place foever they are! And, O
how much better is it to have God dwelling in our hearts
by faith, and in our religious aflemblies by his Spirit, as
his temple upon earth, till we get to the throne of his
glory in heaven, than to imagine that his {pecial prefence
15 confined to any material temple! But, ah! how prone
are hypocritical profeffors to be more fond of rites and ce-
temonies, than of his law and gofpel! How fadly have
many revolted from him, refifted his Spirit, perfecuted his
fervants, and rejected him and his falvation, to their own
dreadful perdition ! But the Lord Jefus will ftand by the
true confeffors of his name at the worft of times, will fill
them with the Holy Ghott, and give them feafonable ma-
nifeftations of his glory ; and when his enemies caft them
out, and cruelly put them to death, he flands ready to fup-
port and comfort them, to take them into the arms of his
love, and to receive them into heaven, that they may live
with him for ever. And O! with what holy liberty, zeal,
and courage, will they fpeak for him, and in his ftrength

fuffer. even to the worft of martyrdoms for his fake, when -

be calls them to it! With what humble confidence and

affuring fatisfation may they mvoke his name, and com-

rm;’ their departing fouls to him ; and with what peace
oL. 1 . : .

.

and pleafure may they die, with a forgiving fpirit towards
their enemies, and with a joyful aflurance of their own
fouls’ going immediately to Jefus, and of their bodies
fleeping in him, till they fhall awake to everlafting life,
and appear with him in glory !

But, O Saul ! couldft thou have believed, if one had
told thee, while thou waft urging on the cruel multitude,
while thou walt glorying over the venerable corpfe of pious
Stephen,—couldft thou have believed that the time would
come, when thou thy/elf thouldft be twice floned in the fame
caufe for which ke died ?—That tFou fhouldft triumph in
having committed thy foul likewife to that F¢fusy whom thou
waft now blafpheming ! In this inftance his dying prayer
was illuftrioufly anfwered for thee! In this inftance, zhe
wolf lics down awith the lamb, and the lespard with the kid, as
Ifatah has foretold. And it is moft delightful to think
that the martyr Stephen, and Saul the barbarous perfecutor,
(afterwards his brother—both in fzith and in marlyra’om,s
are now joined in bonds of cverlafting friendfhip, and
dwell togcther in the happy company of thofe who have
avafbed their robes, and made them white in the blood of tke
lamb, Rev.vii. 14. May we at length be joined “with
them, and, in the mean time, let us glorify God in both |

~ RrrLecTiONs.—1ft, Stephen, that noble confeffor, is
before his judges affembled in full council, with the high-
prielt at their head, all his known, avowed, and inveterate
enemies: yet, in anf{wer to the high.prieft’s demand, Are
thefe things fo? he boldly undertakes his defence. The
fcriptures are the armoury whence he draws the weapons
.of his warfare, and we find him a complete mafter of his
fubje@t. Being a Hellenift Jew, he quotes the feptuagint,
as the verfion commonly in ufe in their fynagogues, though
;:,onfaining fome variations from the original Hebrew. He
egins,

1. With a refpetful and affeltionate addrefs, entreat-
ing their unprejudiced attention; Aen, brethren, and Ja-
thers hearken.

2. He lays before them a concife view of the patriarchal
hiftory, in order that they might remember, that God had
a vifible church and people in the world before the law
was given, and ftill would have one when all the cere-
monial inftitutions were abolithed.

[1.] He opens with the call of Abraham, to whom ke
God of glry appeared, in fome vifible difplay of his pre-
fence, awhen he was in Mefopotamia, before he duelt in Char-
ran, in an idolatrous land, and faid unto him, Get thee out of
thy country, and from thy kindred, and come into the land which
1 /ball fbero thee : accordingly he immediately left his couns
try, and removed to Charran, and after his father’s death
receiving a fecond call, he came into the land of Canaan,
and abode there where they now dwelt.

Hence it appeared, that Abraham was in God’s favour
before he was circumcifed, and that God’s Shechinah had
vifited Ur of the Chaldecs, before it appeared in Canaan;
and therefore they might fee& trt%at neither the dilpenfation

' of
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CHAP VIL

By cccafion of the perfecution in Ferufalem, the church was
yplant{; inéamarfa{:v Phrilip tb? deacin, who preached, did
miracles, and baptized many, and among the reff Simon the
Jorcerery a great feducer of the peeple.  Peter and Fobn came
to confirm and enlarge the church, where, by prayer and
impofition of bands, they gave the H.ly Ghofi. ~ Simon would
have bought the like power of them ; but, Peter having re-
proved bis bypocrify and covetoufnsfs, and exhorted bim to
repentance, and having preached the word of the Lord, toge-
ther aith )‘7abn, returned to Jerufalem. But the angel
Jendeth Philip to teach and baptize the Ethispian eunuch.

[Anno Domini 34.]

ND * Saul was confenting unto his
death. And at that time there was

s Ch. 7. 8. & 22.20. 1 Tim. 1. 13.
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* a great perfecution againft the church which
was at Jerufalem ; and ° they were all fcattered
abroad throughout the regions of Judea and
Samaria, except the apoftles.

2 And ‘ devout men carried Stephen 70 bis
burial, and made great lamentation over him.

3 ° As fot Saul, he made havock of the
church, entering into every houfe, and haling
men and women committed ¢bem to prifon.

4 Therefore they-.that were fcattered abroad
f went every where preaching the word.

5 Then * Philip went down to " the city of
Samaria, and preached Chrift unto them,

€ i.e. the preachers. Ver. 4,14. Ch. 11. 19. 4 Ch.2. s,

42, 46. Gen. 50. 10. & 23.8. 2 John, 17. 31. 2 Sam. '3 31, €Ch. 7. 58 &g. 1, 2, 13, 11, 21. & 22. 3,4, 19,20. & 26. 9, 12. Gal. 1.
37,23 1Cor 15.9. Phil 3.6. 1 Tim 1.13. Mat. 10.23. Ch. 11. 19. & xiii. xiv. xvi—xix. Mat. 5. 15, 16. 1 Cor. 14. 31. Mark,
16. 15, 5 Ch. 6. 5. & 21. 8. with ver. 1, 14, 15, b John,iv. Gen. 49.10. If. 11. 10. & 43. 3==7. with Mat. 10. §, 6.

L

of the law, nor the land of Ifrael, were needful for the
acceptable worfhip of God. Nuze; (1.) Though we may
not fee clearly whither God is leading us, yet, when we
have his call, we may confidently go forward. (2.) They
who are travelling to the heavenly Canaan, cheerfully turn
their backs on earth with all its allurements. :

[2.] Though God had promifed Abraham the land of
Canaan for a pofieflion, and to his feed after him, when as
gyet he bad no child, yet he gave him not a foot of land for a
prefent inheritance : nor for four hundred years afterwards,
“reckoning from the birth of Ifaac, did any of his pofterity
enjoy the promifed inheritance, but lived unfettied, and
afflicted, under the tyranny of ftrangers, till, at the ex-
piration of the time appointed, God judged their Egyptian
oppreflors, and brought them at lait to ferve him in this
place. And this Stephen fuggefts, in order to lower their
pride on their original ; and, from the length of time which
clapfed between the promife and the fulfiiment of it, as well
as from the hardfhips which their fathers endured in the in-
termediate {pace, to fhew them that the principal obje&t to
which the Lord intended to lead them, was the heavenly Ca-
naan, of which this was but the figurc; and therefore it
could be no blafphemy to fay, that Jcfus could deftroy this
country, when he promifed.to bring his faithful fervants to
the heavenly Canaan, and the Jerufulem which is above.
Note ; (1.) Though God’s promifes may be long in their
fulfilment, they are fure to the faithful. (2.) The children
of God may be, and very frequently are, called to endure
the fevereft affl.tions here.  (3.) He will finally avenge
them on their oppreflors.

{3.] Having called Abraham to be his fervant, God
gave him the covenant of circumcifion, as a feal of the
rightcoufnefs of that faith which he had, being yet uncir-
cumcifed ; and this rite he tranfmitted to his pofterity,
circumcifing his {on I'aac on the eighth day, according to
the divine command. And Ifaac begat Jacob and the
twelve patriarchs, in whom the family of Abraham began
to enlarge ; yet even then did the fame fpirit of envy break
forth aguinfi Jofeph, as they who boafted themlielves de-
fcendants from thefe patriarchs afterwards thewed to Jelus,

a

of whom Jofeph was an eminent type, both in his fuffer-
ings and exaltation. The patriarchs, nioved with envy, fold
hint into Lgypt : but God awas with him, and delivered hims
out of all his afliclions ; and endued him with fuch wifdom
as recommended him to Pharaoh’s favour, who conftituted
him governor over Egypt and all bis heufe.  And thus had
God exalted his Son Jefus, whom they had brought to the
loweft {tate of ignominy and abafcment, to a throne of
glory. A dearth, which Jofeph had foretold, drove the
brethren of Jofeph fhortly after from Canaan to Egypt,
where, through his care, provifion had been laid up agatnft
the years of famine. There at the fecond interview, to
the aftonifhment of his brethren, Jofcph made himfelf
known to them ; and Pharaoh being acquainted with his
kindred, Jofeph, at his defire, invites his father and all his
family into Egypt, confiting of fcventy-five perfons.
‘There Jacob, with the patriarchs, died, and, in the faith of
the fulfiiment of God’s promife to Abraham, the bones of
the patriarchs were carried out of Ezypt, and laid in tle
Jepulchre that Jacob the grandlon of Abrabum biught for
a fum of money of the fons of Lmmor the futher of Sychem.
(See the Annotations.) T'hus they might obferve, that the
land on which they fet fo high a value, was afliCted with
famine ; that the patriarchs, of whom they boalted, all
died in a ftrange country, and never got pofleflion of Pa~
lefline ; and yet the faithful among them were neverthe-
lefs accepted of God, and their faith wus carricd out to the
heavenly inheritance, which Jefus has brought to light, and
has obtained for ali that perfeveringly b-lieve in him.

zdlly, Stephen proceeds with the hiitory of the Jewith

eople.

1. Wkenthe time of the promife drew nigh, they multi-
plied exceedingly. Then a new king arofe, which knew
not Jofeph, mor remembered what a Saviour he had been
to the land ; but, jealous of tbe increafe of the Ifraclites,
with hellifh craft he fought to extirpate them by a bloody
edi& to kill all the male children which fhould be born
while by the moft fervile and incefant toils and labour he
fought to harafs to dcath their fathers. And thus were
they alting againft the difciples of Jefus and his infant

churchj
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hearing and f{eeing the miracles which he
did. ‘

-
—

church ; but their fubtilty and malice would be equally
abortive 3 the followers of Jefus but increafed and multi-
plied the more.

2. In this ftate of diftrefs Mofes was born, defigned of
God for their great deliverer ; for when God’s people are
at the laft extremity, he is ready glorioufly to appear on
their behalf. The child was exceedingly fair ; {omething
peculiarly beautiful appeared in his infant countenance.
After being concealed three months, he was at laft ex-
pofed ; and fo Providence ordered it, that Pharaoh’s
daughter, coming down to the fpot to bathe, found the
babe, and was fo ftruck with his beauty and tears, that fhe
tock and brought him up as her own fon, giving him the
moft accomplifhed education ; {o that he was learned in all
the wifdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in
deeds ; remarkably judicious in his couuicls, and eminent
for his courage. T

Stephen fhewed hereby, that, far from difhonouring
Mofes, he regarded him with the greatelt admiration, and
fpoke of him with the higheft encomiums. He was alfo
an eminent figure of Chrift, expofed to like danger in his
infancy, and raifed up of God to be an infinitely greater
Saviour to his faithful people.

3. And when he was full{{orty years old, being arrived at
the prime of life, and almoft at the height of grandeur and
afluence, moved by a divine impulfe, he refoived to leave
the court of Pharaoh, and vifir his affli¢ted brethren.
And feeing one of them moft unjuitly abufed and beaten,
he interpofed in his behalf, and flew the Egyptian, as a
{pecimen of that authority with which he was invefted, as
their appointed dcliverer; fuppofing by this aétion they
would underftand what God intended to do for them by
his means; but the underflood not.  The next day ke fhewed
bimfelf again unto them as they firove, and, as a peace-maker,
would fain have reconciled the two Hebrews who quar-

relled with each other, fuggefting their ncar relation, and -

how unbecoming it was in them to abufe and fight with
one another., But he who was the aggreflor, impatient of
the rebuke (as thofe ufually are, who are in the wrong),
infultingly reje&s his interpofition, faying, Who made thee
s ruler and a judge over us ? as if he afflumed an authority
to which he had no title ; and upbraids him with what
he had done the day before 5 Wilt thou kill me as thou killedft
the Egyptian yeflerday ?  Perceiving hereby the danger in
which he was, and the ingratitude and bafenefs of his
brethren, Mofes fled, left, the falt being publifhed, he fhould
be arrefled as a murderer ; and taking up his abode in the
land of Midian, he fpent another forty years there, where
be begat two fons.

Now Stephen infinuates that it was no new thing with
them to reject and ill ufe their divinely-appointed deliverers.
As their fathers perverfely fhut their eyes againft the pre-
tenfions of Mofes, fo had they refufed Jefus the Prince of
glory, who came to deliver them from a worfe than Egyp-
tian bondage, even from the tyranny of fin and Satan, and
from the power of death and hell,

3dly,"Stephen proceeds in his account of Mofes, and,
far from fpeaking ought that could be confirued into

blafphemy againft him, none could ever make more ho-
nourable mention of this great lawgivet.

1. At the expiration of forty years, the great Angel of
the covenant, who in the fulnefs of time was to come into
the world as God incarnate, in the perfon of the man
Chrift Jefus, appeare