THE GOSPEL
ACCORDING TO

SAINT JOHN.

SAINT FOHN) This gofpel is univerfally agreed to bhave been written after all the reft, with
a view of completing whatever was deficient in them all. Saint Jobn, independently of bis
divine and infallible infpiration, muft be allowed to bave a moff perfect knowledge of the faiis
that be relates ; and as be undoubtedly examined all the other gofpels before be wrote, be is an au-
thentic witnefs of their wveracity, He was of our Lord’s near kindred, according to the tefli-
mony of the ancicnts.  Before be became acquainted with our Lord, be was a difciple of Fubn
the Baptif}, and probably one of thofe two whom be fent to Chriff.  Our Saviour bonoured bin
with bis moff intimate confidence, and loved bim beyond bis other difciples. He, and Peter, and
Fames, were, exclufive of the reft, witneffes of the raifing Fairus's daughter, of Chriff’s trans-
Jiguration, and of his agony in the garden. He was the only Apofile who flood under the crofs,
awben Chrift was crucified.  Michaelis thinks that Saint Fobn, in the life-time of bis Mafter,
awrote down fome of the beads of bis diftourfes ; at leaft that bis flile perfeély refembles that of
thofe who relate the difcourfes of another, after baving taken down the heads wwhile they were
Spoken. But we are not to confider this gofpel merely as an biflorical narrative, but alfo as a
controverfial treatife, defigned to refute various berefies ; for no fooner was the Chriftian church
effablifbed, but its doftrines were obfcured, debafid, and corrupted by errors and berefies of va-
rious kinds.  The firft beretics affumed the name of Gnoftics, that is knowing ones, pretending
to fuperior light and knowledge.  They were afterwards followed by the Nicolaitans, whif
Jalfe tenets were propogated by Ebion and Cerinthus.  7befe beretics prevailed moft in sfia:
wbhercfore the Afiatic bifbops defired Saint Jobn to draw up-a refutation of them; and be, by
the infpiration of the Holy Spirit, as well as in compliance with their requefll, compofed bis g [-
pely, with a vicaw * to put thife beretics to fbame, and to fheww that God the Fatber by Clrij,
« bis eternal Word and Son, made all things”  Whercfore, be dves not relite the birth and
parentage of Chrifly or even thofe fuils of wwhich be, Saint Peter, und Saint Fames, were exe-
witneffes, exclufive of the other apofiles ; but be meant only to collec fuch difivurfes and miracks
as might confirm the doclrines laid down in the firft chapter, which wwere counter- pofitions 1o

. Cerinthus and other beretics, whe maintained the groffeft errors concerning Chrifl.

Cerinthus is faid to Lbave taught, 1. That the mofi bigh God wwas cutirely wnknown befire the
appearance of Chrifty and dwelt in a remote bheaven, called Pleroma, with the chicf fpirits or
aons. 2. That this fupreme God firft generated an only-begotten Scen, who again begat the
word, which was infrior to the fifi-born. 3. That Chrifl avas a lower xon, though fur fo-
perior to fume others. 4. That there svere two bigh xons diftinét from Chrift ; oue called life,
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and the other light.  §. That from the %ons again proceeded inferior ovders of fpirits ; and
particularly one Demiurgus, who created this vifille world out of eternal matter. 6. That this
Demiurgus was ignorant of the fupreme God, and much lower than the xons, who were
wholly invifible. 7. That be was bowever the peculiar God and protetior of the Ilfraclites, and
Jent Mofes to them ; whofe laws and injunitions were to be of perpetual obligation. 8. That
Jefus was a mere man, .the real fon of Fofeph and Mary. . That the zon Chbrift defcended
upon bim in the form of a dove, when he was baptized ; revealed to bim the unknown Father,
and empowered bim to work miracles.  10. That the @on light entered Fobn the Baptiff in the
' fame manner, and therefore that Yobu was in fome refpells to be preferred to Chriff. 11, That
l\. when Fefus bad propagated the knowledge of God, and came to fuffer, Cbrift left bim, and
JSled to the uppermoft beaven. 12. That Fefus Chrift fhould reign on earth a thoufand years,
and his difciples enjoy all fenfual delights.  Some of the Cerinthian [t denied alfo the refurrec-
tion of the dead, and many of them maintained that fefus Chriff was not yet rifen. '
Now, we fhall find Saint Fobn's gofpel divided into three parts. The firlt, contains doclrines laid
down in oppofition to thofe of Cerinthus, Ch.i. 1—18. The fecond, delivers proofs of thefe
doftrines in an bifforical manner, Ch. i. 19.—xx. 29. The third, is a conclufion, or afﬁenzﬁx,
i giving an account of the perfon of the writer, and of the view he bad in writing, including
i alfo fome additional faéls, Ch. xx. 30. to the end. In what year this gofpel was written, is
e not agreed among the ancients. It fbauld feem to bave been before the defruction of Ferufalem,
cha. which bappened in the, year of our Lord 70 for Saint Fobn [peaks of that city as fubfifting,
| soir Chove 2. There is at Jerufalem, by the theep-market, a pool, &'c.  On the other hand, it
- appears from the gofpel itfelf to bave beem wwritten afler the death of Saint Peter, which is ge-
unerally placed in the year 78 : for the other evangeliffs, when they relate the cutting off the
bigh-prie/Fs fervant's ear, conceal the name of Peter, leff the Yews fbould have a legal pre-
tence to profecute bim, and deliver bim to the Romans, to be capitally punifbed : whereas Saint
Jobn mentions bim exprefily by name, Ch. xviil. 10. Nor could Saint Fobn probably bave
wterpreted the words of Chriff, Cb. xxi. 18. thou fhalt ftretch forth thy hands, and
another fhall gird thee, concerning the manner of Saint Peter's death, if it bad been written
before the crucifixion of that apoflle; fur before that time the words were ambiguous. This
limits the writing of this gofpel to the year 69, a year exprefsly [pecified by an ancient writer.
Others give the date of it fo late as the year 97. According to either computation, however,
Saint Jobn is allowed to have clofed the whele gofpel biffory, to bave. ratificd and confirmed the
Jormer gofpels, and to bavé cftablifbed the evangelical canon on the firmeft ground, and moft .

venerable authority.
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CHAP L

. The divinity, bumanity, and office of Fefus Chrift. The tefli-
mieny of  Fobn. Tb:' calling of Andrew, Peter, (e,

[Anno Domini 26.]

N * the beginning was the ®* Word, and the
Word was ¢ with God, and the Word

* was God. light of men.

" eGem1. 1. Pla 7. Prov. s. 22e=10. Col. 1. 17. » Rev.19. 13. 1 ‘!‘ohn, Y. 1,2. & 5. 7. Heb 1. 3. Ch. 3. 14. ¢ Prov. 8, j0.
Ch. 17. §.  Zech. 13. 7. ¢ Ch. 10. 30, 33. Phil.2. 6. Heb. 3. 3.” 1 Jchn, 5. 7,20, Tit.2. 13. Rom.g. 5. Il g. 6. € Pfss 6
Ver. 10.” Eph. 3. 9. 3Cor.8. 6. Col. 1. 16,17. Heb. 1. 2. Ch. §. 17,19. Rev. 4. 11 f Ch. g 26. & 6. 63. & 12. 50. 1 John, 5. 1.
Cel. 3. 3,4 Gal 2. z0.- .

St. JOHN: .

. without him was not any thing made tha

$ Ch. 8. 12. & 9. 5. &.12. 46. If. 42. 6, 7. & 44. 6.

" CHAR

2 The fame was in the beginning with
God.
3 ¢ All things were made by him; and

was made.
4 " In him was life; and the life ® was the

CHAP I

Ver. 1. In the beginning awas the Word,] ¢ In the begin-
¢ ning, before the foundation of the world, or the firft
¢ production of any created being, a glorious Perfon
¢ exifled, who may properly be called the Word of God,
« not only becaufe God the Father at firft created, and
¢ ftill governs, all things by him, but becaufe, as men
s difcover their fentiments and defigns to one another
¢¢ by the intervention of words, fpeech, or difcourfe, fo
¢ God, by his Son, difcovers his gracious defigns in the
« fulleft and cleareft manner to men. All the various
¢ manifeftations which' he makes of himfelf, whether in
¢ the works of creation, providence, or redemption; all
-¢ the revelations that he has been pleafed to give of his will,
&6 arc conveyed to us through him, and therefore he is,
« by way of eminence, fitly ftiled the Word of God.”
"The evangelift feems here to allude to the firft word of
Genefis, Berajbith, tranflated by the LXX, ¢v’Agx7, in the
beginning. See on Gen.i. 1. As this divine Word ex-
ifted at the time when all things were created, (fee Ver. 3—
10.) he exifted, confequently, from all eternity. 'This
verie thercfore is a diret contradition of the tenets of
Cerinthus, as reprefented in article 2, 3, and 8, of the
foregoing argument. Aéy@?s [Logos,] the name which St.
John applies to the eternal Son of God, figniies, accord-
ing to the Greek etymology, both difcourfe and reafon. Le
Clerc, in his notes on this paflage, takes it in the latter
fenfe, when applied to the Son, becaufe, long before St.
John wrote, the Platonifts, and after them feveral learned
Jews, particularly Philo, had ufed it in the fame fenfe, to
fignify the Creator of the world. The Stoics too feem
to have affixed a fimilar idea to the word Logos, when they
affirmed that all divine things were formed by reafon, or
the divine wifdom, in oppofition to the Epicurean fyftem,
which taught that the world came into being by chance,
or was made without reafon. Induced by thefe particu-
lars, Le Clerc fancies, that as the name Lcgos was fa-
miliar to the philofophers and learned Jews, who had
imbibed Plato’s principles, fuch Chriftians as admired the
writings of Plato and his followers, muft very early have
adopted, not the name of Logas only, but all the phrafes
which the Platonifts ufed in fpeaking of the perfon to
whom they gave that name, and confequently were in

danger of corrupting Chriftianity with the errors of Pla-.

tonifm. At the fame time he imagines, that though the
. notions of thefe philofophers concerning the fecond per-
sun of the Godhead were in general very confufed, they

had derived certain true ideas of him from tradition ; and
that the evangelift St. John, for this reafon, in fpeaking of
the fame Perfon, made ufe of the term Logss, to hew in
what fenfe, and how far, it might be ufed -with fafety by
Chriftians, But as it is very uncertain whether the pn-
mitive Chriftians ftudied the writings of Plato and Philo,
it is not probable that St. John would think it neceffary, -
in compofing ‘his gofpel, to adopt the terms and phrafes 1
of thefe philofophers.  Accordingly, the generality of "
commentators have rejeCted Le Clerc’s fuppofitions, be-
lieving that St. John, under the infallible diretion of the
Holy Spirit, borrowed the name Logos, either from the
Mofaic hiftory of the creation, or from Pfalm xxxiii. 6.
where, in allufion to that hiftory, it is faid, the heavens
were created by the aword of God; or from the Jewihh
Targums, particularly the Chaldee Paraphrafes, where the
aord of God is often fubftituted for what in the textis
Febovah. Nay, the term is ufed in fuch a manner, as to -
have perfonal attributes, even the attributes of the God-
head, afcribed to it; and is introduced in all or moft of
thofe places where the Hebrew mentions the fac, the
hands, or the eyes of God. St. John afferts that this #ord
was with God ; namely, before any created being had
exifted. This perhaps is fpoken in allufion to what the
Wifdom of God fays of himfelf, Prov. viii. 30. Our
verfion of the Greek particle wgés, rendered with, is fup-
ported by the beft claffical writers among the Grecks.
This fentence is in oppofition to the following verfes,
wherein we are told, that the Word was made fioh, thit
be duvelt among us, and was feen, which intimates his pre- I
exiftence before thefe circumftances. It is added, and b
Word was God ; upon which fome have remarked, that s
there is no article before the word @:G», God, it fhould be
read, and God was the Word : but this manner of exprel
fion is made ufe of by this fame apoftolic writer, Ch.iv
24.3 and feveral of the pureft writers among the Grecks
have frequently fentences wherein the fubftantive with
article, though placed after the verb, is to be conftrued
firft, and as the nominative to the verb. Many have e+
gerly contended, that the word God is ufed here in an -
ferior fenfe; the neceffary confequemce of which is, 3
they afirm, that this claufe fhould be rendered the Hrl
aas a God, that is, a kind of inferior Deity, as governos
are called gods: but it is impoffible he fhould here be
called merely as a governor, becaufe he is fpoken of %
exifting before the produion of any creatures whom

could govern; and it is moft incredible, that when] I::

¢
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i e And " the light fhineth in darknefs ; and
the darknefs comprehended it not. -

v
-l
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.

6 9 ' There was a man fent from God,
whofe name was John. :

% Ch. 3.19. " Rom. 1.19. Heb.7.1. Rom.8.7. Eph. 5. 8. 1 Cor 2.14. ! Mal. 3. 1. & 4+ §,6. If go. 3—6. Mat. iil. xi. xiv. Madk,
¥t soa—n. Luke, iiiis Ch. 3.22—36. & 5.33, 35. Ads, 13. 245 25. & 19. 3, 4. Ver. 33.

Jews were {o exceedingly averfe to idolatry, and the Gen-

tiles fo unhappily prone to it, fuch a plain writer as this

a., - apoftle fhould lay fo dangerous a ftumbling-block at the
«+ threthold of his work, and reprefent it as the Chriftian
f-:* doftrine, that in the beginning of all things there were
two Gods, one fupreme, and the other fubordinate; a

difficulty which, if poflible, would be yet further increafed, -

by recolleCting what has been mentioned in the argu-
. ment, that this gofpel was written with a particular view
. of oppofing Cerinthus and the Ebionites; on which ac-
... [, counta greater accuracy of expreflion muft have been ne-
s Cellary. There are fo many inftances in the writings of
enn this apoftle, and éven in this chapter, (fee ver. 6, 12, 13,
" i1 18.) where the word ®s®, without the article, is ufed to
. fignify God, in the higheft fenfc of the word, that it is
. {urprifing any ftrefs fhould be laid on the want of that

e

" But indeed St. Paul has fully determined this" point; for
_ he evidently infinuates that no being can be God, who is
. mot God by nature. Gal. iv. 8. Itis obfervable, that St.
" John's difcourfe here rifes by degrees: he tells us, firft,
o that the Word in the beginning of the world exifted ; thus
=2 aflerting his eternity : next, that he exifted with God, thus
{‘, "7 aflerting his co-eternity : and then, that he was God, and
145 made oll things ; thus afferting his co-equality. I cannot
o =~ conclude my annotation on this important paffage in pro-
01‘3533: perer words than thofe with which Dr. Doddridge
%5 clofes his note: ¢« Iam deeply fenfible of the fublime
iufd:“_ ¢ and myfterious nature of the doétrine of Chrift’s Deity

“* ¢ as here declared ; but it would be quite foreign to my
1.7, purpofe to enter into a large difcuflion of that great
i 07 ¢ foundation of our faith. It has often been done by
0<% € much abler hands: it was, however, matter of con-
, Pr9 € feience with me, thus ftrongly to declare my belief of
rie? “it5 and I fhall only add, with Bithop Burnet, that had
rr=° ¢ not St. John and the other apoftles thought it a do&rine
4 iF % of great importance in the gofpel fcheme, they would
;Ju:% “ rather have waved than inferted and infifted upon it,

1= “ conflidering the critical circumftances in which they -

, L= ¢ wrote.”

g Var. 2. The fame avas in the beginning with God.] The’

= 5" Socinians, who have laboured hard to fubvert the authority
2 of this Rubborn portion of fcripture, moft perverfely un-
derltand this paflage of Chrift’s being taken up into heaven
¢ after his baptifm, in order to be inftruted in the will of
5 God j for which they think they have Chrift’s own tefti-

»

e

, it mony, John, dii. 13. But they miftake the meaning of

“",;};; that pafiage (fee the note). Befides, the evangelift is

x¢ here deferibing the exiftence of the Word before he was
i~ made fleth, ver. 14.7and therefore he cannot be underftood
= 38 fpeaking of any thing which happened after his incar-
" .: Dation yHe i

D .

rD:, . Ver. 3. All things were made by him ;] Although the

v Sl
B
.7

word make is capable of an extenfive fenfe, yet, asin other

2
4

|
il
]

o -
o .

_ article as a proof that it is ufed in a fubordinate fenfe. -

" paflages Jefus is faid to have ercated all things, Col.i. 16,

we cannot doubt that St. John ufes the word éyivero in the
fenfe of creatiom, a meaning which it often has in the
Jewith fcriptures. It is true, this and the other pafluges.
which fpeak of Chrift’s making all things, are by fome ox-
plained of his erecting the Chriftian difpenfation. But let
it be obferved here, once for all, that if the Socinian ex-
plication of the texts, which attribute to the Lord Jefus
the names, perfetions, and ations of the trwe God, be
admitted, it will be impoflible to clear the evangelifts from
the imputation of having laid in man’s way a moft violent
temptation to idolatry : for it is well known that, as in all
ages men have been exceedingly prone to worfhip' falfe,
gods, fo it was the prevailing vice of the Gentile world
when the New Teftament was written : that the groffeft.
corruption of morals has ever flowed from this poifonous
fpring, Rom. 1. 24, &c. and that to deftroy idolatry, and
bring mankind to the fpiritual worfhip of the true God,
was the great end propofed by God in all the revelations
which he made of himfelf to men. This being the cafe,
is it to be imagined, that either Chrift-himfelf, who brought .
the laft and beft revelation of the divine will, or his apoftles,
who committed that revelation to writing, would on any
occafion have ufed fuch expreflions, as in their plain and
obvious meaning could not fail to lead the believers in that
revelation to afcribe to Chrift the names, perfe&tions, aad .
altions of the true God, and to pay him divine worfhip as
the truc God 3 while in reality they meant no more than.
that he was miraculoufly formed, was commiffioned to
deliver a new religion to the world, was endowed with the .
power of miracles, and,.in confideration of his exemplary.
death, was raifed from the grave, and had divine honours
conferred upon him? Inftead of reforming the world,
this was to have laid in their way fuch a temptation to
idolatry as they ‘could not well refilt ;5 nor has tha eficét
been any other than what was to be expe&ted: for the ge-
nerality, even of nominal Chriftians, moved by thefe ex-
preflions, have all along confidered Chrift as God, and
honoured him accordingly, as the God who made all things, .
and without whom was net any thing made that was made :
¢ not fo much as any fingle thing (¢4t ¥) having exiftence,
¢ whether among the nobleft or meancft of God’s works,
“ was made without him.” But, if all things were made
by him, he cannot be himfelf of the number of the things,
that were made: he is fuperior therefore to every created
being.  Befides, it fhould be remembered, that in the Old
Teftament the creation of the heavens -and the earth is
often mentioned as the prerogative of the true God,
whereby he is diftinguifhed from the heathen idols. The

-defign of the evangelift in eftablithing fo particularly and

diftin&tly the dignity, but efpecially the divinity of Chrift,
was, firft, to give due weight to the fundamental doctrine
of his atonement, and, fecondly, to raife in mankind the
profoundeft veneration for his inftru€ions: and without
doubt he who is zhe Word of God, the interpreter of the
divine couafels, and who is himfelf God, ought to be heard

5B2 . with
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7 * The fame came for a witnefs, to bear
witnefs of the Light, that all mcx through him
might believe. '

k Mal. 3. 10 If 40. 3==g. Mat.iii. Mark,i.

S, JOHN,

. Luke, iii. & 1. 16, 14, 76,97. Sce on ver. 6.
Ch. 8. 13. & 9. 5. & 12.46. If.49. 6. & 42.6,7. & 28. 26—29. ’Luke, ; 23. @ John, 2.8, & §5.20. Mal 4. 2.

Cuse. 1,

8 ' He was not that Light, but was fent 10
bear witnefs of that Light.
9 That ® was the true Light, which lighteth

! Ver. 20. Ch. 3. 28. " Vet 45,3, 8

with the deepeft attention, and obeyed with the molt im-
plicit fubmiffion. It is this circumitance,—that the Son
of God, who is God, came down from heaven to carth,
and in perfon inftituted the Chritian religion,—which
gives it a dignity beyond any thing that can be imagined
by men. It would be the work of a treatifc rather than of
a note, to reprefent the Jewith doétrine of the creation of
_ all things by the divine Logs, to which, rather than to the
Platonic, there may be fome reference here.

Ver. 4. In him was life;] The moft ancient fathers
who quote this text, fo gencrally join the words at the
end of the laft verfe, & %iyo.ev, which we render that was
made, with this 4th verfe; and St. John ules fo frequently

to begin the following fentence with what ended the fore--

going, that many judicious commentators think it to be the
truc reading, and therefore render it,—that which awas in
bim avas life ; ¢ that fulnefs of power, wifdom, and be-
¢ nignity which was 'in him, was the fountain of life to
« the whole creation ;” and the life which was in him, 5St.
John goes on to obferve, was the light of men; that is,

teafon and revelation, the greater and leffer lights of the '

moral world, were the effe@s of his energy on the minds
of intelligent beings: but, above all, the Light of the di-
vine Spirit, by which alone any thing can be fpirituaily
difcerned (1 (go . ii. 10—14.), 1s the gift of Jefus, and the
purchafe of his Blood. The reader will recolledt, that
Cerinthus (as we have fhewn in article 4.) afferted that
there were two high #:ns diftinct from Chrift, one called
Lifz, and the other Light ; in oppofition to which St. John
here afferts, that the Word, Life, and Light were the {ame
identical perfon. Ashaving /ife in him/elf is the charalteriflic
of God, St. John, by faying this of Chrift, afferts his prop-r
divinity, and intimates, at the fame time, that he was the

eat fountain of life to all creatures. Life and /light are
gequently connected in fcripture; if any one fhould
queftion how the Logos could be the author of fo many
things, it is here fully explained, In him was life. And,
left it fhould be imagined that this power of life could
be exhaufted in calling fo many creatures into being, it is
added, that this life was light ; light being of that nature,
that, though it enlightens many, it is not in the leaft di-
minithed thereby. The apollle, in another place, tells us,
that Ged is light ; here the Word is fo called, and confe-
quently was Gody as’the evangelift afferts in ver. 1. It is
remarkable, that in Midra/b the Mefliah is defcribed in a
moft glorious light, excecding the fun in radiance.

Fer. 5. And the licht fbineth in darknefs ;] ‘We have ob-
ferved in the former verfe, that Chrift is the fountaip of
all fpiritual light, o that nothing can be fpiritually dif-
cerned but by his Spirit.  This light fhone in the hea-
then world, and nncer the difpenfation of Mofes, and ftill

thineth in darkne/s, cven upon the minds of the moft igno-'

rant and wicked part of mankind ; darknefs being not only
ufed for a flate of ignorance, whetber wilful or natural;

but likewife for a flate of obflinate wickednefs. See Egh.
v. 8. It is notealy to determine with exaltnefs the fenfe
of the original word axrizafes, which we render compre-
hend. Some have obferved, that it fignifies to attend 1z,
or embrace, {o as to attain or enjoy the end and benefit
defigned by a thing. Thus it is applied to the knowledge
of 1the /aw, Ecclus. xv. 7. and to juflice, or righteoufn:,
ch. xxvii. 8. of the fame book. Darknefs, as we have i
timated, is ufed for perfons involved in darknefs.—Ye were
Sfometimes darknefs, but now are light in the Lord; where
‘'we may note the fame double ufe in the word /ight, which
darknefsy in St. John’s gofpel is capable of admitting ; asit
ﬁ;ﬁlf fignifies perfons enlightened, and then fimply light
icfelf. : :

Ver. 6. There was a man fent from God,] The evangelitt,
in giving the hiftory of the Baptift’s miniftry, tells us,
the firft place that he was merely a man, in oppofition to
article 10. in the argument wherein Cerinthus reprefents
John as fuperior to our Saviour, whom the apoftle has
already fhewn te be God. The evangelift tells us next,
that John had a fpecial commiffion from God, being called
to his office by divine infpiration, as the prophets were
of old; and that ke was fent to bear watnefs of the
light, oty to peint out the Meffiab, whom he had calied in
the gth verle the light of men ; becaufe it was onc of the
principal prophetic chavaters of the Meffiah, that he was
to enlighten the world. Hence he is called by one pro-
phet, the Sun of righieoufnefs, by another, the light of Sicn
‘and a light to lighten the Gentiles.  See ch.v. 25.

Ver. 7. The fame came fir a witnefs,]  To bear teffimens.
The next fentence may be underitood as explanatory of
that which goes before, He canme for a teflimony, thatis, te
bear teflimcny concerning that light,  Some commentaters
apply the word Hun, in the next <laufe, to the Light here
fpoken of, and others to :7(:/:'1, as the inftrument of men’s
belicf. By believing we are to underftand the acknowiedg-
ing with the underftanding and heart, and receiving Chrit
as the Mefliah,

Ver. 9. That awas the true light,]- & The true light of
¢« which he fpake, was Chrift, even rhat Sun of righteoul-
“ nefs and fource of truth, which coming into the worlt,
¢ enlightencth every man ; difperfing his beams, as it were,
¢« from one end of the heavens to the other, to the Gentilt
¢ world, which was in midnight darknefs, as wellasto
“ the Fews, who enjoyed but a kind of twilight.” See
John, 1ni. 19. xii. 46. Heinfus would read the 8th, gth,
and 1oth verfes, thus: He, John, was not that light ; kt
he wwas, (that is, he exifted or came, taking the 7r at the
beginning of the oth verle,) that ke might bear witndsto
that light :—ver. 9. The true light which, &c. Ver. 10. Wa
in the world, &c. Some read ver. 9. The true Light, vt
came into the werld, to enlighten every man, &c. Ver. 10
And the world bhad been made by himy but, &c. To thefe

_interpretations it has been obje&ted, that where Chrifg;
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ull " - O
iz every man that cometh into the world.

.. 10 He was in the world, and ® the world

"> was made by him, ° and the world knew him
ST not.

11 * He came unto his own, and ? his own

received him not. .

12. But as many as received him, to them

® Heb. 11. 3. & 1.2. Eph.3. 0. Col.1.16,17.

; _xc, 11, Phil.3 6—8. 1. .Tim. 3.16. Heb 2.14,16. 1 John, 3. 8.

St JOHN.
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gave he * power " to become the fons of God,
even to them that believe on his name:
13 * Which were born, not of blood, nor of

. the will of the fleth, nor of the will of man,

but of God. '
14 9 * And the Word was made flefh, an
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory,

1 €or. 1. 31. & 2. 8, 14. P Rom. g. 3. Gal, 4. 4. Mat. 30, 6. &

.: vs.24. Afsy 3. 25. & 13.46. Rom. 15. 8, 9 Luke, 59. 14. If, 53.2,3. Mar. 21.18,39. Heb.10.29. Ch.15. 24, * Or the right or
" privilege. f Rom. 3. 15. Cal. 3. 26. 2 Peter. 1.4. 1 John, 3.1, Jf ¢6. 5. 2 Cor. 6. 17,18, * Ch.3. 3,5 James, 1. 38. 1 Pet. 1.83.
1 Cor. 3. 6. Deot. 50. 6. Fzek. 36. 26. t Gal. 4. ¢.

M. 7. 14o Mat, 3. 16—25. Luke, 3. 26—=35. & 2. 3=7,

.. faid to have come into the aworld, that expreilion feems to
» refer to the manifeftation of him to the world, or his ap-
i pearance in the fleth. Now this appearance of Chrift
= feems to be exprefled by St. John, in the two next verfes,
rizz by the paft tenfe; Fle avas in the werldy, He came unto bis

own : whereas the ufe of the prefent tenfe, in the verfe
.o before us, rather leads us to think of that fpiritual illu-
. 4. -: mination which Chrift ftill imparts,—though no longer
..« manifeft in the fleth,—to all who will receive him; ac-

;beadded, that as the original word Zpxduerer, rendered
. eometh, immediately follows the word dvfpwros, man, it
. - feems rather more natural to conftrue it with that word,
' It may be added further,
b © that this conftruttion is more fuitable to St. John’s par-
. .y ticular defign, which was to cppofe the doctrine of Ce-
. ninthug, who affcrted, (article 1.) that the moft high God
v - Was entircly unknown before the appearance of Chrift; in
. oppofition to which the evangelift affirts, that men had
f'f", received fuch lights on this head, under the various dif-
", penfations through which they paifed, as rendered them
-, imexcufable if they remained ignorant.  And though this
“ " heretic had pretended, (article 7.) that his Demiurgus
. was the peculiar God and proteétor of the Ifraelites; yet
., isit here fhzwn, that the true Chrift had pity and aflection
"7 " for the reft of mankind; and that the lizht to be diffufed
"'~ by him, was not to be confined to the narrow circle of
" the Jewith commonwealth, but, like t'at of the fun, com-
municated to every man that coreth into the seorld.

" Ver. vo. He was in the world, &c.] The Word and
_ . Son of God came down to earth; and though the world
“" was made by him, 2ll the ivhabitants thereof being the
57‘, work of his hands, yet that very world, that is, thofc in-
¢ habitants of it, did not #mw and acknowledge him as
%" their Creator, and as the Word fent to reveal the will of
“ God to them. This is in oppofition to the dotrine of
i Cerinthus, (article 5.) Sece the Inferences and RefleSions
on this chapter.

2% Ver.x1. He came unto his cawny] ¢ He came to the
. %« Jewifh nation, who were under the moft diftinguithed

]

’z" d,'., than with 2 word more remote.

14" % obligations to him, and to whom he had been exprefsly

.® & promifed as their Mcfliah: ye2 kis cwn pesple did not re-
. % ceive bim, as they ought, but, on the contrary, treated
[:* % him in the moft contemptuous and ungrateful manner.”
-s% Thus we have endeavoured to .exprefs the difference be-
5 tween the phrafe si; 7 idia, and the other ¢t Idio: in the
'u;(f-‘

-~ cording to that of St. Paul, Eph. v. 14. To which may

original, which is fo difficult, that few verfions have at-
tempted it: yet, as Grotius has well obferved, the energy
of the text cannot be underftood without attending to it.
That the Jewifh nation was in fome peculiar fenfe under
the care and guardianfhip of Chrift, before his incarnation,
this paffage ftrongly intimates, as well as a variety of texts
in the Old Teftament, where we have not failed to remark
this particular. .

Ver. 12. gave be power; &c.] Gave ke the privilege to
become fons, &c. Doddridge, &c. See the 12th pofition
in the argument. The word name is frequently ufed, as
we have had occafion to obferve, for the perfon or man
who bears it; as likewife for that chara&eriftic by which
he is diftinguithed from all others. The verb misevn, 2o
believe, is, in the Greek claflics, ufed with a dative cafe
fignifying the perfon, and with an accufative fignifying
the thing. Thus when joined to the word man, in the
dative, it denotes to believe a man, ot to rely upon bim ; but
when joined with the word #bing, in the accufative, it fig~
nifies to befieve that it is true ; but in the words 2o believe
in bis name, where the word belicve is followed with a
prepofition governing the accufative, the paffage has a fenfe
different from the exampics produced above, and fignifies
a religious belief in Chrift 3 which is underftood to include .
a confidence in him as the Saviour of mankind, and ours
in particular. . .

Ver. 13. Which'were born, not of blood,] They who thus
believed on him, became poffefled of this privilege 5 not in
confequence of their being burn of bluod, or of their being
defcended from the loins of the holy patriarchs, or fharing °
in circumcifion and the blood of the facrifices ; 7o could
they alcribe it to the will of the fl=(h, or to their own fu-
perior wifdom and goodnefs; as if by the power of cor-
rupted nature they had made themfelves to differs nor 2o
the will of man, or to the wifeft advice and moft powerful
exhortations which their fellow-creatures might addrefs to
them ; but muft humbly acknowledge that they were born
of Ged ; and indebted to the efficacious influences of his
unmerited and regenerating grace for all their privileges,
and for all their hopes. Compare ch. iii. 1 — 8. and Titus,
ili. 3=~7. This is a very important and edifying fenfe of
the prefent paflage, which is very difficult, and has been
varioufly tranflated and underftoed. _

Ver. 14. And the Word acas made fle/b,] This d'vine and
eternal Word was made fleth; united itfelf to our inferior

miferable pature, with all its innocent infirmitics, (fee

" the
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ther,) * full of grace and truth.
.. 15 9 John bare witnefs of him, and cried,

faying, ” This was he of whom I fpake, He and grace for grace.

“Ifg. 6 Heb 13 Phila.6 Coli.1s &2.9. Mat.17.2. 2 Peter,1.17. If.40. 5.

S 2Colx1g. & 2.4,9. 1 Cort g0 TA,
33. 24, 2§. Mat. 3. 11, Ch. 3. 30, 31. & 5. 33. Ver. 27, 30. ¥ Ver. 1. Micah, 5. 2. Prov, 8. 22e=30. Ch. 17. 5 & 8. 58. 1096 Ca
2. 1%, * Col. 1. 19. & 2.9,10,19. Ch. 15 1—35. & 3. 34 Ver. 14,17. Eph.1.3—7.

St. JOHN

* the glory as of the only begotten of the Fa- that cometh after me is preferred before me:

Cuap. L

for * he was before me.
16 * And of his fulnefs have all we received,

the oth article in the argument ;) and not made a tranfient
vifit, but for a confiderable time pitched his tabernacle among
wsy—smwosy, which manifeftly alludes to the tabernacle
of Mofes, where the Shechinah, or divine glory, inhabited.
So the Logos, or divine nature, fbechinized, or tabernacled in
the human body, which Chrift afflumed. The word™ glory
here alludes to this Shechinah, or fplendid light, which the
_Chaldee paraphrafe always interprets by the word glory.
¢ e, his dilciples, (fays St. John,) beheld his glory with
¢¢ admiration, and knew it to be fuch as became the only-
¢ begotten of the Father ;” for he was not decked with
the glitter of worldly pomp and grandeur, but he fhone
moft beautiful with the glory of the divine perfetions ;
and withal he wrought the greateft and moft beneficent
miracles, exprefsly called by this evangelift, His glory, ch.
ii. 11. Perhaps alfo there is an allufion here to the defcent
of the Holy Ghoft upon Jefus at his baptifm ; to the glory
with which his body was adorned at the transfiguration,
and to the voice from heaven a little before his cruci-
fixion. The particle «, rendered as of, does not denote
fimilitude or comparifon, but reality and confirmation.
In this fenfe it is ufed by the LXX, P[. Ixxiii. 1. Truly,
God, is, &c.—And here it fignifies the glory of the true
and real Monogenes, or Only-begotten. For this verfe
afferts, that the Logos and Moncgenes were not diftint
beings, but one and the fame perfon, in oppofition to Ce-
‘rinthus, (article 2.) The laft words full of grace and truth,
feem much more naturally and properly to belong to the
Wordy=the preceding fentence being read in a parenthefis,
—than to the Father, as fome would connet them. , The
meaning is, that as this /7erd who dwelt among us, was
in himfelf moft benevolent and upright, fo he made the
ampleft difcoveries of pardon to finners, which the Mofaic

difpenfation could not poflibly do; and exhibited the mott .

fmportant and fubftantial bleflings ; whereas that was at
. beft but a fhadow of good thingsto come. Trutb is here
" ufed, as it often is in the feripture, not fo much in oppo-
fition to falfehood, as to hiercglypbics, types, and fbadows.
See ver. 17. Heb. x. 1. viii. 2. ix. 24. Dan. vii. 17. and
Col. ii. 3. 17. : :
" Ver. 15. Fobn bave avitne/s of kimy, &c.] This might
probably happen at the time when Jefus made his firft
appearance among thofe who came to be baptized by John
when at his offering to receive his baptifm, though John
* had been a ftranger to him before, and knew him not by any
perfonal acquaintance with him, yet, by fome powerful im-
reflion of the mind, he prefently difcerned that this avas
y‘{e, whom he befere had taught the people to expect, and
of whofe perfon he had given them fo high a charalter;
for it was plain from his knowledge of Jefus, that John at
firft would have declined baptizing him, as an honour of
- which he looked upon himfelf to be utterly unworthy.

Nor is it to be doubted, but that when firft he knew the
Perfon of whofe appearance he had raifed fuch expe@ations
by his preaching, he would immediately be ready to ac.
quaint his hearcrs that this was he who was intended by
him; which they themfelves might have been ready to
conclude, from the uncommon veneration and refpett
wherewith he was treated by the Baptift, who had been
always ufed to treat men with the greateft plainnefs.
Comp. ver. 27. 30. with Matth. iii. 14. Erafmus fuppofcs
that St. John, in the words, He that cometh after me, i
preferred, &c. refers to the honours which he knew ha L"
been paid to Jefus in his infancy by the angels, whoan. [
nounced his birth to the fhcp?«crds; by the fhepherds
themfelves ; by the eaftern magi; by Simeon and Ao,
&c. honours which could not be parallcled by ang thing
that had happened to him: but the words have, Idout '
not, a more extenfive meaning ; comprchending the fu-
perior dignity of Chrift's nature, office, commiffion, and
exaltation as Mediator, as may be collected ‘from Matth.

ili. 11. the paffuge here referred to. The DBaptitt adds, -
For ke was before me; < It is fir that Jefus fhould be :f':
¢ raifed above me, becaule he is a Perfon fuperior inma-
¢ ture to me; for though he was born after me, he exified
¢ before me.” This undoubtedly refers to that ftatc of
infinite and eternal glory in which Chrilt exifted before
his incarnation, of which the Baptift fpeaks fo plainly,
ch. iii. 31.  See the 1oth article in the Argument.

Ver. 16. And of bis fulnefs, &c.]  And 1, (John the
¢ apoftle) who had the honour of being numbcred ameng
¢ his moft intimate friends, would with plealure, in my
¢ own name, and that of my brethren, add my teftimony
¢ to that of the Baptift, as I and they have the greatett
¢ reafon to do; for ¢f his overflowing fulnefs have we ot
¢ received whatever we pofic(s as men, as Chriftians, or
¢ asapoftles; and he hath given us even grace upos gra
¢¢ —a rich abundance and variety of favours, which wil
¢ ever make his name moft dear and precious to our
¢ fouls.” It is evident, that what is faid in this verl,
muft be confidered as the words of the evangelift. Join
the Baptift had never yet mentioned the name of Jefus;
and the expreflion we a//, fhews it could not be his words;
for thofe to whom he addreflfed himfelf, do not appeari0
have received grace from Chrift.  The laft French verfon,
with great propricty, includes ver. 15. in a parenthels,
and fo conneéts the 16th with the 14th verfe; as if i
had been faid, He dwelt among us,—full of grace and trut?;
~and of bis fulnefls have we all received, &c. The inter
pretation which we have given of Kai xipw &vri x2p.76%
even grace upon grace, is approved by Sir Ricbard Elliy
Doddridge, and many others, and feems the moft aly
fenfe. Grotius would render it, Grace of mere grace; tht
is, ¢ the freeft grace imaginable ;” and others approvg‘g
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17 * For the law was given by Mofes, but

1., grace and truth came by Jefus Chrift.
13 “No man hath feen God at any time;
the only begotten Son, which is in the bofom

i of the Father, he hath declared bim.

¥ Exod. xx. to Deut. xxxi. Col. 2. 17.  Hcb. i,

Ch. 6.46. & 14.9. Exod. 33.20. Deut. 4.12. If 48. 17. & 61. 1.
& 19. 4.

St. JO HN.
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19 9 ¢ And this is the record of John, when
the Jews fent priefts and Levites from Jeru-
falem to alk him, Who art thou? '

20 And he confefled, and denied net; but
confefled, I am not the Chrift.

¢ 3 Tim. 6. 16. & 1.17. Ch.5. 37. 1 John, 4. 12. Mat 11 27. & 3. 17. Luke, 10. 22.
Jer. 31, 340

9 Ch.g.32. Luke,3:15. Ch.3.28—36. AQs,33.23,2
5 5 3 3 3 5

:;,;,under the gofpel difpenfation all men receive grace for grace ;
..—privileges and advantages, in proportion to the improve-

“them, Comp. Matth. xiii. 12. James iv. 6.
. Ver. 17. Grace and truth came by Fefus Chriff, &c.] The
-word eyivero, rendered came, here implies, that grace and
Ttruth were exhibited, or appeared. 'Lhis verfe is delivered
" in oppofition to the Ebionites, who preferred Moles to the
“Lord Jefus. The gofpel is here, as in other places, called
grace. 'I'he word grace, in its moft obvious meaning, fig-
“nifies favour ; favour flowing from mercy and beneficence,
“to which the perfon who receives it can make no claim
‘s of right. In this fenfe, the gofpel is moft particularly
" “and emphatically grace ; in all and every part of it, it was
“the gift of God, which we could not in any manner be
“faid to deferve. The gofpel is grace, as it promifes the
“- faithful faints, not only an exemption from punifhment,
ut a refurre€lion to cternal life. The gofpel is grace,
-1 it promifes us the divine afliftance to comfort us in
“fflitions, and enable us to work out our falvation. The
‘zofpel may be called grace, with refpe& to the manner
= in which it was revealed. The law was-delivered with a
:-pomp and majefty that ftruck terror ; but the gofpel made
‘it appearance with mildnefs and condefcenfion, and was
introduced by the Son of God, converfing familiarly with
.-men, teaching them by his dotrine and example. What-
- [oever was burdenfome in the law of Mofes, was abolithed
~in the gofpel. The gofpel is grace, as it containsrighteous
.‘and equitable laws ; the duty that it teaches towards God is
-~ 1 reafonable fervice, which we are bound in gratitude to
serform ; and that duty which we owe to our neiihbour
.romotes the happinefs- of mankind, while that which is
--:njoined by it to ourfelves tends to moderate and fubdue
-wvery unruly paffion. The gofpel is grace, asitisa gift

- ffered to all, an invitation from which none are excluded.

_Again, grace in fome places of the New Teftament means
- hofe extraordinary powers which the Holy Ghoft con-
~erred upon the apoftles and firft believers, as well as the
.ordinary influences of the Spirit; and in this fenfe the
~rofpel emphatically is grace. Laftly, grace means holinefs,
- roodnefs, and moral virtue ; in which fenfe the gofpel is
“-race, as it fets pure morality in a clear light, and en-
-orces the pradtice of it by the beft and moft effe¢tual
_notives. ‘'The gofpel is called truth, in oppofition to the
. alfehood of paganifm, which had -ever-run the world—
"ruth, as it is the accomplifhment of the prophefies of fu-
" ure favours made under the law, and becaufe an image

"nd reprefentation of gaad things to come was contained in -

"he law ; whereas in the gofpel thefe good' things are
rought to light. The gofpel therefore is truth, in . op-
: . ‘

~

pofition to the Jewith difpenfation, as it is the fubftance
and reality of all thofe things which are figured by the
law 5 or as they were mere fhadows compared to that
folid and fubftantial zruth which Chrift has difcovered.
to us. . '

Ver. 18. No man hath feen Ged at any time;] Neither
Mofes nor any of the prophets, who in former ages de~
livered the will of God to men, ever faw the divine Be-
ing in his effence, and therefore they could not make a
full difcovery of his perfeCions ani counfels to men. The
only Perfon who ever enjoyed this privilege was the Son-
of Gody who is in the bofom of the Fatler: he always was
and is the darling obje¢t of his tendereit affe@ion, and the
intimate partner of his counfels ; and th:refore he was able-
fully to declare the great purpofe of God concerning the
redemption of the world. o be in one’s bsfom, denotes the-
greatelt familiarity and intimacy, a communication of
counfels and defigns, and entire and tender affe@ion.
Hence it is ufed, Deut. xiii. 6. xxviii. 54. to fignify a
man’s beft beloved wife. The word {ényrsare, rendered:
declared, fignifies to explain, to interpret, to declure, and ig.
particularly applied by the heathen writers to the explana-
tion or declaration of things relating to religion. -

Ver. 19, 20. And this is the record of Fobn, &c.] Thefe:
verfes would be better rendered thus, Now this is the tef-
timony of Fsbn, (mentioned ver. r5.) When the Jews
Jent priefls, &c. ver. 20. then he confeffed, &c. The rulers
at Jerufalem having been informed, that the Baptift’s ex-
traordinary fanility, zeal, and eloquence, together with'
the folemnity of his baptizing, had made fo great an im-
preflion on the people, that they were beginning to think’
he might be the Mefhah, refolved that certain of their
number, whofe capacity and learning rcndered them equal
to the tafk, thould go and examine him. When thefe
meflengers arrived at Bethabara, they afked the Baptift if"
he was the Mefliah, or Elias, or that prophet who was faid-
to arife and ufher in the Meffiah, of whofe coming there
was at this time a general expeQation ? And this is the -
record of Fobn ; this is the teftimony which John bare
publicly to Jefus avhen the Fews, that is, the fanhedrim,.
or great council of the nation, who took cegnizance of the.:
pretenfion which' any- perfon made to the charaCter and’
office of a prophet, fent priefls and Levites from Ferufalem, .
perfons of the firft confideration- for learning and office,
and who, being maintained at the public expence, had bet<
ter opportunities of ftudying the law, and acquiring know-
ledge, o afk kimy Who art thou? ¢ What-charater doft’
¢ thou aflume to thyfelf!” The queftion is not-concern-
ing his office, but his perfon. And be confefed and deniéd
noty but in the ftrongeft terms folemnly protoffed I am not
the Mefliab ; ¢ 1. know that the people begin to look om

¢ me
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21 And they afked him, What then? Art

thou Elias? And he faith, I am not. Art
thou ’ that prophet? And he anfiwered,
No.

22 ‘Then faid they unto him, Who art thou ?
that we may give an anfwer to them that fent

¢ Not:1 Kings, 17. r. but Mal. 4. 5. Mat. 11. 14, & 17. 10==T3.
Mat. 3. 3. Mak, 1.3, Like, 3.4 Ver.ag. Mal 3. 1. & 4. 57

‘St JO HN.

T Or a propler. .
" Luke. 7. 30. Mt 2131, 32. Alls,23. 8. & 76.5. Phil. 3.5, 6

o Caarl
us. What fayeft thou of thyfelf?

23 * He faid, T am the voice of one crying
in the wilderne(s, Make firaight the way o
the Loi 1, as faid the prophet Efaias. .

24 .»ad they which were fent were of the |
* Pharifies, ’

Deut. 18. 15—18. with Mat. yr. 9g—11. E1f g05

¢ me as-their long-expeéted Deliverer; but I tell you
~%¢ plainly, they are miflaken.” To every candid judge, the
declaration which on this occafion John made fo freely
“to the priefts and Levites, and which on other occafions
he repeated publicly in the hearing of the people, will
appear a {trong proof of his divine miflion, notwith{tand-
ing he performed no miracle ; for when deputies from fo

suguft a body as the fenate of Ifrael feemed to fignify,

- (though probably with an ill defign,) that, in order to their
acknowledging him as the MefTiuh, they wanted only a dc-
- claration from himfelf ; if he had becn an impoftor, he
would immediately have grafpcd at the honours offered
him, and have given himfelf out for the Mcfliah; but he
was animated by a different fpirit; integrity and truth
were evidently the guides of his conduct. Why then
fhould we entertain any doubt of his miflion, fecing that
lcx;e e:;pre(s]y claimed the character of a meflenger from
od ?

Ver. 21. Art thou Elias ? And be faith, Iam not.] It is
‘plain by this queftion, that they were ftrangers to the pa-
rentage of John the Baptift : and with regard to the reply
that he makes to this inquiry, thereis no fcruple to be made,
but that the Baptift might juftly deny that he was Elijah 3
-that is, the true and real Elijah, whom the Jews expccied
perfonally to return before the coming of the Meffiah,
-though he came in his fpirit and power. See on Luke, i.
17. The Baptift therefore might truly deny himfelf to be
ZElijah in the fenfe of the inquirers. But {till fome have
atked, why he did not exprefs himfelf more fully, by ac-
-quainting them with his true chara&er, and who he really
was ; which, as'they apprchend, would have beft fuited
" -with the fimplicity and opennefs of his condu& at other
-times. .But in the evangelift, after the anfwer given them
by the Baptift, it is faid, ver. 24. And they avhich were
Sent were of the Pharifees : which account of the perfons
was doubtlefs not fubjoined without fome good reafon
and may feem to intimate, that they came not barcly as
-inquirers, but with fome ill defign, which they would

‘have improved, had he given them a more explicit anfwer.

{o that he treated them in no other manner than Chrift
himfelf thought fit to do upon fome like occafions ;—as in
the cafe of the tribute-money, Matth. xxii. 17, &c. and
when they afked him if e was the Chriff, John, x. 24, 25.
And this method our Lord took while it was neceflary in
fome meafure to conceal himfelf: but afterwards awhen
Bis time was come, upon the fame queftion being put to him
by the high-prieft, hé anfwered I am ; Mark, xiv. 62. and
added further what he knew they would fo interpret as
‘to condemn him. . Their next queftion is, Art thou that
Qrophet 2 by which cannot be meant, as fome interpret it,

“¢¢ That prophet, namely, the Mefliah, whom Mofes bas |

.an illuftrious prophet, as we may plainly fec from whats )

in the evangelift generally fignifies one of thofe boly men. |

¢t affured us God will raife up, and of whom we arein
« daily expeétation ;” (fee Deut. xviii. 15—18. Jon,
vi. 14.) becaufe he had already affured them that he ws
not this prophet, ver. 20. I am not the Chrifi. The Grei |
thould be rendered, Art thou a prophet ? That is «of the fer- |
¢ mer gencration, raifed from the dead ! Andit is abiv-
lutely neceflary that this queftion fhould be underftool
with fuch a limitation, becaufe John the Baptift was rely

. T T
T N

faid by Chriil himfelf, Matth. xi. 9. ‘This interpretatior, '
which is largely vindicated by Caftalio, feems much pre-
ferable to that of Theophyla& and Erafmus; who, b
caufe of the article ¢ mgoPnrn, would render it as we é,
that prephet ; concluding, without any proof, that the Jws -
underftood Deut. xviii. 18. not of the Meflish himil, '~
but of fome prophet of confiderable note, who was to
introduce him. Grotius has fuppofed the queftion wln'c.h
they offer, to refer to Feremiah, of whofe return to lii
there was a mighty rumour prevailing among the Jews. | |
See on Matth. xvi. 14. But there feems no reionts
reftrain it to a particular prophet; and fince, as Limborch .
well obferves, in his difpute with Orobio the Jew, tht
text in Deuteronomy was the cleareft and ftrongeft inal
the Mofaic writings, to enforce the neceffity of fubmit- |
ting to the Mefliah; it is moft probable that Joba woui |
have correted fo great a miftake, if they had put t |-
queftion to him upon this prefumption. The beft Freach |-
verfions render it as above ; and it feems the word prepirt |

who were the meflengers of God' to Ifrael of old; whih
appears efpecially from Mark, vi. 15. where todea Mbﬂ, 9
and 10 be as one of the prophets, are fpoken of as diftint; |-
which they could not be but on this interpretation.

 Ver. 23. 1 am the wvoice, &c.] It is to be feared th
Clemens of Alexandria, and Archbifliop Fenelon, layw |.
great a firefs on the word guwyn, wvoice, when the formerd |
thefe excellent men fays, ¢ Does not John call men® |
¢¢ falvation, and is he not entirely an exhortatory voic¢: |
— And then the /atter endeavours to illuftrate the humlit? .
of John the Baptift’s reply, as if he hud faid, « Far fou |
¢ being the Mefliah, or Elias, or one of the old propts
¢« I am nothing but a voice, a found, which as foona?
« has exprefled the thought, of which it is the fign d""
« into air, and is known no more.” Had the Baptift &
only, I am a woice crying in the wildernefs, there might hﬂ‘
been more room for fuch a fuppofition : but fince he ¢
himfelf the voice of one crying in the wildernefs, the "°’,‘f"
are plainly to be underftood with very great latitude;
they would elfe imply that he was not the very perfon ‘hg

1
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.. 25 And they afked him, and faid unto him,
"5 Why baptizeft thou then, if thou be not *that
iz Chrifty nor Elias, meither that prophet ? '
- 26 John apfwered them, faying, * 1.baptize
< with water: but there ftandeth one among
2t you, ' whom ye know not ;

27 He it is, who coming after me is pre-
~ ferred before me, whafe fhoes’ latchet 1 am
lf not worthy to unloofe.

,‘.
£l
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V Dan. 9. 25,26. x Kings, 17. 1. 2 Kings, a. r1.  Deut. 38, 1¢—18.

19. 4. & 13.23. ! Ver.10. 3 Cor.2.14. Mat. 3. 11. A&s,19. 4. & 13.25.
.. pailage. Joh. 3. 17.  Ch. s0. 40. ® Ver. 36. Exod. 12. 3. 1If §3.7.
Y ¥ k158 ® Or bea cib. © Sec ver. 155 18,37. Ch. 3. 28—36. Luke, 3. 16.
)T 37 76=—79. Mal 3. 1. & 4. 550.. If 4o. 3. Mat. iii.
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28 Thefe things were done in ™ Bethabara
beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing.

29 9 The next day John fecth Jefus coming
unto him, and faith, " Behold the Lamb of God,
which * taketh away the {in of the world,

30 This is he of whom I faid, ° After me
cometh a man which is preferred before me :
for he was before me. - '

31 And * 1 knew him not: ?but that he

k Mat, 3. 171, Mark, 1. 7. Luke, 3. 16, AQs, 1. 5. & 11.16. &
Ver. 15, 18, 30. Ch. 3. 283—36. & 5. 33. ™ Houfe of

1 Peter, 1. 15, & 2.34. Heb.g. 12, 12, Afs, 2. 32. 1 John, 1. 7. &
P Luke, 1. 0. & 2. 39, 51. 9 Luke, 1. 16,

-

o
NP

“%" fo cried ; and defignedly referring his hearers to the words
" 1= of Ifaiah, who cannot be imagined to have intended a
sias - diminution of this faint’s character, they are an inftance
- of that remarkable liberty of exprcilion which the Hebrew
“* language, wherein they were {poken, admits. It is as if
=" hehad faid, ¢ I am the perfon of whom Ifaiah fpeaks,
Ly -« when he fays, the woice of bira that crieth in the wilder-
i = ¢ uefs.” By a like liberty, the kingdom of heaven is faid,
t i Matth, xiii. 24. to be likened unto a man which foved good feed
it dnbis field, that is, as Dr. Doddridge paraphrafes the words,
v -4 The kingdom of hecaven, or the Gofpel difpenfation,
{24 may be compared to that which happened to a man who
2 ¢ had fown good feed in his ground.” Several very con-
-fiderable Greek writers exprels themfelves in much the
i ¢v. fame manner.

z2 Ver. 25. Why baptizeft thou then,] The Jews, it fecms,
conceived an opinion that they were all to be bap«
. ix - tized, cither by Mefliah himfelf, or by fome of his retinue 3.
¢ which they drew from.Zechariah, xiii. 1. though that pro-
i;7phefy is to be taken in a moft fpiritual fenfe. The de-
, 2 -2 Cifions of the Pharifees were held by the common people
.- % infallible ; wherefore they are mentioned ver.-24.; and
H ;- 28 this fet had determined that only profelytes were to be
' i 1 baptized, they found fault with John for baptizing the
T+ Jews, feeing he was neither the Mefhiah, nor Elias, nor a
.. prophet. They thought his altering, in this manner, their
- ftitutions, was an exercife of authority, which, by his
.- own confeflion, did not belong to him. It is not to be
-1.". certainly determined from this text, whether the baptifm
;of profelytes was then in ufe among the Jews or not. The
-words indeed will make a ftrong and well-adapted [enfe,
-fhould they be underftood as if it had been faid, ¢ Why is
% it then that thou doft inftitute fuch a new rite as this #”
“" But furely too they will be very proper in the other fenfe,
“if we underftand them to imply, ¢ Why is it then that
7 7"#¢ thou takeft upon thee, without any commiflion from the
;¢ % Sanhedrim, to adminifter baptifm ; and that not only,
l:-"4¢ ag is ufual, unto thofc who before this were heathens,
;"¢ but even to the Jews ?”  And this feems to be the more

=

i
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4% probable fenfe ; while the Baptift’s ufe of this ccremony -
w2 "in fuch a manner was a ftrong intimation that Jews, as well -

." 1"as Gentiles, muft become profelytes to the new difpenfa-
<'~tion which was then opening to the world ; and that how-*
ju'* ever holy they imagined themfelves, yet they all ftood in
:E" ;”" yOL' I. s, - 3 .

m,‘;"’;

sH

abfolute need of being wafhed from their fins, as he had
before moft emphatically declared, Matth. iii. 8, 9.

Ver. 26—28. }'olw anfwered them, faying, &c.] € I bap-
¢ tize, to fhew you the naturé and ncecellity of repentance 5 -

¢ but it is awith water only, which cannot cleanfe you from

¢ your fins, as the wathing predited by Zechariah will
¢ do” (fee the preceding natc). ¢ 'T'hat more efticacious
¢ baptifin will be difpenfcd unto you by the Mefliah, who
¢ is at prefent among you, though you do not know him,
¢ becaufe he hath not manifeited himfelf. DBefides, in
¢ dignity, he is infinitcly my fuperior ; for I am not wor-

- o

¢ thy to be his fervant, or te do him the meancit offices.”

Thefe things avere done in Bethabara, or the boufe of paflage ; kt
lay near that part of the river which was miraculoufly dried
up for the Ifraclites, under the command of Jothua. Sce
Joth, jii. 16. and Judg. xii. 6. ‘

Ver. 29. The next aay Jokn feeth Fofus, &c.] It feems
Jelus returned from the wildernefs about the time that the
priefts and Levites arrived at Bethabara; for the day after
they propofed their queftions, he happened to pafs by
while the Baptift was ftanding with the multirude on the
banks of the Jordan. The great bufine(s of the Mefliah’s
forerunner being to lead the people to that Mefliah, “John
embraced this new opportunity of pointing him out to
them ; ¢ Behold,” faid he, ¢ with the fricteft attention
¢ and regard that innocent and holy Perfon, who may
¢ properly be called the Lamb of God, as he is the great
¢ atoning facrifice, of which the lambs, daily offered by
¢ divine command in the temple, were intended to be
‘¢ types ; ahich expiates and takes away the fin of the whole
¢ avorld ; and is fet forth to be a propitiation, not only for

-~

~¢¢ the Jews, for whom alon= the facrifices of the law were

¢¢ offered, but for the Gentiles too; that through his name
¢« whofocver believeth in him, may receive remiffion of
« fins.” It is well obferved by the author of the trea-
tife called, & Chrift the Mcdiator,” that this is the only~
fenfe in which a /2w can be faid to take away fin.  Comp.
Heb. ix. 26, 28. Eph. i. 7. Col. i, 14. N -

Ver. 30. For he was before nw.]  For be exifled before me.
See ver. 15.

Ver. 31. And I knew Lim nat ;] ¢ St. Matthew relates,
¢ ch. ii.. 14.” fays Dr. Clarke, ¢ that when Chrift came
“ to be baptized, Fokn forbad bim, faying, I bave need to be

¢ baptized of thee, and comeft thou to me ?- By the hiftory, as
: c

¢ givén
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fhould be made manifeft to Ifrael, therefore
am I come baptizing with water. '

32 " And John bare record, faying, I faw
the Spirit defcending from heaven like a dove,
and it abode upon him.

33 And I knew him not: but he that fent
me to baptize with water, the fame faid unto
me, Upon whom thou fhalt fee the Spirit de-
fcending, and remaining on him, *the fame
is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghoft.

34 And I faw, and bare record * that this is
the Son of God.

' Mat. 3. 16. Mark, 1. 10. Luke, 3. 22. ® Mat. 3. 11. Luke, 3. 16, 22. A&s, 1. 5. & 2. 4. Joel, 2. 28. Jobnm, 3. 14. Prov. 1203 |
¢ Ver. 6—2%,18. Mat. 3. 17. 2 Vater,1.17. 1 John, 5. 20. v Mat. 11.2. Mal 2. 16, * Ver.29. If.42.1. & 65.1,2. Heb 31
z Luke, 18. 41. Mat. 9. 7. ® Ur abideft.

¥ Rom. 10. 17. Mat. 4. 18. . If. 55. 10,11,

St. JOHN

Cuar. 1,

35 9 Again the next day after John flood,
* and two of his difciples; -

36 And looking upon Jefus as he walked,
he faith, * Behold the Lamb of God!

37 7 And the two dilciples heard him fpeak,
and they followed Jefus.

38 Then Jefus turned, and faw them follow-
ing, and faith unto them, * What feek ye?
They faid unto him, Rabbi (which is to fay,
being interpreted, -Mafter), where * dwelich
thou ?

39 He faith unto them, * Come and fe.

* Ch. 6. 37. If 55.1,6. Rev.az.i1g

¢ given by St. Matthew, John feems to have known-Chrift
& before he had baptized him: whereas in this gofpel,
¢ Chrift feems to have been firft made known to him by
¢¢ the defcent of the Holy Ghoft after his baptifm. See
¢ ver. 33. It is moft probable that God the Father,
¢ having before given John that token to know Chritt, did,
¢ upon Chrift’s coming to be baptized, reveal to John that
¢ this was the perfon upon whom he fhould prefently
¢ fee the fignal.” Though this fuppofition be approved
by feveral commentators, there docs not appear any ne-
-ceflity for having recourfe to it. 'When the Baptift fays,
be knew not fefus, he may be underftood to mean that he
knew him not with certainty to be the Mefliah, and con-
fequently was not yet authorized to declare him fuch. As
he was related to Chrift, it is poflible that he might per-
fonally have known him, and obferved him from his in-
fancy 3 and though we fhould fuppofe him not to have
been informed by his parents Zechariah and Elizabeth, of
«the " mirpculous circumftances which attended Chrift’s

" birth, yet a charaler of fuch unparalleled- fanétity might

rreafonably draw from fo modeft and humble a perfon as
St. John, an acknowledgment of his own inferiority, and
prompt him to fay, I hbave necd ts be baptized of thee,
-¢¢ rather than perform this office to a perfon fo far my
“¢¢ fuperior in purity and holinefs.” A circumftance men-
‘tioned by St. Matthew himfelf in the fame chapter, ver. 6.
and by St. Mark, i. 5. makes it ftill lefs furpriling that the
Baptift fhould thus exprels himfelf. Thofe evangelillsinform
us, that the people were buptized in Fordan, confiffing their
fins.  1f thefe words imply, as well they may, that every
perfon who came to be baptized, confefled his fins ; this
. circumftance alone might fufficiently diftinguith the blefled
~Jefus from all others, as he alone had no fins to confefs,
and might lead the Baptift to conclude, that he was the
Perfon appointed to take away the fins of the world.
Confcious then as he was of his own imperfections, how
naturally might he fay to this finlefs perfon, I have need to
be baptized of thee, and comeff thou.to me? But however
ftrongly he ‘might thence prefume him to be the Mefliah,
- yet he could not be faid to £noev him to be fo, nor there-
ore, as yet, bear teftimony to him under that charalter.
~In this fenfe then he might properly fay, dud I knew him

not ; that is, I knew bim not to be the Meffiak ; for o the
words whom ye know not, vers 26. are probably to be under-
ftood ; and the fame expreflion is ufed in a like reftrained
fenfe by Chrift himfelf, ch. xiv. 9. Have I been fo long tim:
with you, and yet haft thou not known me, Philip ? where the
words, Haft thou not known me, certainly did not imply

‘that Philip had no perfonal knowledge of Chrift: nor

could Socrates (if I may compare infinitely fmall things
with great,) mean that his friend Apollodorus had no
perfonal knowledge of him, when, as ZElian relates, be
faid, « If Apollodorus imagines that the corpfe, which
¢ you will foon fee lying at your feet, is Socrates, itis
¢ plain that he does not know me.” -

Ver. 35. Two of his difciples :] It appears from ver.40 | -

‘that Andrew was one of thefe, and perhaps John himfeli -
might be the other; who frequently conceals his own |-

name in his gofpel. See Ch. xiii. 23. and xx. 2.
Ver. 36. And looking upsn Jefus] Looking fleadfaflly o

7¢/us, feems the exadt fignification of the original {uExyz :';

>¢e On Ver. 29.

Ver. 37—39. And they followed Fefus, &c.] As Jefos |

was a perfon who had no attendants, and-was a ftranger,
as it were, in this country, we may conclude that he had
only fome obfcure and private -lodging here, which muit
have been at nuo great diftance from the place where Joiu
baptized, as may be gathered from his appearing there
from day to day: by this means he did an honour to Johr’s
miniftry, and had an opportunity of recciving his tefti
mony. Jefus, knowing the intentions of the two difciples
who followed him, gave them an invitation to his lodging,
ver. 38. for they had atked him,  Rabbi, wa pivess, where
¢ dojt thou lodge ?” intimating their inclination to converfe
with Jefus. ‘Their calling him 74bbi, which was a title of
great honour and refpe, given to men famous for their
abilities and inftrutions, intimates, that they had been
informed of this part of his charalter from John the
Buptift. It was about the tenth houry that is to fay, tea
in the morning, when they came to him; for this evaz
gelilt ufes the Roman method of reckoning the hours o
the day in his gofpel ; wherefore the two difciples converici
with Jefus almoft a whole day, artd no doubt were highls
edified and inftructed by our Lord’s difcourfes to them.

Ver,
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e by
j‘;A,E;,,,,d?"“ They came and faw where he dwelt, and
;. abode with him that day : for it was * about
" the tenth hour, .
- dLL 40 One of the two w}:ich heard John /peat,
y Jfbst and followed him, was ® Andrew, Simon Pe-
\, r'. d’ .. ter’s brother.
: mﬁ’f"‘j‘:} 41 He firt findeth his own’ brother Si-
%;;oébi’f mon, and faith unto him, We have found the
Wl A LRl ¢ . . . - d
i Cl?fit}tﬂ,ias’ which is, being interpreted, ¢ the
42 And he brought him to Jefus. And
when Jefus beheld him, he faid, Thou art
. Simon the fon of Jona: thou fhalt be called

o theg,
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Cephas, which is by interpretation, © A ftone.
43 Y The day following Jefus would go
forth into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and
faith unto him, ® Follow me. '
44 Now Philip was of " Bethfaida, the city
of Andrew and Peter. _ .
45 Philip findeth Nathanael, and faith unto
him, We have found him, of whom ‘ Mofes in
the law, and the prophets, did write, * jefus

‘of Nazareth, the fon of Jofeph.

46 And 'Nathanael faid unto him, ™ Can
there any good thing come out of Nazareth ?
Philip faith unto him, * Come and fee.

I s ot s

Chegy dlaite

265 dgwé  # Two hours befere noon. b Ch. 6. 8. Mat. 4.18 & 10.12. ©Pf.2.2. Dan.g.25. If 61.71. & 11.2. ¢ Or the aminted. 3 Sara®
2.10. Pf.2.9. & 89.20. & 84. 9. Dan.g.24==26. Ch. 4. 25. € Or Pcter. Mat, 10.2. & 16.18. fIf. 65.1. 1 john, 4. 1e. & Mat,,
41931 &£9.9. & 16.24. « P Mar. g1, 21, Mark, 6. 45. & 8. 22. Luke, g.10.° Ch. 12. 21. i Gen. 3.15. & 22.18. & 49. 10. Deut.

If.7.14. & 9. 6. & 42. 1—7. & xlix. liii.
Mal. 3. 1. & 4. 2.

18.15—18. 3 Sam. 7. 12.
e ?.24—26. Micah, 5. 2. Zech. 6. 12. & 9. 9.
rtyyxiae LOr Bartholmew. Ch. g21.2. Mat. 10. 3.

Jer.2.5,6. & 31.22. Ezek. 17. 22, & 21.27. & 34.23, 29. & 37. 24 Dan.
See on Luke, 24. 27, 44.
®m John, 7. 4143, 52. Luke, 4. 29.

k Mat. 2. 23. Luke, 2. 4, 39, 51. & 24. 19.
" " Ch.4 29. 1 Thefl. g 21. S 9

Ver. 40. Which beard Fohn fpeak,] Who had received in-

et

o formation from Fshn ; namely, that mentioned ver. 36.

o

i kreset Ver. a1. He firft findeth bis own brother Simon,] Hence
.. it fhould feem that both thefe difciples fought St. Peter
. - different ways. He may perhaps be called Andrew’s oewn
 drother, to diftinguifh him from fome othcr who belonged
. ..s to the family, and who poflibly might be his brother-in-
" . law, or was related to him only in half-blood. St. Peter
. was fo remarkable a perfon, that it might be proper to tell
.. us who was the firft inftrument of bringing him ac-
~. quainted with Chrift 5 and if St. John was the other dif-
. ciple here referred to, he might mean this as a humble
intimation, that St. Andrew’s zeal in this refpect was
_ greater than his own. 'We may obfcrve here, by the way,
_. that St. Peter was not the firlt of Chrift's difciples,—
“ inwhich the Papifts would have becn ready to have gloried;
.. but that another was the occafion of bringing him to an
~”", acquaintance with Jefus. The great king whom the Jews
© expelled, is called Mgfiab by none of the prophets but
~" Daniel; who has named him, Ch.ix. 25. Mefiab the
* Prince: wherefore, as by the prefent, and many other
" paflages of the gofpels, it appears that this name was now
-~ famiiiar co the Jews; it fhews how much their attention
was turned towards Daniel’s prophefly of the feventy wecks,
and how -firmly they expelted the arrival of their king,
according to the time fixed in that prophefy.

Ver. 32. Thou art Simon, &c.] Though Jefus had never
feen Simon before, immediately on his coming in, he fa-
luted him, in full proof of his omnifcience, by his own and
his Father’s name ; adding, in proof of his being poficfled
of the gift of prophefy, that he fhould afterwards be called
Ceplas, which means the fame in Syriac that Pefer does in

tie Greek, namely, a rock; a name well adapted to his
charuéler, on account of that refolute and patient firmnefs
with which he fhould maintain the caufe of the gofpel.”
icc on DMatth. xvi. 18. Some have thought that when our
word fuid Zhcre art Simn, he intended an allufion to the
ainc of Simsmn, which may fignify abearer ; intimating the'

candour and impartiality with which he was willing to hear,
Chrift’s inftru€ions. . _ .

Ver. 43. Jefus would go forth)  Jefus determined to depart
thence.  The forge of the word irw feems to be greater
than our tranflation clgrefles, and perhaps may here inti-
mate, that our Lord on'¥is occafion broke through the im-
portunity of fome, who woild rather have perfuaded hiny to
continue at Bethabara, for thé advantage of further teftimony
from the Baptift; or to’have gone to Jerufalem, where
they might imagine that his miniftry would have opened
more honourably thanin Galilee ; compare John, vii. 3, 3.

Ver. 44. Now Plilip was of Bethfaida,] As it appeats
from the fubfcquent part of the hiftory, that Philip was
aiready acquainted with our Lord’s charadter, and believed
on him, this obfervation is made by the evangelift to fhew
by what means he was brought to Jefus. His town{men’
Andrew and Peter had done him the favour. DBethfaida
was a town in Galilee, on the fea of Tiberias, . -

Ver. 45.. Of whom Mofes—and the priphets, did awrite,]
Whom, &c. have dejiribed. The verb Tpogw is frequentiy
ufed in the fame fenfe elfewhere; and in particular is
juftly rendered thus, Rom. x. 5. It feemsyPcter and An-
drew, in their converfation with Philip, had perfuaded him
to believe on Jefus, by fhewing him how the types and
predi€tions of the law and the prophets were fulfilled in
him. Perhaps, this was the method which Jefus himfelf
had taken to confirm Pcter and Andrew, Philip’s inftruc-
tors, in the good opinion they had conceived of him, b
mcans of the teftimony which their mzfter, John the Bap-
tift, had given concerning him; though the evangeliit has
not thought fit to mention this circumftance. Nuthanael
is thought, as we have oblerved on Matth. x. 2—4. to
have been the fame with Bartholomew, that is 1L for of Ti.0-
Jomeww ; and the {uppofition is probabie, were it for no cther
xeafon but this, that all the other perfons who became ac-
quainted with Jefus at Jordan, wiicn he was baptized, and

- who believed on him there, were chofen to be his apoftles.

Ver. 46. Can there any good thing come cut of Nazareth 7]
sC2 Plilip,

8
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" not athamed of that name.

’

47 Jefus faw Nathanael coming to him, and
faith of him, Behold °an Ifraclite indeed,
in whom is no guile !

48 Nathanael faith unto him, Whence
knoweft thou me? Jefus anfwered and faid
unto him, Before that Philip called thece, when

® Rom. 9. 6. & 2.28,29. Pf 32.2. 31 Tim. 1. 5.

P Ch. 1. 14.
Ch. 6. 69.

St. J O HK.
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thou waft under the fig-tree, T faw thee.

49 Nathanael anfwered and faith uato him,
Rabbi, ? thou art the Son of God ; thou art the
King of Ifrael.

50 Jefus anfwered and faid unto him, Be.
caule I faid unto thee, I faw-thee under the

&'3.16. Pl2.6,7. 1 Tim 6.15. Rev.oa7. 14 Mat16.16 & 215,

3

Philip, not knowing that Jefus was born at Bethlehem, calls
him_efus of Nazareth: upon which occafion Nathanael
applies a proverb, by which the reft of the Ifraclites ridi-
culed the Nazarenes; and he applied it the rather, as the
Mefhah’s nativity had been determined by the prophet Mi-
cah to be at Bethlebemn. Nazareth was a mean town, in-
habited by fithermen and mechznics of the lowelt degree,

* made up of ignorant Jews, and a mixture of Gentiles: as

Nathanael was a native of Galilee, jt appears that the Gali-
leans themfelves had but an ill opinion of Nazareth, as
worfe than the reft of that country; and, indeed, by the
figure its inhabitants make in the evangelifts, they [cem to
Rave deferved it. See Matth. xiii. 54, &c. and Luke, iv. 16,
28, 29. In this place Jefus fpent a great part of his life;
and in that refpe@ might fairly be called a Nezarene. But

. the Jews, in calling him ¥¢/us of Nazareth,—the prophet of

Nazareth, &c. added, to that of h% country, the idea of
fcorn and contempt : ¢ What! that poor defpicable fel-
¢ low, that mean mortal,—he our Mefliah | Can any good,
¢ any great and enterprizing perfon, any zhing fuitable to

* ¢ the charaler of Chrift, come out of Nazareth ?”  Pilate

wrotehis infcription, Fefius of Nazareity the King of the Fevs,
with defign probably to have it read in this light. He joins
togethier two contradiCtory titles, in his opinion, that of
Nazareth, and that of a king, in order to expofe the Jewifh
fiop'e, and the Chriftian belief: but the evangelift pre-
pares his reader againit prejudices from this appellation.
hough the Jews call him a Nzzarene in derifion,. we are
What do they mean by it,
but a defpifed, afflicted, fuflering man f—And fo the Mef-
fiah is foretold to be, not in one, but in all the prophets.
‘While therefore they reproach Jefus as a Nazarene, they
aQlually fulfil the prophefies which deleribe him as fuch,
and prove Jefus to be the Mefliah. Sce the note on Matth,
ji. 23. To obviate Nathanael’s obje¢tion, Philip replies to
him, < Do not fuffer yourfelf to be borne away by a vain
¢ popular prejudice; but come and fee ; converfe with him
<« yourfelf, and you will foon be fatisfied.” The fome
aniwer had been received from our Lord the day before.
By the way, we may hence learn how cautioudly we fhould
‘guard againft popular prejudices, which peffefied fo honeft
a heart as that of Nathanael, and led him to fufped that
the blefled Jefus himfelf was an impoftor, and that no
‘good could be expected from him, becaufe he had been
brought up at Nazareth. DBut his integrity prevailed over
that foolifh bias, and laid him open to the convition of
evidence, which a candid inquirer will always be glad to
admit, even when it brings the moft unexpected dilcovery.
. .Ver. 47. Jefus fow Nathanael] Nathanael, being a man
of a candid difpofition, refolved to go and converfe with
Jefus, that he ‘might judge with the more certainty con.

cerning his pretenfions. He was coming therefore with
Philip on this errand, when Jefus, who knew his thought,
honoured him with the amiable charater of a t7ue [rac-
ite, in whom there was o guile ; a plain, upright, honeft
man, free from hypocrify, and open to convi€ion; who
not only derived iis pedigree from Abraham, but who in-
herited his virtues. Compare Rev. iii. . and Joh,
viil. 39. This contains the charaétér given to Jacob, Gen.
xxv. 27. according to the fenfe of the Hebrew, which
fully fhews in what fenfe our Lord is te be underftood,
when he calls Nathanael an Ifraclite without guile.

Ver. 28. Whence knoweft thou me ?] ¢ 1 am a perfel:
¢ ftranger to thee: how is it then that thou canft at once
¢ undertake to anfwer for the moft fecret part of a
% ftranger’s charalter 2 Ycfus replied, ¢ 1 am notfo entire
% a ftranger to thy charater as thou art ready to fappofe:
“ nor do I take it merely from uncertain report:
¢ before Philip called thee, awhen thou waft alone under the
¢ fig-tree, I fuw thee; and as I'was pfefent in fpirit to
¢ obferve what paffed in that fecrét retirement, I know
# how well thou deferveft the teftimony which I hare
¢ now borne fo thine integrity.” See the ‘next note.

Ver. 49. Rabbiy thou art the Son of God,] It is not im-
probable but Nathanael had been praying under the fis-
tree, and that in his prayer he had ‘made confeffion of his
fins in fuch a particular and ample manner, as o chim,
in that refpe, the chara&ter which Chrift gave of him.
Accordingly, when Jefus infinuated that he had givenitto
him on account of whit had paffed under the fig-tree,
Nathanael immediately perceived that he nét only knew
what was done at a diftance, but could alfo look into
‘'men’s hearts ; and therefore ctied out in great aftonifh-
ment, that he was the long-expected Mcfliah of the Jews
It may not be improper to obferve here, that the Jews

univerfally believed the Son of God would appear on earth, 1.

and be that great King whom they had for fo many ags
expefted 5 as appears from the paflage before us, and
from John, vi. 69." xi.27. Matth. xxvi. 63. Tt is r-
‘markable, that the woman of Samaria draws -the fame i-
ference with Nathanael from a fimilar circumftance; (It¢
ch.iv. 29.) which plainly 1stimates, that they fuppofed thit
the Mefliah would be endowed with the moft perfed
knowledge, and have the gift of propRefy in the highet
degree. ‘There was a great deal of courage in Nathanacls
making fuch a declaration as ‘that before us, if it ws
made before a mixed company: for Chrift’s affuming the
title of Son of God, was afterwards intérpreted to be nolds
than blafphemy. See ch. x. 36. xix. 7. and ix. 22.34.
Ver. 5o0. Becaufe I faid unto thee, I faw thee] ¢ Youle
¢ licve, becaufe I told you that I had feen you under the fig-tret:
' You fhall fee greater things than thefe” 1t is fupp&f;i

)
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o1 fip-tree, believeft thou ? *thou thalt fee greater
. things than thefe. - '
41 And he faith unto him, * Verily, verily,

A Mat, 13- 12. & 25 29. & ive—xaviii.  AQs, i—1ii.
" 4.11. Luke, 32.43. & 24. 4. Afls, 1.10.
M7 Heb. 8. 11, 14, 16.

St. JOHN. .

T Only Chritt, who is truth itfelf, ufes this phrafe.
3 Tim. 3. 16, 3 Thefl, 1.7, Jude, 14.

799
I fay unto yau, * Hereafter ye fhall fee heaven

open, and the angels of God afcending and
defcending upon the * Son of man.

Ch. 3. 3,8 * Gen. 28. 12. Mat.
* Mat. 16. 13. Dan. 7.13. P 80.17. Zech. 13. 7+

that, under the fig-tree, Nathanacl had fome revelation or
divine impreflion upon his mind concerning the Mefhah,
_ to which our Lord here alludes. Schoettgenius proves
I that it was then the hour of prayer. Sce the preceding
- mote.
" Ver. g1. Hereafter ye fball fee, &c.] Inftead of bereafter,
- many commentators tranflate the Greek ax’apri,—from this
- timea—henceforth,~—¢ From this time you fhall fee the
.. % whole frame of nature fubject to my commands, and
=2+ foch a furprifing train of miracles wrought by me, in
- & the courfe of my fuccezding miniftry, that fhall feem as
iz % if heaven was opened, and all the angels of God were
. % continually, as they appeared in a vifion to Jacob (Gen.
% xxviili. 12.), afcending and defcending to wait upon the
: % Son of man, and to receive and execute his orders.” Ac-
: cordingly, within thrce days one glorious miracle was per-
- formed byChrift at Cana of Galilee ; which being the town
i whereanto Nathanael belonged, there is great reafon to be-
wis. lievehe was prefent with the reft of Chrift’s difciples at it 5
#nd if he was the {fame perfon with the apoitle Bartholomew,
. be muft regard the vifion of angels attending Chrift’s af-
« cenfion, as a glorious accomplithment of thefe words; as
+ his final appearance at the day of judgment, when the Son
» of man thall come in his glory, and all the holy angels
.+ with him, will yet mmore eminently be. ¢« If we under-
: % ftand this prediction,” fays Mr. Merrick, ¢ concerning
- 4 the opening of heaven and the vifion of the angels, in a
% literal fenfe, which fcems the moft eafy method of inter-
... % preting it, we may, with Dr. Hammond, refer it to
. % Chrilt’s afcenfion, when the heaven was opened to re-
% ecwve him, and the angels came down from thence to
.. Wwiit on him, and afcended after him.  "The appearance
. % bf an angel in his agony, might alfo be referred to ¢
% and as many tranfu&ions of Chriil’s life are omitted in
.. ¢ the gofpcls, there mizht bc other appearances not re-
. ¢ corded, which, if any of them were exhibited foon after
. % Nathanaei’s coming to Chrift, would determine the
= & phrafe a7’ dpri, as we have obferved, to its moft obvious
- % fignification, from this time. But we may oblerve, that
. % as the defeending of the angels was previous to their a/~
“' % cending, the order of the falts feems to be inverted,
“° ¢ which 15 not unufual in the claffic writers, and is the
% fame in Gen. xxviii. 12. to which our Saviour evidently
% alludes.”—Though there may be much truth in what
© Mr. Merrick obferves, and our Lord’s refurreftion and
#  afcenfion may be referred to, as among the greateft of his
miracles, and by which the truth of his miffion is incon-
teftably proved; yet I cannot help thinking that the paf-
* fage is of more general import, and means, upon the
~ whole, *¢ You fhall be witnefles to fuch mighty works,
% and fuch ‘remarkable interpofitions of my divine power,
4 a3 will leave you no room to doubt of my miflion as
(+% % the ‘true- Mefliah,” ‘It is evident from the change of
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-ordinances by the baptifm of the Spirit !

number in this verfe,—ye fball fee—iecofe, that the worés .
do not refer to Nathanael only.

Inferences.~~How folemn and fublime, magnificent and:
awful, is the account here given of our blefled Lord, as
God co-eternal with the Father, a diftin&@ and yet infe-

arable Perfon from him, and as intimately prefent to

im, as thought is to mind; as the Creator of all things
without reftrition or limitation, the proper Fountain of
life and honour, and the true Light, who was in the
world to illuminate, uphold, and govern it, ever fince it was.
created by him 5 and as the Obje& of faith, the divine Au-
thor of evangelical truth, whole Verily I fay unto you, de=
mands our faith and obedience, and who i3 the Difcerner
of the thoughts, and the Ruler of the heart! How ador-
able is the conftitution of his Perfon, as the eternal Word:
made flefh, the Son of God, and the Son of man! And
what dignity and honour does his divinity put upon his
condefcenfion, who tabernacled in fleth among men, full
of grace and truth; and died a facrifice to take away their
fins! Behold this Lamb of God; look to him, and be
faved; look and love, and follow him. And O how fhould
we exalt him, and abafe ourflelves before him, as thinking
it honour enough to be employed in the meaneft fervices
for him! How evidently divine were the teftimonies .
given to this wonderful Perfon! To him give all the
prophets witnefs, and the eternal Father himnfelf difcovered
him to John, and miraculoufly owned him from heaven by
an exprefs notification and infaliible fignal at his baptifm.
How excellent is a gofpel-miniltry, which leads us not to
man, but to Chrift, as God-man Mediator, the great Pro-
phet of the church, and the only propitiation for fin, that
all who believe in Lim might receive of his fulnefs grace
for grace ; and as the Author of all the eflicacy of gofpel-
And yet, alas b
how many wilfuily remain in darknefs in the midft of noon-
day light; and how many profefling Chrittians do in re-
ality reje him and his genuine gofpel!  But, blefled be
God, there are a goodly number, who receive him with a
true and faving faith .by an aflent and approbation of the
mind, and by a full confent of the will: and O how great
is their happinefs ! They are made partakers of the dig-

nity and privileges of fons of God by adoption, and of

a divine nature by regeneration. Whatever objeftions or
prejudices they might before have in their hearts againft
him, how will a true acquaintance with him effetually
cure and anfwer them all! The fouls that cordially be--
lieve in Chrift, and faithfully rely on his tcitimony, thalk
fee ftill greater things, for his glory, and their own con-
folation and eftablifhment. And O how happy is it to.

- have his approbation of us, as Ifraclites indecd, in whom:

there is no deceit or guile. And what a grateful and ge-
nerous turn doesthe grace of God give to the temper of.
’ a man’s.

.
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- Chrift turneth auater into wine : departeth to Capernoum, and
alfs to Ferufalem where be purgeth the temple of the buyers
and fellers 2 be foretelleth bis death qnd refurreilion. Many
believed becaufe of his miracles, but he aould not truft him-
Jef with them. . ,

[Anno Domini 30.]

ND the * third day there was a mar-
riage in " Cana of Galilee; and the
mother of Jefus was there;: '

® Joth. 19. 28. Ch. 4. 46. < Mat. 11. 19.
* Jofh. 22. 24. Judges, 11. 32.

2 Ch. r. 413.
.26.  Deut. 33. 9.

8. JOHN,

Luke, 7. 14.
3 Sam. 16, 10. &19. 22. 2 Kings, 3. 13. Deut. 33. g.

Guar, 1L,

2 ° And both Jefus was called, ‘and i
difciples, to the marriage.

3 And when they wanted wine, the mo
ther of Jefus faith unto him, ¢ They have no
wine. .

4 Jefus faith unto her, * Woman,  what
have I to do with thee? ®*mine hour is not
yet come.

5 His mother faith unto the fervans,

9 Ch. 7. 3. with Luke, 1. 35.' (I:b;at. 3.6'17.lz . € Ch. 1y,
Ch. 7. 6. Eccl 3 1—11,

a man’s heart! He wants fo have Chrift exalted in every
Afoul, and fain would have all his relations, friends, and
acquaintance, brought to a faving knowledge of him,
. and intereft in him. And how fecurely may we de-
“pend upon the infinite merit of his blood, commit our all
to him, and furrender up ourfelves entirely to his autho-
rity, guidance, and grace, as God manifefted in the fleth,
and as able to fave to the uttermoft all that come unto God
.the Father by him !

REerFLEcFIoNs.—1ft. St. John opens his gofpel with an
-account of that divine Perfonage, concerning whom he
was about to write. He is called the Word, or Logos;
the effential Word of God, to whom he afcribes all the
.attributes peculiar to the One Jehovah. 'We have,

1. His eternal felf-exiftence. [In the beginning awas the
Word, not only before his incarnation, but ere creation
rofe, or time began to meafure its periods; from ever-
lafting he exifted, as the great I dm.

2. His co-exiftence with the Father. The Word was
‘awith Gody and the 1V ord was God; not as one God with
another, but as one divine Perfon co-exifting with another
in the fame Godhead, and partaking with the Father in
the fame divine nature and eflential perfeCtions. The fame
avas in the beginning with Gody before any creature had yet
‘been fpoken into being. '

3. His agency, in the formation of the world, and all
things therein, Al things were made by him, not as a fub-
ordinate inftrument, but as the felf-fufficient Author of
them 5 and without him avas not any thing made that was
made ; from the higheft to the loweft all are the creatures
- of his hand, and fuch power proves him to be very God.
Ifaiah, xliv. 24.

4. He is the original of life and light to all the crea-
tures thot he bath made.  In bim wwas Iife, {clf-exiftent and
independent ; and heis the eternal fount whence all beings,
fenfitive or rational, receive their life, and.are maintained
by fupplics out of his fulnels 5 and the life avas the light of
men ; from him was communicated to us all that rcafon
and undarftanding of which we are poflefled; and from
him comes all the divine light and life by which we can
be reltored to the knowledge and enjoyment of God.

5. Ile light fhineth iu darknefs. By t.he fall all divine
light was utterly banifhed from the minds of men, and
they are by nature funk into the blackne(s of fpiritual
darinefs.  “Lhe glimmering of tradition, and the brighter

of ceremonial types and figures: he was eminently #

light of revelation, fhining in the fhadows and types of
the law, or in the proplefies and promifes of the Oid

Teftament, were utterly incffectual to lead men to eternal |
life and falvation, without divine illumination: the dark. |

nefs comprebended it not : the plainelt and moft obvious
truths, without bis illumination, the natural man can no
more comprchend to the falvation of his foul, than the
blnd can difcern the objects before them. He, therefore,

who firft gave eyes to our bodies, mulft, by the fame di- |-

vine power, give fight to our darkencd minds, or we mul
for ever remain under fpiritual darknefs and ignorance;
but he does in a meafure beftow that divine light on ev

fallen fon of Adam, and, if duly improved, will beftow

- a fufficiency of it for eternal falvation.

2dly, The cleareft revelation of gofpel light began with
the Baptift’s miniftry. To him therefore the evangelift
refers, as bearing the moft glorious teftimony of the ur-
created Word.

1. He relates the miffion and preaching of John. Thr
was a man fent from Gid, whofe name wwas Fobn: his mi.
raculous birth, his extraordinary gifts, and remarkable
fan&tity, were plain indications of his miffion from aboe.
The fame came for a witnefsy to bear aitncfs of the light; to
point out to their notice the fun of righteoufnefs, that
was now about to arife; but to whom, through the wil-
ful blindnefs of their hearts, they were indifpofed to pay
due attention and regard : and to teftify that this was
the Mefliah of God: that all men through bim might believe;
who were, without diltin&ion, invited by him to look to
Jefus and be faved. He was net that light : though bis
energetical difcourfes, and mighty influence, raifed in the
minds of many an apprehenfion that he was the promifed
Chrift, he aflumed no fuch title ; bu¢ his honour was to
be the morning-ftar, the harbinger of day, to ufherinthe
rifing fun: hewas fent to bear avilnefs of that light, and
prepare the way of the Lord. While we rejoice in the
light of minifters, we muft remember that they are only
witnefles to the light 5 and as they preach not themfeives,

but Chrift Jefus the Lord, to him muft our eyes bealone

dirc&ted.

2. Before he proceeds farther with John’s teftimony,
the evangelift enlarges on the glorious chara&er and office
of him, t8 whom the Baptift bore record. 7hat was t#
true light, in oppofition to the falfe lights of Gentile phi-
lofophy, and in contradiftinétion to the glimmering taper
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4 it s Whatfoever he faith unto you, do.ir.

Sr. JOHN,
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of ftone, * after the manner of the purifying
of the Jews, containing two or three fir-

! Mark, 7. 3—4. Mat. 15. 3. &23. 25,

Trg 6 And there were fet there fix water pots
1 tbfy LG o
1ih uumj’m. % Exod, 23. 28, Deut. 5. 32. & 12, 32.
n :
1 unto b

iith thee? '2_true ighty the fountain from which all wifdom and know-
ledge flow, which lighteth every man that cometh into the
werld; ot only as the author of natural reafon to all 5 but
as beftowing fuch a meafure of fpirituil light on all the
Al ., Children of men, according to their different difpenfations,
- ;“1" "",5‘.['_ that none fhall have reafon to accufe him as the caule of
"7 7 their perdition ; but all, if faithful to that light, may come
to the knowledge of the truth, and be faved. He was in
the world, and the wirld was made by him: from the be-
_ginning his power and providence were difplayed ; but
fuch was the wilful blindnefs, the wilful ftupidity of man-
- kind in general, that the world kneav him not, nor in the ex-
- panded volume of nature, opened to their view, difcerned
" higeternal godhead. Nay, be came unto bis own, appear-
" ing incarnate in the fulnefs of time, and manifefting him-
felf by his do&trine and miracles to the Jewifh people,
" who were Ais own in a covenant of peculiarity, and his
= kinfmen according to the fleth s and bis own recerved bim
“ " mt; they were in general wilfully obftinate, and rejeéted

~ their God and Saviour. But as many as received him in
"~ hisreal character as the promifed Mefliah, the prophet,
1ov -7 prieft, and king of his belicving people, #o them gave he
it LTI poryer to become the fons of Gody even to them that belicve on bis
name. By faith embracing him as their God and Saviour,

- and placing their whole dependance on his atonement
- and interceflion, they were advanced to the high dignity
fu:% and privilege of being accounted the fons and daughters of
. the Lord Almighty, entitled to the inheritance of glory as

£ joint-heirs with Chrift, and endued with all thofe hea-

> venly graces and filial difpofitions "which proved their
* adoption of God. And all who truly believe in and re-
252 ceive the fame Jefus into their hearts, trufting en him
- alone as the atoning Saviour, and coutinuing faithfully
- devoted to him as their Lord and Mafter, fhail be made
=" partakers of the fame invaluable bleffing and honours.
= We who were by nature children of wrath, are now be-
- come the children of Ged by faith in Jefus Chriff.  And this
- isnot merely a rclative change, but a real one: where God
> confers the dignity of a child, he gives the Spirit of adop-
~ tion. Thofe therefore are his fons, which aere born, not of
- blnd, not by natural defcent; for nothing but corruption
- naturally runs in the blood of all the fallen fonsof Adam’
© nor by circumcifion, which was only the outward fign of
21 inward and {piritual grace, without which that bloody
rite availed nothing to the foul ; nor of the will of the flefb 5
our regenerztion {prings not from any natural power or
ability in ourfelves 3 nor does it come of the will of man ;
the wifeft reafoners, the moft powerful orators, fpend their
rhetoric in vain, without divine aid accompanying them
noral arguments in this cafe are ineffcétual, unlefs en-
orced by divine operation; and therefore the evangelift
dds, but of God ; the renovation of the foul is a work of
ace, and we can only be quickened from the death of
:fpafles and fins to fpiritual life by the power and energy
the Spirit of Chrift; though our ownendeavours muft
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accompany this grace, and it is offered to “all without

exception. And in order to this great defign of man’s.—-

falvation, the Werd was made flefb, became incarnate, not
by the converfion of the Godhead into Se/by but by taking the
manhood into God : he took our mature, that, in the likenefs
of finful flefb, he might make reconciliation; and davelt
among us, in all the fulnefs of the Godhead taking up his
abode in the body which was prepared for him, as the
Shechinah dwelt in the temple: (and we bebeld his glory,
the brightnefs of which darted through the veil that for
a time obfcured its luftre, and appeared in all the mira-
cles that he wrought, in the tranfcendant wifdom, goodnels,

grace, power, and majefty that he difplayed on various oc«-

cafions, and particularly blazed forth at his transfigura-

tion, his refurreCtion and afcenfion; all of which di--

vine manifeftations of himfelf, the more they confidered,
the more they were filled with reverence and godly
fear, and could not but regard the gliry of Jefus as the
glory of the only begotten of the Father) fuch as it be-
came this divine Perfonage to appear in, who was the
brightnefs of the Father's glory, and the exprefs image of bis

perfon ; and who was full of grace and truth ; full of grace,

of all fpiritual bleflings to beftow on believers; and o

truth, fulfilling, in his own perfon, as the fubflance, all thofe

typical inftitutions which were ke adows of good things

fo come, together with the prophefies which chiefly cen--

tred in him, and accomplifhing all the engagements that he
had undertaken. With what entire fatisfaCtion then ma

we reft our fouls on this adored Redeemer, fo admirabl

qualified for the office of Mediator, poffzffed of all the ex-
cellence which the human nature is capable of receiving, .
and infinitely exalted in the uncreated glory of the di-
vine ? The more we confider his humiliation in becoming

incarnate, the more deeply fhould we be affefted with a

fenfe of his grace and love ; and, while we view Chrift
Jefus as the wery God of wery God, the more confidently
thould we truft in his infinite merit and interceflion.

3dly, We have,

1. ‘The Baptift’s farther teRimony of Chrift. Fobn bare
witnefs of him, and cried, faying, This awas he of whom I [pake,
He that cometh after me, is preferved bofore me.  He was the
herald fent to prepare the way of the king Mcfiah, to
proclaim aloud the coming of the incarnate God, and at

his baptifm to point him out to the notice of the world, -

as infinitely his fuperior in dignity, though after him, in
point of time, entering upon his miniftry and million.
And this pre-eminence he juftly aferibes to him, both in
the view of his eternal exiftence as a divine Perfon, and
alfo of his conftitution to the oflice of mediator bztween
God and man; for be awas before me.  Note (1.) The’
greateft of miniiters and the chief of faints are always

moft careful to afcribe nothing to themfelves, but ever to .

exalt the name of their adored Lord and Maiter as alone
worthy of all honour and glory. (2.) The younger in
olfice 15 often feen to be the greater in grace,

: 2. The

N

.
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kins apiece. ‘
» Jefus faith unto them, Fill the water pots

- 8n. JOHN.

Caar, IL

with water. And they filled them up to the
brim. '

2. The evangelift takes up the word, and expatiates on
the unfearchable riches of Chrift, in conneftion with
what he had faid, ver. 14. And of Lis fulnifs, the pleni-
tude of gifts and graces refident in this Son ef God’s
cternal love, everlaltingly excrcifed towards him, bave off
ave yeceived : not only they, as apoltles, were indebted to
their incarnate Lord for all the wondrous abilities with
which they were qualified for the difcharge of the truft
committed to them ; but alfo all Chriftians, of every de-
‘gree, in every age, draw from the everflowing, overflowing,
fountain of a Saviour’s grace, the {upply of all their fpi-
ritual wants; and grace for grace; which fingular expref-
fion is differently interpreted; either as reprefenting the
fulnefs as well as the frcedom of the gofpel bicflings, as
grace upon grace, heaped up unto glory 3 or as the fupply
fuited to our neceflities, and effectual to ftrengthen us for
all the work and duty to which the Saviour calls us; or
fuch grace as exallly correfponds to that which is in him,
transforming us into the fame image, as the wax bears the
impreflion of the feal; or as deferiptive of the more
abundant meafures of grace difpenfed under the gofpel
than under the law, to which fenfe the following verfe
feems to direCt us.  Lor the law avas given by Mofos : he,
as the minifter of God, dceclared his will to the Jewifh

-people; and it was a matter of grace and favour that God

by him revealed himfclf and his law uuto them : but one
unfpeakably grcater than Mofes is here, the author of a
new difpenfation, which in glory far excelleth, 2 Cor. iii.
10. for grace and truth came by Fefus Cl:rf/]. He is the
fum and fubftance of all the types and prophefics, and in
him they receive their accomplithment: the gofpel, which
he declared, contained the brighteft difcoveries of the di-
vine grace and goodnefs, and the moft reviving: promifes,
ratified with his own blood: and as he reveals the only
way of obtaining the divine favour, and how we may
walk fo as to pleafe God, he offers alfo the ability for
that which he ¢njoins ; and his gofpel is a Jaw of the Spirit
of life, communicating fpiritual life. and power to the
foul. The greateft prophets who went before him, are
not to be compared with him; and his word muft ne-
ceflarily, in the clearnefs and fulnefs of it, excel all other
revelations of his will which God has been pleafed to
vouchfafe to the fons of mens for wo man bath feen God
at any time ; neither men nor angels are capable of that
intimate knowlcdge of the divine counfels, nor were ever
admitted into his fcercts: the only begstten 8.n, avkich is in
the bofoms of the L'ather, and by his participation of the
Godhead moft perfeétly underftands the whole will of the
Father—in nature one with the Father, and infinitely
dear to him ; he bath declured him, being molt tranfcend-
ently qualified to make fuch difcoverics of God and his
counfels, particularly of his wifdom aud grace in the re-
demption of loft finuers, as none of the prophets, nor
John himf{elf, couid be fuppoled to do, they being but
fervants over the houfe of God; Le the Son in his own
houfe ; and thercfore hath more glorioufly and diflin&ly
than ever before, brought life and immortality to light by

.

-

the gofpel.  They who'went before us, faw but through
a glafs darkly ; we with a diftinCnefs of vifion, like thit
of face to face. May the light of gofpel truth, o clex|
revealed to us in and by the Son, be accompanied, throug{
believing, with the effeCual power of gofpel grace to our
hearts !

4thly, The teftimony of John is here re-affumed, which
he dclivered to thofe who were fent from Jerufilem 1
examine into his credentials.

1. The fanhedrim, whofe bufinefs it was to take cog-
nizance of all religious matters, fent priefts and Levites
to inquire who he was, and what chara€ter he affamed;
the time being at hand when the Mecfliah, according to
the prophets, was now about to appear? And as magy
took John to be the Chrift, or at lcaft an extraorain:y
perfonage raifed up for fome great purpofes, they waned
to hear, from his own lips, what he profcficd himfif o
be. -
2, John’s anfwers to their queftions were dired 34
faithful, As to his being the Mcfliah, he freely sn¢ .
neitly “difclaims every fuch pretenfion: he conryl !
denied not ; but confeffidy, 1 am nct the Chrift. A We
muft never arrogate to ourfelves honours which do not
belong to us; but fhould reject every temptation toprie
with abhorrence. In reply to their queflion, Wil k
avere Elias ? he faid, No. The Jews looked for the pet-
fon of Eiias; John only camc in the fpirit and powerof
that zealous reformer; and therefore was not the Eliah
whom they expeed.  He declares himfelf to be neither
Jeremiah, nor hat pisphet of whom Mofes fpake, nor any of
the ancient proplets rifcn again, one of whom they fup-
pofed would precede the coming of Elias. Hereupon
they urge him to give them a pofitive an!wer who he was,
if he was not one of thofc whom they had mentioned,
that they might carry back fomething determinate to thofc
who fent them. 'L'o this he gave a dirc@ anfwer in the
words of Scripture, Ifaiah, xl. 3. I am the wvoice of e
crying in the avildernefs, Make firaight the way of the Liri,
as fuid the prophet Efuias. He was the harbinger of the
Mefliah: his office was to cry aloud and fpare not, re-
buking the fins, and re&ifying the errors of the peopl,
and thus calling upen them to prepare to meet their God
incarnate. And this is the great work of every true mi-
nifter of Chrift : with zcal, which fircs his difcourfes, he
labours to call finners to the Saviour; and, eager in i
exhortations, dcfires to Icad them to repentance uno life.

—Since he difclaims the character of the Meffish ztd

thofe proplicts which they had mentioned, they exph
tulated with him on his affuming authority to baptize;
for it feems thofe Pharifees, who were now delegared in
this commiffion, tenacious of their traditions, and prowd
in the conccit of their own goodnefs, fancied they nzedcd
no repentance 3 and, unable to brook the freedom and fe
verity of the Baptitt’s rebukes, would gladly have tiic
occafion to fupprels and filence him. In anfwer to ticr
quettion he replicd, I baptize with awater, as the outwinl
fign of an inward and fpiritual grace, which I pretend io:

5 . : U
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§ And he fuith unto them, Draw out now, they bare it.
and béar uato the governor of the feaft. And
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9 When the * ruler of the feaft had tafted

® Perhaps a Levite who was chaplain to them.

e e———

M

—— —

IS to confert but there flandeth one among Jm:, or there lately
R food ome among gy even Jefus who had been baptized by
bim, whom ye know not, he not having yet publicly ap-
< peared in his glorious character as the Mefliah ; He # is
: who, coming after me, is preferred before me, as infinitely
_ my [uperiory whofe fhoes’ latchet I am not worthy to unloofe :
't fo tranfcendently glorious and exalted is his dignity, that
to be employed in the meaneft office about his perfon, is
an honour far beyond all that I can pretend to deferve.
This converfation- paffed at\Bethabara, beyond Jordan,
where John was baptizing ; but we find no inquiries made
after Him concerning whom John informed them.

sthly, Jefus had now finifhed his glorious conflit with
the great enemy of fouls, and was returning ffom the

wildernefs viftorious, to the banks of Jordan. There
i=r John faw him, and bore repeated teftimony to him as the
Chrift of God.

1. He points out Jefus to the notice of his difciples,
- a he walked near the river’s fide, faying, Behold the Lamb
vivi of Gody which taketh away the fin of the world. He is the
— Lamb without fpot and blemifh, which the daily facrifice
and pafchal lamb prefigured ; he is the Lamb of God, ap-

75y Wkl £

be offered, with whofe facrifice he would be well pleafed,
:; taking away the fin of the world, the original fin of Adam,
-. and the fins of all that believe in his name ; and by the one
. oblation that he has once offered, hath fully and completely
;- made the atonement ; fo that all, in every age or place,
under whatever degree of guilt or power of corruption
- they lie, who come to him, are fure to find mercy and
.. falvation through him: and therefore we are directed to
" 42hdld him, to look to him with an eye of faith, that we
. may be made partakers of the redemption that is in him.
- 2. He declares that this is the Perfon to whom he had
. before borne witnefs : This is ke of whom I faid, after me
- cometh a man which is preferred before me ; for he was before
e ; a man, yet more than man, even God-man. And I
kreav him nst ; there was no perfonal, or at leaft intimate
acquaintance between them before, nor were they in
league together to ferve any finifter end or purpofe: bus
bt e Spould be made manifeff to Ifrael, therefore am I come
sptizing awith auvater: this was the great end of John’s
iniftry, to point out to Ifrael the anointed Saviour.

3. He mentions, the fign which the Lord had given
n to difcover that diftinguifhed Perfonage whofe fore-
mer he was, but of whom, till then, he had no per-

2l knowledge, at leaft as the Meflinh. The fign given'.

. the vifible defcent of the Spirit as a dove: and on
mfoever of thofe, who came to himn to be baptized,
would fee it light, he might be fuily affured that this
he avhich baptizeth with tice Holy Ghyl. This he faw
rdan wkhken fefus came to be bapnzed of him, and
' the voice from heaven mentioned Matdh. il 17,
efe fure grouands, thudore, he bore recced then, and
fter continued torepeatthe fame tellimony, t.af t.is
. Lo :

~

pointed by him as the great oblation which fhould once.

e

is the Son of God incarnate, the true Mefliah promifed
from the beginning.

4. The next day, again looking carneftly on Jefus as
he walked, he pointed him out to two of his difciples,
faying, Behold the Lamb of God, delirous to engage their
attention to the heavenly Saviour, and to lead them to
value, regard, and embrace him, as the one great atoning
facrifice for the fins of men, which all thofe under the -
law prefigured and reprefented. Note ;. éx.) The doftrine
of Chrift’s facrifice for our fins is onc of the grand lead-
ing fubje@ts on which minifters muft continually infift.
(2.) They who have beheld the excellency of Jefus, can-
not but delight to recommend him to the regard of

others. : .

6thly, The firft difciples of Jefus now begin to com-
mence their acquaintance with him. -

1. The two, who were with John when he pointed out
Jefus to their notice, immediately followed him, “defiring
to be indulged in a greater intimacy with him. And the
gracious Lord, who obfervesand is delighted with the firft
fteps that a foul takes in approaching him, kindly accofted
them, and inquired what they fought. With humble and
refpe@ful addrefs they replied, Rabbi, where dwelleft thou ?
Rabbi was the title given to the moft famed of their wife
men ; and moft deferving of it muft he be in whom dwelt
all the treafures of wifdom and knowledge. They de-
fired to be admitted to a longer converfation with him
than they could enjoy as they walked, and would gladly,
if they might be permitted, wait upon him to receive his -

-divine inftru@ions. Note ; Abiding communion with Jefus,

is the thing, that a foul which is at all acquainted with
him importunately defircs. Chrift courteoufly invites
them to his lodgings; Come and fee: he was ready to
give them an immediate welcome; for his arms are ever
open to receive thofe who defire to come to him. With

* thankfulnefs and fjoy they immediately embraced the of-

fer. Where the foul is at ftake, every delay is dangerous.

They came and faw where be dwelt, and abode vith him that

day : for it was abeut the tenth hour : fo that they fpent that -
day in delightful converfation with him. The name of

one of thefe difciples was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother; '
the other probably the author of this gofpel, who here,
and in other places, modeftly fupprefles his own name,

when the mention of it would be to his honour: a noble

inftance of his unfeigned humility,

" 2. A third difciple is added. = Andrew, eager to com-
municate the glad tidings to his brother Simon, findeth
him, and with exultation relates the important difcovery that ,
they had made, We bave found the Meffias, (which is being '
interpreted in the Greek language the Clriff) the anointed
of God, fo often fpoken of in thc Scriptures; and he
brought him to Fefus, who took particular notice of him;
and calling him by his name, which, though a ftranger to
him before, he well knew, he gives him a new name,
Cephasy which fignifies a j‘?gte, as adopting him into his
: 5 &

family,
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the water that was made wine, and knew not
whence it was, (but the fervants which -drew

Sr. JOHN,
the water knew ;)..the governor of the feal

Cuan 11,

falled the bridegroom, .

o

family, and intimating the fteadinefs of his heart in the
work of the gofpel, and his being appuinted one of thofe
pillars on which, with his brethren and apoftles, the church
fhould ftand firm, grounded on Jefus the chief corner-
ftone and fure foundation. Nofe; (1.) They who have
tafted the riches of Chrift's grace themfelves, cannot but
be allive to draw others to him. There is in Chrift
enough for all. (2.) They who are nearly related to us in

blood, clain a peculiar intereft in our regard and prayers 5

and the beft token of our love to them will be thewn in
lcading them to Jefus. ’ '

7thly, Our Lord, having begun to rﬁakc chboice of his

difciples, adds two more to the number, in Galilee, whi-
ther he went the day following.

1. Chrilt himfelf calls Philip. e faith unto bim, Follow.

me ; and he inftantly obeyed. He was of Bethfaida, a
town on the lake of Gennefareth, and a place very aban-
doned, Matth. xi. 21.:  an encouragement to minifters
of the gofpel, to vifit even the worft of places.

2. Phyip immediately went in queft of fome friends to,

whom he ‘might carry the glad tidings; and finding Na--

thanacly hF with joy communicated “the news, We have
Jound bis of whom Mofes in the laww and the prophets, did
ayrite, Jefus of Nazqret,b the fon of Jofcph. Probably our
Lord bad opened thefe fcriptures concerning himfelf to
Philip’s- fulleft fatisfaction. But Nathanael, on the men+
tion of Nazareth, {larts an objeQion, Can any good thing
come out of Nazareth ?—a place vile and dcfpicable to a
proverb.  Philip, unable to folve the difficulty, yet not
thaken in his own faith, fays, Cowse and fee ; perfuaded that
Jefus himfelf could eally filence that and every other ob-
jection which might be raifed againit him.  Note; (1.)
They, who have found Chrift, cannot but exult in this

happy acquificion..” (2.) Though we may not be capable

of anfwering every obje&tion which may be ftarted, we
are not therefore to conclude that our religion is a delufion,
but examine farther, and then we fhall find enough to
fatisfy us that we have not believed cunningly devifed fa-
bles. (3.) When we are in doubt, we muft come to
Jefus, and by prayer and attention to his word may be
confident that he will lead us into alf truth. i

- 3. Nathanael yielded to Philip’s invitation, and quickly
was convinced of the unreafonablenefs of the prejudices
which he had entertained.
his charater as he faw him coming near, faying to thofe

who were in company with him at that time, Bebold an .

Ifraelite indeed, in whom is no guile, a genuine {on of fimple-
hearted Jacob. Note; It is a great thing to be an Ifracl-

ite indeed, in fpirit and temper fuch, as our profeffion de-.

mapds, without allowed guile either towards God or man,
but with regard to both keceping a confcience void of of-
fence. (2.) Nathanael exprefles his furprife how Jefus thould
knaw him whom he had never feen before ; but the con-
firmation of it which Chrift gave yet more amazed him,
and filenced all his doubts, as it proved his omnilcience :
Before ibat Philip called thee, when thou waft under the fig-
#ree, I faw thee,  Probably Nathanael had retired thither

Jorth, when entering upon his public miniftry he fhould

(1.) Chrift highly commends .

for fome religious exercifes, where no eye ‘might fee him,
and there had offered up his fervent fupplications to God
for the Mefliah’s .caming ; or might be employed in me,
ditation, perhaps on that dream of Jacob, Gen. xwviii. 12,
&c. to whigh our Lord refers, ver. 51.; and fuch anin.
ftance of his knowing both the place of his retirement,
and the very fentiments of his foul, could not but give
Nathanael the ftrongeft evidence of his being indeed the
Mefhah, as Philip had affirmed. Note ; The eye of Jefus
is upon us in our moft retired moments, and he is ac-
quainted with every fentiment of our fouls. And this
cannot but afford as much comfort to a gracious foul, 3
it fpeaks confufion to every hypocrite. (3.) Nathanae,
fully convinced, bows down before him, and makes folemn
profefton of his faith in him as the Mefliah, Rabb, thu
art the Son of God, theu art the King of Ifrael. His pre
judices inftantly vanifhed, and, affured of the divine mi-
fion and charaéer of Jefus, he gladly yields himfelf upa
loyal fubje&t to Ifrael’s King, trufting on him for falva-
tion from all enemies. A

' 4. Chrift, with approbation of his faith, and admin.
tion of his noble confeion, affures Nathanael that he fhall
fhortly fee greater and more glorious evidences of his in-
finite wifdom and power, to confirm his confidence.
Verily, verily, I fay unto you, who am the faithful and true
‘Witnefs, I},ereqﬂtr ye _Zall Jfee beaven openy or from hewe

begin to manifeft his glory in the miracles that he wrought
and the do&rines he taught; and ye thall fec the angels of Gl
afcending and defeending upon the Son of inan; either literally,
in their miniftrations to him at his refurre&ion and af-
cenfion ; or, rather figuratively, fuch a friendly intercourfe
between heaven and earth would now appear to bere-
ftored, and fuch wonders wrought by Jefus in confirma-
tion of his miflion, that it would be proved with evidence
as ftrong and ftriking as if they faw the heavens them-
felves opened, and the angels employed in carrying ona
carrefpondence between God the Father and the Son,
become man for us men and for our falvation. Noc;
Through the Son of man the kingdom of heaven is opened
to all belicvers, the angels of God minifter for the heirs
of falvation, and we may now enter boldly inta the holict
of all, afcending by him, who is unto the faithful as the
ladder of Jacob, the way to God .and glary.

' CHAP IL

Ver. 1. And the third day there was a marrisge} On the
third "day after Jefus and his difciples arrived in Galie,
they went, to a marriage feuff (fee on Matth. xxii. 1,2)
in Cana ; "which is mentionsd, Jofh. xix. 28. as fituated
in the pofleflion of the tribe of Afher not far from the
city of Sidon, and by confcquence in the moft northern
part of Galilee. Hence it was called Cana of Galiler, 0
diftinguifh it from another Cana in the tribe of Ephrain
mentioned Jofh. xvi. 8. xvii. g. This latter Cana there-
fore was at no great diflance from Jerofalem. Here Jefus

furnifhed wine by miracle for the entertaiument, 352:
’ : 4

|
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% - 10 And faith unto him, Every man at the

beginning doth fet forth good wine ; and when
men have * well drunk, then that which is

k Cen. 43. 34. Song, 5. 1. ! Ch. 1. g0. 51. 14.
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worfe : ut thou haft kept the good wine un-
til now. ~ 4 o
11 ' This beginning of miracles did Jefus
& 3.3. & 14. 11 &1 14. Pf. go. 16,17. & 102. 16. -

" defire of his mother, who was alfo bidden. Dr. Clarke
" thinks, that our Lord, in the courfe of his private life,
""" bad fometimes exerted his divine power for the relief of
" his friends ; and that his mother, having feen and heard of
" thole miracles, knew the greatnefs of his power, and fo
" applied-to him on this dccafion. - Or we may fuppofe that
* fhe had heard him fpeak of the miracles he was to perform,
for the confirmation of his miflion, and the beneft -of

©*_in the prefent neceflity. Probably Mary interefted her-
e felf in this mattery becaufe fhe was a relation, or an inti-
£~ mate acquaintance of the new-married couple, and had
° the management of the enterrainment ‘committed to her
“ care. Some have fuppofed that this marriage was cele-
= brated at the houfe of Cleophas or Alpheus, whofe wife’
572 was filter to the mother of our Lord, (Ch. xix. 25.) and

= bitant of this Cuna, Mlark, iii. 18. and this may be con-

125 was folicitous about fupplying them with wine, which,
" mixed with water, was the common beverage of the coun-
= ry: and when the feaft was over, we are told, ver. 12.
7+ that Jefus was attended, on his leaving Cana, not onl

= by his difciples, but by his Bretlren, or neareft kin{-

-z i€ may ‘be reafonable to conclude, that Jof:ph was row

- dead, and that he lived not to the time when Jefus en--

.- tered on his public' miniftry ; efpecially as he is nowhere
- mentioned in the gofpel afterwards. -

: Ver. 2. Fefus was called, and bis difciples,] Wra.r invited,
&c. The perfons called pis difciples, who were with him
at this marriage, as dlfo at Jerufalem, and who accom-
vanied him to the” diftant parts of Judea, and baptized
hofe who offered themfelves to his b2pti{m,. (fee Ch. iii.

2. iv. 1, 2.) feem to have been Philip, Simon, Audrew,’

1d Nathanael, the four mentioned in the preceding chap-

-; for as thefe tranfactions happened before the Baptift’s
prifonment, (Ch. iii. 24.) we cannot think that the dif-
/es prefent at them had followed Jefus in confequence of

call given-néar the fea of Galilce, Matth. iv. 18. or the
fpoken of ‘Luke, v. 1, &c. becaufe it is certain that
1er the one nor -the other was given till after the Bap~
vas put in prifon. , '
r. 3. FFhen they wanted winé, ,&cﬁ The wine begin-
ro fasl ;—Jree#aaio-ro;. But a {mall

[-d at fard{t, as the
a{tances ;3 and that began to fail the fooner, as greater
rs of guefls attendef than were expelted, probably
ount of -Jefus, whofe fame began to fpread abroad.
yeher, provident for the young couple, and having

ed great cxpeQations; as fhe had good grounds, of -

__one of whofe fons was Simon the Canaanite, whom fome’
> have thought to have been fo called from being an inha-

= fidered the more probuble, as Mary was not only prefent
“at the . feaft, but avas there=—as a perfon concerned, and

“men, who moft likely came thither, as rclations, to be*
prefent at the marriage. As Mary here is {poken of alone,

ock poflibly was
ons were not in the higheft

i

her wonderful Son, whofe miraculous conception the could
never forget,—any more than the wonderful circumftances
which attended his birthy—and whofc entrance on his
public miniftry the now obferved with joy, witnefled as it
was by a voice from heaven, and by the teftimony of the
Baptift—in this fituation of things his mother faith unto'
him, They have ns wine ; hinting, as our Saviour’s anfwer
fhews, that he would afford fome miraculous fupply; and
it is plain, that notwithftanding the rebuke fhe met with,
yet the had ftill a view to this by her direion to the
fervants afterwards, ver. g.

Ver. 4. Woman, what have I to do with thee?] The )

compellation .with which Jefus addrefled his mother,
founds harfh in our language, becaufe with us it is never
ufed, where refpet is meanc to be fhewn, Neverthelefs,
woman anciently was a term of honour, being ufed in
{peaking to perfons of the firft quality, 2s we find in'the
politeft writers of antiquity. Befides, it was that by
which our Lord addreffed her at a time when his refpect
and tendernefs for her cannot be called in queltion,—
ch. xix. 26. The claufe which in our tranflation runs,
What bave Ito do with thee, might be rendered fo as to
have a milder afpe&. What haft thou to de with me ? For
the original words =i éuo' xxi oo, are evidently ufed in”
this fenfe, 2 Sam. xix. 22. Mark, v. 7. What haft thou.
to°'do aith me ? Mine hour is not yet come. ¢ The feafon
¢¢ of my public miniftry in this country is not yet come.’
«¢ Before I work miracles in Galilee, I muft go'into Judea '
“ and preach, where the Baptift, my foretunner, has been
¢ preparing my way.” Some tranflate the latter ‘claufe
interrogatively, Is not mine hour come? % The feifon of
¢ my public miniftry, at which period your authority over"
¢ me ceafes ?”” Upon the whole, our Lord’s anfwer to his
mother, though perhaps intended as a flight rebuke, was
not in the leaft difrefpetful ; as is evident likewife from
the temper with which fhe received it, and from her de-
firing the fervants to do whatever he ordered them. The
generality of writers upon this fubje&t have obferved, with,
great juftice I have no doubt, that this Tebuke was in-,,
tended by our Lord, in his prophetic {pirit, as a ftanding
teftimony againft that idolatry, which he forefaw after-
ages would fuperftitioufly beftow upon his mother, even,
to the robbing him of the right and honour of his aléne.
Mediatorthip and interceflion. : .
Ver. 6. Afiet the manner of the purifying of the Fews,]
Befides the purifications appointed by the law of God,.
there werd 2 multitude of others then pra&tifed, in com-
pliance” with the tradition of the elders. Poffibly ‘this,
claufe is thrown, in by St. John, by way of explanation, as._
he wrote this gofpel for the ufe of the Gentiles, who,,
might be ftrangers to the Jewith cuftoms. Thefe warcr- .
pots are faid to contain twe or threc firkins a-piece. Now .
the meafures of the ancients are fo very uncertain, that it.,
is hardly poffible to determine the exaét contents of thele
: .50 2 vefiels ;
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in Cana of Galilee, and manifefted forth his
glory ; and his difciples belicved on him.

B Mat 4. 13. & 11, 33. Luke, 4. 14, 31. & 10. 35,

§1. J O HN.

Crar. 1L

13 9 After this he went down to * Caper-
naum, he, and * his mother, and * his bre-

® Mat. 132. 46. &15. 57. Ch. 7. 5. ® Coufns.

veflcls: fome have computed them to contain about two

* or three hogtheads ; and the Greek is fo rendered in our

sranflation, as to make them contain above one hundred
gallons 5 but it is hardly probable the veflcls were fo large ;
and as the original word msrent<s fignifies no more than
sneafures, it is much better that we fhould leave it as we find
it, unlefs the quantity could be determined with more
certainty. It [cems moft probable that as the Jewifh bath
was the moft common meafure ufed in liquids, this is the
quentity defigned, where meafures are exprefled without
any limitation ; and as the Jewifh bath is reckoned to con-
tain four gallons and a half, the contents of thefe vefils,
if they are computed only at two meafures each, will
amount to no lefs than fifty-four gallons.

Ver. 7. Fill the water-pots with water :] Mary was without
doubt blameable for prefuming to dire& her Son in the
duties of his miniftry, her parental authority not extend-
ing to thofe matters; thercfore he very jultly gave her
the gentle rcbuke, ver. 4. in which he infinuated that his
miracles were not to be performed at the defire of his re-
lations for civil and private reafons ; but in purfuance of
the great ends that he had in charge,—the converfion and
falvation of mankind. But though Mary might have had
only private reafons of conveniency for afking this mira-
cle, yet Jefus, knowing that it would tend to the confirm-
ation of his difciples’ faith, and to the advancement of
his great caufe, thought proper to comply; being not the
lefs willing to exert his power, becaufe his friends would
reap fome benefit from the matter of the miracle. Or-
dering the fervants therefore to fill the water-pots, which
were at hand, to the brim, with water, he converted the

whole mafs of the liquid into excellent wine. The quan-

fity of water turned into wine on this occafion, deferves
notice. We have fpoken fomething on the fubjet in the
preceding note. The following is Dr. Macknight’s re-’
mark: ¢ The fix water-pots in which the wine was formed,
<« being appointed for fuch purifications or wafhings as
¢ required the immerfion of the whole body, were of a
¢ very large capacity ; fo that, being filled to the brim,
s there was an abundance of wine produced : but the
s deifts, a fort of people who look on all Chrift’s a&tions
« with an evil eye, have not let this efcape their cenfure,
« making it the fubje& of ridicule. This might have
&« been fpared, had they confidered that the fpeech made
« by, the governor of the feaft to the bridegroom, ver.
¢ 30. does not imply that any of the company were
¢ drunk,as they would have it believed : it is only a com-
« parifon between the order in which be had produced his
s liquor, and that commonly obferved by other people.
¢« [But fce the note on that verfe.] Befides, it ought to
¢« be confidered, that Jefus did not order all the wine he
« furnifhed to be drank at this folemnity ; though, accord-

¢« ing to the cuftom of Judea, it lafted a whole week. .

« [See Judges, xiv. 12, &c. and the notes on Solomon’s
« Song.] It is probable, that our Lord defigned to pro-
¢ %ide for the future occafions of the new-married couple,

'

¢ making them a valuable and feafonable nuptial prefent
¢ in this delicate though miraculous manner: and furely
¢ he, who in the firft creation made fuch liberal prowi-
¢ fion for the neceffities of men, might on a particular
¢ occafion, when he was forming nourifhment for the
¢ natural life of his friends, do it plentifully ; becaufe
¢ thus the favour was enhanced, and by the quantity
¢¢ furnifhed he both, fhewed his own exuberant goodnefs,
¢ and gave fuch magnificence to the miracle, as removed
¢ it beyond all probability of fraud. 'Whereas, had the
¢¢ quantity been confiderably lefs,—~only the cup, for in-
¢ ftance, which .was borne to the governor of the feait
¢ (as fome have thought), who knows but the enemies of
¢ Chriftianity might have affirmed that here was no mi-
¢ racle at all; but that the water was artfully changed,
¢ and wine put into its place ?—an impoffible cheat in
¢ fo large a quantity, efpecially as the tranf{mutation
¢ happened the moment the veflels were filled. "We need
¢ not then difpute with the deifts, concerning the capa-
¢ city of the meafurc mentioned by the Evangelift : let
¢¢ them make it as large as they pleafe ; let them fuppofe
¢ it was the attic meafure of that name, equal to our
¢ firkin, and that each water-pot held thrée of thofe mea-
¢¢ fures, the miracle will ftill be decent, and in all refpedts
¢ worthy both of the wif{dom and goodnefs of him who
¢¢ performed it.” ’

. Ver. 8. Bear unto the governor of the feafi.] Among the
Greeks, Romans, and Jews, it was ufual at great enter-
tainments, efpecially at marriage feafts, to appoint a maf-
ter of the ceremonies, who not only gave dire&ions con-
cerning the form and method of the entertainment, but
likewife prefcribed the regulations in refpeét to drinking.
Jefus therefore ordered the wine which he had formed, to
be carried to the governor of the feaft, that by his judg-
ment pafled upon it, in the hearing of all the gucI{s, it
might be known to be genuine wine of the beft kind.
Our Lord’s furnithing wine for the feaft by miracle fhews,
that all the creatures which God’s power hath formed for,
and his bounty beftowed on man, may be ufed confiftendy
with piety, provided that the benefits be fan@ified to us by
the word of God, and by prayer ; that is, if they be ufed in
moderation, as' the word of God dire&s, and with due

-

L

“expreflions of thankfulnefs. We may obferve, that

circumftance in this miracle was wonderfully dire@ed by
our Lord to fhew its reality. For this purpofe, Jefus or-

dered the water-pots to be filled with water ; for the fer-

vants who poured the water out of one veflel inta the other,
could eafily fee that there was nothing but water in the
veflel from which they had poured ; and when the other
was filled to the brim, it was equally vifible that the veffel
which they had filled, had nothing but ‘water in it like-
wife. Further, it was known to all the guefts that thefe
pots or veflels ‘never contained any thing but water : and
as all the guefts had wafhed themfelves with the fluid con-
tained in them, they were convinced that they held nothing
but water,, The changing of the water in tixe veflels was

: ' ' another

|
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fikemein, 0 nd his difeiples : and they continued

oz o ot many days. a
2ay; w 13 9 Andthe Jews’ °paflover was at-hand,
o Exod. 13. G==14. & 33.
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and Jefus went up to Jerufalem, | :
" 14 And ® found in the temple thofe that
fold oxen and fheep and doves, and the

P Mat. 21. 13, Mirk, 13. 35, x6. Luke, 19. 45,

N

cugh ez o
! s mat ' another proof to the fame purpofe ; and the drawing out
it of 5, 0. jnflantly fhewed that there could be no fraud. The fervants
¥l it were fo far from being parties with Jefus in any collufion, .
iy 4117 dhat they feem dot to have known, or to have been wil-
s estu 71 ling to obey him, had not Mary ordered them to do it
welimax which is another proof of the reality of this miracle.
e wizzz. The ignorance of the governor concerning the filling of
vof ful 7z the pots, and the change made in the water, fhews that
v #4=e2: he could not have been concerned in any deceit; as his,
¢ 1:2zron and not the guefts tafting of the wine, and applauding it,
oo kamrs fhews that no other perfon could have been a party in the
Fridein fraud, if there was any. Thefe and other circumftances,
sirwsce which the diligent reader will obferve, abundantly prove
'z -2 the reality of the miracle, and fet it above the probability
-y g s of a cavil. o .
miz  Ver. 9, 10. The governor of the feaft called the bridegroom,]
=z The governor’s application to the bridegrqom, and not to
.- Jefus, thews him to have been ignorant of the miracle;
- and could have procceded from no other reafon than his
" .- perfuafion, that this wine had been provided at the expence
- of the bridegroom. Surprifed at thé exquifite delicacy of’
m the flavour, he faid to the bridegroom, ¢¢ It is ufual with’
% mgff men to fex forth the good wine—-xdy xardy ovoy,—at
6 the beginning ; and when men have drank plentifully,—
- 6 Sray pebuoduai,—then ‘that wbhich is worfe: thou haft.
.« proceeded in a different manner ; thou baff kept the good
"¢ guime until now.” In which words every difcerning
reader muft remark, that there'is not the leaft room for.
. thofe many blafphemous infults uport the pure and {potlefs
" character of the holy Jefus, which deifts and infidels have
“ the hardinefs to throw out, as we hinted on ver. 7. For,
in the fir/# place, the governor of the fealt does not fay’
cven fo much as that the prefent guelts had: drank plenti-*
fully ; he only urges the common proceedings. in fuch;
feftivals as ‘thefe; and the words rather countenance a
-ontrary opinion, fotf he fays, « Every man fets forth good,
< avine at the beginning, and whken it fhall happen that men
- fhall Aave drank plentifully, then that which is worfe : thou
(without any conne&ting particle in the original) aff
dopr 2he g wine until now. Thou hafl not done as’
others do ;3 the beft wine comes laft.” Herein is the
ole of the comparifon: he by no means fays that zhey
"drank plentifully, or to excefs : it is more than pro-
le, that there was no appearance of fuch irregularity or
(s ;3 feceing that the governor was thus capable of diftin-
ving  the relith of the good wine fo inftantly, which,
, men hawve well drunk,is not the cafe ; and therefore
that, as he fays, bad wine is broughtlaft. However,
‘ng, secorrdly, that the words, when men bave well
. did refer to the prefent guefts; yet the true mean<
the original word MusSwari, and its ufe in ferip-
hew that it fignifies, not criminal drinking, or drink-
-ace/F > its proper and immediate fgnfe. is, to drink
crificing, and fo it is ufed in a religious import 3 and:

in feveral inftances in feripture it is applied to drinking’
where there could be no excefs. See Ephef, v. 18. But,.
thirdly, allowing both thefe obje&tions to be true, namely,

that thefe guefts had already drusk well, and that the word

fo rendered does import criminal drinking ; yet it will by:
no means follow, that the miracle which Chrift now
wrought was intended to encourage any vice of this fort.

Far from the mouths of Chriftians, far from the hearts of
men, be the leaft furmife or fuppofition of fuch a fort!

It is moft reafonable to conclude, that the change of the
water into wine drew off their attention wholly from the "
feaft to this divine and wonderful Perfon, who thus ma-.
nifefted forth bis glory, and obtained the faith of ‘his difci-"
ples: it is moft reafonable to conclude, that this was a-
great means of fobriety and ferioufnefs, bringing the be-.
holders to the ufual admiration What manner of man is

this!

Ver. 11. And manifefled forth bis glory :] That is, demon-
ftrated his power and charaler to the convi@ion of the
difciples, and in fome fenfe and degree to that of all the
guefts. This being the firft miracle that they had ever feen
Jefus perform, it tended not a little to the confirmation’
of their faith, and made his fame fpread over all the.
neighbouring country. Mofes copfirmed his miffion by
producing water from a rock; but qur Lord, by changing.
water into wine : and by that change he manifefted him-’
felf to be the Lord of the creation. It was as eafy for,
that Omnipotence which is the author of all things, to do',
this in the prefent method, as it is for him to do it every

ear from the moifture defcending from heaven, whi&l‘.{
1s imbibed by the roots of the vine, and after frequent’
filtrations is ripened in the grape. It is true the frequency:
with which this change occurs, renders it ‘familiar .;mi',
unnoticed ; but when water is changed into wine in }hé}'
veflcls, the novelty makes a ftronger imprefion on the
mind ; and the effe@, though not a greater exertion of "
Almighty power than that which is proluced by the coms’
mon courfe of nature, ftrikes us much more than that
which is become familiar. L B

Ver. 14. And found in the temple] Mofes, in Deut. xiv..
24, 25. from confidering the neceflity of the Jews refort-
ing to the capital of their country, and the inconveniences
which would attend the driving the cattle which were to.
be offered, and could be offered only there, gave them-
liberty, under the dire&ion of Jehovah, to carry money
with them, and. purchafe their vi&ims on the fpot.” When,.
therefore, the Jews were difperfed among all nations, this
injun&tion feemed not onl(y convenient and prudent, but
even neceflary 5 and therefore it was appointed that thofe.
animals which were ufed in facrifices, fhould be fold'
without the temple near the gates. This inftitution which:
was fo convenient, was in procefs of time turned into.
abufe; and the market was at length kept in the very.
court of the Gentiles, the only place which was allotted:

\‘~ ) l w.
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changers of money fitting :
15 And ° when he had ‘made a fcourge of
fmall. cords, he drove them all out of the tem-

ple, and the fheep, and the oxen ; and poured

out the changers’ money, and overthrew the
tables ; .
16 And faid unto them that fold doves,
Take thefe things hence ; * make not my Fa-
ther’s houfe an houfe of merchandize.

Il

4 Prov.26. 3. Zech. 4. 6.
* PL 6.

¥

1 Cor. 5. 7.
¢ Ch. 6. 30.

Pf. 91. s.
9. & 119. 239. Rev. 2. 2.
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17 And his’ difciples. remembered ‘that it
was written, ' The zeal of thine houfe hah
eaten me up, =° AR

.18 § Then anfwered the Jews and faid u-
to him, ' What fign fheweft thou uato us,
feeing that thou doft thefe things?

19 Jefus anfwered and faid unto them,
“ Deftroy this temple, and in three days [ wil
raifeitvp. - .

' 1Tim 6. g 10. Mat.ar. 13. Mark, 11, 17. Luke, 19. 46. If. 6. 7. Jer7.
’ Mat. 12. 18. & 16. I. s r e Tl
& 27. 40, Mark, 14. §8. & 15. 29. 2 Cor. 5. 1. He meant their putting him o death. 3 Cor. 38. 3, 4. .

Mark, 8. 1r. Luke, 11. 29. 1 Cor. 1. 22. v Mat 6. 61,

4 ciee e e .

-t6 the Gentiles to worfhip in. The noife of the cattle,
and the hurry of the place, were great obftacles to worthip,
«efpécially when we confider that tie numbers who thronged
this court, amounted at one paffover to no lefs than
3,000,000 3 ‘When, according’ to Jofephus, no lefs than’
256,500 vitims were offered.  But the abufe did not
xcft heres for it is generally. fuppofed that the priefls let
out this part of the temple for profit ; and that the fellers,
to enahle themfclves to pay the.rent of their fhops and’
" ftalts, demanded an exorbitant price for their commodi-
ties. Nay, it is faid, that the priefts and Levites very often
" fold the animals which they had received for facrifices, to
the dealers in éattle at a lower rate, that they might 'fell
tffc‘m‘again with profit; fo that the fame'{);criﬁqc was
often fold to different perfons, and the fpoils or gains of
the facrifices were divided between the priefts and the
falefmen. It order to expedite this traffic, there were
sitnes-changers at hand, who gave the Jews of foreign.
cotintries the current money of Judea, in lieu of the mo-
ndy of the countries whence they came ; ‘and for this fer-
vice they took a premium, which'upon the whole became
wery confiderable.”” Thus was the temple profaned by the
avarice ‘of the priefts, and literally made a den of thieves.
‘When our Lord viewed this fcene of iniquity, we need
nbt wdndet' at his indignation’; for it 'was a zeal, which
fitewed his’.high 'regard to religion, and his implacable
enmity to vice; while at ‘the'fame time it illuftrated the
chard@er given him by the prophet Malachi, iii. 1.~
" Ver. ¥5. A feourge of fmall. cords,] It has been very
juftly obferved, that this circumftance, feemingly flight,.
is inferted to fhew that the inftrument could not have
been the caufe of fo wonderful an effedt. o .
“Ver. 16. Make nit my Father’s Foufe, &c.] It is remark-
able, that ‘at this ¢jefion of thofe who profaned the tem-

ple, our Saviour fays, Make not my Father’s koufe, &c. but

when' he repeated this miracle towards the clofe of his
life, when he had proved his divinity by a variety of mi-
racles, he fays My boufe, (Matth. xxi. 13.) and rifes in his
expreffion theré, refpe@ing the abufe of this houfe; in”
which the Jews were the more inexcufable, and therefore '
deferved feverer rebuké the fecond time, on account of
this firft experiente’ of his holy'indignation.
- Ver. 19. And bis difciples rememberedy, &c.] In the ap-
prehenfion of the difciples, their Lord expofed himfelf to
great dauger by.turning out a body of faQious and in-
. R - Al - . 9‘ B N . . b ‘

3

- working a miracle for that purpofe.

-

terefted men, whom the 'Prxiel'ts and rulers fupported. Oa
this occafion, therefore, they called to mind that text in
the Pfalms, 'where it is faid, The zea/ gf’ thine boufe hatt
eaten me up ; imputing their Mafter’s ,ations to fucha
concern for the purity of God’s worfhip, as that by which
]D?Wd’ his great type, was animated. See on Phim
xix. 9. :

Ver.18. ’7712"{1 a/jfz;.vcr‘;*d: t&e.je;w.r, &c.] A fat fopud 4‘

lic' and ,r’e,mdrkab,lqr:f,s,,thiq, could not but immediatcly
come to the knowledge of the priefts and rulers of tie
Jews, y’vhqfc fupreme couu'cii fatin a magnificent chambr
belonging’ to the tgmple;, a fine rotunda, called from its
beautiful pavement, Lifbcath Hag&zitb, which ftaod on the

wall of the temple, part of it within, and. part of it witk-

out its facred precin@s. There feems, to be no doubt
that the Jews here mentioned' were rulers; becauf: we
know ‘that the great affembly of the Jewifh rulers,—the
Sanbedrimy—{at i,n'thé‘;;chiﬁle. Chrift’s driving out the
buyers and fellers, muft undoubtedly have come to their
knowledge ; and as ‘their office feemcd to authorife them
to call him to anaccount, we are fure ghat their prejudicss
againft him- would 'incline them 'to'do it. The truthis,
this affair had the \mark of an extraardinary zeal; 2 2¢d
nothing inferior to that for which the prophets were famed;
and this was the reafon why the rulers came to him, de-
firing to know by what aut grity he had undertaken fingly
to make fuch reformation iin.the houle' and ‘worlhip of
God, efpecially in reference to matters which had bees
declared lawful by the council, -and by dotors of tht
greateft reputation: and if he had any real authority for
doing fuch things, they required him to fhew it them by
: See'ver. 23.

. Ver. 19. Deftroy this temple,] "The miracle which o
Lord 'had already performed, in driving. the buyer
feliers out of the temple, was fufficient to convinct <%
of the authority by which he made this reformato®
they were to have béen convinced by any miracle & £
Therefore our Lord, inftead of-fatisfying their unrale
able demands, refers them to the great m jracle of bis ™
farrection; but refers them to it in fuch obfcure tcrmsi
as prejudiced minds could not underftand, til the Pr;
phefy itfelf was cleared and explained by #he &ve™t) Ym:
if he either pointed to-his body, or allude d t© thmc:;:y
monly reccived opinions, one would wo nder that 7

]
fhould have miftaken his meaning; fo farsp 3 ¥ bop fﬁc
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20. Then. faid the Jews, * Forty and fix

t2{ yoars :was-this! temple in building, and wile
thou rgar it up in three days 2

alidtzls; g1 But he fpake of ¥ the temple of his

! ', body, ' ,

sdobildkly 23 When therefore ” he was rifen from the

twered wd & ¢ dead, bis difciples * remembered that he had

il oy
The o

feripture, and the word which Jefus had faid.

11 Ligyi ¢ Since Herod began to rebuild it
LIy nELd " 816, a1 &17. 23 &10.19. Afts,2. 25 & 13. 12—134. & 26. 22.
) ¢ Ch 6. 14 AQs, 8. 13, James, 2. 19.

15 16. 7. 1 Chr.28. 9. Acls, r. 24. Rev. 2. 23. Heb. 4. 13.

2 that he meant the temple in which they were at that
“time affembled. The temple itfelf was fuppofed to be
* inbabited by the Divinity, and to derive its holinefs from
“ that circumftance ; but as the Divinity dwelt in the body
-of Chrilt, that body deferved the name of temple more
. wi o2 juflly than the building made with hands. One of the
rabbies fays exprefsly, that the Mefliah, the holy Son of
¢ %,k Davidy is the Holy of Holies ; and if that opinion exifted
+in the time of Chrift, as probably it might, there could be
:2n0 great obfcurity in the application of this term then.
=By a fimilar figure of fpeech, the apoftle calls the bodies
¢z 2of believers the temple of Gody, on account of the inhabi-
a7 tation of the Holy Ghoft. See Mark xiv. 58. Inftead of
[ 325 4oy this temple, Dr. Heylin reads, ye will defiroy. In the
v::})rophctic ftile, fays he, the imperative is often ufed for the
- foture.
o Ver. 20, Forty and fix years was this temple, &c.] Hath
2bis temple been  in building. Heylin,  'Though Herod
finithed what he propofed in eight or-nine years, yet the
-:Jews continued to beautify and adorn the temple for many
.zyears afterwards, even to the year 65.
- Per. 22. And they belicved the firipture,] They yet more
firmly believed the fcripture in all its prophefies concern-

.. confirmed by the word which Jefus had fpoken; for fuch
.:2 wonderful event as the refurrection of Chrift, confidered
in its connection with this folemn prediction, juftly ap-
peared as the fulleft conceivable proof of the whole plan
of redemption.

Ver. 23. In the feafi-day,] At the feflivaly—iv 735 icpri.
)r. Heylin renders it at the feftival of the paffover. Seeon
atth. xxvi. §. The miracles here fpoken of, as well as
ofe Ch. iii. 2. and iv. 4g5. plainly refer to fome mira-
s wrought by Chrilt, the particulars of which are not
1[mitted to us.
or 24, Fefis did not commit himfelf unta them,] Did not
ver himfelf to be the Mefhah. He did not truft to

wlho believed merely on account of his miracles.—
fe be krnieww all rmen. e had perfe&t knowledge of
difpofitions, and was aflured, on the prefent occa-
hat the belief of many was not yet grown up to a
nviction ; and forefaw that they would quickly fall
hen they found that he was rejeted by the great
ind did not ere&t a fecular empire. From the caution

Jelus ufed, we may learn, not rafhly to put oure

Sr.. JOHN.

X 1Cor. 3. 16. & 6. 19. "3 Cor. 6. 16. Col. 2. 9.

® Prov. 14, 15. Mat. 10. 16, 17.

‘ing the Mefliah’s kingdom ; and their faith in him was’
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23 9 Now when he was in Jerufalem at
the paflover, in the feaft day, many * believed
in his name, when they faw the miracles which
he did. .

24 ° But Jefus did not commit himfelf un-
to them, becaufe © he knew all men, v

25 And needed not that any fhould teftify
of man: for he knew what was in man.

Heb. 8. 2. v Pf.16. v0. 1If g3.8. Mat, 136. 40.
z Luke, 24. 8, 25, 26, 44,45. Jobn, 14. 26. ' Mat. 13. 5.6, 30y
P2 B M e Yy 8. Luke,s. az. Ch. 6. 64

]

felves and our ufefulnefs into the power of others; but
to ftudy a wife and happy medium between that univerfal
prejudice and fufpicion, which, while it wrongs the beft and
moft worthy charalers, would deprive us of all the plea-
fures of an intimate friendthip; and an undiftinguithing
eafinefs and opennefs of temper, which might make us the
property of every hypocritical pretender to kindnefs and.
refpe&t. : :

Inferences drawn from the marriage in Cana, ver. 1—IT.
‘Was this then the firft public miracle, O Saviour, that thow
wroughteft? And could there be a greater miracle than
this, that, having been thirty years upon earth, thou didft
no miracle till now? That thy Divinity did hide itfelf
thus long in fleth ¢ That fo long thou wouldft lie obfcure
in a corner of Galilee, unknown to that world which thou
cameft to redeem ? That fo long thou wouldt firain .
the patient expetation of thofe, who ever fince the ap-
pearance of thy ftar waited for the revelation of a Mef-
fish? We, filly creatures, if we have but a grain of
virtue, are ready to fet it out to the beft appearance.
Thou who receivedft not the Spirit by meafure, wouldft
content thyfelf with a willing obfcurity, and concealedft
that power which made the world—under the roof of a_
human breaft, in a cottage of Nazareth! O Saviour, no_
one of thy miracles is more worthy of aftonifhment than
thy not doing of miracles !

Thy firft public miracle graceth a marriage. Itis an
antient and laudable inftitution. That the rites of matri»

. mony fhould not want a folemn celcbration, the Son of the

Virgin, and the mother of that Son are both at the wed-
ding. He that made the firft marriage in Paradife, be-
ftows his firft miracle upon a Galilean marriage. He
that was the author of matrimony, and fan&ifies it, doth,
by his holﬁ prefence, honour the refemblance of his eternal
union with his church of the faithful. How boldly may
be contemned all the impure adverfaries of wedlock, -
when the Son of God pleafes thus to honour it !

Happy is that wedding, where Chrift is a gueft! O
Saviour, there is no holy marriage whereat thou art not;
however invifible, yet truly prefent by thy Spirit and gra-
cious benediétion. Thou who haft betrothed thy believing
people to thyfclf in truth and rightcoufnefs, do thou confum=
mate that happy marriage of ours in the higheft heavens.

It was no rich or fumptuous bridal to which Chrift, and

his
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CHAP HL

Chrift teacheth Nicodemus the necelfity of regeneration : of faith
in bis death, The great love of God towards the aworld,
Condemnation for unbelief. The baptifm, witnefs and doélrine
of Fobn concerning Chrift.

[Anno Domini 30.]
HERE * was a man of the Pharifees
“named Nicodemus, a ruler of the
Jews:

& Ch. 7. c0. & 19. 39-
16. 33. AQr, 2,23, & 10. 38, Luke, 34. 19. Zech. 4. 6.

his mother, and his difciples, vouchfafed to come. We
find him not at the magnificent feafts or triumphs of the,
great. The proud pomp of the world did not agree with
the ftate of a fervant: this Galilean bridegroom, before
- the expiration of his feftival, wants drink for the accom-
modation of his guefts.

The bleflfed Virgin feels a charitable compaffion; and,
from a friendly defire to maintain the decency of a hofpi-
table entertainment, inquires into the wants of her hott,
pities them, and feeks anxioufly to redrefs them. How
well does it become the eyes of piety and Chriftian love to
look into the neceflities of others!

To whom fhould we cemplain of any want, but to the
Maker and Giver of all things? When they wanted wine,
The mother of Fefus faid unto himy Tkey bave no wine. The
blefied Virgin certainly, in fome degree, knew to whom fhe
fued. It would have bcen hard if fome of the neighbour-
guelts, when duly f[olicited, had not been able to furnith
the bridegroom with fo much wine as might fuffice for the
remainder of the feaft : but Mary evidently thought it beft
not to lade at the fhallow channel, but rather to go to the
fountain-head, where fhe might dip and fill the firkins at

once with eafe. It may be fhe faw that the train of Chrift.

might help forward that defe& ; and therefore fhe juftly

folicits Jefus for a fupply. Whether we want bread, or,

water, or wine, neceflarizs or comforts, whither fhould we
run, O Saviour, but to that infinite munificence of thine,
which neither denieth nor upbraideth? We cannot want
if we cleave to thee: .we cannot abound but from thee:
give us what thou wilt, fo thou give us contentment with
what thou giveft. ' )

" But what is this we hear ?—A fharp anfwer to the
{fuit of a mother.— Woman, wkat have I to do with thee ?
#le, whofe fwcet mildnefs and mercy never fent away
any fupplicant difcontented,—doth he only frown upon
ber who bare him ?—He that commands us to bonour
Jather and mother, doth he difdain her, whofe fleth he
aflumed? God forbid! But love and duty do not
exempt parents from due admonition: fhe folicited
Chrift as a mother; he anfwers her as a woman : if fhe
was the mother of his flefh, his Deity was eternal. She
might not fo remember herfelf to be a mother, that fhe
fhou'd forget fhe was a woman; nor fo look upon him as
‘a fon, that fhe fhould not regard him as a God : he was
fo obedicnt to her as a mother, that withal fhe might obey

JOHN.

® Ch.7. 13 & 12.42,43. & 19. 39. being athamed to own him by day.
Gen. 18. 14.
& 8. 34, 57, §8. & 10.1,7. & 12.24. & 13. 16,20,21, 38. & 14.12. & 1_6. 20, 23. Seech. 1. g1,
Beek. 36.26.” 2 Cor. 5. 17. Gal. 6.15. Eph.2.5,10. 1 John, 3. 9. Titus, 3. 5.

. favour of a miraculous exertion.

- Caar. UL

2 The fame came to Jefus ® by night, and
faid unto him, ° Rabbi, ‘ we know that thoy
art a teacher come from God: for no mancan
do thefe miracles that thou doeft, except God
be with him.

3 Jefus anfwered and faid unto him, * Veri.
ly, verily, I fay unto thee, Except a man ‘be

born * again, he cannot fee the kingdom of
God. '

-¢ Mafter. Ch. 20. x6. ¢ Ch.g.
° Ver. 5. 171.  Ch. 5. 19,34, 25. & 6. 26,31,47, 3.

f Ch. 1. 13. James, 1. 13. 1 Per ;.;.z;.
¢ Or from absve. James, 5. 18. 1 John, 3.9. & g.18.

Jer. 32.17,27.

him as her God. Neither is it for us, in the boly affairs
of God, to know any faces ; yea, if we have known Cirif
heretofore according to the flefb, henceforth know we bim fi
no more ; much lefs do we fubftitute a woman as a medi-
ator between God and man.

Yet even in this rough anfwer, as it may feem, doth the
blefled Virgin defcry caufe of hope. If his hour wasnat | -
yet come, it was therefore coming : when the expefation
of the guefts and the neceffity of the occafion have made :-
fit room for the miracle, it fhall come forth and challenge |
their wonder. Faithfully therefore and obfervantly does
fhe turn her fpeech from Jefus to the attendants, }hatfo-
ever he faith unto you, do it. [..

However, fhe that had faid of herfelf, Be st unfomea- |’
cording to thy word, now humbly fays to others, W hatf.cver
he faith unto youy do it. ‘This is the way to have miracles |-
wrought for us, and in us,—obedience to his word. The
power of Chrift did not depend on the officioufnefs of
thefe fervants: he could have wrought wonders equally
without their contribution; but their perverfe refufal of
‘his commands might have rendered them incapable of the

This fcanty houfe was yet furnifhed with many and
large veflels for outward purification, as if iniquity had
dwelt upon the fkin. Alas! it is the foul which needs
fcouring; and nothing can wath that;*'but the Blood
which they defperately withed upon themfelves and their
children, fer guilt, not for expiation. Purge thu v 0
Lord, with byfop, and we fball- be clean ; wafb us, ond %
JShall be whiter than frow. e :

The waiters could not but think fo unfeafonablea con-
mand, as we read in ver. 7.—Fill the water-pots with walt
to be very ftrange. ¢ It is awine that we want; whyd
 we go to fetch qvater? If there be no other remedy
¢« we could have fought this fupply unbidden:” and et
fo far has the command prevailed, that inftead of talk
of carrying flaggons of wine to the table, they go to et
water in their veffels from their cifterns, There is @
pleading of improbabilities againft the command of @
Almighty power.

How liberal are the provifions of Chrift ! If he had b
turned the water in one of thofe veflels into wine, it bl
been a juft proof of his power. But the abundance ma
nifies at once both his power apd mercy. The munificei
hand of God regards not our wants osly, but c;t;l\i'hoﬂfﬁ
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the fecond time into his mother’s womb, and
be born? .

3 Xhﬂl Dﬁou d;;‘:

affluence; it is our fin and our thame if we turn his fa-
Tered mdﬁﬁmt, yours into wantonnefs. )
" ot FL;’ There muft be firlt a filling, ere there can be a drawing
I 7 out. THus in'our veflels, the firft care muft be of our
G e 2y teceipt, the, nest of our expence : God would have us
to be firft cifterns, and then channels. QOur Saviour would
not be his own tafter, but he fends the firft draught to
i+ kb the governor of the feat. He knew his own power, they
s b Qiktiy did pot; neither would he bear witnefs of himfelf, but
b b Tax,ﬂfﬁ draw it out of the mouths of-others. They who knew
" not the original of that wine, yet praifed the tafte, ver. 10.
Every man ot the beginning doth fet forth good avine, &c. but
thou kaft kept the good avine wntil now. The fame bounty
Neiber sifirniz which expreffed itfelf in the quantity of the wine, fhews
1v ies; 1w e itfelf no lefs in the excellence : nothing can fall from that
 tie 4, bmis Divine hand which is not exquifite : that liberality would
ly we iturive net provide mean accommodation for its guefts. It was
[ oran. fit that the miraculous effe€ts of Chrift, which came from
ohifer,sime bis immediate hand, fhould be more perfet than the
W of byt Fe matural, O blefled Saviour, how delicate is that meav avine
re cori: #2¥ Which we fhall one day drink with thee in thy 'Fa'thcr’s
ez kingdom ! Yes, gracious Lord, thou fhalt turn this water
i i) o ies of our earthly affliCtions into that wine of gladnefs, where-
e z:¢ With our fouls fhall be richly replenifhed for ever and ever !
i iz Make bafle, my beloved ; and be thou like to 6 r0e, or to a
young hart upon the mountains of [pices.

bt ' :
ioi:;‘/u RerLEcTIONS.~1ft, The _ﬁr& miracle qf Jefus was

<7 Wrought ac a marriage-feaft in Cana of Galilee. It was
et ‘probably a marriage of l,'ome near relation of his mother
'd nit Mary’s, who feemed not.to be there merely as a gueft, but

- ‘as onc of the family. Chrift was invited, and refufed not
+the invitation given him on thig occafion, but went with

. ‘his difciples to grace the bridal feaft with his prefence and
" company, and ‘put an honour upon the inftitution. Nete ;
- (1.) Our marriages can only then be expected to iffue
- happily, when Jefus with his benediétion crowns the in-
diffoluble union.  (2.) Religion teaches none to be un-
- focial or uncivil, but commands us to sejoice with thole
. that rejoice. 'We are told,

1. The concern exprefled by the mother of Jefus to her
Son on account of the deficiency of the wine at this enter-
tainment. The number of the guefts, perhaps more than
were expeéted, eonfumed the {mall quantity which thefc
crfons, who were probably in mean circumitances, had
rovided, and thecy might rot be able to afford more. It
¢cms fhe expecéted that he would foon begin to difply
s rlorious power, and intimated that the prefent ne-
ity afforded an opportumty for his miraculous affiltance.
e ; A genuine Chriftiun interefts himfelf in the diltrefics
is friends 3 and, when he can do no more to relicve

v, fais. not to commend their cafe to the kind Savicur’s
<.

Our Lord gives her areprimand for interlering in
crs which did mnot belong to her. Though he wis
on after the flefh, yet in the exercife of his mira-
1s powers he acted as the Son of God, and owed her
bedience. What a dire&t condemnation of the horrid
or.. L

idolatry of that church, which prays to the mother to com-
mand her Son! Befides, he adds, Afy hsur is not yet come s
the time for the public manifeftation of his glory, by his
openly performing miracles, was not yet come.

3. Though his mother filently fubmitted to his pleafurc,
fhe entertained hopes that he would grant her requeft, and
take the matter into his confideration ; and therefore pri-
vately bade the fervants obey whatever orders he fhould
give them.  Noze; (1.) We mult not Be difcouraged in
our faith, if our prayers are not immecdiatcly anfwered.
(2.) Chrii’s commands are implicitly to be obeyed, with-
out reafoning or hefitation. -

4. Chrift perforins the miracle; and with circumftances
which eminently difplayed his glory. Six water-pots of
ftone were placed there, containing about rwo e tires fii-
kins each (fee the annotations.). Thele water-po's Chrift
bids the fervauts fill qvith avater to the brim, that there
might be no fufpicion of fraud in the miracl:. They
obeyed, and inftantly the ftrange converfion was wrought.
He orders them hereupon fo diaw cut and carry this liquor
to the governor of the feaft, the perfon who was m fter of
the ceremonies, or fat in the moft honourable pace on
that occafion. No fooner had he talted the wine which
had becn water, than be was ftruck with the delicious
flavour, and, unacquainted whence it came, he obferved
to the bridegroom with furprize his unufual method of
procedure. Others ufually produced their beft wine firt,
and afterwards, when mcn had well drank, that which
was worfe; but he had kept the grsd wine to the laft, as
the grace-cup, to conclude the entertainment.  Note ; (1.)
God’s creatures, and wine among the reft, are given for
the good of man, and may be ufed with moderation ; only
we muft be very careful that we do not, by intemperance,
abufle our mercies, and turn our bleflings into curfes by
excels. (2.) Fealts need a givernor to reltrain the irre-
gularities of thofe, who elfe perhaps, to their fhame,
would have no governmegt over themfelves, (3.) What-
ever confolations believers here enjoy, the greateft are re-
ferved for them at lalt, when, at the murriage-fupper
of the Lainb, they fhall drink the new winé in the kingdom
of God. :

5. At the conclufion of this miracle the evangelift ob-
ferves, that this was the rlt which Jefus performed after
his entrance on his minillry 5 wherzin be siranifefled forth
bis giory in {uch difplays of his power and grace, wrought
by his authoritative word, as exalted his own great name,
and proved his ewn cternal Godhead and glory 5 and bis
difciples belicved on fim, confirmed in their aflurance of the
truth of that high charalter which he aflumed.  Noate;
The more we become acquainted with Chrifl in his word,
the more fhall we be convinced that this s he who fhould
come, and fhall be engaged to reit our fouls on him for
life and falvation. ' -

2dly, Copcrnaum was the place where €hrift ufually
refided, Matth. iv. 13.  Hither he came with his mother,
brethren, and difciples, who, ftruck with what they bad
fcen, att:nded him to obferve the further manifcftations
of his divin: power aud glory which he fhould make.

, s E . 1tis
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- § Jefus anfwered, Verily, verily, 1 fay unto
thee, Except a man "be born of water and
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B Ver. 3. If.44.3,4. Ezek 36.25—~27, Titus, 3.g—7. 1 Peter, 1. 2. & 3. 31. Mat. 3.11. Eph.s. 26.
3 k Luke, 17. 20, 21. “Rom. 14.17. Ch.

3 Cor. 2 14 Rom. &. §, 6.
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of the Spirit, he * cannot enter * into the kisg.
dom of Ged.

! Luke, 10. 4. & 13.3, 524
18. 36. Rev. 21. 8,27, & 22. 14,15,

His abode at this time at Capernaum was not many
* days, the Paflover being at hand, which called him up to
Jerufalem. Where we find him,

1. Purging the temple of thofe intruders who had de-
filed that holy place. Under pretence of accommodating
with facrifices, and, change of money, thofe who came up
to worfhip, a market was kept in the temple by the con-
nivance of the pricits, who probably made fome confider-
able advantage by permitting fuch a profanation. Bat
Chrift, beholding with indignation fuch corruptions in the
houfe of God, immediately began to vindicate the honour
of that facred inclofure, and, having made a fcourge of
cords, he drove out the traders with their beafts, over-
turned the tables of the money-changers, and bade thofe
who fold doves to take them away; remonftrating with
them on the wickednefs of their conduct, Make not my Fa-
ther’s houfe an hoyfe of merchandife. Note; (1.) The love
of filthy lucre is ‘generally at the root of the corruptions
which creep into the church of God.
Father, we cannot but be grieved to fee him difhonoured,
and fhould zealoufly appear in his caufe. (3.) They who
are bold and faithful for God, will often fce that one can
chafe a thoufand; and that, if we dare ftand up in his
name, the confciences of finners will cover them with con-
fufion.

2. The difciples remembered that it was written, The zeal

{ thine houfe hath eaten me up. And this ftill more con-
rmed their faith, as they obferved the fcripture prophefies
accomplifhed in him.

3. Being queftioned by the Jews concerning the au-
thority on which he a&ed, and required to give a fign in
proof of the miflion to which he pretended, He anfwered
-and faid unto them, Deflroy this temple, and in three days I
will raife it up. Since they refufed to be convinced by
other miracles, he refers them to the laft fign which fhould
" be wrought, even his refurre@tion from the dead by his
- own divine power, after they had deftroyed the temple of
his body. As he had now cleanfed his houfe from their
profanations, fo would he raife his own bedy which they
fhould flay, and not fuffer it to fec corruption. They
underfteod him as if he meant the material temple'where
e then was, which had now been forty-fix years building
and beautifying ({ee the annotations) : and they looked upon
it as the moft abfurd of pretenfions, for a mer eman, as
they prefumed him to be, to affert that he could do that in
three days, which had employed theufands of workmen fo
many years. Thus they ridiculed his affertion, though it
appears they underftood not his meaning. Note ; (1.) It is

juft with God to give thofe up to their vain imaginations, -

who have no love of the truth, but have pleafure in un-

righteoufnefs. ré:.) The groffeft miftakes have been enter-

tained by underftanding literally what the fcriptures have

fpoken figuratively, as in the dyn(}rine of tranfubflantiation,

drawn from the words of Chrift, Fkis is my body. (3.)The

Wpdy of Jefus was the true temple, in which the fulnefs of
33

(2.) If God is our

the Godhead dwelt ; and of him the temple at Jerufilem
was but the type and figure. (4.) As the temple wathe
medium of worfhip, and they who prayed turned their
faces thitherward, fo is it through Chrift Jefus alone that
we can have accefs to and acceptance with God.

4. His difciples, though they, no more than the Jews,
underftood his meaning at-that time, yet afterwards, when
the events verified the prediction, and the Spirit
out from on high opened their minds to underftand the
fcriptures, refleted on this prophefy, and fecing the x.
complithment of it in his refurrection, were the more
deeply confirmed in their faith of the feripture, and the worl
which Fefus bad faid. Note; The truths of fcripture which
we learn in younger years, though not underftood at that
time, yet are frequently of fingular ufe when, at any futwe
period, our fouls are converted, and the eyes of our minds
are opened, through the grace of Ged. :

3dly, During the feven days of the feaft Chrift preachel
openly the doétrines of his kingdom, and wrought mighty

miracles in cenfirmation of the truths that he taught. s |

confequence of which,

1. Many belicved in his name-; at leaft, forthe time, they
were fo ftruck with his miracles as. to give their affeattv
his do&rine, and own him as the Mefliah. But,

2. Fefus did not commit himfelf unto them, did not tnf
himfelf with them, or repofe any confidence upon them; b
caufe be knew all men ; the wickednefs of fome who would play
the hypocrite in order to betray him ; and the meabsfof
others, who in a time of danger might, through timidity, b
tempted to defert him, or, through miftake and indifcretion,
raife fome difturbance through their vain imaginations that
his kingdom was temporal, and his throne to be cftabifred
by arms. 4nd, being thus all-wife, be needed not that ony

Sbould teflify of man : for he knew what ewas in mas, Was %
quainted with his inmoft thoughts, yea, knew them befor
they were formed. Note; (1.) We fhould be cautiousin
whom we confide, and try before we truft. (2) Chrk
knows the fécrets of all hearts; he fees the devices of his
fubtle eremies, and the faults of his pretended friends ; nd It
will bring every finner to judgment, and every fecretthith
whether it be good or whether it be evil.

CHAP I

Ver. 1. There was a man of the Pharifees, &e.] Nict
demus was a member of the great council, and, as lom
fuppofe, a ruler of a fynagogue ; far &pxww the title hex
given him, is often. ufed in this fenfe by the evangelits
compare Matth. ix. 18. 23. with Luke, viii: 41 Accor
ingly, ver. 10. on. this very occafion, Jefus calls him 3
mafler, or teacher of Ifracl. "He might poflefs both dig*
ties, many of the members of the cou ncil being rulers
fynagogues. It is however certain, that he was on¢ Of the
council; for we are told fo exprefsly, ch. vii. 5o 1
do&tor had heard our Lord’s miracles often mcntwﬂf{ff
pethaps had feen fome of them ;. and, like manyof B3
o7 ) countryaéh
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" 6 ' That which s born of the fleth is flefhs ;
and that which is born of the Spirit is fpirit.
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5 Marvel not that I faid unto thee, Ye muft
be born " again.

m Or fromabive. 1 Core 2.18. Zech.8.6. Ver. 3.

countrymen, ‘conceived fome notions, that he who per-
formed fuch things muft be the Mefliah : on the other
hand, the meannels of our Lord’s appearance occafioned
fruples which he could not remove. In this fiate of
doubtfulnefs he rcivlved to wait on Jefus, that by conver-
fing with him perfonally, he might find out the truth. See
the next note.

Ver, 2. The fame came to Fefus by night,] Left any offence
hould be taken at his converfing openly with Jefus, by
is brethren of the council, who from the very beginning
rere Chrift’s enemies, he came fecretly, by night, in order
 have a private confercnce with him at his own lodgings 3
d with the greateft reverence and refpet fuid to him, in
s own name, as well as in the name of feveral of his
cthren, Rabbi,—a very remarkable appellation from a
rfon of fo great dignity, to cne, who, in regard to his
ucation and rank in fecular life, made fo low an appear-
e as our blefled Lord: #'e know, &c. Chrift’s mi-
es left Nicodemus no room to doubt of his miffion
n God; yet they did not fully prove him to be the
Tiah, becaufe he bad not as yet called himfelf by that
e, at leaft in the hearing of Nicodemus. Wherefore,
1 he told Jefus that he believed him to be a teacher
- from God he infinuated, that at prefent he did not
ve in him as the Mefhiah ; but that he would believe,
“aflumed that charaer; and by thefe infinuations
1y reque fted Jefus to explain himfclf with regard to
etenfions. We may jult obferve, upon the founda-
f that firong aflertion which Nicodemus makes, No
11 do thefe miracles, &c. that the miracles afcribed to

and his apoftles recommend themfelves to us,
following account, exclufive of their being always
ed among the Jews. as credentials and proofs of the
nifhion of thole who daimed to themfelves the au-
of prophets and teachers: they were wrought by
who folemnly appealed to God ; they were wrought
\lic manner, before enemies and unbelievers; in a
age and civilized country; not with any air of
nity, and oftentation; not for the fake of lucre,
orldly advantage; in confirmation of dolrines

uteful for mankind; at a time when men wanted
>wer nor inclination to expofe them, if they were
s, and were in no danger of being called atheifts
ics, of beirg infulted by the populace, and per-
- the civil magiltrate, if they ridiculed and ex-
n : they were various and numerous; of a pur-
ture, and might be reviewed and re-examined 3
ig fantaftical and cruel in them, but were alts
and beneficence: they ceafed for a long time
ift appeared, and therefore would raife the at-
1en. They were the means of converting mul-
he faith 3 were attefted by proper witnefles;
prophets; were fuch as the Jews expeted
Ieffiah, and were acknowledged even by ad-
Vicodemus, therefore, had great reafon to be
1em, and to'acknowledge their force.

Ver. 3. Jefus anfwered and faid] It is remarkable, that
the evangelilt introduces this pafiage of the hiftory, with
obferving that Yefus kneaw the thoughts of all men : probably
he meant to fignify, that in the courfe of the converfation,
Jefus prevented Nicodemus by forming his difcourfe to him
in fuch a manner, as to obviate all the obje&tions which
his thoughts had fuggefted, without giving him time to
propofe them. This remark feems to fhew the force and
propriety of the things which our Lord f{aid to Nico-
demus; and accounts for this ruler’s being fo fpeedily and
thoroughly convinced, though Jefus did not affume either
the name or charalter of the Mefliah. It feems, his rea-
fonings, befides their own intrinfic light, had an additional
evidence arifing from their being exaltly adapred to Nico-
demus’s moft fecret thoughts ; fo that they demontftrated
the extent of our Lord’s knowledge with great advantage.
‘We fee this in all the branches of the converfation;
wherein our Lord touches on the following grand points,
of the utmoft importance to Nicodemus and his brethren,
and indeed to all mankind; namely, that no external pro-
feflion, nor any ceremonial obfervances or privileges of
birth, could entitle any man to the bleflings of the Mef-
fiah’s kingdom ; that an entire change of heart and life
was neceffary to that purpofe; that this muft be accom-
plifhed by a divine influence on the mind ; that mankind
are by nature in a ftate of condemnation and mifcry 3 that
‘the free mercy of God had given his Son, to deliver them

- from it, and to raife them to a blefled immortality, which
was the great defign and purpofe of his coming ; that alf
mankind, that is, Gentiles as well as Jews, were to fhare
in the benefits of his undertaking ; that they were to be
procured by his being lifted upom the crofs, and to be
received by faith in himj but that if they rejeted him,
there was no other remedy ; and their eternal aggravated
condemnation would be the certain confequence of it.
Our Lord might enlarge more copioufly on thefe heads,
which it might be the more proper to do, as fome of them
-were dire@ly contrary to the notions commonly enter-
tuined by the Jews concerning the Meffiah’s kingdom.

Converfion has, in all ages, been a great and furprifing
effet of the divine power upon the human foul, pro-
ducing a change, the full extent of which cannot be better
cxprefled than by the terms rogeneratisn, begetting again,
new-birth, which import the communication of a new
nature 3 and upon the diverfity of men’s difpofitions before -
and after that change, are founded the nuncs of old and
new man, by which the apoftle denominates the uncon-
verted and converted ftate. This, however, muft not he
{o underftood, as if the new nature wus raifzd to its per-
fcction immediately upon its being conveyed to us in re-
gencration ; for as by the natural geucration we are not
born with the perfetly matured powers of men, but with
the faculties for obtaining thefe full powers and perfec-
-tions 3 fo in the fpiritual gencration the habits of grace
.and holinefs_are not all at once raifed to their maturizy.
We have the feeds of themrconveycd to us, which mud

s E2 be
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8 The " wind bloweth where itlifteth, and
thou hearclt the found thercof, but canft not
tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth ;
fo is every one that is born of the Spirit.

9 Nicodemus anfwered and faid unto him,

1

n Or ftirit. Fzek.37.9. Ch 20.22. A8s,2.2.& 4 3r. Feel g s,

Ver. 4. 1Cor 2. 14.
& 14. 24.

P Mat. 11, 2.

t Cor. 1. 26. with Ezek. 1119, & 36. 296, 27.

St. . JOH.N, Ciar. 1L {unl

. How ‘can thefe things be ?

10 Jefus anfwered and faid unto him, Ay |-

thou a mafter of Ifrael, and knoweft not thefe
things ? . -
11 Verily, verily, I fay unto thee,*We

Mat. 20 15. 1 Cor.2. 11 & 12,7171, o Luke, 1. 34. Ch. 6526,
. % Ver. 33, Ch.o1 18 & 716 & 8.8 &gy

be gradually nourithed to their full meafure by the Spirit
of God through the means of prayer, habit, experience
and practice ; and, above all, by ftrong faith in the merits
and interceflion of our blefled Redeemer: " In fpeaking to
Jews there was a peculiar propriety in exprefling this
change by the term of regeneration, as it fhews them that
Abrsham’s begetting them, however much they might glory
in it, was not fuflicient to make them the people and
children of God ; but that, laying afide the glory of their de-
fcent, it was neceflary that they thould be begotten anew by
a greater Father, even the Spirit of God, who would com-
municate a better nature to them than that which they had
derived from Abraham. “The phrafe, be cannot fee the
kingdom of God, fignifies, he cannot enter into it; juft as to
Jee death, Luke, i, 26. is to die.

Ver. 4. Nicodemus faith unto him, &c.] Nicodemus,
hearing Jefus affirm that the pofterity of Abraham needed
a fecond generation and birth to fit them for becoming the
people of God, could not take his words in the fenfe which
he, with the other doftors, commonly affixed to them,
when {peaking of profelytes, becaufe fo applied they figni-
fied converfion to Judaifmj; a thing not applicable to
the Jews: not doubting, therefore, that Jefus fpoke of a
fecond natural generation and birth, he was exccedingly
furprifed, and his anfwer evidently proves, that the trani-
lation which fome give of the word dw.)9sv, in the former
‘verle, from above, is wrong; for it is plain he thought that
without entering a fecond time into his mother’'s wemb,
‘there was no being born in the manner Chrift {poke of,
-&vwber, that is, agezn. What is added at ver. 5. explains
-what is left undetermined, ver. 3.2s to the original of
‘this birth. See 1 Peter,i. 3. and 1 John, v. 18. B

Ver. 5. Fefus anfweredy, Verily, verily, &c.] Jefus re-
plied, that he was not fpeaking of a natural, but of a (pi-
ritual regeneration 3 Verily, werily, 1 fuy unto theey except a
$¢ wnan be born of water, that is, bg baptized, the only ap-
¢ pointed means of admiflion iato the vifible church 5 and
 ¢f the Spirit, that is, have a new nature given him by the
¢ Spirit, and fhew forth in his life the fruits of that new
¢ nature ; he cannot be a fubject of God’s kingdom here,
¢ nor have a fhare in his glory hereafter.” Our Lord did
not mean that baptifm is, in all cafes, abfolutely neceflary to
falvation ; for in the apoftles’ commiflion, Mark, xvi. 16.
notwithftanding faith and baptifm arc equally enjoined
upon all nations : not the want of baptifi, Lut of faith, is
declared to be damning. Befides, it fhould be confidcred
that this is a mere ceremony, which in itfelf has no efb-
‘cacy to change men’s natures, or to fit them for heaven
and that in fome circumftances it may be abfolutely im-
practicable; neverthelefs, as the wathing with water in
baptifin fitly reprefents the purification of the foul ne-

ceflary to its happinefs, this ceremony is very properly
made the rite by which we publicly take upon ourfeives the
profeflion of the Chriftian religion, the difpenfation pre-
paratory to heaven. Wherefore, the receiving of this rite
1s highly neceflary in all cafes where it can be had, I
fo, perfons who undervalue water baptifm, on pretence of
exalting the baptifm of the Spirit, do greatly err,mt bnw
sng the feriptures, nor the commandment of Chrilt.

Ver. 6. That which is born of the fifbis fifh;] That
Nicodemus might fee the abfurdity of his notion, Jeits
told him, that whatfloever is begotten, muft neceflarily par-
take of the nature of that which begets it; and therefore,
that 2 man’s being begotten and born a fecond time by bs
natural parents, were that poffible, would not make kin
holy; or qualify him for the kingdom of God. After fuck
a fecond generation, his mature would be the fame finfu
and corrupt thing as before, becaufe he would fill be e
dued with all the properties and finful inclinations of hu
man nature; and confequently would be as far from?
happy immortality as ever :—Zhat which is born of the fob
is flcf/b :—But that awhich is born of the Spirit is Spirit: Ipr
aitual, heavenly, divine, like its author.

Ver. 7. Ye muf} be born again.] ¢ Even gou, though te
¢ defcendants of Abraham ; even. you, feribes, P.h“’f“s’
¢ and do&tors of Ifrael, however proud of fupel_‘wl‘_f‘ﬂ';"
s« tity and knowledge; even you muft be born agam,mthl!
s fpiritual fenfe.” ‘The pafiage is remarkably ftwong ad
emphatical. - S )

Ver. 8. The wind blowceth, &c.] Our Saviour obfereeh
that there was no caufe for Nicodemus to be furprifed
there were fome things in this do&rine of regeneration
an obfcure and unfearchable nature; becaufe cven m{ ¢
natural world many things are fo. As much as to 1h
¢ It is true, thou maye(t not underftand how this fccog
% birth can be brought to pafs, but that is no reafon wl
¢¢ it fhould be difbelicved ; fince there are many 8‘?"ﬂ
¢ fecls in nature, which you muft acknowl;dgf: "‘“tgc
¢ you cannot explain their caufes. For ‘“m"ce"- i
¢ wind bloweth where it pleafeth, and you heat the G,,,,
¢ of it, but you know not whence it comCS»‘,"’Wn-sgx»‘m
« from what repofitory; or whither it g0 ¥ ivy
¢ into awhat place :” (aliuding probably, to  fadem, <X ,;,m;.
where God is faid to bring the wind aut of &9
See Ecclef. xi. 5.) fo is every one that is beg.ottchom'l o
of the Spirit. The inflnences by which he 18 bcgs ,hér:oi
altogether imperceptible to fenfe, yet the € and ed8
are far from being fo.. Moreover, to the 3&'?“?3) st
of the fpiritual life, the new birtka is as efnt®
natural is to thofe of the animal lif <. s arg

. ur

Ver. 9, 10. Nicodemus anfwered,. -&c-] 0 us whobad

ments were undeniablg :. neverthelc 15, N'°°d‘fm e

.
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fpeak that we do know, and teflify that we
“have feen; and ' ye receive mot our wit-
nefs. '

12 *If I have told you earthly things, and
ye believe not, how fhall ye believe, if I tell
you ¢f heavenly things ? ,

13 * And no man hath afcended up to hea-

s §31=3. & 49.7. £ 65. 2. M.t. 29.37. Ch.1.11. & 5. 45, 61 Sor. 4.4. Ver. 32,
16. 22,
Gal. 6. 14.

0.12. I'rov. 6. 4. Mat. 11,27, Ch. 1. 18, & 6. 13,38, 51,62. &
v.26. 54. Luke,0.22. & 17.25. & 24.7, 26, 46. 1 Coi. 1. 23, 2.
y 47 & 20,31 Adts, 8. 37
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ven, but he that came down from heaven,
even the Son of man which is in heaven.

14 ¥ * And as Mofes lifted up the ferpent
in the wildernefs, even fo muft the Son of man
be lifted up: ' '

1§ *That whofoever believeth in him (hoyld
not perifh, but have eternal life.

*1 Cor. 3.1,2. Feb. 5. 171, 12. t Deut.

Evh. 4.9. - Y Numb. 21. 9. Ch. 8. 23. & 12. 31, 33.

1 Cor. 15.47-
* I 45. 23. Ver. 36. Ch. 1. 12. & 11.25,26. & 6,

n accuftomed to the pomp and ceremony of an external
igion, furprifed to hear that Jews (who by birth were
people of God,) muft be begotten and born again,
urged that the thing was impoflible 5 which it doubt-
wus, taking regeneration, as he did, for converfion to
ifm, a notion which ke was led into from what Jefus
told him, ver. §, 6. namely, that the regeneration he
 of was 2 moral and {piritual one. Our Lord replies,
b a mafter,—8dZoxxrG, a teacher in lfrael,—and
# not thefe things?  Our Lord having all along fpoken
codemus in the common dizle&t of the Jewith di-
fchools, might juftly exprefs his furprife, that he,
vas a feacher in lfrael, did not underftand it: for
 he affixed a meaning to the word regencration dif-
from what it bare in the mouths of the do&ors, it
ainly analogous to their fenfe of it, and fo might
iave been underftood even by a novice; the ad-
of a profelyte being looked- upon by the Jews as
 birth to him, in rcgard that his parefits and re-
rere no longer reckoned fuch, and the profelyte
ght to have received a new foul by the change of
on. It is ftrange that any thould doubt whether
 were admitted into the Jewith church by bap-
is, by wafthing; wlen it is plain, from exprefs
n the Jewifh law, that no Jow who had lived
tile for one fingle day, could be rcftored to the
n of their church, except by baptifm. Compare
. 19, 20. and many other pafluges rclating to

poilutions, by which the Jews were rendered

{ appearing bcfore God in the tabernacle or
they were wafhed, either by bathing or fprink-

[P7e [poak that ave do buzw,] Some have fup-
1s Chrift fpeaks here in the plural number, he
t only to the doctrine which was deiivered by
> the teflimony which was given to the truth

the Baptift, and to the preaching alfo of his
, who all concurred in teflifying the fame
rtainty of which they were affured of by the
c Spirit, and by their own expericnce 5 while
o Chrift by hisomnifcience, and by the inti-
ynce he had with all the counfels of the Fa-
hers have fuppofed that he includes here
he Ifather and the Spirit, who are exprefsly
her pafluges, as being witnefles to the truth
1, and as agreeing with him in the teftimony
“ompare ch. viii. 18.xiv. 20,26. and 1 John,
there is no neceflity that we thould fuppofe

him to refer to any other than Aiin/:If;, fince nothing is more
ufual than for a perfon of authority to fp=ak of himfelf in
the plural number, as Chrift may be obferved to have done
elfewhere ; (Mark, iv. 30.) and here, in the next verfe, he
appears to have reftrained it to himfi/f, where he fays only
in the fingular number, If I have tild you earthly things,
&c. Inthe next claule, and tylify that awhich we have
Sfeen, Chrift feems to allude to what is mentioned in the
law as qualifying a man to be a witnefs, that he was able
to declare of what he had teftified, that he had feen or
known ity Lev. v. 1.3 and as he thercfore had a clear percep-
tion and a certain knowledge of the truth of what he faid,
there was the higheft reafon to receive his teftimony, and
to regard him as a true and faithful witnefs. o
Ver. 12, 13. If I have told you earthly things,] < If you
¢ believe not thefe obvious truths concerning the fpiritual
¢ nature of God’s kingdom, and the qualifications of his
¢ fubjects, how fhall you believe the more fublime doc-
¢ trines of religion, which I am come to teach 'you
Our Lord goes on, ¢ In the mean time, you may fafely
¢ receive my infirutions; for I am vefted with an au-

-«

-

"¢ thority, and endued with gifts far fuperior to all pro-

¢ phets that have ever appeared 5 No man bath afcended up:
¢ 19 heaven,” &c. Perhaps Jefus mentioned his coming
dewn from keaven, to put the Jewifh dotor in mind of
the acknowledgment with which, at the beginning of their
interview, he had addrefitd him, namely, that he was a
teacher come from G.d. This paflage is a plain inftance of
what is ufually termed the commiunication of properties:
between the divine and human nitures, whercby what is
proper to the divine nature is fpoken concerning the hu-
man, and what is proper to the human, is fpoken of the
diviie. Thus when it is faid (1 Cor. ii. 8.) The Lord of
glory avas crucified, and (Aéts, xx. 28.) when he is called
God, avhs purchafed the church avith bis osvn blood,—the
mcaning is not that he, as the Lord of glory, was cruci-:
fied, or, as God, fhed his bleod, as if the Divine nature
could be crucified and blced 5 but that the perfon, whot
was the Lord of glory in one nature, was crucifizd in the
other; and the perfon, who was God in one nature, pur-
chafed the church with his own blood, which belonged:
to his other nature : fo when it is [aid, The Son of man is-
in hcaven, the meaning is not that he, as the Son of man,
was there while he was on earth; but that he, who was:
here in his human nature, was there in his divine.

Ver. 14, 15. And as Mofes lifted up) Our Lord, by .
telling Nicodemus that the death of the Mefliah was pre--
figured by types in the law,. fhewed him, that it was.

- agreeable
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Sr.

16 9 7 For God fo loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that * whofo-
ever believeth in him fhould not perifh, but
have everlafting life. .

17 * For God fent not his Son into the world
to condemn the world; but that the world
through him might be faved.

18 € * He that believeth on him is mot
condemned : but he that believeth not is con-
demned already, becaufe he hath not “believed
in the name of the only begotten Son of
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Y 1 John, 4.9, 10, 19. Rom.s. 8. & 8. 3e.
- 93. 47.
49. 6, 8. ® Ver. 36. Ch.s.24. & 6. 40, 47. & 20. 31.
—31. & 12. 25==27. € Ch. 1.4 &y 10, 1L & 8. 12, 37.
9 Job.24.13—27. Amos,s. 300 2 Tim. 4. 3. AQs, 13.45.
47 48.

1 Cor. 1. 30,

JOHN,

A}
® If, 4< 22. & §5. 1=~=7. Mark, 16.1¢. Luke, 2. 10y 17. & 19. 10.
Luke, 9. 56. Ch. 5.45. & 8. 15. & 9. 39. & 14.6. & 4.42. Ver. 36.
Rom. 8.1, 33.
Rom. 1. 32.
Eph. 5. 13. |
f Gal. 5. 22—24. Eph. 5. 8. Phil-3. 6. & 2. 52, 13. If 26. 52. 2 Peter, 1. 3—10,

CHa?, 1T

God. v
19 “‘And this is the condemnation, tha
light is come into the world, and men loved

-darknefs rather :than light, becaufe their deeds

were evil.

20 “ For every one that doeth evil hateth
the light, neither cometh to the light, left his
deeds thould be * reproved.

21 ° But he that doeth truth cometh to the
light, that * his deeds may be made manifef,
that they are wrought in God.

o
1 John, 4. 14. Mat. 18. 11. & 1. 21. & 20.28. I(42.6,7.4
Mark, 16. 6. 1 John, §. so=—14. Heb. 3. 89. & 4. 1==3. & 10126

2 Petery2.3. I 5. 20, & 30. 9—12. 2 Cor. 4. 3,4 Ch 15.23—s¢
* Or difervered. € If. 8. s0. Ch. 5. 39. ’ Ay 1. 10 & 3;

[}

sgrecable both to the do&rine of Mofes, and to the coun-
.cils of heaven, that the Mefhiah fhould be in a {uffering
ftate 3 confequently he infinuated, that the meannefs of his
_prefent appearance upon earth was no reafon why Nico-
demus fhould doubt of his having come down from heaven.
The type that he mentioned as prefiguring his fufferings,
"bothin their circumftances and confequences, was that of the

. .brazen ferpent, which, though it reprefented a thing noxious
.in its nature, was [o far from being fo, that all who were
_poifoned by the flings of real ferpents, obtained a perfeét
and fpeedy cure, if they but looked at it. In like manner,
«the Son of God, though made in the fimilitude of finfu]
lefh, would, by his death on the crofs, heal all true peni-
tents ; even fuch as had been guilty of the greateft and
moft deadly.fins, when applying to him by faith for falva-
+tion. :But fee the note on I‘{umb. xxi. 9.

Ver..16. For God fo loved the werld,] Our Lotd here
- aflures'Nicodemus, that men owed the unfpeakable happi-
.nefs fpoken of in the preceding verfe, to the frce and un-
.utterable Jove of God the Father, who defired their fal-
«vation with fuch ardency, that he fent his only-begotten
-Son to beftow everlafting life on thofe who perfeveringly
.believe in him; [o far was he from fending him to con-
-demn them, as be had reafon to fear. This is one of
thofe bright and heart-affe@ing paffages in the gofpel,

~which fhincs too ftrong to admit the lealt attempt at il-
Juftration in a commentator. Reader! may your foul
.and mine feel and expericnce its energy now and for ever'’!

Ver. 17. Tor G:d fert nst bis Sonw——to condemn the world ;]

God is often reprefented as an avenger in the Old Telta-

,.ment: and as mankind had incurred his wrath by their
-iniquitics, it might be expeed that when he fent his Son
into the world, it would have been to infli& punifhments
-upon them, as the word rendered condemn alfo implies;
but, or the-contrary, the Son of God was fent to fave the
~awerld and ¥s give life, as the Syriac emphatically renders
1t. .

Ver.18. He that believeth on him is not condemned )
‘From the gracious defign of God towards the world, men-
tived in the preccding verfes, our Lord concludes, that
they who believe on the Son of God are not condcmued ;

whereas they who do not believe, are condemued already
for that fin ; and juftly, becaufe their unbelief is owing to
their own wickednefs, and not to any defe& in the cvic
dences of his divine miffion, which, through grace ar
{ufficiently full to work convition -in every unprejudiced
mind. The condemnation mentioned here, and ftrongly m-
plied in ver. 15. is thought by Dr. Doddridge and many
others to refer to that natural ftate of condemnation where-
in fallen man ftands. ¢ And till men enter deeply into this

important truth,” fays the leatned expofitor jult mentioned, |

s the Gofpel may indeed” be their amufcmeat, but I fec
¢ not how it is likely to be their joy or their cure.” We
may juft obferve, upon the expreflion in the name of ths
only-begotten, &c. that- though the mame of a perfon be
frequently put for the perfon bimfelf, yet it feems further

intimated in that expreflion, that the perfon fpokenof is |

great and magnificent, and therefore it is generally ufed
to exprefs either God the Father, or God Sxeeu Son, evea
our Lord Jefus Chrift.

Ver. 19. And this is the condemnation,] That is, the
caufe of condemnation ; they will not receive the light of
the Logos, the God ef Chriftians, becaufe they will nx
obey him.

Ver. 21. He that doath truth] He that praftifeth truth:
that is, ¢ is exercifed in righteoufnefs and goodnefs.” Se
Eph. v. 9. This phrafe often oceurs as the charaderdf
a good man : compare PL. cxix. go. If. xxvi..2. 1Pet.i.22
1 John, i. 6.3 and it is ufed with peculiar propricty, fince
there is really truth or fafehood in actions as well asin
words. Of the fame kind .is the phrafe woew JeuiGH#
make a lie, ufed more than once by St. John, perhaps ina
b-autiful oppofition to this before us4 and if it were e
dered pratiifeth a fie, that oppofition would be more 2
parent. See Rev. xxi. 27. xxii. 15. The phrafe that 1t
are wrought in God fignifies, that they are alwa:s 3w
able to the divine nature and will, and the coalquenc
of that union of foul with Ged, which is the perfeclin
aund happinefs of the intclligrnt nature.

Such was the purport of our Lord’s difcour(e with Nico
demus, which we may e.fily believe affeCted him greath
He perceived.that Jefus faw.iiito his heart, was thorquéﬁz

‘ convit
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., 12§ After thele things came Jefus and his
4 220 difiples into the * land of Judea ; and' there
V7.2 be tarried with them, and * baptized.
#5322 23 And John alfo was baptizing in Enon
pear to ' Salim, becaufe there was much water

2 there: and * they came, and were baptized.
2iz; 24 ' For John was not yet caft into prifon.
! 25 9 Then there arole a queftion between
= fime of Jobn’s difciples and the Jews'about
. * purifying,

26 * And they camé unto John, and faid
unto him, Rabbi, he that was with tliee be-
¢ yond Jordan, * to whom thou bareft witnefs,

A
S+ & Country places. Ch. 2. 13. b Ch.4.1,13.
25 L Mit g 12, & 14 3. Luke, 3y 19. 20, & 9. 7—q).
Pharifaical purifications, moft effe@ually purged away-Zn. * Eccl. ¢ 4
Ch. 1.7, 15,36, 37, 2536, P Ver.az. Ch. 4. 1,13. % Heb. 5, 4.
120,30, 15, Mal. 3. 1. & 4. 4,5 Mat. 3. 11, 12. & 11. 10—113.
#Cor.11.2. Eph. 5.28,37. Rev.19.7. Hofea, 3. 19, 20

™ Mark, 7. 3,

j

Mau!
¢ Luke, 2. 10y 1¥, 28..

STOI JOHN'

! Gen. 14.18. & 33. 18. 1 Sam. . 4.
ob, 5. 2. James, 4, §-
ames, 1. 17.
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behold, the fame *® baptizeth, and all mez come
to him.

27 John anfwered and faid, * A man can
* receive nothing, except it be given him from
heaven. '

28 Ye yourfelves bear me witnefs, that I
faid, ' I am not the Chrift, but that I am fent
before him.

29 * He that hath the bride is the bride-
groom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which
ftandeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly
becaufe of the bridegroom’s voice : * this my
joy therefore is fulfilled. C

i 1t b Bl el

1 Cor. 4. 7. & 1§. 10. ® Or rake unto bimfelf. f Ch.
1.3 Luke, 1.17. & 3. 16. * Songy 3. 11. & 5:1,2. Mat. 22, a.

onvinced, and from that time forth became his difciple,
efended him in the great council of which he was a mem-
'r, and, with Jofeph of Arimathea, paid him the honours
‘a funcral, when all his bofom friends had deferted hima
> ch. vii, §o. xix, 39. .
Ver. 22=24. After thefe things] Some time - after the
ference with Nicademus, Jefus and his difciplesy leaving
falem, weant into the land of Judea, or thofe parts of
a which were remote from Jerufalem.. As he took
ourncy that he might have an opportunity of bap-
his difciples, that is, the perfons- who believed him
he Mefliah, it is probable he went to Bethabara be~
ordan, John having remeved-thence to Enon, a place
iria, about eight miles fouth of Scythopolis, re-
e for its waters, and where he had great conveni-
- baptizing. Jefus himfelf never baptized an(y
ith water,. as appears from ch. iv. 2. but his dif-
niniftered. that kind of baptifm in his name, and
er. It feems probable from the 24th verfe, as
m tradition, and from many other paflages in
itfelf, that St. John wrote it as a fupplement te
or he fpeaks of the Baptift’s imprifonment as-a
ally known, and yet fays nothing of his martyr-
h he had given fo large an account of his mi-
' cannot fuppofe that he would have omitted fo
ct, had he not known that the other cvange-
re recorded it at large.
71d the Fewws) It fhould be obferved, that
s» in this place and fome others, does not
of that nation in general, but of the country
rer. 22.), where baptifm had juft then becn
nder the diretion of Jefus; and where, as
difciples were of Galilee, it was natural
hefe two fchcols,  to bring their refpz&ive
ympetition 3 and that fome Jews or men of
1 under Chrift, would, by invidious conr-
he jealoufy of fo:me Galileans baptized by
ws called all fores of ablutions preferibed

-,

by: their teachers pur(i/&vtioﬂr.-' the fubjelt therefore of this
debate was, how Jefus, who had been himfelf baptized by
John, came to re-baptize John's difciples,. A&s, xix. 4, §.
that is, alfume a greater authority than Jobm and virtually
declare, that bis baptifm was inefficacious for the purpofes
of purification. The Baptift’s difciples, though they had
often heard their mafter fpeak on the fubje@, not under-
ftanding the fubferviency of his miniftry. to that of Jefus,
were unable to give their antagonifts a fatisfaory an-
fwer, fo'came and propofed thei. queftion to John him-.
felf. See the next verfe. .

Ver. 27, 28. A man can receive nothing, &c.] ¢ A man
¢ of God, or prophet, can affume no greater dignity and
¢ authority, than God has thought fit to confer on him :
« Kou yourfelves bear me witnefs, even by the words you
¢ have juft now made ufe of, defcribing Jefus by the cha~
¢ ralter of him, to whem I bear witnelsy that I faid Lam
¢ uot the Chrift, &c. I.never pretended to be the-Mef-
“ fiah, as you very well know ; but when you afked: me,
¢ I told yew, I was only Ais harbinger, fent before to give
¢ you notice of his- coming, and to prepare you for re-
¢ ceiving him.”

Ver. 29. He that hath the bride, is the bridegroom.:] % So
far am I from envying his growing fame, or the number
of his difciples, that I greatly rcjoice in both; juft as
the bridegroom’s friend, who is appointed to-ftand and
hear him converfc with his bride, rejoicesin the love that
the exprefles to him 5 of which love the friend forms an
idea likewife, by what he hears the bridegroom fay to
her in return. DMy highelt joy thercfore 1s, that men
cheerfully fubmit to the Meihah, and pay him ail due
¢ honour.” Among the Jews there is frequent mention,
in the marriage ccremonics, of the Flbupba, a canopy er
place where the bridegroom ufed to difcourle famiiiarly
with the bride, vnder a covering, as the means of concili-
ating her efteem, which he was not fuppofed to have done
till he came cheerfully out of the Iiluphai  This cultom is
preferved by the modern Jews, either before the fynagogus,
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30 * He muft increafe, but I mu/ decreafe.

31 * He that comcth from above is above
all : he thatis of the earth is earthly, and {peak-
eth of the earth : he that cometh from heaven
is above all.

‘32 7 And what he hath feen and heard,
that he teftifieth ; * and no man receiveth his

teftimony.

Daniel, 2. 15.44. Phil. 3. 8,9. x Ch. 8.213.
2.26. & 12. 49. & 14. 10. & 15.15. Ver. 1l 34.
v.24y235 PO31gn 32 Cor. 1.22. 1 John, §. 10,
61r. 1—3. Col.1.1g. & 2.3,0. Ch.1.14,16.
Ch.5. 2¢. & 17.3. & 13. 3. Heb.2. 8, 9.
Matik, 16. 16.

vl g - & 52 39,
520 &
Rom. 3. 4.

§r. JO HN.

tChoeram

41f. 9. 6, 7. & 49.
¢ Heb. 2. 4o 1 John, 5.

. Cuar. 101,

33 He that hath received his teftimony
* hath fet to his feal that God is true.

14 ° For he whom God hath fent {peaketh
the words of God: © for God giveth not the
Spirit by meafure anto bim. '

35 ¢ The Father loveth the Son, and hat
given all things into his hand.

36 © He that believeth on the Son hith

1 Cor. 15. 47. Mat.28. 18. PLil. 2. ge=r1. with ch. 1. 15,27, 50. ' (h
Ver. 11,12, M. c3. 1. 31Cor.2.14. 2 Cor. 4.4 Heb. 2.3 Por.

©® Ch. 1. 16, 18. & 7. 16. Eph.a. 7. € Pfge. 7. i an3—c &
6,8 & 53.12. P,2.8. & 8g. 27. Daniel, 7. 14. Mat. 11.27. & 8.8
10,13, Ch. 5. 24. & 6.47) 54 & L vs. See vex.15,16,28. Rom-1L1p

in a fquare place covercd over,, or, where there is no
fynagogue, thev throw a parment over the bridegroom and
the bride.  While the bridegroom is engaged in this con-
ference with the bride, his friends ftand at the door
or entrance ; and when they hear the voice of joy from
the bridegroom, a fignal of his fuccefs, they immediately
rejoice and fpread the happy news. Thefe circumftances
appear t6 give light to the prefent paflage ; and as the
idea of a bridegroom is more than once affixed to our Sa-
viour, and the gofpel difpenfation compared to a marriage-
feft, this interpretation will need no farther proof to efta-
blith it.
Ver. 30,31, He mufl increafe,] ¢ 1 am not ignorant that
his fame and the number of his difciples fhall every day
increafe, while mine fhall decreafe; for he is a perfon
of infinitely greater dignity than I am, pofle{les far more
¢ jntimare knowlcdge of the divine will 5 and the difco-
“veries which Le makes thereof as far tranfcend mine, as
heaven exceeds earth.” :
Ver. 32. H'kat ke Fath feen, &c.] In allufion to his
being from above, where he enjoys the moft intimate com-
munications of hisFather’s counfels ; that be teflificth ; and no
man receiveth Fis toffimony ; particularly concerning the {pi-
‘ritual nature of the kingdom of God, and the qualifications
requifite in his fubjects. 'There is a ftrong refemblance
‘between this and what our Lord himfelf faid to Nicodemus,
ver. 11.13. Asthe two fenfes of feeing and hearing fur-
nith us with the moil certain know!ledge, they are mentioned
" to denote the certainty of the doctrines delivered by Chrift.
Ver. 33, 34. Huh fei to bis feal, &c.] Hath made a
moft becoming and {ubitantial acknowledgment of the ve-
racity of God, whe by his prophets in antient times fore-
told what the nature of the Mefial’s kingdom would be 5
and who fpeaketh now to men by his only-begotten Son,
" in fuch a manner as he never did by any mcre prophet.
Eor ke wbom Ged hath fenty—that is, his only-begotten Son,
Jpeakerh the avirds of Gud ; dotrines, which by their own
native truth and light thew themielves to be the oracles of
God : and which b:(ides have the confirmation of the moft
extraordinary miracles 5 for God giveth not the Spirit by mea-
Jure unts him.  God has given him, as man, the infpiration
of the Spirit, without thofe limitations and interruptions
wherewith they were given to all other prophets whatfo-
ever; for in facred fcripture, as well as in profane writers,

40 ds, or give a thing by meafure, is to do, or give it fparingly..
. 6

Sce Ezek.iv. 16, Jer. xlvi. 28.  We may juft obferv,
that it was cuftomary ameng the Jews, for the witnefs to
Jet bis feal to the teftimony which he had given.

Ver. 35. The Lather lovetl: the 8on,] The affetion which
the Father bears to his only-begotten Son, is altogether
diilerent from the regard which he fhewed to his other
meflengers.  ‘They were fervants, and were treated asfuch,
being endued with fcanty portions of the Spirit in com-
parifon : whereas this is God’s 8on, for which reafon b
hath anointed him with the oil of gladnefs above bis felliws, md
made him not the greateft Propbet and Prief only, but the
greateft King alfo that ever was; even King and Judg
univerfal ; by whofe laws men muft govern their live,

. and at whofe bar they fhall all finally be tricd.

Ver. 36. He that belicveth on the Son, &c.] ¢ This’
fays the Baptilt, ¢ is the fubftance, and this is the end of
¢ my whole teftimony ; that be who has a lively faith inthi
“ only S of God, bath everlufting life ; hath a title to i,
¢¢ and the beginning of it already wrought in his foul;
“¢ but he who difobeys the Son (for {o the Greek thould be
¢ rendered) fball nst fee life” It is of great importance to
preferve a difference in the tranflation correfponding to
that in the original, becaufe the latter phrafe explains the
former, and fhews that the faith to which the promile of
life is annexzd, is an effe@ual principle of fincere and ur-
referved obedience s and it is impofhible to make one put
of fcripture confiftent with another, unlefs this be takes
into our idea of faving faith. ¢ He who belicves on tle
s Son, is oppofed to him who difséeys the Son,” fays Dr.
‘FHeylin : ¢ the fenfe of the word faitk, which was familiarly
¢ ufed among the Jews when Chrift and his difciples fint
¢ taught, began to be perverted when St. John wrote hs
¢ gofpel; and therefore he guards the primitive ferlety
¢ the antithefis.” ‘The Baptift adds, But the wrath¢f G-i
abideth on bim. In fcripture the word abide has a partic™t
fiznification, denoting the adhefion and permanency of i
thing which is faid to abide.  Of this fiznification we b
an example here; for there is a morientary avirath of G
which quickly pafith ; but his abiding awrat torments, 2
does not kill ; and being once infli¢ted, never draws w0 3
end. Thus the Baptift bare teftimony to Jcfus anew, k-
ting forth his dignity in the plenitude of his commiifias,
the excellency of his gifts, the nearnefs of his relation @
God the Father as his only Son, and the greames of b
power as uaiverfal Judge.

Infortrisi
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everlafting life : and he that believeth not the
Son fhall not fee Tlife; * but the wrath of God

8r. JOHN, . -
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abideth on him. i

fGal. 3.10, Pl 7.11. Heb. s 3. & 10. 29,

Lifirences.~How could any one do fuch miracles as
nft did, unlefs he and his do&rines were owned of God |
{ how plain and important were the dotrines of re-
reration and faith in him, which he preached as ne-
ury to faivasion | And yet how natural is it for carnal
ds to misjudge of fpiritual things, to difbelieve them,
to be prejudiced againft them, becaufc, ufter all, there
be fomething incomprehenfible in them ! TFor who
here below at leaft, fully explain the manner of the
Spirit's operations in and upon the fouls of belicvers?
ko can teil how the divine and human naturcs are
nally united in God manifcfted in the fleth, who, as
on of God, always was in heaven, whilft, as the >on
n, he was only upon carth ! And O how furpriting
thought of the Lord of glory’s being itted up on
(5, that he might be propoicd in the gofpcl as a
object for a finner’s faith § and that we, under a
f guilt and danger, as wounded by fin, might look
and be as effectually healed of our foul’s difcales,
[raelitcs were of their defperate wounds, by looking
razen ferpent in the whdernefs! And how iu-
ly rich and free is that iove which is the original
falvation, and has difplayed itfelf in the gift of
-our world, to Gentiles as well as Jews, that who-
eves in him may have everlatting life! With
em, and preference to all others, fhould we think
r and only Saviour, who is originaily from above,
nointed with the Holy Glioit without meafure
performances on earth, who is the object of the
sheft love, and who is the great Lord and Huf-
e church, and is Head over all things forits wel-
what an honour and delight is it to be inftru-
fpoufing fouls to him ! What his fervants do
iftrations, by his authority, is as valid as if it
>erfonally by himl(elf 5 and they thould go on
. according to the ability and opportunity that
n for it, without envying others who excel them
graces and fuccefs; as knowing that no man
ny good thing for the fervice of others, or the
; own foul, except it be given him from hea-
t which is born of the fleth is flefh, and that
-n of the Spirit is Spirit. But, alas! how
sncerned are formalifts in religion about an
{m and purification, than about being bap-
- Holy Spirit, and having an experience in
2 real wark of heart-changing grace !—How
 of unbelief!| It rejects the teftimony of
g his Son, and is envious at Chriit’s glory;
s from unreafonable prejudices againit him,
f evil ways, and unwillingnefs to be re-
om a hatred of the -purc light of God’s
ould difturb the foul’s peace and pleafure
< of beloved lufts! And how dreadful are
binds all ‘a man’s other fins upon him, re-
emedy, and fubjets him to condemnation
the highefl aggravations of guit! But O

the excellence of true faith! It receives the Lord Jefus,
fets to its feal that God is true, and depends upon his
faithfulnefs for the performance of all that he has faid
about his Son, and faid to us in a way of grace and mercy
through him ; it rejoices in the profp.rity of his intereft,
in the efpoufal of fouls to him, and in ev.ry t"ought of his
being exalted ; it proceeds from a defire of coming to the
light of God’s word, and from the difvovery that is there-
by made of the finner’s own viicnefs, and of the relief there
is in Chrift tor him, and from a willingnefs to be faved
from fin, as well as from the curfe of the law, and the
wrath of God; and by means of this faith the fentence
of condemnation is reverfcd, and the foul receives a title
to eternal life.  Which of thefe ftates is mine? and in
w hich’ of them am I likely to be found at death and judg-
ment !

RerLECTIONS.—1ft, We have a fingular inftance of a
great man who fubinitted to be fuved by grace.

1. There was a man, of griat note md eniinence, of the
Pharifees, the fect whicli ever exprefled the bitterodt enmity
again{t our Lord, mamed Nicodenus, a ruler of the Fews, a
member of the Sanhedrim § the fame came to Fejus by night,
folicitous tohave fome particulardifcourfe with him concern-
ing the things that he had heard him preach; and he chofe
this time, as fome fuppofe, out of thame aud cowardice,
as not daring to appear publicly with him, for feor of the
Jews 3 or becaufe this was the feafon when Chrift would
be n:oft at leifure, being engaged all the day in public;
and when he might more freely and at large talk over
with him the important point coucerning which he de-
fired to be refolved. With great refpec he addrefled him,
and fuid unto him, Rabbi, ae know that thou art a teacher
come from God : for no man can do thefe miracles that thou duefly
except God be avith bhim, Thefe were fuch credentiais of
his divine miflion, and wrought with fuch notorious evi-
dence, that the more they were examined, the more fore
cibly they proved the author of them fent from God.
Note ; (1.) The grace of Jefus can reach thofe whofe con-
dition in life is moft dangerous, if they will but come to
him. (2.) When the profeflion of the true religion is re-
proachful and unfafhionable, fome, who dare not openl
avow their fentiments, approve in fecret the truths whicl
others defpile, and will flip in among the faithful, if they
cannot be feen, as Nicoacinus, by night. (3.) Chrift is
come to be a teachicr of babes, to lead a dark wor'd
to the light of life, and guide the erring feet of finners
into the paths of everlafting peace. May we then be
humble fcholars, and learn of him ! -

2. In confequence of the application of Nicodemus,
Chrift addreflcs him in the following inftruive dif-
courfe -
~ [1.] On the nature and neceflity of regeneration. Verily,
verily I fay unto thee, Except a man be born again, be cannot
Jee the kingdom of God. Nicodemus, like the reft of his
countrymen, tinétured with the common prejudices con-

s F cerning
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CHAP 1IV.

Clrift talkcth avith a wwoman of Samaria, and revealeth kimfelf
unto her : kis difeipl>c marvel 5 ke declareth to them bis zeal
Jor Gad’s glery. Many Swraaritans belicve on bim : he de-
parteth into Galileey and bealcth the rulei’s fun that lay [fck
at Capernaum. - .

[Anno Domini 30.] '
R 7 HEN therefore * the Lord knew how
the Pharifeces ® had hcard that Jelus
made and baptized more dilciples than John,
2 Ch 1.5 14,18 & 3.35. & 13. 13, 14. A&s, 10. %6,

1. 14, 15. Mat 4. 12. Luke, 4. 14. Mat 10.23.
Joth. 24. 32.

b Ch. 3.1, 2, 22, 26.
¢ Luke, 17. 11. & 9. 51—53.

Cuar, IV,

2 (Though Jefus himfelf © baptized not, but
his difciples,) :

3 * He left Judea, and departed again into
Galilee.

4 ° And he
maria.

5 Then cometh he toa city of Samary,
which is called Sychar, near ‘to the parcel of
ground that Jacob gave to his fon Jofeph.

muft needs go through S

¢ 1 Cor. 1.17. AQs, 10. 48.

¢ Ch. 3. 92. Mik
Mat. 10. 5. Rom. 15. 8.

f Gen. 33. 1. & 423

ccrning the Meffial’s kingdom, fuppofed that the feed of
Abraham would be all admitted to an honourable place in
it. But CLyift firikes at that radical miftake 5 afluring him,
that no man’s external privileges, rcligious profcflion, or
moral attainments, availed any thing, if his heart and life
were not eficétually wrought upon by the regenerating in-
fluences of the Spirit of God.  For, as we are born by
nature corrupt and poliuted with fin, and {piritually dead
in trcfpaifles, we muit receive another, a new, a divine na-
ture, the work of God. And unlefs this fupcrnatural
change paflts upon us, we can neither underftand the
natere of the Mefliah's kingdom, nor reccive any of the
blefiings and benefits which it was defigned to convey to
us. Nicodemus, miltaking Chrift’s meaning, and undecr-
ftanding the words in a literal fenfc, exprefles his furprile
at the affertion, not comprehending- how it was poilible-
for a man, old as he was, to pafs a fecond time through
his mother’s womb. In anfwer to his objeflion, Chriit
enforces and explains his declarations, Verily, werily I fay
unto thee, a truth which is a moft infallible certainty, Zx-
cept @ man be born of awater and of {the Spirit, he cannat enter
ints the kingdsm of God : Chrift’s word, however ftrange
and unintelligible to the natural man, cannot change.
There can be no entrance into glory, without that new
birth which gives a meetnefs for it. The foul, by the
powerful agency of the Spirit of God, muft be cleanfed
from its natural poiiution, as water purifies the body from
any filth which it has contradted. And the neceflity of fuch
a fpiritual change is evident, becaufe that avhich is birn of
the fle/b, is flofb : could a man a thoufand times pafs through
the womb, he would ftill come forth with the fame cor-
rupted nature, unfit for the kingdom of God; man’s nature
being utterly fenfual in his mere fallen flate, and all his
appetites, deiights, and purfuits being after the flefh, and
the things which gratify his beftial part: fo that the foul
in this condition is utterly enflaved, and the whole mun
fleth, and rot fpirit.  Whilft, on the contrary, that achich
is born of the Spirit, is Spirit : when the Holy Ghoft works
effcCually on the belicving heart, it is refined from the
dregs of fenfuality, the foul is rcitored to fpiritual under-
ftanding, and the whols man, now brought under the in-
fluence of a new, divine, implanted principle of grace,
becomes fpiritual, in his affcclions, purfuits, and defigns,
delivered from the bondage of bafe lufts and vile corrup-
tion into the glorious liberty of the fons of God, and re-
ftored to a capacity of enjoying him.  Afarvel ret, therea
fore, adds our Lord, that [ faid urto thcey, Ye muft be bern

again ; nor, though we are ignorant of the mannerin
which this divine change is wrought, is that any objectica
to the thing: for, in the world around us, we fee cficcts,
of the immediate caufes of which we are ignorant. As
for “inftance, The avind blosveth avhere it liffeth, without
controul from any creature, and thou bearefl the frund thiree
ofy but canft not tell awbence it comethy and awhitker it gtk
the effects produced by it are fenfibly fele: but why it

lows at one time ftronger than at another, why from
one point rather than another, where it begins and
where it ends, thefe are fecrets known only to him whe
bringeth the winds out of his treafuries. & ir
one that 15 born of the Spirit : fo myfterious are the operae
tions of the Divine Spirit in his firit movements and opera-
tions on the believing heart, when he bears down every
obftruction, quickening, -comforting, fanétifying the be
liever’s foul, and giving him a blefled experience of his
divine power and influence; though he works mfte
rioufly, and leaves the manner of his operations ftill afeerat
to us. .

[2.] When yet Nicodemus appeared. ignorant, and quel
tioned how thefe things could be ; for to the natural man
the things of the Spirit of God are foolifhnefs: Chrit
proceeds to reprove Lis dulnefs, and to enlarge on the cer-
tainty and {ublimity of thofc glorious truths which he bad
advanced : Art thou a mafler of Ifrael, a famed teacher,
and profeflor of divinity, and knowweft not thefe things ? Nete;
It is a fhame for thofe who undertake to inftruct others,
to be ignorant themfelves, and, while they affect to pifs
for men of deep learning and erudition, to be unacquaintd
with the moft important truths that pertain unto falvation
Verily, verily I fuy unto thee, 177e [peak that awe dobnow : the
truths that Chrift taught, werc of infallible certainty; be
fpoke as commilfioned by his Father, and in correfponccre
with what all the prophcts and John had before declareds
and t¢flify that ave have feen : not fpeaking on hearfay, but o8
the moft undoubted evidence, and with the clearcit afi-
ance: and ye receive not cur witngfs: fuch was the bink
nefs, fuch the prejudices, that bad fpread over the Jewsia
general, avud the Phanfees and rulers in particular, that
they refufed to receive and embrace: the dofrines of i
vation taught by the Son of God, though fo infaliibly
true, {o plainly delivered, and attefted by fuch miracks:
fo that they were without excufe,—as all infidels are, ¥h0
rcfufe to fubmit to the evidence of revelation. Jf thee
fore I kave tld you eartlly things, Nluftrating, with the e
miliar inftances of watcr and the wind, the nccefity 0“:

{piricus:
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* 6 Now Jacob’s well was there. Jefus
. therefore, being ® wearied with Ais journey,
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fat thus on the well: and it was about ® the
fixth hour.
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.. fpiritual change in the hearts of finners here below, and ye
” “'" Jelieve oty comprehend not the meaning, nor give credit
2 ‘5,‘7]“5 512 to the truths advanced, bow fhall ye belicvey if I tell you of
N0 gnmb{;’; beavenly things ? of the more fubfime doctrines of the gofpzl,
* the amazing union of the divine and human natures, the
o1 g o defignof the incarnation of the Son of God ; his futferings,
o kzyh 't death, and exaltation s the nature of his fpiritual kingdom,
ard of the beatific vifion? how much more muft thefe
be my(erious, when delivered in language fuitable to the
valt (ubject, if the plainer truths appear fo diflicult to
" be underftood ?  For inltance, No man hath afcended up to
" heaveny but ke that came down from heaven : the prophets of
 God indeed had fpoken under a divine infpiration, and
" what they faid came from heaven; but none of them
ever fpoke of their own knowledge, nor had been with
God in glory, acquainted with all the fecrets of his will
. this was the diltinguithed privilege of the Son of man,
s the Mefliah, who from eternity lay in the bofom of the
"l G245 Father, and was now come down from heaven, as a
it - teacher eminently fent from God; and who, though
&5 ypon earth, was even then the Son of man abich is in hea-
of k™ gen ; though in his human nature he ftood and talked with
: o223 Nicodemus, his divine nature filled heaven and earth, was
$m:77 every where prefent, and, in virtue of that communication
7 of properties which fubfilts between the two natures, the
“x:1% Son of man, though on earth, was, as God, in heaven;
1224 that which was done by him in one nature being afcribed
to him in the other. Nute ; (1.) Therc are myfteries above
/;% our comprehen fion, which are to be received on the evi-
dence of God’s word. Where reafon fails, faith muft be
“exercifed. (2.) In all the humiliations of the Son of man,
2° we muft never forget that he is unchangeably the fame,
v God over ally bleffed for ever. _
w2 [3.] As the great prophet, he proceeds to defcribe
. the end of his incarnation, and the eternal bleflednels of
. "thofe who truly and perfeveringly believe in him., He
- came to feek and to fave that which was loft, to heal our
mortal wounds, and to recover our perifhing fouls.

(1.) He carne to heal our mortal wounds, as the antitype
of the brazen ferpent which Mofes in the wildernefs lifted
1p, that thofe who were ftung by the fiery ferpents might
ok and live. And as Mofes lifted up the ferpent in the wil-
rnefs, even fo mifl the Son of man be lifted up 5 that whoforver
eesd i bimy fhould wnst perifb, but bave eternal life.
) We are mortally ftung by the old fiery ferpent Satan,
' the deadly poifon of fin has been diffuled through
nature ; the wound is incurable, the torment intoler-
and eternal, unlefs more than human help and heal-
¢ vouchfafed to us. (2.)Chrift is the only hope of the
rate, the brazen ferpent lifted up, for the healing of
wtions, on the pole of the everlaiting gofpel, as cruci-
1 a tree, but now exalted to the throne, bright-fhining
rhe Leams of grace on every miferable foul that turns
‘e of faith towards him. (3.) It is looking to him

which performs the wondrous cure. The foul that
to any other phyfician, or refufes this fimple method

hwe ot iz

of cure, Look unto me, and be ye faved, Ifa. xlv. 22. perifhes
without remedy; while faith infallibly brings health and
healing : for, (4.) Howcver obnoxicus we are by fin to the
wrath of God, however deep our puilt, or asgravated our
iniquities, heis a Saviour to the uttermoft : whoever looks
to him, fhall live, though, like the dying thief, reduced to
the luft gafp ; not only the chicf of finners fhall be refcued
from the eternal ruin which he jultly apprehends and fears,
but, if he perfevere in cleaving to Chritt, fhall have eterual
life, all the blifs and bleflednefs of glory, through the fal-
vation which is in Jefus Chrift.

(2.) He came to fave our loft fouls by the facrifice of
himfelf.  For God fo loved the awsrldy that he gave bis only-
begatten Sony that avhzfoever belicveth in bimy fhodd nat perifh,
but kave everlafling life. (1.) Chrift is the univerfal Saviour,
not of the Jews only, but of the Gentiles alfo; and, as his
free falvation is preached to all, whoever will is invited to
come to him. They who reject his calls, fin againft their
own mercies. (2.) He is the enly-begstten Sin of God, which
befpeaks his infinite dignity and all-fuflicicncy to fave.
(3-) The love of God in thinking upon us in our ruined
ftate, and fending his Son to be a propitiation for our fins,
is the aftonifhment of angels, and fhould be matter of our
increafing wonder, praile, and adoration. (4.) All who
by faith receive the Lord Jefus, as the Son of God and the
Redemer of loit fouls, placing their whole dependence on
his infinite merit and intercetlion, are furc to obtain the
remiflion of all their fins. For God font nst his Scn into the
avorld to condemn the avsvld, as the Jews fuppofed their
Melitah would deitroy the Gentile nations, and exalt their
own ; but that the world threugh bim might be faved. Even
the vilelt and moft guilty, who believe in him, whether
Jew or Gentile, may now through him obtain falvation 3
while out of him, ruin and defpair muft feize the whole
fallen race.  He that belicveth on bim is not condemned : there
is no condemnatisn to them that are in Chrift Fofus ; no charge
lics againft thofe whom God juftifieth through faith in
the Blood of his Son. But, (5.) Deftruion inevitable
and eternal muft be the portion of thofe who neglet or
defpife fo great a falvation § ke that belicveth nst the gofpels
word preached unto them, whether Jew or Gentile, is con-
demned already ; lies at prefent under the curfe which is the
wages of fin, and without repentance will as afluredly be
loft, as when the fentence fhall be executed in the great
day, becaufe be bath not belicved in the name of the cnly-b.gotten
Son of God.  Unbelief is the great damning fin : there can
be no cure for thofe who rcjed the only remedy; and
when God hath been fo rich in grace, as to give his only-
begotten Son, the bafenels of the ingratitude in rejecting
him cannot but bring aggravated guilt and pardition on the
finner’s foul.  And this is the greateft and motl fatal canle
of their condemnation, that light is come ints the wworl’y the
light of the glorious gofpel of Chrift, in which he {hincs
as the fun of righteouinefs arifen to guide our fect into the
ways of peace : and men, notwithitanding, lwed durkn.fi
rather than light. 'The Jews heid fait their corrupt tra-”
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There cometh * a woman of Samaria to

draw water : Jefus faith unto her, Give me
to drink.

8 (For his difciples were gone away unto
t'.e city to buy mea:.) '
9 Then faith the woman of Samaria unto

. ® An inhabitant of Shechem, called Sychar, i. e. drunkessefs.

ditions 3 the Gentiles, their idolatrous fuperftitions ; and
both fhunned the light of truth, which made manifeft and
condemned their works of darknefs, becaufe théir deeds avere
evil; thercfore do they lie under the divine wrath; and
fuch wilful ignorance, and obftinate rejection of the truth,
muft needs fill up the meafure of their iniquities. (6.)
This then will be the teft between the wilfully impenitent
and the fincere inquirer after truth. For every one that
docth cvil, makes it his praltice and his delight, and is wed-
ded to his fins, bateth the light, his carnal mind is at enmity
with Chrift and his gofpel 5 neither cometh to the light, but
fhuns the means of grace, the miniftrations of the faithful,

- and the company and converfe of fuch whofe words and

works would be a rebuke to his darknefs ; /e his deeds fbould
be reproved ; left his darling corruptions fhould be held up
to him in their own hideous form, his danger faithfully

fet before him, and his confcience wounded with remorfe.

But ke that docth truth, in fimplicity following the mind
of God, as far as it is revealed to him, open to conviion,
and willing to be fearched, cometh to the light of God’s
word, defirous to know, and difpofed to follow it, however
contrary to his own natural inclinations or worldly in-
terelts y zhat bis deeds may be made manifef}, his heart exa-
mined, his principles brought to the teft, his mind en-
lightened, and his condu&t regulated ; fo. that it may
appear he is now under the influence of a regenerate fpirit,
defigning in all his works the divine glofy, and evidencing
that they are wrought in Ged, by his gracious influence, ac-
cording to his holy will, and in a ftate of union and com-
munion with him. Blefled and happy are the people who
are in fuch a cafe!

2dly, When our Lord had finithed his difcourfe with
Nicodemus, we are told,

1. Whither he went, and what he did. He left Jeru-
falem, and travelled into the country of Judea, where he
continued fome time, preaching the gofpel of the kingdom ;
and by the ordinance of bapti{m, which his apoftles admi-
niftered, admitted thofe who profefled their faith in him
into the number of his avowed difciples.

_ 2. John continued his miniftry in another part of the
country with fuccefs. He did not join with Jefus, left
their enemies fhould pretend that there was a combination
between them ; nor did he defift from his labours, though

" he knew his Superior was now gone forth to minifter, but

continued to preach and baptize all who came to him;
having fixed himfelf at a place where were many ftreams
of water, which rendered it convenient to adminifter bap-
tiflm to the multitudes which reforted to him ; for as yet
be was not caff into prifon, as he fhortly afterwards was, and
a period put to his farther ufefulnefs. Note; The work
of the miniftry is wide 3 there is room for the exercife of
all our feveral talents, nor muft any be difcouraged by
their own comparative inferiority : they are fuited for
their place, and may hope to fee their iabours fuccefsful.
3. A coateft arole between fome of John’s difciplcs and

the Jews, concerning purifying. [See the Annotations.] Puz.
zled with the difficulty which embarraffed them, John's dif-
ciples carry the cafe to their mafter, and, jealous for his ho-
nour, and their own who were conneéted with him, report
with concern what they had lately heard, and faid unto bim,
Rabbi, be that avas with thee beyond Fordan,and, among others,
received baptifm ; o whom thou bareft avitnefs, pointing him
out with peculiar diftin€ion ; behold, the fame baptizeth, {etting
up himfelf as a rival to thee ;5 and all men come to bim. They
look upon it as a piece of prefumption in Jefus to aflume
‘the Baptift’s office, and ungrateful to make ufe of the teftie
mony which John had borne, in prejudice to him: nor
could they, without envy, behold their mafter eclipfed by
him whom they regarded as lately his difciple, and a5 one
of themfelves. So ready are good men to be under the
temptation of a party-{pirit, and to feel unbecoming jealou-
fies and rifings of envy againit fuperior excellence, which
feems to ecliple their own, -

4. John’s anfwer fhewed what fpirit he was of. Fur
from envying Jefus as his rival, he rejoices in his fuccefs;
and, confirming the teftimony that he had before borne to
him, cheerfully turns over to him all his intereft in Ifracl.

[1.] Jobn anfwered and faid, A man can reccive nitkig
except it be given bim from heaven. God gives gifts tohs
minifters feverally as he will. If he is pleafed to beftow
more on one than another, there is no room for complaint:
whatever our meafure is, it is a matter of favour tous,
and we have reafon to be thankful, nor ought toenvythe
fuperior honours or ufefulnefs of others: and this con
fideration fhould, in every cafe, filence every murmur
difcontent or envy. -

[2.] He appeals to what he had uniformly advanced from
the beginning. Ye yourfelves bear me witnefs, that I faid Iamn?
the Chrift, but that I am fent before bim. Al the honour thathe
had ever affumed, was that of being his harbinger, and goI"§
before the face of the Lord to prepare his way : if there'ere
he was now arrived, his forerunner, far from being grievedy
muft rejoice in it. He that hath the bride is the bridegrom;
Chrift hath alone the right over his church, and to him mot
the gathering of the people be. He is come from heaven 10
efpoufe it to himfcif, the heavenly bridegroom. )
can be no reafon thercfore for murmurs or jealoufys by
far otherwife, the friend of the bridegroom, as he was achi

Slandeth and beareth him, waiting upon him as his af““d’:.r’
helping forward his interefts, and defiring to ad"i’““f"
honour, rejoiceth greatly becaufe of the bridegrom? Y%

when hé comes to take his bride, and iffues his orders ”.‘d '

inftitutions to thofe who wait in his train. T5 "’ffi"!
thercfore is fulfilled, to hear that Chrift appears P“\?hcdz;
inviting finners to come to him; and that MUC"
flock to him, embracing the offers of his gracc: ol
thus does every faithful minifter ftand before thcdg‘k.
Bridegroom of fouls, to reccive his commands 2
liver his meflges of love to his church ; delighted 10

hold the happy effcs produced by them; and
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Jews have no dealings with the Sa-

V1Kings, 17. 24—41. Ezrayiv.v. Nch. iv.vi. Ch.8. 48. Luke,g. §1—53. A&s,10. 28.

greatly in every foul converted to Jefus, and brought by
et faith and love to cleave to him alone.
zy [3.] Far from envying the rifing glory of his Lord,
iferera s Jonn beholds with pleafure the fulfilment of the divine
rwto e ez Willy He muft snereafey, but I muft decreafe; his fame muft
tier but L', fpread, his glory be manifefted, his difciples multiply 3
ctbtinrn 'z and to him does John gladly turn over all his intereft,
{4 dufnex - content to fade before his fuperior brightnefs, as the morn-
rchi; i e ing ftar difappears before the rifing fun s and well pleafed
1o the; eunnw 10 fe¢ that kingdom of the Meffiah eftablifhed and in-
jece of o creafing, which muft fpread from pole to pole, and endure
sz to the end of time. And to behold this, cannot but give
14 b, 1 e the moft fingular delight to every faithful minifter. The
oor eio: ez Blory of his perfon, and the {urpafling excellence of his
! c&’zsktm o office, cannot but give him this fuperiority. He that
P cometh from above, is abive all : his nature and original be-
oo m‘d:r""g divine, he muft needs have the undifputed precedency,
"f{’f} ) 'v,,,’,( and fupreme authority, over all other meflengers fent from
245 God, who fpeak only in Lis name, and by his commiflion.
"/ 1, 2oy He that is of the earth, and fuch are the greateft faints und
c "b’c' ' prophets, is earthly, and fpeaketh of the carth : as he is fprung
il ,;H,Lfrom the duft, and muft return to the duft, he is naturally
ik - attached to carthly things ; his conceptions low and grove-
’vh‘m ““"ling; and, when even under divine infpiration, unable
44 gg: adequately to exprefs the fublime myfteries of infinite
, H

nd Lo

g wifdom; while he that cometh from heaven is above all.
L% Contrafted with the teachings of Jefus, in whom from
4™ eternity dwele all the treafures of wifdom, as being one
17 of the facred fclf-exiftent Godhead, the wifdom of the
"+ wifeft is weaknefs, and their fpeech not to be compared
= with his preaching. And the reafon is evident, becaufe
““what he hath feen and beard, that be teflifieth, from the moft

_intimate knowledge of the divine nature and councils,
=" both as God incarnate, and in the human nature pofle{-
** fing the Spirit without meafure. But fuch was the blind-
“'nefs and obftinacy of thofe to whom he (poke, that, though
~he was greatly attended, and John's difciples apprchended
that all who followed him believed in him, he lets them know
the cafe was far otherwife : no man receiveth his teflimony ;
one, comparatively fpeaking; fo few of the multitudes
'ho came to him would be found his real difciples.
/s led and bhappy, hawever, are thofe who receive his gof-
I in the light and love of it; for be that hath received his
imrinry, hath fet to bis feal that God is true. He fubfcribes
he fuithfulnefs and veracity of God, in having fulfilled
rhe prophefies concerning the Mefliah ; and embraces,
' full confidence of their completion, the gracious pro-
s of his gofpel, as being Yea and Amen in Chrift
. And herein God is glorified, when we truft our
fting hopes upon the word that he has delivered to us
Son 3 for ke wkhbom God hatl, I{ent, [peaketh the words of
all his language {poke the Divinity refident in him ;
> word of human infirmity ever dropped from his
for God giwveth mor the Spirit by meafure unto him. All
rer prophets, who were fent of God, poficfled but a
re of the Spirir, and only fpoke under his immediate
3 :

v

in[piration on fome particular occafions, being at other
times left to fpeak their own words ; but he in whom dwelt
the fulnefs of the Godhead bodily, ever fpoke the words
of God.  The Father lrveth the 8'n with a peculior and
tranfcendant regard, as being poffeffed with the fame na-
ture and perfe€tions. He delights in his Son’s undertaking
as Mediator, and hath given all things into bis hand ; invcit=
ing him in his human nature with all power and authority
in heaven and in earth.  All the great affairs of the king-
dom of providence, grace, and glory, are committed to
his management, that kis encmies may feel his vengeance ;
that his faithful ones may experience his blefling, protec-
tion, and care; and all at latt appear before him as their
eternal judge. He that believet’> therefore on the Son; res
ceives mm as manifeft in the fleth, and refts his 2op-s on
the rich grace revealed in the golpei ulone, hath everlaling
life ; he fhall not only hereafter, if faithful unco death, be
put in pofleffion of it, but has already in himfclf the be-
ginning and foretaites of it: and, on the centrary, ke that
believeth not the Som, vejeteth his divine authority and mif-
fion, incredulous of his word, and difobedient: to his will,
Jhall not fee lsfe : while he remains under the power of un-
belief, he is dead in trefpaffes and fins, and nothing 4uz
mifery inconceivable and eternal awaits him, becaufe the
wrath of God, which is for ever wrath to come, abideth on
bim. How terrible is the end of all who believe not God,
and obey not the gofpel of his dear Son | ’

/ CHAP. IV.

Ver. v—3. When therefore the Lord knew, &c.] The
Baptift’s imprifonment happened whiie our Lord was in
Judea (fee Mark, vi. 17., &c.) where he continued till the
fame of his doltrine, difciples, and miracles, reaching Je-
rufalem, gave umbrage to the Pharifees. Thefe men,
claiming it as the privilege of their fet to diret the con-
fciences of the people, were enraged to find numbers of
them acknowledging as the. Mefliah one whofe birth and
fortune fo little fuited the notions which they had taught
concerning the great dcliverer of the nation; wherefore,
to fhun the effeéts of their malice, Jefus, who knew alk
that pafled, retired with his difciples into Galilee. His
prefence it feems was neceffary there, as the miniftry of
his forerunner in that country was now brought to a pe-
riod. The evangelift obferves, ver. 2. that Fefus himfelf
baptized not, which perhaps he omitted to do, becaufe he
did not choofe to baptize in his own name, and becaufe it
was of more importance to preach than to baptize.-
(1 Cor.i. 17.) Befides, it might have given thofe who
were baptized by him, occafion to value themfelves aboye
others; as happened in the church of Corinth, where the
brethren valued themlclves upon the charaer of the per-
fon who had baptized them. Perhaps too this might be
partly to avoid importunate inquirics whether he was the
Mcfhah, and partty to prevent thofe prejudices which
might have arifen againft the more p-rfe& form of bap..
tifm afterwards- inftituted, if any had received this lefs
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10 Jefus anfwered and faid unto her, If
thou kneweft * the gift of God, and who it is
that faith to thee, Give me to drink; thou

k1fg. 6. £42. 6. & 49.6,8. & 55. 3, 4. Pl 84 11. If 44. 3, 4. Ezek. 76. 27. Ch. 4. 16. 3 Cor. 1. 30. Rom. 8. 32.
Zech. 13, 1. & 14. 8.

If. 12, 3. & 44. 3,4 Ver. 34, Ch.6. 35. & 7. 38, 30.

St. JOHN.

‘
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wouldeft have afked of him, and he would
bave given thee ' living water.
11 The woman faith unto him, Sir, * thou

Pera 1

Rev.2a. 1,17, ™ Ch, 3. ¢. 1 Cor. 2. 14

perfe baotifm from Chrift himfelf.  Indeed the baptifm
properly his, was that of the Holy Ghoft.

Ver. 4y 5. And be mufl wecds go through Samaria.] In his
way to Gulilee, Jefus was obliged to pafs through Samaria,
where one evening, being avearicd avith his journcy, he fat
down by Jacob’s well, not far from the city of Sychar,
which the evangelitt tells us qvas near t5 tle paicel of ground
that facsh gave to bis S:n ofoph. Now if, as Mr. Maun-
drell conjuctures, the plain beginoning at Jacob’s well was
part of that parcel, Sychar might juitly be {aid to be nigh
to it, though it was as far diltant as the prefent Naplofa,
which is about a mile from it but if S;cbar in our Lord’s
time, as is probable, extended further towards the well
than Naplofa does at prefent, the propricty of the evan-
gelilt’s exprellion will appear yet more fully. It feems
evident, however, from this hiilery, that Sychar was at
fome diltance from the wecll: for the difciples are faid to
have gene awway into the city to buy meaty ver. §. while the
woman talked with Jefus at the well 5 and ver. 30. we are
told that the Samaritans, on hearing what the woman faid
concerning Jefus, went out of the city, and came to fce
him, ver. g0. Delides, that the town was at fome diftance
from the wecll, "feems highly probable from the earneftnefs
wherewith the woman begged Jefus to give her fuch wa-
.ter as would prevent her from being athirft, and from
‘coming thither to draw. It fcems, her coming from the
town to the well was a great labour, from which fhe
wifhed to be free. The name of this place was originally
.Sichem, but was changed into Syckar by the Jews, as a

name of reproach; for Syckar fignifics, in the Syriac lan-

guage, a drunkard and a liar. -

Ver. 6. Now Facih's awell avas there.] Mr. Maundrell, in
his Travels, gives the following account of Jacob’s well:
¢ About one-third of an hour from Nap/s/a (the ancient
¢ Sychar, as it is termed in the New 'Leftament) ftood
¢ Jacob’s well, fumous not only on acceunt of its author,
¢ but much more for the memorable conference which
& our blcflcd Lord had there with the woman of Samaria.
¢« Jf it fhould be inquired whether this be the very place
¢« it is pretended to be, feeing it may be fufpelted to
¢ ftand too remcte from Sychar for the woman to come
4¢ and draw water, we may anfwer, that in all probability
¢ the city extended farther in former times than it does

-~
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¢ now, as may be conjetured from fome picces of a very’

¢ thick wall,” the remains perhaps of the ancient Sichem,
¢ ftiil to be feen not far from hence. Over it flood for-
¢¢ merly a large church, creted by that great and devout
«¢ patroncfs of the Iloly Land, thc Emprcfs Jrene ; but of
¢¢ this the voracity of time, affited by the hands of the
¢ Turks, has left nothing but a few foundations remain-
¢¢ ing. The well is covered at prefent with an old {tone
¢ vault, into which you are let down by a very ftraight
¢ hole; and then removing a broad flat ftone, you dif-
#¢ cover the well itlelf. It is dug in a firm rock, is about

¢ three yards in diameter, and thirty-five in depth, five of
¢ which we found full of water. This confutesa flory
¢ commoniy told to travellers, who do not take the pains
¢ to examine the well; namely, ¢that it is dry all the year
¢ round, except on the anniverfary of that day in whik
¢ our blefled Saviour fat upon it, but then bubbles v
¢¢ with abundance of water.” At this well the namow
¢« vailcy of Sichem ends, opening itfelf into a wide ficd,
¢¢ which probably is part of the picce of ground given by
¢¢ Jacob to hisfon Jofeph. It is watered by a frefh fram
¢ running between it and Sichem, which makes it foer-
¢ ceeding verdant and fruitful, that it may well be looked
¢ upon as a flanding token of the Kkindnefls of that good
¢ patriarch to the beft of fons.” Sce Gen. xlviii. 22,
Fefus therefore—fat thus on the aell] Sat dywn inme
diaiely by the avell.  Doddridge. Whitby fays ¢ Sat drun
¢ thus, means, weary as he was.”  And it was abut th
Joxth bour, fays the evangelilt, that is, about fix in the even
ing, and not, as commentators have generally thought, in
the middle of the day, or at high noonj for in thofe
countries the women never draw water in the middle of
the day, but always about fun-fetting, as is evident from
Gen. xxiv. 11. Wherefore, as the woman came to dnuvw
water while Jefus was fitting by the well, it cannot be the
Jewith but the Roman fixth hour, of which the facred hil
torian fpeaks. Sce on Ch.i. 39. By this time, as the
verfe informs us, Jefus was fatigued with his journey; and
thercfore, before he proceeded, he fent his difciples tothe
nearcft town for refrefhment, as there was no place upon
the road where he could meet with any accommodation
It may be objected, that the circumftances of the hiftory
oblige us to fuppofe, that this journey through Sumam
was made {o Jate in the year, that the tranfactions could
not happen at fix in the evening. But it may be proveds
that when Jefus preached in the fynagogue of Nazareth,
after lcaving Samaria, it was about the beginning of Sep-
tember ; whence it will appear, that he travelled throug
Samaria in Augult: if fo, all the particulars here rda&]{'
may have happened in the time allotted to them on &
fuppofition : for when Jefus fat down by the well, it w:s
about the fixth hour, perhaps near half an hom‘lbcforc it
and from that time till it was dark, was fuficient 10f
the tranfactions mentioned in this hiftory. An v
Ver. 7. There cometh a awsman of Samaria &c.] for &
habitant of the country, not the zorvn of Samari id 0“ !
bafle, the ancient Samaria, according to Mr. Maundre I’]f'
about two hoeurs or fix miles diftant from Sych'?&; nc; by
quently about feven miles from the well; ad :,,c 2.
far too great for onc, even in thut country, 1 c(;tob'ﬁ
fetch water. Though Jefus did not choofe t(‘;g o
town himfelf, he fent his difciples ¢ hither 1© ulvl of
for it feems the Jews might buy what the . but
Samaritans, as they might likewife from
they were not to accept of any thing from
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* agﬂmﬁ: hat nothing to draw with, and the well is
S U deep: from whence then haft thou that living
BL water ]

Falery e

2Ch.3 53 I 49. 7. &5 2, 3. ° 2 Kings, 17—24.

Sr; J OHN,

12 " Art thou greater than ° our father Ja- again:
“t;; . cob, which gaveus the well, and drank thereof

P Ch.6 27,58.
6. &2 50.&17. 3,3 &20. 31. & 10 10s Rom. 5. 21. & 6. 23. "1 John, 5. 20. with Gal. 6. 14. Pl 4. 6,7. & 27. 4. &73. 25,26, & :4:p
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himfelf, and his children, and his cattle ?
13 Jelus anlwered and faid unto her, Who-
foever drinketh of this water * fhall thirft

14 ¢ But whofoever drinketh of the watcr

T1f. 49. 10. & 3. 11. Ch. 7. 38, 39. & 5.27,°35.

" ‘ ) W

_way of bencficence, (fee on ver. 9.) that being a crime, in
 their opinion, equal to the eating of fwine’s fleth; fo
" bitter was the animofity which fubfifted’ between the Sa-
7" maritans and the Jews! See Ch. viii. 48. and the note on
_. Luke, x. 33.
. Ver. 9. For the Fews have no dealings avith the Samari-
" tans.] Have no friendly intercourfe, &c.  ‘This muft be the
meaning of & aulypvras here; for it is evident from ver. 8.
that the Jews had fome dealings with them. It has been
frequently oblerved, that many czufes concurred to occa-
fion this inveterate hatred of the Jews towards the Sama-
nitans; fuch as their foreign extract,—and the early mix-
“ture of fuperftition and idolatry in their religion, 2 Kings,
" vii. 24, &c.—the injurious manner in which they treated
" the Jews after their return from the captivity, Ezra, iv.
"1—6. Neh. vi. 1—14. and efpecially their building a
temple on mount Gerizim, which they made the centre of

their worfhip, in oppolition to that at Jerufalem: and per-
7*"haps nothing contributed more to expofe them to the
“contempt and abhorrence of the Jews, than the infamous
“offer which they made to Antiochus, of dedicating that tema
ple to Jupiter, and admitting the rites of his idoiatrous wor-
"= thip, at a time when the Jews were fuffering the utmoft
# - extiemities in defence of their religion. We may obferve,
*“itis not faidy that the Samaritans had no dealings with
‘the Jews, but that™ the Jews had no dealings with the
*# Samaritans ; whence it is natural to conclude, that the
"-enmity was greatelt on the fide of the Jews. As a proof
* of this, fee a remarkable paffage in Ecclus. 1. 25, 26

Ver. 1o, Fefus anfweredy—if thou kneweft the gift of Ged, ]
Jf thou kneweft what an opportunity God hath put into
thine hand, of receiving the greateft blefling that ever was
bcﬂowcd, as well.as who, and how great a perfon, he :8
hat fpcaks to thec ; inftead of ferupling to grant him fo
mall a favour, thowu avould)t furely bave afled bim : (for fuch
the force of the original) and he, without objecting to
‘¢ on account of the people to whom thou belongeft,
74 readily fLave given thee living water ; far better than
at thou art now drawing : by which our Lord intimated
:1/)1'//'!}' and readinefs to communicate thofe influences
sod’s holy Spirit, which afford the nobleft refrefliment
e loul, and are therefore often deferibed by water.
cortain, that the phrafle iving aater, fignifics in many
authors SPring avater, Or running water, in oppofition
t which ftagnates; yet as our Lord clfewhere, ina
'\:ub)e paflage recorded by this evangelift, Ch, vi. 51.
unlelf living bread, becaufe by feeding upon him
to be obtaincd,—it is proper to adhere literaily to
inal in the verfion ; though there is no doubt that

'man underftood owur Lord, not of liviug fpiritual

but of fome fine fpring water, which flowed fo

eafily as not to need the pains of drawing, and was, on’
this account, at leaft, preferable to that of Jacob’s well:
and our Lord’s reply, ver. 13, 14. fhews that the fimile
would hold in that refpe@.  Our Lord, on this occafion,
demontftrated the greatnefs of his condefcenfion and be-
nevolence 3 for though this woman was a perfon of an in-
famous character, and though he himfclf was prefled with
thirft, he delayed refrefhing himfelf that he might bring
her who was {piritually dcad, to the water of life. Comp.
Lev. xiv. 6. Jor. ii. 13. ‘

Ver. 11. Thou haft nothing to draw awith, &c.] Literally,.
Thou haft no bucket.  Sce ver. 23, and on ver. 6. In the:
dry countrics of the Eaft, the inhabitants find themfilves-
obliged to carry with them great leathern bottles of water,
which they fill from time to time as they have opportu-"
nity ; but what is very extraordinary, in order to be able -
to do this, they, in many places, are obliged to carry /lines
and buckets with them.  So Fhevenot, in giving an account.
of what he provided for his journcy from Egypt to Jeru-
falem, tells us, ¢ He did not forget leatlern buckets ta drasv
¢ quater aith.” Rauwolll goes farther; for he gives us to-
underftand, that the wells of inhabited countries there, as
well as in the defarts, have no implzments for drawing of
water, but what thofe bring with them who come thither
for, fpeaking of the w-il or ciltern of Bethlehem, he fays,
¢ Itis a good rich ciltern, deep and wide; for which
¢ rcafon, the people that go to dip for water, are provided
s« with {mall leathern buckets and a line, as is ufual in thofe
¢ countries; and o the merchants, who go in caravans
¢« through great defarts in far countrics, provide them-
« {-lves allo with thefe, becaufe in thife countries youw -
¢ find more cifterns or wells, than fprings that lic high.,”
In how ecafy a light, fays the author of the Obfervations,
doth this place the Samuritan woman’s taliing of the depth
of Jacob’s well, and her remarking, that f{he did not ob-
ferve our Lord Lad any thing to draw with, though he had
fpoken of prelenting her with water.

Ver. va. drt thou greater than cur Father Facob,] < Are
¢ you a perfon of greater power, or mere in favour with
¢ God, than our common father Jacob, that you can pro-
¢ cure water for youriclf by fupernatural me:ans?—He
¢ was obliged to dig this well for the fupply of himfelf
¢ and his family; can you crcate water ”—-The mention
of Jacob as a progeanitor was highly proper in an.addrefs
to a Jew ; who might be fuppoled to reverence that pa- -
triarch in the highceft manner, as well as the Samaritans,
and could never be fulpelted guilty of the leaft difrefpect
to [o vencrable a name.

Fero 13, 14, Whefeever drinteth of this avatery, &c ]
¢ This watcr can alluy the pain of tuirl only for a littie
s while, becaule, thoughi it be drank ever fo plentifully, the

9 ¢ appetiie

~
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that I fhall give him (hall never thirft ; but the
water that I fhall give him fhall te in him a
well of water {pringing up into everlafting
life. '

15 The woman faith unto him, * Sir, give
me this water, that I thirt not, neither come
hither to draw.

16 Jefus faith unto her, Go, call thy huf-

- band, and come hither. ]
* 17 The woman anfwered and faid, I have
¥ Ch. 6. 26, 34- Jomes. 4. 3. 1Cor.2. 14. Pf 4. 6.
monger. ¢ Luke, 7. 16. & 24. 19. Ch. 6. 14. & 7. 4o0.

for Manafleh, a Jew:fh prieft, who had married his daugh.er.
69. & 87. 1,2. & 132. 13, 14.

t Gen.

Sr. JOHN:

8 Deut. 12.

" Cranlv,

no hufband. Jefus faid unto her, Thou hit
well faid, I have no-hufband :

18 For thou haft had * five hufbands;and
he whom thou now haft is not thy hufband:
in that faidft thou truly.

19 The woman faith unto him, Sir, T per.
ceive that thou art * a prophet.

20 -* Our fathers worfhipped in this moun-
tain; and ye fay, that in * Jerufalem is the
.place where men ought to worthip,

® Who, it feems, had d'varced her for whoredom, and now fhe lived with another shor.

12, 6. & 33. 18==20 | -re Sanballat had, <p mount Gerisim, built a teayie
5,11, 1Kings, 9. 3. 3Chr. 6. 6. &7. 12, 16. PL 48 1,3 &kp. i},

¢ appetite will return again; but whofoever drinketh of the
¢ water that I fhall give kim, fball never thirft ; fhall at no
¢ time be fubjet to any vehement painful f{enfations, ari-
¢ fing from unmortified irreyular appetites; but the water,
« &c. _/ball be in him a well of water, [pringing up into ever-
"¢ [afing life ; fhall yield him divine fatisfaétion now, and
¢ fhall be the fource of happinefs to the faithful to all

- & eternity in heaven; where they fhall feel none of the
¢¢ bodily appetites or wants fo troublefome to men in this
& life.” Thus Jefus, under the image of /living, or fpring
avater, taken from the well befide which he was fitting,
beautifully defcribed, as his manner was, the efficacy of
the influences of the Spirit of God ; for, as water quenches
thirft, fo thefe, by quicting the agitation, and cooling the
fervency of earthly defires, beget an unfpeakable inward
peace. By this image he alfo fet forth the plenitude and

- perpetuity of the celeftial joys, flowing from holy difpo-
fitions, produced by the influences of the Spirit of God.
For thefe, by an innate power, fatisfying all the capacities
and defires of the foul, render it fo completely happy, that
it is not able to form a wifh or a thought of any thing
better. ‘

Ver. 15. Sir, give me this water,] The woman ftill ig-
sorant of his {piritual meaning, and underftanding him
only of natural water, fays to him with great refpet, Sir,
Kigity Lord,—1 claim thy promife, Give me this water.
The title which the gives our Lord, though a Jew, and as
fuch eftcemed an inveterate enemy to her nation, indi-
cates great reverence and delicacy, which indeed is vifible
in her whole behaviour on this occafion.

Ver.18. He whom thou now baf?, is not thy bufband :] This
can imply no lefs than that fhe was not married to the
man fhe now lived with; for Chrift feems to have al-
Jowed the other five to have been hufbands, though her
feparation from fome of the former, and her marriage
with the reft, had probably been unlawful. '

Ver. 19. I perceive that thou art a prophet.] To find a
perfon who was a pcife& ftranger, and who, on account
of the national animofity, could not be fulpeted of hav-
ing any intercourfe with her townf{men, or with the Sa-
maritans in general, difcovering, neverthelefs, the moft
fecret particulars of her life ; made fo fenfible an impref.
fion on her mind, that fhe could got but confefs fuch a
degree of knawledge more than natural ; and, confequently,

that the perfon poffefled of it was a prophet, and had it
communicated to him by divine infpiration. It is worth
our while to trace the gradual progrefs of this woman's
convition : fhe at firft gives him the appellation of a Ja
only ; fhe then wonders that he fhould fo far havelaid
afide the prejudice of his nation, as to afk a favour of a
Samaritan ; {he next calls him Sir or Lord ; the trenace
knowledges his prophetic charater; and, in confequinct
of that perfuafion, propofes for his decifion one of the
moft important queftions in difpute between the two n-
tions. When the Pharifees were reproved by our Lord
for their hypocrify, they furioufly rejoined, He wasa &

maritany, and bad a devil; but when the Samaritan wo- |-

man heard her moft fccret fins thus difcovered, fhe was
fo far from recriminating, that fhe ‘cries out, Lord, Ipr-
ceive thou art a prophet.

Fer. 20. Our fathers worfbipped in this mountain ;] Whom
the woman meant by the appellation of fathers, is a point

much difputed: they who think that {ke meant the Ephraiz- |.

ites, from whom the Samaritans pretended their delcen,
hold that the mountain on which they worthipped wa
mount Ephraim, where was Shiloh, the feat of the taber-
nacle for feveral years. Another account, more generiliy
adopted, is to this effe& : Sanballat, by the permifion of
Alexander the Great, had built a temple upon mount Ge-
rizim, for Manafich his fon-in-law, who, for marryig
Sanballat’s daughter, was expelled from the priefthood,
and from ]cru?alem. See Neh. xiii, 28. This was th¢
place where the Samaritans ufed to worfhip, in oppofitor
to Jerufalem; and it was fo near Sichem, the fceneof
this hiftory, that a man’s voice might be heard from o®
to the other; Judges, ix. 7. Now as Gerizim was ¢
mount which the woman meant, it will eafily appear when
the meant by the futhers who avorfbipped there. Itisg
nerally known and acknowledged, that the Samantins
though a mixture of Jews and foreigners, pretended 0
derive their origin from the patriarchs, efpecially from
Abraham, Jacob, &c. Now it appears from {cripture, thet
Abraham and Jacob eretted altars in this place, wher
alfo the blefings were pronounced in the time of Jobu;
and it is probable, likewife, that it had been a place e
fecrated to religious worfhip by the inhabitants of Sichem.
S.e_,: Gen. xii, 6, 7. xxxiii, 18, 20, Deut. xi. 29, Job
viii. 33. : 7
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a1 Jefus faith unto her, Woman, believe
me, the hour cometh, * when ye fhall neither

Rt fhip the Father.
a0
rmar bty 3 Malno1n 1Tim2. 3.
i m‘,’oh;lt a.,';:] ke, 34 47.
Lt aps
ey ek
Vit b Per21. Woman, bilieve me, &c.] To underftand the
o gt " force of our Lord’s reply, it will be neceffary to recur to
0GR the origin of this difpute between the two nations. We
. . fhall firlt premife that Chrift waves the decifion of the
' 'f,mf':f':queﬂion put to him by the woman, and with good reafon ;
sOni 4.k for he was about to deftroy all local worfhip, by intro-
ducing a religion fuited to all climates, and to be obferved
in all nations of the world. To talk then of the prefer~
ence of this or that mountain, or to decide the point in
7. fed of bwwar favour of either, would have been inconfiltent with his
i by dre > dofrine.  This premifed, we obferve, that at the time of
the g,,fuiwlnthe migration of the Hebrews from Egypt, the whole
1 sk des world was funk into idolatry ; they alone were bleffed
ders tht ¢ - With the knowledge of the true God 5 yet even they were
/ s s 225 perpetually relapfing into the abfurdities of idol worfhip.
I+ bz dralaHence that load of peculiar ceremonies was impofed upon
‘ i, i them; tending particularly, amongft other wife purpofes,
o b iy to the keeping them pure from idolatry, to the feparating
iyt 4 e them from the worthip of the Pagan nations which fur-
. < rrefounded them, and to the confirming them in that of the
1wy tTue God : to this end the temple was built, and the wor-

. . ;+4hip eftablifhed at Jerufalem. Hither the whole nation
g“ rbuﬁ'm obliged to refort at ftated times, to prevent their re-
:2 .1 lapfe into idolatry . The Samaritans, who had divided from
“5"the Jews, had built a temple, partly for the fame ends, on
..omount Gerizim, where they periodically performed the
., ceremonies enjoified by the law. 'Thefe ceremonies, and
. this feparation of Jews from Gentiles, were defigned by
. Providence to be continued till the coming of Chrift, when
. a glorious change was to take place. The world was pre-
pared by higher degrees of knowledge for the reception of
""" the gofpel.  This was the hour appointed for the fun of
L’f righteoufnefs to arife : now was to be done away every
"~ circumftance and ceremony tending to keep up the former
" feparation ; nothing was to be eflablifhed, fave what con-
duced to a general union of mankind ; and the peculiar,
“the loca), and periodical worfhip of Jerufalem, was to be
fwallowed up in that more fpiritual difpenfation, which
was defigned to produce univerfal peace and love. In
his view, we have only to read over the paflage before us,
o difcover at once its meaning and propriety.

Ver. 22. Ye awor/bip ye know not what :] The Samaritans
orfhipped the true God, and feem to have had as juft
‘tons of his perfections in general as the Jews; for
y drew them from the five books of Mofes, the autho-
of which they acknowledged. If fo, the meaning of
claufe in the original, can hardly be what our verfion
lixed to it, Xe aor/Bip ye know not what ; but its pro-
ranflation feems to be, Ye wor/bip the Deity whem ye
t know ; viz. << by any revelation which he has made
himfelf to you,”’—the words 1o Seov, the Deity, be-
nderftood, <¢ Whereas we Jews worflip the Deity,
Ewm ;ve know ; viz. by arevelation which he has made
Lo . °

s

s dd

JOHN.

"2 iy this mountain, nor yet at Jerufalem, wor-'

7 2 Kings, 17 29, 41 AQs, 14. 16. & 17. 23, 30.
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22 7 Ye worfhip ye know not what: we
* know what we worfhip; for falvation is of

the Jews.
23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when

® Pl 147, 39. Rom. 3. 2. &9. 4,5 Heb. 7. 1‘4.

b __]

¢ of himfelf to us ;—for falvation is of the Fews :—What
¢ knowledge you have of falvation, as well as the authot.
¢ of falvation, cometh, by your own confeflion, from us;
¢ —you have your religion from us.” If the reader
thinks that this interprctation makes too great a fupple-
ment neceflury, let him look to the following paflages,
particularly the words inferted in italics merely by the
tranflators, as they ftand in the common verfion: Mark,
vii. 4, 11. Luke, vi. 22.  John, i. 8. ix. 1. xv. 25. and
particularly John, xviii. 28. where the original words Ja’
hva paywas 10 waxa, muft be rendered, But ftood without,
1hat they might eat the paffover. Thefe examples prove, that
the elliptical ftile is familiar to St. John; and the one laft
mentioned is na lefs peculiar than that which may be fup
pofed in the paflage under confideration. See alfo 2 Thefl.
ii. 3. where the words, zhat day fhall not come, are necef-
farily fupplied in our language by our tranflators. Some
indeed give our Lord’s words a more eafy fenfe, thus:
¢« Since God has declared that Jerufalem is the place of
¢¢ offering facrifices acceptably, ye worfhip him without
¢¢ juft conceptions of him, when you fancy he has chofen
¢ Gerizim.” Yet it may be doubted whether the error
of the Samaritans concerning the place of worfhip, would
be reckoned by our Lord as a fufhcient reafon for faying
of them, that they eworfbipped they knew not what. There
are others who would paraphrafe the whole paffage thus:
¢ As you take me for a prophet, believe me, that the oc-
¢¢ cafion of this difpute about the place of worlhip, will
¢ foon be removed ; facrifices, now offcred at both places,
¢ fhall ere long ceafe for ever; a new difpenfation will
¢ be opened, which will require the true difciples of it to
¢ worthip in all places; every where offering up their
¢ hearts to God, and difpofed to obey him in all things,
¢ When your anceftors came into this land, they knew
¢ not the manner of Ged’s worfhip; and indeed knew
s not God himfelf: And even you, though better ine
¢ ftrulted, are yet, in both refpeéts,defetive in your know-
¢ ledge. Knowledge is more abundant with us the peo-
¢« ple of the Jews; and from among the Jews cometh
¢ falvation, by reafon of the Mefliah’s birth among them,
¢ who is to introduce this nsw difpenfation, and to ren-
¢ der a temple unneceflary, either on Gerizim, or at Je-
¢ rufalem.”

Ver. 23. But the bour cometh,] The thing you are chiefly
concerned to know is, that a difpenfation of religion is
now beginning, under which all languages, countries, and
places being fanctified, men are to worthip God, not in
Jerufalem, but in fpiri¢ ; by offering the facrifice, not of
beafts, but of themfelves; to love and obey him in all
things, which is the truth of worfhip; the thing fignified
by every facrifice and fervice enjoined in the law, and
what alone was acceptable to the Father, even under the
legal difpenfation. See Ch. i. 14. 17. :

sG - Ver.
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the * true worfhippers fhall worfhip the Father ~ 28 * The woman then left her water-po,
in fpirit and in truth: for the Father fecketh and went her way into the city, and faith 1
fuch to worfhip him. ' . the men, ' ' '

24 " God #s a Spirit: and they that wor- 29 " Come, fee a man, which told me 4
thip him muft worfhip 4/m in {pirit and in things that ever I did: is mot this the Chrift?
truth. . 30 ' Then they went out of the city, af

25 The woman faith unto him, 1 know that came unto him.
< Meffias cometh, which is called Chrift: when 31 9 Inthe mean while his difciples prayed

he is come, he will tell us all things. him, faying, Mafter, eat.
26 Jefus faith unto her, ¢ I that fpeak unto 32 But he faid unto them, * { have mex
thee am Ae. to eat that ye know not of.

27 4 © And upon ‘this came his difciples, 33 ' Thercfore faid the difciples one to
and f marvelled that he talked with the wo- another, Hath any man brought him ought 1
man: yet no man faid, What feckeft thou ? or, eat?

Why talkeft thou with her? 34 Jelus faith unto them, ™ My meatis to
s Phil. 3. 3. Rom.1. 9. .26, 8,9. Pf 62. 8. Heb 10. 23. b aCor.3. 17. 1 Tim. 1. 17. Rom. 1, 9. Phil. 3. 3. ¢ Choroy,
49. Dam.g. 24~—26. If. 42. 1. & 11. 2, 3. &61. 1—3. Prov. 1. 20~23. Deut. 18. 15—18. Ver. 29, 39. 4 Ch. 6. 69. & 9. 37. k0. 56,
26. ¢ Gen. 35. 13. Luke,24. 21, f Luke, 7. 39. Ver. g. ¢ Phil. 3. 7—9. Mat.1g. 27,29. Ver. 7. Song, 5. 10. AQs, 0. 34
& 21. 13. "'Ch. 1. 42. Pf 34. 8. & 66. 16. Rev. 22. 17. Song, 2. 11. & §. 10—16. Ver. 18—25. ! Gen. 40. 10, If 11, 10. & ;.
6. & €o. 8. & 45. 22,23, Pl 22. 27. &68. a2. % Job,23. 12. Pl 19. 10. & 30. 8. Ver. 34. Ch. 6. 38.  Wiat, 26. 6—9. Lukeyg,
-45. Ch.12. 16, & 3. 13. ™ Pl 40. 8. Ch.17. 4. & 6. 38. with If. 61. 1—3. Luke,19. 10. Jt delights my foul to convest thefe Samariuacs.

Ver: 24. God is a Spirity &c.] As a further anfwer to it with fuccefs; the meannefs of his condition being no
‘the woman’s queftion, our great Teacher dclivered a doc-  way inconfiftent with the prophetical charaGer. Wemy
trine which may juitly be called his own, as it exhibits an  jult obferve, that the words which is called Chriff, fhoud
idea of the Suprcme Being, and of the worfhip due to be in a parenthefis; they being the words of the evangs
him, far more fublime than the beft things which the phi- /i, not of the woman.

Jofophers have faid on that fubjed. God is a Spirit, &c. Ver. 26. 1 that fpeak unto thee am be.] That Chrift wis
« God is the fupreme mind or intelligence, who by one very cautious of acknowledging himfclf to be the pro-
“ a& fees the thoughts of all other intelligences, and mifed Mefliah, in his converfation with the Fews,is very
¢t therefore may be worthipped in every place. And the apparent. ‘L'he reafon for that cautien has bzen frequently

¢ worfhip of God muft partake of his nature: his nature explained in this commentary, and is intimated in the fore- -

% is {piritual 5 Lis worfkip fhould be fo likewife. Faith going note, together with his reafons for a&iig otherwile
& and love, thercfore, conttitute the true {piritual worfhip  at prefent.
¢ which we owe to the Supreme Being, and which can~ Ver. 27. Talked avith the woman :] The wonder of the
« not but be acceptable to him, wherever offered.” difciples was railed by their Lord’s talking with a Sumari-
Ver. 25. 1 know that Meffias cometh,] ‘This, as well as  tan aoman. .
ver. 29. and 42. plainly.proves, both that the Samaritans Ver. 28,29. The woman them left ber awator-pst, &
expe€ied the Mcfhuh, and that they concluded he would When the woman heard Jefus call himfelf the Mefih,
be a prophet. ‘Ihe gencral expe@ution which now pre- fhe fet down her pitcher, and ran into the city, whire
wvailed, that a great prince was to arife in Judea, together fhe publithed the news in the ftreets, and defired all fie
with Mofes’s prophefy concerning him, conftrained the met to go with her, and fee him, affuring them that he
Samaritans to a right fentiment with refpect to the Mef-  had told her the principal occurrences of her life; o
£ial’s natien: for though they contended that the true place  ftrong an impreflion had that circumftance made upon
‘of acceptable worthip was in their country, they did not  her mind. The fulnefs of her conviétion, and the haie
aflume the honour of being progenitors of the dcliverer of fhe was in to communicate the joyful news to her cour
markind. They feem alfo to have formed fome juft, though trymen, place her in an amiable light. She was focer
© partial, ideas of the Mefliah’s character. His kingly dig-  tain that our Lord was the Mefliah, that fhe ran to ol
nity being chiefly deferibed in the prophetical books, which  others, that they might be convinced likewife. What3s
‘they are faid to have rejected, they confidered him only  contraft-is therc between this woman and the Jews!
as a Saviour, ver. 42. and a prophet or teacher, according far werce tkey from bringing others to him, that they hin-
to Maofes’s defcription of him, Gen. xxii. 18. Decut. xviit. dered them from coming, when-defirous to do fo. It
18. Sece alfo Neh. vii. 65. Hence the woman, {peaking  refpe? we fhould imitate the Samavitan avonin.
-of the Meiliah, faid, TFhen be ‘is comey be will tell us all — Ver. 31—34. In the mean while bis difcipics prayed bim}
-things ; and therefore while our Lord induftrioufly avoided While thefe things were doing, the difciplcs fet the m*
the title of Mcflinh among the Fews, he without fcruple  which they had ‘boughe, before their Malter; but he r-
difcovered himicif to the Sumaritansy becaufe he could-do garded it not, though he then food much in nee?h(x’nf Iee
: I ‘ frefhment
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.Woma'um@&, do the will of him that {ent me, and to finifth
B g pork, - S

35 Say not ye, There are yet four months,
\e’{x,”f“'m and then cometh harveft ? behold, I fay
itk g you, Lift up your eyes, and look on
iy wcis the fields; * for they are white already to
L harvet,

emernii: 46 ° And he that reapeth receiveth wages,
Mdna.  and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: * that
il uno e both he that foweth and he that reapeth may
| komd rejoice together, )
e il k% 37 And herein is that faying true, One
kG aaf mands

* Mt g. 37. Luke,10. 2. Ver. 0. Mut. 11. 12,
. P Heb. 11. 40. Rev.13. 20.
3 :p .10, 12. Rom. 15. 4. ¢ Alls, ii. xili. & 26. 22, 23. & 28. 23.

-’-':b LRI 1i3E, “g1. 36, Mat. 15, 2428, 2Cor. 6 3,2. Luke, 19. g, 30. Mat. 7. 7.

St. JOHN.

Luke, 7. 29. & 16. 16,
9 Als, 2. 41. & 4 4, 32. & 5. 14. & 6. 7. :
* Gen. 49. vo. If. 11. 19. & 35. 1. & 60. 3. with Ver.2g,4a.
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foweth, and another reapeth.

38 ¢ I fent you to reap that whereon ye be-
ftowed no labour: " other men laboured, and
' ye are entered into their labours,

39 § * And many of the Samaritans of that
city believed on him for the faying of the
woman, which teftified, He told me ail that

“ever I did.

40 So " when the Samaritans were come
unto him, they belought him that he would
tarry with them: and he abode there two
days. '

® Mat. 0. 16. 2 Tim. 4. 7,8. n’;‘heﬂ'. 2. 19, 20. Roem. 1.
T 2Chr. 36. 15. Jer. 44. 4. Alls, 10, 43.. 7 Peten,

S Gom
John, 16. 24.

v Rmne B
o (e ‘
, 1.4 e % frehment. He was wholly intent on the duties of his
"'L;"'é 4 “ . miffion, preferring them to his neceflary food. Hence,
";mw’,um when his dilciples entreated him to eat, he told them, that
" be hud meat to eat which they knew nothing of ; meaning the
fatisfaction that he was about to receive from the converfion

of the Samaritans ; for meat is often ufed in the Jewith writ-

i35 ings to fignify that which fatisfies the defires of the foul,
i as well as the wants of the body. Hence alfo our Lord
fays, ver. 34. % My meat, my true fatisfaction, and beft

A
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e  refrefhment, is 2o do the awill of him: that fent me,—and
% 1o finifb bis awork as faft as poflible, in the converfion of

2,555 # fouls, and in the propagation of his kingdom; and I

b,’ﬂg L

i « with pleafure can affure yor, that it is now going o
- # fuccefsfully.” See the next note. . ‘
iy Ver.3g. Say not ye, There are yet four months, &c.]
- Whitby, Grotius, and many others, underftand this as if
.. our Lord had faid, ¢ It is a proverbial expreflion for the
Cu encouragement of hufbandmen, that there are but four
.~ ¢ months between feed-time and harveft.” The author
17 of the tranflation of 1729 renders it, ¢ You commonly

" fay, The other four months, and the harveit will come.”
.. And'indecd the paflage itfelf is an iambic verie, and fhould

. be read thus :

YEri zelpapnvivy x'o Sepiopos ioxerai:

Which, joined to the reafons arifing from the text, proves
that the paffage is proverbial. Itis taken from the time
vhich commonly intervenes between fowing and reaping,
nd fignifies, that after having ufed the means of pro-
wring a thing, the effe€ muft not be expeted to follow
| on a fudden, but muft be waited for with patience.
r Lord told his difciples, that in the prefent cafe, they
ld not apply that proverb, becaufe, if they would lift
cheir eyes, they would jfee the fields awhite already to har-
; that is, would fee a multitude, coming in a fit dif-
fonz to believe (fee ver. 30—42.), notwithftanding the
had been fown but asn hour or two before; fo that he

what was his proper food to eat,—a convenient op-'

nity of doing the will of him that fent him, and of
ing his work. Probably, when our Saviour faid, Lif¢
wur eyes and look om the fieldsy &c. he might ftreich

forth his hand, and point to the Samaritars, who were
now coming from the city 'to him, on the rcport of the
woman. This appears to be the true meaning of the
paflage, which is by no means to be taken in a literal
fenfe. -

Ver. 36—38. Aud be that reapeth, &c.] As the difciples.
laboured together with our Lord in this fpiritual harveft,
—to encourage them, he put them in mind of the reward.
The paffage fhould be read as follows: ¢« He that reapeth
¢ and gathereth the fruit [of fouls] unto life eternal ; he that
¢¢ conducts others into heaven (alluding to the gathering
¢ of reaped corn into barns) fuch a perfon—receiveth
¢ wages ; that both he that foweth, and he that reapeth, may
¢ rejoice together ; mamely, in the reward beftowed.on
¢ them, the pleafure of which will be increafed by their
¢« joint participation of it.” Our Lord then proceeds
to apply another proverb, ver. 37. 'The words, whereon
ye beflowed no labsur, ver.38. mean, ¢ no labour of fow-
¢ ing 3” Other men laboured, namely, in fowing the feeds
of picty and holinefs among the Jews, and thereby exe
pofed themfelves to-grear perfecutions, (he meant the
prophets of old ;=) ““and ye are entered into their labours,
¢« —nto the field on which their labour had been care-
¢« fully employeds” s v xrov asrwv.—Conp.. 2 Cor.
X. 15. % Yec are employcd to reap that, which they with
¢ great dithculty fowed; for ye are gathering into the
¢ kingdom of heaven thofe, who, by the writings of the -
¢¢ prophets and the grace of God, having been imbued
¢ with a fenfe of piety and virtue, are prepared for ene
¢ tering into it.” This application of the proverb, ona
Soweth and ansther reapeth, docs not imply any difcontent
in the perfons who fow without rcaping, as it feems ta
do in common ufe; for the fower and the reaper are re
prefented as rejoicing together in the rewards of this fpi«
ritual hufbandry. :

Ver. 39, 40. And many of the Samaritans—believed]
Many of the Samaritans had been fo ftruck with the ac~
eount which the woman gave of Jefus, that they believed
him to be the Meffiah on her teftimony. Accordingly,
being come to him, they begged him to take up his re-
fidence in 'their city. Jefus, in compaflion to their wants

5G2 and
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41 * And many more believed becaufe of
his own word ; - '

42 And faid unto the woman, * Now we
believe, not becaufe of thy faying: for we
have heard Aim ourielves, and know that
“ this is indced the Chrift, the Saviour of the
world. : :

43 9 *Now after two days he departed
thence, ® and went into Galitee.

. 44 For Jefus himfelf teftified, thata pro-
phet hath no honour in his own country.

45 < Then when he was come into Ga-

2 If. 42. v, 6. & 60. 8. Rom. 15. 8—12, 16. 7 Gen. 49. 10.

JOHN'

Ch. 17. 8.
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lilee, the Galileans received him, having feeq
* all the things that he did at Jerufalem at the
feaft : for they. alfo went unto the feaft,

46 So Jefus came again into  Cana of Gy
lilee, where he made the water wine. Ang
there was a certain.‘ nobleman, whofe fon wa
fick at Capernaum.”

47 When he heard that Jefus was come
out of Judea into Galilee, he went unto hin,
and ® befought him that he would come down

and heal his fon: for he was at the point of
death.

* 1 John, 4 14. & 2. 2. Mat. 18. 11. &120. 28, &18 1,

. Luke, 3. 11, 32. &19. 10. Mark,16. 15, 16. Ch. 3. 14—18. & 6. 37. 1 John, 4. 14. * Mat. 15. 24. Rom. 15. 3. * M,
:g & :3“’:5:_ '(;:uke’, 3. 24, 398. Mark, 6,’4, Ch. 7. 1. ¢ Mat. 4. 23, 24. Mark, 1. 14. Lukf, 4 31, 32. 4 Ch, a, 13—25. Luk,
13: 1. Exod. 23. 14=—17. & 34. 23. Deut. 16. 1. ¢ Joth. 19. 23. Ch. 2. 1=—11. ! Or courtiery or ruler. Mat. g. 18. SPLy. g
Hof. 5. 35. Mat. g. 18, & 15, 22. & 17. 14, 15. Pl 50. 15, Mat. 7. 7.

-

and defires, complied fo far as to ftay with them two days ;
which was a proper medium between his entirely neglet-
ing them, and the giving them fo much of his time and
company as would have broken in upon the defign of his
journey into Galilee. During the time of his ftay, the
difcourfes which our Lord delivered were attended with
great power, as appeared by their fuccefs : for they brought
many of the Sycharites to believe on him as the Mef-
ﬁa};;m 41, 42. And many more believed] This was the more
extraordinary, as they not only had a natural prejudice
againft him as a Jew; but, living near mount Gerlglm, had
a particular intereft in maintaining the ufual worthip there,
which muft have been very advantageous to the neighbour-
hood in a temporal point of view. Perhaps on this they
would no longer worfhip there, which might irritate the
velt of the Samaritans, and might in part excite the ill
ufage which Chrift afterwards met with in this country.
Luke, ix. §2, 53. It is obfervable, that the Samaritan woa
man exprefled her expetation of the Mefliah ; that Jefus
made a clear declaration to her of his being fo; that the
believed him ta be fo; that fhe went haftily into Sychar,
full of the interelting difcovery; that at the importunate
requeft of the inhabitants, Chrift continued in the town
at the foot of Gerizim for two days; and that many of
the Samaritans, through divine grace, were fuch candid
judges, fo ingenuoufly difpofed to embrace the truth, that

without the cogency of miracles they confeffed, #We have

' bim ourfelvesy, and know that this is indeed the Chriff,
:;:rgaviaur off the world ; a confeflion of faith higher by
fome degrees, as Dr. Lightfoot remarks, than the Je\{vs’
common creed concerning the Mefﬁa_h; for they held him
only for a Saviour of the Jewifh nation: .whence we may
fee how deeply and cordially thefe Samantaps !Iad'drunk
in the water of Jife, fo as to acknowledge Chrift in his pro-
per charaéter.  Probably the Samaritans might have col-
le&ed from Gen. xlix. 10. that Chrift was to. be. the Sa-
wviour of the world ; that the Gentiles were to receive fome
benefit from the Mefhiah’s coming, and one way or other

to. be fubjected to him; and our Lord’s difcourfe might

confirm that apprehenfion : but there is no reafon atali
to believe, that they perfe@tly underftood the dorine of
the calling of the idolatrous Gentiles, which was fo looga
myftery even to the apoftles themfelves.

Ver. 44. For Jefus bimfelf teflified, &c. Tt is plain that
this is fpoken as the reafon why he rather chofe to travel
into thofe parts of Galilee, than to go dire&ly to Nazaret,
which is particularly called bis own country, in diftingtion

* from Galilee, and even from Capernaum. Luke, iv. 23,

The time when Jefus made the teftimony in this verfe, s
not limited ; for the tenfe of the verb vpnm, teflifed,
is ufed in a vague fenfe, and applied t:‘:ﬁngs paft, pre.
fent, and future; the teftimony therefore might have been
given fome time after, witheut the leaft impeachment of
the facred hiftorian’s order. See Matth. xiii. 57.

Ver. 45. Then—the Galileans yeceived himy] That is,
treated him courteoufly, and attended his miniftry with2
difpofition to believe. See Ch. ii. 23. iii. 2. and Luke,
v, 14, 1.

Ver. 46. There was a certain nobleman,]. Though Herod
was only zetrarch of Galilee, yet he was commonly di-
tinguifhed by the title of king; and as Capernaum layin
his dominions, this perfon was probably a nobleman of
fome diftin€tion belonging to his court; for this is the
proper fignification of the original Bacwmxss, which the
Syriac and Arabic verfions render, a miniffer or fervant
the king ; and many have conjectured, that the perfon who
is here fpoken of was Chuza, Herod’s fteward, whoie
wife is thought to have been converted on this occafion,
and to have become henceforth an attendant upon Chrft
See Luke, viii. 3.

Ver. 47. He—bofinght him that he awould come dews)
Though this nobleman’s faith in our Lord’s miraculoss
power was certainly very great, for he came at leaft ady’
Jsourney acrofs the country to him,—which may be fairly in-
ferred from ver. §2.as well as from the accounts which the

* beft geographers.give us of the fituation of Cana and Caper-

naum j—jyet it is plain, that it was not equal to that of
many others. mention:d in the gofpels; for he zppears ©
have thought it neceffary that Jefus fhould be pC;l;Z}:S:Y

)
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48 Then faid Jefus unto him, * Except ye
ce figns and wonders, ye will not believe. "
49 The nobleman faith unto him, Sir,
come down ere my child die.
5o Jefus faith unto him, * Go thy way;
y fon liveth. - And the man ' believed the
ord that Jefus had fpoken unto him, and he
ent his way. o
51 And as he was now going down, his
vants met him, and told bim, faying, ™ Thy
liveth,

N

Cor. 1.22. A@ls;2. 22, Ch.a. 18, ~ 1 Ch. 11, 21, 32, 37. Mark, 5. 35, 34.
Mat. 8. 13. & 15. 29.
? InCana. Ch.2. 1—12.

far. 8. 13. & 9. 22. & 15. 28. = Pl 71. 20

Mark, 9. 23.
18. 8. Gen.18. 19 Joh. 24. 15.

‘ St. J O HN.
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" 52 Then inquired he of them the hour
when he began to amend. And they 1aid
unto him, Yefterday at the feventh hour the
fever left him. ,

53 So the father knew that i# was at the
fame hour in the which Jefus * faid unto him,
Thy fon liveth: ° and himfelf believed, and
his whole houfe.

54 This 75 again the fecond miracle zba?
Jefus did, * when he was come out of Judea
into Galilee.

* Mark, 2. 9. & 3. 5.
® Pt 107. 20. & 33. 9.

P Ch.11. 25. AQs, 14-
° A&s, 16. 535

t, if he were inclined to grant his petition, and per-
the cure. ,

. 48. Except ye fee figns, &c.] Jelus faid #o him, and
m that wcre about him, ¢ [ perceive that though
Samaritans {hewed fo great a regard to my word,
o believe without the cogency of miracles, (fee on
41.) yet unlefs you fee with your own eyes fome
rkable and repeated miracles, you awill not believe ;)"
by jultly reproving him and them for that mixture
cion and flownefs of faith which he difcerned in
nds. See the preceding note. It feems neceflary
fe fome fuch reference, to illuftrate the juftice of
oof ; for in the general it was very reafonable to
hat Chrift would work miracles in proof of his
ifion, as he himfelf plainly intimates elfewhere.
xv. 24. Poflibly the perfon now applying to him,
ve made a declaration, that he would never be-
h things till he faw them with his own eyes.
sht mean, by this refle€ion, to humble him, to
“a {pecimen of his extraordinary knowledge as
wer, and thus to give increafe and flrength to

50. The nobleman faith unto bim, &c.] Weak as
as, the nobleman urged only parental affetion,
to prefs the matter to the utmoft ; and there-
ut any explication or apolopy refpecting our
-oof, he entreats him to come down ere bis child
~ that the cafe was fo extrcme, that a delay
tended with the moft fatal confequences ; but
an tdea that Chrift, as the Lord of life as weil
, could as eafily remedy thofe confequences,
on.  Fefus, upon this,—fully to convince the
" his omnipotence, and to {hew that it was
for him, who could fpeak, and it was done, to
to accompliifh the cure,—fays to him, ¢« Go
me 3 thy fon liveth; at the inftant I am fpeak-
» he 1is recovered from his illnefs.” There is
narkable and fublimely ftriking in our Lord’s
yubt they had their influence upon this man’s
vead, that bke believed the avord which Fefus
¢t away without any further importunity,
| never feen or heard of a parallel cafe. It

, that he had heard of Chrift’s miracles ; but

this is the firlt recorded in which he eured the patient
at a diftance,

Ver. 52. Yufterday at the feventh houry, &c.] That is; it -
left him all of a fudden 5 fo that being reftored to perfec®
health in an inftant, the whole family knew that he was
miraculoufly cured, and particularly the nobleman himfelf,
who, by the time of the cure, perceived that it happened
at the very moment that Jefus had pronounced it. ,

Ver. 54. The fecond miracle] Some render it, A fecond. "
Others tranflate it, Tkis fecond miracle Fefus performed, when
he came out of Fudea ; for it is manifeft that the words muik.
be tzken with ‘this limitation, as Chrift had Wrought many
miracles in other places.

Inferences drawn from the cure of the ruler’s fon, ver,

" 46—54. The divine mercies are as comfortable in their

iffue, as in themfelves; feldom or ever do bleflings go
alone : where our Saviour fupplied the bridegroom’s. wine,
there he heals the ruler’s fon : he had not in ali the coafts
of Galilee done any miracle but there. .

We do not find Chrift often attended with nobility ; here
he is : it was fome noted courtier that was now a fuitor te
him for his dying fon: earthly greatnefs is no defence
againft affliCtions: we men pay homage to the mighty;.
difeafe and death know no faces of lords or monarchs:
could thefe be bribed, they would be too rich: why fhould
e murmur at not being privileged, when we fee thag
there is no indulzence toward the greateft ? -

‘This.noble ruler liftens to hear of Chrift’s return inte
Galilee. Happy was it for him that his fon was fick ; he
would not perhaps otherwife have been acquainted with
his Saviour: his foul might have continued fick of igno-.
rance and unbelief. Why does our God fend us paim,
loflzs, oppofition, but that he may be fought to-? Are we
affli&ted,—whither fhould we go, but to Cana, to feeck
Cbrift # Whither but to the Cana of heaven, where oug
water of forrows fhall be changed into the wine of gladnefs ;
to that omnipotent Phyfician, who healeth all our infirmi-
ties ; that we may at once fay, It is gsod for me that I was
qﬁiﬂt’d. - )

It was about a day’s journey from Capernaum te Cana ;
thence did this courtier come hither for the cure of his
fon’s fever. 'What pains even the greateft can be content

to.
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ofusy on the fabbath-day, cureth’ him that was difeafed eipht
) d 19

and thirty years : the Jews therefore cavil and perfecite him

Jor it s he anfwereth for bimflf, and repriveth them ;

fhewing by the teflimony of bis Heavenly Father, of Sobn, of

bis auorksy and of the feripturesy awho be is.
[Anno Domini 31.]

FTER * this there was a feaft of the
. Jews, and Jefus went up to Jerufalem.

® Lev. 23. 2. Deut. 16. 1. Num. 28. 16. Exod. 23. 14—17. & 34. 23.  Heb. 10. 25.

&22. 9 * Houfe of mercy. ¢ 1 Kings, 13. 4. Mark, 3. 1,4.
of the laft types of Chrift, and his gofpel, as healing difeafed finners, .

JOHN :

Crar. V.

2 Now there is at Jerufalem by the thesp
* market a © pool, which is called in the H.
brew tongue * Bethefda, having five porches,

3 In thefe lay a great multitude of impo.
tent folk, of blind, halt, * withered, waiting
for the moving of the water.

4 For an angel went down at a certain fea
fon into the pool, and troubled the water:
° whofoever then firft after the troubling of

b Or gate, Neh. 3. 1. & 12. 39. LR (4 X
€ Zcch. 13, 1. & 14. 8. Rev. 2. 1, 2,137. This healing pool wasoze

to take for bodily health I —No way i3 long, no labour is
tedious to the defirous. Our fouls are fick of a fpiritual

. fever, labouring under the cold fit of unbeiicf, and the hot

fit of felf-love; and we fit ftill at home, and fee them
languifh unto death. .

This  ruler was necither faithlefs nor faithful; had he
been quite faithlefs, he had not taken fuch pains to come
to Chrift. Had he been faithful, he had not made this
fuit to Chrift, when he was come, ver. 47. 49. Come dowwn,
end heal my fon ere b die.

« Come down ;” as if Chrift could not have cured him
abfent ; * ere he die;”—as if that power could not have
raifed him being dead : How great a difference was there
between the centurion (Matt. viii.  Luke vii.) and the ru-
ler | The one came for his fervant, the other for his fon.
This fon was not more above the fervant, than the faith
which fued for the fervant, furpafled that which fued for
tie fon: the one can fay, Aafler, come mot under my roof,
Jor Lam not wirthy ; only [peak the word, and my fervant
Jhall be awhcle.  The other can only fay, ¢ Mafter, either
¢ come under my roof, or my fon cannot be whole.”
Heal my fen, had been a good {uit 3 for Chrift is the only
phyfician for all difeafes; but, come down and heal him,
was to teach God how to work.

‘There is good reafon why he fhould challenge the right
of prefcribing to us, who are every way his own: it is
prefumption to limit him to our forms. What expert
workman can endure to be taught by a novice  how much
Iefs fhall the all-wife God be dire€ted by his creatures !
This is more egregious, than if the patient fhould take
upon him to give a recipe to his phyfician: that God
would give us grace, is a becoming fuity but to fay,
s¢ Give it me by profperity,” isa faucz motive.

As there is faithfulnefs in defiring the end, fo is there a
modefty and patience in referring the means to the author.
In fpiritual things, God hath acquainted us with the means
whereby he will work even his own facred ordinances:
upon thefe, becaufe they have his own promife, we may
call abfolutely for a blefling. In all others, there is no
realon that beggars fhould be choofers. He who doth
whatfoever he will, muft do it how he will: it is for us
to receive, not to appoint.

He who came to complain of his fon’s ficknefs, hears of
his own ; except ye fee figns and awonders, (ver. 48.) ye will
* iot believe. This nobleman, probably, was of Capernaum :

there had Chrift often preached ; there was one of ks
chief refidences 5 either this man had heard our Saviour
often, or might have fo done. Incredulity was the con.
mon difeafe of the Jews; which no receipt could hei,
but wonders. A.wicked and adultercus generation feeketh
Jigns.  Had they not been wilfully gracelefs, there wi
already proof enough of the Mefliah : the miraculous con-
ception and life of the forerunner, Zachary’s dumbnefs,
the atteftation of angels, the appearance of the ftar, the
journey of che fages, the vifion of the (hepherds, the teft-
monies of Anna and Simeon, the propheiies fulfilled, the
voice from heaven at his baptifm, the divine words which
he fpake :—and yet, they muft have all made up with m
racles ; which though he be not unwilling to give at hi
own time, he will not be tied to at theirs. Not to be-
lieve without figns, was a fign of ftubborn hearts.

It was a fond  fault and a dangercus one; ¥e will mt
believe,  'What js it that fhall condemn the world, but un-
belief ? What can condemn us without it? No fin wil
condemn the penitent believer ; where then true faith is
there can be no condemnation.

Oh what fhall become of us, who reel and fall in the
cleareft funihine that ever looked forth from heaven upon
any people ! Be thou merciful unto our fins, O God, and
fay any thing of us, rather than, Ye 2will not belicve.

Our Lord tells this nobleman ¢f his unbeiict: he fecls
not himfelf fick of that difeafe: ail his mind is on ki
dying fon.—Yet, O the mecknels and mercy of this Lamd
of God! when we might have expeéied that he would
have punifhed this fuicor for not beiicving, he condefeen's
to him, that he may believe, ver. 0. G #y way ; thfs
hiveth. X we fhould meafure our hopes by our own wor
thinefs, there could be no expeQtation of bleflings; bu:
if we meafure them by 4is bounty and compailion, ther
can be no doubt of prevailing. As fome tender mothe,
who gives the breaft to her unquict child, inftead of th
rod, fo frequently deals the Saviour of finners with ow
perverfenefies.

How evidently doth God diftinguifh men according t0
the genuine living faith which they have in him! The ccntt-
rion’s Jervant was fick, io was the ruler’s Jon ; the cenite
rion does not fue to Chrift to cume ; he only fays, ify
Jervant is fick of the palfy : Chritt anfwers him, I will am
and heal bim.  The ruler fues to Chrift, that he woul
come and keal Lis fon ; Chrift will not go; he only fl?
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the water flepped in wae made whole of what-
foever difeafe he had

T AQs, 3. 2.

. JOHN.

743

's And a certain man was there, which bad
an infirmity  thirty and eight years.

Luke, 13. 16. Ch.g. 1,123,

b

——

o thy way ; thy m liveth : outward things carry no refpeét
ith God 3 the image of that divine majefty {hmmg in-
ardly in the graces of the foul, is that which wins love
m him, in the meaneft efhtc the centurion’s faith,
refore, could do more than the ruler’s greamefs 5 and
t fuithful man’s fervant has more regard, than this great
n's fon.
he ruler’s requeft was, ‘come and heal ; Chrift’s anfwer
y Go tly way ; thy fn liveth, How fwect]y does he cor-
our pr‘ners' and while he does not give us what we
he gives us better than we could hope to obtain.
itly doth he forbear to go down with this ruler, left
ould confirm him in an opinion of meafuring his
r by conceits of locality and diftance; but he “doth
in abfence, for which his prefence was required with
ulfe; thy fon liveth; giving a greater demonftration
: omnipotcncy than was dcfired : how often doth he
 to hearken to our wil/, that he may hear us to our
age ! T'he believer fomcnmes would be rid of tempt-
—he hears of a fupply of grace; the fick man atks
he receives patience : let us atk what we zhink beft 5
give what he knows beft.
1 one word doth Chrift heal two patients, the fon
father ; the fon’s fever, -the father’s unbelief : that
e word of our Saviour was not without the inten-
a trial.  Had not the ruler gone home fatisfied
t intimation of his fon’s life and recovery, neither
had been blefled with fuccefs; now the news of
nce meets him one half of the way; and he that
omewhat ere he came, and more when he went,
nore faith in the way; and when he came home,
1is faith to all the fkirts of his family A weak
be true, but a true faith is growing: he that
y full ftature in the firft moment of his afcent,
e, but he does not bclicve.
nen cannot want clients ; their example fways
“authority more: they cannot go to either of
orlds alone : in vain do #hey pretend to power
, who -labour not to.draw .their families to

7ONS.‘—1ift, Judea being now become a dan-
le, through the malice of the Pharifees, our
into Galilee, that he might be farther removed
'm, where his bitter enemies chiefly refided :
r in Judea having been very fuccefsful, and
1des having followed him, who were ad.
ptifm -into the number of his profefiing dif-
w the wicked defigns that his Pharifaical ene-
ned, on the information which they reccived
growing fameand intereft among the people;
ceeded ‘Johnin his popularity and number of
herefore was rto be apprehended as a more
1 than the Baprift ; though, in fome particus
mation given ‘to the Pharifees feems to be
is not.probable that they-who were baptized

by the difciples of Jefus, were more than thofe whem
John had baptized ; fo it is certain, that Jefus baptized not,
but his dilciples, maintaining the dignity of his charatter,
as fent to baptize with the Holy Ghoft, and far fuperior to
John, or any others : this alfo might have been defigned
to remove all emulation from his dilciples, which might
arife, if he baptized fome, and his fervants others; or to
fhew, that the validity of the ordinance depended not on
the worthinefs of the miniftry, but on his blefling and in-
ftitution.  Note; (1.) The enemies of the gofpel are ever
envious and exafperate | at its fuccefs. (2.) When danger
threatens, it is prudent to avoid the ftorm by flight, where
duty does not require us to ftand and fuffer.

2dly, As Samaria lay between Judea and Galilee, he
muft necefiarily pafs through it on his way thither, un-
lefs he took a large compafs about. That country was
inhabited by the pofterity of the colonies which the king
of Affyria had planted thére after the captivity 3 who, being
mingled with many apoftate Jews, became a mixed race,
who, though retaining many heathen idoiatries and fuper-
ftitions, profefled themfelves worthippers of Irael’s God,
and received the books of Mofes; were circumcifed, and
erected a temple on mount Gerizim, in oppofition to that
at Jerufalem, pretending that this was the fpot where God
ought to be worfthipped. Hence arofc the bittereft ani-
mofity between the Samaritans and the Jews, the latter
regarding the former as the moft abomxmblc of mankind.
In this journey we are told,

. The place where our Lord ftayed to reft himfclf
awlnle, being wearied with his journey. It was by a well-
fide b:’longing to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, which
bordered on a piece of land that Jacob, having purchafed
of the fons of Hamor, had given to his fon Jofeph. The
well was called  Facob's, either becaufe he dug it, or
ufed it for himfelt and family, Qur Lord here appears
truly man, fubje&t to our finlefs mﬁrmmes, wearinefs,
thirft, and hunger; for it became him in all things to be-
came like unto bis brethren, {in only excepted. It was about

the fixth boury or fix in the evening, if we follow the Ro-

man method of reckoning.

2. 'The difcourfe which paffed between Jelus and a Wo-
man of Samaria. She happened juft at that time to come
to draw watcer : fo divine Providence ordered it, leading her
to Chrift in a way that fhe knew not. The difciples bzing
gone into the city to buy meat, he was alone, and is pleafed
gracioully to improve that moment’s leifure for the benefit

-of this poor ftranger’s foul.

[1.] He addreffed her firft, 'begging a J:ttlc water te

- drink 3 for though he was nch, for our fakes he became

thus poor, and “condefcends to afk a cup of cold water,
Yet he had a farther end in view, even to engage her in
converfation, and thercby to make-to her the graciousofer
of falvation. Occafional difcourfe with ftrangers has been
cften found to have a blefled and zbiding influence, and
fhould encourage us, when travelling, to open our meuths,
and fpeak a word for God, and for iminortal fouls.

‘ §2 7] The

‘
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cafe, he faith unto him, * Wilt thou be made
whole ? '

If. 65. 1. Jer. 13. 27. Luke, 19. 41.

[2.] The woman expreflcd her furprife, that he, who
appeared to be a Jew, fhould deign to receive an a& of
kindnefs at the hands of a Samaritan; or that he fhould
expeét the leaft favour would be granted from one to the
other, where the enmity between the two nations was fo
bitter and irreconcileable, as to cut off all manner of friendly
intercourfe between them. Religious quarrels are thus
ufually feen to be the moft implacable; but where the
fpirit of bigotry and uncharitablene(s dwells, which-ever

" fide is right in the point difputed, the fpirit of both is
wrong, and utterly oppofite to pure and undefiled religion.

[3-]1 Waving the fubje& ‘of the controverfy between the
Jews and Samaritans, Chrilt defigned to lead her to the
knowledge of himfelf, and therefore replicd, If thou knew-
¢oft the gift of God, what an amazing initance of his love he
has given in fending his own Son into the world 5 and who
it is that faith to thee, Give me to drink; even that divine
Perfon now become incarnate 3 thou wounldft have laid afide
all thefe national prejudices, and bave afked of himy and be
wwould have given thee living water ; thofe gifts of grace, and
comforts of his Spirit, which to the finner’s foul are more
defirable than the cooleft and moft refrefhing ftream to the

. parched throat and weary traveller. Nite; (1.) Chrilt is
the fountain of gardens, and well of living waters, open
for every poor finner, and frecly given, that whoever will,

- amay come unto him, and drink of the riches of his grace.
“(2.) Many carclefsly difregard the invaluable bleflings of
the gofpcl, becaufe they are wilfully iznorant of their ex-
cellence, and of their want of them. (3.) They who would
obtain the bleflings of grace from Jcfus, and his holy Spi-
rit, muft feek them in importunate prayer; and he who is
faithful and true, hath promifed, that none fuch fhall atk
in vain.

~ [4.] The woman, miftaking Chrifl’s meaning, and taking
his difcourfe literally, anfwercd, Siry thou hafl nothing to
draw with, and the aeil is decp : from wlence thenbafl thou that
Jiving water ? and therefore coucludes that his boafts were
abfurd. They who are wholly taken up with the objeéts
of fenfe, have no underftanding of fpiritual things; they
are foolilbnefs to them: the hidden fprings of grace in
Chrift, being unfeen, are difbelieved by fuch. Befides, the
regards it as a great picce of prefumption in him, to prefer
any other waters before thofe of a wecll fo highly dif-
tinguifhed.  Art thou gicater than our Jatber Facchy from
whom we Samaritans, as well as you Jows, claim our de-
fcent 3 which gave us the well, and drank thereof bimfelf, and
&is childreny and bis cattle ? Vain boafts thefe | when they
had fo poor a title to claim kindred with the patriarch,
and were no better than ufurpers of that country, which
they pretended came to them by gift from Jacob to Jofeph,
and {o in a right line of defcent to them. 'The bittereft
enemies of the church thus often ufurp, and would mono-
polize its privileges.

[5-] Though fhe had fpoken foolifhly, Chrift kindly bore
with her, and continued his difcourfe, faying, W hofoever
drinketh of this water, fball ihirft again ; this was but coms

10

mon water, and could only flake the prefent thirft, which
muft foon return : but whofoever drinketh of the water that |
Shall give bim, fball never thirff. All the comforts of the
world are infufficient to give any abiding fatisfation;
Chrift alone can beftow the fubftantial portion on the foul.
They who pant after the earth, and its enjoyments, drink
and thirft again ; but the water that I fball give him, il
be in bim a well of water fpringing up into everlafing i
Such is Chrift, when formed in the hearts of the faithful

. [1.] He delivers the foul from the dominion of all the
former unfatiable appetites and inclinations after fenfuil
objedts. [2.] He furnifhes us with continual fupplies of
grace and confolation from himfelf, the everflowing over-
flowing fountain of mercies ; fo that in our heavenly jour-
ney we can never faint nor be weary, while we drink of
thefe living ftreams,.as of the water from the rock, which
followed Iirael’s camp through the defert. [3.] Wherever
his grace is thus implanted in the foul, it bears the affec-
tions heavenward.

[6.] The woman, defiring what, could it be poflefl:d,
would fave her fo much trouble, replied, Sir, give me this
awatery that I thirft not, neither come hither to draw.

[7.] To imprels deeper ferioufnefs upon her foul, or to
convince her of the dignity of his charater, of whick
fhe was not at all apprized, Jelus turned the difcourfe to
another topic, which he knew muft nearly and deeply
affe€t her; and, bringing her fin home to her confcience,
might, through his blefling, engage her to embrace bim
as her Saviour.  Therefore he fays to her, Go, all th
bufband, and come bither. Confcious of - the guilty flate in
which fhe at prefent lived, the wanted to conceal her
fhame, and faid, I bave no bufband, conceiving it impoflible
for him to detet the lie. But, to her amazement, the
finds him intimately acquainted with all the moft fecret
tranfaltions of her life, whith he lays before her, Ihs
baft aell faid, I bave no hufband ; fo far is true; Sfor tha
baft bad five hufbands, from whom perhaps fhe had ben
fuccellively divorced 5 and ke awbom thou now haft, is not thy
bufband : in that faidft thou truly, the perfon with whom
fhe now cohabited not being married to her, or her for-
mer hufbands being yet living. He does not reproach
her either for her evafion or lewdnefls, but rather leaves it
to her confcience to make the application. Gentle r-
proofs, by infinuation, are often more effeGtual than more
immediate rebuke.

[8.] Struck with what fhe heard, and convited in ber
own confcience, the would willingly have turned off the
difcourfe from fo painful a fubjet; and perfuaded, by
what he had told her, of his more than human knowledgs
the propofes to him the grand point in debate between
the Jews and Samaritans: Sir, I perceive that thu arts
prophet. Our fathers worfbipped in this mountain ; thet
Abraham built an altar; and there the tribe of Jofeph
ftood, when the bleflings and curfes were pronounced by
the tribes on mount Ebal and Gerizim; and therefort @
this mountain Gerizim, the Samaritans infiftedthat facriﬁ:,;
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‘to put me into the pool: but while 1 am

coming, another fteppeth down * before me,

k And fo he got no good. Ver. 4.

s we——

d offerings fhould alone be offered to God, in the tem-
- which they built there : and ye who are Jews, fay, that
Ferufalem 13 the place wheve men ought to worfbip, at the
1ple on mount Zion, where alone the oblations of God’s
r are accepted : and therefore fhe wifhed, that he, who
eared fo able, would refolve her in this important point.
t God fhould be worfhipped, there was no doubt: the
tion was, Where was the place of divine appointment ?
herein fhe did well to improve the prefent opportunity
onverfing about divine things, when fhe had with her
le an advifer. . .

7 Jefus kindly leads her even farther than her in-
reached. HZ faith unto bery Woman, believe me, and,
you efteem me a prophet, weigh well what I am
bout to declare, the hour cometh, when a final period
c put to all ceremonial diftin&ions, and to the pe-
holinefs of places fet apart for the worfhip of the
Being ; when ye fball neither in this mountain, nor
Ferufalem, worfbip the Father ; that is to fay, ex-
73 fince under the gofpel difpenfation every place
¢ alike acceptable to God, where holy hands were
p without wrath or doubting; and fhortly both
ple at Gerizim and that on mount Zion would
e defolate, and no facrifices be any longer
here. Indeed at prefent the Samaritans were
e qworfbip ye know not what (Sec the Annotations):
what we worfbip ; for God is known in Ifrael;
one of that nation after the fleth, reckoned him-
g the true worfhippers, who paid their adora-
rding to the divine prefcription, and were pof-
he whole of that revelation which he had been
rleafed to make of himfclf in his facred oracles.
on is- of the Fews; the promifes of falvation
jarly made to them; and he who'camé to be
» of the ends of the earth, fprang from them.
2 in this re{peét the Samaritans were wrong,
e compared with Abraham’s true defcendants,
{tin€tions of nations and places were now
e s the hour cometh, and now is, when the true
all worfbip the Father in [pirit and in truth.
f worfhip is now become indifferent; the
nper of the worfhipper alone makes the ac-
-e. All carnal ordinances are abolifhed, and
-{fhip is introduced, where the heart, under
rnfluences of the Holy Ghoft, muft be lifted
1 love to God ; andin truth, with fimplicity
cerity, according to the divine inftitution,
hrift alone, who is the way, the trath, and
r Father fecketh fuch to worfbip bim: he will
vt their fervices, and can be pleafed with
God is a Spirit of infinite perfections, in-
>i=, eternal, omnifcient; requiring not'the
= 1lip or knee, but of the heart; and they
» #222f8 aworfbip bim in fpirit and in truth :
the place, the form, the manner of our re-

avail nothing, and are in his view of no

account. And what Chrift fays to her, is an eternal truth
and merits our moft ferious notice and regard ; that fo we
may not mock God, and deceive ourfelves, when we ap-
proach him in the ordinances of his worfhip.

[10.] The woman, though unable to object to the truths
here advanced, yet profefles to fufpend her judgment till
He fhould come, who would fet all things right.  She faith
unto him, I know that Meffias cometh, (which is called in the
Greek, Chrifl, or the anointed), this expc&ation being
generally entertained by the Samaritans as well a3 the
Jews. When he is come, whom we expe& as ready to ap-
pear, ke witl tell us all things ; will put an end to our con-
troverfies, clear up our doubts, and give us a diftin&
knowledge of all the will of God. Hereupon Jefus, in
anfwer to her expeQtations of the Mefliah’s coming, plainly
declares to her his chara&er : 1 that fpeak unto thee, am be:
fo much ncarer to us is the Saviour often than we are
aware. Speak, Lord, to my heart, and make me know that
thou art with me, in me ! .

3dly, Juft as the Lord had fo far advanced in his dif~
courfe, and manifefted his glorious charaer to this poor
Samaritan, we are told,

1. The interruption given to the converfation by the
arrival of the difciples, who had been fent to procure pro-
vifions ; and, influenced by the common Jewith prejudices,
they wondered to fee him thus engaged with a Samaritan
woman. Yet, fubmitting to his will and wifdom, and
with decpeft reverence filent before him, none dared pre-
fume to atk him what he fought of the woman, or what
he faid to her. Note; We muft not queftion the Lord
concerning any of the difpenfations of his providence or
grace, but reft aflured that he doth all things well. .

2. Deeply convinced, by what Jefus had {poken, of his
being indeed the Mefliah, with eagernefs and joy the wo-
man rad back to the city, leaving her water-pot behind
her, carelefs aboit that when greater concerns engaged
her foul 5 and faid to the siteny the inhabitants of the place,
Come, opportunity is precious, and It & moment to be
loft: come, fee a man which told me all things iszt ewer I
did : is not this the Chrifi ? He told me fuch fecret paffages
of my life, as none but God could know; and has im-
prefled fuch a fenfe of them on my confcience, as fully
convinces me he is the promifed Meffiah ; hafte theretore
to him, and judge for yourfelves, that you may be con-
vinced alfo. Nore; (1.) They who run on Chrift’s er-
rands, gladly difencumber themfelves of every thing which
would retard their {fpeed, and fit loofe toall that they leave
behind them. (2.) When we have ourfelves tafted that
the Lord is gracious, we cannot but delight to invite
others to come and fee how good he is, and to partake
with us in his rich mercies. (3.) We never know Chrift
truly, till, experimentally fecling the convictions of his
word 3nd Spirit, and brought to a deep and humbling
difcovery of our fins, we fec! the neceflity of that falva- .
tion -which he brings. ,

3. Multitudes, on this ftrange report, bad as the woman's

. s H chara&er
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8 Jefus faith unto him, ' Rife, take up thy
bed, and walk.

! Mark, 2. 11. Luke, §. 24. Mat. g. 6.
47 & 7. 30, 35 & 3. 257 & 9. 27. & 10. §2.

If. 6. 24.

I 35. 6. Ch.g. 14.

St. JOHN,

™ Pf 33. 9. &107. 20.

Caan.V,

0 And " immediately the man wa md
whole, and took up his bed, and walked: ud

Ch.g. 7. Mark, 1. 35,42 & 2. 12. &3, 5 kG,

chara&ter had been, refolved to go and fee for them-
felves. . .

4. Chrift in the mean time improved the interval in
profitable difcourfe with his difciples. So fet was his
mind on the blefled work before him, that, though hungry,
he fcemed to forget for a while to eat his bruad. The
difciples prefled him, as weary, and fafting too long, to eat
of the provifion which they had brought; dut be faid unto
them, I have meat to eat that ye know not ¢f. "The gracious
work begun on the heart of this poor Samaritan woman,
and the profpect of multitudes flocking towards him, were
more dclightful and refrefhing to his foul, than the richeft
entertainment to his body. The difciples, who underftood
him literally, with furprife faid one to ancther, Hath any
man brought him ought to eat ? {o dull were they of under-
ftanding. DBut their Mafter foon correted their miftake,
faying unto them, My meat is to do the avill of him that
Jent me, and to finifb his work ; this is my greateft {atisfac-
tion, to be engaged in the blefled work of feeking and
faving that which was loft, for which great end I came
into the world : and what was his delight, thould be theirs,
as the hufbandman labours with fatisfaction in the view
of the approaching harvelt. Say not ye, There are yet four
wonths, and then cometh harveft ? Does  this joyous fea-
fon pleafe you in the profpet ¢ Behold, an infinitely better
is in view 3 [ fay unto you, Lift up your eyes, and losk on the
Jields. (where probably multitudes of the Samaritans now
appeared in view), for they are awbhite already to harvefl
immortal fouls are ready to-be gathered into the goipel
church; and therefore this is no time to eat and driuk,
but to rifc and labour. 4nd, for an inducement here-
unto, he fuggefts the glorious recompenfe of reward,
which would be the wages of their fidelity: He zkat
reapeth, veceiveth aages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal ;
the wages of prefent eomfort, increafing firength and fuc-
cefs in his labours, and, if faithful unto death, life ever-
lafting in the world to come: and this not only for him-
felf, but for many of thofe among whom he minifters ;
the blefied effeéts of which will be, that both be that
The mi-
niiters who begin, and-they who carry on the good work,
will alike partake of the comforts of it. Aud herein is
tiat proverbial faying true, One foweth and ancther reapeth :
the apoftles reaped what the prophets fowed ; and, after
their Maller’s refurre@ion, gathered a plenteous harveft of
fouls. 1 fent you to reap that whereon ye beflorved no labour :.
other min labouredy and se are entered into their labours @ the
writings of the prophets, and the preaching of John,
greatly facilitated their midiftry and contributed to its fuc-

_¢-fs3 and going forth with fuch advantages, they had pe-
- guliar enzouragement, and double caufc for their diligence.

stz (1.) Goipel minifters, like harveft-men, muft Libour
diligently and cleerfully in the fervice of God, and of
tnmortal feculss  (2.) When the people appear eager and
atteative to hear, it is a moft powerful excitement to the

minifter, to preach with livelinefs and zeal. (3.) Nothing
will turn to fo glorious an account in the day of God,as
immortal fouls gained to his kingdom through our mini
firy.  (4.) The preachers of the gofpel have different e
lents ; fome more adapted to break up the fallow groud,
and fow the fced ; others, to nourith up, and rear tom-
turity, the trees of righteoufnels: each are uleful in thei
place, and, if faithful, will rejeice together at the ltin
the fruit of their joint labours.

5. Great was the effe& of the woman’s teftimony cons
ccrning Chrift.  Many of the Samaritans of t2at city beiaed
on bim for the [aying of the woman, which tftifid, Hetdd
me all that ever I did. She was indeed a weak inftrument;
but God can work by the moft unlikely means. Per-

i

fuaded of his prophetical chara&er, and receiving him 25 |

the Meffiah, thcy humbly befought him to favour thm |

with his company for a while, that they might enjoy his
holy inftrutions. Nor did he difdain their requeft but
abode with them two days, teaching them concerniog the

things that made for their everlafting peace. Andf |
powerful was his miniftry among them, that mang mre b |*

lieved, becaufe of his own word : mot only thofe who b

licved in him ‘on the woman’s report, were confirmed in |- -
the faith ; but thofe who had paid lefs regard toher,nov |~

felt the divine conviction of the Saviour’s difcourfes, s

Jaid unto the woman, Now e believe, not becaufe of thy iy ™

merely, but on the moft unfhaken authority of the wor

of Jelus himfelf; for ve bave heard him aurfilves,and by |
by the powerful energy of his word upon our confciencts, |
that this is indeed the Chrifly the fo long promifed ander- |

pected Saviour of the world ; not of the Jews only, but of

the Samaritans alfo, and of all the nations of the arh,
who would receive his word of falvatiom Netes (1) |-

The greateft fruit is often reaped where it was leaft e
peted. The Samaritans readily embraced that Savict
whom the Jews rejeted. (2.) Chrift is indeed the [53-
viour of the world; but we muft belicve in him, 'ber{C
we ourfelves can be experimeptally acquainted with
falvation. had
4thly, Jefus made but a fhort vifit to Sychars h‘ﬂ,,
other work to do, and therefore after 1o days be did'mo:
thence.  Yet perhaps two more fuccefsful daysip“fg‘.i-s
during his miniftry; a gracious earncft of the “]3
which his gofpel fhould meet with in the heathen ¥0C
1. Chrift purfucd his journey to Galilee, b“‘“ﬂm
to Nazareth; well knowing, as he had before obfenfnﬂ,
expcrienced, that a prophet hath no honour in bis 090 f"?_‘;é;,
thofe with whom we have been brought up from lt[la‘cll-f'fr
ufually paying little refpet to the perfon as thett [ et
with whom they have been familiar, as their junion
fchoolfcllow, or their companion. o pavioo feen B
2. The Galileaus gladly received him, h“{)n%e whis
miracles at the feaft of the paflower; © cele r':hﬂ Jovs
diftant as they were, they went up with th'e grdiuax:c:.s
to Jerufalem.. N:te; They who love God's vl
) 6 '

.
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on the fame day was the fabbath,
10 § The Jews therefore faid unto him that

*Jn17.a1, 32 Nebo13. 0. Maik, 2. 24, Luke, 6. 2,7, 9. & 13.
Mat. 12. 2. -
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was cured, It is the fabbath day: " it is not

lawful for thee to carry #4by bed.

i

ill not grudge to go far to enjay them, and never will
ave reafon to regret their pains. .

3. He vifited, among other places, Cana, where his firft
racle was wrought of turning the water into wine; and
ere another notable miracle is wrought by him, which
not recorded by any of the other evangelits.

'1.] The perfon who made application to him, was a
eman ; probably, one of Herod’s courtiers, perhaps
1za, (Luke, viii. 3.) or Manaen, [ Aéts, xiii. 1.) and the
ent was the nobleman’s own fon.
is no protection from difcafe, nor from any of the
non calamities incident to humanity. (2.) Afli&tions
 drive thofe to Chrift, who, otherwife, probably had
‘applied to him ; and then indeed they are blcflings
guife.

% His addrefs was earneft, and befpoke his confidence
power of Jefus, He came himfcif from Capernaum
12, to beg his help. The cafe was defperate, and paft
er aid but his 3 for his child was a7 the point of death ;
erefore he entreats him to haften down without
He thought the prefence of Jefus was needful to
e, herein dithonourably limiting the holy One of
Nute ; Our fins have reduced us all to the point
al death: unlefs Jefus fave, we muft inevitably

“hrift rebukes his confined notions of his almighty
nd the backwardnefs of the Jews in general to

The Samaritans believed as foon as he had-

among them ; but they required repeated figns
lers, not fatisfied with thofe which they had
en him work at Jerufalem, during the feaft.

e nobleman renews his importunate requeft.
nent of delay was, in his apprehenfion, immi.
gerous 3 for though he had faith in Chrift, that
ure his fon if he was prefent with himj yet
» have no apprchenfion that he could heal at a
-, if the chiid was dead, reftore him to life

{t relieves him of his pain, faying, Ge thy way;
. Nothing more was needful to the cure:
sught as effeftually at a diftance, as if he had
on. He f{peaks, and it is done. O that we
to truft him at all times !

ower which wrought the cure of the fon, as
Juenced the heart of the {ather; fo that in
of faith he departed, perfetly fatisfied, that
-h Jefus had fpoken was fure, and that he
fon alive and well. Heappeared thus a true
11, and none like him ever trafted the Lord,
inded. ’ :

vants met him, as he returned, with the joy-
. {on’s recovery ; and on inquiring when the
ook place, they told him, at the feventh hour
72 ; not gradually, but in a moment he re-
he father immediately remembered that that
1e hour when Jefus had fpoken to him.

Note ; (1.) Great-

Swimming-place.

14, 15. & 14. 1,3, Exod. 20. 10. & 31.12. & 35.3. Numb, 15. 32, 36. ’

[8.] The effcct of this miracle was the converfion of
himfelf and his family. Himfelf belicved and bis avhole houfe.
He had begun to believe before ; now his faith was more
confirmed n Jefus as the Mefliah, and he became a pro-
fefled difciple 5 while his houfehold, who were eye-witneflc

of the miracle, followed his example.

Note; (1.) On

word of Jefus fpoken to the heart, brings falvation with it
(2.) When the mafter of the family fets the gracious ex-

ample, it is often greatly influential to all his houfe.

Laftly, Tte evangclitt remarks this as the fecond miracle
which Jefus had wrought in Cana of Galilee. Thus by two
or three witnefles he eftablifhed the authority of his mif-
fion; and probably the quality of the patient made the cure
to be the more obfcrved. When perfons of a fupcrior rank
fubmit to be faved by grace through faith, the change

“’l’OUght on them €ngages more particul:n‘ attentiou.

CHAP V.

Ver. 1. Ttere was a fiaft of the Fews,] This, in all pro-
bability, was the fealt of the pafover, callod the feafl, by way
of eminence ; and thercfore it might be rendcred, awas the

Jeaft of the Fews. See Matth, xxvil. 15. Mark, xv. 6. A -

further proof that this was the feaft of the paflover, arifes
hence, that, immediately after it, we find the difciples on
the fabbath in the fields, rubbing the ears, probably of
barley, a kind of grain which was always fit for reaping at

the paffover. See Matth. xii. 1—8.

Ver. 2. Now there is at Jerufalem, &c.] Some are of
opinion from this paflage, that Jerufalem was ftanding
when St. John wrote his gofpel ; but others, on the ftrength -
of a diffcrent reading. controvert that opinion, rendering
the verfe, Nsw there was, or There fleod at Ferufalem. But

fee the Introduiiion to this gofpel.

At Jerufalem, fays Bi-

fhop Pearce, near the place called the fbeep-market, or fheep-

gate rather, which was built by Eliafhib the high-priett,

(Neh. iii. 1.) there was a bath, built for the ufe of fuch of
the common people as loved to {fwim and bathe themfelves
in water. This is the proper fenfe of the original xonvuGii=
ez, from xoavubaw, to favim, (A&ks, xxvii. 43.) rendered in
the old Latin verfion, called the Jtalick, Natatoria, a bath or

Nothing was more common, or more

ufeful than fuch baths, in thefe warm climates, where the
exceflive heat was not only troublefome, but noxious to

health.  Jofephus mentions fome by this very name, xo=

2uubnSpa at Jericho, as ufed for the exercife and plealure
of fwimming; and it may reafonably be prefumed, that’

this at Jerufalem was built for the fame purpofe.

That

the fheep to be facrificed were wafhed, orthat all the blood
of the facrifices ran into it, whence it gained a kind of
medicinal virtue, is an hypothefis not only void of all
proof, but fufficiently exploded by the learned Bifhop juft
mentioned, in his ufeful ¢« Vindication of our Saviour’s

¢ miracles,” p. &.

This bath was called Beth-cfda, that is,

the houfe or place of mercy, not only for its fingular ufeful-
nefs, but alfo for the extraordinary circumftance attendinﬁ
it, recorded by the evangelift. Around the bath, whic

sHa2

feems
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.11 He anfwered them, He that made me
whole, the fame faid unto me, Take up thy bed,
and walk.

8. JOHN, :

' Caar. ¥,
12 Then afked they him, What mn i

‘that which faid unto thee, Take up thybe,

and walk?

mam—

feems to have been of a pentagonal form, were built five
porches, a kind of cliflers or porticos, Troas, which ferved
to fhelter both from the heat and cold thole who fre-
quented the place; but which were more particularly fer-
viceable to the infirm people who crowded hither on ac-
tount of the miraculous virtue of the water. See the next
verfe. - '
Ver. 4. For an angel went down, &c.] Some imagine
that this was a proper officer or mejZnger, as the word
&fyenog primarily fignifies; yet as it is moft commonly ufed
by the infpired writers to fignify a celeflial being, employed
by God, either for the fervice or punithment of men, and
as the circumftances of this narrative import that the virtue
communicated by the agitation of the waters, was not a
natural quality inherent mx them ; our tranflaters feem very
juftly to have retained the word in a fenfe which implies
"a miraculous operation. The phrafe, Kara' xaigdr, ren-
dered, at & certain feafon, is underftood by fome to exprefs
at that feafon, the feafon of the feaft mentioned ver. 1.
confining the miracle of the pool to this particular feaft.
See Numb. ix. 6,7. LXX: for, fince the evangelift does
not fay that the waters of Bethefda had their fanative qua-
lity at any other feaft, we- are at liberty to make what
fuppofition feems moft convenient: but I cannot help
thinking, that the mode of expreflion, and the waiting of
the multitude, evidently imply that this event was frequent;
as if it had happened once only, it is not eafy te account
for this attendance and expeation of the multitude.
That the waters of Bethefda fhould at this period have a
miraculous effeé@, was without doubt in honour of the
gerfonal appearance of the Son of God on earth. Some
1ave thought that it was intended to thew that Ezekiel’s
vifion of ,waters iflaing out of the fan&uary, (ch. xlvii.)
was about to be fulfilled ; of which waters it s faid, ver. g.
they fball be bealed, and every thing fhall live whither the river
eometh. 1t is abundantly evident, that this was no natural
virtue, nor a virtue acquired from natural caufes in thefe
waters, from the following reafons: r. All manner of dif-
eafes were healed by them. 2. Thefe cures were performed
only at a certain feaforr. 3. One perfon only was healed.
And that, 4. only after the troubling of the water ; whereas,
in general, medicinal waters are required to be calm, and
not troubled, for the ufe of patients. '
Such is the account which St. John gives us of this mi-
raculous pool of Bethefda. As tothe #ime when this mira-
culous effet firft took place, nothing precifely certain can be
determined ; but it fecms moft univerfally agreed, that it
could not be long before the coming of Chrift, and that
the miracle was intended to lead men to him : for the gift
of prophefy and of miracles had now been withdrawn from
the Jews for above four hundred years ; therefore to raife
m them a more ardent defire for the coming of the Mefliah,
and to an obfervation of the figns of his now almoft uni-
verfally-expeéted coming, God was pleafed to favour them .
with this remarkable fign of Bethefda ; and becaufe in thefe
times the Jewith people lay open not only to the irruptions

‘and tyranny of the Gentiles, but had wholly loft their b

berty 5 that they might not yet entirely defpair of the fal-
filling of the promifes made to their fathers, nor entirdly
€aft off their allegrance to God, he favoured them with thi
eminent token of his regard, this wonderful g/, in aplce
near to the gate of victims, which were figures of the pro-
pitiatory facrifice of the Mefliah. As this miracle then be.
gan, when the coming of the Mefliah drew near, to advife
them of the fpcedy and near approach of that promifed -
vation, (wherefore alfo this gift of healing was withu the
temple,) fo there can be no doubt that Chrifl entered thefe
porches, and performed the following miracle, to fliew
what was the true intent of this gift of healing, and 1o
what it was defigned by God to lead men j even to himfclf,
the fountain opened for finy and for all uncleannefs: The wae
was thus troubled only at fome certain feafon, to {hew them
at once the weaknefs of the law, and the great difference
between that and the gofpel difpenfation ; and to teach
them, not - to reft in the corporal benefit only, as inthe
miniftration of an angs), but to betake themfelves to 2
careful confideration of the promifes of His approaching
advent, who, not at ftated periods of times, but every diy,
performed, not a fingle cure only, but healed whole mult-
tudes reforting to him.

Ver. 5. Anda certain man vasthere,] Among the crowds
who lay in the porticos of Bethefda, there was one, who

‘had an infirmity,—dsSevisz,—moft probably a panltic

diforder, which hardly ever gives way to medicine, tho
recently contra&ted : how much lefs curable muft it bave
been, after having continued 38 years! The inveteray
of this man’s diforder muft have been known to manym
the courfe of fo long a time ; and the reality of his indifpo-
fition, which was even prior 1o the birth of Chriff, muft bave
been equally notorious, and fewn the impoffibility of any
collufion between them. The length and greatnefs of the
man’s afflition, well known to Jefus, (as appears ¥
ver. 6.) together with his poverty, (ver. 7.) were fufficient
reafons for our Lord’s making choice of him, to expencne
the mercy of his healing power ; a power infinitely f.upff‘“
to the virtue of the waters. Had our Lord at this 00
reftered none of thefe impotent folk to- health, he would ¢
have ated contrary to the genéral account which the e
gelifts give of his goodnefs on other occafions, nanelf
that ke healed all who came to bim ; for fugh dif‘?‘{cd perios
as left their habitations with a perfuafion of his 11'0"“k "
dignity, were fit objects of his mercy; while the fic '
Bethefda were no more fo than the o ther fick tbmugimﬂﬂ
the country, whom he could have cuared barcly b] h‘; M
it, had he fo pleafed. They had no k mowledge @ d:
if they knew ought about him, they had no juft
his power, and were expecting relief far—om an
Ver. 6. Wilt thou be madi whole 7] Our Lord pr of
this queftion, that the man might hawwe an "Pﬂgzn,n{@
declaring his cafe in the hearing of the mult e ¢
, . make
ver. 13.) becaufe fuch a declaration tended 1
miracle more confpicuous.
k 10

ok |
It feems e defignd ”“"“ Wy

el
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13 &nd he that was healed wift’ not who
 was: for Jefus *had conveyed himlelf away,
a multitude being in that place.

14 Afierward Jefus findeth him in * the
nple, and faid umto him, * Behold, thou am
de whole: fin no more, left a worle thing
uke, ¢ 30, Ch. 8. 9. ® Or from the muliitude that was.

. 1 Pet. g 3 Lev.ab. 21 Mat 12. 45..
& 34 1=6. Ver .

St JOHN.

® If. 38. 23, Pf. 84. 1,1, 10. & 66. 13—15.
' Mark, 1. 45. & 7. 36. Ch. 4. 29.
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come unto thee:
1§ The man departed, and " told the Jews
that it was: Jefus, which had made him whole.
" 16 And therefore did the Jews perfecute -
Jefus, * and fought to flay kim, becaufe he had
done thefe things on the fabbath day. :

S Ch. 8. 11. Kz, 9.
* Ch. 7.23. & 9. 16. Luke,6.3,6=11. X 13. 30

——————

tention of the mhabitants of the capital; refolving
the evidences.of his miffion before them in the dif~
which this miracle was to occafion. '
7. Siry, L bave no man, &c.] He complains for want
ds to. help him in: % I have no man, no friend to.
¢ that kindnefs.” One would think feme of thole
| been themfelves healed, would have lent him a
ot it is common for the poor to be deftitute of
no man careth for their fud. T'o the fick and im-
t is a5 true a piece of charity to work for them,
ve them ; and thus the poor are capable of being
onc to another. We may obferve how mildly
peaks of the unkindnefs of thefe about him ;—a
I in misfortunes.

9. Rife, take up thy bed, and walk, &c.] Though
- faboath-day, and the dotors affirmed that
of any burden was a profanation of the holy
rdered the man to carry his bed away, becaufe
1at the miracle fhould be rendered indubitable
nnefs and perfe€tion of the cure, thewed in
exertion of the man's ftrength. Befides, when
ho on the fabbath ceafed from working, met
heir way, and reproved him for carrying his
not avoid telling them what had happened.
re a very proper method of mauking fo fignal
erfally known. The evangelift fays, fmme-
was made whole ; {o that. tue cur: being ef-
inftant, while he was not expeting any
or knew to-whom he owed it, ver. 13. no
d that the power of imagination contri-
the leaft degree. By the fabbath here muft
the firft holy convocation in the feaft of
{, that is, the morrow after the paffover

1 was one of the greateft fabbaths, ch.

dinary fabbath, happening in the paffover-
juently the day on which the difciples
f corn. 'We may jult obferve, that our
y to the impotent man, ¢ Rife, and ftep
but rife, and awalk ; to fhew that he was
it to do that for us, which the law could
" he fulfilled, and fo abrogated ; ‘thus
r the full completion of this miraculous
himfelf.
s tberehfore JSaid unto bim that wvas cured,

ble, that the Jews who met the man,.
th  him upon bhis cure,—though in all-

them knew he had been long infirm ;
‘fulnefs of carrying his bed. Such is
ry and fuperftition! See Jer. xvil

13

Ver. v1. Hethat made me whole, &c.] ¢ He that with
¢ a word reftored my ftrength in an inftant, the fame faid
“ unto me, Take up thy bed and walk ; and his injunions-
¢ certainly could not be finful, as he muft have been both
“ a prophet, and a worker of miracles.” Inftead of the
Jfame faid unto me, it would be more emphatical, if it was
rendered agreeable to the original, even ke faid:

Ver. 12. What man.is that whish faid, &c.]- Fhe ma«
lignity of the Jews appears moft flagrantly in this quef-
tion. They take no notice of the miracle, which demanded
their moft ferious examination ; they do not afk him who
it was that bealed bim ; but they afk him with a malicious-
{neer, aho bade him take up hisbed ? Had they inquired into
the miracle, it might have appeared an acion which de- ,
ferved-applaufe; but this was contrary tostheir intention.

Ver. 13. Had conveyed himfelf away,] Cafaubon. ob--
ferves, that the word ¢é:ivevaer, by which the evangelift ex-
prefles Chrift’s efcape, being a metaphor. borrowed from-
fwimming, fignifies, that he glided through the multitude,
leaving no-trace behind hiny of the way that he had taken.

Fer. 14. Jefus fpudeth bim in the temple;] Jefus found
the man in the temple, whither probably he repaired, to
return thank. to God for his fignal recovery; when, to
render the mercy that he had beftowed upon him complete,
our Lord took that opportunity to put him in mind of his
having brought the diftemper upon himfelf by his wicked
courfes ; for he exhorts him to abftain from finning for the
iutnrc,. lef fome heavier judgment fhould be infli@led on

im.

Ver. 15, 16. The man departed, &c.] Overjoyed to have
difcovered the author of his cure, the man went away,
and innocently informed the Jews of it; perhaps becaufe
he thought it his duty to give his benefactor the honour
of the miracle, and believed that the Jews would have been
glad to fee fo great a prophet: but inftead of that, they
attacked Jefus tumultuoufiy m the temple, and, it may be,
tried him before the fanhedrim, with a view to kill him,
becaufe, as they imagined, he had prophaned the fabbath,
by performing a.cure upon it, and by ordering the perfon.
cured.to-carry away hisbed. It feems plain from yer.
that by the Jews, ver. 16. we are to underftand the rulers ;
for the meflengers who were fent to John, we are told, ch.
i. 19. were pricfts and Levites, perfons of charalter, who
would not have undertaken the office, unlefs by the ap-
pointment of the rulers, called on that occafion, as well as
here, the Jews. Moreover, the apology which Jefus now
made for himfelf, is fuch as was proper to be pronounced-
before the moft, capable judges, the chicf priefts and
fcribes, and the ¢lders ; for it is one of the moft regular de-~
fences of his charalter and divine mifion, that is anywhere

90
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17 4 But Jefus anfivered them, * My Fa.
ther worketh hitherto, and I work.

18 Thercfore the Jews * fought the more
to kill him, becaufe he not only had broken
the fabbath, but faid alfo that God was his
Father, * making himfelf equal with God.

19 § Then anfwered Jefus and faid unto
them, * Verily, verily, I fay unto you, * The
Son can do nothing of himfelf, but what he
. {eeth the Father do: for what things foever

he doeth, thefe alfo doeth the Son likewife.

"~ 20 *For the Father loveth the Son, and

Ch. 9. 4. & 14. 10,
% Ver. 21, 3j0.

t Ver. 21,
ch. 3.3, 5 & 1. 5.
3 Mat 317, & 12.18. & 17. 6.
Leur. 32, 39. Luke, 7. 14. & 8. 53. Ch. 11. 25, 43.
& 28.18. 1 Pet. 4. 6. Rom. 2. 16. & 14.10. 2 Cor. 5. 10.
28. 19. Rev. g, 8e=13. 1 john,2.23. & §.10.

Mat. 29. 51, 53.

8r. JOII N

fheweth him' all things that himfelf doet: |:
and he will fhew him greater works than thefe, |-

8 Ch.7.19. & 2. 9. & 10.32,3%. & 10. 7.
Ch. 8. 68 & 9.4 & 12. 49. & 14. 10. & 1. 3.
2 Paoao37. Choxo 18 & 3. 35. & 8. 28. & 14. 12. & 17.2. & 10. 18. Ver. 21—2q.
Mat. 11.27. & 15514 |
2 Tim. 3. 1.

Cuan ¥,

that ye may marvel.

21 For as the Father ® raifeth up the dead, e

and quickeneth them ; even fo the Son quick
eneth whom he will,

22 For the Father judgeth no man, “bu |}

hath committed all judgment unto the Scn:
23 * That all men {hould honour the So,
even as they honour the Father. He tha

honoureth not the Son honoureth not the fz {:

ther which hath fent him.

€ Ver. 27.
Alls, 10. 43. & 17.31.

Ci. 3. 35. & 17.2. & 13. 3.
¢ Pl 212, & 45. 11, Ch g1 M

to be found in the gofpels, comprechending the principal
arguments in behalf of both, and fetting them forth with
the greateft firength of reafon, clearnefs of method, and
.concifenefs of expreilion. .

Ver. v7. My Father worketh bitkerto,] Jefusbegan his de-
fence with thewing the rulers the unreafonabkenefs of their
difpleafure with him, becaufe he had reftored the infirm
man to health on the fabbath-day. He told them, that, in
performing cures on the fabbath-day, he only imitated his
Fathet, who wrought every day of the week in doing good
to men by his unwearied Providence ; for, on the fabbath,
as on other days, through the invifible operation of his
power, God fupports the whole frame of nature, and carries
on the motion of the heavens, upon which the viciffitudes
of day and night, and of the [eafons, depend; which are
* fo neceflary to the production of food, and the other means
of life. As the Jews built their obfervation of the fabbath
upon God’s having refted thereon from the works of crea-
tion, this argument was deccifive. Some render it, Ay
Father avorketh even till nowv.

Ver. 18. God avas bis Father,] Our Lord’s vindication
offended the Jews exceedingly, as he claimed a peculiar,
proper, and moft high relation to God the Father, and,
by afferting that he acted Hke God, fet himfelf on a level
with God. The original waréfpa idiov, is emphatical, and
dhould be rendered bis crwn Futher ;—bis Fatker in a pecu-
Yiar manner, as Heylin reads it. The whole nation of the
Jews thought God to be their Father, ch. viii. 41. They
could not therefore have accounted it blafphemy in Chrift,
to ufe the fame phrafe, had they not interpreted it in fo
high and appropriating a {enfe.

Ver. 19. Tken anfwered Fofus,]  Jefus did not deny the
conchufion in ver. 18. but fhewed that, in all things, he
acted agreeably to the will of God the Father, and that ke
was equal in power to God, doing whatever he faw the
TFather do; an honour which flowed to him from the im-
menfe and eternal love of the Father, and which was a
clear and convincing proof of the Father’s love towards
him. The Son can do nothing of bimfelf, means ¢ nothing
s in oppofition to the economy of the Father.” :

» -

Ver. 20. Sheweth him] The word deimwew, rendercd

Jheaceth, has a reference here to the ample, comprehenfiz, |

),
REk

e

)
L

X Phil.2. 6. Ch. 10.30. & 14.9. Zcch. 137 1§
Heb. 1.2 3. Eph. 3.9. Prov. 3, 22—31. lfod
b Rom. 4. 1g

and infinite knowledge which the Son has of the whii: |

plan of the Father’s counfels in all their mutual relatoss |
and dependencies. He will fbew bim greater works thant!sf, |
“ Will enable him as man, to do greater miracles the |~
any that he has done hitherto, and which, though tey | -
may not convince, will certainly aftonifh you, andmake |-
it impoflible for you to gainfay him, at leaft withzy |-

¢
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¢ thow of reafon.”
L {1
o
€6
(14
<«
¢
({3
€<
o«
<€

pleales, raifes up and animates the dead, foalfo you {hal
have fufficient cvidence, that the Son animates whom
he will ; nor is it to be wondered at, that he fhould
have fo great a power ; for the Father in b'is' own .
fon judges no man, but has givera the adminiftration¢

Ver. 21—23. For as the Father raifeth up the dead)]“You [
have now fecn the cure of one who had been longdif [
abled by a difeafe; but I have not yet raifed ar_ny.from
the dead : however, you fhall quickly fee that itisnc: {

for want of power; for, as the Father, whenever bt J'
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their final and eternal ftate ; and this important powerte
Father has committed to me, that, notwithftanding ¢
humble form in which I now appear,
to honour the Son, even as they honour t
felf 5 yielding an unreferved homage

fuch a difcovery, honoureth not th
toe higheft veneration, honoure th not  his S
* fent him ; but affronting him inn the P”ﬁmg K;;,‘
“ muft expe&t to be treated as an enemyanc ? fuchs
‘Our Saviour here rifes in his difcourfe, and o%i:; thes
{cene of glory to his auditors, as muft hav:; the &b
with aftonifhment : to peflefs the power of raifing S
argued great dignity ; but our Lo Ch'msag;f jud:ﬁ;
afferting that he was invefted witkm the POWS imp}ie; !
the world. The power of judgingx the WOl e

cxecuting of judgments temporal asx3d cternal: "

all judgment unto the Son, befor e whom all men art&
laft to appear, and by whom they are to be afigntd® |

all may be engad { <
he Fatherhim- |-

and obediencee |

. . . de- )
him, as what is neceffary to approve their duty ’”d‘\m
lity to God ; for he that in fuch =2 Ciroumbtancs, ¥ e\
e Son, as won )§ .
the Father ¢ |




Caan Vo . . S, JOHN. | 758

24 ¢ Verily, verlly, T fay unto you, He cute judgment alfo, becaufe he is the Son of
hat heareth my word, and. believeth on him man. -

hat fent me, hath everlafting life, and fhall 28 Marvel not at ' this: * for the hour is |

ot come into condemnation ; but is paffed coming, in the which all that are in the graves
om death unto life, thall hear his voice,

25 Verily, verily, I fay unto you, f The 29 And fhall come forth; they that have
ur is coming, and now is, when the dead done good, unto the refurre&ion of life; and
Il hear the voice of the Son of. God : and they that have done evil, unto the refurreion
7 that hear fhall live, : of damnation.

6 ¢ For as the Father hath life in himfelf; 30 ' I can of mine own felf do nothing : as
ath he given to the Son to” have life in I heaf, I judge: and my judgment is juft;.
s becaufe " I feck not mine own will, but the:
* And hath given him authority to exe- will of the Father which hath fent me.

7.24,25. Ch. 3.15,16,18, 36. & 6. 40, 47. & 8. 51. & 20. 31. Rom.y 8. 1,2. Eph.2,5,6. 1 John, 3. 14. f See ver. 21. Eph.a.
. 14. Luke,g. 69, & 15.24,32. Rom. 6.4, 13. Gal.2.20. Col. 2. 53 3Cor.15.45. Rev.3.1. - % Jer.1e.10. Ch. 17.2. 1 John, -
Tim. 6. 15. Ch. 1. 4 & 11.25. 3 Cor. 15.45. Ver. 21. » Dan. 7. 13, 14. Ch.28.18. Eph. 1. 2¢—23. Phil. 2, ge—11. 1 Per.
ds, 17. 91, See ver.22.  Adls, 10. 43, Y Ver.25,21. Luke, 7. 14. & 9. 54. Ch.1r.43. Eph.2. 1, 5. Gal 2. 20. k Job, 19. -
(.36.19. Dan.12.2,3. Mat. 25. 31—46. 1 Thefl. 4. 16, 17. 3 Thel. 1.8,9. Rev. 20. 14—13. ! Ver. 19. Ch. 6, 38. & 8. zg.

N

5. Heb, 3.6, ® Pf 40.8. Mat 264 39. Ch. 4. 3¢4. & 18.11. & 6. 38.

nitted to our Lord, that all men fhould honour him  are often reprefented in fcripture as dead; Matth. viii. 22. -
ey honour the Father; where the power is the Ephef. ji. 1. v. 14. 1 Tim. v. 6. and if the expreflion os°
honour fhould. be the fame likewife. Men were axouzayreg, is to be taken as we render it, with the moft
o honour the Son, as the maker and governor, literal exalnefs, for they that hear, or they, and they alone,
r of the world, by yielding to him the homage that fo attend to the voice of Chrift as to believe in him,
e, and obedience, that they might be rewarded it will then limit it to this fenfe; which feems alfo fa-
fting life: fo that being appointed of the Fa- voured by ver. 24. where death plainly fignifics a fiate of
21 Judge, they who did not honour him, did fin and condemnation. ) '
he Father. He who treats an ambafludor ill, Ver. 26. For as the Father bath life, &c.] ¢ TFor as the
mafter; but he who honours not the Son, $ Fatheris the Fountain of life, who hus it neceflurily and
-loved of the Tather, honourcth not the Fa- ¢ in the moft perfeét manner in himfelf, and communicates
it him for this purpofe, that he might be ho- ¢ it toall the living ; fo in the dilpenfation, whereby he has -
n. He who belicveth not the Son, believeth ¢ conftituted his own effentially living Son to be the Mef--
r likewifc, by whom he was fent into the ¢ fiah, he has granted to him, that in his incarnate ftate, -
h.i. 3. ¢ and in the execution of his oflice, he fhail have this life
wh everlafling life,] ¢ He is already entitled ¢ in himfelf, with authority to communicate life to others, .
t is already begun in his foul ; and be, if he ¢ in raifing them from the dead, by his own fund of
nto death, fhall fhortly poflufs it in its full ¢ quickening power, which is inherent in himfcif.”
nd thall not ceme into condemnation for Ver. 279, And hath given Lim authority, &c.] 'This may
{fences 3 but he hath pafled from that ftate refer not only to the future and final judgment upon the
vhich men naturally are, to a ftate of life fons of men, but alfo to the inflicting of temporal judg--
ments 3 and poilibly our Lord had the deftruction of Je-
vy werilyy I fay unto you,] Thefe repetitions ruialem more particularly in his eye,—an excrcife of judg- -
“veration are by no means vain, confider- ment which he conftantly afcribed to him{clf. - See Philip,-
rtance of the truth, and how incredible ik g, 11. and the next note. :
o the natural mind, that he, who ftood" Ver. 23—30. Marvel not at this:] ¢ Be not fu'rprifcd
humble a forth, wasin reality zhe Lord ¢ at my fayiny that the Son has power to raife a few par-
fal Judge. ¢¢ The feafon cometh, (fays ¢ ticular perfons from the dead, and authority to intlict’
is now juft at hand, when the dead fhall - ¢ judgment on fome particular otfenders: a far greater
f the Son of God, and they that hear it ¢ power is committed to him, even that of rz2ifing all men
'y live 5 for within thefe few months ¢ at the laft day, and of judging and rewarding them a¢-
ome dead bodies railed to life by the ¢ cording to their works. Now in this judgment I will:
wer (fee DMark, v 41. Luke, vii. 14. % not att ablolutely or aroitrarily, but according to the
nd  compare Matth. xxvil. §2, §3.): ¢ laws of equity' unaiterably citablithed by my Father. -
rhat are dead in fin, fhall by his grace ¢ So that I {hall not aét therein fo properly by my own,
d made fpiritually alive.” We explain ¢ as by my Father's authority.” I can of inine own” Jerf @
caufe it is doubtful whether it may not  msthing ; as I heary 1 judge, ver. 30. in allufion to human
cence. It is well known, that finners  courts, where the judges found their fenteuees upon the
. tellimony



752

31 § If I "bear witnefs of myfelf, my wit-
aefs is not true. , _
32 ° There is another that beareth witnefs
of me ; and I know that the witnefs which he

® j.e. Jalone. Ch.8.14. Ver. 32,33, 36. Ch.14. 712. Numb. 35. jo. Deut. 17. 6.

3. 11, 12.  Mark, 1. 7. Luke, 3. 16. AQs, 13. 25, or If. 4. 1.

Mat. 3.
€h. 1. 15, 39, 36.

Str. JOHN,

Cuar v,

witneffeth of me is true.

33 * Ye fent unto John, and he bare wi-
nefs unto the truth. ,

34 But I receive not teftimony from man:

® Ch. 1. 6%, 15,86, 27, 29—36. & 3. 1t=16. Mz
17. & 17. §.

teftimony of witnefles, and the laws of their country ; yet
the expreflion by no means implies that our Lord, at the
great day, fhall receive information from any one whatfo-
ever, concerning the perfons whom he is to judge : having
been himfelf privy to their actions, he nceds no evidence;
but knows all things that ever were thought, faid, or done
by mankind, irom the beginning to the end of time, fully
and certainly. He goes on, ¢ And my judgment s juff ; not
¢ only becaufe it is thus a judgment according to truth
'$¢ and equity, but likewife becaufe I feck not mine own will,
< &c. I have no interefts to purfue, no inclination to
< fulfil, different from that of my Father.” See Heb. x.
. 9, 10. Matth. xxvi. 39.

Ver. 31. If I bear witn¢fs of myfelf, &c.] Thefe cer-
tainly were very grand affertions, which our Lord made of
his own dignity. But he did not require his hearers to
believe them merely on the authority of his own teftimony;
a circumftance by which the Lord Jefus Chrift, the only
Son of God, is diftinguithed from Mahomet and every
other impoftor. He told them, that he had the teftimony
of John given him in the hearing of their own deputies ;
but at the fame time he obferved, that the truth of his
.divine miffion did not depend merely on human teftimony,
though it was given by one who was a bursing and {lu‘ning
Light, and in whom they greatly rejoiced, becaufe the pro-

phetic fpirit which had fo long ceafed feemed to be again

sevived i him. Sce ver. 35. .
Ver. 32, 33. There is another that beareth witnefs, &c.] This
proof, taken from the teftimony of John the Baptift, though
our Lord feems to fpeak flightingly of it, when he com-
pares it with the proof drawn from his own miracles, yet
was an argumett of particular force to the Jews, and could
not fail to convince and confound them ; for, as we read
in another place, they durft not openly {peak againft John,
becaufe the people generally had him in efteem, and
thought him a prophet. A proof, therefore, from his tefti-
mony would either remove their doubts, or reduce them
to filence. .The following obfervations will prove that
the teftimony of John ought to be received. He affirms
~ that he knew Jefus to be the Mefliah; and this knowledge
he acquires, not by any obfervaticns which he made upon
the life and behaviour of Chrift, nor from comparing his
a&tions with the prophefies relating to the Mefliah; forit
‘appears that at the time he gave his teftimony, Chrift had
not difcovered his divine miffion, and was but juft enter-
ing into his office; nor does it appear that Chrift had de-
clared any thing of it to him. He is not guided by con-
jeQures, but by immediate revelation, and by a voice from
eaven, declaring. Chrift to be the Son of Ged. He affures
us, that God difcovered to him that Chrift was the Mef-
fiah. From the teftimony which John gave, and from the
manaer in which he gave it, we may difcover the cha-

‘

—

ralter of a great and a good man. We fecin himgrea
aufterity of life, felf-denial, contempt of the pleafures
and vanities-of the world, an a@ive yet difcreet zed, 2
courage and conftancy arifing from true picty; anda fin
cere modefty and humility. He flattered not the Pharifecs
and Sadducees; he affumed no honours which belonged
not te him; he faid lefs of himfelf than he might har
faid with truth. When his difciples were afraid that Chrit
would draw all men after him, and leffen the reputation of
their mafter, he was not to be moved by fuch improper

motives ; nor did he ceafe to bear teftimony to Chrif,and |

acknowledge his own inferiority. Appointed of Godto
exhort and approve, he reproved even Herod, though be
could not be ignorant of the danger to which he expoled
himfelf. By his blamelefs and upright behaviour b
gained the efteem of the Jews ; and, after his death, v
fpoken of with the greateit veneration. He was a man who
praltifed the aufterities that he preached, feverely vim
ous, exhorted all men to righteoufnefs, and lived fuitably
to his own do@rine. He could not a& this part witha
view to any worldly profit, and to enrich himfelf; k
fought no fuch advantages ; and if he had fought them, ke
would never have attained them by pretending to flight
them, by dwelling in a wildernefs, and by exhorting 2
to virtues and graces of which he had not fet them 22

example. Nothing therefore can be thought to have in-
fluenced him, unlefs religion, vanity, and the loveof fame. |

If he was guided by ambition, he had reafon to be fatished
with his fuccefs ; all Jerufalem was moved at his

ing. They had fo good an opinion of him, that the
thought him certainly one fent from God, perhaps oneof
the old prophets returned into the world; perhaps te
Mefliah himfelf. What ufe did he make of this farou™
able difpofition of the people ? He fpake of himfelf ik
much lowlinefs and modefty, and exhorted them to -
knowledge Chrift as the Mefliah. If he had been 2 prood
and ambitious man, he would not have fet Jefus abore

himfelf ; he would at leaft have been filent, and hare 4

the Jews to judge for themfelves. We may therelore &

firm, that he was what he feemed to be, a gracious 3

and a fincere lover of truth; and ¢hat he would nat e } ™

deccived the people in any cafe ; above W, ™t magk .
important. He decided a queftion, ®ot o froall m::&
ance, but concerning the Mefliah foretold by the prep ,,
expe&ed at that time, to whom the nation ¥ od tie
pay obedience, who fhould be a ruler, a delivern 3: him
founder of an everlafting kingdonra. If we fupP:: 0
capable of deceiving the people irs this poioh e ¥
fuppofe him to be wicked to the higg heft degress ‘:wrad“’
feared not God, nor regarded mara ; Who endea”
lead into a fatal error his own nas-ion

honoured and refpeed. Butitis

? Ch. 1. 19—27. Mak 3. 1. & 456 Il




48, V,

thefe things I fay, *that ye might be faved.
¢ ' He was a turning and a- fhining light :
ye were willing fora feafon to rejoice in
ght,

‘gﬂ But I have greater witnefs than zbat
hn: for the * works which the Father
iven me to finith, the fame works that
bear witnefs of me, that the Father hath

19.10. Ch.20. 1. Rom.15.4. 1 Tim. 4. 16.

6. 1 John, 4 12. Ch. 3,18,
Ch. 1. 11. Luke, 7. 30.

St. JOHN.

= Pf 119. 11. 1 John, 2, 14. Prov.2.1,2. & 6.21. & 7.1, 2. Deut. 6. 6=9.
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fent me.

37 And the Father himfelf, which hath fent
me, ‘ hath borne witnefs of me. .* Ye have
neither heard his voice at any time, nor feen
his fhape. '

38 And ye have not his word *abiding in
you : * for whom he hath fent, him ye believe
not. :

T Mat. iii. & 11. 7==34. & 21.26. & 17.12,13. Mark, 1. 2==11. & 6. 14, 20.
g=17) 76y77. & iil. Ch. 1.6-=36, & 3.28—36. Gal. 4. 15. Mat. 13. 20, 21. 2 Pet. 1. 19.
t Mat. .17 & 17. 5. I 42. 1—7. 2 Pet. 1.17. Ch. 8. 18. & 12.28. & 14. 10.

* Ch. 10. 25, 38. & 14 12. Mat.

“ Exod. 20. 19, & 33.20. Deut. 4. 12.

YIf 49.7. &

of fo foul acrime. We may alfo conclude,
Id not have borne teftimony to one whom he
Il know to be the Mefliah, becaufe common
ould have kept him from throwing away, fo
s good name and reputation. The character
ah could not be long perfonated by the moft
or. He was to be a teacher of truth ; in him
s were to be accomplithed, and by him many
e to be performed. If therefore John had
[cws to a falle Meffiah, to one in whom none
&ers appeared, his fraud or his error would
overed 5 he would have expofed himfelf to
t of a falfe prophet ; at leaft, he would have
 and favour of the Jews, and the fair and
putation which till then he had preferved,
: been the obje& of Jewith contempt and
1g can make us fufpect that he would have
inconfiftent and extravagant, or hinder us
that he fpake as he was dire&ed by the
Nor is it lefs evident, that he adted on this
» motives of intereft or partiality, It was
to him ; on the contrary, he faw that if
owledged to be the Mefliah, he would be
¢d and admired. Nor can we fuppofe
partial out of friendfhip, for there ap-
: "been any intimacy between him and
obferve, that John was a perfon of emi-
ue ; that he had borne witnefs to Chrift;
to him, and that, upon all thefe ac-

o deferve diftinguifhed marks of favour.

as we can learn from the evangelifts,

yith himj; the reafon for which pro-

-~ teftimony of John might appear of
: none could fufpe& him prejudiced
elation. But f{till it may be alleged
, that he was an enthufiaft. Some of
s of our Saviour faid, that John the
ofes, becaufe they had nothing elfe to
e accufation is groundlefs; his dif-
1tion fufliciently confute it; his pro-
ves it to be falfe. He foretold the
efliah, the calamities which fhould
i Jews, the death of Chrift, and the
>hoft. Enthufii(m may make a man
cmmunications with God, and it may

lead him to aufterities and felf-denial ; but it will not en-
able him to declare future events. If we put all thefe
things together, we may conclude as we fet out, that the
Baptift’s veracity in the teftimony that he gave of Chrift is
unqueftionable.

Ver. 34. But I receive not teflimony from man :] I ftand
¢ in no need of the teftimony of John, or of any other
¢ man; nor do I feck after-fuch kind of evidence with any
¢ anxiety. But I fay thefe things to you, on your own
¢ principles, out of a tender and paflionate concern for
¢ your conviftien; that you who are now confpiring
¢ againft my life, may be faved from that deftru@ion which
¢t he foretold, as the portion of thofe who fhould reject
¢ me, and which the greateft of them fhall not be able to.
¢¢ efcaped” See Matth. iii. 10.

Ver. 35. He was a burning and a fbining light :]1 Thisis
the chara&ter given of Elias, Ecclus. xlviii. 1. and is pro-.
perly applied by our Lord to John, who came in the fpirit.
and power of Eliss, being both a fbining light, as he revealed
the myfteries of heaven, and a durning light, as he reproved
the vices of the Jews with facred warmth and zeal.

Ver. 36. But I have greater witnefs] Our Lord told .
them that he had the tcftimony of one infinitely greater
than John: even the teftimony of the Father, who was
continually bearing witnefs to Inim by the miracles which
he empowered him to perform, and who had given him a
peculiar and diret teltimony at his bapti{m, by declaring
from heaven in a grand, audible, articulate voice, that he
was his Beloved Son; which voice many then living had
heard, and no doubt remembered. See the beginning of
ver. 37. and the note on ch. iii. 2. -

Ver. 37, 38. Ye have neither heard his wiice at any time,
&c.] ¢« Nor have you any reafon to difpute the teftimony
¢ which the Father hath thus given me, though you have
¢ never beard bis woice, nor feen bis form ; as being one.
¢ whom no man hath feen or can fee. For he has tefti-
¢« fied the fame concerning me in his word, where he has
¢ {poken of me in the cleareft manner. But, notwiche
« ftanding the fubmiffion that you profefs to his authority,
¢ you will not be perfuaded to receive the teltimony he
¢ has given; and after all that he has faid, it is flill evi-"
¢ dent that you have not bis awerd cordially abiding in yous; .
¢ nor do you fhew a due regard even to thofe former re-
¢ velations which you acknowledge as divine ; for, not-
¢¢ withftanding all the rcafons which are there given to

§1 ‘ ¢ induce

a o a
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39 ¥ *Search the Scriptures; for in them
ye think ye have eternal life: * and they are
they which teftify of me.

40 " And ye will not come to me, that ye
might have life.

41 9 <1 receive not honour from men.
42 But ‘I know you, that ye have not the
8.7 Chororn ke 3 t0n U a0 & 55 L e r, b

a. 6. Mat. z0. 28, 4 Jer. 17. 9, 10. Rev.2.23. Luke, 16. 15.
2, 3. Ch. 1. 3. ¢ Mat. 24. 6,24. AQs, 5. 36, 37. & a1. 38.

JOHN Cuar.V, |
love of God in you. 1;2
43 ° I am come in my Father’s name, audye |-

Hofea, 21.3, 7. Heb. 10. 29.
Mat. 23. 1328,
¥ Ch. 12. 43.

l

receive me not:  if another fhall comeinhis | "
own name, him ye will receive. J1

44 ¢ How can ye believe, which receite
henour one of another, and feek not the bo- I
nour that cometb from God only ? i

* See Luke, 16, 29. & 24. 27, 44- Ch. 1.45. Ver.46. * ‘R
€ Ch. 6. 15. Ver. 34. 2 Con8.9. 1Thi

. €.Ch.3.16. Exod. 23.21. Heb. 5.4,5 wibll g5 |,
Rom. 2.129. it

¢ induce you.to it, you do not believe him, whom be bath fent,
¢ with a much fuller and clearer difcovery of himfelf than
‘& any of his former meflengers have brought.”

Ver. 39. Search the feriptures ;] Becaufe the Jews were
exceedingly averfe to acknowledge the Lord Jefus for their
Mefliah, notwithftanding that the evidences of his divine
miflionwere fo unexceptionable; he defired them, for further
proof, o fearch their own feriptures, and particularly the
writings of the prophets ; which, fays he, is certainly your
duty, becaufe thofe writings, as you juftly fuppofe, contain
the knowledge of eternal life, and therefore the knowledge
of the Mefhah; and I can with confidence refer you to
them, knowing that they confirm my pretenfions in the
moft ample manner, the charatters of the Meffiah pointed
out by them being'all fulfilled in my perfon. The word ¢pev-
sars, rendered fearch, implies the moft diligent attention
and fcrutiny into the meaning of the fcriptures. Several
great writers contend, that this verfe is in the prefent tenfe;
and that the paflage fhould be rendered, Ye fearch the ferip-
tures, becaufe you apprebend that you have eternal life in them =
that is, the dire€ions of heaven for obtaining it ; Now
thefe are they, the very writings, which teflify of me; yet,

. ver, 40. Ye aill not come unto me, that ye may have life.
The words which exprefs their high opinion of the fcrip-
tures, feem rather to fuit this tranflation; and it is highly
probable, that, at the time when the Pharifees were fo im-
patient of the Roman yoke, they would with great dili-
gence fearch the facred oracles for predictions relating to-
the Mefliah ; though it is too plain, they had a moft un-
happy bias on their minds, which prevented the good effets
that might have been expefted from that inquiry, had
3t been impartial. It is alfo well known, that refined
criticifm on the facred writings made the moft fathionable
branch of learning among the Jews; in comparifon of
which, prophane literature was held in contempt, and in-
deed by many of the zealots in great abhorsenee. Dr.
Rutherford would read the verfe interrogatively, as by
way of reproach 5 Do you fearch the feripturesy—and yet will
not come to me ?

Ver. 41, 42. Lreceive not honour from men, &c.] ¢ Though
¢ 1 fpeak of your coming to me, let me remind you that
& it 15 not out of an ambition of drawing multitudes about
% me, to follow and applaud my teaching; for the whole
¢ of my conduét proves, that I receive not glory frem
¢ men.” Our Lord infinuated, that the proofs of his
divine miflion were as full and clear as poffible, being fup-
ported not only by miracles, but by the aQions of his life,

\

which, in all points, agreed with his doctrine; forinm |
one inftance whatever did he feek the applaufe of mes, |
or affe@ fecular power; but was always innmocent and |
humble, though he knew that thefe qualities rendered him
little in the eyes of perfons void of the love of God, who
expecled to [ee their Mefliah adorned with great feculs | °
glory ; and thercfore addreffing himfelf to men of ths |
charalter, our Lord fays very emphatically, I know y.
"The whole feries of his difcourfe excellently fhews how
far our Lord was from foothing the vanity of men inplae
and power, to obtain their favour.

Ver. 43. I am come in my Father's name,) He came
with a commiffion from his heavenly Father, to promot
his glory, and a fpiritual falvation from fin and wrath; and |~
produced feveral unexceptionable witneffes to eftablifh his |
divine character and offices; and yet, becaufe he oppofed
their vices, and did not appear with worldly pomp, nor
gave them expeQations of fecular riches, honour, and |-
power, they would not believe in him. Whereasifany |-
other perfon came to them in bis own name ; that is, with-
out a commiffion from God, they would joyfuly en-
brace him, provided he affumed the majefty of a king, and
promifed temporal bounties to his followers. The Jews
gave many fignal proofs of this infatuation during their
wars with the Romans, and a little before the deftruction
of their city ; for then many impoftors arofe, pretending
to be the Meffiah, and promifing them deliverance; by
which they drew away great multitudes, as their 0w
hiftorian Jofephus informs us, and we have oblerved in the
note on Matth. xxiv. 26.

Ver. 44. How can ye bilieve, &c.] Qur Lord obferrtsy )
that this infidelity of the Jewith rulers (fecon ver. 1) .
was owing im a great meafure to their pride. Tl{eywbo ‘
had all along preached glorious things conceming de
empire and grandeur of the Mefiah, would not sl }
that auguft charater to one of fo low a conditioa # [
parently as our adorable Lord, who was deftitute %1% .-
the ordinary advantages of birth, fortune, and eudioet; "
becaufe it would have been fuch a confeffion of 1300\'3"{3 "
and unfkilfulnefs in the fcriptures, 3s muft hare cxggd o
them to the contempt of thofe whom they had mie: ik
How can ye believe, &c. ¢ How can f“Ch.p‘f[O”s ”;o: S
¢ belicve” in me, whofe charatex amnd ftation ﬂ;:“ e |
« different from what you have a1l aloug told E:ah’p%‘
« that the fcriptures teach concermamg the Mcbc exped
¢ confeffion of your own ignorax2Ce ¥ Z\?d\c Pnifcof W
% from you, whain all your aEX3OM fe  gth }“a

. |

B
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45 7 Do not think that I will accufe you
to the Father : * there is one that accufeth you,
ver Mofes, 'in whom ye truft,

46 For had ye believed Mofes, ye would
* Rom. 3. 19, 20. & 7. g=e14, Gal. 3 0.

. 18. & 39. 10. Deut. 18, j5em18.
b, vii—L.,

Ver. 46.
Exod. xii. xxv—xzx.
! Luke, 16.29. Rom. 10. 17.

~

$t. JOHN.

Y Ch.8.6. Mat.19.7. A&s,6.11, 14
Lev. i—xvi. Numb. fii. iv. viii. xv. xxviii. xxix. Rom. 30.4. Gal. 4. 24. Col. 2. I
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have believed me: *for he wrote of me.

47 But 'if ye believe not his writings, how
fhall ye believe my words 2

k Gen. 3. 15 & 12. 3. &£ 17.18. &

men, (Matth. xxiii. 5.) and net the praife of God;
vhich is the only true praife, and is to be obtained,
hrough grace, by a fieady regard to truth and holinefs,
1 oppofition to all earthly paflions whatfoever.”
er. 45. Do not think, that 1 will aceufe you, &c.] Do
binky &c.?  Syriac. Our Lord told them in conclu-
that they were not to imagine that in reje&ling him,
finned againft no perfon but him, and that he alone
I accufe them to the Father for their infidelity.
y through whofe law they trufted to have falvation,
kewife difhonoured by it; inafmuch as he wrote of
ider the names of the Seed of Abrabam,—Shiloh,—A4
like to himfeif, &c. Wherefore, feeing they re-
to believe on him, Mofes would accufe them as
f difbelieving his writings. This is one of the moft
paflages that can be imagined, in which Mofes is
ted as Jooking down with indignation upon thefe
vho gloried in being the moft diftinguifhed of his
: and feeing how injurioufly they treated the Lord
e great Prophet predited by Mofes, that great
is reprefented as turning to God with a fevere
1 againft them, and urging his own preditions as
ation of their inexcufable infidelity.
s 47. For ke wrote of me.] ¢ Had you believed
tings of Mofes, which are daily read in your
ucs, you awould have believed me ; for thefe writ-
cribe me, as by a variety of ftriking types and
fo likewife by many ftrong and dire& prophe-
the laft mnote: Bat if ye believe not his writings,
ye beliewe sy wwirds 2 If you do not believe the
» of your own lawgiver, I have no reafon to
ed that you do not credit me upon my tefti-
Thus the Lord Jefus aflerted his own perfonal
heSon of God, and Judge of the world; and at
e propofed the evidences of his divine miflion
th fuch ftrength of reafon, perfpicuity, and
thing can equal.

'rawvr jfrom our Lord’s miracle wrought at the
w. — It is very pleafing to obferve, that the
the moft high God, when, as the Lord and
-at¢ IMeflenger of the covenant, he fuddenly
/e, and when he was about to deliver the
lifcourfe concerning his equality with the
on the fabbath-day, enter as a phyfician
cs, which were a kind of hofpital, where
at a multitude, fo fad a fpetacle of the
ffering children of Adam !
, afTure us, that Chrift, though reigning in
I glory with the Father, does not therefore
iferies 3 but exerts the office of a loving
. world, as a great hofpital, aflifting by his

grace, and ready to help, the aflited in foul as well as
body, and not forgetting to extend continually his rich
mercy and compaflion towards both. ‘

Nay, if he condefcended to come down into this
wretched world, this place of mifery and woe, and to afe
fume our nature, and to open from his moft precious heart
a fountain for all our uncleannefs; can we doubt of his
fatherly care over us? Can we doubt of his tender re-
gard for us /—We muft neceflarily be dear to bim, who,
of his own free love, paid fo inel{imable a price for us!
Let us learn hence, with full and humble confidence to
repofe ourfelves upon him, and in all our miferies and ne=~
ceflities to commend ourfelves into the hands of this faithe
ful Redeemer; to wait upon him in all thofe means,
which he himfelf has ordained and appointed, and wherein
he has promifed to meet and refrefh our longing fouls !

What a blefling was this pool of Bethefda, endowed
with this miraculous virtue, to the Jewith people! You
fce how they thronged it; the five porches were full; all
were wifhing and ftriving to enjoy its advantages. Were
there fuch a miraculous 4ath in this nation, there would
be no lefs crowding thither. Each would be preffing to-
wards it, when labouring under difeafes; all defirous of
ftepping in firft, that they might be made whole.

How amazingly do men, by their own condu& in fem-
poral things, condemn themfelves in Jpiritual ! Such a pool,
fuch a fountain there is for the foul, a_fountain opened for finy
and for all uncleannefs ; a fountain, in which whofoever will,
may come, wafh, and be clean. Such a fountain is the moft
precious blood of Jefus Chrift, ftreaming forth in all his
divine ordinances,—thofe waters of life, by which fpiritual
malat}ies are healed, and vigour is reftored to our enfecbled
fouls { -

And yet, how little are they thronged by men, withing
and earneftly ftriving to be healed ; how few compara-
tively are there who come to them with a full fenfe of
their fpiritual impotency, and a refolution to fzp in that
they may be made whole! Multitudes were continually
attending at this peo/; and why then is the boufe of God .
forfaken, where not one alone, but many, at the fame mo-
ment may receive fpiritual fight and ftrength, yea, and life
from the dead ? But, alas! under the difeafes of the foul,
how few comparatively defire to be made whole. Blefled
Jefus ! if thou haft awakened that defire in us, we would
adore thee for it, as a token for good ; and would lift up our
believing eyes to thee, in humble expeQation that thou
wilt gracioufly fulfil it.

How many are there who never come to the ordinances
of God at all ; who have either found out fome new mes
thods of fpiritual cure ; or, proud in heart, will confefs no
fpiritual infirmities, and defpife the weaknefs of their prof-
fered curc; or, wife in their own inventions, have toe

sla much



756 ST.

CHAP VL

Chrift feedeth froe thoulind men awith five loaves and two
Jijhes.  Trereupon the people avould bave made him king.
But withdraacing himfelf, ke avalketh on the fea to kis dif-
ciples : reproveth the pesple flicking after bim, and all the
Sle/bly bearers of his averd : declareth himfelf to be the bread
of life to believers. Many difciples depart from bim.  Pe-
ter confoffth bim.  Judas is a devil.

[Anno Domini 31.]

FTER thefe things * Jefus went over

the ® fea of Galilee, which is the fea of
‘Tiberias. ‘ '

3 Mat. 14. t;—-zvr. Mark, 6. 371 —24. Luoke, 9. 10—17.

© ¢ Mat. 4. e3—25. &8. 1. &1 7. & 2. 1¢ &g 1 & 14013, 14,
23. 5. Exod. 12. 6. Deut 16. 5. Numb. 28. 6. ! Mar. 14. 15.

JOHN

b Mat 4. 18. & 15. 29. & 14.
¢ Ver. 15. Mat. § 1. & 14. 23. & 15. 29. Luke, 6. 12. & 5. 25
Mark, 6. 35. Luke, 9. 12.

Canr VI

2 *And a great multitude followed fin, | &
becaufe they faw his miracles which he dd |~
on them that were difeafed.

3 And * Jefus went up into a mouatn,
and there he fat with his difciples.

4 ° And the paffover, a feaft of the Jow
was nigh. -

5 ' When Jefus then lifted up Zus eyes,and \*
faw a great company come unto him, he i |7
unto Philip, Whence fhall we buy bread th .,
thefe may eat? &

34 Luke,s. 1. Numb =4 r2. Jefire:
<L,

Ch. 4. 35

much fenfe to believe the gofpel. God grant that they may
all underftand in time bow fearful a thing it is to fall
into the hands of the living God ! more efpecially, when fo
much grace, when fo much goodnefs, when fo much
mercy, has been long and obftinately rejected 5 the grace,
the mercy, the goodnefs of an eternal Saviour, who, un-
bounded” in his voluntary love, hath endured fufferings
unfpeakable, to procure fo divine a remedy for all our
evils ; a remedy infallible ! All ficknefles, all diforders,
however complicated, however invetcrate, are here re-
moved by one hand, and one water : none ever were, none
ever will be fent empty away, who come defirous of relief;
nor is that relief confined to the fi# only who fteps inj
it is a fountain flowing plenteoufly unto every draught!

And thus may a// be cured ; but their own i/ muft
concur : Chrift firft afked the man, Wilt thou be made whole ?
ver. 6. before he bid him arife and walk. There could be
no doubt of Ais defire to be cured, who waited at the pool
for this very purpofe; and jyou, reader, muft fhew your
will and defire to be cured in this fame way ; you mufl wait
at the pool,—muft wait for Chrilt in thofe general ordi-
nances, which himfelf hath enjoined, in the facraments, in
prayer and the word : and if, with hope, duly fenfible of

our weaknefs and mifery, you thus wait upon him, you
need not fear but he will perfe& the cure of all your
fpiritual maladies, and emable you to walk and glorify
him.

But if you attend at the podl, if you frequent the ordi-
nances of the gofpel, with any other motive than a real
defire to meet there the Saviour of your fouls, and to be
healed of all your infirmities by his blood ; be affured you
. will frequent them in vain, and never find them, what
they are to the contrite and humble, means of grace, and
channels of heavenly life and fupport to the foul.

Should you frequent them, and ftill find them not efh-
cacious, you muft not therefore ceafe to frequent them.
The man’ before us, was thirty-eight years in his infirmiry,
ver. 5. and yet was perfectly healed by the power of
Chrift at the laft. God fometimes delays his mercies to
make them mere fignal and acceptable ; and when we have
#10 man to put us into the pool, when none is able or willing
to help, he fpeaks the word, and we are delivered.  Berh-
¢fda muft be waited on ; he is worthy of his crutches, who

_the immortal, the better part, when we know thatour

will not ftay God’s leifure for his cure : there is no virtte,
no fuccefs without patience ; and here we all have neeiof
it. One is fick of an overflowing of the gall,—the juue-
dice of malice ; another of the fwelling of pride; anothr
of the fever of concupifcence ; another of the vertigo of
inconftancy ; another of the choaking quinfey of curis 1
and blafphemies ; another of the dropfy of covetoufnels;
another of the pleuritical pangs of envy : one is confumel
with emulation ; another rotten with corrupt defires;
and all are fo much the ficker, if they feel not thefe ci-
tempers.

We work hard, and we endure much for the bodj ; wiat
toil do'we take, that we may toil yet a Rittle longer! We
endure many certain pains for the add3tion of a few ur-
certain days. Why will we not do thus for the fu ior

waiting will not be unfuccefsful ; and when we know that
our avaiting here, fhall procure for us ezernal reft hereafter!
O wait then upon the Lord in all the means of grace, in
all the paths of duty; come by thefe mearns, duly feniicle
of your fpiritual evils; lay them before the Lord, conicit
your fins to him, and with earncft defire to & delixered
Jfrom the body of this death, cry to him, and he will 3t~length
give you the viflory, and by his grace enable you to rifs t:l
up your bed and awalk ; to leave fin, and all the occafions of
it, and to ferve him in holinefs and newnefs of living.
The fure evidences of a fpiritual cure are thefe: 1. :
forfaking of our former fins: 2. A laying afide the mané
and occafions thereof : and, 3. A performing the contt:
actions ; particularly the duties of praife and thankfgi
to God, as this infirm man did, who, languithing ashe ¥
lately on the couch, we quickly after fee Sfound by Tefu m;
temple, ver. 14. And where indeed fhould they be fousd
who have been raifed up from beds of weakueh 7
brought out from chambers of forrow and °°“ﬁ"c2‘;"}
but in the fanfluary, rendering their praifes & l { ae
their mercies ? It ‘was here that Chrift faid to by ur; ‘
leffon to us all, Bebkold, thou art rriade 'w,”{("./l ’Wﬁﬁl
leff a worfe thing come unto thee ; Ire¥edy flLewng us‘,, )
difeafes and ficknefs are the punifIrment of 1""’ ;:‘ i .
of confequence the beft remedy ww¢ 0 m;b,t uph }
cure, is fincere repentance and convakon Bi§ 1 I
grace of God. B 1

1
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6 And this he faid to ® prove him : for he
himfelf knew what he would do.
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‘7 Philip anfwered him, * Two hundred
pennyworth of bread is not fufficieat for them,

b ¢ 6L gs. Numb. 11. 21,22, Mark, 6. 37.

Sin 1o morey left a worfe thing come unto thee. To deter
om relapfes into fin, Chrift fhews the danger of them,
was bad enough to lic thirty and eight years bound by a
rible difeafe : but it is wor/e, infinitely worfe, than pen
n deferibe, or thought conceive, to lie bound in flames
ever-during fire, not for thirty-eight, or thirty times
rty-cight years, but for ever and ever /—Let them re-
mber this admonition of our Lord, who have made
n fick-beds good refolutions, and determined to turn
amend their lives, when the hand of God hath been
upon them 5 but have forgotten all, when, to prove
fincerity, he hath faved them awhile from the jaws
ath ! O let fuch remember, how fearful a woe hangs
their heads, who, having been made awkole, have yet
ged as ufual in the praclice of fins and left a worfe
even eternal mifery, come unto them, let them make
with broken hearts and humbled fouls, to the hea-
pool of Bethefda, the blood of Chrift, the fountain
| for fin and for uncleannefs. .
is the fruitful parent of all huinan evils; and, till the
{ts in the filent grave, the temptations to fin will
afe: fo that we have continual need to be upon
ch, and to remember our Lord’s warning. The
thod to fecure us from relapfes, is a full depend-
n the almighty grace of God, fought for in all
rting powers with fincerity and humility, accom-
r a 1trict attendance on all the means of grace, on
fpel ordinances, and by a holy and confcientious
and a ftri& watchfulnefs over all our thoughts,
d a&tions. If endecavouring thus to wait, and
}, we thall ind God’s grace fuffcient for us ; if
? find us in the temple, paying our grateful tribute
nd adoration, he will enable us boldly to confefs
men, as this man did before the Pharifees;
serfeveringly do fo, we have his infallible pro-
e will alfo confifs us before his Father and all
rels, in the realms of glory and immortality.

X. 325 33-

onNs.—1{t, The fealt fpoken of ver. 1. was
paflover ; the fecond which our Lord kept
after his public entrance on the miniftry;
works the following gracious and very re-
icle .
ce where the miracle was wrought, is worthy
25 a pool of water near the fbeep-gate, Neh.
Rethefda, or the houfe of mercy, furrounded
or covered walks, where the impotent lay
came-with their feveral complaints, blind,

waiting for the moving of the water, in
.. For this pool was impregnated with a
t certain feafons, owing to the defcent of
roubled the waters; and the firft perfon
y ftepped in, was cured of whatever difcafe

-aling power began to be communicated to

the waters, or when it ceafed, the Jewith hiftorians are
entirely filent ; it ferved however to thew, that God had not
left kis people without witnefs, and reprefented that foun-
tain which fhould be opened in the Saviour’s fide, in which
whoever wathed fhould be made clean : This fountain has
not at feafons merely, but at all times, the power of heal-
ing 3 and therefore whoever continues under his fpiritual
maladies, has only his own negligence to blame, that he
will not come to Chrift that he may be cured. -

2. The perfon on whom the cure was wrought, had
been thirty-cizht years under his infirmity, probably pa-
rilytic, and unable to move; and therefore when Jefus,
pafling by, compuffionately obferved his pitiable cafe, and
gracioufly addrefied him, IVt thou be made whole? he re-
lates his unhajpy coundition, and his continual difappoint-
ment, while fome other ftepped in, before he could find a
friend to aflit him to reach the troubled waters; fo that
he began now to defpair of ever obtaining his cure. Note;
(1.) What thankfulnefs do we owe to our preferving God,
if we enjoy perfe&t health and ftrength, whilft others
totter with weaknefs and difeale, and wearifome days and
nights are appointed to them ? (2.) The compaffionate
cye of Jefus is on his affliCted but faithful people; and
though he fuffer them to be long exercifed, he will pafs
by them in due feafon, and deliver them. (3.) They who
would receive a cure from him of their {piritual maladies,
ought at lealt to be waiting at the pool of ordinanees,
where Jeflus ufually manifefts his power and grace.

3. Chrift with a word heals his difeafe, bidding him
arife, take up his- bed, and walk ; and fuch power accom-
panied his command, that the impotent man inftantly felt
his ftrength return; arofe perfeCtly cured; and taking up
his bed, walked away in the fight of, and to the amaze-
ment of the beholders 3 and the fume day vas the fabbath.
Note ; (1.) When Chrift fpeaks to the pznitent foul, he
gives ability for that which he commands.  (2.) They who
are healed by his grace, will inftantly be obedient to, his
will. '

4. As, according to the tradition of the elders, it was
accounted unlawful to carry a bed on the fabbath-day ;
the Jews jealous, therefore, for the honour of that facred
day of reft, rebuked the healed perfon for being guilty of
fuch a profanation. The man thought he had fufficient
authority when he who healed him gave him his orders,
and pleads the command of the perfon who had wrought
the cure upon him. They fufpeted who had done the
miracle, and wanted the man to accufe his kind benefac-
tor, againt whom they wifhed to proceed as a fabbathe
breaker : What man is that which faid unto thee, Take up .
thy bed and walk ? With fuch contempt and indignation
do they fpeak of Chriit, as if he was a mere man, and a
wicked man too, notorioufly guilty of a breach of God’s
law. The man, who knew not Jefus, could give them no
information'; for he had difappeared immediately, mixing -
among the crowd, probably to avoid the admiration of
fome, and the malignity of others, who he knew would
' be
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that every one of them may take a Tittle.

8 One of his difciples, ' Andrew, Simon
Peter’s brother, faith unto him,

I Ch. 1. 40—44. Mat. 4. 18.

Sr. JOHN.

k Numb. 11. 21, 23. 2 Kings, 4. 43. Mat. 14. 17,

Cuar Vi,

9 There is a lad here, which hathfiveba- |
ley loaves, and two fmall fithes: * but wht
are they among fo many ?

Matk, 6. 38. Luke, 9. 33. Veré

be offended at him for this glorious a&t of mercy, becaufe
it was the fabbath-day. Note; (1.) 'The fabbath was made
for man, not man for the fabbath; therefore works of
mercy and charity are always commendable. (2.) They
who are eminent for well-doing, may expect to pafs
through evil report as well as good report. .

5. Soon after this the poor man going up to the temple,
probably to rerurn thanks for his late mercies, met Jefus
there, who gave him a folemn caution with regard to his
future conduél Jin no miore, lef @ avorfe thing come unto thee.
Should he provoke the wrath of God by his fins, it would
yet be worfe than his paft long afli&tion. ‘The man in
the fimplicity of his heart went, and to/d the Fews that it
wvas Jefus, which had made him avhole : probably he hoped
sthat this notable miracle might engage them to acknowledge
him as the Mefliah ; but fo far were they from being led
to admire his chara&er, that, filled with envy and enmity,
sthey fought to flay Jefus; and, for a pretext, pleaded that
this work of mercy was a profanation of the fabbath.
Note; (1.) They who have received fignal mercies from
God, are peculiarly obliged to be found in the temple; of-
fering up their thankfgivings. (2.) In the Lord’s houfe
we may expe to be favoured with his prefence. (3.) Sin
(4-
“They who are by grace delivered from the guilt and powez
of fin, thould be doubly watchful not to return again unto
folly.. (5.) Many cover, with pretended zeal for religion,
their enmity againft the motft faithful fervants of Chrift.

" 2dly, We have our Lord’s vindication of himfelf from
the charge laid again{t him as a [abbath-breaker.

1. He argues from his Father’s works to his own. My
Father aorketh hitherto ; by his continual operation, every
day he adminifters the affairs of the kingdom of provi-
dence 5 and I work as ene with him, in nature and opera-
tion ; and therefore my works of power and grace can be
70 more the fabje€t of blame, than his. - Moft abfurd,
therefore, was the charge laid againft him as a fabbath-
breaker, who was Lord of the fabbath, and one with the
eternal Father, the Maker and Preferver of all things.

2. This defence exafperated them but the more. Such
a claim to God, as his own Lather, in that peculiar fenfe
which implied a co-equality with him in power, authority,
and operation, they regarded as the higheft blafphemy, and
more deferving of death than even the breach of the fab-
bath.

3. Far from blaming his enemies as perverting his words,
he vindicates what he had faid ; aflerting and proving in
the moft exalted fenfe the eternal union and co-equality
between the Father and the Son, and his title to the dig-
nity of the undivided Godhead." Verily, wverily, I fay unte
youy»what I fpcak is certain, and my word truth itfelf ;
2he Son cando nohing of himfelf, but awhat ke feeth the Father
do; fuch is the unity of their nature, that they are alike
antimately acquainted with each other’s councils and de-

. figns, having one eternal mind.  The Son, therefore, never

10

- co-worker, and waéts with the fame divine power and ai-

. antly by the

alls feparately from the Father, but with his confent andcs-
operation : for what things forver be doeth, thefe alfo duethth
Son likewife ; whatever the Father doth in the continul
agency of his Providence, the Son, as one with him, i1

thority as the Father himfelf. For the Father lwab tk
Son, an infinite mutual complacence fubfifts between the
divine Perfons; and fbeaveth him all things that himfelf duth
communicating to him all his councils and defigns, and
doing nothing in the kingdom of grace or providence, but
in conjunction with him: and he will fpew him gratm
aworks than thefe, performed by him and with him, greater
miracles of power and goodnefs than this wrought an the
impotent man, that ye may marvel ; either led to admire
my works, and believe in my divine miffion, or to wonder
and perifh in obftinate infidelity.

4. In confirmation of what he had faid, he inftances
his own divine power in two moft remarkable particu-
lars ; both of which are interwoven in his difcourfe, and
nearly connected.

[1.] He hath power equally with the Father to quicka
the dead. He is the prince of life : felf-exiftent as the Far
ther, he -hath life in himfelf; for as the Father bath lifen
bimfelf, fo hath be given to the Son to bave life in himfdlf; B
the occonomy of man’s redemption this life eternal is
lodged in the hands of the Son, refides in him, andis to
be derived from him ; and he beftows it on all his faithful
faints. DBy him,

(1.) The fouls of penitent finners are raifed from the
death of trefpafles and fins, in which they lay; bythe
word of gofpel-grace they are called from the grave of
corruption, and awake to newnels of life: and the bur
coming, yea, now is, when this great work fhall be per-
formed ; mow by his own miniftry, hereafter more abund-

Frcaching of his apoftles. Note; (1.) 0
fouls, by the fall, are become utterly incapable, in the mere
ftate of nature, of all fpiritual good, infenfible to our real
ftate of mifery, and altogether dead before God. (2.) Out
hearts muft experience a fpiritual refurrection to 'neWﬂfB
of life here, or we can never hope for eternal life heree
after.  (3.) The voice of Jefus in his word made effedtul
by his Spirit, is the powerful agent which accf!ml’“ﬁ'fs
this glorious work in the hearts of thofc who beliere

(2.) By him the dead bodies of 1nen fhall be ratled .ug
at the laft day. Nor need any marvel, that he who i1
created men upon earth, fhould be able t0 rcp:urf! .
ruined tabernacle, and reftore it from the duft: a”:d“:;‘ .
the firft man whom God formed, to the lal whem dﬂ'\n-
thall feize, fball bear the voice of 2he Sonof Gy
ftantly at his word fball come {brtb, leaving e %)
the grave, reftored to life that xever more "% .
though, according to their feveral charalters, veryw e
ent will their doom be; they tHaZ bovt d’"}ew’mmj i
hearts were renewed by divine gracc"““ v:rithwt it £
ways cvidenced faith unfeigned, axad love W ‘

1
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. 10 And Jefus faid, ' Make the men fit
down. Now there was much grafs in the

! Mat. 34. 19. Mark, 6.

O HN. -

‘-

place. So the men fat down, in number suout
five thoufand.

39,40. Laoke, 9. 14, 15.

ation, they, and only they, will rife wnto the refurrection of
ife, to that ftate of immortal blifs and glory, which fhall
 the reward of their fidelity 5 and they that have done evil,
ave continued under the power and dominion of their
ative corruption, have lived without experiencing a divine
ange upon their hearts, and dicd under the guilt of un-
pented fin, they thall be raifed wnto the refurrection of
nnatron, condemned to thole eternal torments which are
: wages of fin, without meafure and without end ; lying
vn in hell under that wrath of Ged, which is for ever
th to come. Ilow awful ! how alarming the adme-
on ! oh that we might feel the weighty mmport of it,
prepare to meet our God !
.] He hath the power of finally dctermining the ever-
g {tate of men and angels. Nat only as God the Son
judge of all, in common with the Father, adminifter-
| the affairs of the kingdom of providence and grace,
ithout him the Father judgeth no man—but as Me-
alfo, he has a peculiar aathority dclegated to him,
cute judgment as the Son of man; to pronounce
¢ from his throne at the laft day, to take vengeance
who have been rebellious againft his government,
pifed or rejeted his falvation; and to fix, by an
ble decree, the eternal bleflfednefs of his faith-
ple : and the rule of his judgment at that day
his own word, Perily, wverily, I fay unto you, He
eth my aword, and believeth on him that fent me,
lafling fifey, and Shall not come into condemnation ;
2l from death urto life : where we may obferve,
finner’s title to glory, fuith in the Recdeemer.
effcé&@ of it deliverance from all condemna-
, if he pertevere in this faith, eternal biifs.
who have pafled from fpiritual death to fpiri-
ave thercin the earneft and foretafte of eternal
he judgmient of Jefus is juff ; for alithat he doth is
1dence with the will of the Father, and accord-
ommi{lion thaot he has received from him. Such,
his infinite dignity, the Son, who is in glory
jefty co-eternal, mutt be honoured, worthipped,
cven as the Father ; and . fo far from its being
, and derogatory from the Father’s glory, that
15 claim equality with him, in nature, perfec-
:created excellence ; fo in{eparably conneéted
their honour andintere(t fo entirely the fame,
:r regards every inftance of difrelpe@t thewn.
difhonour done to himfelf ; both as he is one
lhhe fame undivided Godhead, ‘and alfo as he
man fent from him, commiffioned by him,
yaflador, reprefenting himfelf.
 firmation of the glorious charalter which he
is miflion from the Father, our Lord, pro-
e other evidence than his own ; admitting,
e aflerted were utterly unfupported, they
; teftimony of himfclf as untrue.
Baptift bore witnefs of him; to his evi-
>cals, fully affured that it was true :-and they

.

themfelves, who applied to him as a propimet, were bound
to embrace his teftimony, which in the moft folemn man.
ner he delivered to thofe deputies of the Sanhedrim who
were fent to inquire who he was, and under what autho-
rity he acted. He plainly afferted Chrift’s divine charac-
ter (See Ch. i. 19—30.); and his evidence they could not
but allow to be molt refpectable.  For though he was not
that light, the Meclliah, be was a burning and a_fbining light 5
his exemplary conduct and zealous preaching befpoke the
fimplicity of his foul, and ye avere willing for a feafn to re~
Joice an bis light. They gloried in him at firft, and raifed
their expectations high ; but when he would neither him-
{clf afflume the character of the Mefliah, nor declare him-
felf that Elias whom they expeted, they could not bear
the fharpnefs of his rcbukes, and plainnefs of his tefti-
mony to that Mefliah whom they 1ejected ; and therefore
they foon fel off and negleted him: not that Chrilt in-.
deed needed human teftimony ; he had far greater. But
for their conviction he mentions this, if any thing might
be the means of refcuing them from ruin. Nete; (1.y
Every minifter of Jcfus, like John, fhould burn with zeal -
for his glory, and fhine in all’ holy converfation, that he
may adorn and give weight to the doctrine that he preaches..
(2.) Many at firft feem to rejoies in the light of the gofpel,
who foon grow cold and carelefs, and negled fo great a
falvation. (3.) They who trifle. with thcir mercies, are
juftly deprived of them. :

2. He appeals to a greater witnefs than that of John,
even his own works, which bore witnefs of him. His-
whole life and miniftry befpoke his glorious charalter 5
and efpecially his miracles, wrought by his own divine
power, evinced his miflion from God. And greater
works than he had yet done, remained for him to finifh,.
to leave them at lemt without excufe, if they obftinately
perfitted in their infidclity.

3. God the Father himfelf had exprefsly borne witnefs.
to him by a voice from heaven at his baptifm, Matth. iii,.
16, 17. which was folemnly repeated, Matth. xvii. §. at
his transfiguration ; and this was a finguiar atteftation,
fuch as had never before on any occafion been vouchfafed.
Ye have neither heard bis viice at any time, nor Jeen bis fhape 5
all the voices that were heard, and the appearances that
were {een, under the O!d Teltament, were cither thofe of
the Son in 2. human form, or of the angcls employed by
him in this miniftry : then firft when the Father in perfon
fpoke from heaven at the baptifm of his Son, was his
voice audibly heard, and a moft wonderful vifible manifeft-
ation made of his glory. (See the Annotations for ano—
ther view of this paffage.) Al ve have not bis word abiding
in yor ; neither this immediace tellimony from heaven, nor
his former word by his prophets, had ever made any
abiding impreflion 5 for awiom he hath fent, bim yo belicve
not : atter all this evidence they, notwithftanding, rejeCted:
the tellimony of God, and refufed to believe in the Meffiah..
Note ; (1.) When God fends, he will bear witnefs to his
own fervants, and atteft with his Spirit the. commiffion that

he
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1t " And Jefus took the loaves ; and when
he had ® given thanks, he diftributed to the

™ Mat. 14. 19, 20. Mark, 6, 41=—43. Luke,g. 16, 17. Pf. 37. 16. Prov. 13. 25. & 15. 16, 17.

& 26. 27. & 24. 45 Exod. 23. 25. Rom.14. 6. 1 Tim. 4. 5.

St. JOHN.

Cufr. VI,

difciples, and the difciples to them thatwere
fat down ; and likewife of the fifhesas muh

® Nch.g. 25. 2 Sam. 9. 13 Mat. 155

he has given them. (2.) Many have the word of God in
* their hands, and founding in their ears, and yet have it
not abiding in their hearts. o

4. He refers them to their own fcriptures for the proof
of his divine chara&ter and miflion ¢ fearch the fcriptures.
The fcriptures were by many of them much ftudied, and
they boafted of their wifdom in thefe facred oracles, but
they were great ftrangers to the meaning of them; they
had need therefore look farther and decper than ever yet
they had done ; and he ventures to reft his caule upon an
appeal to thefe authentic records, which they themfelves
fo highly and juftly valued: for in them ye think ye have
eternal life: they placed the chief firefs of their religion upon
the knowledge of the law; and flattered themfelves, that
by conftantly reading thefe facred writings, and getting
them by rote, they were fure of heaven. Now thefz, faith
he, are they which telify of me; all the types, promifes,
prophefies, centre in him, and refer to him; and yet ye
avill not cone to me, that ye might have life ; fuch were their
prejudices and wilful tlindnefs, that though the fcriptures
were fo exprefs in pointing him out to their notice, they
would not fubmit to apply to him, that they might obtain
the pardon, life and falvation which he alone could give.
Not that he affeted to exalt himfelf, to gather a party, or
obtain temporal dominion. I receive not benour from men ;
he neither courted nor neceded human applaufe 5 his only
aim was to advance his Father’s glory and the falvation of
men. But I know you, that ye kave not the love of God in
you ; he tried their hearts, and, notwithftanding all their
high pretences of zeal for God’s honour, the love of the
world predominated in their affe€tions, and they had really
no heartfelt and fincere regard to God or godlinefs, and
rejeCted him becaufe he did not correfpond with their
earthly expeGations. Hence, though I am csme in my Fa-
ther's name, with evidences of a divine miffion fo ftrong
and ftriking, ye receive me noty becaufe the falvation that he
brought was fpiritual falvation from fin, and death, and
hell : and he fo fharply rebuked their vices, and undeceived
them in their vain expe€tation of a temporal Mefliah, who
fhould come with outward pomp and grandeur, therefore
they reje€ed bim : but if another fhall come in his cwn
name, bim ye avill receive, eager to embrace every impoftor
who pretended to deliver them from the Roman yoke, and
aggrandize their nation, though vouching no authority but
bis own boaftings. And being under the influence of fuch
a carnal mind, bow can ye believe, which receive honour one
of ancthery and jeck not the binour that cometh from God
only 2 Their fpirit and temper, and the proud affectation
of pre-eminence, were the reverfe of the kingdom which
Chrift came to eret, where humility and felf-denial ftood
in the firt and moft diftinguithed place; and muft for
ever exclude them from the fpiritual, fubftantial, and eter-
nal honours which God alone beftows on his faithful chil-
dren. Learn hence, (1.) The neceflity of deep and ferious
cxamination of the fcriptures, comparing [piritual things

2

with fpiritual, and diligently feeking for Chrift in them,

who 1is the fum and fubftance of them; for without the

pratical knowledge of him, all other attainments in the

letter, language, and phrafes of the fcripture, are really

no better than fplendid ignorance. (2.) In the feripturns

eternal life is to be obtained, becaufe they reveal wus

that Redeemer, who is the author of it to all who oby

him, The Old Teftament, as well as the new, is ful of
him ; the moral law drives us for refuge to him, the typs

of the ceremonial law all prefigure him, the prophefies ail

centre in him. He is indeed all, and in all. (3.) Allwho

come by faith to Chrift, perfeveringly embracing the fal-
vation which is in him, will affuredly find pardon, grace,
and glory : the reafon why any finners perifh is this, that,
blinded by wilful ignorance, and perverted by pride aud
felf-righteoufnefs, they wil/l not come to Chrift that they
may have life. Their eternal ruin, therefore, lies at their
own door. (4.) Chrift fearches the heart, and trieth the
reins; he knows what is in man; and, under the guik of
the warmeft profeflion of religion, can difcover the enmiy
which reigns within againft himfelf and his gofpel. (5)
Where inordinate love of this world prevails, and ambi-
tion, covetoufnefs, and a defire of human applaufe poficis
the foul, it is impoflible that the love of God fhould dw:l
there. No man can ferve two mafters. (6 ) Whenma
choofe thofe falfe prophets, who flatter them in their in:-
quities, and run without being fent; and, pleafed with
their fmooth prophefies, turn a deaf ear to the waming
voice of truth, juftly does God give up fuch to the delu-
fions which they have chofen. (7.) True honour comes from
God alone ; his eftimation of us, not that of all the world
befide, ftamps our chara&er with excellence or infamy.
His approbation, therefore, a gracious foul defires in the
firlt place. (8.) Whilft our hearts affe& earthlyhonours,
it is impoffible that we fhould believe in, embrace, and fub-
mit to him, whofe kingdom is not of this world, and wholz
firlt demand from us is to take up our crofs and follow
him, as men who are wondered at.

Latftly, Chrift turns them over to Mofes, in ¥
tings they fo much gloried, for a proof of his miffion,
as their accufer, if they perfifted im their m!idchty. D
not think that I will accufe you to the Father, as if 1 came “f
{py out your faults, with a view to their conqcmnanon.
No, there is one that accufeth you, even Mofes, whm '{
truft. . That law on which they trufted for falvation, m{:;
needs condemn them as tranfgreffors : and Mofes in P‘r;;}l
at the laft day muft, to their confufion, te{\"fil{flﬁ;f/:/‘
their impenitence and unbelief. For bad ge belicves 2%
ye would have belicved me : for be wrote of mo
Prophet who fhould arife’; as the great e o M
moral and ceremonial, to which both pointed:

in whofe wr-
and

believe nat his writings for whom yor P £ my diie
neration, and are not convinced 7Y ‘hm-\(g w]amr'
miflion, bow fball ye belicve my words? aglﬂ;wm o ek
entertain {uch inveterate prejudice S» and W wik
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~ asthey would. ' '

12 When they were filled; he faid unto his
dilciples, * Gather up the fragments that re-
main, that nothing be loft,

St. ]

* 1 Kiogsy 17. 15,16, Prov. 3. 9, 10. & 11. 24, 25.  Phil.

OHN

13 Therefore they gathered #bem together,
and filled twelve bafkets with the fragments
of the five barley loaves, which remained
over and above unto them that had caten.

261

4. 19.  The difciples had much more left than at the bcginning;

’

ith fuch infolent contempt ? Note ; (1.) Many make their
aft in thofe privileges which will at laft prove their more
pravated condemnation, becaufe they have abufed them.
) They who refufe to fly by faith for refuge to the
pel of Chrift, muft inevitably perifh under the accu-
ons of the law,

CHAP VL .

r. 1. After thefe things] That is, fome time after: for
hn paffes by a great many tranfations related by the
evangelifts ; and perhaps would not have given this
ive, had it not been for preferving a remarkable dif-
of our Saviour, which, though of great importance,
cn omitted by the other facred hiftorians. Sece
iv. 18. and the parallel places. )
4- The paffover, a feaft of the Fews,] This is gene-
pofed to be the third paflover of our Lord’s public
- The. evangelift probably mentions this to fhew
of the year, &c.
. He faith unto Philip,] Our Lord addrefles him-
hilip particularly, becaufe he was a native of
-and Dbeft acquainted with that country. See
and on Luke, ix. 10. ’
This be faid to prove bim :] To try what idea he
f his divine power, as well as to give him an
of obferving more attentively what followed.
wo hundred pennyworth of bread] As much as
irchafed for 200 denarii, which amounts to
inds five fhillings of our money. The men-
fum feems to intimate that their whole ftock
no more. See Mark, vi. 37.
ow there was much grafs] This circumftance
iews, that the miracle of the loaves happened
of February or March, when the grafs is in
in Syria; and to this agrees what we are
t is obfervable, that in computing the num-
fed at this meal, the evangelifts mention
e71, and of them only fuch as were of age;
rree that there were about §ooo. In this
k by guefs ; for the difpofition of the mul-
f a decterminate number, (fee on Mark, vi.
n to make the computation with certainty.
Jive thoufand precifely, one of the ranks
make them lefs; and an additional rank,
> would make them more: but befides
ere aworrtenn alfo, and children, who, we
e not inferior in number to the men
were not fed with the men, as feems
is verfe, muft have been fet down by
parate meal 3 fome of the difciples being
t on them and ferve them. St John
n why fo greata crowd was now with
was at hand, ver. 4 confequently num-

bers from every quarter being on the road to Jerufulem,
they might have been drawn round Chrift by the fame of
his miracles, of which they defired to be eye-witneffes.
Ver. 11. And when he bad given thanks,] St. Matthew
and St. Mark fay fimply that be b/jfed, evroynse, which
moft commentators rcfer to the loaves and fithes, becaufe
St. Luke fays exprefsly, snoynoe avrsss be bloffed them.
Soime, however, put a diiterent fenfe upon the words.
They apprehend, that our Lord’s leoking up to heaven, when
he blefled, mentioned by St. Luke bimfelf, fhews that
this blefling was dirc€ted to God the Father, and that it
imported a thankfgiving for his great goodnefs. The reader,
however, will remember, that the word in difpute has a
fenfe which favours the common interpretation of thig
paflage, Plalm Ixv. 10. thou bleffif} the fpringing thereof,
that is to fay, of the corn. It is not to be fuppofed, that
twelve perfons could put firft a piece of bread, and then
a picce of fifh into the hands of §ooo men, befides wo-
men and children, who were all fed with fuch expedition,
that notwithftanding the thing was not fo much as pro-
pofed to the difciples till about three, all appears to have
‘been over by five in the afternoon. See on ver. 10:
‘Wherefore it is natural to conclude, that in diftributing
the meat the difciples ufed the moft expeditious method,
putting by their Mafter’s direGions, the bread firft, and

after that the fith, into the hands of thofe only who fat-

at the ends of the ranks; with orders to give it to their
companions. On this fuppofition the food muft have ex«
tended its dimenfions, not in our Lord’s hands only, but
in the hands of his difciples, and of the multitude like~
wife; continuing to fwell till there was a greater quane
tity than they who held it, could make ufe of; fo that
breaking off what was fufficient for themfelves, they gave
the remainder to the perfons next to them, who in like
mannper faw the bread and fith fwell in their hands, till
they alfo had enough and to fpare. See particularly the
note on Mark, vi. 39, 40. .
Fer. 12. Gather up the fragments] Though Jefus was
entirely free from worldly cares, and frem all anxiety
about futurity, he did not think it unworthy of him, on
this occafion, to order his difciples to take care of the
broken pieces of meat left by the multitude. The reafon
mentioned by him for their doing fo, namely, that nothing
might be loft, deferves our notice: for it fhews us, that
he to whom the earth and the fulnefs thereof belong,
willeth every man to take due care of all the goods he
poffefles ; and that if he waites any thing by careleflnefs
or profufion, he is guilty of fin; namely, the fin of de-
fpifing the creatures of God, which by fo admirable a con-
trivance as the frame of the world, God hath produced
for his ufe. Wherefore, as by feeding fo many, Jefus hath
fet us an example of liberality ; {o by taking care of the
Jfrogments, he hath taught us frugality ; and by joining the
s K two

-
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14 Then thofe men, when they had feen
the miracle that Jefus did, faid, * Thisis of a
truth that prophet that fhould come into the
world. '

15 9 * When Jefus therefore perceived that
they would come and take him by force, to
make him a king, he departed again into a
mountain himfelf alone.

16 * And when even was 70w come, his
difciples went down unto the fea,

? Gen. 49. 20. Deut. 18. 15—18. I 7. 14. & 9. 6. & 35. 4.
33. 36. & 19. 14,15. Mat.a1. 9. AQ&s, 14. 13.
ward, © "8 Ch.a. 12. &4. 46, Mat. 4. 13. & 11. 23.
X Job, 9. 8.

PL 29. 10 & 93. 4. & 89. 9 Y Mat. 14. 25=—33.
Rev. 1. 17,18, 1L g1. 12, 13.

Sr. JOHN,

Luke, 7. 16, & 24. 10.
Mark, 6. 46. Mat. 14. 23.
fPLo107. 27. & 135 7.

Mark, 6. 43—3I1.

Cuan VI

17 And entered into a fhip, and *wt
over the fea toward ' Capernaum. Andit
was now dark, and Jefus was not come
them.

18 And ‘ the fea arofe by reafon of a grex
wind that blew.

19 So when they had rowed about fire
and twenty or thirty * furlongs, they fee Jelus
* walking on the. fea, and drawing nigh unto
the fhip: ’ and they were afraid.

9Chg 41k
¢ Wehs

Ch. 1. 21. & 4 19,125,42. & 7. 40.
FMar, 14 22—31. Mark, 6. 45—¢4-
U A turlong 18 the 8th part of a mile, Luke, 2. 13,
If 40. 27,28, & 41. 10, 14. & 43 1y 3. &46. Y4

Ch. 2. a4.

two together, he has thewn us that charity and frugality
ought always to go hand in hand; and that there is great
difference between the truly liberal and the /avifh man.

Per. 14. Then thofe men, when they bad feen, &c.] This
vaft multitude of people finding their hunger removed, and
fpirits recreated, as well as their tafte delighted by the
meal, were abfolutely fure it was no illufion : as St. John
exprefles it, they had feen the miracle, fo could not entertain
a doubt, or form an objettion.

In this manner did he, who is the bread of life, feed pro-
bably upwards of ten thoufand people with five loaves and
two fmall fithes, giving a magnificent proof, not only of
his goodnefs, but of his creating power; for, after all had
eaten to faticty, the difciples took up twelve batkets full
of the broken pieces of meat, each difciple a bafket; in
which, as every one of the multitude may be fuppofed
to have left a little, there muft have been much more than
the quantity at firft fet before the Lord to divide. This
ftupendous miracle therefore, without all doubt, was con-
fpicuous, not to the difciples only, who, carrying each his
bafket in his hand, had an abiding fenfible demonftration

" of its truth, but to every individual gueft at this divine"

feaft, who had all felt themfelves delighted, filled, refrefhed,
and ftrengthened by the meal. 'We may juft obferve, that
the expreflion the prophet who fbould come into the world, was
the ufual charateriftic by which the Jews defcribed their
Mefliah. See the Inferences on this chapter.

Ver. x5. When Fefus therefore perceived] The people
thus fed by miracle were unfpeakably aftonithed ; for in-
deed it was wonderful to fee the food extending itfelf
among their hands. In the height of their tranfport, they
propofed to take Fofus by force, and make bim a king, that
18 to fay, to conitrain him to affume the title of Afefiab
witheut further delay. Anciently it was ufual for great

.. men, who courted the favour of the populace, to give

public feafts, at which they invited all the inhabitants of
a town or city. Le Clerc therefore fancies that the mul-
titude took the miracle of the loaves for a thing of this
kind ; and that they exprefled their gratitude to Jefus, by
offering to aid him in what they {uppofed was his purpofe.
It is, however, full as probable, if not more fo, that in
this they fulfilled their own inclinations, which led them
to with for the coming of the Mcfliah’s kingdom, wherein

they all expeted to enjoy great fecular advantages; for,
to fay the truth, they might very naturally imagine tht
he, who with five loaves and two fithes could feed fo
many thoufands, was in a condition to fupport armies any
length of time that he pleafed. See the note on Maith. xiv
22. Ints a mountain fhould rather be rendered it tht
mountain, mentioned above, ver, 3. Before Jefus went

into this mountain, feveral things happened, which th¢
other evangelifts have related, and to which we refer.
Ver.16. And awben even was now come’] We obferved on
ver. 11. that the whole of this miraculous tranfattion ¥
over by five o’clock in the afternoon ; which may be o
le@ed from the circumftance here mentioned, namely,
that when the difciples departed fome time after the dinner,
the fecond evening approached ; that is, it was a little be-
fore fun-fetting, at which time the fecond evening began:
but at that feafon of the year the fun fet before fix o'clock
in the afternoon ; for the paffover, and confcqucm}y the
vernal equinox, was not come: befides, they werein the
mid®t of the lake by the time that the fun was fet. S¢
Matth. xiv. 23. Mark, vi. 47.
Ver. 17. And entered into a_fbip,] Chrift’s order was, that
the difciples fhould go to Bethfaida, as St. Mark informs
us; but the wind becoming contrary, as we fhall fee ime
mediately, they were obliged to fail towards Capernau:
St. John therefore defcribes. the voyage, not as it W™
tended, but as.it aQually happened. The evangehfts hase
not told us how the twelve bafkets full of fragments v

difpoled of 5 probably the difciples carried them W}(h them
into the boat; fo that having before their eyes tns co;
vincing evidence of the miracle, they no doubt difcouriz
about it among themfelves as they failed, ;
rcfleted on every circumftance which had accompt?;‘r
it The people, perceiving that Jefus mtendc(ih w0 o
made no-fcruple to let the difciples go: P“,hal’s ;IM i
gined that he was fending them away to provide fuc e oo
as he had need of in order to the €Xpeditiod; n;\l -
they refufe to difperfe when he._commanded ;} flﬁ’ 5\(\\
pofing all to return next mornin g» 28 they 2 “;,,?,ﬂ/.
a circumftance which proves thar ey did notg? :
Sec on Matth. xiv. 24.

Ver. 19. So when they had roweeZ > &e] rad of b8
they found the wind fo violent, thneJ Wi 178

Probably ¢ |

and dclibfrz(f/! <

.



Cyan, VI,

t 20 But he faith unto them, It is 15 be not
afraid,

21 Then * they willingly received him into
the fhip: and. immediately the fhip was at
the land whither they went.

22§ The day following, when the people
vhich flood on the other fide of the fea faw
at there was none other boat there, fave that
e whereinto his difciples were entered, and
at Jefus went not with his difciples into the
at, but ¢bat his dilciples were gone away
ne;

9 (Howbeit there came other boats from
berias nigh unto the place ® where the
eat bread, after that the Lord had given
ks ;)

When the people thercfore faw that

'3 4 Pl 24. 7—10. Luke, 2. 28—=1c.  Rev. 3. 20.
: ¢ A city on the weit of the fea of Galilee. Ver. 17.

A I 55. 1—3. Ch.17. 2. Rom. 6. 28. 1 Cor. 15. 10.
3 16,17. & 17. 5.

% Or Cinneroth. Joth. 11. 2. Numb. 34 11. Ver. 1, *
€ Pf. 78. 34, 37- 1L §8. 2.
 not. fCh g 13 Eecl1.2. & 5. 11, Mat. 6. 19, 20. Col. 3. 2. & 2. 22. 1 Cor. 6. 13.
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Jefus was not © there, neither his difciples, they

alfo took fhipping, and came to ¢ Capermaum, .

feeking for Jefus.
25 And when they had found him on the

“other fide of the fea, they faid unto him,

Rabbi, when cameft thou hither?

26 Jefus anfwered them and faid, Verily,
verily, I fay unto you, ° Ye feek me, not be-
caule ye faw the miracles, but becaufe ye did
eat of the loaves, and were filled.

27 * Labour not for ‘ the meat which pe-
ritheth, but for ® that meat which endureth
unto everlafting life, which * the Son of man
fhall give unto you: ' for him hath God the
Father fealed.

28 Then faid they unto him, * What fhall
we do that we might work the works of God ?

® Ver. 10, 17,
Rom. 16. 18. Phil. 2. 21. James, 4. 3, 4«
& Ver. 40y 54. Ch. 4. 14. Luke,
iI"AQs, 2. 22. & 10, 38. If 11, 24, & 61, 2» Ch. 3. 34 sPet a1,

X Deut. 5. 27. Mic.6. 7, 8. Mat.19. 16. .

ed, if they came near the fhore ; and therefore,
haps failed awhile before the wind they now
to fea; for as they muft have been feveral hours
can hardly imggine, that with fo brifk a gale,
no more way in all this time than a little above
lefs we impute it to their having laboured all
0 avoid croffing the fea, and to get to Beth-
on Matth. xiv. 24.
24. The day following, &c.] Notwithftanding
dered the people to go home after he had
les away, they did not leave the defart moun-
ns they took notice that no boat had come
he one belonging to the difciples; and be-
{ not go with them, they concluded that he
to leave his attendants ; wherefore, though
g into the mountain he modeftly declined
ich they had offered him, they perfuaded
he would be prevailed upon to accept it next
s they might fancy the difciples were dif-
re matters for that purpofe. In this hope,
norning was come, the people returned,
- on Jefus ; ‘but not finding him, they be-
1ad gone off in one of the boats belong-
vhich during the ftorm had taken fhelter
ther at the foot of the mountain. The
the multitude therefore, entering thofe
scrnaum, the known place of our Lord’s
hey found him in the fynagogue, teach-
€ee ver. §9.
- feek e, 7ot becaufe ye faw the miracles
>t come after me, becaufe ye were con-
niracles of the truth of my divine mif-
ow difpofed to hearken to my doftrine,
{ eat of the loaves, and were filled. Having

¢ been once fed, you expe& that I will feed you fre-
¢ quently by miracle ; and the fatisfaltion which you found

in that meal, has made you conceive great hopes of tem-
¢ poral felicity under my adminiftration. Thefe are the
views with which you are following me : but you are
¢ entirely miftaken in them; for your happinefs does not
¢ confift in the meat that perifhetz, neither is it that fort
¢ of meat which the Mefliah will give you: wherefore
¢ you ought not to labour fo much for the meat which pe-
¢ rifbeth, ver. 27. which nourifhes and delights the body
‘¢ only, as for the meat that endureth to everlafling lifey—=
¢ divine knowledge and grace, which invigorate all the
faculties of the foul, and can alone prepare it for eternal
¢ glory. Neither ought you to follow the Sen of man,
¢ the Mefliah, with a defign to obtain the meat that pe-
¢¢ rifheth, but in expeCtation of being fed with the meat
¢ that endureth unto everlafting life; for it is that meat
¢ which the Son of man will give you: for bim hath God
¢¢ the Father fealed for the great work of redemption : and
¢ by the miracle of the loaves, he particularly thews' you
¢ that he has authorized me, the Son of man, to blefs
¢ you with the meat enduring to everlafting life, the food

« of your fouls.” The epithet of Father is elegantly given -

to God the Father in this paffage, as it exprefles the rela-
tion, that he ftands in to his eternal Son, as the perfon who
in the preceding claufe is called the Son of man.

Ver. 28. Then faid they—What fball we do, &c.] The
metaphors of meat and drink being very familiar to the
Jews, and frequently ufed in their writings te fignify
wifdom, knowledge, and grace, (fee Prov.ix., 1=—¢.
Ifaiah, lv. 2, 3.) they might eafily have underftood what
Jefus mcant by the meat enduring to everlafting life. Ne-
verthelefs, they miftook him altogether, imagining that he
fpake of fome delicious, healthful, amimal food, which

s K2 fhould
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‘29 Jefus anfwered and faid unto them,
' This is the work of God, that ye believe on
him whom he hath fent. ' '
30 9§ They faid therefore unto him, ® What
fign fheweft thou then, that we may fee, and
"believe thee? what doft thou work 2
31 " Our fathers did eat manna in the de-
fert; as it is written,- He gave them bread
from 'heaven to eat.
32 Then Jefus faid unto them, Verily,

Y Exod. 23, at. 3 John, 3. 23..& 5. 10m=12. Ch. 3. 1518, 36. & 14. 1. Pf. 2. 18. & 45. 1c, BT,
Pf. 98. 24, 25.
PCh.10.9. &3. 11, 16,'|7. & 14. 6. & 1. 4.
" Ver.47—5s8. 41. Ch. 7. 37. & 4. 14. I 55. 1,2. Prov.g. 5. Col 2. 10, 19. Gal. 3. 30.

1 Cor. 1. 22. ® Exod.16. 4, 14. Numb. 11. 7. Neb. 9. 15,20.
58. Ch.3.16. 1]Jchn, ¢ 9, 10,14. Gal. 1. 20. |
6. Ver. 26.

St. JOHN.

Caar VI, |

verily, I fay unto you, Mofes gave you mt "

that bread from heaven ; but my Father giveth *0
you ° the true bread from heaven. R
. 33 * For the bread of God is he whih [.

3

cometh down from heaven, and giveth it
unto the world.
34 Then faid they unto him, Lord, * ever
more give us this bread. _ v
35 And Jefus faid unto them, “Iam the |
bread of life: he that cometh to me fhal }.

™ Mat. 12. 38, &16. 1. Cha b ,
Ver. 49. ° Ver. 33, 35 45 0051 51~

1 Cor. 10. 3.
¥ Tim. 1. 15,16, 9 Ch. 4 15 Plg

-

fhould make men immortal, and which was not to be had
but under the Mefliah’s government. Accordingly, being
- much affe@ted with his exhortation, they atked him, What
they fbould do to work the works of God ? They meant, What
they fhould do to ere the Mefliah’s kingdom, and to ob-
tain that excellent meat which Jefus faid God had autho-
‘rifed the Mefliah to give them ?—works, which they ima-
gined were prefcribed them by God, and would be moft

acceptable to him. It is proper to obferve, that a great

part of the energy of this queftion is loft inour tranfla-
tion, by rendering the word tgyaasa@e, ver. 27. labour ; it
fhould be rendered work, as it is in this verfe, and in
ver. 3o. for the Greek word is the fame in all thefe places,
and the propriety of the queftions and anfwers depends
upon it. ‘

Ver. 29, 30. "This is the work of. God,] The Jews havin
thelr minds filled with the notion of the great empire whicg
the Meffiah was to eret, expe&ted, no doubt, that Jefus
would have bidden them firft rife againft the Romans, and
vindicate their liberties, and then, by the terror of fire and
fword, eftablifh the Mefliah’s authority in every country.
‘Wherefore, when he told them that the whole work which
God required of them towards ere€ting the Mefhah’s king-
dom, was, that they fhould believe on the Mefliah, whom
he had now fent unto them, they were exceedingly of-
fended, thinking that he could not be the Mefliah promifed
in"the law and the prophets: and fome, more audacious
than the reft, had the confidence to tell him, that fince he

retended to be the Mefliah, and required them to believe
m him as fuch, (notwithftanding his charater appeared to
them entirely different from that of the great deliverer
whom they expeéted, being fo humble and peaceable as
to refufe the crown, which of right pertained to the Mef-
fiah, and which they had offcred him,) it would be proper
that he fhould fhew greater miracles than their law-giver
had performed ; otherwife they could not be to blame, if,
believing Mofes and the prophets, they perfited in their
ancient faith concerning the Meffiah, and concerning the
duty which they owed him. The fentiments of thole
who fpeak to Chrift in this difcourfe, are fo various,
(comp. ver. 34. 41, 42.) and the evangelift fo exprefsly
declares that there was a debate between them, ver. §2.
-that it would be wrong to imagine the fentiments in the

-

3oth verfe to have been thofe of the whole multitude, who
had followed Chrift with fo much eagernefs from placeto
place for feveral days. See the following note, and parti
cularly the notes on ver. 63. and on Matth. xii. 3§, 39.
Ver. 31—33. Our fathers did eat manna, &c.] By a-
tolling the miracle of the manna, by calling it bread frm
heaven, and by infinuating that it was Mofes’s miracle, the
Jews endeavoured to difparage Chrift’s miracle of tk
loaves, which they affe@ed to defpife as no miracle in
comparifon of the former. It was only a fingle mealof !
terreftrial food, at which nine or ten thoufand had been fed;
whereas Mofes with celeflial food fed the whole Jewith na- ‘
tion, in number upwards of two millions; and that zot
for a day, but during the fpace of forty years in the wi-
dernefs : wherefore, as if Jefus had done no miracle at al,
they faid to him, What fign fbeweft thou ?—What doft thu
work >—And Jefus replied, Perily, wverily, 1 [ay unts 3%
Mofes gave you not the bready—rov agroy,—from beswen
¢¢ It was not Mofes, who in ancient times gave you th
¢ manna, neither was the manna bread from beaven; for
¢ it dropped from the air only, and is fo called by the
¢ Plalmift on account of the thing which is typified:
¢ but my Father giveth you the'true bread from heaven. By
¢ the miracle of the loaves, my Father has pointed out©0
¢ you the true fpiritual heavenly bread, which he himfel
¢ giveth you, of which the manna was only afyn_lbo’lal )
¢ reprefentation, and which is fufficient to fuftain a2 }
¢ fingle nation only, but the whole world: va. 33
“ the bread of God is that which cormeth down from besw,
 and giveth life unto the world” "The paflage .ﬂ"’"]d.b‘
read in this ambiguous manner, or the explication ¥
our Lord gives in ver. 35. is entirely fuperfeded "
purport of it is, « The manna which dropped fron
*¢ air, and kept thofe who made ufe of it aive onl{hit:fi:
¢ day, cannot be called the bread of God; bt &
« the bread of God which cometh down from "Gog,ec p
 maketh the eater holy and hapPy like God. \
Chap. i. 9. . _—— it {
Ver. 34, 35. Lord, evermore giwse us 1o b 1o beloty §ex
reafonable to imagine, as we have Obf“"d’]“; ’ P
that the peoplc'w%o now heard os ¥ Xord were 0 e } _

charadlers : mani. of them, no QoY :m; allbs [z
i 7 .

perverfe, heard him with prejudi<s
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+ pever hunger ; and he that believeth on me
fhall never thirft, '
46 But I faid unto you, That * yc allo have

. Cuan VI

*Ver, 1426, 34, 65 Cho 1. 11 & 5. 40. & 12. 37,

) If. 53. 3, 3.
it g1, 28, 6 45 17,33 & 55 1. Mat. 24. 24,

Ver. 39. '
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feen me, and believe not.

37." All that the Father giveth me fhall
come to me; and him that cometh to me I

¢ 2 Tim. 2. 19. Rom.11. 5,7. Ch.17. 6. & 10, 26==39. 1 John, 2. 1g.

N

ords; but others of them might be men of honeft dif-
fitions, who liftened to his doltrine with pleafure, and
re ready to obey it. ‘This latter fort, therefore, having
rd him defcribe the properties of this celeftial bread,
¢ greatly ftruck with the thoughts of it, and exprefled
arnelt defire to be fed with it always. To thefe our
| replied, in words of boundlefs comfort, ¢ I am the
ud of life,—the bread of God which cometh down
m heaven, and giveth life .unto the world. He that
erh 1o me, and makes his application to me, fBall never
ger; and he that perleveringly believeth on me, fhall
r thirff, but may depend upon it that he fhall find
molt reftle(s defires of his foul fatisfied ; and, con-
s of the nobleft refrehment and nourithment al-
' received, fhall grow up to a ftate of everlafting
lete fatisfaction and enjoyment.” Thus our Lord
one of the many reafons why he called himfelf
[ of life. See ver. 47, 48. 51. The conclufion
s part of his difcourfe is fo evident, that he left
's to draw it for themfelves, It was this: ¢ Since
are fo, I am manifeftly greater than Mofes,
- relpect of that for which you extol him moft.
> your fathers manna, which was a bodily food
d nourifhed nothing but the natural life ; but
¢/)f the bread of life, the food of the foul, mak-
both holy and happy.” S8eeon Ch. iv. 14.
But I fard unto you, &c.] - He next’ turned his
thofe of his hearers who did not poffefs that
s of mind which the former had exprefled:
e to fhew you a fign, that you may fee and
, ver. 3o. but I muft inform you, that you
1e,—feen my charater and divine miffien in
s which I have performed already 3 thatis to
e feen me perform many figns {uflcient to
u that I am the Mefliah ; neverthelels, you
-ve that I am he, but reje&t me as an im-
refore your infidelity proceeds, not from
ence, as you pretend, ver. 30. but from
(s of your own difpofition.”

Sut the Father giveth mey, &c.] For the ex-
> words it muit be noted,

clieve in Chrift, and to come to him, is
Compare John, v. ver. 38. with ver. 40.
37. with ver. 38. Again, ver. 35. of
bat cosmeth to me [lall never bunger, is the
>wing words, He that believeth on me_fball
vhen Chrift had faid, Ye bave feen mne,
- adds this reafon of their incredulity,
becaufe yote are not given of the Father.

n that cometh to me I will in no wife caft’
- (4

e given of the Father, cannot here fig-
ely and unconditionally chofen by him
- then the Jews could not reafonably be

accufed for not coming to Chrift, or not believing in him,
much lefs that they wou/d not believe, or come to him.
Seeing, upon this fuppofition, that only they, whom God
had abfolutely and unconditionally chofen to eternal life,
cowld come to him, it was impoflible they fhould believe,
who were not thus elected ; and fo is could not be imputed
as their crime, that they did not that thing which it was
impoflible for them to do; whereas it is certain that our
Saviour reprefents it as their great fin, that in him, whom
the Father had fent, they belicved not, John, v. 38. and that
they would not come unto him, that they might bave life, ver.
40. and that they had no excufe for that fin, Ch. xv. 22. 25.-
Whereas what better excufe could be made for them than
this, that they could not come unto him, as not being
eleted by God to that life which he offered, to induce them
foto do? (2.) Hence it muft follow, that Chrift could not
rationally have invited them to come to him, or called
them to believe in him, who were not given him by the
Father: for this would have been to invite them to come
to him that they might live, who, he well knew, could
never come, as being never chofen to obtain that life:
much lefs could he have told them, that this was the
work which God required them to do, even to believe in
him as the true Mefhah; this being to require them, ac-
cording to the prefent fuppofition, to belicve a lic; that
is to fay, that Chrift was fent to be the bread of /ifz, and a
Saviour to them, for whom the Father never did intend fal-
vation by him: and yet Chrift did manifeitly fay to thofe,
who, fecing him, did not believe, Labour for that meat
which endureth unto everlafling life, abich the Scn of man
" Sball give unto you, ver. 27. and this is the work of Gid, that
ye believe on him whom be hath fent, ver. 29. and my Father
giveth you the true bread from heaven, even him that esmeth
down from beaven, and giveth life (not to thofe who are
abfolutely and unconditionally eleted, but) to the world.
I therefore here inquire thus, was our Lord truly willing
that thofe to whom he fpoke thould have life ? If not, why
docs he fay, Thefe things I fay, that ye might be faved,Ch. v.34.
but ye will not come unto me, that ye might have life.—If fo,
why did he fay, that ke did always thofe things avhich pleafed
bim, John, viii. 29. and could do nothing but what be faw
bis Father doing, {ecing it was not the Fataer’s will that tbey
fhould be faved, or come to him that they might have

life, whom he had not given to him, that is, had not un- .

conditionally elected to falvation.

But, laftly, who are they whom the Father giueth to
Chrit? There is a prediction or prophely of Chrift,
Pf. ii. 8. (of whom in the words immediately preceding
it is faid, Thou art my Sin, this day have I begetten thee,)
that God the Father will give him the heathen for kis inberit-
ance, and the uttermol parts of the earth for bis poff:fion ;
where_we difcern what kind of giving 1s here meant—
giving for an inheritance or pofizflion, and that 'is for
Chrift to be Lord or owner of them, and they, as pof-

. feflions, '



766

will in no wife caft out.

38 For * I came down from heaven, * not
to do mine own will, but the will of him that
fent me.

39 And this is the Father’s will which hath
fent me, that of all which he hath given me
* I fhould lofe nothing, but thould raife it up
again at the laft day.

u Eph. 4. 9. -3 Tim. 1. 33§. x Pf.40. 8. If 43. 3. & 49. 3-
Y Ch. 10, 28. & 17. 12. &18. 9. & 5. 28,29. 1 John, 2. 19. Jude, 1.

Ver. 37. * Ver. 62,60, 61, 66. Luke, 5. 30. & 15. 2. & 19. 7.
6 4 Romg. 5 &8. 3 &1. 3.

- 8r. JOHN.

Cuar. VL

40 And this is the will of him that fent me,
* that every one which feeth the Son, and be-
lieveth on him, may have everlafting life: ad
I will raife him up at the laft day.

41 The Jews then * murmured at him, be-
caufe he faid, I am the bread wvhich came
down from heaven.

42 And they faid, " Is not this Jefus, the
Mat. 20. 28. & 26. 30. Ch. 4. 34. & 5. 30. Phil. 2. 7,8 Heby i

Col. 3. 3. L°Ch. 3. 15—18. & 14 19. 1M 42. 6,7 &5 8.}
* Mat. 13. §5. Mark, 6. 3. Luke, ¢. 23. with Mat. 23. 43—45 (&
3. 55 3 4 23

feffions, fubjec to his power and difpofal : and this is done
in the converfion of them. Of this poffe/ion we find men-
tion Tit. ii. 14. where the peculiar people are a people for a
29fféffion, and thofe are to be purified by Chrit, that he
might redeem them from all iniquity. ~ But thefe are not any
peculiar number of men abfolutely (without all refpe& to
any qualifications) chofen giy God to eternal life; for it is
apparent and exprefsly afirmed of one of this number,
that he was finally loft : Thofe that thou gaveft me, fays
Chritt, I have kept; and none of them is loft, but the fon of
perdition, John xvii. 12. where, through his own wretched
default, one of thofe who had been given to Chrift by
God the Father, totally and finally departed, and was loft
from him. By the above negative confiderations the po-
fitive will, I fuppofe, be beft colle@ted.—That they who
are fo qualified and difpofed, as that, Chrift being pro-
pofed to them, they will come to him, follow him, and be
his difciples, thofe are they whom God the Father gives to
Chrift. For therc is a fort and temper of mind which is
moft agreeable and proportionable to the believing on or
receiving of Chrift; and they who poffefs this temper of
mind, are {aid to be fit, or prepared, or difpofed for the king-
dom of God, Luke, ix. 62. fuch as are rcady and willing
to accept of Chrift’s conditions, to part with all and follow
him. And of fuch Chrift fays that they are not far from
the kingdom of God, and that of fuch is the kingdom of bea-
ven. If it be demanded what temper this is; I anfwer,
it is the Aoneft heart defcribed in the parable of the fower,
defiring fincerely to know the truth, and to do God’s will,
Johny vii. 17. It is the temper refembled by the little
children : and of thofe poor in fpirit is the kingdom of God
. (or the Chriftian {tate) made up; and thofe are they who
are evangelized, that is, wrought upon by the preaching of
the gofpel ; and God gives grace to the humble, but refifts
the proud, refratory, confident perfon. Of thefe who are
thus qualified, it is here truly faid, that as God the Father
gives them to Chrift as his portion, the men who are to
¢ his fubjects ; fo when Chrift calls all to come to him,
" thefe fhall a&ually come ; as{oon as ever Chrift is revealed
to them, they receive him : as Jofephus, {peaking of Chrift,
Ant. L xviii. c. 4. fays, he was ¢ a teacher of thofe men,
¢ who did with pleafure reccive the truth.” To thofe
who by the preventing grace of God (and this preventing
race is offered to all) are thus qualified and difpofed, it
18 faid to be given them from the Father to come unto Chrift ;
that is to fay, their coming to Chrift is confequent to that

14

probity of mind wrought by the grace of God in the
It is an effcét of this grace, and of that probity proucd
by it, (which awakens the foul to an ardent defire it
Chrift,) that any man lays Lold on and receives the genuine
faith of Chrift.

The cxpreflion & wit &xChrw tEw, Taill in no wilt cif
.out, is extremely beautiful and emphatical : it reprefents
humble fupplicant, as coming into the houfe of for:
prince, or other great perfon, to caft himfelf at his fect,
and to commit himfclf to his proteGtion and care. H:
might fear that his petition would be rej: &ed, and he thrt
out of doors; but our Lord affures him to the contri.
His heufe and heart are large enough to receive, fheitr,
and fupply all the indigent and diftrefed. How comfort-
able, how glorious an idea! No doubt many t'oufad
fouls have been fenfibly fupported by thefe moft gracious
words.

Ver. 38. I came down from heaven, 8cc.] I came not
to a& according to the bent of human paffions, which
lead men to return whatever injuries are done them;
and therefore I will not inftantly leave off cxl.mn.mg
thofe who at firft reje@ me. Neither will [ inflit im-
mediate punifhment on them ; but I will bear with them,
and try all poffible means to bring them to repentanct
that they may be faved ; for I am come to do the witl
of him that fent me.”

Ver. 40. And this is the will of him that fent mey &e.]“ Mt
Father’s will, which I am come to publifh, is, thit a
who, being convinced of their need of me, and of my
« fufficiency for their help, look by faith to me, and pur-
¢ feveringly depend upon me, as the true Meffiah, fora
« whole ' falvation, fhall be made partakers of cemi
« life.”

Ver. 41, 42. The Fews then murrraured, &c.) Thus ]i;‘
placed the charaer of the Meffiah in a light very d‘ﬁr‘g "
from that wherein his hearers had been accuitom
view it; and taught them, that inftead of the temm“'
bleflings which they expeted from him, they v;ﬂfi'f
ceive none but fpiritual benefits. Hence, 25 ¢ cd;& o
tions of the greatelt part of them wwere camal, k;l‘s 35
offecnded them ; efpecially his affarming ‘h‘i‘ ¢
bread of life, and that he came doaun from B
Jews did not find fault with Jefus was a ok
Mefliah thould come down from hh &N} ‘h;; becaulc®
univerfally believed ; but they wex< difplal g ¥
faid, that be bad come down froms ~AP0vhi T8y

«
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" fon of Joleph, whofe fither and mother we
know?! howis it then that he faith, I came
down from heaven ?

43 Jeus therefore anfwered and faid unto
them, Murmur not among yourfelves.

44 No man can come to me, except the

€1 Corg. 7. Verbs. Phil. 1. 29. Sorg, 1. 4. Jer. 17. 9. Rom. 8.
16 16. ¢ Gal3. 15,26 Eph 1. 57-=20. Afts, 26. 17, 18.  PhLilL
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Father which hath fent me draw him: and I
will raife him up at the laft day.

§ It is written in the prophets, And they
fhall be all taught of God. ° Every man there-
fore that bath heard, and hath learned of the
Father, cometh unto me.

7, 8. Tit 3. 1, 6.

9 If 54. 13, Jer. 31. 33, 34. Heb. 8. 1013,
1. 29. 2 Cor. 4. 6. ) -

y coull by no means believe, becaufe they were
usisited with bis father and mether.  Dr. Welis argues
1 this pafl ze, that Joleph was yet alive 5 but its plain
in; appeats to be only, ® we know who were his fa-
et atid other.” It feems, however, very cortein that
h was dead quickly aftery for if he had been living,
ot to be fuppoled that Jefus, when dying on -the
would haye configned his mothcr to the care of St.

44y 45. No mman can come to e, except the Father—
m, &c.] In explaining this paflage, we will, firf,
¢ propriety of our Lord’s anfwrr; fecondly, give a
d fuil explication of it; and, thirdly, confirm that
on by fome remarks : I. There is fome difficulty in
g the propricty of the an{fwer which the Lord
> makes. T'he objetion of the Jews was, ¢ How
[ay that be came dswn from heaven, when he was
earthly parents, whom we know ?”” Our Lord’s
this is fomewhat indire 3 the violence of their
made it neceflary that it fhould be {o; but it
arn thofe who were prejudiced, without ex-
iem : for, 1lt, when we confider the an{wer in
neral view, the aflertion that divine teaching
y for their receiving him as the Mefliah, and
n of a paflagc from the Old Teftament, in
aching had been foretold, implies a plain in-
it it would not be altogether fo eafy to dif~
fcfliah as they imagined ; and that fince they
1 fome difficulty, they fhould not be pofitive
came down from heaven, merely becaufe
exacltly in what manner he did fo. But,
till more immediate reference to their ob-
cxpected that the Mefliah fhould defcend
3 vilible and gloriots manner, and this was
nanded, ver. 30. (fee on ver. 63.) but this
uratcly determined, and o minutely de-
doctors, that if it had truly belonged to
muft have known him inftantly : there
o room for doubt, and confequently no
acliing. DBy aflcrting thercfore the ne-
hing, he intimated, that they were mif- -
he nature of the fign, thatis, concern-
f the Mefliah’s defcent from heaven;
‘e mark as they expefted would attend
this account they could not conclude
rew of the mnativity of Jelus, that he
Mefliah. 3diy, To be drawn by the
ly and properly underftood of men’s
1d convinced by the immediate influence
5 but it likewife implics their being,

taught by the ancient revelations which God had given.
According to this fenfe of the expreffion, the general im«
port of Chrift’s anfwer is, ¢ You cannot perceive me to
¢ be the Mefliah, or to have come down from' heaven,
¢ except you underftand the intimations of his charatter,
¢ which God hath already given by the prophets: except
¢ you apprehend the true meaning of the predi@ions con-
¢ cerning him, you will miitake their meaning in the
¢ particular to which your prefent objettion refers, as well
 as in many others: you ought therefore to ftudy them
¢ the more carefully ; by doing this you will attain the
¢ knowicdge of the real charalter of the Mefliah. -For
¢ it is predited, that in his time God will teach all who
¢ are difpoled to learn, and then you will eafily get over
¢ thz dithculties which now perplex you: for every man
¢ that hath in this manner beard and learned of the Father,
¢ wiil, through the opcrations of my grace, difcern me to
¢ be the Meflih, and come unto me.”

IL. The propriety of our Lord’s anfwer being thus thewn,
we proceed to give a plain and full explication of it. Our
Lord replies to the murmurs of the Jews, ¢ You cannot
¢ object iny birth on earth, and the meannefs of my rela-
¢ tions, as things inconfiftent with a heavenly extraition 3
¢ for I affure you, that, while you believe your teachers,
¢ who have greatly corrupted divine revelation; while
“ you entertain the prejudices wherewith they have filled
¢ your minds, and follow the fenfual inclinations which
¢ have hitherto governed you, you cannot believe on me 3
¢ for no man can do this except the Father draw him
¢ that is, teach, convince, and perfuade him. You need

¢ not be furprifed when I teli you that no man can believe

¢« on the Meffiah except the Father draw him ; for though
¢ you may imagine that all men will flock with great
¢ cheerfulnefs to him, and yicld themfelves his willing,
¢ fubjects, without any extraordinary means made ufe of
¢ to perfuade them ; yet thie prophets infinuate the conw-
¢ trary, when they promife, that, under thé difpenfation
¢ of the Mcfliah, men fhail enjoy the teaclting of the Fa-
¢ ther in a far more eminent manner than under any
¢ preceding difpentarion. Sce Ifai, liv. 13. Jer. xxxi. 34.
¢ Micah,iv. 2, Bcrore the advent of Chriity, the Father
¢¢ fpake to the world concerning him by the prophets 3 and
¢ when he appcared in the human nature on earth, he
¢ demonftrated the truth of his divine miflion by the tefti-
¢ mony of John, and by voices from heaven, declaring him.
¢ to be his beloved Son, and commandig all men to hear
¢ him. He did the fame likewiic by the do&trines which
¢ he infpired the Lord J<{us as man to preach, by the mi=
¢ racles which he g.ve Lim to perform, and by the influ-
¢ ences of the Spirr, which he empowered him o dif=
- ¢ penfe..
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46 T Not that any man hath feen the Fa-
-ther, fave he which is'of God, he hath feen the
Father.

47 * Verily, verily, I fay unto you, He that
belicveth on me hath everlafting life.

4% * I am that bread of life.

f Mat. 11. 27. Ch. 1. 18. & 5. 37.
knowledge of, or from, the father,
éQ, 57.&c. Ch.10. 19. Gai. 2. 20.

Ver. 33, 33, 38, 41, 47, 43-

Col. 3. 3, 4.
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9 ' Your fathers did eat manna in the wil-
dernefs, and are dead.

§0 * This is the bread which cometh down
from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, ad
not die.

§1 ' I am the living bread which came down

& 14. 9, 1. Luwke, 10. 23. 1 Tim. 6. 16. 1 John, 4. 12. 2 Cor. 4. 6. None but Chritt hath any immefiue
8 Ch. 3. 15,16, 36. Ver.27, 31, 35, 40, 54» 57> 58. Ch. 10. 28,29. If 45. 17.

' Exod. 16. 4,15. Neh.
! Ver. 33 35,47, 48. Ch. 3. 13. Eph.4. 9. 1 Cor 15. 45, 47. 1T Jobn, 5. 3.

b Ver. 35 49 47501

9. 15. 20. Pf 78. 24, Ver. 31. Numb.26. 65. Judgesy2.10

¢ penfe. Every one, therefore, who hath heard and
¢ underftpod what the Father has faid concerning the
¢¢ Mefliah, whether by the prophets, by John the Baptift,
¢ and by the voices from heaven, or by Chrift’s dotrine,
¢¢ miracles, and Spirit, and has learned thereby to form a
¢¢ juft’ notion of the Mefliah, will come 2o, or believe on
¢ Jefus, as the Meffiah.” ‘

III. Such appears to be the exa& meaning of this diffi-
cult paffage. 'We obferve further upon it, that the ex-
preflion does not import any force or conftraint, as is plain
from Jer. xxxi. 3. where God fays to Ifracl, with loving-
kindne[s have 1 drawn thee. Thus alfo our Lord ufes the
expreflion, chap. xii. 32. if Ibe lifted up from the earth, I
will draw all men unto me ; that is, being put to death on the
crofs, and raifed from the dead, exalted into heaven, and
preached through the world, I will by my word and Spirit
convince and perfuade men to follow me. See alfo Solo-
mon’s Song, i. 4. and Hofea, xi. 4. Wherefore, by the
Father's drawing men to Chrift we may well underftand,
as explained above, his perfuading them to believe on him
by the feveral proofs wherewith he has fupported the divine
miffion of his Son. Accordingly, in the following verfé,
the effe@t which the Father’s drawing has upon men, is
defcribed by their hearing and learning of the Father.
‘What confirms this interpretation is, that our Lord him-
felf afcribes the whole of the evidence of his miffion to the
Father : for he calls his do&rine the word which his Father
bad given }Fim, chap. xvii. 8. and’ fays exprefsly, that his
miracles were done by the Father, chap. xiv. 10. Never-
thelefs, in the Father’s drawing men to Chrift, we fhould
at all times remember, that there is more included than
merely eftablifhing the divine miflion of his Son by fuffi-
cient evidence; for in this fenfe, he has as really drawn
thofe who do not believe, as thofe who do; contrary to
the text, which, fays, that every man who hath heard and
learned of the Fatler, thatis, who is drawn by him, cometh
#o Jefus. It is plain therefore, that by the Father’s drawing
men, we are likewife to underftand his fupplying whatever
influences of his Spirit and grace are neceflary to imprefs
the evidences of religion on men’s minds. To conclude, a
conviftion fuppofes a teachablenefs of difpofition, and a love
of truth. Hli)s drawing men to Chrift muft imply,_ his be-
ftowing on them difpofitions and affetions which qualify
them for being drawn by him. Thefe he offers to all, being
not willing that any fhould perifb, but that all fbould come to
repentance, 2 Pet. iii. 9. But too many reject them, réfifting
the firft drawings of grace, and trampling under foot thofe
divine feeds which would otherwife fpring up into faith
and regeneration.  See ver. 65. :

Ver. 46—48. Not that any man hath fen the Fatber,
« When I fpeak of men’s hearing and learning of God,|
¢¢ do not mean that they can fee the Deity perfonally, and
¢ be taught of him in the manner that a fcholar is tauglt
¢ of his mafter. No man hath feen the Father perfonaly,
¢ except the Son, whom the Father hath fent, and whole
« peculiar privilege it is to have been eternally a full par-
% taker of all the Father's councils. In virtue, therelore
“ of my intimate union with the Father, and my perfed
¢ knowledge of his will, I teftify it asa moft furc and
¢ important truth, that this is the only method of fali*

¢ tion, and that it is be, and he alone, who believes in B
€

€
€
€
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refpet I tell you, Iam the bread of life;
teacher of truth, and a meflenger from God to mety b

Yy

¢ as the juft Redeemer whom you muft receive it gioﬂ

¢ hearts, and on whom you muft as it were feed b
¢ if you would indeed have your fpiritual life to fy-
¢¢ ported and fecured.” Thus our Lord explained te
nature of the dignit
the foregoing part og his' difcourfe, ver. 33 .35 4>
demonflrated that it really belonged to him.
Ver. 49, 50. Your fathers did eat manna]
drew a comparifon between himfelf, confidered .
bread from heaven, and the manna which IMlofts pr°
for their fathers in the defart, and which they 25 e
greatly. ¢« Thofe who thus regard me,” faid % 'é‘“
¢ bread of life, will receive far more impomnt bl
¢ than Mofes, of whom you have now been b°’ﬂ'”gat
« poffibly give : for though indeed your festBers ™ F;[
« condu& of that illuftrious prophet, did eat ma™ "
« wildernefs ; yet it was not fufficient g MM
¢ fpiritual or temporal life ; they are long
“ his of which I now fpeak, is the true bread

 may eat of it, and have his life fo nourithed 3 |
“ by'it, that he fhall not die, but be a@uardl il

¢¢ from the condemnation and ruin to whi< toﬁ'ﬂ‘da.' .

“ of God’s righteous law has fubje@ted €V <" ) B
The oppofition between xai owébavor, ar7 ”‘-5 kgt
ver. 49. and wn dmodavn, may not die, in verx - 50!
and fhews that in the formér the fpiritual A€
as well as in the latter. :

a juft notion of his ability to fave them, =7
him as the Redeemer of the world, our L.ord?
third time, that he was himfelf the living ™ g

| ]

which he had affumed to himel 8 '

Our Lord aext

G nce dud: b
whibend |

2 e, thata® |-
 down from heaven, and is of fuch a naraa™ ,ndfupwﬂfd ~

dered |

and faithfully repofes himfelf on me, that bath N"l‘ﬁ”{ :
life, (ver. 47.) Remember, therefore, that it 15 inths |
not only 23

I
Ver. x. I am the living bread] Becafe: 3¢ ™15 |

of infinite importance to his hearers, that thh€Y § belee?
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> from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he
fhall live for ever: and.the bread that I will
give is “my flelh, which I will give for the
life of the world, -
52 * The Jews therefore ftrove among them-
felves, faying, * How can this man give us bis
flefh to eat?

® Ver. ga—g7.  I( §3. 4 5. Heb. 10.- 5, 0. Mat. 20. 28. Tit.
Ch.7.43. &9.16. &10.19. - °Ch. 3. 4,9. & ¢ 11. 1Cor. 2.
Cor. 1. 30. 9Ch 1. 14 & 3. 15, 26,18,36. & 4. 14,27, 40.

O HN. -6¢

53 Then Jefus faid unto them, Verily, verily,
I fay unto you, * Except ye eat the fleth of
the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have
no life in you. ’

54 .° Whofo eateth my flefh, and drinketh
my blood, hath eternal life ; and I will raife
him up at the laft day. ‘

2. 14. 1Tim. 2. 5,6. 1Pet.2.24 & 3.18.

14. P Mark, 16. 16. Ch. 3. 18, 36.
Gal. 3. 20. Rom. 8. g==g, 28—39. & 5. 21,

Rev.5. 9. Prov. g. 2.
Gal. 2. 20. ,Phil. 3 92 10.

ne down from heaven, to give eternal life and glory;
| that all who would faithfully and perfeveringly eat of
ould live for ever, becaufe-he was about to give them
fefh to eat, by making it an expiation for the fins of
world. The word Apr@> rendered éread in this dif-
fe, might be better tranflated, according to the He-
idiom, the meat ; and particularly in this verfe. There
eautiful gradation obfervable in our Lord’s difcourfe.
frff time that he called himfelf the bread of life, ver. 35.
igned the reafon of the name fomewhat obfcurely ;
it cometh to me fball never hunger, and be that believeth
Jball never thirfi. The fecond time that he called
f the bread of life, ver. 47, 48. he fpake to the
urpofe as before, but more plainly ; be that believeth
ath everlafling life, therefore I am the bread of life,
ing this with his affirmation, ver. 46. that he was
 teacher of mankind who had ever feen and was
'mately acquainted with all the councils of the Fa-
d that he gave life to men by his do&rine, being
ccount alfo the bread of life. The third time he
mielf bread, he added to the name, the epithet of
t only becaufe he gives fpiritual life to men, raifes
1 the dead, and makes the faithful eternallf happy,
(e he gives them this life by means of his human
hich was not an inanimate thing, like the manna,
g (ubftance ; for he told them plainly,. that the
neat which he would give them, was bis fle/b,
vould give for the life of the world; and fpake
ting it, in order to its having that effet : but
1ing of this expreflion he had before direCted
in calling himfelf the bread of life, he always
Vrevinmy ore him, as neceflary to men’s living b‘y
fore 2o eat, in the remaining part of this dil-
beliewe, including all the fruits of faith. There
er beautiful gradation in this verfe, compared
The Jews had infinuated, that feeding,a
. with the five loaves, was an inconfiderable
ed with what Mofes did; but our Lord de-
ofes of his grace and bounty to be far more
aching to the whole world, and giving life,
to all that fhould believe in him, the great
e for all mankind. ,
Femus therefore firove] All the terms made
ord on this occafion, were fuch as the Jews
ymed to interpret figuratively; for which
1t cafily have underftood them : neverthe-
2 in a literal fenfe, they were aftonithed
- and _fc/l into ken difputes—ipaxorie,—~

s

about the meaning of them : they debated ftrongly, fome
being inclined to believe, others to reject this do&rine.
Obferve the degrees: the Fews are to be tried here, the
difciples, ver. 66—66. the apoftles, ver. 67, &c.

Ver. 3. Then Fefus faid, &c.] Our Lord, knpwing how

unreafonable his hearers in general were, did not think fic
to explain himfelf more particularly at this time ; but per=
fiting in the fame figurative way of exprefling himfelf, he
repeated and affirmed more earncftly what he had afferted
before. His meaning appears to be, ¢ Execpt you be en-
¢¢ tirely united to me, by a hearty belief, "experience, and
¢ pratice of my dotrine, and partake of the merit of
¢ that {acrifice which I fhall offer (g)r the fins of the world,
¢ continue in the communion of my religion, and receive
¢ {piritual nourifhment by the continual participation of
¢¢ thofe means of .grace which I fhall purchafe for you by
 my death, and blefs to you by the communication of
¢ my Spirit,—you can never attain eternal life.” The
Jle/b of Chrift feems to be put here for the whole of his
human nature ; fee ver. §1. as it is elfewhere in fcripture ;
Ch. i. 14. Rom. i. 3. Wherefore, by eating bis fle/b, and
drinking kit bleod, is not meant any corporeal acion, but
men'’s receiving with thankfulne(s thofe fpiritual bleflingsy
to confer which our Lord aflumed the human mnature, and,
confequently, their believing, with the heart unto righteouf-
nefs, the revelation that he came to make concerning the
mereiful counfels of God; or, as he himfelf expreffes it,
ver. 63. the words that be [pake unto them ; elpecially con-
cerning his incarnation, and his dyingz to make atonement
for fin. Thefe articles of the Chriftian faith being par-
ticularly underftood here, give peculiar propricty to the
metaphors of eating Chriff's flofb, and drinking bis blood, by
which the whole of that faith, with all its divine fruits, is
denominated. The reafon is, of all the difcoveries made
by Chrift, thofe concerning his incarnation, and the nature
and ends of his own death, received and meditated upon
by a lively faith, afford fovereign and falutary nourifh-
ment to the minds of finners. They are as effe€ual for
fuftaining the fpiritual life in the foul, as fle(b, fitly pre+
pared, is for nourifhing the animal lifc in the body. Dr.
Doddridge obferves, that-the phrafe before us, except ye eat,
&c. naturally exprefles a lively and habitual regard to
Chrift as the great fupport of the fpiritual life. The men-
tion of his blood as maturally leads to the thought of his
atonement ; for we are elfewhere told, that we bave re-
demption through his blood, Ephef. i. 7. and boldwefs to enter
inte the bolicft by the blood of Fefus, Heb. x. 19.

Ver. 54y §5. Whofo eateth my flefh,] % Whofo thus

§L ¢ feedeth
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55 For " my flefh is meat indeed, and my

blood is drink indeed. '
. §6 * He that eateth my fleth, and drinketh
my blood, ‘ dweileth in me, and I in him.
. §7 * As the living Father hath fent me, and

r Gal. 2. 16,20,21. 1 Cor. 1. 30, 2Cer. 5. 17, 21.

E Sr. JOHN.

Col. 2. 3,9, 10. & 3. 31.
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I live by the Father: * fo he that eatethmg,
even he fhall live by me.

58 7 This is that bread which came down
from heaven: not as your fathers did et
manna, and are dead : he that eateth of this

Phil. 2. 7—10. ¢ Pf 34 8. Prov.g g 256 &g

6. 17.

1=—3. Ch.1, 311, & 3. 15 1 John, 3. 24. t Ch. i4. 20. & 17. 23. & 15. 3,4. 1 John, 4. 12——16. Eph. 5. 30. 1 Cor. 1. 30 &
Gal. 2. 20. 1 John, 3. 24. & 5. 10, 12. u Jer. 10. 10. & 2. 13. Deut. 5. 26. Ch. 5. 26. & 3. 34 X Ch. 14. 6,19. Col 3. W &
Y Ver. 31—40, 47—57. Ch. 3.13. & 10, 10. Rom. 5. 21.

19 Gal. 2. z0.

¢ feedeth upon me by living faith, has the principle of
¢ eternal life implanted in him, and, if faith{ul unto death,
s fhall enjoy it, becaufe I will raife him up at the laft
s day; For my flofb is meat indeedy and my blocd is drink
¢ indeed. They are the true nutriment of the foul ; they
s feed it, and mdke it grow. They give vigour to all its
« faculties, preferve it continually alive, and make it fit
& for heaven.” See ver. 32. Ch.xv. 1. '
Ver. §6. Duwelleth in me, and 1 in bim,] « We are moft
s intimately conneted together in the clofeft union, com-
¢ munion, and friendthip ; and therefore whatever blef-
¢ fings I can beftow, whether by my own power, or by
¢« my interceflion with the Father, or by the influences of
« my Spirit; my faithful friends fhall enjoy them in full
s perfe@ion.”  The expreflion of perfons dwelling in each
ather, occurs frequently in St. John’s writings, and denotes
the clofeft union of affe@ions and interefts: wherefore,
according to the grand figure madg ufe of by St. Paul, it
fignifies that he who truly believes on Chrift, is fo united
to him, as to be a member of his body, and confequently
a partaker with him ef his life, and, if faithful unto death,
of his glory, and of all the happinefs which he himfelf
enjoys, or is able to communicate.
: Fer. 57. As the living Father hath fent me, &c.] ¢ As
& it is my meat and drink to do the will of the Father,
who is the fountain and author of life and happinefs ;
as I nourith and delight my mind, as man, with the
pun&tual execution of all the orders that he gave me
when he fent me into the world ; {o be that eateth me, he
that cordially and perfeveringly believes my doltrine,
experiences the power of the truths which I deliver, and
obeys my precepts, fhall find therein perpetual nourifh-
ment and refrefhment to his foul.”
Ver. §8. This is that bread which came down, &c.) « If
you attend to thefe important hints which I have given,
you may in general know what I meant, by faying, as
I bave done, This is the bread that came down from hea-
-wen; a kind of bread, infinitcly fuperior to the manna,
both in its nature and efficacy ; for it is to be eaten by
you, naot as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead : it is
neither to be eaten the fame way that your fathers did
¢ eat the manna, nor with the fame effeét;-but Ae that
¢ eateth of this bread, fhall live for ever : this bread fhall
"¢ nourith the faithful foul unto everlafting life.” See
ver. 5o. A brief analyfis of this paflage, refpefting the
- bread of life, will. perhaps make the whole.more clear.
‘We have heretofore obferved, that it was cuftomary with
sur Lord to accommodate his difcourfes to the occafions
which gave rife to them, and to draw inftrutions and
scfleltions fmmsthc objes which prefented themfelves,
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See on Matth. v. 2. The tenor of the prefent difcourfe
confidered in this view, will appear more beautiful. We
are told, ver. 26. that the Jews followed our Lord beczuie
of the miracle of the /oaves; and in expeQation of furth
fupport. He reproves them on that account, ver. 27 324
exhorts them to defire and feck that bread, which endureth
to everlafting life ; that divine knowledge and gtaccn'W}“‘h
was the proper food of the foul, and which, beingr-
ccived by perfevering faith in him, would bring tb?.ll{m
eternal glory. They then afk him, Aow they fbould & this?
and in reply he tells them plainly, ver. 29. by beficving 02
him: on this they declare, that they will not belicve,
unlefs he give them fome fign, fome eminent miracle, ¥
30. and they mention Mofes as having brought them mm¥
from heaven, and intimate that they would expect no ki (
a miracle from him, ver. 31. Upon this he compares hia- ;
felf with the manna ; thews how much he furpafed
and continues the comparifon between himfelf and bread
ver. 33. This comparifon, wherein he afferts, that bvy
‘the bread which came down from heaven, offeends the Jew
ver. 41. Chrift therefore refumes the fubjé&: 3"d Kol
fidently afferts, 1 am that bread of life, ver. 48 that 15 10
fay, ¢ that fpiritual food, which can bring men 10 e;z’
«lafting life.” And this bread, fays be, is mfib 250 ).
I will give for the life of the avorld ; that is, “ [ wi ;u' :
¢ as an atoning facrifice, to bring men to)lfc ctﬂn;l-x :
As if they had not underftood him all this w hile, <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>