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A SERMON, &c

]

2 Kincs ii. 12.

And Elifka [aw it, and he cried, My Father, my
Father, the Chariot of Ifracl, and the Horfemen thereof.

YUNERAL orations for the great and good' have
been juftified by the univerfal praftice. of the
Chriftian Church in every age and country.. Certainly
then the prefent fubje@, whith is to commemorate the
life and death of the greateft benefattor to mankind:
that later ages have known, needs no- apology.

A Greek Hiftorian ® beautifully obferves, that
Hiftory is Philofophy teaching by example. We may
add, that the hiftory of an eminent fervant of God is
Religion teaching by example. = And what is an
oration for the dead but the hiftory in epitome of the
Deceafed ? And I truft the prefent will hold forth to
you all a moft animating example, and very powerful
motives to follow him as he followed. Chrift.

The text contains the words of Elifka, when he faw
his Mafter and Father afcending to heaven in a chariot
of fire. The exclamation was perfefly natural, if we
confider the grandeur of the view, the importance of

A Elijak

# Xenophon,
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Elijah to the Church of God, and the tender relation
in which he ftood to Eli/ha. Rcfpelling the firft, I
know not but a Minifter of our higher difpenfation,
who has borne a full teftimony to all the great truths
of the New Tecltament, to myriads perfonally, and
millions remotely by his fons in the Gofpel—I fay, 1
know not but fuch a one, fcaling thefe truths in the
firuggles of death, and entering into glory in the full
affurance of hope, affords usa brighter view of the
efficacy. of Grace and of the power of God, than
Elijah himfelf in bis chariot of fire. And this feems
agreeable to that word of our Lord concerning the
venerable fon of Zacharias, the {econd Elijah, « Verily,
1 f1y unto you, among them that are born of women, there

. hath not rifen a greater than Fohn the Baptift, notwith-
Jlanding he that is leaft in the Kingdom of Heaven is
greater than he” * '

Nor did Elijah himfelf perhaps ftand in a more

. eminent point of view in the Ifrael of God, than the
great Man whom we are now commemorating. But -
we fhall not anticipate the Parallel we intend to draw
between the Prophet and the Chriftian Minifter.

And in refpett to the laft particular, I will by no
means allow that the obligations of Elifha to Elijah
could exceed mine to Mr. WesLey. For fourteen
years I had the honour of enjoying an intimate ac-
quaintance with him.  He drew me forth into an ex-
tenfive ficld of aftion, when confined within the limits
of a little Parith ; and intrumentally, under the Grace
and Providence of God, gave me that which I value
more than all the gold of the Indies, and for which

alone
* Matt, ii, 11,



v [s51]
alone T would defire to be abfent a moment from my

Lord—my ufefulnefs in the. Church of Chrift. In this
account I include every thing I bave done by the

Divine aid, not only in Europe, but in America and

the Ifles of the fea. He admitted me to his molt fecret
counfels, and in fome things placed a confidence in

me, the recolle@ion of which even fills me with fur- .

prize. So that I may well cry out with Elifka {and it
was the language of my foul, when I was firft informed
in Virginia of my great lofs) * My Father, my Father,
the chariot of Ifracel, and the horfemen thereof.”

The words of my text enable us to explain that
command of our Lord in its true qualified fenfe, * Call
no man your Father upon the earth : for one is your Father

which is in Heaven.” * , Every created being even to
the higheft archangel, fhould be confidered as the
Servant of the Moft High, and at the beft but as a
mere inftrument of good, Nor fhould any one be .

termed, or thought, a Father or a Mafter, but in the
moft perfeft fubjellion ta the fatherly authority of
God. ..
Having thus briefly introduced my fubje&t, I fhall
enter on the main defign—the Parallel between the
great Prophet Elijah, and our honourcd venc:rablq,
dcceafcd Friend. ‘
Let us firft then take a general view of thc_chara&ér,, '

of the Prophet; and fecondly, confider the particulars, - - .

in which the two Chara&ers coincide.

I. Elijah held a clofe communion with God. He
lived in a light ‘which far e‘(cecded that of his dim
Ag dlfpenfauon. a

* Matt, xxiij. 9e
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'dtfpen(anon. and frequently-the Lord revealed bimfelf
'to him in a glorious manner.

He was fupported by Providence in a wonderful
way., Ravens are employed to feed him. An Angel
adminifters to him. And a feries of miracles were
‘wrought, to fupply the barrel of meal and the crufe
of oil, for the daily prefervation of himfelf and the -
‘benevolent family which :received "him under their
‘roof.

His entire crucifixion to the world is evidenced
through the whole of his hiftory. There ‘is not a

‘fingle paflage that juftifies the lealt fufptcxon of felf-
indulgence.

" His boldnefs and fidelity in reproof make a mok
‘eminent part of his hiftory. He"was not athamed to
appear before Kings, and tell them their tranfgreflions ;
‘though he had every reafon to cxpe& ‘that they would
‘perfecute him, -if poffible, to the death. -Ia nothing
-did he feem to confer with flefh and :blood: he only
‘inquired into the will of Jehovah, and found it his
‘meat to fulfil it. He poffeffed a fingle cye. He ferved
“the Lorp.

His labours were ¢hiefly confined to the ten revolted
tribes: 1 fay chiefly, -for he wrote one faithful Letter at
leaft to Fehoram King of Fudah. However, he filled
up his-province : and-when duty called him, travelled,
with the miraculous aid of ‘the Lord, evea for forty
"days and-forty nights inceflantly.

“Great was the glory conferred upon him : -and great
‘the: power with which he was endowed. He feemed
‘to command the fire of God. His word made the

{kies
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4kies like brafs, and the -earth like iron. His werd
.opened the windows of heaven, and replenithed the
.earth with rain. His prayers raifed the dead to life.
Such honour had this great prophet from the Lord of
‘Hofts.

His fituation was of great importance, if we confider,
:him as a.center of union to the fons of the prophets.
They all acknowledged him as their head, and evi-
:dently afted under his dire&ion.

His fufferings were great.  The -perfecutions he:
:endured from Fezebel and others, the being obliged to
#fly from.place to place to efcape theif rage, the being
‘bereaved of every warldly .comfort, .-_muﬁ frequently
‘have produced fuch exquifite trials, s would, 1 doubt
not, if they had been minutely related by the infpired
.writers, have.clearly evidenced that he fuffered much
—that “in his meafure, like our Saviour, he was a
:man of farrows and acquainted with grief.

But:let us- now take a view of thofe particulars in the
dife of the venerable Deceafed, which .cotrefpond with.
ithe life and charaller of Eiijjak. :

1. His Communion with God. Very few alive have
‘enjoyed more opportunities -than ‘I, of obferving his
;private walk with.God. For monthstogether we have
.refided wader - the fame roof. For weeks 1 have been
.with him continually for twenty two hours or more of
the day. The firft hour.of the morning he confecrated
~ .to folemn prayer and meditation: and indeed all his
employments were of fueh a nature, whether he was
.engaged in public or private, in preaching.or vifiting
:the fick, in compofition or carrefpondguce, -as led him
Ag -immediately’
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immediately to God. His mind feemed. always bent.
for God, except during the little time he daily allowed
for his friends and his meals. And then, though the
moft agreeable of companions, every anecdote he re-
lated ‘to illuftrate his fubje&, and indeed the whole of
his converfation, direétly tended to the improvement
of the mind. But fometimes on thofe occafions he
would break forth with fuch an unfion and fuch a
power, as would elevate the minds of the company

to heavenly things more perhaps than the moft eloquent’
fermon.

2. The life of Elzjalz was preferved by the moft mi-
raculous interferences of the Lord : yet our honoured
Friend had abundant caufe of thankfulnefs for his re-
peated prefervation in the ordinary ways of Providence.
Very often he had falls from his horfe, though he never
was, I believe, materially hurt. And when his kind
friends forced him, at the age of feventy, into a car-
riage ; more than once have his:horfes taken fright, and’
brougbt him into imminent danger. Once I was with
him in the Irifh' Channel, when the packet in which
we were, ftruck againft a rock about forty times in an
hour, but was preferved, as if fome invifible Being had
put his arms around. it, and fhoved it off the rock »
Often was he on the very brink of the grave in con-
fumptions and fevers, and yet was wonderfully given
back to the prayers of the- people.——Befides all the
dangers he was furrounded with from time to time, by
the perfecutions he endured in the infancy of that great
work of God, of which he was the primary inftrument, . -

3--His crucifixion to the world no one can doubt"
that is in the lca(t acquamd with the tenor of - bis life:

- The
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The employment he delighted in above every other,
abftrafledly from the confideration of the Will of Gop
and the happinefs of his fellow-creatures, was

Inter fylvas academicas querere verum :

to fearch the records of antiquity, and converfe with the
mighty dead in the groves and gardens of Oxford. He
had there a handfome fettlement as Fellow of a College :
and fuch authority as would have enabled him 10 enjoy
bis Philofophic pleafures to their utmoft extent. His
mind was exaélly formed for the abftrufeft ftudies.” But
he facrificed the whole to the Will of Gop, and the in-
fatiable defire of his foul for doing good. He accord-
ingly failed for the new-formed fettlement of Georgia,
in hopes of opening a way for the converfion of the
heathens. .

Thofe who are acquainted (as I have been) with the
difference between one of the'moft elegant Univerfities
in the world, and a country juft laid out for coloniza-
tion,—between the varieties and luxuries of life in the
former inftance, and the vaft fimplicity of living in the
latter :—and above all, between a converfe with fome of
the firlt Literati in the world, and in general with men
of very improved underftandings, on the one hand;
and only with a few honeft planters, living within amile
or two’s diftance of each other, in the midft of immea-
furable forefts, on the other,—will eftimate the facrifice
made by Mr. WesLEY in the prefent cafe as not in-
confiderable. ,

And after his return to his native country, when he
might again have entered on the mode cf life fo fuitable
to the natural and improved powers of ‘his mind, he

chofe
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chofe to preach the Golpel to the poor, and to- deny
himfelf all the pleafures of literary converfe, that he
might fpread more extenfively the favour of Jefu's
name, and communicate more largely, as the inftru-
ment of Grace, the happinefs which is to be found in
God alone.

4. His felf-denial alfo kept an equal pace with all the
-other fruits of true religion. For three years, whilft
in Georgia, he lived on nothing but vegetables, milk,
and water. And when his amazing ‘labours indifpen-
fably demanded in the general mare {ubftantial diet, yet
ftill, when the work:in which he was engaged, required
it, he would endure exquifite hardfhips for want of food
even to the fupporting of himfelf, and his companion
who travelled with him, on-the very berries which grew
upon the hedges of the field. And his whole life was
‘perfe&t order and regularity ; and cannot be defcribed
anore completely-than by a common obfervation of his
friends, “ He moves like a clock.” And this perfe&
yegularity was, no doubt, under the blefling of Provi-
dence; highly conducive to-his health.

5. His boldnefs and fidelity in reproof have perhaps
‘been equalled but-by few. All that attended his mi-
niftry, and all that have ‘read his writings, well know
Jhow hefreed himfelf from the blood of all men, both
yich and poor. No one has borne {o-.compléte a tefti-
mony againft the great fin of England—diffipation and
ungodkinefs: no one has borne a mare pointed tef-
gimony againft the great fin of America—the flavery
and oppreflion of the negrocs, ‘than he. But this was
»not all. His private reproofs were not excelled per-
haps by thofe which were delivered from the pulpit and

the
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the prefs. ‘Thefe indeed were only known to a very
few confidendal friends. And if the talk were notin-’
vidious and improper, and perhaps even a breach of
fidelity, 1.could mention fome of the firlt men in Eng-
land, as well as of the chief members of his fociety, to
whom he wrote the moft faithful letters which fideliey
itfelf could diftate. - .

6. His finglenels of eye throughout the whole,
made one of the moft thining traits of this life. Neo
one could;pafs a full judgment on this, but thofe who
were his ‘moft intimate acquaintance ; and were ena-
bled to wke fo minutea view of his proceedings, as to
conne& ‘whole feries of ations, and draw their in-
ferences accordingly. And from fuch a view 1aken
for many years, I can without hefitation declare that
I never knew one, concerning whom 1 ceuld form
any mature judgment, that f{acrificed eafe, pleafure,
profit, friends to the welfate of the Church of Chrift,
with fo much readinefs, ‘with fo much freedom asMr.
‘WesiLey. Nay, thefe facrifices were made with fuch
perfe@tliberty, as to be rendered on that very account-
wuite hid from the inattentive obferver : and yet, few,
if any, could feel more fenfibly than‘he; he was formed
for friendlhip.

7. His Benevolence was-unbounded. Thoufands of
he poor will remember him with grateful acknowledg~
ments, while life continues, Al that he gained by the
extenfive circulation of his writings, was laid out in

this blefled channel. Sometimes indeed, the Love
 which beélieveth and hopeth all ‘things, of which he
ipoflefled fo large a fhare, laid him open to impofitions ;
and wifdom then (ept at the door of love : amd ifthere
) , was
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was any fault in his public charaéter, it was an excefs
of mercy.

8. But how fhall I defcribe his labours ! how follow
bim for two gencrations, for near fixty years, from
country to country, from kingdom to kingdom, crying
to bundreds of thouiands, * Believe on the Lord Fefus
Chrift, and thow fhalt be faved!” O this was the-
burden of his difcourfe, Faith in Fefus Chrift, the faith
that works by love, while his congregations hung.
upon his lips, and were delighted with the mufic of.
his voice.

Again, how fhall I defcribe the labours of his Pen!
how follow him through a hundred volumes and more,
in Divinity, Philofophy, Hiftory, Phyfic, Grammar—
as an Author, Tranflator, Abridger, Compiler! How -
was it poffible that a man who travelled annually four
or five thoufand miles; who preached regularly till
within a fhort time of his death, twice or thrice in the
day ; who conftantly kept up an extenfive corre~
fpondence through England, Scotland, Ireland, America.
—How was it poffible, it may be reafonably inquired,
that a man fo engaged, fhould publith fuch an amazing
library for the benefit of his pcople—for the benefit
of mankind? I anfwer, he hufbanded every moment
beyond any perfon 1 ever heard or read of. He
gathered up all the fragments, and left none, as it were,
remaining.  Origen, one of the old Fathers of the
Church, was perhaps the: neareft to him in lahours:
but if ‘we confider the vaft variety of our deceafed
friend and father’s labours. and the difficulty and crofs.
of continually changing from gne to another as he was

obliged to do, I think we may fafely fay he far exceeded:
' Or lgm-
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Origen.  Nay, in this point of view, I know not but
we may challenge the benefa@lors of mankind in the
prefent and paft ages, and fay, without excepting St.
Paul himfelf, that he was “ more abundant in labours
than they all.”
© For this end he allowed himfelf but fix hours and a
half in his bed for about fixty years, rifing every
morning at four o’clock, excepting after a watch-night
fpent with his people in finging and prayer, at which
times he lay from midnight till fix in the morning.
Indeed, his conftant early-rifing, and bis invariable
improvement of histime whether fick or -well, whether
his head ached or was at eafe, might be induced as
two of the firongeft iftances of felf-denial that a Chril-
tian can difplay.

How different was this great man from too many—
I was almoft going to fay, from all his cotemporaries—
who fquander away years of their lives in minutes,
quarter and half-hours, inftead of “paying,” as he
through Grace was enabled to do,  each moment for
the purchafe of its worth.”

9. His fuccefs under the blefling of God was equal
to all the reft. If he wrought not fuch miracles on
inanimate nature as Elijah did by the power of the
Mot High, he did by the fame Divine power what was
inﬁnitely greater, he converted fouls—he brought
immediately and remotely, by himfelf and his fons in
the Golpel, myriads of immortal fpirits ont of darknefs
into light, and from the power of Satan unto God.

In refpe& to his perfonal labours, we learn from his

Journals, that when he firft fiepped forth in the name
. . of
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of the Lord, to fet his public feal to the truth of that
fundamental doftrine of the Gofpel, Juftification by
faith, people daily fell down as dead under the power
of his word, through the force of divine convifion.
But when the Lord had raifed up a number of helpers
for him, men after nis own heart, men who had no
other defire but to fpend and be fpent for the good of
mankind ——though flill his gift for the awakening of
fouls more or lels remained, yet his grand Talents ap-
peared to be the eftablilhment of Believers and the
government of the Church.

In regard to the firft, I know no one that was at alf
to be compared to him : fuch an un&ion accompanied
his word, when he opened the héights, and depths, and
lengths, and breadths of the Love of Chrift,_as was
unknown to all but thofe who pofleflfed, or panted
after, the perfett Love of God. Nor could the moft
cruel oppolfition, even from profeffors themfelves, in
the lealt degree reftrain him from opening to the faith-
ful'ell the high privileges.of the Gofpel, all the trea-
fures of Grace.

In regard to the latter,——his government and-
management of the vaft connexion under his care, was,
I think I may fay, the wonder of the world. That a
fingle perfon fhould raife a Society of chriftian profef.
fors, amounting at his death to at leaft one hundred and.
thirty thoufand ! and fhould preferve an union among
them on the frifeft principles of chriftian difcipline,
is, I believe, not to be paralieled in the hiftory of the
Church.  Not that I fuppofe all among us to be
Ifrael that are of Lirael, or that all of them do fo fted-
faltly adhere to our rules of dilcipline as they fhould:

but
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but what he did, with the aid of his Preachers, in.
preferving the union and in enforcing the difcipline
of this great Society, is aftonithing,. and would be
bardly credible to one that has been entirely unac-
guainted with our Economy, if the whole was minutely
related. :

10. In this point of view allo we may compare him.
to the Prophet Elijah. Elijah was the center of union
to the Sons of the Prophets. «+ They muft have been
nrumerous, for fifty of them were aflembled together
to behold the departure of Elijsh. They were perfons
particularly confecrated to the Lord : and their educa-
tion was intended to prepare them for fuch fervices as
the Prophet, under whofe dire&ion they were, might
from time to time judge proper for them. They fecrm
o have been all endued more or lefs with the proper
~ Spirit of prophecy : for the fons of the Prophets both _
at Bethel-and Fericho, faidto Elijka, * Knoweft thou
that the Lord will take away thy mafter from thy head,
to-day ?” :

And our honoured, deceafed Friend was a center of
union to about fix hundred preachers of the Gofpel,
that were entirely given up to the work of God: and,
perhaps I may fay, te two or three thoufand that were
only partially employed in the fame bleffed work.

11. The laft point, in which I fhall carry on the
parallel between the two great men in confideration,

is their fufferings. The great Prophet, as intimated
above, endured much: and fo did our venerable
Friend.

When he and his little company at Oxford, declared
themfelves friends of holinefs and of God, they imme-

diately
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diately became a term of reproach. Nor could this be
only a trifling {uffering to our dear Father,—to he
treated with deép contempt by men.whom he had
highly refpetled, and with whom he had formerly held
" fwcet converfe, and on thofe.fcienccs particularly which
had moft engroffed his attention.

Again, when he refided in Georgia, his journeys
through the wecods from Savannah to Frederica and
other places, were attended with great dangers and
hardfhips ; even fo far as once"to oblige him to lie in
the woods a whole night in the winter, when he was
almoft frozen to death.

But when he returned to England, and felt his duty
call him to preach the pure Gofpel againft a world of
oppolers, here was a trial indeed ! We may fay of him
what was obferved of Athanafius on another occafion,
Wefley contra mundum, Wefley againft the world. He
was for fome time all alone. Elevated on tables,
chairs, horfeblocks, he fpoke for Jefus in the fields, the
fireets, the highways. The confequences were what
every judge of human nature would expe®. < The
carnal mind is enmity againft God,” and his zcalous
minifters. * Showers of ftones, of rotten eggs, of dirt,
followed him wherever he went. He was dragged
through the mire and through the water. And all
this did he bear like his great Mafter, like the Lamb
of God.

- But all this was little in comparifon to the ufage he
received from many profeflors, yea, and from fome

(there is reafon to believe) of the children of God them-.
felves.—Becaufe he conftantly held forth the offers of
grace to all men, and becaule he prefled believers to:

look

-
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look for entire conformity to the nature and entire
devotion to the Will of Gop, and aflured them of the
willingnefs and readinefs of Gop, even to circumncife
their hearts, that they might love him with all their heart :
therefore, many of his Calviniftic brethren, and chiefly
of thofe who were indebted under grace for all the re«
ligion they poffeffed to the labours of that venerable
man of Gop Mr. Whitfield, faid and wrote all manner,
of evil againft him: charged him with errors which
were as far from his mind as Atheifm itfelf, and with
crimes whicb his holy foul abhorred. Their Father in
the Gofpel, Mr. Whitfield, was of a different fpirit: he
loved and reverenced our honoured Friend to the clofe
of his life, as his lalt will and teftament evidently de-
monftrated. Thefe {ufferings came near to his foul:
but even for thefe he was thankful. He has himfelf
told me, that he received them from the fuffering hand
of God, as a neceffary balance for the great fuccefs
which he and his Preachers were blefled with in the
converfion of fouls.

We mult not omit to remark, that for fometime be+
fore his death, all thefe fufferings were ended. He
lived long enough to convince the three kingdoms, that
he was a good as well as great man. And =ll his Cals
viniftic enemies were filenced, particularly by the
means of that holy Saint and great polemical Divine,
the Rev. Fohn Fletcher. In fhort, the Lord was pleafed
to vindicate fully the charalter of his injurcd fervang,
and to make his “ innocence,” in refpefl to all the
accufations of his enemies, * as clear” to every condid

‘perfon “ as the noon-day lig!t.”

‘And now, after all that has been faid of our venerable
Father in Gop, we muft flill acknowledge he was but
B ~ aman,
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a man. He had his defefts: and thofe who were belt
acquainted with the earthen veffel, knew them beft.
But O! that Veffel contained moft precious treafure ;
and its great Mafter did delight to make his Spirit of
glory fhine upon it. ‘

It remains to fpeak a little concerning his death,
In this part of my difcourfe I am much limited, asthe
letters I have received from Europe, were written on
the very day he died, when forrow muft have filled
and employed every breaft.

My much refpetted Brother Brackenbury writes thus :

“I am juft come from the folemn fcene of our
honoured Father’s exit from the regions of mortality.
I believe it will leave a lafting impreffion on the minds
of all that were prefent. The blefled teltimonics he
gave, while his ﬂrcngth and fpecch remained, of his
faith and hope in the Lord Jefus, will, no doubt, be a
confirmatory feal to thoufands of the truths he main-
tained in the long courle of his Miniftry. O that all
his Sons in the Gofpel may preparc to meet him, by
filling up ulefully their life’s fhort day as he did, and
O that a double portian of the Spirit may relt upon
them all. Amen.”

Another, (my dear ‘friend Ragers, our Affitant-
Preacher in London,) writes, *“ I have awful tidings to
communicate—awful indeed! This day * at half pat
nine in the morning our ever dear and honoured
Father Mr, WesLEey fled to Paradife in a moft glorious
and triumphant manner, after a ficknefs of five days.”

Thus died our dear Elijak, as he lived—a flame of firg,

And now permit me to make a few remarks on the
whole, and then conglude.

- ift. thn

* March 2, 1791,
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1ft. When we confider the amazing benefits which
we and myriads ‘have received by the infirumentality
of this mighty man of God, how great fhould be our
gratitude to the Lord, ‘that he lent him to us fo long !
' Often has he fnatched our dear friend from the brink
of the grave, fiom the very verge of eternal blifs, and
fent hiin back into this world of trouble and vexation,
in aniwer to the préycrs of the people!" For this and
all his benefits may all that is within us blefs his holy
name.

2dly. How fhould we humble purfelves before Gon
! at the removal to the Church triumphant of one who
has been fo great a Pillar in the Church militant below !
We deferved to lofe him. Such has been our unfaith-
fulnefs, that we were by no means worthy to have him
among us on earth folong. Indeed we are lefs than
' the leaft of all the mercies of our Gop: and far lefs
deferving then muft we be, of being blefled for fifty
years and more with fuch a burning and fhining light.

3dly. What a time is this for prayer! The religious
world ftands ftill, as it were, in awful fufpenﬁon. How,
important to the world is the union of fuch a body of
Profeflors as that, over which our honoured Friend
preﬁded—a body of Profeflors, who have fent Miffio-
naries to the Ealt and Weft, and the North and the
South, to fpread the favour of the Gofpel to the farther-
moft ends of the earth! What a time for Satan, the
Spitit of divifion, to ufe his utmoft efforts! O that our
prayers may daily arife as clouds of incepfe before the
Throne, and find acceptance in the fight of God—
that all the wiles of Satan at this important crifis may
be over-ruled, and the caufe of peace, of union, of love,
of Curist prevail, And O that, aboveall, our gracious
Interceflor may now moft eminently enforce that prayer
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