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A SERMON, &c.

—————"

HEB. IX. 27.
1T IS APPOINTED UNTO MEN ONCE TO DIE,

IF the remains of our departed fifter, in me-
mory of whom the prefent difcourfe is delivered, were
now before your eyes, with all the pomp and fplendour
of modern funerals, it is not improbable but there are
fome, whofe minds would be affe&ed with a folemn but
fuperftitious awe, which the preacher has neither power
nor inclination to raife. He is confcious that thofe,
. who had the privilege of being acquainted with our re-
fpected fifter, need nothing more than the recollection of
that amiable woman, under the blefling of God, to infufe
into them that fpirit of true folemnity, which alone be-
comes the-chriftian on thefe occafions. But yet, that
which rifes above every other confideration, is the mo-
mentous truth held out to us in my text, that great fta-
:’gte-law of heaven, « Itis appointed unto men once to

ie.”
For the due improvement of this weighty fubje&t, we.
* fhall, under the blefling of the Moft High, :

Firft, Give an explication of the text.

Seoondly, Confider the grand point held forth to our
viewy,—the certainty of death.

. Thirdly, Lay down fome confiderations againft the -
fear of death, for the ufe and comfort of believers.

Fourthly, Draw fome inferences from the foregoing -
heads of my difcourfe: And,

A2 Laftly,
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Laftly, Prefent you with an epitome of the experience,
- death and clfaralter of our deceafed friend, Mrs.
Hefter Ann Rogers.

- I. We are to explain the text.

1ft. The propofition is indefinite, therefore univer~
fal, all muft die. Itis not confined to any fex or defcrip-
tion. ‘Tht whole race is included. But yet there have
been, and flill fhall be exceptions to the general rule:
1. Enoch, that holy man, who walked with God three
hundred years: and then ¢ was not, for God took him.
By faith he was tranflated’’ into heaven. When he had
for fo long a time borne, by example and prophecy, his
“faithful teftimony againft the fins of a2 wicked world,
juft mature for deftru&ion: his merciful Redeemer, the
God of Ifrael, with whofe fmile and intimacy he had
been divinely honoured for centuries, took him into his
everlafting arms, and fitted him at once for confummate
glory. 2. Elijah, the great-and highly honoured pro«
. phet, who had power to open and fhut the heavens, and
to call down celeftial fire: when he had finithed his fuf-
fering life in the midft of a crooked, adulterous, idola-
trous people, his friend and his God took him, foul and
body together, in a chariot of fire, to the Heaven of Hea-
vens, Thefe are the exceptions we have had already.
~_And, in refpe& to futurity; « we fhall not all fleep,
but we fhall all be changed, in a moment, in the twink-
ling of an eye, at the laﬁ trump: for the trumpet fhall .
found,” and inftantly all the faithful, who are then alive,
* fhall put on incorruption and immortality, and fhall af-
“terwards enter into their mafter’s joy, without fuffering
the ufual lot of mortality. ' ‘
The above excepted, we muft all pafs through the val-
ley of the fhadow of death, and return to the duft from
- whence we came.  And truly, my brethren, I know not
whether [ thould not prefer, if the choice were given me,
to tread the fteps my Saviour trod before me, and to pafs
after him through the door of death, than to be at onceé
‘ tranflated
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tranflated to the realms of blifs. He has fan&ified the
grave by lying init: and every path in which we follow
the Lamb, is ftrewed with bleflings to the faithful. He
will take care of our facred duft: every thing which is
eflential to humanity, will he preferve in the hollow of
his hand, till he completely mould it by Almighty Power,
and give it a luftre, to which the fun fhall appear as

darknefs. ‘
2dly. All muft die once.  But all thall not die the fe-
cond death. There is the comfort of the believer. That
divine and ineffable union, which fubfifts between God
and the chriftian’s foul, fhall preferve the confecrated
body, which here below. is the temple of the Holy Ghoft.
As the whole humanity of Chrift was united to his God-
head, even when his foul and body were feparated ; fo
the foul and body of the faithful are united to Chrift,
even when they are feparated by death: for weare ¢ the
bone of his bone, and the fleth of his flcth.” When
death fhall untie thofe fecret and fweet bands, thofe vital
knots, which faften foul and bgdy together, then fhall the
" fanlified and immortal fpirit burft through its tenement
of clay, and take pofleffion of its everlafting home. On
fuch ¢ the fecond death hith no powers” To them,
death is only a fleep, a happy paflage out of the prifon
of the body into a ftate of perfect freedom: out of an
earthly houfe, where the better part groans, “into a
_ building of God, a_houfe not made with hands, eternal
in the heavens.” But, ’
3dly. We muft all undergo the fir/# death. Thisis
the irrevocable decree of heaven: not from the neceffity
of nature, but as the punithment of fin. 'Man was made
immortal : fin alone brought death into the world and
all our woe. < By fin,” fays St. Paul, ¢ death entered
.into the world.” And fhall we nourith and indulge our
greateft enemy? Shall we harbour, yea, thall we ferve
the murderers of Chrift? Shall we not exert ourfclves
to the uttermoft againft the greateft foe of God and
man? Shall a little temporary joy or profit induce us to
' A facrifice
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facrifice everlafting happinefs, and to -embrace ever-
lafting ‘burnings? May the awful decree, «it is -ap-
- pointed unto man once to die,” have fuch an influence
on our minds, and be fo accompanied by the operati-
ons of grace upon our hearts, that we may always be
enabled to fay with holy triumph, ¢ O.death, where
is thy fting? O grave, where is thy viQory? Thanks
be to God, who giveth us the vi€tory through our Lord
Jefus Chrift.” i

~ II.  But we now proceed to cenfider the fecond
point;—the unaveidablenefs and cer-
tainty of death.

"1t needs no proof. Every thing elfe on this fide of
the grave is attended with probability or poflibility enly:
_this alone with certainty, If it be inquired, Will fuch
a child be rich or poor, be learned or ignorant, be ho-
nourable or contemptible, the anfwer is, Perhaps it may,
perhaps not.  But if it be inquired, fhall he die? The
Efﬁer contains-no perbaps: It is fimply, He certainly-

all. . .

I fhall therefore only confider the prefent head in a
way of application. For it is the heart alone which wants
to be awakened on the prefent fubjet. Such is the fot-
tithnefs of men in general, that they will not duly con-

- fider the tranfitorinefs of all fublunary things, the morta-

" lity of our bodies, and the infinitely momentous cencerns
of eternity. Let us therefore examine into the grand
reafons of this ftupidity of man. We fhall find it per-
haps proceed from the following particulars:

1ft. " Immenfe multitudes are fo immerged in the
pleafures, honours, or- riches. of this world, that every
thought of the certainty or approach of death is drowned
therein. As foon as an idea on the important fubject
fprings up in the mind, it {inks and is loft in the innu-
merable ideas which continually crowd in concerning
the things of time and fenfe: it is devoured by the
worldly thoughts which are inceflantly buzzing in( tble
- ouis
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fouls of carnal men. One is fo eagerly purfuing the
things of time and fo abhorrent of reflection, that with
a variety of invented delights he imps the wings of time,
to make them fly the fafter; andis never contented, but
when the fenfes are gratified. Another is eat up by am-
bition: he forgets he is a mortal; and power and titles
and worldly honours are the only food of his foul. A
third, like the fool inthe parable, trufts in his riches. He
fays to his fouly « Soul, thou haft goods laid up for many
years, eat, drink, and be merry.” Whereas he might
as well lay a phaifter to his clothes to heal the wounds
of his body, as imagine he can bring happinefs into his
foul, through any thing which the honours, riches or plea-
fures of this world can poffibly afford him. If we wil
believe the Spirit of God, the fum total of them all is
¢« Vanity of vanities, all is vanity and vexation of fpirit.”
If vanity can fatisfy you, if vexation of fpirit can give
you content, if you can gather grapes off thorns or figs

off thiftles, then go and doat upon the creatures.
2dly. ‘Men in general are continually viewing death
‘as at a diftance; and thereby entirely lofe fight of the
- awful certainty and unavoidablenefs of it. When they
are young, the heat of blood, the inceffant flow of the
- animal fpirits, a vitrous education, and the conftant com-
pany of the diffipated and unawakened, drive away every'
thought of death, as if the folemn moment were at the
utmoft diftance from them. Thofe, who are grown up
to manhood, and are ftrong and healthy, think it quite
fufficient to provide for death, when ficknefs gives- the
fummons. Thofe, who are fickly and difeafed, buoy
up themfelves in their falfe confidence by the hopes of
recovery : and even the aged (ftrange as it feems!) re-
ard their few remaining days as if they were years.
‘Such is the ftate of the unregenerate: fuch the dread-
ful confequence of a heart hardened to Divine things by
original and actual fin! What, if God were to fummon
ou away, finners, in an hour or a moment! How.dread-
ul would be the alarm! And fhould we not be every
moment



[ 8]

moment prepared, by living in the favour of God and in
the light of his countenance ; for who can affure himfelf
for a moment to come ! For ought you know, the film,
the bubble, which holds your lives, is now a breaking!
O did we but ferioufly confider, by what fmall pins this
- frame of man is tacked together, it would appear to us
a miracle, that we live for a fingle hour.

3dly. ‘The apprehenfions, the terrors arifing in the
minds of the unregenerate from refle(tions upon death,
keep them from any due confiderations on the certainty
and unavoidablenefs of it. The agonies of death, ‘the
fenfelefs corpfe, the gnawing worms, the ftench of rotten-
nefs, and all the other attendants of that grim king of
terrors, form far too miferable a fubject for the jovial -
world or the diffipated throng to reflect upon for a mo-
ment. But though the confideration. of thefe things is
very unwejcome, yea, very difmal to the minds of finners,

yet there is far worle behind ; and that is the fin, which
" deferves death; and the hell, which follows it. Tobe
for ever fhut up in utter darknefs, to be the fport of
.devils, as far as devils can fport themfelves with any
thing, to be banithed for ever from the fource of happi-
nefs, to have the foul eternally tormented by the worm
which dieth not, and the immortalized. body by a fire
fuited to its ever-dying, but never annihilated fubftance
—thefe fubjeéts aﬂ};rd ideas, which, if thoroughly at-
tended to, and applied by the grace of God, would foon
ftir up the foul to enter into that ftate of favour with the
Lord, which would make diffolution a privilege, and
.death a kind meflenger without a fting, to open the gate
to everlafting joys. . ' :

111, - But this leads me to the third head of my
difcousfe, namely, to lay down fome con-
fiderations ‘againft the: fear of death, for
the ufe and comfort of believers.

1ft. If the foul be immortal, if it were created and |
redeemed for the eternal enjoyment of God, and confe- .
‘ ' ‘ quently
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quently enter after death on an infinitely better life than
this, the believer may certainly be well contented, yza,
glad to die. The glorious view, which faith opens to
the fpiritual eye, far overb.lancesall the frightful objeéts,
‘with which death is furrounded. The fcenes of pure,
perennial blifs, where faints eternally bafk themfclves in
the bright bearhis of the countenance of their God, and
bathe themfelves in the rivers of pleafures which flow
at his right hand for evermore, are fufficient, though
only viewed in profped, to elevate the {oul above every
terrifying thought which can poilibly affail it. An old
heathen philofopher, Tullius Cicero, in his dream of
Scipio, beautifully obferves, « If 1 were now difengaged
from my cumbrous body, and on the wing for Elyfium,”
(the place, where the ancient Romans fuppofed the vir-
tuous would dwell after death) “ and fome fuperior
Being {hould meet me in my flight, and make me an
offer of returning and re-animating my body, I fhould
without hefitation reje& his offer : fo much rather would
I go to Elyfium, to refide with Socrates and Plato, and
all the ancient worthies, and fpend my time in converf-
ing with them.” But could a heathen thus triumph in
the thought of enjoying his poor, miferable paradife;
and prefer it even to life, how much more may a chrif-
tian triumph in the exulting thought, that he thall {pend
an eternity with the wifeft, the holieft, the happicft Be-
ings that ever came out of the creative hand of God:
yea, that he thall fpend an eternity with Jefus, the medi-
ator of the New Covenant, the joy of his heart, and the
delight of his eyes; where he fhall fix his ever-waking
. eyeson the infinite beauty of his adorable Lord ; yea, if it
were poffible, would think cternity itfelf too fhort for the
- beholding and admiring fuch tranfcendent excellencics,
and for the folemnizing thofe heavenly efpoufals between
Chrift and his moft beloved fpoufe, when all the powers
of heaven thall triumph for joy, and a concert of fera-
phims for ever fing the wedd{ng-fong.
2dly. The whole life of a chriftian is founded on a
, AS hope,
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_ hope, which cannot be accompliflied but by dying. How
exceedingly miftaken muft he be, who fears that which
alone can gratify his higheft withes; and is the great
end of all his purfuits. What does the chriftian chiefly
hope for? Is it not the full enjoyment of his God in the
realms of blifs? Is it not the reftoration of his whole
nature to the full image of God, in which it was at firft
created; and the recovery of that Paradife, which he
has loft by the fall: a Puradife, the glories of which
- fhall be inconceivably heightened by the union of the
Divine and human natures in the “perfon of the fecond
Adam, the Son of God? Isit not,to live for ever with
his adorable and moft beloved Saviour, to be with him
where he is, and to behold the glory which the Father
hath given him? Is it not, to fit with Chrift in his
throne, according to his moft gracious promife, even as
Chrift fits with his Father in his throne? Is it not to
join the redeemed and the innumerable hoffs of angels,
in finging continually alleluias, falvation and glory and
honour and power to God and the I.amb ¢ 1In fhort, is
it not to fee God face to face, 10 enjoy the beatific vifion,
to experience an unconceivably clofer union and com-
munion with God than we poffibly can during the pre-
fent fcene of things, to be for ever blefled in the clofe
embraces of the fovereign good? But can we be pof-
feflor of thefe mighty joys without paffing through the
valley of the thadow of d);ath? And fhall a chriftian be
‘afraid of that, which alone can enable him to realize the
élorious hope, which is the very fupport of his life?
hould it not rather be the language of his foul, « I de-
fire to be diffolved, and to be with Chrift, which is far
better.”

3dly. Death is no more than a quiet fleep. Thus
it is frequently reprefented in the oracles of God.
« Behold, thou fhalt fleep with thy fathers®*. Many
that fleep in the duft, fhall awake +.. Our friend Laza-

# Deut. xxxi. 16, and 2 Sam, vii. 12, + Dan, xii. 2.
- rus
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rus fleepeth #.  Stephen fell afleep 4. I would not have
you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which
are afleep, that ye forrow not even as others, which have
no hope. For if we believe that Jefus died and rofe
again, even fo them alfo which fleep in Jefus, will God
bring with him. For we which are alive and remain
unto the coming of the Lord, fhall not prevent them
which are afleep}. Some are fallen afleep. They are
fallen afleep in Chrift§. The fathers fell afleep. ||
‘The infpired writers feem to delight in the metaphor,
when applied to the death of the faithful: and what can
be more expreflive. The weary labourer lays himfelf
down to fleep ’till the morning, and the chriftian takes
his fleep in the grave ’till the morning of the refurrec-
tion, only with this eflential difference: the common
‘fleep of nature deprives us of the natural light, but the
fleep of death brings the believer to the vifion of the
true and otherwife inacceffible light. Why then fhould
the chriftian be afraid of death ¥ Surely he may take the
ferpent into his bofom ; for he has not only loft his fting,
but is reconciled to the believer, and become one of his
party. Thereforefays St. Paul, ¢ Whether life or death,
all is yours:”’ and again, «“ To me, to live is Chrift, and
to dieis gain.” And well may the chriftian rejoice in
death; and welcome the pleafing meflenger; for it is the
hand of death which draws the curtain, and lets'him in
to fee God face to face in heaven, that palace of inefti-
mable pleafure and delight, where the ftrongeft beams of
glory fhall beat fully upon our faces, and we fhall be
made ftrong enough to bear them. Neither does death
do any real injury to our bodies, fince they fhall be new
moulded at tf‘lc refurre€tion: when ¢ this mortal fhall
put on immortality, and this corruptible put on incor-
ruption:” when thefedull lumps fhall become as im-
- paffible as the angelic nature, fubtle as a ray of light,
bright as the fun, nimble as lightning. Who is there,

® John xi, . + A&s vii, 6o. 1 1 Thefl. iv. 13, 14, 15.
§ 1 Cor. xv, §, 18, | 2 Pets iii, 4.
that
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that is truly armed. with this helmet of falvation, this

* hope of heaven, who would for a moment detire to have

the law of death reverfed? Surely a holy foul may fre.
quently be breathing forth defires (though with due re-
fignation), after the kind office of death, to deliver it inte
fo great and incomprebenfible a glory.

IV. I now proceed, in the fourth place, to
draw fome inferences from what has
been advanced.

1ft. If death be fo certain and unavoidable, and it be
appointed unto men once 1o die, what exquifite folly is it
to {uffer our affetions to cleave to any thing here be-

. low! How painful_muft the parting be, when we are
drawn from our deareft idols, from our chief joy ! How
different is the concluding fcene of the pious and the un-
regenerate! Angels are waiting to receive the former,
and to accompany them to their beloved Bridegroom,
their adorable Lord ; whilft Devils are ready to feize
upon the latter, and to bring them to their place of tar-
ment. Some of the voluptuous heathens were accuf-
tomed to bring in the refemblance of an anatomy to
their feafts, in order to remind their guefts of their fa-
vourite motto, * Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow
tve die:” let us indulge ourfelves in every pleafure of
fenfe, fince annihilation daily approaches, and we thall

" then fink into an eternal fleep. How much better is
the advice of the apoftle: ¢ But this I fay, brethren, the
time is thort. It remaineth, that both they that have
wives, be as though they had none; and they that weep,
as though they wept not; and they that rejoice, as -
though they rejoiced not ; .and they that buy, as though

! they poffeffed not; and they that ufe this world, as not

abufing it ; for the fathion of this world paffeth away *.”
Why gxould any thing this world can allure us with, be
of any price in a wife man’s efteem? Both theyand we
perifh in the ufing: they are dying comforts; and we
muft die, who enjoy them.  And therefore,

® 3 Car. wi, 29; 30, 3“ ~ ‘
’ - adly.
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2dly. As we mutt all thortly die, let us labour to be
slways in a-readine(s and preparation for - awful hour,
On this head of my difcourfe, I fhall only lay down a
few fhort diretions, and then proceed to the more ime
mediate fubje& of our meeting. :

1. Wean your hearts from the love of the world.
Death muft and will pluck you from it. - Why then
thould you toil, and wafte your lives on fo precarious, fo
tranfitory an obje&. Every thing below is fading : but
yout precious foulsare immortal. ~ Be not therefore ur- .
equally yoked; join not your ever-living fouls to dying
comforts: this would be a c;yranny worfe than that
which was exercifed by thofe of old, who tied living bo-
dies to dead carcafes. -When you take your eternal fare-
well of all fublunary enjoyments, what lingering looks
will you caft on thofe dear nothings, thofe miferable fol-
lies which you clafped round your heart, unlefs almighty
grace has wrenched yoyr affeftions from themz whilft
the foul which is crucified to the world, and the world
to it—which fits loofe to every thing below, fpreads its
wings, and takes its glad flight to realms, where blifs and
love immortal reign.  Soon will the films fall off from
theeyes of worldlings, When they ftand before the aw-
ful bar of God, with what aftonithment will they behold
the men whom they dnce defpifed, thining as the ftars of
the firmament at the right hand of the judge. « They
thall be troubled with terrible fear, and fhall be amazed
atthe ftrangenefs of the falvation of the righteous, fo
far beyond all which they looked for: and repenting, and
groaning for anguith of fpirit, they fhall fay, within
themfelves, Thefe were they whom wehad fometime in
derifion, and a proverb of reproach. We fools accounted
their life madnefs ; and their end to be without honour.
Noware they numbered among the children of God,and
their lot is among the faints I”” And then will the final’
feparation take place: thofe, who were here dead to the
world, and walked with God, fhall afcend up to the mar
riage-{fupper of the Lamb,and be ever with their Lord :
whilft the others fink down into the place prepared for
the devil and his angels.

\ B e Would

.
a
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3. Would you be prepared for death, then delay not
your converfion (if éon be unregenerate) for another day.
Get anintereft in Chrift as foon as poflible. By earneft
prayer and active faith, prefs into the liberty of the chil-
dren of God. Remember him, who has faid, « many
fhall feek to enter in, and fhall not be able.” It is not
an empty with or languifhing endeavour, which will
ferve the turn, He that is but almoft a chriftian, fhall
but almott be faved.. You muft < ftrive to enter in at
_ the ftrait gate.” 'To thofe who thus knock, it fhall cer-
" "tainly be opened. God delights to blefs the earneftly-

feeking foul. »

3. Live every day, as if it were your laft, and the
next were allotted for eternity, Itmay befo: and when
we confider the importance of eternal things, of the ever-

“lafting happinefs of the blefled, and the everlafting mife-
ry of the impenitent, it thould lead us to leave nothing
to the hazard. For there is no end of procraftination.
There will be the fame tempting devil, and the fame
treacherous heart to-morrow as to-day, only made more
treacherous by delay.  Therefore, “ now is the accepted
time, now is the day of falvation. Now, while it is

- called to-day, harden not your hearts.” Do you think
you can be happy too foon? Or do you think that God
will accept of the dregs of your life, when you have given
the ftrength of it to vanity, folly, and the devil? Begin
therefore to live to God every day and every hour.

4. You, who are believers, be conftant in the exer-
‘cife of a holy life. Let your fellowthip be with the Fa-
ther, and his fon Jefus Chrift. Labour to walk in the
light, as God is in the light, and the blood of Jefus Chrift
his fon fhall cleanfe you from all fin. Walk as heirs of
heaven, led and moved by the fpirit of Chrift in you.
Live habitually by faith in the Son of God, who loved
youy and gave huufelf for you. Be much in the exercife
of the prefence of God; and he will more and more
fmile upon you, and more and more reveal himfelf to you.
You fhall be ftrong in the Lord, and in the power of his
mighi, and 1hall overcome the wicked one: yea, ﬂyx:ll;
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fhall be more than conquerors through him that hath
loved you. : .

5. ~Laftly, Take care to preferve an abiding witnefs
of the favour of God. Watch unto prayer for this.
There is nothing elfe will fupport you in the dying
hour ; there is nothing elfe will make you comfortable
through life. T3 tetain a clear ienfe 6 yous. ints
in Jefus Chrift, a conftant affurance of the love of God
—Q this will turn the wafte wildernefs of the world
into alittle Paradife : it will enable you to triumph with
the Poet.

¢« Should [Providence] command me to the fartheft verge
¢¢ Of the green earth, to diftant, barb’rous climes
¢ *[is nought to me: :

¢ Since God is ever prefent, ever felt;

¢ In the void watfte, as in the city full :

¢ And where he vital breathes, there muft be joy."

Above all, at the hour of death, what can fupport us
but this mighty blefling : and it will fupport the believer.
For whom will it not comfort to think, that death will
change his bottle into a fpring. Though here our wa-
ter fometimes fails us, yet in heaven, where we are going,
we fhall bathe ourfelves in an infinite ocean of delights,
lying at the breafts of an infinite fountain of life and .

weetnefs. Whoever has fuch an affurance, cannot but

welcome death, embracing it not only with contentment
but delight: And while the foul is ftruggling, and ftriv-
ing to unclafp itfelf, and to get loofe from the body, it
cannot but fay with holy longings and pantings,
¢ Come, Lord Jefus, come quickly.”

V. I proceed in the fifth and laft place, to prefent
you with an epitome of the experience, death,
and charaCter of our deceafed friend, Mrs.
HesTer ANN ROGERS.

She was born at Macclesfield, in Chefbire, on the 31ft
of January, 1756; of which place her father was mini(-
ter for many years. She was trained up in the obferv-
ance of all outward duties, and in the fear of thofe fins,
which in thefe modern times are too often deemed ac-
. . B2 complifh-
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complifhments, She was followed by divine imprefii
ens from her childhood, and was early drawn out to fe-
eret prayer. From four years old, the never remem-
bered going. to bed without faying her prayers, except
once,” When fhe wanted any thing, or was in pain, or
grief, fhe fled to God in fecret; and it would be incres
2ble ¢ fome, how often the received tivanifeft anfwers to
prayer ifi that early period of her life. |

n the ninth year of her age, her pious father dying!
ber mother. was prevailed on to let her learn to dance, in
order to raife her fpirits, and improve her carriage. This
was afatal ftab to her divine impreffions: it paved the
way to lightnefs, trifling, love of pleafure, and various

“evils. As fhe foon made a proficiency, fhe delighted

- much in this enfnaring folly. Yet in all this the was
not left without keen canvitions, gentle drawings, and
many fhort-lived good refolutions.

" When fhe arrived at the age of fourteen, the Lord
vifited her with affli€tion : during this illnefs fhe had an
alarming dream, which, together with the danger attend-
ing her diforder, made a deep impreffion on her mind for

_fome time.  But, alas! her health and ftrength was no
fooner reftored, than (being folicited by her companions
ingay life) theagain returned to her former follies ; fuch -
as balls, plays, drefs, aflemblies, &c. the love of which
continued to grow upon her more and more, for upwards.
of two years, and nearly engrofled the whole of her
‘time, : . .
" * After'this, the was deeply wrought upon by a fermon,
which the Rev. Mr: Simpfon, of Macclesfield, preached
on,  What fhall it profit a man, if he gain the whole
world,-and lofe bis own foul.”” And foon after felt fur-
ther conviftions under another which he preached upon
the new birth, fram John iii. 3.  She now faw and felt
as the had never done before, titat {he muft experience
that divine change, or perith. . o

In April, 1774, on the Sunday before Eafter, Mr.

-Simpfen preached from John vi. 44, % No man can come
unte me, excepf the Father which batb fent me draw t’}ﬂ'g-”

: : . : nder

N\
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Undes-this fermon fhe felt herfelf indeed a loft, -perifha
ing finper; a rebel againit repeated convictions, and a
condemned criminal by the law of God, who deferved
to be fentenced to eternal pain! She felt the had broken
her baptifinal vow, her facramental vows, and had ne
title to any mercy, or any hope! She wept aloud, fo that
all around her were amazed; nor was the any longer
athamed to own the caufe. She went home, ran up
" flairs, and fell on her knees; and made a folemn vow tq
renounce and forfake @/ her finful pleafures, and trifling
companions.

She could not eat, or fleep, or take any comfort, The
curfes throughout the whole Bible feemed pointed all at
ber, and fhe coyld not claim a fingle promife. Thus
the continued till Good-friday. After many conflits,
fhe ventyred once more to approach the Lord’s table,
As the minifter was reading that fentence in the com-
munion fervice, % If gny man fin, we bave an advocaté,”’
&c. a ray of divine light was darted into her foul, and
fhe was enabled to believe there was mercy for her; the
felt a degree of love to God fpring up in her heart, and
in a meafure could rejoice in him. But, alas! this was
only for a fhort feafon! She had never yet heard the
Methodifts, nor had fhe loft all her prejudices againft
them: but a neighbour, who had lately found peace with
God, advifed her ftrongly to hear them: fhe refolved to
go privately, and weut accordingly at five o’clock one
- morning. The text was,  Comfort ye, comfort ye my
peopley [aith your God,”’ She thought every word the
. preacher fxid was for her: he fpoke to her heart as if he
had known all the fecret workings there. She wag
much comforted, her prejudices were now fully remov-
ed, and fhe Yeceived a full and clear convi&ion, THESE
ARE THE PEOPLE OoF Gob.

She met with a little pamiphlet, entitled, ¢ The great
Duty of believing on the Son of God.” She was much
encouraged on reading this; and would gladly have
fpent the night in prayer: but her mother (with whom
fhe flept) would not fuffer it. She therefore went to

. '» B3 ’ bed,
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Ped, but could not fleep ; and at four in the morning
rofe again, that the might wreftle with the Lord. She

prayed, but it feemed in vain! the heavens appeared as
brafs ; and hope feemed almoft funk into defpair | When
fuddenly the Lord fpake that promife to her heart;
8¢_Believe on the Lord Fefus Chrifty and thou fbalt be faved.”
She revived and cried; % Leord, I Anow this is thy word,
-and.1 can depend upon it.” Again it came, % Only
believe.” « Lora Jefus,” faid the, « I will, I do believe:
X now venture my whole falvation upon thee as. God }
1 put my guilty foul into thy hands, thy blood is fuffici-
ent! I caft my foul upon'thee for time and eternity.’”
‘Then did he appear to her falvation: in that moment,
her bands were loofed; her foul was fet at liberty ; and
the love of God fo fhed -abroad in her heart;that fhe
rejoiced with joy unfpeakable ; and for eight months

- fhe experienced no interruption to her blifs, .

But now the Lord began to reveal in her heart, that
fin was not all deftroyed : for though fhe had eonftant
viQtory ovér it, yet the felt the remains of anger, pride,
felf-wilt and unbelief often rifing, which occafioned a
degree of heavinefs and forrow, At firft, fhie was much
amazed to feel fuch things. ' .

About this time the Lord was pleafed to make the
preaching of Mr, Duncan Wright a %reat bleffing to her.
He clearly explained the nature of falvation from inbred
fin; and fhewed it to be as freely premifed in fcripturey
and as fully purchafed by the bloed of Jefus, as parden.
Henceforth, the could not reft, but cried to the Lord

- might and day, to caft out the ftrong man, and all his

armour of unbelief and fin.

On the morning of February 22, 1776, when at

© prayer, her intercourfe was open with her beloved, and

various promifes were prefented to her view. She

‘thought;  Shall I now afk fmal/ bleffings only of my

God? Lord, make this the moment of my full falvation !

Baptize me mow with the Holy Ghott, and the fire of pure

love. Now, cleanfe the thoughts of my heart, and let

me perfetly love thee” : ]
Thus
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Thus fhe continued agonizing till the Lord applied
that promife, I will circumcife thy heart, and thou fbalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart”’ She faid,
¢« Lord, thou art faithful, and this is thy word ; 1 caft my
whole foul upon thy promife. Now, Lord, I do believe :
this moment thou do/? fave. Yea, Lord, my foul is de-
livered of her burden. I am emptied of all; I am at
thy feet, a helplefs, worthlefs worm ; but I take hold of
thee as my fulne(s ! Every thing that I want, thou art.
Thou art wifdom, ftrength, love, holinefs: yea, and
thou art mine! love finks me into nothing : it over~
flows my foul.. O my Jefus, thou artall inall. In
thee I behold, and fecl all the fulnefs of the godhead
mine. I am now one with God :—the intercourfe is
open :—Sin, inbred fin no longer hinders the clofc com-
munion, and God is all my own !”

She now walked in the unclouded light of his coun-
tenance: and yet fhe did not feel fo much ragturous joy
as fhe had been led to expect : but was rather, as it
were, overwhelmed with that, ¢ Sacred awe which dares
not move, and all that filent heaven of love.” .

She refolved at firft, not to declare openly what the
Lord had wrought: but it was feen in her countenance;
and when afked refpecting it, the durft not deny the
wonders of his love! and the foon found that repeating
his goodnefs, confirmed her own faith more and more.

From this time,we may clearly perceive the encreafe of *
her joy in God, and her deep communion with him,.
from her private Diary, where fhe writes as follows :

¢« On Trinity Sunday, June, 1776, I met in the felect
fociety at fix in the morning, and. it was a bleffed feafon
to my foul..

Mr. Wright dwelt a little on the-equal love of each
perfon in the adorable Trinity, in a manner which I found
truly profitable ; afterwards, he preached from Ephef.
ii. 18,  Through him we both have accefs by one Spirit
unto the Father.” He fhewed the diftiné relative of-
fices of Father, Son, and Spirit, in man’s falvation, and
that the love of the Father was ever equal; as alfo tha;

2
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- of the Son, and thdt of the Holy Ghoft : that all the de-
figns of the Son were the defigns of the Father alfo, and
. of the Holy Ghoft. He alfo fpoke much of. the near
union and communion with God, which believers might
enjoy ; efpecially thofe perfeited inlove. My foul was
led into depths unfpeakable, and faw fuch a fulnefs of
God ready for me to plunge into,. that what I now felt
feemed only as a drop compared with the ocean! As [
- came into the chapel yard, I felt peculiar union with the
adorable Jefus in all his offices of redeeming leve; and
that verfe of a hymn was fo powerfully fweet as I never
had felt it before—
¢ The opening heavens around me fhine;
¢ With beams of facred blifs;
¢ While Jefus fhews his mercy mine,
¢ And whifpers, I am his.” :

I was deeply penetrated with his prefence, and flood
as if unable to move, and was infenfible to all around
me. While thus loft in communion with my Saviour,
he fpoke thofe words to my heart— AUl that I bave is
thine ]—I am Jrsus, in-whom dwells all the fulnefs of

" the Godhead bodily—1I am thine !—My fpirit is thine ;
my Father is thine; they love thee, as I love thee :—
the whole Deity is thine ! All God #s, and all he bas, is
thine! He even now overfhadows thee ; He now co-
vers thee with the cloud of his prefence.” All this
was fo realized to-my foul, in a manner I cannot ex-
plain, that I funk down motionlefs; being unable to
fuftain the weight of his glorious prefence and fulnefs
of love. At the ALTAR, this was renewed to me,.-but
not in fo large a meafure. I believe, indeed, if this had
continued as I felt it before, but for one hour, morta-
lity: muft have been diflolved, and the foul diflodged
from its tenement of clay. '

Friday, a1. 1 prove, tbrough. boundlefs mercy and
free grace, an increafing intercourfe and cammunion
with my God every day. 1 live and move in him alone!
Where'er I go, whate’er I do, I feel the prefence of the
GREAT THREE ONE~Y Y2a, he dwelieth with me, au;
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fball be in me :* this is his promife to nty foul. 1 feel I

am under his Joving eye, and the continual guidance of

his Spirit. I do indeed dwell in God, and God in me!

O love unfearchable to fuch a worm!—¢ | loath my-

felf when God I fee, and into nothing fall!”

. Sunday, 23. In meeting with the feleét fociety a<"
ain, I had unfpeakable communion with_the blefled
rinity ! I had the fame at the preaching alfo. Mr,

Percival’s text wasy, “ O Gody theu art i) God.”” A

fenfe of the Divine Prefence almoft overcame my body.

All the day I have been filed with a folemn weight of

love,and fwallowed up in God the eternal Father, Sa«

viour, Comforter. At the church, while that Anthem

was fung, « I know that my Redeemer livethy”’ &c. 1

was fo overwhelmed with the power of God, and had

* fuch a foretafte of his glory, 1 thought I fhould have
died[—O the depths of his indulgent, condefcending
love! He knows my trials, and the need I have of fuch
~ confolations to ftrengthen and fupport mg weaknefs. §
live by faith—this is my foul’s ftrong anchor, which lays
hold on Omnipotence, and receives a momentary fups
ply for every want. My God is always near—He is
my one objeét, the center and end of all my dufires—He
is my ALL IN ALL.” , :
After a wonderful chain of divine leadings and re-
- markable providences, on Auguft 1g, 1784, fthe was
warried to Mr, Rogersyin whom the Lord gave her a helpe
mate for glory; juft fuch a partner .as fhe neceded tQ
ftrengthen her, “He made them of ene beart, and-one

Joul : and for above ten years, cyowned their union with

his-conflant finile. Soon after their marriage, they went

to Dublin, where Mr. Rogers was appointed to labour.

In that city they were gladly received, and the Lord gave

them the hearts of the people. There they faw a blefled

revival of the work. of God: and in three years, the
number in fociety was increafed more than double.

From thence they removed to Cor, where alfo the Lord

gracioufly revived his work. His word greatly prof.

~ pered and prevailed: and many in that city, ftill r_emeﬁr:'— :
: ' r
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ber with gratitude, the happy feafons which they enjoyed
together. And it appears from what our dear friend
wrote of herfelf when there, that fhe never before was
more happy in her own foul, nor enjoyed deeper com- .
munion with her God, than during her ftay in that city..
After fpending three yeaxs in Cork, they removed to
London; and for two years refided in Mr. #efley’s houle
at the new chapel ; where they alfo had the happinefs
of feeing thé work of God profper:. many fouls were
brought into chriftian liberty; and in two years, not
lefs than five hundred were added to the fociety, in the
city and fuburbs. Here indeed it might be faid, ¢« The
walls of Ferufalem were built in troublefome times.”—
‘The awful event of Mr. #eflej’s death, which happened
during the refidence of Mr. and Mrs. Ragers at the City
Road, rendered their fituation exceeding critical, and
trying, as many of you well know.
- In Auguft, 1792, the conference ftationed Mr. Rogers
here (at Spitalfields) in order to put this chapel and the
adjoining dwelling houfe, into a ftate of good repair;
in which labour of love he was truly indefatigable :—
You now reap the benefit, and are thankful that you can
here retire and worthip Godin peace. Notwithftanding
the work neceflary to be done upon the premifes was
great; “yet, before the end of Oftober, Mrs. Rogers and
the children were comfortably placed in her new habi-
tation; and a few days afterwards, fhe wrote in her
Diary as follows : - .o
« I feel grateful to my God that I am placed here,-
though but for a feafon ; where I can enjoy more retire-
ment, and lefs of bufy life. My God is with me, and
1 truft he will draw and unite more fully to himfelf his
helplefs creature! I have power with him in prayer,and
I know he will anfwer my enlarged requetts, for myfelf,
my other felf, and our oftspring.  Ilong for a yet larger
meafure of the mind of Chrift; more of every grace,
and a deeper communion with my God. All tempta-
tions refpecting confli&s with Satan in death are vanithed.
I know my Fofbua will be with me in Fordan, and feg
me
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me fafe through! Some times I have thought I fhall

have to pals that river before it be long; but that I

lcave to him. I feel no defire of life, but when I fee

my dear hufband opprefled with trials, and my living

feems as if it would be a help and comfort to bim : or,

when a filent wifh arifes to fec my children grown, and

partakers of regenerating grace: but 1 am kept from

anxiety.” )

During her ftate of pregnancy the had much bodily

_ affliction, and was reduced very low. The ftate of her

foul will beft appear from her own words ; as allo the

narrow elcape from death which the thes had, at the

time of her delivery. . .
. “Jan. 1,1793, I had not much fleep, yet I arofe re-

frethed, and rcfolved to live for God alone. I feel him
mine ; and that I am offered to him without referve.
1 know various bodily oppreflions, natural to my prefent
ftate, hinder my rejoicing as much in him as at other
times: but my truft is fixed on his almighty love! and
I feel I cannot truft in vain, He is my ftrong helper ;
and my painful feelings do work for my good; for they
lead me to caft my helpleflnefs upon his fulnefs, and to
feek my all from him alone. Yes,and I truft to prove
the uttermoft_of thefe fweet lines ;—

. ¢ T fhall fuffer and fulfil,
¢ All my Father’s gracious will j _ : '

¢¢ Be in all alike refign’d,
¢ Jefu's is a patient mind,”™

. On April the 20th, I fuffered much in lingering la-
bour pains, andat night faw it needful to fend for the
do&or. He came,and hoped I thould foon be delivered; -
but at mmidnight my pains leftme. 1 was tolerable eafy
all the next day, and enabled in patience to wait the
Lord’s leifure. - I flept better at night than I had done
for fome weeks, and was greatly refrefhed. In the
morning, lingering labour came on again ; and the pain
was fo excruciating and conftant (though unavailable)
that I thought I mu/t have expired ! ' Having continued

- in this ftate about fix hours, my labour came on with
‘ uncommon
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uneommon violence and rapidity, fo that in a few mi-
nutes I was mercifully delivered of a lovely Girl. But,
O! it was nature’s agony indeed !—For -a little time
gratitude unfpeakable overflowed my heart, and body and
{oul experienced a heaven. . But, this was foon pafled;
and I was thrown back ‘upon the verge of eternity.
Mr. Fones laboured to faveme till the fweat ran down his
temples for three hours—and for twelve hours I was
between life and death! I felt, however, no fears of dy-
ing: all within was peace. 'When capable of thought,
1 could view a blefled eternity with delight, I reco-
vered very flowly:. and at times fuffered much; but
the Lord continued to comfort my foul; and thou
few thought I thould be reftored, yetI believed I thould,
My dear hufband-fuffered much on my account; and
believe histendetnefs greatly contributed to my recovery.
T'he Leeds Conference drawing near, my dear part-
ner left me on July 71, andin the night after, my Hefler
was feized with a malignant fever. 'The weather was
uncommonly hot ;" and what my fatigue and weaknefs
‘was, my God only knows! But he held me up, thatI
did not fink; and my foul was happy in his love. In
this time of affli¢tion I had peculiar intercoutfe and
communion with God in prayer,- both with the family,
and in fecret; and I received manifeft anfwers. On
the feventh day the fever came to a ecrifis—my child
was quite delirious, and very ill indeed; but I felt
fully refigned to the will of God, refpecting her, life or
death ! About nine in the evening, her piercing cries,
through agonizing pain in her head, were ver{ pitiable ;
and I intreated the Lord, in the prayer of faith, to give
her eafe. ‘He hearl—he anfwered! The pain was in=-
ftantaneoufly removed, and fhe fell into a flumber; but
it foon appeared to be the fleep of death| Her feet,
legs, and hands were. cold, her nails blue, and fhe was
motionlefs till a little paft four in the morning. Juft
then, a blifter which I had put on her back, began to
rife, and figns of . life appeared; by degrees warmth’
returned to her arms, hands, and feet; then motiomnd
. y. -

-
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fpeech. Afeer this, a orighty change appeared ;
hﬁ;,vet_ was gone, and the next day {he fat up fome
zf)ur”s, aid continued to recover in a moft wonderful
- manners What cannot the Lorddo? Upon the whole,
when I look back, I can only wonder and adore! Re-
peating with the Poet, : : : .

~¢¢-T ftand and achire thy outftretched arm:™
Raving walk’d throogh the fire and fuffer'd no harm! -

-Out of weaknefs, fyrely I have been made ftron
Both as it refpes body and foul. What a feeble frame !
Yet; howam I ftrengthened of the Lord to bear fatigue,
Tofs of reft, and painful fenfations. Hew helplefs and
unworthy; yet comforted in my God—ftrengthened to
do his will : to ofter up my child, and with entire re~
fignation to fay, * It is the Lord, lct bim do what feem-
eth him good I” How fweet alfo my profpelts into a glo-
rious eternity! and when weakeft, no gloomy fears of
entering thofe abodes :—but the blefled. teftimony, that
where Jefus is (¢ My Lord and my God”) there fhall
his fervant be, and fhall fee his face—I1is godhcad, with-
out a vail, wrapped up in Father, Son, and Spirit for-
gvermore !’ :

" Upon leaving London, fhe writes as follows: -

¢« Sunday, Sep. 1, I heard Mr. Rozers at the new’
chapel, in the morning, and had a bleiled feafon. He
alfo preached ar Spitalfields in the evening, from, ¢ Fi~
#nally, brethren, farewell.” The fing s at both places,
“took leave by hymns adapted for the purpofe, very fweet
and affeGting. A mixture of love and fricudly grief,
together with deep gratitude to God, filled my foul.
Lord remember this dear people with tenfold bledings!
On the two following days, the fimple-hearted affection
thewn by very many of God’s dear children, affected me
much. I faw my dear and omly brother, on the Tuefday

evening. 1 felt much at parting. I think we fhall-not -
meet again on earth ! After this, I called upon our va-
luable friends, Toath, Whitfield, Fones, and feyeral others 3
and then haftened to meet my dear hufband at our kind
C ﬂ'icnds,
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friends, Mr. Senols’y' where we fiipped. O thou God
of love, preferve thefe until we meet them all again,
where pain and parting areno more! On Wednefday,
we dined at Mr. Ball’s, and then haftened in a coach,
with our children, to Mr. T. Shakefpear’s, in Smithfield,
It was Bartholomew’s fair ; and fuch a fcene, or rather
manifold fcenes of folly, my eyes never beheld, as was
exhibited, where ouce dying J&art;r; for JEsus offered
up their lateft breath! With difficulty, but thank God,
with fafety, we got through. 1 found my body very
poorly, and expetted to faint; but I had not been long
in the coach before I was better. Through much mer-
cy, we arrived next day at Birmingham, where our
friends received us kindly. On the enfuing fabbath,
Mr. Ragers preached from, < I determined nat to know
any thing among you ‘ﬁave Fefus Chrift, and bim crucified.”
The word was with power, and my foul was greatly
comforted.” . ,

It was thought a change of air and fituation would -
be ufeful to our dear friend, and have been a means
under God, of ftrengthening her delicate conftitution:
but an obffinate windy complant, which fhe was attacked
with near three years before her diffolution, baflied all
human fkill, and repelled the force of every medicine,
and never left her till the day of her death. During the
laft three or four months of her life, out of various
ether things, the following are extrated.

« Since I came to Birmingham, the Lord has been
very prefent with me: I have indeed been fed with the

- hidden manna of hislove ! I have been peculiarly drawn
" out in prayer for the converfion of fouls: and notwith-
ftanding the enemy has laboured by various means to
hinder this, yet the Lord hath given me to rejoice alfo
herein. 1 feel my foul animated to praife my great
fource of blifs!- May all I have and all I am, be his de-
voted facrifice for ever 1 1 feel it good to live by faith :
it brings deep peace,.and prefent power. I never can
watch fo well, as when I thus momentarily believe.
I have of late felt very poorly in body;. and have had a

’ : degree
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degree of dulnefs hanging.oa my fpirit: but I fly to the
Lord,— I wreftle with him for its removal ; and I ever

~ find he is a prefent God- when I call upon him. And,
O! how he opens his heaven of love afreth in my foul,
by giving me unfpeakable views of what my Fefus fuf-
fered in the body for me ! and the love and fympathy
he flill feels to every fuffering member. I have felt of
late, a degpening of the graces of faith, refignation, and
entire dependance on my God. And, O! how good is
the Lord, that he iho'ulc{ thus prepare me for what he

- #new would touch mee in the tendereft part. ,
- After a very reftlefs night, my dear Patty broke out
very full of the {mall pox; and for a fortnight, I had
much exercife for faith and patience.” But this was
very little to what I felt on the return of my deareft
hufband from Barr, where (on May 19, 1794) he had
a kind of apopletic fit. He fell down as fudden as if
he had been fhot—and ftill continues very unwell. Yet,
in fecret prayer, the Lord aflured me he thould not die,
but live! O! what fhould I do at a time like this, if I
had not a conftantintercourfe. withmyGod? Butbleffed
be his dear name, I have accefs to him. He is indeed
my refuge and ftrength, a very prefent help in trouble 3
and fills my foul with ftrong confolation.

July 15, 1794. For fome time I have felt a defire,
if the Lord faw good, to accompany my dear hufband
to the Briffol conference. It would be a gratification
to fee the dear children; but much more do I defire to
g0 on account of my dear partner’s health, who has not

et recovered his late awful attack. I was in fufpenfe

owever until this day, whether I could go or not; but
now I fee an opening in Providence; and although
there is a hazard with refpe& to myfelf in taking fuch
a journey in my prefent faté, yet the Lord affures me
he will preferve my going out and my coming in; and
greatly comforts m %oul. On Tuefday 22, we- fet off
at four o’clock in the morning, with Mr. Paw/on, and
as man%more of the preachers as the coach could con-
tain,. We had a comfortable journey. I fel¢ the Lord
o cz2 . truly
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* my fou] with his heart-felt prefence.
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truly with me, and my bod} was in a2 wonderful nianner
ftrengthened ; fo that T was aftonithed to feel no more
fatigued when, about ten o’clock, we arrived at our kind
friends, Mr. Hartland’s. We alfo had a refrefhing fleep,
and arofe, both of us, in better health than when we left
home. May I deeply feel my many mercies, as fo many
various pledges of my Father’s love! We found our
three fweet boys, thank God, all in health, and overjoyed
at feeing us,  Fofeph, is' making fwift progrefs in the
Printing bufinefs; and likely to make an excellent

© workman, Berjamin is approved by his mafter, beloved

by his fchool-fellows, and above all, I truft, he truly
fears God. My Fames is very childith (he is but eight
years old) yet I think I fee in him the dawnings of a
noble fpirit; which, if governed by grace, will one day
give us comfort in him alfo, and make him a bleffing to
thoufands. : '

" After different fcenes, and manifold confolations dur-
ing the time of conference; .on Auguft 10, we rofe be-
fore three o’clock in the morning, and fet off at four,
on vur journey home. Our friends were very affec-
tionate : and pur dear children alfo got up to fee us fet off,
and we left them all well, though forrowful to part.
I claimed my Lord’s promif, to preferve me in coming
in, as itid goin o{t}:t; and I proved h‘li:nd faithf;ul;‘ ﬁHe
did wonderful rengthen my poor body, and fuftain

n 2 Y o VJe arrived fafe
in our own habitation by nine in the cv'eninﬁ, and found
the three children we had left, all well. ~ And though
1 felt inexpreffibly weary; yet, to be brought fafe in fo
critical a fituation (not two months from the time of
m{ expeted confinement) filled my foul with unfpeak-
able gratitude.”” ‘ '

During the few remaining weeks of her life the con-
tinued to breathe the following fweet language of a faint
truly ripe forGod. | Co
- ' % Monday, Sep. 1, T had a good day, my intercourfe
with heaven is truly offenr, and my foul ftayed upon my
God.—Tuefday "2, was a blefled day of nearnefs to Gﬁg!.
o , 1$



[ 2 ]

His word was preciots food ; and I found my heart en-
larged in praife and love.—Wednefday 3, was alio a day
of inward comfort, though of bodil{ weaknefs. [hada
very precious time in meeting my clafs. And although
the poor finners were baiting a bull by the window, [
believe all, as well as myfelf, fo felt the divine prefence,
as not to be difturbed by the rabble.— T'hur{day 4, I had
much cramp and little dleep in the night, which in fome

degree has weakened the animal frame: but [ feel peace

in my God.—Friday §, I believe in anfwer to prayer,
1 had refrefhing fleep, and was better in body this day,
and my foul comforted in my God.—” Thus the goes
on from day to day, expreffing the fame unfhaken con-
fidence, and comfort in ber God ; even until the could
write and fpeak no more!—The laft words fhe was able
to write in her Journal are thefe,—« My body is very
poorly, and has been fo moft of the week; O! what
a clog to the animal fpirit! Yet I am kept in a praying,
depending, refigned, frame; determined to truft my God
with my Arr.” .

ON the tenth of OQ&ober, 1794, the expatted

time of her travail being come, fhe was in great pain
moft of the day: and about eight o’clock in the even-
ing the was delivered of a fine boy. She was not a
little diftrefled with her inveterate windy diforder during
ker labour; but after her delivery the feemed much re-
lieved. She lay compofed for more than half'an hour
with heaven in her countenance, praifing God for his
great mercy, and exprefling her gratitude to all around
her. She took Mr. Rogers by the hand, and faid, < M

dear, the Lord has been very kind to us: O he is good,
indeed he is good! But I'll tell you more by and by.”
She thanked the door, and told him the would remem-
ber his kindnefs and attention another day, and expreffed
her entire fatisfaion in all he had done. But alas! in
a few minutes after this, her terrible complaint returned
with redoubled violence, and inftantly threw her whole
frame into a flate of agitation not to be defcribed ! A
. c3 ~ medicine

i
{
i
|
!
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medicine juft then arrived from the dofor, which fhe
took : but allin vain | After a fevere flruggle for about
fifteen minutes, bathed all over with a clammy cold fweat,
fhe laid her head on her hufband’s bofom, and faid, « I
am going.”  Mr. Rogers, recovering a little from the
dreadful feelings he had experienced, found a defire to
propofe a queftion or two to his dear wife, relative to
the ftate of herfoul: not for his own fatisfaétion; for
{(as he obferved to'me) he could as foon call in queftion,
the truth of Revelation,and of all religious experience from
the beginning, as doubt of her eternal happinefs : but he
did this, that God might be glorified, as in her life, fo by
her death, in the prefence of many of her friends who
were ftanding by. He faid to her, « My deareft crea-
ture, is Jefus precious ?*> She replied, «“ Yes, O yesy
yes.” He added, « My deareft love, I know Jefus
Chrift has long been your all in all.  Can you now tell
us he is fo ?””  She replied, ¢ 1 can—he 1s—yes—but
I am not able to fpeak.” He again faid, % O my dear-
eft, it is enough.” She then attempted to lift up her
face to his, and kiffed him with her quivering lips and
Iateft breath | . About ten o’clock (two hours after her
delivery) fhe gently fell -afleep in Jefus, in the thirty-
ninth year of her age, leaving her inanimate clay in ber
dear hufband’s arms, and feven children to feel their un-
fpeakable lofs! ]
Thus lived, and thus died, one of the beft of women.
- Almoft every thing that is good may be faid of ber, if fhe
‘be viewed as a2 Daughter, a Wife, a Mother, a Friend, 2
- private Chriftian, or as a public perfon, particularly as a
leader of Claflfes and Bands, in the Methodift focicty.
Almighty grace, to which alone be afcribed all the glory,

- got to itlelf a viCtory indeed in this amiable woman.
Her filial duty is hardly to be exceeded. Whilft the
indulged herfelf in thofe pleafures which the world
calls inriocent, but which the children of God in all ages
have known to be inconfiftent with vital religion, the
enjoyed the finiles of her mother, and of a flattering
world, But no fooner did fhe become a confeffor of
s - Chrift,
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Chrift, but the clouds of perfecution lowered; and after-
wards fell down upon her with great (everity. Her mo-
ther not only confined her for a confiderable time, but at
laft gave her the alternative of leaving her houfe, or of
becoming her proper fervant. She preferred the latter ;
and though brought up in the moft delicate manner,
and of a very refpectable family, fhe fubmitted to the de-
gradation, and for feveral months went through all the
moft menial offices with a patience and meeknefs not to
be thaken. Her mother finding her incorrigibly pious
and fteady to her God (enthufiaftic, as her mother
would have terined it), for the fake of her own honour,
raifed her again from the athes to the ftate of a child.
But all this time Mifs Roe difcovered nothing but the
height of filial affeftion ; and continued fo to do inevery
inftance till her mother’s death. '

Her conjugal affe@ion was equally great and fteady:
and indeed (as may be obferved from what has been al-
ready faid) Mr. Rogers ftood in need of fuch a helpmeet
for him. When he was ftationed in London as the
affiftant-preacher, his fteady attachment to the Metho-
dift difcipline raifed up many powerful and bitter enc-
mies againft him. His fuﬂzcrings were inexpreffible,
and his conftitution very muchimpaired thereby: though
at the fame time it muft be obferved, that an unanimous
vote of thanks was granted him by the methogift con-
ference, for his exertions and his immeveable ‘patience
and fortitude in defence of Methodifin. Mrs. Rogers
was, to my knowledge, during thole three years of fevere
trial, his fupport indeed. . More true conjugal love could
not, 1 think, be manifefted by a wife to her-hufband, than
was by her, both at that time, and, I verily believe, upon
all occafions.. It feems probable, that fhe had received
fome, fecret intimations . of her death; before fhe was
taken in labour: which appears to be proved by a copy
of ‘verfes, which were found among fome of her choice
papers a little after her death. . Thofe glowing effufions,
which may be expected to.flow from the heart of a moft
affeclionate wife, are fo evidently difplayed in thefe lines,
ithat I tranfcribe the whole: - " ¢ My
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« My hour is come, and angels round me wait, ’
¢¢ To take me to their glorious happy ftate;
¢ Where free from ficknels, death, and ev'ry pain,
¢¢ I fhall with God in endlefs pleafures reign.
¢¢ Tranfporting thought ! Thou deareft man, adieu !
« 1 feel no forrow but in leaving you.
¢ O thou, my comfort, thought, and only care,
¢ In thele laft words thy kindnefs I'll declare.
¢¢ In truth, in conftancy, in faithful love,
-+ ¢ Few could You equal, none’ fuperior prove. /
¢ Compell’d by frequent, ficknefs to complain,
¢ You ftrove to leflen and affuage my pain.
¢ A tender care you never fail'd to thew,
¢ A conftant tharer in my prefent woe.
¢ More I would fay, my gratitudé to own,
¢¢ But breath forfakes me, and my pulfe is gone.
¢ Adieu, dear man | m—me— O fpare
¢ Thy flood of grief, and of thy health take care,
¢ My blefling to my babes: Thou wilt be kind
¢ To the dear infants whom I leave behind.
¢ Train them to virtue, piety, and truth,
¢¢ And form their manners early in their youth,
¢¢ Farewell to all who now on me attend,
¢ The faithful fervant, and the weeping fiiend.
¢ The time is fhort till we fhall meet again -
. ¢ With CHRIST, to f{hare the glories of his Reign I**

Her maternal care and affetion fhone equally bright.
Though fhe devoted much of her time to religious dutics
in public and private, yet nothing feemed go be left un-
doné which could make her children comfortable and
happy. - She even prevented all their wants: and was
equally, nay, if it were poffible, more attentive to Mr.
Rogers’s children by his former wife, than to her own.
To the whole of them fhe delighted to give  precept
upon precepty, precept upom precept, line upon line, line
upon line, bere a little, and there a little 5 waterin
the whole of her Jabours upon them with many tears a
daily fervent prayers. .

" As a friend, the was faithful and immoveable in her
attachments: nothing but her friends’ forfaking God,
could induce her to abate her love for them. She was
formed for fociety, and poffeffed the moft delicate feel-

mngs
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ings which could arife from the focial principle. And
" when fome of her deareft intimates treated her with
negleét on account of fome difputes in the connexion
which they had nothing to do with, the could ftill weep,
and love, and pray for them, not as unworthy of her
friendthip or of the favour of (God, but ‘as led away
from her by mifinformation and error of underftanding,
and perhaps alfo by fome deviations from the perfet
love of God. '

But her Forte, her grcateﬁ excellence, confifted in
the enjoyment of her God. A very confiderable part
- of her life evidenced, that falvation from fin, and falva-
tion from fufferings, are very different things, Her firm
patience under deep afflictions has been rarely, if ever,
exceeded. Her conduét in the hour of nature’s forrow

' in every inftance aftonifhed all who were near her ; and
her fufferings on thofe occafions were very exquifite,
Her animal fpirits were aftonifhingly good at all times.
She hardly ever in her life was in, what is generally
termed, low fpirits. She was ever cheerful, never light ;
and always ready to lift up the hands of her hufband and
her friends, and to encourage their'hearts. She enjoyed
for many years that glorious blefling, which St. John in
the 4th chapter of his 1ft epiftle fpeaks of, as his own
experience and that of many, of whom he was writing;
—that -« perfect love of Gody, which cafleth eut all fear
that bath torment.” In fhort, the walked with God,
the lived in the blaze-of gofpel-day, and Chyift was her

all in all. ’

- And as a public perfon, fhe was ufeful in a high degree.
She never indeed affumed the. autharity of teaching in

. the church, but fhe vifited the fatherlefs and widows in
their afflition, and dekighted te pour out her foul in
~ prayer for them. Very many dying perfons - entered
into the liberty of God’s children under her prayers and
exhortations, for the peflefled a peculiar gift in bring+
ing a prefent falvation home to the foul.  The profit
received in Macclesfield from her holy converfation for
years before the married, induced pious and mour{nir;g
T ouls
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fouls to vifit her;- and a very confiderable part of her
time was daily fpent in anfwering cafes of confcience,

_fpreading forth the lovelinefs and excellencies of Chrift
to penitents, and in building up believers on their moft
holy faith. She then was a leader of Claffes and Bands,
and a Mother in Ifrael to the young believers intrufted
to her care. After her marriage, fhe ftill became more
extenfively ufeful. Mr. Rogers, on his entering into a
circuit, would only give a very few to her care, defiring
her to complete the clafs out of the world: and foon by
her converfation and prayers and attention to every foul
within her reach, would the pumber fpring up to thirty
or forty: and then her almoft cruel hufband in this re~
fpedt, for the glory of God, would tranfplant all the be-
lievers to other clafles, and keep her thus continually
working at the mine. In the city of Dublin only, Mr.
Rogers himfelf confefles, fome hundreds of thofe whom
he rec=ived into focicty, were brought to Chrift or were
awakened by her geatle but inceffaat labours of love,
In Cork alfo, andin Londen, a fimilar fuccefs attended
her pious exertions. Thus did the Lord mould this-
blefled woman into his image as the pottcr does his clay,

“and ufe her for his glory as the ready writer does his
pen, until fhe had,ferved him in her generation, and he .
faid to her, It is enough, come up higher. )

- GO, AND DO THOU LIKEWISE,

An Appendix to Mrs. Rocers’s Funeral ‘Sermon,
~ written by ber Hufband.

AS this tremendous ftroke of Divine Providence has
wounded me in the tendereft nerve ; I hope, any irre-
gularity of thought, or improptiety of expreflion, how-
ever cenfurable on other occafions, will be pardoned by
the candid reader in the prefent inftance. Efpecially as
he will perceive in the preceding Sermon, that mine, is
more than a common lofs | -

, : : e
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The valuable Pamphlet, lately publifhed by my dear
companion ; wh:ch contains a clear account of her ex-
perience from her childhood; fuperfedes many remark-
able occurrences, which fhould otherwife have followed
in this fupplement: and, as that little performance
cither is, or may be, in the pofleflion of any friend who
defires it, I am unwilling to fay the fame things, which
are ranged there in a better manner, than I feel adequate
to, under my prefent circumftances. If what follows
is made ufeful to any of my friends ; the return I defire,
is aconftant intereft in their fympathetic prayers; that
I may be fupported under my irreparable lofs; and en-
abled to conduét myfelf in all things, during this moft aw-
fully trying fcene,—not like a ffoic, but as a chriftian.

n my dear companion I have certainly loft one of the
beft help-mates man- was ever united to. Her feeling
fympathy, and faithful love, was, I believe, feldom
equalled, and never exceeded !—With hers, my foul
ftill feels, as it were, entwined and interwoven. She
was (under God), the centre, and conftant fpring, of all
my domeftic happinefs. In her I have not only loft
one of the moft valuable, and moft faithful wives; but
my dear children, at the fame time, are bereft of 2 moft
tender, affe@tionate parent, who always had their in-
tereft and happinefs, at heart. -

But what is incomparably more afflitive flill to me,
I have loft in her, my beft help in fpiritual things !—
She always gave me uncommon affiftance in my labours ;
and greatly. foothed all my cares and anxieties, for the
churches weal or woe. She was ever my comforter,
in the time of forrow. The evennefs of her temper,
and the cheerfulnefs of her difpofition, both in ficknefs
and health, were wonderful! I never faw, for one mo-
ment, any thing /ike gloom in her countenance; neither
do I remember one trifling word ever to drop from her
lips : but on the contrary, fhe was always ready for fpi-
ritual converfation: and no company pained her mind,
equal to that, where religious fubjeéts were unpleafing,
or impraclicable. Witnefs her own words, foon after
our arrival in Dublin.— « Mrs.
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. % Mrs, e invited us to dinner, where we met
with much gay company. Dr. —— took up theattention
of the whole, with his trifling, ridiculous converfation,
fo that it was 2 very unprofitable feafon: and, I cried
to the Lord in my {pirit, that we might have no more
fuch vifits as thefe I”’—And, thank God, we had no more
fuch, while we continued in that city : but on the con-
trary, our vifits in general, were ferious, fpiritual, and
prohtable, fo that fome time afterwards fhe remarks,—

« We dined with Mr, §~——, and Mr. Henry Brook
was with us; he appears a man of deep piety, and the
converfation was profitable. Blefled be God, a/ our
vifits fince the firft, have been more to his glory. My
foul feels much nearnefs to the people; and a fweet
affurance we fhall be blefled among them: and made
a blefling.—O! for a heart-reviving fhower of grace,
and Pentecoftal blefings ! The Lord I know fent us
here, and furely it is for the good of fouls :—My Geod,
let tbiic be promoted, and thou fhalt have the endlefs

raife 1””. , :

P Such was our union of foul ahd-fentiment, that the

fecrets of our hearts were always opén to each other.

And it was no fmall confolation to me, that I had one
upon earth, fo dear to God, who, both knew, and ap-

“-proved of all the motives, from which I a&ted, in public,

as well as in private life. Hence it was, that, from a
conviction of her duty to God, fhe was ever ready
to refift the unkindnefs of my opponents ; and warn me

" againft the craftinefs of pretended friends ! and her pe-

-

netration herein, was aftonifhing; fo, that I do not re-
member, I ever relied upon her.judgment, or atted by
her advice, but I found it good.

As to her literary abilities, they were rather out of
the common way. She had a critical knowledge of the
Englifh tongue ; and her application to reading from
her infancy, made her capable of converfing upon almoft
any. fubjet ; whether of -an hiftorical, philofophical, or
theological nature. -

With refpeét to the labours of her pen; fhe was, ;{
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all, I ever knew among ber fex, the moft afliduous.
‘Writing, feemed tobe her peculiar talent ; and the took
great delight therein, even from her childhood. And
‘yet, fhe never, on that account, or, indeed, on any other,
~ once negle&ted any part of her domeftic ducy. She

might be truly faid to hufband her time, in order to im-
prove this talent.—While I was abfent an hour one
morning, breakfafting with a friend;—(and, although
the was prevented by ficknefs from accompanying me)
upon my return, the, with her ufual fmile, prefented me
with the following dcroffic, ypon our marriage union.

¢ JRsus, the fource fupreme of our delight,

And foul of all our joys, of all our might;

Made us of twain, infeparable one,

Ever to love as He hath lov*d his own.

So may we lovewas Jesus loves his Bride,.

And nothing fhall his love from her divide; .

Nothing make twain the fouls whom Geod hath join'd s

Death only leaves Mortality behind.

Heav'n fhall complete our UNION hore begug,
Endle(s as vaft eternal circles run.

Say, fhall not then thy fpirit join with mine,

‘To praife the wonders of the plan divine ? :
Each vie with other, which fhall fwifte® move,
Ready to ftrike afrefh our harps above, }
And blefs the SAviouR, thro’ whofe Love we love ?
No hand but thine, DEAR JEsUS, mark’d the road,
No wifdom, love, or power, but that of God.
Refolv'd to blefs—He to each other gave;

Oh! that thro’ life—His utmoft power to faves
Grace upon grace, our happy fouls may prove ;
Enwrap'd, implung’d, and {wallow'd up n Love:
Ready to clap the wing—His call obey,

Soar up together—Love in endlefs day!™ ' -

' My dear partner never confidered herfelf a Poet, and
-rarely attempted any thing of the kind: neverthelefs,
thefe lines will thew, the was not entirely without this
talent alfo. : o
Some of her letters, with a few other produ&ions in
profe, have appeared in print : but thefe are very fmall,
compared with the numerous Manufcripts fhe has left.
Befide the vaft quantity ofgleners which the wrote to
. ’ . < her
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er pious correfpondents, fhe kept a Dsary of her life,
from the-time of her converfion to God, (whi¢h was in -

“the feventeenth year of her age) till within a few days
of her death. So, that I am favoured with, 1 belicve,

" not lefs than three thoufand quarto pages, all written by

‘her own hand: And, every page clearly difcovers, that
for the fpace of more than twenty years, the enjoyed
conftant fellowthip and communion with a TRIUNE
Gop :—and that, fhe never forfook her fir# love ;—nor
‘loft a fenfe of the divinie favour, from the day of her con-
verfion, to the hour of her death '—None but thofe
who live in the fame fpirit, can properly conceive the
degree of intimacy, which fubfifted between her and her
God. That the reader may be excited to prefs after
the fame enjoyment ; I will here give him a fmall fpe-
cimen, of the almoft uninterrupted language of her
heart and pen. .

« [ was fo happyin the night that I had very little
{leep, and awoke with thefe words—=<¢ The temple of i-
dwelling God !”—My foul funk into depths of nothing-
nefs, and enjoys clofer. union with him this day, than
ever before. Every moment I feel fuch a weight of
love,;as almoft over-powers the faculties of nature! I
know I could bear no more and live ; but, I often feel
ready to cry,—O give me more, and let me die !—I long
to be freed from earth |—But help me, Lord, to wait
refigned, willing to fuffer, or de for thee. 1 need not
lay this body down to teel thy prefence |—Thou dwelleft
in my heart,—and fhalt for ever dwell | —~Thou art my
prefent heaven ;—my foul’s eternal all.

I went to.bed laft night, fo full of the love of God,
I"could not fleep for feveral hours; but continued in
fecret intercourfe with my Saviour. At preaching this
morning, I was fo overcome with the love and prefence,
—and exceeding glory of my TRIUNE Gob ;—that I funk
down, unable to fupport it! 1 was long before I could
4tand, or fpeak !—all this day, I have been loft in depths
of love unutterable. ‘At the love feaft, I was again
overwhelmed with his immediate. prefeace !—All around

' : . me
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me is God I—¢ Within his circling arms I lie,~Bcfet
on every fide!”

Some time after this; fhe writes,

« As I came from meeting, I was fo overpowered
with the prefence of God, that had not a friend fupported
me, I could not have walked home! I was loft in depths
of love, and admitted, as it were, into the immediate
prefénce of my Lord’s glory !—Yet, I cannot explain
it,—for I faw no manner of fimilitude :—and was hum-
-bled into the duft before him! It is often impreffed on
my mind, the Lord is preparing me for fome clofe trial. -
—My whole foul cries out,—Thy will be doene! Only
let thy grace be fufficient for me.

¢ Unfuftained by thee I fall,
Send the help for which I call;
‘Weaker than a bruifed reed,

. Help I every moment need!™ ,
Yes;—But, « I all thy power fhall prove—Thy na-
ture and thy name is love.”

Blefled be God, I feel this day an increafe of holy
nearnefs to him, and fellowthip with him. At the
prayer-meeting, my body was quite overcome for half
an hour together; fo did my Lord unfold his fulnefs of
love to my ravithed foul. I feemed as in the prefence
of his glory, confounded, and overwhelmed with a fenfe
of his purity, and his juftice, his grace and love !l —and .
was conftrained to lie at his feet, in {peechlefs adoration,
and humbleft praife—while my body was covered with
a cold fweat, and all around thought I was dying!—
Well mighteft thou fay, O moft adorable JEHovAH,
¢« No man CAN fee my face and live /—For, when thou
difplayeft only one faint ray—one glimpfe of thy glorious
prefence,—this frail tabernacle, is ready to crumble into
duft before thee !—But, O! I fhall one day be capable
of beholding thee face to face! Thefe eyes fhall fee thy
glory—and gaze for ever in extatic blifs|—Now, this
corruptible clay, cannot fupport itfelf under the weight
of thy love ;—but then it (gall have put on incorruption,
and be able to enjoy the full, and eternal fruition of thy
glory. D2 -~ Mr.
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Mr. P. preached from,  The grace of our Lord Jefus
Chrifty and the love of Gody and the fellowpbip of the Holy
Ghaofl be with you.” " Before he had fpoken ten minutes,
I was filled with the Triune God, and funk motionlefs
under an exceeding great weight of love ! My outward
fenfes were locked up; but my fpirit feemed furrcunded
with glory inexpreffible ! —I beheld Fefus, and was, as
it were, overfhadowed, and weighed down by the pre-
fence, and exceeding glory of the whole Deity '—1 knew
not where 1 was, or whether in the body /—DBut all was
unutterable blifs, and glory !—after I came to myfelf, [
continued full'of the Divine prefence, and a weight of
love, fuch as enfeebled my whole frame.—For many
days and nights, I eould eat little ; and had feldom more
than one hour’s fleep in twemK-four. :

Afterwards, I pafled through fcenes of clofe trial, (for
which the Lord had thus been gracioufly preparing me)
and, for a feafon, had not thofe peculiar manifeftations ;
but his grace was fufficient, and he brought me through
waves, and clouds, and ftorms unhurt!—To him be
glory for ever and ever.” : o

As the quotations in the preceding fermon, are chiefly
taken from my companions later Manufcripts; 1 have
tranfcribed thefe, from what the wrote at an earlier pe-
riod ; which, when compared together, fhew, that, as
the began, fo the finifbed her happy courfe! And, al-
though, (as fhe obferves) her extatic joy, was fometimes
checked by various trials: yet, the fame ground of re-
joicing continued: viz. Faith, and a pure confecience.
And, %eﬁde the teftimony of her own papers ; 1am wit-
nefs, that many times I have feen her as happy in God,
as fhe could well be, and exift below; fo that I have
been even afraid, it would prove tco much for the
carthen veffel to bear! . A

She had a fingular tafte for reading from her youth.
In hér unawakened ftate, her delight was in the perufal
of entertaining novels, and romances ; and when a well-
“written hiftory fell in her way, fhe thought little of read-
ing three or four bundred oétavo pages in a day, till the

, 7 : got
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got through it. Which fhe did with this advantage,
that fhe generally made the fubftance of it her own.
But fince her acquaintance with vital religion ;—Rollin’s
Antient Hiflory was her chief favourite; as fhe faid, the
found moft of God in it; and becaufe it clearly illuf-
trated the Prophecies, and confirmed the truth of Re-
velation. <
But, of late years, (though fhe ftill read diferent au-
thors, at convenient opportunitieés) —the BIBLE was her
chief ftudy, and in it the took uncommon delight. Our
ufual rule was, to read one chapter every morning, as a
part of family worfhip: but for fome time before the
Lord took my deareft partner, we agreed to read three:
—one out of the Old Teftament in the morning ; one
out of the Gofpels at noon; and one at night out of the
A&s, or fome of the Epiftles. And, befide thefe, when
unable to attend upon the public miniftry of the word,
the would call the fervant to read by her, when even
ficknefs and pain forbade hec, doing it herfelf! And, at
intervals, when her ftrengthi would allow ity fhe often _
made remarks, and drew pradtical inferences, as they
went on. =
- In our courfe of reading to the family one morning,
about three weeks before the time of her delivery; when
we came at thefe words, in Gen, xxxv. 17—20, I per-
ceived a filent tear ftealing down her dear cheek !—%She
paflage referred to, reads thus;—< And it came to pafs
when fbe was in hard labour, that the midwife faid unto
bery fear not: thou fbalt bave this fon alfo. And it
came to pafs as her foul was departing ( for fhe died) that
Jbe called bis name Ben-oni; but bis father called him
Benjamin, And Rachel died, and was buried in the way
2o Ephrathy which is Bethlehem. And Facob fet a pillar
;Tm her grave : that is the pillar of Rachels grave unts
is day. Some time after this ; in my abfence, fhe de-
fired the maid to read to her again, the fame chapter;
which confiderably affe€ted her. Yet, I could not then
learn, that fhe had the leaft prefentiment of her death ;
any more than what is commeon to women in fimilar
. D3 circumftances,
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circumflances.—But, indeed it was a fubjeft, which-
neither of us could bear to enter into the fpirit of l—
And therefore if at any time it was impreffed upen our-

'minds, we endeavoured to put it away.

When-alone, fhe often read the BiKle kneeling: on
which occafions, we frequently find her breaking forth
in language of this fort;—% Reading the word -of God
in private this day, was an unfpeakable blefling—O!
how precious are the promifes.—What a depth in thefe
words ;—% For all the promifes of God in him, are yea,
and in him Amen, unto the glory of God.”—Y es, my foul,
they are fo to thee '—The Father delights to fulfil,—and

the Spirit to feal them on my heart.—Q that dear inva-

luable truth '—

¢¢ Ready art thou to receive;

Readier is thy God to give.”
- The Lord poured his love abundantly into my foul
while worfhipping before him; and I was enabled to re~
new my covenant, to be w?wlyand forever his! ‘O how

precious are his ways to my foul,—f{uited to my weak- .

nefs,—worthy of a God'!—I am nothing !-—Hze is all.
I momentarily live upon his fmiles, and dwell under
the thadow of his wings.—1I defire nothing, but to pleafe
him—To grow in inward conformity to his will; and
fink deeper into humble love :—Te let the light of
what his grace hath beftowed, fhine on all around, and

>

to live and die proclaiming,—Gob 15 LoVE.”.

I think - myfelf bound in juftice to her amiable cha-

raer, here to remark ; that notwithftanding the tender-
nefs of her affeftion for me, and the great fenfibility of
her feelings at my leaving her, (which'{ have often done.
when the was fick, and in pain) yet fhe never, to my
knowledge, once attempted to prevent me from going on
my Lords errand. No :—fhe knew the importance of
the meflage #00 well to do that. As to her own ufe-
fulnefs in the church of Ged, it will beft appear when
the light of eternity difcovers it |—In Macclesfield, Dub-
liny Cork, and London, her name will be precious to her

numerous and kind friends, (and, efpecially to the ‘c’hil-
. : ren

1
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dreri of her faith and prayers) while memory lafts! and,
I believe, numbers of thefe, wil blefs.God in an eter-
nal world, that they ever faw her face.—Perhaps, fome
may be found even in Birmingham, where the clofcd her
ufeful happy life, to whom the name of Mrs. RoGERs
will long be precious ! :
And yet, notwithftanding her extraordinary zeal for
God, and the falvation of fouls; her good fenfe, joined
. with that chriftian modefty, ever becoming her fex;
taught her as to the manner how to proceed in faving
fouls from death. The fphere in which the moved was
~Tovifit the fick ;—T o teach her own fex in private;
and to pray, whenever providentially called upon,
whether in public or private. And to her, might be
applied that fcripture,—¢¢ W hofoever hath, (or, ufes what
he hath) to bim fhall be given, and be fball have more
@bundantly :>—The divine unction attending her prayer;
added to the manner, in which the pleaded with God for
inftantaneous bleflings, was very extraordinary, and ge-
nerally felt byall prefent. A conviction from God, that

_ fhe ought to ufe this talent, conftrained her, even to hold
meetings in her neighbours’ houfes, for the purpofe of
praying with the diftrefled in foul; and with as many
more, as chofe to attend. ’
. During our ftay in Dublin, the met weekly three wo-
mens claffes, confifting of about thirty members each,
in all ninety; to whom fhe was called to fpeak indivi-
dually, befide the many occafional converfations the had
with others about the ftate of their fouls.—At Cor#, fhe
met two large clafles; molftly new members, to whom
the had been ufeful ; and was indeed the chief.inftru-

-ment of bringing them into the fociety : as was alfo the
cafe with very many of thofe the met in Dublin.

In London, although called to the charge.of Mr. Wef~.
ley’s family, in addition to her own, fhe at once filled the
place of gﬂu e-keeper at the City Road; (in which fta-
tion, fhe acquitted herfelf with honour, for two years)
and, at the fame time, had the charge of two large clafles.
~——Her third and laft ycarin London, was not lefs pr_ofélr:-

o : able
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able to her friends; many of whom follosved her to 8p;-.
talfields; where feveral new members were-added to her
claffes ; and, I believe, moft of thotc who attended that.
means of grace with her, both in thar, and otner places,,
found it good for their fouls. While fpeaking to, and
- praying with them, many, very many have been enabled
to witnefs a clear fenfe of God’s forgiving love ; .nd others,
at the fame time have obtained falvation from inbred
fin. - A doflrine this, of which the had the clareft views
And to its validity, her own conduct bore a conftant
teftimony. ~ C
¢¢ Through all her words the foul withia,
The honeft, artlefs foul was feen,
Ingenuous, pure and free:
+  Candour and love were fweetly join'd,
- With eafy noblenefs of mind,
-And true fimplicity.” ) .
And, although fhe clearly perceived the need of a gra-
~ dual work; daily exhorting belicvers, to % grow in
* grace ;’—yet, the faw it her duty to bid thofe who felt
* the burden of indwelling fin, look for the total deftruc-
tion of it, in one moment : ever prefling them, to believe
for the blefling: to believe now : infifting, ¢ If thou
canf? believe, all things are poffible to him that believeth,”
And the Lord fet his feal to the truths fhe enforced.—
Many through her means were inftantaneoufly delivered
from the remains of a carnal mind, fo as to % Rejeice
evermore, pray without ceafing, and in every thing give
thanks>* .-
As great a matter as the attaining this blefling may
appear ; it is a yet greater thing to bold it fafi. And,
as the jollowing circumftance, had 2 moft bleffed effect
on the mind of my dear companion, when the was com+
Earati\'ely, a babe in this grace; greatly tending to efta~
lith her therein; I will, for thé fake of others, tran-
fcribe the following account, juft asthe wrote it at the
timé. And but few events did I ever hear her mention
with greater pleafure than it ! '
« Leeds, Aug. 34, 1781, That dear ‘man of God,
Mr. Fletcher, came with Mifs Befanquet, (now Mrs.
. Fltcher)

!
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Fletcher) to dine at Mr. Smith’s in Park Row;. and alfo
to meet the felect fociety. After dinner, I took an op-:
portunity to beg he would explain an expreflion, he once
ufed to Mifs Loxdale in a letter : viz. ¢ Thaton all who
are renewed in love, God beftows the gift of prophefy.”
~—He called for the Bible:—Then read, and {weetly ex-
;]aincd, the fecond chapter of the A : Obferving; to.
rophely in the fenfe br meant; was, to magnify God
with the new heart of love, and the new tongue of praife,
as they did, who on the day of Pentecoft were filled with.
the _H):)ly Ghoft! And he infifted, that believers are
now called, to make the fame confeflion ; feeing, we
may all prove the fame baptifimal fire :—Shewing, that
the day of Pentecoft was only the gprming of the difpen-
fation of the Holy Ghoft,~the great promife of the Fa-
ther! And that the latter day glory, which he believed:
was near at hand, theuld far exceed the firft effufion of
the fpirit.—And, therefore, feeing they then bore witnefs:
‘to the grace of our Lord; fo fhould we; and like themy
fpread the flame of Love !—Then, afterfinging 2 Hymn,
he cried—O to be filled with the Holy Ghoft I—1 wane
to be filled I—O my friends, Jet us wreftle for a mere
abundant out-pouring of the Spirit!—To me, he faidy
—Come my fifter, will you covenant with me this day,

“€o pray for the fulnefs of the fpirit >~—~Will you be a .

witnels for Fefus 7—1I anfwered, with flowing tears,~—

“In the ftrength of Fefus 1 will.”—He cried,—Glory, -
g ! Y

glory, glory be to God!—Lord ftrengthen th{lhand-'
maid to keep this covenant even unto death.’ « He then
faid ;—My dear brethren and fifters, God is here |—I
feel him in this place! But; I would hide my face in
the duft, becaufe I have been afiamed to declare what
He hath done for me! For many years I have grieved
his fpirit—but I am deeply humbled:—And He has
again reftored my foul !—Laft Wednefday evening he

fpoke to me by thefe words, « Reckor yourfelves therefore.

20 be dead indeed unto fin; but akive anto God, thveugh

?’e/m Chrift our Lord.” 1 obeyed the voice of God—

*1 now obey it, and tell you all, to the praife of bis Lov;
» : . s

- - . v -
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¥ I am freed from fin!”’—Yes,—I rejoice to declaré
it, and to bear witnefs to the giory of his grace—thaty
1 am dead unto fin, and alive unto God, through Fefus
Chriff, who is my Lorp and Kinc'!—I received this
bleffing four or five times before; but I loft it by not.
obferving the order of God; who has told .us—< #ith
the heart man believeth unto vighteoufuefs, and with the
mouth confeffion is made unto falvation.”  But the enemy
. offered his bait under various, colours, to keep me from

a public declaration of what my Lord had wrought.
© % When I firft received this grace, Satan bid me wait
awhile, ’till I faw more of the Fruits :—1 refolved todo .
fo, but I foon began to doubt of the witnejs, which, be-
fore, I had felt in my heart; and was in a little time
fenfible, I had loft both.—A fecond time,—after receiv-
ing this falvation, (with thame I confefs it) 1 was kept
from being a witnefs for my Lord, by the fuggeftion,
~—< Thou art a public charalter—the eyes of all are
upon thee—and if, as before, by any means thou lofe the
bleffing, it will be a difhonour to the do&rine of beart-
bolinefs, &c.”—1I held my peace, and again forfeited the
gift of God !—At another time, I was prevailed upon
to hide it, by reafoning,—¢ How few, even of the chil-
dren of God, will receive this teftimony; many of them
fuppofing every tranfgreflion of the adamic law is fin:
—and therefore, if I profefs myfelf to be free from fin,
all thefe will give my profeffion the lie :—Becaufe I am
not free, in their fenfe :—I am not free from ignorance,
miftakes, and various infirmities :—I will, therefore, en-
joy what God has wrought in me, but I will not, fay,
1 am perfeét in love. Alas! 1 foon found again,— He
that hideth bis Lord’s talent, and improveth it not, from
that unprofitable fervant jfball be taken away even that
be bath.” g

« Now my brethren, you fee my folly! I have con-
fefled it in your prefence, and 7o I refolve before you
all, to confefs my Mafter !—I will confefs him to all
the world !—And I declare unto you, in the prefence of
. God, the HoLy TrINiTY—] am now, % dead indeed

. i urte
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untp fin.”’ 1do not fay, “ Iam crucified with Chrift”
—becaufe, fome of our well-meaning brethren fay,—by
this, can only be meant, a gradual aying—but ] profefs
unto you, I am dead unto fin, and alive unto God! And,
remember—all this is, “ L hrough Fefus Chrift our Lord.”
He is my ProPHET, PRrIiEST, and King !—My in-
dwelling Holinefs—My ALL IN ALL.—I wait for the
fulfilment of that prayer,—< That they all may be one :
as thou Father art in mey and I in ibee, that they alfo
may be one in us—And that they may be oney even as we
are one.”’—Q for that pure baptifmal flame !—O for the
fulnefs of the difpenfation of the Holy Ghoft! Pray—
pray—pray for this !—This fhall make us all of one
heart, and of one foul !—Pray for gifts—for the gift of
utterance :—and confefs your royal Mafter! A man
without gifts, is like the ixl'n(g in difguife :—He appears
as a fubje& only ! You are Kings and Pricfts unto God :
—Put on, therefore, your robes, and wear on your garter,
« HoLINEss To THE Lorb.”
«A few days after this, 1 heard Mr. Fletcher preach
from the fame fubject; which greatly encouraged and
ftrengthened me. Inviting all who felt their need of
full redemption, to believe now for this great falvatign,
He obferved,—¢ As when you reckon with your credi- .
-tor, or with your hoft ; and, as when you have paid all, ,
you reckon yourfelves free : fo, now reckon with God:
—efus hath paid all :—and he hath paid for thee/ Hath
purchafed thy Parden, and Hulinefs. Therefore, it is
now God’s command; — Reckon thyfelf dead indeed
" unto fin; and thou art alive unto God from this hour !
—O begin—begin to reckon now |—fear not,—believe,
. believe, believe l—And continue to believe every mo-
ment; fo fhalt thou continue free: for it is retained,
.as it is received by faith alome. And, whofoever thou
-art, that perfeveringly believeth; it will be as a fire in
_ thy bofom, and conftrain thee to confefs with thy mouth
.thy Lord and King JEsus! Andin fpreading the facred
flame of love, thou fhalt {till be faved to the uttermoft.””
. He alfo dwelt largely on thofe wards, « #here fin
A abounded,

-~
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abounded, grace did much more abound.” He afged,
« How did fin abound? Had it not overfpread your
whole foul ?* Were not all your paffions, tempers, pro-
pentfities, and affetions, inordinate and evil? Did not
pride, anger, felf-will, and unbelief, all reigir in you?
And when"the fpirit of God ftrove with you, did” you
not repel all his conviltions, and put him far from you?
—Well, my brethren, ¢ ¥2 were: THEN the fervants of
Son, and were free from righteoufnefs : but now béing
made free from fin, ye become fervants to God;” and
bolinefs fhall overfpread your whole foul ; fo that all your
tempers arid paffions fhall be henceforth regulated” and
governed by him, who now fitteth upon the throne of
your heart, making all things new ! They fhall there-
fore be all'holy. And as you once refifted the Hol
Spirit, fo new you thall have power as eafily, to reﬁ{{
all the fubtle frauds or fierce attacks of Satan: yea, his
fuggeftions to evil fhall be likea ball thrown againft a
“wall of brafs ! It fltall rebound back again ; and you fhall
know what.that meaneth—¢ The prince of this world
comethy and bath nothing in me.” ’

He then, with lifted hands, cried—<% Who will thus
bg faved? Who will believe the report? You are only
in dn-improper fenfe called believers, who reje&t this.—
Whois a believer ? one that believes a few things, which
his (God ‘hath fpoken ?—Nay, but one who believes alf
that ever proceeded out of his mouth !—Here then is
the word of the Lord: ¢ As fin abounded, grace fball
much more abound I As no good thing was in you by
mature, fo now no evif thing fhall remain! Do you be-
lieve  this? or, are you a half believer only?—Come,
Jefus is offered to thee as a perfes? Saviour ;—take him,
and he. will make thee a perfec? faint /—O ye half-be-
lievers, will you Al plead for the murderers of your
Lord ?—Wrhich of thefe will you hide as a ferpent in
your bofom? Shall it be anger, pride, felf-will, or ac-
curfed unbelief? Q be no longer befooled !-—bring thefe
enemies to thy Lord, and let him flay them.”

Some days:after this, being in Mr. Fletcher’s com‘pang:

7/
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ke took meb my hand, and faid ;—* Glory be to God
for you,my fifter [—ftill bear a noble teftimony for your
Lord. Do you repent your confeffion-of his falvation?
1 anf{wered,—¢ Blefled be God, 1 do met.”—At going
away, he again took me by my hand, faying, with eyes
and heart lifted up,—¢ Blefs her, Heavenly Power !”’—
1t feemed as if an inftant anfwer was given, and a beam
of glory let down.!—I.was filled with dcep bumility and
love ;—yea, my, whole foul oveifowed with unutterable
fweetnefs.”” . .
. As my beloved companion enjoyed that purity of heart,
. mentioned by our Lord, in Matt. v. 8, fo did fhe fer
God, in all things! She greatly delighted in fecret re-
tirement, and" private intercourfe. with him.—She had
ftrong confidence in a particular Providence prefiding
over all that refpected her: and as fhe believed, that
< the wery bairs of our head are numbered; and that a
fparrow cannot fall to the ground without our heavenly
Father;” fo was fhe.led to atk of God various things,
which many profeflors of religion feldom think of pray-
ing for. And it is remarkable, how many are the in-
~ ftances which fhe has recorded, as direét anfwers to her
prayers. 1 will here tranfcribe two or three,
© ¢ June 29, 1782. This day the Lord inftantaneoufly
removed a rapid mortification. in my dear Mother’s
leg, in anfwer to prayer. The doctor having given Lis
opinion, that in a fcw hours it would be fatal! I flew
to my Almighty refuge, and felt I had power with God,
. through faith in that promife }—* The prayer of faith
Jhall fave the fick.—And, when in half an hour I'looked
_ again at the wound, all the bad {ymptoms were gonc;
and the fame do&or, ftanding aftonifhed, faid,—no dan-
ger riow appeared! I could not forbear weeping aloud
-forjtg and gratitude, praifing the God of my life.”

“ Nov. 29, 1785. A lady of genteel appearance,
whom I had not feen before, requefted to fpeak with
me. I found the had come fecretly to hear preaching

_for fome months, and was under deep awakenings.
Her hufband is a man of fortune, but a profefled infidel ;
' o E believes
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believes in neither God, Devil, Heaven, nor Hell l—
Mocks at the Scriptures, efpecially the New Teftament;
and will neither attend ‘any place of worfhip himfelf, or
fuffer her to de-fo.. - And what added to her afiiion,
his bad ftate of health determined him to go to live in
France. . She cried, ¢ What will become of me there?
No meansof grace—no friend to fly to—in a country of
idolaters abroad, and infidelsat home—My finful heart,
and the temptations of Satan to ftruggle with: I fhall lofe
all my good defires, and my poor foul will be ruined!” -
I afked, is there no way to prevent this? fhe an-
fwered, No. I faid, but the LORD can prevent it: and
if not for his glory, he wil, “Ha! faid the, I fear
nothimg can prevent it: the carriage is preparing, and
the time is fixed.” I replied; only put the whole into
the Lord’s hand, and you are fafe. - Truft in God, and
make it 2 matter of prayer; and if the journey be not
for your good, though it come to the Ya/? hour, he will
prevent it. Nay, if you fhould even fet out, HE can,
bya thoufand means, turn you back ! Andhe will. Did
he not {uffer the three Hebrew children to be caft into
the Furnace? Yet the fire had no power to confume!
e—Daniel was catt into the Den; but the God you are.
called to truft, fhut the Lions jaws |-—St. Fohn was put
into the Chaldron of boiling Oil; yet he received no harm!
This God, who is the fame yefterday, to-day and forever,
will prevent this journey, if you truft in him: or, be
will make it a blefling to your foul. I-then went to
prayer, and at parting, bid her pray much ‘for her buf-

band, and believe < Al things are pofible with God.”
Some time after, fhe called on me, and told me the
had took my advice and prayed for her hufband, who,
a few nights ago, had a remarkable dream, which much
affeted and aftonithed him. He thought he was giving
orders to his coach-maker about his new carriage;
and more efpecially about one of the wheels ; when the
_ man turned about and faid, in a very folemn manner,
“ Sir1 you need not trouble yourfelf about that whech
for the l{o&n Jesus CHR1sT has the whole mamge;

men!
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ment of it.” He was filled with furprife, and awoke.
I again commended her to God in prayer, and fhe rog
turned home not a little comforted.

A few days afterwards, a note was fent to requeft pub-
lic thanks to Almighty God for-his power and love ma«
nifefted in behalf of a perfon, whofe name is unknown.
The meflenger, calling on me at the fame time, faid,—
% Thank God, this journey is prevented -at laft!” I
afked, but how was this brought to pafs? She faid,
« Only two days ago, all was fixed for the journey: and
on this day, they were to fet off. But the Lord afflicted
the Phyfician who advifed them to go. And Mr, —
finding himfelf very poorly, called .in another do&or,
who affured him he could npt -undergo- the journey ;
and that France is not a proper place for his conftitu-
tion. And therefore, all thoughts of going is at an
end.”

. O! how my foul was filled with wonder, love, and
praife!  Who that confiders the above will not fee om-
.nipotence, love, and faithfulnefs exerted in anfwer tar
.prayer? . Who would not with for fuch a friend? Who
.would riot love, ferve, and confide in fuch a God.?
“Who would not own, « He heareth the prayery and to
bim fhould all fiefl come I”’—And how wonderful is fuch
a dream of the Lord Fefus Chrift, by a man of fuch prin-
“ciples! Surely it was.al of God; and to him slone is
due. all the glory. , ‘ ‘

March 5,-1790. In private, I had peculiar liberty in
praying for my dear hufband ; that he might experience
all the depths of Fefi’s love more aburidantly than ever!
and be the happy means of leading me alfo, into farther de-

. grees of inward falvation: that our union might ever
tend to a yet clofer union with our God, and all our
outward mercies lead to this. While I prayed, I felt
aflured my Lord- was well pleafed, and would fend an
anfwer to my largeft defires.—Next morning Mr. Ro-

-gers awoke very happy, having had a precious view of

.the deep things of God: he dreamed that he felt the
clear -witnefs of fan&ification; and his foul feemed ful}
. B3 Ol
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of gratitude and love. In taking a ride out together,
and laying open. our whole hearts to each other, (as we
frequently did) I found my foul unfpeakably happy;
while we refolved to be more fpiritual, more devoted to-
God, and mor¢ zealous in faving fouls than ever.—

" This was made a great blefling to me; and doubly fo,
as | believed it-an anfwer to my prayer. |
The lat inftance I fhall cite, took place only a little
before her'death. ¢ June 10, 1794. I had a peculiar
Aeafon in wreftling prayer with my God this night, on
account of my dear Jitde Mary. The great weaknefs
of her limbs for three months paft, and her feeming total
-inability to .walk, has caufed much pain to my dear
<hufband, as wel as myfelf. It appeared to me, I had
ufed every poffible means invain.  But, this night F had
- power to cry unto my God, and tell him, © TFhou art
_the fame yefterday, to-day, and forever: Thou art my
God! Thou hatt faid, <« Call upon me in the day of trou-
-bley and 1 will bear thee :”—Thou haft healed cripples,
~made the lame to walk, yea, raifed even the dead, in
‘anfwer to praying faith!" Lord hear me now—ftoop to
‘my requeft—Let the child’s feet and ancle-bones receive
ftrength ;—give power to walk, and let me foen know
-thou haft heard my prayer! I had power to believe it
thould be dorie; and my foul was filled with the Divine
-prefence, - ‘Thurfday the 12th, I already fee an anfwer
to my prayer, in the child. She is greatly ftrengthened
.in her limbs: how good, how faithful, how condefcend-
‘ing is the Lord! We may—I may, like Abraham, like
ﬁfa/u, like Elijab, afk and obtain I
- Such were ‘the habits of intimacy, which my dear
"partner enjoyed with her beloved Saviour, that even
when her outward fenfes were locked up by fleep, he
~would frequently fpeak to her heart; and in dreams and
-wifions.of the night, appeared to ftrengthen her in times
of trial; warn her of danger; or prepare her for trouble,
‘before it came! One inftance out of many, I will here
mention. 1t happened about four years after our mar-
riage, and.was attended with much comfort to her mind
-ever after, when fhe recurred to it. ¢« Having
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<« Having been exercifed with an uncommon fenfe of
various fhort comings, and daily infirmities, for fome
days paft; I awoke this morning loft, overwhelmed,
and fwallowed up in love, joy, and praife: occafioned
by the following dreaim.—1 thought 1 was in an elegant
houfe, and was defired by one to gp into that room,
(pointing the way) and I thould fee the late Mrs. Rogers.
1 wondered, but obeyed ! I thought, { eatered the foom
which was hung all round with clean white linen: ang,
upon a bed, 1 faw the beautiful corpfe of my dear de-
parted fifter, and friend ! I looked, and loved the pre-
cious remains; when, to my great aftonithment, her
eyes opened! She fmiled on me, and raifed herfelf up.
I exclaimed, in a rapture of joyful furprife—Is it pofli-
ble! Has the Lord permitted you to revive, fo as- to
fpeak to me? She replied, with’ ‘'unutterable fweetnefs;
<« All things, my dear, are poffible with God. He has
permitted it for your comfort I’ O faid I, what would
1 have often given, to converfe one hour with you, fince
you were taken? She faid, « There was no need, my
dear, Gop has been with you!” I aplwered, yes, he
. has: but, O! tell me, have I a&ed my part aright, in
your place? Does God in this approve,of me? She
fmiled again, and faid, « He does: And in a/l things, -
he is well pleafed. And he will yef ftrengthen, and blefs
you to the end ! He loves you, and he will fave you in
every time of trouble, efpecially, in your approaching
trial. You have nothigg to fear; for you will be happy
in life, in death, and forever !~—You are dear to God;
and it is to comfort you, he permits me to appear, and
tell you. this I'>
his was but a few weeks before my He/ffer was born. -
And what I felt was unutterable indeed! Love unfpeak-
able, and ravithing delight, filled my whole foul ! I was
quite over-powered ! I thought in my dream, fhe faid
-much more : ‘but. this is all-I can difinélly recolle&t.
Anditfoovercame me with tranfport, that I awoke ! But.
my body was bathed in fweat, and my foul, as in the
dieam, filled with God, with heaven, and with unfpeak-
‘ E3 - able
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~able blifs! fo that I could not refrain awaking my dear
hufband to tell him: and, I could fleep no more, but
continued praifing God until the morning. “The more
I confider his condefcending goodnefs herein, the more
Iam loftin love,-—felf-abafgmcnt,-—and fpecchlefs gra-
titude ! ' ‘ _

This dream was made a great blefing to us both;
and it is attended with no fmall confolation to me, efpe-
cially under my prefent circumftances, to conceive that
the inhabitants of heaven know well the tranfa&ions of
earth! And (to wave the almoft innumerable and well-
authenticated inftances of recent date) that they b fo, is
beyond a doubt ; or, how could they be faid to « Rezjaice
ever every finner that repenteth #° And when Mofes and
Elijab converfed with our Lord, it was on the bitter cup
he was to drink in Ferufalem: of confequence, they re-
membered that place, as well as thofe prophecies which’
were to be fulfilled upon that occafion. And if the pious
poor retain fo lively a fenfation in the other world, of the
favours conferred on them in this, as to wait for the ar-
rival of their kind benefa&ors, in order to ¢ receive them
into everlafling habitations > (Luke xvi. 11)—~What-
kind offices may we not expe&t from thofe, who, for
many years, were our /aitbﬁ:l companions in the kingdom
and patience of Jesus ! - « Are they not ALL (as well as
the angels) miniflering fpirits, fent forth to minifler for .
them whe fball be heirs of falvation ?’ And what angel
(except the angel of the Covenant, who took upon him
our nature, anﬁ was toiiched with a feeling of our in-
firmities) is fo well qualified for this office and guardian-
thip, as they? And it is even probable, a part of their
“heaven confifts in - the pleafure of attending thofe, who
are yet probationers in this world of woe ! efpecially

- when they fee us attentive to the will of Him that fent
‘hemo ’ ’ »

Hard as it was to part, my dear companion would
have found it harder ftill, but for the fame perfuafion,
which conftantly refted with her; as appears from her
own words; faying; « I fecl myfelf very poorly-in bom‘



[ 551

and feveral fymptoms threaten my diffolution. But my
foul is kept in perfe& peace, I know « For me to live is
Chrifty and to die is gain.”> It feems as if the Lord had
been of late preparing me for himfelf. And yet, when.
I think of leaving the deareft of earthly comforts, it is
like rending of felf from felf :—of nature from nature:
—and of fleth from the bone ! Neverthelefs, when I
refle&, the feparation is only for a moment, compared
with eternity ! and, that death itfelf cannot difunite our
Jpirits 3 it greatly helps me to fay, Lord, not as I will,
but as thou wikt.? --- '

It feems eafy to learn from this and other touches in
the preceding pages :—~that, be our attainments in piety
what they will, they have not the leaft tendency to diffolve
the endearing ties of natural affeition : —On the con-
trary, that religion, by refining, tends to increafe both
the fervour and conflancy of our love. But what are
all other ties, of which the human heart is capable, com-
pared with that holy and fpiritual union, ever fubfifting,
between thofe, whom God in cvery fenfe hath made oNE?

I am confcious, the tendereft of maternal ties poffefled
the heart of my deareft companion: yet thefe, when it
came to a point, were diffolved with comparative eafe !
As were alfo, all her other friendly attachments—with
this one only exception, of MYSELF !

‘V‘V Nlot ev'n ﬁll? death, (llle; fricl}d(hip dies!
ith grate ity and furprife
1 agﬂI: Howpgn it be?p
Loolen'd fram all fhe leaves behind,
Yet ttill—unutttrably kind—
Yet ftill—fhe cleaves to ME.
On me fhe refts her dying head
And catching, grafps a broken reed,
But will not let mo pait;
‘Till. Jefus vifits -her again,
By nobler love diffolves the chain,
And frees her ftruggling heart.”

God alone can tell what I felt in that dread moment,

when her Lord gave the fignal for difmiffion, and I was

called to return the Jaft parting kifs | For fome time
: 1 could
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I could only breatlie, as it were, in filent aceents, « O}
. my God, let my latter end be like hers! Come—O rome
’ Ea'cfly, and prepare meto follow her I—It is ftill the
language of my bleeding heart— . .
€« O let me on her im:t,f;re ‘dwell,
‘The foul tranfporting-fpectacle, -
"+ On whom:evin ahgels gaze
A pious faint matur’d for God,
And fhaking off her earthly clod
To fee his open face. :

te T fee the generbus friend fincere!
Her voice sTILL vibrates in my ear, '
* The vdice of truth and love! = -
It calls me to put off my clay,
It bids me foar with her away
) To fairer worlds above!™
Well!l—Thank God, a moment cannot always laft!
— And, He whe fet my partner free, fhall quickly
fend for you and me !”’—QOnly let us take care that our
loins are girt, and our lights burning, as bright as her’s,
when our Lord cometh, and all thall be well 1—All who
knew my valuable companion, will allow thrat thefe pages
contain but a fmall part of what might be faid upon fo
every way amiable a charaCter. But there is a day
coming, when her rea/ value fhall be made manifeft !
The honour of being united to fuch a woman, fills
my foul with unfcifned gratitude before God! *And
although at prefent I am left to feel my lofs, 1 am fup-
ported from above in a manner that exceeds all defcrip-
tion! The heart-felt prefence of God, which, from the
time he took my a/l of earthly treafure, I have not wanted,
for one moment, more than compenfates for the abfence
of all created good ! If I can fuppofe ber abfent; who,
under God, was the centre of a// earthly treafure to me?
—And now, unto bim who had a prior right, I freelyre~
fign THIS ALL, becaufe his right isinfinitely fuperior to
mine! Inthe a& of offering a facrifice /o pleafing to my
God, I feel that our union in him is of eternal duration !
And that, as fure as my beloved partner now fleeps in Je-
Jus; even fo furely will God bring her with him, and pfre-
. ) ent

-
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fent her tome again—< For the Lord Fefus bimfelf fhall
defecend from heaven with a fbout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God: and then we fball
be caught up TOGETHER in the clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air; and fo fball we ever be with the Lord I’ 'Thus
comforted, and énowing the tine is fhort, I fhall here take
leave of my beloved wife, leaving her to reft in his arms !
where, ' .
¢ Supremely blefi’d, with perfect peace
She loves me now without excefs,
Or paffionate alloy;
Serene, fhe waits my fpirit's flight,
To range with her’s the plains of light,
And climb the mount of joy.

Repos’d in thofe Elyfian feats,
Wi JONATHAN his DaVID meets,
ThOur fouls fhall foon embrace;
e utmoft power of friendthip prove, .
Commenc’d on earth, mamr‘dpabove, ’ .
Ia ecflacies of praife.

How fhall we fing and triumph there, -
Our dangers and efcapes compare, .
Our days of fiefh and woe!
How comprehend the plan divine,
And fweetly in his praifes join,
Through whom we met below,

Through whom in Paradife we meet,
Great Author of our joy complete,
The Jefus we proclaim ;
- 'While .all the faints ftand lit'ning round,
And all the realms of blifs refound
. , Salvation to the Lamb,

The Lamb hath brought us through the fire;
The Lamb fhall raife our raptures higher,
When all from earth are driven ;
Our glorious Head fhall cleave the fkies,
And bid his church triumphant rife
From Paravise to HEAVEN.”

_, | JAMES ROGERS.
BiaMINGHAM, March ag, 1795.

A Supplemeni
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d Sap}lemmt to the prendix 3 confifing of Mg’ﬁ
cellancous Extralis from the Journals of Mrs,
Hester ANN RogcErs. .

Dublin, Nov: 7, 1786. This day my foul hath felt
much of the power of God, and a fweet folemnity which
I can but faintly defcribe. In calling to vifit a friend
who is dangeroufly ill of a pleurify, I was led to bring
very near, the time when 7 fhall bid adieu to all beneath
the fun! I faw it an awful thing to die: yet rejoiced to
feel the fting of death entirely gone ; and a witnefs that
if I was called like her, to gafp for another and another
breath, or to offer up my fpirit; it would (urely be into
the arms of Jefus. But how was' the importance of im-
proving my prefent mercies impreffed on my mind ;—
‘The neceflity of now employing every talent for God!
In a ftate like hers, I thould be very unfit to call upon
God even for my own foul : much lefs would it be in
my power to perfuade, warn, reprove, or exhort others.
My God has at prefent entrufted me with precious time
and opportunities. O let me improve, and not betray
s(rlly 'truﬁ—But only-for thy glory live, and to thy glory

- die! :

In the evening my dear hufband preached with pecu-
liar freedom, from ¢ 4! are yours.” In the courfe of his
fermon, he went through « Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas,
or the Wordy or Life, or Death, &¢.”’ - And in the laft
inftance obferved, ¢« We aré immortal till our work is
done: till then Men and Devils combined, cannot kill !”
He likewife mentioned that memorable faying of Kin
‘William, who, at the battle of the Boyne, when in the mo
imminent danger, exclaimed gto encourage his men)
« Every bullet hath its billet I’ Shewing our lifeisin the
band of God alone—when, on a fudden the congregation
was all alarmed by a man with a large loaded piftol being

. feized at the door. I was in the gallery, and therefore
ignorant of what caufed the uproar; and my employ-
ment was to quiet the women, who were all for ruéhing

own
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down ftairs, many of them ready to fall into fits. I had
no fear whatcver ; the fermon had been a blefling to my
foul, and I was kept in perfect peace. When [ came into
the yard, and heard the particulars, I found this villain
came into " the preaching-houfe and fat oppofite the pul-
pit for half an hour, while Mr. R. was preaching; then,
on receiving a watch-word from his comrades, went out.
And our maid, who at the fame time came into the yard,
unperceived in the dark, heard them plotting together,
and refolving to fire the piftol at Mr. Rogers, and make
off. Another friend, who was nearer than they imagin-
ed, alfo heard them muttering and curfing, one of them
bidding him with the piftol “ aim at the cufhion.” In
that moment the door-keeper, and two other friends, de-
fired them to quit the yard, when this fellow rufhed to-
_wards the door with violence, and attempted to knock
down Brother Ransford with the butt end of his large
piftol: but he avoided the blow, and only received a
flight hurt on the fide of his head. The rufhian was
then feized by a number of our friends, and raken to the
Watch-houfe. When examined, he denied he had any.
piftol, and curfed Mr. Rogers, and all the Methodifts bit-
terly. He was ordered to MNewgate, and there con-
fined. The conftable came next morning and told us,
Sir Roger Smith (Juftice of the Peace) had examined
the piftol, and found it loaden with fix leaden balls,
which he thewed me: they were very ragged and fharp ;.
and a large charge of the beft gunpowder.

All thefe things put together, I was now much more
affected than before; as it appeared plain that a deep-
laid plot had been concerted ; and every reafon to believe
the intention was to have fhot my dear hufband while
he was preaching ! The wonderful prevention filled me
with awful gratitude, and humble praife.—While Mr,

" R. and feveral friends went to Newgate, to interrogate
the ruffian, I fpent a precious hour of intercourfe with
my God. And infweetly committing to him the whole
affair, I had fome liberty to intercede for the poor wretch 3
but more in praying for my dear partner :: whethh‘e"

' or
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Lord gracioufly applied thefe words,—< Not an bgir o
bis bead fhall perifb; wherefore, in patience poffefs . ye
sour fouls I’ Iblefled him for the promile and the precept,
and was filled with divine confolation,” |~
- The night after this happened Mr. Peacock preached
with great liberty fromy  Fear not them which kill the
body, and after that have no more that they can do.”” His
word was a blefling to me and, many ; efpecially his
quoting that text,  Touch not mine anointed, and do
propbets no harm.” ‘Two perfons returned thanks this
evening : one for pardon’; the other for being renewed
in Jove; both ¢f them under the fermon laft night.
Well may Satan rage at 2 work like this, now going
forward in this city :~—As feveral Roman Catholics have
" been lately awakened, and joined to the fociety; and a
*. very rich man, of great note among the priefls, has be-
come a conftant hearer at our chapel : it is conjeGured
where this horrid plot, moft likely originated. And the
more clearly doth this appear from the numbers of friends
who vifited the villain while in .prifon; and by whofe
mneans, his elcape was effected before he was brought to.
trial, ' ' C )
Cork, Auguft 20,1789, Ifound that text much blefled
to me this morning ; Ifa. 1x. 8, « o are thofe that fiy
as a cloud, and as doves to their windqws P’ How heavy
is the denfe cloud—yet hangs in air without any vifible
hand to uphold it! Such am I;—loaden with ten thou-
fand infirmities, various temptations from Satan, and
- calumnies from malicious men, under which I muft fink !
- Yea, and that even after my foul has been attralted from
the earth, by the fun of righteoufnefs.; was it not that
I am held up like a cloud in air, by the mighty power of
God, 1 alfo feel as one of thofe filly helplefs dovesy—
and as fuch, I fly to hide in my Saviour’s breaft! There
my Lord I wou{d forever dwell. =« How bleft are they
-who ftill abide, clofe fhelter'd in thy bleeding fide!”
~ Wehada good feafon at family prayer ; after which we
went upon the water with fome friends, and failing down
to Crue, we went on board of Mr, Sholdbam’s new and
- ' S beautiful
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beautifal Yatch. - This veflel is built, it feems, for plea~
fure: and he intends-ta fail in it round the known world. -
Every thing in itis elegant, even toextravagance; much
plate, fuperb fugniture in the cabin,, and a French cook:
on board.—But can this make the owner happy? Alas,
Neo! It cannot be, ualefs his foul wete firft adorned with
Chrift, and made meet for God. . '

In the evening Mr. Rogers preachedrin Goweyto alarge
company of attentive hearers, from, < Ye muft be born
again.’t: The room way alfo ‘well filled the next eves-
ing ; and the day after we' returned home in an open
boat. We bad an high wind; and heavy fhowers of rain
the whole paffage, and the tide meeting the wind; when
we came to Lough Mabon (a very dangerous place) it
was rough indeed. But the Lord {weetly prepared me
for it. That verfe was fo powerfully imprefled on my

-mind,:that I could not forbear repeating it:—
s « O'er the raging billows failing,
With my all-préteéting guide:
By thy mercy never failing,
I fhall all the ftorms out ride!
Join’d to theé by clofeft union,
And to my companion dear ;-
By this happy i{weet communion,
) Thou wilt banith every:fear.” L
. Juft then came a fquall of wiad, and the fwell fo very
high, that all: the paffengers fhrieked aloud,, and foms
now cried to God for mercy! Even the boat-mern turned
pale; and our friends clafped round us in a moft affe&t-
ipg manner. Yet, though I was fenfible of our danger,
my foul was-kept from fear. I recolleted Peter on the
waves, and faid, ¢ Lord what are thefe when in the hol-
low-of thy -hand ? I commit my all ‘to thee! Preferve
me from fear, and help me to praife thee.”—My foul
was jndeed filed with his goodnéfs. The boat-men,
fenfible of the danger, turned:out of the channel into fhal-
law water, and then the {well was not fo great, But
we were ftill in jeopardy, expe@ing every moment to be
firanded in the mud; and if o, all. muft bave perithed,
as‘we weré near a-milg from fhore: But the Lord pre-
con F ferved:
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ferved usfromall evil ! and we landed fafe-in Cork before
fight eame on. O may I never forget his love to me
this day! How. fatal might have been the confequences
in my prefent.fituation, had fear been permitted to take
place? Inftead of which, I was kept compofed and
happy: and retirned in better health than when I went.
“ Praife the Lord O my foul, and all that is within me,

blefs bis holy name.”.

- Extra&-of a letter; received Jan. 14, 1789.—~¢ The
Rev. Mr. E~— calling to vifit one of his hearers, faw
a young lady in the parlour who had come for the ufe
of the water on account of her health. Obferving her
‘unufually penfive, Mr. E. took the liberty to enquire
the reafon. - She anfwered, « 8ir, I will think no more

" of.it—it was only a dream ; and I will not be fo childith -
as to be alarmed at a dream! But fir, (faid fhe) I will
tell you my dream, and thea I will think of it no more.”
She then repeated as follows : ¢ I dreamed I was at the
ball, where 1 intended to go to night. Soon after I was
* in the room, 1 was taken very ill, and they gave me a
fmelling bottle, and then I was brought home into this
room: and I was put into that elbow chair, (pointing to
it) and fainted and died! I then thought I was carried
to a place where there were angels, and holy people in
abundance, finging hymns-and praifes to God :—That
1 found myfelf very unhappy there, and defired to go
from thence. My conduétor faid, if 1 did, I fhould never
come there again! He then violently whirled me about,
and 1 fell down, down, down—through blacknefs, and
Sflames, and fulpbur; the dread of which awoke me!”
The minifter endeavoured by every poffible argument
to diffuade the young lady from going to the ball that
night:—But in vain! She anfwered, % I wil/ I
will not be fo foolifh as to minda dream |”’—She did go.
And foon after the came into the ball room, the was taken
ill ; and- [as fhe dreamed] & fmelling bottle was given
- her. She was carried home, into the roem, and put into
that very clbow chair, reprefented in- the dream—ihe
FAINTED,—and DIED!” Awful
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Awful warning! and awful event! ‘O that it may
decply penetrate the hearts of all who are % Lovers of .
. pleafures,.more than lovers of God.””  She wias warned by
adream ; but fuch are now warmned by a reality, even
ber fate! She is gone, gone int6 2 world of Spirits—into
_ETERNITY. But was fhe unhappy? Fery unhappy in
the prefence of a Holy God, and his holy wortfhippers ?
O how does this correfpond with that folemn declaration
“from the lips of T'ruth, ¢ /#ithout HoLINESS no man fbali
Jee the Lord.” O ho'; unmeet is one who liveth in thefe
delufive pleafures on earth, for the fpiritual enjoyment
of God in glory! Which is the inheritance and the
blifs of the faints in light.~Reader, afk thy own heart!
" Couldft thou be more happy than fbe, in the eternal employ
of thofe who {urround the throne, and fing the fong of
Mafes and the Lamb ¢ Be aflured thou couldit not, except
_on earth thou hatt learnt their fong-— Unte Him that
loved us, and wafbed us fromour fins in his own blood, and
. bath made us kings and priejls unte God, and his Fatber;
to.bim be glory and dominion for ever and ever.”” THou
MUST BE 1:{)1.!; AGAIN. & bet b : p
What a ftriking contra ween.. -perfon
alluded to abave % and an intimate fricnzo:::gmine in
the city of Cork; who died near about the fame time.
.Her name was Mary Mahony.. When very young, her
cargal relations forced her to marrya man zrvwhom the
bad no affe@ion: He proved a very wicked and bad
hufband: but the God of wifdom and love, even out of
this evil, brought forth good. - The trials fhe daily en-
“dured, led her to feck reft and happinefs in the fource of
. blifs! Beginning frequently, though privately, to hear the
-Methodifts, her mind was drawn out in Krong. defires
-after GGod,.- ‘But her hufband has often followed her, and
dragged her out of the preaching-houfe by the hair of
_her head.  After fome time, he left her entirely, and
¢fhe faw him no more. She joined our fociety about
~eight years ago; and foon found peace‘with‘.Gody,’ which
-+fhe never loft: and about three years after, obtained alfo
a clear witnels, that her foul was cleanfed from a/ /xin.
o . F2 . n
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" In this falvation fhe walked -irreprovably to the day of
‘hér death. -And though at forhre feafons fthe was buffetted
with various. ttmptations ; yet the always emerged out
of them niore fully purified, = She was called outwardly
to follow her heavenly Lord in the way of the crofs.
But fhe joyfully took it up; and bore it with the meek-

. nefs of her lamb-like Saviour! Like him her language
" was, < Not as-I will, but as thou wilt”” -
Her love to Jefus, and her zeal for the glory of God,
and for promoting the good of precious fouls, was very
“peculiar.  This induced Mr. Rogers to requeft her to
" take the charge of a clafs of young women: over whom

* fhe watched faithfully and diligeutly with tears, faftings,
and much prayer. ‘{n ber laft ficknefs (thought to'bea
rheumatic fever) ‘her agony of pain in every limb was

“extreme: But fhe told me-and others,  When thefe
hands and feet are tortured with pain; yea fuch anguifh
as is almoft infupportable ; I look to my precious Sa-

“viour, and fee by faith his dear hands and feet piercet,
and bleeding, and nailed to the accurfed tree for my fins!
and the view of that mangled body and precious head

“ torn with' thorns : and that precious -blood ftreaming for
my foul, fweetens all my pain; and makes me willing to
bear all he pleafes to inflict.” “After fhehad thus fuffered

for nine days; and conftantly witneffed to'all, the good-
nefs of God to her-foul ; fhe became delirious. But a
~ few hours before her departure, the Lord reftored her
reafon. She was, however fpeechlefs, till at Iaft, after

. ftruggling fome time as in an agony to fay fomctl}‘mg,
the cried aloud, Fefus is precious!  Fefas is precious !
And fweetly fell “afleep on the roth of Feb. 1789, and

. in the twenty-fifth year of her age. o

0£1. 24, 1790. 1 heard Mr. #efley preachin Spitalfields
Chapel with great liberty, from Ephef. vi. 11, ¢ Put an
the whale atmour of God:” 1-never heard the chriftian
armour'fo defcribed before.  ‘In the courfe of his fermon

“he jntroduced an account of a French Marthal, a very

“wicked man, but a great warrior, who"in the blaze of

“battle lifted up his hand toward heaven, and fwore by his -
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- Maker, he would never quit the field while there was
an Englithman alive init! He was harnefed with fteel ;
but while pronouncing the oath, with his arm extended,
a mufket ball entering the joints of the harnefs, fhot him
in the arm-pit, and down he fell |—Mr. #zfley théwed,

-in the beautiful contraft, that the chriftian being armed
with the paneply of God, i. e. bis whole armour, no fuch
part is left ex , but the whole foul is covered and
defended againft every fiery dart of eur common enemy,
the devil ! - o
I awoke very bapp( this morning, with thefe fweet
words—% God, the almighty God is thine; fee him to
thy help come down, the excellence divine.” And O}
how was I bleft while mufing.on that precious fcripture,
« Now we fee through a glafs darkly,” It was indeed 2
blefled feafon to my foul; efpecially for a few minutes,
when'[ felt what 1 cannot explain. Such a manifefta-
tion of God as a /pirit, uniting himfelf to my fpirit—fuch
a real enjoyment of God as LoVE, as HOLINESS, as HEA-
VEN, that fulzefs which thought cannot fathom ! And all
this to me—AMy all in all! united inexplicably to my
{pirit—more than filling all my powers with his efful-
ence, fo. that 1 was rapt in God! O my Lord, and
all I prove forever this vifion, this fruition of thy ful-
nefs? [know I fhall. Thou hait given my foul a tafte,
and thou wilt give the abiding reality when time is no
more.. O thou THRICE HoLY GobD of love, m{ foul is
loft! Wonder and love overpower me quite! Iam
abafed before thee, while I feel the facred blefling mine.
- Nov. 4, 1792. My clofet was truly a Bethel, while
my foul was engaged in prayer, and holy meditation on
thofe deep worﬁs, Col. 1ii. 3y 4y « Our life is bid with
Chrift in Gody”’ &c. I was led to enquireas follows:—
But how ismylife hid? My animal life being the breath
of God, he continues or withholds it at his pleafure. But
who can tell how he animates the clay body? or how we
continue in that ftate of animation? When he takes away.
our breath we die, and are tusned again to our dul{
How is it that we:now feel, hear, fmell, tafte, and fee ?
Ny F3 ' How

]
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How is it we think, judge, fear, love, defire, and erfoy ¥
Tofay we are made capable ¢fal} thefe, is to fay nothing. '
From what arifes that éapability? The foul atuates the
body ; but bow # and whp informs and a@uates the foul ?

Allis hid with Cbriff in Ged. He is the fource, but
we cannot fearch out his ways. - R

. Our ppiritual life is hid ﬁltz.s -+ By natute weare déad:
From bim we receive the flrft féed & fpiﬁ;uz}'li}'e; « Not
of bhod (from our natural pasénts) ‘not by the wrll {or
power) of man; but of. God.” [ nd how hid from the
wifdom of a natural man, are all the workings of divine,
grace? W are told he cannot know them. - Norcana
foul poffefled of this fpiritual life, impart what he feels to
another—it is that & wew name which none kmoweth but
be that receiveth it What a myftery-—CHRIST IN
ws! And what a myfteryalfo is that faith which-jufti«
fies and faves, to a carnal mind ¥ © 0 ¢+ 0 o

"How frequently is this life fo bid, that our a&ions,
words, and motives, are miftaken by men? And often’is
the faint condemned through this, when -approved of
" God! But foon will this bidden life be revealed in open
day, when all thall fee and admise the unaffe&ed inte-
-grity of him who was defpifed and rcje&ed_ by the wick-
ed ; miftaken, even by his friends (and perhaps rieved
fore through fuch miftakes) when his innocence 1hatt
fhine forth as the light, and his juft dealingas the-noon-
day: while many (hall be amazed at his falvation, fo far
beyond all they looked _for qn earth ! Perhaps a well-
painted bypocrite might be thou ht more holy than the
graelite without guile! But then the mafk is‘'ho more !

od will own bis jewels; and they fhall fhine in his pre-
" fence for ever. And, if forrow ar tears could poflibly

" be in heaven, furely thofe who haye been (through mif-
take) caufe of grief to thefe on eartb, will forrow the,
and love them mare perhaps on that account ! .

" Again: much is hid from even the foul poffeffing this
life. - The humility of the true faint, arifing from a fenfe
of many infirmitics which he feels, hides his grace from
his awn fight, fo that, at certain times, he is even

. _ : difcouraged 5
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difcouraged ;- while Satan, the eccufr, fails not to
magnify unto hism variows - fhort comings.  His
extreme weaknels, his failures in judgment, memo-
ry or zeal. His ignorance of many things: or, fome
conftitutional infirmity, though not yielded to, may often
befet, and he a burden to his mind. Thefe, and fuch
like, may for a time, damp the joy of one whofe « Lifs
is hid with Chrifl in God.” But when fuch feel their
utter helpleflnefs, the Sun of righteoufnefs fhall break
forth: and, by a words-a fingle look of love, diffipate
@l the gloam, and difpfay his graces and himfelf, and fill
. with unknown peace! But when thefc come to pafs
through the vall:y, thece they thall find Jefus their life
indeed, with whom they {hall then appear in glory!
Yes, yes, he will then be revealed to their ravithed views,
when they fhall fearlefs < Pafs the watery flood, hanging
on the arm of God.” PFor he will ftand in Fordan to
_fee them fafe through, and landed all in Canaan ; where
ke will difplay before them his bleeding wounds, their
only title to eternal blifs|. And, ho! what then fhall be
revealed to the difembodied faint! Divine amazement,
and glery all —But O <o prove the blifsful reality mine
This, this is all ! and while my foul exules in the fweet
aflurance; I deeply feel the importance of that queftion,
s Simon,[an of Fonas, loveft thou me 2’ and can tell my
Lord, as Peter did; < Thou knoweft all things, thou knoweft
that [ love thee.” Yea, with all my heart. I have com-
munion ‘with my God, as a man with his friend. I feel
an intinate union with Jefus; and through him with
the Father: and fuch overflowing emanations from the
Holy Gheft, as 1 have rarely felt before. I think alittle
smore would burft the earthen prifon, and fet my longing
fpirit free. : .

I have found is very profitable to read Hare Solitarice
on the name and titles of Chrift: efpecially that of Je-
HoVAH ApoNal. His remarks are yery (weetand fpiri-
taal ; only his Calvinifm I pafs aver. Yet, 1 canaliow -
ard join in all that gives glory to Chyifts and tends te
humble the finner: afcribing alfo, with him, my whole

. ~ falvation
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falvation to grace unmerited and free. I believe, he
who hath loved me, died for a//; that.they who are
dead might henceforth live; “ not unto themfelves, but
unto him who died for them and rofe again.”’

Feb. 19, 1794. . Having heard much of late refpe&-.
ing public matters, apd about an expected invafion, with
all its confequences; I have been led much to fecret
prayer, and rteel I can fay to my God, ¢ Naked came I
_ into the world, and thou haft cared for me; nurtured

me in infancy, preferved me in youth, provided for the
wants, yea even for the camforts of my.riper years ; and
now [ am ftill thine, and I commit myfelf, my dear huf-
band and children—my a// unto thee.” I received for
anfwer, « There fhall no evil befal theey neitber fhall any
plague come nigh thy dweliing.”” ‘The day after, ] had
fome fubtle temptations from the enemy; but the Lord
affured my heart, He would not fuffer me to be tempted
above what I am able to bear. 'Whenever I approach
the Lord in fecret, Satan vanithes, and Jefus tells me,
« Al that I have is thine.”> Y ea, he truly leads me into
* green paftures,and by the ftill waters of comfort! «O to
grace how great a debtor, Daily I’'m conftrain’d to bev*
My -mind has been led of late, to meditate on the
latter day glory : and the Lord’s prefence refted upon me
in a-peculiar manner, while attending to thofe beautiful
ideas of Mr. Fletcher’s on the Millennium.. Efpecially
where he obferves, ¢ That as now the world is overfpread
with Iniquity 5 fo fhall it then be with Holinefs: in fo
much that a wicked man fhall then be as greatia wonder
wupon earth, as a Father-in Chriftis now/ That the curfe
fhall be taken away from univerfal creation, Vegetable,
:Animal, and Elementary! The bodies of men nolonger
fubjeét to painand weaknefs. No jorrow in child-bear«
ing; no temptation. Theé Lion will then be as inoffenfive
as the Lamb; and the Leopard lie down with the Kid:
s For they fball not burt nor deflroy in all my boly moun-
tain (faith our God) for the earth fhall be full of the
dnowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover

the ,/IGA” ) } ’ :

The
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The.dying bed of ¢ SAINT and SINNER vontrafked.

Duft we are, and unto duft we thall return. A few
-more rolling years ; a few more months or weeks ; nay,
perhaps a few more fetting funs, or fleeting moments,
"and we are gone. .Gone! Where 2——Oh! that awruL,
DREADFUL, BLISSPUL thought | Awfu/ to all, dreadful
“to the unholy—to finners, and 4/ifsful to the Saints of
‘God. See a man approaching to the verge of eternity;
~—how are all his views changed! how trifling-te fuch
"2 one appears all below the fun? How important the
things of God, and the-falvation of his never-dying foul ?
"Let us confider one ignorant of God through life; im-
‘merfed in pleafure, loft in pride, carelefs, fecure, fur-
‘rounded and beloved by his carnal friends, and poffefled
‘of amoderate thare of wealth—fuch a one in the bleom
of life. Some fatal diftemper feizes his brittle frame,
he is racked with torturing pain, furrounded by weep-
“ing friends, whofe help is all in vain: the phyfician gives
-no hope of his recovery; and he perceives: he is e’er
long to launch into a boundlefs eternity ! - What are his
. views in fuch a ftate? Such a fcene have my eyes be-
held, and therefore with greater certainty I may defcribe
it. '« Wretched man that 1 am (methinks I ftill hear
him cry) where are my pleafures now? What hath pride
profited me? or, what good-hath riches, with all m
‘vaunting, done me? Thefe arc pefled away as a cloud;
and now, O horror to think !—% Now leaving all love
below, To God’s tribunal 1 muft go: Mu#t hear the
judge pronounce my fate, And fix my everlafting ftate !’
“But can T hope to dwell with God " Ha! No, it cannot
be. He is holy, I am vile: He:is juft, and will punith
the guilty. He called, and I refufed: He ftretched forth
-his hand, and I would not regard: and new he laugheth
-at'my calamity, and thutteth his ear to my cry. Then
1 would not, now I cannot pray! He often knocked at
the door of my heart; faying, by an inward whifper,
“Thou art wrong: Repentand turn to God: « Seek the

Lord while be may be found, call upon bimwhile be is ;_fm:,
urn

[
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" Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye die?””> But 1 would none
of his counfel,and turned away mine ear from his reproof.

I refufed the yoke of Jefus; defpifed his minifters, and
" negle&ed that falvation which was long offered to me by

their means. But now I feel the dire effeéts | —« Me

miferable! Which way foall 1 fly infinite wrath, and in-
JSmite defpair # O eternity ! eternity! eternity |—Fall,
" fall ye rocks and hide my guilty head: hide me from him
.that fitteth upon the throne, and from the wrath of the

Lamb! But O! even this canrot be! I muft endure
his indignation! I muft fuffer the vengeance of eternal

fire! My damnation is fealed! Who can dwell with
.devouring fire? Who can endure everlafting busnings?
.Take warning, O my carelefs friends! A gaping hell

awaits me! My foul is going! Fiends are waiting to
receive it; they encircle me round ;—QO korror, and
_eternity 17 ‘ ' :
The perfon defcribed above, was afterwards reprieved
for a fhort feafon from the jaws of death; but he did not
-manifeft any genuine repentance: and in about fix
months after, died in raging defpair. :
= Let us next fee the child of God: the heir of glory
(pleafing contraft) how different his profpe&? He longs
to reach his Father’s houfe, and kifles the kind rod of
his afliGting hand. The welcome news that he fhall
foon be there, eleyates his foul with rapturous joy: be
has a foretafte of thofe pleafures which are at God’s right
band forever more ; and the language of his heart is,

¢ Hafte my beloved, fetch my foul up to thy bleft abode,

Fly, for my fpirit longs to fee, my Saviour and my God.™
~ =Yes, bleffed Saviour, and this thou knowett is alfo the
language of my heart, while I now bid adieu to earth,
and all terreftrial fcenes! :

- FAREWELL my dearly beloved children, I leave you,
but your Parents God hath promifed to care for you.
Choofe him for your portion, and then if we both leave
.you expofed to t{e waves of a dangerous world : the
faithfulnefs of an unchanging JEHovAH is engaged to
pilot you fafe into that Haven where we fhall meet y:lt;
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afl again, being bound up together in the bundle of life,
with the Lord our God.

FARewELL in particular, my ever dear hufband!
How was our friendfhip ripened almoft to the maturity
of heaven? How tenderly and clofely are our hearts ftill
knit together? Nor fhall the fweet union be difiolved by
death ; but, being oNE IN CHRIST, we fhall be oNE for-
ever. Mourn not that 1 go to him firft, He faw it beft
for my weaknefs: My feeble frame might not have fup~
ported your abfence !—A very little while and you will
follow me ; .and O with what joy fhall I welcome your
arrival on the eternal fhore, and condu& you to him
whom our fouls loveth! Till then Ap1EU—my deareft
companion in beavens road, whom God in tha greateft
mercy gave to me. [ leave thee with the moft grateful
fenfations, for all the kind tokens of affe@ion, which [
have ever had from thee. For all thy care, thy love,
thy prayers, I blefs my God and thank thee, Butl now
go to JEsus, who is yet infinitely dearer to me! With
him 1 leave thee, nor doubt his care, who hath loved and
given himfelf for thee. It is but a fhort feparation ;—
our fpirits fhall foon re-unite, and then mever, mever
know feparation more |

FAReweLL to all my dear Friends!/ Weep not for
me, but love my God. O make your peace with him,
and you fhall-follow me to glory ! He is worthy of your
hearts, and only He'! O give them wholly to him. [
have-not ferved my God for nought! 1 Kav_e lived an
heaven below in Jefu’s love; and now cternally thall
praife the glories of his grace! And you who énow m
God, O love him more, and never, never leave him ; fo
will he be to you, what he is now to me. Continue
« feadfaft and smmoveable, always abounding in the werk
of the Lord:” for, I can teftify to his glory, < your labour
Jball not be in vain.”” Be faithful unto death, and he
will give you a crown of life ; which I now am haftin
to receive ! ¢ The chariots of Ifracl, and the borfemen
thereofy” (2 Kings ii. 12) are all in waiting to carry me
home! S ' : s

 See
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¢ See the guardian angels nigh, Wait to waft-my foul on high}
. " See the golden gates difplay’d 1< See the crown to grace my head !
, See a flood of facred light, Whicb firall yield-no more-to night ; -
- Tranfitory world farewell; Ja3ws calls with hiwh to diwell 1™
He cries—<¢ 4rife; my: love, my fasir one, and come away.”
AMEeN, faith- my willing, joyful foul, % Bwen fo, come
Lord Fefus I, My foul is on the wing! Busft afunder,
ye bonds of- clay, which hold me from my love ! How:
weleome the ftroke that fhall break down thefe feparat-
ing walle, kneek off iny fetteis; ‘thtow: open my prifon
doors, and: fet me at liberty! "Fhis corruptible body,
this- tottering houfe of* claj, which now: cannot fuftain
his:-weight of love; fhall foon be made a glorious body
incorruptible! ¢« Shall'the: ftars and fun outthine; fhout
among the fons'of glery; All immertal, all divine!”
And’ able then to enjoy the full fruition of my God.—=
Yes, I fhall foon fee him as heis; not through a glafs
darklyy but- face to face. The -beatific fight * Shall fill-
the heavenly eourts: with praife, And wide diffufe the-
golden blaze; of everlafting light.” :
$ Waiting to receive my fpirit, Lo my-$aviour ftands above ;
Shews the purchafe of his merit ;. Reaches out the.crown of love I
- Aagels furround my-bed; to-carry.-me away—I come,:
I come, bleft meffengers of my God! Hafte and convey
me to his Joved embrace ! My faith already-beholds the
csucified . Redeemer—methinks I fee him finile, while
round:him ftand the heavenly hoft exulting ! O glorious
train, of blood-bought fouls | What an_innumerable com-
pany ! And 7 fhall’join the choir— Shall fhout by turns’
the burlting joy; and all eternity employ, In fongs a-
rour.d the throng.” ——How delightful the theme? It
hath fet my foul on fire; yet I cannot exprefs a thou-
fandth part of my ideas, or-the-profpect that lies before:
me.  But { {hall prove. the yautterable blis ! The in~ -
heritance is:mine! A fatetafte now-I feel! Nay, fo am
I filled with glory and with Ged, that mese I could not
" bear and livel—0 may I ever feel the facred flame, and
through eternity- proclaim, the depths of Jasu’s LovE!

Amenand Amen.  yEGTER ANNROGERS.
‘ FINIS.
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