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#º:

Think it but equitable to acknow

ledge the Obligations:I am under

to the excellent Diſcourſes of Mr. .

Hoole on the preſent Subjećt, parti

cularly to the beautiful Colle&tion of

Scripture Proofs which he has there

collected. The Conſciouſneſs of this

would have with held me from the

preſent Publication, if the earneſt in

treaty of ſo many of my moſt reſpec

ted Friends, and, above all, the hopes

of vindicating in ſome degree the

honour and glory of my Redeemer,

at leaſt within the circle of my Ac

quaintance, had not prevailed over

every other Confideration.
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S E R M O N,

º

THE WoRD wAs GOD.—JoHN i. 1.

H', is a ground of lamentation to every liberal

and devout mind, that the Chriſtian world has

been ever running to extremes; that of inſidelity

on the one hand, and that of grg/, /aperſition on

the other. The three firſt centuries are (I believe

univerſally) acknowledged by the pious and

learned, to have been the pureſt ages of Chriſ

tianity. No ſooner did Conſtantine the Great

ſº the throne of the Empire, and profeſs

himſelf a Chriſtian, but his Religion became the

eſtabliſhed one of the Empire. And now, the

yernicious influence of that bane of truth and

º: a national Church, began to pervade the

# world, Now the Overſeers of the flock

g the humble eſus, were raiſed above the Princes

of theº And now the great, and the rich,

and the wiſe after the fleſh, to whom Chriſt cruci.

fied was fooliſhnº/, preſſed into the viſible Church,

which they treated as a mere Leviathan, (as Mr.

obbes is pleaſed to call it) to frighten the vulgar

-the mere tool andsº of finiſter an

ambitious men. The natural conſequence of this

was inſidelity in all its various ſhapes. The religion

of 7:/us muſt be turned and twiſted to coincide

with the platonic philoſophy, the favourite ſyſtem

of the age, and it . became a common, but me,

lancholy Proverb, Athanaſius contra mundum,

Athanaſius againſt the wºrld. —-

* - A 3 That . .
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That great Defender of the Divinity of our

Lord, had the whole ſtream of the Chriſtian

world to cope with.

. Again, when the tables were turned, and the

vaſt armies of Goths and Vandals over-ran the

whole Roman Empire, and Ignorance covered

the face of the earth, Superſtition, with all her hor

rid attendants, unveiled her face, and roſe by de

grees to ſo enormous a height, that the deluded

world was even prevailed on to believe, that they

could put their god into their mouths, and ſwal

dow him down their throats.

For ſeveral centuries paſt, the Chriſtian world

has been emerging out of darkneſs, and all the

arts and ſciences are riſing to perfection by haſty

fteps. But through the abuſe of that knowledge,

which too generallydº wp, Infidelity again

rears up her head. that ſhe may never prevail

in theſe riſing Empires, but the ſimple truths of

ſcripture be handed down in all their native, un

fullied purity to the lateſt generations.

The increaſe of Arianiſm and Socinianiſm

throughout Chriſtendom, is ſo manifeſt to every

cloſe obſerver, that it calls for the greateſt ex

ertions from the true lovers of the Lord Jeſus, to

flop the growing plague. If this attempt may in

anywiſe contribute towards it, an abundant com

penſation will be made for this labour of love. .

The firſt ſtep in every candid diſpute is to con

cede to the adverſary, every thing the truth

enables him to claim. The grand argument of

our Opponents, drawn from Reaſon, is this: “ No

man is obliged to believe what he cannot com

prehend.” This we allow. “Then you give up

all the myſteries of the Chriſtian doćtrine.”. By

no means; for the incomprehenſibility of the

myſlery lies not in the reality or truth of the

thing, but in the mode of its exiſtence. And is
- - - Y not
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not all Nature full of myſtery? If we drive you

to firſt principles, you will in every thing be

at a loſs. - -

Can you explain how the graſs grows, or the

fun ſhines 2 Can you unfold to us the nature of
that union which ſubſiſts between Matter and

Spirit 2 Can you diſcover how the ſmall ſuper

ficies of the optic nerve diſplays to the mind the

whole hemiſphere at once 2 Yea, can you account

for the ſmalleſt motion of the ſmalleſt members

of your body ? And if earthly things be ſo full of

myſtery, how much more muſt heavenly 2 If the

mode of the exiſtence of things, the evidences of

the reality whereof are interwoven in our very

being, is ſo far beyond the reach of human un

derſtanding; how much more the nature of God

and the mode of his exiſtence? - -

Butº may comprehend that God is eternal

Truth, an {. that any revelation proceed

ing from him muſt be infallibly true. Reaſon may

comprehend the force of thoſe arguments which

ariſe from the accompliſhment of prophecies,

preſerved by the greateſt enemies of Chriſtianity

. Žerus) and acknowledged even by them to

ave been written at the times ſpecified by the

friends of our Religion; from the teſtimony of

the Apoſtles for the miracles of Jeſus; matters of

fact in which they could not be deceived, and the .

truth of which they ſealed with their blood, and

could therefore be influenced by no finiſier

motive: Reaſon, in ſhort, may comprehend the

ten thouſand arguments which may be and have

been adduced for the authenticity of the ſcriptures.

All this is level to the human underſtanding, and

within the reach of human reaſon. I am ſpeaking

now of the external evidences of the Chriſtian

revelation, and not of the converſion of the ſoul,

which I am deeply conſcious, originates with the

A 4 Spirit
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Spirit of God alone. But theſe evidences being

ſuppoſed ſufficient, and conſequently the Bible,

the word of God, it then follows of neceſſity, ,

that the reality of every myſtery in the Bible is

level to the human underſtanding; and the point

on which our credit is to be placed, is the reality

of the thing, and not the mode of its exiſtence in

which alone the myſlery lies.* Here therefore we

join iſſue, and appeal to the infallible word of God

as the proper teſt of the doćtrine under conſider

ation. And from this I hope to prove that the

Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Word that was made fleſh,

John i. 14, is God in the fulleſt and higheſt

ſenſe.

To this end, we may firſt obſerve the ſeveral

inſtances that repreſent our Lord as a moſt extra

ordinary perſonage; and ſecondly, the more

pointed proofs of his ſupreme divinity.

7. Under the firſt of theſe heads, we may con

fider, Firſt, The many ſigns and preſages of our

Saviour's becoming; and Secondly, The many

evidences of his really being a very extraordinary

perſonage.

Firſt, We find in the ſacred writings many

remarkable ſigns and preſages of our Saviour's

becoming a very extraordinary perſonage. Such

as the ſalutation of the Virgin, his mother accord

ing to the fleſh: the interview between Mary and

Elizabeth, when the babe leaped in the womb of

Elizabeth at the approach of its Lord: the ap

pearance of the angel to the ſhepherds on his

birth, and the glorious anthem ſung by the

heavenly choir: the extraordinary ſtar which

appeared to the wiſe men in the Eaſt, and led

them from 7eruſalem, “till it came and ſtood

* See Mr. Weſley's Scrmon on the Trinity.

Over
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over where the young child was:” and the meſ:

ſage of the angel delivered to 70/ph in a dream,

that the child might be removed from Bethlehem,

and eſcape the jealouſy and fury of Herºd. º

Theſe were undoubtedly wonderful preſages

of the approach of ſome moſt extraordinary

erſonage. - *

Nor were the expećtations which were raiſed by

theſe remarkable ſigns, in anywiſe diſappointed:

when he entered on his moſt important ſphere of

aćtion. This was clearly manifeſted by his dif

putations with the learned Doctors in the Temple,

at the age of twelve; by the aſtoniſhing mani

feſtation of the Spirit of God deſcending upon

him, and the voice from heaven, at his baptiſm;

and the beautiful teſtimony given by the Baptiſt

thereupon; by his being led into the wilderneſs

by the Spirit, faſting there forty days and forty

nights, arid conflićting with and conquering the

Devil: by the divine ſpirit which ran through his

diſcourſes, ſo that never man ſpake as that man:

by his ſurpriſing miracles; by turning water into

wine; driving the multitude out of the Temple

with the little whip of cords; healing a man with

a diſeaſe of thirty-eight years ſtanding, at the pool

gf Betheſda; feeding four thouſand people at one

time with ſeven loaves and a few fiſhes; yea, five

thouſand at another time with five loaves and two

finall fiſhes, multiplying the food to that amazing

degree, that twelve baſkets were filled with the

Femaining fragments; the raiſing of Lazarus, and .

the widow's ſon at Main from the dead; the re

º the fight of the blind, yea, of thoſe who

§: the curfing and withering of the

fruitleſs fig-t ee; curing of the lepers; command

lińg the winds and the ſeas, which immediately

º orders;

!. t . . . . . . . * - " -

4.
A ā..." walking

º



( 10 ) - -

walking on the ſea; and performing a variety of

other moſt beneficent and amazing miracles.

Many other proofs of a ſimilar kind, may be

brought to evidence the dignity and importance of

our Saviour's perſon and miſſion: as the voice

from heaven at his Transfiguration on the Mount:

the acknowledgement of the very Devils: the

miracles which were wrought by the uſe of his

‘name: the officers and men falling to the ground

in the garden at his ſaying, “I am he.” The

dream of Pilate's wife, and the advice ſhe ſent

thereupon to her huſband; the wonderful circum

fiances attending his death; the extraordinary

darkneſs; the dreadful earthquake which rent the

rocks and opened the graves, and the reſurrećtion

of many ſaints from the dead, who appeared to

many in Jeruſalem. All theſe were ſo many

wonderful proofs of a perſon of extraordinary

rank and diſtinétion.

So far as this the Socinians will go, and no

farther. The Arians will allow all this and much

more. They will grant that our Saviour exiſted

before all worlds; but they will not allow that he

is the Moſt High God, equal with the Father in

glory and in eternity. -

Let us therefore proceed, in the ſecond place,

to examine the ſcripture-account of this important

point, from whence I truſt we ſhall be able to prove

that our Saviour is God in the higheſt and moſt

abſolute ſenſe of the word. -

And, firſt, we may argue indireéily, from plain

conſequences drawn from various texts. * .

Secondly. We may argue direélly from ſuch

texts, where our Saviour is expreſsly called God,

or JEHow AH, or Lok D of Hosts: as alſo from

ſuch texts where ſuch titles are adjoined to the

word God when applied to 6ur Saviour, as do re

itrain it to its higheſt and moſt propersº
irit,

-

n
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Firſt, we are to prove that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt
is ſupreme God from plainº: drawn

from various texts; as, where he is ſaid to be “in

the form of God, and equal with God.” Phil. ii.

6. To have all the fulneſs of the Godhead dwel

ling in him bodily,” Col. ii. 9. “To be the

brightneſs of his Father's glory, and the expreſs

image of his perſon,” Heb. i. 3.

But, to be more regular. What are the ſprings

from whence all our notions and ideas of the Moſt

High God proceed 2 I apprehend they all origi

nate in his attributes, the inward and outward ho

nours which are paid to him, and the operations

of his hands. Let us then conſider our Saviour

in this threefold view, in each of which the ſcrip

ture ſpeaks of him in the higheſt and ſtrongeſt

terms.

Firſt, In reſpećt to the incommunicable attributes

of the Supreme God. ..

Firſt, Eternity. Secondly, Omnipotence. Third

ly, Omniſcience. Fourthly, Omnipreſence. Fifthly,

Immutability. -

Firſt, Eternity. In the propheſy of Micah, in the

fifth chapter and the ſecond verſe, we read, “Thou

Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among

the thouſands of Judah, yet out of thee ſhall he

come forth unto me that is to be. Ruler in Iſrael;

whoſe goings forth have been from of old, from

Everlaſting.” And in Rev. i. 8, compared with

the 11th and 17th verſes, “I am Alpha and

Omega, the beginning and the ending, ſaith the

Lord, who is, and who was, and who is to come,

the Almighty.” And again, “I am Alpha and

Omega, the firſt and the laſt.” And again, “I am.

the firſt and the laſt, I am he that liveth and was

dead.” And . in the xxii. chapter and the 13.h.

verſe, “I am Alpha and Omega, the begin

ning and the end, the firſt and the laſt,” which

words were ſpoken by him, who in the 16th verſe,
A 6. ſays,
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ſays, “I Jeſus have ſent mine angel.” Now theſe

are the common phraſes which the ſcriptures

uſe when they would ſet forth the Eternity of

God.

- Secondly, Omnipotence. Rev. i. 8, “Who is,

and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.”

And, Phil. iii. 21, “He is able even to ſubdue all

things to himſelf.” -

Thirdly, Omniſcience. Thus we read in St.

John ii. 24, 25, “He knew all men. He knew

what was in man.” And John xxi. 17. St. Peter

tells our Lord, “Lord, thou knoweſt all things,

thou knoweſt that I love thee.” And in John xvi. ,

30, The diſciples ſay to him, “Now are we ſure

that thou knoweſt all things.” Our Lord, undoubt.

• edly, if he was not Supreme God, or was not an

Jmpoſtor, would never have ſuffered them to

aſcribe to him; one of the incommunicable attri

butes of the Moſt High, without reproof or

reëtifying at leaſt their#. -

Fourthly, Omnipreſence. This our Lord

aſcribes to himſelf in the moſt expreſs terms,

As for inſtance, in Matt. xviii. 20, “Where two

or three are gathered together in my name, there

am I in the midſt of them.” And in Matt. xxviii,

20, “Loſ I am with you alway, even unto the

end of the world.” \ - *

| Fifthly, Immutability. Heb. xiii. 8, “Jeſus

Chriſt the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever.”

And Heb. i. 10. 12, “Unto the Son he ſaith, The

Heavens and the Earth they ſhall periſh, but thou

art the ſame, and thy years ſhall not fail.” -

Secondly. As the incommunicable attributes of

the Moſt High are ſo fully aſcribed to our bleſſed

Lord, ſo are all the honours, whether internal or

external, that are paid to his holy name, which

is the ſecond ſpring from whence we receive our

ideas concerning the Supreme God. Our Lord

. . . . i -- . himſelf



( 13 )

himſelf ſays, John v. 22, 23, “The Father judgeth

no man, but hath committed all judgment unto

the Son, that all men ſhould honour the Son, even

as they honour the Father.” l

Firſt. All internal honours are paid to him as

their proper object, as faith, and hope, and love.

He is the object of faith. John iii. 36, “He that

believeth on the Son, hath everlaſting life, and he

that believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſee life, but

the wrath of God abideth on him.” And in Joh

xiv. 1, He ſays of himſelf, “Ye believe in {...}.
believe alſo in me.” He is the object of Chriſtian

hope: 1 Tim. i. 1, “Jeſus Chriſt, who is our

hope.” And he is the object of Chriſtian love.

1 Cor. xvi. 22, “If any man love not the Lord

Jeſus Chriſt, let him be Anathema, Maranatha.”

Secondly. Outward acts of divine worſhip and

adoration are alſo paid to him as their proper

object. Thus we find from Luke xxiv. 52

“They worſhipped him,” that is, the Apoſtles an

thoſe that were with them worſhipped the Lord

Jeſus, who had juſt parted from them, and aſcend

ed into heaven. And in Aćts vii. 59. We read,

“They ſtoned Stephen, calling upon God, and

ſaying, Lord Jeſus, receive my ſpirit.” St. Paul

alſo prays to Chriſt, in 2 Cór. xii. 8, 9, “For

this thing I befought the Lord thrice, that it might

depart from me, and he ſaid unto me, my grace is

ſufficient for thee, for my ſtrength is made pºſed in

weakneſs. Moſt gladly therefore will I rather glo

- in my infirmities that the power of Chriſt may .#
upon me.” And in the ſecond chapter to the

Philippians and the ninth verſe, we read, “God

hath highly exalted him, and given him a name

which is above every name, that, at the name of

Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, of things in heaven,

and things in earth, and things under the earth.”

And accordingly the angels themſelves, andº:
| - hoſtsi.
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hoſts of heaven, are commanded to worſhip him.

Heb. i. 6, “When he bringeth in the firſt-begot

ten into the world, he ſaith, Let all the angels of

God worſhip him.” And in the fifth chapter of

the Revelations, and the thirteenth verſe, we read,

“Every creature which is in heaven, and on the

earth, and under the earth, and ſuch as are in the

ſea, and all that are in them, heard I ſaying, Bleſ.

ſing, honour, glory, and power, be unto him that

fitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for

ever and ever.” -

Thirdly. As the incommunicable attributes of

the Supreme God, and the internal and external

honours due to his ſacred name, are ſo full

aſcribed to our bleſſed Saviour in ſacred writ, ſo

alſo are all the operations and works of the Moſt

High. As

Firſt, Creation. John iii. 3, “All things were

made by him, and without him was not any thing

made that was made.” And Col. i. 14—17,

“ In whom” (that is, in God's dear Son, ofwhom

the Apoſtle was ſpeaking). “We have redemption

through his blood, even the forgiveneſs of ſins:

who is the image of the inviſible God, the firſt-born.

of every creature.” And the reaſon why he is

the firſt-born of every creature, the Apoſtle pro

ceeds to give, “For by him were all things

created that are in heaven, and that are in the

earth, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or

rincipalities, or powers; all things were created

-

y him and for him, and he is before all things,

and by him all things conſiſt.” A moſt wonderful

paſſage. All things were created by him as their

fountain and origin, and for him as their great

ultimate end; and he is—the ſelf-exiſtent God

—before all things: and by him, as their preſerver,

all things conſiſt. And again, Heb. i. 8. 10,

“Unto the Son he faith, thou, Lord, in the be

ginning haſt laid the foundation of the earth, and

the
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the heavens are the works of thine hands.”

Which words are a quotation out of the cii. Pſalm,

where the perſon to whom it is addreſſed, is ex

preſsly called God. - - - -

Secondly. The preſervation of all things is

aſcribed to him, as in the before quoted paſſage,

Col. i. 17, “By him all things conſiſt.” And

Heb. i. 3, “And upholding all things by the word

of his power.” -

: Thirdly. The remiſſion of fins is aſcribed to

him, Matt. ix. 6, “That ye may know,” ſays

our Lord to the Scribes, “That the Son of Man

hath power on earth to forgive ſins, then faith he

to the ſick of the palſey, &c.” And in Luke vii.

48, He ſays to the woman who had waſhed his

feet with her tears, “Thy ſins are forgiven thee.”

And bleſſed be God, there are many in this con

gregation, I am perſuaded, who can bear a glo

rious teſtimony to this precious truth by their own

happy experience, and among the reſt the feeble

worm that now addreſſes you.

Fourthly. All his miracles were wrought in his

own name, or by his own immediate power. When

he cleanſes the Leper, he ſays, “I will, be thou

clean.” When he heals the Centurion's ſervant,

he ſays, “Go thy way, and as thou haſt believed,

ſo be it done unto thee.” When he heals Peter’s

wife, he touches her hand, and the fever imme

diately leaves her. To the nobleman of Caper

naum, he ſays, “Go thy way, thy ſon liveth.”

To the impotent man at the Pool of Betheſda, as

in another place to the Paralytic, “Riſe, take u

thy bed and walk.” To the woman diſeaſed with

“an iſſue, “ Daughter, be of good comfort, thy

faith hath made thee whole.” Which expreſſion

or another ſimilar to it, “According to thy faith.

ſo be it done unto thee,” was a favourite phraſe of

“our Lord's: but on whom was this faith to be

exerciſed,
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*

exerciſed, except on himſelf. To the manwi
the withered arm, he ſaid, “Stretch forth thing!

hand.” To the woman of Canaan, “Be it unto:

thee even as thou wilt.” To the barren Fig-tree;

“Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward forº $

To putrified Lazarus, “Lazarus, come forth.

o the devils, “Hold thy peace, and come j.
or the like words, and they immediately obey.

To the dead corpſe at Naim, “Young map, I ſay:

unto thee, ariſe.” He rebukes the winds, .#
ſays to the ſea, “Peace, be ſill.” To the deceaſed

daughter of 7airus, he ſays, “ Maid, aſſe.
Agreeably to theſe, he ſays of himſelf, in John v:

19, “What things foever he,” (iliatis, the Father)
“doth, theſe alſo doth the Son likewiſe.” ; :

Laſtly. To him the inſpired writers attribute thi

works of grace and regeneration on the ſouls o

men equally with the Father, Rom. i. 7, “ Grâc

be to you, and peace from God our Father, in

from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt:” which is the ºft
nary ſalutation of St. Paul, in theº of hi

epiſtles. And in John xv. 3, Our Lord declare

expreſsly, “Without me ye can do nothing.” .
that bleſſed Spirit, by whoſe ſacred operatio

every thing good in the ſoul of man is wrough

is frequently ſtiled the Spirit ofº . . . .

As the evident con equences o theſe texts

among hundreds of others, which might be pro

duced on the various diviſions of the arguinent,

are ſtrong and effectual for the eſtabliſhment of the

important doctrine of Chriſt's ſupreme.
the ſame may be proved dirºll, from thoſe texts
where he isº called God,gr 7.hovah, as

'o from tho

*

t

Hard ºf Hoſs; as al ſe texts where ſuch

titles are adjoined to the word God, when app e.

to our bleſſed Saviour, as do reſtrain the wor

to its higheſt and moſt prºper*
… … ." . . . . . . . .9 - u . . . . . . .”

r - -

---------->



: ( 17 )

2

and do demonſtrate him to be God by nature,and
midt only by office. -

#1. In the "Old Teſtament we read, Iſai. vi.

# 2, 3, “I ſaw the Lord fitting upon a throne,

i. and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.

bove it ſtood the ſeraphims: each one had ſix

wings; with twain he covered his face, and with

tivain he covered his feet, and with twain he did.

| And one cried unto another, and ſaid, Holy,

#óy, Holy is the Lord of Hoſs, the whole earth.

is full of his glory.” And in the 5th verſe, the

Brdphet ſays again, “Mine eyes have ſeen the

jing, the Lord of Hoffs.” That theſe words were

ſºoken of our bleſſed Lord, is moſt evident from

Jºhn xij, 41, where the evangeliſt ſpeaking of

#sº and having ..". a paſſage out of

that very chapter of Iſaiah, immediately obſerves,

“Theſe things ſaid "Eſaias, when he ſaw his

ory, and ſpike of him. *

! 2: A learned writer of the preſent age, the

- lāte I)r.* Head of Corpus Chriſti College

in Oxford, in his anſwer to the Eſſay on Spirit,

has beautifully ſhewn that in almoſt ... inſtance

where the word 7ehovah is uſed in the Old Teſta

ment,” it reſpects the Mºffah. But this would

be a ſubjećt more ſuitable to a Divinity-Chair.

than a Pulpit. But we muſt not overlook the

remarkable declaration of our Lord, recorded in

John viii. 58, “Jeſus ſaid unto them, verily, verily

I ſay unto you, before Abraham was, I AM :”

aſcribing to himſelf the incommunicable name of
y -

* Jehovah is to be found about 4ooo times in the Old Teſta

ment, though unhappily our Tranſlators have ſubſtituted the

comparatively inſignificant word, Lord, in its place. Dr. Lowth,

£he preſent Biſhop of London, was ſo ſe ſible of this defe&t, that

he uſes the original word in every inſtance throughout his

beautiful Tranſlation of the Prophecies of Iſaiah.
f - r *:

*

the
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the ſelf-exiſtent God. “Say unto the children

of Iſrael,” ſays God to Moſes out of the burning

buſh, “I AM hath ſent thee.” We muſt there

fore ſuppoſe our Saviour to have been a greater

Impoſtor than Mahomet, or allow him to be the

fupreme God. For Mahomet never attributed to

himſelf the name of 7ehovah or God. And our

Lord would have ſhewn the greateſt cruelty to his

followers (if he were not the Moſt High) by

trifling with ſuch important points, and uſing

fuch expreſſions as would naturally lead his

Diſciples in all generations to adore him as the

Supreme. But to return.

In the New Teſtament, he is in various places

abſolutely called God. As in my text, “The Word

was God:” in John xx. 28, “Thomas ſaid unto

him, my Lord, and my God!” In Aëts xx. 28,

“Take heed unto yourſelves,” ſays St. Paul to the

elders of the church of Epheſus, “and to all the

flock over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you

overſeers, to feed the Church of God which he

hath purchaſed with his own blood.” In Rom. ix.

5, Of whom, (ſpeaking of the Jews) as concern

ing the fleſh, Chriſt came, who is over all God

bleſſed for ever.” In 1 Tim. iii. 16, “Great is the

myſtery of godlineſs: God was manifeſted in the

fleſh.” In Heb. i. 8. “Unto the Son he faith, thy

throne, O God, is for ever and ever.” Which

words are a quotation out of the xlv. Pſalm, which

all commentators allow to have been written of

the Meſſah, where the Pſalmiſt ſays to him, verſe

6, “Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever.”

And in 1 John iii. 16, “Hereby perceive we the

love of God, becauſe he laid down his life

for us.”

Again. Such titles are adjoined to the word
God, when applied to our Saviour, as do

reſtrain the word to its higheſt and moſt pro

per
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f. ſignification, and do demonſtrate him to

ave been God by nature and not only by

office. As for inſtance, the true God, 1 John

v. 20, “We know that the Son of God is

come, and hath given us an underſtanding, that

we may know him that is true, and we are in

him that is true, even in his Son Jeſus Chriſt:

this is the true God and eternal life.” The great

God. Tit. ii. 13, “Looking for that bleſſed

hope and the glorious appearing of the great

God and our Saviour 7/ús Chriſt.” The mighty

God, Iſaiah ix. 6, “Unto us a child is born,

unto us a ſon is given; and the government

ſhall be upon his ſhoulder, and his name ſhall

be called, Wonderful, Counſellor, the Mighty

God, the everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace.”

In a word, the fulleſt titles of Divinity are
aſcribed to him; as the Lord of Glory. 1 Cor.

ii. 8. “Had they known it, they would not

have crucified the Lord of Glory.” The King of

Åings and Lord of lords, Rev. xvii. 14: “The

Lamb ſhall overcome them, for he is Lord of

lords and King of Kings.” And Rev. xix., 13.
16, “He ºf name is called, the Word of

God, hath on his veſture and on his thigh, a

name written, KING of KINGS, and LORD

of LORDS.” And as Creation is aſcribed to

him in the fulleſt ſenſe of the word, ſo in

reſpect to the creatures he is called the ever

loſing Father.

And now, having ſuch a flood of divine teſ.

timonies for the eſtabliſhment of the important

doćtrine of Chriſt's Supreme Godhead, well

may we confeſs with St. John, that “the

WoRD was Go D’—GoD, not by office only,

but by nature, not figuratively, but properly,

not made or created, or (as ſome of the ſubtle

Arians ſay) derived, but co-eternally exiſting
with
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with the Father. Haying, I ſay, ſuch a flood of

divine evidences for the confirmation of this

important truth, it becomes a neceſſary article of

the Chriſtian Faith: and whoſoever diſbelieves it,

calls in queſtion the veracity of God or of the

Holy Scriptures. Beware then how you liſten to

the ſubtle adverſary of ſouls, and “deny the Lord

that bought you,” and caſt upon your Saviour an

infinite affront. For there is no medium between

the creature and the Creator; and therefore to rob

him of his Godhead, is the higheſt inſult that can

be ſhewn him. - -

. But he will not long be robbed. The day will

ſoon arrive, when “every tongue ſhall confeſs

him, and every knee bow down unto him.”

When thoſe who have in heart or life denied him

and perſevered in their impenitence, ſhall fee

the power of hisº, to their eternal'ſor:

row. Now, therefore, kiſs the Son left he be

angry, and ye periſh from the way, when his
wrath is lified but a little.”f Now come

to him who alone can give you º for “he

that hath the Son, hath life, and he that hath

not the Son of God, hath not life."#. . . . ."

But whilſt this ſacred doğrine is filled with

terror towards the unbelieving and diſobedient,

it affords the ſweeteſt conſolation to the truly

hº Thou poor, penſient ſoul, gone to this

depth of comfort, and try iſ. Conſider that he

who made thee, was thy/ſtºrifice, and is now thin

intercºſor. He has engraven thee on the palms

of his hands," and carries thee on his breaſt-plate

before the throne. Behold him,.!—

.* Phil. ii. 10, 11. 4 Pſal. ii. 12, f : John v. 12. I Iſa.

*lix. 16. - - -

He
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He ſtretches forth his arms unto thee, he longs to

eſpouſe thee to himſelf, and “to rejoice over thee

as the bridegroom rejoiceth over his bride.”

Thou canſt not doubt his power, for he is God

fupreme, and canſ thou doubt his love, when he

died for thee on the croſs? Surely, “as a Father

pitieth his children, ſo Jehovah pitieth them that

fear him.”: “Can a woman forget her ſucking

child, that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the

ſon of her womb 7 yea, they may forget, yet will

not the Lord forget thee.” Draw near then to the

throńe of grace with full aſſurance of acceptance:

“He is near that juſtifies.” “Say not in thine

heart, who ſhall aſcend into heaven, (that is, to

bring Chriſt down from above) or who ſhall

deſcend into the deep 2 (That is, to bring up

Chriſt again from the dead.) For the Word is

nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart.”t

O truſt to his faithfulneſs and love: ſuffer him to

make thee happy; yield to be ſaved by grace.

Liſten to that delightful muſic of his voice,

“Be of good cheer, thy ſins are#. thee.”

And you who taſte his love, O ! I need not tell

}. that the Word was God. You know it, you

eel it in your inmoſt ſouls. Who could have

ſubdued your ſtubborn ſpirits? Who could have

faid with power to your benighted hearts, “Let

there be light?” Who could have overturned the

mountains of unbelief, and ſweetly melted your

wills, and changed your diſpoſitions, and trans

formed your ſouls into the glorious image of God,

but the mighty God him/ºff-mighty toj
Chriſt in us, the hope of glory!| And is this all

ºffa. lxii. 5. + Pſal, ciii. 13. *Iſa i. 8. # Rom, x, 6, 7.

# Iſa. lxiii. 1; Col. i. 27.

Ol
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º

Ol no, thou highly favoured, his will is thy

ſanétification.t Only enter into cloſer union with

him, cleave to his bleeding ſide, and he will lead

thee beſide the ſtill waters of comfort, and feed

thee in his green paſtures. He will guide thee

through the valley of the ſhadow of death. He

will love thee with an everlaſting love, and thou

ſhalt dwell in the houſe of the Lord for ever.”

“He will circumciſe thine heart, that thou ſhalt

love the Lord thy God, with all thine heart.

He will, ſprinkle clean water upon thee, and

thou ſhalt be clean: from all thy filthineſs and

from all thine idols will he cleanſe thee. He will

be faithful to cleanſe thee from all unrighteouſ

neſs; yea, thou ſhalt ſweetly and experimentally

Know for thine own ſelf, that the blood of Jeſus

Chriſt cleanſeth from all ſin. Thou ſhalt be one

with him, and he will be one with thee; thou ſhalt

dwell in him, and he will dwell in thee; thine heart

ſhall be his conſtant home. He will enable thee to

comprehend with all the ſaints, the length, and

breadth, and heighth, and depth of his love which

paſſeth knowledge, and he will fill thee with all the

fulneſs of God.”" . -

The confideration of this ſingle truth, That my

friend and well-beloved is the God of heaven and

earth, that nothing can happen without his per
miſfion, and that all things ſhall work together

for good to them that love him, is ſufficient to

ſupport the Chriſtian's ſoul under every trial in

human life. That the Åuman, nature ſhould be

filled with all the fulneſs of Jehovah, and ſit on

the throne of God–O! how does it awaken
t

- 4 1 Theſ, iv. 3. "Pſal. xxiii. Jer. xxxi.; Deut. xxx, 6.

Ezek. xxxvi. 25. 1 John i. 9. 7. § Epheſ. iii. 18, 19.

every
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every ſpark of holy ambition, and open to us the

moſt amazing views of the glory of the ſaints in

heaven. Ye ſimple followers of the Lamb, bear

up a little longer, and “he that ſhall come, will

come and will not tarry.” Your light afflićlions

here are not to be compared to that exceeding and

eternal weight of glory. For “he will make you

drink of thoſe rivers of pleaſure,” which

eternally flow at his right hand, and ſeat you

on his own throne, for ever and ever.f

* Heb. x. 37. H. Pſal. xxxvi. 8. # Rev. iii. 21.

F I N I S.
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