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EPHES. v. 14.

Awake thou that fleepeft, and arife from
the Dead, and Chrift fball give thee Ligbt.

N difcourfing on thefe Words, I fhall,
I with the Help of Gop, ‘

Firft, Defcribe the Sleepers to whom they
are {poken.

Secondly, Inforce the Exhortation, Awake
thon that fleepeft,and arife from the Dead, And

Thirdly, Explain the Promife made to

fuch as do awake and arife, Chrift fhall give
thee Light,

1) 1. Amd ﬁrﬂ,\&e&% here
{poken to. By Sleep is fignified the- W 4tural

State of Man : That deep Sleep of the Soul
into which the Sin of 4dem hath caft all
who fpring - from his Loins ; that Supine-
nefs, Indolence, and Stupidity, that Infen-

(ibility of its real Condition, wherein every
B Man
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Man comes.into the World, and continues
till the Voice of Gop awakes him.

2. Now they that fleep, fleep in the Night.
The State of Nature 1s a State of utter
‘Darknefs ; a State wherein Darknefs covers
the Earth, and grofs Darknefs the People.
The poor unawakéned Sinner, how much
Knowledge foever he may have, as to other
Things, has no Knowledge of himfelf: In
this Refpect be knpweth nothing yet as be
eught to know. He knows not that he is
a fallen Spirit, whofe only Bulinefs in the
prefent World, 1s to recover from his Fall,
to regain that Image of Gop wherein he was
created, He {ces no Neceflity tor the one Thing
needful, even that inward univerfal Change,
that Birth from above (figured out by Bap-
tifm) which 1s the Beginning of that total
Renovation, that Sanétification of Spirit,
Soul and Body, without which no Man [hall

fee the Lord.

2. Full of all.-PBrfeafes-as he 15, he fan-
cies™himféf in perfet Health: Faft tound
in Mifery and Iron, he drecams that he s
happy, and at Liberty. He fays, Peace,
Peace, while the Devily as a fircing Man
ormicd. isin fult Pef™ 00 v hie Seai. He
flceps on L2 e ol Ty pelt, thy’ Blell

1S
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is moved from beneath to meet him 3 #ho’
the Pit, from whence there 1s no Rettirn,

hath opened its Mouth to fwallow him up:

A Fi 1re is kindled around him, yet he
knoweth it not; yea it burns him, yet he
lays it not to Heart.

4. By one who fleeps we are therefore tor
underftand (and wou’d to Gop  we might
all underftand it!) A Sinner fatisfied in his
Sins 3 contented to remain 1n his fallen State,
to live and die without the Image of Gon-:
One who 1s Ignorant both of his Difcall,
and of the only Remedy for 1t : One who
never was warned, or never regarded the
warning.Voice of Gop 20 flee from the Wra:b
to come . One that never yet faw he was 1n
Duanger of Hell-fire, or cried out 1n the

Earneftnels of his Soul, bat muft I do 1o
be faved ?

. If this Sleeper b2 not Outwardly Vi-
cmus, his Sleep is ufually the deepeft of all :
Whether he be of the Laodicean Spirity.
weither cold mor hot 3 but a quiet, rational,
inoffenfive, good-natured Profeflor of the
Religion of his Fathers; or whether he be
Zealous and Orthodox, and after the mof
Jeraiteft Sect of our Relzgzoﬂ, live a P,aarzﬁ’e ;
that 1s, according to the Scriptural Account;

B 2 ' one



{38)
‘one that jufifies bimfelf y on that labours fe

eftablifb bzs own Righteoufnefs, asthe Ground
of his Acceptance with Gop.

6. This is he, who baving a Fort of God-
Imq/.'r, denses the Power thereof 5 yea, and
probably reviles it, wherefoever it is found,
as mere Extravagance and Delufion. Mean
while, the wretched Self-deceiver thanks
GoD, that he 7s not as other Men are y Adul-
serers, Unjuft, Extortioners: No, he doth
0 Wrong to any Man. He fafls twice in
Lo Weery ufes all the Means of Grace, is
‘conttant at Church and Sacrament; yea,

and gives Tithes of all that be bas, does all
thc Good that he can: Touching the Rng—
tecitfrefs of the Law, he is blamelefs
wants nothing of Godlinefs, but the Power :
nothing of Rehoxon, but the Spirit ; nothing
of (.hnﬂlamty, but the Truth and the
Life.

7. But know ye not, that however highly
efteemed among Men, fuch a Chriftian as
this may be, he is an Abomination 1n the
Sight of Gop, and an Heir of every Woe,
which the Son of Gop Yefterday, to Day,
and for ever denounces againft Scribes and
Pharifees, Hypocrites 2 He hath made clean the
Outfrde of the Cup and the Platter, but within
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i$ full of all Filthinefs. A»n Evil Djfeafe
cleaveth {till unto bim, {o that bis inward
Parts are wvery Wickednefs, Our l.ord fitly
compares him to a gainted Sepuichre, which -
appears beautiful without 3 but neverthelels
1S full of dead Mens Bones, and of all Unclean-
nefs., ‘The Bones indced are no longer dry ;-
the Sinews and Flefb are come up upon them, -
and the Skin covers them above : But there is
%0 Breath in them, no Spirit of the living .
Gop. And if any Man have not the Spirit
of Chrif}, be is none of bis. Xe are Chrifp’s, -
if fo be that the Spirit of Gov dwell in you.
But if not, God knoweth that ye abide 1n
Death, even until now, -

8. This 1s another Charaéter of the Sleep- -
er here fpoken to. He abides in Deathy -
tho’ he knows 1t not. He is Dead unto -
Gob, dead in Trefpafles and Sins. For, 40~
be carnally minded is Death. Even as 1t is
written oy oize Man Sin enieredinto the World, -
and Death by Sin: And fo Death pafled upen
all Men, not only Temporal Death, but
likewife Spiritval and Eternal: - In that
Day tbat thou eaieff (faid Gob to Alam) -
Thou fhalt [urcly die. - WNot bodily (unlefs
as he then became Mortal) but fprritually ¢
Thou fhalt lofe the Life of thy Soul:
Thou fhalt die to Gop ; fhalt be feparated
from Him, thy effential Life and Happinefs.

B 3 9. Thus
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9. Thus firft was diffolved the Vital
Union of our Soul with Gop: Infomuch
that in the Midff of Natural Life, we are
now s Spiritual Death. And herein we
remain till the fecond Adam becomes a
quickening Spirit to us, till he raifes the
Dead, the Dead in Sin, in Pleafure, Riches;
or Honours. But before any dead Soul
can live, he bears (hearkens to) the Voice
of the Son of Gop : He is made fenfible of
his loft Eftate, and receives the Sentence of
Death in himfelf. He knows himfelf to be
dead while be liveth, dead to Gop and all
the Things of Gop: Having no more
Power to perform the Actions of a living
Chniftian, than a dead Body to perform the
Fun&ions of a living Man.

10. And moft certain 1t is, that one
dead in Sin, has not Senfes exercifed to dif-
cern {piritwal Good and Evil. Having Eyes,
be fees not, be bath Ears, and bears not,
He doth not tafte and fee that the Lord is
gracious. He bath not feen Gop at any Time,
nor beard bis Voice, nor bandled the Werd of
Life. Invain 1s the Name of Jelus /ike
Ointment goured forth, and all his Garments
(mell of Myrrb, Aloes, and Caffia. The
Soul that fleepcth 1n Death, hath no Per-
ception of any Objects of this Kind.  His

- Hearg
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ficart is paft feeling, and underftandeth

none of thefe Things.

10. And hence, having no fpiritual Sen-
fes, no Inlets of Spiritval Knowledge, the
Natural Man receiveth not the Things of
of the Spirit of Gop; nmay, he is fo fat
from receiving them, that whatfoever i3
{piritually diicerned, 1s mere Foolifhnefs
unto him. He is not content with being
utterly Ignorant of Spiritual Things, but
he denies the very Exiftence of them, And
Spiritual Senfation itfelf is to Him, the
Foolifhnefs of Folly. How, faith he, can
thefe Things be ? How can any Man know,
that he is aliveto Gop? Even as you
know, that your Body is now alive, Faith
is the Life of the Soul : And if ye have this
Life abiding in you, ye want no Marks to

evidence it fo yourfelf, but that &ieyyo;
Tvéuparos, that divine Confcioufnefs, that
Witnefs of Gop, which 1s more and greater
than ten thoufand human Witneffes,

11. If he doth not now bear witnefs with

thy Spirit, that thou art a Child of Gop,
O that he might convince Thee, Thou poor
unawakened Sinner, by his Demonftration

and Power, that Thou art a Child of the
Devil ! O that as I prophefy, there might

Nnow
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now bea Noife and a Shaking, and may, tbe
Bones come together, Bone to bis Bone. Then
come from the four Winds, O Breath, and
breathe on thefe flaing that they may live! And
do not ye harden your Hearts, and refift
‘the Holy Ghoft, who even now is come :o
convince you of Sin,-becaufe you belicve not
on the Name of the only begotten Son of Gop..

II.) 1. Wherefore, awake Thou that
Sleepeft, and arife from the Dead, Gop cal-
leth Thee now by my Mouth; and bids
Thee know thyfelf, Thou fallen Spirit, thy
true State and only Concern below. What
meanef Toou, O Sleeper 2 Arife! Call upos
thy Govo, if fo be thy Gop will think upox
Thee, that thou perif not. A mighty Tem-
peft 1s ftirred up round about Thee, and
Thou art finking into the Depths of Per-
dition, the Guif of Gop’s Judgments. If
Thou woud’ft elcape them, caft thyfelf in-

to them. Fudge thyfelf, and Thou fhalt sa
be judged of the Lord,

2. Awake, awake! Stand up this Mo-
ment, lealt Thou drink at the Lord’s Hand
the Cup of his Fury. Stir up thyfelf 10 Iy
bold on the Lord, the Lord thy Righteoufnefs,
mighty to feve!l Sbake thyfelf from the Duf.
At leaft, let the Earthquake of Gonls

Threat-
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Threatnings fhake ‘Thee, Awake and ¢ty
out with the trembling Goaler, What muft
I do to be faved? And never reft, till Thou
believeft on the Lord Jefus; with a Faith
which 1s his Gift, by the Operation of his
Spirit. '

3. If T {peak toany one of you more than
to another, it is to Thee, who thinkeft thyfelf
unconcerned in this Exhortation. [ beve 4
Melfage from Gop unto Thee. Inhis Name,

1 warn Thee to flee from the Wrath to come.
Thou unholy Soul, fee thy Piture in con.
demn’d Peter,lying in the dark Dungeon,be-
-tween the Soldiers, bound with two Chains,
the Keepers before the Door keeping the
Prifon, The Night is far fpent, the Morn-
ng s at hand, when thou art to be brought
forth to Execution. And in thefe dreadful
Circumftances, Thou art faft afleep; Thou
art faft afleep mn the Devil’s Arms, on the

Brink of the Pit, in the Jaws of everlafting
Deftruétion.

4. O may the Angel of the Lord come upon
Theey, and the Light [Esne into thy Prifonl
And mayft Thou feel the Stroke of an Al-
mighty Hand, raifing Thee with Arife up
quickly, gird thyfelf and bind on thy Sandals,
cafp thy Garment about Thee, and follow me.

5. Awake,



(r4)

5. Awake, Thou everlafting_Spirit, our
of thy Dream of Worldly Happinefs. Did
not Gop create Thee for Himfclf ? Then,
thou canft not reft, till Thou refteft in
Him. Return thou Wandcrer, Fly. back
to thy Ark. This is not thy Hoine.
Think not of building. Tabernacles here..
Thou art but g Stranger,. a Sojourner upss,
Eartb: A Creature of a Day, but, juft
launching out into’ an' Unchangeable State.
Make hafte. Eternity is at Hand. Eter-
nity depends on this Moment. An Eter-
nity of Happinefs,. or an" Eternity of Mi-
fery L.

6. In what State is thy Soul 2 Was
Gop while I am yet fpeaking to require it
of Thee, art Thou ready to meet Death
and Judgment? Canft Thou ftand in his
Sight, who is of purcr Eyes than to bebold
Iniquity ¢ Art Thou meet to be Partaker of
the Inberitance of the Saints in Light 2 Halt
‘Thou fought a good Fight and kept the Faith ¢
Haft Thou fecured the. one Thing needful 2
Haft Thou recovered the Image of Gon,
even Righteoufnefs and true Holinefs ¢ Halft
Thou put off the Old Man and put on the
New ? Art Thou cleathed upon with Chrift 2.

7,
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<. Haft Thou Oil in thy Lamp ? Grace
1mn-thy Heart ¢ Doft Thou /love the Lord thy
‘Gop, with all thy Heart, and with all thy
- Mind, and with all thy Soul, and with alj
thy Strength?  Is that Mind in = Thee,
which was alfo in Chrift Fefus 2 Art Thoua
Chriftian indeed ? That is, a new Crea-

ture? Are old Things paft away, avd all
Things become new ?

8. Art Thou Partaker of the Divine Na-
ture { Knowefp Thou not, that Chriff is iu
Thee, except Thou be reprobate 2 Know-
elt Thou, that Goo dwelleth in Thee, and
Thou in Gop, by bis Spirit which be bath -
given Thee? Knoweft Thou not, that #by
Body is a Temple of the Holy Ghof, which
Thou baft of Gop ? Haft Thou the #itnefs
w toyfelf 2 The Earneft of thine Inberitance ?
Art Thou fealed by that Spirit of Promife,
unto the Day of Redemption 2 Haft Thou
received the Holy Ghoft------ or doft Thou.

ffart at the Queftion, not knowing whether
there be any Holy Ghoft ?

9. If it offends Thee, be Thou affured,
that Thou neither art a Chriftian, nor de-
fircft to be One. . Nay, thy very Prayer is
tupned into Sin 3 and Thou haft folemnly

mocked
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mocked Gop this very Day, by praying
for the Infpiration of bis Holy Spirit, when’
Thou did not believe, there was any fuch
Thing to be received. -'

10, Yet on the Authority of Gop’%:
Word and our own Church, ‘I muft repeat
the Queftion, Haft Thou received the Holy
Ghoft ¢ If Thou haft not, Thou art not
yet a Chriftian: For a Chriftian is a Man,’
that 1s anointed with the Holy Ghof}, and with
Power. Thou art not yet made a Partaker
of pure Religion and Undefiled. Doft
Thou know, what Religion 1s? That it is,

a Participation of the Divine Nature, the

{.ife of Gop in the Soul of Man: Chrift
formed in the Heart, Chrifp in- Thee, the
Hope of Glory. Happinefs and Holinefs;
Feaven begun upon Earth. A4 Kingdom of
Gop within Thee: Not Meat and Drink, no
outward Thing ; but Righteoufnefs and Peace,
and Joy in the Holy Ghoft 2 An everlafting:
Kingdom brought into thy Soul, a Peace
of Gop, that paffeth all Underflanding 3 a
Foy unjpeakable and full of Glory ?

"11. Knoweft Thou, that in Fefus Chrif,
neither Civcumcifion availeth any Thing, nor
Uncircumcifion 3 but Fartb that worketh by

Love; but anew Creation ? Sceft Thou the.
Necef~
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‘Neceffity of that Inward Change, that Spir
ritual Birth, that Life from the Dead ? That
Holinefs? And art Thou thoroughly con-
vinced, that without it, mo Man fball fee
the Lord? Art Thou labouring aftér it?
Giving .all Diligence, 1o make ithy Caflmg.
and Elettion fure ? Working out thy Salva-
tion with Fear and 7; remblmg ? Agonizing to
enter in at the fireight Gate 2 Art Thoy
in earneft about thy Soul? And, canft
Thou tell the Searcher of Hcarts,. T bazz,
O Gobp, art the Thing that I long for!
Lord, Thou knoweft all Things! Thou
knoweft that I would love Thee |

12. Thou hopeft to be faved but
what Reafon haft Thou to give of the
Hope that is in-Thee? Is it becaufe Thou
“haft done no Harm ? Or, becaufe Thou
“haft done much Good ? ‘Or, becaufe Thou
art not like other Men; but Wife, or
Learned, or Honeft and morally Geod?
Lﬁeemed of: Men, and-of a fair Reputa-
tion? Alas, all this wi}l never brinz Thee
to Gop. Itisin his Account llghter than
Vanity. Doft Thou know Fefus Chrift
whom be bath fent 2 Hath he taught Thee,
that by Grace we are [aved through Faith ?
- And that, not of ourfelves. It is the Gift of

| ¢« Gop:
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Govo : Not of Works, leap any Man frould

" boaft. Halt Thou received the faithful Say-
“ing as the whole Foundation of thy Hope,
that Fefus Chrift chme into'the World to fave
-Siuners? Haft Thoulearned what That mean-
neth, I came not to call the Righteous; but
Sinmers to Repentance 2 I am not fent, but to
the loff Sbeep 2 Art Thou, (He that hear-
-~ eth, let him underftand!) Loft, Dead?
- Damned already #~——Doft Thou know thy
‘Deferts ? Doft Thou feel thy Wants? Art
‘Thou poor in -Spirit? Mourning for. Gop
and refufing to be comforted? Is the . Pro-
digal come to bimfelf, and well-content to
“be therefore thought efide bimfelf ; by thofe
who are ftill feeding upon the Hufks which
‘he hath left? Art Thou willmg to Jve
'Godly in Cb?’-:/? | ;eﬁts 2 _And doft Thou
‘therefore fuffer. Perfecution? Do Men [ay
“all manner of Evil .againft Thee falfely, for
the Son of Man's Sake ? - .

13. O, that in all thefe theﬁions'ye may
hear the Voice that wakes the Dead, and
feel that Hamfner of the Word, which
breaketh the Rock in Pieces l——If ye will
bear bis Voice to Day 5 whsle it s . called to
Day, barden not your Hearts. Now awake
‘Thou that fleepeft "in Spiritual Deathy that
" ‘Thou fleep not in Déath Eternal! Feel th[){
' lo
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Vst Etate, and arife from the Decd. Leave
thine old Companions in’ Sib and Death.
Follow Thou Jefus, and Je the Dead bury
their Dead.” Save thyfelf from 1bis-unioward
Generation. Come.out from amaong them, and
e Thou- [eparare, and touch nof the unclean.
Thing, and the Lord fball receive Thee, Corift
fhall give Thee Light. T

 HI 1.:ThisPromife ] come, laftly, to
éxplain.  And how jpgpuraging a Confidle-
fation is- This, that whofoever Thou art
who obeyeft his Call, Thou canft not feck

~ his Face in vain. If Thou even now awa-
keft and arifeft from the Dead, he hath bound
himfelf. to give Thee Light. The Lord fball
iz‘ve Thee Grace and Glory; the Light of
~ his Grace here, andthe Light of his. Glory,
when Thou receivelt. the Crown that fadetb
not away. 'Thy. Light fhall break. forth as
the Morning, and thy Darknefs be a$ the
Noon-Day. Gobp who commanded the Light

-~ to [bine out of Darknsfs, (hall fbine . in thy
Heart 5 to give the Kmowledge of the Glory.
of Gop in the Face of Fefus Chriff. On
2hem that fear the Lora fball the Sun of
Righteoufnefs arife, with bealing in bis Wings.:
And in that Day it fhall be [aid unto Thee, A-
pije, foine y for thy Light is come, and the
Glory of the Lord is rifen upon Thee. For
C2 Chrift
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Chrift fhall rcveal himfelf 1n Thee
“he is the true Light, - -

Aﬂd

2. _ Gon. 15. nght;far‘d will give hlmf'elf *
to every awakened;Sinner, that waiteth for -
him : And Thou fhalt then be a Temple
of the living. Gop, and Chrift fhall duwell
in thy, Heart by Faith: And being rootedand
grounded in Love, Thou. fbalt be able to com-"
prebend with all Saints, what is the Breadth,
-and Length, and Depth, and Heighth of that -
Love of Chrift whick pafferh Knmv!edge, that
. Thou mavfp be ﬁ/led 'zwt/: all the Fulnq/} of
Gop., o

3 Ye fee your Calhng, Brethren We "
are call’d 1o be an Habitation-of Gov' thro*
bis Spirit : And through his Spirit dwelling
in ue, fo e .Sainty here, and Partakers of
the Iizberztanre of the Saimts in Light. So
exceeding great are the Fromifes which are
given unto us, actually given unto us who
believe. For by Faith .we receive, not the
Spirif. of the Wor/d ut.. the  Spirit which 15
Gop, the Sum. oﬁ-all-» the Promifes, thds
we may know the Things that are freely given
20 us of Gob, |

4. The
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The S 'ir'it of Chnﬁ is that grcar. Glft |
of Gov, whlch at fundry .Times, and in
divers Manners he‘hath temlfed to Man,
and hath fully beftowed F ce the Time that
Chrift was glorified. Thofe Promifes before
made to the Fathers, he hath thas fulfill’d s
1 will pusmy Spirit within you, and caufe you
ta walk in my Statutes *. 1will pour Wa-
er upon bim that is Thirfly, and Floods spon
tbe dry -Ground : I will : pour my Spirit
spon thy Seed, dnd m Bleﬁng upon tbme Oﬁ;
i%%* - ’

5. Yemay all be hvmg aneﬂ'es oE
thefe Things: Of Reuniiffion of Sins, and .
the Gifc of the Holy Ghott., If Thou canft
believe, all Thing are polfible to boim that be-
lieveth. Who among you is there, that fear-
esh the Lord, aud -yet walketh .on in Dark-
nefs, ‘and bath no Light.? .X afk Thee in’ the
Name of Jefus, believeft Thou that bis
Arm is not fhortened at all? ‘That he is ftill
mighty to fave? That he 1s the fame Yefler-
day, 10 Day and for- ever 2 That he hath
now. Power, on Earth to-forgive Sins? Sos,
be of :good- Chear; Shy Sins: are  forgiven,

* Lzek. xxxvi, 27. 1 Ifaiah xliv. 3.

C3 Gop
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Gop for Chrift’s fake hath forgiven Thee,
 Receive this, not as the Word of Mawny, but
as it &5, indeed, - the. Word of Gop 3. and
Thou art jupified freely thraugh Faith, Thou
fhalt be fanétified alfo through Faith which
i 1n Jefus, and fhait fet to thy Seal, even
thine, that ‘Gobp. Zath given unto us ezerw

MI.Lfl,; ﬂﬂd’bi.f .Ll:fe is'in;bi.f Sﬂlf;

~ 6. Men and Brethren, let me freely
fpeak unto you : And fuffer ye tbe Word of
FExbortation, -even from one, the .leaft e-
fteem’d in the Church. Your Cogicience
beareth you Witnefs in the Holy Ghoft,
‘that ‘thefe Things dre H0, if fo.be ye kave
- Jafted that the Lord is gracious. This is E-
2ernal Life, to.know the only true Gop; and
.Fefus Chrift whom be batb fent. ' This ex- -
perimental Knowledge, and this alone is
- .true Chriftianity. Heis a Chriftian, who
hath received the!Spirit of Chnift. . He is
-not a Chriftian, who hath not received him,
Neither is it poflible to- have received him
.and not know it. For * at that Day (when
he cometh, faith our Lord) ye fbhall know,
bat F am in my Fatber, and you in me, and
1 in you, "Thisis that Spirit of Truth, whom

® John xiv. 20.
106
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- she Varld- copt. receive, becaufe i fagtb bim
not, neither knowetb bim..., Bﬂf know bim
For be dwelleth 'with you, and fball ‘be in -
)’0“. - ' - o '

.. 7. The. World cannet receive him, but
utterly reje&t - the Promife  of the:Father,
contradi&ting and blafpheming., But every
- Spirit which confefeth not this, . 1s- not of
Gopo. Yea, this is that Spirit of Antichrif,
whereof ye- bave beard, that -it [bould ‘come
into the World, and evenw mw it is in- tbe
World. He is Aptichrift whgﬁev‘er,_ denies,
the Infpiration of the Holy Ghoft, or thag
the indwelling _ Spirit-of ‘Gep- is the, toni-
mon Privilege of all. BéhQVem‘;_“thq_,fBIé{}
fing of .the. Gofpel,. the un{péakable Gift,
the univerfal Promife,_ the Eri_t,_érid& of 3
real Chriftian, | R

8. It nothing helps:theny to ,ra_y,.,f"i;,qf
«¢ do not deny. the Afiffance of Gop’s- Spi-"

¢ rity but only this Infpiration, this receine
¢ ing the Foly Gboft, and being fenfible of
<< it, * It is only this fecling of the Spirig,
¢ this being moved by the Spirit, or fili/d
¢ with- it,” which :we deny to have any
¢¢ Place in Sound Religion.”” But in only
‘denying this, you  deny the whole Scrip-

tures,
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™

9. Our own excellent Church knows no.
thing of this devilifh Difin&ion: Byt
fpeaks. plainly of * feeling the Spirie. of
Ciri of being + myved y tbe Hosy Goaf
atid knowingand 1 feeling fbere is no othey
Name than that of Fefus, whereby we can
teceive and Salvation,  She teaches usall to
pray for. the || Infpiration of the Foly Spiris,
yea, that ‘we may be filled with the Holy
& cvery o

gt **, Nay, an refbyter <«
hers, ' profefles to receive sbe Holy GhoR, by
ibe Impaficion of Hids, Therefore, to deny
any .of thefe, isin Effe@®, torenounce the
' nd, as well as the whole

Church of ‘Eigla
Chriffian Revélation:

--AQ, But ‘_édf’%;dm.lf Gop_ was_always
Poaliflwe[s with Men,. No marvel then,
that the great Myltery of the Gofpel, fhould
be now allo &id from the Wife and Prudent,
as well as in the Days of Old; That it
‘fhould be almoft univerfally, denied, ridi-

* Art. 17. + Officeof confecrating Priefts.
'3 Vlitacionof the Sick, " Colle& befare the
-Holy Communion, 8% Order of Confirma-
ﬁon‘,

culed
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culed and exploded as mere Frenzy: And
that all who dare avow.it ftill,; branded
with the Names of Madmen and En-
thufiafts. ‘This, 18] tbat Falling away
which was to come : That general Apofta-.
cy, of all Ordets and Degrees of Men,
which we even now find to have overfpread
the Earth. Run to and fro in the Streets of
Ferufalem, and [ee if ye can find a Mans a
Man, that loveth the Lord his Gop with
all his Heart, and ferveth him with all' his.
Strength? How does our own Land mourn
(that we look no farther) under the Over-
flowings of Ungodlinefs? - What Villanies
of every kind are commigted Day by Day ;
yea, too often with Impunity, by thofe -
who fin with a high Hand, apd glory in
their Shame? Who cn’ reckon up. the
Oaths, Curles, Propha_nenefs, Blafphemies,

the Lying, Slandering, Evil-fpeaking, the
Sabbath-breaking, Gluttany, Drunkennefs,
Rcvenge, the Whoredoms, Adulteries,.
and various Uncleannefs, the Frauds, In-.
juftice, Oppreflion, Extertion, which over«

{pread our ia.na as 2 Fldod ? o

11. And even among thofe who have
kept themfelves pure from thefe groffer
Abominations; how much Anger and

; - Pride,
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Pﬁde, how. much Sloth" and- Idlenefs how
mich  Softnefs'and Effeminacy, how much
Eiorury ‘and Scif-Indulgence, how. much
Covétoufnefs and Ambition, how much
Thitft of - Praife, how much Love of the
World, how much Fear of Man isto be
found ? Mean while, how little of true Re-
ligion ? For where is he that loveth either
Gop ot his Neighbour, as He hath given.
us Commandment?: On_ the one Hand. are
thofe;” who have not fo much as'the Form
of Godlinefs : On the other thofe who have
the Form only ; there ftands the Opm,
l:here the Pmﬂtcd Sepulchre. So that in

vety deed, whofoever were earneftly to
bchold any pubhck gathering together. of.
the People; (I fear, thofe in our Churches
are not be excepted) lmght eafily perceive,
2hat the ome Payrt were Sadducees, and the
other Pharifees: ‘The one having almoft as
little Concern about Rcl on, as if there
weie np Refurreclion, mei el nor Spi-
rit; and the other mkmg 1;4:3 mere life-
Jefs Form, a dull.Jioged of external Per-
formances, without -either trug Faith, or
gxg .Lave of Gop, or Joy in the Holy

oﬁ |

!

£, Wouldr |
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2. Would to ‘Gop- T could exedjpt ‘os 6F
this “Place.  Bretbren, my Heart’s Defire,

Javed from this overflowing of Ungodtinefs,
and “that "here may “its proud “Waveés -'be
ftay’d! Butis it fo indeed ? ‘Gop knoweth,
yea, and ourtown 'Confcience,’ it is not.
Ye have not kept yourfelves pure, - Cor-
rupt aré we alfo and abomjnable’§ and few -
are there that undesftahd'ahy nfore, feve
that worfhip Gop' in Spiritand in Truth.
We too are e Generation -that fer not o
Hearts aright, .and whafe . Spirit cleaveth not-
fredfaply unto Gor. ~ He hath appointed us
indeed, to be 2bé Sait of the Earth., But If
the Salt bave Ioft its Savour, ‘it is dhenceforth
- good for nothing, but To be caftout, anld to be
trodden under Foot:gf Mew;:s: T

13. And fball I not vifit for thefe Things,
Jaith the Lord 2 Shall not my Soul be avengiéd
on [uch'a Nation as’ this?* Yga, we know
not how fooh hé -imay 13' td “the” Sword,
Sword go throagh% {He Math given
us. long ‘Space to-repents * Fe' lets us

_-alone this Yearalio: Buthe warns and a-
wakens us by Thunder. His Judginents
are abroad in the Earth, And we have

all

;.

and Prayer to Goo. for yos is; That ye maybe -
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“all Reafon to expe& that Heavieft of All,
even that be fhould come unto us quickly, and
remove our Candleftick out of its Place, ex-
cept we repent and do the firft Works. Un.
Iefs we return to the Principles of the Re-
formation, the Truth and Simplicity of the

Gofpel. Perhaps we are now refifting the
Jaft Effort of Divine Grace to fave us,
Perhaps we have well nigh filled up the Mea-
Jure of our Iniquities, by rejeting the Coun-
fel of Gop againfl ousfclves, and cafting
out his Mefiengers. - |

14. O Gob, in the midft of Wrath ye-
memper Mercy! Be glorified in our Refor-
mation, not in our Deftruttion. Let us
bear the Rod, and bim that appointed it.
Now that by Fudgments are abroad in the
Earth, let the Inubabitants of the World learn

Righteoufnefs. - -

15. My Brethren, it is high Time for
us, to awake out of Sleep ; before the gregs
Trumpet of the Lord be blown, and our Land
become a Field of Blood. O may we fpee-
dily fee the Things that make for.our Peage,
before they are hid from our Eyes! Turn
Thot us, O good Lord, and let thine Anger
¢cafe from us. O Lord, look down from Hea-
wven, bebold and vifit this Viney and caufe

us

I- _*_*
T ,,_-Sinﬁ.
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gs to know the Time of our Vifitation.
Help us, O Gop of our Salvation, for the

Glory of thy Names O deliver us, and be

merciful to our Sins, for thy Names Sake.
And o will we not go back from Thee: O
Jet us live, and we fball call upon thy Name.
Turn us again, O Lord God of Hofts, fhew the

Light of thy Countenance, and we fball be
suhole,

Now unto him that is able to do exceeding
abundantly above all that we can’'ajk or think,
according to the Power ihat worketh in us,
unto bim e Glory in the Church by Chrift Fefus

throughout all Adges, World withous End.
Amen.




