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PSALM XLVi. 3.

G come hither, and bebold the Works of the
Lord, what Deflrutlion be both brought
upon the Earth !

*-’-‘*"}H‘;m; . F all the Judements which the
;:::ff{iﬂ? wf-' righteous GOD infli¢ts on Sin-
N M‘;’; ners here, the moft dreadful and
i '-'i £%% defireflive is an Larthquake. This
%uﬂ’ he has lately brought on our Part
of the Earth, and thereby alarmed
our Fears, and bid us prepare to meet our GOD !
The Shocks which have been felt in diverfe Places
fince that which made this City tremble, may
convince us that the Danger is not over, and
ought to keep us ftill in Awe; fecing bis Anger
is not turned away, but his Hand is fir ez‘c,bm' out
Sl *,
That I may fall in with the Defign of Provi-
dence at this awful Crifis, I fhall take Occafion
from the Words of my Text,

I. To fthew that Earthquakes are the Works

of the Lord, and he only bringeth this Deftruc-
tion upon the Earth,

r

* Haah x, 4.
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IT. Call you to behold the Works of the Lord

in two or three terrible Inftances. And

[II. Give you fome Direttions {uitable to the
Occafion.

I. Iam to fhew you that Earthquakes are the
Works of the Lord, and he only bringeth this
Deftruction upon-the Earth, Now that God is
himfelf the Author, and Sin the moral Caufe of
Earthquakes (whatever the natural Caufe may be)
cannot be denied by any who believe the Scrip-
tures; for thefe are they which tefhify of Him,
that /tis GOD who removeth the Mountains, and
cverturneth them in his Anger; who fhaketh the
Earth out of her Place, and the Pillars thereof
tremole ®,  He locketh on the Earth and it trem-
blethy he tcucheth the Hills and they fmoak +. The
Hills melted like IVax at the Prefence of the Lord,
at the Prefence of the Lord of the while Earth .
The Meuntains quake at him, and the Hills melt.
Who can fland before bis Indignation 2 avd
. who can abide in the Fiercenefs of his Anger 2 His
Fury is poured ont like Fire, and the Rocks are
thrown dswn by bim |,
~ Earthquakes are fet forth by the infpired Wri-
~ ters as GOD’s proper judicial Ak, or the
Punithment of Sin; Sin is the Caufe, Earth-
quakes the Effet of his Anger. So the Plalmit,
The Earth trembled and quaked, the very Founda-
isns alfo of the Hills fhook and were removed, be-
caufe he was wroth§." "So the Prophet [faiab,

. * Jobix. 3, 0. + Plalm civ. 32,
;. Plalm xcvii, 5. | Nahoio 5, 6. § Plalmxvii, 72
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Foawddl proih tie World for therr Evil—and will
lay 2w the Flaughtinefs of the Terribie,—thevefire
Lavl! foake the Hoavonsy and the Earth fhall ve-
mave out of her Placey in the Wrath of the Lord
of [oits, and in the Dav of his fierce Anger *.
And againg Bebsll the Lord maketh the Earth
emply, aund maicth it wafley, aad turact) it upfide
down, (in the Original, perverteth the Face
thereof) and [eatterety abread the Inbabitants
theresf :— For the M indows from on hizh are cpen,
and the Foundations of the Earth dojbale.  The
Earth is utterly Lrolen down, the Eaith is clean
diffolved, the Earts is moved excecdigly,  The
Larto fhall recl ta and fro like @ Druakard, and
be remived lite a Cottacey and the Tranfgrc/lion
thereof fhall be beavy upor 1ty and it fhall full and
nol r{/} asain . Lremble thou Earth at the Pie-
fence of the Lord, at the Prefece of the GOD of
Facob. 1 Thou fblt be vifited of toe Lord of Hifis
with Thunder, and with Earthquake, and great

Neife §.

Nothing can be more exprefs than thefe Scrip=
ture Tecdtimonles, which detormine both the
Caufc and Author of this terrible Calamity : But
Reafon as well as Faith doth fufficienlly affur. us,
it muft be the Punifhment of Sin, and the Edeét
of that Curfe which was brought upon the E.rth
by the original Tranfgreflion. Stedfaftnefs muit
be no longer looked for in the World, fince {n-
nocency i3 banifhed thence : But we caunot con-
cetve that the Untverfe would have been dif-

turbed by thele furious Accidents during the

* Hai xunoar, 130 4 Han xav, 1,18, 19, 20,
1 Plalm cxiv, 7. § Hal xxix, 6, |
A 1 State
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State of original Richteoufnels. Wherefore
fhould GOD’s Anger have armed the Elements
againft his faithful Subjeéts? Wherefore fhouid
he have overthrown all his Wirks to deftroy
innocent Men? Or why overwhelmed the In-
habitan® of the Earth with the Ruins thereof, if
they had not been finful ! Why buried thofe in
the Bowels of the Earth who were not to die?
Let us then conclude, both from Scripture and
Reafon, that Earthquakes are GOD’s /frange
Ferks of Judgment, the proper Effet and Pu-
nithment of Sin. I proceed,

II. To fet before you thefe Works of the
1.ord in two or three terrible Inftances.

- In the Year 1692 there happened in Sicily one
of the moft dreadful karthquakes in all Hiftory ;
it Thook the whole Ifland, and not only that, but
Naples and Malta fhared in the Shoek. It was
impoflible for any one to keep on their Legs on
the dancing Edrth ; nay, thofe who Jay on the
Ground were toffed from Side to Side, ason a
rolling Billow. High Walls leap’d from their
Foundations feveral Paces.

The Mifchief it did is amazing; fifty four
Cities and Towns, befides an incredible Num-
ber of Villages, were almoft entirely deftroyed:
Catania, one of the moft famous, antient, and
flourifhing Cities in the Kingdom, the Rgfidence
of feveral Monarchs, and an Univerfitg;. bad
the greateft Share in the Judgment. Fathi -Anth,
Serrveita ‘being on his Way thither, ‘2 few
Miles from the City, obferv’d a black Cland like

Night hovering over it; and there arofe. from
| the
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the Mouth of Ztua great Spires of Flame, which
foread all around : "U'he Sea all on a fudden began
to roar, and rife in Billows; the Birds flew
about aftonifhed ; the Cattle ran crying in the
vields; and there was a Blow as if all the Ar-
tillery in the World had been difcharged at
onee,

His and his Companions Horfes ftopped fhert,
trembling, fo that they were forced ‘to alight;
they were no fooner off, but they were lifted from
the Ground above two Palms; when cafting his
Eyes towards Catania, he was aitonifh’d to fee
nothing but a thick Cloud of Duit in the Air.
‘[his was the Scene of their Calamity, for of the
magntificent Catama there is not the leaft Foot-
{tep to be {een ; of eighteen Thoufand nine hun-
dred and fourtecn Inhabitants, eighteen Thou-
fand perifh’d therein: In the feveral Cities and
Towns fixty Thoufand were deﬂroycd out of

two hundred and fifty four Thoufand nine hun-
dred,

In the fame Year, 1692, on Fune 7, was
the Earthquake in ‘Famaica : It threw down moft -
of the Houfes, Churches, Sugar-works, Mills,
and Bridges, throughout the Ifiland; tore the
Rocks and Mountains, reducing fome of them
to Plains; deftroyed whole Flantations, and
threw them into the Sea; and in two Minutes
‘Time thook down and deftroyed nine Tenths of
the ‘Town of Port-Reyal ; the Houfes funk out-
yight. thirty or forty Pathom deep.

The Earth opening fwallowed up People, and
the rofe in other Streets, fome in the Midft of

the Harbour, (being driven up again by the Sea
- A 4 which
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which rofe in thofe Breaches) and fo wondei{ully
elcaped.

Of all Welle, from one Fathom to {ix or feven,
the Water flew out of the Top with a vehement
Motion. While the Houfes on one Side of the
Street were fwallowed up, on the other they were
thrown into Heaps. "The Sand in the Street rofe
like Waves of the Sea, lifting up every Body
that ftood on it, and immediately dropping down
into Pits, and at the fame Inftant, a Flood of
Water breaking in, rolled them over and over,
while catching hold of Beams and Rafters to fave
taemfelves.

Ships and Sloops in the Harbour were overfet
and loft, A Veflel, by the Motion of the Sea and
finking of the Wharf, was driven over the Tops
of many Houfes, and funk there,

The Earthquake was attended with a hollow
rumbling Sound like that of Thunder, .In lefs
than a Minute three Quarters of the Houfes, and
ths Ground they ftood on, with the Inhabitants,
were quite funk under Water, and the little Part
Jeft behind was no better than an Heap of Rub-
bifh.

The Shock was fo violent that it threw People
down on their Knees or their Faces as they were
sunning about for Shelter; the Ground heav’d
-and {well’d like a rolling Sea 3 and feveral Houfes
ftil] ftanding were {hufled and moved fome Yards
out of their flaces; a whole Street is faid to be
twice as broad now as before.

In many Places the Earth would crack, and
open and fhuc quick and faft, of which Openings
two or three Hundred mlght be feen at a Time;
in fome whereof the People were {wallowed up ;
others
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others the clofing Earth caught by the Middle,
and fqueczed to Death; and in that Manner
they were left buried with only their Heads
above Ground : Some Heads the Dogs eat.

The Minifter of the Place mn his Account
faith, that fuch was the defperate Wickednefs of
the People that e was afraid to continue ameng

them: That on the Day of the Earthquake fume
- Sailors and others fell to breaking cpen and rifling
Warehoufes, and Houfes deferted, while the
Earth trembled under them, and the Houfes fel
upon them in the At; that he met many fwear-
ing and blr{pheming ; and that the common Har-
lots who remaired fliil vpon the Place, were as
drunken and impudent as ever,

~While he was running towards the Fort, a
wide open Place, to fave himfelf, he faw the
Earth open and fwallow up a Multitude of Peo-
ple, and the Sea mounting in upon them over the
Fortifications, it likewife deftroyed their large
Burying-place, and wafthed away the Carcofles
out of their Graves, dafhing their Tombs to
pieces. The whole Harbour was covered witls
-dead Bodies, floating up and down without Bu-
rial.

As foon as the violent Shock was over, he de-
fired all People to join with bim in Prayer,  A-
mong them were {everal "fewws, who kneeled and
anfwered as they did ; and were heard even to
call upon Fefus Chrifl.  After he had fpent an
Hour and an helf with them in Prayer and Ex-
hor:ations to Repentance, he was defired to re-
tire to {orme ohip in the Harbour, and paffing
over the Tops of fome Houfes which lay level

A g with.
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with the Water, got firft into a Canoce, and then
into a Long-boat, which put him on board a
Ship.
"The larger Openings {wallowed up Houfes,
and out of fome would iflue whole Rivers of

Water, fpouted up a great Height into the Air,
and threatening a Deluge to that Part which the

Farthquake fpared. The whole was attended
with oftenfive Smells, and the Noife of falling
Mountains, The Sky in 2 Minute’s Time was
turned dull and red, like a glowing Oven. Scarce

a Planting-houfe or Sugar- ‘work was left ftanding
in all Famaica, A great Partof them was {w Al
lowed up, Houfes, T'rees, People, and all at one
(zape; in the Place of whichafterwards appeared
great Pools of Water, which when dried up left
nothmfr but Sand, without any Mark that ever
T'ree or Plant had been thereon,

About 12 Miles from the Sea, the Earth

gaped and fpouted out with a prodigious Force
valt Quantities of Water into the Air. But the
areateft Violence was among the Mcuntajns and

Rocks. Moft of the Rivers were ftopt for 24
Hours by the falling of the Mountains, til {wel-
ling up they made themfelves new Channels,

tearing up Trees and all they mét ‘with in their
Paflage.

A great Mountain {plit, and fell into the level
(sround, and covered f{everal Settlements, and

deftroyed the People there,  Another Mountain

having made feveral Leaps, or Moves, over-
whelmed great Part of a Plantation lying a Mile
off. Another large hich Mountain. near a Day’s
Journey over, was was quite {wallowed up, and

where
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\
where 1t ftood i¢ now 2 great Lake {ome Leagues
over.

Atter the great Shake, thofe who elcaped got
on board dShips in the Harbour, where many con-
tinued above two Months; the Shakes all that
Time being fo violent, and coming {o thick,
{ometimes two or three in an Hour, accompa-
nied with frightful Noifes, like a ruffling Wind,
or an hollow rumbling Thunder, with Brimftone
Blafts, that they durft not come athore. The
Confequence of the Earthquake was a general
dickuefs, from the noifom Vapours, which {wept
away above three thoufand Perfons.

On the 28th of Uobery 1746, haif 2an Hour
palt 10 at Nighy, Lima, the capital City of Peru,
was deftreyed by an Farthquake, which extended
an hundred Leagues Nortbward, and as many
more to the douth, all alung the Sea-coaft, The
Deftruttion did not fo much as give Time for
Fright ; for at one and the fame Inftant, the
Noile, the Shock, and the Ruin were perceiv’d.
In the Space of four Minutes, during which the
preateft Force of the LEarthquake laftcd, fome
found themfelves buried under the Ruins of the
falling Houfes; and others crufhed to Death in
the Streets by the tumbling of the Walls, which
fell upon them as they ran here and there.

Neverthelefs, the greater Part of the Inhabi-
tants (who were computed near fixty Thoufand)
were providentially preferved, either in the hols

low Places which the Ruins left, or on the Top
of the very Ruins themfelves, without know-
ing how they got up thither. Yor no Perfon, at
fuch a Seafon, had Time for Deliberation ;: And

{uppofing he had, there was no Plice of Retreat.
A6 Tor
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For the Parts which feemed moft firm, fome-
times proved the weakeft: On the contrary, the
weakelt, at Intervu‘s, made the greatedt Refift-
ance ; and the Conftcination was {uch, that no
onc thourht himfelf fecure, ull he had made his
Efcape out of the City.

1 he Earth firuck uninft the Buildings with
fuch Violence, that every ohock beat down the
greate{t Part of them: and thefe tearing along
with them vaft Weiglits in their Fall (efpecially
the Churches and hizh Houfes) compleated the
Dcttrution of every thmfnr they encountred with,
even of what the Lort l,quahc had fpared. '[he
vhocks, altho’ Inftantancous, were yet fucceflive ;
and, at Intervels, Men were tranfported from onre
Place to another, which was the Means of Safety
to fome, while the utter Impoflibility of Mov-
ing preferved others.

Therc were feventy-four Churches, beflrdes

h appels, and fourteen Monal lteries, with as many
atore H. fp tals and Infirmaties, which wayeinan
Inftant reduced to < ruinous Heap, and their im-
menfe Riches buried 1n the Earth,  But though
fcarce twventy Houfcs were left ftanding, yet 1t
does not appear that the Numter of the Dead
smounted to much more thin one thoufand one
hendred and forgy one Perfons, feventy of whom
were Patients in an Hofpital, who were buried
by th: Roof’s falling upon them as they lay in
their Beds; no Perfon being ablz to give them
any Affiftance.

Cailioy a Sea port Town, two Lesgues dif-
tant froin Lima, was {wallowed up by the Sea in
the fame Earthq_uuke... It vanithed out. of Jight

10
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in a Moment ; fo that not the lea? Sizht of 1t
now appears,

Some few Towers indeed, and the Strentth of
s “‘Ta'lls, for a Txme., mdured the whole Force
of the Earthquake : B.t fcarcely had its poor In-
habitants begun to recover their firft Frizht, which
the dreadfe] Ruin had occafioned, when fudlenly
the Sea began to {well, and rifing to a prodi:sious
Height, ruthed furicufly forward, and overflowed,
with fo vaft a Deluge of Water, its antient
Bounds, that foundering moft of the Ships which
were at Anchor in the Port, and hfung the reit
above the Height of the Wulls and Towers, it

drove them on, and left them on dry Ground far
beyond the Town. At the fame Thme it tore

up from the Foundations every thing thercin, of
Houfes and Build ngs, excepting the two (ates,
and here and there fome {mall Fra:ments of the
Walls themfelves, which, as Regifters of the Ca-
lamity, are {till to be feen among the Ruins and
the Waters 5 a dreadful Monumeat of what they
were |

In this raging Flood were drowned all the In-
habitants of the Place, about five thoufand Pcr-
fons. Such as could lay hold on any Pieces of Tim -
ber floated about for a conftderable Time; but
thofe Fraoments, for want of room, were conti-
nu.lly ftriking againdt each other,. and fo beat ol
thole who had clung to them.

About two Hundred, moftly Fifhermen and
Sailors, faved themfelves. "They deciared, that
the Waves in their Ketreat {urroun‘ed the
whole Town, without leaving any Nicans fur
Prefervation 5 and that in the Intervals, wiin
tie Violence of the Inundation was a little abated,

thcv
4
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they heard the moft mournful Cries and Shrieks
of thofe who perithed.  Thole likewile who were
on board the Shins, whico by the Elevation of the
Sea were carried quite over the Town, had the
Opportunity of efcaping,  Of twenty-three
Ships in the Port at the Time of the Earthquake,
four were ftranded, and all the reft foundered.
The few Perfons who faved themliclves upon
Planks, were feveral Times driven about, as far
as the Ifland of St. Lawrence, more than two
Leagues from the Port. At laft fome of them
were caft upon the Sea-fhore, othcrs upon the
Ifland, and {o were preferved.

In thefe Inftances we may behold and fee the
Works of the Lokp, and how terrible he is in

his Doings towards the Children of Men* ¢ In-
deed nothing can be fo affeting as this Judgment
of Earthquakes, when it comes unexpectedly, as
a Thief in the Night 3 When Hell enlar ges itfelf,
and opens her Mouth without Meafure 5 and their
Glory, and their Multitnde, and therr Pomp, and
ke that rejoiceth defeends into it +. When there
is ne Time to flee, or Method to efcape, or Pof-
fibility to refift ; when no Sanctuary or Refuge
remains; no Shelter is to be found in the higheft
Towers, or loweft Caverns; when the Earth
opens on a fudden, and-becomes the Grove of
whole Families, Streggs;-and Cities ; and effects
this in lefs Time than you are able to tell the
Story of it ; either fending out a Flood of 2V aters
to drown, or vomitung out Flames of Firc to
confume them ; or clofing again upon thee. that
they die by Suffocation or Famine, if not by the

# Phlm i &0 T v T4 |
1 Ruins
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Ruins of their own Dwelling.  When Parents
and Children, Hufbands and Wives, Mafters and
Scrvants, Nagiftrates, Minifters and People,
- without Diftinetion, 1n the mid{t of Heaith, and
Peace, and Bufinefls, are burizd in 2 common
Ruin, and pafs all together into the eternal
World ; and there is only the Difterence of a
few Hours, or Minutes, berween a famous City,
and none at all,

Now if War be a terrivle Evil, how much
more an Earthquake, which 1 the midit of Peace
brings a worfe Evil than the Extremity of War.
If a raging Peftilence be dreadful, which fwceps
away thoufands in a Day, and ten thoufinds in a
Night ; if a confuming Fire be an an amazing
Judgment, how much more aftonithing is this,
whereby- Houfes and Inhabitants, Towns and
Cities, and Countries, are all deftroyed at one
Stroke in a few Minutes ! Death 15 the only Pre-
fage of fuch a Judgment, without giving leifure
to prepare for another World, or Opportunity to
look for any Shelter i this,

For a Man to feel the Earth, which hangeth
upon nothing, (but as fome vaft Ball in the Midft
of a thin yielding Air) totter under him, muft fil}
him with fecret Fright and Confufion.  Hiftory
informs us of the fearful Eftects of Earthquakes
in all Ages, where you may fee Rocks torn i
Pieces, Mountains not caft down only, but re-
moved ; Hills raifed not out of Valleys only, but
out of Seas; Fires breaking out of Waters,
Stones and Cinders belched up, Rivers chansed,
Seas diflodged, .Earth openivg, Towns fwallowed
up, and many fuch-like hideous Lvents. o
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Of all Divine Animadverfions, there is none
more horrid, more inevitable than this, Fo;
where can we think to efcape Danger, if the moft
{olid Thing in all the World thakes? If that
which {uftains all other T'hings, threaten us with
finking under our Feet, what Sanctuary fhall
we find from an Evil that incompafles us about ?
And whither can we withdraw, if the Gulphs
which open themfelves, fhut up our Pafiages on
every Side !

With what Horror are Men flruck when they
hear the Earth groan, when her trembling (yc-
ceeds her Complaints, when Houfes are loofen’d
from their Foundations, when the Kocfs fall upon
their Heads, and the Pavement finks under their
Feet | What Hope, when Fear cannot be fenced
by Flight ! In other Evils there 1s fome Way to
efcape 3 but an Earthquake inclofes what it over-
throws, and wages War with whole Provinces ;
and fometimes leaves nothing behind 1t, to in-
form Pofterity of its Outrages ; more infolent
than Yire, which fpares Rocks ; more cruel than
the Conqueror, who leaves Walis 5 more greedy
than the Sea, which vomits up Shipwrecks; 1t
‘fwallows and devours whatfoever 1t overturns,
'I'be Sea itfelf is fubjelt to its inpire, and the
moft dangerous Storms are thofe occalioned by
Earthquakes.

I come in the third and laft Place, to give
you fome Dire&tions fuitable to the (Occafion,
And this is the more neadful, becaufe ve know
not how foon the late Larthqiake, w herewith
Gop sath vifised us, mav return, .or whether e
may not #nlarze, as well as repeat, its Commif-
fion, Qugce, yeatwice, hath the Lord warned

us,.
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us, that he is arifen to fhake ternibly the Earth,
Wherefore, 1. fear GOD, cven that Guo,
who can in 2 Moment caft both Body and dous
into Hell.  Enter into the Racky and hide th:e
in the Duft for fear of the Lord, and for tne
Gloiy of his Majefiv ¥ Ought we not all to cry
out, Great and marvellous ave thy Works, O
Lord GO D Alhisghty! who fhall not fear tice,

and glorify thy Name, for thy judgments are made
mantfefl I +

Gop {peaks to your Hearts as in fubterranean
Thunder. The Lord’s Voice crieth unzo the City,
e Hear the Rod, and who hath appornted it. 1
He commands you to take Notice of his Power
and Juftice. Come and fee! | while a frefh
Seal is opening.  Yea, come and fee the Works of
GOD, bhe is terrible 1n bis donzs towards the
Children of Men. §

When he makes the Mountains tremble, and
the Earth thake, fhall not our Hearts be moved ?
Fear ye not me, faith the Lovd, and will ye nst
tremble at my Prefence 2 % Will ye not fear me,
who can open the Windows of Heaven above, or
break up the Fountains of the great Deep below,
and.pour forth whole Floods of Vengeance when
I pleafe ! Who can rain upon the Wicked Suares,
Lire, and Brimftone, Storm anid Tempeft 5| or
kindle thofe Steams and Exhalations 1n the Bowels
and Caverns of the Earth, and make them force
thetr Way to the Deftruction of Towns, Cities,
and Countries! Who can thus fuddenly turn a

* Ifai, 1i. to. 4 Rev.iv.3,4. T Mic. vi.
3, 12, | Jer. v. 2z, § Pfal, x1. 7. * AL
mi0s 1. 6, 8, 4 Job. xxxvi. 22, 21.

fruitful



(18)

fruitful Land into a barren Wildernels ; an amaz-
ing Spectacle of Defolaticn and Ruin !

Shall a T-umpet be blzwvir in the City, and the
People 56t be afraid? Shall there be Evil in a
City, and the Lord bath not done 1t 2~——The Lion
hath roared 5 who will not frar 2 With GO D s
terrible Mayefly 5 Men do thevefore fear bim,
some do; and all onght, O that his Fear might
this Moment fall upon all you who hear thefe
Words, conftraining every one of you to cry out,
My Flefh trembleth for fear of thee, and I am
afraid of thy Fudgments 1§ O that all might
fee, now his Hand is lifted up, as in A&t to
ftrike, 1s ftretched out f4ill, and fhakes his Rod
over a guilty Land, a People fitted for Deftruc-
tion. For is not this the Nation to be vifited ?
And fhall 1 nat wifit for thefe Things, faith the
Lord, and fball nit my Soul be avenged on fuch a
Nation as this/* What but national Repen-
tance can prevent national Deftrution.

O confider this, ye that forget GO D, left be
pluck you away, and there be none to deliver you. +
That Iniquity may not be your Ruin, repent!
This is the fecond Advice I would offer you, or
rather the firft enforced upon you farther, and
explained, Fear Gob, 'and depart from Evil:
Repent, and bring forth Fruits meet for Repen-
tance : Break off your Sins this Moment, Wafh
ye, make you clean, put away the Evil of your
Doings from before mine Eyes, faith the Lord,
ceafe to do Ewrl, learn to do well. §

Except ye repent, ye fball all likew:fe perifp. |
Therefore now, [aith the Lord, (why is not willing
§ Plal. cxix, y20,  * Jer.v.g. + Pfal. c.
1 lai 1. 16, 17, i Luke xii. 3. .

any
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any fhould perifh) turn ye unto me with all your
Hearty, and with Fafting, and with IVeeping, and
with Mourning 5 and rent your Hearts, and not

your Garments, and turn wunfs the Lord your
GOD, for be 1s gracions and meveifuly flow to
Angery and of great Kinduefsy and repenteth him
of the Evel.  Who Fnoweth if be will veturn, and
repent, and leave a Bleffing behind him. §

- ##ho knoweth ¢ A queftion which fhould make
you tremble. Gob is weighing you in the Bal-
lance, and as it were conltdering whether to fave
or to deftroy. Say unto-the Children of Ifrael,
Ye are a fliff-necked People. ~ 1 wil] come up into
the midft of theey and confums thee 5 therefore now
put off thy Qrnaments from thee, that I may know
what to do unto thee.*

- Gop waits to fec what Effe& his Warnings
will have upon you. He paufes on the Point
of executing Judgment, and cries, How fhall [
grve thee up € + ory Why fhould ye be firicken any
more. 7 He hath no Pleafure in the Death of
him that dieth. He would not bring to pals his
firange Act, unlefs your obftinate Impenitence
compel him.,

Why will you die, O Houfe of Ifrael? Gob
warns you of the approaching Judgment, that
ye may take Warning and efcape it by timely
Repentance. He lifts up Ius Hand, and fhakes

it over you, that ye may fee 1t, and prevent the
Stroke. He tells you, Now 15 the Axe laid to the

" Root of the Tree, I therefore repent, bring forth
good Fruit, and ye fhall not be hewn down, and

.. § Exod, xxxiii, g, 6. * Hof. xi. 8. + 1fai,
L 5. I Ezek, xvii, 31, * Mauw, il 10.

caft
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caft into the Fire. QO do not defprfe the Riches
of bis Mercy, lut !et it lead you to Repentance,

Account that the Long fuffering of the Lord is Sal-
vatton.* Harden not your Hearts, but turn to
him that {mites you, or rather threatens to Imite,
that ye may turn and be fpared.

How flow is the Lord to Anger! How unwil-
ling to punifh ! By what le:furelv Steps does he
come to take Vengeance! How many lighter Af-
flitions before the final Blow |

dhould he beckon the Man on the red Horfe
to return, and fay, Sword, go through this Land,
can we complain he gave-us no Warning? Did
not the Sword firlt bereave abroad ! And did we
not then {ee it within our Borders ! Yet the mer-
ciful Gob faid, hitherto fhalt thou come, and no
further ; he ftopt the Invaders in the Midft of our
Land, and turn'd them back again, and deftroy’d
them.

Should he fend the Man on the paie Horle,
whofe Name is Death, and the Peftilence deftroy
thoufands and ten thoufands of us, can we deny

that frft he warned us by the raging Mortality
among our Cattle !

So if we provoke him to lay wafte our Earth,
and turn it uplide down, and overthrow us, as
he overthrew Sodem and Gamorrab, thall we not
hiave procured this unto ourflelves? Had we no
Reafon to expe& any fuch Calamity ¢ No pre-
vious Notice ! No Trembling of the Earth be-
fore it clave? No Shock before it opened its
Mouth? Did he fet no Examples of fo terrible a
Judgment before our Eyes ! Had we never heard
of the Deftrution of Famaica, or Gatama ¢ or

# 2 Pet. ui 13, '
that
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thit of Luma, which happened but Yefterday ?
If we perifh at laflt, we perifh- without Excufe ;

for what could have been done more to fave us?
Yes 3 thou haft now another Call to Repen-
tance, another Offer of Mercy, wholoever thou
art that hearcft thefe Words? In the Name of
the Lord Jefus, I warn thee once more, as a
Watchman over the Houfe of /frae/, to flee from
the Wrath to come. I put thee in Remembrance
(if thou haft {o {oon forgotten it) of the late aw-
ful Judgment, whereby Gop fhook thee over
the Mouth of Hell. Thy Body he probably
awoke by it, but did he awake thy Soul? The
Lord was in the Earthquake, and put a folemn
Queftion to thy Confcience, Art thou ready to
die? Is thy Peace made with Gop ! Was the
Earth jult now to open its Mouth, and {wallow
thee up, what would become of thee? Where
‘wouldft thou be? In Abraham’s Bofom, or lift-
ing up thine Eyes in Torment? Hadft thou pe-
rithed by the late Earthquake, wouldft thou not
have died in thy Sins, or rather gone down quick
into Hell ! Who prevented thy Damnation? It
was the Son of Gop ! O fall down, and wor-
fhip him! Give him the Glory of thy Delive-
rance, and devote the Refidue of thy Days to his

Service. |

‘This is the third Advice I would give you,
Repent and believe the Gofpel. Believe on the
Lord Jefus, and ye fhall yet be faved. Kifs
the Son, left he be angry, and ye perifh. Re-
pentance alone will profit you nothing 3 neither
do ye repent, unlefs ye confels with broken
Hearts the moft damnable of all your Sins,

your



(22)

your Unbelief, your having rejeted, or not ac-
cepted Jefus Chrift as your only Saviour. Nei-
ther ¢can ye repent unlefs he himfelf gives the
Power ; unlefs his Spirit convince you of Sin,
becaufe ye believe not in him.

"Till ye repent of your Unbelief, all your good
Defires and Promifes are vain, and will pafs
away as a Morning Cloud. The Vows which
ye make inthe T'ime of Trouble, ye will forget
“and break' as foon as the Trouble is over, and
the Danger patt.

But fhall ye efcape for your Wickednefs, fup-
pole the Earthquake fhould not return? Gou
will never want Ways and Means to punifh im-
penitent Sinners. He hath a thoufand other
Judgments in referve ; and if the Earth fhould
not open its Mouth, yet ye fhall furely at laft be
fwallowed up in the-bottomlefs Pit of Hell.

Wouldft theu yet efcape that eternal Death ?
Then receive the Sentence of Death in thy-
{elf, thou miferable felf-deftroy’d Sinner, Know
‘thy Want of living, faving, divine Faith. Groan
under thy Burden of Unbelief, and refule to be
comforted ’till thou hear him of his ewn Mouth
fay, Be of good Chear, thy Sins be forgiven
thee,

I cannot take it for granted, that all Men
have Faith, or fpeak to the Sinners of this Land
as to Believers in Jefus Chrift. For where are
the Fruits of Faith? Faith worketh by Love:
Faith overcometh the World: Faith purifieth
the Heart : Faith, in the fmalleft Meafure, re-
moveth Mountains. If thou canft believe, all
Things are poffible to thee. If thou.art juftified
by Faith, thou haft Peace with Gop, and re-

joiceft in hope of his glerious Appearing, "
¢
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He that believeth -hath the Witnefls ia himfelf s
hath the Earpeft of Heaven in his Heart, hath
Love ftronger than Death, Death to a Believer
has Joft its Sting; therefore will he not fear,
though the Earth be removed, and though the Moun-
tains be carried into the Midft of the Sea®.
For he knows in whom he has believed, and that
neither Life nor Death fhall beable to feparate
him from the Love of Gop, which is in Chriff
Fefus his Lord, -

Do'ft thou /2 believe ! Prove thy own felf by *-
the infallible Word of Gop. If thou haft not
the Fruits, Effe&ls, or infeparable Properties of
Faith, thou haft not Faith., Come, then, to the
Author and Finifher of ¥auh, confefling thy Sins,
and the Root of all thy Unbelief, till he forgive
thee thy dins, and cleanfe thee from all Unrighte-
oufnefs. Come to the Friend of Sinners, weary,
and heavy laden, and he will give thee Pardon.
Caft thy poor defperate Soul on his dying Love.
Enter into the Rock~—the Ark---the City of Re-
fuge. Afk, and thou fhalt receive Faith and
Forgivenefs together. He waited to be gracious.
He hath fpared thee for this very thing, that thine
Eyes might fee his Salvation.  Whatever Judg-
ments come in thefe latter Days, yet whofoever
fhall call on the Name of the Lord 7sfus, fhall
be delivered.

Call upon Him now, O Sinner, and continue
inftant in Prayer, til he anfwer thee in Peace
and Power. Wreftle for the Bleifing. Thy
Life, thy Soul is at Stake, Cry mightily unto

him---Fefus, thou Son of Dauid, have Mercy

% Plalm xlvi. 2.

upon.

K>
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upon me. (Gop be merciful unto me a Sinner.
Lord help me. Help my Unbelief. Save, or I
perith. Sprinkle my troubled Heart. Wath me
-throughly in the Fountain of thy Blood : Guide
me by thy dpirit: Sanctify me throughout, and
receive me up into Glory,

New to Gop the Father, &c.




