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greaching. At length peace was reftored ; and the
next time Mr. ng)’ vilited that Cfty, he preached
without difturbance. A large Preaching-houfle was
foon after built, in which the peogle quietly affembled.

There are few places, where religion has prof-
pered more than in Cork.  Beang reviled for the name
of Chrif, the Spurit of glory and of God has refled wpon
themi : and many have been the living and dying wit-
nefles of the power of true rehgion. The principal
inhabitants have been long convinced of the folly and
wickednels of the authors and encouragers of thofe
perfecutions : and on a late vifrt, the Mayor invited
Mr. Wefley to the Marifion-houlfe, and feemed to con-
fider his company as an honour.

Several circuits were now formed. The Preachers
who came over with Mr. Wefley from time to time,
vifited the Societies regularly, and preached in new
places, as the way was opened for them. Several
Preachers were alfo raifed up among the mnatives:
men, who, after they had found acceptance with God
themfelves, and feen the deplorable ftate of the people
around them, had no reft till they declared the way
of alvation: Some of thele had been Romanifts, and
lor many years depended for {alvation on the pagean-
try and forms, uled by men as wicked as themfelves.
Thefe were as flames of fire, when they found the
new and lioing way of faith m Chrift, and love to God
and man. They laboured and fuffered, if by any
means they might fave fouls from death.

The late Mr. Thomas Wal/k was an eminent inftance

of this kind. His converfion was conipicuous; his
C c 2 communion
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communion with God was deep and folid, ang s
labours and fufferings remarkable.  We doyht not,
but a fhort extract from the Journal of this mg of
God will be acceptable to our readers, efpecially
as it clearly fhews what the Preachers of that day had
to encounter, in teftifying the golpel of the grace of
(od.

* Thurl{day, January 4. t750. With much weak
nels of body, I preached this morning, and {oon after
{et out for Roeferea. About a mile from the town
I met a Jarge company, armed wrth elubs. Seventy-
eight men were {worn upon the occafron. At the
firft frght of them, I was a little daunted ; but I prayed
to the Lord for direClion, and was {trengthened. They
compelled me to alight, faying, they would bunga
AMinifter of the Church of England and a Romfl
Pricft to talk with me. 1 let them know I contended
with no man concerning opinions, not preached
acainlt any particular church, but againft fin and
wickednels in all. 1 faid, {uppofimg three perions
among you of different denominations; it may bei
Churchman, a Quaker, and a Romanilt, fitting down
and drinking to cxcefs, begin to difpute, each afhrm
mg, that his was the beft religion: where 1s the re-
ligion of all thefe men ? Surely they are without any,
unlels it be that of Belial. They are of thex fatl}ﬁr
the devil, whilp his works they do. And if they hve
and dic in this condition, hell muft be thE%r ﬁterfml
portion. This they could not gamfay.

““ After fome further difcourle on the defign of 1y

coming to preach the gofpel to them, and 3PPealmt§
. .
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1o themlelves concerming the neceflity of it, their rage
cemed a little abated. They then told me, they
would "let me go, on condition that I would fwear
never more to come to Rofcrea.  But when I re-
folutely refufed this, they confulted on rougher
mealures ; and after much debate, were determined:
to put me into a well, which they had prepared for
that purpole. They hurried me away into the town,
where I was {urrounded, as by fo many human
wolves. They held a confultation again, and re-
folved either to make me {wear, that I would never
more come thither, or élfe to put me into the welil.
But I refufed either to {wear or promife. Some then
cried vehemently that I fhould go into the water, but
others contraditted, and as pofitively faid I fhould
pot.

“« After fome time, the Parifh-Minifter came, who
behaved well, and defired I might be fet at liberty.
They confented, provided I would go out of town
immediatcly. From an inn, where they confined
me, they brousht me out into the ftreet, and 1t being
market-day, I began to preach to the people. But
feizing e by the coat, they hurried me before them
out of town., At length I got on horfeback, and
taking off my hat, I prayed for them {fome con-
fiderable time. I then called upon them 1n the name
of God, for Chrift’s {ake, to repent; and told them,
as to myfelf, m the caule of God, I feared neither
devils nor men ; that to do their fouls good was my
lole motive of coming among them, and that, it God

Cc3 permiited,
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permitted, they might put me mto the well, o even
fione me ; that be it how it would, I was content.

«« 1 came off from them at length in peace of ¢op,
fcience and ferenity of mind.  From the firlt ¢ ¢,
laft, I was not the lealt difturbed, nor felt anger o
malice towards them. O God, 1t 1s Thou alone thy
haft wrought this deliverance for me, in reftraining
the malice of men and devils, not {fuffering them tq
hurt me, when they rofe up againft me. Therefore
with angels, and archangels, 1 laud and magnify thy
holy name, thy tender mercy and paternal affection
towards mg, O holy Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft.”

Mr. Waulfk preached with great fuccels in many
parts of Ireland and England. DBut his foul chiefly
mourned over the poor ignorant people of that com.
munion which he had renounced. For their fakes he
often preached in Irifh, which he perfettly under-
ftood: and many of them were thereby turned toGod,
But, as one obferves, his {foul was too large for his body.
At the age of twenty-eight, he died an old, old
man, being worn out by his great and uninterrupted
lahours. j

The work of God had hitherto extended only to
the three Southern provinges : it now began alfo m
Ulfler. Tue people of this province are moftly mem-
bers of the Eftablithment, or Proteftant Diflenters. And
they are well employed. The I.inen-manufature
has given a {pur to induftry, which has been ex-
ceeding fﬂ.n,ndly to the progrefls of rehgion. In {ome
parts of this province, the Romanifls are numerous;

but il t‘m} pear a [mall propmtion to the bulk Ef
2 b
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the inhabitants. Here the word of the Lord has had
indeed free courle, and 1s glorified. Mr. Wefley al-
ways vifited this part of the kingdom with peculiar
plealure. The poorelt of the people receive the truth
with all readinefs of mind: and many of them are
yich in_faith, and heirs of the kingdom.

The circuits were now regularly fupplied. The
fame dilcipline was oblerved 1n all the Societies, and
Mr. We/ley beganto hold Conferences with the Preachers,
as with thole in England. By this means the work of
religion was greatly forwarded. Loveto God and Jove
to man abounded more and more ; and thofe who be-
fore were either deplorably ignorant and wicked, or
relted 1n the form of godhinefs, now wor/hipped God 15
the [pirit, vejoiced in Chrift Fefus, and had no confidence
m the flzfh.

The great revival which began in London, about the
year 1760, and {pread through moft parts of England,
was known alfo in thiskingdom. In many placesihe
Spirit of God mightily attended the preaching ot 11%.":
word and prayer. In Dublin, in the year 1,02,
gvery ordinance the Lord did indeed gtve

- * » . % )
“ O’erwhelming howers ot faving grace.

Many wha for years had known the glague of thetr 0Ton
heart, now walked in uninterrupted righteoufnefs, peace
and joy; praying without ceafing, and in every ithing

gwmg zfﬁgni:g
In fome yefpedls, Mr. Wefley preferred the work
in Dublin, even.to that in London. ¢ Firit,” fays he,
“It is far greater, in proportion to the time, and to the
Cc 4 nubey



292 THE LIFE OF MR. WESLFEY.

number of people. That Society had ahove leven
and twenty hundred members : this, not a fifth paﬁ
of the number.  Six months after the flame broke out
there, we had about thirty witnefles of the great fl-
vation. In Dublir there were above forty, in lefs thap
four months. Secondly, the work was more pure.
In ali this time, there were none of them headﬂrong
or unadvifable, none that were wifler than thely
teachers : none who dreamed of being immortal, or in.
fallibly incapable of temptation : in fhort, there were
no whimfical or enthufiaftic perfons. All were calm,
and {ober-minded.”

Thofe who have travelled through Ireland, need
not be informed, how difhicult of accels many parts
of that kingdom are, efpecially in the province of
Ulfier. But the love of God and man forces its way
through every difhiculty. In villages and {cattered
cottages, furrounded with meuntains or bogs, and
out of all road, pure religion and undefiled has
diffufed her checring rays, gladdening the wildernels,
¥t may be truly {aid, '

“ Hark! the waftes have found a voice;
Lonely deferts now rejoice.”

Many of the pooreft of the people are now fo wellin-
ftructed in the Holy Scripturcs, that they need not
be alhamed to give an account of the hope that 15 11
them, before the moft plous and Jearned of the
nation !

A remarkable
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A remarkable providence fometimes attended the
efforts of the Preachers to introduce the Golpel into
thofe faftnelles, Abaout the year 1768, Fohn Smish,
2 zealous Preacher, who had been himielf reclaimed
from great wickednels, was preffed in [pirit to go and
pre:z::h at Glenarm, a {mall place furrounded with
mountains, on the fea-fhore oppofite the North of
Scotland.  Near this town he overtook a young lady
riding behind a {ervant; and on her faying, it was
a very wicked place, he afked, “ Are there no cood
men there ?” She {aid, * Yes, there 15 one Willjam
Hunter.” He rcde into the town, and inquired for
William Hunier’s houle. When he came to the door,
a young woman was fweeping the houfe. He afked
her name, and being anflwered,  Beily Hunter,”
alighted, and {aid, ¢ Betéy take my horfe to an inn,
and tell every one you meet, A gentieman at our houle
has good news to tell you at {even o'clock.” At feven
the houfe was well filled. 7oin preached to them
twice a day, for nine days. A Society was then
formed which continues to this day. When he took
his leave, he had only three pence: however, he afked
the landlady, < What am I to pay {or my horle "
“Nothing, Sir,” faid the woman : “ A gentleman has
paid all ; and will do fo, if you flay a month.”

At other times, they {uffered {everely in thole at-
ierﬁpts. Very thortly after the above event, Mr. Fohn
McBurney, another Preacher, was invited to preach at
aMr. Perry’s, within a few miles of Enniflatlen. He ac-
cordingly went there. In the evening, whiie the congre-
gation was ﬁnglng a h}?mn, a largc mob belet the houle,

Six
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Six of thefe rufhed in, armed with clubs, and imp,
diately fell upon the people.  DBut many of them
joining together, thrufl the rioters out, and fhyt and
Faltened the door. On this they broke EVETy pane of
glafs in tne windows, and threw 1n a large Guantity
of Qones. They then broke mto tize houle through
a weak pait of the wall, and hauiing out both mey
and women, beat them without merey.  Soon atter,
they dragged out Mr. McBurzey, whom they inﬂantly
knocked down. They continuzed beating him on the
head and brealt, while Lie lay {enfelels on the ground,
Yet after a while, coming a little to bimf{eit, he got up;
but not being quite fcnlible, ftaggercd, and fell again,
Then one of them {et his foot upon his face, {wear-
ing, “ he would tread the Holy Gholt out of him”
Another ran his ftick into his mouth. As [oonas he
could fpeak, he {ad, “ May God forg ve you; [ do.”
‘They then fet him on his horle, and one of the
ruffians got up behind him, and forced him te gallop
down the rocky mountain to the town. There they
kept him, till a geatleman took him out of their hands,
and entertamud and lodged him in the moft holpi-
table manner. But his bruifes, on the head and
breaft in particular, would not fuffer him to fleep.
After lingering a few years, he died at Ciones, in con-
fequence of this treatment, He preached almoft to
the laft week of his life, and went to his reward, re-
jeicing m God his Saviour,

A few months after this good man had been thus
{cvercly treated, a furious mob way-laid Mr. Wefley

within a few miles of the {ame place, One of his
horles
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horfes wanting a thoe, he went forward to Ennifleilicn,
accompanied by two friends.  The mob, in the mean
time, attacked the chaile, beat in the panuels with
ftones, and almolt covered it with dirt and morter.,
When he entered the town, a large party encountered
him: but many {oldiers in the ftreet, accoiling him
refpe&fully, the mob fhrunk back, and he pailed
through unhurt.

The moit dangerous 1llnels which Mr. Wefley ever
had, previous to that which removed him to a better
world, wasin this kingdom, 1n the fummer of 1775

On June 13th. he found himlelf indifpofed in the
morning, but fuppoled it would foon go off. In the
afternoon, the weather being extremely hot, he lay
down on the grals 1n Mr. Loct’s orchard at Cocknill,
This he had been accullomed to do for forty years,
and never remembered to have been hurt by it. Only
he never before lay on his face, in which polture he
fell afleep. He waked a little, and but a littie out of
order, and preached with eafe to a multitude of peo-
ple. Afterwards he was much worfe. However, the
next day he went on a few miules, to the Grange. The
table was placed there in fuch a manner, that all the
time he was preaching, a firong and fharp wind
blewfull on the left fide of his head. And it was
not without great difficuity, that he concluded his
lermon. He now found a deep obitiuction in his
breaft . and his pulfe was e};ceeding weak and low.
He fhivered with cold, (though the air was [ultry hot,)
pnly now and then burning for a tew minutes. e
went carly to bed, drank 2 draught of treacle and

| water,
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water, and applied treacle to the {oles of his feet, Yo .
Jay till feven on Thurlday 15th, and felt coniider;,
bly better. But he found necarly the fame obltruGiop
in his breaft, with a low, wecak pulle. He burned
and fhivered by turns, aund b he ventured to cough,
it jarred his head exceedingly.  Ingoing on to Derry
Anvtl, he found he could not attend to what he Was
reading. not even for three minutes togetner; his
thoughts were perpetually thifung.  Yet all the time
he was preaching in the cvemng. (although he food
in the open air, with the wind whililing round his
head) his mind was as compolcd asever. Iriday 16th
in going to Lurgan, he was again unable to fix his
attention on what he read : yet while he was preach.
ing in the evening on the parade, he found his mind
pertectly compoled, though it rained a great part of
the time.  Saturday 17th, he was perfuaded to fend
for Dr. Laws, a lenfible and [kilful phyfician, The
Dottor told him, “ He was 1n a high fever, and ad-
But he anfwered, ¢ That could
not be done ; as he had appointed to preach at {eve-

3

vifed him to lie by’

ral places, and muflt preach as long as he could
{peak.” The phyfician then preferibed a. cooling
draught, with a grain or two of camphire, as his nerves
were univerfally agitated.  This he took with him ta
Tandragee :  Lut when he came there, he was not
able to preach; his underflanding being quite con-
fuled, and his ltrength entirely gonc. Vet he breathed
frecly, and had not the leaft thirft, nor any Pai!} from

head to foot,
2
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He was now at a Iull fland whether toaim at Lifburn,
or to pufh forward for Dublin? But his friends doubt-
ing whether he could bear {o long a joumey, he
wert to Deryy-Aghy, a gentleman’s {feat on the fide of
a hill, two mules beyond Lifburn. Here nature funk,
and he took to his bed: but he eould no more turn
himielf therein, than a new-born child, His memory
failed as well as his firength, and in a great mealure
his underitanding. Only thofe words ran in his mind,
when he faw Mils Gayer on one fide of the bed, look-
ing at her mother on the other;

.

““ She fat, like patience on & monument,

¢ Smiling at grlef.”

But {till he had no thirlt, no difficulty of breathing,
no pain from head to toot.

He could give no account of what followed for
two or three days, being more dead than alive. Only
he remembered it was difficult for him to {peak, his
throat being exceedingly dry. DBut Mr. Fofeph Brad-
ford obferves, that he faid on the Wednelday, “It
will be determined before this time to-morrow ;7 that
his tongue was much {woln, and as black as a coal;
that he was convuifed all over; and that for fomé
time his heart did not beat perceptibly, neither was
any pulle difcernible.

In the night of Thurfday, the z2d, Mr. Bradford
came to him with 4 cup, and faid,  Sir, you muit
take this.” He thought, < Iwill, it I can fwallow,

to pleafe him : for it wild do me neither harm nor
good,”
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good.” He took 1t, and foon after began to VOmit ¢
his heart began to beat, and his pulie to play agaiﬁt~
And from that hour, the extremity of the fymptoms
abated. The next day, he fat up feveral heurs, angd
walked four or five times acrofs the room. On
Saturday, he fat up all day, and walked acrofs the
room many times, without any wearinefs. Qg §y.
day, he came down ftairs, and fat {everal hours in the
patlour.  On Monday, he walked out before the
houfe : on Tuelday, be took an airing in the chaife:
and on Wednefday, trufting 1n God, to the afltonifh.
ment of his friends, he {et out for Dublin,

It is worthy of note, that during the extremity of
his illnefs, while many thoufands in the threq king-
doms were praying for his recovery, two of the
Preachers, one near the place where he lay, the other
in the county of Kent 1n England, while praymg for
him, had thofe words, {poken originally of Hezekial,
(Ifaiah xxxviii. 5.) imprefled upon their minds with
remarkablce force, ¢ I will add unto his daps fifieen
years.”  After this, he lived hfteen years and a few
months.

In the year 1783, that blefled man, the late Rev.
Mr. Iletcher, vifited Dublin.  He was indeed one of

- . r y
‘“ The heav’n-born race of Priefts and Kings.

His preaching was (to ufe St, Peler’s words) with the
Holy Ghoft [ent dewn from heaven. His converfation
was that of a Seraph. And his whole hite was fuch a
living picture of the truths he taught, that his name

ts il sniong  that people as ointment Poured

forth.
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forth, A revival began under his miniftry, which
has lafted to this day. The Preachers who fucceeded,’
as well as thole who were cotemporary with him,
were lively, zealous men, and firi€t in difcipline,
The conlequence was, that the Society increafed, til]
it became double what it ever was before: and many
experienced the glorious liberty of the children of
God. Mr. Wefley greatly rejoiced over them in his
two laft vifits to Ireland ; and often declared that he
found a refl in that city, which he never did before,
Indeed the whole kingdom began to pronounce him
bleffed. Many Clergymen, fome of whom were
eminent in the literary world, invited him to theiy
houfes and churches, and {cemed to look upon them-
felves as honoured by his company. The general
voice appeared to be, He hath done all things well !
There were however a few jarring firings. A pert
young man, who had been lome years before a
member of one of the Societies in York/lure, and was
afterwards ordained in the Church of England, of-
fictlated at this time in Dublin, in a Chapel licenfed
under the Toleration-Aft. This diflenting High-Church-
man attacked him in the public papers on account of
his wrregularity, and did his utmoft to tread his hoary
honours in the duft. Mr. Wefley wrote a fhort an-
fwer; but did not think it proper to continue the
Controver{y with {uch an opponent. In a letter to a
friend, he mentioned ¢ the obloquy which was caft
upon him,” but adds, * Reputation is nothing to me :

[ {erye God.”
However

%
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However painful the Plulippics of this J0ung gy
werc to his friends, they were difregarded by thig

aged fervant of Chrift. e rejoiced greatly in the
fuccels of his labours. e {aw religion profper, ang
hold on its happy courle throughout the land, He
{at in his circle of {riends, who were as his owp foul
in the Jaft Conterence which Lie held in Duplin, ang
delightfully called to min! the fuimer days. He might
fay on this occafion allo,

“* () the fathomliiis fove,
‘That has deign’d to approve
And profver the work of my hands!
With iy paftoral crook

I went over the brook,

And behold! I am {pread mto bands !”

¢ I had much fatisfaction,” {ays he, “in this Con-
ference ; 1n which converfing with between forty and
fifty travelling Preachers, I found fuch a body of
men, as I hardly believed could have beert brought
together in Ireland : men of {o found experience; fo
deep piety, and fo ftrong uriderftariding, that I am
convinced, they are no way inferior to the Englift
Conference, except it be in number.”

A few days after this, (in July 1789,) he took a
folemn farewel of thefe his fons in the Gofpel, expedt-
ing to fee them no more, (ill they thould meet 1 the
paradife of God.

CHAP
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C H A P. I

Of the progrefs of Chriflianity in Scotland from its furft
rife to the year 1751. And of the labowrs of Mr. W gs-
LEY, and thofe in conneltion with him, in that kingdom,

and in the Brityfh Ifles : and of his vifits to Holland.
S ECTTION L

EDE, as well as all the ancient Hiftoriagraphers
of Scotland, and indecd mofl of the writers
on the {ubjett, unite 1n {entiment, that fome of the
difciples of St. Fohn the Apofile, who fled from the
perfecutions which raged throughout the Roman Lm-
pire under the reign of Domitizan, were the firlt planters
of chriftianity 1n Scotland. Our holy religion did not
receive a proper eftablithment in that kingdom till the
beginning of the third century. About the year 201,
Donald the firft, King of Scotland, with his Quéen and
everal of his nobles, was publicly bantized by the
Chrifian Miffionaries : from which time chriftinnit
might be f{aid in fome fenfe to be the national y
higion. Its extenfion was further promoted by various
emigrations {rom South Britain,during the nerfecutions
of the Roman Fmperors, Aurclius and Dioclefran: and
at this period 1t recetved a legal eflablilhment.

The dircétion of religious matters was at this ®ra
placed in the hands of a number of picus mcn, {{ome
of whom were men of great erudition,) who bore the
appellation of Culdees, quafe Cultores Der, {ays Buchanan,
(as being worfhippers of God.) Thele Culiees appear to

D d i
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have been the firk Chriltian Mmifters ig Scotlasg
that proceeded on a fixed, regular and extenfive plap.
and under their influence, we have reafon tg believe,
vital religion flourifhed. But the accounts tranfmiteg
down to us concerning them are 1n general {o Imper-
fe&, that we can enter nto no particular detail, o
form any exaft conclufion, concerning the flate of
inward religion,  They were governed by Bithops or
Overfeers, whom they chofe out of their own body,
but whom they invelted with no pre-eminence of rank,

From what has been obferved, it appears, that
chriftianity was introduced, planted and nourithedin
Scotland in perfect independence of the See of Rome.
In this manner it took root and flourifhed m all its
native fimplicity tll the fifth Cen£ury_. when the Bifhop
of Rome fent over a Prieft, whofe name was Palladus,
in order to introduce all the peculiarities of tha
church into that kingdom. Palladius prevailed ; and
in a fhort time the whole nation was brought into fub:
jeQtion to the See of Rome. The {piritual darknels
which then overfpread Chriftendom, covered allo
Scotland. But it muft be acknowledged, thatthe Scotcl
nation did never yield that perfectly blind obedrenct
to the Pope, which fo infamoufly difgraced moltd
the other nations of Europe.

The Culdees remained a diftin& order, and pfﬁfﬁ“’e‘i
their independence, even to the fourteenth cenft}
But the Church of Rume, according to the [pirit of 18
religion, continually harralled and oppreffed then
till, under the reign of Robert Bruce, they beca
extindl, y
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It is rcmarkable, that when Popery triumphed in
Scotland over every oppofition by the extinction of
the order of the Culdees; at the very fame time a
powerful oppolition was raifed in England againft the
errors of that corrupt religion by Fohn Wickliffe, the
forcrunner 1n the work of reformation to Fohn Hufs
and Ferome ol Prague, as they were to Martin Luther
and fohn Calvin.

When the light broke forth with fuch power in
England, under thofe eminent inftruments of good,
thofe great detenders of the truth, Cranmer, Latimer,
and their fellow-labourers: and when the arts and
fciences began to lift up their languid heads out of
the dungeons of ignorance and {uperfiition, Scotland
began to inquire after truth, The reformation {rom
Popery in that kingdom, began in the reign of Fames
the fifth. During the reign of his daughter Mary it
gained confiderable firength: till at laft the grace and
providence of God raifed up that great Reformer .
John Knox, that Apoftle of Scotland, who completed
the glorious work, and overturned the wheole fabnck
of fluperftition,

He overturned it eniirely, in relpeCt to its external -
form, though fiill the remains of it were not incon-
fiderable.  Much pure religion was undoubtedly to
be found at this time in Scotland. But foon the {pirit
of the world, that grand Antichnit, that myftery of
iniquity, began to work. Politics were more and
more mixed with Chriftianity. This {pirit raged with
great violence, during the reign of the unfortunate

Mary, and more particulaﬂy whilft Fames the baftard
| Ddoe was
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was Regent of Scotland.  Divine Providence (aw it |
and fuffered one of the fevereft perfecutions to fy
on that church, that Britain ever knew, if we confider
its extent, and the numerous objcéts that felt it 0p-
preilive power.

We fhould be carried far beyond the limits of oy
prefent work. if we entered 1nte a detail of the caufes
of that dreadful perlecution, which raged in Scotlond
under the reign of Charles the fecond.  Innumerable
perfons were put to death in various ways. Many
were fhot.  Many were faflencd to the fea-thore be-
low the high water mark, till the tide came up and
drowned them. Many holy Minifters had thetr legs
broke to pieces 1n the boot, an engine made of iron,
which by thie means of fcrews was sradually com.
preffed, till the whole leg was entively cruthed and
deftroyed. Several of thefe, 1t muft be acknow-
ledged, {uffered, becaufe they would not fubmit to
the new Epifcopacy, which Charles endeavoured to
eltablifh.  But multitudes endured excruciating tor-
mncnts, and death i:felf, for the caufe of real piety. The
futterings of the Puntans in England were hittle in com-
parifon to thefe. Put we refer our readers fora full ac-
count of them, to a colleftion of authentic records on
the fubjett, in two volumes folio, publifhed by the
Rev. Robert Wodrow, and entitled « 2 Hiftory of the
fufferings of the Church of Scotland.”

Nor fhould we here forget that eminent and holy
man, of the Epiflcopal party, Dr. Leighton, Archbifhop
of Glafgow. Hewasa burning and u fhanng light. It

all the Bifkops in that kingdom had been like to hm,
.2 | Scotland
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Soatland would have known nothing of perfecution;
and it 1s very probable, Iove would have effeCted,
what {orce was not able to perform.

The perlecation anfwered the gracious delign of
Providence.  The church ot Scetland became a glory
among the churches, yea, ¢ the glory of Chiiit.”
She was indeed ¢ like filver feven times purified in
the furnace.”

Soon after this, the Prince of Orange, that friend of
mankind, afcended the Briti/fi throne.  Liberty of
conictence was tnen umverfally granted through the
[land. But, alas! no {ooner was the rod removed,
than fukewarmnels on the one hand, and mnhdelity on
the other, began to prevail in Scotland ; and have con-
ttnued to increale even to the preient day. So that
little, very little, of the true power of godiinels 1s now
tobe found 1n that kingdom.  Thole who retain the
lentiments of the reformed church, do. in general
regard opintons, not only more than experimental
religion, but even more than common mom]i%yﬁ
While a very coniiderable part, yea, we Lave reafon
to fear, the majority of the General Church Affem~ iy
of the nation, huve more or lels embraced the drign or
Socinian {yitem.

We write thus, not as 1if the labours of Mr. We/ley,
and of the Preachers in conneftionwith hum, have been
In vain even 1n Scotland.  Nuambers have experienced
converting grace by the inflrumentality of their
minltry 1 and many of thele, we doubt not, are
already fafely lodged in Aoraham’s bofom. We may allo
oblerve that, in the whole kingdom of Scotland, there

Ddg were
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were {everal zealous minifters who defired nothing
upon earth fo much as the converfion of {ouls, and
many private perfons who experienced the real power
of religion, when Mr. We/ley firft vifited that country
and that there are {everal fuch f{lill, who have not,
and never had, any connettion with his Societies,
Some of thefe received Mr. Wefley with open arms,
particularly the late truly pious Dr. Gillics of Glajgow.
But we halten to the hiftory which more particularly
concerns us.

SECTION IL

N the month of Aprid 1751, Mr. Weflev firlt vifited
Scotland, accompanied by Mr. Chriftopher Hopper.
Colonel Galatin, then 1n quarters at Mu/felborough near
Edinburgh, had prefied him to pay him a vifit. M.
Wefley having mentioned this to Mr, Whicfild, he
rephed, “ Yeu have no bufinefs there: for your
principles are {o well known, that if you poke like
an angel, none would hear you. And if they did,
you would nave notiing to do but to di/puic with one
and another from morning to night.” He anfwered, .
““ It God fends me, people will hear, And I will give
them no provocation to difpute : for I will ftudioufly
avoid controverted points, and keep to the funda-
mental truths of chriftianity., And if any fhill begm
to difpute, they may: but I will not difpute with

them.”
He
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He went. Hundreds and thoufands flocked to hear:
and he was enabled to keep his word. He avoided
whatever might engender {infe, and infifted upon the
erand points, the religion of the heart, and falvation
by faith, at all times, and 1n all places. And by this
means, he cut off all occahion of dilpute. |

At Muffclborough elpecially e was kindly received.
Whereas in the kuk (as Mrs. Galatin informed him)
there ufed to be lauchingand talking, and all the marks
of the grofleft nattention : it was far otherwifé in the
{chool-room, where he preached. The people re-
mained as {tatues from the beginning of the {ermon to
the end. e ufed great plainnefs of {peech toward
them ; and they all received 1t 1n love: {o that the
prejudice which the devil had been {feveral years
planting, was torn up by the rcots in one hour.
After preaching, cne of the bailiffs of the town, with
one of the elders of the kirk, came to him, and begged,
“ he would ftay with them a while, 1f it were but two
or three days, and they would fit up afar larger place
than the {chool, and prepare feats for the congrega-
tion.” But his time was fxed. All therefore he
could now do, was to give them a promife that Mr.
Hopper fhould come back the next week, and fpend a
few days with them. Mr. Aopper did accordingly re-
turn at the time appointed, and preached morningand
evening to large congregations, who heard with the
greate{t attention.

In Aprl 1753, Mr. Wefley again vifited Scotland.
He now entered it on the fide of Dumfries. In pafling
the fands which lie between Bongs and that town, the

Dd 4 Innkeeper
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Illnkﬂeper who guided him, alked with rrreatﬁmp ICIty

“ How much a year he got by preaching thus Thz;
.;-.-dve }u an opﬂmtum*v OFL T) almnfr {0 hls gulde
h at kind of gain, to which he fecined an utter {tranger,
He appeared to be quite amazed, and fpoke not gpe
word gcod or bad till he took his leave,

\Vhﬁn he arnived at szafrr.:"w that excellent man
Dr. Gillzes recerved Lhim i a truly chyiflian Ipirit; and
invited himn to preach 1 s church.  Upon this My,
Wefley veunarks, © Surely with God Noing 15 im.
politbie I Who would have believed five and twenty
years ago, cither that the nuntfier would have defired
it, or that [ fhouid have confented to preach in a Seolch
Kirz I” He preached alfo at the prifon; and then re.
turned by Edinburch and Tranent to England. Not
long after, Mr. Fardrede, Mintlter of Baihgate in
Scoiland, the twin-foul of Dir. G/ilies. prt‘:achcd at Mr,
Wejiey's chapel 1 Newcoflle, to the no {inall amaze-
ment and difplealure of {ome of his zealous country-
men. Some tine after this, Mr. 1/ley received from
Dr. Gullies the following account of the death of that
excclient man :

“Mr. urdreope died 1ol nizht. Fe was {eized on Sab-
bath laft, juit as he was going to the Kirk, with a moft
violent cholic, which terminated in a mortification of
his bowels.  Tae circumftances of his death are wor
thy to be recorded. With what plealure did he receive
tne meilage, and depart in all the triumph of a con-
queror ! Crying out, * My war/are is dcw??”ﬁ!ﬂfd I
have fought the good fight : my viiory 1s comprffﬁ'd
Crowns of grace fhall adorn this head (taking off his

cap)
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c2p) and palms be put into thele hands.  Yet a listle
while, and 1 {hall fing forever. [ know that my Re-
deemer Lroeth.”  VWhen he was within a few moments
of his laft, he gave me his hand, and a little after {aid,
“ Now le!tefl thou thy fervant depart in peace ; for mine
eyes have fren thy falvalisn.”  Were 1 to repeat half
what he [poke, 1 fhould write you three nours. It
fhall fuffrce at this time to fay, that as he has hived the
hife, {o he dicd the death of a Chnflian. We weep
not for him ; we weep for ourleives. I wifh we may
know how toimprove this awful judgment, fo as to
be alfo ready, not knowing when our Lord cometh.”
Mr., Adams, muinilter of Falkirk, wrote thus: ¢ On
Friday night, about ten, I witnelied Mr. Wardrobe of
Baihgate's entrance into the joy of his Lord. But ah!
Who can help mourning the lols to the church of
Chrift ? His amiable character gave him a diftinguifhed
weight and influence ; which his Lord had given him
to value, only for its fubferviency to his honour and
glory. He was fuddenly taken 1l on the laft Lord’s-
day, and from the firl moment believed 1t was for
death. I went to fee him on Thur{day evening, and
heard fome of the livelielt expreflions of triumphant
taith, and of zeal for the glory of Chriit and the fal-
vation of {ouls, mixed with the moft amiable humility
and modefty., Yet a liitle while, {a1d he, and this mortal
Shall put on vmmorialicy.  Mortality fhall be fumllowed up
of life: thes vile body fafhioned Like to his glorious body !
O for the widdory ! 1 fhall get the wvilfory. I know in
whom I have believed, 'Then witn a remarkable audible
voice, lifting up his hands he cried out, O fora draught

of
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of the well of the waler of ife, thal I'may begin 1], Jong
before I go off to ihe church triumphant! I go Forth in

thy name, maktiing mention of iy righicoufuefs, even thine
only. [ dieal the feet of mercy.  Then ﬁretching out
his arms, he put his hand upon his head, and with
the mofl ferene, fteady, and majetbic eye I ever faw,
looking upwards, he lard, Crowns of grace, crown; of
grace, and palms in their hands! O Lord God of truth,
into thy hands I commend my [pirit ! After an unexpeéted
revival, he faid, O, [ fear his tarrying, left the profpect
become more dark. I fometimes fear ne may fpare me to live,
and to be lefs fasthful than he has helped me to be hitherto,
He {aid to me, You that arc minifters, bear a proper tefti-
mony againft the profeffors of this age, who have a formof
godlinefs without the power. Obferving fome of his
people about the bed, he faid, May I have fome feals
among you! O wherew:ill the ungodly and finners of Baif-
gate appear 2 Labour tobe in Clriff. Then he ftretched
out his hand to f{everal, and faid, Farewel, farewel!
And now, O Lord, what wait I for 2 My Lope is in thee !
Once or twice he f{aid, Let me be laid acrofs the bed lo
exprre, wieve I have fomelimes prayed and fomclimes medi-
tated with pleafure,  He exprefled his grateful fenfe
of the alliduous care which Mr. Wardrobe of Cult had
teken of him: and on lis replying, “ Too much
could not be done for fo valuable a life,” fad, @
freak not fo, or yeu will proveke God.  Glory be to God,
that I have ever had cny regard poid me, for Chrif's fake.”
I am greatly funk under the event. O help by your

prayers, to get the propex [ubmiflion and 1improve
ment,””

The
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‘The Lord was pleafed, in Scotland allo, to choofe the
Julifh things of the world to carry on his work. Not
only fuch men as Dr. Gillies, Mr. Wardrobe, and Mr.
Wcjlgﬁr, but fometimes foldiers in guarters or on re-
cruiting partics, or tradefmen who went thither to get
empioyment, were the inftruments of turning many
to God, who had before fought death in the error of
their ways.
~ The firft Societies were thofe of My elborough and
Dunbar : many of whom, at his next vifit in the year
1757, could rejoice in God their Saviour. During
this tour he preached in the open air in every place,
and remarks that he was agreeably {urprifed at the
ﬁmplicity and teachablenefs of many who attended
his miniftry.  Steadinefs indeed he looked for in the
people of North-Britain : and herejoiced to find alfo
thole other plealing gualities 1n many.

He vifited Scotland again in 1761, and found the
Jabours of the Preachers were not in vain. Mr.
Hopper met him at Edmmburgh, where the preaching
was now well attended. From thence he went to
Dundee and Aberdeen. At the latter place he was
treated with much refpect by the Principal and other
eminent perfons of the Univerfity. He preached firft
in the College-clofe, and then in the Hall, which was
crowded even at hve in the morming! In every place
lome defired to unite with him (according to the
rule) to meet together weekly, to provoke each other io
love and to good works.

An anecdote, which, we doubt not, will be pleafing

to our readers, is mentioned by Mr. Wefley on this
occalion,
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occafron, I\Id}f 4. Abf;)ut‘noon,” f-.a}rs he, ¢t Itdok
1 W;ﬂk LtO th{f Kﬂﬁ“ﬂg 5 CO.-.RJF{{}[ ¢ 11l CM _jlff*g}*g’gm‘ It has
three fides of a iquare handio.nely built, not unlike
Queen's Cullege 111 Oxford.  Going up to fee the hal]
we found a large company of ladies with fevera] gen.
Hemen.  They looked, and {poketo one another, after

‘hich one of the genticinen took conrage, and cape
to me.. Ilefatd, “ We came laft mght to the Coflege.
Clofe, but could not hear, and {hould be extremely
obliged, if you would give us a fhort difcourfe here”
I kncw not what God might have to do, and fo began
without delay, on God was wn Chrifl reconcling the
world unto himfelf. I belicve, the word was not lof.
It fell as dew on the tender grals.”

The work of God now profpered much. Many
were brought to the knowledge and love of God by
the preaching ot Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hanby, at Edin-
burgh, Dundce, and Aberdeen. But Satan was not idle.
Fle made even a good man the caufe of unipeakable
ﬁ‘i‘ﬂ. The late Mr. Hervey, whofe grateful fenfe of
L 1iefley’s fatherly kindnefs towards him when he
was hiu oupil at Ox/ord, we have inferted {uch {trong
teitimouies of, was perfuaded by a NMr. Cudworth, an
Antinomian teacher, to write a pamphlet againit [rm,
Cudworth boafted, that Mr. Her vey had pumuted him
““ to put out, and put in, what he plealed,” 1n ths
performance.  In Englend this tract was but ittle
attended to, the advocites for lm:r*tz'cular redemplaon
being comparatively few. But a Mr. Eifiine, a man
greatly cfteemed in Scotland, having republifhed it In

that kingdom, with a preface wherein he bitterly
mvelghed
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jnveighed againft what he called the un oundnefs of Mr.
Wefley's principles, caufed a flood of calumny to go
forth, to the hurt of many who before earneltly {ought
the kingdom of God. ¢ O,” {aid one of the Preachers
then labouring in Scotland, *° the precious convicitons
which thefe letters have deflroyed ! Many that have
often declared the great profit they received under
our miniitry, were by thefe induced to leave us. This
made me mourn in {ecret places !” Lady Gardiner, the
widow of that trulv chriftian {oldier who fell at
Preflon-Pans fighting for his lawful {overeign, was one
of thole. A letter which fhe wrote to Mr. Uellry 2
fhort ttme before Mr. Hervey's were pubuibed, as it
does honour to the piety of the writer, {0 1t 1s a clear
proof of the evil which may arife from an immoderate
attachment to {yftems of dodlrine; which oftentiines
influences the excellent of the earth, even to forlake
thole whom they before eftecemed as angels of Ged.
We will give 1t at large.

Edinburgh, July 25, 1763.
Rev. and very dear Sir,

“ I perfuade myfelf that you will net be diipleafed
at my taking the liberty to write to you. You have
caufe to blefs God for his having direfted you in
fending Preachers to this place. As to thofe of the
I have heard, I have caule to thank God that they
came hither. There bas been a comfortable reviving
of late : fome finners are newly awakened : fome
formalifts have got therr eyes opened: fome back-
fliders are recovered ; and, I believe, many faints have

been
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been much edified. M. I_che?*zst’ preaching has beey
remarkably blelied to mar?y in Edindurgh; and fo Wag
Mr. Hanby's, the {hort time he ftayed. O that their
fcrmons may be blefled whercver they preach! |
verily believe God fent them.

« | have never, I own, been at the preaching-hoyfs
in a morning yct, as they preach {o early @ but I vep.
tured to the high fchool-yard the morning you left
Edinburgh; and it pleafed God, even after I had got
home, to follow part of your {ermon with a blefling to
me : and I think it my duty to mention, that God
has often of late dealt very bountifully with me,
Well may 1 be altonifhed at 1t, when I confider my
own unworthinefs. DBut I dare venture to fay, that
Chrift and all with Chrift 1s mme. I beg a fhare w
your prayers; and am, very dear Sir, '

Your fifter in Chrift Jelus,
Frances Gardmer.”

But many waters cannot quench love. Thofe who
Jought not their own things, but the thungs of Chrifi, re-
doubled their cfforts.  Very foon after thofe bitter
waters were Jet out, Mr. Taylor vifited Gla/gouw, and
for {everal weeks together preached in the open air.
As the winter came on, his difficulties were greal,
But being determined fully to deliver his {oul, he
fold his horfe, and, while he thus fupported himfetf,
he continucd daily to teflify Repentance towards God,
and faith in our Lord Fefus Chriff. At length he faw
fruit of his labour. Some turned to God, and ac-
knowledged his meffenger. A place was then Pro”

videtif
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tided for him to preach in, and the little Socicty was
foon 1ncreafed to feventy perions.

The Preachers now penetrated 1nto the he’gr’;fcz?ods -
and at his next vifit Mr. Wefley preached at Inveruefs.
All mm this place {cemed to hear him gladly, and a
Soctety was afterwards formed which continues to
this day.  On his return to Edinburgh, finding it was
the tme of celebrating the Lord’s {upper, he laid
alide his laft portion of bigotry, and partook of this
holy ordinance at the We/l-Kirk !

But though of a truly catholic fpirit, he was irm to
his own principles. He abhorred that {peculative
Latitudinanani{m, that indiffcrence to all opintons,
which {ome men have applauded as true liberality.
He knew God had given usa ftandard of truth ; and
that- nothing was ndifferent, which was found there-
in. On this {fubjett he uled great plainnels of {peech ;
an inftance of which he foon after gave to the {ame
people with whom he had communicated.

“ The fum,” he obferves, ¢ of what I fpoke was this

[ love plain dealing. Do not you? I will ule 1t
now. Bear with e,

[ hang out no falle colours, but {hew you all I am,
all I intend, all I do.

I am a member of the church of England : but I
lotve good men of every church.

My ground 1s, the Bible. Yea, I am a Bible-bigot.
I follow 1t in all things, both great and fmall.

Therefore, 1. I always ufe a flhore, private prayer,
when I attend the public {ervice of God. Do not
pou? Why do you not? Is not this according to the
Bible ? 2. I fland,
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2. I fland, whenever 1 fing the pratfes of Gog in
public. Does not the Bible give you plain precedents
for this ?

3. I always Zneel before the Lord my Maker, wheg
I pray 1n public,

4 I generally in public ule the Lord's prayer: be.
caufe Chrift has taught me, When 1 pray, to fay— -

I adviic every Preacher connected with me, whethey
in England, or Srotland, herein to tread in my {teps.”

In 176g. and the following years, the Preachets
labourcd much among the Lhehlanders.  Mr. Mc Nab
began, and was followed Ly Nr. Duncan Wiight. And
their Inbours were attended with inceels. In the years
1770, and 1771, many were converted to God,  After
having made a confiderable pmﬁciuncy in the Erfe

language, Mr. Wiehl ulually nroached to them three

Y
1 '

times a day 1 diferent places, befides once in the
ftreet. “ Though by this means, fays he, T had many
an acping head and paimed breafl, yet 1t was delight-
ful to {ee hundreds of them attending., with flreaming
eves and attenuon flill as micht: or to hear them, in
their fimple wav. finsing the praifes of God in their
own tongue. 1t ever God faid to iy heart, Go, and [
will be with thee, it was then. [ extol the name of my
aderable Mafter, that my labours were not in valn.
How gladly would I have {pent my life with thele
dear fouls ! But my health would not permitit.” At
Mr. Wgﬂéy’s next vifit, the Masziftrates of Perth and
Arbroath prefented Lira with the freedom of therr re-
fpedlive cittes,

In
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In the following years the few Minifters who treated
him with refpeét, and rejoiced in his labours, being
taken to a better world, he felt the different {pirit of
thofe who {ucceceded. While fome even of the no-
bility and many of the gentry of that kingdom honour-
ably recetved him, he thus remarks concerning Inver-
nefs, 1 find a new face of things here. Good Mr.
Mackenzie has been for {ome years removed to 4bra-
kam’s bolom. Mr. Frazer, his colleague, a pious man,
of the old ftamp, 1s likewile gone to reft. The three
prefent Minifters are of another kind ; fo that I have
no more place inthe Kirk,” Others were not content
with this, but {poke all manner of evil concerning him,
faithfully retailing all the {lander which the Aniino-
mians of England {poke or publithed of him from time
totime. Some refufed to admimiter the Lord’s fupper
to the members of his Societies, or even to baptize their
children. They even made Mr. Wefley's liberality of fen-
timent, his defire to promote religion without forming a
diftin€t church, an argument againft him, infifting
that the Methodifls, {o called, were not, and could
not be, a church of Chnit, becaule they had not the
facraments among them: and this latter argument
elpectally, had no {mall mfluence in diminifhing his
Societies and obftructting the progrefs of the work.

Having patiently fuffered thefe things for a eon-
fiderable time, to the great detriment of true religion,
he at length refolved to give his Societies m that king..
dom, all the help he poflibly could. 1le therefore,
at the Conference held in London inr the year 1785,
being affifled by two other Prefbyters of the church of

e England,
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Fnzlad, * fet apart.” to ufe his own words, “three
of our well tried Preachers, el Pazefon, Thomas Hanty,
and Foferf Taplor. to mimfler e Seatland,” (1. e. to
adminifler the facraments of Baptilm and the Lords
Supper.} ¢ 1 tuft,” continucs he, * God will blefs
their miniftrations, and thew that he has fent them “#
From this time the Societies mn Scotland, have had »
{lability which they had not before. Many of them
have confiderably increafed ; and the whole has been
more than doubled. But the additional helps now
afforded them, they were nol compelled Lo ufe.  The re-
cciving of the facraments 13 not made a term of com«
munion. A few who {till comnmunicate at the Kirk,
arc {reely permited fo to co.  The original bond of
union il fubidls, withour any alteration, viz. a
defire to flee {rom the wrath to come, and the evi-
dencing of it by a godly life and converfation.

The great and pious Mr. Baxter oblerves, that
nations change their religious fentiments, as they do
thetr commeon cultoms and manners: and wonders
that this fhould be found even among the minifters
oi God. But 1t 1s not found among the Minflers of
God. Whatever worldly Minifters do, they are ftedfail
and unmovable. They {peak as the oracles of God,
ard turn not afrde therefrom to the right-hand or t¢
the left.  Secdland, it 1s certain, like Geneva, has, fince
the Reformation, ran from high Calvinifin, to almoft
as hugh Artantim or Seciniwnilin: the exceptions,

H '
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civeaiatly or the cities, are but few. And who cab
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fiem the torrent ? Only thofe who know experimen-
tally the Truth as it 1sn Fefus. A few of thefe, Mr.
Wefley has been, under God, the happy inftrument of
introducing into that kingdom : and many hear their
word, and find it to be the power of Godunto falvation.
Thefe, we trult, will not be as reeds thaken with the
wind. As they imitate the angels of God in wora
hipping Chrilt, as God over all, bleffed for ever; {o
they declare chat if any man have not the Spirit of Chrifl,
he 15 mone of his. Here then we may hope will the
proud waves of worldly religion be ftayed: until
God calls that once highly-favoured nation to return
unto him, to wor/lup God in the Spirit, rejporce in Chrifs
Felus, and have no confidence in the flefh.

S E C T I O N IL

HE Ifle of Man 1s {fuppoled to derive its name

from the Saxon word Mang, which fignifies
among ; becaule lying in St George’s Channel, it is
dmoft at an equal diftance from the kingdoms of
England, Scotland and Jreland. It is about thirty
miles 1n length, and twelve in breadth. It 1s {aid
to have been ornginally the rendezvous of the Scan-
dmavian rovers. In the year 1263, the King of Man
became tributary to the King of Scotland. Edward the
Fik of England afterwards obtained the dominion.
Edward the Third beftowed it on his favourite Mon-
logue, Earl of Salifbury. The Earls ot Northumberland
ad Derby afterwards poflelled it: but by the failure
E ez of
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of heirs male in the laft mentioned family, it de,
fcended to the Duke of Athol, who married the fifley
of the laft lord Derby tn that lne.

Its convenience for fmuggling, made it for many
years a ftore-houfe for illicit dealers, to the inex-
preffible prejudice of his Majelty’s Revenue, It was
alfo an afylum for inflolvent perfons, and the vicious
of every delcription, who fled thither from the neigh-
bouring kingdoms, as to a fantuary. The confe-
quence was an alinoft total forgetfulnefs of God, with
1dlengfs and immorality of every kind.

This open profanenels was a little checked by the
labours of that excellent man, Dr. Thomas Wilfon, who
was Bifhop of the lfland for hity-feven years, and died
m 1755, aged ninety-three, Few perfons in thefe
latter times have more adorned the Epilcopal cha-
rater than this Prelate.  His piety, benevolence and
hofpitality, were {o con{picuous, as to gain the efteem
of even the enemies of our nation.  Cardinal Fleury
had {o much veneration for his charafler, that he
obtained an order from the Court of France, thatno
privatcer of that nation fhould ravage the e of
Man.

In the year 1765, the Engli/h Government pur-
chafed the cuftoms and fovereignty of the Ifland from .
the Duke of Aéhol, for 70,000l. the Duke retaining bis
territorial property.  From this time the outward
manners of the people have been changed much for
the better. But fhill vital religion was very fictle
known among them, and immorality more or lefs pré
vailed 1n every part,

%

In
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In 1774, a Mr. Lowry removed from the Ifle of
Maon to Liverpool. e then lived accordirig to the
courfe of this world. But happeuning to hear fome of
the Preachers in connection with Mr. We/ley, he was
awakened ; and turning to God, he {oon found re-
demption through Chrift, the f{orgivenels of his fins.
Immediately he began to mourn over his native Ifle,
which he now {aw lying in darknefs: and, under this
concern of mind, applied to Mr. Folin Crook, a zealous
man, at that time a Local Preacher, who readily under-
took to vifit the I{land.

Mr. Crook went thither in the month of March 1775.
On Sunday morning the 11th, he preached his firft
fermon 1n the Court-houle at Douglas. The con-
gregation was Imall; but in the evening he was
obliged to preach abroad on account of the multitude
that came together. When he concluded his dil-
courfe, a native of Ireland, whole brother was a
member of one of the Societies 1n that kingdom, 1n-
vited him to his houle: as did Mr. Kayles, a native
of Scotland, after the {ermon on the following day.

- On Wednelday he went to Caflletown, where he
found the {ame gracious Providence dirvetting his
way. A Mr. Brookes from Birifiol, who had heard
him on the Sunday, procured a place for him, which
was formerly ufed as a Ball-room, and gave notice
to all the people, fo that he had a large and attentive
congregation, The next evening {uch a multitude came
together, that he was obhged to preach in the open
air by candle-light. A fervant belonging to the Gover-
nor was then convinced of the truth, and from that

time behaved in the molt friendly manner, The next
Fesg Lord’s
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Lord’s day, the Licutenant Governor and the Miniftey

Caftletown were among his hearers.

In the week following he vilited Peeltown, where ha
abode three weeks, preaching to large congregations,
At this place he was greatly encouraged. His hearers
were chiefly the poor, and moll of them fifhermen.
They received the word with all readinefs of mind,
and when he dcparted, they followed him with tears
and bleflings.

He then returned to Liverpool, his buflinels not per-
miiting his longer abfence. On his {econd vifit,
he found many were ftill willing to hear: but there
were alfo many oppofers. Moft of the rich who heard
at the beginning, now withdrew themfelves from fo
plain a Preacher. The reports, ufual on fuch oc-
calions, were now propagated concerning him, that he
preached new doctrines, was an enemy to works, and
only wanted their money. To fhew the falfehood of
the firft report, he read the Homilies of the Church of
England in every place. This was attended with
much good. Dut the rabble, being no longer awed
by the prelince of the richer inhabitants, frequently
difurbed and interrupted him in the rudeft manner.
A paper aifo was put up at the Quay, warning thé
peopie againdl * the hypocritical field-preacher, who
had lately crept in among them to fubvert the church
of Chrift;” to which were added fome curious

necdotes

A wicked man was encouraged by thele circum-
ftances to ailnlt him at Dovglas, and 1n other re-
fl E’}_

i1 to ule him in a very 1mproper manner ! but

riding
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nding home drunk through the town of Bella Salla,
this unhappy man was thrown from his horie, and
killea on the Ipot.

At Peel, an oid warehoule was procured for him to
preach 1 ; but in the midfl of the {evmon, the beam
which {fupported the loft gave way, and the floor
funk feveral feet.  Mr. Crook cried out, he knew
not why, ¢ IFear not. God will help us.  You thall
not be hurt.”  And f{o 1t was. The beam refled on
2 hogthead, which w.s on the ground-floor, and funk
no farther.

A few n Caflletown, and a much greater number in
Peel, now agrced to unite together and form a So-
cety, having had the Rules explained to them. Mr.
Crock now {aw frutt of his labour, and took charge of
thole with joy, watching over them, and exhorting
them to adorn the gofpel of God their Saviour in all
things.

The I{land was foon after joined to the Whitehaven
arcutt, and vilited regularly by the Preachers, and by
Mr. Crook, who now commenced an Itinerant. In the
year 1776, the work prolpered greatly. In Caftletown
elpecratly they were vilited with ¢ overwhelming

2

lhowers of faving grace.” Many were fo convinced
of fin, as to cry aloud for the difquietude of their
heart ; wiile others rejorced win God ther Saviour wilh
wy un/veakable and full of glory. Nor was Satan idle.
A fddle was brought to the Preaching-houle, and
the rebite thouted mightily ; but nothing could fhake
the fleadine:s, or divert the attention of the con-

E ¢ 4 In



424  THE LIFE OF MR. WESLEY.

In Baroole, Salby, and Ballaugh, Societies were alfo
formed, and the members were truly alive to Gog.
But fo much the more were oftences multiplied, and
all manner of evil {poken both of the Preachers ang
people. Ballads were {ung, and obloquy of every
kind was caft upon them. When Mr. Crook vifited
Ca'tletown, the {chool-boys were let upon him, They
followed him through the {trect, thouting, and throw.
ing whatever came to hand. In the evehing a large
mob affembled at the houie where he was preaching,
and affaulted it with {lones and biicks. They con.
tinued their aflault tll the pcople came out, whom
they attacked with the greateft violence.  Several
were wounded, Mr. Crook efpecially, who was refcued
out of their hands with much difhiculty. The Minifter
of Pee/ however continued friendly.  He had eyes to
fee the goad that was done. His church was now
well filled on the Lord’s-day, and his~-monthly facra-
ments attended by upwards of three hundred com-
munijcants,

Mr. Crook finding the difturbances continue at
Caftletown, applied to Colonel Dawfon, the Lieutenant
Governor, who treated him in a very polite and
fmendly manner, and gave immediate orders to pre-
vent fuch tumults for the time to come ; declaring
publicly, that he would exccute the law in the fe-
vereft manner upon thofe who fhould difturh any
people 1n their religious worfhip. But the Governor,
Mr. Wood aruvmg foon after, caufed the execution of
thofe orders to be fufpended

Shortly
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Shortly after the Governor's arrival, the Bifhop iflued
a Mandate to all < Reftors, Vicars, Chaplains and
Curates, within the Ile and Diocefe of Man, com-
manding them to be watchful, and by every means to
prevent their flocks being led away and feduced by un-
authorifed teachers ; and to prefent all perions who
held any place under the Ecclefiaftical authority, who
fhould be found attending therr miniftrations: and to
repel from the Lord’s table every fuch teacher that
fhould offer to be a partaker of the holy communion.”

By this Bull, as 1t was commonly called in the
Ifland, many well inclined perfons were deterred from
attending the preaching, and the rabble were en-
couraged to continue their outrages. But the Gover-
nor was a man of {enfe; and though, as he informed
Mr. Crook, hie did not choofe to quarrel with the Bifhop,
he {noke fo decidedly againit all perlecution, that
the mob foon loft courage. He allo refuled to permat
the order to be read in his own chapel. His lady,
a pious woman, {poke warmly againft fuch intolerant
proceedings, fo that in a little time the people af-
fembled in peace. Colonel Dawfon introduced Mr.
Crook into the Governor's chapel, where the Mimiter
ventured to difobey the Bifhop, and adminiftered to
him the holy communion. T he Preachers ftood near
the Governor’s gates, and preached to large congre-
gations, none daring to moleft them, the Governor
and his family fitting in a convenient room to hear.
A Faft which was obferved by the Societies on ac-
count pf thefe troubles, was attended with a remark-

able blefing. The Socicties increaled in number
every
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every day ; and as they were reproached for 1z name
of Chrift, they recaved the bleflings promifed ¢q
{uch.

The Lord now gave them additional 1(,1p Firo
one, and then feveral perlons were raifed up among
themf{clves, who, with the approbation of the _{f,g{anf
exhorted and preached both 1 the Muanks ]dnf‘*’uam
and 1 Enclith, to the cdification and comfort of
thetr hearers. The Rev. Edward Syt who at that time
refided in the North of frelanc. pard them avifit about
this time, and his fabours we @ profiable to fhany,
Before he left the tlland, Mr. Tt /ley a: <ived, May 30,
1777+ and was recaved with great refpect by all the
pcople. Mr. W cod, the Governs:, was a little before
taken to a better world., Mrs., Ie 4 invited M Wefley
t6 her houfe, and feemed to think herfuf honoured by
his company. Some of the Clergy alfo poiitely vilited
him ; but they couid not invite him to their pulipits,
as lie Biflop had furbidden it.  He preached through-

ut the iliand, m the houfcs, the church-yards, and
the market-piaces. and was heard with great attention
by immenle multitudes.

The interaict il remained with lemtfff?; to the
Lord’s-Sunper. On this § brect Mr. Wefley oblerves,

Is any Clergyvman ol L..d either 1n 1J.W or conlcl-
ence, to obey fach a pronibition ? By no means. The

iif even of the K.ag dees not bind any Exwé’zﬂ-
iﬂa se€t, unlels 1 be feconded by an exprels law.
HOW much ' s tne will of a Bithop ? But, it 1s an-
fwered, dud not you, at your crdination, take an cath

to obey lum? No: uor any Clergyman 11 the three
kingdoms.
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kingdoms. This 1s a more wvulgar error. Shame that it
fould prevail almolt univerfaily 1

Before Mr. Wefley's next viiit, the Bithop was dead.
His fucceflor was a man of a V*ery ditferent {punt ;
ad has proved a blefhng to the ifland. When Mr.
Wefley arrived, all was pcace. Betore his departure,
he made the following remarks, with which we fhall
conclude this account.

“ Having now wvifited the Ifland round, Lali,
South, North, and Weft, I was thoroughly convin-
ced, that we have no {fuch Circuit as this, either in
England, Scotland, or Ircland. It1s thut up from the
wvorld: and having little trade, 1s vilited by {carce any
frangers. Here are no Romanifts, no Diflenters of
ary kind, no Calvintlts, no difputers. Here 1s no
oppofition, either from the Governor, (a mild, hu-
mane man ) from the Bifhop (a good man) or from the
bulk of the Clergy. One or two of them did oppofe for
rtime : but they feem now to underftand us better.,
50 that we have now rather too little, than too much
reproach : the {candal of the crofs having for the
prefent ceafed.  The natives are a plain, artlefs,
imple peopic; urgpolilned, that 1s, unpolluted: few
of them are rich or genteel; the far greater part,
moderately poor. And mofl of the ftrangers that
lettle among them, ayc men that have {een affliflion.
The Local Preachers, twenty-two in number, are men
of faith and love, knit together in one mind and one
judgment. They {peak either Manks or Englifh, and
lollow a regular plan, which the Afliftant gives them

monthly.
The
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The Ifle 1s {fuppoled to bave thirty thouland in.
habitants. Aliowing half of them to be adults, and
our Socleties 0 contain onie or two and twenty
hundred members, what a fair proportion 1s this?
What has been feen like this, 1 any part either of
Great-Brilain, or Ireland 27

S E CT 1O N 1V,

\/ E now proceed to treat of a work, {mallat

prefent, but likely to be of the greateft mag.
nitude in 1ts conlequences. In the countries we have
hitherto confidered (the /Ifle ¢f Man excepted) the
Engli/h language has been univerlally {poken. But
Divine Providence led Mr. Wefley, with the Preachers
in connection with him, into an unexpected line of
ufefulnefs.

The Iflands of Ferfey, Guernfey and Alderney, are
fituated 1n St. Michael’s Bay, ncar the Coaft of Nor-
mandy, They are the only remains of the Norman
dominions annexed to Greal-Britain by William the
Conqueror. The inhabitants in general (thole of the
two principal towns excepted) {peak only French.

Ferfey was known to the ancient Romans under the
name of Cafarea. It is twelve miles in length, and
contains about twenty thoufand ihabitants. Guernfy
1s {even or erght miles long, and containg about fifteen
thoufand people, Thefe two Iflands are exceedingly
fertile and healthy. Aldcrney 1s about eight miles m
circumference, and has about threc or four thoufand
inhabitants, | i
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~ In aregiment of foldiers, which was fent over to
jg}ﬁy in the late war, there were a few {erious Chrif-
tians who had heard the gofpel in one of the {ea-port
towns of FEngland. Thele men, finding no help for
their fouls 1n the Ifland, wrote to Mr. Wefley, entreat-
ing him to fend them a Preacher.  Mr. Brackenbury,
a gentleman of fortune in Linco/nfhure, who had joined
the Soctety, and foon afterwards preached in con-
nettion with Mr. Wefley, was prefent when the letter
was received, and oitered his {ervice, as he had {fome
acquaintance with the French language. Mr. Wefley
readily accepted the offer. Mr. Brackenbury fet off
for Ferfey, rented a houfe in the town of St. Helier,
preached the gofpel through the Ifland, and was. the
means of turning many from their fins to God. At
firft, his religious affemblies were greatly difturbed,
particularly in the parifh of St. Mary, by a miferable
fet of ungodly. men, who, on an appeal to the crvil
Magiftrate, were fined, and obliged to give {ecurity
for their good behaviour.

In the year 1786, Mr. Wefley {fent another Preacher,
Mr. Adum Clarke, to the Ifland of Ferfey.  Mr. Clarke
preached feveral times in the town of S¢. Aubin, {ur-
rounded by a very violent mob, from whom he re~
ceived much abule ; and was often in danger of lofing
his life. The rioters tore the houfe in which he preach-
ed, almoft to pieces. At another time, one of the
Magiftrates headed alarge mob, and pulled down Mr.,
Clarke from the pulpit with his own hands. The
drummer of the St. Aubin militia was then called,

who had the honour of beating the Mintfter of God,
and
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and afterwards of drumming him through and oyt of
the town. Mr. Clarke, however, was not to be ; inti.
midated by the ufage he met with, but continued hj
vifits and labours, till he at laft outweathered the
{lorm. Regular pr{iaching was then eitablifhed in the
town, and even the mob themielves reverenced the
Preacher.

From this time religion flourifhed more and more
in the land of ]e:rﬁy. Many Preachers were raifed
among the natives, and Sccicties formed all over the
P {land.

In the courfe of thele cvents, a fhop-keeper of the
Tland of Guernfry, whole name was Airive, vifited
Ferfey, and undcr the preaching ot Mr. Brackenbury
was convinced of fin.  Ie then mvited Mr. Bracken-
bury to vilit Guernfey.  He went, and was umverfally
well received.  Many of the gentry opened their
houfes to him, and p{frmit*‘ed him to preach 1n then
parfours.  Dr. Coke, who about this time vifited the
French Hands, followed Mr. Brackenbury in Guernfey,
and formed the firft Society in that Iland.  After-
wards Mr. Clarke, with much pain and diiliculty, ac
companied by many remarkable providences, erected
a very CoOmmonious Chapel 1n the town of S¢. Peler,
in which a larce congregation regularly attended.
Much good was doue, till a foppith Miniler (as a
pivus man then on the Hland obferves in a letter nOW
hefore us) came there {rom England, and introduced
doubtiul difputations, refpeing the decrees of God,
among the people, and thereby exceedingly injured
> congregation and the work in general, ¢ It neatly

colt

"'-l-i
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oft me my life,”  {ays the fame perfon, “ To bring
back 1nto the way of falvation, thofe whom he had
“been o unhaphy as to turn out of 1t.”

Mr. De Quelcoiile, o native of Ferfey, was alfo very
uletul 1 the Ifland of Guernfey, particularly in the
country parts, where the French language alone 1s
fpoken.  Dut he endured great perfecutions. The
moft horiid things were laid to his charge. A prole-
cution was carried on againit him 1n the fupreme court,
with the defign of procuring a fentence of banifh-
ment. But the very witnelles who were emploved to
fwear the falfelt things againll hun, and mell pro-
bably intended 1t when they firft appeared before the
Court, were yet firangely conflrained to give the moft
pointed evidence i his favour; which entirely coun-
teracted ail the defigns of his enemies.

In the beginning of the year 1787, Mr, Clarke vifi-
ted the Ifle of zz!gm ney.  When he arnved, he knew
not where to go : he bad no acquaintance in the Iland,
nor had any perf{m mvited him thither. For f{ome
time he was perpiexed in realoning on his fituation,
till that word of the God of Miffionaries powerfully im-
prefled his mind, * Into whatioever houle ye enter,
firft {ay, peace be to this houfe,—and in the fame.
houle remain, eating and drinking fuch things as they
agve.” Lukex. 5. 7. 5 -

On this he took courage, and proceeded to the
town, whichis about a mile diftant from the harbour.
After having walked {ome way into it, he took par-
ticular notice of a very poor cottage, into whici he

found a flrong inclination to enter. He did lo, with
a - Peace
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a “ Peace be to this houle !” and found in it an old
man and woman, who, underftunding his bufinefs
bade him ¢ welcome to the beft food they had, to a
little chamber where he might fleep, and (what was
ihll more acceptable) to their houle to preach m.”
He now faw clearly the hand of Providence in his
favour, and was much encouraged.

Being unwilling to lofe any time, he told them he
would preach that evening, 1if they could convene a
congregation. The {lrange news {pread rapudly
through the town; and long before the appointed hour,
a multitude of people flocked together, to whom he
{poke of the kingdom of God, nearly as long as the
little ftrength he had after the fatigues of his voyage,
remained. When he had concluded, it was with
much difficulty he could perfuade them to depart,
after promifing to preach to them again the next
evemng. He then retired to his little apartment,
where he had not refted twenty minutes, when the
good woman of the houfe came and entreated him to
preach again, as feveral of the gentry (among whom
was one of the Juftices) were come to hear what he
had to fay.

He went down immediately, and found the houfe
once more full. Deep attention fat on every face,
while he fhewed the great need they ftood in of a Sa-
viour, and exhorted them to turn immediately from all
their iniquities to the living God. He continued in this
good work about an hour, and concluded with .

forming
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forming them what his defign was in vifiting their
Ifland, and the motives that induced him thereto.

Having ended, the Juftice {tepped forward, ex-
changed a few very civil words with him, and defired
to fce the book out of which he had been {peaking.
He handed his Bible to him. Tne Juftice looked at
it with attention, and returned it with apparent fatis-
‘fa&ion. The congregation then departed: and the
concern evident on many of their countenances, fully
proved, that God had added /:5 teftimony to that of
his fervant.

The next cvening he preached again to a large
attentive company. But a fingular circumf{tance hap-
pened the following day. While he was at dinner,
a conftable came from a perfon 1n authority, to folicit
his immediate appearance at a place called the Bray
(where feveral reputable families dwell, and where the
Governor’s ftores are kept) to preach to a company of
gentlemen and ladies, who were waiting, and at whole
defire one of the large flore-rooms was prepared for
the f_)m'pofe. He immediately went, and 1n a quarter
of an hour after his arrival, a large company was al-
fembled. The gentry were not {o partial te them-
felves, as to exclude the failorss, fmugglers or la-
bourers. All heard with deep attention, except an
Englifh gentleman, fo called, who perhaps meant to
fhew the Hlanders that ke defpifed facred things.

The next Lord’s day in the evening, he preached
again in the f{ame place to 2 much larger congree

gation, compoled of the principal gentry of the Iland.
Ff The
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The day following, being the time appointed for
his return, many were unwilling he fhould leave them,
faying, < We have much necd of {uch preaching and
fuch a Preacher: we wifh you would abide in the
IHland, and go back no more.” However, the veflel
being aground, he was detained till the next morning
to the great joy of his new friends, when atter a
tender partingshe left the Hland.

After this, the native Preachers, raifed upin Ferfey
and Guernfcy, vifited this Inttte Ifland ¢ and by their
means a chapel has been ereéted, a large Society
formed, and many f{ouls brought to an aequaintance

with God.

On Monday, Auguft 6, 1787, Mr. We/ley with Dr.
Coke and Mr. Bradford, fet oft from the Manchefler
Conference to vifit the French Iflands. On the 11th,
they failed from Southampton, but contrary winds and
ftormy weather obliged them to fly for refuge, firit
into the port of Yarmouth 1 the Hle of Wight, and
afterwards into that of Swanage. On the 14th, they
cspelted o reach the Hle of Guernfey in the afters
noon: but the wind turning contrarv, and blowing
hard, they were obliged to fail for Alderney.  But they
were very near being thipwrecked 1n the Bay. Being
in the midil of rocks, with the {ca ripling all around
them, the wind totally failed.  Had they continued
in this fituation many minutes longer, the vellel muft
have {lruck on onc or other of the rocks. So they
went to prayer. and the wind {prung up inftantly,
and brought thcm about {un-let to the port of

Alderney.
At
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At eight the next morning,l Mr. Wefley preached on
the Beach, near the place where e lodged; and be-
fore his hymn was ended, had a tolerable congre-
gation. Soon after he had concluded, the Governor
of the Ifland waited upon him with very great
courtely.  After which, he, with his company, failed
for Guern/cy.

On his arrival, he went into the ‘country, to the
houfe of Mr. De “ferfey, a gentleman of fortune,
whofe whole family have been converted to God:
Atfive the following morning, he preached in a large
room of Mr. De Ferfey’s to a very ferious congre-
gation ; and 1in the evening to a crowded audience in
the Preaching-houfc in the town of St Peter. On
the 18th, he and Dr. Coke dined with the Governor,
who ftudied to fhew him évery mark of civility. On
the-eoth, he fet {ail for the Iile of 7erﬁ’y. Mr. Brackens~
bury received him on his arrival, and in his houfe he
frequently preached to exceeding {erious congre-
ations.  Even the gentry,” obferves Mr. Wefley,
fpeaking of his vifit to this Iland, * heard with deep
attention. W hat little things does God ufe to ad-
vance his own glory ! Probably,” continues he,
“many of thiefe flock together, becaufe I have lived
fo many years! And perhaps eveft this may be the
means of their living for ever!” In the eountry he
preached 1 Englifh, Mr. Brackenbury interpreting
lentence by f{cntence: and even in this inconvenient
Way 0f1fpenking, God owned his word. Being de-.

hined a confiderable time by contrary winds, the
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Affembly-room was offered him, 1n which he preached
to very large congregations, and to the profit of many.

On the 2gth, the wind {hll continuing to blow
from the Engliffi coalt, he rcturned to the Ifle of
Guernfey: where the winds, or rather a kind Providence,
detained him till the fixth of September. Hardly a
gentleman or lady 1 the town of S¢. Peler omitted a
hingle opportunity of attending his miniftry.  So uni-
verfal and {teady an attendance of the rich and the
gay, he never before experienceds  Durmg this wifit,
he was favoured with fingular powers of elocutton;
and dchvered a ferres of difcourles peculiarly {uited
to his hearers,  On the 6th. a fhip {ailed for Mount’s
Bay in Cornwall : and, the wind not pcrmitting him
to {ail for Southempton, he took his pallage in 1t, and
on the next day landed at Penzance.

There 1s now a furplus of native Preachers i the
French Ilands, two ef whom have already wifited
France, and have formed {fome {mall Societies near
Caen 1 Normandy : o that there 1s a fair profpett of
a great work of God in that popuious kingdom, m
which liberty of confcience 1s now fully allowed.

Before we conclude the prefent fection, we fhall
give a very brief account of Mr. We/fley's two vifits to
- Holland. |

On the 12th of June, 1783, he failed from Harwich,
and landed at Helvoelfluys the following day. Mr,

Wefley's defcriptions of the natural beauties and
curiofities of Holland, are entertaining in a high degree,

but do not, we think, dircCtly come within the lims

Ny
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of our work. He was favoured with the company of
many eminent Minifters of the church of Holland, as
well as of the Engli/i Minifters in the commercial
towns, With the former he converfed in Latin. In the
ePifcopal church at Rofterdam he preached twice to
large congregations ; the firft time, on God createdman
m his own wtmege, and the people ““feemed, all but
their attention, dead:” the fecond time, on God hath
given us eternal life, and this life s in kis Sou.

At the Hague, he was invited to tea by Madam de
Va/lenaar, a lady of the firft rank in that aty. $he re-
eeived him withthat ealy opennefsand affability, which
is almoft peculiar te chriltians, and perfons of quality.
Soon after came ten or twelve ladies more, who {eemed
to be of her own rank, (theugh drefled quite plain,)
and two moft agreeable gentlemen, one of whom was
a Colonel in the Prince’s guards. After tea, he ex-
pcunded the three firft verfes of the thirteenth of the
firt Epiftle to the Corinthians ; and Captain M— 1n-
terpreted* {entence by {entence. Mr. Wefley then
prayed, and Colonel ¥'— prayed atter him.

On the following day, he dined at Mrs. L
Her mother, upwards of {eventy, {eemed to be con-
tinually rejoicing in God her Saviour. The daughter
breathed the fame {pirit: and her grand children,
three little girls and a boy, fecmed to be all love, A
gentleman coming ia after dinner, Mr. Wefley found
a particular defire to pray for him. In a little while,
the ftranger melted 1nto teays, as indeed did moft of
the company. The next day Madam de Vaffenaar 1n-
?ﬂ;ed Mr_ VVE?/Z@I {0 a meeting af a neighbourmg ladyjs.

| Ftg houlg ;

"$a
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houfe ; where he expounded Gal. vi. 14, and Cap.
tain M. interpreted as before.

In his way from Haerlem to Amflerdam, he mét
with feveral fellow-paflengers who were truly ferigys,
Some of them {fung hymnsin a very pleafing manper-
and his and their hearts were {o knit together iy
chriftian love, that their parting at Amflerdam wag
very affetting.

In thatcity he vifited a lady of large fortune, wheo
appeared to be entirely devoted to God. * There i«
fuch a childlike fimplicity” (obferves Mr. Wefley con.
cerning Amflerdam) ¢ in all that love God in this
city, as does honour to the religion they profefs.”

After performing fervice in the Englith church, he
vifited a Mr. B. who had, not long before, found
peace with God. This gentleman was full of faith
and love, and could hardly mention the goqdnefs of
God without tears.  His lady feemed to be exaélly
of the {ame {pirtt.  From thence he went to another
houfe, where a large company was affembled ; and all
feemed open to receive inftruction, and defirous to be
altogether chriflians.

On the 28th of June, he made the following ob-
fervation : ““ I have this day lived fourfcore years ;
and, by the mercy of God, my eyes are not waxed
dim ; and what little ftrength of body or mind I had
thirty years fince, juft the fame I have now. God
grant [ may never live to be ulelels. Rather may I

“ Ny bodv with my charpge lay down,
And ceafe at once to work and live.”

On
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On the next day he preached in the Englifn church
at Utrecht, a very taithiul, {earching f{ermon; and
afterwards dined with a merchant, who feemed to be
deeply acquainted with religion. Inthe evening, at the
defire of leveral perfons, he repeated in a private houfe
the fubflance ot Ins morning’s fermon, to a large
company, Mr. Toyiemea (the Profeflor of Law in the
Univerfity, interpreting it fentence by fentence. The
congregation then {uung a Dutch hymn, and Mr.
Wefley and his companions an Engli/i one. After-
wards Mr. Regulct, a venerable old man, {pent fome
time 1n prayer, for the eftablifhment of peace between
the two nations,

On Tuef{day, July 1. He failed from Helvoetfluys ;
but through contrary winds did not arrive at Harwich
till the Friday following. He oblerves on the whole,
that the perfons with whom he converfed 1n Holland,
were of the fame fpirit with his friends 1n England ;
and that he was as much at home in Utrecht and Am-
flerdam, as in Briftol and London.

In the year 1786, he again vifited Holland. Nothing
new arofe during this tour. Many of the Mimlters
waited on him. Some of the churches were opened.
He preached and expounded in many private houles;
and received many marks of courtely from feveral
pious perlons of rank and fortune, particularly from
Mr. Loten, onc of the Burghomafters of Ulrecht, wha
both at this (ime and on his former vifit, feemed
ftudious to fhew him proof of his regard and attention.
Mifs Loten, his daughter, a meft amiable and pious

yeung lady, continued to correfpand with Mr, Wﬂ.qy
] Bty ' till
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till his death, in the Engli/h language, whi¢h fhe well
underftood.

He had no delion tn viliting Holland, to Fform So.
cicties.  Iie made thefe vilits partly for relaxation,
and partly to indulge and enlarge his Catholic {pirit,
Iy forming an acquamntance with the truly pious in
foreign nations.  lle oiten with great fatisfaction re.
fleCted on the famencls ot tiue rcligion in every
country.  He faw that the genuine fpirit of piety, in
every time and place, tends to promote union of
heart -and brotherly kindnels.  The fame fimplicity
of manners and drels he allo oblerved, even in thofe
of the highelt rauk that profeficd godlinels. The
meetings for Chnilian fellowfhip he found to be very
fimilar to thofe Le had hunfelt eftablifhed. But as
few of the Miniflers of the church of Holland {eemed
to encouragce or rightly under{land the excellency of
this great help to piety ; and as the intolerant fpirit
of the national Eflablithment prevented thele pious
perfons from having Minifters after their own heart,
they were on thefe accounts deprived of the advantages
of chriftian difcipline. Being therefore in a great mea-
fure left to themlielves, thole in the hngher circles have
formed an union which {eems to exclude l?he poOor.
We need not obferve how contrary this is to the fpirit
of Chnltianity : but the Lord will 1n his own good
time remove from that lovely people this wan of
conformity to his purc gofpel,

CHAP
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Wl—_m—-——_m
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CHA P. I

Of the progrefs of Reagionm in North America to the year
1769 : and of the labours of the Preachers in connestion
with Mr. Wescry, wn the United States, Nova Scolie,
the Weft-India Iflands, and in Newfoundiand.

S E C T I O N L

‘HOSE parts of Norih-America, which either have
been or are untted to Great-Britain, are the only
objeéls of confideration 1n the prefent work, as they
form the grand field 1 which the gofpel has been
planted by the Preachers in connection with Mr.
Wefley.  We mull, in ths view, except New Britain
and Canada, the former of which (though of great
extent) is inhabited only by a few {ettlers and the
native Indians, and the latter chiefly by Roman
Catholics, who are much more attached to the {uper-
flitions of their religion, than the inhabitants ot
France, from whom they originally {prung.

{n taking a general, but curfory view of the ftate
and progrefs of religion in the different parts of that
sreat Continent, which fall under our infpection, we
fhall rcgularly proceed from Norta to South, rather
than confider the fubje according to the times of the
hirft {ettlements of the country, as this method may
afford a more fimple and connetted view of the

wholc; ‘and as the work of God which has been
carried
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~carried on by Mr. Wefley and the Preachers in cop,
neétion with him, has regularly proceeded 5 g3y Line,
if we except Nova Scotia and New Englend,

Neva Scotia, which 1s now divided iato two Pro.
vinces, one of which 1s calicd New Brur [wick, and the
other retains it.f‘- ancient name, was firft fertled by the
Eungh/h in the reign of Fames the F'irft.  But the iy
habitants were {o few, that 1t could fcarcely bear the
name of a Province till 1749, when three thoufang
familtes were fent over to colonize the country. By
true religion, however 1t imght have dwelt in the
hearts of a few in the mid{t of the uncultivated waftes,
was in general not to be found in that Province i
the conclufion of the late civil war. At that time a
confiderable number of Refugees, who had been for
years members of the Societies 1 connection with
Mr. Wefley 1n the Uwmted States, removed with others
to Nova Scotia, and have there kindled a {lame of pure
religion, which, we trult, will never be extinguithed.

In 1606, Fames the Firlt crected two companies for
the colonization of New England, then included under
the general name of Virginia. But ne regular fettle-
ments were then formed: a {mall trade only was
carried on with the Indians. But under the violent
perfecutions of the Non-conformilts by Archbihop
Laud, many cf that onpreifed people fled for refuge
0 New England, and with indefatigable and unre-
mitted zeal, through almofl every difficulty’ and
danger that could obftiuét fo hazardous an under-
taking, changed the face of a great trati of country

from a walle wildernels to an unpluvcd and culti-
vated
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mted land.  Thefe firlt Settlers, or very many of
them at leall, did undoubtedly experience the vital
power of godlinels, and were joined by a multitude
of others, that fled from the tyranny of Clarles the
Second.

For fome confiderable time all the holy fruits of
religion were manifclted among them. But, asulual,
an uninterrupted flow of profperity damped the facred
fame : and perhaps their wars with the Indian
nations might allo contribute towards it. Then ap-
peared the famc {pirit.atnong themfelves, which they
had fo much oppoled in Ingland. The views of

mankind wcre not {uthciently enlarged at that period,

to enable them to {ee the importance of Univerfal
Toleration to the profperity of Socrety. None of
them {cem to have had a conception, that a molt
perfelt civil amity may be preferved among thole who
differ in the fpeculative points of Theclogy. They
therefore perfecuted all the emigrants, who, like
themfelves, had left their native country for a more
comfortable habitation than they found at home, but
who unhappily differed from them either in modes of
worfhip or religious {entiments. Of thele the Quakers
were the moft offenfive to them, and were cruelly,
yea, inhumanly treated by them. Mercy and pure
religion, infeparable companions, then forfook the
ind, They loft their piety: and, to fay the belt of
them, were a flourifhing, commercial people.

In 1729, the Lord raifed up that eminent man,

Dr-]onqéhan Edwards. Inhis time rel gion flourithed
agal
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again in New FEngland. A very brief account of
this revival we fhail give in his own words.

“ In the town of Northampton in New Englani,
after a more than ordinary licentioufnels in the peo.
ple, a concern tor religion began to revive 1 172,
but more obfervedly 1n 1733 ; when there was a ge.
neral rctormation of outward diforders, which has
continued ever lince.

* About this ttme I began to preach concerning
Fuflrfication by Fauth alone. This was attended with 2
very remarkable blefling.  Then it was, that the
Spirtt of God began wonderfully to work among us
A great and earneft concern about the things of God
ran through all parts of the town. All talk but d
eternal things was laid afide. The converfation i
all companies (unlefs fo far as was necellary for the
carrying on of worldly bufinels) was wholly upor
religion.  Hence there foon appeared a glorous ak
teration, fo that 1n 1735, the town {eemed to be ful
of the prefence of God. There were remarkabl

tokens ot God’s prefence almelt i every houle:
parcuis rejoicing over (heir children as new-born
hufbands over their wives, and wives over thei
huthands.”

FHe proceeds to deferibe the amarinq fpl‘ead of
that work 1t New Enelond ; and then adds: “ thi

ibhower of divine blel ings has been }*et move extenfive

L

1 here was no hnall d:

Ferfeys.
“ (od has allo teemed to go out of his ufual wy
1 tae quicknels of bis work, It is wonderful th
perfons

ciee of 1t in {ome parts of tht
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perfons fhould be {o fuddenly and yet {o greatly
changed. Many have been taken from a loole and
carelels way of living, and feized with firong con-
vittions of their guilt and milery; and 1n a very
little time old things have pafled away, and all things
have become new with them.”

There were many alloin New England and among
the Indians, truly converted to God, by thofe eminent
and laborious Minifters Mr. Elliott and Mr. Brainerd.

In 1739, Mr. George Whiiefield made his fecond
vilit to America ; and the Spirit of the Moft High
did indeed relt upon that great man. He revived
that pure religion, which was {o remarkable 1n the
time of Dr. Edwards, but after his death had decayed.
Great was his zeal, and great his fuccefs. “ God
fpoke the word, and great was the company of the
Prcachers.” The zealous Minifters raifed by his
labours, who were diftinguithed by the denomination
of New Lights, became the moft numerous body m
New England : and, ftrange as it may appear, the oid,
wife, literary body of Prefbyterians, in a {ynod held
among themielves, formally thruft out or excommu-
nicated the majority ; declaring they would have no
minifterial union with fuch an illiterate body of men.
But the real Minifters of God were not to be lilenced
by fuch means. However, this revival alfo was but
of fhort duration. Formality on the one hand, and
Antinomiani{m on the other, again recovered their
alcendency.

The States of New York and New Fer/ey, the former
of which was firlt fettled by the Engli/h in 10664, and
the
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the latter fometime in the reign of Charles 11, g,
never remarkable for religion, till they were vifjeq by
fome of the members of Mr. Wefley's Societjes. Being
fo near New England, they indeed partook i ,
fmall meafure of its revivals, clpecially thofe undey
Dr. Edwards and Mr. Wiatefield.

Pennfylvania, which formerly included the Iite
ftate of Dclaware, was pollclled orginally by the
Dutch and Swedes ; but was {ettled by the Englift in
the reign of Charles 11. under the direttion of that
great and good man, William Penn, the Quaker. The
firlt fettlers, as we may naturally expelt, were chiefly
perfons of his own perfuafion: and the Quakers make
now avery confiderable part of that State. They cer.
tainly had, and now have, real religion among them,
The quaintnefs of their manners, and their 1deas con.
cerning the {uperior light of their dilpenfation, have
kept them from being much known, and from being
very ufeful. But the noble {acrificc of all therr [laves,
whom they have emancipated {0 a man, is a proof to
a demonftration, that the major part of the chiet rulers
of their Society at lcaft, are devoted to the glery of
God and the good of their neighbour.

In refpe& to the religion of Pennfylvania (that of
the Quakers excepted) we_can fay but litle 1Y 1tS
commendation : though we doubt not but Mr. White-
feeld kindled the flame of divine love in the hearts of
feveral indpviduals, during his fhort vilits to Pb’%’fﬂ‘
delphia. So great a light muft have {hone in every

place ; and the power of the HHoly Gholt which con-
tinually
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timually attended his miniftry, could not any where
be entirely loit.

The five States to the Scouth of thofe already men-
tioned, viz. Maryland, Virginia, North and South-Ca-
rolima, and Georgia, may be confidered together. The
Baptifts who are numerous in {ome parts of thefe
States, have been ufeful to thoulands both of whaites
and blacks. The abilities of their minifters in general
were peculiarly {mall: but their zcal was much, and
God was plealed to own it. To this day a confidsra-
ble mealure of real religion 1s to be found among them,
though we fear that much of ““ the fine-gold 1s become
drefs.” A confiderable number of their Preachers
have embraced the doétrine of univerfal reftitution,
and thereby introduced much controverly and diflen-
fion 1nto their church. Here and there, 1n that
valt tract of country, from the molt ecaltern point of
Maryland to the molt weftern point of Georgia, fome
Minifters were allo to be found, that {prung from the
labours of Mr. Whitefield, who were more or lefs zealous
for the {alvation of {ouls.

But what fhall we lay for the Clergy of the Church
of England in thele States, at the times now under con-
fideration ?  'We would fain draw a veil over them, if
the truth of hiftory would permit . Notwithftand.
Ing the purity and many other excellencies of their
liturgy, articles and homilies, they were, with a few
exceptions to the contrary, asbad a{et of men as per-
haps ever difgraced the Church of God : nor had their
wretched flocks, at the diftance of three or four
thoufand miles from the fource of ecclefialtical power,

' 1 the
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the leaft hopes of redrels.  But we muft acknow]edge
and blefs God for 1t, that the change has beep abun:
dantly for the better, fince they have been favoureg
with an cpifcopacy of their own.

Such was the flate of religion on that continent,
when the prelent revival, by the means of My, Wefley
and the Preachers in connetion with him, was ¢
ried by divine Providence over the Atlantic ocean,
and pierccd through the immenle forelts of Amerigg,

S E C T 1 O N IIL

N confidering the progrefs of this revival, we fhall
divide 1t into three parts: the firlt, confifting of
the work before the civil war; the fecond, of its pro-
grefs during the war; and the third, of its continua.
tion from the peace to the death of Mr. We/ley.

I. During the fpace of thirty years paft, feveral per-
fons, memBers of Mr. Wefley's S:)ciety, emigrated
tfrom England and Ireland, and fettled in varous parts
of America. About twenty years ago, Philip Embury,
a local Preacher from Ireland, began to preach in the
city of New-York, and formed a fociéty of his owt
countrymen and the citizens. About the fame time
Robert Strawbridge, another local Preacher from Ire-
land, fettled in Frederic-county in Maryland, lel
preaching there, formed fome focieties. About thus
period alfo Mr. Webb, a Lieutenant in the army

preached at New-York and Philadelphia with great
fuccels,
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fuccels, and with the affiftance of his friends erefted
a chapel 1n New-York, which was the firfl chapel in
Mr. Wefley’s conneétion in America.  Induced by the
fnccefs he met with, and by an earneft defire of faving
fouls, he wrote a letter to Mr. Wefley, earneitly 1m-
portuning him to fend Miffionaries to that Continent.
Accordingly Mr. We/ley nominated Mr. Richard Board-
man and Mr. Fofeph Pilmoor as Miflionaries for America,
who landed at Philadelplia 1n 1769, and were the firft
Itinerant Preachers in conneétion with Mr, Wefley on
that Continent. A few days after their Ianding, Mr,
Primoor wrote a letter to Mr., Wefley, of which the fol-
lowing is an extradl :

Pluladelplua, Oct. 31, 178g.
Reverend SIR,

““ Bv the blefling of God we are {afe arrived here
after a tedious paliage of nine weeks.

“\We were not a little furprifed to ind Captain
Webb in town, and a Society of about a hundred
members, who detire to be in clofe connettion witl:
you. ‘T'his is the Lord’s doing, and it 1s marvellous
In OUr eyes,

[ have preached feveral times, and tie neople
flock to hear in multitudes.  Sunday evening [ went
out upon the Common. 1 had the flage appoinied
for the horfe-race, for my pulpit, and I think between
four or fve thouland hearers, who heard witin at-
tention  {till as night. Bietled be God for feld-
pteachingt When [ began to talk of preaching at

five o'clock jn the morning, the people thought it
G g would
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would not anfwer in America: however I refolyed
to try, and had a very good congregation.

““ Here feems to be a great and effetual dogp
opening in this country, and I hope many {ouls wij}
be gathered in. The peoplc 1n general like to heay
the word, and {eem to have {fome 1deas of {alvation by
grace.”

Nr. Boardman obferves in a letter to Mr. I*V;ﬂ@; from
New York, dated April 24, 176g. “ Our houfe cop.
tains about feventcen hundred hearers. Abouta third
part of thole who attend the preaching, get in; the
reft are glad to hear without.  There appcars fuclra
willingnels in the Americans to hear the word, as [
never {aw before. They have no preaching in fome
parts of the back Settlements. 1 doubt not but an
effectual door will be opened among them. O may
the Moft High now give his Son the Heathen for his
inhéritance! The number of Blucks that attend the
- preaching, affelts me much.”

Mr. Pilmoor vifited Maryland, Virginia and Aorih
Carolina, and preached in thole States with con-
liderable {uccefs.

About the latter end of the year 1771, Mr. Wefly
fent over Mr. Francis Afbury and MNr. Richard Wright
to the affiltance of the former Miflionaries. Mr.
Afbury was then, as he has been cver fince, inde-
tatigable in his labours. e flaid not long 1n the
cittes.  Moft of his time he {pent in the villages
and plantations, forming Societics in many places
IHe frequently complains in his Journal, which was

pubitthed in America, that his brethren were too fond
of
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of the cities ; and juftly obferves that no extenfive
work could be carried on in America, unlels the
Preachers devoted more of their time to the plan-
ttions ; the cities and towns being very few, and a

great majority of the inhabitants fettled in the 1n«
teriour parts of the country.

In 1773, Mr. Wefley fent over Mr. Thomas Rankir
ad Mr. George Shadford. When they arrived, they

found that the Societies in New York and Phliladelphia
had laid afide almolt all difcipline, and were little
better than a rope of fand. Mr. Rankin, who was a
firenuous advocate for all the various branches of
the economy eftablithed by Mr. Wefley, and was 1n-
vefted by him with confiderable authority, {oon re-
luiced every thing into order. He and Mr. Shadford
aboured for near five years on that Continent,
mvelling through all the States between New York
nd North Carolina inclufive, forming Societies and
preaching the gofpel with great {uccefs. |

“ At our firft little Conference in Philadelphia, July
1773," oblerves Mr. Ranfin in his own printed ac-
wunt, ““ we had about a thoufand in the ditterent
Societtes, and fix or {even Preachers: and in May
777, we had forty Preachers in the different eircuits;
ad about {even thoufand members in the Societies
befides many hundreds of Negroes, who were con-
ficed of fin, and many of them happy in the love of
bod. Were it not for the Civil War, I have reafon
bbelieve the work of God would have flourithed in a
more abundant manner, as both rich and poor gla&ly

G g e embraced
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embraced the truths of the golpel, and received the
Preachers with open arms.”

We thall give a fhort account of one of the revivals
in Virgima at this period, which may in fome degree
be conlidered as a {pecimen of them all,

“In 1770 and 1771, there was a confiderable out.
pouring of the Spirit of God at a place called Whie-
Qak. In the yvear 1772, the revival was more con.
fiderable, and extended itfelf in fome places for fifty
or Lixty miles round. It increaled ftill more in the
following year. In the {pring of 1774, 1t was more
remarkable than ever. Tears tell plentifully from the
eyes of the hearers, and fome were conftrained tocry
out. In the latter end of the ycar 1775, there was as
grcmt a revival of religion, as perhaps was ever known
in country-places in fo fhort a time: but it became
{till more confiderable in January 1776. Mr. Shai-
Jord then preached in Virginia : and while the ears of

the people were opened by novelty, God fent his
word home upon their hearts.  Many finners were
powertully convinced, and mercy! mercy! was ther
cry. Converfions were frequent ; and the people of

God were nfpired with new life and vigour, by the
happinels ot others; and entreated God with ftrong
cries and tears, {o to ¢ circumcile their hearts,” that
they might ¢ love him with all their heart,” and {erve
him with all their {trength.

** Numbers of old and grey-headed, and of middle.
aged perfons, of youth, yea, of little children, wer
the fubjects of this work.  There were mftances o

2 [
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the latter from cight or nine years old. Some of
the children were exceeding happy in the love of
God ; and {poke of the whole procefs of the work of
God, of their conviclions, the time when, and the
manner how they obtained deliverance, with fuch
clearnels as might convince an Atheift, that this was
nothing but the great power of God.

‘“ This outpouring of the Spirit {o extended itfelf,
that it foon took 1n a circumfercence of between four
and five hundred miles, including fourteen counties
in Virgina, and two in North Carolina.

“ At one meeting held in Boiffeaw’s Chapel, the
windows of heaven were opened 1ndeed, and the rain
of Divine Influence conunued to pour down for
more than forty days. At the Love-fealt then held,
it feemed as it the whole houle was filled with the
prefence of God. A flame kindled, and ran from
heart to heart. Many were deeply convinced of fin;
many mourncrs were fhlled with confolation ; and
many believers were {fo overwhelmed with love, that
they could not doubt but God had enabled them to
love him with 4/l their heart.

“The multitudes that attended on thele occafions, re-
turned home all alive to God, and {pread the flame thro’
theirrefpective nei shbourhoods, which ran fromfamily
to family. Sothat within tour weeks, feveral hundreds
found the peace of God. And fcarce any, conver-
fation was to be heard, but concerning the things of
God. The unhappy difputes between England and
her Colonies, had till this time engroiled the con-

verfation of all the people, but feemed now 1n
Ggg moll
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moft companies to be forgotten, while things of f,,
great%r importance lay {o near the hcart, Ip many
large companies one carclels perfon could not be
feen : and the far greater part {cemed pertectly happy
in a clear {enfe of the love of God.

‘“ Tt has been frequently obferved, that there never
was any remarkable revival of religion, but fome degree
of enthufiafm was mingled with 1t ; fome wild-fire, as it
is called, mixed with the facred flame. This work was
not quite free fromit. but 1t never role to any con.
fiderable heiglit, nor was of long continuance. In
fome meetings there was not that order obferved
which could have been wifhed. Some of the
aflemblies refembled the congregation of the Fews at
laying the foundation of the f{ccond Temple in the
days of Fzra. Some wept for grief; others fhouted
for joy, {othat it was hard to diftinguith one {rom
thc other.  So 1t was here. The mourning and
diftrels were {o blended with the voicce of joy and glad-
nefls, that it was hard to diitinguith the one from the
other. But the voice of joy prevailed, the people
{houting with a great fhout, fo that it might be heard
afar off.

““ In a fhort time a great work swas wrought: and
it was cevident beyond all contradiction, that many
open and profligate finners of all forts were effectually
and laftingly changed into pious, uniform chriftians.”

II. When the Civil War became general in that
country, Mr. Rankin, wita other Preachers from
England, who had {poken publicly 1 behalt
of the Brtifh Caule, were obliged to fly tor their

1 Jives,
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lives. And of all the European Miflionaries, M.
Francis Afoury alone was determined to bear the heat
and burden of that day. Though he had fpreferved
a perfect nentrality, and had fpoke nothing in public
or private on the merits of the war, yet he was obliged,
from the {ufpicions already raifed againfl the Societies,
to conceal himlelf for two years in the county of Kent
in Delaware, at the houfe of a Mr. White, a Juflice of
the Peace, and a member of the Society. In the
houle of this gentleman, he held two Conferences
with all the Preachers he could colle& in the midit of
the troubles. But a gentleman of Delgware, who
became a very celebrated charalter by his publications
~entitled The Farmer's Letters, Fohn Dickenjon, Elq.
predeceflor to Dr. Franklin m the Government of
Pennfylvania, with great candour gave him a flrong
letter of recommendation, by virtue of which he ven-
tured and continued to travel through the States with-
out any moleftation.

Many of the Preachers, that were dubious con-
cerning the merit of the war, and theretore icrupled
to take the oaths of allegiance to the States 1n which
they refpetively laboured, were fined or imprifoned.
But in every inftance, thole who were confined, foon
found {ome powerful friend, yea, oiften cne who had
no conneltion with the Scciety, who ufed hLis infiu-
ence with the Governor and Council of the State, and
obtained their liberty. Freguent initances {nere were,
when the Preachers were brought kzfore the Juages,
that they bore fnch a pointed teinmony againft fin,

and preached with fuch’ power the doftrines of the
| Gg 4 Golpel,
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Gofpel, that the Judges were at a lofs in what mange
to behave to them.  Mr. Moore, a Preacher in Buiti.
more, delivered, on one of thefe occaﬁom fuch
fermon from the Bar, as filled the ]udges and the

whole Court with admiration, at the clegance of
diction, and the flrength of his arguments, Tpe
Affembly of Maryland, partly perliaps to deliver the
Judges from the trouble which was given them, angd
partly cut of a fpirit of candour, pafled an A& ex.
preflsly to allow the Methodift Preachers, fo called, to
exercife their funclion without taking the oath of
allegrance.

Some time before this, a remarkable occurrence
happened in a county in Maryland.  Mr. Chew, ane
of the Precachers, was brought belore My, Downs, then
Sherifl of the county, and afterwards a member of
the General Alfembly of tlie State.  The Shenff de-
manded, whether he was a Mintfter of the Golpel.
On recciving from Mr. Crew an anf{wer n the
athrmative, he required him to take the oath of alle.
griance. Mr, Chew anfwered him, that he had {cruples
on his mind, and thereterc could nat confent at pre-
fent.  Mr, Downs informed lnm, that hetwas bound
on oath to execute the laws, and mull 1 {uch cale
commit him to prifon.  Mr. Chew calmly replied,
that he by no means withed to be the caule of perjury,
and therefore was perfectly refigned to futfer the
penalty incurred.  “ You are a {trange man,” cried
the Sherttt, ““and I cannot bear to punifh you. I
will thercfore make my own houle your prifon.” He

accordingly committed him undcr his hand and feal,
and
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d kept him 1n his own houle for three months,
during which time the Sheriff was awakened and his
Jady con\*el*Fﬂd. They {oon afterwards joined the {o~
clety and Mr. Downs with the afliftance of fome
neighbmning gentlemen, built a Preaching-houfe
for the Society at Tuckaho, the place where he lives.
During the Civil War, the focieties were deftitute
of the {acraments, except in two or three of the cities,
They could not obtain baptiim {for their children, or
the Lord’s fupper tor themlelves,~from the Prefby.
terian, Independent or Baptilt Minifters, but on con-
dition that they would leave the {ociety of which they
were members, and join thole churches refpectively :
and almaflt all the clergy of the church of England
had lcft the country. 'The locieties 1n general were
fo gricved on this account, and {o mfluenced the
minds of the Preachers by their incellant complaints,
that 1n the year 1778, a confiderable number of
them earncfily importuned Mr. Aflury to take
proper mealures, that the people might enjoy the
privileges of all other churches, and no longer be
deprived of the chrifbian {facraments. Mr. Afbury’s
attachment to the church of England was at that time
exceeding ftrong: he therefore refufed them any
redrefls. On this the majorily of the Preachers with-
drew from him, and confequently from Mr. Wefley,
and chofe out of themfelves three femior brethren
who ordained others by the impofition of their
hands, The Preachers thus fet apart, adminiftered
the facraments to thole they judged proper to receive
it, in every place where they came, However, Mr.

Afbury,
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Afbury, by indefattgable labour and attention, aﬁd"b?
all the addrefs in his power, brought them back one
after another: and by a vote of one of the (g
ferences, the Ordination was declared invalid ; and 5
perfett reunion took place.

111, When pecace was eftablithed between Great-
Britain and the Slates, the intercourle was opened be.
twixt the focieties in both countries.  Mr. Wefley then
received from Mr. Afbury a full account of the pIo-
grefs of the work during the war ; and elpecially of
the divifion which had taken place, and the difficyl-
ties he met with, before it was heaied. He alfo in-
formed Mr. Wefley of the extremne uneafinels of the
people’s minds for want of the facraments: that
thoufands of their children were unbaptized, and the
members of ihe focetics 1n general had not partaken
of the Lovd's iupper foi tnanv years.  Mr. Wefly then
confidercd the {ubject, and iniormed Dr. Coke of his
dgefign of drawing up a plan of Church-government,
and of cltablithins an ordination for his American fo-
cicties. But, cautious of entering on {o new a plan, he
afterwards {ulpendcd the execution of his purpole,
and weighed the whole for upwards of a year.

At the Conference held in Leeds in 1784, he de-
clared his intention of fending Dr. Coke and fome
other Preachers to America. Mr. Richard Whatcoat
and Mr. Thomas Vafry oftered themlelves as M-
honarics for that purpole, and were accepted. Be-
iore they failed, M. H"fﬂ(y abndgcd the Common
Praver-book of the Church of Englund, and wrote to
Dr. Cuke, then in London, dcliring him to meet him

in
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i Briflel, to receive fuller powers ; and to bring the
Rev. Mr. C?’f’z’gfzton with him. The Dr. and Mr.
Creighton accordingly met bimin Briflol; when, with
eir afliftance, he ordained Mr. Richard Whatcoat and
Mr. Themas Vafey Prefbyters for /Iwzci?"ica: and, being
peculiarly attached to every rite of the Church of
Englana, did afterwards ordain Dr. Coke a-Superin-
tendent, giving him letters of ordination under his
hand and {eal, and at the fame time the following letter
to be printed, and circulated 1n Amerca.

1 Briftol, Sept. 10. 1784
To Dr. Corr, Mr. Assury and our Brethren in
NorTH-AMERICA.

“ By a very uncommon train of providences, many
of the provinces of North-America are totally disjoined
from their mother-country, and erected into inde-
pendent States.. The Engli/i government has no
authority over them either civil or ecclefiaftical, any
more than over the States of Holland. A civil autho-
nty 1s exercifed over them, partly by the Ccngrels,
partly by the provincial Affemblies. Butno one erther
exercifes or claims any ecclefiaftical authority at all.
In this peculiar fituation fome thoulands of the inha-
bitants of thefe States defire my advice ; and 1n com-
pliance with their defire, I have drawn up a little
ketch.

“ Lord King’s account of the primitive. Chureh
convinced me many years ago, that bithops and prel-

byters are the {ame order, and confequently have the
fame
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fame right to ordai-n.‘l‘ Ff)'r many years I have beey
importumzd from time to time, to exercile thi right’
by ordaining part of our travelling Preachers, But
have ftill refuled : not only for peace’ fake; by be.
caufe I was determined, as little as poflible to violate
the eftablifhed order of the national Church to which
1 bclonged.

“ But the cafe 1s widely different between Englang
and North-America. Herg there are bithops who have
a legal juni{diCtion.  In America there are none, nei.
ther any parifh Minifters.  So that for fome hundred
miles together there 1s none either to baptize or to ad.
minifter the Lord's fupper. Here therefore my {cruples
arc at an end: and T concerve myfelf at full hiberty, as
I violate no order, and invade no man’s right, by
appomting and {ending labourers into the harveft.

“ 1 have accordingly appointed Dr. Coke and Mr.
Francis Afbury, to be joint Superiniendents over our
brethren in Noith-America: as allo Richard Whatcoat
and Tiomas Vufcy, to act as LElders among them, by
baptizing and admintftring the Lord’s fupper. Ard
" I have prepared a hiturgy, Iittie differing from that of
the Church of England (I think, the beft con ftituted
national Church in the world} which I advife all the
travelling Preachers to ufe on the Lord’s day, in all

+ A pious Prelate lately decealsd, remarks on this trans-
allion, ¢ If a DPre%ytor can o=dain a Bifhop, then the greater 1
bieflod of the lefs, and the order of all things 1 inverted,” No;
not if Mr. Wefl:3’s pofition be truc, that they are the fame order,
The Bithop fhould have overthrewn this Peﬁtion, (if he could}

‘@ have eltablifhed his own, h
thé
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the congregations, reading the Litany only on Wed.
nefdays and Iridays, and praving cxtempore on all
other days. I alfo advifc the Elders to adminifter
the fupper of the { ord on every Lord’s day.

¢ If any onc will point out a more rational and
fcriptural way, of feeding and gwding thofe poor
fheep 1n the wildernefs, I will gladly embrace it. At
prelent I cannot lee any bettcr method than that I
have taken.

“ It has indeed been propoled, to defire the Englifh
Bifhops, to ordain part of our Preachers for America.
But to this I object, 1.1 defired the Bithop of London
to ordain only one ; but could not prevail 1 2. If they
conlented, we know the flownels of their proceedings;
but the matter admits of no delay, 3. If they would
ordain them now, they would ikewiie expeti to govern
them. And how grievoufly would this entangle us ?
4. As our dmerican brethren are now totally difen-
tangled both from the State, and from the £ngiijk
Hicrarchy, we dare not ecntangle them again,
either with the one or the other. They are now af
full liberty, fimply to follow the Scriptures and the
Primitive Church. And we judge it beit that thev
{hould ftand faft in that Iiberty, wherewith God hss

{o ﬁrangel v made them free.
Joux Westey,”

Dr. Coke with Meflrs. Whaicoat and Vajey {ailed ac-
cordingly for America, in the month of September.
On their arrival, a general Conference of the Preachers

was held in Baltimore, at which the plan of Church-
government
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government propofed by Mr. Wefley, was unanimouﬂy
and thankfully received and adopted. My, Afbury
was ordained a Superintendent, and a fele§ number
of the Preachers, LKlders and Deacons. It was alfo
refolved, in order to prelerve the purity of thej
miniftry, that none fhould ever be ordained, til] they
were firft eleCted by a majority of the Conference,
and were then approved by the Superintendents,
The Society 1n the States then conflifted of about
fifteen thoufand members : but the work fo rapidly in.
crealed in the fix following ycars, that they amounted
to between fixty and {eventy thoufand at the death of
Mr. We/ley.

The limits of our hiftory will by no means allow
us to enter into a minute detail of the great out-
pourings of the Spirit, and the various revivals that
have taken place on that Continent, between Georgia
and Ma/fachufets fince the year 1784,  We fhall only
infert two accounts as {peccimens of the whole,
given by thofe who were eye-witnefies of this great
work.

1. In July 1777, there was a very remarkable
revival of religion, in the town of Pelerfburgh 1
Virgima, and i many of the counties round about.
Prayer-meetings were frequently held both in the
town and in the neighbourhood for many miles
round. From five to ten perfons were commonly
converted at a meeting, even when there were no
Preachers prefent. 'The mcetings cofien continued
for fix or feven hours together. At one quarterly-
mecting held ot a place called Maybery's chapel,

the
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the power of God was among the people of a truth,
mny hundreds being deeply awakencd, and about
one hundred and fifty converted, in two days. The
congregation confifted of about four thouland perlons.

The next quarterly-meeting was heldat a placeczalled
Jones’s chapel 1n Mecklenburg county.  This meeting
vas divinely favoured beyond defcription. The fighe
of the mourners was {ufficient to penetrate the moft
crelefs heart: and the believers prefented a faint
view of heaven, and of the love of God to man. The
dvine power came down upon the people, before one
Preacher arrived.  Sametimes the fight of each other,
betore they {poke, cauled their eyes to melt 1n tears,
and therr cups van over ; fo that they broke out into
joud praifes to God. Some, when they met, would
hlang on each other, and weep aloud, and pratle the
Lord. Others, when the believers began to {peak of
what God was doing, were melted down, and the
fame ran through the whole company.

The Preachers came up together; and by the time
they got within halt a mile of the chapel, they heard
the people pratfing God. When they came up, thev
found numbers weeping, both in the chapel and in the
open air. Some were on the ground crying for
mercy, others in extafies.  They rufhed 1n among
them, and tried to filence them, but all in vain,

The utmoft the Preachers cduld do, was to go
among the diftreffed, and encourage them. The old
membcrs of the Society allo did the fame. Some
were lying as in the pangs of death; many were as
wld as clay, and as flill asif dead: {o that among fix

oY
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or {even thouland people, there were few compara.
tively that had the proper ufe of their bodily powers,
fo as to take care of the reft,  Hundreds of the be
“hievers were fo overcome with the power of God, that
they fell down as in a {woen, and lay for twenty or
thirty minutes, and fome for an hour. Durng this
time, they were happy beyond defeription: and when
they came to themnfelves, 1t was with loud praifes to
God, and with tears and {peeches, enough to melt
the hardelt heart. If one looked round, the nighteous
appeared to be 1n heaven, and the wicked in hell. The
Preachers then went off 1nto the woods, and preached
to a large congregation.

The next day the Society met at nine in the morn.
ing to receive the Lord’s fupper, whilc fome of the
Preachers went into the woods, to preach to thole
that did not communicate. W hile one of them was
enlarging on that paflage of haly writ, “The Spmnt
and the bride fay come, &c.” the power of God fell
down on the people; and fuch bitter lamentations
were heard, that he was obliged to defift. Many {cores
of black as well as white people fell to the earth, and
lay 1n agonies till the evening,

In the evening as many of the mourners, were
colleCted as poflible, and placcd under an arbour.
The fight of them was a  drcadful relemblance
of hell, numbers of poor creatures being in every
pofture that diftrefled perfons could ger into, and
doletul lamentations heaed, comparable to thole which
we may concerve to bethe lamentations of the damned,
Thele commonly obtained peace in one moment, rofe

up
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up out of th=ir diflire’s when their burden fell off,
clapped their hands, and praited God aloud. Many
of thele peonle came ont from their houles perfecu-
ting, and railing againit this flir (as they called 1t,) and
were ilruck down 1 a very extraordinary manner.

A few days after this, a crowded congregration was
aflembled at Fones- Hole church. The people devoured
the word as faft asit was delivered. About half of
them were convetted perfm}s, whaole hearts were
glowing with love to God. They were entreated to
be {till, for the {ake of the reft who wanted to hear
the fermon: for many of them were ready to break
out 1tn praifes to God. Some were {o full of love and
gratitude, that thole who were near held them
down on their {eats, knowing that if they looked up,
and faw othersin the {fame heavenly frames, they mulft
evitably cry aloud, {o that the congregation would
not be able to hear the Preacher. Butin the applica-
tion of the ferinon, one of them 1rrefiftibly broke out
mto praifes.  In a minute this ran through the con-
gregation, and about five hundred at once broke outin
-~ loud pratlcs, while the unawakened feemed to beftruck
with a divine power.  Many of them cried for mercy,
fome on their kaees, others firetched on the ground.
In the hcight of this commotion, eleven rafters of the
houfe broke down at once with a dreadfnl noife with-
out hurting any one; and, what was amazing, not
one of the congregation, cxcept the Preacher in the
pulpit, leemed to hear iv: {fo mighty was the power
of God among the people!

H h -]t
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It was furprifing to behold {o great a revival, and
yet {o little perfecution.  'The realon was, the wickeg
were ftruck with fuch a fupernatural pm',ver, that they
woere conflrmmed (o {';.1_}.5 i he work 1s of God.” The
young converts fleod talt bevond expe@ation, Iy
Suffex county, 1a the coutfe of the lummer, there
wore auout fixteen hundred conveited 3 in Brunfwick
count, zhout cghteen hundred ; and in Amelig
counry about eight hundrad,

It may be necellarv to obierve. that we do notjuagc
of converfions, only by thofe high-raifed affe@ions,
vuich God gives from tme to time according to the
counlel of his own will, perlians, among other reafons,
to alarm a drowlv world; andinitances of which we
find 1n the Holy Scriptures, as well as 1n the accounts
tranfmitted down to us m all ages, and mn all the
nations of chriftendom, hince the eltablithment of
chriflianity : but by the confrquent frwis, by a holy
hie and converfation, by cvery hcavenly temper
breathing forth through all the relative duties of life,
| and 1 all the words and aétions of the man.

2. At a Quarterly-mecting held 1n Baltimore, in the
State of Maryland, on the 8th, and gth of Aunguli,
1789, and dming the [ollowing week, the kingdom of
satan fullered great lofs. The firft day of the Quarterly'-
meeting was profiteable to numbers: many cried and
‘wept bitterly for mercy, and fome fouls were born of
God.. Sunday, the {ccond day, was a mott awful and
glorious day. In the Love-feaft at eight in the morn-
ing the Society enjuyed a little Pentecoft, and dwelt

as it were 1n the fuburbs of heaven, Glory appeal"ﬁd
o
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fo reft on every countenance, while the people one
dfter another feelingly declared what God had done for
their fouls, as 1f their tongues were touched with a live
coal from the heavenly altar.

In pubiic preaching, the word was {o accompanied
by the encrgy of the Holy Gholt, that there were few
but felt 1ts mighty power. Some of the greateft re-
vilers of the work were conftrained to tremble and
weep. The congregation broke up on Sunday night
yery late, after many were converted. Some were
two, three or four hours on their knees, others
proftrate on the Hoor, moft earncftly agonizing for
mercy, till they could rejoice in God their Saviour.
What power ! \What awe refted on the people !

Some, after they went home, could not lleep, but
wept and prayed all night, The next day was fuch a
time as can hardly be defcribed, fo as to give a juft
1dea of it.  The Lord took the caule into his own
hand, and proved that he could, and would work for
s own glory and the {alvation of {ouls.

Early in the morning, a Preacher was feat for to
vifit a refpectable young lady, who had not clofed her
eyes the whole night,  When he went into the room,
the was in the arms of a young woman who had lately
found peace, weeping and praying, but almofl ex-
haufted. His heart was much affefled at feeing her
‘penttential forrow. She now faw the vamnity of the
world, and the need of a Saviour: fhe felt her mifery
and loft condition, and her cry and prayer was,
“Save, Lord, or I perifh.” He exhorted her to be-

lieve, and then fung and prayed with her, She con-
H h 2 tinned



468  THE LIFE OF MR. WESLEY,

tinded 10 this fituation for feveral hours, till a con.
fiderable number of the members of the Society, full
of faith, were colletied to fupplicate heaven 1n her
behalf ; and the Lord fuddenly fhed abroad his love
in her heart, o that fhe lifted up her voice with others
in loud pratles to God.

This was only a fmall part of that day’s work.
About ten in the morning, a company of mourners
affembled together at a private houfe, where the work
of converfion began. Firft one, then another, entered
into the hberty of the children of God. The news
{fpread ; the people colleéted, till the houfe and freet
were filled with numerous believers and a wondering
multitude : and this continucd without the leaft mn-
termiflion till might. They then repaired to the
church, which was prefently filled (though no pre-
vicus appointment had been made for divine {ervice
on that night) and they did not break up till two
o’clock the next morning : which made {ixteen hours
without intermiffion, except while they were going
from the private houle to the church.

Some, who came there quite carelefs, and indeed
making a derifion of the whole, were converted before
they treturned. Many hard-hearted oppofers were
conquered at laft, and earneftly fought {alvation.

At the fame time the country-circuits throughout
Maryland, feemed to Hlame with holy love. The
Preachers were zeal 1tdelf, and the holy tire ran as
flubble.  On' the contrary fide of the Chefapeai-Bay
there was a mighty work, hundreds in different paxts

turning to God. O that thele manifeftations of the
Lords



THE LIFE OF MR. WESLEY.  46g

Lord’s power and love may be felt throughout that
whole continent! Lord! haften the time!

We might fill a volume with accounts fimilar to
the above, of this great revival 1n the States of America:
but as Mr. Wefley was only concerned 1 the direflion
of it, at a diftance and not 1n perfon, the above fhall
futhce.

Of the work in Nova Scoiia and New Brunfwick, we
have lefs to {fay. Mr. William Black, a native of Yori-
flure, and a very zealous and ufcful Preacher of the
Golpel, has refided 1n one or other of thole provinces
for many years. During the war, he repeatedly 1m-
portuned Mr. Wefley to fend Preachers to help him.
But Mr. Wefley was determined not to fend any
Miffionaries acrofs the Atlentic during the unhappy
conteft. Mr. Blaci therefore laboured by himlelt, en-
deavouring to preferve alive the little flame he had
kindled by the grace of God. DBut his extenfive cir-
cuit prevented his enforcing as he withed the difcipline
preferibed by Mr, Wefley., After the peace, the Mellys,
Mann, two Preachers from the States, went to Nova
Scotiw with the Refugees, and atted 1n conjunttion
with Mr. Black. Mur. We/ley allo {oon after {ent over
Mr. Wray, a Preacher, to aflilt him. At the death of
Mr. Wefley, there was a Society of about five hundred
Whites and about two Lundred Blacks1n that country,
and a profpeét of greater good. Several {hort, but
very plealing accounts were written by Mr. Blact to
Mr. Wefley, imilar but not nearly cqual to the accounts
already given of the work of rei gion in the States.

H b3 SECTION
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> I.. C T I O N 1L

i, HE great revival in Europe did not merely

extend to the Contincnt of America. The
Iflands al{o were made partakers of the benefits thereof,
The work of God in the Wefl-India 1lcs, beganin
Antigua. A letter from Mr. Nathaniel Gilbert, who
had heard the Gofpel in England, but was then re-
fident in that Iland, dated, May 10, 1760, which
Mr. Wefley calls -*an account of the dawn of a Gof-
pel-day,” has the following remarks. ““ How cautious
ought we to be of judging ? I verily thought I had
come to a perfeCtly heathenifh country, where there
was not a chriftian to be found : but. bleffed be God,
there are a few here that fear him. He has not left
himfelf without witnels 1n this dry and barren wilder-
nefs, though the number, I {ear, is very fmall indeed.
About two weeks belore we {ettled, I figmified to one
or two perions, that as there was no lervice at church
in the afternoon, any perfon difpofed to join my
family, was welcome. I had on the firft Sunday fix
befides my own family, on the fecond nine, and on
the third about erghteen: and it 1s now not only fpreadr
through the town, that I have preached, but I believe
through this Iland. I find my difpoflition very averfe
to the practice of tiie Law, and indeed inclined to
nothing but the care of {ouls. A falle {hame and the
fear of moan, which' I have found troublefome for {eve-
ral years, was {uddenly removed, (I know not how,)
the day before I firflt exncundced in the town,”

1 ' Mz,
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Mr. Ivancs Gilbert, his b]Ongf,}” alfo oblerves,
“The ground feems to be prepared for the feed ; for
many are rcady to hear, and I truft from a better prin-
ciple than mere curtofity. 'We have taken a houfe for
preaching. But it is not half Jarge enough, though
it will contain two hundred perfons. It has been
crowded every might, while a number of attentive
hearers ftcod without.”

Mr. Aathaniel Gilberé, who was no lels than the
Speaker of the Houle of Aflembly, continued his
labours 1n the midft of great reproach, till he had
formed a Socicty of two hundred negroes, all of whom
were convineed of fin, and many of them truly con-
verted to (iod. At his death thefe were as theep
without a thepherd.  About this time the Moravians
fent Mulionavies to the Wefl-Indies, who brought a
few of thofc poor deflitutes mto therr Society.

About thirteen years ago, Mr. Fohn Baxter, a fhip-
wright of the Royal Dock at Challhem, and a local
Preacher 1 conneltion with Mr. Wefley, went to
Antigua to work for s Majelty 1n Engli/li Harbour.

he love of Chrill foon coniflrained him to bear a
pubiic teftimony {or the Mingof Kings, He collected
the [catterea remains of Mz. Gilbert's labours; and
tor feven or eight vyears, with furpriing affiduity,
waltked t?iu*ou*h the dews of the evenings, when his
work 1 the harbour was over, to inftruét for an hour
tne finves on the plantations: and the Sabbath-days
he ¢ntirely deveted to religious labours.  In this way
did he Jay himiat out {or the caule of God, enduring’
very great oppolition and periecution, till he had
rifed a Sudyt}r of at leait ecne thoufand members,

by almoft
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almolt all of whom were blacks., Of thefe feveral
preached : and though their language and abilities
were not fufhicient for the inflruétion of the whites,
they were highly profitable to the people of their own
colour.

In the latter end of the vear 1787, Dr. Coke failed
for Novvae Scoliz with three Mifhonaries.  But the
wellerly winds from the coall ot America blew with
fuch violence, that the caprain of the velfcl in which
they fatled, after ftvrving 10 vain to reacls the harbour
of Halifex, was oblized to bear oft for the Wefl- Indues,
After mexpreflible danger: and fuflenings during a
voyage of thirteen weeks, thev landed at Anfigua on
Chriftmas.day.  Mr. Doy and the Socety, as foon
as they knew them, rejoiced cxceedingly at therr
arvival.  During the fhort time Dr. Coke remained
there, the congregations were large, and the bleffings
many to the truly faithtul.  Mr. Hurrenner remained
m the Ifland, to afhft Mr. Baxier, and under their
miniflry and tiat of their fuccellors the work of God
tiourifhed abundantly. Between two and three thous
fand negroes, with a very few whites, were united in
Society, hundreds of whom wer truly converted to
God. The cftels of true religion were fo great, that
military law, which had becn confiantly enforced at
Chriftmas for fear of the mfurrection of the negroes,
who were at that fcafon of the year allowed two or
three days of rcereation, was now become a mere
form ; though at firlt it had originated in urgent ne-
ceflity. All the candid men among the planters ac-

knowledge, that the religious negroes are the beft
2 {ervants
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fervants they have : that they will obey more faiths
fully without a whip, than the others, however
feverely punifhed. In the town of St. fohn, the
negroes that compofe the congregation, who are chiefly
domeftic fervants, drefs on the Lord’s day in the molt
pleafing manner. The women wear white linen
gowns, petticoats, handkerchiets, and caps. The
men alfo appear equally clean: and in the whole
congregation it would be difficult to find a fpot of
dirt.  But, what 1s flill infiaitely preferable, many of
them are ornaments of civil Society, and for deep
chriftian experience may put to the blufh many great
profeffors 1n thele kingdoms.

The {pirit of refignation and of zeal for the {alva-
tion of fouls, was very remarkably evidenced in one
inftance by the Society in the town of St. foln.
Duting Dr. Coke’s vifit to the Iffand, the chapcl was
filled every evening by the gentlemen and ladies of
the town, fo that the negroes were obliged to ftand
without, at the windows : and yet, though the chapel
had been erefted by the numerous, continued, but
{mall {ubfcriptions of the blacks, they bore their ex-
pulfion out of their own chapel, not only without the
leaft complaint, but with joy and exultation ; in hopes
that the whites might be profited by the preaching
of the word. But, alas! the impre{lion made on the
minds of the gentry in general, was only like the early
dew.

We cannot omit recording the great {acrifice made
at this time by Mr. Baater : who gave up an income

of four hundred pounds currency per annum, which
he
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he reteived from the Government as flore-keeper iq

Englifh Iavbour, that he nught devote bimfelf Wh(ﬂly
to the work of Goa among the Negroes, though he
kncw that his dependence for a hiv elinood would be
then wholly on Providence. |

Nothing can more evidence the fincere love, which
the members of the Society 1 this Iiland bear to.
wards each oiher, than the attention they give to thofe
among them, who are fick.  They attend them, as far
as pollible, with the greatell patience and diligence;
and, by little fubfenptions among themielves, procure
the befl medical aliifiance,

The i1nhabitants of this Ifland amount to about
feven thouland Whites, and about thirty thou-
find BRlacks. Two thoulind two hundred of the
jatter are united 1 Soctety, belides about two thou-
fand that arc members of the Morcavign church., The
members of both Societies, we have reafon to believe,
are more or lels awakened.  Such a divine feed, fuch
a holy leaven, is not perhaps to be found within {o
mall a compals in any other part ot the globe.

From Antigua, Dr. Cole with two or three Al
fionarics vifited ihe Ifland of S¢. Fiaeen!.  Here the
piamers Lave been fingularly kind, and have almoft
univerfaliy opened their plantations to the Mil
fionaries.  The inhabitants amoun. to about one

1 £ e v . . . . [
thounland VWhites, and aboui cignt or i thoufand

Diccls,  From [our to five hnndred of the latter ar
jomedd in Soctety. But the Hland being ne wiy fett] led,
2nil the I‘?hb oes 10 general naives of sfiica, the work
i rod s at preie nt very fuperly clal U**m”m them.

A orenn UMDI
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A remarkable circumftance ocenurred in this Ifland,
which deferves to be recorded, as it {hews the wicked-
nels of man 1n his {tatc of nature. One night, about |
Chriftmas 17go, a company of rioters broke into the
chapel which the Millicnaries had purchafed and
ftted up in Keingflon. They then damaged the benches
and other things, and afterwards feized on the Bible,
carried 1t to the public gallows, and hung it in form
thereon ; where it was found the next morning. The
Magiftrates of the Ifland very nobly advertiled a re~
ward of a hundred pounds for the difcovery of any
of the perpetrators of this audacious villainy.

3. The third Ifland which Dr. Cike and the Mil-
honaries vifited, was St. Chriflopher’s.  Great has been
the {uccefs of the word of Ged in this Ifiand. A
Society of about one thouland five hundred members
has been raifed, many of whom are alive to God, and
examples of virtue to all arcund them. This Ifland
contains nearly the fame number of inhabitants as
that of Antigua.

- 4. The fourth Iland wifited by the Preachers was
St. Euflatius, which belongs to the Duich Welt-India
Company. Here they met with a very violent per-
lecution from the Government itfelf, the only inftance
hince the commencement of this great revival, where
the Government of any country has openly and pro-
fefledly fupported a perlecution. Dr. Coke and the
other Miflionaries were at lalt diiven ocut of the
Hland. But belore they departed, a ieed of divine
grace, was not only fown, but tcok deep root 1n the

hearts of many. Two hundred precious, perlecuted
{ouls

L
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fouls have united together according to the rules I4ig
down by M. efly: and feven or eight exhorers
have been raifed among themfelves.  This Somety
has indeed verified the ancient proverb, Virgy; Jub
pondere crefeit : picty and Lolinels flourith under the
crofs., In proportion to theu numbers, they pro.
bably excced all the Socicties in that archipt‘:lago, for
genuine rehigion and all 1ts {acred fruits.  This litge
Ifland contains about one thouland five hundred
whites, and about {even or eight thouland blacks,

5. In 1788, Mr. Wefley lent Dr. Coke, with fe.
veral Miflionaries, to the Wefi-Iud:es, to extend that
bleffed work which the Lord had {o fignally begun,
They landed in Barbadoes on December g.  This
Ifland contains about twenty-five thouland whites,
and about [cventy thoufand blacks : but the in.
habitants {eein to be farther hhom the kingdom of Geod,
more relultant to recerve infliuction, and more callous
to convition, than thole of any other of the wind.-
ward lilands.  However the proipett begins to
brighten, and there has been lately fome appearance
of fuccelfs.

6. The Ifland of Nevis was vifited in the next place,
The inhabitants confift of about four hundred whates,
and about tcn thoufand blacks. Four or five hundred
of the negroes are united in Society.  'The planters are
exceeding friendly ; and much good is likely to be
done.

7. The 1fland of Torlolz alfo was this year vifited
by Dr. Coke and others. It contains about one thou-

fand whites, and about nine thoufand blacks. There
' are
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are {feveral {mall Iflands around 1¢t, the whole forming
a fmall archipelago of themfelves, Great has been
the outpouring of the Spirit of God orr the inhabitants
of this little group of Iflands : {o that one thoufand
five hundred of them have been truly turned to God.

8. In January 1789, Dr. Coke vifited the Ifland of
Famaica : and began a work there through the divine
blefling, againfl which, we truft, the gates of hell will
not prevail. He was {ucceeded by others: the {pint
of perfecution has raged in that Ifland with extreme
fury : {fo that the lives of many pious perfons have
been almolt miraculoully {aved from the rage of the
mob, A Society of two hundred members has been
rafed in Aingfion. The 1fland is an object of con-
fiderable magnitude.  The inhabitants amount to
about twenty-hve thouland whites, and about three
hundred thouland blacks and mulattoss.

9. In 1790, Dr. Cokeand Mr. Baxter vifited Grenada.
They were received with great courtely by the Go-
vernor and many of the principal gentlemen of the
[fland. A fmall Society has been formed in the town
of St. George: but no extenfive good will ever be
wrought 1n that Ifland, till fuch Miflionaries are
ftationed there, as are able to preach in Frengi, which
is the native language of far the greateflt part of the
inhabitants.

10. In Dﬂmim'm, an attémpt has been made with
confiderable fuccels.  One hundred and fifty blacks
were convinced of fin, But the holy man who was
appointed to the care of that work, Mr. McCornock, was
leized, through excellive fatigue, with an inflammatory

fever,
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fever, of which he died: and his place has nevey et
been filled up. Sanfe Cruz, and the other Danify
Ffles, are open to the Mullionaries.  So that in ¢
part of the globe, it may be truly faid, < The harvef
is great, but the labourers are tew.”

We might have enlarged on the various Gecafions,
when God was p]eafcd to ravour this people with
tmes of refreflung from fow hrdlence. But this being
one of the remote works ot (e honoured fubje& of
our hiftory, carricd on by @is delesate and other
Miffionaries, we have oniy wuched upon the various
narticalars, refernng our roders tor a fuil account to
the Juurnals of Dr. Coke. A complete view of the
whole work of God, of whichh Mr. Wefley was the
arft and chief inftrument. could not be given, with.
out taking into our accou:ii tiis infant work m the
American les.

11. About the year 1763, Mr. Coughlan, a travelling
Preacher in connection with Mr. IWefley, was ordained
by the Rifhop of Lozdon at the requelt of the Soaety
for the propagation of the Gofpcl, that he might be
qualified for the office of a Miflionary for the Hland
of Newfoundland.

For three years and upwards he laboured in Har-
bour-Grace and Carbonnear without any apparent
fuccefs and in the midRt of great perfecution. ke
was profecuted in the chief court of the Ifland, but
elcaped the fury of his crremues.  In letters to the
Soctety for the propagation of the Gofpel, he was aCs
cufed of almoft every thing that was bad. When his

enemies found that thefe meshods were not fufficient
10
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to remove ki, they emploved a Phvlician to podon
him, who was {oon afterwards converted to God, aud
difcovered this wicked defien.

At laft the Lord condelcendaced to vilit this miferable
people, and poured out his Spirit abundantly. Mane
were {oon turned to the Moft High. Mr. Coughien
mmediately united the truly fincere inregular Clafies.
On this the perfecution grew hotter; till at laft he
was Jummoned before the Governor @ but the
Governor declared 1n his favenr, and appointed him
a Juftice of the Pcace; on which the perlecution
cealed, and he laboured for tour vears m much quiet-
nefs and with great {uccels. e then returned ¢o
England.

On Mr. Coughlan’s departure, Mr. S'rcifon and Mr.
Thoomey, two local Preachers m connelison with Mr.
Weflrv, undertook the care oi the Societies which Mr.
Coughlan had formed: but thele gentlemen being
much engaged in mercantile bufinels, the Societies
loon fell into decay.

Some vyears alter this, Mr. Wefley appointed Mr.
Fohn McGeary as a Miflionary for Newfoundland. whe
went over accordingly.  In 1790, Mr. McGeary who
had returned to England, was appointed a {econd time
tor that Illand, and was rendered ufeful to the people.
A little after Mr. Wefley's death, Mr. Black, who had
the care of the Societies in Nova Scotia and New Byunj-
wick, vifited Newfoundland, and was remarkably ufetul.
Such a revival took place under his labours, as will
not foon be forgotten. Thus in this barren fpot the

Lord has raifed up a people to ferve hum. “ He has”
indeed
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indeed ““made a way 1n the wildernefs, and 1jyer, »
the defert.” That dreary, rocky. uncultivated coaft
is likely to bring forith a plenuful harveft fop the
Lord.

A S . e — - A .l e N _-—_——-—-‘ﬁ-nu—-h‘__‘
uy

C H A P. 1V,

A review of Mr. Wesvey’s Writings.  Several incidents
in the three lafl years of his Life : his laft Illnefs, and
death.  Iis Charaller : and the Conclufion,

S E C T I O N 1

HOSE who have hitherto confidered Mr. Wely
as a writer, have fallen under great miftakes,
There was a unity in his characler, of which they were
cither totally ignorant, er not {ufliciently fenfible:
and without this 1t was not poflible to do him juftice.
In the year 1725, he tells us, he made a refolution, te
dedicate all his Iife to God: all his thoughts, words,
and aélions ; being thoroughly convinced there wasno
medium ; but that cvery pari of his life, (not fume
only) muft either be a {acrifice to God, or him{elf,
that 1s 1n effe€t to the devil.
It is in this light his writings, as well as all his
labours, are to be viewed, His defign in writing and
in preaching was the fame, viz. that he might be
faithful® to every talent committed to hi, and that
all might iflue in bringing glory to Guod, and peac®
and good will to men,

Seeing
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Seeing 1t was his one aim to do all the good 1n his
power, it would have been ftrange, if he had not in a
life of eighty-cight years, produced many books. If
hs extracts from other Authors be taken into the
ccount, they amount, great and f{mall, to feveral

hundreds.

'In the year 1749, he began to {eleft and abridge
the works of the wileft and moft pious men that have

ived fince the days of the Apoftles, in order to form a
Chriflian Library. He began with the Epiftles and
other writings of the Apoltolic fathers, Ignalius;
Polycarp, Clemens Romanus, &c. He waded through
2 prodigious number of books on practtical and ex-
perimental religion, in regular fucceflion according to
the times when they were written: and at length
completed a work of fitty volumes, When we con-
fider that he reduced many fohos and quartos to a
nocket volurmne: that he did this in the midit of
labour, which many would think 1n itfelf {ullicient to
vear out the moft rcbuft of mankind: that he
sbridged {eme of thofe volumes on horleback, and
others at Inns, or houles, where he ftaid but a few
days or hiours, how altonifhing will his induftry and
perfeverance appear !

" He willingly embraced any toil which might pro-
mote the wifdom, or happinels of mankind. With
this view, he compiled a Syltem of Natural Philofo-
phy, comprifing therein what 1s known with any
certainty, or is likely to profit thole who have pleature
n the works of God ; who confider,

I i ¢ Thele,
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“ Thelc, as they change, Almighty Father! thefe
Are but the vaited God!”

And his labour was not loft.  Iven the learned have
admired this performance, as an uletul and edifying
compendium.  Mr. IWefley recetved letters highly ex-
preflive of fatisfaction, from {ome of the firft names
in Oxford, to whom he had prefented it.

From the fame motive he compiled his hiftorical

works. He had not time to be original 1n thofe
produlions. He therelore chofe the beflt he could
find, Civil, and Ecclchaftical ; and abridged, added,
or altered, as he belicved the.truth required, and to
fuit the convenience of the purchafer: his chief am
being to {pread religious and uleful knowledge among
the poor or mddling clafs of men.
- To unbend the mind, and innocently amule it, he
recommended the molt excellent Poems, and {ome
other writings in the Engl:/l language : and publithed
a colleétion of the former in three volumes. With
the fame dchign he abridged that much efteemed pro.
duttion, the Fool of Quality, by the late Mr. Brooke,
He much admired this work, confidered in the view
mentioned above; as tending not only to entertam,
but allo to loiten and amend the heart, and open
evely avenue to pity and bencvolence.

His controverf: ! pleces he wrote as need required,
Firft, to preferve thole who were in danger of being
feduced from the plain religion of the Bible: and,
fecondly, 1f poflible, to recover thole who had fallen
iinto the Thare. The chicf of thefe is his Treatife on

o Origind
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Original Sin, 1 anfwer to the late Dr. Taylor of
Norwich, the molt fubtle, refined, plaufible Socinian
of the prelent age: and whofe wriiings gained the
more credit, as he was a man of {obriety and benevo.
lence. "Phe Doclor never could be prevailed on to
anfwer Mr. Wefley, as he had done his other op-
ponents. ~ Whether he was convinced or not, it is
certain his efteem was gained ; and he ever {poke of
Mr. Wefley 1n terms of the highefl refpeét.

Many of thole who wrote againit Mr, We/ley were
far from being refpettable: and fome of them were
deftitute, either of ability or inforinaﬁon.- Some of
his friends have regretted, that he would condefcend
to beflow an ani{wer upon them. But though thefe
Writers knew neither the man they vilified, nor the
fubject they treated, yet they generally made a fierce
attack, however clumfy, on fome part of what he
elteemed the truth of God. To this they were 1n-
debted for an anfwer. And many who never {aw the
publications of thele gentlemen, have been edified by
his replies; the truth appearing to them in a {uill
ltronger light than ever before.

[t was in thole pieces that his confummate fkill
i argument appeared with fuch advantage. He
needed not to complain concerning any of his op-
ponents,

2
“ Quo teneam vultum mutantem Protea nodo r” #

He could bind the fubtleft of them. He perceived in

a moment when they departed from the quettion,

I12 thifted

"% Fow fhall I hold one who is continually changing his fhape?
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fhifted the terms, or uled any fallacy.  And as he was
attacked from every quarter, there is fcarce any point
of divinity, which he has not illultrated and cop.
firmed in thole occafional publications.

His Notes on the New Tcllament we have already
mentioned, as being compoled during his illnefs in the
year 1753, and chiefly during his confinement at the
Hot-Wells, near Briflul.  As he avows in his preface,
that he took Bengelius for s model, we cannot be
furprifed that moft of lus Notes are concifely ex.
planatory. Thole who have read the Gnomon of
Eengelius, and  elpecially his preface to the Latin
edition, need not be nummed wrh what a degree of
abhorrence that learned man {pcaks of long comments,
as tending to draw off the reader’s attention from the
Scripture 1tlell; or as leading him to magnify {ome
parts of 1t to the neglett or lightly efteeming of other
parts, equally given by the Divine Author for our
profit. How exadlly did thefe two great men agree
in {entiment !

Some time after the publication of his New Tefta-
ment, he was ftrongly folicited to write a Comment
on the Old Teftament alfo. But his various labours
rendered this 1mpoffible. e at length fo far com-
plied with importunity, as to fcle@ «nd abridge the
Comments of thole writers who are moft highly
efteemed, particularly Iy and Poole ; leaving out
what he thought needlefs, or inconliflent with truth,
and adding what he conceived neceflary to perfett
the fenfe, or make it conduce more direttly to the
{piritual profit of the reader. Thefe who can relifh

. the
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the Holy Scriptures in their own naked majﬁﬂy, have
ufed this help with thankfulnefs.

Among s Original Works, his Sermons, and his 4p-
peals to Men of Reafor and Religion, deférve particular
notice. Of his deflign 1n writing the former, as well as
of his method of imvefligating truth in general, he has
siven us the following firiking account in his preface.

«« I defign plain truth for plain people. Therefore
of fet purpofe I abitain from all nice and philofophi-
cal fpeculations, from all perplexed and intricate
reafonings ; and as far as poflible from even the fhew
of learning, unlels in {ometimes citiny the original
Scripture. Nothing appears here in an elaborate,
elegant, or rhetorical drefs. I mention this, that curious
readers may {parc them{elves the labour of feeking for
what they will not find.

“My defign 1s, mn [ome fenfe, to forget all thatI
have ever read in my life. I mean to {peak, in the
general, as if I had never rcad one Author, antient or
modern, (always excepting the infpired.) I am per-
fuaded, that on the one hand, this may be a means of
enabling me more clearly to exprels the {entiments of
my heart, while I fimply follow the chain of my ocwn
thoughts, without entangling my felf with tho{e of
other men : and that, on the other, I {hall come with
fewer weights upon my mind, with lefs of prejudice
and prepollefhon, cither to fearch for mylelf, or to
deliver to others, the naked truths af the golpel,

“ To candid reafonable men, I am not afraid to lay
open what have beca the inmoft thoughts of my heart.

1 have thowht I am a creature of 2 day, paling
11 3 through
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through life, as an arrow through the air. ] am 3
{pivit come fron God, and returning to God. juft
hovering over the great gulph 5 till a few momengs
hence, I am no more leen ; I drop into ag yp.
‘changeable eternity! T want to know gne thing, the
way to heave:r: how to land lafe on that happy fhore,
God himfelf has condelcended to teach the way ; for
this very end he came from heaven.  He hath written
it down 1n a book. O give me that book! At any
price, give me the bookx of God! I haveit: here is
knowledge enough for me. Lect me be Homo ungys
bri. ¥ Here then 1 am, far from the buly ways of
men. I fit down alone: only God 1s here, In his
prefence I open, I read his book ; for this end, to find
the way to heaven. Is there a doubt concerning the
meaning of what I read? Does any thing appear dark
or intricate ? I lift up my heart to the Father of lights,
““ Lord, 1s it not thy word, If any man lack wifdom, lef
hom afk it of God 2 Thou givefl libevally, and wpbrardeft
not. Thou halt faid, If any be willing to do thy will, he
Shall know. 1 am willing to do: let me know thy will:
I then f{earch after and conflider parallel paffages of
Scripture, comparing fpuritual things wich fpiritual. |
meditate thereon, with all the attention and earneit-
nels of which my mind is capable. If any doubt ftill
remains, I confult thofe who are experienced 1n th?
things of God : and then the writings whereby, being
dead, they yet {peak. And what [ thus learn, that
teacn,”

| Afte?

* 4 man qf 011€ Dooks
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 After fuch an account as this, to confider his
{ermons according to the ufual mode of criticiim,
would be unftair—we had almoflt {aid irreverent.
They fully ani{wer the expeélation, which the pious
and fenfible reader 1sled to form by this exordium,
His firlt four volumes contain the {ubftance of what
he ulually declared 1n the pulpit. He defigned by
them to give a view of what St. Paul calls (v} drroyiar
wig wsews) 1he analogy of Fauh. They are written with
great energy ; and, as much as poflible, in the very
words of the inipired writers. He was fully of
Luther’smind, who dcclared, that divinity was nothing
elfe, than a grammar of the language of the Holy Ghott,
His other fermons were written occaftonally. The
laft four volumes (which he wrote for his Magazine)
have been much admired, even by thofe who were not
much dilpofed to relith his dofirines i1n general.
They certainly contain abundance of information ;
and are written not only with his ulual ftrength, but
with more than ufual elegance. Two of the Jait {er-
mons which he wrote, (thelatter of which he hinifhed
about fix weeks before i ceath,) are inferior to
nothing he ever compoicd, if to any thing in the
Engliff. language, 'T'he {ubjelts were remarkably
ftriking.  The former was from Plalm lxxui. 2o,
Even like as a dream when one awaketh, fo fhalt thow
make their image to vanyfh out of the caly. The latter,
from Hebrews xi. 1. Faith is the evidence of 1hings not
Jeen.  In this laft difcourfe he has given his thoughts
on the feparate flate, the flate of {ouls from death to
the refurrc@ion. The thoughts are deep and high;
I1 ¢4 yet
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yet rational and {criptural ; worthy of one, whao
ftanding on the verge of time, looked forward Into
that eternity which he had long and earneftly cop.
templated.

«« Leaving the old, both woilds at once they view,
¢ Who ftand upon the threfhold of the new.”

Yet the whole 15 confidered with that diffidence,

which becomes an cmbodied {pirit.  How deep and
facred 1s the fubject! |

“ Sacred how high, and deep how low,
FHe knew not here, but died to know 17

His Appeals (apologies they would have been called
in the ancient church) anfwer the 1dea, which the term
maflerly produélion ufually gives us. They were wrt-
ten in the fulnets of his heart; while bcholding the
world lying in the wicked one, he wept over it. We could
almofl venture to affert, that no unprejudiced perfon
can read them, without feeling their force, and ac-
knowledging their juftnels. It is certain they have
convinced many perfons who were deeply prejudiced ;
and thole too of confiderable learning. It has been
remarked, that thole who ¢ruly preach the Golpel,
do it with a flaming tongue. We are ready to make
a fimilar remark relpeing thele Appeals. The flame,
the power, and yet the {obricty of love, are highly
manifelt 1n them., We cannot but earneitly recom-

mend them to 2ll, who defire to know what [pirit he
was
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was 0f while contending againft almoft the whole
world ; and whether 1t really was for the truth O‘C(;od
he fo contended.

About fourtecn years ago, he began to publifh a
periodical work, which he called the Arminian
Magazine, as he defigned to infert therein extraéls
and oviginal treatifes on Univerfal Redemprion.  Many
of thele are of great value; and were written by men
of great crudition. In this work ke reprinied an
Original Tralt of ais own, entitled “ Predeflination
Calmly Confidered.” Concerning this prece, a Writer
of Mr. Wefley's Lafe, who cannot be {ulpected of parti-
ality, has obferved, “Itis a model of contizeaify ;
clear and cogent; concife and argumentative ; cid
the more convincing, becaufe the {piitt 1 wich 1t 13
written is as amiable, as the realuning s unaniwerabie,
Perhaps there is not in the Zagliyft language, a trea-
tife which contains in fo fmai. = compals, fo fulland
mafterly a refutation of the princ,, e he oppoles.”

In this work he alfo publifhed an onginal [ermon
cvery two months. Concerning thele we have al-
ready {poken. This publication has, upon tie whaole,
been very profitable to ifs numerous readers. It s
a Chriftian Library in itfelf, containing Controverhal,
Doétrinal, and Experimental Dnmzt}, in profe and
verle, animated by accounts of the Triumphant
Deaths of many holy perfons.  Natural Philolophy,
and remarkable Aneccdotes from Hiflory and Travels,
have alfo a place theremn. In compilations of this
nature, it could hardly be expected that nothing
ifling fhould ever appear. Sowne things of this

kind
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kind have been acknowledged : and it is hoped oy
abundant care will be taken, thrt this publication fhy)
not again be thus leffened 1n 1ts real value,

What has been faid of Nr. TVe/ley’s defign i
writing, may alfo be faid of his fiile. His concifenefs
which has been often remarked, did not arife from
his abhorring circumlocution as a wrifer only, but
alfo as a Chriftian. e has often told us, that he
made a conlcience of ufing no more words on aﬁy
fubject than were ftriétly necellary.  We are not fure
that he did not {ometimes, on this account, complain,
with Horace,

e Drevis efle laboro,
Obfcurus fio.

Siriving to be concife, I become obfcure.  But this was
rarely the cafe. Ilis peripicuity 1s as remarkable
as the manlinefs of his ftile.

His original works have great force ahd energy:
This, we have often thought, arofe, 1n a good degree,
from a circumf{tance not gencrally known. He never
fet himfelf to confider a fubjedt, before the necellity of
his treating upon it firlt appeared. Even then, he
never wrote a line, till his mind was fully impreffed
with the nature and importance of 1it. He has faid
on one of thofe occafions, as Job, Now, tif I hold my
tongue, I fhail give up the Ghoft ! And he might have
often faid the fame, His i1deas camc thus warm,
both from the head and the heart. 1lis foul was in
the fubject: and hence the mddxbleunprefﬁons Ofteﬂ

made upon the minds of the- readers, We
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e fhall conclude this account, partly, in the
words of the Writer we have alrcady mentioned :
¢ [i uicfuluels be excellence ; if public good ought
to be the chick objett of attention in public cha-
alters; and if the greatelt benefa@lors to mankind
are molit ellunable ; Mr. Weflley will be iong re-
membered as one of the beft of Writers, as well as

of men, as he was, for more than fifty years, the moft
diligent and indcfatigable,”

S E C T I O N 1l

URING the latter years of Mr 1 /7ey’s life, he
was a wonder unto many. To fec a man at
the age of fourlcore years and upwarus, perfevering
i daily labours, from which even the young and
vigorcus would recede as {rom an intolerable burden :
To fee him rifing 1n the morning at four; travelling
from thirty to fixty or {eventy miles a day ; preaching
daily two, three, or four, yea, lometimes five lermens ;
reading, writing, vifiting the fick, converfing with his
fiiends, and {upelintending the Societies wherever he
came ; and in all this labour and care, to fee him a
flranger to wearinefs either of body or mind : t}};s
was a new thing tn the carth, and excited the admira-
tion of mankind. |
We have already noted the obfervations which he
made on his birth-day, in Holland, 1n the year 1783,
that ¢« by the mercy of God his eyes were not waxed

dnn, and what flrength of body or mind he had thirty’

| years
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years before, the fame he had then.” And we find
fimilar remarks vearly in his journal til] the year
1737. In the month of Augull 1n that year, the
weather being intenfely warm, he found himfels mMore
relaxed than ufual; and from this time he nevey e
joyed that ftrength for which he had hitherto beeq fo
remarkable. On the firflt of March in the following
year, on his leaving London, he remarked, that he
found a difference by the 1nereale of years in the
following relpefts, He was lefs alive, and walked
flower, particularly up hill : his memory was not fo
quick ; and he could notread fo well by candle-light :
but that all his other powers of body and mind re-
mained juft as they had been for many years.

On his birth-day in this year (June 28, 1788,) he
obferves, “I this day enter on my eighty-fixth year,
Andwhat caufe have I to praifc God, as fora thoufand
fpiritual bleffings, {o for bodily bleflings allo ? How
little have I {fuffered yet, by ¢ the rufh of numerous
years!” It 1s true, I am not {0 agile as T was 1n times
paft ; I donot run or walk {o falt as T did. Myﬁght
1s a little decaved. My left eye 15 grown dim, and
hardly ferves me to read. I have daily fome pain 1
the ball of my right cve, as alfo in my right temple
(occabioned by 4 blow received fome months fince)
and in my right fhoulder and arm, which 1 1npute
partly to a {prain, and partly to the rheumatifm. 1
find likewife {ome decay m my memory, with re-
gard to names, and things lately palt: but not at all,
with regard to what I have read or heard, twenty,
forty or fixty years ago. Neither do find any deca')r

1
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in my hearing, fmell, tafte or appetite (though I
want but a third part of the food I did once) noy
do I feel any fuch thing as wearinefs, either in travel.
ling Or preaching. And I am not confcious of anv
decay in writing {ermons, which I do as readily, and I
pelieve, as correttly as ever., ]

To what caufe can I impute this, that 1T am as
[am? Iirft, doubtlels, to the power of God, htting
me for the work to which I am called, as long as he
pleafes to continue me therein : and next, fubordi-
nately to this, to the prayers of Ius children.

May we not impute it, as 1nferior means :

1. To my conftant exercile and change of air?

2. To my never having loft a might's fleep, fick or
well, at land or at fca, fince I was born ?

3. To my having fleep at command, {o that when-
ever I feel mylelf almoit wornout, I call 1t, and it
comes, day or might ?

4. To my having conltantly, for above fixty years,
rifen at four in the morning ?

5. To my conftant preaching at five in the morn-
ing, for above fifty years ¢

6. To my having had fo Iittle pain in my life, and
{o little forrow, or anxtous care ?

Even now, though I find pain daily, in my eye, or
temple, or arm, yet it is never violent, and feldom
lafts many minutes at a time.

“Whether or not this is fent, to give me warning;

that I am fhortly to quit this tabernacle, 1 do not
know :
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know : but be 1t one way or the other, T have gniy ta

fay,

‘“ My remnant of davs
I {pend to hrs praife
Who died the whole weorld to redeem -
Be they many or few,
My davs are has due,
And they all are devoted to Him!1”?

It had been reported, that Mr. Charles Wefley had
faid a little before he dicd, that his brother woylg
outlive him but one year. Mr. Wefley did not pay
rauch attention to this; but he feemed to think that,
confidering his years, and the {ymptoms of decay
which he had marked in himfelf, {uch an event was
highly probable. Yet he made not the leaft altera-
tion 1n his manner of living, or in his labours, He
often {aid to us during that year, “ Now, what ought
I to do1n cale T am to die this year? I do not fee
what I can do, but to go on in my labour juft as I
have done hitherto:” and in his fournal he remarks,
““ If this 1s to be the laft year of my hife, I hope it will
be the belt. 1 am not careful about it, but hearttly
recerve the advice of the Angel 1 Mi/on,

£ 17

How well 15 thine : how /osa permit to heavn.”

In converfing on this fubje&t before he left London,
he oblerved to us, “ Mr. Stonchoufe fard many years
ago, that my brother and I fhould dic in the harnels.

My brother did not, Bu, I believe 1 thall.” He
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~He accordingly refufed to liften to the advice of
many who loved him: and, contrary to their earneft
entreattes, went to Ireland at the ufual time. He
travelled through that kingdom once more, as we
have related in 1ts place. In Dublin he made the fol-
lowing remarks on his birth-day : *“ This day I enter
on my eighty-feventh year. I now find I grow old.
1. My fight 1s decayed, {o that I cannot read a fmall
print, cxcept 1n a {trong hight: 2. My flrength is de-
cayed, {o that I walk much {lower than.I did {fome
years fince: 3. My memory of names, whether of per-
fons or places, is decayed: I am obliged to flop a
little to recollelt them. What I fhould be afraid of
is, if I took thought for the morrow, that my body
fhould weigh down my mind, and create either fu)-
bornnefs by the decreale of my underflanding, or
peevifinefs by the increale of bodily infirmities. But
thou fhalt anfwer for me, O Lord my God.” 7

On the firlt day of the following year, (1790) he
remarks, I am now an old man, decayed from head
to foot. My eyes are dim: my right hand fhakes
much: my mouth is hot and dry every morning. I
have a lingering fever almolfl every day. My motion
is weak and flow. However, blclled be God, I do
not flack my labour. I can preach and write ftill.”

Being 1n the houfe with him when he wrote thus,
we were greatly {furprifed. We knew it muft be as
he faid; but we never could have imagined his weak-
nefs was fo great.  He ftill rofe at his hour, and went.
through the many duties of the day, notindeed with

the fame apparent vigour, but mthout compl amt and
with
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with a degree of refolution that was af’comfhmcr He
would flill, as he alterwards remarks, “ do 2 httle for
God, before hic dropped mto the duft.”

We thould greatly rejoice to be able to teltify, that
his days of weaknels were days of uninterrupted tran.
quillity. That he might enjoy even more than

¢ The foul’s calm funfbhine, and the heartfelt joy,”

was certainly the wifh of every benevolent mind. Gog
had made all thole, who had been his enemies In years
palt, to be at peace with him.,  But hie had $Hll to
contend with that ¢ jcalouly”™ which ““is cruel as the
grave,” and never to be {atisfied.

He often oblerved, that 1n a courfe of fifty years he
had never either premeditately or willingly varied from
the church of Englaud 1 one article cither of doftrine
or dilcipline: but that throughnec iy, not choice, he had
fiowly and warnily, and with as little oifence as pofhble,
varied in {ome points of difcipline, by preachinginthe
fields, by extemporary prayer, by employmng Lay-
Preachers, by forming and regulating Societies, and
by holding yearly Conferences @ bitt, that he did none.
of thefe things t1ll he was couvinced of the neceflity
of them, and could no loager omit them but at the
peril of his foul.  And hus conltant wifh and prayer
was, that all who laboured with him, or were undet
his care, might herein trcad m his fteps.

To {lraiten the terms of church- comintinioft is
feldom ferviceable to a church. Were 1t certain that
none are of the church of England who violate 18

rules, it would follow that the church has exceeding
- few
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few members, even among the Clergy.  There are but
few of thele, who donot lecretly difapprove of fome of
the Articles, and openly violate many of the Canons.
It would be fafer, as well as more liberal, to allow
every one to be ot the church, who attends its worfhip,
and reccives 1ts {acraments: and it will be hard to
prove they are not.

The generanty of the Preachers and people 1n cona
netion with Mr. Wefley, were of the Eftablithed
Church.  Neverthelels, as a defence againft the vio-
lence of brutal men, the greater number of the
Preachers and Chapels were licenfed according to the
Toleration A&, That A&, we are {enfible, was made
for the protettion of thole who diffent from the
Eftablithed Church, and particularly to free them
from the penalties of the Conventicle AG. The Preachers
who laboured with, and the Societies which were
formed by Mr. Wefley, repofed however under the
thadow of the Toleration Aff. But about three years
before Mr. We/ley's death, certain friends of the church
refolved to deal wifely with them. They conhidered,
“ Thefe men profefls to be of the church of England.
What then have they to do with the Toleration Acl @
They fhall have no benefit from it.” And they atted
accordingly. In vain did thofe who applied for
licenfes, plead, that they only defired to defend them-
lelves againft the violence of ungodly and lawlels
men, and to avoid the penalties of an A&, which

perhaps was made to prevent [editious meetings,
but in reality forbids religious affemblies of every

defcription, except 1n the Churches of the Eftablifh-
K k ment,
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ment. The anfwer was fhort; “ You {haji have
no licenfe, unlefs you declare yourfelves Diffenters
Some, who confidered, that the holding meetings for
prayer or prcaching, without the authority of the
Diocefan, was infact a Kind of diflent, declared the;;
willingnefs (though' others refufed this conceflion) tq
be called Diffenters in the certeficate. But neither dig
this avail them. They were told, “You muft not
only profefs yourlelves Dillenters: you mufl declare,
that you {cruple to attend the fervice or facraments
of the church, or we can grant you no relief: for the
A& in queflion was made only for thofe who have
thele {eruples.”

In various places, both Precachers and people were
thus treated. In the mean time the informers were
not idle. If any one dared to have preaching, ora
meeting for prayer or chriltian fellow{hip 1n his houle,
information was given, and all that were prefent at
the meeting were fined, according to the penal claules
laid down in the Cenventicle- All. A great majonity
of thofe who thus offended. were tradefinen and la-
bourers, who fevercly felt the fines which were thus
Jevied upon them. Some appealed to the Quarter-
Seffions ; but no relief could be obtatned : they had
no licenfe, and therefore the law, as thus interpreted,
fhicwed them no mercy.

Mr. Wefley faw this evil with a degree of pain which
ke had feldom experienced.  He perceived whereto it
tended, and that if perfified in, it would oblige him
to give up the work in which he had been engaged,
and which he believed to be the work of God; orio

feparate from the Eflablifhed Cliurch.  lle Joved and
P2 reverenccd
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reverenced the King, and all who were in authority
under him; but hLe could not behold this mafter-
piece of tie wifdom from beneath, without detefta-
tion. IEllecumng 1t his duty to expoflulate with thofe
who were mofl zealous in this work, he wrote the
following lctter to a Prelate, in whofe Diocele this
kind of perfecution moit abounded.

My Lord,

“IT may feem ftrange, that one who 15 not ac-
qua nted with your Lordihip, thould trouble you with
a letter.  Dut I am conflrained to do 1t: 1 believe it
1s my duty both to God and your Lordihip.  And I
mufll {peak plain; having noihing to hope or fear in
this world, which 1 am on the point of leaving.

““ The Mecthodilts, in general, my Lord, are mem.
bers of the Church of England. 'They hold all her
doltrines, attend her fervice, and partake of her {acra-
ments. They do not willingly do harm to any one,
but do what good they can to all. To encourage
cach other herein, they frequently fpend an hour to-
cether in praver and mutual exhortation. Permit me
then to afk. Cuz bono & YFor what reafonable end, wenld
your Lordfhip drive thefe pcople out of the church?
Are they not as quict, a inoffenfive, nay, as pious,
as any of their neighbours? Except perhaps here and
there a hair-brained man, who knows not what he 1s
about. Do you alk, “ Who drves them out of the
Church ?” Your Lordfhip docs : and that in the molt
cruel manner ; yea, and the moft difinzenuous man-
ner, They defire a licenfe to worlhip God after their

‘ Kk 2 Cwvil
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own confcience. Your Lordfhip refufes it: and thep
punifhes them for not having a licenfe! So your
Lordfhin leaves them only this alternative, “ Leave
the Church, or fltarve.”  Aud 1s 1t a Chriftian, yea,
a Proteftant Bithop, that (o perfecutes his own flock ?
I fav, perfecutes : for 1t 1s perlecution, to all intents
and purpoles.  You do not burn them indeed, byt
you flarve them: and how fmall s the difference ?
And vour Lordinip does this, undcr colour of a vile,
execrable law. not a whit better than that de Heretico
eomburendo I'* So perlecution, which 1s banithed out
of France, 1s again countenanced in England !

O my Lord, for God's {ake, for Chnfit’s fake, for
pity’s fake, fuller the poor people to enjoy their re.
igious, as well as civil iberty! 1 am on the brink
of eternity ! Perhaps fo 1s your Lordfhip too! How
foon may you alfo be called, to give an account of
vour {lewardthip, to the Great Shepherd and Bilhop
of our {ouls ? May he emable both you and me to do
it with joy! So prays,

My Lord,
Your Lordfhip’s dutiful Sen and Servant,
Joux WesLey.”

Iluil, June 26, 179o0.

Mr. Wefley had hitherto ordained Minifters only for
America and Scotland. But during the period we have
mentioned, being affited by other Prefbyters of the
Church of England, he {ct apart a certain number of
Preachers for the {acred oilice by the impoﬁtion of his
hands and pm;rer,- without {ending them out of Eng-

land ; (onc of thefe he ordained after writing the above
1 letter,

¥ Concerning the burmng of Hereticss
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Jetter, and but a fhort time before his death 1) ltrongly
advifing them at the faine time, that according to his
example, they fhould continue united to the Efta-
blifhed Church, {o far as the work in which they were
engaged, would permit.

‘To avoid an extreme {o very painful to him as
{eparating from the church, he took counfel with
fome of his friends, who advifed that an application
fhould be made to parliament for the repeal of the
Conventicle A&, Several of the members of the Houle of
Commons, who were convinced of his fincere attach-
ment to the prefent Government, and of the inexpe-
diency of thatlaw in the prelent day, were inclined to
favour the application. But his increafing infirmities
prevented his beftowing that attention to 1t which was
needful. He would omit none of his religious duties,
or labours. Herein he would liften to no advice. His
almoft continual prayer was, ¢ Lord, let me nothve
to be ufelefs.” At every place, after giving to the So-
ciety what he defired them to confider as his lait ad-
vice, To love as brethren, fear God, and honour the bing,
he invariably concluded with that verle,

¢« O that without a ling r1ag groan
I may the welcome word receive ;

My body with my charge lay down,
And ceafe at once to work and ive.”

Tn this manner he went on ‘till the ufual time of his
leaving London approached. Determined not to relax,

he fent his chaife and horfes before him to Briflol, and
K k3 tOOX
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took places for himfelt and his friend in the By
coich. Buat the vigorous mind could no longer fup-
port the body. It funk, though by flow and almof
imperceptible degrees, untif

“ The wemy wheels ot Lite flood (L at Tafl.”

On Thuilday the 17t of February, 1791, he
preached at Lambeth. \When he caine home, he feemed
not to be well: and beiny afked, How he did? He
faid, he belicved he had caught celd,

Friday the 18th, he read and wrote as ufual, and
preached at Chelfea in the evening.  But he was ob-
liged to ftop once or twice, and to intorm the people,
his cold {o afiected his vorce as to prevent his [peaking
without thote necellary paules,

Saturday the rgth, he filled up moft of his time
with reading and writing, though his fever and weak-
nels feemed evidently increafing. At dinner he defired
a hiend to read to him three or four chapters cut of
the Book of Job. He reie (according to cullom)
carly the next morning, but utterly unft for his
Sabbath day’s excrcife. At feven o'clock he was
otiiged to lic down, and {lept between three and four
hours.  When he awoke, he faid, I have not had
{fuch a comiortable {lcep this tortnight pail.”  In the
afternoon he lay down again, and flept an hour or
two : alterwards two of his own difcourfes on our
Iord’s fermon on the Mount were read to him, and
the evening he came dewn to fupper. |

Monday the 2:1ft, he feemed much better; and
though his friends tied to diffuade him from 1t, would

keep
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keep an engagement made fome time before to dine at
Twickenham. When he returned home, he feemed
better : and on Tuelday went on with his ulual work ;
and preached in the evening at the Chapel in the
Cily-Road.

On Wednelday he went to Leatherhead, and preach-
ed to a fmall company on < Scek ve the Lord, while e
may be found ; call ye upon him, while he is near.”  Here
ended the miniflerial labours of this man of God.
On Thurlday he ftopped at Mr. Woiff’s at Balaam. At
this place he was cheerful ; and {cemed nearly as well
as ulual, tll Friday about breakfait time, when he
grew very heavy. About eleven o’clock he returned
home ; and having fat down in his room, defired to
be left alone, and not to be 1nterrupted for half an
hour by any one.

VWhen the limited time was expired, {ome mulled
wine was given him. He drank a little, and feemed
flecpy ; but in a few minutes threw 1 up, and {aid,
“ I muflt lic down.” He accordingly was put to bed,
and lay moft of the day, havinga quick pullc, and a
burning fever.

Saturday the 26th, he continucd much the fame;
{poke but little, and if rouled to anfwer a queftion,
or take a little refrethment, (which was {eldom more
than a {poonful at a time) he foon dofed again.

On Sunday morning he got up, took a cup of tea,
and feemed much better.  While fitting in his chair,
he looked quite cheerful, and repeated the latter part
of that verfe in the Scripture Hymnson * Forfake me

not, when my flrength farleth : .
,. K k4 “ Tl
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“ Till glad I lav this body down,
Thy fervant, Lord, aitend ;
And O ! wy lite of mercy crown
With a triumphant end !

Soon after, in a moft emphatical manner, he faid,
¢ Qur friend Lazarus {leepeth.” Some who were they
pl_-efent, {peaking rather too much to him, he tried
to exert himfelf, but was foon exhaufted and obliged
to lie down. After awhile, he looked up, and faid,
“ Speak to me, I cannot Ipeak.” On which one of the

company faid, ¢ Shall we pray with you, Sir?” He
earneftly replied, “ Yes.” And while they prayed,

his whole foul feemed engaged with God for an an.
{wer, and he added a hcarty Amen.

About half after two, he faid, ¢ There 1s no need
for more than what I {aid at Briflol. My words then

were,

““ T tlie chief of finners am,
But jelus died for me 17 #

One faid. ““ Is this the prefent language of your heart,
and do you now feel as you then did ?” He replied,

“Yes.” When the fame perfon repeated
“ Bold

* At the Brifiol Conference in the ycar 1783, Mr, IVefiey was
taken very il : neither he nor his {riends thought he would re-
cover. I'rom the naturcof his complaint, he thought a fpafﬂ'l
would probally feize his ftomach, and occafion fudden death.
Under thefe views of his fituation, he faid to Mr, Bradford, I
have been 1efle@ing on my paft life : I have been wandering up.
and down betwcen hity and fixty years, endcavouring 1n mY

poat
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‘“ Bold T approach tht’ eterhal throne,
And claum the crown through Chrift my own,”

and added, “’Tis enough. He, our precious Im-
manuel has purchafed, has promifed all ;” he earncitly
replied, ““ He 1s all! He is all!” and then faid, « I
will go.”  Soon afier, to his niece Mils We/ley, who
fat by his bed-fide, he {aid, “ Sally, have you zeal for
God now ?”  After this the fever was very high, and
at times affeCted his head: but even then, though
his head was {ubjett to a temporary derangement, his
heart {eemed wholly engaged in his Malfter’s work.

In the evening, he got up again, and while fitting in
his chair, he faid, ¢ how neceffary is it for every one
to be on the night foundation !

I the chief of finners am,

But Jefus died forme'!

We muft be jullified by faith, and then goon to
{anttification.”

He flept moft of the following day, and {poke but
little ; yet that little teftified how much his whole

poor way, to do alittle good to my fellow-creatures: and, now
it 1s probablc that there are but a few {teps between me and
death, and what have I to truft to for falvation ? I can ice
nothing which I have done or {uffered, that will bear looking at.
I have no other plea than this: I the chief of finnersam : but
Jefus died forme.” The fentiment here exprefled, and his re-
ference to it in his laft ficknefs, plainly fthew how {teadily he
had perfevered in the fame vicws of the Gofpel, with which he

fct out to preachit,”
heart
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heart was taken up i the care of the churches, the
glory ol God, and the things pertaming to that King.
dom to which llt,; was haflening. Once in a low, by
very diftinct voice, hefaid, *“There 1s no way Intg
the holicft but by the blood of Jefus.”

He afterwards inquircd, what the words were on
which hie preached at Humpfiecad a fhort time before,
He was told, they were thele: © Ye know the grace of
our Lord fefus Chrifl, that, though he was rich, yet for
your fakes fie vecame poor, that ye through his poverty might
be rich.” He replied,  That 1s the foundation, the
only foundation, and there 1s no other.” He alfo
repeated three or four times 1n the {pace of a few
hours, - Wehave boldnefs to enter into the holieft by the

blood of Fefus.”
- Tuelday, March tft. after a very reftlels night
(though when afked whether he was in pain, he gene-
rally anfwered, ¢ No,” and never complainedthrough
his whole illnels, except once, when he felt a pain 1
his lett breaft, when he drew his breath) he began
finging,

“ All glovy to God in the fky,

And peaceupon earth be reltor’d:
O Jeflus, exalted on hugh,

Appear our ommipotent Lord!
Who, meanly m Bethlehewn boin,

Didit ftoop to redecma lolt race;
Once more to thy people return,

And icign m thy kingdom of grace,

¢ Oh'l
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“ Oh' woulkllt thou agam be made known,

Agam 1n the Spint defeend

Anl fet up i each of thine own
A Kingdom that never hall end.

Thou only art able to biefs,
And make the glad natons obey ;

And bid the dire enmity ceafe,
And bow the whole world to thy fway.”

Here his ftrength failed ; but after lying fill awhile,
he called for a pen and ink., They were brought to
him: but thole active fingers which had been the
blefled inftruments of conveying fpiritual confolation
and ufeful inftruction to thoulunds, could no longer
pcrfoi"m their ofitce. Some time after, he faid, “ I
want to write :” But on the pen’s being put into his
hand, and the paper held before him, he faid, I
cannot.” One of the company anlwered, « Let me
write for you, Sir: tell me what you would fay.”
“ Nothing,” replied he, ¢ But,that Gop 13 WiTH Us.”
In the forenoon he faid, ©I will get up.” While
they were bringing his clothes, he broke out 1n a man-
ner, which, conlidering his extreme weaknels, alto-
nithed all prefent, in thele words,

“ T'Nl praife my Maker while I've breath,
And when my votce is loft 1n death,
Praife fhall emiploy my nobler pow'rs:
My days of praife {hall ne’er be pait,
While life, and thought, and being latt,
Or numortality eadures,

“ Happy
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“ Happy the man, whofc hones rely
On Hracl’s God: hie made the {ky,
And earth and {eas with all thicir tgn :
His truth tor ever flands {ecure,
e faves th’ oppreis’d, he teedsthe poor,
And none {hell find lus promife vain.”

At another time he was feebly endeavouring to

{peak, beginning © Nature is Nature is.” Ope
that was prefent, added ¢ Nearly exhaufted, but you
are entering into a new nature, and into the Society of
blefled Spirits.” e anfwered *“ Certainly ;” and
clafped his hands together, faymng  Jelus!” the reft
could not be well heard, but his lips continued moving
as in fervent prayer.

~ When he got into his chair, he appeared to change
for death : but regardlefs of his dying frame, he {aid,
with a weak vorce, ** Lord, thou giveit llrength to
thofe that can {peak, and to thofe that cannot. Speak,
Lord, to all our hearts, and lct them know that thou

loofeft the tongue.” He then fung

““ To Father, Son, and Holv Ghoft,

Who fweetly ail agree.”
- >

Here his voice failed him, and after gafping for
breath, he {aid, ** Now we have done Let us all
go.”  He was then laid on the bed, from which Le
rofe no more. After lying f{ill, and {leeping 2
little, he defired thole who were prefent to pray
and praife.  They knelt down, and the room

fcemed to be filled with the divine prelence. A
Little
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fittle after, he {aid, ¢ Let me be buried in nothing but
what 1s woollen, and let my corpfe be carried in my
coflin into the chapel.” Then, as if done with all
below, he again begged they would pray and praife.
Several friends that were 1n the houle being called up,
they all kneeled down to prayer, at which time his
fervour of ipirit was vifible to every one prefent. But
in particular parts of the prayer his whole foul {feemed
to be engaged 1n a manner, which evidently thewed
how ardently he longed for the full accomplithment
of their united defires. And when Mr. Breadbent was
praying in a very expreffive manner, that if God was
about to take away their father to his eternal reft, he
would be plealed to continue and increafe his blefling
upon the doltrine and difcipiine, which he had long
made his aged {ervant the means of propagating and
eftablithing in the world : fuch a degree of fervour
accompanied his loud dmen, as was every way ex-
preflive of his {oul’s being engaged in the aniwer of
the petitions.

On rifing from their knees, he took hold of all their
hands, and with the utmoft placidnefs faluted them,
and faid, ¢ Farewell, farewell.”

A little after, a perfon coming in, he ftrove to fpeak,
but could not. Finding they couid not underftand
‘him, he vaufed a little, and with all the remaining
firength he had, cried out, «“ THE BEST OF ALL IS,
" Gop 15 wite us;’ and then, lifting up his dying
arm in token of vi&ory, and raifing his feeble voice
with a holy triumph not to be exprefled, he again re-
peated the heart-reviving words, ‘“ THE BEST OF ALL

1s, GOD 1s WITH US. Seeing
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Seeing fome perflons flanding by his bed-fide, Le
atked, *“ Who are thele ?” and being informeg whe
they were; Mr. Rogers {aid, “ Sir, we are come (4
rcjoice with you; you are going to recejve your
crown.” ¢ It 1s the Lord’s doing, he replied, ang
marvellousin our eyes.” On being told that his fifter.
in-law Mrs. Wefley was come, he f{aid, © He siveth
Lis {ervants reft.” e thanked her, as fhe prefled his
hand, and affectionately endeavoured to kils her. Op
wetting his lips he faid, “ We thank thee, O Lord,
for thefe and all thy mercies: blels the Church and
King; and grant us truth and peace, through Jefus
Chrift our i.ord, -for ever and cver!”

vtanother ttme, he {axd, “ He caufeth his fervants

to lie down in peace.” ‘Then paufing a little, he
criecd, ¢ 'i’he clouds drop fatnels!” and foon after,
“ The Lord 1s with us, the God of Facob 1s our re-
fuge!” Iie then called thofe prelent to prayer:
and though he was greatly exhaufted, he appeared
{tidl more fervent in {purit.  Thele cxertions were
however too much for his feeble frame; and molt
of the mght following. though he often attempted
to repeat the Plalm before-mentioned, he could
only utter

l‘!?

“ il pmiﬁ‘ 1 pr:liﬁ: !

On Wednelday morning. the clofing fcene drew
near.  Mr. Bradford. hus faithful filend, prayed with
him, and the lall word he was heard to articulate was,
“ Farewell " A few minutes before ten, while {everal
of lns friends were knecling around his bed ; without

a lingering
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g Iingernng groan, this man of God, this beloved
pPaflor of thoulands, entered into the joy of his

[Lord.

At the defire of many friends his corpfe was placed
im the New Chapel, and remained there the day be:
forc his interment.  His face during that ttime had a
heavenly fmile upon it, and a beauty which was ad-
mired by all that {aw it.  The crowds which came to
fee him, whtle he lay 1n his coflin, were {o great, that
his friends, apprechenfive of a tumult, if he was in-
terred at the ufual time, determined to bury him,
contrary to their {irfl reflolution, between five and fix
in the morning; of which no notice was given tifl
late the preceding evening: notwithltanding which, the
intelligence had fo far tranipired, that fome hundreds
attended at that early hour. Thefe, with many tears,
faw his dear remains depofited in the vault, which
he had fome years before prepared for himielf, and
for thofe Itinerant Preachers who fhould die in Lon-
don. Thole whont he loved in life, he chole not to
be divided from in death.

The f{uneral fervice was read by the late Rev. Mr.
Richardfon, who had ferved him as a Son 1n the Gofpel
for near thirty years, and who now lies with him 1n
the fame vault. When Mr. Richardfon came to that
part of the {ervice, * I'or as much as it hath pleafed
Almighty God to take unto Limfelf the foul of our
dear Brother, &c,” he fubftituted, with the mofl tender
emphafis, the epithet Father inflead of Brother ; which
bad o powerful an effc&@ on the congregation, that
from filent tears, they {cemed nniverfally to burft out

into loud weeping. T he
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The Inleription on his Coffin wag
Jonannes Westey, A, M,

Olim. Soc. Coll. Lin. Oxon.
Ob. 2do. die Martii, 1791.
An. Adit. 88. %

i —— e o T xR

The InscriPpTION 0 Mr. WESLEY’s Toyp,

To the Memory of
Tue Vexerasre Jony Wisery, A, M,
Late Fellow of LincoLy College, Oxrorp.

This Great LiciiT arofe,
(By the fingular Providence of God)
To enlighten TrEse Narroxns,
And to revive, enforce, and defend,
The Pure, Apoftolical -Docrrings and Pracrices of
Tue PrimiTive Cuvren:
Which he continued to do, by his WriTinGs and ks
[.agours,
For more than Havr a CeNTURY ¢
And, to his inexpreflible Joy,
Not only, beheld their Inrruexce extending,
And their Erricacy witnelled,
In the Hearts and Lives of Manxy THOUsANDS,
As well, in Tur Westery WorLDp, as in THESE

Kincgponms:

Bul

¥ Fohn Wefley, Mafter of Arts, formerly Fellow of Li;nt?ﬂf’ﬂ"
College, Oxford, died on the {econd day of March, 1798, 18 the
eighty-eighth year of his age,
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But alfo, tar above all human Power or Expe&ati;on,

Liv'd to fee Provision made, by the fingular Grace
of Gop,

For their ConTinuANcE and ESTABLISHMENT,
To tue Joy of Furure GENERATIONS !

Resper, If thou art conflrain’d to blefs the INSTR Uw
MENT, GiveE Gop THE GLory !

After having languwifhed a few days, He, at length,
finifhed his Course and his Lirr together : glorioufly
triwmphing over Deatn, March 2, An. Dom. 1791, in
the Eighty-eightly Year of his Age.

B e e

The following s @ Cory of his Last WiLy and

TESTAMENT.
In the name of God, Amen!

I JOHN WESLEY, Clerk, {ometime Fellow of
Lincoln-College, Oxford, revoking all others, appoint
this to be my laft Will and Teftament.

I give all my Rooks now on {zle, and the coptes 6f
them (only f{ubjelt to a rent charge of 85l. a year to
the widow and children of my Brother)-to my faith-
ful friends, Fohn Horton, Merchant, George Wolff, Mer-
chant, and William Maryiots, Stock-Broker, all of Lon-
don, in truft for thc general I und of the Methodifk
Conference in carrying on the work of God, by Itine-
rant Preachers : on condition that they permit the
foilowing Committee, Thomas Cort, Fames Creighton,

L1 - Paré
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Peard Dickenfon, Thomas Rankin, George Whitfield and
the Lonc?on Afliftant for the time being, flill to fuper.
intend the Printing Prefs, and to cmploy Hanngj
Paramore and George Paramore as heretofore, unlefs
four of the Commiittee judge a change to be needful, #

I give the Books, Furmiture, and whatever elfe be.
longs to me in the three houles at King/wood in truft
to Thomas Coke, Alexander Mather, and Henry Moore,
to be fhill employed 1n teaching and maintaining the
children of poor travelling Precachers.

I give to Thomas Coke, Dottor Fohn Whitchead, and
Henry Moore all the Books which are in my {tudy and

bedchamber

* Above a vear and a half a2fter making of this Will, Mr,
Zl'g/Zc)* executed a Deed, 1n which he appointed feven gentle.
meh, viz. Dr. Thomas Coke, and Mecllrs. Alrxander Mather,
Peard Dickenfony Foln Valton, Fames Rogers, FJofeph Taylor, and
Adam Clarke, Traftees for all his Beoks, Pamphlets and Copy-
Right, for carrying on the Work of God by Itinerant Preachers,
according te the enrolled Deed, which we have already mes-
tioned, But Dr. Coke being in America at the time of Mr,
Wefley’s death, the Deed was fuffered to lie dormant till his
return, The three Executors then took the advice of two ot
the mott eminent Counfcllors in the kingdom, who informed
them that the Deed was of a teflamentary natute, and therefore
fuperfeded the Will with re{pedt to the Books, &e. The Deced
was then prefented to the Judge of the Prerogative Court ot
Canterbury, who received it as the third Codicil of Mr. Fefley's
Will: on which the three Executors delivered up their gcneral
Probate, and received a ncew one limited to thofe particulars
which were not mentioned in *he Deed. At the fame time 3
Probate ivas granted by the Court to the feven Truitees,
confiltutins tcm i xecutors for all the Books, PamPhlﬂtS and
Copy-Right, of which Mr. Wefley died poflcled ; and em:
powering them to pay all his debts and legLacies.
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bedchamber at London, and in my ftudies elfewhere,
in truft for the ufe of the Preachers who thall labour
there from time to time.

I give the coins, and whatever clfe 1s found in the
drawer of my Bureau at London, to my dear
daughters Mary and Fane Smith.

I give all my Manulfcripts to Thomas Coke, Do€lor

Whitehead, and Henry Moore, to be burnt or publithed
as they lce good.

grand—

I give whatever Money remains in my Bureau and
Pockets at my deceale to be equally divided between
Thomas Brifcoe, William Collins, Fohn Ecfion, and I/aac
Brown.

I defire my Gowns, Caffocks, Safhes, and Bands,
may remain at the Chapel for the ule of the Clergy-
men attending there,

I defire the London Afliftant for the time being to

divide the relt of my wearing apparel between thole
four of the travelling Preachers that want it moft;
enly my pellile I give to the Rev. Mr. Creighton: my
watch to my friend Fofepls Bradford ; my gold [eal to
Eliz. Rutclie.
- I give my chaife and horles to Fames Ward and
Charles Wheeler, in truft, to he {old, and the money to
be divided, one half to Hannah Atboit. and the other
to the poor members of the Select Society.

Out of the firlt money which ariles from the fale
of Books, I bequcath to my dear fifler Martha Iall
(if alive) 40l. to Mr. Creighton alorelaid 401, and to
the Rev. Mr. Heath 60l.

And whereas I am empowered by a late Deed to
Hame the perfons who are to preach in the New Chapel
| | O at
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at London (the Clergymen for a continuance) and by
another Deed ta name a Committee far appointing
Preachers 1n the New Chapel at Batf, I do hereby
appoint Fokn Richardfon, Thomas Coke, Fames Creighion,
Peard Dickenfon, Clerks, Alexander Mather, Williom
Thompfon, Henry Moore, Andrew Blair, Fohn Valion,
Fofeph Bradford, Fames Rogers, and Willium Myles, to
preach in the New Chapel at London, and to be the
Committee for appointing Preachers in the New
Chapel at Bath.

-1 likewife appoint Henry Brooke, Painter, Arthur
Keen, Gent. and William Whilcflone, Stationer, all of
Dublin, to receive the annuity of gl. ( Englifh) left to
Kingfwood School by the late Roger Shicl, Elq.

I give 61. to be divided among the fix poor men,
named by the Affiftant, who fhall carry my body to
the grave ; for I particularly defire there may be no
herfe, no coach, no efcutcheon, no pomp, except the
tears of them that loved me, and are following me to
Abralmm’s bofom. I f{olemnly adjure my Executors
in the name of God, punétually to obferve this.

Laftly, I give to each of thofe travelling Preachers
who fhail remain in the Conneétion fix months after
my deccale, as a little token of my love, the eight
volumes of {ermons.

I appoint Fohn Horton, George Wolff, and Wailliam
Marriot, aforefaid, to be Exccutors of this my laft
Will and Teftament, for which trouble they wil
receive no recompence till the Relurrection of the
Juit.

- Witnefs my hand and feal, the 2oth day of February

1789. JOHN WESLEY. (feal)
| | Signﬁd,
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Signed, fealed, and delivered, by the faid
Teftator as for his laft Will and Teftament; -
in the prefence of us

WILLIAM CLULOW,
ELIZABETH CLULOW.

Should there be any part of my per{onal Eftate uni-
difpoled of by this my Will: I give the fame unto
my two Nieces K. Ellifon, and S. Collet, equally.
JOHN WESLEY.
WILLIAM CLULOW, -
ELIZABETH CLULOW., *
Feb. 25, 1789.

I give my Types, Printing-Prefles, and every thing
pertaining thereto to Mr. Thomas Rankin, and My,
George Whitfield, in truft for the ufe of the Con-

fe rence.

JOHN WESLEY.

S E C T I O N IL

HERE 1s, perhaps, nothing more difficult, than

to form a truc judgment of the charaéters of

imen. Our information in this refpeét is in general
partial or defettive. Mankind are too much taken
up with their own real or {fuppoled wants, the calls
of penury, or the infatiable cravings of defire, to at-
tend to other men. A few there are in every age,
who emerge from the obfcurtty, which the multitude
of perfons and things makes the common lot. Thele
cannot be loft in the general mafs. Their ftation,
their talents, their virtues, or their crtmes, make them
Llg confpicuous,
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cenfpicuous. Mankind are obliged to look at them
and they are confidered as friends or enemies, as their
altions are fuppofed to aftect the general weal.

Yet with regard to thefe, how hard is it to form a
true judgment ? Concerning the greateft men that
have been in the world, how partial 1s the informatton,
how great the variety of opinions !

¢ One thinks on Luther heaven’s own Spuit tell,
Another deems him inftrument of hell I’

Fven the plaineft falts are {een in different colours,
according to the mirror which reflets them. And
may not even chriftian charity admit the juftnefs
of the Heathen’s remark, when he accounts for the
ebloquy often caft upon the greateft men ?

Diram qui contudit Hydram,
Notaque fatali portenta labore fubegit,
Compent invidiam fupremo fine domari.
Urit enim fulgore fuo, qui praegravat artes
Infra fe pofitas: exunttus amabitur idem,

‘“ Tne greatelt men, ¢’er they refign their breath,

Find envy 1s not conquer’d but by death.
The great Alcides, every labour paft,
Had fiill that monfter to fubdue at laft.

Opprefl'd we feel the beam direétly beat :

Thefe Suns of glory pleale not till they fet.”
Pore.,

If it be then a truth, that even the world, on thefe
accounts, does not always love its own : how fhould it
leve, and confequently be difpofed to judge favour-
ably of, thofe who are not of the world, but who

tellify
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teltify continually that its deeds are evil ? Thole wha
recetve the Holy Scriptures as of God. will eafily ad-
mit the truth of this obfervation. It indced, ¢ Satan
be the Guod of (his world:” and if thole who are truly
Minifters ot Chrift, be ““ Ambaffadors for God,” and
confequently therr whole employment be to counter-
att, defeat, and deltroy whatever is contrary to the
kingdom of God : if they are not to “ count therr lives
dear to themfelves,” {o they may be faithful witnefles,
and clear from the blood of all men : if thele Scriptures
are allowed to be the truth: how realonahle is the
warning of our Lord, “ The difcple s not above his
mafler : 1f they have called the mafter of ihe houfe Beelzebub,
how much morve they of s houfeliold : woe be unio gou,
when all men fhall [peak well of you: but bleffed are ye,
when men fhall revile you, and [peak all manner of euvil
againft you falfely, for fo perfecuted they the Prophets
that were before you.”

That Mr. We/fley largely drank of this cup, that it
was indeed almoft the only cup which men held to
his kips for many years, is well known, and has
abundantly appeared from the falts which we have
laid before our readers. He allo

““ Stood pilloried on infamy’s high {tage,
And bore the pelting {corn of halt an age.”

But he did indeed bear it.  He turned not afide to
the right hand or to the left., He {lackened not his
pace. What{oever he was called to do, he did it
with his might, and was never hindered either by

honowr or difhenour, by good report or evil repor.
L1y It
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It will appear from thefe memoirs, that we are not
under the fame difhculties in forming a judgment of
him, as of moft other men. His life, from the time
that he became generally known, was {pent in public,
Many were the witnefles of the manner in which he
filled up all his time.  He allo could fay, In fecret I
have done mothing. We may add, that perhaps no
man has given a more minute account of himfelf
than Mr. We/fley has done.  He has publifhed to all
men his religious experience, and the labours and
fufferings of his life, from day to day. And with
refpect to the motive which influenced him, which was
fo long difputed, no cloud remains upon him. In
the honour due to Mojes, he allo claims a fhare,
Placed at the head of a grcat people by Him who
called them, he reaped nothing but toil and danger.
Knowing that his ftation was from God, he never
employed its influence, eithcer for his own emolu-
ment, or for the aggrandizement of his tamily. His
only care was, to be faithful unto death ; aud to {ee
that no impediment fhould arife by his means in the
way of thole, whom God fhould call to carry on that
work which was begun by him: and of this he has
largely 1informed us.

We fhall introduce his Charatter with a fhort re-
view of the chief incidents of his life; and then pro-
ceed to a more particular delincation of him, both as
a man, and as a Minifter of Chrift.

Mr. Wefley enjoyed the ineftimable advantage of &
religious education. He faw no irreligion in his

parents : they continually warned him againfl 1t, as
1 the
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the greatelt pollible evil; and he was not unfaithful.
The fobriety, induftry, and piety of his youth were
highly exemplary. He never was of the world in the
grofs fenfe of that expreffion. His chief employment,
as well as lughelt ambition, in thofe days which are
fo commonly conlumed 1 vanity or vice, was

“ Inter filvas Academt querere veium:”

*“ To [earch out truth 10 academic gr:n'es.”

But bis lugh attainments in Literature, did not caufe
him to forget God or eternmity. Rather,.the more he
knew, the more he was 1nclined to fay with Solomon,
This alfo o5 vanity : and with Mofes, who was {killed in
all the learning of the Egysizans, he declared, that to
be wile was to remember our latier end. He was
fenfible of his mgh original, that he came from God ;
anid he remembered his high calling, to return to God,
through him who has declared hinifelf tis way, the
truth, and the life.

To the praife of him who girded him with ftrengtk,
we have to record he took not counfel with flefi and bload.
He took lis flation firmly on the Lord’s fide. He
made hafle, and delayed not, to keep his commandments.
And when for this, his name was caft out as evil, he
patiently fubmitted to be a follower of Him who was

defpifed and rejelled of men, and who covered not /s Sace
from fhame and [pitting.

But before honour s hum:li¢y.  'Ta this his redeeming
God now led him. He turned his eyes tnward. He dii-
covered to him how far he was gone from original
righteoufnefs. He thewed him as his {oul could bear,

the depths of inbred fin,  Mr. Wefley now {ubmitted
{o
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to take upon him his true charalter; and he aftegq
agreeably thercto.  He humbled himfelf before God.
The pride of the ftholar was loft in the abafement of
the finner. This was the gracious return, with which
the Lord recompenied the zcal, that led him from his
parent, friends, academical honours, and every thing
the world calls good and great. Painful felf-know-
ledge was the good he reaped from this coftly {acrifice,

But, blefled are the poor wn [pirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.  Some foretaftes of this the Lord
had already given himn: but now, out of his fulnefs he
received, and grace for grace. He was endued with power

Jfrom on lugh. e was chofen out of the world. He be-
came zealous for the Lord.  17e Spirit of the Lord
was upon him, becaufe he had anonted lum to preach the
gofpel to the poor, to heal the broken in heart, and to pro-
claim the acceptable year of the Lord.

Z.cal and Prudcnce are the chicf graces, whereby a
man 1s fitted to [erve his neighbour. The former is
dangcrous, when alone; and the latter ufelefs.  But
when united, how mighty are they 1n operation!
They are terribic as an ariny with banners.

They werc united in Mr. Wefley,  Like Paul, the
cry of his heart {rom the moment he knew the loving-
kindnels of the Lovd, was, What wouldfl thou have me to
do? Heallo conld fay, The zral of thine houfe hath ealen
me 1p.  The love of Chnft conftrained him to burlt
every band alunder, that was inconfiftent with the
glory of God and the happinefs of man. Invain did
worldiy men lament the violated order, under which

Hoth and impicty had found an honourable afylum.
Filled
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Filled with the {pirit of love and of a found mind,
he cried out, ¢ What 1s this order of which you
fpeak ? Will 1t ferve inftead of the knowledge and
jove of God ? Wil this order refcue thofe from the
hare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at
hs will 7 Whill 1t keep thofe who are efcaped a little
way, from turning back into Egypt? If not, how
fall I anfwer it to God, if, rather than violate I know
not what order, I {acrifice thoufands of {ouls thereto ?
I dare not do 1t. It 1s at the peril of my foul. In-
deed 1if by order were meant true chriflian difcipline,
whereby all the living members of Chrift are knit
together 1n one, and all that are putrid and dead
immediately cut off from the body: this order I
revevence, for it is of God. But where 1s it to be

found? Where but among the very people whom
you continually blame for their violation and con-
tempt of 1t ?”

But how inviolably did he keep all order confiftent
with faving fouls from death! Herein his truly Chrif-
tan prudence eminently fhone. He rendered to all
thetr due, whether to the King as Supreme, or-to
s Minifters in Church or State; exhorting con-
tinually all who were under his care, that they thould
thus adorn the doftrine of God their Saviour, and
evidence to all men their earnelt defire to lead a peace-
avle life in all godlinefs and honefly.

And how great was his labour to fave {ouls from
death ! He was indeed a perfect foe to reft, though no
man was more fitted to enjoy whatfocver of wife, or

good, or ufeful, or elegant can be found 1n retirement.
| Even
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Even unto hoary hairs, and beyond the ufual [ife of
man, he was abundant 1n labours. The Lord tg
whom he had given his whole life, feemed to gran;:
him a difpenfation from the gencral lot. His firength
at more than fourlcore years, was not labour and forrow,
He, to the laft, fought not to do his own will, but thewsl}
of hum that fent him. He foared above that harmlefs
wifh which the generality of mankind indulge, To
crown

“« A youth of labour with an age of cafe.”

He {lackened not his pace to the laft week of his life;
He refigned his foul and his charge together, into
the hanids of his merciful and taithful Redeemer,

Refpetting {fuch a man, even the {malleft particulars
will not be unpleafing. He was, 1 his perfon, rathet
below the middle fize, but remarkably well pro-
portioned. He had what fome call a elean con-
flitution 1n a high degree, He feemed not to have an
atom of fuperfluous flefh, and yet was mulcular and
ftrong. His whale perfon was expreflive of the
atlivity and health; which generally arifes from firong
bodily powers, preferved by temperance and exercife.
His face was remarkably fine, even to.old age. The
frefhnels of his complexion continued to the laft week
of his life. His whole countenance was highly ex-
preflive and interefting : it has often heen oblerved,
that many who were deegly prejudiced againft him,
have been changed in moment into fentiments of
veneration and efteem, on heing introduced 1nto his
prelence,

He
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He was a pattern of neatnefs and funplicity, not
only in his perfon, but in every circumitance of his
ife. In his chamber and ftudy, dunng his winter
months of refidence 1n London, we believe there
never was a book mifplaced, or even a {crap of paper
left unheeded. He could enjoy every convenience of
hfe; and yet, he alted in the {fmalleft things, like a
man who was not to continue an hour 1n one place.
He feemed always at home, f{ettled, fatished and
happy : and yet was ready every hour to take a
journey of a thoufand miles. .

His converfation was always pleafing, and fre-
quently interefting and inftrutlive in the highelt
degree, DBy reading, travelling, and continual. ob-
fervation, he had a fund of knowledgé, which he
difpenfed with a propriety and perfpicuity, that we
beliecve has been rarely equalled. The Greek and
Latin claflics were as famtliar to him as the moft com-
mon Englifh authers; and fo were many of the beft
French writers.  Yet though fo richly furnifhed, we
believe thofe of the moft improved tafte have. never
obferved in him the affeétation of learning.  He
joined 1n every kind of difcourfe that was innocent.
As he knew that all nature 1s full of God, he became
all things to all men in converfing on thole fubjetis.
But his delight was to {peak of God as beng 1n Chrift
reconciing the world to hamfelf ; and he {trove to bring
every convetfation to this point.  One thing has
aftonifhed thole who have been much in his company.
He generally concluded the converfation with two or
three verfes of a hymn, .illuftrative of what had juft
g , ~ been



£26  THE LIFE OF MR. WESLEY,

been fpoken ; and this he was enabled to do from the
inexhauflible flores of his own, but elpecially of hig
brother’s poetry, of which his memory was a rich
repofitory. Thus the philofopher, and the man of the
world, were often furpiifed mto a confetlion of Chrift
as filling all 1n all, and were obiiged to recolle the
advice of the old Heathen,
*Ex Asog dpyousla xai iv AW Myt Mioa,
“ Mules, begunand end with God fupreme,”

The late Dr. Samuel Foinfon, with whom Mrs. Hall,
Mr. W’rf:“/{{,’)f;j iftcr, was 1intimate for {fome years, defived
that fhe would procure him an interview with her
brother. She made known his defire to Mr. We/ley,
and a day was accordingly appointed for him to dine
with the Doctor, at his houle in Salifbury-Court. The
Doctorconformed to Mr. Wefley's hours, and appointed
two o'clock : the dinner however was not ready till
three. They converled 't1ll that time. M., Wefley had
{et apart two hours to {pend with his Icarned hoft.
In confequence of this, he rofe up as foan as dinner
was ended, and departed. The Doctor was extremely
difappointed, and could not conceal his chagrin, Ms.
Hall {aid, “ Why, Doctor, my Brother has been with
vou two hours!” He replied, “ Two hours, Madam!
I could taik all day, and all night toa with your
Brothey.” ‘

We have already mentioned his exaflnefs in re-
deeming time.  This mult appear to every reader of
refleclion from the many and various dutics of his
eminent fituation, which he punétually fulfilled. But
flill we think it havdly poflible for thofe who were not

intimate
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intimate with him, to have a jult idea of his faithful-
nels in this refpett.  In many things he was gentle
and ealy to bc entreated: in this point decifive and
inexorable.  One day his chaile was delayed beyond
the appointed time. He had put up his papers, and
left his apartment.  While waiting at the door, he
was heard to lay, by one that {tood near him, ¢

have loft ten minutes for evert”
Befides his Journal, in which he recorded the daily

events of his life, he kept a Diary 1in which he exaélly
noted the employment of every hour. He wrote this
in fhort hand.  His hour of nfing, his preaching, what
he read or wrote till breakfaft, and the after duties of
the day, were faithfully recorded.  He carried a book
of this kind continually with him, in the firft page of
which he always wrote this concife determination,

“I rcfolve, Deo juvante, §

1. To devote an hour morning and evening: no
pretence or excule whatfoever, *

2. To converle Kara@:v; + 10 lightnels: no gramaia.t

He was equally faithtul in relpeét to the worldly
goods, with which the Great Proprietor of heaven and
earth had intrufted inm. He finctly followed the
rules he laid down fur others: he gained all he could
(viz. by writing] without hurting his loul, his body,
or his neighbour. He ‘faved all he could, cutting off
every ncedlefs exponce, and walting nothung,  And
he gave all he could : he rendered unto God the things

' which
§ With the help of God.

* Thefe hours were for private prayere
+ Accﬁrding 20 God s fetting God before hus eyesy

?r Jeflings
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which were God’s. He faithfully difpenfed all he
could thus gain and fave, being * Merciful after
his power, willing to communicate, glad to diftribute,
laying up for himfelf a good foundation againft the
time to come, that he might lay hold on etcrnal life,”

In this point even thofe who have [eemed defirous
to find fault, have been conlitrained to do him juftice,
“ Perhaps,” fays one of them, ¢ the moft charitable
man in England, was Mr. Wefley. His lLiberality to
the poor knew no bounds. He gave away not merely
a certain part of his incame, but all he had. His own
neceflities provided for, he devoted all the reft to the
necellities of others. He engaged in this good work
at an early period, When he had thirty pounds 3
year, he lived on twenty-eight, and gave away forty
fhillings. 'The next year recerving fixty pounds, he
flill lived on twenty-eight, and gave away two and
thirty. The third year he received ninety pounds, and
gave away fixty-two. The next year he received a
hundred and twenty pounds. Still he lived on twenty-
eight, and gave to the poor ninety-two. In this ratio
he proceeded during the reft of his life: and we are
perfuaded that upon a moderate calculation he gave
away 1 hity years, upwards of thirty thouland
pounds.”

In mercy to the bodies of men, his friend Mr.
Hotard was the only perfon we know, who could be
compared to him. The extenfive work of love in
which they were both engaged, made it almoft im-
pollible for them to converfe together in this world.
But they have eternity to live faggz,éer. They are

now
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now 1n that world, where the inhabiiants fhall no more
Jay I am Jrew s and theulunds who have blefled them
upoll earth, have welcomed themi into tho/e everlafting
fabtialions.

A letter now before us, from .dlexander Knox, Elq;
of Londonderry in Ircland, contains a pleafing anecdote
Cof that great and good man, Mr. Huward. As it allo
rel[peCts Mre. Wefly, we fhall make no apology for
giving it to our rcaders. ¢ Mr, Howard,” obferves our
corrcipondent, ““ In the courle of his tour through
Ireland 1n the year 1787, {pent a few days in Lon-
donderry. I earncilly wifhed to {ee him; but bad
health confined me to the houfe, and I thought I
could not be gratified.  Such were my thoughts,
when I was told a gentleman had called to fee
me. It was Mr. Howard! 1 was molt delightfully
furprifed. 1 acknowledge 1t as one of the happieft
moments of my life.  Ile came to fee me, becaunfe he
underflood 1 was Mr. IWefley’s friecnd. He began
immediately to {pcak of hun.  He told me he had
{cen him thortly before, 1 Dulilin : that he had Ipent
fome hours with him, and was greatly edified by his
converfation. ““ 1 was, faid he, encouraged by him to
go on vigcoroufly with my own defigns. I faw in him
how much a fingle man might atchieve by zeal and
perfeverance.  And I thought, why may not I do as
much in my way, as Mr. We/ley has done 1n his, 1f I
am only as afliduous and perfevering ? And 1 de-
termined I would purfue my work with more alacrity
than cver.” I cannot quit this [ubject, continues Mr.
Kiuox, without oblerving, that micepting Mr. Weficy
no man ever gave me a more perfect idea of angelic

M m coodnels,
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goodnefs than Mr. Howard. His whole converfatiop
exhibited a moft intevelling tillue of exalted piety,
meek fimplicity, and glowing charity.  His {triking
adicu I never fhall forget.  Farewell, Sir, faid he.
when we meet again, may it be in heaven, or farthey
on our way to it! Precious man! May your prayer
be anfwered ! Cum tua fit anima mea.” ¥
In the beginning ot the year 1789, Mr. Howard
called at Mr. Wefley's houle 1in the Cily-Read, London,
in order to take his leave of him, as he was again
flying to the Continent at the call of mercy. He
carried his laft Quarto upon the Jails, under his arm,
in order to prefent 1t to his friend. But Mr. Weflgy
was on his way to [reland.  He favoured us with his
company for upwairds of an hour. He delightfully
called to mind the former days, when he had firft
heard Mr. Wejley at his Seat in Bedford/fhire, and well
recollected the dilcourfe which made the firft deep
impreffion on his mind.  The text was Eeclef, 1x. 10,
How!oever thy hand Jindelh to do, do it with thy might ;
jor there s no work, nor device, noy knowledge, nor wifdom
i the grave whither thow goeft. ¢ I have,” faid he,
** but one thing to do, and I [irive to do it with my
might.  The Lord has taken away what{oever might
be an incumbrance.  All places are alike to me, for 1
find mifery in all.  He gﬁes me continual health. 1
have no need to be careful for any thing. I eat no
animal food; and can have all I want in the moll
inconventent fituation.  Prefent my reflpeéls and

love to Mr, Wefley.  Tell him I hoped to have feen
2 him
* May my foul be with thine!
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him once more. Perhaps we may meet again in this
world ; but if not, we fhall meet, I truft, in a better.”
We hung upon his lips, delighted.  Such a picture
of love, implicity, and cheertulnels, we have feldom
feen. Taking his leave, be oblerved, T have gained,
 think, a little knowledge concerning the Plague, [
fhall therefore, after vifiting the Ruffian camp, pafs
into the Turki/h, and from thence by Conflantinople to
Fgype.”  So he purpoled ; his heart being enlarged
with the love of God and man.  But while this angel
of mercy was miniftering to the fiends of war, in the
hofpital of the Ruflian camp, God f{aid, It is enough,
Come up hither: enter thou into the joy of thy

Lord!
But to return. ®We have obferved, that it was not

ealy to do juftice to Mr, Wefley as a Writer, without
confidering the deep motive trom which he atted in
this and all things, viz, a flingle defire to pleale God.
We are ready to make the fame oblcrvation refpeCting
him as a Preacher. It appears from {ome dilcourfes
which he delivered before he went to Georgia, that he
had ceafed even then to be conformed to this world
in that charalter allo. We find nothing of what St.
Paul calls the deceitful words of man’s wifdom in them:
nothing of that artificial eloquence, {o much admired
by thofe who have formed their talte only by Heathen
mafters. It was faid of fome of the Fathers in the
Chriflian church, (who had been Philolophers, the
Literati of that day,) that they came inta Canaanladen
with Egyptian gold. They did fo; and 1n a little
time they perfuaded the fimple-hearted to prize it

NMmz2 more
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more than the gold of the Santtuary. They were
indeed the firlt grand corrupters of the gofpel of
Chrift. How very foon, like the Plulolophical Divines
of the prelent day, did they intrude into thofe things
which they had not feen, and which only God can re.
veal, vainly puffed up in their fleflily mind 2 Mr. Wefley
renounced this vain degert, and betook humfelf, even
thus early, to the fure word of prophecy. But efpecially
after the full light of the golpel {hone upon his heart,
he was f{tedfaft and rmmovable herein, {peaking in
every refpect as the oracles of God : hoiding forth the
promife of the Falher, the ufifying and fanflifying in-
fluences of the Huly Ghoft, to all who repent and believe
the gofpel.  Speaking of {fome in that day who were
ftill fond of philofophizing, he oblcrves, “ My foul 1s
fick of this {ublime divinity. Let mine be that of a
little child: and let the deepeft words I ufe to ex-
prels it, be thole I find 1n the oracles of God.”

This facrifice made by Mr. Wefley 1s, we fear, too
generally overlooked. Men can fee and acknowledge
the facrifice of his country, friends, and all thole
eratifications for which {o many pine.  But to become
a fool for Chrift's fake! To perfevere to the end of
his life 1n this fooltfhnefs of preaching ! To know no-
thing in this refpeét alfo but Jefus Chrift and him
crucified ! This was a {acrifice indeed, efpecially 1n a
man, of whom it might be faid, that he

“ Had made the whole mternal world lus own.”’

A view of the excellence of this facrifice, added to the

many other excellencies he pollelled, drew forth the
2 following
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following beautiful compliment {rom an elegant Poet

of the prelent day :

“ O, I have leen, /nor hope peihaps in vain,
ke hite go down to fee fuch fights apain,)
A Veteran warrior in the chriftian field,
Viho never {faw the fword lie could not wiell.
Grave withonut dulnefs, learned without pride,
raadt yet not precile, though meek, keen-eyed.
A man that could have foil’d at their own play,
A dozen would-be’s of the modern day.
Who, when occafion jufhified its nfe,
Had wit as bright as ready to produce.
Could teten from records of an earlier age,
Or trom Philofophy’s enlighten'd page,
Hs rich matarials, and regale your ear,
YUich flrains it was a privilege to hear.
Yot above all, Las luxury fupreme
And lus ohet glory was the Golpel-theme;
There he was coprous as old Greece or Rowe,
Fi:s happy eloquence feem’d there at Liome,
Ambitious nof Zo frine or to excel,
But to treat juflly what le lvved fo well 4

Happy eloquence indeed! TFor though the wifdom
of the world, which ts foolifhnefs with God, was cxcluded
‘both from his creed, and {from his {ermons; yet how
richly was his mind flored with Gofpel-truth! How
ftrong, how full, how perfpicuous was lus clocution !
We cannot call to mind thofe happy times, when we
have fat at his feet, and heard him hold forth the

word of life, without recolleéling that beautiful paflage
in Homer,

M m 3 AR
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¢ When Atreus’ fon harangued the TH ning train,
Judt was his fenfe, and s exprefiion plain;
His words fuccinct, vet fall, winhout a faule;
He fi";oke no more than juit the thing he ousit,”

PorE,

Fvern when fatigue of body, or peculiar exerciles
of mind, caufed bhim to fall fhort of his ufual excel-
lence, yct the remark of Dr. Beatite of Aberdeen, who
had heard him at one of thofe {ealons, was generally
verified, © It was not amaflerly fermen, yet none but a
majler could have preached 1t.”

To detract from this mamfold excellence, much has
been fatd concerning his ambition. and love of power :
and indeed it would be ftrange, if he had efcaped a
charge of this kind.  You lake Loo much upon you 1s
cenfure of an ancient date: and to which all who
have truly lerved Chrift, have been obliged to fubmit,
W hether he really loved power, 1s only known to the
Searcher of Hearts, and will appear in that day when
Gud fhall judge the fecrets of men. It is certain, he
always dented 1t, and that in the mofl {olemn manner.
Aniwering tor himfelf, when thus acculed {everal years
ago, he obfcrves, ““ When thole perfons, who after-
wards compofed the Society, firlt put themfelves under
ny care, the defire was on their part, not mine. My
defire was to live and die in retirement. But I did

not fce that I could refufe them my heip, and be
guiltlels
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guiltlefs before God. What 1s then my power € Itisa
power of admitting into, and excluding from, the So-
cicties under my care: Of choofing and removing
Leaders, and Stewards ; cf receiving or not receiving
Helpers ; and of appointing them when, where, and
low to help me.  And as 1t was merely 1n obedience
to the Providence of God, and for the good of the
people, that I at firlt accepted this power, which I
never [ought, nay, a hundred times laboured to throw
off, fo 1t 15 on the fame conliderations, not for profit,
honour, or pleafure, that I ule it at this day,

““ But feveral gentlemen are offended at my havihg
Jo much power. My anfwer to them is this, I did not
feck any part of tms power: 1t came upon me un-
awares. But when 1t was come, not daring to bury
that talent, I ufed it to the belt of my judgment.
Yet [ wus never fond of 1it. I always did, and do now
bear it as my burden: the burden which God lays upon
me ; and therefore I dare not yet lay tt down.”

It has been our aim in ftating the particulars of his
life, that the reader might humfelf form a judgment of
Mr. Wefley’s character.  And we belicve, upon a re-
view of thofe particulars, the candid will be rcady to
allow, that whatever degree of power he enjoyed, he
received it 1n the order of God, and conlequently 1t
was his bounden duty to be faithful to 1t; which he
could not be, 1t he had Jaid 1t down without a manifeft
providence calling him {oto do. An attentive reader
cannot but fee, that from the time he truly turned to
Lod, he took, according to Chrifl's dirction, the Jogu !

M m 4 Jcat.
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feat. To efcape from worldly lufls in every fenfe of
the expreflion, he would fan have burted himfelf in
the uncultivated wilds of .{werwa, amwong thole whao

10011
““ Lo quedt of prev, and hive upon tacir bow,”

happy in the idea of leaving all the world, to be an
unknown, unhounoured miirumcent in the hand of
God, 1 giving to s Son the heathien sor his inhetis
tance.  Difanpointed 1 this, he haliened to bury
himfelf 1n his loved retirement at Oxford.  Juft then
He, upnon whole fhoulders 15 the government, faid,
 Come up higher ! Give this man place ™ Thus was
the Scrnture falllled.  He humdbled hamfelf before God,
and was exalicd a1 due Gme.

And he was faithfnl to that which God conferred
upon tum. He ufled 1t according to his holy ‘word.
We beieve cven thole who bave pined at his pre-
eminence, have never charged hun with {eeking his
own ca'= or advantage thereby. To the end of his
Life he endured havdiefs as a geod foldser of Fefus Chnift,
and could fay to the moft attive, “ Come on! Follow
me ! And with refpect to the difaipline which he in-
truduced, this too he laboured to form, not according
to his own will, eafe, or advantage, but according to
the DBible, and to the purcll ages of the chrnlian
church. He confidered it with all the attention of
which he was mafler ; he took counfel with thole
who laboured with him, and with the moft pious of
his friecnds : and when, after feveral years trial, he

was
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was convinced by the blefled effects that followed,
that he was not miltaken, he would not tulicr a ftone
of the building to be removed by thole who did not
love fuch flntinefs. When they attempted it, they
found him watchiul, and not to be taken by {urprife ;
and their force avatled as little as their wifdom. As
his temper was naturally impetuous, and as he was a
firanger to dilimulation, we are not {ure that he did
not upon {ome of thole occahions {peak with a degree
of warmth, which cannot be wholly defended. But
it was gone 1n a moment. It might be {wid of him
alfo,

¢ Ho carried anger, as the fliat bears fre;
)

Tlig,~1 - viqa § ~ £ LTI (i . L -
WWhich nouch entoreed, thews a ity {park,

D e e
And ftiaight 1s cold agan,”

And no man was cver more {enfible of thole impro-
prietics than he was, aor more ready to acknowledge
them. \We have {een inflances of this, when be has
afked the offended perfon forgivenels in fuch a genuine
ipiyit of humility, as drew tears from all that weie

prefent. |
Perhaps there never was a man more free from
jealou(y or fulpicion than Mr. eflep. As he uied
no gatle himfeif, he never fulpected 1t 1in others. It
was not ealy to convince hin, that any one had in-
tentionally deccived him; and wiacen convinced by
fatts, he would allow no more than that it was {fo 1
that fingle inftance. lle firmly beld the loving, noble
Logic of the Gofpel, as well as that of the chools,
and
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and knew, that to argue thus from a particular to a
gcm?'ai, was a f}ﬁfﬁf}? which Chnft would not hold
guiltlels. One happy confequence of this, (among ten
thouland,) was, that his numerous friends refled fecure
of his love, and kncw that they had only to purfue
the path of uprightnefs, to pollels 1t to the end un-
diminifhed.

We fhall conclude this review with the following
beautiful picture of our honoured Father, drawn by
his friend Mr. Knox, whom we have already men-
tioned. We the more willingly prefent it to our
readers, as it confirms {ome particulars which we have
related, and happtly exprelles others which we have
omttted.

“ Very lately ®* I had an opportunity for [ome
days together of obierving Mr. We/ley with attention.
I endeavoured to conflider him, not {o much with the
cye of a friend, as with the impartiality of a Philo-
fopher : and 1 muil declare, every hour I {pent 1n his
company, atiorded me frcth rcalons for elteem and
vencration, So fine an old man I necver [aw. The
happinels of his mind beamed forth in his counte-
nance : every look thewed how fuily he cnjoyed

“The sav remembronce of o Ve well (hent ™

Wherever he went, he diffuled a portion of lus own
folicity, ITady and aftable 11 lus detneanour, he ac-
cornmodated himfelf to cvery fort of company, and
fiicwed how happily the moil finithed courtely may

be
X 4n the year 1780,
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be blended with the moft perfelt piety. In his cona
verfation we might be at a lofs, whether to admire
moft, his fine Claflical tafte, his extenflive knowledge
of men and things, or his overflowing goodnefs of
heart. While the grave and {erious were charmed with
his wildom, his {portive fallies of innocent mirth de-
Jighted even the young and thoughtlefs ; and both
{aw in his uninterrupted cheerfulnefs the excellency
of true religion.  No cynical remarks on the levity of
youth embattered his difcourles. No applaufive re«
trolpe@ to paft times marked his prefent difcontent,
In him even old age appeared debightful, like an
evening without a cloud; and 1t was impoffible to
obferve him without wifhing fervently, “ May my
Jatter end be like nis!”

“ But I find myfelf unequal to the tafk of delineca-
ting fuch a character. What I have faid, may to {ome
appear as panegyric; but there are numbers, and
thofe of tafte, and difcernment too, who can bear wit-
nefls to the truth, though by no means to the perfedt-
nels of the fketch I have attemnpted., With fuch I have
been frequently in his cowmpany ; and every one of
them I am perfuaded, would {ubfcribe to all I have
faid. For my own part, I never was {o happy as
while with him, and {carcely ever felt more poignant
regret than at parting from him; for well I knew,

“ 1 nc’er fhould look upon his like again {”’

Thc



590  THE LIFE OF MR. WESLLEY,

The CONCLUSIO N,

E have now delincated at large this man of

God. We have followed hun from his in-
fancy to hLis grave. VWe have endeavoured to note
every impertant {tep he took; and to dilcover the
fecret {prings of his actions, and the motives that in-
fluenced him: which we have deduced from the
whole tenor of his life, from the account which hLe
himfelf has given of his defigns, from the beft letters
which have pafled between him and his correfpon.-
dents, and from all the authentic information we
could draw from every quarter. And may we not
chal ﬁnge Univerfal Hiftory to produce a Minifler of
the Golpel, that has been {o fuccelsful in his labours,
if we conlider the extent of the work in which he was
engaged, and the depth and folidity of the work
iticlf,

Thefe three kingdoms have been pervaded by the
influence of his minifiry, and by the miniftry ot thole
who have laboured in connection with him, 1n a
manner that is aflonithing! Its power has been felt,
not cniv n the cities, and in the towns, but even n
the Linalivit viltages. It has reached the very bottom
of the nunes, and has brought {pirttual hght where
nothig Lot daknefs; fpintual and natural, reigned
bd@m, Thoufands of Tinners and Colliers have
becn changed from bintes to men, from finners of the

Trotleil Lmd to Chriflians that have adorned in all
‘ things

rl"'l'i-""i'h-



THE LIFE OF MR. WESLEY. 541

things the golpel of God thetr Saviour. It has pierced
through the vall wildernefs of Awmerica, and vifited
thoulands of famties that were fhut up from the
goipel in every other way. The places moft difficult
of accefs have not been {ufficient to obftru& its rapid
courfe. It has firetched itfelf beyond the Apalachian
mountains, to the borders of the Okio, and to the great
Jakes of that vall continent. It has thed its facred influ-
ence on the I{lands of the Sea : nor were the difficulties
arifing from their infular fituation, {uflicient to retard
its progrels, But how weuld the primary inltrument
of this bleffed work have trinmphed, if he had lived
but a few months longer, and had fcen or been in-
formed of the pleafing profpe& of fuecefs, with which
the French Preachers have been favoured 1n the proe
vince of Normandy !

The genuninenefs and depth of the work crown the
whole. Thole who arc acquainted with Mr, Wefley's
Socreties, and are candid oblervers, muft know that
there are few, if any, bodies of people now upon
carth, that manifell a greater crucifixien to the world
and all its follies and vain amufements ; or who aim
more at the truc religion of the heart. This may be ac-
counted for from two caules under the blefling of God.
1. Our venerable Friend, who has been the {ubject
of our Hiftory, econtinually infifted both in his
fermons and writings on the vanity of all opinions,
except the- great effential dotirines of the gofpel.
His conftant, invariable cry was, ¢ Religion is no-
thing elle but mory rteympers and HEAVENLY DIs-

POSITION S.
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posiTioNs. 2. The finét difcipline which he efta.
blifhed, {erved as a conftant purnifier of the Societies.
It ¢ {fearched Ferufalem with candles;” and was con.
tinually lopping off the unfound parts. Thefe caules,
under the bleﬂing of the Moft High, kept the eyes
of the people on that * one thing needful,” a holy
heart, produltive of a Aoly life.

We are fenfible, that no grace recetved from God
in this life, takes us out of a ftate of trial : and thag
the holieft perlons, if they do not watch and pray,
will certainly enter into temptation.  Many have
thus fallen: but wholefome Chriftian difcipline has
hitherto preferved the body, and will, we truft, con.
tinue to preferve it, through divine grace, till “ the

earth {hall be full of the knowledge of the Lord.”

F I N I 4.
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