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A

FARTHER APPEAL
To M‘E’N of
REeasoN and RELIGION.

PART 1L

Particalar Opinions, whether they are Right
or Wrong; nor on awy of thofe fmallér
Points of Pratice, which are”varioufly held by Men of
different Perfuafions: But firt, to point out fome
- Things which on Common Principles are conslemned by
Men of every Denomination, and yet found in all ;. and
Secondly, Some wherein thofe of each Denomination, are
more particularly inconfiftent with sbeir oavn Principles.
And, Firft, it is my Defign, abftralting from Opi-
nions of every kind, as well as from difputable Points
of Praftice, to mention fuch of thofe Things as octur
to my Mind, which are on Common Principles condem-
ned, and notwithitanding found, more or lefs, amon|
Men of every Denonmiination. )
2. But before I enter on this unpleafing Task,
I befeech you, Brethren, by the Mercies of GOD,
by whatever Love you bear to GOD,’to your
Country, to your own Souls ; do not cenfider who
{peaks, but what is fpoken. If it be poffible, for one
Hour lay Prejudice afide ; Give what is advanced a
fair Hearing. Confider fimply on each Head, Is this
True, or is it falfe? Is it Reafonable, or isit not? If
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{4)

you ask, ** But in whofe Judgment ™ I anfwer, In
your own ; I appeal to the Light of your own Mied.
Is there not a Faithful Witnefs in your own Breaft ?
By this you muft ftand or fall. You cannot be judged
by another Man's Confcience. a]udge for yourfelf b
the beft Light you have. And the merciful GO
teach me and thee, whatfoever we know not!

. Now, as I fpeak chiefly to thofe who believe the
Scriptures, the Method I propofe is this, Firft, To ob-
ferve what Account is given therein of the Feavs, the
antient Charch of GOD, inafmuch as a// thefe Things
avere auritten for our Inffruction, who fay, we are noni
the Vifible Church of the GOD of Ifrsel. Secondly,
To appeal to All who profels to be Members thereof,
to every one who is called a Chriftian, How far, in
each Inftance, the Parallel holds ? And how much e
are better than they ?

3. Firft, I am to obferve what Aceount the Scriptures
give of the Fews, the antient Church of GOD. I
mean, with Regard to their Moral Charafter; Theix
Tempers and Outward Behaviour. '

_ No fooner were they broughtout of Egypt, than we
find them murmaring againff GOD. (Exod. xiv. 32.)
Again, when he had juft brought them thro® the Red
Sea avith a mighty Hind and a flretch’d owt dArm. (c.
xv. 24.) And yet again, quickly after, in the Wildes-
nefs of Zin, your Murmurings (faith Mofes) are not a-
gainft us, but againft the Lord, (c. xvi. 8.) Nay, even
while he was giving them Bread from Heaven, they
were fill murinuring and tempting GOD, (c. xvii. 2, 3,)
and their amazing Language at that very Seafon was,
Is the Lord among us or not ? (c, xvii. 4 )

The fame Spirit they thew*d, during the whole forty
Years, that he bore their Manners in the Wildernefs :
A folemn Teftimony whereof, Mofes fpake in the Ears
of all the Congregation of Ifrael, when GOD was a-
bout to take fim away from their Head ; They bawe
- eorrupted themfelves, (faith he) their Spot is not of bis
Children ; they are a perverfe and crooked Generation.
The Lord fed Facod about ;3 be infirusted him ; be kept bim
as the Apple of his Eye. (Deut. xxxii. 5, 10.) He made
bim ride on the high Places of the Earth, that be might

. ecaqlt
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eat the Increafe of thé Fields : Then ke firfook GOD
wwhich made bim, and lightly cfteemed the Rotk of bis
- Salvation, g; 11,13,15) 0

" In like Manner GOD complains long after this,
Hear, O Heawvens, and give Ear, O Earth! 1 bawve
nourifb’d and brought up Children, and they have rebelled
againft me. Tbe Ox knoweth bis Owner, and the Afs
bis Mafter's Crib : But Ifrael doth not know, my Peoplé
doth not confider.  Ab finful Nation, a Pesple laden with-
Iniquity, a Seed of evil Doers, Children that are Cor-
gl-?rer:, they bave forfaken the Lovd, they bavve provoked the
Holy One of Ifrael, (Ifa. . 2, 3, 4.) Can a Maid forget
ber Ornaments, and a Bride ber Astire ? Yet my People
bave forgotten me, Days without Number, (Jer. i1, 32.)

4. And as they did not like to retain GOD in their
Knowledge, fo they had {mall Regard to the Ordinances
of GOD. Ewen from the Days of your Fatbers, (faith
GOD by his Prophets) ye are gone away from mine Or-
dinances, and have not kegt thesn, (Mat. iii. 7.) Ye bave
Jaid, 1t is wain to ferve GOD ; and, awbhat Profit is it
that awe have kept bis Ordinances? (v.13.) Thou haft
not called upen me, O Facob, but thou haft been weary
of me, O Ifrael : Thou hafl not brought me my Burnt-
Offerings, neither baft thou honour’d me avith thy Sacri-
Sices, (Ifa. xliv. 22, 23.) And fo the Prophet himfelf
«confefles, Thou meeteft thofe that remember thee in thy
Ways—But there is none that calleth upon thy Name.
that ﬂ)irrttl) up bimfelf to take Hold of thee, (Ifziah kxiv.

5 7) -

5. But they call’d upon his Name by vain Oaths,
by Perjury and Blafphemy. So Feremiab, Becaufe of
Savearing the Land mourneth (c. xxiii. 10.) And tho
they fay, the Lord liveth, furely they favear falfely, (c.
v.ii ) 8o Hofea, They have fpoken Words, favearing fulfe-
by inmaking a Covenant : So Exzekiel, They fay the Lord
Jeeth - us not, the Lord Fath forfaken the Earth. So
dfaiab, Their Tongur and their Doings are againft the
Lord, to prowoke the Eyes of his Glory, (c. iii. 8.) They-
Jay, Let bim matke fpeed and haflen bis Work that we
tmay fee ity and -Iet the Counfel of the Holy Oxe draa-
nigh and come that ave may knorw i, (c. v. 19.) '
Yo Malacki, Ye bave-wearied the Lord aith your
. A3
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(6) :
y¢ Jay, every one that doeth Ewil, is good.in the Sight o
the Lord, and be delighteth in them ;‘Xnd, Wb:regi: t£
GOD of Fudgment ? (c. ii. 17.)

6. And as they defpifed bis Holy Things, fo they pro-
Saned bis Sabbaths, (Ezek. 22. 8.) Yea, when GOD
fent unto them, faying, Take Heed unto yourfelves, and
bear no Burden an the Sabbath Day, neitber do ye amy
. Wark, but ballow ye the Sabbath Day, as I commanded

gour Fathers ;—Yet they obeyed not, neither inclined their
Ear, but made their Neck fliff, that they might not bear
wer receive Infirution, (Jer. xvii. 21, 22, 23.)

Neither did they honour their Parents, or thofe
whom GOD from Time to Time appointed to be Ru-
lers over them. In 2hee (in}?mtfalem, faith the Pro-
phet) they bawe fet light by Father and Motber, Ezek.
xxii. 7.) And from the very Day when GOD brought
them up out of the Land of Egyps, their Murmurings,
Chiding, Rebellion and Difobedience, againft thofe
whom he had chofen to go before them, make the
moft confiderable Part of their Hiftory, So that had
rot Mofes fleod in the Gap, he had even then deftroy’d’
them from the Face of the Earth.

7. How much more did they afterwards provoke
GOD, by Drunkennefs, Sloth and Luxury ? Tbey bave
srred thro' Wine, (faith the Prophet Ifaiab) and thro’
Mrong Drink they are out of the Way ; (c. xxviii. 7.)
which occafioned thofe vehement and repeated Warn-
‘ings, againft that reigning.Sin ; Woe to the Drunkards
of Ephraim, them that are overcome with Wine, (v.1.)
the Dyunkards. of Ephraim fball be trodden under Foot ;
. 3.) Woe unto them that rife up early that they may fol
daw frong Drink ; that *continue until Night till Wine
infl.me thene~But they regard nmot the Work of the
Lord, neither confider the Operation of bis Hands, (c.v.
11, 12.) Woe unto them that are mighty to drink Wine,
and Men of Strength to mingle firoag Drink; (v. 22.)
Woeto them that are at eafe in Zion,~that lie upon
Beds of Ivory, and firetch themfelves upon their Couches,
and eat the Lambs out of the Flock, and the Calves out of
the Midft of the Stall ; that chant to the Sound of the
Kiol, and invent to themfelves Infirumeénts of Mufick,~—e
that crink Wine in Bowls, and aneint themfelves witb’b.

2 ¥
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the chief Ointments ; but they are not grieved for the
AfiiZion of Fofeph, (Amos vi. ver. 1, 4, 5, 6.) Bebold
this (faith Exckiel to Ferufalem) was the Iniquity of thy
Sifier Sodom 5 Fulnefs of Bread and Abundance of Idle-
#¢fs awas in ber and in ber Daughters, (c. Xvi. 49.)

8. From Sloth and Fulnef/s of Bread, Lewdnefs na-
turally follow’d. It was even while Mofes was with
them, that the People began to commit Whoredom with
the Daughters of Moab : Yea, of the Daughters of
Zion Ifaiab complains, They awalk awith firetched-forth
Necks and wanton Eyes, (c.iii. 16.) And of his People
in general GOD complains by Feremiab, When I had
Sod them to the full, they affembled themfebves by Troops
in the Harlot's Houfes. They avere a.;{'ed bfmﬁ‘ z};/‘i.bi
Morning, every one neighed after bis Neighbour’s Wife,
(c. v. 7€ 8.} They 6:0511 Adulterers, an Affembly of
treacherous Men, (c. ix. 2.) The Land is full of Adule
terers, (c. xxiii. 10.) ) :

Yea, and fome of them were given up to uwnatural
Lufis. Thus we read, Fudges xix. 22. The Men of
Gibeab befer #he Houfe. wherein the Stranger was, and
beat at the Door, and fpake to the Mafler of the Houfe,
Jaying, Bring forth the Man that came into thine Houfe,
that e may know bim. And there were alfo long after
Sodomites in the Land, in the Days of Reboboam and of
the following Kings: The wery Sheaw of whofe Countes
sance witneffed againf them, and they declared their Sin as
Sodom, they bid it not, (Ifa. iii. 9 ) '

9.This was accompanied with Injufiice in all its Forms.
Thaus all the Prophets teftify againft them, Tbe Lord
booked for Judgment, but bebold Oppreflion 5 for Righte-
oufnefs, but bebold a Cry, (Ha. v. 7.) Thou baft taken
Ufury  and Increafe 5 thou haft greedily gained of thy
Neighbour by Extortion—Bebold, I bave fmitten my.
Hand, at thy dithoneft Gain awbich thou haff made,.
(Ezek. xxiiv 12, 13.) The Balances of Decit are in Fa-
cob’s Hand ; he doveth to opprefs (Hof. xii.7.) dre
there not yet rthe fcant Meafure that is abominable ; the
avicked Balances, and the Bag of deceitful Weights?-
(Mic. vi. 1e, 11.) He that departeth from Ewil, maketh.
bimfelf @ Prey, (Ha.lix. 15.) And the Lord fa<w it, and
st difpleafed bim, that there <vas no ?@matwils

Gcke,



(8)

Wicked devoureth the Man, that is more righteous than
be. They take up all of them awith the Angle, they catch
#hem in their Net, andgather them in their Drag, (Hab.
i. 13, 14, 15.) They covet Fields and take them by Vio-
lence, and Houfes, and take them away, (Mic. ii. 2.)
They pull off the Robe with the Garment, from them that
pafs by fecarely, (v. 8.) They bave dealt by Oppreffion
avith the Stranger ;5 they bawe wrxed the Fatherlefs and
the Widow : (Bzek. xxii. 7) Tbe Peogle- of the Land
bawve ufed Oppreflion and exercifed Robbery ; and bave
wexed the Poor and Needy, yea, they bhave oppreffed the
Stranger arongfully, (v. 2.} Their Works are Works of
dniquity, and the A8 of Violence is in their Hands, (Ifa.
lix. 6.) Judgment is turned away backward, and Juftice
Sflandeth afar off 5 for Truth is fallen in the Street, and
Equity cannot enter, (v. 14.) :

10. Truth indeed was fallen, as well as Juftice. E-
wery Mouth, {aith Ifaiab, fpeaketh Folly, (c. ix. 17.)
This is a rebellious People, lying Children, (c. xxx. ¢.)
their Lips hawe fpoken Lies and muttered Perwerfenefs.
Nowe calleth for Fuftice, nor any pleadeth for Truth 3
they truft in Vanity and fpeak Lies, (c. lix. 3, 4) This
occafioned that Caution of Feremiah, Take ye beed every
one of bis Neighbour, and truft ye not in any Brother ;
for every Brother awill utterly fupplant, and every
Neighbour awill walk avith Slanders. And they will de-
ceive every one his Neighbour, and awill not fpeak the
Truth ; they have taught their Tongue to fpeak Lies, and
aweary thimfelues to commit Iniquity, (c. ix. 4, 5.) )

11. And even thofe who abftained from thefe
grofs outward Sins, were ftill inwardly corrupt and.
abominable. The whole Head awas fick, and ‘the awhole
Heart was faint ; yea, from the Sole of the Foot even
unto. the Head there aas no Soundnefs, but Wounds and
Bruifes, and putrifying Sores, (Ha. 1. 5, 6) Al thefe
Nations (f2ith Gop) are uncircumcifed ; and all the
Houfe of Ifrael are uncircumcifed in Heart, (Jer. ix. 26.)
Their Heart is divided, (Hof. x. 2.) They have fet up.
their Idols in their Heart ; they are all eftranged from
me through their Idols, (Ezek. xiv. 3, 4.) )

Their Soul ftill clave unto the Duff. They laid up.
Treafures upow Earth. From the leafp of them, ;flith

. ere-
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Feremiab, even unto the greateft, every ome is given to
Coveteufnefs., (c. vi. 33.) They panted after the Duft
of the Earth, (Amos i1. %7.) They laded themfelves
with thick Clay, (Hab. ii. 6.) They joined Houfe to
Houfe, and laid Field to Field, until there avas no Place,
(Ifa. v. 8.) Yea, they enlarged their Defires as Hell ;
They were as Death, and could not be fatisfied, (Hab.
ii. 5.) )

lsz. And not only for their Covetoufnefs, but for
their Pride of Heart were they an Abomination to
the Lord.  The Pride of Ifrael, faith Hofea, doth teftify
to bis Face, (c. vii. 10.) Hear ye, give ear, {aith Fe
remiab, be not proud —Give Glory to the Lord your
God, (c: 13. 15.) But they would not be reprov'd;
they were fill awife in their own Eyes, and prudent i
their own Sight, (Ifa. v. 21.) and continually faying to
their Neighbour, Stand by thyfelf, come not near te
me 5 for I am bolier than thou ! (Ifai. lxv. 5.)

They added Hypocrify to their Pride. This Peaple,
faith Goo himfelf, draw near me awith their Moutb,
and avith their Lips do benour me, but bawe remeved
their Hearts far from me, (Ifa. xxix. 13.) Tbey bave
not cried unto me with their Heart, awben they howled
spon their Beds, (Heof. vii. 14.) They return, but not to
the Mof High ; they are like a deceitful Boaw, (v. 16)
They did but flutter bim avith their Mouth, and dif-
Semble with kim in their Tongue, (Pfal. Ixxviii. 36.) fo
that herein they only profened the Holinefs of the Lord.
And this bawe ye done agein, faith Malacki, covering
the Altar of the Lord avith Tears, with aveeping and
with crying out, infomuch that he regardeth not the Of-
JSering any morey (c. ii. 11. 13.)

13. This Gop continually declared to thofe for-
mal Worfhippers, That their Outfide Religion was
but vain. To avhct Purpofe is the Multitude of your
Sacrifices, faith the Lord? I am full of the Burmt=
Offerings of Rams, and I delight not inthe Blood of
Bullocks, or of Lambs, or of He Goats. Bring no
more vain Oblations : Incenfe is an Abomination unto me;
the Neaw Moons and Sabbaths, the calling of Affemblies,
I cannot cavay awith; it is Iniquity, even the folemn
Meeting.—~When you [pread forth your Hands, I ng
. ¢
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bide mine Eyes from you; yei, awben ye make many
Prayers, I avill not bear, (Ifa. i. 11. 13. 15.) He
that killeth an Ox is as if be flew a Man; he that fa-
crificeth a Lamb, as if he cut off a Dog’s Neck, (c. Ixvi.
3.) When they faft, I awill not hear their Cry; and
awben they offer an Oblation, I awill not accept it, (Jer.
xiv. 12.) Go gye, ferwe your Idols, if ye awill not
hearken unto me ; but pollute ye my holy Name no more
with your Gifts, (Ezek. xx. 39.)

14. Yet all this Time were they utterly carele/s and
Jecure 5 may, confident of bemg in the Favour of Goo.
They were at Eafe ; they put for away the evil Day,
(Amosvi. 1.3.) EvenawkenGOD bad pour’dbis Anger upon
Hrael, it fet bim on fire round about, yet be knew it not+ It
burned bim, yet he laid it not to Heart, (Ifa. xlii. 25.) 4 de-
ceived Heart bad turned him afide, that be could not fay, Is
there not a Lie in my Right-hand? (c. xliv. 20.) Sofar from
it, that at this very Time they faid, We are innocent, ave
bave not finned, (Jer. ii. 35, 37.) We aré wife, and
the Law of the Lord is with us, (c. viii. 8.) The Temple
of the Lord! the Temple of the Lord are awe. (c.vii. 4.)
. 1§, Thus it was that they harden’d themfelves in
‘their Wickednefs. They are impudent Children, faith
Gop, and fiff-bearted, (Ezek. ii.4.) Were they afbamed
ewhen they bad committed Abomination? Nay they
awere mot at all afpamed, neither could they blufb,
(Jer. vi. 15.) T bave fpread out my Hand all
the Day to a rebellious People, that provoketh me to
Anger continually to my Face, (a.lxv. 2, 3) They
awill not hearken unto me, faith the lord, for all the
Houfe of rael are impudent and bard-hearted, (Ezek. iii.
7.) Since the Day that their Farhers came forth out of
the Land of Egypt unto this Day, I bawe fent unto
them all my Servants the Prophets, rifing up early and
JSending them ; yet they hearken’d not unto me, nor in-
clin'd their Ear, but harden’d their Neck ; they did
aworfe than their Fathers, (Jer. vi. 25, 26.)

They were equally harden’d againft Mercies and
Judgments. When he gave them Rain, both the former
and the latter “in bis Seafon 5 when be refeived unto
them the appointed Weeks of the Harweft, filling their’
Hearts with Food and Gladnefs, ftill none of this re-
¢ ' volting



(11)

@olting and rebellions People faid, Let us mow fear the
Lord our GOD, (Jer.v. 23, 24.) Nor yet did ¢4
turn unto bim when be fmote them, (c. ix.9.13.) In
that Day did the Lord call to aweeping and to mourn-
ing : and bebold Joy and Gladnefs, eating Flefp and
drinking Wine ; let us eat and drink, for to-morroww we
SRall die, (c. xxii. 11, 12.) Altho’ he confumed them,
yet they refufed to receive Inflrultion 5 they made their
Faces barder than a Rock~None repented bim, but every
one turaed to bis Coug/?, as a Horfe rufbeth into the Bagtle,
(Jer. v. 3. c.viii. 6.) I bave given you Want of

read in all your Places, yet bave ye not returned un-
20 me, faith the Lord. I have alfo with-holden the Rain
JSrom you avhen there awere yet three Months unto
the Harvefl, mmees I bave fiitten You awith Blafiing
and Mildew ; your Gardensand your Vineyards the Pal-
mer-Worm dewoured.=I bave fent among you the Peftis
lence after the Manner of Egypt; your young Men have
I flain with the Stword—fy ave overthrown fome of
you, as GOD overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and
ye were as a Firebrand pluckd out of the Burning ; yet
bafue6 ye not returned unto me, faith the Lord, (Amos
‘iv. 6.—11.)

16. In confequence of their Refolution not to re-
turn, they would not endure found Doétrine, or thofe
that fpake it. They faid to the Seers, fee not ; and
20 the Propbets, prophefy mot unto us right things—Speak
unto us fmooth things—=Caufe the Holy One of Ifracl to
ceaft from before us, (Ifa. xxx. 10, 11.) But they bated
bim that rebuked in the Gate, and they abborred bim
that fhake uprightly, (Amosv. 10.) Accordingly, thy
People (faith Gop to Exckiel) fill are talking againft
thee, by the Walls, and in the Doors of the Houfes,
(c..xxxiii. 30.) And Amaziah the Prieff fent to Jero-
boam, King of Ifrael, faying, Amos bath confpired againft
thee in the Midft of the Houfe of Urael; the Land is
not able to bear all bis Words. Alfo Amaziah faid unto
Amos, Go flee thee away into the Land of Judah, and
prophefy there. Bus prophefy not again any more at Be- -
thel, for it is the King's Chapel, and it is the King's
Court, (c. vii. 10. 12. 13.) From the fame Spirit it
was that they faid of Feremiah, Come and let mD devife

evices
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-Deviees againft him—Come and let “us [mite bim awith
the Tomgue, and let us mot give heed to anmy of bis
Words, (c. xviii. 18.) Hence it was that he was con=
ftrained to cry out, O Lord, I am in Derifion daily;
every one mocketh me.  Since I fpake, the Word of the

rd aas madé a Reproach unto me, and a Derifion
daily : For I beard the defaming of many, Fear on every
Side : Report, fay they, and we will report it = All my
Familiars avatched for my balting ; Z_;ing, Peradven-
sure be awill be inticed, and we fhall prevail againft
bims and ae foall take our Revenge on him, (c. xx.
7, 8. 10.) And elfewhere, Woe is me, my Mother, that
thou baft born me a Man of Strife, and a Man of Con-
tention to the awbhole Earth., I bave neither lent on
Ulury, nor Men bave lent to me on Ufury 5 yet every
oxe of them doth curfe me, (c. xVv. 10.)

17. But if @ Man avalking in the Spirit l{ Falfbood,
do lie (faith the Prophet ﬁicab} JSaying, I awill pro-
_ phefy unto thee of Wine and firong Drink, be foall even

be the Prophet of this People, fc ii. 11.) And Gop

ve them Paftors after their own Heart ; fuch were
thofe Sons of E/i, Sons of Belial, awho knew not the
Lord, (1 Sam. ii. 12.) rapacious, covetous, violent
Men, (v. 14, 15, 16,) by reafon of whom Men abbor-
red the Offering of the Lord, (v. 17.) who not only
made themfelves wile, (c. iii. 13.) but alfo made the
Lord’s People to tranfgrefs, (c. ii. 24.) while they made
themfelves fat avith the chiefeft of all the Offerings of
Ifrael, (v. 29.) Such were thefe of whom Zfziabfays,
Tbe Prieft and the Prepher bave err'd thrd' fironmg
Drink 5 they are fwallowed up of Wine, (c. xxviii. 7.)
Come ye, fay they, I asill fetch Wine, and awe avill
Sill ourfelves awith firong Drink ; and To-morrow fball
be as this Day, and much more abundant, (c.lvi. 12.)
Therefore (faith he) the Lord hath poured out upon you
the Spirit of deep Sleep, and bath clofed your Eyes : -

" The Prophets and the Seers bath he covered 5 and the
Vifion of all is become unto you as the Words o
a Book that is fealed, (c. xxix. 10, 11.) Such alfo
were thofe of whom he faith, His Watchmen are
blind, they are all ignorant ; they are all dumb Dogs ;
they cannot bark, fleeping, lying dosen, loving to ﬁzm-
er.
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ber. Yea, they are greedy Dogs, awbhich can mever bave
enough, and tiey are Shepherds that cannot underfland.
They all look to their own Way, every ane for bis
Gain, from bis Quarter. (c. vi. 10, 11.) ' .
Little bester were thofe of whom the Prophets that ’
followed have left us fo dreadful an Account; Both
Prophet and Prief are profane; yea, in my Houfe'
bawve I found their Wickednefs, faith the Lord. And
Srom the Pr?bm of Jerufalem, is Profanenefs gone
Sorth inte all the Land, (Jer. xxiii. 11. 15.) Her
Priefts bave wiolated my Law, and bave fraﬁzr‘:ed my’
boly things : they have put no Difference betaveen the
Holy and the Profane, and I am profaned among them, '
(Ezek. xwii. 26.) If I be a Father, awhere is mine-
Honour 5 and if I be a Mafler, avhere is my Fear ?
Jaith the Lord of Hofts unto you, O Priefts, that defpifs -
my Name, (Mal. i. 6.) ' )
~Yea, fome of them were fallen into the groffeft Sins. °
The Company of Prigfts, faith Hofea, commit Leawdnefs : -
There is Whoredom of Ephraim, Ifrael is defpifed, (c. vi. -
9, 10.) I hawe feen alfo in the Prophets of Jerufalem
(faith Gop by Feremiab) an horrible thing; they com=
mit Adultery and awalk in Lies, (c. xxiii. 14.) )
18. And thofe who were clear of this, were deeply °
covetous. Who is there among yow, that avould fbut
the Doors for nought ? Neither do ye kindle Fire on my
Altar for nought. 1 bave no Pleafure in you, faith *
the Lord of Hofls, (Mal. vi. 10.) The Pricfis of Zion
preach for Hire, and the Prophets thereof divine for -
Money.  Yet will they lean upon the Lord, and fay, It
not the Lord among us ? (Mic. iii. 11.} Thus, faith the -
Lord, the Prophets bite with their Teeth, and cry,
Peace : And be that putteth not into their Mouths, -
they even prepare War againft kim, (C. iii. §.) There-
fore the Word of the Lord came unto Ezekiel, faying,
Prophefy againft the Shepberds of lracl, and fay, Woe °
be to the Shepherds of Mrael that do feed themfelves :
Should not the Shepherds feed the Flocks? Ye eat the
Fat, and ye cloath jou awith the Wool 5 but ye feed not -
the Flock.” The Difeas’d hawe ye not firengthen’d, neither
bawe ye begled thia which was. fick, mesther bhave ye
cacd ol o B 0y £ ) boysd
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Bound up that awhich was broken, neither have yé brought
agein that awhich awas driven away, neither have ye
Jouzht that which was lof, but ayith Force and awith
Cruelty have ye ruled them. Andthey awere feattered be-
caufe there is no Shepherd, and they became Meat to
all the Beafls of the Field. Yea, my Flock awas feat-
tered upon all the Face of the Earth, and none did
JSearch or feck after them, (c. xxxiv. 1.—6.)

.19. To the fame Effe do the other Prophets de-
clare, Ye are departed out of the Way, ye bave caufed.
many to flamble.~Therefore hawve I alfo made you con-
gemptible and bafe before all the People, (Mal. ii. 8, g.)
From the Prophet even unto the Prieft, every one deal-
etd falfely. They bave bhealed alfo the Hurt' .~ e
Dxughter of my People flightly, faying. Peace, "Peace,’
avkben there is' no Peace, (Jer. vi. 13, :4.) They pro-
phefy Lies-inmy Name, (c. xiv. 14.) They fay fisll unto
them that defpife me, the Lord hath faidy je fhcll bave-
Peéace 5 and they fay unto every Man that awalketh “af-.
ter the, Imagination of his owwn Heart, no Ewvil fholl’
come upon you, (C. xxiii. 1%.) The Prophets of Jeru-
falem firengthen the Hands of the Evil-doers, that none
doth return from his Wickednefs, (v.'14.) They bave™
Seduced my People, and one built up a Wall, and lo others
daubed it with untepper’d Mortar, (Ezek. xili. 10)
I};tb'\l‘ie: they have made the Hearts of the Righteous
JSad, whom I'have not made fads and firengthened the
Hands of the Wicked, that be fhould not return Srom
big wicked Way, by promifing bim. Life, (v. 22.) Many -
Pafiors bave defiroyed my Vineyard, they bave trodden
”y Portion’ under Foot ; they have made my pleafant
Portion a defolate Wildernefs, (Jer. xii 10) There is
a Confpiracy of her Prophets in the Midfi of ber, like
a roaring Lion, ravening. the Prey. They bave de-'
-wiured Souls, (Ezek. xxn. 25.) Thus faith the Lord,
Feed the Flock of the Slaughter 5 awhofe Poffeffors flay .
them, and bold themfelves not guilty, and they that JSell
them fay, Bleffed be the Lord, for I amrich’s and their
ewn Shepberds pity them nmot, (Zach. xi. 4, 8.)

‘II. 1. Suchisithe .general Account which . the Scrips.
tihves -give of the Fews, tha antient Church of Gop.
And

-t
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And fince all thefe things were swritten for our In-

JSruftion, who are now the vifible Church of the Gop

of Ifrael, I fhall in the next Place appeal to all who

profefs this, to every one who calls himfelf a Chri-

. flian, How far in each Inftance the Parallel holds ?
and how much we are better than they?

And firlt, were they difcontented? Did they repise
at the Providence of Gop? Did they fay, Is the
Lord amang us or not ? When they were in imminent
Danger, or prefling Went, and faw no Way to efcape ?
And which of us can fay, F am clear from this Sin : I
have wathed my Hands and my Heart in Innocency ?
Have not we who judge others, done the fame things ®

fngreyied and repined times without Number ? yea,
_..<-that when we were not in prefling Want, nor
diftrefled with imminent Danger. Are we not in
general, (our ‘own Writers being the Judges)- have we
.not ever been from the earlict Ages, a repining,
-murmuring, difcontented People, mnever long fatisfied
either with Gop or Man ? ‘Surely .in this we have
great need to humble ourfelves before Gop ; for we
are -in no wife better than they. .

But Fefburon forfook GOD avhieh made bim, and
lightly eftcemed the Rock of bis Salvition. And did .
not England too ? Ask ye of the Generations of old,
enquire from the Rifing of the Sun to the going down
thereof, whether there was ever a People called by
his Name, which had les of GOD in all their
Thoughts 2 Who in the whole Tenor of their Behaviour
thew'd fo /Jight an Eflecn for the Rock of their Sal-
_wation ? . ) !

Could there ever be fironger Caufe for Gop' to cry
out, Hear, O Heavens, and give Ear, O Earth ! For
hath he not nourifbed and brought us up as his Children?
And yet, how have we rebelled againff him | If Ifrael
of old did not knowv Gob ; if his antient People did
not confider ; was this peculiar to Them? Are not we
alfo under the very fame Condemnation ? Do we, as
a People, 4noww GOD ? Do we confider - him as Gop ?
Do we tremble at the Prefence of his Power? Do
we revere his excellent Majefty ? Do we remember at

B2 . all
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.all Times, God is here! He is new reading my
. Heart: He fpieth out all my Ways: There is not a
. Word in my Tongue but he knoweth it altogether :
Is this the TChara&ter of us Englifp Chrifians ? The
Mark whereby we are known from the Heathen ? Do
.we thys #now Gop ! Thus confider his Power, his
. Love, his all-feeing Eye ? Rather, are we not likewife
u finful Nation, who bewe forgotten kim Days avith-
out numtber ! A People laden awith Iniguity, continually
Surfaking the Lord, and provoking the Holy One of
- Tfrael. ' :
fz. There s indeed a wide Difference, in this Re-
fpe&, between the Fews and us; they bappen’d (if I
"may fo fpeak) to forget Gop, becaufe other things"
came in their Way : Bat we defign to forget him ;
we do it of fet Purpofe, becanfe we do not like to
semember him. From the Accounts given by Fere-
“miah, we have Reafon to believe, that when that
People was moft deeply corrupted, yet the greateft
Men in the Nation, the Minifters of State, the Nobles
and Princes of Fudah, talk’d of Gop fometimes, per-
- haps as frequently as upon any other Subje&. But is
it fo ameng us? Rather, is it not a Point of Good-
breeding to put Gop far away, out of our Sight.? Is
he talk’d of at all among the Great? The Nobles,
‘or Minifters of State in England 7 Among any Perfons
.of Rank or Figure in the World ? Do they allow
Gop any Place in their Converfation ? From Day to
Day, from Year to Year, do you difcourfe one Hour
of the Wonders he doth for the Children of Men ?
_If one at a Gentleman or Nobleman’s Table was to
.begin a Difcourfe, of the Wifdom, Greatnefs or
Power of Gop, would it not occafion (at leaft) as
much Aflonifhment, as if he had begun to talk Blaf-
phemy ? And if the unbred Man perfifted therein,
would it not put all the Company into Confufion ?
And what do you fincerely believe the more favourable
Part would fay of him when he was gone? But
that ¢ He is a little touch’d in his Head ;" or
¢ Poor Man ! ke has not feen the World.”

. You
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You know, this is the naked Truth. But how
terrible is the Thought to every ferious Mind ! Into
what a State is this Chrifficn Nation fallen! Nay,
the Men of Eminence, of Fortune, of Education f
Would not a thinking Foreigner who fhould be pre-
fent at fuch an Interview, be apt to conclude, That
the Men of Quality in England were Atheifts 2 That
they did not believe there was any Gobp at all; or,

- at beft, but an Epicurean Gop, who fat at Eale upon _
the Circle of the Heavens, and did not concern him-
felf about as Worms of the Earth ? Nay, but he un-
derftands every Thought now rifing in your Heart,
And how long tan you put him out of your Sight ?
Only till this Veil of Fleth is rent in funder. For
Eour Pomp will not then folloaw you. Will not your

ody be diingled with common Duft? And your Soul
ftand naked before Gop ? O that you would zoww ac-
quaint yourfelf aith Goo, that you may then be
cloathed with Glory and Immortality !

3. Did Gop complain of the Fews. Ewven from the
Days of your Fathers Jye are gone axway from mine Or-
dinances, and have not kept them. And how juftly
may he make the fame Complaint of us ? For how
exceeding fmall a Proportion do we find of thofe in
any Place who call themfelves Chriftians, that make
a Confcience of attending them ? Does one Third of
the Inhabitantsin any one Parifh throughbut this great
City, conftantly attend Publick Prayer and the Mini-
firy of bis Word, as of Confcience towards Gop ?
Does one Tenth of thofe who acknowledge it as an
Infticution of Chrift, duly attend the Lord’s Supper #
Does a fiftieth Part of the #ominal Members of the
Church of England obferve the Fafls of the Church;
or fo much as the forty 1Jays of Lent, and all Fridays
in thé¢ Year? Who of thefe then can caft the firft
%tone at the Fews, for negleting the Ordinances of

op? -

Nay, how many Thoufands are found among us}
who have never partook of the Supper of the Lord ?
How many Thoufands are there;, that live and dié
in this unrepented Difobedience ? What Multitudes;

o ' B3 even
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everr in this Chrifian City, do not attend any Pubkick
Worthip at all ? No, nor fpend a fingle Hour from
one Year to another in priwately pouring eut their.
-Hearts before Gon @ Whether Gop meeteth bim that
remembreth him in bis Ways or not, is no Concern of
theirs: So the Man eats and drinks, and dies as 2
Beaft dicth,

* Dreps into the Dark and difappears.”™

It was not therefore of the Children of Ifrae/ alone,
that the Meffenger of Gop might fzy, There is nona
comparatively) tkat calleth upon thy Name, that flirreth
bimfelf up to take hold of thee.

4. Ye have heard, that it was faid to them of old
Time, Becaufe of Swearing the Land mourneth. But
if this might be faid of the Land of Canaan, how
much more of #bis Land ? In what City or Town,
in what Market or Exchange, in what Street or
Place of Public Refort, is not the Holy Name avbereby
e are called taken ia vain, Day by Day? From
the Noble to the Peafant, who fails to call upon
GOD, in this, if in no other Way ? Whither can you
tarn, where can you go, without hearing fome praying
to GOD, for Damnation either on his Neighﬁour or
himfelf ? Curfing thofe, without either Fear or Re-
morfe, whom Chrift hath bought to inherit a Blef~
fing ! '
%re you one of thefe Stupid, Semfelefs, Shamelefs.

" ‘Wretches, that call fo earneftly for Damnation on your
ewn Soul? What if GOD fhou'd take you at your
Word? Are you able ta dwell with everlafiing Burx-
‘dngs ? If you are, yet why fhou’d you be in hafte, ta «
be in the Lake of Fire burning cwith Brimflone ? GOD,
help you, ar you will be there, {oon enough, and long
enough ; for that. Fire is nat quenched.. But the Smoke
thereof afcendeth xp, Day and Night, for ever and
over. : :

-And what is that important Affair, concermning
which you was but now appealing to GOD ? Was you
calling GQD to record upom your Stwl, touching your

- : ver-
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Everlafting Salvation ? No; but touchihg the Beauty
of your Horfe, the Swiftnefs of your Dog, or the
Goodnefs of your Drink ¥ How is this  What Notion
bave'you of GOD ¥ What do yon take Him to be »

Ldcirco. flolidam praobes sibi uellere barbam
Fupiter 2

What Stupidity, what Infateation is this ¥ Thus with-
out either Pleafure or Profit or Praife, to fet at nought
him that hath a// Power both in Heaven and Earth ¥
Wantonly to provoke the Eyes of his Glory !

Are you a Man of Letters, who are fank folow » I will;
not then fend you te the Infpired Writers (fo called :.
Perhaps you may difdain to receive Inftru&ion by them,)
but to the Old, blind Heathen. Con’d you only fix
in your Mind. the Idea he had of GOD, (tho’ it is.not
frictly juft, unlefs we refer it to GOD made Man) yow
wou’d never thus affront him more, . .

H, x xuun'pg'» in 5¢gt;a vevoe Keortawr, ]
"Apflgirias & doa yairas imsgéuioailo " Aranros
Keatos am adavizoo” méyar & iNMEw "Orvprror,

Shall not the very Heathen then, rife up in Fudg~
ruent againfl this Generotion, and condemn it ? Yea, and
netonly the Learned Heathens of Greece and Rome,
but the Savages of America. For I never remember:
to have heard a Wild /ndian name the Name of Sosfa-
lei-citee, (Him that fitteth in Heaven) without  eithen
laying his Hand ‘upon his Breaft, or cafling his Eyes.
down to the Ground. And you are a Chriffian{ O
how do.you caufe the very Name of Chriffianity, to
be blafphemed ameng the Heathen !

5. But is it Light Swearing only, (inexcufable as thag
is) becaufe of which our Land mourneth 2 May it not
alfo be faid of us, Tho' they Jay the Lord liveth, furely.
they fawear falfely ? Yea, to fuch a Degree, that there.
is hardly the like, in any Nation under Heaven ; that-
almoft every Corner of the Land is filled with wilful,
delibexate Perjury. .
S Ipeakc
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I fpeak not now of the Perjuries which every Com-
fon Swearer cannot bat run into Day by Day. (And
indeéd Common ** Swearing mnotorioufly contributes to
the Growth of Perjury. For Oaths are little minded
when Common Ufe has fullied them, and every Mi-
nute’s Repetition has made them cheap and vuigar.*’)
Nor of thofe which are continually committed and of-
ten detected in our open Courts of Juftice. Only with
Regard to the latter I muft rémark, That they are a
Natural Confequence, of that monflrous, fhocking Man-
ner, wherein Oaths are ufually adminifter’d therein :
Without any Deeency or Serioufnefs at all; much lefs
with that awful Solemnity, which a Rational Heathen
wou'd expet, in an Immediate Appeal to the Great
GOD of Heaven. :

I had once defigned to confider all the Oaths which
dre cuftomarily taken by any Set of Men among us.
But I foon.found this was 2 Work too weighty for me :
So almoft in infinitum are Oaths multiplied in England :
I fappofe to a Degree which is not known in any
other Nation in Exrope,

‘What I now propofe is, To inftance only in a few,

« (but thofe notof fmall Importance} and to fhew, how
amazingly little Regard is had, to what is folemnly
promifed or affirmed before GOD. - '

6. Thisis done, in part, to my Hands by a late Au-
thor. So far as he goes, I fhall livle more than tran-
feribe his Words. (Mr. Difney’s Firlt Effay, p. 30.)

*“ When a Fuftice of Peace is fworn into the Com-
miffion, he makes Oath—¢ That he fhall do equal
Right to the Poor and to the Rich, after his Canning,
Wit.and Power, and "after the Laws and Cuftoms of
the Realm and Statutes thereof made, in all Articles in
the King’s Commiffion, to him dire@ted. —What thofe
Articles are, you will find in the firft Aflignavimus of
the Commiffion: ¢ We have affigned you and every
one of yoa, jointly and feverally=to kcep and caufe to
be kept, all Ordinances and Statutes, made for—the
Quiet; Rule and Government of our People in all and
every the Articles thereof, according to the Force,
Form and Effe®t of the fame, and to chafife and pu-
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nifp all Perfons, offending againft any of them, accord-
ing to the Form of thofe Statutes and Ordinances.”
So that he is folemnly fworn to the Execution of all
fuch Statutes, as the Legiflative Power of the Nation
has thought fit to threw upon his Care. Such are all
thofe, (among others) made againtt Drunkennefs, Tipling,
Profane Swearing, Blofphemy ; lewd and diforderly Prac-
tices, and Profunation of the Lord’s Day. And ’tis
“hard to imagine how a Juftice of Peace can think him-
felf more concerned, to fupprefs Riots, or Private Quar-
“rels, than he is to levy Twelve-pence on a'Profane
Savearer, Five Shillings on a Drunkard, Ten Shillings .
on the Publick Houfe that fuffers Tipling, or any other
Penalty which the Law exa&s of Vice and Immorality,
The fame Oath binds him both to one and the o-
ther, laying an equal "Obligation upon his Confcience.
-How a Magiftrate, who negle@s to punith Excefs, Pro-
- fanenefs and Impiety, can excufe himfelf from the’
Guilt of Perjury, 1don't pretend to know. If he rea-
fons fairly, he will find himfelf as much forfavorn, as
-an Evidence whe being upon his Oath, to declare se
“avbole Truth, neverthelefs conceals the moff confiderable
*Part of it. And his Perjury-is fo mu¢h the more infa-
mous, as the ill Example and Effe@s of it will be mif-
chievous.” o

7. The fame Author (in the Preface to his Second
Effay) goes on : .

“ You, Gentlemen of the Grasd -Juries, takée a
folemn Oath, That you will diligently enquire, and trae
Prefentment make, of 2/l fuch Articles, Matters and
Things as fhall be given you in Charge : - As al{o, that
you will (not only prefent no Perfen for Envy, Hatred
or Malice, but) not leave any unmprefented, for Fear,
- Favour or Affettion.” Now are not the Laws againft
Imniorality and Profanenefs giwen you in Charge, as
well as thofe againft Riots, Felony and Treafon? Are
not Prefentment and Indi@tment One Method exprefly
appointed by the Statutes, for the Punifhment of Drus-
kennefs and Tipling 7 Are not Houfes of Baawdry and
Gaming, punifhable in the fame Courts, and confequently
prefentable by you ? Is not the Proclamation for the

‘ punifhing
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Niffenters) come not once in a Menth, at leaft, te
Church.” And.3. That you fhall wel/ and duly exe-
ctite all Precepts and Warrants to you direted. I be-
ligve no Conflable will pretend to be ignorant of this,
How is it then, that when we fend out Warrants, to
levy on Offenders for Swearing, Drunkennefi and the
like, - shofe Warrants are fo ill obey’d? Are you not-
fworn to execute thefe as well as any other, and that
duly too, according to the Tenor of your Precept?
Your Precept tells you, you fhall demandfuch a Sum ;
and if the Offender will -not pay, you fhall Zewy it &y
Difirefs of bis Goods : -And if no Difirefs can be taken,
you are ¢tben only to fet him im the Stocks ; otherwife .
you have no Authority fo to do: Nor is the fetting

him- ie the Stocks, when you might have diftrain’d,

any Execution of your Precept.” . ) '

. % The latt Part of your Oath is in gemeral Terms,
That.you fhall ave// and duly, according to your Know-
ledge, Power and Ability, do and execute all other
Tbings belonging to the Office of a Conflable. I fhall
inftance in fome Things which certainly elong to your
Office,, becaufe you,.add none elfe, can do them. 1. A
Conftable may, avithout a Warrant, apprehend any
‘Perfons, .and ;casry them before a Juftice, who are .
driving Carts, Horfes or" Cattle on the Lord’s Day :
2. He may do.the fame, witbout a- Warrang, 10 fuch as
he fhall find at anmy Sports or Pafiimes on that Day ; .
3. To fuch as he ({all find #igpling in Publick-Houfes ;’
4. To Shopkeepcrsafelling or expofing Goods to fale on .
the Lord’s Day ; and laftly, to fuch as he fhall find druné
ot blafpheming, oy prefanely fwearing or curﬁng.” :

w': Thus I have flieltn you, in part, awhat belongs to
your Qffide 2. It ja.welly i accarding to sthe Tenor of
your Qath, you duly, to the befl of your Knowledge and
Ability, da and pxacute.all thefe Things. But remember,
that,. if you do not, if you. negleét any of them, you
are forfowors.” ‘

.Now lJet all Men judge, How many Conflables in .
England are clear of Wilful Pesjury ! o o

19: I will now (he goes on). addrefs- myfelf te,
Kburchwardeos,. Your.Qath s, ¢ Thatyou fhall well -
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and truly execute the Office of a Church-awarden, for
the enfuing Year; and to the beft of your Skill and
Knowledge, prefent fuch Perfons and Things, as are
prefentable, by the Ecclefiaftical Laws of the Realm.”
I fhall fet down only a few of thefe.

¢ The Statute of King Fames I. obliges you to pre-
fent once a Year, all monthly Aéfenters from Church.”

¢ The goth Canon enjoins you, firlt to admonifb, and
then, if they reform not, to prefent, all your Parithio-
ners who do not duly refort to Church on Sundays, and
there continue the avhole Time of Divine Serwice. Og
this Article obferve, 1. That a Perfon’s being abfent
from Church, is Ground fufficient for you to proceed,
2. That you are not only to prefent, thofe who 4o noa
come to Church, bat alfo thofe that behave irreverently
or indecently there, either walking about, or talking;
all who do not abide there orderly and foberly, the
whole Timte of Service and Sermon, and all that Jizer
away any Part of that Time, in the Church-yard of
in the Fields.” ,

“ The rizth Canon enjoins you, within 40 Days
after Eafter, to exbibit to the Bifhop or his Chagcellor,
the Names of all above the Age of fixteen, within yous
Parifh, that did not receive the Communion.”

¢ Other Statates oblige you to prefent Drunkennefi,
Tippling, and Publick Houfes fuffering Perfons to ripple
in them.” .

““ And_tbe 109th Canon binds you to prefent al/
manner of Vice, Profanenefs and Debauchery, requis-
ing you faithfully to prefemt all and every the Offen-
ders in  Adultery, Whoredom, Drunkennefs, Profane
Savearing, or any other Uncleannsfi and Wickeduefs of
Life.” It is therefore a Part of that Office to which
you are folemnly fworn, to prefent not only all Drug.
kennefs and Tippling, but Profane Swearing, Lewdnefs,
apd whatloever elfe is contrary to Chriftian Piety. So
that if you know any of your Parithioners, be his Qua-
Kty or Circumftances what they will, that is guilty of
any of thefe, you are obliged to prefent bim at the nexs
Vifitation, or you are yourfelves guilty of Perjury. And
the 26th Canon exprefles %Ch an Abhorrence of a
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Church-avarden's Negle& in this Matter, that it forbids
the Minifter, iz any awife, to admit you to the Holy
Communion, awbo (as the Words og the Canon are)
baving taken your Oaths to prefint all fuch Offences in
your feveral Parifbes, foall notwithflanding your faid
Oatbhs, cither in megleling or refufing to prefent, wit-
tingly and willingly, defperately and irreligion/ly incur,
the Horrid Guilt of Perjury.” .

And who is clear? I appeal to every Minifter of a
Parifh, from one End of Englazd to the other, How
many Church-avardens have you known, in twenty,
thirty, forty Years, who did not thus defperately and
irveligionfly incary the borrid Guilt of Perjury ?

10. I proceed to Perjuries of another Kind, The
Oath taken by all Captains of Ships, every Time they
return from a Trading Voyage, runs in thefe Terms:

¢ I do fwear, That the Entry above written, now
tender’d and {ubfcribed by me, is a jult Report of the
Name of my Ship, its Burthen, Built, Property, Num-
ber and Country of Mariners, the prefent Mafter and
Voyage: And that it doth further contain a true Ac-
count of my Lading, with the particular Marks, Num-
bers, Quantity, Quality and Confignment, of all the
Goods and Merchandizes in my faid Ship, to the bef
of my Knowledge ; and that I have not broke Bulk,
or delivered any Goods out of my faid Ship, fince her
loading in.” " So help me God.

¢« Thefe Words are fo clear, exprefs and unambiguous,
; that they require no Explanation. But who takes this
! plain Oath, without being &nowingly and deliberately
! forfworn ? Does one Captain in fifty ? Does one in five
. Hundred? May we not go farther yet? Are there five
Captains of Veflels now in London, who have not at
. one Time or another, by this very Oath, which they
. knew to be falfe when they took it, incurred the Guilt
i of Wilful Perjury ? i ,
11. The gath which all Offcars of his Majefty’s
- Cufloms, take at their Admiffion into their Office, runs
thus :

¢ Ido fwear to be true and faithful in the Execution,
to the beft of my Knowledge and Power,. of the Truft

com-
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committed to my Charge and Infpetion, in the Service
of his Majefty’s Cuftoms: And that I will not take or
receive, any Reward or Gratuity, diredly or indiret-
ly, other than my Salary, or what is or fhall be al-
Towed me from the Crown, or the regular Fees efta-
blifh’d by Law, for any Service done or to be done in
the Execution of my Employment in the Cuftoms, on
any account whatfoever. So help me God.” -

On this it may obferved, 1. That there are Regular

Fees, ¢ffabli’d by Laaw, for fome of thefe Officers;
2. That the reft do hereby engage, not to take or re-
ceive any Reavard or Gratuity, direly or indireltly,
other than their Salary or Allowance from the Crown,
on any account awbatfocver.
" "How do the Former keep this folemn Engagement ?
They whofe Fees are effabli’d by Laaw ? %o they’
take thofe ¢fablif’d Fees, and no more? Do they not
receive any farther Gratuity? Not, on any Account
wbatfoever ? If they do, they are undeniably guilty of
Wilful Perjury.

And do the latter take 7o Fees at a/l 2 Do they re-

ceive no Reward or Gratuity, for any Serwice done, or
to be done, in the Execution of their Employment ? Do
they not take any Money, directly or indirettly, on any
Aecount wbatfaever ? Every time they do receive either
more or lefs, they alfo are flatly forjavora.
_ Yet, who fcruples either the one or the other ? Either
the taking a /arger Fse than the Law appoints? Or the
taking any Fee, large or fmall, which Is offer’d, even
where the Law appoints none at all ?

What innumerable Perjuries then are here committed,
over and over, day by day! And witheut any Re-,
morfe ; without any Shame ! Without apy Fear either - -
of God or Man! :

12. I will produce but one Inftance more. The
Oath of one who wotes for a Member of Parliament
is this’: .

*“ I do fwear, I have not received or had, by my-
felf, or of any Perfon whatfoever in traft for me, or
for my Ufe and Benefit, direftly or indire@tly, any
Sum or Sums of Money, Office, Place or Employmaxtf,

Cz- ift
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Gift or Reward, or ary Promife or Security for any
Money, Cftice, Empleyment or Gift, in order o give
my Vote at this Eleétizn, and that I have not tefore
been polled at this Ele€tion. So help me God.”

" We may obferve here, 1. That this Oath is taken,
ence in feven Years (if not oftrer) by all the Free-
holders, in every County thrcughout Esgland and
Wales, as well as by all the Frcemen in every City
ard Borough-Town ; and 2. That hereby every Voter
fwears, in Words liible to no Fvafion, That he has
not received, direltly or indire?ly, amy Gift or Re
avard, or Promife of any.

* But (to pafs over thofe godlefs and fhamelefsWretches,
who freqdently vote twice at one Ele&tion) How few
are there, who can take this Oath with a Confcience
void of Offence? Who have not receiv’d, direily or
mdireétly, emy Gift or Promife of any ? No ! have not
you ? If you have received nothing elfe, have not you
reccived Meat or Drink ? And did you pay for the
Meat or Drink you receiv’d ? If not, that was a
Gift ; and confequently, yox are as really perjured, as
the Man that has received an hundred Pounds.

" What a melancholy Profpe&t is then before us!
Here are almoft a// the common People of any Subftance
throughout the Land, both in the City and Coun-
try, calling Gopo to record toa Arown, ailful
Falfbood | ' ’
" 13. I fhell conclede this Head in the weighty
Words of the Author before cited.

“ Moft of thefe, I am afraid, look upon their
*¢ QOaths as Tbings of courfe, and lile to be regard-
“ ed. But can there be any thing in the World
*¢ more facred than an Oath? Is it not a folemn
¢« Appeal to Gob for your Sincerity ? And is not that
“ very Appeal an Acknowledgment, that he will
$¢ furely punifh Falthood ? Nay further, Is it not &
 calling down the Vengeance of Gop upon your-
¢ felve: if you are falle ¢ Do you not, by laying your
¢ Hand uvpon the Gofpel, declare, That yox hbope
 for mo Salvation by Chriff, if you perform not
“ what you then promife, or, if what you then affirm,

(1] is
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¢ is not true? And do not the Words, So belp me
¢ GUD, fufficiently prove, that the Intention of yoyr
"-Qath is fo? And that if you fivear falfe, you are
“ to expe& no Mercy from Gono, either in this World
‘ or the next? And do you not perfonally and ex-
‘«¢ prefly give your Confent to this heavy Curfe, by
 kiffing the Book ? How then dare any of you ven-
“¢ ture to play with fo awful an Engagement ? Is it
¢ that you think the Oath of a Grund Fury-man, or
“ Parifp-Officer”, (of a Captain, an Officer of the
Cujtoms, or a Voter in Eletions) * is not as facred
¢ and binding as that of an Ewidence at the Bar ?
4¢ What is it can make the Difference ? Both of them
¢ are equally Appeals to Gob, and Imprecations of
 his Vengeance upon awilfil Perjury.” )
- 14. Ifthere be then a God thatis not mocked, what a
Weight of Sin lies on this Nation ? And Sin of no
common Dye ; for Perjury has always been accounted .
one of the deepeft Stain. And how will any ene at-
tempt to excufe this? By adding Blafphemy thereto? Sor
indeed fome have done; faying, like thofe of old,
Tufb, thou GOD careft not for it. . The Lord feeth
(i. e. regardeth) us mot. The Lord'hath forfiken the
Earth. He has left fecond Cawjes to take their
Courfe, and Man in the Hind of bis own Counfil.

How]many are they who now fpeak thus ? According
to whofe Minute Philofophy, the Particular Providence
of Gop is utterly exploded, the Hairs of our Head
are no longer numbred: And not only a Sparrow, but a
City, an Empire may full to the Ground, awithout the
Will or Care of our heavenly Futher. You allow then
only a General Providence.” I do not underftand the
Term. Be fo kind as to let me know, what you
mean by a ** a General Providence, contradiftinguifb'd
¢ from a Particular one ?>* I doubt you are at a
Lofs for an Anfwer; unlefs you mean fome huge, .
unwieldy thing, (I fuppofe, refembling the Primim
Mobile in the Ptolemaick Syflem) which continually
whirls the whole Univerfe round, ‘without affe@ing
ope thing more than another. I doubt this Hypo-
thefis will. demand more Proof, than yoa are at pre-

. C3 fent
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fent able to produce ; befide that it is attended ®ith
a thoufand Difficulties, fuch as you cannot readily
folve. It may be therefore your wifet Way for
once to think with the Vulgar, to acquiefce in the
plain, fcriptural Account.  This informs us, that altho’
Gop dwelleth in Heaven, yet he ftill ruleth over alls
That his Providence extenis to every Individual in
the whole Syftem of Beings which he hath made:
That all satural Caufes of every kind, depend wholly
upon his Will ; and he .increafes, leflens, fufpends or
deftroys their Efficacy, according to his own good
Pleafure : That he ufes preternatural Caufes at his
Will, the Miniltry of good or of evil Angels: And
that he hath never yet precluded himfelf from exert-
ing his own immediate Power, from fpeaking Life or
Death into any 'of "his Creatures; from Jooking a
World into Being, or into nothing. - .
Thinkeft thou then, O Man, that. thou foalt tfcape
the Judgment of this great GOD ? O no longer trea-
JSure up unto thyfelf Wrath, againft the Day of Wrath!
‘T'hou canft not recall what is paft ; but now keep thy-
Jelf pure, even were it at the Price of all that thou
hatt ; and acknowledge the Goodnefs of Gop, in that
he did not long.fince cut thee off, and fend thee tq
thy own Place. :
15. The. Feaws of old were charged by Gob, with
Profaning bis Sabbathsalfo. And do we C/:ri{iiau: come
behind them hesein ? (I fpeak of thofe who acknow-
ledge the Cbligation.) Do we call the Sabbath a De-
light, boly of the Lord, konourable? Not doing our onvn
Ways, nor finding our own Pleafure, nor ﬁm&ing our
own Words? Do our Man-fervant and Maid-fervant
reft thereon ? "And the Stranger that is awithin our
Gates ? Is no Bufinefs, but what is really neceflury,
done within our Houfe? You know in your own Con-
feience, and Gop knoweth, that the very reverfe of
this is true. :
_ Bat fetting afide thefe things which are done as it
were by Stealth, whether by mean or honourable.
Men ; how many are they, in every City, as well as
in this, who profane the Sabbath with a high H;x_lnd 3
: , ow
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How many in this, that openly defy both Gep and
the King, that break the Laws both. divine and hu-
man, by working at their Trade, delivering theit
Goods, receiving their Pay, or following their or+
dinary Bufinefs, in one Branch or another, and wiping
vheir Mouth and faying, * I do o E<il?” How many
buy and fell on the Day of the Lord, even in the
open Streets of this City ? How many open or (with
fome modefty) balf open their Shops? And when they
have not the Pretence of perifhable Goods; without
any Pretence at all, Momey is their God; and Gain
their Godlinefs.——But what are all thefe Iroves in
the Skirts of the Town, that well nigh cover thy
Face of the Earth-? Till they drop one after another
into the numerous. Receptacles prepar’d for them in
every Corner. What are thefe to gain by. profan-
-ing the Day of the Lord ? Nothing at ail.' They
drink in Iniquity like Water. Nay, many-of them pa
for their Sin ; perhape great Partof what fhould ﬁ.ﬂ
tain their Family the enfuing Week. I know not
what is finding our ows Pleafure, or doing our own
Ways, if this is not. What then fhall we plead in
your Excufe ? That “ Many. others do it as well as
““ you?™ Nay, Number is fo far from extemuating
your Fault, that it aggravates it above meafare. For:
this is open War againft Gop. A whole Army of
you joins together, and with one Cenfent, in the
Face of the Sun, runs upon the thick Boffes of his
Bxckler. -
- 16. It is once mentioned in the Prophets, 7z thee
(Jerafalem) they bave fet la;fbt by Father. and Mother.
But frequent mention is made ofj their fetting light by
their Civil Parents, of their Murmurings and Rebellions
againft their Governors, Yet furely our boafling a-
gainft them is excluded, even in this Refpe&. For do
not all our Hiflories witnefs fuch a Series of Muti-:
nies, Seditions, FaQions and Rebellions, as are fcarce to
be parallel’d in any other Kingdom, fince the World
began ? And has not the wild, turbulent, ungovern-
able Spirit of our Countrymen, been. continually acs:
knowledg’d and lamented, (as abundance of their

Writings
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Writings teftify to this Day) by the cool, rational
Part of the Nation ? Terrible Effefts whereof have
been feem and felt, more or lefs, in every Gene-
ration. :

But did this Spirit exift only in Times paft ? Blefled
be Gop, it is now reftrained ; it does not break out ; *
but the Traces thereof are flill eafy to be found.
For whence fprings this continual /peaking ewil of Dig-
nities? Of all who are at the Helm of publick’ Af-
fairs ? Whence this jpeaking evil” of the Ruler of our
People, fo common among all Orders of Men? I do
not include thofe whofe Province it is to infpe& all the
publick Adminiftrations. But is not almoit every pri-
vate Gentleman in the Land, every Clergyman, every
‘Tradefman ; yea, every Man or Woman that has a
Tongue, a Politician, a Settler of the State ? Is not
every Car-man and Porter abundantly more know-
ing than the King, Lords and Commons together ?
Able to tell you all their Foibles, to point out their
Faults and Miftakes, and how they ought to proceed,
if they will fave the Nation? Now all this has a
natural, undeniable Tendency to Mutiny and Rebel-
lion. O what need have wé, above any Nation on.
Earth, of his continual Care and Prote&ion, who alone
is able to rule the Raging of the Sea, and fill the
Madnefs of the People.

17. But to preceed. Were there Drunkards in
Epbraim, mighty to drink Wine, Men of Stremgth to
mingle {nmg Drink? And are there not in England ?
Are they not the Growth of every County, City
and Town therein ? Thefe do not indeed, or not
often rife up early, that they may follow firong Drink ;
and fo continue till Night, till Wine inflame them. They
have-found a Teadier Way ; namely, to begin at
Night, and continue following their Wine or firong
Drink till the  Morning. And what Numbers are
there of thefe thronghout the Land ? Loft to Reafon
and Humanity, as well as to Religion : So that no
Wonder they regard not the Work of the Lord, ntither
canfider the Operation of bis Hands.

_® N, B, This was wrote a Year ago, N
or -



(33)

Nor indeed have our Drunkards need to continue
from Morning to Night, until Wine inflame them : See-
ing they have found a far more compendious Mechod of
calting afide all Senfe and Reafon, and difincumbring
themfelves from all Remains, either of Conlcience or
Underftanding.  So that whatever Work of Darknefs
is fpeedily to be done, and thit withost any Danger
of being interrupted, either by Fexr, Comnpaffion or
Remorfe, they may be in a few Moments, by one
Draught as effeCtually qualified for it, as if they cou’d’
fwallow a Legion of Devils. Or, (if that be all their-
Concern) they may, at a moderate Expence, deftroy
their own Body as well as Soul, and plunge thro’ this
*liguid Fire, into that prepared for the Devil cnd bis Angels.

Friend ! Stop! You have the Form of a Man (ill.
And perhaps fome Remains of Underftanding. O may
the merciful Gop lay hold of that! Unto Him all
Things are poffible, Think a little, for once. What
is it you are doing ? Why fhou’d you deftroy yourfelf ?
I cou'd not ufe the awor/? Enemy I have in the World,

" as you ufe yourfelf. Why fhou’d you murder yourfelf
Inch by Inch? Why fhou'd you burn yourfelf alive } O
fpare your own Body at leaft ; if you have no Pity for
your Soul! But have you a Soul then ? Do you really
believe it? What, a Soul that muft live for ever?
O fpare thy Soul! Do not deftroy thy oawn Soul
with an everlafting Deftru®tion ! [t was made for
Gop. Do not give it into the Hands of that
old Marderer of Men | Thou canft not ftupify it long._
When it leaves the Body, it will awake and fleep no
more. Yet a little while, and it launches out into the
great Deep, to live and think and feel for ever. And
what will chear thy Spirit there, if thoa haft not a
Drop of Water to cool thy Tongue ? But the Dye is not
yet cat. Now cry to Goo, and Iniquity fhall not be
thy Ruin, )

18. Of old Time there were alfo thofe that awere at
ecfe in Zion, that lay upon Beds of Ivory, and firetched
themfelves upon their Coucbes, that eat the Lambs out of
the Flock, and Caluves out of the Stall. But how inele-

t were thefe antient Epicures! Lambs out of the
E;;, and Calves out of the Stall? Were thefé I:hE
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beft Dainties they cou’d procare ? How have we im-
. proved, fince Feroboam's Time? Who can number the
arieties of our Tables ? Or the Arts we have, * To
enlarge the Pleafure of Tafting.”” And what are their
' Couches, or Beds of Ivory, to the Furniture of our
Apartments ? Or their Chains and Bracelets, and Men-
tles and changeable Suits of Apparel, to the Ornaments
of our Perfons ? What Comparifon is there between
their Diverfions and Ours? Look at Solomon in all his
Glory ; and yet may we not queftion, whether he was
not an utter Stranger to the Pleafures of the Chafe ?
And notwithftanding his 40000 Horfes, did he ever fee
a Race m his Life ? He ziade Gardens and Orchards,
and Pools of Water ; bhe planted Vineyards and built
Houfes. Bat had he one Theatre among thém all ?
No. Thisit the Glory of later Times. Or had he
any Cenception of a Bzll, an Afembly, a Mafguerade,
or a Ridetto? And who imagines that all his Inftru-
shents of Mufick put together, were any more to be
mpared to Ours, than his or his Father’s rumbling

sbreaw Verfes,

“"To the foft Sing-Song of Italian Lays."

In all thefe Points, our Preheminence over the Feavs,
# much every Way. '
" Yea, and over our own Anceftors as well as theirs.
But is this our Glory or our Shame? Were Edward
the Third, or Henry the Fifth to come among us now;
what wou’d they think of the Change in their People ?
Wou'd they applaud the elegant Variety at the O/
Baron’s Table ? Or the coftly Delicacy of his Furniture
and Apparel ? Wou'd they liften to thefe Inftruments of |
Mufick ? Or find Pleafure in thofe Diverfions? Wou'd
they rejoice to fee the Nobles and Gentry of the Land,
lying at eafe, firetching themfelves on Beds of Down ?
Too delicate to ufe their own Limbs, even in the
Streets of the City ; to bear the Touch of the People,
the Blowing of the Wind, or the thining of the Sun !
O how wou’d -their Hearts burn within them! What
Indignation, Sorrow, Shame muR they feel, o fee the
‘ - e . . . . LN . an‘
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antient Hardinefs loft, the Britifp Temperance, Pa-
tience and Scorn of Supetfluities, the rough, indefati-
gable Induftry, exchanged for Softnefs, /dlenefs and
Fulnefs of Bread! Well for them, that they were ga-
thered unto their Fathers, before this Exchange was
made ! ) }

19. To prove at large, That the Luxury and Sen- ‘
{uality, the Sloth and Indolence, the Softnefs and Idle- ]
nefs, the Effeminacy and falfe Delicacy of our Nation ;
are without a Parallel, wou'd be bat loft Labour. I!
fear, we may fay, the Leawdne/s too ; For if the Fews,
as the Prophet {peaks, afembled themfelves by Troops
in the Harlot’s Houfes, fo do the Englifh, and much
more abundantly. Indeed, where is Male Chaflity to
be found ? Among the Nobility ? Among the Gentry 2
Among the Tradefmen ? Or among the Common Peo-
ple of England ? How few lay any Claim to it at all ?
How few defire fo mach as the Reputation of it?
Wou'd you yourfelf account it an Honour or a Res
proach, to be rank’d among thofe of whom it is faid,
Thefe are they abhich awers not defiled with Women 5 for
they are Virgins? And how numerous are they now,
even among fuch as are accounted Men of Honour and
Probity, who are as fed Horfes, every one neighing af-
ter bis Neighbour's Wife ? :

But as if this were not enough, is not the Sin of
Sodom too, more common among us than ever it was
in Ferafalem ? Are mot our Streets befet with thofe
Montfters of Uncleannefs, wWho burn in their Luft one ¢o-
ward another, whom Gop hath giver up to a reprobate
Mind, to do thofe Thing¥ awbhich are mot convenient? O
Lord, thy Compaffions fail not : Therefore we are not
confumed, -

20. Neither do we yield to Them in Injuftice any:
more than Uncleannefs. How frequent are open Rob-.
beries among us ? Is not ¢he A& of Violence even in our:
Streets ? And what Laws are fufficient to prevent it ?
Does not Thef? of various Kinds abound in all Parts of
the Land, even tho’ Death be the Punithment of it?
And are there not among us, who #ake Ufury and In-
creafe, Who greedily gain of their Neighbour by Extor-.

' tion?
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4ion ? Yea, whole Trades which fubfift by fuch Extor-
tion, as was not named either among the Feavsor
"Heathens ? Is there not yet the feant Meafure, the avicked
" Balances, and the Bag of deceitful Weights ? Befide
the thoufand namelefs Ways of over-reaching and de-
frauding, the Craft and Myfery of every Trade and
Profeflion. It werean endlefs Task to defcend to Par-
ticulars, to point out in every Circumftance, how not
only Sharpers and Gameflers, (thofe Public Nufances,
thofe Scandals to the Englifp Nation) but high and low,
rich and poor, Men of Charafter and Men of none,
in every Station of Public or Private Life, bave corrupted
themfelves, and generally applaud themfelves, and count
it Policy and Wifdom fo to do: So that if Gain be at
‘Hand, they care not tho' Fuflice fland afar off : So
that be wbhich departeth from Ewil, which cometh not
into their Secret, ill maketh bimfelf a Prey; and the
Wicked Rill devoureth the Man that is more righteous
than be.

And what Redrefs? Suppofe a Great Man to op-
prefs the Needy ? Suppofe the Rich grinds the Face of
the Poor : What Remedy againft fuch Oppreffion can
he find in this Chriffiam Country ? If the one is Rich
and the other Poor, doth not Juftice fand afar off ?
And is not the Poor under-the utmoft Improbability,
(if not Impoffibility) of obtaining it? Perhaps the Ha-
zard is greater among us, than either among Feaws,
Furks or Heathens.

. For Example. Suppofe a Great Man, with or with--
out Form of Law, does wrong to his Poor Neighbour.
What will you do? Sue his Lordfhip at Common Law ?
Have the Caufe tried at the next Seflions or Aflizes ?
Alas! Your own Neighbours, thofe~who know the
whole Cafe, will tell you, *‘ You are out of your
Senfes.”” * But twelve Good Men and True will do
me Juftice.”” Very well: But where will you find
them : Men unbiafs’d, incapable of Corruption, Supe-
rior both to Fear and Favour, to every View whether
of Gain or Lofs ? But this is not all ; they muft not on-
ly be good and true, but wife and underftanding Men.
Elfe how eafy is it for a skilful Pleader to throw a
‘ 2 Mitt
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Mit before their Eyes ? Even fuppofing too the Judge
to be quite impartial, and Proof againft all Corruption.
And fhou’d all thefe Circumfances concur, (of which I
fear, there are not many Precedents) Suppoﬁn§ a Ver-
di& is given in your Favour, flill you have gained noe
thing. The Suit is removed into a higher Court, and
you have all your Work to begin again. Here you
have to firuggle with all the fame Difficulties as before,
and perhaps, many new ones too. However, if you .
have Money enough, yeu may fucceed: But if that
fails, your Caufe is gone, ithout Money, you can -
have no more Law ; Poverty alone utterly thuts out

Fuftice. - :

. But cannot an Honeft Attorney procure me Juftice *
An Honeft Attorney ! Where: will you find one? Of
thofe who are called exceeding Honeft Attorneys, who is
thiere that makes any Scruple,

. 1. To promote and encourage Needlefs Suits, if not
Unjufl ones too?

2. 'Fo defend a bad Canfe, knowing it fo to be :

"By making a Demur, and then withdrawing it : .

By pleading fome flfe Plea, to the Plaintiffs De-
claration :

"By putting in an Evafive Anfawer to his Bill :

‘By protraciing the Suit, if poflible, till the Plainti§
is ruin’d :

3. To carry a Caufe not amounting to Ten Shillings
into Wefiminfler-Hall, by laying it in his Declaration
as above Forty :

- To delay his own Client’s Suit knowingly and
wilfully, in order to gain more thereby :

+ 's. 'To draw bimfelf the Pleadings or Conyeyances
of his Client, inftead of giving them to be drawa by
able Council :

‘6. To charge his Client with the Fees which fhou’d
hdve been given fo fuch Council, altho’ they were not

iven:

g 7. To charge for drawing Fair Copies, where none
were drawn.

8. To charge Fres for Expedition given to Clerks,
when rot one Farthing has been given them : -

s D 9 Te
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.9. To fend his Clerk a Journey (fonger or fhorter)
to do Bufinefs with or for different Perfons; and to
cbarge the Horfe-bire and Expence of that Journey, to
ewery Perfon feverally: |

10. To fend his Clerk to Wefiminfler, on the Bafinefs '

of ten (it may be) or twenty Perfons, and to charge each
of thafe Twenty for his Attendance, as if he had been -
{ont on Account of one only.
An:ll To chasge bis own Attendance inlike Manner :
.12. To fill up his Bill with Aetendances, Fees and
Term-Fees, tho' his Client is no whit forwarder in his
Caufe. :

This is He that is called an Heneff Attorney ! How
mach Hanefter is a Pick-pocket ?

But there is a Magiftratc whofe peculiar Office it is,
ta redrefs the Injured and Opprefs'd. Go then and
make Trial of this Remédy ; Go, and tell your Cafe
to the Lord Chancellor. Hold ; you muft go on regu-
Jarly : You muft tell him your Cafe, in Form of Laaw,
ornot atall. You muft therefore f/e 2 Bi/lin Chan-
cery, and retain a Lawyer belonging to that Court,
¢ But you have already fpent all you have; you have
76 Money.” Then I fear you will have no Fupice.
You flumble at the Threfhold. If you have either loft
or fpent all, your Caufe is naught : It will not even come
toia Hearing. So, if the Oppreffor has- fecured all thae
you had, heisas fife as'if you was under the Earth.

:17. Now what an amazing Thing is this ! The very
Greatnefs of the Villany, makes it beyond Redre/s!me
But {uppofe he that is oppreit, has fome Subftance left,
and.can g thro’ all the Courts of Juflice, what Pa-
rallel can we find among Feaws, Turks or Heathens,
fot either the Delays or-the Expence attending it ? With
regard to the former, How monftrous is it, Thatin a
Suit relating to that Inheritance, which is to furnifh
you and your Family with Foed and Rayment, you -
muft wait Month after Month, perhaps Year aficr Year,
before it is determin’d, whether it be yours or. not ?
And what are you to eas, or to* ewear in thc mean

time? Cf that the Court takes no"Cognizance I Is not
1 this
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this very Delay, (fuppofe there were no other Griev-
ance attending the Englifp Courfe of Law) wrong be-
yond all Exprefion? Contrary to all Senfe, Reafon,
Juttice and Equity ? A Capital Caufe is tried in one
Day, and finally decided at once. And, is the Life
Jefs than Meat ?* Or the Body of lefs Concern than Ray-
ment ? What a thamelefs Mockery of Juftice then, is
. "this putting off Pecuniary Caufes from Term to Term,
'yea, from Year to Year !

With regard to the latter. A Man has wrong'd me
of 2 hundred Pounds. I appeal to a Judge for the
_Recovery of it.- How aftonifhing s it, that this Judge
“himfeif cannot give me what is my Right, and what
‘evidently appears fo to be, unlefs I firft give, perhaps orie
~half of the Sum, to6 Men I never faw before in myjLife!

22. T have hitherto fuppofed, That ail Caufes When
they are decided, are decided according to Juftice and
Equity. Butis it fo? Ye Learned in the Law, is no
wnjuft Sentence given in your .Courts? Have not the
“fame Caufes been decided quite oppofite Ways? Oae
‘Way, this Term, jutt the contrary, the next? Pes-
haps one Way in the Morning (this I remember an In-

* ‘fiance of) and another Way in the Afternoon. How
“is this ? Is thefe no Filfice left on Earth? No Regard
for Right or Wrong ¢~ Or have Caufes been puzzled fo
Jong, that yon know not now what is either wrong
or right? What is agreeable to Law, or contrary to i ?
1 have heard fome of you frankly declare, That it is
in many Cales next to impofiible to know, what is Law, .
and what is not. So zre your Folio’s of Law multi-
plied upon you, th .t no Human Brain is able to con-
tain them ; No; nor any confiftent Scheme, or Ab-
frak of -them all. "
~ But isit real'y owing to Ignorance of the Law, (this
is the moft fucourable Suppofition) that fo few of you
fcruple sakinge Fees on cither Side, of almoft any Caufe
that can be conceived? And that you general y plead
Sn the Manner you do on any Side of any Laufe?
Rambling to and tro, in 2 Way fo abhorrent from Com-
mon Senfe, and fo utterly foreign to the Queftion? I
have been amazed at hearing the Pleadings of fome

‘D 2 » eminent
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emin-nt Council : And when it has fallen out that the
Pleader on the other Side, underftood only the Com-
-mon Rules of Logick, he has made thefe eminent Men
appear, either fuch egregious Knaves, if they cou’d
help it, or fuch egregious Blockheads, if they cou’d
not, that one wou'd have believ’d they wou'd fhew
their Face there no more.—~Meantime, if there be
a Gop thatjudgeth righteoufly, what horrid Infults
upon him are thefe ! Shed) I not wifit for thefe
Things, faith the Lord ? Shall not my Soul be avenged of
JSuch a Nation os thisl] :

22, There is one Inftance more of (I know not what
to term it) Injuftice, Oppreflion, Sacrilege, which hath
long cried aloud in the Ears of Gop. For among Men,
who doth hear? I mean the Management of many of
thofe who are intrufted with our Publick Charities. By
the pious Munificence of our Forefathers, we have A-
bundance of thefe, of various Kinds. But is it not
glaringly true, (to tcuch only on a few Generals) that
the Managers of many of them, either 1. Do not ap-
ply the Benefattion to that Ufe for which it was de-.
figned by the Benefa&tor, or 2. Do not apply it with fuch
Care and Frugality, as in fuch a Cafe are indifpenfa-
bly required : Or 3. Do not a;)pl{, the Whole of
the Benefation, to any charitable Ufe at all ; but
Jfeerete Part thereof, from Time to Time, for the Ufe
of themfelves and their Families. Or, laftly, by plain,
bare-faced Oppreflion, exc/ude thofe from having any
Part in fuch Benefa®ion, who dare (tho’ with all pof-
fible Tendernefs and Refpe€l) fet before them the
Things that they have done.

¢ Yet Brutus is an Honourable Man :

¢¢ So are they All;; All Honourable Men!
And fome of them, had in Efleem for Religion ; ac-
counted Patterns both of Honefty and Piety ! But Goo
Jeeth not as Man feeth. He fbudl repay them to their
Fuace. "Perhaps, even in the prefent World. For that
Scripture is often till fuifil’d, This is the Curfe thot
oeth forth over the Fece of the avhole Earth. Ieanill
iriug it forth, faith the Lord of Hofls, cnd it foall
enter into the Houfe of the Thief, (fuch he is agd "‘no
etter,
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better, in the Eyes of Gop, no whit Honefter than
a Highwayman) and it fball remain in the Midft of the
Houfe, and fball confume it, with the Timber thereof;
and the Stones tbereg‘.

23. And is not Truth, as well as Fufice, fallen in
our Streets ? For who fpeaketh the Truth from bis
Heart? Who is there, that makes a.Confcience of
fpeaking the Thing as it is, whenever he fpeaks at all ?
Who fcruples the telling of Officious Lies? The vary-
ing from Truth, in order to do Goeod ? How ftrange
does that Saying of the antient Father, found in mo-
dern Ears, “ I wou'd not tell ‘a ‘Lie, no, not to fave
the Souls of the whole World.” Yet is this ftrittly a-
_ greeable to the Word of Gop ; to that of St. Pax/in
particular, If any fay, let us do Ewil that Good may
come, their Damnation is juft.

But how many of us do this Evil, without ever
confidering, whether Good will come or no? Speak-
ing what we do not mean, merely out of Cufom, be-
caufe it is _fahionable fo to do? What an immenfe
Quantity of Falfhood does this ungodly Fafbion occa-
fion' Day by Day? For hath it not over-run every
Part of the Nation? How is all our Language fwoln
with Compliment 7 So that a well bred Perfon is net
expeded 10 fpeak as he thinks : We do not Jeok for it at
his Hands. Nay, who wou’d thank him for it } How
few wou'd fuffer it ? It was faid of old, even by a
Warrior and a King, He that telleth Lies fhall - not
- tarry in my Sight ? But are not we of another Mind ?
Do not we rather fay, He that telleth not Lies, fball not
tarry in my Sight ? Indeed the Trial feldom comgs s
for both Speakers and Hearers are agreed, That Form
and Ceremony, Flattery and Compliment fhou’d take
Place, and Truth “be banithed from all that ézow zbe
World. .

And if the Rich and Great have fo fmall Regard
to Truth, as to lie, even for Lying-fake, what Won-
der can it be, that Men of lower Ratk will do the
fame thing for Gain 7 What Wonder that it fhould
obtain, as by common Confent, in all Kinds of Buy-
ing and Selling ? Is it not’an adjudged Cafe, That it
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is no Harm to tell Lies iz the Way of Trade ? To"
fay, that is the Joaweff Price which is not the lowett ;
or that you awill mot tcke what you do take imme-
diately ? Infomuch that it is a Proverb even among.
the Turks, when ask’d to abate of their Price,
“ What ! do you take me to be a Chriftian ?>* So
that never was that Caution more feafonable than it
is at this Day, Take yc beed every one of bis Neigh-
bour, and truff ye not in any Brotber : For every Bro-
ther aill utterly fupplant, and they «will deceive every

ome bis Neighbour.
" 24. And as for thofe few who abftain from Out-
ward Sins, is their Heart right with Gop? May he
not fay of us alfo (as of the Feaws) This Peaple is
uncircumcifed in Heart? Are not you ? Do you then
Jove the Lord your GOD, avith all your Heart, and
awith all your Strength # Is he your Gop and your
All? The Defire of your Eyes ? The Joy of your very:
Heart ¢ Rather, do you not fet up your Idols in your
Heart? Is not yoar Belly your God 2 Or your Diver-
fion ? Or your fair Reputatien ? Or your Friend ? Or
Wife ? Or Child § That is plainly, do not you delight
in fome of thefe earthly Goods, more than in the
Gon of Heaven ? Nay, perhaps you are one of thofe
groveling Souls, that pext after the Duft of the Earth k
Indeed, who does not ? Who does not get. as much
as he can @ Who of thofe that are not accounted co-
vetous, yet does not gather all the Money he can
JSuirly, and perhaps much more? For are they thofe
only whom the World ramks among Mifers, that ufe
every Art to increafe their Fortune ? Toiling early and
late, {pending all their Strength in loading themfelves.
awith thick Cliy ? How long ? Until the very Hour
when Gop calleth them; when he faith unto each
o " Night /bl thy Soul be re-
%ol thofe Things be wwhich

wr Pride, even the Pride
to the Duji, tefify againff
veir onwn Eyes, cnd pradent.
not Writers of our own.

remarked,
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remarked, that there is not upon Earth a more /f//-
conceited Nation than the Kngli/b; more opiniated
both of their own nationazl and perfonal Wifdom, and
Courage and Strength. And indeed, if we may judge
by the Inhabitants of Lomdon, this is evident to a
Demonttration : For what Inhabitant of the Metro-
polis does not fuppofe himfelf to have a Metrapoli~
tical Underflanding ? Are not the very meaneft of.
them able to inftra® both the King and all his Coun--

fellors ¢ What Cobler in London is not wifer than the. ’

Principal Secretary of State ¢ What Coffee-houfe Dif-
putant is not an abler Divine than his Grace of Can-
terbury ? And how deep a Contempt of others is
join’d with this high Opinion of our felves ? I know
not whether the People of all other Nations are
greater Mafters of Diflimulation ; but there does not
appear in any Nation whatever, fuch a Pronenefsito defpife -
their Neighbour : To defpife not Foreigners only (near
Two thoufand Years ago they remarked Britamnos
Hofpitibus feros) but their own Countrymen ; and that
very often for fuch furprizing Reafons, as nothing but
undeniable Fa& could make credible. How often does:
the Gentleman in his Coach defpife thofe dirty Felloavs
that ge a-foot ? And thefe, on the other hand, defpife
foll as much thofe lezy Fellows that loll in their
Cooches. No Wonder then that thofe who have the
Form of Godlinefs thould defpife them that have not:
That the Saint of the World fo frequenly fays to
the grofs Sinner, in Effe& if not in 'I'erms, Stand by
thy felf s come not near unto me; for I am bolier than
thou !

26. Yet what Kind of Holinefs is this # May not
Gopo jultly declare of us allo, This People draav nmear
me aith their Mouth, but they hove removed their
Hearts far from me. They do but fl.tter me with their
Mouth, and diffendle avith me in their Tongue. Is it
not fo with you # When you fpeak to Gop, do your
Lips and your (Feart go together? Do you not often
utter Words by which you mean juft nothing ? Do
not you fay and unfay ? Or, {3y one thing to Gop,
and anather to Man? For Inflance, you fay to Gob,

i Vouchjufe,

y



(44)

Pouckfafe, O Lord, to keep me this Doy aitbout Sin.
But you fay to Man, This cannot be done ; it is all
Folly and Madnefs to expe it. You ask of Gop,
- That you may perfeitly love bim, and worthily magnify.
bis boly Name : But you tell Man, There is no per-
fié2 Lowe upon Earth ; it is only a Madman’s Dream.
You pray Gobp, te cleanfe the Thoughts of your Heart,
by the Infpiration of his holy Spirit. But you affure
your Neighbour, there is no fuch thing as Infpira-
tion now, and that none pretend to it but Enthufiafts.
‘What grofs Hypocrify is this! Surely you think, there
is no Knowledge in the Mot High. O be not deceived,
GOD is not mocked. But awbatfoever jyou fow, that
alfo fball ye reap !

27. Such at prefent is the Religion of this Chriftian
Nation! So do we horour him by whofe Name we
are called. And yet was there ever a Nation more
carelefs and fecare ? More unapprehenfive of the’
Wrath of Gop ! How can a Man more effetually ex-
pofe himfelf to the Ridicule of thofe who are efteem-
ed Men of Underftanding, than by fhewing any Con-
cern, as if the Judgments of Gop were hanging over’
our Heads ? * Surely then a deceived Heart hath turned
us afide, that we cannot fay, Is there not a Lie in my
Right-hand ? Surely this our Confidence is not of
Gap : It is rather a judicial Infatuation; a ftupid In-
fenfibility ; a deep Sleep, the Fore runner of heavy
Vengeance.

¢ Ruin behind it ftalks, and empty Defolation.”

Surely never was any People more fitted for De-
firudtion ! Dmpudent * Children are they, aud fliff-
bearted. Are they afbamed when they bave co: mitted
Abomination? When they have openly profaned the
Day of the Lord # When they have committed Lewd-
nefs ? Or when they have utter’d fuch Curfes and -
Blafphemics, as are not heard of among the Hea-
thens ? Nay, They are not at cll afbamed, neither can
they blufp.  And tho’ Gop fend unto them all his Ser-
vants, rifing up €arly and fending them, yet avil/

® N. B.  Thiswas wrote @ Year age, but I am afraid it is tco true,
oyen s this Day, ’

they
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they mot hear 3 they harden their Necks they do worfe
than their Fathers.

What then can Gon do more for bis Vineyard which
be bath not done ? He hath long tried us with Mercies,
giving Rain and fruitful Séafons, filling us with the
Flower of Wheat.” We have had Plenty of all things ;
and while War roar’d around, Peace has been in all our
Borders. Bat fhill this rewvolting and rebellious People
Jaid not, Let us mow fear the Lord oar GOD. Nay,
they gave him no Thanks for all his Mercies ; they
did not even acknowledge them to be his Gift.
They did not fee the Hand of Gop in any of thefe
things ; they could account for them another Way.,
O ye Unwife, when will ye underftand } Know ye not
yet, there is a Gop that ruleth the World? What
did ye fee with your Eyes ? Was the Race to the Sawift,
or the Battle to the Stromg? Have ye forgotten Dez-
tingen already t Does not Emgland know that Gop
was there ? = Or fuppofe your Continuance in Peace,
or Succefs in War, be the mere Refult of your own
Wifdom- and Strength ; do ye command the Sun and
the Clouds alfo ? Can ye pour out or fay the Bottles
of Heawen? But let it all be Nature, Chance, any
thing—fo Gop may have no Hand in governing the
Earth ! . :

28. Will his Judgments bring us to a better Mind ?
Do we hear the Rod, and him that bas appointed it ?
Let us obferve: What Fruit do we find in thofe
who are even confumed by means of his beavy Hand P
Let any that defires to be clearly fatisfied herein vifis
the Hofpitals of this City. Let him judge for himfelf,
how the Patients there receive God's fatherly Vifita.
tion ; efpecially #here, becaufe Mercy alfo is mix’d
with Judgment; fo that it is evident the Lord lowveth
awhom he chaflencth. Go then into any Ward, either
of Men or Women ; look narrowly from one End
to the other: Are they humbling themfelves under
the Hand of Gop? Are they trembling under a Senfe
of his Anger? Are they praifing him for his Love ?
Are they exhorting one another, not to faint when
they are rebuked of him ¢ How do nine in tetiti of

: them
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them fpend the Time, that important Time from
Morning to Evening ? Why in fuch a Manner, that you
“would not eafily learn, frem thence, whether they were
.Chrittians, Pagans or Mahometans, :
Is there any deeper Diftrefs than this to be found ?

Is there a greater Affiiction than the Lofs of Health?
‘Perhaps theré is ; the Lofs of Liberty, efpecially as
it is. fometimes circumilanced. You may-eafily be
.convinced of this, by going into either Ludgate or
Newgate. What a Scene appesrs, as foon as you en-
ter! The very Place firkes Horror into your Soul.
Blow dark and dreary ! flow unhealthy and unclean !
How void of all that might minifter Comfort! But
this is little, ¢éompared to the Circumftances that as-
ttend the being confined in this Shadow of Death.
See that poor Wretch, who was formerly in want of
nothing, apd encompafied. with Friends and Acquain-
cance, now .cut.off, pesliaps by an unexpeQted Stroke,
from all the chearful Ways of Men ; ruin'd, forfaken
of all; and delivered :into the Hands of fach Mafers
bnd duch Compamiens! I know net, if to one of a
thinking, fepfible Turn of Mind, there could be any
thing like it.on this Side Hell.

" What Effet then has this, heavy Vifitation of Gon,
on thofe who lie under it for any Time? There i,
perhaps, an Exception licre and thiere ; ‘but in geperal,
they' are abandon'd: te all' Wickednefs, - utterly di-
vefted of all Fear of Gop, and all Reverence to Man ;
infomnch, that they commonly go out of that School
completely fitted for any Kind. or Degree of Villany,
perfeétly brutal and devilith, thoroughly furnith’d for
every evil Word and Work.
*29. Are our Countryinen more effettually reclaim’d,
when Danger and Diftrefs arc join'd ? If fo, the Ar.
my, efpecially in Time of War, mult be the moft Re-
ligious Part of the Nation. Butis it fo indeed } g .
the Soldiery- walk as thofe who fee themfelves on the
Brink of Eternity ? Redeeming evesy Opporturity of
glorifying Gop, and doing Good to Men, becaufe
they krow not the Hour in which their Lord will

require their Souls of them ? So far figm it, that a
. Soldier’s
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Soldier’s Religion is a By-word, even with thofe who .
have no Religion at all ; that Vice and Profanenefs in
every Shape reign ameng them without controul ; and
that the wﬁole ‘Tenor of their Behaviour fpeaks, Let.
us eat and drink, for To-morrew ae die. S
‘Have thofe who are expofed to, fill mere Dan-
ger, the Englifo Sea-Forces, more Religion than thofe
at Land ? It is faid, they were once remarkable for .
this': And it is certain Sir Francis Drake fear'd Gobp,
as did moft of his Commanders ; and we have Rea-
{fon to believe, his: Mariners and Sailors tco. But what
thall we fay: of the Nawvy that now is, more particu-
larly of the Ships of War? Is Religion there? Eio.
thier the Form or the Power ? Is not almoft ever
fingle Man of War a mere floating Hell ? Where 1s
there to be found more confummate Wickednefs, a :
motre full, daring Contempt of Gop, and all his
Laws, except in the bottomles Pit ? But here De-.
fctiption fails : And the Goodnefs of Gop endureth
yet daily | But ali I not «vifit for thefe Things, fuith
the Lord? Shall not my Soul be avenged on fuch a
Nation as this ? O that the Profpe? of national Judg-
ments may fuffice | That we may remember ourfelves .
and turn unto the Lord our Gop, before his long-
fuffering Mercy is at an end, and he pours out the Vials
of-his Wrath upon us ! : o
‘But how fmall Ground have we as yet to hope .
for this ? For who will now fuffer the Word of Ex-.
bortation ? How few will endure found Do&rine, and
the honeft, clofe Application of it? Do they not Jay
unto tle Seers, fee not 5 and unte the Proghsts, pro-
phefy fmooth things ? And if a Man will do thus, if
 he will' few Pillows to all Arm-boles, and caufe the
Holy One of Ifrael to ceafe from before them; if he
will prophefy of Wine and firong Drink, be jball even
be- the Propbet of this People. R
~28. I am fenfible, how nice a Subje&t this is, and
how extremely difficult. it is fo to fpeak, as.neither to
fay too iittle nor too much, neither more .nor lefs than
the Caafe of God requires. I know alfo, That it is
abfolutely impoflible, fo to fpeak as not to giv;: Of.
’ ence.
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fence, But whofoever is offended I dare not be filent ;
neither may I refrain from Plainnefs of Speech: Ouly
I will endeavour to ufe all the ‘Tendernefs I can, con-
fittently with that Plainnefs.

In tender Love then I ask, are there none among us
(I fpeak to you, my Brethren, who are Priefts and Pro-
phets of the Lord, fet apart to minifier in boly Things,
and to declare the Word of the Lord) Are there none
among us who commit Leawdnefi, as did thofe by
whom Ifrael awas defiled ? Hath not the Lord feen an
horrible Thing, in fome of the Prophets of this Land
alo, even, that they commit Adultery, and (to conceal
it) avalk in Lies? God forbid that I fhould affirm this.
I'only propofe (not maintain) the Queftion. If there
be fuch a Wretch, I pray God to ftrike him to the Heart,
and to fay, Thou art the Man!

- Are there none of you, like them, mighty to drink
Wine, Men of Strength to mingle ﬁrmg Drink? Yea,
are there none, that err thro firong Drink, that are

allowed up of Wine? Are there not found thofe who
fay, I will fetch Wine, and we awill fill ourfelves with
firong Drink; And to morrow fball be as this Day, and
smuch more abundant ?

- Alas, my Brother! Is this the Voice of a Minsfer
of Chrifi? A Steward of the Myfieries of God ? Sup-

fe you find at any Time Trouble and Heavinefs, s
there no Helga for you in your God ? Is not the God whom
you ferve able to deliver you from any Plague or Trou- -
ble? Is the being drunk avith Wine a better Relief,
than the being filled awith bis Spirit 2 Do you not un-
derftand this ? Do you not know the Lord ? Take heed
you do not deftroy both your own Soul and them that
hear you ! O beware! If ycu know not his Love, fear
his Power | M:ke hafte to flee from the Wrath to
come; left he fmite you with a Curfe great as your
Sin, and fweep yeu away from the Face of the Earth.

32. Can fuch as you be faid, to bomour or fear God,
any more than thofe fpoken of by Malacki?* May not
God complain, Thefe Priefts have wiolated my Law and
profaned my Holy Things. Yea whenfoever you pre-

fume with thofe unhallow'd Hands, to touch the My-
fteries
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Tteries of God: Whenfoever you utter his Name or his
Word with thofe unhallow’d Lips! But is it on this
Account only that God may fay, Both Prephet and
Prisft are profane ? May he not add, they bave put mo
Difference imwem the Holy and the Profane; therefore
1 am profaned among them. For is it not fo? Do yom

ut a Difference between the Holy and the Profane,
ﬁim that feareth Ged, and him that feareth him not?
Do you put an effeual Difference between them, even
in the moft folemn Office of our Religion? At the
Table of the Lord, do you take caie to fparate the
Precious. from the ¥Vile ? To receive’all thofe who (as
you may reafonably believe) draw near with pesitent
Hearts and lively Faith ; and utterly to rejeét thofe who
teftify againft themfelves, That they are without Hope
and without God in the World 2 :

Nay, who dares repel one of the Greateft Men in
his Parifh from the Lord’s Table? Even tho’ he be a
Drunkard or a common Swearer ? Yea, tho’ he openly
deny the Lord that bought him? Mr. Stonehoufe. did
this once.” But what was the Event ? The Gentleman,
brought an A&ion againft him, for the Terror of ail

. fach infolent Fellows, in fucceeding Times. And wha
was able and willing to efpoufe the Caufe? He alone
who tgok it into his ewn Hand: And before the Day
when it fhould have been tried here, called the Plaintiff
to anf{wer at a higher Bar. '

33. O my Brethren, is it not for want of your mak-
ing this Difference, as well as for many other Abomi-
nations, that with regard to feme among us, (how.
many God knoweth) that Scriptere is now alfo ful-
filled, His Watchmen are blind, they are ignoran, they
are Shepherds that cannot underfiand —The Lord batly
poured out upon them the Spirit of deep Slecp, and bath
clofed their Eyes; the Prophets and the Seers hath he co-
vered. And the Vifiom of all is kecome unto you as the
Words of a Book that is fealed ; awbich Men deliver ts
ane that is learned faying, Read this, 1 pray thee ; and
be. faith I cannot ; for it is fealed. )

* If youask wuat thofe other Abominations are? I
will fpeak, in Love and in the Spirit of Meekaefs.
" E There
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There are found among us covetous Men, Men avbo
mind earthly Things, Who feck themfelves and not Chrift
crucified, who Ifwe the World and the Things of the
Worid : Men in whom thofe Words are ftill fulfilled,
Who is there among yom that awould fhut the Doors for
nought ? Neither do ye kindle Fire on my Altar for nought.
1 bave no Pleafure in you, faith the Lord of Hofts. Yea,
are there not thofe at this Day, (O that I might be
found to fear where no Fear is!) who wmake themfelves
Jat with the chicfeR of all the Offerings of lfrael ? Ase
there not thofe, who now ewlarge their Defire as Hell,
awbo are as Death and cannot be [atisfied ? Who, tho’
they want neither rood to eat nor Rayment to put on,
yet feek more and more Preferment 7 Who are conti-
nually ftudying to join Houfe to Hoafe, and to lay Féeld
to Field? To grow rich in the Servicé of that Mafter,
who himfelf bad not avhere to lay bis Head ? Is it not
to thefe that thofe dreadful Words belong, enough to
caufe the Ears of him that heareth to tingle, They aré
greedy Dogs abich can never bave enough ; they all look
1o their cwn Way, (not the Way of their Lord) every one
Jor bis Gain, from-bis Quarter.

Is it ftrange, if among thefe there fhould be fome,
who are cruel, opprefive Men? Inafmuch as Cove-
toufnefs knows no Mercy, nor can a Lover of Money
be a Lover of his Neighbour. Have not fome been
 known, even to grind the Face of the Poor # To frip,
rather than cloath the Naked? Some who while they
cried out, as the Horfe-keech, giwve, give, would take,
if it was not given; like thofe of old who faid, Theu
foalt give it me now, and if not, 1 will take it by
Force ;. Or thofe fpoken of by Micab, The Prophets bite
awith their Teeth and cry Peace 5 and be that putteth not
into their Mouths, they even prepare War againft hien,
Very great is the Sin of thefe Men ‘before the Lord.
If there be ten fuch now in the Land, may God fmite
them this Day with Terror and Atonifhment, that .
they may have no Reft im their Bones till their Sin is
done away ! -

34. Are you as watchful and zealous to gain Souls,
" as thofe are to gain the Gold that peritheth ? Dc;‘ you

now
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know by Experience what that meaneth, tbe Zeal of
thine Houfe hath_eaten me up? Or, are you One of
thofe Watchmen who do not watch at all? Who nei-
ther know nor care when the Sword cometh ? Of
‘whom the Prophet faith, They are dumb Dugs that can-
not bark, fleeping, bing down, lving to flumber.

. Can it be fu’ppof:d, That fuch Shepherds will fzod
the Flock 2. Will give to every ene bis Portion of Meat
in due Seafon ? Will thefe awarn every Man, and exhort
every Man, that they may prefent every Man perfef in
Chrift Fems? Will they take care to *‘ know -all their
Flock by Name, not forgetting the Men-fervants and
the Women-fervants ?’* Will they enquire into the State
of every Soul, committed to their Charge ? And watch-
over each with all Teadernefs and Long-fuffering, as
they that muff give account ? Marking how they either
fall or rife?” How thele wax aweary and faint in their
Mind ; and thofe groav in Grace and in the Knobledge
of our Lard and Sawiour Fefus Chrif? Who can-do
this, unlefs his whole Heart be in the Work ? Unlefs
be. defire riothing but to jfpend and be fpent for them 3
and count not bis Life dear unto himfelf, {o he may pre-
Jent them blamelefs in the Day of the Lord Jefus.

. Can any Sheplierd do this (and if he do it not, he
will never give an Account awith Foy) who imagines,
he has little more to do, than #0 preach once or twice
a Week? That this is thé main Point, the chief Part
of that Office, which he hath taken upon himfelf be-
fore God ? What grofs Ignorance is this ? What a total
Miftake of the Truth? What a miferable Blunder
touching the awhole Nature of his Office? It is indeed
a very great thing, To fpeak in the Name of God ;
it might make him that is the ftouteft of Heart tremble,
if he confidered, T'hat every time he {peaks to others,
kis own Soul is at Stake. But great, inexprefiibly great
as this is, it is perhaps the leaft Part of our Work.
To feek and fave that awbich is loff, to bring Souls
from Satan to God, to inftrutt the Ignorant, to reclaim
the Wicked, to convince the Gainfayer; to direét their
Feet into the Way of Peace, and then kept them

therein ; to follow them Step by Step, leaft they tur;lf"~
' E 2 out
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out of the Way, and advife them in their Doubts and
Temptations ; to lift up them that fall, to refrefh them
that are faint, and to comfort the weak-hearted : to
adminifter various Helps, as the Variety of Occafions
require, according to their feveral Neceffities: Thefe
are Parts of our Office ; all this we have undertaken,
at the Peril of our own Soul. A Senfe of this made
that holy Mian of old cry out, “ I marvel if any Ruler
“ in the Church fhall be faved :” And a greater than
him fay, in the Fulnefs of his Heart, Who is fufficient
Jor thefe Things?

3$. But avbois not fugficient for thefe Things, for
the raking care of a Parifh, tho' it contain twenty
thoufand Souls, if this implies no more than the taking
care to-preach there, once or twice a-week; and to -
ure one to read Prayers on the other Days, and do
" what is call'd the Parifb-duty? Is any Trade in the
Nation fo eafy as this? Is not any Man fufficient for
it, without any more Talents either of Nature or Grace,
. than a fmall Degree of common Underftanding? But
" O! what manner of Shepherds are thofe, who look no
farther into the Nature of their Office, who fink no
deeper into the Importance of it than this! Were they
not fuch as thefe concerning whom the Word of the.
Eord canie unto Exekiel, faying, Wo be to the Shepberds
that,do feed themfelves: Should not the Shepherds feed
the Flocks ?  Ye eat the Fat, and ye cloathe you with the
Wooll ; but ye feed not-the Flock.” The Difeafed havve ye
not firengthen’d, neither hawve ye beal'd that avhich was
Sfick, neither bave ye bound up that which was broken ;
neither hawe ye brought again that awhich awas driven
away, neither bawe ye fought that wbhich awas loff.
" And they ware fcatter'd, becaufe there avas no Shepherd,
and they became Meat to all the Beafts of the Field, Yea,
my Flock was featter’d upon all the Face of the Earth,

and none did fearch or feck after them.
I conjure you, Brethren, in the Name of the Lord
gefus, the great Shepherd of the Sheep, who hath
ought them and us with his own Blood, Apply this
each to his own Soul. Let every Man look unto GOD,
and fay, Lord, IsitI? Am [ane of thefe idle, cixerg-
- it
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Tefs, indolent Shepherds, that feed wmpfelf, not the
Flock? Am Ione that cannot bark, flothful, fleepingy
lying down, loving to flumber? Thofe who have not
ftrengthen’d that which was difeafed, neither healed that
which was fick ?  Search me, O Lord, and prove me ;
try out my Reins and my Heart. Look awell if there be
any Way of Wickednefs in me, and lead me in the Way
everlafiing. ) :

36. Have I not, at leaft, healed the Heart of thy
People flightly? Have I not faid, Peace, Peace, when
there awas no Peace 2==How many are they alfo that do-
this ? Who do not ftudy to fpeak what s true, efpecially
to the Rich and Great, fo much as whatis pleafing ?
Whe flatter hbonourable Sinners, infiead of telling them
plain, How can ye ¢fcape the Damnation of Hell? O
what an Account have yox to make, if there be a
GOD that judgeth the Earth ? Will he not require at
your Hands the Blood of all thefe Souls, of whom ye.
are the Betrayers and YMurderers ? Well fpake the Pro-
phets of your Fathers, in whofe Steps ye now tread.
They hawe feduced my People, and one built up a Wall,
and another dawb’d it with untemper’d Mortar. They
Jfirengthen the Hands of the Ewil-Doersy that none doth
return from bis Wickednefs. They prophefy Lies in my
Name, faith the Lord. They fay unto them that defpife
me, Ve fhall bave Peace, and unto them that walk after
the Imagination of their own Heart, no E«il fball come
#upon you. . ' .

How great will your Damnation be, who defroy
Souls, inftead of Javing them?  Where will
you appear, or how will you ftand, in that ‘great 4nd
terrible Day of the Lord! [Tow will ye lift up your
Head, when the Lord defcends from Heawen, in flaming
Fire, totake Vengeance on kis  Adverfaries ! More efpe-
cially on thofe who have fo betrayed his Caufe; and
done Satan’s Work under the Banner of Chrift! With
what Voice wilt 2bou fay, ** Behold me, Lord, and the
Sheep whom thou hadg given me, whem I gave to the
Devil, and told them they were in the Way to Heaven;
till they dropp’d into Hell - o

‘E 3 “Were
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- Were they ot jut fech Shepherds of Souls as you
are, concerning whom GOD fpake by Feremiah ; Many
Paflors Lave defiroy’d my Vineyard, they bawe trodden
my Portion under foot ; they have made my pleafant Por-
fion, a defolate Wildernefi: By Ezckiel, There is a
Conjfpiracy of ber Prophets, like a roaring Lion, ravening
the Pray, they bavve devoxred Souls: And by Zechariab,
Thus faith the Lord; Feed the Flock of the Slaughter,
whafe Poffeffors flay them, and bold themfelves not guilty
and they that fell them fay, Bleffed be the Lord, for I am
rich 5 and their owwon Shepherds pity them not.

- 37. Is not this the rea/ Groand, the principal Reafon,
of the prefent Contempt of the Clergy ?  And long fince
was it affigned as fuch, by him who cannot lie, The
fame Men of ald, who made the Lord's People to tranf.
grefs,- thereby made themfelves wile. They were de-
J#ifed both as the Natural Effe®, and the Judicial
Puniflupent of their Wickednefs. And the fame Caufe
the Prophet obferves to have produced the fame Ef<
fe@t, many hundred Years after this. Ye are departed
out of the Way; faith the Lord ; ye bave casfed many to
Slumble—=Thergfore bave 1 alfo made you contemptible,
and befe before all the People. :

E have now, Brethren, delivered mine ownm Souly
and io fo doing; I have (as I propofed at firlt) u/ed

¢at Plaixnefs of Speech, as not ftudying te pleafe Meny
it the Lord. The Event I leave to him in whofe
Name I have fpoken, and whe hath the Hearts of alk
Men in his Hand. :

1.bave brought you beawy Tidings this Day, and yet
I cannot but be perfuaded; that fome of you will
not count me your Ememy; becaufe I tell you the Truth.
O that all of us may taffe the Good Word which we
diclare! May receive that Knowledge of Salvation,
which we are commanded to preach unto every Crea-
tare, thro' the Remifiion of Sins ! My [Heart’s Defire

i, That 2ll of us, to whoni is committed the Minifiry
- of Reconciliation, may ourfelves be reconciled to Gow,

thro’ the Blood of the everlafting Covenant: That

He may be henceforth unto usa Gop, and we may

be uato Him a People: That we may all ivoaw, a;;

we.

v
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well as preach, the Lord, from the leaft unto the gredts
Z’ : Even by that Token, I am- merciful te thy
nrighteoufnefs : Thy Sins I remember no more !

IIL &, I have hitherto fpoken more immediately tor
thofe, who profefs themfelves Members of the Church
of England. But inafmuch as I am a Debtor alfo toy
thofe who do not, my Defign: is now to apply to themw
alfo ; and briefly to thew, wherein (I fear) they are fe-
verally inconfiftent with thei; own Principles. :

I begin with thofe who are at the {mallet Diftance-
from us, whether they are term’d Prefyterians or In-
dependents ; Of whom in general I cannot but have a
widely different Opinion, from that I entertain’d fome
Years ago : As having fince then converfed with many-
among them, in whom the Root' of the Master is unde-
fiiably found ; and who labour to keep a Confiience void:
af O_{mn.éoté toward GOD and toward Man. I can-
not therefore doubt, but every Serious Man, of either
one or the other Denomination, does utterly condemn
all that Inward as well as Outward Unholinefs, which
has been above defcribed.

But do you, as a People, avoid what you condemn ?.
Are no Whoremongers or Adulterers found among you ?
No Children difobedient to their Parents ? No Servants
that are flothful or carelefs ? That anfaver again ? That
do not bomour their Maffers as is meet in the Lord ? Are .

. there none among you that cenfure or jpeat Ewnl of
the Ruler of their People ? Are there no Drunkards, no
Gluttons, no Luxurious Men, no regular Epicures,
none awbofe Belly is their God, who, as their Fortune
permits, fare jumptuoufly ewetry Day? Have you na
Dipponeft " Dealers, no Unfair Traders, no Ufurers or
Extortioners  Have you no Liars, either for Gain, or
for Good Manners, fo called? Are you clear of Cere-
mony and Compliment ? Alas, you are fenfible, in moft,
if not all thefe ‘Refpeéls, you have now fmall Pre-
heminence over us.

How much more fenfible muft you be of this, iff
ou do not reft on the Surface, but enquire into the
gvnom of Religion, the Religion of the Heart ? F;:;

‘W
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what inward Unholinefs, what evil - Tempers are
among us, which have not a Place among you alfo ?
You likewife bewail that Ignorance of Gop, that
Want of Faith and of the Love of Gop and Man,
that inward Idolatry of various kinds, that Pride,
Ambition and Vanity, which rule in the Hearts even
of thofe who- ftill have the Form of Godlinefs. You
lament before Gop, the deep Covetoufnefs that eats
Jo many Souls as doth a Gangrene ; and perhaps are
fometimes ready to cry out, Help, Lord, for thereis
fcarce onc godly Man leftr Lay to thine Hand ; for
the Faithful are minifp’d from the Children of Men /

2. And yet you retain the Truth that is after God-
Binefs, at leaft, as to the Subftance of it. You own
what is laid down in Scripture, both touching the Nz-
ture and Condition of Fuftification and Salvation. And
with Regard to the Author of Faith and Salvation,
you have always avowed, even in the Face of your
Enemies, That it is GOD avhich aorketh in wus, both
to awill and to do, of his good Pleafure : That it is
his Spirit alone who teacheth us all things, all weknow
of the deep things of GOD: That every true Believer
has an Unétion from the Holy One, to lead bim into all
neceflary Truth : That becaufe we are Sons, GOD
JSandeth forth the Spirit af his Sin into our Hearts,
crying Abba, Father ; and that this Spirit beareth Wit-
nefs awith owr Spirit, that we are the Children of
GOD. '

How is it then, my Brethren (fo I can call you
now, although I could not have done it heretofore ;)
how is it, that the generality of you alfe are fallen
from your Stedfaftnefs ? In the Times of Perfecution
ye flood as a Rock, tho® o/ the Waves and Storms wwent:
over you. But who can bear Eafe and Fulnefs of
Bread ! How are you changed, fince thefe came upon
you! Do not ‘many of you new (prattically I mear)
put fomething elfe, in the Room of Faith that awork-
eth by Lowe 2 Do not fome of you fuppofe, that Gra-
vity .and Compofednefs of Behaviour, are the main .
Parts -of Chriftianity ? Efpecially, provided they nei-:
ther fwear, nor take the Name of Gob in vain. Do-

o not
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not others imaginé, that to abflain frem idle Songs,

and thofe Fafhionable Diverfions commonly ufed by,

Perfons of their Fortune, is almoft the Whale of

Religion ? To which if they add Family Prayer and

a fri Obfervation of the Sabbath, then doubtlefs all

is well - Nay, my Brethren, this is well, fo far as it

oes : But how little 2 Way does it go toward Chri-

" ftianity ? All thefe things, you cannot but fee, are
merely External ; whereas Chriftianity is an Inward.

Thing ; without which the moft beautiful Outward

Form is lighter than Vanity. -
_ Do not others of you reft in Cowviftions ? Or Good
Defires 7 Alas, what do thefe avail ? A Man may. be.
convinced he is fick, yea deeply convinced, am{ yet
never recover. He may defire Food, yea with, ear-
neft Defire, and . neverthelefs perilh with Hunger.
And thus I may be convipced I am a Sinner ; but
this will not juftify .me before Gop. And 1 may -
Jire Salvation (perhaps by Fits and Starts for many,
Years) and yet be loft for ever. Come clofe then to
the Paint, and keep to your Principles. Have you,
-receiv’d the Holy Ghoft? The Spirit which is of
Gop, and is beftowed by him on all Believers, thap
we may know the Things which are freely gioen to ue
of GOD ? The Time is fhort.. Do you- experience
now that Un&ion from the Holy One.? Without whicly,
you confefs Qutward Religion, whether negative or-
pofitive, is nothing. Nay, and Inward Convi&ion of
our Wants is nothing, unlefs thofe Wants are. in fal
fupplied. Good Defires alfo are nothing, unlefs we-
attually attain "what we are ftirr’d up to defire. For’
fill, if any Man have not the Spirit of Chrift, what-
ever he defives, be is none of bis. O my-Brother, be-
. ware you ftop not fhort | -Beware you never account:
yourfelf a Chriftian, no, not in the loweft Degree,
till Gov bath fent forth the Spirit of Chrift inte your:
Heart, and that Spirit bear witnefs awish your Spirit,

that you are a Child of GOD.

3. One Step farther from us, are you who are called
(tho’ not by your own Choice) Anabaptifts. The
Smallnefs of your Number, compared ta that either

~
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of the PrefByterians, or thofe of the Church, makes it
eafier for you to have an exa& Knowledge of the Be-
haviour of all your Members, and to put away from
among you every one that awalketh not according to
the Do&rine you have received.

But is this done ? Do all your Members adorn the
Gofpel ? Are they all Holy as hbe avhich bath called
us is Holy ? 1 fear not. I have known fome Inflan-
ces to the contrary ; and doubtlefs you know many

“more. There are Unholy, Outwardly Unholy Men,
in your Congregations alfo ; Men that profane cither
the Name or the Day of the Lord ; that do not ho-
nour their Natural or Civil Parents'; thit know not
how to poffefs their Bodies in San&ification and Ho-
rour ; that are intemperate either in Meat or Drink,
gluttonous, fenfual, luxurious; that varioufly offend
againft Juftice, Mercy or Truth, in their Intercourfe
with their Neighbour, and do not walk by that
Royal Law, Thou fbalt love thy Neighbour as thy felf.

But how is this confiftent with your leading Prin-
ciples *¢ That no Man ought to be admitted to Bap-
¢ tifm, till he has that Repentance whereby we for-
¢ fake Sin, and living Faith in Gop  through .
“ Chrift?” R
" For if no Man ought to be admitted into a Church
or Congregation, who has not aétual Faith and Re-
pentance, then neither -ought any who has them not,
to continue in any Congregation. And confequently,
an open Sinner cannot remain among yoz;, uulefs you _
practically renounce your main Principle,’

4. I refer it tq your own ferious Confideration, whe+
ther one Reafon, why unholy Men are ftill - fuffered to
remain among you, may not be this ; That many of
you have unawares put Opimion, in the room of
Faith and Repentance ? But how fatal a Miftake is
this ? Suppofing yaur Opinion to be true, yet a Trae
Opinion concerning Repentance -is  wholly different
from the thing itfelf. "And you may - have a True
Opinion concerning Faith all your Life, and yet die an
Unbeliever. '

-
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Suppofing therefore’ the Opimion of Particular Re-
demption true, yet how little does it avail . toward Sal-
vation ? Nay, were we to fuppofe, That none can be
Javed who do not hold it, it does not follow, that al/
aill be faved who do. - So that if the one prov’d 3
Man to be in' ever fo bad a State, the other would
not prove him to be iz a Good one. And confequently,
whofoever leans on this Qpinion, Jeans on the Staff
of-a broken Reed. ) L

Would to Gop that ye would mind this one thing
To make your oawn Calling and Eleftion fure ! That
every one of you (leaving the reft of the World to
him that made it) wou’d himfelf repent, and believe
the Gofpel I Not repent alone (for then you know only
the Baptifm of §obn) but believe and be baptized avith
the Holy Ghoft and awith Fire. Are you-ftill a Stran=

er to that Inward Baptifm, wherewith all true Be-
ievers are baptized ¢ May the Lord conftrain you to
cry out, How am I firaiten’d till it be accomplif’d?
Even till the Love of Gop inflame your Heart, agnd
confume all your vile AffeCions. Be not content
with any thing lefs than this! It is this Loving Faith
alone which opens our Way into the General Church
of the Firft-born, awhofe Names are awritten in Hea-
wen! Which giveth us to enter in awithin the Veil,
wvbere Fefus our Forcerunmer is gone befere us! ¢

5. There is a flill wider Difference in fome Points,
between us, and the People ufually term’d Quakers.
But not in thefe Points.  You, as well as we, condemn
all Ungodlinefs and Unrighteoufuefs of Men ; all thofe,
‘Works of the Devil which were recited above, and
all thofe Texpers from which they fpring. .

You agree, That we are all to be tzught of GOD ;
and to be /ed by bis Spirit : That the Spirit alone re-
.weals all Trath, and infpires all Holinefs : That by
his Infpiration- Men attain perfe? Lowe, the Love
which purifies them as be is pure : And that thro’ this
Knowledge and Love of Gop, they have Power to
do always fuch things as pleafe bim ; to worthip Gop,
. Spirit, according to his own Will, that is, in Spirit
aud in Truth.

: 1 Hence
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Hence you infer, That Formal Wor/bip is not acceptable
to Gop, but that alone that fprings from !Gop in the
Heart: You infer alfo, that they who are led by him,
will ufe great Plainnefs of Speech, and great "Pluinnefp
: g’ Drefs, feeking no Owtaward Adorning, ‘but only the

rament of a meek and guiet Spirit.

I will look no farther now, than fimply to enquire,
Whether you are confiftent with thefe Principles ?

To begin with the latter : * He that is led by the

Spirit will ufe great Plainnefs of Speech.”
- Youwould have faid, ¢ will ufe the plain Language.”
But that Term leads you into a grand Miftake. That
~ Term, *° the plain Language,” naturally leads you to
think, of one particular Way of fpeaking ; as if Plain-
#efs of Speech implied fio more, than the Ufe of that
particular Form. .- ,

Alas ! my Friends ! " Know ye not, that your An-
ceftors defigned this, only as a Specimen of plain Lan-
guage. . And is it poffible, that you fhould miftake the -

ample for the whole Bale of Cloth ?

- Confult the Eight GOD has given you, and you
muft fee, that Plainnefs- of Speech does mot lie in «

ngle Point, but implies an open undifguifed Sincerity,
a child-like Simplicity in all ave fpeak.

I do not defire you to refrain from faying Thox or
. Thee. 1 would-not fpend ten Words about it. But I
defire you, whenever you fpezk at all, to fpeak the
Truth, and nothing but the Truth. I defire your
Words may be always the Piture of your Heatt. ‘This
is truly Plain Language. ' i
- Either do not pretend to Plain Speech at all, or 'be
uniformly plain. Are you fo ? 1 pray, cenfidet. Do
younever compliment ? 1 donot fuppofe you fay, ** Sir,
your very humble Servant.” But do you fay no Civi/
Things*? Do you never flatter ? Do .you not commend
any Man or Woman to their Face? Perhaps farther
than you do behind their Back. Is this Plainnefs of
Speech ! Do you never diffemble ? De you fpeak to 2ll
Perfons, high-or low, rich or poor, juft what you think,
neither more nor lefs, and in the fhorteft and cleareft
Manner you can? If not, what a mere Jeft is ylour
: : Pluin
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Plain- Language ? You carry your Condemnation in'
your own Breaft. )

6. You hold alfo, That * he which isled by the
Spirit, will ufe great Plainnefs of Drefs, feeking no
eutward adorning, but only the Ornament of a meek
and quiet Spirit.” ' .

And that, in particular, ¢ he will leave'Gold and
coftly Apparel, to thofe who know not GOD.” )
. "Now I appeal to every ferious, reafonable Man a-

- mong you, - Do your People at confiftently with this
Principle ¢ Do not madx of your Women wear Gold.
upon their very Feet? And many of your Men ufe
Ornaments of Gold? Are you a_Stranger to thefe
Things? Have you not feen with your Eyes ({001!
Trifles as will fcarce bear the Naming) their Cazes
and Suuff-boxes glitter, even in your folemn Affembly,
while ye were waiting togetherpon GOD ¢ Sure-
ly, they are not yet fo loft to Modefty, as to pretend,
%hat they do not ufe them by Way of Ornament. If
they do not, if it be only out of Neceflity, a plaix
Oatken Stick will fupply the Place of the one, and 4
Piece of Horn or Tin will unexceptionably anfwer all
the reafonable Ends of the other.: . .
_ To fpeak freely (and do not count me your Enemy
for this) you cannot but obferve, upon cool Reflettion,
That you retain juft fo much of your antient Praflice,
as leaves your Prefent without Excufe ; as makes the.
Inconfiftency between the one and the other; glaring
and undeniable. For Inftance : This Woman is too
firit a .Qfa&er, to lay outa Shilling in a Necklace.
Very well ; but fhe is not too firi to lay out four-
Jeore Guineas in a Repeating Watch. Another would
not for the World wear any Lace, no, not an Edging
round her Cap. But fhe will wear Point ; and fees o
Harm in it at all, tho’ it fhould be of twelve Times
the Price. In one Kind of Aprom or Hanakerchief
fhe dares not lay out twenty Shillings 5 but in another
Sort, lays out twenty Pounds. And what - Multitudes,
of you are very jealous, asto the Colgur ard Form of
your Apparel, (the leaft important of all the Circum-
ftances that relate to it) while in the moft important,

F :
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they are without any Concern at all? They will not
put on a Scarlet or Crimfon Stuff, but the richeft /-
wet, foit be black or grave. They will not touch a
colour’d Ribband ; but will cover themfelves with a
. fiiff Silk fiom Head to Foot. They cannot bear
Purple : But make no Scruple at all of being cloth’d
in fine Linnen: Yea, to fuch a Degree, That the
Linnen of the Quakers is grown almotft into 2 Proverb.
- Surely you cannot be ignorant, that the Sinfulnefs of
JSine Apga;’-:l, lies chiefly in the Expesfivenefs. In that
it is robbing Gop and the Poor : It is defrauding the
Fatherlefs and Widow ; it is wafting the Food of the
Hungry, and withholding his Rayment from the Na-
ked, to confume it on our own Lufts, .
7. Let it not be faid, That this affe@®s only o feaw
among you, and thofe, of the younger and lighter
Sort.  Yes: it does ; your Whole Body : For why do
you, who are Elder and Grawer, fuffer fuch Things ?
Why do ye not vehemently reprove them ? And if
they repent not, in fpite of all worldly Confiderations,
expel them out of your Society ? In conniving at their
" -Sin, you make it your own; you, efpecially who are
Speakers. Do you fay, ¢ They cannot bear it ; they
will not hear:” Alas, into what State then are ye fal-
len! But whether they will bear it or no, what is that
¢o Thee ? Thou art to fpeak, awbhether they will hear,
or abetber they awill forbear. To fay the very Truth,
Iam afraid, you rather ftrengthen their Hands in their
Wickednefs. For you not only do not teflify againft
it in the Congregation, but even fit at their Table and
teprove them not. Why then, Thou alfo art one of
the Dumb Dogs fhat cannot bark, fleeping, lying down,
Joving to flumber. : ' . .

I fix this Charge upon every Speaker, in particular,
who faw a young Woman, Daughter to one of the
Quakers in London, going to be married in Apparel
fuitable to her Diamond Buckle, which coft a hundred
Guineas. Could you fee this, and not call Heaven
and Earth to witgefs againft it ? “Then I witnefs againft
Thee, in the Name of the Lord, Thou art & b/ind

Leade~
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Leader of the Blind : -Thou flrainef a Gnat, and
Swalloweft a Camel !
~ Verily the Sin both of Teachers and Hearers, is here-
‘in exceeding great. And the little Attemits toward
Plainnefs of Apparel, which are ftill obfervable among -
you (I mean, in the Colour and Form of your Cloaths,
and the Manner of putting them on) only teftify againft
you, That you were once what you know in your
Hearts you are not now. - -
8. I come now to your main Principle, “ We are
all to be raught of GOD, to be infpired and led by his
sz‘rit. And then we fhall aor/ip him, not with dead
orm, but in Spirit and in Truth.” '
Thefe are deep and - weighty Words. But many
hold faft the Words, and are utterly ignorant of their
Meaning. Isnot this' an exceeding common Cafe ?
Ate you not conicious, abundance of your Friends have
done fo ? With whom the being taught of GOD and

" led by his Spirit, are mere Words of Courfe, that mean

jult nothing. And their crude and indigefled Accounts,
of the Things they did not underftand, has raifed that
deep Prejudice againft thefe great Truths, which we
find in the generality of Men. A ‘
" Do fome of you ask, * But doft thou acknowledge
the Inward Principle ?* 1 do, my Friends: And L
wou'd to Gop every one of you acknowledged it
as much. I fay,” All Religion is either empty -Sheav,
or Perfetion by Infpiration ; in other Words, The obe-
dient Love of Gob, by the fupernatural Knowledge of -
God : Yea, and that all which is not of Faith is Sin ;
all which does not fpring from this Loving Knowledge
of .Gop ; which Knowledge cannot begin, or fubﬁﬁ
one Moment, without immediate Infpiratian : Not on=
ly all Publick Worthip, and all Private Prayer, but eve-
1y Thought, in Common Life, and Word and Work.
What think you of this? Do you not ftagger ? Dare
iou carry the inward Principle fo far? Do you ac-

nowledge it to be the very Truth ? But alas | what
is the acknowledging it 7 Doft thou experience this
Principle in thyfelt ; What faith thy Heart? LDoes Gop
dwell therein ? And doth it now eccho to the Voice
) ' F2
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of GOD ? Haft thou the ‘continual Infpiration of his
Spirit, filling thy Heart with his Love, as wita a Well
of Water, {pringing up into Everlafting Life ?

9. Art thou acquainted with the Leading of bis Spi-
»:t, not by Notion only, but by living Experience ? I
" feur very many of you talk of this, who do not fo
 much as know what it means. How does the Spirit of

., GOD /ecd his Children, te this or that particular.
Action ? Do you imagine, it is by Blind Impulfe only ?
By moing you to do it, you know not why ?" Not fo.
He leads usby our Eye, at leaft as much as by the
Hand ; and by Light as well as by Hear. He fbeaws
us the Way wherein we thould go, as well as incites us
to walk therein. For Example. Here is a Man ready
2o perith with Hunger. How am I /Zed by the Spirit
to relieve him? Firft, By his convincing me, it is the
Will of GOD I fhould, and fecondly, by his filling
my Heart with Love toward him. Both this Light
. and this Heat are the Gift of GOD ; are wrought in

me by the fame Spirit: Who /eads me, by this Cosn-
widtion as well as Lowe, to go and feed that Man. This
is the plain, rational Account of the ordirary Leading
of the Spirit.  But how far from that whick fome have

iven | ’
£ Art thou thus led by the Spirit to every good Word
and Work ? Till GOD hath thereby made thy Faith
perfe® ? Doft thou know what Faith is ? Itisa Lov-
ing, Obedient Sight of a prefent and reconciled GOD,
Now where this is, there is no Dead Form ; neither
ca be, fo long as it continues.  But all that is faid or
done is full of GOD, full of Spirit and Life and
Power. .

10. But perhaps, as much as you talk of them, you
do not know the Difference between Form and Spirit ;
or between worfhipping GOD in a formal Way, and
worthipping him in Spirit and in Truth.

The Lord is that Spirit. The Seeing and Feeling
and Loving him is Spiritual Life, And whatever is faid
or done in the Sight and Love of GOD, that is full of
Spirit and Life. All befide this is Form, mere dead
Borm ; whether it be in our Publick Addrefles to GOD,

- . ~or
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or in our Private; or in our Worldly Bufinefs, or in
'our daily Converfation. . B}

But if fo, how poor and mean and narrow, have
your Views and Conceptions been | You was afraid of
Formality in Publick War/bip. And Reafon good. But
was you afraid of it no where elfe? Did not you
confider, That Formality in Common Life, is alfo an
Abomination to the Lord ? And that it can have no
Place in any Thing we fay or do, -but fo far as we
forget GOD? O watch againft it in every Place;
every Moment, that you may every Moment fee and
love GOD; and confequently, at all Times and inall
Places, worthip him in Spirit and in Truth.

My Friends, permit me to add a few Words, in ten-.

der Love to your Souls. Do not you /zan too much
on the Spirit and Power, which you believe refted up-

on your Forefathers ? Suppofe it did ; will that avail

you, if you do not drink into the fame Spirit? And
how evident is this! That whatever ye once were, yé&
are now fborn of your Stremgth. Ye are weak and be-
come like other Men. The Lord is well nigh depart-
ed from you. Where is now the Spirit, the Life, the
Power ? . Be not offended with my plain Dealing, when
1 befeech yox who are able to weigh Things calmly, to
open your Eyes and fee Multitudes even in the Church,
purfuing, yea and attaining the Swbfiance of Spiritual
Life, and leaving unto you the Shadow. Nay a fill}

greater Evil is before you. For if ye find not fome’ -

effe&ual Means to prevent it, your rifing Generation’
will utterly calt off, the Shadow as well as the Sub.

Stance.

11. There is an abundantly greater Difference #ill,

according to your own Account, between us who'pro—
fefs ourfelves Members of the Church of England, and
you who are Meinbers of the €hurch of Rome. But
notwithftanding this, do you not agree with us in con~

demuing the Vices above recited ? Profanenefs, Drun-

kennefs, Whoredom, Adultery, Theft, Difobedience
to Parents, and fuch like ? And how unhappily do
. you agree with us in grafifing the very Vices which
you condemn # . o oo

F3 And



(66)

And yet you. acknowledge (nay and frequently con-
tend . for this with a peculiar Earneftnefs) That every
Chriftian is called to be zealous of good Works, as well
45 to deny himfelf and take up bis Crofs daily. How
then do you depart from your own Principles, when
you are Gluttons, Drunkards or Epicures ? When you
live at your Eafe, in all the Elegance and Voluptuouf-
nefs of a plentiful Fortune ! How will you reconcile
the being adorned with Gold, array’d in Purple and
fine Linnen, and faring fumptoufly every Day, with
the demying yourfelf and taking up your Crofs daily ?
Surely while you indulge the Defire of the Flefh, the
Defire of the Eye, and the Pride of Life, tle excel-
lent Rules of felf-denial that abound in your own
Writers, leave you of all Men moft inexcufable.

,13. Neither can this Seif-indulgence be reconciled,
with the being zealous of good Works. For by this
needlefs and continual Expence, you difable yourfelf
from doing Good. You bind your own Hands. You
make it impoflible for you to do that Good which o-
therwife you might. So that you injure the Poor in
the fame Proportion as you poifon your own Soul.
You might have cloath’d the Naked ; but what was-
due to them, was thrown away on your own coftly
Apparel.  You mighthave fed the Hungry, entertained
the Stranger, relieved them that were fick or in Pri- °
fon.  But the Superfluities of your own Table fwal-
lowed up. that whereby they fhould have been profited.
And fo this wafting of thy Lord’s Goods, is an Inftance
of complicated Wickednefs ; fince hereby thy poor
Brother perifheth, for whom Chrift died.

I will not recommend to you either the Writings or
Examples of thofe whom you account Hereticks, (al-
tho' fome of thefe, if you could view them with-im-
partial Eyes, might proveke you to Jealoufy.) But O}
that Gop would write in your Hearts, the Rules of
Sclf-denial and Love, laid down by Thamas & Kempis !
‘Or that you would follow both in this apd in Good
Works, that Y:uming and fhining Light of your own
Church, the Marquis de Renty! Then would all who
‘knew and loved the Lord rejoice to acknowledge you

as
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as the Church of the liwing GOD : When ye weye
zealous of every good Word and Work ; and abftajn-
ed -from all Appearance of Evil: When it was hereby
fhewn that you were filled with the Holy Ghott, and
delivered from all unholy Tempers: When ye were all
unblameable and unrebukeable, awithout Spat or Wrinkle
or any fuch Thing 5 a chofen Generation, a Rayal Prieft-
bood, an boly Nation, a peculiar Pesple, fhewing forth
to all Jews, Infidels and Hereticks, by your adtive,
patient, fpotlefs Love of Gop and Man, the Praifes
of Him acho had called you out of Darknefs into his -
marwellous Light.

13. Men and Brethren, Children of the Stock of A-
braham, fuffer me to fpeak a few Words to you alfo :
You who d6 not allow, That Mefiuh the Prince is
already come and cut off. However, you thus far hear
Mofes and the Prophets as to allow, 1. That i is the
Injpiration of the Holy One, which giveth Man Undere
Sfanding, and that all the true Children of Gop are
taught of GOD. 2. That the Subftance both of the
Law and the Prophets, is contained in that one Word,
Thou fbalt love the Lard thy GOD avith all thy Heart,
and awith all thy Soul, and awith all thy Strength,” and
thy Neighbour as thyfelf. And 3. That the fure Fruit
of Love is Obedience, ceafing from Ewil and doimg
Good. .

And do you walk by this Rule? Have yox yourfelf
that Infpiration of the Holy One? Are you taught of
Gop ? Hath he opened your Underftanding ¢ Have
‘you the Inward Knowledge of the Moft High ? I fear
not. Perhaps you know little more, even of the
Meaning of the Words than a Mabometan. .

Letusgo.alittle farther. Dayou/ove the Lord your Gop
with all your Heart, awith all your Sosl, with all your
Strength ? Can youfay, whombave Iin Heaven but Thee 5
and there is none upon Earth that I defire befides thee 2
‘Do you defire Gop st all? Do you defire. to have
oy thing to do with him, tll you can keep the

orld no longer ? Are you not content, fo you en-
joy the Good Things of Earth, to let Gop ftand afay .

off ? Only calling upon him now and then, when yop
o v > . ~ ] Can’t
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can’t well do without him. Why then you do not Jowe
Gop at all, tho’ you will fometimes condefcend to
ufe him. You /owe the World. This poffeffes your
Heart. This therefore is your Gop. You renounce
the Gop of your Fathers, the Gop of Ifrael ; you aré
fill - uncircuMscifed in Heart. Your own Confcience
bears Witnefs, you no more hear Mofes and the Pro-
phets, than you do Fefes of Nawzareib. :
14. From Mofes and the Prophets it has been
fhewn, that your Ferefathers were a faithlefs and fiub-
born  Generation ; a Generation awhich fet not their
Hearts aright, and awhofe Spirit cleaved not flédfaftly
unto "GOD. And this you acknowledge yourfelves.
If you are'ask’d, How 1s it, that the Promife is not
falfill’d ? Seeing the Scepter is long fince departed from -~
udah, why is not Shiloh come? Your ufual An-
- {wer is, °“ Becaufe of the Sins of our Fathers, Gop
hath delay’d his coming’”.  Have yox then reformed
- from the Sins of your Fathers ? Are you turned unto
the Lord your Gop ? Nay; Do ye not tread in the
fame Steps ? Bating that fingle Point _of Outward Ido-
latry, what Abomination did they ever commit, which
you have not committed alfo? Which ‘the Generality
of you do not commit fill, according to your Power ?
-If therefore~ the Coming of the Mefiab was hin-
der'd by the Sins of your Forefathers, then by fame
Rule, your Continuance therein will hinder his Com-
ing to the End of the World.

Brethren, my Heart’s Defire and Prayer to GOD is,
“That he would gather the Outcafts of Ifrael. And I
doubt not, but when the Fulnefs of the Gentiles is
come in, then o/l Ifrael - foall be fuved. But mean
Time, is there not great Caufe that ye fhould fay with
Daniel, O Lord, Righteoufnefs belongeth unto thee, but

" unto us Confufion of Face, as at this Day, to the Men .
- of Judah, and unto all Irael. O'Lord, awe hawe finned,
awe have rebelled againg thee,” neither bave awe obeyed
the Voice of the Lord our GOD, Yer,Q our GOD, in-
chine thine Ear cnd hear ; open thine Eyes and behold
our Defolztionss for wwe do mot prefemt our Supplica-
tions before thee fir our Righteoufnefles, but for My great
oo Mercies,.
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Mercies. O Lord, hear.' O Lord, forgive! O Lopd
- bearken and do, Defer not, for thine own Sake 5 for
thy City and thy People are’ called by thy Name. .

15. I cannot conclude without addrefling myfelf to
you alfo, who do tot admit either the Feavi/b or Chri-
SfHan Revelation. But flill you defire to be happy :
‘You own the ‘effential ‘Difference between Vice and
Virtue ; and acknowledge, (as did all the wifer Grezéy
and Romgns) that Vice cannot confift with Happinefs,
You allow likewife that Gratitude and Benevolence,
Self-knowledge and . Modefty, Mildnefs, Temperance,
Patience and Generofity, are juftly numbered aino:&
Virtues ; and that Ingratitude and’ Malice, Envy a
1il-nature, Pride, Infolence and Vanity, Glattony and
Luxury, Covetoufnefs ‘and - Difcontent, are. Vices of
the higheft Kind. o

Now let us calmly inquire, how. far your Life is
confiftent with your Principles. . S

You feek Happinefs. But you fiad it not. You
tome -no nearer it with. all. your Labours. . You
are not happier than you was a Year ago. Nay, I

- doubt you are more: unhappy. Wlhy is- this, but be-
caufe you look for Happinefs there, where you own it
vannot be found ? Tndeed, what is there 6n Earth
which can long fatisfy a Man of Usderitanding ? His
Soul is tbo large for the Wonld he lives in.. He waats
more Room.

Lfuat infelix angufto limite Mundi,
Ut brevibus claufus Gyaris, parvagque Seripho.

#He has already travelled thro® all which is called Plea- .
fure ; Diverfions, and Entertainments of every Kind:
But among thefe he can find no Enjoyment of any
Depth ; they are empty, fhallow, fuperficigl - Things
they-pleafed for a while, but the. Glofs is gone ; and
now they are dull and taftlefs. And what has he
next.? Only the fame things again. For this World
affords nething more. It can fupply him - with no
Change. Go, feed again : But .it is upon one li)tlx%
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ﬁill.l Thus, . .

Occidit miferos crambe repetita,

"Yet what Remedy under the Sun! .

16. The founder Judgment, the ftronger Under-
flanding you have, the fooner are you fated with the
World: And the more deeply “convinced, all that
cometh is Vanity ; Foolith, Infipid, Naufeous. You
{ee the Foibles of Men in fo much clearer a Light,
and have the keener Senfe of the Emptinefs of Life.
Here you are, a poor, unfatisfied Inhabitant, of an an-
quiet World ; turning your weary Eyes on this Side and
on that Side ; feeking Reft, but finding none.  You feem
to be out of your Place : Neither the Perfons nor
Things that furround you are fuch as you want. You
have a confufed Idea of fomething better than all this ;
but you know not where to find it. You are always
gafpin% for fometbing which you cannot attain, no,
not if you range to the. uttermoft Parts of- the
Earth, - .

But this is not all.  You are not only negatively un.
happy, as finding nothing whereon to ftay the Weight
‘of your Soul; but pofitively fo, becaufe you are Un-
Joly : You are miferable, becanfe you are vicious.
Are you not vicious ? Are you then full of Gratitude
to Him, who giveth you Life and Breath, and all
Things ? Not fo ; you rather fpurn his Gifts, and
murmur at him that gave them. How often has your -
Heart faid, Gop did not ufe you well } How often
have you queflion’d either his Wifdom or Good-
nefs } Was this well done ?} What Kind of Gratitude
i3 this? It is the belt you are Mafter of. Then
take Knowledge of yourfelf. Black Ingratitude is
rooted in your inmoft Frame. You can no more
love Gop than you can fee him; or than you can
be Happy without that Love.

" Neither (how much foever you may pique your-
felf upon it) are you a Lover of Mankind. Can
Love and Malice confift ? Benevolence and Envy ? O
do.not put out your own Kyes. And are nol:kthe_(;e1
arri
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horrid Tempers in you ? Do not you envy one Man,
and bear Malice or Ill-will to another - I know yeu
call thefe Difpofitious by fofter Names ; but Names
change not the Nature of Things. You are pained
that one fhould enjoy what you eannot enjoy your-
felf, Call this what you pleafe, -it is rank. Envy.
You are grieved, that a fecond enjoys even what you
have yourfelf; you rejoige in feeing a third unhappy.
Do not flatter yourfelf ; this is Malice, venomous Ma-
lice, and nothing elfe. And how could you ever
think of being happy, with-Malice and Envy in your
Heart ? Juft as well might you expett to be at Eafe,
while you held burning. Coals in your l'ofom. )

17. 1 intreat you to reflect, whether there are not
other Inhabitants in your Breaft, which leave ne Room
for Happinefs there. May you not difcover, thro’ a
thoufand Dilguifes, Pride ? Too high an Opinion of
yourfelf? Vanity, Thirft of Praife, even (who would
believe it ?) of the Applaufe of Knaves and Fools ?
Unevennefs or Sournefs of Temper? Pronenefs to An-
ger or Revenge ? Peevithnefs, Fretfulnefs; - or pining
Difcontent ?  Nay, perhaps -even Covetoufnefs.—And
did you ever thinﬁ, Happinefs could dwell with
thefe ? Awake out of that fenfelefs Dream. Think
not of reconciling things incompatible.  All - thefe
Tempers are effential - Mifery. So long as any of
thefe are harboured in your Breaft, you muft.be a
Stranger to Inward Peace. What avails it you, if
there be no other Hell? Whenever thefe Fiends are
let loofe upon you, you will be confirain’d to own,

‘¢ Hell is where’er I am: Myfelf am Hell!

And can the Supreme Being “love thofe Tempers,
_which you  yourfelf abhor in all but yourfelf ? If not,,
they imply Guilt as well as Mifery. Doubtlefs they
do. Only inquire of your own Heart. How often in
the mid Career of your Vice have you felt a fecret
Reproof, which you knew not how ¢o bear, and
therefore ftifled as foon as pofiible-?

1 18. And
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- 18. And did not even #bis point at an Hereafter ?
a fature State of Exiftence ? The more realonable a-
mong you have no Doubt of this; you do not imagine.
the whol€ Man dies together : Altho’ you hardly fup-r
pode the Soul, once difengaged, will dwell again'in an.
Houfe of Clay. But how will your Soul fubfift with-.
out it} How are yox qualified for a feparate State?
Suppofe this Earthly Covering, this Vehicle of Or-
ganiz’d Matter, whereby you hold Commerce with
the Material World, were now to drop off | Now,.
what will you do in the Regions of Immortality } You
eannot eat or drink there. ~ You cannot indulge either
the Defire of the Fleth, the Defire of the Eye, or the
- Pride of Life. You love only worldly. things ; and
they are gone, fled as Smoke, driven away for ever.
Here is no Poflibility of fenfual Enjoyments ; and you:
" have a Relifh for nothing elfe. O what a Separation

is this, from all that you_hold dear! What a Breach

is made, never to be healed! .

But befide this, you are unholy ; full of evil Tem-
pers; for you did hot put off thefe with the Body.
-You-did not leave Pride, Revenge, Malice, Envy,
Difcontent behind you, when you left the World.
And now you are no longer chear’d by the Light of
the Sun, nor diverted by the Flux of various Objeéts =
. Bt thofe Dogs of Hell are let loofe to prey upon your
Soul, with their whole, unrebated Strength. Nor is
there any Hope, that your Spirit will now ever be re-
for'd to its original Purity: Not even that poor Hope
of a purging-Fire, fo elegantly defcribed ‘by the Hea-
then Poet, fome Ages before the Notion was revived
among the Do€trines of the Romifs Church. R

. = Aliz tenduntur inanes
Sufpen/z ad ventos 5 aliis fub gurgite vafio
Infeltum eluitur feelus, aut exuritur igni——
Doneéc bonga dies, exalto tempores orbi,
Concretam exemit labem, purunique reliquit
Lthereum fenfum atque aurai fimplicis ignem.
oy :
19, What
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19. Whata great Gulph then is fix'd between you
and Happinefs, both in this World and that which is to
come ? Well may you fhudder at the Thought! More
efpecially when you are-about to enter on that untried
State of Exiftence. For what a Profpet is this, when
you ftand on the Verge of Life, ready to launch out in-
to Eternity ? “What can you then think? You fee
nothing before you. All is dark and dreary. On the’
very beft Suppafition, how well may you addrefs your
parting Soul in the Words of dying Adrian ; .

¢ Poor, little, pretty, fluttering Thing,
* Muft we no longer live together ?
'And doft thou prune thy trembling Wing, N
To take thy-Flight thou know’ft not whither? <

Thy pleafing Veip, thy hum’rous Folly
Is all negleted, all forgot ;

And penfive, wavering, melancholy, T
Thou hop'tt, and fear't thou kno w'ft not what.”

“ Thou know't not what! Here is the Sting,
fuppofe there were no other. Tobe thou know'fl not
- awbat! Not for a Month, or a Year, but through the
countlefs Ages of Eternity ! What a tormenting Un-"
certainty muft this be? What racking Unwillingnefs .
muft it occafion, to exchange even this known Vale of
Tears,for the unknownValley of the Shadow of Death ?

‘¢ And is there no Cure for this? ** Indeed there is. -
an effectual Cure 5 even the Knowledge and Love of
. GOD. There'is 2 Knowledge of GOD which wnweils

Eternity, and a Love of GOD, which exdears it.
That Knowledge makes the great Abyfs wifible ; and
all Uncertainty vanithes away. That Love makes it
amiable to the Soul, -fo that Fear has no more Place;
But the Moment GOD fays, by the welcome Angel of
Death, * Come Thou up hither,” She

 Claps the glad Wing, and Towers away,
Aand mingles with the Blaze of Day.”

G 20. See
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20. See ye noty what Advantage eve?' Way, a
Chriftian has over you? Probably the Reafon you faw
it not before was, geca.ufe you knew none but »owminal
Chriftians ; Men who profefs’d to believe more (in their
Way of believing) but had no more of the Knowledge or
J.ove of GOD than yourfelves. So that with regard to
Real, Inward Religitn, you flood upon even Ground.
And perhaps in many Branches of Owtward Religion,
the Advantage was on your Side.

May the Lord, the GOD of the Chriftians, either
reform thefe Wretches, or take them away from the
Barth! That lay this grand Stumbling-block iu the
Way of thofe, who defire to know the Will of GOP!

O ye who defire to know his Will, regard them not !
If it{e poffible, blot them out of your Remembrance.

They neither can nor will do you any Good. O
fuffer them not to do you Harm. Be not prejudiced
againft Chriftianity by thofe, who know nothing at all
of it. Nay, they condemn it, all real, fubstantial
Chriftianity ; they fpeak evil of the Thing they know
not. They have a kind of cant Word for the whole

“Religion of the Heart.. They call it Enthufiafm.
" I'will briefly lay before you the Ground of the Mat-
Jter, and appeal to you yourfelves for the Reafonable-
nefs of it. '

21. What a miferable Drudgery is the Service of
GOD, unlefs I love the GOD whom I ferve? But I
canpot love one whom I know not. How thew can I
love GOD till I know him ? And how is it_poffible I
fhould know GOD, unlefs he make him{elf known unto
me! By Analogy or Proportion? Very good. But
where is that Proportion to be found? What Propor-
tion does a Creatare bear to its Creator § “What is the
Proportion between Finite and Infinite ? :

I grant, the Exiffence of the Creatures demonftratively
fhews the Exiflence of their Creator. The who.e Crea-
tion fpeaks, that there s a GOD. But that is not the
Point in queflion. I know there is a GOD. Thus far
is clear. But who will fhew me, what that GOD is.
The more [ refle& the more convinced I am, that it is
not poffible for- any or all the Creatures, to take off the

Veil

N
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Veil which is on-my Heart, that I may difcern this une
known GOD.; to draw the Curtain back which now
“hangs between, that I may fee him which is invifible.

This Veil of Flefh now hides him from my Sight.
“And who is able to make it tranfparent ! So that I may
}:erceive thro® this Glafs, GOD always before me, till X

eé him Face to Face. L

I want to know this great Gop who filleth Heaven
‘and Earth: Who is above, beneath, and on every
-Side, in all Places of his Dominion ; who juft now be-
fets me behind and before, and lays his Hand upon me.
And-yet I am no more-acquainted with him, than with
one of the Inhabitants of Fupiter or Saturn.

O my Friend, how will you get one Step farther, un-
lefs Gop reveal himfelf to your Soul ?

22. And why fhould this feem 2 thing incredible to
you? That Gop, a Spirit, and the Father of the Spi- .
rits of all Flefh, fhould difcover himfelf to yeur Spirit, -
which is itfelf, the Breath of Gop, Divine Particula
* Mure ? - Any more than that material Things ‘fhould
difcover themfelves to your material Eye, Is it any
more repugnant to Reafon, that Spirit fhould influence
"Spirit, than that Matter fhould influence Matter ? Nay,
.is not the former the more eafily intelligible of the two ?
For there i5 the utmoft Difficulty in conceiving, how
Matter fhould influence Matter at all,  How that which
is totally pafffive thould 2. Neither can we rationally
account either for Gravitatien, Attrattion, or any na-
tural ‘Motion whatfoever, but by fuppofing in all the
Finger of Gop, who alone conquers that Vis inertie
which is effential to every Particle of Matter, and work-
eth all in 2ll. . .

Now if Gop fhould ever open the. Eyes of yourUn-
derftanding, maft not the Love of Gop be the imme-
diate Confequence ? Do you imagine you can fee Gon,
. without loving him ? Is it _poffible, in the Nature of
Things ?  Si wirtus confpicerstur pcylis, faid the old
Heathen,mirabiles anxres excitaret fui How much more
if you fee him who is the original Fountain, thegreat
Archetype of all Virtue, will that Sight raife in you a

- G, 2 : Love
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Love thzt is wonderful, fuch as the gay and bufy World
knew not of ! : '

" 23. What Benevolence alfo, what tender Love to the
whole of Human Kind, will you drink .in, together
with the Love of Gop, from the unexhaufted Source
of Love? And how eafy is it to conceive, that more
and more of his Image will be then transfufed into
your Soul? That from difinterefted Love, 'all other
Divire Tempers will, as it were naturally, {pring?
Mildnefs, Gentlenefs, Patience, Temperance, Juftice,
Sincerity, Contempt of the World ; yea, whatfoever
Things are venerable ard lovely, whatfoever are juftly
of good Report. ,

And when you thus love Gop and all Mankind, and
are transform’d into his Likenefs, then the Command-
ments of Gop will not be grievous ; you will no more
complain, that they deftroy the Comfort of Life. So
far from it, that they will be the very Joy of your
Heart ; Ways of Pleafantnefs, Paths of Peace! You
will experience here that folid Happinefs, which you

had elfewhere fought invain, Without fervile Fear or
“anxious Care, fo long as you coatinue on Earth you
will gladly do the Will of Gop here, as the Angels
do it in Heaven. And when the Time is come that
you fhou’d depart hence, when Gob fays, ¢ Arife and
‘¢ come away,” you will pafs with Joy unfpeakable out
of the Body, into all the Fulnefs of Gobp.

Now does not your own Heart condemn you, if you
“call zhis Religion Enthyfiafm ? O leave that to.thofe
blind Zealots, who tack together a Sett of Opinions and
.. an outfide Worfhip, and call this poor, dull, lifelefs
Thing, by the facred Name of Chriffianity. Well
might you account fuch Chriflianity as this, a mere
Piece of empty Pageantry, fit indeed to keep the Vul-
gar in awe, but beneath the Regard of a Man of Un.
derfanding.

But in %xow different a Light does it now appear ?
If there be fuch a Religion as I have sketth’ﬁm,
‘maft not every reafonable Man fee, there is nothing on
Earth to be defired in comparifon of it }—But if Maz
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Man defire this, Iet him ask of Gop: He giveth to
all liberally and upbraideth not. S .
24. May you not ask, quite confiftendy with your
- Principles, in fome Manner refembling this :

O thou Being of Beings, thou Caufe of All, thou
feeft my Heart ; thou underftandeft all my TFhoughts.
But how {mall a Part of thy Ways do Iunderftand! I
know not what is above, beneath, on every Side. I
know not my own Soul. Only this I know, I am not
what I ought to be. I fee and approve the Virtue
which I have not. I do not love Thee, neither am I
thankful. I commend that Love of Mankind ; but I

- feel it not. Thou haft feen Hatred, Malice, Envy in
my Heart. Thou haft feen Anger, ‘Murmuring, Dif-
content. Thefe upeafy Paffions harrow :p my Soul.
I cannot reft, while 4 am under this ¥oke: Nor am
I able to fhake it off. Iam unhappy, and that thou
knowett. : ' .

Have Compaffion upon me, Thou whofe Years do
not fail I*On me, who have but a fhort Time. to live,
I rife up, and am cut down as a Flower. I flee as
it were a Shadow. Yet a little while, and I return
to Duft, and have no more Place under the Sun.

YetIknow thou haft made my Soul to live for ever.
But I know notwhere ; and I am unwilling to try. I
tremble, I am afraid to go thither, whence I fhall not
return. I ftand quivering on the Edge of the Gulph;
for Clouds and Darkxgefs reft upog it. O Gop! Mup
I goalways ““ creeping with Terrors, and plunge into
“ Eternity with a Peradventure!™ .

O thou Lover of Men, is there no Help in Thee?

- I have heard (what indeed my Heart cannot conceive)
that thou revealeft thyfelf to thofe that feek Thee,
and poureft thy Love into their Hearts: And that
they who know and love thee, walk thro’ the Sha-
dow of Death and fear no Evil. O that this were fo!
"That there were fuch an unfpeakable Gif;, given to the
Children of Men! For then might 7 hope forit. O

" Gon, if there be, give it unto Me/ - Speak, that J .

may fee thee! Make thyfelf ‘known unto me alfo, in
-G 3 " the

L lmeniil . el
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the Manner that thou knoweft! In any wife let me
know thee and love thee, that I may be form’d after
thy Likenefs! That I may be Love, as thou art
Love ; that I may now be happy in thee ; and when
Thou wilt, fall into the Abyfs ofp thy Love, and enjoy
Ahee thro® the Ages of Eternity ! ’ :

The End of Part II,
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And when be came near, he bebeld the City, and awept
over it, faying, If thou badft known, even thou, at
leaft in this thy Day, the Things which belong unto thy
Peace ! Luke xix. 41, 42.
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A
FARTHER APPEAL
To MEN of o

- REAsoN and RELIGION.

PART IL .

I 1. O W, what can an impartial Perfon
, think concerning the Prefent State
. of Religionin England? Is there a Na-
- tion under the Sun which is fo deeply
fallen, from the very Firf# Principles of all Religion ?
Where is the Country, in which is found fo. utter a
.Difregard to even Heathen Morality ? Such a thorou h{
_Contempt of Fuftice,and Truth, and all that fhould ge
dear and honourable to rational Creatures. .
" What Species of Zice can poflibly be named, even
.of thofe that Nature itfelf abhors, of which we have
not had, for many Years, a plentiful and flill increafing
Harveft ¢ What Sin remains either in Rome or Conflan-
_tinople, which we have not imported long ago (if it
was not of our native Growth) and improved upon ever
fince ? Such a Complication of Villanies of every Kind,
confider’d with all their Aggravations, fuch a Scorn of
whatever

¥
i

.
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whatever bears the Face of Virtue, fuch Injuftice, Fraud
and Falfbood : Above all, fuch Perjury, and fuch a
Mc:lbad of Law, we may defy the whole World to
roduce.
:P-What Mulsitudes are faund threughout our Land,
who do not even profzfs any Religion atall? And
what Numbers of thofe who profe/s much, confute their
Profeflion by their Pradtice? Yea, and perhaps by their
exorbitant Pride, Vanity, Covetoufnefs, Rapacioufnefs
or Oppreflion, caufe the very Name of Religion, to
&h’ek in “the’Noftiils; of many (otherwife) Redfonable
n : o - '
~ z. “ However, we have many thoufands ftill, of
tru}y Virtuous and Religious Men.”” Wherein does their
Religion confift } In-Righteoufnefs and True Holinefs ?
"In Lowe fironger - than Death ? Fervent Gratitude to
Gop ? and tender d{:&'im to all his Creatures ? Is
their Religion, the Religion of the Heart 2 A Re-
newal of Soul in the Jmage of Gop ? Do they #e-
Jemble him they avorfbip ? Are they free from Pride,
from Vanity, from Malice and Envy ; from Ambition
and Avarice, from Paffion and Luft ; from every wn-
eafy and unlovely Temper 2 Alas, I fear neither they
(the greater Part at leaft) nor yow, know what #his
‘Religion means ; or have:any more Notion .6f it, - then
-the Peafant that holds the Plough, of the Religion of
-8 Gymmofophift. N
© °Tis well if the Genmine Relizion of Chrift has any
more Alliance with what you call Religion, than
 -with the Turdifb Pilgrimages to Mecca, or the Popi/s
“Worthip of our Lady of §or¢ttv. ‘Have not-yox fubfti-
-tated in the Place ef .the Religion of the Heart, fome-
thing (I do not fay equally finfu/, but) equally vain,
and foreign to the worfipping of Gop in Spirit and
in Trath ? What elfe can be faid even of Pruyer, -
(Publick or Priwate) in the Manner wherein you ge-
nerally ' perform it? As a thing of cour/e, running
round and round, in the fame dull Track, without
-either the Kmowledge or Love of Gop? Without one
Heavenly Temper, either attained or improved? ‘O
what Mookery of Gap is this! And
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And yet even this. Religion, which can do you ne-
Good, may do yon much Harm. Nay, ’tis plain, it
does: It daily increafmourr Pride, ‘as you meafure
your Goodnefs by the Number and Length of your Pere
formances. It gives you a deep Comtempt of thofe,
who do net come up to the full Zale of your Virtues.
It infpires Men with a Zeal, which is the very Fire of
Hell, furious, bitter, implacable, unmerciful ; often to
a Degree that extinguifhes all Compaflion, all good Na-
tyre and Humanity. Infomuch that the execrable.
Fiercenefs of Spirit, which is the natural Fruit of
fuch a Religion, hath many times, in fpite of all Ties,
divine and human, broke out into open Violence, into -
Rapine, Murder, Sedition, Rebellion, Civil War, to
~ the Defolation of whole Cities and . Countries,

Tantum hzc Religio potuit fuadere malorum !

3. Now if there be a Gop, and one that is not
a mere idle Spe&ator of the Things that are dene
upon Earth, but a Rewarder of Men and Nations ac-
cording to their Works, what can the Event of thefe
thill':isl be? It was reafonable to believe, . that he
would have rifen long ago, and maintained his own "
~ Caufe,  either by fending the Famine or Peftilence
_afhong- us, or by pouring out his Fury in Blood.
And many wife and holy Men have fiequently de-
clared, That they daily expeted this ; that they daily
looked for the Patience olfJeGon to -give place, and
Judgment to rejoice over Mercy. '
4. Juft at this Time, when we wanted little of f//-
ing wp the Meafure of our Iniquities, two or three
Clergymen of the Church of Exgland began vehemently
't call.Sinners to Repentance. In two or three Years

they had {ounded the fame ‘Alarm, to the utmoft Bor- -

ders of the Land. Many Thoufands gathered toge-

ther to hear them ; and in every Place where they

came, many began to fhew’fuch a Concern for Reli-

ion, as they never had done before. A ftronger

mpreffion was made on their Minds, of the Importance

of things eternal, and they had more cameh D;ﬁre;_ ,
‘ o
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of ferving Gop, than they had ever had from their
earliet Childhood. Thus did Gop begin to draw
them toward himfelf, with the Cords of Love, with
the Bands of a Man. -

Many of thefe were in a fhort Time deeply con-
winced of the Number and Heinoufnefs of their Sins.”
They were alfo made throughly fenfible of thofe:
Tempers, which are juftly hateful to Gop and Man, and
of their utter Jgzorance of Gop, and entire Inability,
either to know, love or ferve him. At the fame time;
they faw in' the ftrongeft Light, the Infignificancy of.
their outfide Religion: Nay, and often confefs’d it be-
fore Gop, as tne moft abominable Hypocrify. Thus
did they fink deeper and deeper into that Repestance,
which muft ever precide Faitb in the Son of Gop.

And from hence fprung Fruits meet for Repentance.
The Drunkard commenced fober and temperate. The
Whoremonger zbftained from Adultery and Fornication ;
the Unjuft from Oppreflion and Wrong. He that had
been accuftomed to curfe and fwear, for many Years)
now fwore no more. The Sluggard began to work
with his Hands, that he might eat his own Bread. The
Mifer learnied to deal his Bread to the Hungry, and to
cover the Naked with a Garment. Indeed the whole
Form of their Life w.s changed. They had /2 off
doing Evil and learn’d to do awell.

-¢. But this was not all. Over and above this ous-
award Change, they began to experience inward Reli-
gion. The Lowe of GOD aas fhed abroad -in their
Hearts, which they continue to enjoy to this Day.-
They love him, becaufe be firjt loved us, and withheld
not from us his Son, his only Son. And this Love
conftrains them to love all Mankind, all the Children
of the Father of Heaven and Earth, and infpires them
with every holy and heavenly Temper, the whole Mind -
that was in Chrit, Hence it is that they are now uni-
form in their Behaviour, unblameable in all manner of
Converfation. And in whatfoever State they are, they
have learned therewith to be content: Iniomuch that
now they can iz every thing give Thanks : They more
than patienty acquiefce, they rejoice and are excee;liwdg .

- ]



- (85)
glad, in allGOD?’s Difpenfations toward them. - For as
long as they love GOD (and that Love no Man taketh
from them) they are always happy in GOD.  Thus
they calmly travel on thro’ Life, being never weary nor
faint in their Minds, never repining, murmuring or
diffatisfied, cafting all théir Care upon GOD, till the
Hour contes that they fhould drop this Covering of
‘Parth, and return unto the. great Father of Spirits.
Then-efpecially it is, that they rejoice with Joy. un/peak-
able and full of Glory.. You who credit it not, come
and fee. See thefe living and dying Chriftians. '

* Happy while on Earth they breathe 5
‘ Mightier Joys ordaind to know,
Trampling on Sin, Hell and Death,
To the third Heaven they go.”

" Now if thefe Things are fo, -what reafonable Man,
can’deny (fuppofing the Scriptures to be true) that Gop.
is now vifiting this Nation, in 3 far other Manner thap
we had Caufe to expect? Inftead of pouring out his,
fierce Difpleafure upon us, he hath made us yet another
Tender of Mercy : So that even when Siz did moft
abound, Grace hath muck.more abounded.

6. Yea, the Grace of GOD avhich bringeth Salva- -
tion, prefent Salvation from inward and outward Sip;.
hath abounded of late Years in fuch a Degree,, ag nej-
ther we nor our’ Fathers had known. How extenfve is:
the Change which has been wrought on the Minds and,
Lives of the People! Know ye not that the Soand is
gone forth into all the Land ?* That there is fcarce gy
City or confiderable Town to be found, where forgg,
have not been rouzed out of the Sleep of Death,,
and conftrained to cry out, in the Bitternefs of theg
Soul, What mift I do to be faved ? 'That this eeligious;
Concern has-fpread to every Age and Sex; to moft Or-y
ders and- Degrees of Men? To abundance of thofe,
in partiehlar, who in time paft, were accounted Mon-,
fers of Wickednefs, drinking in Iniguity like Water, and
committing all Uncleanne/s avith Greedinefi,

: . H 7. In

. ~



.,

L(86) .

». In what Age has fuch a Work been wrought,
confidering the Saviftnefs as well as the Extent of it ?
When have fuch Numbers of Sinners in fo fort a Time
been recover'd from the Error of their Ways? When
hath Religion, 1 will not fay, fince the E{fvrmatian,
but fince the Time of. Conflantine the Great, made fo
large a Progrefs in any Nation, within fo {fmall a Space ¢
I believe, hardly can either antient or modern Hiftory,
fupply us with a parallel Inftance..

8. Let underftanding Men obferve alfo the ‘Depth of
the Work, fo extenfively and faviftly wrought. It is
not a flight or fuperficial Thing: Rat Multitudes of

-

Meén have been fo throughly convinced of Sin, that their -

Bones aere fmitten afunder, as it. were with a Sword,
dividing the very Foints and Marrow. Many of thefe
have been fhortly after fo filled with Peace and Foy in
beliewing, that whether they were in the Body, or out

‘of the Body, they could fecarcely tell. And in the -

Power of this Faith they have trampled under foot,
whatever the Werldaccounts either terrible or defirable :
Having evidenced in the fevereft Trials, fo fervent a
Love to GOD, fo invariable and tender a Goodwill to
Mankind, icularly to their Enemies, and fuch a
Meafure of all the Fruits of Holinefs, as were not un-
worthy the Apoftolic Age. Now fo deep a Repen-
tance, fo firm a Faith, fo fervent Love and unblemifh'd
Holinefs, wrought in fo many Perfons, within fo fhort
a Time, the World has not feen for many Ages.

- 9. Nolefs remarkable is the Purity of the Religion
which has extended itfelf fo deeply and faviftly. Ifpeak
" péirticularly, with regard to the Do&rines held by thofe,
afiong whom it is fo extended. Thofe of the Church

+s there a Body of People in the Realm, who, Number-
.for Number, fo clofely adhere to what our Church de-
livers as pure Dottrine? Where are thofe who have
approved and do approve themfelves more. orthodox,
more found in their Opinicns ¢ Is there a Socinian or
Arian among them all? Nay, were you to recite the
wholé Catalogue of Herefies, enumerated by Bp. P;zr-

. . on,

3
~

of England, atleaft, muft acknowledge this. For where °
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fon, itmight be'ask'd, Whqcan lay any one of thefe to
their Charge ?

Nor is their Religion more pure from Herefy, than it
is from Superfiition. In former Times, wherever an un-
ufual Concern for the Things of GOD hath appear'd,
on the one hand frange and erroneous Opinions cont.nual-
ly fprung up with it; on the other, a Zesa/ for Things
which were no Part of Religion, as tho’ they had been
effential Branches of it. And many have laid as great *
(if not greater) Strefs on Trifles, as on the weightier
Matters of the Law. But it has not been fo in the pre-
fent Cafe. No Strefs has been laid on any thing, as
tho’ it were neceflary to Salvation, but what is undeni-
ably contain’d in the Word of GOD. And of the
‘Things contain’d therein; the Strefs laid on_each, has

“been in proportion to the Nearnefs of its Relation, to
what is there laid down as the Sum of all, the Love of
GOD and our Neighbour. * So pare from Superflition,
fo throughly fcriprural is that Religion, - which has lately
fpread in chis Nation.

10. It is likewife rational as well as feriptaral 3 it is
as pure from Entbufiafm, as fram Superffition. It is
true, the contrary has been continually affirmed. But®
to affirm is one thing, to prove is another. Who will
prove, That it is Entbufiafm to love GOD? Even tha’
we love him with all our Heart? To rejoice in the Senfe
of his Love tous? To praife him, even with all our
Strength? Who is able, to make good this Charge,
againit the Lowve of all Mankind? Qr, laying Rheto-
nical Flourithes afide, to come clofe to the Queltion and -
"demonfirate, That it is Enthufiafm, in every State weare
in, therewith to be comtent ? { do but juft touch om
the gemeral Heads. Ye Men of Reafon, give me a
Man, whq, fetting Raillery and ill Names apart, will

- maintain this by dint of ument. If not, own tbis
Religion is the Thing you feek ; fober, manly, ratio-
nal, divine: However expofed to the Cenfure of thofe,
who are a¢cuftom’d to revile what they underftand not.

11. It may be farther obferv’d, the Religion of thofe
we now fpeak of, is entirely clear from Bigetry. (Per-
haps this might have been rank’d with Superfiition, of
. Ha which
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" which it feems to be only a particular. Species.)’ Tthey
“are in nowife bigotted to Opsnions. They do indeed
hold right Opinions. But they are peculiarly cautious,
not to reft the Weight of Chriftianity there. They

-have no fuch overgrown Fondpefs for any Opinions, -

as to think thofe alone will make them Chriftians, or
to confine their AffeCtion or Eficem to thofe who agree
with them therein. There is nothing they are more
‘fearful of than this, leaft it fhould fteal upon them
unawares. Nor are they bigotted to any particular
Branch, even of Praical Religion. They defire in-

- deed to be exal in every Jot and Tittle, in the
very {malleft Points of Chriflian Pra&ice. But they
are not attached to one-Point more than another ;
“they aim at uniform, univerfal Obedience. They.
corzend for nothing #rifling, as if it was important ;
for nothing indifferent, as it it were neceflary ; for no-
thing circumfantial, as if it were eflential to Chri-
ftianity ; but for every thing in its own Order.

12. Above all, let it be obferved, that this Reli-
gion has nd® Mixture of Kice or Unbolinefs. It gives
no Man of any Rank or Profeflion, the leaft Licence’
to'fin. It makes no Allowance to- any Perfon, for

. Ungodlinefs of any Kind. Not that all who follow
" after have attained this, eitber are already perfe& :
But however that be, they plead for-no Sin, either In.
ward'ar Outward. They condemn every Kind and
Degree thereof, in themfelves as well as in other
Men. Indced, moft in themfelves ; it being their
conftant Care, to bring thofe Words home to their
.own Cafe, Whofoewer vjhall  keep the whole Luaw, axnd
" yef offend in ome Point, be is gailty of all.

13. Yet there is not found among them that ditter
Zeal, in Points either of fma)]l or of great Impor-
tance, that Spirit of Perfecution, which has fo often
accompanied the Spirit of Reformation. ’Tis an idle
Conceit, that the Spirit of Perfecution is among the
Papifts only ; it is. wherefoever the Devil, that cld
Murderer, works 3 and he Rill aworketh in all the Children
of Difobedience. Of confequence, all the Children of
. Difobedience, will on a thoufand different Pretences,
and
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and in a thoufand different ‘Ways, . fo, far as Goo
pe:mits, perfecute the Children of Gop. But what i3
‘ftill more to be lamented is, that the Children of
‘Gop themfelves, have fo often ufed the fame Wea=
pons and perfecuted othérs, when the Power was in
their own Hands. ‘
- Can we wholly excufe thofe venerable Men, our
great Reformers themfelves, from this Charge ? I fear
not, if we ‘impartially read over any .Hiftory of the
Reformatian. What Wonder s it then, that when
the Tables were turned, Bp. Bonner or Gardiner {hould
make Reprifals ? That they fhould meafure to others
{indeed good Meafure foaken together) what had before
been meafured to them? Nor isit firange, when we
confider the fingle Cafe -of Foezn Bocker, that Gop
fhould fuffer thofe {otherwife) holy Men, Archbifhop
Cranmer, Bp. Ridley, and Bp. Latimer, todrink of the
fame Cup with her: - : '
14. But can you find any Tinéture of this in the
Cafe before us ? Do not all who have lately known
the Love of Gob, know avhat Spirit they are of ? And
that the Son of Man is not come to defiroy Men's Liwes,
but to fave them? Lo they approve of the ufing
any Kind or Degree of Vislence, on any Account or
Pretence whatfoever, in Matters of Religion ? Do
they not hold the Right every Man has to judge for
bimfelf, to be facred and inviolable ?} Do they allow
any Method of bringing even thofe who -are fartheft
- our of -the Way, who are in the groffeft Errors, to
the Knowledge of the Truth, except the Methods of
Reafon and Perfuafion ? Of Love, Patience, Gentle-
nefs, Long-fuffering? Is there any thing in their
‘Pra&ice which is inconfiftent with this their conftant
Profefion ? Do they in faét hinder their own Relie
tions or Dependents from worfhipping Gon accor~
ding to their owr Conftience ? When they believe
them to be in Error, do they ufe Fyree of any Kindy
in order to bring them. out of it? Let the Inftances,
if there are fuch, be produced. But if no fuch_are
- to be found, then let all reafonable Men who believe
the Bible, own, That a Work of Gop is wrought in
o - Hg our



IL 1. And yet thole whe can dfcorn the Face of
the Sky, cagnot difcern she Signs of she Times. Vet
thofe who are efteemed wile, Men do not know,
that Gop Js now reviving his Wark upon Earth.
_Indeed concerning fome of thefe the Reafon is plain ;
they Ansaw not, becaufe they sbink net of it. Their
“Thoughts are otherwife employ’d ; their Minds are
taken up with things of quite a d'fferent Nafure. Or
peshaps, they may think of it a Jirt/e now and then,
when they have nothing elfe_to do ; buf not ferioully),”
“or. deeply ; not with any Clofenefs or Auention of
Thought. They are too much in Hafle to aueigh
the Fats whereof we fpeak, and to draw the juft In-
ferences therefrom : Nor is the Conviction which they
may fometimes feel fuffered to fink into their Hearts ;
bat things that have a larger Share in their Affec-
sions foon deftroy the very Traces of it. *

2. True it is, that thére are fome who think more
deeply," who are accuftomed to confider things from
the Foundation, and to lay Circumftances together,
that they may judge of nothing before they have full
£vidence : And yet even fome of thefe appear to be
¢u doubt, concerning the prefent Wark., Xgow,'ﬁip-
pofing it to be a Work of Gop, how can this be ac-
counted for? That they who fo diligenty inquire
concerning it, dl;) no:f kn(;_w hthed Tilme of th;i; Vifita-

..gion ? Perhaps becaufe of the deeply rooted Prejudice
v,w(i’;ich they ll:rought with them to the Enquil;y,?y:thd
which il hagging on their Minds, makes it fcarce
pofiible for them to form an impartial Judgment. Per-
haps even a flight Prepofeffion might occafion their

fambling on fope of thofe Rocks of Offence, whi;h
. 4
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By the wife Permififon of Gon, alwaf did and always
will attend any Revival of his Work, Nay, it may

be, their very Cantion was carried to Excefs.- T
would not judge,' before they had fuch Evidence as
- the Neture of the thing would not admit, or atleaft
Gop did not fee fit to give. = o .
3. All "this is very eafy to-conceive.- Bu¥ it may at
firlt appear furprizing, to find Men of Renown, Men
feppofed to be endow’d with Knowledge, and with A«
bilities -of every “Kind, - flatly, openl}',' eremptorily
ngin‘g. that there has-been any umufual Work' of Gop
2t Q1IF Yea, a late eminent Writer goes farther yet;
“aécéunts: it an - Htance of downright Entbufin/m, to
imagine, that there s ‘any extraordizary Work now.
‘wrought upon the Earth *. -
It avails not to fay, ¢ Nd, he does not deny this,
%¢ but he denies it to be the Work of Gop™.: This
is palpably trifling : For the Work under Confideratioh
Isof fuch a Nature (namely, the ‘Converfion of Meh
From -all Mammer of Sin, to Holinefs -of Heart and
‘Life) that'if it be-at.any Time wroaght at all, &t muft
be the Work of Gop : Seeing it is Gop alone, and
not any Child of Man, who is able*t0 deffroy - 2he
" Works of the Devil. ; ' ‘
Yet neither is this difficult to be accoanted for, #
we confider ‘things more -clofely : For the fame Pre-
fudice whigh keeps fome in doubt, may eafily be conk
ceived fo to influence others, as to make them wholly
" deny the'Work of Goo. And this it may do in"fe-
‘veral Ways : It may either bring- them to queftion
the Fafs related, and hinder their endeavouring tb
be more fully informed ; or prevent their drawing fuch,
Joferences from thofe Faltey as they would otherwife
fee to be plain and undeniable. Yea, and it will
give ten-fold Weight to the Offences which muft
‘come, fo as to over-ballance all Evidence whatfo~
ever, ) . L o
4. This ‘alfo May account ‘Rir the Behaviour. of
thofe, who not content to fufpénd their Judgment, or
20 a7y the Work of Gop, go farther ftill, even to the

# Obfervations, Past 111, :
2 ’ *Length:
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Length of, cpmradiing and blafpbeming. - Nay, fome
ofptvghtefe'have exprefled - a deeper Abhorr;ncye, and
fhewn a ftronger Enmity | againft this, than they were
ever known to do agamft Popery, Infidelity, or any
Herefy whatfoever. Some have perfecuted the In-
Sfiruments whom it pleafed Gop to ufe herein, only
not to the Death : And others have treated in the
fame Manner, all thofe whom they termed their Fo/
- dowers. A few Inftances of this it may.be proper to
mention, out 6f very many which might be recited.
.. 5. On the zoth of Fane 1743, a great, Multitude of
People gathered together, chiefly .from Walfal, Dar-
Jeflon and Bilfton, in Wednefoury Church-yard, Staf~
fordfbire. ‘They went from thence (after by found-
ing a Horn they had gathered their whole Company
together) to Mr. Earox’s Houfe, in the Middle of
the Town, who was at that Time Conffable. He
went to the Door with his Conftable’s Staff, and be-
gan reading the A& of Parliament againft Riots ; but
the Stones flew fo thick about his Head, that he
was forced to leave off reading and retire. They
broke all his Windows, the Door of his Houfe, and
a large Clock in Pieces. They went then'to above
four-fcore other Houfes, in many of which there were
pot three Panes of Glafs left. .

6. About Whitfuntide, 1 743. a Mobarofe at Darlefion,
{aear Wensbury) and broke all the Windows, (befide
ipoiling. many of their Goods) of Fofoua Cenftable,
Fobn Cotterell, Thomas Butier, Thomas Wilkinfon, Aa-
ron Lurgmore, William Powell, Ann Ewans, Walter
Cartery, Samue? Carter, and Thomas Wilks. -~ - .
 Edward Martin, dun Low, Foan Fletcher, Edward -
Horton, Mumford Wilks, Jof. Yardly and Robert Deacon
had all their Windows broke twice. .

. JFames Fofter, Widow Hires, and Fonathan Jones
had their Windows broke, and . Money extorted to fave
their Houfes. : L
. Fobn Fofter and . Foice Wood had their Windowsbroke,
.and their Goods broken and fpoil’d. R
. Fof. Spittle had his Windows broke, his Houfe broke
open, fome Goodsfpoil’d, and fome taken away.
] T - William
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William Woods had his Windows broke twice, and
was himfelf compelled to go along with the Rabble.
Elizabeth Lingham, a Widow with five Children,
had her Goods ipoiled, her Spinning-Wheel (the Sup-
port of her Family) broke: And her Parifp Allswance

_reduced from z's. and 64. to 1 5. and 6 d. & Week.

Valentine Amberfley had his Windows broke twice ;
his Wife, big with Child, beaten with Clubs.

George Wynn had his Windows and Goods broke, and
to fave his Houfe, was forced to give them'drink.

Thomas Day had his Windows and Goods broke, and
was forced to remove from the Town.

"Fofeph Stubs had his Windows broke thce, and hxs

. Wife {o frighted that fhe mifcarried.

7. On Fune 20. 1743. Fohn- Baker, at the Headlof
a large Mob, came to the Houfe of Fonas Turner, at
W{/l-Bramfwul near Wensbury, and asked him, ‘¢ Whe-

ther he wou'd eep from thefe Men that went preachmg

about, and go to the Church?” He arf{wered, I do go
to the Church. But I never fee any of you there. Pre-
fently one Daniel Oniens with a great Club, broke great
Part of the Window at one Blow, Others laid hold of
him and dragg’d him about Sixty Yards, before he
cou’d get lowfe from them. Afterwards they broke all

his Windows, and threw into‘the Houfe abundance of .

S:ones, to break his Goods.
" About 4 in the Afternoon, they came to tbc Houf

‘of Widow Turner, of Weft Bramrw:ck They threw in

Stones and Bricks fo faft; that fhe was forced to open
the Door and sun cut among them. One of her

On which they fell to throwing Stones at her, She ran
into a Neighbour’s Houfe 5 but before the cou'd fhut the
Door, they broke the Bottom off with a Brick End.
I‘hey followed her other Daugh'er with Stones, and
one with a great Stake. She ran into another Houfe,
much frighted, expeting to be murder’d. The Widow
asked, ¢ How can you come and abufe us thus i On
which one camé with a large Club, and {wore, *¢ If fhe
fpoke another Word, he wou'd knock her on the Head,
and bury herin the Ditch.”* Then he went and bmkfl
' a

" Daughters cried cut, * My Mother will be killed I
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all the Glafs that was left. The fame they did to many
of the neighbouring Houfes.

8. On the 16th of Fune, Fames Yeoman of Walfal,
faw Mary Bird in her Father's Houfe at #ensbury, and
fwore, * By G— you are there now: But we will -
kill you To-morrow.” Accordingly he came witha
Mob the next Day ; and after they had broke all the
Windows, he took up a Stcne and faid, *“ Now, by
G— I will kill yox.” He threw it, and ttruck her on
_ the Side of the Head. The Blood gufhed out and fhe
dropt down immediately.

The fame” Day, they came to Fobn Turner’s Houfe,
And after they had broke all the Windows, Cafements
and Cieling, one of them cried out, ¢ I fuppofe now
¢ you will go to yaur dear Jefus’s Wounds, and fee
““ them opened for you.” - .

Another of them took Mr. Hands of Wensbury by
the Throat, fwore be wou'd be the Death of him, gave
him a great Swing round, and threw him upon the
Ground. As foon as he arofe, one Equal Baker, gave
him a Blow on the Eye and knock’d him down again.
In about half an Hour, the Mob came to his Houfe,
and broke all the Windows, except about twenty Panes,
The Kitchen Windows they clear’d, Lead, Bars and
all, broke the Window-Pofts and threw them into the
Houfe. The Shop was fhut up (he being an Apothe-
cary :) But they quickly broke it open, broke all the
Pots and Bottles in Pieces, and deftroy’d all his Medi-
cines. 'They broke alfo the Shelves and Drawers in the
Shop to Pieces, and many of his Houfhold Goods.

In the latter End of Fune, Fobn Grifiths of Wenf-
bury, and Francis Ward went to Mr. D. Juftice of
the Peace. They told him the Condition they and
" their Neighbours were in, their Houfes broken, and -
their Goods fpoiled. He replied, “I fuppofe you fol-
¢ low thefe Parfons that come about. I will nei-

¢ ther meddle nor make.” .

* 9. On Fanuary 13, 1743-4, the Mob rofe again at
Darlefion, broke all the Windows of all who jfa/-
* Jowed this. Way (except two or three who bought
themfelves off) broke open feveral Houfes, and took

o . what
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what they liked, the People belonging to them being
fled for their Lives. , -

" About the fame time, the Reverend Mr, E— came
to Darleflon; and meeting fome others at Thomas For-
feaw’s, they drew up a Writing, and Nicholas Winjpur,
the Crier of the Town gave Publick Notice, ** Thatall
the People of the Society muft come to Mr. Forfbews’s,
and fign it; or elfe their Houfcs would be pulled down
immediately.” It was to this Effe&t, ¢ That they
would never read, or fing, or pray together, or hear
thefe Parfons any more.” :

" Several fign'd this thro’ Fear. They made every one
whokdid, lay down a Penny=— ¢ To make the Mob
drigk.” .

. 10. About Candlemas, the Wife of Fofbua Con-
flable of Darlefion was going to Wensbury, when a Mob -
" met-ber in the Road, threw her down feveral Times,

and abufed her in a manner too horrible to write. A
"Warrant was procured for fome of thefe. But one of -
them only was carried before'Mr. G———, who came
back and told his Companions, that the Juftice faid,
*¢ That they might go home about their Bufinefs.” On
this the Mob rofe again, came to Fofbua’s Houfe, and
deftroy'd all the neceflary ‘Goods therein. They like-
wile broke and fpoiled all his Shop Tools, threw the
Tiles off of the Roof of the Houfe, and pulled down
one Room, the Joift of which they carried away with
them. All his Gunlocks they took away; they tore
in Pieces all his Wife's Linnen, cut the Bed and Bed-
ftead, fo that it was good - for nothing, and tore her
Bible and Commeon Prayer Book all to Pieces. -She
and her FHusband retired to another Houfe. But one’
telling the Mob they were there, they fwore * they
would tear it down immediately, if the Man let them
flay any longer.” So they went out in the Froft and
Snow, not knowing where to lay their Head.

11. On Tuefday, Fan. 31, 1743-4 Henry Old came
to Fobn Grifith’s Houfe, faying, ** If he did not leave
Sollowing this Way, he had a hundred Men at_his Com-
mand, who fhould come and pull his Houfe down.” "
Soon after he brought fome with him ; but the Nbe:gh’-

: : r's
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bours.gave him Money, and fent him away for that_
ime. . .

., Mond. Feb. 6. between feven and eight at Night,’
came Part of the fame Company. Hearing them afar
off, Fobn and Wife faftened the Door, and left the
Houfe. Some of the Nei%hbours going in foon after,
found them deftroying all they could. Two Chairs
and feveral Bundles of Liunen, were laid upon the
Fire. After they had deftroy'd what they cou’d, they
loaded themfelves with Cloaths and Meat, and went
their Way. : , . v
‘. The fame Day public Notice was given at #aljal,
by a Paper fixt up there, * T'hat all who defign’d to

. affit in breaking the Windows, and plundering the
Houfes of the Methodifis at Wensbury, fhould be ready
af‘:l; tlen o'Cleck, the next Morning, on the Church-

'1 ‘Q’ :

" 12. The next Morning, Feb. 7, (being Shrove Tuef- -
day) about half an Hour after ten, great Numbers of
Men were gathered together on the Church Hill. Thence
they marched down, fome arm’d with Swords, fome
with Clubs, andxfome with Axes. They firft fell upon
Benjamin Watfow'sHoufe, and broke many of the Tiles
a_ndl all the Windows. Next they came to Mr. A/-

d:nbrook’s,. broke a fine Clock, with many of his Goods,
and ftole- all the Things they could carry away. The.
next Houfe was Fane Smith’s, whofe Windows they
broke, .with what little Goods fhe had. The next was
Mr. Bird’s; where they deftroyed every Thipg they
found, except what they carried away; cutting the
Beds in pieces, as they did all the Beds which they
could any where find. Thence they went to Mr. Ed;e’s
Houfe.s He was ill of 3 Fever; "fo, for a Sum of Mo-
ney, they patt it over. The next Houfe was Mr, Hand’s..
“They broke all his Counter, Boxes and Drawers, and’ -
all (except fome Bedfteads) that Axe or Hammer could
break.. They fpilt all his Drugs and Chymical Medi-’
cines, and flole every thing' they could carry, even all
his and his.Wife’s wearing Apparel, befide what thev
had on. . )

, 33 M.,
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13. Mr. Eaton’s Houfe ‘was next. T hey broke all
his Windows, and all his infide Loors in Pieces, cut
the Lead off his Houfe, deftroyed or ftole whatever
they could lay their Hands on. Some Gentlemen of-
fer’d to ftop them, if he would fign a Paper implying,
¢ That he would never hear thefe Parfons more.™
But he told them, ¢ He had felt already what 2 wound-
ed Confcience was; and by the Grace of GOD he
-would wound his Confcience no more.”

After they had done at Mr. Eaton’s, they plunder'd
feveral other Houfes in Wenfbury and Weft-Bramavick.
It is fcarce poflible to defcribe the Outrages they com-
‘mitted. Only they left them they plunder'd alive.

While they were plundering Fobn Turner’s Houfe, he
. waded thro’ the Brook, to try if he could fave fome of
-his Goods, - which one Dawid Garingtm was carryin
away. Upon which Garington told him, * It would be
the fame here as it was in i’elaud, for there would be
a Maffacre very quickly. And he vifh’d it was now.”
. 14. About eleven o’ Clock, Sarab, the Wife of Fobn
Sheldon, being told, the Mob was coming to her Houfe,
went and met them at the Gate, She ask’d Fobn Ba-
ker, their Captain, “ What they were come for ?*
‘He anfwer’d, *¢ If fhe would bave nothing more to do
with thefe Pegple, not a Penny worth of her Goods
fhould be hurt.” She made no Reply. Then they
broke the Door open, and began breaking and plunder-
ing the Goods. One coming 'out with a Fire fhovel,
fhe begp’d him, “ not to take it away."” He fwore,
¢¢ if fhe fpoke another Word, he would beat her Brains
out.” '

Fobn Sheldsw was this while helping Thomas Parkes
to hide his Goods, tho® he knew by the Noife they
avere breaking his own to Pieces. Between Two and
Three he came to his Houfe with Billiam Sitch. Wil-
liam asked Sarah, how fhe did? Saying, ¢ Por his
Purt, he took joyfully the fpoiling of his Goods.”” She
anfwered, that *“ feeing fo much Wickednefs, fhe could
not rejoice ; but fhe blefled GO D fhe could bear
it patiently, and found not the leaft Anger in her”
Fobn Shelden feeing™the 1Spoil they had made, fmiled

' : and
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and faid, “ Here is Work.”* His Wife told
him, “ if fhe had complied with their Terms, not one
Penny-worth would have been hurt.’® FHe replied,
¢ That if the had complied to deny the Truth, and
he had found his Goods whole on that Account, he
fhould never have been cafy as long as he lived ; but
lv:; blefled , GOD that fhe had rather chofen to fuffer
rong.” ’

The Mob continued to rife for fix Days together.
‘The Damage they did in and about #edrz/bury, at the
very loweft Computation, amounted to five hundred and -

- four Pounds, feventeen Shillings. + . .

Wednefday, O&ober 19, 1743, I came to Birming-

“bam, in my Way to Newcaflle. Thur(day, Oober 20,
feveral Perfons from Wednefbury earneftly defired me to
call there. I yielded to their Importunity, and went.
I was fitting and writing at Francis Ward's, in the Af-
ternoon ; when the Cryarofe, ¢ That the Darlefion
Mob had befet the Houfe.”” I call'd together thofe
that were in the Houfe, and prayed, that GOD would
[catter the People shat delight in War. And it was fo :
One went one Way, and one another; fo that in half
an Hour the Houfe was clear on every Side. But, be-
fore Five, they returned with greater Numbers. The
Cry of all was, ** Bring out the Minifter."

1 defired one to bring the Captain of the Mob into
the Houfe. After a few Words interchanged, the
Lion was as 2 Lamb. I then defired him to bring in
one or two more of the moft angry of his Companions.
He did fo ; and, in two Minutes, their Mind was chang
ed too. 1 then bad them who were in the Room make
Way, that I might go out among the People. As foon
as I was in the Midtt of them, I faid, ¢ Here I am:
¢ What do you-want with me?” Many cried ou,
¢ We want you to go with us to the Juftice.** I told
them, * That Iwill with all my Heart.” So I walk-
ed before, and two or three hundred of them followed,
to Bentley-Hall, two Miles from Wenfbury. But a
Servant came out, and told them, ** Jultice Lane was
not to be fpoken with. > Here they were at a Stand,
till one advifed to go to Juftice Perfeboufe, at Wg}l}/bl.

: S About
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About Seven we came to his Houfe: But he alfo fent
Word, ¢ That he was in Bed, and could not be fpoken
with.”

All the Company were now pretty well agreed, to

“ make the beft of their Way home: ‘But we had not
one 100 Yards, when the Mob of Walfal came pour-
ing in like a Flood. The Darleflon Mob ftood againt
them for a While; but, in a fhort 1'ime, fome being
knocked down, and others'much hurt, the reft ran away,
and left me in their Hands.

To attempt to fpeak was vain, the Noife being like
that of taking a City by Storm: So they dragged me
along till they came to the Town, at a few hundred
Yards Diftance ; where, feeing the Door of large Houfe
open, I endeavoured to go in: But a Man, catching:
me by the Hair, (my Hat having been caught awzy ac
the. Beginning) pull'd me back into the Middle of the
Mob ; who were as fo many ramping and roaripg Lions.
They hurried me from thence, through the main Street, -
from one End of the Town to the other. I continued
{peaking all the Time to thofe within hearing, feeling
no Pain or Wearinefs. .

A( the Weft End of the Town, feeing a Door half
open, I made towards it, and would have gone in; but
a Gentleman in the Shop would not fuffer me, faying,
.* They would pull the Houfe down, if I did.” How-
ever, here I ftood, and asked, “* Are you willing to hear
me fpeak ?*  Many cried out, ** No, no: Knock his
Brains out.” Others faid, * Nay ; bat we awi// hear
him fpeak firt.” I began asking, “ What Hurt have
I done you? Whom among yoir have I wronged in
Word or Deed #” And continued fpeaking till my Voice
fail’d. Then the Floods lifted up their Voice again ;
many crying out, * Bring him away, bring him away.

Feeling my Strength renewed, I fpoke again, and
broke out aloud into Prayer. And now, one of the
Men who had headed the Mob before, turned, and faid,
¢¢ Sir, follow me: ¢ Not a Man fhall touch a Hair of
your Head.” “Two or three more confirmed his Words.
At the fame Time the Mayor (for it was he that flood
in the Shop) cried out, for Shame, for Shame ; let

Tz him
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Bim go.” An honeft Butcher fpoke to the fame Effe& 3
and feconded his Words by laying ho!d of four or five,
¢pe after ancther, who were runnicg on the moft
fiercely. The Pecple then dividing to the Right and
Left, thofe three or four Men who had fpoken befere,
took me between them, ard carried me through the -
Midh ; bitterly protefting, ** They would krock down
any that touched him.” But on the Bridge .the Mob
rzllied again: We therefcre went on one Side, over a
Miil dam, and therce thro’ the Meadows, till a little
after Ten, GOD broughyme fafe to Wensbury, having loft
only a Part of my Waificcat, and a little Skin from
one of my Hands. ' ;

I believe every Reafonable Man will allow, That no-
thing can pofibly excufe thefe Proceedings: Seein
they are open, bare-faced Violations both of Juflice an
Mercy, and of all Laws Divine and Human.

* I 1. 1 fuppofe no Proteftant will undertake to de-
fend fuch Proceedings, even toward the vileft Mifcreants,
But abundance of Excufes have been made, if ndt for
ofpofing it thos, yet for demying this Work to be of
GOD, and for not acknowledging the Time of our
Vifitation.
" Some alledge, That the Do&Zrines of thefe Men are
Falfe, Erroncous and Enthufiaftick : That they are mew,
and unheard-of till of Jate : ‘I'hat they are Quakeri{m,
Fanatici{fm, Popery. - ]
‘This whole Pretence has been already cut up by the
Roots ; it having been fhewn at large, that every
‘Branch of this Doétrine, is the plain Doétrine of Scrip-
_tare, interpreted by our own Church. Therefore is
cannot be eitker Falje or E¥roneous, provided the Scrip-
ture be True. Neither can it be Entbufiaflick, unlels
the fame Epithet belongs to our Articles, Homilics and
Litargy, Nor yet can thefe Doétrines be term’d New :
No newer, at leaft, than the Reign of Queen Eliza-
beth 5 not even with Regard to the Way of Expreffion,
the Manner wherein they are propofed.. And as to the
Subftance, .they are more antient flill 3 as antient not
only as the Gofpel, as the Times of Jfaiab, ot David,
' - or
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or Mofis, but as the firft Revelation of Gop to Max.

" If therefore they were unbeard-of till of late, in any
" that is term’d a Chriftian Country, the greater Guilt is -

-

on thofe, who as Ambaffadors of Chrift, ought to pub-

lith them Day by Day.

Fanaticifin, if it means any Thing at all, means the
fame with Enthufiafm, or Religious Madnefs, from

‘ -which (as was obferved before) thefe Doctrines are diftant

-as far as the Eaft from the Weft. ~ However, itis a con-

wenient Ward to be” thrown out, upon any Thing we -

- do not like ; becanfe fcarce one Reader in a Thoufand,

has any Idea of what it means. If any Part of this

* Dorine is held by the Quaters, there is the more Rea-
fon to rejoice. J wou'd t0 Gop they held it all : Tho’

the Dottrine itfelf, wou'd be neither better nor worfe

-for this.

Popery in the Mouth of many Men means juft no-
thing ; or at moft, ¢ Something very horrid and bad.*
But Popery, properly fpeaking, is, The Diftinguifbing

*Do&rines of the Church of Rome. They are fumm’d
‘up in the Tawelve Articles which the Council of Trext,

added to the Nicene Creed. Now who can find the
leaft Connexion between any of thefe, and the Dottrines

" whereof we are fpeaking ?

2. Others alledge, “ Their Do&rine is too ftriét, -
They make the Way to Heaven too narrow.” And
this is in Trath the “Original Obje&tion, (as it was al-
moft the only one for fome Time) and s fecretly at the
Bottom of a Thoufand more, which appear in va-

rious Forms. - But do they make the Way ta

Heaven any parrower, than our Lord and his Apoftles
made it? Is their Dotrine friCter than that of the
Bible ? Confider only a few plain Texts. Thou fbalt

“- love the Lord thy God ewith all thy Heart, and with all

thy Mind, and aith all thy Soul, and with all thy
Strength—For every idle Word ahich Men fball fpeat,
they fpall give an dccount in the Day of Fudgment.--
Whether ye eat or drink, or whatever ye doy do all to
the Glory of God.  If their Do&rine is ftri€ter than this,
they are to blame. But you know ia your Confcience,
it is not. - And who can tie one jot lefs ftri®, without
s . 3 cor=
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_orrupting the Word of GOD ? Can any Steward of the

Myferies of GOD be found faithful, if be change any

"Part of that facred Depofitum ? No. He can abate

.

nothing, he can foften nothing. He is confirained to
declare to all Men, * I may not éring down the Scrip-
ture to your Tafte. Yeou muft come up to it, or perith
for ever.”

3. This is the real Ground of that other popular Cry,
concerning ‘¢ the Uncharitablenefs of thefe Men.” UQ-

charitable are they ? In what refpe&t ? Do they notfeed

the Hungry and clothe the Naked? * No, That is
not the Thiog. They are not wanting in this, But

they are fo Uncharitable in judging ! They think none

can be faved, but thofe of their own Way. They
damn all the World befide themfelves.”

What do you mean ? ¢ They think none can be fa-
ved, but thofe of their own Way.” Moft furely they
do. For as there is but One Heawen, fo there ‘is but
One Way toit: Even the Way of Faith in Chrift, (for
we fpeak not of Opinions, or outward Modes of Wor-
#1) the Way of Love to. GOD and Man, the Higb-
way of Holinefs. And is it uncharitable, to think or
fay, That none can be faved, but thofe who walk in
this Way ? Was he then uncharitable, who declared,
He that believeth not foall be damned ? Or he that faid,
Follow - Holinefs, awitbout swbich no .Man fhall fee the
Lord # And again: Tho’ I beflow all my Goods to feed
vhe Poor, and tho' 1 give my Body to be burned, yevif I

" bave not ayamxw, Charity, Love, all this profite.h . me

nothing.”
¢ But they damn all, you fay, befide themfelves.’
Dann all| What kind ofy Word is this? They damn.
‘00 Man, None is able to damn, any Man, but the
Lord and Judge of all. What you probably mean by
that ftrange %.xpreﬂion is, They declare that Goo
condemns all, befide thofe who believe in Jefus Chrift,
and love him and keep his Commandments. And fo
muft you alfo, or you fin .againft - Gop, and your
Neighbour and your own Soul. But is there any Ux-
charitablenefi in this? In warning Sinners to flee from
the Wrath to come ? On the contrary, not to- warna .
. poor

2
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‘poor, blind, flupid Wretch, that he is hanging over
'gl?eorMouth og“l-riell, would be fo inexcufable agWant
of Charity, as would bring his Blood upon our own
Head.

4. But there is no room for Difpute, touching thefe
Dosrines in general, feeing our Lord gives you fo
Elain a Rule, by which you may eafily and infallibly

now, whether they be of Gop. The Tree is known
by its Fruit : Either therefore make the Tree good, and.
_itoqFruit good; or elfe, make the Tree corrupt and its
Fruit corript, (Matt. xii. 33.) Now what Fruit ddos
the Tree before us bring forth } Look.and fee; be-
lieve your own Eyes and Ears. -Sinners leave their
Sins, The Servants of the Devil become the Ser-
" vants of Gop. Is this good or evil Fruit? That
Vice  lofes ground, and Virtse, pra&ical Religion,
gains ? O difpute no more. Know the Tree by its
_Fruit. Bow and own the Finger of Gob. :

But many who own thefe Do&rines to be of Gopo,

yet cannot be reconciled to the Infiruments he hath

. made ufe of. A very common * Exception taken
againft thefe is (and was from the Beginning) * That
" they are fo young.”” Therefore (abundance of Men
have readily inferr’d)  This Work cannot be of
. GO«D-” ‘ . ,

Perhaps they are not fo young as you conceive.

Mr. Whitefield is now upwards of Thirty 3 my

* Brother is Thirty-feven Years of Age. I have lived
-above Forty-two Years. And-a Gentleman in Corm=
awall, for whom 1 often preach, has the Merit of
having lived Threefcore and feventeen Years.

But fuppofing the Antecedent true, what a Confe- -
quence is this ? What Shadow of Scripture have you
to fupport it ? Doth not Gop fend by avhem be will
fend 2 And who fhall fay to him, What doft thou ?
““ Thefe are too young; fend elder Men.”” What
Shadow of Reafon ? Is ¥ not poflible, that a Perfon
of Thirty or Forty may have as true a Judgment
in the Thingsof Gop,and as great a Bleffing attend-
ing his Preaching, as one of Fifty or Four-fcore ?

X
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I with you would explain yourfelf a little on this Head :
Scire welim, verbo pretium quotus arroget annus ?

" How old do you require a Man to be, - before
Gép fhall have Leave to fpeak by his Mouth ? e—
O my Brethren, who ceuld have believed any ferious
Man wou’d once have named fuch an Argument s
this ? Seeing bath Scripture and Reafon teach, that
Goo herein giveth Account to mome of his Ways. But
he worketh ﬁy whomfoever-he avil/ work ; he fhew-
eth Mercy by whom he wi/l fhew Mercy.

6. “ But there dre only @ Few young Heads.” I
cannot but obferve here, what great Pains have been
taken, what Diligence thewn, to make and to keep them
Few. What Arts have not heen ufed, to keep back
thofe, of the Clergy in particular, who have been
<learly convinced from time to time, that they ought
to-join Hearts and Hands in the Weork ? On this Oe-

cafion, it has been accounted meritorious to Jfay all

mannsy of Ewil of us fulfely : To promife them what-
ever their Hearts defired, if they wou'd refrain from
thefe Men: And, on the other hand, to zhrearen them
with heavy things, if ever they went among them
-‘gaore. So that how fully {foever they were convin-
ced, they could not a& according to their Conviétion,
wnlefs they could give up at once- all Thought of
Preferment, either in Church or State ; nay, all Hope
of even a Feliowfip, or poor Scholarfbip, in either
Univerfity. Many alfo have been threaten’d, that if
‘they went on in this Way, whatlittle they had fhould be
taken from them. And many have, on thisvery Ac-
count, been difown’d by their deare® Friends and
peareft Relations. So that there was- no Poffibility
" the Number of thefe Labourers fhould ever be in-
ereas’d at all, unlefs by thofe who could break thro®
¢ll thefe Ties, who defired nothing in the prefent
World, who counted neither their Fortunes, mnor
Friends, nor Lives dear unto themfelves, fp they
might only #eep a Confeience woid of Offence toward
Gop gnd toward Men, - . :
7. But what do you infer from their Frwnefs?
T hat becaufe they are Few, therefore Gop cannot 'wa;l
’ 4

N\
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7 them ? Upon what Scripture do you ground this ?

thought it was the fame to Him, to fave by meny or

. & feav. Upon what Reafon ? Why cannot Gon fave
Ten thoufand Souls by One Man, as well as by Ten

thoufand ? How little, how inconfiderable a Circum-

ftance is Number before Gop ? Nay, is there not Rea-

fon to believe, that whenfoeyér Gop is pleas'd to

work a great Deliverance, fpirituzl or temporal, he

may firlt fay, as of old, Tie People are too many for

me to give the Midianites igto their Hands ? May he .

not purpofely chufe Few as well as Inconfiderable In-
firuments, for the greater Manifeilation of his own

Glory ? .Very feaws, I grant, are the Inftruments now

employ'd: Yet a great Work is wrought already,

And the fewer they are by whom this large Harveft
hath hitherto been gathered in, the more evident muit
it appear to unprejudiced Minds, That the Work is
.pot of Map, but of Gop. ~ .
8. “ But they are not only Few, but Unlearsed
¢ alfo.” This is another grievous Offence ; and ig
by many efteem’d a fufficient Kxcufe, for not acknow=
ledging the Work to be of GOD. o
he Ground of this Offence is pagtly true. Some
of thofe who now preach are snlearned. They neither
underfland the antient Languages, nor any-of the
" Branches of Philofophy. And yet this Objetion might
have been fpared, by many of thofe who have fre-
quently made it : Becaufe tbey are Unlearned too (tho!
accounted otherwife.) They have rot themfelves the
very thing they require in others.

Men in general are under a great Miftake with Re-
gard towhat is called ¢ The Learned World.” They
" do not know, they cannot eafily imagine, how.little
" Learning there is among them. I do not fpeak of

Abfirufe Learning ; but of what all Divines, at leaft of

any Note, are fuppofed to have, wiz. The Knowledge

of the Tongues, at leaft Latin, Greek and Hebreww, and

of the common Arts and Sciences. .

How few Men of Learning, fo called, underftand

Hebrewy ? Even {fo far as to read a plain Chapter in

Gengfis ?-Nay, how few underfiand Greeé 2 Make afn

. eafy
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eafy Experiment.. Defire that grave Man, who is
urging this Objection, only to tell you the Englip of
the firft Paragraph that occurs in bne of Plato’s Dia-
logres } I am afraid we may go farther ftill. How
" few underftand Latin # Give one of them an Epifi/e of*
Fully, and fee how readily he will explain it, without
‘his Di&ionary. 1f he can hobble thro® that, 'tis odds
bl;tt a Georgick in Firgil, or a Satire of Perfius fets him
faft, '
" And with Regard to the Arts and Sciences : How
few underftand fo much as the general Principles of
Logick ?- Can one in ten of the Clergy (O Grief
of Heart!) or of the Maflers of Artsin either Uni-
verfity, when an Argument is brought, tell you even -
the Mood and Figure wherein it is propofed? Or
complegt an Enthymeme ¢ Perhaps you do riot fo much
-as underftand the Tesm : Supply the Premifs which is
wanting, in order to make ita full Categorical Syl-
ogifm. Can one in ten of them demonftrate a Pro-
blem or Theorem in. Euclid’s Elements ? Or define the
common Terms ufed in Metaphyficks ? Or intelligibly
explain the firft Principles of it ¢ Why then will they
pretend to that Learning, which they are confcious to
themfelves they have not } Nay, and cenfure others
~ who have it not, and do not prerend to it? Where are
. Sincerity and Candour fled ? . ’
It will eafily be obferved, that I do not depreciate
Learning of any Kind. The Knowledge of the Lau-
guages 1s a valuable Talent ; fo is the Knowledge of
the Arts and Sciences. Both the one and the other
may be employ’d to the Glory of GOD, and the
Good of Men. ButyetI ask, Where hath GOD de-
clared in his Word, that he cannot, or will not make
ufe of Men that have it not ?.Has Mofes, or any of
the Prophets affirmed this ? Or our Lord? Or any of
his ‘Apoftles? Youn are fenfible all thefe are againft
you. - You know the. Apoitles themfelves, all except
St. Paul, were awdes aypapparo xes idwras’ cOmmon,
unphilofophical, unfctter'd Men.
* 9. What! then-you make yourfelves Jike the
& Apofiles.™ Becaufe this filly Objection has fo cfet::
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been urged, I will for once fpend a ‘few Words upon
. it, tho’ it does not deferve that Honour. Why, muft not
every Man, whether Clergyman or Layman, be in
fome Refpedls like the Apofiles, or go to Hell ? Can any
Man be faved, if he be rot holy, Jike the dpofiles ? A
Follower of them, as they were of Chrift ? And ought
not every Preacher of the Gofpel, to be in a peculiar
Manner Jike the Apofiles, both in holy Tempers, in
Exemplarinefs of Life, and in his indefatigable La-
bours for the Good of Souls? Woe unto every Am-
baflor of Chrift, who is not ike the Apojtlesin this!
In Holinefs; in making full Proof of his Miniftry 5
in fpending and being fpent for Chuift! We canno,
and thesefore we meed not be like them, in aworking
Outaward Miracles. But_ we may and ought, inwork-
.ing together awith GOD for the Salvation of Men.
And the fame GOD who was always ready to help
their Infirmities, is ready to help Ours alfo. He who
made them Workmen that needed not to be afbamed,
will teach us allo rightly to divide the Word of Truth.
In this Refpe&t likewife, in Refpect of his baving Help
Jfrom GOD, for the Work whereunto he is called,
_every Preacher of the Gofpel is /ike the Apofiles. O-
therwife he is of all Meh moft miférable.
10. And I am bold to affirm, that thefe unletter’d
. Men, bawe Help from GOD for that great Work, the
. faving Souls from Death; feeing he hath enabled,
and doth enable them #ill, to urn many to Righ--
teoufnefs. Thus hath he defiroyed the Wifdom of the
Wife, and brought to mought the Underflanding of the .
Prudent. When they imagined they had effeétually
fhut the Door, and blocked up every Paflage, whereb
any Help could come to two or three Preachers, wea
in Body as well as Soul ; who they might reafonably
believe wou'd, humanly fpeaking, wear themfelves out
in a fhort Time : When they had gain'd their Point,
by fecuring (as they fuppofed) all the Men of Learn-
ing in the Nation ; He that fitteth in Heaven laughed
them to feorm, and came upon them by a Way they
thought not of. Out of the Stomes he raifed up
thofe who fhosld beget Children to Abrabam. W;
. ha
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tiad no more Forefight of this than you, Nay, we had
the deepeft Prejudices againft it : ~Until we counld not
"but own, that GOD gave ¥Wifden from above to thefe
unlearned-and ignorant Men ; fo that the Work of the
Lord profper’d in theic Hand, and Sinners were daily
converted to GOD.
- Indeed in the one Thing which they profefs to know,
they are not ignorant Men. I truft there is not one of
them who is not able to go thro’ fuch an -Examination,
in fubftantial, prafical, -experimental Divinity, as few
of our Candidates for holy Orders, even inthe Univer-
Gty (I {peak it with Sorrow and:Shame, and in tender
Love) are able todo. But Oh! what Mabpner of Exa-
mination, do moft of rkofe Candidates go thro’? And
what Proof are the Tefimonials commonly brought (as
folemn as the Form is wherein they run) either of their
Picty or Knowledge, to whom are intrufted thofe Sheep,
which GOD hath purchafed with his'own Blood * :
.11, “ But they are Laymen. .You feent to'be fen-
fible yourfelf, of the Strength of this Objection. For
as many as you have anfwered, I obferve you have ne-
“wer once fo much as touched on this.” ,

I have not. Yet it was not Diftruft of my Caofe,
but Tendernefs to you which occafioned my Silence,
I had fomething to advance on this Head alfo: Bat I
was afraid you could not bear ft. I was confcious to
myfelf, that fome Years fince, to touch this Point, was
to touch- the Apple of my Eye. And this makes me
almoft unwilling to fpeak now ; leaft I fhould /back the
Prejudices I cannot remowe. : .

Suffer, me however, juft to fintimate to you fome
Things, which I would leave to your farther Confide-
ration. The Scribes of old, who were. the ordinary
Preachers’ among the Fews, were not Priefs ; they
were no better than Laymen. Yea, many of them
were incapable of the Priefthood, being of the Tribe of
Simen, not of Lewi. . .

Hence probably it was, that the Fews themfelves -
never urged it as an Objection to our Lord’s Preaching
{even thofe who did not acknowledge or believe, that
he was fent of GOD in aa ¢xiraordinary Charalter)

' that
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that he was no Prieff after the Order of  daron. Nor
idxzeed could be; feeing he was of the Tribe of Ju-
. Nor does it a , that any objected this to the A-’
es. So far from it, that at Antioch in Pifidia, we'

d the Rulers of the Synagogue fending unto Pavl and”
Barnabas, Strangers juft come into .the City, faying,.
Men and Brethren, if ye bave any Word of Exbortation.

Jor the People, fay o», A& xiii. 15.

If ‘we confider thefe Things, we fhall be the lefs fur-"
prized at what occurs in the eighth Chapter of the 4&s:
At that Time there was a great. Perfecution againft the.
Courch, and they were all feattered abroad : (i. e. all the
Church, all the Believers in Jefus) throughout the Regions’
of Judea gnd Samaria, (v. 1.) Therefore they that awere!
Jeattered abroad, awent every where preaching the Word,

“(v. ¢.) . Now, what Shadow of Reafon have we to fay’
or think, that all thefe were ordained before they
. preached? ' )

© -1z, If we come to later Times; Was Mr. Calvin,
ordain’d ? Was he either Prieft or Deacon? And were
not moft of thofe whom it pleafed GOD to employ in’
promoting the Reformation abroad, Laymenalfo ¥ Could -
that great Work have been promoted at all in many.
Places, if Laymen had not preach’d?  And yet how fel-
dom do the very Papiffs urge this, as an Objeétion
againft the Reformation? Nay, as rigorous as they are
- in Things of this Kind, they themfelves appoint, even’

.in fome of their ftritefk Orders, that * if any Lay-
brother believes himfelf called of GOD, to preach as &,
Mi/fionary, the Superior of the Order, being inform’d
thereof, ihall immediately fend him away.” . ’

- In all Proteftant Churches it is ftill more evident, that-
Ordination is not held a neceflary Prerequifite of Preach-
ing: For in Sweden, in Germany, in Holland, and I be-
lieve in every reform’d Church in Eurpe, itis not only
permitted but required, that before any.one is ordained,'
{before he is admitted even into Deacon’s Orders, Wwhere-.
exer the Diftinction between Priefts and Deacons is re-
tain’d) he fhould publickly preach a Year or more, ad
" probandam facultatem. Aanor this Prattice, t.he)il be-'

- cve
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lieve they have the Authority of an exprefs Command
of GOD: .Let thefe firft be proved : Then let them ufe.
she Office of a Deacon, being found blamelefs, 1 Tim:
iii. 10. ’ : :
13. “ In Englond, however, there isnothing of this.
Kind; no- Lgyman permitted to fpeak in publick, **
No! Can youbeignorant, that in.an hundred Churches,
they do it continually ? In how many (particularly in'
the Weft of England) does the Parifh-Clerk read one of
the Leflons ? (In fome he reads the whole Service of*
the Church, perhaps, every Lord’s Day) And do not
ether Laymen conftantly do the fame Thing, yea; in'
our very Cathedrals? Which: being under the more’
immediate Infpe@ion of the Bifbeps, fhould be Patterns-,
to all other Churches. P
Perhaps it will be faid, ““ But this is not Preaching.”
Yes, but it is, eflentially fuch. For what is it to preacs,
but gcditqre Verbum Dei ? To publifh the Word of
GOD ? And this Laymen do all over England ; panti-
cularly under the Eye of every Bifhop in the Nation.
Nay, isit not done in the Univerfities themfelves ?-
Who ordain’d that Singing Man at Chri# Church ? Who
is likewife utterly unqualified for the Work, murdering
every Leffon he reads ? ‘Not even endeavouring to read
“3t as the Word of GOD, but rather as an Old Song ?-
Such a Layman as this, meddling at all with the Word
of GOD, I grant is a Scandal to the Eng/i/p Nation..
~ To go a Step farther.” Do not the Fundamental
Conttitutions of the Univerfity of Oxfird, the Statutes,
even as revifed by Archbithop Laxd, require every
Batchelor of Arts, Nine in Ten of whom are Laymen,:.
to read Three Publick Leétures in Moral Philofophy, -on
whatever Subjec he chufes? My Subje&, I well remem--
ber, was the Love of God. Now what was this but
Preaching ? : ) :
Nay, may not 2 Man be a Dofor of Divinity even
in Oxford, tho’ he never was ordain’d at all ? The In-
ftance of Dr. Arawel/, (late) Re&or of Exeter College, is
frefh in every one’s Memory, ' :
‘Thefe are a few of the Confiderations that may rea- -
' : dily

N
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dily oceur to any thinking Man on this Head. But I
. -donot reft the Caufe on thefe. I believe it may be de-

fended a thorter Way. : : .

14. It pleas’d GOD, by two or three Minifters of
the Church of England, to call many Sinners to Repen-
tance : Who, in feveral Parts, were undeniably turn'd
from a Courfe of Sin, to a Courfe of Holinefs.

The Minifters of the Places: where this was done,
ought to have received thofe Miniiters with apen Arms<::
And to have taken them who had juft begun to ferve
-GOD, into their pecaliar Care ; watching over them
in tender Love, leaft they fhou’d fall back into the .
Snare of the Devil.

Inftead of this, the greater Part fpoke of thofe Mi-
nifters, as if the Devil, not GOD had fent them.
Some, repelled them from the Lord’s Table; Others -
‘ftirr'd up the People againft them, reprefenting them .
‘even in their Public Difcourfes, as Fellows not fit to
live : Papifts, Hereticks, Traitors ; Confpirators againit
“their King and Country. - C .

"~ And how did they watch over the Sinvers lately re~
form’d ? Even as a Leopard watcheth over his Prey.
They drove fome of them alfo from the Lord’s Table.; -
to which till now they had'no Defire to approach. They

“preached all Manner of Evil concerning them, openly

‘curfing them in the Mame of the Lord: They turned

- many out of their Work ; perfuaded others to do fo too,
and harraffed them all manner of Ways.

The Event was, That fome were wearied out, and
.fo turn’d back to their Vomit again. And then thefe
ﬁlood Paftors gloried over them, and endeavoured to
ake others by their Example. , :

15. When the Minifters by whom GOD had helpd
-them before, came again to thofe Places, great Part -of
‘thefr Work was to begin again ; if it cou’d be
againt But the Relaplers were often fo harden’d in Sin,
that no Imprefiion cou’d Be made upon them. :

What cou’d they do in a Cafe of fo extreme Neceffity-?
Where {o many Souls lay at Stake ? . . .

No Clergyman wou'd afiit at all. 'The Expedient

- Ka e - . that
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-that remained was, To find fome one among themfelves,
who was upright of Heart, and of found Judgment in
the Things of GOD: And tu defire him to meet the
reft as often as he cou’d, in order to confirm them, as
he was able, in the Ways of GOD, either by Reading
to them,  or by Prayer, or by Exhonigtion.
GOD immediateiy gave a Rlefling hereto.  In feve-
ral Places, by Means of thefe plain Men, not only
“thofe who had already:begun to run well, were hinder’d
from drawing back to Perdition ; but other Sinners alfo,
srcm Time to Time, were converted from the Error of
their Ways,
This Plain Account of the whole Proceeding, I take
-to be the beft Defence of it: I know no Scripture
which forbids making Ufe of fuch. Help, in a Cafe of
foch Neceflity. And I praift GOD who bas given
. even this Help to thofe paor Sheep, when ¢heir owsn
Shepberds pitied them not. - . .
. ‘¢ But does not the Scripture fay, No Man taketh
this Honour 20 bimfelf, but be that is called of GOD, @s
avas Aaron?” Nor do thefe. The Homour here men-
“tion'd is the Ptiefthood. But they no more take upon
“them to be Priefts than to .be Kings. They take not
upon them to adminifter the Sacraments, an Honour pe=
culiar to the Priefts of GOD. = Only.according to their
Power, they exhort their. Brethren, to continue in the
Grace of GOD. . . .
¢ But for thefe Laymen to exhort at all, is a Viola-
tion of ail Order.” )
What is this Order of which you fpeak ? Will it ferve
inftead of the Knowledge and Love of GOD: Wifl
this Order refcue thofe from the Snare of the Devil, who
are now taken Captive at his Will ? Will it keep them
who are efcaped a little Way, from turning back into
- Egypt # 1f not, how fhou'd I anfwer it to GOD, if ra-
ther than violate I know not what Order, I fhou’d fa-
erifice Thoufands of Souls thereto? I darenotdoit. It -
is at the Peril of my own Soul. ,
. “Indeed if :hy Qrder were meant, Trye, Cbhrifiian Di-
- {E5pline, whereby all the living Members of Chriﬁka'r_e
‘ ' nit
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knit together in one, and all that are. patrid and dead,
immediately cut off ' from the Body : This Order I re-
verence ; for it is of GOD. But where is it to be
-found? In what Diocefe, in what Town or Parifh,
within England or Wales ? Are you Retor of a Parifh
Then let us go no farther. Does this Order obtain
there ? Nothing lefs. .Your Parithioners are a Rope of
Sand. As few (if any) of them are alive to GOD,
fo they have no Connexion with each other, unlefs fuch
as might be among Tarks or Heatbsns. Naither have
you any Power to cut off from that Body, were it alive,
the dead and putrid Members, Perhaps you have no
Defire: But all are jumbled together, without any
Cire or Ceacern of yours. -

It is plain then, that what Order is to be found is not
among you, who fo loudly contend for it, but among
that very People whom you continually blame, for their
Fiolation and Contempt of it. The little Flock you
condemn is united togecher in One Body, by One Spirit :
So that ifore Member fuffers, all the. Members fuffer
awith it, if one be honour’d, all rejoice avith it. Nor
does any dead Member long remain ; but as foon as the
Hope of recovering it is palt, it is cut off. ,

Now fuppofe we were willing to relinquith our
Charge, and to give up this Flock into your Hands; -
wou’d jou obferve the {ame Order as we do now, with
-them and the other Souls under your Care? You dzre.
not: Becaufe you have Refpet of Perfons. You fear
the Faces of Men. You cannot ; becaufle you have not
overcome the World. You are not above the Defire of
Earthly Things. And it is impoffible you fhould eve
have any True Order, cr exercife any Ghriffian Dijii.
Pline, till you are wholly crucified to the World, till yoa
defire nothing more but GOD. :

- Confidler this Matter, I intreat you, a little farther.
Here are Seven Thoufand' Perfons (perhaps fomewhat
more) of whom I take Care, watching over their Souls,
as he that muft give Account. " In order hereto it lies
upon me (fo I jadge) at the Peril of my own Salvation,
o know not only their Names, but their Oatward a-d
Jaward States, their Difticulties and Daogers. Other
) K3 © wife
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wife how can I know, either how to guide them aright,
or to commend them to GOD in Prayer? l%ow
if I am willing to make thefe over to yox, will
watch over them in the fame Manner ? Will jyou take
the fame Care (or as much more as- you pleafe) of each
Soul as I have hitherto done ? Not fuch Curam Animarum
as you have taken thefe T'en Years in your own
Parith. Poor empty Name! Has not your Paris been
in fa&, as much a Sime-cure to you as your Prebend ?
O whzt an Account have yox to give, to the great
Shepherd and Bifhop of Souls!

18. Thete is one more Excufe for denying this
Work of Gon, taken. from the Inffruments imploy’d
therein: That is, ** That they are avicked Men.”
And a thoufand Stories have been handed about to
prove it.

But you may obferve, their Wickedne/s was not
heard of, till after they avemt about doing Good.
Their Reputation for Honefly was till then unblemifh'd.
But it was impoflible it fhould continue fo, when they
were publickly employed in tefifying of the World,
that its Deeds avere ewil. It could not be but the
Scripture thould be fulfill'd. The Serwant is not above
bis Mafler. If they bavve called the Mafler of the Houfs
Beclzebub, bow much more them. of bis Houfbold ?

Yet I cannot but remind confiderate Men, in how
remarkable a Manner the Wifdom of Gop has for
many Years guarded againft this Pretence, with refpe&
to my Brother and me in particular, Scarce any two
Men in Great Britain, of our Rank, have been fo held.
out, as it were, to all the World ; efpecially of thofe
who from their Childhood had always loved and ftu-
dioufly fought Retirement. “And I had procured what.
1 fought. I was quite fafe, as I fuppofed, in a little
Country Town, when I was required to return to Ox-
ford, without Delay, to take the Charge of fome young.
Gentlemen, by Dr. Morley, the only Man then in Ex-
gland to whom I could deny nothing. From that.
‘I'ime both my Brother and I (uttedy againft our
Will) came to be more and more obferved and known,
till we were more fpoken of, than perhaps Two fo.
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inconfiderable Perfons evet were before in the Nation.
To make us more publick ftill, as bone# Madmen at
leaft, by a ftrange Concurrence of Providences, over-
turning all our preceding Refolutions, we were hur-
ried away to America. However, at our Return from
thence, we were refolved to retire out of the Werld
at once ; being fated with Noife, Hurry and Fatigue,.
and feeking nothing but to be at Reft. Indeed for a
Joug Seafon, the greatet Pleafure I had defired, on
this Side Eternity, was . .

Tacitum Sylvas inter reptare falubres,
Querentem quicquid dignum [apiente bonoque.

And we had attain'd our Defire. We wanted nothing.
" We look'd for nothing more in this World, when we
were dragg’d out again, by earneft Importunity, to
preach at one Place and another, and another, and fo
carried on, we knew not how, without any Defign, bug
the general one, of faving Souls, into a Situation, which
had it been named to us at firlt, wou!d have appeared,
far worfe than Death. . .
_ 19. What a furprizing dpparatus of Providence was
here! And what ftronger Demonttrdtions cou’d have
been given, of Men’s ating from a Zea/ for Goo,
whether it were according to Knowledge or no? What
Perfons could, in the Nature of Things, have been (an-
tecedently) lefs liable to Exception, with regard to their;
Moral Chara&ier, at leaft, than thofe the All-wifeGon
hath now employ’d? Indeed I cannot devife whae
manner of Men could have been more unexceptionable
on _all Accounts. Had Gop indued us with greater
natoral .or acquired Abilities, that very thing might
have been turned into an Objetion. Had we been
remarkably drfeftive, it would have been Matter of
Objection, on the dther hand. Had we been Diffen-
sers of any Kind, or even Loaw-Church Men, (fo call’d)
it would have been a great Stambling-block in the Way
of thofe who are zealous for the Church. . And yet had
we continued in the Impetuofity of our High Charch
Zeal, neither fhould we have been willing to converfe,
S 2 with
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with Diffenters, nor they to receive any - Good at our
Hands.  Some Obje&tions were kept out of the Wzy,
by our known Contempt of Money and Preferment:
. And others, by that rigorous StriCtnefs of Life, which
we exalted, not of others, but ourfelves only. Info-
much, that twelve or fourteen Years -ago, the Cenfure
of one who had nédrrowly obferv’d us, (me, in parti-
cular) went no farther than this ; :

“ Does F— beyon(i his Strength perfift to g
** To his frail Carcafe literally Focl;e &%
¢ Carelefs of Health, as if in hafte to die,
~* And lavith Time t' infure Eternity | *

So that upon the Whole, I fee not what GOD could
‘have done more in this Refpe@t which he hath not
done: Or what Inflruments he could have employ’d
in fuch a Work, who would have been lefs liable to
Exception.
- zo. Neither can I conceive how it was poflible to -
do that Work, the doing of which we are ftill under .
the firongeft- Conviftion, is bound upon us at the Pe-
ril of our own Souls, in a lefs exceptionable Manner.
We have, by the Gr.ce of GOD, behaved not only
with Meckne(s, but with all Tendernefs toward all
Men ; with all the Tendernefs which we conceived it
was poffible to ufe, without betraying their Souls. And
from the very fisft, it has been our efpecial Care, to
deal tenderly with our Brethren of the Clergy. We
have not willingly provoked them at any Time ; nei-
ther any fingle Clergyman. We have not fought Oc-
c¢afion to publith their Faults; we have not x/2d a
thoufand Occafions that offered. When we were con-~
. ftrained to fpeak fomething, we fpake as flittle as we
" believ’d we could, without offending GOD : And that
hLittle, tho' in plain and ftrong Words, yet as milaly
and Jovingly as we were able. And in _the fame
Courfe we have fteadily perfevered (as well as in ear-
neitly advifing others to tread in our Steps) even tho’
we faw, that with regard to Them, by all this we pro-
fited nothing ; tho® we knew we  were ftill continually
' : repre-
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veprefented as implacable Enemies to the Clergy, as Rai-

lers agninft them, as Slanderers of them, as feeking all
Opportunities to blacken and afperfe them. When a

'Clergyman himfelf has vehemently accafed me of do-
- ing this, I blefs GOD he could not provoke me to do it.

1 till kept my Mouth as it were with a Bridle, and
vommitted my Caufe to a higher Hand.

21, The Truth is, you impute that Hatred to us,
which is in your own Breaft. (I fpeak not this" of all
the Clergy ; GOD forbid ! But let it fall on whom it
concerns.) You, it i5 certain, have fthewn the utmoft
Hatred to s, and in every poflible Way : Unlefs you
were altually to beat us. (of which alfo we are not
without Precedent) or to fhoot us thro’ the Head.

"And if you could prevail upon others to do this,-I
Aduppofe you would think you did GOD Service. I

do not fpeak without Ground. _I have heard with my

.own Ears fuch Sermons (in Staffordfbiré particularly)

that I fhould not have wonder’d, if as foon as we
came out of the Church, the People had ftoned me

‘with Stones. And it was a natural Confequence of

what that poor Minifter had lately heard, at the Bi-.
fhop’s Vifitation ; As it was one great Caufe of the
miferable Riots and Outrages which foon followed. °

It is this, my, Brethren, it is your own Preaching

‘and not surs, which fets the People ‘againff you. The
“very fame Perfons who are diwerted with thofg

Sermons,
cannot but 4¢/pi/z you for them in their Hearts : Evea
thofe who on yeur Authority believe moft of the Af-
fertions which you advance. What then muft they-
think of you, who know the greateft Part of what

‘you affert to be utterly falfe ? They may pity and

pray f‘%; you ; but they can ¢ffeem you no other, than
itnefles againft GOD and your Brethren. -

22. ** But whatNeed is there {fay evenfome of amil-

der Spirit) of this Preaching in Fields and Streets 2 Are

there not Churches enough to preach in ?” No, my

.Friend, there are not; not for us to preach in.
.You forget : We are not fuffered to preach there ;
- elfe we fhould prefer them to any Places whatever.
"% Well, there are Minifters enough without yoa.”” Mi-

nifters
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niters enough, and Churches emozgh ; for .what ? To
reclaim all the Sinners within the four Seas ? If there
were, they would all be reclaim’d. But they are not
reclaimed. Therefore it is evident, there are not
Churches emough. And one plain Reafon why, not-’
withftanding all thefe €hurches, they are .no.nearer
being reclaimed is this: They never come into a
Church ; perhaps not oncein a Twelvemonth, perhaps
not for many Years together. Will you fay (as I have
known fome tender-bearted Chriftians). “ Then it is
“ their oawn Fault ; let them die and be damn'd.” I
grantit is their own Fault. And fo it was my Fault
and yours, when ave went aftray, like Sheep that were
loft. Yet the Shepherd of Souls fought after s, and
went after us into the Wildernefs. And oughteft not -
2hou to bave Compaffion on thy Fellow-ferwants, as he
bad Pity on thee ? Ought not we alfo o feek, as far
as in us lies, and to fave that wbich is loff ? o
Behold the amazing Love of GOD to the Qutcafts
of Men! His tender Condefcenfion to their Folly !
They would regard nothing done in the sfual Way.
All this was loft upon them. The ordinary Preach-
" ing of the Word of GOD, they would not even deign
to hear. So the Devil made fure of thefe carelefs
ones. For who fhould pluck them out of his Hand ?
‘Then GOD was moved to Jealoufy, and went out
of the ufual Way to fave the Souls which he had
* made,. Then over and above what was ordinarily
fpoken in his Name, in all the Houfes of GOD in
the Land, he commanded a Voice to cry in the
Wildernefs, Prepare ye the Way of the Lord. The'
Time is fulfilld. The Kingdom of Heaven is at bands
Repent ye and believe the Gofpel. L :
23.  Confider coolly, if it was not highly expedient,
that fomething of this kind fhould be } How expedient,
were it only on the account of thofe poor Sinners againft .
their own Souls, who (to all human Appearance} were
utterly inacceflible every other Way ? ‘And what Num-

bers of thefe are flill to be found, even in or mearour .

+ moft populous Cities? What Multitudes of them were
Jome Years fince, both in Kings-awood, and the I;ﬁ
o
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about Nerwcaﬁle? Who, Week afier Week, fpent’

the Lord’s Day, either in the Ale-houfe, or in idle Di-
verfions, and never troubled themfelves about going to:
Church, or to any publick Worfhip at all? Now,"
would you really have defired that thefe poor Wretches:
fhould have finn’d on, till they dropt into Hell? Sure-
ly you would not. But by what other Means was it’
pofiible they fhould have been pluck’d out of the Fire 2°
Had the Minifter of the Parifh preach’d like an Angel,
it had profited them nothing ; n’;r they heard him not.
But wﬁen one came and faid,  Yonder is a Man_
preaching on the Top of the Mountain,” they ran in’
Droves, to hear what he would fay. And Gobp fpoke .
to their Hearts. It is hard to conceive ‘any -thing elfe.

which could have reach’d them. Had it not been for
Field-preaching, the Uncommonnefs of which was the

‘very Circumftance that recommended it, they mauft

have run on in the Error of their Way, and periftid in
their Blood. SRR
24. But fuppofe Field-preaching to be, in a Cafe of
this Kind, ever fo expedient, or even meceflary, yet
who will conteft with us for this Province? May,
we not enjoy this quiet and unmolefted ? Unmoleft-
ed, I mean, by any Competitors. For who is there
among you, Brethren, that is willing (examine your
own Hearts) even to fave Souls from Death at this
Price? Would not yox let a thoufand Souls perifh,-
sather than. you would be the Infirument of refcuin
shem thus? I do not fpeak now with regard to Con=
fcience, but to the Inconveniences that muft accompany.
it. Can gyou fuftaip them, if you wosld? Can you'
bear the Summer-Sun to beat upon your naked Head ?
Can you fuffer the wintry Rain or Wind, from whatever
Quarter it blows ? Are you able to fland in the open
Air, without any Covering or Defence, when Gop
cafteth abroad his Snow lﬁge Wooll, or fcattereth his
hoar Froft like Afhes? And yet, thefe are fome of the’
finalleft Inconveniences which accompany Field-preach-
ing. Far beyond all thefe,are the Contradiion of Sin-,
ners, the Scoffs both of the Great Vulgar, and the
Small ; Contempt and Reproach of every kind ; often
more
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more than verbal Affronts, flupid, brutal Violences
fometimes to the hazard of Health, or Limbs or Life, -
Brethren, do you envy us #bis Homour ? What, I pray,
would buy you to be a Field-preacher 7 Or what, think
you, could induce any Man of common Senfe, to con-'
tinue therein one Year, unlefs he had a full Convittion
in himfelf, that it was the Will of Gop concerning
him ? :
Upon this Convi&tion it is (were we to fubmit to
thefe Things on any other Motive whatfoever, it would
furnith you with a better Proof of our Diffrafion than
any that has yet been found) that ave now do, for the
Good of Souls, what you cannot, will not, dare,not.
do. -And we defire not that you fhould ; but this one
‘Thing, we may reafonably defire of you: Do not in-
creafe the Difficulties which are already fo great, that
without the mighty Power of Gop, we muft fink under
them. Do not affift in trampling down a little Handful
of Men, who for the prefent ftand in the Gap, between
ten thoufand poor Wretches and Deftru&tion, till you
find fome others'to take their Place. ’

_ 25. Highly needful it is, that fome fhould do this,
left thofe poor Souls be loft without Remedy. And it
fhould rejoice the Hearts of all who defire the ‘King-
dom of Gob fhould come, that fo many of them have:
been fnatch’d already from the Mouth of the Lion,by an
uncomman (tho’ not unlawful) Way. This Circumftance
therefore is no juft Excufe, for not acknowledging the
Work of Gob. E(fchially,‘ if we confider, that when-
ever it has pleafed Gop to work any great Work upon
the Earth, even from the earlieft Times, he hath flept,
more or lefs, out of the.common Way: Whether to ex»
cite the Attention of a greater Number of People, than
might otherwife have regarded it; or to feparate the:
proud and haughty of Hearr, from thofe of an’humble,
childlike Spirit: The former of whom he forefaw, .
trufting in their own Wifdom, would fall on that Stone -
_and be broken; while the latter, enquiring with Sim-

* plicity, would foon knoWw of the Work, that-it was of
Goo. . -

: e - 26, “Nay
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€very Corner of our Land ?} And Thoufands of Sinners
In every County been brought to fear GOD and bonour
the King. ° ’
. Judge of what immenfe Service we might have
been, even in this fingle Point, both to our King and
Country. All' who hear and regard the Word we
preach, bonour the King for Gop’s fake. They render
unto Cazfer the Things that are Czfar’s, as well as
unto GOD the Things that are GOD's, They have
no Conception of Piety without Loyalty ; knowing tbe
Poavers that be, are ordained of GOD. I pray Gop
to ftrengthen all that are of this Mind, how many fo-
ever they be. But might there not have been at this
Day, an Hundzed thoufand in Emg/and, thus minded
more than are now? Yea verily ; even by our Mini-
ftry ; had not they who fhould have ftrengthened us,
weaken’d our Hands. '

35. Surely you are not wile ! What Advantages do
you throw away ! What Opportunities do you lofe ¥
Such as another Day you may earneftly feek, and ne-
vertheles may not find them. For if it pleafe Gop
to remove x5, whom will you find to fupply our Place? -
We are in all things your Serwants for i7efu: Jake ;
tho’ the moye we love you, the lefs we are loved. Let
us be employ’d not in the higheft, but the meaneft 5
and not in the eafieft, but the hottelt Service, Eafe
and Plerity we leave to thofe that want them. Let
us go on in Toil, in Wearinefs, in Painfulnefs, in Cold
or Hunger, fo we may but teftify the Gofpel "of the
Grace of Gon. The Rich, the Honoutable, the Great,
we are thoroughly willing (if it be the Will of our -
Lord) to leave to yox. .Only letus alone with the
Poor, the Vulgar, the Bafe, the Outcafts of Men.
Take alfo to yourfelves the Saints of the World: But
foffer us to call Sinners to Repentance 3 even the moft
vile, the moft ignorant, the moft abandon'd, the meft
fieree and favage of whom we can heir.  To thefe we
vill go forth in the Name of our Lord, defiring no-
thing, receiving nothing 6f any Man (five the Bread
we eat, while we are under his Roof) and let it be
feen, whether Gop hath fent us. Only, let not your

: Hands,
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Hands, who fear the Lord, be upon us, Why fhould
we be ftricken of yox ary more 2 .

. IV, 1. Surely ye are awithout Excufe, all who do
not yet know the Day of your Vifitation! The lay,
wherein the Great Gop, who hath been forgotten
among us, Days withour Number, is arifing at once
to be avenged of his Adverfaries, and to vifit and re-
deem his People. Are not his Judgments and Mer-
cies. both abroad ? And ftill, will ye not learn Righ-
tecufnefs ? Is not the Lord paffing by ? Doth not a great
and firong Wird already begin to rend the Mountains,
and to break in Pieces the Rocks before the Lord ? Is '
not the Earthguake alfo felt already ? And a Fire hath
begun to burn in his Anger.  'Who knoweth what will
be'the End thereof ? But at the fame Time, he is fpeak-
ing to many in a fill, fmall Voice. He that hath Ears
to hear, let him hear, leaft he be fuddenly deftroy’d,

. and that without Remedy !

2, What Excufz can poflibly be made for thofe, who"
are regardlefs of fuch a Seafon as this} Whoare at fuch’x
a Crifs, flupid, fenfclefs, unapprehenfive ; caring for
none of thefe things? Who ‘do not give themfelves
the Pains to think about them, but are flill ezfp and
unconcerned ? What | can there ever be a Point, on
which it more behoves you to think ? And thatwith
the cooleft and deépeft Attention ? As long as the
Heaven and the Earth, remain, can there be any thing
of fo vaft Impertance, as Gon’s [aft Call to a guilty
Land, juft penfhing in its Iniquity ! '

You, with thofe round -about you, deferved long

" ago to have drank the Dregs of the Cup of Trembling :

yea, to have been puni’d «.'th everlafling Deflruc-
tion, from the Prefence of the Lord, and from the Glory
of #is Power. But he hath not dealt with you ac-
cording to your Sins, nor rewarded you after your
Iniquities. And once more he is mixing Mcrcy with
Judgment. Once more he is crying aloud, Turn jye,
turn ye, from your evil Ways; for ahy will ye die,
O Houfe of Iﬁ'yael? And wjl‘[yygm not deign to give him
the Hearing ? If you arg no* careful to anfwer him

in

.
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in this Matter. Do you #till fhut your Eyes, and flop
your Ears, and harden your ftubborn Heart? O be-
ware, left Gop laugh at your Calamity, and mock
‘when your Fear cometh ! .

3. Will you plead, that you have other Concerns
to mind ? That other Bufinefs engages your Thoughts ?
It does fo indeed ; but'this is your Foolithnefs ; this
is the very thing that leaves you without Excufe.
For what Bufinefs can be of equal Moment? The Ma-
rinér may have many Concerns to mind, and many
Bufinefles to engage his Thoughts : but not when the
- Ship is finking. In fuch a Circumftance (it is your -
own) you have but one thing to think of. Save the
Ship and your own Life together! And the higher Poit
you are in, the more deeply intent fhould you be on
this .one Point. Is this a Time for Diverfions ? For
F.at.in%l and Drinking, and rifing up to play ? Keep
the Ship above Water.” Let all elfe go, and mind #4is
one thing ! . °, .

4. Perhaps you will fay, “ So I do. -I do mind
‘“ this ‘one thing, how to fave the finking Nation.
“ And therefore now I muft think of "drms and Provi-
“* fions. Ihave no Time now to think of Religion.”
This is exa@ly as if the Mariner fhould fay, * Now
‘I muft think of my Guns and Stores. I have no
‘““ Time now to think of the Hold.> Why, Man,
you muft think of this or perith. It is there the Leak
s {prung,  Stop that, or you .and all your Stores will
go together to the Bottom of the Sea.

Is not this your very Cafe? Then, whatever you
do, flop the Leak: Elfe you go to the Bottom! I do
not fpeak againft your Stores., They are good in
their Kind; and it may be well they are laid in.
But all your Stores will not fave the finking Ship, un-
lefs you can flop the Leak. Unlefs you can fome
Way keep. out thefe Floods of Ungodlinefs, that are
ftill continually pouring in, you muft foon be fwal-
lowed up in the great Deep, in thes Abyfs of Gop’s
Judgments. This, this is the Deftrultion ef the Ex-
glitb Nation. It is Zice, burfting in on every Side, that
15 juft ready to fink us, into Slavery firft, and then

into

4
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into the nethermoft Hell. #ko is a avife Man, and .

endued with Knoavledge among you ? Let him think of
this. Think of this, all that love your Country, or
that care for your own Souls. If now efpecially you
do not think of #his one Thing, you 'have no Excufe
before Gop or Man.

5. Little more Excsfe have you, who are flill in
deubt concerning this Day of your- Vifitation. For yoa
have all the Proof that yeu can reafonably expe& or
defire, all that the Natre of the Thing requires.
'That in many Places, Abundance of notorious Sinners
are totally reformed, is declared by a thoufand Eye
and Ear-witneffes, both of their prefent and paft Be-
haviour. And you are fenfible, the Proof of fuch a
Point as this, muft, in the Nature of Things, reft upon
Teflimony. And that Gop alone is able to work
fuch a Reformation, you know all the Scriptures teftify.
‘What would you have more ? What Pretence can you
have, for doubting any longer ? You have not the
leaft room to expect or defire any other, or any ftron-
ger Evidence. . ’

I truft, you are not of thofe who fort:fy themfelves
againft Conviétion ; who are *‘ re/olved they will never
¢ believe this.” They ask, * Who are thefe Men ?
We tell them plainly : Buc they credit us not. An-
other and another of their own Friends is convinced,
and tell themuthe fame thing. But their Anfwer is
ready, ® Are yoz turn'd Methodift too? 8o their
Teftimony likewife goes for nothing. Now how is
it poffible thefe fhould ever be convinced ¢ For they
will believe none but thofe who fpeak on oze Side.

6. Do youdelay fixing your Judgment, till you fee
a Work of GOD, without any Stumbling-blocks at-
‘tending it? That never was yet, nor ever will. Ir
muft needs be, that Offences awill come. And fcarce
ever was there fuch a Work of GOD before, with

fo few as have attended this. - :

When the Reformation began, what mountainous
Offences lay in the Way, of even the fincere Mem-
bers of the Church of Rome ? They faw fuch Failings
in thofe great Men, Luther and Calvin ! Their vehe-

. : ment
1
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« Why, I did once myfelf rejoice to hear (fays a grave
Citizen. with an Jir of great Importance) that fo many
‘Sinners were reform’d, till I found they were only tufn’d
from one Wickednefs to another ; that they were-tarn’d
from Curfing or Swearing, or Drunkennefs, into the no
\efs damnable Sin of Schifm.” :

" Do you know what you fay ? You have, I am afraidy .
a confufed Huddle of Ideas in_ your Head. And I
.doubt, you bave not Capacity to clear them up yourfelf's
“nor Coolnefs enough, to receive Help from others.
" However I will try. What is Schifm ? Have you any
determinate Idea of it ? T ask the rather becaufe I have
focnd, by repeated Experiments, that a Common En-
g/ifp Tradefman receives no more Light, when he hears
or reads * This is Schifm,” than if he heard or

read
‘Bombalio, [iridor, clangor, taratantara, murmur.

Honeft Neighbour, don’t bé angry. Lay down your
Hammer, and let us talk a little on this Head. -

You fay, *“ We are in_the damnable Sin of Schi/m,
and therefore in as bad a State as Adulterers or Mur-
derers. ) ,

I ask once more, what do yov miean by Schifm ?
#¢ Schifm! Schifm! Why, it is feparating from the
Church.” Ay, foitis. And yet eve feparating from
the Church to which we once belongeg. is not Schifm.
Elfe you will make all the Exglifs to be Schifmaticks,
in feparating from the Church of Rome. “‘ But we had

- juft Caufe.”  So doubtlefs we had ; whereas Schifm Js
2 caufeléfs Separation from the Church of Chrift. So
far fo good.  But you have many Steps to take, before
_you can make good that Conclufion, that a Separation
‘from a particular National Church, fuch as the Church
of England is, whether with fufficient Caufe or without,.
comes under the Scriptural Notion of Schifin.

However, taking this for granted, will you aver-m
«cool Blood, That all who die in fuch-a Separation, that
is, every one who dies a Quaker, a Baptift, an Indepen-
.dent or a Presbyterian, is as infallitly damn’d asif he

Lis died
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died ip thé A& of Murder or Adultery ? Surely you .
ftart at the Thought! It makes even Nature recoil.
How then can you reconcile it to the Love that boperh ail
Tbings ? : o

31. But whatever State they are in, who caufelersly
Jeparate from the Church of England, it affe@s not thofe
of whom we are fpeaking ; for they o mot feparate
fromitatall, ) .

You may eafily be-convinced of this, if you will
only weigh ‘the Particulars following. - S

. ‘1. A great Past of thefe, went to #o' Charch at all,
beofore they heard us preach. They no more pretended
$0 belong to the Church of England, than to the Church. -
of Muftevy. If therefore they went to #o Church now,
they wou’d be no f rther from the Church than they
were before. ' )

2. Thofe who did famsiimes go to Chureh before, go
three times as often now. - Thefe therefore do not fepa- -
. rate from the Church. Nay, they are united to it more

clufely than ever. "
3. Thofe who newer went to Church at all before, do
g0 now at all Opportunities. ~Will common_Senfe
allow any one to fay, that thefe are feparated fiom the
EChureh ? C L .
4+ ‘The main Queftion is, ‘Are they tari’d from doin
the Works of the Devil, to do the Works of GOD?
Do they now hve foberly, righteoufly and godly, ih
¢he prefent World?  If they ﬁo,’ if they live dccord-
ing to the Direions of the Church, believe her Doc-
trines, and join in her Ordinances: With what Face:
can you fay, that thefe Men feparate from the Church
- of Eag/aud;?v L R
. 82. Bat in what State are they whom theé" Cler--
¢y and Gentry Xand perhaps you for one) have fuc-
cefsfully laboured to ,preferve from this ‘damnable Sin
‘of Schifs ? Whom you have kept from hearing thefe
Men, and feparating from the Church ? )

Is not the Druniard that was, a Drunkard ftill ¥
Enquire. of his poor Wife and Family. Is not the
.common Swearer fill horribly crying to 'GOD for

Damnation
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Damnation upon his own Soul ? Is not the Sinver in
every -other Kind, exally the fame Man ftill ' Net
better at leaft, if he be not worfe, than he was ten
Years ago? =~ - ’ :
" Now confider, 5. Does the Church of England gain
either -Honour, or Strength, or Blefing, by {uch
Wretches as thefe calling themfelves her Members ? By
Ten thoufand Drunkards, or Whoremongers, or Coni-
mon Swearers ? Nay, ought fhe not immediately to
fpew “thém out? T'o renounce . all Fellowthip with
thém ? Would fhe not be far better withour them tha
with them ? Let any Man of Reafon j Fe : :
2. '1s this Drunkard's ca/ling himfelf of the Church
of Englend, of any more Ufe to him, than to the
Church ¥ Will this fave him from Hell, if he die in
his Sin ? Will it not rather increafe his Damnation ? -
3. Is not a Drunkard.of any other Church, juft as -
good as 2 Drankard of the.Church of England ? Yea,
is not a drunken PRapif 25 much in the Favour of .
Gop, as a dranken Proteflant ?
* 4. Isnot a carfing, fwearing Tur#, (if there be fuch
an one tg be'found) full as-acceptable o Gop, as a
carfing, fwearing Chriflian ? v :
Nay, 5. If there be any Advantage. does it not lie
on the Side of the former 2 Is he not the lefs imox-
cufable of thetwd I As finning againtt lefs Light# 7
"~ OWhy will you fink thefe poor Souls deeper into
Perdition, than :they are funk already ¥ Why will you
rophefy unto them Peace, Peace ; when there is no
'ﬁeace? Why, if youdo it not yourfelf (whether you
cannet, or will not, Gop knoweth) fhould you hin-
der us from guiding them into the Way of Peace ? .
33. Will you endeavour to excu/e yourfelf by faying,
¢ There -are not many whe are the better for your
 Preaching: And thefe by and by will be as bad
‘¢ as ever ; as fuch and fuch an one is alveady ? '
‘I would to -Gep I could fet thisin a juft Lightt
But Icannet, All Language fails. - '
Gop begins a glorious Work in our Land. You fet
yourfelf againft it with all your Might ; to prevent
its beginning where it does not yet appear, and te
: deftroy
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deftroy it where-ever it does. .In Part yeu prevail.

-You keep many from hearing the Word that is able to

fave their Souls. Others who had heard it, you induce
to turn back from Gop, and to lift under the Devil’s
Banner again. Then you make the Succefs of ycur
own Wickednefs an Excufe for not acknowledging the
Work of Gop ! You usge ¢ That not many Sinners
¢ were reform’d | And that fome of thofe are now,as
* bad as ever! ” .

Whofe Fault is this? Is if ours? Or your.own?
Why have not Thoufands more been reformed? Yea,
for every one who is now turned to Gop, why are

_there not Ten thoufand ? Becaufe you and your Affo-

ciates laboured fo heartily in the Caufe of Hell ; be-
caufe. you and they fpared no Pains, either to prevent
or to deftroy the Work of Gop ¢ By ufing all the
Power and Wifdom you had, you hinder'd Thoufands
from hearing the Gofpel, which they might have

. found to be the Power of Gop unto Salvation. -Their

Blood is upon your Heads. By inventing, or counte-
mnancing, or retailing Lies, fome refined, fome grofs and
palpable, you hinder’d others from preflting by what
they did hear. 2%u are anfwerable to Gop for thefe

"Souls alfo. Many who I:;gan to tafte the good Word,

and run the Way of God’s. Commandments, you by
various Methods prevailed on to hear it no more, ;' S0
they foon drew back to Perdition. But know, that
for every one of thefe alh, Gop will require an Ac-
count of yox in the Day of Judgmemt! . .. .
34. And yet, in fpite of all the Malice, and Wif=
dom and Strength, not only of Men, but of Principa-
Jities and Powers, of the Rulers of the Darknefs of this
World, of the avicked Spirits im bigh Places; there are
Theufands found, who are turn'd from dumb Idols, to
JServe the living and true GOD. What a Harveft
then might we have feen before now, if all who fay,
they are on the Lord’s Side, had come, - as in all rea-
fon they ought, to the Help of the Lord againfi the Migh-
2y? Yea, had they only not appofed the %Vork of Gop,
had they only refrained from his Meflengers ; might not
the Trumpet of Gop have been heard long fince in
every

- B
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26. “ Nay- (fay fome) but Goo is a Goo-of Vifdom.
And it is kis Work, to give Underflanding. Whereas
¢bis Man is one of them, and he is a Foa/. You fee
the Fruits of their Preaching.’ No, my Friend, you
don’t, That is your Miftake. A Foal very poflibly he
may be. So it appears by his Talking, perhaps Writ-
ing too. But this 1s noue of the Fruits of our Preach-.
ing. He was a Fool, before ever he heard us. We
found "and are likely to leave him fo. There-
fore his Folly is not to be imputed to us, even if
it continue to the Day of his Death. Aswe were not
the Caufe, fo we undertake not the Cure of Diforders
of this Kind. No fair Man therefore can excu/e himfelf
thus, from acknowledging the Work of Gop. ’
Perhaps you will fay, ¢* He is mot a Nataral Fool
neither. Bat he is fo ignorant ! He knows not the firft
Principles of Religion.’* It isvery poflible. Bat have
Patience with him, and he will know them by and by.
Yea, if he be in earneft to fave his Soul, far fooner
* than yon can conceive. And in the mean time, neither
is this an ObjeQion of any Weight. Many when they
begin to hear us, may, without any Fault of ours, be
utter Strangers to the whole of Religion. But this is
no incurable Difeafe. Yet a little while-and they may
" be wife unto Szlvation,
- Is the Tgnorance you complain of among this People
{you who obje¢t to thePeop/e more than to theirTeackhers)
of another Kind ? Den't they *‘ know, how in Meeknefs
_ to reprove. or inftruét thofe that oppofe themfelves ? ™
I behieve what you fay : Many of them do not: They
have not put on Gentlenefs and Long-fuffering. T with
they had : Pray for them that they may 7 that they
may be mild and patient toward all Men. But what if
they are not? Sure you do not make this an Argument
that Gop hath not fent us? Our Lord came, and we
come, not to call the Righteous, but Sinners to Repen-
. tance : Paffionate Sinners, (fuch as thefe whereof you
complain) as well as thofe of every other Kind. Nor
can it be expeted they fhould be wholly delivered
from their Sin, as foon as they begin to hear his Word.
27. A {reater Stumbling-block then this is laid be-
fore you, by thoie that fay and de nat. Such I take it
. . for
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for granted will be among us, altho® we purge them
out as faft as we can: Perfons that ta/k much of Reli-
gion, that commend the Preachers, perhaps are diligent
in hearing them: it may be, read all their Books, and
fing their Hymns; aod yet no Change is wrought in
their Hearts. Were they of old time as Lions.in their
Houfes ? They are the fame ftill. Were they (in low
‘Life) flothful or intemperate ? Were they tricking or
difhoneft? over-reaching or oppreflive ? Or did they ufe
to borrow and not pay ?  The Ethiogian bath not changed
bis Skin. Were they (in high L-fe) delicate, tender,
felf-indulgent ? Were they nice in Furniture or. Ap-
parel? Were they fond of Trifles, or of their owa
dear Perfonst  The Leopard bath not changed bher Spots.
Yet their being with us for a Timé proves no more,
than that we have not the miraculous Difcernment of
‘Spirits. - ' - :
Others you'may find in whom there was a real Change.
‘But it was only for a Seafon. They are now turned
‘back, and are twofold more the Children of Hell than
before. Yet neither- is this any manner of Proof, that
‘the former Work was not of GOD. No, not tho™thefe
Apoftates fhould, with the utmoft Confidence, fay all
manner of Evil againtt us. T expe¢t they fhould. For
every other Injary hath been forgiven, and will be to ~
the End of the World. But hardly fhall any one for-
‘give the intolerable Injury, of almoft perfuading him to
'i a Chriftian. When thefe Men therefore who were
with us, but went out from among us, affert Things
that may caufe your Ears to tingle, if you confider ei-
‘ther the Scripture, or the Nature -of Man, it will not
ftagger yon at all. Much lefs will it excufe you, for
not acknowledging the Work in general to be of GOD.
28. But to all this it may poflibly he replied, * When
ou bring your Credentials with you, when you prove
zy Mirrcles what you affert, then we will acknowledge
that GOD hath fent you.”’ . .
What is it vcu would have us prowe by Miracles?
“That the DofZrines we preach are true? This is not
-the Way to prove that: (as our firt Reformers replied
to thofe of the Church of Reme, who, you may pro-
-bably remember, were continually wurging them avich
oo » - this
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this veryDemand.)We prove the Do&rines we preach by
Scripture and Reafon ; and, if need be, by Antiquity.
" What elfe is it then we are to prove by Miracles ?

Isit, 1.- That 4. B. was for many Years without
Gop in the World, a common Swearer, a Drunkard, ‘a
Sabbath-breaker ? . ;
" Or, 2. That he is not fo now ? .

. Or, 3. That he ¢ontinued fo till he heard us preach,
‘4nd from that time was another Man ? ’
Not fo. The proper Way to prove thefe Faéls, is
- by the Teftimony of competent Witneffes: And thefe
Witnefles aré ready, whenever required, to give full
Evidence of them. . -
Or would you have us prove by Miracles,”
4. That this was not done by our own Poawer or Holi-
_nefs ? That Gop only is able.to raife the Dead, thofe .
who are dead in Trefpaffes and Sins? Nay, if you
. bear not Mofes®and the Prophets and ApoRles on this
Head, neither avould you believe the\ome rofe from the
Dead. IR '

It is therefore-utterly unreafenable and abfurd, to
require or expect the Proof of Miracles, in Queftions
of fuch a Kind, as are always decided, by Proofs of
quite another Nature. o
.. 29. ** But you felate them yourfelf.” "I relate juft
what I faw, from time to time: And this is true, that
fome” of thofe Circumftances feem to go beyond the
ordinary Courfe of Nature. But I do not -peremptori-
ly determine, whether they were fupernatural, or no#
Muchslefs do I reft upon them, cither the Proof-of
other Faf#s, or of the Do&rines which Y preach. I prove
thefe in the ordinary Way ; the one by Teftimony, the
other by Scripture and Reafon. S :

‘¢ But if you can work Miracles whenyou pleafe, is
not this the fureft Way of proving them ? This would
put the Matter out of Difpute at once, and fuperfede
all other Proof.” .
* You feem to lie under an entire Miftake, both as td-
the Nature and Ufe of Jiracles. It may reafonably
be queftion’d, whether there ever was that Man living

-‘upon Earth, except the Man Chrift Jefus, that could

: L=z ~ wozk
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work Miracles avben be pleafed. Gop only awben b
pleafed, exemed that Power, and by whomfoever it
plcafed him, ‘

But if a MNun could work Miracles avhen be pleafed,
yet is there no Scripture-Authority, nor even Example
tor doing it in order to fatisfy fuch a Demand as this.
Ido not read, that either our Lord, or any of his
Apottles, wrought any Miracle on fuch en Occafion,
Nay, how fharply dees onr Lord rebuke thofe whe
made a Demand of this Kind ? When certain of the .
Scribes and of the Pharifees anfavered, faving, Mafler,
e awould fee a Sign from thee ; (Obferve, this was their
Method of anfawering the ftrong Reafons whereby he
had juft preved the Works in queition to be of Gep !)’
He anfavered cnd feid to them, an evil and adulterous
Generation fesketh after a Sign. But there fball no Sign
e given to it,but theSign of the Prophet Jonas, Mat.xii.38,
39. Anevil and adulterous Generation | -Elfe they would
not have needed fuch a kind of Proof. Had they been
avilling to do his Will, they would, without this, have
known that the Do&rize was of Gop.

Miracles therefore are quite peedlefs in fuch a Cafe,
Nor are they fo conclufive a Proof as you imagine, If
a Man could and did work them, in defence of any |
Do&rine, yet this would not fuperfede other Proof. For
there may be wegara Yeudys, fing Wonders, Miracles
wrought in fupport of Falthood. 'Still therefore his
Do@rine would remain to be proved, from the proper

. Topicks of Scripture and Reafon. And thefe even
without Miracles are fuficient. But Miracles without
thefe are not. Accordingly our Saviour and all his
Apoftles, in the midft of their greatett Miracles, never
fail'd to prove every Dolrine they taught. by clear Scrip-
ture and cogent Reafon. . .

jo. I prefume, by this Time you may perceive the

Abfurdity, of demanding Miracles in the prefent

fe: Seeing one of the Propofitions in queftion, , -
(over and abeve our general Dotrines) wiz. * That Sin-
pers are reform’d,” can only be proved by Teftimony :
And the other, * This cannot ve done but by the Power

of GOD,” needs no Proof, being felf evident. ;

) “ Why
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‘ment Tenacionfmefs of their own Opinions 3 their Bitter-
tefi toward all who differ’d from them ; their Zmpa-
tience of Contradition, and utter Want of Forbeare:-ce.
even with their own Brethren. ) .
But the grand Stumbling-block. of all, was, their
.open avowed Separation from the Church ; their rg-
jeQting fo many of the Dofrines and Practices, whica
the others accounted the moft facred ; and their con-
tinual Invefives againft the Church they feparated
from, fo much fharper than Michaed’s Reproof of
Satan. . L
~ Were there fewer Stumbling-blocks attending the
Reformation in England ? Surely mo. For what was
Henry the Eighth ? . Confider, . either his Charaéer, his
-Motives to the Work, or his Manner of purfuing it
And even King Edward’s Minifiry we cannot clear, of
perfecuting in their Turns, yea and .burning Hereticks.
The main Stumbling alfo flill remained, viz. open Se-
paration from the Church. . .
7. Full as many were the Offences that lay in the
Way of even the fincere Members of the Church of
England, when the. People called Quakers firft pro-
fefled, that they were fent of Gop to reform the
Land. Whether they were or no, is befide our Que-
ftion : It fuffices for the prefent Purpofe to obferve,
that over and_above their open, avowed, total Separz-
tion from . the Charch,: and..their vehement Jnvefives
againft many of her Dofrines, and the whole Frame
of -her Difcipline : They {pent their main Strength in
difputing abaut Opinions and Externals, rather than.in
preaching Faith, Mercy, and the Love of Gop, .

In thefe Refpeéts, the Cafe was necarly the fame
when the Baptifis firft appeared- in England. . They
immediately commenced a warm Difpute, not concern-
ing the #itals of Chrittianity, but concerning the Man-
ner and Time of adminiftcing one of the External Or
dinances of it. And as their Opinion hereof totally
differed from that of all the other Members of the
Church of England, fo they foon openly declared their
- Separation from it, not without fharp Cenfures of thofe
that continued therein. . T R .
8. The
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8. The fame Occafion of Offence was, in a fmaller
Degree, given by the Prefbyterians and Independents :
For they alfo fpent great Part of their Time and
Strength, in oppofing the commonly received Opinions
concerning fome of the Cizcumflantials of Religion ;
and for the fake of thefe, feparated from the Church.

But 1 do not include that venerable Man, Mr. Pbilip
Henry, nor any that were of his Spirit, in this Num=
ber. I know they abhorred contending about Exter-
#als. Neither did they /feparate themjefves from the
Church. They continued therein, till they were dri-
-ven out, whether they would or no. I cannot but
tenderly fympathize with thefe ; and the more, be-
-caufe this is, in part, our own Cafe. Warm Men
- fpare no Pains at this very Day, to driwe usout of the
Chuarch. They cry out to the People, where-ever one
«of us comes, “ A Mad Dog, a Mad Dog! ™ If haply
-we might fly for our Lives, as many have done be-
fore us. And fure it is, we fhould have complied with
‘their Defire, we fhould merely for Peace and Quiet-
"nefs have left the Church long before now, but that
-we could not in Confcience do it. And it is on this
fingle Motive, it is for Confcience fake that we ftill
continue therein ; and fhall continue (Gop being our
Helper) unlefs they by Violence thruft us out. .

9. But toreturn. What are the Stumbling-blocks
in the prefent Cafe, compared to thofe in any of the
preceding ? .

We do nat difpute concerning any of the Extermals
.or Circumflantials of Religion. There is noxoom ; for
we agree with you therein. We approve of, and ad-
here to them all: All that we learned together when
we were Children, in.our Catechifm and Common-Prayer
Baok. We were born and bred up in your own Church,
and defire to die therein. We always were, and are
now, zealous for the Church; only not with a blind,
angry Zeal. We hold, and ever have done, the fame
Ojinions, which you and we received from our Fore-
fathers, But we do not lay the main Strefs of our
Religion on any Opimions, right or wrong: Neither do
we ever begin, or willingly join.in any ﬁgﬁm:concem-
. ing
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every Friend. to his King and Country, every Lover of
Peace, Juftice and Mercy, immediately to join and flop
any fuch godlefs Crew, as they would join to ftop a
Fire juft beginning to fpread, or an laundation of the
Sea. '

14. If, on the contrary, you join with that godlels
Crew, and ftrengthen their Hands in their Wickednefs,
muft not you, in all Reafon, be accounted, (like them)
a publick Enemy of Mankind? And indeed fuch muft
every one appear, in the Eye of unprejudiced Reafon,
who oppofes, dire@tly or indire&ly, the Reformation of
Mankind. By Reformation I mean, the bringing
them back (not to this or that Syftem of Opinions, or to
this or that Sett of Rites and Ceremonies, how decent
and figniftcant foever : but) to the calm Love of. GOD
and one another, to an uniform Pralice of Juftice,
Mercy and Truth. With what Colour can you lay any
Claim to Humanity, to Benevolence, to publick Spirit,
if you can once open your Mouth, ‘or- flir one Finger,
againft fuch a Reformation as this ?

*Tis a poor Excufe to fay, 'O, but the People are
brought into feveral erroneous Opinions.> It matters
not a Straw, whether they are or no ; (I fpeak of fuch
Opinions as do not touch the Foundation) ’tis fcarce
worth while to fpend ten Words about it. Whether -
they embrace this relizious'Opinion or that, is no more
Concern to me, than whether they embrace this or that
Syftem of Aftronomy. Are they brought to holy Tem-
pers and holy Lives ? This is mine, and fhould be your
Enquiry : fince on this both focial and perfonal Happi-
nefls depend ; Happinefs, temporal and eternal. Are
-they brought to the Love of GOD and the Love of
their Neighbour ? Pure Religion and undefiled is this.
-How long then will you darken Council, by Words aith-
out Knowledge ? 'The plain Religion now propagated is
Love. And can you oppofe this, without being an E-
nemy to Mankind ?

15. No; nor without being an Enemy to your King
and Country : Efpecially at Fuch a Time as this. For
however Men of no Thought may not fee or regard it,

or
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or he&oringlCowa'rds ma—)?brave it out, itis evident
to every Man of calm Refle€ion, that our Nation
ftands on the very Brink of Deftru&tion. And why are
we thus, but becaufe the Cry of our Wickednefs is gonme
up to Heaven? Becaufe we have-fo exceedingly, abun-
dantly, beyond Meafure, corrupted our Ways before the
Lord. And becaufe to all our other Abominations we
have added, the open fighting againft GOD; the not
only rejecting, but even denying, yea, blafpheming his
laft Offers of Mercy ; the hindgering others who were
defirous to clofe therewith ; the defpitefully ufing bis
Meffengers, and the varioufly troubling and oppreffing
thofe who did accept of his Grace, break off their
Sins, and turn to him with their whole Heart.

16. I cannot but believe, it is chiefly on this Account,
that GOD hath now a Controverfy aith our Land.
And muft not any confiderate Man be inclined to form
the fame{]udgment, if he reviews the State of publick
Affairs, for only a few Years laft paft? I will not enter
into Particulars. But, in general, can you poflibly help
obferving, that whenever there has been any thing like
a publick Attempt, to fupprefy this neww Seft (for fo it

"was artfully reprefented) another and another publick
Trouble arofe. This has been repeated fo often, that
it is furprizing any Man of Senfe can avoid taking notice
of it. May we turn at length to bim that fmiteth us,

_bearing the Rod and khim that dppointeth it ! May we
bumble ourfelves under the mighty Hand of GOD, before
the great Deep fwallow us up!

17. Juft now, wiz. on the 4th of this inftant Decem-
ber, the Reverend Mr. Henry Wickham, one of his Ma-
jefty’s Juflices of Peace for the Weft-Riding of Yorkfbire,
writes an Order -

To the Conltable of Kighley, commanding him. *to
convey the Body of Fomatham Reeves, (whofe real
Crime is, the calling “Sinners to Repentance) to his
Majelty’s Goal and Caftle of Yor4 : Sufpetted (faith the
Precept) of being a Spy among us, and a dangerous
Man to the Perfon and Government of his Majefty King

George™
GOD



Y
(239) N

GOD avert the Omen! I fear this is no Prefage
either of the Repentance or Deliverance of our poor
Nation ! '

18. If we will not turn and repent, if we will harden
our Hearts, and acknowledge neither his Judgments nor
Mercies ; what remains but the fulfilling of that dread=
ful Word, which GOD fpake by the Prophet Exckiel :
Son of Man, when the Land /frmetb againft me, by tref-
palfing grievoufly 5 then will I firetch forth my Hand up-
on it, and break the Staff of the Bread thereof ==Though
thefe three Men, Noah, Daniel and Job, awere in it, they
Jbould deliver but their owwn Souls. Or if I bring a Sword
gon that Land, and fay, * Sword, go thro® the Land :—

r if I fend a Peflilence into that Land, and pour out my
Fury upon it in Blood :=~Theugh Noah, Daniel and Job
awere in it, as I live, faith the Lord GOD, they fball de-
liver neither Son nor Daughter 5 they fball but delivver their
own Souls by their Righteoufnefs, Chap. xiv. ver. 13, 14,
17, 19, 20,

71'}19 bebold, therein fboall be left a Remnant, that Shall .
be brought forth, both Sons and Daughters.— And ye ball
be comforted concerning the Evil that I have brought upon
Jerufaleme—And ye fpall know that I hawe not done with-
out Caufe, all that I have done in it, faith the Lord GOD.
Ver. 22, 23. )

London, Dec. 18,
1745.
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