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ADVERTISEMENT.

HE Executors of Mr Wefley, having takea
T much pains, by notices and advertifemens;
o prevent the circulation of thefe Memoirs, or any
other account of Mr Wefley, than that which they
,aFe now preparing, and which is to be figned by
their names, the Public are re‘fpe&fully informed,
that the Rev. Dr. PrissTLEY, in a letter toa near
relation of the Author, has authenticated the cor=
refpondence between the Wefleys, which is fo fre-
<quently alluded to, in thefe pages: which authen.
tification is gratefully acknowledged, and would
‘have been inferted before the preface, had it not
-come too late for publication. This correfpond-
ence was not in Mr Wefley’s pofleflion; confe-
quently is not to be found among his papers.—
Whether the account the Executors fhall publifh,
will be found ¢ fpurious and hafty” or not, it is
tao foon to determine. It is hoped, however, no-
thing of this fort will frike the judicious reader in
the prefent work. Should their account be an im-
partial one, it is.more than the world expe&ts: end
in this cafe, we fhall certainly be not a little dif-
-appointed. ’
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“PROGRESS OF MrrHoDpIsM 1N Amsrica
CONTINUED.

M\ the artival of Dr Ceke in Ame-
i rica, in 1784; he found the fo-
cieties in a flourithing ftate, and confi-
derably increafed’ in. number. One of
“his firft efforts abroad, was in favour of
- the flaves; and it was determined in con-
+ference to endeavour the final abolition
“Wor. II. A
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of their captivity. The:-caufe-was cer-
tainly a good one ; for it was the caufe
of juftice and humanity. But it was a
-delicate fubjeét; and to manage it with
effet, required not only a degree of zeal,
but a large_proportion of dexterity and
judgmc'rit . which indeed muft always be

-the cafe, where intereft is concerned.
It is true, nothing can compenfate the
“1ofs of liberty ; nor is any confideration
of expediency or , public atility compe-
‘tent to fan&ify the violation of juftice and
the rights of men. The only palliation
of flavéry (for it’s vindication were im-
poffible) maft be found in the kind, ge-
nerous behaviour. of their mafters. It is
well known, that the condition of flaves
is not uniformly the fame. It varies ac-
cording to the temper of the owner, and
may be compared to that of fubjefts in
ap abfolute government ; very tolerable,
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where the fovereign is a man of wifdom
and benevolence ; but if a tyrant, mife-
rable in the extreme. The fituation of
flaves under fome mafters is, in point of
comfort, fuperior to that of the labouring
poor in Britain : and as this was the cafe
with many of thofe, among whom the
preachers laboured in America, we can-
not entirely-approve the expreflions of
their zeal, which, in fome inftances, al-
moft amounted to intolerance. One of
their leaders, when preaching the fune-
ral fermon of a gentleman and a b_roth:r,
obferves, that he < did not fay any goed
of him,” becaufe in this bufinefs*he had
been a thorn in his fide; not confider-
ing, that it is poffible his charder might
have been truly excellent, }(otwithﬂand-
ing this difference of judgment. Public
perfons have often occafion to be remind-
~ed of the advice of Hamlet to the play-
Az
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ers ¥; .and to be admonifhed that, con-
ftituted as human nature is, gentlenefs
and courtefy will 'do. infinitely more te-
ward the accomplithment of-a favourite
projeét, than.any of thofe clum{y, fulmi-
nating - meafures, which are beneath 3
man of -ability and  difcernment, ~and
which ignorance and rafhnefs. alene are.
capable of adopting. -We have no deubt,
‘that zeal in a good-caufe, and under pro-
per diretion, is virtue; but we know
too, that there-are cdles, in which it is:a
curfe, as well to it’s pofleflor, as to thofe
who fuffer from it’s unfeafonable explo-
fions. Much zeal and little difcernment, -
are the genuine chara@eriftics of a Mar-
plot. C

The exertions of Dr Coke and his
brethren, in the caufe of liberty, were
fometimes attended with difagreeable efe

~* ¢ Ufe all gentlyi”?
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fcs. Some offence was the natural
confequence of a tender point, not han-
dled in the moft delicate manner: and
more than onee liis pzrfon was in dan-
ger. Several riots were excited: and

e lady offered ¢ the rioters fifty pounds;
if they would give that little Dotor one
hundred lathes.”” DBat the Dotor was
in luck. Some: of his friends were of
the church militant: and a ftrapping
" eolonel interpofitig, the vapulation. did
not take place. Above all, feveral were
induced to comply with his exhortations, .
and a few flaves were emancipated.

The employmant of the preachers on
the continent. was laboricus ; though
perhaps it had it's agreements: for it has
been obferved, that few, who have gone
over, have thought proper. to return.
In"the courfe of the day, they frequsngly.
rode twenty or thirty miles through the-

A3 '
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wildernefs, preaching twice or thrice;
and fometimes to ‘confiderable congre-
gations. Their excurfions, through im-
menfe forefts, abounding in trees of all
forts and fizes, were often highly roman-
tic. Innumerable rivers and falls of was
ter ; viltas opening to the view, in‘con-
tralt with the uncultivated wild; deer
now fhooting acrofs the road, and now
fcouring through the woods ; -while the

. eye was frequently relieved by the ap-

pearance of orchards and plantations,
and the houfes of gentlemen and farmers
peeping through the trees, formed a
fcenery fo various and piturefque, as to
produce a variety of refletion, and pre-
fent, we will not fay, to a philofophic
eye, but to the mind of every reafonable

~ creature, the moft fublnne and agreeable

‘Qages
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"~ Their worfhip partook of the general
fimplicity. It was frequently conducted
in the open-air. The woods refounded
to the voice of the preacher, or to the
finging of his numerous congregations ;
‘while their horfes, faftened to the trees,
formed a fingular addition to the folem-
nity. It was indeed a ftriking piture:
and might naturally imprefs the mind
with a retrofpe&t of the antediluvian
days, when the hills and vallies re-echoed
the patriarchal devotions, and a Shetli
or an Enofh, in the thadow of a proje&-
ing rock; or beneath the foliage of fome
venerable oak, delivered his primeval
le@ures, and was a « preacher of righte-
oufnefs” to the people. .

“Among other agreements, may be rec-
koned the American hofpitality, the con-
fcioufnefs of being well employed, andtlie
fatisfaltion refulting from confiderations

A g4
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ef public utility. As many of the preach-
ers were men of fervent piety, this re.
fle&tion would have it’s full weight ; and-
the inftrution of the ignorant, and the
reformation of the profligate, would be -
confidered as the beft recompence of -
their labours. Spreading themfelves:
through the continent, they took in No-
va Scotia; Georgia; with the principal -
places iu both the Carolinas; Virginiay
Maryland, Delaware, Penfylvania; New -
Jerfey, and New York, and numbering
upwards of forty-three thoufand mem..
bers of fociety, exclufive of about eighty
itinerants, and a confiderable number of
local preachers, who took no circuits,
but affifted occafionally, in the neigh-
bourhood of their refpettive refidence.

The colonifts, in the infancy of me-
thodifm, conducted themf{elves with more
propriety than our own countrymen,

-~
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There was little or no perfecution, wor -

any thing like a riot, except ‘in one or -

two inftances, which have been mention--

- ed, as the confequence of the animadver.
fions on flavery ;.and - even -thefe were
produtive of .no mifchief... Not a crea.
turc was materially injured ; .no bones -
were brokeny nor any lives loft ; :which .
was not the cale in this country. . Here
many -thoufands of innocent people were
fabjet - to -the: grofleft indigniries, and -
feveral were eventually facrificed to the
fury of their perfecutors.

" While we commend the Americans -
for their behaviour, in oppofition-to the -
brutality of the Englith mobs, it may be -
proper to enquire into the fources of this .
ditin&tion. Something of this may have -
arifen from fimilarity of fentiment. The
Americans, from the firlt ‘beginnings of -
¢olonization, had been accuftomed to the
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dottrines of the old puritans and nons
conformifts; which, in many refpeéts;
have a near affinity to the methodiftic
tenets. The origin of methodifm in A-
merica was feldom, if ever attended, ei:
ther under the-difcourfes of Mr White-
field, or Mt Wefley’s preachers, with the
ridiculous effe@s with which it was ac-
companied in thefe kingdoms. Moft of
the preachers, who went over to the
continent, having laboured for fome
vears in Europe, previous to their crof-
fing the water, had exhaufted their wild:
fire : fo that'their difcourfes were more
fcriptural and rational than thofe of the
primitive methodifts.  Another reafon
may be found in the education of thé
Americans. As a peeplc; they are bet?
ter cultivated than the body of the Eng-
lilh. They are chiefly compofed of mer-
chants and a refpe&@able yeomanry: and
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there is but a fmall proportion of thme
clafs, fo fuper-abundant here, which we
diftinguifh by the term mob.

The only exception we have heard, to
their exemption from the extravagancies;
which in this country marked the infan:
cy of methodifm, is a cuftom they have
intrgduced in Maryland and Virginia,
Frequently, at the conclufion of a fer.
mon, the- whole congregation begin to
‘ pray and to praife God aloud.” ‘The-
uproar this muft create, may ecafily be
conceived. Some, we are told, are great
admirers of this- fpecies' of enthufialm,
in which every man is his own minifter,
and one fings and another prays with the -
moft difcordant devotion. But we will
not dignify fuch indecency with fuch a
name. It’s proper appellation is fanati-
cifim. We hope that, for the future,
religion will never appear in this coun-
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ey under fo odious a form'; :and greatly -
is-it-to be lamented, that,.among the -
friends of chriftianity; any fuch abfurdi-
ties thould arife, to furnith -infidels with
occafions of triumph. Some people will
never comprehend the diftin&ion: but
it is neverthelefs- true, that there is an
immenfe gulph - between-. religion- and :
enthufiafm...

The - generofity of the-colonifts kept :
pace with - their liberality. The large
and expenfive buildings, which they have
erefted for public ‘worfhip, almoft ex- -
ceed credibility : - and feveral tolleges are
founded for the inftru&ion-of youth. .
How far the propofed plan, of uniting -
*¢ genuine religion and extenfive learn«
ing,” will be carried into effed, time
only can difcover; It muft materially
depend on the charaéler of the prefidents .
and tutors, and the provifion .that fhali-
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“be made for their fupport. "Men of read
erudition will never be proéurcd at low
-falaries ; and it isin vain to attempt efta-
~ blifhments of this fort, without a liberal
- provifion ' for - the profeffors in évery
- branclr.of feience. 'Fwo- of thiefe places
:are called Cokefbury and Wefley Col-
.lege. " How they are endowed, or whe-
- ther they propofe 20 obtain authority to
. confer degrees, .we are not informed.
. But perhaps they are rather {chools than
: colleges :-which indeed is acircumdtance
. to be wifhed, .as good grammar {choels
. are. of the utmoft’ fcrvme to the progrefs—
. of literature. _
: From the continent Mr Wc"ﬂ:y turn-
. ed his attention tothe Weft India Iflands.
i In fome . of thefe, his way had been pre-
cpared -by- the moravians ; and feveral
~preachers -being fent from the Englith
.conferenee in 1786, they prefently form-



( 14)
-ed focieties in Barbadoes, St. Vincent’s,"
Dominica, St. Chriftopher’s, Nevis, An-
“tigua, St. Euftatius, Tortola, and St.
Croix, which, in 1790. amounted to near
five thoufand members. ‘The number at
this period, on the continent and in the if-
lands, was forty eight thoufand, three hun-
dred, and two, and the whole number in
Europe and America, upwards of one
hundred and twenty thoufand, including
threc huudred and eighty itinerants, and
thirteen or fourteen hundredlocal preach-
ers.  On the continent, the white peo.-
pie confiderably exceeded the negroes :
in the Weft Indics, the latter were fupe-
ror by a large proportion. The charac-
- ter of the Weft Indians is well known.
But it is worth oblerving, that the fub-
jeCtion of the negroes, and the obedi-
:ence in which they are trained, muft in.

Y
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ulcate a docility, peculiarly favourable
to the purpofes of a miffion.

Some of the miflionaries have lately
found their way to the Caribs, at St. Vin-
aent’s,-which, it may- be prefumed, will
be advantageous to the planters; and,
by preferving a good underftanding, will,
in all probability, be the means of put-
ting an end to the differences that have
fo long fubfitted among them.

. This people is divided into the black
and yellow Caribs ;. the former being the
delcendants. of .the cargo of a Guinea
fhip, wrecked on one of the Granadilloes;
the latter, the aborigines of the ifland,
The martial fpirit of thefe Indians, their
contentions with the gentlemen of the .
ifland, and their perpetual quarrels with
each other, have been long before the
public. Itis faid, their morals are greatly
.corrupted, and their difaffetion to the
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T Englith- government much increaféd by
- their intercourfe .with ' Martinique. OF
. their ferocious charaéter, a tolerable idea

may be conveyed, by obferving, that they
- conftantly carey a'fabre -or cutlafs, and
- generally a loaded mufket, which is ever
- on the cock; for, fo numerous are the'

broils of thefe people, that they are in

- conftant "dread . of meeting an enemy.

The confequence is, that affaffinations
- are frequent, and their cordial and eter-
- nal animofities -are ‘pioufly tranfinitted:
: from- generation-to-generation.

- At prefent, fome fchools are ¢ftablith-
¢d among them, in-which their children
. are carefully inftruted in the principles
. of religion. This mode of inftru&tion:
- will be found full as ufefal as their pub-
“lic miniftrations ; and heartily do.we

wifh them fuccefs.

e
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In January 1789, Dr Coke paid a vi-
fit to Jamaica, and gave them feveral
fermons. As he made but a fhort ftay,
it could hardly be confidered as a fair
trial. Should a miffion be eftablithed
here, as well as in the other iflands, which
‘will probably be the cafe, it is hoped, it
‘will be the means of correiting one vice
at leaft ; and that is duelling. A favage
relic of Gothic barbarity, by which all
‘the iflands have for many years been di-
ftinguifhed. Perhaps too, it will give
fome check to the fpirit of luxury and
~ diflipation ; and teach the planters, if it
be found impradticable to emancipate
‘their flaves, at leaflt to treat them with
humanity.

Among other fchemes, for the propa:
gation of methodifm, it wzs debated in
conference, whether it would not be pre-
per to fend miflionaries to the Laft In.
- Ver. 110 B
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dies and to the coaft of Africa: bat it
~appearing that therc was no invitation
from any who refided there, nor the leaft
probability of fuccefs, this propofal was
dropt. The laft miffion in which they
have engaged, is conduéted by the con-
ference in America, and is direéted to a
fettlement called Kentucke, on the banks
of the Ohio, and on the borders of the
Indian territories, near the Miffiflippiz
and, in fpite of the Indian tomahawks,
feveral offered and were accepted for this
dangerous fervice; which, at that time,
was more fo than ufual, on account of a
war then fubfifting with this fingular peo-
ple.  Whether thefe favages will ever
chufe to become tame, is a queftion,
the decifion of which muft be left to
thofe unfolders of all myfteries, time and
expcrience.  YWhat may be the talents
of the preachers, and how far they are -
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-qualified for fuch a fervice, it is not for
us to fay. If they pofiels not much kno w-
ledge, which however we do not know
to be the cafe, it is at leaft certain,
they are not deficient in zeal : and, with-
out any paflionate defire to imitate their
-example; we may at leaft commend their
-endeavours for the general good. Every
good man will contemplate, with plea-
fure, the operation of the fpirit of refor-
mation, whether foreign or domeftic;
and will rejoice in every attempt to pro-
pagate chriftianity in the barbarous parts
of the world. An attempt, which, if in
any tolerable degree fucceflsful, wiil do
infinitely more for their civilization and
happinefs, than all the united energies
.of thofe boafted benefadtcrs of mankind,

\

the philefophic infidels.

Bz
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Paky

CHAP I

OBservATIONS ON THE ORiGIN AxD ProGress
oF MeTHODISM,

T has been fhewn, that the founda-
I tions of methodifin were laid at Oxa
ford, ia 1729; and about five or fix
years previou§ to Mr Whitefield’s intro-
dudtion to the original methodifts. Some
of the followers of this gentleman have
fuppofed, becaufe he began the prattice
of field-preaching, that he was the father
of methodifm, and that Mr Wefley, to
ufe the elegant language of a living au-
thor, was ¢ his quondam underftrapper.”
But this is not accurate. Mr Whitefield
was introduced to the fociety at Oxford
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by Mr Wefley; and it was not itineran-
¢y, or preaching in the open air, that
gave rife either to the name of method-
ifm, or to the thing; but rather the
{trit and regular deportment of a few
gentlemen, who were united, at the uni-
verfity, in the fame purfuits. - Their firft
mectings, except on Sunday evenings,
were rather literary than religious; and
their chief reading was the claflics. Ia
a little time, they applied thefc meetings
chiefly to religious purpofes : when their
regu'ar and exemplary conduét firft gave
them the name of methodifts. On this
fubjec the authority of Mr Wefley is de-
cifive ; who explains it in thefe words:
¢t The regularity of their behaviour gave
occafion to a young gentleman of the
college to fay, ¢ I think we have got.a
new fct of methodifts,” alluding to a fet
of phvficians, who began to flourifa at
B3
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Rome about the time of Nero, and con»
tinued for feveral ages. The.name was
new and quaint. It clave to them im-
mediately ; and from that time, both thefe
four young gentlemen, and all that had
any religious connexion with them,
were diltinguithed. by the name of me--
thodifts.”

Dr Trapp has obferved, that when he
faw Mr Law’s writings, he thought thefe
books would certainly do mifchief; and
the methodifts appearing about that time,
he confidered this gentleman as their pa-
rent. Dr Warburton confiders them as
the offfpring of Mr Law and Count Zin-
zendorf: while Mr Wefley dates his firft
religious impreflions at Oxford from his
acquaintance with the writings of Dr
‘Taylor. The fall is, that all thefe wri-
ters had their inluence =+ though in the
genius and do&rines of methodifin, we
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fee more diftin& traits of moravianifin,
if not myfticifim, than of the more fuber
divinity of Dr Taylor; whom fome mo-
derns have branded with pelagianifin.
- It feems to have been the general opi-
aion, that Mr Wefley had determined,
while at Oxford, to place himfelf at the
head of a fe@, and had projected his
plan, long before it’s execution, in the
* commencement of itinerancy, and the
other deviations from the eftablithment.
The motto, in one of his prints, which
is fuppofed to have had a myflical, as
well as a literal meaning; his fudden
departure from the univerfity, Lis voy-
age to America, and his journey to Ger-

many, have concurred, with other cir-
cumitances, to confim many in this

epmion. .
So.ne have inferred the fame thing,
from contrafting his fprightlinefs in youth.
B4
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with the peculiar ftritnefs, which fol-
lowed his fudden change of princi-
ples. It is faid, that in early life, he was
of the fprightlieft temper, ¢ a moft fen-
fible and acute collegian, baffling every’
opponent by the fubtilties of logic, and.
laughing at them for being fo eafily rout-

- ed; a young fellow of the fineft clafical

ot

tafte ; of the moft liberal and manly fen-
timents.”” The change that took place in-
him was fudden and ftriking. Froma paf-
fionate admirer of the claffics, he became
an adept in myftlcifm, -and a profound:
ftudent in Madam Guion and Mr Law =
and on this rock, he confefles in a letter
to his brother, that he had nearly fplit.
His admiration of thefe writers confider-
ably decreafed during his refidence at
Georgia: but fome think, though he dif-
claimed the moft abfurd flights of the -
myftics, that the impreflion they made
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en his mind, was never entirely oblite-
rated.

The late Mr Badcock informs us, that,.
it fome informations he had received,.
he could difcover < the very firft fpring
of his enthufiafm, and was no longer
puzzled in accounting for the viciffitudes
of his conduét, or the varicty of opinions
in divinity, which he adopted :”* and
that by an incident in domeftic life, he
faw his ¢ genius clouded, and the clear-
cft reafon muddied in the fchool of myf.
ticifm.”

What this incident was, we are. not
informed. It is much to be wifhed this
learned and ingenious writer had been
more particular in explaining it. Had
he done fo, the public might have form.
ed'a more accurate judgment, and either
have rejeCted the caufe affigned, as ina-
dequate to the effe&, or have admitted



{ 26 )

it, in it’s full force. As he has left us:
in the dark, it were in vain to form con-
je@ures. In the letters that paffed be-
tween the family about that time, moft
of which we have feen, there are no tra.
ces of fuch an incident. It is thereforg
to be prefumed, either that the hiftory
of this event has perithed by accident,
or has been cautioufly witheld.

As this is the cafe, we have no mode
of judging, concerning this circumftances
nor can we form any adequate idea of

" Mr Wefley’s original defigns, but from
his condud, and his declarations. We
have already given our opinion, that he
liad no intention to put himlclf at the
head of a religious body, till about the
year 1738: and this opinion. we fee no
reafon to retradt. His determination
even then feems to have been the refult
of a variety of circumftances, that gra-

N
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dually occurred, and which it was im.
poffible he fhould forefee: and though
politicians are fond of cenfidering the
altions of public perfons, as the re-
fult of projects, which, it is. more than
probable, never entered into their ima.
gination, we fhall not follow their ex..
ampie.

But let us hear Mr Wefley himfelf.
Something had been faid of thefe pro-
jeéts, by, Mr Badcock : every tittle:
of which he abfolutely difclaimed ; ob-.
ferving, that all that had been faid on
this fubje, however ingenious, was ¢“a
mere caftle in the air;” and, infifting
that the chief impreflion he had, during
moft of his time, at Oxford, was, not
that of his defignation to fome ¢ extra-
ordinary work,” but fimply,

‘¢ inter fylvas acadzemi quzrere verum :”

and that bis fubfequent condut was de-
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termined by a vari‘c‘ry of unexpedred
events. For fomne years, his love of 2
college life was fuperior to every other
confideration : nor does he feem, till he
had paft his thirticth year, to have had
a wifh beyond it.

Being aware of the common opiniong
that he laid, at an early period, the plan
of his future authority, he has given a
particular account of his views fo late as
1738. At this time, he informs his read-
ers, he was in ¢ hafte to return to Ox-
ford, to bury himfelf in his beloved ob-
fcurity ; but being detained in London,
week after week, by the truftees for
Georgia, he was importuned to preach
in many of the churches; that, partly
~on account of the vaft multitudes, and
partly his unfafhionable do@trine, he was
at length fhut out of all the churches;
and that, not da-ing to be filent, after 2

)
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thort ftraggle between honour and con-
{cience, he made a virtue of neceflity, and
-preached in the middle of Moorfields j
‘that feveral came to him for his advice,
till they increafed to about a hundred,
‘whofe names he took down, that he
might vifit them from houfe to houfe :*
and thus, he aflures us, without any pre-
wvious plan or defign, the methodift fo-
.ciety was firft formed.

- After this fociety -commenced, and
-efpecially, when others began to be col.
le&ted in different parts of the nation, it
is plain, that he confidered himfelf as
their head, and took proper meafures
to eltablith his authority. A beginning
once made, the reit followed in courfe.
Every additional fociety was an acceflion
‘to his influence, An increafe of the fc-
cicties demanded an addition of preach-

¢rs; and new preachers producing a



( 30
‘proportionate increafe of people, he went
‘onin a progreflion, which, within the
few laft years of his life, was confidera-
bly fuperior to any of the former.

Some notice has been already taken
of Mr Wefley’s notion of methodifm,
which, with an unufual warmth of co-
louring, he fomewhere defcribes, as ¢ the
only religion worthy of Ged.” We fhall
fele@t, in addition to what has been ad-
vanced, one or two more paflages from
his writings, not in order to prove, that
lie was fuperior to the defire of prefi-
ding at the head of a party ; but to thew,
that, if any dependence can be placed
on the word of a man, he ferioufly con-
fidered the work in which he was enga-
ged, as a religious reformatien ; and that
his firlt and leading defign, was to do
good. Ina fermon, on the difference
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‘between the prefent and former times,
he fpeaks in the following terms :

1 cannot forbear mentioning one
inftance more of the goodnefs of God to
qus in the prefent age. He has lifted up
his ftandard, in our ifland, againft luxu-
Ty, prophanenefs, and vice of every kind.
He caufed, mear fifty ycars ago, as it
‘were, a grain of muftard-feed, to be
fown near London, and it has grown and
put forth great branches, reaching from
fea to fea. Two or three people met to-
gether, in order to help each other to be
real chriftians. They increaled to hun.
dreds, to ‘thoufands, to myriads; #ill
purfuing their one point, real religion,
the love of God and man ruling all their
tempers, and words and ations. Now I
will be bold to fay, fuch an event as this,
confidering it in all it’s circumfances,
Das not been feen upon canth before,
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fince the tine that St. John went to”
Abraham’s bofom. No former time,
fince the apoltles left the earth, has been
comparable to it, in feveral refpedts.”

Here is the true origin of Mr Wef-
ley’s zeal; and here we may perceive
the fource of his aftonithing labours.
Conceiving nothing fo excellent and ufe-
ful as the fyftem he-adopted, he purfued
it with an ardour, of which fcarcely
any, but himfelf, had been capable;.
and poflefling a fingular talent, of infpi-.
ring others with the fame views, and com- .
municating to them a portion of the fpi-
rit by which he was animated, their in-
fluence on the minds of their hearers
was inconceivable. The churches being
fhut againft him ; and being determined
at all eyents not to relinquifh the cleri-
cal office, by ceafing to preach, he chofe
to appear in houfes and in the fieldey |

™~
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rather than to be filent ; and few clergy-
men being willing to imitate this irregu-
larity, or to incur the reproach of itiner-
ancy, he accepted the afliftance of lay-
men; and, in a way, as unexpeted as
it was uncommon, and as offerdive to the
regular diffenters as to the church, con-
ﬁahtly enlarged his fphere, and profecu-
ted to the utmoft, a plan, which he could
fcarcely have formed before hand ; and,
which unfolding itfelf as he advanced,
was gradually prefented to his mind, and
finally diftributed into a regular fyftem.
The churches, as he informs us, were fo
-crouded, wherever he went, that < many' .
of the parifhioners could not get in.
They then pfeachcd at Moorfields, Ken-
nington Common, and other places. Ne
clergyman dared to affift them. Preach.-
ers, not ordained, offered themlfclves,

_wfome learned, fome unlearned, moft of
You, IIL, C
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them young ; fome weak, others of rev
markably ftrong underftanding. It may
be obferved, thefe clergymen, all this
time, had no .plan :at all, but to do
good.”

In the zeal of Mr Welley, and ‘his
friends, we difcover, not only the origin
of methodifm, but a principal caufe of it’s
fuccefs. -Perfeitly in earneft in-his reli-
gion, and defirous above all things to be
ufeful to mankind, the congregations
:-who attended -his nriniltry were eafily
perfuaded of his fincerity. His ftrict and
_rigid fingularity, his temperance in food
and fleep, his long and conftant journeys,
his more than hcrculcan Jahours, and
‘that utter contempt of wealth, which
was confplcuous during moft of his life,
'were jultly confidered by thofe who
‘knew him, as well as by thoufands, not
-perfonally acquainted with him, -as .the

™~
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anequivocal effe&t of the moft powerfud
- .influence of religious principle. With
.this perfuafion in the minds of the peo-
-ple, we .need not wonder at his fuccefs.
-He was confidered as a pheenomenon in
- the religious world. Wherever he went,
‘he was received as an apoftle. His con-
. gregations in gencral were the moft nu-
-merous that attended the miniftry of any
-individual, Mr Whitefield only excepted.
-His company was eagerly fought, by peo-
‘ple of all ranks. His influence in the
_ -marrower circles -of focial Jife, was. per-
- haps not much inferior, in it’s .effe&t

on the fuccels of his labours, to his pub-

lic miniftrations ; though, in this laft

view, his friends were fond of comparing
~ "him to the apoftle of the gentiles.

Other reafons, for the almoft unex-

;ampled influence of this remarkable man, '

‘may be found in the internal ceconomyv
' Cz2
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‘and regulations of the focieties, This
however thall be more particularly con-
fidered under the head of difcipline.
But in a life of Mr Wefley, it would rot
become us to omit-a reafon, on which
he laid the greateft ‘ftrefs. Much affift-
ance he undoubtedly fuppofed himfelf to
derive from the prudential regulations
he had eftablifhed : but in his-eftimation,
the chief caufe of the increafing influ-
ence of his labours and dotrines was to

be aferibed to the divise agency.
Having, in juftice to the memory of
Mr Wefley, and from the cleareft con-
viction in ourfelves, endeavoured to thew
that the leading principle by which he
was influenced, was the public good, we
niuft alfo remark, that, in the opinion of
many, and thofe too of ability and dif-
cernment, his next principle was the love
of fway. -Perhaps he did not perceive
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ahis fo plainly, as it ‘was perccived by.
athers.  But one of the original metho-
difts at Oxford, and next to himfelf, the
molt celebrated among them, often ufed
to fay, that his brother Wefley was ¢¢ na-
turally and habitually a tutor, and would
be fo to the end of the chapter.” This
was his great foible ; nor is it difficult,
even in a charaer, fo generally difinte-
refted, to account for. Having been the
chief inftrument in the eftablithment of
methodifin, it is not much to be wonder-
ed, if he confidered his authority as of
divine origin: nor is it 2t all more fur-
prifing, that he fhould deem the ablolute
exercife of that authority indifpenfibly
neceflary to the fuccefs- of what he al-
ways regarded as the ¢ work of God.”
Under his aufpices, every thing had fuc-
ceeded even beyond his expectation :
C3
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but ie inferred too muck from this,.
when he concluded, that the more un--
Jimited his authority, the greater would:
be his ufcfulnefs among mankind.
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CHAP IL

OF THE PrincirLEs or MeTnopism.

E cannot enter on this fubjett,
without pointing out a difficul-

ty. Some will expet from us a diftinét
enumeration of the whole fyftem of doc-
trine, comprehended in the principles of
methodifm: but this expectation it is
impoffible, zt leaft it were improper, to
gratify. The detail would confiderably
exceed our limits ; and, in all probabi-
Tity, would be as tedious to fome of our
readers, as it might be grateful to others..
As it is obvious too, that feveral branch-
es of do&trine, are fuch as Mr Wefley
Held in common with chriftians of all de-

Ca
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ncminations, we think it will be proper
1o obferve a different method.

Of thofe principles, in which he agrees
with the articles of the church of Eng-
land, fuch as the incarnation, the atone-
ment, the refurre&ion, and feveral others,
it were fuperfluous to take notice. It
will be more confonant to the intention
of thefe memoirs, to take a view of thofe,
in which he has been deemed peculiar.
As thefe have fometimes given occafion
to controverly, and made no little noife
in the religious world, it will be neceffa-
ry to pay them a particular attention.
"This we fhall endeavour to do with can-
dour, but, at the fame time, with free-
dom : though to examine the principles
of communities, as well as of individuals;
is an ungrateful and invidious tafk. Bug¢
Le who expects to pleafe all, will pleafe
none : and what is infinitely worfe, will

”
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be in_no fmall danger of violating his
judgment, and facrificing his integrity-
to the of love applaufe, or to the dread
of cenfure. :
It is obfervable in Mr Wefley, that,
as a clergyman, he took pains to have it
underftood, that the doétrines he taught -
were ftrictly agrecable to the thirty-nine
. articles. But of thefe, as indeed of all
other authorities, every man will be dif-
~ pofed to judge, in conformity to his own-
fytem. Mr Wefley and his followers
confidered the articles as Arminian. Mr
‘Whitefield, on the contrary, and his -
friends, had no doubt that they were
Calviniftic : while others, who chufe ra-
ther to adopt the medium between the-
two extremes, are perfuaded that they.
are more favourable to the Baxterian,
or Miltonian fyftem.
As Mr Wefley greaily mfhed his.
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fontiments to be confidered as agreeable-
to the articles, it ‘may naturally be fup---
pefed, he was ftill more defirous that:
they fhould appear firi¢tly conformable-
to- what an apoftle calls ¢ the analogy.
of faith.”” Agrecable to this inclination,: .
in all his controverfies, his chief appeal
was to' the fcriptures. In many of the
- doftrimres he inculcated, he might boldly
make fuch an appeal ;- as it is not to be:
doubted, that they were well calculated
to promote-the interelts of chriftianity. -
The general rule, which he prefcribed-
for himfclf, and for all chriflians, is the:
fame which is laid down by St. Paul;
¢ whether ye eat, ordrink, or whatever-
ye do, do all to the glory of God.” An-
excellent rule; but capable, like other .
general principles, of being wrefted and*.
mifunderftood. The multitude will not -
Me ¢oo ftvi& in the explanation of fuch a-

~
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precept. This Mr- Wefley well Knew;®
and he took care not to defcend to the
common interpretations, mor to be tod
lax in his application -of the text: Many
bave fuppofed, and with fome fhew of.
reafon, that he was inclined to carry mat--
ters too far, and to.ftrain religious fy--
ftems to an extent, as foreign to the con--
dition, as it was bevond the powers of:
human nmature. ‘

Among other authorities: for this fups
pofition, are the refolutions into which:
he entered in the beginning of his reli-
gious courfe ; which' were ¢ to-ufe ab--
folute opennefs and unreferve, with all
¥e fhould converfe with; to labour after
continual ferioufnefs, not willingly indul: .
ging himfelf in any, the leaft levity of
behaviour, or in laughter, no, not for a
moment ; to {peak no word, which does
not tend to the glorv.of God ; in partie"-
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eular, not a tittle of worldly things ; and
to take no pleafure, which does not tend
to the glory of God.” i

One of thefe rules we fhould think
imprudent, and others impraticable.—
‘¢ Abfolute opennefs and unreferve”
might often not only bring a man into
difagreeable and even dangerous fitua-
#ions, but be the means of creating in-
fuperabie prejudice ; and, as it is a cafe
in point, we fhall take the liberty to re-
Jate a ftory of a preacher in Mr Wefley’s
connexion, who, in the prattice of chis
rule, was very ncar expofing himfclf to
no {all danger. A general officer hap-
pening to come to the town where he
was, he went to fee the troops reviewed.
The officer was obferved to {wear. The
next morning early, he went to his lodg-
ings, and knocking at the door, afked
she fervant if ‘his mafter was up. "He
-

-&n
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wasg defired to call again, in two or threc
hours ; but he infifted on feeing the ge-
neral immediately on urgent bufinefs.
The footman finding him fo finportunate,

ran up and told his mafter, who ordered
him to be fhewn into his chamber. When
the fervant withdrew, after a fhort intro-
duétion, he gave the general to under-
ftand, that he was come to reprove him
for fwearing fo heartily the day'bc'forc;‘
and that he meant to have done it on the
field ; but was prevented by the eroud.
The officer thanked him with great po-
fitenefs, and added, “ [ am extremely
happy, Sir, that you did not enter upon
this bufinefs during the review; for, if
-you had, I fhould certainly have run you
through the body.” The application of
this anecdote is obvious. 'We fhall only
mblerve, that zeal without prudenee will .
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Jfcarcely qualify it’s poffeffor for the.of-
fice of a reprover. ) :
I'qual objetions lieagainft other parts
ofthefe refolutions. By.what meansa man,
‘whom fome philofophers-have been at a
.lofs how to define, but by calling hima
rifible animal, can live: without laughing,
may be.an admirable queftion for the
-naturalifts. For our part, we have ne-
.ver arrived at this.fpecies.of perfe&ion :
.nor indeed do we greatly covet it ; and
when we fee any thing ridiculous, the
cafe is plain: we muft cither laugh or
Aplit. It is equally-clear, .that a fimilar
objeltion, that is, fomcthirig very like an
-ablolute impoffibility, lies in the way of
the refolution, not to.[peak <¢a tittle of
-worldly things:** a.refolution which no .
man ever did or can obferve. We men-
:tion, thele things, not from a humour of
_eriticifing, but becaufe we have .often
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Jeen-ignorant people render themfclvee.
ridiculous, by their .awkward attempts

- to obferve .rules equally .impraticable
~.and abfurd. ‘What might be paffuble in
Mr Wefley, would appear contemptible
‘in moft of his imitators : and it:has been
-obferved, that he foon found fome of his
" .rules to be over ftretched, and frequent-
1y, .even in the advanced ftages of life,
forgot the aufterity of his principles, and
'.entcr_cd with a good. grace, into all the

chearfulnefs of innocent mirth.: ,
Mc Wefley never astended -any place
.of public amufement ; and though he did
not declhim againft-them with fo much
Jeverity as fome of his people, it is plain,
.he .did -not -regard them with a fa-
:vourable eye. This indeed, is.no great
matter -of wonder.; for whatever may be
faid in favcur of fome diverfions of the
Age, it is certain that many of them ag
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ifamous and brutal; and above ali the
reft, pugilifm and cock-fighting, and the
reft of that illiberal clafs. Of thefe we
_ do not doubt to fay, they are the difgrace
of this country and of humanity. As
Mr Wefley has explained himfeif on thefe
{ubjeds, we fele& the following obferva.
tions, which he doubtlefs intended as a
rule for his focieties. Of quarter ftaff,
cudgelling, bear and bull-baiting, and
the like, he fays, “they are foulremains
of Gothic barbarity ; a reproach, not on-
ly to religion, but to huiman nature.
One would not pafs fo fevere a cenfure
-on the {ports of the field.  Let thofe who
have nothing better to do, ftill run foxes
and hares out of breath. Nor uneed
much be faid about horfe races, till fome’
man of fenfe will undertake to defend
them. It feems a great deal more may be
~faid in defence of feeing a ferious trage-
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'dy. I could not do it with a clear con.
fcience; at leaft, not in an Englifh
- theatre, the fink of all prophanenefs and
debauchery ; but poflibly others can. T
cannot fay quite fo much for balls and
affemblies, which, though morereputable
than mafquerades, muft be allowed by
all impartial perfons, to have exatly the
fame tendency.  Of playing cards, I fay
the fame as of feeing plays. I could
" not do it with a clear confcience. But
‘1 am not obliged to pafs-any fentence on
thofe who are otherwife minded. I lcave
them to their own mafter:. to him let
them ftand or fall.”
~We are now to enquire into the lead-
ing do(trines, in which Mr Wefley has
been deemed peculiar ; and in which he
differs from almoft all the divines of every
church. The firft of thefe is the doc-
trine -of the ¢ dire&t witnefs.”” As fome
Vou. 1IL D
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notice has been taken of this in the for-
mer part of thefe memoirs ; and fome ar-
guments againft it by Mrs Wefley and
Mr Samuel Wefley have been recited,
there is no neceflity to enlarge upon it.
It is fufficient to fay, that the do&rine
was always unpapular, and except in
Mr Wefley’s focieties, found few pa-
trons ; that by fome it is inculcated, as
the moft important in the chriftian fyf-
tem ; while others are equally zealous
in oppofing it, as the fundamental error
of methodifm.

The dangerous ufe that has been
made of this doftrine, cannot be more
clearly perceived than in a remark in
one of Mr Wefley’s fcrmens, concern-
ing the manner in which the firt me-
thodifts infifted upon it. We give it
in his own words. ¢ Near fifty years
ago, the preachers were not fufficiently -
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apprized of the difference between 2 fer-
vant and a child of God. They did not
clearly underftand, that every one who
feareth God, and worketh righteoufnefs,
is accepted of him.” In confequence of
this, they were apt to make fad the hearts
of thofe whom God had not made fad.
For they frequently afked thofe who
feared God, “do you know that your
fins are forgiven?” And upon their an-
fwering no, immediately replied, ¢then
you are a child of the devil.” This dif-
tinQtion, between a child and a fervant
of God, which we have before had occa-
fion to mention, is arbitrary and caprici-
ous. It has, in reality, no foundation in
feripture or reafon: but the quotation is
a proof what a miferable ufe has been
made of the doftrine in queftion ; and
how fatal an influence it muft have had
-on weak ‘minds,
D2
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"The chief do&rine, in which Mr We{-
ley feems to ftand alone, and to differ
from the divines of every church, is
¢¢ chriftian perfection.”” Of this he has
treated at large in feveral parts of his -
writings, and in one or two diftinét trea-
tifes. His meaning feems to be, that there
is a ftate to be attained, at almoft any pe-
riod of life, in which we may be deliver-
cd, not only from finful ations, but from
'thc very nature and being of fin; or, in
other words, from every irregular defire,
and from all inordinate paffions and affec-
tions, This he calls chriftian perfetion :
and this ftate he fuppofes may be acqui-
red in a ' moment, by.an aét of faith.

In his manner of proving this, from
“{cripture, there is often much darknels
and ambiguity. Thus, in fome places,
he tell us, it is ¢ to love the Lord our
Gad with all our hearts;’’ in others, it
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is-to “*¢ rejoice evermore, to pray wicli-
out ccafing, and in every thing to give
thanks.” But in ftating a doftrine, or
in defining a term, in which that doc-
trine is contained, it certainly is not ac-
curate, to fpeak in the words of fcrip-
ture, but in the language ufual among
men. For fcripture is liable to fuch a
variety of interpretation ; and much of
it’s phrafeology is fo peculiarly compre-
. henfive, that the terms borrowed from
it, to explain a dotrine, will, in many
inftances, as much demand explanation
as the do&trine itfelf.

1t is no {inall objetion to this fcheme, .
that ir feems to be taken, not from the
divine authority, but from the mere re-
port of individuals: and it is well re- .
membered, that, at a conference in Lon--
don, one of the preachers offering fome -
arguments againft it, Mr Wefley imme.-

b%s
D3
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Jiately rofe-up ; anfwered his arguments
by reciting the experience of fome good
old woman; and, without waiting for a.
rcp!y,' diffolved the aflembly.

As for St. Paul, who is often cited as
the patron of perfetion, it does not tol-
low, becaufe he ufes the word, that he
muft neceffarily ufe it in Mr Wefley’s
fenfe ;. or that he teaches the doétrine
‘on fimilar principles. It is obvious that
he ufes the word in different fenfes; that
he generally intends by it, the ftate of
chriftians of fome ftanding in the pro-
feffion and praltice of chriftianity, in op-
pofition to the ignorance and weaknefs
of new converts ; and that, in fome pla-
ces is meant neither more nor lefs than
the {tate of glory after the refurre&ion.
But there is no reafon, from the writings
of this apoltle, or from any other ferip-
ture, to conclude, that there is a ftate



€ 55 )
of perfeétion, to which, as to a certain
ftage, the primitive chriftians did, and
thofe of every age ftill may inftantane-
oufly arrive.

‘There is ancther terrible obje¢tion to
this dotrine. It is a new thing ¢ un-
der the fun;” and of mere human in-
vention. It was no part of the profef- -
fion of the primitive chriftians.  Among
their people, they knew of but three
clafles, the catechumens, the penitents,
and the faithful. They made no diftinc-
tion of common and perfe believers.
‘They never exalted one clafs of chrifti-
ans into a ftate of fuperiority above the
reft : nor did they afford them any pre-
tence to think highly of themfelves; to
aefpife their brethren, or to fay to ano-

ther, ¢ ftand by; come not near me;
for I am holier than thou!”
It is alfo fomewhat remarkable, that

Dy
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Mr Wefley, who had long patronifed the -
doctrine; who had fhewn, on every oc-
cafion the moft decided . partiality to
thofe who profefled it;-and who, for
many years, {eldom preached a fermon,
without largely infifting upor- it, could
never be perfuaded, to profels it himfelf.
It is proper to add, that many of the-
preachers and people believe not a fylla-
ble of this doétrine. .

Mr Wefley, in enquiring ¢ whether
God works this change inftantancoufly
or not,” acknowledges, ¢ the fcriptures
are filent upon it; .the point not being .
determined, atleaft, not in exprefs terms,
in any part of the oracles of God.” "If
there were any truth in this doétrine, it
is eafy to infer, that the feriptures would
not have been filent upon it. And if
God does- work thus inftantaneoutly,

™ where is the utility of pain and ficknefs,
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and other afflitive . difpenfations ?- On
this hypothefis, they: are fuperfluous ;
and the ¢ perfe@t work,” of which St
James fpeaks, is accomplithed, not by

the inftrumentality of outward. means, .

but by a fudden .exertion of Omnipo-
tence. . . '

The inconfiftency of the advocates for
this {yltem, is worthy of obfervation,
For their firft authority; they go back to
the Old Tefltament, and thence “derive
the original promife of fan&ification. But
it unfortunately happens, this promife

was made to the Jews in captivity, and

* was literally accomplithed ‘in the final
reformation from the impurities of idol-
atry. When it is retorted from the fame
authority; < there is not a jult man up-
on earth, that doeth good, and finneth
not;”” the an{wer then is, ¢ this might
kold under the law; but the law made
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nothing perfe&.” So that the fame au-
thority, which is urged as inconteftible,
when it appears to favour them, is with-
out ccremony reje&ted, when it makes
againft them!

A fimilar fpecimen of Mr Wefley’s
mode of reafoning on this fubje&, oc-
curs in the fourth Journal. By a dex-
terous ufe of his logical ingenuity, he
filenced many an opponent, whom he
could not convince. His grand argu-
ment is couched in the following que-
ries, which he feemed to confider as un-
anfwerable: ¢ Was there inward cor-
ruption in our Lord? Or, cannot the fer-
vant be as his mafter?”” Bat this knot
is eafily untied, by fimply anfwering the
queftions : there was no ¢ inward cor-
ruption”” in our Lord; there are alfo
many inftances in which the fervant can-
not be ““as his mafter;”” and this among
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the reft : for it was never faid of any, '
except himfelf, that he ¢ knew no fin,
neither was guile found in his mouth.”
The do&trine of perfe€ion was one
fubje& of difference between Mr Wefley
and the moravians. His old friend Boh-
ler in particular, endeavoured to- reafon
him out of it; and this he did in a way,
which though fomewhar homely, was
not deftitute of ingenuity. ¢ There is no
fuch Rate, faid Peter, as finlefs perfection:
Sin will, and always muft remain in the
foul. The o/d man will remain till death,
"The o/d nature is.like an old tooth; youn
may break ‘off one bit, and another, and
another ; but you can never get it all a-
way ; the ftump of it will ftay as long as
you live; and fomnetimes it will ache too.”
Mr Charles Wefley was no great fa-
vourite of this principle. IIe thought
they carried it to an undue extreme.
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Amd if 'we may judze of the tree by it’s
ffuits, fuch a mode of decifion will fcarce- -
ly incline in its favour a difpaflionate en-
quirer. The advocates of perfeétion are -
not the moft amiable people in Mr Wef.
ley’s focieties. They have been the pa-
rents of much con'ufion and difcord ;.
and have been particularly .diftinguithed
by the bad ufe they made of their influ- -
ence, filling him with prejudices againit
thofc infidels, who could not allow .them .
to be as perfect as they pretended. .

Being aware. of objetions -frem this -
quarter, Mr Wefley. had recourfe once
more to his logical fkill, by adopting a
d-iﬁvixxaion, fimilar to that of the catho-
lics, of fins mortal and venial. He dif-
tinguithes between wilful tranfgreflion,
and fins of infirmity : and had he ftopt
there, we thould have taken no notice of
this diftintion.  But when he fuppofed
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-his friends to be fubje&t to thefe fins of
-infirmity, and at the fame time judged
them to be perfe&, he certainly fuppofed
a contradition in terms.

But it is time to difmifs this fubjeét;
~which it appeared neceffary to take no-
“tice of, fince it was fo favourite a doc-
“trine with Mr Wefley ; and which there
:1s an additional reafon for confidering,

not merely, as we fuppofe the profeflors
- of perfeétion to have deceived themfelves
in that profeffion ; but as it is conceived
-to have a more direét tendency toward
Apiritual pride, and pharifaic baughtinefs
and bigotry, than any other fyftem.

Of other doétrines taught by Mr Wef-
ley, and inculcated in what are ufually
called, evangelical views of religion, fuch
as the well known diltintion, of works
as conditions of falvation, and works as
ftri&tly and properly meritorious, much
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has been faid, on the fuppofition, thatfuch
fentiments were unfavourable to morali-
ty. This tendency we are not able to
perceive. If a man cannot be faved,
without a.confcientious obfervance ot the
Jaw of God, and the pra¢tice of fuch good
- works as he has ability and opportunity
to perform, there is exattly the fame
obligation to obedience, as if that obe-
dience were, in the ftriéteft {enfe of the
word, meritorious. -It-may be obferved
too, that-whatever ‘tendency, any doc-
trine Mr Wefley inculcated, may be
fuppofed to have, he had no idea of it,
as inferring any relaxation in morals,
or as conferring any difpenfation from
the obfervance, éither of focial duty,
or religious obligation. But as thefe
doltrines are in no refpe&t peculiar to
Mr Wefley, but inculcated in the artictes
and homilies of the church of England,
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and infifted upon by many, perhaps by
moft of the religious communities in Eu-
rope, nothing more need be added, ex-
" cept this one obfervation :— [hefe -doc-
trines, like all others,-often cut a mifera-
ble figure, from the injudicious-and ab-
furd garb, which bunglers put upon
them-: for, as even a bad opinion may
appear amiable, from a fkilful reprefent-
ation ; fo the beft may be rendered hi-

deous, by extravagance and excefs.
Were we afked, in what inftances Mr
Wefley erred, in matters of doétrine,
“we fhould fay, that he chiefly did fo, by
making religion too fenfible and too cir-
cumftantial. Therc'iis, fo to fpeak, a
want of elegance and fimplicity in his
{yltem. Tle was too-fond of dividing and
fubdividing religion into certain ftages,
as objets of inftantancous attainment :
.and his diftinétions of a child and a fer-
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vant of God; of faith, the aflurance of
“faith, and the full affurance of faith; of
. the witnefs and the abiding witnefs, and
finally, of a perfeltion, inftantaneous, and
yet amiffible, reduces his fyftem to a kind
of manual exercife; and throws over it-a
confufion.and obicurity, which, to malt
-underftandings, muft render it perfeftly
-unintelligible.
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CH AP IV.
‘Or THE MeTnobistic DiscrrrLine.

, HE difcipline introduced by Mr
T Wefley, like all other inftitutions,
has had the common fate, of much praifc
and much cenfure,  Many, from the
ftritnefs it enforces, and the reftraints
it lays upon it’s votaries, have compared
it to the monaftic and other inftitations
of popery: and fome, from a refined policy,
which they pretend to have difcovered,
have placed it on a fimilar footing with
that of the Society of Jefus. But we can-
not entirely agree with thefe reafoners.
The difcipline of Mr Wefley is certainly,
m fome refpefls, rigid; much more fo
than that of the proteftant churches in ge-

Vo.lI.. E
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neral ; and fo far may bear a comparifon
with fome inftances of Romi(h aufte-
rity ; though the pattern he had in his
eye, was to be found, not in this, but in
the moravian church. But the compa-
rifon, in the other inftance, is far from
juft. Ignatius de Loyola, when he found-
ed his order, or at leaft his fucceflors,
made their primary objeét, the intereft
and aggrandizement of the church of
Rome, and took it for granted, they
might ufe guile and ftratagem, or any
other method, for ¢ the glory of God,”
or what, in their eftimation, was the
fame thing, the good of the church. Mr
Wefley fet out with purer motives, as is
demonftrable from his letters to his molt
intimate friends; and was far from at-
tempting to eftablifh his influence on the
ruins of morality. If he did fometimes
err in this inftance, it was not from prin-
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ciple, but from furprife or overfight; and
now and then, from fome fuppofed ne-
ceflity, or from the folicitations of {clfith
and defigning men. The principal cir-
cumftance in which we judge him to
have deviated from the dire@ path, is,
in fome inftances, well known to his
friends, when there was an inconfiftency
between his conduét and his profeflions;;
particularly, in the attachment he pro-
fefled for the church, and his irregulari-
ty, efpecially of late, in fuperfeding her
regulations.

It muft be recolleéted, that, when Mr

Wefley fet out upon his plan, it was un-
der a firm perfuafion, of an exprefs call
from God. Himfelf and his preachers
he regarded as ¢ extraordinary meflen-
gers,”” who, in a way peculiar, and con-
trary to the ufual forms, were appointed
(to adopt his own words) ¢ to reform
0N
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the nation, particularly the church; and
to ipread fcriptural holinefs over the
land.” Conceiving this to have been his
intention, and giving him credit for his
profeflions on this fubjeét, there is cer-
tainly a good deal of ingenuity and ori-
ginality in the {yftem he adopted.

The firft thing that {trikes an attentive
obferver, in his general difcipline, is a to-
tal contrariety to all the feéts and parties
that have arifen, wherevertherehave teen
national eftablifhments. However thefe
fe&ts have differed from each other,
there was one general principle, in
which they never failed to agree, a cor-
dial averfion to the eftablithed church.
This was as zealoufly inculcated, and by
frequently dwelling upon the. grounds
of diffent, as affiduoufly kept up, as if
the falvation of mankind depended upon
it.  The confequence was inevitabie,

Y
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"The rent became wider. Each was arm-
ed with additional prejudice againft the
other. Sefaries and eftablithments re-
fembled the Jewsand the Samaritans. The
mount Gerazim of the one, and the Jeru-
falem of ‘the other, refounded with their
mutual fulminations ; and every avenue,
~toward a reconciliation, was guarded by
the phrenzy of the bigots, as with a fword
of flame.

" Mr Wefley, as we may judge, as well
from his general plan, as from fome ex-
preflions in his writings, was very fenfi-
ble of this : and as he had no obje&ion
to the articles or the liturgy, nor any of
thofe fcruples which are urged by the
non-conformilts, but, on the contrary,
a ftrong bias, from education and habit,
in favour of the church, he had no idea
of fetting out on the common principles
of diffent. Speaking of other fetaries,

Es
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he obferves, they laid the foundation of
their fyltem ¢ in condemning others;
we in judging and condemning our-
felves.”” His plan therefore was formed
on different principles. He wifhed to be
generally ufcful: and, with this view,
though he did not defert the church,
at leaft not formally, he exprefled great
moderation with regard to other denomi-
‘nations, and inculcated it as a principle,
that none fhould confider their union with
him as a renunciation of their original
profeflion, but continue to obferve the or-
dinances of their refpe&tive communities.

A principle fo- novel and peculiar,
made no fmall impreflion -on the minds
of men. It had at leaft an air of liber-
ality. It-flattered their habits and pre-
judices ; and it fully anfwered his ex-
petation. : People of all parties and.per-
.fuafions became profelytes to his opini-



71 )

ons ; and {till retaining fome tinture of
their former profeffion, united under his
ftandard. It is remarkable however,that,
in confequence of this union, and a free
intercourie with each other, the features
of their different profeflions grew lefs
and lefs diltinét, and their former preju-
dices fubfiding by degrees, were retouch-
- ed and modified into a firm attachment
to the methodiftic fyftem.  On their firft
mingling with his focieties, they felt not
the fhock of a rupture with their own
party, fince fuch a rupture was not ne-
ceflary to an union with him: and time
and habit would fufficiently rivet them to
their new brethren.” _

In conformity to this general pian, Mr
Wefley took care to adjult the particu-
tars of his ceremonial. That he might
not interfere either with the church or
the diflenters, he appointed for his pub-

Ea
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lic worfhip, not the ufual hours of the
forenoon and the afternoon; but early
in the morning, and from five or fix to
feven in the evening. This gave his
people an opportunity, in the courfe of
the day, to attend any minifter they chofe
to hear: and it anfwered another pur-
pofe. It brought multitudes to his houfes
in the evening of the Sabbath-day, when
few others officiated ; and on the other
evenings of the week, when he was ftill
lefs liable to be interfered with by the
diflenters or the clergy.

A diftinguithing feature in this ceco-
nomy is itinerancy. Something of this,
though in a lefs degree, may be obfer-
ved in the moravians, whofe minifters
arc appointed to their refpective diftricts
_ by their rulers, and when they think pro-
per, fuperfeded by others. But in Me
Wefley’s fvitem, it is itinerancy in the
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proper fenfe of the word ; the preachers
being annually appointed, and revolving
round a certain fphere, in conftant rota.
tion ; though their revolutions are lefs
rapid than formerly. Every part of Bri-
tain and America is divided into regular
portions, called &ircuits; and each cir-
cuit, containing twenty or thirty places,
is fupplied by a certain number of tra-
velling preachers, from two to three or
four, who go round it in a morith or fix
wecks, feldom pafling more than one or
‘two days in a place, except the principal
town in their diftrict, where they gencr.
ally fpend from cight to fourteen or fif-
teen days.

The itinerant plan certainly argues,
in it’s projector, a confiderable know-
ledge of human nature. By fecuring a
- monthly fucceflion of preachers, during
their appointment to a circuit, and then
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-an annual, ar at moft a biennial change,
he made a provifion for that love of va-
riety, fo natural to mankind ; and by per-
petually keepingup a kind of novelty,
and confequently, of curiofity and ex-
petation in the people, he did every
thing that human policy could have de-
‘vifed, under circumftances of fuch irre-
gularity, for preferving and increafing his
congregations. lhere are not many mi-
nifters, of any denomination, perbaps
there is not one, whatever his eloquence
- and ability, who poflefes the faculty of
always appearing new. Every man has
his peculiar manner, an addrefs and a
ftrain of thinking and fpeaking which is
his own; and when long habit has made
his ftyle and fentiments familiar to a
people, he will lofe much of that power
of pleafing, which, in the minds of the
multitude, is attached rather to found, or

™
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fome other external charm, than to good
fenfe, and juit elocution.

This peculiarity is the chief fupport;
the ground and pillar of methodifm. So
long as itinerancy can be preferved, and
a frequent change of preachers kept up,
fo long will methodifm profper: but,
thould any unexpeéted fhock loofen the
. foundations of this fyftem ; fhould it hap-

pen, in any future ftruggles for diftin&tion
- and pre-eminence, that the body fhould
be divided into parties, and itinerancy
be fuperfeded, from that moment me.
thodifm is no more. Mr Wefley per-
ceived this; and as by the authority lod-
ged in his hands, by his conftant defigna-
tion of the preachers to their refpeitive
circuits, and his own practice of vifiting
every part of the nation, he was the life
aud foul of itinerancy, he took every
.method of preferving it inviolate.
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- Many years ago, a prelate of high di-
ftin&tion on the bench, made a propofal
to Mr Wefley, to provide for him, and
to ordain fuch preachers as he fhould re-
commend, on condition, that he would
relinquifh itinerancy, and give up his fo-
cicties. But whatever his views might
be, it was little likely he fhould accede
to fuch a propofal. Had his chief objeét
been power and reputation, he would
fcarcely be induced to fubje& himfelf to
the authority of a diocefan; and if he
had nothing in view, but the publicgood,
he would never confent to a furrender
of his authority, left the itinerant plan
fhould be abolifhed. It is obvious too,
that it was not in his power to have fulfill-
ed the terms of this propofal, had he been
fo inclined. He might indeed have re-
linquifhed the focieties, and have accept-
ed his Lordfhip’s offer of preferment :
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but had he done fo, they would certain-
ly have profecuted the fame plan, under
another leader or leaders ; for fo ftrong-
ly were they attached to' the ceconomy
he had eftablithed, that a diffolution of
the connexion, was at that time, imprac-
ticable. .

A circumftance, in the Wefleian ceco-
nomy, as remarkable as any, is the ad-
miffion of lay-preachers. Of this fome
notice has been taken in a former vo.
laume : and though averfe to all encroach.
ments on the liberties of mankind, whe-
ther ecclefiaftical or civil, wg muft repeat

"our idea, that public examination, and
and an. authorifed and folemn' form of
ordination to the facred office, is ef-
flential to the prefervation of decency
and good order. What mode of ordi-
‘nation is the beft and moft agreeable
t0 the canon of fcriptuze and the apofto-
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lic'ulage, may perhaps, with fome thew-
of reafon, furnith matter for controverfy
among the patrons of oppofite fyltems;
but whether any public mode of defig-
nation to the miniftry be proper, is a
queftion that can ncver be agitated a-
mong rational beings, fince common
fenfe will inftantly decide upon it. To
this office, none ought certainly to be
admitted, but fuch as, upon an adequate
examination, fhall be found competent :
and thofe who are 'qualified, ought in-
difputably to be fet apart for it, by fome
fuitable mode of ordination.

‘The admiffion of lay preachers, which
was confidered as a fort of levelling
fcheme, was not well received by the
higher orders of fociety. In Mr White-
field’s connexion, this fyftem was not fo
remarkable : for'he was affifted by many
clergymen, who .had embraced his opi-
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nions, and confcquently had lefs need of
laymen : and many of thole, who were
not epifcopally ordained, contrived to
procure fome fort of ordination, and of-
ficiated in the clerical habit.—If they
were not clergymen, they took care to
borrow the garb.- '

Though this deviation in- Mr Wefley -
from the clerical regularity, was not re-
lithed by the rich and the great, it was
better reccived among the lower clafs.
It flattered their natural fondnefs for e-
qualization ; while it laid a foundation
for a perpetual and inexhauftible fupply of
preachers, and conlequently, was no {mall
fource of the rapid increafle of the fo-
cieties,

In Mr Wefley’s plan, almoft every
thing that could be thought of, as having
a tendency to create influence, and con-
“ciliate efteem, was fanttioned by a ftand.
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ing rule. Vifiting from houfe to houfe;
a punétual attention to the fick and af-
flicted ; frequent colle€tions for the poor,
and the ri& morality which is inculca-
ted in the regulations he eftablifhed, have
an air of much piety and humanity, and
doubtlefs had no fmall influence on the
fuccefs of his undertakings.

In this fyftem, the order is as follows :
the preachers, the ftewards, the leaders,
the people. The office of a preacher, is
to preach twice a day, to vifit the fick,
to meet the ftewards and leaders once a
week, and to prefide in the various meet-
ings wherever he fhall happen to be pre-
fent. One preacher, in every circuit, is
called the affiftant. It is his bufinefs to
fuperintend the condu& of the other
preachers, and of the focieties at large
to appoint all the occafional aflemblies,
fuch as watch-nights, and quarterly meet. "

D .
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ings; to make the colletions at ftated
- periods ; and to give an account, at the
annual conference, of the ftate of the fc.
cieties in his circuit.

The office of a fteward, is to receive
“the colletions, and to fuperintend the
- temporal ceconomy of the focieties. That

of a leader is to meet once a week a cer-
tain number of people, who are called
“his clafs ; to receive their contributions,
~which he gives in to the fteward, to {u-
- perintend their condu&, and to afiilt the
preachers in vifiting the fick.

It is expedted of the people, that they
ftrictly obferve the rules of the fociety,
by punétually attending the mectings,
public and private ; by keeping up pub-
lic worfhip in their families; by abitain-
ing from all games, fuch as cards and
dice, and whatever is ufually clalled un-
der the head of amufement ; and sbovs

Vou, Il A
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2, by avoiding every fpecies of im- -

morality.

The meetings among the methodifts,
efpecially inlarge towns, are almoft with-
out number. Every fociety is divided
into companies. of ten -or fifteen, called
claffes ; each of which regularly meets
the leader once a week. Many of thefe
are fubdivided into {maller companies,
called bands, which alfo meet once a
week ; and thefe are again colleted in-
to a general company, called the body

bands, and another called the'fele&t band; -

each of which is met by the preacher
once a week. Itisneedlefs to add, that
thefe meetings are purely religious. The
fele& bands are made up chiefly of thofe
who profefs perfettion, and, as the name
fignifies, are, for fome real or fuppofed
diftindion in piety, fele@ted from the
relt, Thefe were the peculiar favourites
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-of Mr Wefley ; and, at one time, that
‘is, during the rage of prophecy, in 1763,
-amounted, in London alone, to about fix
‘hundred. If, to ‘the meectings already
‘enumerated, we add from thirteen to
fourteen fermons preached in the courfe
-of the week, which is the cafe in many
-places inthekingdom, and thelove-feafts,
the watch-nights, and occafional meet-
‘ings for prayer, as on Wedneldays-and
‘Fridays, the number will be aftonithing?
‘Indeed, we do not fcruple to fay, they
are much too frequent; and that a re-
Jaxation, in this inftance, efpeciaily a-
mong the large focicties, wquld be a ge-
neral good, not only to the preachers,
who, in more {enfes than one, are ex-
baufted and worn out by this exceflive
labour, but alfo to the people, who are
too frequently called away from thebr

{amilies, and their temporal concerns,
I 2
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Much fault has been found with tire
mode of conduéting many of thefe meet-
ings. To the clafles and bands, it has
been particularly objelted, that they turn
too much on perfonal examination and
ehquiry into the ftates of individuals;
and have a tendency to produce, in the
ignorant or hypocritical, falfe and abfurd
pretenfions to fuperior fan&ity. In this
inftance, we arc of opinion, an alteration
might eafily be made for the better ; and
that, if advice and exhortation, or evena
free converfation on fome fcriptural fub-
je&, were fubftituted, it would be more
conducive to the interefts of religion.

In the beginning of methodifm, and
always till the execution of the deed in
1734, every preacher was confidered,
when admitted to travel, as a member of
conference ; which -was held, in the
months of July or Auguft, at Lon-

™~



¢ 8 )
don, Briftol, Leeds, or Manchefter.

In this meeting Mr Wefley prefided.
Here young preachers, offered upon trial,
were admitted or rejected. The charac-
ter of every itinerant underwent a fcru-
tiny, and, in cafe of immorality, or any
fufficient caufe, the punifhment was fuf-
penfion or difmiffion. Each preacher,
on admiflion, paid one guinca, and half
a guinea annually, as a fund for the fup-
port of fuperannuated preachers, and
their widows. Collettions were here re-
ceived from all quarters, for the fupport
&f the work; and the preachers were
appointed to their diftricts for the enfu-
ing vear. _

It may naturally be fuppoled, that,
among two or three hundred re:fons,
there would fometimes happen a clath-
ing of interefts; and that feveral, being
anxious for an appointment to the fame

Fa
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circuit, fome unpleafant - altercations

_would arife. But. this was much lefs:
frequent than might have been expe&ted..
Mr Welley generally marked their re-

fpc&ivc circuits in his own plan, and
regulated almoft every thing of import-.
ance, previous to the meeting of con-.
ference; fo that, within the laft fifteen.
or twenty years, this meeting- was in faét.
rather for the declaration or. ratification.
of his decifions, than for any purpofes.
of deliberation and counfel: and fuch.
was the alcendency he had acquired, and.
fuch their eftecem and veneration for.
this extraordinary man, that though the
whigs now and then cqnlplaincd,.:ind felt:
alittlefore, on being treated like aFrench
parliament, as he fometimes called them,
in general, they did not fail to acquielce.
There were, however, fome inftances to
the contrary. Some not only remonftrg.
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ted againft any thing they difapproved,
but even challenged him to difpuze the
point ; an invitation, which, it is needlefs
1o add, was not often accepted. Bt
rebellion was feldom fuccelsful, and the
malcontents were commounly under the
neceflity ot fubmiting, or of leaving the
connexion.

At the meetings of conference, Me
Wefley ufually preached both night and
morning. On thefe occafions he took
care to exemplify in his own praétice, and
in a manner peculiar to himfelf, to en-
forceearly rifing, with fimilar regulations.
And every one knows, that he had a fu-
perior talent, for making trifles appear
important, and for turning indificrent
things, when he difapproved them, into
ridicule and contempt. The mot judi-
cious.of his preachers and people always
thought he went toofar iu trifies and non-

. Fa
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effentials; but they all admired the ad-
drefs with which he recommended them.

By fome of his follovﬁcrs, his condu&
and opinions were obferved, as an infal-
lible rule of judgment and practice.
Some of his preachers carried their ad-
niration fo far as to quote his writings
" in public, as others quote the fcriptures,
and to imitate him in almoft cvcry'thing
If he left of tea, which he did i in 1742,
they did the fame. If hie lay upon the
boards, or lived-on vegetables, they did
fo too : and becaufe e was fond of morn
ing preaching, tucy obfzrved the practice,
at five in the morning, winter and fummer
though, very often, they could fearcely
colle@ half a dozen hearers.  Some im.
itated his hand writing, and fo cxa{‘lly
copied his ftile and manner of f fpeaking,

that the difierence was almolt impercep-
Gble. A
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, How he accomplithed it, is not eafy to
fay. Perhaps his extreme attention to
thefe minutize might be a powerfulinftru-
ment in his popularity. The fa®however,
is certain. Scarcely any man has ever pof-
fefled in fuch perfe&icn, the talent of at-
taching mankind to his perfon and opini-
ons : and this enabled him to eftablith a -

“difcipline, not naturally pleafing to the
human mind ; and to inforce it’s obfer-
vance, with a punctuaality that is incon-
ceivable.  We incline to think; that the
opinion of his fincerity and zeal, was the
chief fource of this fingular docility ; and
that really conceiving thefe regulations
to be important, he the more eafily per-
fuadcd others, that they were fo.

‘The chief excellence of this fyftem, is

-it’s rigid attention to morality. This re-
mark is indeed contrary to the general o-
pinion : but that opinion is ill founded 5
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zor it 1s founded in ignorance and prcju»‘
dice. In all focieties, fome wiil be found,.
who are a fcandal to their profeflion:.
and among the methodilts, as weil as o-
- thers, fome hypocr:tes will endeavour to.
deceive ;. and the fecretly vicious will im-
pole as ufual, upon the unfufpeéting, and.
for a time elude the moft induftrious
vigilance. But no vice is allowed in this
eeconomy. No fociety, not even that of
the Quakers, is fo rigid in this refpect;.
and in general, whenever a member is
found to be immoral,. he is inftantly ex-.
cluded.. S

There are however, two general de-
fets, too obvious to be concealed: the -
one in the difcipline itlelf; the other in
the manner in which it is adminiftered.:
In the former view, it is too intricate and
complex ; abounding in minutize, and as

full of manceuvre and evolut'cn as the
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Germantalics. In the latter we obferve:
fome partiality ; particularly in the ap:
pointments of the itinerants. Improper
perfons are appointed to the office of
affiftants. A certain number of preach-
crs, through an intereft they have con.
trived to keep up with. Mr. Weﬂey,‘.
have for fome years paft, almoft: ap-.
propriated to themfelves a fet of cir-
cuits, which they have found to be the.
moft cligible; and confequently, have
confined others not in any refpe&t their.
inferiors, except in an undue influence,
to thofe, which are the moft uncomfort-
able and laborious. This is an evil,
which the deed of 1784, is well calcula-
ted to increafe : and it is an evil, among
others, which, if not remedied, will cer-.
tainly operate to the divifion of method-
ifin, and finally to it’s deftruétion.
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CHAP V.

WEASONS FOR INTERFERING WITH THE CLERGY.
OF PREACHING EXTEMPORE, AND IN THE OPEN"
Az

rEIE oppofition Mr Wefley met with

E from various quarters, was, as we
have fcen, for the moft part, violent and
tlliberal: in fome few inftances, it was
more candid.  Some he found, who ab-
horring every fpecies of perfecution, and
yet not perfeétly fatisfied concetning his
authority for going up and down, and
interfering with the regular clergy of
every denomination, entered into a
friendly difcuflion, and frankly ftated
their objeCtions. They tliought ke cught

o~
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.rather to have retired to the univerfity,
.as formerly, or to have remained filent,
till prefented to -a living ; and that
on ¢ catholic principles,” by.which we
fuppofe, was meant equitable principles,
he couid mot juftify his proceedings.
The anfwer we fubjoin inhis own words.
< 1f by-catholic principles, you mean
any other than fpiritual, they weigh no-
thing with me. -I -allow no other rule,
“whether of faith, or pradtice, than the
“holy feriptures. “But on fcriptural prin-
ciples, I do not think it hard, to juftify
whatever I do. God, in the fcriptures,
commands me, according to my power,
-to inftrud the ignorant, reform the wick-
ed, and confirm the virtuous. Man for-
‘bids me to do this in another’s parith;
that is, in effet, to do it at all; feeing I
_have now no parifh of niy own, nor pro-
bably ever fhall, Whom then thall T hear,
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“God or man? ¢If it be jult to obey man,
rather than God, judge you. A difpen-
fation of the gofpel is committed to me,
and woe is me, if ‘I preach not the gof-
pel.”  But where fhall I preach it, upon
"the principles you mention? Why, not
in Europe, Afia, Africa, or America:
not in any of the chriftian parts, at'leatt,
of the habitable earth. For all thefe are,
-after a fort, divided into parifhes. If it
‘be faid, ¢ go back to the heathen, from
whence ‘'you came;’ nay: but meither
could I now, on your principles, preach
to them. For all the heathens in Geor-
‘gia, belong to the parifh either of Sa.
vannah or Frederica.

¢ Suffer me now to tell yoﬁ my prin-
~cipies in this matter. Ilook upon all the
world as my parifh ; thus far, T mean,
‘that in whatever part of it [ am, I judge
it meet, right,’and my bounden duty,td
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-declare unto all, that are willing to hear,
‘the glad tidings of falvation. This is the
avork, which T know God has called me
to. And fure T am, that his blefling at-
tends it. Great encouragement have 1
therefore to be faithful, “in fulfilling the
‘work he-hath given me to do. His fer-
vant I am, and as fuch,employed accord-
ing to the plain dire&ion of his word, as
T have opportunity, ¢ doing good unto
all men.” And ‘his providence clearly
concurs with his word ; which has dif-
engaged me from all-things elfe, that I
‘might fingly attend on this very thing, -
-and go about, doing good.” )
Such being the principles, on which
“he founded his authority for acting as he
did, we cannot much wonder at his per-
deverance. Confidering himfelf obliged
-to preach, and not being permitted to de
:fo in the ufual form, he ftruck out a new
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pian. Excluded {rom the churches, and
having no particular cure of fouls, he
-took the univerfe for his parifh; and thus,
as he conceived, ¢¢ Providence concur-
ring with his word,” he entered, divine-
ly condu&ed, on his roving commiffion.
How far this reafoning is juft, may be
left to the cafuilts. "We will not under-
take to refute it. “To him it was cer-
tainly fatisfattory: .and his confcience
being interefted in it, it is pretty evident,
that nothing lefs than an<exertion of the
* legiflative authority could have put a ftop
: to his career.

Another reafon for this condud, tho’
:qot mentioned here, may eafily be tra.
~ced, through a variety of his publica-

tions. The fupinenefs, as he conceived,
of many of the eftablithed clergy, and
their want of attention to the paftoral
cre, was, with him, a reafon of great
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“tmportance, for purfuing the courfe he
had adopted. As it was a delicate fub-
-je&t, he was in general cautious how he
-introduced it ; and unlefs it were extort-
ed from him, fcldom mentioned them in
terms of difapprobation: but on fome
occafions, he has more than hinted, that
many of his brethren were ¢ blind
guides,”” and that the people were per-
-ifbing ¢ for lack of knowlcdgc;”
One thing is pretty clear. Neceflity
“alone can be a fufficient plea for irregu-
larity. Every deviation from eftablithed
cuftoms, efpecially in things that are held
facred, muft occafion fome ferment, and
produce a fhock in the body politic, not-
to be adventured, except an obvious and
prefling occafion fhall demand it. If Mr
W-efley’s pofition be true, that, from the
-time of Charles II. a prince whom he
~detefted above all others, every fpecies
Vou. IIL . G
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of wickednefs was increafing, and all re-
ligion upon the decline, or rather nearly
extin&, till the affair of the ¢ young gen-
tlemen at Oxford,” that occafion pre-
fented itfelf; and the general corruption
demanded an extraordinary remedy. We
hope, however, that the nation, at this
period, was not in quite {o bad a itate as
he fuppofed. Elijah imagined that he
ftood alone, when there were no lefs than
feven thoufand fervants of the God of
Ifracl: and when Mr Wefley, in a late
difcourfe, drew fo melancholy a pi&ture
of the ftate of religion in this country,
previous to his commencing itinerant, it
is not improbable, that his zeal might
have exceeded his judgment, and that
the colouring was copied, .partly from
nature, but perhaps, ftill more, from his
- ewn imagination. :
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But of this enough. It has becn ob-
ferved, that prefling occafions can alone
juftify deviations from the common track.
The queftion is, whether the clergy of
the prefent age have contributed, by their
improper condudt, to furnifh fuch an oc-
cafion. Among the methodifts, it is the
general opinion, that they have. Such
alfo feems to be the judgment of many
of the diffenters, and their minifters;
who arc generally fuppoled, among their
own friends, to be more exemplary in
their deportment. But here, two confi.
derations fhould be taken into the ac-
count. The eftablifhed clergy are much
more numerous than any other; and
the diflenting clergy are more depend-
ent on their people : and this being con-
fidered, it may perhaps admit of a doubr,
whether the latter, in proportion to their
numbers, have not as many diforderly

G2
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“finifters, as are to be found among ths
former; or at leaft, whether fuch’ in-
ftances would not be quite as frequent,
were they as little dependent on their
congregations. Some of our diffenting
‘brethren may perhaps -fmile at the ob-
fervation ; but it is-faid, that, on the
continent, the Englifh clergy in general
are confidered as a grave and refpectable
body: and we are .informed, that a
Trench and an Englith clergyman, are as
different as a harlequin and a quaker
preacher.

Upon the whole, it has never been pro-
ved to our fatisfaction, and we believe it
is not true, that the clergy are, or have
been, in any period of the prefcnf centu.
ry, fo generally immoral-and corrupt, as
is commonly fuppofed. We muft how-
ever confefs, that the inftances are too
frequent ; and that all the clergy.arc net
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{uch as their profeflion requires, nor
competent, in ability or inclination, to
the worthy difcharge of their facred of-
fice. ‘T here are undoubtedly to be found,
~who are of opinion, that both to do and
fay, is too much in all confcience ; that
a clergyman is like a hand.poft; and
that, if he thew the way, it is not necef-
fary he fhould walk in it himfelf. But
pure dotrine and a diforderly pratice
are feldom united.  The difcourfes of a
bad man, at lealt if they are the produce
of his own labours, will fcarcely be worth -
‘hearing : and he who has no concesn for
his own falvation, muft be little qualified
for the inftrultion of others.

It only remains to obferve, under the
-article of irregularity, that another ar-
gument, in favour of it, has been drawn
from the remote fituation of many places -
in the counry, which are at fuch a dif--

G 3
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tance {rom all churches and chapels, as
to render it almoft impoffible for the .
people to attend the regular clergy; fo
that, in matters of religion, they were
reduced to an almoft total ignorance and
barbarity. :

One of the eccentricities of method-
ifm, and again{t which the public voice
is almoft unanimous, is ficld-preaching :
though Mr Wefley and others have un-
dertaken to defend it, as no breach of
any known law, human or divine; as
contrary to no pr inciple of reafon, and
as infringing no man’s natural rights.
When firft pradtifed by Mr Whitefield
and Mr Wefley, it’s novelty attra&ted
great multitudes, though it’s fingularity
frequently excited difgult.

Could precedent confer propriety, it
may be obfrved, that this cuftom had
been practifed long before this xra, both



( 103 )
in Romifh and Proteftant countries. Ma. .
ny of the catholic priefts, in Ireland, ob-
ferve it to this dav. And there was a
time, when even the dignitaries of the
church of Lngland thought it no profa-,
nation, nor any thing derogatory to their
dignity, to hold forth at t. Paul’s Crefs,
in the prefence of the tumultuous rabble,
of the moft noify and turbulent city in
the world. Even Oxford has had it’s
field preachers. The author of the Ec-
 clefiaftical polity has frequently exhibit-
ed in her ftreets: and it is well known,
that, till very lately, the precinéts of St.
Mary Magdalen College have annualiy
refounded with declamations from the
ftone-pulpit.  But thefe days are paft.
The ftone-pulpit is clofed ; and the Bap-
tilt is defrauded of his annual tribute!
Some refpet is certainly due to local
cuftom and public opinion. Long habit
Ga
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acguires, in many inftances, the fanétion:
of a law: and, above all, decency in di-
‘vine worthip, is indifpenfible. It muflt
be a moft uncemfortable thing, and-
greatly diltralting to a preacher and his..
audience, to be intcrrupted, in fo folemn:.
an alt, by the rattling of coaches,. and.
the oaths of the populace. Neceflity
feems to be the only {ufficient reafon for
ficid-preaching. Where there are places:
of worfhip, they ought undoubtedly to be-
preferred : and as this is unive:fally the-
“cale with the the methodifts, as well as
the other fects, in- all probability, they
will gradually forfake the fields, and.
quictly retire within their own houfes.
Another inftance of irregularity, in the
hiftory of methodifm, is preaching with-
out notes. This is a natural effet of iti-
nerancy, and perhaps, of the defeftive
education of many itinerants. It is not

'
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every one that can write a fermon. What.
would not look fo well upon paper, nor

be fo well attended to, if delivered.
with the deliberate articulation of a
reacer, may pafs much better in another
form, and with the fire and animation

of an exrcmpovrary'addrcfs. It may be

added too, that their continual excurfions -
from place to place, render-it almoft im-

poflible they fhiould - writé their difcour-

fes : and if they had fuch opportunities;

it would be extrem:ly inconvenient to

carry them about.  In a word, it feems

abfolutely neceffary, that every itinerant

thall preach extempore.

Of the propricty or impropriety of this
mode, we fhall fay little. Some are of
opinion, that were it univerfally adopted
by the clergy of every denomination, it
would greatly tend to the improvement
of religious knowledge ; and that fuch a
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prattice, rendering it impoffible for any-
man to be a ftated preacher, without a
confiderable acquaintance with divinity,
it would render that ftudy fo much the
more general, as it would be indifpcnfi-
bly necefiary to fuccefs and eminence in
the miniftry.

The account Mr Wefley has given of
the talents of his preachers, is juft,
though general. Some, he obferves,
were ¢ of weak, others of remarkably
“firong underftanding.” Many of them
were under great difadvantages, in poiat
of education; and confequently, were
fubjet to perpetual blunders: and fome
either had, or affeGted to have, the molt
cordial contempt for learning ; and feem-
ed to think, that religion and fcience
were incompatible. From preachers of
this clafs has proceeded all that ribaldry,
&nd nonfenfe, and vociferation, which

™~
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they found themfelves under the necef-
fity of fubftituting for information and
argument. .

_ But this was not a general charatter.
Such as had a talte for learning, were in-
defatigable in reading, and in fcizing
every method of improvement: and their
attainments were, in fome inftances,
- very confiderable, as well in letters and
general knowledge, asin the purfuits im-
mediately connccted with the miniftry.
One inftance Mr Wefley has given us,
in the following paffage, which is taken
from one of his late fermons : ¢ I knew
a man, about twenty years ago, who was
fo thoroughly acquainted with the Bible,
that, if he was queltioned concerning any
Hebrew word in the Old, or Greek word
in the New Tefltament, he would tell, af-
ter a little paufe, not only how often the
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oae or the other occurred in-the Bible, .
but alfo what it meant in every place.
His name was Thomas Walfh.” Ve
fuppofe that here Mr Wefley only meant,
any rcmarkable word; fince, without
this reltri¢tion, the anecdote could not
poflibly be true. This gentleman, who
was an exce.lent Hebrew fcholar, and
a-great malter of biblical knowledge,
died a martyr to itinerancy, at the early
period of twenty-eight. Among the me-
thodifts, he has been much commende
as a preacher ; but his printed fermons;
‘of which there is a volume, .are no very
favourable fpecimen of his abilities in -
this department. We have heard ex-
temporary difcourfes from feveral of Mr
Wefley’s preachers infinitely fuperior, in
elegance, and every other requifite of-
compofition, to his written  fermons.
Whether this mode of fpeaking in pub-

™~
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-lic, be in"general the moft eligible or net,
it is certainly the beft adapted to the iti-
nerant plan : .and fuch is the opinion en-
tertained of it’s utility, that it will, with-
-out doubt, be among the laft things that
-will be {uperfleded. '
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CHAP VL
Or tHE INFLUENCE oF METHODISM.

MONG other fubjets of enquiry
concerning the progrefs of me-
thodifm, and not the leaft important, is
that which regards it’s influence on foci-
ety : and this influence has been confider-
able. It has been attended, from the
beginning, with a vifible reformation, in
all ranks of people, particularly the moft
rude and uncultivated. The afliduity of
the labourers in this vineyard, was the
chief vifible caufe of their fuccefs. They
did not confine themfelves to the public -
exercife of the miniftry. ‘They vifited
" from houfe to houfe. They mixed much
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with the people, and frequently entered
into fuch converfation as was calculated
to acquire their confidence, and confirm
them in the do&rines they had embraced.
The manners of the preachers were
marked with a fimplicity, highly pleafing
to the people among whom they labour-
ed : and as the latter had no doubt, that
in general, they were men of fincere pi-
ety, their uncommon diligence in preach-
ing, exhorting, and vifiting the fick, had
fuch an effe&t upon the public, that they
have conftantly been increafing, at the
rate of feveral thoufands in the year. -
The influence of methodifm is no
where more vifible than among the tin-
ners in Cornwall, and the colliers in
other parts of the kingdom. When
~in it’s infancy, it was faid of Mr Whit.
field, ¢ if he will convert heathens, why
does he not go to the colliers at Kings-
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"wood?”* "In 1739, he did fo; and the
effect was vifible; Till that time, fcarce-
ly any of them had ever attended a place
of worthip. 1t is no exaggeration to fay,
they were in every-fenfe of the word, as
fierce and .uncultivated, -as in a civilized
country,.it is poffible to conceive. Broils
and quarrels without end, - which were
decided in the pugilitic mode, with the
moft favage brutality; the groffeft and
vileft impurities ; :and-.every fpecies of
vice, which can be perpetrated by a
people, as void of education and refine.
ment, as of every good principle, had
rendered Kingfwood . a. proverb of infa.
my, .a fink of all forts of vulgarity and

profanenefs.
The only remedy that was found for
. thefe evils, was in the labours of the firft
methodifts. The change that took place,
.Wag rapid, and extenfive..., The moment
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- they became religious, their brutality
fubfided. Ina few years, many thou-
fands of the colliers became well acquaint-
ted with the principles of religion ; and
the confequent reformation of manners
was more general, and more complete,
than thofe who knew them before could
- have fuppofed pra&icablc.
Kingfwood, Cornwall, and the neigh-
- bourhood of Newcaltle upon Tyne, in
- point of decency and morality among the
labouring people, had been nearly upon a
par: and it is remarkable, that in each of
thefe places, methadifm has been particu-
Jarly fuccefsful. The reformation in thefe
places, may ferve in fome fort, as a fpeci-
men of what was done in other parts of
thekingdom. The exa& proportion of uti-
lity, it is impoflible to afcertain. It is fuffi-
cient, that the charater and manners of
the hearers have been confiderably im-
You. IIL. H
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proved, and that immenfe multitudes
‘who had been remarkablefor their vicious
and profane condu&, became exemplary
in every fpecies of picty and virtue. It
is prefumed, none of the higher ranks
will fay, that fuch-a change was not for
the better. Though gentlemen are oft-
en above being religious themfelves, they
feem generally to have agreed, that it is
very proper for the vulgar.

In this enquiry, impartiality demands,
that we (hould take notice of an objec-
tion. It has been frequently urged, that, .
though the methodifts may be reformed
from the groffer vices, they are greatly
© prone to others, particularly to calumny.
We think this is not generally true;
“though it is certainly more fo, than the
advocates* for methodifm will believe.
There is, in the difcipline itfelf, fome-
thing thathas a tendency this way. They

~ -
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.are inftructed to watch over one another,
-and to reprove every thing they fuppofe
to be finful. The confequence of which
~muft neceflarily: be, that, as weak minds
will often difcover an evil where it does
not exiflt; they .will cenfure another for
a handfome eoat, a ruffle, or powdered
hair, as fome flagrant immorality ; and
will be fubjet to a frequent -breach of
charity in condemning others, for things
perfecly indifferent. This however, will
be chiefly among the ignorant. The k-
beral and well informed will be fuperior
to fuch abfurdities; and in fpite of ail
they have heard of the necefiity of drefl
ing like quakers, or rather in a ftile far
lefs elegant and becoming, they wiil per-
ceive that religion muft be of a higher
nature ; that it-never can dc‘pénd on a
plain garb, or an unpowdered head; and
that fingular deviations from the cuftom
H2
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-6f the country in which we live, are
more properly arguments of bigotry and
folly, than of propriety and good fenf:.
But the beginnings of - almoft -all fets,
have been more or lefs diftinguifhed by an
‘overftrained precifenefs : and it.may be
expelted, in due time, that an acceflion
of knowledge, - producing an increafe of
charity, will pare away thefe excrefcen-
ces, and give, what is much wanted, the
polith of candour and urbanity to the
whole fyfltem.

One diftinguithed effect of methodi{m,
is it’s influence on the temporal concerns
of the focieties. Many of the people,
on their firft union with Mr Wefley,
were miferably poor: and this poverty
was occafioned, in innumerable inftances,

by idlenefs and drunkennefs, and other
vices, which mult be infinitely prejudi-
cial to.the affairs of every man, but efpe-
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cially of thofe who are to earn their bread’
By the fweat of their brow. Without
relinquithing thefe vices, they could nei-
ther be admitted, nor continued in the
focietiecs. The confequence was highly.
advantageous. Multitudes, who in ex-
travagance and diffipation, had vied, as
much as poffible, with their fuperiors,
and had been accuftomed to fpend their
wages in ale-houfes and cock-pits, and to
leave their families to pine in indigence at
home, were inftruéted to make a reput-
able provifion for their fupport. Habits
of induftry and frugality brought peace
and plenty into their habitations. In-
ftead of pawning and borrowing, as be--
fore, they were gradually enabled, not
only to lend, but to give liberally to the
neceffities of others.  This example was
fet them by Mr Wefley and other lead-
ing people ; and they followed it withar:
H3
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alacrity and perfeverance worthy fo ex-
cellent a pattern. We know one focie-
ty alone, which colleted annually, for
the relief of the poor, from fix to feven.
hundred pounds : and, were a calcula-
tion to be made of the fums given away
in the fame proportion, in eharities of
different kinds, by methodifts in other:
parts of the kindom, the fum would be
incredible. One excellent charity, to
which they may be numbered among the-
moft liberal benefattors, is the inftitu-
tion of Sunday-fchools. To this they
have not only largely contributed, but:
they have done much more. They have:
obferved a condu&, which few have imi-
tated. They have condefcended, with- -
out any reward, to become the teachers
of thefe children, and to devote the in-
tervals of worfhip to their inftruction.
An example, which, if generally follow-

~
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ed, could not fail to have the happieft
cffed®s, and to extend much more wide-
ly, the benign influence of this philan-
thropic inftitution. It remains only to
add, that the increale of indultry and
fobriety, has been attended with the belt
influence on their affairs: fo that, not-
~withftanding their contributions to cha-
rities of all kinds, and their maintenance
of fuch a number-of preachers, they are
vifibly increafing in wealth; and that,
not by peculation.and fraud, but by their
attention to bufinefs, and their freedom
from the diffipation and luxury, fo fatal-
ly prevalent in the prefent age.

To the good effedts of methodifm,
already recited, may be added another :
the progrefs of learning. It is obferved,
in the lower clafles, that, except in fome
individuals more ambitious than the reft,

there is little inclination to learning ;
H4
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and fome particular objeét prefented to
their view, can alone impel them to im-
prove the mind, and to emerge from the
fupinenefs and ignorance of uncultiva«
ted nature. What no other principle
could effe&, is frequently accomplithed
by a tafte for religion. It has been feen
in thoufands of inftances : and a defire
to be acquainted with the feriptures has
produced a love of letters, and an im-
provement in general knowledge, which
muft be of infinite utility, and bids fair
for ftill greater advances in fcience, and
confequently, in every thing liberal and:
ornamental to human nature.

It will be remarked, by the judicious
reader, that, in this view, we have chief-
ly confined ourlelves to the influence of
methodifm on morals. The reafon is
obvious. We certainly confider it as a
reformation ; but we conceive it to be fo,
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not fo much in opinion as in pralice.
Thofe do@rines of methodifm, which are
peculiar, are either not trae, or dubious,
or indifferent ; while thofe, which are
confefledly fcriptural and juft, are fuch
as they hold, not alone, but in common.
with chriftians of other denominations.
In this, it will be perceived, we materi-
ally differ from Mr Wefley, who fre-
‘quently, in his difcourfes from the pulpit, .
and, in a treatife written on purpofe, .
complimented his people, on their fingu-
lar purity of doftrine. It is natural to
fuppofe, the fyftem we have embraced,
to be more excellent than the reft: but
on this head, no man can be too diffi-
dent in his declarations: and the lead-
er of a fe&, which himfelf has founded,
fhould efpecially remember, that the
queftion of orthodoxy is an endlefs en-
‘quiry ; that it is ftill before the judges;
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and, if we may guefs the future by the:
paft, will never be atually decided, till
that day, which fhall < try every man’s

work,”” and determine of what ¢ fort it
is.”
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CHAP. VIL

CoNTROVERSIES BETWEEN MR WESLEY AND
OTHERS.

HE peculiarities of Mr Wefley, . -
T foon procured him a variety of op-
“ponents. Among thefe was Dr George
Lavington, then bithop of Exeter. His.
“ Enthufiafin of Methodifts and Papilts
compared,” is a lively, fatyrical perform-
apce ; in which the plan, though invi-.
dious, was well conceived ; and the fub-.
je& enfured it abundance of. readers.
To compare methodifm with popery, was
the fureft way to render it deteftable:
The book was anfwered by Mr Wefley ;.
who endeavoured to fhew, that it was
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more diftinguithed by inve&tive, than
argument. But his Lordfhip was on the
popular fide; and the work foon ran
through feveral editions. It was fome
time before Mr Wefley knew who was his
antagonift : and it is remarkable, that he
has treated the Bithop more farcatftically,
and with lefs ceremony, than almoft any
other writer,. with whom he was enga-
ged. In this debate, we can fowmetimes
perceive a degree of indignation, which
he feldom difcovered, in any controverfy.
The moft difltinguithed of Mr Wefley’s
opponents was Dr Warburton; who, inhis
« Scripture Do@rine of Grace,” treategd
him with his ufual roughnefs. The tem-
per of this prelate was not amiable. His
controverfial ftyle might have better fuit-
" ed a colonel of pandours than a chriftian
bithop : and though he exerted every ef-

fort to pour contempt upon his antagon-
-
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" ift, this performance will reflet no great
“ honour on the caufe of chriftianity. In
the opinion..of fome, and it is faid to
.have been that of the famous Churchill,
he explainedaway in that eflay, a materi-
-al branch of chriftian do&rine. The
-fatyrift, who hated .the bithop, did not
-negle& the opportunity of exercifing his
-talent. He ridiculed him upan 'the fub-
je€t he had chofen, as having miftaken
his fort, and got out of his latitude. His
Atri€tures on this fubject are in every
. one’s memory.

His Lordthip was anfwered by Mr
Whitefield and Mr Wefley ; but by none
with fuch ftrength of argument, as by
the Reverend Mr Andrews, a clergyman
in the neighbourhood of Tunbridge
“Wells. Befides thefe, Mr Wefley drew
his quill againft Dr Free, Dr Middleton,
.Dr Taylor of Norwich, and feveral ,o-
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thers: but the moft virulent debate-in
which he ever engaged, was that which
refpetted the Calvinian fyftem. '
The differences between him and Mr
Whitefield have been already noticed.
Though Antipodes in fentiment, they
kept up at leaft a decent civility. But
after this gentleman’s deceife, feveral of
his folldwcrs, forgetting the moderation
of which he fet them an example, foon
fhewed by what fpirit they were influen-
" ced, and ‘flamed out at once, in all the
rage and intolerance of their fyftem.
The firft controverfy on-the fubject
was with the celebrated, Mr Hervey ; ‘a
gentleman of much piety and learning,
:and of the mildeft and moft amiable
-manners. Mr Wefley had drawn up
fome objecions againft this gentleman’s
Dialogues of Theron and Afpafio: and
-the latter not fatisfied with thefe

~
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objections, which indeed did appearina
¢¢-queftionable fhape,” prepared an an.
{wer in eleven letters. This anfwer was
not publithed in Mr Hervey’s life. 1Itis
faid, he gave orders, on his death.bed,
that it fhould be. fupprefled : -and exe.
crable was the zeal, which broke through
fo folemn. an ipjunction. -
" In this work are evident marks ofm-
- terpolation. The ftyle is-fometimes very
different from that-of his other writings.
But, above all, there is a bitternefs and
malignancy, which- certainly was not the
fpirit'of the gentle Hervey. The letters
were republithed in Edinburgh by Mr
Erfkine, and the prejudice they exciteds
was one caufe of the little fuccefs of me-
thodifm in Scotland.
Che acrimony of this publication was
but a prologue to the play. In the year
1770, Mr Wefley, having printed fore



(128 )

-obfervations in the the minutes of con-
ference, on the doftrine of merit; and,
above all, having confulted bis preachers
on the means of ftopping ¢ the plague,”
- as he bluntly-termed predeftination ; .a
circular letter was fent by-the late Mr
‘Bhirley, to the principal clergy of. the
Calviniftic perfuafion, inviting them to
attend the next conference, and . infift
on a formal recantation. of this herefy.
Mr Wefley’s conceflions not being deem-
ed fatisfatory, they entered their pro-
teft, and began a moft furious paper war,
which was conduted by the late Mr
Toplady, the two Mr Hills, and the Vicar

of Everton.
The moft humorous pamphlet, on
- this occafion, was the ¢ Chriftian World
unmafked,” of this laft gentleman. It
- abounds with waggery; and among ma-
ny fhrewd obfervations, often couched
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-in. fatirical, and fometimes in eleganc
‘language, there is a fufficient proportion,
- of infinuations againft ¢ the-old fox.”
But this difpute was more remarka,.
ble for it’s wit, than it’s uxbamty Mr
Toplady was indifputably a man of learn-
ing and abilities : but his talents wanted -
the charm of modelty and candour. He
publithed feveral pieces on the fubject in
debate, and, amongv the reft, a tranfla-
~tio® of Zanchius, an Effay on Fate and
Neceflity, and a work, which he confi-
dered as unanfwcrablc, entitled, ¢ An
hiftoric View of the doctrinal Calvinifia
-of the Church of England.”” It confiits
-chiefly of extralts from various authors,
-many of whom were clergymen and bi-
‘hops, and fome of them martyrs in .the
Marian perfecution. All thefe he [up-
-poles to be orthodox, or, in other words,
‘Calviniftic. But in tkis, and other tratz
“Vor. 1L I
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‘of the party, we cannot but remark a cir.
cumtitance, too ftriking to be overlooked.
Wherever the writer finds a paffage, in
which the words  ele&, ele&tion,” and
others of fimilar import occur, he prints
them in capitals or italics, and 'takes it
for granted, they muft mean uncondi-
tional eleétion ; which is the point to be
proved : fo that, very often, when he
thinks he has accomplithed the buﬁn.c'fs, :
and prefented you with ‘an irréfragable
argument, it turns out, upon examina-
tion, to be, not an argument, but a peti-
tio principii.

It were greatly to be wilhed, there
had been ‘no other defeét in this writer. -
But there was one, for which there can
be no excufe. He did not always recol-
le&, that a clergyman ought to fpeak and
write like a gentleman, and a chriftian.
‘He betrayed a confidence in himfelf, net
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to be equalled, but by Hhis contempt of
his antagonifts: and his treatment of Mr
Wefley was feurrilous to the laft degree.
To an ingenuous mind, nothing can be
more ungrateful, than a review of this
illiberal difpute : and though, from this
aflemblage, we did intend to have culled
fome flowers for the reader’s infpection ;
on fecond thoughts, we think ‘it bet-
ter to leave them to their merited obli-
vion. Thereisa mode of controverly, in
which ¢ the conqueror is more infamous
than the conquered *.”

The moft prolific, and by far the moft
polite writer on this occafion, was the
late Mr Fletcher; a Swifs by birth, but
a clergyman of the church of England,
and vicar of Salop.  The temper of this
gentleman did not incline him to polem.

* Monthly Review for 1789, page 313€,
S
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ic divinity. He was devout and pions
to a degree feldom equalled fince the firft
ages of chriftianity. But, when urged
into the controverfy, by his love of truth,,
and his vencration for Mr Wefley, he
fhewed himfelf a complete mafter of his.
weapons : and, in his hands, the ableft
of his antagonifts were like Lichas in the
hands of Hercales. They funk into no-
thing in prefence of a man, who equally.
excelled in temper.and in tkill. -He was
charged by thefe gentlemen with illiber-
al farcafm, and’'an uncandid reprefenta-
tion of their principles. But the charge’
was ill.founded. Mr Fletcher. did not
reprefent predeftination in the molt ami.
able point of view ; but he depicted her
as the is. He difrobed her of the mere-
tricious ornaments her votaries had put
-upon her. He threw afide the veil with
awhich fhe. was covered ; and, expofing

~
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her “to~ public view, exhibited, not:
only the comforts of eleétion, but thofe
alfo of preterition ; and difplayed the
decree of reprobation ftampt in indelible
charaters upon her forehead.

His fuccefs was fuch as might be ex-
pected. He convinced all but thofe who
would not be convinced. His arguments’
were unanfwerable: and he retired from °
the field, covered with well-earned glory,.
and crowned with vitory. It was for--
tunate for Mr Wefley, who wrote a pam.:
phlet or two on the occafion, that the
condut of this war was taken off his
hands ; and that, aided by fuch a coad-
jutor, he might ftand aloof, a fpc&atof'
of the combat, without engaging in it
otherwife than he pleafed; and he foon re-
tired from the field, happy ¢ in being.
fucceeded by fo able an ausiliary*.”’—

"* Monthly Reviewers:
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‘This gentleman’s. works, which. make:
about eight volumes in oftavo, deferve
the attention of every. clergyman, not
only as admirable models of controverfy,
but as containing many curious and ufe-
ful obfervations, on almoft every branch
~of divinity. Mr Fletcher died in 17852
and it is hoped this controverfy is
- clofed for ever.

Mr Wefley did not eonfine himfelf ta
religious difcuffion. In the beginning
of the war in America, his chara&er im-
bibed a ftrong tin&ture of politics: and
two fermons*, he preached at this junc.
ture, in the Foundery and Weft-ftreet

" Chapel, from the views they contained
of the condu of government, and the
antiminilterial fpirit which they breath
cd, were very remarkable. A gentleman
happening to afk what he then thought

* From 2. Samuel, xv. 31. and Jeumial{ xl 6.’7.

™~
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of the public meafures, was anfwered,
¢ what thould I think ? ‘Oppreffion will
make a wife man mad.” This is fuffi-
cient to thew, that, at that period, he was,
decidedly averfe to the war. .
Prefently after, he changed his fentim
ments. His converfion was inftantane-
ous. And what is moft remarkable, in
the hiftory of this event, is that, fudden
as it was, it was abfolute and complete.,
Converted himfelf, his next care, was to
convert his brethren : and, in this office,
his zeal was indefatigable. He not only
earried his fentiments into all companies,
and made them the fubjeét of almoft cve-
ry converfation, but he eagerly difplayed
them in public; and the pulpit finithed
what the table began. Some were plea-
fed, and others difguflted. For a time
~ fuch difquifitions, being novel, might
have their charms 3 but the delirium laft-

I4 !
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cd not long. When the firlt paroxifin.
had a little fubfided, the people awoke;.
as from a dream. They began to per-
ceive, that their meeting-houfes had been
converted into theatres of political difs-
quifition, and were athamed and aftonifh-
ed to reflett, that frequently, inftead of
worfhipping God, or attending to a reli-
gious difcourfe, they had-been liftening

- to an old tale, a thoufand times repeat-:
ed, of the king and the Americans. But
in thofe days, politics were all the rage =
and even the pulpit was not facred from.
¢¢ the diflentions and animofities of man-.
kind” -
In this debate, Mr Wefley publithed:

a tra&t, under the title of * A calm Ads
drefs to the American Colonies.” It had-
an aftonithing run.  Butas it was taken,
_ with little alteration, and without any.

“gvacknowlcd gment, from a pamphlet of Dr
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Johnfon, it brought a flood of obloguy
upon him, and prefented his enemies an
occafion, they were not negligent to im-
prove. By his old friend, Toplady, he
was once more ¢ tarred and feathered;”
while @ new antagonift, by proving he
had read a book, which he denied ever
to have feen, endeavoured publicly to
convi&t him: of a deliberate falfehood.
The truth was, he had {cen the book ;-
but had totally forgot it: and perhaps
moft of us have been more than once in
the fame predicament. But where was
the charity of this intention? or what
advantage could it have been to the ad-
vocates for liberty, had he fucceeded in
proving his point ? ' '

‘We defend not Mr Wefley’s condule
in thefe tranfa@ions: and it is impoffi-
ble to defend it. It was imprudent in
the higheft degree. We mean not bow-
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ever to condemn him for having chian=
ged his fentiments. He had a right tor
change them, if he faw reafon to do.
fo: but we cenfure his want of liber-
ality. We condemn him for not allow-
ing others the liberty he took himfelf;
for thinking that every one ought to be-
lieve as he did ; and for cenfuring thofe:
who could not embrace his political opi-
nions, as enemies of their king and-eoun-
try. How often this language was held,
during the American war, is in the me-
mory of thoufands. But the do&rine
was fale, as it was illiberal. Many, at
leaft, of the oppofers of that war, were the
friends of liberty. They were the friends
of the nation ; and their principles, how-
¢ver unfathionable, were the principles
of the contftitution. '

" Much as we difapprove Mr Wefley’s
warmth on this occafiop, we muft do ju.

k)
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ftice to his integrity. The idea, that he-
was bribed by miniftry, was without
foundation. He neither received, nor
meant to receive any thing: and we have
heard, from good authority, that a living,
which was offered, firlt to him, and af-
terwards to Mr Fletcher, was rejetted:
by both.

~In this difpute, feveral pieces were:
publifhed by Vir Wefley and this gentle-
man. The latter was the author of

< I.etters to Caleb Evans;”’ and the for-
' mer, in an ¢ Addrefs to the Inhabitants
of Ireland,” and ¢ Obfervations on civil
Liberty,” in anfwer to Dr Price, zeal-
oudly laboured to inculcate his opinions.
. In all his publications on thefe fubjelts,
it will eafily be perceived, that his prin-
ciples are highly monarchical. They were
ftri&ly conformable to thofe in which he
was educated; and he was pretty gener-
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ally fuccefsful in diffemninating them -
mong his people.

His laft paper war, of any confcqucncc;
was with Mr O’Leary, on the principles
of the church of Rome, and the policy:
of the popery bill. It was no wonder,.
that a zealous proteftant. fhould diflike
this bill, or that a-catholic, equally zeal:-
ous, thould confider it with rapture, and:
eagerly vindicate the good old caufe. In.
to the merits. of that caufe, we fhall not'
lofe much time by enquiring. Perhaps
the bill was a-good one. Thefe are not:
the days of intolerance : and though wé
care not how little power is lodged in-
the hands of the catholics, we cordially
with them the moft extenfive tolera~
tion. 4

The part Mr O’Leary took in this
controverfy has been extolled to the fkies.

“His liberality, and Bis drguidentatiof

%
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‘have been prailed as fomething more than,
human : and liberality is certainly com-
mendable. But when were- catholics in
“power, the patrons of toleration ? What
‘would the old gentleman .at St. Peter’s,
-or the aflembly of the propaganda fide,
have thought of fuch fentiments? And
-allowing a few individuals the liberality
hey affume, will this affet Mr Wefley’s
.irgumc;nt,and prove that it is not a prin-
.ciple of the ¢hurch of Rome, to ¢ keep
no faith with heretics ?*” -If we recolleét
~right, his correfpondent never looked this
argument in- the face: and though we
will not venture to fay, that Mr Wefley’s
confequence, which was, that the popery
bill dught not to have pafled, neceflarily
- followed from his premifes, we will fay
:however, that in fpite of all the efforts of

~his opponent, his chncf argument Temaigs
-untouched.
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"“ Tt is faid Mr O’Leary and Mr Bering-
‘ton are liberal, tolerant men. Perhaps
they are. But'is popery a tolerant reli-
gion? H it be, it muft be ftrangely al-
tered ! We fufpe@t with Dr Hales,
‘that were the principles which pervade
the ‘writings of thefe apologifts for the
church of Rome, to be tranflated into
*Spanith, Portuguefe,-or Italian, they
‘would be fo far from being-confidered:
‘in thefe countries as the efforts of miffion-
-aries zealous ‘in the catholic caufe, that
‘they would infallibly be prohibited by
the congregation of Index.and publicly
‘burnt. We can diftinguith between the
fentiments of candid and judicious ‘indi-
viduals, or of individuals who have a point
" to carry, and the general eftablifhed prin-
ciples of a colleive body : and we are
the morgparticular, in thefe obfervations,
becaufe we are informed, that, finceth
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bill paffed, the catholics, in feveral
‘parts of the kingdom, have been very
bufy at their old trade of converting
‘heretics ; and the more effeéually to fe-
cure an intereft in heaven, are particu-
‘larly affiduous in colle&ting numbers of
.proteftant children, -whofe -parents are
spoor, and fending them-to fchools, where
they are carefully: mﬁru&cd in rcadmg,
and .writing———and popery.!
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«CH AP. VI,
OFr H1s WRITINGS IN GBNBRAL;

- AVING paid fome attention te
” the controverfial pieces of Mr

Welley, we now confider his writings in
general. But an accurate and diftinét
enumeration were impoflible. Never was
there, fince the days of Richard Baxter,
fo voluminous a writer. Were all his
publications originals, the number would
be aftonithing  But this is not the cafe.
They are chicfly extralts from various
authors. and in every fpecies of compo-
fition. Verfe and profe, hiftory, divini-
i ty, politics, languages, and philofophy
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have engaged his attention. Even noveis
: have not efcaped him: and Brookes’
““ Fool.of Quality’ has fuffered an-a-
* bridgment.
Mr Wefley had peculiar advantages
as an author. He had a printing-office
-under his immediate infpe&ion. The
«celebrity of his name gave a rapid
-and extenfive fale to his books ; and the
exertions of the preachers, many of
whom had an intereft in it, rendered the
fale ftill more extenfive ‘than it would
otherwife have been. If we may guefs
from his continual printing, he wifhed,
as much as-poffible, to dire@ his people
in the choice of their books; -and'took
“pains to inculcate his fentiments, as well
‘from the prefs, as from the pulpit.
Much of his own writings, is in divi-
-nity : and his largeft work, is the ¢ Notes
~on the Old and New Teftament.” They
Vou. III K



¢ 146 )

tare fhort ‘and concife; rather pradticat
than critical, and written, as-may be fup-

-pofed, with a view to his peculiar doc-
*trines. It is not clear, that what he onde
faid of them, that ¢ they are calculated, -
‘not to prevent people from thinking, but
to affift them,” is ftrictly, and univerfally

jult. If intended for the ufe of public
perfons, they are too concife ; and, if for

families, they are equally liable to the

fame cenfure. Their true chara&er is,
they -aré briefly explanatory; with no

great depth or ingenuity of criticifm; and

in general, without any fuch helps to-

ward a religious improvement, as are to-

be found in the more ufeful comments of

Henry and Doddridge. Many difficult

~paffages, in which a full and ample elu.
cidation was neceflary, are difpatched

with a brief hint: and too much is free

-guently left to the ingenuity of the reads
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#r. Inafew places, particularly in ths
- ‘New Teftament, he has taken the liber-
1y to alter the text; ‘and, in fome inftan-
-ces, for the better. His notes on the
‘Apocalypfe are chiefly from Bengelius.
"We notice the quarto edition of the notes
~on the New Teltament, as the moft ele-
:gantly printed book he ever: publithed,
-and embellithed with one of the beft of
his early prints, that we have feen.
Next to this, his moft diftinguithed,
-and certainly his moft laboured work, ts
-the treatife on ¢ Original Sin.”” We are
‘informed, that this, though it did-net
-convince him, procured theefteem of his
-antagonift, DrTaylor. It isalmoft the only
effort of Mr Wefley, which has theair of a
a regular treatife; and on which he has
beftowed the time and attention neceflary
for accurate inveftigation. It is an ani-
=nated defence of the orthodox do&tine,
K2
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‘in a dedu&ion from the ftate of morality
in all ages; or as he exprefles 'ig, from
¢¢ fcripture, reafon, and experience.”
Thofe however, who fhall look into it,
for fpecimens of abftra&t reafoning, will
be difappointed. ‘Bat if any onechasan
inclination to fee the dark fide-of human
nature, and to know how ‘corrupt the
world is, and has been, this book is re-
commended to his particular attention.

An ufeful, -and not the leaft-elegant
of his publications, is the Survey of the
‘Wifdom of God in the Creation.”” Much
abufe has been favifhed on this work, by
fome who were judges, and by others,
who were not, but fpoke after their fu-
periors ; chiefly for want of confidering
for whofe ufe it was compiled. Some of
thefe, who are fo ignorant, -as not to
know to this day, that it is an extralt
«rom various authors, alcribe it to Mr
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Wefley, as an original work. If we may
judge from the execution, it certainly was
not intended for adepts, as a complete
hiftory of the prefent ftate of philofophi-
- cal knowledge ; for, in this view, it were
* materially defective: nor canit have been
defigned as a work merely elementary,
and calculated for philofophical pupils ;
but rather as a general view of the moft
ufeful and remarkable things in natural
hiftory, and an illuftration, for common
ufe, of the wifdom and goodnefs of the
Creator. Confidered in this light, it is
well entitled to the public approbation :.
and the moral refle&tions it contains, are
as much diftinguithed by their juftnefs
and elegance, as by their utility. Upon
the whole, if not an accurate and com-
plete, it is an ufeful and chriftian com.
pendium of philofophy.
K3
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4

Or the hiltorical - labours of our 2ue
thor, we cannot fpeak fo favourably, as-
of his other compofitions.. The hiftory -
of England is little more than a copy;-
and what is worfe, a mutilated copy of.
Goldfmith and Walpole: and, notwith-
ftanding the promifes in the preface, it.
is neither a philofophical, nor a religious
hiftory ; nor, in thofe parts, which are.
his own, has it any pretentions to origi-
nality, or to any of the requifites for fuch:
an undertaking.

The ¢ Ecclefiaftical Hiftory”” s of the -
fame clafs. It is a mere.tranfeript from.
other writers, both in-fentiment and ex-
preflion : and fo decided is the difference-
between his own language and the ftyle:
of thefe hiftories, that a reader of any tafte.
cannot fail to oblerveit; and muft fmile
at their mutual diffimilarity :

¢ ut turpiter atrum
Definat in pifcem mulier formofa fuperne !
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‘The only original part of this work, is:
the ¢ Hiftory of the People called Me-.
thodifts:”” and, in almoft every excel-
lence of narration, it is fingularly: defi-.
cient. It contains little or no reafonin
on the policy and principles of method-.
ilm. It affords little- that- is fatisfattory -
to the philofopher, the politician, or the
divine. It does not develope the fprings
of human a&ions; nor does it defcribe:
or vindicate the fentiments he efpouf-.
ed, in fueh a manner as will fatisfy a ju-.
dicious enquirer: The beft account we
can give of this narrative; is, that it is a
mere itinerary. It is a partial, con-
tralted account, not of methodifm, but.
of himfelfi But-hiftory was no province
of his. Ile had no talent for political or
philofophical difquifition :-and, whatever -
may be the fate of hic ather works, thefe |
two compofitions ftand liztle charnce, cx-
K1
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cept -among his own followers, of ‘de-
fcending to pofterity.

Among the political labours of Mr
‘Wefley, may be ranked his “ I'houghts .
on Slavery.” He was one of the earli-
eft writers on'a fubje, which has late--
“ly undergone fo complete an inveftiga. .
tion ; and in which the public have been, .
for fome time, fo deeply interefied.
This pamphlet does him great credit. .
Though it does not difcover that extent
of information, and that accuracy of de-
tail, which is obfervable in Mr Clarkfon, .
and others, who have gone over the fame -
ground, he has treated it with great fpi-
rit and impartiality. But, as might na-
turally be fuppofed, in a gentleman of
his fentiments, he has confidered it chief-
ly in a moral and religious view ; not on.
the mere footing of political expediency, .
but on principles of equity and natural
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jaftice : and it is fuppofed, that this ef-
fay had a powerful influence on fome of
the American ftates, in their late regu-
lations concerning the trade to Africa.

As a-piece of polemic divinity, his-
¢ Predeftination calmly confidered,” is-
of diftinguifhed excellence.. It is a mo-
del of controverfy, clear and cogent;
concife and argumentative ; and the more -
convincing, becaufe the fpirit, in which
it is written, is as amiable, as the reafon-
ing is unanfwerable.- Perhaps, there is-
not, in the Englifh language, a treatife,
which contains, in fo fmall a compafs, fo -
full and mafterly a refutation of the prin--
ciple he oppofes.. It does credit to his-
judgment, that he fo early efpoufed, and -
fo ably defended the mild and moderate -
fyftem of Arminius, The Father of Mer-
cies, reprobating millions of his creatures,
before they exilted, is a contradiétion in .
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terms: aad he prefently faw it’s abfura
dity. }

- In 1777, Mr Wefley engaged in a.
4 periodical work, called the ¢ Arminian.
¢ Magazine.””  To givcitajuft charadter,.
vere no eafy takk. It is a ftrange med--
. lzy of heterogeneous matter, on all forts .
" of fubjects.  Part of it is dedicated to.
~ extraQsin faveur of general redemption ;.
znother part to fermons by Mr. Wefley, ,
and religious letters from his correfpond-. ~——
ents; and a fnug-corner is referved for.
/ witches and apparitions. The fale of this,
work is a remarkable proof of the autho-.
" rity of his name., Standing, as it did,
under.every poflible difadvantage; groan-
: mg under the load of a.religious contro-

vcrfv, of which every one had been long
chary ; of hundreds of letters, dull as
ffd.ullnefs itfelf, and with fcarcely any va-

siation, either of fentiment or expreffion;. -
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is magazime, with little pretenfion to.
literary merit, is in great demand ; ma-
ny thoufands have been annually difpofed
of, and the demand is continually in-
creafing.. How. long. this. will be the
cafe,. it is hard to fay. Whenever it
fhall depart this life,. it will not meet an.
untimely end: ard unlefs it:alter greatly.
for the better, it’s diffolution.will be no.
lofs to the republic-of itters..

—= Among the original works of Mr Wef-.
ley, are his fermons, in eight volumes: the
laft four of which were chiefly compofed.
for the Arminian Magazine, and colle&-.
ed and republithed in 1788. The merit,
of.thefe difcourfes is various. In gener-.
al, the laft volumes are much fuperior to.
the firft, both in matter and in expref-
fion. They are mere informing, as well.
as more fprightly and entertaining; tho™
fome critics- will chje& to the frequent -
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oftations from the poets. In thefe difs.
courfes, drefs, early rifing, and avariety
of fimilar regulations are much infifted
on: and though they are fubjets not
commonly introduced into the pulpit,.
the fermons, which treat of thefe, are by.
no means the leaft ingenious. .

The laft of his works, which we fhall”

mention, is- ¢ the: Appeal to Men of
Yeafon and Religion.”” This is efteemed -
one of his moft ftudied and argumenta-
tive publications. To fay the leaft, it is,
what he intended, an able defence of his -
fyftem and his general condu&: and
whoever wifhes either to vindicate, or to
attack methodi{m, thould, by all means,
make himfelf mafter of this work.

Of the fifty volumes of the ¢ Chrifti-
an Library,” confilting chiefly of extraéts
from authors of the latt century, and in~
- tended as a body of divinity for the ufe-
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-of the preachers, as well as the people,
~we fhall only fay, many of the volumes
are fo dull, that we have never been able
to wade through them: and of the vaft -
variety of {mall pamphlets, which Mr
Wefley publithed, the reader will eafily
judge, no particular account canbe given,
when he is informed, that-the num-
ber, exclufive of the Arminian Maga-
zine, is upwards of two hundred and
fixty. Among thefe are the Hymns on
different occafions, written chiefly by Mr
Charles Wefley, which are very numer-
ous, and which we difinifs, with obfer-
ving, that. the ' ¢ Funeral ard Scripture

Hymns”’. are in general the beft.

The -chara&ter of Mr Wefley, ‘as a
vwriter, has never yet been appreciated.
‘Among his own people, it has been e-
fteemed perhaps too highly: with the
.zeft.of the.world, his peculiar fentiments, '
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*and fome political pamphlets, which were
obnoxious to multitudes of readers, have
-contributed to' fet it too low.
" 'In point of Ttyle, his moft diftinguith.
ing charalter is'concifenefs. He abhor-
red circumlocution: and conftantly en-
“deavoured to fay every thing in the fews
reft words. "Hence he was fometimes
abrupt : and the fententious turn-of his
expreflions, gave now and then a fort of
“bluntnefs to his writings, and fuperfeded
“that air of elegance and eafe, which, ac-
- companied with a'becoming brevity, is
- peculiarly - pleafing. 'His concifenefs,
"however, did not prevent his perfpicuity.
‘Early accuftomed to diftin&ion, he knew
“how to feparate ideas apparently fimilar;
and his long habit of confidering every
Tubjeétin it’s moft fimple and direct view,
was the true reafen, that he-rarely fell
vinto obfcurity. '
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“Itappears, from-fome expreflions in
»the preface to ltis late fermons, that lve
‘'was confcious: of -a talent in writing,
which certainly does mot appear in his
works ; and which, in our opinien, was -
 fcarcely confiftent, eitlrer with his temper
-or his genius. He fays, that he ““could
-write: as ‘floridly and ‘thetorically as the
admired Dr Blair!” But theflorid is not
‘the ftyle'of Blair ; which s rather diftin-
-guifhed by a chalte, ¢laffic elegance; and
does not labour under that profufion of
ornament and figure, by which florid wri-
ters are diftinguithed. "Nor was he cal-
culated for an imitation of the rhetoric

“of this author. "What he might have
done in his youth, we - will not fay.
‘Had he chiefty dedicated himfelf to
“the "profeffion of -authorfhip, -and paid
‘the attention neceflary to elegance of
«compofition, it is more than, probable
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e ‘might have fucceeded. But - this
.was not the cafe. He valued him-

felf too much oa logic, to pay fufficient
. attention to the-ornamental part-of fine
‘writing.  As for.rhetoric, he always ap-
~peared to think too meanly of the art,
.and to hold it in a degree of contempt,
‘ by no means worthy fo excellent an ua-
- derftanding.

.. This remark will receive -additional
- confirmation from-a well known ancc-
.dote. When Junius appeared, Mr Wef-
‘ley offered his: fervices, and propofed to
. adminiftration, -to anfwer himz:.and, faid

he, ¢ I-will thew the difference between
- rhetoric and logic.”” The propofal was

nat accepted : and Junius, though fre-
“quently attacked, is to this moment un-
anfwered. Noris it at-all probable, ‘that

Mr Wefley would have fucceeded in the
|y dttempt. “Logic is not -all that is requis

..
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*fite in a political writer. “ Conviftion doe
not neceflarily imply perfuafion:: and the
elegant diftion, the impofing and infinu-
sting ftyle of fome writers, par.icularly,
if accompanied with ‘the .epigrammatic
fmartnefs and pungency of a Junius, wilk
'be-more than a-match for the argument-
ation of all ‘the ‘mere - rea{'oncrs in the
-aniverfe. '
- Thofe, ‘who are:in fearch df the chief
-excellence of Mr Wefley, "as an-authot,
muft look for it in his controverfial wri-
tings. -His fert was argument : and hrs
fuperior 1kill in this fcience, gave hiha
decided advantagc over moft of ‘his‘op-
'ponents. He availed himfelf, with equal
cafe, of fair and dire& “argumentation,
and of the fallacies and fubtilties of the
art: and he knew how to conceal thofe
fubtilties from the-eye of-a common ob-
ferver. The moft palpable fallacy we re-
You. IIL L
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member in his writings, js ina debate
on chriitian perfe@ion. And this, fay his
antagonift, ““is Mr Wefley’s perfection!™.
No, replies -he; -« have I not declared,;
over and over, that I am not perfeét "
He only meant, this was the peérfedtion:
hé inculcated. - Mr Wefley, by fhifting'
the terms-of the-propofition, eyaded the
argument, and replied to it, as- if i
meant this was the perfectnon he profcﬁ'ed
to-have 3ttained! :

“His love of brevity fometimes led hxm
aftray. He often ventured upon affer-
tion -without proof. The tutdr -was in
many of his writings too confplcuous a
fault into which . he was betrayed, in fome
meafure perhaps, by his canfeioufnefs of
the truth and propriety of the fentiments
he had efpoufed, and partly, by the fupe-.
rior deference to which he was fo long ac-
cuftomed.
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. . 1t will frequently ftrike an afentive
obfeever, that though there is in his wri
tings great force-and encrgy, as.well as
much perfpicuity, yet of the fublime ind
pathetic beauties of co&xpoﬁtion, there
are few, if any ¢examples. He often fuc-
ceeded in defcription, and fometimes in
ridicule : but he feldom imprefles the
mind with the tender and impaffioned e-
‘motions. ’ ‘ '
Upon the whole, hé was a laborious,
ufeful writer. His works have done
infinite good : and though he will fcarcely
rank in the firft clafs of Englifh authors,
his name will defcend to potterity, with no
fmall fhare of refpectability and applaufe.
If ufefulnefs be excellence ; if public
good is the chief object of attention, in
public charaéters ; and if the greateft be-
mnefators to mankind are moft eftimable,
L2
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Mir John Wefley will long be remem- =
bered as one of the beft of men, as he
was for more than fifty years the moft
diligent and indcfatigable.

&
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CHAP IX. ;
-A REevizw oF uis CHARACTER..

“VHE charater of eminent pcrfovns,i,
: who have gone -before us, is of,
courfe an obje& of the public attention. It
may be added, and defervedly fo. When
the tenor of a virtuous and ufeful life is
crowned with a correfpondent end, death-
fets his feal upon the departed, and gives
the rivet of cternity to his virtues. It
may be obferved alfo, that, though it be
proper, and even neceflary to public
utility, to draw men, not as they ought
to be, but as they are ; and to point out
the faults, as well as the excellencies of
thofe, whofc aftions may be clteemed

: Ls
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worthy the attention of mankind, we are-
however, to judge of their charater, not
fo much by particular circumftances, as-
by the general tenor of their conduét.
.. From the relation already given of his
general views, and of the tranfaétions,
in which he bore fo diftinguifhed a part,.
our readers can fcarcely fail to have form?
ed fome judgment of Mr Wefley’s cha-.
rafter. But, without perfonal obfervas
tion, a jult and accurate idea were im«
poffible. And as the opinions of man-
kind, coficerning him, are as oppofite as.
light and darknefs, we fhall endeavour
to prefent our readers with a full and
eomiplete view of this extraordinary per+
~ 'The figure of Mr Wefley was remarke

able. His ftature was of the loweft : his.
 habit of body in every period of life, the-
teverfe of corpulent, and expreffive of
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Bri@ temperance, and continual exercife:
* and’ notwithitanding his fmall fize, his
ftep was firm, and his appearance, till
within a few years of his death, vigorpus
and mufcular, His face, for an old man,
was one of the fineft we have feen. A
clear, fmooth forehead, an aquiline aofe,
an eye the brighteft and the moft pier-
cing that can be conceived, and a frefhs
fels of -compleQion, fcareely ever to be
found a his years, and impereflive of the
molt perfe& health, confpired te render
him a venerable and interefting figure.
Few have feen him, without being flruck
with .his appearance: .and many, who
had been greatly prejudiced againft him,
have been known to ¢hange their opini-
on, the moment théy were introduced
+nto his prefence: ‘In his countenance
and demeanour, there was a chearfulnefs
mingled with gravity; a fprightlinefs,
L4
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which was the natural refslt of an unux-
fual flow of fpirits, and was yet accome-
panied with every mark of the moft fe-
rene tranquility. His afpe&; particularly
in profile, had a ftrong chara&er of acute. -
nefs-and penetration. - :

- In drefs, he was a pattern of meatnefs :
:md fimplicity. A narrow, plaited ftock;
a:coat-with a fmall upright collar, no
buckles at his knees, no filk .or velvet
in any part: of. his: apparel, and 3.
head as: white as. fnow,. gave an idea.
of fomething primitive and apoftolical:
while an air of neatnefs and cleanlinefs .
-was diffufed over his whole perfon. -

. His rank, as a preacher,.is pretty ge-
neraly uaderftood. His-attitude in the
pulpit was graceful and eafy ;- his action

-calm and patural, yet pleafing and ex»

preffive: his voice not loud, but clear:
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and manly ; his ftyle neat, fimple, pere
fpicuous :. and admirably adapted to the
capacity of his; hearers.

. His difcourfes, in. point of. compofi-.
tion, were extremely different, on.differ-
ent occafions.. When. he. gave himflf
fufficient time for ftudy,. he. fucceeded ;-
and when.he did not, he frequently fail.-
‘ed.. A clear- proof,. that the employ-
ments; in-which he was engaged, were
too numecrous, and the ceconomy,. te
which he gave himfelf up, toe- tedious
and minute,  for. 2 man who generally |
appeared in-the pulpit.twice or. thrice a-
day. We have frequently. heard him,
when he was excellent ;. acute and in-
genious in his obfervations; accurate.ia
-his defcriptions, and clear. and pointed
in his.expofitions,. Not{cldom however
- havewe fopnd him the reverfe. Hepreacha-
9d-too frequently; and the confequence
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was inevitable. - On fome occafions, the
man of fenfe and learhing-was totally
obfcured. He became flat and infipids
His obfetvations were trite and comimon ;
his expdfitions of fetipture foreed and
unnatural, and the whole fubftance of his
fermons difjointed and out of courfe. He:
often appeared in the pulpit, when:total-

ly exhaufted with labour and want. of

veft: for, wherever he was, he made it
a point to: preach, if he could ftand up-

on hislegs. Many have remarked, that

when he ‘fell into anccdote and ftory-
telling, which was not feldom, "his dif-
coutfes were little to the purpofe. “The
remark is true.” We have fearcely ever
heard from him a tolerable fcrmon, in
which a flory was initroduced: - Whe-
ther he-obferved this cuftom in his youth,
we are not ‘informed ; but it has been
generally confidered; ‘as an infirmity 6F

.
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¢ gatrulous old age;
the familiar with the facred, little wors
thy the dignity of the pulpit ; and tho”
very proper, #nd perhaps ufeful in com-
mon. lif¢, by no means fit for the inftrue-
tion or entertaimmnent of a judicious aus
dienjces '

The conftant cmploymem of Mr Wel-
ley, in writing letters, or compofing, or
vifiting the fick, was not the only reafon-
he fometimes did not fucceed in public.
He feems to have-thought too little of
the preparation, which, in an extempor-
ary fpeaker, is indifpenfibly neceflary.
He regarded the general diftipline and
ceconomy of the focieties, as of the great-
¢{t moment and difficulty, and the public
exercife of his miniftry, as the leaft ar-
duous part of his office : and he informs
us in one place, that he gould ¢ preack
three or four times a_day, without any

-

a mixture of
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‘ttouble ;** but that the care of the focies
ties wa's a burden he. could ¢ fcarcely
bear.” : ' S

chcr was the contraﬁ greater bes
tween public chara&ers, than between
Mr Wefley and Mr Whitefield. The
former, when he was himfelf, had: an:
cafy fluency of expreffion, and.an addrefs:
and manner particularly chafte and nas
tural: He was often’ logical and cons
vincing, and fometimes defcriptive : ‘but
he never foared into fublimity, or de:
fcended into the pathetic. His ftyle was
the calm; equal flow of a placid-ftream;
gliding gently within it’s banks, without
the leaft rufile or agitation upon it’s fur-
face. The cloquence of Mr Whitefield was
of another kind: It was more various’
and yet, with all it’s variety, in him, it
was ftrictly natural. He was a preacher,
who alternatly- thundered and lightencd
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upon -his audience ; now filling ‘themr

with ‘terror, and now touching and af.

fe&ting. them wtih all the fofter and 'more

pledfing emotions. "He knew how-to in-

fpire them -with whatever paffion he was-
defirous-to call forth ; and the-Tmiles or
tears of his hearers:were -equally at his-
command. Though :not fo accurate a
fpeaker as Mr Wefley ;. he-was more po-:
pular. ‘He had a louder-and more mu-
fical voice ; histones were more-varied ;
‘his a&tion much-more diverfified, and his

whole addrefs in ‘public, -was that of a.
‘mafter in all the arts of popularity. Mr-

Welley :preached ‘to the learned ; Mtr

"Whitefield -to -the:people. - The former.
.gave-more fatisfaltion to acritical hearer;.
‘hut the latter was a greater favourite with-
the public. This was, evident in their

refpetive congregations. Each was ac-

wcuftomed to. the largeft affemblics in the.
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nation: but the difference was confider-
able.  Mr Whitefield's cangregations
were frequenily twenty er thirfty thou-
fand : Mr Welley's fearcely ever amannt-
ag to ene third ef the numbsr,. - .-
-~ Many have roprefented him as a- siai.
-of flender capacity; but certainly with
great injuftice. - Of the futility' of fach
‘reprefentations; his writings, particularly’
.thofe which are contvovei{ial, are a .fufli-
qient proof. e this may bt pdded, the
.office he filed with fugh diflis@tion at’
Oxford, and his great -addrels in "the
‘management of his-.peaple. Asafcholar,
‘he .was certainly refpe@able. He ‘was
-well acquainted with the Latin and Greek’
clafics ; and had a' telerable knowledge
.of the Hebrew, as well as.of Freach,
German, Spanith, and:Italian.: He had:
ftudied Euclid, during his vefidence in
college, and had attended with: a<good®
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depl of affiduity the philofophic leGures.
.In -philafophy however, he was 3 {eeptic.,
Hg did not believe in any fyﬂ;cm; He de-.
nied the calcylations of the plamctary dif-
aances, and the plusality of :worlds.. But
his philofophical knowledgefeems tohave
‘been rather general, than profound ; and
i his anf{wers to.an epponent who at.
tacked him in the papers on thefe fubjetts,
we difcover no deep refearch, no acite~
nefs ; in a ‘word, mothing that ean in.
cline us to fuppofe, he had made himfelf
mafter of the arguments, for, or againft
the different fyftems, which have been
“adduced by the various advdcates, or that
lie had formed' any new argumcnts of
.of his own.
+ To fuppofe him no -very profound
philofopher, is no impeachment of his ca-
* pacity. We have never yet found a maa
who excelled in every thing: and he whe
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-attempts every thing, muft in-many in--
ftances, be fupetficial. In philofophicdl
enquiries,a minuteand critical attention,-
frequent repetition- of experiment and:
obfervation, -and ‘the moft patient fpirit.
of inveftigation, are abfolutely neceflary
to diftinguifhed emimence and fuccefs::.-
-and we.need not fay, :that, :to all thefe,
the genius and employments: of Mr Wef-.
lcy were infuperably: averfe. - cote
.- As a writer, he-eertainly . paﬂ'cﬁ'cd ta~

: lents, both .from'nature and education,
which, had he compofed with-care, and:
allowed himfelf fufficient time, could:
fcarcely fail to have procured him a con-.
.fiderable reputation. .But-writing; as he:
.did, on the fpur of particular occafions,
he often difmiffed his pieces.in a crude,
imperfeét ftate, and defeive in accura-,
-cy and extent of information; which, in
:the prefent ftate of ‘knowledge, cannat
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'be difpenfed w:th in candldatd far htc-
rary fame. -
In the bloom of youth,- his tafte feems:
to'havebeen morejuft and difcriminating
than:in his more mature age: whence’
we conclude, that eitlier the company,:
with whom he converfed, or the books:
which he ¢hiefly read, after his'commen-:
cing itimerant; were not favourable to"
€legance and refinement. We have feen®
nothing of his; equal to the tranflations '
of Horace, which he wrote in his youth.’
And it is remarkable, that his effay on
tafte, ‘and his criticifms on Pope and Pri--
or, publithed in the Arminian Magazine,
dre jejunc, trifling, and contradiftory.
- In focial life, Mr Wefley was lively-
and converfible ; and of exquifite com-»
panionable talents.. He had been much>
accuftomed to fociety ; wis well acquaint.”
d with the-rules of good breeding; and;1
Vor. IIL M |
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incgeneral, perfedily attentive and-polite.
“The abftra&tion of a fcholar did not ap-
pear in bis behaviewr. He fpoke a.good
deal in company: ‘and, as he had fen
mush of the world, and,.in the courfe of
his travels, through every corner of the
nation; bad acquired an infinike fund of
anecdote and obfervation, he was not
fparing in his communications ; and the
maimet in which. he related them, was
no.inconfiderable uddition to ‘the epter-..
tainment they affordeds
- His mamner,. in privae Hfe, was the
-~ reverfe of cynical ar forbidding, It was
fprightly and pleafant, ta the lal degrees:
and prefented a beautiful contraft to'the
auftere dcﬁortmem of many:of his preach-
ers.and people, who feem to have rank-
ed: langhter among the mortal fins, Tt
was’ lmpoﬂ‘ble to.be-long in. his compa-
Mmy, w1thout putakmg his hilarity. N/e'-
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ther the infirmitics of age, nor the apv

-proach of death, had any apparent infhe.. -

-emce ony Ms manners. - His chearfulaefs
- contimied to the {aflt; and was as cons. -
Apicwous at fourfcore, as at one and
- fwenty. :
A remarkable festure in Mr Wcﬁty 5
: 'c_harraﬁer,. was his placability. His teun.
-pur wak. natwsally warar ard impetaous,
Religion had, in-a.grear degree, corredt.
ed this; though it was by no myans.era-
dicated.. Generally mdeedy hie preferved
-an air of fed atemefsand tranquilicy, wlsick
formed: a fteiking contralt to the Tieelic .
nefs, fo confpicuous in all' his altionsi
Perfecution from without, he bove not
only without anger, but without the'keaf?
apparent emotion. But it was Tot the
cafe in contefts of-another kind. Oppot
fitiont from his preachers or people he
could never brook. His autherity he
M2
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Theld facred; and, when that was called in
~queftion, we have known him repeatedly
“tranfported into-a high degree of indignas
tion. -.But what he faid of himfelf was
ftrictly true. He had a great facility in for-
giving injuries. Submiffion, on the part of
an offender, prefently difarmed his re-
fentment, and he would treat him with
great kindnefs and cordiality. If he ever
deviated from this-amiable condu&, we
_ aferibe it not to him. It was foreign to
himfelf. It arofe from the mifreprefent-
ations of fycophants, by one or other of
whom, in his latter days, he was perpe-
- tually befieged. S
The temperance of Mr Wefley was ex.
‘traordinary. In early life, he feems te
have carried it too far. Whether there
were fome particular reafons, in his cafe,
as fome have fuppofed, from warmth of
~conflitution, or fromn any other: caufe;

N
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which might induce him . to think it ne-
ecflary, it.were too much, withbut Pro,
per authority, to determine. Howeves
‘this may be, he was for many years, tem-
perate to-an excefs. Even Dryden’s
parith prieft did not exceed him. He
made ‘“almoft a fin of abftinence.”

The pradtice of fafting, with other in-
ftances of felf .denial, he began- at col-
lege, when about three or four and twen-
ty. And as old men generally retain a.
partiality for the cuftoms of youth, fo-
Mr Wefley, when obliged, for the fake
of his health, to obferve a more generous
regimen, did net iail to inculcate, both in
public and private, the moft rigid tem«
perance.  An ceconomy, which poflibly
might {uit fome few conttifutions; .but,
to the majority of mankind, muft be dan.
gerous, if not fatal. And it is particu.
larly obferved, that there is no period of.

M3
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life, in which a generous diet is more
neceflary, than when the body is advan-
eing to maturity.

Among other things, he was partic,.
lar in the article of fleep, One of s
maxims-was, ¢ without fafting and carly
rifing, it is impoflible to grow in grace.”
With {uch views, we need not wonder,
that he was fo attentive. to this himfelf,
and {6 affiduous and peremptory in en-
forcing it on others. His notion of fleep
cannot be better explained, than in his
. own words : :

.« ¢ Healthy men require a little above
fix hours fleep ; healthy women a little
aboxe feven, in four and twenty. If any.
que defires to know exadlly what quan-
tity of fieep his own conftitution requires,
ke may very eafily make the experiment
which I made about fixty yeass ago. [k
then waked every night ahout twelve oe
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ome, and Tay awake for fome time. I
readily concluded, that this arofe frqm
amy being longer in bed than natare re-
quired, To be fatisfied, I procured an
alarum, which waked de the next morn-
ing at feven (near am hour earlier than
I rofe the day ‘before) yet T lay awake
aeain at night.  The fecond morning 1
" rofe at fix ; but notwithftanding this, 1
lay awake the fecond night. “The third
morning I rofe at five; but neverthelefs,
112y awake the third night. © The fourth
morning I rofe at four, as, by the grace l
of God, I have déne ever fince. AndI-
lay awake no more. And I do not now
' lieawake, taking the year round, a quar.
ter of an hour together in 2 month. By
~ -the fame experiment, rifing earlier and
carhcr every morning, may any one fmd .
hnw much ﬂcczp he rea]ly wants.”’ -

My,
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Foward the dofe of life, he relaxed.

a little. The ficep be had allowed him- .
fe}f, was not fufhcient ; fu that he was
obliged, after dinner, to take a nap in
his chair. For fome years before his
death, he lived, as every man ought,
who can afford it, generoufly, yet tem.
perately. He took two or three glafl
es of wine after dinner, and two after
fupper : and eat heartily, and with a.good
- appetite. 'We much doubt whether ke
ever drank a pint of wine, at ong fitting;
in his whole life : and this regularity was
rewarded with fuch a vigour of conftitu-
tion, as fcarcely any one has known bat
himfelf. Ia thirty-five years he ncver
kept his bed one day. In his youth
indeed, be was fubjet:to the tooth-achy
and, in his latter years, to the cramps
but, upon the whole, his health was firm
and robuft, to the utmoft degree that cag.
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bBe- conceived.  Twice: or thrice in: his
life, in canfcquchcc of fevere colds, and
exceflive labour, he was fuppofed to be
eonfumptive. He had alfo two or three
fevers ;- which however, feem rather to.'
have ftrengthened than impaired his con-
ftitution. By a violent fhock againft the
pummel of his faddle, he contrated a
hydrocele, for which he underwent feve-
ral operations. But, in. June 1745, be«
ing feized, in the north of Ireland, with
a fevere fever, it effe€tually cured him. of
this qqﬁlplainu. -

. Perhaps the moft charitable man in
England, was Mr Wcﬂ'cyy'.' His liberality
to the-poor knew no bounds. He gave
away, not merely a:certain part of his in-
come, but all that he had. His own ne.
ceflities. provided for, he devoted all the
rclt to the neceflities of others. . This is
9.good work, in which.he engaged at a
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very early peried. b the Swonk we-
Jume of his fermons, 8 2@ Tcounr of e
charities of one of the farl me~wodwks
‘The name is not mentioacd - bac we fg-
pofe it t» be fpoken of himfl. < Wi
hie had thirty pounds a year, be Sved on
twenty.citht, and gave away forty &S
lings,  The next vear, recerving fixcry
poands, he fiifl lived on twcaty-ciek:,
and gave away two and thirty. The thid
year he received ninety pounds, and gave
awity fizty-two. The fourth year, he r=.
ccived a hundred and twenty pouads.
8till lie lived on twenty-cight, and gave
to the poor ninety-two.” In this ratio
he procecded during the reft of his life :
and we are perfuaded, that, upon a mo-
derate calculation, he gave away, i
about fifty years, twenty or thirty thoa.
fand pounds; which, almolt any other -
than' Himfelf, would have taken cxre.
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' to put-out at intereft, upon good fecuri-
ty. Had the money, he gave away fallen
into the hands of fome of his principal
favourites, and were they to live as long
as he did, the fum would certainly have
accumulated to fixty or feventy thoufand
pouads.

Mr Wefley’s charity had the fate, in
fome inftances, to be mifinterpreted.
Some years ago, appeared in the metro-
polis, Erafmus, bithop of Crete, His

“ epifoopal charadler in the Greek chureh,

- was authenticated by a- letter. from the

- Patriarch of Smyra; who added, that
the Turks had driven him from his fee,
for baptiging 2 muflulman into the faith
of Chrift. That Mr Wefley’s known li-
berality thould induce him to be kind to
" this venerable ftranger, it is eafy to con-
“teive ; but the report, circulated in the
' Gafpel Magazine, and other publicationis
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of that' period, that forty guineas had
been offered him by Mr Charles Wefley,
to make his brother a bifhop, has no ap-
* pearance of probability. To have with<
ed for fo 'unfubftantial a thing as a Greek
confecration, does no credit, either to his
head or his heart; and is indeed as little
likely, as the affertion of a certain reves
rend gentleman, that no one knew ¢* whe-
ther the faid bithop was a pick-pocket, ora
wandering Jew,” was liberal and-chriftia
an. But fome people will never learn to
keep within the bounds of decency. It
is to be obferved, that feveral of Mr
Wefley’ s preachers were ordained by this
Bithop.. This muft have been a curious
ordination : and when it is confidered,
that neither.did the. Bithop. underftang
Englifh, nor his candidates Greek, we
may prefume, that ¢the examination, and
the reft of the ceremony, on that occas -



¢ 1¥9)
t’ﬁon, muft have been particulary mﬂ'mc-
tive and interefting ! v -
The travels of Mr Wefley were-incef-
fant; and almoft without a precedent.
Brainerd, the miffionary to the American:
Indians, -and Xavier, the apoftle of the
- Eaft; feem more nearly to have refembled
bim in this inftance, than any minifter
we have heard of, in ancient or modetn
times. His prodigious labours, without
great pun&uality and. care in’ the man-
agement of hig time had been impoffible
He had ftated ho'urs,for.e»vcry purpofea
" His times of bufinefs-and relaxation, were
ot fuffered to interfere with cach other:
" He retired to reft between nine ‘and ten,
- and rofe foon after four::and no- com-
pany, no converfation, however pleafing
in fhort, nothing but ftern necefiity could:
tnduce ‘him to relax. His rules wersi
“like:the laws of the Medes and Perfians,
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ablolute and irrevocable. . He wrote, he :
travelled, he vifited the-fick, he didevery
-thing in eercain hours, which he:had pre-
feribed. for. himfelf: and-thole hours were
laviolable. 4
Ta determine the precile. meafore of
M Wefley’s labours, were too much to.
-attempt.  ¥his. public miniftirations were
bt 2 pant. of them = bue fram: thefd we
may fornr. fome eoaception off the reft:
‘During: fifty two yeaws,, ke generally des
liwered two. fermons a duy ; very fres
-quently four or five, Caleulating theve-
fore, avtwice zday, and-allowing fifty fers
snons. snnually for extraordinary occa.
fons, which is tie. Toweflr computaion
that can be mrade, the wisolenumber, in
fifty two wears, will be: forty thoufand,
foar hundred and-fixty: To thefe may
be added an infinite rumber of exhdrta-
tations to the focietics, after preaching,
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~and aqther oecafional meatings at which
he afiifted. ) ,

In Bis younger days, he tiavelled on
Borfeback, He was a liard, bat uadkil-
ful rider;. and his feat was as. (Higrace~ .’
ful, as it appeaved.unealy. With a beols
_in his hand, and hishands up ta bis head,
he: frequently tode fran fiftg to fizty er

~{eventy miles @ day.: and froma.ftrange "
notion he hed taken: up, of riding with
“the beidle on: his harfe’s. meck, manp
were the tumbies they had tegether. Of
his travels, the lowe(t caleulation we cawm
-make, i is four thoufand milgs annually,
which, in fifty-two years, . will give twa
hundrcd and cight thoufand miles.  Anm
- almoft incredible degree of labous;, and
which nothing, but the beft eanftitution,
- mformed by the moft a@ive fpirit, cauld
- bave enabled him to fupport !

.
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" Of the fatigue of writing we think not
fo much. In original compofition, there
is ‘a pleafure, which none but writers
know. Hadhe indeed copied the books
he abridged, it were a miferable drud-:
gery! But'he tock a much thorter me-
thod. He juft looked over his author,:
and drew his pen acrofs the -paffages: hei
difapproved ; and -this -with fo little ac.-
curacy, that he frequently left fentiments:
direly contrary to his-own ptinciples.
. The temper of Mr Wefley was as dif-
interefted, fo far as related to money, as
it was charitable. ~ Every one knows'the
apoftrophes in which, more than-once;
he addrefled the public-on this fubjeét §
~ declaring, that his own hands fhould be
his executors ; that, though he gained
all he could by writing, and wafted not
even fo much as a fheet of ipapery yetd
by giving all he could, he was effcGually

N
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preferved from laying up ¢ treafures up-
oncarth;” and that, if he dicd worthabove
ten pounds, independent of his books,
and the arrears of his fellowfhip, he
would give the world leave to call him
¢¢ a thief and a robber.” In this, asvall'
who knew him expeéted, hehas kept his-
word. His carriage and horfes, his clothes,
and a few trifles of that kind, are all, his
books excepted, that he has left. The.
value of the books may be eafily afcer-.
tained. But their value is of no fort of
confequence ; fince they are entirely left
té the conference ; his relations deriving .
no advantage from them, except a rent.
charge of eighty-five pounds, to he paid-
to his brother’s widow, during her life.
If he even had acquired a fortune by his..
writings, we fee no impropriety in it
As tf)ings are, we commend his difinte-
refted condu&. Had they been other- .
Vor. 1. =~ N |
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m;r'nk,"vwc fhould not have condemned
* him.
Among other excellencies of Mr Wef-
ley, we cannot but remark the general
- moderation of his controverfial. pieces.
Never was there a more fcurrilous race,
- than the greater part of his antagonifts.
Mr Church and a Mr Thompfon, with per-
-haps one-or two more, are the only dif-
* putants he engaged-with, who preferved
the temper and manners,we will not fay
of chriftians, but of gentlemen. Cenfi-
dering the illiberal behaviour of thefe
difciples of Zoilus, we-almoft wonder he
fhould have honoured them-with a reply.
The little roughnefs which now and then
-appears in his writings, was-certainly no-
thing, in comparifon-of the provocation :
and, for the moft part, when he ¢ fcour-
-ged them with whips, he fhould hawe
ixhed them with {corpions:” Whether

™
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forid of controverfy or not, he was for-
ced into it; and what he faid -of one,
was true of moft of his opponents: ¢ tor-
quebis, .ut vapules.” They teazed him
into debate ; and he generally difinifled
them with a found drubbing.

Mr Wefley poflefled, during his whole
life, a contempt of infidelsand free-think.
ers, which fome may conceive, bordered
upon afperity. Infidelity was frequently

the fubjeét of Ris fatire. In converfation -

- and«in public, he delighted to attack it ;
and many of his remarks were lively and
convincing. But s oppofition, now
and then favoured of illiberality ; nor
does he feem to have had juft coneep-
tions of the proper antidote. ¢ A pert,
{ballow, conecetted infidel, two degrees
below Voltaire,” is neither proper lan-

guage, nor in 2ny. refpe defcriptive of .

the elegant and ingenious Roufleau. We
N2
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diflike his infidelity : but we revere his’

eloquence and his genius. The circula-

tion of {tories, concernimg witchcraft and
apparitions, which equally difgrace the
joumals'aud the magazines, is no reme-
dy for deifm : and whatever Mr Wefley:
might have thought of their cogency,

the deifts will ‘fcarcely accept -them for

argument. Be they ever .fo true, they

are not that mode of proof which is pro--
per in this cafe: for to thofe, who are
believers in revelation, they are unnecef- -

fary ; and thofe who deny the fcriptures,

are pre-determined to rejet them. < If-

they believe not Mofes and the prophets,
neither will they be perfuaded, though
“one rofe from the dead.”

Mr Wefley, with many excellencies,

had alfo his fingularities. - In this clafs,

‘we reckon his exceflive -attachment te
particular opinions. Like many polemn-
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ics; who contend for victory, rather than:.
truth, he paid little attention, and gave
little weight to arguments, which com-
bated his peculiar fentiments. Frequent-
ly, he refufed them a hca1~ing. Hence,
when any thing was propofed, which he
difapproved, or any attempt made to‘go
into a debate on his favourite dotrines,
it was common with him to begin a ftory,
or to give out a2 hymn, and put an end
to the converfation. It is faid, every man
has his hobby-horfe. Mr Wefley’s was
perfe&ion : and he rode it fufficiently.
For many years, it was the Shibboleth of
_methodifm. He fhewed the moft mark-
ed attention to thofe who profefled, and
an cqual coldnefs to- thofe who oppofed.
it. Perfetionifts and Anti. perfetion-
ifts were the grand- divifions of me-

thodifin.  The wags laughed merri-’
V ly at the witnefles of perfetion.. Even

N3

-
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their brethren, in the focieties, “ eyed
them afkance,” and fet a mark upon.
them: while the Calvinian methodiils,
in fongs and madrigals, and hergics, al-
ternately vented their mirth and their in:
dignation.

A confiderable defe@ in Mr XVéﬂcy,_
is what we would call his fuperftition..
Of this fomething has been hinted al-
ready.  Another inftance, is his no-
tion of drawing lots. We cannot [up-
prefs a fmile, at his enumeration of the-
good effedts of his voyage to America,
One of thefe, is the ufe of the lot. This.
cuftom he borrowed from the moravians,_
and, in dubious cafes, frequently adopt~
edit. This is one thing in which Mr,
‘Whitefield and he differed : -and it was
~ in confequence of drawing lots, to de-
termine whether he fhould: write againft
predeftination, that the Calvinifts chace
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ged him With‘dﬁiwing lots for his craed.”

From the munificence of Mr Wefley,
it might be fuppofed, that he was a man
of much foftnefs and fenfibility. And
~ yet this does not appear to have been
the cafe. His charities rather feem to -
have been the refuit of a fenfe of duty,
than of -any peculiar tendernefs of na-
ture. He had no attachments, fo far as .
we have been able to difcover, that par-
took of the genius of friendfhip.” His -
regard for fome individuals, proceeded -
lefs from perfonal, than public confider- -
ations.  All his views were of this kind.
His firlt object, was the fuccefs of me-
thodifm: and, as he never doubted, that
the plans he had formed, were the beft
that could be devifed ; fo, when any of -
the preachers were of a different opini.
on, and refufed to concur in his mea-
{ures, he treated them as the mariners

N4
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treated Jonah. He threw them ‘overs
board with the moft perfeét indifference :
or, to borrow his own phrafeology, he
¢ commended them to God.”

This difpofition, whether it be called
apathy, or firmnefs, or by whatever other
name, was not peculiar to Mr Wefley.
Many great meh, efpecially in the politi-
cal world, have piqued themfelves upon:
it. Perhaps thcy think it neceffary, that.

* public charalers fhould be fuperior to-
the fenfations of common life. How far
this may be true, we fhall not,attempt to-
determine : but we thank God, that we
have never had any temptation to adopt
the principle. - :

Mr Wefley was, in fome rcfpc&s, a
man of penetration. In one, he certain-
ly was not. His choice of confidents:

“and favourites, did little honour to his
fagacity, Whatever knowledge he might

N
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have had of the general motives and prin--
ciples of human nature, he does not feem
to have been happy in penctrating into
- the views and chara&ers of individuals.

Like other fovereigns, he was furround-
ed by flatterers ; 'and like them too, he
often miftook the incenfe of adulation,
for the cordial offering of fincerity and
truth. Frequently he forgot, that, where-
ever power is }odgcd, al who have any
thing to hope, and are not tod fpirited
and independent to fear, will croud the
levee. The confequence, in his cafe, was
‘much the fame, as in all others. When .
fuch perfons infinuated themfelves into
“his good graces, the point was effectually
to prejudice himragaint thofe, who were
formidable, by their wifdom and integri-
‘ty: and, in many inftances, they fue-
ceeded. '
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We now come to the laft feature in
Mr Weiley's charalter ;3 his love of
power. He has been often charged with
this propenfity; and the charge is nat
yet refuted. We will fay more. We:
challenge any man to refute it.

Something of this has been intimated
before: but as it is a matter of fome con-
fequence, and a capital blemifh.in a cha.
ralter, in other refpets eitimable, it iz
neceflary to eftablith it by a candid ap-
peal to fad&s.. It is ealy to accufe; and
it is equally fo to deny: but a feries of
plain fadls, are fuch decided proofs of
the difpofition of the agent, that it is im-

pofiible to miltake them.
 The power, for which Mr Wefley con--.
tended, was abfolute. It was a power -
to receive or exclude preachers or peo-
ple; to call a conference, to appoint the
preachers, who thould attend it, and, in
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generil, to do what he pleafed, by his.
own proper authority. There is no trace
of fuch a power in the firlt minuates of
conference, in 1744: By thofe minates,
equal liberty was eftablithed, as a funda-
mental articie : and, in.a fublequent con-
ference, Mr Wefley and the preachers
mutually ¢ figned an agreement, not to
a&t independently of each other.” As
the minute, we have juft mentioned, is
remarkable for it’s good fenfe and liber-
ality, we tranferibe the paflage.

- ¢¢ Queftion, How far does each agree
to fubmit to the judgment of the majo-
rity ? . :
¢ Anfwer. Infpeculative things, each
can only fubmit fo far as his judgment
fhall be convinced: in every pradtical
~ point, each will fubmit fo far as he can,
without wounding his confcience.

“ Queftion. Can a chriftian fubmit
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any farther than this, to ‘any man, or
. number of men upon earth ?

-#¢ Anfwer. It is plain he cannot, either
td bifhop, or convocation, or general
councik Am{ this is that grand principle
of private judgment, on which all the re-
formers proceeded :* ¢ every man muft
judge for himfelf; becaufe every man muft
give an account of himfelf unto God.””

In this quotation, which we call the-
original compac? between the preachers
and Mr Wefley, it is remarkable, that the
firlt queftion fuppofes the fubmiffion of
every preacher, and that only fo far as is
confifltent with a good confcience, not to.
him individually, but to the majority..
Mott of the ex pof? faclo.laws, which he
eftablithed, or endeavoured to eftablith
in the fequel, were fo many violations of
this compa&. It was violated by his in-
trodudtion of his notes on the New Teft--
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ament and his volumes of fermons into
the deeds of the preaching houfes, as the
telt of found doétrine, and the rule, on.
their conformity to which, fhould depend
‘the admiffion or continuance of preachers
in the connexidn. It was violated by
the requifition, that the preachers thould
prbmifc to ferve him ¢ as fons in the gof-
pel,” and that they fhould ‘read fuch
books only as he recommended. It was
ftill farcher violated, by his making it a.
rule, that they fhould print no books’
.without his permiffion : and laftly by the.
arbitrary feletion of one hundred preach-
ers as the only mvc'mbcrs of conference,’
and by the razure of the compat itfelf,
from the minutes of conference, on their
republication in 1780. :
~ Againft this latt a&, one preacher
. having remonftrated, was anfwered ; <1
dave not made fo bad a ule of my pow-



( 206 )

er, as to render this cliufe neceflary :*” to
which it was very properly rerurned,
<1 had rather hold my liberties by the
law, than by the favour of any man.””
A motion was made, that the minute
concerning the right of private judg-
ment, thould be reinflerted im it's proper
place. It was voted in without ane dif-
fentient voice: but he tack care not to
infert it, to the day of his death. To
this it may be added, that, at the con-
ference in 1783, Dr Coke attempted,
in his name, to inroduce a minute, fig~
nifying the concurrence of conference; ta
Mr Wefley’s giving abfolute power to a
felect committee, to conduét the affairs of
the {focieties, after his deceafe ;-and ano-
ther, to call for the deeds of the feveral
preaching houfes, out of the hands of the
truftees, and to lodsre them inan iron fafe,
under the New Chapel, City Nead ; of

K




' (¢, 207 )

which fafe, the Doltog kept the key! In
both thefe, -he was outvoted by a very
large majority. '
Such are theeprinciples, om which we
ground the aflertion, that Mr Wefley
was fond of power, and that his temper
~ was defpotic. -When any man attempts
* the fubverfionof cuftomsand regulatwns,
- as much diftinguifhed by their excellence
- as their antiquity, it is a natural con-
- clufton, that he is fond of abfolute rule,

- and would fubftitute others inftead of
* them, lefs cxcellent and unexceptionable:
* and in this cafe, whoever that man maybe,
he ought to be oppofed in the attempt.

“In fuch a conteft, he may, if he pleafes, -
“ brand oppofition with the name of rebel-

lion : but we fay, it is virtue.

On the authority of the-above falts,
(and if more were neceflary, we can ea-
{ily produce them) as well as uyen the
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fan&tion of fome perfonal knowledge of
the man, we muft infift, that Mr Wefley
was, during the laft ten or fifteen years
of his fupremacy, the moft abfolute of
~ monarchs. His will was the law. If he
ever receded .from a refolution, or re-
fcinded a favourite meafure, it was not
choice, but neceflity. If he retreated, it
was only for the moment. He never
thought his authority fecure, but when
exerted to the utmoft : and therefore, if
ever furprifed into a conceflion, he took:
the firlt opportunity of meafuring his.

fteps back again ; and, by frequently re-
turning to the attack, he was fure, foon-
er or later, to carry his point. Ina word,

the love of power was the chief mifery
of hislife; the fource of infinite difgufts;
and the moft frequent caufe of the de-
fe&tions of his friends. Had not his vir-
tges been fullied by this and fome other
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defetts, he had avoided rnax{y errors and-
inconfiftencies, into which he has fallen;
and we fhould have given him; without
dedudtion or:referve, the praife, to which
his piety, his labours, his learning, and
- his general ability in the management of
his people, had fo-juftly entitled him.

' 4’0;,. III. : , o |
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CHARxp

. His rasT Sicexess axD :DraTn.

. ‘TPOHE death of Mr Wefley, like that
T of his brother Charles, was one of
thofe rare inftances, 4n .which 'nitdre,
drooping under the load of years, finks
into the grave, by a gentle decay. With-
in the laft three years, it was particularly
vifible, in the gradual extinion of me-
mory, a faculty he once poflefled in the
greateft perfettion, and in a general di-
minution of the vigour and a&ivity he fo
long enjoyed. 'His labours however fuf-
- fered little interruption: and when the
. fummons came, it found him ftill occu-
~ .pied in his Mafter’s work.
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On Thurfday, the 17th of February,
1791, he preached at Lambeth, when on
‘his return home, he feemed much indif-
~ pofed,  and fuppofed he had taken cold.
The next day, he preached at Chelfea,
with fome difficulty ; and, in the evening,
had a high degree of fever. On Satur-
day, he read and wrote as ufual ; dined
at Iflington, .and defired a friend to read
to him, from the fourth to the feventh
chapter of Job. On Sunday, being quite
unequal to his ufual employments, he
was obliged to keep his room. He flept
- feveral hours +n the courfe of the day.
Two of his own difcourfes, on the fer-
mon on the mount, were read to him;
- and in the evening he came down to {up-
per. On Monday, he was fomething bet-
ter, and paid a vifit to a friend at Twick-
enham. On Tuelday, preached at the
Lity Road, and on Wednefday, at Lea-

O-2
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therhead, delivered his laft fermon, from
4« Seek ye the Lord, while he may be
found ; call upon'him, while he is near.”
On Thurfday, he paid a vifit:to a family
at Balaam; from whence he returned,
extremely ill. His friends were ftruck
with the manner of his getting out of
the carriage, and ftill more, when he
went up ftairs, and fat down in his chair.
He feiit every one out of the room, and
defired not to be-interrupted by any one
for half an hour. 'When' that time was
expired, fome mulled wine was brought
him, of which he drank alittle. Ina
few minutes.he threw it up, and faid,
< I muft lie down.” Dr Whitehead be-
ing fent for, on his entering the room,
he faid, ¢ Do&or, they are more afraid,
~than hurt.”- Moft of this day he lay in
bed, with a quick pulfe, and a confider-
~able degree of fever. and. ftupor. -Oa '
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S'a’turdayv, he was much in the fame ftate;
but on Sunday morning, he feemed bet-
ter, got up, and took a cup of tea. Sit-
ting in his chair; he repeated thofe words
of his brother Charlcs,

Till glad I lay th|s body down, .
Thy fervant, Lord attend ;

And O! my life of mercy crown
With a triumphant end!

Prefently, he prophetically exclaimed,
~ ¢ Qur friend Lazarus fleepeth.”” Cone.
-verfing with fome perfons, who then en.
tered the room, he was fatigued with thc
exertion, and obliged to lie down. Af-
ter lying fome time quiet, he looked up,
and faid, * fpeak to me, I cannot fpeak :””
and feveral kneeling down to pray with
him, his hearty amen fhewed that he was
perfettly fenfible of what was faid. Some
-time after, he faid, ¢ there is no need of
. 0
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more. When at Briftol (alluding to an:
illnefs in 178 3\) my words were, -

I the chief of ﬁnners am,.
-But Jefus died for me !”

He then queftioned his niece, Mifs
Wefley, concerning early rifing.. His
head now began to be a little affeited;
and during the delirium, he fancied him.
felf going to preach, or to meet the:
claffes, or engaged in fome or other of
his ufual employments.  Sitting towards
the evening in his chair, he faid, ¢ what
are all the pretty things at Balaam to a
dying man?”’ And again hc repeated

- -the lines cited above.

- On Monday the 28th, the “phyfician-
and his friends being defirous another-
fhould be called in, he refufed, faying,.

¢ Dr Whitehead knows my conftitution-
“Wetter than any one. Iam pcrfc&}; fa.
&

e
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tisfied ; 'and will not have anyone elfe. -

Moft of this'day, he flépt and fpoke bt

little. Once he faid, .in a low but di-’
{tin& manner, ¢ there is.no way into the-
holieft, but by the blood of Jefus.”” This
was a reftlels night. It is remarkable,
that during his illnefs, he never com-.
plained of pain, but once ;. when he faid,
that he felt a pain in his left breaft, when
he drew his breath. In the morning he
began, and fang two verfes of a hymn.
Lying ftill, as if to recover ftrength, he
called for pen andink; but when it was .
brought, he could not write. Soon af-
ter, he faid again, ¢ I want to write.””
Paper being fet before him, and a pen
~‘put into his hand, he faid, ¢ I cannot.”,
A perfon faid; ¢ let me write for you,
Sir. Tell me what you would fay.”” No-.
thing, replied he, ¢ but that God is with
us.” In the forenoon, he faid, ¢ 1 will.
04

’
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get up:” and while they were prcparmg ¢
his clothes, he broke out, in a manner
that aftonithed all who were about him,

~ in finging,

» I’ll praife my Maker while I’ve breath, .
And when my voice is loft in death;
Praife fhall-employ my nobler powers :
My, days of praife fhall ne’er be patt,
While life, and thought, and being laft,
Or immortality endures,

Being afked, whether he.defired, in:
exfe of his removal, that any or all the
preaghers fhould be convened, he an..
{wered,  no, by no means; let all things,

- remain as concluded-at-the laft confer-
ence.” Soon after; he was obferved to
change for death. He broke out into
prayer, and then began to fing. His
voice now beginning to fail, he gafped
for breath, and faid, ¢ now we have done
all. "Let us all'go.” He was now laid
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on the bed, from which he rofe no more..
After fome time, he called to tnofe who
~were with him,. to ¢ pray and praife.”
He fpoke to a friend concerning the key-
and contents of. his bureau; and. faid,
¢ 1 would have all things ready for. my
executors,” Here his voice failed again;
but, taking breath, he added, ¢ let me
be buriedin nothing:but what is wool-
~ len; and let my corpfe be carried in my
coffin into the chapel.” He then called
upon them-to. ¢ pray and praife,”” and,
took cach by the hand, and affetionately
faluting them, bade them farewell.  At-
tempting foon after to give fome farther
“direétions, he was incapable of doing it;
but rafing his arm, he faid, * the beft of
all is, God is with us.” Somehing be-
ing given him to wet his lipéi he faid,
~ <t will not do; we mutt take the con-
fequence. Never mind the poor carcafe.”
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"I'wo or three ftanding near the bed,.and+
his fight now nearly gone, he afked, ¢ who
are thefe?” Being told, his brother’s
widow was come, he faid, “ he giveth.
his fdrvants reft ;> thanked her, as fhe-
prefled his hand, and endeavoured to-
. kifs her. His lips being again wet, he
repeated his ufual grace;. ¢“we thank
thee, O Lord, for thefe and all thy mer..
~ cies; blefs the church and king, and
grant us truth and peace, through Chrift
our Lord.”” After fome paufe, he faid, .
“ the clouds drop fatnefs. The Lord is
with us; the God of Jacob is our re-
fuge.” He then again called them to-
prayer, and repeated amen to their peti--
tions. |
Moft of the following night, he often
attempted to repeat the pfalm he had'
fung before; but could only get out,
“I'l prdife, I’ll praife.”” On Wednefday
“
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morning, -his end drew near. His old
friend, Mr Bradford, who, with the af-
fection of a fon, had attended him for
many years, now prayed with him; and
the laft word he was heard to articulate,
was ¢ farewell.””  On this morning, the.
fecond day of March 1791, 3 few minutes:
before ten, while a number of friends -
were kneeling around his bed, he expi-
. red without a groan. - Thus- ended the

- ufeful, laborious life of Mr Wefley.

The death of this good man, for fuch
he certainly was, was an admirable clofe
of fo aftonifhing-a fcene of pious and in-
duftrious. zeal:. Having taken fo large’a
view of his charaéer, and laid fuch a va«
riety of fa&ts before the public, we de-
cline fumming up the evidence, or com
prefling into.narrower limits, the fub-
ftance of the preceding obfervations,
But, by way.of compenfation, we prefent
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our readers with two fketchess the firft
of which, though drawn with the warm
colouring of a friend, and confequently
a little overcharged, is upon the whole,
no bad likenefs of a man, who w.ll be
confidered by pofterity, as one of the-
moft diftinguithed charalters of the mgh-
teenth century. ' '
~ This was written bya phyﬁcnan, fome
years ago, on'a premature report of his
death : who, we hope, will have the
goodnefs to excufe fome few alterations
we thought it neceflary to make.

¢ Now that Mr John Wefley has fi-
nifhed his courfe upon earth, I may be
allowed to eftimate his chara&er, and the
lofs the world has fuftained by his death.
Upon a fair account, it appears to be
fuch, as not only annihilates all the re-
proaches that have been caft upon him ;
but fuch as docs honour to mankind, af
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the:fame time. that it:reproaches-them.
His natural and acquired abilities were
both of the higheft rank. His appre-
henfion was lively and diftint ; his learn-
ing extenfive. His judgment, though
not infallible, was in moft cafes excellent.

. His mind was itedfaft and refolved. His

elocution was ready and- clear, graceful

and eafy, accurate-and unaffetted. As

a writer, his ftyle, though unftudied and
flowing with natural eafe, yet for accu-

racy and perfpicuity, was fuch, as'may
vie with the beft writers in the Englith
language. Though his temper was na. -
turally warm, his manners were. gentle,
fimple, and uniform. Never were fuch
happy talents better feconded by an un-
relenting perfeverance in thofe courfes,
which his fingular endowments, and. his

zealous love to the interefts of mankind
anarked out for him. His conftitution
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was excollent: and never was a condti.
tution lefs abufed, lefs fpared, or more
excelfently applied, in an exa@ fubfervi-
ence to the faculties of ‘his mind. His
labours and ftudies were wonderful. The
latter were not confined to theology-only,
but extended to every fubje& that tend-
ed, either to the improvement or the ra-
tional entertainment of the mind. If we
confider ‘the reading he difcovers by it-
- {elf, his writings and hts other labours
by themfelves, any one of them will ap-
pear fufficient to have kept a perfon, of
ordinary application, bufy during his
whole life. In fhort, the tranfaions of
his life could never have been perform-
ed, without the utmo(t exertion of two
qualities, which depended, not upon his
capacity, but on the uniform ftedfaftnefs
of his refolution. Thefe were inflexible
temperance, and an unexampled cecono-

"'\ .
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-y of time. In thefe he was a pattern
to the age he lived in; and an example,
to what a furprifing extent a man:may
~ render himfelf ufeful in his generation,
~ by. temperance and’ punctuality.. His
friends and followers have mo reafon to
be athamed of ‘the name of Methedilt,
he has entailed upon them: as, for mm
anintetrupted courfe of . years, ‘be. has
-given-the world an’inftance of the peffi-
bility of living, without wafting a fingle
hour ; and of the advantage of a regular
diftribution of time, in difcharging the
important duties and .purpofes of life.
Few ages have imore néeded fuch a pub-
lic teftimony to the value of time; and
perhaps none have had a more confpicu-
ous example of the perfeftion, to which
the improvement of it may be carried. -

¢ As a minifter, his labours were un-
paralleled, and fuch as nothing could
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have fupported him under, butthe warm-
¢lt zeal for the doétrine-he taught, and
for the eternal interefts 5f mankind. He
* ftudied tobe gentle, yetvigilantand faith-
ful towards all. He poflefled himfelf in
patience, and preferved himfelf unpro-
voked, nay, even unruffled in the midft
of perfecution, reproach, and all manner
of abufe, both of his perfon and naine. '
-But let his:own works. praife him. He
‘now enjoys the fruit of his labours, and
that praife, which he fought not of mcn,
‘but of God. '

“To finith the portrait. Examinethe
general tenor of his life, -and it will be
found felf-evidently inconfiftent with the
-imputation of his being a flave to one
paffion or purfuit, that can fix a blemith
upon his charadter. Of what ufe were
the accumulation of wealth to him, who,
through his whole courfe, never allowed
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himfelf to taflte the repofe of indolence,
or even of common indulgence in the
ufc of the neceffaries of life ? Free from
the partiality of any party, the fketcher
of this excellent chara@er, with a friend-
by tear, pays it as a juft tribute to the
memory of fo great and good a man,
who, when alive, was his friend.”

- The other is a flighter fketch; but fo
far as it goes, fufficiently accurate: and
we flatter ourfelves, tirat the judicious
reader will confider it, if mot a perfed,

‘ yet a beautiful pictyre of this extraordi-
+ nary perfbn.

¢ Very lately, 1 had an opportunity,
for fome days together, of obferving Mr
, Wefley with attention. I endeavoured
to confider him, not fo much with the
cye of a friend, as.with the impartiality
of a philofopher ; and I muft declare,
every hour I fpent in his company, af-

Vou. IIL P '
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forded me frefh reafons of cfteem and
veneration.  So fine an old man I never,
faw. The happinefs of his mind beamed-
forth in his countenance. Every look
fhewed how fully he enjoyed the gay
confcience of a life well fpent ; and where-
ever he went, ke diffufed a.portion of his
own felicity. Fafyand affable in his dew
meanour, he -accommodated himfelf -to
every fort of company, and fhewed how
happily the moft finithed courtefy may
be blended with the molt-fervent piety.
In-his converfation-we might be at a lofs-
whether to admire moft, his fine claffical .
tafte, his extenf(rve knowledge. of men
and things, or his overflowing goodnefs
of heatt. While the grave -and ferious
werc charmed with his wifdom, his fpor-
tive fallies®of innocept mirth delighted
cven the young and thoughﬂcfs; and

™~
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Both faw, in his uninterrupted chearful-
nefs, the excellency of true religion. No
- €ynical remarks on the levity of youth
embittered his difcourfe. ' No applaufive
retrofpect to paft times marked his pre.
fent difcontent. In him, even old age
appeared delightful, like an evening with-
out acloud; andit was impofiible to ob-
ferve him, without withing fervently,

“ may my laft end be like his!>
“ But I find myfelf unequal to the
tatlk of delineating. fuch a charatter.
What I have faid, may appear to fome as
“panegyric ; but there are numbers, and
" thofe of tafte and difcernment: too, who
* can bear witnefs to the truth, though by
ijo means to the perfetnefs of the fketch
I have attempted.’ With fuch I have
been frequently in his company; and -
every-one of them, T am perfuaded, would.
Pa '
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fubferibe to all T have faid.  For my own
~ part, I never was fo happy, as while with
Lim, and fcarcely ever felt more poignant.
regret, than at the parting from him ; for
I well knew, “l never fhould look upoix
his like agam.” | '

If, in the courfe of thcl’c memoirs, we
have fometimes commended, and fome-

times cenfured, we have .endeavoured
~ to. do it with impartiality,. Wi have
intended, not a novel, but a hiftory: and
thetefore, though we have defcribed Me |
Wefley, as a man of great virtues and -
abilities, we have not confidered him as
a perfe@ chara@er. The above fketches
take in only the brighter and more
amiable features. Like fome portraits of
Elizabeth, they are all light, and no
fhade, But without the latter, the pic-
ture were imperfect. Thisdefed we have
endeavoured to avgid : and Mr Wefley is
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accordingly reprefented as a man ofgreat
acal for religion, of indefatigable labours,
of much benevolence, and, m general, a
moft able lcader of a party : but, on the'
other hand, it is flewn, that he was
fubje®t to fome fraikties, which prove,
that, though a great and excellent perfon,
he was not fuperior to the imperfetions
eommon to mankind. .
" Such a fubje& could not be treated-

with the freedom of hiftorical difcuflion,.
without giving offence. We are forry
that it is fo. We were aware of it from
the beginning ; and can only fay, the in-
tention was not to offend, but merely to
do juftice to the fubjet, by telling the:
truth ; and that, fo far only, as appeared
neceflary. In fome inftances, we have
Jeaned to the fide of extenuation; but
hope we have not exaggerated in any
~ thing. .
P3
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* "To fhew that Mr Wefley has kept his
“word with the public, and was in faét as
free from any difpofition to the accumu~
lation of wealthi, and the aggrandizement
of his family, as he profefled, we fubjoin
a copy of his will.—Of the future ftate
of methodifm, we fhall fay nothing at
prefent. In this' matter, almoft every
thing will depend on the refolutions of
the enfuing conference.

FINTIS



LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT -
| V OF THER .
" Rav. JOHN WESLEY,"A. M.

——
In the Name of God, Amen !

I JOHN WESLEY, Clerk, fometime Fellow

of Lincoln College, Oxford, revoking al
others, appoint this to be my laft Will and Tefta~
- ment.

I give all my Books now on fale, and the copies
of them (only fubje& to a rent charge of 85l a
year to the widow and children of my Brother)
to my faithful friends, John Horton, Merchant,
George Wolff, Merchant and William Marriott,
Stock-broker, all of London, in truft for the ge-
neral Fund of the Methodift Conference in carry«
ing on the work.of God, by Itinerant Preachers,
on condition that they permit the following Com-
mittee, Thomas Coke, James Creighten, Peard
Dickinfon, Thomas Rankijn, George Whitfield,
and the London Affiftant for the time being, ftill
to fuperintend the Printing Prefs, and to employ
Hannah Paramore and George Paramore as here-
tofore, unlels four of the Committee judge a
change to be needful ®, - ,

—b

© # Since the death of the Rev. Mr Welley, »
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l give the Books. Furniture, and whatcver ele
belongs to me in the three houfes at Kingfwood in
trult to Thomas Cake, Alexander M"ther, and
Henry Moore, to be flill employed in teaching

and maintaining the children of poor travcllmg_

Preachers. +

I give to Thomas Coke, Dr John thtchead .

Deed bearing date O&. 5. 1790, and gxecuted 'by-
him before two witneffes hath appcared wherein.
%e gives all thefe books, ftock in trade, &e. to.
Thomas Coke, Alexander Mather, Peard Dickine .

fon, John Valton, James Rogers, Jofeph Taylor,
and Adam Clarke, in TrusT for carrying on the
Work of God, by Itinerant Preachers ; fubject to
the rent-charge above mentioned, or the prmcxo
pal fum, with all dcbu and legacies fpecified in
the Will. |

. N- B. The intentson of thm Deed, with (efpea
to the application. of the praduce of the books,
&c. is exatly the fame as exprefled ia the Will s
and the Exccutorsand Truftees are perfeitly agreed,
and refolved to a& in concert in fulilling the de-
" fire of the deceafed.

4 Theve is alfo a Deed of Leale and releafe ex-
ecuted by Mr Wefley on the 25th of February,
178G, whereby he grants, bargains and fells unto
Thomas Coke, Alexander Mather, and James
Rogers, all his right, title, eftate, &c. to the
School at Kingfwood and the Premifes there, with
the furmture, books, &c. for the fame ufe as is

‘declarcd in the Will, conczrning the bovks asd’

Aurnitare.

]
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and Henry Moore all the Books which are in my.
Study and Bedchamber at London, and in my
Studies eliewhere, in truft for the ufe of the Preach- |
- ers who fhall labour there from time to time.
I give the Coins, and whatever elfe is found in
the drawer of my Bureau at London, to my dear
grand daughters Mary and Jane Swith. .
_ I' give all my Manuferipts to Thomas Coke,
Dr Whitehead, and Henry Moore, to be burnt or
publifhed as they fee good.

" T give whatever Money remains in my Burean
and Pockets at my deceale to be equally divided
between Thomas Brifcee, William Collins, Joha
Lafton, and Ifaac Brown.

I defire my_ Gowns, Caffocks, Sathes, and Bands, - °

may remain at the Chapel for the ufe of the Cler-
gymen attending there.

I defire the London Affiftant for the time being
to divide the reft of mv wearing apparel between
thofe four of the travelling Preachers that want is
moft ; only my Pellife I give to the Rev. Mr
Creighton : my Watch to my friend Jofeph Brad<
ford : my Gold Seal to Eliz. Ritchie. |
~ 1 give my Chaife and Horfes to James Ward
and Charles Wheeler, in truft, to be fold, and the
money to be divided, one half to Hannah Abbott,
and the other to the poor members of the Scleét
Society. . ’

Out of the firt money which arifes from the
fale of Books, I bequeath to my dear fifter Martha
Hall (if alive) 4ol. to Mr Creighton aforefaid 4ol.
and to the Rev. Mr Heath 60l. _

And whereas I am empowered by a late Deed
‘%o name the perfons who are to preach in the Newr

R
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CHapel at London (the Clergymen for a continux
ance) and by another Deed to name a Committee:
for appointing Preachers in the New Chapel at
Bath, I do hereby appoint John ‘Richardfon;
‘Thomas Coke,fames Creighton, Peard Dickin-
fon, Clerks, Alexander Mather, William Thomp-
fon, Henry Moore, Andrew Blair, John Valton,
Jofeph Bradford, James Rogers, and William .
‘Myles, to preach in the New Chapel at London,
and to be the Committee for appomtmg Preachers
in the New Chapel at Bath. ’

1 likewife appoint Henry Brooke, Painter,.
Arthur Keen, Gent. and William thtcﬁonc,
Stationer, all of Dublin, to receive the annuity of
sl (Englilh) left to Kingfwood School by the.
late Rogcr Shiel, Efq;

I give 6l. to be divided among the fix poor men, .
named by the Affiftant, who fhall carry my Body
to the grave; for I particularly defire there may
be no hearfe, no coach, no efcutcheon, no pomp, .
except the tears of them that loved me, and are
following me to Abrgham’s bofom. I'folemnly

" adjure my Executors in the name of God, pupc-
tually to obferve this. '
" Lattly, [ give to each of thofe travelling Preach-
ers who fhall remain in the Conne&ion fix months
quftcr my deceafe, as a little token of my love, thc
sight Volumes of Sermons.

T appoint John Horton, George Wolff, aud
William Marriott, aforefaid, to be Executors of"
this my laft Will and Teﬂamcnt, for which trouble
they will receive no recompence till the Refurrece
txon of thc Juft.
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. Witnefs my hand and feal the 20th day of Feb-

“ruary, 1789.

JOHN WESLEY. (fcal )
Signed, fealed, and delivered, by the faid Teft-
ator as and for his la Will and Teﬁament,

" the prefencgtof us  ° :
WILL?AM CLULOW,
ELIZABETH.CLULQOW.

Should there be any part of my perfonal Eftate
~undifpofed of by this my Will: I give the fame
unto my two Nieces E. Ellifon, and 8. Collct,
equally.

]OHN WESLEY.
"WILLIAM CLULOW.
ELIZABETH CLULOW.

Feb. 25. 1789.

I give my Types, Printing.Prefles, and every
thmi{pertmmng thereto to Mr Thomas Rankin,
and Mr George Whitfield, in truft for the ufe of
- the Conference. ]
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Page 8. L. 6. read calf fhuil.
" 24. L 12. r. ardint and exemplory.
ibid. 1. 19. r. fo affzging. ’
. 74 L 6. r. as well for your paft kindnefs,
as for, &c. °
134 1. 9. r. from which.
152. 1. 1. r. reafoning. :
212. L. 4. r. influence of this fire.
220. L 13. for immediately r. sntimatchy.

"VOL. IL

Between p. 64 and 65. fupply the word afwance.
507. L. 6. for any r. aa. '

VOL I
Tage 41. L 3. r. love of applaufe.
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