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" INTRODUCTION.

THE Rev. Charlés Wesley was descended
from a long line of learned and pious ances-
tors, whe had the honour of being suﬂ'erers, in
the dxﬂ'erent ages wherein they lived, for their
steady adherence %o their religious principles.
His great-grandfather, Bartholomew Wes-
ley, John, son to him, and his maternal grand-
father the celebrated Samuel Annesley,*
LL. D. first cousin to Lord Annesley, Earl of
Anglesea, were all ejected from their livings
* Dr. Samuel Annesley was one of the predchers at
Whitehall ; but after them wrder of the King he withdrew
from all intercourse with the men in power, and attended
solely to his parochial duties. He was Vicar of Cripple-
gate and Lecturer at St. Paul’s. King Charles II. on his
restoration re-appointed him to his living, but his enemies
found means to eject him again. All parties acknow-

ledged his itegrity.
ag
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by the act of uniformity, and enrolled amongst
those illustrious names who 'chose ‘father to
. sacrifice every -worldly advantage than vie-
Jate their conscience ; affording bright exam-
ples of heroic firmness and’ Christian résig-
wation, under the oppressions of a moient
jpﬁu‘ty and malicious enemies. o

- Hiis father, the Rev. SamuelWesley, qmtted
the' Dissenters when a boy, from reading a.de-
Yfonce ‘of the death of King Charles I. Froma
private academy ‘he entered himself at Eketer
College, Oxford, where by his eriditioh’and
abilities he’ soon acquired academic Houours,
andi fnaintdined himself without-the assistatice
of his'friends on a slender stipend, till-he ob-
ituined -orders’ and a curicy: His loyalty
Beingiso remarkable at such, anage, herwils
«trongly solicited by the .party: of .James: X},
'to sipportithe ineasures of the courtin favowr
of popery, with promises of high preferment.
But he absolutely refused to read the-declara-
tion ;' and:whey surréunded Iy courtiers,!sol-
diérs; ahd ‘nformers, préached a-bold:iand
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pointed - discourse from :Daniel, iii. 17, 18 :
« -Ifit be ;505 .aur. God. whom. we. serve is
able to deliverwus from the burning fiery. fur-
nace, and hewill deliver us out of thine hand,
O king. :But if not,.be it known to thee,
O.king, that. weiwill not serve thy. gods,, nor
worship - the - galden image which thou hast
set. up :’’—evificing an. unequivocal proof
that a-person of  high church principles may
be:a true friend of the Protestant cause, and
of the liberty of .the subject. :
When the glorious revolution took place in
1688, he was the-fitst who wrote in -defence
of it, and dedicated:the beok te Queen Mary,
who so:much approved the performance that
she gave him the livings of Epworth and
‘Wroote in Lincolnshire, .and appointed -him
Chaplain-extraordinary to-herself. All this
family were educated, at the university of
Ozxford, and became Masters of Arts and. Stu-
dents-or Fellows at their respective colleges.
"The Rev. Sampuel Wesley married very
iearly in Iife the daughter of Dr. Annesley,
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a woman of éxtraordinary intellect and. einis
nent accomplishments ; but her great eharac:
teristic was piety, which she so sedidously i«
stilled into the minds of her young :childres,
that they ever attributed 2o’ her instrictions
(under Divine Providence) the ptinciples and
habits of order which ‘dibtinguished 'their
‘conduct through life. By this lady he had
nineteen children. He destined histhree sons
- from their birth to the church, should: their
inclinations accotd with his ‘wishes } ! and he
was not disappointed. His'eldest son Sanduel
was entered King’s scholar at Westminster
‘school, and sent to Christ-Charchi, where: he
beocame Student, and wassolicited, as soon ashe
had attained his Master’s degree; to supply the
place of usher at’ Westminstery in which em-
ployment he remained’ 20 years: He took
orders undér the patronage: of> Bishop Aster
bury, to whom his unalienable attachment
blocked up “every ‘ avenue of prefermient,
and prevented his being elected  one ‘of the
masters ‘ of that semimaty. ‘! He - sttgined
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much celebrity by his peetical talents, and
lived in-habits of intimacy with Lord Oxﬁ)rd
Pope,andSmﬁ; -and the Dean, though him-
* sel€'a Whig, was & steady friend to his family.
In this circle his wit and literature were held
in high estimation. But genius was his lowest
excellence ;. he was a man of inflexible inte-
grity and active benevolence. The mﬁrma.t;y
for the sick and poor at Westminster was first
projected by Him, and his strenuous endeavoura
eminently promoted its success. He wasinde-
fatigable in the cause of morals and rehgum-
and if his notions of church government
were carried to excess, his public adherence
to a friend in disgrace, when he foresaw it
must preclude his own advancement, was me-
- ritorious.  On quitting Westminster he re-
sided at Tiverton, and was head master of
the grammar school, where he ended his
days, muchhonoured and Iamented and where
. his'memory is still cherished with respect.
John Wesley, thesecond son, was educ@ted at
. the Charter House, and became Fellow of Lin-
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colp CollegeOxford, atthe ageof twenty-threg..
His ,reputation as a polite schalar, an exceljent;
cgluc, and a sound logician; was:soon establighs-.
eﬁl, | h‘; was chosen Greek lecturer and modenar!;
tor of ﬁhe classics ; and hadhe' pursued riches -
and honours in any of the learned professions,:
thqare is1 httle doubt he would have. obtained:
them. Prevmus to his ordination he wrote:
in a letter to his mother < I,once wished ¢o.
make a fan' show in learning and.philasophys :
but itis past There is amoreexcellent way iem
yet a httle ‘while and we shall all be. equal.in:
_knowlgdgg, 1f we-are equal ip virtue.”” - itu
It was by, the perusal of the writings of the
ev. W,xlham Law* that he:entered-upon that:.
stncWess of deportment which distinguished

4 o, 4 et

& 'The Rev. Wlham Law was a non-Jurmg clergynian .
of ithe chiurch of England '
The:late ' learted Dr. Johnson' Haé left 'upénl‘i'ec‘ér'd”
that  Low's, Serious:Caltto'a Relijious Life" was the biest:
book on the . subject in the English language, and from
whiehi-h detived his serious principles. . )
Edward Gibbon, Eéq (with whom there was some fam:l} g X

TR RNy S ikth SRS
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lim and his community. He was ordained by
Dr«Rotter, Bishop of Oxford, and now be-
caine conspicuous fot his zeal, and the careful
disttibution of-his time, which he régulated
(as’hie did' the most inconsiderable action) by
method. - As his natural temper was uncom-
nienly. atmable, his itifluence over his pupils
waygreat; ‘and while 'he endeavoured con-'
seientiously to make them good scholars, he
laid down three rules as mdtspensable to the '
pregress of learning and 'virtue: 1st, Eaxly |
rising:2dly; Fo avoid the acquaintance of the -
trifling andidle; 3dly, To retrench superﬂuous E
expenses. = All - the smgulantles hie recom-
mended were on the side of reason and rehgmn.’ﬂ
‘Charles Wesley-was five years younger than
John, and sixteen younger than Samuel, under
whom he was bred-as King’s schelar alsp.at:
Westminster,and who instilled inte him these
high-church prmmples ‘which neverfwer‘e‘era-

R PRERTS E R

cormexnon) mentxons Law as the only, ;6nsxstgnt Chusaa.g .

he ever saw. Hxs works (tlll he, becgmg ‘mystical), are
marked by strong ‘sense and clear reasoning.

L
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dicated. His progress in learning procured
him the favour of his master, and his courage
the love of his school-fellows, amongst- whom
was the late Earl of Mansfield * who renewed
his intimacy with him in the decline of life,
remembering him as his early champiomin ju-
venile battles. He went captain of thie.school
to Christ-Church, Oxford, of which he was
elected Student and Master of Arts. ,

His brother John gives this accouns of him
on his first residence at the university : « He
pursued his studies with diligence, and led
a regular harmless life ; but when I spoke to
-him of religion, he would answer, HWould you
have me turn a saint all at once, and hear no"
more.”

In his twentieth year he began to thmk se-

-#* James Murray, Earl of Mansﬁeld, was ‘descended

from an ancient family who espoused an active part in
favour of the Pretender during the rebellion of Scotland,
On his entrance into Westminster schoo] he suffered much
ill-treatment from the boys on account of his ancestors.

Party violence raging in ‘those times extended to the chll-
dren as it does now in France.- s
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tiously. . His brother was then officiating as
curate to bis father, and on his return had
the' satisfaction to find him -following his
steps. Hekept the church fasts, attended the
daily prayers and weekly sacrament, observed
‘the methods of study prescribed in the .std-
tutes of -the university, and persuaded some
of his young friends to do the same. TFhe
exact order in' which (like John) he spent
'every hour procured him the name of Metho-
dist ; and it appears that Charles was the first
-on whom this title was conferred, though there
were no regular meetings established till kis
brother returned from Epworth, to whom théy
unanimously committed the direction. of their
plan, and then began to spend some evenings
in every week together in reading. the Greek
Testament and discoursing on religious sub-
. jécts.. Some young students of other colleges
‘requested to join them, amongst whom' whs
the Rev. J. Harvey, and afterwards George
‘Whitfield. Such smgular piety naturally in-
curred the ridicule of their gay and thought-
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less acquaintance ; but-it ‘was not till :they
visited the sick (though with' the permission
of' the minister of the parish), :the rwordk-
houses, and prisons, set up-a charity schoel,
tind devoted - some - portion of their tifne to
instruct the ignorant poor, that it stitred-up
the opposition of all the irreligions and:pro-
fane. - Mr. Morgan of Christ:Church (sén
‘of :an opulent Irish Gentleinan) led the van frt
thése ‘benevolent acts. John Wesley, who
withed to avoid giving offence by any need-
less irregularity, had consulted his father, who
was' remarkably attached to church “order,
-stating What they had done, and' what they
proposed o continue ; who highly commen-
ded their conduct, espeeially their wvisits: to
the prison, but advised them to obtain the
consent:and direction- of the Bishop of;Ox-
ford, who, with the Vice-Chaneeltor, immedi-
ately expressed the warniest approbation of
their active zeal. They now were branded
as ‘Enthusiasts, Sacramentarians, Reformers.
Jehn wasentitled the Father of tlic Holy Club.
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Various reports- were- circulated, amongst
whieh, ‘that they had been. the death- of Mr.
Morgan by imposing on him rigerous - fasts :
fhis. calumny, however, was,soon refuted by
-Mruv.Morgaﬂ’s father,; who was convinced that
#-was-his pious son who had set the Wesleys
the-example - of fasting, and been. prevailed
upon te-change - his too -abstemious mode.. of
living before they began theirs. He candidly
~ took pains to satisfy the public it, was a false- -
hood, .and was ever ready to :vindicate - their
characters. from like injurious aspersions, ...
It was about this period that .the enemies
of . the Christian revelation were so mugh;in-
creased, so daring in their .attempts, to.pro-
pagate deism .in the universities, as. to rause
the attention of the Vice-Changellor ; 1 Who,
with consent of the Heads of Houses.and
Proetors, issued an edict, which: was. fixed, up
in most of the halls, enjoining. the ,several
tatars.of -each college tq redouble,,thgir. dili-
genge, as:there were some of the members of
the/ wniversity in dangar .of being corrupted
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by ill-d¢signing persons, who not only enter-
tdinéd blasphemous notiens contrary to the
Christian Religion, but endeavoured to instil
them into inexperienced minds; exhorting
each tutor deeply to inform his respective
pupils in their Christian voeation, explain
the articles of religion which they professed
and were- to subscribe, enforce the necessity
of* perusing the Scriptures and such other
books as might promote sound principles and
orthodox faith; and further, forbidding the
Junior members of the university to read any
books that might tend to ‘weaken faith, sub-
vert the authority of Scripture, and intreduce
deisma, irreligion, and profaneness. The
Dean of Christ-Church was the only one who
would not permit this edict to be placed in
the halls of his college. ,
-"Fhie writer of Mr. C. Wesley’s life* here
reémarks ¢ that it is edifying te a pious- mind
to‘trace the ways of Providence not only as
thiy relate to individuals, but as they affect
<. - ®Dr Whitehbed =
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whole bodies at large. In the case before us
we may observe that, at thevery juncture when -
the infidels were making so strong an effort -
to diffuse. their baleful principles in this cele-
brated .seminary of learning, God was pre-
paring two or three young men to coun-
teract the evil, and to plant a religious so-.
ciety in the same spot, which extended its
beneficial influence farther and wider than it
- ever. entered into the ideas of the little com. .
munity to, conceive, and which was ‘in the-
end .the means of reforming the outcasts of -
mankind throughout the kingdom.” 4
When death deprived them of Mr. Morgau,
the brothers continued unshaken in their pur- .
poses. They were- the bond, of union in their:
selected company, and if one or more of the..
members deserted them through fear: or:
shanje, their own resolution remained, inflex-
ible. They boldly raised the standard agains¢
infidelity and vice - indefatigablein acts of cha».
rity, ‘exercises of devotion, and habits of self- -
denial, they passed through. good report and

1



xvi INTRODUCTION.

evil "report, apparently insensible  to either.
In the year 1731 a meeting was held by the
seniors of some of the colleges to  stop the
progress of their zeal; and it was publicly
rumoured that a certain Rev. Doctor was
about to blow up the « Godly Clud,” now
its most common name. Whether his noble
intention was overuled by the interposition of
higher powers, or himself ashamed of it, is
not known ; but they had no other moles-
tation than the censure and ridicule of cha-
racters like his own. But accounts of their
ascetic singularities spreading far and wide,
their father took a jourmey to Oxford to ex-
amine himself whether they might not carry
matters too far, and injure their healths and
their cause by unnecessary rigour. In a letter
to Mrs. Wesley he writes, « I am well repaid
formy expenseand labour, bythe shiningpiety
of our two sons;” and in which it appears
that he did not disapprove -of any of their
proceedings. This worthy old clergyman
died in 1735, and they had the privilege of
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attending him in the last peaceful moments
of his exemplary life. : Do

In this year, the trustees of the new ' co-
lony of Georgia were’ seeking proper clergy-
men to send over to the’ settlers to mstruct
the Indians. . D

~ The establishment of such a colony in
America was suggested by some humane and
opulent gentlemen who proposed to trans-
plant the indigent of Great Britain and Ire-
land; free of expense, with materials to build
and cultxvate the soil ; and in 1732 they ob-
tained a patent from King George IL. for le-
gally carrying their plan into execution. The
- late General Oglethorpe was appointed the
head of the settlement. He was a man. of
enterprise and ability, an excellent judge of
political utility, and sensible of the benefit
which might be derived, not only by the pro-
vision' for so many poor people, .but by the
further security of Carolina, if he could pro=
cure proper instruments for the undertaking,
He was intimately acquainted with the elder

b .
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brother of the Wesleys, and fixed upot Jokn
and Charles as the persons exactly qualified
to go out as missionaries in a new world.
By his solicitations, aided by the request of
the other trustees, they agreed to embark for
America : Charles was engaged as his private
secretary, besides being the secretary for
Indian affairs, and also appointed the minis-
. ter at Frederica ; John, at Savannah.

--But the fundamental regulatioits established
by the tfustees were not adapted to the
sitwation of the poor settlers, or the prospetity-
of'the province. Like other distant legislators
who formed laws om speculation, they fell
into many errors with the best possible inten+
tions. Their injudicious restrictions, the wars
jo which they were involved with the Spaniards
and with their neighbours the Creek Indians,
and their frequent insurrections among them-
selves, perpetually threw the celony (which
was ill provided with accommodations) into
a state of confusion and wretchedness. ,

- Wew settlers ape commonly a dissatisfied

1
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people; and those:whom General Oglethorpe
carrizd over With him added tb the number of
malcontenty ;, particulacly some wormen, whe
proved to be of lpose morals:. their influence
over the men, aod jealouslds of each dther,
were oontinuelly promoting. amimosities and
divisions, . The: serious deportment of Mr
Wesley, his fraquent reproofs, and.above all,
his acute penetration intb their charatter,
rendered him an object of their hatred during
the voyage, which they seon manifested.oh
shore. Plans were deeply laid tb tuin him ia
the opiaion of the General, or take hiin off by
askassination : when he walked in the wootls,
he ofjen narrowly escaped being:shot by guns
fired as by accident, but which aftetwards ap-
peared to havé been aimed at Zim. The
shafis of calumny were more successful:
wmben mmtinfes arose, General Oglethotpe
‘was made %o believe that Mr. Wesley was the
instigator, and had persuaded the pesple tb
leave the oedony. In consequence of thedse
insinuations his coriduct bowards him, without
b2
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for some time assigning any cause, became
totally changed; and when Mr. Wesley found -
out to his utter astonishment, that he was
accused of exciting discontent amongst the
people, he could only deny the charges and
request to confront his  accusers. The hard-.
ships and ill treatment to which the loss of
the Governor’sfavour exposed him in a foreign
land, and surrounded with enemies, could only
have been patiently endured by a practical
Christian. He continued-to discharge his
ministerial labours and official employments
with unremitted diligence; but though his
mind was supported, his frame sunk under
the weight: he was thrown into a violent
fever, and being deprived of the consolations
of kindness or medical aid, his life must have
fallen a sacrifice, if his only friend in the place
(the Reverend Mr. Ingham) had not brought
his brother from Savannah to rescue him from
his oppressors. An explanation with the
General then took place ; the whole iniquitous
plot was discovered, and his enemies were
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compelled to bear a testimony of his inno-
cence, and their own guilt; denying their
charges before all those to whom they had
alleged them.
, It is justice to the memory of General Ogle-
“thorpe .to mention that he became fully sen-
sible of his error, and endeavoured to repair
it ; and having had full proof of the ability and
integrity of his injured secretary, who had
borne his wrongs so -meekly, he anxiously
sought to retain-him, promised to build him a
house, and supply him with a deputy in his ab-
sence, if he would remain in the province : he
prevailed on him to delay his resignation till
himself returned to England. Mr. Charles .
Wesley carried the dispatches over to the
trustees, waited for the arrival of the General ;
but foreseeing the impracticability of instruct-
ing the Indians in a state of war, the little good
which could result from his residence in that
divided colony, and unambitious of the ad-
vantages attached to his employment, he gave
it up in 1788.
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‘The populatity of the brothers, on their
return to their native country, raised a spirit
of prejudice and persecution scareely to be
imagined in this age. The churches were so
crowded that it was complained there was not
room for the best of the inhabitants. They
were charged with delivering new doctrines
from the pulpit by strictly inculcating the old ;
and they waited on the Bishop of London * to
answer the complaints he had heard alleged
against them respecting their preaching the

absolute assurance of salvation. HisLordship’s
~ werds were memorable : * If by assurance
you mean an inward persuasion whereby a

* Dr. Edmund Gibson: his learning recommended him
to Archbishop Tennison, whom he succeeded at Lincoln
before he was translated to London; he governed his
diocese with the most exact care, jealous of the least pri-
vilege belonging to the Chureh, a friend to toleration, but
be opposed all repeals of the Test Act. His opposition to
masquerades gave great umbrage at court, and. impeded
his further preferment. He was the author of many cele-

brated works, and. equally remarkable for hxs economy
and munificence,
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mwan is conscious to himself, afier cremining
his life by the law ¢f God, and weighing his
own sincerity, that he is in a state of salvation
and acceptable in his sight (a phrase used by
our Church), I do not see how any good
Christian can be without such an assurance.”
They replied, * This is all for which we con-
tend ; but we have been accused of antinomi-~
anism for preaching it in the words of the
Eleventh Article of our Church (Justification
by Faith). Indeed by delivering the doctring
without enjoining good works, many have
been made antinomians in the reign of
Charles 1.”” They requested his Lordship not
to receive  an accusation against pmesbﬁars
but at the mouth of two or three witnesses,
which he promised not to do, and he dismissed
them amicably. Their lives, as well as rules,
were a sufficient proof that they were zealous
of good worke.

They next visited the Archbishop of Can-
terbury who was not the least prejudiced
against them. He cautioned them not to give
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more umbrage than was inevitable in the pro-
mulgation of our Church Articles, and avoid
objectionable phrases. Heavowedthedoctrine
they dwelt upon, as expressed therein, i.e.
Justification by Faith, or, in other words, that
the ground of man’s saloation is the death of
Christ alone, and good works the mecessary
Sruits of it.” He exhorted them to stand by
the doctrines of the Church, which they
assured him they would do (though they ex-
pected persecution) while her Articles and
- Homilies remained unrepealed. ;
Some time after his Lordship manifested
displeasure, not for the discourses they deli-
vered, but the irregularity of their zeal. Order
is undoubtedly necessary in church and state
government ; but when a system of laws
purely human is so established in either as to
‘become perpetual, whatever changes may
take place in the state of a people, it must in
many cases become defective rather than be-
neficial. The end of regularity in the Church
'is the propagation of knowledge and the in- .
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crease of true religion ; but if the strict obser-
vance of the rule impedes the end, the end
mustbe attained, though the prudential means,
which are in some circumstances obstructive,
be neglected. Deviations in non-essentials, if
the end be promoted thereby, cannot promote
aschismin any church. The clergy however
were loud in their clamours, and at last pro-
ceeded to refuse them their pulpits. This it
was which laid the foundation of itinerant
preaching, which did not take place before ;
and their steady determination to do good to
their fellow-creatures overcame all the ob-
stacles which the fear of man or loss of favour
placed in their way. They were neither to be
intimidated by danger, affected by interest, or
deterred by disgrace : and surely it required
no common degree of resolution to expose
themselves to the rude ignorance of the lowest
of the people, the contempt of men of respect-
ability and influence, and the censure of their
particularfriends ; yet all these evils were in-
curred by this mode of reforming the outcasts
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of mankind. " It is not possible to imagine
that, in their situation in life, men of learning
and abilities, distinguished by academic
honours, could have been actuated by any
motive but the purest benevolence.
Travelling from place to place, and preach-
ing in the open air, to diffuse knaowledge snd
awaken a sense of religion in the commen
people, was extraordinary and new, and it
was certainly irregular, and excited the as-
tonishment and the censure of the public.
Few could form a conjecture of the utility
which resulted from, or the hardships attached
to,suchanundertaking. Let it beremembered
that at that period there were no Sundey
Schools, no Tract Societies, no propagation of
Bibles, and consequently there could be no
-royal patronage (as now) for charities which
had not been formed. It was a period, also,
when the pious zeal and activity of the clergy
was not such as at the present day. A general
supiness and worldly spirit pervaded that
order; and though doubtless there were some
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{as in every age) that did honour to their
profession, the bigotry and opposition which
the Messrs. Wesleys met in the beginning of
their efforts to reclaim their fellow creatures,
sunk into the depths of misery and vice, was
unjustifiable by all the rules of charity.

The labouring poor are the most numerous
~ class in every country ; they are not less ne- °
cessary to the happiness of a nation than to
the higher ranks ef society. In the year 1738
their education was totally neglected ; few of
them were taught the duty of attending
churches, and there was no pessibility of doing
them good but by some extraordinary
mode of communication, as their ignorance
and vicious habits removed them out of the
reach of those salutary methods appointed .
~ by government.

It was a matter of natlonal importance that
so large a part of the cammunity should be
instructed in the principles of religion and
~ the social duties of lfe; and it is in this
point that the nmames of John and Charles
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Wesley and the Rev. George Whitefield. will
peculiarly be held in honour by the candid
and unprejudiced.

. They directed their Iabours to those who
had no instructor, to the highways and hedges;
to the miners in Cornwall and Newcastle, and
the colliers in Bristol. These unhappy crea-
tures married and buried amongst themselves,
and often committed murders with impunity.
It was -always dangerous to pass their woods
till these clergymen visited them,and, by their
_ active and unremitting endeavours, a sense of
niorals,decency,and religion, was introduced :
the ignorant were instructed, the wretched
relieved, and the abandoned reclaimed. In
this arduous task they not only met with op-
position from the clergy, but shameful treat-
ment from the magistrates, who (to the dis-
grace of the times. be it mentioned), so far
from punishing or restraining a lawless mob
assembled to abuse them, encouraged and
often instigated their excesses.

. The Rev. Charles Wesley, in the com-
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mencement of his itinerant labours, experi-
enced the same persecution as his brother
from the infuriated populace, both in England °
and Ireland. He was reviled, insulted, as-
saulted with stones ; houses were pulled down
which he entered, and the poor inhabitants -
plundered and wounded, even women and
children were maltreated; facts too well
known to be controverted. Often his invin:
cible meekness and intrepid composure would
disarm the ringleader : sometimes one of the
rioters more humane than the rest would es-
pouse his cause, and effect a division that
preserved his life, which was always hazarded
when the' tumult began. .

Surely the reformers of such a class merit
the praises of posterity, especially if it be con-
sidered that these ministers had every thing
to lose, reputation, health, and fair prospects
in the world ; and nothing to gain but outrage
and insult from the mob, great bodily fatigue,
and general contempt.

If it should be here remarked that enthu-
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siaam inspires fortitude, some higher case
must be assigned for that unwearied charity
which persisted in such hazardons efforts to
promote the eternal welfare of their petsecu-
tors, for that unshaken attachment to the
church to which they belonged, and the re-
spect they ever inculcated towards, their cle-
rical brethren. Providence crowned - thefs
ministerial labours with astonishing sueccess.
The effects of civilization soon appeared
amongst the colliers, and many ip the same
station ; while numbers in a-higher rank were .
led to consider the impprtanee of a atligious
life, and the truths of Christisnity, who never
before employed their thoughts upon the
subject. , .

. 'They-put lived enmity and prejudmes many
of the pulpits of the clergy wete opén to them
in their latter years, and they received every
mark of respect from all denominations, .
.. The political sentiments of populaz ssen
are of importance to the state. The Weslgys
were streauous advoecates for monsrchy, ‘and
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particularly attached to the Brunswick family.
All their adherents in- America during the
war wer¢ firmly loyal : aad so large a body
of people as the Wesleyan Methodists are now
become, still maintaining the same principles,
are no inconsiderable support to government.

The- Rev. Charles Wesley departed this
life in the full vigour of his mental faculties
by a gentle decay of nature in his. eightigth
year: his brother survived him three years.
Bright hope and pious resxgnatmn distin-
guished their last moments.

The character of the brothers was distinctly
different; John was born with a temper which
scarcely any injuries could provoke, ingrati-
tude ruffle, or contradiction weary. This dis-
position peculiarly qualified him to governs
but he was se far from arrogating autherity, or
demanding submission, and his geatleness and
forbearance rendered him so much the ebject
of levé amongst the people who placed them-
selves under his care, that they considered

t Their sovereign pastor as a sovereign good™ -
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It has been remarked that public men do
not often shine in private life. Though he re-
garded ¢ all the world as his parish,” and
every man as his brother, he was amiable in
his domestic circle, and kind to his relations,
especially to those who were dependant upon
him, or whom he thought neglected and op-
pressed. Charles was full of sensibility and
fire ; his patience and meekness were neither
the effect of temperament or reason, but of
divine principles. John affectionately dis-
charged the social duties, but Charles seemed
formed by nature to repose ini the besom of his
family. Tender, indulgent, kind, as a brother,
a husband, a father, and a master; warmly
and unalienably devoted to his friend ; he
was a striking instance that general bene-
volence did not weaken particular attach-
ments, discerning in the character of men,
incapable of disguise, and eminently grateful.
The peculiar virtue of John was forgiveness
of enemies. He has been frequently known
to receive even into his confidence those
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who had betrayed it, and basely injured him.
They not only subsisted on his bounty, but
shared his affection; nor was it easy to con-
vince him that any one had wilfully de-
ceived him ; or, if it were attested by facts,
he would only allow it had been so in that
single instance. T

Equally generous and kind was his brother
respecting enémies,and capable of anentire re-
conciliation; but he could not replace his con-
fidence where he had expenenced treachery.
This formed some variation in their condtict,
as also the higher church principles of Charles,
who manifested them to the last, by desiring
to be buried in consecrated ground.

His most striking excellence was humility ;
it extended to his talents as well as virtues;
he not only acknowledged and pointed out,
but delighted in the superiority of another,
and if there ever was a human being who dis-
liked Ppower, avoided pre-eminence, and
shrunk from praise, it was Charles Wesley.

c
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“In their lives they were lovely, and in
their deaths they were not divided.”

His poetical talents were confined to sacred
subjects ; he wrote short hymns on the most
remarkable passages of the Old and New *
Testament. There is not a point of divinity,
doctrinal, experimental, or practical, which
he has not illustrated in verse. His funeral
hymns breathe not only the spirit of poetry,
but the extreme susceptibility of the pious
author, and the religion of the heart.

As a preacher he was impassioned and en-
ergetic ; and expressed the most important
truths with simplicity, brevity, and force.

Most of these.sermons were delivered in
his early youth, when he was in America:
the thirteenth sermon, by the- Rev. John
Wesley, was never published amongst his

works. They are presented to the public by
his Winow. ' ' :

/
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SERMONS.

SERMON 1.

(Preached before the University of Oxford.) -

e ——"

He that winneth souls is wise.

Prov. xi. 30.
—’_—

XN a place where philosophy or the love of
wisdom is 80 universally professed and so care,
fully cultivated, where so many are obliged by
their office to study and practise this particular
sort of wisdom, and where more are designed
and endeavouring to qualify themselves for the
same sacred function, it cannot but be highly
proper to make that wisdom the subject of our
consideration, which so great a part of us are
B
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engaged by such peculiar ties to recommend
both by our lives and doctrines; and to explain
and enforce this important truth, ¢ He that
winneth souls is wise.” He that winneth souls—
that draweth them from vice to virtue, from
rebellion against God to obedience to his holy
laws—that recovers them from darkness and
the shadow of death to the paths of light and
peace—that disentangles them from the fatal
snare from which they had no hope, nay, no
desire of escaping—that disappoints the de-
stroyer of his prey, even when he said,  there
is none to help them "—he is wise indeed! as
will be evident if we consider: First, the end
he proposes; Secondly, the means that lead
to it.

First, the end he proposes.—Winrﬁng souls
may be considered first as bringing glory to God.
It is true, no action of any created being can do
this in a strict sense, can at all add to that essen-
tial glory wherewith his Creator was clothed from
eternity : yet, in a lower sense, whatever we do
may be done to the glory of God; that is, may
at least remotely tend to manifest his glory, to
increase the honour paid to him by his creatures,
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to make him more known and more beloved by
spreading his holy name, and adorning his
gospel. And in this sense he that winneth
souls eminently advances the glory of God,
by displaying his glorious nature and attributes
to the sons of men, who alone of all the visible
creation are capable of contemplating them.
Man alone of all the inhabitants of this world
can acknowledge and praise Him that made it
can raise his thoughts and affections from sen-.
sible objects to Him *“ whom no man hath
seeh or can see:” and to persuade him to make
this true use of the privileges. he enjoys, to
declare to him the wonderful Works which
God hath done, the wisdom and goodness he
hath shown in all his works, is as noble a
way of advancing his glory as any to which
any creature can aspire. .

It was for this very thing that God wrought
those works, that his eternal power and god-
head might be known; that the invisible
nature of him might be seen in them:— He
spake and they were made.” With this de-
sign were the heavens and the earth created,
and all the hosts of them; for this, the Al-

' B2



4 SERMON 1.

mighty formed man of the dust of the ground,
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life; with the same great view he preserves
what he has made, and upholds all things by
the word of his power—with the same view, he
withheld not from us his Son, his only Son'!
He gave Him to us after he had freely given us
all things! that his name might be known and
glorified amongst men. This purpose it is
which the Omnipotent God hath uniformly
pursued through our creation, preservation, and
redemptions and this purpose it is (seeing the
glory of God is inseparably connected with
the winning of souls) which the wise man, of
whom we are speaking, is continually pro-
moting, as well as its necessary consequence :
with regard to which, we may, in the second
place, consider the end he proposes, namely,
the good it confers on every person whom he
wins to glorify God. Now this & of two sorts;
déliverance from misery and advancement to
happiness. Of the former we need only ob-
serve this one circumstance, that itis eteramal:
this alone is abundantly sufficient to show us
the greatness of it; to evince that, if it were
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p\roposed either to save the whole world, or to
save a soul—to preserve ten thousand millions
from suffering pain sixty years, or to save one
man from being in pain, though but equal
pain, to all eternity—a wise man would not
pause a moment which were the nobler in-
stance of mercy; seeing, although as many
men as there are sands on the sea shore were
to be miserable for sixty years, the whole sum
of misery they sustained would bear no pro-
portion to the éndless misery of one, than
finite to infinite, than time to eternity.

This simple consideration is enough to give
us a general notion of that happiness, the en-
joyment of which is secured to him who is
rescued from endless misery.” That this happi-
ness is eternal we know, and therefore need not
inquire into the particulars; nor indeed can
we know, if it were possible’ to man to utter
them. St. Paul, doubtless, after having been
in the third heaven, would have been best able
to have done it; butsince even he was unequal
to such a task, well may we decline so fruitless
an attempt : only we are expressly told that no
pain is there, but inexhaustible rivers of "' plea-
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sure ; that the soul that hungers and thirsts
after righteousness shall there be satisfied
with good, and no desire return unsatisfied
and empty; and that part of this happiness
will be an intimate union with the spirits of
just men made perfect, of the general assem-
bly of the first-born, of an innumerable com-
pany of blessed angels, and lastly, the pre-
sence of God, the judge of all, and of Jesus,
the adorable mediator of the new covenant.
Here is wisdom ; the pursuing such an end
as this ; the recovering him that was just sink-
ing into the gulf of misery to happiness in-
comprehensible, eternal! This is the good
which he is the means of procuring to that
soul which is brought into the path of holi-
ness, over and above the delight and good
which results to himself; which is thirdly to
be considered. And no small part of this
is the honour of answering the end of his cre-
ation, promoting at once the glory of God and
the good of mankind; of sharing in the office
of those superior natures who continually
minister to the heirs of salvation ; . of working
together with God! of being a fellow-labourer
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with the ever blessed Spirit, and Jesus Christ
the righteous l—an honour, which, however
lightly it be esteemed by those who account
zeal to be madness, is justly prized by all
whose supposed foolishness is wiser than the
wisdom of this world '—an honour which shall
not fail to be repaid them, in part, at the very
moment they endeavour to rescue the fallen, if
not by men, yet by those more discerning
beings who disdain not to call good men their
fellow-creatures; and by their common master,
who hath expressly declared, « Those who
honour me, I will honour.”

Nor can it even be said of this honour, as is
true too often of the honour of men, that it
brings no advantage; this is never the case
with the honour which cometh from God.
None can be conscious of this, without an im-
mediate advantage; without such an internal
satisfaction as words cannot express. None
can resemble their heavenly Father in extend-
ing his mercy even to the evil and unjust,
without experiencing even at that time some
degree of His happiness and goodness whom
he imitates. No human creature can have so
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little of the law of kindness written in his
heart, as not to feel it burn within him -
while he is saving a soul from death. A fore-
taste this of that more ample reward which
shall hereafter enlarge his heart, when he,
with those whom he hath been a means of
saving, shall together enter into the joy of
their Lord. We need not dispute whether St.
James touches upon that reward, in those re-
markable words,  Brethren, if any of you do
err from the truth, and one convert him, let
him know that he which converteth a sinner
from the error of his way shall save a soul
from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.”
Now supposing those be only the sins of the
persons restored to virtue and happiness, and
not the infirmities of the guide who restored
him, yet how will every good man rejoice in
the joy of the Penitent! and how eminent
a share must he possess who was the in-
strument of his salvation! who has occa-
sioned that joy in heaven which is more
over one sinner that repenteth, than over
ninety and nine just persons that need no re-
pentance ;' to whom under God it is owing that

6
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all his sins which he hath committed are not
once mentioned unto him, that the hand-
writing against him is blotted out, and his
name written in the book of life. Neither need
we inquire what foundation there is for this
opinion of the ancients, that the same reward
awaits those who give witness to the truth
by dying for it themselves, or saving a soul
from death: for whether the reward of a
martyr or of a winner of souls be one or not,
sure we are that either is eminently glorious
“above that of common Christians. Neither the
word of God nor his attributes suffer us to
doubt that different men will have different re-
‘wards in heaven; that as one star differeth
from anether star in glory, so will it be in the
resurrection of the dead. Every man shall re-
ceive his own reward according to his own
labour ; and some of the highest of these re-
wards are promised to the converters of sin-
ners. All who are admitted into the presence
of God will be glorious, but these shall ex-
ceed in glory : they that are wise shall shine
as the brightness of the firmament, and they
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that turn many to righteousness as the stars for
ever and ever. , '

Such is the wisdom of him that winneth
souls ; such is the end which he proposes :—the
means which lead to the end, I come now,
under my Second head, to consider.

The first of these is, the regulating the under-
standing of him whom he endeavours to reclaim;
the removing those confused apprehensions of
things, those false judgments and ill-grounded
conclusions which he has long been planting in
. himself, and which, perhaps, have been striking
root for many years. Whether the first seeds of
these were early sown by education, or after-
wards by ill advice or example ; whether they
relate to faith or practice in general, or to any
particular branch of either; whether they are
errors of a whole sect of men, or peculiar to
the person infected, they are carefully to be
extirpated, and no root of bitterness be left.

In particular there is an absolute necessity
of removing the confused notion which most
vicious men entertain of piety. They apprehend
religion “as a terrible spectre looking down
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from heaven only to enslave the earth, stand-
_ing over them with so horrible an aspect as
damps the vigour of all who behold her:” and
such a monster as this they cannot but regard
as the bane of happiness, the destroyer of de-
light, and the imposer of numerous burdens
too heavy to be borne; whence they naturally
infer, that to cast off her yoke is the surest
mark of a good understanding, and that the
first rule of prudence is, * Be not wise over
much ;”. he who is so, they are persuaded, de-
stroys himself, and cannot be over-wise.

To induce one who thus reasons to .be wise
unto salvation, he must have his mind enlight-.
ened, and his judgment informed. That this
absurd notion of true religion may be removed,
he must be led to examine the truth, that he
may perceive the monster of his imagination
was a false image, and had neither the real
shape or native loveliness of genuine piety;
that he may be taught to know that righteous-
ness hath looked down from heaven, in order
that mercy may flourish upon earth, that men
may have a light to guide them to her, whose
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ways are ways of pleasantness, and all whose
paths are peace.

He is to be convinced that religion forbids no
pleasure but what would deprive him of agreater,
nor’ requires any pain to be embraced, unless
in order to obtain more than equal pleasure.
The plain consequence of which, he may readily
observe, is, that a good understanding have all
they that do thereafter; and that there is the
very same danger of being righteous over-much,
provided a man knows what righteousness is,
as of having over-much ease and safety in this
life, or over-much happiness in the other.

But the convincing a vicious man of these
truths is only one step towards his conversion,
and often no step at all, since every conviction
1s not a lasting one. No, a man who has long
been wedded to a mistake, if he be at last
convinced, will soon unconvince himself, if he
wishes it, if his will opposes the truth, which
has only fixed itself in his understandmg, not
in his heart.

Old prejudices, though not soon dismissed,
are easily received again ; and the new opinions
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which seemed so firmly implanted in their
place, are by an obstinate mind quickly re-
established. Therefore to confirm those who
are brought to the knowledge of the truth is
as necessary as to convince them; and when
this is done, when due care has been used to
strengthen his understanding after enlightening
it, then is the time to employ the other great
means of winning souls, namely, to regulate
his affections. Indeed without this the other
is of little effect. He that would enlighten the
head must cleanse the heart, otherwise the
disorder of the will again disorders the intellect,
and perverseness of affection will cause an equal
perverseness of judgment; for whatever incli-
nation is contrary to reason is destructive of it,
and whoever makes the world his god, the God
of this world will blind his eyes.

This then is the most important work of all,
namely, the ¢ laying the axe to the root of the
tree;” the prevailing on a man to pray for the
grace of God to enable him to purify his heart
till it be holy and undefiled; to resolve upon
sacrificing all his darling lusts which will not
submit to the law of God ; to stifle every incli-
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nation which is contrary to the spirit of holi-
ness, which would rather prevent his entering
upon, or retard his progress in, the race set be-
fore him; to lay aside pride, malice, envy, re-
, venge, covetousness, intemperance, in short
every passion, every habit, which would keep
him a stranger to the covenant of promise, an
alien from the commonwealth of Israel, with-
out hope, and without God in the world.
When he has determined to renounce these
inclinations which are evil in themselves, the
next point is to bring him to a resolution of
transferring those which are not so to new
objects, of setting those affections on things
above, and not on things of the earth, on things
that were designed to be the delight, and en-
gage the desires, of rational creatures, and are
accordingly adequate to their capacities, which
no perishable objects are; to a resolution of
seeking his happiness, not in things that are
seen, .but in things that are not seen : not like
the half Christian (to speak in the words of an
excellent man) to “ use God, and enjoy the
world,” but as one who knows his privilege
better,  who uses the world, but enjoys God.”
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After inspiring a sinner with this generous
resolution, one step more is to be taken, and
that is to fix him in it, to guard him from a
relapse, lest his last state should be worse than
the first; in spite of the arts which his old
enemies will soon use to draw him from his
steadfastness, to hold up his goings in the way
that his footsteps slip not; to watch over his
soul till he has fully proved the whole armour
of God, that he may be able to wrestle with
principalities and powers, with the rulers of
the darkness of this world, to quench every
fiery dart of the wicked, and, having done all,
to stand.

He who hath thus enlightened the under-
standing, and regulated the will of a sinner, he
hath eminently advanced the glory of his divine
master, he hath rescued a fellow-being from
destruction, and for such a one there is pre-
pared, ““an exceeding weight of glory,” ¢ eter-
nal in the heavens ;” for he that “ winneth souls
is” truly © wise.”

But is not this a higher degree of wisdom
than any one born of a woman hath yet
attained? This is the inference that a man

4
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of reflection would naturally draw from what
has been said of it. Who s sufficient for these
things ? who is equal to so vast an undertak-
ing? We have heard indeed that it is easy for
a designing man to lead others whither he
pleases if his object be to lead them into evil, to
bring them into just what opinions he chooses,
and set their affections by his own. But he
who has seen how slowly a confused appre-
hension is cleared, or a prejudiced judgment
rectified, and how unwillingly men admit a’
truth which they have long despised, even as
it were a sword piercing through their hearts
to rend asunder a darling error ; he who has
observed that a wicked man is almost as easily
induced to cut off a right hand, or pluck out a
right eye, as to set his affections on things
above, and mortify his beloved lusts; in a
word, he who knows that the persuading an
ungodly man to be happy is the persuading
him out of his fancy, judgment, and incli-
nation, all which must take an entirely con-
trary bias, must undergo such a change as is
from death to life; he knows that the winning
asoul is a work of no common, no human



SERMON I. 17

agency; and that, after every help of natureand
of art, after the closest observation both upon
men and things, and even the longest expe-
rience, “with man this is impossible, but
with God all things are possible !” This'is our
anchor ; this bids us go on and prosper; this
commands us not to doubt, but when we have
ourselves fled to the Rock of Ages, and the Holy
Spirit of God hath given us grace unto salva-
tion, then he will entrust others to our care.
What though we can do nothing of ourselves,
“we can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth us! What though we are not able
to turn away the least in our enemy’s army,.
He who is with us has counsel and strength for
the war, and his power is sufficient for us!
Never will that power forsake the duly prepared
and commissioned labourers in his harvest, but
as their day so shall their strength be ; they
shall reap if they faint not.

I would not here be understood to exclude
all but those from having any share in this
glorious work ; no! God forbid! How shall I
curse whom God hath not cursed by denying
them the blessing of joining with us in convert:

c
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ing some from the error of their ways. Far be
it from us, the ministers of mercy, to be guilty
of such arrogant cruelty as to condemn all who
have not a part in our ministry as reprobate
from God and from the benefits of it; which
we must do if we forbid this work of God, so
far as he hath given us ability; since our Lord
himself declares,  He that gathereth not with
me scattereth : he that gathers not, as heis
able, subjects to my kingdom, scattereth them
away from it;” he that is not, according to his

power, an agent for God, is a factor for the devil!
" Several acts of our blessed offices indeed
there are which may not be performed unless
by commissioned officers; but here a general
commission is given to all the servants of
Christ to tread in his steps, to do what in them
lies in their several stations to save the souls
for which Christ died. We are, it is true, am-
bassadors of Christ, and as such, are entrusted
with many powers, which those who are not
his appointed ministers, are not entrusted
with : but what scripture denies any man the
power of beseeching others for Christ’s sake
to be reconciled to God? God forbid that
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we should thus outrage the feelings of our
fellow Christians, that we should thus magnify
our office, by speaking as from God what God
hath not spoken, as to exclude any who go not
beyond their measure, from the wisdom of
winning souls. B

Indeed, if Solomon had only said, * the
priest who winneth souls is wise,” they would
have had some colour for saying to all who are
not invested with the sacerdotal office, ¢ Ye
bave neither part nor lot in this wisdom ; even
with such sacrifices God is not pleased when
they are offered by unhallowed hands;” but
" Solomon’s words are universal, ¢ He that win-
neth souls is wise.”

‘And who is he that is wiser and inspired
with a better judgment; let him stand forth
and make the restriction.

But is this a time for making restrictions?
for binding the hands of our fellow labourers ?
when the avowed opponents and blasphemers
of our holy religion, are so zealously endea-
vouring to destroy souls; when those who have
made themselves shipwreck of the faith, so

c2
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earnestly labour to plunge others in the same
gulf; when even among ourselves have men
arisen speaking perverse things; and, notcontent
themselves to deny.the Lord who bought them,
seek to draw others into the same condemna-
tion; is this a time for turning back any sol-
dier of Christ who offers to set himself in array
against the destroyer? Is there not a cause that
we should cry aloud, “Who is on our side,
who ?” who will rise up with us agamst the
enemy, who will stand with us in the gap
against these wolves, that no longer put on
sheep’s clothing, but wander about in their
own shapes, seeking whom they may devour?
The emissaries of Satan labour one and all:
shall any of the servants of God stand idle?
Every one of those is zealous to destroy : shall
not every one of these be zealous to save ? Yea,
in this let the heathen teach the Christian ; let
us do something from the least to the greatest;
In these times surely we ought to suffer even
the little children to fight for Christ, and for-
bid them not, lest it be said of us, with more
justice than it has been, * Ye tuke too much
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upon you, ye sons of Levi.” Let us cut off this
occasion of reproach from them that seek occa-
sion, nor let it always be true, that ¢ the
children of this world are in their generation
wiser than the children of light !”
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He fhall give his angels charge over thee,

to keep thee in all thy ways.
‘ Psalm xci. 11.
et ——

OnE would think it scarcely possible that a
man, even through the wantonness of wealth,
power, or glory, should forget the very condi-
tion of his nature—that we are weak, helpless,
miserable creatures, totally unequal to those
many and great dangers that continually sur-
round us, and threaten not only our souls (for
these, men seem little to regard) with indelible
guilt, but our darling bodies too with a total
dissolution. The meanest object of our scorn,
a beast, an insect, nay even things that have no
life, are sufficient either to take away ours, or
render it a curse rather than a blessing. Pangs
yet sharper than these can inflict, we may
often feel from the perverse injustice or malice -
of our brethren ; encouraged therein by these
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wicked spirits, our fiercest enemies, who daily
range in quest of prey, and when they are not
permitted to effect it themselves, rejoice in see-
ing us devour one another.

“But where then,”will the infidel say, “is the
boasted goodness of the Creator, if he delivers
over his impotent helpless creatures to their
numerous, powerful, and cruel enemies ?” God
forbid that he should deliver us to them ! Itis
true that, to humble our natural pride and
self-sufficiency, he suffers them to surround us
on every side: it is also true ¢ that we are
unable of ourselves to help ourselves,” yet hath
he not given us over ‘““a prey unto their teeth;”
on the contrary, he hath established a law, and
ordained it shall never be broken, that, unless
by our own positive voluntary act, they shall
have no advantage over us ; for all who do not
wilfully, obstinately, refuse to accept it, he hath
appointed an inviolable refuge, beautifully de-
scribed at large in that psalm, a portion of
which you have heard repeated, * They may
dwell in the secret place of the Most High ;
they may abide under the shadow of the Al-
mighty.” That while the afflictions which befall

~
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the rest of mankind increase ever more and
more, while a thousand fall into various troubles
at their side, and *ten thousand at their right
hand,” yet no evil shall approach’ them, unless
for good, “ no plague come nigh their dwelling.”
We cannot doubt, if we consider what peculiar
care our heavenlyFather hath taken for their pro-
tection, that “He hath given his angels charge
over them, to keep them in all their ways.”

A stronger proof of the truth of this general
proposition we cannot have, than the authority
of Him who proposes it : a clearer view of the
sense of it we may obtain by making a parti-
cular inquiry,

First, when the angels of God attend their
charge; at what seasons they are peculiarly
employed in keeping good men in their ways?

Secondly, how they attend upon it; what
methods they take (as we may naturally sup-
pose) thus to keep them?

Thirdly, why this charge is assigned them ;
for what reasons we may presume that the
omnipotent and omnipresent God does not
exert his own immediate power, ‘but employs
these his servants to do his pleasure?
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To these inquiries, that they may not ap-
pear matter of mere speculation, an inference
or two naturally resulting from them may not
unfitly be subjoined.

First, as to the seasons or times when the
holy angels attend this their charge :—Of this
we may in general be assured, that they
are always ready to assist us when we need
their assistance; always present when their
presence may be of benefit; in every cir-
cumstance of life wherein is danger of any
sort, or would be if they were absent. The
commission which they bear plainly extends
thus far. They are to keep us in all our ways,
and we know when those ministering spirits
are employed here by God—his will is done
on earth, as it 1s in heaven.

In particular, when our bodies are in dan-
ger of pain or sickness, or our souls with vio-
lent passion or sin, then are they especially
watchful over us, to ward off the approaching
evil ; and those no doubt approach often when
we dre sensible of no impending evil, which
is frequently nearest when we apprehend it
farthest off. Destruction does not always waste

4
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at noon-day, more often it walks in darkness ;
and our being delivered from it then is wholly
attributable to their timely interposition, though
neither the attack nor the repulse , falls under
the notice of our imperfect senses. Other
scasons there are at which we are sensible of
our danger, but not of the means of our escape ;
which we suppose to be either the natural effect
of material causes, or what we call chance,
or the effect of our own strength and wisdom.
But were we left alone, left to these or to our-
selves, we should soon find how little resist.
ance we could make against the enemies that
daily besiege us, without those on our side
who are more skilful to save than these to
destroy. And unquestionably they would save
us whenever assaulted by any evil, whether
visible or invisible, but that this exceeds the
commission which they have received from
their Heavenly Father and ours. This He did
not appoint, could not permit, as his wisdom
knows it would not benefit but injure us. He
knows of what infinite service afflictions are to
creatures in our station, and therefore, that to
be delivered from them all while on earth
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would be the greatest evil that could befall
us. Such an undistinguishing tenderness to
the body would be an irreparable injury to
the soul: if the one were continually com- -
forted here, both might hereafter be tor-
mented. Neither would it be kindness thus
to exempt us from spiritual, any more than
from temporal danger—to deliver the soul
from all temptation, any more than the body
from all pain. Were the angels of God en-
joined to do this, as we should be without
trial so should we be without choice, and we
are commanded ¢ to choose whom we will
serve.”—¢ Behold I have set before thee life
and death, therefore choose life.” Had we
been without the power of choice, we must
have been content with some lower happiness
than that we now may hope to be partakers of,
and which is the natural necessary result of
virtue—of obedience to the divine law, which
divine grace will enable every soul to keep who
sincerely implores this aid. But although for
these reasons (and who knows how many
others the divine wisdom may have in view ?)
the blessed angels may not always prevent sin -
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or affliction from assaulting the soul or body,
yet when either approach, they may prevent
us from being totally overcome ; they may pre-
serve us from sinking under temporal mis.
fortunes, from being enslaved by spiritual ad-
versaries : they may likewise recover us out of
that trouble which they might not hinder us
from falling into, nay, and -often assist us to
rise by our fall; by having been defeated to
obtain a nobler conquest. - In what manner it
is that the angels of God do this, by what par-
ticular methods they may be supposed to keep
~ us, I proceed under my second head to inquire.
Little of certainty, you are sensible, can
be expected on a subject of this nature,
unless where there is the express warrant of
His revelation, who made all things, and
therefore knows them all.” Revelation ex-
‘pressly assures us, that these his servants excel
in strength ; which we also may infer from the
works ascribed to them, in many places of
Holy Writ. That one of them shut the lion’s
‘mouth, which would otherwise have devoured
Daniel ; that at the word of another, the chains
fell off St. Peter’s hands, and the prison gates
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unfolded, seems an inconsiderable exertion of
that strength, when we are informed what is in
another place related of the tasks assigned
them by their Sovereign Lord ; «I saw,” saith
St. John, ¢ four angels standing on the four
corners of the earth, holding the four winds of
the earth, that they should not blow.” Of four
others who seem to have been of that num-
ber which probably lost much of their
strength with their purity, the same Apostle
records that they were loosed from their bonds
in the river Euphrates, ¢ to slay the third part
of men.” What then cannot these effect,
whose strength is still entire when they are
permitted to exert it; especially since, se-
condly, they excel equally in wisdom, as we
have the highest reason to believe. They, like
man, were undoubtedly created upright, though
with superior powers, as they are beings of a
superior order; but they fell not like him, -and
have therefore retained them unimpaired, at
least, ever since the world began, if not many
ages before: but we may be assured they
neither would nor could retain them without
continually improving them. At what degree,
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then, of knowledge and wisdom may we not
suppose they are now arrived? If a creature
of so confined, so depraved an understanding
as man, can iinprove it so much in threescore
'years, what bounds can imagination place to
the understanding of an angel, which, with
s0 vast a grasp, and so just and unbiassed an
apprehension, hath been travelling onward
towards perfection for probably many thousands
of ages? especially considering whose face
they continually behold, even His ‘of whose
understanding there is no number ; and that to
imitate him, as far as the noblest creature can,
18 their vocation, and pleasure, and glory !

By these perfections, strength, and wisdom,
they are well able to preserve us either from
the approach (if that be more profitable for us)
or in the attack of any evil. By their wisdom
they discern whatever either obstructs or pro-
motes our real advantage; by their strength
they effectually repel the one and secure a free
course to the other: by the first, they choose
means conducive to these ends ; by the second,
they put them in execution. One particular
method of preserving good men, which we
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may reasonably suppose these wise beings
sometimes choose, and by their strength put in
execution, is the altering some material cause
that would have a pernicious effect; the puri-
fying (for instance) tainted air, which would
otherwise produce a contagious distemper.
And this they may easily do, either by in-
creasing the current of it, so as naturally to
cleanse its putridity ; or, by mixing with it some
other substance, so to correct its hurtful quali-
ties, and render it salubrious to human bodies.
Another method they may be supposed to
adopt when their commission is not so general;
when they are authorized to preserve some few
persons from a common calamity. It then is
probable that they do not alter the cause, but
the subject on which it is to work; that they
do not lessen the strength- of the one, but in-
crease that of the other. Thus too, where
they are not allowed to prevent, they may re-
move, pain or sickness; thus the angel restored
Daniel in a moment when neither strength or
breath remained in him.

By thesé means,. by changing either our
bodies or the material causes that use to affect
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them, they may easily defend us from all bo-
dily evils, so far as is expedient for us. A
third method they may be conceived to employ
to defend us from spiritual dangers, by apply-
ing themselves immediately to the soul to raise
or allay our passions; and indeed this province
seems more natural to them than either of the
former. How a spiritual being can act upon
matter seems more unaccountable than how it
can act on spirit: that one immaterial being
by touching another, should increase or lessen
its motion, that an angel should retard or
quicken the channel wherein the passions of
angelic substance flow, no more excites our
astonishment than that one piece of matter
should have the same effect on its kindred
substance ; or that a flood-gate or other mate-
rial instrument should affect the course of a
river : rather, considering how contagious the
nature of the passions is, the wonder. is on the
other side; not how they can avoid to affect him
at all, but how they can avoid affecting them
more ; how they can continue so near us, who
are so subject to catch them, without spreading
the flames which burn in themselves.
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And a plain instance of their power to allay
human passions is afforded us in the case of
Daniel, when he beheld that gloriously terrible
minister, whose  face was as the appearance of
lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire, his
arms and feet like polished brass, and his voice
as the voice of a multitude,” (x. 6;) when
the tears and sorrows of the Prophet were
turned so strong upon him, that he was in a
deep sleep, void of sense and motion. Yet
this fear, these turbulent passions, the angel
~ allayed in a moment ; when they were hurrying
on with the utmost. impetuosity, he checked -
them in .their course; so that immediately
after we find Daniel desiring the continuance
of that converse which before he was utterly
unable to sustain. '

The same effect was doubtless wrought on all
those towhom thesesuperiorbeings, on their first
appearance, used this salutation, ¢ Fear not”—
which would have been a mere insult and
cruel mockery upon human weakness, had they
not with that advice given the power to fol-
low it.

Nearly allled to thls method of mﬂuencmg'

D
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‘immediate power, but of thege his,servants nt}?(
execute his pleasure. : !

I am not ignorant that thls is usual]y tho
aknowledge. toowonderful for us—thatman can-
not attain a view of these ways of God, theSe hld-
den treasures of his providence. It cannot, how-
ever, be unlawful to extend .our seprch as far as
qur limited facultles will permit, provided we ap-
preach. with due reverence and humlllty, anﬂ
offer. nothlqg contrary to. the qnalogy of our
faith.

Conslstenﬂy wath these, we may presume
that one reason wherefore our gracmqs Cre-
ator assigns this. charge to his holy angels
is, because they delight in it; because they
haye additional happiness therern, besndes
what results from “being employed in the ser-
vice of God ; seeing. the more benevolent any
being is, the more pleasure he enjoys in domg
good And that these are benevolent in the
highest degree we cannot but infer, by thelr
holdmg the hlghest rank among creatures, in-
asmuch, as God always favours and honours
them most who are most like him ; for God is
love, and to conduct others in tbe pat.hs of hap-

D 2
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piness must be particularly pleasing in his sight,
and enhance their own happiness.

Nor is it a barren useless pleasure which
these sons of God reap from their attendance
on the children of men, but joined with im-
provement : in doing good to us, they accumu-
late good to themselves also; and this perhaps
is a second reason why the most High hath
allotted this province to them, that by exer-
cising the goodness they already possess they
continually acquire more, and swiftly too.
Even we, fettered as we are in this tabernacle
of earth, and weighed down by original cor-
ruption—even we can perceive that the more
acts of any virtue we perform, the stronger
habit we slowly acquire: much more swiftly,
then, must exercise improve those blessed .
spirits who have neither of these our impedi-
ments: much more sensibly, by the - acts
of benevolence which they perform, must
they advance in this godlike virtue,

And thirdly, as by this exercise of it thcy
are more benevolent and happy, so thereby
they treasure up to themselves an augmenting
fund of future happiness, The greater good.
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-will they bear .to men, the greater must be
their joy when these men, in the fulness of
time, are received into the glory appointed for
them ; the more exquisitely will they sympa-
_thize with them when -all their sorrows are
.done away, when-the days of sickness and
_pain and sin are passed for ever, and swallowed
up in blissful immortality, and they are ad-
mitted with these glorious spirits to drink those
rivers of pleasure which flow-from the presence
- of God for evermore! o

In those days we shall evidently perceive a
fourth reason why these ministering spirits are
now so constantly sent forth to guard those
who are heirs of salvation ; namely, that when
entered into their inheritance they might
‘be gratefully sensible of their benefits; that
‘when they experience the inestimable value of
them, this gratitude might ripen into love;
that this love might be a means of increasing
‘their happiness by seeing these whom they
loved, and seeing them so happy, and by re-
flecting that themselves, unworthy as they
were, while in these earthly tabernacles of clay,
bad in some degree contributed to its augmen-
tation. :
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From that little'we have ‘beén’able'to cofi-
Hectiire respetting this' one ‘dispenstion of Pro-
"Vidence—as the time whén, the ‘mhiiner how,
“and the rédsotis' why, the blessed angels' have

“chatge " to’ keép’ goud 'mén—iiay we'not natu-
fallj'iﬁfer that we"$hould “adore "his ‘wisdoin
“and goddnesss, who ‘hath'institated the sefvices
of mén’ and hngels in''so 'wonderful'an drder !
" Héw' great is ‘thiat goodness which ‘hidth ‘nbt
“Yéft without ' défenice " his ‘weak -uid “hielpless
creatures! How great’  is“that" wisdom which
“hath"“so ' well ’ l'oportidned"the powers of our
?defénders to their dffice! ' How ififinitely great
“are’ these divine’ attributes 'Which "have made
“ihan’ serviceable  to'them, 4nd &hat suchim-
"' potént, "miserible creatiires shiould * be'‘the
'"t'n’eéns of 80}1\r'e’)"ing"a"’bériéﬁt tdf'bein'gé éﬁﬂy
not almxghty ' '
“Hénce we may, secondly, 1‘nfer the weakndss
lof “that obJectlon which' men 'who prétended ‘to
“believe a’ God “have ' often midde - agairist:His
“Provideiice—ithat Gt is Berieath 'the’ Supretne
“Being, ‘the “Mighty’ Creator,’ to'¢concérn’ him-
*igelf in ‘dur” little ' Concerns.  Now supposing
“ithis’ (thidhgh it be' palpably ‘absiird - td' betieve
it of Him who is omnipresent as well as‘dmni-
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#okent), how;wowld it _proye that chance go-
yrrnedithe world.? jsinge there is a particular
order of beings (which the :Scriptures attest
shere 39, fo, ;attend upon  this yery thing
Who are: ready on ,all occasions to assist such
a8.0esd apd: ,yv;}} ;mqe.pt of .| thelr asslstance,
andyby; the. pesyers (wherewnth he hath endued
. 3bem, are.suffigiently able (were that the wxll )
;0f; theis Heavgnly Ma,s‘ter) to piserve both the
snatyral and. mpral world in order,, without the
-interpesition of his mlghtx power.
yWe learn hpnce, in the thn‘d ])lace, to cbn-
'.Aemn the; folly and grror of, those who mtrude
.dptothe Christiag church thelr own doctrmes and
mmlygn}imqgts,g) men—l?atpely, ,the worshlp-
-Ping of apgels; the paying to the creature the
,;nngmcak}e honour, of the Creator. « Let no
. lmq,n,begukle nsof our, evyard » in thls “ shew of :
wisdom in will worshlp apd humlllty » (Co—
joﬁgqns, il 23.) They keep ys. 115 all our, ways it
1§ true, but W6 kpow yrha has glven them this
»&racieps charge. ; The Lord our God i is but one
1. Xmrd,and these are seryapts ‘thgtl ‘dp‘ h;s })leasure,
;apd if gheir doipg this, if their, obeyxpg his order
L yexe . sufficjent reason for us to worsmp them,
4
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the sun, the moon, fire and hail, storms and
tempest, which alike fulfil his word, alxke may
claim our adoration.

It is God himself, as we may fourthly col- .
lect from what has been said, to whom our
prayers and praises are due, to whom we ought
to return our sincerest acknowledgments, whom
we should implore with the deepest humility, -
that we may reap the fruits of his wisdom and
goodness, from the constant ministry of his
servants. To Him our petitions should be ad-
dressed, according to ‘the wise direction our
church has given us, * that as His holy angels
do him service in heaven, so they may suc-
cour and defend us upon earth;” that their
general commission to inspect human affairs
may affect us in particular, and secure to us
such a degree of present ease as best accords
with our future happiness. e

Happy is the man even now, as he can be
upon earth, who is in such a case! who' en-
Jjoys such a protection! happy in having the
greatest possible security that he mnever shall
be unhappy—unprotected —unblessed ! - that
" even the greatest temporal evil cannot befall
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him but to procure a greater good, and that no
evil shall befall him that does not work out a far
‘more and exceeding reward; that though he
wrestles not only against inanimate foes, but
against flesh and blood, the depravity of his
own nature, with the perverseness, malice, and
injustice of other men; nay, and not only
against all these combined, but against prin- -
cipalities, the rulers of this world, the wicked
spirits in high places; they that are for him
are not only more, but stronger than those who
are against him. And are not these at least as
watchful to do us good, as those are to do us
evil t—so watchful, that let him be but faith-
ful, let him but fix his love on their common
Creator, and nothing in the creation, animate
or inanimate, by design or by chance, shall
have power to hurt him. In famine they shall
preserve the good man from "death ; in war,
Arom the power of the sword :—They shall hide
thee from the scourge of the tongue. Thou
shalt laugh at destruction when it cometh.
The very beasts of the earth shall they make
to be at peace with thee, and thou shalt be at
league with the stones of the field. (Job v. 22.)
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Whdraforé oto; Hinnthat hath-khus leveduns,
-and foomed\and: redeemed ns; aud;gaivin. s ithis
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amajesty, .and deminion, mow.and forefet!
-Amen. . - IR R TR
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'He that is faithful in that which isleast is
Sfaithful alfo in much: and he that is unjust
_in the least is unjust alfo in much.
' ' Luke xvi. 0.
- CurmrianiTy, from ‘its first establishment in
~the 'world, has ‘met ‘with strong: oppesitien
i from two«different - sorts of ‘people—the perse-
~eutor and thescorner. “The one-has essayed by
“force of arms and' vielence to'drive: it-outrof
" the world ; the other, by scdffs: and insults 4o
« rerrder it contemptible init, - By the:merey; of
-Giod vand the constancy of  Christians, -the
* former have been' disappointed of their purpose,
and their cruel intentions have been entirely-de--
" feated § but the latter too often have succeeded,
and by ‘their taunts and jeers, their insults
“i:and reproaches, “have . dene’ more:injury -to
" Christianity, than-bonds and imprisonments,
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racks and tortures, ever could effect. They
have made people ashamed of their profession,
brought religion into disrepute, and prevailed
upon many of its followers to sacrifice their
piety to preserve their reputation. One of the
arts by which these scorners have been able
most effectually to serve their master, the devil,
'has been to represent the several duties of the
gospel as too mean for the Most High God to
impose, or for man (his most excellent work)
to be solicitous about.
- For instance, profane jesting and loose con-
versation are expressly forbidden by God him-
self ; but these enemies of righteousness will
'boldly venture to deny their obligation to obe-
dience in such immaterial matters; that, pro-
vided a man is honest and- performs his duty
in the main, he need not extend his care to a
jest ora word ; for that the Almighty is too
great and too good to take cognizance of such
things, or expect that man himself should do so.
Another (if he finds you reluctant to spend
your time and money in idle diversions and
recreations) will ridicule your scrupulosity, and
ask you if you suppose that God can deign to
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concern himself respecting these trifles, or has
given any precept on such unimportant sub-

jects? In short, they have so far ‘carried their
cause, that religion is almost wholly excluded
from common life, and confined to solemn tiines
and places, to forms and modes of worship.
The practice of Christianity is restricted within
the bounds of the church ; and he that would
regulate all his behaviour and conversation by
the rules of the gospel will be inevitably
branded with the names of superstitious, scru--
pulous, and pharisaical.

It is this error which I design to combat in
my present discourse, and show,

First, that no action is too trifling and i mslga
nificant to be made a part of our religion, or
regulated by the rule of the gospel :

. Secondly, that by neglecting to take care of
what we call our little actions, we are led mto
great transgressions :

Thirdly, that the advantage of thus regulat-
ing the little common actions of our lives by
the rule of the Divine command will be greater-
than Christians at first may imagine. '

We know there is but one rule for the Chris-
tian's behaviour in the world ; and that is, that
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ke should  have-a ‘constant: view: to the great,
end of his.creation in.every action . of his. life.
Now: the end for which man.was. created and:
sent forth to be an.inhabitant of this lower,
world was. the glory. of Gad:and: the salvation
of his.own soul. Accerdingly we find: St. Paul:
exhorting his Corinthians to. look censtaptly,
with- a simple heart and. single -eye,. to. this
great end of: thein being.; and: ““:whether. they,
- estor-drink, or whatever they do, to.do .all:to.
the glory of God;™

Now I would ask whether the dot&rmes;oi}
my text do not evidently and clearly prove the
point we are discussing? Eating and.drinking,.
those common. necessery. actions of life, are
commanded to be done in, such- 4 manper as
~ that the glory of God may be promoted. Now,
it is certain we should never be required to
refer these.actions. to God, unless they were in
some measure capable of advancing and pro-
moting his. glory : and surely no work can be
termed trifling and insignificant, whereby so,
noble an. end is attained; no action be deemed;
indifferent, which tends to promote the one
design'of our creation. Eating and drinking,
therefore, these essential means of supporting
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and préseérving our lives, ave'in.this text.posi-
tively. declared. to-be subservient. to the. glory,
of God,:and, as-such, are. expressly:referred.to
lima. . And. if this principle respecting these. ne-
céssary actions: 'must: actuate. us;. it.applies.ta
everis thing we do;. the conseqyence of which
isy that' no. dotionis- teo mean . or. trifling, to. be
inoorporated: into' eur. religion, or to:be regu-
lated by the strictest rules of the gpspel.
Secondly, we find in effect-that the Almighty,
hathe most: rigidly extended. the. rule of his
commdindments to -all our actions, and that
there iy mot any -thiag, we can either do, or
speak; orl think, wherein some of his precepts
are mot immediately concerned. Now, since
ou? Credton. has seeni good. to lay down regula-
tions for every instance of our behaviour,. are
we not indispensably required to conform our-
selves to his rules? Will any man doubt whe-
ther he.be obliged to demean himself in: a
mamer strietly censomaut to a Divine com-
mwnd ! That be far from us to question: so
plain & principle as whether a creature is bound
to obey liis Creator! All those commandments
which enjoin us to love the Lord our God with
all our bheart, with all our mind, and with all
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our strength, and to serve him faithfully with
all our soul; do evidently extend their sense so
far as to include every thought, word, and
action ; for what action can be lawful which
cannot be referred to him, directly or indi-
rectly ? what are we at liberty to do without
having a view to his service? When the Son
of God in his holy gospel has particularised
those several duties comprised in this saying,
to obviate all objections, and silence all cavils
that might have been made against his precepts
as trifling and unimportant, he strengthens it
with this solemn sanction, *He that keepeth
the least of these commandments, and teacheth
men so to do, shall be called grest in the
kingdom of heaven; but he that breaketh the
least of these sayings shall be esteemed least
in the kingdom of heaven.”

Now the sense of this passage is plainly
this—that nothing is too insignificant to be
made an instance of his laws, nor any action
so inconsiderable as not to be in some measure
a means of increasing our great and glorious
reward in his heavenly kingdom ; which sug-
gests a third argument, namely, that '

No action is to be considered unimportant,
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which will be followed by such an inconceiv-
ably great reward. The text proves evidently
that the eternal God has respect to the little
actions of* our lives; and if they be conform-
able to his holy commandments, he will not
fail to fulfil his gracious promise, and greatly
to reward them in the next life.
© “Had the prophet bid thee do some great
thing, wouldst thou not have done it? and
how much more when he saith, wash and be
clean,” was the reproof that Naaman’s servant
gave him when he rejected Elisha’s advice, and
refused to make use of the means he had pre-
scribed for the recovery of his leprosy. And
may not the Almighty make the application
“to those servants whom he hath ordered to.be
faithful in that which is least, and for encou-
ragement hath promised to make great in the
kingdom of heaven? Heavy, without doubt,
will be the condemnation of those who neglect
to secure the mighty recompense of Heaven,
from not observing to fulfil the jots and tittles
- of the law. He cannot have a due sense of the
‘value of those good things which God hath
prepared for all who love him, who refuses any
E :
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" lahour, or starts at any difficulty, which lies in_
the way of attaining them ; much less who re-
fuses to comply with easy bonds, and so light
a yoke; to submit to little grievances and self-
denials, which are privileges to a devout Chris-
tian. Surely, if heaven be worth all our care
and pains, we cannot think ourselves blameless
if we do not labour in every action of our life
to secure it; and if the kingdom of God is so
invaluable, so beyond all that we can hope or
conceive, as to deserve the struggle of * takiong
it by force,” how can we be justified for not
entering in, when encouraged by this divine
promise ; ¢ He that keepeth the least of these
commandments shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaven.”

~ To evinece this important truth beyond all
possibility of contradiction, and to remove
every doubt, whether we are obliged to refer
all our actions to the glory of God, dnd conse-
queatly that none of them are too mean to be
made a part of our religion, or to be regulated
by the strict rules of the gospel, the blessed
Jesus expressly assures us that, at the day of
,pdgment, every individual action of our lives
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will be scanned and strietly examined. Now,
if not one be too insignificant to deserve the
censure and cognizance of the Almighty, not
one is tob mean to be referred to his service.
If we are to give am account for each, cer. -
_tain it is, that eaeh should be done as to the
Lord. ,

Persuaded I am that no action can stand the
test of this strict and solemn scrutiny, which is
not begun, continued, and ended in‘ his ser-
vice ; and therefore the proof of this article of
our faith ought to convince us of the import- .
anee, as well as the truth, of the doctrine now
under cousideration, and effectually prevail
upon us to do every thing we do as in the
presence of our God, in the sight of our judge,
who hath required it of us that Himself should
be the ultimate end of all our actions.

That we may not think that we shall escape
unpunished in the great and terrible day of the
Lord, merely for the innocence, or rather the
imsignificance of our actions, our blessed Savi-
our has told us, that we shall give an account
at the day of judgment even for every idle
word. Now, if our idle words will not escape

E 2
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censure, where shall he appear who has a whole
train of idle actions? ,

- Now every word and action is idle which is
not done with a view proposed by. our Creator
in our very existence here. This interpretation
is corroborated by St. Paul’s well known pas-
sage in his epistle to the Ephesians, iv. 29, 30:
“Let no corrupt communication proceed out
of your mouth, but such as is good to the use
of edifying, that it may minister grace to the
hearers :” and “ Grieve not the holy Spirit,
whereby ye are sealed unto the day of re-
demption.” ' :

If any ask what we mean by idle words,
‘my answer is, the same that the apostle means
- by ““corrupt communication ;” words that are
not edifying or bepeficial, such as minister no
grace to the hearers. In this manner, then, we
must not converse or speak, but preserve an
invariable view to the great end of our being,
the glory. of God, and the good of others.

Now if no conversation can be vindicated,
which is not sanctified, consecrated, if I may
so say ; if no subject, however light, be. ex-
empted from some moral tendency; I ask
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whether it doth not hold equally true, that no
action or business we can undertake is too de-
spicable to have a reference to religion, or
to be made an offering holy and acceptable
to the Most High ¢ ,

Indeed, if we consider human actions s:mply
in themselves, they are all infinitely too mean for
the great Majesty of Heaven to regard. What
are our best services to the Almighty God?
Is he honoured by the bowing of our knee, or
lifting up of our hands ? Oh no! the High and
Lofty One who inhabiteth eternity need not be.
worshipped with man’s worship, the worm of
yesterday ! Neither hath he respect to the out-
ward actions of his creature, but to the temper
and spirit with which they are performed. He,
therefore, who is faithful in that which is least,
is esteemed, in his sight, as faithful in much;
and he that is conscientious, and fearful of
doing a little thing which may offend God,
will be blessed with a reward exceeding all
comprehension of mortals.

We know that the two mites of the widow _
were accepted before the abundance which the
rich cast into the treasury, because of that sim-



54 SERMON IIf.

plicity of heart, and fervent piety, wherewith
the offering was made. And is not the same
spirit capable of sanctifying the meanest actions
of our lives, that is, the desire to please God,
and rendering every thing acceptable in his
sight?

Yes; God is a spirit, and seeketh such to
worship him as worship him in spirit and in
truth. He that hath promised that even a
cup of cold water given to a disciple in the
name of God shall in no wise lose its reward,
will doubtless have a great respect to, and will
mightily bless and prosper, him who in his
least action has reference to the advancement
of his glory. He, therefore, who refuses to in-
dulge himself in pleasure, who lays various
restraints upon his behaviour and conversation,
who is fearful of doing many things which the
generality of people freely allow themselves in,
if he has made God the foundation of his scru.
pulosity, and a desire of his glory the ground
and reason of his singularity—he shall be re-
ceived as great in the kingdom of heaven.

Thus have I endeavoured to prove my first
position ; and, I trust, have incontrovertibly
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proved that there is no act of our lives too mean
to be made a part of our devotion, consequently,
to be laid under the strictest rules of his holy
gospel. .

Secondly, I have now to show the danger
of not being faithful in that which is least, and
to evince that, by neglecting what we call our
little actions, we are often led into great and
heinous transgressions.

It is the observation of the wise sor of
Sirach, that he who despiseth little things,
shall fall by little and little; and experience
will attest this truth, and prove it to every
attentive Christian. See we not that vice, as
well as virtue, is of a progressive nature, and
by degrees encroaches on the hearts of its vo-
taries ? The evil spirit is too subtle a tempter
to show the heinousness of sin at the first
glance, and therefore adapts his temptations to
the conscience and disposition : and, knowing
that mankind (until they become thoroughly
reprobate) are averse from monstrous crimes, he
ensnares them into little transgressions ; aware
that he who is once habituated to small offences
will soon lose his horror at sin, shake off his
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tenderness of conscience, and by degrees grow
hardened in vice and impiety. Therefore this
enemy of our souls, when he would seduce any
of the servants of God from the path of right-"
eousness, would make the first declension from
that path as small as possible, that he might
ensnare them in his nets, without their even
perceiving the danger, and bring them unawares
from the road to heaven to the gate of destruc-
tion. For instance, is drunkenness the sin to
- which he tempts >—his method is to conceal this
frightful vice, and its dreadful consequences,
under the veil of innocent mirth and social
pleasure, so that his victim is beguiled, by a
desire of being easy and agreeable to his com-
panions, to'weakgn his understanding, till he
becomes a beast, and makes shipwreck of his
reason as well as conscience. Now had this
man been so upon his guard as never to exceed
the bounds of Christian temperance and so-
briety, had he been scrupulously exact in ob-
serving the rule of the apostle, of eating and:
drinking” only to the glory of God, he would
have preserved the intellects which the Al-
mighty bestowed upon him, avoided the stum-
3
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bling block which the evil one cast in his way, .
and escaped the guilt, the misery, and the
punishment, which those incur who are over-
charged *¢ with surfeiting and drunkenness.”
Again:—a virtuous youth whe would tremble
at the sin of fornication, will be tempted to
loose conversation, and ¢ jestings which are
not convenient;” he will hear them amongst
his irreligious companions, till he joins in them,
and easily be persuaded there is no great evil
in such little things, till by little and little he
ﬂings off all restraint, falls into the commission
of vices which he once regarded with indig-
nation and horror, and at last is ensnared by
the strange woman whose ¢ house is the gate
of death, and her chambers the path-way to
hell.” Now had this man been so obedient to
his Maker, and faithful to himself, as to have
¢ set a watch to his words, and kept the door
of his lips,” he had avoided this most danger~
ous of sins, and been preserVed from the ini-
quity which will now in all probablhty bring
him to destruction. :
Farther: the generality of mankmd, in
theory, abhor gambling ; though most of them
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allow themselves in games, and recreation is
made a pretence for extravagances, and diver-
sion becomes an inlet to profuseness and prodi-
gality. A trifling wager may be risked and lost
without injury, and a small part of our income
appropriated to pleasure and chance; but alas!
insignificant as these beginnings appear, they
are likely to end in serious evil. The gentle-
man too often degenerates into the gambler;
and by degrees it comes to pass that many.
wager away their estates, and cast the fatal die
which reduces themselves and their families to
beggary and want.

Now all these may serve as examples to de-
monstrate the direful tendency of being negli-
gent of our little actions, and the important
~ truth of my text, ¢ that he that is unjust in the
least is unjust also in much:” that he who
places not his common ordinary actions under
the restraints of religion is bringing himself
under snares and temptations, blindly enters
into the confines of vice, and throws himself
by steps and degrees under the full power and
dominion of the adversary. '

* And indeed a little spark will quickly kindle



SERMON III. 50

to a flame; a small breach in the river’s bank
will soon cause an inundation. He that will
venture to go ever so little out of the right
way ought seriously to weigh with himself
where may be the end. Every step out of the
path of life is a step leading to death. We have
the testimony of the Holy Scriptures that the
way to heaven is narrow, and beset with traps
and pitfalls; and, if we deviate from it, no
wonder if we are entangled or dragged down
to ruin and destruction. To be secure, we
must go on in holiness; and to be free from
danger of evil, we must constantly practise all
that is good.  He that can trifle himself into
a spirit of carelessness and want of thought,
deceives his own heart if he fancies he is safe 3
and the man who suffers himself at any time,
or in any degree, to relax in circumspection,
exposes himself at that time, and in that de-
gree, to all the assaults of a vigilant and subtle
adversary, who seeks to destroy his immortal
soul.’ “ '

But it will be said, is the Christian then
secluded from mirth and diversion, pleasures
- and entertainments? Yes; as far as they are
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inconsistent with piety and innocence, with
temperance and safety. Whatever pleasure
may be enjoyed consistent with these, and is
entered upon with either a mediate or imme-
diate reference to the glory of his Creator, a
Christian may delight himself in. But what-
ever is incompatible with these principles,
whatever diversion is unlawful, either in itself
or in its necessary consequences, which tends
to evil, or exposes men to be an easier prey to
temptation, I scruple not to say, cannot be a
pleasure designed for Christians ; so manifestly
the reverse, that God, who seeth the evil as well
as the danger, has sglemnly forbidden such
diversions in his holy word, by commanding us
to abstain from all appearance of evil, and
strictly enjo\ining us to do nothing which may
not be done as unto the Lord, and be some
way subservient to his honour and glory.

So much I have deemed proper to remark
on the danger of not being faithful in that
which is least, and established the truth I un.
dertook to discuss ; namely, that by neglecting
to take care of our miscalled little actions, we
are often led into great and heinous transgres-
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sions. ‘I therefore proceed to my: third head
“of discourse, wherein I promised to show;

Thirdly, the incalculable advantages which
will arise from regulation of the little common
actions of our lives by the strict rules of God’s
commandments. ,

He that would be secure must not approach
the precipice of evil. The danger has been
demonstrated, and the.only means of avoiding
it is to keep at a distance from the very ap-
pearance.. He that maketh every action a point
of duty will not easily be ensnared into a fla-
grant breach of it, and he that is circumspect
in little will scarcely ever fall into great trans
gressions.. '

Tenderness of conscience is the noblest pre-
servative from sin, and a scrupulous fear of
offending the best safeguard against it. The
fortress of virtue is. most effectually secured,
- when the inlets to vice are most sedulously
guarded. .Constant recollection impedes attack ;
and he who never exposes himself to the least
shadow of temptation will never be in danger
of being overcome by the greatest. Were the
good man of the house always on. the watch,
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the thief could never break in and spoil bis
goods ; and if the Christian would nat indulge
himself in the full enjoyment of that liberty
which he thinks allowed, but comscientiously
abstain from some of those wordly good things,
which he sees his brethren use intemperately,
it would be as probable a means to preserve
him from falling as can be conceived. Who
is 80 likely to persevere as such a faithful ser-
vant, to whose mind the injunction of his
Lord (to all Christians, as well as to his dis-
~ ciples) is ever present, “ What I say unto you,
I say unto all, watch!” 1Is it not one of the
most awful punishments that attend the wicked,
to be given over to a reprobate mind; to have
their bearts hardened and their consciences
seared. Now such as is the curse of a callons
heart, so great is the blessing of a tender con-
science ; and as on one hand an obdurate reso-
- lution is a certain forerunner of eternal destruc-
tion, so on the other, a sedulous adherence to
virtue, and a nice sense of every little breach
of duty, is of all others the most powerful pre-
servative from the guilt, as well as the punish-
ment, of sin; and aniversal conscientiousness
8
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is an iavulnerable shield against the force of
temptation. \

Hazael, king of Syria, was offended highly
at the prophet,- for predicting the evils which
he should bring upon the Israelites. 1Is thy
servant a dog that he should do this great
thing ?” was the rebuke he gave the man of
God ; but when he had contemplated the splen-
dour of a crown, and permitted his thoughts
to dwell on the pleasures of high station, his
heart -swelled with pride and ambition, and
he soon fulfilled the awful prognostication, slew
his master, ascended his throne, and exercised
his ill-gotten power with so much tyrannic
cruelty, as served to accomplish the designs of
Providence, who appointed him a scourge to.the
rebellious nation, which had become traitors
to their God; and has given in this narration,
to all ages, a striking instance of the deceitful-
ness of the buman heart, and the danger of not
checking evil thoughts before they proceed to
actions.

The case is plain; if we would be holy, we
must use the means. The lesson of Christian
perfection is not to be learned at once; we



64 SERMON III.

must be well exercised in rudiments and first
principles, if we ever hope to make a progress
in the school of Christ. By habituating our-
selves to little restraints in the first instance,
by voluntarily imposing on ourselves small
crosses, we shall in time become conformed to
His death, who deemed no sacrifice too great
to purchase our salvation. By abstaining from
taking the utmost. liberty we lawfully may,
we shall be effectually secured from even the
desire of criminal gratifications, and escape the
dreadful guilt of heinous and presumptuous
sins.

The children of this world (who in their ge--
neration are wiser than the children of light)
will eminently prove the advantages resulting
from strict exactness, and punctual regularity,
in the most trifling things; they will tell'us of
the benefits- resulting from doing every thing
by rule and order, neglecting no means of gain,
and ever adding to their accumulations; and
why the same attention is not required in a
Christian, which experience teaches us is’ so
useful in a tradesman’s concerns, it will be
difficult to show, Christianity is an employ-
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ment no less exténsive than important; its in-
fluence may reach, if we please, to every action,
and render the most insignificant of them
holy and acceptableito God. Why then should
tiot every thing we think, and say, and do, be
undertaken with this view, and wholly referred
to his most sacred and adotable name ?

I have shown in the first part of this dis-
course that all our actions are capable of being
thus: piously and advantageously improved ;
that none ave fco mean to be dedicated to the
service of God, ‘or instrumental in promoting
his glory. Away then with this objection of
their being unworthy of the Most High, and
not fit to be made instances of our obedience to
him, or to be regulated by the strict rules of the
gospel ; away with all jeering scoffs against this
religious scrupulosity which I have been incul-
cating : and if any men there be that still con-
tinue to laugh at any such little singularities of
the true disciples of Christ, let them remember
it is written, ¢ Woe unto you that laugh now,
for ye shall mourn and weep.” No doubt ‘can
possibly be made, that every action of our lives
may be referred to God, and there is demon-

F
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stration to prove that we are thus to refer every
action : for if we consider, on the one hand,
the great danger which thase incur who are
negligent of their little actions, to what mani-
fold and great temptations they are exposed,
even to commit heinous sins ; and on the other,
those mighty benefits which acerue from bring-
ing our indifferent actions to the standard and
test of God’s holy will and commandment—I
say, whoever weighs these great truths as he
ought will find the indispensable- necessity of
no longer living to himself, but unto God ; and
of doing the most insignificant action of his
life with such a spirit and temper, as that it
might be done unto the Lord and net to man.
This is the method to escape the punish~
ment due to those who live for themselves, and
npt to God : hereby we shall assure our hearts
hefore him, when he is constantly in our
thoughts, and is set always before us. How
eminent a share of glory shall they receive,
whae are thus perpetually concerned in premot-
ing the glory of God? How abundantly shall
they be recompensed for those pleasures from
which they have voluntarily abstained for
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Christ’s sake! Much doubtless shall be given,
as well as forgiven, to those who have loved
so much as to make the great object of their
love the end of every thing they do. We
have our blessed Saviour's promise that, in
consequence of their being faithful in that
which is least, they shall be esteemed faithful
in much, and for their tepder fear of trans~
gressing their Divine master’s little commands,
they shall be pronounced great in the kingdom
of heaven. "

- Blessed therefore are all they who hear
these sayings and keep them! They shall
escape the guilt and punishment of heinous
transgressions, and receive a glorious recom-
pence for their labour, an incalculable reward for
their care and industry ; such a recompence as
fadeth not away, eternal in the heavens ; . sueh
a reward—great as their Master’s love, and ext
tensive as the grace which enabled them to do
Him “ true and laudable service !

r2
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1 say unto you, that except your righteousness
shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes
and pharisees, ye shall in no case enter the

- kingdom of heaven. Matthew, v. 20,

et

Thaese words are a part of the divine ser
mon which our blessed Lord delivered from
the mount to the people, who, having seen the
mighty and wonderful works he had done in
the towns where he had preached, followed
him in multitudes, and pressed upon him to
see the signs he had wrought, and to hear the
doctrines he promulgated. These, therefore,
ke instructs in the perfection of that religion
which he came into the world. to establish, and
. shows how infinitely it exceeded all other re-
ligious dispensations wherewith mankind till
then had been blessed. And as the people
to whom he spoke were all of them Jews,
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and had a high veneration for the: religion of
their fathers, he chiefly compares his com-
mands with those of Moses, to convince them-
how far even-the law and the prophets fell
short of that which the Son of God himself
descended to make known on eaith; and as
all the people of Israel were prepossessed with
high notions of the scribes and pharisees,
whom they supposed to be exalted patterns of
sanctity, he informs them that, holy and emi-
nent as they thought these men to be, yet the
lowest servant of Christ must infinitely surpass
them in righteousness and true holiness, or he
could never hope to be made partaker of the_
kingdom of heaven.

In discoursing on these words, I shall,

First, show wherein consisted the righteous-
ness of the scribes and pharisees, ,

Secondly, consider in what instances all
Christians are obliged to exceed them.

Thirdly, conclude with some practical in-
ferences from the whole. )

The scribes, as we learn from several pas-
sages of Holy Scripture, were for the most part
Jearned doctors and teachers of the law, whe
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sat in Moses’ seat, and explained those por-
tions of it which, through their blindness
and - weakness of understanding, they would
otherwise have remained ignorant concerning.
They are sometimes called by the name of
Rabbi, which signifies master—one that had
been brought up in the schools of the prophets,
and was licensed to teach a set of disciples or
followers the weighty matters of the law.
The pharisees were the most rigid sect of the
Jews, men who obliged themselves to. the
strictest observance of the things required by
the law; and were distinguished by placing
Jtheir conduct under some restraints which were
not obligatory, and denying themselves such
liberties as were by the law allowed to the
people; and hence they derive their name from
a word which signifies to distinguish or separate.
Now both these sets of men, we may imagine,
pretended to extraordinary degrees of piety.
The very title of pharisee implies a recluse per-
son, or one who separated himself from his
brethren by the remarkable rigour of his life
~and conversation; and one scarcely can sup-
pose that those ,scribes who were entrusted
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with the education of young people could be
other than sober and moral, as well as grave
and learned persons; and indeed we find their
characters to have been such. They were dis»
tinguished by leading austere lives, and pro-
fessing strict doctrines. They observed great
sanctity and severity of behaviour, were regu-
lar in their public offices of devotion, fasted
and prayed oflen, and gave much alms. They
were zealous for the law to excess, and reve.
renced the institutions thereof as divine ap+
pointments deserve to be reverenced. In short,
there was nothing in their exterior behaviour
bat what was becoming in teachers of religion,
edifying and exemplary. They manifested the
highest regard to God, the greatest veneration
to things and persons appropriated to his ser-
vice, and the severest resentment of any pre-
fanation of them.

Such was the righteousness of the scribes
and pharisees of old, which our blessed Saviour
declares not to be sufficient to bring any one
to the possession of his kingdom ; which leads
me to my second general head, wherein I am
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to point out in what instances all Chrlstlans
are to exceed them.

- We see that their external regulanty, thelr
zeal, their exact manners, and decent deport-
ment, are such as might be well proposed to a
Christian ; but they are patterns which we
must not be content to equal, but infinitely
surpass, or our righteousness will avail nothing
in the great day of accounts. The Christian
religion requires indeed an exemplary beha.
viour, an external reverence to God and holy
things, and all demonstrative of our piety and
virtue: but it endeth not here; it’s chief resi-
dence is in the heart, and there it is designed
to effect the greatest change. Its principal de-
sign is to convert the sinner, to rectify his
mind, and alter the most prevailing evil temper
of his soul. And herein consists the grand dif-
ference between the righteousness required of
the Christian, and that which was practised by
the scribes and pharisees. Theirs was an outs
side holiness; ours is commanded to be the
holiness of the heart.  Their virtue consisted
in their sanctified actions; ours in upright in-
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tentions. . Their works of piety and.charity
were performed to be seen of men; ours must
be performed to please our Father which is in
heaven. In short, the scribes and pharisees
considered external sarctity all that was re-
quired - of them; whereas the Christian is
taught principally to regard the state and dis-
position of his heart, and to regard his outward
behaviour only as a testimony and proof of his
internal spirit and temper. For instance, the
learned scribe and proud pharisee would think
he had sufficiently done his duty to God, by
having been present at his public worship; but
the humble pious Christian knows that God
will not accept a religion only confined to time
and place, or has any respect to such holiness
as is bounded by the walls of the church. No;
his conscience tells him that pious ceremonies,
without a corresponding purity of mind, are
- so far from being acceptable to God that they
are abomination in his sight.

Indeed devotion, if it consists in no more
than bodily worship and the prayers and
thanksgivings of our lips, is a solemn mockery
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rather than an humble aderation of the Most
High, and must be expected to draw dows his
heaviest vengeance rathet than his gracious
blessing upon us. ‘

In fine, any instances of piety whose best
merit consists in decency of performance may
be thé piety of scribes and pharisees, but not
of Christians.

Another instance wherein the righteousness
of Christians is to exceed that of the scribes
and pharisees is in the extensiveness of it.
Any Christian who is pious upon principle,
and whose virtue proceeds from purity.of in-
tention, will immediately perceive the necess
sity of a uniform conduct, and how incum-
bent it is for a Christian not to act inconsist-
ently, so that one part of his life may not
contradict the other. The scribes and phari-
sees made long prayers, but at the same time
they devoured widows’ houses. They paid
tithe of mint, anise, and cummin, and in this
they did well; but then they neglected the
weightier matters of the law—judgment,
justice, and truth. In short, they were reli-
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gious as far as ceremonies and modes of wor-
ship were concerned, but neither pious nor -
honest in their common life.

And here it is that the Christian is required
to exceed them. He is commanded to perform
every action with the same spirit as he performs
his devotions; the glory of God is the end that
he proposes in his prayers, and the same sacred
purpose is to be the rule of every part of his
life. We have an apostolical precept to regu.
late the most ordinary as well as necessary
actions, “ Whether ye eat or drink, or what.
ever ye do, do all to the glory of God;” and
~ he must be a very loose casuist who can find
an exception to this heavenly rule, or point
out any actions of & Christian which are not
to be tried by it: and whoever thinks that he
need only have a view to this sublime end
while he is in the immediate act of worshipping,
may perhaps lay claim to the righteousness
(as they do to the purity) of the scribes and
pharisees, but not to that of the disciples of
‘Christ. ' :

- The religion which the blessed Jesus insti-
tuted was designed to shine forth in the lives



76 SERMON IV,

as well as the public worship of professors ;
and therefore every one who prays to God
with devotion and solemnity at church, and at
the same time lives without God every where
else, may satisfy himself with the name of
Christian, but be assured he has nothing else
to boast. He neither feels the power of Christ
in his soul, nor has any lot or portion in that
glorious inheritance which is prepared for those
. who love and fear him.

A third instance wherein our righteousness
is to exceed that of the scribes and pharisees
is, the motive from whence it proceeds. They
fasted, they prayed, and gave alms, zo be seen
of men ; and were pious for the sake of that
reputation which they gained among their
brethren for being so. They made use of
their religion to be a cloak to their iniquities :
the end of it extended no further than this
world, their honour and their interest being
the only views they proposed by it ; and there-
fore of them doth our Saviour justly say,
¢ Verily, they have their reward.”

- But the piety of Christians is founded on a
nobler principle, and proceedeth not from a
-8
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view of human interest, but from the purelove
of God. S

*~ This ' must be the foundation of every holy
action and design, if ever we hope to be
accepted by God. This love must be the rea-
son of our desire to please him, or that desire
can never be fulfilled.

For any exercises of devotion which are
performed with another view lose all their
excellence: for instance, should we comply
with the worship of God because it has the
custom and practice of the world to recom-
mend it; should we regulate our actions by
the rules of God’s holy commandments, lest
we should appear scandalous in the eyes of
our neighbours; comply with the established
modes of worship, and submit to the use of
the stated service’of God, for honour or profit.
Can we lay our hands upon our hearts, and
call this religion? Will it be accepted by
Him who searcheth the heart, and requires it ?

It remains to draw a practical inference
from what has been said.

First,- we have seen the great exactness and
rigour wherewith the scribes and pharisees ad«
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hered to all the outward ordinances of the
law ; and hence may Christians learn the great
veneration and esteem which are due to the
institutions of the New Testament. The
ordinances of the Jewish church were but
types and figures of those of the Christian;
and therefore are we more immediately con.
cerned nat to be exceeded by the Jews in the
reverence they paid to sacred things.

The scribes and pharisees may in this re.
spect be admitted as examples to us, for they
were scrupulous in adhering to every the least
Jot or ceremony of the law; and so far their
zeal is laudable and recommended to us by our
blessed Lord himself, who, speaking of their
tithing mint, anise, and cummin, is pleased
to say that these things ought to be done, but
at the same time the other weightier matters
were not to be left undone.
~ True it is that the inward spirit of Chris.

tianity is principally to be regarded, and the
greatest danger is that men will trust too
much to external duties, even so far as to
neglect the religion of the heart, as if we
«could deceive that Omnipotent Being who dis-

3
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cerneth all the seeret springs and motives, the
subterfuges and foldings, the thoughts and in. .
tentions, of every child of man! We have secen
that, strict as the lives and conversation of the
seribes” and pharisees appeared, they were not
accepted for want of sinocerity ;- from which
we. may learn the great value of uprightuess,
and shonld incessantly implore the Almighty
God to bestow this grace upen us. The
strictest ritual obedience becomes of ne effeet
without it ; nay, it is said to be abomination in
the sight of God.

Hypocrisy is of all others the most odious
gin; its baleful influence extends the farthest,
and its poison is noxious enough to blast our
best performances. The scribes and pharisees
were careful and vigilant in their duty; they
forced themselves through the labour and dif-
ficulties of heartless religion, and endured the
toil and danger of servants—yet were rejected
by their Lord and Master, because their ser-
vices were all performed and undertaken for
sinister views. And let it instruct us carefully
to try our ways, and accurately examine the
recesses of our own hearts, that we may not
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fancy ourselves religious, because we are regu-
lar in our deportment, and exact in external
worship ; but sedulously labour to be approved
in His sight who judgeth motives, not only
that we may escape the tremendous judgments
which are pronounced to the scribes and phas
risees, hypocrites, and to all who hold the
truth in unrighteousness, but be rewarded
openly in that great day by our Father who
seeth in secret.
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- One thing is needful. Luke, x. 42.

Couwp we imagine - an intelligent being,
entirely a stranger to the state of this world
and its inhabitants, to take a view of their va.
rious enterprises and employments, and thence
conjecture the end of their existence, he surely
would conclude that these creatures were de.
signed to be occupied with many things : while
he observed not only the difference of the ends
which different men were pursuing, but how
vast a multitude of objects were successively
pursued by almost every person, he fairly
might infer that the sons of men were placed
upon the earth to’ gratify their several inclina-
tions either with pleasure, riches, honour, or
poswver.

How astonished would he be to hear their

¢
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Creator declare to all without distinction—
¢ One thing is needful!” but how much more
astonished when he knew that this one thing
needful for men, their one business, the one
end of their existence, was none of all those
things which occupied mankind, none of all
those ends they were pursuing, none of all
those engagements wherein they were so
deeply absorbed, which filled their hearts and
employed their hands—nay, that it wasan end
not only distinct from, but contrary to them
all; as contrary as light and darkness,’ heaven
and hell, the kingdom of God and that of Satan!

'The only thought he could form in . their
favour must be, that they had a surplusage of
time at their ‘command, and therefore trifled
a few hours because they were assured. .of
thousands of years ‘wherein to work. .. But
how beyond measure would' he ‘be amazed
when informed that these were * creatures
of ‘a day;-that as they yesterday arose out
of the 'dust, so-to-morrow they would return
%o it; that the time allotted for their great
work was but a span long, a little speck, a
tnoment, and yet that they had no manner” of
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assurance of not being snatched away in the
midst of this moment, or indeed at the very
commencement of it—when he saw that all
men were placed on a narrow, weak, tottering
bridge, either end of which was swallowed up
in eternity ! that the waves and storms that
Ppassed over it were continually bearing away
- one after another in an hour when they ex-
pected it not; and that those who yet stood
knew not but they should plunge into the great
gulf the very next instant, but well knew
that if they fell before they had finished the
end of their existence they were lost, destroyed,
undone—for ever! '

- How would all utterance, nay, all idea be
lost! how would he express, how would he
conceive the senselessness, the madness, of
those creatures who, being in such a situation,
could think of any thing, could speak of any
thing else, could do any thing else besides,
could find time for any other design or care,
but of ensuring—the one thing needful !

-+ It cannot, therefore, be an improper em.-
ployment,
First, to.observe what this one thing is; and,
¢2
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Secondly, to consider a few of the numerous
reasons that prove this to be the one thing
needful.

We may first observe what thls one thmg 1,
in which many things are comprised ; .as are
all the works of our callings, all that properly
belong to our several stations in this world ;
insomuch that whoever neglects any of these
so far neglects the one thing needful : and this
indeed can no otherwise be pursued than by
performing them in such a manner-as.in and
by every one to advance our great work.
Now this great work, this one. thing needful,
i3 the renewal of our fallen nature. In the
image of God was man created, but a little
lower than the angels: his nature was perfect,
angelieal, divine; he was a dignified image of
the God of glory; he bore his stamp on every
pert of his soul ; the brightness of his Creator
shone  mightily upon him. But sin has now
effaced the image of God! He is mo longer
nearly allied to angels ;- alas | he 4s sunk lower
than the very beasts of the field ! His soul is
not only earthly, addicted to covetousmess: and

idelatry—gensual, a lover of pleasure meore
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than of God ; hut devilish, inclined to hatred,
malice, and revenge! Thus is the mighty
fallen! the glory is departed fram him ; his
Justre is swallowed up in utter darkness!
From the glorious liberty in which he was
created, he is fallen into the basest. bondage.
‘That evil spirit, whose slave he is now become,
- holds him so fast in.prison that he cannot.ex-
gricate himself. - He hath bound him. with a
thousand chains, even the heavy chains of his
‘own vile affections; for every inordinate appe-
tite, every unholy passion, as it is the express
image of the god of this world, so it is the
most galling yoke, the most grievous chain, -
that can bind afree-born spirit; and with these
is every child of Adam, every one that is born
into this world, . so loaded, that he cannot lift
up an eye, or raise a thought, to heaven ; nay,
his whole soul: cleaveth to the dust! These
chains of darkness under which we groan de
not only hold us in on every side, but they are
within us also ;. they enter into the inmost re-
cesses of -our soul, they, pierce its very sub-
‘stance. Vile affections are not only so many
chains, .but likewise so many diseases. Our
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nature is distempered as well as enslaved ;
¢ the whole head is sick, and the whole heart
faint.” Our body, soul, and spirit, are infected,
overspread, consumed with the most fatal moral
leprosy ; every one of our brutal passions and
diabolical tempers, every kind of pride, sen-
suality, and selfishness, is one of those deadly
wounds full of corruption.

To recover our first estate from which we
are fallen is the one thing needful: to re-
exchange the image of Satan for the image of
God, bondage for freedom, sickness for health !
Our one great business is to erase out of our
souls the likeness of our destroyer, and to be
born again, to be formed anew after the like-
ness of our Creator. This is our one concern,
to shake off this servile yoke, and regain our
native liberty ; to cast away every chain, every
passion, that does not accord with an angelical
nature. 'The one work we have to do is to re-
turn from the gates of death, to have our dis-
eases cured, our wounds healed, and ourselves
restored to perfect soundness.

Let us in the second place consider a.few of
the numberless reasons which prove that this
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is the one thing needful, that this alone is to
be kept in view, and pursued at all times and
in all places; not indeed by neglecting our
temporal affairs, but by making them all mi-
mister unto it : by so conducting them all, that
every step therein may be a step to this higher
end. Now that the recovery of the image of
God, of this glorious liberty, this perfect re-
storation, is the one thing needful upon earth,
appears first from hence, that the enjoyment of
them was the end of our creation ; for man was
created to love God, and to this-end alone,
even to love the Lord his God with all his
heart, and soul, and mind, and strength. Love
is the very image of God, it is the brightness of
his glory. By love, man is not only rendered
like him, but in some sense one with him.
If any man love God, God loveth him, and
maketh his abode with him; he dwelleth in
God, and God in him; and he that is thus
joined to the Lord is one spirit.

- Love is perfect freedom. As there is no fear
or pain, so there is no constraint in love.
‘Whoever acts from this principle alone, he doeth
whatsoever he will; all his thoughts move spon
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tancously, they follow the bent of his mind,
and dwell on the beloved object ; all his words -
are dictated by his heart, for out of the abun-
dance of the heart the mouth speaketh ; all his
actions are the result of pure choice. Love is
the breath of his soul, the full exertion of all
his powers, the perfection of all its faculties;
therefore since the enjoyment of these was the
one end of our creation, the recovering of them
is ““ the one thing necdful.”

The same truth appears, secondly, from its
being the end of our redemption by Jesus
Christ ; of all that our blessed Lord did and
-suffered for us; of his incarnation, his life, his
death, his resurrection, his ascension into hea-
ven, and the descent of the Holy Spirit. All
these miracles of love were wrought with no
other view than to restore us to health and
freedom, to happiness and immortality. Thus
he himself testifies of the end of his coming
into this world :  The Spirit of the Lord is
* upon me—he hath sent me to heal the broken-
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives;”
or, as the prophet expresses it, *to preach good
tidings to the meek, to bind up the broken-

!
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hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to'them that are
bound.” = -

For,thls alone the blessed Saviour lived, that -
he might remove every spiritual disease from
our nature; for. this only he died, that he
might deliver those who were all their life-time
subject to bondage : and it was in pursuance
of the very same design that he gave us his
merciful law. The end of his command was
only our health, liberty, and perfection, or in
one comprehensive word, Charity; and the
branches of it centre in this one point, our
renewal in the love of God ; either enjoining
what is necessary for our recovery, or forbid-
ding what is obstructive of it; therefore ‘this
being. the one end of our redemption, as well
as our creation, is the one thing needful for
us upon earth. _

‘Thirdly, ‘it is the one end of all the dlspen.
sations of Providence. Pleasure and pain, health
and sickness, riches and poverty, honour and
dishonour, friends and enemies, are all be-
stowed by his unerring wisdom and goodness
with a view to this one thing. The will of
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'God, in allotting us our several portions of all
these, is solely for our sanctification ; our re-
covery from the vile bondage, the love of his
creatures, to the free love of our Creator. All
his providences, be they mild or severe, point
at no. other object than this; they are all de-
signed either to wean us from what is not, or
to unite us to what is, worthy our affection.
Are they pleasing ? then they are intended to
lift our hearts to the Parent of all good. Are
they painful ? then they are means of eradicat-
ing those passions that forcibly withhold us
from him : so that all lead the same way, either
" directly or indirectly, either by gratitude, or
disappointment ; for to those who have ears to
hear, every loss, especially of what was nearest
and dearest to us, speaks as clearly as if it were
an articulate voice from heaven, ¢ Little chil-
dren, keep yourselves from idols "—every sor-
row, every pain, every mortification, ¢ Love
not the world, neither the things of the world ”
—and every pleasure, with a small still voice,
¢ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart.”

To the same end are all the internal dis
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‘pensations of God, all the influences of his
Holy Spirit, whether he gives us joy or sorrow
of heart, whether he inspires us with' vigour
and cheerfulness, or permits us to sink into
deadness of soul, into dejection and heaviness,
it is with the same view; namely, to restore
us to health, to liberty, to holiness : these are
all designed to heal those inbred diseases of
our nature, self-love and the love of the world.
‘They are all given, together with the exter-
. nal dispensation of our daily bread, to enable
us to convert them into spiritual nourishment,
"and to recover his love, which is health to our
souls. Therefore the renewal of our natures in
this love being not only the one end of -our
creation and redemption, but likewise -of all
the providences of -God over us, and all the
operations of his Spirit in us, it must be, as the
eternal wisdom of ‘God hath declared it, the
one thing needful.”

How great reason, even in the Chrlstlan
world, there is to resume the apostle’s exhort-
ation, ¢ Awake thou that sleepest, and arise
from the dead ?” Hath not Christ. given thee
light ? why then sittest thou in the shadow of
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death? 'What slumberis this which oppresses
thee ? knowest thou not. that ‘ane thing is
needful ? What then are’ these many things
with which thou art encumbered? Why hath
any but this great concern ‘the least place in
thy thoughts ? Is-the .entertainment of the
senses the one thing needful ? or the gratifying
the imagination with uncommon, or great, or
beantiful objects ? Our blessed Lord speaketh
not thus : he saith not that the one thing is
to acquire wealth, or increase what thou hast
~ already ; nor to obtain honour, power, rank, or
preferment ; nor yet to possess a large share of
that fairest earthly fruit, learning. No; though
.any of these may sometimes be cohducive to,
not one of them is: the one thing needful,
which simply is to regain an angelical nature ;
to recover the image wherein we were formed,
to be like the Most High! This alone is the
otic end of our abode on earth; for this alone
did the Son of God pour forth his precious
blood, that he might form a people to himself,
¢ zealous of good works ;” for this alone does
his Holy Spii'it watch over us, that we, who
without this divine influence are not able to
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please him, may be hnmmgly dlrected te walk,
in his ways.

- One. thing we have to do, to préss fomard
to this mark of the. prize: of the high. calling ;
to emerge .out of chains, diSedses, deatly, into
liberty, health, and life immortal! Let us well
obsefve .that our Lord doth not call this our
chief, but the one thing, all others being cons
nected with, or quite.foreign to the end of life :
on this let us fix our single view, our pure un-
mixed intention, regarding nothing, small or
great, but as it has reference to this. We must
use many means, but ever let us remember we
have but one end; for as while our eye is
single our whole body will be full of light, se,
should it ever cease to be single, in that me-
ment our whole body would be full of darkness.

. Be we then continually watchful over our
souls, that there be no duplicity in our inten-
tion; be it our one view in all our thoughts
and words, and actions, to be partakers of the
divine nature, to regain the highest measure
possible of faith which works by love, that
faith which unites us to God! I say, to regain
the highest measure possible for us: for who-

8 ;
/
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~ever will plead for any abatement of health,
life, and glory ? Let us then labour to be per-
fectly whole, to burst asunder every chain of
sin and misery, to attain the fullest conquest
over this body of death, the most entire reno-
vation of our natures ; knowing this, that when
the Son of Man shall send forth his angels to
cast the double-minded into outer darkness,
then shall the single of heart receive the one
thing they sought, even the salvation purchased
by the Redeemer, and shine forth as the sun in
the kingdom of their Father!

Now to God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Ghost, be ascribed all honour
and glory, adoration and worship, both now
_ and for ever. Amen.
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(Preached in America.)
SErepm——

What I do thou knowest not now, but thow
shalt know hereafter. John, xiii. 7.

et e

ONE of the earliest principles in the soul of
man is a desire of knowledge. This often ac-
-quires considerable strength before reason has
shaken off its infant weakness. Indeed it is
this which insensibly leads us on to improve
and perfect our reason, which by the present
satisfaction it affords encourages us to seek,and
renders us capable of receiving instruction.
So. long . as this is restricted within proper
bounds, and directed to proper objects, there
is not in the mind of man a more delightful
or. more useful inclination ; the pleasures it
yields-are without number ; the field of know-
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ledge hath no end; and in almost every part
of it springs up some plant not only gratifying
to the eye and cheering to the heart, but use-
ful to the life. The.desire of knowledge is a
means of attaining to the true wisdom, a
means to enlighten the conscience and enlarge
the capacity, to lead us to see the all-wise, the
all-merciful God in each even of these ‘his.
lower works.

It is true that this source of lasting pleasure
may by accident give us much pain, if our
desires fix on improper objects—on any of
those parts of knowledge which, as they were
not designed for man in this lower station,
. cannot be obtained by him till his removal
into another; or if his desire even of know-
ing his Creator extend beyond the limits of
his capability. He who employs his search
even on the ways of the Almighty, and will
not be contented till he has found them out
to perfection, will not be satisfied on this side
of the grave. For what human soul, clogged
with this tabernacle of clay, can find out thé
Eternal to perfection? No, we must ‘believe
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what God himself affirms of his own dispen-
sations, * What I do thou knowest not now,
but thou shalt know hereafter.””

This declaration, though uttered by our
blessed Lord upon a particular occasion to one
of his disciples, may, if rightly understood
and duly remembered, be of great benefit to
all Christians. Should a perplexing thought
arise in any of our hearts respecting any of the
ways of God, or the reasons of them, should
our minds be troubled because unable to com-
prehend them, we may immediately silence
them with the reflection—this is an unavoidable .
evil; what God doeth, “ thou knowest not
how ;" or rather it is no evil at all, for « thou
shalt know hereafter.”

Man cannot understand,

First, how the infinite God operates in num-
berless cases ;

Secondly, why tbmgs are done by him
which he is fully sensible are done.

After illustrating a few instances of our ig-
norance, I intend, thirdly, to offer some reasons
why we may suppose this ignorance to be our

H
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- portion, and wherefore the Almighty has been
pleased to ordain- that, respecting most. of his
ways, we cannot know them till hereafter..

.. First, we. cannot kmow how it.is that the
Supreme Governor holds the world in its pre-
sent state; ‘ how he spreadeth the north over
the empty spaee, and suspendeth the earth upon
nothing ;"—¢ how he teacheth the sun his cer-
tain seasons, and maketh the moon still to know
her going down;” how he sustaineth those
ether great lights which continually float.in
the firmament of heaven; how he balanceth
them, so that no force can shake them, and
go arranges their innumerable armies that
every one keeps his appointed station, and
constantly runs-the appointed race; that theugh
each of them has moved se many . thousands
of years, with such inconceivable swiftness,
yet each preserves its due rank and equal dis-
tance from all others ; that amidst the 'variety‘
of their motions there is the utmost regularity;
no injury, no confusion, but all is order, har-
mony, and peace. -

It is certain that those who are too wise to
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own they know nothing about it will affirm
that all this is done by a power unknown to
the old philosophers; that this power connects
the universe together, and all the hosts of
heaven keep their courses because they conti-
nually gravitate with such a determinate force
towards each other. How clearly do these
people explain the ways of God! how satis-
factorily do they declare the thing as it is!
We allow that all things gravitate with a force
proportioned to their quantity of matter.. That
this .is done we know, but we ask how'it is
done? We inquire what this gravity is?
- what is this secret chain by which -all. parts of
the universe .are so firmly and dorably con-
nected ¢ what is the universal spring to which
all earth and heaven submit? this attraction,
this tendency in every natural body to ap-
proach to every other? We know it is the.
law of nature, we. discern it is the hand of

Omnipotence, and here our knowledge ends.
Secondly, not that we need ascend to
heaven or down to the deep, for instances of
the ignorance of man in the ways of God.
They are nigh thee even in thy heart, nay, in
H2
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the most inconsiderable, the most obvious
parts of thy own frame. Who knoweth how
thy soul is retained in life ¢ how the Most High
God encloseth spirit in matter 2 how he has so
intimately united two substances of natures so
totally different? how He who established it
at first, still preserves that exact dependence of
one on the other? Who knows how the
thought of his inmost soul immediately strikes
the outward part of this earthly body, and
how a consciousness in the mind of having
done any thing amiss instantly spreads a blush
over the cheek, and a prick of a needle on the
hand immediately occasions a painful sensation
1n the soul? Man is a mystery to himself.
That God does work wonderfully within him
he knows, but the manner of the operation he
cannot know ; it is too wonderful for his pre+
sent capacity. Whether he surveys his hand or
heart or head, he sees innumerable footsteps of
the Almighty ; but vainly does he attempt to
trace them to their spriug : ¢ clouds and. darks '
ness are round about it.” ,

As unsuccessfully may man attempt to search
out how this.infinite Being operates in the
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works of grace. The springs whence we de-
rive spiritual life are at least as unsearchable as
those of the natural. That it is the Divine
Spirit “ who worketh in us both to will and
to do of his good pleasure,” experience and
reason and Scripture comvince every sincere
inquirer ; but how he worketh this in us, who
shall explain ? who can point out the particular
methods of divine operation ? '
. This indeed we know, that when the pas.
sions are calm, and our souls are tranquil, then
chiefly the Spirit of God loves to move upon
the face of the waters; yet are we not able to -
understand how it moves. Darkness is upon
the face of the deep; ¢ the wind bloweth,”
as our blessed Lord has said, ¢ where it
listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof,
but canst not tell whence it cometh, nor
whither it goeth.”

. If there be any particular work of the Holy,
Spmt which we can less comprehend than the
rest, it seems to be his influencing one person
in answer to the prayers of another: that he
does pour a large measure of his blessed influ~
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ence upon us at the request of those in whom
he is well pleased, he hath afforded us sufficient
ground to believe in several places of Holy
Scripture.

" It was at the intercession of Moses that
the Almighty spared the Israelites when they
had made the golden calf, withheld the pesti-
lence which he threatened ‘to ‘inflict when
they brought up an evil report of the promised
land, and restored Mmam when pumshed with
leprosy. ‘

When the arm of king Jeroboam (which
was stretched out to seize a prophet for de-
claring the judgments of God) was dried up,
it was at the prayer of the same prophet he :
was healed.

When the son of the widow of Sarepta
died, Elijah cried unto the Lord, and said,
* O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this child’s
soul come into him avam, and the petition
was granted.

The son of the Shunamite was also restored
tollife at the entreaty of the prophet Elisha;
and it was the intercession of ‘Job which ob-
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‘tained .pardon from God for his: mlsJudglng
friends. °

The New Testament is also full of instances
of the efficacy of prayer, and we are encouraged
further by the express declaration of St. James,
#¢The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous
man availeth much;” but how it avails we
cannot explain. How the most wise God acts
upon us in consequence of the prayers of our
friends, the manner of his returning the ihter-
.cession of the one into the bosom of the other,
we cannot know.

- Nor yet is the manner whereby God acts
in any of these particulars more perfectly un-
known to the wisest of men than are the rea-
sons whereon he acts upon others.

To produce a few instances of this truth
was the second thing proposed, to mention -
some things of which we cannot say" wky,
though we know they are done.

- And first, we cannot say why the Omni-
potent God suffered evil to have a place in his
creation. Why, he'who is so infinitely good
himself, who made all things * very good,”
and who rejoices in the good of ‘all his crea-
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tures, permitted what is so entirely contrary to
his own nature, and so destructive of his own.
works, Why is sin, and its attendant pain,
permitted to exist in the world 2—has been
a question ever since the world begun; and
the world will probably end before human:
understandings have answered it with any
certainty. |

It has indeed been well observed, that all
evil' is either natural, moral, or penal; that
natural evil or pain is no evil at all if it be
overbalanced with subsequent pleasure; that.
moral evil, or sin, cannot possibly befall any:
one unless those who make it their choice ; and-
that penal evil, or punishment, can only de-
volve upon such as secure it for their portion,
by voluntarily committing sin. -

This entirely removes all imputation on the
Jjustice and goodness of God, since it never
can be proved that it is contrary to either
of these attributes to bestow upon his crea-
tures the liberty of embracing either good or
evil, to place happiness or misery in their own
power, and to give them the choice of life
or death.
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But still this does not solve the question—
why an omniscient and merciful God gave
them this choice? It is incontrovertible in
so doing he did not act contrary to any of
his divine attributes; but can we venture to
affirm that it would have been contrary to
them to have acted otherwise? to have prede-
termined man to obedience? to have con-
strained him to be happy, and given him no
choice of misery? Perfectly consistent it was
with his goodness and justice to set life and
death before his creatures ; but would it have
been inconsistent with either to have permitted
them to know only life? Why the supreme
Disposer of all things chose one of these me-
thods rather than the other, can blind and
feeble man presume to judge? The All Wise
could not act without infinite wisdom, however
it be hidden from finite comprehension. Man
cannot attain to such knowledge, or fathom the
councils of the Most High ; but doubtless in
another state they will be unfolded, and fully
Justify the ways of God to man.

- Nor can we here understand why, among’
those who choose happiness, the Almighty
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makes the difference which we see he does
make. 'Why he appointeth to one ten talents,
to another five, to another one ; and that these,
if improved, shall bring a proportioned reward.
Not that he hath ‘so limited any of his ra-
tional creatures, but that each may attain in
inconceivable degree of happiness; and more
or less of it every one will attain according
to the improvement of talents entrusted to
him; but yet some appear chosen to such
honour (as' the prophets, apostles, and mar-
tyrs) as no others attain; to such excellence,
as' even the opportunity of achieving be-
longeth not. - '

Thirdly, why the eternal God is pleased to
bestow on these persons such a measare of
honour, happiness, and virtue, (distributing
the ten talents with the grace to improve them,)
we can no miore resolve, than why he is pléased
to inflict such a measure of suffering on others:
in ‘the latter cdse 'indeed we may sometimes
trace the immediate reason, and observe that
the particular affliction either is pointed at the
particular vice to which such a man naturally
inclines, or. is conducive to that virtue which

6



SERMON YL 107

he eminently needs; but if we move one step
beyond this, we are lost again. We cannot
explain wherefore it was that such a man was
suffered to be naturally inclined to that evil or
averse to that good. Or if it should occur, as
it sometimes does, that we can assign a reason
for any notorious fault in our natural temper,
yet we only put off our ignorance one remove,
and return to our doubt.

Thus, if we perceive our nature is peculiarly
prone to some hateful sin, because there is no
other method of bringing us to humility, with.
out which all our actions are displeasing to the
God who seeks the humble and contrite spirit,
yet the difficulty recurs—Why did the good
God permit me to be so prone to pridet And
here at-least we must stop ; we have only to
rest on his good pleasure, and own ¢ that his
judgiments are unsearchable, and !ns ways past
finding out!”

Innumerable are the other instances wherein
it is obvious that man knoweth not the ways of
God, that he never designed us to be of his
council, or privy to the secret springs of his
conduct; why he gives to this man one en<
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dowment, to that another; why he distributes
the several blessings, and his Holy Spirit, in
such a measure and at such a time; why—but
it is vain to attempt to enumerate all the in.
stances of this one branch of human ignorance,
unless we could declare all the depths of the
riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of
God. :

- Attempt we rather to search after that
part of his ways which is not past finding
out, and to inquire, as we proposed to do
in the third place, why this ignorance is our
portion. - -

And one great cause why (as we may reason-
ably suppose) our Heavenly Father permits this
cloud to rest upon us, prohibits our knowledge,
and displays so small a part of his ways is,
that our profound ignorance ‘may teach us
the most useful knowledge—humility ;—that,
conscious how little we can know of the Most
High,- we may be the more intent upon
knowing ourselves; that, from a due sense
of our utter inability to understand either the
manner or reasons of the divine operations, we
may seriously apply to what we are able to
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understand—the manner and reasons of our
own actions. Nor is any thing more suited to
give us a just, that is, a.mean opinion of our-
selves, than to have so many proofs daily be-
fore us of the imperfection of our noblest en-
dowments; if reason, boasted reason, be so
imperfect, what must be the meaner parts of
our frame. If thy understanding, the light
that is in thee be darkness, how great is -that
darkness! By pride, saith the prophet, didst
thou, O Lucifer, son of the mommg! fall
from heaven. :
~ Lest his next race of creatures should also.
fall from it, the Almighty God.:particularly
guarded them against it. He made them lowes
than his angels, that, not having.the same
temptation, too high an opinion of their own
perfections, they might. continue capable of
that. glory and honour wherewith he designed
to crown them; that he permitted tan so
strangely to debase all his powers, corrupt his
will, and obscure his understanding, that he
might withdraw pride from man, \ :
Here then . is one wise and merciful reason
for the present blindness of our understanding,
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that God, by hiding himself from man, might
teach him humility, and so conduct him to his
Maker. Another canse is, to fulfil his eternal
purpose,. that man, as. long as he continues
upon earth, should walk by faith not by sight.
The design of our Heavenly Father was not
that we should see- and know, whether we
would or not, that all his ways are wise and
good and gracious; but that we should. de-
lieve this, give such an assent as ke has given
us power to give or to withhold (for the power
of choice is his gift) ; and this intention of our
Creator is admirably served by the measure of
understanding which we now enjoy; it suffices
for faith, but not for knowledge; we can. be-
lieve in God—we cannot see him. ]
Another. reason why we: are so little ao-
quainted with his ways, why what the Omni-
potent doeth, man cannot know, seems to be
alluded to in the text,  but thou shalt know
hereafter.” This knowledge, therefore, is de-
nied us on earth, because it is a felicity for
heaven. And what a felicity! to have the veil
withdrawn at once, and to enjoy the full blaze
of Deity! the wisdom, the goodness, the love
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of God! Clearly to discern by what means
the great-Author of this visible world -united
all its parts together—by what chain the pillars
of the earth were upholden, and the armies
of the sky supported! In what manner the
mysterjous union between the body -and the
soul was effected and maintained, that as-
tonishing correspondence between spirit and
matter, of perishable dust and immortal flame !
To comprehend how the Holy Ghost; the
author of the world. of grace, sustained the
soul in meral life] - How, in answer either to
our own prayers or to the prayers of others, his
blessed influence, overshadowing us out of the
darkness, storm, and confusion of our degraded
natures, educed all light, and peace, and order!
To comprehend the reasons why sin and pain
and misery were permitted to mingle with
those works which God himself had pro-
nounced very good !—to perceive what unspeak-
able blessings owe their being to the curse,
even the redemption of man (that greatest in-
stance of the love of God) overbalancing the
evils of the fall —why it was just and right as
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well as merciful in God to deal to every man his.
distinct measure of faith, “ and anoint some
whom he chose before the world began, with
the oil of gladness above their fellows ;"—
wherefore he distributed to every man his
~ distinct measure of suffering also ;~why scme
were plucked as brands out of the flame, and
others sanctified from the womb ;—why the
several gifts of the Spirit were distributed as
they were with respect to kind, degree, time,
and persons? What a gratification to a rea-
sonable soul to have such a prospect displayed
before him !—to have the eye of the mind
opened, strengthened, and cleared, that it may
command and enjoy it to the fullest extent!
A prospect which we could not see and live,
which, imprisoned in this habitation of clay,
we could not bear; and which is therefore fitly
reserved for that state wherein, being clothed
with glory and immortality, we shall be like
the angels now in heaven—purified to see our

God! Amen.

To Him who dwelleth in the light which no
5
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mortal can approaech, whom flesh and blood
hath not seen nor can see—to the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost—the - ever-blessed Trinity——
one God—be glory and praise, might and ma-
Jesty, now and for ever!
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SERMON VII.

(Preached at Frederica :—at Savannah :—at Christchurch, Boston.)

He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing pre-
cious seed, shall doubtless come again with
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.

Psalm cxxvi. 6.

——

ExperieEnce shows us that even they who
are Christians indeed, who serve God with
all their strength, may go on their way weep-
ing, perhaps for many years, perhaps to the
end of this transitory life.

They are followers of him who was a man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief; and if any
man will come after him he must deny him-
self, and take up his cross ; he must suffer with
his master, more or less, being like him, to be
made perfect through sufferings. For this very
cause are these sufferings permitted, to lead

1
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them to higher perfection; they go on their
way weeping, that the good seed they bear
may yield them more fruit; and that' good
seed (even all those Christian virtues which are
perfected by affliction) shall in due time grow
up into a plenteous harvest of rest, and joy,
and life eternal.
. The certainty of this great truth is pointed
out to us by the very manner wherein it is re-
vealed. Heaven and earth may, nay must,
pass_away, but not one tittle of the sacred
word of God. As sure as He exists, and is a
rewarder of all that diligently seek him, so
sure_no one virtue of any disciple of Christ,
shall in any wise lose its reward. Only let
- him bear forth this good seed unto the end,
and though he may now go on his way weep-
ing, he shall come again with joy, and bring
his sheaves with him. '
I propose briefly to explain, that every virtue
is the seed of joy eternal; an important consi-
deration, which requires your most frequent
.thought and deepest attention. The time in-
deed will not permit me to enumerate every
Christian virtue, but only those general graces
12
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which we can hever regard too highly, humi-
lity, faith, hope, and love ; yet this is almost
the same thing, since these are the common
oot of edch particular virtue, notie of which
has any value, nor in truth any existence, un-
less it spring from them. It will therefore be
sufficient to show, in few words, that each is
the seed of joy ; that every one of these graces,
although when first sown it may be as small as
a grain of mustard seed, yet as it groweth up,
shooteth out great branches full of delight and
blessedness. |
This joy, I thetefore call éternal, because
the Holy Scriptures assure us that it is the
same in kind, though not in degree, with
that we shall enjoy in eternity ; for it should
be well observed, and ever rémembered, that
heaven is begun upon earth; and accordingly
our blessed Saviour often means by the king-
dom of heaven that temper of mind which a
Christian now enjoys. He begins to enjoy it
when he begins to be a Christian, when Christ
begins to reign in his soul, is the objeet of his
love, and the principle of his actions ; and the
more absolute this principle and love are, the
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more happiness he enjoys : for asall the poor in
spirit, all that believe in God, all that trust in
him, and love him, are blessed ; sa the greater
their humility, faith, hope, and love, the greater
is their blessedness : and thus they ga on from
strength to strength, they go on from one
measure of joy to another, till what was sown
on earth be removed into a better soil, and
grown up to perfection in heaven.

But before this is explained further it may
be proper to examine an ohjection which almost
_ every one is ready to make, and this is, that

by this doctrine every Christian is happy ;
which is contrary to experience, there heing
many good Christians who scarcely kpow what
Joy means.

I answer, Is that mind truly in them which
was in Christ Jesus? Have they those tempers
which he requires ? Are they renewed in hu.
mility, faith, hope, and loye? Otherwise they
are only nominal Christians, and however un.
happy they are it is nothing ta the present
question.

Supposing they have some degree of these

_ tempers, have they such a degree as they might
have ? have they as much as the first Christ-
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iaﬁs enjoyed ? so much as God would give
them too, if they would receive it ?

If not, let none wonder that a low degree of
holiness gives (if any) but a low degree of hap-
piness. If they Liave a deep humility, a strong
faith, a lively hope, and a fervent love, at some
seasons, do they not at others so droop and
faint in their minds, as to become like common
men ; if they do, no one can expect their joy
should extend further than the cause of it:
they cannot be always happy till they are al-
ways holy; and when they are always heavenly-
minded, then they shall rejoice evermore.

Yet is it most certain, as was before remark-
ed, that till that happy hour when God shall
wipe away all tears from their eyes, even they
who bear forth this seed of joy may go on
their way weeping. They may, nay they must,
‘endure affliction, for so did the Captain of their
salvation. But it is as certain that a Christian
knows how to rejoice, not only after," but in
tribulation : for as in the laughter of the wicked
the heart is sorrowful, so in the tears of the
tighteous there is joy ; he does not wait till his
afflictions are overpast, but in every thing giveth
thanks; though he cannot but feel when he
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suffers pain, yet in the midst of it he can re-
Joice in the Lord, and possess his soul in such
patience and resignation, such a confidence in
the love of his heavenly Father, undet the most
severe dispensations, as shall impart a peace,
even at that season, which the world cannot give.

Let us dwell on this point more particularly.
The first of all Christian graces, and the foun-
dation of all, is humility ; a deep sense of our
spiritual poverty, an experimental knowledge
that we are nothing but sin, and deserve no-
thing but shame ; and a clear sense that we
have nothing, and.can do nothing—no, not so.
much as think a good thought, without the
assistance of the Holy Spirit. :

‘And is such a virtue as this the seed of joy ?
—Yes, as surely as it is the seed of all other
virtues, as surely as it is contrary to the pride
of fallen nature, which is the source of all tor-
ment. No sooner does humility enter a soul,
which before was all storm and tempest, than
it says to.the sea of passion, ¢ Peace, be still ;”
and there is a great calm.

In every branch of humility there is a sweet-
ness not to be uttered: in the entrance into
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such a state indeed, there is pain, but it is full
of penitent delight ; there is mourning united
with it, but even that mourning is replete with
blessedness.. It is health to the soul, it heals
while it wounds. It eomforts at the same time,
and in the same degree, as it softens the heart.
Humility not only removes all that swelling
anguish with which. pride drinks up the spirits,
it not only implants consolation wherever it
comes, and brings rest to the weary soul, but
Joy, which increases more and more unto the
perfect day. :

Humility cannot but lead to faith ; a sight
of our spiritual diseases induces us to fly to the
cure of them. Who can feel himself sick, and
not desire to be made whole f 'What contrite
sinner does not rejoice in a Saviour ? and the
mare he rejoices in this unspeakable gift, the

“more firmly he believes that his Saviour isable =

and willing to save to the uttermost—able to
save all that believe, for he is God ! and willing,
far he is God manifested in the flesh. ¥ere
* is joy, which none can divide from faith! joy
unspeakable and full of glory.

God! the Lord God! Jehovah! God over
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all! the God to whom all things are possible,
hath undertaken the cause of fallen man! He
hath promised, he hath sworn to save ! nay, he
hath done more—he hath bowed the heavens
and come down, he hath been made man! he
~ hath lived, and suffered, and died. Jesus Christ
hath died to save man ! Tell it out in all lands—
let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be
glad ! publish ye, and praise, and say, “This is
the victory which overcometh the world—even
our faith.” If we can believe, all things are
possible to him that believeth ; to him it is easy
to rejoice evermore—Yea! we cannot but re-
Joice in thy strength, O Lord Christ, and be
exceeding glad of thy salvation !

Now if it be so joyful a thing to believe that
Christ died to save sinners, what consolation
must it be to add to our faith, hope? to be
assured that he died to save us? If to know
that a ransom is paid for fallen man, and a new -
covenant of mercy given him, be the source of
a peace which passeth all understanding, yea, -
of joy unspeakable and full of glory, how must
he rejoice who feels within his own soul that
this ransom is paid for him ! whose heart bears
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witness that he is within that covenant, and
shall find mercy even in the day of venge-
ance !

If the belief, that all who are faithful servants
. of their great master have an house eternal in
the heavens, be a continual spring of gladness,
how shall he sing for joy with whom the Spirit
of God bears witness that he is faithful! who
can lay hold of these great and precious pro-
mises, whose eye God hath opened to look
into eternity, and to take a view of those man-
sions of glory, into which he knows his blessed
Lord is gone before to prepare a place for him!

Such joy have all those that hope in God,
and the stronger their hope the greater it is:
but this is net all; for hope leads to love, and

in this love happiness is complete.

~ Very excellent things are spoken of this hap-
piness which flows from loving God ; whoever
possesses it feels more than ever can be spoken,
even if he spoke with the tongue of men and
angels. "It is what Scripture terms the hidden
manna, the inexpressible sweetness whereof
none can conceive but he that partakes of it;
but some little imperfect knowledge may be




SERMON VII. 128

attained from what appears in outward exer- -
cises of it. :

Not to insist on the pleasure which the man
feels who loves his God, in manifesting love to
his neighbour for God’s sake, how does he re-
Joice whenever he has an opportunity of pour-
ing out his heart before him! How is his soul
satisfied when his mouth praiseth him with
joyful lips! How does it increase when he joins
with the congregation of the faithful in prayer
and thanksgiving! He needeth not the exhor-
tation of man, nor even the command of his
Creator, to drag him to the house of prayer:
~ he needeth not be reminded that if he forbears
assembling himself with the people of God, as
the manner of most is, he casts himself out of
the congregation of saints, he renounces. the
privileges of his baptism, casts himself out of
the sanctuary, and excommunicates himself
from the body of Christ. No, he is glad when
they say unto him, ¢ Let us go into the house
of the Lord ;” but his joy overflows all bounds
when, in the memory of him whom his soul
loveth, he eateth the living bread which came
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down from heaven, and drinketh the cup: of
salvation.

Lo, thus is the man blessed that feareth the
Lord! that beareth forth good seed! these
sheaves shall he bring home in this life, how-
ever he may now go on his way weeping.

These are the first fruits which he shall re-
ceive even here, but the harvest is not yet : he
as yet knows and loves his God only in part,
therefore enjoys him in part only ; but the hour
approaches when that which is in part shall be
done away: yet a little while and he shall
come. again with fulness of joy to reap his
entire harvest. Behold, ¢ One standeth at the
door” who- will complete what he hath begun;
who shall ripen the seeds of grace into glary,
and, instead of the dew of heaven which now
refreshes his spirit, will give him rivers of
pleasure for evermore! Amen. '
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SERMON VIII.

(Preached at Frederica, in the island of St. Simon’s, Georgia, ou °
: arrival ; Mareh, 1786.)

The light of the body is the eye: if therefore
thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be
Jull of light. But if thine eye be evil, thy

whole body shall be full of darkness.
. Matt. vi. 22, 28.

e

TuE good providence of God hath at length
brought you to the haven where you desired to
be. This is the time which you so wished to
find—this is the place you have so longed to ar-
rive at. What then ought to be your thoughts,
your designs, your resolutions, now the Al-
mighty God hath granted your heart’s desire?
Consider well what ought to be your conduct ;
now choose whether you will serve God or not :
but consider that if you do serve him, you
must do it with all your mind; that no man

6
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can serve two masters, for ye cannot serve God
and Mammon ; either you must give to God
your whole heart, or none. He cannot, will
not, have a divided heart; either wholly lay
aside the thoughts of pleasing him, and choose
another master, or let the pleasing him be your
one aim in all your thoughts, all your words,
and all your actions. Believe our Lord himself,
you can find no middle way: ¢ The light of
the body is the eye; if therefore thine eye be
single, thy whole body shall be full of light:
but if thine eye be not single, but evil, thy
whole body shall be full of darkness.”

I am persuaded there is not one of you here
.present that will not earnestly attend while, in
the name of that God who hath hitherto de-
fended us, and is now present with us, I'

First briefly explain these 1mportant words
of our Lord, and :

" ‘Secondly apply them to the present circum-

stances.
- Aund first, may the God who spoke them
enable me so to explain them, that the mean-
- ing may sink-deep into your hearts! .
<¢The light of the body is the eye;” that is,
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the intention is to the soul what the eye is ta
the body. Asevery part of the body is directed
by the eye, so every power of the soul is in all
its movements directed by the intention! .

As every turn of the foot or hand depends
upon and is governed by the eye, so on the
eye of the mind depends every deliberate move-
ment of the understanding and the affections,
and consequently of whatever depends upen
these, as do most of our words and actions.
1If therefore thine eye be single, that is, if thy
intention be not divided into two ends—if in all
thy thoughts, words, and works, thou hast only
.one view, namely, to serve and please God, thy
.whole body shall be full of light; this single
intention will be a light in all thy paths; all
.darkness and doubt will vanish before it, all
will be plain before thy face ; thou wilt clearly
see the way wherein thou shouldest go, and
steadily walk therein. .

But if thine eye be evil, if thy intention be
not single, if thou hast a divided aim, if besides
.that of pleasing God thou hast a desire to
_please thyself, to do thy own-will—if thou
_aimest at any thing but the one thing need-
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ful, namely, a recovery of the image of God in
thy soul, thy whole body shall be full of dark-
ness : thou wilt see no light which way soever
thou furnest thyself; never wilt thou be free
ftom doubt and perplexity, never out of uncer-
tainty and entanglement. '

As thou art continually aiming at what can-
not be achieved, thou wilt be continually dis-
appointed. The thick darkness of ignorance,
and guilt, and misery, will gather around thee
more and more, nor wilt thou be able while
encompassed with such a cloud, ever to recover
the way of light and peace.

The sum is this: as long as thou hast but
one end in all thy thoughts, and words, and
actions, to please God, or, which is the same
thing, to improve in his ways of holiness, in
the love of God, and of thy neighbour, so long
shalt thou clearly perceive what is conducive
to it. Thy God, whom thou servest, shall so
tenderly watch over thee, that light, and love,
and peace, shall guide all thy ways, and shine
upon all thy paths ; but no sooner shalt thou
divide thy heart, and aim at any other end but
holiness, than the light from which thou turaest-
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away being withdrawn, thou shalt not know
‘whither thou goest : ignorance, sin, and misery,
shall overspread thee, till thou fallest into utter
-darkness.

Secondly, to apply these words to your pre-
sent circumstances was the next thing pro-
posed ; in order to do which more effectually,
I shall, by the assistance of God, give you
some directions concerning a single intention,
and exhort you to practise them.

I would not willingly believe that any of
you need to be directed to have a single eye in
your religious exercises. To aim at the favour
or praise of men, or indeed any thing beside
the pleasing God, in sacrament, prayer, or any
" duty of the like nature, is such an affront both
to God and man, that we should be very cau-
tious of charging any one with it, even in our
heart. It may be enough, therefore, barely to
observe, that there is no name sufficiently ex-
pressive of the folly of those hypocrites who in
any of these solemn offices have any other view
than to please God and save their own souls.

But you are not, perhaps, so well aware that
the same singleness of intention is full as neces-

K
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sary in every part of business as it is in your
devotions ; yet this is the very truth. Unless
your single view be to please God, and to be
upright before him, the most lawful business
becomes unsanctified ; for it is no more allowed
a Christian to work, than it is to pray, with
any other intention ; and a mixture of impure
motives does as much pollute our employments
as it does our prayers. .

Every thing that proceeds from, and is suit-
able to, this intention, is holy, just, and goed ;
and every thing which does not proceed from
an upright heart and single eye is so far evil
and unholy.

Thié, therefore, is the second direction I
would give—to preservea single intention in all
your business, which indeed converts it into
religion, which ennobles every employment,
and renders the meanest offices of life a reason-
able sacrifice, aceeptable to God through Jesus
Christ.

Nor is a single eye less essential in our re-
freshments thaa in our occupations and devo-
tions, as every creature of -God is good, if it be
sanctified by the Spirit of God and by prayer. .
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Without this sort of prayer, at least an in-
tention to please bim by using it, no ercature
is good, nor can be used without injury te
ourselves; and Jest we should imagine that
meats and drinks were too little and imsige
nificant matters for the Almighty to regard,
he has been graciously pleased to remove this
supposition, by giving you a third direction in
express words by his apostle, * Whether y¢
eat or drink, or whatever ye do, do all to the
glory of God.”

Hhatever ye do ;—this plainly comprises our
recreations as well as refreshments; a fourth
direction therefore equally important is, let the
same pure jntention be preserved in these liker
wise. It is his will that you should use exer,
cise for your health, and delight your eyes
with the works of natyre and wonders of
ereation, in such a measure and manner as
will prepare you for business or devotion ; s9
far, therefore, as your present state renders them
pecessary, to this end you are to use them, and
no other. :

One direction more is important before I
close this head, and that is, that you, above all

K 2
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others, are required to keep a single eye in
your conversations. Whether devotion or busi-
ness be the subject, or whether you converse
for social enjoyment and recreation, in what-
‘ever case, you are enjoined to aim at the glory
of God. Any other motive is evil, and comes
from evil : it is an idle word, or conversation,
rather, as the term should be translated’; and of
every such idle word, our Lord plainly tells us,
we shall give an account at the day of judg-
~ ment.

I have now laid before you, in the plainest
manner I was able, the directions wherein this
single intention must be observed ; nothing re-
mains but to exhort you instantly, zealously,
and diligently, to practise them.

The God of your fathers hath lately given
you a most gracious testimony that he hath
not forsaken you or your children. Your eyes
have scen that “ his ears are not heavy that
they should not hear, neither his hand short-
ened that it cannot save.” You have cried unto
him in your trouble, and he hath delivered
you out of your distress. He hath led you
through the terrors of the great deep; he there

1
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made bare his mighty arm before you—at his
. word the stormy wind arose and lifted up the
waves thereof—we reeled to and fro, and stag-
gered like drunken men, and were at our wits’
end, when he made the storm to cease so that
the waves thereof were still. He hath prepared
a table for you in the way wherein you went;
even there, with corn and wine hath he sus-
tained you. Some of you he hath raised from
sickness, to some he hath forbidden sickness to
approach ; to all of you, who allowed spiritual
blessings to be blessings, he hath afforded them.
Yea in these he hath been found of them who
asked them not ; he hath spoken to the hearts
even of some who were unmindful of his mer-
cies ; and now ‘“he hath brought you to the
haven where ye would be.” What reward then
will ye give unto the Lord for all the benefits
he hath done unto you? Love him with all
your hearts, serve him with all your strength,
forget the things which age behind—pleasures,
riches, honours—in a word, whatever does not
lead to God.

- Behold all things about you are become new,
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be ye likewise new creatures. Frot this hour
Jet your eye be single.;~ Whatever ye speak, or
think, or do, let God be your eim, and God
alone. Let your great end be to please him, in
all your business, your refreshments, your re.
¢reations, your converse, as well as in religious
duttes.——Let this be your one design.

«“ He that hath ears to hean, let him hear.”
Have one intention, one desire, one hope, even
that the God whom ye worship may be your
God, and your All, in time aod in eternity !

‘0 be not of a double mind, think of nothing
else, seck nothing else—to love God and be
boloved by him is enough !

Fix your eyes upon this one point, and your
whole seul shall be full of light ! God will cons
tinually lift up the light of his eountenance
upon you, his Holy Spirit shall dwell in you,
and shine more and more unto the perfect day.
He shall purify your hearts by faith frem every
earthly thought and unholy sffection ; he shall
estublish your soul$ with so lively a hope of
his favour, as already lays hold on ‘the prize of

your high calling ; he shudl fill you with peace,
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and joy, and love—love, the brightness of his
glory, the express image of his person—love
which never ceaseth, never faileth, but still ex-
‘tends its vivifying flame, still goeth on con-
quering and to conquer, till what was a weak,
blind, wavering, sinful creature shall be filled
with all the fulness of God, and worship in
his presence when time shall be no more!
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SERMON IX.

(Preached on board the London Galley, between Charies Town
and Boston.)

P

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy mind, and with all thy strength.

. Mark, xii. 30.

c———

Wien God had formed man out of the dust,
and breathed into him the breath of life, when
he had stamped his own image and superscrip-
tion upon him, in his understanding, will,
and affections, he gave him a law, even to
love Him in whose image he was made; and
love, the one thing which his Creator required
in return for all his benefits, he therefore re-
quired, because it was the one thing geedful to
perfect the happiness of his creature.

¢ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God” was the
whole of that law which God enjoined to man
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in hisoriginal state; but when he had wilfully
degraded himself from that state of happiness
‘and perfection, by transgressing the single pro-
hibition which was appointed for the zest of
his love, a more particular law became needful
for a remedy of those many inventions he had
found out, whereby, being alienated from the
Jove of God, he was enslaved to the love of
his creatures, and consequently to error and
vice, to shame and to misery.

A more particular law was accordingly given
him, by the rules whereof he was fully apprised-
of every avenue at which sin and pain might
break in upon his soul. By this he was also
directed to those several means which his mer-
‘ciful Creator had appointed for the renewal of
his nature; and to complete its use, (till his
nature was restored to the image of Him who
created him,) it pointed out all those thoughts,
and words, and works, by so many express in-
Junctions, which the love of God (when that was
the spring of his soul) produced without any
injunction. '

Yet we may easily perceive that, even in this
.state of man, love is still the fulfilling of the
law; of every law which hath proceeded out
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of the mouth of God, at sundry times and in
divers places, and particularly of that which
in these last days he hath given us by his Son.
Love is the end of every commandment of
Christ, all of which, from the least even to
the greatest, are given to man, not for his
own sake, but purely in order to this. The
negative commands, what are they, but so
many cautions against what estranges us from
the Iove of God? and the positive either enjoin
the use of means of grace, which are only so
‘many means of love, or the practice of those
particular virtues which are the genuine proofs
of love, and the steps whereby we ascend from
strength to strength towards a perfect obedi-
ence of this first and greatest commandment—
that commandment which contains all, pre-
ceded all, and which shall remain when all the
rest are done away; “ Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy
soul, with all thy mind, and with all thy
strength.”

I shall endeavour to lay down, First, a plain
sense of this commandment ;

Secondly, to prove this sense to be the true
~one; and,
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Thirdly, to answer the grand objection
aguinst it. '

~ First, I am to lay down a plain sense of this
commandment.

~ The love of God may be taken in various
senses : first, as it implies obedience to him.—
Thus St. John : * This is the love of God, that
we keep his commandments ;” and such a me-
tonomy, or putting the cause for the effect,
frequently occurs in the Sacred Writings, where-
by, as the love of Him is placed for outward
obedience, of which it is the vital principle,
so the fear of God is said to be the departure.
from evil, which is the necessary consequence
of it. By the same figure, the love of God
has been sometimes taken for a desire of en-
joying his presence ; for this immediately flows
from love, and increases in the same proportion
with it : whereas some eminent men have un-
warily confounded the stream with the fountain,
and have improperly termed the desire of en-
Joying God, love of desire, as if love and de-
sire were all one; but desire is as essentially
distinct from the love that produces it, as is
any fruit from the tree upon which it grows.



140 SERMON 1X.

Love itself is, by the common consent of
mankind, and agrecably to universal expe-
rience, divided into love of complacency or
delight, and love of gratitude or benevolence:
and accordingly, love of God may be divided
into love of delight and love of gratitude; the
one regarding what he is in himself, the other
what he is tous. The boundless perfections of
his nature are an eternal ground of delight to
every creature capable of apprehending them,
and the numberless exertions of all those per-
fections on our behalf lay the strongest claim
to our gratitude. In the former sense, every
reasonable creature is to love God, because his
power, wisdom, yea, and bis gooduess, are in-
finite : in the latter, “ We.Jove Him (says the
apostle) because He first loved us.” When
these fountains have once united their streams,
they flow with redoubled violence, and bear
the Christian strongly forward to please and
obey the All-merciful, and to be made one with
God the All-perfect; to love the Lord his God
with all his heart, and with all his soul, aund
with all his mind, and with all his strength.

As to the measure of love prescribed in the
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words, all commentators agree that they mean
at least thus much—we must not love any thing
more than God; we may not love the creature
above the Creator; nay, that we must not love
any thing so much as Him-—=that he claims
of us a love of pre-eminence; that we must
reserve for him the highest seat in our hearts,
the largest and choicest share of our affection.
They are all likewise agreed that we may en-
tertain no love which is contrary to the love
of Him; that whatever affection we find, or
have reason to suspect, will either prevent the
kindling of the divine flame, or quench it
when kindled, or any way obstruct its in-
crease, or diminish its heat or brightness—
to that affection we must not give place, no,
not for a moment, but immediately resist it
with all our might. v

But we must rise higher than this; or we
shall never attain the plain sense of the com-
mand,  Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind, and with all thy strength;”
which imports in ordinary construction (to use
the words of a great master of reason as well
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as devotion), ¢ that we love God, not only with
the highest and best, but with the whole of our
affection—that we love him not only with
every capacity, passion, and faculty, with the
understanding, will, and affections, but with
every degree of every power, with all the Jati-
tude of our will, with all the whole possibility
~ of our souls ; that we devote to him, not only
the highest degree of our love, but every degree
of it; in one word, that God be not only the
principal, but the only objeet of our love.”
(Norris’s Sermons, vol. iii. p.7.)

Not that the Almighty is so to be the only
ebjeet of our love, as to exelude hid creatures
from a subordinate share of it. * The Lord re.
- Joiceth in his works :” cousequently man, made
after his likeness, not only may, but ought to
imitate him therein, and with pleasure to own
4« that they are very good;” nay, the love of
God constraineth those in whose bhearts it is
shed abroad to love what bears his image, and
we cannot suppose any love forbidden by God
~ which necesearily flows from the love of him.

And even that love of the creatures which
does not flew from the love of God, if it dcads
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to him, is accepted. For this end hath be given
us them- to enjoy, that by these steps we may
ascend to higher enjoyments; therefore, what-
ever love tends to the love of God is no more
forbidden than what flows from it.

Yet further : there are many of the works of
his hands which God expressly commands us
to love, and that, not only with a love of be-
nevolence, but of complacency : for such surely
is natural affection; such is that tenderest of
all passions towards our fellow-creatures, which
our blessed Redeemer does not disdain to com-
pare to the love between himself and his
church; and such is the delight which we
ought to have in the saints that are upon the
earth, and in those that excel in virtue. The
contrary opiniou, that we are forbid toe love
any creature in any degvee, supposes the all- -
knowing God to command our love of himself,
and yet to prohibit the immediate necessary
effect of it.

It charges the All-wise with enjoining the
end, and in that very injunctien forbidding
the means ; it blasphemes his most holy and
perfect law, as notoriowsly contradicting itself,

5
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as requiring elsewhere what was absolutely
‘condemned in the very first commandment of it.
This, therefore, duly considered, the sense of
that command is easily resolved into this—Thou
shalt so love the Lord thy God with all thy .
powers, and with the whole force of all, as ever
to remember that thou art bound, yea, by this
very law, to obey him whom thou lovest ; and
therefore to love those things which he com-
mands thee to love so far as he commands it.
Secondly, to cherish that love which is the
necessary effect of thus loving the Lord thy
God,viz. the love of those men whom he has cre-
ated, particularly those who are renewed afterhis
image, in righteousness and true holiness; and,
Thirdly, to use all the means which reason
and experience recommend as conducive to this
-great end, especially to love all his creatures so
far as it tends to the love of thy Creator. In-
deed the third rule includes both the preceding,
seeing that all obedience to God tends to the
love of him, and every other fruit of divine
love increases that love from which it sprung.
The full sense of the first commandment is
therefore contained in this single sentence—
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"Thou .shult love the. Lord -thy. Geod dlone - for
his own :sike,;and all thmgs sbeside. oiily o
"farastheytebﬂtohum FRTR oo T
... That this:id:the mark towards:whlch we -ate
all to press f we would attain! the prize of:our
high calling ; ‘that :none:can-attain . it unléss
they press toward. this mark, .ae¢ording .to the
several abilities which God: hath . given them:s
that this plain sense of.theigreat command-+
~ment is the true one, I am in:the second p]ace
to show, first from . the H¢ly Sduptures,

eondly from reason, : |-
'From . every part of the Holy Scnptures, 1t
appears that love is. the proper worship of; 2
reasonable ndtire.! . To go no furthier than the
words immeédiately! preceding the text,. < Hear,
O Israel (said our Divine Teacher), the Lord
thy God! is ‘one'!Lord, -and thou 'shalt love the
Lord thy G ' Tbou shalt love Him-—why ?
bas a. Just clalm t0 thy Jove becaus_e lo\ce is
the worship due to thy God; because it is the
proper homage of a rational being to his Cre-
ator. - * Thiokest thou that he will eat bulls’

flesh, and drink-the blood of: goats? Offer unjo
L
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thy God thanksgivings, and pay thy heart to
the Most Highest.” Without.tlris he will not
be pleased, though thou. shouldest. give him
thousands of rams, or all thy substance to the
poor. But with love every sacrifice is accepted, -
with :this He ever is well pleased. Hear, O
{svael, ‘God is thy Lord! thervefore shalt thol
worship him, and all worshaip but love is abo-
nination before him. g

- “Therefore, *¢ thou shalt leve. the Lord thy
God with all thy:heart ;” thoa shalt not divide
thy heart; he has the right to it all; thou
nayest not alienate any part of it; reserve for
him not the largest share, but the whole of thy
affections 3 -hadst ¢hou more lords thou mightest
have :more loves than ome, but if thou hast no
other God, thou canst have no other love. It
is wriften, “ Thou shalt worship the Lord thy
God, and him -only shalt thou serve.” Be-
hold, love is ‘the worship of thy Lord, this
slone is: his reasonable service ; thierefore, thou
shalt defight in the Lord ¢hy God, and. htn
only shalt thou serve.

What wonder is it then, that the essential
wisdom of ‘the -Father knew no mean between
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a single and an evil eye! That bis inspired
apostle exclaims with such vehemence of affec,
tion, « Purify your hearts, ye double-minded ;”
that his beloved disciple, after « This iy the
true God,” immediately subjoins, < Little chil.
dren, keep yourselves from idols.”. From what
idpls and what 1dolat;:y we are to keep ourselyes,
he elsewhere explicitly declares in. those - well
_known words,  Love not the world, neither
the things of the world; if any man love- the
world,  the love of the Father is not in him,” -
Were any further proof from the Holy Scrip-
tures. required, let us hear St. Paul: ¢ Whe-
ther ye eat or drink, or whatever ye do, do all
to the glory of God.” It is here required that,
whatever use we make of any power which God
bath bestowed on us, whatever act of any fa-
eulty we exert, all should tend to the glory—
the love of God ; and it is enjoined expressly.
We need not argue from a parity of reason,
“ whether ye eat or drink,” therefore, whether
ye rejoice or love: we need not ergue from
the less to the greater ; if every bodily action,
which at best profiteth but little, how much
more . is every movement of our soul to be
L2
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subordinated to the end of- our being ?—No,
we have yet a more certdin word of direction;
the very térms are,  whatever'ye do.”  This
commiandment indeed is exéeedingly' wide ;
not & word of our tongue, not a thought of
our ‘heart, can escape itz do’ ye ‘act, do 'yé
speak, ‘do ye reas(m, do ye love? do all to the '
g1ory of God.

- Itistrue that, if the literal sense of these'Scrxp—
tureswere absuid,and apparently contraryto rea
son, we should be obliged not to interpret:them
accordimg: to'the letter, but to seek for a looser
meaning : - to guard those, therefore, who desire
to love God, even as he requires, from this spe
cious. pietence for idolatry, I proceed to show
that this very sense is not-contrary, but agree-
able to the strictest reason.. And how reason-
able it is, so to love the Lord our-God with
all our heart and with - all our strength, as ' to
love nothing else bat for his sake and in sub-
ordination' to the love of :him, may appedr,
. Firsty from the general acknowledgment of all
-men, that we ought to love nothing above God.
"Phis: is granted’ to:-be of the last concern; all
‘men ' confess that o' this"eternity” depents.
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Reason; therefore, .must direct; us to gpqure
this_point,; to risk no hazard of so mighty a
stalpe, ‘whatever ‘wg.g:’lp, to. secyre from all pos-
sible danger our, passage; into'a, hp(pp‘y, fut,ur;ty,
But this cannot be. done whilg we entertain
q?y !Qve,msnboydm@_tg to the loye of . God;_ for
while:'we love any object without r,eﬁqrenq& tg
Him, we are, never: certain that. we. ﬁlall not
leve it: gbove hlm So. ]ong as the. very disease
of our pature is, the loving, the ccreatyre for, jts
own, sake, so long as this love so imperceptibly:
steals upon us, that it is lmposslb]e to fix its,
bounds and to say, ¢ Hltherto shalt; ,thou.go
and no further,’\ it is equally tmposslble that,
we should be safe from lovmg it moye Jtha,i)j
God. dete
If reason then prohlblts our runn,m,g‘ the,
least hazard of loving any . thmg more, than,
God, and if we must be in imminent dangpr:
of doing so, while. we love any thing, without,
reference ‘to him, then reason, as well as the
Holy. Scriptures, requires that- we should se.
love God with all our hearts, as to. 1ove nothmg;
but for his sake, and in subordmatlon to thev
love of him. -
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The samé' trath may be evidently irferred
from that further concession made by ail men,
¢ that we may not éntertain any love which is
conttary to, or subversive of, the love of God—
which does directly or reﬂ)ote1y tend to it
for all love which does either, obstruets it. It
it does not lessen what we have already ato
tained, it prevents our attaining what we other-
wise might attain; for the force of a divided,
éan’ never be equal to a united heart § nor is
it possible that a part of our strength should
éarry ul so far as the whole. -

Buat this 1s tiot the ﬁeav:eéf tharge auamst
fhat love 6f the creature which’ is not con-
ducive to the love of God.* No, it is ot only
obstructive, but subversive of it. They are in-
éorsistent and incompatiblé. Many lovés in-
deed may consist in the same heart, 5o they be
all suborditiate to orie i but ' two ultimate loves
are as-flat'a contradiction  as two firsts and two
lasts: 86 ‘thit when the son of Sirach says,
« Woe bé the fearful hearts and faint hands,

and the sinmet ‘which goeth two ways,” hé can
only mean, either he that ‘flatters himself he
goes both towards God and towards his idol;
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or rather that is unstdble in his ways, some- -
timres walking in one, sometimes in the other.
That this is frequently our own unhappy case,
experience is sufficient to prove; for not the
Albniighty himself can make it possible to walk
in two contrary' ways at the same time. Al
our habitual love: must at any one time termi-
nate either in God or in some of his creatures,
and if it terminates in him; then it does not
in them ; if in them, not.in him.

 'We cannot therefore have two ultimate
lam ; and by uncontrovertible -consequencs,
when we have any ultimate -love but that of
God, the love of God is notinws. Nor can
it be affirmed with truth, that there may exist
an insubordinate which is not an ultimate
love; for as every end which is subordinate
to no other is itself an ultimate end, so every
love which is sebordinate is not an ultimate
end: ultimate and subordinate being con-
tradictory terms, between which there is no
mean,

Bat who is this, touching whom we thus
coldly debate whether he should wholly pos-
sess or only share our affection ? Is it not the
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Lord—our God! .the all-sufficient.! ; the all.per-
fect? In whom;.are hid . all .the. #vbasures:of
Joveliness, of goodness, of felicity 7 Is it:ndt
He of., whose wisdom, . gf;whose bounty, of
whese ;mercies; there. is .no ‘Dumber? and dre
we afraid: of loving Him too much! with teo
fervent, too entire an affection?. ' | . ¢ -

. Hath, the ;love of God- towards; us beeure-
stramed? hath hi set any.bounds to this ocean ?
Who is He that: hath raised s from the dust?
who breathed into. us. thiese living souls ? who
. endowed us with the capabilities, of | zemoyment ,
- in _both worlds? . who upholdeth . ds’ with the
word of his power.? who. protects us. by’ his
gracious . providence? .who redeemed us by the
bleod . of .his. Son} who sanotxﬁes us by the
graces of his Holy Spirit2 ., Lo

- Oh God! are, the- creaturea of thy hand
. the ‘purchase .of .our Blessed. Rﬁdeemer, dis-
puting whether they /may: not love thee. too
mpuch ? whether. thou .art warthy. of all their
affection? Does not the essential loveliness-of
thy nature deserve, not only all, but:infinitely
more than such finite creatures can offer! Is
not our whole affection immeasurably. less than



SERMON 1% 153

the. leastof -thy. merciesd ,; O, if. the -whole
mite of out love could. Xepay . those we' have
already, received; is thine.arm shorfened ? - Is
not the‘emmnipptent God able—is he not will-
ing—nay,, has. he- not; sworn, . to render us. a
thousand ' fold: for every particle . of love we
give h:p, thrpnolaouta blissful eternity?., Gan
we w1thhqld from H;m ope. atom, .from . the
whole mass without: tearing; a' stan from;;our
own crown ? and shall, it be. thougbt uBrEasen:
able that, he, should- demand the whole ? 4hat
he should require all our love? Yea! worthy
art thon,- O Lerd,.of gll; the love of all the
creatures- thou. hast madg . especially of those

whom Thou hast redeemed! whom Thou'has *

guided hy thy. councll, and wllt he;eaﬂ’er;re.
ceive into glory!

,The grand - ob_]gc,tlou whxch has been fre-
qp@utly -made agamqt this - sense, of the great
commandment (to wluch ;mgst. others are.easily
reducible); and which I praposed to. consider:
in the third place, is.this, ¢ That did it oblige’
- us so ta love God with all our:heart as to love
nothing but for his sake, and in order to the love
of Him, such an obligation would be destructive
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of that happinesé whichi religion was désigned to
establish ; it would reduee us to a gloomy and
melancholy state, and make the Christian of a
sad countenance; deprive us of all -the inno-
cent pleasures of life, aird reduce: our enjoy-
ments to so narrow a compass, that they would
not’ counterbalance our pains, .and: support us
under the evils to which we are now exposed,
so 'that ¢if only in this life (even withoat the
persecutions of primitive ages) ‘there were
hope,” we should be of all men the most
miserable.”” '

I shall reply first to the particular branches
of this obJechon, and then in general to the
whole. o

- 'With regard to the first, be it observed that
the happiness whereof it supposes the entire
love of God to be destructive is & happiness
that is to result from an enjoyment of the crea.
w"m not referred to the great Creator, that is,
it-is such: a happitess as never did, nor ever
will exist.. « Fhat this happiness is not, ‘can- -
not be found in any creatures (to use the
words of ‘the above-cited author), is obvious
from experience, from the vanity which we
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find in all things, and. from : the restlessness
“and . desire of : change ‘which i¢: corisequent
upon it: we try one thing: after another, as .
the setirching bee wanders from flower to flower,
but ‘go off-from every on¢ with disappointment
and & ‘deladed expectation. Though almost
eVery thing promides; nothihg answers; and
eveii' the-duccession: of mew enjoyments (the
best - tesource we have for the emptiness of
each) amuses ‘but does not satisfy ; -a glorious
happmess this Y vextion, disappointment, and
loss} and of this happiness, it must be con«
fessed; the love of God is absolutely destructive.”
But does it not rendet men ‘gloomy and me-
lancholy, by depriving’ them of the ‘inndcent
pleasures of life?” They who speak thus seem
not 'to’ be aware -how' easy it is to produce &
cloud of witneSSes, and those heathens as well
asChristians, who, though they allow there are
4 thousand sorts of pleasure, which, considered:
with regard to the whole species, ate neither
good nor bad, yet utterly deny that any indivi«
dual pleasure is barely innocent. But we need
not pagan testimonies, since plain’ reason is
sufficient to show that this exptression cen
5 |
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never.lie used with, propriety... It must import
either, teo. much. or ,tog little ; for every. plea-
. sure, weighed :with. the circumstances that
attend it, -is;either moreor,loss than: inpocent:
If it tends 40 the love of God jit.is more 5 if it
does not, lt is Tess,. Pleasures of allsorts. uyed
" i that propertion wherein - they, enliven and
strgmgthen our minrds, apd- ,rende:: us. morg fit
for discharging the. duties ;of our. respensive
stations, deserve a better title than that of in-
nocent ; they are virtuous. and rewardable:
and , pleasure, of any. sort, ysed in .any. other
proportion deserves not so good an epithet, as
implying a sinful and punishable waste of time
and othgr talents which God hath lent us. If
thesg be the innocent pleasures which are meant
in the' abjection, we own that the love: of God
dues .destroy them; but it deprives us of
none .which in any way conduce to that even
cheerfulpess, which is both, the parent and
daughter, of divine love, and the life of virtue
and the. beauty of holiness. .

: The clearness and strength of reason, with
whmh one of our most celebrated divines
(Young’s Sermons, ii. 184) confirms this im-

] _
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portant truth, wm exc‘uSe the repehtwn’df his
WOI‘dS. B O LA ST IO
o “Some of “the heathen ph‘l‘lbsophefs were
of opinion. that nb'actiotis (whether pleasing:
or “not) - are ‘indifferent, ‘but that all are’ po-
sitively’ good, or evil ; whereby they méant, ‘not
that' mo actions are mdiﬁ'erent in’ their own
haturé, but that no ‘action'is tndifferent in
fact—in fact, I say, for in- this state," actions
(besi’de their formal essence) mclude the end
and intention of the.actor : and in ‘this’ sensé
they affirmed that a good man made-all his
indifferent actions good, and on the-coritrary,
a bad man made all his indifferent actions
evil ; for the pious heathens laid down this for
d rle, that every man ought to lay” down a
certair general purpose for his actions, viz. to
.. act agreeably to right reason, -and- while he
fixed ‘hiis eye upon this end, so Jong all his
actions; even those which wére in " themselves
indifferent, were 'rendered wise ard good 5. -but

‘oit the contrary, while no purpose was.fixed,

alt the actibps' of man, however indifferent in
theit own nature; became loose, irrational; and
evil."'And thus St: Paul’ more’ clearly tells us,
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that every Christian ought to establish.in his
mind a general purpose to which every action
should be directed, “ Whether ye-eat, or driak,
or whatever ye do, do all to the.glory of God.”
This. is an aim that will sanctify every act,
though in itself indifferent; but as long as we
have no regard to this general end, all the
mass of our indifferent actions. become a pro-
fane waste of opr precious time, which. the
Almighty assigned us for ; better uses, i.¢. to
devote and give it.back again to himself. We
should, therefore, often put. this questlon to
our soul—

Dic anima,quo tendis? et-in guod dirigis arcum®

¢ Say, my soul, whither aimest thou? and whi-
ther tends zhis action?’ Hast thou the glory
of God in view? This kind of reflection will
oonsegrate the soul in all she does, and make
every natural turn into a r¢ligions act, and lead
ns to meet our God in every circumstance and
event, and convarse with his wisdom, good-
ness, and providence in our walks, in onr
business, at our table, in our lying down and
at our vising up: in fine, it will render ns’
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more pious towards God at our work, than we
can be without it at our prayers.”

As to. the last part of this ah)ectlon, that shch a
love of Giod would reduce our enjoyments to so
narrow a compass that they would not counter.
balance our pains and support us under the evils
to which we are now exposed, I answer, it never
was desigued they should: God hath prdvided
far better supports for us than such feeble aids.
And in fact, who is he whom these did ever
support under agonizing pain, or heavy sorrow?
for whom did creature comforts ever suffice or
even cheer, when God wrote bitter things
against him? when the waters came in, even
to his soul, and the floods of trouble poured
over him? Not one, since the world began;
¢ miserable comforters are ye all,” utterly un-
able to heal the broken in heart—unfit medi-,
cines for the chamber of sickness—inefficient
cordials for the bed of death!

I come now to the direct and adequate an-
swer to all the parts of this well-known ob-
jection. The entire love of God, though it
does exclude all such enjoyments of his
creatures as neither directly nor remotely con-
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duces to our -enjoyingiour Creator ;.. though:it
does especially forbid, and effectually prevent
ourleaning on-those broken reeds.when.af-
fliction’ presses. down: onr soul ; .and | theugh- it
does ' set Jus |above wikht. ave . sometimes mis-
called innoéent pleasures; that is, vain; unneces-
sary,! thﬂmg, useléss, enjoyments ; cyet it is
in 1o wise destructive of that. happiness which
our blessed religion was. designed. to promote ;

so far from it, that love, entire love, is;the point
wherein all the lines of our holyreligion centre.
This ‘is the ‘great happiness.-which the great
Author of it lived and- died to establish ; and
a happiness it is, worthy of the most high God!
worthy of infinite goodriessiand infinite wisdom
to bestow ! a happiness ot built onl imagina-
tion, but real, and rational ; a bappiness that
does not play before our €yes-at a distance, and
vanish when we atteript to.graspit; but such
as will endare the cldsest inspeetion,. and! the
more ‘it is tried it 'will'delightthe more.  In
the happiness of love there is ‘no vanity,neither
any vexation of spirit: no delusion, no disap-
pointment is‘here : peace; joy, andihope, ever
dwell ‘'with love;  the wan who “loves God
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feels that God hath given him all things richly
to enjoy ; and he surveys with joy all the crea-
tures which God hath made. Love increases
both the number of his delights, and the
weight of them, a thousand fold, for in every
creature he sees as in a glass the glory of his
great Creator; and while every thing reflects
to his enlightened eye the image of Him whom
his soul loveth, the sense -of that divine pre-
sence, over and above the delight which he
experiences in common with other men, im-
" parts such a vital joy and gladness to his heart,
that, were eternity added to it, it would be
heaven!

Here then is the sufﬁment and the only
sufficient support under all the evils of life.—
Evils ? nothing is an evil to him who loves
God; all things to him are very good, for
each and all are alike under the direction of
his heavenly Father, and must work together
for his good. He has but one desire—to
delight in God ; and God hath given him the
desire of his heart: and while his spirit
cleaves steadfastly to him, he is safe from the
power of evil. Indeed if his heart were not

M
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wholly with God, as many things as he loved
besides him, so many ways would he live
open to disappointment, and fear, and grief,
and misery. But so long as he has one object
of his love, and regards all things else only as
they minister unto it, his heart standeth fast;
for he is assured that neither life nor death,
nor things present nor things to come, nor
height nor depth, nor any other creature,
shall be able to separate him from the love
of God.

I shall conclude in the words of that excel-
lent man above cited, who so well practised
what he taught,  Ye have heard what is the
full and true extent of divine love, and the
full and true import of the great command-
ment—a commandment worthy of Him that
gave it, and worthy of the solemn mark of
attention wherewith it was more than once deli-
vered:  Hear, O Israel ! ” and let all the whole
creation hear,—and silently and reverently
attend to this great law, which (lest any
should fancy himself himself unconcerned in
it) expressly is directed to every creature;
“ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with alt
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thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy mind, and with all thy strength.”

The language of the great God to every ra-
tional creature is, * My son, give me thy heart,”
for it was I that madeit; it was I who gave
it thee, it was I who bestowed its vital motion,
and that for no other end but to direct and in-
cline it towards myself. I only am thy true
essential good: in me alone canst thou find
rest for thy soul ; all the springs of happiness
are in me. Therefore, my son, give me thy
heart; I alone merit, I alone can reward thy
love ; let none have any share in this supreme
affection, but devote it all to me thy God.
With angels, therefore, and archangels, and
all the company of heaven, having unclasped
our hold from the inefficient creation, let us
love the Lord our God, and him alone; let
him not divide with the creature, (oh how un-
fit a rival for so divine a guest!) but let him
reign an absolute monarch in the hearts he has
formed for himself. Yea, let us love the Lord
our God, with all our heart, and with all our
mind, and with all our soul, and with all our
strength!

M2
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Unto God the Father who first loved us, and
made us accepted in the Beloved—unto God the
Son who loved us, and washed us from our
sins in his own blood—unto God the Holy
Ghost who sheddeth the love of God in our
hearts, be all love, and all glory, and all adora-
tion, for time and for eternity! Amen.
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SERMON ' X.

(Preached at Tslington Church, London 1738)) © ¢

Remember the sabbath-day, to keep it holy.
Exodus, xx. 8.
, _

“ Thar the Sabbath was not ordained in the .
beginning of the world, nor ever observed from
the creation till the time of Moses ; that being
given by Moses to the Jews, it was not ob-
served as a moral precept, but, like other cere-
monies, was sometimes kept -and sometimes
not, as public or prlvate business might occur;
that lastly, it was for ever repealed at the de-
struction of the temple :>—such are the asser-
tions of those who would so remember the
sabbath as not to keep it holy at all.

~ In answer to so much of these objections as
seem to require.an answer, and to the conclu-
sions drawn from them, I shall endeavour to
show,
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First, that the command for keeping the
sabbath holy was given for wise ends, by such
an authority as none but the same which gave
can repeal it ;

“Secondly, that it has not been repealed by
this authority, as the ends for which it was
given are still io force; and,

Thirdly, what that keeping the sabbath ho]y
is, by which we obey this command, and an-
swer the ends of it.

First.—The command of keeping the sabbath

holy was given for wise ends, by such an au-

thority that none but the same which gave
can repeal it. I dispute not here whether or
not this command was given ‘to Adam, or ob-
served before Moses; nor yet whether we are
to keep thie sabbath upon the seventh day, as
was the practice of the Jews; or on the first
day of the week, according to the usage of the
Christian church from our blessed Lord’s re-
surrection to the present times; my inquiry is
this, What is the authority which commands
us to keep one day in seven holy? and what
were the chief ends for whlch this command'
was given ? -

>
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The authority by which it was given was

the authority of God : it was the supreme
governor of the universe, who from the holy
place of Sinai spake all those laws, among
which was, “ Remember the sabbath-day, to
keep it holy.”
- He it was, who declared again and again,
¢ Verily my sabbaths ye shall keep (Exodus
xXxxi. 13, 14) :—it is holy unto you ; every one
that defileth it shall be put to death.”

Now who but the Almighty God hath power
'to repeal what the Almighty God hath once
established ? seeing therefore that it was he
who established this law, none but himself has
power to repeal it; and till he repeals it, it
must be the duty of all men to obey it, whether
the reasons for which hie wisdom hath esta-
blished it be known to them or not. '

An incontrovertible reason for their obedi-
ence (if they know no ether) is this, that God
has given the command. But this is not the
case : the wise reasons of this command are, or
may be, known to all.men; the chief designs
of it aye almost .every where delivered, together
with the law : the first we have in the second

5
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chapter of Genesis, ver. 3: “ And God blessed
the sabbath-day, and sanctified it, because that
in it he had rested from all his work which
God created and made ;” and again in the twen~
tieth chapter of Exodus: ¢ In six days the Lord
made lheaven and earth, the sea, and all that in
them is: wherefore the Lord blessed the sab-
bath-day, and hallowed it.” .
- In these words, three thmgs are plamly af-
firmed :—first, that God 1is the creator of this
world :—secondly, that having created it in six
days, he ceased from his work upon the seventh
day, and hallowed or sanctified it; ordaining
that man, being made in the image, and for
the imitation of God, should:imitate him.in
this, in bestowing six days. on the works be-
longing to this world, and resting from all
these works on the seventh ‘to meditaté upon
a better," T Co

We perceive here the chlef reason of this
command ; the great end for which it was given,
even that man might learn to imitate God, to
fulfil the purpose of his creation, that.he might
ever remember who it was. that created himself
and heaven and earth ; that having-finished his
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six days, he might upon the sevénth retire from
this world, and ascend in heart and.mind into
the heaven of -heavens, whither: his adorable
Creator rested from the works of hiy.¢reation. -
Another end of this command - Gad hath de-
clared, both on Mount Sinai and :long after by
his prophet Ezekiel: “I gave them my sab.
baths, that they might know I am the-Lord
which sanctifieth them.” That these. saered
days, so often as they returned, might confirm
them in the important knowledge, that - God
was the author of their virtue and happiness as
well as of their being ; that, should he withdraw
his sanctifying power, they would as naturally
“sink into sin and misery, as, should he withdraw
his animating power, they would fall into their
native dust, ' )
- Now as they were instructed by what means
holiness was tp be attained, so that they might
actually attain it was a third wise end of the
Almighty’s command to keep one day in seven
holy. This we learn from that other declaration
of God, wherein after it is written, ¢ Ye shall
be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy ;” it
follows in the very next verse, « Ye shall keep

6
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my sabbaths;” plainly intimating that one
reason why they were to keep his sabbaths
was, that they might be holy as God is holy;
that by dedicating to him one day in seven,
they might be enabled to spend the other six
as became those who acknowledged their
Creator and Sanctifier to be of purer eyes
than to behold iniquity ; that they might ever
be mindful of taking him for their example,
not only on one particular day, but in the
general course of their lives, which should be
boly, just, and good.

The sum of what has been hitherto observed
is this :—God who hath an unquestionable right
to command his creatures, and prescribe what-
ever-laws he is pleased to enforce ; who, though
under no obligation of acquainting man with
the reasons of his divine will, has not only
been pleased to make it known, and bid him,
 remember the sabbath-day to keep it holy,”
but has graciously condescended to acquaint
him with several of the reasons for so doing ;
the chief of which are these:—first, that
by imitating the sabbath of divine rest, man
might retain a more lively and lasting sense
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of the Almighty Being, the Creator of himself
and all things which exist :—secondly, that he
might constantly remember who it is that is
‘his Sanctifier as well as Creator:—thirdly,
that he might be ever mindful it is the grand
business of his life to imitate him in all his
imitable perfections, and to make the mercy,
justice, and holiness of God the pattern of all
his thoughts, words, and actions. .

Secondly.—The next question is, whether .
this command has yet been repealed by the
authority which gave it, and whether these
ends for which it was given are still in. force
or not. s

As to the former part of the questlon it is
confidently affirmed that God did repeal it,
when Jesus Christ was made man; to prove
which a famous controversialist gives us the
strength of his cause in these words: ¢ In
these rigid vanities by which the Pharisees
had abused the sabbath, our Saviour thought
it requisite to detect their follies. They taught
that it was unlawful on the sabbath-day either
to heal the impotent, or relieve the sick, or
feed the hungry; but he confutes them both
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by his actions and his disputations. Did they
accuse his disciples of gathering corn upon the
sabbath, being an hungred? he tells them
what David did in the same extremity. His
commanding the impotent .man to take up his
bed, wds it so great a toil ds'to lift up the ox
cor the ass out of the pit?- Nor had God so
spokeh the word, but that- he could repeal it;
the Son of Man being Lord also of the sabbath.
Nay, it is observable that our Lord wrought
more works of charity upon the sabbath, than
on all the other days; and several of them,
when there was no extreme necessity that the
cure should be performed on that day,.or the
man perish. What then? came our Saviour
to destroy the law? No—but to let them un-
derstand the right meaning of it, that they
might no_longer be ‘misled by the Scribes or
Pharisees.”
.. Further, that the sabbath was to be repealed

. Is by this apparent :

.. % Pirst, that it was an institute of Moses :

. % Seqondly, ‘that it was an institute peculiar
to theJewish nation.” (Dr. Peter Heylin’s His-
tory of. the- Sabbath.” 1st edit. p. 168.)
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Thus far the historian, whose numerous as-
sertions it may be worth while to examine
apart, beginning at that wherewith it ends, as
being most important.

The sabbath (he says) was first an institu-
tion of Moses; second, an institution peculiar
to the Jewish nation: now as every institute
peculiar to the Jewish nation’ was an institute
of Moses, we will inquire whether the hallow-
ing the sabbath was an institute of Moses, or
not. :

I therefore think it was not, because it was
instituted two thousand years before Moses
was born; so saith the text in Genesis ex-
pressly : ¢ Thus the heavens and the earth were
finished, and all the host of them. And on
the seventh day God ended his work which he
had made; and he rested on the seventh day
from all his work which he had made. And
God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it.”

Indeed so soon as it shall be proved that
there is an absurdity in taking this in the plain
literal sense, we shall be obliged to take it in a
less plain, in a figurative sense, and to affirm
that, though this is related as dome at the
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creation, it was not done till the' distributing
manna in the time of Moses, four or five and
twenty hundred years after the creation ; but
till this absurdity be shown, we have no pre-
tence for giving up the letter. We can have no
pretence to interpret any scripture figuratively,
but when an absurdity follows a literal inter-
pretation : this not being the case here, we may,
we must, conclude that the sabbath was insti-
tuted at the creation; therefore it was not an
institute of Moses ; and consequently that from -
this supposition, which is obviously false, it can-
not be inferred that it was to be repealed at all.

However, the objector avers, ¢ it is inferred
that it actually was repealed from the assertions
before-mentioned, which are briefly these :

“The Pharisees thought it unlawful to do
even any works of necesslty or mercy on the
sabbath-day,

¢¢ Secondly, that our Saviour proved they

thought wrong, such works being lawful on
any day.
- “Thirdly, that the Son of God being made
man counld, if he pleased, set aside his own
eommand,,
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“ Fourthly, that himself performed. more
works on that than any other day : and, . .

« Fifthly, that he came not to. destroy
but to fulﬁl the law, to teach men its right
meaning.”

All and every one of these five propoemont
we allow to be perfectly true, and should be
glad to know from which of the five we are to
infer the conclusion. Are we to say the Pha-
risees having wrong views of the sabbath, there.
fore the sabbath is abolished ? or that our Lord
proving their notions of it to be wrong, there-
fore it is disannulled? or that the Almighty
could if he pleased set it aside, therefore he
did set it aside? or that our blessed Saviour
performed works of necessity and mercy on
the sabbath-day, therefore we may do works
which belong neither to necessity nor mercy ?
or lastly, that the Son of Man came to fulfil
the law, therefore he destroyed this branch
of it ¢

I trust it will not appear presumptlon if,
- notwithstanding all the arguments of this
learned author, I still conceive that the Al-
mighty hath not repealed his own command
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respecting the sabbath ; nay, and that he never
will, til] the great sabbath begins ; both because
he hath not done it yet, and because the rea-
sons for which he gave it are still in full force,
and must remain so till the grand consum-
mation of all things.

For, first, to preserve in man a lively and
constant sense of God being the Creator of all
things, this end of the sabbath must continue
so long as men continue upon the earth : this
reason for keeping it can never be wanting so
long as any of those creatures are living, who,
notwithstanding all the methods used to pre-
vent.it, are so prone to forget their heavenly
benefactor, who so readily lay hold on any
" pretence, nay, who are so willing without any
pretence at all, if not to think they are the
work of chance or their'own hands, at least to
act as if they thought so.

And the second end of the sabbath can no
more cease than the first. That man should be
constantly and deeply sentible he can no more
sanctify than he could create himself, ‘must
ever be of the last importance : it must be the
highest concern to nien to remember they are
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umgble to help themselves: to preserve the
impresgion of this great truth ever strong upon
their minds, that he who is born of a woman’
must be born again of God, or it is 1mposs1ble
to please him.

Thirdly ;—it is of equal concern to man to
remember that it is the great business of life to
imitate the divine example set before us. I
presume no one will venture to affirm that this
end of the sabbath has lost any measure of its
force; that it does not hold full as strongly at
this day, as it did on the birth-day of creation;
it being therefore evident that God himself
hath- given this command, and that he hath
not repealed it, and that it is -sufficiently pro-
bable he never will, since the designs of the
institution must ever remain in all their energy,
all that remains is to show, thirdly,

What it is to keep the sabbath holy so as to
obey the command and answer the ends of it.

To keep either a day or a place holy is
simply this, to set it apart to religious pur-
"poses ; this is both the proper and the common
sense of the word. By saying this day or this
place is kept holy, both the learned and the

N
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unlearned mean, it is dedicated to God, it is
appropriated to his service; and to profane or
unhallow a holy day or place is, not to set it
apart to these uses; to use it in the same
manner with other things which are not dedi-
cated to God, not appropriated to his service ;
to perform in the consecrated day, orin the
holy place, the works of ordinary days and un-
hallowed places.

To keep the sabbath-day holy, as well in
the proper or common sense of the word, is
therefore to set it apart to religious uses, to
dedicate it to the service of God: what is im-
plied in this we shall easily perceive, if we
consider first, what we must—secondly, what
‘we may—thirdly, what we may not do, on the
sabbath of the Lord our God. ,

First, We must, if we would obey this com-
mand at all, and answer the ends for which it
was ordained, employ a considerable part of
this day in prayers and praises to God; we
must retire with him from this lower world
into those regions which are above the firma-
ment; to contemplate on the various works
which he bath made, and on the goodness,
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‘wisdom, and power of the Creator; we
must speak of his marvellous acts, and de-
light in the memorial of his abundant kindness.
That branch of his kindness, particularly,
whereby he daily renews the face of the earth,
‘whereby he restores fallen man to pardon and
peace, and gives him the second better life of
‘holiness and happiness. That this his last no-
blest gift may not be in vain, we must now
especially work together with him, labour to
confirm ourselves in his likeness, by entreating
the assistance of his Holy Spirit (for we have
no power of ourselves to help ourselves) to be
holy because he is holy : we must make it our
especial aim that the Divine image in our souls
may be perfected: to bind mercy and truth
around our neck, to write them on the tablet of
our heart. _ , /
Secondly, .Not that the human mind can be
every moment uninterruptedly intent upon
this, that might make even devotion a burden:
no, we have bodies as well as souls; and this
our gracious Lord considered, though the Pha-
risees did not ; he therefore took away the in-
tolerable severity with which their traditions.
N2
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had loaded. the sabbath, and made it of no
effect but to impede those designs, for the fur-
therance of which it was ordained. He brought
it back to its original standard, to its just and
natural extent; accordingly both his words and
actions manifested that we may perform works
of necessity and mercy on this day; that we
may do whatever cannot be done on another
'day, or not without manifest inconvenience ;
such as enjoying the works of creation with me-
ditation and gratitude, feeding and watering
cattle (for this is a work of necessity); we
-may relieve our sick or indigent neighbours
~for this is a work of mercy); and visit the
prisoners and the afflicted.

Thirdly, This therefore we may do, but we may
not do any other work which can be done on
another day, and done without much inconve-
nience ; the delaying of which a day longer,
would not give either to ourselves or our neigh-
bours much loss or pain. Neither may we use
any such recreation on the sabbath as does not
furthet the ends for which it was ordained:
some recreation connected with those ends is
allowed on this day, because few minds are
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able to preserve a cheerful devotion and lively
gratitude without it ; it is therefore a proper
work of necessity as fur as it conduces to both,
but we must go no farther; we may not indulge
ourselves in any recreation, I do not say which
disqualifies, but which does not promote pious
meditations. Here then is a short and certain
rule ; whatever aids devotion we may use,
whatever impedes or does not aid it we must
avoid, as it defeats the end of this sacred
institution. ,

It is the same with the day as the house of
God, and for this reason it is that the Almighty
more than once mentions them together: “ Ye
shall keep my sabbaths and reverence my sanc~
tuary.” -

" 'We are not so to reVerence the sanetuary as
not to show mercy, not to save life therein :
we may likewise do necessary works, such as
cannot be done elsewhere, or not without great
inconvenience, but we may not do ordinary
works ; the former are not contrary to its holi-
ness, the latter unhallow, pollute, and profane
it; and when either the temple or the sabbath
of God is made # day or a house of merchan-
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dise, it will not be long before truth itself will
pronounce the one an abomination and the
other a den of thieves. If from what has been
said, it appears that this command,  Keep the
sabbath holy,” was promulgated to man by
God, and that for wise ends, even to preserve
in him a deep abiding sense that God is his
creator, his sanctifier, and his pattem'; se-
condly, that as God has not yet repealed this
command, so the ends of it are in full force;
and lastly, that the only way of keeping the
sabbath holy, of obeying this command, and
answering its design, is to abstain from all
works which neither necessity nor mercy re-
quires, that we may set apart the day of God
for the service of God, which alone is to sanc-
tify or keep it holy; then is the sabbath.no
institution of Moses, neither is it peculiar to
the Jewish nation, but the command to observe
it, as well as the reasons of that command,
extend to all ages and nations. Then if we
subtract from it the additions of the latter
Jews, and this one circumstance peculiar to
them, ¢ Let no man go out of his place on the
sabbath-day ;" whereby the Almighty guarded
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it for a time, from the disobedience of their
stiff-necked forefathers, we may safely affirm
of the fourth commandment, as well as of the
other nine, that Jesus Christ came not to de-
stroy, but to fulfil it; and till heaven and earth
pass away, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise
pass from this law till all be fulfilled.
Brethren, let me add one word of exhorta-
tion, and, be ye assured of this, that those who
watch over your souls as they that must give
account would not wilfully lead you out .of
the way. If there be any here who will not
keep the sabbath holy, who' says he cannot
~ submit to the rigour imposed, of so worship-
ping the great, the good, the holy God; who,
so far from estimating his high privilege, thinks
prayer and praise, meditation and .pious dis-
course, too heavy a burden to be sustained
- during a whole day, and so resolves to spend
at least a part of this day, either in diversion
~ or business. I exhort all such to work rather
than play! I exhort you that are parents, in
particular, if ye care not to train up your chil-
dren to devotion, when they come from church
riot to send them to the streets or market-



184 ' SERMON X.

places, but rather of the two, to school: as to
ihe innocence of either, it is no importance
which you do, but the latter looks more like
prudence: if ye disregard the other world,
why should you neglect this? why sell your
own and your children’s souls for nothing?
Perhaps you may gain somewhat which you.
value by industry—as to the command of God
you throw that quite out of the question ; this
is totally rejected either way; you no more
hallow that day when you play, than when
you labour, and as to the ends, you destroy
them alike : you are no more endeavouring tg
remember your Creator, to be thankfuyl for his
benefits, and conformed tohis holiness, whila
ye pollute his holy day by diversion, than by
work ; but in the latter case you may gain
some earthly gain which you prize, and ex-
change conscience for money.

If you kLft up your hand against your God
in labour rather than idleness, you may have
this comfort in your rebellion, that ye dld nat
serve the Devil for nought.
~ Not that any-who serve their heavenly
Father, who keep his day wholly sacred, and
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neither pollute it by diversions nor work, have
less reason to expect a reward from their divine
" master, even in this present world.

For to these who would not be disobedient
to his command,. even to acquire riches, who
love God better than pleasure, or gain, or
reputation, to these saith the Most High, «If
thou turn away thy foot from doing thy plea~
sure on my holy day, and call the sabbath a-
delight, the holy -of the Lord honourable, -and
shalt honour him, not doing thy own ways,
nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking
thine own words ; then shalt thou delight thy-
self in the Lord, and I will cause thee to ride
upon the high places of the earth, and feed
thee with the heritage of Jacob, thy father: for
the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” '
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"SERMON XI.

’ '
(Preached on board the Simonds.)

- Brethren, I count not myself to have appre-
hended : but this one thing I do, forgetting
those things which are behind, and reaching

Jorth unto these things which are before, I

press towards the mark for the prize of the
hzgk calling of God in Christ Jesus.
Ph!llp iil. 13, 14,

—-‘—

It is observed that the several ‘inspired writers
of the Holy Scriptures, who have professedly

treated of our progress in religion, and pointed
out the various steps in the scale of perfection,
have always represented their sentiments on
the subject by obvious allegories and familiar
allusions, Thus we find Christianity some-
times compared to a race, at others to a war-
fare ; and the passage of the Sacred Scripture
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now before us is no way to be understood
without this metaphorical mode of interpreta-
tion, the phrases used being in a great measure-
borrowed from the circus, and the diversity
of races represented. Thus, when the Apostle
tells his Philippians that he counteth not him-
self to have ¢ apprehended,” it must be re-
marked, in order to understand him, that the
word we translate * apprehended” is in the
original Greek almost always applied in a-
technical sense to him that wins and carries off
the prize ; it being the custom to place the
crown, which was to be the victor's reward,
over the goal, and the first of the competitors
that came in reached the prize and carried it
away with him. So that the meaning of St.
Paul is, that he doth not think himself already
possessed of his crown, nor yet so secure of
it as not to .be exposed to some danger of
losing it: 'he doth not imagine that he hath
yet attained the reward of his labours, nor
sufficiently ascertained the victory; and there.
fore, as he emphatically proceeds  this one
thing I do,” or this is8 my only care, “ for-
getting those things which are behind, and
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reaching forth unto those things which are
before, I press towards the mark for the prize
of the high calling of God in Christ.”

And here again are terms borrowed from the
races, to be explained. The phrase which we
have rendered  forgetting those things which
are behind,” is in the original “ not looking
behind me,” and the term ¢ reaching forward,”
is something stronger in the Greek, being ex-
pressed by a word that signifieth « vehemently
to stretch forward.” Now these are plain allu-
sions to the Olympic Games, to the customs
of the competitors, who stand not idly looking
back, and examining either how far their anta.
gonists are behind them, or how much of the
course they have passed over, but' ardeutly
pursue their object, and endeavour to overtake
‘all that are before them, and arrive at the des-
tmed mark as rapidly as possible. -

The sense may be thus paraphrased—+< My
brethren, I count not myself to have attained
my crown, nor do I think myself so certain
of it, that I-cannot miss it ; but this one thing
I do; without considering how mueh of my
face I have rum, or how many of my compe-
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titors I have overcome, I stretch forward to
the utmost of my capacity to achieve my end ;
and having ever in my view the goal, and fixing
my eye on the way marked out for me to run, I
relax not my speed, that I may if possible attain
the crown which God in Christ hath promised.”

The words thus explained will furnish us
with these several topics of discourse.

First, that in this world Christians are never
so certain of their reward, as to remit their
care without danger of missing it.

Secondly, that it is never to be attamed by

resting contented with any degree of piety
short of the highest that may be attained in
this life : and,

. Thirdly, that a constant progress towards
perfection is the mdwspensable duty of all
Christians.

We know that this world is a state of trial
and probation, wherein we are placed by Di-
vine Providence to work the works of God, to
conquer and subdue the enemies of our sal-
vation and those manifold sins and infirmities
whereby our nature is corrupted and depraved:
Now a state of trial always implies a state

1
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of danget, and, whilst we are only in our pro-
bation for heaven, we must not think ourselves
secure from all possibility of miscarriage.
" 'True it is, we are inheritors of the kingdom
“of heaven, and we have the gracious promise
of our merciful Father to secure our title to it.
But it must be duly considered, that all his
promises are conditional, and that ke has given
.us power to perform (for the power to fulfil it
is his gift) our part of the condition; if we
bury our talent in the napkin, and will not
“fulfil it, we cannot claim our crown.

.- Our covenant with God consists in perpetual
~war against the world, the flesh, and the devil.
These are our spiritual foes, which assail us with
never-ceasing vigilance, and as long as we live
‘upon this earth, and carry about with us a
body of sin and death, so long must we be
unavoidably exposed as well to their attacks,
as to the attacks of that powerful and invisible
enemy, who is represented in the Holy Secrip-
tures as going to and fro in the world, seeking
whom he may devour. We know the power
and malice of this spiritual adversary, nor are
.we ignorant of his devices, whereby he lieth
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in wait to deceive: subtle and mighty as he is,
can we imagine that he will propose any temp-
tations which are unsuited to our frailty ? No:
he knoweth our weakness, and well adapts them
to our several dispositions, and so strong, I
bad almost said irresistible they are, that
happy, thrice happy is he who is not some-
times ensnared by his wiles.

He is the prince of the power of the air,
and therefore wanteth not strength to assault
us. He is the old serpent that deceiveth, and
faileth not in craft to circumvent us: indeed
-s0 great are both, that we can by no means
withstand either, without divine assistance;
-and all our hopes of victory are founded on
our faith in these consoling truths, ¢ That
greater is He who is with us than he who is
.against us;” and that the God of Hosts is on
our side, “who will not suffer us to be tempted .
above what we dre able, but will with the
temptation. make a way to escape, that we
may be able to bear it.”

But further, we are exhorted in the Holy
Scriptures to be constantly on our guard, to
take to ourselves the whole armour of God,
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that we may be able to stand in the day of
temptation, and having done all to stand.

Again—we are cautioned, ¢ that he that
thinketh he standeth should take heed lest he
fall,” and commanded to work out our salva-
tion with fear and trembling. Now to what
end are-all these monitions, this care and fear
enjoined, unless there be some imminent dan-
ger? Why should we take to ourselves « the
armour of God” were there no liability of our
‘being conquered by the enemies of our salvation ?
Why take heed to our steps if there was no
danger of falling? Were the crown of glory
already in our hands, our labours must needs
be at an end—we are expressly told that our
life must be a constant endeavour, that we
must daily strive against sin, and sedulously
watchr against all the assaults of our enemy ;
and therefore, it may be concluded, that we
have not ¢ apprehended” or attained the reward
of our labour, or acquired the utmost degree
of grace and Christian perfection from which
we never can be shaken or removed, till we
leave these tabernacles of clay.

The great apostle St. Paul thought himself

.
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tbliged to pregs forthard towardd the mark of his
liiggh calling 3 atid it would be the greatest pre-
sumhption of s to imagine we had arrived 4t a
height of secutity which precladed the vigle
lance which'this éthinent saint so earnestly en-
Jjoins: if notwithistanding the zeal, the activity,
the abundance of ‘revelations, béstowed upon
this fivoured diseiple of Christ, he deemed it
ihdispensable to’work out his salvation with
feut aiid trembling, much more reason have
We fiot to be high-minded but fear: I know
there are some who hold it as an unquestlon-
able tenet of religion, that “grace once res
éeivet never caﬂ be forfeited.” But this mis-
take has arisen’ ffom mixing metaphysics with |
dnvmlty, and admitting every one’s privatd
oplition as a'rule of faith. When men beégan to
dispuate concermng grace and free-will w:thout
tnderstanding wherein either the one or the
other consisted, it is not extraordinary that
difficulties should arise which reason was un.

able to solve; and that schism and heresy were

introduced into the church of Christ, by turn-

ing points of philosophy into religious disputes,

#nd making the guirks and quibbles of ‘school.
®
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men upon them of as..much importance as if
they had been. so ‘many: articles of faith;
Holy Writ has assured us, -that. as' the wicked
man may turn from his' wickedness, so like-
wise the righteous man ‘may turn from his
righteousness ; nay, that he may apostatise so
far as to commit things worthy of - death,
and to be guilty of sins in which we are told,
he shall surely -die. (Ezekie], iii. 20.) And
the catholic church of Christ: always thought
that all Christians in this world were constantly
exposed to temptation, and . of. consequence
in danger, i. e. in possibility, of falling.

. We need not multiply quotatjons to -prove
this; it is evident from their solemn addresses
to the Almighty God in behalf of the penitents,
as recorded in the Apostolic Constitutions,
wherein every Christian was bound to acknow-
ledge his own obnoxiousness to sin, and to
_pray for preventinig and restraining, as well as
assisting grace, to preserve him from falling ;
and when the penitent was restored, the con-
gregation were commanded by the deacon to
pray, and afterward, by the mouth of the
priest or bishop did pray, for the reconciled

s
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penitent, thatiGed would keep. him steadfast
and immoveable in the way of righteousness, atd
grant: he might nevér: fall er be:shaken more,
-:INow their prayers would .'be; superflious
were.'it not-admitted: that.the.most . perfect
estate in this: world’ is but @ state of: trial .and
probation, -and the highest attainnients: not sufl
ficient to exempt. us.fromthe danger of, falling
away. The Son of God himself was tempted;
- and he alone was tempted without 'sin :: thére-
fore his disciples cannot expect toescape the
temptations of their great - adversary, . who
knows full well: that the crown of glory isnat
in this life given, and he is never withoyt
hope of preventing us froin gaining the prize;
and if his assaults be aided by any fancied se+
curity of our own; and come -pon. us: lin
awares, great is the danger of their success; 40
our eternal loss, norw L s
- Having at large mslsted on' my first: dacs
trinal point, that no Christian isi in this - llfe
absolutely secured of hisreward, or «can pre-
same to be advanced so high as to be beyond
the ; reach of dangen, I proceed to a practical
. 02
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mfenence deﬂuced from wbat has been saxd,
which is this.:... .«

‘That. if we. are’ not excludcd from all pos.
sibility of falling from our station, forfeiting
the portion of igrace. we havé: received, and
missing our glorious reward, we are not at li»
berty to indulge ourselves in ease and security.—
Yigour, indystry, and perseverance, become the
riecessary dutids of Christians ; we must watch
and pray that we eater not into temptation,
and have power to overcome what we cannot
escape. We must centinually strive to enter
in.at the strait gate, and constantly oppose our
spiritual adversaries.. As long as we are watch-
ful we are safe, but if we trust to.our :best per-
formances—alas! I need.not tell you how
grievously we shall find ourselves deceived at
last. There is not.a more dangerous delusion
than for a man to think himself. beyond the
power of temptation : we then become careless
in.our duty, negligent in our station, confident
in our own strength; till, :like Samson, we
“ wist not that the Spirit of God is departed.”

- Caution and watchfulness are essential cha-
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racteristics of a real Christian :.fit is frequently-
enjoined by our blessed Lord himself to his
disciples, and by them the obligation extended
to all mankind, ¢ What I say unto you I say
unto-all—watch.”

‘None are exempted from this duty, no ex-
cuse can be urged for not performing it ; watch
therefore for the comirg of your Lord; for
you know neither the day nor the hour of his.
~ coming. Letyour loins be girded, your lamps
burning, and ye yourselves like unto men that.
watch for their Lord, that they may be ready-
to enter in with him when he cometh; for
many shall seek to enter in when the door is
shut.<~Therefore, ¢ blessed “are those servants
whom his Lord when he cometh shall find so
doing.” ‘Stand therefore fast in the faith; “be
strong, and quit yourselves like men,” that so,
in God’s good time, ye may at length attain
the .crown which is laid up for all who perse-
vere to the end. I grant he gives perseverance
to his  people, but what are the marks by
~ which they are known? They are those who
apply to him for this grace, who are ever
watchful over their own hearts, lest they

7
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sh‘o_ulydv be hardened through the deceitfulness-
of sin, and who do persevere in faith and in
good works, giving all dlllgence to make their
callmg and election suyre. ~
Secondly Our reward is never to be attained
by resting satisfied with  any degree of piety
short of: the highest. - Christian perfection, or.
universal ‘holiness, is the goal of our religious.
course: hitherto then must all our aim be di-
regted, ‘all -our ‘endeavours tend ; to this are.
all ithe promises of .the Gospel made; and
“surely the highest reward deserves the most:
arduous' efforts,. the most unremitting care.
The gates. of -heaven are opened wide, and we
are invited :by God himself to enter in and
take up our everlasting residence in that king-
domr of light'and love and joy ; and will not
such a reward compensate. well the labours of a
short life ? . Are not fourscore years, even of
pain,. well endured for an eternity. of bliss ? or
should we murmur if our days on earth, which
are few and evil, are .spent in the service of
God - (whose. service is. perfect freedom, and
brings . the..only . happiness ‘here),” instead of
being wasted in sinful pleasure; which is never
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anaccompanied with a sting, even in this state:
Is a treasure in that kingdom of heaven,
(where no moths or rust eorrupt, and no
thieves break /through and steal) of . less
value than - the fading . enjoyments of' the
world ? - t
! My brethren, there is no shadow of com-
parison ; and therefore, the same ardour and
diligence in :working out our salvation, ‘as the
¢hildren of this world evince in their pursuit’
of riches, pleasures, - and hononr, is indis-
pensable n a Christian. '

Agam, all our hopes of heaven'are only found-
ed upon the promises of God ;  we have no man-
mer of reason, therefore; to hope; if we fulfit
not those conditions which he gives us the power
tofulfil: now the only way proposed by the
‘Gospel 15 . to ask that we may receive,” and
to aim at the. highest. degree of ‘holiness or
Christian perfection. ~ Is it not: the word of
our blessed Lord ‘himself, <. Be ye /perfect a3
your Father in heaven is perfect ;” i. e. to offer
our spirits, souls, and:bodies: a holy sacrifice,
acceptable to!God... Now if this be so.(and -
what Christian presumes'to say it is not ?) .who,
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soever does not aim, or wilfully sbstains from
aiming at this point, may, for oug,ht he kngws,
stop .short the mercy of God.

. Byt here it may be urged,: that in the M‘
nal house of God are many mansions, and
that the stations of the kingdom of heaven
shall differ in. glory, and cansequently that all
mankind are not-expected. to- attdin an .equal
summit of piety, or be entitled to an equal de-
gree of glory;. in answer .to which I must
observe, that though.there be virioys,degrees
in these happy mansions,. yet: he who dspireth
not after the higheat .is . not prepared fop the
lowest.. The man who doth. not:sincerelyens
denvour, to hecome a perfect Christian déceives
kimself if he thipks he iba Gbristian at.all. .-
~ True it is, the. Almighty God. knoweth our
frame and understandeth. the weakness ‘of onr
wature, .the strength, and  aumber of. those
temptatious. to.which we. are exppsedi; and
therefore vouchsafes of -his.infinite mercy. and
gooduess, .not; to exclude. us. from his favour
for those sins -and: backslidings. .of. which we
repent,: and -atrive against,. and. wabch, ; and
pray. But by. this it cannek: be proved - that
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we should not sim to do his holy will in the
most. perfect: manner. This is the new cove-
nant with man, and he has promised to give
us 3-0ew - hegrt ‘and renew a right spirit, veven
the  power -of loving Him with all onr heart
and mind and strength.. . =

Thnrdly, #.constant  Progress in Chr:stlamty‘
is:the indispensable duty of all rmks end de-
grees; of Christians.. . = .
« They that would hope in txmeto attain to
the highest degree of holiness, must, as the
Royal Psalmist éxpresses it, go on from
¢ strength to strength.” As lang ds we can be
better than we are, and fancy ourselves so far
advanced that we cannot go farther, we have
espeoial ‘need - to. follow the apostle’s advice,
¢ Not te think of ourselves more highly thaa
we -qught to think.” - Alas!: whilst we are in
this world, we are surmingded. with snares,
beset with temptation, are sometimes overcome,
eften repent and sin again ; therefore we may
be sure. that we have not yet attained, neithen
art already-perfect ; bun crown is not put into.
our possession, nor the victory over dur spiri~
tual ‘enemies -completely gained : still, there.



202" SERMON XL.

fare, must' we fight and strive against them,
sgill ‘must we press forward towards the mark of
our.high-calling. - , ‘

-Wihile we are in this world we are but in
our road ‘to- heaven, and therefore must con-
tinue marching on and overcoming. Life is-
ourpilgrimage, heaven is our home, and as we.
have here no abiding city, so neither have we
any cessation of our labours; but death will
end them all, and if then we are faithful unto
death; God will give us the crown of eternal life.
Now he has promised to keep those faithful,
who love and serve him with all their hearts,
and who study to run the way of his com-
mandments, and ‘to go.on unto perfection ;
and when we have done all, to say « we are
unprofitable servants.” . Aim, therefore, at ex-
alted holiness, -aspire after the highest dcgrees,_
even the height of -humility! .

He that frequently performs his duty to God,
and labours earnestly to do good to his .bre-
thren, must. not sit down self-satisfied, ima-
gining no more is requlred of hlm—pensh the
thought !

. When we- bave done all the good. ofﬁpes
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which opportunity affords, we must sedulously:
seek out more ; and however charitable we'may
have been to our brethren, yet if charity'in-:
creaseth not, it faileth, and is not the:gerfine:
grace recommended ‘in Scripture; it is buta’
heathen, not a Christian virtue; and what is
spoken of this may be said of all other virtues
in ‘the Gospel—their improvement (which is-
part of their essence) proves their authenticity.
"Farther, it is a maxim universally true and’
 established by the general consent of mankind,
that he that maketh no progress is certain ‘of
going - backward. Now this maxim is as true
when applied to religion as to any other thing =
he, therefore, that stands still in the paths of
piety recedes, not only loses his time but his
ground. He that doth not constantly and
daily strive against the storm of vice'and tor~
rent of iniquity wherewith the world is' now
overflowed will infallibly be carried down by
it: there is no resting in the mid way between
right and wrong, between heaven and hell;
we must pursue our course towards the one, or
make speedy advances to the other. ;
Habits 'we know are only to be acquired by
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constant. and: repeated acts. ~ He, therefare,
that would. be. religious, must be: always exer-
cised/in réligion : and he that would - attain to
€hristian' charity  must: never ‘relax. in his
lsbours . of love. -If we continually labour m
the. task our Great Master has assigned. ms, we
shall increase in the ability to perform it; but
if. wie'abate cur zeal, our talent will be hidden
till it be taken from us, Ll

. Ibesides, 'in - order to acquire. a:: hablt ‘it 1s
not anly necessary that there be repeated acts,
But we must.endeavour that every act be pro-
portiounably: better than the last. ~ He that
contenteth: himself with barely plodding at
the: rudiments of learning will never make a
sohiolar;j; and: he that aspires mno. higher than
the: fivit- stepsin. the scale of perfection will
nevet . be-ai Christian. It is St. Paul’s ad-
vice: to: the Hebrews, that they should. leave
~ the priniciples of the doctrine of Christ, and
go -on..unto . perfection, not: resting satis-
fied. with. laying the foundations of Chris-
tianity, but éendeavouring to raise a propor-
tionable superstructure' thereupen ; and were
this advice duly observed, men would not.con-




SERMON X 36s

tiaug all their. lives .such. babes in Christianity,
nor,would:a hoary head and ignorant mitd be
so frequently conjoined,.ds: God. knows they
arg: we should behold: youth moré bober and
old.;age more venerable, and each. thé: wiser
and " holier. the longer they lived 0pomlthu
‘earth o0

- Thus have I shown, by these ummwemble
arguments, SR

.. Fivst, that Chnstlans are never so certam of
thelr reward as to remit their care; RIS

Secondly, that it is never to be attained but
by perseverance, and by not resting satisfied
with any degree of piety short of the hlghest
aim; and,

Thirdly, that Christians of all ranks and
conditions are indispensably obliged to make
a constant progress and proficiency in the
knowledge and practice of true Christianity.

These doctrines are so plain and evident that
they need no application, and so essential that:
they will recommend themselves to your serious
consideration. Instead therefore of an exhort-:
ation, I choose rather to require you to join:
in prayer to God that he would graciously:
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assist us in the performance of them; for
‘which purpose I conblude with an excellent
eollect of -our church.

~Q:God! who declarest thy mlghty power
‘most chiéfly in showing mercy and pity, mer-
cifully :grant unto us such a measure of thy
grace, that we, running the path of thy com-
mandments, may obtain thy gracious promises,
and be made partakers of thy heavenly trea-
sures, - through Jesus Christ our Lord!—
Amen. : :
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SERMON XII o

. { AN *'.“.'x."‘:

(Preached at-Cowes, in the Xsle of Wight, l"ls.u 3! Sejannah,’ in
. Georgia, June, 1786 at Dr Gut;er s chur;:h, in Bopston, ?ct. 17,
1736)‘ AR

P T Y
PRI

And Elyah came unto aﬂ the people, amd savd,
.- How long halt ye between two dpinions ? If
the Lord be God, then follow hini: butisf
Baal, follow kim. 1 Kings, xviiis 21,

g

Anx exclamation this, in which Christians are
no less concerned than those Jews to whom it
was immediately spoken : for do we not, most
of us, halt between -two opinions? do we not
endeavour to do service to two masters ? and is
it not the frequent practice of the generality of
Christians to compound between God and the
world ? to contrive how to serve God, without
renouncing the service of the world, the flesh,
and the devil? Do we not see many, who make
loud. professions of their zeal for religion, still
anxious for: the good things of this life? In
5 :
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short, may we not truly say that while we all
pretend to be true worshippers of God, we do
every one in particular, at some seasons, set up
his idole in his heart, and -divide his religiots
worship between that and his God ? To you
therefore is this Scripture given, and every one
is still concerned in this expostulation of the
prophet, How long will ye halt batween' two
opinions ? * If the Lord be God, then follow
him ; but if Baal, then follow him.” - -
In discoursing on these words, I shall; -
First, show who they are that come under
this censure of halting between two opinions ;
Secondly, consider the folly and danger of it; '
Thirdly, conclude with an earnest exhortas
tion to an entire devotion of outselves to God.
I am first to show who they are thdt come
under this censure. And here, I doabt, upon a
serious and impartial examination of ourselves,
we shall most of us stand self-condemned, and
when we inquire who they are, our conscience
will reply to each, Thou art the man. For
judge, I pray you, and judge as in.the presence
of God; are ye in heart and mind dolely de+
voted to him? have you no other design in ail
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your undertakings but ta perform. the will of
your Father whe is in heaven, and finish the
work he hath given you to do? Who among us
can stand so severe a test, or whom will not
conscience condemn upon so strict a trial ?
Who is there that may be termed holy in the
sense of this word, as it implies a total renun-
ciation of the world, the flesh, and the devil ;
and an entire and absolute surrender of himself
to God? alas! who can lay his hand upon his
heart and_say, ¢ that no private ‘views, no
secret ends, mix with his devotion!” that God
has not only.seme place in our thoughts, but
the whole of our souls and minds at his dis~
posal, and reigns alone in the hearts he has
formed, There are many rivals who will dis-
pute with him his right to absolute and entire
dominion : the world, with her pomps and
vanities, pleasures and delights, entertainments
and diversions, has monopolized a large share
of our affections ; sensuality also ruleth with
an almost uncontrolled sway ; nor is the evil
spirit of darkness without share of power and.
influence over us. . o

. Now while any of these have dominion,

r
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while we set our hearts upon the flesh and its
gratifications, or fix our affections on things of
the world, or indulge hatred, ambition, malice,
and revenge, it must be owned that, if God
has any place in our thoughts, his empire is
disputed, his claim to our obedience questioned,
his supreme authority neglected : we are not
his devoted servamts, since we give our service
to other masters; nor can we be called his
faithful soldiers since we are likewise enlisted
under the banners of his enemy. Thus then
may they: be said to halt between two opinions,
who are divided between God and the world,
who suffer the Creator and the ereature to share
their affections, and who allow only a portien
of their heart and mind, to the service of their
heavenly. Benefactor. Where the grace of God
has so far influenced the conscience as to en-
gage the ‘man to consider these things, and
yet the cares of this world, the lusts of the
flesh, and temptations of the devil, retain their
share of influence over him, this man may be
said to halt between two opinions. '
Such is the case of him whe, without a sur-

render of his whole heart, professes himself to
: 3
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be a Christian. He will tell you that he regards
religion to be of the utmost importance. He
may be constant in the external duties of reli-
gion, in the outward forms of worship, frequent
the service of the church, observe the fasts,
attend the sacraments; and yet with all this
seeming zeal it may be found, that the world
has made a deeper impression on him than
religion, and' he takes yet more pains to pro-
cure an estate on earth, than to lay up for
himself a treasure in heaven: otherwise how
should it be possible that we should see the’
same man conscientious in church, and knavish
~ in his counting-house? how could we éc;coﬁnt
for public observances of pious rites, and over-
reaching frauds in private transactions, of this
halting Christian. Of these two discordant
principles, obedience to the letter of the law,
and neglect of the spirit of it, from which
. arises- the' inconsistency of his practice ? He
halteth between two opinions, and is therefore
sometithes found praising God, and at others
paying homage to mammon. And thus it
must always be with all who are divided be-
tiveen God and the world. We are told it was
P2 '
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because the cares of this world, and the desire
of riches, were not rooted out of the heart of
thoge that heard the Gospel, but permitted to
grow up with the good seed of the word, that
this seed brought .forth no fruit to perfection,-
Indeed this part of the parable seems to have
an.immediate reference to the case in questjon,
and particularly adverts to those who halt be-
tween two opinions ; he that; received the seed
in.stony places is the same, that heareth the
word, and ¢ with joy received it ;” and yet if the
cares.of the world and desire of riches (those.
spiritual thorns and briars) are. spffered to re-
main, they will choak the. good seed, as our
blessed Lord informs-us they do.

: 'Therxe are other descriptions of pqrsons whom
ghe text describes as halting between two opi-
nions ; these are men who will renounce theig
vices, with the exception of one darling sin ;
now this is a plain instance of double-minded-
ness and insincerity. While we acknowledge
the evil of sin in general, and_yet retain tbg(z,
one sin which easily besets us, the beart is pg}:
wholly with God, it is hypocritical in his sight ;
and;a more dangerous state than any other;

6
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for it leads us to deceive ourselves to the last;
and because, like Herod upon hearing John
the Baptist, we may do many things -gladly,
observe religious ordinances, and external wor-
ship, we have no fear of our salvation till it is
awfully lost for ever.

The sum of the matter is this: all are con-
cerned in the expostulation of my text, and
stand condemned by its censure, who are not
wholly devoted to God; who have not abso-
lutely and entirely dedicated themselves to his
service; who have not renounced the world,
the flesh, and the devil; who have not with all
their faculties withdrawn themselves from the
consideration of every thing but God and divine
things, in the rule he has given in his Gospel,
to enable them the more perfectly to perform
his duty and service, to an obedience which
they acknowledge to be his due, and which
their hearts bear witness is a reasonable service.
All these may be said to halt between two opi-
nions who preserve any the least respect to
any creature which belongs alone to God.

Whosoever loves any thing, fears any thing,
hopes any thing, without reference to Him,
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hath set up his idol in his heart; he is divided
in himself, and therefore cannot love, fear, and
serve God. It'is on this account that St. Paul
calls the covetous man an idolator, because he
allows his desire of gain to share his affections
and his thoughts, which God and religion
ought wholly to engross. And as the covetous
man, so also is the sensualist, the passionate,
the proud, the ambitious ; each of them have
some end in their actions besides God: in
short, any one who pretends to be a Christian,
and admits any motive in his pursuits but God
and his holy will, halts between two opinions ;
he may with his lips confess the Lord to be
God, yet pays him not the homage and obe-
dience due to him alone. :

The folly and danger of which state comes
under the second general head : now the danger
will appear from the following considerations:—

First, that it is a state which the Almighty
hath no where promised to reward ; and,

Secondly, it is a state which he hath threat-
ened with the severest punishments.

First, Heaven is the free gift of God through
Jesus Christ ; and therefore not to be attained
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but on such terms as he has. appointed : now:
where has he promised to reward such a half.
- piety as we:have deseribed ¢ Has he any, where
bound himself to accept it ? A sacrifice without
a heart! hath he ever capitulated with us ta -
receive any service which falls short of all that
lies in our power? a power imparted by bis
divine grace to perform. Hath he purchased
the dominion over us by the Son of his. love;
upon conditien that the empire should be di-
vided between him and his creatures ? No, the
promises are made to those alone who not only
seek, but sfrive to enter into the kingdom of
beaven. It .is a holy viclence preached in the
Gospel as-essentially necessary to intraduce us
into the peaceable possession of the kingdom
of -God; and .it i3 this which distinguishes
every real Christian, and proves him to be a
disciple of Christ: after, the utmost care and
diligence we are but unprofitable servants, nor
are our most strennoeus endeavours the cause of
our salvation, which is the meritorious death
of our blessed Saviour; but they are.the con-
ditions of it which he himself has daid down ;
or, in-other words, faith which works by love,
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evan the Jave of : God with all our hearts ; and -
though, through the corruption of our nature,

we. have. all reason to be abased and :deeply-
humbled .befove. God, yet are we to atm ab per- -
fection:; .and whosoever wilfully stops shortof--
any gtace he may attain,stops short: of’ the .
meray of God; for though hehas prommed to: '
pardon:for our Redeemer’s sake all those. sins -
which by the frailty of our matures we have-
committed, :yet :will he never pardonthoss -
commissions of sin, and omissions of duty;':
which we wilfully. live in, and-continue to live

in, theough avain persuasion that it is not res
quired of us' to follow the strict rules. of: the'
Gospel ; rules which would never have: beed
énjoined, if God had not promised to give us -
grace.sufficient (if we implored it)to walk in:
all_hjs ordinanees -blameless. ‘We say. then, -
that a state of .voluntary imperfection, a half--
course between God. and: the world, is a state

which Gad, bath in no plagedf Scripture pro-

mised to, rgward,. nor yet to accept: . but there

is another: argument for: the idanger of it,
namely, .the  sevete punishment daneunced

against it - Many. aud . obvious-are the #exts.
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whevein the Almighty hath threatened the
pains of hell to all those who will not obey his -
will ; ;and how. this may be fulfilled without"
this entire surrender of ourselves to his service
is ‘more than Revelation has made known to
us. We are therein taught to love the Lord our
God with all our heart, with all our mind, and
to do him service with all our soul and with all
our. strength ; and this, under pain of being
utterly excluded from his presence if we fall in
the performance of it.

We are expressly told in St. Luke, xiv. 33,
that whosoever he be that forsaketh not all that
hehath, cannot be the disciple of Christ. Now
what :can. possibly be more phin than these
werds; the sense. of which evidently is that,
unless we renounce every thing in this world
so far as. that our affections may be placed
solely on God, we cannot be his disciples. And
if we be not his, what will become of our hope
of salvation by Jesus Christ? Certainly the
being excluded from the name of his disciple
is an exclusion from heaven, which he died to
purchase for us. But whoever desires to see
the awful condemnation which awaiteth this
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state more fully represented, Tet himi hear what
the Spirit of God saith to the angel of the
church of Laodicea (Rev. iii. 15,16): <«
know thy works, that thou art neither hot nor
cold ; so then because thou art lukewarm, and
neither hot nor cold, I will spue thee out of
wmy mouth.” Tremendous doom of the luke.
warm and indifferent in religion! see we not
here that the lukewarm Christian (if we will
call him such) is debased even below him who
professes no religion ¢ < I.wish thou wert either
hot or cold :"—so saith the Spirit; showing that
coldness, or an absolute neglect of religion;
was a more desirable state than lukewarmness
or-indifference : add to all which, the tremen-
dous doom which attends it, “ because thou
avt neither hot nor cold,” I will cast thee from
e, and withdraw my grace from every 'one

who maketh no better use of it than do the
lukewarm and indifferent. _

- 'The folly of living in such a state, of dmdmg
our hearts between God and the world, may
be easily. collected from the danger of it. The
sewvice of God is the most honourable, easy,
sad profitable, that we can be occupied in ;. it
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must therefore be the greatest folly to quit this
service, and engage with a cruel master on the
severest terms: yet so does every man who
secks to compound between God and mam-
mon, to divide his service between religion
and the world ; for no man can serve two mas-
ters; we must of necessity renounce the service
of one. St. James declares, * the friendship of
the world is enmity with God: whosoever
therefore will be a friend of the world is the
enemy of God.” Here we perceive there is
no such thing as a divided love: the love of
the world is absolutely inconsistent with the
love of God; so that if we afford the world or
any thing in it a share of our affections, but
as he has commanded for his sake, in such
proportion do we become the enemies of ‘God.
And can there be a greater instance of folly.?
to lose his 'favour, in whose favour is life eter-
nal, and the glorious reward annexed to our
fidelity, for a small proportion of this world’s
good ? :

Be wiser: follow the prophet’s advice. If
the Lord -be God, serve him and him only;
but if not, serve whomsoever you do serve
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heartily, that ye may at least have the reward
of ‘your services, for the man who is religious
by ‘halves, that dares not wholly renounce the
service of God, and yet will not entirely devote
himself to his Divine Master, has taken the
ready ‘way to divest himself both of the pleasure
of religion and of the world ; he has just enough
teligion to embitter his delights, to poison all
his enjoyments ; nay, suffers all the pains, and
oftentimes more than the truly pious man en-
dures even under martyrdom, and at the same
time loses all the satisfaction anch ever ac-
companies genuine piety. - '
- T proceed thirdly, and lastly, to conclude
with an earnest exhortation to an entlre deVo-
tion of ourselves to God. Cooo
Ye have seen, brethiren, the true nature of
the guilt of halting between two  opinions,
which ' consists in dividing our 'afféctions be-
tween’ God and the things he’has made, and
plecing only such a part of love upon our
Creator, as we can spare from his creatures.
Ye have likewise been shown the folly dnd
danger of such a state, which God has rio where
promised ‘to-reward, nay; has~denounced his
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vengeance. upon it. Now. surely. this will be
abundantly sufficient, if you believe it, to per-
suade.you totally to renounce the world, and tq
set your affections on things above: ye have s;tég,
that no less a degree of religion than this wil}
profit you; that whoever wilfully falls shoxt of
this falls short of the mercy of God: be strong
therefore and quit yourselves like men, be bold,
to assert your liberty, to vindicate the dignity of
your redeemed nature, to shake off the bondage
of corruption, and to demean yourselyes as be-
comes the children of God, and .inheritors of
the kingdom of heaven. Our gracious God, be.
assured, is infinitely worthy of our highest
love, abundantly deserving of our best services,
he hath created and preserved us, and, therefarg
has 3 claim to all we are, and all we can.dg;in
retyrn for such inestimable henefits. Nay, he
has redeemed us from sin, and delivered: ug
from the bondage of corruption ; and therefol‘ﬁ
we can never repay the least of hl,s hleg;;p;gpq
But ] his mercy is pleased to accept such service
as we are, able to perform, in conslderat}qn of
our weaknes,s, ang the, poor, corrypted, state, of
ur patute, and since we haye nothing, ig,157.
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turn, he gracionsly receives the mean oblation
of ourselves, provided we present it with our
whole heart. And this surely no man will sup-
pose too great a sacrifice for all the mighty
obligations that have been conferred upon him;
for while we serve God, we increase the per-
fection of our being, and partake of His honour
dnd glory who dwelleth in the highest heavens.
Fo be admitted to worship Him before whom
the angels veil their faces is indeed' the highest
honour wherewith any creature can be blessed;
and to® devote ourselves to his service is only
to be secured of our title to this dignity and
pre-eminence, which the King of heaven and
earth vouchsafes to the heirs of immortality.
Theré may be other imaginary pleasures and
honours; but in reality there is no other hap-
piness, honour, or glory, but in the service of
God. All the felicity of this world can afford
us at best but a suspension of misery, a vain
shadow, and a vain hope! What can riches
effect but preserve us from the evil of want?
we can enjoy no more than we want, and a’
very little is sufficient to supply us with that;
all beyond is superflaity which brings neither
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permanent satisfaction nor lasting advantage.
And who for such a reward as this would for-
feit those exalted pleasures which flow so plen.
teously from the service of God? Pleasuresi
they are which fade not in the enjoyment, which.
pall not on the senses, nor destroy the taste by.
repetition, but increase to all eternity,which ex-
tend our faculties, create new capabilities, and
perfect our nature. Such a scene of delight is his
life who lives wholly devoted to God, who suffers
not the world to intermingle with his affections,
whose heart is fixed above it, and whose soul
is freed from all cares but that of serving and
pleasing his Creator. O glorious task! blissful
employment! It is the felicity of angels! a
foretaste of the joys of heaven! a forestalling
the blessedness of eternity ! Cast away there--
fore all obstructions of this love of God ; divest
yourselves of every base desire; halt no more’
between two opinions; but, sinee ye own the
Lord to be God, beseech him to give you
grace to follow him and him alone; to serve
him truly and faithfully with all your strength,
to love him with all your heart and mind,
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to worship him in your body and in your
spirit, to be made perfect in the love and fear
of God, that so your happiness may be per-
fected in the enjoyment of his heavenly king-
dom throughout all ages, world without end.
-Amen.
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There the wicked cease from troubling; and
there the weary be at rest. Job, iii. 17.

——

‘Waen God at first surveyed all the works
he had made, behold, they were very good.
All were perfect in beauty; and man, the Lord
of all, was perfect in holiness: and as his
holiness was, so was his happiness; knowing
no sin, he knew no pain. But when sin was
conceived, it soon brought forth pain: the
whole scene was changed in a moment. He
now groaned under the weight of a mortal
body, and what was far worse, a corrupted
soul. That Spirit, which could have borne all
his other infirmities, was itself wounded and
sick unto death. Thus in the day wherein he
sinned, he began to die; and thus, * in the
midst of life we are in death ;” yea, *the whole
: e2
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creation groaneth together, being in bondage
to sin,” and therefore to misery.

The whole world is indeed, in its present
state, only one great infirmary: all that are
therein are sick of sin, and their one business
there is—to be healed. And for this very end,
the great Physician of souls is continually pre-
‘sent with them, marking all the diseases of
every soul, and giving medicines to heal its
sickness. These medicines are often painful
too ; not that God willingly afflicts his crea-
tures, but he allots them just as much pain as
is necessary to their health ; and for that rea-
:fon, because it is so. '

The pain of cure must then be. endured by
every man, as.well as the pain of sickness.
‘And :heréin. is manifest. the infinite wisdom of
Him who careth for us, that the very sickness
of . those with whom he converses may be a
great means of every man’s cure. A The very
wickedness of others is, in a thousand ways,
bemdicive ‘ta & good man’s holiness. They
trouble him it is true; but even'that trouble is
s<health to his $oul, and marrow.to his bones.”
He suffers many ‘things from them;, but it is
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to this end, that he may be .inade perfect
through those sufferings. - - .

i But till perfect holiness be .found on earth,

so neither will perfect happiness: While some
remains of our disease be felt, some physic
will be necessary to heal it. Therefore we are
more or less subject to the pain of cure, as well'
as the pain of sickness. And accordingly, nei-.
ther do the wicked here cease from troublmg,
nor can the weary be at rest.
- - Who then will deliver us from the body of
this death?” Death will deliver us. Death
shall set those free in one moment, who were
all their life-time subject to bondage. Death
shall destroy at once the whole body of sin,
and therewith of its companion, pain. ‘And
therefore, ¢ there the wicked cease from trou-
bling, and there the weary be at rest.”

The Scriptures give us no account of the
place where the souls of -the just remain from
death to the resurrection. But we have an ac-
count of their state in these words ; in explam—
ing which I shall consider, ,

- First, How.the wicked do here trouble good
‘men. And, :
3
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Secondly, How the weary are there at rest.

‘Let us consider, First, How the wicked
Rere troublé good mien. And this is a ‘spaciqus
field. Look round the world, take a view. of’
all the troubles therein; how few are there'
whereof the wicked dare not the occasion.
“« From whence come wars and fightings ameng
you?” Whence all the ills that embitter so-°
ciety ? that often turn that highest of blessings:
iﬁfo'a curse, and make it good for man to be
alone? Come they not heuce, from self-will,-
]iridc,' inordinate affection ; in one word, from
wickedness? And can it be otherwise, so long
a8 it remains upon earth? As well may the
Ethli)pxan change his skin, as' a wicked man
¢ease to trouble both himself and his neigh-
Bour; but especially good men : inasmpuch as,
while he is wicked, he is continually - m_]\mng,
elther them, or himself, or God.

" First, Wicked men trouble those who serve
God, by the injuries they do them. As at first,
¢ he that was born after the flesh persecuted
him that was born after the Spirit,” even so- it
jsnow. And soit must be till all things are
fulfilled’; il Heaven and éarth pass away,”
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<t all that will live .godly in Christ Jesus, shall
suffer persecution,” For thereis an irreconcile-
able enmity, between the Spirit of Christ and .
the spirit of the world, If the followers of
~ Christ “ were of the world, the world wquld
loxe. its own :- but, because they are not of the
world, therefore the world hateth them.” - And |
this hatred they will not fail to show by their
words ; * they will say all maaner of evil
against them falsely ;” they will find out many
inveutions whereby even “ the good that is in_
them may be evil spoken of:” and in a thou-
sand. instances lay to their eharge the ill that
they know not.” From words in due txme
they proceed to deeds; treating the servaqt’
as their forefathers did their Master, wrongmg
and despitefully using them in as many ways
as fraud can invent, and force accon.plish.
It is true, these troubles sit heaviest upon
those who are. yet weak in the faith; and the
more. of the Spirit of Christ any man gains,
the lighter do they appear to him: go that, to
him who is truly .renawed therein, who is full
of .the knowledge and love of God, all the
wiengs of wicked men are ngt only no eyils,
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but are matter of real and solid joy. But still,
though he rejoices for his. own sake, he cannot
but grieve for theirs. ¢ He hath great heavi-
ness and continual sorrow in his heart for his
brethren according to the flesh,” who are thus
¢ treasuring up to themselves wrath against
the day of wrath, and revelation of the right-
eous judgement of God. His eyes weep for.
them in secret places; he is horribly afraid”
for them : ¢ Yea, he could even wish to be:ac~
cursed himself,” so they might inherit a bless~
img. And thus it is that they who can not
enly slight, but rejoice in the greatest injury
“done to them, yet are troubled at that which
wicked men do to themselves, and the: grievous
mlsery that attends.them.

"How much more are they troubled at the
injuries wicked men are continually offering to:-
God? This was the circumstance which made
the contradiction. of sinners so severe a trial to
our Lord himself: ¢« He. that:despiseth. me de-
spiseth him that sent me.” And how.are these
despisers now multiplied upon earth ? who fear.
not the Son, neither the Father. How are we
aurrounded with. these, wha blaspheme the
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Lord and his Anointed, either reviling the whole
of his glorious Gospel, or making him a liar
as to some of the blessed truths which he hath
graciously revealed therein: .How many of
those who profess to believe the whole, yet in
effect preach another Gospel ; so disguising
the most essential doctrines thereof, by their
new interpretations, as to retain the words only,
but nothing of the < faith once delivered to the
saints!” How many who have not yet made
shipwreck of the faith are strangers .to the
fruits of it ? It hath not purified their hearts;
it hath not overcome the world; they are yet
# in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of
iniquity.” They are still « lovers of them-
selves, lovers of the world, lovers of pleasure,”
and not “lovers of God.” Lovers of God:?
No. “ He is not in all their thoughts!” They
delight not in him, they thirst not after him :
They do not rejoice in doing his will, neither
make their boast of his praise! O faith work-
ing by love, whither art thou fled? Surely
the Son of Man did once plant thee upon
earth. Where then art thou now? Among the
wealthy 2 No. The 4 deceitfulness. of rickes .
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there chokes the word, and it becometh un-
fruitful.” Among the poort No.  * The
cares of the world” are there, * so that it
bringeth forth no fruit, to perfection.” . How-
ever, there is nothing to prevent its growth
among . those who have neither paverty :nor
riches—Yes, the desire of other things. Aad,
experience shows, by a thousand ‘melancholy
examples, that the allowed desire of any thing,
great or small, otherwise than as a means to
the one thing needful, ‘will by degrees banjsh
the care of that out of the soul, and. unfit it for
every good word or work. -

Such is the trouble, not to desceM to partl-
culars which are endless, that wicked men con.
tinually occasion to the good. Such is. the
state of all good men while on earth ; but it is
not so. with their souls in Paradise. In the
moment wherein they are loosed from the body,
they know pain no more. Though. they are
not yet possessed of the fulness of joy, yet. all
grief is  done-away. ¢ For there the wicked
cease from troubling § and there the. weary be
abrest T Tt LA Lcaf TEG Saun
" a&oonﬂy,: F"I‘hmvthemryuenhest,”mhﬂ
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was the second thing to be considered, not only
from those evils which prudence might have
prevented or piety removed even in this life,
but from those which were inseparable there-
from, which were their unavoidable portion en
earth. They are now at rest, whom wicked
men would not suffer to rest before; for into
the seat of the spirits of just men none but the
spirits of the just can enter. They are at
length hid from the scourge of the tongue:
Their name is not here cast out as evil. Abra-
bam, Isaac, and Jacob, and the Prophets do
not revile or separate them from their coms
pany. They are no longer despightfully used
and persecuted ; neither do they groan under
the hand of the oppressor. No injustice, no
malice, no fraud is there; they are all « Israel-
ites indeed, in whom is no guile.” There are
no sinners against their own souls; therefore
there is no painful pity, no fear for them.
There are no blasphemers of God or. of his
word, no profaners of his name- or of. his ‘sab.
baths ; no denier ofithe Lord that:bought him,
none that tramples upon the blood of bis-ever-
Jasting . covenant 1 .sinv: & jword; vio warthiycar
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sensual, no devilish spirit ; none who do not
love the Lord their God with all their heart.

. 2. There, therefore, ¢ the weary are at rest”
from all the troubles which the wicked occa-
sioned ; and indeed, from all the other evils
which are necessary in this world, either as the
consequence of sin, or for the cure of it. - They
are at rest, in the first place, from bodily pain.
In order to judge of the greatness of this de-
liverance, let -but those who -have not felt it
take a view of one who lies on a sick or death-
bed. Is this he that was made a little lower
than the angels® How is the glory departed
from him! His eye is dim and heavy, his
cheek pale and wan, his tongue falters, -his
hand trembles, his breast heaves and pants, his
whole body is now distorted and writhed to
and fro, now moist and cold and motionless,
like the earth to which it is going. And yet all
this which you see is but the shadow of what
he feels. :You see not the pain that tears his
heart, that shoots through all his veins, and
chases the flying soul through every part of her
once-loved ‘habitation. Could we see this too,
fiow.earnestly shoald we.cry out, %O sin, what
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hast thou done? To what hast thou brought
the noblest part of the visible creation? Was
it for this' the good God made man? O no!
Neither will he suffer it long. Yet a little
while, and all the storms of life shall be over!
And thou shalt be gathered into the storehouse
of the dead! And there the weary are at rest.’.
3. They are at rest from all these infirmi-
 ties and follies, which they could not escape in
this life. They are no longer exposed to the
delusions of sense or the dreams of imagination,
They are not hindered from seeing the noblest
truths by inadvertence, nor do they ever lose
“the sight they have once gained by inattention.
They are not entangled with prejudice, nor ever
misled by hasty or partial views of the object.
And consequently, no error is there. O blessed
place, where truth alone can enter! Trith un-
mixed, . undisguised, enlightening every man
wha cometh into the world. Where there is
no difference of opinions, but all think alike, all
are of one heart and of one mind. Where that
offspring of hell, controversy, which turneth
this world upside . down, can never come.
Where those who have been sawn.asunder
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thereby, and often cried out in the bitterness
of their soul, Peace, peace, shall find what they
then sought in vain, even a peace which none
teketh from them. :
- 4. And yet all this, inconceivably great as it
is, is the least part of their deliverance. For in
the moment wherein they shake off the flesh,
they are delivered not only from the troubling
‘of the wicked, not only from pain and sickness,
from folly and infirmity, but also from sin. A
deliverance this, in sight of which all the rest
vanish away. This is the triamphal song which
cvery one heareth when he enteréth the gates
of Paradise, “ Thou being dead sinnest no
more: sin hath no more dominion over thee.
For in that thou diedst, thou diedst unto sm
once, but in that thou livest;, thou livest unto
GOd ”» ! . .
5. “ There” 'then “the weary be at rest."
The blood of the Lamb hath healed all their
sickness,  hath washed them throughly from
their wickedness, and cleansed them from' their
sin.” The disease of their nature is cured;
they are at length made whole; they are re.
stored ‘to perfect soundness, They: no: longer



‘SERMON' Xnf.. " 289
mourn the flesh lusting against the spirit; tbe
Jaw in their members is now at an end, and
no longer wars against the law of their :mind,
and brings them into captivity to the law of
sin. - There is no root of bitterness left, no re-
mains even -of that sin whieh did so easily beset
them = no forgetfulness of * Him in whom they
live, move, and- have their being:” no ingrati-
tude to their gracious Redeemer, who poured
out his soul unto the death for them: no un-
faithfulness to that blessed Spirit, who so long
bore: with their infirmities. In a word, no
pride, no self-will is there; so that they who
are thus delivered from the bondage of corrup-
tion may indeed say one to another, and that
in an emphatical sense, ¢ Beloved, now we are
the children of God; and it doth not yet ap-
pear what we shall be, but we shall be hke
Him ; for we shall see himn-as he is.”

- 6. Let us view a little more nearly the state
of a'Christian, ‘at his entrance into’the other
world. Suppose the silver cord of:life just
loosed, and the wheel btroken at the cistern ;
the heart .can now ‘beat no more;: the blood
eeases. to :move; the last breath flies off from

5
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the quivering lips, and the soul springs forth
into eternity. What are the thoughts of such
a soul, that has just subdued her last enemy,
Death ? that sees the body. of sin lying beneath
her, and is new born into the world of spirits?
How does she sing, O Death, where is thy
sting ? O Grave, where is thy victory ? Thanks
_ be unto God, who hath given me the victory,
through our Lord Jesus Christ:” O happy
day, wherein I begin to live! wherein I taste
my native freedom! when I was born of a
woman, I had but a short time to live, and
that time was full of misery; that corruptible
body pressed me down, and enslaved me to sin
and pain. But the snare is broken, and I
- am delivered. Henceforth I know them no
more. That head is no more an aching head;
‘those eyes shall no more run down with tears ;
that heart shall no more pant with anguish or
fear, or be weighed down with sorrow or care;
those limbs shall no more be racked with pain;
yea, Sin hath no more dominion over me.
At length I have parted from thee, O my enemy,
and I shall see thy face no more. I shall never
“more be unfaithful to my Lord, or offend the
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eyes of his glory! I am no longer that waver-
ing, fickle, self-inconsistent creature, sinning
and repenting, and sinning again. No : I shall
never cease, day or night, to love and praise
the Lord my God, with all my heart, and with
all my strength. But what are ye? Are all
these ministering Spirits sent forth to minister
unto one heir of salvationt Then, dust and
ashes, farewell:. I hear a voice from heaven,
saying, Come away, and rest from thy labours;
thy warfare is accomplished, thy sin is par-
doned, and the days of thy mourning are
ended.

7. Brethren, these truths need little appli-
" cation. Believe ye that these things are so?
What then hath each of you to do, but to lay
-aside every weight, and run with patience the
race set before him? to count all things else
but dung and dross; especially those grand
idols, learning and reputation, if they are pur-
sued in any other measure, or with any other
view, than as they conduce to the knowledge
and love of God : to have this one thing “ con-
-tinually in thine heart, when thou sittest in
R
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thine house, and when thou’ walkest by the
way, and when thou liest down, and when thou
risest up; to have thy loins ever girt, und thy
light burning; to serve the Lord thy God with
all thy might; if by any méans, when he re-
quireth thy soul of thee, perhaps, in an hour
when thou lookest not for him, thou mayest
enter where the wicked cease from troubling,
and where the weary be at rest.
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ON THE SIGHT OF A CORPSE.
By the Rev. Charles Wesley.

——

Am lovely appearance of Death!
No sight upon earth is so fair,
- Not all the gay pageants that breathe
Can with this dead body compare.
With solemn delight I survey
The corpse when the spirit is fled,
In love with the beautiful clay,
And longing to lie in its stead.

How blest is our brother bereft
Of all that could burden his mind!
How easy the soul that hath left
This wearisome body behind
Of evil incapable thou,
Whose relics with envy I see ;
No longer in misery now,
No longer a sinner like me.

This earth is affected no more,
With sickness, or shaken with pain;
The war in the members is o’er,
And never shall vex him again !
No anger henceforward, or shame,
Shall redden this innocent clay ;
Extinct is the animal flame,
And passion is vanish’d away.

1
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‘The languishing head is at rest,
It’s thinking and aching is o’er;
The quiet immoveable breast
Is heav’d by aflliction no more :
The heart is no longer the seat
Of trouble or torturing pain ;
It ceases to flutter and beat—
It never shall flutter again!

These lids he so seldom could close,
By sorrow forbidden to sleep,
Lock’d up in eternal repose,
Have strangely forgotten to weep! -
The fountains can yield no supplies,
These hollows from water are free,
The tears are all wip’d from these eyes
And evil they never shall see #

To mourn and to suffer is mine,

‘While bound in a prison I breathe,
And still for deliverance pine,

And press to the issues of death.
What now with my tears I bedew

O might I this moment become,
My spirit created anew,

My frame be consign’d to the tomb!

THE END,

.

C. Baldwin, Printer,
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