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PREFACE.

I nave had no private sources of information in
composing the present work. The materials are de-
rived chiefly from the following books :—

Life of the Rev. Joan WEesLey, A. M. including an Account
of the Great Revival of Religion in Europe and America,
of which he was the first and chief Instrament. By Dr.
Coke and Mr. Moore. 8vo. London, 1792,

Life of the Rev. Jonn Westey, M. A. collected from his
private Papers and printed Works, and written at the re-
quest of his Executors. To which is prefixed, some Ac-
count of his Ancestors and Relations ; with the Life of the
Rev. CuarLes WesLey, M. A. collected from his private
Journal, and never before published. The whole forming
a History of Methodism, in which the Principles and Eco-
nomy of Methodists are unfolded. Copied chiefly from a

-London edition published by Joun WaiTEnEAD; M. D. 2
vols, 8vo. Dublin, 1805.

Memoirs of the late Rev. Jonn WesLey, A. M. with a Re-
view of his Life and Writings ; and a History of Methodism.
from 1ts commencement in 1729, to the present time. By
Jonn HAMPSON, A. B. 3 vols. 12mo. Sunderland, 1791.

Original Letters, by the Rev. J onn Westey and his Friends.
illustrative of his early History, with other curious Papers.



vi PREFACE.

Communicated by the.late Rev. S. Badcock ; to which is
prefixed, an Address to the Methodists. By Josern
Priestiey, L. L. D. F.R.S. &c. Birmingham, 1791.
8vo. '

The Works of the Rev. Joun WesLEv. 16 vols. 8vo.
London, 1809.

Sermons by the late Rev. Cuarres WesLEy, A. M. Student
of Christ Church, Oxford. With a Memoir of the Author,
by the Editor. Crown 8vo. London, 1816.

Minutes of the Methodist Conference, from the First held in
Loadon by i%se laie Rev. John Wesley, A. M. in the year
1744. 3 vols. 8vo. London, 1812.

Arminian Magazine, (now called the Methodist Magazine)
from its commencement.’ '

A Chronological History of the People called Methodists, of
the Connexion of the late Rev. John Wesley, from their
Rise in the year 1729 to their last conference in the year
1802. By WiLLiam Myres. 12me. London, 1803.

A Portraiture of Methodism ; or, the History of the Wesleyan
Methodists, showing their Rise, Progress, and present
State ; Biographical Sketches of some of their most emi-
nent Ministers; the Doctrines the Methodists believe and
teach, fully and explicitly stated ; with the whole Plan of
their Discipline, including their Original Rules and Subse-

" quent Regulations, Also a Defence of Methodism. By
Jonataan CrowTtHER, who has been upwards of thirty
years a travelling Preacher among them. 8vo. London,
1815.

A Portraiture of Methodism : being an impartial View of the
Rise, Progress, Doctrines, Discipline, and Manners of the
Wesleyan Methodists. In a Series of Letters, addressed to
a Lady. By Joseru NienTiNeaLE. 8vo. London, 1807-
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Memoirs of the Life and Character of the late Rev. Georek
WaiterieLd, A. M. of Pembroke College, Oxford, and
Chaplainto the Right Hon. the Countess Dowager of Hunting-
don ; faithfully selected from his Original Papers, Journals,
and Letters; illustrated by a variety of interesting Anec-
dotes from the best authorities. By the late Rev. J. GiLLiEs,
D. D. Minister of the College Church of Glasgow. Se-
cond edition, with large additions and improvements. 8vo.
Lendon, 1813.

The Works of the Rev. Georee WarterieLp, M. A. &c.
Containing all his Sermons and Tracts which have been al-
ready published ; with a select Collection of Letters, writ-
ten to his most intimate Friends and Persons of Distinction
in England, Scotland, Ireland, and America, from the Year
1734 to 1770, including the whole Period of his Ministry.
Also, some other Pieces on impertant Subjects, never be-

fore printed, prepared by himself for the Press. 6 vols. 8vo.
London, 1771.

The Two First Parts of his Life, with his Journals. Revis-
ed, corrected, and abridged by Georee WHiTEFIELD, A.B.

Chaplain to the Right Hon. the Countess of Huntingdon.
12mo. London, 1756.

Memoirs of the Life and Character of the late Rev. Conne-
Livs WINTER ; compiled and composed by WiLLiam Jav.
12mo. London, 1809. (This volume contains a much
more interesting account of Whitefield than is to be found
in any Life of him that has yet been published.

The Ancient and Modern Histery of the Brethren, or a Suc-
cinct Narrative of the Protestant Church of the United
Brethren, or Unitas Fratrum, in the remoter Ages, and par-
ticularly in the present Century.  Written in German, by
Davip Craxz, Author of the History of Greenland ; now
translated inte English, with Emendations, and: published

with some additional Notes, by Bensaxiy LaTrope. 8vo.
London, 178Q.

x
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viii PREFACE.

A candid Narrative of the Rise and Progress of the Herrn-
huters, commonly called Moravians, or Unitas Fratrum,.
with a short Account of their Doctrines, drawn from their
own Writings. To which are added, Observations on their
Politics in General, and particularly on their Conduct whilst
in the County of Biidingen, in the Circle of the Upper
Rhine in Germany. By Henry Rimius, Aulic Counsellor
to his late Majesty the King of Prussia, and Author of the
Memoirs of the House of Brunswick. The Second Edi-
tion, in which the Latin Appendix in the first edition is ren-
dered into English. 8vo. London, 1753,

A True and Authentic Account of Andrew Frey : containing
the Occasion of his coming among the Herrnhuters or Mo-
ravians; his Observations on their Conferences, Casting
Lots, Marriages, Festivals, Merriments, Celebrations of
Birth Days, Impious Doctrines and Fantastical Practices,
Abuse of Charitable Contributions, Linen Images, Ostenta-
tious Profuseness and Rancour against any who in. the least
differ from them ; and the Reasons for which he left them;
together with the Motive for Publishing this Account.
Faithfully translated from the German. 8vo. London,
1753.

A Solemn Call on Count Zinzendorf, the Author and Advo-
cate of the Sect of Herrnhuters, commonly called Moravi-
ans, to answer all and every Charge brought against them
in the Candid Narrative, &c. ; with some further Observa-
tions on the Spirit of that Sect. By Hewry Rimivs. 8vo.
London, 1754,

The Moravians Compared and Detected. By the Author of
the Enthusiasm of the Methodists and Papists compared.
8vo. London, 1755.

An Extract from the Journal of Mr. Joun Nersow, Preacher
of the Gospel. Containing an Account of God’s dealings
with him from his Youth to the 42d Yearof his Age. Writ-
ten by himself. 24mo. London, 1813.
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The Life and Death of Mr Tuonas Warsu, Minister of the
Gospel ; composed in great part from his own Accounts.
By Jauzs Moxew, 12mo. London, 1811.

The Life and Writings of the late Rev. WiLLia¥ GriMsuaw,
A.B: Minister of Haworth, in the West Riding of the Coun-
ty of York. By WiLLiaw Myres. 12mo. 1813,

‘The Life of the Rev. TromMas Cokg, L. L. D. : including in
detail, his various Travels and extraordinary Missionary
Exertions in England, Ireland, America, and the West In-
dies ; with an Account of his Death, on the 3d of May, 1814,

- while on a Missionary Voyage to the Island of Ceylon, in
the East Indies ; interspersed with numerous Reflections,
and concluding with an abstract of his Writings and Cha-
racter. By Samuer Drew, of St. Austell, Cornwall. .8vo.

London, 1817.

Extracts of the Journals of the Rev. Dr. Coxr’s Flve Visits
to America. 12mo. 1793.

A History of the West.Indies ; containing the Natural, Civil,
and Ecclesiastical History of each Island : with an Account
of the Missions instituted in those Islands, from the com-

. mencement of their Civilization : but more especially of the
Missions which have been established in .that Archipelago,
by the Society late in Connexion with the Rev. John Wes-
ley. By Tnomas Coke, L. L. D. of the University of Ox-
ford. 8vo. 3 vols. - Vol. 1. Liverpool, 1808 ; Vol. 2. Lon-
don, 1810; Vol. 3. London, 1811.

The Expenence and Gospel Labours of the Rev. Bensamiy -
Aggorrt; to which is annexed, a Narrative of his Life and
Death ; also, Extracis from the Journal of the Rev. John
Wesley. By Joun Frirta. 12mo. Philadelphia. Li-
verpool (reprinted,) 1809.

The Life of the Rev. Joun WiLLiaM DE 1A FLECHERE, com-
piled from the Narrative of the Rev. Mr. Wesley ; the Bio-
VOL. L 2 -
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- graphical Notes of the Rev. Mr. Gilpin; from his own
Letters; and other Authentic Documents. By Joserw
Benson. 8vo. London, 1817.- :

The Worké of the Rey. Jonn FLETCI!ER. In 10 vols. 8vo.
- London, 1815.

The Works of Avcustus TorLapy, A. B, late Vicar of Broad
Hembury, Devon. In6 vols. 8vo. London, 1794.

The Enthusiasm of Methodlsts and Papists ‘compared. In
Three Parts. 2 vols. 12mo, London, 1754.

The Doctrine of Grace ; or, the Office and Operations of the
Holy Spirit vindicated from the Insults of Infidelity and the
Abuses of Fanaticism ; with some Thoughts (humbly offer-
ed to the Consideration of the Established Clergy) regard-
ing the right method of defending Religion against the at-
tacks of either party. In Three Books. In the Fourth
Volume of Bishop Warburton’s Works,

Various Volumes of the Gospel Magazine.

I am not conscous of having left any thing undone
for rendering the present work as little incomplete
as it was in my power to make it; and I have repre-
sented facts as I found them, with scrupulous fidelity,
peither extenuating nor exaggerating any thing. Of
the opinions of the writer, the reader will judge ac-
cording to his own ; but whatever his judgment may
be upon that point, he will acknowledge that, in a
book of this kind, the opinions of an author are of less
consequence than his industry, his accuracy, and his
‘sense of duty. ,
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THBE

LITE OF WRILBY.

Tm: sect, or Society, as they would call themselves,
of Methodists, has existed for the greater part of &
century ; they have their. seminaries and their hie-
rarchy, their own regulations, their own manners,
their own literature : in England they form a distinct
people, an tmpertum in imperio : they are extending
widely in America; and in both countries they num-
ber their annual increase by thousands. The histo-
ry of their founder is little known in his native land
beyond the limits of those who are termed the reli-
gious public; and on the continent it is scarcely
known at all. In some of his biographers the heart
has been wanting to understand his worth, or the
will to do it justice ; others have not possessed free-
dom or strength of intellect to perceive wherein he
was erroneous.

It has been remarked with much complacency, by
the Jesuits, that in the year of Luther’s birth Loyola
was born also : Providence, they say, having wisely
appointed, that when so large a portion of Christen-
dom was to be separated from the Catholic Church
by means of the great German heresiarch, the great
Spanish saint should establish an order by which the
Catholic faith would be strenuously supported in
Europe, and disseminated widely in the other parts

VOL. I 5
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of the world. Voltaire and Wesley were not indeed
- in like manner, children of the same year, but they
were contemporaries through a longer course of
time ; and the influences which they exercised upon
their age and upon posterity, have been not less re-
markably opposed. While the one was scattering,
with pestilent activity, the seeds of immorality and
unbelief, the other, with equally unweariable zeal,
laboured in the cause of religious enthusiasm.: The
works of Voltaire have found their way wherever
the French language is read; the disciples of Wes-
ley wherever the English is spoken. The principles
of the arch-infidel were more rapid in their operation;
he who aimed at no such evil as that which he con-
tributed so greatly tobring about,was himselfstartled
at their progress: in his latter days he trembled at
the consequences which he then foresaw; and in-
deed his remains had scarcely mouldered in the
grave, before those consequences brought down the
whole fabric of government in France, overturned
her altars, subverted her throne, carried guilt, de-
vastation, and misery into every part of his own coun-
try, and shook the rest of Europe like an Earthquake.
Wesley’s doctrines, meantime, were slowly and gra-
dually winning their way ; but they advanced every
succeeding year with accelerated force, and their ef-
fect must ultimately be more extensive, more power-
ful, and more permanent, for he has set mightier prin-
- ciples at work. Let it not, however, be supposed
that 1 would represent these eminent men, like agents
of the good am; evil principles,in all things contrast-
ed: the one was not all darkness, neither was the
other all light.

The history of men who have been prime agents
in those great moral and intellectual revolutions,
which from time to time take place among mankind,
is not léss important than that of statesmen and con-

uerors. If 1t has not to treat of actions wherewith
the world has rung from side to side, it appeals to the
higher part of our nature, and 1may perhaps excite
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more salutary feelings, a worthier interest, and wiser
meditations. The Emperor Charles V., and his ri-
val of France, appear at this day infinitely insignifi-
cant, if we compare them with Luther and Loyola;
and there may come a time when the name of Wesley
will be more generally known, and in remoter re-
gions of the globe, than that of Frederick or of Cath-
arine. For the works of such men survive them, and
continue to operate, when nothing remains of world-
ly ambition but the memory of its vanity and its guilt.



CHAPTER 1.

FAMILY OF THE WESLEYS.—WESLEY'S CHILDHOOD AND
"EDUCATION.

Tue founder of the Methodists was emphatically
of a good family, in the sense wherein he himself
would have used the term. Bartholomew Wesley,
his great-grandfather, studied physic* as well as di-
vinity at the university, a practice not unusual at that
time: he was ejected, by the act of uniformity, from
the living of Allington, in Dorsetshire ; and the medi-
cal knowledge which he had acquired from motives
of charity, became then the means of his support.
John, his son was educated at New-Inn Hall, Oxford,
in the time of the Commonwealth; he was distin-
guished not only for his piety and diligence, but for
his progress in the oriental tongues, by which he at-
tracted the particular notice and esteem of the then
vice-chancellor, John Owen, a man whom the Cal-
vinistic dissenters still regard as the greatestt of their

* ¢«Let me,” says the humble moderator, (Bishop Croft)
“speak a word to those of the inferior clergy who take upon
them to study and practise physic for hire : this must needs be
sinful, as taking them off from their spiritual employment. Had
they studied physic before they entered holy orders, and would
after make use of their skill among their poor neighbours out of
charity, they were commendable : but being entered on a spiritu-
al and pastoral charge, which requires the whole man, and more,
to spend their time in this, or any other study not spiritual, is con-
trary to their vocation, and consequently sinful ; and to do it for
gain is sordid, and unworthy their high and holy calling. But
necessitas cogit ad turpia : the maintenance of many ministers is
so gmall, as it forces them even for food and raiment, to seek it
by other employment, which may in some measure excuse them,
but mightily condemns those who should provide better for them.”

t ¢ The name of Owen,” say Messrs. Bogue and Bennet, the
joint historians of the Dissenters, ¢ has been raised to imperial
digpity in the theological world by Dr. John Owen.”—* A young
minister,” they say, * who wishes to attain eminence in his profes-
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divines. If the government had continuedin the
Cromwell family, this patronage would have raised
him to distinction. He obtained the living of Bland-
ford in his own county, and was ejected from it for
non-conformity ; being thus adrift, he thought of emi-
grating to Maryland, or to Surinam, where the Eng-
hish were then intending to settle a colony, but re-
flection and advice determined him to take his lot in
his native land. There, by continuing to preach, he
became obnoxious to the laws, and was four times
imprisoned : his spirits were broken by the loss of
those whom he loved best, and by the evil days; he
died at the early age of three or four and thirty; and
such was the spirit of the times, that the Vicar of
Preston, in which village he died, would not allow
his body to be buried in the church. Bartholomew
was. then living, but the loss of this, his only son,
brought his gray hairs with sorrow to the grave.
This John Wesley married a woman of good stock,
the niece of Thomas Fuller, the church historian, a
man not more remarkable for wit and quaintness, than
for the felicity with which he clothed fine thoughts
in beautiful language. He left two sons, of whom
Samuel, the younger, was only eight or nine years
old at the time of his father’s death. The circum-
stances of the father’s life and sufferings, which have
given him a place among the confessors of the non-
conformists, were likely to influence the opinions of
the son; but happening to fall in with bigotted and
ferocious men, he saw the worst part of the dissenting
character. Their defence of the execution of King

sion, if he has not the works of John Howe, and can procure them
in no other way, should sell his coat and buy them ; and if that will
not suffice, let him sell his bed too and lie on the floor ; and if he
spend his days in reading them, he will not complain that he lies
hard at night.”’—Bat ¢ if the th ical student should part with
his coat or his bed, to procure the works of Howe, he that would
not sell his shirt to procure those of John Owen, and especially
his Exposition, of which every sentence is precious, shows too
much regard for his body, and too little for his immortal mind.”

" History of the Dissenters, vol. ii. pp. 223. 236.
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Charles offended him, and he was-at once shocked
and disgusted by their* calf’s head club; so much
so, that he separated from them, and, because of their
intolerance, joined the church which had persecuted
?is father. This con:lluct, which was the result of
celing, was approved by his ripe judgment, and
Samugl WesleP continueﬁ through i‘ife g:] zealous
churchman. The feeling which urged him to this
step must have been very powerful, and: no common
spirit was required to bear him through the difficul-
ties which he brought upon himself; for, by with-
drawing from the academy at which he had been
placed, he so far offended his friends, that they lent
him no further support, and in the latter years of
Charles II. there was little disposition to encourage
proselytes who joined a church which the reigning
family was labouring to subvert. But Samuel %{.’es-
ley was made of good mould; he knew and could de-
pend upon himself; he walked to Oxford, entered
. himself at Exeter College as a poor scholart, and be-

# So Samuel Wesley the son states, in a note to his elegy upon
his father. According to him, if his words are to be literally un-
“derstood, the separation took place when Mr. Wesley was but a
boy. There is, however, reason for supposing that he was of age
at the time, as will be shown in the note next ensuing.

{ In Dr. Whitehead’s lives of the Wesleys, and in the ‘life
which is prefixed to the collected edition of Mr. Wesley’s works,
it is said that Wesley the father was about sixteen when he enter-
ed himself at Exefer College. Butas he was born about the
year 1662, or perhaps a little earlier,” he must have been not
jess than two-and-twenty at that time, as the following extracts
from the registers of Exeter College will prove :

Deposit of caution money. Return of caution money.
Sept. 26. i Dec. 22. .

1684. Mro. Hutchins pro | 1686. Samueli Westley pro
Samuele Westley, paup. ; seipso, £3.
schol. de Dorchester, £3.

: Ric. Hutchins.
Ric. Hutchins. - Samuel Westley.
Guil. Crabb.
Feb. 9.

1686. Mro. Paynter pro Sam. Jau. 10. .
Westley, p. schol. olim 1687. Mihi ipsi pro impensis.
admisso, 5 . Coll. debitis ad fest.

Nat. 87. £3.

Guil. Paynter.- .
Ric. Hutchins. Jo. Harris.
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gan his studies there withno larger a fund than two
pounds sixteen shillings, and no prospect of any fu-
ture supply. From that time, till he graduated, a
single crown was all the assistance he received from
his friends. He composed exercises for those who
had more money than learning ; and he gave instruc-
tion to those who wished to profit by his lessons; and
thus by great industry, and great frugality, he not
only supported himself but had accumulated the sum
of ten pounds fifteen shillings, when he went to Lon-
don to be ordained. Having served a curacy there
one year, and as chaplain during another on board a
king’s ship, he settled upon a curacy in the metropo-
lis, and married Susannah, daughter of Dr. Annesley,
one of the ejected ministers.

- No man was ever more suitably mated than the
elder Wesley. The wife whom he chose, was, like
himself, the child of a maneminent among the non-
conformists, and, like himself; in early youth she had

To these extracts, for which I am obliged to a fellow of Exeter
College, through the means of a common friend, these explanato-
ry observations are annexed. ¢ Inthe entries of deposits the
name first signed is that of the bursar, as R. Hutchins, G. Paynter:
the name which follows is that of the depositor sometimes, but
more usually that of his tutor or friend. Crabb was dean of the
college when Westley entered. v

¢« The Pauper Scholaris was the lowest of the four conditions of
members not on the foundation, as the annexed table, copied from
one prefixed to the caution book, shows :

Summa 1. Commensalium™ 1. Sociorum . . . . £6.
tradenda admissorum ad )
Bursario pro mensam 2. Propriam . . . . £5.
ratione
diversarum :
conditionum | 2. Battallariorium . . . . . . o
scire. 3. Pauperum Scholarium . . . . . . . £3.

I understand that some of these poor scholars were servitors,
but not all.

¢¢ There seems reason to suspect that Dec. 22, 1686, in the first
entry of return, should be 1685 ; for otherwise Samuel Westley
‘will appear to have had two cautions sn at once ; and from the state
of his finances this is peculiarly improbable.”

The name is spelled Westley with a ¢, in these entries, and in
his own signature.



/ which she was reclaimed by her husband. She was
an admirable woman, of highly improved mind, and

‘wife, an exemplary mother, a fervent Christian, _Th
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chosen her own path; she had examined the* con-
troversy between the Dissenters and the Church of
England with conscientious diligence, and satisfied
herself that the schismatics were in the wrong. . The
dispute, it must be remembered, related wholly to
discipline ; -but her inquiries had not stopt there,
and she had reasoned herself into Socinianism, from

of a strong and masculine understanding, an obedient

marriage was blest in all its circumstances : it was
contracted in the prime of their youth: it was fruit-

- ful; and death did not divide them till they were

both full of days. They had no less than nineteen
children; but only three sons and three daughters
seem to have grown up; and it is probably to the
loss of the others that the father refers in one of his
letters, where he says, that he had suffered things
more grievous than death. The manner in which

these children were taught to read is remarkable:

* ¢« There is nothing I now desire to live for (says Mrs. Wes-
ley in a letter to her son Samuel, dated Oct. 11, 1709,) but to do
some small service to my children ; that, as I have brought them
into the world, I may, if it please God, be an instrument of doing
good to their souls. Ihad been several years collecting from my
little reading, but chiefly from my own observation and experi-
ence, some things which I hoped might be useful to you all. 1
had begun to correct and form all into a little manual, wherein I
designed you should have seen what were the particular reasons
which prevailed on me to believe the being of a God, and the
grounds of natural religion, together with the motives that in-
duced me to embrace the faith of Jesus Christ ; under which was
comprehended my own private reasons for the truth of revealed
religion ; and because I was educated among the Dissenters, and
there was something remarkable in my leaving them at so early
an age, not being full thirteen, I had drawn up an account of the
whole transaction, under which I had included the main of the
controversy between them and the established church, as far as
it had come to my knowledge, and then followed the reasons
which had determined my judgment to the preference of the
Church of England. 1 had farly transcribed a great part of it,
but before I could finish my design, the flames ¢onsumed both
this and all my other writings.”
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years old, and then she made them learn the alpha-
bet perfectly in one day: on the next they were put
to spell and to read one line, and then a verse, never
leaving it till they were perfect in the lesson.

"Mr. Wesley soon attracted notice by his ability
and his erudition. Talents found their way into
public less readily in that age than in the present;
and therefore, when they appeared, they obtained
attention the sooner. He was thought capable of
forwarding the plans of James II. with regard to
religion; and preferment was promised him if he
would preach in behalf of the king’s measures. But
instead of reading the king’s declaration as he was
required, and although surrounded with courtiers,
soldiers, and informers, he preached boldly against
the designs of the court, taking for his text the pointed
language of the prophet Daniel, « If it be so0, our God
whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burn-
ing fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thy
hand, O king! But if not, be it known unto thee,
O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship
the golden image which thou hast set up.” When
the Revolution was effected, Mr. Wesley was the
first who wrote in its defence: he dedicated the
work to Queen Mary, and was rewarded for it with
the living of Epworth, in Lincolnshire. It is said
that if the queen had lived longer he would have
obtained more preferment. His wife differed from
him in opinion concerning the Revolution, but as she -
understood the duty and the wisdom of obedience,
" she did not express her dissent ; and he discovered

it a year only before King William died, by observing
that she did not say Amen to the prayers for him.
Instead of imitating her forbearance, he questioned
her upon the subject, and when she told him she did.
not believe the Prince of Orange was king, he vowed
never again to cohabit with her till she did. In pur-
suance of this unwarrantable vow he immediately
took horse and rode away ; nor did she hear of him
again, till the death of the king, about twelve months
ver. 6

Ahe mother never began with them till they were five
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afterwards, released him from his rash and criminal
engagement. John was their first child after this
separation.

In the reign of Queen Anne Mr. Wesley’s pros-
pects appeared to brighten. A poem which he
published upon the battle of Blenheim pleased the
duke of Marlborough, and the author was rewarded
with the chaplainship of a regiment. A further
and better reward was held out to his expectations;
and he was invited to London by a nobleman who
promised to procure him a prebend. This the Dis-
senters, with whom he was engaged in controversy,
were at that time powerful enough to prevent. No
enmity is so envenomed as that of religious faction.
The Dissenters hated Mr. Wesley cordially, because
they looked upon him as one who, having been born
‘in their service, had cast off his allegiance. They
intercepted his preferment: « they worked him out
of his chaplainship, and brought several other very
severe sufferings upon him and his family.” During
the subsequent reign, the small living of Wroote was
given him, in the same county with Epworth.

John, his second son, the founder of the Methodists,
was born at Epworth on the 17th of June, 1703.
Epworth is a market-town in the Lindsay division of
Lincolushire, irregularly built, and containing at that
time in its parish about two thousand persons. ' The
inhabitants are chiefly employed in - the culture and
preparation of hemp and flax, in spinning these arti-
cles, and in the manufactory of sacking and bagging.
Mr. Wesley found his parishioners in a profligate
- state; and the zeal with which he discharged his
duty in admonishing them of their sins, excited a
spirit-of diabolical hatred in those whom it failed to
reclaim. Some of these wretches twice attempted
to set his house on fire, without success: they suc-
ceeded in a third attempt. At midnight some pieces
of burning wood fell lgom the roof upon the bed in
which one of the children lay, and burnt her feet.
Before she could give the al{u’m, Mr. Wesley was
" roused by a cry of fire from the street: little ima-
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gining that it was in his own house, he opened the
door, and found it full of smoke, and that the roof
was already burnt through. His wife being ill at
the time, slept apart from him, and in a separate
room. Bidding her and the two eldest girls rise
and shift for their lives, he burst open the nursery
door, where the maid was sleeping with five children.
She snatched up the youngest, and bade the others
follow her; the three elder did so, but John, who
was then six years old, was not awakened by all
this, and in the alarm and confusion he was forgotten.
By the time they reached the hall, the flames had
spread every where around them, and Mr. Wesley
then found that the keys of the house-door were
above stairs. He ran and recovered them, a minute
before the stair-case took fire. When the door was
_opened, a strong north-east wind drove in the flames
with such violence from the side of the house, that it
was impossible to stand against them. Some of the
children got through the windows, and others through
a little door into the garden. Mrs. Wesley could not -
reach the garden door, and was not in a condition
to climb to the windows: after three times attempt-
"ing to face the flames, and shrinking as often from
their force, she besought Christ to preserve her, if
it was his will, from that dreadful death: she then,
to use her own expression, waded through the fire,
and escaped into the street naked as she was, with
some slight scorchinf of the hands and face. At
this time John, who had not been remembered till
that moment, was heard crying in the nursery. The
father ran to the stairs, but they were so nearly con-
sumed, that they could not bear his weight, and
being utterly in despair, he fell upon his knees in
the hall, and in agony commended the soul of the
child to God. John had been awakened by the
- light, and thinking it was day, called to the maid to
take him up; but as no one answered, he opened
the curtains, and saw streaks of fire upon the top of
the room. - He ran to the door, and finding it impos-
sible to escape that way, climbed upon a chest which
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stood near the window, and he was then seen from
the yard. There was no time for procuring a ladder,
but it was happily a low house : one man was hoist-
ed upon the shoulders of another, and could then
reach the window, so as to take him out: a moment
later and it would have been too late: the whole
roof fell in, and had it not fallen inward, they must
all have been crushed together. When the child
‘was carried out to the house where his parents were,
the father cried out, « Come, neighbours, let us
kneel down: let us give thanks to God ! he has given
me all my eight children : let the house go, I amrich
enough.” John Wesley remembered this providen-
tial deliverance through life with the deepest grati-
tude. In reference to it he had a house in flames
engraved as an emblem under one of his portraits,
with these words for the motto, ¢ Is not this a brand
plucked out of the burning ?”

The third son, Charles, the zealous and able asso-
ciate of his brother in his future labours, was at this
time scarcely two months old. The circumstances
of his birth are remarkable. -His mother was deli-
vered of him before the due time, and the child ap-
peared dead rather than alive, neither crying nor
opening its eyes : in this state it was kept, wrapt up
in soft wool, till the time when he should have been
born according to the usual course of nature, and-
then, it is said, he opened his eyes and made him-
self heard. :

Mr. Wesley usually attended the sittings of con-
vocation: such attendance, according to his princi-
ples, was a part of his duty, and he performed it at
an expense of money which he could ill spare from
the necessities of so large a family, and at a cost of
time which was injurious to his parish. During
these absences, as there was no afternoon service at
Epworth, Mrs. Wesley prayed with her own family
on Sunday evenings, read a sermon, and engaged
afterwards in religious conversation. Some of the
parishioners who came in accidentally were not ex-
cluded ; and she did not think it proper that theéir
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presence should interrupt the duty of the hour. In-
duced by the report which these persons made,
others requested permission to atlend; and in this
manner from thirty to forty persons usually assem-
bled. After this had continued some time, she hap-
pened to find an account of the Danish missionaries
in her husband’s study, and was much impressed by
the perusal. The book strengthened her desire of
doing good : she chose « the best and most awaken-
ing sermons,” and spake with more freedom, more
warmth, more affection to the neighbours who at-
tended at her evening prayers; their numbers in-
creased in consequence, for she did not think it right
to deny any who asked admittance. More persons
came at length than the apartment could hold ; and
the thing was represented to her husband in such a -
manner that he wrote to her, objecting to her con-
duct, because, he said, « it looked particular,” be-
cause of her sex, and because he was at that time in
a public station and character, which rendered it the
more necessary that she should do nothing to attract
censure ; and he recommended that some other per-
son should read for her. She began her reply by
heartily thanking him for dealing so plainly and faith-
fully with her in a matter of no common concern.
“ As to its looking particular,” she said, « I grant it
does; and so does almost every thing that is serious,
or that may any way advance the glory of God, or
the salvation of souls, if it be per%'ormed out of a
pulpit or in the way of common conversation; be-
cause in our corrupt age the utmost care and dili-
gence has been used to banish all discourse of God,
or spiritual concerns, out of society, as if religion
were never to appear out of the closet, and we were
to be ashamed of nothing so much as of confessing
ourselves to be Christians.” To the objection on
account of her sex she answered, that as she was a
~ woman, so was she also mistress of a large family ;
~ and though the superior charge lay upon him as
their head and minister, yet in his absence she could
not but look upon every soul which he had left under
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her care, as a talent committed to her under a trust
by the great Lord of all the families of heaven and
earth. «If)” she added, 1 am unfaithful to Him or
to you, in neglecting to improve these talents, how
shall I answer unto Him, when he shall command me
to render an account of my stewardship ?” The ob-
jections which arose from his own station and charac-
ter she left entirely to his own judgment. Why any
person should reflect upon him, because his wife en-
deavoured to draw people to church, and restrain
them, by reading and other persuasions, from pro-
faning the sabbath, she could not conceive; and if
any were mad enough to do so, she hoped he would
not regardit. « For my own part,” she says, «I value
no censure on this account: I have long since shook
hands with the world; and I heartily wish I had ne-
ver given them more reason to speak against me.”
As to the proposal of letting some other person read
for her, she thought her husband had not considered
what a people they were; not a man among them
could read a sermon without spelling a good part of
it, and how would that edify the rest? And none of
her own family had voices strong enough to be heard
by so many.

. While Mrs. Wesley thus vindicated herself in a
manner which she. thought must prove convincing to
her husband, as well as to her own calm judgment,
the curate of Epworth (a man who seems to have
been entitled to very little respect) wrote to Mr..
Wesley in a very different strain, complaining that
a conventicle was held in his house. The name was
well chosen to alarm so high a churchman; and his
second letter declared a decided disapprobation of
these meetings, to which he had made no serious ob-
jections before. She did not reply to this till some
days had elapsed, for she deemed it necessary that
both should take some time to consider before her
husband finally determined in a matter which she
felt to be of great importance. She expressed her
astonishment that any effect upon his opinions, much
more any change in them, should be produced by
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the senseless clamour of two or three of the worst
_in his parish; and she represented to him the good
which had been done by inducing a much more fre-
quent and regular attendance at church, and reform-
* ing the general habits of the people ; and the evil
which would result from discontinuing such meet-
ings, especially by the prejudices which it would ex-
cite against the curate, in those persons who were
sensible that they derived benefit from the religious
opportunities, which would thus be taken away .
through his interference. After stating these things
clearly and judiciously, she concluded thus, in refe-
rence to her own duty as a wife: «If you do, after
all, think fit to dissolve this assembly, do not tell me
that you desire me to do it, for that will not satisfy
my conscience; but send me your positive command,
in such full and express terms as may absolve me
from guilt and punishment for neglecting this oppor-
tunity of doing good, when you and I shall appear
before the great and awful tribunal of our Lord Je-
sus Christ.” '

Mr. Wesley made no further objections; and tho-
roughly respecting, as he did, the principles and the
understanding of his wife, he was perhaps ashamed
that the representations of meaner minds should
have prejudiced him against her conduct. Johnand
Charles were at this time under their mother’s care:
she devoted such a proportion of time as she could
afford to discourse with each child by itself on one
night of the week, upon the duties and the hopes of
Christianity : and it may well be believed that these
circumstances of their childhood had no inconside-
rable influence upon their proceedings when they
became the founders and directors of a new commu-
nity of Christians. John’s providential deliverance
from the fire had profoundly impressed his mother,
as it did himself, throughout the whole of his after
life. Among the private meditations which were
found among her papers, was one written out long
after that event, in which she expressed in prayer
her intention to be more particularly careful of the
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soul of this child, which God had so mercifully pro«
vided for, that she might instil into him the princi-
ples of true religion and virtue ;—¢ Lord,” she said,
“give me grace to do it sincerely and prudently, and
bless my attempts with good success.” The pecu-
liar care which was thus taken of his religious edu-
cation, the habitual and fervent piety of both his pa-
rents, and his own surprising preservation, at an age
when he was perfectly capable of remembering all
the circumstances, combined to foster in the child
that disposition, which afterwards developed itself
with such force, and produced such important ef-
fects.

Talents of no ordinary kind, as well as a devotional
temper, were hereditary in this remarkable family.
Samuel, the elder brother, who was eleven years
older than John, could not speak at all till he was
more than four years old, and consequently was
thought to be deficient in his faculties: but it seems

“as if the child had been laying up stores in secret till
that time, for one day when some question was pro-
osed to another person concerning him, he answer-
ed it himself in a manner which astonished all who:
heard him, and from that hour he continued to speak
without difficulty. He distinguished himself first at
Westminster, and afterwards at Christ Church, Ox-
ford, by his classical attainments.” From Christ
Church he returned to Westminster as an usher, and -
then took orders, under the patronage of Atterbury.
But he regarded Atterbury more as a friend than a
patron, and holding the same * political opinions, he

* The sons appear to have imbibed their mother’s political
-opinions. Samuel was one of those wits who did themselves no
honour, and their country no service, by assailing Sir Robert
Walpole’s administration, There is a passage in one of Charles
Wesley’s letters which shows that John was of the same political
school. Writing to Samuel from Oxford in the year 1734, he
says, ¢ My brother has been much mauled, and threatened more,
for his Jacobite sermon on the 11th June. But he was wise
enough to get the vice-chancellor to read and approve it before
he preached it, and may therefore bid Wadham, Merton, Exeter,

and Christ Church do their worst.” Wesley has asserted, and
his biographers have repeated it after him, that Dr. Sacheverel’s
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attracted the resentment of the ministers, by assail-
ing them with epigrams and satires. On this ac-
count, when the situation of under-master became

vacant, and he was proposed as a man eminently

qualified to fill it, by experience, ability, and charac-
ter, the appointment was refused, upon the irrele-
vant objection that he was a married man.  Charles
was placed under him at Westminster, and going
through the college in like manner, was also elected
to Christ Church. John was educated at the Char-
ter-house. :

While John was at school, certain disturbances
occurred in his father’s house, so unaccountable that
every person by whom they were witnessed believed
them to be supernatural. At the latter end of the
year 1715, the maid-servant was terrified by hearing
at the-dining-room door several dismal groans, as of
a person at the point of death. The family gave lit-
tle heed to her story, and endeavoured to laugh her
out of her fears; but a few nights afterward they be-
gan to hear strange knockings, usually three or four
at a time, in different parts of the house : every per-
son heard these noises except Mr. Wesley himself,
and as, according to vulgar opinion, such sounds
were not audible by the individual to whom they fore-
boded evil, they refrained from telling him, lest he
should suppose that it betokened his own death, as
they indeed all apprehended. At length, however,
the disturbance became so great and so frequent,
that few or none of the family durst be alone, and
Mrs. Wesley thought it better to inform her husband ;
for it was not possible that the matter could long be
concealed from him; and moreover, as she says, she
was minded he should speak toit. The noises were
now various as well as strange, loud rumblings above
stairs or below, a clatter among a number of bottles,

defence was composed by his father. It has been usually as-

cribed to Atterbury, and very possibly he may have employed

his young friend in the task,—a task by no means consonant with

the father’s principles.
YOL. I

7
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as if they had all at once been dashed to pieces, foot-
steps as of a man going up and down stairs at all
hours of the night, sounds like that of dancing in an
‘empty room, the door of which was locked, gobbling
like a turkey cock, but most frequently a knocking
about the beds at night, and in different parts of the
house. Mrs. Wesley would at first have persuaded
the children and servants that it was occasioned by
rats within doors, and mischievous persons without,.
and her husband had recourse to the same ready
solution; or some of his daughters, he supposed,
sate up late and made a noise ; and a hint that their
lovers might have something to do with the mystery,
made the young ladies heartily hope he might soon
be convinced that there was more in the matter than
“he was disposed to believe. In this they were not
disappointed, for on the next night, a little after mid-
night, he was awakened by nine loud and distinct
knocks, which seemed to be in the next room, with a
pause at every third stroke. He rose and went to ,
see if he could discover the cause, but could. per-
ceive nothing; still he thought it might be some per-
son out of doors, and relied upon a stout mastiff to rid
them ofthis nuisance. But the dog, which upon the
first disturbance had barked violently, was ever af-'

- terwards cowed by it, and seeming more terrified
than any of the children, came whining himself to his
master and mistress, as if to seek protection in a hu-
man presence. And when the man-servant, Robin
Brown, took the mastiff at night into his room, to be
at once a guard and companton, as soon as the latch
began to jar as usual, the dog crept into bed, and-

~ barked and howled so as to alarm the house, . ..
_The fears of the family for Mr. Wesley’s life being
removed as soon as he had heard the mysterious
noises, they began to apprehend that one ofthesons
had met with a violent death,and more particularly. - .
Samuel the eldest. The father, therefore, one night
»after several deep groans had been heard, adjured
~ # to speak if it had power, and tell him why it trou- .
* bled the house; and upon this three distinct knocl-:



FAMILY OF THE WESLEYS. 51

ings were made. He then questioned it if it were
Samuel his son, bidding it, if it were, and could not
speak, to knock again; but to their great comfort
there was no further knocking that night; and when
they heard that Samuel and the two boys were safe
and well, the visitations of the goblin became rather
a matter of curiosity and amusement than of alarm.
Emilia gave it the name of old Jeffery, and by this
name he was now known as a harmless, though by no
means an agreeable inmate of the parsonage. Jeffe-
ry was not a malicious goblin, but he was easily of<
fended. Before Mrs. Wesley was satisfied that there
was sowething supernatural in the noises, she recol-
lected that one of her neighbours had frightened the
“rats from his dwelling by blowing a horn there; the
horn, therefore, was borrowed, and blown stoutly
about the house for half a day, greatly against the
- judgment of one of the sisters, who maintained that if
it was any thing supernatural it would certainly be
* very angry and more troublesome. Her opinion was
verified by the event; Jeffery had never till then be-
gun his ogerations during the day; from that time
he came by day as well as by night, and was louder
~ than before. And he never entered Mr. Wesley’s stu-
dy till the owner one day rebuked him sharply, call-
ed him a deafand dumb devil, and bade him cease to
~ disturb the innocent children, and come to him in
his study, if he had any thing to say. This was a
sort of defiance, and Jeflery therefore took him at his
. word. No other person in the family ever felt the
goblin, but Mr. Wesley was thrice pushed by it with
considerable force. '

So he himself relates, and his evidence is clear
and distinct. He says also, that once or twice when
he spoke to it, he heard two or three feeble squeaks,
a little louder than the chirping of a bird, but not like
‘the noise of rats. What is said of an actual appear-
~ ance is not so well confirmed. Mrs. Wesley thought

she saw semething run from under the bed, and
thought it most like a badger, but she could not well
- say of what shape ; and the man saw something like a
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white rabbit, which came from behind the oven, with
its ears flat upon the neck, and its little scut standing
straight up. A shadow may possibly explain the
first of these appearances; the other may be impu-
ted to that proneness which ignorant personsso com-
monly evince to exaggerate in all uncommon cases.
These circumstances, therefore, though apparently
silly in themselves, inno degree invalidate the other
parts of the story, which rest upon the concurrent
testimony of many intelligent witnesses. The door
was once violently pushed against Emilia, when there
was no person on the outside ; the latches were fre-
quently lifted up; the windows clattered always be-
fore Jeffery entered a room, and whatever iron or
brass was there, rung and jarred exceedingly. It
- was observed also, that the wind commonly rose after
any of his noises, and increased with it,and whistled
loudly around the house. Mr. Wesley’s trencher
(for it was before our potteries had pushed their ware
into every village throughout the kingdom) danced
one day upen the table, to his no small amazement ;
and the hand of Robin’s hand-mill, at another time,
was turned round with great swiftness; unluckily
Robin had just done grinding; nothing vexed him,
he said, but that the mill was empty; if there had
' been corn in it, Jeffery might have ground his heart
out before he would have disturbed him. It was
lainly a Jacobite goblin, and seldom suffered Mr.
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