
This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized  
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the  
information in books and make it universally accessible.

https://books.google.com

https://books.google.com/books?id=Ntbcq8dvYjYC














* * Sw- \lu, -

THOUGHTS
on The present

s C A R C 1 T.Y

o F

P R O VISION S.

-

sº.

*

sº

*

L O N D O N. -

Printed by R. HAWES, in LAMB-STREET, facing

Criſpia-Street, near the Market, in Spital-fields.

MDCCLXXIIIs

-->

º,3 .





(l

-

-

wº

#ANY excellent things have

# been lately publiſhed, con

} cerning the preſent Scarcity

*of Proviſions. And many

Cauſes have been aſſigned for it, by

Men of Experience and Refle&tion.

But may it not be obſerved, there is

ſomething wanting ſtill, in moſt of

thoſe Publications One Writer aſ

ſigns and inſiſts on one Cauſe; ano

ther on one or two more. But who

aſſigns all the Cauſes that manifeſtly

concur, to produce this melancholy

Effect? At the ſame time pointing

B Out
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out, how each particular Cauſe affects

the Price of each particular Sort of

Proviſion ?

I would willingly offer to candid

and benevolent Men, a few Hints on

this important Subjećt: Propoſing a

few Queſtions, and ſubjoining to each

what ſeems to be the plain and di
rećt Anſwer.

I. I. I aſk, firſt, Why are thou

ſands of people ſtarving, periſhing

for Want, in every part of the Na

tion ? The Fačt I know: I have

ſeen it with my eyes, in every cor

ner of the Land. I have known

thoſe who could only afford to eat

a little coarſe Food once every o

ther Day. I have known one in .

London, (and one that a few Years

before had all the Conveniencies of

Life) picking up from a Dunghill

ſinking Sprats, and carrying them
home for herſelf and her children;
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I have known another gathering the

Bones which the Dogs had left in the

Streets, and making Broth of them,

to prolong a wretched Life! I have

heard a third artleſly declare, “ In

deed I was very faint, and ſo weak

I could hardly walk, 'till my Dog,

finding nothing at home, went out,

and brought in a good ſort of Bone;

which I took out of his Mouth, and

made a pure Dinnerſ " Such is the

caſe at this Day of multitudes of

People, in a Land flowing, as it

were, with Milk and Honey ! A

bounding with all the Neceſſaries,

the Conveniencies, the Superfluities

of Life

Now why is this Why have

all theſe nothing to eat Becauſe

they have nothing to do. The plain

reaſon, why they have no Meat, is

becauſe they have no Work.

2. But why have they no Work

B 2 Why
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Why are ſo many thouſand People,

in London, in Briſtol, in Norwich,

in every County, from one End of

England to the other, utterly deſti

tute of Employment?

Becauſe the Perſons that uſed to

employ them cannot afford to do it

any longer. Many that employed

fifty Men, now ſcarce employ ten :

Thoſe that employed twenty, now

employ one, or none at all. They

cannot, as they have no Vent for

their Goods: Food being ſo dear,

that the generality of People are hard

ly able to buy any Thing elſe.

3. But why is Food ſo dear? To

come to particulars: Why does

Bread-corn bear ſo high a Price

To ſet afide partial Cauſes, (which

indeed, all put together, are little

more than the Fly upon the Chariot

Wheel) the grand Cauſe is, Becauſe

ſuch immenſe Quantities of Corn are

continually
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continually conſumed by Diſilling.

Indeed an eminent Diſtiller, near

London, hearing this, warmly replied,

“ Nay, my Partner and I general

ly diſtil but a thouſand Quarters a

Week.” Perhaps ſo. And ſuppoſe

five and twenty Diſtillers in and near

the Town, conſume each only the

fame Quantity: Here are five and

twenty thouſand Quarters a Week,

that is above twelve hundred and fif

ty thouſand a Year, conſumed in and

about London 1 Add the Diſtillers

throughout England, and have we

not reaſon to believe, that (not a

thirtieth, or a twentieth Part only,

but) little leſs than half the Wheat

produced in the Kingdom, is every

Year conſumed, not by ſo harmleſs

a way as throwing it into the Sea,

but by converting it into deadly Poi

ſon: Poiſon that naturally deſtroys

not only the Strength and Life, but

alſo the Morals of our Countrymen :

It
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It may be objeaed, “ This can
not be. We know how much Corn

is diſtilled by the Duty that is paid.

And hereby it appears, that ſcarce

three hundred thouſand Quarters a

Year are diſtilled throughout the

Kingdom. ” Do we know, certain

ly, How much Corn is diſtilled, by

the Duty that is paid : Is it indiſ.

putable, that the full Duty is paid,

for all the Corn that is diſtilled *

Not to infiſt upon the multitude of

private Stills, which pay no Duty at

all. I have myſelf heard the Ser

vant of an eminent Diſtiller occaſion

ally aver, That for every Gallon he

diſtilled, which paid Duty, he diſ. .

tilled ſix, which paid none. Yea,

I have heard Diſtillers themſelves.

affirm, “We muſt do this, or we

cannot live.” It plainly follows,

we cannot judge from the Duty that

is paid, of the Quantity of Corn

that is diſtilled. -

“ However,
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“ However, what is paid brings

in a large Revenue to the King.”---

Is this an Equivalent for the Lives

of his Subjects Would his Ma

jeſty ſell an hundred thouſand of his

Subjećts yearly to Algiers, for four

hundred thouſand Pounds Surely

no. Will he then ſell them for that

Sum, to be butchered by their own

Countrymen ---“But otherwiſe the

Swine for the Navy cannot be fed. ”

Not unleſs they are fed with human

Fleſh . Not unleſs they are fatted

with human Blood O tell it not in

Conſtantinople, That the Engliſh raiſe

the Royal Revenue, by ſelling the

Fleſh and Blood of their Country

men :

4. But why are Oats ſo dear?---

Becauſe there are four times as many

Horſes kept (to ſpeak within com

paſs) for Coaches and Chaiſes in par

ticular, as were a few Years ago.

Unleſs
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Unleſs therefore four times the Oats

grew now, that grew then, they can

not be at the ſame Price. If only

twice as much is produced, (which

perhaps, is near the truth) the Price

will naturally be double to what it

WalS,

And as the JDearneſs of Grain

of one kind, will always raiſe

the Price of another, ſo whatever

cauſes the Dearneſs of Wheat and

Oats, muſt raiſe the Price of Barley

too. To account therefore for the

Dearneſs of this, we need only re

member what has been obſerved a

bove: Altho’ ſome particular cauſes

may concur, in producing the ſame

effect.

5. Why are Beef and Mutton ſo

dear? Becauſe many confiderable

Farmers, particularly in the Nor

thern Counties, who uſed to breed

large
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large Numbers of Sheep, or horned

Cattle, and very frequently both ;

inow breed none at all: They no lon

ger trouble themſelves with either

Sheep, or Cows, or Oxen : As they

can turn their Land to far better Ac

count, by breeding Horſes alone.---

Such is the Demand not only for

Coach and Chaiſe Horſes, which are

bought and deſtroy'd in incredible

numbers; but much more for bred

Horſes, which are yearly export

ed, by hundreds, yea thouſands, to

France.

6. But why are Pork, Poultry and

Eggs ſo dear Becauſe of the mono

polizing of Farms: Perhaps as miſ

chievous a Monopoly, as was ever in

troduced into theſe Kingdoms. The

Land which was ſome Years ago di

vided, between ten or twenty little

Farmers, and enabled them comfor

tably to provide for their Families,

- 1S
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is now generally engroſſed by one

great Farmer. One farms an Eſtate

of a thouſand a Year, which for

merly maintained ten or twenty.---

Every one of theſe little Farmers

kept a few Swine, with ſome Quan

tity of Poultry: And having little

Money: was glad to ſend his Ba

con, or Pork, or Fowls and Eggs

to Market continually. Hence the

Markets were plentifully ſerved:

And Plenty created Cheapneſs. But

at preſent, the great, the Gentlemen

Farmers, are above attending to

theſe little Things. They breed no

Poultry or Swine; unleſs for their

own Uſe: conſequently they ſend

none to Market. Hence it is not

ſtrange, if two or three of theſe,

living near a Market Town, occaſion

ſuch a Scarcity of theſe things, by

preventing the former Supply, that

the Price of them is double or treble

to what it was before. Hence (to

- - inſtance
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inſtance in a ſmall Article) in the

ſame Town, wherein within my me

mory, Eggs were ſold fix or eight

a penny, they are now ſold fix or

eight a groat.

Another Cauſe, (the moſt terrible

one of all, and the moſt deſtructive

both of perſonal and ſocial Happi

neſs) why not only Beef, Mutton,

and Pork, but all kinds of Vićtuals

are ſo dear, is Luxury. What can

ſtand againſt this? Will it not

waſte and deſtroy all that Nature

and Art can produce : If a Perſon

of Quality will boil down three

dozen of Neat's Tongues, to make

two or three Quarts of Soup, (and

ſo proportionably in other things)

what wonder that Proviſions fail?---

Only look into the Kitchins of the

Great, the Nobility and Gentry, al

moſt without exception, (confider

ing withal, that “the Toe of the

- - C Peaſant
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Peaſant treads upon the Heel of the

Courtier:”). And when you have ob

ſerved the amazing Waſte which is

made there, you will no longer won

der at the Scarcity, and conſequently

Dearneſs, of the Things which they

uſe ſo much Art to deſtroy. º,

-

.

7. But Why is Land ſo dear? .

Becauſe on all theſe Accounts,

Gentlemen cannot live as they have

been accuſtomed to do, without in

creaſing their Income; which moſt

of them cannot do, but by raiſing

their Rents. And then the Farmer

paying an higher Rent for the Land,

muſt have an higher Price for the

Produce of it. This again tends to

raiſe the Price of Land: And ſo the

Wheel runs round. º

8. But Why is it, that not only

Proviſions and Land, but well nigh

every Thing elſe is ſo dear? -

Becauſe
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Becauſe of the enormous Taxes,

which are laid on almoſt every Thing

that can be named. Not only abun

dant Taxes are raiſed, from Earth,

and Fire, and Water: But in Eng

land, the ingenious Stateſmen have

found a way, to lay a Tax upon the

very Light ! Yet one Element re

mains : And ſurely ſome Man of

Honour will find a way to tax this

alſo. For how long ſhall the ſaucy

Air, ſtrike a Gentleman on the Face,

nay a Lord, without paying for it?

9. But why are the Taxes ſo high

Becauſe of the National Debt.---

They muſt be ſo, while this conti

nues. I have heard, that the na

tional Expence, ſeventy Years ago,

was in time of Peace, three Millions

a Year. And now the bare Intereſt

of the public Debt, amounts yearly

- C 2 to
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above four Millions ! To raiſe which,

with the other ſtated Expences of

Government, thoſe Taxes are abſo

lutely neceſſary.

To ſum up the whole. Thouſands

of People throughout the Land, are

periſhing for want of Food. This

is owing to various Cauſes; but a

bove all, to Diſtilling, Taxes, and

Luxury.

Here is the Evil, and the unde

niable Cauſes of it. But where is

the Remedy ?

Perhaps it exceeds all the Wiſ.

dom of Man to tell: But it may

not be amiſs to offer a few Hints on

the Subjećt.

II. I. What Remedy is there for

this ſore Evil,---Many thouſand po

People are ſtarving -

- Find
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Find them Work, and you will

find them Meat. They will then

earn and eat their own Bread.

2. But how can the Maſters give

them Work, without ruining them

ſelves

Procure Vent for what is wrought,

and the Maſters will give them as

much Work as they can do. And

this would be done, by finking the

Price of Proviſions: For then Peo

ple would have Money to buy other

things too.

3. But how can the Price of

Wheat and Barley be, reduced -

• By prohibiting for ever, by mak

ing a full End, of that Bane of

Health, that Deſtroyer of Strength,

of Life and of Virtue, Diffilling.---

C 3 Perhaps
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Perhaps this alone might go a great

way toward anſwering the whole

Deſign. "Tis not improbable, it

would ſpeedily fink the Price of

Corn, at leaſt one Part in three.

If any thing more were required,

Might not all Starch be made of

Rice, and the Importation of this,

as well as of Corn, be incouraged 2

4. How can the Price of Oats be

reduced l -

By reducing the Number of Hor

ſes. And may not this be effectu

ally done, (without affecting the

Ploughman, the Waggoner, or any of

thoſe who keep Horſes for common

Work;) 1. By laying a Tax of

ten Pounds, on every Horſe export

ed to France, for which (notwith

ſtanding an artful Paragraph in a

late public Paper) there is as great

2.
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a Demand as ever? 2. By laying

an additional Tax on Gentlemen's

Carriages : . Not ſo much on every

l/heel, (bare-faced, ſhameleſs Parti

ality') but five Pounds yearly, upon

every Horſe. And would not theſe

two Taxes alone ſupply near as much

as is now paid for Leave to poiſon

his Majeſty's liege Subjećts? I

“5. How can the Price of Beef
and Mutton be reduced " " ' "

, ºr scº gº tº RA ºr tº ºf

sº By increaſing the Breed of Sheep

and horned Cattle. And this would

ſoon be increaſed ſeven-fold, if the

Price of Horſes was reduced ; which

it ſurely would be, half in half, by

* * * ~ *-

3 tº rºſ

the Method above-mentioned.

-::::31 - . .

6. How can the Price of Pork and

Poultry be reduced * * ' ', º'

; : : - ; at . . . . . . . .

". - whether
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Whether it ever will, is another

Queſtion.---But it can be done, 1.

By letting no Farms of above an

hundred Pounds a Year: 2. By re

preſſing Luxury: Whether by Laws,

by Example; or by Both.---I had

almoſt ſaid, By the Grace of GOD.

But to mention This, has been long

out of Faſhion. -

7. How may the Price of Land

be reduced *

By all the Methods above-named,

as each tends to lefſen the Expence

of Houſe-keeping : But eſpecially the

laſt; by reſtraining Luxury, which

is the grand and general Source of

Want. -

8. How may the Taxes be redu

ced

1. By diſcharging half the Nati

onal Debt, and ſo ſaving by this

fingle
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fingle Means, above two Millions

a Year. 2. By aboliſhing all uſeleſs

Penſions, as faſt as thoſe who now

enjoy them die. Eſpecially thoſe ri

diculous ones, given to ſome hun

dreds of idle Men, as Governors of

Forts or Caſiles : . Which Forts have

anſwered no End for above theſe

hundred Years, unleſs to ſhelter

Jackdaws and Crows.---Might not

good part of a Million more, be ſa

ved in this very Article :

But will this ever be done? .

I fear not: At leaſt, We have no

reaſon to hope for it ſhortly: For

what Good can we expect (ſuppoſe

the Scriptures are true) for ſuch a

Nation as this Where there is no

Fear of GoD Where there is ſuch

a deep, avowed, thorough Contempt

of all Religion, as I never ſaw, never

heard
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heard or read of, in any other Na

tion, whether Chriſtian, Mahome

tan or Pagan. It ſeems as if GOD

muft ſhortly ariſe, and maintain his

own Cauſe. But if ſo, let us fall

into the Hands of GOD, and not into

the Hands of Men.

-

LewishAM, fan. 20. -

1773. gº
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