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T O T H E

READER.

I Had not beard that there was such a Book

in the World, as Mr Baxter'j Aphorisms

of Justification, when it was sent me by a Book

seller, to whom Ihadsent for another 'Trail on

the same Subject : But, before I had read ma

ny Pages therein, Isaw the wise Providence of

Cod ; and soon determined (notwithstanding a

sew Expressions, which I do not altogether ap

prove of) to reprint the Substance thereof, in as

small a Compass, and at as low a Price as pos

sible.

O may he, who hath so solemnly declared,

Think not that I am come to destroy the Law

or the Prophets, verily I fay unto you, not

one Jot or one Tittle mail pass from the Law,

till Heaven and Earth pass away % give the

same Blessing to this little Treatise now, as

he did near an hundred Tears ago : May he

once again make it a powerful Antidote against

the spreading Poison of Antinomianism ; and

thereby save many simple unwary Souls from

seeking Death in the Error of their Life.

Newcastle upon Tyne, t Wesley.
March 25. 1745. J0HN VVESUV'





A N

EXTRA C T

FROM

Mr Baxters Aphorisms,

O N

JU STIFICATION.

i*

PROP.OSITI ON I.

The first Covenant made by God with Adam, didpromise

Life, upon Condition ofperfect Obedience, and threaten

Death upon the least Disobedience.

PROP. II.

This Cotenant being soon by Man violated, the Threat

ening must befulfilled, andso the Penaltysuffered.

WHE Word of his Threatening being

once past, he cannot absolutely par

don, without the apparent Viola

tion of his Truth or Wisdom . Some

think that it proceeded from his

Wisdom, rather than his Justice,

that Man must suffer. But why

fhould we separate what God hath

joined? However, whether Wisdom, or Justice, or

Truth, (or rather all these) were the Ground of it ; yet

certain it is, that a Necefsity there was the Penalty

should be inflicted, or else the Son of God fhould not

have made Satisfaction, nor Sinners bear so much them

selves.

A PROP.
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PROP. III.

'7his Penalty the Offender himself could not bear, without

his everlasting undoing.

THAT is, not the full Penalty; for part of it he

did bear, and the Earth for his sake, and all

Mankind to this Day ; but the foil Penalty would have

been an everlasting Suffering.

PROP. IV

Jesus Christ, at the Will of his Father, and upon his

own Will, being perfecJly furnished for this Work,

with a divine Power and personal Righteousness, first

undertook, and afterwards discharged this Debt, by

suffering what the Law did threaten, and the Offender

himself was unable to bear.

1 . f I"* H E Love of God to the World was the first

X Womb where the Work of Redemption was

conceived, John iii. 16. (as it is taken conjunct with

Kb own Glory.) The eternal Wisdom and Love found

out and resolved on this Way of Recovery, when it

never entered into the Thoughts of Man to contrive or

defire it.

2 . The Will of the Father and the Son are one. The

Son was a voluntary Undertaker of this Task. It was

not imposed upon him by Constraint. When he is said

to come to do his Father's Will, Heb. x. 7, 9. it doth

dfo include his own Will. And where he is said to do

it in Obedience to the Father, as it rs spoken of a vo

luntary Obedience ; so is it spoken of the Execution of

our Redemption, and in regard to the human Nature

especially, and not of the Undertaking by the divine

Nature alone. Not only the Consent of Christ did

Aiake it lawful that he should be punished, being inno-

oent ; but also that special Power, which, as he was

Gcd, he had over his own Life more than any Crea

ture hath. John x. 18. I have Power, (U-Ha-iav) saith

Chi ill) to lay dawn my Life.

3. No meer Creature was qualified for this Work ;

even the Angels, that are righteous, do but their Duty,

and
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and therefore cannot merit for us ; neither were they

able to bear and overcome the Penalty.

4. It must therefore be God that must satisfy God ;

both for the Perfection of the Obedience, for to be ca

pable of meriting, for the bearing of the Curse, and

for the overcoming of it, and doing the rest of the

Works of the Mediatorstjip, which were to be done

after the Resurrection : Yet meer God it must not be,

but Man also, or else it would have been Forgiveness

without Satissaction, seeing God cannot be said to make

Satissaction to himself.

5. Had not Christ been perfectly righteous himself,

he had not been capable of satisfying for others.

6. The Undertaking of the Son of God to satisfy,

was eiFectual before his actual satisfying : As a Man

that makes a Purchase, may possess and enjoy the Thing

purchased upon the meer Bargain made, or Earnest

paid, before he have fully paid the Sum.

7. I know Man's Guilt and Obligation to suffer, is

but -metaphorically called his Debt; yet because it is

a Scripture Phrase, expressing our Obligation to bear

the Penalty of the violated Law, I use it in that Sense".

Christ did suffer a Pain and Misery of the same sort,

and of equal Weight with that threatened; but yet be

cause it was not in all respects the fame, it was rather

Satissaction than the Payment of the proper Debt.

8. Many fay, that Christ did as properly obey in our

Stead, as he did suffer in our Stead ; and that in God's

Esteem we were in Christ obeying and suffering, and

so in him we did both perfectly fulfil the Commands of

the Law by Obedience, and the Threatenings of it by

bearing the Penalty. And thus, say they, is Christ's

Righteousness imputed to us, •viz.- his passive Righte

ousness for the Pardon of our Sins, and delivering us

from the Penalty ; his active Righteousness for the

making of us righteous, and giving us Title to the King

dom.

This Opinion, in my Judgment, containeth a great

many Mistakes.

1 . It supposeth us to have been in Christ, before we

did believe, or were bom ; and that not only in a ge

neral Sense, as all Men, but in a special, as justified.

A 2 2. It
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fe. Itteacheth Imputation of Christ's Righteousness

in so strict a Sense, as will neither stand with Reason ,

nor the Doctrine of Scripture ; much less with the Phrase

ef Scripture, which mentioneth no Imputation of Christ

or his Righteousness to us at all ; and hath given great

Advantage to the Papists against us in this Doctrine

•f Justification.

3. It seenieth to ascribe to God a mistaken Judg

ment, as to esteem us to have been in Christ when we

-were not, and to have done and suffered in him what

we did not.

4. It maketh Christ to have paid the same that was

Hat, and not the Value ; and so to justify us by Pay

ment of the proper Debt, and not by strict Satissaction.

And indeed this is the very Core of the Mistake, to

think that we have by Delegation paid the proper Debt

ef Obedience to the whole Law, or that in Christ we

kave perfectly obey'd : Whereas, 1 . It cannot be said

♦hat tve did it. 2. That which Christ did, was to sa

tisfy for ear Non-payment and Disobedience.

5. It supposeth the Law to require both Obedience

and Suffering in respect of the same Time and Actions,

which it doth not. And whereas they fay, that the

Law requireth Suffering for what is past, and Obedience

for the future ; this is to deny that Christ hath satisfied

for future Sins. The Time is near when those future

Sins will be also past ; what doth the Law require then ?.

If we do not obey for the future, then we fin ; if we fin,

the Law requires nothing but suffering.

6. It fondly supposeth a Difference betwixt one that is

juft, and one that is no Sinner; one that hath his Sin or

Guilt taken away, and one that hath his Unrighteous

ness taken away. Whereas, as there is no Middle be

twixt ftreight and crooked ; so neither between Con

formity to the Law, (which is Righteousness) and De

viation from it, (which is Unrighteousness.)

7. It maketh our Righteousness to confist of two

Parts, <via. The putting away of our Guilt, and the

Imputation of Righteousness, i. e. 1. Removing our

Crookedness, 2. Making us streight.

8. It ascribeth these two supposed Parts to two distinct

supposed Causes ; the one to Christ's fulfilling the Pre-

< cept
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cept by his Active Righteousness ; the latter to his ful

filling the Threatening by his Passive Righteousness ; as

if there must be one Cause of introducing Light, and

another of expelling Darkness ; or one Cause to take

away the Crookedness of a Line, and another to make

it streight.

9. The like vain Distinction it maketh between deli

vering from Death, and giving Title to Life, or freeing

us from the Penalty, and giving us the Reward : For

as when all Sin of Omission and Commission is absent,

there is no Unrighteousness ; so when all the Penalty is

taken away, both that of Pain, and that of Loss, the

Party is restored to his former Happiness. Indeed there

is a greater superadded Degree of Life and Glory pro

cured by Christ, more than we lost in Adam : But as

that Life is not opposed to the Death or Penalty of the

first Covenant, but to that of the second ; so is it the

Effect of Christ's Passive, as well as of his Active Righ

teousness.

The other Opinion about our Participation of Christ'*

Righteousness, is this, That God the Father doth ac

cept the Sufferings and Merits of his Son as a full Satis

faction to his violated Law, and as a valuable Confide

ration upon which he will wholly forgive the Offenders

themselves, and receive them again into his Favour, and

give them the Addition of a more excellent Happiness

also ; so that they will but receive his Son upon the

Terms expressed in the Gospel.

This Opinion, as it is more fimple and plain, so it

avoideth all the fore-mentioned Inconveniences. .

PROP. V.

Wherefore the Father hath delivered all Things into the .

Hands ofthe Son ; andgiven him all Power in Hea .

<ven and Earth ; and made him Lord both of the Dead

and Living, John. xiii. 3. Matth. xxviii. 18. John

V. 21, 22, 23, 27. Rom. xiv. 9. »

PROP. VI.

It was not the Intent either of the Father or the Son, that

by this SatisfaBion the Offenders should he immediately

delivered from the whole Curse of the Lew,/and freed-

A 3 from "'-'
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from the Evil which they badbrought upon themselves ;

i ut some Part must be executed on Soul and Body, and

and the Creatures themselves, and remain upon them at

the Pleasure of Christ, Rev. i. 18. 1 Cor. xv. 26.

THE common Judgment is, That Christ" hath

taken away the whole Curse from Believers, (tho'

not the Suffering) by bearing it himself; and now they

are only Afflictions of Love, and not Punifhments. I

do not contradict this Doctrine thro' Affectation of Sin

gularity, the Lord knoweth; but thro' Constraint of

Judgment, and that upon these Grounds following.

1 . It is undeniable, that Christ's taking the Curse

upon himselfdid not wholly prevent the Execution upon

the Offender, Gen. iii. 7, 8, 10, 15, — 19.

2. It is evident from the Event, seeing we feel Part

os the Curse fulfilled on us : We eat in Labour and

Sweat ; the Earth doth bring forth Thorns and Briars ;

Women bring forth their Children in Sorrow ; our na

tive Pravity is the Curse upon our Souls ; we are sick,

and weary, and full of Fears, and Sorrows, and Shaine ;

and at last we die and turn to Dust.

3. The Scripture tells us plainly, that we all die in

Adam, (even that Death from which we must at the Re

surrection be raised by Christ) 1 Cor. xv. 21, 22. And

that Death is the Wages ofSin, Rom. yi. 23. And that

the Sickness, and Weakness, and Death of the godly, is

caused by their Sins, 1 Cor. xi. 30, 31. And if so, then

doubtless they are in Execution of the Threatening of

the Law, tho' not in full Rigour.

4. It is manifest, that our Sufferings are in their own

Nature Evils to us, and the sanctifying of them to us

taketh not away their natural Evil, but only produceth

by it, as by an Occasion, a greater Good : Doubtless so

so sar as it is the Effect of Sin, it is evil, and the Effect

also of the Law.

5. They are ascribed to God's Anger, as the mode

rating of them is ascribed to his Love, Psal. xxx. 5. and

a Thousand Places more.

6. They are called Punifhments in Scripture, and

therefore we may caH them so, Lev. xxvi. 41. 43.

Lam. iii. 39. and iv. 6. 22. Ezra ix, 13. Bos. iv. 9.

and xii. 2. Lev. xxvi. 1 8, 24.

7. The
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7. The very Nature of Affliction is to be a loving

Punifhment, a natural Evil sanctified ; and so to be mix'd

of Evil and Good, as it proceedeth from mix'd Causes :

Therefore to say, that Christ hath taken away the Curse

and Evil, but not the Suffering, is a Contradiction ; be

cause so sar as it is a Suffering, it is to us Evil, and the

Execution of the Curse. What Reason can be given,

why God fhould not do us all that Good without our

Sufferings, which now he doth by them, if there were

not Sin, and Wrath, and Law in them ? Sure he could

better us by easier Means.

8. All those Scriptures and Reasons that are brought

to the contrary, do prove no more but this, that our

Afflictions are not the rigorous Execution of the Threat

ening of the Law ; that they are not wholly or chiefly

in Wrath.

9. The Scripture saith plainly, that Death is one of

the Enemies that is not yet overcome, but fhall be last

conquered, 1 Cor. xv. 26. and of our Corruption the

Case is plain.

1 o. The whole Stream of Scripture maketh Christ to

have now the sole disposing of us and our Sufferings, to

have prevented the fiill Execution of the Curse, and to

manage that which lieth on us for our Advantage and

Good ; but no where doth it affirm that he suddenly de

livered us.

PROP. VH.

. Man having not only broktn his first Covenant, hut dis

abled himself to perform its Conditions for thefuture ;

and so being out ofall Hose ofattaining Righteousness

and Life thereby, it pleased the Father and the Me

diator to prescribe to him a neiu Law, and tender him

a nevj Covenant ; the Conditions whereof should be

more easy to the Sinner, and yet more abasing, and

should more clearly manifest, and more highly honour, the

unconceivable Love of the Father and Redeemer.

1.TF Christ fhould have pardoned all that was past,

X and renewed th« first violated Covenant, and set

Man in the same Estate that he fell from, in point of

Guilt, yet would he have sallen as desperately the next

Temptation : Yea, tho' he had restored p him his pri

mitive
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mitive Strength ; yet Experience hatk flicwed on how

slippery a Ground his Happiness would have stood.

2. God the Father, and Christ the Mediator, who

have one Will, did therefore resolve upon a more

suitable Way of Happiness.

3. This Way, as the former, is by both a Law and

Covenant. As it is a Law, it is by Christ enjoined ;

and either Obedience, or the Penalty, (hall be exacted.

As it is a Covenant, it is only tendered, and not en

forced.

4. Tho' without Grace we can no more believe than

perfectly obey, as a dead Man can no more remove

a Straw than a Mountain ; yet the Conditions of the

Gospel, confidered in themselves, or in Reference to the

Strength which God will bestow, are sar more easy than

the old Conditions, Matth. xi. 29, 30. 1 John v. 3.

And more abafing they are to the Sinner, in that he

lath far less to do in the Work of his Salvation ; and

also in that they contain the Acknowledgment of his

lost Estate, thro' his own former self-destroying Folly. . .

PROP. VIII.

Not that Christ doth absolutely null or repeal the old Co

venant hereby ; but ha superaddeth this as the only

possible Way of Life, The former still continueth to

command, prohibit, promise, and threaten ; so that the

Sins even of the Justified are still Breaches of that

La<w, and are threatened and cursed thereby.

I Know it is the Judgment of many, that the Law, as

it is a Covenant of Works, is quite null and repeal

ed in regard to the Sins of Believers ; yea, many do be

lieve, that the Covenant of Works is repealed to all the

World, and only the Covenant of Grace in Force.

Against both these I maintain this Assertion, by the

Arguments which you find under the following Pofition ;

and I hope, notwithstanding that, I extol free Grace as

much, and preach the Law as little, in a forbidden

Sense, as tho' I held the contrary Opinion.

PROP. IX.

Therefore we must not plead the Repeal of the Lawfor

our Justification ; but must refer it to our Surety, who,

i.--".-- ----- ^
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by the Value and Efficacy of his cue Offering and

Merits, doth continually satisfy.

I Shall here explain to you, in what Sense, and how

sar the Law is in Force, and how far not ; and then

prove it under the next Head.

You must here distinguish betwixt,

1 . The Repealing of the Law, and the relaxing of it.

2. Between a Dispensation, absolute and respective, 3.

Between the Alteration of the Law, and the Alteration

of the Subjects Relation to it. 4.' Between a Discharge

conditional, with a Suspenfion of Execution, and a Dis

charge absolute ; and so I resolve the Question thus :

1 . The Law of Works is not abrogated, or repealed, -

but dispensed with, or relaxed. A Dispensation is (as

Grotius defineth it) an Act of a Superior, whereby the

Obligation of a Law in Force is taken away, as to cer

tain Persons and Things.

2. This Dispensation therefore is not total or abso

lute, but respective. For, 1 . Tho' it dispense with the

rigorous Execution, yet not with every Degree of Exe

cution. 2. Tho' the Law be dispensed with, as it con-

taineth the proper Subjects of the Penalty, <viz. the

Parties offending, and also the Circumstances of Dura

tion, &c. yet in regard of the meer Punishment, ab

stracted from Person and Circumstances, it is not dis

pensed with ; for to Christ it was not dispensed with ;

his Satissaction was by paying the full Value.

3. Tho- by this Dispensation our Freedom may be as

full as upon a Repeal ; yet the Alteration is not made

in the Law, but in our Relation to the Law.

4. So far is the Law dispensed with to all, as to

suspend the rigorous Execution for a Time, and a Dis

charge conditional procured and granted them ; but an

absolute Discharge is granted to none in this Life. For

even when we do perform the Condition ; yet still the

Discharge remains conditional, till we have ejuite finish

ed our Performance. For it is not one instantaneous

Act of believing which shall quite discharge us ; but a

continued Faith. No longer are we discharged than

we are Believers. And where the Condition is not per

formed, the Law is still in Force, and shall be executed

upon the Offender himself.

I



I speak nothing in all this of the directive Use of

the Moral Law to Believers, but how far the Law is

yet in Force, even as it- is a Covenant of Works ; be

cause an utter Repeal of it in this Sense is so commonly,

but inconfiderately asserted. That it is no further over

thrown, no not to Believers, than is here explained, I

now come to prove.

PROP. X.

If this were not so, but that Christ had abrogated the

first Covenant, then it wouldfollow), 1 . That no Sin but

that of Adam, andfinalUnbelief, is so much as threat

ened with Death, or that Death is deserved by it ; far

what the Law in Force doth not threaten, that is not

deserved, or due by Law. It would follow, 2. That

Christ died not to prevent or remove the Wrath and

Curseso deserved, or due to us for any but Adam's Sin,

nor to pardon our Sins at all; but only to prevent our

Desert of Wrath and Curse, andconsequently, to prevent

our Needof Pardon. It wouldfollow, 3. That against

the eternal Wrath at the Day ofJudgment, toe must not

plead the Pardon of any Sin but the first ; but our own

not deserving Wrath, because of the Repeal of that

Law before the Sin was committed. All which Con

sequences seem to me unsufferable ; which cannot be

avoided, if the Law be repealed.

SCripture plainly teacheth, that all Men (even the

Elect) are under the Law, till they believe and enter

into the Covenant of the Gospel : Therefore it is said,

John iii. 1 8. He that believeth not, is condemned already :

And the Wrath of God abideth on him, ver. 26. And

we are said to believe for Remission of Sins, A£ts. ii. 38.

Mark i. 4. Luke xxiv-47. Acts x. 43. and iii. 19.

Which stiew, that Sin is not before remitted, and con

sequently the Law not repealed ; else how could the Re

deemed be by Nature the Children of Wrath ? Eph.

it. 3. The Circumcised are Debtors to the whole Law,

Gal. v. 3, 4. and Christ is become of none Effect to

them. But they that are led by the Spirit, are not un

der the Law ; and against such there is no Law, Gal.

v. 18. Z3.' The Scripture hath concluded all under

Sin (and so sar under the Law no doubt) that the Pro

mise, by Faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to them

that
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that believe, Gal. iii, 22. We are under the Law

when Christ doth redeem us, Gal. iv. 5. See also

James ii. 9. 10. 1 Tim. i. 8. 1 Cor. xv. 56. Gal. iii.

1 9, 20, 2 1 . Therefore our Deliverance is conditionally

from the Curse of the Law, viz. if we will obey the

Gospel. And this Deliverance, together with the Abro

gation of the Ceremonial Law, is it which is so often

mentioned as a Privilege of Believers, and an Effect of

the Blood of Christ ; which Deliverance from the Curse,

is yet more full when we perform the Conditions of our

Freedom ; and then we are said to be dead to the Law,

Rom. vii. 4. and the Obligation to Punishment dead as

to us, ver. 6. but not the Law void or dead in itself.

Again, all the Scriptures and Arguments, Page 60, 6 1 .

which prove, that Afflictions are Punishments, do prove

also, that the Law is not repealed : For no Man can

suffer for breaking a repealed Law, nor by the Threats

of a repealed Law : Yet I know that this Covenant of

Works continueth not to the same Ends and Uses as be

fore; nor is it so to be preached or used. We must

neither take that Covenant as a Way of Life, as if now

we must get Salvation by our fulfilling its Condition ;

nor must we look on its Curse as lying on us reme-

dilesly.

PROP. XI.

The Tenor of the New Covenant is this, That Chrift, ha- £.J

ving made sufficient Satisfaction to the Law, whoso-

ever will resent and believe in him to the End, /hall

be justifed, thro' that Satisfaction, from all that the

Law did charge upon them, and be moreover advanced

to far greater Privileges and Glory than they fell

from : But whosoever- fulfilleth not these Conditions,

shall have no more Beneft from the Blood of Chrift,

than ivhat they here received and abused, but must

answer the Charge of the Law themselves ; and for

their Neglecl of Chrift, must alsosuffer a far greater

Condemnation : Or briefy, whosoever believeth in

Christ, stall not perish, but have everlasting Life;

but he that believeth not, shall not see Life, but the

Wrath of God abideth on him, Mark xvi. 16. Joha

iii. 15,— 18, 36. andv. 24. andvi. 35,40,47. and

vii. 38. and xi. 25, 26. and xii, 46. Acts x. 43.

Rom.
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c

Rom. iii. 26. and iv. 5 and v. 1. and x. 4, so.

1 John v. io. Mark i. 15. and vi. 12. Luke xiii.

3, 5. and xxiv. 47. Acts v. 31. and xi. 18. and

xx. s1. and ii. 38. and iii. 19. and viii. 22. and.

xxvi. 20. Rev.ii.5, 16. Heb. vi. 1,2. 2Pet.iii.g.

iHrist's Satisfaction to the Law goes before the

New Covenant, tho' not in regard of its Pay

ment, (which was in the Fullness of Time) yet in re

gard of the Undertaking, Acceptance, and Efficacy.

There could be no treating on new Terms, till the old

Obligations were satisfied and suspended.

"-- I account them not worth the confuting, who tell us,

that Christ is the only Party conditioned with ; and that

the New Covenant, as to us, hath no Conditions. The

Place they alledge for this Assertion is that, Jer. xxxi.

31, 32, 33. cited in Heb. viii. 8, 9, 10. which Place

containeth not the full Tenor of the whole New Co

venant : But it is called the New Covenant, because it

expresseth the Nature of the Benefits of the New Co

venant, as they are offered on God's Part, without

mentioning Man's Conditions, that being not pertinent

to the Bufiness the Prophet had in hand.

But those Men erroneously think, that nothing is a

Condition, but what is to be performed by our own

- Strength : But if they will believe Scripture, the Places

before alledged will prove, that the New Covenant hath

Conditions on our Part, as well as the Old.

2. Some Benefit from Christ the Condemned did here

receive, as the Delay of their Condemnation, and many

more Mercies, tho' they turn them all into greater

Judgments.

PROP. XII.

57>o' Christ hath satisfied theLatv, yet is it not bis Will,

i that any Man should be justified or savedthereby, who

hath notsome Groundin himselfospersonal andparticu

lar Right and Claim thereto ; nor that any should beju

stified by the Blood only as shed or offered, except it be

also received and applied : So that no Man, by the meer

Satisfaction made, is freedfrom the Laiv or Curse of

the first violattd Cevtnest absolutely, but conditionally

only.

I
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I Have shewed before, that Christ intended not to re- s?

move all our Misery as soon as he died, nor as soon /

as we believed. I am now to shew, that he doth not

justify by the shedding of his Blood immediately, with

out somewhat of Man intervening, to give him a legal

Title thereto. We are therefore said to be justified by

Faith. Let all the Antinomians (hew but one Scripture

which speaks of Justification from Eternity.

There are several other Necessaries to justify and save, ,

which being supposed, the Blood of Christ will be ef

fectual : Not that it receives its Efficacy from these, nor

that these do add any Thing at all to its Worth or Va

lue ; no more than the Cabinet to the Jewel ; or the

applying Hand to the Medicine ; or the Offenders Ac

ceptation to the Pardon of his Prince : Yet without this

Acceptation and Application, this Blood will not be ef

fectual to justify us. So that, as Austin saith, "He that

made us without us, will not save us without us." A legal

Title we must have, before we can be justified ; and

there must be somewhat in ourselves to prove that Title,

or else all Men should have equal Right.

PROP. XIII.

The obeying of a Law, and performing the Conditions of

a Covenant, or satisfying for Disobedience, or Non-

performance, is our Righteousness, in reference to that

Laiv and Covenant.

IF we understand not what Righteousness is, we may

dispute long enough about Justification to little Pur

pose.

There is a two fold Righteousness, or fulfilling of x

God's Law. The primary, and most proper Righteous

ness, lieth in the Conformity of our Actions to the Pre

cept : The secondary is, when, tho' we have broke the

Precepts, yet we have satisfied for our Breach, either by

our own Suffering, or some other Way.

The first hath Reference to the Commands, when

none can accuse us to have broke the Law : The second

hath Reference to the Penalty, when, tho' we have / u:

broke the Law, yet it hath nothing against us for so '

doing, because it is satisfied. These two kinds of

Righteousness cannot stand together in the fame Person,

B in
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in regard of the same Law and Actions: He that hath one,

hath not the other ; he that hath the first,, needs not the

second. There must be a Fault, or no Satissaction :

TJiis Fault must be confessed, and so the first kind of

Righteousness disclaimed, before Satissaction can be

pleaded ; and Satissaction must be pleaded, before a

Delinquent can be justified. This, well understood,

would give a clearer Infight into the Nature of our

.Righteousness and Justification, than many have yet at

tained. The great Question is, Of which fort is our

Righteousness whereby we are justified ? I answer, Of

the second sort; which, tho' it be not a Righteousness fa

honouring ourselves, yet it is as honourable to Christ.

The first kind of Righteousness, as it is in Christ,

cannot, retaining its own Form, be made ours. And

to that the Papists Arguments will hold good. The

Law commanded our own personal Obedience, and not

anothers for us. We did not so. personally obey ; we

did not really obey in Christ ; and God doth not judge

us to do what we did not : If we had, yet it would not

have made us just ; for one Sin will make us unjust, tho'

we were never so obedient before and after : Therefore,

if we had obey'd in Christ, and yet finned in our

selves, we are Breakers of the Law still ; and so our

Righteousness cannot be of the first sort. This Breach

therefore must be satisfied for, and consequently our

Righteousness must be of the second fort, seeing both

cannot stand in one Person. Christ only had both these

kinds of Righteousness, viz. tke Righteousness of per

fect Obedience, and the Righteousness of Satisfaction,

for Disobedience.

PROP. XIV.

Therefore, as there are two Covenants, imith their distinct

Conditions ; Jo is there a tivo-fold Righteousness, and

both of them absolute/y necessary to Salvation.

PROP. XV.

Our legal Righteousness, or Righteousness of the first Co

venant, is not personal, or-eonststeth not in any iQuali-

,- tj. . . sections of our oivn Persons, or Actions perform .d by

i" /- us; (for we never fulfilled, nor personallysitlifted the "

LanvJ but it is ivbelly without us m Christ. Jud in

this

! :
> <
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this Sense it is that the Apostle (and every Christian)

disclaimeth his oivn Righteousness, or his own Works.

Objecl. i. THVOTH not the Apostle say, that as

\J touching the Righteousness which is in

the La•w, he was blameless ? Phil. iii. 6. Ans That is,/ 3

he so exactly observed the Ceremonial Law, and the

external Part of the Moral Law, that no Man could

blame him for the Breach of them : But this is nothing

to such a keeping of the whole Covenant, as might renr

der him blameless in the Sight of God.

Objeel. 2. Then Christ's Righteousness and our own

Works, do concur to the composing of our perfect:

Righteousness. Ans Tho' this Objection doth puzzle

some ; yet the Vanity of it may be easily discovere'l

thus :

i . An Action is not righteous, which is not conform

able to the Law : If in some respects it be conformable, I /

and in some not, it cannot be called a righteous Action ; ' \

so that we, having no Actions perfectly conformed to

the Law, have therefore no one righteous Action, 2. I£

-we had, yet many righteous Actions, if but one were

unrighteous, will not serve to denominate the Person

righteous, according to the Law of Works. And that

these, joined with -Christ's Righteousness, do not make

up one Righteousness for us,.is plain thus : The Righte

ousness which we have in Christ, is not of the fame sort

with his ; for his is a Righteousness of the first

kind, viz. confisting in Conformity to the Precept.

But Christ's Righteousness, imputed to us, is only that

of the second sort, (viz. by Satissaction for our Dis

obedience) and cannot therefore possibly be joined

with our imperfect Obedience, to make up one Righr

teousness for us.

PROP. XVI.

Those only shall have Part in Christ's SatissaSion, and,

so in him be legally righteous, vuho believe and obey the i

Gospclyandft are in themselves evangelically righteous.

PROP. XVII.

Tho' Christ performed the Conditions of the Lain, andfa- . .'

tisfiedfor our Non-performance ; yit it is ourselves thai I

must perform the Conditions of the Gospel.

B 3 " These
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THese two Pofitions seem to me so plain and clear,

that they need not much Explication : Yet be

cause some Antinomians oppose them, I (hall say some-

thing thereto ; tho', for my Part, I do so much wonder

that any able Divines mould deny them, that methinks

they mould be Articles of our Creed, and a Part of

Children's Catechisms.

The Righteousness of the New Covenant being the

Performance of its Conditions, and its Conditions being

flur obeying the Gospel, or believing; it must needs be

plain, that on no other Terms do we partake of the

-Righteousness of Christ. To affirm, therefore, that our

Evangelical, or New Covenant B ighteousnefs, is in

Christ, and not in oursj<ues, or performed by Christ,

and not by ourselves, is such a monstrous Piece of

Antinomian Doctrine, as no Man, who knows the

Nature and Difference of the Covenant, can possibly

entertain, and as every Christian Ihould abhor as uu-

fuflerable.

For, 1. It implieth Blasphemy against Christ, as if he

had Sin to repent of, or Pardon to accept, and a Lord

that redeemed him to receive and submit to j lor these

are the Conditions of the New Covenant.

2. It implieth, that Jews and Pagans, and every

Man, mail be saved. Do not say that I odiously wring

out these Consequences ; they are plain ; For if any be

damned, it must be either for breaking the first Co

venant, or the second : If the former be charged upon

him, he may escape by pleading the second fulfilled ; if

the latter, the same Plea will serve : So that if Christ

have fulfilled both Covenants for all Men, then none

can perilh.

3. And that Believing is needless, not only as to our

Justification, but to any other Use : For what need one

thing be twice done ? If Christ have fulfilled the New

Covenant for us, as well as the old, What need we do

it again ? Shall we come after him, to do the Work he

hath perfected ?

4. It confoundeth Law and Gospel ; it overthroweth

all the Laws and Precepts of Christ ; it contradicteth the

whole Scope of the Scripture, which telleth us, That

Christ was made under the Law, (and not under the

Gospel)
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Gospel) fulfilled the Law, (but not the Gospel Covenant)

bore the Curse of the Law, (but not of the Gospel) and

which imposeth a Necessity of fulfilling the Conditions

of the Gospel themselves upon all that will be justified

and iaved. To quote the Scriptures that assert this,,

would be to transcribe almost all the doctrinal Part of

"the New Testament. What unsavoury Stuff then is that

of Mr Saltmar/b; of Free Grace, Page 83, 84. who

directeth those that doubt of their Gospel Sincerity to

see it in Christ ; because Christ hath believed perfectly ;

he hath sorrowed for Sin perfectly ; he hath repented

perfectly ; he hath obey'd perfectly ; he hath mortified

Sin perfectly, and all is ours, &c. If this be meant of

Gospel believing, repenting, sorrowing, obeying, and

mortifying, then it is Blasphemy ; as if Christ had a

Saviour to believe in for Pardon and Life, or Sin to

repent of, and sorrow for, and mortify : But if he meant 9 _

it of legal believing in God, or repenting, sorrowing

for, mortifying of Sin in us, and not in himself; then

is it no more to the Business in hand, than a Harp to a

Harrow, as they say. It is not legal believing, which

is the Evidence doubted of; and sure Christ's repenting

and sorrowing for our Sin, is no clearing to- us, that we

repent of our own, nor any acquitting of us for not

doing it. And for his mortifying Sin in us, that is the

Doubt, Whether it be done in the doubting Soul or

not ? But I let go this fort of Men, as being fitter first

to learn the Grounds of Religion in a Catechism, than

to manage those Disputes wherewith they trouble the

World.

PROP. XVIII.

Not that iwt can perform these Conditions without Grace ; J

(for without Christ •we can do nothingJ hut that he

enahleth us to perform them ourselves ; and doth not

himself repent, believe, love Christ, obey the Gospelfor

us, as be didsatisfy the Lawfor us.

PROP. XIX.

In this fore-explained Sense it is, that Men in Scripture

, are said to be personally righteous : And in this Sense it

is, that the Faith and Duties of Believers are said to

please Cod, viz. as they are related to the Covenant

B 3 ./
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os Grace, and: not as they are measured if the Co-,

<vencmt of Works.

THose that will not acknowledge that the godly are

called righteous in Scripture, by reason of a per

sonal Righteousness, confisting in the Rectitude of their-

own Dispofitions and Actions, as well as in regard of

their imputed Righteousness,, may be convinced from.*

these Scriptures, if they will believe them, Gen. vii. z.

and xviii. 23, 24. Job xvii. 9. Psal. i. 5, 6.- and

xxxvii. 17, 21, &c. Eccl. ix. 1, 2. Ezek. xviii. 20,.

»4.. and xxxiii. 12, 13, i8. Matth.ix. 13. and xiii.

43. andxxv. 37, 46. ZtfÆf i. 6. i&£. 1 1 . 4. 1 P«r.

iv. 18. 2 PtY. ii. 8. 1 John iii. 7, 12, i?ra. xxii.

11.- Matsh. x. 41.. Rem.v^y.. $0 their Ways are

called Righteousness, Psal, xv. 2. and xxiii. 3. m/^

xlv. 7, tiff. Matth. v. 20. sW xxi. 32. Luke i. 75.

Aclsx. 35. /sow, vj. 13, 16, 18, 19* 20. I Cor. xv,

34. l- John ii. 29- and iii. 10. £;&&. iv. 24, tiff.

-.. , - Righteousness is the Denomination of our Actions or

Persons, as tlisy relate to some Rule. This Rule, when it

is the Law.of Man, and our Actions suit thereto, we are-

then righteous before Men. When this Rule is God's

Law, it is either that of Works, or that of Grace : In

relation to the former, there is none righteous,, no not

one ; for all ha<ve snned> and come fort of the Glcry

ofGcd; but, -in relation to the Rule of the New Co-

' tenant, all the Regenerate are personally righteous, be

cause they all perform the Conditions of this Covenant,

and are properly pronounced righteous thereby. Neither

can it be conceived how the Works of Believers should

either please God, or be called Righteousness,, as they

relate to that old Rule, which doth pronounce them

unrighteous, hateful, and accursed.

But the Antipcmians, (and some other fimple ones

n n whom they have misled) if they do but hear a Man talk

*. * of a Righteousness in himself, or in any thing he can

do thereto, they startle at such Doctrine, and even

gr.asli the Teeth, as if we preached flat Popery ; yea,

as if we cried down Christ, and set up ourselves : Not

understanding the Difference between the two sorts of

Righteousness ; that of the Old Covenant, which is all

out of us in Christ ; and that of the New Covenant,

.which.



which. is all out of Christ in ourselves, tho' wrought by

the Power of the Spirit of Christ".

PROP. XX.

In this Sense also it it so far from being an Error toaf-

frni, that Faith itself is our Righteousness, that it is r) -)

a Truth necessary for every Christian to knovv ; that is,.

Faith is our evangelical Righteousness, (in the Sense he-

fore explained) as Christ is our legal Righteousness.

THis Assertion, so odious- to those that understand

not its Grounds, is yet so clear from what is said

before, that I need to' add no more to prove it. For,-

i . I have cleared before, tljat there must be a personal

Righteousness, befides that imputed, in all that are

justified. And that, 2. The fulfilling of the Conditions-

of each Covenant is our Righteousness, in reference to

that Covenant: But Faith is the fulfilling of the Con

ditions of the New Covenant ; therefore it is our Righr

teousness in relation to that Covenant.

Quest. In what Sense then is Faith said to be im

puted to us for Righteousness, if it be our Righteousnefe .

itself?

Anfw. Plainly thus : Man is become unrighteous by

breaking the Law of Righteousness that was given him ; . -

Christ fully satisfieth for this Transgression, and buyeth &.--,

the Prisoners into his Hands, and maketh with them a

new Covenant; that whosoever will believe in him,

who hath thus satisfied, it shall be as effectual for their

Justification, as if they had fulfilled the Law of Works

themselves. ATenant forfeiteth his Lease to his Land

lord, by not paying his Rent. He runs deep in Debt to

him, and is disabled to pay him any more Rent for the

future ; whereupon he is put out of his House, and cast

into Prison till he pay the Debt : His Landlord's Son

payeth it for him, taketh him out of Prison, and put-

teth him in his House again, as his Tenant, having pur

chased House and all to himself: He maketh him a new

Lease, in this Tenor, that paying but a Pepper Corn

yearly to him, he shall be acquit, both from his Debt, ,

and from all other Rent for the future, which by his old

Lease was to be paid ; yet doth he not cancel the old

Lease, but keepeth it in his Hands to put it in Suit against

the
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the Tenant, if he should be so foolifh as to deny the Pay

ment of the Pepper Corn. In this Cafe the Payment

of the Grain of Pepper is imputed to the Tenant, as if

he had paid the Rent of the old Lease ; yet this Imputa

tion doth not extol the Pepper Corn, nor vilify the Be

nefit of his Benesactor, who redeemed him. Nor can

it be said, that the Purchase did only serve to advance the

Value and Efficacy of that Grain of Pepper. But thus,

a personal Rent must be paid for the Testification of his

Homage : He was never redeemed to be independent

as his own Landlord and Master : The old Rent he cannot

pay : His new Landlord's Clemency is such, that he

hath resolved this Grain shall serve the Turn.

Do I need to apply this in the present Case ; or can

not every Man apply it ? Even so is our Evangelical

Righteousness, or Faith, imputed to us for as real Righte

ousness, as perfect Obedience. Two Things are consi

derable in this Debt of Righteousness ; the Value, and

the personal Performance. The Value of Christ's Sa

tisfaction is imputed to us, instead of the Value of a

perfect Obedience of our own performing, and the Value

of our Faith is not so imputed : But because there must be

some personal Performance of Homage ; therefore the

personal Performance of Faith shall be imputed to us for

a sufficient personal Payment, as if we had paid the full

Rent ; because Christ, whom we believe in, hath paid

it, and he will take this for satissactory Homage . So it

is in point of personal Performance, and not of Value,

that Faith is imputed.

PROP. XXI.

Jt is an improper Speech of some Divines, That Christ

ftrft justifeth our Persons, and then our Duties and

Aaions.

IT is improper, in the best Sense : i . Because ft is

contrary to the Scripture Use of the Word justifying ;

which is the acquitting of us from the Charge of break

ing the Law, and not from the Charge of violating the

new Covenant. 2. It is against the Nature of the Thing ;

seeing Justification, as you fhall see anon, implieth Ac

cusation ; but the esteeming a righteous Action to be as it

is, doth not imply any Accusation, 3. This Speech,join

ing
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ing Justification osPersons and Actions together, doth seem

to intimate the same kind of Justification of both, and so

doth tend to seduce the Hearers to a dangerous Error.

Por, if it be understood in the worst Sense, it will o\£r-

throw the Righteousness of Christ imputed, and the whole

Scope of the Gospel, and will set up the Doctrine ofJusti

fication by Works. For if God do justify our Works

from any legal Accusation, as he doth our Persons, then

it will follow, that our Works are just, and consequent

ly we are to be justified by them.

PROP. XXII.

Neither can our Performance of the Conditions ofthe Go

spel be said to merit the Reward ; seeing there is no -

thing in the Value of it, or any Benefit that God re-

eeife/h by it, <which may so intitle it meritorious } nei

ther is there any Proportion bet<wixt it and the Reward.

PROP. XXIII.

1he Gospel doth establijh, and mt repeal the Moral La-w ; - .

and so is perfeil Obedience commanded, and every Sin J.. J

forbidden new as exailly as under the Covenant of

Works.

PRO P. XXIV.

The pardoning of Sin is a gracious Ail of God, dischar

ging the Offender by the Gofpel-promise, or Grant, from tt

the Obligation to Punishment, upon Consideration of f

the Satisfaction made by Christ, accepted by the Sinner,

andpleaded with God.

I Call Pardon a gracious At? ; for if it were not, in

some sort, gracious, or free, it were no Pardon.

Let those think of this, who say, We have perfectly -? '^r

obeyed the Law in Christ, and are therefore righteous.

. If the proper Debt, either of Obedience or Suffering,

be paid, either by ourselves or by another, then there

is no place left for Pardon : For when the JJebt is paid

we owe nothing, except new Obedience ; and therefore

can have nothing forgiven us : For the Creditor cannot

refuse the proper Debt, nor deny an Acquittance upon

Receipt thereof. But Christ having paid the Value, and

not the strict Debt, this Satisfaction the Father might

have
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have chosen to accept ; which yet because he freely doth,

therefore is his gracious Act properly called Pardon.

The ignorant Antinomians think, it cannot be a Free

Act of Grace, if there be any Condition on our Part

fo' Cl *°r enjoying it : As if, in the fore-mentioned Compa-

~ .. *-^~7 rison, the Tenant's Redemption were the less free, be

cause his new Lease requires the Rent of a Pepper-corn

in token of Homage ; as if, when a Pardon is pro

cured for a condemned Malesactor, upon Condition

that he (hall not reject it when it is offered him,- this \va&

therefore no free Pardon. -

PROP. XXV.

Justification is a gracious AB of God, by the Promise or

Grant of the nevi Covenant, acquitting the Offender

from the Accusation and Condemnation of the old Cove

nant, upon Consideration os the SatisfaBion made by

Christ, and accepted by the Sinner. But final Justi

fication is a grariaut A/I of God by Christ, according

to the Gospel, by Sentence at his publici Baryaequitting

the Sinner from the Accusation and Condemnation of

the La<w pleaded against him by Satan, upon Conside

ration os the SatisfaBion made by Christ, accepted bj the

Sinner, andpleadedfor him,

PROP. XXVI.

The Justification which vie have in Chriss own Justs'

fication, is but conditional as to the particular Offenders,-

and none can lay Claim to it till he have performed the

Conditions ; nor shall any be personallyjustified till then :

Even the * ElcB remain personally unjust and unjustifi

ed, for all their conditional Justification in Christ, till

<) -n they do believe.

PROP. XXVII.

Mewthat are but thus conditionally pardoned andjustified,

may he unpardoned and unjustified again for their Non-

performance of the Conditions, and all the Debt so for

given be required at their Hands ; and all this "without

any Change in God, or in his Laws.

PROP:

» N. B. Mr Basterlicid. absolvte Predestination.
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prop, xxvni.

Tt-ta, in case the justified by Faith Jbould cease believing,

the Scripture would pronounce them unjust again ; and

yet witkout any Change in God, or Scripture, but only

in themselves ; because their Justification doth continue

conditional as long as they live here. The Scripture

doth justify no Man by Name, but all Believers as

such ; therefore, isthey Jhould cease to be Believers, they

<would cease to be justified.

PROP. XXIX.

The new Covenant accuseth no Man, as deserving its Pe

nalty, but only those that perform not its Conditions,

that is, the finally unbelieving and impenitent Rebels

against Christ, their rightful Lord.

THAT the Gospel doth not condemn Men, or

threaten them with Damnation for any Sins

but Unbelief, I dare not speak or think ; but that the

Gospel threateneth no Man with Damnation but Unbe

lievers, is out "of all Question : And consequently, the

proper Sin threatened in the new Covenant, as such, is

Unbelief; the rest are but left and settled on the Sin

ner by this.

PROP. XXX.

If Satan fl?ould falsely accuse us of not performing the

Conditions of the new Covenant, andso having no Part

in Christ's Satis adion, here <we mufl be justified only

by our Faith, or personal Gospel-righteousness, and not

. iy any Thing that Christ hath done or suffered : For in

.all false Accusations we must defend our Innocency, and

plead not guilty.

TO tell Satan,- that Christ hath fulfilled the Lawfir \ ...

us, when he is accufing us of not fulfilling the ^ ^J

Co/pel, filly Women, are made believe, by Antinomiari

Teachers, that this is a solid Way of comforting ; but

Satan is a better Logician than to be baffled with such

arguing: And as silly a Shift it will be to tell him, that

Christ hath fulfilled the Gospel-conditions for us. The

best: is, these Teachers do but spoil the Comforts of B&

Heverr, and not their Safety ; ior in the Cafe in hand,

vtn
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we suppose the Accusation to be false : But yet, by such

Grounds, they may very eafily overthrow the Safety al-

fo of Unbelievers, while they teach them how to com

fort themselves without Faith, or to look for all out of

themselves in Christ.

PROP. XXXI.

We must not pleat! for our Justification, that Chrisi bath

made usfreefrom the wry Fad ; nor from the Sinful.

ness of the Fac7 ; nor from its desert of Punijbment :

If Christ had done any of this for us, he must <verify

Contradictories. But we must plead, that the Penal

ty is not due to our Persons, notwithstanding the Fail,

andits Sinfulness aud Demerit, because Christ bath sa

tisfied for all this.

FOR, ist, That the Fact should be don», and not

done, is a Contradiction. 2. So is it, That the

Fact should be sinful, and not finful. 3. Or that it

should deserve Death, and not deserve it ; Or that it

should be a Sin against that threatening Law, and yet

not deserve the Penalty threatened. Befides, if any of

these three could have been taken off, what need Christ

have died ? But that which Remission and Justification

freethus from, is the Dueness of Punishment to our Per

sons, notwithstanding the Dueness of it to the Sin; be

cause what is due to the Sin is inflicted on the Person of

another already, even Christ.

PROP. XXXII.

Before it be committed it is no Sin ; andwhere there is fit

Sin, the Penalty is not due ; and where it is not due,

it cannot properly be forgiven ; therefore Sin ii not for

given before it be committed.

PROP. XXXIII.

// is Faith which justifietb Men, 1 . In the nearest Sense,

directly andproperly, as it is thefulfilling of the Condi

tion of the new Covenant. 2. In the remote andmore

improper Sense, as it is the receiving of Christ and his

satisfactory Righteousness.

THAT it is Faith in a proper Sense that is said to

justify, and not Christ's Righteousness only, which

it receiveth, may appear from the plain and constant

Phrase
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Phrase of Scripture, which saith. He that believeth flialT

be justified ; and that we are justified by Faith ; and

that Faith is imputed for Righteousness. It had been

as easy for the Holy Ghost to have said, that Christ only

is imputed, or his Righteousness only, or Christ only

justifieth, &c. if he had so meant.

That Faith doth most directly and properlyjustify, (as

it is the fulfilling of the Condition of the New Covenant)

appeareth thus, i . The New Covenant only doth put

the Stamp of God's Authority upon it, in making it the

Condition. A two-fold Stamp is necefsary to make it

a current Medium of our Justification, i . Command.

z. Promise. Now God hath neither commanded any

other Means. 2. Nor promised Justification to any

other ; therefore it is, that this is the only Condition,

and so only thus justifieth. When I read this to be the

Tenor of the New Covenant, [whosoever believeth shall

be justified] Doth it not tell me plainly why Faith justi

fieth ? Even because it pleaseth the Law-giver and

Covenant-maker to make Faith the Condition of it.

That Faith's receiving Christ and his Righteousness,

is only the remote Reason why it doth justify, appeareth

thus, 1 . I would afk any Dissenter this Question : "

Suppose that Christ had done all that he did for Sinners,

and they had believed in him thereupon, without any

Covenant promising' Justification to this Faith, Would

this Faith have justified them ? By what Law ? Or

whence would they plead their Justification at the Bar of

God ? Well ; but suppose that Christ, having done

what he did for us, that he should, in framing the New

Covenant, have put in any other Condition ; and said,

[whosoever loveth God, fhall, by virtue of my Satissac

tion, be justified] Would not this Love have justified ?

No doubt of it. I conclude then thus : The receiving

of Christ, is as the Silver of this Coin : The Gospel

Promise is as the King's Stamp, which makes it cur

rent for justifying. If God had seen meet to have

stamped any thing else, it would have passed currently ;

yet take this, Faith is, even to our own Apprehension,

the most apt and suitable Condition that God could have

chosen : For, (as far as we can reach to know) there

cannot be a more rational and apt Condition of deli-

. C ■ Terins
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vering a redeemed Malesactor from Torment, than that

he thankfully accept the Pardon and Favour of Rcdemp -

tion, and hereafter take his Redeemer for his Lord.

So that if you afk me, What is the formal Reason

-why Faith justifieth ?

. I answer, Because Christ hath made it the Condition,

of the New Covenant, and promised Justification upon

that. Condition.

But, 2. If you aflc me further. Why did Christ chuse

this, rather than any thing else for the Condition ?

I answer, i . To aik a Reason of Christ's Choice

and Commands, is not always wife or safe. 2. But here

the Reason is so apparent, that we may safely adven

ture to say, that nothing could be more proportionable

to our Poverty, who have nothing to buy with, than

thus freely to receive. Nothing could be more rea

sonable, than to acknowledge him who hath redeemed

us, and to take him for our Redeemer and Lord.

PROP. XXXIV.

Justification is not a Jingle A3, begun, and ended im

mediately upon our Believing ; but a continued Ai.2,

'which, tho" it be in its kind compleat front the first,

yet is it fiill in doing, till the final Justification at the

"Judgment Day.

TH I S is evident from the Nature of the Act ; it

being, as I mewed before, an Act of God by his

Gospel. Now, 1. God still continueth that Gospel

Covenant in Force. 2. That Covenant still continueth

justifying Believers. 3. God himself doth continue to

esteem them accordingly, and to will their Absolution.

This (heweth you therefore with what Limitation

to receive the Afsertion of our Divines, that Remis

sion and Justification arejfimu/ & stmel, performed,

2. That the Justified and Pardoned may pray for the

Continuance of their Pardon and Justification. And 3.

That Christ's Satisfaction and our Faith, are of continual

Use, and not to be laid by, when we are once justified,

as if the Work was done.

PROP. XXXV.

The bare Atl of Believing is not the only Condition of Sal

vation
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<vathn by the New Covenant ; lut several other Duties

also are Parts of that Condition.

I Defire no more of those that deny this, but that

Scripture may be Judge ; and that they will put by

no one Text to that End produced, till they can give

some other commodious, and not forced Interpretation,

i . Then that Pardon of Sin and Salvation are pro

mised, upon Condition of repenting, as well as believing,

is undeniably asserted from these Scriptures, Mark i. 15.

and vi. 12. Luke xiii. 3, 5. Jc7s ii. 38. and iii. 19.

and viii. 22. and xvii. 30. and xxvi. 20. and v. 31.

and xi. 18. Luke xxiv. 47. Heb. vi. 1. 2 Pet. iii. 9.

2. That praying for Pardon, and forgiving others,

are Conditions of Pardon, is plain, Matth. vi. 12, 14,

15. and xviii. 35. Mark xi. 25, 26. Luke vi. 37. and

xi. 4. 1 John i. 9. James v. 15. John xiv. 13, 14.

1 John v. 15. ASs viii. 22.

3 . That Love, and fincere Obedience, and Works of

Love, are also Parts of the Condition, appeareth in these

Scriptures, Luke vii. 47. Mat. v. 44. Luke vi. .27,

35. John xi. 12. 17. 1 Cor. ii. 9. Rom. viii. 23.

Ephes. vi. 24, 1 Cor. xvi. 22. Jama i. 12. and ii. 5. -

John xiv. 21. Pro. viii. 17, 21. Johnxvi.zy. Mat.

X. 37. Luke xiii. 24. Phil. ii. 12. Rom. ii. 7. 10.

1 Cor.ix. 24. 2 Tifat. ii. 5, 12. 1 27«r. vi. 18, 19.

Rev. xxii. 14. Z*& xi. 28. Asa/, 25. 41, 42. James

ii. 21, 22, 23, 24, 26.

PROP. XXXVI.

Therefore, tio' the Non-performance of any one of these be

threaten .d <with certain Death ; yet there mujt be a

Concurrence of than all, to snake up the Conditions

<which have the Promise os Life.

THeresore we oftner read Death threaten'd to those

that repent not, than Life promised to them that

repent : And when you do read of Life promised of

any one of these, you must understand it ins/su com-

p'ffo, as it stands conjunct with the rest, and not as it

is divided ; tho' I think that in regard ot their Existence,

they never are divided; (for where God giveth one he

giveth all) yet in cafe they were separated, the Gospel

would not so own them as its entire Conditions.

PROP.
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PROP. XXXVII. .

Yet Faith may be called the only Condition of the Neiu

Covenant, because all the rest are reducible to it ; either-

being presupposed, as necessary Antecedent: or Means-,

or contained in it ; cr else implied as its immediate

Fruits, or necessarysubservient Means or Consequents.

Ubservient Actions are in common Speech implied

in the Principal. If the Besieged be bound by Ar

ticles to surrender a Town to the Befiegers at such a

Time, it need not be expressed in the Articles, that they

shall withdraw their Guards, and cease Refinance, and

ope,n the Gates, and yield up this House, or that

Street, &c. All this is implied clearly in the Article of

Surrender.

So here, the great Condition of Believing doth in

clude or imply all the rest.

u. Hearing the Word, Confideration, Conviction,

godly Sorrow, Repentance from dead Works, are

implied as necessary Means antecedent.

2. Knowledge of Christ, and Assent to the Truth

of the Gospel, as essential Parts of Faith.

3. Preferring of Christ above all in Judgment, Will,

and Affection, is (in my Judgment) the rery essential

Property of true Faith, differencing it from all false

Faith, and so an essential Part of it.

4. Love, fincere Obedience, and Works of Love,

are the immediate Products of Faith ; as Heat and Light

are of Fire.

5. The praying for Forgiveness, the forgiving of o-

thers, the pleading of Christ's Satisfaction, are both

Parts of this Obedience, and necessary Consequents of

Faith, and Acts subservient to it for the attaining of its

Ends.

6. The denying and humbling of the Flesh, the se

rious, painful, constant Use of God's Ordinances, Hear

ing, Praying, Meditating, &c. are both Parts of the

foresaid Obedience, and also the necessary Means of

continuing and exercifing our Faith.

PROP. XXXVIII.

\As it is- God's Method in giving the Moral Law, frst to

bring Men to take him only for their God, (which is

there
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therefore called the first andgreat Commandment) end

then to prescribe the particular Duties : So is it the

Method of Christ in the Gospel, first to. establish with

Men his Office andAuthority, and require an Acknow

ledgment of them, and Subjection to them ; and then

to prescribe to them their particular Duties in Subor

dination.

PROP. XXXIX.

Faith therefore is the summary Condition ofthe Gospel, as

Love is the fulfilling of the Law. As taking the Lord

for our only God, is the Sum of the Decalogue, implyiw?

or inferring all the rest, andso is the great Command

ment ; so taking * Christ for our only Redeemer end

Lord, is the Sum of the Conditions of the Ar;•u> Co

venant, including, implying, or inferring all otha-

Parts of its Conditions, aud so the great Command of

the Gospel.

THE full Subjection to the Authority command

ing, doth imply and, infer Subjection to the par

ticular Commands : Therefore God doth still make this

the Sum of the Conditions of the Law, that they take

him only for their God, or that they have no other

Gods but him: And when he contracteth his Covenant

into an Epitome, it runs thus, I will be thy God, and

thou shalt be my People; Exod. xx. 3. and xxiii. 1?.

Deut. vii. 4. and viii. 19. and xiii. 2, 3, {sV. Jos

xxiv. 2, 16, (Jc. Judges ii. 12, 17, 19. and x. 13.

1 Sam. viii. 8. 2 Kings v. 17. and xvii. 7. Jer.xxii.

9. and vii. 23. and xi. 4. and xxx. 22. Ezek. x.vxvi.

28. Deut. xxvi. 16, 17, &c. And as God's Promise

of taking us for his People doth imply his bestowing

upon us all the Privileges and Blessings of his People,

and so is the Sum of all the Conditions of the Covenant

on his Part : Even so our taking the Lord fer our God,

and Christ for our Redeemer and Lord, doth imply our

sincere Obedience to him ; and is the Sum of the Con

ditions on our Part.

PROP. XL.

Faith, in the largest Sense, as it comprehendeth all the

Conditions of the Netv Covenant, may be thus defined-

C 3 ft

- * Altho* this is not the fame Definition (in Terms) witb

that of our Church, yet it is reducible to the fame.
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J/ is, when a Sinner, by'the Word and Spirit of Christ,

being thoroughly convinced of the Righteousness of the

Law, the Truth of its Threatening, the Evil of his

own Sin, and the Greatness of his Misery hereupon,

\ , — and withal of the Nature and Offices, Sufficiency and

Excellency of Jesus Christ, the Satisfaction he hath

made, his Willingness to save, and his free Offer to all

that will accept himfor their Lord and Saviour, doth

hereupon believe the Truth ofthis Gospel, andaccept of

Christ as his only Lord and Saviour, to bring him to

God, his chiefest Good, and to present him pardoned

and just before him, and to bestovj upon him a more

glorious Inheritance ; and does accordingly rest on him as

his Saviour, and obey him as his Lord, forgiving

others, loving his People, bearing what Sufferings are

imposed, diligently using his Means and Ordinances, and

tonfeffing and bewailing his Sins against him, and

praying for Pardon ; and all this sincerely, and to the

End.

THI S is the Condition of the New Covenant at

large ; that all this is sometimes called Faith, is

plain hence.

1 . In that Faith is oft called the obeying of the Gospel,

but the Gospel commandeth all this, Rom. x. 1 6. 1 Pet.

i. 22. and iv. 17. 2 Thes. i. 8. Gal. iii. 1. and v. 7.

Heb. v. 9.

2. The fulfilling of the Conditions of the New Co

venant is oft called by the Name of Faith, and so op

posed to the fulfilling the Conditions of the Old Co

venant, called Works ; but these forementioned are

Parts of the Condition of the New Covenant, and there

fore implied in Faith, Gel, iii. 12, 23, 25.

PROP. XLI.

J> om whiit hath been said, it appeareth in what Sense

Faith only justifeth, and in what Sense Works alfa

justify, viz. 1 . Faith only justifeth, as it implieth all

,, ■ <• other Parts ofthe Condition of the New Covenant. 2.

Faith only jtstifteth as the great Master Duty of the

Gospel, to which all the rest are reducible. 3. Faith

inly doth not justify in Opposition to the Works of tht

Gospel1
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Gospel; but those Work: do also justify, as the secondary

remote Parts of the Condition of the Covenant.

I Know this is the Doctrine that will have the loudest

Out-cries raised against it ; and will make some cry,

out, Heresy, Popery, Socinianism ! and what not ? For

my own Part, the Searcher of Hearts knoweth, that not

Singularity, Affectation of Novelty, nor any Good

will to Popery, provoketh me to entertain it : But that

I have earnestly sought the Lord's Direction upon my

Knees, before I durst adventure on it ; and that I re

sisted the Light of this Conclusion as long as I was able :

But a Man cannot force his own Understanding, if the

Evidence of Truth force it not ; tho' he may force his

Pen, or Tongue, to Silence or Dissembling. <

PROP. XLII.

That vie are justified by sincere Obedience to Christ, as

the secondary Part of the Condition of our Justification, Q Aj

is evident also from these following Scriptures, Matth. '

xii. 37. Mark xi. 25, 26. Luke vi. 37. Matth.

vi. 12, 14, 15. 1 John i. 9. Acts viii. £2, Acts

hi. 19. and xxii. 16. 1 Pet. iv. 18. Rom. vi. 16.

1 Pet. i. 2, 22.

PROP. XLIII.

Our full Justification, and our everlasting Salvation,

have the fame Conditions on our Part : But sincere

Obedience is, without all doubt, a Condition of our

Salvation ; therefore also of our Justification.

I Say, ourfull Justification ; because, as I have fhewed^

our first Possession of it is upon our meer Faith : But

I think our Glorification will be acknowledged to have

the same Conditions with our final Justification at the

Bar of Christ. And why not our entire continued Justi

fication on Earth ? You may object, Perseverance is a

Condition of our Glorification ; but not of our Justifica

tion here. I answer, t . Perseverance is nothing but

the same Conditions, persevering. 2. As the Sincerity

of Faith is requisite to our first Possession of Justification ,

so the Perseverance of Faith, is the Condition of per

severing Justification. See Heb. iii. 14.

z. That Obedience is a Condition of our Salvation, is

•" un:

"} -.
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undoubted, Heb. v. 9. Christ is the Author of eternal

Salvador, to all them that obey him ; so fully, Rom. ii.

7, 8, 9, 10. Rev.xxii. 14. Biefid are they that do his

n f Commandments, that they may have Right to the Tree of

y k> Life, and may enter fy the Gates into the City. And hath

that no Hand in their Justification, which giveth them

Right to the Tree of Life ?

PROP. XLIV.

This Doctrine is no whit dei egatory to Christ and his

Righteousness : For he that ascribeth to Faith, or Obe-

. dience, no Part ofthat Work which belongeth to Christ's

•"? 7 satisfactory Righteousness, doth not derogate from it :

/ But he that maketh Faith and Obedience to Christ, to

be onlj thefulfilling of the Conditions of the New Co

venant, and Jo to be only Conditions offull Justifica

tion ly him, doth give them no Part of the Work of his

Righteousness ; feeing he came not to fulfil the Go/pel,

but the Law.

PROP. XLV.

To conclude, it is most clear in Scripture, that our Justi

fication, at the great Judgment, will be according to

cur Works, and to what •we have done in Flesh, •whe

ther good or evil i which can be no otherwife than as

it was the Condition of that Justification dnd

~ Christ will then give the Reason of his publick Sen

tence from Mens keeping or breaking the Conditions of

bis Covenant i that Jo the Mouths of all may be stop-

fed, and the Equity of his Judgment may be manifest

to ell; and that he may there Jhew forth his Hatred

to the Sins, and not only to the Persons of the Condem

ned, and his Love to the Obedience, and not only to the

Persons of the Justified.

ERE I have these Things to prove : 1. That

the justifying Sentence fhall pass according to

Works, as well as faith. 2. That the Reason is, be

cause they are Parts of the Condition.

For the first, fee Matth xxv. 21, 23. Well done, good

c/" ,-/ and'faithful Servant, thou haft beenfaithful over afew

Things, Jivill make thee Ruler over many Things : Enter

thou into the Joy of thy Lord. And most plain is that

from the Month oftheJudge himself, describing the Qrder

H



C 33 )

of the Process at that Day, Matth. xxv. 34, 35. Come

ye Blessed, inherit the Kingdom, &c. For 1 <was Jnin-

gi-j,&c. So 1 Pet. i. 17. Who, without respect of Per

sons, judgeth according to every Mad.s Work. So 2 Cor.

V. 1 O. We must all appear before the "Judgment Scat of ' .''.. '

C.hrift, that every one may receive the .Things done in his

Hody, according to that he hath done, <whether good or

bad. So Rev. XX. 12, 13. They werejudged every Jdan

according to his Works. Heb.xiii. 17. Phil. iv. 17. Mat.

xii. 36, &c. But this is evident already.

2. As it is beyond Doubt that Christ will then justify

Men according to their Works : So 'tis evident, that /.

this is not only to discover the Sincerity of their Faith; w

but that it is also, as they are Parts of that evangelical

Righteousness, which is the Condition of their Justifica

tion.

1 . The very Phrases of the Text import as much,

Mat. xxv. 21, 23. Well done, good and faithful Ser- ,(

want, &c. Mat. xxv. 34, 35. For 1 was hungry, tlfcj-j

And in the rest, According to their Works. Can any

more be said of Faith, than that we are justified or

judged to Life, both for it, and accbrdirig'to it ?

2. But the common Opinion is, That it is to satisfy

the condemned World of the Sincerity of the Faith of

the godly. But this cannot stand with the Truth : For,

- 1 . It is clearly expressed a Ground or Reason of the

Sentence. 2 . And to the Consolation and Justification

of the justified ; and not to the Satisfaction or Convic

tion of others.

3. If God's Justice engage him, not to forget their

Work and Labour of Love, Heb. vi. 10, 11, i2 ; if

the Dead in Christ are blessed, because their Works fol

low them, Rev. xiv. 13; if in every Nation, he that-

feareth God and worketh Righteousness, be accepted

of him, Jfis x. 35; if Men shall reap the Fruit of

well doing in due Time, Gal. vi. 7, 8, 9 ; if Ministers

save themselves, in taking heed to themselves and to their

Doctrine, 1 Tim. iv. 16; if he that doth Righteous

ness is righteous, 1 John iii. 7 ; if whatsoever good

thing any Man doth, the same he shall receive of the

Lord. Ephes vi. 8 ; if hearing and doing be building

on a Rock, Mat. vii. 24; if the Doers of God's Will

be
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be the Mothers, Sisters, and Brothers of Christ, Mat'iai.

50, &c. then the Mention of these Works at Judg

ment, is more than to signify their Sincerity to the con

demned World.

Let me conclude with two or three cautionary Queries

concerning the Inconvenience of the contrary Doc

trine.

£>uery 1. Doth it not needlefly constrain Men to

wrest most plain and frequent Expressions of Scripture ?

i£. 2. Doth it not uphold that dangerous Pillar of

the Antinomian Doctrine, that we must not work or

perform our Duties for Life and Salvation, but only

~ f. -' from Life and Salvation ; that we must not make the

attaining of Justification, or Salvation, an End of our

Endeavours, but obey in Thankfulness only, because

we are saved and justified ? A Doctrine, which, if it

were reduced to Practice by all that hold it, (as I hope

it is not) would undoubtedly damn them : For he that

seeks not, and that striveth not to enter, shall never

enter. Now if good Works, or sincere Obedience to

Christ our Lord, be no Part of the Condition of our full

Justification and Salvation, Who will use them to that

End ? For how it can procure Justification as a Means,

and not by Way of Condition, I cannot conceive.

4L 3. Whether this Doctrine doth not tend to drive

Obedience out of the World ? For if Men do once be

lieve, that it is not so much as a Part of the Condition

of their Justification, Will it not much tend to relax

their Diligence ? I know meer Love and Thankfulness

should be enough ; and so they will, when all our

Ends are attained in our Ultimate End: Then we

shall have nothing to do but to love, and joy, and

praise, and be thankful ; but that is not yet. Sure

as God hath given us the Affections of Fear, and De

sire, and Hope ; so he would have us use them for

the Attainment of our great Ends : Therefore he that

taketh down but one of all our Motives to Obedience,

helps to destroy Obedience itself, seeing we have need

of every Motive that God hath left us.

2>^ 4. Doth it not much confirm the World in their

imaginary Faith ? Sure that Faith, which is by many

thought to justify, is it that People most easily embrace ;

that
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that is, the receiving of Christ for their Saviour, bat not

for their King, nor delivering up themselves to be ruled

by him.

Men are easily persuaded to believe, that Christ will

pardon and save them, and to expect Justification from

him alone : But it is the hardest Thing in the World,

to persuade them really to take him for their Lord, and

his Word for their Law, and to endeavour saithful

Obedience accordingly. Surely the Easiness of the for

mer, and the Difficulty of the latter, tells us, that this

hath more need to be preached than the other, (tho*

some think that nothing is preaching Christ, but preach

ing him as a pardoning, justifying Saviour). Indeed a-

mong the Turks or Indians, that entertain not the

Gospel, it is as necessary to preach his pardoning Of

fice, yea and the Verity of his Natures and Commission :

Therefore the Apostles, when they preached to Jews

or Pagans, did first and chiefly teach them the Person

and Offices of Christ, and the great Benefits which

they might receive by him ; but when they preach (as

James) to Professors of the Christian Faith, they chiefly

urge them to strive to enter ; to fight, that they may -

conquer ; so to run, that they may obtain ; to lay vio

lent Hands upon the Kingdom, and take it by Force,

and to be unwearied in laborious Obedience to Christ

their Lord ; to be stedfast, unmoveable, always abound

ing in the Work of the Lord, forasmuch as they know

their Labour is not in vain in the Lord.

5. Lastly, Is not this excluding of sincere Obedience

from final Justification, the great Stumbling block of

Papists, and that which hath had a great Hand in turn

ing many learned Men from the Protestant Religion to

Popery ? When they see the Language of Scripture in

the forecited Places so plain to the contrary : When

Iilyiicus, Gallus, Amsdorfim, &c. fhall account it a He

resy in George Major to say, that good Works are ne

cefsary to Salvation : When even Melant3t»t''s Credit is

blasted, for being too great a Friend to good Works,

tho' he ascribe not to them the least Part of the Work

or Office of Christ : And when to this Day many Anti-

nomian Teachers, who are magnified as the only

Preachers of Free Grace, do aslert, that there is no more

re-
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required to the perfect irrevocable Justification of ihe

vilest Murderer or Whoremaster, but to believe that he

is justified, or to be persuaded that God loveth him.

Do these Men think that we are perfectly justified

and saved already, before the absolving Sentence at the

great Tribunal, or the Possession of the Kingdom, for

which we wait in Hope. Indeed when we have that

perfect Salvation, we shall not need to seek it, or labour

to attain it; but must everlastingly be thankful to him

that hath purchased it, and to him that hath bestowed

it;. But, in the mean time, he that seeketh not, shall not

find ; and he that runs not, shall not obtain : No, nor

all that seek and run neither, Luke xiii. 24. Luke xii.

31. 2 Tim. ii. 5, - . . ... ,

The common Assertion then, That good If-orh do fol

low "Justification, but not go before it, must be thus un

derstood, viz. Actual Obedience goeth not before the

first Moment of Justification : But, yet it is as true, 1 .

That the taking of Christ for our Lord, and so delivering

up ourselves to his Government, doth in order of Na

ture go before our Justification, 2. That actual Obe

dience, as Part of the Condition, doth in order of Na

ture, go before our Justification, as continued and con

firmed. For tlio' our Marriage Contract with Chnst do

give us the first Posseflion ; yet it is the Marriage Bftties

which must continue that Possession 3. That Perse

verance in faithful Obedience, doth, both in Nature and

Time, go before our compleat and final Justification,

and that as Part of the Condition of obtaining it. Ifhve

rvali in the Light, as be is in the Light, we have Fellow*

Jlip one with another, and the Blood of Jesus Christ his

Son cleanstlb usfiom all Sin, 1 Johni. 7.

For being made perseS, he became the Author of eternal

Salvation to all them that obey him, Heb. v. 9. Of

whom it stiall be said, when they are glorified with him,

These are they that came out os great Tribulation, and

lwve ixasbed their Robes in the Blood of the Lamb, and,

made them white : Therefore they are before the Throne of

God, and serve him Day and Night in his Temfle ; and

he thqtfitteth on the Throne-shall dtvell among them, Re-v^

vii. 14, ij. To whom be Glory for ever. Ame*.
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