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ADVERTISEMENT.

T'nas work has been prepared principally from a life
o the excellent Francke, which appenred at Halle, in
Prdssia, in the year 1827. His name is not unknown to
the public, as it is always associated with the celebrated
Orphan House at Halle, and some works of his which
have been translated into English. The hxstory .of his
life i lS, however, but little known among us at the pre-
sent day ; the only accounts of him, in our language,
being short prefatory notices attached to translations of
two or three of his works, and one or two articles in
religious periodicals.

The life of Francke is one of those which display‘ in
strong colours the power of true faith, and which it is so
improving, as well as interesting, to contemplate. It is,
therefore, the hope of the compiler, that this more ex-
tended account of it will not be unacceptable to the
christian community. ' ‘

In reference to the execution of the work, it is to
be stated, that in the passages which are given as
Francke’s own lunguage, the attempt has been to pre-
sent the thought, rather than the peculiar form of ex-

press mE of the orwmal As an apology for some of
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the defects of the composition, it may be added, that
the best scholars have foukd it difficult to write with
perspicuity and simplicity witb' a German model before
them.

Tt would have been easy to make a larger book, by
giving more numerous extracts from the wntmgs, and
detailing more mmutely the factsin the life of Francke.
‘The present size has, however, been deemed more
appmpnate to the class of readers for whom it is prin-
cipally 1r!§ended—the older scholars in our Sabbath
Schools. To them it is affectionately recommended,
with the prayer, that it mﬁ} be used by the Spirit of
God as a means of bnngmg them to an experience of
the blessedness of true rehgnon. , o

R. B.

Princeton, (N. J.) Sept. ;5, 1830.
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. LIFE OF THE AUTHOR.

Rezeau Broww, the author of the ensuing
v work, was the son of the Rev. Isaac V. Brown,
of Lawrenceville, New Jersey; at which place he
was born, September 30, 1808. He enjoyed un-
_common literary’ and religious privileges in his
childhood, and was remarkable for his rapid pro-
gress in every branch of study. Even at this early
period, however, he was feeble in constitution, and
subject to frequent attacks of quinsy. It was ob-
served- that he was never much addicted to the
common amusements of boys, but derived his
chief entertainment from intellectual pursuits.:

- After a suitable time, he entered the classical
school, of which his father was the prineipal'; and
here his advancement was very encouraging. In
the autumn of 1823, he was admitted to ‘the ju-
nior class in the college of New Jersey, being
then fifteen years of age ; and was uniformly in
the first rank of scholars. During this- period

he resided under the roof-of his uncle, the late
vii
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Dr. John Van Cleve, who will leng be remem-
bered in New Jersey, as a skilful practitioner of
medicine, a proficient in science, and a man of
probity and wisdom. Under his uncle’s guidance
-he made some entrance upon the study of chemis-
try.. But the weakness of his constitutian ren
dered it necessary for him to interrupt all scientific
pursuits, and he set out, in company with a college
friend, upon a tour to Ohio and Kentucky, where
he -passed the autumn of 1825, and the following
winter.. On his return, in-the spring of "1826, he
was. seized with a viplent affection of the lungs,
which reduced him to the brink of the grave.
As soon as he -had recovered his common health,
he commenced the study of medicine, with cha-
racteristie enthusiasm. And it is the unanimous
conviction of all competent judges who knew him,
that he was wonderfully fitted for this profession ;
possessing sagacity, tenderness, unflinching deter-
minaiton, singular dexterity, and an amount of
chemieal -and medical knowledge which already
marked him out for eminence. .

But Providence was preparing him for otha
pursuits. Among his papers is found one, entis
 tled, Meditations on my religious character and
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exercises, which contains the following observa-
tions: “ There has, no -doubt; happened. a- great
change in my character, which I date in March,
1827. I was, before that, a mere worldling, care-
less of eternity, thoughtless of my own eternal
intérests, and of those around me, a profane swear-
er, Sabbath-breaker, and every thing else that was
wicked ; though only to that degree which was
quite consistent with. a decent exterior, and what
were considered quite regular and moral habits in
a young man. At the time mentioned, I was led
in a most sudden and surprising way, when I was
alone one evening, to look upon myself as a deeply
depraved and guilty sinner, and to experience, in
a lively manner, the feeling of my desert-of hell.
But in the course of a few days I was -enabled, as
I thought, to cast myself on the Lord Jesus Christ
as my Redeemer ; and I felt, through him, a sweet
sense of forgiveness, and reconciliation with God.”
This is a brief and simple account ; but what more
eould be said in a volume? It is an epitome of
the saving exercises of every redeemed soul. In
June, 1827, he was admitted to the communion
of the church in his-native village. The follow-
ing winter he passed in New Haven, availing him.
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self of the instructions of professors Gibbs and
- Silliman. Here he attended to chemistry, anatomy,
and mineralogy, besides spending some time upon
several of the oriental languages. - In the spring
of 1828, he received .the appointment of tutor in
the college of New. Jersey; in which situation he
eontinued two years and a half. He had now de-
voted himself to .the work of the ministry, and
was diligently engaged in preparatory studies. . It
‘'was pleasing to his friends to observe, that he
steadily increased in grace, becoming at: once
more. tenderly devout, and more warmly active,
Especially did he.labour for the. conversion of
his impenitent friends, a work which ‘often re-
quires both energy and ‘self-denial. In’ 1831, he
renounced -all his merely literary employmerits, in
order to give himself up to his sacred calling. As
an officer of the college, he had been conscientious,
faithful, and acceptable. But he found time for
otner labours, and in some of these he is believed
to have been instrumental in the conversion of a
number of souls. It was during this period that
he prepared, chiefly from sources in the German
language, the work to which these remarks form
the introduction. Throughout his life the cause
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of Sunday-sehools was' particularly dear to him,
and in its' behalf he wrote and laboured exten-
In the month of - April, 1831, he was admitted
to -the ministry of the gospel. Shortly after he
was called to preach frequently at Rocky Hill,
Somerset, where there was a great religions awa-
kening, whieh resalted, as is supposed, in the con-
version of as many as a ‘hundred and twenty-five
persons. Day after day he was engaged, publicly,
and- from house to- house, and it is evident to all
who knrew him, that the experience of this favour-
ed season gave an impulse to his Christian feelings,
and a mould to his character, which were discerni-
ble throughout his few remsining yesrs. In Oe-
tober, 1831, he went as « missionary to Morgan-
town in Virginia. He preached siatediy at thiee
different places; about fiftcen miles spart. - Con-
stant exercise sn horseback was adventageous to
his heatth, or suspended the merbid aetion of his
system ; - and his services were acceptable, and
accompanied with the divine blessing. Among
other efiects of his assiduous labour, a chureh was
organized in a very destitute spot on Laurel Moun-
tain, which has reeeived the name of Breww’s
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churck. “During my acquaintance with  hin
(writes‘ one of a différent ‘Christian persuasion), 1
never knew a conversation of five minutes’ dura-
tion, in which some religious or moral maxim was
~ not thrown out, and that with an aim so certain,
as never to. fail of more or less effect.”” His let-
ters, and " papers evince, ahout this time, a g}eat
watchfulness over his own soul, and a growing
interest in the subject of foreign missions, to whieh
he often thought of -devoting his life.

" In June, 1832, Mr. Brown returned.to his fa-
ter’s house. Shortly after his return he again
eonnected himsgelf with the Theological Seminary
in Princeton, and sat dawn to study with an inten-
sity of applieation, which conld scarcely be justified
in his condition of body. His pursuits were va-
rious. He read French and German. He renew-
ed his critical study of the original Scriptures,and
daily read large portions of the Greek Testament
with Mr. J. Read Eckard, now a missionaryin
Ceylon. He wrote sermons and essays, and en-
‘tered ‘upon the laborious work of compiling a
Seripture Gazetteer for the American Sunday-
school Union. By these literary pursuits, and
frequent preaching in the neighbouring churches,
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he agnin enfeebled his health. Various- flattering
nvitations were tendered to him, and among the
rest a professorship of ehemistry in a southern
ecollege; but he was unwilling to ascede to any
of them. . Nothing was more evident to his
friends, than the steady, healthful growth eof his
- religious character; and he evineed the genial
glow of settled Christian love, without noise, and.
without asperity.

In the autumn he returned to Phi}udelphu, to
assist an intimate friend in the editorial condaet
of a religious journal. There were several churehe
es in the city at that time destitute of pastors;
and no Lord’s-dey passed in- which Mr. Biown
did net preach—sometimes more than once. To-
wards the end of March, 1833, he was seized
with a eatarrh, and, while under its pressure, con-
ducted two public services en the Lond’s-day.
In the interval of services, he .was observed to
lie upon a sofa, pallid and exbausted. The next
day a, hectie flush mantled his ebeek, and his
pulse was alarmingly accelerated. There was ne
time to be last, and he hastened to hie father's
houwsa The pulmonary disorder was evidemtly
sested and oenfirmed, anzd‘ notwithstanding every
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change of scene, and every application of medi-
cal skill and affectionate attention, he gradually
sank. He had just matured a plan for 2. voyage
to Europe, in company with an early and mest
intimate friend. His object was to travel through
the most interesting literary fields, and to. repair
to the chief universities: of Germany, to acquire
the languages, and to coinplete‘ his familiarity
. with Biblical and classical antiquities, oriental let-
ters, and the natural sciences. But Providence
was apening his way to a “better country, even
a heavenly.”” On the few occasions in which he
was -able to engage in conversation, he declared
the firmness of his Christian hope. To the writer
of this sketch, he said: “I have no expectiioii
of recovery. I am fully acquainted with the nature
of my disease, and am aware that I am. a dying
man. Iam relieved from all fear, and entertain 2
calm hope of heaven.” His dissolution was, how-
"ever, somewhat unex};ected ‘to his beloved mother
(who- has since followed him to a better world),
and, as is thought, to himself: for after a night
of unusual exemption from coughing, and of calm
repose, he awoke about three o’clock in the morn-
ing, of September .10th, 1833, in an exhausted,
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sinking state, and in a_few minutes’ was joyfully
surprised by the message, and entered into rest.

In taking a brief review of the life and character
of this interesting young man, it will not be neces-
sary to protract our remarks much further. It may
not be out of place to say, that with regard to
personal appearance, Mr. Brown possessed every
advantage. Though slender, he was above the
common height, and had the appearance of great-
er strength than he really possessed. His whole
exterior was marked by graceful dignity ; and his
calm and somewhat pensive countenance, in which
regularity of feature was joinedl with an-expres-
sion of intelligence and gentleness, was highly
prepossessing. Of his manners, it is enough to
say that he was, in every sense of the term, a
Christian gentleman ‘

His intellect was above the common order.
Such was his inquisitiveness with regard to all
useful knowledge, that it may be doulted whether
his reigning fault was not the diftusion of his
powers‘over. too vast a field. Languagé, both
ancient and modern, belles lettres, criticism, che-
mustry, physic, anatomy, angi physiology, were his
favourite pursuits. ' '
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But it is to his character as a Christian, dedicating
all his talents and acquirements to the service of
Christ, that we turn with most satisfaction. His
piety was infelligent, founded on the word of
God, and drawing daily sustenance from estab
Mshed means. Especially were self-examination
and prayer made obligatory by his  resolutions.
His piety was symmetrical and consistent. By
this we do not mean any thing like an -exemption
from fault. The defects of his temper and life
were manifest to himself. Yet they were mera
spois upon a very fair tablet. And the general
tenor of his religious life was uniform, elevated,
scriptural, without intermission, without enthu
siasm, and without eccentricity. It was progres-
sive. He grew from month to month, and from
year to year. 1t was active. Benevolence was
the principle, and daily beneficence was the fruit
which he aimed to produce. The good of souls
was his determined object. His mind was always
teeming with plans of usefulness. Among these,
a favourite one, was a happy scheme for the print-
ing and circulation of religious books, which he
warmly advocated in private conversation and ir
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public agddresses, and which is- spread out in a
manuscript found among his papers.

Liberality towards all objects of benevolence
marked his character. Besides considerable sums
of money supplied by his father, from time to
time, the most of his’ salary, as a tutor in the col-
lege, and his earnings elsewhere, were devoted to
the cause of education and missions, and the pub-
lication of -evangelical books and tracts.

Says one who knew him well—*I-have seldom
known a young Christian who gave more satis-
factory evidence of zeal, consistent and fervent
piety. His views of divine truth were, from the
moment of his. first religious impressions, clear and
scriptural. - His convictions of sin were deep and
pungent, and his faith in the Redeemer lively and
joyful. I fully believe that, from that moment,
love to the Saviouli became the predominant affec-
tion of his mind, and the governing principle of.
his life. There was habitual seriousness on his
mind, which produced a becoming gravity in his
deportment, without rendering him gloomy or
austere ; and in all religious exercises of a social
kind, he manifested a solemnity and tenderness,
which indicated that thzse things were not mere
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matters of .form, but privileges in which his sot
took a deep interest, and from whlch he derive
the purest pleasure.”

When we see the young and active servant oi
God, in the midst of fruitful labours, snatched away
from the midst of us, we are too ready to suppose

that he is lost to the kingdom of Messiah. Oh,

no! he has gone to “be ever with the Lord,”” to
that city where “there shall be no more curse;
but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be
in it, and Ais servants shall serve him.” In a
higher sphere, and with nobler powers, he gives
his tribute of obedience to the Master whom he
loved. There, no. error misleads his understand-
ing, or drops from his lips; no inconstancy or
lukewarmness checks his service; no unhallowegd
fire is mingled with the incense of his praise ; all,
all is knowledge, and love, and rectxtude, without
a blemish or defect.
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EXPLANATIONS

AND

4. The front building of the orphan-house.

B. Dwelling-house of the orphan boys and German

school-house.

;€. New house for orphan girls

D. 01d house for orphan girls. :

a. Yard attached to the old house for orphan girls.

E. The English house. Some families from Great Britain
" sent children to be educated by Francke, and. they occupied
, this house. Hence the name.

F. The buildings of the singing and dining-halls.
( b, The bake-house,

¢, The new bake-house.

d. Dwelling-house of the farmer.

e. The slanghter-house and wash-house.

J. Bams.

£. Stables for cattle.

28. Wood-houses.

_A. Depository of books. In the early days of the insti-
tution, an individual who had been engaged in theological
studies, was upon a visit to Francke, and was so much de-
lighted with his establishment, and the spirit with which
he managed it, that he made up his mind to reside with him.
This individ.al took to the great book-feir at Leipsic some

XiX
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XX EXPLANATIONS.

copies of a little book, which was among the first printed
at the orphan-house, and was laughed at for his small
stock ; but in the life-time of Francke, this same individual
was at Leipsic with the largest stock of books at the fair.
The king of Prussia was on a visit to the orphan-house,
and had an interview with this person; and among other

things, asked him, ¢ What is the amount of your salary ¥ .

Clapping his hands to his sides, he said, *“ What I have
here, and my victuals and drink.” The king tapped him
on the shoulder, and said, I wish I had such servants.”

G. The long building for students and scholars.
f. Back-yards of the orphan-house.

k. Back buildings of the orphan-house.

H, The Bible-house.

Canstein, a nobleman of Germany, in the beginning of
the last century, seeing the want of Bibles, procured, at his
own expense, a sufficient fount of type to print the Bible
without distributing any part of it. By this very near ap-
proach to stereotyping, the Bible was afforded so cheap,
that the poor could buy it, and many were given away.
This nobleman, on the decease of his daughter, gave to the
orphan-house a very large estate.

1. Bible printing office.

1. Bible depository.

m. Engine-house.

K. Thé orphan-house hospital,

L. The library.

M. New farm-house.

N. Royal seminary, or seminary where the languages
are tanght.
. n. The wings of the royal seminary.

“aa, The front yard of the royal seminary.

i
|
\
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e. 9, The back buildings of the royal seminary.

¢ The old brew-house.
" ». The monument of Francke. -

rr. Pleasure gardens.

8. Botanical gardens.

t. The alley in the plantanon for the students.

0. Depository of building materials.

P. Warkshops in building yard.

" Q. The wagon-road of the orphan-house.-

R. The gate of entrance to the orphan-house:

8. The inner red gate. .

T. The outer red gate. ‘

V. The medicinal garden. ‘

‘ W. The black gate in the field-garden.

o. Dwelling-house of the supenntendent of the water-
works.

w. The dye-honse .

z. The garden-house in the plantation.

zz. The old sand-pit.

y. The place where they keep the cocoons,

yy. The nursery in the plantation.

z. Walks in the field-garden and plantation.

z. The green-house in the orphan garden.

l. The Golden Rose. This house, before Francke bought
the property, was occupied as a public house, and from the
sign was called the Golden Rose. It was formerly occupied
by the director of the establishment.

2. Dwelling-houses for the officers, clerks, &e.

3. Dwelling-houses for the widows of directors.

5. The dwelling-house where sundry respectable females
are maintained out of the interest of a legacy bequeathed to
the orphian-house.

6, 7, 8, 9, 10, Dwelhng-housoa

A2
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11. The house of the Jewish institute near the Berlin-
square. ' i

Dr. Callenberg established this institution, 1732. Since
1736, a new period began, and the labour for the conversion
of the Jews was blessed. After the. decease of Dr. Cal-
lenberg, M. Stephen Schulze succeeded him in the directory
of this institution; and after his decease in 1776, Pastor
Beyer succeeded him. :

The Missionary Society at Berlin has two xmsstonanes
among the Jews in Poland, and for. these several years
. they have laboured under many difficulties, yet not without
success. )

At the north-western corner of the plan wlll be seen the
place for shooting at the mark. This place is a dry ditch, or
moat, outside the wall of the city of Halle. In the year
1538, the frying-pan makers formed themselves into an as~
sociation, under the name of the ¢ Archer Society,” and
used to assemble at this place to shoot at a mark witha
cross-bow. This use of the place was long since abandoned,
and the ground appropnated to other purposes; the society,
however, still receive the rent, and admit as members such
persons as they please, besides frying-pan manufacturers.
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AUGUSTUS HERMANN FRANCKE.

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

In estimating the character of an indivi-
dual, we are to take into consideration the
situation and circumstances in which he is
placed; for nothing is more manifest than
that they exert a strong -influence upon his
character. Such is the nature of man, that
he cannot avoid receiving more or less im-
pression from his education—associates—the
state of moral feeling in his country—and
the varied events of his life. If all this influ-
ence be salutary, we look upon him who be-
comes profligate and licentious, as almost a
monster; and, on the contrary, we admire him
who, surrounded by wicked men and educated

. 7
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under their influence, dares to live a moral and
religious life. It is precisely thus in the his-
tory of professed christians. It is generally
found that even those who call themselves
the children of God, and confess their obliga-
tions to live devoted to his service, sink to
the level of religious feeling which prevails
around them ; or, if it be more elevated than
their own, attempt to rise to the same stand-
ard. Of course, then, that person, who, in
the midst of surrounding coldness and inac-
tivity, resists this downward influence, and
manifests the true spirit of the gospel, de-
serves our esteem more than one who mani-
fests the same spirit in more favourable cir-
cumstances. It is for this reason that we
admire the character of the leaders of the
Reformation, and” hold up Luther and Me-
lancthon as examples for our imitation.

If these things be true, there has seldom
lived a man who more deserves our admira-
tion than the subject of this little biography.
He stands out, with a few others, in the his-
tory of his times, as a light in a dark place,
exhibiting; under very unfavourable circum-
stances, a faith and zeal truly remarkable. A



MEMOIRS OF FRANCKE. 9

little more than a century before, the Ger-
man church, under the influence of the Re-
formers, had cast off the bonds of the Romish
hierarchy, and begun again to manifest the
influence of a purer doctrine ‘than had been
taught for centuries.. But scarcely had the
holy men, who stood at the head of that move-
ment, been gathered to their fathers, when
symptoms of decline began to be seen. In-
stead of cleaving to the Scriptures as the sole
standdrd of faith, and directing their lives ac-
cording to scriptural precepts, their successors
suffered themselves to be involved in unpro-
fitable controversies with the Romanists, in
which they made more use of the arguments
of an absurd philosophy, than of the simple
declarations of the Bible. As an almost in-
evitable consequence, preachers and people
began tocontent themselves with an adherence
to the doctrines of religion, without regard to
their influence upon the heart and life. In
the latter part of the sixteenth, and during
most of the seventeenth centuries, the minis-
ters of the Lutheran church possessed little -
more than a mere correct, speculative belief,
without the fruits of the Spirit. Their attach-



10 MEMOIRS OF FRANCKE.

ment to the forms. of their church and their
creed became, as is common, the more bigoted
in proportion as the vital principles of the
system were neglected. Every deviation from
their views was denounced as heresy.. Con-
troversial theology was the favourite study,
and the examination and interpretation of the
Bible was considered as of minor importance.
A celebrated theologian, who began a course
of lectures an the book of Isaiah, was com-
pelled to stop at the end of the first chapter
for want of attendants. The consequence of
all this was, that the preachers, instead of ex-
plaining- and applying to their hearers the
declarations of God’s word, employed: their
time in discussing the disputed doctrines of’
their day, or in discoursing upon the most
frivolous topics. The Bible became an un-
known book to the bewildered people, who
“perished for lack of vision.”

This lamentable state of things was not to
continue long. - It pleased God to raise up
men who began their efforts to bring about a
change in the state of theological opinion, by
making the Bible and the writers of the early
church a more general subject of study. It
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wag necessary however, in -addition to. this,
to give, if possible, a more practical character
to religion.. Many pious laymen -had been
driven, by the want of spiritual nourishment,
which was not to be found in the cold, contro-~
versial styleof preaching so common, to study,
in a more private way, the truths of the Bible,
“and apply them to themselves. But they were
not sufficiently guarded:against error them-
selves to produce any very extensive effect.
Pious and learned theologians.were needed
for this purpose, and these were providentially
provided in the persons of Arnd, Gerhard,
and Andree. These excellent men prepared
the way for the introduction of a better state
of things, which was brought about princi-
pally through the agency of Phlhp Spener.
This remarkable man was born in Alsace in
1635, and, after filling various important sta-
tions in the church, died at Berlin in 1705.
It was the grand object of Spener to bring
theology to a more' complete conformity to
the model of Scripture, and give it a move
practical character. . He urged the necessity
of founding the doctrinal views of the minis-
ter entirely upon the Bible; and maintained
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that no one could properly preach the gospe.
who had not felt its transforming power. He
exclaimed against the. prevailing style of.
preaching, and declared his -belief that the
doctrines of sin, redemption, and sanctifica~
tion should be the principal subjects of illus-
tration and application. In his zeal for the
improvement of the clergy, he did not neglect
the interests of the people, .His sermons were
of an eminently practical character, and pro-
duced the most desirable results wherever de-
livered. - In addition to his public preaching,
he held little social meetings in various places,
and presented on these occasions the truth of’
God in a-more familiar manner, sometimes
conversing with individuals, at others asking:
questions upon and explaining his discoursea
which they had heard. . His influence thus
constantly increased as he advanced in life,
and in Berlin became very great, not only
among the people, but with the Elector him

~ self and his court. On account of this he was
enabled to direct, to some extent, the appoint-
ment of the professors in the new university
at Halle; so that he may be considered, in
a considerable measure, the author of all the
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good which that umverSLty aﬁm'wnrds aooom
plished. ' ,
But this . wide extended and exeellent mﬂu-
ence which Spener exerted, instead of secur-
mg universal esteem, seems only.to have ex-
cited the enmity of a large number of his
countrymen. That large class of theologians
which we have above described, looked-upc')n
his piety and zeal as mere hypocrisy, and op-
posed him ‘with all their might. They at-
tacked his writings and himself in the most
violent manner; and among other epithets
which they applied to him was that of Pietist,
a term about equivalent to Puritan in English
history. ''The name soon became a common
epithet for those who manifested any remark-
able degree of pious feeling ; and as the influ-
ence of Spener had awakened many to vital
religion, and as this number constantly in-
creased, it continued for a long time to be
applied to all the evangelical part* of the

# It is, however, but just to state, that there were some among
those who professed to be followers of Spener, who acted in a
very improper manner, and taught some very erroneous doc-
trines. The number of these was very small, compared with
that of the truly pious; and the enemies of the Pietists did not
take any pains to distinguish the good from the evil. Evemw

B
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Lutheran church: By many, who, like the
apostles, rejoiced that they were permitted to
suffer shame for the name of Christ, the epi-

thet was considered as an honourable testi-

mony of their character, and as such they

continued to -use it, though in a different
sense from-that which was 1nbended by those
who invented it. - :

- About the time when Spener was begmnmg
to see the blessed effects of his labours, there
appeared upon the stage a young divine, who
was destined by.God to be a principal means
of contmumg the revival of religion which
was now begun in Germany:. This was
Francke, the subJect of these memoirs: ‘

one who differed from themselves in the wa:mth of his feelmgs.
or who manifested any disposition for a change in the state of
thoehureh. was at once set down as belongmgtothuhmdlect

N
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' CHAPTER I IR
Early History. ’
Auens'ws HBRMANN FRANCKE was born at
Lubeck, in the northern part of Germany, on
the 23d day of March, 1660.* In the yeat
1666, his parents removed from that place to
Gotha, where his father was appointed court
counsellor and director of schools for that
principality, by Duke Ernst the Pious. Of
this parent it pleased God to deprive him, by
death, at the age of seven years. . '
His father had been particularly attentive
to the education of this, his only son. He had
with all a father’s anxiety, instilled into the
mind of his child the principles of ‘the chris-
tian religion, taught him by example and pre-
cept his duties to God and man, and em-
ployed for him in addition a private teacher.
After his father’s death, his mother pursued
the same course with him, until his thirteenth

* His father was John ancke, a doctor of hwn. and a dxsun
guished officer of the church.
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year. He states, that at this time, study
was to him more pleasant than any other
employment, which must appear not a little
surprising at such an age. He was, also, dur-
ing this whole period, more or less interested
in the subject of religion. In his tenth year he
‘was so completely weaned frcm the common
desires and amusements of childhood, that
he asked his mother for a little room, which
he might call his own, where he might study
and pray without interruption. This request
was granted ; and it was his habit, when he
returned from his teacher, to retire there, and,
closing the door, to pray earnestly to God.
It is stated, that he used to say frequently at
these times, “ Lord, all things and-all persons
will, in the end, be made to glorify thee: but
I pray that thou wouldst so order my whole
life, that it may be spent to thy glory alone.”
His youngest sister seems to have exerted a
most happy influence upon him. She was
three years older than himself, and, to all ap-
pearance, loved God from her infancy; and
being one of the most lovely and cheerful of
the family, and nearest to his age, he was
tenderly attached to her. She taught him to
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imitate her in carefully and frequently read-
ing the Bible and other serious- books, andy
among the rest, Arnd’s “ True Clmstlamty :
But it was his lot to be soon after separated
from this sister; for God took her to himself
at an early age. After the death of his sis-
ter, he was left without any one who would
so directly influence his feelings and conduct.
" ‘The little spark which had been enkindled in
his bosom was not, however, -extinguished,
though it did not burn with the same vigour
as before. He was exposed, too, to the effect
of evil example in his daily intercourse, which
blunted, to some extent, the tenderness of his
feelings, and caused him, in after times, much
sorrew, for it led him to neglect these early
mﬂuences of the Spirit.

" In his thirteenth year, he was ‘sent to the
Gymnasium, or public school at Gotha,where,
notwithstanding his youth, he was soon dis-
tinguished on account of his attainments. He
received the year after the certificate of pre-
paration for the University; but, being too
young to pursue his studies there with advan-
tage, he spent the next two years at home in
studying the languages more extensively than

2B
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was usual in the schools at that time. He
manifested, even at this period, a taste for
theology, read .a number of works of that
- character, and determined to pursue his stu-
dies, in reference to the minjstry.* But, not-
withstanding this, he acknowledges, that pride
and ambition had a strong control -over his
conduct, and ‘that his zealin the pursuit of
knowledge hindered his attention to more im-
portant concerns. He continued, however, his
babits of private prayer, and seems, in ge- -
neral, to have been prudent and moral in his
deportment.
- At the age of sixteen, he went to the Um-
versity of Erfurt. ' He attended the lectures
upon history, metaphysicks, geography, and
Hebrew, until the autumn of the same year,
(1679,) when, in consequence of the offer of
a scholarship in the University of Kiel, of
which his uncle had the direction, he went to
that place.

In Kiel, Francke hved in the famxly of the

‘lt sbould \!o fema.rked, in exphnl.tmn'of this, that at.that
time the only qualifications which were generally thought neces-
sary for a minister of the gospel, were external morality of
oonduct, and an attachment to the forms of the church.
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celebrated and excellent professor Kortholt.
He attended his lectures on theology, enjoyed
the advantages of his library, and received
from him, in connexion with' one other stu-

dent, private ‘instructions in church history ‘
and philosophy. Besides these, he heard lec-
tures upon natural history, and some other
subjects, and studied the English language,
all of which he attended to principally in re-
ference to their connexion with theology.
While at this place, he seems to have been,
as is too frequently the case, so much ab-
sorbed in his studies, as to have little time or
disposition for attention to the more important
subject of religion. In speaking of himself,
he says, “I knew how, at that time, to dis-
cuss all the doctrines of theology and morals,
and could prove them from the Bible. I was
correct in my external conduct, and neglected
none of the forms of religion; but my head,
not my heart, was' affected. Theology was
to me a mere science, in which only my me-
mory and judgment were .concerned. = I did
not make it practical. When I read the
Bible, my effort was to become acquainted
with its doctrines, not to apply them to my-
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self; and though I wrote volumes of notes
upon it, I never took care that its precepts
should be written on my heart.” The influ-
ence which Kortholt exerted upon him, at this
penod, was such as to lead him, at times, to
pray eamestly, that God ‘would change his
heart, and give him the spirit of his.children.
He often walked alone upon the sea-shore in
the neighbourhood,.and meditated upon three
things:—how he -should become holy—how
he should become learned—and how he should
acquire the. talent of making his knowledge
" useful to others. He was, however, still in
darkness as to the means.of obtammg the
favour of God and deliverance from sin.
After a residence of three years at this
“place, and the completion of the usual course
of study, being dissatisfied with his know-
ledge of Hebrew, he determined to go and
put himself-under the direction of the famous
Hebrew teacher, Ezra Edzardi, at Hamburg.
It may not be uninteresting to state, in few
words, the plan of study recommended to him.
He was directed to make himself thoroughly
acquainted with the signification of all the
words in the first four chapters of Genesis, and
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not to trouble himself for the present with the
grammar. He was syrprised and disappointed.
at this advice, but followed it;. and when he-
next went to his teacher, found, to his satis-.
faction, that he had become master of one
third of the words in the Hebrew language.
Edzardi now advised him to read the Bible.
through again and again, and afterwards'
to study the language more accurately.— .
After spending two months in Hamburg, he
returned to his friends and. family at Gotha.
He remained here during the next year, and
did, in that time; read the Bible seven times
through in. Hebrew, and thus became familiar
with the language. He acquired, at this time,
too, a knowledge of the French language.
While he was at Gotha, his religious feelings
revived and strengthened. Practical piety
was more the object of his desire than it had
for a long time been, and he felt more deeply
its necessity. He did not, however, feel the -
impropriety of attempting, by all his diligence,
to obtain only the honours, and pleasures,
and riches of this world. Inconsistent as it
seems with his expectations of preaching the
gospel, which declares the friendship of the
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world to be enmity with God, his expecta-
tions of happiness all centered here; and the
thought, that the earth, with all its enjoy-
ments, is passing away, appears to have too
seldom entered his mind. He was yet under
the dominion of a carnal and depraved heart,
although he knew that' God demanded and
deserved-all his love and obedience.
Early in the year 1684, Francke received
a proposal from a young theologian at Lelp-
zig, that he should' become his instructor in
Hebrew,and his room-mate. He accepted this
offer and was so successful in the instruction
of his pupil, that he became a distinguished
scholar, and eventually prof'essor of oriental
languages in Wittemberg. ' The peculiar.ad-
vantages which he here enJoyed enabled him
to make rapid progress in knowledge. He
attended lectures upon various subjects, and
acquired the Rabbinical and Italian lan-
guages. Another ‘means of improvement
~which he enjoyed, was intercourse with the
learned men who were collected around the
University, by all of whom he was known and
beloved. In 1685, he received the degree of
Master of arts, and began, soon after, to de-
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liver lectures, which were well attended by
the students, who, at. the German Universi-
ties, are at liberty to attend the instructions
of whatever teacher they please. To im-
prove himself in the interpretation of the
- Scriptures, he united with another private
teacher in the formation of a “Society for -
the Study of the Bible.” ‘The plan of con-
ducting the meetings of this Society was, that
some one-should read a passage from the
Bible-and explain it; and afterwards the re-
maining members should make their remarks.
Their meetings were two hours long, half of
which time they spent upon the Old and half
upon the New Testament. The primary de-
sign was to improve in the understanding of
the Scriptures; but in time their remarks as-
sumed a more practical character, and they -
began to consider the application of the truths
of God’s word, as an important part of their
plan. The members of this association in-
creased so much, that they were compelled to
obtain a larger room than the one they nowoc-
cupied, and it became so important in the view
of the professors, that one of them presided at
the meetings. In this way, Francke was the
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means of doing much towards the restoration
of proper views of theology, even before his
conversion, by directing the attention of the
students to the fountain of all true knowledge
of divine thmgs,whlch was then so much ne-
glected. -

In the year 1687 the support of the scho-
larship which Francke had enjoyed at Kiel,
was again offered him, with the advice, that -
he should spend some time at Luneburg under
the care of the learned and pious Sandhagen.
This offer he accepted, and soon aﬁer left
Leipzig for that place. '
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CHAPTER L.
His residence at Luneburg.

- Francke was accustomed to call Luneburg
the place of his spiritual birth. It was here
that he was led to the adoption of those views,
and to. the exercise of those feelings which
so strikingly mark his after life, and which
brought upon him so much censure from the
enemies of vital piety. We have already
given some account of his spiritual state, up
to the time of his departure for Leipzig. - At
that place, he manifested much zeal in the
study of the word of God, and some inclina~
tion to a more-devoted life ; but still he did
not feel at ease with himself. There was
something wanting to his happiness—a void
i his soul which the world could not fill. He
knew that he was far from being in-either a
safe or proper state, but was, notwithstand-
ing, unacquainted with his own heart and
his spiritual helplessness. He was without
that faith which consists not in an exercise
of the intellect—which is not a thing of mere

c
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knowledge-—but a sincereconfidence and trust
in God, and a sense of the preciousness of
the Saviour.

Francke has given an account of this part

-of his life and of his conversion, of which the
following is the substance:—¢ About the
twenty-fourth year of my age, I began to
feel, more than ever before, my wretched con-
dition as to spiritual things, and to desire
more ardently that I might be delivered from
it. I do not remember that any external
means led to this result, unless it may have
been my theological and biblical studies,
which I pursued, however, with an entirely
worldly spirit. - T was surrounded at this time
‘(at Leipzig,) with the temptations which
worldly society constantly presents, and was
not a little affected- by them. But, in the
midst of them, God, of his mercy, sent his
Spirit to lead me away from every earthly
good, and inclined me to humble myself be-
fore Him, and pray for grace to serve him in
¢ newness of life.’ These words of Scripture
were impressed upon my mind: ¢ For when
ye ought for the time to be teachers, ye have
need that one teach you again what are the
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first principles of the oracles of God.” (Heb.
v. 12.)—I had been engaged in the study of
theology for nearly seven years, and was. fa-
miliar with the doctrines of our church, and
‘could defend them against opposers; I had
read the Bible much, and many other prac- -
tical works; but all had only affected my un-
derstanding ; my heartwas as yet unchanged,
and it was necessary for me to begin anew
to be a Christian. I found myself so deplo-
rably situated, so bound to earthly things,-
and so attached to the pursuit of knowledge,
that though I felt the need of reformation, I
was like one cast into a mire, who can only
stretch out his hands and ask for aid. But:
. God, in his infinite compassion, did not leave-
me in this helpless condition. He removed
obstacle after obstacle from before me, and
thus prepared the way for my deliverance
from the bonds of sin. - I became diligent
using the means of grace, and neglected no
opportunity of worshipping and serving Him..
I began to see a little light dawning upon my
path, but it was more like twilight than the
perfect day. I seemed to have placed one
foot upon the threshold of the temple of life
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and salvation, but lingered there, being too.
much attracted by the temptations of the’
world to enter. The conviction of my duty
was very strong, but my habits were so fixed
upon me, that I could not avoid indiscretions
in word and action, which caused the keenest
pain. At the same time, there was such.a
change in my feelings, that I now' longed
after and loved holiness, spoke of it frequently,
and declared to some of my friends, that I
was determined to live, hereafter, a godly life.
Such a change was observable in me, that
some of them thought me a very devoted
Christian ; but I know well that I was, at that
time, too much under the influence of the
world, and that my resistance to my evil dis-
positions was very feeble. How miserable
would have been my comdition, had I con-
tinued in this state, grasping earth with one
hand, and reaching after heaven with the
other—desiring to enjoy both the world and
God, but being at peace with neither! How
great is the love of God manifested to men
through Christ Jesus! He did not cast me off
for ever, as I richly deserved, on account of
my heinous sinfulness, but bore with me, sup-
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ported my weakness, and enabled me to seek
him.. I can testify, from my own experience,
that man has no ground of complaint against
God in the matter of his salvation, for he ever
opens the door of mercy to the soul that sin-
cerely seeks his grace. - He has taken me by
the hand and led me forward as a tender pa-
rent does her offspring, and even when I
would have left his side, he has brought me
back again. He has, in answer to my ‘prayer,
placed me now in a situation where the world
reed not allure me from the path of duty,and
where I have every advantage for servmg
him.” ,
‘This situation to which he alludes was-that
at Luneburg, where he was free from the dis-
tracting cares and duties; as well as the
temptations of Leipzig, and enjoyed the so-
ciety of a few truly devout Christians. He
now made the duties of religion a constant
object of his atterition, and devoted much of
his time to secret prayer and meditation. -
Shortly after his arrival at Luneburg, he
was appointed to preach a sermon in the’
church of St. John, principally with the design
of giving him the opportumty of i unprovmg
c2
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himself in the art of public speaking.- But his'
mind was now in such a state that he could
not be satisfied with the idea of merely
making a display of his talents before the:
people; he desired rather to do them good.
While he was thus meditating, he fell upon

the text, “But these things are written that

ye might believe on the Son of God, and that
ye might have life through his name,” and .
chose it as the subject of his sermon. From
these words he proposed to show the nature
of true faith in Christ, as distinguished from a
merely imaginary or speculative belief. While
reflecting upon this passage, the thought arose
in his mind, that he himself had no such faith
as that which he was about to describe; and
so much did it affect him, that he neglected
his sermon entirely, and turned his attention
to himself. He sought, in various ways, to
obtain that state of feeling which he desired ;
but the more he strove, the greater was his
doubt and difficulty. He found no relief either

-in the word of God or the writings of pious-
men ;- all were alike obscure and unmeaning

to him. « My whole past life,” says he, “ now
came before my mind, and I could look over
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every part of it as one who exammes a eity
from some lofty steeple. At first, my atten-
tion ‘was attracted by .individual sins; but.
soon I forgot them in the contemplation of
that one which had been the fountain of all
the rest, unbelief.” This discovery of himself -
threw him into the greatest distress. He had
neither rest nor peace, but spent his time
principally alone in his apartment, sometimes
restlessly walking up and down—and then,
falling upon his knees, and praying “to the
God whom he did not know,” as he expresses
it ; sometimes saying, “If there be.a God, oh!
Jet him have mercy on me.”

«QOne Sabbath,” he continues, ¢ it seemed
to me, that I could not, in this state of mind,
preach the sermon which had been appointad
me, and I thought of postponing it again; for
I could not bear the idea of preaching against
my own experience, and deceiving the people
as to my own state. . I felt deeply what it is'
to have no God upon whom my soul could
depend: to mourn over ‘sin, and yet know
not why it was, or what it was that caused
me such distress; to-deplore my wretched
ness, and yet know no way of deliverance—
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no Saviour; even. to be 1gnorant whether
there was a God who could be angry with
nie! In this state of anguxsh I kneeled down
again and again, and prayed, earnestly to

that God and Saviour in whom I had, as yet,

no faith, that if He indeed existed, he would
deliver me from my misery. At last he heard
me! He waspleased, in his wondrous love, to
manifest himself, and that, not in teking away,
by degrees, my doubts and fears, but at once,
. and as if to overpower all my objections to
- nis power and his faithfulness. AN my doubts
disappeared af once, and I was assured of his
Javour. 1 could not only call him God, but
my Father. All my distress was dispelled,

and I was, as it were, inundated with a flood
of joy, so that I could do nothing but praise
and bless the Lord. I had bowed before Him
" in the deepest mlsery, but I arose with ‘inde-
scribable peaceand joy. Iseemed to myself
to have just.awaked from a dream, in which
all my past life had been spent. I was con-
vinced, that the world, with all its pleasures,
could not give such enjoyrhent as I now ex-
perienced, and felt that, after such a foretaste
of the grace and goodness of God, the temp-
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tations of earth would have but httle eﬂfeot
upon me.”

* A few days-after thls, he preached the ser-
mon already mentioned, and with much pedce
of mind. Hec was able to say, now, with the
Apostle, © We have the same Spirit of faith,
according as it is written ; I believe, therefore -
bave I spoken, we also beheve, and therefore
smak‘” R

From this tlme he: dated ]us convers:on, .
and, forty years after, in his last prayer in the
garden of the Orphan House, hé said, that a -
fountain had been opened in his heart from
which streams of happiness had uninterrupt-
edly flowed. From that time, religion had’
been to him a reality, enabling him to' deny’
himself all ungodliness, and “every worldly
desire and affection.  Francke, began -at
that time to regard the honour of God and
the salvation of men, as the most important
of all subjects, and to estimate the riches and’
honours of the world as # vanity of vanities.” -
He had now obtained that knowledge: for-
which he had been so long seeking ; and the
display which is made in his experience, of
the blindness of the natural man, is truly
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striking and instructive. With the Bible.con

stantly before him, and books upon practicat
piety shedding their light upon his path, he
wandered, as if in perfect darkness, till God
shone . into his mind with“the light of the

~ knowledge of the glory of God in Christ Je-

sus.” It was not until he had been brought to
a most humbling conviction of his- unworthl-
ness, and’ helplessness, and despaired utterly
of obtaining deliverance from sin by his own
efforts, that he could see the meetness of the-
Lord Jesus as a Saviour; and not until he
felt an assurance of pardon, through faith in
him, that he found -any permanent peace.’
_ 'This is the only plan upon which the sinner
can be admitted to the favour of God; and it
is the glory and love, manifested in this plan,
- which it will be the privilege of the saints
above, for ever:to admire and adore.

'We close this chapter with some extracts
from an account of his views and feelings,
at this time, which he wrote at the request
of some Cbristian friends,"" émd which was af-

. A tnnduuon of which may be found in. the first volnmo
of tho “Chnstmn’s Ma.gnune."' New York, 1806.
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terwards published under the ‘title, of “ The
Christian’s Life of Faith.” - ..

- % This,” he begins, “is the confess;on of
my faith, the truth which I have learned from
the word of God, and which the Holy Ghost
has sealed upon my heart ; this is the course
in which I run the Christian race, and the
path. by continuing in which I.shall-be pre-
served from every false- way, and obtam the :
prize of life.

« I acknowledge myself a poor and wretch-
ed worm. I have, by sinfulness, exposed
myself to temporal and eternal death. But
‘the Son of God has given himself for me,
and reconciled me to the Father by his blood,
so that God no more imputes my sins unto
me, but reckons to me for. justification, the
righteousness of his Son, whieh I recelve by
faith.

" “Through this faith, wlnch isthe operatlon
of the Holy Ghost, I am truly justified, and
in this justification have found peace with
“T do not, however, profess to be without
faults, and infirmities. On the eontrary, I
know that those which I have discovered in
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sayself, are almost innumerable; and these

which his eye alone beholds, are far more
- numerous. Yet since I am in Christ Jesus,
‘God -pardons, and overlooks them all,as a
‘tender father the fallmgs and misconduct of

his child.

- «But though I thus trust that I am BOt
-under condemnation, his grace does not ren-
‘der 'me careless, and secure; it rather excites

me, daily, to be more and more remewed in

the spirit of my mind. God has implanted
-within me a filial fear of him; which preserves
* ‘me from sinning against his grace.

%I daily fight agzinst sin, and crucify. the
flesh, with its affections and lusts ; yetI can-
'not do this in-my own strength ; but through
‘the Holy Spirit, which dwells in me. He
purgeth me daily, as a branch of the vine,
that I may ‘bear more fruit.
‘% J-am, in truth, cleansed through the word

which ‘Christ has spoken, and in which I have
:believed; and this is no vain imagination ; for
Christ has truly loved me, and washed me in
-his: blood, so that my salvation is rendered
-sure, through grace. .

- “ My becrmmng, progress, and endmg, is by
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faith in Jesus Christ. - When I feel my utter’
inability, and acknowledge .that I. ean do
nothing of myself, and cast myself alone upon
his mercy, and look to the Lamb of God, who
bore our sins, I feel a new powel‘ commubi-
cated to my soul.

-%I-do not seek to be lustlﬁed in one way,
and ‘sanctified in another. I have but one
way, and that is-Christ, who is the way, the
truth, and the life. = .

“ AsIrest on nothmg but Chnst, when
plead for the pardon of sin, so I cleave to
him alone, in my efforts, to increase in faith
and hope, and love.

. “When I yield myself to his cortrol, and
do not oppose the workings of his Spirit, he
then works in me, both to will and té do of.
bis good pleasure. Happy are they who do
not turn away from his influences.

% To the humble, the Lord is friendly, for |
the graces of the Spirit are richly dlspensed
to contrite hearts. :

“ While the soul acknowledges' no merit
in itself, but finds its all in Christ, we shall be
filled with heavenly peace: but as soon as we
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become puffed up, we tread a path of error,
strewed with anxiety and danger. - '

-~ « Nevertheless, God lias his appointed sea-
sons for the trial and humiliation of his. peo-
ple; and although the believer may not depart
from the right way, he must expect to pass
through many tribulations, that the. secret
depravity of his heart may be revealed to him.

“ How readily do we deviate from the
straight and narrow way! How often does
the behever suffer himself to be led away
from Christ, and his trust in him, to attempt
a mere legal obedience! How prone is he to
forsake the Gospel, for the law!

“The Gospel has a divine simplieity, and
makes the believer kind and affectionate to-
wards ‘all men. The Gospel is a shining
light; a pure stream of peace; it leads us
away from dependence upon - ourselves; it
introduces us to the enjoyment of God, and
puts us in posscssion of salvation. ~

“ Blessed is the man who is not ashamed
of his hope; a shame which all must expe-
rience, who follow the doctrines of men, and
trust in-them more than in Christ.
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“ The carnal heart discerns no other way
of obtaining happiness, than by its own
works; but the way'of the Lord is directly
the reverse. He b'ringé down our pride,
shows us how vain is all our sufficiency, that
He may beall in all. * Lord Jesus' lead me
by thy good spirit in the right way.”

These extracts will show that - Francke
had already become well acquainted with the
true nature and importance of faith, that
dectrine which was 5o much mistaken at that
time. . He here describes this graoe, princi-
pally -in reference to the experience of the
believer’s own heart. That he did not make
it a mere matter of feeling, and of no practi-
cal effect upon' his life, a$ is too often the
case, will be abundantly proved in the suc-
ceed.mg part of the narratlve
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CHAPTER III

H‘ 8 residence in Hamburg—Retum to Lezpztg—-Dz_f-
culties at that place—Settlement at Erfurt—La-
bours there— Appointment to a Profe:aorshtp at
Halle.

Durine the remainder of hi’s stay at Lune-
burg, Francke continued his studies under
the care of Sandhagen, paying particular at-
tention to the languages, and interpretation
of the Bible. He had, as at Leipzig, formed
a society for the study of the Scriptures ; and
when we consider that the word of God was
g0 much neglected by preachers, and others,
" we cannot but think this one of the most
useful associations which could have existed
at that time. His efforts, in this way, strik-
ingly display one trait in his character; and
that was, that he was never willing to suffer
opportunities for doing good, to pass by un-
improved. Where he could not employ the
‘more extensive means of usefulness, he was
satisfied with those which were less import-
ant, and used them to the utmost of his
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ability. About February, 1688, he left this
place, and went to Hamburg, where he re-
sided, until near the close of the same year.
He was very happily situated here, on ac-
count of the Christian society, with which
he had the opportunity of mingling. He
found intercourse with persons of like feel-
ings with himself, to be both pleasant and
profitable. He recommends strongly; to
Christians, the practice of associating: with
one another, for mutual improvement ; for
it is- with them, as he said, as with coals
of fire, which, when placed together, increase
each other’s heat; but when separated, are
soon extmgmshed He became acquainted
here, with the pious and excellent Nicholas
Lange, afterwards supenntendant in Bran-
denburg. - By conversing with him on the
subject of education, he became so much ‘in-
terested therein, that he determined to open
a private school, for children, in Hamburg.
“This employment had an important influence
on his character, and the eourse of his fature
life. He states, that in the teaching of this
school, he learned to practice that patience,
and forbearance, for which he was afterwards

R
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" o remarkable. He discovered here the great
deficiency of proper instruction in the schools
of his country; and hence arose a strong
desire to be the means of improving and
reforming them. - He often said, his en-
gagements at Hamburg were the cause of
all the exertions he afterwards made in the
same way.

In December, 1688 he.received agam the
offer of the scholarship, which had supported
him at Kiel, with the -permission to go to
any. other university which he might choose.
‘While making up his mind where he should
now continue his studies, the words of our
‘Saviour to Peter, “ when thou art converted,
strengthen thy brethren,” determined him to
return to Leipzig. Here he had received the
appointment of private teacher, and had a
large circle of acquaintances, so that his op-
portunities of usefulness would be considera-
ble, both among them and the students. . He
trusted too, that as some interest had been
excited there, in the study of the Bible, dur-
ing his former residence, it would not be diffi-
cult to renew and increase that interest, and

- thus gain access to the minds of many. He
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foresaw that his views of the necessity of an
entire change of heart, and of the import-
ance of something more than mere know-
ledge, to prepare one for the duties of the
ministry, would not be approved at Leipzig.
But he determined, relying upon divine as-
sistance, to declare the truth openly, and
faithfully, whatever difficulties - might be
thrown in his way.

. But before he began his labours, he deter-
mmed to pay a visit to Spener, that he might
gain some knowledge of his character, and
mode of préaching ; and confirm himself, by
intercourse with him, in the views which he
had adopted. ‘He accordingly went to Dres-
den, where he was most kindly received by
Spener, in whose family he took up his abode.
During a stay of two months, he had full op-
portunity of making known his plans and
wishes, and of  receiving counsel and en-
couragement. Spener fully approved ' his
plans and feelings, and gave him the promise
of his countenance and support. These two
months Francke ever considered as among
the most happy and improving of his life.

In the early part of the year 1689, he be-
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gan, as a private teacher,* to deliver lectures,
the subjects of which were generally some of
the Epistles of Paul in the New Testament.
He read a course of lectures too, upon the
difficulties of the study of Theology. They
~were all of a practical character, and promis-
ed, together with the societies for the study of
the . Scriptures, which increased in number
and interest, to be very useful. The approba-
tion with ‘which he was received, was so
great, that thé room in which he lectured
‘could not contain his class, andhe was obliged
to obtain the use of one of the public lecture
rooms. But even this was very soon. so
much crowded, that many of his hearers were
compelled to stand at the door and windows.
He employed various other means, which it
is unnecessary to relate, for producing the
effect which he desired—the promotion of
true religion.

His untiring exertions were not without
effect. * Olearius, the Rector of the Univer-
sity, when Francke visited him one day, em-

* Private teachers, are those students in the German Univer-
sities, who spend some time longer than the usual course in the

study of some particubar branch, and are then examined, and if
approved, allowed to deliver lectures in private.
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braced him, and said, with tears of gratitude,
that he had seen the. effects of his labours
upon his son, who, before he had come to
Leipzig, had been far from promising, but was
now an entirely different' man, and had been
the means of ‘a great change in his whole
family. There were many instances of this
kind. Not a few of the theological students,
who were without picty, were brought to true
repentafice, and began. their studies with new
zeal 2hd a new spirit. Francke expresses his
gratitude to God, that he had been permitted
to see this result, and that many of them were
enabled to endure, with a truly Christian
temper, the reproaches cast on them by their
fellow students on account of then' change of
character.

The talents of Francke were pecuhariy
suited to the sphere in which he now labour-
ed.. The statement .made in the epitaph

.ordered by the academical senate at Halle,

at the time of his death, in reference to his
laboursat Leipzig, is highly honourable to him.
« His mind was one of high powers, and had
been highly improved by the long course of
study through which he had gone. Besides
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this, he was endowed abundantly by the in-
fluences of the Holy Spirit, which added not
a little to its original qualities. His manners
and deportment, far removed from conformity
to the world, were characterized by that humil-
ity and simplicity, which were so eminent in
the master whom he served ; and his pleasant-
nessof disposition,and his kindness to all men,
secured him access to everyheart. Thus quali-
fied for his work, when he came before an
audience, he seldom failed in securing the at-
tention, and interesting to the highest degree
the feelings, of his hearers. This was especi-
ally the casein his sermons, where the object
was their spiritual and eternal welfare. - -On
these ‘occasions it' seemed sometimes as
though he could not cease to,speak until his
object had been secured.”

We have stated that Francke anticipated
~ opposition in his labours at Leipzig. In this
he was not disappointed. 'The party in the
church who were so violent in their censures
of Spener, could not look with indifference
upon these efforts of Francke to extend the
hated principles of Pietism. - He was envied,
too, on account of the number of his hearers,
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and his popularity among the students. The
most trivial objections were made- against
him ; as for instance, that he delivered some. -
of his lectures in the German instead of
the ‘Latin language, which was commonly
used -among scholars at-that day ; that he
made the way of salvation toe difficult ; that
he held himself. up as a model of piety ; that
he professed -to krow more of the plan of
salvation than those older and wiser than he;
that «he strained at a gnat, and swallowed a
cimel.” They called him a Separatist, a
founder of a new sect of Pietists, and a hypo-
crite ; and all because they could not- under-
stand how any one should seek after holiness -
with so much earnestness as he did, or labour
with  so much activity to do good without
some wrong motive at heart. ‘Their bitter-
ness and activity against him created, eventu-
ally, a considerable excitement; and the court
hearing of it, ordered an. investigation of the
difficulties. Francke was summoned before
a commission appointed for this purpose,-to-
gether with some of his friends; but although
the theological faculty, and the ministers of
the city were, for the most part, opposed to
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him, he was declared innocent of any im-
proper conduct. - He published shortly after
a’defence of his principles, and he was active-
ly supported by some of the private teachers
and professors; but the theological faculty
still continued their opposition. They declar-
ed that private teachers had no right to de-
liver theological lectures.—Francke replied,
that he had not touched upon any of the
theological controversies, but had confined
himself to the explanation of the Scriptures,
and the practical application of them, and
_ that this was a right of every Christian. But
potwithstanding this, his lectures were for-
" bidden ;. and after lecturing, for a short time,
under the direction and protection of the
philosophical faculty, ‘he left Leipzig for
Lubeck, where he was called by the death of
his'uncle. He had, previously to this, made
some short excursions to various neighbour-
g towns, and among the rest to Jena,
Erfurt, and Gotha, in each of which places he
preached; and the excellence of his sermons,
together with his peculiarly charming deport-
. ment,-not only created for him many friends,
but was the means of doing much good.
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After he had finished his business at Lubeck,
and was preparing to return to Leipzig again,
he received: an mvitation to preach in the
church of St. Augustine, in Erfurt. He looked
tipon this call as providential; and though,
from the sentiments of the ministers at Erfurt,
he could expect riothing but .violeiit opposi-
tion there, he determined to acceptit. ‘He was:
soon after appointed preacher in that church.

- Among the ministers at this place:he found
one of the same views with himself, who after-.
wards proved himself a faithful friend. - This
was Dr. 1. J. Breithaupt, whom he had known\
at Kiel. ' They both preached; with earnest~.
ness and plainness, the necessity of an entire
change of heart, and .2 union with the Lord
Jesus Christ by faith, as the only ground of
salvation. The people, who were awakened
by these representations. to a sense of their
true situation, could find nothing to satisfy
the longings of their souls after holiness and
heppiness; in the cold and merely moral ser-
mons of the other ministers of Erfurt. They
flocked to the churches of Francke and Breit-
haupt; where the way of mercy was opened
to their darkened minds, and many were con-

& : :
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verted unto the Lord.. Many of the Catho-
lics, too, attended their preaching, and were
brought to a knowledge of the truth. Besides
their public preaching, Francke -and Breit-
haupt ‘held . social meetings daily. in their
houses, in which they explained to the people
more familiarly the scrmons which they heard,
and spoke with individuals on. the state.of
their .own hearts. Francke -also delivered
lectures daily: upon the Bible to the students
at this place, and a number of students left
Leipzig and Jena, for the express purpose of.
attending them. Another means ofdoing good
which he employed, and which was peculiarly
important among-a people so ignorant on the
gubjéct of  religion was, the: selling and gra-
*tuitous distribution of New Te‘staments, and
other ‘books upon practieal piety. .
- It was not to be expected that these labours
“would pass-without frequent and severe. cen-
sure. To-most of the people of Erfurt, the
doctrines- . which he preached, though the
simple truths of the gospel, were entirely new.
‘A few who compared - them with the Scrip-
tures; acknowledged. that they were accord-
ing ‘to the word of God; but the majority
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could give them no- other name than pletlsm,
or fanaticism. The circumstance, that he had
frequently. ordered New Testaments, and
“ Amd’s True Christianity,” from: Luneburg,
occasioned -a report that he was circulating
heretical books among the people. The
magistrates issued an order, that no such
books should  be brought’ into the city.

Francke "did not, as was natural, suppose
that such books as he had sent for, were for-
bidden by this edict, and continued to circu-
late them. They now gave directions to take
possession of every package which was direct-
ed to him.. Very ‘soon after, one arrived;
‘and Francke being called before them, was
asked, “how he had dared to- disobey their
order;” he assured them .that he had not
done so. 'Tlé officer, to.convict him of guilt,
caused the package to be brought andopened,
when, to his- surprise and confusion, it was
found to' contain nothing but New Testa- -
ments. Francke was of course honourably
dismissed. The effect of the affair was to
make it known through the city, that be had
New Testaments to dispose of, and thus to
increase the demand for them a hundred fold.
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" He had now resided fifteen months . in
Erfurt, when, in consequence of some secret
insinuations of his enemies, which came to the
ears of .the elector of Mayence, he sent a de-
cree to Erfurt, whlch directed that, “masmuch
~ as Mr. Francke was a leader of a new sect
of fanatics, and - the cause of much disturb-
ance, he should be dismissed from his -office,
- and ordered immediately to leave the eity.”
As soon as Francke heard of this, he went be-
fore the council, and complained to them; bat
without effect ; for hewas immediately deposed
from his office, and ordered to leave the city
within twenty-four hours. He did not resist
this order; but, conscious of his innocence,
wrote a letter to the magistrate; calmly repre-
senting -the impropriety of condemning him
unheard, and even without letting him know
the crimes of which hewas accused; thus deny-
ing him a privilege which was granted even to
. robbers and murderers. A large and respect-
able body of citizens petitioned in his behalf,
and the cliildren of his congregation came
and asked upon their knees that he might re-
main. ' But it was all in vain,-and he was
compelled to prepare for his departure..
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The few hours that he was allowed to
remain in the city, he spent-in" exhorting his
friends, who assembled at his house, to con- -
tinue steadfast in the grace which they had
received. They wept sore at the thought of
his departure; but he was comforted by the
abundant consolations of the Holy Spirit, and
left the city in a very happy state of mind.
He returned to his mother and family at
Gotha, and by the way composed a beautiful -
hymn, expressive of his peace and joy. ,
The Duke of Gotha when he heard of l.hes_e
proceedings, sent one of his ministers to in-
quire into the affair ; and being convinced of
Francke’s entire innocence, expostulated with
the magistrates of Erfurt; and when this pro-
duced no_effect, with the elector himself. His
object was not, however, to restore him to
his station at Erfurt; he wished to retain him
in his own dominions. At the same time he-
received offers from several of the neighbour-
ing princes; from the Duke of Saxe-Coburg
of a professorship, and from the Duke of Saxe-
Weimar, of the station of court preacher.
But the finger of Providence seemed to him
to have already pointed out the path of duty.
E 2
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The same day that he was ordered to leave
Exfurt, he received a letter from the Elector
of Brandenburg, mntmg him to his domi-
nions; and he determined to wait the issue
of this invitation. Abouta month afterwards,
he recelved the appointment of professor of
Greek and Oriental languages in the new
University at Halle, and Pastor of the church
of St. George in Glaucha, a suburb of that

place. He arrived in Halle in January 1692. -
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"CHAPTER IIL
H'uLabouraaaaPador

As Francke was appointed at the same
time both a professor and pastor, the account
- of the remainder of his life, will embrace his
labours in both these stations; yet as the
duties of the two offices were almost entirely
distinct, we shall, to avoid confusion, give
.separate accounts of them. He entered upon
the duties of his pastoral office, in February
1692. Hc found the church at Glaucha in a
most deplorable condition. It had been for
~ some time without & pastor, and the last one
whose ministry it had enjoyed, was far from
being the man who would be useful to such a
peoplé. He had been dissolute and abandon-
ed, and had been deposed from his office on
account of some flagrant erimes. * His influ-
ence, together with the want of any spiritual
instruction for some time, left the village of
Glaucha, not only without any thing like
piety, but without the external propriety of
- conduct which may exist without it. Vice,
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in almost all its forms, was practised, and as
a consequence of this, poverty and misery
prevailed. Francke found, therefore, a wide
~ field for labour, and one which few persons
would have attempted to cultivate. But he
devoted himself to this work, and for the
first two yeafs almost exclusively, trusting in
the promise of divine assistance, to them who
labour faithfully in his service. We will give
some account, in this place, of the various
means he employed for doing good, and the
success which attended them.

His sermons were here, as they had been at
Erfurt, the effusions of a heart warmed with
the love of souls, and deeply impressed with
the importance of the truths which he preach-
ed. He spent no time in uselqss discussions,
but declared in all the variety of their bear-
ings, the great dectrines of man’s depravity, -
and salvation.through faith in the Lord Je-
sus Christ. Such preaching as this, does
not seem strange to us, in our day; but'in
Francke’s times it was truly novel, and to
the carnal heart exceedingly unwelcome. . But.
the earnestness of his delivery, and the sim-
plicity,and spirituality, and intimate acquaint-
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ance with the human heart, which 'he mani-
fested, always secured an attentive audience.

We subjoin a few extracts from some of
his discourses, from which, though an English
paraphrase feebly expresses the spirit and
beauty of the original, some 1dea. of bls style
may be gathered.

In a sermon, upon the work of redemptlon,
he begins thus— It is with the highest satis.
faction, my hearers, that I discuss this sub-
ject, since it is the sum and substance of the
Scriptures ; all our salvation, all our happi-
nees, depends upon the fact, that Jesus Christ
bas given himself for the sins of men. But
though this be thce case, so many act as
though it were not & fact, that a redemption
for men had been provided, or if it has, that
it is not a matter of so much consequence
to every one as it is represented, that it be-
comes-a matter of great importance, to. ex-
amine and prove this great fundamental truth
of Christianity.”—1In the first division of his
sermon, he treats of this great work, in itself
considered ; and discusses the different topics
of the person and character of the Redeemer ;
whom he has redeemed; from what state
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and in what way ; and what is to be the effect
upon them. - The second part treats of the
appropriation of this redemption. “It is,”
he says, “a strange and fatal error, which
men sometimes entertain, -that. Christ died
that they might live and indulge in sin ; that
inasmuch as he has died for men, he has thus
satisfied the divine justice; and now .all that
is necessary, is- for thern to believe that he
. has thus offered himself, and they will be se-
cure. ‘This is far from the truth. - Man
must. feel himself a poor and helpless sinner;
that he is even now under condemnation, and
deserves nothmg from a righteous God but
eternal misery, and must become truly penitent
and humble. - When in such a state of mind,
~all the false comfort he may have derived
" from the merits of the Saviour, will disappear.
He will feel the need of a complete change
of nature, and a closer union, than aught he
had before conceived, between the Lord Jesus
and his soul." Then, when he is truly convinced
of his ill desert and misery, the Son of God
will appear.to him in his precious Gospel,
saying, in language of the most endearing
and condescending love, “I have died far
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thee, and-atoned for all thy sins. I haVe
mourned that thou hast gone on so long in
thy blindness, and impenitence, heaping. up
wrath against thyself, and despising all my-
sufferings. I now rejoice that thot. seest thy:
sin and misery, dnd the anguish which thy.
transgressions have causedme. Thou artnow
in the right way, for thy heart is now brought
to a godly sorrow for- sin, which works the
repentance unto life. . Behold now I have
sprinkled thee with atoning blood, as I ever.
do the hearts that mourn over sin.. Be com-
forted! I died upon the cross, arose and
ascended on- high, to deliver thee from the:
power of sin and Satan. Behold! T.deliver
thee from all unrighteousness, from death and
hell. Iam thine, and thou art mine. Thou hast
beern long sinning against God, and exposed
to his wrath ‘but now thou art pardoned -and
secure. . Thou™ hast now a righteousness -
which thou canst plead before God. Believe
in me. Putall thy trust in me.”. .. “Thus faith
appropriates the merits of the Redeemer. It
does not add any thing to those merits, but
it is, so to speak, the hand by ‘which they are
received. Now the sinner having:cast away
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all reliance upon himself, gives himself away
to. Christ, and through the spirit of grace
which is given to hjm,_ his whole heart is re-
newed; he is a -new man in Christ Jesus.
He now serves, with joy and gratitude, that
Saviour who has redeemed him.”.....%I
add nothing more than to direct you all to
Him. Go to the Lord Jesus, and receive
from him grace for grace. . Stay not away,
thinking it too late for you to-return to him.
He will never reject the sinner who returms.
- Be assured that no one who comes, and with
contrite heart says, ¢ God be merciful to me
a sinner,” will be cast out. Do not suppose
that they only should come, who are -sancti-
fied, in part, from sin. - The Lord Jesus looks
not on your worthiness; but is ready, for his
mercy’s sake, to receive the vilest offenders.
You cannot, and you must not, attempt to
prepare yourselves by your own righteous-
ness to come to him. * He must begin, and
carry on, and complete the work of your sal~
vation. Go and believe in him.” - ,
One of the most mterestmgof his sermons.
is that upon saving faith. *After showing it
to be a doctrine of the word of God, that
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doctrine by which the Reformers had succeed-
ed in overcoming the errors of popery, and
which is a test of the purity, or impurity of
the church, be tréeats of its nature and’ effects.
His fourth topic is, that faith seeures us hap-
piness. « But, while faith,” he says, « is the
ground of our justification, it is aiso the means
of happiness; for nghteousness and peace
cannot be separated from one-another. - But
when we say that our happiness is secured,
it must be remembered that something more
is intended, than that we shall hereafter be
admitted into heaven. This happiness begins -
from the ‘moment of our: justification. - For
we are then delivered. from the wrath and
curse of God, from the power of sin and death.
We are brought out of darkness into light,
from death unto life. God the Father brings
us into the kingdom ofhis Son, and gives us
the pledge of an inheritance, even the spirit of
Jesus Christ ; renews us in-his image, day by
day ; awakens a holy fear, and love ‘in our
hearts, so that we run with alacrity in the
way of his commandments, and think-it our
meat and drink to do his will, - Thus does
the believer’s happiness commence. . He now
F
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knows that his heavenly Father loves him,
and that he will help him to overcome every
adversary to his peace. He is now united
to Christ, and knows that He is his riches,
his glory, his all. He knows that his prayers
‘will be heard through the ‘merits of Christ;
and that all needful things.will be given him.
He has the spirit of Geod dwelling in his heart,
filling him with all knowledge, and enabling
him to grow daily in faith and love. He
finds happiness, too, in the service of God, in
doing good to all men as he has opportunity,
and in the exercise of true benevolenee and
compassion. He.is; by his union with the
Redeemer, changed into the heayenly image;
and although ke dwells on earth, and mmglea
in the affairs of men, his conversation is in
heaven ; and he joins in spirit with its blessed
inhabitants in prayer and praise to God.
His heart is in heaven, for there he has laid
up his treasure; and through the Spirithe holds
perpetual -intercourse with God.- Oh! what
blessedness is this! thus to be united, in the
closest ties, with the adorable Trinity; to
bave the Great God dwelling in our hearts,
and holding his court there; to have angels
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for our ministers, and to know that as Christ

overcame, and is seated on his throme, so

shall we triumph over our foes, and sit down

with bim in the kingdom of Heaven. This

blessedness is begun below; but it is com-

pleted in that other world, where sin and sor- .
row can never enter to mar his peace; and

where the ransomed sinner shall be conformed

to thennageofhls God, and seehlsface,and

praise him for everand ever!”

‘We have not-room for any further speci-
mens of his preaching, though many might
be found .superior -to these in novelty and
beauty of thought. These will suffice to
show how he treated the grand and funda-
mental truths of the Christian religion. His
sermons bore marks of a thorough know-
ledge of the Scriptures, and -abounded with
illustrations drawn from them. They were
rather calculated to allure by the tenderness
of love, than to arouse by. the terrors of
~ judgment. He did not, however, conceal the
tremendous doom of the ungodly, nor by a
false compassion, suffer the sinner tohope that
all would be well with him at last, though re-.
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. maining impenitent. - He used “ great plain-
. ness of speech " and boldly testified against
_‘ p_revaxlmg sins, and thus often drew upon

himself the odium of the. worldly and’ self-
righteous, as we shall see in the sequel.
- In addition to his public discourses; he held
~ social meetings of various kinds among the
people. - The most. lmportant of these was
one which he held morning and evening, at
first in his own house, and afterwards in the
church, and which was conducted upon nearly
the same plan with social prayer meetings in
this country. The circumstances which gave
rise to them were these: some of his parish-
ioners who had at various times been present
at his family prayers, expressed a desire- to
be permitted to attend them regularly. . He
of course consented ; the-attendants gradually
increased in numbers, and the effect upon
many of them was of the happiest kind. In
consequence of some circumstances which we
“shall mention hereafter, he removed these
meetings to the church; and was in the habit
of explaining a portion of scripture, or of
“ ’s True Religion,”of questioning those
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present on the sermons which they heard, and
of exhorting them plainly and aﬁ'ectmnately
to repentance and faith.

" He attempted very soon after he began hns‘
labours at Halle, to bring about a change in
the views and conduct of the people, in refer-

ence to the confessional,* and among other . -

things, refused to receive the money which it
was common to. give to the ministers at such
times. In this way . he was, without doubt,
very useful ; for many of the poorer people
never came to the communion table, for want
of the money which they thought it necessary
to give the minister; and some indulged the
idea, that they were paying for the pardon of
thelr sins with money. :

- Francke employed also, a means for doing
good, which is very common at the present
day, and which has been attended with very-
great success; that is, the writing and circula-
tion of tracts. Some of these were intended

* It may be proper to inform our young readen. that confession
of #ins to a minister, before going to the Lord’s-supper, was once
a custom in the German church. -This custom has been much

abused in the Roman Catholic church, as we find it was also in
the Lutheran, at the time of Francke.

D2
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especially for his congregation, and some far
general distribution. They breathe a spirit
of piety and affection towards his people and
all who had the opportunity of reading them,
which must have given them much influence,
independent of the interesting and solemn
truths which they contained. They were
upon such subjects as the following, “ Direc-
tions how to. read the Bible profitably,”—
“Truc and false conversmns,” —%Nicodemus,
or the fear of man”— The way to Jesus,”
&c. Many of these have been translated into
.other languages, .especially the more exten-
give of them, and all are well calculated to
promote the cause of piety and truth.

From one of them, entitled “Scriptural
rules for living,” we cannot refrain from
making some extracts. “It contains,” says its
author, “directions how to live in peace with
men, and to preserve a good conscience in
the sight of God,” and—

“1. Rules for our conduct in company

“Company offers many temptations to
sin. . If you would preserve a good con-
‘science in the sight of God, remember that
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He, the Majesty. of Heaven and Earth, is
present; and that in such a sltuatlon, a
solemn awe becomes you:-
«Never speak of your enemies exoept m
love, for their good, and the honour of God.
- % Do not speak much. When it is neces~
_sary to say -any thing, do it respectfully,
advisedly, and kindly. Always speak with
earnestness, with clearness, and deliberation.

“Do not make the-things of -this world =

a subject of conversation, except when God
may be honoured, or good done to your
neighbour thereby.

~ .%Avoid- all severe and reproax:hﬁxl la.n-
' guage, and every thing that might excite evil
feeling. Inquire of a friend whether you
ever offend in this way; for you may do it
‘uiconsciously. '

- % Profanity is a great sin. - If you use the
name of God, do it with reverence, as if in
his presence. Never make the name of God
or Christ a mere by-word. He who honours
God in his heart, wﬂl not dlshonour Hnn with
his lips.

© ¢ Be cautious, in narratmg any thing, that
you adhere strictly to truth. Men sometimes
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supply some circumstances from their own
invention, which their memory has not re-
tained. Think afterwards whether you have
not in your conversation done this.

“Trifling jests and anecdotes, do not be-
come a christian. When you are in conver-
sation, avoid speaking of yourself, or desiring
so to do. -

“Never change the conversation from a
. proﬁtable subject. Much is to be learnt, both

in the discipline of the mind- and in the col-
lection of facts, by much oonversanon on the
same topic.
<« Never interrupt a person who is speakmg,
and be silent if you yourself are interrupted.
-%If you would reprove another for some
misconduct, take care first to conquer the fear
~of man. But it is well, beforehand, to think
- of your own defects, that you may reprove
with meekness, and with love.'

“ Avoid unnecessary - mirth.  All laughter
is not sinful, but it should be the mark of a
peaceful, and joyful, not a trifling state of
mind. If others laugh at foolish jests, and
improper expressions, do not join with them.
If they are not pleasing to God, why should |
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they be to'you? -If you laugh with these who
delight .in these things, you'are 4 partaker,
of their sin ;'if; on the contrary, you preserve
a grave countenance, you reprove them..

« Cultivate a-talent for directing conversa-

tion, in a proper channel. :
-« Never think more highly of yourself_, than
of angther, on account of any advantage of
station which you may possess. Both ef
you are dustandashes andequalmthesxght
of God.

«Love is humble, and secures the respeut
and friendship of others, but a haughty man
is disagreeable to all.

“ Remain not a moment in socwty, when
your only object is, that you nmy thus. pass :
time away. )

. % 2. Rules for Solmak. '

«Ifyou are truly convmced of the presenoe .
of God, when you are alone, you need have

.no weariness of solitude. Will you be weary

of an eternity, spent in his presence, where
you hope to find your perfect happiness?

« Fear nothing visible, or invisible, but
God, who can save, and can destroy.
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. “Engage in no unprofitable work; for you
shall give account of every moment of your
time, and of the manner in which it has been
employed.- :

. “Read no trlﬂmg Bor useless books, for
the sake of passing away time: -

% Indulge no thought which you would be
ashamed to utter; for though you may con-
ceal it from men, God beholds your inmost
soul, and knows- your thoughts afar off.

“ Do nothing in private, which you would
‘avoid in the presence of the wise and good.
You have respect for them; eught you not
“to respect much more the Great Jehovah?
&: &c 9 ' .

These were: the means whlch this truly
excellert man applied with so much fidelity.
In every department of labour, whether in
the pulpit, in the social meeting, or in the
distribution of tracts, he seems ever to have
acted in view of that day, when he should
render his account of his stewardship. And
his efforts were not in vain. He had the
happiness of seeing many brought from dark-
ness to light. A great sensation was crea-
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ted throughout the city. Large numbers of
people came to hear him preach, and both
~ high and Jow took seats in his church. The
state of society improved in Glaucha, and the
Lord evidently blessed his endeavours to' do
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B

, . CHAPTERIV.

University of Halle organized—Appointment of Pro-
Sfessors—Francke’s difficulties with the Ministers of
" Halle. ) .

AvtHOUGH a number of professors had been

appointed in the new University, which had
~ been commenced at Halle, they had not as
Yet begun the regular discharge of their duties.
Francke delivered an introductory discourse,
in 1692, and lectures on some branches were
begun, and in the course of a year or two,
the institution was formally consecrated.
Among the newly appointed professors was
Breithaupt, who had -been a fellow labourer
_ with Francke, at Erfurt, and -who had shown
himself his sincere friend, in his labours and
trials there. It was looked upon as very
desirable to secure the talents and influ-
ence of the celebrated counsellor Stryk, in
behalf of the new institution. He was ac-
cordingly appointed. He had, however, heard
jnany evil reports with regard to Francke,
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and had declined accepting the appointment,
except-upon condition that Francke should
be removed. . The minister, who was de-
sirons of his appointment, and who had also
used his influence. in favour of Francke, of-
fered Francke several other situations; and
threatened force, provided-he did not comply
with this offer. ' He replied that he was satis~
fied that:-God had ordered his coming to
Halle, and had blessed. his labours while there,
and that he was unwilling to leave the place,
unless some ‘crime’ could .be proved against
him. This. firm and manly conduct was
unexpected by the government, and they were -
unwilling to depose him, without some better
reason than  mere convenience. They ac-
cordingly made another effort to overcome
the objectnons .of Stryk, and finally sueceeded.
When he came to Halle, and became ae-
quainted with Francke, his prejudices soom
disappeared, and he -was, until his death,
one of the most active and firm friends both
of him, and his efforts to do good. The
_other professors of the University were al-
most all appointed, as has been mentioned,
at the suggestion of Spener, and were, in.
¢
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general, pious men; so that among them
Francke found able supporters, and constant
friends. These he needed; for scarcely had
he been a year in the place, when he was in-
volved in difficulties with the ministers loca-
ted there. " These ministers, though learned
men, were, for the most part, destitute of true
piety, and could. not, of  course, approve the
sentiments and conduct of Francke, which
formed so great a-contrast with theirs.

. Before his arrival in Halle,'some of the
people there had manifested a-disposition to
embrace the sentiments, and imitate the
practice of the followers of Spener; or in other
words, the Pietists. The clergy opposed
them with much bitterness:. and in conse-
quence of this, they complained to the court
of Magdeburg. The government: ordered,
that they should be permitted to entertain
their own views of duty unmolested, and for-
bade all. preaching. against them, through-
eut- the principality. This command the
ministers for a time obeyed. When, however,
Francke arrived among them, having the
reputation of being a leader of that sect, they
could not hold their peace, but began again
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their charges against the Pietists. Complaint

was again made, and the government now
ordered-the ministers of Halle, to make good
their-charges, by proper evidence, within eight
days. For this, however, they were not pre-
pared. They insisted that the burden of
proving the justice of their side should not
rest upon them, but that the Pietists should
be called-on to defend- themselves They
gave, in justification of their measures, an ac-
count of the improper views and' conduct of
one of the students, who was supposed to be-
Yong to Francke's party. - The answer of the
government to them was, ‘that they should
cease their attacks upon the Pietists, and op-
pose such ‘doctrines a}one as were contrary
_ to the word of God. '

When Francke and Brelthaupt began,
they did immediately upon their arrival, to
declare the doctrines of the Bible in simplicity
and power, the people were affected in the
same way as they had been under their,
preaching at Erfurt. They crowded o the
churches where they officiated, and many,
as was stated in the last chapter, were hope-
fully converted. Some of them who had just
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opened their eyes to a view of their sxmatlon,
in looking back over their past lives, could
pot but feel that much of their blindness
had been owing to the want of faithful and
scriptural preaching.. They, perbaps impro-
perly, expressed these feelings, so that they
came to the ears of their former pastors, who
were very much embittered thereby. It is
Bot to be concealed, that in addition to this,
some of those who professed to.be followers
of Francke and Breithaupt, were guilty of
some improprieties, as is frequently the case
among ignorant. people, when any :strong
rehglous feeling excites them. Some pretended :
" to.visions and inspiration, took  no “part in
public worship, denounced the whole Lutheran
church as the spiritual Babylon, and perplexed
their minds with the ‘more obscure doctrines
- of the word of God. A candid mind weuld
easily have seen that all this was not the
necessary or legitimate fruit of the preaching

which they heard, especially when Francke and
_Brelthaupt opposed these errors with all their
might. The other party, however; (the orthe-
dox as they called themselves,) saw this result
with satisfaction, received all the exaggerated
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reports which were in circulation, and used-
them with much art and assiduity ‘against
the. Pietists.. They: said that these were
the effects-of such preaching as Francke’s,
and those which- must ever result from his
doctrines. They attacked openly and secret-
ly, with the pen and in-the pulpit, the profes-
sors of the University, especially Francke
and - Breithaupt, and warned - .the . people
against’ their doctrines, as against a secret
poison. . They directed their malice especi- -
ally against the evening meetings for prayer
and exhortation, and eirculated, concerning
them, the most base-and injurious reports. In
short, they bestowed on. Francke and his
friends; all the opprobrious epithets which
they could invent, such as Heretic, Fanatic,
Enthusiast, Dreamer, Madmap, and Hypo-
crite. But all this did not alarm Francke, nor -
deter him from his purpase. He knew that,
under certain ‘circumstances, opposition is a
proof of fidelity ; and though some things had
happened which he regretted, yet- he knew -
that the great'majority of those who followed
him, were in the right way; and he determined
:to go beldly forward, preaching: the simple

G2
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* doetrines of the gospel, and comm:ttmg tbe
nssueoflt all toGod.

" The government now sent seVeral orders
to Halle, commanding silence on the part of
the enemies of -‘Francke; and when these -did
not produce the desired effect; appointed a
commission, consisting of :four distinguished
men, to examine into, and remove the cause
of these difficulties. They began their in-
vestigation in November 1692, when -the
clergy of Halle presented twenty-siz grounds
of complaint against Francke, Breithaupt, and
the pietistical students. . These charges were

~put into the hands of the.accused party, who
replied to them- at length. The accusers
renewed their charges, and thus many days
passed without coming to any result, till a

compromise was proposed ‘and agreedtoon
' 'both sides. - '

- In this compromise, it was stated. by the
‘commissioners, that Professors Francke and
Breithaupt were exonerated from the charge
of false doctrine, and from that of promoting
intentionally the disorders which had existed;
‘and both' sides were exhorted to forget the
past, and to cultivate peace, and to’ practise

|
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ﬁ)rbearanee ‘in future. In reference to the
evening prayer meetings, against which 8o

much that was false and scandalous-had been
said, the commission recommended that they

should be stopped. Francke was unwilling
to consent to this, because these were the first

means which produced any marked effect upon

the people at Glaucha, fearing lest ‘the bless-

~ ing of Ged should be entirely withheld, if he

discontinued.them.- He expressed his deter-

mination-however, to submit to the decision of

the members of the commission. They were

too conscientious to forbid the meetings with-

out some more urgent reasons than had yet

appeared, and therefore suffered them to be

continued ; but publicly, in the church.

Peace, externally at least, was now restored,

* but the minds of the orthodox party were not

satisfied. . They withheld, indeed, all public

expression of their feelings, but did not cease
in secret to use all their influence against the
Pietists. Theystill preached doctrines entirely
at variance with those of Francke, and he
continued to hold forth, in all its purity,  the
word of life,” so that the seeds.of discord
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were yet in emstence, though forr the tlmc
hidden from view. -

. About this time an assistant- pastor was
appointed to relieve him -of a part .of the
duties of his church at Glaucha. He con-
tinued to do his share of these labours, and
with the same spitit of fidelity, until he was
appointed to one of the churches in the city,
in the year 1714. We leave here the ac-
count of his pastoral life, to introduce him to
the reader in the lmportant sxtuatlon of a
Professor. '
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CHAPTER V..
Laboun asa Prqfe:uor—Nan dtﬁcultzea at Ilalle—
Omo.mum JSrom abroad. .

"Tie professorship to which Fr&ncke was
- first appointed, was that of Greek and Oriens
tal Languages. He continued to perform its
duties until 1699, when he was transferred to
the department of Theology, in' which he
continued until his death.” For this station
he was eminently qualified, both by long con-
tinued study, and considerable experience in
teaching. It will be remembered, that he
spent a long time in hia preparatory course,
and that for several years, he had been en-
gaged in lecturing as a private teacher. He
was familiar with the languages, and inter-
“pretation of the Bible; the languages of
Europe; and to some extent with those of
Asia. He was well versed in History, and
Philosophy, and had attended lectures upon
Rhetoric, and most of “the other branches
taught in the University, which could be of
assistance to him in his profession. But it
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was his knowledge of the Bible, above all,
.- which distinguished him, and which consti-
tuted his best qualification, especially as at -
that time the word of God was considered
as quite a subordinate object of attention,
by the ministry. With all this, he united a
spirit of piety, which was never suffered to
decline, in the midst of hxs numerous duties,
‘and engagements. Few men have ever done
more for the church, by constant and vigor-
‘ous exertion, both in public and in private,
and yet few have preserved so high a degree
of faith-and love in their own hearts.

. The object to which Francke devoted hirn-
self in his professional labours, was to give
a more practical character to the theology
of the age, and to the Bible its proper stand-
ing, as the only rule of faith and doctrine.
To secure these most desirable results, he
made the Scriptures, in seme. form or other,-
the - subjects of most of his. lecture_s ; not
merely giving a cold, and formal explanation
of its truths, but applying them to the hearts
and consciences of his pupils, and teaching
them how they should apply the same. truths
to :others.. We. have already stated, that
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many of the students of theology, at that
time, were wholly destitute of piety. In view.
of this fact, he made it a constant endeavour,
to teach them what true religion was, and to
bring them to a_knowledge of that Saviour,
whom it would be their duty to preach to
others: . Although he did not dlsparage the
use of human knowledge, he always declared
to them, that without the influence of the
Holy Spirit, they would never obtain that
preparation for their office, which they needed.
He used to say that “an ounce of true faith,
was of more value than pounds of knowledge;
and that a drop of sincere love to God and
man, was to be esteemed above an ocean of
learning” The courses .of lectures which
he delivered, were, one upon the Old Testa-
ment, and especially those books which treat-
ed of the Messiah: another upon the writings
of the Evangelist John : another eourse upon
the composition of sermons, and . upon pas-
toral duties. This last mentioned course
was replete with excellent instruction to those -
who expected to discharge the office of minis-
ters of Christ, and illustrated by facts drawn
from his own observation and experience.
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“The lectures which he directed more espe-
cmlly to the spmtual improvement of - his
pupils, were those which he called’ parenetic,
whlch were delivered to all the students, at a
time when they were not in attendance: upon .
the other professors. In ‘these he did not
confine’ himself to any fixed plan, but varied
his subjects, as he deemed expedient. They
were all, however, eminently practical: He

“addressed his young hearers, as 4 father
would his children; giving them directions
as to their. habits, studies, conversation, de-
votions—setting ‘before them their difficulties,

. and the way to overcome them ; repioving
plainly, yet kindly, those who acted impro-
perly ; and exhorting them to diligence in the
pursuit of knowledge, and especially to sin-
cere piety. We must deny ourselves the

pleasure of ‘making extracts, from these lec-
tures, as this would lead us beyond the bounds
of a work of this kind.  They breathe the
same spmt of piety so manifest in ‘his ser-
mions, and the same christian prudence, which
the precepts of his tract,* upon ‘the way of
' hvmg well, %0 stnkmgly dlsplay '
"% Sec page 66.
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The Biblical Societies, as they were called,
from which so much good had arisen in other
places under his influence, were not forgotten:
at Halle. The students formed themselves
into little fraternities at his instigation, in
which they read the Bible, in the same way
which had been practised at Leipzig, and
‘with the same result. -An association of a
somewhat different kind, which Francke and
one of his colleagues established, was com-
posed of about twelve of the most advanced
students, who paid particular attention to
oriental languages, as wellastothose of the
Bible, and were intended for the important
offices of professors and teachers;.as well as
for the higher stations in the church. To
some of the members of this association, the
ministers of the present day are indebted for
some of the best works on Biblical literature. -
- He not only interested himself thus in the
moral and intellectual - improvement of his
pupils, but employed a part of every day in
giving advice to them' in reference to their
plans of life, and in providing for the -tempo-
ral necessities of such of them as were poor. -
The means adopted for the support of such,
, % ,
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we shall mention more partlcularly hereafter.
He was ‘as a father to them all, in whom they
could confide, and to whom they could apply
in all their difficulties. - -

. The effect of his labours in this sphere,
was happy in the highest degree. Very many
of the theological students who had com-
menced, their preparation for the mlmstry
without piety, and without any proper view of
that responsible office, were awakened and
converted. With regard to this, Francke says
in one of his lectures, “many of our students,
gave .us reason to believe that they had felt
the influence of our instructions. Not a few
have been renewed in the spirit of their minds,
and disregarding now all the allurements of
- the world, have devoted. themselves, without
reserve, to the service of their master. They
welcome even reproach and toil in his cause,
They are united in feeling to one another,
and meet frequently together for social prayer,
and the reading of the Bible. They are ex-
emplary in their conduct, and have thus been
the means of doing much good to their irré-
ligious associates. - They promise to go
abroad into the world with the same spirit
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of union and- devotedness, and to exert a
powerful influence wherever .they go.” - In
this expectation he was' not disappainted.
Many of these students were the means of
producing revivals of religion in the churches
where they laboured, and of awakening many
merely formal preachers from their slumbers,
to active and devoted piety. . |

- We have already stated that Francke made
use of his pen, as an auxiliary to his-pastoral
labours.: This was also the case in those of -
his professorship. We cannot here how-
.ever even mention the names of the various
works which he published. 'They amount in
number to fifteen or- twenty, more or less
extensive, all of them either commentaries
upon, or introductions to the Bible, or:books
upon the subject of practlcal Theology 'in
‘general.*

One of these caused hlm no httle trouble.
This was a monthly perodical work entitled
“Biblical Observations,” the object of which
was to correct some mis-translations in the
German version of the Bible made by Luther;

hd 'l‘he whole number of his works pnbllshed before and since
his death, amount to upwards of thirty.
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and to give the practical application of the
passages as corrected.. The circumstances
attending the publication of this work are not
a little interesting, as they display so much
- of ‘that’self-denying spirit, which always at-
tends a high degree of piety. He was medi-
tating, he tells us; on a certain occasion, upon
" that passage in the ninth chapter of the second
. epistle to the Corinthians in which it is said
that, “ God is able to make all grace abound
-towards you, that ye, having all suﬂicnency in
all things, may be able to abound unto every
good work.” “How can God do this,” was his
inquiry; and one of -much interest to him, a8
he was frequently compelled to suffer the poor
whom he would gladly have assisted, to go
- away from him unrelieved. Just at this time,
be received a letter from a friend, informing
him, that he had been reduced by misfortunes
to poverty and distress, and requesting of
him some assistance. This moved the heart
of Francke still more; and after praying over
- the subject, the plan-of the « Biblical Observa-
~ tions,” struck him as the most likely to ene
able him to do any thing for his relief. His
employments were, however, at this time
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B0 pressing, that every part of the day was

devoted to some particular object, none of

which cotild be set aside; and it seemed likely
still, that his plan would fail. But ke, ever
fertile in expedients, determined to take the
time which he usually spent at his evening
meal for this purpose; ‘and was thus enabled
to finish the numbers with punctuality.

'The sentimerits of the work appear to have ’
been correct and scriptural, and his criticisms
were no doubt well founded. Still the work
was unaceeptable both to-some of his friends,
and to his foes; first, because he seemed to
manifest a want of respect for Luther, in'find-
ing fault with some of his translations; and
second, because he issued the work in month-
ly numbers, which was uncommon at that
time, except with works of a very frivolous,
character. He sent some of. these numbers
for distribution and for sale to a friend of his.
at Berlin, a man of sincere piety, but of ardent
temperament. They ‘seem to have struck
him unfavourably; for he replied to Francke
in a letter containing the severest reproof.-
The answer of Francke is characteristic. -

- «Tt gives me much pleasure, dear brother,
H2
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. that you have reproved me; for you have

- done so with a sincere love tome and tothe
church of God. I am therefore not displeased
with your severity ; on the contrary, it has
given me a higher esteem for you, than I have
ever before felt ; and this letter is more pre-
cious to me than any other I have received
from you. I beseech you ever to deal thus
with me, and without the least reserve to tell -
me of my faults and my indiscretions.- Be as-
sured that such reproof will ever be agreeable
to me. All that I complain of between us
" is, that we so unfrequently tell each other of
our failings, and that when we do, our feel-
ings are so often excited thereby. Some time
ago, you wrote to me, exhorting me to awake
and be diligent in the service of the Lord; and
for that advice I sincerely thanked you. You
have now reproved me, and I thank you still
more. Be assured that I am tenderly at-
tached to you, and that I pray the Lord to
blegs your for your kindness to me.” He
~ now relates to him the causes of his under-
taking the work, and states his reasons for
publishing it in the way he did; reasons which
it is unnecessary to repeat here, inasmuch as
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to our readers, he will not be thought to- have
committed any fault. .

«In this whole aﬁ'alr,” he continues, “I
have not sowed to myself, and do not expect
to reap to myself.. My object was the honour
~of God, and the spiritual as well as temporal
good of men; and this being the case, I feel
no regret for what I have done, nor any desire
to discontinue this effort. I am not aceus-
tomed to lay up a single farthing for myself:
if I have food and raiment, I am content; and
these my Heavenly Father constantly supplies
me.”—He concludes in the' following lan-
guage. « Your letter has been. of much -
service to me, in leading me to self-examina-
tion—to prayer—to the exercise of caution
and sincerity in my conduct. I again thank
you for your plainness and frankness with me.
May the Lord reward you! In time to come,
watch over me, and do not spare me when
you find any thing blame-worthy. I should
not have defended myself, nor - mentioned
what led to this publication, had I not sup- -
posed it wrong to leave you prejudiced
against, and ignorant of the reasons which
influenced me. I cannot but hope that your
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opinion will now change. Will it' not' my
brother? Can we not be ‘again joined in
heart? You have asked my pardon, in' case
you had misunderstood me. I desire no
apology from you—I must, on the contrary,
ask to be forgiven for causing you pain and -
ill will. * * * The friend for whom I have
been labourmg, has been' compelled even to
sell his Bible. Will you not do something for
his relief? May the Lord J esus be your sup-
“port and strength!” = -

This truly humble and .christian rep]y,
completely changed the views and feelings
of his friend, who acknowledged his error, in
writing so hastily, and sent a donation for
the benefit of the afflicted individual.*

- This work was attacked too, by several of
the party who were enemies to Francke, and
-the Pietists. Some copies of it had, by some
means, been carried to Sweden, and Dr.
Mayer, a learned theologian of that country,
attacked it and its author with great vehe-
‘mence. This example was followed by some
-others; -and Francke replied at length, and

* The income of the ﬁork was such, in addition to this, as to
“enable him to fulfil completely his penevolent intentions.
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most triumphantly, to all their -objections, in
a spirit of meekness .and piety, which should
and -would have ‘closed their mouths, hud
they been. possessed of either candour or
generosity. .

About the yeat 1698 he was a,gam m-
“volved in difficulties, W1th the ministers. of
Halle. They had, since the former dissen-. -
sions, restrained; to some extent, their dispo-
sition to censure and abuse the Pietists, but
had not failed, when an opportunity offered -
of doing it secretly, to throw out insinuations
with regard to- them. Early in this-year
Francke preached a sermon upon Matt. vii.
15—23.— Beware of false prophets, which
come to you in ‘sheep’s clothing, but inwardly
they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know
them by their fraits. Do ‘men gather grapes
of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every
good tree bringeth forth-good. fruit; but a
corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good '
tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can
a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every
tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn
down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by
their fruits ye shall know them. Not every
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one that sdith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth
the will of my Father which is in heaven.
Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied in thy name ? and in
thy -name have cast out devils? and. in'thy
' name done many wonderful works? - And
then I will profess unto them, ¥ never knew
- you: depart from me, ye that work ini-
“quity”~—in which, without any personal re-
ferences, he.pointed out clearly, and emphati-
cally, the distinction between- true and false
'prophets. The ministers of  the city, could
not suppose him to have had any other object
in view, than that of attacking them, and ac-
cordingly took all that he had said, to them-
selves. They replied immediately to his ser-
~mon, and in a tone of great bitterness, and
‘accused him before the ¢ consistory of inju-
ries,”—a court which took cognizance of such
cases. He was.called upon to answer to their
charges, and to prove what he had alleged
against them. He stated in reply, that his
expressions were very general, and that of
course he was not to blame, if any one dis-
covered his own character portrayed therein.
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He called God to witness, that his present
reply was-not made with-any desire to retali-
ate-for the many abusive reports circulated
against him, nor to injure the feelings of any.
one; but for the honour of God, and the good.
of man ; -and, moreover, that he would, state
nothing which he could not prove. He then
stated his obJectlons to the style of preach-
ing common in the city; that the doctrines
of the Scripture were, many of them, ob-.
scured, or neglected; as for instance, faith,
regeneration, holiness, self-examination ; that
the word of Geod -was sometimes used :to
prove doctrines, the most : agreeable to the
carnal heart; thus the text, “rejoice with
thert that.do rejoice,” was made to-authorize
‘dancing, feasting, and drinking to ‘excess;
and that the spiritual application of the in- - .
spired word, was entirely neglected.. - He
went on to state, that he was not fond of-
contention, and that he had always ¢ followed-
the things that make for peace,” but that the
city clergy had never ceased, in every way"
they dared, to injure him, from the time he
had first came among them ; that they could
not accuse him of returning evil for -evil ;-
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hat he had constantly indulged the hope,
that forbearance on his part would open their .
eyes to the rectitude of his intentions, and
that the good which followed: his labours,
would .convince them that. God had given.
~ his-approbation to him.. But he had been
disappointed. - They had-refused all friendly
intercourse with him, and continued their
opposition. . They had warned the people
against coming to his church, declaring it te
be the. way to hell. He concluded by de«
claring his willingness to forgive and forget
what was past, and his desire for peace..
So fully confident was Francke of the jus-
“tice of his cause, that he published the ser-
mon, and thus brought: the matter more fully-
before the public... .This. only increased the
. opposition. Reviews and replies were writ-
ten on every side, accusing him and his col-
~ leagues, Breithaupt 'and Anton, of various
~ errors. Finally, a commission was appointed
by the Elector of Brandenburg, consisting ot
four- distinguished ‘men, from various parts.
of -Germany, to settle again their difficulties.
They continued their examination nearly a.
month, and then recommended an agreement,
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which was signed by the professors, on the
one side, and the ministers on the other. -

By this document, the .professors of theo-
logy were exonerated from all the charges
brought against them; all the unpleasant
circumstances Wwhich had- occurred, were to
be forgwen and forgotten; the ministers and
professors were to meet together monthly, or
weekly, for secial prayer, and mutual exhor-
tation ; and every thing that tended to injure
the ‘feelings of either party, was to be. care-,
fully avoided.. Many other sub]ects were
mentioned, but these were -the more promi-
nent topics.. This compromise was confirmed
by the Elector, and though nothing is stated
in reference to the propriety of the conduct
of either side, it is easy to see, that that of
the professors was far the most favourably'
regarded. This was still more manifest in-
the letter of .the Elector to the government. ,
A thanksgiving was ordered in all the pulpits
of Halle, at the termimation of the -business;
and a sermon, exhorting to a eontinyance of
peace; was preached by one of the Commis-
sioners.

Although this aﬁ‘au' was now 5o peaceﬁn]ly
I
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disposed of, the minds ‘of theforthodox)party,
were not at rest. They, however, saw the
policy of coinciding with the views of gov-
ernment, and acted with apparent cordiality
towards the Pietists. ~In the'course of time,
the association of ministers of the-city, as-a
testimony of their desire to continue on good
terms. with Francke, invited hinr to take
charge of a vacant church in the city. This
offer he' deented it his duty to accept. - It'is
an- interesting fact, that at the time of his
death, of ‘the two of his opposers who still
rémained in Halle, one preached his funeral
* sermon, in which he spoke of Francke, as
. «a theologianwho had deserved well of 1he
whole Lutheran church.”

But freedom from persecution was not the
lot of Francke. .Scarcely had one enemy
been silenced, when another arose still’more
violent in his - opposition. - Not long “after
+ peace had been restored in Halle, he was at-
tacked again by Dr. Mayer, in'a work enti-
tled, « Notices of the Pietists, by a Swedish
Theologian.” The first question discussed in
this work is, “ Who are the Pietists ?” The
reply of the author is, “ They are fanatics,
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who, under the appearance of sanctity, are
endeavouring to injure the pure Lutheran re-
ligion ; to overthrow its doctrines, and all its
excellent and scriptural regulations ; to-open
the door to heretics of every kind ; by their
pretended holiness, to mislead unstable souls
who are blind to their errors, and who, fol-
lowing closely  the .steps -of their leaders;
hasten ‘with them to eternal damnation.”—
The last is one of a similar character, and
answered in the same way. “ Where are the
Pietists described in.the word of God ?”
Answer: “In 2d Timothy, iii. 1—9. ¢ This
know also, that in. the last days, perilous
times shall come; for men shall be lovers
of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, &c. &c.’” This disgraceful
attack was- answered, and its arguments
completely refuted, by the theological faculty
at Halle, against whom it was aimed in gen-
eral, and Francke in particular. They pro-
tested against theterm (Pietist,)and hoped to
bring it into disuse; inasmuch, as although
the name. would bear a favourable interpre-
tation, it was not generally given. In this
they did not succeed, but the name soon came
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to be considered, rather- as.an. honour, than
otherwise; -as all the - friends of true plety
were compelled to bear it.

‘Manyother attacks were made upon
Francke, butthey | had little effect either upon
him or his labours. His peace of mind and
confidence in the rectitude of his-cause; never
. forsook him." The reproaches of his enemies
served only to make him more guarded in all
his deportment, and so far from fixing any
stigma upon his character, they rather served
to create friends for him, by leadmg men to
examine the' grounds of accusation against
him. ‘« All the machinations of  his ene-
mies,” says his biographer, ¢ were completely
powerless against that faith which he exer-
cised, and never destroyed that peace of his,
which ¢the world can neither. glve nor take
away 99 ) R
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' CHAPTER V1.

The Orphan House—Circumstances which led to its
) erecum—Dqﬁcultzec attending the work

Fr is a remark not unfrequently lllustrated
in the experience of Christians, that those
who live in entire devotion to the service of
God, are often permitted in the use of means

' “apparently the mest insignificant, to behold

extensive and blessed results. This was' pre-
eminently the case with Francke in his la-
bours, and especially in his.efforts for the
‘poor. He was not rich, yet he commenced
and completed, by Divine assistance, an estab-
lishment as extensive as almost any other of
its kind in Europe, with which his name will
ever be associated, and by which his memory
will no doubt reach to the most distant gene-
rations. Faith seems in him to have been
indeed a living principle, enabling him, with
full assurance of success when in- the path
of duty, to undertake any enterprise which
promised to do good. - His life was a life of
.
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dependence upon the Son of God; and the
secret of his usefulness was, that he “com-
mitted his ways unto the Lord,” and “leaned.
not to his own undérstanding.” This truth
will be fully exemplified in the history of the
Orphan House, of which he was the founder.
It was then customary at Halle, for the
poor tocall, at stated times, at the houses of
their benefactors, to receive alms. In the
suburb of Glaucha, they generally came once
a week; and on these occasions, Francke was -
in the habit of. glvmb them' food, &c.. A
company of beggars jis, in general, a most
~disgusting sight, and the feelings of pity
which they excite, are commonly mingled
with those of disapprobation and abhorrence.
Such, however, were not the emotions of
~ Francke, as, week after week, they assembled
before his house in considerable numbers. He
saw, indeed, many among them whase vices
~were the sole cause of their misery, and
whose condition was truly wretched, being lost
almost to-the common feelings of humamty
But there was another class not less misera-
ble, but less guilty, who interested his feelings
much more, and these were the children and
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youth, who were growing up in the midst of
the most pernicious influences, and becommg
daily more depraved. -

" One day as they collected beﬁ)re hls door,
having long meditated some. plan -for doing
them good without coming to any particular
result, he went out and brought them all into
his house, and caused them to be seated, the
older people on one side, and the children on
the other. He then began to question the
‘children-upon the Catechism, and to inquire
into their knowledge of Divine truth, in a kind
and engaging manner, permitting the parents
and older persons to hear. After continuing
this a quarter of an hour, he made a short
prayer and dismissed them, after distributing
to them their usual alms. He requested them
to come in a similar way every week, that he
might impart to them spiritual and temporal
food at the same time. -This was.aboat the
beginning of the year 1694, about the time
that he entered upon: the dut;les of his Pro-
fessorship.

"' In examining the chxldren on these occa-
sions, he found among them the most deplora-
ble ignorance. His first desire, of course,
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Was to give them some proper ‘ideas of the
natuve of religion, as the foundation of all
moral improvement; and as this could not’
be well done but by teaching -them to read, he’
determiried to give them the means of instruc-
tion. He distributed to their parents a small
sum of money weekly; sufficient, however, to
enable them to send their children to school.
He soon discovered :that this plan was not
about to secure his object; for. many of them
used the money for other - purposes, -and
‘neglected their children; and of those .who
* came to school, very few received any parti-
cular advantage. - - L
- Another class of poor, to wit, these whose
fecliigs would not - suffer them to beg, but
who 'were not the less in .need of . aid, in-
terested his feelings. To relieve their neces-
" gities, and to support the charity he had al-
ready begun to the poor-children, he obtained
-a box, and sent it around weekly,among the
 pious students and others,for contributions.
““The collection thus ‘made was very smal,
-and soon ceased altogether, on account of
the poverty of those whe had contributed.
. He then fastened up a box in his house, above
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which he mniade this imscription,” “Whoso

hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother
have need, and shutteth up his bowels ‘of
compassmn from hini, how dwelleth the love
of God in him?” and below, this, “Every man
as he hath purposed - in his heart, so let him

give, not grudgmgly or-of necessity; for God
loyeth a cheerful giver” This box was more

successful than the former, for frequent dona-
tions were made to it by those who came: m-
to his house. -

-About three montbs aﬁerwards,
person deposited in this box at one timé, the
sum of four dollars and sixteen groschen,* for
the poor. 'When Francke saw this sum, he
was much delighted, and said, in joyful faith,
“This is a considerable capital, worthy to be
laid out in some important undertaking: I
will commence a charity-school therewith.”
This resolution was no sooner adopted, than
he began to’ put it in ‘execution. - He pur-

* A German or Rlx dollar is about 70 cents Amencan oni-
rency; and the Groschen, of which 24 make the dollar, are, of -
course, equal to nearly three cents each. Money was, at that
time, in Prussia, much more valuable than at present, which
will partly account®for the amount accomplished by this small
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chased books to the amount of two dollars,

- and engaged an indigent student, for a small

sum, to teach the children he might collect,
two hours daily. . The children received the
‘books gladly, and came wﬂlmgly to school;
but of the twenty-seven who received them,
- only four or five returned on the second day;
their parents or they themselyes, having dis-
posed of their books, and. being on this ac-
count ashamed to come again. This mis-
fortune at the outset did not, however, dis-
- courage Francke. He expended the remain-
der of his money in books, and took care that
the children should not take them home w1t.h
them.

.He was. as yet unable to hire a. place for
the schoal; but ever ready to. make sacrifices
of personal comfort for the purpose of doing
. good, he appropriated a part of his own study-
to this object. . In ‘this room he placed an-
other box with this inscription, “Feor the
education- and assistance of poor children ;”

and “ He that hath pity on the poor, lendeth
to the Lord; and that which he hath given,
‘will He pay him again.” Aboyt two months
afterwards, in June 1695, he was visited by
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soine fnends, who were gratified with his
efforts, and contributed several dollars to: the
support of the school. He received too, from
time to - time .small donations by. his box.
Soen after this, some of the citizens who.saw
that- the children. under: his . care-were well
instructed, offered to send some of their chil-
dren to the school,-paying ‘a ‘small sum for
each child; enough, however, to enable him
to increase the salary of the teacher, and
increase the number of hours employed in
giving instruction. He had altogether about
fifty or sixty scholars this summer; the poorer
of whom, besides gratuitous mstmctlon, ]

ceived other alms, two or three timés a week,
His undertaking had now bécome so well
known, that he received, occasionally, dona-
tions of money and clothing for the poor
children. It was during this.summer, that
he laid the foundation of the “Royal School,”
as it was afterwards called. A widow lady.
of rank, made application to him for a teacher
to take charge of her children, and those of
her friends; and he, being unable to find one
who had made the necessary attainments for
such a station, proposed that these children
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. shéuld be sent to Halle, where he would take
* cliange of them,-and put them under the di-
rection of competent teachers and guardians.
‘This plan wasagreed to; and in the course of
a few menths, some more pupils were sent in
the same. way, so-that. the school gradually
grew in reputation and mportance, having, in
1709, seventy scholars and twenty teachers. -
-, This summer too, he received a donation,
which.formed quite an era in the history of
his charitable efforts. This was the sum of five
hundred dollars, sent him by 4 pious indivi-
" dual, to be applied to the use of the poor,
and especially the ‘poor students, of- whom
there are -always ' many .at the German
Universities. . It may be supposed, that it
was with no little joy that he looked upon
this - sum, which gave to. his efforts an im-
portance which he had as yet scarcely at-
tathed to them himself. Besides this, he
received, in the course of the autumn, one or
two other donations, amounting to a hundred
and twenty dollars; part of which was ex-
pressly for the charity-school. About this
time his scholars had increased so much, that
they could not be taught in the room they
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had thus far occupied, and he rented another,
in a neighbouring house, and shortly after;
one more. . He now divided the ehildren of
the citizens, from the charity scholars, and
appointed a separate teacher for each depnrt
ment. .
Francke could not but remark, that though
the children were carefully taught, many of
them lost all the advantages of their instruc-
tion, from the evil influence of their compan~
ions out of school, who were generally de»
praved and ignarant. ‘The idea oocurred to
him, that he should take some of these chil-
dren entirely into his own hands, and bring
them up under his own eye. This was the
thought which gave origin to the Orphan
House; for from this be was led. on, step by
step, until he was almost. compelled to under-
take the work of erecting that establishment.
He mentioned the plan of taking some of the
orphan, and- other poor children, under his
own care, to some friends, one of whom dying -
shortly after, left him five handred -dollars,
the interest of which was to be appropriated
'~ to their support. He looked upon this event
as 2 mark of divine approbation of his plan;
K
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and began immediately to inquire for some
little - orphan, to whose support he might
devote . this sum: He received information
of-a family of four, left without parents, and
“entirely destitute. Instead of one.of these,
he took the whole four; but a pious - person
having relieved him of the burden of one of
them, he found another in its stead. He-
placed them in pious families, where their
morals and habits would be ‘attended to, for
which attention he paid a small sum, and
caused-them to be instructed in his charity
school. ' He had taken this stepin reliance
upon. God, and he now found that He often
gives increase of faith: and ability to them
who trust in him: He had not the means of
supporting even one of these children; and
yet, says he, “as I had begun without any
other support than. trust in God, to take
charge of ‘these orphans, I now felt en-
couraged to undertake even more than this.”
The following day he received two orphans,
and shortly afterwards three more. He ap-
pointed a superintendent to take charge of
them and their affairs, as he was already en-
gaged in 8o many duties, that he could not
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attend personally to them. The - person
rhosen was George H. Neubauer, a student
of Theology, ‘who had manifested considera-
ble interest'in children, by assisting Francke
in ‘catechising the children at Glaucha. = -

In the meantime, while he was incurring
these additional expenses, God did not for-
sake him, nor suffer his faith to fail. “At this-

. time;” says he, “He who is the father of

the fatherless, and who is able to do for us
far more than we can ask or think, came to

-my assistance in ‘a ‘manner that my poor

reason could never have “anticipated. He
moved the heart of the person who made me
the first large donation which I received, to
give me a thousand dollars, for my orphans
and my school. ‘Another person sent me three

hundred dollars; another "a hundred, and

many gave me smaller sums.” -He was' en-
abled now not only to support . his children,
and to assist many of the indigent students,
but to purchase and enlarge the house where
his schools had hitherto been' taught. In
taking this step, he seems to have acted
under the conviction that he was laying the
foundation of an institution which God
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would give him the means of supporting, and
which would be ‘lasting - and - important.
Having now a house large 'enough for, his
schools, and for the accommodation of his
orphan children, he brought them all together
under the same roof, under the care of Neu-
bauer their supérintendent, assisted by-such
_teachers as were necessary.. The number
of children thus supported soon amounted to
elghteen o
“The assistance which he had unparted to
the indigent students, consisted hitherto of a
small sum of money, weokly. . He determined
‘now to give them their meals, free of expense,
at a public table in the Orphan House. He
thought this plan likely to be more advanta-
- geous to the students themselves, and it gave
him the opportunity-of advising them, watch
' ing over their deportment, and correcting what
_he saw amiss.. It'also enabled him to learn
their characters and attainments so well, as
to be able to choose with safety his teachers
from among them. These students were,
many of them, intending to become teachers,
and Francke afterwards formed them into a
¢ teacher’s seminary,” or school for teacher 3,
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in which he trained up instructors for the
numerous departments of the Orphan-house
schoals, and for sumlar suuatxons throughout
Germany. :

Not long after this, ﬁndmg hlmself aga.m
in want of room, for his constantly increasing
pupils, he bought  the house immediately
adjoining his present one, and united the two
‘together. He now divided his school again,
into a male and female department, and these
again into different classes, each of which
had their separate hours of instruction, as
well as different teachers. . They were all
‘taught gratuitously, except the children of the
citizens, who had increased so much as to
form. a large school of . themselves. Some
of these last, whe were intended to receive a
liberal education, were formed into a separate
class; and together -with some. of the orphan
“boys of superior understanding, were put un-
der the care of distinct teachers, to receive
.instruction in -the sciences, and languages.
This branch of the school soon increased be-
yond almost any other, amounting, in about
ten years, to above two hundred and fifty

| scholars, sixty-four of whom were orphans.
‘ X2
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In1730, the number belonging: to this school
was five hundred.

Still the mumber of his. scholars, and of the
students whom he gratuitously supplied at
the . Orphan-house table, increased, until at
length his two-houses were too small to.ac-
commodate them.. He began now to think.
of - obtaming a large building ; and with a view
of securing a good plan, in case he was com-~
pelled to erect onc, he sent Neubauer. to
Holland, to visit the celebrated Orphan houses
of that country. In the mean time a large
hotel, near one of the- gates of the. city, was
. offered for sale; and thinking the house a
convenient one for his purpose, Francke
bought it for 1950 dollars.* .

. But even this building was soon: too small
for his purpose, the orphan children amount-
ing to a hundred, and the students, who re-
ceived their food at the public table, to seven-
1y, with numerous teachers, overseers, and
servants ; and he ‘was compelled to prepare

_* We mention the amount, that the reader may contrast
the sums which Providence now enabled Francke to expend,

with these at the commencement of his undertaking, when the

purchase of twenty or thmy little books, almost exhausted his
Tésources. ,
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for erecting a still larger building. The
ground in the. immediate \ vicinity of the
hotel, offered a convenient situation, and he
purchased it shortly after, as a site for the
rew Qrphan House. It might .be supposed
that Francke would .not venture upon such
an undertoking as that he now contemplated,
without some amount.of funds, already pre-
vided. The following is his own language
on this subject: “Since the work has been
thus far carried on without any sum of money,
or other means secured beforehand, but by
that which the Lord has been pleased to send
at the time; so, though at this time I had not
‘the fands necessary for erecting even a very
small house, much less such a one as I now
thought of, yet God, in his goodness, gave me
such a confidence in himself, that I came to the
determination to commence the building with-
out delay.” Accordmgly, Neubauer was re-
called from Holland, a plan: agreed upon, and
the foundation of the hew Orphan House laid,
with religious exercises, on the 24th of July,
1698. '

The history of the various trmls which at-
tended the erection of this bmldang, and the
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-spirit with which they were endured, is so in-
teresting, that we shall give it with a con-
siderable degree of minuteness.* The diffi-

culties at the very commencement of the

work were numerous, and would have caused
a man of less faith and perseverance, to de-
“spond. There was at one time a deficiency

of lime and sand, then of stone, then of the .

horses necessary- to bring ‘these. materials,
and at another of money. . In such cases he
always resorted to his. closet, and there
made known his wants by prayer to God.
For every thing except the timber for - the
building, which- alone was provided in any
sufficient ‘quantity, he- depended upon the

. Before entering upen the narration of theaa fwts, it may be
well to remind the reader, that the plan of erecting this Orphan
House was exceedingly popular. The success which had attended
his efforts to provide temporary accommodations for the arphans,
- was doubtless well known. He had travelled abroad very much,
and was highly dlstlngulshed and when he undertook the more
important and expensive work of erecting such a building, it ex-
citeduniversal attention and sympathy. Donatibns might well be
" expected in every form, and from almost every source ; and some-
times the supply would be remarkably adapted to the need.
From a knowledge of the general views and character of Francke,
we have every reason to suppose that there was nothing like
presumption in his measures or expectations, though his faith
was strong and unwavering.
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good hand of the Lord, from week to week,
and he was never disappointed. It happened
often that he was without a single farthing,
when hundreds of persons were to be sup-
" plied from his table, so that he'was compelled
to dlsgoee of every thing that was not indis-
lejto be able to purchase bread ; once
the steward was unable to obtain a few cents,
to purchase candles, that the children might
not sit in darkness; until it was already dark;
and yet assistance was always rendered,
though sometimes in the last extremity. The
children were always tomfortably provided
for, and the labourers regularly received their
hire. The labours of each day were com-
menced with prayer; and at the end of the
weok, when the workmen were paid, they
were addressed by some one, and the duties. :
of the week closed in a similar manner.
They laboured with’ alacrity and pleasure,
and the work, notwithstanding its size, and
the hinderances alluded to, went gradually
and steadily forward; and in about a year
the walls were completed, and the building
covered. In April 1700, it began to be in-
habited, and not long after was entirely fin-
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ished, as if to silence those who so. hberally
censured the undertaking. '

The narrative which Francke glves of. hls'
labours, and the many instances of divine in-
terference in his behalf] is truly edifying, dis-
playing in himself, a most surprising confi-
dence in God; and a series of providential
assistances which would scarcely be credited,
were they not so abundantly confirmed by
the testimony of witnesses.*

« About ‘the month of April 1696 our
ﬁmds were almost exhausted and I knew not

hd These wntnesm were contemporary with Francke, and
some of them, his acquaintances and pupils. Their testimony is
carefully compiled by his biographer, from various: accounts of
his llfe. in funeral discourses, and other works of the bect
character still extant. :

Ses “Die' Personalien, welche der von J. G, Fra.ncke, bald
. nach A. H. Franckens Tode gehalten, Leichenpredigt, ange.
fuegt sind, (in den Epicedien Franckens befindlich.) '

Also “ Oeffentliche Erweckungsrede an die Studiosos Theo
logie, auf der Keenigs. Univ., ueber das Beispiel A. H. Franckena,
gehalten am 25 Jan. 1727, von G. F. Rogall.”

«Kurze, jedoch gruendliche Nachricht von dem sehr merkw.
und erbau. Lebenshauf. A. H. Franckens, ete.” Budingen, 1728.

“ Franckens Stiftungen,” 3 baende, 1792—1798, and various
other works quoted in the work from which this is extracted, t>
wit, * A, H. Francke, eine Denkschnﬁ zur Seecularfeior seines
Todes.” (Halle, 1827.)

See also “Conversations Lexlkon," now editing in Philadelphis,
ander the name of “ Encyclopedia Americana,” art. Francke.
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whither to look. for the necessary supplies,
for the next week. This caused me the greater
distress, as I was not at that time accustomed
to.such trials. But it pleased the Lord to
send me assistance, and at the very time
when it.was needed. He inclined the heart
of some person, who was, and is yet unknown
to me, to put into-my hands, by means of an-
other individual, the sum of ene thousand
_dollars, for the suppert of the Orphan House.
The Lord be praised for his goodness, and
reward the giver-a thousand fold, with spir-
itnal blessings ! . At another time, when our
stores were exhausted, the steward came to
me; and represented, that. it would be neces--
sary soon to procure a considerable amount
of provisions. Welaid our case before the
Lord. Soon an opportunity offered of ob-
taining the necessary-funds for our purpose,
from a friend wha needed but to know of eur
wants, to offer his aid. But we were unwilling
to be.burdensome to-him, as he had been al-
ready liberal in his donations, and we-wished
to leave ourselves in the hands of Gad, know-
ing that He was able, and he had shown
himself willing, to assist us. . We therefore
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commended ourselves anew to himin prayer,
and we had scarcely finished; when there was
a knock at my door, and a well-known friend
entered, bringing me a letter and fifty dollars
_in gold, from a person in another place. This,
together with twenty dollars, which were re-
ceived soon after, completely supplied our
wants, and we were taught that God will often
hear prayer, almost before it is offered.”

“In the month of October 1698, I sent a
ducat to a poor and afflicted woman,-in
another place. I received, soon after, a letter
from her, saying, that it had come to hand at
a time when shie greatly needed it ; and pray-
ing God to return to my poor children a
¢heap of  ducats,’ -for it. . Soon .after, I re-
ceived from a friend twenty-five ducats, from'
another two, and from two others forty-five.
About this time too, Prince Paul of Wur-
temberg died, and left a large purse marked,
‘for the Orphan House at Halle,’ which I
found to contain five hundred ducats in gold.
When I saw all this money on the table be-

- fore me, I could not but think of the prayer
~ of the poor woman, and how literally it
had been fulfilled. In February 1699, I was
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again in very straitened - circumstances,. and
must enumerate that among my times of
trial. I was almost entirely without fumds,
although much was needed, for the sapply <

of the daily wants of the children, and other

poor:. In this state of dlﬂiculty, I comforted.
myself with the promise of. the Lord Jesus, -
< seek first the kingdom of God, and his righ-
teousness, and all these things shall be added
unto‘you,” and strove to bring myself to an
unwavering confidence in God. When I had
given-out the last of our money, I prayed to
the Lord to look upon-my necessities. As
I left my room to go into the College, to de-
liver my usual lecture, I found a student wait-
ing for me below, who put into my hands the
sum of seventy dollars, which had been sent
mie from a distance. Although our expenses
were now se -great, that.this money did
not last but two or three days, and I was
unable to predict how I should be able to
meet them for the future, yet by the good
providence of the Lord, our dlfﬁcultxes were
constantly relieved.” .

Francke states, that in the ‘midst of wli
these trials and embarrassments, so precisely

‘L
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was the supply suited to their, warits, that in
no instance had the children been forced to
go without their meals; and no one, except
his .immediate assistants, was acquainted
with their difficulties. This is not a little
surprising, when we remember that hundreds
depended upon him ; and not less.so, the fact
that. his own tranqmlhty and peace of mind
were constantly retained, :
.%Soon afterwards,” he continues, “we were
in the gr.eatest want, and the steward eame
to me, asking for money to meet the expenses.
of the week. . I knew not what to reply to
him ; for I was without funds, and had no ex-
pectation of any supply. But I trusted in
the Lord, and determined to go-to my closet,
- and spread-my wants before him. As I was
. engaged, however, in dictating to an amanu-
ensis, I sat down until this piece of work
should be finished.- When it was ended, I
aroge to go to my closet, and while en my
way, a letter was put into my hands from a
merchant, informing me that he had received
a check for a thousand dollars, to be paid
me for the- Orphan House. How forcnbly did
I feel the meaning of that promise, (Isaiah
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. 24,) *Before they call I will answer,
and while they are yet speaking, I will hear

I had now :no reason to ask for assistance, .

but went and praised the Lord for his good-
ness. I was thus led more and more, to place
my trust upon Ged, and glve up all depen-
dence upen man.” -

¢« At another time, in the same year, when
I was in similar clrcumstances, I walked
abroad and meditated upon the glory of na-
ture ; the heavens and the earth, and my
faith was thereby much strengthened. I'said
within myself, ¢ How happy is that man, who,
though he is poor, and can lean on nothing
here below,. can trust in the living God, who
made these heavens and this earth, and thus
be satisfied and joyful, even theugh in ad-
versity?  Although I well knew that for
this very day, I'had need of a “considerable
sum of money, yet my heart was even joyful,
for I was strong in faith in God. When'I
came into the house, the superintendent of
the building was there, and desired some
money for the payment of the labourers,
¢ Has any money been received? said he. I
answered; ¢ No; but I have falth in God ?
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Scarcely had I uttered these words, when
some one was announced at the door; and on
going to him, I found he had brought me
thirty dollars from some person,- whom he
- would not name. I returned to the -study,
and - asked - the ‘ superintendent how much
“money he needed. He replied,. ¢ Tlurty dol-

 lars.’ *Here they-are, said- I, We were

both strengthened in our faith, by this happy
supply, since we saw therein the hand of
God, in giving us what was necessary at the
very time when it was needed.” - -
“ At another time of great need with us,
I made particular use in my prayer to God,
of the fourth petition in the Lord’s prayer,
¢ Giveus this day our daily bread,’ and dwelt
upon the-words this day—~for we needed im-
mediate aids While I -was yet praying, a
* friend to the Orphan House came to'my door
and brought me four hundred dollars.—In
the year 1700, I was sick for some weeks,
and when I recovered, and was able to go out
- for the first-time, I prayed the Lord to bless
my ¢ goings-out, and my comings-in.’ This
_prayer he was pleased literally to answers;
‘for as I left the house, a most comforting and
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encouraging letter was put into my hand,
and at my return another, containing a hun-
dred dollars for - the support of our children,
with the exhortation to continue the good
work. This letter was from a pious merchant,
a hundred miles distant. The Lord remem-
ber his kindness! On one occasion, a pious
and benevolent female was visiting -our Or--
pban-house, and discovered that we were
much in want of many things, but though in
the habit of doing much for us, she could not
now render any assistance. ' She, however,
spoke of our situation to another person,
who replied to her, that she was just about to
give fifty dollars to the Orphan House. Our
friend saw the hand of God so clearly therein,
and was so grateful for- the supply of our
wants, that she was moved even to weeping.” -
" 'The instances of this kind which occurred
were very numerous during the whole pro-
gress of the work, and they could be enume-
rated to almost any extent. Some of the
more remarkable that remain of those which
his biographer has selected, must suffice for
this work. )

«It has often happened that when I have
L2
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been relating to strangers who were. visiting
_ me, some of the providences which have at-
tended this undertaking, that théy have been
witnesses to similar instances while present
with me, much to the confirmation of their
faith. It happened once when a friend from
a distance was sitting with me, that a boy
~came -in, bringing with him twenty dollars
- for the Orphan House, and a written pro-
mise that the same amount should be yearly
sent to us, as long as the life and health
of the giver were preserved. He would
-not mention the name of the donor, and
wished only a receipt. . At another time I
was recounting to a Christian friend some
of our remarkable deliverances. from want,
by which he was so ‘much affected, that he
even wept. While I was speaking, as if to
confirm my statements, I received a letter
containing a check for five hundred dollars.”
Such instances occurred not. unfrequently,
and tended not a little to strengthen their faith
in the promises of God, and to convince them
of his favour towards this work.
“It happened ence, that I was in need of
a large sum of money, but had it not, and did
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not know where to obtain even ten dollars.
" The steward came to me with his accounts,
but having no money for him, I asked him to
come again after dinner, and in the mean-
time gave myself to prayer. When he came
in the afternoon, all that I could do was to
ask him to come again in the evening. In

the afternoon I was visited by a friend, with
whom I united in prayer to God. I was

moved to praise him for the wonders of his

providence to men in all ages, and especlal]y

for the remarkable instances glven us in his

word. So much: was I confirmed in my faith

by this service, that I'did not once ask the

Lord to relieve my present difficulties. As I

accompanied my friend to the door at his de-

parture, I found the steward standing-on one
side, and on the other, another person who

put into my hands a purse contammg a hun-

dred and fifty dollars.” -

“ Some time afterwards, the supermtendent
of the building came for money to pay his
labourers. A friend who was- present, pro-
mised me ten dollars, and another four; but
could not give them to me at the.time. So I
said to him, *God will not leave us without
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assistance,’ and let him depart. When he
came to the Orphan House, he found the
labourers assembled, and waiting for . their
money. Just then, a well known. friend of
ours met him; and to him he made known
his wants. This friend immediately lent him
fourteen dollars, and he began his payments.
Before this sum was exhausted. I received
from another place upwards of thirty dollars,
which I immediately sent to him, and he
finished his payments as usual. The. next
week we were in equal difficulty, and in the
same way. I told the superintendent that
we should certainly have occasion to rejoice
again in the manifestation of God’s willing-
ness to favour our efforts, and repeated to
him, as he left me, that text, ‘Hitherto hath
the Lord helped us.’ Early the next mori-
ing T received fifty dollars, which was an
abundant supply for that day.—On a certain
occasion, when the steward was about to sell
a numnber of articles which were not indis-
‘pensable to him, I received a hundred dollars,
and relieved the difficulty which had caused’
him to think of this step; and not many hours
afte;', he was informed, in addition, that a
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la.rge quantity of provisions was on the way

to Halle, for the Orphan House. Hissitua-

tion was one of the most arduous in the

establishment, but he was so much- encour-
aged and animated by this unexpected as-
sistance, that he said he would never suffer

- himself to be anxious.in sutlr circumstances

thereafter, but would trust confidently in God.
He afterwards said, that from that time. for-
ward, instead of being cast down or distress-
ed by difficulties that arose, he was ever
thinking, “ Now we shall have reason again
to admire the manner in whlch God will
come to our ai :

«Ata certam time when our supphes were’
again exhausted, I was. conversing with my
assistants upon the state of our affairs, and
recalling to mind the Lord’s mercies to us in
time past, and rejoicing with them in . the
hope of continued assistance, and in the pri-
vilege of casting -all'our cares upon ¢ Him
who careth for us.”- We prayed together,
and committed all our concerns into his

"hands. The same hour the Lord moved the

heart of a friend of ours to think of us, and
to determine to send a donation of three
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hundred dollars to the Orphan House, which

we received the next day. On a similar occa-

sion shortly after, I received a letter. contain-
ing a check for two hundred and fifty dollars,
which was from a physician on the other side

of the sea, who had heard something of the .

Orphan House. This was not a little en-
. couraging to me ; for it convinced me, that the
Lord, rather than suffer our plan to fail, would
raise up friends for me in other countries.—
One evening the steward informed me that
he had paid out the last of his money. I
replied to him that I rejoiced at this, for God
would surely gladden our hearts again by
providing what was necessary. And I was
not disappointed : for the next morning I re-
ceived the sum of two hundred dollars. . -
“QOn a certain occasion, when I was not a

little straitened in my circumstances, I was-

walking in my garden, along a path which
was planted on both sides with lilies, now in
full bloom. - As I was thinking with myself,
those words of our Lord came into my mind:
¢Consider the lilies of the field, how they
grow, &c. If God so clothe the grass which
is in the field.........shall he not much more

— . BN oY gt et e ~ . e
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clothe you? &c.’. I determined to obey this
. exhortation, and said, mentally, ‘I will, Lord
according ‘to. thy word, give up all anxious

thoughts for the things of time ; but leave me:

not without assistance ; let it come-to pass, I

pray, according as Thou hast promised.”-

When I returned to the house, I found that
during ‘my absence some money had been
received for me; and shortly after another
donation- arrived, which"quit‘e relieved me for
the time, and taught me, in connection with

many similar mstances, to trust m God for

the future.”

The following mcndent 1llustrates two or:

three statements- already. made.— One of

my orphan children, who had. been a long -

time in the Orpban House, was about, on a

certain. occasion, to go'to visit his friends,

and came and asked me for two dollars to

pay his expenses by the way.. I told him
that I should be glad to give them to him, but
had not more than a half dollar in the world.
This he could scarcely believe, as he had

never discovered the least signs of poverty at

the Orphan House.. I assured him of my
willingness to give him the money if I had it,
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and told him:to return to mé again after a
short time, thinking ¥ might obtain it for him.
I thought, as he left me, of going to borrew
Lit; but being engaged in a piece of businesa
whuch could not- be postponed, and knowing
that the Lord could easily supply this lLittle
sum, if it was his will, I kept my seat. Scarce-
ly a quarter of .an hour had elapsed when a
certain person came in, bringing me twenty
dollars, and saying, that he had received it
over and ‘above his -ordinary annuity, and
- wished to devote it to the use of the orphans.
"I was now enabled to give the boy his. twa
dollars, which I did most cheerfully.” -
 “In this way bas a kind and merciful God
opened the hearts of men to sustain this work,
and a great number of instances have occur-
red besides those which I have here related.
During the time when our expenses were
very great, particularly while engaged in the
building of the Orphan House, his assistance
was proportioned to our necessities, and we -
~ had always reason to re]ome in being able to
trust all our concerns in his hands. It has
pleased the same wise God, however, some-
times to withhold his-aid so long, that thase
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around me' have said, that He did not appear
to look upon the-wark so favoumbly as at an
earlier period. On one occasion especially,
the trial of our faith was so severe that I
bave great reason to bless the Lord that he
did pot. suffer the minds of my assistants to
beceme impatient, nor unwilling to endure
the embarrassments under which we laboured.
At this time, wher those who laboured with
me had indulged the melancholy thought that
God had left us, and even spoke in this mamer
one to another; in that very hour, He, of his
infinite mercy, appeared for ounr assistance,
and refreshed us, as are the parched fields by
the plentiful showers. I received a letter
from a merchant, enclosing & draft for five
thousand dollars for the benefit of the Orphan
Heuse. The giver is unknown to me, for he
did not permit his name to be mentioned.
This is the Lord’s work; what shall I return.
unto himn for all his benefits ? Praise and bless
the Lord, oh my soul! I can indeed say,
¢Fhe Lord hath done wondrous thmgs,
whercof we are glad.’”
We have, perhaps, extended ' this account.
farther than necessary, but it wilk serve to
" de -



134 MEMOIRS 'OF FRANCKE. *

give a ‘more lively impression of the manner
in which this noble mstitution was completed.
- The contributors-to it were of every station,
and ‘almost ' of ‘every character. The king
of Prussia took-a lively interest in its success,
presented it with a large quantity of building
materials, one thousand dollars in money
twice, and allowed the institution many pri-
vileges. Besides hxm, officers, civil and- mili-
tary, preachers and teachers, citizens, ser-
vants, merchants, widows and erphans gave
it their support. Many who were not able
to give money, gave their labour. An apothe-
- cary ‘supplied the Orphan House with medi-
~ cines for a long time free of expense, and
even a chimney-sweeper gave a written obli-
gation to Francke to clean the chimneys gra-
tuitously as long as he lived. We cannot
wonder :that his efforts proved successful,
when the Lord opened the hearts of 50 many
to assist him. -

The blessing which- Francke seems to have
esteemed as highly, if not more so than any
other, was, that he had been favoured with
assistants and labourers, who looked upon
the work with something of his own feelings.
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Wlthout such men he would have been ynable
to carry on this enterprise. , In speaking of
them he says, that they were men of self-
denial, faith, and prayer, who did not expend
their time and labour, merely for the sake of,
reward, but considered themselves as servmg
the Lord, and doing good to. man. -

- By such co-operation and under the su-
perintending providence of that God, who
provided -this and every .means employed,
the Orphan House was finished. During
Francke’s life, it continued to increase: in
extent, and in the number of the children
supported and. instructed in it, so that in
1727, the year that he died, there were in all
the schools two thousand two hundred pupils.
One hundred and thirty four orphans lived in
the Orphan House, and about a hundred and
sixty other children, together with- two hun-
dred and fifty indigent students, daily ate at
the public tables of the estabhshment, with-
out charge.

- Does any one inquire “ with what feelmgs
did Francke regard this great work now in
successful operation?”” We will give the
answer in his own words: « Why should I
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- not give all the honour of this work to God,
and acknowledge that the praise of its suc-
cess belongs not to me, nor any other worm
of the dust, but .to Him who rules on high,
and who is the King of kings ? It is He, and
He alone who has sustained it, even from the
beginning. Hehas enabled me, his dependent
creature, to rely on his support, and not on
the help of man, and thus become the instru-
ment of accomplishing so- much. - Upoen him
has my soul rested, to him have I looked in
~ times of trial, and I have found by experience,
that he will not desert, nor put to shame those
who trust in him. But so far from looking
upon this as my work, when the thought has
entered my mind, that it was I who had built
the Orphan House, I who fed the poor, and
educated the ignorant, I haye banished it
from me as a temptation of Satan. It would
have been truly foolish in me, when I saw
hundreds at our tables daily, to have in-
dulged the thought that I was . supporting
them. I have often- smiled, when people
bave said in my hearing, that I must be very
rich to support this vast establishment, when
I was indeed poorer than the most of them.
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The Lord has taught me what the scriptures
mean, when they say, ¢ The eyes of all wait
on thee, and thou givest them their . meat in
due season; thou openest thy hand and satis-
fiest the wants of every living thing.’ - He

has led me in & way that I knew not of, and .

made this, from so small-a beginning, a most
extensive work, ‘supplying. every necessary
means at every stage of its. progress. He
has done for me more than I could even have
imagined : to Him therefore I attribute all
the success, and to hlm shall be -all the
‘praise.” . ‘

We doubt not the circumstances narrated
in this chapter, will be considered by many,
as almost passing belief. They will be dis-
posed to say that they approach too much to
a miraculous character, to have happened to
an uninspired man. They are indeed extra-
ordinary, and calculated to excite emotions
of wonder ; but the authorities by which they
are confirmed, are of unquestionable veracity,
and will satisfy every candid inquirer, that
they are simple and undisguised fucts.

But the question will still be asked by
many, “Can such an example be held up as

M2
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proper, for our imitation ?” - Would not the -
feeling,with whichoneshould undertake so ex-
tensive a work as the building of the Orphan
House, without any funds in hand, or any
human source from which to draw, be rather
rashness and creduhty, than faith ?” .
‘Weshould answer, —not,in thecircumstances
of Francke. It is to be carefully noted, that
he did not commence this extensive plan at
once. Years had elapsed, since he had first
entered upon his benevolent work, and during
that time, he had been gradually led forward
* by a gracious Providence, who supplied. the
means, and pointed out the path in which he
should go, in & way surprising. even to him-
self. . These striking and continued expres-
sions of ‘the Divine approbation, each suc-
ceeding one, more clear than that which
preceded, seem to have fixed in the mind
" of Francke, the conviction, that the work was
of God, and would not come to naught. He
was prepared, by this conviction, to take any
step which was indicated as the will of that
Providence, to whose guidance he committed
all his ways ; and when he had taken such a
step, he delicved that God would not desert
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a work, which he had so far evidently ap-
proved and blessed. That he acted properly
in this case, may be fairly inferred from his
success. That he was. far from counte-
nancing that rash and enthusiastic. calcula- -
ting upon the assistance of Heaven, which
some have done, and met thereby a sad over-
“throw, may be gathered from the advice
which he frequently gave his puplls, “ never,
under the pretext of faith in God, to engage in
undertakings, or place themselves n dangers,
where there. was no clearly marked call of
Providence : but, with ¢ their loins girt about,’
to. wait the directions of their master, both
‘where, and how they should labour.”
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- CHAPTER VIL. .

Departments qf the Ovphau House—ls extent—Method
qf Inatrucuon pursued.

" Tae instruction of the children of the poor
was, of eourse, the main object of the institu
tionh at its commencement; but various cir
cumstances conspired to connect with the
charity schools, others, for those who were
able and willing to pay for their tuition.

'We have already mentioned the «Royal
School,” or “ Royal Pedagogium,” so called,
because endowed by the king. It was in-
tended for the children of the higher classes,
and had a building, in conneetion with the
Orphan House, which was appropriated to its
pupils and teachers: Mention has been made
too of the “ citizen’s school,” or Gymnasium,
in which the orphan children, of the best capa-
city and those of the citizens, were instructed
preparatory to the University. ‘Besides these
‘two, there were several other departments,
in which the children who were intended for
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‘business -of -any kind, (by fir the greater
number were of this class,) received their
education. The “Teachers’ Seminary,” and -
“The Oriental Society,” the. members of
-which lived in the Orphan House, are dlso to
be enumerated among the schools.

From the small stock of medicines which
it was found-convenient to keep in the Orphan
House, arose ‘the idea of an-apothecary’s
shop, which was begun as early as 1698. This
store soon became extensive and 'important,
on account of the manufacture of a very po-
- pularmedicine, the receipt forwhich was given
to Francke by a friend.* The income' of this
~ establishment alone, was at one time about
thirty thousand rix dollars; it has, however,
very much - diminished, since the medicine
above mentioned has fallen into disuse. "It
would seem that the providence of God had
provided that means of support for the Or-
phan House, when  its friends -began to look
upon the institution as able to take care of
itself, and to cease their donations.

Another important department, is- the
« Book-store.” . This' owed its origin to a
pious, and self-denying ‘friend- of Fr’aucke,. '

* Fr. Richter, M. D.
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who printed, by some means, a sermon thch
Francke had. written, and sold it, although it

‘was the cause of much contempt to him, in
the fair at Leipzig. Encouraged by his suc-
cess in this effort, he obtained a small print-
ing press, which he. set up in the parsonage

" house at Glaucha, and there commenced the

printing of larger works. The divine blessing

- attended these benevolent exertions,. which
were undertaken solely for the advantage of

- the Orphan House; and from this beginning,
arose. the Orphan-house Book-store, one.of

-the most extensive in Germany, gnd a source
of considerable revenue to the institution: .

" 'Fhere are also connected with the Orphan
House, a hbrary, of upwards of twenty thou-
sand volumes, a Museum of natural science,

“and a chemical Laboratory, for the beneﬁt of
the schools.
~ The celebrated “Canstem"‘ Blb,le Estabhsh-
ment,” has its location in the Orphan House.
This was founded by the Baron Canstein,
with the design of sending abroad through
Europe the word .of God, by printing it so
cheaply, that every one could buy it. Francke
undertook the direction of this establishment,
' « Baron Canstein. -
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at the earnest request of its founder, and con-
tinued it until his death, although attended
with'no profit either to him or the Orphan
House. It has been the means of circulating
two “millions of Bibles, and one million of
New Testaments. Thereare some other de-
partments in the Orphan House of minor ime
portance, which do not need: especial notice.

The buildings connected with the main,
edifice which -Francke erected, consist, at the -
présent time, of a number sufficient to fill
both sides of a court eight hundred feet long,
reaching from that- edifice, which faces the
street, to the onewhich is occupied by the
Royal School; whmh closes the other end of
the court. -

This vast estabhshment took its rise from
the small sum of about three dollars and a
half, which was providentially put into the
hands of Francke! We cannot but admire
the . perseverance and faith, which enabled
him to go on so steadily and so rapidly to a
consummation which far exceeded his most
sanguine expectations; and we ought net to
withhold " the expression of praise to-God
for the strong assurance which this success



144 MEMOIRS OF FRANCKE.
gives us, that. He will ever bless efforts
humbly and faithfully made for the glory of
his rame. - The Orphan House . has been
the means of educating and sending forth
multitudes of excellent. men, who have been
blessings to the world; and yet it is all to
be traced, under God, to the influence of ene.
individual. May the reader be led “to g
and do likewise!” . ,
It anight be supposed that whatever the
world: and, the enemies of Francke -might.
think and say of his doctrines, they could not
but applaud his efforts in behalf of the Qrphan.
House. = But it was far etherwise;. his ene-
mies coyld not bear the idea that he should
be the means of doing so much geod—he, .
whom they denounced as a fanatic and a
hypocrite. On this account, they used every
means to decry and injure this most exeellent
institution. The common slanders on in-
stitutions cf Christian benevolence in the pre-
sent. day, are very like those which the noble-
minded ‘and generous. Francke endured.
They, however, have passed .away with the
authors of them, while the effects of his faith--
ful labours continue a standing monument of
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his piety and zcal. - We have not ‘time to
specify ‘half the malignant and dlsgracefulv
falsehoods that were cu'culated concerning
him; a few of them will be brought into
notice, in some account -of the manmer in
which be replied to- thiern. - He says, in the
begining of this reply, that the only reason
he can imagine for their desiring to'convince
the people that the providence of God had
-~ not prospered his efforts, was their fear that
they would not join with them in denouncing
him, whom God had so favoured, as a heretic
and funatic. “Just as Sctibes and Pharisees,”

said he; “feared that, -should they acknow-
ledge any thing diviné in ‘the power of -our
Saviour and his Apostles, the people would
say to them, ‘why then do-you treat them as'
deceivers, if God be with them? Not that I

would compare ‘myself with our Lord, or his
disciples, being .unworthy even'to loose the
Jatchet of then' shoes; but to show that they
resemble the Pharisees, in attempting to de-
fame an institution, which is so manifestly of .
God (if it be not, it will come to nought) that
they may thus prejudice the minds of men
against me. So far as I am concerned, I care

N

!
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ot for all their censures. I have one short
argument which .answers them all. It is
this:—No one. that trusts in the Lord shall
be confounded—but ‘I believe and trust in
. Him—thexefore I shall not be. confounded.
No: scorn, which they use so abundantly, will
‘avail against this.argument.** There is one
singular . argument. which they make .use of.
They . say that I haye been very active in
soliciting | contributions for - the .. Orphan
House.. They do not pretend that this was
wrong: they design only to show that my own:
 labour might have accomplished all, and of
course there would be no need of any divine
interference. But is it less the effect of His
pravidence, because. I have been %he means
. of its execution? Did not the. Apostle Paul
~ gseribe: the contributions made for the saints,
at.his suggestion, to. the hand.of the Lord?
. And ought not the same to be done.in this
" cage, especially since in a multitude of cases,
persons whom I did not know, and who
~ woyld not even mention their names, have
continued for years to give to this work?
Who was it that caused. the feelings of be-
pevolence and pity, to conquer the natugal
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avarice of man, in reference to this effort,
when so many similar ones"have failed for
want of funds ? ** It is very eagy to find fault.
But were those who do it so freely in this
case, to ‘undertake only to provide food for
those who -daily depend on me, not to men-
tion the various other expensesto be sus-
tained, - they would speak very differentlys;
they would be ashamed of their conduet to-
wards me. Were they to have no other
redourcés than T have had, and be compelled
to wait till God 'should please to send the
necessary funds for our daily wants, they
would  probably ‘soon- desert' their "post.
Against all the difficulties of the ‘work 1
have ‘struggled for years; and although un+
belief derided the idea of success, saying, that
various thmgs were wanting ; ‘that I had not
capital, &c., yet the work ‘is done.. Now thé
common saying is, that my own moenmty
and zeal have ‘carried it through. ' At first
they denied that I could accomphsh any stich
scheme; and now that it is done, they' Say I
did it all!”. '

Many others gave utterance to thelr eén-
mity to Francke, in such complaints as these:
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“ The Qrphan House is too large<-after it is
built the children.will starve, for want of funds
to support such an.-institution—Francke is
laying up a fortune for -himself, from the
charities of the public—he has neglected per-
sonal piety, in being so constantly and ac-
tively employed.”. How groundless they were,
need hardly be stated.” Nothing of this kind
seems to have given him more pain, than
the impression which was so general, among
certain classes, that he was very .rich and
growing daily more so; so that often, even
when in distress for money, he was applied to
by beggars, who shamelessly asked him for
large sums, as a hundred or a thousand dol-
lars ; and who, when-assured that he had none
~ to give them, often turned and reviled him.
But he endured all as “ a good soldier of Jesus
Christ,” and the Lord consﬁantly moreased
the number of his fricnds, and- gave him to
~ rejoicein the prosperity of the Orphan House.
It is interesting to contemplate this great
and good- man, in the capacity of a teacher

- of children. He scems to-have had a pecw
hiar love for them, and a happy faculty of in-
structing them- ‘He did not, of course, find
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time to do any thing more, than superintend
their schools, except in the department, of re-
ligious instruction. 'This he made the grand
object of attention ; -the. cultivation of the
moral feelings of the pupils was esteemed of
paramount importance. ‘To ‘promote this,
be used to_ catechise them, by the assistance
of their teachers, and to address them.on the
great truths of religion, in language suited.to -
their capacity. -

He took care to appoint such teachers as
would set a- holy example before them, and
used every other means to bring them to a
saving knowledge of . Jesus Christ. Among
these, was that of distributing among them,
at the time of their examinations, which took
place four times a year, tracts on practical
subjects, written expressly for them. . .

The. following extracts are from two of
them, on the subjeets of repentance and love
to God. We should be glad to infuse into
our paraphrase of these passages, more of the
pathos of the original.—* Attend tomy words,
dear children! Attend to the word which is
spoken to you from God! Now,.before your
hearts are seduced by the world, while you

N 2.
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ave in the ‘morniag of life, pray ‘God- te
implant. his: love within you, and-to. make
you humble, ‘and -obedient, and. holv Ask
him so te impress his fear upon your minds,
 that you may be enabled to keep his ‘com-
mandments-all your -days: Remember that
it often- brings a fearful -curse upon- men, to
‘neglect God in ‘their - youth, - and- to_ fellow.
after the desires of the flesh, and give them-
sclves up to. the pleasures of the world. You
may now think it would be happmess itgelf]
to live'in the indulgence of*all your wishes;
but a time will come, when you will think
very differently, and’ when you will know
- what misery he must suffer’ who. disobeys
God. See to it then, dear children, that you
~ tepent from the heart, -and believe in Jesus
Christ.. ‘Then will . your happiness be se-
. ture” * * On the subject of love to God,
‘he'then addrésses them, in one places— .

«P+ any of you now ask me, ¢ What.is
- the love of God P Freply; that it is of sueha
nature, that it must be felt, in order to be un-
- derstood. If I say to you this love is a de-
Tightful feeling, which fills the soul, still' you
would not comprehend my meaning until yoh
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nad yomself tasted its sweetness. * * ‘The
leve of Ged in your hearts, is the fruit of the
infliences of -the Haly Spirit, by which you
are inclined to look upon God as-your high-
est good, to feel a sincere and ardent longing
after him, to seek ‘your pleasu.re, ‘wnd -your
peace in Him; to endeavour to please him,
to strive to be united fo him, that you may
have, as the scripture says, the same mind
with him. Now if you reflect. upon- this, you -
must see that love to God is.a thing of great
value, and very different from the love of the
world *-* If you ask how you may ob-
tain this love; I answer, that the love of
God to you, is the fountain of -all: your love
to him. To ksow how 'to valwe his love;
you must considet his infinite.mercy in send-
ing his Son to die for siumnees.. If you will
. think of this wonderful love to you, you will
‘see how reasonable it-is, that  you -sheukl
love him,.and how wicked it must be to turn
Bway from God, who has been kmderthan a
father to you. ,
- Think not, howeven, that you wxll lovehm
of yourselves. This is the work of the Spirit
of God, without whose influenees, your own
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cfforts, your reading of. the Bible, and youi-
thinking-on the love of God to yeu, will be:
without effect. You must feel your need of.

new feelings, and desires, and ask earnestly for.
the Holy Spirit, to implant that love in youn
hearts, and lead you-in the right way; so that

you may be able to look up to God as your

father, and friend.. You may possibly sup~

pose, that love to God consists in a good
emeotion or desire, which you may sometimes

feel, especially when you pray, and that after.
this yoy may sin again. . But this, dear
children, is not love. Love is constant and

unchanging, and is to be discovered by your

obedience to God, and your patience under

trials, rather than by your feelings. Think:
of this then, my children!" When you are

obedient to your parents ; when you love to

read the word of God and to pray; when you

love them-who ‘hate you ; when you pray for

them who injure you ; when you are jealous

andenvious of noone; when you love to be told

of your faults, and try daily to correct them’;

when you: feel and act thus, it is a sign that

youlove God. * * This love you must strive

constantly to retain and increase. Your
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heart. is deceitful.and wicked, far beyond amy
thing that you think, and will incline you to
seek the pleasures, and follow the temptations
of the world.. You must copstantly look up
to your father in Heaven, for his aid to en-
able you to command your feelings, contrel
your desires, and direct them in the right way.

-“May Jesus. Christ, the well-beloved Son
of God, bave merey upon éach of you'
- May he purify you by his Spirit, aad give
you true faith in him! Should yeu be thus
renewed, it will be my rejaicieg, mot only
in this life, but in the great day of account.
Oh'! that I may be-able in that -day, to say
of each of you here present, and of all who
have gone before, and will come after you
« Here-am I, Lord, and the children whom
thou hast given me.” . He is your Lord. He
has died for you. I commit you ipto the
arms of his love, and to his mercy,/whlch s
past all conception ¥’

“We cannot wonder that Iabourmg as he
did, the numbers of those who became, undey
the blessing of God, pious and devoted men,
should be great. The Spirit of. God usually
seconds efforts so faithfully made, and en-
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ables us tounderstand, to-some extent, the im-
portance of faithful instruction to children.

+ In closing this necessarily limited account
of the Orphan House, it may be- interesting
to the reader to state, that this institation is
at this time flourishing, and still doing a great
deal of good. It has, in the course of time,
accarulated considerable property, by the
proceeds of which, and of the mercantile de-
partments, it supports itself without the as-
sistance of individuals. . : Its achools are still
large, and the-orphan and widow both find
a refuge within its hospitable walls. ' The
founder is not forgotten in the midst of all itt
usefulness. His birth-day is yearly celebrated
at the Orphan-House ; and on such occasions
the excellences of his character are made the
subject of eloquent addresses, and thus im-
préssed upor the minds of each succeeding
company of youth, who foel the benefits of
his benevolence.

“The memory of the ]ust is blessed »
Better to have such an eulogy as is contained
in the history of the Orphan House, than to
be the conquerer of the world! Better to be
-embalmed, as Francke, in the grateful recok
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lection of -thousands, than to sleep under the

proudest monument that hag ever covered the
remains of earthly greatuess' o ,

_ CHAPTER IX.. .
st prwate Infe—Labours in behalf qf Mzmons :

Wa have thus far regarded Fq'ancke al-
wmost entirely as a public. character.. We
would now willingly contemplate his private
Yife, and set him before the reader in the re-
lations of husband, father, and friend.. - This
will, however, be impnssible, as but a-few
facts have beeu preserved, which throw aay.
light upon this part-of his history.. His.pub~
lic employments and duties, were alone no-
ticed by his early biographers, and time has
now drawn its veil over the mterestmg scene
of his family circle.” ,,

He married, about: the tlme of his appomﬁ-
ment to the professorship at Halle, an amiable -
and pious lady, with whom he lived in the
happiest manner, until. his death. He had
three children. Of these, the first died in in-
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fancy; the second lived, and followed the foot-
steps of his father; became a professor of
Theology, arch-deacon of the Church of St.
“Mary in Halle, and director of the Orphan,
House. The youngest child,a daughter, was
married to the learned and excellent Freling-
hausen, some of whose descendants are still
living at Halle. One of them, Dr. Niemeier,
was lately Chancellor of the University,
and a Directer-of the Orphan House, and the
institutions connected with it

- The habits of Francke, as must have
appedred, from the amount of labour he ac-
complished, were those of intense exertions
Scarcely' any one department in which he
laboured, would not be considered by most
men as sufficient of itself. - He was, in the
first place, a pastor of a church : and though
after he entered upon: the duties of the pro-
fessorship, he lrad one or more assistants in
these labours, still they were considerable-

As a. professor, we have seen that he did
his full share of labour. As founder of the
Orphan. House, he was almost constantly
engaged in some way or other. How he
found time, in thie midst of ®ll this, to write a
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volume a yea1, besides frequent sermons and
tracts, even with the .assistance of a secre-
tary, is surprising indeed; and it becomes
still more so, when we remember that he re-
ceived frequent visitors, and had a largc cor-’
respondence. ,

He was. fmgal in diet, spa:mg in sleep,
constant in devotion.. We mean by this,
that he obeyed the scripture rule of “ praying
always,” or in other words, preserving -al-
ways a prayerful state of mind. Besides this,
be spent the first hour of every day in private
devotion ; -and ‘when travelling, he used to
arise .at four o’clock for- this purpose,-that
his devotions might not be curtailed. After
this, he began the appropriate business of
the day. His first thoughts, as he himself
states, were commonly directed to the value
of time~—and his first desires to be enabled
to live every day, as though it were the first
and last day of his life—the first, as if be-
ginning anew, and with. new vigour to serve
the Lord; and the last, as though no time
would be allowed to him here to perform
what he now neglected, or to amend that

_which he hastily performed. . ,
o> Go.
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- . The'value he set upon time may be farther
learned from ‘a short extract from one of his
lectures, in which he requests the students to
make their necessary visits to him as short
as.possible. #I have -not time to converse
long with cach of my visitors. [ can truly
_ say, that when I devote an hour of my life to

~ any one, I feel that I have made him a Jarge
present, for an hour is worth more to me,
than much money.” He refers not here to
those - who . needed - his advice, and who re-
mdined no longer than necessary, but to those
who came without any especial business, or
‘who tarried longafter it had'been completed.
" 'The little we know of his deportment in
the family eircle, is contained in an extract
of ‘a’letter from a friend of his, who lived in
his: house. “ At-our table,”-says he, « the
conversation was always profitable; Francke
never suffered the subject to ‘be trivial, nor
~ did he give us opportunity, (if so inclined,)
to -wander from one thing to anather; but
employed the time -either in communicating
interesting intelligence in reference to the
¢hurch, ‘or engaged us in conversation. on
some practical topic. Sometimes he caused
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his little grandchildren to read a passage
from scripture for each of us who sat at the
table. . ‘Thus weré our eating and drinking
sanctified. ~ [n his house, peace and quiet-
ness reigned; there was no noise there, no
anger, no bitterness, no evil speaking. All
the domestie virtues were iun lively excrcise,
and the direction of the Apostle seemed tobe
fully obeyed, “ Whether ye eat or drink,ot
whatsoever ye do, do all to- the glory of.
GOd . )
It has already been mentnoned that- hm
correspondence was extensive.  So numerous
were the letters which he was' compelled to
write, that he found - it ' neeessary sometites
to devote to them that time which should
have been spent in rest.. Not unfrequently
his time was so much occupied’ during the
day, that he was not able to commence his
writing until after nine o’clock at night. It
is much to be regretted, that his biographers
have preserved so few. of his letters, inasmuch
as a character like his must have appedred
to peculiar advantage in hlB eplstola.ry inters
course. : _
The following letter written in hlS old age
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to.a friend in Franee, will give us some idea
of the style of them. It is in reply to a letter
m which he was informed that his, writings
were much esteemed by'a Catholic abbot at
Paris, to whom they had been useful. . -
“Though I would not,” says he, “ be puf-
fed up on account of his respect for me, yet
it gives me real pleasure; and especially when
"I know that it rests not upon any external
advantages. or dignity of mine, but simply
upon the few of my writings that he has read.
It gives- me much satisfaction to know that
what I have written concerning Christ, has
pleased and edified him. i am- encouraged
to hope, that by the blessing of God, I shall
in his case attain the great object of my de-
sire and labour, to wit, that Christ may. be
glorified. I count it the greatest happiness
of my life, to be made useful to the souls of
men, in bringing them to a saving knowledge
of the Redeemer. * * Your information with
‘regard to the abbot Ferrus, encourages me
to Rope that the prayers which I have offered
for -him, will be heard on high, and that in
the great day of the Lord Jesus, I may be
permitted to.present him 4s one of my spi-
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ritual children. Give to him:the assarance
of my sincere- love for him, and that I will
pot cease to pray for him as long as I live,
Say to him, that I exhort him, in' the -name
of Christ, to trust in-Him alone for salvation,
and to pray to him for the Holy Spirit, as a
seal of the new birth.. Exhort him to be
instant in prayer, even though the answer
may be long delayed. He will find, that
none who wait apon the Lord, will be put to .
shame.  Say to him, that the words of our
Lord to Martha, ¢ Said I not to thee, if thou
wouldést believe, thou shouldest see the glory
of God,’ have often strengthened me. I have
kept them in my mind in the midst of trialsy
and when I have, in obedience to them, been

believing and patient, I-have sooner or later
received -an answer to'my prayers......Of the
“willingness of God to- hear prayer, I bave
lately had a remarkable proof. For the last
two years my health had been bad, and
although I had taken many remedies, no-
thing had availed to restore it.” Finally; I
pleaded the promise of -the Lotd that, ¢ if ye
abide in me, and my word abide in you, ye
_ shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done
o2 :
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unto you,” and besought him, if it were nis
will, to restore me to health. This, -,my
prayer, was answered ; and so rapidly and
unexpectedly. to my physicians, that they said,
a higher power was manifest therein. I am
“mow at the age of sixty-four, almost ag vigor-
ous as in my youth, yet I do not perform all
my accustomed -duties, lest I should destroy
that which the Lord has ‘made good, or dis-
regard the means by which he. is pleased to
continue me in this my frail tabernacle.”

. Besides the other numerous labours of
Francke, he was one of the earliest -and .most
efficient friends of missions among the hea-
then. About the year 1705, he was applied
to by the King of Denmark, (who was about
sending some missienaries to India, wherehe
had some settlements,) to select from among

 the young theologians at Halle, some suitable
persons to undertake the important work of.
mstructing the heathen. Francke chose,in -
compliance with this request, Ziegenbalg

and Plutschau, who accepted the appoint-
ment, and justified, by their fidelity m their
stations, the comfidence he reposed in them.
He continued, until his death, to appaint the
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missionaries who went out from Halle; he
held eorrespondence with them, and published
from time: to time, accounts of their labours
and successes. His influence in this way
was very important; for had these early mis-
sionaries been of the character, which most of
the clergy at that time would have chosen, the
enterprise would, beyond -doubt, have failed
entirely.. He took an active part too, so fax
as he had opportunity, .in the measures for
enlightening and converting the Jews. Few
days of his life seem to have been more de-
lightful' to him, than -that on which some
mdividuals of that mation, received from him
christian baptism, in his church 2t Glaucha.
- "These facts are interesting, principally

be::ause they display one remarkable trait.in
his character, to wit, that he employed every
opportunity for doing good, and that « what-
soever his hand ﬁmndtodo, he dndltwith
his :mght.” :



164 MEMOIRS OF FRANCKE:

CHLAP'I‘ERX .

Hts latter Yeara—Tours Sor t.’u restoration qf kis
' Health—H' is Dcath

 THe extraordmary exertlons, bodrly a.nd‘

mental, which .Francke had made in every
plice in which he lived ‘and laboured, began
gradually to undermine his excellent consti-

tution; before he had passed the meridian of.

life. About the year 1705, his health had
suffered so much on-this account, as well as
by reason of sorrow: for the loss of Spener;
to 'whom hie was tenderly attached, and who

“died about that time, that his physicians ade

vised him to travel: - This introduced: him
into a new sphere of usefulness, and one
which he did not neglect to employ, for the
advancement of the cause of truth and piety.
He preached in many of the towns through
‘which he passed, with much effect, and se-
cured, by his truly christian demeanour, many
friends to himself, and his institutions.  He
xeturned to Halle, after a tour of three months
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through Germany and. Holland, his health be-
ing almost entirely restored. -

On a visit which he ‘made to Berlin,- not
long after this, happening to preach in the
church of the garrison, he was, very unexpect-
edly to himself, favoured with the presence of
the King of Prussia. The manner in which
bhe declared the message of his Master, even
~ m the. presence. of Royalty, eecasioned an

" bonourable testimonial to his fidelity. The
King said afterwards in the presence of his
court, “ Francke is a- good man; he spea.ks
thetruth to every body.” -

" About the year 1717, his health again re-
quired a relaxation of labour, and be was
advised to travel, and to-a considerable. dis-
tance. The King readily granted him per-
mission to be absent from his post during
the time necessary, and he set off in- August,
accompanied by his son, his faithful friend
_ and fellow labourer, Neubauer, and his aman~
uensis, Koppen. He travelled through most
of the southern principalities of Germany,
and visited most of the principal cities, and
institutions. People every where flocked to
see the man who had attracted so much ate
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tentiort in his country. In-most places to

was - received with the ‘most ‘flattering to-

kens of love and admiration. -He was im-

- portuned to preach, and entertained and car-
ried from place to place, free of expense.. In
some places however he was received as a
dangerous man, and the greatest dislike and
distrust manifested -towards him. But even
from such places, he seldom departed without
bearing with him.the blessings of the people.
His humility, his love, and his siricerity mani-
fested in his preaching and conversation, dis-
armed prejudice, and won upon every heart.
« If this be Pietism,” said many, « we will-all
be ‘Pietists; for such were Christ and-his

. apostles! If this be the Spirit of the Orphan
House at Halle, who will not reJoxce at its
establishment ! a

- One of the most mterestmg instances of

thls kind, occurred at Ulm. The -ministers
of “this city were not at all'inclined to treat
him'even -hospitably, and especially not wil-
ling to open their pulpits to him. He went
therefore on the Sabbath, as a hearer, to the
Cathedral, where hie heard a most bitter sere
mon against the Pietists, and, of course,
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against himself, for whom indeed it was in-
tended. ' He sat directly in front of the pul--
pit, and heard it all with the' greatest com-
posuré. ‘The magistrate of the city was,
however, alarmed, lest it should come to the
ears of the King, that one of the most emi-
nent professors of his University at Halle,
was thus openly abused. He was in doubt
what to do, but finally concluded to. request
Francke, in the most respectful manner, to
preach the ‘next Sabbath in the Cathedral:
He consented.  The house was crowded to
overflowing, and Francke, making no allusion
to what had passed preached a sermon upon
faith in Chtist. - This was returning good for
evil, in the true spirit of the gospel; and it suc--
ceeded in completely silencing all opposition
to him. As a farther testimony of regard, a.
great entertainment was given him at the pub-
lic expense, and the youth of the city mani-
. fested their feelings towards him, by a torch
procession.* He returned, at length, to. Halle,

® This method of expressing feelings of: respect, is. not um.
commen in Germany. Such a scene is described by Mr.
Dwight, in his travels in that country. ' After mentioning that it

was intended as a congratulation of Professor' Blumenbach, of
Gottingen, upon the completion of the fiftieth year of his profee-
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on the first of April 1718, much mproved in
health, and was welcomed with express:ons
of the greatest joy. - .

In 1725, he was attacked with'a pamfulA
and tedious disease, from which he was never
perfectly relieved. His health was somewhat
amended by an excursion which he took the
next sumimner,-but :still continued feeble. In
November of the same year, a stroke of the
palsy lamed his left hand, and rendered him-
incapable of performing any active duties.
- He spent the time, principally, mu,g-e,admg‘
works on practical piety, and especially such
as treated of the happiness of the saints_in
Heaven. Abqut this time, he was. depnved
of the society and frigndship of his beloved
Neubauer, by his death. Neubauer had de-

sorship, he t‘liua proceeds. “ The students arranged them-elm
in a procession, walking two aad two. .They carried burning
torches of about four feet in length, and marched through the prin-
cipal streots of the city. A band of Music preceded them, playing
a nusmber of the beautiful airs of this country, until they came op-
posite to_the professor’s house, when the music eeased, and they
gave him three cheers. ..... They then proceeded beyond the
wadls of the city, into & large meadow, and threw their flaming
torches inko a pile, which they surrounded, singing a song of
friendship and love. As Blumenbach isa great favourite with.
the students, they ell united in showing him this token of theiy
Jowe.” . Travels in the North of Germany, p. 81, 82.
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voted himself to the Orphan House, almost
from its outset, and Francke felt his loss
most sensibly, both on account of himself
and the institution ;. but he was well satisfied
that his loss was his friend’s eternal gain.* - -

The next winter he. experienced a most
unexpected revival of his strength, (mentioned
in a letter in chapter viii.) which continued so
firm, that the next spring he gave notice of
his intention to begin his lectures again, with
the summer session of the University. But
he never delivered any except the first. one.
Ie spoke with his usual-ease, but closed the
lecture with much emotion, by a benedlctlon
upon his hearers.

On the 18th of May, he partook of the
sacrament of the Lord’s supper, for the last
time in his church. . He was in a state of
great bodily weakness, bat his faith and love
were strong, and were invigorated by the de-
- lightful privileges of the sanctuary.

On Saturday of the same week, he was

* The following was Neubaner’s will—“ T wish to be bnned
without patade. Let there be no sermons, nor eulogies for me.
1 was born at Disdorf, in the year 1666. This, and the time of
my death, is enough for my blography My_ little property I
give to my mother.” : |

P
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 carried at his own request into the garden of
the Orphan House, where, as if in anticipa-
tion of his departure, he poured forth his soul
"in a fervent, and, to those who stood- around
him, most nnpressxve prayer. - He recounted
~ theréin the mercies of the Lord, almost from
~ his childhood, and especially, for bringing
“him to a knowledge of the Saviour.” “ Often”
said he, “have'I wandered from thee, and
sinned against thy grace, but thou hast par-
doned - me, restored to me the light of thy
cointenance, ahd given me new strength to
follow after thee. - Thou hast sometimes so
filled me with joy, that it seemed -my heart
would break. Thou hast: enabled me to
make a covenant engagement to be thine,
and to say, “Lord be thou my God, and I
will be thy servant, and thy son.”" He then
thanked God for his. goodness, in making
him the means of converting men to him,
and prayed most fervently, that"his influence
might be- perpetuated when he was gone.
He thanked the Lord for the Orphan House,
and for all the favours attending it. “ Some-
times,” said he, «“I have said with myself,
¢ how long will these thy mercies continue ?
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Still thou hast opened thy hand to me. When
I laid down 4t night, there was‘always some
favour of .the day, to remember; and when I
arose in the morning, still, blessed God, thou
hast leaded me with benefits, and hast said
to' me, < Thou shalt yet see greater. things
than these’” He then prayed for all hig
spiritual children—for a little book which. he
had just published—and for the friends who
were with him—and closed by making men-
tion of the name of Jesus, as the ground of,
confidence, and . of his assurance that God
would hear his prayer for His sake. = = .

The next day his disease increased in
vnolence, and he began rapidly to decline,
His prayer now was, that God would teach
him not only to labour, but to suffer .accord- -
ing to his will, and .in sueh a.way as Would
edlfy those around him. -

- A day or two afterwards, in the midst of
very severe suffering, he said, « Those who
have washed their garments, and, made them
white in the blood of the Lamb, came out of
great tribulation—My portion of affliction
has been small as yet: but I have suffered
some within the last few days, and may yet
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be one of those who, through: much aﬂhctlon
enter into the kingdom of Heaven, My
weakness is very great' help thou- me, oh my
Father.” :

-On the first: day of June, the hmt was
very oppressive, and he suffered much from
it. “Oh! when I stand,” said he, “in new
vigour in the heavenly country, at the resur-
rection of the just, the heat will no more op-
“press me:” and afterwards, as his disense
continued to gain ground, “Lord, we will
‘wait on  thee, until thou hast mercy’ upon
us.” Towards evening, he awoke from a
troubled sleep, praying thus, « My Saviour
and my Lord, with what joy shall I behold
thy face! I thank -thee for thy love where-
with thou hast loved me, even when dead.in
sins. Thou art my confidence and my rest.
Thanks be to thy name, that thou hast given
me not only life, but all things. Without thee
we possess nothing—with thee all things.”

- During the night, he’prayed at one time,
without interruption for a’ half hour, in such
language as this—«I would praise thee, deas
Saviour, that thou hast purified me from sin,
and made me a king and a priest unto God
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} would bless thee, that thou hast led me,
through life, as a tender mother does her little
child. Oh' forgive me, if during my pains 1
have not kept my will completely in subjec-
tion to thine: support me by thy power even -

to the end. I know that thou art faithful!
Thou wilt not leave nor forsake me; thou
wilt raise my body from the dust again, and
1 shall be presented, purified and adorned,
before thy face with exceeding joy! How
glorious and how happy shall I be, when for
the first time, I shall- behold thy- blissful
face !”—He then commended the Orphan
House to God, praying that it might be the
means of doing much good, and closed his
prayer, by committing his soul into the hands
of the Redeemer. “Lord Jesus, to thy faith-
ful hands I commit my soul Amen' Aman'
Ha}lelu]ah ” .

In this frame of mmd whlch breathed
more of - heaven than earth, he continued to
endure, for the next. three or four days, the
sufferings - which- were wearing away. his
strength, and preparing his spirit for its”
emancipation. . He mentioned it as a great.
favour, during this time, that so many com-
P2
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forting and encouraging texts of Scripturs.
came constantly into his ‘mind. On Friday
the sixth of June, he said, % The way to glory
is by the cross. .I take the cup of affliction
willingly, but it is not for me to drain it.”
His friends then sang a hymn for him at his
request; and after it, he gave himself again
away to the Redeemer. “ My faithful Sa-
viour,” said he, “I have given myself, body
and soul, into thy hands, and therem would ) |
abide.” v

- Finally, the day of his dehverance amved
Early in the morning, his son-in-law Freling.
hausen came ‘to his bed side, and. Francke
expressed his belief, that his end was draw-
ing near. Frelinghausen repeated to him a
scripture promise- for his support and en-
couragement. About eight o’clock he prayed
the Lord to enable him to be entirely con-
formed to his will, both in lmng and dying.
“T'o his wife who stood near him, he express-
ed his wish to enter the conflict which was
approaching, with the proper feelings.

Not long after, he awoke from a short
~aleep, saying, “ My dear Father!” When he
was asked how he felt, he replied, “God will
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continue o support me. . My soul has cast
itself upon hlm--LortF I walt for thy saly
vation "*

About eleven oclock, one of hlS brother
professors addressed him in the language of
Isaiah xhii: 1,- “Fear net, saith the Lord—
I have called thee by.my name, thou art
mine; when thou passest-through the waters,
1 will be with thee, &c.”, He said, “God grant
that. it may be so, through his’ aJ;mghty
power.”

‘He became now gra,dually weakex and
weaker, but still had strength to speak toa -
friend of his; who had just arrived in Halle,
and desired to see hiin. A few moments after-
wards, hisWifé asked him «if the Saviour
were still near.”’ He rteplied in the aﬁirmar
tive. He then fell into a gentle slumber,
which continued until evening, when, without. -
a struggle or & groan, he resigned his soul
into the hands of thé Redeemer. . ,

He died on the 8th of June, 1727, in the
65th year of his age. -The manner in which
the intelligence of his departure was received,

. Thesc words he repeated very ﬁequenﬂy, during his Hlness,
both in Hebrew and German.
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proved the extent of that esteem which was
felt towards him.  Ahmost the whole city
came to take-a farewell look at his remaing,
and sermons, and ' eulogies, and poems, .ap-
peared almost without number, in memory
of him. These little. tokens of regard. have
been long forgotten; and more than a century
has elapsed since he whom they commemo-
rated has entered inta his rest ; but.the name
of Francke will live-as long as the Qrphan
House, and. I had almost said, while true
piety is to be found in Germany.. Most of
the piety which has existed in that country,
since his day, has owed its origin, urider God,
principally to him, and his coadjutors; and
to those who, in the midst of the formality and
infidelity of many of the German churches
at the present day, seek the true light, Francke
and Spener, and others of like character, will
 be dear, as models of faith and zeal. _

The history of the character and labours
~ 'of Francke, is-full of instruction ; but it is so
easy for those who read biography to dis-
‘cover and apply its lessons, that any minute
~ detail of them will be unnecessary. It will
not, however, be amiss to mention in a few
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words, the most striking features of his-cha-
racter, and the improvement which- may be
made of the success of his labours. And as
to his character, the most remarkable of his
graces was ‘faith’; a strong confidence irr the
promises of God, and a firm conviction of the
truth and lmportance of his revealed woré.
He seemed to five in a different world from
most men, and to feel the force of motives,
to which those around him were to a great
degree insensible. The reason was, that he
had ‘that faith which is « the evidence of
things not seen,” and whichbrought the eternal

world, and its solemn’ realities so near, that

bhe could keep 'them ia view, in all that he
did. "This ‘was that whicli- sustained “him
amidst -persecution and - contempt, and .ene
abled him to endure, without repining, the
labours in which he was so abundant. He
was living, not unto hiunself, but to Him that
died for him; and he counted all but loss, i
comparison with the attainment of ‘a crewn
of life, and the approbation of his master. -

From faith, as the beginning, flowed::all
the other graces of the Spirit. . His love to
men was remarkable. In all his'deportment,
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we neyer heard of an unkind word, even to hm
enemies.. Like the Lord Jesus, he delighted
in doing good, and from the purest motives ;
for his own temporal interest was never sub.
served thereby. - There appears to have been
the .greatest harmeny in his excellences, no
one being cherished to the exclusion of. the
rest. He seems to have made as pear an ap-
proach, as is -possible for man, to the mode/
which the Apostle has drawn for us of a child
of God, when he says, “The fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace,long suffering, gentle:
ness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.”
Another striking fact in the history of
‘his life, is the great success of his benevolent
efforts. Thiswas owing,under Geod, not to any
auperior degree of worldly wisdom, but to his
Suith. This led him to inquire what was the
path of duty, and to go forward.in that path
leaving the provision of means, and the caom-
plete disposal of them to God. He neglected.
i is true, no effort which prudence could sug-
gest ;. but his hopes of success were in the
- arm of God alone. '
.- And what may we learn from his
history? Ope plain lesson is, that the
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amount "of good which we may do, is im-
mense. There' was nething that Francke
attempted; which is not practicable at the
present day. ' We may labour for the salva-
tion of our fellow-men, for the education ot
the ignorant, for the relief of the distressed,
and for the éxtension of the knowledge of the
gospel among the heathen. We may; like
him, preach the gospel and circulate Bibles
and tracts;. and-we too may have that faith
which overcomes the world. The fields of
usefulness are even wider now, than at his
day, and the encouragement to labour in the
¢ause of truth far greater; and- all that is
needed to make the influence of hundreds of
Christians, at this time, as great as hlS, is
devotion to the service of God. - - :

-Another truth taught us by “his hfev.ns,
that the ways of religion are ‘those of hap-
piness. ‘It is a -too general 1mpresslon, es-
pecially with the young, that piety cannot be
attended by enjoyinent, because it demands
such sacrifices of personal feeling. Considera-

“‘tion would show them, however, that so far
from being a correct opinion, the very reverse
is true. The Christian derives pleasure from
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self-denial and sacrifices, because by endur-
ing them, he honours Him who is dearer to
his soul than all things else. = And, in addi-
tiort to this, he has the satisfaction of know-
ing, that they tend to make the world less
dear—to deliver him from a slavish depend-
ence upoh éxternal objects for consolation—
and fit him for higher and holier enjoyment.
‘This is most clearly illustrated in the life of
Francke.. Thete. appears never to have been
a tithe after: his. conversion, though he was
frequently in the midst of severe trials, when
his peace dnd happiness were not both more .
pure -and more complete than the, hlghest '
that the world afflords. 'This is the promise
of the Savieur to his followers;—* verily I
say unto you, there is no-man that hath left
house or parents, or brethren, or wife, or
children, for the kingdom of God’s sake, who
shall not receive manifold more in this pre-

. sent life, and in the world to come, life ever-
lasting.” May the reader have the happiness #
to realize'in himself the rich blessings of this
promise, both here and hereafter!

THE END.
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