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O N T H E - -

FAITH and Ho P E

G O S P E L.

Striving together for the Faith of the Goſpel. Phil. i. 27.

Earnestly contend for the Faith which was once delivered

unto the faints. Jude 3. - -

And be ready always to give an anfwer to every man that

afketh you a reafon of the Hope that is in you, with meek -

nefs and fear. 1 Pet. iii. 15.

If ye continue in the Faith grounded and fettled, and be

mot moved away from the Hope of the Goſpel. Col. i. 23.
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P R E F A C E.
***** Believe that all men now living

: I Ä are fallible. I therefore pretend

$. $ neither to perfećtion nor infalli

#-##-## bility. I have written what I

believe to be the truth, accord

ing to my infight and underſtanding in the

oracles of God : but I do not publiſh it to

be fubſcribed to by other men, as a ſtand

ard of doćtrine. -

It is written, “ And all thy children

“ fhall be taught of the Lord.” Iſaiah liv.

13. “ And that no man can fay that je

“ fus is the Lord, (with underflanding)

“ but by the Holy Ghoſt.” I Cor. xii. 3.

And, “ If any man have not the Spirit of

“ Chriſt, he is none of his.” Rom. viii. 9.

All true and real chriftians are taught by

the Holy Ghoſt to know the Lord Jefus :

and every true and real minifter or ſervant

of

 



ii P R E F A C E.

Jefus : fo that they were infallibly guided

holy ſcriptures : and that, “ All ſcripture

“ profitable for doćtrine, for reproof, for

ard of chriftian principles in faith, praćtice,

-----------

of Jeſus Chriſt hath a divine commistion,

or is fent of God. Thoſe that preach aņd

are not fent, nor commanded of God, fhall

not profit the people at all, faith the Lord.

Jer. xxiii. 32. But I believe that no man,

fince the days of the Apoftles, hath been

fo infpired, or hath had fuch a commiſſion,

as the Apofiles themſelves had. The A

poſtles were eye-witneffes and ear-witneffes

of what they delivered : and the Holy

Ghoſt brought to their remembrance what

they had heard from the mouth of the Lord

by the Holy Ghoſt, both in what they

taught by word of mouth, and in what

they have left in writing.

I believe that the whole counſel of God

to the Church is faithfully recorded in the

“ iš given by inſpiration of God, and is

“ correćtion, for inſtrućtion in righteouf

“ nefs : that the man of God may be per

“ feċt, throughly furniſhed unto all good

“ works.” 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. Therefore

the holy ſcriptures are the oracles of God,

and are, and ought to be, the only ftand

and diſcipline.

I believe that no fervant of Chrift hath

now any new revelation to deliver : but I

- - alfo



P R E F A C E. iii

alſo believe that no man can clearly com

prehend or truly underſtand the holy fcrip

tures without the illumination or teaching

of the Holy Ghoſt. Yet the Holy Ghoſt

neither revealeth, teacheth, impreffeth or

applieth any thing to any perfon now, but

what is either expreſsly written, or is agree

able to the analogy of faith delivered, in

the holy fcriptures.

I allow that the knowledge of the original

languages, readingand ſtudy are helpful and

advantageous to underſtand the holy fcrip

tures. I alſo allow, that every preacher of

the word of God may ufe the talents which

he hath, to open, illuftrate, explain and

inforce the doćtrine of the fcriptures in the

apteft and propereft words he can : he may

fet forth in other words and in many words,

what the fcriptures exprefs in few words ;

provided that all which he delivers, be found

doćtrine, and agreeable to the analogy of

faith. But every preacher’s doćtrine, and

every chriſtian’s faith, experience, and

praćtice, muft now be examined, and tried

by the holy fcriptures. “ To the law and

“ to the teſtimony : if they ſpeak not ac

“ cording to this word, it is becauſe there

“ is no light in them.” Iſaiah viii. 2o.

The Faith and Hope of the Goſpel have

been confounded together by many writers,

as if they were but one thing : altho' they

- |- AIC

 



*---- *--
-

---- - --- --- - - --
-

----
- - --

- -

iv P R E F A C E.

are as diſtinét as the foundation and the

fuperftrućture. And the affurance of Hope

hath been made to be of the effence of the

Faith of the Goſpel. Some writers have

repreſented Faith as if it were a perfon.
Other writers have deſcribed the Faith of

the Goſpel as confifting of feveral different

aćts of Faith ; and various opinions and

difputes have been maintained about thoſe

different aćts of faith : as alfo, How faith

juſtifieth, whether as a caufe, condition, or

inftrument ? -

Much of this altercation and confufion

hath been owing to not underſtanding the

fenfe or meaning of the word faith in its

different acceptations in the ſcriptures,

which hath occaſioned great error in doćtrine.

The word faith fometimes fignifieth belief

or believing : and fometimes it fignifieth

the truth or doćtrine, the thing or mat

ter, the objećt or fubjećt, which either is

believed, or believed in ; or which is pro

poſed to be believed, or to be believed in.

And fometimes the word faith is uſed to

denote not only believing, but alſo the thing

believed, and the thing believed in. This

is more fully explained in the difcourfe.

In fetting forth the different exprestions

uſed in holy ſcripture to denote the goſpel,
and believing the goſpel, I have not enu

merated all the ſynoninious expreſſions which

|- - , are
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P R E F A C E. V

are to be found in the Bible. After to

believe on the name of the Son of God :

(page 28, line 2o) may be added, faith in |

thé Lord Jefus, faith in his blood, faith in

his righteoufneſs : and the reader may add

others from his own obſervation.

In order to vindicate the truth, and to

make it appear móre plain and clear, I have

pointed out the miftakes or errors of feveral

writers : but I have notjudged or condemn

ed their perſons. I know that to err is hu

man. I have not wrote in a fpirit of con

troverfy, or from any other motive, I truft,

than to contend for the faith once deliver

ed unto the faints in meeknefs and fear,

Îpeaking the truth in love, and leaving it

to every man’s conſcience in the fight of

God to be examined and tried by the holy

fcriptures. - |

My difcourfe is upon a ferious and moſt

important fubjećt. I wiſh I could have

treated it better. Nothing more is requi

fite to make a finner a chriftian than the

one faith, and nothing elfe will do. My

aim hath been to make it appear plain, what

the one Faith of the Goſpel is, and to dif

tinguiſh it from all counterfeits. If any one

thing be of more weight and concern to

man than all other things on this fide the

grave to be fatisfied about, it is this, Whe

ther he is in the Faith ?

I have

-*

 



vi P R E F A C E.

I have written for the information of thofe

who have lefs underſtanding in the fcrip

tures, and lefs experience in the deep things

of God than myſelf : and I am ready to

learn of thoſe who have more underſtanding

in the fcriptures, and are better taught of

- “God than myfelf. I acknowledge that I am

- fanuary 6th,

yet a learner in the fchool of grace. And

a man can but miniſter according to the

ability which God giveth. “ As every man

“ hath received the gift, even fo miniſter

“the fame one to another, as good ftewards

“ of the manifold grace of God. (But) If

“ any man ſpeak, lét him ſpeak as the ora

“ cles of God.” I Pet. iv. I o, I r.

May the compaffionate High-prieſt and

Head of the church forgive every miftake

that I have made. May he blefs what is a

greeable to the truth of God. May his pro

vidence which is over all things, make what

is here publiſhed to work for his own glory,

and the good of his church, juſt fo far as to

his divine wiſdom and good pleaſure feem

eth meet. -

I 763. } BENJAMIN INGHAM.



T H E

FAITH and HoPE of the GOSPEL

A.

D I S C o U R S E upon

H E B R E w s xi. Ver. 1.

Now faith is the ſubſtance of things hoped for,

the evidence of things not feen.

#T#IF: ER Y excellent things are ſpoken

žs V : of Faith throughout the holy

N: „… "É ſcriptures. Greất and wonderfűi
YE-5:::::::! energy is afcribed to it. Without

Faith it is impostible to pleaſe God. “ Verily

“ verily, faith the Lord Jefus, he that be

“ lieveth on me hath everlaſting life.” John

vi. 47. But, “ he that believeth not on him

“ is condemned already ; and the wrath of

“ God abideth on him.” John iii. 18. 36.

Andagain, “ he that believeth ſhall be faved;

“ but he that believeth not ſhall be damned.”

Mark xvi. I 6.

A As
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As man was created to be immortal, but

by fin became mortal : as his continuance

here on earth is fhort and uncertain : as he

is to exiſt for ever hereafter either in a ſtate

of happineſs, or in a ſtate of mifery : as there

is a real difference betwixt pleafurė and pain,

betwixt happinefs and mifery ; an exceeding

great and wide difference betwixt a ſtate of

eternal happinefs and aftate of eternal mi

fery : as joy and happinefs is agreeable to all

men ; as pain and mifery is difagreeable to

every one : and as nothing is fo ſhocking to

any man as the thoughts of eternal damna

tion : ought it not to be the chief concern of

every one, how to be eternally happy ? ought

not all perfons to weigh and confider well,

how they may obtain eternal life ? Can there

be a more important inquiry than this? What

fhall I do to be faved ? What ſhall I do to

inheriteternal life ? How ſhall I obtain peace

with God ? How ſhall I regain his favour,

or find acceptance with him ? or, as the pro

phet Micah ſtrongly and elegantly expreifeth

it ; “. Wherewith fhall I come before the |

“ Lord, and bow myſelf before the high

“ God ? Shall I come before him with burnt

“ offerings, with calves of a year old ? Will |

“the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of||

“ rams, or with ten thouſands of rivers of||

“ oil ? Shall I give my firſt-born for my

““ tranf.
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“ fin of my foul ?” Micah vi. 6. 7

« tranfgreffion, the fruit of my body for the

: As the Lord Jeſus Chrift is the author of

eternal falvation, and the only faviour of fin

ners : as he alone is the way, the truth, and

the life : as he is the door into heaven, and

no man can enter therein by any other way

- or means ; for he openeth, and no one ſhutt

eth ; and he ſhutteth, and no one can open :

, as he hath faid, that thofe who believe on

him ſhall be faved ; but thoſe who believe

not fhall die in their fins and be damned:

Ought it not to be matter of ferious, calm

and deliberate inquiry to all thoſe who pro

lievers or not ?

St. Paul faith, “ All men have not faith.”

2 Theff. iii. 2. The Lord Jefus denoteth

the ſcarcity thereof in theſe words, “When

“ the fon of man cometh, fhall he find faith

...“ on the earth ?” Luke xviii. 8. St. Peter

calleth faith precious. 2 Peter i. 1. And in

deed the precious gift of faith is a pearl of

great price. Therefore, it is no infignificant

or indifferent, but a grand, important and

moſt momentous matter to “Examine our

“ felves, whether we be in the faith.” 2 Cor.

xiii. 5. -

I ſhall endeavour in this diſcourſe to ex

fefs chriſtianity, Whether they be true be- .

plain, deſcribe and fet forth the faith of the

goſpel, in as plain and clear a manner as I
A 2 : |- Cen,
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can, according to the infight and underſtand

ingthat I have in the holy ſcriptures. Ibelieve

that the holy ſcriptures were given by infpi

ration ofGod, and are profitable for doćtrine,

for reproof, for correćtion, for instrućtion in

righteoufnefs ; and are able by the teaching

of the Holy Ghoſt to make us wife unto falva

tion through faith which is in Chriſt Jefus.

2 Tim. iii. 15. 16. Nothing is to be added

to them, nor to be taken from them.

Rev. xxii. 18. 19. “ To the law and to the

“ teſtimony; if they ſpeak not according to

“this word, it is becauſe there is no light in

“ them.” Ifa. viii. 2o. If either man or an

gel preach any other gofpel, than that which

the apoſtles have preached, “ let him be ac

curfed.” Gal. i. 8. I therefore caution the

reader to weigh well what I write, and to re

gard it no further than it is agreeable to

the oracles of God. A man may be very po

fitive in his opinion, and yet abſolutely

wrong. Remember that all men are fallible.

Therefore prove every thing by the holy ſcrip.

tures ; and hold faſt what the God of truth

hath ſpoken by the mouth of his holy fervant;

the prophets, the evangelifts and apoſtles.

Now tho’ fo much mention is made of

faith, and the fruits or effećts thereof are fet

forth in fo many places : yet the words of

my text are the only definition of it, that I

can recollećt in all the bible. Theword:
ew
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W

few, but accurate and comprehenfive. They

are a perfećt definition of the faith of the gof

pel; and may ferve for a definition of every

other kind of faith. Yet the faith of the

goſpel is very different from every other kind

offaith, and from every falfe faith in religion.

By frequent meditation on the original greek

words, I got light and underſtanding in the .

faith of the goſpel ; and alſo in the meaning

of the word faith in its different acceptations;

about both which I had been perplexed by

reading various authors. It is my opinion,

that both the doćtrine and alſo the very words

of ſcripture, in the languages wherein they

were originally written, were infpired by the

holy Ghoſt. God gavehis holy fervants both

mouth and wiſdom, as he promifed ; “ I

“ will give you a mouth and wiſdom”! Luke

xxi. 15. “ which things alſo we ſpeak, faith

“ St. Paul, not in the words which man’s

“ wiſdom teacheth, but which the holy Ghoft

“ teacheth.” I Cor. ii. 13. The tranſlation

of the holy fcriptures into the modern

tongues hath been a great bleffing, and of

very great ufe to the cauſe of chriftianity.

Yet men of learning, who have ftudied the

originals, know very well, that fome places

are falfely tranſlated, and others weakly and

lamely. It would be well worth the labour

of all the learned men in every nation to con

fpire together to publiſh an accurate tranſla
A 3 - tion
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tion,retainingtheverywords ofthe tranſlations

now in uſe, v here the fenfe is true, and the

words are plain and proper. But this by the by.

I ſhall now proceed to explain the mean

ing of the words of my text: and afterwards

e ndeavour to open the matter contained in

them. And firſt I ſhall attempt to explain

the fenfe of the word faith.

The greek word Piftis, tranſlated faith.

cometh from the greekverb Peitho, which fig

nifieth to perſuade, to convince, or to inake

believe. It is owing to a perfuaſion of mind

that we believe any thing : and what we be

lieve is the perfuaſion of our mind, or our

belief. To believe a thing meaneth to affent

to and credit it as true. To believe in a

thing meaneth to confide or truft in it, to

rely or depend on it. The word faith hath

different fenfes and acceptations in holy fcrip

ture. Very often it is taken paffively, and

fignifieth what is or is to be believed; or what

is to be believed and believed in. And of.

ten it is taken aĉtively, and fignifieth believ

ing. And by a figure offpeech,* the word

faith is ufedin either fenfe: and fometimes in

cludeth both; and meanethwhat is to be believ

ed and believedin, and alſo the believingofit.

I ſhall produce and explain a paffage offcrip

ture, wherein the word faith occurs thrice in

OInt:

* By a Metonymy, the cauſe is put for the effećt, the

fubjećł for the adjun&t, or the contrary ; and by a Synech.

doche, a part is put for the whole, or the whole for a pare.
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óne verſe, and is uſed each time in a different

fenfe ; and afterwards I will further illuftrate

what I have faid.

The Apoſtle Paul faith, “ I am not

“ afhamed of the goſpel of Chrift : for it is

“the power of God unto falvation, to every

“ one that believeth. For therein is the

“ righteoufnefs of God revealed from faith

“ to faith : as it is written, the juft ſhall

“ live by faith.” Rom. i. 16. 17. Trom

faith in the firſt place meaneth the faith or

truth of God, the teſtimony of God, who can

not lie, concerning his beloved fon J fis

Chrift and his righteoufnefs. Now God's

word, teſtimony, faith or truth is to be cre

dited, and ought to be believed. “ He that

“ believeth not God, hath made him a liar.”

. I John v. Io. Adam fell by not believing and

dependingon what God had faid to him. For

he hearkened to the ſpirit of error, who is a

liar, and the father of lies. And whoever

doth not believe and depend on what God

faith, certainly hearkeneth to the fame fpirit

of falfhood. To faith in the fecond place,

meaneth the belief of man, or to be believ

ed in by man. The righteoufnefs of God, i. e.

the divine righteoufnefs of Chrift, is reveal

ed in the goſpel, that man may believe in it

for falvation. By faith in the third place

meaneth both what is to be beliered and be

lievedin, andalfo the believingthereof. “The

A 4 “juſt
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“just ſhall live by faith.” Thoſe who are

juſtified, live by believing God’s teſtimony

concerning Chriſt and his righteoufnefs, and

by believing in and depending on the Lord

Jefus, and his divine righteoufneſs, as their

only foundation, and the alone ground of

their hope of falvation.

The word faith in my text meaneth the

beliefor the believingofwhat is to be believed

and believed in, as will by and by appear

more clearly.

Truth is the objećt of the underſtanding;

as Good is the objećt of the will. Now in

the goſpel, God’s word, emphatically called

the truth and the faith of God, is the ob

jećt of man’s faith, or what man is to be

lieve. And Chriſt and his righteoufnefs is

the fubjećt of man’s faith, the matter where

on it is to be exercifed, or what man is to

believe in.

The Prophets gave this fubſtantial reafon

for what they delivered, “ Thus faith the

“ Lord.” God’s word well attefted is fuf

ficient ground for man to believe and to

obey. For, “ By every word that proceed

“ eth out of the mouth of the Lord, doth

“ man live.” (See Deut. viii. 3. Matt. iv. 4.

Luke iv. 4.) Before the fall of Adam, man

was to live by the word of God in the law,

“ The man that doth them, ſhall live in

“ them.” (See Lev. xviii. 5. Rom. x. 5,

Gal,
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Gal. iii. 12.) After the fall of Adam, man

was to live by the word of promife, till

Chrift came and finiſhed his Work. But now

man is to live by the word of the goſpel of

God, “ T H I S I S M Y B E L O V ED

“ SON, IN W HOM I AM WELL

“ P L EASE D : H E A R Y E H I M.”

Matt. xvii. 5. This teſtimony of God, cal

led the truth, the record, the word and the

faith of God, but moſt commonly the gof

pel or the faith, is what is to be believed :

But God’s teſtimony is concerning Jefus

Chrift and his righteoufnefs, his aćtive and

paffive obedience, to be believed in, and de

pended on for acceptance with God, for par

don, life and falvation. The teſtimony of

God is concerning the perfon of Chrift, and

the work of Chrift. Now man is to believe

the teſtimony of God ; and upon the autho

rity of it, he is to believe in Jeſus Chriſt

and his righteoufnefs, whereof God hath

teftified, that he is well pleaſed. Therefore

the faith of the goſpel is the believing of

God’s teſtimony concerning Chrift and his

righteoufnefs, and believing in Jefus Chriſt

and his moſt perfećt and divine righteouf

nefs, as the only fure ground of the hope of

eternal life. ,

As the word faith occurs fo often in ſcrip

ture, I will further endeavour to fet forth

the meaningofitin its different acceptations.

A 5 Sonne
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Sometimes it ſignifieth what is to be believ

ed. As, “ Children in whom is no faith.”

Deut. xxxii. 2o. Children who are not to be

believed or truſted. Again, “ Shall their

unbelief make the faith of God without ef

fećt.” Rom. iii. 3. In this fenfe the word

faith ought always to be taken when it figni

fieth truth, fidelity, faithfulnefs, credit, a

creed. Public faith meaneth what is to be

believed and trufted betwixt one nation and

another, and by all people. A creed, or a

confestion of faith, meaneth the doctrine

therein contained to be believed.

Sometimes the word faith meaneth what

is to be believed and believedin. As, “ He

“ now preacheth the faith which once he

“ deſtroyed.” Gal. i. 23. The faith here

meaneth the goſpel, what is to be believed

and believed in, as hath already been ex

plained. In this fenfe the Apostle Paul fre

quently uſeth the word faith ; as, “ The

“ hearing of faith.” “ The law is not of

faith.” “ Before faith came, we were kept

“ underthe law, ſhutup unto the faith which

“ ſhould afterwards be revealed. But after

“ that faith is come.” Gal. iii. 2. g. 12. 23.

25. When the word faith is taken aćtively

and meaneth believing, it implies a convic

tion or perfuaſion of mind upon ſufficient or

fatisfaétory proof, or evidence, that the thing

to be believed i3 true. And to believe in,

- COIl
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confide or truft in ; to venture, rely and de

pend on, feem to be confequences of be

lieving. A man that aćts wifely and deli

berately, will not truft in a perfon, or ven

ture on a thing, unleſs he believe, or be per

fuaded, or fatisfied in his mind, that it is

fafe and prudent fo to do. Faith or believ

ing is weak or ſtrong, as the evidence that

fupports it is lefs or more, weak or ſtrong.

In thefe texts next following, the word faith

meaneth belief or believing. “ O ye of

“ little faith.” Matt.vi. go. i. e. of a weak

belief, of a timid or fearful perfuafion of

mind, fcarce daring to believe or depend on

God. “Abraham was ſtrong in faith.”

Rom. iv. 2o. He believed without doubt

ing, he ſtaggered not ; he wavered not ; he

was fully perfuaded in his mind; he had

confidence in God; he depended on God’s

Promife. “ Have faith in God.” Mark xi.

22. “ Lord, increafe our faith.” “ If ye had

“ faith as a grain of muftard feed.” Luke

xvii. 5. 6. *Stephen, a man full of faith.”

Aćts vi. 5. “ Joy of faith.” “ The faith of

“ the Goſpel.” Phil. i. 25. 27.

When the word faith belongeth to per

fons, it comprehendeth and includeth both

their believing, and what they believe, or

believe in. What is to be believed, or to

be believed in, doth not become any man’s

faith, before he believeth it, or believeth in

it.
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ít. My faith, belief or creed, meaneth what

Ibelieve ; or what is believed, or believed in

by me. What I believe, may be true before

I believe it ; but it is not my faith before I

believe it. The goſpel is the truth of God,

whether it is believed or not. The goſpel

doth not become a truth upon believing it :

for it is the fame truth before and after be

lieving of it. But the goſpel doth not be

come any perſon’s faith, till he believeth it.

If I believe not the goſpel ; yet nevertheleſs,

it is the precious truth of God. But if I

believe the goſpel, it becometh my faith. If

you believe the goſpelit becometh your faith.

If another perfon believeth the goſpel, it be

cometh his faith. My faith meaneth my

believing, and what I believe, or believe in.

Your faith meaneth your believing, and what

you believe, or believe in. His faith mean

eth his believing, and what he believeth, or

believeth in. For inftance, “ To him that

* worketh not, but believeth on him that

“ juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted

“ for righteoufneſs.” Rom. iv. 5. Some

writers conceiving that the words his faith,

meant his believing, and no more, have

concluded that a perſon was juſtified for his

believing, if it was but right believing ; and

that his believing was counted or imputed

to him for righteoufnefs or justification. But

this is a groſs error. For finners are neither

jufli
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: juſtified for their own believing, nor their

: own obeying; nor for both together: nei

: ther for the truth or fincerity of their be

: lieving, or any aćt of faith ; nor for any

: thing they have done, can do, or ever will

# do. Neither are they juſtified for any thing

# wherein they differ from others, or excell

* others ; nor for any thing done or wrought

# in them, or received by them. For the

whole and fole caufe of the juſtification of

# finners, is the aćtive and paffive obedience

# of Jefus Chrift, called the righteoufnefs of

i God, “ which is unto all and upon all them

# “ that believe.” Rom. iii. 22. To juſtify

# finners is the peculiar prerogative of the moſt

m. High. “It is God that juſtifieth.” Rom.viii.

33. How then can either faith or works

: juſtify a finner ? But God juſtifieth ungodly

z finners upon believing, (not for believing ;)

a by imputing to them the divine righteouf

a nefs of Chriſt, which becometh their faith,

it when they believe God’s teſtimony concern

: ing it, and heartily believe in it. The words

r. bis faith, mean the righteoufnefs of Chrift,

# wherein he believeth or truſteth ; when he

v believeth God’s teſtimony concerning Chrift

# and his work, as alone fufficient to fave fin

: , ners, without any other requifite. Again,

: “ Being juſtified by faith, we have peace with

: “ God.” Rom. v. 1. Being juſtified by the

:: thing believed in, upon believing ; asjuft fet

forth
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forth. Again, “ Your faith is fpoken of,

“ &c. Rom. i. 8. Your belief of the gof

pel, or your believing what is to be believ

ed and believed in. It muft be remember

ed, That in the goſpel there is an objećt and

a fubjećt for man’s faith. God’s truth is to

be believed ; and Chriſt and his righteouf

nefs is to be believed in, as hath been afore

fet forth.

As it is of great ufe to underſtand the right

fenfe of the word faith in fcripture, one ſhould

carefully attend to the context, wherein it

occurs. For mifunderſtanding the meaning

of the word hath led men into great error ;

as it certainly is, when man’s believing is

put in the place of Chriſt’s righteoufneſs.---

But I ſhall now proceed to explain another

material word in my text:

The greek word Hupoſtafis, tranſlatedfub

ftance, is uſed to fignify fomething that is real

and exiſteth, in contradiftinćtion to what is

chimerical or an idle fancy. The moſt holy

faith or the goſpel is a reality, yea, the very

truth of God, who cannot lye. It is not an

idle fancy or a deiuston ; it is no deceit or

error, no falíhood, no lye, nər a cunningly

devifed fable. 2 Peter i. 16. It is not a

fcheme of religion invented or contrived by

men or devils, as many religions have been.

But the living and true God himſelf is the

author and the finiſher of the chriftian faith.

But
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But the word Hupoftafis literally tranſlated

fignifieth fubſiſtence, or that which is put

and ſtandeth under another thing and fup

porteth it, being its baſe, ground or founda

tion. Every building muft have a founda

tion ; but the foundation ftandeth under the

building and fupporteth it. If the founda

tion fail, the building muft fall. A houfe

that is built upon firm and fure ground or a

rock, hath a good foundation : but a houfe

that is built upon loofe and rotten earth, hath

a precarious foundation. ’Tis hazardous and

uncertain, whether the houfe will ftand. But

the word Hupoftafis denoteth alſo ſtability and

firmnefs ; that which ſtandeth under, and is

fufficient and able to fupport what is upon

it. The word is alſo uſed to fignify courage,

boldneſs, confidence, what is not eafily

moved or foon fhaken. The goſpel, the moft

holy faith, is areal, ſtrong, firm, fafe, found

and fure foundation of hope. Thus much

as to the meaning or fenfe of the greek word

Hupoſtafis, which is tranſlated fubſtance :

but might have been more ſignificantly ren

dered in this place, the fubſtantial founda

tion, or the fure ground of things hoped for.

Things hoped for are things expećted.

Now faith, be it true or falfe, is the baſe,

ground, foundation and fupport of hope or

things expećued. True faith is a fafe and

fure foundation of hope, that will be crowned

- - Witſ).
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with the enjoyment of the good things ex

pećted. Falfe faith, or a dead faith, is a pre

carious, uncertain, hazardous and rotten

foundation of hope, that will periſh ;

whofe end will be ſhame and confufion and

diſappointment. Every man’s hope is of the

fame kind with his faith. The chriftian faith

and hope are connećted together. The faith

of the gofpel is the ground and fupport of

the hope of the goſpel. And the hope of

the goſpel is that exceeding great and eter

nal weight of glory, that eternal life, which

is the reward of the moſt perfećt and divine

righteoufneſs of Jeſus Chrift, which will be

given of God for his fake to all, to whom his

righteoufnefs is given. But the things hop

eĪfor, will be confidered more largely, and

particularly hereafter, when I come to treat

of the hope of the goſpel.

The greek word Elenchos, which is trans

lated the evidence, denoteth the ſtrongeft

proof, a certain and infallible demonſtration ;

an evidence that is fo full, and plain, and

clear, that it appeareth to the mind, that

comprehendeth it, felf-evident : or, that it

is fo, it muft be fo, and it cannot be other

wife. As that one and two make three ;

two and two make four ; three and three

make fix, abſolutely and precifely fo, and

neither more nor lefs. Now when a thing is

fully proved or demonſtrated to any man,
there
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there is a convićtion or full perfuafion in his

mind of the truth thereof; and that con

vićtion or perfuafion in the mind is the man’s

evidence, his Elenchos, the proof and rea

fon for his believing it. Whatever any man

believeth, he believeth it upon fome kindof

evidence or other, whether the evidence be

true or falfe. And every man hath the evi

dence in his own mind upon which he believ

eth it. A mán offenfe will not believe every

thing that he hears or reads, before he ex

amines the evidence ; and if it be a matter

of confequence, he will require good and

fatisfaétory evidence before he believeth it.

But when a man hath full and fatisfaćtory

evidence, he muft believe it. Otherwife he

aćts as weakly and abfurdly, as he that doth

not believe what he feeth with his own eyes.

*Tis faid that feeing is believing, all the

world over. But he that hath no eyes can

not fee: and he that hath no proof or evi

dence for a thing, cannot rationally believe

it. He that believeth upon weak and un

certain evidence, is a weak and credulous

man : but he that believeth without any

evidence, is blind in his intellećts, and given

to fancy. He that believeth upon the tefti

mony of credible men, hath moral proof :

but he that believeth upon the teſtimony of

God, hath infallible demonſtration. Who

ever hath obtained the precious faith of the

gofº
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goſpel, which is of the operation of God, and

the free-gift ofGod to him, hath this Elenchos,

this evidence or demonſtration of things not

feen, of all thoſe great and glorious things

reported by the goſpel, whereof more will

be faid hereafter.

There is a great difference between hu

man faith and divine faith. I call that hu

man faith, that ſtandeth in the wifdom of

man, and hath only human, external and

moral proof or evidence to ſupport it. And

I call that divine faith, that ftandeth in the

power of God, and hath the word and wit

nefs, or teſtimony of God, and the demon

ftration of the Holy Ghoſt to fupport it.

More will be faid of this when I come to

fhew how men obtain faith.

I faid above, that the words of my text

may ferve for a definition of every kind of

faith. Yet the faith of the goſpel is very

different from every other kind of faith, and

from every falfe faith in religion. I ſhall

now explain myſelf, and endeavour to illu

ſtrate the matter.

Faith is the foundation of things hoped

for, the evidence of things not feen. What

ever then is the ground or fupport of hope,

that is the faith, the thing believed in, or the

matter depended upon. And firſt with re

fpećt to political, publick or civil faith.

What is the ground of hope and confidence

- be
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:

neffes, caufes are determined in courts of

betwixt one nation and another ? I anfwer,

the laws of nature and of nations ; but in

particular, the treațies of peace and com

merce, the alliances offenfive and defenſive,

which have been folemnly and formally made

and ratified by thofe nations. To obferve

thefe ſtrićtly, is called, keeping good faith ;

to breakthefe, is called, breach of faith. Now

here the laws and treaties are the things be

lieved in, the evidence of what is not feen,

and the ground upon which people venture

and truft in their intercourfes. Again, what

is the ground of hope in England to thoſe

who lend money to the government, that both

principal and intereft will be ſafe and fecure ?

I anfwer, the laws of the nation. People be

lieve and confide in the fanćtion of the laws .

made by the authority of the King and Par

liament. The laws are the ground of hope

to the people, and their evidence of things

not feen. Again ; fuppofing two or

three honeft neighbours come and relate to

me fome good and interefting news, upon

their teſtimony and authority, I believe it.

It becometh the ground of hope to me, and

the evidence of what I had not feen. Upon

the authority of good hiſtorians, we believe

matters of faćt done long ago; their teſti

mony is to us the evidence of things not

feen. Upon the evidence of credible wit

ļu
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judicature. The teſtimony of the witneffes

is to the judge and jury, the evidence of

what they themfelves have not feen or heard.

This is human and moral proof : and this is

human faith.

Again, with regard to religion.----

Whatever is the ground and fupport of a

man’s hope that he ſhall be faved, that is his

religious faith, be it what it will. Whoever

then hopeth to be faved by the profeſſion of

any religion, be it the Chriſtian, Jewiſh,

Mahometan or Heathen, that is his faith : Or

whoever hopeth to be faved by being in any

particularfećt, fociety, or partyofany of thofe

four great denominations, that is his faith.

Again, whoever hopeth to be faved becaufe

he is a moral man, that is his faith. He

truſteth in his morality. He believeth, or

is perfuaded in his own mind, that the prac

tice of morality is fufficient to procure him

the favour of God; and that he ſhall obtain

falvation thereby. This is the faith of many

perfons. Without controverfy, all men in

all religions ought to be moral : and who

ever is an immoral man, is a bad man, what

ever religion he profeffeth. A moral man is

a valuable perfon in civil fociety, and worthy

of reſpećt as a neighbour or a fubjećt, even

in a private capacity ; and much more fo,

when heisin a publick capacity, an officeror a

magiſtrate. But whether morality, as vei:
G
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feveral other things I am about to mention,

be a found and fure foundation for eternal

life, may be gathered from the whole pur

port of this diſcourſe. Again, whoever

hopeth to be faved by praying, reading,

faſting, hearing fermons, receiving the facra

ment, or by any other religious exercife or

duty, that is his faith. , Whoever hopeth to

be faved by vows, pilgrimages, penance,

confeffion, voluntary poverty or celibacy,

that is his faith. Whoever hopeth to be fav

ed by good works, as feeding the hungry,

giving drink to the thirſty, cloathing the

naked, vifiting the fick, entertainingſtrangers,

miniſtering to the prifoners, relieving the dif

trefied, viſiting and affifting the fatherlefs and

widows, burying the dead, or by any other

good works, that is his faith. Whoever

hopeth to be faved, becauſe he hath gone

through fuch diſtrefs of fqul, or fuch exer

cife of heart or mind, having been fo often

convinced of fin, and fo long and fo much

burdened, pained and grieved upon that ac

count, that is his faith. Whoever hopeth

to be faved, becaufe he hath reformed his

life, or made a good beginning towards it ;

or becaufe he is changed and altered, and

better than he was before, or better than

others, as he himſelf thinketh, that is his

faith. Whoever hopeth to be faved, becauſe

he hath now and then a good thought, and

put
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putteth up to God a fhort ejaculation, fays a

prayer or fheds a tear; or becauſe he hath

made or foon purpofeth to make, a pious re

folution to amend his ways and be good, that

is his faith. Whoeverhopeth to be faved, be

cauſe he thinketh that he is juſtified or fanćti

fied or converted ; or for his believing or

aćting faith, or putting forth an aćt of faith,

be it direćt or reflex; or for an appropriating

aćt, or a four fold aćt, or any other fort of

aćt of faith; or for diligently endeavouring

to believe, or for the truth and fincerity of

his faith, or for his orthodoxy, that is his faith.

Whoever hath got a very good conceit of

himſelf, thinking himſelf to be perfećt, or

in a higher and better ſtate than others, and

fo more deferving of God’s favour than others,

and therefore hopeth to be faved, that is his .

faith. In fhort, whatever any one hopeth to

be faved by, be it good or bad, true or falfe,

right or wrong, commanded of God or will

worſhip and fuperſtition, falling down to the

ftump of a tree, or worſhipping the devil, as

fome of the heathen do; any thing done by

himſelf, or done by another man for him, that

is his faith ; or what he believeth in and de

pendeth on for falvation.

And thus much as to religious faith which

is human. |

It is now time that I come to treat more

largely of the moſt holy faith, the moſt holy

truth
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truth ofGod to be believed, and the moſt ho

ly perfon and righteoufneſs of God mani

feſted in the fleſh to be believed in. St.

Jude exhorts the diſciples of Chriſt earneftly

to contend for the faith once delivered to

the faints, and to build up themfelves there

on. St. Peter calleth it “ precious faith in

the righteoufneſs of our God and faviour

Jeſus Chrift.” 2 Pet. i. 1. (For fo the

words of the apoſtle ſhould have been tranf

lated.) And St. Paul calleth it, “ the faith

“ of God’s elećt, and the acknowledging

“ of the truth, which is after godlinefs, in

“ hope of eternal life.” Tit. i. 1. 2. This

faith is very different from every other kind

of faith, and from every falfe faith in reli

gion. For this is the foundation which God

hath laid in Zion. -

The Lord Jefus faid unto his apoftles,

“ Go ye into all the world, and preach the

“ goſpel to every creature. He that be

“ lieveth and is baptized, ſhall be faved ;

“ but he that believeth not, ſhall be damn

“ ed.” Mark xvi. 15, 16. The goſpel and

what it importeth is the objećt and the fub

jeét of man’s faith. He that believeth the

goſpel ſhall be faved, but he that believeth

not the goſpel, fhall be damned. This is

the declaration of the great judge, whoſe

fentence will be final and irreverfible.

I ſhall now proceed to open the matter

CCllw
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contained in my text. And firſt, I ſhall

endeavour to fet forth more fully what the

goſpel is, and what it importeth.

Secondly, what the faith of the goſpel is ;

and alſo what affurance of faith meaneth.

Thirdly, the neceſſity of faith.

Fourthly, how men obtain the faith of

the goſpel. |

Fifthly, I ſhall ſpeak of the evidence of

the goſpel ; and how faith is the evidence

of things not feen ; and what thofe things

not feen are.

Sixthly, the bleflings confequent upon

believing the goſpel.

Seventhly, I ſhall ſpeak of the fruit, effećt

or work of faith, and the proof that any

one hath faith.

And when I have gone through thefe

heads, I ſhall make remarks upon different

forts of believers ; and afterwards treat of

the hope of the goſpel, of affurance of

hope, and what belongeth to that ſubjećt.

And firft, I muft endeavour to fet forth

more fully what the goſpel is, and what

it importeth. And it may be of fome ufe

to fet forth the different terms or expref.

fions ufed in holy ſcripture to denote the

fame thing; becaufe unlearned perfons are

often puzzled about words and expreffi

ons, which are ſynonimous, or have the

- fame

----—––-~–––––––-

|
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fame fenfe and meaning, becauſe they

do not underſtand them. , And when

words or phraſes are uſed, to which they are

not accuſtomed, they are apt to think that

fome new truth, doćtrine or matter, is con

tained in them.

Now the firſt intimation of God’s purpofe

of mercy to man after the fall of Adam was

in theſe words, part of the fentence pro

nounced upon the ferpent the devil, “ The

“ feed of the woman (which meant Chrift)

“ fhall bruife thy head.” Gen. iii. 15.

When God entered into covenant with Abra

ham, he made his purpoſe of mercy more

plainly known, declaring by his word of pro

mife to him, and confirming it afterwards by

his oath, “Thatin his feed (which was Chriſt)

“ all the nations of the earth fhould be

“ blefied.” Gen. xxii. 16, &c. The apof

tle Paul frequently ufeth the word promife,

to denote Jefus Chriſt and what was

romiſed in him. , The evangelical prophet

Iſaiah fpeaketh of publiſhing peace, bring

ing good tidings of good, publiſhing fal

vation. Ch. lii. 7. And he faith, “ Lord,

“ who hath believed our report ? Ch. lili.

1. The angel, that made known the birth

of Jeſus Chriſt unto the fhepherds, faid un

to them, “ Fear not, for behold ! I bring

“ you good tidings of great joy, which

** ſhall be to all people : for unto you is

B - ““ born
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“ born a Saviour, which is Chrift the Lord.”

Luke ii. Io. I 1. When the Lord Jeſus

at his baptiſm declared, That it became him

to fulfill all righteoufnefs, the heavens were

opened, the ſpirit of God deſcended upon

him ; and lo ! a voice from heaven, faying,

“ This is my beloved Son, in whom I am

“ well pleafed.” Matt. iii. I 5, &c. At

this time God gave teſtimony and appro

bation to Chriſt’s aćtive obedience. Again,

at his transfiguration on the mount, when

Mofes and Elias appeared in glory, and

fpoke of his death, which he was to fuffer

at Jerufalem, there came a voice from the

excellent glory, faying, “ This is my belov

“ ed Son, in whom I am well pleaſed, hear

“ ye him.” Matt. xvii. I, &c. Luke ix.

28, &c. 2 Peter i. 17. At this fecond

time God gave teſtimony and approbation

to Chriſt’s paffive obedience ; and com

manded all to believe in, and to obey him.

And again, when the foul of the blefied

Jefus began to be troubled on account of

the bloody agony and bitter death then ap

proaching, which he was to endure ; “ Then

“ came there a voice from heaven, faying,

“ I have both glorified (thy name,) and

“ will glorify it again.” John xii. 27. 28.

The Father had already twice glorified his

beloved Son ; and he promifeth to glorify

him
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him again, by raifing him from the dead,

and receiving him up into glory.

This voice or word of God, the Lord

Jeſus called “the Goſpel,” and “the Truth,”

and “the wordofthe Kingdom.” Mark 1. 15.

John viii. 4o. Matt. xiii. 19. For teſti

fying this truth, which he heard of God,

that he was the beloved Son of God, the

jews accuſed him of blaſphemy, becaufe .

they faid he made himſelf God. John x.

33. För this they accuſed him to Pilate

as deſerving death. John xix. 7. St. John

calleth this voice of God, “ The Father’s

“ commandment,” and “the truth,”and “the

“ witnefs of God, which he teftified of his

“ fon ;” and “the recordofGod, that he gave

“ of his fon.” 2 John 4. & 1 John v. 9,

Io. - St. Peter calleth it, “ the word of the

“Lord,“the truth,” and “the holy command

“ ment,” (1 Pet. i. 25, 22 : 2 Pet. ii. 21.)

and “the word, which God fent unto Iſ.

“ rael, preaching peace by Jeſus Chriſt.”

Aćts x. 36. St. James calleth it, “ the word

“ of truth,”and “the ingrafted word, which

** is able to fave the foul.” James i. 18.

2 I. · St. Jude calleth this voice from hea

ven, “ the faith once delivered to the faints ;”

and “the moſtholy faith.” Jude iii. 2o. St.

Paulcallethit, “his goſpel, and thepreaching

“ of Jefus Chriſt according to the command

“ment of the everlaſting God.” Rom, xvi.

B 2 253



( 28 )

-
-

-

|

»5, 26; “the teſtimony of God ;” I Cor.

ii. I ; “ the word of reconciliation ;” 2 Cor.

v. 19 : “ the word of life ; ” Phil. ii. 16.

“the word of the truth of the goſpel ;” Col.

i. 5 : “ the word of the Lord ;” I Theff. i.

8 : “ the word of God ;” I Theff. ii. I 3 :

and frequently “the faith ;” and “the word

of faith :” And alſo, “ the word of fal

vation;” and “the word of God’s grace,

which is able to build up.” Aćts xiii. 26.

and xx. 32. -

Now all the above exprefions, altho’ in

different words, denote and mean the fame

thing. Therefore “ to hear him ;” to obey

the Father’s commandment ; to obey the

truth ; obedience of faith ; to receive the

word of the kingdom, the ingrafted word,

the word of God : or, to believe in Jefus

Chrift, on the Son, or on the name of his

Son Jefus Chriſt : to believe that Jefus is

the Chriſt, the Son of God, the beloved Son

of the living God ; to confeſs that Jeſus

Chrift is come in the fleſh : to believe the

promife, the report, the good tidings of

good : to believe the truth, the record, the

witnefs of God, the word of life, the word

of faith, the word of reconciliation, of fal

vation, or the word of God’s grace ; or to

believe the goſpel, the good tidings of great

joy, fignify all one and the fame thing.

For
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For all theſe fcripture-expreſſions fet forth

the fame matter, -

The goſpel then is the good pleaſure of

almighty God in his beloved Son, and it is

good news from heaven of falvation to loft

finners, on account of a wonderful work ;

which the Lord Jefus compleated and finiſh

ed. To this work of Chrift, the moſt High

gave teſtimony and approbation, both by

word and deed. Thrice he teftified by a

voice from heaven ; and he gave further

proof by raifing him from the dead. " The

jews, as hath been faid, accuſed the Lord

Jefus of blaſphemy for faying, that he was

the fon of God. For this they judged him

to deferve death by law. For when Pilate

declared that he found no fault in him ; the

jews anfwered, “We have a law, and by

“ our law he ought to die ; becaufe he made .

“ himſelf the fon of God.” John xix. 6, 7.

But the living God foon reverfed their fen

tence, and reproved their falfe judgment ;

and with power declared him, whom thejews

crucified, to be his beloved Son ; “ When ·

“ he raiſed him from the dead, and fet him

“ at his own right hand in the heavenly

“ places, far above all principalityand pow

“ er, and might, and dominion, and every

“ name that is named, not only in this

“ world, but alſo in that which is to come :

“ and put all things under his feet,
*B 3 ** and
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“ and gave him to be the head over aII

“things to the Church. Eph. i. 2o, &c.

“ That at the name of Jeſus every knee

“ ſhould bow, of things in heaven, and

“things in earth, and things under the

“ carth ; and that every tongue ſhould con

“ feſs, that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the

“ glory of God the Father.” Phil. ii. 1 o.

I I.

By the preaching of the goſpel, the joy

fulnews of falvation to periſhing finners is to

be made known in all the world by the com

mandment, and upon the word, the truth

and the faith of the everlafting God.

I ſhall now endeavour to open the import,

fenfe or meaning, of the goſpel. To know

and underſtand aright the import of the

goſpel, is a matter of very great moment :

and to mifunderſtand it, is a matter of very

dangerous confequence. Who, that profefs

Chriſtianity, will not be ready to fay, that

they do believe the goſpel, and believe that

Jefus is the Chriſt, and alſo believe in Jefus

Chrift? Yet the prophet complained,

“ Lord, who hath believed our report ?”

Ifa. liii. 1. And God himſelf faith, “ Be

“ hold, ye deſpifers, and wonder and perifh;

“ for I work a work in your days ; a work

“ which you ſhall in no wife believe, though

“ a man declare it unto you.” Aćts xiii.

41. And the judge of quick, and dead faith,

“ Strait
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“ Strait is the gate and narrow is the way,

** that leadeth unto life, and few thele be

“ that find it.” Matt. vii. 14. And again,

“ He that believeth the goſpel, ſhall be fav

“ ed.” And, “ He that believeth on him,

“ hath everlafting life.” It is therefore to

be feared, that many who think that they

believe the goſpel, are miftaken ; and do

not underſtand the meaning of the gof

el.
P The Lord Jefus faid unto the pharifees,

who were diſguſted with him for eating with

publicans and finners, “ They that be whole

“ need not a phyfician, but they that are

“ fick. But go ye and learn what that

“ meaneth, I will have mercy and not fa

“crifice : for I am not come to call the

“ righteous, but finners to repentance.”

Matt. ix. 12, 13. And upon another oc

cafion, when the people murmured at him,

faying, “ That he was gone to be gueſtwith

“ a man that is a finner ; he faid, The Son

“ of man is come to feek and to fave that

“ which was loft.” Luke xix. 7, 1o. And to

the pharifees, who hopedwell of themfelves

on account of their own righteoufnefs ; and

thought well of themſelves on account of

their good charaćter in the world ; he faid,

“ That which is highly efteemed amongſt

men, is abomination in the fight of God.”

Luke xvi. I 5. St. Paul faith, “ That Chrift

- - B 4 “ Jeſus
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“ Jeſus came into the world to fave finners.”

1 Tim. i. 15. And again, “ That God was

“ in Chriſt reconciling the world unto him

“ felf, not imputing their trefpaffes unto

“ them : and that he made Chrift, wlio

“ knew no fin, to be fin for finners ; that

“they might be made the righteoufneſs of

“ God in him.” 2 Cor. v. 19, 21. And

that Chrift is made of God to them that

believe, “ wiſdom, and righteoufnefs, and

“ fanćtification, and redemption : that, ac

“ cording as it is written, He that glorieth,

“ let him glory in the Lord.” I Cor. i. 3o.

31. And alſo, what hath been already

quoted and explained, “ the righteoufnefs

“ of God is revealed in the goſpel from the

faith of God to the faith of man ; as it is

written, “ The juft ſhall live by faith.” St.

Peteralfofaith, that precious faithis, “ in the

“ righteoufneſs of our Godand Saviour Jefus

«« Chriſt.” -

The prophet Jeremiah calleth the mefiah,

“The Lord our righteoufnefs.” “ Behold !

“the days come, faith the Lord, that I will

“ raife unto Davida righteous branch, and a

“ king fhall reign and proſper, and ſhall

“ execute judgment and juſtice in the earth.

“ In his days Judah fhall be faved, and

“ Iſrael ſhall dwell fafely : and this is his

“ Name whereby He ſhall be called, THE

“ LoRD oUR RIGHTEousNess.” Jer. xxiii.

|- - - 52 6.
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z. 6. He alſo calleth the Church, the

Bride of Chriſt, by the fame name ; as it is

uſual for a woman, when ſhe marrieth, to

take her huſband’s name : “This is the

“ name wherewith SHE ſhall be called, “ The

“ Lord our righteoufnefs.” Jer. xxxiii. 16.

The prophet Iſaiah faith, “ In the Lord

“ ſhall all the feed of Iſrael be juſtified, and

“ fhall glory.” And, “ In the Lord have they

“ righteoufnefs and ſtrength.” If. xlv. 25.

24. And the Lord God faith, that the

righteoufnefs of his people is of himſelf.

Ifa liv. 17. St. John expoundeth the voice

from heaven, “ Hear ye him,” which he

calleth the Father’s commandment ; “ That

“ we ſhould believe on the Name of his

“ fon Jefus Chriſt.” I John iii. 23, & V.

I 3. Now the Name or charaćter of Jefus

Chrift is, “ THE LORD OUR RIGHTEoUs

“ N Fss : ” who hath executed judgment

and juſtice : who hath fulfilled and fatisfied

every demand of law and juſtice. He is

alſo called, “ The juft God and the Savi

“ our.” Ifa. xlv. 2 I. “ Who hath finiſh

“ ed tranſgrestion, made an end of fin,

“ made reconciliation for iniquity, and

“ broughtin everlaſtingrighteoufnefs.” Dan.

ix. 24. “And being made perfećt, he be

“ came the author of eternal falvation unto

“ all them that obey (or hear) him.” Heb.

v. 9. From the above ſcriptures it appear

B 5 eth,
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- acceptance, or to make peace with him ;

–

eth, that to believe in, or Qn Chriſt’s Name,

implieth truſting, confiding or believing in,

relying or depending on his Righteoufneſs,

for falvation.

Man was originally made to live by his

own righteoufneſs. By the light of nature,

and of his own confcience he knoweth no

other way. There is alſo in every man a

very ſtrong natural bias or propenſity to be

faved thereby. But the truth is, “ There

“ is none righteous, no, not one.” “ For

“ all have finned, and come ſhort of the

“ glory of God.” Rom. iii. I o, 23. If

any one could fulfill the whole law of God,

he would live thereby. But alas ! “ the

“ carnal mind is enmityagainſt God ; for it is

“ not fubjećt to the law of God, neither in

“ deed can be. So then, they that are in

“the fleſh (under the law, working for life,

unregenerate and unbelieving) cannot pleaſe

“ God.” Rom. viii. 7, 8. “ Therefore

“ by the deeds of the law there fhall no

“ feſh (neither man nor woman) be jufti

“º fied.” Rom. iii. 2 O. - |

Whoever then thinketh, believeth or

hopeth, to be faved by any thing of his

own, lef3 or more : or, whoever thinketh

or believeth that any thing léfs or more is

requiſite to obtain the favour ofGod, to find

than what Jeſus Chriſt hath done and finiſh

- |- ed
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ed long ago, “ (When he made peace thro’

“ the blood of his crofs.” Col. i. 2o.)

neither believeth nor underſtandeth the gof

pel aright. For, the Import of the goſpel

of God, or the truth and teſtimony of God

concerning Jefus Chriſt, is, that God al

mighty is well pleafed, and fully fatisfied,

with the work of his beloved fon ; that

work, which the Father gave him to do ;

that work, which the fon faid, he had fi

nifhed ; and what he attefted with his lateft

breath. ( See John xvii. 4. & xìx, 2o. )

This work was to fulfill all righteoufnefs,

both the moral and ceremonial law ; to do

the whole will of God in every thing ; and

to be obedient even unto death, thereby to

make Atonement for fin by his own moſt

holy and precious blood. This work of

Chriſt, his moſt perfećt and divine righte

oufnefs ; his Obedience in all things, and

even unto death, (for the Father gave com

mandment to him to lay down his life ;

and therefore doth the Father love him :

fee John x. 17, 18.) is the whole and alone

cauſe of the falvation of finners." There

needeth no other requifite, neither lefs nor

more ; neither little nor great. This alone

is compleat and all-fufficient. And all of

all nations, and of all ranks and ftations of

men, and of all religions, that have been

faved from Adam’s fall to this time ; and

all,
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dience of Chriſt ; and in plain words, what

Chriſt did and fuffered on earth in the fleſh.

“ among men, whereby we muft be fav

- - - --

--------

-***=

all, that ever will be faved from this mo

ment to the end of the world ; have been

faved, and will be faved, for no other caufe

or reaſon, than this work of Jefus Chrift,

called the righteoufneſs of God: and the

blood and righteoufneſs of Chriſt : and by

many writers, the aćtive and paffive obe

Andwhoever hath any other ground of hope,

confidence, glorying or rejoicing ; or, who

ever believeth or hopeth to be faved by any

other name, or way, or means, than by

Jeſus Chriſt and this his work, is in unbe

lief, and on a falfe foundation. For, “ There

“ is none other name under heaven given

“ ed.” Aćt iv. 12. “ For other founda

“ tion can no man lay, than that is laid,

“ which is Jefus Chriſt.” I Cor. iii. I 1.

For, he alone is “ The way, the truth, and

“ the life : no man cometh unto the Fa

“ther but by him.” John xiv. 6.

The goſpel publiſheth, declareth, and

maketh known, a free and full falvation to

men of all nations, and of all forts, upon

believingit. Whoeverthen thinketh, believ

eth, or hopeth to be accepted with God, and

faved, for or by any of the things above

mentioned, when I fpoke of religious

faith : or, whoever thinketh and believeth,

that
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that any thing whatſoever muft be connećt

ed or joined with the work of Jeſus Chrift,

as if what he had done was not fufficient of

itſelf; either doth not believe the goſpel at

all, or doth not underſtand the Import of

the goſpel. Whoever thinketh and main

taineth, that any thing elfe is neceffary, ei

ther in point of Acceptance, or in point of

Dependence, - than believing God’s tefti

mony concerning Chriſt and his work, and

believing in Jeſus Chrift and his work : ei

ther never knew the grace of God in truth,

or he perverteth the goſpel, and is become

corrupt and unfound in the faith. -

People may think, and they may fay, that

they believe the goſpel ; and yet not un

derſtand the meaning of it. The Lord Je

fus maketh it a Charaćteriſtick of the good

ground hearers, or of true believers, that

they underſtand the word of the kingdom.

Many hear it ; fome in a fenfe believe it ;

but the real children of God alone, who

are born of God, underſtand it, keep it,

and bring forth fruit with patience. (See

Matt. xiii. 19 & 23. & Luke viii. 15.)

When Adam had finned, he had no

ground to hope for mercy, till God gave

intimation of a Saviour for finners. The

glorious Goſpel of the bleffed God is

the only fure ground of Hope for finners.

He that believeth the goſpel with un

der
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derſtanding, as the truth of God, hath good

ground to hope for eternal life. Būt he

that believethin, or truſteth in any thing

elfe, maketh lies his refuge ; and his hope

is the hope of the hypocrite, that will

periſh.

When the goſpel was firſt preached, the

infidel jews bitterly oppoſed it, maintaining

that the works of the law were fufficient for

falvation. Many judaifing chriftians allow

ed the neceſſity of faith in Chrift ; but

they alſo thought and taught, that it was

neceſſary to be circumciſed and to keep the

law, thinking thereby to mend the matter.

And indeed their doćtrine gave lefs offence ;

and appeared more reafonable, as it is alſo

more agreeable to the nature of man, to do

fomething towards his own falvation, than

to be faved abſolutely by grace. ’Tis com

mon enough to hear many, called chriftians,

now a-days maintain, Thatwe muft do what

we can, and Chriſt muft make up. Few

indeed, that make any pretence to chrifti

anity, will down right maintain in exprefs

words, that the work of Chriſt was no way

at all neceffary to procure the favour of God,

or contributed nothing towards the falva

tion of finners. Yet the generality feem to

lay very little ftrefs upon it : fome next to

none at all, if any at all : they lay the great

eft ftrefs upon fomething elfe. And even

- thofe, 
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thofe, who lay fome ſtreſs upon it, more

or lefs, connećt fomething elfe withit, where

on they alſo lay fome ítrefs, more or lefs.

So that they do not believe that God is well

and fully pleaſed with the work of Chrift,

as alone ſufficient for falvation without any

thing elfe at all ; but that God is placable,

or willing to come to terms with them ; up

on condition that they themfelves firſt per

form thoſe other things, which they think

requifite and neceffary, either in whole or

in part, as preliminaries to make peace with

God. So that moſt men, even in chriftendom,

are ſtill hoping to be faved more or lefs, ei

ther in whole or in part, by fome or other

of the things above-mentioned : and that,

as hath afore been fhewn, is their faith ; and

not the gofpel of God. All fuch doćtrine

the apoſtle Paul vehemently oppofeth ; and

maintaineth, that fuch, as are for being

faved by doing at all, are under obligation

to keep the whole law : and fuch as connećt

any thing at all with the work of Chrift, in

point of acceptance, or of juſtification, per

vert the goſpel, and fruftrate the grace of

God ; the free, full, abſolute, unconditional,

fovereign grace of God, given to finners in

Chriſt Jefus upon believing in him ; “ For

“the goſpel is the power of God unto fal

“ vation to every one that believeth.” Rom.

i. 16. This appears fufficiently plain f:
t
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St. Paul’s writings, particularly the epiſtles

to the Romans and Galatians.

If any ſhould objećt, and fay ; that the

Lord Jefus and the apoſtles connećted re

pentance with faith and remiffion of fins ; I

allow it. Repentance and faith are duties

required by the goſpel, becaufe God com

mandeth all men every where to repent, and

to believe the goſpel. (See Aćts xvii. go.

Mark i. I 5. Rom. xvi. 26.) It is man’s

duty to do whatever God commandeth.

epentance to life is the change made upon

the mind by the goſpel, when a man is turn

ed from darkneſs to light, and from the

power of Satan to God. His eyes being

opened, or his underſtanding being enlight

ened by the goſpel, he ceafes to work for

acceptance ; he turns, (contrary to his na

tural propenfity, which is to eſtabliſh and

live by his own righteoufnefs) to God, be

lieving that he is well pleaſed in his beloved

fon. He denieth himſelf, he renounceth

his felf-righteoufnefs, he is afhamed of it,

he believeth in Jefus Chrift and his divine

righteoufneſs. Then he can fay of his own

righteoufnefs, by which he had thought to

get to Heaven, that he counteth it lofs for

Chrift. , This repentance, as well as faith,

is the gift of God : Aćts v. 31. And they

are both given at the fame time. Thus

much
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much as to the goſpel, and what it im

porteth.

Secondly. I ſhall now in the next place,

endeavour to fet forth what the faith of the

goſpel is, and alſo what affurance of faith

meaneth. Now the faith, belief or believ

ing of the gófpel, is a perfuafion of mind ,

that the goſpel is true ; yea, the very truth

of God. It is the believing of God’s faith

ful teſtimony concerning his fon Jefus Chrift,

and upon God’s authority and at God’s

command believing in Jefus Chrift and his

righteoufnefs. The affurance of faith is a

firm, full, affured perfuaſion or convićtion

of mind of the truth of the goſpel. It is

believing without doubting, ſtaggering, or

wavering. It is being fully fatisfied in the

mind of the truth of the goſpel.

It hath been already afore faid, That to -

believe any thing is to be perfuaded or con

vinced in the mind, that that thing is true;

and that no one can rationally believe any

thing without fome proof or evidence for it.

And no wife man can believe a thing with

fatisfaćtion of mind, unleſs he knoweth and

underſtandeth the matter, and hath good

proof for it. If a perfon believeth the gof

pel upon the teſtimony of man, his faith

is human faith ; but if a perfon believeth

the goſpel upon the teſtimony of Gº", his

aith
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faith is divine faith. Some are weak, others

are ſtrong in the faith. But all, that be

lieve the goſpel unfeignedly, are equally

juftified, whether their faith be ftrong or

weak. “ All that believe are juſtified from

“ all things through Jeſus Chriſt.” Aćt xiii.

39. “ Him that is weak in the faith, re

“ ceive.” Rom. xiv. I.

Some modern divines have defined faith

to be a confidence that Chriſt loved me |

and gave himſelf for me. But this is not

a true definition of faith. This is not

the faith of the goſpel, tho’it hath paffed

current for it with many for a long time.

It hath been a prevailing, tho' not univer

fal opinion ; yet nevertheleſs it is a miftake.

It muft indeed be granted, that if a perfon

can fay, that Chriſt hath loved him and

given himſelf for him, upon as good ground

as the apoſtle Paul faid it of himſelf, that

he is a true believer. Yet it is prefumed,

that many believe the goſpel and wiil be

faved; who neither can in truth, nor dare

fay with the apoſtle, “ I am crucified with

“ Chriſt, neverthelefs I live, yet not I, but

“ Chriſt liveth in me : and the life which |

“ I now live in the fleſh, I live by the faith of |

“the fon of God, who loved me, and gave

“ himſelf for me.” Gal. ii. 2o. The apostle is

here fpeaking of his conformity to Chrift, of

his.living to Chrift, orobeyinghim out oflove;

and
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and of his living by Chrift, or by believing

i in him ; (not living barely by his own be

z lieving, but by what he believed of the fon

of God ; which prefuppofeth his believing

:: the gofpel :) and then he afferteth, what im

::: plieth the knowledge of his own perſonal

# intereft in Chriſt, that Chriſt loved him, and

lived and died for him. I hope by and by

: to make it clearly appear from fcripture,

a that no one hath the aflurance of his eter

nal falvation upon his firſt believing the

; goſpel ; or can have it, till his faith hath

i wrought fome time, more or leſs, by love.

It will be granted, that no one can be affured

that he ſhall be eternally faved, without any

; poſſibility of falling away, but by the feal

ing, witnefs or teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt.

But that no one is fealed by the Spirit upon

his firſt believing the goſpel, is proved by

: this fcripture: “ In whom ye alfo trufted af

ter that ye heard the word of truth, the gof

“ pel of your falvation : in whom alfo after

“ that ye believed, ye were fealed with the

“ holy fpirit of promife.” Eph. i. 13. - The

knowledge of a perſonal intereft in Chriſt

belongeth to the affurance of hope ; which

hath frequently been called faith of aſſurance.

But there is no fuch expreſſion in all the bible,

as faith of afurance. There is, “the full

: “ affurance of the underſtanding, to the ac

“ knowledgment of the myftery of God:
| Coloff.
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Colof. ii. 2. And, “ our goſpel came not

“ unto you in word only, but alſo in power,

“ and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much af.

“ furance.” I. Theff. i. 5. And, “ let us

“ draw near with a true heart, in full affu

“ rance of faith,” (which meaneth full affu

rance of the truth of the goſpel, what we be

lieve, and believe in.) Heb. x. 22. And there

is, “ The effećt of righteoufnefs, quietneß,

“ and affurance for ever.” Iſaiah xxxii. 17.

And, “ The full affurance of bope unto the

end.” Heb. vi. I 1. which meaneth an abfo

lute certainty ofbeing eternally faved for ever

without any poffibility of falling away. But

the above definition of faith, and faith of affu

rance, are unfcriptural. And the mầftake

hatharifen hence, that the faith of the goſpel,

and the hope of the goſpel, have been con

founded together, as if they both were but

one and the fame thing. But tho’faith, hope,

and charity, be nearly related; like three

twins, who are born at the fame time ; but in

order one after another : Yet nevertheleß

they are diſtinćt from one another. Faith is

neither hope nor charity. Hope is neither

charity nor faith. Charity is neither faith not

hope. He that hath the faith of the goſpel,

hath alſo the hope of the goſpel in fome mea.

fure, more or lefs ; and alfo charity. Yet as

there is a difference in degrees betwixt faith,

and full affurance of faith, or betwixt weak

- faith

|
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"faith and ftrong faith ; fo there is alſo a great

difference in degrees betwixt hope, and the

full afurance of hope. . A perfon may be

fully affured, throughly fatisfied in his mind,

that the goſpel is the truth of God; and he

*may have hope, a good hope, that he may

"be faved ; altho’ he hath neither confidence

nor full affurance, that he ſhall moſt certain

"ly be faved to all eternity. Confidence im

"plieth a pretty ſtrong hope, a good degree

ºthereof; altho’ ſhort of full afurance. In

: the above definition of faith, a good degree

of affurance of falvation, a confidence that

Chriſt loved me, is made the very effence of

"the faith of the goſpel. It fuppofeth that

a perfon muft be juſtified, and fealed by the

#fpirit, and know, and believe his perſonal

* intereft in Chrift, before he believeth the

* goſpel. According to this opinion, a perfon

muft firſt be fealed by the Holy Ghoſt, and

know that his fins are forgiven ; and then

afterwards he muft believe the goſpel, when

he is already juſtified before, and hath a good

degree of asturance of hope. This is direćt-.

ly contradićtory to the doćtrine of the holy

ſcriptures ; “ after that ye believed, ye were

“ fealed with the holy ſpirit of promife”.

For the Holy Ghoft, as the ſpirit of adoption,

| fealing the children of God, is promifed (and

therefore called the holy fpirit of promife)

to thoſe, being already believers, who abide

- 1.Il



( 46 )

in Chrift and obey him out of love. And the

abfurdity of the above opinion will furthe

appear, when it is confidered; that it mak

eth the hope of the goſpel to be the ground

of the faith of the goſpel : it maketh fait

to ſtand upon hope, contrary to the word.

of the Holy Ghoſt in my text; where hope

is made to ſtand upon faith. “Now faith is

“the ſubſtance ofthings hoped for.” Tho

faith, hope, and charity take place in the

foul at the fame time ; yet faith is firſt in

order; it is the foundation and fupport ci

hope. Therefore a man muſt believe the

goſpel, and fo have the faith of the goſpel,

before he hath the hope of the goſpel.

The Apoſtle Paul faith of believing Abra.

ham, that “ he was ſtrong in faith.” And

he explaineth what he meant thereby, add.

ing, “ being fully perfuaded.” Rom. iv.

19. 2o. Abraham’s ftrength of faith, or aſ

furance of faith, was a full perfuafion of

mind, that God would perform his promi:

to him. When the Lord Jefus once afked

his difciples what people faid of him, and

whom they thought he was ; Peter made :

confestion of his faith, faying, “ Thou ar:

“ Chrift the fon of the living God.” Matt

xvi. 16. &c. Whereupon his Lord pro|

nounced him bleffed, teſtifying that God hai

revealed that truth unto him. On another

occaſion, when the Lord Jefus had faid much

01 



( 47 )

#
:

|;

:

of himſelf, and of believing on him, calling

it eating his fleſh, and drinking his blood ;

and many were offended at his difcburfe, not

knowing who he was, nor underſtanding

what he meant; Peter declared both his faith

and the aflurance thereof, in thefe words,

** VWe believe and are fure, that thou art

“ Chriſt, the fon of the living God.” John

vi. 69. St. Luke ſpeaking of the affurance

of the faith or belief of the goſpel, amongſt

the firſt followers of Chriſt, expreffeth it in

theſe words, “ Thofe things which are moſt

“ furely believed amongſt us.” Luke i. 1.

Therefore the faith of the goſpel, preci

ous faith in the righteoufnefs of our God and

Saviour Jefus Chrift, is a belief ; and the

full affurance of it, is a ftrong belief, or a

full and firm perfuaſion of mind wrought by

the power and demonſtration of the Holy

Ghoſt, that the goſpel is the truth of God,

and that Jefus Chrift is the Lord, and the

Saviour of finners ; and that his divine

righteeufnefs, or his aćtive and paffive obe

dience, is the whole and fole caufe of falva

tion. Thus the believer credits the tefti

mony of God concerning Chriſt; and he

trufteth, confideth, or believeth in ; relieth

or dependeth on the righteoufneſs of God,

hopeth to befaved by. Thus muchas to what

the moſtperfećtrighteoufneſs of Jefus Chrift;

fo that it becometh his faith, or what he

the
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the faith of the goſpel is, and alſo what af

furance of faith meaneth.

Thirdly. I ſhall now proceed in the third

place to fet forth the neceflity of faith, or of

believing the goſpel. To believe the goſpel

is the commandment of the everlaſting God,

on which eternal life hangeth. The Father's

commandment is, “ Hear ye him.” And

St. John faith, “ This is his commandment,

“ that we ſhould believe on the name of his

fon Jefus Chrift. 1. John iii. 23. St. Paul

faith, “ The goſpel, the preaching of Jeſus

“ Chriſt, the revelation of the myſtery, ac

“ cording to the commandment of the ever

“ lafting God, is made known to all nations

“ for the obedience of faith, (or of believ

“ ingit.”) Rom. xvi. 25, 26. The Lord Jeſus

faith, “ I know that his commandment is

“ life everlaſting.” John xii. 5o. Therefore

he commanded his Apoſtles, faying, “ Go

“ ye into all the world, and preach the goſ.

“ pelto every creature. He that believeth and

“ is baptized, ſhall be faved; but he that be

“ lieveth not ſhall be damned.” Markxvi. 15.

16. The goſpelis the truth, the faithful word

of God, who cannot lye. God’s command

ment to believe the goſpel requireth perſons

to believe nothing but what is the truth.

The goſpel is the fame precious truth, whe

ther perſons believe it, or not. But the gof.

pel
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pel becometh no perſon’s faith before he be

lieveth it. The goſpel reporteth, or maketh

known, a truth of God to be obeyed. But

how can a truth be obeyed any other way

than by being believed ? The goſpel fetteth

forth God’s way of faving finners ; and the

only way, whereby a finner can be faved.

The goſpel publiſheth good news to finners.

To believe the goſpel is neceffary to receive

the joy, comfort and fatisfaćtion of this

good news. If a man heareth good news,

and doth not believe it ; he receiveth no

joy or pleaſure thereby, he is no better for

it : but if he believeth it, he hath the joy

of it.

The Lord Jefus faith of himfelf, that he

** is the bread of life. If any man eat of

“ this bread, he ſhall live for ever. And

“ except a man eat his fleſh and drink his

“ blood, he hath no life in him. But

““ whofo eateth his fleſh and drinketh his

** blood hath eternal life, and dwelleth in

*“ him. For his fleſh is meat indeed, and

“ his blood is drink indeed.” John vi. 27,

&c. By his fleſh and blood he meant his

active and pafive obedience, the work,

which he wrought on earth and finiſhed on

he croſs. By eating his fleſh and drinking

his blood, he meant believing on him, truft

ng and confiding in his obedience and blood,

and fo living thereby; the Father being well

C pleaſed
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pleaſed in him and in his work, his obe

dience unto death. For when the jews afk

ed him, what work they might do to

pleafe God : he anfwered, “ This is the

“ work ofGod, that ye believe on him whom

“ he hath fent;” that is, to work the work

wherewith he is pleaſed. It appeareth from

the jews reply, that they underſtood that he

fpoke to them of believing on him, on ac

count of fome work, which he was to work.

For they faid unto him, “What fign fhew.

“ eft thou then, that we may fee and be.

“ lieve thee ? What doft thou work ?”

But they did not know who he was ; no:

underſtand what he faid, nor what he was

to work: they did not believe that he was

the Lord Chrift come down from heaven to

give life to loft finners. Yet he told them

over and over again, that every one, tha:

believed on him, ſhould have everlafting

1ife.

To believe the goſpel, or to believe on

Jefus Chriſt, is as neceffary to falvation, as

eating and drinking is neceffary to preferve

the natural life. Yet it is not eating and

drinking, but food, meat and drink, what

we eat and drink, that feedeth and nouriſh

eth the body. But eating and drinking is

the way, whereby we receive food. A per

fon cannot have the benefit of meat and

drink, unlefs he eateth and drinketh it. This

|

illuſ
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illuſtrateth the neceſſity of believing. As

a man by eating and drinking receiveth the

food into his ſtomach, whereby he liveth

naturally : fo a man by believing the gof

pel receiveth Chrift and his righteoufneſs

into his heart, whereby he liveth ſpiritually :

thus he feedeth on Chrift in his heart, or

inner man, by faith, or by believing on him.

“ He that eateth me, faid Jefus, even he

“ fhall live by me.” John vi. 57. It is

not believing the goſpel that faveth finners ;

but the Lord Jefus Chrift, by what he hath

done and fuffered, faveth themi : there is

no other Saviour. Now this truth is report

ed by the goſpel to be believed. But no

one can have the benefit of it, without be

lieving it. If a man fhould be at the moſt

plentiful table, and eat nothing ; what is

he benefited thereby ? He only enjoyeth

what he himſelf eateth and drinketh. Even

fo, he only receiveth benefit by the goſpel,

- who believeth it : he only liveth by Chriſt,

who believeth on him. Yet none are juſti

fied or faved for believing : (or for aćting

faith, or for putting forth aćts of faith of

any kind, or for any efforts or endeavours

to believe, or for the truth or fincerity

of faith, as many writers have exprested

themfelves :) But all, that ever have been

faved ; and all, that ever íhall be faved ;

have been faved, and will be faved through

- C 2 J e
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Jefus Chrift and what he hath done and fuf.

fered. The aćtive and paffive obedience of

Chrift is the whole and alone cauſe of fal

vation. Sinners are pardoned on account

of the atonement made by the blood of

Chriſt. They are redeemed from the curſe

of the law, from the wrath, or vindićtive

juſtice of almighty God, and from eternal

damnation the puniſhment due to their fin,

by the blood of Chriſt; and in this reſpect

they are juſtified only by his blood : but

they are conſtituted or made righteous, by

his obedience ; whereby they are entitled

to eternal life. And the whole righteouf

nefs of Chriſt, both his aćtive and pafive

obedience, is given or imputed to them

upon believing, or when they believe the

goſpel.

What hath been faid of the neceffity of

faith will hold equally true for the neceſity

of repentance. A man muft repent, and

believe the goſpel, otherwife he cannot be

fayed. So long as a man thinketh, believ

eth and hopeth to be faved by his own

righteoufnefs ; fo long as he is working for

life, endeavouring to eſtabliſh his own righte

oufnefs and to live thereby ; he can receive

no benefit from Chrift. He muft repent,

change his mind, ceafe from his own works

for acceptance with God, he muft turn from

his felf-righteoufnefs, and believe in Chrift,

be
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before he is juſtified ; “ for by the works of

“ the law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified.” Gal.

ii. 16. And “ as many as are of the works

“ of the law, are under the curfe.” Gal.

iii. Io. Thus much as to the neceflity of

faith and repentance.

Fourthly. I ſhall now endeavour to fet

forth, how men obtain the faith of the gof.

pel. And indeed God, who of his fovereign

free grace gave Chrift to redeem finners,

of the fame grace giveth to each of them,

whom he faveth, to believe on him. “ Un

“ to you is it given in the behalf of Chriſt

“ to believe on him.” Phil. i. 29. “For

“ by grace are ye faved, thro’ faith ; and

“ that not of yourſelves : it is the gift of .

“ God : not of works, left any man fhould

“ boaft.” Eph. ii. 8, 9. Man was originally

made to live by his own righteoufnefs ; and

by nature he knoweth no other way. He

hath fome knowledge of God, as a juſt

God ; fo that he thinketh, if I am good,

God will love me ; but if I am wicked, he

will hate and deſtroy me. But the know

ledge of God as a Saviour cometh by reve

lation. Had there been no fin, there would

have been no occaſion for mercy. Sin,

which is the caufe and origin of all evil,

gave occafion to manifeſt the mercy of God.

There is no enquiry of equal importance to

C 3 Ina!),
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man, as to know, how to obtain God’s fa

vour and be faved. Yet the light of na

ture cannot furniſh the anfwer. Man by

nature cannot but think of doing fomething,

or fuffering fomething; or that fome change

or alteration muft be made in him, to dif

ference him from others, in order to obtain

mercy. But if a man hath got a good con

ceit of himſelf, (and who hateth himſelf ?

for nothing is nearer and dearer to any of

us naturally than one’s own dear felf :) and

can believe, that he is good and righteous ;

then he hopeth that God will fave him.

But to think and heartily believe, that the

righteous and holy God can and will juſtify

and fave wicked, ungodly and hell-deferv

ing finners, as fuch, without theirdoingfome

thing firft, or being fome way fitted, qua

lified, changed or prepared to entitle them

to it, is above the power of nature. It

goeth againſt the common fenfe and natural

underſtanding of man. Hence it cometh,

that all perfons are for being faved by do

ing fomething ; and all without exception

are inclined to eſtabliſh their own righte

oufnefs, or to be faved by their own works,

or goodnefs, or fomething of their own, ei

ther doing or fuffering. But the goſpel

publiſheth, declareth or maketh known a

free, full, and compleat falvation to finners,

as fuch, upon believing it, without requir

------------- ----- -----------
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ing any fitnefs, meetnefs, preparation, or

qualification to deferve it. “ Be it known

** unto you, men and brethren, that thro’

** this man (Jefus Chrift) is preached unto

“ you the forgiveneſs of fins ; and by him

** all that believe arejuſtifiedfrom all things.”

Aćts xiii. 38, 39. And “ to him that

*“ worketh not, but believeth on him that

“juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is count

“ed for righteoufnefs.” Rom. iv. 5. “ Ho!

“every one that thirfteth, come ye to the

“ waters, and he that hath no money ; come

“ ye, buy and eat ; yea, come, buy wine

“ and milk without money, and without

“ price.” Ifa, lv. 1. For Jefus Chriſt re

** ceiveth finners, and eateth with them.”

Luke xv. 2. Now to believe this, fo as

to be comforted and live thereby, is above

the power of nature, till it be revealed.

When Simon Peter made a confeffion of

his faith, the Lord Jefus told him, that

fleſh and blood had not revealed it unto

him, but God Almighty. And he told the

jews in his difcourfe, John vi; when he

talked to them of believing on him, call

ing it, eating his fleſh and drinking his

blood ; that no man could come to him,

or believe on him, unleſs it was given to

him of God. “ No man can come unto

“ me, except the Father draw him.” And

he explaineth whathe meant by the Father’s
C 4 draw
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drawing, “It is written in the prophets,

“ And they ſhall be all taught of God.” John

vi. 44, 45. Iſaiah faith, “And all thy chil

“ dren ſhall be taught of the Lord. If.

xlv. I 3. And Jeremiah faith, “And they ſhall

“ teach no more every man his neighbour,

“ and every man his brother, faying, Know

“the Lord : for they ſhall all know me, from

“the leaft of thern unto the greateſt ofthem,

“ faith the Lord.” Jer. xxxi. 34. One

man may teach another any natural thing,

which he himſelf underſtandeth, and the o

ther hath a capacity to learn. One man may

teach another latin, greek, or hebrew, arts

and fciences, trade orbufineſs : One man may

teach another to make a confestion of

faith ; as children are taught to fay a cate

chifm. But no man in all the world cari

teach another to know the Lord, the juft

God and the Saviour. For “ no man can fay

“ that Jefus is the Lord, but by the Holy

“ Ghoft.” I Cor. xii. 3. The faith of the

goſpel doth not ſtand on the teaching or

wiſdom of man, but in the power of the

Holy Ghoſt. “ For our goſpel came not

“unto you in word only, but alſo in power,

“ and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much af

“ furance.” I Theff. 1. g. The Holy

Ghoft, the Spirit of truth, the Spirit of faith,

he teacheth, he perfuadeth finners to be

lieve the goſpel. And how he effectuateth

- if»
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it, the apoſtle Paul fetteth forth in thefe

words, “God who commanded the light to

*“ fhine out of darknefs, hath fhined in our

“ hearts, to give the light of the knowledge

“ of the glory of God, in the face (or per

“ fon) of Jefus Chrift.” 2 Cor. iv. 6. The

Holy Ghoſt revealeth Jefus Chrift, he mak

eth known his name, the juft God and the

Saviour, the Lord our righteoufnefs. He

giveth to finners to feel and experience in

their hearts the divine complacence, the

good pleaſure of God in Jefus Chrift and

in his confummate righteoufnefs. The fin

ners now believing on Jefus Chriſt, and

trufting and confiding in his precious blood

and perfećt obedience, as fufficient for fal

vation, have the peace of Godin their con

fciences, divine joy in their hearts, and find

reft unto their fouls. They now believe

the goſpel and receive it, “ not as the word

“ of men ; but (as it is in truth) the word

“ of God, which effećtually worketh in

“them that believe.” I Theff. ii. 13. The

Holy Ghoſt demonſtrateth the truth of the

goſpel, not in fuch a way as a philoſopher

proveth a propofition by a chain of argu

ments, but by light and power he maketh

manifeſt the truth thereof: fo that a con

demned finner can conceive and believe

(what is above the power of nature to do)

that the righteous and holy God can juſtify
C 5 the
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the ungodly confiftently with his own divine

attributes. To illuftrate this teaching or

demonſtration of the Holy Ghoſt by what

a natural man may comprehend. Suppof

ing a man fhould be born blind and con

tinue fo for forty years ; fuppofing he had

extraordinary natural parts and the very beft

education he was capable of, and thathe heard

much difcourſe about light and its beauties

and properties, and the difference of , co

lours ; he might indeed, and he would, form

to himſelf fome fort of conceptions about

thofe things : but having nojuft ideas there

of, his conceptions would be as wide from

the truth, as his were, who thought that

fcarlet colour was like the found of a

trumpet. But if it ſhould pleafe God to

give fight to fuch a blind man, then at once

to his great furprize he would know and

underſtand the beauties of light and the

difference of colours, tho’ he might not

know by what names to diftinguiſh and call

them. Then alfo he would foon fee and

perceive, what ſtrange and falfe conceptions .

he formerly , had about thoſe things.

What a man feeth with his own eyes, and

what he heareth with his own ears, he be

lieveth. His feeing and hearing is his evi

dence, and proof fufficient to himſelf. And

thus the teaching and demonftration, the

light and power of the Holy Ghoſt is to a

- trUIC
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true believer the evidence of things not

feen. The written word of God, the hoły

fcripture, is alſo another evidence to him ;

and his ear is now opened to hear it, and

his underſtanding is enlightened to compre

hend it. He knoweth now and believeth

that Jefus is the Chrift, the beloved Son,

in whom the Father is well pleaſed, a fuf

ficient Saviour for a loft and condemned fin

ner. He knoweth now that Jefus Chrift is

the image, the glory of the invifible Jeho

vah, God manifeſted in the fleſh, the true

God and eternal life. This is the know

ledge of the Lord that giveth the effence to

the precious faith of the everlafting goſpel.

As eyes are the caufe of feeing ; as éārs are

the caufe of hearing ; fo the knowledge of

Chrift is the caufe of believing the goſpel.

The effence therefore of the faith of God’s

elećt is the excellent knowledge of Jefus

Chriſt: and this knowledge of the only true

God, which is eternal life, cometh by di

vine revelation, by the teaching and de

monftration of the Holy Ghoft; who mak

eth finners, whom he quickeneth or rege

nerateth, altho' dead in trefpaffes and fins,

to hear the voice of God, and to know and

underſtand and believe the faithful word of

the goſpel of God. The Lord Jefus told

his apoſtles, that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould

teſtify of him; and that they alſo ſhould
- bear
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bear witneſs. “ When the Comforter is

“ come, whom I will fend unto you from

“the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which

“ proceedeth from the Father, he ſhall teſti

“ fy of me. And ye alfofhall bear witnefs,

“ becaufe ye have been with me from the

“ beginning.” John xv. 26, 27. The

Holy Ghoſt will teſtify of Chrift to the end

of the world ; fo alſo will the apoſtles by

their writings. The faith of the goſpel

ftandeth upon a two-fold evidence, the wit

- nefs or teſtimony of the Holy Ghoft, and

the witnefs or teſtimony of the apoſtles in

their writings, the written word of the holy

fcriptures. And thus “ Faith cometh by

“ hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

Rom. x. 17. So that the word of God

witnefied by the Spirit ofGod is the ground

of faith in man ; or the teſtimony and au

thority, upon which man believeth the gof

pel. And thoſe who have the faith of the

goſpel, have not obtained it by their own

labour, pains, efforts or endeavours, or by

any aćts exerted by their own minds; but

it hath been freely given to them from a

bove by him, who of his own will begett

eth his people with the word of truth. James

i. 17, 18. So that it is as eaſy to believe

the goſpel, when Chrift is revealed to any

perfon; as it is to fee, or hear, when a man

hath eyes and ears. Without evidence a

- man



( 61 )

man cannot rationally believe any thing:

but when he knoweth and underſtandeth a

matter, and hath full, clear and fatisfaćtory

proof or evidence for it, he cannot but be

lieve it. Muft not a man believe what he

feeth with his own eyes, and heareth with

his own ears ? And “If we receive the wit

“ nefs (or teſtimony) of men, the witnefs

“ (or teſtimony) of God is greater. For

“this is the witnefs (or teſtimony) of God,

“ which he hath teftified of his Son. He that

“ believeth on the fon ofGod, hath the witnefs

“ (or teſtimony) in himſelf.” I John v. 9, 1o.

It may be noticed that I have faid nothing

of a law-work, which fome writers fay is

preparatory to the goſpel. Neither have I

fpoken of convićtion of fin ; which fome

writers infift fo much upon, as abſolutely

neceffary to fit and prepare fouls for coming

to Chriſt ; laying down fo many fteps, and

giving fo many marks thereof, whether it

be of the right kind : in order, that perſons

may try and examine thereby, whether their

converfion be genuine or not. Í fhall here de

liver my opinion on theſe two points.

It is the duty of all men to keep the ho

ly law of God. The obligation of the

moral law is eternal. The goſpel in no

wife maketh void this law, but eſtabliſheth

it. It hath been a fatal miftake to fome,

who have thought that believers were under
IlO
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no obligation to the moral law. Hence

they have been led to think, that God feeth

no fin in his own people ; or at leaft, that

fin was lefs difpleafing to God in his own

people, than in others. , This indeed is

ftrange doćtrine. Is not Godeffentially ho

ly ? Is He not at all times utterly averſe

to all fin ? Is He not of purer eyes than

to behold iniquity ? Is it not the duty of

every creature to obey him, who is fovereign

Lord of All ? If perſons can bring them

felves to think and believe, that there is no

law, no duty ; and that God maketh no

account of fin, as if it was a mere trifle in

his fight ; it will be no wonder, if they

foon turn Ranters, and run into all manner

ofwickednefs. This is rank Antinomianifm,

and Libertinifm. It is poifon to the foul.

And when perfons begin to think and fay,

that they need not, or do not like, to do a

thing, becaufe God hath commanded it ;

unleſs they feel a willingnefs in themfelves ·

at that time to do it ; it betrays, that there

is a root of this bitternefs fpringing up in

their hearts. It manifeſteth, that they make

their own will the motive of their obedience,

inftead of the revealed will of God. So

they give way to felf-indulgence, when the

fhould praćtice felf-denial ; and the end of

it will be trouble and forrow.

I conceive that every tranfgreffion of the

- ho
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holy law of God deferveth damnation in

believers, as well as in others : and that

all believers are under obligation to Chrift,

to obferve the moral law. I alſo conceive,

that all convićtion offin (unbelief excepted)

is by the law : “ For by the law is the

“ knowledge of fin.” Rom. iii. 1o. And

St. Paul faith of himſelf, “ I had not known

“ fin, but by the law.” Rom. vii. 7. I

conceive alfo, that all, whom God faveth,

are convinced, that they are finners. Jefus

Chrift came into the world to fave finners.

And he faith, “ They that are whole need

“ not a phyfician: but they that are fick.”

And, “ I came not to call the righteous,

(for there are none fuch in their natural

ftate, tho’ fome may fancy themfelves fuch ;)

“ but finners to repentance.” Luke v. 31.

32. And again he faith, “When he (the

“ Holy Ghoſt) is come, he will reprove

“ (or convince) the worldof fin, and of right

“ eoufnefs, and ofjudgment.” John xvi. 8.

It may be matter of faćt, that many per

fons, whom God faveth afterwards in the

end, may go under the law for years, and

work hard to eſtabliſh their own righteouf.

nefs, before they are converted and brought

into the new covenant, as was the cafe of

the apoſtle Paul. Yet they are not thereby

qualified or made meet to receive grace, or

intitled to it. Their own worth, or wor
:»

1S
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is not in any wife the cauſe of the grace

afterwards given to them. For, “It is

“ not of him that willeth, nor of him that

“ runneth ; but of God that fheweth mer

“cy.” Rom. ix. 16. , Grace is fovereign

and free, and only given in Jefus Chriſt."

Pofitive, and peremptory, and awful indeed,

is the declaration of almighty God to Mofes;

( “ That no fleſh ſhould glory in his pre

“ fence.” - 1 Cor. i. 29.), “ I will be gra

“ cious to whom I will be gracious, and

“ will fhew mercy on whom I will fhew

“ mercy.” Ex.xxxiii.'19. See alfo Rom.ix. 15.

It is man’s duty to keep the law upon

ain ofeternal damnation. And if he could,

and aćtually did, keep the law ; he would

live thereby. Man’s fin deferveth damna

tion ; but his own works, which are his

bounden duty to do, do not deferve the

grace of God given in Jefus Chrift. And

if any finful man thinketh, believeth, and

hopeth to be faved by his own works, he

is thereby carried further from Chriſt. The

more felf-righteous any one is; fo much

the more is his heart fhut up againſt Chrift.

For felf-righteoufneſs is the root and ſtrength

of unbelief. A man that is working to

eſtabliſh his own righteoufnefs (and it is na

tural for every man fo to do) may be of

ten convinced that he falleth fhort of his

duty; and he may be dejećted and caft down

upon
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upon that account: he may be pained and

diſtreffed : but by and by he hopeth that

he ſhall do better. Therefore he girdeth

himſelf again ; and again he is broken. (Ifa.

viii. 9. & ix. 1 o.) And fo he may work on,

and be convinced an hundred times over,

that he falleth ſhort ; and he may be diſtreff

ed, yea, much diſtreffed for it. This is law

work ; and fuch are legal convićtions. But

all this doth not intitle any one to mercy.

And whatever diſtrefs, or plague, or mifery,

or exercife of foul any one may thus under

go ; yet he doth not for all that deferve

God’s grace. I prefume it will be granted,

that one that hath been tormented a thou

fand years in hell-fire, hath fuffered more

pain, and plague, and mifery, and diſtrefs,

and anguiſh of foul, than any one on earth

ever endured under convićtions. But doth ·

that fit, prepare, qualify, or entitle to mer

cy, or deferve God’s grace ? If it did, thofe

in hell are furely beft prepared and moſt

deſerving of God’s grace. But who be

lieveth fo? Some writers and preachers make

too much of convićtions, and fpeak of

them in fuch a manner, as to teach people

to lay ftrefs upon them ; and in part, not

only to make a foundation of them ; but

alſo to live by them. This is legal doćtrine,

and derogatory to the fovereign grace of

God, the grace freely given to worthlefs and
hell
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hell-deferving finners in Jeſus Chrift, and

for his works fake only.

There are but two Covenants, the Law,

and the Goſpel ; commonly called the

Covenant of Works, and the Covenant

of Grace : but in fcripture, , “ The

“ law of works, and the law of faith ;”

“ The Law and Grace ;” “ The Law, and

“the Promife.” (See Rom. iii. 27. Rom.

vi. 15. Gal. iii. 18.) All men by nature

are under the law of works. This law re

quireth perfećt obedience, denounceth curfe

and death upon every tranfgreffor thereof,

- and fheweth no mercy... “ The man that

“ doth them, ſhall live in them.” Gal. iii.

12. “ The foul that finneth, it fhall die.”

Ezek. xviii. 4. . “ And curfed is every one,

“ that continueth not in all things which are

“ written in the book of the law to do them.”

Gal. iii. 9. This is the tenor of the law.

Who can ftand a trial by this holy, ftrićt

and dreadful law ? A law, which indeed pro

mifeth life to the doer thereof; but fheweth

no mercy to the tranſgreffor thereof. “ B

“this law muft every mouth be ftopped,

“ and all the world become guilty before

“ God.” Rom. iii. 19. -

But the goſpel, the glorious goſpel of the . I

bleffed God, the new covenant in Chriſt’s

blood, the bond of peace betwixt God and

finners, publiſheth glad tidings of good; it

pro

|
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proclaimeth peace on earth and good will

towards men ; , grace, free grace, faving

grace to loft finners. It declareth a free

and full falvation to finners of all forts as

fuch upon believing it. And tho' the gof

pel be delivered under the notion of a law,

and is called the law of faith ; Rom. iii. 27.

it being the commandment of the everlaſting

God to men to believe it : yet the gofpel, the

new covenant in Chriſt’s blood, ftandeth up

on free, fovereign, abſolute and uncondi

tional promifes ; as appeareth from the fol

lowing paffages of holy fcripture. “ Be

“ hold, the days come, faith the Lord, that

“ I will make a new covenant with the houfe

“ of Iſrael, and with the houſe of Judah :

“ not according to the covenant that I made

“ with their fathers in the day that I took

“ them by the hand, to bring them out of

“the land of Egypt (which my covenant they

“ brake, although I was an hufband unto

** them, faith the Lord :) but this fhall be

# “ the covenant that I will make with the

‘ “ houſe of Iſrael, after thofe days, faith the

“ Lord, I will put my law in their inward

“ parts, and write it in their hearts ; and

“ will be their God, and they fhall be my

“ people : and they ſhall teach no more e

“ very man his neighbour, and every man

“ his brother, faying, Know the Lord : for

“ they ſhall all know me, from the leaft of

“ them

|- |-

|
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“them unto the greateſt of them, faith the

“ Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity, and

“ I will remember their fin no more.” Jer.

xxxi. 31, &c. “ And I will make an ever

“ lafting covenant with them, that I will

“ not turn away from them, to do them

“ good ; but I will put my fear in their

“ hearts, that they ſhall not depart from

“ me. And I will give them one heart, and

“ one way, that they may fear me for ever,

Jer. xxxii. 39, 4o. “ Then will I fprin

“kle clean water upon you, and ye ſhall

“ be clean : from all your filthinefs, and

“ from all your idols will I cleanfe you. A

“ new heart alſo will I give you, and a new

“ ſpirit will I put within you, and I will

“ take away the ftony heart out of your

“ fleſh, and I will give youan heart of fleſh.

: And I will put my Spirit within you, and

“ cauſe you to walk in my ftatutes, and ye

“ fhall keep my judgments, and do them.

“ Then ſhall ye remember your own evil

“ ways, and your doings that were not

“ good, and ſhall lothe yourſelves in your

“ own fight, for your iniquities and for

“ your abominations. Not for your fakes

“ do I this, faith the Lord God, be it

“ known unto you : be afhamed and con

“ founded for your own ways, O houfe

“ of Iſrael.” Ezek. xxxvi. 25, &c. By

the clean water and cleanfing is meant, as
- I con

|
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I conceive, what St. Paul calleth the waſh

ing of Regeneration ; and by the new heart

and new ſpirit and the heart of fleſh, is meant,

what he calleth the renewing of the Holy

Ghoſt, creating the foul anew unto good

works, writing the law within, fanćtifying,

and making it willing to obey out of love.

The ſhame and felf-lothing is the effećt of

goſpeh repentance unto life, when a finner

in God’s light feeth how it is with him :

his felf-righteoufnefs becometh an abomi

nation to him. And obferve well ; God a

lone doth the whole work himfelf, not for

their fakes ; neither for their worth, nor

works. See alfo Heb. viii. 8. & x. I 6.

I 7, &c.

Now that I may with yet more precifion fet

forth, how men obtain the faith of the gof

pel; I ſhall endeavour to fhew, how God

bringeth them from under the law or cove

nant of works into the everlafting covenant,

or into grace. All men are either under

the law, or under grace. “ He that be

“ lieveth not, is condemned already,” (John

iii. 18.) as a tranfgreffor of the law, be

ing under it as a law or covenant of works.

“He that believeth the goſpel, hath ever

“ lafting life, and ſhall not come into con

“ demnation ; but is paffed from death un

“ to life,” being under the new covenant.

( John v. 24. ) There is no medium be

tWCCI)
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tween death and life. Every one is either

a dead man in law, being under fentence of

condemnation by the law : or he is paffed

from death unto life, having obtained grace.

To effećtuate this momentous matter is the

work of Omnipotence ; and what the law

of works cannot do. The law cannot give

life ; “ For if there had been a law given,

“ which could have given life, verily righte-

“ oufneſs ſhould have been by the law.”

Gal. iii. 2 I. The law is the miniſtration of

condemnation and of death. The goſpel

is the miniſtration of the ſpirit and of righte

oufnefs, of peace and life. (See 2 Cor. iii.

6, &c.) This therefore is a work of God’s

fovereign and faving grace : “ But grace

“ and truth came by Jefus Chriſt.” John

i. 17. When God faveth a finner, it is by

the living agency of the Holy Ghoft, the

Lord and giver of Life. “It is the Spirit

“ that quickeneth, the fleſh profiteth no

“thing.” John vi., 63. No man can ap

prehend Chriſt, till he is firſt apprehended

by Chriſt. No man can come to Chrift,

till the Spirit of Chriſt comes to him, and

draws him. No man can receive Chrift, or

believe on him, till it be given unto him.

John vi. 44, 65. All therefore, who are

brought into the new covenant in Chriſt’s

blood, are apprehended by the holy Spirit,

being dead in trefpaffes and fins, lying in

their
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their blood under the law. “ You hath he

“ quickened, who were dead in trefpaffes

“ and fins. (See Eph. ii. and read the firſt

ten verfes. Read alſo Ezekiel xvi. from -

6th to 15th verſe.)

How far or how much the holy Spirit

may blefs, or affift devout people working

under the law, by awakening their con

fciences, enlightening their underſtandings,

giving them to tafte the good word of God,

making impreſſions upon them, or filling

them with joy, is not my point at preſent.

However, a man may be called and much

affećted by preaching, who is not called of

God. Yea, a man may be enlightened,

who will not be faved. “Many are called,

“ but few are chofen.” Matt. xxii. 14.

Many are almoſt chriftians, that are not al

together fuch. Many partake of the gifts

of the Holy Ghoft, in whom he doth not

dwell and abide for ever. John xiv. 16, 17.

Heb. vi. 4, 6. The union between Chrift

and his body the church is made and main

tained by the Holy Ghoft. “ For by one

“ Spirit are they all baptized into one body,

“ whether they be jews or gentiles, bond

“ or free ; and are all made to drink into

“ one Spirit.” I Cor. xii. 13. Chrift is in

his people and they are in him by his Spi

rit. “ Now if any man hath not the Spi

*“ rit of Chrift, he is none of his.” Rom.

V111.
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viii. 9. The Spirit, who dwelleth in Chriſt

without meaſure, is communicated from

Chrift to every member of his body the

church. Hereby they become living mem

bers of Jefus Chrift, fleſh of his fleſh, and

bone of his bones : Eph. v. go. Thefe are

the generation of the Lord: theſe are Chriſt’s

feed, who will ferve him : thefe will declare

his righteoufnefs. Pfal. xxii. 3o, 3 I. “ Thefe

“ receive Chrift and believe on his name,

“ which were born, not of blood, nor of

** the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of

“ man, but of God.” John i. 12, 13. And

“ except a man be born again (or from a

“ bove) he cannot fee the kingdom of God.

“ Except a man be born of water, and of

“the fpirit, he cannot enter into the king

“ dom of God.” Ye muſt be born again

(or from above ;) faid the Lord Jefus moſt

folemnly. John iii. 3, 5, 7.

Now the work of regeneration, this great

and wonderful work of God, is abſolutely

and intirely the work of the Holy Ghoſt by

the word of truth. This is the work of

God, whereby a dead and condemned fin

ner is quickened, or made alive to God.

“ His eyes are opened; he is turned from

“ darknefs to light, and from the power of

“ Satan unto God, that he may receive for

“ giveneſs of fins, and inheritance amon

“ them which are fanćtified by faith that is

«. in
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“. God that ſheweth mercy.

“ in Jefus Chriſt.” Aćts xxvi. 18. “ He is

“ delivered from the power of darknefs (of

“ fin and fatan) and is tranſlated into the

“ kingdom (the holy church) of God’s dear

“ Son : in whom he hath redemption through

“ his blood, even the forgivenefs of fins ;

“ and is made meet to be a partaker of the

“ inheritance of the faints in light.” Col. i.

12, 13, 14. This work, called regeneration,

the new birth ; God’s calling, quickening,

begetting, apprehending ; converſion, the

waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of

the Holy Ghoft, being born again or from

above, born of water and the ſpirit, born

of the Spirit, born of God, the new crea

tion, cometh not by the will of man, but

by the will of God. “It is not of him that

“ willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of

” Rom. ix. I 6.

It cometh not with obſervation, but in a

way and manner, and at a time unexpećted,

according to the purpoſe of the moſt High,

“ who worketh all things after the counfel

“ of his own will.” Eph. i. I 1.- The

firſt effećt of this gracious and faving work

is, that the perfon, in whom it is wrought,

heareth the voice of God, not in words, but

in ſpiritandin power, which effećtin fcripture

words is thus exprefied. “Awake thou

“ that steepeſt, and arife from the dead, and

“ Chriſt ſhall give thee light.” Eph. v. 14.

D - And
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And this is done at once ; and may be il-

luftrated by our Lord’s raifing Lazarus from

the dead. Jefus cried with a loud voice,

· Lazarus, come forth. At his word, La

zarus, altho' dead, and buried, and bound

hand and foot and face, came forth. So

God quickeneth fouls fpiritually dead. The

man is aftoniſhed, perhaps trembleth, not

knowing how he is, or what is the matter

with him. But in God’s light he feeth light.

He feeth the ſpirituality ofGod’s holy law, and

now believeth the truth of it, “ The foul

“ that finneth ſhall die.” But he feeth and

feeleth himſelf a miferable guilty finner.

Therefore he ſtandeth felf-condemned and

confounded. His mouth is ftopped ; he

pleadeth guilty before God; he is con

ſcious that in ſtrićt juſtice he deferveth to

be damned. The language of his heart is,

God be merciful to me a finner ! O wretch

ed man that I am, who ſhall deliver me

from the body of this death ? What muft

I do to be faved ? He is now humbled in

the duft, broken in heart, and at once ef

fećtually cut off from all confidence in the

fleſh, from all trufting in his own righte

oufneſs, works or worth, or any thing of

his own. “ Now God layeth judgment to

“ the line, and righteoufneſs to the plum

- “ met, and the hail fweeps away the refuge

“ of lies, and the waters overflow the hid

· “ ing
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“ ing place :” as Iſaiah expreffes it, Chap.

xxviii. 17. “ Now the Lord pleadeth with

“ him by fire, and by his fword,” (by his

Spirit and by his word) If lxvi. 16. The

man is now pricked to the heart and wound

ed in ſpirit ; “ But a wounded ſpirit who

“ can bear ?” Prov. xviii. 14. * In

this fituation no one could endure long ;

the foul would faint. But God faith, “ I will

“ not contend forever, neitherwill I be always

“ wroth : for (then) the ſpirit ſhould fail be

“ fore me, and the fouls which I have made.

“ I will heal him ; I will lead him alfo, and

“ reſtore comforts unto him, and to his

“ mourners.” If lvii. 16, 18. And again,

“ as foon as Zion travailed, ſhe brought forth

“ her children. Shall I bring to the birth,

“ and not cauſe to bring forth ? faith the

“Lord.” If lxvi. 8, 9. Therefore according

to the above promife and declaration of the

moſt High, the next and immediate effećt

of the waſhing of regeneration is, that

C

lD 2 Chrift

* This I conceive is the preparation of the heart in man,

which is, “ Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit,

“ faith the Lord of hoſts.” Zec. iv. 6. For, “ no man

“ hath quickened his own foul.” Pfalm xxii. 3o. Eph.

ii. 1. This perhaps may be what many writers have

called a law-work. But it is not the effećt of the law of

works, but of the law of the ſpirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus :

See Rom. viii. 2, 3. Whereby thro' the law man be

comes dead to the law, that he may live unto God. Gal.

11. I 9.
-
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Chriſt is revealed or made known in the

goſpel by the Holy Ghoſt. Upon the know

Îedge of Chriſt the man repenteth and be

lieveth the goſpel, and is converted and

created a-new, or becometh a new creature.

Now the new heart and the new fpirit, the

renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, take place ;

and the holy law of God, the moral law,

is written in the heart. Upon believing in

Chrift the man becometh happy ; now he

cometh to Chriſt and receiveth him heartily:

and the hope of eternal life ſpringeth up

within him ; and he alſo hath charity : he

feeleth love to Jefus Chriſt, (Oh Chriſt is

precious to him ! ) love to the people of

Chrift, affećtionate love to them ; and alſo

love of good will to all men. This mani

feſteth that the law is written in his heart;

for love to God and love to man is the ful

filling of the law. Upon believing in Chriſt

the man is juſtified ; a heart-felt fenfe of

reconciliation with God is experienced, the

guilty conſcience is relieved, the peace of

God taketh place therein ; * and the man

findeth reft unto his foul in the Lord Jefus.

So that at once, as foon as he is taught of

God to know the Lord, he repenteth and

be

* This I conceive is what feveral writers have meant,

by what they have called an application of Christ, and

n appropration,
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believeth Èhe goſpel ; he is convinced of fin

(of unbelief,) and of righteoufnefs, and of

judgment : he hath faith, hope and charity:

the law is written in his heart : his fins are

forgiven. He is made willing (being thus

delivered out of the hands of his enemies

by God’s almighty power ) “ To ferve the

“ Lord without fear, in righteoufnefs and

“ holinefs before him all the days of his life.”

Luke i. 74, 75. For he is fanćtified. And

all thefe great things are wrought in the foul- - - &D

at the fame time ; but in order, the know

ledge of Chrift is before faith, and faith is

before juſtification and hope.

Now it cannot be faid of any one of the

above particulars, that it is regeneration, or

the new birth : but the whole is the blefied

fruit oreffećt ofwhat St. Paulcalleth, “ The

“ waſhing of water by the word;” (Eph. v.

26.) And, “The waſhing of regeneration

“ and renewing of the Holy Ghoft, whom

“God fheddeth abundantly according to his

“ mercy on thoſe whom he faveth through

“ Jeſus Chrift their Saviour. That being

“juſtified by his grace they ſhould be made

“ heirs, according to the hope of eternal

“ life.” Titus iii. 5, 6, 7. The man is now

born of God : “ for whoſoever believeth

“ that Jefus is the Chrift, is born of God.”

1 John v. 1. He is now a child of God; “ for

D 3 - “ all
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“ all that believe in Chrift Jefus are the

“ children of God.” Gal. iii. 26. *

Some perfons are enlightened, and car

ried on for a while by very ſweet allurements,

and experience a great deal of joy and com

fort ; ànd afterwards are brought to fee

themfelves to be loſt finners, and to know

the Lord, and to believe in him, and are

cut off from all confidence in the fleſh, or

in their own worth or works, without un

dergoing fuch travail of foul as others may

experience in their converfion. , Perhaps,

fuch as have been the moſt felf-righteous

may undergo the deepeft diſtrefs. But in

divers manners, God bringeth the blind by

a way that they know not ; he openeth their

eyes; “ He maketh darkneſs light before

“ them; and crooked things ftraight. Thefe

“ things, faith he, will I do unto them, and

“ not forfake them.” If. xlii. 16. Thus God

bringeth finners into the new covenant in

Chriſt’s blood, which is an everlaſting co

venant of peace, and what he requireth of

them by way of law and commandment, he

himſelf worketh in them, to their joy and

comfort and everlafting falvation, according

to his own exceeding great and precious pro

mifes to his people aforefaid.

It may be remarked in the memorable paſ

fage in Jeremiah xxxi, where God promifeth

to teach his people to know the Lord ; it

- fol

x
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followeth, “ for I will forgive their iniquity,

“ and I will remember their fin no more,”

which implieth their juſtification : yet there

is no mention of faith. But it hath been

noticed before, that by a Metonymy the

caufe is put for the effećt. So in this place,

the knowledge of Chrift, the cauſe of faith,

implieth, that God will give them to be

lieve on the name of the Son of God. A

parallel paffage of fcripture occurs in

Iſaiah liii. I 1. .“ By his knowledge (by giv

“ ing the knowledge of himſelf) ſhall my

“ righteous fervant ( Jefus Chriſt) juſtify

“ many: for he ſhall bear their iniquities.”

When Saul the perſecutor of the chriftian

church was converted, he little expećted it,

and he was in a very unlikely way for it ;

for he was yet breathing out threatenings

and flaughter againſt the difciples of the

Lord. But Jefus called tohim, Saul, Saul, why

perfecuteft thou me ? He was then quicken

ed and heard the voice of God ; but he

knew not who it was that ſpoke to him :

Therefore he faid, who art thou, Lord ?

The Lord faid, I am Jefus whom thou per

fecuteft. Saul trembling and aftoniſhed faid,

Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ? At

once he was made willing, being converted:

and from that time forward he followed

Chriſt, and preached the faith which before
- D 4 he
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he deſtroyed. Aćts 9. The jailer was call

ed of God in the earthquake, but he did not

know what was the matter with him. But

prefently heran trembling& fell down before

Paul and Silas, and faid, firs, what muft I

do to be faved ? And they faid, believe on.

the Lord Jefus Chriſt, and thou íhalt be

faved, and thy houfe. By their preaching

of the goſpel unto him, Chriſt was made .

known to him ; and he rejoiced believing in

God. Aćts. xvi. When the Lord of glory

was crucified, one of the two thieves, who

at that time were juftly put to death for their

crimes, wás called on the croſs, brought to

the knowledge of Chritt, and faved as a

brand fhatcht out of the fire. The three

thouſand, who were converted on the day

of Pentecoft, were pricked in their heart

under Peter’s preaching, and faid, “What

“ íhall we do ?” And foon after they glad

ly received the word or believed the goſpel,

and were baptized, and the fame day were

added to the church. Aćts ii. Thus I have

endeavoured to fet forth, and to illuftrate,

how men obtain the faith of the goſpel.

“Yet there are diverfities of operations, but

“it is the fame God which worketh all in

*“ all.” I Cor. xii. 6.

Fifthly. I ſhall now fpeak of the evidence

of the goſpel, and ſhew, how faith is the

evi
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evidence of things not feen ; and what thofe

things not feen are. And firſt, there is an

external evidence for the goſpel, which hath

been fet forth in a very clear light by feve

ral men of learning. I mean the prophe

cies of the old teſtament concerning Jefus

Chrift, which were all fulfilled in him : the

miracles wrought by the Lord Jefus, and

his fervants the prophets and apoſtles : and

eſpecially, the refurrećtion of Jeſus Chrift;

a matter of faćt well attefted, and fully

provedby a fufficient number of credible wit

neffes. But I only juft mention, and ſhall not

enter upon the difcuffion of this fubjećt. Se

condly, the ſcriptures of the old and new

teſtament, like two tallies, anfwer exaćtly to

one another. What the old teſtament fore- -

told ſhould come to pafs, the new tefta

ment attefteth to have aćtually come to paſs.

Three of the apoſtles, Peter, James and

John heard the voice from heaven, the tefti

mony of God concerning Jefus Chriſt at

his transfiguration. They and the other

apoftles, faw and converſed with the Lord

Jefus after his refurrećtion ; and they faw

him aſcend up intò heaven. Paul faw the

Lord Jeſus after his afcenfion, who reveal

ed the goſpel unto him : and he was caught

up into paradiſe. The apoftles were eye

witneffes and ear-witneffes, of what they

have left upon record. Therefore, the writ

D 5 ings*
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ings of the apofiles are as good moral proof,

or evidence, for the truth of what they have

reported ; as the writings of any hiſtorians

are an evidence of what they have related.

But no religions, in all the world, have been

fupported by fuch figns and wonders and

miracles, as the law and the goſpel. Nei

ther have the charaćters of any hiſtorians

been fo fupported ; as the charaćters of

Moſes, the prophets, evangelifts, and apo

ftles have been ſupported, by figns, and

wonders, and mighty deeds ; works dòne

by them, above the power of either men,

or devils ; God himſelf manifeſtly interpo

fing, and working by them. Not to men

tion that many of them fealed the truth of

their teſtimony with their blood. Now

Moſes, the prophets, evangelifts, and apo

files, and all the ſcriptures both of the old

and new teſtament, give witneſs, and bear

record to Jefus Chriſt. They all harmo

nife, center, and terminate in the teſtimony

of God concerning Jefus Chriſt and his

work, “ This is my beloved Son, in whom

“ I am well pleaſed ? hear ye him.” Matt.

xvii. g.

Now the the holy fcriptures are a ftand

ing, lafting, fure evidence for the truth of

the goſpel. - Upon the ſtrength and autho

rity of the external evidence, a man may

rationally believe, that the goſpel is a reve

· , -- lation
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lation from God ; and that the doćtrines

contained in the holy fcriptures are true.

But this external evidence doth not give

any one the knowledge of the glory of God

in the face of Jefus Chrift. It doth not

give him to underſtand the myfteries of the

kingdom of God ; the great myſtery of

God manifeſted in the fleſh ; the myſtery of

the Father and of Chrift. It doth not make

him a happy man, a new creature, or a new

man : He is neither regenerated, nor juſti

fied, nor fanćtified thereby. He is not

created in Chrift Jefus unto good works.

He may profefs chriftianity in any form

thereof, and at the fame time be carnal,

worldly-minded, dead in trefpastes and fins ;

walking according to the courfe ofthe world ; .

indulging himſelf in the luft of the fleſh,

the luft of the eyes, and the pride of life.

He may affent to the bible, and contend for

the truth of the ſcriptures ; but he under

ftandeth not the deep things of God. The

bible is as yet to him a fealed book. He

may read it, and he may hear it read ; (which

to do is well ;) but he understandeth not the

meaning thereof , “ For the natural man

“ receiveth not the things of the Spirit of

“ God, for they are fooliſhnefs , unto him ;

“ neither can he know them, becauſe they

“ are ſpiritually difcerned.” I Cor. ii. 14.

He may fay, and he may think, that he be

- - , 1 - lieveth
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lieveth the goſpel; when at the fame time

he truſteth in his heart, and hopeth, to be

faved by his own works, either in whole, or

in part. Thus he manifeſteth, that he nei

ther believeth the goſpel, nor underſtandeth

the meaning thereof, nor of the holy fcrip

tures. Thirdly, There is another evidence

of the goſpel, which is the principal, and

crowneth all, the teſtimony of the Holy

Ghoſt. The Holy Ghoſt teftifieth by light

and power, demonſtrating or manifeſting to

the underſtanding and conſcience, the truth

of God, the teſtimony of God concerning

Jefus Chriſt. - They that have this evidence

given to them, know affuredły that the gof

pel is the truth of God ; thefe are taught of

God to believe :: their faith ſtandeth not in

the wiſdom of man, but in the power of

God. Thefe have “ precious faith in the

“ righteoufneſs of our God and Saviour Je

“ füs Chriſt, who of God is made unto them

“ wiſdom, and righteoufnefs, and fanćtifi

“ cation, and redemption.” I Cor. i. go.

Theſe are perfuaded by the Holy Ghoft to

believe the goſpel; the perfuafion of their

mind, which is their faith, is the effećt of

the operation of the Spirit of God within

them. This is the faith of the goſpel, which

is the fubſtance of things hoped for, the

evidence of things not feen. -

Hence it appeareth, how faith is the evi

- |- - dence
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dence of things not feen. “It is the Spirit

“ of God that beareth witnefs. i John v.

6. And he teſtifieth of Chrift.” John xv.

26. “ He that believeth on the Son of

“ God, hath the witnefs in himſelf.” I John

v. 1o. A true believer having in him

felf the teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt for

the truth of the goſpel, and what it im

porteth, and reporteth ; he hath good and

fufficient evidence and proof to believe what

he hath not feen. Upon the teſtimony of

honeft men we can readily believe what we

have not feen. “ If ye receive the witnefs

“ of men, the witnefs of God is greater.”

1 John v. 9. The teſtimony of God is

greater than the teſtimony of man. It con

veys fuperior light, and more ftriking con

vićtion ; ftrongerproof, and clearerevidence;

than any human teſtimony, or evidence can

do. Men may deceive one another ; but

God’s word and God’s teſtimony are abfo

lutely fure. . |

I ſhall here make a remark on the above

words, “ He that. believeth on the Son of

“ God, hath the witnefs in himfelf.” I John

v. 1o. The greek word Marturia, tran

- flated witnefs, fignifieth teſtimony, evidence,

or proof: not the perfon of a witnefs, but

his depofition ; what he teftifieth. This

text hath been frequently quoted to prove,

that every believer of the goſpel hath the

- - Holy
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Holy Spirit bearing witnefs with his fpirit

that he is a child of God ; but this is a

miftake, which hath been noticed before.

This text proveth, that every true believer

of the goſpel hath the evidence or teſtimony

of the Spirit, that Jeſus is the Chriſt ; and

that the goſpel, or teſtimony of God con

cerning him, is true : and fo hath evidence

within himſelf, why he believeth on him.

The things not feen are all thoſe things

reported by the goſpel, and recorded in the

holy fcriptures, as the incarnation, life,

death, refurrećtion, and afcenſion of Jefus

Chrift, the coming of the Holy Ghoſt; and

all the words, and works of God : the

whole counſel of God revealed and written

in his word. And whoever believeth the

goſpel upon its proper evidence, hath fuf

ficient proof, and ought, to believe every

word of God in the bible, fo far as he

knoweth and underſtandeth it. -

Sixthly. I ſhall now endeavour under the

fixth head to fet forth the bleffings confe

quent upon believing the goſpel. He that

obtaineth the precious gift of faith imme

diately becometh a blefied man. The Lord

Jeſus pronounced Simon Peter blefied when

he believed on him, faying, “ Bleffed art

“ thou Simon Bar-jona.” Matt. xvi. 17.

Joy and peace, more or lefs, are immedi

- ately
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ately confequent , upon believing the

goſpel. As a condemned malefaćtor,

that is going to the gallows with a

rope about his neck to be hanged, would

be filled with joy at the agreeable furpriſe

of an unexpećted pardon coming to him

from the King : fo is a condemned finner

filled with joy and comfort, when Chrift is

- made known unto him as the Saviour. And

the deeper fenfe the perfon hath had of his

own wretchednefs, finfulnefs, and unwor

thineſs, the greater generally is his furpriſe

and joy. “ He that hath much forgiven,

“loveth much.” Luke vii. 47. He ex

perimentally fecleth, that God is well pleaſed

in Chriſt his beloved Son ; for the Lord

Jefus communicateth to him by his Spirit

a tafte, a fhare in that divine joy, and reft,

and peace ; which he himſelf now poffeffeth

without meaſure at the Father’s right hand ;

“ Where there is fullneſs ofjoy and plea

“ fures for evermore.” Pfalm xvi. I 1. The

believer is juſtified: “ By him all that be

“ lieve are juſtified from all things.” Aćts

xiii. 39. He is not under condemna

tion. “ He that believeth is not condemn

“ ed.” John iii. 18. He is not under

the curfe of the law. “ Chrift hath redeem

“ ed believers from the curfe of the law,

“ being made a curfe for them.” Gal. iii.

13. He is not under the wrath, or vin
- - dićtive
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dićtive juſtice, of God. “ Being juſtified

“ by faith, we have peace with God.” Rom.

v. 1. “ God’s anger is turned away from

“ him.” Hof. xv. 4. All his fins aćtual

and original are forgiven, and forgotten :

“ I will forgive their iniquity, and I will

“ remember their fin no more, faith the

“ Lord.” Jer. xxxi. 34. He is made

righteous. “ By the obedience of one,

“ fhall many be made righteous.” Rom. v.

19. “ Bleſſed is the man to whom God

“ imputeth righteoufnefs without works.”

Rom. iv. 6. “ Even the righteoufnefs of

“ God, which is by faith of Jefus Chrift

“ unto all, and upon all them that believe.”

Rom. iii. 22. He is taken into covenant

with God. “ I fware unto thee, and en

“ tered into a covenant with thee, faith the

“ Lord God, and thou becameft mine.”

Ezek. xvi, 8. “ I will make a new covenant

“ with the houfe of Iſrael,” (all believers.)

“ I will make an everlaſting covenant with

“them, that I will not turn away from

“them to do them good ; but I will

“ put my fear in their hearts, that they

“ íhall not depart from me.” Jer. xxxi.

3 1, &c. and xxxii. 4o. He becometh a

child of God. “ I will be their God, and

“they ſhall be my people.” “ I will be

“ a Father unto you, and ye ſhall be my

* |- “ fons
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“ fons and daughters, faith the Lord al-

“ mighty.” 2 Cor. vi. 18. “ Ye are all

“the children of God by faith in Chrift

“ jefus.” Gal. iii. 26. He is fanćtified.

“ That they may receive forgivenefs of fins,

“ and inheritance among them, which are

“ fanćtified by faith that is in Chrift.”

Aćts xxvi. 18. But more of fanćtification

hereafter.

He is already regenerate. “ Whofbever

“ believeth that Jeſus is the Chrift, is born

“ of God.” I John v. 1. The law of

God, (even the moral law) is written upon

his heart. “I will put my law in their

“ inward parts, and write it in their hearts.”

Jer. xxxi. 33. “ A new heart alſo will

“ I give you, and a new fpirit will i put

“ within you ; and I will put my Spirit

“ within you, and cauſe you to walk in my

“ ftatutes, and ye ſhall keep my judgments

“ and do them.” Ex. xxxvi. 26, 27. He

is in Chrift a new creature. “ For we are

“ his workmanſhip created in Chrift Jefus

“unto good works, which God hath be

“ fore ordained that we ſhould walk in

“ them.” Eph. ii. 1o. . He is made par

taker of the divine nature. 2 Pet. i.

4. . He hath the mind of Chrift. I Cor.

ii. 16. He is made conformable to the

image of Chrift. Rom. viii. 29. He is

begotten again to a lively hope. I Pet. i,

3. He
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g. He is an heir of God. “ And ifchif

“ dren, then heirs of God, and joinít-heirs

“ with Chriſt.” Rom. viii. 17. Eternal

life is his. “ He that believeth on the

“ Son hath everlafting life.” John iii. 36.

What need I add more ? all things are his ;

for Chriſt is Lord and heir of all things,

and he belongeth to Chrift. . 1 Cor. iii. 2 I,

&c. There is room to enlarge and fay

more, but I ſhall have occafion to refume

the fubjećt, when I come to treat of the

things hoped for. So much therefore fhall

fuffice at prefent as to the bleffings confe

quent upon believing the goſpel.

Seventhly. Ifhalľnow endeavour to fet forth

the fruit, effećt, or work of faith ; and the

proof, that any one hath faith. The faith

of the goſpel is a working faith. , Juſtifi

cation and fanćtification are infeparably con

nećted together. “ But ye are waſhed, but

“ye are fanćtified, but ye are juſtified in

“the name of the Lord Jefus, and by the

“ Spirit of our God.” I Cor. vi. I r.

“ Chrift is made unto his people wiſdom,

“ and righteoufnefs, and fanćtification, and

“ redemption. I Cor. i. go. I ſhall now

explain myſelf about goſpel-holinefs or fan

ćtification. Sanćtification takes place in the

foul upon believing the goſpel. “ Sanćti

“fy them thro’ thy truth; thy word is

* - “ truth.”
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“ truth.” John xvii. 17. This truth

meaneth the teſtimony of God, the voice

from heaven, the record, the goſpel.“ God

“ hath from the beginning chofen you to

“falvation, thro’ fanćtification of the Spirit,

“ and belief. of the truth ; whereunto he

“ called you by our goſpel, to the obtain

“ ing of the glory of our Lord Jefus Chrift.”

2 Theff. ii. I 3, 14. “ Elećt according to

“the fore-knowledge of God the Father,

“through fanćtification of the Spirit unto

“ obedience, and ſprinkling of the blood of

“ Jeſus Chriit : Grace unto you, and peace

“ be multiplied.” I Pet. i. 2. -

Holineſs is either effential, or by com

munication, or by feparation. God alone

is effentially holy : Holinefs is of the effence

of his nature. Had man been created ef

fentially holy; he could not have loft his

holinefs without lofing his very being. Saints

are made holy by communication, and by fepa

ration. The Lord Jefus communicateth grace

from himſelf to believers by his Spirit ; who

imparteth, infuſeth, or fheddeth abroad in

their hearts the love of God, and formeth

them after the image of Chrift; moulding

their minds according to the mind of Chrift ;

changingthem thro’ beholding the gloryofthe

LordJefus into the fame likenefs, from glory

to glory. . The fruit or effećt of this com

munication is love to God, and love to man,
- « 6 :
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“joy, peace, long-fuffering, gentleneß:

“goodneſs, faith, meeknefs, temperance.”

Gal. v. 22. Hereby believers become hea

venly-minded, and devoted to God ; averſe

to fin, and willing to obey the Lord. This

is what I have called holineſs by commu

nication, or thro’ the communion of the

Holy Ghoft; who maketh and maintaineth

the living union and communion betwixt

Chrift and his members. “ For they are

“ all baptized by one Spirit into one body;

“ and have been all made to drink into one

“ Spirit.” I Cor. xii. 13. And, “ if any

“ man hath not the Spirit of Chrift, he is

“ none of his.” Rom. viii. 9. Holinefs

by feparation is, when a perſon or thing is

fet apart for a holy uſe, or the fervice of

God. : So the prieſts, and the vefſels in the

temple, were fanćtified or fet apart for the

fervice of God. And fo the Lord fanćti

fied the feventh-day. Gen. ii. 3. And fo

the faints are fanćtified, or fet apart to live

to the praife and glory of God. “That

“they ſhould not henceforth live unto them

“ felves ; but unto him who died for them

“ and rofe again.” 2 Cor. v. 15. Man

in his natural ftate liveth to himſelf: he is

not devoted to God : he followeth his own

will, and is led by his lufts. But by the

regenerating work of the Holy Ghoſt, all,

who come to the knowledge of Chrift the

truth,



( 93 ) |

:

truth, and believe, are made a willing peo

ple. “ Thy people fhall be willing in the

“ day of thy power.” Pfal. cx. 3. “ This

“ people have I formed for myſelf, they

“ fhail fhew forth my praiſe,” If. xlv. 21.

“ Ye are a chofen generation, a royal prieft

“ hood, an holy nation, a peculiar people,

“ that ye ſhould fhew forth the praifes of

“ him, who hath called you out of darknefs

“ into his marvellous light.” I Pet. ii. 9.

“ Who gave himſelf for us, that he might

“ redeem us from all iniquity, and purify

“unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of

- “ good works.” Tit. ii. 14. Holineſs

or fanćtification manifeſteth itſelf by hating

and forfaking fin ; and by devotion of heart

to God, or by endeavouring heartily and

willingly out of love to obey God’s holy

will in all things. “The grace of God

“ that bringeth falvation, teacheth all to

“ whom it appeareth, to deny ungodlinefs,

“ and worldly lufts ; and to live foberly,

“ righteouſly and godly in this preſent

“ world.” Tit. ii. I I, 12. But this fanćti

fication will further appear in all the fruits,

effećt or work of faith, which I ſhall now

treat of. -

The faith of the goſpel purifieth the

heart. “ Purifying their hearts by faith.”

Aćts . xv. 9. The gentiles, as well as

the jews, were purified in heart, both
justi
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juſtified and fanćtified, thro’ the belief

of the goſpel. Believers get the an

fwer of a good conſcience towards God;

they lofe the guilt, burden and condemna

tion of fin, having hope, that they ſhall be

faved : “ The blood of Chriſt purging their
“ confcience from dead works to ferve the

“ living God.” Heb. ix. 14. The con-

nećtion with fin in them is broken. “ Sin

“ fhall ņot have dominion over you : for

“ ye are not under the law, but under

“ grace.” Rom. vi. 14. “ Whoſoever

“ abideth in Chrift, finneth not ; whofoever

“ finneth, hath not feen him, neither known

“ him.” I John iii. 6. We know “ that

“ whoſoever is born of God, finneth not : .

“ but he that is begotten of God, keepeth

“ himſelf, and that wicked one toucheth

“ him not.” I John v. 18. God grant

eth unto them, “ that being delivered out

“ of the hands of their enemies, they may

“ ferve him without fear, in holineſs and

“ righteoufnefs before him, all the days of

“ their life.” Luke ii. 74. 75. “How

“ íhall they that are dead to fin, live any

“ longer therein ? Knowing this, that the

“ old man is crucified with Chrift, that the

“ body of fin might be deſtroyed; that hence

“ forth they ſhould not ferve fin. For he

“ that is dead, (to fin) is freed from fin,”

(from the flavery and power of it.) Rom.
v vi.

|

*

*<TF------- – ---- -*--sa



*
-

*

*

:

#

»,

·

*

|

( 95 )

vi. 2, 6, 7. Jefus faid, “ Verily, verily,

“ I fay unto you, whoſoever committeth fin,

** is the fervant of fin. If the Son fhall

“ make you free, ye ſhall be free indeed.”

John viii. 34. 36. “ He that committeth

“ fin is of the devil.” I John iii. 8. Yet

St. John alſo faith, “ If we fay that we

“ have no fin, we deceive ourfelves, and

“ the truth is not in us.” I John i. 8.

And St. James faith, “ in many things we

“ offend all.” James iii. 2. And Solo-

mon faith, “ There is not a juft man upon

“ earth, that doth good, and finneth not.”

Eccl. vii. 2o. “ For there is no man, which

finneth not.” 2 Chron. vi. 36. Thefe texts

of ſcripture, which feem to oppofe one a

nother, are reconciled thus. Believers have

a law in their members, the corruption of

fallen nature remaining in the fiefh, which

warreth againſt the law of their mind ; they

are tempted by the devil ; they are daily

liable to fall, fometimes they do fall into fin.

Their ſtrength to obey is not in themfelves,

but in Chrift. If they abide in Chrift, they

are preferved from fin, and kept by his pow

er thro’ faith. But if they abide not in him,

(and it is very eaſy for them without continu

al watching and praying to get into unbe

lief,) then they wither, grow weak, lofe

their ſtrength, become dry and barren ; and

may very eaſily be overcome by fin and

fatan
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fatan: for without Chrift they can do no

thing. John xv. 4, &c. Yet they do not

love fin ; they dare not allow themfelves in

it. When they fin, it caufeth to them ſhame

and pain of heart, ftinging remorfe of con

fcience, bitter weeping. God will alfo af

furedly rebuke and chaften them for it.

When David had finned, he faith, “ That

“ God’s arrows ftuck faſt in him,- that

“there was no foundnefs in his fleſh, be

“ cauſe of God’s anger ; neither any reft in

“ his bones, becauſe of his fin. He was

“ troubled, he was bowed down greatly ;

“ he went mourning all the day long: he

“ was feeble and fore broken : he roared by

“ reafon of the difquietnefs of his heart.

“ His heart panted, his ſtrength failed; he

“ had no eafe, nor peace : he was ready to

“ halt, to give up all for loft.” . See Pfalm

xxxviii. Peter alſo after curfing and fwear

ing, and denying his Lord, went out afham

ed, and wept bitterly. God hath no where

promiſed to keep believers from fin, unleſs

they abide in Chrift, and keep the faith.

But he hath threatened to chaftife or correćt

them, if they forfake his Law. Pfalm lxxxix.

go, &c. Whoever then loveth, or alloweth

himſelf in fin, hath no ſcripture-ground to

think himſelf to be a true believer. “ Know

“ye not, faith St. Paul, that the unrighte

“ ous fhall not inherit the kingdom of God?

6 6 Be
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** Be not deceived; neither fornicators, nor

*“ idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate,

““ nor abufers of themfelves with mankind, .

“ nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards,

““ nor revilers, nor extortioners, íhall inherit

“ the kingdom of God.” I Cor. vi. 9, 1o.

They muſt not expećt it, if they go on in

fuch fins. And again, “ The works of the

“ fleſh are adultery, fornication, unclean

“ nefs, laſcivioufneſs, idolatry, witchcraft,

“ hatred, variance, emulation, wrath,

“ ftrife, feditions, herefies, envyings,

“ murthers, drunkennefs, revellings, and

“ fuch like: of the which I tell you before, as.

“ I have alſo told you in time paft, that they

“ which do fuch things, ſhall not inherit the

“ kingdom of God.” Gal. v. 19, 2o, 21.

II. Again, The Lord Jefus faith, “Every

“ one that is of the truth heareth my voice.” .

John xviii. 37. To be of the truth, or of

faith, meaneth the fame, as to be a believer

of the goſpel : therefore every one that hath

the faith of the goſpel heareth Chriſt’s

voice. “My fheep, faith Jeſus, hear my

“voice, and they follow me.” John x. 27.

The voice of Chrift meaneth his Spirit and

his word, whatſoever he hath faid ; and to

hear his voice meaneth to give attention to

it, to believe and to obey it. Now the

Lord Chrift hath made it an invariable

and fixed ſtatute of his kingdom to all his

E fub
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fubjećts to deny themſelves, to bear his

croſs, and to follow him. “ Then faid Je

“ fus unto his diſciples, Ifany man will come

“ after me, let him deny himſelf, and take

“ up his crofs, and follow me. For whofo

“ ever will fave his life, ſhall loſe it : and

“ whoſoever will lofe his life for my fake,

“ fhall find it.” Matt. xvi. 24, 25. See

alfo Mark viii. 34, 35. Luke ix. 23, 24.

and xiv. 25, &c. and Matt. x. 37, 38,

39. -

Man was originally made to live by his

own righteoufneſs, and to have the favour

of God together with the enjoyment of this

world in its paradificał ſtate as the reward

of his obedience. Therefore there is a na

tural bias in every man that is born, to live

by his own righteoufnefs, and to have the

enjoyment of this preſent world. And

fallen man, having loft the chief happinefs,

the favour of God, through difobedience,

hopeth to regain it by obedience; and would

fain be happy in the good things of this

preſent life. But fin hath brought the

curfe of God upon this world, which hath

rrade the whole creation to groan and to

travail in pain. , And finful man cannot

make atonement for his fins, neither can he

work out a righteoufneſs to pleaſe God ;

neither can he find reft to his foul in this

preſent evil world, however eagerly he may

- - pur
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purſue happineſs in all that the world hath.

“ For all that is in the world, the luft of

“the fleſh, and the luft of the eyes, and

“the pride of life, is not of the Father;

“ but is of the world.” I John ii. 16.

Yet the natural man hath his life in theſe

hings ; but it is a carnal, earthly, fenfual

life without God. And whoſoever will fave

his life, i. e. will have and enjoy this carnal,

earthly, fenſual life, íhali lofe a better life :

and whofbever will loſe his life, i. e. for

ſake and deny this carnal, earthly, fenfual

life for Chriſt’s fake, ſhall find a better, a

life hid with Chrift in God. He fhall have

fellowſhip with God, the fummum bonum,

the chief good : for the enjoyment of God

maketh a man compleatly happy. St. John

aith, “ Who is he that overcometh the

‘ world, but he that believeth that Jeſus

‘ is the Son of God ?” I John v. 5.

The carnal man is overcome and led away

by the world, the luft of the fleſh, the luft

of the eyes, and the pride of life. He

wimmeth with the ſtream of corrupt na- \

ure. He liveth after the fleſh. So do

one pretenders to religion. Perhaps they

may have been enlightened, and profeſſors

f the faith, who once promiſed well, and

ould talk of imprestions, and feelings, and

xperience, and for a while did run well ;

ut they grew weary of the croſs, and of .

|- E 2 - felf--
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felf-denial ; and fo gave way to felf-indul

gence, and dwindled by degrees, and have

now a life at eaſe ; but have all their hap

pinefs in the luft of the fleſh, the luft of

the eyes, and the pride of life ; and are

quite overcome by the world. Such plain

Îy enough manifeſt, that they were not born

of God. “ For whatfoever is born of God,

“ overcometh the world : and this is the

“ viếtory that overcometh the world, even

: our faith.” . 1 John v. 4. Yet true Be

lievers have need to deny themſelves daily

of the natural bias to live by their own

works, or fomething of their own, or to

connećt fomething with Chriſt. To keep

the faith, or to live by Chriſt only, in op

poſition to the innate felf-righteous prin

ciple, is one material part of the chriftian

warfare. So long as they abide in Christ,

keep the faith, or live by believing in the

Son of God, they are kept by God’s power

thro’ faith. But they are liable to get into

felf-righteoufneſs and unbelief; and then

they may be infnared and drawn away by

the fleſh. But they are to deny all ungod

linefs, and worldly lufts, the luft of the

fleſh, the luft of the eyes, and the pride of

life; that they may enjoy the happy life

that is in God’s favour. They are alſo to

deny their own will, and to do, and to be

refigned to, the will of God in all things,

And
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And this requireth felf-denial ; as it alſo

doth to take up the croſs of Chrift. “ All

“ that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus fhall

“ fuffer perfecution,” faith St. Paul. 2

Tim. iii. 12. “ Marvel not, my brethren,

“ if the world hate you,” faith St. John.

1 John iii. 13. And the Lord Jeſus faith

to his people, “ Becaufe ye are not of the

“ world, but I have chofen you out of the

“ world, therefore the world hateth-you.”

John xv. 19, 2o. Thoſe that are only born

after the fleſh, always did and will deſpife

and perfecute thofe, who are born after the

fpirit. (See Gal. iv. 29.) And it is God’s

will to have it fo for the trial of his peo

ple’s faith. God declared immediately af

ter the fall of Adam, that he would put

enmity between the ferpent’s feed (the de

vil’s followers,) and Chriſt’s feed or peo

ple. , Gen. iii. 15. When any one is call

ed of God, he may expećt the croſs. “Let

“ us go forth unto him,” faith St. Paul,

“ without the camp, bearing his reproach :

“ for Jeſus ſuffered without the gate.”

Heb. xiii. I 2, 13. And it is very trying

to fleſh and blood to be perſecuted, and

hated, and deſpiſed by relations, friends,

and neighbours : yea, it looketh vcry hard

at firſt to a perfon, who would live godly

and be faved, to fee that almoft every bo

dy deſpifeth him for it. Yea, even fome

E 3 who
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who have made a hopeful beginning in re

ligion, have fallen quite away, when the crost

came. The ftony-ground hearers received

the word with joy, they made a fine fiou

riſh for a while ; but when perſecution came,

they were offended. They loved the praie

of 1:an more than the praife of God. They

vere afraid of man ; and, “ The fear of

“ man bringeth a fhare : but whofo putteth

“ jis truft in the Lord fhail be fafe.” Prov.

: xix. 25. “ Fear not them which ki: the

“ body, but are not able to kill the feu,

“ faith the Lorel ; but rather fear him which

is able to destroy both foul and body in

“ hell.” See Matt. x. 28, &c. Chriſt

will confeſs thoſe hereafter, who confeß

hinn here ; and he alſo will deny and be a

fhamed of thoſe hereafter, who deny and

are aſhamed of him, his word and people
here. •

It alſo requireth great felf-denial to obey

the following fayings of the Lord Jeſus,

“ But I fay unto you, (who are my diſci

“ ples,) that ye refft not evil : but who

“ ſoever ſhall finite thee on thy right cheek,

“ turn to him the other alfo. And if any

“ man vil fue thee at the law, and take
( 6

away thy coat, let him have thy cloak
~ } |- } => ; , -4} • • ^->

alfo. And whoſoever íhall compel thee

to go a mile, go with him twain. Give

to him that aſketin thee, and from him
É - - - -
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that would borrow of thee, turn not thou

“ away : ( i. e. upon fuppoſition that it is

“ in thy power fo to do.) Ye have heard

““ that it hath been faid, Thou íhalt lovë

“ thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy: but

“ I fay unto you, love your enemies, blefs

** them that curfe you, do good to them

“ that hate you, and pray for them which

“ deſpitefully uſe you, and perfecute you :

“ that ye may be the children of your fa

“ ther which is in heaven, (and fo imitate

“ his divine goodneſs ) for he maketh his

“ fun to rife on the evil and on the good,

“ and fendeth rain on the juft and on the

“ unjuft. Matt. v. 39, &c.

III. Again, all true believers are to follow

the Lord Chriſt in his obedience to the

holy will of God in all things commanded

by him, and particularly, in obedience to

the moral law of the ten commandments.

It hath been already fet forth before and

proved, that God regenerateth all thoſe

whom he bringeth into the new covenant

in Chriſt’s blood; and that he puts his law

in their inward parts, and writes it in their

hearts. Love is the fulfilling of the law,

love to God and love to men. As foon as

Chrift is revealed, or God is made known

as a Saviour, by the Holy Ghoſt to any

one, he falleth in love with him. His

heart is filled with love to God ; for it is

E 4 fhed
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fhed abroad therein by the Holy Ghoſt.

“ To you that believe Chriſt is precious.”

1 Pet. ii. 7. “ And every one that loveth

“ him that begat, loveth him alſo that is

“ begotten of him.” I John v. 1. So

that there is love to Jeſus Chrift, God mani

feſted in the feſh ; love of complacence

and delight to the people of God ; and alſo

love of benevolence or good will towards

all mankind. And hereby the perfon is in

clined, or made willing, to walk according

, to the moral law. “ Love worketh no ili

“ to his neighbour.” Rom. xiii. Io. There

fore this is another fruit, effećt or work of

faith, willingly and conſcientiouſly to per

form all the religious, relative, and moral

duties required by this holy law both to

God and man. “ Render therefore to all

“ their dues ; tribute to whom tribute is

“ due, cuſtom to whom cuſtom, fear to

“ whom fear, honour to whom honour.

“ Owe no man any thing but to love one

another. Rom. xiii. 7, 8. “ Corrupt

no man, defraud no man, wrong no man

in body, goods or name.” This maketh

good huſbands, good wives, good parents,

good children, good mafters, good fervants,

good neighbours, good fubjects, good ma

giftrates : it maketh every man in his place

and ſtation ready to perform every duty re

quired of him. And this proveth and

|- -- " . - mani
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manifeſtetḥ that the law is written in his

heart.

The moral law in the fubítance of it hath

been in all the covenants which God ever

made with man. And tho’ believers are

not under it as a covenant of works, a co

venant of life and death, as it was given

firſt to Adam ; or as a covenant afterwards

given to the nation of Iſrael at Sinai ; yet

they are under this law to Chrift their Re

deemer. But it is unto them in him a law

of liberty. They are free from the curſe

of this law, Chrift having been made a curfe

for them. Gal. iii. 13. They are at all.

times free to live by Chriſt’s obedience to

this law, and by his obedience to it they

are conſtituted or made righteous. Rom.

v. 19. “ For Chriſt is the end (the ful

“ filler) of the law for righteoufneſs to e

“ very one that believeth.” Rom. x. 4.

Yet it is a rule of duty to them : not a

law, whereby they are to live ; but a law

orrule,according to which they oughtto walk.

They are to follow their Lord herein, and to

endeavour to be conformable to him herein.

And they have reafon to be afhamed that

they come fo far fhort of him, , Yea, and

if they wilfully tranfgrefs againſt this law,

or forfake it, “ He will viſit their tranſ

“ greflion with the rod, and their iniquity

“ with ftripes. Pſalm lxxxix, go, &c.

E 5 The
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The obligation of this holy law is eternal,

as was aforefaid. It always was good, now

is good, and ever will be good. Was it

not, and will it not be always right and

good, to love God and one another ? The

goſpel hath aboliſhed the whole ceremonial

law, except what is excepted in theſe words.

“ It feemed good to the Holy Ghoft, and

“ to us, (the apofiles, and elders, with the

“ whole church, ) to laỹ upon you no

greater burden than theſe neceſary things:

That ye abſtain from meats offered to

idols, and from blood, and from things

ſtrangled, and from fornication ; from

which if ye keep yourſelves, ye fhail do

well. A éts xv. 28, 2

But the goſpel in no wife maketh void

the moral law in the fubſtance thereof;

but abſolutely and altogether eftabliſheth it,

except only that the feventh day is chang

|
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ed to the first day of the week, which is

now the chriſtian fabbath.* Such as think

and believe, that God's people are under

IlO

* The apofte Paul obſerveth, that there is ano,her days

fpoken of befiles the ſeventh day ; and that other day ( as Í

conceive) is the firſt day of the week, called the Lord's-Day.

“ Upon the first day of the week the diſciples came together

* - to break bi ead.” Asts xx. 7. The feventh day was

firſt inſtituted as a ign and a memorial, that on that day,

God rede i fi om the works of creation. It was again

erjoined to the Jewiſh church as a memorial, that God had

|- brought
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no obligation to the moral law, (except as

afore-excepted, ) are milled and deluded,

and moſt certainly believe a lye. For the

Lord Chriſt himſelf hath faid, “Whofoever

** ſhall break one of thefe leaft command

‘ “ ments, and ſhall teach men fo, he ſhall

-“ be called the leaft in the kingdom of hea

“ ven.” Matt. v. 19. And St. John faith,

“ Hereby we do know that we know him,

(and the knowledge of him is the effence

“ ments. He that faith, I know him (or

“I’m a believer) and keepeth not his com

“ mandments, is a lyar, and the truth

“ is not in him.” I John ii. 3, 4. And

again, “ This is the love of God (or the

„“ proof that we love God) that we kêep

“ his commandments ; and his command

“ ments are not grievous.” I John v. 3.

IV. Again, another fruit, effećt or work

of faith, is to obſerve all the ordinances of

the Lord; all the inſtitutions of worſhip

commanded in the new testament, and every

- OI) C

of true faith,) “if we keep his command

hrought them out of Egypt, the Houſe of bondage, and

had given them rest in the good land of Canaan ; but that

was only a typical reſt. Therefore the apostle faith, “ If

* Joſhua had given them refi (i. e. the true ref) then would

** he not afterwards have ſpoken of another day. There

** remaineth therefore a reft (fabbatifmos, a fabbatifm or fab

“ bath-keeping ) for the people of God.” . Heb. iv. 8, 9.

The Lord’s day is a memorial, that Chriſt hath finiſhed his

work, is rifen again, and' entered into eternal reſt in hea

ven, to which in due time all true believers hope to come.
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one of his words or fayings ; as baptiſm,

the Lord’s ſupper, the Lord’s day, hearing

or reading the word, affembling together,

prayer publicand private, thankſgiving, fing

ing ofhymns and pfalms, continuing ſtedfaſt

ly in the apoftle’s doćtrine,and fellowſhip,and

in breaking ofbread, andin prayer. Aćtsii. 42.

The apoſties were commanded by the Lord

to teach believers to obſerve all things what

foever he commanded them. Matt. xxviii.

2o. And Jeſus faith, “ If any man love

“ me, he will keep my words. He that

“loveth me not, keepeth not my fayings.”

John xiv. 23, 24. |- |

V. Again, another fruit or effećt of faith

is, that it worketh by love. Gal. v. 6. It

not only difpofeth a perfon to do juftly, but

alſo to love mercy. “ Believers are God’s

“ workmanſhip created in Chrift Jefus un

“ to good works, which God hath before

“ ordained, that they ſhould walk in them.”

Eph. ii. Io. “ And let us not be weary

“ in well-doing ; but as we have opportu

“ nity, let us do good unto all men ; ef

“ pecially unto them who are of the houſe

“ hold of faith. Gal. vi. 9. Io. For Chrift

“ gave himſelf for us, that he might re

“ deem us from all iniquity, and purify unto

“ himſelf a peculiar people, zealous ofgood

“ works.” Tit. ii. 14. “ This is a faith

“ ful faying, and theſe things I will, faith

- *« St.
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“ St. Paul, that thou affirm conſtantly, that

“they which have believed in God might

“ be careful to excel in good works.” Tit.

iii. 8. Not to do fome little, as a natural

man will do, to maintain a good charaćter ;

but to be eminent therein, to go before and

to outdo others, every man according to his

feveral ability, “ In all things fhewing him

“ ſelf a pattern of good works.” Tit. ii. 7.

The Lord Jeſus told his Diſciples, that they

were the falt of the earth, and the light of

the world ; therefore faith he, “ Let your

“ light fo fhine before men, that they may

“ fee your good works, and glorify your

“ Father which is in heaven.” Matt. v. I 6.

&c. Now if there be a willing mind, it is

accepted according to that “ a man liath,

“ and not.according to that he hath not.”

2 Cor. viii. 12. A rich man may give much,

and yet fall ſhort of his duty herein ; and be

far outdone by a poor man, that cannot give

much. The poor widow exceeded all that

caſtinto the treafury in our Lord’s prefence,

-according to his judgment, (and he is to bę

the Judge at laft) tho’ fhe gave but two

mites. Many that were rich caft in much ;

but ſhe gave all that ſhe had, and thereforeex

ceeded them all. (See Mark xii. 41. &c.

Luke xxi 1. &c.) St. Peter exhorts believ

ers to have an honeft converſation amongſt

- UlIl
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unbelievers, that whereas they ſpeak againſt

them as evil-doers, they may by their good

works, which they ſhall behold, glorify God

in the day of their viſitation. And he faith,

“It is God’s will, that with well-doing they

“ may put to filence the ignorance of fooliſh

“ men.” I Pet. ii. 12, 15. And St. James

faith, “ Pure religion, and undefiled before

“ God and the Father, is this, to vifit the

“fatherlefs and widows in their afflićtion,

“ and to keep himſelf unfpotted from the

“ world.” James i. 27. And again, “ wilt

“ thou know, O vain man ! that faith with

“ out works is dead ? For as the body with

“ out the ſpirit is dead, fo faith without

“ works is dead alſo.” James ii. 2o, 26.

VI. Again, another fruit, effećt or work

of the faith of the goſpel (which is a very

good proof that a man hath it; for it re

quireth no little felf-denial, but a good degree

of heavenly-mindednefs to praćtice it, at

leaft for fome perſons) is to give a ſtrićt

obedience to the following royal edićt and

ftanding ſtatute of the kingdom of heaven.

It fhews the generous heart of the king of

glory, “Who openeth his hand, and fatis

“ fieth the defire of every living thing, giv

“ ing them their mcat in due feafon.” Pfalm

cxlv. 15, 16. O that his people would

imitate his goodnefs ; “ And fet their af

fećtions on things above, not on things on

/ - the
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: the earth;” (Col. iii. 2. ) they would be

the more ready and willing to leave this

world to go to heaven. But that the great

ones of the earth may not be offended at

it, they may be fatisfied, that it concern

eth only the fubjećts of Chriſt’s kingdom,

which is not of this world. But that be

lievers may pay the more regard to this

faying of their Lord, whofe name is called

the Word of God, and out of whofe mouth

goeth a fharp two-edged fword (Rev. i. 16

& xix. 13.) it is delivered both negative

ly and poſitively thus. “Lay not up for

“ yourſelves treafures upon earth, where .

“ moth and ruft doth corrupt, and where

“thieves break through and ſteal. But

“ lay up for yourſelves treafures in hea

“ ven, where neither moth nor ruft doth

“ corrupt, and where thieves do not break

“through, nor ſteal. For where your trea

“ fure is, there will your heart be alſo.”

Matt. vi. 19, 2o, 2 I. It may be remark

ed, that the Lord firſt forbids his difciples

to lay up treaſures upon earth. Then next

he commands them to lay up treaſures in

heaven, i. e. by diſtributing to the necef

fity of the faints and the poor: which is

lending unto the Lord. (And who hath

given to him, and it fhall be recompenfed

unto him again ? Rom. xi. 35.) And af

terwards, he giveth them a reaſon for what

he
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he faid, telling them, that if they laid up

treafure on earth, it would draw their

hearts to this world ; but if they laid up

treafure in heaven, it would draw their

affećtions from this world and make them

heavenly-minded; fo that their hearts would

be in heaven before they got thither. He

alſo informs them, that it would be for

their preſent happineſs fo to do. “ If thine

“ eye be fingle, thy whole body ſhall be

“ full of light.” If your hearts be intire

ly devoted to God, you will enjoy the light

of his countenance. “ But if thine eye be

“ evil, thy whole body ſhall be full of

“ darknefs.” If your hearts be divided

betwixt God and the world: if ye love the

world, ye will lofe the love and favour of

God ; “ For if any man love the world,

“ the love of the Father is not in him.”

1 John ii. I 5. And then he tells them

plainly, that, “ No man can ferve two

“ mafters : for either he will hate the one,

“ and love the other: or elfe he will hold

“ to the one, and deſpife the other. Ye

“ cannot ferve God and mammon.” Mam

mon fignifieth riches. Ye cannot love God

with all your heart and mind and foul and

ftrength, and get riches. A chriftian may

give alms fo as to have and maintain a good

charaćter amongſt his neighbours, and be

accounted a charitable man, and yet not

- keep
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keep this flatute of Chriſt’s kingdom. For

it faith expreſſly, “ Lay not up for your

“ felves treaſures upon earth.” Which St.

Paul explaineth, “ I have learned in what

“ foever ftate I am therewith to be con

tent. Phil. iv. I 1. “ Let your con

verſation be without covetoufnefs ; and

be content with fuch things as ye have:

for he hath faid, I will never leave thee

nor forfake thee.” Heb. xiii. 5. “ God

lineſs with contentment is great gain ;

for we brought nothing into this world,

and it is certain we can carry nothing

out. And having food and raiment, let

us be therewith content. But they

that will be rich, fall into temptation

and a fnare, and into many fooliſh and

hurtful lufts, which drown men in de--

ftrućtion and perdition. For the love

of money is the root of all evil : which

while fome coveted after, they have erred

from the faith, and pierced themfelves

through with many forrows. But thou,

O man of God, fiee thefe things; fight

“ the good fight of faith, lay hold on e

““ ternal life. I Tim. vi. 6, &c. Covet

oufnefs is called idolatry. Col. iii. 5.

“ Take heed, faith the Lord, and beware

“ of covetoufnefs. Luke xii. I 5. “ Let

** not covetoufnefs, faith St. Paul, be once

“ named amongſt you, as becometh:
|- 66 for
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“ for this ye know, that no covetous man,

“ who is an idolater, hath any inheritance

“ in the kingdom of Chriſt, and of God.”

Eph. v. 3, 5. & 1 Cor. vi. Io. And he

writeth to the church at Corinth to exclude

the covetous from their communion. I Cor.

v. I I, &c. Coyetoufnefs is a fin, that

eafily overtaketh religious people. There

is a bias in our earthly nature to this world.

And covetoufnefs is covered with fine cloaks,

vindicated by ſtrong arguments, and called

by ſpecious names ; fo that its poifonous

quality is concealed. And if it is not car

ried to great exceſs, it giveth no offence

at all to the world ; but is rather commend

ed. “ For the wicked bleffeth the covet

“ ous, whom the Lord abhorreth.” Pfalm

x. g. Now as religious people are gene

rally fober, and induſtrious, and honeſt ;

and abſtain from ſports and polite entertain

ments and faſhionable pleaſures, and many

extravagancies, whereby they avoid expen

ces ; in a common courſe of things they

get money, and muſt grow rich, if they

difregard God’s word, by not giving alms

in proportion to their profits, which are over

and above what a reafonable provifion for

themſelves and their families requireth.

And when they begin to hoard up, then

they begin to be covetous, according to

the Latin proverb; Crefcit amor nummi

- - quan
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quantum ipfa pecunia crefcit : ( The love

of money increafeth as the money increafeth.)

He that hath nothing, hath no treaſure to

fethis heart upon: buthe thathath fomething,

hath a treaſure ; and the Lord faith,

“ Where your treafure is, there will your

“ heart be alſo.” And if a man increafeth

the treaſure, he increafeth the temptation

to covetoufneſs. The Lord ſefus faid un

to his diſciples, “ How hardly ſhall they

“ that have riches enter into the kingdom

“ of God! And the diſciples were aftoniſh

“ ed at his words. But Jefus anfwered a

“ gain, How hard is it for them that truft

“ in riches to enter into the kingdom of

“God !” (which implieth that it is hard

to have riches and not to truft in them.

See Mark x. 23, &c.) But tho’ “ Not

“ many wife men after the fieſh, not many

“ mighty, not many noble, are called : 1

Cor. i. 26. Yet fome are chofen of God

and called : “ For with God all things

“ are poſible”. To be born to be rich, or

to be an heir to an eſtate, or to become rich

by God’s good providence, is very diferent

from getting riches. The apostle Paul doth

not fay, that they that are rich, “ But

“ they that will be rich (they that will get

“ riches) fall into temptation and a ſnare,”

&c. And he faith, “ Charge them that

“ are rich in this world, that they be not

- high
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“ high-minded, nor truft in uncertain riches,

“ būtiñ the living God, whogivethus richly

“ all things to enjoy : that they do good, that

“ they be rich in goodworks, ready to diſtri

“ bute, willing to communicate ; laying up

“ in ftore for themfelves a good foundation

“ againſt the time to come, that they may

“lay hold on eternal life.” I Tim. vi. 17.

&c. But they that lay up riches, keep not

Chriſt’s words. They grow covetous, and

their hearts are drawn away from God.

They become worldly-minded, make pro

vifion for the fleſh, fall into felf indul

gence, and lofe their ſpiritual life and

ítrength. Covetoufnefs is a canker in

the foul. “ For the love of money is

“the root of all evil.” When religious

people, who perhaps were once lively in

their hearts, having had fweet fenfations

and refreſhing joys, begin to lay up riches,

they foon become dry and barren in their

hearts, and infenfibly fink into the ſpirit of

the world, and become ftupid and hard ;

becauſe they do not abide in Chrift and

obey his words : fo they err from the faith,

and in the end pierce themſelves thro’ with

many forrows. - -

, VII. But again, above and after all, o- .

bedience to the Lord’s new commandnxent

is the ſpecial fruit and effećt of the faith of

|- the
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the goſpel, and the proof or touch-ftone

whereby every man’s faith muft be tried

and manifeſted at the laft day. The bleffed

jefus in his laft difcourſe to his diſciples juſt

before his death thrice injoined this com

mandment to his people ; and it is mainly

infifted upon by all the apoſtles, as the proof

or evidence, that any one belongeth unto

Chrift. “ A new commandment, faith he,

“ I give unto you, that ye love one ano

one another. By this fhall all men know

thatye are my diſciples, if ye have love one
* « <

% 4

< 6.

This is my commandment, that ye love

one another, as I have loved you. Great

er love hath no man than this, that a man

lay down his life for his friends. Ye are

my friends, if ye do whatſoever I com

mand you.” And again, theſe things I

command you, “ that ye love one another.”

John xv. 12, &c. and 17. St. John, the

favourite diſciple, maketh faith in Chriſt,

and love to the brethren or people of Chrift,

the two chief commandments of the new

( 6

< C -

% 4

( 4

% 6

teſtament. He calleth the former, the

Father’s commandment ; and the latter,

the new commandment. “And this is his

“ commandment ( the Father’s ) that we

“ fhould believe on the name of his Son

“ Jeſus Chriſt, and love one another, as he

“ Jeſus

ther; as I have loved you, that ye alſo love

to another.” John xiii. 34. 35. Again,
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“ (Jefus Chriſt) gave us commandment.”

I John iii. 23. See alſo 2 John. He call

• eth obedience to the former, “Walking in

“the truth ; and doing righteoufneſs.”

2 John 4. and I John ii. 29. and iii. 7, 1 o.

And he maketh obedience to the latter the

proof of obeying the former. “ We know

“ that we have pasted from death unto life,

“ becaufe we love the brethren. He that

“ loveth not his brother, abideth in death.”

1 John iii. 14. And he carrieth obedience

to the new commandment fo far, as that,

“ We ought to lay down our lives for the

“ brethren.” Verſe I 6. “ But whofo hath

“this world’s good, and feeth his brother

“ have need, and fhutteth up his bowels of

“ compaffion from him, how dwelleth the

“ love of God in him ?” (This love muft

be manifefled not only in words, but in

works.) “ Let us not lowe in word, neither

“ in tongue, but in deed and in truth.”

Verfes 17, 18. St. James faith, “What

“ doth it profit, my brethren, though a

“ manfay he hath faith, and have not works ?

«º can faith fave him ? If a brother or fifter

“ be naked, and deſtitute of daily food,

“ and one of you fay unto them, depart in

“ peace, be you warmed and filled : not

“ withſtanding ye give them not thoſe things

* which are needful to the body ; what doth

* it profit ? even fo faith, if it hath not

- ““ workg
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“ works, is dead, being alone. Yea a man

“ may fay, Thou haft faith, and I have

“ works: ſhew me thy faith without thy

“ works, and I will fhew thee my faith by

“my works.” James ii. 14. &c. St. Peter

faith, “ Seeing ye have purified your fouls

“ in obeying the truth (believing the gof

“ pel) thro’ the Spirit, unto unfeigned love

“ of the brethren ; ſee that ye love one

“ another with a pure heart fervently.”

I Pet. i. 22. And again, “ Love the brother

“ hood.” I Pet. ii. 17. And above all

“things haye fervent charity among your
( 4

4.

tude of fins. Uſe hoſpitality one to ano

‘ ther without grudging. As every man

“ hath received the gift, even fo miniſter

%

“the fame one to another, as good ftewards

“ of the manifold grace of God.” I Pet.

iv. 8, 9, 1 o. St. Paul calleth this work of

faith, this obedience to the new command

ment, “ the labour of love ;” and he mak

eth it a proof of elećtion, and the criterion

to diftinguiſh the elećt from all others.

“ Remembering your work of faith, and

“ ( even the ) labour of love, and patience

“ of hope in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : know

ing, brethren beloved, your elećtion of

God.” I Theff. i. 3, 4, And, “It is

impoſſible for thoſe who were once enligh

tened, and have tafted of the heavenly
% 4 --: 1’

gift

felves : for charity ſhall cover the multi

|
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“ gift, and were made partakers of the holy

“ Ghoft, and have tafted the good word of

“ God, and the powers of the world to

“ come ;” (fo far the Apoſtle defcribeth

what is common to thoſe who believe for a

while, being enlightened and having receiv

ed the word with joy, but do not bring forth

the proper fruit of faith ; and to thoſe

who believe to the faving of the foul, be

ing regenerated and born of God; and bring

forth fruit to perfećtion.) “ If they ſhall

“ fall away to renew them again to repen

** tance ; feeing they crucify to themfelves

“the Son of God afreſh, and put him to

“ an open fhame. For the earth which

“ drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon

“it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for

“ them by whom it is drefſed, receiveth

“ bleffing from God. (So when a man that

is enlightened, continueth in Chriſt’s words,

and bringeth forth the fruits of righteouſ

nefs, he receiveth freſh bleffings of grace.)

** But that which beareth thorns and briers, is

“ rejećted, and is nigh unto curfing; whofè

“ endis to be burned.” (So willall enlighten

ed perfons be, who do not deny themfelves,

bear Chriſt’s croſs, and follow him, and do

the works of love.) “ But, beloved, we

“ are perfuaded better things of you, and

“things that accompany falvation : (Here

comes the criterion) “ For God is not un

|- “ righteous
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“ righteous to forget your work and labour of

“ love, which ye have fhewed towards his

“ name, in that ye have miniſtered to the

“ faints, and do minifter.” Heb. vi. 4, &c.

And, St. Paul exhorteth the churches to

“ provoke one another unto love, and to

“ good works.” Heb. x. 24. “ Let bro

“therly love continue. Be not forgetful

“ to entertain ſtrangers. Remember them

“ tlıat are in bonds, and them which fuf

“ fer adverfity. To do good and to com

“ municate forget not : for with fuch fa

“crifices God is well pleaſed.” Heb. xiii.

I, 2, 3, 16. “ Be kindly affećtioned one to

“ another with brotherly love : in

“ honour preferring one another : diſtribut

“ ing to the neceſity of faints : given to

“ hoſpitality.” Rom. xii. Io, 13. “ By love

“ ferve one another.” Gal. v. 13. “ Be

“ kind one to another, tender-hearted, for

“ giving one another.” Eph. iv. 32. “ Look"

“ not every man on his own things, but

“ every man alſo on the things of others.”

Phil. ii. 4. “ Put on bowels of mercies,

“ kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meeknefs,

“ long-fuffering ; forbearing one another,

“ and forgiving one another : and above

“ all put on charity, which is the bond of

“ perfećtnefs.” Col. iii. 12, 13, 14. E

very token, expreſſion, and aćt of love in

obedience to the new commandment, is ac

- F - cepta
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ceptable to the Lord. . . But thefe good

works fpring from faith in the Lord Je

fus, and are done, out of love to Chrift,

to his people, for the truth’s fake that dwel

leth in them, and becauſe they belong to

Chriſt. And this is imitating the love of

Chrift, who lived and died to fave the

church, which he purchafed with his own

blood. Thefe are the good works, which

will be remembered and recompenfed at

the refurrećtion of the juft. By the works

of true charity ſhall all men know, who

are the diſciples of Chrift : but this will

not be in this preſent world, but at the

great day. “ When the Son of man fhall

“ come in his glory, and all the holy angels

“ with him, then fhall he fit upon the

“throne ofhis glory. And beforehim fhall be

“ gathered all nations ; and he ſhall fepa

“ rate them one from another, as a fhepherd

“ divideth his fheep from the goats : and

“ he ſhall fet the ſheep on his right hand,

“ but the goats on the left. Then fhall

“the King fay unto them on his right hand,

“ Come, ye blefied of my Father, inherit

“the kingdom prepared for you from the

“ foundation of the world. For I was an

“ hungred, and ye gave me meat : I was

“thirſty, and ye gave me drink : I was

“ a ſtranger, and ye took me in : naked,

“ and ye clothed me : I was fick, and ye
6 6 vi
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“ vifited me : I was in prifon, and ye came

“ unto me.” And tho’ the righteous will

anfwer faying, “When did we fo to thee ?

Yet the King will fay unto them, “ Verily

“ I fay unto you, in as much as ye have done

“it unto one of the leaft of theſe my bre

“thren (who are fet on his right hand) ye

“ have done it unto me.” Matt. xxv. 31,

&c. For Jefus faid to his difciples, “ He

“ that receiveth you, receiveth me ; and

“ he that receiveth me, receiveth him that

“ fent me. He that receiveth a prophet

“ in the name of a prophet, ſhall receive a

“ prophet’s reward ; and he that receiveth

“ a righteous man in the name of a righte

“ ous man, ſhall receive a righteous man’s

“ reward. And whoſoever ſhall give to

“ drink unto one of thefe little ones, a cup

“ of cold water only in the name of a dif

“ ciple, verily I fay unto you, he ſhall in

“ no wife lofe his reward.” Matt. x. 4o,

&c. A righteous man meaneth a true be

liever, who is made righteous by the righte

oufnefs of Chrift : . and a diſciple is a follow

er and learner of Chrift. -

For want of the above good works will

all nominal chriftians, all formal profeſſors

of chriftianity, and all enlightened perſons,

(who ftumbled at the croſs, or refted in

impreſſions, feelings and joys, inftead of

Jefus Chrift and his righteoufnefs ; and who

2 made
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made their own experience the proof of

their being believers, inſtead of the labour

of love, the patience of hope, and the o

ther works of faith ; however highly they

thought of themſelves here, and how much

joever they might talk of faith, grace,

Chriſt, the goſpel, or experience) be con

vićted and declared to be hypocrites, and

difowned by the Lord Jefus : who will fay

unto them, “ Depart from me. For I was

“ an hungred, and ye gave me no meat :

“ I was thirſty, and ye gave me no drink :

“ I was a ſtranger, and ye took me not

“ in : naked, and ye clothed me not: fick,

“ and in prifon, and ye vifited me not.

“ Then fhall they alſo anfwer, faying, Lord,

“ when faw we thee an hungred, or athirft,

“ or a ſtranger, or naked, or fick, or in

“ prifon, and did not minifter unto thee ?

But the Lord will reply, “ In as much as

“ ye did it not to one of the leaft of theſe

“ (on the right hand) ye did it not to me.”

Matt. xxv. 41, &c.

True believers are created in Chrift Je

- fus unto good works, which God hath be-

fore ordained, that they ſhould walk in

them. Eph. ii. Io. - And altho’ fome of

God’s people bring forth more fruit, than

others of them do; yet they all bring forth

fruit ; fome thirty-fold, fome fixty-fold,

and fome an hundred-fold. And the more

good
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good works they do out of love to Chriſt, .

and in obedience to the new command

ment, the greater proof do they give, that

they belong to Chrift. “ Herein, faid the

“ Lord Jefus, is my Father glorified, that

“ye bear much fruit, fo ſhall ye be my

“ diſciples.” John xv. 8.

How doth any man manifeſt, that he

hath the mind of Chriſt, who doth not ſtudy

conformity to Chrift in heart and life ? How

doth any man manifeſt, that he is a follow

er of Chrift, who doth not endeavour to

tread in Chriſt’s steps, and to walk after his

example ? How doth any man manifeſt,

that he is a diſciple of Chriſt, who doth

not learn of him, and hear his voice in all

things whatſoever he hath commanded ?

And how doth any one prove, that he lov

eth Chrift, (and whoever doth not love him

is under the anathema, I Cor. xvi. 22.)

who doth not keep his commandments, and

do them ? “ If ye love me, faith the Lord,

“ keep my commandments. He that hath

“ my commandments and keepeth them,

“ he it is that loveth me. He that loveth

“ me not, keepeth not my fayings.” John

xiv. I 5, 2 I, 24. Whateverprofeſſion anyone

may make of chriftianity, or of being in the

faith of Chrift, no man manifeſteth or

proveth, that he is a real chriftiań or hath

- the faith of the goſpel, any further than

- - F 3 . . - his
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his life and converſation is agreeable to the

goſpel of God. St. Paul faith, “ Only let

* your converſation be as it becometh the

“goſpel of Chriſt.” Phil. i. 27. It coft

eth a perfon no labour or pains to obtain

the faith ; it is the gift of God : Yet fav

ing faith is a working faith. “ The word

“ of God effećtually worketh in them

“ that believe.” I Theff. ii. 13. The

labour of love, the patience of hope, and

a willing, hearty, and chearful, tho’ imper

fećt, obedience to all the commandments

ofGod and ſpecialfayings of the Lord Chriſt,

is. the genuine fruit, effećt and work of

faith unfeigned ; and this is the only fure

proof and evidence, that any man knoweth

the grace of God in truth, (Col. i. 6.)

or hath the faith of the goſpel. “ For the

“ grace of God that bringeth falvation

“ (or the goſpel of Chrift, which is the

“ power of God unto falvation to every one

“ that believeth. Rom. i. 16.) teacheth

“ all, to whom it appeareth, to deny un

“ godlinefs and worldly lufts, and to live

“foberly, righteouſly, and godly in this

“ preſent world ; looking for that blefſed

“hope, and the glorious appearing of the

“ great God and our Saviour Jefus Chriſt:

“ who gave himſelf for us, that he might

“ redeem us from all iniquity, and purify

“unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of

|- - “ good
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“ good works. Thefe things, faith St.

“ Paul, fpeak and exhort, and rebuke with

“ all authority.” Tit. ii. I 1, &c. Follow

“ peace with all men, and holinefs, with

** out which no man fhall fee the Lord ;

“ looking diligently left any man fail of the

“ grace of God.” Heb. xii. 14, 15. “Every.

“ tree is known by his own fruit.” Luk. vi. 44.

“Every good tree bringeth forth good fruit,

“ buta corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.

“ A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit;

“ and every tree that bringeth not forth

“good fruit, is hewn down and caft into

“the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye

** ſhall know them.” Matt. vii. 17, &c.

It is granted, that hypocrites may do

many of the above works, but not out of

charity ; “ Without which, though a man

“ beſtow all his goods to feed the poor,

“ and give his body to be burned, it pro

“ fiteth nothing.” I Cor. xiii. 3. Yet no

man hath fcriptural-ground to conclude, that

he is a true believer, who doth not perform

them out of love to Chrift in fome good

meaſure according to his ability. -

It may be remarked, that many people

either believe, or at leaft profefs to believe

the goſpel, upon the teſtimony of man.

- F 4 - And
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And as fome are jews, becauſe they were

born of jewiſh parents, and were educated

and brought up in the profeſſion ofjudaiſm:

and as others are mahometans, becauſe they

were born of mahometan parents, and edu

cated and brought up in mahometifm : and

as others are heathens, becauſe they were

. born of heathen parents, and educated and

brought up in heathenifm : fo, many are

. chriſtians by profeſſion, becaufe they were

born of parents profeſſing chriftianity, and

by them taught to believe the goſpel. This

fath standeth in the wiſdom and teaching

of rhan. It produceth a formal profeſſion

of chriſtianity without a chriftian, life and

converſation. - Thus, many receive chrifti

anity by tradition from their parents ; and

tho’ fome are civil and fober and moral,

and obſerve outward decorum, and conform

to modes and forms of worſhip; yet they

walk according to the courſe of this world,

and are in the ſpirit and temper thereof,

minding earthly things, and are overcome

by the world. Others are openly profane,

living in grofs fins; whereby they manifeſt,

that they are of the world, and that their

faith is dead.. ~ ,

Again, it hath been faid above, that

there is an external evidence for the truth

of revelation, upon the authority whereof,

a man may rationally believe, that the holy

- - - fcrip
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fcriptures are a revelation from God. The -

faith which ſtandeth upon this external e

vidence, hath a better foundation, than

that which ftandeth barely upon human

tradition. And tho” no man can under

ftand the deep things of God revealed in

the fcriptures without , the illumination or

teaching of the Holy Ghoſt : yet a man,

who believeth the fcriptures to be a divine re

velation upon the external evidence, which

God hath given to fupport their authority,

may believe, that that which is revealed in

the ſcriptúres, may be true; altho’ above his

prefent comprehenfion. Such a faith, or per

fuafion of mind, will have an effećt upon

a man, and make him pay a deference to

the word of God; may put him upon fearch

ing the fcriptures and praying for illumina

tion, and have fome influence upon his

whole condućt in life. And thoſe who

have heard the goſpel, and have had this

external evidence laid before them to believe

it ; and yet nevertheleſs oppoſe the goſpel,

will have fomething more to anſwer for to

God, than thoſe who have not. See Matt.

x. 15. and xi. 2o, &c. -

Again, there is a believing of the goſpel

upon illumination, which is attended with

joy. Such believers were the ftony-ground,

and the thorny-ground hearers of the word;

and fuch were the five fooliſh virgins. This

- F 5 faith
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faith maketh religious people, fair and

flouriſhing profeſfors, who promife well at

firft, and appear for a while very hopeful.

Thefe frequent the ordinances of God,

praćtife the means of grace, efcape the pol

lutions of the world, the grofs -wickednefs

and immorality thereof, through a know

ledge ofChrift withoutunderſtanding. Thefe

may have great gifts, feelings, impreſſions and

manifeſtations, and for a while be warm

and lively, and edify others. But in time

they manifeſt that they have not root. The

may continue in the ufe of the means, tal

of religion and of their own paft experi

ence, and give the Lord Jefus many fine

compliments in words ; but they do not

like his croſs, nor his hard fayings ; they

grow weary offelf-denial, and want a heart

to do all the good works required by the

goſpel: “ becauſe they received not the

“love of the truth, that they might be

“ ſaved.” 2 Theff. ii. Io. They do not

continue in Chriſt’s words ; they do not

abide in him ; fo they lofe their ftrength,

grow languid, infenfibly fall into the fpirit

of the world, give way to felf-indulgence,

and in the end are overcome by the love

of the world. Thefe people, while their

joys and feelings laft, are generally very

high, full of a good conceit of themfelves,

and apt to deſpife and undervalue others.

- Per·
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Perhaps they think themfelves very near

perfećtion, if not quite perfećt ; becaufe

they never knew their own deceitful hearts,

were never baptized with fire, nor falted

with falt. The Lord had neither killed them,

nor made them alive ; he had neither wound

ed, nor healed them. Deut. xxxii. 39.

Their ftrong holds offelf-righteoufnefs were

never pulled down ; their proud and vain

imaginations were never caft down, and e

very high thing that exalteth itſelf a

gainſt the knowledge of God : their e

very thought was never brought into

captivity to the obedience of Chrift. 2 Cor.

x. 4. 5. They were never broken in heart,

nor poor in fpirit or rightly humbled.

They were never yet made a willing peo

ple ; becaufe they were never yet waſhed

in regeneration, nor renewed by the Holy

Ghoſt. The Lord Jefus was never reveal

ed in them as the true God and eternal life.

They never had the full affurance of under

ftanding of the myſtery of God, of the Fa

ther and of Chrift. They did notunderſtand,

that God was in Chrift ; and that the Fa

ther and the Son are one God ; fo they

thought, that worſhipping Chrift was not

worſhipping God. They never underſtood

the goſpel ; they always had two founda

tions, connećting fomething with Chrift, in

point of acceptance. They never had the
QI1G
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one faith. Their faith was always double,

or manifold, not having one objećt, and one

fubjeći. " Tho' they feemed to be in Chriſt,

they did not abide in him ; and fo could not

bring forth fruit to perfećtion. They did

not keep the faith, and live by believing in

the Son of God ; but they lived by their

exercife of foul, or by their doings, or feel

ings, or fomething elfe than by Chrift and

his righteoufnefs alone. They made their

own experience the proof, that they were .

in the faith, inſtead of the works of faith

abovementióned. They judged and tried

themſelves by their own feelings, and im

prestions, and fancies, inflead of coming

to the touch-ftone, the law and the tefti

mony, the fure oracles of God. No won

der if fuch fall away! Their faith and hope

is not in God. Of thefe St. John ſpeaks,

“ They went out from us, becauſe they were

“ not of us : for if they had been of us,

“they would no doubt have continued with

“ us : but they went out, that they might

“ be made manifeſt, that they were not all of

us.” I John ii. 19. Enlightened per

fons were baptized by the apoftles, and re

ceived as church-members, and refpećted

as brethren, till they manifeſted the con

trary by their words, or works. Many ofthem

were afterwards born of God ; but fome of

them nevergotfurtherthan this enlightening,

way
1

x
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and fell away. Oftheſe St. Peter fpeaks, 2 Pet.

ii. I, 2o, 2 I, 22 : and St. Paul Heb. vi.

4, 5, 6, and x. 26, 27, 28, 29.

Again, there is a faith ſpoken of, where

by a man may caft out devils, remove

mountains, and do many wonderful works:

yea, a man may have the gift of prophecy,

may fpeak different languages, may un

derftand myfteries, and have great know

ledge ; he may preach doćtrines clearly,

connećtedly, furpriſingly ; and yet after all

be a caſt-away, and difowned by the Lord

Jefus. See Matt, vii. 22, 23. and I Cor.

xiii. I, 2. -

Again, there is a believing the goſpel,

which is an effećt of regeneration and the

revelation of Jeſus Chrift in the heart by

the Holy Ghoft with the word of truth, .

which hath been fet forth. This is the

faith unfeigned, which produceth a holy

life, chriftian felf-denial, bearing the crofs

of Chriſt, conformity to the Lord Jefus in

heart and life, and a willing but imperfećt

obedience to the laws of his kingdom in

the labour of love, the patience of hope,

and all the good works required by the gof

pel. This is the FAITH, which tho’it be

tried with fire, will be found unto praife,

and honour, and glory at the appearing

of Jefus Chrift. I Pet. i. 7.

Let every man examine himſelf impar

- - tially
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tially in the fight of God ; and by the

fruits thereof he may judge for himſelf of

what kind his faith is, dead or living, hu

man or divine. “ Examine yourſelves,

“ faith the apoſtle Paul, whether ye be in

“the faith : prove your own felves: know

“ ye not your own felves, how that Jefus

“ Chrift is in you, except ye be repro

“ bates?” 2 Cor. xiii. 5. By reprobates

he meaneth fuch as will not bear proof,

when they are brought to the touch-ſtone.

Such profeſſors of the goſpel as are only

counterfeits, who will at laft be difowned

by the Lord of glory as rank hypocrites.

“ He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.”

Mark iv. 9.

# st;
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I now come to treat of the Hope of the

goſpel. And I ſhall in the firſt place ex

Plain the meaning of the word Hope.

I The word hope fignifieth expećtation ;

and generally it meaneth an expećtation of

fomething good, defireable or wiſhed for ;

but fometimes the contrary. Bad hope is

an expećtation of fomething not defired

or wiſhed for. In fcripture the word hope

frequently fignifieth expećtation, and no

more. But by a Metonymy, hope fome

times fignifieth the things expećted or hoped

for ; and fometimes by a Synechdoche, it

fignifieth both the things expećted, and al

fo the expećtation of them. I ſhall illuf.

trate this by fome texts of fcripture. “ The

“hope of falvation.” I Theff. v. 8. “The

“ hope ofeternal life.” Titus iii. 7. “The

“ hope of glory.” Col. i. 27. In thefe

texts the word hope fignifieth expećtation

and no more. But in the following texts

the word hope fignifieth the things expećt

ed, the good things hoped for. , “ The

“hope which is laid up for you in hea

“ ven.” Col. i. 5. . “ Looking for that

“ blefied hope, and the glorious appearing

“ of the great God and our Saviour Jefus

“ Chriſt. Tit. ii. 13.” “ The hope of

“ Iſrael.” Aćts xxviii. 2o. (i. e. the Lord

Jefus and his falvation expećted by the

Iſraelites. See alfo I Tim. i. 1. and Heb.
Vle
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vi. 18, 19.) When the word hope ftand

eth for what many divines call the grace of

hope, it meaneth both the good things ex

pečted, and alſo the expećtation of theín.

The chriftian hope, the hope of the gof

pel, is a well-groundedexpećtation of eternal

life, and all the glory and happinefs in hea

ven. In this fenfe the word hope occurs

often. “ And now abideth faith, hope,

“ charity.” I Cor. xiii. 13. “ There is

“ one body, one Spirit, one hope, one Lord,

“ one faith, one baptiſm.” Eph. iv. 4, 5.

“ God hath given us everlafting confola

“ tion, and good hope through grace.” 2

Theſſ. ii. 16. “ If we hold faft the confi

“dence, and the rejoicing ofthe hope.” Heb.

iii. 6. - “God according to his abundant

“ mercy hath begotten us again unto a

“lively hope.” I Pet. i. 3. “That ye

“ may abound in hope through the power

“ of the Holy Ghoſt.” Rom. xv. 13.

Thus much may be fufficient to fhew the

different acceptations of the word hope,

and to afcertain the fenfe and meaning of

itin the fubjećt matter which I am now upon.

It hath been faid that every man’s hope

is of the fame kind with his faith ; for

faith is the ground of hope. Therefore if

any man’s faith befalfe, his hope is vain ; but

if his faith be true, his hope is fure. The

faith of the goſpel is the ground or founda

4 t1OIl
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tion of the hope of the goſpel, which in

my text is exprested by the things hoped

for. The hope of the goſpel is the expećt

ation of all thoſe good things reported by

the goſpel not yet feen : to be faved with

an everlafting falvation, Iſaiah xlv. 17 ; to

be with the Lord Jeſus in that place which

he is gone to prepare for his people, John

xiv. 3 ; to live in the prefence of God,

“ where there is fulnefs of joy, and plea

“ fures for evermore.” Pfalm . xvi. I 1.

As foon as any man obtains the precious

faith of the goſpel, he is aćtually and per

ſonally justified, and the hope of the gof

pel taketh place in his heart. Tho faith,

hope, and love be diftinćt, and tho’ faith

be prior in order to hope and love: yet

faith, hope, and love are equally the effećt

of regeneration and the renewing of the

Holy Ghoft, the new creation, and take

place in the foul at the fame time. God

quickeneth or regenerateth by his Spirit,

and by his word, all whom he bringeth

nto the new covenant. They are all taught

o know the Lord, the juft God and the

Baviour, the Lord their righteoufnefs. The

holy law is written on all their hearts. They

are all born of God. They are all juſti

ied, and they are all fanćtified. And all

hat are juſtified, are equally juſtified,

and once for ever. All their fins, be:
- - - - eW
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few or many, little or great, are freely and

fully forgiven, to be remembered no more.

Juſtification admitteth of no degrees; but

fanćtification doth. All true believers are

fanćtified ; but they are not all equally

fanćtified. For there are children, young

men, and fathers in Chrift. 1 John ii. 13.

They are all compleat in Chrift; but none

amongſt them all are compleat in them

felves, or perfećtly fanćtified in this pre

fent life. They are all fanćtified in all the

faculties of their fouls ; but not compleat

ly fanćtified as yet in any one of them. For

at preſent they are all in a growing ftate.

All their underſtandings are enlightened in

the knowledge of the truth ; all their wills

are in fome meaſure brought into fubjećtion

to the will of God, for they are all made a

willing people. Pfalm cx. 3. Their

hearts and affećtions are in a good meafure

purified, and they all love God and their

neighbours more or lefs ; for the moral law

is written on all their hearts. Yet there

is ignorance in all their underſtandings,

tho’ fome know more of and underſtand

the things of God better than others. All

their wills are liable to be refraćtory ; and

their hearts and affećtions may be drawn

afide from God by the creature, if not kept

by the power of God : fo that they are

ſubject to back-flidings. Some of them are

weak,

}
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weak, and others are ftrong, in the faith.

Some are more, others lefs, conformable to

Chrift. Yet all of them are conformable

to the image of Chriſt according to the

meaſure of their ftature, or growth in grace.

Rom. viii. 29. Eph. iv. I 3, &c. Some

of them bring forth more fruit, others lefs :

yet they all bring forth good fruit, lefs or

more. Some of them are more fervent in

love than others, yet they all love the Lord

Jeſus; for unto them which believe Chrift is

precious. 1 Pet. ii. 7. All that unfeignedly

believe the goſpel, have the hope of the gof

pel in fome meaſure ; , but fome are more

lively, in hope than others. As there are

degrees of faith, fo alfo there are degrees

of hope. And there is as great a difference

in degrees betwixt hope at firſt, and the

full afurance of hope, as there is in ſtature

betwixt a new born child, and a full grown

man. In holy fcripture there is mention

made of the hope of the goſpel, of good

hope, a lively hope, the confidence and the

rejoicing (kauchema, the glorying) of the

hope, and the full afurance of hope ; where

by, as I conceive, are fet forth the different

degrees of the hope of the goſpel. A good

hope is the firſt but loweſt degree of the

hope of the goſpel, and the full affurance

of hope is the higheft degree thereof. Chil

dren are naturally aſpiring, and would be

- Imen 3
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men ; but there muſt be time for it. None

of Adam’s poſterity have come into the

world, as he did, a fully formed and com

pleat man at once. His offspring grow by

degrees from childhood to youth, and from

youth to manhood. And as they grow in

ftature by degrees, fo alfo in knowledge

and underſtanding, tho’ fome grow fafter

than others in both refpećts. In like man

ner, young converts newly come to the faith,

having too much of Adam’s fallen nature

remaining in them, are apt to afpire, and

would be at perfestion, and at the full af

furance of falvation at once. But there muft

be time for it. God’s children grow unto

manhood in Chrift by degrees ; and tho’

: fome of them grow faſter than others; yet

: none of them are born fathers, or young

men, but little chiidren. It hath been al

ready remarked before, that the faith and

hope of the goſpel have by fome writers been

confounded together, as if they were but

one and the fame thing ; and what the

apostle Paul calleth the Plerophory or the

- full affurance of hope, they have called The

faith of aſſurance. They alſo maintain,

- That a particular application or appropriation

of Chriſt, a confidence or a good degree of

afurance of/alvation, is in the very nature or

effence of true faith. So that according to

them, none truly believe the goſpel, and

|- - 3 TC
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arejustified, but they who believe, that the

Christ are the free gift of God to them:

:lves in particular. Had they maintained,

hata lively hope immediately followethaf

er 4, man believeth, and is juſtified, they

would have been quite right. Or if they

had maintained, that fuch an appropriation

or afurance in fome degree is in the nature

or effence of the hope of the goſpel, they

would not have been far wide from the truth.

Some celebrated divines, whoſe fouls I truft

are now in heaven with the Lord, have

maintained the above doćtrine. Their mean

ing might be right, but they have exprefied

:: it wrong. And who is infallible ? I en

deavoured afore to ſhew, that this notion

about faith is a miftake, and I propoſed to

ſew, that no man is aftured of his eternal

: falvation upon his firſt believing the goſpel,

which is repugnant to their appropriating

doĉtrine, which is ftill maintained by fome

now living. They argue, That God in the

word of the goſpel maketh an offer of Chriſt

and his righteoufieß, as a deed of gift or

forgiveneß of fins and everlaſting life thro’

a free gift, to all indefinitely who hear the : -

goſpel ; and alſo promifeth remiſſion of fins

and eternal life ; and further, that God’s

word is a fufficient warrant to every one to

lay claim to the gift ; and that faith is a

receiving of the gift ; but then it muſt be an

ap-
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appropriating and applying faith. For mo

man is poſſeſſed of a gift till be receives

it ; but in receiving of it he obtains a ſpe

cial intereft in it, which he had not before.

That God by the word of the goſpel

maketh known to all indefinitely who hear

it, that he is well pleaſed in his beloved

Son, and that he giveth his Son, and remiffion

of fins, and eternal life, to all who unfeign

edly believe the goſpel with underſtanding,

is as furely true as God’s word is true. And

that no man is poffeffed of a gift till he re

ceives it; but that in receiving it he ob

tains a ſpecial intereft in it, is alſo true. It

is alſo granted, that no man hath Chrift,

or a fpecial intereft in him, but he that re-

ceiveth him. But then, Doth any man

receive Chriſt before he believeth the gof

pel ? Coming to Chriſt, receiving or em

bracing him, looking to him, trufting or

confiding in, relying or depending upon

him and his divine righteoufneſs, belong

to faith, and always accompany it ; altho’

they may be deemed immediate confequent

effećts of it. For no man obeyeth the Fa

ther’s commandment, “ Hear ye him,”

who doth not believe in Chrift. But no

man can favingly believe in Chrift, before he

is revealed or made known to him by the

Holy Ghoſt in the goſpel : “ How, faith

“ St. Paul, íhall they believe in him, of

“ whom
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“ whom they have not heard.” Rom. x.

14. They muft hear, and know, and un

derſtand the goſpel, or the teſtimony of

God concerning the perfon of Chrift and

the work of Chrift, before they can believe

on him or receive him. But as foon as

they believe the goſpel, they believe in

Chriſt, and receive him joyfully. Upon

believing in him, his righteoufnefs and his

whole falvation is freely given to them ;

and in believing, they obtain a fpecial in

tereft in him, which they had not before.

It is the truth of God, that he, who be

lieveth God’s teſtimony or the goſpel of

Chriſt, and believeth on Chrift, hath ever

lafting life, is paffed from death unto life,

and ſhall not come into condemnation. He

that believeth, is juſtified ; and he that is

juſtified, hath peace with God, and is be

gotten again to a lively hope. As that faith

is dead, which doth not bring forth good

works ; fo alfo is that faith dead, that is

not followed lefs or more with joy and

peace, and the hope of falvation, the hope

of eternal life, the hope of glory. For this

is the true hope of the goſpel: and the

faith and hope of the goſpel are neceffarily

and infeparably connećted together. But

then it muft be remembered, that faith is

in order before hope; for the faith of the

- goſpel

–------- - -*
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goſpel is the ground and ſupport of the

hope of the goſpel. -

Now this good hope through grace is

(as I conceive) what the divines aforefaid

meant by, (but have improperly called,) the

appropriating and applying faith, and the

appropriating aff of faith. But then, here

is a point in debate. Doth God’s word in

the goſpel either offer, declare, or pro

mife eternal falvation to every hearer of the

goſpel, or to any one hearer of the goſpel

in particular ?-----It is granted, That the

goſpel declareth, not that every hearer

thereof, but that every believer thereof

íhall be faved : and that whoſoever belie

veth on Chrift, hath everlafting life. But

then, Doth every man who believeth on

him, know affuredly at the very firſt, that

he is a true believer ? May not a man be

lieve the goſpel and be well perfuaded in

his own mind, that the goſpel is true ; and

yet doubt and queſtion, whether he him

felfunfeignedly believeth it with underſtand

ing ? Are there not different forts of hear

ers, and different forts of believers of the

goſpel ? Do not ſome hear the goſpel,

* But the word preached doth not profit

“ them, not being mixt with faith in them,”

(not being believed by them at all ?) Heb.

iv. 2. Doth not the Lord Jefus make

mention of fome, who receive the word of

the
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the goſpel with joy, and believe for a while;

but have not root, and afterwards fall a

way ? And doth he not in his own expô

fition of the parable of the fower recorded

by the evangelists fet forth the distinguiſh

ing charaćteriſticks of the right fort of be-

lievers by their underſtanding the word,

keeping the word, and bringing forth fruit

with patience ? Do not many think, that

„they believe the goſpel, who are miſtaken,

and deceive their own fouls ? If then, any.

man layeth fpecial claim to Chriſt and his

falvation, before the Holy Ghoſt fealeth

him, or beareth witnefs with his ſpirit that

he is a child of God, doth he not aſpire too

faſt ? Is he not too hafty and forward ?

But doth the Holy Ghoſt feal anyman, or

bear witnefs with his fpirit that he is a child

of God, before that man believeth the gof

pel ? Or doth the Holy Ghoſt do it upon

a man’s firſt believing, fo that he is affur

ed of his falvation ? To- maintain either

appeareth to me contradićtory to the apoſto

lick doćtrine. It is granted, that the names

of all the redeemed are written in the

Lamb’s book of life : but who on earth

hath read that book? And where is it writ

ten in the bible concerning any one now

living in this world, that Chrift hath loved

him, and given himſelf for him in parti

cular ? And doth the Holy Ghoſt reveal

G
any
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any thing to any man contrary to the writ-

ten word of God ? Are not believers ex

horted to give diligence to make their call

ing and elećtion fure ? 2 Pet. i. 1o. And

to be diligent in the labour of love to the

full afurance of hope unto the end ? Heb.

vi. I 1. Was it to the unbelieving world,

or to a pure church of Chrift gathered out

of the world, that the apoſtle Paul wrote

the epiſtle to the Philippians ? Doth it not

plainly appear from the exprefs words of

the apoftle, that he wrote that epiſtle to a

pure church of Chriſt, a church fet in or

der, having biſhops and deacons ? He doth

not direćt the epiſtle to all the people at

Philippi, but “ To all the faints in Chrift

“ Jefus, which are at Philippi, with the

“ biſhops and deacons.” He thanks God

for their fellowſhip in the goſpel, he exprefſ

eth how highly he eſteemed them, he com

mendeth their conſtant obedience : yet he

exhorteth them to “ Work out their own

“falvation with fear and trembling,” altho’

God had made them a willing people. Phil.

ii. 12. Why and wherefore are fuch ex

hortations to believers, if affurance of fal

vation be in the very nature and effence

of true faith ? Or if every man obtains it

upon his firſt believing the goſpel ? Where

then is the ground in the word of God for

this particular claim, this particular appro

pri- |
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priation, this affurance of falvation, to every,

or to any one hearer of the goſpel, before he

believethit, or upon his firſt believing of it ?

Every man that hath the faith of the

goſpel, muft alſo neceffarily have the hope

of the goſpel. But not all who have the

faith and hope of the goſpel, have either

the confidence and the rejoicing of this

hope, or the full affurance of it. The

confidence of hope muft mean a good de

gree thereof, which probably may belong

o fuch as have attained to the ftature of

loung ‘men in Chriſt, who are ſtrong in

he Lord, in whom the word of God abid-

th, and who have overcome the wicked

ne; as St. John defcribeth them. 1 John

i 14. The full affurance of hope mean

th the greateſt certainty, that a man can

ave of his eternal falvation on this fide the

rave. It may be well allowed, that all

elievers have not this affurance, that they

hall be abſolutely and for ever faved with

ut any poſſibility of their falling away.

This full affurance doth not pertain to fuch,

s are but little children ; it can only be- ,

ng to thofe, whom St. John calleth fa

hers, who are grown up unto the meaſure of

le ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. Eph.

'. , 13. Yet every new-born babe, every

ttle child of God hath good hope thro’

race. But none are fo apt to be jealous

G 2 OVCr
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over themfelves, and afraid of falling away,

as little children of God. It is a good fign

of faving grace, when a perfon is both a

fraid of finning, and afraid of falling ſhort.

Wherefoever God putteth his fear into any

man’s heart, it worketh thus. Upon the

revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, and upon

believing in him, a man may be very hap-

py and full of divine joy. He may go

on without much reflećtion about his own

ſtate, rejoicing in thé Lord; for that which

engages the attention at firft, is the new

diſcovery of God as a Saviour, a Saviour

of finners. The foul is charmed, and cap

tivated, and enamoured with Jeſus Chriſt.

The heart is warm, and well, and all alive.

Thus may a man continue for days, and

weeks, or months together. And yet af-

terwards when theſe refreſhing confolations,

or communications of the Holy Ghoſt, are

in a meaſure abated, or for a fmall ſpace

withdrawn, the man is at a lofs what to

think of himſelf. He may queſtion, whe

ther it hath not been all a deluſion. His

heart may be forely pained, and he dare

ſcarcely rely on Chriſt. He is ready to do

any thing for Chriſt; yea, he is willing to

fuffer for Chriſt, and to go after him with

out the camp, bearing his reproach. But

being yet weak in the faith, he dare fcarce

believe on him ; for he is afraid, that he is

- . wrong =
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wrong ; but he knoweth not where elfe to

go ; yet he ſtaggereth and fainteth, till he

is again refreſhed by the comforts of the

Holy Ghoſt. And indeed all believers at

firft are too apt to live by feelings, joys,

and gifts of grace, inſtead of living by the

faith of the Son of God. But the dear

Redeemer “'feedeth his flock like a fhep

“ herd, he gathereth the lambs with his

“ arm, and carrieth them in his bofom.”

Iſaiah xl. I 1. He hath a tender and com

paffionate heart ; for he is the good fhep

herd, who laid down his life for his ſheep.

John x. I 1, 17. His fheep alfo love him,

and they like very well to feel and enjoy

his love to them. “ He hath loved thern

“ with an everlaſting love, therefore hath

“ he extended his loving kindneſs unto

“them.” Jer. xxxi. 3. But they love

him, becaufe he hath firſt loved them ; and

fheddeth his love abroad in their hearts, by

the Holy Ghoſt which is given unto them.

1 John iv. 19. Rom. v. 5. Their love

to him groweth by the enjoyment of his

love communicated unto them. And as

their faith and love grow, their hope in

creafeth. And when love groweth cold,

hope languiſheth.

I ſhall now proceed to fet forth howbeliev

ers grow in grace, and by degrees attain to the

confidence, and to the full aflurance of

- G 3 hope,
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hope. And herein I purpoſe to proceed

according to the law and the teſtimony.

For altho’ every chriftian’s experience, ſo

far as it is genuine, or the inward teaching

of the Holy Ghoſt, will anfwer exaćtly to

what is recorded in the holy fcriptures, as

face anfwereth to face in a glafs : yet all

God’s people are liable to miftakes. A

man’s own experience, when it is according

to the word of God, is an evidence to him

felf, but it is no proof to others. And e

very man ought to examine and try his

experience by the word of God, and never

fet it up for a ftandard, however deep it

may be ; left he ſhould get into fancy and

delufion. There are falfe impreſſions and

feelings, as well as true ones. There is a

fpirit of error, yea many: but the Spirit of

truth is one. “ Beloved, faith St. John,

“ believe not every fpirit, but try the ſpi

“ rits whether they are of God.” I John

iv. 1. No man that is taught of God,

need to be afraid to be tried by the word

of truth. . “ Every one that doeth evil,

“ hateth the light, neither cometh to the

“ light, left his deeds ſhould be reproved

“ But he that doeth truth, cometh to the

“ light, that his deeds may be made mani.

“ feſt, that they are wrought in God”

John iii. 2o, 21. “ He that trufteth in

“ his own heart is a fool : but he that put:

- teth
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“ teth his truft in the Lord, ſhall be made

“ fat.” Prov. xxviii. 25, 26.

The Lord Jefus, whofe voice his people

hear, and whom they follow, inftrućteth

his difciples how to continue in his favour,

and to attain to great experience. “ If ye

“ love me, keep my commandments. And

“ I will pray the Father, and he ſhall give

“ you another Comforter, that he may

“ abide with you for ever; even the Spirit

“ of truth, whom the world cannot re

** ceive, becauſe it feeth him not, neither

“ knoweth him : but ye know him, for he

“ dwelleth with you, and fhall be in you.

“ I will not leave you comfortlefs ; I will

“ come to you. Yet a little while and the

“ world feeth me no more : but ye fee me :

“ becaufe I live, ye ſhall live alfo. At that

“ day ye fhall know, that I am in my Fa

** ther, and you in me, and I in you. He

“that hath my commandments, and keep

** eth them, he it is that loveth me ; and

“ he that loveth me, ſhall be loved of my

** Father, and I will love him, and will

“ manifeſt myſelf to him. Judas faith un

** to him, not Ifcariot, Lord, how is it that

“ thọu wilt manifeſt thyfelf unto us, and

“ not unto the world ? Jefus anfwered and

“ faid unto him, If a man love me, he will

“keep my words : and my Father will love

“ him, and we will come unto him, and

G 4 “ make
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** make our abode with him.” The Com

“ forter, which is the Holy Ghoft, he fhalt

“ teach you all things, and bring all things

“ to your remembrance, whatſoever I have

“ faid unto you.” John xiv. I 5, &c. And

again, “ If ye keep my commandments,

“ ye ſhall abide in my love: even as I have

“ kept my Father’s commandments, and

“ abide in his love. Theſe things have I

“ ſpoken unto you, that my joy might re

“ main in you, and that your joy might be

“ full. This is my commandment, That

“ye love one another, as I have lowed you.

“Ye are my friends, if ye do whatſoever

“ I command you.” John xv. Io, &c.

It appeareth from what I have quoted, but

more clearly from the whole diſcourſe which

the Lord Jeſus made to his diſciples juft

before his death, recorded in the thirteenth,

fourteenth, fifteenth and fixteenth chapters

of St. John’s goſpel; that he promiſed to

his diſciples, who aiready had the Spirit of

truth, and the faith : ( for they had made

confeſſion of their faith, and he had pro

nounced them clean through their believ

ing the truth which he had ſpoken unto them,

that he was the Son of God :) that in con

tinuing to believe on him, and in obeying

him out of love, and in particular, by giv

::3c; obedience to the new commandment,

hich he gave thrice unto them, they

- - ſhould
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fhould receive the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit

of truth, in another reſpećt, even as the

Spirit of adoption, as the Comforter. For

altho' the Spirit of faith or truth, and the

Spirit of adoption are both equally the ope

rations of the Holy Ghoſt ; yet they are

diftinét operations, and done at different

times. By the former, finners are taught

to know the Lord, and to believe on him ;

and by the latter, believers attain to the

comfortable and experimental knowledge of

their perſonal intereft in Chrift. But the

Lord Jefus promiſed to them further, that

he would manifeſt himſelf unto them ; and

that if they did abide in him or continue

to believe on him, which he earneſtly ex

horteth them to do, and continue to do

whatfoever he commanded them ; that then

they ſhould continue in the enjoyment of

his love, and have free acceſs to him in

prayer, and have fellowſhip with Father,

Son, and Holy Ghoſt; and that his joy

fhould remain in them, and that their joy

fhould be full : which St. Peter expound

eth to rejoice with joy unfpeakable and

full of glory. This is the confidence and

N

the rejoicing, or the glorying, of the hope

of the goſpel. And thus our Lord plainly

pointeth out the way to all his followers

to the end of the world, how to grow in

G 5 LO
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to attain to the full affurance of hope. They

are to keep the faith, and to do whatfoever

he hath commanded them ; and then they

will find, that in fo doing, there is great

reward : their fouls will be as a watered

garden.

Now tho’ it is granted, that a man up

on believing the goſpel is aćtually juſtified,

and interefted in Chrift, and hath good

hope, and hath joy and peace, which may

be very great, and continue a long time

together with fome, without almoſt any in

termiffion, tho' not fo with all alike : yet

this is but an earneft, and the beginning

of hope ; it is neither the confidence, nor

the full affurance thereof. Neither is fuch

joy a fufficient evidence or proof, that any

man is in the faith. For as joys, feelings

or impreſſions, fweet fenfations and com

forts, illuminations and participations of

the gifts of the Holy Ghoft are common to

them, that believe only for a while, as well

as to them that believe to the faving of

their fouls : to them that believe the word

without underftanding, and without the

love of the truth, as well as to them that

underſtand and believe the truth, and love

it : to them that know the Lord in a fenfe,

and efcape the pollutions of the world there

by for a time, but are again intangled

therein and overcome (2 Pet. ii. 2o. Heb.

x. 26.)

|
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x. 26.) to them who have been reputed as

brethren for whom Chrift died, as if they

had been bought and fanćtified by his blood;

(2 Pet. ii. 1. Heb. x. 29.) having been

enlightened, and having tafted of the hea

venly gift, and been made partakers of the

Holy Ghoſt, and having tafted the good

word of God and the powers of the world

to come, and yet after all this fall away :

(Heb. yi. 4. &c.) as well as to them who

are indeed bought with the blood of Chrift,

and fan&tified by his Spirit through the be

lief of the truth, and really are in the new

covenant, and endure unto the end : there

fore it requireth more proof, otherevidence,

and a further manifeſtation of the holy Spi

rit than this to evince or prove, that a man

hath the faith of the goſpel, oris a believer

of the right fort. I cannot approve the

doćtrine which fome teach, That a man

may become perfećt at once, or affured

of his falvation, by putting forth fome fort

of an aćt of faith. How the propagators

of fuch doćtrines can maintain either of

them by the word of God, I cannot under

ftand. To me they both appear quite repug

nant and contrary to the whole analogy of

faith delivered by the Lord Jefus and his

apoftles. Jefus faid, “ So is the kingdom

“ of God, as if a man fhould caſt feed into

“the ground, and ſhould fleep, and rife

|- - “ night
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“ night and day, and the feed fhould ſpring

“ up and grow, he knoweth not how. For

“the earth bringeth forth fruit of herſelf,

“ firſt the blade, then the ear, after that

“the full corn in the ear. Mark, iv. 26, &c.

I conceive that our Lord here intimateth a

growth by degrees, both in the knowledge

of him, and in the knowledge of a per

fonal intereſt in him. God generally work

eth gradually both in nature, and in grace.

We all have too much of ſelf in us ; but

none are fo apt to be lifted up, and full of

a good conceit of themſelves, as thoſe who

know leaft of their own hearts. The near

er a man cometh to perfećtion, the worfe

opinion he hath of himſelf. The great a

poſtle Paul thought himſelf to be the chief

of finners, and leſs than the leaft of all

faints. And his advice is good for all,

“ Let him that thinketh he ſtandeth, take

“ heed left he fall.” I Cor. x. 12. It hath

been remarked afore, that enlightened

people are very high : and that God

humbleth thoſe whom he bringeth into the

everlaſting covenant ; and tho' upon believ

ing they become happy ; yet they are not

apt to refiećt much about themfelves juſt

at first, whether they are juſtified, or fanćti

fied, or fealed to the day of redemption.

They are full of Chriſt, charmed and ena

moured with Chriſt ; and intent how to

pleaſe

--
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pleaſe him. , They hate fin, they long to

be holy, and to live to the praife and glory

of God. They are willing in the ground

of their hearts to follow Chrift, to deny

themſelves, and to bear his crofs ; and fo

long as they go on thus, believing, loying,

and obeying, they continue happy. If they.

hear the goſpel preached, and mention is

made, how perſons feel, when they are jufti

fied, perhaps they may think, Am I jufti

fied ? Are my fins forgiven ? But if they

hear no mention made of fuch things, they

may go on well and happily, and make lit

tle or no reflećtion about their perſonal in

tereft; but however they are very intent

to get to heaven, and they are walking in

the right way towards it, and in due time

to know affuredly that they ſhall come

thither. But if fuch fweet and fimple fouls

ceafe to look unto Jefus, and begin to be

pleaſed with themfelves and think too high

ly of themſelves, (and this is very natural ;)

or if they follow their own wills contrary

- to the will of God, then certainly there

will be a withholding of their happinefs.

Then doubts and fears will arife. And

tho’ hope abideth at the bottom, yet it is

mixt with pain, and attended with fear ;

and fear hath torment. Then in holy fear,

tho’ out of love to Chrift, but with anxie

ty of mind, fuch perſons feek the Lord.

· - They
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They pray, long, defire, hunger and thirft

after Chriſt, and earneftly endeavour to do

what may be pleafing to him. So they go

on working in fear and trembling, as all be

lievers are exhorted to do, Phil. ii. I 2. till

the Holy Ghoſt fheddeth afreſh the love

of God in their hearts, and giveth them

joy and peace in believing. Now while

believers go on thus believing and obeying,

the Holy Ghoft will refreſh their fouls ;

and every time that he ſheds abroad the

love of God , in their hearts, and filleth

them with joy, they receive a freſh pledge

of God’s love to them. Thus they get ex

perience : and experience worketh hope ;

and hope maketh not afhamed. Thus

their faith is ſtrengthened, their hope in

creafeth, their love is renewed : their hearts

are enlarged, and they are animated and en

couraged to run the chriftian race, to de

ny themfelves, to bear the croſs of Chriſt,

and to follow him; and to be ſtedfaft and

uitmoveable, always abounding in the work

of the Lord, and to be fruitful in every

good work. - - -

But if fuch happy perſons get into a

good conceit of themfelves, and be lifted

up with pride by admiring themfelves, and

as Ezekiel expreffeth it, “ Do truft in their

“ own beauty : becauſe they are decked

“ with ornaments, clothed with fine:
66 3IlCl
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“ and fed with fine flour, and hony, and

“ oil ; and play the harlot becaufe of their

“ renown :” (See Ezek. xvi.) If they be

gin to live by their experience, by their

privileges, by the promifes, or by the change

wrought in them, and the graces commu

nicated to them by the Holy Ghost, then

they turn from Chriſt. They do not abide

in him : they do not obey the truth : they

do not continue in or keep the faith ; they

do not live by the faith of the Son of God,

as poor, weak, needy finners ſhould con

ftantly do. The blood and righteoufnefs

of Chriſt is not then the only ground of

their hope, confidence, glorying and re

joicing. The fleſh and blood of Chrift is

not then their only meat and drink, the

ftay, comfort, food and fupport of their

fouls. They rejoice in themfelves, and

their glorying is vain. They get into felf

righteoufneſs and unbelief, and fo lofe their

ftrength, and are liable to fall into fin.

And it is agreeable to corrupt nature, and

eaſy to do fo. Therefore to keep the faith

in oppoſition to the felf-righteous bias,

which is natural to man, is one main part

of the chriſtian warfare. Strength to obey

the commands of Chrift floweth from be

lieving on him. The commandment to

believe on him meaneth to continue con

ſtantly

------------ ----**** -*- *** ------*****
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stantly believing on him, and to live by

what we believe of him. Without Chriſt

believers can do nothing. Hře that doth

not abide in him, or continue to believe

on him, will certainly wither. When felf

righteoufneſs or unbelief prevaileth, a man

may foon be drawn away by fome luft or

other, and overcome thereby. And felf

righteoufneſs and the love of the world

are as nearly connećted together, as faith

and felf-denial are. Thus true believers

may grieve the holy Spirit, and become

dry and miferable in their hearts. And

if then they endeavour to help themſelves

by forced working, as it is natural ; or if

they would draw comfort and fupport from

any thingof their own either within or with

out, they are not relieved. Whither then muft

they go for help ? To the atoning blood and

everlaſting righteoufneſs and ſtrength of

Christ. They can have no help till they

look again unto Jeſus. He is like the green

fir-tree, froin him is their fruit found.

“ They that dwell under his fhadow ſhall

“ return, they ſhall revive as the corn, and

“ grow as the vine.” Hofea xiv. 7, 8.

But when believers walk contrary to God’s

way, then he will alſo walk contrary unto

them, and chaftſe them. Lev. xxvi. 27,

28. For as Hany as the Lord loveth, he

rebuketh and c-accneth, when they go a

|- - |- ſtray.

*** -_- -*------ ---- - |



( 161 )

fray. Rev. iii. 19. And whoever finneth,

and is not rebuked and correćtegl for it,

hath great reaſon to fufpećt himſelf to be

a baftard, and not a fon of God. (See

Heb. xii. 5, &c. and Pfalm lxxxix. go,

&c.) And no child of God hath reafon to

expećt the Holy Ghoſt as the Comforter,

bearing witneſs with his fpirit, that he is a

child of God ; unleſs he keeps the faith,

and obeys out of love. It hath been al

ready ſhewn, that the labour of love, and .

the patience of hope, is the genuine work

of faith ; and the only fure proof, that any

one is in the faith : and that thegood ground

hearers are diftinguiſhed from the three o

ther forts by theſe three marks; They un

derſtood the word; they kept the word ; and

they brought forth fruit with patience. (See

Matt. xiii. 19 & 23. and Luke viii. 15.)

When therefore any man maketh anything,

but the blood and righteoufnefs of Chriſt,

the ground of his hope, what proof is there

that he hath the faith ? When any man

liveth by any thing elfe than by the blood

and righteoufneſs of Chrift, what proof is

there, that he is keeping the faith ? When

any man doth not continue in the labour

of love and the patiễnce of hope, paying

regard to all the laws of Chriſt’s kingdom,

and particularly to the new commandment,

by being fruitfulin good works, what proof
lS
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is there, that he is in the faith ? When any

man is living by his frames, feelings, mani

feſtations, joys, comforts, experience, ex

ercifes of foul, convićtions, diftreffes, heart

work, holinefs, duties or any thing elfe,

what proof is there, that he is then living

by Chrift or keeping the faith ? And what

proof doth a man give, that he is living

by Chrift, when he doth not obey his com

mandments? He that keepeth not his words,

doth not love him. John xiv. 24. Have

not then all thofe perſons, who reft the

evidence of their falvation upon their exer-

cifes of foul, their joys, feelings and ex

perience ; but do not bring forth the good

works required by the goſpel, which are

the proper fruits of faith, and the only

fure proof of it ; , great reafon to fufpect

themfelves to be of the number of the ftony

ground, or thorny-ground hearers, or fool

iſh virgins, that have lamps, but want the

oil ?

St. Peter exhorteth all who have obtain

ed precious faith in the righteoufneſs of

our God and Saviour Jefus Chrift, “ to

“ give all diligence to add to their faith,

“ virtue ; and to virtue, knowledge ; and

“to knowledge, temperance ; and to tem

“ perance, patience; and to patience, god

“ lineſs; andto godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs;

“ and to brotherly kindneſs, charity. Forif

** thefe ,

|
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“thefe things be in you, and abound, they

“ make you that yefhall neither be barren, nor

“ unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord

“ Jefus Chrift. But he that lacketh thefe

“things, is blind, and cannot fee far off,

“ and hath forgotten that he was purged

“ from his old fins. Wherefore the rather,

“ brethren, give diligence to make your

“ calling and elećtion fure : for if ye do

“thefe things ye ſhall never fall : for fo

“ an entrance íhall be miniſtred to you a

“bundantly, into the everlaſting kingdom

. “ of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift.”

2 Pet. i. 5, &c. - -

St. James alſo faith, “What doth it pro

“ fit, though a man fay he hath faith, and

“ have not works ?” (he meaneth the la

bour of love done in obedience to the new

commandment.) “ Can faith (fuch a dead

“ faith) fave him ? If a brother or fifter be

“naked, and deſtitute of daily food ; and

“ one of you fay unto them, Depart in

“ peace, be ye warmed and filled : notwith

“ ſtanding ye give them not thoſe things

“ which are needful to the body; what

“ doth it profit ?” What proof is there,

that fuch a one hath true faith ? He fhews

it in word and tongue, but not in deed and

truth. And fo he manifeſteth that his

faith is dead, becauſe it worketh not by

love. And afterwards he fetteth for::
I dº
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Abraham’s faith wrought with his works,

and thereby was made perfećt, or attained

to its full growth. Abraham evidenced,

manifeſted and clearly proved, that he was

a true believer, by his chearful, ready and

willing obedience to the will of God, even

when he was put to a very hard trial. Abra

ham was juſtified, when he believed the

promife, according to St. Paul’s fenfe of

justification : for St. Paul treateth of the

justification of ungodly finners before God,

and how they are made righteous. But

Abraham was proved, manifeſted, and de

clared to be juſtified; when he would have

offered his fon Iſaac upon the altar. And

this is St. James’s fenfe of justification : for

- St. James is not treating, how finners are

conſtituted or made righteous ; but how

believers, who are already juſtified, are

manifested, proved, and declared to be fo.

And the Lord Jeſus at the day of judg

ment will manifeſt and declare, who were

juſtified here, by the works of love done

to his people for his fake. Now when Abra

ham had given good proof of his faith,

God renew d his promife to him, and con

firmed it by his oath, that he would furely

blefs him. - Then God gave to Abraham

the afurance of his falvation, and of ful

filling every thing, that he had promifed

tO him. |- - |- - :

St.
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St. Paul likewife in Hebrews vi. having.

fet forth what is common to thoſe who are

enlightened and believe for a while, and

to whoſe who believe to the faving of their

fouls, being regenerated and in the new

covenant, plainly pointeth out the diference -

between them, whereby they may be di

ftinguiſhed ; and expreſsly mentioneth THE

LA B o U R o F L o v-E, obedience to the

new commandment. And he defires them

to ſhew the fame diligence in that work

and labour of love, by continuing to mini

fter to the faints for Chriſt’s fake, “ To

“the full aſſurance of hope unto the end.”

For he only fhail be faved, that endureth

unto the end ; who continueth in the

faith, and in the work of faith, the la

bour of love, and the patience of hope in

our Lord Jeſus Chrift. “ But if any man

“ draw back, my foul ſhall have no plea

“ fure in him.” Heb. x. 28.

The fame apoſtle alſo in his epiſtle to the

Ephefians, who were fealed with the holy

Spirit, makes mention of their faith in the

Lord Jeſus, and love unto all the faints.

And he prayed for them, that God would

give unto them the Spirit of wiſdom and

revelation in the knowledge of him, that

they might underſtand, and know the hope

of his calling, and the exceeding greatneſs.

of his power toward them who believe :

and

|
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and that he would grant unto them accord

ing to the riches of his glory, to bę ſtrength

ened with might by his Spirit in the inner

man ; that Chrift might dwell in their

hearts by faith ; that they being rooted

and grounded in love, might be able to

comprehend with all faints, what is the

breadth, and length, and depth, and height;

and to know the love of Chrift, which paf

feth knowledge, that they might be filled

with all the fulnefs of God. He reminds

them that they had been finners, and were

by nature the children of wrath, even as

others ; and that their falvation was of

mere grace, and not of works. But he

tells them, that they were created in Chrift

Jefus unto good works, which God had

before ordained that they ſhould walk in

them. Andhebefeecheth them to walkworthy

of the vocation wherewith they were called,

(and not as other men walked in the vani

ty of their minds, who were alienated from

‘the life of God, and paſt feeling, and had

given themſelves over to work all unclean

nefs :) and to be careful not to grieve the

holy Spirit by committing fin ; but to fol

low. Chriſt, and walk in love, and to ſhun

all fin both in thought, word, and deed :

for becauſe of fin cometh the wrath of God

upon the children of difobedience. There

fore he exhorts them to walk as children

of
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of God in all goodneſs, and righteoufneſs, -

and truth, and to prove what is accepta

ble unto the Lord ; and to be circumfpećt

and wife, and to redeem the time ; and to

perform the religious, relative, and moral

duties ; and to be ſtrong in the Lord, and

in the power of his might. “ Put on,

“ faith he, the whole armour of God, that

“ye may be able to ſtand againſt the wiles

“ of the devil. For we wreſtle not againft

“ fleſh and blood, but againſt principalities,

“againſt powers, againſt the rulers of the

“ darknefs of this world, againſt fpiritual

“ wickednefs in high places. Wherefore

“ take unto you the whole armour of God,

“ that you may be able to withſtand in

“ the evil day, and having done all, to

“ ffand. Stand therefore, (like brave fol

“ diers of Chrift) having your loins girt

“about with truth, and having on the

“breaft-plate of righteoufnefs ;” (Let the

leading truth of the goſpel, that God is

well pleaſed in his Son, be the girdle of

your loins ; and let your confidence in the

righteoufneſs of Chriſt be your breaft-plate.

Simplicity and godly fincerity, and upright

nefs of heart, are great virtues in a chrifti

an : But, “ God putteth no truft in

“ his faints :” Job. xv. 15. Neither

ſhould any of them confide in their own

yirtues. For the heart of man is deceit

ful 3
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ful ; Jer. xvii. 9. and in many things we

all offend. James iii. 2.) “ And your

“ feet ſhod with the preparation of the gof

“ pel of peace,” (Bear love and good-will

towards all men, and be ready to every

good word and work,) “ Above all, taking

“the fhield of faith, wherewith ye ſhall be

“ able to quench all the fiery darts of

“the wicked.” (Believe every word of

God, every precept, every promife, every

threatening. Truft in the Lord at all times,

let him be the ſtay and ſtrength of your

fouls, your refuge and reſting place. But

truft not in yourſelves, or in any thing of

your own ; have no confidence in the fiefh.)

“ And take the helmet of falvation, and

“the fword of the Spirit, which is the word

“ of God:” (Let the hope of falvation .

animate you ; and when ye are tempted, ;

fight your enemies with the word of God,

as the Lord Jeſus did, when he was tempt-

ed, faying, thus it is written.) . “ Praying

“ always with all prayer and fupplication

“ in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with

“ all perfeverance and fupplication for all

*« faints.” -

Chriſtians ſhould pray conſtantly, and not

faint . They ſhould pray in private, and

alſo join in the affemblies of the faints in

prayer, in thankſgiving, in finging pfalms

and hymns, in hearing the word, and in

|- - the
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the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, and

in contributing according to their feveral

abilities to the neceffity of the faints, all

which are means to attain to the full affu -

rance of hope, and eſpecially the two laft.

For in the Lord’s Supper believers com

memorate, that the Lord Jefus died for

them, that his body was broken for them,

and that his blood was fhed for the re

mifion of their fins : and in communica

ting to the neceffity of his people, they give

proof of their love to him, and of their o

bedience to his new commandment.*

St. John likewife plainly fheweth, how

believers come to know, and to be affured

or fatisfied in their own hearts, that they

are of the truth, or in the faith. “ For

“this, faith he, is the meffage that ye heard

“ from the beginning, that we ſhould love

“ one another. We know that we have

“ paffed from death unto life, becaufe we

“ love the brethren : , he that loveth not

“ his brother, abideth in death. Whofo

H eVer

* The contribution or offering uſually made in moſt

– churches at the Lord’s Supper is very proper at that time.

In the primitive church it was called facrifice, and koino

, nia, the communion or the fellowſhip. The apoſtle Paul

faith, “ But to do good, and to communicate, forget not :

“... for with fuch facrifices God is well pleaſed.” ” Heb,

xiii. I 6. See.2 Cor. viii. 4.

*
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ever hateth his brother is a murderer :

and ye know that no murderer hath e

ternal life abiding in him. Hereby per

ceive we the love of God, becaufe he

laid down his life for us : and we ought

to lay down our lives for the brethren.

But whofo hath this world’s good, and

feeth his brotherhave need, andfhutteth up

his bowels of compaffion from him, how

dwelleth the love of God in him ? My

little children, let us not love in word,

neither in tongue, but in deed and in

truth. And hereby we know that we

are of the truth, and fhall affure our

hearts before him. For if our heart con

demn us, God is greater than our heart,

and knoweth all things. Beloved, if our

heart condemn us not ; - then have we

confidence towards God. And whatfo

ever we aſk, we receive of him, becaufe

we keep his commandments, and do thofe

things that are pleafing in his fight. And

this is his commandment, that we fhould

believe on the name of his Son Jefus Chrift,

and love one another, as he gave us com

mandment. And he that keepeth his

commandments, dwelleth in him, and

he in him : and hereby we know that

he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he

hath given us.” I John iii. II, 14, &c.

From hence it appears, that believers, by

keep
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keeping the Father's commandment, which

is to believe on the name of Jeſus Chrift;

and by obeying the new commandment,

not in word, but in works ; attain the

teſtimony of their own heart or confcience,

that they are of the truth : herein alſo they

have the fure teſtimony of the word of

God, whereby they are to try and judge

themfelves. And the Holy Ghoſt, as the

Comforter, will be given to them, by whoſe

teſtimony they will know and be fatisfied,

that they are children of God. For altho’

believers ſhould have the teſtimony of their

own confciences tried by the word, and

thereby have rejoicing in themfelves : yet

they would not be quite fatisfied without

the teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt, who

fealeth them, and beareth witnefs with their

fpirits, that they are the children of God.

(See Rom. viii. I 5, 16. Eph. iv. go.)

From what hath been faid, it may be

concluded, that the affurance of hope, the

fure knowledge of falvation or of a man’s

perſonal intereft in Chriſt, ſtandeth on the

teſtimony of a man’s own confcience tried

by the word of God, and on the fure tefti

mony of the word of God, the marks and

proofs laid down in the holy fcriptures ;

and on that which crowneth the other two,

the fure teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt as

the Spirit of adoption, or the Comforter,

H 2 who

- –=<------



( 172 ) ·

|

who fheddeth abroad the love of God in

thé heart, filleth it with divinejoy and peace,

and fometimes with a joy that is unfpeakable

and full of glory. And thus believers a

bound in Hope through the power of the

Holy Ghoſt. Rom. xv. I 3. And the way

whereby they attain to the full affurance

of hope, is plainly enough pointed out by

the Lord Jeſus and his apoſtles.

Now if any man would try himſelf by the

word of God, and examine himſelf, whe

ther he is in the faith ? Let him firſt weigh

and confider well, in what he believeth, or

by what he hopeth to be faved? Ifhe hopeth

to be faved by his own worth or works,

either in whole or in part, then his

foundation is not according to the fcriptures... :

But if upon ferious examination he findeth,

that he maketh Jefus Chriſt his only found

ation, and that his whole truft, and confi-

dence is in him and in his blood and righte

oufnefs only; this foundation is according

to the fcriptures. In order then to try whe

ther this is indeed his faith, let him weigh

and confider well, what influence and ef

fećt it hath upon his heart and life ; and

whether it produceth the fruits of righte

oufnefs ? Ānd herein he muſt try himſelf

by the fcripture-evidence, the fruits of faith,

which have been fet forth. Let him exa

mine, whether he hateth and fonks: }

· WIlĆ
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whether he denieth ungodlineſs and world

: ly lufts, and liveth foberly, righteouſly,

and godly; whether he loveth the Lord

Jeſus, and out of love to him is willing

to deny himfelf, and to bear the croſs, and

# to follow him in obedience to the will

ir of God in all things whatfoever he hath

::: commanded : and whether he loveth the

people of God, not in word, but in Deed,

and in truth ?

It is granted, that upon ſtrićt examina

tion a man may be afhamed and confound

ed to find that he comes fo much fhort of

his duty, and is fo little conformable to

the holy Jefus ; and yet he may have the

teſtimony of his confcience, that it is the

purpoſe and defire of his heart to pleaſe

God, and that he doth not love fin, or al

low of it ; but that he doth willingly, tho’

imperfećtly, obey the Lord, and hath re

# ſpećt to all his fayings, and doth bring

* forth good fruit, and is ready to ferve the

e people of God out of love to Chriſt. The

a apoſtle Paul faith, “ Let every man prove ,

: “ his own work, and then fhall he have

“ rejoicing in himſelf. But if a man think

“eth himſelf to be fomething, when he is

“ nothing, he deceiveth himſelf” ( Gal.

vi: 4, 3.) . As every man certainly doth,

who thinketh himſelf to be a believer, when

his converſation is contrary to the goſpel

« H 3 |- of
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of Chriſt, and his faith neither overcometh

the world, nor worketh by love.

But if upon examination a man hath the

verdićt of his own confcience, that he doth

believe in the Lord Jefus, and that he hath

love to the people of God, and is ready to -

ferve them as he hath opportunity and a-

bility ; and yet nevertheleſs is not fatisfied

about his own perſonal intereft in Chrift,

then let him continue in the faith, trufting

only in Jefus Chrift, drawing all his hope

of falvation from the blood and obedience

of Chriſt ; and let him go on in the ſtrength

of Chriſt, obſerving and obeying all things

whatſoever the Lord Jeſus hath command-

ed, and in due time he will receive fatis-

faćtion, if he fainteth not. The Spirit of

God will bear witnefs with his fpirit that :

he is a child of God. This appeareth

plainly from the following words of the

Lord Jefus. “ Then faid Jefus to thoſe

“ Jews which believed on him, If ye con

“ tinue in my word, then are ye my dif

“ ciples indeed ; and ye ſhall know the

“ truth, and the truth fhall make you free.”

John viii. 3 I, 32. |- -

It may be obſerved, that although I de

ny, that any man is affured of his eternal

falvation before he believeth the goſpel, or

upon his firſt believing it ; yet I maintain

that
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that a living faith canhot be without a live

ly hope and fervent charity in fome meaſure

or degree. As foon as any man believeth

the goſpel unfeignedly with underſtanding,

the Hope of eternal life ſpringeth up in his

heart, and he findeth reft unto his foul in the

Lord Jeſus. As the body without the ſpi

rit is dead, as faith without works is dead,

fo alfo is that faith dead, which is not ac

companied or followed with a good Hope

of being faved through grace.

Be it alſo obſerved, that I have limited

no time, how long it is, or how long it .

muft be, before any man is fealed by the

Holy Ghoſt after he believeth the goſpel.

This dependeth upon the good pleaſure of

almighty God. Obſerve alfo, that the fol

lowing words, which have been quoted,

“ In whom alfo after that ye believed, ye

“ were fealed with that holy Spirit of pro

“ mife,” ( Eph. i. 13. ) are not literally

tranſlated. There is no word in the ori

ginal for after : but the paffage is well tranf

lated according to the analogy of faith,

which is a good rule both for tranſlating

and expounding the holy fcripture. The

greek words literally rendered are, “ In

* whom alſo having believed ye were fealed

H 4 “ With
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“ with that holy Spirit of promife.”* The

words literally tranſlated prove, that the

Ephefians believed in Chriſt, before they

were fealed by the Holy Ghoſt, as the pro

miſed Comforter or the Spirit of adoption.

- The apoſtles believed in the Lord Jefus,

and were justified, before our Lord’s death,

for he himſelf pronounced that they were

clean : (John xiii. 1 o.) but they them

felves did not receive the Holy Ghoſt as

the Comforter, till after our Lord’s re

furrećtion ; and they were ignorant of the

nature of his kingdom till the day of Pen

tecoſt. ( See John xx. 19, to 3o. Aćts

i. 6. -

But further, I allow that the very firft

time that the Holy Ghoſt fealeth a believer,

or beareth witneſs with his fpirit that he is

a child of God, that then he may fay in

truth at that time, that Chrift hath loved

him, and given himſelf for him. But tho’

a believer can fay fo at that time ; yet while

he is weak in faith, and neither grounded

- 11O1'

——— == ==

| * The very fame greek word which in this pastage is

tranſlated after that ye believed, occurs in Heb. iv. 3,

and is there tranſlated have believed : “ For we which

“ have believed, do enter into reſt.” I conceivé that all

true believers enter into reft immediately after they have

believed. And they have good hope and an earnet in their

hearts, but are not yet affured, of their eternal falvation.
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nor fettled in the faith, nor confirmed in

the hope of the goſpel, doubts and fears

and fufpicions may arife after that, when he

is not under the refreſhing confolations of

the Holy Ghoſt. Nevertheleſs, the founda

tion of God ftandeth fure ; the Lord know

eth them that are his : the fealing on God’s

part remaineth firm and fure : but the be

liever is not fully fatisfied about it in his

own confcience. And from hence arife his

doubts and fears ; which do him no harm ;

but ferve to quicken him to give diligence,

to make his calling and elećtion fure.

But when a believer abideth in Chrift,

and Chriſt’s words abide in him, and hecon

tinueth to go on thus diligently and faith

fully, then by repeated experience of the

love of God fhed abroad in his heart by

the Holy Ghoft, he will become very live

ly and ftrong in the hope of the goſpel.

Ánd after the Holy Ghoſt, having fealed him

to the day of redemption, hath confirmed

him in the hope of the goſpel, by power

fully bearing witnefs with his fpirit that he

is a child of God, fhedding the love of God

abundantly abroad in his heart, filling his foul

with the peace of God which paffeth all

underſtanding, and with joy unfpeakable

and full of glory ; thenceforward he will

hardly be troubled with any more doubts

about his eternal falvation, unleſs he back

H 5 flideth
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flideth fhamefully, or falleth into grofs fin ;

whereby he grieveth the holy Spirit exceed

ingly, and deſperately woundeth his own

conſcience, and thereby cometh under the

fore diſpleaſure and heavy chaftifement of

almighty God. ... In fuch cafes the Lord may

fend upon a believer wonderful and great

plagues, and of long continuance, and

fore fickneffes, and of long continuance.

Yea, the Lord his God may give him a

trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and

forrow of mind. And his life fhall hang in

doubt, and he ſhall fear day and night,

and ſhall have none affurance of his life.

In the morning he ſhall fay, Would God

it were even : and at even he ſhall fay,

Would God it were morning, for the fear

of his heart wherewith he ſhall fear. So

that he ſhall be mad, for the fight of his

eyes which he ſhall fee. (See Deut. xxviii.

I 5, &c. ) , And generally great pride of

heart, or a high and haughty ſpirit, goeth

before fuch a dreadful fall.

But he that walketh humbly, walketh

furely. He that abideth faithful, ſhall a

bound in Hope. And by repeated enjoy-,

ment his love will be perfećted. And per

fećt love caſteth out the fear of coming

fhort. I John iv. 18. “ To be carnally

“ minded is death ; but to be ſpiritually

“ minded, is life and peace.” Rom, viii.

|-
6.

––––-*----– 3 -----
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6. Therefore all true believers, who con

tinue ftedfaſtly in the faith, and give dili

gence in the labour of love, and in a chear

ful obedience to all the commandments of

Chrift, ſhall walk under the light of God’s

countenance; they will go from ſtrength

to ſtrength ; they will make their calling

and elećtion fure ; they will experimentally

know the truth, and thereby be made free ;

they will attain to the glorious liberty of

the fons of God. Such will have the tefti

mony of their own confcience, and the

teſtimony of the word of God, and the

teſtimony of the Holy Ghoft bearing wit

nefs with their ſpirits, that they are the

children of God.

I ſhall here point out fome miftakes.

. Thofe writers and preachers, who main

tain that the affurance of falvation, the af

furance of Hope, cometh by a direćt aćt

of faith, or by an appropriating aćt of faith,

or by any other fort of an aćt of faith,

are miftaken : for the aflurance of Hope,

the affurance of eternal falvation, cometh

by no aćt of faith, but by the teſtimony

of a believer’s own conſcience, and by the

teſtimony of the word and Spirit of God,

as hath been fet forth. - -

Again, The one faith, which is the faith

of
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of the goſpel, is not a faith of doćtrines.

A man may have the one faith, and be

a happy man ; and yet ignorant of fe

veral of the doćtrines contained in the

fcriptures. But every believer ought dili

gently to fearch the fcriptures, and to pray

that his underſtanding may be enlightened

in the knowledge of the things of God.

St. Paul faith, “ Brethren, be not children

“ in underſtanding ; but in underſtanding

“ be men.” I Cor. xiv. 2o. And it is alſo

written, “ That the foul be withoutknow

“ ledge, it is not good.” Prov. xix. 2.

But a man may have a faith of doćtrines,

and not have the one faith. A man may

hold a fyftem of doćtrines clearly and con

nećtedly, and yet be an unconverted man : he

may be aftrenuous advocate for the doćtrine

of particular redemption, and yet he him

felf may prove to be a reprobate at laft.

Some are more apt to judge and condemn

others for their ignorance, than to judge

themfelves, and to examine, whether they

themfelves are in the faith. It is to be

feared, that fome make the doćtrine of e

lećtion their foundation, inftead of Chrift

and his righteoufnefs ; and becauſe they be

lieve the doćtrine of elećtion, they conclude

that they are elećted. But this may prove

to be a fatal error to them.

Again, fome writers and preachers lay

down
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down fo many ſteps and ſtages of conviétion;

and ſpeak of fo many different forts of aćts

of faith, for which they have no authority

in the word of God, that they greatly per

plex the minds of ferious people. But this

is not the worft of it. Such doćtrine hath

a tendency to teach people to eſtabliſh their

own righteoufnefs, and to turn away their

minds from the atonement made by the

blood of Chrift, and from his everlafting

righteoufnefs. For ferious perſons, when

they hearfuch doćtrine, will be very apt toex

amine and fearch into themfelves, whether

they have gone through fuch exercifes of

foul, and whether they have put forth fuch

aćts of faith ; and if they think that they

have not, they will be perplexed and dif

treffed to no purpoſe ; but if they think

that they have, then, unleſs God prevents

it, they will be ready to build upon fuch

things, which may be nothing but their

own workings or fancies ; and#:: thence

they will be apt to draw hope that they are

right, and ſhall be faved ; and fo may get

into agood conceitof themfelves to their own

lofs and damage. But whoever derives his

hope of falvation from any other fource than

the blood and righteoufnefs of Chrift is in

a great error.

Again, The doćtrine of a finlefs perfećti

on, which fome have warmly maintained by
WT1t
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writing and preaching, is another error,

which hath a two-fold evil tendency. It

oppreffeth and greatly diſtreffeth awakened

perſons, who feel the corruptions of their

own finful nature, and yet long to be holy,

and groan for deliverance ; and it fetteth

them (when they are perfuaded to believe

it) upon a felf-working and wreſtling to at

tain it, inftead of going to Chriſt as poor

and helplefs finners as they feel themfelves

to be, and hoping only in his mercy. But

this is not the worſt evil. For, the eye of

the Lord is upon them that fear him; he

knows when to proclaim liberty to the cap

tives, and to open the prifon to them that

are bound. It doth the moft miſchief to

thofe, who think that they have attained it,

and really believe that they are perfećt : it

filleth them with vain imaginations, and a

very good conceit of themfelves. And no

wonder, if fuch ſhould fall into grofs fins,

and ftrange delufions. This doćtrine is re

pugnant to the whole analogy of faith. St.

John the favourite diſciple wrote his firft

epiſtle to the churches ; not to the uncon

verted world, but to the believers, as ap

peareth from this paffage. “ Thefe things

** have I written unto you that believe

“ on the name of the Son of God.” I John

v. 12. Yet he faith to them, and he ranks

himſelf amongſt them, “ If we fay that

“ we

- ----== == ----– – – – –
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“ we have no fin, we deceive ourfelves,

“ and the truth is not in us. If we con

“fefs our fins, he is faithful and juſt to

“ forgive us our fins, and to cleanfe us from

“ all unrighteoufnefs.” I John i. 8, 9. He

that hath ño fin, hath none to confefs, or to be

forgiven:So he hath no need topray any more,

as the Lord Jefus taught his difciples to pray,

“ Andforgive us our debts.” Matt. vi. 12.

| Butit would be well for fuch perſons to weigh

themfelves in the ballanceofthe fanćtuary, to

examine themfelves by the moſt holy law

of God, and confider well, whether they

fulfil every jot and tittle of it in thought,

word, and deed. If they offend in one

point, they are finners: and God’s command

mentis exceedingbroad. (See Pfalm cxix. 96)

Again, there are fome men, who were

once enlightened, and tafted of the hea

venly gift, and received the good wordofGod

with joy, and efcaped the pollutions of the

world for a while, but afterwards grew

lukewarm, and were again entangled by

the world and overcome : yet they fupport

themfelves by their paft experience, and

by the doćtrine of final perfeverance, and

hope that they ſhall do well at laft. But

their hope may prove to be the vain hope

of the hypocrite, that ſhall periſh. And it

certainly will, unleſs they are rouſed out of

their ſpiritual lethargy. For men may ex

perience

----****-->-*-
------ -
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perience all that fuch perfons have experi

enced, and yet nevertheleſs be unregene

rated, and never brought into the everlaft

ing covenant. The five fooliſh virgins

were enlightened, and made a great pro

feffion of religion ; perhaps they might

think themfelves to be elećt of God, and

the favourites of the Moſt High ; and ne

ver queſtioned their intereft in Chrift; be

caufe they took it for granted, that their

feelings and impreſſions and joys were fuf.

ficient proof and evidence that they be

longed to Chrift. But they went down to

the grave with a lye in their right hand

(Iſaiah xliv. 2o) and never found out their

fatal miftake, till the door of heaven was

fhut upon them. , Awake, ye that flumber,

if ye be in Chrift; arife and trim your

lamps. “ Watch, (and be ready) for ye

“ know neither the day nor the hour where

“ in the Son of man cometh.” Matt.

XXV. I 3.

Again, true believers are too apt to i: by

other things, than by Chrift alone. This

is a praćtical error, which hath worfe ten

dencies than we are foon aware of It is

the duty of every believer to keep the faith,

and conſtantly to live by believing in Chriſt.

This feems to fome to be a very little mat

ter, ſo they give little attention toit; they al

moſt overlook it. But it is a momentous

Ilat
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matter, a leffon that is not foon nor eaſily

learned. Man fell by unbelief; and he is

flow of heart to believe what God hath

fpoken. Luke xxiv. 25. To keep the

faith in oppoſition to the natural propen

fity which is in us all to live by our own

righteoufnefs, or fomething of our own, is

the principal part of the chriftian warfare.

It is like the pendulum in a clock, which

moves all the wheels ; and if the pendu

lum floppeth, then the whole clock ſtands.

All our ſtrength to obey flows from believ

ing in Chrift. He that abideth not in

Chrift, is caft forth as a branch, and is

withered. He that abideth in him, bring

eth forth much fruit. John xv. 5, 6. The

apoſtle Paul both did, and fuffered a great

deal for Chriſt; and he had extraordinary

gifts, and uncommon experience ; yet the

greateſt thing; that he faith of himſelf at

laft, is this, “ I have kept the faith.” 2

Tim. iv. 7. There is but one bread which

God hath provided for his children to live

by. And the bread of God is He, who came

down from heaven, and giveth life to the

world. His fleſh is meat îndeed, and his

blood is drink indeed. - He that eateth his -

fleſh, and drinketh his blood, dwelleth in

him, and He in him. He that eateth of

this bread, ſhall live for ever. (See John

vi.) . But he that liveth by any thing elfe,

erreth



( 186 )

erreth from the faith, and will hurt his own

foul. Whoever then refteth on, and liveth

by his frames, feelings, manifeflations,

joys, comforts, experience, exerciſes of foul,

heart-work, inward or outward holineſs,

works or duties, by the precious promifes,

by doćtrines, or even by what affords the

greateſt fatisfaćtion to a child of God, I

mean the teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt bear

ing witneſs with his fpirit that he is a child

of God, is then erring from the faith, and

ftraying from the right path. For Chriſt

is the believer’s reſting place, and his pro-

per food is the blood and righteoufneſs of

Chriſt, by which alone he ought to live.

“ I rejoiced greatly, faith St. John, that I

“ found of thy children walking in truth,

“ as we have received a commandment from

“the Father.” 2 John 4. By walking in

truth he meaneth keeping the faith, con

tinuing in the faith, believing in Chrift and

his righteoufneſs, and living thereby. For,

“ This is his (the Father's) commandment,

“ that we ſhould believe on the name of his

“ Son Jefus Chrift. I John iii. 23. And

again, “ Thefe things have I written un

“ to you that believe on the name of the

“ Son of God ; that ye may know that

“ye have eternal life, and that ye may be

“ lieve on the name of the Son of God”

1 John v. 13. To have an experimental
know
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knowledge of eternal life, to be aflured of

being faved with an everlaſting falvation,

is a very great blefling, and a cordial to

the foul. But he that hath it, ought not to

live by that ; but by Chrift. All the hea

venly frames, fweet fenfations, manifeſtations

of God’s love, all the joys and comforts,

which are the gifts of the Holy Ghoft, are

all and each of them valuable bleffings, for

which God’s people ſhould be thankful, and

whereby they ſhould be animated to run

with patience the race fet before them; but

they ſhould not live by them ; but by Chrift.

Every impreſion, every moving of the ho

ly Spirit within a man ; and whatever

the Spirit worketh in the heart, is good and

precious work. . All God's people are holy:

for without holinefs no man fhall fee the

Lord : Heb. xii. 14. - All the works and

duties of believers, which are done in faith

and love which is in Chrift Jefus, are plea

fing to God. , All the doćtrines revealed in

the book of God ought to be regarded and

believed. The precious promifes are re

corded for the comfort and encouragement

of God’s people in trials and temptations,

and when they are under the croſs of Chrift.

And believers ſhould ufe the word of God,

the promifes, threatenings, and precepts

thereof, as the Lord Jefus did when he was

on earth. Believers alfo ſhould confcienti

ouſly
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ouſly obferve all the ordinances and all the

means of grace appointed by the Lord, and

they ſhould earneftly feek the Lord’s face

and fellowſhip with him in the performance

of them all. But believers are not to make

a Chrift of any of thefe things, nor to live

by them ; but by Chrift himſelf.

I hope the reader will underſtand my

meaning ; and not run from one extreme to

another. I caution believers to take heed

that they do not live by any thing done

in them, or done by them, or by any blef.

fings or gifts of grace which they have re

ceived : for if they do, it will turn their

minds from Chrift, and lead them into felf

ifhnefs and pride and vain glory, and the

end of it will be lofs and ſhame. . I exhort

them to look unto Jefus, the author and

finiſher of our faith, and as needy and de

pendent creatures to hang on him, and to

live by him, by believing in him and what

he hath done ; and chearfully and with all

their heart to ferve him by giving obedience

to all things whatſoever he hath command.

ed. By beholding him they will be langed

into his image, from glory to glory, by the

Spirit of the Lord. (2 Cor. iii. 18. They

will neither be barren nor unfruitful in the

knowledge of the Lord. The... s will

be as a watered garden. I mair - :hr:

... Jiving faith cannot be without a lively

- hope,
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hope. A religion without feeling is a life

lefs religion. Believers ſhould by no means

be careleſs and indifferent, whether they

continue in Chriſt’s love, whether they walk

under the light of God’s countenance, and

have fellowſhip with Father, Son, and Ho- .

ly Ghoft, or not. It ought to be the daily

care and concern of every child of God,

how to walk and to pleafe God, that he

may feel and enjoy much of God’s prefence

in his heart. He that goes on drily, and

is empty in his heart, and doth not earneft

ly feek the Lord’s face, hath a cold heart

towards the Lord Jeſus. He hath good

reafon to fufpećt, whether all be right and

well between him and his Redeemer. Read

the fong of Solomon, and there you may

fee the heart and affećtions of the church

towards the bridegroom. “ Let him kifs

“ me with the kifes of his mouth : for thy

“ love is better than wine. Becaufe of the

“ favour of thy good ointments, thy name

“ is as ointment poured forth, therefore do

“the virgins love thee. Draw me, we will

“ run after thee : we will be glad and re

“ joice in thee, we will remember thy love

“ more than wine : the upright love thee.

“ As the apple-tree among the trees of the

“ wood, fo is my beloved among the fons.

“ I fat down under his fhadow with great .

“ delight, and his fruit was fweet to my

“ tafte.
*
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“ tafte. He brought me to the banquet

“ ing houfe, and his banner over me was

“love. Stay me with flaggons, comfort

“ me with apples ; for I am fick of love.”

St. John faith, “ If we walk in the light,

“ as God is in the light, we have fellowſhip

“ one with another, and the blood of Jeſus

“ Chrift his Son cleanfeth us from all fin.

“ And thefe things write we unto you, that

“ your joy may be full.” I John i. 7, 4.

The Lord Jefus faid, “ I am the bread of

“ life, he that cometh to me ſhall never

“ hunger; and he that believeth on me,

“ (continueth believing in him) fhall never

“thirft.” John vi. 35. And he faid, that

his Spirit ſhould be in his people, “A well

“ of water fpringing up into everlafting

“ life.” John iv. 14. And the Lord faith,

“ Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye

“ that which is good, and let your foul de

“ light itfelfin fatneſs.” Ifa.lv. 2. “There

“ fore with joy ſhall ye draw water out of

“the wells of falvation.” Ifa. xii. 3. The

Lord Jefus would have his people to abide

in him, and to obey him chearfully, and

to continue in his love and be happy. “ Thefe

“things, faith he, have I ſpoken unto you,

“ that my joy might remain in you, and

“ that your joy might be full.” John xv.

II.

I ſhall
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I ſhall now proceed to ſpeak more large

ly and particularly of the things hoped for,

not yet ſeen. I have already ſpoken of the

bleffings confequent upon believing the

goſpel : and in fetting forth, how believers

attain to the full aſfurance of hope, I have

fhewn, that there is an increafe of their

happinefs, provided that they keep the

faith, and chearfully do whatſoever Chriſt

hath commanded them. For, “ Great peace

“ have they which love God’s law.” Pfal.

cxix. 165. And, “ Thus faith the Lord

“thy Redeemer, the holy One of Iſrael, I

“ am the Lord thy God which teacheth

“thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the

“ way that thou ſhouldeſt go. O that thou

“ hadft hearkened to my commandments !

“then had thy peace been as a river.”

Iſa. xlviii. 17, 18. For the Lord will

keep him in much peace, whoſe mind is .

ſtayed on him : becauſe he truſteth in the

Lord. Ifa. xxvi. 3. But believers at pre

fent are in a ſtate of warfare ; therefore

they muſt not expećt abſolute and uninter

rupted happineſs on this fide the grave.

In the Lord Jeſus they may have peace ;

but in the world they muft expećt tribu

lation. John xvi. 33. The apoſtle Paul

obferveth with regard to his own experience,

that after he had been caught up into pa

- radiſe.
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radife, “ Left he ſhould be exalted above

“ meafure through the abundance of the

“ revelations, there was given to him a thorn

“ in the fleſh, the meflenger of fatan to

“ buffet him, left he ſhould be exalted a

“ bove meafure.” 2 Cor. xii. I, &c. Af

ter very great bleflings and extraordinary

joys frequently follow great trials and temp

tations. David in his proſperity faid, “ I

“ fhall never be moved. Lord, by thy

“ favour thou haft made my mountain to

“ ſtand ſtrong.” But his next words are,

“ Thou didft hide thy face, and I was

“ troubled.” Pfalm xxx. 6, 7. When a

believer is full of joy, he is in a happy

frame : but he is not perhaps at fuch times

the ftrongeft, or in a fituation, which is

moft fafe from temptation. When a be

liever is poor in fpirit, very low in him

felf, and deeply fenfible of his own weak

nefs and unworthinefs ; altho’ it caufeth

fome pain and fmart of heart unto him,

and maketh him to pray earneftly and to

cry to the Lord, yea, to hunger and thirft

for freſh fupplies of grace; yet he is then

ftrong, and in a growing ſtate, and in a

good fituation. The apoſtle Paul faith of

himſelf, “ When I am weak, then am I

“ ſtrong.” 2 Cor. xii. 1o. But in my

opinion, a child of God is in the very beſt

and fafeſt ſtate, when his heart being warm

ed,
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ed, and melted, and enamoured with the

love of the dear Lamb of God, he is alſo

at the fame time humbled in the duft, and

bowed down with fhame, under a fenfe

his own poverty : fo that he blufheth to

think, that fuch grace ſhould be fo freely

given to fuch a poor and unworthy crea

ture. For then he cometh neareft to the

heavenly ftate, wherein the redeemed are

repreſented as cafting down their crowns

from a fenfe that they did not deferve them;

and yet at the fame time with hearts glow

ing with love and gratitude, and tranſport

ed and raviſhed with joy, fing, “ Worthy

** is the Lamb that was flain, who

“ hath redeemed us to God by his blood.”

But God’s people in this prefent world ex

perience different frames or ſtates. They

have here joys and confolations, and alſo

croffes and temptations. However God

maketh all things work together for their

good. Rom. viii. 28. They have good

things at prefent, and e’er long they will

have better things; but they will have their

beſt things at laft. -

“It is appointed unto men once to die.”

Heb. ix. 27. And the hour of death is

an awful feafon. “ But the righteous hath

“hope in his death.” Prov. xiv. 32. For,

“ Precious in the fight of the İ: is

** the death of his faints.”, Pfalm cxvi. I 5.

- I The
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“ The fting of death is fin :” I Cor. xv.

56. But when fin is pardoned, the fting

of death is taken away. Death entered

into the world by fin ; and death paffeth

upon all men, for that all have finned :

Rom. v. 12. - Sin reigneth unto death :

but death will put an end to fin in the

children of God. All believers do not die

in the fame triumphant manner ; yet when

they walk through the valley of the fha

dow of death, they ſhall fear no evil : for

the Lord is with them, his rod and his

ftaff they comfort them. Pfalm xxiii. 4.

And, “ Blefſed are the dead which die in

“the Lord, from henceforth : Yea, faith

“the Spirit, that they may reft from their

“ labours ; and their works do follow them.”

Rev. xiv. 13. At death there will be a

full end of all their croffes, all their temp

tations, all their trials, and of all their fin

ful corruptions. The good angels will

carry their fouls into Abraham’s bofom,

And, “ There the wicked ceafe from trou

“ bling : and there the weary be at reft.”

Job iii. 17. -

In the feparate ftate their fouls will be

at reſt. There they will enjoy the fweet and

comfortable fellowſhip of their brethren in

Chrift, who lived, and died before them.

Fellowſhip with the people of God is a com

fortable refreſhment in this imperfeći ſtate;

then

1=Mamma=a--

|
m.



( 195 )

then it will be more pure. There they will

be free from forrow : there it will be

better with them than it was here : ' and

there they will contentedly wait in hope of

better things to come.

|- St. John in the Revelation faith, “ And

“ a voice came out of the throne, faying,

: “ Praife our God, all ye his fervants, and

“ ye that fear him, both ſmall and great.

“ And I heard as it were the voice of a

“ great multitude, and as the voice of many

“ waters, and as the voice of mighty thun

: “ derings, faying, Alleluia:for the Lord God

“ omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and

“ rejoice, and give honour to him : for the

- “ marriage of the Lamb is come, and his

“ wife hath made herfelf ready. And to

“ her was granted, that ſhe ſhould be array

„ “ ed in fine linen, clean and white : for the

“ fine linen is the righteoufnefs of faints.

“ And he faith unto me, Write, Bleffed are

“ they which are called unto the marriage

“ fupper of the Lamb. And he faith unto

“ me, Thefe are the true fayings of God.”

Rev. xix. 5, &c. And again, St. John

faith, “ And I faw thrones, and they fat up

“ on them, and judgement was given unto

“ them : and I faw the fouls of them that

“ were beheaded for the witneſs of Jeſus,

““ and for the word of God, and which had

“ not worſhipped the beaft, neither his image,

I 2 “ nei
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“ neither had received his mark upon their

“ foreheads, or in their hands ; and they

“ lived and reigned with Chriſt a thouſand

“ years. But the reſt of the dead lived not

“ again until the thouſand years were finiſh-

“ ed. This is the firſt refurrećtion. Blefied

“ and holy is he that hath part in the firſt

“ refurrećtion : on fuch the fecond death

“ hath no power, but they ſhall be prieſts :

“ of God, and of Chrift, and ſhall

“ reign with him a thoufand years.” Rev.

xx. 4, &c. I know that fome men fay, that

the firft- refurrećtion is to be underſtood in

a fpiritual fenfe : but if fo, why not alſo

the fecond ? But, “ There fhall be a refur- |

“ rećtion of the dead, both of the juft and |

“ unjuft.” Aćts xxiv. 15. “ And they |

“ that have done good ſhall come forth un- |

“ to the refurrećtion of life ; and they that |

“ have done evil, unto the refurrećtion of

“ damnation.” , John v. 29. And thoſe {

thathave done good, and are not recompenf .

ed here, ſhall be recompenfed at the refur |

rećtion of the juft. (See Luke xiv. 12, &c.)

How, or where, or when, this glorious

reign of Chrift ſhall be, I do not fay. But !

I believe that there will be fuch a ftate, be

cauſe it is revealed in the fcriptures. And |

this is one of the good things to come, not

yet feen. It may be prefumed, that this |

will be as happy a ſtate at leaft, as Adam |

had

* ** * * --
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had before he fell, if not better. For the

fecond Adam, the Lord Jefus, will be

there in perfon among his people. And

the people of God will have better things

then, than they have now in this preſent

world. ' >

Another good thing hoped for at the re

furrećtiön is, That the preſent vile body

fhall be changed, and faſhioned like unto

the glorious body of the Lord Jeſus Chrift.

Phil. iii. 21. “ For this corruptible muft

“ put on incorruption, and this mortal muft

“put on immortality. So when this cor-

“ ruptible fhall have put on incorruption,

“ and this mortal fhall have put on im

“ mortality, then ſhall be brought to país

“the faying that is written, Death is ſwal

“ lowed up in vićtory. O death, where is

“ thyfting? O grave, where is thy viếtory?”

I Cor. xv. 53, &c. Thenceforward the

faints will have no more ficknefs, nor for

| row, nor crying, nor pain, nor mifery, norgɔ 3 y,

plague, nor death.

Again, when the day of the Lord ſhall

come ; “ In the which the heavens fhall país

“ away with a great noife, and the elements

“ íhall melt with fervent heat, and the earth

“ and all the works that are therein fhall

“ be burnt up :” 2 Pet. iii. 1o. “ When

“ the Lord Jefus ſhall be revealed from

“ heaven with his mighty angels, in fiam

I 3 “ ing
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“ ing fire, taking vengeance on them that

“ know not God, and that obey not the

“goſpel of our Lord Jefus Chriſt : who

“ fhall be puniſhed with everlafting deſtruc

“ tion from the prefence of the Lord, and

“ from the glory of his power; when he

“ íhall come to be glorified in his faints,

“ and to be admired in all them that believe:

2 Theff. i. 7. &c. “ When Chrift fhall

“ appear, then fhall his people alfo appear

“ with him in glory.” Col. iii. 4. The

day of judgment will be a day of honour

and triumph to the people of God : but to

the wicked it will be a day of horror and

dreadful difmay. They will wiſh for the

rocks and mountains to fall on them to

hide them from the face of him that fit

teth on the throne, and from the wrath of

the Lamb : for the great day of his wrath

is come ; and who ſhall be able to ſtand ?

Rev. vi. 16, 17. But the people of God

will lift up their heads, and fing for joy of

heart. “ Lo, this is our God, we have

“ waited for him, and he will fave us :

“this is the Lord, we have waited for him,

“ we will be glad, and rejoice in his falva

“ tion.” Ifa. xxv. 9. Then will the Lord

God take away the rebuke ofhis people, and

wipe away their tears. He will pronounce

and declare them juſt and blefied. He will

make mention to their praife of their works

of

|
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of love done for his name’s fake. He

will confeſs them to be his people before

angels, men, and devils. He will give

them crowns of glory. He will grant un

to them to fit with him in his throne. Rev.

iii. 21. “ Know ye not, faith St. Paul,

“ that the faints ſhall judge the world ?

“ Know ye not that we ſhall judge angels ?”

I Cor. vi. 2, 3. (See Matt. xix. 28. Luke

xxii. 29, 3o.) Thefe indeed are wonder

ful things, and extraordinary. How much

better will it then be with the people of

God, thanit is at prefent ? Here they meet

with hatred, fcorn and contempt from men ;

there they will receive praife, honour and

glory from God. Then fhall the righteous

ftand in great boldnefs before the face of

fuch as have reviled and perfecuted them,

and made no account of their labours ;

and their enemies will be terribly confound

ed before them; as it is finely fet forth in

the fifth chapter of the wiſdom of Solomon.

Thefe things are not yet feen, but hoped

for at the glorious appearing of the great

God and our Saviour Jefus Chrift.

At this moſt glorious day of triumph the

Lord Jefus, the King of glory, will give

his people poffeffion of the heavenly inhe

ritance, faying, “ Come, ye blefied of

“ my Father, inherit the kingdom pre

“ pared for you from the foundation of the

I 4 “ world.”

|
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“ world.” Matt. xxv. 34. Then there

will be an eternal feparation made betwixt

believers and unbelievers. Then, “ The

“ fearful ( all who were afhamed of Chrift

“ and his words through fear of man ) and

“ unbelieving, and the abominable, and

“ murderers, and whoremongers, and

“ forcerers, and idolaters, andallliars (all that

taught any other way of falvation than by

Jestis Chrift : for St. John faith, “Who

** is a liar, but he that denieth that Jeſus

“ is the Chriſt ? 1 John 'ii. 22.) fhall de

“ part, and go away into everlafting puniſh

“ ment, prepared for the devil and his

“ angels, and have their part in the lake

“ which burneth with fire and brimftone :

“ which is the fecond death.” (See Rev.

xxi. 8. Matt. xxv. 41, 46.) But the

righteous fhall go away with fongs of praife,

and everlaſtingjoy upon their heads, andenter

into eternal life, and into the joy of their

Lord. Then will faith end in fight, and

hope in fruition. For there will be ful

nefs of joy, and pleaſures for evermore,

Then will the Lord Jefus fulfil the pro

mife which he made to his diſciples before

his death, “ I go to prepare a place for

“ you. And if I go and prepare a place for

“ you, I will come again, and receive you

“ unto myſelf, that where I am, there ye

“ may be alfo,” John xiv. 2, 3. There the ,

faints
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faints ſhall behold the glory of their Lord ;

and fhall fee his face ; and íhall ever be

with him. (See John xvii. 22, 24. Rev.

xxii. 4. I Theff. iv. I 7.)

But how ſhall I find words to fet forth

that heavenly ſtate ; that inheritance incor

ruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not

away ; (1 Pet. i. 4.) that exceeding and

eternal weight of glory ; (2 Cor. iv. 17.)

that eternal life, which is to be the reward

of the moft meritorious work of Jefus Chriſt;

that kingdom, which God hath prepared

for his beloved Son ? When the apoftle

Paul was caught up into paradife, he heard

unfpeakable words, which it is not lawful

for a man to utter. (2 Cor. xii. 4.) How

indeed can words exprefsthofe things, which

God hath prepared for them that love him,

which eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, nei

ther have entered into the heart of man !

1 Cor. ii. 9. The good pleafuie of God

refteth on his beloved Son, in whom his

foul delighteth, whom he hath appointed

Heir of all things. What reward then will

he beſtow upon him for that moſt perfećt

obedience unto death, wherewith he is well

pleaſed ? Undoubtedly, the greateſt reward,

the greateſt glory, and the greateſt happinefs

which God Almighty can give. The hea

vens declare the glory of God ; and the fir

mament fheweth his handy-work. We fee

- his
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his wifdom, and power, and goodnefs, and

majeſty by the things which he hath made

in this preſent world. But we neither fee,

nor know, what he can do. The creation

of this world, and all the wonderful works

of God, which have been, now are, and

hereafter ſhall be to the end of time, are

only an apparatus for the glorious kingdom

of Chrift. The prophets have ſpoken great

things of it. , (See Daniel vii. 9, &c. Ifa.

lxv. 17, &c.) The glory and honour of

the nations íhall be brought into it. (Rev.

xxi. 26.) The good land of Canaan, and

the kingdom of Iſrael was a type of it. But

the kingdom of Iſrael, even in the days of

Solomon in the very height of all his glory,

was but as a twinkling ftar to the fun, when

compared with the everlafting kingdom of

Jefus Chrift. -

Had Adam ftood and never finned, he

would have lived thereby, and would have

enjoyed this world in its paradifical ftate to

gether with the favour and friendſhip of

his Creator. But he could not have merit

ed any thing more. For it is the bounden

duty of every creature to do the will of

God in its place and order in the creation :

and no creature can merit of God. The

holy angels, which have ftood faithful, con

tinue happy, and enjoy the favour qf God

in their order in the creation ; but they

AFC

|

|



( 2o3 )

are not intitled to that happinefs and glory,

which is the reward of the righteoufnefs of

God manifeſted in the fleſh. For “ Chrift

“ took not on him the nature of angels,

“ but he took on him the feed of Abraham.”

Heb. ii. 16. The holy angels worſhip the

Lord Jefus, and ferve him now in the affairs

of his church ; for they are miniſtring ſpi

rits fent forth to minifter to the heirs of

falvation. (See Heb. i. 6, 14) They re

joice at the converſion of a finner. (Luke

xv. Io.) , And they learn by the church

the manifold wifdom of God. (Eph. iii.

1o.) And they will not be lofers, but

gainers, by the wonderful work of man’s

redemption : for they will know more of

God, and have a nearer acceſs to him, than

they had before. The rays of the Deity

which were before intolerable ( for God

dwelleth in light which no man can ap

proach unto. 1 Tim. vi. 16.) are now

qualified through the humanity of Chriſt.

And the angels, being fubjećted and put

under the Lord Jefus as the Head of the

whole creation, will probably be thereby

preferved and fecured from falling, and con

firmed in their happy ftate for ever. (See

Col. i. 2o. and Eph. i. 1.o.) For theyjoin

with the church triumphant in giving praife

and adoration to the Lamb that was flain.

(Rev. v. I I, 12.)

But
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But what is moſt amazing and furpafſeth

thought (for who could have conceived it,

if it had not been revealed ? ) is, that man,

who in his firft and perfećt ftate, was made

lower than the angels, and who forfeited

his happineſs, and utterly ruined himſelf

by difobedience, ſhould be exalted above the

angels, and have the neareft acceſs to God.

For where Chrift is, there alſo is the church

his bride to be : and the glory which he

hath, his fpoufe alſo will have. John xvii.

22, 23, 24. O the breadth, and length,

and depth, and height of the love of Chrift

to his church, which paffeth knowledge !

O the unfearchable riches of God’s grace

given to finners in Jefus Chrift, and for his

fake only ! The faints of all creatures will

indeed have the greateſt reafon everlaftingly

to love, and praife, and adore their dear

Redeemer. Well may they caft đown their

crowns and fing, Worthy is the Lamb !

The Lord Jefus faid unto his difciples,

“Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo.” John

xiv. 19. Once he died to put away fin by

the facrifice of himſelf; but he rofe again ;

“ And behold, he is alive for evermore,

“ amen ; and hath the keys of hell and of

“ death.” Rev. i. 18. Therefore the faints

fhall live for ever, and fhall be with the

Lord Jeſus for ever ; where they will be

happy, compleatly happy, always happy,

UlIl"
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uninterruptedly happy : they will be filled

with all the fulnefs of God. Therefore

they will be abſolutely and moſt perfećtly

happy to all eternity. This is the Hope of

the goſpel. -

Well might the apoſtle Paul fay, “Yea

“ doubtlefs, and I count all things but

“ lofs, for the excellency of the knowledge

“ of Chriſt Jefus my Lord.” Phil. iii. 8.

To know Chrift is to be wife unto falvation ;

for it is eternal life. John xvii. 3. Solo

mon defcribes Jefus Chrift under the cha

raćter of Wiſdom, and introduceth him

fpeaking, “ Unto you, Omen, I call, and

“ my voice is to the fons of man. Now

“therefore hearken unto me, Oye children:

“ for blefied are they that keep my ways.

“ Hear inftrućtion, , and be wife, and refuſe

“it not. Bleffed is the man that heareth

“ me, watching daily at my gates, waiting

“ at the pofts of my doors. For whoſoever

“ findeth me, findeth life, and ſhall obtain

“ favour of the Lord. But he that finneth

“ againſt me, wrongeth his own foul ; all

“they that hate me, love death.” Prov.

viii. 4, 32, &c. And it is written, “ Hap

“py is the man that findeth wifdom, and

“the man that getteth underſtanding. For

“ the merchandife of it is better than the

“ merchandife of filver, and the gain there

“ of than fine gold. She is more precious

* - “ than
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“than rubies: and all the things thou canft

“ defire, are not to be compared unto her.

“ Length of days is in her right hand: and

“ in her left hand riches and honour. Her

“ways are ways of pleaſantnefs, and all

“ her paths are peace. She is a tree of

“ life to them that lay hold upon her; and

“ happy is every one that retaineth her.”

Prov. iii. 13, &c. “ Wiſdom is the prin

“ cipal thing, therefore get wiſdom : and

-“ with all thy getting, get underſtanding.

“ Exalt her, andfhe ſhall promote thee: ſhe

“fhall bring thee to honour, when thou

“ doft embrace her. She ſhall give to thine

“ head an ornament of grace : a crown of

“glory ſhall ſhe deliver to thee.” Prov.

iv. 7, 8, 9.

Now to the Lord Jeſus Chrift, the Prince

of the kings of the earth, who hath on his

head many crowns, and a name written

that no man knoweth but he himſelf: to him,

by whom all things were made, and with

out whom was not any one thing made that

was made : to him, by whom all things

confift, who is King of kings and Lord of

lords : to him, the Lamb once flain, who

is head of his body the Church, which he

purchaſed with his own blood ; who now is

exalted to the right hand of the majeſty

on high, and is the appointed Heir of all

|- things ;
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things; who as the Son of man now reigns

before his ancients gloriouſly, on the mount

Sion in the midft of the feven golden can

dleſticks : whofe head and whoſe hair are

white like wool, as white as fhow ; and

whofe eyes are as a flame of fire ; whoſe

feet are like unto fine brafs, as if they burn

ed in a furnace ; and whoſe voice is as the

found of many waters; who hath in his

right hand feven ftars ; out of whoſe mouth .

goeth a fharp two-edged fword, and whofe

countenance is as the fun fhining in his

ſtrength : to him with the Father and the

Holy Ghoft be bleffing, and honour, and

glory, and power for ever and ever. Amen.

Grace and peace be with all in every na

tion under heaven, who love the Lord Je

fus Chriſt in fincerity. Amen.

- F I N I S.
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