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that flone, (ball be broken : but orn wosmbvever 1t [hall fall,
1t ﬂm/f g?'z'?m’ bim to pawa?r. Wherefore cither let 1S
fall upon it by oar imbecility and wealinefs, by denying
ourfelves, and fo be broken, or elie he will breai: us
for ever in his ftraight jadgment.  Dut it is better hyt
we fall upon it, than that it fall UPOn Us 5 Upon tiss
foundation Chrift faith m the text, Ao man can csme 73
me, except the Father avbich Fark Jent me, drazv i -
and 1 a.ill raife bim up ar the (aft day.  Now he whom
the Father draweth not, {hall furely periih ; it 15 alfo
concluded that he which cometh not to this Son, f{hall
be damned for ever. He is the cnly Son given unto us,
which mayv fave us, without him there is no {alvation ;
if he help not, our cafe is moft miferible : Of him
Leter allo {peaketh, to the fame effeét, in the .9, of
the Arottles, Cnap. 4. 11. This is the flone avhich avas fet
Rt nought of you builders, avhich is become the fead of the
correr. INcither 1s there ‘_/é’z/f'.:..'m‘:‘mz 172 any other ____/‘3;" there
15 none ofher name under heawen grven a.wgo;zg ren, cvkerchy
we muff be javed. Whither would our divines 1nid
ichoolmen turn themfelves here, 1vhich have taught us,
that by many works we muft attain unto righteoutnefs ?
Here is that high mafter, Ariflotle, confounded, who
hath taught us, that reafon endeavoureth to do the befi
things, and is always ready o the better ; but this Chriil
doth here deny, for unlefs the Father poflefs and draw
us, we fhall perifh for ever.  Here 21l men muil canfefe
their imbecility and flownefs to good things ; if {o be
that any perfwade himfelf that he is able to do any
good thing by his own ftrength, truly he hath reproved
Chrift of falfhood, and with great arrogancy, prefumeth
to come to heaven, altho” he is not drawn of the Father
Wherefore, where the word of God is in his courfe,
and foundly preached, what{oever things are high and
great, 1t cafteth them down, it maketh all mountains
even with the vallies, and overthroweth all hills, as the
Prophet I/aiah faith ; that all hearts hearing the word
may defpair of themfelves, otherwife they cannot come
unto Chrift.  The works of God are {uch, that while
they kill they make alive, while they condemn they
iave ; as Hannah, the mother of Samuel, fingeth of the
T .ord
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Tord, 1 Saw. 2. 6. The Lord Filloth, and mobeth alroe,
be bringettr down io the grave, and Cringeth up.  The Losd
mateth pooy, and maleth rich i he éf-z}ztgez‘,’f' [0, and /7 /-
eth up.  Wherefore, 1f a man be thus iiriclen of God
in his heart, that he acknowledgeth himieif {100 a one
2s ought for his fins to be condemned, he furciv 13 even
thot very man whom God by his word hath liricken,
ard DY this {troke hath faltencd upon lum the bond of
his divine grace, whereby he draweth him, that lLe may
rrovide for his foul, and have care of him. Ho couid
firft find with himfelt no help nor couniel, neither did
he with for anv, but now he hath found the fpecial
confolation ard promife of God, which is after this
ort © Laery one that asketh, receivetd © and o thar Jrek-
ett, findeth : and to bim that bnocketh, it (hall ks 9/ ened,
Zlat. 7. 8, DBy fuch a promife man is more and more
Lifted up in mind, and conceiveth a creater truft and
confidence 1n God ; for as {oon as he heareth that this
1s the work of God alone, he defireth of God, as at
the hand of his merciful Father, that he wil] vouchiafe
to draw him. If {o be that he be drawn of God unto
Chrift, undoubtedly that alfo thall come unto mm,whereof
tie Lord maketh mention here, namely, that he will
raife him up at the laft day ; for he laveth hold on the
word of God, and trufteth in God, whereby he hath
a certamn teltimony, that he is he whom God hath
drawn, as Fohx {uith in his firlt Epifile, chap. . 10. s
tirat Gelicueth on the Son of God, hath the f‘r:;.:z'fr:_;_;,fff 17 PD1ijt
Jeif. Flereupon it muft needs follow, that he is taught
of God, and in verity now knowcth God to he no
other, but a helper, a comforter, and a Saviour. Hereby
15 1t now manifell, that if we believe, God will be no
other towards us but a Saviour, heiper, and oiver of all
felicity, who requireth and asketh nothing of us, but
will only give and offer unto us, as he himfelf faith
unto f/rae/, Plal. 81. 19. I am the Lord thy God avbich
brought thee out of the land of Egypt : open toy mouth
wide, and Iacill fllit, Who would not love fuch a
God, which theweth himfelf gentle and loving unto us,

and offereth {o readily his grace and goodnefs ? They
ihaH




248 Of Salvation ov Chrift alone.

fhall not be o2ble to clcape the fevere and cteirnal jud s
ment of God, which do unadyvifedly weglect fo oreat
grace, as the epiltle to the Helreacs fuith, It they thae
tranfgrefled the law of Alo/es, efcaped not anpun:fhed,
but died withoat mercy, how much more cricvous {hall
{sod punifh them, which count the blood of the telta-
ment as an unholy thing, and tread und.r foot the Son
of God ? O how diligent is St. Pawn’ in all his epiftios to
teach nhow the knowledge of God may rightly be con-
ceived ¢ O how often doth he wifh increcie in the know-
ledge of God? as it he would fuy, If ve only knew
and underftood what (God 15, ve thonld then be e -

"T'hen ye would love him, and do il thines that are ap.

proved of him. T'hus e faith, Coloil 1. . /e d ust
ceafe to pray Jorovou, anl fs ;/?/;;,/Z‘f‘c;" POt o ,’."‘IE;; A Z*f‘_ff ol
witn tre Rnazeledre of bis will, fic ail <o o cnd ipiiteal
underflandiny.  That ye miglt coalt wwortly of tlhe Lord
anto all plew/ oz, being fraitfel in ez ery gosd averk, and
,iﬁcreaﬁﬂg 1 the ff*m-‘z.u/&{ge of (z0d ; gff'é‘?‘?k{ff/.?h’ﬁzl ars b oall
gight, according to lis gloriows powcer, unts all parience
and fafzg-:ﬁ{iff?ring TIE D .‘,?‘:y_f;"/'{}zfﬁz.’f? s Grony tharks unts the
| fdfber, whbich bath wmade ws =ect to be perrtiters of the 1=
peritance of tre [aints in light ¢ And Plal. 119, 34.
David fath - Groe »ee underlianding, ard I /hall RECP

f-éj /ﬁt,u} .J,E‘:?’ ]J/E?ﬂ/z CL/{/{;} -:_;’.f? z'f t—:.{;-;‘r/;'; f:j '}.‘ "_E {-;Jfr'}ﬁ/g /{?féz}‘!‘

Fa ]

And thus ye have out of the firit {entence of this text,
that the krowledge of God doth come from the father,
{t1s needful, that heluy the firlt flone in our building,
otherwife we thuall labour in vamm. Bur that is done
thus, God fendeth uuto us preachers whom he hath
taught, and provideth that his will be preached unte us,
Furit that all our Ife and condivion, although it have a
fair thew and be holy outwardly, 1s of no efiimation
before him, vea, is abhorred and loatiied of him. And
this 1s callea the preaching of the law ; afterward he
maketh grace to be preached unto us, to wit, that he
will not have us utterly condemned and caft off, but that
he will receive us in his beloved Son, and not fimply re-
ceive us, but alfo make us heirs in his kingdom, yea,
and Lords over all things which are in heaven and

carth, T'his now is called the preaching of grace or of
the
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the golpel 5 and all this is of God, which raifeth up and
{endeth forth preachers. 'T'his Sto Pau/ fienificth, when
he faich thus, Rom. 1o, 17, F.ith is by bearin o, and lcar-
ing by theavora of (4. "Thisalio the words (Jf the LLord
menn here n the oolpel, when he {aith, Jf ic avpitten in
the Prophets 5 and they (hall be all ta: w/; of God. Lz ery
nan thererore toadt bath heard, and /'m‘/: Learsicd cf the

Father, cometh unto me.  Nuot that any man rath Jeein the
Sather fave be auiich 1 of (rod, he hath Jeen the Fother.
When as we hear the firtt preaching, thut is the preach.

mg of the law, how we are condemned with o1 our
works, then man fighed unto God, and knoweth ros
what to do, his conicience 1s evil and fearful, and e¢x-
cept aelp fhould come 1 time, he thould defpuir tor e-
ver.,  wWheretfore the other pxcachmg) muit not bc long
deferred, the gofpel muft be preached unto him, and tlu,
way unto Chrift muft ve thewed, whom God hath given
unto us a Mediator, that throuc?h him alone we may
be {aved, by meer grace and mercy, without all our
own works and merits. Then the heart i1s made joyful,
and hafteth unto {uch grace, as the thirfty heart ranneth
unto the water. Dawid h’ld anotable feeling hereof, when
ne faid thus, P/al. 42. 1. As the hart panteth after the wa-
fep-brooks, /J panteth ﬂ{}? Joul after thee, O God. My fon!
thivfleto for God, for the tdving God. When therefore
a man comcta to Chrift, through the-gofpel, then hear-
eth he the voice of the Lord Chrift, which ftrengthen-
eti the knowledge thiat God hath taucht him, to wit,
that God 1s nothing clfe bat a Saviour nbounding with
cgrace, who will be tavourable and mercifal to all them,
which call upon him i his Son. Therefore the
Lord fuith morcover, John 0. 47, VFerily, werily,
I Jay unto you, He Zmz‘ believeth on me bath evcr-
laft ng ife. Tam that bread of life. Your fathers did
eat manna in the quildernels, and are dead. This is the
bread awbich cometh dowwn from heawen, that a man may
eat thereaf, and not die. A am the living bread, «which
came dswwn from beaver 5 if any man eat f‘ this bread, bz
thall I ueﬁw ever, and t/Jﬁ bread that T avill give, 15 my
Sflefh, abich £ wz// givve for the life of the aor /d. In thefe
words
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words the foul findeth a table drntily furnithed, where.
by it may flack all hunger ; for it knoweth affurad]y
that he that {peaketh thefe words cinnn: he  Wihere-
fore if 1t commit it {e!f conf:dentlv unto him and cloqve
to the word, it refteth upon o

rmyoand fo departeth ot
from this goodly table.  I'Lis 1s thar furpers, to e

preparing whercof, the heavenly Father killed his osen
and fatlings, ard hath bidden vs silunto s,

e ]ivis‘:ij
bread whercof the L.ord here
'

. is Chriit
himfelf, whereby we arvefo fod ;5 i e ] y hold ko of
a morlel of this bread in our hearts, and Leep ir, ue
fthall be fitisiied for cver, nerther con v

2 ever be rloed
from God

VIoreover, {uch an CHLING 15wt ¢l
but to belicve in the Lopd Chritt, that | $

N2 15 A Unto
us of God as St. Puy/ faith, 1 Cor, 1. il rio e

ouinels, fan't firation, and el vipliun.  Me that eoverh gf
1515 bread jFall live for ever. Wherefore Ly and by after

the text, when the Jeavs were ar contention uhodr his

words, he {aith, /] erily, ey, I fry unto vou, Lixcept ve
1%-,;_ - . . _/

&at 1oe 25 of the Son of  man and drink his L1557 e Lave
716 /{fé 1n v od, Nis D2/5 eaterh my fletb and  drinfet ) 277y
olood bath cternal (172, and I awill raile bin up at the laf?
dzy. Moanna, which the fithers did eat in the defert
{as Chriit here :aith} could not fave from death, but this

bread malieth us inmortal ; if we believe in Chrift,
death thall rnot hure us any thin

g atall, ves, thereis ne
more deatl.,  This the [ .ord meaneth by thefe words in
another place, where he faith to tne Fexws 3 Ferily,
%‘f?‘f{}’, sz?z): m;z‘g‘_mu, j/‘ 2 /RN 4 ,*f‘ar",;! m_y-,--’}?yfm b ..,//"1‘;‘!‘?
nevtr jec dears, John §. ST. wWicreatiscortam char he
ipcaketh of ilie word cf fith r 1l of the oolvel.  But

] ) .
O etn monliop

-

E.‘}I) ' PRURS
fome men niay {av, that the aoly dic notw s hitanding,
for Abrabam and rthe holy rrophess sre dead. as the

Fews {aid unto mim, I onfwer, The dews f chrifans
1 ounly a fleep, as the {cripture alfo commailt caileth it
¥or a chriftian tafteth and feoth no de.wth, that is. he
hath the feeling of no death. Ior this Saviour Jetus
©hnift, in- whom he believeth, liath overcome death, that

afterwards he fhould not fee] or tafte it, butdeath is un-
‘2@ um only a paffuge and gate to life, as Chrift himfelf
o Wil-
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witnefleth, Fobn 5. 24. Ferily, werily, I fay unto you, He
that beareth my avord, and bolicveth on bim that fent me,
bath everlaiing life, and /ball not come into condeinnation -
but is pajjed firom death unto life.  Whercfore the life of
a chrifian 15 merry, and on every fide replenithed with
joy, and the vokeof Chrilt cafy and fweet.  Dut that
it {feemeth heavy and grievous unto us, this is the coufe,
for that the father hath not yet drawn us ; hercapon it
cometh to pafs, that we tuke no pleafure thercof, nei-
ther 1s the gofpel comfortable unto us.  If {o be that
we wouaid L up the words of Chrift well i our heart,
they would be unto us an exceeding comfort.  And thus
ye nhave heard how we muft feed on this bread which
came down from nceaven, that is, on the ILord Chrift,
to wit, by tarth, which we then do wlien we believe
1in him, th.t ae 1s our S.aviour. ! he wnole chapter out
of which tii. rext s tuken, commendeth untd? us no-
thing elfe but fpritaal meat.  For when the multitude
followed Chhritt, that rhey might again eat and drink,

wiich the Lord himfelf fignifieth, hc taketh occafion of .

=

he corporal meat which they fought, and almoft through
the whole chapter {peaketh of {piritual meat, as he f{aid,
e cvords avbich I [peak are [pirit and life.  VWhercby he
would fignify, thut he therefore fed them, that they fhould

chieve in him ; and as they did eat the bodily meat, {o they
ougat alio to fecd of tiie {piritunl.  FHere let us wergh
and m:r this, that the Lord doth fo gently and oraci-
oully cpply himdelfio ue, and offer himielf in {uch oentle
words, thet it ought vorthily 10 move our hearts, to
believe in him, to wit, that that breand was therefore
given for us, inafmuch as it wzs behoveful, that he fhould
tafte death, and fuffer hellith pains 5 Alfo fhould bear
fins which he never had commutt-d, os though he had
committed them, and had been liis cwn 3 and he did
alfo the fume willingly for our fukes, and took us as
brethren and fiillers. This if we believe, we do the

will of the heavenly father, which is nothing elfe but

to believe in his Son, and fo be faved. As Chritt him-

{elf f::litjl a_little before : Chis 15 the avilf (_:f him tbafﬁ’ﬁf

me, that every one which feeth the Son, and believeth on
wir, meay have everlafiing life. It row therefore ap-

pearcth,



.. , that he that hath fach doth the will of God,
and cateth of this heavenly bread, as St. Augufline {aith,
What doit thoy Prepare thy mouth ? believe, and thoy
ha{t ecaten.  OF this {pirituak fupper the whole | CAY
Teltament freaketh, bt cfpecially in this place of Fafn.
The ficramenr of Chriit’s body and blood IS a certain
Colinmon s and pledge of this trye {fupper, whercby we
OCUOIt 10 lirenethen our fath, and to be AMlured, el
this Dody and this blond, whereof we feed in the ficia-
ment, acliveredh us Som fin, death, fatan, and all evil.
But how ey a man percerve end know, thar he alio
doth persiin (o (i Leaveuly hread, and
this | '

i fapper t o ler him confider the c.ie iy bis
RS :
O beart, which i we fpd cfredied

-mig

| |
, that e d0th rs

**** { O i ' L Y R "'t';"-:- ' : 1-.,‘:‘, ) T ~
Ibwere feel the focerreds in the promHe of (od, and
- N - } -
I3 UnGaubteo s

irerhinoded) tint le Is of the company of
them which rertan to 1 (upper, he is fluredlv fuch
aone mmdeed.  [For as we believe, 1o cometh 1t uNto us,
Such amun hath 2l LY and by a regard of his nejo
bour, and helpeth him oas ks brother, coreth for ki
giveth unro Lo, lendeth him, comforteth him,
doth no othernife to Lim than he defireth 1o be done un-
to bimfelf ; and all this proceecdeth from hence, for that
the bountifulnefs and goodnefs of Chrift hath replenifh-
cd his heare with Lwveetnefs and iove, that it js pleafure
and joy unto him to do z00d to his neighbour, yea, and
he 1s cvieved if there b none toward whom he may be
ferviceable,  Ang befide all this, he is tradtalle and
lowly towards o] men, he doth not eficem the temporal
pleafure ind pride of life, he judgeth no man, he defa-
meth no man iie inte pretoth o] thingsin the better part,
When as he (0ot (lae the mateer cocth not well with
his ncighbour, s thit Lo famteth m farth, waxeth cold
in love, and thae his Jife | oL on every fide approvable,
he prayeth for him, and s {Ore grieved if any commit
any thing againlt God and his neighbour.  In fine, the
Yoot and fap are found, for they are in 3 flourifhing
vine, to wit, Chritt, and thercfore fuch fruits comae
forth,  But if any be void of faith, and not taught of
God, fuch a one doth not feed on this heavenly bread,

Rellher
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neither brngeth forth thele fruits, for where a right faitk
is not, there fuch fruits are always wanting. And there-
fore St. Peter teacheth us to make our calling unto fal-
vation, fure by good works : where he ipeaketh pro-
perly of the works of love, namely, that we do good
L0 our neighbour, and be affeéted toward him, as toward
our own fiefh and blood. 'I'hus much fhall {uffice con-

Ceming this text.  Let us call to God for his grace.

i TP,

> B R MON XVIIL

Concerning cood Works the Fruits of Faitlh

RNom. V3. 11, to the 14. And thae, Rinowing the tiye,
that notw if s /.ug/ir tirie to awake out of fleep, &c.

g U apoftle in this text teacheth, not of faith, but

d of works the fruits of faith, fhewing how the
lite of a chriftiun ouzht to be ordered and framed ac-
cording to the flefh outwardly among men.  ['or how
we muit hve an the tpirit and before God, fiith doth
teach, whereof St. Pau/ a little before this place huth at
Inrge, and even apoflolickly treated.  Yea, if we con-
fider this text well, it doth not {o much teach as provoke,
exhort, move, and ftir up them which are already
traght, what they mult do.  For St. Paw/ divideth the

officc of preaching into two parts, into dodirine and
exhortation, Row. 52 Dolrine 15, when one te: cheth
that which was not known before, whereby men are in-
ftrutted and come to mnderltanding,  Exhortation s,
wlhen tie preachsr moveth and provoketh unto that
which is alreadv known, ecither is neceflirv (o be done
of him, who wiil chriftianly perforin the dury of
preaching.  Whereiore St, Pawl ol very earneflly ap-
ply iuamiclf to both, and that his exhortation may be
more efreCtual, and may more zcceptably cnter iuto the
minds of them whom he hath purpcled to exhort, h

4

uleth certain clegant and figurative {peeches, and doth
with am adorned manner of fpeaking, allare their minds
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unto him. For the words, fleep, darknefs, light, wa-
king, armour, works, the day, the night, which he here
ufeth, are all {poken figaratively, by wiich other things
are fignified, than their nature and propriety do bear :
for he {peaketh not of the natural night, day, dark-
nefs, arinour, waking and {leep, &'c. but he refembleth
by thefe natural things a certamn likenels to our mind,
whereby he muy more forceably provoke and bring us to
thol fplrltuu things ; as if he {aud, yc fee hew men to
oet the ricnes of the m'f,ﬁ:nt time, which do foon pernifh,
rife early, and laying aiide the w OII\“ of darknefs, apply
themfelves to the s}aorhs ot the day, after the mght 15
P'lﬁﬁed and thﬁ day i1s come ; with how much greater
diligence cught we, fhaking oft ourf{leep, to rile curly,
gmd calting away the wosks which we did while 1t
was yet dark, to apply our felves now to  thofe
works which are agreeable to our light, torafmuch os the
night 1s now pafled, and the day ot our falvation hath
appeared ?

By {leep he fionifieth evil works which are void of

faith ; for ﬂeep 1s a work properly meet for the night,
and that he mecaneth thus, he {ufhcientiy d(,clircf'h
when he by and by after addeth : Let us (.'f{/? aw'ay fbr:"
caorks of darlune’s.  So on the contrary, to wake and to
rife, fignify good works which come of t. ith., For as
{leep Pd’[llﬂtj‘th propmly to the night, fco to rife s pro-
perl agreeable to the morning and duv.,  Wnercupon it
1s {a1d, 1 ?-f‘t// §. 4. But ve, prethren, are 1ot 1 u’m el
that that day fbould ocer fohe vouasa th’f. learcaill 2‘/)#
chil e of ‘fz"ﬂf"f and the children 2 f the Jdav 3 auve are nol
Gr‘ the ?z;g/—u‘ 72Or ofamfx:e’u (r/*f?'ef;-;*c et us rot _/f-j: ¢ p
as do Of/?c”!.f c but let wus avatch and éa Jobher.  Fer cley
g‘ﬁm‘fﬂfp u_, ' the nzg/n‘ ; anf (i ) rhat be drunken,
are Cri /éc’zz (i1 the mgm‘ Dut let us o Qe of the
da;, be fovcy, pulting on the breaft p/ﬁz‘f’ Q/’fgzzr/.? and [rve,

z(ffor 7y ;...»c/mu‘ tihe /)’?,27 f ralvation. for G.ad hath
s10t aﬁpozm‘m’ us to wralty bt fo chtain /m’fum‘:a?z é)‘
orzr Lord Felus Chrefh. Hbo died frr us, rhat «vhether
cvs cnake o7 fleep, ave fi2 92‘/7’ [ive M""ctff, auvith bim.

e g S

It is {ufficiently manifeft, that the apoit ¢ doth not 1m
theia
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¢hefe words, forbid us the {leep of nature, meverthe-

lefls he dmwcth a fimilitude from natural fleep and wa-
king, to fpiritual, that is, toa good and evil [ife ; and
to be brief, to rife out of {lcep 15 here the very ijame
thing that the apollie writeth, Trtus 2. 11, For the grace of
(God z‘/m‘ brinceth /a/‘uaz‘zwz /m.!/J arpeared to all men ;

TeachinT us z/vaf denying  ungealinels and avor [lty lufls,

e [P C;{sf/ llve /0[*5} /1, Hg/rrem:/??*’f;r ard gm’/} 17! z‘/fuj'
pr elent <vord s ]f*ox{z;fg /:’?? that f;/é:/fm/ /“opf and the g/o-
srous aphearing 0/ the areat God, and our Saviour __ff;m.f
Chreff. For tnot which he called in thefe w ords, to
deny ungedlinels and worldly lufts, e calleth in rhis
text which we have mn hand, to arie irom fleep, and that
which he termetn to live fobe*lv and righteouly, and
endly, that he calleth n our plefent text, to wa tch cand
to put on the armour of lLight, and uhereqs he f{aith,

the grace of (od that brmge*h {alvation, hath appeared,

that he calleth here the day and lLight, of which we \AlLl
hereafter {peak more at large. Now let us fee what
litkenels there 1s betwecn natural and {piritual {flcep. He
that {leepeth naturally, neither feeth nor feeleth any of
thofe good things that are in the world, but lyeth among
thofe things which are even next adjoyning unto him as
1t were dead, ferving to no ufe, ncither regarding any
thing at all.  For altho” he live in himfelf, yetis he as
dead to all other.  Aguain, inftead of true things, he s
in dreams wholly occupied with vain images and forms
of thmmygs, which appear true, and 1s {o foolifh, that he
embraceth thofe vain forms, and thinketh them to be
true thiogs ; but when he waketh, thoie images do to-
gether vanith away, and the men begimneth to be oc-
cupied with true things. After the fame manner almoft
it 1s, when one is as it were fwallowed up of ungodis-
nefs, for he fleepeth and is like @ dead man before God,

neither feeth he, neither feeleth any of the good things,

which are good things mndeed, namely, thofe {piritual
good things, which are promifed, and offered him by
the gofpel, altho’ they be juft by him ; for thole things
are feen and felt by faith alone, otherwife they are re=
moved from all fight and fee‘img Wheretore {o long
- Y z ! &3
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as by reafon of the fleep of Lis unbelief, he can have
neither any regord or {enfe of true good things, which
are very near him through the gOIpeI ne bufieth him/felf
with the filfe good things of this world, as riches, pro-
motions, and v‘)!: atures, which being comp.lred un:o cter-
nal life, unto henven!y joy, and that perfeét {1lv.tion
which cometh to the godly, are altogether as dreams,
and ac thole vain vifions, compared to natural thinge,
wiereof they are only npreﬁontatlon%‘ ; but when a1 mun
awaxceth, and hathreceived faith, all regard and defire
of thofe filic good things of thu profent life vanifheth
away, and he acknowledgeth thet they are nothing elfe
but meer varity and falthcod, even as thofe vitions do
fade awav quite as {foon as a man awaketh cutof a natural
fleep. Hereof the 76th Plalm {peaketh, They bave [lept

¢reir flecp s cnd none of the mern of might bave found their
pands, and Plalm v3. Asadream avhen one awvabeth i Jo
O Lord, avhen thou dawakeft, thou fbalt deftife their imuge.
And laiab 20. It jpall even be as awhen a bungry man
dreametlh, and bebold, he eateth ; but he azwvaketh, and bis
Jowl is empty 5 or as avben a thirfly man dreameth,
and bebold e drinketh ; but he awaketh, and bebold,
be is faint, and bis foul hath appetite ; fo jfhall the
muititude of all the nations be, that fight againff mount
Zion. See how contemptuoufly and difdainfully the
prophet {peaketh of the chief power, riches, pleafures,
and promctions of the world, and liketh them to dreams
and molt vain vifions, wherewith, they which are afleep
are deluded. What other duorft fay, that the good
things, riches and power of thefe kings, princes, and
rich men are nothing elfe but dreams, when as for them,
men mingle earth with heaven, fire with water, raging
“without meafureand end in the world ? but the caufe here-
of 15, for that they yet fleep, therefore they do yet {ce no-
thing hereof, as they want faith, {o alio are they deftitute
of thel; ght, Fornow 7s our falvation nearer than avben cwe
believed. What mean thefe words? Did we believe before,
and do we not believe now ? Here we mufi call to mind that
which Pax/ writeth, Rom. 1. 2. that God promifed the
goipel by bis prophets in the holy feriptures, concerning his
ton Jefus Chrift our Lord, that all fhould by him he faved,
according
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-ccording to that which was {aid untc Abrabam, (uen.
22.18. In t/J} /eed //5@/! all the nations of the carth be

J JEPS

bie/led. 'I'nis blefling promifed to Abrabam in his feed,
is nothing elfe but gracc and f{alvation in Chrit offered
to the whole world by the goipel, which Pau/ 10 1nter-
preteth, Rom. 4. and Ga/. 3. Yor Chrift is that {eed of
‘Abrabam, thatis, as he is man, his flefh and blood, by
whom and in whom fhall be blefled, as many as believe
in him, and call upon him. ‘This promile was after-
ward by the prophets continually more and more de-
clared and preached, for theyv did all write of the coming
of ¢ hrift, ot the grace which he (hould bring, and ot
the aofpel, swhich Pefer 2lfo witnefleth, A% 1. This
promifc of God ail the faithful believed which died
before Chrift was born, who by this faith were {aved,
and obtained falvation in Chrift and througn Chriit.
Hereunto Pax/ now had refpet when he faid, Noww 15
onr falwation nearer than avhben ae believed 5 for that
which he faith is thus much in effeét : We believed m
tiine paft, that the promife made unto Abratam {hould
be fulflled, now it is fulfilled, and thofe things that we
helicved fhould come to pafs, are now prefent: Chnil
is come, the cofpel is revealed and publifhed, and the
blefling which we lonked for is {pread over the world’;
all things which we tarried for and believed, being
promifed, are come. And hereby the Apoitie figniheth
the fpiritual day, whereof he fpeaketh afterward, which
is properly the beginning 'and manifeflation of the
pofpel, whercof we will hereafter fpeak.  Now by thus,.
that thofe things which we believed fhould be fuhlied,
are now fulfiiled, our faith is not any whit made
void or fruftrate, but much more {ound and perfect ; for
as thev of the old time bLeiore Chnilt's ncurnation be-
lieved the promife of God which fhould be tuifiiled, fo
we believe that the fame is fulfilled, and the faith 1s
altogather the fame in itleif, but thet our {o1th fellovwed
theirs, as the fulfilling followetn aifo the yromi’c ¢ for
either faith trufteth in the feed of Abrakam, thatis; 1n
Chrift, theirs before his incarnation, ours after i¢,
Wherefore he that fhould ag this day believe with the

Fews that Chrift is to come, fhould make God a har, as
1 Y 3 though
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though he had not yet fulfilled hLis promife, which lLe
hath fulklled, and being fulfilled would have it publifhed
and preached ; {0 alfo fbould {alvation be yet far from
the believers, which we fhould look for being as yet to
come, 1n the time that fhall hereafter follow. Of this
double faith Pax/ {pealeth, Rom. 1. 17. Therein (that
1s, 1n the gofpel) is the righteoufnefs of God revealed [rom
Jfaith to faith, ~What meaneth this, ffom faith to faith ?
NNothing elfe, but that altho’ the faith of the Fathers
-and our faith 1s the fame, whereby 1t 1s believed in Chriit
erther to come, or which hath already appeared ; vee
the gofpel doth lead from their faith to our’s, fo that it
is now necefl'ry not only to believe the promife that
was to be fulfilled, but alfo that it is fulfilled, which it
did not behove Abrabam and the other fathers to believe,
although they had the fame Chriit which we have ; for
there 1s one fuith, one fpirit, one Chrift, one commu-
nion of all faints, this difference only there is between
us, that they went before Chrift, we follow him. We
have therefore believed, and we do alfo believe, to wit,
the fathers and we, with a like and common faith in the
fame Chrift, although not after the fame manner, as it
1s faid.  And as by reafon of this communion of faith
which we have alike in the fame Chrift, we fay, We
have believed, or we did believe, when o5 not we, but
the fathers have believed, or did believe ; fo they again
did {ay, that they thould hear, fee, and belicve in Chrift,
when as not they, but we do live in that time. We
read not in a few places of the feriptures, that they
which were before the incarnation of Chrift, took upon
them the perfon of them which are after it, and they
which are after it, of them which were before it, be-
caufe of the communion of faith, and the fame Chrift,
which they bave in common, and {o there is as it were
ene company of believers. Now whereas the Apottle
faith, that falvation is now nearer unto us than when we
believed, that is, when our fathers thofe antient believers
d:d look for it to come, we muft net underftand it of
the nearnefs of poffeflion, as though we now had it

mearer and more certainly than they, for the fathers
had
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had altogether the fame faith, as it 1s {fuid, and the fame
Chrilt, wherefore falvation was as near unte them as
unto us ; Jefus Chrift the fame yeflerday, and to day, and
for ever, Heb, 13. 8 Chntt continueth the {ame
from the beginning of the world even unto the end, by
whom all are faved alike. But Pau/ {peal.eth of the
nearnefs of revealing, that whatioever things were f{aid
before concerning Chrift, they were now fulflled ; dea h
being overcome, the Lord did fit at the rnight hand of
the Father, the goiﬁpel was preached abroad in the wor!d,
by whichk Chrift did come unto all in the whole wor!d ;
for this caufe Pau/{aith, that our {alvation i1sncarer than
when itwas hidden, and known unto few men, becaule
that Chnift being not yet glorified, it was not meet that
the preaching of f{alvation fhould be made publick ar
common. Whereas therefore the Avpoftle {arth, Our
falvation 1s now nearer us, he faith the fame thing 1n
the Epiflle to 77tus, chap. 2. 11. 1n other words : 7/e
grace of God that bringeth falvation, hath appeared, that
is, hath {prung forth, and 15 every where commonly
preached ; although it was not hid before 1n any of the
{aints, notwithftanding it was not yet commaenly known
unto the world. After the fame fort the {cripture {peak-
eth in many places, when 1t {fometimes {aith that Chrift
is to come, {fometimes that he 1s come, although he
~always hath been, and isin all the eleét ; howbeit be-
caufe he had not before his rclurreftion come to all by
publick preaching, the {cripture {peaketh diverfly of his
coming ;3 for becaunle of this publick preaching he came
in the flefh, bemo made man, for his mmcarnation had
not been profiteble to any, 1t the gofpel had not there-
npon been preached, by which he came into the whole
world, and whereby 1t 1s commonly known why he was
made man, whereby that blefling promifed to Avrabams
1s now publ:fhed, and made common to all which by the
gofpel believe in Chrift. Hercupon Pau/ {aith very well,
Rom. 1. z. that the gofpel was promiled of God, (.
as though he would fay, although God hath promifed
every where in the writings of the prophets his {on in
the flefh, yet foraflmuch as all that fhould be done,. that
the gofpel might be preached abroad in the world,

whereby
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whereby he cometh {piritually to the minds of the be-
ltevers, (which coming only bringeth f{alvation, and is
tar to be preferred before that coming in the flefh, inaf-
much as it was done becaufe of this) I fay rather that
God promifed by the prophets in feripture the gofpel
concerning his {fon ; for God confidered the gofpel and
our faith in all thefe things, for which he would alfo
have him to be made man, that the gofpel might be
preached of him, that being made man, he hath fuved
us by his death, and that the {ilvation which he hath
wrought, might ¢o into the whole world, and be made
near unto all. Some have taught four comings of Chrift,
according to the four Sundays in Advenr, as they call 1t,
but this coming of Chrift by the goipel, which is moft
neceflary of all, and of which all do depend, of which
Faxnl here {peaketh ; this coming I.{zy they could not
fee, mnafmuch as they are ignorant both what the gofpel
15, and to what end it was given. They babble many
things of the coming of Chrift, and neverthelefs they
drive him further from themfelves, than heaven is diftznt
from the earth; for what can Chritt profit any man
which doth not poflefs him by faith } Or how can
any man poffefs him by faith, where the cofpel is not
preached ?

The night is far [pent, the dav is at band © His mean-
mg n effect 1s, that falvation is a: hand ; for by the
day Paut underftandeth the gofpel, namely, that it is
that day whereby our hearts and minds are enlightened ;
therefore fuch a day being {prung, our falvation is cer-
tainly at hand, that s, Chrift and his grace promifed =
tme paft to Abrabam, hath thined forth by preaching in
the whole world, giveth light unto all men, raifeth ali
out of {leep, theweth true and eternal good things,
wheremn we may be hereafter occupied, and may walk
honeftly in this day. On the contrary, by the night all
dotrine 15 to be underftood, which 15 not the gofpel,
befide which none can bring {alvation ; but if thou do
a little more exaltly weigh the words, thou fhalt fee
that Pan/ deicribeth that part of the day which is mo#
deleQable of all, and moft full of all pleafantnefl,

" : - namely,
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namely, the joyful and amiable morning, and the rifing
of the {un ; foritis the morming when the night 1s gone
and ended, and the day 1s now come, whereupon all
things are marvelloufly cheered and recreated, the birds
fing, other living creatures do {lir up with alacrity and
joytulnefs ; men being as 1t were made ahive 2oamn, do
oo forth to their labours ; all thungs, the day fpringing,
and tl.e morning (hining, are fo offeted, as though the
world were recewed, and all tiings reflored to Iife again.
Wheretore m many plices of the feripture, the joyvful,
pro(pereus. and quickning preaching of tie goipel, 1s
likened to the mornme, and to the riing of the fun, as
it 1s here by Pan/, who calleth the goipel day {pringing
or aritng. Allo Pra’. 110, 3. Thy people thal!l be avilling
in the day of thy poaver, i the beauries of Paline s from the
quomb of the moruing i thei bkaff the dew of tiy youth.
Here alfo the gofpel 15 plainly called the womb of the
moraing, and the day of the power of Chrilt, wherein
we arc conceived and born the children of God, asdew,
to wit. without the labour of men, by the only grace of
the [{oly Ghoft from heaven ; the moft pleafant com-
fort. ble fun Jefus Chrift maketh this day, whom the
fcripture hereupon calleth the fun of rightecufnefs. God
{aith, Mal 4. 2. Unto you that fear my Name, fhall the
fun of righteoufne/s arife with bealing in bis avings ; for
as many as believe in Chrift, do receive of him the
beams of his grace and righteoufnefs, and do obtain
{alvation under his wings. Whereupon 1t 1s faid, Pfal.
118. 24. This 15 the day which the Lord hbath made, awe
will rejoice and be glad in it 3 as though he had f{aid, this
corporal fun maketh the corporal day, but God himfelf
maketh this day, even he 1s that fun, from whence thofe
beams and that day come, wherewith the whole worid
1s enlightened. Finally, hereuporn he calleth himfelf

the light of the world, John g. 5. And Pfal. 1q. 1.
The heavens declare the glory of God, that s, even as
thefe bodily heavens do bring the fun and the day, and
the fun is carried in them, f{o the apoftles have in them-
{felves, and bring by preaching, the true fun, which 1s
Chrift. ¢€5°. Whereupon 1t followeth : fn them bath he
fet a tabernacle for the fur, avhich is as @ bridegreom coming

el
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eut of bis chamber, and rejeiceth as a frong man to run
arace. His going forth is Jfram the end of the heaven,
and o1s circuit ynto the ends of it 1 and there is nothing hid
from the heat hereof.  All this 1s {faid of the excecding
pleaiant beginning or ning of this day, that s, of the
golpel, whichh the {cripture every where marvelloufly
{fetteth fortn 5 for it 1s a word which quickneth, maketh
glad, w:iling, cheerful, and ready to do good works,
and finally 1t bringeth with 1t all good things, Where-
fore it 1s calied the gofpel or olad tidings. for that it is
a pleafant and profperous meflage of the gruce of God,
and of all good tihings ; but who is able to rehearfe all
thofe thiugs, which this day revealeth and maketh mani-
teft unto us ? For it teacheth all things, what God s,
whnat we are, whatfoever is paft, and to come, of hea-
ven, hell, the earth, angels and devils ; by this lamnp is
thewed unte us, how we ought to pehave ourfelves 1n ail
thefe things, and toward all, from whence we are, and
whither we go.  Yet neverthelefs Satan hath deceived
s miferable creatures, that negleéting fuch a day,
whereby all things might be clear and manifeit unto us,
we {eek the truth of philofophersand heathen men, whe
have not {fo much as by a dream known any whit of
thefe things, and {o we have f{uffered curfelves to be
‘blinded with men’s traditions, and to be thruft back
‘again nto the night 3 for it is mot light, whatloever is
pot this day, otherwile Pax/ and the whole {cripture
thould in wvain extol this day alone, and call all other
‘befide 1t the night. Surely the burden of God’s di-
pléafure muft needs be mofl grievous, for that, contrary
-to fo plamn and manifeft places of {cripture, we have
fought another light, although the Lord himfelt calleth
~himfelf the hght and fun of the world ; and if other
" proofs were wanting, this one 1s {ufficient, that univer-
fities do fo impudcently both fet up and glory of Arifforie
as a light unto them, In whom they exercife themfelves
uch more than in Chnit, yea, nothing in Chrift, but
altogether in Ariflor/e. -
- Let us thevefore cafl off the aworks of darkmefs, an
bt ws put en the armonr of lignt. As Chrift 1s the flmci,
an
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and the gofpel the day, fo faith is the light whereby to fee
and watch 1n this day ; for it would not profit, altho’
the fun did fhine and make the day, if the eyes did not
percelve the hight. | W heretore although the cofpel be
begun and preached 1n the whole world, vet none are
lichtened, but they that receive 1t, and by faith being
mude capable of the hight, do arife out of {lecp 5 but
to them as yer {leep this {un and day bring no profit, of
which they recetve no hight, no moere than jf no fun or
day hd fhined.  And this 1s that {eafon and hour,
kY };creof he fpc:-iketh 2 And z‘/_Ja!, /‘{*!‘ZO*'T.UZ’HLE:” the {271€, that
2oL It 1S f_'*f;{; time to aqavele uf q/ﬁt_/ff-c“p, e, Itisa
fpiritual timeand feafon, although begun 1 this oatward
time, as it doth duaily alfo come, whurein we oucht to
arile out of {leep, and iay afide the waorks of dricnefs
whereby Pau/ {fheweth that he doth not {veak to them
which are yet void of faith, for, as it is fuid. he teachs
eth not farth here, but the works and fruits of faith,
when he fuith, We know that the time is come, und
that rbe ﬂigb:‘ being pafftfd, the day is at hand ; thcy
which belicve not, cannot know thefe things. Now
1t thou obje¢t and fay, what reafon or caufe is there
that he fhould write thefe things to the faithful, inaf-
much as they know that it 1s time ? &9c. 'T'hou
mult call to mind that in the beginning of the expofition
of this text of the Apoitle, we have faid that the office
of preaching 1s of two forts, one of teaching, another
of exhorting and MOVING 3 NOW 4 man c¢annot attain
unto that knowledge, that it thould not be needful that
he be always moved, and kept in a continual and frefh
meditation of thofe things which he hath learned, leaft
the devil, the world, and the flefh [which are enemies
that never grant truce, neitaer flack their affault] which
do make him weary and flothful, that he may at the laft
ficep, and become :ltogether negligent in good things ;
for the devil, faith Pcter, Is {uch an enemy, as goeth
abcut continually Iike a roaring lion, feeking whom he
may devour i \Wheretore he faith, 1 Pet. 4. 7, Be ye
therefore jobery and avatch. Paul allo will have us do the
fame thing here ; for feeing that the devil, the flefh, and
the world keep no mean, nor make no end of fichting

againit
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agamﬂ me. Far be that from me, for I do not contend
to be wifer than they ; but this without controverfy 1Is
_ thus, that whatfoever is wife, great, liberal, mighty
and ﬂ:rong before the world, doth feldom or never agree
- with the word of God; for fo it falleth out, that they
“that .are fuch do for the moft part perfecute the gofpel,
.. -and if they were not fo great, the gofpel fhould not fo
‘greatly fhine forth and triumph. The Roma» Emperors
- 'Madrian, Trajan, Dioclefian, were the moft wile Cz/ars
 of.all, whofe government was fo liked of, that it was
pralfed of the-whole world, yet they perfecuted the
gofpel, and could not abide the truth ; the fame we
- find wriften of the kings of the Fews, as of Abaz and
others,. which governed their kingdom very well, yet
defp:fed the word of God, and difobeyed his command-
ments. We in our time had never fuch emperors or
princes, as are comparable to them ; but it oucrht to be
verified in thefe, that God would by foolifh preachlng
- .confound the wifdom of this world, as Paul faith, 1 Cor. 1.
.A]l thefe things are fhewed unto us in this text, which
- ave have in hand, which hath a fimple and flender fhew
and appearance of it{felf, but it containeth many things
i it moft worthy the noting. Now how the Lord con-
i cludeth with the Pbar:/ee:, when they had fhewed him
a2 ___--'thc tnbutc-money, and had anfwered that 1t was Ce/ar’s
‘_.f}nmage and fuperfcription, the Evangelift declareth, {ay-
f-fﬁ-";mg Render therefore unto Caxfar the things ‘I«"[?!Cf-" are
~Celar’s ~aend unto God, the things that are God's. Al-
though they had deferved no fuch thing of the Lord,
'ncve;thelels he teacheth them the right way ; and in
.. itliefe words he confirmeth:the f word and ofﬁce of the
~.magiftrate : They hoped that he would condemn and
- -refift him, but he doth nothing lefs, for he commendeth
. add praneth him, commanding tha't they give unto him-
" thofe thingy that are his. Whereby he plamly will
-+ have, that theie be m'lgxf’crates princes and rulers, under
.whofc govemmﬁ-nt we muft live ; neither muft we care
- whether they ufe and- ﬂercnfe their rule and authority
. svell or ill, we muft have regard only to their power and

| ,.Ofﬁ.uC, fbr t..mr power smd authorlty IS Good m...{'much
S o | . as
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a8 it is ordained and inftituted of God ; neither is there’
any caufe why thou fhouldeft find fault with power, if at
any time thou be opprefled by princes and tyrants, for
whereas they abufe the power given unto them of Ged,-
they fhall furely be compelled to give an account thereof.
'The abufe of a thing doth not make that thing evil,

- which is in itfelt good ; a chain of gold is good, neither |
Is it therefore made worfe for thag a harlot weareth it
about her neck, or if one fhould put out mine eye with
1t, fhould I find fault in the chain therefore ? In like
manner the power of the prince muft be borne, for if
he.abufe his oflice, he is not to be counted of Joe as no -
prince, neither belongeth it to me to revenge or punifh >
1t in him, I muft obey him for God’s caufe only, for He
reprefenteth the place of God. How grievous thinos:
foever’ magifirates fhall exaé@, I muft for God’s fa]?e ,

bare them all, and oBey them, {o far as they be nac.
contrary to God’s commandments ;. if they do juftly or

unjuftly, it_ {hall in due time appear. .- Wherefore if thy .3

fubftance, life arid body; and whatfoevér thou haft fhould

l?e l;ake_n _frgm thiee_: by the magiftrates, thou mayeft fay . .

thus, I'willingly yield them unto you, .and acknowledge - : .

you for rulers over me, I will obey you, but whether .-

you ufe your power and authority well ar ill, fee yom
to that ; moreover, whereas Chrift” faith, 'Render thers-. -
 Jore unto Cafar, the things awhich are Cefar’s © and unte. j='."-.;‘:;§%

-

God, the things that are God’s: We muft underftand -

that unto God pertaineth honour, we mu# acknowledge
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lnm-f'ox_: the living, omnipotent and wife God, and afcrilje
unto hmm what good thing foever can be named s dnd
altho> we do not give him - this honour, he notwiths: ..
ftanding eafily keepeth it, for nothing is either added: td, -~
or taken from him by ou honouring. - Howbeit irf 53"
ae is true, omnipotent and wife, when as we: count him. "
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fo, and believe that he is fuch a one, as he fufferethy .
himfelf to be faid to be. Now unto Cafar and- the -5
magiftrate fear, caftom,  tribate, obedience, (5 are .-
due; God reqirth cfpecialy the hears, the magirate 3
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the body and goods, over which he:execateth his office 2
in.the place of God, which St. Paulidoth moft notably - -

W plain-and. manifeft words declare; Riz. 1 3. 1. Lop 2%
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fuch a life {hall nothing at all appear, where faith is not,
- but where a lively, a cheerful and a ftrong faith is, there
fuch alife cannot be wanting, forafmuch as fuch a faith
is not wearied with well doing, neither {leepeth ; where-
fore it is no lefs neceffary, to preach to them that have
_received the do&rine of faith, whereby they may be
provoked and ftirred up to go on in the good life which
they have embraced, and that they {uffcr not themfelves
to be overcome by the aflaults of the raging flefh, the
crafty world, and moft {fubtile Satan. Then 1t 1s meet
that the do&rine of faith be preached to them that be as
yet ignorant of Chrift.

Not in rioting and drunkennefs, not in chambering and
- qantonnefs, notin flrife and envying. Here he rehearfeth
the works of darknefs by name, one of which he named
alfo before, to wit, fleep, according to that faying,

1 Theff. 5.6. Let us not fleep as do others 5 but let ws
watch and be fober. INot that he forbiddeth natural

fleep, but fpiritual, which is infidelity, whereof thofe
~ works of the flefh proceed ; howbeit, natural flecp alfo

is a work of darknefs, if it be ufed for pleafure, and

through immoderate filling of the belly, fo thatitis a

hindrance to the light, that is, faith, and to the armour
‘thereof. Moreover, thefe fix works of darknefs which
‘he here rehearfeth, do comprehend all the reft ; for,
- 'Gal. g. and Colof. 3. he reckoneth up more of them,
" but we will divide thofe, which he here rehearfeth 1into

two fides, the right and the left. On the right fide

thefe four fight with the {pirit, gluttony, drunkennefs,

* chambering and wantonnefs ; on the left fide (forafmuch

as the left fide in the fcripture fignifieth adverfity) thofe
‘things which -proceed from thence do fight, as are wrath,
contention and fuch like ; but the right fide fignifieth
profnerity, and thofe things svhich enfue thereof, as
delights, 'gluttony, drunkennefs, and overmuch f{leep,
&Fc. Now it is {ufliciently manifeft, that Faz/ under
two works of darknef{s here rehearfed, namely, contern-
‘¢ion and enwvyizg, doth comprehend the reft alfo of that
fort, among which are bitterne/s, and wrati, and anger,
" and clamour, and evil fpeaking, Ephef. 4. 31. ‘A;,{d .
o - - -~ thole

!
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thofe which he réhearfegh in the epiftle to the Galatians :
Hatred, debate, emulation, feaition, berefics, murders, &cC.
In fine, hereunto pertaineth whatfoever come of evil
angev, either in words or deeds, all which cannot be
nambred. After the fame fort under thofe four, glut.
tony, drunkennefs, chambering and wantonefs, he com-
prehendeth the vices of luft, which are wont to be com-
mitted as well in words as works, which alfo no man is
able to number. And fo the prefent words of the apo-
ftle do fhew, neither needeth it any further declaration,
that by thefe fix works all things are to be underfiood,
whereby they that are void of faith, and are’ yet indark-
nefs, do live unpurely as concerning themfelves, and
unjuftly toward their neighbours, whofe whole lifc is
difordered and out of courfe both toward themfelvesand
toward others ; for there is no man that knoweth not
what it is to be gluttonous and drunken, thatis, either.
to eat or drink above a meafure neceflary for the body 3
it is as well known what it is to fleep in chambers, and
to be wanton, that is, to follow the pleafure of thc bo-
dy, both with, fleeping above meafure, and with other
lewd and unchafte geftures and works, which are”wont
to be committed in chambers of full fed, well tipled,
idle and flothful bellies, as well in the day, as 1 the
night, as well when they are alone, as in the refort and -
company of others. All which things do require even nar_ _
tural darknef¥, and fecret places, and are fignified of St.
Pauz/, by chambering and wantonefs.

Bat put ye on the Lord Fefus Chrift. In thefe words
as it were in fine, he ftheweth all the armour of ligit,
when as he exhorteth us, to put on Chrif. Now Chriit
is put on of us after twoforts; firft when we are cloath-

“ed with his righteoufnefs, which is done by faith, where-
with he that is endued, believeth that Chrift for him died,
and fulfilled all things. For not ours, but Chrift’s righ-
teoufnefls hath reconciled us to the Father and delivered
us from fins ;3 and fo to put on Chrift pertaineth
to the do&rine of faith, which teacheth that Chrift”
was given unto us, and is unto us inftead of a -
pledge. Whereof St. Paul {peaketh, Gal. 3. 27 K
For as many of you as have beer baptized into

Z 2 - Chrift,
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C»érzﬁ‘é;z-ve put on Chriff. 'The other manner of putting
aon Chrift 1s, when we weigh and confider, that he is gi-

- ven unto us, alfo inftead of an example, that we fhould

fhew our felves ferviceable, toward our neighbours, being
endued with the fame vertues, with which we by faith
acknowledge that he being adorned, did ferve us, that
fo we may refemble him in all points ; and of this man-
ner of putting on Chrift St. Pau/ {peaketh here. The
{fame alfo he willeth us to do, 1 Cor. 15. when he faith, -
And as we bavve born the image of the carthy, ave fFall alfs
bear the image of the reavenly. And Epbef. 4. That ye
put off concerning the former converfaticn, the old man,
whoich is corrupt, according to the aeceitful lufts., And te
renexved in toe [pirit of your mind ;s And that ye put on the
new man, avbich after Ged is created in righteoufnefs, and

- 2rue boline/s. Now in Chrift we fee nothing but the ar-

inour of light, no gluttony, no drunkenefs but fafting,
temperance, keeping under the fleth by divers la.
bours, travelling, preaching, praying, anddoing well to
all men, in him was no place for flothfulnefs or fuper-
fluous fleep, much lefs for wantonefs, but a marvellous,
chaftity and purity ; he accuftomed himfelf to watch, to
rife early, to lye on the ground in the field, having
neither houfe, chamber, nor bed ; In him was no
wrdath, contention, or brawling, but altogether good-
nefs, {weetnefs, meecknefs, -charity, mercy, patience,

- &c.” Wherefore as St. Paxnl/ {aith here briefly, Put ye

on the Lord Fefus Chriff, 1t 1s as much as that we fhould

fet him before us as an example to follow. He teacheth
tue Colofians the fame thing in fomewhat more words, af-
ter tatsfort : Col, 3.12. Put ontherefore (as the elef? of God,
boly and beloved) bowels of mercies, kinduefs, Fumblenefs of

mind, mictkuefs, long-fuffering ; Forbearing one another,

and forgiving one ancther, if any man have a quarrel
againft any : even as Corif} forgave you, fo alfo do ye. And
ab:ve all thefe things, put on charity, awbhich i; the bond of
perfelinefs.  And let the peace of God rule in your hearts,
to the wobich alfo ye are called in one body i and be ye thank-
Jul. Arnd Philip after that he had exhorted them to love

oene another, and that every man f{hould efleem - other
| better
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Letter than himfelf, and feek to pleafure, and do for other,
he alfo fetteth Chrift before them as an example who
(hewed himfelf to us our fervant, and faith : Phbil. 2. 5. Let
shis mind be in you;, which aifo avas in Chrift Jefus : Who
being in ﬂ)_e Sform of God, tbaugbt 1t not 7'05:58:'] to be egua[
wwith God : But made bhimfelf of no reputation, and took
upon bim.the form of a [ervant, and «wwas made in the like-
nefs of men: And being found in fafbion as a man. 'The
(um_ thereof is this ; the armour, or weapons of light

" are good works, contrary to thofe. works of darknefs,
gluttony, drunkenefs, chambering, wantonefs, conten-
tion, and envying, fuch works are, to faft, to watch, to
pray, to-labour, to fuffer hunger, thirft, cold, heat; tQ
be chafte, to ufe modefty, temperance, goodnefs, and
that I do not thruft in too many of mine own words,
let us hear St. Pasl himfelf rehearfing them in order,

. Gal, §.22. Butthe fruit of the Spirit islove, joy, peace, long-
Suffering, gentlenefs, goodne/s, faith, meekne/s, temperance 3
But he rehearfeth them far more at large, 2z Cor. 6. 1, 2,
faying, We befeech you that you receive not the grace of God
in wain; for be faith, Ibave beard thee in a time accepted,
and in the day of falvatin hawve 1 fuccoured thee : behold
now is ¢rhe accefted time, behold nowv is the day o /a[cvai‘fa?z 3
as if he faid, Our falvation is now nearer unto as than
when we bclieved, to wit, that it would come to pafls,
that thefe days of falvation, in which the gofpel 1s
preached abroad to the whole world, fhould appear. It
is time therefore to arife out of {leep, wer. 3, 4, &c.
Giving no offence im any thing, that toe minifiry be not
blamed : But in all things approving our fclves as the mi-
nifters of God,. in much patieuce, iz afliitisns, in neceff:-
ties, in diffrefles, In fBripes, in imprifonments, In tumuits, .
inlabours, in watchings, in faftings, Ly purencfs, by ko~

ledge, by long-fuffering, by kindnefs, by the holy Guaft, by
love unfeigned, By the avord of truth, by the poaver ¢f

'od, by the armour of righteoufnefs on tie right hand.and on
the left, By bonour and difponour, by cvil report and geod
report : .as . deceivers, and yet trye 3 As unknozusiy,and. vet
quell Enowun 3 as dying, and bebold, we live , as chafleied,
and nat killed ; As Jorrewful, yet always rejoycing 5 as
paary yet making many rich 3 as baving nothing, and set

£ 3 " . pleleg
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Fofjelfing all things.  See what a plentiful and very goid-

en {tream floweth out of the mouth of St Pau/, Hercof
I think we motft plainly perceive, what is the armour of
Iigat, wherewith we muft be fenced and fortified both
on the right hand and on the lefc.  Now this mofl fitly
agreeth with the matter, whercus he fetteth before us 2
moft excellent and perfelt example, namely, the Lord
mmfelt, frving, Put ye on the Lord Ferws Clyifl + for he
15 a flugoith beaft, and not a man. who when he {eeil)
his Lord foft, {uffer hunzer, Libour, watch and to bLe
weary, vet giveth himfelr to gluttony, fleep and plea-
fares.  Whut Lord could tuke thett s oat bas o fer-
vants hand, nay, what fervin: durtl prefume to do thefe
things ¢ Soat cannot be, thata chriiton man {hould not
be afhamcd, swhen he beholdeth Chiiit, and feeth Limfelf
fo unitke unto him, yea, cccupied in quite CONntrary
things, For whom the example of Chrit himfc!f dath not
ftir him up, exlors, and miove, who can bring or ftir up
him unto goodnels ? What would the Jeaves of wors
do with therr fmall noife, 1f thefe thunderings of the
example of Chrit do not move ; and f{urelv for this
caule, St. Paul of purpole adjoyned this word Lord,
ﬁyil‘ig, Put yeon the Lord Tefus (,'[7;,-{/}3 a5 it he {aid,
count 1t no great nor barthenfonie tine, to ffand and
fight i this armour of light, ye that are fervants, behold
yvour Lord, who whenhe had no reed. Jid notwithitand-
g, fo well and valiantly ufe this armour, and fought
1t for you.  Luud piake rot pro<ifioa for the flefh, ro fulfid
¢be Iufis thereof. 'The apoftle in thele few words hath no-
ted two carcs of the fleth ; one is natur.], wherchy ne-
ceffiry food and apparel is provided for the body, that
1t may hive, and be able to fuftain his labour, leaft that
it be by overmuch abftinence wenlkened, and made un-
proiitable to work ; the other care is joined with fin,
when the body 1s provided for to fulfil the lufts thereof,
and that it may be delighted ; this care the apofile here
forbiddceth, for it ingendereth the works of darknefs, fo
to pamper and make of the flefh, which is continually
to be chaltifed, that it may be obedient to the {prrit,
and may not fhake off the fitter, like unto an untamed
houfe,
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horfe. altho® that chaftifing isfo to be tempered, that
the body notwitlutanding may do his duty, and bear the
{itter. roras the fodder, a acand, and burdens, are ﬁ
the aj; 3 and bread, correfion, and avark for a fer-
cant. Feclefinttic. 33, z4. He doth not {ay tuat thou
fhalt flex or {lay the afs, netther that thou fthale Lill the
{ervant, Or cail him into pri{bn ; {o unto the body the
chaftifing and labour thereof is due, and neceflary food
« not to be withheld from it, St. Pav/ himiclt fiath, {
boop under 1.y body, andbring it iuto fufjection. He fuith not,
1 caft it into lickneis, or 1 kill it, bdt I {fubduc it to the
fvirit, that it may f{erve, and be obedient thercunto,
Morcovev thele words, raﬁzﬁf rhe lulls theresf, St. Paul
added becaule of two forts of men, whereof the firtt
under a pretence of nataral neceflity, do fatisty their
pleafure, and cover that praﬁlcc under this falfe pre-
tence, We are fo prone and ready unto this, that even
many of the funts have very much complained of this
evil. and becrufe of 1t, have oftentimes above meafure,
aiflicted their bodies 5 for the flefh s {o crafry and mar-
vellous fubtle to prepare debights for it felf, that no man
can fufficiently take heed of 1t; yea, 1t 1s needtul that
4 man here ¢o never leave to care and fear, 'I'hbe other
fort of mun ure thofle blind holy ouies, whicn thiua that
the kingdom of God, and the righteouine(s thereof con-
{iiteth in meats and drink, and 1n choien a;}mxch and do
befides their own works regard nnthu o ; when they
have fo fuilcd, that they h‘:‘.t:.‘ mude their e D diteafed,

-

and thesr ftomnach Liuh.r.npcufh ud do brie crso their

_

body fome great wnfirmity, or ficiinels, they the cunk
that they have been marvelous batv, and have o Lohe

"'r"n

mcompnfl e cood works,  [lar Sto Paul faith, woae
(J?H?‘)‘If,!dtt‘f.’ u: ol o (;ad, f” ;':r‘f"!‘«"f‘:’r f'fﬁ TLE £Al Ave TUp g
better : ncither if aue eat =ot are <we the worle.  Aund
Colofi z. he writeth thus maohan effelt o 7ew e of wors
fhiping of angels, which hvita athew of Wdon:, becnufe
of humblenefs and iuvcrtticon, weerchy “Lo v agore not
the body, while they witndraw frem e the meatir of
food due unto it l)ri"(‘tw‘ir‘*g nothi s :..1*.;:11.::1 TR FYRT Y
may be fed. T'hi- epollerous weirli i, ot 1ge
yea, indeed fuperiiuon, did f{o deceive Gorpn i oo ins
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wife a notable man, that he praifed the charter-houle
monks, for that they did {fo conftantly abitam from fleth,
that even when they were ficlt, they would eat none,
although they might preferve themiclves even from
death tncrebv.  But what 1f (}Gd fhould judge them as
killers of their own body ? For there can be nene at all
etther ordinance or order, yca, or vow, contrary to the
commandment cf (od, and it there be any {uch, {urely
1t Oughl. to be of no force, even asif thou hadll vowed
adultery.  Now Goa bot 1 here by &t Pr:;;, and clie-
where, hath commanded that neccilary provifion {hould
he made for thf‘-* bodv, and hath foz*’i,nddc*n that we
{hould procure the dt,at} of it - wherefore thofe things
that are nrofitablc to prelerve it, whether thev be fic P'ﬂ

Qr egoes, Or any thing clie, mult be given unto 1t, m
what day or tune focver, whether it be the fivt or firft
day of the week, whether it be in Lent, or after Fa/ler,
in the mean f{eafon, whitfoever orders, laws, and vows,
yea, even of tie Pope being neglecte d For it 15 not
lawful for any man, no not for the angcels to forbid anv
thing "*g’unﬁ the Commandmnnf of God. Howl oI, TS
madnefs procecdetn fromn that darknels and blindnels,

whereby miferable men do regard the worlk onl-, ard
think that they fhall obtain {alvation tiircugh the gt
nefs and multitude of works.,  Dut St Poaal wille “th, that
our faftinos and other chat! mngs of the fleih be the wea-
pons of LG 1t, whereby tie works ot darkneis mav be
overcome, and not the body deltroved ; wherefore there
e}ught to be no cther ule among chiriitians  of fnﬂ'ingc%
Watc‘iirws and Jibours.  As 1t 1s aione betore God whe-
ther thou eat fith or flefh ; whether thou drink wine or
water . whether thou wear red or green garments ; all
thefe arc the good creatures of God, made unto this
end, thatwe may ufe them, have rCQ‘AM only to this,
that thou mayelt ule them with a mean and muyit abliamn
thy {elf {o much from them, as fhall {uflice to overconie
the works of darknefs. \Vhelf=f01e it 1s impofiible, that
a common manner of this abftinence fhould be appoint-

ed indifferently to all, for the confutution of all men’s
bodies is not alitke, 1t 15 above meafure to one, which
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¢o another is under meafure ; onc hath need of much,
f little. and therefore is it meet that every

anotner .

o e !
one have regard of himfeif, and govern his owr hody,
According to tac prefent doctrine of St. Paul, wherens

Le {ath, Make s froifion for the Fefh, to fulfid tic fupls

-
-

eren € thatis, ohev the woifdom thereot fo far, thut yve
. _J: Y - - .. ] ' ' .
Jdopy oo the neceltary things whichitregquret: s
eopnr thete things, which 1t requiretii to the fulfithng ot
A ot d mvore th e 4 ] 1

e lulls thereof, more than neceinty, tO 4

— ~ . Y ; ‘ .. o
1¢ 7 better rule of moderation could have peen 2wven
betde rhic, St Pax/ would not hhave conceialed it

, 1 ) * 7 ) 1 ‘- -
Clorehy thou foedl, thet the popith ordimancees, v hich
fovbid the eating of fledh i ocortoin o mente, are qQuite

Jotray to the gofpels which ot Paxy! hith planty tore-

.
L
L] ) . - e . - | i 14 .
t.".‘i . 1 ‘Tf?;’f’. } N ;\ o f/."t1 f’}i'ff'ff /!f;'f‘t?f‘*/fff[’ t’.\"f‘,?‘{’__,,)':, 12l 177
- ; SR Sk gie g by
Pl Jatter times Jome Jraid acrart frons e fartn, 000 ing ek
. - o - -

- L
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Z"r;zf,.;;r{'x’*_;'j f*zz:;:'ﬁg tlerr fw{!:z‘fﬁcf cared with a ot 1800 For-
Lidiivg to maryy, and commanding 10 abfiain frem meats,
cohich God hath crected to be reccived avith hanklgiving. N©
man {urely can deny that thele words do brietly reprove
he orders of Monks, and {acrificing priefts, {o clear and
anifelt are both thefe words, and alfo their prepofte-
rous relicion, Morcover thou {eelt here alio, podly rea-
der, that St. Peul doth not teach that dotage and wo-
marly holinefs of certain, which choofe unto themielves
certain days, wherein to fait to certain famnts, one to
this. another to that, all whica are blind proceedings,
and builded upon their own works., Irue rehigion 18
without choice of meats and davs, oll the life long 10
uie modeity and fobrictv.  For {veing that thcle muit
Lo the arnmour of light, and that it s requifite thatour
life be undefled and chatle, 1z behoveth us furely nover
to put off this armour, but wc muilt be found always
fober, temperate, watching, labouring <nd praving. But
thofe doting holy ones, one day eat nothir.e but bread
and water, and afterward three whole montas they daily
be drunken and cat excefiivelv, even until they be not
well in their wits.  Others faft fo, that at the evening
they eat no meat, but in tnc mean time , they make

L
o

themielves drunk with drunking ¢ v ho is able to rehearfe

ail
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all their dotages, and all their works of darknefs ; ald
which procced from hence, for that foolith men confider
and regard the work, and not the ufe of the work, they
make their armour of glals, they are altogether 1ENOTan T,
whereunto it is profitable to faft and abid:in they are
like unto him which carried a fivord to the end, that he
mignt look upon it, and knew not how to ule 1t Wien
he wus beaten. Thefe tiings may {uffice to |

{poken for the expofition of this text.

O KB R M

1ive Lreen

-

Wicrein is taughe how the favhful o ot
rejovee mn God, and et therw paticnt Sl
be known unto Men.

(Phil. 4. Ver. 4 to =) Rejoyee in the Lord aivay s and
agarn 1 fay, Rejoyce, &C.

H IS text indeed 13 but {hort, neverthelefs it doth
, moft pientitully abound with right chriftian doc-
trine, inftructing firtt how we ourht to behave our {¢lves
toward God, {ccondly, how toward our ncigiibours,
faying firlt, Refoycein the 7.ord alway, 'Thisjovis a fruit
of faith, mofl certainly following 1t, as St. Pawu/ wit-
nefleth, Ga/l. 5. 22. where he fiith ; Bus the fruit of the
Spirit is lowe, joy, peace, long fufiering, gentlonejs, g50.-
nefs, faith, meeinels, temperance 5 a inflt lauch there is no
law. Neither can it be, that that heort (hould rejoyce
in the Lord, which hith not vet belicved in hin,
Whereppon 1t comcath to pafs, that where no faith s,
there can be nothmg but fear, trembling, horror, and
{fadnefs, as often as {uch either remember (rod, or hear
him named, yea, hatred and cnmity of God remaineth
in {uch hearts, the caufe whereof 15, for that the keare
void of faith, findeth it felf defiled with fins. whereby
1t doubted not but that it hath deferved th<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>