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T H E

Methodift Inftruéted.

GENTLEMEN,

F T am rightly informed, you have

taken out a Jicerce for your Tabernacle
at Gravefend, and licenfed your{elves as Pro-
teftant Diffenters, under the denomination
of Independents ; by which, you have unde-
niably proved, that you are endowed with
the wildom of the Serpens; but, 1 fear,
not with the harmleflnefs of the Dowve.

This was moft eifely done by you, for
two very material reafons : for, firft, there
i1s a congregation of well-behaved, fenfible
Prefbyterians already in the town, and it
would not have an{wered vour private ends
{o well, if you had not dlﬂlngmfhed your-
felves by fome other name : and, {econdly,
without a /Jicence, you could not have fet
apart a place for divine worfhip, without
having been obnoxious to the penalty of the
law, which requires it of you.

But, methinks, you have not {o fully
provui your dove-like innocence thereby.
For, 1in the firft pl ace, you profefs yourfelves
to be Members of the Ejlablibed Church, and
vet you needleflly feparate yvourfelves from it.

B 2dly.
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~ 2dly. You pretend a great veneration fo@

its do&rine and Worfhip, and, at the fame
time you pray extempore in your tabernacle;
by which you have introduced a different
manner of worthip, and fet afide the for#
you profefs to admire.

3dly. You have licenfed yourfelves under
the chara&ter of Independents, than which,
(how politic foever it may be) nothing is
more contrary to the government of the
church you own yourfelves members of : for
the Independents are a fect of Diflenters
who fet up for a Church of themfelves, in-
dependent of all other churches; govern
themf{elves by their own laws; and difelaim
all foreign power and jurifdiétion whatfo-
ever, whether of Bithops, Prefbyters, &c.
which 1s no proof of your great zeal for its
difcipline and doctrine : nor is your claim
to the implicity of the dove at all f’crcngth-
ened, but rather rendered more doubtful in
the 0pinions of all intelligent and 1mpartial
judges.

4thly. You have fet afide Ordination,
contrary to the rule and appointment of the
church, and admit of lay-preachers; there-
by debafling the vencrable office of the mi-
niftry, and bringing that moft refpeétable
character into contemnpt : which is another
very great abiurcity and contradilion ; for
m io doing you declare yourfelves to be
eneciniles to the church, inftead of fricnds
to it, to 1ts mofit efiential conflitution.

sthly,
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¢thly. If T may prefume, T would afk
you, What is it you feparate yourfelves
from the church of England for? Your
pretence, I know, is, that the clergy don’t
preach the Gofpe/, don’t preach Chrz/f; and
that they are all, or moft of them, mere
moralifts, which, in your fenfe of the word,
is only a more civil appellation, or name,
for Heathens, and you cannot edify by
them. Very civil, indeed, O ye Solifi-
dians ! and no doubt the clergy will as ci-
villy acknowledge it in their turn. But
what do you mean by this cant? for it is
nothing elfe. Do they not preach repent-
ance towards God, and faith in our Lord
. Jefus Chrift, and obedience to his laws,
cach of them as they fee occafion? And
what is this but preaching the Gofpel ? Or
do you mean, they don’t mention the Lord
Fefus Chriff, by way of cbharm, fo often as
you do, on purpole to fct the multitude
a groaning, and conjure up a fpirit of Fa-
natwifin, when ever you think it neceflary,
in your aflemblies: zJz, ’tis confefled,
muft be very edifying to moft ‘of your
people.---None, more faithfully than the
clergy, (at leaft all within the circle of my
acquaintance) explain, and recommend the
laws of Chrift to their hearers: and pray,
is not recommending obedience to his laws,
preaching Chrift ? And is not this Chriftian
Morality, which gives you fo great offence,
much preferable to your extempore, fana-
tical
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tical preachments ? and your founding from
your pulpits the name of Chrift, without =
rational meaning ¢ and trumpeting aloud
Faith, without Works ¢

I would fain know of you, who are the
beft Subjecs to king George, they who call
him King, and deny the neceflity of obe-
dience to his laws; or, they who acknow-
ledge him to be their Sovereign, and preach
up obedience to themy ? And, for the fame
reafon, Is not he the beft Divine, the beft
Chrniftian, who f{ays, we can neither be
juftified, or faved, without Repentance, and
a fincere Obedience to all God’s Laws? 1
fay, 1s not {uch a cne better than he, who
pretends we are Juf’nﬁcd and {aved by Faith
alone ? But, No, fay you, this'is more than
we plead for: for, though we contend that
we are juftified by Faith alone, we fay hike-
wife, that every tincere believer will bring
forth good 1rmta; and that he will not
oLherwﬁc be faved.---2%n do jo.---But,
geood Mr. Mcthodift, what neceflity is there
then for cood works, if we are juttified, 7 e.
if God deems us juft without them? Th vy
are nothing but fithy rags, as you often
rightly ot firve ¢, and of no account in the
fight of God, if what you profefls to be-
lieve be trues and we hall infallibly be
faved, whethcr we bring forth good fruits
or not, as ysur morc confiflent l:al'c.thﬁ.n tl C
Antuomians aflitmy ;0 .ny mm,ul)/ {lere
this, and, without miLcing the meatter,

beiaty

O
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boldly deny the neceflity of good works;
either to Juftification, or Salvation. Bat
You, to fave your credit, artfully plead the
neceflity of them to Salvation, and yet, at
the fame time, moft {ftupidly contradict
yourfelves, by maintaining we are juftified
by Faith alone. By which it 1s very evi-
dent, you do not underftand what is the
true {enfe of Fuflsfication ; and muflt mean,
whatever yon fay to the contrary, that we
may be juftified, and, if juftified, why not
pardoned and faved without them ; the very
{fame herefy, in effeét, as the Antinomians
are guilty of : the abfurdity and inconfiftency
of which 1s fo very great, that I cannot cn-
tertain {0 mean an opinion of you, as to.
think you will attempt to defend it. |

Be advifcd, then, by one who moft fin-
cercly wifhes both your prefent, and fature
wcifure, to examine carefully the principles
by which you have been mifled, and not
fuffer the vehement and bawling vocifera-
tions, the emaciated and dejefted coun-
tenances, the fad and mournful looks, the
difmal and melancholy fighs and groans, the
bombaftic and affected founds and geftures,
the antic and hypocritical grimaces of your
preachers, for which they are moft of them
lo very remarkable, any longer to deceive
you. |

If you have been led into an error in
building a Tabernacle (which fome fcruple
not to fay is erefted on a rotten founda-

tion)



(8)
tion) you may eafily corret that miftake,
as the fouvfe may be put to many other va-
lnable ufes, much more to your credit and
advantage, than what you, in your great,
and I hope well meant, but miftaken zea/,
intended i1t for. And if you unprove this
hint, you’ll thew your faz/ not to be an
enthufiaftic faith, but to be truly evangeli-
€al, built on the foundation which your
Saviour, and his Apoftles laid, both 1n

their life, and do&rine, by your good works.

To conclude: I fo far agree with you (if
it be your meaning) that faith 10 our Lord

Fefis Chrift, the Meffias, the Son of God,
the Savisur of the World, is the only true

juftifying faith, or all the faith that s ju//:-
[ytng : but this is not the only requifite ; nor

L)

can the mere belief of any article of the

‘Chriftian religion, fimply of itfelf, juftify
any one in the fight of God. We muft

add to our Faith i his Som, a true and {in-
cere repentance ; thatis, a thorough change
of the heart from Zice to Frrtue; and (as

far as in us lies, a uniform, conftant (not

partial) obedience to all his Laws : other-

“wife, however we may plume ourfelves on

our fuppofed Crthodoxy, or the opinions
of this, or that perfon, or {ett of religion,
we {hall never (if there is any truth in the
Bible) be cither juflified, pardoned, or fwed.
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