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Juftification 1s call’d Fuftification of life, W
becaufe while our fins are nnpardon’d, "y,
and we are under the {entence of con-
demnation, we aredeadin Law; but

being juftified and pardon’d, we are,

as 1t were, reftored to life again.

2. Becaufe 1n the Phrafe of Scri-
pture we are faid to be Regenerate,
and San&ified, and Juftified by Faith,
as well as faved. 1 Jobn 5. 1. He that
believeth that Fefus is the Chrift, is born
of God. Gal. 2. 20. The life which 1
now live in theflefh, Ilive by the Faith
of the Son of God 5 {peaking of .the
- new life of Sanltification. And Col. 2.
we are {aid to be rifen with Chrift, that
is, born to anew Life, by the Faith of
the operation of God, that raifed up “Jefws
from the dead 5 and to be juftified by
Faith, in innumerable places. ~ So that
it is very probable upon thefe accounts
that the Evangelift here, when he
fays, that believing you might bave life
in bhis mame, doth intend to take in
Regenerationand Juftification, as well
as eternal life, which is the confum-
mation of all the Bleflings of the Go-
{fpel. Icomenow to the Obférvati-

on, v%.
Q2 That
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Volume
(;5{111?? That this Faith of the Gofpel, which

I have defcribed, is truly and proper-
ly a Sanétifying, and Juftitying, and
Saving Faith.

1. 1 {hall fhew that it 15 properly a
Sanétifying Faith.

II. A Juftifying and Saving Faith.

I. Itis troly Sanctitying. T know
that thisterm of a Sancuifying Faith,
is not much in ule among Divines,
and theretore it may {eem a little more
{trange : but they might have ufed i
if they had pleafed, for it 1s every whit
as proper to call Faith fandfifying, as
juftifying or faving, Tt is true indeed,
thisexprefs term of a fanififying Faith
1s 0o where 1n Scriptare; no more are
the very terms of juftifying and [aving
Faith : but we are {aid #o be juffified
and faved by Faitk 1n Scripture, which
isasmuch as if the terms had been
ufed. And we are faid allo to be
fandtified by Faith, as well as juftifies
cand faved, Alls 15. 9. Our beart.
are {aid to be purified by - Faith, Anc
dnlikewile, our witfory over the world
| - tha
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that 15, our conquering and fubduing gm
of our covetous, and ambitious, and VIIL
fenfual lufts and defires, are in a pe-

culiar manner afcribed to this Faith

which 1 have defcribed, 1 Fobn 5. 4,

5. Lhis 75 the vilkory that overcomet!;

the world, even our Faith. Who is be

that overcometh the world, but be that

believeth that 5‘@[5%‘ s the Som of
(God ¢ -

I1. That this Faith is truly and pro-
perly juftifying, and faving Faith, 1
put thele, Fuftification and Salvation,
together, partly becaule they are of
the {fame confideration, as to the in-
fluence which Faith hath uponthem:
and the latter follows upon the former 5
for if we be juflified by Faiih, that is,
have our f{ins pardoned, by the {ame
att of Faitn we are faved trom Hell,
and confequently made capable of eter-
nallife; 1{ay, by the very{ame alt of
Faith that we obtain the pardon of our
{ins, we are faved from Hell, that is
the punithment due to finy for par-
don removes the guilt, and guilt is
nothing elle but a1 obligation to pu-
nihment: and partly, becaufe 1 find
the Scripture ofeth them promif-

Q 3 cuoudly,
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m Cu]ouﬂy. When St, 7&!#161’ diprtes

X1, about Juftification by Faith, he ufes
the term of being faved by Faith,
Jam. 2. 14. Can Faith [we bims
Sometimes, of being juftified, ver. 24
So that a man is wot juftified by Faith
only.

In {peaking to this Propofition, that
the Faith of the Golpel, which1 have
defcribed, is properly Juftifying and
Saving Faith, I f{hall do thefe fix
things.

1. Shew that Juftification in Scri-
pture fignifies no more than the Par-
dorand Remiflion of fins.

2. That Faith can tn no proptiety
of Language be {aid to be the infiru-
ment of our Pardon.

3. That the izHuence that the Faith
of the Gofpel which I have defcribed,
hath upon the Pardon of fin, is this
that 1t 1s the whole and entire conditi-
on required on our parts, upon the
performance of which God hath pro-
mifed to Pardon our fins, and to fave

}259
4. That
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A

4. That the Scripture where it treats S%"Ifilﬁn

of Jultification by Faith, {peaks of this

Faith which I have d.efcnhed and no
other.

5. That no metaphorical defcripti-
ons of Juftifying Faith are allowable,
any farther than as they ferve to il-
lnftrate and make clear the plain and
fimple notion of the thing. For if
Metaphors once come to be infifted on,
and {trained, and coniequences come
to be drawn trom them, and Doltrines
founded, and Theories built upon
them, they are of very 1ll confequence,
and {erve to no other purpole but to
blind and obfcure the plain and fimple
notions of things, and to {educe and
mi{-lead the underltandings of men,
and to multiply controverfies without
end. And I the rather take notice of
this abufe of Metaphors upon this {ub-
jelt, becauie I do notknow any other
head of Divinity which hath {uftered
{o much by them, as the Doctrine of
Jultifying Faith ; whereby the plain
ruth hath been very much oblcur'd,

and occafion minifter’d to many endm
lels difputes,

£ i
(N &, T had
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1L 6. That if this plain and fimple
notion of Jultifying Faith were ad-
mitted, 1t would {aperfede all thole
controverfies about Jultification, which
have {o much troubled the Church.
Thele ?“ﬁrti alars I {hall by Godsal-
fifiznce {peak to, not ont of a mind
to 0ppl Geand contradilt others s (what
A pitiful delignis that! and how much
below one that isto {peak ro men, n
the name and fear of God | | ) but out
of a hearty defire to pring the truth
to light, and to contribuie iomething
to the clearing of that which 15 of {o

great importance and concernment to
Chriftian Religlomn,

v. ‘& hat Jultification of a finoer 1n
scriprure, fignifies no more than the
Pardon of {in.  Thatthere are {everal
accepiations of the word Juftification
i the Mo W El d’camcm I deny not,
Sometimes it i 19 NIES 3ﬁprﬂbatwn in
seneral of a hm@, OF ph erfon.  Sothe

word Is uled, fufe 7. 29. And dl
fﬁg pwp!e thai mm‘d fﬁzm and the pﬂﬁw
licansy juftified Ged, being baptized with

*2‘5 Hﬁ_pf 20 (?T 3"3!{}?’ ‘ -’#"ﬂ ﬁ"cﬂi ﬁd
*‘I I,[), FS ;f}.f :_} ?hﬁ .si:"

3 h hmr ?g}ﬂmwd
- mrﬁ
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and followed his Counfel, as, aPpears Sermon |
evidently Dy the oppofition in the next  ViIi.
words ; But the Pharifees and Lawyers
rejected the counfel of God againft them-
[elves, being not baptized of bim. Thole
that rejeied the connfel of (God, are op-
pofed to thofe that juftified God. And
{0 at the 35. wer. But Wifdom is jufii-
fied of her children, thatis, isapproved.
And {o very probably it may be un-
derftood in the Parable of the Pharifee
and the Publican, 1 tell you, this man
weni down to bis houfe juftsfied rather
than the other ; that 15, of the two,
God did rather approve of his hum-
ble carriage, than the Pharifees proud
and infolent behaviour. Sometimes
it {iguifies any Proof or Declaration of
a thing. So Rowz. 3. 4. Let God be true, -
but every man a liar, as it is-written,
That thon mighteft be juftified in thy fay-
ings, and mighteft overcome when thou art
judged, thatis,that all thy words or pro-
mifes might be proved and declared to
be true, and that thou may’{t prevail
whenever thou art impleaded by men
of unfaithfulnefs and unrighteoufnefs.
And {o 1 Tim. 3. 16. Chrift 1s {aid %o
be juflified in the [pirit 5 that is, by
the Teftimony of the Spirit concerning
‘ | him 2
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~A him, asalfo by the Miracles which he

V%}(III?: Wroughc bY the HOIY GhOﬁ?, and the

miraculous gifts of the Spirit which
were pour'd forth on the Apoftles,
he was proved and declared to be the
true Meffzas,and the Son of God. And
this Phrale of Chrift’s being juftified by
the Spirit, {eems to be of the fame
{enfe with that expreflion, fom. 1. 4.
Declared to be the Son of God, with
power, according to the Spirit of bolinefs,
by the refurreiiion from: the dead, that
15, he was evidently proved to be the
Son of God, by the great Miracle of
his Re{’L:zrmﬂic;:i.z3 which was wrought
by the Power of the Holy Gholt. But
moft freqnently, to Juftifie, in Scri-
prure, fignifies to Pardon,

Thus the word Jultifie, doth figni-
fie varioully, according to the {ubjett
or matter it is applied to: but when
it isapplied to a finner, it fignifies no-
thing elie but Pardon of his fin. Nor
can 1 poflibly apprehend what other
fiotion men can trame to themfelves,
of a finner's being {ultified, diftindk
from Pardon and Remiflion. Indeed

if 2 perfon be net reaily guilty, that
1
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15 unjultly accufed of a crime, he W
may be {aid to be juftified, when he VIIL
15 cleared from the charge and accu-
{ation which is bronght againft him:
but 1f a Man be guilty, he cannot
otherwife be {aid to be juftified than
by having the guilt removed s that
is, by being pardoned. And that the
Scripture underftands the {ame thing
by Juftification, and Pardon, cr Re-
miflion of fins, 15, I think, very evi-
dent from thefe two Texts. Aifs 13.
38, 39. That through this man is
preached unto you the forgivenefs of
fins 5 that 15, 1n and through Fefw
Corift the way of Pardon and For-
oivene(s 15 declared, and by him, ol
that believe are juftified from all things.
from which ye could not be juftified by
the law of Mofes:; that 1s, and ac
cording to this declaration, allthat do
believe, are by him, that is, by th-
virtue of his Sacrifice, acquirted and
cleared from the guilt of ail thofe
fins, for which there was no way of
expiation provided by the Law of
Mofes, that is, of prelumptuous fins,
for which there was no Sacrifice,
but the Man was to be cut off. Now
if the meaning of this Text be this,
that
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Faith not the Infirumen:

that in and through Chrif2 the way of
Pardon and Forgivcmls 15 dedared;
and accordingly zll that do believe 1
him are pardon'd, thea to be jultified
and pardoned, are all one in this place
burt this 15 the meaning of the Tex,
if by the Phrale of being juflifed from
all things, from which we could not fe

iuftified by the law of Moles, be meant

the pardoning of {uch Sins and Tranf.
grefiions, for which, by the Law of
Mojes there was no way of expiation:
bur this mult of neceffity be the mean.
ing of this Phrafe 5 for what are shofe
things, trom which 1t is {aid, we could
%ot ve juftsfied by toe Law of Mofes,
out finful tran{grelfions and violations
of the Law? And how can a Man be
{aid to be juftified frome any fin awd
franfgre(fon, otherwife than by the
Pardon and Forgivenefs of it? The
other Text is Rom. 4. 6, 7, 8, Ewven
# 1davyd alfp defovibeth the bleffednefs
of the wmarn, unte whom God .a"'ﬁfpmetf?
rigiteoninefs without works, jaying, Blef-

Jea are they whole iniguities arc forgi-

ven, and whaie fins are covered s Blef-

fed is the man to whom ithe Lovd will

w0f spepiie few. The Man unto whom
26 ipsputitf ff'{é’gf}h:mg};’gf}? 1 the Man
| o
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of our “Juftification. AR

whom God juftifies. Now, how does geymon
David defcribe the bleffednefs of the VI
Man whom God juflifies ¢ Thus, Blef-
(ed is the man whofe iniquities are for-

given, and whofe fins are covered, which

is a Metaphorical expreflion ot the

(ame thing, covering of fir beng the
pardoning of it. From hencel realon,

if according to the Apoitle thole Pro-
pofitions be equivalent, Dleffed is the

wan whofe iniquities are forgiven, and
Blefed is the mar whone God  Fuftifes,

then according to the Apoltle, juftifica-
tionand Forgivenefsof {insareali one :

but thole Propofitions are equivalent,

1i the Apoftlecite the Text our of the

Plalme pertinently,

2. That Faith can in no tolerable
propriety of Language be {aid to be
the mftroment of our Pardon, and
confequently not  of our Juftificati-
on. An Inftrumentis fomething {ubor-
dinateto the principal eflicient Caufe,
and made ufe of 1t,- by it to produce
the EffeCt: and this in natural and
artificial Caufes may be underftood,
but what notion to have oi a moral
inftrument, 1 contefs T am at a lofs.
Butte bring the bufinefs ont of the

clouds,
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Vo clouds ; We may thus conceive of the
¥q. pardon of fin. God in the Gofpel hath
entred intoa Covenant of Grace and
Mercy with Sinners ; one of the Be-
nefits promifed by God in the Cove-
nant, 15 pardon of fin. The Conditions
upon which we {hall be made parta-
kers of the Beneftt, are comprehend-
ed 1n this one word, Faith, which
fignifiesthe whole of Chriftian Reli-
oion, wiz. fuch an effeGual affent to
the Revelation of the Gofpel, as doth
produce Repentance, and fincere O-
bedience, and a truft and confidence
in Cbrzﬂ alone for Salvation. The
procuring or meritorious Caufe of
this Benefit, viz. the pardon of our
{ins, 1sthe death of Chrift, which is
called his Blood or Sacrifice. The
principal efficient Caufe of our pardon
s God, in theSentence oi the Law, or
which s all one, in the tenor of this
Covenant, declaring us pardon’d up-
on thefe terms and conditions. Now
how can Faith, which 1sana&on our
parts, and the condition to be per-
formed by us, be faid to be an Inftra-
ment in the hand of God of our Par-
don unlefs men will think fit tocalla
* Cone
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Condition all Inﬁ:rumentg Which Ithink Sermon

no propriety of Language will allow. yjj.

[ fhould now proceed to the #hird
particular which I propos'd, but fhall
refer that to my next Difcourfe on this

Argumment.

S ER-
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The Third Sermon on this Text.

JOHN XX. 3

But thefe are written, that ye might be-
lieve that Fefus is the Chrift, the Sos
of God, and that believing ye wmight
have lifetbrough bis Nawme.

~F " HE Obfervation T am dilcoutrd-
§. ing upon is this, That to be-
lieve that fefws 1s the Chrift, the Son
of God, 1s truly and properly Sancti-
fying,and Juftitving,and Saving Faith.
I have enter’d upon the latter part of
the Obfervation, viz. to fhew that
R. this

Sermon

1X.
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A this is truly and properly Juitifying
V%fe and Saving Faith, in {peaking to which,

I propos'd to fhew fix things.

1. That Juftification n Scripture
fignifies no more, but the Pardon and
Remiflion of fins.

s, That Faith can in no propriety
of Language, be faid to be the In-
{trument of our pardon.  Thus far |
have gone, and now proceed to what
remains, vin. to {fhew,

3. That the influence which Faith
hath upon the Pardon of fin, is this,
that it is the whole and entire conditi-
on, required in the Gofpe!, of our par-
don, upon the performance of which
God hath promifed to pardon {m;
which appears thus. Al the conditi-
ons the Gofpel requires on cur part 1
order to Pardon, may Dbe reduced to
thefe forr hieads.

[ 1) Au Afient to the Trud of the
(olpel.

(2. A Yreafr and Conhidence i
Chrift as our only bavioul, |
[ 2-) Be
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LAY

(3. ) Repentance from dead works. Se{%?n

( 4.) Sincere obsdience and Holi-
nefs of Life. But I have already
proved at large, that all thefe are com-
prehended in the New Teftament no-
tion of Faith, which fignifies the whole
of Chriftian Religion. And that Re-
pentance and Obedience are Conditi-
ons of our Pardon, and confequent-
ly of our Juftification, appears from
thefe Texts, Ads 3. 19. Repent there-
fore and be converted, that your fins
may be blotted out. Doth not this im-
ply that upon condition we do repent
and be converted, God will Par-
don our fins? 1 Fobm 1. 9. If we
confefs onr fins, (that is, with a Re-
{olution to leave thems as 1t 15 {aid
elfewhere, he that confeffeth, and for-
faketh his finssy ) ke is faithful and juft
to forgive ws onr [ins, and to cleanfe
w from all unrighteoufnefs, Matt. 6.
14, I5. For if ye forgive men toeir
trefpaffes, your heavenly father will al-
Jo forgive yow: but if ye forgive not
men their trefpaffes, neither will your
fatoer forgive your trefpaffes. Aund to
the fame purpofe, Mast. 18. 35. &p

R 2 [ike-
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W /i kew}ﬁ fhall Yy beavenly Fatber do un-

<[] t0 gou, if ye from yowr hearis forgive
" not every one his brother itheir tref-
paffes.  Luke 6. 37. TFudge wot, and
ye fhall wot be judged : condemn not,
and ye ﬂfmiﬁ nok be condemmned : fbr-»
give, and ye fhall be forgiven. Luke
1t 4. And forgive us oar fras: for
we alfo forgive cuvery one that is in-
debted to ws. Where doth the
Scripture make any thing more plain-
ly 4 Conditicn of Pardon, than it
here does our  forgiving ot others?
upon condit:on of tne performance
whereof he promifes to  forgive
us s and without which he threatens
not to forgive ns. I know not what
a Condition is, if it be not that which
if we perform we {hall receive the be-
nefit promifed 5 if we donot, we fhall

fall {fhort of 1t.

4. That the Scripture where 1t
fpeaks of Jaltification by Faith, {peaks
of this Faith, and no other, of {uch a
Faith as takes in the whole of Chri-
ftian Religion, The principal places
where tlie Scripture defignediy treats
of Jnftification by Faith, are the gal

an
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I~y
and 4¢h. Chapters of the Epiftles to Sermon

the Romans 5 the 2d. and 3d. tothe Ge- "1y
latians 5 and the od, of Bt Fames. In
the Romans and Galatians St. Paul
doth plainly oppofeFaich to the Law,
and the Rigltconfnefs of it to the
Works ot the Law 3 and 1t will clear-

ly appear to any one that will care-
fully read over thele Didcourles of

St. Panl’s, that by Faith 15 meant
the Difpenfation of the Gofpel, and

by the Law the Mofaical Admini-
{tration: and the refult of all thofc
Dilcourivsis, thatmen are not jult-
fied by performing the works which
the legal Di{penfation requiredy but
by aflenting and {ubmitting to the
Revelation of the Golpel. And this
isagreeableto what he {avs, Adfs 12.
38., 29. Throngh this man is preached . -
unto  you fargwenqﬁ* of finss and by -
bime, all that believe, are juflified frowe

all things, from which ye could not be
}zﬁﬁgﬁed by the law of Mofes.

It 1s true likewife, that the Apolftle,
in the Epiftie to the Romans, doth not
only dilpute againit thofe who f{im-
ply contended for juftification by the
legal Difpenfation ;5 but were faln al-

R 3 te
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ol {ointo the grofs error and miftake, that

olume . . . ‘

w11, they aid merit Juftification and Par-
don at God’s hand ; which is impoffi-
ble : for Pardon is free, and of grace,
or elfe it is not Pardon. Therefore the
Apoftle aflerts, that we are {o juftifred
by Faith, that neither our Afient to
the Gofpel, not our Obedience to the
Commands of it, do merit this at
God’s hands 3 for this would diretly
contradict Juftification by the Faith of
the Gofpel. For how can any Man
poilibly think, that he merits Pardon
by his believing an obeying the Go-
{pel, when ¢his is part of the Gofpel
which we believe, that Chrift died
forour fins, and purchafed our Par-
don at {o dear a rate; which had
been very unjuft, if we our f{elves
could have done any thing to have
merited it.

And that Faith is taken for the Re-
velation of the Golpel, in oppofition
to the legal Adminiftrations, will ap-
pear by confidering thefe Texts. Gdl
2.23. But before faith came, we were
kept under the law 5 by which the A-
poftle plainly means this, that before
the Revelation of the Gofpel to the
T % World
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World, we wereunder the legal Ad- S~
miniltratton : for he adds afterwards, “yx
We were [hut uy unto the Faith that
fhonld afterward be revealed 5 and what

is the Faith that [hould afterward be
revealed, but the Gofpel? which in

the fulnefs of time was to be reveal-

ed to the World, till which time we
were held under the difpenfation of
the Law : and wer. 24. Wherefore the
law was our  Schoolmafter to bring ws
unto Chrift, that we might be juftified
by Faithy thatis, The Law was a Dif-
cipline preparatory for the Gofpel, that
when that came, we might be juftifi-

ed by it: and ‘wer. 25. But after that
Faithis come, we are no longer under a

Schoolmafter, thatis, After the Gofpel
was revealed, we were fet free from the
{evere and harfh Dilpenfation of the

Law ; and our Aflent and Submiffion
to that Revelation, is that whereby
we are {aid to be juftified. Rom. 3.
13, Even the vighteoufnefsof God, which
is by the faith of Fefus Chrift, that 1is,
by the Gofpel, wnto all, and upon all
thens that believe. And ver., 26. That
ke might be juft, and the juflifier of
hine wbich believeth in Jefus 5 v n
tisaws Inol, the juftifier of him that

B A Yieldﬁ
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W yields Affent and Submiffion to the

XII. Gofpel of Chrift. And this Faith
15 {aid to be imputed to us for Righte-
oufnefs, Chap. 4. 24. Dut for us alfs,
to whome it [hall be imputed, if we be-
licve on hine that raifed up “Jefus our
Lord from the dead s that 135, If we
affent and {ubmit to the Revelation
of the Gofpel, which God hath con-
firmed by that eminent Miracle of
ratiing vp Chrift from the dead.

E St. Famees tells us moft exprelly, that
the Faich which jultifies doth contam
Obedience m it: and ifit do not, it is
dead, and falfe, and meftetual to all
purpofes of Pardon and Salvation:
and that itany Man pretend to Faith,
and that Faith be defliture of the pro-
perand genuine Efelts of true Faith,
it will be unprofitable to him, and
not at all avail to his Juflification
1ad Salvation,  The fum of his Dif-
courie 1s, that the Faith which Jufti-
fics and {aves us, muft not only be
a bare Afient of the underftanding to
the Truths of the Gofpel; but muft
include 1n it Obedience to all the Com-

mands of tie Goflpel: and if 1t does
nof, it does no more defsrve the name

R Y s of
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of Faith, than good words to a Man Sgrmon

in want, deferve the name of Cha- IX,
rity. Chap. 2. wver. 14, 15, 16, 17
What doth it profit, my brethren, though
4 man fay be bath Laith, and hath
not works ¢ can Faith [ave him ¢ If 4
Brother or Sifter be naked, and defti-
tute of daily food, and ome of yow [ay
unto thewme, Depart in peace, be you
warmed and filled 5 notwithftanding ye
give them not thofe things which are
needfulto the body : whas dotis it pro-
fit ¢ Even [fo Faith, if it bhath not
works, ¥ dead, being alome. And to
this purpofe he inftanceth in Abra-
bam, and Rabab, and {hews that the
Faith which juftified them, did m-
clude in it the Effets of Faith, wiz.
Obedience, and good Works, wer
21, 22, Was not Abrabam onr Faties
iuftified byworks, when he bad offeven
Laac bis fon wupon the Altar ¢ Seefi
thow bow Faith wrought with bis worss,
and by works was IFaith made perfeds =
And, wer.23. And the Scripiure was
fulfillea, which [aith, Abrabam belicved
God, and it wos imputed wuio wiw [
Rightesufnefs. But it  Abrabam weie
juftified by words, viz. by offering up
nis Sonupon the Alear, in Obediepre

10



280 1%e agreement of St, Paul with
Volume 10 Cod’s Command, as he fays be.
v fore, at the 21. werfe, how was the
Sevipture  fulfilled, which fuith, thy
Faith was imputed to him for Righte-
oufnefs, that is, He was jultified by
Faith 3 unlefs Faith take in the works
of Obedience ? From whence he con-
cludes, that by works 2 man is jufti.
fied, and_mot by Fuaith only; not by
naked Aflent to the trath, but by fuch
a Faith as includes Obedience 5 which
he farther illuftrates by a  fimili-
tude at the laflt werfes As the Body
without the Spirit is dead, (o Fuith
witbout works is dead alfs, Aliving
Faith doth as traly contain Obedi-
encen i, asa living body containsa
Spirit,

And tnofe diftinétions which are
commoniy applied to this Difcourfe
0f St. James do not clear it, but con-
tradit the exprefs defign of it, Some
fa}? that fides que efi nivi JHf5ificat ;
fed non guaviva.  Faith which ic liv-
g jujtifies 3 but ot as alivine Faith, O-
thers fay, { which ismuch to the fame
purpole ) Fides juftificat fnc operibus ;
Jed  fides fine operibus wmon juftificat.
Faith juftifies without works 5 but Fai;ﬁ

wikh-

e



St. Yames, about Faith and Works.

withont works does not juftifie. But
St. Fames {ays exprelly, that we aere
juftified by works. How then is that
true, that Faith juftifies without works ¢
And he {ays that Works are the Life
ot our Faith. How then canany Man
{ay, thatihe' Faith juftifies 5 yet not 4s
it is a living Faith, when we are
juftiied by that which is the very

life of our Faith, and that 1s Obedi-
ence ?

There are #wo other diftintions
whereby men endeavour to ¢lude this
plain Text, which I did not men-
tion befores that Faith juftifies the

285§
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Perfor 5 and  Works juftifie the Faith,

and that this 15St. Fames his meaning.
But what ground for this, when the
Text {peaks exprelly of the Perfon be-

ing juftified by works, as well as Faith »

Was not Abraham our Father juflified
by Works ¢ ver. 21. You fee then that
by works a man is jufiified 5 and noi by
Faith  only. Ver. 24. Likewije alfs
was not Rahab the barlot jufisfied by
works ¢ What colour is here for any
Man to {ay, that St. Fames does not
{peak of the Tuftification of the Pes-
Jon by works ¢ but of the Fasth 2 Ox
: what
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- dbe agreement of St. Paul with
what neceffity of framing this diftint-
on, but only to {erve an opinion?
But at this rate a Man may maintan
agy thing, tho’ it be never {o contrary
to Scripture, and eludethe dﬁare"t Text
in the Bible,

The other dzﬁmf’twn which 15 much
to the {ame{enfe, 1s that the Apolile
doth not here {peak ofa real Juftifica-
rionn before God 3 but a declarative
Jultification belore men.  But accord-
g to this, what {en{e can be made
of ver. 14. What d@ifﬁ it profity my
brethren, if & man fay, 1| bave faith,
and  bave not works ¢ Can Faith ﬁ@e '*
bive £ That 1s, accordingto this ex-
plication, can Faith without Works
{ave him before mern 2

And this doth not contradict St
Panl, who {aich Gl 2. 16, that &
sean is wot fuftifted by the wovks of th
Jaw ; but 5& the Faith of Fefus Chrift,
tor how ddr:f::aﬂzig that we are jolt
fied not by the legal Difpenfation,
but by the Faith @f m;, Gofpe!l, which
includes Obedience and good works,
contradi¢t what St. Fames lays, tha:

we are not jultified by a4 bare affent
| 10

*
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to ‘the Truth of the Gofpel, but bY €ermon
Obedience to the Commands of 1t? X
And I do not {ee that upon the con-
trary {uppofition, ziz. that the Faith
of the Gofpel doth not include Obe-
dience 1n i, it is poflible to recon-
cle thele two Apoftles. Suppole
this was St. Paxl’s meaning, that we
are juftsfied by Faith, asthe only Con-
dition and In{trument, call 1t what
they will of our juftification s but not
by Obedience or good Works, as a
condirion of our luftiication; by
what kiud of Comment can St. Fames
his words be brought to this {enfe?
What Man would allow that thofe
words at the 21. ver. Was wot Abra-
bart sur bather juftified by works, whes
he offerea llaac bis fon upon the altar,
fhould be explained by this fenfe?
Was not Abrabarms, when in Obedi-
ence to God’s Command he had of-
ter’d his Son upon the Altar, and up-
on this At of Obedience was jufii-
fied, was not he juftified by Faith
only , and not by any work or
alt of Obedience? Or that thofe
words at the a4. verfe, Ye fee thexn
that by works a wean is juftified i and
wot by Faith only, fhould be interpre-

ted



254

Fulfe notions of jufbifying Faith.

~Aed, Yefee then that by Faith only a
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Man is juftified, and not by Works?
And unlefs they be thus interpreted,
they are not to be reconciled with the
{en(e of St. Paul’s words, which many
faften upon them: but if St. Pauls
words be taken in the moft plain and
obvious {enfe they are capable of, 7z
that we are not juftified by the works of
the law, that is, by performing the
works required by the legal Difpen-
{ation 5 but by the faith of Fefws Uhrif,
that is, by affenting and {ubmitting
to the Revelation of the Gofpel 5 we
do not {train St. Fames his words, to
reconcile him with St. Paul.

And thus I have (hewn, that where
the Scripture fpeaks of Juftification
by Faith, it {peaksof this Faith which
T have defcribed. I add, and of no
other ; not of a bare appropriation of
the Grace and Mercy of the Gofpel;
that is, in plain Englifb, this is not
juftifying Faith, to believe that 1 am
pardoned, and juftified; nor to have
2 firm affurance of this. For if we
be jaftified by Faith, we muft be-
fieve before we can be juftified ; but
if this be jullifying Faith to beheve,

of
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of pe aflured we are juftified, we ¢ x>
muft be juftified before we believey ™ 1y
orelfe when we believe that we are
jultified, we muft believe that which 1s
not true.  INorx 18 this juitifying Faith,
to lay hold of the Righteouinefs and
Merits of Chrilt for the Pardon
of our finss that is, to truft and cone
fide only in that, as the meritorious
Caufe of our Pardon. For tho this
be part of the notion of juftifying
Faith, 1t i1s not all; tho' this be one
of the Terms or Conditions upon
which we are juftibed 5 yet it 18 not
the whole and intire condition 5 which
befides this takes in an affent to the
whole Gofpel, Repentance from dead
works, and Obedience to all the Pre-
cepts of the Golpel. Andif any Man
can produce any one Text which faith,
that the Faith which juftifies, confilts
only inthe truft and confidence in the
Merits of Chrift, for the Pardon of
iin, or any tbing to thiseftect, I will
be moft ready publickly to acknow-
ledge my error: but ifno body can
do this, T fhall beg their Pardon if I
do continue {till of the fame mind I
was.
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How the Grace of God i free.

I have now done with the fourth
thing [ propounded: but before I
{peak to the #we heads which remain,
I muft remove an Objetion or two,
that my former Difcourfe may {een
hable to.

Objeltion firft, To make Obedience
a Condition of Pardon {eems to take
away the freenefs of God’s Grace i
pardoning linmners.

1. God’s Grace in pardoning a [in-
per 15 {aid to be free, not Becavfe it is
not {ufpended upon any Condition g
for the Scripture tells us plainly,
rhat 1t 1s upon the condition of Faith,
and Repentance, and forgiving others,
and the like ¢ but it is free becaule
God was plealed freely fo give his
Son to die for our fins, and to ac-
cept of his Sacrifice for the expiation
of them, and to impofe eafie and
realonable Conditions upon us, in ot-
der to our enjoying of this benefit
and upon fuch Conditions, tho' they
have nothing of Virtue or Merit, of
any Natural or Moral Efficacy to

deferve,
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deferve, or procure fuch a Benefit as m
the Pardon of our fins, for the fake 7y
ot his Son, whom he gave to b: a
ranfom for us, toreceive us to Grace
and Mercyy and 1 think chis abundantly
enough to make our jaltification. very
gracious and free, tho’ not ablolutely
free from all condition,

2, Our Salvation 1s {aid 1n Scripture
to be as free as our Jultification; we
are {aid o be faved by Grace, as weil
as juftified freely by bis Grace, But
will any Man f{ay, that we are {a-
ved without any Conditions, who
veads thele Texts? He that believeth on
tue Som, bath cverlafting life: but be
that believeth zot the Som, (hall not jce
fife. . Rleffed are the pire in heart : for
they fhall fee God.  Except ye repent, ye
fhall all likewife perifh, If ye walb af-
ser the flef, ye fhall die: but if thrs
the {pirit, ye mortifie the deeds of the
fleb, ye [hall live. Vithour holinefs uns
wan [pall fee the Lord, Sothathewho
can under{tand how we may be {aved
by Grace, tho” our Salvation be fuf-
pended upon the Condition of Faith;
Repentance, and Holinefs, and Obe-
dience of Hilg, may, it he pleafe, un-

G deritand
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oo derltand how we may be juftified

freely by God’s Grace, tho it be upon

XII  the fame Conditions. So that if men

were not monftroufly perverfe, it is

impoflible they fhould not fee the
weaknefs of this Objection.

Objeltion the jecond. This 1s the
Dolltrine of the Papifts, that Obedi-
ence and good Worksare a Condition
of our juftification.

Anfw. 1. 1 am for the Doltrine
which 15 evidently contained in Scri-
pture, whoever hold it. A Man ought
not to be frighted out of the truth by

any name,

2. But thereisa wide difference be-
tween the Doctrine of the Papilts a-
bout juftification, and this Dockrine.
They {ay that Obedience and good
Works are not only a Condition of
our juftification, but a meritorious
Caufe of it 3 which 1 abhor asmuch as
anyone. It is the Do trine of merit
that the Proteftants chiefly oppofe
in thre matter of juftification; and i
fome al{o oppofe the Papifts about geod

Works being a2 Condition, Iknow no
hody
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body that thinks himGIf obliged 0 G

hold every opiuion thatany Proteftant 1%,
hathh maintained again{t the Papifts:

and the like T{ay to the Cbjection of
Socinianifm, and Armivianifm, and 2
hundred names more, if people think
fitto falten them upon it.

. Andnow I might compare this Do-
Grine with the contrary. All that may
be {2id againft itis, that it dlmml(heth.
the Grace of God but that I have
fhewn it doth nots but then it hath
thele admnﬁges@ Ttis fo far as1 can
judge, (and mine own judgment mufl
govern me ) muchmore plauly con-
tained in Scripture, and it is a Do-
(rine more aacordmg Lo gad!’me/}ﬁ
it tends more to quicken mien to Obe-
dicnce and a boly life, to believe that
they cannot have their fins otherwile
pardon’d, than to believe that they
may have their {ins pardon’d without
Obedicnce and a holy life ¢ and 1f O-
bedierice be nota neceflary condition
of Pardon, itis plain that men may
be paidond.wat eut i, For Exam
ple, ifa Man promife mz 4 tlmu{a*‘f"ﬁ
Pounds, only upon this condiricn, that
Pwill believe him and tralt hi m, but
$ z with-
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v without any Condition of doing what

<1y he fhall command me, and he f{hall
declare thus much to me 5 If 1 can
troft  this Man’s word, [ need not
doubt but I fhall have the fum pro-
mijed, tho’ I thould dilobey him in
every thing that he commanded me o
dovs thzs is jult the cafe 5 and if it
he, 115 no wonder that men are {o
loti to disbelieve this plealant opini-
on, which gives men comfortable
hopm ot the Pardon of their {ins up-
on {och eafieterms.  Not that I am{o
vacharitable, as not to acknowledge
that our Worthy and Excellent Di-
vines,who have been cf this Judgment,
have always prefs'd the neceflity of
Holmefs and Obedience: but I am
{orry they could not do 1t with {o
good advantage, accordiilg to their
Principles, the natural confequence
of them tending to licentioufnefs, and
a neglect of the Precepts of the Go-
tpel, to which purpofe thev have been
{adly abufed by feveral Libertines in
thele and former times, ever fince Lu-
ther’s days, and I could never yet {ee
how Awuitinomianifmz could {olidly be
confuted upon thofe Principles.

. T hat
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5. That no Metaphorical de{cripti-
ons of jultitying Faith are aliowable
any farther than as they {erve to il-
luftrate the plain, and proper, and
fimple notion of Faith. My meaning
is, he that would teach men what
Faith 15, he mwnft firlt acquaint men
with the thing, and deicribe it in as
proper and gampln words as can be,
and not by Figurative and Metaphom
rical Phrafes, Indeed after 2 Man
hath delivered the funple notion of a
thing 1n proper words, he may aiter-
ward illuftrate it by Metaphors: but
then thefe are not to be infifted uvon,
and {trained ro the utmoft extent of
the Metaphor, bevond what the true
notion of the thig will bear: for if
con{equences once come {0 be drawn
from Metaphors, and DDoctrines found-
ed, and Theorics built upon them,
inftead of sllultrating the thing, they
blind and obfcure it, and {erve to no
other purpofe, but tof{educe and mif-
lead the underltandings of nen, and
to multiply Centroverfies without end s

and {as I told you before ) 1do the
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tather take notice of this abufle of

Metaphors upon this {ubjedt, becaufe
S 3 i
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Volome I do not know any other head of Di,

w1{, vinity which hath {uffered {o much
by them, as the Doctrine of juftifying
Faith, whereby ‘the plain Truth hath
been very much darkned, and occa-
{ion minilired to many endlels dif-
putes, But this will beft appear by
fome particular inftances. Jultifying
Faith hath ufually been defcribed by
thefe Metaphors, reffing, and relying,
and leaning upon Chrift, apprebending
snd lying hold, and applying ot Chrif,
receiving of Chrilt, and coming to him.
Now concerning, thefe, T fhall briefly
{ptak thele three or four things.

“1.) That none of thele Metaphors,
except the two laft, receiving of Chrif},
and coming to him, are any whereufed
iz Scripture, to delcribe juftifying
Faith by 5 and therefore there is no
reafon why they fhould be {o much
ufed and infifted on. Let any Man
{hew me where juftifying Faith 15 any
where in Scripture defcribed by reff-
ing, and relying, and leaning upon
Chrift, by apprehending and laying hold,
and appiying of him, - S

(20 B
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(2.) If thefe Metaphors were ex-
plained and turned into proper and
plain words, they can fignifie nothing
elle, but that Faith which 1 have
been all this while defcribing. For
what can any Man underftand by
refting, and relying, and leaning upon
Chrilt, but to traft in him as the
Author of our eternal Salvation, under
which word ali the Benefits which
Chriit hath purchafed for us are com-
prehended? Now can any Man be
faid to truft in Chrift, asthe Author
of his Salvation, otherwife than by

263
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aflenting to the truth of the Gofpel,

and complying with the terms and
conditions of it? And what can any
Man underftand by apprefesding, and
laying bold on, and applying Chirifk, o-
ther than this, to make ufe of him for

all thofe ends and purpefes for which

God hath appointed him? And what

thofe are the Scripture tells us; that
be is made unto us of God, Wildom,
and  Righteonfnefs, and Saniification,

and Redemption.

(3.) As for thole Scripture Meta-
phors of receiving Chrilt, and coming

> 4 to
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o~ to him, the Scripture ufetls thern
olume . - |
~qp, out fparmgly, and 1 dare fay, for
once that it ufeth thefe Metaphors,
it doth twenty tirmes defcribe Faith
by plain aud proper words; and
where 1t does make ufe of thefe
Mewaphors, v doth {ufhceatly ex-
plain thew. 5o vou had coming to
Chnfy, 15 expizmned &y learning of
hie, Massh, vuv. 28, 20, Come unti
we all ye :tf%;zi‘ libour, and are beavy
laden, cod 1 will give you refl. Take
7y yche wpon you, and learn of me:
Jﬁ?" I am weck and lowly in beart;
and ye fliall fud veft wnto  your ﬁzr!.rﬁ
ihar 15, come to me 35 Scholars
and Efciples fo be taught by mes
m order to which, 1t 15 requifite
that we [honld pelieve lim. Oportet
difvenicm credere, he ihat will learn,
muft  belicve  hige 1hat teacheth bim,
ana truft his skill, And {o for re-
cezving him, left the Metaphor fhould
leduce men, St. Fobz had no fooner
uled it, “hut he relis what he meats
by "1, fj[a/a;z 1. 12. Dat as wmany as
zx‘ecewed bim, to ihon gave he power
20 become the Soas of God, even 1o

z?‘fww '‘that ﬁ'agfz e o2 His Ngfﬂﬁ . toat
~ is,
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5, believed him to be the perfon pro- Sermon
mifed to be the Me/fzas, and Saviourof 1Y,
the World 5 as appears by the oppoli-

tion 1n the Verle before, He came to

bis own, and bis own veceived kim not 5

that 15, rejeCted him, did not cwn

him to be the true Me/fzzs.  But now

if we will firain fuch a Metaphor as

this, beyond the intention of it, and
becaule belicving 15 call'd a receiving

of Chrifi, and we receive things

with the hand, and the hand 1s an
Inftrument, wili from hence inier,

that Faith i1s an Inftrument of our
jultification s what may not men make

of the Scripture at thisrate?

(4. ¥ will add this concerning Seri-
pture  Metaphots in general, that
where the Scripture ufeth Metaphors
which were very {amiblar mn thofe
Languages in which the Scripture was
writ, and well under(tood by thofe
who {poke that Lauguage, butare very
obfcure and uncouth to us, and not
at all nfed 1n our Language, as molt
of the Scripture Metaphors are, the
proper work of a Minifter 1s not to in-
fift in {uch cafes upon Scripture Meta-
phors, to darker his Dilcour(e by them,

by
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m but to explain them, and make them
<. inteliigible, to tranflate them into
Englifh, and inftead of them to ufe

fuch Phrales as peopie are more famili-

arly acquainted with, and are uled in

our own Languape. For a Man may

be a Barbarien that ipeaks to People

in unksown Phrafes and Metaphors, as

well as be thar [peaks in an wunknown
tongne 5 and the very {ame reaflon that
obligeth us to put the Scripture into

a known Language, doth oblige men

to explain the Dofirines contain'd in

it by fuch Phrafes and Metaphors as

are known and ufed in that Language.

6. That it this plain and f{imple
notion of juftifying Faith were ad-
mitted, it would {uperfede all thofe
Controverfies about juftification,whicl
have fo much troubled the reformed
Charches. Thole who have beencu-
rious to enquire into thefe matters,
have reckon'd up at leaft twenty feve-
ral opinions among the Proteftants
concerning juftifying Faith. ¥do not
defire to acquaint my {elf with thofe
difterences sy he that would know what
jufhification, and joltifying Faith are,
hall fooner coms to underftand the

Nature
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Nature of them, by diligent readingw

of the Scriptures, than by reading o- X,
ver all the controverfial Writings of
Divines about them:; and if men
would but content themfelves with
thofe plain and fimple Delcriptions,
which the Scripture'gives us of Faitu,
there could not be any great difterence
about it 3 this would cut off moft of
thofe difputes which have been com-
menced upon Metaphors, and figura-
tive {pecches. And here I had thought
to have defcended to a particular con-
fideration of the Controverfies about
juftiiying Faith, butIamweary of the
work ; and theretore thall only make
{fome brief RefleGtions upon this whole
Difcourle, and then apply it to our
own Ule. But this, God willing, the
next opportunity-. |

3 E R-
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The Fourth Serinon on this Text,

FJOHN XX, 31

But thefe are written, that ye weig bt be-
lieve that ngw is the Chrift, ﬂw Sow

of God, and that belicving ye might
have fg% thronzh bis Name.

i Hove in my former Dilcourieson
a thefe words treated largely of the
Nature of Chriftian Faith, pargicu-
larly as it Sanltifies, Juftifies, and
Saves men. Al that ¥iarcher W@m{%
";H
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“ is, to make fome refleGions upon this

V%?:c wholc Difcour{e, particularly that
which relates to juftrfying Faith, and
then toapply all to our own Ufe.

1 havealready taken notice of fm
Objettions, to which my Difcourfe
may feem liable; and if yet there
remaiiz any pre;udzcc upon any Man'’s
Spirit againft this Doltrine, T would
defire {uch calmly to cenfider it, and
the agreeablenefs of it not to the opi-
nions of men, but td the Wotd of
God, and the fuitablenefs of it to the
ereat defign of Chriftian Religion,
every where exprelt in the Gofpel,
which is to bring men to Holinefs
and Obedience. And what Argument
and confideration can bemore power-
ful to take men off from f{in, and to
excite them to the praltice of Holr-
nefs, than this, that Repentance and
Obedience are an indifpenfable Con-
dition of our Juftification and Par-
don? And this is the very point in
difference, whether the Gofpel do not
make R.epenmnce and Obedience con-
ditions of our Pardon and Juftificati-
on, as well dsanafient to the Truth
of the Golpel, and a truft in Chrift

A3
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ﬂ > .. - N e 8
as the meritorious canle of our Salva- gormon

tion. That they are, T have endeavour- ~ x|
ed to prove from Scripture ; and for
the farther clearing of 1t, 1 defire that
the Nature of the Gofpel-Covenant
may be well confider’d, which I take
to be this, On God’s part there are
certain Benefits promifed, Jullificati-
on, and Pardon of fin, and eternal
Life and Salvation. On our part there
are certain Conditions required before
we can be made partakers of thofe
Benefits 5 thefe are, to aflent to the
truth of the Golpel, trufting in Chnilt
as our only Saviour, Repentance trom
dead works, and a {incere purpofe and
refolution of Obedience, and a holy
lifc 5 thele make up the whole and en-
iire Condition of the Goipel, and are
often expreit by this one word, Faith,
which fignifies the whole duty of a
Chriftian 5 becaufs he thac truly be-
lieves the Goipe'ﬁ will do whatever
the Goipel requires.  And hence 1t is,
that to be 2 Chrittian, and to be a
Believer, are i the Phrate of the
New Teltament zll one. Now the
matter 1 controverile 1§ plainly thisg
whether this whole Condition be
required of us in order o our Eiara
GO
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The Gofpel-Covenant, conditional,
don and Jufufication, as well as in
order to our Salvation. That Repen-
rance, and Obedience, and Holinels
of lite, are Conditions of our Sal
vation, [ think1s univerfally agreed;
1 am fure it is clearly exprelt in thefe
two Texts, Chrift is the anthor of
eternal Salvation to thene that obey bim,
Heb. 5. 9. Witheut holinefs no wnar
fhall fee the Lord, Heb. 12.14. And
tnat the Condition of our Juftification
and Salvation are the {fame, I think 15

every whit as clear both from Scri-
pture, and from the general acknow-
iedgment of Divines by neceflary com-
fequence.  Frotm Scripture, St. Fames
fays, that the {ame thing that jultifies
us, faves us: for when he difputes,
whether we are juftiied by Faith
only, or by Faith and Works, he hath
this cxprefhion, What doth it profi,
wy brethrerz, the a man [ay be bath
Faith, and have wnor works, can faith

fave bimz ¢ ¥From whence the inference

i plam, that upon the very {ame
condition that we are jultihed, we
are {aved. And ’tis evident by necef-
{ary confequence from the general ac-
knowledgment of Divines 5 for I think
this 1s nmverfaily agreed by Divir_}l]es;,

tnat
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that whatever puts a Maninto a ftate S
of Juftification and Pardon, puts a ¥
Man into a {tate of Salvations and if
this be true, it neceflarily follows, that
the Conditions of our Juftification and
Salvation are the {ame: and if affent
to the trath of the Gofpel, and traftin
Chrift as our only Saviour, be the
only Conditions of our Jufhification,
then they are the only Conditions of
our Salvation; and Repentance and
Obedience are not Conditions of
our Salvation: but if they be Condi-
tions of our Salvation, then they are
of our Yuftification. And 1 will be bold
to {fay, that this hath as much of de-
monttration 1n it, as any thing in Di-
vinity is capable ofy and I wonder
extremely how any Man, that confi-
ders the Nature of the Gofpel-Cove-
nant, can imagine that we fhould be
made partakers of any Blefling or Be-
nefit promiled in the Covenant, with-
out performing, the whole Condition of
the Covenant.

And now 1if any Manask, Cui bono 2
To whatend is all this? Suppofe it be
true, to what purpofe s it to awaken

differences, and ftir up controverfies
) about
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m; about thefe matters? In order to thefe

X1l. #wo Ends, which [ take to be very con-
fiderable.

1. That we may be able to anfwer
the Papilts, who charge us with Soli-
fidianifme 5 as if we were of this opin-
on, That it a2 Man do but truft in
Chrift, that is, be but confidently
periwaded that he will fave him, and
pardon him, this 1s {uthcienty and
confequently, he that is thus perfwa-
ded, nced not take any farther care of
his Salvation, but may live as he lift.
And ¥ do not fee how this can be a-
voided 5 efpecially if this be true, which
our Divines univerfally aflert, That
whatever puts a Man 1nto a juilified
{tate, puts him into a f{tate ot Salva-
tion; I fay, 1 do not fee how this
Charge can be avoided, unlefs we own
Holinefs and Obedience to be Condi-
tions of our Juftification, as well as
Troft in Chrift. I know no other
middle vuy between Popery and  An-
pingmianifm.  But,

2. Which is more confiderable,
Without this we can give no {atisfacto-
iy and reafonable account of our Re-

ligion
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then thould fay thus, Your Religion X,
gives a very good account of the cor-
ruptionn and finfalnefs of Mankind,
and hath provided a very probable
Remedy for the expiation of 1, by the
death of the Son of God: but this
feems to me very unreatorable, and
to contradi¢t the moit natural noti-
ons that we have of God’s Juflice
and Holinefs, that he fhould pardon
men, as you fay he does, tho they
do not repent of thetr fins, nor are
refolved to leave them, nay, tho’
they be relolved to go on in a wick-
ed courfe. Did ever any wile Prince
pardon a Traitor upon thefe terms s
But whoever {ays that repentance,
and a fincere purpofe and Refolution
of Obedience, are not the Condition
of our pardon, fays that God will
pardon men without Repentance, tho'
they are not at all {orry for what they
have done, nor refolved to change
their courfe: for that 15 a Condition
without which a thing cannot bej
and 1f Repentance be not a Condition
of pardon, a Man may be pardoned
without 1t. And if this be true,
Chriftianitv i the moflt lewd and
) T 2 {enie-
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ol fenfelefs Dottrine in the World. For
X[ Whatcan be a greater encouragement
to fin than this, to tell men that they
may be pardoned without Repen-
tance? Thatis, tho’ they live in fin,
and continue {0 todo, Paganife ne-
ver taught any {uch thing. Nay, they
may add farther, That this which you
teach as the Doltrive of your Religi-
gion, {cemsexprelly contrary to your
own nBooks, which you f{ay contain
your Religion, Does not the Bible
£ that e that confeffeth and for-
Jakertr bis feag fhall find mercyé  And
doth not this plainly imply, that Re-
pentance 18 a Condition of pardon?
Let the wicked forfake bis way, and
the unrighteous man his thoughts, and
fet Fimz veturn unto the Lord, and be
will bave wiercy wpore binesy and to onr
Fod, for he will abundantly pardon.
Doth it not fay, that if you forgive
not zen their itrefpalfes, wmcither will
gour heavenly Father forgive yon? Can
aily words more plainly exprefs a
condition than thele do? How thould
we beable to defend cur Religion a-
gawnft {uch an aflault, unlels we dif-
claim this Charge, and tell them plain-
ly, and without a duiindtion, That
% OUE
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b A
our Religion teacheth that Repen- germon

tance and Refolution of Holinefs and X,
Obedience are Conditions of our Par-
don and Juftification ? 1 would to God
men would confult the honour of
Chriftianity, and when they hold any
opinion, they would confider not the
intere(t of a Party, but the univerfal
Concernment of Chriftian Religion.
Ifwe had to deal with {ubtile Hea-
thens, as the primitive Fathers of the
Church had, wefhould{ee a necefiity
of laying afide {fuch unrealonable opi-
nions. [would fain have any Man
fhew any one clear paflage out of
any of the ancient Fathers and Wri-
ters concerning Chriftian Religion,
which fays, That Truft in Chrift for
Salvation is the only Condition of
our Juftification, and that Repentance
and Obedience are not 5 or that ex-
plains Juftification by Faith alone, in
this fenfe. I know it is ufually {aid,
the ancient Fathers and Chriftians
were ignorant of the Doltrine of Jufti-
fication 1n a great meafure, and knew
very little of the Myltery of the Go-
{fpel. 1 know not what they mean
by Myftery - but 1 am {ure they defined
Chriftian Religion better, and gavea
1 2 more
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Voln e more reafonable and fausiaélory ac-
Y[, countofit,thanany of thofedo, who

are {o apt to {light them,

The Ufe of this Dodtrine is as fol-
lows.

Firft, To perfwade men to place
all their hope and confidence of Sal-
vatiot in je us Chrift the Son of God s
that is, to believe that through the
alone merit of his Death and Suffer
1ngs, God 15 reconciled to us, and that
only upon the account of the Satif-
taction which he hath made to D
vine Juftice;, we are reftored to the
favour of God, and our f{ins are par-
don’dto us, and we have a title to
cternal life. INot but that there are
Conditions required on our part, tc
make wus capable of thele Benefits,
tatth and Repentance and fincere
Obedience and Holinels of life, with-
out which we fhall never be made
partakers of them : but that the Satif-
faction of Chrift 1s the only meritori-
Jus Caufe of thefe bleflings. And to
perfwade men to the beliet of this,
thall ‘endeavouy to {atisfic them of
thete #we things. | |

. 2. Thai
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[. That Chrift hath properly me-
rited thefe Bleflings for us,

II. That he only hath done it.
The firft of thele Propofitions 1s di-
reCtly levell'd agawnft the Socinians -
the fecond againlt the Papifes, 1 {hall
{peak but brietly of them.

I, Thar Cheiflt hath properly me-
rite<] thele Bleflingsfor us.  And this
being purely matter of Revelation,
we are to rely npon Sciipture only for
the proof of it. Mats, 20. 23. The Son of
man came not fo bo winifter'd unto, buk to
minifter, and togive bis [ife aranfom for
many, hutpev avli worhawy, 4 price of
Redemptior;, 1nitead o1 that which
thould have been paid by us. Fobr
&, 51, And the bread which I will give
s wry flefb, which I will give for the
life of the worid. Johniyc. 11, Chrift
15 call’d the good Shepherd that lays
down his life for his Sheep.  John 13.
12, 1. Lhisis mycommandment, that
ye love ome another, as I bave loved
yon, (Greater lowe hath no man iha:
this, that a man lay down bis life for
bis friends. Matth, 26.28.  For this

I 75

ot



280 Pardon and Salvation merited

W is w2y blood of the neyy  teftament, which

11, i+ fhed for many, for the remilfion of fins.
" Rom. 5. 6. For when we were yet withou

ftrength, in due time Chrift died for
the wngodly. ¥ Cor. 15. 3. For |
delivered wunto gou firft of all, that
which I alfo received, hovw that Chrif
aied for eur [ins according to the Seri-
ptures. 2 Cor. 5. 14, 15. For the
love of Chrift conflyaineth ws, becanfe
e $hus judge s that if one dyed for all,
iher were all dead i And that be died
vor all, that they which live, fhonld
wot henceforih live unio themfelves, byt
santo  him which died for them, and
and rofe again, ©ph. 1.7, Inwhom we
fiave redensptivn through his blood, the
Torgivene(s of frns, according to the riches
of bis grace. Col. 1. 20, 21, 22,
And  baving made peace through the
dlood of bis erofs ) by bim to reconcile
all things umio hinifelf, by bim, I [aj,
whether they be things in earth, or
things in hbeaven. And you that were
Jometine alienated, and ememzes in your
weind by wicked works, yet now bath be
reconciled, in the body of his  flefh
through death, to prefent you holy and
unblameable and  unreprovable in bis

' ﬁgé?:
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fight. 1 Thefl. 5. 9, vo. For Gadw
bath not appointed ws 1o wrath : but X,
to obtain falvation by our Lord Fefus
Chrift, who died for us, Heb. 2. 9. Thai
he by the grace of God fhould tafte death
for every man. Heb. 9. 11, 12, 13,
14, 15. But Chrift being come an high
prieft of good things to come, by a grea-
ter and wmore perfelt tabernacle, not
made with bands, that is 1o fay, not
of this building 5 neither by the blood
of goats and cdlves, but by bis own
blood be emved in once into the holy
place, baving obtained eternal redemp-
tigre for us.  For if the Elood of bulls
and of goats, and the afbes of an bei-
fer, fprinkling the unclean, fanitifpeth
bo the purifying of the flefb 5 how much
more  fhall the blood of Chrift, who
through the eternal Spirit offered bius-
Jelf without [pot to God, purce your ¢on-
feience frome dead works, o ferve the
living God 2 Aud for this canfe he is
ihe Mediator of the New Teffamecnt,
that by weeans of death, for the vedenspti-
onof the tranfgrelfrons that were under
thefirft Teftament, they which are cal.
fed might receive the promife of eternal
inberitance. Andver.2g, 26, 27, 28,
Nor yet ‘that be ﬂﬂogdd offer 55’5}%@%{ Of~

ey
187



82 Pardon and Salvation merited

Volome k6%, asthe high prieft enireth imto the
XL Poly place every year with blood of o-
thers : ( For then wmfl be often have
fuffered fince the foundation of the world )
but now once in the end of tie world, hath
he appeared toput away fin by the facrifice
of bimfelf. Awnd asit is appointed un-
so men once bo die, but after this the
Fudgment : [o Chrift was once offered to
bear the fins of many s and unto thew that
fook for bive, fhall he appear the fecond
fime, without fin, unto falvation. Heb.
10. 18, 12- And every Prieft ftandeth
darly winiftring  and offering oftentinmes
1he fanze Jacrifices, which car never take
away fins 2 but  this wman after he bad
offered ome [acrifice for fins, for ever
Jate doww on the vight band of God.
i Pet. 1. 18, 19, Foramuch as ye
know that ye were nob redecmed with cor-
ruptible thinys, s filver and gold, from
your wain converfation received by tras
dition from your fathers : but with the
precions bleod of Chrift, s of a laml
without blewmifh and without (pot. 1 Pet. 2.
21,34, Becanfe Chrift alfo fuffered for us

who bis own felf bare our fins, in his own
body, onthe tree. 1 Pet. 3, 18. For Chrif-
alfy hath once [uffered for fins, the ju-

for
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for the wunjuft, that he might bring ¥ W
to God, ¥ John 2. 1, 2. My little X,
children, thefe things write I unto you,
that ye fin not. Awd if any man jin,
we have an Advocate with the Father,
Jefus Chrift the righteous : and he is
the propitiation for our fins : and not
for ours only, but alfo for the [ins of
the whole world. 1 Johu 3. 16. Here-
by perceive we the lwe of (God, becanfe
he laid down bis life for ws : ard we oughbe
tolay down our lives for the brethren.
1 John 4. to. Hereinis love, not that
we loved (aod = but that be loved us, and
fent bis Som to be the propatiation for ouy
fins. Rev.1.5. Unto bim that loved
us, andwafled us from onr fins in bis
own blood. Rev.s. 9. Thow waft flain,
and baft redeemsed us 10 God by thy blood
out of ewery kindred, and tongue, and
people, and mation. From thefe and
many other Texts, it{eems to be very
plain and evident, that Chrift died for
our fins, and fuffered in our ftead,
and by thie Sacrifice of himfelf hach
made an atonement for us, and re-
conciled us to God, and hath paid a
priceand ranfom for us, and by the
meritof hisdeath hath purchafed for
us forgivenels of fing, and inberéiance
| GHOKE
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M among them thas are fanifified. Anili

¥x11 donot know any Do irine of our Re-
ligion, that is founded and eftablifh’d
upon more and piainer  Texts, which
cannot be undertood inany other
fenfe, without oftering great violence
to the fir(t and moft obvious meaning
of them. |

I know the Svcinians have framed
avafions to all thefe Texts, which I
have not time now to produce and
examine ¢ noi would 1t be worth the
while. 1 fhail only fay this tothemin
genciral 3 that there s no Principle of
Religicn {o plainly laid down in the
whole Scripture, but mavy be over
thrown by the fame, or the like eva-
fions. Suppofe Chrifthad died in our
{tead, and made {ausfaltion for fin,
and God had intended to declare {o
much to us 5 in what plainer and more
exprels and proper words could he
havedone it, than the Scripture hath
already done ? If God had {aid in the
Scripture exprefly, that (Arift had died
inour place and [tead, and had fatif-
fred for our fins: thefe very exprefli-
ons, by the {ame arts of interpretati-
on, might have been {traiped and
wreited
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wietted to fome other {enfe. So that m
if God did not intend to exprefs o x|
us by thefe Texts, that Chrift fatisfi-
ed for the fins of wmien, yet they are {0
obvious to be interpreted to that {enfe,
and {o hardly, if at all, capable of
any other, that we cannot imagine,
withont a great refieCtion upon the
Wifdom of God, that he fhould deli-
ver his mind to men in words and
expreflions {o exceedingly liable to a
quite difterent fenfe from what he in-
tended. Befides that there is nothing
more unreafonable than to deny that
to be the meaning of Scripture, which
if 1t had been the meaning, couid not
have been exprelt in plainer and more
advaniageous wordss elpecially when
this 1s donie, not in one or two Texts,
but, very manys and not by one form
- of expreflion, but {everal, and all in-
clining to the {fame fenfes and which
1isworft of all, tois-violence is offer'd
to Scripture 1n a matter which does
neither contradi¢t other Texts, nor
the Reafon of Mankind,zzz. Thatone
Man {hould fufier m another’s fread,
and make {atisfallion for the crimes
and faults which another hath com-
mitted 5 {uppofing the party offended
e
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m be willing to accept of the Commu-
<y tation, and the Party that {uffers
in anothers {tead do voluntarily do

it.

1. That Chrift only hath merited
thefc Bleflings for us, and that he had
no parener with him in this ; or there
is no other hath merited thele Blef-
fings for us, nor can we our felves
merit them.

1. No other hath merited thele Blel-
fings for us. Not to take notice of what
the Papifts fay of the meritorioulnefs
of our works of fupererrogation, which
oo into the Treafury of the Church,
and make up a publick Stock of Merit,
to be difpofed and dealt our by the Pope
at his Dilcretion 3 they have by a moft
unparallell’d Blafphemy joyned the
Virgin Mary with Chrift in the work of
our Redemption, and fome of them
been {o impioufly bold, as to paral-
lel the Virtue of her Milk with the
eficacy of Chrift’s Blood. And tho
Chrift {ay, that be trode the wineprefs
of bis father's wrath alowe, and of the
people there was none with bim 5 yet Bo-

naventyre In his Meditations ventures
rO
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to corrupt the Text, by this foolifh §ermon

olofs, Nullus evat tecuns. Recte domine,
fed erat tecums femina s vight, Lord, there
was no wman with thee, but there was 7
womar, viz. thy motber,

2. Nor can we our felves do anv
thing whereby we can merit thefe
Bleflings at God'shands. Confidering
that we received our Being, and all
that we arc and bave from God, and
gpon acconnt of thefe benefits are
obliged to love him and ferve him
to the utmofty what a {enfelefs piece
of arrogance 15 it fo fay, that a Crea-
ture can merit any thing at God’s
hand ? Whatever we give God 1s of his
own, and when we have done all we
can, we have done no more than our
doty. And can any Man challenge
any reward for doing what he ought
to do? Can any Man make {atisfacti-
on tor a fault that he hath commit-
ted, by doing hisduty?> thatis, by not
committing anotner » Itis a {ure Rule,
- Debitum debito non folvitur. We ate
indebted to God by the breach of his
Law: but we can't guit this debr,
and fatisfie for this breach, by wos

nreaking

A
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~A breaking it again, becaufe we owe (6
Vf%‘i‘f‘c God all poflible Obedience.

Refides that all our Obedience 15
imperfect, and is {o far from meriting,
that it {tands in need of Pardon 5 and
can 2 Man demerit, and merit by the
fame Action? Can he who deferves
to be punifh'd for an attion, becaule
he did it no better, delerve to be re-
warded for the fame ation, becaufe
he did it fo well? And to {ay that
Chrilt hath merited that our imper.
feCt Obedience fhould merit, either
{ignifies only this, that Chrift hath
merited that our imperfet Obedi-
ence thould be accepted by God, not-
withftanding its imperfection; (and
this is true, but nothing to the purpole
of merity) or elfe it {ignifies, that
Chrift hath merited that #has which 1s
no wile metitorious, fhould be lo;
that 1s, that the Nature of things
fhould be alter’d; which is not only
falfe, but {enfelefs.

Secondly, To perfwade us to live as
we believe. If we profefs to believe
the Gofpel to be true, then let our

hearts and lives be fuitable to thofe
Truths
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truths which we believe. If we be- g~
lieve Jefus to be the Chrift, the Som of *
God, we believe the Doftrine which
he deliver'd to the World to be from
God, and confequently to bz true; we
believe the Precepts of it are Holy,
and Juft, and Good, and that they
are neceffary to be obferved by us,
as being 1n order to our Peace and
Happinels ; we believe that the Pro-
mifes of the Golpel are 4/ yea, and
amen, and fhall every tittle of them
be made o0od ; we believe that the
threatnings of the Gofpel fhall all
puntually be fulfilled. Now how
ought men to live that believe all
this? Having a Law given uswhich
hath the fanttion of fuch Promifes and
Threatnings, ought we not to con-
formour livesto it 3 and charge our
felves with Obedience to all thofe Pre- 1
cepts of Piety towards God, and Puri-
ty and Temperance in the govern-
ment of our f{elves, and Juftice and
Righteounfnefsin our dealing with o-
thers, which are contained in this new
Law of the Gofpel ? If the Gofpel have
promifcd eternal life and happinefs
to thofe who do confciencioufly abftain
from fin, and follow Holinefs 3 baving
U tiefe
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m thefe promifes, ought we not to cleanfe

XL our felves from all filthinels both of fleh
and (piriz, perfelting bolinefs in the
fear of God ¢ 1t the Gofpel hath threat-
ned, that at the end cf the World,
Chrift will come 72 flaming fire, &c. If
we believe thele thungs {hall be, what
raanney of perfons onght we o be in alf
boly converjation and codlinejs ¢

i bhave formerly {hewed at large,
how unbecoming it 15 for any Man,
that protefieth himleli a Chriftian, to
Irve unfmtably to his profeflion; that
1t 15 the greatell difparagement to the
Golpel, and the higheft reflection upon
it that canbes and that itis infinite-
ly dangerous tc us : and tho' thefe be
very proper Confliderations,yet becaufe
f have formerly urged them, 1 fhall
fot now entorce my Exhortation with
thefe Arguments 5 but fhall mention
two otier Conliderations, and {o con-
cinde.

irft, 1t our hives De <
Firft, 11 our hives be not anfwer
able to our belief, our Faith will be
ineffeftual to all intents and purpo-
fes,

Secondiy,
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u m Sermon
Secondly, A life unfuitable to our ¥

belief is the high way to Infidelity and
Atheifm.

Firft, If our lives be not anfwera-
ble to our belief, our Faith will be 1n-

effeCtual to all real intents and purpo-
les.

1. It will be ineffectual to give us
the Reputation of Chriftians among
wile and difcerning Perfons, We pro-
fefs to believe the Gofpel: but if we
live contrary to it, our profefiion is
proteftatio comtra faifuve, and therefore
not credible ; becaufe our attionscon-
tradict 1t. The conftant tenor of a Man’s
attions 1s a more credible and em-
phatical declaration of the imward fen{e
of his heart, and fhews better what
the Man believes, than the moft fo-
lemn profeflion in words. When our
words are not confirmed bv our alti-
ons, they are butan empty found, and
- fignifie nothing, 1 may allude to that
ofSt. Paul, 1 Cor. 13.2: Tho' a mun
bave all faith, yet if he be deftitute
of the true Effedt of Faith, Charity,
he isbut a5 a founding brafs, and a

U2 @fﬂﬁé;’*
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tinckling cymbal.  St. James doth very
Volume Gell fet forth the incfficacy of fuch

a Faith, by this {imilitude, Sames 2.
15, 16, 17. If a brother or fifler be
naked, and deftitute of daily food, and
one of you fay wumto thewm, Depart in
peace, be yon warmed and filled 5 not-
withftanding ye give thewr not thofe
things which are wneedful to the body :
whai doth it profit ¢ Even [o Faith, if
it hath not works, is dead. Men ate
not {o eaftly cozened, as we think
they are. Difcerning men will not be
impofed uponand putoft with a for-
mal and empty Profefiton of Faith,
when there is nothing in our lives to
an{fwer it. It 15 not ftanding up in
the Church, and profefling that we
believe in God, and in Fefus (hrif,
that he was Born, and Died, and Rofe
again, and at the end of the World
will come to Judge the quick and
the dead, that will perfwade men that
we are Cniinfiians.  Men wiillook in-
to our lives, and examine out actions,
and enquire into our Converfations;
by thele they willjudge of the Truth
and Reality ot our Profeflion.  Letus
oot defuge our {elves, and think to
pals for Chrilvans upon thele terms,

3 DO
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A
among any that know how to make germon

a true judgment of things, Wemay X,
cozen our {elves: but we cannot cheat
others, who are not {o partial to us,

as we are apt tobe to our felves, It

is not our winking, that hinders others

from {ecing us.

Nay, I go farther, 1t 1snot an ear-
neft contending for tundamental Ar-
ticles of our Chriftian Faith, if welive
contrary to them, that will {atisfie
any wife Man that we believe them ;
much lefs an intemperate zeal for in-
difterent Opinions in Religion.  Such
were the Doltrines concerning the
Neceflity on the one hand, and the
Unlawtulnefs of Circumcifion on the
other: but the Aflent to the one opi-
nion or the other in thefe matters, »ei-
ther circumcifion availeth any thing, nor
uncircumcifion 5 but faith that worketh
by love, the mew creature, the keeping
of the commandments of God, as the
Apoftle in {everal places exprefleth
it. Men {tand much upon the title of
Orthodox, by which is ufually under-
ftood, not believing the Doltrine of
Chrift or his Apoftles, but {uch Opi-
nions as are in vogue among f{uch a

U =2 Party,



204 The nece[fsty of living

Vilome Party, fuch Syftems of Divinity as
v(j, nave been compiled in hafte by thofe
whom we have in admiration s and
whatever 18 not confonant to thefe

little bodies of Divinity, tho' poflibly

it agree well enough with the Word

of God, 1s Error and Herefie; and
whoever maintains it, can hardly pafs

tor a Chriftian among fome angry and
ververfe people. T do not intend

o plead for any Errors but I would

not have Chriftianity chiefly mea-

furd by matters of Opinion. I

know no {uch Error and Herefie as a

wicked life.  That Man believes the

Gofpel beft, who lives moft according

toit. Tho no Man can haveaworle
opinion of the Socinian Dodtrine than

Y have, yet I had rather a Man fhould

deny the fatistattion of Chrift s than

believe it, and abufe it to the encou-
ragement of {in.  Of the two I have

more hopes of him that denies the
Divinity of Chrift, and lives other-

wife {oberly, and rigliteoufly, and

godly 1in the World, than of the Man

who owns Chrift to be the Son of

God, and lives like a2 Child of the De-
wil,b, S



according to our belief.

2, Such a Faith as hath not an
an{werable life, will be ineffeCtual to
the purpofe of Juftification and Salva-
tion. St James wells us, 1t 15 4 dead
Fuith, and profits nothing, that noMan
ig juftefied by 1t, nor will it {ave any
Man. Chrift is the author of eternal
Salvation to them whe {o believe his
Dotrine as fo obey ii 5 be will come in
flaming five, to remder wvemgeance, not
only to thems that do not believe, but
to them that do wot obey the Gojpel.
It will not be fuflicient at the day of
judgment, to plead our profeflion of
vaith in Chnift, and tofay Lord, Lerd,
have we wnot prophefed in thy wame,
and in thy name bave caft out Devils,
and in thy mame have done many worn-
drows works ¢ Doing all this in Chrift’s
name, implies that they profels to be-
lieve in him: but notwithtanding all
this, if they be workers of iniquity,
Cheift will {ay to fuch, depart from
me, 1 know you not. It our Saviour
make a true and proper reprefentati-
on of the day of Judgment, and the
proceedings of it, Mat. 25. mens Faith
{hall then be tried by the real Fruits
and Eftelts of it: then the enquiry
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W {hall be, how men have lived ? what

w1[. good they have done, or omitted and
negleted ? and acwrdmgly {entence
will be paft upon them. Nay, fucha
Faith is {o far from faving, that
it will be an aggravation of our con-
demnation, and fink us the deeper
into Hell.  There #s one that condemn-
eth yon, evern Jelus in whom e

Zawﬂ

Secondly, A life unfuitable to our
belief1s the ngh way to Infidelity and
Atheifm, to bring others and our

{elves to 1t.

1. Tobring others to Infidelity and
Atheifm, and to confirm themin it
What can be a more effetual bar to
keep Heathens, and Jews, and Turks,
from entertaining the Gofpel? What
can be a greater cenfirmation of them
in their infidelity, than {o to mifre-
prefent Chriftian Religion to them, as
we do by our unfuitable lives? What
can be a f{tronger prejudice againft it,
to men who do not look narrowly in-
to it, but only {ee itat a diftance, than
to fee what Fruit it produces in the

lives of thfhana > May thpy not in-
| VQE‘L



according to our belief.

vert that proverbial Speech of our Sa-
viour's, Does a vine fend forth thorns 2
If Chriftianity were fuch a holy In-
{itution, how cornes it to pals that
Chriftians are fo wicked? If Fefus
(hrift were {o excellent a Mafter,

we fhould fee 1t in his Scholars; f

Chriffws  fanta  docuiffet , - Chriftiani
fanite wvixiffent, as Salviam {peaks.
And 1t 1s the way to bring men
to Atheilm. What more like to
take men off from all Religion,
than to {ee the Religion, which pre-
tends to be the beft in the World,
reprefented by the lives of Chriftians
at fuch a difadvantage, asif it were
a barren, and fruitlefs, and inei-

feCtual thing, and as if they who

267
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profe(s it, did believe it to be a I,

and gave no credit at all to the Do-

&rines of 1t ¢

2. It is the way to bring our {elves

to Infidelity and Atheifm. Asan erro-
neous Judgment and Underftanding
hath ufually an evil influence upon
mens lives, {o much more a vicious
and corrupt life hath a bad influence
upon mens underftandings. It is {o

| | uneaiie
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Volume Uneafie a thing for men to at con-
i trary to their Realon, and againtt the
~ ditates of their Underftandings, that
men for their own quiet, and 1 therr
own defence, will bend their Judg-
ments, and make them comply with

the intereflt of therr Lulls. Mens
AffeCtions, which wav foever they in-
cline, {er a byals upon their Under-
ftandings; and this doth not only
proceed from the Nature of the thing,

hut from the jult Judgment of God.

2 Theff. 2. 1o, 11, 12. the Apofile
tells us, #hat thofc who receive not the
sruth in the love of i, that they may

e faved:; God will femd them [brong
delufions, to velieve liess that they alf
wray be damned, who believe not the truth,

byt  have pleafurc in wuwrighteou[nefs,

It men once have pleajure in unrighte-
oufnefs, 1t will not be Iong before they
cive over believing the #ruth, becanle
God by his jult judgmen: will give
them over to themfelves, to follow

the byals of their own corrupt
hearts, which inclines them #o befieve
lies. Qf all perfons in the world, 3 wick-

ed and unholy Chriftian, 15 molt like

to turn 2 {peculative Infide! and A-
thealt; and none{o like 1o fall into s

| ITOLS



according o our belief., 99

grofs darknefs, as thofe who refift and w

quench fo great alight as that of the X,
Gofpel is, which they profefs to be-
lieve.
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Of the Miracles wrought in

Confirmation of Chrifti-
anity.

HEB 1. a4

God alfo bearing them witnefs, both with
fegns and wonders, and with divers
miracles, and gifts of the holy Ghoft,

according to bis own will 2

% X 7Hoever impartially confiders

v V the Chriftian Religion, can-
not but acknowledge the Laws and
Precepts of it to be {o reafonable;
and the Practice of them {o evidently
to tend, not only tothe Happinelsof
particalar Perfons, but to the Peace
and Welfare of the World; and the

Promi-
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Miracles necefJary, when

Promifes and Threatningsof the Go-
{pel, which are the great Motives to
perfwade men to the Obedience of
thofe Laws, to be {o agrecable to the
natural hopes and fears which Man-
kind were always pofleft withal ; that
upon this Confideration, 1t might jull-
ly be expe(ted, that the Do(trine of
Chriftianity, upon the firf{t publication
of 1t, thould have bcen enter-
tain'd with a readinefs of mind pro-
portionable to the reafonablenels of
it

Or 1f the bare Reafonablenefs-of 1t
be not thought inducement enough,
wemay eafilly imagine, how God, if
he had plealed, could upon the firlt
appearance of this Religion in the
World, have given it {uch advanta-
ges, as would mightily have contri-
buted to the more ealie reception and
entertainment of 1. He could have
ordered things {o, that our Blefled Sa-
viour, the Author of this Dottrine,
thould bave been, as the Fews ex-
petted, a great Temporal Monarch;
he could have raifed himto that dig-
nity, and have armed him with that
Authority, as muft have given him 2

mighty
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mighty power and influence over germon

Mankind, and would have gained the
Great, and the Wile, and the Learn-
ed, to have been altive inftruments
in the propagating of this Religion,
and in perfwading meu to the embra-
cing of it

But he, whofeways are above our ways,
and whole  thoughts are above onr

thoughts, a5 the beavens are above the
earth, did not think fit to have it pro-
moted and carried onthis way s nay,
he {feems on purpofe to have firip'd
it of all {ecular advantages, that it
might be perfeltly free from all {uf-
picion of a worldly intereft and de-
fign, and that 1t might be evident to
all the World, that it was ¢ plant
which bis own right band had planted ;
and that 1t did not oweits eftablifh-
ment to the Authority, and Wildom,
and Contrivance of men, but to the
power of QGod, and to the imme-

diate favour and contrivance of Hea-
ven.

And now being thus deftitute of all
worldly afiiltance, tho never {o reafon-

able in it {elf; 1t was not likely that

3+ ¥
& e
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~A-~1t fhould be able with {uccefs to grap-

Volume

KIL

ple with the Lufts and Corruptions of
men, to which it was {o directly op-
pofite 5 not with the {trong Prejudices
of their Education 1n a contrary Re-
ligion, which are always hard to be
overcome s nor with the temporal In-
terelts of men, which were all at that
time to be renounced and quitted for
its{fake 5 unlefs it had {fome other ad-
vantages to make way for it, and to
recommend 1t to the minds of men
For having no {ecular baits and allure-
ments to tempt men to the profeflion
of it, no earthly contrivance and al-
filtance to {upport it and bear 1t out;
but on the contrary, tiemoft violent
and powerful oppofition raifed againft
it it was neceflary that thofe who
offer’d it to the World, thould be a-
ble to give Credit to it fome other
way, and to produce very {enfible and
cenvincing Arguments ot another kind:
otherwife they might have defpaired
of ever conquering the Prejudices ot
men againft it, and of per{wading them
toembrace that Religion, which was

{o apparently contrary both to their
inclinations and interefts.

So
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AN
So that in thefe circum(tances, in or- Se%fon
der to the full convittion of men, =~
that thofe who publifh’d this Doltrine
to them came from God, and were
commif{lioned and fent by him to
teach the World, it was very fitting,
that God himfelf {hould give {ome
remarkable Teftimony to the firlt
Preachers of it: and this the Text tells
us he did, by bearing witne[s to them,
with ﬁgm anil wamdem, and with di-

vers wmiracles, and gifts of the holy
Ghoft.

For the better underftanding ot
thefe words, we fhall do well to re-
fle& upon the defign of this Epiftle,
which was to eftablifh the Jews, who
had but newly embrac’d Chriftianity,
in the ftedfaft belief and profeffion of
it, notwithftanding the troubles and
perfecutions which attended it; andto
this end the Apoftle reprefents to them
that the Gofpel was deliverd with
more Authority, and had a greater
confirmation given to it, than the Law.
The Law was delivered by Awngels s
but the Gofpel by the Son of God :
and if the contempt of the Law was

' X {Q



306 Miracles neceffary, when

oo [o feverely punifh'd, what might they

<y expet would be the fate of thofe
who fhould flight and reject the Go-

{pel? If the word fpoker by Angels was
fledfaft, and every tranfgre/fion and dif-
obedience received a juft recompence of
reward s How [hall we efcape, if we neg-
let fo great falvation, which a firf
becan to be [poken by the Lord, and
wds confirmed unto us by theme that
heard him! God alfo bearing them wit-
nefs, with figns and wonders, and with
divers miracles, and gifts of the holy
Ghoft, according io bis ownwill.  swem-
pogles1@ 75 8=, (God adjoyning this
farther teftimony of figns and wonders.
The Apoftles teftified what they had
heard from cur Lord; and to give
creditand confirmation to their tefti-
mony, God was pleafed to endow
them with miraculous gifts, he bare
thens witnefs with figns, and wonders,
and miracles, So likewife, Ai¥s 14,3,
it is {aid, that God gave teflimony to
the word of his grace, gramting figns
and wonders to be done by the Apoftles.
Sometimes there are more words puit
together, to exprefs the giving of this
miraculous Power. Ads 2. 22, Fe-
fus of Nazareth approved of God by

mird-
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miracles, and wonders, and figns. 2 Cor.
12, 12. St. Paul, {peaking of himfelf,
fays, The figns of arn Apoftle were
wrought among you, in all patience, in
figns, and wonders, and miracles. Thefe
were the marks of an extraordinary
and immediate Commiffion, {fuch as
was that of the Apottles,

It 1s to no purpofe nicely to enquire
into the difference of thefe words,
onueic, Tiegla, dwdues; figns, won-
ders, and miracles, becauie in all pro-
bability, thereis no difference intend-
ed, it being the manner of the He-
brews, when they would exprefs a
great thing, or agreat degree of any
ny thing, to heap feveral words toge-
ther, fignifying the {ame thing. So
we find Dent. 6. 5. Thou fhalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy foul, and with all thy
might, that 1s, Greatly, with a very
ardent and intenfe degree of aftettion.
So likewife in the Text, God is {aid
to bear witne[s to the Apoftles with
figns, and wonders, and miracles, that
15, 1N a very eminent and extraordina-

ry manner, by great and wonderful
Miracles.

X 2 ¥rom

307
~A
Sermon

XL



308 The defcription of a Miracle.
Volume
i From thefe words, three things

ofter themfelves to our Confiderati
on.

Firft, That Miracles are a Divine
Teftimony given to a Perfon or Do-
&rine.  God bearing them teftimony, by
frgns, and wonders, and Miracles.

Secondly, That God gave this Tefti-
mony to the Apoftles, and firft Preach-
ers of Chriftianity, in a very emi-
nent manner: for {o the Phrafe fig-
nifies, {o many words being multi-

plied to exprefs the greatnefs of the
thing,

Thirdly, We will confider the Rea-
{fon why Miracles are now ceafed in the
Church, and have been for feveral
Ages, {o that there have been no
tooifteps of them for a long time,

Firft, That Miracles are a Divine
Yeftimony given to a Perfon or Do-
drine. God is here faid, 2o bear wit-
nefs to the Apoftles, with figns, and
wonders, and divers miracles 5 that is,

the Miracles which God enabled them

{03
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to work, were an evidence that their germon

Doctrine was from God. X1

And becaufe there 1s fome difficul-
ty in this Argument, therefore, that
we may the more diftinltly under-
{tand of what force this Argument or
Teltimony of Miracles is to prove
the Divinity of any Perfon or Dottrine,
it will be requifite clearly toftate thefe
two things.

1. What a Miracle is.

II. In what Circumftances, and
with what Limitations, Miracles are
a {ufhicient Teftimony to the Truth
and Divinity of any Dorine. The
clearing of thefe two things fhall be my
work at this time. "

I. What 2 Miracle is. The fhorteft
and plaineft defcription I can give of
1t, is this, that it is a {upernatural
Effe& evident and wonderful to {enfe.
So that there are #wo things neceflary to
a Miracle.

1. That it be a fupernatural Effect.
X 3 2. That
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Xil, 2, That it be evident and wonderful
to {enie,

1. That 1t be a {upernatural Effect.
By a f{upernatural Efte&, 1 mean
fuchan Effe®, aseitherin it flf, and
i 1ts own Natare, or 111 the mannet
and Circumftances of it, exceeds any
natural Power that we know of to
produce it. For there are fome things
that are miraculous in themlelves;
others that are only miraculous in
the manner and circumf(tances of their
operation. For inftance, the Refur-
reGtion of one from the dead, 15 2
thing which init felf 1s {upernatural,
and an Effet above any Power that
we know of in Nature to produce ;
but the healing of f{everal Difeales,
and the. {peaking of Languages, are
not things which are in themfelves,
and '1n thewr Nature {upernatural: for
we {ee that they may be acquired by
natural skill and induftry : but to heal
all {fortsof Diféafes, 1n an infaant, and
by a word, and without the applica-
tion of natural means ; and on a iud-
den to {peak Languages which a Man
never learned 5 thefeare things, which
* | tho'
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tho’ they be not in their Nature, yet 77

in {uch Circumitances as thele, they S?{Em

are {upernatural.

[{ay, thata Supernatural Effelt, is
that which i1s above any natural Power
that we know of to produce 3 by which
I do not mean, that Miracles are al-
waysan immediate Efte& of the Di-
vine Power, and confequently that
God alone can work them: For An-
gels good orbad may do fuch things,
as exceed any natural Power known
tous, and {uch as we cannot diftin-
guith by any certain Marks and Cha-
racters from thofe Effelts which are
wrought by the immediate Power of
Gods and if we cannot diftinguilh
them, they are equally Miracles to us.
When the Angel {lew 1850c0. 10 the
Camp of the Affyrians in one night,
this oughtin all reafon to bereckon-
ed a Miracle ; and vyet this, tho’done
by the Command of God, an Angel
might do by his own Power and
Strength < for they excell in (trength
but what limitations to fet to their
Power, wecannot tell, only it is fi-
‘mite 3 {o that excepting thofe things,
"~ Wwhich the Scripture hath peculiarly
X 4 appro-
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Uolome appropriated to God, we cannot fay
[, what 1t 15 that an Angel cannot

GO,

The {ame may be faid concerning
~evil Angels. The Devil may work
wonders, or affift his Inftruments tg
work them. So Pharoah’s Magicians
wrought {everal Miracles by the power
of the Dev:l, and did fome of the ve-
ry fame things that Mofes and daron
aid, either really or in appearance,
and it is all one whether. For he,
who to mens Senfes, turns a Rod into
a Serpent, works as great a Miracle to
me, as he who really does ity and if I
am not to believe a th'ing to be a
Miracle, when t0 my Senfes 1¢ appears
to be wrought, Iam never to believe
any, unlefs I could make f{ome diffe-
rence between thofe Miracles which
are real, and thofe that only appear
to be wrought ; for if we know not
how to diftinguifh them, they are to
us all one as if they were real : but if
they may be diftinguifh’d, then there
will be need of another Miracle, to
{hew which are real and which not

and the fa.me queﬁmn and doubt
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will arife about that Miracle, and {0 Sermon
wnhout end. XI

So that Ido not {ee what is gained
by faying, that Pharaok's Magicians
did only delude mens Senfes, but did
not turn their Rods really into Ser-
pents, as Aaron did his ; becaufe this
may be faid on one fide, as well as
on the other: for to the ftanders by
therewas no difference, but the one
{eemed to the Senfes of the beholders,
tobe as real as the other; and the

Text makes no dlfference but fays,
The magicians did in like manner 5 for

they caft down every man his vod, and they
became Serpents, only Aaron's had this
advantage, that bis rod fwallowed up their
vods + but the main difference was here,
Mofes and Aaron wrought fuch Mira-
cles, as the Magicians could not work,
neither reaily, nor in appearance: for
when Aaron by {miting the duft with
his Rod, had turned it into lice, it 15
Gid that the Magicians attempted
to do fo with their Enchantments,
but could not, and then they yzeided
and acknowledged that 1t was #he
finger of God. And if they had not beerns
t‘hus plainly overcome, but cculd to

all
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~A~ all appearance of {enfe, have done all
Vgl(ume thofe things which Mofes and Aaros
L did, it might jultly have been diL:
puted which had been the true Pro-

phets.

So that the Devil and his 1nftro.
ments may work Miracles. Mo
plainly {uppoleth that a falfe Prophet,
who comes to {educe the People to Ido-
latry, may work a true fign or won-
der, Deut. 13. 1, 2. If there arife
among you a prophbet, or a dreamer of
dreams, and giveth thee a fign or &
wonder 5 and the fign or the wonder
come to pafs, whereof he [pake unto
thee, [aging, Letusgo after other gods.
And our blefled Saviour exprefly
foretells, Matth. 24. That falfeChrifts
and falle Prophets [hall arife after his
death, and f[hew great [igns and won

ders.

¥From all which it is evident, that
it 1snot of the Effence of a Miracle,
( as many havethought ) thatit bean
immediate Effelt of the Divine Power.
it 1sfufbcient, that it exceed any na-
tural Power that we know of to pro-
auce 1,  And if fuch Efeds be not
{0
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to be efteemed Miracles, a Miracle g,

would fignifie nothing ; becaule no X,
Man could know when itis wrought,

nor diftinguith it from thofe Effelts
which appear to be miraculous, but
arenot. This is the fir Property

or Condition of a Miracle, that it be
{upernatural, that is, {uch an Effet

as exceeds any natural Power that we
know of to produce it, Bat then,

2. There 1isanother Condition alfo
required to a Miracle, that it be an
.ffeCt evident and wonderful to Senfe:
tor if wedonot feeit, it 15 to us as
if it were not, and can be no tefti-
mony or proof of any thing, becaufe
it {elf ftands 1n need of another Mi-
racle to give Teltimony to it, and to
prove that it was wrought 5 and nei-
ther in Scripture, norin profane Au-
thors, nor in common ule of Speech,
isany thing call’d a Miracle, but what
falls under the notice of our Senfes:
a Miracle being nothing elfe but a
thing wonderful to fenfe ; and the
very end and defign of it isto be afen-
fible proof and conviltion tc us of
fome thing whichwe donot {ee, =

And
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O%ﬁl °  And for want of this Condition,
" Tranfubltantiation, if it were tiue,
would be nc Miracle : it would in.
deed be very fupernatural, but for
all that it would not be a Sign or
Wonder 5 for a Sign or Wonder is al-
waysa fenfible thing, {omething that
is wonderful and aftonifhing to Senle,
otherwife it 1s no Sign or Wonder,
That {ucha change asis pretended in
Tranfubftantiation fhould really be
wrought, and yet there {hould be no
Sign and Appearance of it, is a thing
very wonderful 5 but not toSenfe: for
our Senfes perceive no change, the
Bread and Wine to all our Senfes re-
maining jult as they were before.
Now that a thing {hould remain to
all appearance juft as it was, hath no-
thing at all of wonder mn it. We
wonder indeed when we {ee a {trange
thing done : butno Man wonders he
fees nothing done.

Sothat to {peak the truth, Trap-
fubltantiation, if they will have it a
Miracle, 1s {uch aMiracle, as any Man
may work, that hath but confidence

to face men down that he works it,
a and
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and the fortune to be believed. And g7
however they of the Church of Rome K.
are wont to magnifie their Prielts,
chiefly upon the account of this Mi-
racle, which they fay they can work
everv day, and every hour, if they
pleate 5 yet I cantiot underftand, how
it magnifies them {o much : for when
this great weik (as they call it) is
done, there is nothing more appears
to be drne, than if there were no Mi-
racle. “low fuch a Miracle, as to all
appearance 1s no Miracle, I {ee no
reafon why a Proteftant Minifter may
not work as often as he plealeth, as
well as they: Or if he can buthave
the Patience to let it alone, it will
work it {elf: for certainly nothing in
the World is eafier than to let.a thing
be as it is, and by {peaking a few
words over it, to make it juft whatit
was before. 1In fhort, a Miracle 1s a
wonder to Senfe, and where a2 Man
fees nothing that is ftrange done, there
18 no Miracle: for if he will call it a
Miracle, when things remain juft as
they were, and no fenfible change is
made in them, every Man may every
day work a thoufand fuch Miracles.
I come now in the

I1. Place,
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voﬁlff: II. Place, To confider in what Cir-

cumftances, and with what Cautions
and Limitations Miracles do give
Teftimony to the Truth and Divinity
of any Doclrine 5 for Inftance, of the
Chriftian Dodrine: and for the clear-
ing of this Matter, I fhall lay down

thele Propofitions,

1. That the entire Proof of the
Chriftian Do(trine or Religion, con-
fifts of many Confiderations, which
taken together, make up a full De-
monftration of the Truth of it, when
perhaps no one of them, taken fingly
and by it felf, is a convincing and un-
deniable proof.

The Chriftian Religion hath all the
Charalters of Divinity upon it, which
any Religion can be expelted to have,
whether we confider the Doltrine of
it, 1n which there is nothing unworthy
of God; for it makes fucha reprefen-
tation of God 5 and gives fuch directi-
ons concerning lns Worfhip, as ismolt
agreeable to thofe apprehenfionswhich
the wifeft of men have always had of
God, and of that fervice which i Ets

mo
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moft proper to be given to him, In- Sormon
deed it declares fomething concerning ™ g
God, which is very myfterious and
palt our Comprehenfions: but this
ought not to offend us, fince natural
light always did acknowledge the

Divine Nature to be incomprehenfi-
bie.

‘The Precepts likewife of this Re-
- ligion as hardly reafonable, and fuch
as plainly tend to the Perfeltion and
Happinefs of humane Naturey and the
Arguments to enforce thefe Precepts,
are not only very powerful in them-

{elves, but very {uitable to the natural
hopes and fears of men.

Or if we confider the Author of
this Doctrine, our blefled Saviour, he
will appear to be a Divine Perfon,
and ateacher fent from Ged, by the clear
Predictions concerning him long before
he came, which when he came were
exaltly fulfill'd in him; by the Mira-
cles he wrought to give teftimony of
him; by the eminent Holine{sand Vir-
tue of his life; and by innumerable
things which he foretold concerning
himfelf, the DeftruCtion of Jerufales,

and
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Many Confider ations concur

and the difperfion of the Fewifh Nati-
on, and the fuccefs of his Doltrinein
the World, which were all afterwards
pun&ually accomplifb’d:  All thefe
proved him to be an extraordinaty
Perfon. But he was likewife declared
to be the Son of God, by a voice from
Heaven, and by his Refurtection from
the dead.

Or if we confider the firft Publifhers
of this Dottrine, to whom God bare
witnefs, with [igns and wonders, and
divers miracles, and gifis of the holy
Ghoft, and the wonderful {uccefs they
met withal, notwithftanding the out-
ward meannefs of their Perfons, info-
much that their Dolrine very {ud-
denly prevaild, and paflt like light-
ning through the World, and in the
{fpace of a few yeats, {pread it felf
beyond the utmoft bounds of the vaft
Romar Empire, and this in defpite of
the moft powerful oppofition and
fierce(t Perfecutions that ever were
raifed again(t any Religions. {o that
like the Children of Ifreel in Aigyp
it did thrive under affli%tion, and the
more it was oppreft, the more 1t greg

an

A
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Divine Power that did vitibly accom-
) X1

pany the firlt Publithers of it, and men
were wob able to refif the  [pivie wiherchy

they [pake.

All thele together mike up a tull
and convinang Demoniiration of the
Truth and Divinity of the Curiftian
Dochiine : and yet perhaps no one of
thefealone 15 2 {uihcient proot of it.
For tho” 2 Doltrine be never {orealon-
able 1a 1t {eif, this 15 no certamn Ar-
gument that it 15 trom God, if no
Teltimony from Heaven be given to
it ; becaufe 1t may Dbe the refult and
iffue of humane Reafon and Difcourle:
and tho’ a Doflrine be attelted by
Miracles, yet the matter of it may be
{o unreafonable and ablurd, {o unwor-
thy of God, and {o contrary to the
natural notions which men have of
him, that no Miracles can be {ufhci=
ent to give confirmation to ity and
tnerefore 1 {ome cafes the Scripture
forbids men to hearken to 2 Prophet,
tho’ he work a Miracle.  Dent. 13. 1,
2, 2. If theve arite among you a pro-
phety or & dreamer of dveams, and

X giveth
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XL the fign or the wonder come to pafs,

whereof he (pake unto thee, faying, Let
us go after other gods ( which thow baft
not known ) and let us [erve theme : Thoy
fhalt 120t hearken unto the words of that
prophet. And the reafon 1s given, ver, s.
Becaufe he hath [poker to ture you a-
way from the Lord your God. From
whence 1¢ 15 plain, that a Miracle s

not {ufficient to eftablith the Worfhip -
of a falle God.

Miracles the principal

The {um of what T have faid is this,
That we <o not found our Belief of
Chriftianity upon any one Argument
teken by it {elf 5 but upon the whole
Evidence which we are able to pro-
duce for it, in which there is nothing
wanting that is proper and reafonable

to prove any Religion to be from
God,

2. But yet Miracles are the prin-
cipal external Proof and Confirmation
ct the Divinity of a Doltrine, 1 told
you before, that fome Doctrines are
fo ablurd, that a Miracie 1snota {uffi-
cient proof of them : but ifa Dodlrine
be fuch as 1s no ways unworthy of God,

t not
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. . A
nor contrary to thofe notions which germon

we have of him, Miracles are the XI.
higheft Teftimony that can be given
to it, and have always been owned
by Mankind for an_evidence of inf{pi-
ration. And therefore Nicodemuws takes
it for an acknowledg’d Principle, that
Miracles are a fign of a teacher fent
from God, Johng3.2. We know that
thon. art a teacher come from God :
for none can do thefe miracles which
thou doft, except God be with him. And
the Scripture conftantly relolves the
Divinity of any Perfon or Dotlrine
into Miracles, as the chief external Evi=
dence that they are from God. This
was the Teftimony which God gave
to Mofes, to {atisfie the people of Ifrael
that he had fent him, Exod. 4. 1.
And Mofes anfwered, and [aid, But be-
hold, they will not believe wme, nor
hearkern unto wmy woice: for they will
ﬁy, The Lord bath not appeared unto
thee. Upon this God tells Mofes, that
he would give hima power of Mira-
cles, tobean Evidence tc them that
they may believe, that the God of their
Fathers, of Abrabam, Ifaac, and Fe-
cob, hath appeared unto thee. And all
along in the Old Teftament, when
Y 3 God
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Volume God fent his Prophets to make any

w1y new Revelation, or upon any extra-
crdinary Meflage, he always gave
credit to them, by {ome Sign or Won-
der.  Aund when he {fent his Son into
the World, he bare Witnefs to him,
by more and greater Miracles than
Mofes or any of the Prophets had
wrought. And to this Teftimony both
our Saviour himfelt and the Apofiles
2ppeal, as the great Evidence of the
Diviaty of their Doltrine. When
Folr the Baptift fent his Difciples to
our Saviour, to be f{atisfied whether
tie were the Meffias, he refers themto
his Miracles, Masth, 33, 4, 5. Go
and [hew Yohn again thoiz ihiugs which
1e do bear and {ce.  The blind receive
their ficht, and the lame walk, the
lepers are cleanfed, and the deaf bear,
the dead are raifed wp. And Fobn s,
a6, Bug 1 bave greater witnefs than
that of Yol for the works which the
fatler  hazzh givem wme to Jinifh, the
Jeame works that I do, bear witnefs of
wee, Ehas the fatber hath fent me.  And
AGs 2. 22, Jelusof Nazareth, 2 man
avproved  of God  among yow, dné
e dmod'edayubvoy &g OMas, a man
demeonfirated by God to you, by miracles,
- and
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in the wmidft of you. And Als 14. 3. X1
it is faid, that when the Apoitles
preached the Gofpel, God gave tefti-

mony unto the word of his grace, and
granted figns and wonders to be done

by their bands. ¥rom all which it is

plamn that our Religion appeals to
Miracles, as the great exzternal Cou-
firmation of it.

3. Eipecizlly it Miracles have all
the Circumftances of advautage given
to them which they are capable of 5 it
they be many and great, publick and
unqueftionable, and univerfal, and of
long continuance, And fuch were the
Miracles wrought by Moefes, and by
our Saviour and his Apofties, which
for their Nature and Quality, for the
number and continuance of them, and
tor all other Circumfitances that may
give credit to them, and argue then
to be from God, are in no degree to
be equalled by thofe which any other
Religion hath pretended to,

And n thefe Circumitances, Mira-
cles alone are in moft cafes a {ufhicient
proof of the Divinity of 2 Dollrine:s

Y3 for
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Miracles poffible,

for there is a great deal of difference
in reafon to be made between one or
two ftrange and miraculous Eftedls,
and thofe not of the higheft and moft
unqueftionable rank of Miracles nei-
ther, privately wrought, and before
few witnefles: and a long continued
feries of Miracles of all kinds, and
{uch as are univerfally acknowledged
to be above the Power of Nature, and
thofe publickly wrought in the face
and view of the World, in every City
and Country, by a great many Petfons
for many years, yea for many ages toge-
ther. The former may be doubted of
but the latter carry {o fenfible a con-
viction with them, that it is not credi-
ble, that the Divine Goodnefs thould
permit {o great and overpowering a
Tefltimony o be given to a fal [hood

4. It cannot be denied, but that
God doth fometimes permif. Miracles
to be wrought for the countehancing
of a falfe Dodtrine. This the Hea-
thens pretended to at their Temples
and Oracles; and it 1s not incredible,
that God Thould permit the Deﬂ

vil to do feveral ftrange and ex-
z,mordmary thmgs the’ it be certain

tha,t
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that there was a great deal of cheat
and impofture mingled with them.
To be fure the Scripture owns the
working of Miracles by falfe Vro-
phets. Mofes takes notice of it in his
Law, and provides againft 1t as a cafe
that might happens and our Saviour
exprelly foretells it, Matth. 24.
and fo does St. Paul, 2 Thefl. 2. that
the man of fin fhould come after
the working of Satan, with power and
figns, and wonders of liess that is,
fhould work Miracles to countenance
his falfe and impious Do(trines. And
the Scripture likewife tells us, for what
reafon God does fometimes permit this
to be done. For the tryal of the goaod.
Deut. 13. 3. For the Lord your God
proveth you to know whether you love the
Lord your God with all your bhearts.
And for the hardning of the wicked,
by the juft judgment of God. 2 Thef.
2. 10, 11, 12. Becaufe they received
not the love of the truth, that they
might be [aved. And for this canfe
God [hall  fend them iioyaoy mddu:,
the efficacy of impofture that they fhounld
believe a lie 5 that they all might be dasssn-
ed, who believed not the truth, bui had
pleafure in unrighteonfnefs.

Y 4 5. And
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5. And laftly, God never permits
Miracles to be wronght for the Con-
firmation of a falle Dolirine, but he
affords {fuflicient marks, whereby thofe
who are free and 1mpartial inquirers
after Truth, and f{incere lovers of it
may aiftinguifh Truth from Impo-
{ture, So our Saviour tells us, that the

ledt, that 1s, the true and {incere Chri
{tians, fhould not be deceived by the
Jrgns and wonders of the falfe Chrifts and
falfe Prophets.  And therefore he was
not afraid oi having the credit of his
Daodhime weakned by foretelling that
ialle Prophets thould work Miracles:
becanile he knew when the Devil had
done his wmoft, the difference would
e apparent enough between the Con-
firmation which hie bad given to the
Chriftian Dodhiine, and what the De-
vil fhould be able to give to his In
fruoments.  As. |

1, Either the Doérine would be
abfurd 1n it {elf, and {uch as no Mi.
racles can confirmn., As in the cafe

which Mofes inftanceth in, of a Mira-

cle wrought to feduce them from the
Worfhip of theone true God, who 1

naturally
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naturally known, to the Wortfhip of M
Idols Or elfe, XL,

2. It would be contrary to thag
Doltiine which had already had a far
greater, and more Divine Confirma-
ricn. And this likewife 15 another
realon intimated by Mofes, why the
' pwpit thould ncxt hearken to a Pro-
phez that would feduce them to Ido-
latry, tho’ he thould work a Mira-
cley becanfe he bath [poken to turn you
away from the Lord your God, gma%
brought you out of the land of Iy
that is, from that God who had a
monftrated himfelf ro them by i’uch
a {eries of great and unquefiionable
Miracles, as ought in all realon to

bear down any fingle Sign and Won-
der.

And the cafle is the fame, if Mi-
racles {hould now be pretended for
the confirmation of any thing plainly
contrary to the Chriftian Dollrine,
which being eftablifh’d by fuch Mira-
clesas never were wrought in the World
upon any other occafion, it cannot be
thought reafonable, thatany Evidence
mferiour to this, fhould be able to
A controul
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Tonrecontroul it, or to give credit to any

 X]1 thingthatcontradictedit. Andin this
cafe the Apofile hath exprefly forbid-
den Chriftians to hearken to a contra-
ry Doltrine, tho' they themfelves, or
arn. Angel from heaven fhould preach i,
Gal, 1. 8. Therefore St. Paul exprefly
lays down this Rule, whereby we
may judge what miracalous Powers
are from the Spirit of God, and what
not, 1 Cor. 12. 2. New concerning
fpiritual gifts, brethren, I would not
have you ignorant, that is, what mi-
raculous gifts are from the Spirit of
God, and whatnot; and then, zer. 3.
he gives this Rule, Wherefore I give
you to underfland, that no man [pedk-
ing by the fpirit of God, calleth Yefus
dccurfed: and that no man can (y,
that Jelus 7s the Lord, but by the holy
Ghoft 5 that is, if any Man pretend to
be mfpired, and to be endowed witha
Miraculous Power, and yet blafphem-
eth Chrift, this Spirit isnot from God:
but if any Man be endoweéd with
this Power, and acknowledge Chrift,
we may fately conclude this Power to
be from the Holy Ghoft. The very
fame Rule St, Fob» lays down yet
more plainly, 1 Jehn 4. 1, 2, g.IBe»
| jeve
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Jieve not every [pirit, that is, not eve- & =~
ry one that {)retends to the Gifts and$e§?OH
Infpirations of the Spirity but try the =~
Jpirits, whether they are of God: be-
canfe many falfe prophets. are gome ot

imto the world.  Hereby know ye the
fpirit, of God: every [pirit that con-
feffeth tbat Yelus Chrilk is come in the
fiefb, #s of God: and every fpirit that
confeffeth not that Jefus Chrilt is come
inthe flefb, 7s not of God. And ver.6.

We are of God 5 bhe that knoweth (God,
heareth us: bhe that is not of (God,
heareth not ws: bhereby know we the
[pirit of truth, and the f[pirit of errour.
This {feems at firft fight to be a very
odd Rule, and what every falle teacher,

and every {e¢t may law down in favour

of themfelves, he that knoweth God,
beareth wus o bhe that knroweth not God,
bheareth not w5 5 and nothing can make

it reafonable, but the confideratior
that the Chriftian Religion being al-
ready {o abundantly confirmed be-
yond contradiction, is it felf become

a Rule to try Spirits or Miracles by.
Or, |

3. The Miracles which falfe Pro-
phets work, are prelently confuted
- and
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Torome and upon the fpot. - Thus Mofes con-
w1, fared and conquered Pharaoh’s Magicis
ans, by working Miracles which they
could ot w ork, which forced them
to yield the caufe, and acknowledge
ihat 1t was the frnger of God.  And
{o likewile Simon Magws, who had
gained {0 great a Reputation a-
mong the people by his Sorceries, as
0 be call'd the mighty power of God,
was confuted by the Apofiles, who
by the laying on of hands, conferr’d
9 miracuious Power on men, which
he not being able todo, would have
purchafed it with Mony. And {o E)-
za5 the Sorcerer was {truck blind by
St. Paxl.  And the Miracles of the
Heathen Temples and Oracles, upon
the Preaching of the Gofpel, cealed, as
being afharged of themielvess as Por-
phwry, one of the dittereft Enemies of
Chriftianity, does exprefly acknow-

_.;.,dgt;,«;~ Or Qifﬁg

1.}1’

i ﬁﬂ@ The Miracles wrought, or
@w onded to be wrought to confirm
e Ixolbnines, are fuch as do fome
wav or other confute themielvesy or

"f“ they be real, are {ufficiently detedi-

0 he the pranks of the Devil, and
| e
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not the great and glorious Works of S~
God. Such were the Miracles of the ™ gy

heathen deities, wrought {o privately
and obfcurely, and confeffediy mx'd
with {o much of Impolture, asto bring
2 jult {ulpicion upou them, that when
they were real, the Devil was the
Author of them. And {uch were the
Miracles which are attributed to Me-
howset 5 either grofly abfurd and ri-
diculous, asthat of part of the Moon
coming down into his fleeve, and his
remaadim it o its place *35'1%11,, oF
eHe deftitute ot all pmm and witnels,
as z:f.: *i: Gf a (amel’s ipeaking to him

by nis ght 5 andhis Pigeor whifpering
‘0 him in the Eary which if v had
heen intended for a Wi‘;g*dw the Pi-
geor {hiould not have whilpered, but
have fpoken out, that others might
haveheard it. Bot Mahower was {o
confcious to himielf of his own &w
feCtin pout of diracles, that he Jaid
no  weight upon them, ﬁw:«fg as ac
f&idg 7208 j@?ﬂ to conuert bhe world 5}

Mivacles o but to conquer them by force of
ZF P S

And now ! am {orry I have ocea-

) ¥
BOn EC 12y 3, but 5t s too frue, that
L
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onof their erroncous Dolrines, are
of the fame ftamp with thefe, taxed
by feveral of their beft Writers of Im-
pofture and Forgery, of Fable and
Romance, fo extravagant and frea-
kith and fantaftical, wrought with-
out any neceflity, and {erving to no
wife end, that they are fo far from
o1ving credit to their Do(trines, that
they are a mighty {candal to them,
and to our common Chriftanity:
whereas the truly Divine Miracles,
reported to us in Scripture, how unlike
are they to thefe? How venerable in
themfelves, and 1n all the Circumftan-
ces with which they are related ? ne-
ver wrought but upon great Neceflity,
and for excellent Ends, full of Benefit
and Advantage, of Mercy and Com-
paflion to Mankind ; and in a word,
fuch as are every way worthy of their
Author, having plain Charadters of
the Divine Wifdom and Goodnefs
itampt upon them.

And thus T have donte with the frft
thing I propounded-to {peak to, name-

ly, that Miraclesare a Divine Tefli-
mony ;
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mony ; and in what Circumf{tances, germon

and with what Cautionsand Limitati-  XI.
ons they are{o. I {hall at prefent on-

ly draw fome Inferences from what

hath been difcourfed upon this Argu-
nient.

1. What hath been faid may ({atif-
fie us of the Truth and Divinity of
the Chriftian Do&rine, which had f{o
eminent a Teftimony givento it from
Heaven, and did at firlt {o ftrangely
prevail in the World, contrary to all
human probability, »ot by might sor
by power 5 but by the (pirit of the Lord.
NoMan can {uppofe 2 Religion in
Circumftances of greater difadvan-
tage, and upon all human accounts
more unlikely to f{uftain and bear up
it {elf, than Chriftianity was. The
firt appearance of it was {o weak,
its beginnings {o {mall, and the inftru-
mentsimployed in the propagation of
it fo mean and defpicable, that no
Man but would have concluded it
muft prefently have {unk and come to
nought 3 and no other reafon can be
given of the {trange {uccefs and preva-
lency of it, but that i was of God,
and
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~AN and therefore it conld not be ouer.

Vcil(li?je thrown.

2. From hence we may judge how
groundlefs the pretences are, which
men now a-days make to mfpmauon
and infallibility 5 becaufe this is not
to be proved, and made out any o-
ther way but by Miracles, For either
we muft believe every pretence of
this kind 5 and then we are at the
mercy of every crafty and confident
Man, tobeled by him into what de-
lufions he pleafes: or we muft only
believe thofe who give {ome Teftimo-
ny of their infpiration : but the evi-
dence of Infpiration was always Mi-
racles, This 15 the Teftimony which
God hath always giveri to thole whom
he bath fent upon an extraordinary
Meflage to Mankind. And this i
that which we reafonably demand of
our modern Enthufiafts, and of the
great preiender to infallibility, the
Bifhop of Rome 5 becaufe nothing can
be more vain, than for men to pretend
to Inlpiration, and an mfallible Spirit,
without Miracles, And yet 1 cannot

learnthat the opes themfelves, among
all
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all their boundlefs Privileges and m
Powers, do fo much as pretend to a X,
Power of Miracles, which yet is
the only thing that can in Reafon

{upport their Pretences to Infallibi-
lity.

3. You f{ee what an immediate
Teftimony from Heaven God was
pleafed to give to the firft Preachers
of the Chriftian Doctrine, to qualific
themn with any probabulity of {uccefs,
to contelt with the violent and almoft
invincible Prejudices of men educa-
ted In a contrary Religion, and
which had the fecular Authority and
Laws on its fide. For having this
Divine Seal given to their Commifii-
on, they did as it were carry the
Letters Patents of Heaven in their
hands, and an Auathority paramount
to that of humane Laws. And there-
fore the Wifdom of God, which does
nothing which 1s {uperfluous and un-
neceflary, did not think the Apoftles
{ufhiciently armed and appointed for
this Defign, by a Commiflion from
the Mouth of the Son of God,
without this Divine Scal and Tefti-

/4 mony
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£~ mony of Miracles, as a vifible E-
vy, vidence of their Divine Commifl:-
on. And therefore our Saviour af.
ter he had commiflioned them f#o
preach the Gofpel to all Nations, com-
manded them not to enter upon
this work, nor to depart from Je
vafalem, #ill they bhad received the
promife of the Fatber; that 18, the
miracalous gifts of the Holy Ghoft,
Ads 1. 4. And fo our Saviour ex-
plains it, Luke 24. 47. where, after
he had commanded, That vepentance
and vemiffion of fins fhonld be preach-
ed in bis Name among all Nations,
beginning at  Ferufalens, he adds,
wer. 49, And bebold, I fend the pro-
awife of my Father wpon gou: but tar-
ry ye in the city of ferujelem, until
ye ke indwed with power from on
bigh. And to the f{ame puarpole.
Afs 1. 8. Bui ge fhall rveceive power
after thai the boly Ghoft i come up-
or you s by which, he tells us, they
were qualiied to be witneffes unto
Bire, bothim Yerofalem, andin ol Ju-
dea, aud inSamaria, and unto the ut-
seyasoft paris of ihe carth.

4. Ang
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4. And laftly, The Confideration Se{{[?@m

of what hath been faid, doth jaft- =
ly upbraid us, that our Religion,
which hath fuch evident marks of
Divinity upon it, and comes down
to us confirmed by {fo many Mira-
cles, fhould yet have {o little Ef-
ficacy upon the lives of the greateft
part of thole who call themfelves
Chriftians. 'Tis true, Miracles are
now ceafed among Chriftians, our
Religion being f{ufficiently eftablifh’d
by thofe that were wrought at firft;
and now the greateft Miracle in
thefc latter Ages, 15 a good Man,
a true and fincere Chriftian: but
the Laws of Chriftianity are {till the
fame; and the Motives and Argu-
ments to a good life are the {ame;
and tho the miraculous Gifts of
the Spirit have left the World, vyer
the Sealing and Santifying Gifts of
the Holy Ghoft do f{till remain.
We cannot now f{peak all Langua-
ges, as the Apoftles did: bur we
may do that which is much better,
and more pleafing to God; we may
live holy and virtuous lives. We

L 2 have
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have not that Faith which works
by Miracles: but we may have that
which is far more excellent, the
Faith which works by Charity 5 which,
if we believe St. Paul, is more than

1o fpeak with the tongues of men and
angels, more than te prophefie, and

to underftand all myfleries and all knawﬂ
ledge.

The admirable Piety and Virtue
of the firft Chriftians, are full up-
on record for our imitation: butl
know not how it comes to pafs, we
chufe rather lazily to admire thofe
Patterns, than vigoroully to umitate
them; as it the Holinefs of thofe
times were alio miraculous, and not
intended for the imitation of {uc-
ceeding Apes 5 as if it were impofii-
ble for us now to lead f{uch lives
as they did; as if Heaven and
Earth, God and men, and all things
were alterd fince that time 5 as if
the Chrittian Religion Were oW
quite diflpirited, and had loft all its
vigour and force; and as 1f the Ho-
ly Spirit of God had to all -
tents and purpofes forfaken the

World,
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World, and were retired tp the Fa-
ther.

But our Religion 1s {till the fame
it was; the Precepts of it as Rea-
fonable, and the Promifes of it as
Powerful as ever. God 1s ftill the
fame he wass and Chrift {tll ar the
?igbt hand of God nsaking interce| lfion for
#s 3 and the Holy Spirit of God {till
ready to aflift us, #o every good word and
work,

To conclude, We have, beyond
comparifon, the beft and moft Rea-
{fonable Religion in the World;
a Religion which carries along with

it the greateft Evidence of 1ts Truth,

which contains the beft Rules and
DireCtions for a good life, which
ofters the moft powerful afliftance
to the Obedience of its Laws, and
gives the greatelt encouragements
thereto, by the affurance of a blefled
immortality in another World. Now
‘the better our Religion 1s, our cafe is
{o much the worfe, if we be not made
good by it. Philofophy had fome
Effet upon the World to make

Z 2 {ome
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Voloe lome men temperate and chafte, and
wi[. jultand honeftintheir lives. And the
Jewifh Religion (as weak and imper-
reCt as 1t was, and tho’ it was but the
fhadow of good things to come, ) hath yet
lett us many eminent Examples of
2ood and holy Men.  What then fhall
become of wus, if the beft Inftitution
in the World, the blefled Gofpel of
the Son of God, have lefs Effet upon
us than the Doltrine of Pythagoras,
and the Law of Mofes had upon
them? How fhall we efcape, if we neg-
leck fo great [alpation, which at firft
began to be [poken by the Lord, and
was mﬂﬁrmed unto us Ey them that
beard him! God alfo bearing them wit-
refs with figns and wonders, and with
divers meiracles, and gifis of the boly
Ghoft, according to his own will. To
swhich bleffed  and gloriows Trinity be all
boxonr and glory, now and for ever.

5 E R-
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Of the Miracles wrought in
Confirmation of Chrifti-
anity.

The Second Sermon on this Text.

HEDB II. 4.

od alfo bearing them witnefs, both with 1
figns and wonders, and with divers

miracles, and gifts of the holy Ghoft,

according to his own will ¢

1 Ha ve begun to difcourfe upon thefe
words, from which I told you,
three things offer themfelves to our
Confideration;

L 4 Firft,
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Firft, That Miracles are a Divine
Teftimony to a Perlon or Dodtrine.

God is here {aid o bear witnefs to the
Apoftles, by feans, and wonders; and mi-
rasles.

Secondly, That God gave this Tefii-
mony to the Apoftles, and firft Pub-
lithers of the Gofpel, n a very emi-
nent manner ; forf{o the phrafe figni-
fies, God bearing themr witnefs with
fegnes, and wonders, and miracles 5 (o
many words to the fame f{enfe, be-
tng purpofely ufed to fignifie the great-
nefs of the thing,

Thirdly, The Reafons, why Mira-
cles are now ccafed in the Church,
and have been for feveral Agess fo
that there have been no footfteps of
this miraculous Power for {everal Ages
palt. Thefirff I have {poken to, and
proceed now to the |

Secomd Thing which T propofed to
confider, wiz.” That God gave Tefti-
mony to the Apoftles, and firt Pub-
lithers of Chriftianity, 1n a very emi-
nent manner 4 forf{o the expretlion in

P o0 A ) o Ehﬁ:
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the Text fignifies, where {o many fe- >~
veral words are ufed for the fame ;{rﬁlm
thing, to exprefs according to the ~
mannet of the Hebrew Phrafe, the
greatnefls of the thing, God bearing

them witnefs both with [igns, and won-

ders, and divers miracles, and gifts of

the holy Ghoft, thatis, with many and

great Miracles, Ko uegropsis, and diftri-
butions of the holy Ghoft, according to

his own will 5 that ‘15, God diftributed

thefe feveral miraculous Powers and

Gifts among the Apoftles and firft
Preachers of the Gofpel 5 not all to e-

very one of them, but fome to one,

and fome toanother, as to him feem-

ed beft, and was moft for the Benefit

and Edification of the Church.

The Hiftory of it in fhort is this.
When our blefled Saviour afcended
into Heaven, hLe promifed to fend
down his Spirit in miraculous Gifts
upon his Apoftles, to give credit to
his Dottrine, and to qualifie them
for the more {peedy planting and pro-
pagating of itin the World ; and ac-
cordingly, not many daysatter he was
afcended into Heaven, as an Evidence
of the Power and Glory he was inveﬁé

e
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oo €d withal, he, according to his pro.
vy mife immediately before his Afcenf
on, fent down the Holy Ghoft upon

the Apoftles in a vifible manner; that

is, in the form of fiery cloven Tongues,

as anemblem of one of the principal

Gifts they were endowed withal, viz,

the knowledge and ability of {pesk-
ing feveral Languages, which they
had never learned. And this happen-
ed apon the day of Pentecoft, that {o
the Gofpel might exaltly correfpond
tothe Difpenfation of the Law, which
was. the type and figure of it. And
therefore as our Saviour dyed at the
time of the Jewith Paffover, which
was the type of his Sufferings; fo
the Gofpel, which was the Perfettion
and fulfilling of the Law, began to be
publifh’d at the very {ame time that
the Law was given from Mount Sins,
wiz. at the end of the {even weeks after
the Paffover. For at this time the
Holy Gholft defcended upon the Apo.
{tles in miraculous Powers and Gifts;

when this new law was #o come forih

out of Sion, and the law of the Lord from
Ferufalem.

And
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And among thefe Gifts, the firfZ XIL

we find mentioned was the gift of
Tongues ; without which, the Go-
(pel muft of neceflity have been very
{lowly propagated in the World : for
had the Apoftles been firft to learn the
feveral Languages of the Nations
they were to Preach to, how tedious
awork would that bave been? it re-
quiring the induftry of {ome years,
to gain fo perfect a maftery ofa {irange
Language, asto be ableto ufe it with
that freedom and readinefs which is
neceffary for fuch a work.

And this Gift al]l the Apoltles had,
becanfe they had all occafion for i,
being defigned by our Saviour to be
the chief Publifhers of his Gofpel to
the World. And this Gift did alfo con-
tinually refide upon them, and not
only at fome times, as fome other Gifts

did, becanfe they had conftant ufe of
this Gift of Tongues.

The interpreting of things {poken
ina ftrange Tongue was alfo a Gift
ditint from the Gift of Tongues,
tho’ attending it 5 infomuch that {ome

. Per{ons
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Perfons had one, and fome the other.

Volume g5 e Apoftle eells us, 1 Cor. 12. 10

AlL

To onc is given divers kinds of tongues;
and to another the interpretation of
tongues. The occafion of which
was plainly thiss it might happen,
and often did, that the Auditory might
confift of people ot f{everal Nations;
now becaufe noMan could {peak more
than one Language at ounce, it was
convenient others fhould have the
gift of interpreting what was {po-
ken, tothofe who underftood not the
Language in which 1t was {poken,
that {oall might receive the benefit of
what was delivered, and be edified
thereby. So that here were two {e-
veral Gifts ferving the {fame end, viz.
the conveying of the knowledge of
the Gofpel to Mankind, in a more
fpeedy way than it could have been
done by ordinary means 5 and thefe
were very plain and {enfible Mirackes,
unqueltionably {upernatural, and evi-
dent to the {enfes of all men. So that
the Gofpel, where-ever it was Preach-
ed, carried its own Tefltimony along
with it, and was confirmed by the
very manner of its conveyance and
delivery : and well might men enter-

tan
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entertain it as a Divine Dotrine, when ~aoa

the very Manner and the Means Sermon

whereby it was publifh’d was a Mi- XIL
racle.

And here 1 cannot but take notice,
how contrary the artsand the ways of
the Church of Rome are, to the me-
thods of God ; and that when he was
at the expence of {o many Miracles to
publifh this Doctrine to the World,
they fhould ufe fo much induftry and
violence to conceal it. God was pleafed
to endow the firft Preachers of it with
the Gift of Tongues, that their found
might go into all the earth, and their
word to the end of the world, that there
might be no Nation nor Language
where this {aving krowledge might
not come, that the Sermons which
they Preached, and the Prayers which
they put up to God in publick, for
thernfelves and the people, and all the
Offices of Religion which they per-
formed, might be fully underftood by
all, and that all might joyn in them,
and have the benefit and comfort of
them 5 thattheir underftandings might
be informed and enlighted by what
was{poken, and their afteitzous raifed

N
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W and warmed by their under{tandings,
r and their wills excited by their affelt
" ons, and that the Effet of all this
might appear in their lives and pra-
¢tice.  Thus it was in the Primitive
Chriftian Church: but in the Church

of Rome, things are managed in 2
quite contrary way, and have been

for {feveral Ages. The Doltrine of
Salvation, as it is contained and de-
livered in the holy Scripture, is « fed-

ed book, which the people are not
thought worthy to open or look into.
This bread of life which came down
from beaven, 1§ like the [hew-bread a-
mong the Fews, which none may eat

but the prieft only, unles it be by ex-
traordinary favour and particular Li-
cence from the Bifhop. The people
indeed come together, and are pre-

{ent at the Prayers and Devotion of

the Priefty but the Prieft that prays is

g barbariar to them, and all the while

the underflanding of the people js un-
fruitful, and they cannot fay Amen,
becaufe they underfland not what e

fays.

But let any Man fhew me the leaft
intimation in Scripture or Antiquity,
that
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that our SaViOlIl‘, or his ApOﬂIE‘S, or W

the Primitive Church, ever nfed this  xi,
way; and yet the danger of errorand
herefie, was as great then, as it is now.
So that the Church of Rome muil
pretend themfelves wifer than our Sa-
viour and his Apoftles; and to be
more careful to prevent herefie in the
Church, than they were. This they
are loth to fay 5 and yet they mult {ay
it, if they will juftific their own do-
ings. Butthe plain trith 15, there 1s
another and truer Reafon for it, tho
they are not willing to own it, and
that is this; If the Scriptures were
permitted to the people in a Language
which they underftand, the Errors of
their Church would be difcovered and
laid open, and men would plainly
difcern how contrary many of their
Do&rines and Praltices are, to thofe
of our Saviour and his Apoftles: for
every one that doth evil bateth the light
neither cometh to the light, left bis deeds
fhonld be difcovered. |

Secondly, The next miraculous Gife
I fhall mention after the Gift of
Tongues, is the Giii of Prophefie, or
foretelling things futwre, which was
always

[ 3 a - * L1
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Vol 3lways looked upon as an Evidence of
Xy, Infpiration. And this we find menti-
oned, 1 Cor. 12. 10. To another Pro~

phefre, and 1 {everal other places;

and to this Giit, the Apoftle gives a

great preeminence, I (or. 14. 1.

Covet fpiritual gifts: but rather that se

may prophefre; becaufe foretelling of

things to come, was always efteemed

by Mankind an Evidence of a Perfon
divinely infpired, and confequently,

was one of the greateft Teftimonies of

the Truth of Chriftianity. And this

the Angel that appeared to St. Fobn
particularly takes notice of, Rew. 19.

: 1C. The teflimony of Fefus is the [pirit
of prophefre. 'The Prophefies of that

Book were to be a {tanding Teftimony

of the truth of Chri{tianity in all Ages

of the Church.

Thirdly, The next Gift 15 that of
healiug all manner of Difeafes. And
this the Apoftles {eem generally to have
had, and the Elders of the Church
alfo, whofe peculiar office it wasto
pray over the fick, and to anoint them
with Oyl s and upon their Prayers,
God was pleafed to grant miraculous

recoveries, as we find exprefly promi-
{ed,



the Gift of healing.

fed, Fames 5.14, 15. s any fick amons
you 2 let bim call for the V-ors of the

Courch, and let them vrav . +:0 him,

anointing bine with oil in ife ..
the Lord : And the prayer of fairh j.: -
fave the fick, and the Lord [hall ras.

it up.

This miraculous Power we find
likewile mentioned to be conferred
on the Apofiles in our Saviour’s life-
time, when he firft gave them Com-
miffion to Preach the Gofpel to the
Jews, Mark 6. 12, 13. where it is
faid, that Hﬁey went ont, and prearis-
ed that men [hould repent, Aud they
caft out many devilsy and anointed wiih
ail many that were ficky, and beaicd
toekz.

And now that this mirzculous Gi
1$ ceafed, there 1s no reafon why the
meer Ceremony of aenointing witi il
{hould continue 3 which yetis{till ufed
in the Church of Rowe, and made 2
Sacrament 5 tho’ 1t fignifiz nothing:
for they do not pretend to heal men
by ity nay they pretend the contrary,
becaufe they never ofe it, butin cx-

A a tremty
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Tolam tremity, and where they look upon
[, the Perfon as palt recovery ; and if
they did not think {o, they would not

ule if.

But befides the healing, withthis
iolemnity of anointing with Oil and
witn Prayer, which {eems to have
been uled by the Elders of the Church
only upon thofe who were members
of the Church, there was likewife
a general Gift of healing, which the
Apoliles exercifed upon all occafions
where-cver they cames and this was
performed only by laying their hands
on the fick. And this we find pro-
mifed by our Saviour to his Apoftles,
when he gave them Commiffion to
Preach the Gofpel to all the World,
immediately before his Afcenfion s and

‘not only tothe Apoftles, but to thofe
who fhould believe upcn their preach-
cwng, Mark 360 17, 18, Thefe figns
 fhall follow them that believe : in my
navie fhall they cat ont devils, &
And then it follows, they fhall lay
baspds om the ficky and they [hall reco-

TR R
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20 raife the dead.

Fourthly, The Power of raifing the
dead, which hath always been efteem-
edoneof the greateft and moft un-
queftionable Miracles of all other. A
principal part of the Apoftles Cthce
waste be witnefles of our Saviour's Re-
furseiion from the dead, whereby he
was {0 powerfully demonfirated to be
the Sor of God. But becaule this was
a{trange Relation, and not eafie to
be credited, by thofc who were firan-
gers to the Aio{’cles, and had never
known them before s therefore that
they might witnefs this with more
Authority, God was pleafed to en-
dow them with a miraculous Power
of all kinds 5 and particularly with a
power of raifing the dead : and then
there was no difbculty in receiving
their teftimony concerning our Savi-
our’s Refurreltion, when men {aw
them mn his name raife others from
the dead. And of this we hawe two
inftances in the Adfs of the Apoftles .
of St. Peter's railing Dorcas, Aéts c.
and St. Paul’s railing Eutpchus, Afis
10,  And Irenens, who lived in the
Ageafter the Apofiles, tells us, that

) Aa D 113
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in his time this power continued a-
mong Chriftians.

Fifthly, Another miraculous Gift
was that of dilcerning Spirits 5 the
principal ufe of which was, to try
and judge who were true Prophets.
And of this the Apoftle {peaks, 1 Cor.
14. 29, Let the prophet [peak two or
three, and let the other judge. And,
ver. 32, Lbe [pirits of the prophets are

fubject to the prophets. And this is

likewife call'd by the {ame Apoflle,
the gift of difcerning [pirits. 1 Cor.
12. 10. Lo another is given the dif-
cerming of [pirits. Thofe who pre-
tended to this Gift, were tryed by
the Bifhops and Elders of the Church,
as the Prophets were tryed among the

Fews, by the Sanbedrim. And of thefe

kind of Aflemblies among the Chrifti-
ans, for the tryal of Prophets, Eufe-

bius {peaks particularly in his gth
Book.

And 1t fhould {eem likewife that
this gift of difcerning Spirits, extend-
ed allo to the difcovery of the fecrets
of mens hearts 5 by the revealing

whereof,
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whereof unbelievers wete many times mAA
fuddenly ftruck and convinced 5 as S}?IIFO“
may very probably be collefted from ‘
1 Cor.14. 24, 25. But if all prophefre, and
there come in one that believeth not,
or one unlearned: he s convinced of all,
ke s judged of all. And thus are the
fecrets of his heart made manifeft, and
fo falling down on bis face, he will
worfiip God, and report that God i irn
you of a truth.

And upon this miraculous Gift of
knowing the f{ecrets of mens hearts,
it {feems to be very probable, that
that which is commonly call'd #be
power of the Keys did depend, 1 mean
the power of remitting or retaining fins:
for they who had the priviledge of
knowing mens hearts, might do this
upon certain grounds, and were {e-
cored {rom miftake in the exercife of
their power upon particular Per{ons;
which the Prieftsand Minifters of the
Church now are not, nor can be s
vecaufe they cannot {ee into mens
hearts, whether they be truly peni-
tent and qualified for forgiveneis or
not. For I cannot eafily believe but

Aa 3 that
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that thofe words of our Saviour, whsfs

[ins ye remit, they are remitted s and
wbojg

fins ye retain, they are retdintd,
were intended to fignifie fomething
more than a meer declaration of the
Promiies and Threatnings of the Go-
{pel, which any Man might make,
as well as the Apoftles and Minifters
of the Chuarch. For that God will
torgive the penitent, and that he will
not parden the finner, except he re-
pent, 1sastrue from any Man’s mouth,
as froman Apoftles: and as to the
abfclution of this or that particular
Perion, tho' a Minifter by the skill
and knowledge of his Profeflion, is
ordinatily and realonably prefumed
by virtue of his office, to be a better
iudge of a Man’s Repentance, than
other perfons are, and therefore may
with more Authority and Satisiattion
to the penitent, declare his judgment
and opinion concerning him; yet not
being able to {ee into his heart, he
may be miftaken concerning hims and
it he be, his declaring his fins to be
forgiven, that is, his abfolution of
him, will do him no good: and on
ithe other hand, his refufal to abfolve
ham, ithe be truly penitent, will do
| | him
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him no harm. As the judgment of L~

u CTMON
a skiltul Lawyer is of greater Antho- "y
rity, and more fatisfaCtory to us con- =
cerning our title to an Eftate, ‘than
the opinion of another Man, who is
not of the Profellion, nor prefumed
to have the like skill: but yet for
all this, his judgment does not alter
the cafe 3 and if in truth the Law be
othermfe our title 1s bad, torall this
skilfll Man's opinion of che goodnefs
of it.

And thus much is granted by the
Church of Rome + tmi: if the Prieft be
miftaken 1n the uiz of the Keys, and
gives ablolution to onc that s not
truly Penitent, his {ins are not re-
mitted ; orif aperﬁm be excommuni-
cated that 1s not truly guilty, bis (ins
are not retained s what be bindson earth,
00t bound in beaven 5 and le whowns lo
loofeth and abfolves on earth, s not
abfolved in bheaven, Dut the Prote-
{tants go farther, and do not only make
2 miftake: Abfolution or Exconi-
munication void in it {elf 3 but they
do not make ¢;¢ Abloluticon of the
Prieft at all nwmmﬁy to th: forgive-
nefs of fins, but only convenient for

T Aaa th
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the fatisfaCtion and comfort of the Pe-
nitent. For which reafon, our Church
does not require a formal Abfolution
0 b¢ given ro the dying penitent,
unieis he himieif defire 1ty which is
a certain Argument, that in the
Judgment of our Church the Abfo-
lution of the Prieft is not neceflary
to the Forgivenefsand Salvation of the
Penitent. For had they thought it
neceffary, they would have enjoyned
the Prieft to give 1t to every one
whom he judged Penitent, whether
he defired it or not.

So that the Ablolution of the Prieft,
having only the Authority of a Man,
prefumed to be skillful in his office,
but no certain Effet, in cale he be
miftaken (as he very eafily may be,
and 1f he be, as he ought to be, a
Charitable Man, no doubt often 15)
I cannot think but that this Power
of remitting and retaining [ins, {0 {o-
femnly conferrd on the Apoftles by
our Saviour, had {omething mn it
that was miraculous and extraordi-
ﬂary‘, and did fuppofe the know-

iedge of mens hearts, and that they

were
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were not miftaken in the applicati- &>\~
. . v ermon
on of this Power to particular Per-"xyp
fons 5 and conlequently, that in that
miraculous and extraordinary de-

gree, it was peculiar to the Apoftles
and their times. For 1 cannot eafi-

ly be brought to believe, that the
meanng of this great Promife to the
Apoliles thould be only this, Verily,
verily, 1 fay unto you, whatfocver ye
fhall bind on earih, if ye be not mifta-
ken, as in many cales ye will be,
and in any cafe ye may be, (hall be
bound in heaven: and whatfoever ye
fhall loofe on earth, [hall be loofed ir
beaven. And if more be meant than

this, it mult {uppofe a miraculous
Power of difcerning the fincerity of
mens hearts.

And theretore when the Power of
the Keys is conferred on the Mini-
{ters of the Golpel, in our Form of

Ordnation, I {uppofe that only one
or both of thefe #wo things is intend-

ed by it, viz. a Power to admit
Perfons 1nto the Chriftian Church
by Baptifm, in which is fealed to
them the remuflion of finsy and

1O
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to caft perfons out of the Communion
of the Chriftian Church, by Excom.
munication and the Cenfures of 1t: and
an authority, by virtue of their office,
todeclare to men the terms of pardon
and forgivenefs, which cannot be
that infallible Power of Abfolving
which the Apofties had.

And 1 amthe rather induced tothink
f0, becaufe 1 find it promiled to the
Apoitles, together with the miracus
lous Power and Efhcacy of Prayer,
which St. Chryfoftorr  veckons among
the wmiraculous gifis, which he fays
were ceafed in his time.  That it was
thus promifed, you mav fec Mash,
18. 183, 19, Verily I fay unto you, whai-

foever ye fhall bind on earth, fhall be

bound in Feaven: and whatfoever ye
thall loofc 0 earih, [hall be loofed in bea-
ven,  Again I fay unto you, that if
two of you fhall agree o earth s towch-
ing any thing that they [pall ask, it fhal
be done for them of wey Father wiich is in
heaver. But {urcly no man will pre-
tend that any two Chriftians or M-
nilters have now this Power, that

whatever they {hall agree together

(o
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to ask of God, which is fic and law- m
ful in behalf of any perfon, God will X1,
certainly grant 1t upon their requeft.
In the {ame fenfe I underftand {everal
other Texts, concerning the Eflicacy
of the Prayers of the Apoltlesand firft
Chriftians, as 1n a great meafure mi-
racilous, and peculiar to the firft
times of Chriftianity. And I think
any man that attentively confiders
them, will think that they cannot well
be underftood otherwife. Such as
thefe, Masth, 23. 22. And all things
whatfoever ye fball ask in prayer, believ-
ing, ye fhall receive. Mark 11.24. 1
Jay unto you, what things foever ye defire
wher ye pray, believe that ye receive
them, and ye fball have thes.  John
14. 14, If ye fhall ask awy thing in wmy
Name, 1 will do ity and Chap. 13.
17. If ye abide in me, and my!Vords
abide in you, ye fhall ask what yo will,
and it fhall be dorme unio you, 1 John 3.
22. And whatfoever we ask, we receive
of bimy and Chap. 5. 14, 15. And
this is the comfidence which we bave in
him, that if we ask any thing according
to bis will, he heareth us. And if we
know that he bear ws, whatfsever we ask,

we
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m we know that we have the petitions

X1l that we defired of bim. Thefe Pro.
mifes Itake to contain {omething ex-
traordinary, and peculiar to the firft
times of Chriftianity. And this will ap.
pear exceeding probable, if we confi.
der the occafion and circumf{tances of
thefe Promifes, which are {o often
joyned with the Promile of a miracu-
lous Power, as in the place I menti-
oned before, Matth. 18. 18, 19. where
after the Power of binding and loofing,
1t immediately follows, that if two of
you fhall agree on earth touching any thing
they fhall ask, it [hall be done for them
of nty Father, which i in heaven,
Matth. 21. 22, a#d Mark 11.24. {ays
our Saviour there to his Dilciples;
Have faith in God & for verily I ay unto
gor, whofocver (hall fay to this mountain:
be thon removed, and be thou caft ints
ihe ﬁﬁ, ana [hall not doubt in his heart,
but  fhall believe that thofe things
which be faith [ball cowse to pafs, be fhali
have whatfoever he faith. And then
jmmediately it follows, Therefore 1
fay unto you s whatfoever things ye de-
Jive, when ye pray, believe that ye receive

theswr, and ye [hall have them 5 that 1,
what-



Prayers, miraculous.

whatever ye defire of God to do, he
fhall miraculoufly do it, upon your
Prayers. So Likewife Jobn 14.12, 13, 14.

Verily, verily I fay untoyou, He that be-

licveth on me, the works that I do, _/7;7411
he do alfoy and greater works than thefe

fhall be do, becanfe I go unto my Father,
And whatfoever ye fball ask in my Name,
that will I do, ihat the Father may be
clorified in the Son.  If ye fhall ask any
thing in my Name, 1 will do it. Stll

you {ee this extraordinary Efficacy of

Prayer 1s joyned with the Power of
Miracles, asonc part and branch of
it. More particularly, we find the
forgivenels of the fins of thofe whom
they prayed for, exprelly promifed.
1 Johns. 15. Awd if we know that ke
heareth us, whatfocver we ask, we huow
that we have the petitions that we de-
fired of him. And then it follows;
If any man fee bis brotber fin a fin, whick
is not unto death, be fhall ask, and Fe
fhall give bim life for the fin that i nof
anto death. Where forgivene(s of
fins, upon the Pravers of Chriftians
for one another, 18 promifed, except in
the cafe ot a fir wmto dearh, by which
s meant Apoftacy {rom Chriliianity

T
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The Apoftles endowed with

to the Heathen Idolatry, whichis the
reafon of the caution which follows ;
Little children, keepyour felves from Idols,
And this extraordinary Efficacy of
Prayer, we find promifed in a more
efpecial manner to the Elders of
the Church, Fames .14, 15. Is

any fick among youé let  him call

for the Elders of the Church, and .

let them pray over bhim, anointing
bize with oil in the Name of the
Lord : And the prayer of faith foall

fave the fick, and the Lord fbal

raife hinz up : and if be have commitied

frns, ihey fhall be forgiven bime.

In comparing of all thefe Texts,
it fecms plain, that both the Power
of remitting and retaining [ins, and
the {irange efhcacy of Prayer, whicly
were  promifed to the Apoltles and
irft Chriftians, had {omething mi-
raculous and extraordinary in them,
and were peculiar to the firlt Ages
of the Church. I will not be pe-
remptory in  thefe things 5 but this
tcems to be the moft genuine and
reafonable  Interpretation of  thels
Texts.

Stxinly,
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Sixthly, And belides thefe which ?‘;gﬁ ;

[ have mentioned, there was likewile
a Power of infliting Corporal Pu-
nithments and Difeales upon {canda-
lous and obftnate Chriftians:; which
is in1 Scripture call'd, « delivering wmen
wp to Satan, for the deftroying Or ior-
menting of their bodies, #hat iheir
fouls smight be faved at laft. And of
this kind were thole Difeafes which
betell the Corinthians, for their difor-
derly and irregular carriage at the
Sacrament, of which the Apoitle
{peaks, 1 Cor. 11. 30. For this caufe
many ave weak and fickly among you,
and many fleep 5 that is, to {ome of
them thefe Diftempers proved mor-
tal.  And we find that this Power
did in fome cales extend to the in-
fliting of {udden and prefent death s
as in the cafe of Awmawiss and Sap-
phira.  And indeed confidering that
Chriftrantty was at firft  deftitute
of any countenance from the Ci-
vil Power, {ome {uch Power as this
was neceflary to maintain the Au-
thority of the Apoltles agamnfi
, the
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m the Contumacious and Difobedi.
XI[, ent

And then, laftly, there was the
Power of calting out Devils in the
name of Chrift, which was com-
mon to the meaneflt Chriftian, and
continued in the Church a long
time after molt of the other Gifts
were cealed, as Tertullian, Min-
ciws Felix, and Arnobins, do moft

exprefly  teftifie  concerning their
times.

Thus you fee that there were al-
moft all imaginable kinds of mira-
culous Powers conferred upon the
Apoltles and fir{t Chriftians, to give
the greater Eftablithment and Con-

firmation: to the Chriftian Do-
Ctrine. |

All the reHeftion I fhall make
upon what hath been faid, fhall be
thisa Since our Religion comes
down to us confirmed by {fuch mi-
riculous Powers, we ought to take

tise more carneft heed to it, to believe
. it
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it more ﬁedfaﬂ]y, and to pfa&ice 1t m

more carefully in our lives. For w1y
if the word fpoken by angels was [ted- ‘
faft, and every tranfgre|fton and difobe-
dience received a juft recompence of
reward 5 How [hall we efcape, if we neg~

lec¥ [0 great [alvation €

|
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SERMON XIilL

Of the Miracles wrought in
Confirmation of Chrifti-
anity.

—rptr - i,

The Second Sermon on this Text.

HE B. 1L 4.

God alfo bearing them witnefs, both with
figns and wonders, and with divers
miracles, and gifts of the holy Ghof?,
according to bis own will £

[ N thefe words three things offer
themfielves to our confideration.

firft, That Miracles are a Divine
Teftimony given to a Perlon or Do-
(trine.

Secondly, That God gave this Telti-
mony to the Apoftles and firlt Pub-
Bb o fibers
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Miracles iorrg ﬁnce

li(hers of the Gofpel, in a very eminenf
manner. Of thefe two 1 bave dif-
coursd at large, and now proceed to

the,

Third, and laf thing which I pro.
pofed, wzz. The reafon why thefe
Miracles are now cealed in the Chri-
ftian Church, and have been for 2
long time, {o that there have been
no footfteps of this miraculous Power
for many Ages. And in the handling

of this Argument, I fhall do thefe three
things.

I. Shew that thele miraculous Gifts
and Powers have ceafed in the

Chriftian Church fer {cveral Ages.

I I ihall zffign 2 plain Reafon of
tie cealing of Miracles after {uch a
tune.

{11, Anfwer the ObjeCtion from the
innumerable Miracles which have been,
and are (till pretended to be wrought
i the Church of Rowe.

L1



ceas'd in ihe Church.

1. I {hall thew, that thefe miracu-
lous Powers and Gifts have cealed in
the Church for f{everal Ages. That
they are now ceafed we find by cer-
tain experience; nor are they pretend-
ed to at this day, by any part of the
Chriftian Church, except the Church
of Ronse, where yetthey are nothing
{0 plentiful now a-days, as they were
n thofe ignorant Ages, from the time
of the degeneracy and corruption of
the Weftern Church, down to the
Reformations and now chiefly pre-
rended toin thofe parts of the Rowmar
Communion, where their Religion
reigns without any contradiction, and
people are under the awe and lath of
the Inquifition, {0 that they dare nei-
ther gainfay, nor offer to detect the
forgery and impofture of them and
- yet hereis lefs need of them, becaufe
the people are all of 2 mind, and be-
lieve as the Church would have them,
and dare not for their lives do other-
wife. For where the Inguifition rules,
and ignorance, the Mother, not of
true Devotion, but of Credul ity and

Superftition, i carefully preferved,
Bb z theve
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Volume there isno need of Miracles, to make

XII. people believe what they have a mind
to: burin other places, where their
Religion 1s oppofed, and there is great
occaﬁon for them, both to confirm
thofe of their own Religion, and to
reduce Hereticks and . Unb“hewrs
there 1s little or no pretence, to them
as [ thall thew by and by.

So that all over the Chriftian
Church, except in the Church . of
Rome, all pretence to thele mira-
culous Powersand Gifts is now cea-
{ed, and hath been for many Ages.
St. C/?r}f oftore {peaking of his time,
which - was about 400 years after
Clirift, fays that thefe miraculous
Powers were then czated, and {peaks
asif no footfteps of them were left
in the Paftors and Governours of the

hurch, much lels among private
Chriftians 3 for which he gives this
{ubftantial reafon ( which I {hall fpeak
to afterwards ) that Chriftianity be-
ing now already eftablifi’d by Mira-
cles, there was no reafon to exped
the continuance of them. St Aw-
ftine 1ndeed, {ometime after, {peaks
of many miraculous things done at

Sepulchres
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Sepulchres of the Martyrs. But this&ermon

doth not contradi®t what St. Chry- XIIL
Joftons had {aid, becaufe he f{peaks of
the living Teachers and Members of
the Church, in whom thefe miracu-
lous Gifts and Powers were cealed :
butthat fome miraculous Cures were
wrought upon the Prayers of Chrifti-
ans, at the Tombs of the Martyrs, is
a confirmation of the thing, that God
defigned to honour the Primitive
Chritians and Martyrs with thefe
Gifts, and not to continue them to
the {ucceeding Ages of the Church s
and therefore God was pleafed that
{o many wonderful things fhould be
done at their Sepulchres, to{hew that
he did intend, that thefe miraculous
Powers and Gifts {hould dye with
them, and continue no longer in the
living members of the Church.

{I. I{hall now aflign a plain realon
of the cealing of thele miraculous
Gifis after {uch a time 5 pamely, be-
caufe there was not the like neceflity
and occalionfor them, that there was
before.  They wereat firlt in a great
degree neceffary to introduce the Go-

Bbh 4 {pel
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m {pel into the World, which was deft-
%[ tute of all other helps and advantages;
to recommend 1t to the elteem and
liking of Mankind 5 togive credit to
a nevy Doctrine and Religion, {o con-
trary to the inveterate prejudices of
men, bredup in another Religion ve-
Iy di_ffera.nt from this, and {o oppoﬁte
to the lufts and 1ntereflts of men s fo
mike way for the more {peedy and
eff.ctual planting of this Religion in
the World 5 to {trengthen the hands of
rhfa fir(t PaD lithers of it, and to give
Jredit to their lcﬂlmony CONCerning
that {trange relation of theirs, of the
R cfurretion of Chrift from the déad 5
¢ be afenfible evidence and convihi-
on to men, of the Divinmity of that
iicw Dodtrine which was preached to
them, and to fupport and confirm
them in the Beliet and Profeflion of
it, agamltthofe terrible Sufferings and
Perff:cu*iom which for the fake of it
they were expafed to. For thefe red-
fons God was pleafed to fhed abroad
fo plentifully thele miraculous Gifts,
among the hr{t Preachers and Pro-
teflors of Chriftianity 5 and as thefe
,t‘eafons *"eaﬁ.d or a?:ated {o-did thele
* - oy mlra

'|
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therefore as {oon as the Gofpel was  XJj.

planted, whichit was ina great part ot
the then known World, during the lite

of the Apoftles, the Gift of Tongues

ceafed, and we hear no more of it, be-

caufe there wasno farther ufe and oc-
cafion for 1t. Other Giits did continuc
longer, butabated by degrees, accord-
ing as Chriftianity gained ground and
eftablithment, and they grew lefs fre-
quent, as there was lefs need of them.
The Power of calting out Devils,
which was mo{t common ( for every
Chriftian had 1t} contmued longeft s
and there was reafon 1t fhould conti-
nue {o long as the Devil reigned, and
the Pagan Idolatry was kept up, to
{fhew that the Spirit of Chnft was
{uperiour to the Devil, and would #1-
nally overcome him and overthrow

his Kingdom, according to that of

St. Jobn, 1 John 4. 4. Ye are of God,
little children, and have overcome them :
becanfe greater is he that is in yom,
than be that is in the world. And this
appeared in that they were able in the
Name of Chrift to caft him out where-
ever he had taken pofieflion,, which
. | (God
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WGM permitted to be very frequent in

gy, thole times, for the more glorious
manife(tation of his Power, in cafting
out the Prince of this world. But
when the Powers of the World be-
came Chriftian, and the heathen Ido-
latry was every where overthrown,
and Satan’s Kingdom every where
deftroyed, then this miraculous Gift
al{o ceafed, there being no farther oc-
cafion forit. And now that the king-
doms of the world were become bhe king-
doms of the Lord, and of his Chrif,
and that the Gofpel was planted, and
had taken firm root, and was fully
{ettled and eftablith'd, thefe miracu-
lous Powers, which were at firly ne-
ceflary to ballance the mighty diffi-
culties and oppofitions which Chrifti-
anity met withal, and to {upply the
want of all manner of countenance
from the Civil Authority, were with-
drawn, anddid ceafe, becaule there
was no need of their longer continu-
ance.

Befides that it is to be confidered,
that thofe miraculous Powers which

manifelied themielves in the firlt A-
ges
Gaod
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ges of Chriftianity, were intended by M
God to give a ftanding confirmation  x1ir.
to it in after Ages; as the Miracles
that were wrought at the giving of
the Law, and the bringing of the
Children of Ifrael into Canaan, were
defigned for a {tanding confirmation
of the Fewifh Religion, the memory
whereof was fo carefully preferved
and tranfmitted to after Ages, that

they needed not to be repeated.
I come now 1nthe,

HI. and laft Place to anfwer that
Objeltion from the innumerable Mi-
racles which have been, and are {till
pretended to be wrought in the
Church of Rome. And {o indeed we
find that the Arians and other He-
teticks 1n former times pretended to
Miracles, for the confirmation of their
Errors a good while after Miracles
were generally ceafed in the Chriftian
Church, which fhews that this 15 no
new or {trange thing,

Inanfwer to this Qbijeltion, I de-
fire
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R?Jﬁ ‘El’;‘ fire thefe following parnculars [y b¢

<[ confidered.

Eirft, That the moft Learned and
Judicious Writers of the Roman
Church do acknowledge, that there
is no neceflity of Miracles now, and

that Chriftianity is {ufiiciently efta-
blifb’d by the Miracles which were
wrought at firlt to give Teftimony
to it 5 and therefore ﬁOt being necel-
{ary, without maunifeft evxdence of
fact, itis not neceffary to believe that

hey are continued.

Secondly, The Miracles pretended
to by the Church of Rosze are of ve-
ry doubtful and {ufpelted credit, even
among the wife{t Per{onsoftheir own
Communions and theretore I hope
they do not expelt we fhould give
much credit to thole Miracles, of the
truth of which they themfelves are
in fo much doubt, that they are ge-
nerally looked upon by the more Pru-
dent and Learned among them,
pious frauds, to raife and entertam
the Devotion of the weak and igno-

rant,  Several of them have been eon-
" vifted
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only hercin England, 1n times of Po-
pery, and at the beginning of the Re-
formation ; but in other Countries,
where that Religion bears {way.

And 1t is obfervable, that the great-
elt part of the Hiftory of thefe Mira-
cles (which they call Legends) were
Written 1n the Romance Age, and
much ir the fame ftyle, with the like
wantonnefs and extravagancy of fan-
cy, and fulfom abfurdity of invention,
and it is to be feared with the like re-
gard to Truth. And I know not
whether Romances had not their name,
as well as their original, from thefe
Rowan Legends , of which they are
exalt Copies and Imitations 5 and as
thefe were Sacred, {o thofe were az
fort of (iwil Legends, in which they
reprefented their Hero's doing the like
abfurd Feats and Miracles in Chivalyy,
astheir Saints in their Legends are {aid
to do in Religian 5 and they were
both Written by the lazy and unlearn-
ed Monks, and by them dret up and
fitted to the guft of thofe ignorant and
{uperftitious Ages.

And

XL
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- Voggﬁ]? And yet thele Legends of lying won-

ders have not only been put into the
hands of the people, but Leflons out
of them have been taken, as out of
the Scriptures, and diftributed into the
publick Ofhices of their Church, to
be read there, as the Scriptures are,
and inftead of thems only with this
difference, that the people are per-
mitted to have the Scriptures only in
an unknown Tongue, but the Le-
gends, out of which thefe Leflons are
taken, they are permitted to have 4t
home in their own Tongue 5 asif there
were no danger of Error or Herefic
trom falfe {tories, but only from the
word of Truth. And heremn 13 re-
markably fulfill’d that Prophefie con-
cerning the followers of Antichrift,
2 Theff. 2. 11. That becaufe they re-
ceived not the truth in the love of it,
God would [end them [trong delufions,
wigyeawy whavis, the efficacy of im-
pofture, that they [hould belicve a lie.
And how could they more folemnly
declare the belief and love of lies,
than by putting thefe ridiculous Fa-
bles into the publick Offices of the

Church,
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Church, in place of the Holy Scrip- &30~
mres? and at the fame time that
they deny to the people the ufe of

the Scriptures in a known Tongue,

to permit them the ufe, and to recom-

mend to them the Readingof thefe

lying Legends, out of which thefe ri-
diculous Leflons are taken?

Thirdly, The Miracles of the Charch
of Rome, fuppofing {everal of them
to be true, have {uch Marks and Cha-
ra(ters upon them, as render it very
{u{picious that they are not operations
of God, or good Spirits; but zhe
working of Satan. If any Man have
but the patience to rake into thefe
Dunghills, and to read over thefe Le-

gends, even as they have by the later
- ColleCtors and Cornpilers been purg-
ed and reformed, he fhall find the
Miracles recited in them to 'be gene-
rally of one {tamp, very foolith and
abfurd, frivolous and trifting, wrought
without any necefiity, upon no good
occafion, to no wile end and purpofe ;
{o that one may know them by their
very countenance to be the ‘tricks
‘and pranks of the Dev:l 1 and not the

great

¢
3
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Mgreat and glorious works of God, fuch
XII, as are the Miracles recorded in the
Holy Scriptures.

Fourthly, The Mitacles . of the
Church of Rome, taking them fot
true, are very impertinently and un-
feafonably wrought. When and where
there 1s no need and occafion for them,
they are very rife and frequent: but
where there 1s greateft occafion for
them, and moft reafon to expelt
them, they are either not at all, or
very rarely {o much as pretended to.
In times and places where their Re-
ligion did moft abfolutely bear {way,
and few or none durft oppole it
and where the Do(trines, which they
pretended to confirm by thefe Miracles,
were moft generally believed, as in
thofe long dark and igonorant times
before the Reformation, and now 1n
]M@ and Spain, where the lnguifition
forceth them all to be of one belief, or
to profefs to be fo, in thefe times and
places, where there was lealt need
and occafion for Miracles, then and
there did they moft abound, even more
(if we may believe their Hiﬁoriis)

for
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for {everal Agesbefore the Reforma- m
tion, than in the times of our Savi- XIIL .
our and his Apoftles. But fince the
Reformation, and that many of their
Doftrines are called in queftion and
disbelieved, Miracles are grown rare,
and almoft ceafed even 1n Popifh
Countries ; and they have had but
very 1ll fuccefs with thofe few they
have pretended to; witne{s the Mi-
racle at Angiers in France, of a Child
appearing over the Altar 11 the time
of Mafs, to convince all people of the
Dodrine. of Tranfubflantiation, with
which the Papifts made f{uch a noife
herein England about tourteen or fit-
teen years ago, and which at laft
was dilcovered to be an araficial
jugele and contrivance of fome cun-
ing Prieft, and publifh'd to the World
for a cheat, by the honelt and worthy
Bifhop of that place.

But where there {eems to be moft
need of them, theyare molt wanting :
as for the converfion of Heathens 5 and
the conviction of Heretick Infdels.
For the Converfion of Heathens,

which cafe, if men did fincerely de-
Cc fign
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m fign the propagation of the true and

Al

uncorrupted Chriftianity, I do not fee
why Miracles might not yet reafona-
bly be expetted 5 butyet for all this,
we hear of very few Miracles, not {o
muchas the Gift of Tongues, even
upon this occafion.  In the fir{t Plant-
ing of the Welt-Indies, we heat ofno
Miracles, except the moft prodigious
cruelties that ever were in the World,
to the infinite fcandalof the Chriftian
Name. Andin the Eaft-Indies, and
China, Xaveriws and the firft Miflio-
naries {peak with no affurance of
any Miracles wrought by themy and
fince that time they bhave f{o depra-
ved the Chriftian Religion there, by
concealing a moft eflential part of
it, the Death and Sufferings of our
Saviour, as if they were afbamed of
tne Crofs of Chrift, that it 15 not cre
dible, that Ged fhould vouchfafe the
countenance of Miracles to thofe who
preach another Gofpel.

And then for the conviltion of He-
reticks ( as they are pleafed to call us
Protefiants ) one would think Mira-
cles (fince they have that Power )

would
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A
would be very proper for that pur- Sermon

pofe to be wrought among themy as XilL
now here in Eugland, where they are
continually endeavouring ( but efpe-
cially of late with more than ufual
vigour and hopes) to refltore their
Rehgion: and yet for all this we
cannot prevail wich them to favour us
with the {ight of one Miracle, m or-
der to our Convidtion 3 but if they
have any, they keep them private a-
mong themfelves, tho’ both Reafon
and Scripture tell us, that Miracles
were not intended for thews that believe

but to comvince ithewe that belicve
20t.

Fifthly, He from whom, of all
Perfons in that Church, we might
expect the moft and greatelt Mira-
cles, does not, fo far as I can learn,
oretend at all to that Gift, I mean
the head of their Church, the Pope,
who both as he 15 Vicar of Chrift, and
Succeffor of St. Peter in his full Yower
and Oifhce 5 or if he be no: his Sue-
ceffor, yet as he 15 his Shadow, and
pretends to be his Swceeffor, might
fairly pretend to a power of Mira-

Cc 2 cles
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cles above any in that Churchy and
I have often wonder’d why he does
not: but it {eems he contents him-
{elf with Infallibility, which is privi-
ledge and power enough for oneMan
and indeced if he had it, and could
{atisfie others -that he hath it, that
would f{erve his turn without Mira-
cles: but the mifchief of itis, there
is no other external evidence, and
which can reafonably fatishe others
of any Man’s in{piration or infallibi-
lity, but Miracles 5 and therefore the
Pope hath done very unadvifedly, in
pretending to one without the o-
ther, when he hath the {fame right

and title to both, that is, none at
all.

Sixthly, Moft of the Dottiines in
difference between usand the Church
of Rome, which they chiefly pretend
to confirm by thefe Miracles, are not
capable of being confirmed by them,
There are three {orts of Dodltrines, twe
of which are in their own Nature
incapable of being confirmed by a
Miracle, and a third upon {uppofition
of 1ts contrariety to the Chriftian Do-

¢trine
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(trine, which hath already had an
unqueftionable Divine Confirmati-

Oll.

1. No Dolirine which 1s contrary
to Senfe, 1s capable of being confirm-
ed by a Miracle, as Tran{ubftantiati-
on; which becaufe it neceffarily re-
quires the renouncing of our {enfes, in
order tothe belief of it, for that very
reafon Miracles can give no credit to
it. For that which depends on the
certainty of Senfe, as Miracles cer-
tainly do, can be no competent Argu-
ment to prove that which 1s contrary
to Senfe, as Tranfubftantiation evi-
dently is.

2. No Dotrine that does coun-
tenance or enjoin Idolatry, 1s capa-
ble of being confirmed by a Mira-
cle. This 1s evident from Deut. 13,
where Mogfes {uppoleth that a Pro-
phet might work a Sign ora Won-
der; but if it was to feduce them
from the Worfhip of the true God,
who is naturally known, to the wor-
fhip of Idols, in that cafe they were
not to hearken to him, notwith.

G¢ 3 {tanding
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W ﬁandmg he wrought a Miracle: but
w1 the Church of Rome teacheth Idolatry
in their worthip of Images, and of
the Hoft, and in the mvocatloh of

Saints and Angels.

3. No Doltrine, contrary to any
part of the Chriftian Doctrine, which
hath already recetved an unquefti-
onable Divine Confirmation, 1S ca.
pable of being confirmed by the
ivitracles pretended to in the Church
of Kowre, it they were real. For I
hope they have not the face to pre-
tend their Miracles, to be equal to thofe
of our Saviour and his Apoftles, ei-
ther for the certainty, or greatnefs
of thems and 1 have already thewn,
that they notorioufly want both the
credic and certainty of our Saviour’s
Miracles, and the marks of their Di-
vinity,

Now feveral of the Daocirines of
that Church are directly contrary
to, or inconfiftent with the Do-
{trines of Chriftianity. “"Their endea-
vour to conceal from people the
Do&rmc of the Gofpel contained 1 11]11

- . the
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the Holy Scriptures, 1s a notorious
contradiction to the defign of the
Gofpel, and to that particular Mi-
racle whereby the knowledge of it
was conveyed to the World, the
Gift of Tongues; and then the Ser-
vice of God 1n an unknown Tougue,
which 15 inconfiftent with true De-
votion, contrary to Edification, and
to the plain Scope and Defign of a
whole Chapter of St. Pax! to the
Corinthians. And (o likewife is the
Communion 1n one kind, to our
Saviour's exprels Inftitution: and
the repettion of Chrift’s Sacrifice,
to as exprefs a declaration of the
Apoftle to the Hebrews to the con-
trary, as 15 poflible for words to
make.

Seventhly and laftly, which falls
heavieit upon them of all, the chief
Prophecies of the New Teftament,
which are concerning falfe Prophets,
and concerning Antichrift, have
mark’d him out by this Character,
that he fhould be a great worker
of Miracles, and magnifie himfelf

npon this pretence.  Marth. 24. 24.
Cc 4 For

391
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m For there fhall arife falfe Chrifts, and
XIL  fdfe prophets, and [hall fhew great
frons and wonders, infomuch that ( if i
were poffible ) they  fhall deceive the
very elecf.  And 2 Thefl. 2. 9, 10
St. Fanl foretels there, that 1 the
vreat degeneracy and falling away
oi tie Chriftian Church, the wman of
fin fhould come after the working of
Satan , with all power , and figns, and
wonders of lies, that 1is, either falfe
Miracles, or Miracles wrought to cone
firm falfe Doltrines, - and with all
deceivablene[s of wunrighteoufnefs , all
the legerdemain and jugling tricks of
falthood and mnpolture : and certainly
rothing was ever mote vifible than
cacie are In- the Church of Romes
wiether we confider their 1mpudent
torgerics of Writingss ( which they
have not the face now to deny ) or
the Natare and Charaliter of their
Miracies. So that tho' Bellarmine
is plealed to make Miracles one of
the Marks of the true Church, yet
tne Miracles of the Church of Rowme;
if we confider 2all the Circumftances
of them, are one of the plaineft

marks of Antichrift, and the very
- - brand
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brand of the Beaft, as we find him S"V\A
defcribed, Revel. 13. 13, 14. And gﬁ]fn
he doth gredt wonders, and deceiveth
them that dwell on the earth, by the

means of thofe miracles zzpf)zclj he had
power to do.

And now the Church of Rome
may be allowed to work Miracless
and yet Divine Miracles, fuch as
were wronght for the firft Confir-
mation of Chriftianity, may be ceafed
in the Church: which 1s a f{ufhcient
anfwer to the Objection, and upon
the whole matter fhews, that the Mi-
racles pretended to in the Church of
Rome, are {o far from giving any con-
firmation to her Do&rines, that they
are rather an evident proof that the

15 the Apoftate and Anti-Chriftian
Church.

[ might now draw #we or three

Inferences from this wholc Difcourfe.
As,

I. We have great realon to ad-
mire the Wifdom and Goodnefs of
God in the D1fpenfatmn of the Go-

fp@i
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{pel, that by the fending down of
~“his holy Spirit to endow the firfg
Publifhers of this Heavenly Do trine
with fuch Miraculous Gifts and Pow-
ers, he hath given {uch abundant
Teftimony to the Truth of our Re-
hgion, and {fuch firm grounds for our
Faith to rely upon.

II. The confideration of what hath
been {axd convinceth men of the
oreat fin of Infidelity, and the un-
rcafonablenefs of it, after {fo clear
conviction and demonfiration as God
hath given to the World of the Truth
of Chriftianity.

[1I. and /aftly, They who believe
the Gofpel, are utterly inexcufable,
if they do not obey it, and live ac-
cording to it: for this is the great
end of all the Miracles, which God
hath wrought for the confirmation
of Chriftianity, that by the belief
of the Gofpel men might be brought
to the Obedience of Faith, and live
conformably to the Precepts of that
Holy Religion, which the Son of
God by {o many Miracles hath

planted
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planted and preferved in the World. S

But thefe I have * difcours'd of on a- S;g’fﬁn

nother occafion, and therefore fhall« g voy.
infilt upon them no farther at this ro. Serm.
time. T 1o

S E R-
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The Advantages of Truth, in
Oppofition to Error.

T g y——— — b

The Firft Sermon on this Text.

1 JOHN IV. 4. &.
Ye are of God, little children, and have

overcome them: becaufe greater is
he that s in you, thar he that s
in the world. They are of the world <

therefore [peak tﬁej of the world, an®
the world bearcth them.

I N the beginning of this Chapter
the Apoftle cautions Chriftians
againft the falfe Teachers, and falle
Prophets, intending more efpecially

tholfe of the Guoftick Selt, as 13
plain
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oA plain from the Scope of the whole
%‘fne Epiftle, who were {o bufie to {educe
Chriftians to their impious ways, and
to tempt them to apoftatize from
the Chriftian Religion to the Hea-
then Idolatry, for fear of Perfecuti-

on.

And to encourage them who had
hitherto continued in the Truth, and
refifted the feducing Arts of thole
falfe Prophets, ftill to perfevere in
their holy Profeflion and Practice, he
tells them what advantages they3
who have embraced the Truth, and
lived according to 1it, have above
thofe who {educe men to errors, or are
{feduced by them. Te areof God Jit-
tle children, and have overcome thetn -

- becanfe greater is he that is in  you,
than he that is in the world. That
which gives Truth, and the Profef-
{ors of it, the advantage over Error
and Seducers, 1s, that Truth is from
God, and the Spirit of God dwells in
thofe who fincerel y embrace and obey
it,

¢



212 oppefition to Error.

Ye are of God, that is, Ye are taught
by him, and inftruted in the Do-
¢trine which 15 from God, and relifth

Divine Truth, which our Saviour calls

ﬁzwztrmg the iémg: which are of God,
in oppofition to the things of the world,
the lufts and interclts of the World
which {way and rale in thofe falfe
Prophets and feducing Spirits. For
foit follows in the next verfe, They
are of the world, they are alted by
worldly lufts and interelts : therefore
fpeak_they of the world, they teach
things {urtable to their worldly affecti-
ons and interefts 5 and the world bhear-
eth them, they who are of the fame
temper, arc feducedand led away by
them.

So that the Apoltle’s defign in thefe
Words, is plainly to fhew the great
advantage which Truth and the fin-
cere Profeflors of it have above Er-

250
P\
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ror and the Teachers and Difciples of

i,

Ye are of God. 'This phrafe is ve-
ry frequently, and very pecu]iaﬁl'};
ufe
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Volome tfed by St. Fobn, it fignifies to belong
XII. toGodina {pecial and peculiar man-
ner, and is the {ame with being borr
of God, and being the children of God.
Chap. 3. 10. In this the children of
God are manifeft, and the children of
the devil : whofoever doth not righte-
 enfnefs, is not of Ged. Where you
{fee to be of God, and to be the chil-
dren of God, are the fame thing : and
{0 to be children of the Devil, and to be
of the Devil, are by this Apoltle ufed
in the f{ame {enfe, Chap. 3. 8. He
thar committeth fin is of the Devil.
And, ver. 12. Cain who wis of that
wicked one, that 15, a child of the De-
vil, as he had called fuch before, ver.
10. And becaufe Children do refemble
their Parents in nature and difpofition,
therefore thofe who are of a Divine
temper and difpofition, who relith
the things of God, and are apt to
embrace the Truths of God when
they are duly propounded to them,
are ready to be taught of God, are
{aid likewife to be of (God, John 8.
47. Hethat is of God, beareth God's
words : ye therefore hear thewr not, be-
caufe ye are not of God. So here ;11
tne
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the Text, Xe are of God 5 ye are of a
temper and difpofition apt to relifh
Divine things, ready to embrace the
Truths of God, and ye have enter-
tained them, and are his Children,
and are led by his Spirit, and have
the Spirit of God dwelling in vou ;
and this makes you vittorious.
Ye have overcome theme. He had {po-
ken immediately before of falfe Pro-
phets and Ansi-Chrift, by which he
doth point out not one particular
perfon, but the whole number and
faCtion of falfe Teachers, as he tells
us, Chap. 2. 18. That now there are
many Antichrifts. Ye are-of (od and
have overcome thewz. This hath ena-
bled you to refift thole {educing Spi-
rits, and made you too hard for them,
that ye are of God 5 becanfe greater is
be that is in you, than be that is in
theworld. The force of the reafon-
ing is thisy Xe are of God, that 1s,
yeare taught of God, and have re-
ceived his Doftrine, and are born
again by the word of God, and are
his Children, and being his Children,
ye have his Spitit 3 and the Spirit of
Truth and of God 1s a {ironger

| D d Prin-
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Volime Frinciple, than that Spirit of Error

%1 and Seduftion which 1s in the World,
thatis, the Devil. Greater is he that
isin you, than bethat is in the world,
The Spiritof Truth 15 more power-
ful than the Spirit of Error and Se-
duction 3 and confequently, they that
are of God, who fincerely embrace
and obey the Truth, are able to
overcome all the Temptations of

the World to Apofiacy from the
Truth.

My work at this time fhall be to
fhew what advantage good men,
and thofe who fincerely embrace and
obey the Truth, have to fecure them
in the ways of Truth and Holinefs,
againft all the Temptations of the
Devii and the World. 1 fay in the
ways of Truth and Holinefs, becaufe
thereis a {irik connexion beiween a
hearty embracing of the Truth of
God, and a fincere Obedience to it
And the Apoftle {peaks of both, m
oppofition to the Guofficks, who did
not only endeavour to feduce men
to Apoftacy fromthe Chriftian Faith,
but likewtle irom the practice of a

holy
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holy Life. Now to fecure men a- Sermor:

gainft Temptations to both thefe, Xv.
they who are of God, who fincerely
embrace and obey the Truth, have
a great advantage, becaufe that Spi-
rit and Principle which raoles and
{ways in them, ismore powerful than
that Spirit which rules in the World
and in the Children of Difobedience.
Greater is be that is in yon, than he that
isin the world 5 and thatin thefle three
refpects.

Firff, Divine Truth catries greatek
evidence along with it.

Secondly, The Motives to perfwade
men to adhere to Truth and Holi-

nefs are more operative and power-
ful,

Thirdly, There is a greater and
more immediate Affiftance accompa-
nies the Truth of God, and they
who entertain it are ated by a more
powerful Principle than that which is

in the World.
Dd a2 Firf?,
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Dol¥rines which are frone God,

Firft, Divine Truth carries greater

Evidencealong with it.  As will ap-
pear, 1t we confider thefe ¢hree things.

I. The Doétrines that are from God

have more intrinfick goodnefs in them,
and teach {uch things as are more

worthy of God, and more likely to
proceed from him.,

II. The external Confirmation of

thefe Doctrines is greater, and hath

more Conviction in it;

{II. The Spirit of God doth illu-
minate the minds of good men, and
is concern’d to lead them into the
Truth, and tofecure from dangerous
and damnable Errors.

k. The Dollrines which are from
God haves more intrinfical goodnefs
i them, 2od teach f{uch things as
are more worthy of God, and more
likely to proceed fromhim. Whoever
tuppoleth God to make a Revelation
of himfelt to men, whereby to con-
duct them to happinefs, muft in all

realon
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reafon {uppofe fucha Divine Dotrine £~
to contain plain Rules and Directi- ;gﬁ}m
ons to that End, and powerful Helps, 3
Motives, and Encouragements to
enable and excite men to the obfer-
vation of thofe Rules. For a man
would naturally reafon, That God
who is fo mnfinitely Good, would in
revealing his will to men aim at
no other End, but the happine{s of
bis Creatures 5 and that he being in-
finitely Wife as well as Good, the
Means would be proportionable, and
confequently that the Laws and Pre-
cepts which he gives would appa-
rently tend to the Happinefs of Man-
kind : and becaufe, if men have im-
mortal fouls, and are defigned to live
for ever, their greateft Happinefs is
that of another world: therefore it
is reafonable to conclude, that thofe
Rules and Directions fhould princi-
pally regard the eternal Happinefs of
men in another life, and in {ubfer-
viency to that, fhould refpett likewife

the temporal Happinefs of men in this
World,

Ddz And
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AT A

1
Vg;l[lfn *  And fuch Laws and Rules being

{fuppofed, the next thing to be ex-
peCed 1s that God thould” confider the
Condition and Circumftances of
Per{ons to whom thofe Laws are gtven 3
andif they be averfe to them, that
they fhould be awaken’d and quick-
ned to the obfervance of them, by
{uch Motives and Encouragements as
are proper and powerful to that end
and if they be weak and impotent to
the performance of what God’s Laws
vequire, that they fhould be ena-

bled and aflilted by a proportionable
{trength,

Now the Dodtrine of the Chrilti-
an Religion, which our blefled Savi-
our reveald to the World, and (as
we Chriftians {ay ) by Divine Com-
miflion and Authority, hath all thefe
Marks and Charatters of Divinity
gpon it. The Laws of it are plain
and obvious to the common under-
{tanding of Mankind ; all men know
what the Precepts of Piety, and
Goodnefs, and Mercy, and Righte-
oufnefs, and Ingegrity, and Truth£

40
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and Faithfulnefs, of Meeknefs, and P
Humility, and Patience, and Forgive- oro

nefs, and Forbearance, and Charity, Al
mean 5 and {o I might inftance in
Temperance and Chalftity,and all thofe
other Virtues and Graces which the
Chriftian Religion requires of us, and
recommends to us. Thefe all tend to
the Advancement and Perfetion of
our Natures, and make us like to
God, and capable of the enjoyment
of himin the next life: and befides
this, they do apparently conduce
all refpelts to ouor temporal Happi-
nefs in this World. And excepting
the cafe of Per{ecution, ( to which God
hath promifed abundant recompence
in another World ) the Practice of
thefe Virtues is evidently to the Ad-
vantage of particular Perfons in this
World, and to the Peace and Happi-
ne{s of Human Society,

And becaule of the great corrupti-
on of Human Nature, and the ftrong
inclination of it to Vice, the Gofpel
ofters proportionable Arguments and
Encouragements to men to periwade
them to their duty 5 an A& of Obli-

Dd s vion
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The DoZrines of Seducers,

vion and Pardon for what is palt s
perfect Reconciliation to God in and
through the Meritsand Mediation of
our blefled Saviour 5 and the eternal
Rewards and Punifhments of another
World 5 which to men that believe
the immortality of their Souls, and are
not {tupidly infenfible of their nterelt,
are the moft powerful ‘Confiderations
in the World to take men oft from
fin, and to bring them to good-
.3, | | : ' S

And becaofe the Corruption of Hu-
man MNature hath brought a great
weaknefs and 1mpotency upon Man-

, kind, God ispleafedin the Gofpel to

offer to men the powerful afliftance of
his Grace and holy Spirit,” to enable
them to perform all this ‘which he re-
quires of them. And beyond this, what
can we expect God {hould difcover to
men, in order to their Happinels m
this World, or the other? And in all
thefe refpelts the Doctrine of the G6-
{pel, revealed fromi Heaven by the Son
of God, hath to any impartial conli-
derer infinitely the advantage of Pé-
pawifmor -Malometiln, or any other

B oo~ Dodinine
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- 409
Dotlrine or Inflitution that €ver the g~
World was acquainted withal. X%Oﬂ

But now if we bring the Doctrines
of falle Prophets and feducing Spi-
rits, whom St. Fohn calls Amtichrifts,
tothis tryal, we {hall find that they
are quite of another {tamp, deftitute
of goodnefs, and calculated not for
the Happinefs and Benefit of men,
but for bafe and unworthy ends;
whereby it is evident that the teachers
of them are wot of God, but of the

world, and therefore they (peak frome

the world, and theworld heareth thew,
And of this I will give two inftances ;
one in thofe falfe Teachers the Gwo-
fticks, 1ntended by the Apoftle n this
Epiftle s and the otherina fort of Se-

ducers nearer to uUs in our OwWDn
times. ' | |

As for the Guofticks, befides their
contradicting and virtual renouncing
the main Principles of Chriftianity,
by denying that Chrit was really
come in the flefth, or that he really
dyed, or rofe, affirming all this to be
only in appearance ; the {umm of theif
- : Do(trine
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mDO&rine was either a heap of unin-

" X11, telligible words and phrafes, under a
pretence of high Myftery ; or a Do-
&rine of Liberty, asto all manner of
vice and wickednefs, under a pretence
of PerfeCtion, and that whatever they
did they could not fin 5 both which
at the firlt fight are as plain evidence
as any reafonable Man can defire,
that fuch a Doftrine could not be from
God ; nothing being more unlikely
to be a Divine Revelation, than fuch
abfurd and confufed ftuff as no Man
can under{tand, and which hath no ten-
dency to make men better. But a-
bove all, nothing can be more un-
worthy of God, nor more unlikely
to proceced from him, than {uch a
Dodltrine as gives encouragement to
vice and wickednefs of life, under
what pretence {oever it be. For what
can be more contrary to God, and a
oreat affront to the Reafon of Man-
kind, thentolet men loofe to do the
vilelt and lewdef{t things, under pre-
tence of Perfection in Goodnefs.

The other inftance {intend is near-

er at hand, and concerns us more,
znd
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and that is in the Church of Rame,sm

and thofe falfe Teachers which fhe X1y,
fends abroad into the World, and

which at this day {warm among us 3
and never did any Charalter more
unluckily agree to any fort of men,
than this of the Apoftle does to that
Church and the Teachers of it, that
they are of the world, and therefore they

fbeak of the world, and the world hear-
eth thens,

In which words there are three re-

markable Charatters given of falfe
Prophetsand Teachers.

1. Thatthey are alted by a world-

ly Spirit, and carry on a feculat
Intereft and Defign, they are of the
world.

2. That they teach things {uita-
ble to their worldly Intereft and De-

fign, and therefore they {peak &n re
wdous, from the world, according to

that worldly Spirit that acts them and
rules in them. '

3. Thole
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*%i][rjm 3. Thole that hearkento them are

a fort of people like themielves, of
worldly Aftections and Interefts, #he
world bearcth thewm.

1. They are acted by a wortldly
Sprrit, and carry on a {ecular Inte-
veft and Defign, of Greatnefs and Am-
bition, of Dominion and Tyranny, of
Riches and Wealth., Any Man that
confidersthe Church of Rowe at this
day, and by what f{teps and degrees,
by what worldly ways and unwor-
thy means fhe hath attained to that
Power and Wealth and Greatnefs, to
that Dominion and Tyranny, which
now for {everal hundred of years {he
hath exercifed, not only over the Con-
{ctences of men in the molt cruel
manner, but even over temporal
Princes and States, in commanding
tneir Treafuresand Armies, in depo-
fing Kings, and difpofing of their
Kingdoms, and’ in all imaginable
inftances of fecalar Dominion and Ty-
ranny, cannot but be fatisfied by what
Spirit they are atted, and that they

as vifibly carry on a Warldly‘ Enfereg
t an
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.. ~A™
and Defign, as the moft ambitious Se- g7 >

cular Prince ever did. XIV.

2. They teach things {uitable to
their worldly Defigns and Interefts.
Let but any Man 1mpartla]ly {urvey
thofe which are the proper Doltrines
of the Romifh Church, and which we
challenge for innovation and corrup-
tion of the truly ancient Catholick
and Chriftian Dolrine, and 1t wili
at firft fight be evident to him, whi-
ther thele Dodtrines tend, and that
they do not {ervethe Ends of Religi-
on, but of worldly Greatnefs and
Dominion, What greater inftance of
Ambition, than the claim of the uni-
verfal SuprumaC} of the Bifhop of
Rows- oer all Chriltians and Churches
in the ¢/orld, without the lealt ground,
or indeed colour of ground ei-
ther from Scripture or Antiquity s
and not oanly of an univerfal Spiri-
tual Power over Chrillians, but of
an indirect teinporal Power over Prin-
ces inorder to {piritual Ends, which
may be extended to any thing, and
hath been upon occafion to the Do-
nation of Kingdoms, and the depo-
fing of Princes, and the transferring

-
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Tt Of Temporal Dominion from lawful
¥, and Hereditary Princes, to thofe who
had no manner of Right or Title?
What more arrogant and direltly
tending to the enflaving of Mankind,
than their pretence to Infallibility,
which yet they could never agree a-
mong themlelves where to place?
What greater tyranny can be exer-
cifed over Mankind, than to oblige
themto an implicit Faith, and blind
Obedience, to believe what the Church
believes, tho they do not know what
it 15 ; and to do what the Church
commands, tho’ they doubt never {o
much of the lawfulnefs of it? Than to
hide the word of God from them,
and to lock it up 1 an unknown
Tongue, andtodeter them from the
iree ufe of that which was defigned
by God to be the great inftrument
of the Salvation of Mankind ? than
not to let men exerci{fe their Under-
ftandingsin the Service of God 3 nor
when they joyn in publick Prayers,
to fuffer them to know what it is
they ask of Gods as if the Prieff's
lips were 1o to preferve knowledge, as
to keep it all to themfelves, and not
to
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to make ufe of it for the Benefit and Serm(}n
Edification of the people ? And laftly, XIV.
to impofe upon men, under pain of
damnation, the belief of Dodrines,
not only contrary to the true Senfe
of Scripture, but to all the Senfe
and Reafon of Mankind, as 1s the
Dodtrine of Tranfub{tantiation ? How
is it poflible to bring people into a
greater iubjection to the Priefts, and
dependance upon them, than by Au-
ricular Confeffion, and that unreafon-
able Dclrine of making the Efh-
cacy of the Sacraments to depend
upon the Intentionof the Prieft ;3 and
confequently to put 1into the Power
of a malictousand bad Man to damn
all his Parifh? Aond to mention but
one thing more, what Dbetter contri-
vance could be thought of to enrich
the Church, and drain the Purfes of
the People, than their Dodlrines of
Purgatory, and Prayers for the dead,
of Indulgences and Satisfaction, and
their Farm of {ins and vices of all kinds,
call'd the Tax of the Apoftolick Cham-
ber 2 Canany Man think that thefe
and {uch like Do lrines are of God,
whichdo fo dlreéﬂy ferve the Ends

of
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mof Covetoufnefs and Ambition? Any
XII. one that does not wilfully fhut his Eyes,
may plainly fee that {fuch Docétrines,
and {fuch Teachers, are of the world,
and that they fpeat and teach thefc

things out of a worldly Intereft and
Defign.

And here I might take notice like-
wife, that they [peak from the world
alfoin another {enfe, by fhewing what
worldly and indire¢t Means (not to
{fay wicked and finful Arts?) they com-
monly make ufe of to make Difci-
ples and gain Profelytes, by Flattery
and Falfhood, by concealing and mif-
reprefenting their own Doctrines and
Practices, by defaming their Adverf{a-
ries with known Fictions and Calum-
nies, tempting men from their Reli-
gion by Promifes of temporal Advan-
tages, which, when they have gained
them they do not always perform
and make good. Can any thing be
more oppof" te to the genius of true
Religion, than to promote it by Means

{o plainly contrary to the very Nature
and Defign of 1t 2

5. Thofe
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Sermon

3. Thofe who hearken to them, xjv,

and are feduced by them, are gene-
rally like themlielves, they fpeak frome
the world, andthe world Fheareth them.
Not but that men of very honeft
and fincere minds may be {educed
into great Errors, through prejudice,
or weakneis, or 2 melancholy {uper-
ftition : but generally {uch a2 Reli-
gion as 1s calculated tor the promo-
ting of Secular Intereft, and 15 carrisd
on by Secular Arts, does gain upon
carnal and worldly minds, and it is
ufually {fome worldly confideration
or other that prevails with mcn to
embrace and profels it. A Religion
that can find out ways to fave men
without fincere repentance and a
gsood life, i5 very fit to make Pro-
{elytes in the world 5 they that teach
fuch Doctrines fpeak frome the world,

and the world 15 very apt fo hear
thene.

And thus I have done with the

firft thing, whereby it appears that
Divine Truth carries great Ewi-

dence along with1t, namely, that the
ke Doltrines
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Volume PP0&rines which are from God have
%1l. more intrinfical goodne{s in them,
and teach fuch things as are more
worthy of God, and more likely to

proceed from him. Iwill be Driefer
in the refl.

{I. The external Confirmation of
Divine DoQrinesis greater, and car-
ries more conviltion along with it.
By external Confirmation, I mean
chiefly that of Miracles. And tho’
the Pagan Religion pretended to
fome, and our Saviour plainly fore-
told that Antichrifts and falfe Pro-
phets  fhould arife, and fhould frew
Jiens and wonders, and St. Panl hath
told us, that the man of fin fhould
come with figns and wonders and mighty
power 3 yet none of thefe are of any
great confideration, in comparifcn
of the many, and great, and un-
queftionable Miracles which were {o
univerfally wrought for the eftablifh-
ment of the Chriftian Religion, and
continued for fome Agess; they bear
no manner of proportion to them,
neither for the nature, nor number,
nor circumitances of them, {o as to

{hake
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thake or weaken ady riaq’s belief germor
of the Chriftian Religion, which X1V,
hadfo much a greater Confirmati-
on given to it; elpecially when our
Saviour did foretel that falfe Pro-
phets fhould do fome things of this
kind, For after a Religion 1s efta-
blitht by plain and unqueftionable
Miracles, fuch ag for their number,
nature, publicknefs, and continuance,
and all imaginable circumftances of
advantage, wera never upon any
occafion wrought in the world, I
{ay, after this, it 15 not realonable,
that one or two fingle Miracies or
Wonders preterided to, or really
wrought by a falfe Prophet, {hould
bring in queftion the truth of a Re-
ligion confirmed by a long feries of

the greateft and moft unqueftionable
Miracles.

Befides that the Dorine of it is
{fuch as is worthy of God, and rmoft

» h " |
likely to proceed from him. ¥ oot of
| this mor

As for the Miracles pretended to ’;‘;f“;ﬂfj

by thﬁ Chutch of Rcﬁ?£, th(‘?}" are fﬁf@g?fﬁg
geerally fo  fantaftical and ridicu- e
e 2 048,
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Volume lous, and fo unlike the wotks of
X1, God, and wrought {o to no end
and purpofe, not among Unbele-
vers for therr Conviction, which
was always the great End of Mi-
racles, but among themlfelvess and
{o defittute of credit, that the wi-
felt among themlelves are {o far
from Dbezlieving them, that they are
neartilly athamed of them, {o that
we need not trouble our lelves
about them, for they are not like
to give any great Confirmation to
any Doltrine, which ftand {o much

in need of Confirmation them-
{elves,

I11. * Befides the Goodnefs of the
Dotlrines which are from God,
and the external Confirmation of
them by Miracles, which 15 a
oreat advantage to the reception
of them, the Spirit of God doth
likewile illuminate good men, and
tnofe who are dofirous to know
the truth, and hath promifed to
iead them into i, and to affilt
them in dilcerning between truth
and falfhood. So our Saviour hath

affur’d
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aflurdus, Jobr 7. 17. If any man will o

do bis will, ke fhall know of the DofFrine, X1V
whether it be of God, or whether I fpeak
of my [elf. Befides that the Dolrines
which are from God do common-
ly carry the Marks and Charalters
of their own Divinity upon them,
the Providence of God is likewile
particalarly concerned, that good
men, and thofe who are of honeft
minds, and fincerely defirovs to
know rthe truth, thould not bhe de-
ceived in matters of {o great con-
fequence to the happinefs and f{al-
vatton of Mankind. To the fame
purpofe 1s that Promile, Fohr 14. 21.
He that hath wmy Commandments, and
keepeth tem, heit is that loveth me :
and ke that loveih nee, fhall be loved
of wy Father, and I will love hine
and  will manifelt my [elf to him
God 1is always rcady to reveal
his Will to thole who are fincere-
ly defirous to do it, and will not
{ufter men of honeft minds to ert dan-
geroufly 1o matters wherein their eter-
nal Salvation 1s concern’d.

ke 3 Thus
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)4 rl - Thus you fee what Advantﬂge the

opirit of Truth hath above the Spi-
ritot Error and Seduticn 3 that Di-
vine 1ruth carries greater Evidence
along  with it, both in re{pect of
the Goodnefs of the Doftrines which
are from God, and the great Con-
firmation that is given to them, and
the extraordinary Illumination of
God’s Spirit, which is wont to ac-
compaiy the Truths of God to the
minds of good men, who are ready
anid ulipJ{Ld togive entertainment £c
Divine Truth.

I {honld now have proceeded to

he Second Advantage which the Spi-
m of Truth hath above the Spirit of
Sedultion, namely, that the Motives
o penwadc men to adhere to Truth
and Holinefs, are more powerful and
operative upon the minds of men, than
tae Motives to the contrary.

And then, Thirdly, That thofe who
embrace and thfy the Truth of
God, have a greater Affiftance, and

Are ”& d by 2 more F@wmal Sp-
| , rlf‘-’
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rit and Principle, than any 1s in the Pt
World. And this feemsto me more “yyy"
efpecially the meaning of that in the '
Text, Ye are of God, little children,
and have overcome them > becanfe greater
is he that is in you, than he that is iz
theworld. Butthele I fhall not now

¢nter upon.

e AT e AT v s fm e ke o Tt E e e el






SERMON XV.

The Advantages of Truth, in.
Oppofition to Error.

Pl ik AP

The Second Sermon on this Text.

1 JOHN 1IV. 4, 3.
Te are of God, listle children, and bave

overcome them: becanfe greater is

‘he that is in you, than ke that is
in the world: They are of the world :

therefore [peak t/;:vey of the world, and
ihe world heareth them.

Proceed to the Second Advantage
which the Spirit of Truth hath
above the Spirit of Error and Se.
duftion, namely, that the Motives
which good men have to perfwad

theme
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Motives to Truth more powerful,

them to adhere to Truth and Holi-
nefs are more powerful, than the
Motives to the contrary. They
who embraced the Chriftian Reli-
gion did firmly believe the eter-
nal Rewards and Punithments of
another World 5 and this Principle
of Faith being “fixd and rooted in
them, made them viltorious over
all the temptations of the World,
over all the allurements and ter-
rors of it 3 becaufe they were ful-
ly perfwaded of the Happinefs and
Milery of another world 5 the Hap-
pinefs of hofe who continued ﬂedq
faft in the Faith and Obedience of
the Gofpel, and the dreadful Mi-
fery and Punithment of thofe who
difobeyed the Gofpel of Chrift, or
apoftatized from the Profeffion of
it. Hence it was that they were
not to be moved by any temporal
Confiderations, either of Eafe and
Advantage, or of Trouble and Perfe-
{fecation in this World. Their eter-
nal interelt lay {o near their hearts,
and they were {fo fully pofleflt with
the belief of the everlafting Re-
wards and Punithments of anothfer

lite,
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life, that they overlook’d the goods >/

and evils of this hife 5 and all temporalse)r(l%?n

Confiderations, putinto the Scales a-
cainft their everlafting intereil, were

of no weight and moment with
them.

And this our Apoftle very parti-
cularly infifts upon in this Epiftle, Ch.
5.4, §. Whatfoever is born of God, o-
vercometh the world 5 the Children of
God arc viltorious over the temp-
tations of the World 5 and then he
tells us what it is that makes them
{0, and this is the viltory that over-
cometh the world, even our Fuaith.
Who is be that overcometh the world,
but ke that believeth that fefus is the
Sor of God ¢ The believing that Fe-
fus is the Son of God, infers the be-
liefof his Dottrine, and confequent-
ly of that eminent part of it, the
cternal Recompence of another World,
which whofoever firmly believes,
will be able to refift and overcome
all the temptations of this World.
For by the belief of the Chriftian Re-
ligion, and Faith in the Son of Ged,
we are fully affurd of the realitgé

411
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Toinr and certainty of the mighty Rewards
- X, and Punifthments of another World,
tho' they be future and at a diftance 4
anda firm perfwafion of thefe things,
makesthem in {ome {ort prelent to
us as to their Efficacy and Operati-
on: for to a wile and confiderate
Man, a great good, or a great evil,
which he believes will certainly be-
fallhim, accordingas he manageth his
affairs well or ilf, cho’ it be at {fome
diftance, 15 of greatetr torce than 2
far lefler good or evil which is pre-
fent and nearer at hand. And of
this we {ee many inftances in the
temporal Concerns of men. A pru-
dent Man will torego his prefent
cafe and pleafure, and part with a
prefent advantage, lay down ready
Mony, upcn the certain profpect of a
far greater benefit that will come to
himf{ome years hence; and will un-
dergo prelent pain and trouble, to
prevent a far greater mifchief and
inconvenience 3 and upon this Prin-
ciple of the belief of future good
and evil, all the great affairsof the
world are managed. Upon this
Principle mer Plow and Sow, and
venture
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venture their Eftates in Traftick to
foreign parts, and truft out cheir
prefent Stock, and purchafe Reverfi-
ons, and take Phyfick, and cut off
aLimb, and run all thofe hazards
of Eftate and Life, which we fee
men every day do 5 and all this for
the fecuring of fome great advan-
tage, or the preventing of {fome great
mifchief, which tho’ it be future and

at a diftance, yet they probably or

certainly forelee will happen to
them.

And this Principle is fo much
the ftronger, and of greater force
and eflicacy, in matters of greater
moment and importance, where
the good hopedfor, or the evil fear-
ed, is infinitely great, and concerns
usfor ever. If we firmly believe
the reality and certainty of it, no
temporal advantage or afflition can
come in competition with them, in
the calculation and account of a
wife Man 3 becaufe there is no pro-
portion between finite and infinite,
between the goods and evils which

are femporal, and thofe which are
eteynal o

429
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mtemdl 5 tho' theone be feer, and the

XII. other not feer; tho’ the one be pre-
fent and wmear to us, and the other
future and at a great diftance.

Upon this Principle the firft Chri-
{tians continued firm and ftedfalt in
the belief and obedience of the Go-
{pel, and were boldand open in the
Profeflion of it, notwithftanding all
the cruel aflaults of Perfecution, tho’
they hazarded the lofsofall that wais
dearto them in this World, and ex-
poled themfelves to the fuffering of
whatever is grievous and terrible to
fleth and blood. They glorsed in tri-
bulation 5 and did not only patiently
{fubmit to the greateft fufferings, but
heartily praifed God, who accounted
themt worthy to [uffer for his name
they took joyfully the [poiling of their
goods, knowing that in beaveen they bad
abetter and more enduring [ubftance;
they were tortur'd, not accepting deli-
verance, that they might obtain a bet-
ter refurreifion 5 and when they were
harrafled with all the evils and ca-
lamities of human life, yet they faint-

ed not, knowing thas their light afflicti-
ot
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on which was but f’ar a moment, wonld ng
: ermon

work, for thewe a far more exceeding and ~ <y

eternal weight of glory, having their

minds fix'd, not uponthe things which

are [een, but the things which are not

feen 5 the things which are feen Leing but

temporal, but thethings which are not

feen being ckernal.

Thus they overcame the World,
not by the Force and Power of this
World, but by the belief of another
World, and of the mighty Rewards
and Punifhments of it. And this
Faith purified their bearts, and reforms-
ed their lives, and made them ffed-
faft and wunmoveable in their holy
Profeflion, and raifed their minds
above all the temptations and terrors
of prefent and {enfible things.

Let us now fee on the contrary
what kind of Motives and Argu-
ments falfe Teachers ule to feduce
men to their pernicious ways. They
fpeak_ from the world, and commonly
make ufe of bafe and low and tempo-
ra] Confiderations, of little tricks and
devices, and «/ deceiveablenefs of wn-

righteon/-
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Veolnre righteonfnefs ( asthe Scripture calls it )

%11, to make Dilciples, and gain Profe-
lytes. They terrific them with tems-
poral dangersand inconveniencies, and
reprefent to them Suffering and Per-
{ecution and death, inall their fright-
ful fhapes, to deter them from Pro-
feflion of the true Religion : they fet
before them all manner of worldly
baits and allurements, Eafe, and
Wealth, and Preferment 5 they pro-
mife them liberty from the {triCtnefs
of thofe Laws and Rules which Re-
ligion tiesthem up to. DBythefe Arts
and Arguments the Guofticks of old
ufed to tempt men from Chriftiani-
ty, and to fhake their conftancy in
the Profeflion of it: and the fame
ways are {till put in praltice by Se-
ducers at this day. They tell men
of a glorious Church that hath great
power and intereft 1n the World ;
they amufe them with a great deal
of outward pomp and ceremony 3
they promife them ¢ preferment and
oreat worldly Advantages by com-
ing over to them 5 they threaten them
with Fire and Faggot, with Perfecu-
tions and Maflacres; and where lghey‘

ave
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have Power, they hold them faft g >

when they have gained them, by the <Xy
terrour of an Inquifition ;3 they pro-
mife them liberty, and what by the
loofenefs of their cafuiftical Divinity,
and by the eafinefs of their Penan-
ces and Abfolutions, and the cheats
of their Indulgences, they have de-
viled ways to reconcile almoft the
worlt life that any man can lead,
with fair hopes of getting to Hea-
ven at laft. They tell them indeed,
they muft make {fome ftop in Pur-
gatory: but they have {o many ways
toreleafe men from thofe Sufferings,
as do wvery much abate the terror
of themto any man that hath but cre-
dulity enough to believe them : for
befides the vaft Treafure of Merits
in the common Bank of the Church,
which the Pope hath in his difpofal;
and which no body ought to doubt
but that they are faithfully imploy-
ed by him for theeafcand deliverance
of Souls in Purgatory ; I fay, befides
thefe, there are {o many particular
ways of effeCting this bufinefs, that
a man of ordinary difcretion, with

an indifferent Purfe, may {o order
3 the



434

A
Volume

XIL

Good men aiied by

the matter, that he {hall only pals
through Purgatory, but need not

make any f{tay in that place of tosr-
mwents.

But tho  thefe ke their commed

Motives and Inducements to draw

men to their Communion, yet they
do not wholly omit the Arguments
taken from the eternal Happinels
and Mifery of menin another world ¢
for to give them their due, there are
no people in the world more pro-
digal ot eternal Salvation and Dam-
nation 5 they promife the one upon
the eafieft terms, and threaten the
orher upon the lealt difpleafure: if a

man be in their Communion, he can

oy

hardly fail of Szivation 3 and if he
booout of i, and differ from them
in the lealt point of Faith, tho® but
ot their own making, he is {ure to
be damn’d, tho' he had the Graces
and Virtues, the Sandtity and Chari-
ty of an Angel: and this 15 the true
Reafon why thele Arguments, which
are fo powertul in themlelves, fig-
nifie {olittle from their mouths 5 be-
caufe every man that hath read the

Bibk’gr
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Bible, and underftands the Chriftian m
Religion, plainly fees that they have XV,
made termis of Salvation and Dam-
nation quite different from thofe
which God hath conftituted ; fo that

thele Motives, whichare {o {trong and
mighty in themfelves, quite lofe their

edge and force, when they are ma-
naged by Seducers in fo undue 2
manner, and to ends and purpofes {6

crofs tothe mam Defignot Chrifti-
anity, This isthe Secord Advantage
which the Spirit of Truth hath above

the Spirit of Error and Sedultion,

that the Motives to perfwade men

to adhere to Trath and Holinels are
teallyin themf{elves more powerful than

the Motives to Error and Sedudtion.

~ Thirdly, Thofe who fincerely em-
brace and obey the Truth of God,
have a greater Affiftance, and are
alted by a tmore powerful Spirit and
Principle, than that which 1s in the
world 3 and this {eems more efpeci-
ally to be the mieaning of the Rea-
{on here givenin the Text, why the
Spirit of Trith 153 viltorious over the
Spirit of Error and Sedudtion's Xe are of

£ 2 God,
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The Spirit of God, and the Devil,

Ged, little children, and have overcome
them: becanfe  greater is he that
isinyon, than he that is in the world ;
that is, The Spirit which is in good men,
is more powerful than the Devil, that
evil Spirit which infpires and adts the
children of difobedience.

For the farther Explication of this,
I fhall dothefe three things.

I. Shew that there are thele two
Principles in the world, the Spirit of
God, and the Devil, very adtive and
powerful in good and bad men.

11, Thatthe Spirit of God, which

‘is in good men, isgreater than he that
15 1n the world.

i1f. In what ways the Spirit of
God doth move and affiit good
ITIeN.

I. Thatthere gre thele two Prin-
ciples i the world, the Spirit of
God, and the Devil, very altive and
powerful, theéone in good, the other
in bad men. Yhis is wvery credible

J in
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in the general, from the univerfal &>~
Tradition and Confent of Mankind, gy,
ini the belief of good and evil Spirits
attending men, and prompting them
to good andevil : but we, who em-
brace the Revelation of the Gofpel,
have 2 much firmer and {urer ground
forit, nothing being more plain and
frequent in Scripture, than that the
holy Spirit of God guides and aflilts
good men in doing the will of God 3
and that the Devil works in the chil-
dren of difobedience, and is always rea-
dy to tempt men to, and promote
any evil Ation or Defign. From
hence it is that the Scripture does
almoft every where alcribe all good
motions and aftions to the operation
and influence of God’s graceand holy
Spirit upon the Minds of men 5 and
the fins of men to the temptation
and fuggeltion of the Devily and
this 15 fo well known to any one
converfant in the holy Scriptures,
that I need not cite particular Texts

for the proof of it.

"Tis true indeed, that the Moti-
ons of God’s holy Spirit, and the
FiIa Suggeftions
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mSuggeﬁions of the Devil, are very

X1l fecret to us, and imperceptible by
| us, fo that no mancan f{ay certain-
ly, thatthis good inclination or action
is an inmediate Motion of God’s holy
Spirit in me, or that evil Thought
and Defign is animuediate Suggefii-
on of the Devils it 1s {ufficient for us,
that we are aflured from Divine Re-
velation in general, that the Spirit of
God very frequently does, and is al-
waysready to afli{t good men in the
doing or {uftering of God’s Will 5 as
the evil Spirit, where God permits
him, i1s always bufy to tempt and
{educe men to evil. And this ought
nottobe f{trange to us, becaufe our
Saviour- hath exprefly told us, that
the Spirit of God works 1n men after
an imperceptible manner, Jobz 3. 8.
The wind bloweth where it lifteth, and
thon beareft the found thereof, but canft
not tell whence it cometh, and whither
7 goeth s So 7s everyone that is born of
the Spirit. 'Tho’ we do not know the
manner of the Spirit’s working, nor
percerve the operations of it upon our
minds,  yet we find the Effelts of
11 the renovation and. {anétificati-

T
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on of our hearts. Thus by undenia- £/~

ble Arguments men are aflured of a "yy
Divine Providence governing the
world, tho' men do not always fee,
nor can make cut to others, the pat-
ticular interpofitions of it, {o as to
{ay that this or that was an immedi-
ate Eftet of Divine Providence. To
know certainly that a thing 7, it is
not neceflary that we fhould be able
to give a particular account of ali
its operations, and the manner of
them 5 thefe may be hidden from us,
and yet we may be {ufhciently af-
ured by other Arguments that there
1 {uch a thing. Men are f{ure they
have Souls, tho™ they can g¢ive no
account how the actions of Under-
{tanding, and Remembrance,and Sen-
{ation are produced by them: {o it is
in the prefent cafe, we are {uthci-
ently aflured from the Word of God,
that good and bad Spirits have a
great influence upon the Minds of
Men, tho' we bes not confcious-to
their operations, and the manner of
them, |

IT. The Spirit of God, which 15 in
| Ft 4 onod
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The Spirit of God
good men is greater than he that

15 11 the Worlds he is more able

and ready to aflit men to Good
Purpofes, than the Devil is to tempt
and help forward that which is Evil.
And this will appear, 1f we confider
thefe three things.

1. The Spirit of God 1s more
powerful than the Devil 3 and this
15 [0 evident of 1t {elf, that 1t needs
no proof.

2. The Spirit of God is as for-
ward and willing to affilt men to
Good Purpofes, as the Devilis to the
contrary. That extremity of Malice
and Envy which 1s in evil Spirits
does no doubt make them very for-
ward and active to do all the Mif-

chief they canto Mankind, by tempt-
ing and feducing them to fin: but on
the other hand, the utmoit Perfettion
of Goodnefs which in God is IMOTC
and greater than the Malice of the
D;VJ will incline more firongly the
fioly Spirit of God to pity,and axd and
help gocd men, than the Malice of the
Devil can urge him e procure the
| Harig,
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Harm and Mifchiefof Mankind 5 and
if we could {fuppofe their Will and
Inclinations equal 5 yet our Comfort
in their Power 1s not.

3. The Spirit of God hath a more
free and immediate accefsto the Minds
of good Men, and a more intimate con-
junction with and operation upon
them,than the Devil. The Spirit of God
is always prefent to us, and willing
to dwell and abide in us, and ready to
help and affift us,if we beready to obey

his ditates, and comply with his

holy and blefled Motions 5 if we
did not refift, and quench, and
grieve him, he would always
take up his abode and habita-
tion in us, and would be conti-
nually exciting, and guding, and
affifting us to that which is good
he knows our Hearts, and {ees all
the f{ecrets of our Souls ;3 knows all
our Inclinations, knows our weak-
nels and our danger, what Affift-
ance we want, and when 1t will
be moft feafonable; and is as inti-
mate to us, and as conicious to al
' | ' the
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Yolume the Motions of our Spirits, as we our

¥ felvesare.

Bat now the Devil 15 under great
reftraint, and cannot make nearer
approaches to any man than God
permits hims; he does not know
our hearts, nor can pry into the
{fecret of our thoughts. God kxzows,
but the Devil does but gwefs at the
Thoughts, and Defigns, and Incli-
nations of men; he hath-no power
over us, nor no accels to us, but
what we give him, or God permits.
By Obedience to God’s Will, and re-
fifting the Temptations of the Devil
to fin and difobedicnice, we may
not only keep out the Devil, but
keep him at a great diftance, and
make him flee from ws, {o that we
{hall have little trouble or molefta-
tion from him : for tho he be un-
wearied in his malicious Attempts to
ruin our Souls, yet becaufe . he
cannot be every where, he haunts thofe
moft where he hath greate{t hopes
of {uccefs, and i1s too eager and in-
tent upon Milchiet to employ his

time and temptations where he hath
o - been
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been often foiled, and hath reafon S’;"\-’\
to defpair of v:t&ory' So that if all XJZ
things be confider’d, it 15 our own
fault if we want the affitance of God’s
Holy Spirit, or ifthe Devil have any
great power over us: for God
does not ufually, but upon great
provocation, take away his Holy
Spirit from men, and lay them
open to the aflaults and tempta-
tions of the Devil. If any be %4
capiive by the Deuvil at bis pleafure,
it 15 thofe who have wilfully for-

{aken God, and fold themfelves to do
wickedly.

HI. We will confider in what
ways the Spirit of God doth move

and  affift good men. Thele two
Ways.

1. By exciting good Motions m

us, and enabhng us to bring them to
effeft

2, By {upporting us under Perlecu-
tionfor Religion.

I. By exciting good Motions in
:E ‘ ‘ us§
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Volume U8, and enabling us to bring them
i to eftect. Thefe the Apoftle puts
~ together, Phil, 2. 13. For it s God
which worketh in you, both to will

and to do, of his good pleafure. 1t

is he that ftirs up good Inchinati-

ons in us, and carries them on

to effeCt. And this he makes an
Argument why we fhould be di-
ligent and induftrious in the work

of our Salvation, becaufe God is {o
ready to affift usy; Work out your

own [alvation with fear and tremovling :

for it is God that worketh in you both to

will and to do of his good pleafure,

2. By {upporting us under Perfe-
cation for Religion. In cafe of
extraordinary Temptations, and vio-
lent Affaults upon our Conftan-
cy in Religion, by fierce and cru-
el Perfecutions, God affords im-
mediate and extraordinary Supports
to good men, whereby they are
many timesborn up under the great-
eft Sufferings, not only with pa-
tience, but with Comfort and jgy
unfpeakable and full of glory. Where

ever God fuffers good men é@
¢
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be tempted above Humanity, he af- Germon
fords them an immediate Pivine XV,
Affiftance, to bear them up and make
them viCtorious. So St. Peter tells
us, 1 Pet. 4. 4. That thofe who fuf-
fer and are rveproached for the name of
Chrift, the [pirit of glory and of God
refleth wupor them. So likewife St.
Paul, 1 Cor. 10, 13. {peaking of thofe
who had not yet been fet upon by
any fharp Perfecution, No temptation
bath taken pou, but fuch as is common to
man, ¢ pi dvbear@:, nothing but what
is humane, what the Spirit of a man
may bear: butiffuch a cafe happen,
of Temptation above WNature, and
the {pirit of a man be too weak
to {fupport it felf under it, God will
in that cale afford men immediate
and extraordinary Supports and Com-
forts, God is faithful, who will not fuf-
fer you to be tempted above what ye
are able 5 but will with the temptation
alfo make a way to efcape, that you may
be able to bear it: and then it im-
mediately follows, Wherefore my dear-
ly beloved, flee from Idolatry s becaufe
God hath promifed {uch an extra-
ordinary afbftance, in cafe of Per-
{ecution
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mﬁ fecution for Religion, therefore he

"X, encourageth them to continue fted-
faft in the profeflion of Chriftianity;
and cautions them againft Apoftacy
to the Heathen Idolatry.

The Inference from all this Dif-
courfe, 15 to encourage us to conti-
nue {tedfalt in the Truth, and id
the practice of our holy Religion,
to hold faft the profeffion of onr Faith
withont wavering, and not to {uffer
our felves to be fhaken with every
wind of Dolfrine, by the arts and cun-
ning of thofe who lie in wait to de-
ceives Who creep into houfes, and
lead captive filly women, laden with fins,
and led away by divers ufls. You
fee what kind of perfons thefe falfe
Teachers ufed to profelyte 5 wo-
men of no virtue, of a proftitu-
ted reputation, laden with fins, and
fed awaywith divers Iuffs 5 a Charatter
that notorioufly agrees to fome Se-
ducers of our times,

Therefore let us comtinne in  the
things which we bave heard, and not
fuffer our felves to be moved fom

onr
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onr fledfafinefs. The more we con-

fider our Religion, and compate
it with the unqueftionable Reve-
lation of God in the holy Scrip-
tures, the greater Realon we fhall
{ee to adhere to it. The Do-
&rines of our Religion are of God,
plainly contained 1n his Word, and
fuch as are worthy of him, and
likely to proceed from him, and tend to
the Good and Happinefs of Man-
kind, to make men really better, and
to qualifie them for that happinefs
which God hath promifed to holy
Souls: TheDoclrines of our Religi-
on are free fromthe Sufpicions of
a worldly Intereft and Defign. But
if we confider the Dodtrines and
Innovations of that Church which
pretends to be the only Chnftian
Catholick Socicty in the world, we
fhall find that they are of another
ftamp, and of a quite contrary ten-
dency, that they f{avour fo rankly
of a worldly Intereft, that any im-
partial man would at firft fight judge
them to be the Contrivances of world-
ly, covetous, and ambitiousmen, ahnd
' that

Sermon
XV,
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Foime that they did not look like Divine

XII. Truths, and Dolrines that are qu
God, but that they are of the world,
and therefore they that propagate.
them, and would feduce mento them,

' fpeak_ from the world, and the world

beareth thez:.
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