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RECOMMENDATION.

The learned and pious divine, the Rev. JaAmzs HERVEY, author of ¢ Medi-
tations among the Tombs’, ¢ Contemplations on the Starry Heavens,’ &c. and
whose praise is in all the Churches, in his Dialogues, Vol. I, p. 343, gives the
following recommendation of this work :

““ See this work of grace, and precedure of conversion more copiously dis-
la*ed, in a valuable little piece entitled, ¢ Human Nature in its Fourfold State,’
y Thomas Boston, which, in my opinion, is one of our best books for common
readers. The sentences are short, and the comparisons striking : the lJanguage
is easy, and the doctrine evangelical ; the method proper, the plan comprehen-
sive, the manner searching, yet latory. If celebrated treatise is
styled ¢ The whole Duty of Man,’ I woulg call this The whole of Man; as
it comprises, what he was, originally ; what he is, by transsression ; what he
should be, through grace ; and then what he will be, in glory.”

Russell & Martien, Priaters.



PREFACE.

It is a maxim among wise men, That the knowledge of
rsons is of as great use in the conduct of human life, as the
nowledge of things: and it is most certain, that he who knows
the various tempers, humours, and dispositions of men, who
can find out their turn of thought, and penetrate into the
secret springs and principles of their actings, will not be at
a loss to ﬁng out proper means of compassing his aims, will
easily preserve himself from snares, and either evite or over-
come difficulties. But the knowledge of human nature, mo-
rally considered, or,in other words, of the temper and dispo-
sition of the soul in its moral powers, is of much greater
value; as it is of use in the concerns of an unchangea%ie life
and world: he who is possessed of so valuable a branch of
knowledge, is thereby capacitated to judge aright of himself,
to understand true Christianity, and to conceive justly of per-
fect baP iness, and consummate misery. )
- The’depravity of human nature is so plainly taught, yea,
inculcated insacred scripture, and is so obvious to every
thinking man’s observation, who searches his own breast, and
reflects duhy on his temper and actings, that it is surprisingly
strange and wonderful, how it comes to pass, that this mm-
rtant truth is so little understood, yea, so much disbelieved,
y men who bear the name of gospel Ministers. Are there
not persons to be found in a neighbouring nation, in the
character of Hreachers, appearing daily in pulpits, who are so
‘unacquainted with their Bibles and themselves, that they
ridicule the doctrine of original sin as unintelligible jargon?
If they are persons of a moral life and conversation, the
seem to imagine, that they cannot become better than they
are; if they are immoral, they seem to indulge a conceit, that
they can become virtuous, yea, religious, when they please.
These are the men who talk of the dignity of human nature,
of greatness of mind, nobleness of soul, and generosity of
sEirlt: as if they intended to persuade themselves and others,
that pride is a good principle; and do not know, that pride
and selfishness are the bane of mankind, productive of all the
wickedness, and much of the misery to be found in this and



4 PREFACE.

in the other world; and is indeed that, wherein the depravity
of human nature ’properly consists.

Upright Adam’s nature faintly adumbrated the divine, in a
moderate self-esteem, an adequate self-love and delightful re-
- flection on his own borrowed excellency, regulated by a just

esteem of, and supreme love to, his adored Creator: whence a
reaceful serenity of mind, a loving, compassionate and benevo-
ent disposition of soul, a depth of thought, and brightness of
imagination, delightfully employed in the rapturous contem-
lation of his Magker’s infinite perfections; thus bearing the
ivine image, and resembling (gtem that made him. But no
sooner did he disobey the divine probatory command, than the
scales were cast, his moderated self-esteem degenerated into
Eride, his adequate self-love shrunk into mere selfishness, and
is delightful reflections on his own excellency, varied into
the tickling pleasures of vanity and conceit: he lost view of
the Author of his being, and thenceforth, instead of delight-
ing in him, first dreaded, and then despised him.
he modest, and therefore hitherto anonymous author of
the following discourses, Mr. Tnomas BosTgx, having handled
this subject in preaching to his own obscure parochial congre-
tion of Ettrick, in the Sheriffdom of Selkirk, had a particu-
ar view to their benefit, in printing and publishing them; and
therefore the style and method is plain and simple, and the
first edition printed on coarse paper; but the subject is so com-
rehensive and important, so well managed, and the book has
geen so well received, that it now appears in the world more
embellished, as well as better corrected than formerly.

Let it suffice, to recommend it to those who have a right
taste of genuine Christianity, that all the Author’s notions flow
so0 directly from the sacred fountain, that it is to be doubted,
if he has had much recourse to any other helps than his Bible
and his Gop for assistance. Mean-time, I am aware of an

. exception from those who rank themselves among the polite
part of mankind, as that there is the same harsh peculiarity of
dialect in it, which is commonly to be found in books of prac-
tical divinity. But I beg leave to observe, that the dialect they
except against, is borrowed from sacred Scripture: and like-
wise ¢ it 'has pleased Gop, by the foolishness of preaching to
save them that believe;” so also to countenance what they
are displeased with, by the oi:erations of his Spirit on the
minds of true Christians, as their common experience wit-
nesseth. However, 1 heartily wish, the exception was altoge-
ther removed, by some person’s digesting into a methodical
treatise, the views of human nature in its primitive perfection,
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in its dePraved condition, and in its retrieved state, who is
master of modern style, and thoroughly understands the sub-
jects discoursed in this book, that by becoming all things to all
men, some (viz. ofall ranks and kinds of men) may be gained.

I am not to declaimn at large in favour of religion; this were
to write a book by way of preface. Many able pens have been
employed in recommendingit to the world by strong arguments
drawn from its usefulness to society, its suitableness to the dig-
nity of the rational nature, and the advantages arising to men
from it it in this and the other world. But, after all, maynot
one be allowed to doubt, if religion be rightly understood by
all its patrons! may not the beauties and excellencies of a
precious gem be elegantly described by a naturalist, or jew-
eller, who never saw the particular one he talked of, and
knows little of its nature, less of the construction of its parts,
and nothing of its proper use? Are there not men of bright
parts, who reason ﬁnel& in defence of religion, and yet are so
much strangers to it, that they brand the persons who are so
happy as to be possessed of it, with the hard name of spiritu-
alists, reckoning them a kind of enthusiasts, unworthy of their
regard. The truth is, Christianity is a mystery, mere reason
does not comprehend it. There 1s a spiritual discerning ne-
cessary to its being rightly understood, whence it comes to
pass, that men of great learning and abilities, though they
read the Scriptures with attention, and comment learnedly
upon them, yet do not, yea cannot enter into the vain of
thought peculiar to the inspired penman, because they share
not of the same Spirit; wherefore it is, that the Apostle Paul
asserts the naturar, that is, unregenerate man, doth not ‘know
the things of God, neither indeed can be cz:lpable of knowing
them, because they are spiritually discerned.’

From what has been said, it 18 easy to conclude, that no
pedantic apology on the part of the author, for appearing in
print, or fawning compliments to the courteous reader, on the
part of the prefacer, are to be expected. The truth is, both
the one and the other are rather little arts, vailing pendantry
and conceit, than evidences of modesty and good sense. It 1s
of more use to recommend the perusal of the book to persons
of all ranks and degrees, from a few suitable topics, than to
show wherein this Edition differs from the first.

Let it however, be a prevailing a.r%ument with persons of
all denominations, carefully to read books of practical divi-
nity, That many of them are not written on the same motives
an 'nciples as other books are; the authors have often a
pecuﬁl;.r divine call to publish them, and well founded hope

A2



6 PREFACE.

of their being useful to advance Christianity in the world. In
consequence whereof it is, that great numbers have reaped be-
nefit by reading them, especially in childhood and youth; many
have been converted by them; and it may be questioned if
ever there was a true Christian, since the art of printing made
these books common, who has not, in some stage of life reap-
ed considerable advantage from them. This book recom-
mends itself in a particular manner, by its being a short sub-
stantial system of practical divinity, insomuch that it may
with truﬂz be asserted, that a person who is thoroughly ac-
quainted with all that is here taught, may, without danger
to his eternal interest, remain ignorant of other things, which
pertain to the science called Divinity. It is therefore ear-
nestly recommended to the serious and frequent perusal of all
but especially of such as are in that stage of life called youth,
and are so stationed in the world, as not to be frequently op-
portuned to hear sermons, and read commentaries on the
sacred text.

It is doubtless incumbent on masters of families to make
some provision of spiritual as well as bodily foed, for their
children and servants; thisis effectually done by putting prac-
tical books in their hands: and therefore this book is humbly
and earnestly recommended as a family book, which all the
members of it are not only allowed, but desired to peruse.

ROBERT WIGHTMAN, m. p. 6. E.
Edinburgh, March 18, 1729, '
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HUMAN NATURE

IN ITS

FOURFOLD STATE, &c.

—_—

STATE I.

NAMELY,

THE STATE OF INNOCENCE, OR PRIMITIVE INTEGRITY,
IN WHICH MAN WAS CREATED. .

Lo! this only bave I found, That God hath made man upright, but they have
sought out many inventions.— Eccles. vii. 29.

Tuere are four things very necessary to be known by
all that would see heaven. KFirst, What man was in the
state of innocence, as God made him. Seconory, What he
is in the state of corrupt nature, as he hath unmade himself.
TuirprLy, What he must be in the state of grace, as created
in Christ Jesus unto good works, if ever he be made a par-
taker of the inheritance of the saints in light. And Lastvy,
What he shall be in his eternal state, as made by the Judge
of all, either perfectly happy, or completely miserable, and
that for ever. These are weighty points, that touch the vi-
tals of practical godliness, from which most men, and even
many professors, in these dregs of time, are quite estranged.
1 design, therefore, under the Divine conduct, to open up
these things, and apply them. ,

I begin with the first of them, namely, the StaTE or Invo-
OENCE, that, beholding man polished after the similitude of a
palace, the ruins may the more affect us; we may the more
prize that matchless Person, whom the Father has appointed
the repairer of the breach; and that we may, with fixed re-
solves, betake ourselves to that way which leadeth to the city
that hath unmoveable foundations. In the text we have three

1. The State of Innocence wherein man was created, ¢‘God
hath made man upright.”> By man here, we are to understand
our first parents; the archetygal pair, the root of mankind,
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the compendized world, and the fountain from whence all ge-
nerations have streamed: as may appear by comparing Gen.
v. 1, 2. ¢“In the day that God created man, in t%e likeness
of God made he him, male and female created he them, and
blessed them, (as the root of mankind) and called their name
Adam.” The original word is the same as in our text; in
this sense, man was made right (agreeable to the nature of
God, whose work is perfect) without any imperfection, cor-
ruption, or principle of corruption in his body or soul. He
was made upright, that is, straight with the will and law of
God, without any irregularity in his soul. By the set it got
in its creation, it directly pointed towards God, as_his chief
end; which straight inclination was represented, as in an em-
blem, by the erect figure of his body, a figure that no other
living creature partakes of. 'What David was in a gospel
sense, that was he in a legal sense, one according to God’s
own heart, altogether righteous, pure, and holy. God made
him thus : he did not first make him, and then make him
righteous: but in the very making of him, he made him
righteous.  Original righteousness was con-created with him;
so that in the same moment he was a man, he was a righteous
man, morally good ; with the same breath that God breathed
in him a living soul, he breathed in him a righteous soul.

2. Here is man’s fallen state: ¢ But they have sought out
many inventions.” They fell off from their rest in God, and
fell upon seeking inventions of their own, to mend their case;
and tﬁey quite marred it. Their ruin was from their own pro-
per motion; they would not abide as God had made them, but
they sought out inventions to deform and undo themselves.

3.0bserve here the certainty and importance of those thinis,
«Lo! this onlyhave I found,”” &c. Beliéve them, they are the
result of a narrow search, and a serious inquiry performed by
the wisest of men. In the two preceding verses, Solomon re-

resents himself as in quest of goodness 1n the world, but the
lssue of it was, he could find no satisfying issue of his search
after it; though it was not for want of pains; for he counted
one by one, to find out the account: ¢¢Beheld, this have I found
(saith the Preacher) to wit, That (as the same word is read
in our text) yet my soul seeketh, but I find not.” He could
make no satisfying discovery of it, which might stay his inqui-
ry. He found good men very rare, one, as it were, amon%l_a
tgousand; good women, more rare, not one good among his
thousand wives and concubines, 1 Kinﬁs xi. 8. But could that
satisfy the grand query, « Where shall Wisdom be found ?”
No, it could not; ?and if the experience of others in this point,
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run counter to Solomon’s, as it is no reflection on his discern-
ing, it can as little decide the question; which will remain un-
determined till the last day.) But, amidst all this uncertain-
t{, thereis one point found out, and fixed: ¢¢ This have I found.”

e may depend upon it as most certain truth, and be fully sa-
tisfied 1n it: ¢ Lo this! » fix your eyes upon it, as a matter wor-
thy of most deep and serious regard; to wit, that man’s nature
is now depraved, but that depravation was not from God, for
‘“He made man upright;” but from themselves, ¢¢They have
sought out many inventions.”

DoctrInNg, God made man altogether righteous.

This is that state of innocence in which God set man down
in the world. It is described in the Holy Scriptures with a
running pen, in comparison of the following states; for it was
of no continuance, but passed as a flying shadow, by man’s
“abusing the freedom of his own will. I shall,

FirsT, Inquire into the righteousness of this state wherein
man was created.

SeconpLy, Lay before you some of the happy concomitants
and consequents thereof.

Lasrtvry, Apply the whole.

Of Man’s Original Righteousness.

FirsT, As to the righteousness of this state, consider, that
as uncreated righteousness, the righteousness of God is the su-
preme rule; so all created righteousness, whether of man or
angels, hath respect to a law as its rule, and a conformity
thereunto. A creature can no more be morally independent of
God, in its actions and powers, than it can be naturally inde-
pendentof him. A creature, as a creature, must acknowled
the Creator’s will, asits supreme law; for, as it cannot be with-
out him, so it must not be but for him, and according to his
will: yet no law obliges until it be revealed. And hence it fol-
lows, that there was a law which man, as a rational creature,
was subjected to in his creation; and that this law was reveal-
ed to him. ¢ God made man upright,” says the text. This
presupposeth a law to which he was conformed in his creation;
as when any thing is made regular, or according to rule of ne-
cessity, the rule itself is presupposed. Whence we may ga-
ther, that this law was no other than the eternal, indispensi-
ble law of righteousness, observed in all points by the second
Adam, opposed by the carnal mind, some notions of which re-
main yet among the P 8, who, ‘“having not the law, are a
Jaw ynto themselves,” Rom. ii. 15. In aword, this law is the
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very same which was afterwards summed up in the Ten Com-
mandments, and promulgated on mount Sinai to the Israelites,
called, by us, the moral Jaw: and man’s righteousness consist-
ed in conformity to this law orrule. More particularly, there
is a twofold conformity required of a man: a conformity of the
powers of his soul to the law, which you may call gabitual
righteousness; and a conformity of all l{is actions to it, which
is actual righteousness. Now God made man habitually right-
eous; man was to make himself actually righteous: the for-
mer was the stock God put into his hand; the latter, the im-
H:ovement he should have made of it. The sum of what I
ve said, is, that the righteousness wherein man was created
was the conformity of all the faculties and powers of his soul
to the moral law. This is what we call original righteous-
ness, which man was originally endued with. -~ We may take
it up in these three things.
1rsT, Man’s understanding was a lamp of light. He had
perfect knowledge of the law, and of his duty accordingly: he
was made after God’s image, and consequently could not want
knowledge, which is a part thereof, Col. iii. 10. ¢The new
man js renewed in knowledge, after the image of him that cre-
ated him. And indeed this was necessary, to fit him for uni-
versal obedience, seeing no obedience can be according to the
law, unless it proceed from a sense of the commandment of
God requiring it. It is true, Adam had not the law written
upon tables of stone, but it was written upon his mind, the
. knowledge thereof being con-created with him. God impress-
ed it upon his soul, and made him a law to himself, as the re-
mains of it among the heathens do testify, Rom. ii. 14, 15.
And seeing man was made to be the mouth of the creation, to
glorify God in his works, we have ground to believe he had
naturally an exquisite knowledge of the works of God.~ We
have a proof of this, in his giving names to the beasts of the
field, and the fowls of the-air, and these such as express their
nature: Whatsoever Adam ‘called every living creature, that
was the name thereof,” Gen. ii. 19, And the dominion which
God gave him over the creatures, soberly to use and dispose
of them according to his will, (still in subordination to the will
of God) seems to require no less than a knowledge of their na-
tures. And besidesall this, his perfect knowledge of the law,
roves his knowledge in the management of civil affairs, which
in respect of the law of God, ¢agood man will guide with dis-
cretion,’ Psal. cxii. 5.
SeconoLy, His will lay straight with the will of God,
Eph. iv. 24.  There was no corruption in his will, no hent nor
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inclination to evil; for that is sin properly and truly so called:
hence the apostle says, Rom. vii. 7. ¢I had not known sin, but
by the law; for Ihad not known lust, except the law had said,

hou shalt not covet.” An inclination to evil is really a foun-
tain of sin, and therefore inconsistent with that rectitude and
uprightness which the text expressly says he was endued .with
at his creation. The will of man then was directed and na-
turally inclined to God and goodness, thmﬁh mutably. Itwas
disposed, by its original e, to follow the Creator’s will, as
the shadow does the body; and was not left in an equal ba-
lance to good and evil: for at that rate he had not been up-
right, nor habitually conformed to the law, which in no mement
can allow the creature, not to be inclined towards God as his
chief end, more than it can allow man to be a God to himself.
The law was impressed upon Adam’s soul: now this, accord-
il(lig to the new covenant, by which the image of God is repair-
ed, consists in two things: 1. Putting the law inte the mind,
denoting the knowledge of it : 2. Writing in the heart, de-
noting inclinations in the will, answerable to the commands of
the law, Heb. viii. 10. So that, as the will, when we consider
it as renewed by grace, is by that grace natively inclined to
the same holiness in all its parts which the law requires; so
was the will of man (when we consider him as God made him
at first) endued with natural inclinations to every thing com-
manded by the law. For if the regenerate are partakers of
the divine nature, as undoubtedly they are, for so says the
Scripture, 2 Pet. i. 4. and if this divine nature can import no
less than inclinations of the heart to holiness: then surely
Adam’s will could not want this inclination; for in him the
image of God was perfect. It is true, itis said, Rom. ii. 14, 15,
¢ That the Gentiles show the work of the law written in their
hearts;’ but thie denotes only their knowledge of that law, such
asitis; but the Apostle to the Hebrews, in the text cited, takes
the word heart in another sense, distinguishing it plainly
from the mind. And it must nted, that, when God pro-
miseth in the new covenant, ¢To write his law in the hearts
of his people,” it imports quite another thing than what Hea-
thens have; for though they have notions of 1t in their minds,
yet their hearts go another way; their will has got a set and
a bias quite contrary to that law; and, therefore, the expression
suitable to the present purpose, must needs import, besides
these notions of the mind, inclinations of the will going along
therewith; which inclinations, though mixed with corruption
in the regenerate, were pure and unmixed in upright Adam.

ce



22 OF MAN’S ORIGINAL RIGHTEOUSNESS. State I.

In a word, as Adam knew his master’s pleasure in the matter
of duty, so his will stood inclined to what he knew.
. Tuirory, His affections were orderly, pure, and holy; which
is & necessary part of that uprightness wherein man was crea-
ted. The Apostle has a petition, 2 Thess. iii. 5. ¢ The Lord
direct {:ur hear}"ts, unto e:;:veﬂ:)f G(l)d:’ that is, ¢The Lord
straighten your hearts, or make them lie straight to the love
of God:’ a)r,;d our text tells us, man was thus made straight.
*The new man is created in righteousness and true holiness,’
Eph. iv. 24. Now this holiness, as it is distinguished from
:ﬁhte.ousness, ma imt}:ort the purity and orderliness of the

ections. And thus the Apostle, 1 Tim. ii. 8. will have men
to pray, ¢ LiftinE up holy hands, without wrath and doubting’
because, as troul leg wateris unfit to receive the image of the
sun, 80 the heart, filled with impure and disorderly affections,
i8 not fit for divine communications. Man’s sensitive appe-
tite was indeed naturally carried out towards objects grateful
to the senses. For seeing man was made up of body and soul
and God made this man to glorify and énjoy him; and for this
end to use his good creatures in subordination to himself: it
is plain that man was naturally inclined both to spiritual and
sensible good; yet to spiritual good, the chief guodp as his ulti-
mate end. And, therefore, his sensitive motions and inclina-
tions, were subordinate to his reason and will, which lay
straight with the will of God, and were not, in the least, con-
trary to the same. Otherwise he should have been made up
of contradictions; his soul being naturally inclined to God as
the chief end, in the superior part thereof; and the same soul
inclined to the creature as the chief end in the inferior part
thereof, as they call it: which is impossible; for man, at the
same instant, cannot have two chief ends. Man’s affections,
then, in his primitive state, were pure from all defilement,
free from all disorder and distemper, because, in all their mo-
tions, they were duly subjected to his clear reason, and his hol
will.  He had also an executive power answerable to his will;
a power to do the good which he knew should be done, and
wﬁi(::h he inclined to do, even to fulfil the whole law of God.
If it had not been so, God would not have required of him per-
fect obedience; for to say that ¢ The Lord gathereth where he
hath not strawed,’ is but the blasphemy of a wicked heart,
against a and bountiful God, Mat. xxv. 24. .

From what has been said, it may be gathered, that the ori-
ginﬁb xiighteousness explained, was universal and natural; yet
mutable. o

Finst, It was universal; both with respect to the subject of
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it, the whole man: and the object of it, the whole law. Uni-
versal I say, with respect to the subject of it; for this righte-
ousness was diffused through the whole man; it was a blessed
leaven that leavened the whole lump. There was not one
wrong pin in the tabernacle of human nature, when God set
it up, however shattered it is now. Man was then holy in
soul, body, and spirit: while the soul remained untainted, its
lodging was kept pure and undefiled: the members of the body
were consecrated vessels, and instruments of righteousness.
A combat betwixt flesh and spirit, reason and appetite; nay,
the least inclination to sin, lust of the flesh in the inferior part
of the soul, was utterly inconsistent with this uprightness, in
which man was created: and hasbeen invented to veil the cor-
ruption of man’s nature, and to obscure the grace of God in
Jesus Christ: it looks very like the language of fallen Adam,
laying his own sin at his" Maker’s door, gen. iil. 12. ¢The
woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the
tree, and I did eat.” But as this righteousness was universal
in respect of the subject, because it spread through the whole
man, 80 also it was universal, in respect of the object, the holy
law: There was nothing in the law, but what was agreeable
10 his reason and will, as God made him: the son hath now set
him at odds with it: his soul was shapen out, in length and
breadth to the commandment, though exceeding broad: so that
this original righteousness was not only perfect in parts, but
in degrees.
SecoNDpLY, As it was universal, so it was natural to him
. and not supernatural in that state. Not that it was essential
to man, as man; for then he could not have lostit, without the -
loss of his very being; but it was con-natural to him: He was
created with it, and It was necessary to the perfection of man,
as he came out of the hand of God: necessary to constitute
him in a state of integrity. Yet,
THirDLY, It was mutable; it was a righteousness that might
be lost, as is manifested by the doleful event: His will was
not absolutely indifferent to good or evil; God set it towards
only; yet he did not fix and confirm its inclinations, that
it could not alter. No, it was moveable to evil: and that only
by man himself. God having given him a sufficient power to
stand in this integrity, if he l'umfl pleased : Let no man quarrel
God’s works in this; for if Adam had been unchangeably right-
eous, he behoved to have been so either by nature, or by free
gift; by nature he could not be so, far that is proper to God,
and incommunicable to any creature: if by free gift, then no
wrong was done him, in witiholding of what he could not crave.
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Confirmation in a righteous state, is a reward of grace, given
upon continuing righteous through the state of trial; and would
have been given to Adam, if he had stood out the time appoint-
ed for probation by the Creator; and accordingly is given to
the saints, upon the account of the merits of Christ, who was
obedient even to the death. And herein believers have the |
advantage of Adam, that they can never totally nor finally
fall away from grace.

Thus was man made originally righteous, being created
in God’s own image. Gen. i. 27. which consists in the positive
%ualities of knowledge, righteousness and holiness, Col. iii. 10.

phes. iv. 24. All that God made was very good, according to
their several natures, Gen. i. 31. And so was man molr’ﬁly

, being made after the image of Him who is ¢ and
upright,” Psal. xxv. 8. Without this, he could not have an-
swered the great end of his creation, which was to know,
love, and serve his God, according to his will. Nay, he could
ot be created otherwise: for he behoved either to be conformed
to the law, in his powers, principles, and inclinations, or not:
if he was, then he was righteous; and if not, he was a sinner,
which is absurd and horrible to imagine.

Of Man’s Original Happiness.

Secoxpry, I shall lay before you some of those thlngs
which did accompany or flow from the righteousness of man’s
primitive state: Happiness is the result of holiness; and as it
was a holy, so it was a happy state.

First, Man was then a very glorious creature. 'We have -
reason to suppose, that as Moses’ face shone when he came
down from the mount; so man had a very lightsome and plea-
sant countenance, and beautiful body, while as yet there was
no darkness of sin in him at all. But seeing God himself is
Florious in holiness, Exod. xv. 11. surely that spiritual come-

iness the Lord put upon man at his creation, made him a
very glorious creature. O how did lisht shine in his holy con-
versation, to the glory of the Creator! while every action was
but the darting forth of a ray and beam of that glorious, un-
mixed liﬁht which God had set up in his soul; wh%le that lamp
of love, lighted from heaven, continued burning in his heart,
as in the holy place; and the law of the Lord, pyt in his in-
ward parts by the finger of God, was kept by him there, as
in the most holy: There was no impurity to be seen without;
no squint-look n the eyes, after any unclean thing; the tongue
spoke nothing but the language of Heaven: And in a word,
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¢“The King’s Son was all glorious within, and his clothing of
wrought Ned

Secondly, He was the favourite of Heaven: He shone
brightly in the image of God, who cannot but love his own
image, wherever it appears. While he was alone in the world
he was not alone, for God was with him: his communion and
fellowship was with his Creator, and that immediately: for
as yet there was nothing to turn away the face of God from
the work of his own hands; seein sin{md not as yet entered,
which alone could make the breach.

By the favour of God, he was advanced to be confederate
with Heaven, in the first covenant, called the Covenant of
Works. God reduced the law, which he gave in his creation,
into the form of a covenant, whereof perfect obedience was
the condition: life was the thing promised, and death the pe-
nalty. As for the condition, one great branch of the natural
law was, that man should believe whatsoever God should re-
veal, and do whatsoayer he should command: accordingly,
God making this covenant with man, extended his duty to the
not eating of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil; and
the law thus extended, was the r _E;pj' man’s covenant-obe-
dience. How easy were these terms to him, who had the na-
tural law written on his heart; and that inclining him to obey
this positive law, revealed to him, it seems, by an audible
voice, Gen. ii. 16. the matter whereof was 8o very easy. And
indeed was highly reasonable that the rule and matter of
his covenant-obedience should be thus extended: that which
was added, being a thing in itself indifferent, where his obedi-
ence was to turn upon the precise point of the will of God,
the plainest evidence of true obedience, and it being in an ex-
ternal thing, wherein his obedience or disobedience would be
most clear and conspicuous.

Now, upon this condition, God promised him life; the conti-
nuance of natural life in the union of soul and body; and of

iritual life in the favour of his Creator: he promised him

so eternal life in heaven, to have been entered into when he
should have passed gpe time of his trial upon earth, and the
Lord should see meet to transport him into the upper Paradise.
This promise of life was included in the threatning of death
mentioned, Gen. ii. 17. For while God says, ¢‘In the day thou
eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die:” it is in effect, ¢‘If thou
doest not eat of it thou shalt surely live:>> And this was sacra-
mentally confirmed by another tree in the garden, called there-
fore, the Tree of Life, which he was debarred from, when he
had sinned, Gen. iii. 22, 28. “~Lest he put forth his hand,
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and take also of the Tree of Life and eat and live for ever.
Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of
Eden.” Yet it is not to be thought, that man’s life and death
did hang only on this matter of the forbidden fruit, but on the
whole law; for so says the Apostle, Gal. iii. 10. ¢ Itis writ-
ten, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which
are written in the Book of the Law, to do them:” That of
the forbidden fruit, was a revealed part of Adam’s religion;
and so behoved expressly to be laid before him: but as to the
natural law, he naturally knew death to be the reward of dis-
obedience; for the very Heathens were not ignorant of this:
¢ Knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such
things are worthy of death,” Rom. i. 32. ~ And, moreover, the
promise included in the threatninﬁ, secured Adam’s life ac-
cording to the covenant, as long as he obeyed the natural law,
with the addition of that positive command; so that he need-
ed nothi:f to be expressed to him in the covenant, but what
concerned the eating of the forbidden fryit. That eternal life
in heaven was promised in this covenant, is plain from this,
that the threatning was of eternal death in l;xell; to which
when man had made himself liable, Christ was promised, by
hiis death to purchase eternal life: and Christ himself ex-
pounds the promise of the Covenant of Works of eternal life,
while he promiseth the condition of that covenant to a proud
young man, who, though he had not Adam’s stock, yet would
needs enter into life in the way of working, as Adam was to
have done under this covenant, Math. xix. 17. ¢ If thou wilt
enter into life, (viz. eternal life by doing, ver. 16.) keep the
conmandments.

The penalty was death, Gen. ii. 17. ¢¢In the day that thou
eatest &eereo thou shalt surely die.” The death threatened
was such as the life promised was; and that most justly, to wit,
temporal, spiritual, and eternal death. The event 1s a com-
mentary on this: for the very day he did eat thereof, he was
a dead man in law; but the execution was stopped, because of
his posterity then in his loins; and another covenant was pre-

ed; however, that day his body got its death-wound, and
g:::ame mortal. Death also seised his soul: he lost his origi-
nal righteousness and the favour of God; witness the tgripe:~1
and throes of conscience, which made him hide himself from
God. And he became liable to eternal death, which would
have actually followed of course, if a mediator had not been
provided, who found him bound with the cords of death, as a
malefactor ready to be led to execution. Thus you have a
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short description of the covenant, into which the Lord brought
man, in the estate of innocence.

And seemeth it a small thing unto you, that earth was thus
confederate with heaven? This could have been done to none
but him whom the king of heaven delighted to honour. It
was an act of grace worthy of the gracious God whose fa-
vourite he was; for there was grace and free favour ‘in the
first covenant, thou%i ¢ the exceeding riches of grace,” (as the
Apostle calls it, Eph. ii. 7.) was reserved for the second. It
was certainly an act of grace, favour, and admirable conde-
scension in God, to enterintoa covenant, and such a covenant
with his own creature. Man was not at his own, but God’s
disposal: nor had he any thing to work with, but what he had
received from God. ere was no proportion betwixt the
work and the promised reward. Before that covenant, man
was bound to perfect obedience, in virtue of his natural de-
pendence on God: and death was naturally the wages of sin;
which the justice of God could and would have required, though
there had never been any covenant betwixt God and man: but
God was free; man could never have required eternal life as
the reward of his work, if there had not been such a covenant.
God was free to have disposed of his creature as he saw meet:
and if he had stood in his integrity as long as the world should
stand, and there had been no covenant promising eternal life
to him upon his obedience, God might have withdrawn his su
porting hand at last, and so made him creep back into the
womb of nothing, whence almighty power had drawn him out:
And what wrong could there have been in this, while God
should have taken back what he freely gave? But now the
covenant being made, God becomes debtor to his own faithful-
ness: if man will work, he may crave the reward on the ground
of the covenant. Well might the angels then, upon his bein
raised to his dignity, have given him.that salutation, ‘¢ Ha
thou that art highly favouretﬁl the Lord is with thee.”

Thirdly. God made him lord of the world, prince of the in-
ferior creatures, universal lord and emperor of the whole earth.
His Creator Fave him dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowls of. the air, over all the earth, yea, and every
living thing that liveth upon the earth: ¢ He put all things un-
der hs feet,*” Psal. viii. 6,7, 8. He gave him a power so rly
to use and dispose of the creatures in the earth, sea, and air.
Thus man was God’s depute governor in the lower world; and
this his dominion was an image of God’s sovereignty. This
was common to the man and the woman; but the man had one
thing peculiar to him, to wit, that he had dominionover the
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woman alse, 1 Cor. xi. 7. Behold how the creatures came to
him, to own their subjection, and to do him homage as their
lord; and quietly stoed before him, till he put names on them
as his own, Gen. ii. 19. Man’s face struck an awe upon them;
the stoutest creatures stood astonished, tamely and quietly
adoring him as their lord and ruler. Thus was man ¢¢ crowned
with glery and honour,” Psal. viii. 5. The Lord dealt most
liberally and bountifully with him, ¢¢put all things under his
feet;”” only he kept one thing, one tree in the garden, out of
his hands, even the tree of knowledge of good and evil.

But vou may say, And did he gudﬁe im this? I answer,
nay; but when he had made him thus holy and happy, he gra-
ciously gave him this restriction, which was in its own nature,
a prop and stay to keep him from falling. And this I say upon
these three grounds: 1. As it was most proper for the honour
of God, who had made man lord of the ll(,)wer world, to assert
his sovereign dominion over all, b; some particular visible
sign; so it was most proper for man’s safety. Man being set
down in a beautiful paradise, it was an act of infinite wisdom,
and of grace too, to keep from him one single tree, as a visi-
ble testimony that he must hold all of his Creator, ashis great
Landlord: that so while he saw himself lord of the creature,
he might not forget that he was still God’s subject.. 2. This
was a memori:::lg of his mutable state, given in to him from
Heaven, to be laid up by him for his great caution: for man
was created with a free will to good, which the Tree of Life
was an evidence of: but his will was also free to evil, and the
forbidden Tree was to him a memorial thereof. It wasina
manner, a continual watch-word to him against evil, a beacon
set up before him, to bid him beware of dashing himself to
pieces, on the rock of sin. 3. God made man upright, direct-
ed towards God as the chief end. He set him like Moses, on
the top of the hill, holding up his hands to heaven: and as
Aaron and Hur stayed up Moses’ hands, Exod. xv. 10, 11, 12.
s0 God tgave man an _erect figure of body, and forbid him the
eating of this tree: to keep him in that posture of uprightness
wherein he was created. ~ God made the beasts looking down
towards the earth, to show that their satisfaction might be
brought from thence; and accordingly it does afford them what
is commensurable to their appetite: but the erect figure of
man’s body, which-looketh upward, showed him that his hap-

iness lay abeve him in God, and that he was to expect it

m heaven, and not from earth. Now this fair Tree, of
which he was forbidden to eat, taught him the same lesson;
that his happiness lay not in enjoyment of the creatures, for
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there was a want even in Paradise: so that the forbidden tree
was in effect the hand -of all creatures, pointing man away
from themselves to God for hap&iness: it was a sign of empti-
ness hung before the door of the creation, with this inscrip-
tion: This is not your rest.

Fourthly. As he had a perfect tranquillity within his own
breast, so he had a perfect calm without; his heart had nothing
to reproach him with; conscience then had nothing to do, but
to direct, approve, and feast him; and without, there was no-
thing to annoy him; the happy pair lived in perfect amity; and
though their knowledge was vast, true, and clear, they knew
no shame; though they were naked, there were no blushes in
their faces; for sin, the seed of shame, was not yet sown,
Gen. ii. 25. and their beautiful bodies were not capable of in-
juries from the air; so they had no need of clothes, which are
originally the badges of our shame; they were liable to no
diseases, nor pains; and though they were not to live idle, yet
toil, weariness, and sweat of the brows, were not known in
this state.

Fifthly. Man had a life of pure delight, and undr. plea-
sure in this state; rivers of pure pleasure run throueg%{t; the
earth, with the product thereof, was now in its glory; nothing
- had yet come in to mar the beauty of the creatures. God set
him down, not in a common place of the earth, but in Eden,
a place eminent for -pleasantness, as the name of it imports;
nay, not only in Eden, but in the garden of Eden; the most

leasant spot of that pleasant place: a ﬁuden planted by God
Eimself, to be the mansion-house of this his favourite: As,
when God made the other living creatures, he said, “ Let the
water bring forth the moving creature,”” Gen. i. 20. And,
«Let the earth bring forth the living creature,” ver. 24. But
when man was to be made, he said, “Let us make man,”
ver. 26. So, when the rest of the earth was to be furnished
with herbs and trees, God said, “Let the earth bring forth
grass, and the fruit-tree,” &c. Gen. i. 11. But of Paradise it is
said, God planted it, chap. ii. 8. which cannot but denote a
singular excellency in that garden, beyond all other parts of
the then beautiful earth: There he wanted neither for neces-
sity nor delight; for there was “every tree that is pleasant to
the sight, and good for food,” ver. 9." He knew not these de-
lights which luxury has invented for the gratifying of lusts;
but his delights were such as came out of the hand of God,
without passing’ through sinful hands, which readily leave
marks of impurity on what they touch: So his delights were
pure, his pleasures refined: AII)ld yet may I show you a more
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excellent way; wisdom had entered into his heart: Surely then
knowledge was pleasant unto his soul. What delight do some
find in their discoveries of the works of nature, by the scraps
of knowledge they have gathered! but how much more exqui-
site pleasure had Adam, while his piercing eyes read the book
of God’s works; which God laid before him, to the end he
might glorify him in the same; and therefore he had surel
fitted him for the work! but above all, his knowledge of Grod’,y
and that as his God, and the communion he had with him,
could not but afford him the most refined and exquisite plea-
sure in the innermost recesses of his heart. Great is that de-
light which the saints find in these views of the glory of God,
that their souls are sometimes let into, while they are com-

sed about with many infirmities; but much more may well
E:Gallowed to sinless Adam; no doubt he relished these plea-
sures at another rate.

Lastly. He was immortal: He would never have died, if he
had not sinned; it was in case of sin that death was threaten-
ed? Gen.ii.17. which shows it to be the consequent of sin, and
not of the sinless human nature: the perfect constitution of his
body, which came out of God’s hand very good, and the righ-
teousness and holiness of his soul, removed all inward causes
of death; nothing being 1Ewelpzu‘ed for the grave’s devouring
mouth but the vile body, Philip. iii. 21. and “‘those who have
sinned,” Job xxiv. 19. And ’s special care of his inno-
cent creature, secured him against outward violence. The
Apostle’s testimony is express, Rom. v. 12. “ By one man sin
entered into the world, and death by sin.”> Behold the door
by which death came in! Satan wrought with his lies, till he
got it opened, and so death entered; and therefore is he said
to have been “a murderer from the beginning,”” John viii. 44.

Thus have I shown you the holiness and happiness of man
in this state. If any shall say, What is all this to us, who
never tasted of that holy and hap%y state? they must know it
nearly concerns us, in so far as Adam was the root of all man-
kind, our common head and representative; who received from
God our inheritance and stock to keep it for himself and his
children, and to convey it to them: the Lord putall mankind’s
stock (as it were) in one ship; and, as we ourselves should
have done, he made our common father the pilot. He puta
blessing in the root, to have been, if rightly managed, diftused
into all the branches. According to our text, making Adam
upright, he made man upright; and all mankind had that up-
" rightness in him; for, “if the root be holy, so are the branches.”
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But more of this afterwards; had Adam stood, none would
have quarrelled the representation.

Usk L. For information. This shows us, 1. That not God,
but man himself, was the cause of his ruin: God made him up-
right; his Creator set him up, but he threw himself down.
. Was the Lord’s directing and inclining him to good, the rea-

son of his woful cheice? or did heaven deal so sparingly with
him, that his pressing wants sent him to hell to seek supply?
Nay, man was, and is the cause of his own ruin. 2. GocP may
most justly require of men perfect obedience to his law, and
condemn them for their not obeying it perfectly, though now
they have no ability to keep it; in so doing he gathers but
where he hasstrewed. He gave man ability to keep the whole
law: man has lost it by his own fault; but his sin could never
take away that right which God hath to exact perfect obedi-
ence of his creature, and to punish in case of disobedience.
8. Behold here the infinite obligation we lay under to Jesus
Christ, the second Adam, who with his own precious blood has
bought our escheat, and freely makes offer of it again to us,
Hos. xiiic. 9rand-thet-with -the advantage of everlasting secu-
rity, that it can never be altogether lost any more, John x.28, 29.
Free grace will fix those whom free will shook down into g
f o misel:{.

Use II.  This reacheth a reproof to three sorts of persons.
1. To those who hate religion in the power of it, wherever
it a s and can take pleasure in nothing but in the
worﬂ and their Justs. Surely those men are far from righte-
ousness; they are haters of God, Rom. i. 30. for they are
haters of his image. Upright Adam in Paradise, would have
been a great eye-sore to all such persons, as he was to the
serpent, whose seed they tErove themselves to be, by their ma-
lignity. 2. It reproves those who put religion to shame, and
those who are. ashamed of religion, before a eless world.
There is a generation who e 8o bold_with the God that
made them, and can in a moment crush them, that they ridi-
cule piety, and make a mock of seriousness. ¢¢ Against whom
do ye sport yourselves? Aga.inst whom make ye a wide mouth,
de draw out the tongue? ” Isa.lvii. 4. Is it not against God
himself, whose image, in some measure repaired on some of
his creatures, makes them fools in your eyes? Be not mock-
ers, lest your ¢ bands be made strong,”” Isa. xxviii. 22. Holi-
ness was the glory God put on man, when he made him; but
now sons of men turn that glory into shame, because they

- themselves glory in their shame. There are others that se-
cretly approve of religion, and in religious company will pro-
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fess it; who, at other times, to be neighbour-like, are ashamed
to own it! so weak are they, that they are blown over with the
wind of the wicked’s mouth. A broad laughter, an impious
jest, a silly gibe out of a profane mouth, is to many an unan-
swerable argument against religion and seriousness; for in the
cause of religion, they are ‘as silly doves without heart.” O
that such would consider that weighty word, Mark viii. 38.
“ Whosoever, therefore, will be ashamed of me, and of my
words, in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him also
shall the Son of man be ashamed when he cometh in the glory
of his Father, with the holy angels.” 3. It reproves the
proud self-conceited professor, who admires himsellt)’ in a gar-
ment he had patched together of rags. There are many,
who, when once they have gathered some scraps of know-
ledge of religion, and have obtained to some reformation of life,
do swell big with conceit of themselves; a sad sign that the
effects of the fall lie so heavy upon them, that they have not
as yet come to themselves. Luke xv. 17. they have eyes be-
hind, to see their attainments, but no eyes within, no eyes be-
fore to see their wants, which wuuld surcly humblc them; for
true knowledge makes men to see both what once they were,
and what they are at present; and so is humbling, and will
not suffer them to be content with any measure of grace at-
tained, but puts them on to press forward, ¢ forgetting the
things that are behind, > Philip. iii. 13, 14. But those men
are such a spectacle of commiseration, as one would be, that
had set his palace on fire, and were %l‘o ing in a cottage he
had built for himself out of the rubbish, Eough so very weak
that it could not stand against a storm.

Use III.  Of Lamentation. Here was a stately building,
man carved like a fair palace, but now lying in ashes: let us
stand and look on the ruins, and drop a tear. This is a lamen-
tation and shall be for a lamentation. Could we choose but
to weep, if we saw our country ruined, and turned by the en-
emy into a wilderness? If we saw our houses on fire, and our
households perishing in the flames? But all this comes far
short of the dismal sight: man fallen as a star from heaven!
Ah! may not we now say, ¢ O that we were as in the months
past,” when there were no stains in our nature, no clouds on
our minds, no pollution in our hearts: Had we never been in
better case, the matter had been less: but, ¢¢they that were
brought up in scarlet do now embrace dung-hills: > Where is
our primitive glory now! once no darkness in the mind, no re-
bellion in the will, no disorder in the affections. But ah!
‘How is the faithful city become an harlot? Righteousness
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lodged in it; but now murderers: Our silver is become dross,
our wine mixed with water:”> That heart ‘which was once
the temple of God, is now turned into a den of thieves: Let
our name be Ichabod, for the glory is departed. Happy wast
thou, O man; who was like unto thee! No pain or sickness
could affect thee, no death could approach thee, no sigh was
heard from thee, till these bitter fxl-’uits were plucked off the
forbidden tree: Heaven shone upon thee, and earth smiled:
thou wast the companion of angels, and the envy of devils:
But how low is he now laid, who was created for dominion,
and made lord of the world! ¢ The crown is fallen from our
head: wounto us that we have sinned!”> The creatures, that
waited to do him service, are now, since the fall, set in batthe-
array against him; and the least of them having commission,.
Eroves too hard for him: Waters overflow the old world;

re consumes Sodom; the stars in their- courses fight against
Sisera; frogs, flies, lice, &c. turn executioners to Pharaoh
and his tians; worms eat up Herod: yea, man needs a
league with the beasts, yea, with the very stones of the field,
Job v. 13. having reason to fear, that every one that findeth
him will slay him. Alas! how are we fallen! how are we
plun‘fed into a gulf of misery! The sun has come down on
us, death has come in at our windows; our enemies have put
out our two eyes, and sport themselves with our miseries: Let
us then lie down in our shame, and let our confusion cover us:
Nevetrheless, there is hope in Israel concerning this thing.
Come then, O sinner, look to Jesus Christ the second Adam:
quit the first Adam and his covenant; come over to the Media-
tor and Surety of the new and better covenant; and let our
hearts say, ‘¢ Be thou our Ruler, and let this breach be under
thy hand.” And let your ‘‘eye trickle down and cease not
without any intermission, till the Lord look down and behold
from heaven,”’ Lam. iii. 49, 50.

p2
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STATE I1I1.

~~.XAMELY,

THE STATE OF NATURE, OR, OF ENTIRE DEPRAVATION.
HEAD L

THE SINFULNESS OF MAN’S NATURAL STATE.

Aad God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that e
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. Gen. vi. 5.

‘We have seen what man was, as God made him, a love-
ly and happy creature; let us view him now as he hath un-
made himself; and we shall see him a sinful and miserable
creature. This is the sad state we were brought into by the
fall; a state as black and doleful, as the former was glorious,
and this we commonly call the State of Nature, or Man’s
Natural State, according to that of the Apostle, Eph. ii. 3.
¢¢ And were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.*
And herein two things are to be considered: 1. The sinfulness.
2. The misery of this state, in which all the unregenerate do
live. I begin with the sinfulness of man’s natural state,
whereof the text gives us a full, though short account: ¢ And
God saw that the wickedness of man was great,” &c.

The scope and design of these words are, to clear God’s
justice in bringing the flood on the world. There are two par-
ticular causes of it taken notice of in the preceding verses.
1. Mixed marriages, ver. 2. The sons of God, the posterit
of Seth and Enos, professors of the true religion, married wi
the daughters of men, the profane, cursed race of Cain: They
did not carry the matter before the Lord, that he might choose
for them, Psal. xlviii. 14.  But without any respect to the will
of God, they chose; not according to the rules of their faith,
but of their fancy: They saw that they were fair; and their
marriage with them occasioned their divorce from God. This
was one of the causes of the deluge, which swept away the
old world. 'Would to God all the professors in our day, could
plead not guilty: but though that sin brought on the delufe,
yet the deluge hath not swept away that sin; which, as of old,
0 in our day, ma justly be looked upon, as one of the causes
of the decay of religion. It was an ordinary thing among the
Pagans, to change their Gods, as they changed their condition
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into a married lot; and many sad instances the Christian world
affords of the same, as if people were of Pharaoh’s opinion,
That religion is only for tK::e that have no other care upon
their minds, Exod. v. 17. 2. Great oppression, ver. 4. ¢ There
were giants in the earth in those dazs :? Men of great stature,
great strength, and monstrous wickedness, ¢ filling the earth
with violence,” ver. 11. But neither their stregth nor trea-
sures of wickedness could profit them in the day of wrath:
Yet the gain of oppression still carries many over the terror
of this dreadful example. 'Thus much for the connexion, and
what particular crimes that generation was guilty of: But
every lferson that was swept away with the flood, could not
be guilty of these things, and ¢¢ Shall not the Judge of all the

doright?” Therefore, in my text, there is a general in-
dictment drawn up against them all, ¢‘The wickedness of
man was greatin the earth,” &c. And thisis well instructed,
for ¢¢ God saw it.” Two things are laid to their charge here.

First. Corruption of life, wickedness, great wickedness.—I
understand this of the wickedness of their lives; for it is plain-
ly distinguished from the wickedness of their hearts. The sins
of their outward conversation were great in the nature of them
and greatly aggravated by their attending circumstances; and
this not only among those of the race of cursed Cain, but those
of holy Seth: ¢ The wickedness of man was great:”” And then
it is added, “In the earth.”” 1. To vindicate God’s severity,
in that he not only cut off sinners, but defaced the beauty of
the earth; and swept off the brute-creatures from itby the de-
luge, that as men ?md set the marks of their impiety, God
might set the marks of his indignation, on the earth. 2. To
show the heinousness of their sin, in making the earth, which
God had so adorned for the use of man, a sink of sin, and a
8 whereon to act their wickedness, in defiance of Heaven:
God saw this corruption of life; he not only knew it, and
took notjce of it, butll’)e made them to know, that he did take
notice of it; and that he had not forsaken the earth, though
they had forsaken heaven. .

Secondly. Corruption of nature: “Every imagination of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” All their
wicked practices are here traced to the fountain and sprinﬁ;
head; a corrupt heart was the sourge of all: The soul whic
- was made upright in all its fwcultieg is now wholly disorder-
ed: eart, that was made according to God’s own heart,
is no reverse of it, a forge of evil imaginations, a sink
of inordinate affections, and a store-house of all impiety,
Mark vii, 21, 22. Behold the heart of the natural man, as it
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is opened in our text: The mind is defiled; the thoughts of the
heart are evil; the will and affections are defiled: the imagi-
nation of the thoughts of the heart, (i. e. whatsoever the heart
frameth within itself by thinking, such as judgment, choice,
purposes, devices, desires, every inward meotion;) or rather,
the frame of thoughts of the heart (namely, the e, make,
or mould, of these, 1 Chron. xxix. 18.)is evil: Yea, and every
imagination, every frame, of his thoughts, is so: The heart
is ever framing something, but never ome right thing: the
frame of thoughts, in the heart of man, s exceeding various:
yet are they never cast into a right frame: But is there not,
at least, a mixture of good in them? No, they are only evil, there
is nothing in them truly good and acceptable to God: nor can
any thing be so, that comes out of that forge; where not the
Spirit of God, but “the prince of the power of the air work-
eth,” Eph. ii. 22 Whatever changes may be found in them, are
only from evil to evil; for the imagination of the heart, or frame
of thoughts in natural men, is evil continually, or every day:
From the first day, to the last day in this state, they are in
midnight darkness; there is not a glimmering of the light of
holiness in them; not one holy thought can ever be produced
by the unholy heart! O what a vile heart is this! O what a
corrupt nature is this! the tree that always brings forth fruit,
but never good fruit, whatever eoil it be set in, whatever pains
be taken on it, must naturally be an evil tree: and what can
that heart be, whereof every imagination, every set of thoughts
is only evil, and that continually? Surely that corruption is
ingrained in our hearts, interwoven with our very nature, has
sunk into the marrow of our souls and will never be cured,
but by a miracle of grace. Now such is man’s heart, such is
his nature, till regenerating grace changeit; God that search-
eth the heart, saw man’s heart was so, he took special notice
of it: and the faithful and true witness cannot mistake our
case, though we are most apt to mistake ourselves in this point
and generally do overlook it.

" Beware that there be not a thought in thy wicked heart
saying, What is that to us? Let that generation of whom the
text speaks, see to that; For the Lord bas left the case of that
generation on record, to be a looking-glass to all after-genera-
tions, wherein they maysee their own corruption of heart,
and what their lives w be too, if he restrained them not;
for, “As in water faceé answereth to face, so the hea man
to man,” Prov. xxvii. 19. Adam’s fall has framed men’s
hearts alike in this matter: Hence the Apostle, Rom. iii. 10.
proves the corruption of the nature, hearts, and liy'es of all
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men, from what the Psalmist says of the wicked in his day,
Psal. xiv. 1,2,3. Psal.v. 9. Psal. cxl. 3. Psal. x. 7. Psal. xxxvi.
1. and from what Jeremiah saith of the wicked in his day,
Jer. ix. 3. and from what Isaiah says of those that lived in
his time, Isa. lvii 7, 8. and concludes with that, ver. 19.
“Now we know, that what things soever the law saith, it
saith to them that are under the law; that every mouth ma
be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.”
Had the history of the deluge been transmitted unto us without
the reason thereof in the text, we might thence have gather-
ed the corruption and total depravation of man’s nature, for
what other quarrel could a holy and just God have with the
infants that were destroyed by the flood, seeing theg' had no
actual sin? If we saw a wise man, who having made a curi-
ous piece of work, and heartily approved of it when he gave
it out of his hand, as fit for the use it was designed for, rise
up in wrath and break it allin pieces, when he looked on it
aaerwards; would we not thence conclude the frame of it had
been quite marred, since it went out of his hand, and that it
did not scrve for that use it was at first designed for? How
much more when we see the holy and wise God destroying the
work of his own hands, once solemnly pronounced by him very
good, may we conclude that the original frame thereof is uf-
terly marred, that it cannot be mended, but it must needs be
new made, or lost altogether? Gen. vi. 6,7. ¢¢ And it repent-
ed the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it griev-
ed him at his heart: And the Lord said, I will destroy man;”
or blot him out as a man doth a sentence out of a book, that
cannot be corrected by cutting off some letters, syllables, or
words, and interlining others here and there, but must needs be
wholly new framed. ~ But did the deluge carry off this cor-
ruption of man’s nature? Did it mend the matter? No, it did
not: God, in his holy providence, ¢“that every mouth may
be stopped, and all the new world may become guilty before
God,”” as well as the old, permits that corruption of nature to
break out in Noah, the father of the new world, after the de-
luge was over. Behold him as another Adam, sinning in the
fruit of a tree, Gen. ix. 20, 21. ¢ He planted a vineyard, and
he drank of the wine, and was drunken, and he was uncovered
within his tent.” More than that, God gives the same reason
against the new deluge, which he gives in our text for bringing
that on the old world: ¢‘I will not (saith he) again curse the
Eround any more for man’s sake, for the imagination of man’s
eart is evil from his youth;” Gen. vii. 21. whereby it is inti-
mated, that there is no mending of the matter by this meanss
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and that if he would always take the same course with men
that he had done, he would be always sending deluges on the
earth, seeing the curruption of man’s nature remains still:
But though the flood could not carry off the corruption of na-
ture, yet it pointed at the way how it is to be done; to wit,
That men must be born of water and of the S@irit, raised from
spiritual death in sin, by the grace of Jesus Christ, who came
by water and blood; out of which a new world of saints arise
in regeneration, even as the new world of sinners out of the
waters, where they had long lain buried, as it were, in the
ark: This we learnfrom 1 Pet. iii. 20, 21. where the Apostle,
speaking of Noah’s ark, saith, “Wherein few, that is, eight
souls, were saved by water: The like figure whereunto, even
baptism doth also now save us.” Now the waters of the de-
luge being like a figure to baptism, it plainly follows, that
th«(ely signified (as baptism doth) ¢¢ the washing of regeneration,
and renewing of the Holy Ghost.” To conclude, then, these
waters, thou.%m now dried up, may serve us for a looking-
glass, in which we may see the total corruption of our nature,
and the necessity of jom: -From the toxt-thus ex-
plained, ariseth this weighty point of pocTriNe, which he
that runs may read in it, viz. *‘Man’s nature is now wholly
corrupted.”  Now is there a sad alteration, a wonderful over-
turn, in the nature of man: where, at first, th_ere was nothi
evil, now there is nothing good. In prosecuting of this poc-
TRINE, I shall

FirsT, Confirm it.

SecoxpLy, Represent this Corruption of Naturein its several

THirDLY, Show you how Man’s Nature comes to be thus
corrupted.
Lastry, Make application.

THAT MAN’S NATURE I8 CORRUPTED.

First, I am to confirm the Doctrine of the Corruption of
Man’s Nature; to hold the glass to tionur eyes, wherein you
may see your sinful nature; which, though God takes parti-
cular notice of it, many do quite overlook. And here we shall
consult, 1.God’s Worz. 2. Man’s Experience and Observation.

1. For Scripture-proof let us consider,

First, How the Scripture takes particular notice of fallen
Adam’s communicating hi unag]e to his posterity, Gen. v. 3.
¢¢ Adam begat a son in his own likeness, after his image, and
called his name Seth.”” Compare with this, ver. 1. of that
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chapter: “In the day that God credted man, in the likeness
of God made he him.” Behold here how the image after
which man was made, and the image after which he 18 beg)t-
ten, are opposed! Man was madein the likeness of God; that
is, a holy and righteous creature: but fallen Adam begat a son,
not in the likeness of God, but in his own likeness; that is,
corrupt sinful Adam begat a corrupt sinful son. For, as the
image of God bore righteousness and immortality in it, as was
cleared before, so this image of fallen Adam bore corruption
and death in it, 1 Cor. xv. 49, 50; compare ver. 22. Moses,
in that fifth chapter of Genesis, beinﬁ to give us the first bill
of mortality that ever was in the world, ushers it in with this,
tlmlt_f;i{ing Adam begat mortals: Having sinned, he became
mortal according to the threatening; and so he begat a son
in his own likeness, sinful, and therefore mortal: thus sin and
death passed on all. Doubtless he begat both Cain and Abel
in his ewn likeness, as well as Seth: But it is not recorded
of Abel, because he left no issue behind him, and his falling
the first sacrifice to death in the world, was a sufficient docu-
ment of it: nor of Cain to whom it might have been thought
peculiar, because of his monstrous wickedness; and, besides,
all his posterity was drowned in the flood: but it is recorded
of Seth, because he was the father, of the holy seed; and from
him all mankind, since the flood, has descended, and fallen
Adam’s own likeness with them.

SECONDLY, It appears from that Scripture-text, Job xiv. 4.
¢ Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? Not one,”
our first parents were unclean, how then can we be clean?
How could our immediate parents be clean? or, how shall our
children be so? The uncleanness here aimed at, is a sinful
uncleanness; for it is such as makes man’s days full of trouble;
and it is natural, being derived from unclean parents: “ Man
¢¢is born of a woman, ver. 1. And how can he be clean that
¢*is born of a woman > Job xxxv. 4. An omnipotent God,
whose power is not here challenged, could bring a clean thing
out of an unclean; and did so, in the case of the Man Christ;
but no other can. Every person thatisborn according to the
course of nature, is born unclean: if the root be corntxl{)t, 80
must the branches be: Neither is the matter mended, though
the parents be sanctified ones; for they are but holy in part,
and that by grace, not by natare; and they beget their chil-
dren as men, not as holy men: Wherefore, as the circumcised
parent begets an uncircumcised child, and after the purest

in is sown, we reap corn with the chaff; so the holiest pa-
rents beget unholy children, and cannot communicate their
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grace to them as thteg do their nature ; which many godly pa-
rents find true, by their sad experience. .
TuirpLY, Consider the confession of the Psalmist David,
Psal. li. 6. ¢“ Behold I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did
my mother conceive me.” Here he ascends from his actual
sin, to the fountain of it, namely, corrupt nature: He was a
man according to God’s own heart; but from' the beginning it
was not 80 with him: He was begotten in lawful marriage,
but when the lump was shapen in the womb, it was a sin%ul
lump. Hence the corruption of nature is called “ The Old
Man;” being as old as ourselves, older than grace, even in
those that are sanctified from the womb.
. Fourtnry, Hear our Lord’s determination of the point,
John iii. 5. % That which is born of the flesh is flesh;”’ Behold
the universal corruption of mankind, all are flesh: Not that
all are frail, though that is a sad truth too ; yea, and our na-
tural frailty is an evidence of our natural corruption: but that
is not the sense of this text: but here is the meaning of it, all
are corrupt and sinful, and that naturally: hence our Lord
argues here, that because they are flesh, therefore they must
be born again, or else they ¢ cannot enter into the kingdom of
God,” ver. 8, 5. And as the corruption of our nature evi-
denceth the absolute necessity of regeneration, so the absolute
necessity of regeneration plainly proves the corruption of our
nature; for why should a man need a second birth, 1f his nature
were not quite marred in the first birth? Infants must be born
again, for that is an except, (Jobn iii. 3.) which admits of no
exception. And therefore, they were circumcised under the
Old Testament, as having “ the body of the sins of the flesh,
(which is conveyed to them by natural generation) to put off,”
Col. ii. 11. And now, by the appointment of Jesus Christ,
they are to be baptized; which says they are unclean, and
that there is no salvation for them, but by the ¢ washing of
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost,” Tit. iii. 5.
1FTHLY, Man certainly is sunk very low now, in compa-
rison of what he once was; God made him but a < little lower
than the angels;”” but now we find him likened to the beasts
that perish: He harkened toa brute; and is now become like
one of them; like Nebuchadnezzar, his portion (in his natural
state) is with the beasts: ¢ minding only earthly things,”
Philip. iii. 19. Nay, brutes, in some sort, Kave the advantage
of the natural man, who is sunk a degree below them: he is
more witless, in what concerns him most, than the stork or the
turtle, or the crane, or the swallow, in what is for their inte-
rest, Jer. viii. 7. Heis more stupid than the ox or ass, Isa. i.2.
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1 find him sent to school, to learn of the ant, or emmet, which
having no guide, or leader to ‘go before her; no overseer or
officer to comPel or stir-her up to work ; a0 ruler, but may do
as she lists, being under the dominion of none; yet ¢“provideth
her meat in the summer and harvest,” Prov. vi. 6, 7, 8. while
the natural man has all these, and yet exposeth himself to
eternal starving: nay, more than all this, the Scripture holds
put the natural man, not only as wanting the good qualities
of those creatures, but as a compound of the evil qualities of
the worst of the creatures, in wRich do concentre the fierce-
ness of the lion, the craft of the fox, the unteachableness of
the wild ass, the filthiness of the dog and swine, the poison
of the asp, and such like. Truth itself calls them serpents,
a generation of vipers: yea more, even children of the devil,
Matth. xxi. 33. John viil. 44. Surely, then, man’s nature is
miserably corrupted.

LasTLY, “ We are by nature children of wrath,* Eph.ii. 3.
We are worthy of, and liable to the wrath of God; and this
by nature: and therefore doubtless, we are by nature sinful
creatures: we are condemned before we have done good or
evil : under the curse, ere we know what itis: “Butwilla
lion roar in the forest while he hath no prey ?”’ Amos iii. 4.
that is, Will a holy and just God roar 1n his wrath against
man, if he be not, by his sin, made a prey for wrath ? No, he
will not, he cannot. Let us conclude then, that according to
the word of God, man’s nature is a corrupt nature.

11 If we consult experience, and observe the case of the
world in these things that are obvious to any person that will
not shut his eyes against clear light: we will quickly perceive
such fruits, as discover this root of bitterness. 1 shall propose
a few things, that may serve to convince us in this point.

First, Who sees not a flood of miseries overflowing the
world ? and whither can a man go, where he shall not dip his
foot, if he go not over head and ears in it ? Every one, athome
and abroad, in city and country, in palaces and cottages, is
groaning under some one thing or ot{:er, ungrateful to him.

ome are oppressed with poverty, some chastened with sick-
ness and pain, some are lamenting their losses : none wants a
cross of one sort or another: no man’s condition is so soft,
but there is some thorn of uneasiness in it: and at length
death, the wages of sin, comes after these, its harbingers, and
sweeps all away. Now, what but sin has opened the sluice?
‘There is not a complaint nor sigh heard in the world, nora

>
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tear that falls from our eye, but it'is an evidence that'man is
fallen as a star from heaven: for “ God distributeth sorrow
in his anger,” Job xxi. 17. This is a plain proef of the cor-
ruption of nature: forasmuch as those that have not yet actu-
ally sinned, have their share of these sorrows; yea, and draw
their first breath in the world weeping, as if they knew this
world, at first sight, to be a Bochim, the place of weepers.
There are graves of the smallest as well as of the largest size,
in the church yard; and there are never wanting some in the
world, who, like Rachel, are ¢ weeping for their children be-
cause they are net,” Mat. ii. 18.

SeconpLy, Observe how early this corruption of nature
begins to appearin young ones. Solomon observes, that ¢‘even
a child is known by his doings,” Prov. xx. 11. It may soon
be discerned what way the bias of the heart lies. Do not the
children of fallen Adam, before they can go alone, follow
their father’s footsteps? What a vast deal of little pride,
ambition, curiosity, vanity, wilfulness, and averseness to
good, appears in them ; and when they creep out of infancy,
there is necessity of using “the rod of correction to drive
away the foolishness that is bound in their heart,” Prov.
xxii. 15.  Which shows, that if grace prevail not, the child
will be as Ishmael, “a wild ass man,” as the word is,
Gen. xvi. 13.

TuiroLy, Take a view of the manifold gross out-break-
ings of sin in the world, #The wickedness of man is yet
great in the earth!” Behold the bitter fruits of the corrup-
tion of our nature, Hos. iv. 2. ¢By swearing, and lying, and
killing, and stealing, and committing adultery, they break
out, (like the breaking forth of water,) and blood toucheth
blood.” The world is filled with filthiness, and all manner
of lewdness, wickedness, and profanity! Whence is this de-
luge of sin on the earth, but from the breaking up of the foun-
tains of the great deep, the heart of man: ¢‘out of which pro-
ceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts,
covetousness, wickedness,” &c. Mark vii. 21, 22. Ye will,
it may be, thank God with a whole heart, that ye are not like
these other men: and indeed ye have better reason for it than,
I fear, ye are aware of; for, ¢“as in water, face answereth to
face: so the heart of man to man,” Prov. xxvii.10. Aslooking
into clear water, ye see your own face: so looking into your
heart, ye may see other men’s there: and looking into other
men’s, in them ye may see your own: so that the most vile
and profane wretches that are in the world, should serve you
for a looking-glass, in which you ought to discern the corrup-
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tion of your own nature: and if you do so, ye would, with a
heart truly touched, thank God, and not yourselves, indeed,
that ye are not as other men in your lives: seeing the corrup-
tion of nature is the same in you, as in them.

FourtHLy, Cast your eye upon these terrible convulsions
the world is thrown into by the lust of men: Lions make not
a prey of lions, nor wolves of wolves: but men are turned
woqves to one another, ‘‘biting and devouring one another!”
Upon how slight occasions will men sheath their swords in
one another’s bowels! The world is-a wilderness, where the
clearest fire men can carry about with them, will not fright
away the wild beasts that inhabit it, (and that because they
are men, and not brutes,) but one way or other they will be
wounded! Since Cain shed the blood of Abel, the earth has
been turned into a slaughter-house: and the chase has been
continued since Nimrod began his hunting; on the earth, asin-
the sea, the greater still devouring the lesser! When we see
the world in such a ferment, every one stabbing another with
words or swords, we may conclude there is an evil spirit
among them: these violent heats among Adam’s soms, speak
the whole body to be distem&ered, the whole head to be sick,
and the whole heart faint: they surely proceed from an in-
ward cause; James vi. 1. “Lusts that war in our members. ”’

FirruLy, Consider the necessity of human laws, fenced
with terrors and severities: to which we may apply what the
Apostle says, 1 Tim. i. 9. “The law is not made for a ri%h-
teous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly,
and for sinners,” &c. Man was made for society: and God
himself said of the first man, when he had created him, that
it was “ not meet that he should be alone.” Yet the case is
such now, that, in society he must be hedged in with thorns.
And that from hence we may the better see the corruption of
‘man’s nature, consider. (1.) Every man naturally loves to be at
full liberty himself; to have his own will for his law: and ifhe
would follow his natural inclination, would vote himself out
of the reach of all laws, divine and human. And hence some
(the power of whose hands has been answerable to the natu-
ral inclination,) have indeed made themselves absolute, and
above laws: eable to man’s monstrous design at first, to
‘“be as Gods,” Gen. iii. 5. Yet, (2.) There is no man that
would willingly adventure to live in a lawless society: and
therefore, even pirates and robbers have laws among them-
selves, thou, e whole society cast off all respect to law
and right. Thus men discover themselves to be conscious of
the corruption of nature, not daring to trust one another, but
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upon security. (3.) -How dangerous soever it is to break
through the hedge, yet the violence of lust makes many ad-
venture daily to run the risk: they will not only sacrifice
their credit and conscience, which last is highly esteemed in
the world, out for the pleasure of a few moments, immediately
succeeded with terror, from within, they will lay themselves
open to a violent death by the laws of the land wherein they
live. (4.) The laws are often made to yield to men’s lusts:
sometimes whole societies run into such extravagancies, that,
like a company of prisoners, they break off their fetters, and
]:ut their guards to flight; and the voice of laws cannot be
eard for the noise of arms. And seldom is there a time
wherein there are not some persons so great and daring; that
the laws dare not look their impetuous lusts in the face: which
made David say, in the case olfJeJ oab, who had murdered Ab-
ner, ‘‘These men, the sons of Zeruiah, be too hard for me,”
2 Sam. iil. 39. Lusts sometimes grow too strong for laws, so
that the law is slacked, as the pulse of a dyingman, Hab. i. 3, 4.
(5.) Consider what necessity often appears of amending old
laws, and making new ones; which have their rise from new
crimes that man’s nature is very fruitful of. There would be
no need of mending the hedge, if men were not like unruly
beasts, still breaking it down. It is astonishing to see what
re the Israelites, who were separated unto Go% from among
all the nations of the earth, do make in their history! what
horrible confusions were among them, when there was no king
in Israel, as you may see in the xviii, xix, and xxi. chapters
of Judges; how hard it was to reform them, when they had
the best of magistrates; and how quickly they turned aside
again, when they got wicked rulers. I cannot but think, that
one grand design of that sacred history was to discover the
corruption of man’s nature, the absolute need of the Messiah
and his grace; and that we ought, in the reading of it, to im-
prove it to that end. How cutting is that word the Lord has
to Samuel, concerning Saul, 1 Sam. ix. 17. ¢ The same shall
reign over (or, as the word is, ¢ shall restrain’®) my people.”
Olgnr:a corruption of man’s nature! the awe and dread of the
God of heaven restrains them not, but they must have gods on
the earth to do it, % to put them to shame!” Judges xvii. 7.
SixtaLy, Consider the remains of that natural corruption
in the saints: though grace has entered, tiet corruption is not
quite expelled; thoug?n they have got the new nature, yet
much of the old corrupt nature remains; and these struggle
together within them, as the twins in Rebekah’s womb, Gal.
v. 17. They find it present with them at all times, and in all
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places, even in the most retired corners. If a man have an iil
neighbour, he may remove; if he have an ill servant, he may
put him away at the term; if a bad yoke-fellow, he may some-
times leave the house, and be free of molestation that way:
but should the saint go into a wilderness, or set up his tent in
some remote rock in the sea, where never foot of man, beast,
nor fowl, had touched, there will it be with him: should he
be, with Paul, caught up to the third heavens, it shall come
back with him, 2 Cor. xii. 7.. It follows him as the shadow
doth the body; it makes a blot in the fairestline he can draw:
It is like the liﬁ-tree in the wall, which, how nearly sover it
was cut, yet still grew till the wall was thrown down; for the
roots of 1t are fixed in the heart, while the saint is in the
world, as with bands of iron and brass: it is especially active
when he would do good, Rom. vii. 21. then the fowls come
down upon the carcases: hence, often in ho}iy duties, the spirit
even of a saint (as it were) evaporates, and he is left, ere he
is aware, like Michal, with an image in the Hed, instead of
a husband. I need not stand to prove the remains of the
corruption of nature in the godly, to themselves; for they
under it: and to prove it to them, were to hold out a candle
to let men see the sun: and as for the wicked, they are ready
to account mole-hills in the saint, as big as mountains; if not
to reckon them all hypocrites. But copsider these few things
on this head. (1) ¢*1f it be thus in the green tree, how must
it be in the dry?” The saints are not born saints; but made
so by the power of re%nerating ce: have they got a new
nature, and yet so much of the old remains with them? How
great must that corruption be in others, where it is altogether
unmixed with grace? (2.) The saints groan under the re-
mains of it, as a heavy burden! Hear the A‘Postle, Rom. vii. 24.
¢Q wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the
body of this death?” What though the carnal man lives at
ease and quiet,and the corruption of nature is not his burden:
i8 he therefore free of it? No, no; only he is dead, and feels
not the sinking weight; many a groan is heard from a sick-bed;
but never one from a grave. In the saint, as in the sick man,
there is a might& struggle, life and ‘death striving for the
mastery; but in the natural man, as in the dead corpse, there
is no noise, because death bears full sway. (3.) The ly
man resists the old corrupt nature: he strives to mortfy it,
et it remains: he endeavours to starveit, and by that means
weaken it, yet it is active: how must it spread then, and
strengthen itaeif in that soul, where it is not starved, but fed?
And this is the case of all unregenerate, who ¢‘make provi-
B2 -
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sion for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.” If the garden
of the diligent afford him new work daily, in cutting off and
rooting up, surely that of the sluggard must needs be all
grown over with thorns.

LasTtLy, I shall add but one observation more, and that is
That in every man naturally the image of fallen Adam does
appear: some children, by their features and lineaments of

eir face, do, as it were, father themselves : and thus we do
resemble our first parents: every one of us bears the image
and impress of their fall upon him: and to evince the truth of
this, I do appeal to the consciences of all, in these following

iculars:

First, Is not a sinful curiosity natural tous? And is not this
a print of Adam’s i ? Gen. iii. 6. Is not man naturally
much more desirous to know new things, than to practice old
known truths? How like to old Adam do we look in this, itch-
ing after novelties, and disrelishing old solid doctrines ? We
seek after kndwledge rather than holiness; and study most to
know those things, which are least edifying: our wild and rov-
ing fancies need a bridle to curb them, while good solid affec-
tions must be quickened and s]:lurred up- '

Secondly, IP the Lord, by his holy law and wise providence,
do put a restraint ypon us, to keep us back from any thing;
doth not that restraint. whet the eJ)ge of our natural inclina-
tions, and make us so much the keener in our desires? And in
this do we not betray it Elainly that we are Adam’s children?
Gen. iii. 2, 3, 6. I think this cannot be denied: for daily ob-
servation evinceth, that it is a natural principle, that ¢¢Stolen
waters are sweet; and bread eaten in secret, is pleasant,”
Prov. ix. 17. The very Heathens are convinced that man was
possessed with this spirit of contradiction, though they knew
not the spring of it. How often do men qive emselves the
loose in tg}ese things, in which, if God had left them at liberty
they would have is(;und up themselves! but corrupt nature
takes a pleasure in the very jumping over the hedge; and is
it not a repeating of our father’s foﬁ , that men will rather
climb for forbidden fruit, than gather what is shaken off the
tree of good providence to them, when they have God’s express
allowance for it?

Thirdly, Which of all the children of Adam is not naturally
disposed to ¢‘hear the instruction that causeth to err?”> And
was not this therock our first parents split upon? Gen.iii.4.6.
How apt is weak man, ever since that time, to parley with
temptations! “God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man per-
eeiveth it not,” Job xxxiii. 14, but readily doth he listen to



Head I. 1S CORRUPTED, PROVEN. 47

Satan. Men might often come fair off, if they would dismiss
tz:m‘ﬁ)tations with abhorrence, when first they appear; if they
would nip them in the bud, they would soon gle away; but
alas! when we see the train laid for us, and the fire put to it,
yet we stand till it run along, and we be blown up with its force.
Fourthly, Do not the eyes in our head often blind the eyes of
the mind? And was not this the very case of our first parents?
Gen. iii. 6. Man is never more blind than when he is look-
~ ing on the ob%ects that are most pleasant to sense. Since the
eyes of our first E:rents were opened to the forbidden fruit,
men’s eyes have been the gates of destruction to their souls:
at which impure imaginations and sinful desires have enter-
ed the heart, to the wounding of the soul, wasting of the con-
science: and bringing dismal effects sometimes on whole socie-
ties, as in Achan’s case,Joshua vii. 21. Holy Job was aware of
this dmﬁer from these two little rolling bodies, which a very
small splinter of woad will make useless; so as (with that
king who durst not, with his ten thousand, meet him that
came with twenty thousand against him, Luke xiv. 81, 82.}
he sendeth and desireth conditions of peace, Job xxxi. 1. ¢
have made a covenant with mine eyes,”” &c.

Fiftlily, Is it not natural for us, to care for the body, even
at the expense of the soul? This was one ingredient in the
sin of our first parents, Gen. iii. 6. O how happy mitiht we
be, if we were but at half the pains about our souls, that we
bestow upon our bodies! If thatquestion, ‘“What mustIdo to
be savedr” (Acts xvi. 30.) did run but near as oft through our
minds, as those other questions do, ¢¢ What shall we eat? what
shall we drink? wherewithal shall we be clothed?”” Math. vi.
21. many a (now) hopeless case would turn very hopeful. But
the truth is, most men live as if they were nothing but a lump
of flesh: or, as if their soul served for no other use, but like
salt, to keep the body from corrupting, ¢They are flesh,
John iii. 6. They mind the things of the flesh, Rom. viii. 5.
and they live after the flesh,” ver. 13. If the consent of the
flesh be got to an action, the consent of the eonscience is
rarely waited for: yea, the body is often served, when the
conscience has entered a dissent. .

Sixthly, Is not every one by nature discontent with his pre-
sent lot in the world: or with some one thing or other in it?
This also was Adam’s case, Gen. iii. 5, 6. Some one thing is
always missing: so that man is a creature given to changes.
And if any doubt of this, let them look over all their enjoy-
ments, and after a review of them, listen to their own hearts,
and they will hear a secret murmuring for want of something;



48 THAT MAN’S NATURE. State IL.

thou, rhaps, if they considered the matter aright, they
would sl:aee thnp:,it is bZtter for them to want, than to have .
that something. Since the hearts of our first parents flew
out at their eyes, on the forbidden fruit, and a night of dark-
ness was thereby brought on the world, their posterity have a
natural disease, which Solomn calls. ¢¢The wandering of the
desires,” (or, as the word is, The walking of the soul,) Eccl.
vi. 9. This is a sort of a diabolical trance, wherein the soul
traverseth the world: feeds itself with a thousand airy no-

ings: snatcheth at this and the other created excellency in
imagination and desire: goes here and there, and every where,
except where it should go: and the soul is never cured of
this disease, till overcoming grace bring it back, to take u
its everlasting rest in God through Christ; but till this be, if
man were set again in Paradise, the inl:len of the Lord, all
the pleasures there would not keep him from looking, yea,
andqeapin over the hedge a second time.

Seventhly, Are we not far more easily impressed and in-
fluenced by evil counsels and examples, than by these that
are good? You will see this was the ruin of Adam, Gen. iii. 6.
Evil example, to this day, is one of S8atan’s master devices to
ruin men: and though we have by nature, more of the fox than
of the lamb, yet that ill property some observe in this crea-
ture, viz. That if one lamb skip into a water, the rest that
are near will suddenly follow, may be observed also in the
disposition of the thildren of men, to whom it is very natural
to embrace an evil way, because they see others upon it be-
fore them: ill example has freqduen’dy the force of a violent
stream, to carry us over plain duty; but especially if the ex-
ample be given by those we bear a great affection to; our affec-
tion, in that case, blinds our judgment; and what we would
abhor in others, i3 complied with, to humour them: and no-
thinghis more plain, than that generally men choose rather to
do what the most do, than what the best do.

Eighthly, Who of all Adam’s sons need be taught the art
of sewing fig-leaves together, to cover their nakedness? Gen.
ili. 7. When we have ruined ourselves, and made ourselves -
naked, to our shame, we naturally seek to help ourselves by
ourselves; and many poor shifts are fallen upon, as silly and
insignificant as Adam’s figleaves. 'What pains are men at, to
cover their sin from their own consciences, and draw all the
fair colours upon it that they can? and when once convictions
are fastened upon them so that they cannot but see themselves
naked: it is as natural for them to attempt to spin a cover to
it out of their own bowels, as for fishes to swim in the water,
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or birds to fly in the air; therefore the first question of the
convinced is, ¢¢ What shall we do?” Acts ii. 27. How shall
we qualify ourselves? What shall we perform? Not minding
that the new creature is God’s own workmanship, %)r deed,
Eph. ii. 10.) more than Adam thought of being clothed with
skina of sacrifices, Gen. iii. 21.

Ninthly, Do not Adam’s children naturally follow his foot-
steps, in “‘hiding themselves from the presence of the Lord?”
Gen. iii. 8. We are every whit as blind in this matter as he
was, who thought to hide himself from the presence of God
among the shady trees of the garden: we are very apt to pro-
mise ourselves more security in a gecret sin, than in one that
it openly committed: “The eye of the adulterer waiteth for
the twilight, saying, No eye shall see me,”” Job xxiv. 15.
And men will freely do that in secret, which they would be
ashamed to do in the presence of a child; as if darlZness could
hide from an all seeing God! are we not naturally careless of
communion with God; ay, and averse to it? Never was there
any communion betwixt God and Adam’s children, were the
Lord himself had not the first word: if he would let them
alone, they would never inquire after him, Isa.lvii. 16. ¢I hide
“me.” Bid he seek after a hiding God? Very far from it :—
¢He went on in the way of his heart.”

Tenthly, How loath men are to confess sin; to take guilt
and shame to themselves? And was it not thus in the case be-
fore us! Gen. iii. 10. Adam confessethhis nakedness, which
he could not get denied; but not one word he says of his sins:
here was the reason of it, he would fain have hid it if he could:
it is a8 natural for us to hide sin, as to commit it! Many sad
instances thereof we have in this world; but a far clearer
proof of it we shall get, at the day of judgment, ¢‘the day in
which God will judge the secrets of men.” Rom. ii. 17. Many
a foul mouth will than be seen, which is now “wiped, and
saith, I have done no wickedness,?’ Prov. xxx. 20.

Lastly, Is it not natural for us to extenuate our sin, and
transfer the guilt upun others? And when God examined our
guilty first parents, did not Adam lay the blame on the wo-
man, and did not the woman lay the blame on the serpent?
Gen. iii. 12, 13. Now Adam’s children need not be taught
this hellish policy: for before they can well speak, (if they
cannot get the fact denied,) they will cunningly lisp out some-
thing o lessen their fault, and lay the blame upon another!
53{ 80 natural is this to men, that in the greatest of sins they

ill lay the fault upon God himself; they will blaspheme his
holy providence under the mistaken name of misfortune, or
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ill luck, and thereby lay the blame of their sin at Heaven’s
door! And was this not one of Adam’s tricks after his fall?
Gen. iii. 12, ¢ And the man said, The woman whom thou
vest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.”
bserve the order of the speech: he makes his apology in the
first place, and then comes his confession! His apology is
long, but his confession very short! it is all comprehended in
a word, ‘“And I did eat.”” How pointed and distinct is his
apo{:iy, as if he was afraid his meaning should have been
mistaken! ¢ The woman,” says he, or ¢ That woman'” as if
he would have pointed the Judge to his own work: of which
we read, Gen. 1. 22. There was but one woman then in the
world; so that one would think he needed not have been so
nice and exactin pointing at her; yet she is as carefully mark-
ed out inhis defence, as if there had been ten thousand ! ¢ The
woman whom thou gavest me!”> Here he speaks, as if he
had been ruined with God’s gifts! And to make the shift look
the blacker, it is added to all this, ¢‘Thou gavest to be with
me:”” a constant companion, to stand by me as a helper! This
looks as if Adam would have fathered an ill design upon
the Lord, in giving him this gift! And after all, there 182
new demonstrative here, before the sentence is complete: he
says not, ‘‘The woman gave,” But, ‘The women she gave
me!”” emphatically, as if he had said ¢¢ She, even She, gave me
of the tree.” This much for his apology: But his confession is
uickly over, in one word, (as he spoke it,) ‘¢ And I did eat.”
d there is nothing here to point to himself, and as little to
show what he had eaten. How natural is this black art to
Adam’s posterity? He that runs may read it. So universall
-does Solomon’s o{servation hold true, Prov. xvii. 3. ¢¢The fool-
ishness of man perverteth his ways, and his heart fretteth
against the Lord.” Let us then call fallen Adam, Father; let
us not deny the relation, seeing we bear his image.
And now to shut up this point ﬁned by con-

curring evidence from the Lor vn experience
and observation; let us be pers s the doctrine
of the corruption of our natu to the second

Adam, the blessed Jesus, for the application of his precious
blood, to remove the guilt of this sin; and for the eflicacy of
his Holy Spirit, to make us new creatures, knowing that ex-

((:;ﬁ‘, ‘ Ve be born again, we cannot enter into the lungdom of
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OF THE CORRUPTION OF THE UNDERSTANDING.

SeconDLY, I proceed to inquire into the corruption of na-
ture, in the several parts thereof: but who can comprehend
it? Who can take the exact dimension of it, in its breadth,
length, he;l?hth, and depth? ¢ The heart is deceitful above all
things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?** Jer. xvii. 9.
However, we may quickly perceive as much of it, as may be
matter of deepest humiliation, and may discover to us the ab-
solute necessity of regenaration. Man in his natural state is
altogether corrupt: both soul and body are polluted, as the
Apostle proves at large, Rom. iii. 10—18. As for the soul,
this natural corruption has spread itself through all the fa-
culties thereof: and is to be found in the understanding, the
will, the affections, the conscience, and the memory.

I. The Understanding, that leading faculty, is J;spoiled of
its primitive glory, and covered over with confusion: we have
fallen into the hands of our grand adversary, as Samson into
the hands of the Philistines, and are deprived of our two eyes:
¢¢There is none that understandeth,” Rom. iii. 11. Mind and
conscience are defiled, Tit. i. 15. The natural man’s appre-
hension of divine things is corrupt, Psal. 1. 21. ¢Thou
thoughtest that I was altogether such anone as thyself.” His
judgment is corru‘pt, and cannot be otherwise, seeing his eye
1s evil; and therefore the Scriptures, that show that men d{d
all wrong, say, “Every one did that which is right in his
own eyes,” Judges xvii. 7. and xxi. 25. And his imaginations,
or reasonings must be cast down, by the power of the word;
beiniof a prece with his julslgment, 2 Cor. x. 5. But to point
out this corruption of the Mind or Understanding more parti-
cularly, let these following things be considered:

First, There is a natural weakness in the minds of men,
with respect to spiritual things: the Apostle determines con-
cerning every one that is not endued with the graces of the
Spirit, “ That he is blind and connot see afar off,” 2 Pet. i. 9.
Hence the Spirit of God in the Scripture, clothes, as it were,
divine truths with earthly figures, even as parents teach their
children, using similitudes, (Hos. xii. 10.) which, though it
doth not cure, yet doth evidence this natural weakness in the
minds of men: but we want not ;;:ain proofs of it from expe-
rience: As, (1.) How hard a task is it to teach many people
the common principles of our holy religion; and to make
truths so plain, as they may understand them? Here there
must be ¢ Precept upon precept, precept upon precept: Line
upon line, line upon line,” Isa. xxviii. 9. Try the same per-



52 THE CORRUTION OF State 11.

sons in other things, they shall be found ¢¢wiser in their ge-
neration than the children of lith.” They understand their
work and business in the world, as well as their neighbours ;
though they be very stupid and unteachable in the matters of
God! Tell them how they may advance their worldl{ wealth,
or how they may gratify their lusts, and they will quickly
understand these things; though it is very hard to make them
know how their souls may be saved; or how their hearts may
find rest in Jesus Christ. (2.) Consider those who have many
advantages, beyond the common gang of mankind; who have
had the benefit of good education and instruction: yea, and
are blest with the light of grace in that measure, wherein it
is distributed to the saints on earth: yet how small a portion
have they of the knowledge of divine things! What ignorance
and confusion do still remain in their minds! How often are
they mired, even in the matter of practical truths, and speak
as a child in these things: it is a pitiful weakness that we
cannot perceive the things which God has revealed tous: and
it must needs be a sinful weakness, since the law of God re-
quires us to know and believe them. (38.) What dangerous
mistakes are to be found amongst men, in their concerns of
reatest weight! what woful delusions prevail over them!
0 we not often see those, who otherwise, are the wisest of
men, the most notorious fools, with respect to their soul’s in-
terest? Matth. xi. 25. ¢ Thou hast hid these things from the
wise and prudent.” Many that are eagle-eyed in the trifles
of time, are like owls and bats in the light ofy life! Nay, tru-
ly the life of every natural man is but one continued dream
and delusion, out of which he never awakes, till either by a
new light darted from heaven into his soul, he comes to him-
self, Luke xv. 17, or, “in hell he lift up his eyes,” chap. xvi.
24. And therefore in Scripture account, be he never so wise,
he is a fool and a simple one.
Secondly, Man’s Understanding is naturally overwhelmed
with gross darkness in spiritual things. Man, at the insti-
ation of the devil, attempting to break out a new light in
Eis mind, (Gen. iii. 5.) instead of that, broke up the doors of
the bottomless pit; so, asby the smoke thereof, he was buried
in darkness. When God at first had made man, his mind
was a lamp of light; but now when he comes to make him
over again in regeneration, he finds it darkness, Eph. v. 8
¢ Ye were sometimes darkness.” Sin has closed the windows
of the soul, darkness is over all that region: it is the land of
darkness and shadow of death, where the light is as darkness:
the Prince of darkness reigns there, and nothing but the
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works of darkness are framed there. We are born spiritu-
ally blind, and cannot be restored without a miracle of grace.
This is thy case, whosoever thou art that art not born again:
And that you may be convinced in this matter, take these fol-
lowing evidences of it. i
Evipexce 1. The darkness that was upon the face of the
world before, and at the time when Christ came, arising as the
Sun of righteousness upon the earth. When Adam, by Eis sin,
had lost that primitive light wherewith he was endued in his
creation, it pleased God to make a gracious revelation of his
mind and will to him, touching the way of Salvation, Gen.iii. 15.
This was handed down by him, and other godly fathers, before
the flood: yet the natural darkness of the mind of man pre-
vailed so far against that revelation, as to carry off'all sense of
trué religion from the world, except what remained in Noah’s
family, which was preserved in the ark. After the flood, as
men multiplied on the earth, that natural darkness of mind pre-
vails again, and the light decays, till it died out among the
generality of mankind, and is t!;:reserved only among the poste-
rity of Shem; and even with them it was well near its setting
when God called Abraham from serving other gods, Josh.
xxiv. 15. God gives Abraham a more clear and full revelation,
and he communicates the same to his family, Gen.xvii. 19; yet
the natural darkness wears it out at length, save what was
sreserved among the posterity of Jacob: they being carried
own into Egypt, that darkness prevailed so, as to leave them
very little sense of true religion, and a newrevelation behooved
to be made them in the wilderness: and many a cloud of dark-
ness got above that, now and then, during the time from Moses
to Christ. When Christ came, the world was divided into
Jews and Gentiles: the Jews, and the true light with them,
were within an enclosure, Psal. cxlvii. 19. 20. Betwixt them
and the Gentile world, there was a partition wall of God’s
making, namely, the ceremonial law; and upon that there was
reared up another of man’s own making, namely, a rooted
enmity betwixt the parties, Eph. ii. 14, 15. If we look abroad
without the enclosure (and except those proselytes of the
Gentiles, who, by means of some rays of light breaking forth
unto them from within the enclosure,having renounced idolatry,
worshipped the true God, but did not conform to the Mosaical
rites, we see nothing but ¢“dark places of the earth, full of the
habitations of cruelty,” Psal. 1xxiv.20. Grossdarkness covered
the face of the Gentile world; and the way of salvation was
utterly unknown among them; they were drowned in supes-
stition and idolatry; and had xlr“mlhplied their idols to such a
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vast number, that above thirty thousand are reckoned to have
been worshipped by those of Europe alone. Whatever wisdom
was among their Philosophers, ¢ the world by that wisdom
knew not God,” 1 Cor. i. 21. and all their researches in reli-
gion were but groping in the dark, Acts xvii. 27. If we look
within the enclosure, and,except a few that were groaning and
waiting for the consolation of Israel, we will see gross darkness
on the face of that generation: though to them were commit-
ted the Oracles of God; yet they were most corrupt in their
doctrine: their traditions were multiplied; but the l?nowledge
of these things, wherein the life of religion lies, was lost:
Masters of Israel knew not the nature and necessity of re-
generation, John iii. 10. Their religion was to build on their
birth-privilege, as children of Abraham, Matth. iii. 9. to glo-
ry in their circumcision, and other external ordinances, Phifip.
itl. 2, 3. And torestin the law, (Rom. ii. 17.) after they had,
by their false glosses, cut it so short, as they might go well
near to the fulfilling of it, Matth. v.

Thus was darkness over the face of the world when Christ,
the true light, came into it: and so is darkness over every soul,
till he, as'the day star, arises in the heart. The former is an
evidence of the latter. What, but the natural darkness of men’s
minds, could still thus wear out the light of external revelation
in a matter upon which eternal halﬁ)‘iness did depend? Men did
not forget the way of preservil}g eir lives, but how quickl
did they lose the knowledge of the way of salvation of their
souls; which are of infinite more weight and worth! When
Patriarchs and Prophets’ teaching was ineffectual, men behoov-
ed to be taught of God himself, who alone can open the eyes of
the Understanding; but, that it might appear, that the cor-
ruption of man’s mind lay deeper than to ‘be cured by mere
external revelation, there were but very few converted by
Christ’s preaching, “who spoke as never man spoke,” John
xii. 87, 38. The great cure on the generation remained to be
performed by the Spirit accomglanymg the preaching of the
Apostles; who, according to the promise, (John xiv. 12.)
were to do great works. 'And if we look to the miracles
wrought by our blessed Lord, we will find; that by applying
the remedy to the soul, for the cure of bodily distempers, (asin
the case of the man sick of the palsy, Matth. ix. 2.) he plainly
discovered, that it was his main errand into the world to cure
the diseases of the soul, I find a miracle wrought upon one that
was born blind, performed in such a way, as seems to have been
designed to let the world see in it, as in a glass, their case and
cure, John ix. 6. “He made clay, and anointed the eyes of the
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blind man with the clay.” What could more fitly represent
the blindness of men’s minds, than eyes closed up with earth?
Isa. vi. 1. “Shut their eyes;” shut them up by anointing, or
“casting them with mortar,”” as the word would bear: And
chap. xliv. 18. “He hath shut their eyes;” the word properly
signifies, ‘“He hath plastered their eyes:” as the house in
which the leprosy had been, was to be plastered, Lev. xiv. 42,
Thus the Lord’s word discovers the design of that strange
work; and by it shows us, that the eyes of our Understandi
are naturally shut. Then the blind man must go and wash l(:g‘
this clay in the pool of Siloam; no other water will serve this
purpose. If that pool had not represented him, whom the Fa--
ther sent into the world ¢‘to open the blind eyes,” (Isa. xiii.
7,) I think the Evangelist had not given us the interpretation
of the name, which he says, signifies Senxt, John ix. 7.
And so we may conclude, that the natural darkness of our
minds is such, as there is no cure for, but from the blood and
Spirit of Jesus Christ, whose eye-salve only can make us see,
Rev. iii. 18.
Evip. 2. Every natural man’s heart and life is a mass of

darkness, disorder, and confusion, how refined soeverhe ap,
in the sight of men: ¢ For we ourselves also, (saith the apostle
Paul,) were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving
divers lusts and pleasures,”” Tit. iii. 3, and yet at that time,
which this text looks to, he was “blameless, touching the
ighteousness which is in the law,”” Phil. iii. 6. This is a plain
evidence that ¢“the eye is evil, the whole body being full of
darkness,” Mat. vi. 23. Theunrenewed part of mankind is
rambling through the world, like so many blind men, who will
neither take a guide, nor can guide themselves: and therefore
are falling over this and the other precipice, into destruction:
Some are running after their covetousness, till they be pierced
through with many sorrows; some sticking in the mire of sen-
suality; othersdashingthemselves on the rocks of pride and self-
conceit; evexg‘ one stumbling on some one stone of stumbling or
other; all of them are running themselves upon the sword-point
of justice, while they eagerly follow whither their unmortified
passions and affections lead them; and while some are lyin,
alone in the way, others are coming up, and falling headlong
over them: And therefore, ¢ Wo unto the (blind) world, be-
cause of offences,” Matth. xviii. 7. Errors in judgment
swarm in the world, because it is night, ‘‘wherein all the
beasts of the forest do creep forth.”” All the unregenerate are
utterly mistaken in the point of true happiness; for though
Christianity hath fixed that matter in point of principle, yet
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nothing less than overcoming grace can fix it in the practical
judgment. All men agree me desire to be ha]l:py; but
amongst unrenewed men, touching the way to happiness, there
are nﬁ:nost as many opinions as there are men; they being
¢ turned every one to his own way,”” Isa.liii. 6. They are like
the blind Sodomites about Let’s house, all were seeking to find
the door, some groped one part of the wall for it,some another
but none of them could certainly say he had found it: and so the
natural man may stumble on any good but the chief good.
Look into thine own unregenerate heart, and there thou wilt
see all turned- ugside-down; heaven lying under, and earth
a-top; look into thy life, there thou mayest see how thou art
playing the madman, snatching at shadows, and neglecting
the substance, eagerly flying after that which is not, and slight-
ing that which is and will be for ever.
vip. 3. The natural man is always as a workman left

without light; either trifling, or doing mischief. Try to catch
thy heart at any time thou wilt, and thou shalt find it either
¢ weaving the spider’s web, or hatching cockatrice eggs,” (Isa.’
lix. 5) roving through the world, or digﬁing into the pit; filled
with vanity, or else with vileness; busy doing nothing, or what
is worse nothing: A sad sign of a dark mind.

Evip. 4. The natural man is void of the saving knowl
of  spiritual things; he knows not what a God he has to deal
with; he is unacquainted with Christ; and knows not what
: :Ii':ll is. The greatest gracellless wits a{e ?lé}x:d a8 moles in these

ings: Ay, but some such can s of them to se:
An?so n{ight the Israelties ofpirne temptaﬁongs,oogigls:po and
miracles, their eyes had seen, (Deut. xxix. 3.) to whom, never-
theless, the Lord had not “given an heart to perceive, and eyes
to see, and ears to hear, unto tha* day,” ver. 4. Many a man,
that bears the name of a Christian, may make Pharaoh’s con-
fession of faith, Exod. v. 2. “1I know not the Lord, neither
will they let go,” what he commands them to part with: God
is with them as a Prince in disguise among his subjects, who
meets with no better treatment from them, than if they were
his fellows, Psal. 1. 21. Do they know Christ, or see his glory,
and any beauty in him for which he is to be desired? If they did,
. they would not slight him as they do: a view of his glory
would so darken all created excellency, that they would take
him for and instead of all, and gladly close with him, as he
offereth himself in the Gospeﬁ John iv. 10. Psalm ix. 10.
Matth. xiii. 44, 45. 59. Do they know what sin is, who hug the
serpent in their bosom, hold l{st deceit, and refuse to let it
go? I own indeed they may have a natural knowledge of those
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things, as the unbelieving Jews had of Christ, whom they saw
and conversed with; but there was spiritual glory in him,
perceived by believers only, John i. 14: and in respect of that
lory, the unbelieving ¢ world knew him not,” verse 10. But
e spiritual knowledge of him they cannot have: it is above
the reach of the carnal mind, 1 Cor. ii. 44. ¢The natural
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, for they are
spiritually discerned.” -He may indeed discourse of them; but
no other way than one can talk of honey or vinegar, who never
tasted the sweetness of the one, nor the sourness of the other:
He has some notions of spiritual truths, but sees not the things
themselves, that are wrapt up in the words of truth, 1 Tim.
is 7. ¢ Understanding neither what they say, nor whereof they
affirm.” In a word, natural men fear, seek, confess, they
known not what: thus may you see map’s Understanding na-
turally is overwhelmed with gross darkness in spiritual thingg.
TuirpLry, There is in the mind of man a natural bias to evil,
whereby it comes to pass, that whateyer difficulties it finds,
while occupied about things truly good, it acts with a great
deal of ease in evil; as being in that case, in its own element,
Jer. iv. 22. 'The carnal mind drives heavily in the thoughts
of good; but furiously in the thoughts of evil: while holiness
is before it, fetters are upon it; but when once it has got over
the hedge, it is as the bird got out-of the cage, and becomes a
free-thinker indeed. Letus reflect a little on the apprehension
and imagination of the carnal mind, and we shall find incon-
testible evidence of this woful bias to evil. :
EvipeExce 1. As when a man, by a violent stroke on the
head, loseth his sight, there ariseth to him akind of false light,
whereby he perceiveth a thousand ai nothin{gs: 80 man, being
struck lim'})e to all that is truly goo?: and, for his eternal in-
terest, has a light of another sort brought into his wind, his
eyes are opened, knowing evil, and so are the words of the
tempter verified, Gen. iii. 5. The words of the Prophet are
plain, “They are wise to do evil, but to do good they have
no knowledge,” Jer. iv. 22. The mind of man has a natural

* dexterity to devise mischief; none are so simple, as to want

skill to contrive ways to gratify their lusts, and ruin their
souls; though the power oig every one’s hand cannot reach to

ut their devices In execution. None needs to be taught this
gla,ck art; but as weeds grow up of their own accord, in the
neglected ground, so doth this wisdom (which is  earthly,
sensual, devilish,” James iii. 15.) grow up in the minds of
men, by virtue of the corruption of their nature. Why should

¢ P e .
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we be surprised with the product of corrupt wits; their cunni
devices to affront Heaven, to oppose and run down truth an
holiness, and to gratify their own and other men’s lusts? They
row with the stream; no wonder they make great progress;
their stock is within them, and increaseth by using of it; and
the works of darkness are contrived with the greater -advan-

that the mind is wholly destitute of spiritual light, which,
if it were in them, in any measure, would so far mar the work
1 John iii. 9. ¢ Whosoever is born of God, doth not commit
sin:” he does it not as by art, for ¢“his seed remaineth in him.
But, on the other hand, *“It is a sport for a fool to do mischief:
but a man of understanding hath wisdom,” Prov. x. 23. ¢To
do witty wickedness nicely,” as the words import, is a sport
or a play toa fool; it comes off with him easily: and why, but
because he is a fool, and hath not wisdom; which would mar
the contrivances of darkness? The more natural a thing is, it
is done the more easily.

Evip. 2. Let the corrupt mind have but the advantage of
one’s being employed iin, or present at some })iece of service
to God; that so the device, if not in itself sin
come sinful, by its unseasonableness: it shall quickly fall on
some device or expedient, by its starting aside; which deli-
beration in season, could not produce. Thus Saul, who wist
not what to do, before the priest be, to -consult God, is
quickly determined when once the Priest’s hand was in:
his own heart then gave him an answer, and would not allow
him to wait an answer from the Lord, 1 Sam. xiv. 18, 19. Such
a devilish dexterity hath the carnal mind, in devising what
may most effectually divert men from their duty to God.

vID. 3. l{oth not the carnal mind tp:hmm" strive to

asp spiritual things in imagination; as if the soul were quite
grnmgrs];d in flesh and bloot‘i;gl and would turn every ﬂlingqinto
its own shape? Let men who are used to the forming of the
most abstracted notions, look into their own souls, and they
shall find this bias in their minds: whereof the idolatry,
which did of old, and still doth, so much prevail in the world,
is an incontestible  evidence: for it plamly discovers, that

men naturally would have a visible deity, and see what they

worship; and therefore they ¢ changed the glory of the incor-
ruptible God into an image,” &c. Rom.i. 23. The reforma-
tion of these nations (blessed be the Lord for it) hath banished
idolatry, and images too, out of our Churches: but heart-refor-
mation only can break down mental idolatry, and banish the
more subtile and refined image-worship, and representation
of the Deity, out of the minds of men. The world in the time

ul, yet may be-
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of its darkness, was never more prone to the former, than the
unsanctified mind is, to the latter; and hence are horrible,
monstrous, and mishappen thoughts of God, Christ, the glory
above, and all spiritunf ings. .

Evip. 4. What a difficult task it is to detdin the carnal
mind before the Lord! how averse is it to the entertaining of
thoughts, and dwelling in the meditation of spiritual
! If one be driven at any time, to think of the great con-
cerns of his soul, it is no harder work to hold in an unruly
hungry beast, than to hedge in the carnal mind, that it get
not away to the vanities of the world again. When God is
speaking to men by his word, or they are speaking to him in

rayer, doth not the mind often leave them before the Lord,
ike so many idols that have eyes but see not, and ears, But hear
not? The carcase is laid down before God, but the world gets
a.wx:fv the heart; though the eyes be closed, the man sees a thou-
sand vanities; the mind, in the mean time, is like a bird got
loose out of the cage, skipping from bush to bush; so that, in
effect, the man never comes to himself, till he be gone from
the presence of the Lord. Say not, it is impossible to get the
mind fixed: itis hard indeed, but not impossible: Grace from
the Lord cando it, Psal. cviii. 1. Agreeable objections will do
it; a pleasant speculation will arrest the minds of the inqui-
sitive; the wordly man’s mind i# in little hazard of wandering,
when he is (:oni:nvilrﬁ1 of business, casting ng his accounts, or
tell'mﬁhismoney: if he-answer you not at first, he tells you
he did nothear you, he was busy: his mind was fixed. ere
we admitted into the presence of a king to petition for our
lives, we would be in no hazard of gazing through the cham-
ber of presence; but here lies the case, the carnal mind, em-
ployed about any spiritual good, is out of its element, and
therefore cannot fix.

Evip. 5. But however hard it is to keep the mind on good
thoughts, it sticks as glue to what is evil and corrupt like
itself! 2 Pet. ii. 14. ¢‘ Having eyes full of adultery, and that
cannot cease from sin,” their eyes cannot cease from sin,
(so thie words are constructed,) that is, their hearts and minds
venting by the eyes, what is within, are like a furious beast,
_ which cannot be held in when once it has got out its head:

let the corrupt imagination once be let loose on its &roper
object, it will be found hard work to call it back again, tho
both Reason and Will be for its retreat: for then it 1s in 1ts
own element, and to draw it off from impurities, is as the
drawing of a fish out of the water, or the rending of a limb
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from a man: it runs like fire set to a train of powder, that -
resteth not till it can get no farther.

Evip. 6. Consider how the carnal imagination supplies
the want of real objects to the corrupt heart; that it may
make sinners happy, at least, in the imaginary enjoyment of -
their lusts. Thus the corrupt heart feeds itself wid1 imagina-
tion-sins; the unclean person is filled with speculative impu-
rities, having eyes full of adultery; the covetous man fills his
heart with the world, though he cannot get his hands full of
it; the malicious person, with delight, acts his revenge within
his own breast; the envious man, within his own narrow seul,
beholds, with satisfaction, his neighbour laid low enough; and
every lust finds the corrupt imagination a friend to it in time
of nee®; and this it doth, not only when people are awake,
but sometimes even when they are asleep; whereby it comes
to pass, that these sins are acted in dreams, which their hearts'
were carried out after, while they were awake. I know some
do question the sinfulness of these things; but can it be thought
they are consistent with that holy nature_and frame of spirit,
which was in innocent Adam and in Jesus Christ, and should
be in every man? It is the corruption of nature then that,
makes filthy dreamers condemned, Jude 8. Solomon had ex-
perience of the exercise of grace in sleep: in a dream he pray-
ed, in a dream he made the Best choice; both were accepted
of God, 1 Kings iii. 5—~15. And if a man may, in his sleep,
do what is good and acceptable to God, why may he not also
when asleep, do that which is evil and displeasing to God?
The same Solomon would have men aware of this: and pre-
scribes the best remedy against it, namely; The law upon the
heart, Prov. vi. 20, 21. “When thou sleepest, ﬁays he, ver. 22.)
it shall keep thee,” to wit, From sinning in thy sleep; that is,
from sinful dreams: for one’s being kept from sin, (not his
being kept from affliction) is the immediate proper effect of the
law of God impressed upon the heart, Psal. cxix. 11. And thus
the whole verse is to be understood, as appears from verse 23.
¢¢For the commandment is a Lamp, and the Law is Light, and
Reproofs of Instruction are the Way of Life.”” Now the Law
is a Lamp of Li§ht, as it guides in the way of duty; and in-
structing reproofs from the Law, are the way of life, as they
keet{)l from sin: neither do th(;y fuide into the way of peace, but
as they lead into the way of duty; nor do they keep a man
out of trouble, but as they keep him from sin; and remarkable
is the particular, in which Solomon instanceth, namel;', the
sin of uncleanness, ¢‘to keep thee from the evil woman,” and
ver. 24, whichis to be joineJ’ with ver. 22, enclosing the 23d in
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a parenthesis, as some versions havefit: these things may suf-
fice to convince us of the natural bias of the mirid to evil.
Fourrary, There is, in the carnal mind, an opposition to
spiritual truths, and an aversion to the receiving of them. It
is as little a friend to divine truths, as it is to holiness: the
truths of natural religion, which do, as it were, force their
entry into the minds of natural men, they hold prisoners in
unrighbeousness, Rom. i. 18. And as for the truths of revealed
religion, there is an evil heart of unbelief in them, which op-
poseth their entry; and there is an armed force—-necessaraotg
captivate the mind to the belief of them, 2 Cor. x. 4, 5.
has made a revelation of his mind and will to sinners, touch-
ing the way of salvation: he has given us the doctrine of his
holy word, but do natural men believe it indeed? No, they do
not; for ¢¢ He that believeth not on the Son of God, believeth
not God,” as is plain from 1 John v. 10. They believe not the
romises of the word; they look on them, in effect, only as
air words: for those that receive them, are thereby made
¢ partakers of the divine nature,” 2 Pet. i. 4. The promises
are as silver cords let down from heaven to draw sinners unto
God, and to waft them over into the promised land: but they
cast them from them: they believe not the threatnings of the
word: as men travellingin deserts carry fire about with them,
to fright away wild beasts; so God has made his Law a fiery
Law, Deut. xxxiii. 2, hedging it about with threats of wrath;
but men naturally are moren%mtish than beasts themselves;
and will needs touch the fiery smoking.mountain, though they
should ¢“be thrust through with a dart.”’ I doubt not but most,
if not all of you, who are yet in the black state of nature, will
here plead, Not guilty: but remember the carnal Jews in
Christ’s time, were as confident as you are, that they believed
Moses, John ix. 28, 20. But he confutes their confidence,
roundly telling them, John v. 46, ¢‘Had ye believed Moses, ye
would {nve believed me.”” Did ye believe the truths of God, ye
durst not reject, as ye do, him who is truth itself: the very
difficulty you find in assenting to this truth, bewrays that un-
belief I'am charging you with; has it not proceeded so far
with some at this day, that it has steeled their foreheads with
the impudence and impiety, openly to reject all revealed re-
ligion? Surely it is out of the abundance of the heart their
mouth speaketh.” But though ye set not your mouths n§mn_st
the Heavens, as they do, the same bitter root of unbelief is in
~ all men by nature, and reigns in you, and will reign, till over-
' coming grace.captivate you minds to the belief of the truth.
" To convince you in this point, consider these three things:
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Evipexnce 1. How few are there who have been blessed with

an inward illimination, by the special operation of the Spirit
of Christ, letting them into a view of divine truths in their

iritual and heavenly lustre? How have you learned the truths
of religion, which ye pretend to believe? Ye have them merely
by the benefit of external revelation, and of your education;
so that you are Christians, just because you were not born
and bred in a Pagan, but in a Christian country: ye are
strangers to the inward work of the Holy Spirit, bearing wit-
ness by, and with the word in yourhearts; and so you cannot
have tZe assurance of faith, with respect to that outward di-
vine revelation made in the word, 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11, 12. And
therefore ye are still unbelievers: “It is written in the Pro- -
phets, And they shall be all taught of God—Every man,
therefore, that hath' heard, and hath learned of the Father,
cometh unto me,” says our Lord, John vi. 45. Now ye have
not come to Christ, therefore ye have not been taught of God:
ye have not been so taught, and therefore ye have not come;
ye-believe not: behold the revelation from which the faith
even of the fundamental principles in religion doth spring,
Matth. xvi. 17, 18: “Thou art Christ, the Son of the livin,
God:—Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona! for flesh and bl
hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in
heaven.” If ever the Spirit of the Lord take a dealing with
thee, to work in thee that faith, which is of the operation of
God, it may be as much time will be spent in razing the old
foundation, as will make thee find a necessity of the working
of his migilty power, and to enable thee to believe the very
foundation principles, which now thou thinkest thou makest
no doubt of, Eph. i. 19.

Evip. 2. How many professors have made shipwreck of
their faith (such as it was) in time of temptation and trial!
See how they fall, like stars from heaven, when Antichrist

revails, 2 Thess. ii. 11, 12, % God shall send them strong de-

usions that they should believe a lie, that they all might be
damned, who believe not the truth.”> Fhey falFinto damnin
delusions, because they never really believed the truth, thou
they themselves and others too thought they did believe it.
That house is built upon the sand, and that faith is but ill-
founded, that cannot bear out, but is quite overthrown, when
the storm comes. , ,

. Evip. 8. Consider the utter inconsistency of most men’s
lives, with the principles of religion which they profess ; ye
m as soon bring east and west together, as d)yelr principles

practice ; men believe that fire will burn them, and there-
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fore they will not throw themselves into it; but the truth is,
most men live as if they thought the Gospel a mere fable, and
the wrath of God revealed in his word against their unrighte-
ousness and ungodliness, a mere scarecrow : if ye believe the
doctrines of the word, how is it that ye are so unconcerned
about the state of your souls before the Lord ? How is it that
you are so little concerned with that weighty point, whether
ye be born again or not ? Many live as they were born, and
are like to die as they live, and yet live in peace! Do such
believe the sinfulness-and misery of a natural state ? Do the
believe they are children of wrath? Do they believe there is
no salvation without regeneration? And no regeneration but
what makes man a new creature ? If you believe the promises
of the word, why do you not embrace them, and labour to en-
ter into the promised rest? What sluggard would not dig for
a hid treasure, if he really believed he might so obtain it? Men
will work and sweat for maintenance because they believe
that by so doin%lthey ‘will get it; yet they will be at no toler-
able pains for the eternal weight of glory: why, but because
they do not believe the word of promise! Heb.iv. 1, 2. If ye
believe the threatings, how it is that you live in your sins, live
out of Christ, and yet hope for mercy: do such believe God to
be the holy and just One, who will ¢‘by no means clear the
ilty ?> No, no, none believe, none, (or next to none) believe
“Whata just God the Lord is, and how severely he punisheth.”
Fierury, There is in the mind of man a natural proneness
to lies and falsehood, which make for the safety of lusts: “They
0 astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies,”” Psal. lvii. 8.
%Ve have this with the rest of the corruption of our nature,
from our first Parents: God revealed the truth to them ; but
through the solicitation of the tempter, they first-doubted of it,
they disbelieved it, and embraced a lie instead of it: and for an
incontestable evidence thereof, we may see that first article of
the devil’s creed, ¢ Ye shall not surely die,’” Gen. iii. 4, which
was obtruded by him on ourfirst Parents, and l()ly them received,
naturally embraced by their posterity, and held fast, till a light
from heaven oblige them to quit it: it spreads’ itself through
the lives of natural men; who, till their consciences be awaken-
ed, walk after their own lusts; still retaining the principle,
«¢ That they shall not surely die.” And thisis often improved
to that perfection, that the man can say, over the belly of the
denounced curse, ¢ I shall have lI;eace, though I walk in the
imagination of mine heart, to add drunkenness to thirst,”
Deut. xxix. 19. Whatever advantage the truths ot God have
over error by means of education, or otherwise, error has al-



64 THE CORKUPTION OF State II.

ways, with the nataral man, this advantage against truth,
nanylz,ly, That there is someth