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PRETFACE

I'E Publication of this Second Volame of the Family
ixpofitor bath been delayed"ﬁ long, beyond my own Ex-
sectation, and that of my Friends, that it may perhaps
eem neceffary to sntroduce it with an Apolgy for that
Delay. But it would be tedious to enumerate a Variety
f Circumflances, which bave concurred to occafion it.
It ig generally known, that the unufual Severity of the
late Winter laid a Kind of Embargo on the Prefs; and they that are at
all acquainted with the Bufinefs of Printing, will eafily apprebend, that,
under the moft faithful and careful Direction, a Work of confiderable
Bulk 15 lLiable to many other Interruptions, even where the Manufcript 7s
entirely finifhed before the Impreffion is begun. But after all, the chief
Reafon, awhy this bath been publifbed no fooner, is (what I bope my Sub-
fcribers will eafily excufe,) the large Addition I bave made to what was
at firft prepared and promifed: Inflead of an Hundred Shects, they are
bere prefented with an Hundred and Fifty-eight; fo that all beyond ~the
196.® Page of this Second Volume is more than what 1 was by the Pro-
pofals obliged to deliver.

On the Mention of this, I think myfelf obliged to renew my Thanks to thofe,
who, by bonouring me with their Names and Encouragement on this Oc-
cafun, bave put it into my Power to publifb the Work with fuch Improve-
ments; and fball think myfelf bappy, if thofe Improvements, bowever labo-
rious and expenfive to the Author, may render st more acceptable and ufe-.
ful fo them, ' ‘ '

The Tables prefixed to the Firft Volume are concluded sn this, and repre-
Jent the Difpofition of the Harmony in fo clear a View, that by compar~
ing them together it awould not be difficult to find any particular Text.
But a Deference to the Requeft of fome of the Subfcribers, engaged me at"oi
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P R EF A C E

add another Table at the End of this Volume, (of the fame Kind with that
in Mr. Bonnel’s Harmony,) wbich <will at once direc¥, both to the Se&tion,
and the Page, where any Verfe may prefently be found.

1 cannot pretend fo much as to conjeéture, when the Remainder of my Un-
dertaking will be compleated. I fhall bowever proceed in it, as fafft as my
Health and other Affairs will permit. I the mean Time, I think it ne-
ceffary to obferve, that I bave, by the Advice of fome confiderate and jud;-
cious Friends, deferred the Index, and fome other Things which I intended
to bave thrown into an Appendix bere, till 1 have finifbed what 1 am pre-
paring on the A&s; that fo they may fland, as they very properly will, at the End
of the Hiftorical Books of the New Teftament.

How far the Subfcribers 7o thefe Two Volumes may think it proper
to encourage the refl, muft be referred to themfelves. In the mean Time,
as that muft be exceeding precarious, which depends on the Continuance
of one Man's Life and Health, I would defire Permiffion bere to take
Leave of my Friends, at leaft for the prefent, with fuch a ferious Addrefs,
as may be the mofi fubfiantial Expreffim of my fincere Gratitude and
Refpelt.

jli’jbauld bave thought, my bonoured Friends, that I bad made you a very
unworthy Return for this publick Token of your Regard to me, if I had
offered you merely an Amufement, tbo’ ever fo critical and polite. Ir
bad been much better, on both Sides, that the Work fbould never bave been
undertaken or perufed, than that thefe Divine Authors fbould be treat-
ed like a Set of Profane Clafficks; or that the Sacred and Moment-
ous Tranfactions they relate, fbould be bandled and read, like an invent-
ed Tale, or a common Hiftory. I bave often reminded myfelf of it, and

rmit me now, Sirs, folemnly to remind you, that thefe are the Memoirs
of the Holy fESUS, the Saviour of finful Men, whom to know is
Life ecternal, and whom to neglec? is everlafting Defiruttion. We bave
bere the Authentick Records, of that Gofpel, which was intended as
the great Medicine jfor our Souls; of that Chara&er, which is our Pat-
tern ; of that Death, wbhich is our Ranfom ; of Him, in fhort, whofe Name
we bear as we are profeffed Chriftians, and before whofe Tribunal we
are all fbortly to appear, that our Eternal Exiftence may be determined,
blifsful, or miferable, according to our Regard to what He bas taught, and
done, and endured. Let not the Greateft therefore think it beneath thesr
Notice; nor the Meaneft imagine, that amidft all the moft neceffary Cares
and Labours, they can find any Excufe for negledting, or even for pofi-

poning it.

Had I not been fully convinced of the Certainty and Importance of
Chriftianity, I fbould not bave determined to devote my whole Life to its
Service; (for on the Principles of Natural Religion, I Znow the Soul #o
be immortal, and fhould exped® nothing but its Ruin in the Ways of the

moft fanétified Fraud:) But as I am thus convinced, I muff make l'”:"t Zy '
) mble
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bamble Requeft to every one that enters on the Perufal of thefe Volumes,
that they tmfv, Jor Zy little wbile at leal, be ?b/il Employment of bis
retired Hours, and that as be proceeds from one Sction to amother, be
would paufe and reflect, « Whofe Words do I bear ? Whofe A&ions do
«« I furvey? Whofe Sufferings do I contemplate?” And as all mufp know,
they are the Words, the A&ions, and the Sufferings of FESUS the
Son of GOD, our fupreme Lord, and our final Judge, let it be far-
ther, and very ferioufly enquired, in what Degree’ the obvious and con-
Jeffed Defign of the glorious Gofpel bas been practically regarded and com-
phed with: < Can Iin my Heart think, that 1 am a Difciple, whom fuch
“ a Mafter will approve, and wbom be will cbufe for bis Attendant
“ in that World of Glory to «wbich be is now gome?” Let the Plainnefs
of this Advice be forgiven; for fuch is the Temper and Conduét of moft -
who call themfelves Chriftians, rhat, if this Religion be true, their cold
and unaffecting> Knowledge of the Hiftory of Chrift, and of the Purpofes
of bis Appearance, will only ferve to furnifb out Matter for eternal Self-
Accufation and ‘Remorfe: And be is at beff but a learned and polite
Infidel, wbo would not rather be the Infirument of comducting the loweft
Creature, capable of reading or bearing thefe Lines, to the Saving Know-
ledge of a Crucified Redeemer, than fill the moft refined Nation with bis
own Applaufe, while the Grace of the Saviour s forgotten, or bis Ser-
vice negleced. ' .

I bave yet one farther Requeft to add, to thofe of my Readers, who are
Heads of Families ; wbich is, that they would pleafe to remember the
Title of the Work, and confider it as chiefly intended, in its moft effential
Parts, for a Family Expofitor. I beartily rejoice in the Reafon which
I bave to bope, that, low as our Religious Charaller is fallen in thefe
degenerate Days, Aéts of Domeftick V‘ﬂr{hip are yet performed by Mults-
tudes of Chriftians of various Denomsnations : Yet I cannot ‘but fear, that
the Scriptures are not fo conflantly read at fuch Seafons, as they former.
were ; an Omiffion, which muff be to the great Detriment, botb of Chil-
dren and Servants. One would think, tbat thofe who believe the Divine
Authority of Scripture, 4nd its Infinite Importance, fbould be eafily pre-
vailed upon to reflore -this ufeful Exercife, at leaf} for one Part of the
Day; and I would bope, that what I bere offer them, may render it more
agreeable and ufeful. It would give me inexpreffble Delight, to find that
this is the Cafe in thofe Families, with which I am moff intimtez
acquainted ; and would be an Encouragement to bope, this Work may
proportionably ufeful in Places and Times, to which neitber my Obfervation,
nor Intelligence can extend,

I fhall conclude this Preface, with my kearty Prayers, that, weak and
imperfect as thefe Labours are, the Divine Blefling may every where, and
always attend them ; and that it may reft on all who bave patronized them,
and on uli who fball perufe them ! May every Prejudice againfi the Truth

of
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of Chriftianity, or againft its Power, be vanquifbed! May the moff Infen-
Sfible Minds. be awakened 'to attend to Religion, and may the Weak and
Languifbing be animated to prefs on to greater Attainments in it! May
thofe that are preparing for the Service of the SanQuary, (as every Part of
this Performance is thesr Concern,) be by every Part of it more abundantly
Surnifbed for the various Duties of their important Qffice ! And may thofe,
who are as yet but Babes in Knowledge, tbro’ the Disvine Bleffing, grow
by that fincere Milk of the Word, wbhich is bere prefented, as I truft, in
sts genuine Simplicity! In a Word, may many Perfons, Families, and
larger Socicties recerve devout Pleafure, and folid lafiing Improvement ;
that the great GOD, of whom and thro’ whom are all Things, may
in all be glorified, thro’ Jefus Chrift our Lord, wbo in all the Sacred Ve-
lumes, and efpecially bere, is the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning
and the End, the Firft and the Laft, fo whom be everlafiing Honour, Love,
and Obedience! Amen,

Northampton,
Auguft 9. 1740.

\
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A TABLE 0f the CuaPTERS in this Polume,
direfting to tbe Setions where they are placed. '

MAaTTH. Mark. Luke. Joun,
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ad fin. (b, 10 56. 96, 127.
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1D 143 ’ XIV. 173, 174.
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167, 145, 186, 187,| xX. 154, 155, 181, 183,
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170, 152, ) 190, 191, 159, 160, 186, 187,
XXVI. 181, 182, 192. XXL 161, 162, )
183, 184, 163, 167. 188, 189,
185, 184. 104, 195, 167, 168 XIX. 190, 191,
XVL. 196, 198, 172, 170, 192,
186, 193, 202, 203. 169’ 171’
186, 187, XXIIL 1 x: xx. :93: :95:
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A TABL E of the SectioNns in their Order,

Joewing the Difpofitian of the Harmony.

Sect.
XC.
XCL
XCIL.
XCIH.

XCIV.
XCV.
XCVL
XCVIL
XCVIIL
XCIX.
C.
CL
CIL
CHL
C1v.
Cv.
CVI
CViL
CVIIL
CIX.
CX.
CXL.
CXIL
CXIN. -
CXIV.
CXV.
CXVI.
CXVIL
CXVIII,
CXIX.
CXX.
CXXL
CXXIL
CXXIIL
CXXIV.
CXXV.
CXXVI,

CXXVIL
'CXXVIII,

MaTTH.

xvii, I,—13.
Xvii, T4,—21,
xvil, 22, ad fin.

xviii, 1,—9.

xviii. 21, ad fin.

'%ix.

xviii. 10,~—20.}

MarK.

ix. 2,—13.

ix. 14,—29.

ix. 30,—33.—

—33—3r
42, ad fin,

Luke.
ix. 28,—36.
ix. 37,—43—
1X.—43,—45.
ix. 46,—48.

Joun.

ix, 38,—41.

ix. 49,—50.
X, 1,—16.

vii, 1,—13.

X. 17,~—24.

X. 25,—37-
x. 38, ad fin.
Xi. X,—13.
xi. 37, ad fin.
xii, I,—1I12,
xii. 13,—21I.
xii. 22,—34.
xii, 35,—48.
xii. 49, ad fin.
xiii. 1,—g.
xiii, 10,~—22,
xiii. 23, ad fn.
xiv, r,—14.
Xiv. 1§5,—24.
xiv. 25, ad fin,
XV, I,—I0,

Xv. 11, ad fin, |

xvi, 1,—18.
xvi. 19, ad fin,
xvii. I,—I11.
ix. 51,—56.
XVii. 12,-—-19.
xvii. 20, ad fin.

-t xviii. 1,214,

vil. 14;—24.
vii, 25,—36,

viii, 1,—~11,
viii. 12,—29.
viii. 30,—47.
viii. 48, ad fin.
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A Table of t/je Sc&ioﬁs in their Order, &Fc,

Sedt.

CXXX.
LCXXXI.

CXXXII.

CXXXIII.
CXXXIV.
CXXXV.
XXXVI.
CXXXVIL
XXX VIIL
CXXXIX.
CXL.
CXLL
CXLIL
XLIIL

XLIV.
XLV.
XLVI
CXLVIIL
CXLVIIL.
CXLIX.
_JCL.

CLL

CLIL
CLIIL
CLIV.
CLV.
CLVL
CLVIL
CLVIIIL.
CLIX.
CLX.
CLXI.
CLXII.
'CLXIII.
CLXIV.
CLXV.
* CLXVL

CLXVIL

CLXVIIL
CLXIX.

CLXX.

[

)

A

Jonun,

ix, 1,—23,
ix. 24,—38.
ix. 39, ad fin,
X. 1,—10.

X. I1,—2I,
X. 22, ad fin.

MaTTH. Mark. Luke,.
XiX, I,=—1I2, Xe Iy=—12,
xix. 13,—~—15. | X. 13,—16. xviii. 15,—17.
xix. 16, ad fin.] x. 17,4—31. xviii, 18,—30.

xx. 1,—16,

xx. 17,—28.. |

X. 32,~46,—

XX. 29, ad fin. | X, —46, ad fin.
xxvi. 6,—13. | xiv. 3,—9.
XXi, 1,=—g. xi. 1,—10,
XXi. 10,16, Xi, 11,—,

xxi. 17. Xi, —~11.

xxi. 18, 19.

| xxi. 20,—32.

xxi. 33, ad fin.
XXii. I,—14.

xxii. 15,~—22,
xxii. 23,—33.

| xxii. 34, ad fin.

ﬂiﬁ. 1 !'-22-
xxiii. 23, ad fin.

XXiv. I,~—14.

. xxiv. 15,—28.

xxiv. 29,—36.

| xxiv. 37,ad fin.

xxv. I,—13.
XXV. 14,—30.
XXv. 31, ad fin,
xxXvi, I,—5.
14y—16.
XXxvi, 17,—20.

xi. 12,—14.
xi. 15,—19.

xviii. 31,—=34.
%xyiii. 35, ad fin,
Xix. 1,—I0.
xix. 11,28,

XiX. 29,—40.
xix. 41, ad fin.

Xi. I,—16.
xi, 17,—46.
xi. 47, ad fin,

l

Xii, I,=—11.
xii. 12,—19,

xii. 20,—36,
xii. 37,—43.

Xii. 44, ad fin, |

xiii, 1,—13,

xiii, 24,—32.

xiil. 14,—23.

xiii. 33, ad fn.

xi. 20, ad fin.

{xii. 1— ¢ xx Ih—9.—
Xii. —I,—12, | XX, —g,—1I9g
xii. 13,—17. XX, 20,~—26,
xii. 18,—27, XX. 27,—40.
xii, 28,—37. XX. 41,—44.

[ xiil 38,—40. | xx. 45, ad fin.

Xil. 41, adfin. | xxi. 1,—4.

XXi. §,—19,

xxi, 20,—24.
xxi, 25,—33.
xxi. 34,—36.

Xiv. 12;—17,

Xiv. 1,2, 10,11,

XXVi. 21,—25.

xiv. 18,—21,

xxi. 37, ad fin.
xxii. I,—6,

xxii. 7,—18.
xxil, 24,—27,
%xxii. 21,—23,
28,—30.

:

xiii. 1,
Xiii, 2-, 3,--17,
Xiii, —2,

18,—30.
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A Table of the Se&ions in their Order, &c.

X
| Se. MaTTH. Mark. LukeE. Joun,
CLXXI. : : xxu 31,—34. | xiii. 31, ad fin.
| CLXXIL xxvi. 26,—30.| xiv. 22,—26. |xxii. 19, 20.
|CLXXIIL xxii, 35,—38. | xiv. 1,—14.
Ciﬁ;{({"/ xiv. 15, ad fin.
1< . XV, I,—1I1.
CLXXVL xv. 12, ad fin.
CLXXVIL xvi. 1,—1I§.
CLXXVIIL xvi. 16, ad fin.
JCcLXXIX. 8 Xvii, Iy=—1I2.
CLXXX. xvii. 13, ad fin,
|CLXXXI. xxvi, 31,—35. va- 27,—3I. |xxii. 39. xviii. I. |
CLXXXIL xxvi. 36,—46.] xiv. 32,—42. 1 xxii. 40,=—46.
CLXXXIII. xxvi. 47,—56.| Xiv. 43,—52. ]xxii. 47,—53. | Xvii 2""2'8
xxvi. §7, §8. Xiv. §3, 54. { .. xviii, 13,—18.
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CLXXXV. xxvi. 59,—68.] xiv. 55,—65. |xxii, 63, ad fin. {xvm- ;g,—zz-
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CLXXXVIIL {xxvn. 212-_3'. XV, 15,—20, |xxiii. 24, 25. XiX, Ty=—16,—
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FAMILY EXPOSITOR.
| VOL IL
The latser Part of the Hiflory of CHRIST,

as recorded by the EVANGELISTS.

SECT. XC

CurisT goes up to a Mountain, where ke is transfigured,
and difcourfes with bis Difciples concerning the Expefta-
zion the Jews bad of Elijah. Mat. XVIL 1,~-13. Mark
IX. 2,—13. Luke IX, 28,-—36. | -

Mazk IX. 2.— Mark IX. 2, :
N D[Lux. it came ND it came to paf after fix Days, [or] Se&. go.
A to pafi] after fix if you include the ﬁ{ﬁ and laft, about eigb;" wg\)

about anI)eaig;,t %a;’sx:;ft:: Days after thefe Difcourfes, which were Mark IX. 2.
thefe Sayings,] Jefus taketh related in the Two laft Setions, Fefus ook with
with him Peter, and James, };;y thofe Three Difciples whom he honoured with

;'jc{h“;“he[,ﬁ‘i,f{,',ﬁ";;]h‘igﬁ fomething of a peculiar Intimacy, (compare Mark

Mountain apart by them- v. 37. and Mat., xxvi. 37.) namely, Peter, and
fi’;ﬂ [%(\‘;Ii‘ tOLPfaY-] Fames, and bis Brother Tfobn, and brought them
{X.A;s.'.] P I MUKE up privately, to an bigh Mountain apart from the
People (a), whither he retired # pray; intend-
. | ing,
(a) An kigh Mountain apart from the People.] Ferom (Epiff. 17, 18.) tells us, that
there was in his Days an antient Tradition, that this was Mount Tabor, which lay in the
Tribeof Zebulon. Its ftanding apart, (as Mr. Maundrell obferves that it does, Travels, pag.
112.) is to be fure no Argument to prove it; for that Expreflion only fignifies, that ig
was a private Retirement, which it might have been, had it made Part'of a Ridge of Moun-
tains. However, as this happened at the Diftance of fix Days, there feems to be but little
Probability in Mr. Fleming’s ConjeQure, that fince Chrif? was juft before near Czfarea
Philippi, this muft be the Mountain in that Neighbourhood, on which one of Feroboam’s
Calves had been worfhipped 3 over which he thinks it a Kind of Triumph, that the Sbetinab
was thus glorioufly manifefted, where it had been fo long affronted by Idolatry. See Fle- -

ming’s Chriftology, Vol. i. pag. 40.
CVor L , A (3) To



2 CHuRIST is transfigured on a Mountain,

*  Se&.go. ing, as he often did, to fpend the Night in that
) holy Exercife (4). o

i‘; ke IX. And as ke was praying, it came to pafs, that

' be-wwas fuddenly in a moft glorious Mariner #ran/-

- figured in their. Prefence ; and the Form of bis Coun-

tenance was cbanged (c), [fo that] bis Face fbone

with a Brightnefs /ke that of the Sun; and his

whole Body was clothed with fuch a Lauftre; as

thone thro’ bis Raiment, infomuch that'thc"Aj-

pearance of it wwas all white and dazmiing (d),

Sfoirting fo exceedingly, that it feemed as whize as

‘Smow, [yea] as refplendent as the Light itfelf, to

Jo great a Degree a3 n0 Fuller on Earth conld whiten

iz, Such a Glory did Gop confer on his Son,

Luke IX. 29. And as
he prayed, [MAR. he was
transfigured before them,
and ] the Fafhion of his
Countenance was altered,
[/ that hig Face did fhine-
as the Sun ;] and hisRaiment
was white and gliftering,
[M a r. fhining exceeding
white as Snow,] [or as the
Light,] [MAR. fo as no
Fuller on- Earth’ can white
them.] [MaT. XVIL 2.
MARK IX‘—-Z, 3-]

as an Earneft of that in which he was finally to

appear ; and he permitted - thefe ‘his Servants to

fee it, that they might not be offended at thofe

Scenes of deep Abafement, in which they were

fhortly to behold him, (Compare Mat. xxvi. 37.

8. 182)). . - - :

Mark IX. 4. _And bebold, there appeared to them, at the fame
Time that they faw their Lord ‘in this {plendid

Form, Two Men, that were talking with fefus in

a Language and Accent which the Three Apoftles

heard and underftood, who were khown to be

~ Mofes the great Giver, and Elijabh the zealous

Luke IX. Reftorer of the Law. ' Thefe were the Perfons
3t whom they faw with Chrift, in whofe Honour
their refpective Miniftrations terminated, who ap-

pearing to their View in Forms of Glry, fome-

what refembling that which he now wore him-

felf, fpake of bis Exit, or Departure oat of the

prefent Life and State, wbich be was fhortly after,

even at the: enfuing Paflover, - 20 accomplifh a¢_ Fe-

rufa-

"MaARrRK IX. 4. And [be-
hold,]. there appeared unto-
them [L v k. Two Men].
talking with Jefus, [Luk.
which were Mofes and Eli-
as:] (MaT. XVIL 3.
Luke IX. 30.}

Luke 1X. 31. Who ap--
.peared in Glory, and fpake:
of his Deceafg which he-
fhould accomplifh. at Jeru-
falem, '

(5) To fpend the Night in that holy Exercife.] This appears from Lu#z ix. 37. where we
read of their coming down from the Hill on the next Day. See fiag. 8.

(¢) The Form of his Countenance was,_ changed.] This was fo ftriking a Cireumftance, that
Eunapius (Vit. Fambi. pag. 22.) relates a Story of Femblichus, which feems evidently to be
borrowed from this ; as many Fhings which Philofiratus tells us of Apollonius Tyaneus, feem
alfo to have been borrowed from other Hiftories recorded of Chrif# by the Evangelijis.

(@) White and dazzling.] The Words asvros efaspanlor may literally be rendered, white
ws Lightning ; but as this Claufe ftands here conneéted with ‘parallel %’aﬂ'agu in the other
£vangelifis, 1 chofe to render it dazziing, that fome proper Gradation might be obferved,

which would otherwife have been deftroyed.

IS

-« (o) Spake



- swhers Mofes and Elijah appear, and [peak of his Death. 3

rufalem (e) ; fuggefting and enlarging on fuch Se&;'go.'
houghts, as were proper to animate him to fo v
painful, and glorious a Confli. '

32 But Peter and they Byt Peter, and they that were with bim, i. e, Luke IX,

that were with him, were
beavy with Sleep: and when
they were awake, they faw
hisGlory, and the Two Men
‘that ftood with him.

33—And it came to pafs,
as they departed from him,
Peter [ anfwered and] faid
umo Jefus, Mafter, it is good
for us to be here; and [if
thou wilt] let us make [here]
three Taberpacles, one for
thee, and one for Mofes, and
one for Elias: [MaT.XVII,
4. Marx IX. 5.]

the Two other Difciples, did not fee the Begin- 32.

ning of this glorious Vifion, nor hear the whole
of this -wonderful and edifying Difcourfe; for,
wearied with the Labours of the preceding Day,
they were quite overburthened and funk down with
Sleep; byt being awakened with the Splendor of
thofe Rays, which pierced thro’ the Darknefs of
the Night that had before favoured their Slumbers,
they {/a‘w, to their inexpreflible Aftonithment, bis
unufual Glory, and the Two Men who were fand-
ing with bim, and heard the Conclufion of their
Conference, from whence they colleted who
they were (f).  And it came to pafs, that juft
as they were departing from bim, Peter anfwered

and fasd unto Fefus, Mafler, it is good for us to -

be here in fuch a Circumftance as this: Let this
glorious Appearance and Converfe be prolonged ;
for we could delight to fpend all the Remainder
of our Days thus; and therefore, if thou pleafeft,
let us make three Tents bere (g), for thee one, and

33

Sfor Mofes one, and one for Elijab, that thou with

’ them

(¢) Spake of bis Exit, which be was fhortly to accomplifp at Ferufalem.] Dr. Hammond
and L¢ Clerc Zem grmtl; miftaken, in referring this to Gbr;x'(f’s 1étory over the impenitent
o’ the Word ¢£odvs does fome-

Fews in the Defiruétion oé' Ferufalem by the Romans ; for
times fignify a Military Expedition, (fee f}m Obferv. Vol. i. pag. 2149.) yet it is plainly
ufed for Death, or @ Departure out g‘ the World, 2 Pet. i. 15, and #ifd. iii. 2. which fuits
much better here with the Conftru&tion, ¢ Iepsrarnu.

(f) Heard the Conclufion of their Conference, &c.] It might not, perhaps, have beea
proper, they fhould have heard the whole of it: Gop might intend to reveal fome of thofe .
Things to them by the Spirit, and the Knowledge of others might be referved to the Difco-
veries of the Heavenly State, - : : .

(g) Let us make three Tents here.) Mr. Fleming thinks, it is as if he had faid, ¢ Lord,
¢ let this Mountain be to Ifrae] now, what Sinai was to our Fathers: Hold, as it were, thy
¢ Court here ; and let the People refort hither, to learn thy Will, and pay their Homage
¢¢ tothee, attended by thefe thy glorified Servants.”” (See Fleming’s Chriffology, Vol. i. p. 46.)

But this feems too great a Refinement, and too deep a Scheme. I rather chufe to interpret
them, asWords of rapturous Surprize, intended merely to exprefs the Pleafure they had, in
what they faw and heard. The‘ygropofal was, as §t. i!ar’k obferves, very improper ; but
perhaps few, in fuch an aftonithing Circumftance, could have been perfedtly Mafters of
themfelves.——The Tents, they propofed to build, muft be only f;i_ght Huts, or Bowers ;
and there is no Reafon at all to- fuppofe, meant any fumptuous Tabernacles, like that of
Mofes in the Wildernefs : And that no fuch Idea might accidentally be raifed, I chofe to
ufe the Word Tomts, v -

@ Aa- (4) I
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4

, A Voice from Heabén declares bim to be the Som of G oD.

Se&.go. them mayeft lodge here in a more convenient

) Manner.  This was indeed a wild Kind of

LA
Mark IX. 6. Propofal, ill fuiting the State of thefe glorified

Luke IX.
34

- 35 every Side of them.

6.

2 prefent Deity.

Spirits, or the Subje@ of their late Difcourfe : But
it is the lefs to be wondered at, confidering the
great Surprize in which Peter was; for be knew

" not what be faid, [or] fbould fay; for fuch was

the Effe¢t it had on him, and the Two other
Difciples then prefent with him, that they were
vaftly terrified at the Majefty of this unparallelled
Sight, which broke out upon them at once in fo
unexpected a Manner. , '

And as be was [peaking thus, bebold, there camie
a bright Cloud, which in a moft furprizing Man-
ner fpread itfelf over the Top of the Mountain,
and overfbadowed them all. And they feared, and
were feized with a Kind of religious Horror, when
they entered into the Cloud, and faw it diffufed on
And bebold, an ever-me-
morable Circumftance then happened; for there
came a moft awful Voice out of the Cloud, as the
facred Symbol of Gop’s immediate Prefence, which
Jaid, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleafed (b) 5 bear ye bim therefore with the hum-
bleft Submiffion and Obedience, as the Object of
my deareft Complacency,and your fureft Guide
to Duty and Happinefs, far fuperior to the greateft
of your Prophets.

Mat. XVIL. . And when the Difciples beard [this Voice,] they

fell proftrate om their Faces to the Ground with
the humbleft Reverence, and were exceedingly
terrified by this tremendous Manifeftation of the
And;eﬁu, knowing their Con-

fufion, came and touched them, and faid, Rife up,
and be not afraid ; infufing into them, at the
fame Moment, a fecret Strength and Fortitude
of Mind. (Compare Dan. x. 10, 19.)
~ And

Mark IX. 6. For he
wift not [Luk. what he faid,
or) what to fay, for they
were fore afraid. [Luks
IX.—33.1

Luke IX. 34. While he
thus fpake, [behold,] there
came a [bright] Cloud, and
overfhadowed them: and
they feared, as they entred
into the Cloud. [Ma& .
XVIL s.—Mark IX,

7 35] And [behold,] there
came a Voice cut of the
Cloud, [which faid,] Thisis
my beloved Son, [in whom
Iam well pleafed,] hear [ye}
him, [MaT. XVII, —g3.
Mark 1X.=—7.]

MarT. XVII. 6. And
when the Difciples heard i,
they fell on their Face, and
were fore afraid.

7 And Jefus came and
touched them, and faid, A~
rife, and be not afraid,

(%) In whom F am well pleafed.] Tho® neither Mark nor Luke have given us thefe Words,

we may be fure that they were really fpoken, as we have the concurrent Teftimony both of

- Matthew, and Peter, who has thus quoted them, 2 Pet. i. 17. Some have thought their
being omitted by Mark, an Intimation, that Peter did not review that Gofpel with any
great Accuracy, fuppofing it was (as Clemens Alexandrinus reports,) put into his Hands.
~———Perhaps the Command that is added to bear bim, may refer to that folemn Chasge to

bear the great Prophet, Daut, xviii. 15.

1
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Ple charges bis Difciples to conceal it till be was rifen.

Mark IX. 8. And fud-
[Lux. when the

Voice was paft, Jefus was
found alone: and] when they
had [lift up their Eyes, and]
looked round about, they
faw no Man any more, fave
Jefus only with themfelves.
%A?. IL8. Luke

36.—]

9 And as they came down
from the Mountain, [ Jefus]
them, that they
fhould tell no Man what
Things they had feen, till
the Son of Man were rifen
from the Dead. [MaAT.
XVIL 9.]

10 And they kept that
Saying with themfelves, que-
ftioning one with another
what the rifing from the
Dead fhould mean : [And
they kept it clofe, and told
20 Man in thofe Days any of
thofe Things which they had
feen.] [Luke 1X.—36.]

Mar. XVIL 10. And
his Difciples afked him, fay-
ing, Why then fay the
Scribes, that Elias muft firft
come } [Mazx IX. 13.]

1t And Jefus anfwered
amd faid unto, them, Elias
’ - “truly

(£) They laid hold on that Word.} So T think 7o

5

And on a fudden, while the Heavenly Voice was Sect. go.

uttered, efus was found alme, Mofes and Elijah SmNoy

difappearing in a Moment ; [and] the Difciples
lifting up their Eyes, upon the kind Encourage-
ment that he had given them, [and] loking round
about them for the Perfons #hey had feen but juft
before, fow ne Man any more, but Jefus only with
themfelves, who now again appearing in his ufual
Form, gracioufly entered into Converfation with
them in the fame condefcending Manner he was
ufed to do.

And as they came down from the Mountain, in
which this wonderful Tranfaction had pafled, F¥efus
ttrictly “charged them, that they fbould tell no one
what they bad feen, unlefs it were awben the Son of
Man was rifen from the Dead ; left till that glo-
rious Evidence was given of his Divine Miffion,
this Story thould appear as an idle Dream, or an
incredible Tale.  4nd when he fpake of rifing
from ‘the Dead, they laid bold on that Word (i),
difputing among tbemf/d'ves what this rifing l{;rom the
Dead could mean ; for as often, and as plainly, as
Chrift had declared it to them, they could not
perfuade themfelves to underftand it in a literal
Senfe. However, in Obedience to the Charge he
gave them, fhey were filent as to what had pafled,
and told no one in thofe Days any of the Things they
bad now feen and heard.

Ard bis Difciples, as they could not doubt but Mat. XVII..
he was the Mefliah, took that Opportunity of in- ">

forming themfelves, as to a Scruple which had
long lam on their Minds, and afked bim; faying,
Why then do the Scribes, the Teachers of our Na-
tion, and profefled Students of the Law, fay, that
Elijab muf} firft come before the Mefliah appear?
Is this Vifion, that we have now feen, all the Com-

ing of that Prophet, which was to be expected ?
And Fefus repging Jaid unto them, This is in-
deed foretoM, and: it is very fure, that Ekjab fball
- ~ o

txpdlnoay may moft literally be ren-

dered ; the Verb often fignifying to lay hold on, and in Confequence of: that, refolutely to re=-
tain ; butnever, thatI can recolle®, to kespa Secret. Compare Mat. ix. 25. xiv. 3. Mark

xii. 12. and Rev. xx. 2.

I think the Words @pos saulss, thould be joined with sulnlslecy

as they are with the fame Word, Mar#k i. 27. ix. 36, Luke xxii. 23. and A5 ix. 29.

(+) Shalk



Seét. go.
A
Mat, XVII,

11,

6

12

13

He difcourfes with them of the Coming of Elijah.

Jirft come to make Way for the Mefliah, and re-

gulate all Things (k), by preaching Repentance
and Reformation : And yet how little is the In-
fluence that this will have upon a wicked and un-
grateful Generation ? and how is it awritten of the
Son of Man himfelf (1), theilluftrious Perfon Eli-
jah is to introduce ? It is plainly foretold, that be
muft fuffer many Things, and be contemptuoufly re-
jected 5 which evidently implies, that his Fore-
runner alfo thall be difregarded, and his Preaching
flighted. . And the Event, you know, has been
anfwerable to it: Do not therefore expe& another
to appear, but obferve what I now fay to you,
while I affure you tbat Elijab is indeed come already,
as it is written of bim (m) in various Paflages of
Scripture ; (fee Ifa. xl. 3. and Mal. iii. 1.) and
they who pretended fo eagerly to expect him, did

truly fhall firft come, and
reftore all Things, [and how
it is written of the Son of
Man, that he muft fuffer
many Things, and. be fet at
nought.] [Mark IX. 12.}

12 But I fay unto you,
that Elias is {indeed] come
already, and they knew him
not, but have done unto him
whatfoever they lifted, [as it
is written of him:] likewife
fhall alfo the Son of Man
fuffer of them. [MARK
IX, 13.]

not know and acknowledge bim, but bave treated |

bim in the moft arbitrary and ¢ruel Manner, even
guf? as they pleafed, without any Regard to Piety,
Juftice, or Humanity : And thus lskewife fball the
Son of Man quickly fuffer by them, and with the
utmoft Epomity and Malice fhall be perfecuted by
a hardened People, who will fhew no more Re-
gard to him, than to Elijah his Herald.

Then the Difciples underftood, that be fpake to
them concerning fobn the Baptift, who was fore-
told under the Name of Elijah, as the Mefliah
was under that of David. (Compare Mal. iv. §.
and Ezek. xxxiv. 23, 24.)

(#) Shall firft come, and regulate all Thi

13 Then the Difciples un-
derftood, that he fpake unto
them of John the Baptift.

.] It is plain, that ewsxcJasnew here, (as emer

adlasaass, Aétsiii. 21.) cannot, as it generally does, fignify refloring Things to their former

State, but only in the general, reducing them to Order. It is ftrange, Tertullian (de Refur.
<ap. 35.) fhould infer from hence, that Elijab the Prophet is to come before Chriff’s fecond
Appearance. Grotius has well confuted that wild Notion, in his Annotations, ix Joc.

(2) And yet bow is it written of - the San of Man himfelf 7?_] The Conftruion of this Verfe
in the Original, is as perplexed, as almoft any in the New Teflament. The Pruffian Tefiament,
which is followed by the Jate Englifh Verfiom, renders it roundly, and elegantly enough :
¢¢ It is true, faid he, that El/ias muft firft come to reftore all Things, and that it is foretold
“¢ of him, as well as of the Son of Man, that he fhould have much to fuffer, and be reje&ed
¢ with Contempt.” But_this is not ftriGtly agreeable to the Original, nor can I find the .
Martyrdem of Fobn the Baptift any where foretold in the Old Teftament : 1 chufe therefore
to render this Claufe, as a éugﬁim. That xas fometimes fignifies [and yet,] evidently ap-
pears from Fobn v. 40. Luke ix. 45. Mat. xxiii. 37. and other Places. .

(m) Ell':("ab is indeed come already, as it is written of bim.] For the Reafon affigned in the

ote, 1 chufe to conne@ thefe two Claufes, and conclude that the Words which lie

eceding
ﬁtween, both in the Origingl, and.in aur Tranflatien, are to be included in a Parenthefis.
IMPROVE-




S .. Reflestions on the Tramsfiguration of CuRisT. v

IMPROVEMEWNT

T_Y OW glorious and delightful was this View of our Blefled Redeemer, Se&. go.
‘& X which the Apgftles had, when he was transfigured before them, '~
<lothed, as it were, with the Divine Shekinab, and fbining with a Luftre Mar-xvii.2.
hke that-of the Sun! How pleafing, and how edifying, muft it be to
them, to fee with him Mofes and Eljab, thofe Two eminent Saints, who Ver. 3.
had fo many Ages ago quitted our World, but whofe Names they had
often read in the Sacred Records with Wonder and Reverence !
Well might Peter fay, It is good for us to be bere. Well might he be Ver. 4.
contented to refign his Entertainments and his Hopes elfewhere, that they
might prolong thefe delightfnl Moments, feafting their Eyes with thefe
Divine Vifions, and their Minds with thefe more than Human Difcourfes.
Nor can we wonder that the Scene, tranfitory as it was, left fo abiding 2
Savour on his Spirits, that in an Epiffle which he wrote many Years after,
and but a little before his Death, he fhould fingle #bis Story from a thou-
fand others, to atteft it as he does, and to argue from it. (Compare 2 Pez. 1.
16,—18.) But ol how much more defirable is it, to ftand upon Mount
Zion, and to behold thofe érighter Glories, which our fefus wears in the:
Heavenly Regions! To behold, not merely Mofes and Elijab, but all the
Prophets, the Apoftles, and Martyrs, and in a Word, all the Saints of
GOD in every Age, whether to us perfonally known or unknown, fur-
rounding him in a radiant Circle; and not only to behold them, but to:
converfe with them. Lord, it is good for us to be there, in our Defires at.
leaft, and in our Meditatiops ; till thou pleafeft to call us to that happy -
World, and to take us zkither, where no Drowfinefs will clond our Eyes, Luke ix. 32.
‘where no Furry will difcompofe our Thoughts ; but where the Perfetion Mark ix. 6.
of Holinefs, and of Love, fhall caft out every Degree of Terror, aswell. -
as of Sorrow. - : T . '
In the mean Time, let us reverently attend to-that Sgviour,. who ap-
peared in this Majeftic Form, and who comes recommended to us with:
fo many Teftimonials of his Divine Authority. He was again declared by Mat:xvii. 5.
a Voice from Heaven, to be the beloved Som of GO.D'; -as fuch let us bear
bim, receiving all his Revelations with the 4ffurance of Faith, and all his
Commands with the Obedience of Love. If thefe Sentiments govern our
HMearts and our Lives, the Thoughts of that Departure from this World,
- which we are fbortly to accomplifb, will be no Grief, or Terror to our Lake ix. 31..
"Souls. Like our blefled Mafler, we may conne& the Views of it, and
intermix Difcourfe upon it, ,with the moft delightful Enjoyments and:
Converfe; nay, it will ferve to render them yet more pleafing. For who
would not long, to be made conformable to Chriff, even in bis Sufferings.
and Death, if it may be a Means of transforming us into the Refemblance:
of bis Glorses ! '
SECT.



Sect. g1.

Luke IX,

37+

Mark IX,

14

15

. transfigured in fo glorious a Manner in their Pre-

"Hill, waited for him in the adjacent Valley, e

On the next Day, the People, when they faw bim, were amazed.

SECT. XCL

Curist defcending from the Mountain on which ke was
transfigured, drives out an Evil Spirit, which had obfli-
nately withflood the Attempts of bis Apofiles. Mat. XVIL
14,-—21. Mark IX. 14,—29. LukeIX. 37,—43.—

Luke IX. 37.

ND it came to pafs, that
on the next Day, when
they were come down from
the Hill, much People met
him.

Luke IX. 37.

HUS did our Lord difcourfe with his
Three Difciples concerning John the Bap-
tift, as the promifed Elijah, after he had been

fence: And it came to pafs, that on the next Day,
wben they came down from the Mountasn, on which
the Night had been fo delightfully fpent, @ great
Croud of People met him. And being come to
be Difciples, and particularly to the reft of the
Apoftles, who, knowing their Mafter was.on the

Marx IX. 14, -And
when he came to bis Difci-
ples, he faw a great Multi-
tude about them, and the
{ Scribes queftioning with
Jaw a great Multitude around them, and among them.
the reft, fome of the Scribes and Pharifees, who '
were difputing with them, and endeavoured to take
the Opportunity of their Mafter’s Abfence, to

expofe and diftrefs them.
15 And ftraightway all

And immediately, as foon as he came near them,

all the Multitude feeing bim was firuck into Aflo-
nifbment, at thofe unufual Rays of Majefty and

the People, when they be-
held him, wete greatly ama-
’

Glory, which yet remained on his Countenance (4) ;
‘ and

(a) Was firuck into Aftonifbment, &c.] It is firange, that fo few Criticks fhould have faid
any Thing, concerning the Reafon of the Muititude’s being thus affonifbed. It could not be,
as Dy, Clarke fuppofes, his coming down from the Mountain /o quickly after he went up ;
for they were gathered round it, in Expe&ation of his Defcent ; and I do- not remember,
that he ever continued more than one Night in fuch a Retirement. Nor is it eafy to ima-
gine, the Multitude were under any Apprehenfion, after he had been no longer abfent, that
they never fhould be able to find him again. I therefore follow Dr. Whitby’s natural Con-
je&ure in his Paraphrafe, which is agreeable to what we read of Mofes, that the Skin of
his Face fhone, when be came down from the Mount. (Compare Exod. xxxiv. 29, 30. and
2 Cor. iii. 7.) One would indeed have expeted that Luke, who has mentioned the Lufire
on Stephen's Countenance, when pleading his Caufe before the Sanbedrim, (Aés vi. 15,
fhould have taken fome Notice of the Faé&t here fuppofed : But it is obfervable, Mar# tel
the Story before us, far more circumftantially than either of the other Evangelifts; which,
by the Way, is another moft convincing Proof, that his Gofpel was not (as Mr. Whifion

fuppofes,) an Abridgment of Matthew.
fuppofes,) 4 (5) He



A Lunatick poffeffed with a Dumb Spirit is brought ts bim, 9
and running to kim, they faluted bim with the greiteft Se&. g1.
Marks of Refpect and Affetion: Yet the Scribes S,
.2nd Pharifees were not at all impreffed, but’con- W
tinued their ill-natured Attack on his Difciples. ™

zed, and runniag to him,
faluted him. -

15 And ‘he afked the

Scribes, What queftion -ye
with them? = o

17 And [Luk. "behold,
I3 certain NLn] of the Mul}
titude, [kneeling down to
him,] anfwered and [Luk.
cried out, faying,] Matter,
I have brought unto thee m
Son, which ‘hath a Dum
Spirit: [MaT. XVII 14.
Luke IX. 38.—)

Ma~. XVIIL 15. Lord,
[T befeech thee, look upon
.my Son, for he is mine only

Child ; and] have Mercy on ye

bim, for he is Lunatick, and
fore vexed : for oft-times he
falleth into the Fire, and oft
into the Water. [Luke
IX.—38.]

Luke IX. 39. And lo,
[wherefoever] this Spirit tak-
cth him, be fuddenly crieth
out, and it teareth him, that
he fometh again,  [and

gatheth with his Teeth, {0, that be foams again at the Mouth, and gnafhes -
and pincth away; ] and qpith bis 7!:;’ in Extremity of Anguith; and

bruifing him, it hardly de-
parteth from him. [Mark
Ixo 18.'_]

Mar.XVIL 16. And 1
brought

And taking Notice of the warm Difpute they 16

were-engaged in, be afked the Scribes, What- is

the Point you are debating, and 4what do you con--

tend with thém abbut 2 - R
" And prefently upon his making this Enquiry,
bebold, a [certain] Man of the Multitude came, and
kneeling down to bim, anfwered the Queftion in Ef-
fect; and crying out with a lond and' eager Voice'

faid, Oh ‘thou great Teacher and Mafer in our

Hrael, I have brought thee my poor affliCted "Som,
who bas for a'long Time been poffefled with «
Dumb Spirit, and the malicious Demon has de-
prived him of the Ufe of his Hearing and Speech :

And in this moving Cafe, Ob Lird; I befeech thee, Mar. XVIL,
look upon my Son, for be is mine only Child, [anﬂ 1

t inftead of being any- Comfort to me, is a moft:
melancholy S cle of Horror; let me intreat:
thee therefore to bave Compaffion on [bim,) for be
is Lunatick (b), and grievoufly tormented with ter-
rible Fits, which frequently feize him, and fome-

- times endanger his Life ; for be often falleth into
- And bebold, LukeIX.39.

the Fire, and often into the Water.
awberever [this) Spirit _feizes bim, be has no Strength
or Thought to take Care of himfelf, but fuddenly
cries out in a violent Manner ; and it convulfes him

thus he miferably pines, and withers away in the
Bloom of his Age : And [it] is with great Difi-
culty that the malignant Demon departs from bim
for a little while, baving bruifed him to fuch a
Degree: by violent Diftortions, that he is hardly
able to ufe his Limbs in the Interval of thefe
dreadful Agitations.

177

5

And 1" am perfuadedMat, XVII.

there is fome more than ordinary Difficulty in the 16.

Cafe;

(8) He is Lunatick.] Grotius well obferves, that this Word, (which exaltly anfwers the
Etymology of the Original,) might with great Propriety be ufed, tho’ there was fomething

ternatural in the Cafe; as the Evsl

irit would undoubtedly take ‘Advantage of thxc
e

iforders, into which the Brain and Nerves of this unhappy Child were thrown by

Changes of the Aoen.
Vor. IL

B (¢c) From



Se&t. g1. Cafe; for I brought bim to 1by Difciples, and fpake.
10,

Mark IX.
20.

10

17

21

22

Wiho had withflood the Aitempts of bis Diftiples..

to [them) concerning him, and intreated [them) in.
the mott affe@ionate Manner, to ufe their utmoft
Efforts 2o caft him out ; and they could not accom-
lith it, nor beal bim.
Then Fefus [aid in Reply ta kim, Ob ye in-
credulous and perverfe Generation. of Men, hbow

’Iorzg' Jball 1be with you, before you will learn a
. becoming Regard to me? bow bng fhall I endure

that Infidelity, which yox are thewing on fo many
Occafions? And thus did he mean at once to re-
prove, -the Weaknefs of Faith, in the Father, and
in his Difciples, as well as the Obftinacy ard Per-
verfenefs of the Jewith Teachers, who were tri-
umphing in their prefent Difappointment: And
then turning to the Father of the Child and his
Attendants, he faid, Bring thy Som bitber .to me,
and you fhali feg what my Power can effect.  *

And upon this, they brought him that was pof-
fefled to Jefus, and prefented the. poor Creature
to bim, And immediately, as foon as be faw bim,
while be was yet coming, the Evil Spirit in a Rage
wrought in him with fuch Violence, that he
threw bim down, and convulfed bim:; and be. fell on,
the Ground. with great Force, and there lay, and:
rolled from one Side to the other, aSpe@acle of.
Horror, foamixg at the Mouth, and {weating pro-
fufely, till Nature was almoft exhaufted, and he
feemed ready to die. ,

And, that the Greatnefs of the Cure might
more plainly appear,- while the unhappy Youth
lay thus before him,  be afked bis Fatber, How long
Time is it, that be bath been thus aflied? And
be jaid, Even from bis Childbood (c). And
the Evil Spirit is fo outragious, and fo mali-
cious, that it freguently, as 1 faid, bas thrown bim
intathe Fire, amd into the Waters, when he has

- bappened. to be near them, as if he watched for.

Opportunities za defiroy bim ; fo,that I am fenfible
it 1s a moft difficult, as well as dreadful Cafe: But

if

brought. him to -thy Dilci-
ples, [and fpake to tbem,]),
[(Luk. and befought them
to caft him out,] and they
could not cure him. [MaRrRKk
IX.—18. Luxe IX. 40.]

17 Then Jefus anfwered
(him] and faid, Oh faithlefs
and perverfe Generation,
how long fhall I be with
you? how long thall I fuffer

ou? bring (Luk. thy Son}
iithcr to me. (Mark IX.
19. Luke IX, 41.]

" Mark IX. '20. And
they brought him unto him :
and when he faw him, [as he,
was yet a coming,] ftraight-
way the Spirit Fthrew him
down, and] tare him, and he
fellon the Ground, and wal-
lowed foming. [Luke IX.
42.—]

- 21 And he afked bis Fa-
ther, How long is it ago
fince this came unto him ?
And he faid, Of a Child.

22 And oft-times it hath
caft him into the Fire, and
into the Waters to deftroy

him:

(€) From his Childhood T So the Word masdiober properly fignifies ; and I think with Gre-

#ias. it is much more convenient to sendgr it thus, than from bis Infancy.

W) If



Jesus rebukes thy Dithon, and expells him.

&im: but if thou canft do
any thing, have Compaffion
on us, and belp us, :

23 Jefus faid unto him,
If thou canft believe, all
Things are poflible to him

24 And ftraightway the
Father of the Child cried
out, and faid with Tears,
Lord, I believe; help thou
mine Unbelief,

if sbdu -t

2k

o0} do any Thing init (d), bave Campaffon S¢&. gr.

on us, 'bnd bap us; for furely none ever needed A~

thy Pity more.

And Yefus faid unto bim, The Queftion is Mark 1X.

not at all concerning my Power, but concerning 23.

the Strength of thy Faith ; for ¢f thou canft firmly
and cheartully believe, the Deliverance will furely
be effelted, as all Things of this Kind are poffible
to bim that believerh. S

And smmediately the Father of the Child, touched
to the very Heart to think that his dear Son
might poffibly lofe the Cure thro' the Weaknefs
of his own Faith, cried out aloud, and faid with
Tears in his E

* nance, Lord, I do from thy Heart believe that thy

25 When Jefus faw that
the People came running to-
gether, he rebuked the [un-
clean] Spirit, faying unto
him, Thou Dumb and Deaf
Spirit, I charge thee, come
out of him, and enter no
"more into him. [Luke
1X.—42,— MarT. XVIIL

18.—]

26 And the Spirit cried
and rent him fore, and came
out

Power is unlimited; yet fuch is my Frailty, thae
when I look on this Spe@acle of Mifery, my Faith
is ready to fail me agaii: Help me therefore
againtt my- Unbelief, by mitigating the Circum-
ftances of the Trial, or communicating fuitablé
Strength to my Soul (¢).

Then fefus feeing that the Croud ran toge-
¢her, and was continually increafing round them,
rebuked the unclean Spirst, which had poffefied the
Child, and faid anto bim, with an Air of fupe-
rior Power and Divine Authority, Thow Dumb
and Deaf Spirst; who hift fo malicioufly deprived
this Youth of his Speech and Hearing, I ftrictly
charge and commancr:;fe, immediately to come out
of lim, and prefume to enter into bim no more,
nor farther to difquiet him as long as he lives.

And immediately, as foon as he had fpoken
thefe Words, [tbe Evil Sprrit,] having cried out with
great Earneftnefs, and thrown bim into wiolent Di-

‘ ‘ ' - flortions,

(&) If theu canft do any Thing init.] Perhaps obferving the Fit grow more viclent on his
app«n&ng Chrift, his Faith might begin to fail. .'l‘hisg was a very natural Marner of
fpeaking, and yet ﬁrong}g'apathetxck, and obliquely interefting the Honour of Chrift in the

iflue of the Affair. See

phel. ex Xen. pag. 73.

(¢) Help my Unbelief, &c.] It feems an Inconvenience infeparable from this Method of
Parapbrafing, that fometimes (as in the prefent Inftance,) fome lively and ftrongly pointed
Sentences thould lofe fomething of their Spirit by it; yet keeping the Original thus diftinét,
may in Part remedy it; and on the whole, many of thefe Expreflions are fo full of Mean-

ng, that the general Laws of /nt
the exa Medium here, is a Feli

laboured after it.

retation require; they thould be unfolded. To obferve
ty, which k dare ot fay I have obtained, tho™ I Have

B2 () Faith

24

yes, -and Ardor in his Counte- -

25

26



A

Ig

Mark IX.

26.

27

| This Kind comtes not out but by Prayer and Fafling.
Se&t. 91. flortions, came out of bim; and the poor Youth

had been fo miferably handled, that Je fell into a
Swoon, and feemed as one dead, fo that many who
were prefent. faid, He is undoubtedly quite dead,
and will revive no more. But Yefus taking hold

of bim by the Hand lifted bim up, and ftrengthened

him, fo that be arofe and ftood on his Feet. .dnd
when [be] thus had perfectly reftored and bealed
the Child, he took and delivered bim to his Fatber,
who received him with an inexpreffible Mixture
of Joy and Amazement. And the Child was well
Jrom that very Hour, and thefe terrible Symptoms
returned upon him no more. . :

LukelX.43.  _4ud ,they: wha beheld it, were all aftorifbed at

Mark I1X.

28.

Mat,. XVII.

20..

the. mighty Power of GO D, by which this illuftri-
ous Mirdcle had been wrought. o
And when be had left the Multitude, and was
come imto the Houfe, where he then refided, - bs
Difeiples, fomething :mertified: at the Repulfe they
had met-with in their late Attempt, came to Fefus
when he was alone, and afked bim privately, Why
could not ave prevail fo far, as to caft out this Demon,
and expell bim, fince we have performed many Cures

which feemed equally difficult? -
. And Fefus foid unto - them, It was becaufe of
the Remainder of your Unbelief; for wversly I -fay
unto you, If you bad but the lealt Degree of - Farth
in a lively Exercife, tho’ it comparatively was
but as a Grain of Muflard-feed (f), you might
perform the greatelt Wonders, {o as' even -to /ay
to this Mountain here in the Nejghbourhood,
Remove from this. Place to that, and it- fhould ac-
cordingly remeve;. and in a Word,, nothing will
be- impoffible to you.  But as to the Cafe that
was lately before us, be farther faid unto themr,
This Demon which poffefled the Child was one
of a very ebftinate Kind,  which canssz be ex-

out [of him ;] and he was
as one dead, infomuch that
many faid, He is deads
(MaT. XVII.—18.—]

27 But Jefus took him by
the Zh.nd, and lifted him upy,'
and he arofe: {Luxk. and
he healed the Child, and de-
livered him again to his Fa-
ther.] [And the Child was
cured from that very Hour. T
EMAT. XVII.—18.LukE

X, —42.]

1

Luke IX 43-—- And
they were all amazed at the
mighty Power of Gob.

Mark IX 28. And
when he was come into the
Houfe, his Difciples [came
to Jefus apart, and] afked.
him- privately, Why could
not wecafthimout? [MaT.
XVIL 19.] o

MaT. XVII, 20. And
Jefus faid unto them, Be-
caufe of your Unbelief: for
verily I fay unto you, If ye
have Faith as a Grain of
Muftard-feed, ye fhall fay
unto this Mountain, Remove
hence unto yonder Place, .
and it fhall remove; and

nothing fhall be impofiible

dntoyou.”
21 Howbeit 52‘: faid un=
to: them,] this Kind [can
coma-

I

pelled: fo ‘readily as others;: nor muft you ex- -

pe&t

(N Faith as a Graiw of Muftard-feed.] Rt is very trifling to fuppofe, thathere is a Refer
ence to the Poignancy-of Muflard-feed, as an Emblem of a vigorous and-lively Faith. It is

apparently a Proverb, to exprefs an

thing incopfiderably fmall, zhat being,. as our Lord ex-

prefles it, oneof the fmalleft among Steds, Thus the Rabbi’s fay, the Globe of the Easth is but
as a Grain of Muftard-feed, when compared with the Expanfe of the Heavens. See Drufiusy

in loc.

(g) This



Refleltions on the Neceffity' of a lively Faith™t 13
:"mepfmﬂ' by ng‘higg&;bﬂt pect to have Power over fuch Spirits as thefe, to Se. gr.
rayer and _Falting. ohlige them to go forth by any Means, unlefi you S 032)
[{hxx X 291 do by frequent Prayer and Fafling intercede with xft' XVIL
. Gop for his more abundant Co-operation, and
by fuch extraordinary Devotions endeavour to pre-
pare your Souls for his farther Influences (g).

IMPROVEMENT

HE inwidious Oppofition, which thefe Scribes and Pharifees made Markix. 14+
, to our Lord, and the ill-natured Joy they exprefled, in what they
imagined would difgrace his Difziples, appears exceeding odious; and it
fhews us the fatal Effe@s of Ambition, Pride, and Avarice, when they
pofiefs the Hearts of thofe, who thould be (as thefe by their Office were,)
Teachers of others. Such Qualities render thofe in the Number of the
moit dangerous Enemies of Mankind, who ought to be its: moft affec-
tionate Friends, and moft ufeful BenefaGors. May the Light of the Gofpel
break in on their Souls, arnd form them to a better Temper! '

The folicitous’ Concern of this Parent, when he faw bis Child under Mat. xvii;.
fuch fad Symptoms of Diforder, may- furely remind Perfons in that Rela- phas. o
tion, of the Sentiments, with which.they fhould view thofe of tbeir Chil- ke ix. 385
dren, who are in a Spiritual Senfe under the Power of Safan; and of the
Importunity with which they fhould intreat, that the Hand of Ghriff may
be ftretched out for their Refcue. ‘

A lively Exercile of Faith is greatly to be defired’ in this, and all other
Applications.of this Nature.. But, alas, how often do we find the Remainders -

. 1 - . . . Mﬁc

(2) Tbis Kind caxnot go forth by any Means, unlefs by Prayer and ‘Fafting.]* An ingenious .
Phyfician mentioned bygtbeflcamcd Autbor of the énziiy ax'ymo'anm':/:?a:b, .. pag. 47.
inflead of ex wposwvyn xesmseiz, would read s mposexsi mseq, &y conflant Fafligg 3 and fup:
poles it refers to the Ncccﬂity of frequent and long continued Al/fingnce, in order to the Cure
of fuch an Epileptick Diflemper, as the Child i Queftion-had been {ubjét to. But as.the Cris
ticifm is founded on mere Conje&ure, contrary to a}l tie Copies known in the World .fo I
cannot think it at all natural in itfelf, or pertinent ta the Occaftan ; for it feems not at al}-
to sur Lord’s Purpofe, to fpeak of the Natural Methads of Cure, in Anfwer to the Apoftles -
Demand, why they could not miraculoufly-perform it ~——— Nor can.any Inftance be pro<
duced to prove, that the-Expreffion is Preverbial, for any Thing very d{ﬁhdt-. .1 could -
therefore fee no Reafon to recede fromthe ufuat Interpretation,, which. 1. have. given in the
Parapbrafe. Sir Nortow Knatchbull’s Senfe is extreamly forced, who underftands’it, as .
if it had been. faid, Tbes Sort [of miraculous Faith] advances not bt by Prayer and Fajling:
Rapbelius has abundantly thewn, how inconclufive thofe. Autborities from Xenophon are; by
which he would juftify fo odd a. Verfion of s£sxfew. See Raphel, Annat. ex Xen. pag. 44,—46.
And were the Words confidered, as they ftand in Mar#, where there is nothing faid of Faith, ,
it would be ealy to perceivey oar Lord is fpeaking of a-Kind of Damans which they were not -
oble 10 caff out :” And that fome Demons are more malignant than others, is moft manifeft
from Mat. xii. 45.  But oftentimes an Explication. has been built upon the Words of ene.
Evangeliff, and many leatned Remarks have been made to.eftablifhy it, which could not be-
applied without great Violence to fuit the. paraliel Place in anather, and prefently has fallen
to the Gsound upon comparing them together. '




14

e paffas privately thro' Galilee with his Difciples.

Sect. 91. .of acontrary Principle! In how many Inftances daes that paffionaté Exclamve-

A
SMarkix.24.

Mat, xvii.

wz'-

Sect. 92.
AN
Mark IX.

30.

3r

tion of zhe Fatber in this Story, fuit us? Lard, e believe; belp thou our Unbe-
lief! How difficult k it, in the Midft of fo much Guilt and Weaknefs, of fo
much Perplexity and Unworthinefs, to befeve the Promifes of Forgivenefs
and Prefervation, of Grace and Glory. Yet we may humbly hope, that he,
who by his Grace has wrought the Divine Principle in our Souls, will main-
tain it there. Only let it be our Concern, to oppofe thofe Corruptions, which
would enervate and fupprefd it. Perhaps thére are fomt of them, which
will not be driven out but by Prayer and Fafling, by deep Humiliation, and
more than ordinary Solemnity and Intenfenefs of Devotion. But furely they
have little Regard to the Peace and Security of their Souls, who ¢an allot
only a few hafty Moments to them, when they have whole Hours and Days
to beftow, not only on the Labours, but even on the Amufements of Life.

SECT. XCIL

- The Dilciples are offended, at the Warning CurisT gives

them of his approaching Sufferings. He makes a miraculous
Provifion for paying the Tribute Money. Mat. XVII. 22,
tothe End. Mark IX. 30,4--33.— Luke IX.—43,~—435. -

: Maxrk IX. 30.
N D . while every one of the Spe@ators was

‘Lamazed at this ftupendous Miracle wrought on
the Child who had been fo terribly poflefled, and a#
all the other extraordinary Things which Yefus did,
they (i. e. our Lord and his Apoftles,) departed from

thence, and paffed from the Mountain on which he

had been transfigured, thro’ the reft of Galilee: And
he contrived to do it as privately as he could; -for be
was defirous that nonemight know {1t,] left the impor-
tant Conwverfation, into which he then entered with
his Difciples, thould be interrupted. For wbile
they continued travelling and converfing in Galilee,
and efpecially when they came to the Places where
they lodged, Fefus taught bis Difciples (a) more

largely

MAM':IX.:;O.:

A ND ([while.they won-
dred every one at all
Things which Jefus did,]
they departed thence, and
paﬁztd thro’ Galilee; and he
would not that any Mag
thould know it. [Luk e IX,

—43—]

31 —For [while they a-
bode in Galilee, Jefus]taught
his Difciples, and faid unto
them, (MaT. XVIL 22,—
Luke IX.<43.]

(a) For Fefus taught his Difciples.] Mark affigns this as the Reafon, why he defired, his

Journ

fhould be private, wiz. that he might have an Opportunity to talk over this Sub-

o atnge: Which thews, that the Continuance or Abode in Galilee mentioned by Matthew,

‘was only the fbort Stay th
fo conveniently fpeak to a‘l:ly

made in the Places where they ldged; and indeed he could not
the Twelve,” while they were a&ually ‘travelling,

(3) Apply



They are troubled to hear of bis approaching Sufferings. 15

largely than he had done before, what was to befal Se&. g2.
him. (Compare Mat. xvi. 21. Mark viii, 31. L~
Luke ix. 22. Vol i. pag. 549.) Nf“k Ix.

And he faid unto them with great Solemnity, 3t .
Apply dywr Ears attentively fo thefe Sayings (4), Luke 1X.
how difagreeable foever they may be, and let 44

Luxe IX. 44. Let thefe
Sayings fink down into your
Ears: for theSon ef Man

fhall be delivered into the
Hands of Men, [and they
flall kill him ; and after that
he is killed, he fhall rife the
third Day.] [Mazrxk IX.
—31. N{A’I‘. XVII, —22,
23—]

45 But they underftood

not this Saying, and it was
hid from them, that they
perceived it not: and they
feared to afk him of that
Saying, {and were exceedin
forry.J[MaT. XVII. —23.
Mark IX. 32.)

them fink into your Hearts ; for the Son of Man,
inftead of reigning in that Grandeur which you
expel, fball very fhortly be betrayed into the
Hands of finful Men (c), and thall feem for a
while to be a helplefs Prey to their Rage; for
they fhall put bim to Death in a moft cruel and
infamous Manner; bur they fhall not finally
triumph over him; for after be is thus flain,
be fball rife from the Dead on the third Day,
according to the Intimatibns I have often given
you. (See Vol. i. pag. 142, 143. 384. 539.)

But they were fo ftrongly prepofleffed with
the Expetation of a Temporal Kingdom, that
they underfiood not this Saying, plain as it was,’
and the Senfe of it was bid from them, fo that

g they perceived st not ; foolithly imagining it incon-

fiftent with what the Sacred Oracles had declared,
of the glorious Succefs of the Son of Man, and the

_ univerfal Empire-he was to eftablith. (Dan. vii. 14.):
And yet they were afraid to afk bim what was the

Meaning of that Saying, left he fhould upbraid them
as unteachable; confidering how lately he had!
given them the like Warning before, and how fe-
verely he had rebuked Peter for endeavouring to

. diffuade him from it: Neverthelefs they perceived,

{ ? Apply your Ears to thefe Sayings.] This feems to me a juft- Tranflation, of S63¢ vues es.

that their Mafter foretold his own Death, and were
exceeding forry, that a Perfon of fo excellent and.
amiable a Chara&er, from whom they had enter-
tained fuch glorious Expe&ations, fhould meet,
with fo unworthy a Return. 'd

And

Ta &la v TS Nr{u; 7dlys, which is literally, Put thefe Sayings to your Ears; a Phrafe which
wil

our Language

hardly admit. It intimates the Propenfity they had, to withdraw and turn.

away their Ears, from fuch Declarations, as he was now about to make.

(¢) Shall poortly be betrayed, ¢9c.] Mark has exprefled it in- the Prefent Tenfe, and fays, .
Tbe Son of Map is delivered: But nothing is more common in the Sacred Language, thsn to-
fpeak of what thould certainly and quickly be, as if it was already done. Compare Fobn xii; 1.,

xvii, 4, I1, 24,

ph. ii. 5,6, Heb, xii. 22. and Rev. xviii. 2,and
of many other Scriptures depends on this obvious Remark. '

4.—— The Explication.

(d) The

45
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Se&t. g2.

)
Mat. XVIIL

24.

25

27

He pays the Tribute by a "Mimc"lg at Capernavm.--

"And {oon after this, be came with his Difciples:
to Capernaum : And when they were come [thither,]!
the Receivers and ColleCtors of the Sacred Tri-
bute (d), which was gathered every Year thro’
all their Cities, came to Peter, and faid, Does not
your Mafter, who has the Character of fo religious

a Teacher, pay the ufual Tribute of the Didrach-:

ma (¢) or Half-Shekel to the Servige of the Tem-
ple? And ke fays, Yes, I know that he ufes
to pay it, and make no Doubt but he will do
it now. .And when be came into the Houfe, fe-

fies, who was there before, prevented bim, before.

he could fpeak of the Affair. in Queftion, and:
Jaid to him, What doft thou think, Simon, and
what feems fit to thee on this Occafion? Of
whom do the Kings of the Earth receive Cuflom
or Tribute? of their own Sons, or of Strangers?
Peter fays to bim, Lord, it is evident they re-
ceive it only of Strangers.  Fefus faid to him,
Then the Sons by Virtue of their Fathers Difpen-
fation are free from the Obligation : And on the
like Principle, I, as.the Son of Gop, might plead
an Exemption here, efpecially as I have not now

the Sum, which is required towasds the Mainte-

nance of the Temple-Worthip. Neverthe-
lefs, leff we fbould offend them, by giving an Occa-
fion to imagine that I put any Slight on the Tem-
ple, or left others from my Example fhould in
far different Circumftances omit this Contribution,
I will not debate the Matter, but rather work a
Miracle, than fail in the Payment. Go therefore
down o the Sea, and when thou comeft to the

neighbour-.

(d) The Colleftors of the Sacred Tribute.]
% ews ufed yearly to pay a Didrachma, or

Mar. XVII. 24. And
[he came to Capernaum :
and)} when they were come
thither, they that reccived
Tributc-)l};my, came to
Peter, and faid, Doth mot
your Mafter pay Tribute?
Mazk IX, 33.—] :

25 He faith, Yes, And
when he was come into the
Houfe, Jefus prevented him,
faying, What thinkeft thou,
Simon?' of whom do the
Kings of the Earth take Cu-
ftom or Tribute ? of their
own Children, or of Stran-

gers?

26 Peter faith unto him,
Of Strangers.  Jefus faith
unto him, - Then are the’
Children free.

25\ Notwithftanding, left
we fhould offend them, go
thou to the Sea, and caft an

Hook,

v

q[?bm has exprefsly afferted, that each of the
alf-Shekel, the Picce of Money here mentioned,

to the Service of the Temple: (See Fofeph. Antsq. lib. xviii. cap. 9. (al. 12.) §. 1.) A Cuftom,
which probably took its Rife from the Demand of that Sum from each of the Ifraclites,
whenever they were mumbred. Exod. xxx. xi.s And therefore; with Beza, Ca‘{izubm, Ham-
mond, Grotius, and many other great Criticks, I chufe to underftand this Paflage, as refer-
ring to that, rather than to any Civi/ Tax; chiefly becaufe I think, notwithftanding what
Salmafius fays to the contrary, (againft Milton, pag. 259.) our Lord’s Argument wver. 25, 26.
can otherwife have no Force, he Reader will find an excellent Note in Grotius here,
which renders it unneceflary to inlarge any farther, . o
(ezi;Dm not your Mafler pay the ufual Tribute, 8c.] It feems then to have been a volun-,
tary hingr'\ which Cuftom, rather than Law, had eftablithed. In Nebemiah’s Days it was
accounted fo, and the Sum was then famething lower. See Neb. x. 32. N4
' . ) . )
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g:kér’gﬁ tmvthe F :t’]; neighbouring Shore, tbrf:din a Hook, arzi taks tb; Sedt. 92.')
Are comeh up: ant  firft Fifb that comes up ; when thou opened AN

My how R pobened P “its Mouth, thou [balt there find a Piece oﬂf Silver yr X VIl

Piece of Money : that take, Coin, called @ Statera, which it has juft fwallow-

3od give uncochem for me ed (f) ; take that, and give it to them that collet

’ the Tribute, both for me and thee ; for thou

knoweft it will anfwer their Demands for both,

Accordingly Peter went, and finding the Money

. in the Fith’s Mouth, paid it according to his Lord’s

Command. ' '

IMPROVEMENT

H OW flow and untra®table were the Minds of the Apofles, who Markix. 32
underflood not thefe plain Things, when thus inculcated again and
again! But on the other Hand, how much Integrity docs it thew in the
Hiflorian, to record what feemed fo little to the Honour of himfelf, and
his Brethren ? In this Refpe@, and many others, furely Credit rifes to the
Gofpel, even by Occafion of the Infirmities of thofe to whom it was com-
mitted, and out of Weaknefs they are made firong. Let us however learn,
to be upon our Guard againft the Prejudices of Worldly Intereft, fince,
as we fee,  they may take fuch ftrong Hold of Minds, in the main up-
right and pious. And therefore let us carneftly pray, that Gop would give
us a greater Relith for {piritual and eternal Bleffings.
It cannot furely become us, to feek the Grandeur and Riches of this Mat. xvii,
World, when our Blefed Mafler was fo poor, that he could not pay this 27
little Tribute, without having Recourfe to a Miracle. Yet this he chufes,
sather than to give Offence by a Refufal, how juftly foever he might have
pleaded an Exemption from it. Let us learn from hence that Mecknefs of Ver. 26.
#ijdom, which will teach us to feck the Intereft of others, rather than - :
our own ; and rather to confider, how we may edify others by the Adl;gn.
ce

(f) A Statera, which it has juft fwallowed.] The Statera was (as appears in Part from .
this Text,) a Piece of Coin, in Value about Twe Half-Shekels, or, according to Dy, Pri-*
deaux, near Three Shillings of our Money, tho’ moft Criticks reckon the Shekel but about
Hc?’ aCrown. See Drufius, on this Verfe and the 24th.——I fee no Reafon with Schmidius
to fuppofe, this Piece of Money was created on this Occafion : But fuppofing, as in the Pa-
raphrafe, that the Fifp had accidentally fwallowed it, (perhaps as it was falling into the Water,
ocar fome other Prey:i) 1 cannot forbear remarking, how illuftrious a Degree of Knowledge
and Power our Lord difcovered in the Cafe before us ; Knowledge, in penetrating into the
Bowels of this Animal, tho’ in the Sea ; and Power, in dire@ing this particular Fith to Pe-
ter’s Hook, tho’ he himfelf was at a Diftance, Hardly any Circumftance can be imagined
more fit, to encourage him, and his Brethren, in a firm ndance on Divine Providence.
And it is very natural to refle®, how eafily Chrif? could, if he had feen fit, have drawn up
immenfe Treafures by this very Method, from the Heart of the Sea: But he intended, that
his Servants fhould be inriched and adorned in a much nobler Manner, than with Pearls and
coftly Array. : :

Vor. II ’ C
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Foe Difeiples consend, who of thers fuuld be pressfp.

.Se&. g2. dance of our good Works, than how wé may excufe ourftlves in thé
U~~~ Omiffion of any. That Extent of Knowledge and Power, which our Lord

Mark IX.

33

difplayed on this Occafion, can never be at a Lofs for Means to repay,
whatever we may thus facrifice for his fake.

SECT. XCIL

CHRIsT reproves bis Apoltles for their Contention, whe
Jbould be greatef ;5 and recammends to them Humility and
Mortification. Mark IX. — 33,— 37. 42,~— 20 the End.
Mat. XVIIL 1,-—g. Luke IX. 46,—48.

Mark IX. 33. Marx IX.—33.

Se&t. 93. N OW when Peter was returned from the Sea- AND beingin the Houfe,
AN

Side, having taken the Fifh which fupplied .~ "¢ &?dg:hﬁguxh:f

him with the Tribute-Money (), our Lord, from mong yourfelves by the
a late Occurrence which he had obferved among Way?

his Difciples, took Occafion to recommend Hu-

tnility to them : And being in the Houfe with his

Apottles, that he might naturally introduce the

" Difcourfe he intended, be afked them, About what

34

35

- were you difputing with each other on the Way in fo
" eager a Manner, that I could not forbear taking

pasticular Notice of it?
But inftead of anfwering him dire@ly, they were _ 34 But they held their

: . : Peace : for the Wa
confounded with the Queftion, and continued [chere arofe a Reafoning 2y

Silent, being afhamed to confefs the Truth; for mong them, and) they had
as they were travelling on the Way, a Controverfy difputed among themfZlves,.
arofe among them, [and] they bad warmly debated EWh':R of gﬂm ﬂ'&ﬂd be
the Matter one with another, which of them foould greatelt.] fLuke IX. ";6'3‘
b the greateff Man in~that Temporal Monarchy, ‘
which they affured themfelves Jefus, as the ex-
Mefliah, would ere, whatever Sufferings
might lic in the Paffage to it. A
And Zg/’w perceiving, notwithftanding their Si- 35 And [Jefus perceiving
lence, tbe fecret Thought of their ambitious Heart, theThougheof their Heart, ]

and fat

(¢) When Peter was returned, &c.] In order to remind thofe, who may hear thefe S¢7ions
read in a Family, of the Conne&ion of them, I have generally introduced each, with a brief
Hint at the Subje of the former ; which tho’ it makes the Paraphrafe on the firff Verfe of
a Section fometimes much longer, than I fhould otherwife have chofen, yet may I hope be
attended with Advantage fufficient to ballance that Inconvenience, (8) Called

alle



CarisT taking up a little Child, exborts them so Humility. 19

_flgt ';ll::v’n, ‘:gd ;?tl;’edmt‘l:: -and obferving the fame Carnality and Emulation Se&t. 93,

them, If any Man defire to
be firft, the fame fhall be
laftof all, and Servant of all,
{Luxe IX. 47.—)

MaT.XVIIL 1. At the
fame Time came the Difci-
ples unto Jefus, faying, Who
is the greateft in the king-
dom of Heaven?

2 And Jefus called a little
Child unto him, and [took
and] fethim [Lu k. by him]
in the Midft of them, [and
when he had taken bim in
his Arms, he faid unto them, ]
[Mazx IX. 36. Luke
IX. —47.]

3 Verily 1 fay unto you,
Except ye be converted, and
become as little Children,

thall not enter into the

ingdom of Heaven.

to be flill working there, wben be was fate down
called all the Twelve about him (%), and fays unto
them with great Serioufnefs and Earneftnefs, It is
Humility that is the Way to Honour in my King-
dom ; and therefore if any one would be Chief there,

let bim in all the Offices of condefcending Friend- ;-

thip to his Brethren, e as the laft of all, and the
Servant of all. '

And at the fams Time (c), when the Difciples MatXVIIL
came to fefus, and finding ™

were thus called, they
that he knew the Subje@t of their late Debate,
fome of them at length took the Liberty of fay-
#xg, Lord, decide this Queftion, and tell us plainly,
who is intended to be the greateft in the Kingdom
of Heaven, and to whom wilt thou commit the
chief Management of Affairs in it? :
4nd when he had anfwered the Enquiry in the
Manner related above, efis, in order to imprel
the important Maxim yet deeper on_their Minds,
baving called to bim a kittle Child, that happened
then to be in the Houfe where they lodged,
and [et bim by. bim in the Midft of them ; and taking
bim up, and embracing him in bis gracious Arms,
in Token of his tender Regard, be faid unto them,
1 affuredly declare it to you as a moft folemn and
important Truth, that except ye be converted and
turned from thefe ambitious and carnal Views, and
become kke little Children in Lowlinefs and Meek-
nefs, in a candid teachable Temper, and an Ins
difference to the great Things of the prefent Life;
(Pfal. cxxxi. 1, 2.) you will be fo far from having
any diftinguithed Rank my Subjets, that ye

Jeallby no Means fo much as enter at all into the

@) Called all the Tiweloe
Ting together on Foot would

King-

about him.] It is natural to fuppofe, that smelve Perfons travel-
form themfelves into two or three little Companies, while fome'

of them, no doubt, would be attending Chriff, and difcourfing with him : But oxr Lord
judged it proper, as he was now in the Haufe, that all the Twelve thould hear this Admo-

nition, tho’ they m;ght not all have been en
ime.] By thefe Words

(¢) At the fame

in the Dj/pate which occafioned it.

much, when he fuppofes, that Cbrif’s having thus miraculoufly provided for paying Peter’s
Tribute with bis own, gave Umbrag{’to the rgﬁ ¢ Yet this precarious Turn ferves the Church.

A
e

ment for the S
Id catch at fi

emacy of the Pope ; nor iy it wonderful, that in fo
o4 Ak o
- Ca , (d) Enter-

latthew exprefsly fixes the Commection between'
this Story, and that which concluded his xviizh Chapter. But Clarius feems to refine oo

.m



20, He fbews the Danger of offending any of bis Little Ones.
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Kingdom of Heaven, or be entitled to any of its
final Bleflings.  Whoever therefore fhall bumble
bimfelf even as this kittle Child, and a& with fuch
Candor, Simplicity, and Modefty, as you fee in
him, He is the Perfon, that hereafter will be re-
garded as zbe greatehﬁ in the Kingdom of Heaven,
and will ftand high in its final Glories.  And
whofoever cordially fball entertain this Child, [or]
thall difcover an affeCtionate Regard to any onme of

fuch little Children, in my Name, and Tor my Sake,

as one whom I love, and recommend to his Care,
entertaineth me ; for 1 thall take the Kindnefs as
done to myfelf : 4nd I would have you to re-
member, that it fhall not terminate even there,
but (as I have formerly told you, Mat. x. 4o.
Vol. 3. pag. 471.) whoever thus fball entertain and
thew a Regard to me, entertains not me alone, but
bim that fent me (d), even my Heavenly Father,
who is honoured or affronted, as I am refpected
or flighted. And this Regard to the meaneft of
my Servants, I muft urge upon you, as of the ut-
moft Importance; for (as I juft now told you,)
be that by fuch a Condefcenfion #s as the leaft
among you all, He fhall be eminently great in my
Efteemn, and be diftinguithed by peculiar Marks
of the Divine Favour.  But whoever fball deli-
berately do any Thing to ¢ffend, and to occafion
the Fall of one of thefe Little Ones who believe in
me (¢); or of any Difciple of mine, tho® he may

as weak as this Infant, will expofe himfelf
thereby to fuch Guilt and Punithment, that r# were

Better for bim he thould undergo the moft certain

‘and terrible Deftruction one can imagine, even
that a buge Mill-flone () foould be banged abaut bis
: Neck,

4 Whofoever therefore
thall humble himfelf as this
little Child, the fame is
greateft in the Kingdom of
Heaven. .

5 And [[.uk. whofoever
fhall receive this Child,] [or
one of fuch] little [Children}
in my Name, receiveth me ;
[and whofoever fhall receive
me, receiveth not me, but
him that fent me :} [Luk.
for he that is leaft among
you all, the fame fhall be

M IX. .
%?tl.c]x EX.A&.l]( 3

6 But [wholoever] fhall
offend one of thefe Little
Ones which believe in me,
it were better for him, that
a Mill-flone were hanged
about his Neck, and that he
were [caft into the Sea, and ]
drowsed in the Depth of the
Sea. [Mark IX. 42.]

- (4) Entertains not me alone, but bim that fent me.] Here €lbrift was interrupted by a
Speech of Fobn, related Markix. 38,—4r. which is peraphrafed and explained below, in'
Se2. g6. Note (a) there, pag. 34.

¢) Shall offend ome of thefe Lsitte 3::::, &¢.] To offend a Perfon generally fignifies, (as was.
obferved before, Val. i. pag. 234. Note (c),) laying @ Stumbling-block in kiis Way ; fo that any,
who fhould by # fcandalous Life lead others to think ill of the Chriftian Profeffion in general,
or thould by Perfecution difeourage the Weak, or by Sophiftry, bad Example, or otherwife,
pervert them from the Way of Truth and Goodnefs, would fall under the Weight of this

terrible Sentence,
(f) A buge Mill-fione.§ So I render uwres ey which (as Erafinus, Grotius, Raphelius,
and many others obferve,) properly fignifics a A//-fione too large to be turned, as fome wcrbe,
y



" Wos unto the World, becaufe of Ofences. 21

Neck, and be fhould be thrown headlong into the Se&. 93.
~ Sea (g), [and] drowned in the Depth of [it] NV

7 Wo unto the World  We to the World, becaufe of fuch Offences, or Mat.XVIL
m“m gﬁﬁ?oﬁgc: Scandals as thefe ; for they will bring upon it the 7- .
come : but Wo to that Man moft dreadful Judgments: Indeed confidering the
by whom the Offence com- Corruption, and Weaknefs of Mankind, and the
ezh, various Temptations with which they are fur-

sounded, ## ss humanly fpeaking neceffary, or un-
avoidable, zbat Offences come ; but 1 may well fay,
Woe to that Man, by whom the Offence cometh, who-
ever he be, that by Avarice, Ambition, or any
other vicious AffeGtion, lays a Stumbling-block in
Men’s Way, and makes himfelf acceffary to the:
Ruin of immortal Souls, tempting them either to
renounce, or to defpife the Gofpel ; for the Time
will come, when he fhall bitterly repent it.

8— Wherefore if thy  Wherefore let me renew the Exhortation, which &
Hand—offend thee, [cut it ] formerly gave you, rather to fubmit to the fevereft
off,] and caft it from thee . Mortifications, than to indulge your finful Incli-
into Life—maimed, rather nations, to the Scandal of others, and to your own.
than havini two Hands, [to  Ruin : And as I then told you in my Sermon on

g0 o He n’u:{":e'::mci;f the Mount (b), (fee on Mat. v. 30. Vol. i. pag,

od:) fMark IX. 42.1 234.) If ¢ ight Hand offend thee, that is, if
I 431 agy Thgx‘g ca?ul%to thee az Right Hand, fhould
be the Means of leading thee into Sin, rather than

indulge it, cut it off, and caft [st) from thee, what-

ever Pain or Deformity, or other Detriment, might

follow from fuch a Lofs; for i is much better

for thee to enter maimed into Eternal Life, than

baving two Hands, to go down into the Prifon of

Hell, even into that Fire which fball nevex be ex-

Mark IX. 44. Where tinguifbed : Where their corroding and up~ Mark 1X

their braiding 44-

by the Hand, and which would require the Force of Affés to move it ;- as it feems thofe Ani-
mals were generally ufed by the Fews on this Occafion. See Rapbel, Annot. ex Xen. p. 46.

(¢) Thrown headlong ints the Sea.) Cafaubin, and Elfner, (Obferv. Vol. i. pag. 8s.) not to
mention others, have thewn at large, that Drowning in the Sea. was a Punithment frequently
ufed among the Antients, and that the Perfons condemned had fometimes beavy Stones tied'
about their Necks, or. were rolled up in Sheets of Lead. It féems to- bave grown into-a Pro~
verb, for dreadful and inevitable Ruin.

(4) As I told you in my Sermon on the Mount.] It will, I hope, Be obférved,. that Mar~
thew, who had. before fo-largely recorded that Sermon, gives us again this Paflage of it on
the prefent Occafion. ; which is one Proof, among many others, that our Lord did not think
it improper or unneceflary, fometimes to repeat what he had then faid: (See Vol. i. pag.
296. Note (¢).) And cenfidering the Importance of thefe Maxims, and how little many of
bis Hearers were difpofed to. receive and retain them, it wasa valuable Inftance of his Com~
paffion and Wifdom.. .

(5) Where
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22 Better to Iofe a Foot or an Eye, than fuffer them to offend us.

Selt. 93. braiding Confcience is as a FBrn, which never

dies (i), but with unutterable Anguith ftill gnaws
upon the Heart; and where the Fire of Divine
Wrath, which fhall penetrate into the very Soul
of the Sinner, ss not, and (hall not, be quenched
throughout all the endlefs Ages of Eternity.

And again, if thy Foot offend thee, cut it off
with as much Refolution, as thou wouldft part
‘with a gangrened Member for the Prefervation of
thy Life ; for fomething yet more important is
here concerned, and i 15 better for thee to enter
lame into the Regions of Eternal Life and Blefled-
nefs, tho' thou waft ever to continue fo (%), than
baving tivo Feet to be caft into the inextimguifbable
Fire of Hell : Where their tormenting Worm
dieth not, and where the Fire is not quenched, nor
the Violence of its Heat abated thro’ all the Ages
of Eternity.

And, to repeat fo wholefome and neceflary an
Admonition a third Time, 1f thine Eye offend thee,
or would neceffarily be the Means of leading thee
into Sin, chufe rather with thine own Hands to
tear it out of its Socket, and to caft it away from
thee as an abhorred Thing, than b ying
with the Temptation, to hazard t{;y far more
precious Soul ; for i# is far better for thee to enter
tnto the Kingdom of GOD, [or] into Everlafting
Life and Bleflednefs, with but one Eye, even tho'
the ather were not to be reftored at the Refur-
tection, but the Blemith were to continue for

their Worm dieth not, and
the Fire is not quenched,

45 And if thy Foot of-
fend thee, cut it off : it is
better for thee to enter halt
into Life, than having two
Feet, to be caft into Hell,
into the Fire that never fhall
bequenched:{Ma T.XVIIIL.
—38.]

46 Where their Worm
dieth not, and the Fire is
not quenched.

47 And if thine Eye of-
fend thee, pluck it out, [and
caft it from thee:] it is bet-
ter for thee to enter into the
Kingdom of G o b, [er into
Life,] withone Eye, [rathet}
than having two Eyes to be
caftinto Hell-Fire: [MaT.
XVIIL 9.]

ever, than baving two Eyes, and all the other
: - Members

. (i) Where their~——Confcience is as a Worm, which never dies.] There may indeed be
an Allufion here to lfa. 1xvi. 24. (compare Ecclus’ vii. 17. and Zudx’tb xvi. 17.) but the
Expreflion had been juft and proper without it : And it is obfervable, that fome of the An-
tients exprefled the fame Thought by faying, that the Marrow of the Back-Bome did in a
wicked Man turn into a huge and fierce Serpent ; thereby intimating, (by a much finer
Figure, than Alian, who reports it, underftood,) that their own Thought fhould be their
Torment, and they thould be unable to difarm it by thofe Artifices, which had prevailed in the
prefent Life. See £lian. Hift. Anim. lib. i. cap. 51. and Gataker. Antonin. lib. viii. §. 58.
(£) Tho’ thou wait ever to continue fo.] It is certain, no Man will enter into fg(e balt,
maimed, or blind, as the Bodies of the Saints will be reftored in the greateft PerfeCtion. I
know indeed, that, with fome Latitude in the Expreffion, he may be faid to enter balt, or
maimed, into Lx'{e, whofe Spirit paffes from a difmembered Body into the Regions of the
Blefled ; but it feems to me, that the Propricty of the Phrafe is moft exa&ly preferved, by
taking it as in the Paraphbrafe, and the Spirit of the Thought is greatly increafed by that
Interpretation. ' .
' (1) Skall



Offenders fball de [olsed with Fire, and not be.confumed. 23

Members of thy Body in the greateft Perfetion, Se. g3..
to be caff into Hell, where they will all be full of LA
. unutterable Anguith, being tormented with ever- '
_48 Where their Worm lafting Fire, In that dreadful Prifon of Divine Mark IX,
dieth not, and the Fire is Vengeance, where (as I have told you again and 48
not quenched. : Lecance, . y gawmn, anc
again,) their Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not
gquenched nor abated, but preys perpetually on the
49 Forevery one fhall be - mjferable Sinner that is condemned toit.  For 49
me';’;l’::d°;§ as the Fleth burnt on the Altar has Salt rubbed
Sale. upon it, in Confequence of which it burns fo
much the more fiercely, fo every ome of thofe un-
happy Creatures, the Viims of Divine Juftice,
Jhall be (as it were) falted with Fire (1), and in-
ftead of being confumed by it, fhall in thofe
wretched Abodes continue immortal in the Midft
of their Flames ;. whereas every acceptable Sacri- '

Jice fball Be feafoned with another Kind of Salt (m),
even that of Divine Grace, which purifies the
Soul, and preferves it from Corruption. ,
so Salt i good : but if  In Allufion to this, I have formerly called you, ¢o
the my Difciples, the Salt of the Earth ; (Mat. v. 13,}.
, ' Vol.

(1) Shall be [nltd with Fire.] Grotius, Spanheim, Gataker, Le Clere, and Dr. Mill, have
abundantly anfwered the favourite Criticifm of Scaliger, by which he would here read svpa
inflead of @uw, that it might be rendered, Every Offering made by Fire fball be falted, The
Jearned and laborious Walfius bas propofed a multitude of Interpretations on this Text. He,
ad Mon/. L' Enfant, think it refers to the fiery Trial, thro’ which Chriftians muft expe& to
wis: Bat this neither feems a natural Senfe of the Phrafe itfelf, nor does it fo well fuit the
Context, by which it thould feem to be a Reafon why the Jnfernal Fire is never quenched..
1 know it may be anfwered, that it is however a Reafon why the Difeiples fhould pra&ife:
the Mortification required above : But it feems defirable, where it can be done, to interpret:
the Particles in their moft ufual Senfe, tho” fometimes it is neceffary (as we have elfewhere-
obferved, Vol. i. pag. 307. Note (i),) to recede from it. To fuppofe, as Dr. Clarke, and
fome others do, that here is a Reference to the Ambiguity of the Hebrew Word Moo,
which fignifies either to be falted, or confumed, feems very unwarrantable ; fince arntnodlas:
has no fuch Ambiguity ; not to fay, how much it would impair the Force of the Sentence,
?ding to an [dea, the very contrary to what Chrif had fuggefted above, no lefs than three:
imes. ,

(m) Every Sacrifice foall be feafoned with Salt.] It is well known, that the Mofaic Law-
required this. See Lew. ii. 1 3.f—ﬁwH:in us thi’nkz, that as Salt contra&s and binds, it was
thercfore ufed as an Emblem of Friend/bip, which he fuppofes our Lord afterwards to refer to ;
and that it was the Foundation of the Figure, by which @ perperaal Engdgement is called a-
Covenant of Salt, Numb. xviii. 19. I fhould rather think it intended, as a Circumftance of-
Decerry, that the Meat of G o s Table thould be falted ; and conclude, that if it had any
Emblematical Meaning, it was to recommend to the Worlhipper an incorrupt Heart feafoned:
with favoury Sentiments of Wifdom and Piety. Sinners are elfewhere reprefented, as. -
the Victims of Divine Juftice : (//a. xxxiv. 6. Far. xii. 3. xlvi..10. Ezeh. xxi. 9, 10. and:
xxxix. 17.) And good Men, (as in the End of this Verfe,) are reprefented in another View,.
with regard to their Confecration to G o b, as acceptable Sacrifices. Rom. xii, 3. xv. 16..
Compare 1 Pet, ii. §. :
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Reflettions on the Need of Self-denial and Morsification.
Vol.i. pag. 223.) and as Sal# is a very good Thing, the Salt have loft hisSaltnefs,

fo will you, if you anfwer that Character, be in- Whewith w il y):nrf:l‘f::,‘
eftimable Bleffings to the World : Bur remember and have Peace one with

what I then added, if the Salt itfelf be grown in- another,

Jipid, with what will you feafon st 2 or what can

reftore you, if you are corrupted, who fhould
reftore others ? See to it therefore, that you have
this excellent Salt sn yourfelves ; and as one In-

_ ftance of it, be careful to maintain Peace with

HMlat.xviii. 1.

- {elves, in fo mean and unwo

Markix. 36,

Mat.xviii.3.

Ver. 4.

each other, and do not give Way to thofe very
unbecoming Difputes and Emulations, which have
been the Occafion of my prefent Difcourfe.

IMPROVEMENT

H O W deeply is Pride rooted in the Heart of fallen Man; when
neither the daily Inftru@ions, nor edifying Example of the humble
Fefus, could prevent*it from appearing, even among the poffles them-
rtgy a Manner ! Still did Worldly Intereft
and Grandeur fo intoxicate their Minds, that they feemed even againf?
Hope to have bgped for it, and to have found out a ftrange Kind of Me-
thod, of grafting thefe Expetations, even on the very Crofi of Cbriff,
which- was intended to deftroy them. .
How edifying and affe&ing are thefc Leflons, which the meek and
lowly Redeemer gave us, with this kttle Cbhild in bis Arms, whofe Example
we are required to copy ! Lord, give us of thy regenerating Grace, that
we may do it; that we may be converted, and become as little Children,
free from Avarice and Ambition, Malice and Prejudice !| How melancholy
is it to think, that many, who have by their Office been employed to read
and explain this Leffon to others, and who have not been Children in Un-
derflanding, feem to have learnt fo little of it themfelves; as if it had
never been at all intended for that Order of Men, to whom indeed it
was immediately addrefled | If there be -any fuch yet remaining in the
Chriftian Minsfiry, let them ferioufly weigh the #7ce, denounced on tbat
Man by whom the o%mce cometb. May the infinite Mercies of Gop be
extended to all profefling Chriftians, who give themfelves up to Worldly .
Purfuits and Proje@s; and efpecially to thofe, who make the Church of
Chrift only a Kind of Porch to the Temple of Mammon, and the Sacred
Office itfelf merely a convenient Vehicle, for fwallowing down Riches and -
Honours! May Divine Grace deliver us from fuch fatal Snares, and form
us to-that Self-denial and Mortification, without which we cannot be the
true Difciples of Chriff ; but after having pierced ourfelves thro’ with
many unneceflary Serrows here, fhall plunge ourfclves deep into Eternal
Perdition ! ' -
: : May




CurisT will not bave bis Little Ones defpifed: 25

May thefe repeated, and dreadful Reprefentations of future Mifery, Se&. 93.
which we have now been reading, imprefs our Souls in a becoming S,
Manner! Bleffed fefius ! thou bringeft good Tidings; yet which of the 43::_4{"
Propbets under the Legal Difpenfation ever reprefented the Terrors of the
Lord in fo awful a Light, as that in which thou baft placed them! Let
none of thy Minifters be afraid to imitate thee herein! nor let any of thy
Followers prefume to cenfure them for it! May we all be effeGtually warned
to flee from the Wrath to come ; and as we would not another Day be /falted Ver. 4.
awith Fire, may our Hearts now be feafoned with thy Grace! and may we Ver, 50,
by a modeft and peaceful, a benevolent and ufeful Life, be daily bearing
a Teftimony to it, and as the Salt of the Earth may we be labouring to
«cure the growing Corruption of the World about us! :

SECT. XCIV.

Our Lorp farther inforces Condefcenfion and Humility,
 and gives Rules for the Accommodation of Difputes and
Offences among Chriftians.  Mat. XVIIL ro,---20.

M . XVIIL 1o, Ma 1. XVIIL 10. .

T AKE heed that ye de- F ARTHER to promote the Humility and Se. g4.
L Tog not oné of thefe Moderation of his Difciples, our Lord pro- L~
you, that in Heaver, their ceeded in the Difcourfe, which he had begun (as ﬁ“‘xvm‘
Angels do always behold the in the former Section,) with the little Child in his *
Face of mmy Father whichis - Arms, and faid, Take fpecial beed that you defpife
‘ ' not one of thefé Little Ones, or that you do not caft
' Contempt on the weakeft and meaneft of m
Servants, nor flight even the Soul of a Child; for
I fay unto you, that thesr attendant Angels, while
in Heaven, do inceffantly bebold the Face of my
Heavealy Father (@) ; and if the higheft Courtiers
in

(a) Their attendant Angels, while in Heaven, t9¢c.] The Fathers looked on this as an Ar-
gument, that each good Man had his particular Guardian Angel : (See Suicer. Thefaur. vol, i.
29g. 43.) And Grotius alfo feems to allow the Force of it. I apprehend this Paffage rather
intimates, that the Angels, who fometimes attend the Little Ones fpoken of, at other Times _
ftand in G o p’s immediate Prefence; and confequently that different Angels are at different
Times employed in this kind Office, if it be inceffantly performed. The general Senfe is
plain, that the big?ﬁﬂ Angels do not difdain, on proper Occafions, to perform Services of Pro-
te&ion and Friendfhip for the meaneft Chriftian ; but, as St. Paul fays, they are all mini, n’r:{
Spirits fent forth tominifier to the Heirs of Salvation. Heb. i. 14. 1 fay, the bighef? ; becau
to behold the Fac;l;;f GOD, may ﬁ%nif waiting near bis Throne, and be an AHufion to the
Office of Chief Minifters in Earthly Courts, who daily converfe with their Princes. See

Grotius ; and ‘compare 2 Sam, xvi. 19. 1 Kings xii. 6.  Efth. i, 14, and Luke i, 19,
Vou. IL D 0y For



Sect. 94. in the World above do not difdain, on pr
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13

14

15

fo, it is not the Will of Gop

Nor will the Father ﬁ:ﬁr one of them to perifb.

. oper Oc-
cafions, to minifter unto them, much lefs fhould
you difdain it.  Efpecially when you confider,
how much greater an Inftance of Condefcenfion
you have continually before you, than it is poffible
even the Angels thould give ; for the Son of Man
himfelf (8), that great and illuftrious Perfonage,

came, not, as many have imagined, to reign and -

triumph upon Earth, but by all the Offices of
Humility and Endearment to fave that which was
Joff and undone; and he takes a gracious and con-
ftant Overfight of the leaft, as well as the greateft
of his Redeemed ones. (Compare Luke xix. ro.
Se®. 143.)  What do you think would be the Con-
dut of a faithful Shepherd? If ¢ Man bad an
Hundred Sheep, and but one of them [bould wander,
would be* not leave the Ninety-nine in their Pafture
or Fold on the Mountains (c), and go out with the
moft folicitous Care and Labour 70 féek that which is
gone aftray?  Andif be to find.it, I affur-
edly fay unto you, that he will bring it back withgrea-

ter Pleafure, and i# will give bim a more fenfible )

T, than the Ninety-nine which bad not wandered at
all. (Compare Luke xv. 4, 5. Set. 122.)  Even
your Heavenly Fatber,
that any one of thefe Little Ones fhould be loft, for
Want of your Care in attending it, or thro’ your
Negligence in feeking its Recovery. |
And as in order to the Recovery of your weak-
er Brethren, Admonition will frequently be ne-
ceffary, let me lay down a Rule, which, when
larger Societies are formed among you, it will be
of great Importance to attend to with the utmoft
Care: Jf thou fhalt know zhy Brother to-be guilty
of a Fau!t, and he fhall fn againf thee, go and
r¢prove bim in the moft convincing, yet the moft

gentle

11 For the Son of Man is
;:o{rtne to fave that which was
o L]

12 How think ye? If &
Man have an hundred Sheep, -
and one of them be gone:
aftray, doth he not leave the
ninety and nine, and goeth.
into the Mountains, and
fecketh that which is goge
aftray?

13 And if fo be that he
find it, verily I fay unto
ou, he rejoiceth more of
that Sheep, than of the nine-
ty and nins which went not
aftray !

14 Even fo it is not the
Will of your Father which
is in Heaven, that one of
tl_)l&f.e Little ones thould pe-
5

15 Moreover, if thy Bro-
ther fhall trefpafsagainft thee,
goand tell him his Faul¢ be-

’ tween

(8) For the :S'm of Man himflf.] The Particle For here introduces another Ratfon, to in-
force the Caution not to defpife thefe Little enes, and not a Proof of their Angels bebolding

GOD’s Face. See Note (d) on Luke xi. 36. Vol. i. pag.
(¢) Leave the Ninety-nine on the Mun?;aim.o Tl e

tion, or that which is given in our common ranflation ;

The Original will bear, either this Conftruc-

h but I bave rather chofen to exprefs
Rt thus, as moft agrecable to what we find in Luke, chap. xv. 4. Se@. 122.

(d) Rer



- Hew they fhould deal wisth an offending Brother., 29
tween thee and him alone: gentle Manner that thou canft (d}; and that he Sect. ¢4.

if be fhall hear thee, thou p50 take it the better, let it be done detween thee L)

haft gained thy Brocher. and bim alone : If be will bear thee with due Re- lx\gft‘xvm'

gard, it is well; for by this Means zbou baft gained
thy Brother; he will return to the Way of his
Dauty, and the Friendfhip between you will thus
be eftablithed on firmer Foundations than ever,
in Confequence of this fubftantial Token of thy

: impartial Sincerity, and Franknefs of Temper.

16 But ifhe will not hear (C Prov. xxviii. 23.) But if be wil 16
tl;ut; fgmmt:l:: Wit:;:hie: one ot bearél;'z [0 tbe;,] take Clu‘::tb thee One or Two
o > .~ more, whoare Perfons of rater and Reputa-
Mouchof two o thee Wit ion in the Society, that their Prefence may add
eftablithed. greater Weight to the Admonition given, and may
be of Service, either to filence his Objections, and
bring him to a Senfe of his Fault, or to prevent
Difputes, and juftify thy Condud, if the Matter
thould be carried farther; as i the Mouth of Two
or Three Witneffes every Word may be efiablifbed
- more cffeCtually, than it could otherwife have

17 And if he fhall neg- been. (Sce Deut. xix. 15.)  But if be (hall 17

1e& to hear them, tell it un-
to the Church: but if he
negle&

be ftill incorrigible in his Fault, and difregard
them in the Advice they offer him for Peace,
then sell it to the whole Church (¢), or Society

: of

(d) Reprove him in the moft convincing-—Manner that thou canft.] The Word ¢y b
fignities to convince, as well as to admanifh, Compare Fobn viii. 9, 46. xvi. 8. 1 Cor. xiv.

it. i. 9. and Fam. ii. g.

The Reader will obferve, I often chufe to give the full Force

of a Word in the Paraphrafe, rather than greatly to increafe the Number of Words in the
Verfim, tho’ fo increafed they might exprefs no more, than is exprefled in a fingle Word or

two in the Greek,

(¢) Tell it 2o the whole Church.] This is one of thofe many Scriptures, which would have
been very intelligible, if they bad not been learnedly obfcured by ingenious Men, whofe Intereft

it has been to fpread a Cloud over them.

I am more and more convinced, that the vulgar

Senfe of the New Teflament, i. e. the Senfe in which an honeft Man of plain Senfe would

take it on his firft reading the Original, or any good Tranflation, is almoft eve
the true general Senfe of any
with an attentive Meditation on the Textand Context, may illuftrate t

where

ntiquity,
pirit and Ener ¢

Paflage; tho' an Acquaintance with Lan uaga and
e

of a Multitude of Places, in 2 Manner which could not otherwife be learnt. The old Engl;
Editions of 1 53%.Vand 1541, render.it, Tell it to the Congregation; and I think properly

enough. The

ord Church is unhappily grown into a Term of Art, and has by different

Perfons a Variety of fecondary Ideas annexed toit; as Dr. Watts has beautifully thewn, in
his E[? on Uncharitablenefs, pag. 7,—10. But it fignifies in general, an 4/fembly, or Num-
ber of People, called together on wlatever Occafion; as is well known. (Compare A4 xix.
32, 39.) It isin the New Teffament generally ufed, as here, for a fartimlar {ffembly ; (Aéts
xiv. 23. 1 Cor. iv. 17. xiv. 23. xvi. 19.) but fometimes it is ufed for the whole Body of
Chriftians, becaufe they are now called aut from the World, and areat laft to be gathered toge-
ther in the Prefence of Cb;iﬂ their Head, (2 Th¢/. ii. 1.) and to dwell for ever with each
other, and with him. (1 7b¢. iv. 17.) Comgre Mat, xvi, 18, Epb. i. 22. ifi, 10, v. 24&
. , 2 an
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Whatever they bind on Earth, [ball be bound in Heaven.

Se&. 94. of worfhipping Chriftians to which he belongs, negle@ to hear the Church

Mat. XVIIL

37,

38

. . i thee
and among whom he has immediate Commu- ﬁ:‘é’;nm;tzm - Public

nion in Gofpel Ordinances; and if they con- cap,

cur in any Admonition to the Offender, and ke

be fo far hardened as to difregard the whole

Church, or Society of Chriftians, you have then

done your utmoft to reclaim him; and while

he continues in. this obftinate Temper, you will

do well to enter your Proteft againft it, by for-

bearing any intimate Friendfhip with fuch a Per-

fon; and /et bim therefore in this Cafe be o thee _ )
even as a Heathen, and a Publican, or other moft ' .
notorious Sinner (f), to whom you would perform ' '
only the common Offices of Humanity, but

would avoid his intimate Socicty as fcandalous,

and to whom you are not under thofe peculiar

Obligations, whereby Chriftian Brethren are

bound to each other. .

Thefe are the Maxims, which you, my _ 18 Verily Ifayunto you,
Apottles, are to inculcate on my other Followers, g:‘t‘;:r““}’:uyie‘h“&g:f o
and let them fee to it, that they duly regard you; Heaven: and whatfoever ye
for werily I fay unto you, You fhall be furnithed fhall loofe on Earth, fhall
with fuch Divine IHumination and Affiftance, as loofed in Heaven.
fhall abundantly confirm the Authority of your
Decifions, on every Cafe and Queftion which
may occur; and fully prove, (as 1 formerly told
you,) that whatfoever you fball bind even in this
Courfe of your humble Miniftry on Earth, fhall
be bound in Heaven ;. and whatfoever you [ball loofe

on

and Col. i. 18, 24.—— According to Bifbop Stillingfleet’s Interpretationof this Texwt, (fee

his Irenicum, Book ii. chap. 5. §. 8.) it fhould be rendered, Tell it to an Affembly, or a feke@
Company. But it is certain, the Force of the Article is better preferved by our Verfion ; and
as undoubtcdz it muft be an Afembly of Chriftians, (compare 1 Cor. vi. 1.) fo- no Interpie-
tation feems fo natural,. as that it fhould be that Affembly which was under a peculiar Obli-
gation to watch over the Perfon in Queftion, (compare 1 Cor. v. 12, 13..and 2 The/. iii.
14, 15.) and that, whole Advices and Remonftrances he was peculiarly obliged to- hear,
And this was likewife conformable to the Ufage of the Fews, who admonifhed Offenders
in their Synagogues, and to many of their Maxims, which Commentators mention on this
Text, See Lightfoot’s Hor. Hebr. in boc.. and Selden de Syned, lib. i. cap. g.

(f) As a Heathen, and a Publican, or other moft notorious Sinner.] If I am not much
miftaken, that celebrated Text in Titus, relating to Hereticks, (chap. iii. 10.) which requires,
that 2 Man who difturbs the Peace, or fubverts the Faith of his Chriffian Brethren, fhould
be twice admonifped, and then difcarded by the Society, may be much illuftrated by this
Paflage. When fuch a Cafe occurs, (as well as when an offended Brother has juft Caufe of -
,Cm'nplamt,) each particular Perfon concerned muft judge as well as he can; remembering
be is anfrevsble to Chrift for the Impartiality of fuch Judgment. : © I



Where Two or Three are affembled in his Name, be is with them. 29

on Earth, fball be loofed in Heaven. (See Note (b) Sect. 94.
. on Mat. xvi. 19. Vol. i. pag. 546.) Mo XVIEL

19 Again Hayuntoyou,  And further, as'a cenvincing Token and De- . " )
that if 'g’" of youlhall '\ inftration of this, I fay unto you, that this
agree on Earth, as touching "
any Thing that they fhall Authority and Power not only fhall attend the
afk, it fhall be done for them  Actions of your whole united Body, but even if
‘!’: my Fatber which is in oy Fopg of you fhall agree togetber here on Earth (g)

caven. o . . . .

concerning any Thing which they fball think it pro~
per to a/i in Prayer, for the miraculous Confirma-
tion of any of their Determinations, ## fball be im-
mediately done for them by my Fatber in Heaven (b).

20 For where Two or For wbhere but Two or Three are q{embled in my 20
Thm“};‘t gathehf:d together - Name, with a Regard to my Authority, and to
e theream Lin i1 Purpofes of my Glory, whatever the peca-

liar Occafion be, Iam. there by my fpecial, tho’
invifible Prefence, i1 the Midft of them, and will
fhew by all proper Interpofitions of my Divine:

. Power, the Regard I have to their Intereft and.
their Prayers.

) IMPROVEMENT

T HUS happy arc the meaneff Servants of Chriff, in the Care and Mat. xvid.
Favour of their Heavenky Mafler, and in the Angelic Guard '*

which by his high Command are continually attending even the Lambs

of bis Flock. So condefcending are the Bleffed Spirits- Above, that even

the greateft of them do not difdain 2o minifter unto the Heirs of Salvation.
- (Heb. i. 14.) Let not the wifeft and greatef® Men defpife thofe, whom

ngels honour with their Guardianfhip and Care ; efpecially fince the Son

of Man, that merciful Shepberd, has come forth into this #ildernefs, to fave Ver. 11, 12;.
that which was lff, and even to feek and recover us, when we were gone

afiray, and fhould otherwife have wandered onr to our eternal: Ruin. -

What could have been more happy for the Church of Chrif?, than the .
Obfervation of this plain and eafy Rule, which he has given for ending Ver. 15, 16..
Difputes among his Followers! And yet who, that fees the Conduct }cl)f ’

: - the

{g) If any Two of you fhall agree together hiere on Earth.] The Textfo exprefsly refers to
agreeing ina Petition, that | wonder the learned and judicious Editors of the Pruffian Tefia~
ment fhould render it, If any Two of you fhall live on é'artb in-a good Underflanding with each
other. Perhaps there may be a Reference to the Notion the Fews had, that it was neceflary
at leaft 72z thould concur in fecial Prayer, if any extraordinary Succels was expe&ed. See
Trigland. de Secté Karaorum, cap. x. pag. 172.

(6) 7t fhall be done for them, €c.). That this refers to a miraculous Anfwer of Prayer, may
appear from comparing Mat. xxi. 21, 22. Mark xi. 23, 24. Fobn xiv. 13, 14, 1 Jobn. iit..
22.v. 14, 15. and Fam. v, 16. See Tillotfon’s Warks, vil, iii. pag. 307.
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Se&t. 94.
(Ve &

Ver. 17.

Refletions on the Management of Church Cenfures.”
the Generality of Cbrz{}iam, would imagine, they had ever heard of fuch
a Rule? Inftead of this private Expofiulation, which might often bring a
Debate to a fpeedy and amicable Conclufion, what publsck Charges! what
paffionate Complaints! what frequent and laboured Attempts to take, if
the leaft fcandalous, yet not the leaft pernicious kind of Revenge, by
wounding the Charatters of thofe, whom we imagine to have injured us?

As for Church Cenfures, how lamentable is it, that they have been fo

. little conformable to tbis Rule, and in many Inftances fo contrary to it,

in almoft every Gbriffian Nation under Heaven! Is this the Form, in
which Ecclefiaffical fudgments do appear, in the Popifh, or even in the
Proteflant World? Are thefe the Maxims, by which they have been, or
by which they are determined, even by thofe, who claim the largeft Share
in the Promifes made to the Apofles, and boaft with the greatet Confi-
dence of the Prefence and Authority of Chriff with them, to confirm their
Sentences, and to fan&ify, perhaps, Rapine and Murther? Vain wretched
Confidence | Let us earneftly pray, that this Difhonour to the Chriffian

- Name may every where be wiped away; and that true Religion, and even

Ver. 18.

Ver. 20.

Sect. 95.

L)
Mac. XVIIIL
21,

common Humanity, may not with fuch folemn Mockery be deftroyed s
the Name of the Lord. -

Let humble Submiffion be always paid to Apoflolical Decifions in every
Difficulty; and let the Promifes made to thefe Leaders in the Chrifian
Church, be fome Encouragement even to us, on whom tbe Ends of the World
are come. None but an Omniprefent, and confequently a Divine Perfon,

‘could fay, Wherever Two or Three are gatbered together in my Name, there

am I in the Midf# of them. His Power, and his Goodnefs, can never be
impaired ; let it therefore be an Encouragement to Social Prayer, and let
the Remembrance of our Redeemer’s continued Prefence and Infpeion,
engage us to behave ourfelves agreeably to the Relation that we claim to
him, and to thofe ExpeQations from him which we boaft.

SECT. XCV.

Our LorD cautions bis Difciples againf} a revengeful Spirit,
and inculcates mutual Forgivenefs, by the affecting Parable.
of the Unmerciful Servant. Mat. XVIIL 21, 20 the End.

Ma T. XVIIIL 21. MaT. XVIIL. 21,

TH EN when Jefus had given this Advice, for T HEN came Peter to
the Accommodation of Differences among his him, and faid, Ll‘:;‘:;
Difciples, Peter, imagining it might be abufed by
ill difpofed Perfons, asan Encouragement to offer

. Injuries



How qftefz an offending Brother fbould be forgiven.

bow oft fhall my Brother
fin againft me, and I forgive
him ? till feven Times?

22 Jefus faith unto him,
I fay not unto thee, Until
feven Times; but until fe-
venty Times feven,

23 Therefore is the K'n g-
dom of Heaven likened unto
acertain King, which would
take Account of his Ser-
vants.

24 And when he had be-
gun to reckon, one was
brought unto him, which
owed him Ten thoufand
Taleats:

25 But forafmuch as he
had not to pay, his Lord
commanded bim to be fold,
and his Wife and Children,
and all that he bad, and
Payment to be made.

26 The Servant therefore
fll down and worfhipped
bim, Gaying, Lord, have Pa-
tience with me, and I will
pay thee all,

(a) May be Likened 1o, or be illuftrated, &c.] See Sec?. 58. Note (i),
() Owed bim Ten thoufand Talents.] According to Dr. Prideaux’s

Injuries to others, came to bim and faid, Lord,
bow often muff 1 forgive my Brother, if be offend
againffi me? muft I go on to do it, untsi/ he has
repeated the Injury feven Times? -

And /‘7eﬁ4: in Reply fays to bim, 1 do not
merely /fay to thee, Till feven Times, but even till
Jeventy Times feven: In fhort, the Precept is un-
bounded, and you muft never be weary of for-
giving your Brethren, fince you are fo much
more indebted to the Divine Mercy, than they
can be to yours,

For this Reafon, or with Refpe@ to this
Matter, I may properly fay, that the Kingdom of
Heaven, in its Conftitution and final Procefs, may
be likened to, or be illuftrated by the Inftance of 2
certain King that ruled over a large Country (a),
who, as he had a great Number of Officers under
him, was determined at length 2o fettle an Account
with bis Servants. And wben be began to reckon
with them, zhere was brought to bim one, who had
fo abufed the eminent Station in which he had
been placed, and the high Confidence which his.
Prince had repofed in him, that he owed bim a
moft immenfe Sum, and ftood accountable for
Ten thoufand Talents (b) : And as be bad
nothing to pay, which could be any Equivalent for
the Debt, or any confiderable Compofition for it,
bis Lord, according to frequent Cuftom in fuch
Cafes, (Exod. xxii. 3. Lev. xxv. 47. and 2 Kings
. 1.) commanded bim to be - fold for a Slave, and
alfo bis Wife and Children, and all the Goods that
be bad, and Payment to be made with the Price of
them, as far as it would go.  The Servant
therefore fall