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Diﬁinguiﬂling Marks, &c.

) + JOHN iw. 1.
Beloved, belicve not every Spirit, but try the Spirits whe-

ther they are of God, becanfe many falfe prophets
are gone out into the world, . )

1. '&(“/ﬁ"&' H E _apoftolical age was an age of the

greatelt out-pouring of the Spirit of
(‘% T God thatever was. And that both as
.}’i«.@.&“j to the extraordinary gifts of the fPirit,
and alfo as to his ordinary operations,
in convincing, converting, enlightening -and fanéi-
fyipg the-fouls of men. But as the influences.of the
true {pirit abounded, fo counterfeits did alfo then-
abound : the devil mimicking, both the ordinary
and extraordinary influences of the Spirit of God.
This made it neceflary that the church of Chrift
fhould be furnifhed with fome certain rulesand di-
ftinguifhing marks, by which fhe might proceed
fafely in judging of (pirits, and diftinguifh the true
from the falle. The giving fuch rules is the plain
defign of this chapter,” where wéhave this matter’
exprefly trcated of.  The apoftle here, of fet pur-
po}?e undertakes to fupply the church of God with
fuch marks of ‘the true {pirit as may be plain and
fafe, and furcly diftinguifhing, and well accommo- -
dated to ufe and praftice. And that the fubjet
might be cleayly and fufficicntly handled, he.infifts
upon it throughout the chapter :” which makes it
wonderful that what is faid in this chapter, is no
more taken notice, of at this time, when that which. .
is fo remarkable appears ; fuch an uncommon opera-";
tion on the minds of people; and there is fuch a
variety of opinions concerning it, and fo much
talk about the Work of the Spint. - . L
. 2. The apoftle'is led to difcourfe on this fubjeft
by an occal{’onal mention of the indwelling of the
L ; R {pixit,



- fpirit, as the fure evidence of an intercft in Chrif,

(31
in the laft verfe of the foregoing chapter. ¢ And he
¢t that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him,

¢ and he 1n him; and heréby we know that he /_
¢¢ abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given

¢ us,” Whence we may infer, that his defign in

this chapter is, not only to give marks whereby to <

diftinguifh the true {pinit from the falfe, in his extra-

ordinary gifts of prophecy and miracles ; but alfo in -

his ordinary influences on the minds of his §eoplc.
g. The words of the text are an introduttion to

. this difcourfe, of the diftinguithing figns of the true

and falfe fpinit, .Before the apoftie proceeds to lay
down thefe figns, he exhorts the chriftians he writes
to, to carein this matter.. And, 1. Hereisthe duty
of trying the fpirits urged, with a caution annexed,
againft over creduloufnefs : ¢ Beloved, believe not
¢¢ every {pirit, but try the fpirits whether they are
¢ of God.” 2. The neceflity of this duty is fhewn
from this, that there were many counterfeits, ¢ be-

- ¢ caufe many falfe proghets were gone out into the

¢ world.” And thefe did not only pretend to have
the Spirit of God in his extraordinary gifts, but alfo
to be eminently holy perfons: to have much of his
ordinary influences on their hearts, We are there-
fore to look upon thefe words as a direftion to t
their Xsretcnccs' to the Spirit of God, in both thefe
refpetts. '
4. After the apoftle had thus warned chriftians,
with refpe& to the trial of fpirits, he immediately
roceeds to give them rules, by which they may
afely'procceﬁ in judging of every thing that has
the pretext of being either the ordinary or extraor-
dinary work of the Spirit of God. '
My defign therefore is to fhew what are the true,
certain, and diftinguithing evidences of a work of

the Spirit of God, by which we may proceed fafely .

in judging of any operation we find in ourfelves, or

{ee in others. - .
5. And here I would obferve, that we are to take
the fcriptures as our guide in this and in all cafes.
: : Az " This



- [ 4] :
“This is the ftanding rule which God has given to

* his church, to guide them in all things, relating to
their fouls, And doubtlefs that fpirit that indited
the fcriptures kncw how to give us good rules, by
which to diftinguifh his operations trom all that is.
fatfely pretended to be from him. And feeing he has

- done this, in the chapter wherein is the text ; and
done it more particularly and fully than any where
elfc ; in my prefent difcourfe 1 {l}:all go no where
elle for marks of the trial of the fpirits,y but fhall
confine myfelf to thofe that I find here.

But before I procced particularly to {peak to thefe,
I would preparc my way by firft obferving nega-

" tively, in fome inftances, what are not figns that we
are to judge of a work by, whether it be the work
of the Spirit of God or no. And elpecially, what
are no evidences that a work that is wrought
Emolngﬁ a people, is not the work of the Spirit of

od.

6. Firft, Nothing can certainly be concluded
from this, That the work that appears is carricd on
in a way very unufual-and extraordinary. ’Tis no
fign thata work is not the work of the Spirit of God,
that it is carried on in fuch a way as the fame {pirit -
heretofore has not been wont te carry on his work ;

rovided the variety or difference be fuch, as may

.ﬁill be comprehended within the limits of
thofe rules which the {criptures have given
to diRinguifh a work of the Spirit of God by. What
we have been ufed to, or what the church of God
has been ufed to, is not a rule by which we are to
judge whether a work be the work of God, becaufe
there may be new and extraordinary works of God.
God has heretofore wrought in.an extraordinary
manner ; he has brought thofe things to pafs that
have been new things, ftrange works; and has
wrought in fuch a manner as to furprize both men
and angels: and as God has done thus in times

aft, fo we have no reafon to think but that he wijl
do fo ftill. 'The prophecies of fcripture give usrca-
fon to think that God has {till new things to accarg-
plith, things that have never yet becn fccn;i No
v cvias
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deviation from what has hitherto been ufual, let it
be never fo great, is an argument that a work is not
the work of the Spirit of God, if it be no deviation
from the rule that God has given, to judge of a
work of his fpirit by. The Spirit of God is fove-
reign in his operations ; and we know that he ufes
a great variety ; and we cannot tell how great a va-
riety he may ufe, within the compafsof the rules he
himfelf has fixed. We ought not to limit God -
* wheére he has not limited himfelf. If a work be
" never fo different from what has formetly been, yet
if it agrees in thofe things that the word of God has
iven us, as the diftinguithing figns of a work of his
pirit, thatis fufficient to determine us in its favour.
7. Therefore it is not reafonable to determine that
a work is not the work of God’s fpirit, becaufe of the
extraordinary degree in which the minds of perfons
are influenced. If they feem to have an extraor-
dinary convi&ion of the dreadful nature of fin, and
a very uncommon fenfe of the mifery of it, orex-
traonginary' views of the certainty and glory of
divine things; and are proportionably moved with
very extraordinary affeftions of fear and forrow,
defire, love or joy: orif thie chdnge that feems to
‘be made in perfons be very fudden, ‘and the work
carried on with very unufual {wiftnefs, and the per-
fons that are thus ftrangely affeted are very many,
and many of them are very young ; and alfo be very |
unufual 1n many other circumftances, not infring-
ing upon fcripture marks of a work of the fpirit ;
thefe things are no argument that the work is not a
work. of the Spirit of God, '
The ‘extraordinary degree of influence, if in its.
nature it be agreeable to the rules and marks given
in feripture, is rather an argument in'its favours
for by haw-much the higher gg’ree that is in, whiclk
is in its nature agreeable to the'rule, fo much the
more is there of conformity to the rule, and fo much’
the more evident is that conformity. -
8. There is a great aptnefs in perfons to doubt of
things that are ftrange ; efpecially it is difficult for
- elderly perfons to think that tobe right which they"
Ag have

'
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have been never ufed to, and have not heard of in .

the days of their fathers,  But if it be a good argu-
ment that a work is not from God, becaufe it is
very unufual, then it always was fo, and was {o in
the apoitle’s days. For the work of the Spirit of
God that was wrought then, was carried on in a
manner, that in very many refpelts, was altogether
-new, ‘Lherc were luch things then, as ncither the
Jews, then living, nor their fathers, had ever fecen
or heard. Yea fuch as never had been fince the
world {tood: the work was carricd on with more
vifible and remarkable power than cver had been
before ; never were there feen bejore fuch mighty.
and wonderful cffcéts of the Spirit of Ged, in fuch.
fudden changes, .and fuch great engagednefs. and
zcal in fuch multitudes; fuch a great and fudden
alteration in towns, cities and countries; {uch a
Awift progrefs, and vait cxtent of the work.

And we have reafon from feripture prophecy to’

fuppofe, that.at the commencement of the laft and
greateft out-pouring of the Spirit of God, the man-
ner of the work will be very cxtraordinary, and
fuch as never has yet been feen 5 fo that there thall
be occafion then to fay, as in-Ifai, Ixvi, 8, ¢ Whe
¢ hath heard fuch a thing?- Who hath {cen fuch
* things? Shall the carth be made to bring forth
¢ in one day? Shall a nation be born at once ?
¢ For as foon as Zion travelled, fhe brought forth
% her children.” It may be reafonably cxpcéted
that the extramrdinary manmer of the work then,
will bear fome proportion to the very extraordi-
nary cvents, and that glorious change in the ftate
l(;f the world, God will be about to bring to pafs
1t . T

yg. Secondly, A work is net to be judged oft by
any cffe@s on the bodies of men; fuch as tears,
trembiing, groans, loud outcries, agonics of body,
or the failing of bodily ftrength. The influence the
minds of perfons are under, is not to be judged of
_enc way or the other, whether it be from the Spirit

of God or no, by fuch effefts on'the body; and

the reafon is, becaufe the {cripture no where gives;
- us
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us any fuch rule. We cannot conclude that per.

" {ons are under the influence of the truc {pirit, be-

caufe we fec fuch eflefts upon theirbodics, becaufe
this is not given as a mark of the true {pirit: nor,
on the other hand, lave we any reafon to conclude,
from any fuch outwaid appcarances, that perfons
are not under the influence of the Spirit of God,
becaufe there is no rule of feripture given us to
. Judge of fpirits by, that does cither exprefly or in-
directly exclude fuch eflets on the body ; nor does
reafon exclude them, Itiscalily accounted for from
the nature of divine and eternal things, and the na-
ture of man, and the laws of the union Letween
foul and body, how a true and proper fenfe of
things, fhould have fuch efic&s on the body, even
thoic that are of the moft extraordinary kind ; {fuch
as taking away the bodily ftrength, or throwing the
body into great agonies, and cxtoiting loud out-
cries. Therc are none of us but luppole, that the
milery of hell is fo dreadful, and cternity fo vaf},
that if a peifon fhould have a clear apgrchenfion of
- that mifery as it is, it would be more than hisfeeble
frame could bear; and efpccially, if at the fame
time he faw himfelf in great danger of it, and to be
utterly uncertain whether he fhould be delivered
from it, yea, and to have no fccurity from it one
day or hour. We nced not then wonder, that when
perfons have a very great fenfe of that which is fo
amazingly dreadful, and alfo a great view of their
own wickednefs and God’s anger, things {feem to
them to forcbode immediate deftrution. We fee
the naturc of man to be fuch, that when he is ip
danger of fome calamity that is very terrible to him,
he is ready upon cvery occafion to think that now .
it is coming : as when perfons heats arc full of
fear, in time of war, they are ready to tremble at
the fhaking of a leaf, and to expcét the cnemy
_every minute, and to fay within themfclves, now I
iball be flain. If we fhould fuppofe that a perfon
faw himlelf hanging over a great pit, full of ficrce
and glowing flames, by a thread that he knew to be

very weak, and not {uficicnt long to bear his
. weight,
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weight, and knew that multitudes had been in fuch
circumflances before, and that moft of thcm had
fallen and perifhed : and faw nothing withinreach, -
that he could take hold of to fave him; what dif= -
trefs would he be in ? How ready to think that now
the thread was breaking ; now this minute he thould
be fwallowed up in thefe flames? And would not
he be ready to cry out in fuch circumftances ? How
much more thofe that fee themfelves in this man. -
ner hanging over an infinitely more dreadful pit, or
held over it in the hand of God, whom at the fame
time they fee to be exceedingly provoked? No
wonder they are ready to expeft every moment
when this angry God will let them drop; and no
wonder they cry out of their mifery ; and no won-
der that the wrath of God, when manifefted but a
little to the foul, over-bears human ftrength.

16. So it may eafily be accounted for, how a true
fenfe of the glorious excellency of the Lord Jefus
Chrift, and of his dying love, fhould be fuch as to
overcome the bodily ftrength. We all' ewn, that
no man can fee Gm{ and live; and that it is but a
very {mall part of that apprehenfion of the glory and
love of Chrift, which the faints in heaven enjoy,
that our prefent frame can bear: therefore it is not
at all ftrange that God fhould fometimes give his
faints fuch foretaftes of heaven, as to diminith their -
bodily ftrength. .

11. But fome obje& againft fuch extraordinary
appearances, that we have no inftances of them re- ~
corded in the New Teftament, If this fhould be
allowed, I fee no force in the objeétion, fince nei-
ther reafon, nor any rule of {cripture excludes fuch
things. I do not know that we have any exprefs
mention in the New Teftament of any perfon’s
weeping, or groaning, or fighing, thre’ fear of hell,
ora fenfe of God’s anger ; but 1s there any body fo
~ foolifh as from hence to argue, that in whomfoever

thefe things appear, their conviftions are not from
the Spirit of God ? And the reafon why we do not
argue thus, is, becaufe thefe are eafily accounted

for, from what we know of the nature of man,rand;
: rom



o1
“#rom what the fcriptures inform us in general, con-
cerning the nature of eternal things, and the nature
of the conviftions of God’s {pirit; fo that there is
no necd that any thing fhoukf be faid in particular
concerning thefe external, circumftantial effeéts.
But though they are not particularly recorded, yet
there is great reafon to think, from the general ac-
counts we have, that it could not be otherwife:
and that That great out-pouring of the {pirit which
then was, was not wholly without thofc extraor.
dinary «cficéts on perfons bodics. The Jaylor, in
particular, feems to have been an inftance of that
nature, when he, in the utmoft diftrefs and amaze- ~
ment, came trembling, and fell down before Paul
and Silas ;- his falling down at that time does not
appear adcfigned putting himfelf into a pofture of
fupplication ; for he feems not to have faid any
thing to them then ; but he firft brought them out,
and then he fays to them, ¢ Sirs, what muft I do
¢ to be faved 7’ Aéts xvi. 29, go. The fpalmift
ives account of himfelf crying out aloud, and a yet
?’tronger, of a great weakening of his body, under
conviétions, and a fenfe of the guilt of fin, Pfal.
xxxii. 8, 4. “ When I kept filence my bones waxed
¢ old, through my roaringall the day long ; forday
¢ and night thy hand was heavy upon me,
- ¢ moifture is turned into the drought of fummer.”

12, We read of the difciples, Matt. xiv. 26. that
when they faw Chrift coming to them in the ftorm,
and took him for {fomc terrible cnemy, they cried .
out for fcar: why therefore fhould it be thought -
ftrange, that perfons fhould cry out for fear, when '
Go1 appears to them as their tcrrible cnemy, and- -
they fee themfelves in danger of being fwallowed
up in the bottomlefs gulph of eternal mifery !

13. Itis a weak objcégtion, that the impreflions
Enthufiafts are under, have been wont to have a .
great effeét on their bodies. That the Quakers
ufcd to tremble, is no argument that Paul, and the
Javlor did not tremblc from real conviétions of con-
fcience. Indeed all fuch obje&tions from efleéts on
the body, let them be greater or lefs, fecm to be cx-
: : - ceeding
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ceeding frivolous ; they that argue from hence, are
g y s

going in the dark. They know not what ground .

they go upon, nor what rule they go by, . Theroot
and caufe of things is to be looked at, and the nature
of the operations and affetions that perfons minds
are under, are what are to be enquired into, and ex-
amined by the rule of God’s word, and not the
motions of the blood and animal fpirits,

14. Thirdly, It is no argument that an operation
on the minds of a people, is not the work of the

Spirit of God, that'it occafions a great ado, and a .

. great deal of noife about religion, Forthough true
- religion does not delight in the applaufe of men, yet
fuch is human nature, that it is morally impoflible
there fhould be a great and general concern, and en-
" ‘gagednefs of mind amongft a people, and yet but
little faid or done that fhould be publicly obferva-
ble ; or that it fhould not caufe a vifible and open
commotion and alteration amongft that people.
Surely, it is no drgument that the minds of per-
“fons are not under the influence of God’s fpirit, that
they are very much moved. For eternal things are
fo great, and of fuch vaft concern, that there is
great abfurdity in men’s being but moderately

moved by them. And when was there ever any’

fuch thing fince the world flood, as a people in ge-
neral being greatly affeéted in any affair whatfo~
ever, without noife or ftir ? The nature of man.will
not allow it. o
15. Indeed Chrift fays, Luke xvii. 20, ¢ The
¢ kingdom "of God cometh not with obferva-

¢ tion:’ that is, not with outward and vifible
9

pomp. And yet it {hall not be fet up in the world,
on the ruins of Satan’s kingdom, without a mighty
change in the ftate of things ; to the obfervation and
' aftonifhment of the whole world, Thisis declared
in the prophecies of fcripture, and by Chrift him-
felf,:in this very place, 1n his own explanation of
thofe very words, ver. 24. ¢ For as the lightning
¢ that lighteth out of one part under heaven, fhineth
¢ unto the other part under heaven, fo fhall alfo the
¢ Son of Man be in his day,” Thisis to diftinguifh

.  Chrift’s
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Chrift’s coming to fet up his kingdom, from the
coming of falfe chrifts, which he tells us will be in
a private manner in the deferts, and in the fecret
chambers, whereas this event fhould be open and
public, in the fight of the whole world, like lightn-
ing that cannot be hid, but glares in every one’s
eyes, and fhines from one fide of heaven to the
other. ' :

Accordingly we find, that when Chrift’s king«
dom came, iy that remarkable pouring out of the
fpirit in the apoftle’s days, it occafioned a great ftir
and ado every where. What a mighty oEpoﬁtion
was there in Jerufalem, on occafion of .that great
effufion of the fpirit there ? And fo what great ado
in Samaria, Antioch, Ephefus, Corinth, and other
places, the affair filled the world with noife, and
gave occafion to fome to fay of the apoftle, that
¢ they had turned the world upfide down.” Aés
xvii. 6.° ’ '

16. Fourthly, It i§ no argument that an opera-
tion on the minds of a people, is not the work of
the Spirit of God, that many who are the fubjeéts.
of it, have great impreflions on their imaginations,
That perfong have many impreflions on their ima-
ginations, does not prove that they have nothing
elfe. It is eafy to be accounted for, that there -
fhould be much of this nature amongft a people,
where a great multitude of all kinds of conftitutions.
have their minds engaged, with intenfe thought and
ftrong affeftion, about thofe things that are invifible, .
Yea, it would be ftrange if there fhould not. We
cannot think of things invifible, without a degree
of imagination.. I dare appeal to any man, whe--
" ther he is able to fix his thoughts on Chrift, or the.)
things of another world, without imaginary idcas
attending his meditations? And the more engaged 3
the mind is, the more_lively and ftrong will the ..
imaginary idea ordinarily be; efpecially when the
contemplation is attended .with "any thing of fur-,
prize. As when the view a perfon has it new,
and takes ftrong hold of the paﬂ}:ons, either fear or
joy 5 and-when the change 1s fudden, from a con-
- o . - . trary
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trary extreme, as from that which wds extremel
dreadful, to that which is cxtremecly delightful,

And it is no wonder that many perfons do not well . -

diftinguith between that which is imaginary, and .
that which is intelle€tual and fpiritual; and that
they are apt to lay too much weight on the imagi-
nary part, and arc moft ready to {peak of that in
the account they give of their experiences, elpeci- .
ally perfons of lefs underftanding. o
17. As God has given us {uch a faculty as the
imagination, and has.fo made us, that we cannot
think of things fpiritual and invifible, without fome -
exercife of this faculty, fo it appears to me, that-
-this is really helpful to the other faculties of the
mind, when a proper ufe is made of it, though often,
when the imagination is ftrong, and the other fa-
- culties weak, it over bears them, And it appeais’
to me manifcft in many inftances, that God hath
made ufe of this faculty to truly divine purpofes ;.-
ofpecially in fome that are mor¢ ighqvdnt : he {cems
to condefcend: to their circumftances, and deal with.
them as babes’; as of old hc inftruéted his church
whilec in a ftate of ignorance and minority, by tipes
and outward rcprelentations, I can fee nothing
unreafonable in fuch a fuppolition. Lect others that
have much occafion to dca?with fouls in fpiritual

concerns, judge whether experience do not con -

firm it, v
18. Fifthly, Itis no fign that a work wrought on
‘the minds of people is not from the Spirit of God,
that example is made ufc of as a great means of -it,
It is furcly no argument that an effeét is not from
God, that means arc made ufc of in producing it;
and it is no more an argument, that this mcans is
made ufe of, than if it was any other means, It is
agreeable to fcripture that perfons fhould be influ-
enced by one another’s good example : the ferip-
ture dire&s us to fet good examples to that end,
Matt, v. 16, 1 Pet. iii, 1. 1 Tim. iv. 12, Tit,
ii.7. and alfo dircéts us to be influenced by the good
examples that others fet, and to follow them,
2 Cor, viii. 1—7. Heb, vi. 12. Phil. iii. 17.
1 Cor, iv, 16, and chap, xi, 1, 2 Thefl. iii. .
i ' ‘ 1 Thefl,
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tg. An& as'this is a feriptural Way of carrying on
Gop’s Work, foit is a reafonable Way. Itisno Ar-
gument that Men are not influenced by Reafon, that
they are influenced by Example. This Way of Per-
fons holding forth Truth to one another, hasa Ten-
dency to enlighten the Mind, and to convince Rea-
fon. None will deny, but that for Perfons to fignify
Things one to another &y Words, may rationally tend:
to enlighten their Minds. But the fame Thing may
be fignified 5y 4&ioms, and that more fully and effectu-
ally. Words are of no Ufe but as they convey our
Ideas to others; and this, A&ions, in fome Cafes,
may do more fully. Thefe isa Language in AQions{;
and infome Cafes, much more clear and convincing
than in Words.

It is therefore o Argument againft the Goodnefs

of the Effe&, that one affe&ts and firs up another 3
or'that Perfons are greatly affeted by feeing others -

~fo; yea, tho’the Impreflion that is made upon them
thould be only by feeing the Tokgns of extraordinary
Affection in others,- without hearing them fay one
Word. There may be a Language fufficient in their
Behavioar only, to convey their Minds to others, and
to fignify to them the fenfe of Thingsthey have, more
than can poflibly be done by Words. If a Perfon fhould;
“fee ahothcr‘undyer fome extreme bodily Torment, he
might receive much'more convincing Evidence what
he fuffered, by his A&ions in his Mifery, than he
could do by the Words of a Relator. In Iike manner,
he might receive a greater Idea of any thing that is
delightful, from th'e%ehaviour of one that is in actual
Enjoyment, than by the Narration of another. I
defire this Matter may be examined by the frictelt
Reéafon. : ,

20. There never yet was a great Revival of Re- .
“ligion, but that Example had 2 main Hand in it. So it :
“was in the Time of the Reformation, and fo it evi-
_dently was in that great Out-pouring of the Spirit that

was in the Apoftle’s Days, in Ferufalem, and Samaria
and Epbefus, and other Parts of the World ; as will
be moft manifeft to any one that attends to the Ac-
counts we have in the Ag: of the Apofties ; asin ;l)\ofé

ays
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Days one Perfon was moved by another, fo one City
or Town was influenced by the Example of another,
v Theff i 7, 8. Suthat ye were Enjamples to all that
bclicve in Macedonia and Achaia, fir from you founded out
the Word of the Lord, not onlyin Macedonia and Achia, but
zlﬂ in every Place your Faith to God-ward is fpread a-
road. .
And it is foretold, that the Work of Gop fhould
be carried on very much by this Means, in the laft
great Out-pouring of the Spirit, that fhould introduce
the glorious Day of the Church, fo often fpoken of in
.Scripture, Zech, viii. 21, 22, 23. And the Inbabitants
of one City fball go to another, [aying, Letusgo fpeedily
80 pray befire the Lord, and to fick the Lord of Hofts; 1
will go alfo. “Yea many People, and firong Nations fball
¢come to feck the Lord of Hofts in Ferufalem, and to pray
before the Lord. Thus [aith the Lord of Hofts, in thofe
.Days it fball come to pafs, that ten Men foall take bold,
* out of all Languages of the Nations, eyen fball take bold of
the Skirt of bim that is a Few, [aying, We will go with
you, for we bave beard that GOD is with you.

21. Sixthly, It is no Sign that a Work that is
wrought amongft a People is not from the Spirit of
Gono, That many that feem to be the Subjels of it, are
guilty of great Imprudences and Irregularities in their

) CmJZ[I. It is no Wonder at all, thatin a mixt Mul-
titude of all Sorts, wife and unwife, young and old,
who are under ftrong Impreflions of Mind, there are

many that behave themfelves imptudently. There
are {ut few that know how to condut them under
vehement Affetigns of any kind ; to do fo requires

a great deal of Difcretion, and Strength and Steadi-

pefs of Mind. A thoufand Imprudences won’t prove

a Work not to be the Work of the Spirit of Gob ;

yea, if there be not only Imprudences, but many

Things prevailing that are irreiular, and really con-

trary to the Rules of Gop’s holy Word. That it
fhould be thus may be well accounted for from the
exceeding Weaknefs of human Nature, together with

the remaining Darknefs and Corruption of thofe that -

are yet the Subjeéts of the faving Influences of Gop’s
Spirit. W
e

e e
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We have a remarkable Inftance in the New Tefta-
ment, of a People that partook largely of that great
Effufion of the Spirit, among whom there neverthe-
Iefs abounded Imprudences and great Iyregularities ;
and that is the Cerinthians. ‘There is {carce any
Church more celebrated in the New Teftament for
being bleffed with large Meafures of the Spirit of
Gop; yet what manifold Imprudences, yea finful
Irregularities, and ftrange Confufion did they run in-
to, at the Lord’s Supper, in other Parts of public
Worthip, in Contention about their Teachers, and
even in the Exercife of their extraordinary Gifts, tho’
they fpake and acted by the immediate Infpiration of
the Spirit of Gop.™ '

22. Nay, if we fee great Imprudences, and even,
finful Irregularities in fome that are employed as great
Inftruments to carry on the Work, it won’t prove it
not to be the Work of Gop. 'The Apoftle Perer him-
felf, one of the chief Inftruments of fetting up the
Chriftian Charch in the World, when he was acu-
ally engaged in this Work, was guilty of a great and
finful Error in his Conduét; of which the Apottle
Payl fpeaks, Gal. ii. 11, 12, 13. But when Peter was
eome to Antioch, I withflood bim to- the Face, becaufe
be was to be blamed.  For before that certain came
Jrom Fames, be did eat with the Gentiles, but when
#hey were come, be withdrew, and feparated bimfelf,
Jearing them that were of the Circumcifion : and the
other Jews aiffembled likeife with bim ;5 infomuch that
Barnabas alfo was carried away with their Diffimulation.
Now if the great Pillar of the Chriftian Church was
guilty of fuch ap Irregularity, is it any Wonder if o-
ther lefler Inftruments fhould be guilty of many lrre-
gularities ? .

23. And here in particular, it is'no Evidence that
a Work is not the Work of Gop, if many that are
the Subjedts of it, or Inftrumerits to carry it on, are
guilty of too great a Forwardnefs to cenfure others as
unconverted, either not duly apprehending the Lati-
tade the Spirit of Gop ufes in the Methods of his
Operations, . or for Want of making due Allowance
) for



. (16)
for that Infirmity and Corruption that may be left in
the Hearts of true Believers.
It is obfervable that there never was a Time of

great Reformation, a Spirit of Zea/ in the Church of -

Gob, but that it has been attended with Irregularity,
running out fome Way or other into an undue Seve-
rity. ‘Thus in the Apoftle’s Days, a great deal of
Zeal was fpent about unclean Meats, both Parties
condemning one another, while St. Pax/ had Charity
for both: He that ¢ats, {fays he, to the Lord be ea:s,
and giveth God Thanks ; and %e that eateth mit, to the
Lord be eateth not, and giveth God Thanks.  So in the
Church of Corinth, they had got into a Way of ex
tolling fome Minifters, and cenfuring others, and
were puffed up for one againft another : but yet thefe
“Things were no Sign that the Work then carried on,
was not the Work of Gopo. After this, when Reli-
gion was ftill flourifhing in the World, and a Spirit
of eminent Holinefs prevailed, the Zeal of Chriftian§
run out into a very improper Severity, in the Exercife
of Church Difcipline towards Delinquents. And in
that glorious Revival of Religion, in the Time of the.
Reformation, Zeal in many Inftances appeared ina
very improper Severity, and even a Degree of Perfe-
cution. Yea in fome of the moft eminent Reformers ;-
as in the great Ca/vin in particular : and many were

guilty of feverely cenfuring others that differed from,

them in Opinion.

24. Seventhly, nor are many Errors in Fudzment,,

‘and Jome Delufions of Satan intermixed with the Work,
( any Argument that the Work in general is not the
‘Work of the Spirit of Govo. If mafiy Delufions of
Satan appear at the fame Time that a great religious
i Concern prevails, it is not an Argument that the
: Waork in general is not the Work of Gop, any more

; than it was an Argument in Egspt, that there were no

! true Miraclgés wrought there, by the Hand of Gobng
- becaufe Fawnes and Fambres wraught falfe Miracles at
- the fame Time by the Hand of the Devil. Yea, the
/ fame Perfons may he the Subjefts of much of the

/ Influences of the Spirit of Gop, gnd yet in fome -

Things
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Things be led away by the Delufion of the Devil:
And this is no more a Paradox than many: other
Things that are true of real Believers, in the prefent
State, where Grace dwells with {fo much Corruption
remaining for a While together in the fame Heart,
* many good Men have undoubtedly, in this and other
Ages, expofed themfelves to grievous Delufions, by an
Aptnefs to lay too much Weight on Impulfes and Im-
preflions, as if they were immediate Revelations from
Gop, to fignify fomething future, or to direft them
where to go, and what to de. .
. 25. Eighthly, if fome fa/! away in’o grofs Errers,
" o feamdalous Praftices, it is no Argument that the
Work in general is not the Work of the Spirit of
Gop.  That there are fome Counterfeits is no Argu-
ment that nothing is true 3 fuch Things are always
expected in a Time of Reformation. 1f we look into
Church Hiftory, we fhall find no Inftance of a great Re~
vival of Religion, but what has been attended with
many fuch Things : inflances of this Nature in the
Apottle’s Days were innumerable, both of thofe that
fell away into grofs Herefies, and alfo vile Pradtices.
And they were not only private Chriftians, but Teach-
ers-and Officers, and eminent Perfons in the Chriftian
_ Church ; and fome whom Gop had endowed with
. miraculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoft. ,
_ AnInftance of this Nature was Nizo/zs, one of the
feven Deacons, who was looked upon by the Chrif-
tians in JFerufslem, as a Man full of the Holy Ghott,
and was chofen out of the Multitude of Chriftians te
that Office, for that Reafon; as you may fee in 4fs
vi. 3, 5. yet he afterwards fell away, and became the
Head of a2 Se& of vile Heretics, of grofs Prattices,
" called from his Name the Se& of the Nico.sitans,
Rev. ii. 6, and 135.

So in the Time of the Reformation frem Popery,
how. great was the Number of thofe that for a while'’
feemed to join with the Reformers, that fell away in-
to the grofleft and moft abfurd Errors and abominable
Praltices ? . .

And it is particularly obfervable, that in Times of
.great pouring out of the Spirit to revive Religion in

: B the
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the World, a Number of thofe that for a while feem-
ed to partake in it, have fallen off into whimfical and
extravagant Errors, boafting of high Degrees of Spix.
rituality, and condemning others as carnal. Thus it
was with the Guoftics in the Apoftles Times; and thus
" it was with the feveral Se@s of Arababtifls in the Time *
- of the Reformation. And fome of the Leaders of thofe
wild Enthufiafts, had been for a while highly eiteem’d
by the firt Reformers. :
And fo in the Beginning of New-Eng/and, when
vital Piety flourithed, fuch Things as thefe broke out.
‘Therefore the Devil’s fowing fuch Tares is no Proof
that a true Work of the Spirit of Gob is not carried
on.
26. Ninethly, It isno Argument thata Work is net
from the Spirit of Goo, That is it promoted by Minifiers
infifting very much on the Terrors of Gid's boiy Low, end
2hat with a great deal of Pathos and Earnefinefs. If there
be really a Hell of dreadful and never-ending Tor-
ments, which Multitues are in gréat Danger of, and
which the bigger Part of Men in Chriitian Coun-
tries do aétually from Generation to Generation fall
into, for Want of a Senfe of the Terriblenefs of it,
and their Danger, and fo for Want of taking due Care
10 avoid it; then why is it not proper for thofe that
have the Care of Souls to take great Pains to makes
Men fenfible of it? why fhould not they be told as
much of the Truth as can be? if I am in Danger of
going to Hell, I fhould be glad to know as much as
poflible I can.of the Dreadfulnefs of it: If I am very
prone to neglet due Care to avoid it, he does me the
beft Kindnefs, that does moft to reprefent to me the
Truth of the Cafe, that fets forth my Mifery and Dan-
ger in the livelieft Manner.
I appeal to every one here, whether this is not the
- very Courfe they would take in cafe of any great tem-
porary Calamity? if any of you that are Heads of
Families faw one of your Children in an Houfe that
was all on Fire, that feemzd infenfible of its Danger,
and negleéied to efcape, after you had ofen called to
it, would you go.on to fpeak in a cold and indifferent
Manper ! would not youw cry aloud, and rcprefe:t
the

v ' A o ‘AEV ;
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the Danger it was in, and the Folly in delaying, in
the moft lively Manner you was capable of ? if you
" fhould continue to speak to it only in a cold Manner,
as you are wont to do in ordinary Converfation abput
ind:ffzrent Matters, would not thofe about you begin
to think you were bereft of Reafon yourfelf? It is
not the Way of Mankind, in temporal Affairs of
at Moment, that require earncft Heed and great
Hatfte, to fpeak to others of *their Danger, and warn
them but a little; and when they doit at all, ina
cold indifferent Manner: nature teaches Men other.
wife. If then we that have the Care of Souls, knew
what Hell was, had feen the State of the Damned,
or by any other Means, became fenfible how dread. -
ful their Cafe was; and at the fame Time knew that
the bigger Part of Men went thither, and faw our
Hearers in iminent Danger, and yet infenfible of
their Danger, it would be morally impoffible for us
to avoid moft earneftly fetting before them the Dread-
fulnefs of that Mifery they were in Danger of, and
warning them to fly from it. '
27. When Minifters preach of Hell, and warn Sin-
ners to avoid it, in a cold Manner, tho’ they may fay
in Words that it is infinitely terrible ; yet (if we look
on Language as a Communication of our Minds to
4 others) they contradi themfelves; for A&ions, as. I
obferved before, have a Language as well as Words,
And at the fame time tbat-iguch a Preacher's Words
reprefent the Sinner’s State as infinitely dreadful, if
" his Behaviour and manner of fpeaking contradi&t i,
he defeats his own Purpofe ; for the Language of his
Adtions, is much more effetual than the bare Signifi-
cation of his Words. o
Not that I think the Law only fhould be preathed :
Minifters may preach other Things too litde. The
Gofpel is to be preached as well as the Law, and the
Law is to be preached only to make Way for the Gof-
pel. So that a Minifter ought not to infift fo much on
the Terrors of the Law, as to forget his End, and
negle to preach the Gofpel. But yetthe Law isvery
much to be infifted on, and the preaching of the Gof-
pel is like to be in vain without it, '

«
Indeed
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Indecd fome talk of it as am unreafonable Thing
to think to fright Perfons to Heaven. Bat [ think it

*is a reafonable Thing to endeavour to fright Perfons
away from Hell, that ftand upon the Brink of it, and
are juft ready to fall into it, and are fenfelefs of their
Danger, It is a reafonable Thing to fright a Perfon
out of an Houfe on Fire. The Word Fright is com-
monly ufed for fudden, caufelefs Fear, or groundlefs
Surprize; but furely a jult Fear, that there is good
Reafon for, tho’ it be very great, is not to be fpoken
againft under any fuch Name.

28. Having thus fhown, in fome Inftances, what are
not Evidences that a Work wrought among a People,
is not a Work of the Spirit of Gob,

. I proceed in the Second Place, to fhew pofitively

what are the fure, diftinguithing, Scripture Evidences
and Marksof a Work of the Spirit of Gop, by which
we may proceed in judging of any Operation we find
in ourfelves, or fec among a People, without Danger
of being mifled.

And in this, as I faid before, .I fhall confine myfelf
wholly to thofe Marks which are given by the Apoftle
in this Chapter, where this Matter is particularly
handled, and more plainly and fully than any where
elfe in the Bible. And in fpeaking to thefe Marks, I
q:all take them in the Order in which I find them in
the Chapter. )

Firft, when that Spirit that is at Work amongft a
People is obferved to raife their Efteem of that Jesus
that was born of the Virgin, and was crucified with-
out the Gates of Feryjalem ; and to confirm their
Minds in the Truth of what the Gofpel declares,
of his being the Son of Gop, and the Saviour of
Men; itisa fure Sign that that Spiritis of Goo. This
Sign the Apoflle gives us in the 2d and 3d Verfes.
Hereby kuow ye the Spirit of God 3 “every Spirit that con-

[fiffesh that Fefas Chrift is come in the Flefb, is of God s
and every Spirit that confeflath nat that Fe.us Cobriff is
come in the Flefb, is nat of God. 'Thisimplies a confeffin
not only that there was f{uch a Perfon who did an
fuffered thofe Things that are recorded of him, but
that that Perfon was Cur1sT, i. 2. the Son of Gop, the
s Anointed
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Anointed of Gop to be Lord and Saviour. That thus
much is implied, is confirmed by the 15th Verfe,
* where the Apotftle is fill on:the fame Subject of Signs
of the true Spirit : Whofocver foall confefs that Fejus
is the Som of Guod, God dwelleth in bim, and be in
God.

And it is to be obferved that the Word confefs, as
it is often ufed in the New Teftament, fignifies more
than merely allowing : It implies an Eitablithing a
Thing by Teftimony, and declaring it with Efteem
and Affe@ion; fo Mart. x. 32. Whojoever fball confefs
me before Men, bim will I confefs before my Father which
is iw Heaven. Rom. xvi. 9. 1 will confe/s to thee among
the Gentiles, and fing unto thy Name. And Phil. ii 1.
That every Tongue may confifs that Fifus Chriff is Lord,
20 the Glory of God the Fatber. . And that this is the
Force of the Expreflion here, is confirmed by that
“other Place in the fame Epiftle, in the next Chapter,
at the 1ft Verfe, Whofoever believeth that JFefus is the
Cbrif?, is born of God 5 and every one that leveth bhim
that begat, loveth bim alfo that is begotten of bim. And
by that parallel Place of the Apoftle Pax/, where we -
have the fame Rule given to diftinguifh the true
Spirit from all Counterfeits, 1 Cor.xii. 3. Where-
Sire I give you to underfiond, that no Man [peaking
&y thke Spirit of God, callesh JFcfus accurfed, (or will
fhew an ill or mean Efteem of him) axd that ma
Bl;l/t} can fay that JFefus is the Lord, hut by the Hsly
Ghef?, - .

So that if the S%irirwhich is at work among a
People, is plainly obferved to work after that Man.
ner, as to convince them of CHr1sT, and lead them
to CHrisT ; to confirm their Minds in the Belief that
he is the Son of Gop, and was fent of Gob to fave
Sinners, and that he is the only Saviour, and that they .
ftand in great Need of him; and to beget in them
higher Thoughts of him than they ufed-to have, and
to incline their Affe@ions miore to him; it is a fure-
Sign.that it is the true and right Spirit.

29. But the Wards of the Apoftle are remarkable.?
the Perfon the Spirit gives Teftimony to, and to whom
‘he raifes their Efteem, muft be that Jesvs 2bat aps
peared
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peared in the Flefs, and not another Curisr in his
Stead ; nor any myftical, fantaftical Curist within,

" which diminithes their Efteem of, and Dependance

upon an outwrrd CurisT, or Jesus as he came in the
Fleth, and leads them off from him. But the Spirit
that gives Teftimony for that Jesus, and leads to hinm,
can be no other than the Spirit of Gobo. .

The Devil has the moft bitter and implacable En-

" mity againft that Perfon, efpecially in his Charatter of

the Saviour of Men. He mortally hates the Doétrine
of his Redemption ; he never would go about to be-
get in Men more honourable Thoughts of him, and
{o to incline them more to fear him, and *lay greater
Weight on his Inftra&ions and Commands. The Spi-
rit that inclines Mens Hearts to the Sced of the Wo-
man, is not the Spirit of the Serpent. He that heigh-
tens Mens Efteem of the glorious Michael, that Prince
of the Angels, is not the Spirit of the Dragon thatis at
War with him.

30. Secondly, When the Spirit that is at work ope-
rates againft the Intereft of Satan’s Kingdom, which lies
in effablibing Sin, and cberifbing Mins worldly Lufls 5
this is a fure Sign that it is a true, and not a falfe Spi-
rit. "This Sign is given in the 4tk and sth Verfes. 22
are of God, little Children, and bave overcome them 5 be-
canie greater is be that is in you, than be that is in the
Werld. They are of the Wirld, therefore [peak they of
the World, and the World boareth them. Here it 13
evident the Apoftlé is flill comparing thofe that are
influenced by the two oppefite Kind of Spirits, the
true and the falfe, and fhewing the Difference ; the
enc are of Gop, and overcome the Spirit of the
World; the other are of the World, and {peak and
favour the Things of the World, The Spirit of the

"Devil is here called. He thatisinthe World. Curist

fays, My Kingdom is not of this Werld. Batit is other-
wife with Satan’s Kingdom; he is the God of this
World, '

What the Apoftle means by the World, or the

~ Yhings of the World, we learn by his own Words, in

the 2d Chapter. Love wot the World, neither the
Tbhngs that are in the World: if any Man love the Worg“,'
8,
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the Love of the Father is not.in bim: _for all that is in
the World, the Luf} of the Flefb, and the Luft of the
Eyes, and the Pride of Life, is not of the Fatber, but is
of the World. Sothat by the World the Apoftle evi-
dently means every thing that appertains to Sin, all
the Corruptions and Lufts of Men, and all thofe Aéts
and Obje&ts by which they are gratified. In thefe
Things lies the Intereft of his Kingdom, who is e
Spirit that isin the Wirld. ,

So that me may fafcly determine, the Spirit which
works after fuch a Manner, as to lefien Mens Efteem
of the Pleafures,  Profits and Honours of the World,
to take off their Hearts from thefe Things ; and to
engage them in a deep Concern about eternal Happi-
nets’; which puts them upon earneft feeking the King-
.dom of Gob and his Righteoufnefs, and convinces
them of the Dreadfulnefs of Sin; I fay, the Spiritthat -
operates after fuch a Manner, muft needs be the Spirit
of Gop. ..

It is not to'be fu‘ppofed that Satan would go about
to convince Men of Sin, and awaken the Confcience.
It can no Way ferve his End, to make the Candle of -
the Lord fhine the brighter, and to open the Mouth
of that Vicegerent of Gop in the Soul. Would the
Devil, when he is about to eftablith Men in Sin, wa-
ken the Coufcience to fee the Dreadfulnefs of it,
make them excsedingly fenfible. of their Mifery by
Reafon of their paft Sins, and their great Need of
Deliverance from the Guilt of them, and more care-
ful, inquifitive and watchful to difcern what s finful,
and to avoid future Sins; and fo more afraid of the
Devil’s Temptations, and careful to guard againft them?
what do thofe Men do with their Reafon, who fuppofe
that the Spirit that operates thus, is the Spirit of the
Devil ?

31. Poffibly fame may fay, that the Devil may
awaken Mens Confciences to deceive them, and make
them think they are of Gop, while they are indeed
in the Gall of ‘Bitternefs. But to this 1t may be re-
plied, that the Man that has an awakened Confci-
gnce is the leaft likely to be deceived of any Man in

the
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the World : it is the drowfy, infenfible, ftupid Con™
fcience, that is moft eafily blinded. - The more fen-
-fible Confcience is in adifeafed Soul, the lefs eafily is
it quieted without a real Healing. The more fenfible
Conf{cience is made of the Dreadfalnefs of Sin, and of
the Greataefs of a Man’s own Guilt, the lefs likely is
he to reft in his own Righteoufnefs, or to be pacified
with Shadows. A Man that has been thoroughly ter-
rified with a Senfe of his Danger and Mifery, is not
eafily flattered and made to believe himfelf fafe, with-
out good Grounds. .

To awaken Confcience, and convince of the Evil of
Sin, cannot then tend to eftablith Sin, but certainly
tends to make way for Sin and Satan’s being caft out.
Therefore this is agood Argument that the Spirit that

eperates thus, can't be the Spirit of* the Devil ; if

€urist knew how to argue, who told the Pbari/ees,
Phat fuppofed the Spirit he wrought by, Wwas the Spi-
rit of the Devil, that Satan wounld not caft out-Satan,
Matt. xii. 25, 26.

‘And therefore, if we fee Perfons made fenfible of

.

the dreadful Natureof Sin, and of the Difpleafure of -

Gob againt it, earneftly concerned for their etérnal
Salvation, fenfible of their Need of Gon’s Help, and
engaged to féck it in the Ufe of the Means that Gop
‘has appointed, we tay certainly conclude this is from
the Spirit of Gop ; whatever Effe&s this concern has
on their Bodies ; tho’ it caufes them to cry out aloud,
or to fhriek, or to faint, or tho’ it throws them into
Convalfions, er whatever other Way the Blood and
Spirits are moved. )
‘The Influence of the Spirit of Gob is yet more a:
bundantly manifeft, if Perfons have their Hearts draw»
off - from the World, and wean’d from the Objefts of
their worldly Lufts, and taken off from worldly Pur-
fuits, by the Senfe they have of the Excellency of di-
vine Things, and the Effettion they have to thofe {pi-
ritual Enjoyments of another World, that are promifed
m the Gofpel.
32. Thirdly, That Spirit which operates in fuch
8 Manner, as- to- caufe in Men a greater Regard Za
' : the
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the Holy Scriptures, and cfiahlifbes them more in their

Truth axd Divinity, is certainly the Spirit of Gob.’

This Rule the Apoftle gives us in the 6th Verfe :
We are of GOD, be that knoweth GOD hbeareth us :
He that- is not of GOD, beareth not us : Hereby know

we the Spirit of Truth, and the Spirit of Erner, We.

are of GOD ; that is, ¢« We the Apoftles, are fent

¢ forth of Gop, and apointed of him, to teachthe

¢“ World, aad to deliver that Doétrine, thofe In-
¢« ftrutions that are to be their Rule; therefore e
6 that kneweth GOD, beareth us, &c."

in the fame Senfe are of GOD, that.is, all thofe
‘whom Gobp appointed to deliver to his Church its
Rule of Faith and Prattice ; all the Prophets and A-

poftles, whofe'Doétrine Gop has made the Founda-.
tion on which he has built his Church. -The Devil.
ever wounld go about‘to beget in Perfons a Regard:

to that divine Word, -which Gop hath given to be

the great and ftanding Rule for the Direttion of his:

Church in all Ages. A Spirit of Delufion won’t in-
cline Perfons to feek Dircg.
To the Low and to the. Teflimony, is never theCry of

thofe evil Spirits that bave m0 Light in them.;. It is,

Goo’s own Direétion to difcover their Delufions,. Ja.

" Vil 19. 20. And, when théy pall fay wuto you, Seck.

unto them that have familiar Spirits ; emewm 70 the Lots,
and to the Teflimony: if they [peak mot according to this
Word, it is becauje there is o Light .in them. The,
Devil don’t fay the fame as Abrabam did, They bage,

Mofes and the. Prophets, let them bear them : nor the

fame that the Voice from Heaven did concerning
Curist, Hear yebim. Wonld the Spirit of Error, in.
order to deceive Men, beget in them an high Opini-
on of the infallible Rule, and incline them to think
much of it, and be very converfant with it? would
the Prince of Darknefs, in order to promote his King.:
dom of Darknefs, lead Men to the Sun ? the Devil
has ever fhown a mortal Hatred towards that holy.
Book, the Bible : he has done all that has been in his
Power to extinguith that Light, and to draw Men off

C Lo from

The A-.
poftle’s Argument in the Verfe equally reaches all that.

ion at the Mouth of Gop ~
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from.it: he knows that it is that Light by which his.
Kingdom of Darknefs is.to be overthrown. He haa
had for many. Ages Experience of its Power to de-
feat his Purpofes, and bafle his Defigns : it is his,
conftant Plague: it is the main Weapon which Mi-
cbael ufes in his War with him, : it is the Sword, of
the Spirit that pierces him, and comquers him.: it is
that great, ana fore and firong Sward, with which Gep-
punifFes Leviathan, that crooked Serpemti It ia that:
fharp Sword that we nead of, Rer. Xix. 15. that pro-

cesds out of the Mowth of bim that fat en the Horfe,

with which he {mites hizs Enemies. Every Text is a;
Dart to torment the old Serpent: he has fels the
fRinging. Smart thoufands of Times; thevefore:he. is:
enraged atga.inﬁ the Bible, and hates every Word. in
it : and therefore we may be fure that he never wilk
go about to raife Perfons Bfteem of i, or Affections
to it. And accordingly we fee it to be common.in En-
thufiafts, to depreciate this. written Rule, and fetup:
fome other Rule above it. :

33. Fourthly, Another Rule to judge of Spirits
may be drawn from thofe oppofite Compellations gi-.
gen to the two oppofite Spirits, in the laft Words of
the 6th Verfe, Tb¢ Srrr1T oF TRUTH, and the Ski-
aiT oF Error. ‘'Thefe Wiords exhibit the two-op-.
pofite Charaers of the Spirit of Gop, and other Spi-
rits. And therefore, if we fee that a Spirit operates:
as a Spirit of Trath, leading Perfons to Zrath, con-
vincing them of thofe Things that are tues, we
may fafely determine it is a right and trwe Spirit. As
for Inftance, if we obferve that the Spirit which is at

Work, makes Men more fenfible than they.ufed ta be,.
- that there isa Gop, and that he is a great Gop, and
a juft Gop ; and make them more to realize it, thav
they muft die, that Life is fhort, and. very- unger-.
tain ; that there is another Werld ; that they have
immortal Souls, and that they muft give Account of
themfelves to Gep ; if it convincas them that they are
exceeding finfal by Nature and Praltice : and thae
they are helplefs in themfelves ; and confirms -them
in other-things that are-agreeable to-found Db&ﬁl:; :

<~ _ the
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ahe ‘Spirit that works thus, operates as a Spirit -6f
‘T'rath : e reprefents things as-they are indeed : he
‘brings Men to.the Light ; 'andswe'may conclude, that
3t is not the Spirit of Darknefs that doth thus 4i/corr
and-make manifefl the Truth.

34. Rifthly, If the Spirit that is at work among a
People operates-as a Spirit of Love te GOD and Mazn,
it 4s a {ure Sign'that it is the Spirit of Gop. This Sign -
the Apeftle infifts upon from the 6th Verfe to the End
of the Chapter: Beloved, ot as hove ane anvlber 5 for
Love isof GO D, and every ove that loveth is born of
GOD, and knoweth GOD : ke thut hovth not, kroweth
‘wot GOD, for GOD is Lsve, &e. Hereit is evident,
thatthe Apofte iy ftill.comparing - thofe ‘two. forts ‘of
Rerfons that are inflaenced by the oppofite kinds of
Opirits ; end meations Love as a Mark by which
we may know who has ‘the true Spisit: But this
-5 efpecially evident by the azth and 13th Verfes,
-If'we.loge Wne amitber, G O:D.dweleth in ~ss, uud -bis
Love isperfefied in w5 : berely know we that we dewell
in bim, and be in us, Becaufe be bath given us of
this Spivlt. Inthefe Verfes Love is fpoken-of as if it
'were that whereitt-the very Natare of the Holy Spi-
zit confifted ; oy, as if divine Love dwelling inus,
-and the ‘8pitit-of Gop dwelling inus, weére the fame
Thing ; ‘us it is alfo in the twu laft Verfes of the fore-
oing Chapter, and in the 16th Verfe of this. There
Hfore this-lat Mark he feems to {peak of as the moft
erainent ; and o infifts much mere largely npon it
than-upon all the reft ; and fpeaks exprefly of both
. iLove to'Gop and Men ; of Love to Men,-in ‘the 7tb,
11th, and 13th Verfes; and of Love1o-G O D, in the
‘17th, 18th and zgth"Verfes;. and of both. together,
‘in the two laft Verfes ; :and of -Love to Men, as arifibg
from -Love to G O D, in thefe two ldft Verfes. -
Therefore, when the:Spirit that is at work amongh
2 People, works in-them a delightfal Senfe-of the Ex-
ellency of Jesus Camist 5 reprefenting him -as the
- Chief among ten thoufand, ‘altogetlter lovely, and
makeshim precious €o:the Soul ;' winhing and draw-
ing the Heart with tlie wanderful, fice Love of Gop

in
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in givipg his only begotten Son to die for us, and the
wonderful dying Love of CurisT to us, who had no
Love to him, but were his Enemies, as ver. g, 10,
In this was manifified the Love of GO D towards us,
becaufe that GOD yent bis only begotton Som into the
Worldy that we might kive through bim. Herein is
Love 5 not that we lwed GO D, but that be loved us,
and fent bis Son to be the Propitiation for our S ns.  And-
ver. 16.  And we bave known, and believed the Love .
that GOD bath to us. And ver. 19. We love bim,
" becaufe be firfl loved us: When the Spirit exeites to
Love on thefe Motives, and makes the Soul to lon
after Gop and Curist, and te live fo as to plea
and honour them; and alfe quells Contentions amon
"Men, and gives a Spirit of Peace and Good-will, ex-
cites to A&ts of outward Kindnefs, and earneft De-
fires of the Salvation of others Souls; and caufes a
Delight in thofe that appear as the Children of Gobp,
and Followers of Curisr : I fay, when a Spirit ope-
rates after this Manner, there is the higheft Evidence
" of a true and divine Spirit. .
35. Indeed there is a Counterfeit of Love, that
often appears amongft thofe that are led by a Spirit of
Delufion. But there is fufficient faid in this Paflage
of truly Chriftian Love, to diftinguifh it from all fuch
Counterfeits. It is Love that arifes from an Appre-
‘henfion of the wonderful Riches of Gob’s Love to
us, in CurisTt Jesus; attended with a Senfe of our
own Unworthinefs, and a Renunciation of all our
own Excellency and Righteoufnefs. See ver. g, 10.
i1, and 19. The fureft Charadter of true divine
Love, is, that it is an humble Love. 1 Cor. xiii. 4
.Charity vaunteth nat itfelf, is not puffed up. When
therefore we fee Love in Perfons attended with a Senfe
of their own Littlenefs, Vilenefs, Weaknefs, and utter
“pfufficiency ; and fo with Self-renunciation, and Po-
-verty of Spirit, there are the manifeft Tokens of the
Spirit of Gop : he that thus dwells in Love, dwells
in Gop, and Gop in:him. .
Love and Humility are two Things the moft con-
#rary to the Spirit of the Devil, of any thing \1’3 tl;s
or
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World ; for the Charader of that evil Spirit, above.
all things, confifts in Pside and Malice.

36. Thus I have fpoken particularly to the feveral
Marks the Apoftle gives of a Work of the true Spirit.
There are fome of thefe Things the Devil would not
#lo if he could : thus, he would not awalten the Con-
dciente, and make.Men fenfible of their miferable State
-by Nature,by Reafon of Sin, and of their greatNeed
of a Saviour. And he would not confirm Men in a
‘Belief ‘that Jesus is‘the Son of Gop, and .the Savi-
our of Sinners, or ‘raife their Value and Efteem of
. Him : he would not beget in Mens Minds an Opinion.
of the Neceflity, Ufefulnefs and Truth of .the Holy
Scriptures, or incline them to hearken to them, or
‘make much Ufe of ‘them ;- nor would he go.about te-
thew Men the Truth, in things.that concern their
‘Souls ; to undeeeive them, and lead them out of
Darknefs into Light, and givethem a View of things
as they are indeed.  And there are other things that
the Devil neither can nor wilkdo : he will not . give
:Men .a Spirit of divine Leve or Chriftian-Humility. ;
nor could heif he would: thefe things.are as contrary
aspoflibleto his Nature. And therefore, when there
is an extraordinary Influence on the Minds of a Peo-
ple, if thefe Things are found in it, we are.fafe in
‘determining that it is the Work of Gop, :wlatéver 0-
ther Circumftances it may be attended with, whatever
Inftruments are employed, whatever Methods are ta-
Jeen to promote it; whatever Meansa fovereign Gob;
whofe Judgments -are a great Deep, makes.ufe of to
carry it on; and whatever Motions there may be of
the-animal Spirits, whatever Effe@ts may be wrought
on Mens Bodies. Thefe -Marks, that the Apoiile
thas-given, are-fufficient to ftand alone, @nd fupport
themfelves ; and where-ever they -are, they plainly
fhiew the Finger 6f Gop, and are fufficient to out-
weigh a thoufand fuch Objeions, as many make
from Oddities, Irregularities, and Errors in Conduét,
ead the Delufions and Scandals of fome feeming Be-

8, . )

Cz :  But
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37. But here fome may obje@ what the Apoftle Pax/
fays, inthe 2 Cor. xi. 13, 14.. Such are falje Apofiles,
deceitful Warkers, transforming themfelves into the Aftoftles
of Chrifi 5 and no Marvel, for Satan bimfelf is transform-
ed into an Angel of Light.

To which I anfwer, that this can be no Obje&ion
againft the Sufficiency of thefe Marks to diftinguith
the true Spirit from the falfe Spirit, in thofe fa//e 4-
poftles and falfe Propbets the Apoftle fpeaks of,.in
whom the Devil was fransformed into am Angel of
Light ; becaufe it is principally with a view to them
that the Apoftle gives thefe Marks ; as appears by the
Words of the Text, Believe not every Spirit, but try
the Spirits, whether they are of GOD. And shis is
the Reafon he gives, Becaufe many falfe Prophets are
gome cut into the World : ¢ There are many gone out into
2be World that are the Minifters of the Devil, that
sransformthemjélyes into the Prophets of Gob, in whom
the Spirit of the Devil is tramsformed into an Angel of

Light ; therefore try the Spirits by thefe Rules that I
fhall give you, that you may be able to diftinguith the
true Spirit from the falfe Spirit, under fuch a crafty
Difguife.” Thofe fa/fz Propbets the Apoftle Fobn {peaks
of, are doubtlefs the fame fort of Men with thofe fa//e
Apofiles, and deceitful Workers, that the Apoftle Paz/
ipeaks of, in whom the Devil was transformed into an
wgelof Light : and therefore we may be fure that thefe
Marks the Apoftle gives, are efpecially adapted to
diftinguifh between the true Spirit, and the Devil tran{-
formed into an Angel of Light, becaufe they are given
for that End. That is the Apoftle’s declared Purpofe, -
to give Marks by which the true Spirit may be diftin-
guifhed from that fort of Counterfeits. .
"And if we look over what is faid about thefe falfe
Prophets and falfe Apoftles (as there is much faid
about them in the New Teftament) and take Notice
in what Manner the Devil was transformed inte ar
Angel of Light in them, we fhall not find any thing
thatin the leaft injures the Sufficiency of thefe Marks
to diftinguith the true Spirit from fuch Counterfeits.
The Devil transformed himfelf into an Angje} ﬁf
1L transiormed - ight
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Light, as there was in them a Shew, and great Boafts
of extraordinary Knowledge in divine Things; Co/
i. 8 1 Tim. i. 6, 7. and chap. vi. 3, 4, 5. 3 Tim. ii.
14, 16,17,18. 7it. i. 10. 16. Hence their Followers
called themfelves Groflics, from their great pre-
tended Knowledge : and the Devil in them mi-
micked the miraculous Gifts of the Holy Spirit, in
Vifions, Revelations, Prophecies, Miracles, and the
" immediate Condut of the Spirit in what they did:
-hence.they are called falfe Apoftles and falfe Pro-
phets : See Mart. xxiv. 24. Again, there was a falfe
Shew of, and lying Pretences to great Holinefs and
-Devotion in Words, Rem.xvi. 17,18. Epb.iv. 14
Hence they are called deceitful Wirkers, and Weils, and
Clouds without Water. 2 Cer. xi. 13. 2 Pet. ii. 17..
Jude 12. There was alfo in them a Shew of extra-
ordinary Piety and Righteoufnefs in their fuperftitious.
Worfhip: Col. i 16, 17, 18. 21, 22,.23.. So they
had a falle, proud and bitter Zeal:: Gu/. iv. 15, 18,
“v Tim. i.6. andchap. vi. 4,.5. And likewife a.falfe
Shew of Humility, in affe(ting an extraordinary out-
‘ward Meannefs and Dejection, when indeed they
were vaizly puffed up with their flefb’y Mind 3 and made
a Righteouinefs of their Humility, and were exceed-
ingly lifted up with their eminent Piety : Co/. ij,
18, 23. But how do fuch Things as thefe, in the leaft
- injure thofe things that have been mentioned as the
diftinguithing Evidences of the true Spirit 2 .
* 38. Having thus done what I at firft propofed, in
canfidering what are the certain, diitinguiﬂ".ing Marks,
by which- we may fafely proceed in judging of any
‘Work that falls under our Obfervation, whether it
be the Work of the Spirit of Gop ar no, I now pra-
cced to the Application.

I. From what has been faid, I will venture to. draw
this Infecence, viz. That that extraordinary. Influence
“that bas lately appeared om the Minds of the People
atr.ad ix this Land, caufing in them an uncommon Con-
cern about the Things of Religion, is undosbtadly, in the
geweraly from the Spirit of GOD, -There ap: but two
: , ’ ' Things
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Things that meed to be kmown in order to fuch.a
Works being judged of, viz. Fa&s and Rules. The
.Rules of the Word of Gop we have laid before us ;
and as to Far3s, there are but two Ways that we can
-come at'them, Yo as to be in a Capacity to compare
-them with the ‘Rules, either by our own Obfervation,
‘or by Information from others that have had Oppor-
‘tunity to obferve. ' ’

As to this Work that has been lately carried.on in
the Land, there are fo many Things concerning it
‘that are notorious, as, unlefs the Apoftle Yabn was
‘out in his Rules, are fufficient to determine it-to be

~in general the Work of Gop. It is notorious that the
‘Spirit that is at work, takes off Perfons Minds from
~ the Vanities of the World, engages'them in a deep
Concern about eternal Happinefs, puts them .upon
‘earneftly feeking their Salvation, and convinces them
'of the Dreadfulneff of Sin, and of their.own guilty.and.
‘miferable State by Nature. .It is notorious that it .a-
wakens Mens Confciences, and make them fenfible of
the Dreadfulnefs of Gop’s Anger, and caufes in:them.
@ great Defire and earneft Care and Endeavour to.ob-
‘tain his Favour. Itis notorious that it puts them-up-
-on a2 more ddigent Improvement of the Means of
Grace which Gop has appointed. It is-alfo.neteri-
‘ous, that, in general, it avorks in Per{ons a greater
KRegard to the Word of Gob, and Defire of -hear-
ing and reading of it. And it is notoriouily manifeft
‘that the Spirit in ‘general operates as a Spirit .of
Truth, making Perfons more fenfible of what is really
‘true, in thofe Things that concern their eternal Sal-
wvation : as that they maft die, -and that Life is ‘very
-fhort and uncertain ; that there is a -great and juf
Gop, whom they are accousitable to, and that:they
. ftand in great Need of a Saviour. It is furthermore
notorious, that this Spirit makes Perfons meare fenfi-
‘ble of the Value of that Jesus-that -was crudified,
-and their Need of him; and that it puts them wpon:
-earneftly feeking an Intereft in him. It can’t bebue .
~that-thefe Things fhould be apparent to:People in ge-
‘neral through the Land; for thefe Things are&nar.
- . . one
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done ina Corner. The Work that has beer wrought
has not been confined to a few Towns, in fome re-
moter Parts of the Land, but has been carried on- in
many Places, and in the principal and moft pepulous,
and public Places in it. And it has now been conti-
nued for a confiderable Time ; fo that there has been
a great deal of Opportunity to. obferve the"'Manner of
- the Work. - .

39. And here I would obferve, that the Nature
and Tendency of a Spirit that is at work, may be
determined with much greater Certainty, when it is
obferved in a great Multitude of People of all forts,
and in various Places, than when it is only feen in a

- few, in fome particular Place, that have been much

converfant one with another. A few particular Per-

fons may agree to put a Cheat upon others. Bat .
when the Work is fpread over great Part of a Coun-
try, in Places diftant one from another, among Peo-
-ple of all forts, and all Ages, and in Multitudes of
‘Perfons of found Mind, good Underftanding, and
known Integrety ; there would be the greateft Ab-
{urdity in fuppofing that, by all the Obfervation that
can be made, for many Months together, by thofe
that are moft intimate with them in thefe Affairs,
and have long been ac%:ainted with them, ftill it
can’t be determined what kind of Influence the Ope-
ration they are under, hasupon People’s Minds ; whe-
ther it tends to awaken their Con_?ciences, or to ftu-
pify them; to incline them more to feek their Sal-
vation, or negle& it ; whether it confirms them ina
Belief of the Scriptures, or leads them to Deifm; and
fo in other Thin;s. There is probably no particular
Perfon here prefent, that thinks himfelf to-have a
Right to be treated as one of common Senfe, and Ve.
racity, but would think himfelf abufed, if he fhould
declare to others, that ¢¢ he had altered his Mind in
thefe and thofe Particulars; he now found himfelf
convinced of the Truth of this or that, that formerly '
he did not believe ;** if thofe he made fuch a Profef-
fion to would not believe him, though they had long
_been converfant with them, and though he perfifted in
this Profeflion for many Months together, and hli!no'
. thing
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thing appeared in him but what a| thereto. Bat
much more unreafonable would it be, when fach Pro-
feflions are made, not by a particular Perfon only,
but by great Numbers of People. to fuppofe that they
all agree in profeffing what indeed they do not feel v
their Souls.

40. Thofe in whom have been the uncommon Ap-
pearances, whence have arifen the main Objeétions to-
qhis Work, have been of two forts ; either thofe that
have been in great Diftrefs, in an Apprehenfion of
their Sin and Mifery ; or thofe that have been over-
come with a Senfe of the Greatnefs, Wanderfulne{s
and Excellency of divine Things. Of theMultitude
of thofe of the former fort, that I have had Oppor-
tunity to obferve, there have been very few ; but
by all that could be obferved, their Diftrefs has.arifen
from real proper Convidtion. And tho' I don't fup-
pofe, when fuch things were obferved to be common,
that Perfons have laid themfelves under-thofe vielent:
Reftraints, 0 avoid eutward Manifeftations of their-
Diftrefs, that perhaps they otherwi{e would havedone ;.
yet there have been very few in whom there has beeny
any Appearance of feigning or affe&ting fuch Mani-
feftations, and very many for whom it would have
been undoubtedly impodlible to avoid them. Gene-
rally thofe that have been in thefe Agonies have ap-

peared to-be in the perfect Exercife of their Reafon ; - »

and thofe of them that have been able to. fpeak, have
been well able to give an Account of the Circume.
ftances of ‘their Minds, and the Caufe of their Dif=
trefs, in the Time of it, and well able to remember,
and give an Account afterwards. I have knowna very
-few Inftamces of thofe, that in their great Extremity,
. have for a fbort Space been deprived, in fome Mea-
fure, of the Ufe of Reafon ; but among the many
hundreds, end it may be thoufands, that have lately .
'been brought tefuch Agonies, I never yet knew one,.
laftingly deprived of their Reafon. In fome:tkat I
have known, Melancholy has eVidently bten mixt ;
und when it is fo, the Difference s wery apparents
their Diftrefs are of another kind, and operate quite:
efter another Manner. It is-not Trith only :.haé:g.f.-
es



(35)
treffes them, but: many vain Shadows and Notions.
Some: in their great Diftrefs have not been able ta
giva an Account of themfelves, or to éxplain the
Manner ard Caufe of their Trouble to others. But.
this won’t be at all wondered at by thofe who have.
had much to.do with Souls under {piritual Difficulties,
Some things that they are fenfible of, are altogether
new: to them, their Ideas and inward Senfations are
new, and what they thereforq know not how to ac-
commodate Language to, or to find Words to exprefs.
And {fome who at firft fay thay know not what was
the matoer with them, on being particularly examined,

have bean able to reprefent their Cafe, tho’ of them-

felvesthey could not find Expreflions fo to.do.

- 4t. Some fay the Terrors they think fuch Perfons.
are in, that have fuch Effe&s on their Bodies, is only
a Fmight. But certainly. their ought to be a Diftin-
&ion made between.a very geeat Fear, and extreme
Diftrefe, arifing from an Apprehenfion of fome dread..
fal Zruth, that is a Caufe ortionable to fuch.
an Effe®, and a needlefs, cauifl?g Fright ; which. is
of two kinds; either when Rerfons are terrified with
that which is not the Truth ; (of thisI have feen very.
few. Inftances, unlels in cafe of Melancholy ;) or fe-
<condly, when Perfons are-under a childith Frighe,
anly from fome terrible outward Appearance, and a
geaeral Notion thence asifing, that thereis fomething:
or other tersible, they know not what ; without ha-

ving in theiv Minds the Apprehenfion of any particular -

tesvible Truth whatfosver. Of fuch a kind of Frighe
I have feen very:little. Appearance, either among old:
ar youeg. A

Thofe that are in fuch Extremity, commonly ex-
profk a great Senfe of their exceeding Wickednefs, of
their great Guilt in the. Sight of Gop; and the
Dreadtulne(s of the Punifhment that Sin expofes to.
Very: often. they have a lively Idea of the horrible
Pit of eternal Mifery; and at the fame. time. the

Wrath of Gop appears amazingly terrible to them : .

Gop appearing to. them fo much provoked, they are

apprebeniive hewill not bear with them any longer; . i

but will now forthwith ferid them dowa to the dread-
ful

Ve
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¥l Pit they havein View. Very many, in the midft
of their Extremity, have been brought to an extraor-
dinary Senfe of their fully deferving that Wrath and
Deftruétion, which is then before their Eyes ; and at
the fame Time that they fearod every Moment it
would be executed upon them, they have been greatly
-«convinced .it would be altogether juft that it thould.
And very often feme Textsof Scripture, to that Ef-
fe&, has been fent home upon their Minds, whereby
"their Minds have been calmed, and they have been
‘brought.as it were to lie at Gop's Foot. And after
eat Agonies, a little before Light has arifen, they
have been compofed and quiet, in a kind af Sub-
miffion to a jult Gop ; but their bodily Strength much
fpent; and fometimes their Lives, to Appearance,
afmoﬁ one. ‘Then Light has appeared, and a glori-
" ous Redeemer, with his wonderful all-fufficient Grace,
has been reprefented to them often, in fome fweet
Invitation of Scripture. Sometimes the Light comes
in fuddenly, fometimes more gradually, filling their
. Souls with Love, Admiration, Joy, ‘and Self-abafe-
. ment; drawing forth their Hearts in longing after
. the Redeemer, and Longings to lie in .the Duft be-
fore him ; and Longings that others might behold.
and embrace him ; and Longings to live to his Glory ;
but appearing vile in their own Eyes, and having
" much Jealoufy over their own Hearts. “And all the
Apperrances of a real Change of Heart have fol-
lowed ; and Grace has a&ted, from time to time, af-.
ter the fame Mannér it ufed to aét in thofe that were
converted formerly ; except that in many Light and
Comfort have been in a higher Degree. Many very
young Children have been thus wrought upon. There
have been fome Inftances very much like thofe De-
moniacks, Mark i&26. and chap. ix. z6. of whom we
read, that wbhen the Devil bad cried with a loud Voice,
and rent them fore, be came out of them. And probably
_ thofe Inftances were defigned for a Type of fuch things
as thefe. - Some have feveral Turns of great Agonies,
" before they are delivered; and fome have been in fuch
Diftreffes, and it has paffed off, and no Deliverance at

all has followed.
Some
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afted, from time to time, after the fame manner it
ufed to aét in thofe that were converted formerly ;
except that in many, light and comfort have been
in a higher degrce. Many very ,zoun children .
have been thus wrought upon,.-‘There have been
fome inftances very much. lif{’e thofe demoniacs,

-Mark i. 26. and chap. ix: 26. of whom we read,
that ¢ when the de ad cried with a loud voice,
¢t and rent therpAore, he came out of them.”. And

probably thofinftances were dcfigned for a type of
fuch things as thefe. Some have {everal turns of
great agonics, before they are delivered ; and fome
haves/been in fuch diftrefles, and it hag_pafled off,
and no deliverance at all has followed, -
42. Some obje€t apainft it, as great confufion,
when there is 2 number together, in fuch circum-
flances ; and fay, God cannot be the author of it,
becaufe he is the God of order, not of confufion,
But let it be confidered, what is the proper notion™ |
of confufion, but the breaking that order of things,
whereby they are duly direfted to their end, {fo that -
the order and the due conneétion of means bein
broken, they fail of their end ; but conviltion ang
converfion of finners is the end of religious means,
Not but I think perfons {hould endeavour to refrain
from fuch outward manifeftations, in the time of
the folemn worfhip. - But if God is pleafed to con-
vince the confciences of perfons, fo that they can-
" not avoid great outward manifeftations, even to the
interrupting, and breaking off thofe public means
they were attending, I do not think this is confu-
fion, or an unhappy interruption, any more than
if a company fhould meet on the field to pray for.
rain, and fhould be broken off from their exercife
by a plentiful fhower. Would o God that all the
public affemblies in the land werg broken off from
their public exercifes with fuch confufion as this
the next fabbath day! we need not be forry for the
breaking the order of the means, by obtaining the
end to which that order is direfted: he that is
going a journey to fetch laDtrea(ure, need not be forry
: that



[ 38 ]
that he is ftopped, by mecting the treafure in the
midft of his journcy. :
Befides thofe that are overcome with convition
and diftrefs, I havc feen many that have had their
bodily ftrength taken away with a fenfe of the glo-
rious excellency of the Redeemer, and the wonders
of his dying love; with a very uncommon fenfe of
their own littlencfs, and exceeding vilenefs attend-
ing it, with all expreflions and appearances of the
greateft abafement and abhorrence of themfelves:
and many have been even overcome®with pity te
the fouls of others, and longing for their {alvation,
43. As to the imprudences andirregularities that
have been ; it is not at all to be wondered at, that
" a reformation, after a long continued, and almoft -
univerfal deadnefs, fhould at firft be attended with
fuch things., "When God at firft began his great
work for the deliverance of his people, after their
long continued bondage in Egypt, there were falfe
wonders mixed with true, for a while ; which har-
dened the unbelieving Egyptians, and made them
to doubt of the divinity of the whole work. When
day-light firft appears after a night of darknefs, we
muft expeét to Flavc darknefs mixt with light, for
a while, and not have perfeét day, and the fun rifen
at once. ‘The fruits of the earth are greecn before
" they arc ripe, and come to their perfeétion graduallys
:mc?i'o Chrift tells us, is the kingdom of God ; Mark
iv. 26, 27, 28, * So is the kingdom of God ; as if a
¥ man fhould caft feed into the ground, and {hould
¢ {leep, and rifc'night and day ; and the feed thould
4 fpring and grow up, he knowcth not how : for
_ % the earth bringeth forth fruit of herfelf; firft the
¢ blade, then the ear ; then the full cornin the ear.”
The imprudence and errors that have attended
this work, are the lefs to be wondered at, if it be
confidered, that it'is chiefly young perfons that have
been the fubje&ts of it.  And doubtlefs it has been
one-occafion of much of the mifconduét there has
been, that in many places, people who are the fub-
jebts of this work of God’s fpirit, fee plain}y that
their minifters have an ill opinion of the work ci
an
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and therefore with juft reafon, dare not apply them-
felves to them as their guides in this work ; and fo

are without guides: and no wonder that when a peo- .

ple are as.fheep without a fhepherd, they wander
out of the way. A people in fuch circumitances ef-
pecially, ftand in great and continual need of guides,
and their guides ﬁand in continual need of much
mere wifdom than they have of their own. And if
a people have minifters that favour the work, and
rejoice in it, yet it is not to be cxpeéted that either
people or minifters fhould know {o well how to
conduét themfelves in fuch an extraordinary ftate of
things, while it is new, and what they never had
any cxperience of before, as they may, aftcr they
have had experience, and time to fee the tendency,
confequences and iflue of things.

44. II. Let usall be hence warned, by no means
to oppofe, ordo any thing, in the lcaft to hinder that
work that has lately been carried on in the land. ~

The example of the Jews in Chrift’s and the apo-
ftles times, 1s enough to beget in thofe that do nat
acknowledge this work, a great jcaloufy of them-
fclves, and to make them exceeding cautious of what
they fay or do. Chrift then was in the world, and
the world knew him not: he came to his own, by

profeflion, and his own received him not, That
coming of Chrift had been much fpoken of in ferip- -
ture, and had been long expeéted ; and yet becaufe

Chrift came in a manner that they did not expeft,

they would not own him, but oppofed him, count-
ed him a madman, and the {pint that he wrought :
by the fpirit of the devil. They ftood and won- .
dered at the great things that were done; but yet
they met with {fo many ftumbling-blocks, that they
finally could not acknowledge him. And when the *

. Spirit of God came to be fo wonderfully poured out
in the apoftles days, they looked upon itto be con-
fufion and diftraétion. Théy werc aftonifhed by
what they faw and heard, but not convinced. And
efpecially was the work of God then rejefed by
thofe that were moft conceited of their own undey-
ftanding and knowledge, agrecable to Ifa, xxix. 14,

. 2 ¢ There-

-
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« Therefore behold, I will proceed to do amarvel-
¢ lous work amongft this people, even a marvellous
“ work and a wonder; for the wifdom of their
"¢ wifc men fhall perifh, and the underftanding of
¢ their prudent men fhall be hid,” And many of
them that had been in reputation for religion and
pfety, had a great fpite againft the work, becaufe
they faw it tended to diminifh their honour, and to
reproach their formality and lukewarmnefs. . Yea,
fome malicioufly and openly eppofed and reproach-
_ed the work of the Spirit of God, and called it the
work of the devil,
Therc is another coming of Chrift, a fpiritual
coming, to fet up his kingdom in the world, thatis
- asmuch {poken of in {cripture prophecy, as that firft
coming of Chrift was, that has been long expcéted
by the church of God ; and we have reafon to think
will be, in many refpedls, parallel with the other.
And certainly, that low ftate that the vifible church
of God has lately been funk into, is very parallel
with the ftate of the jewifth church, when Chrift
came ; and therefore no wonder at all, that when
Chrift comes, his work fhould appear a ftrange
work to moft. Whether the worl‘: that is" now
wrought, be the beginning of that great coming of
Chrift to fet up his kingdom, that is fo much {poken
of, or no; yet it is evident from what has been
faid, that it is a work of the fame {pirit, and of the
- fame nature. And there is no reafon to doubt, but
that, for perfons to continue long to refufe to ack-
nowledge Chrift in the work, efpecially thofe that
are fet to be teachers in his church, will be in like
‘manner provoking to God, as it was in the Jewsof
old, to refufe to acknowledge Chrift; and that,
notwithftanding what they may plead of the great
flumbling-blocks that are in the way, and the caufe
they have to doubt of the work.
45. Thofe that cannot believe the work to be true,

* " becaufe of the extraordinary degree and manner of

-it, thould confider how it was with the unbclieving
lord in Samaria, who faid, ¢ Behold; if thc Lor
¢ would make windows in heaven, might this
’ T ¢ thing
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¢ thing be ?” To whom Elifha faid; ¢ Behold
. % thou fhalt fee it with thine eyes, but fhalt not

¢ eat thereof.,”” Let all to whom this work is a

cloud and darknefs, as.the pillar of cloud and fire

was to'the Egyptians, take heed that it be not their

deftrultion; as that was theirs, while it gave light

to God’s Ifrael.

1 would pray thofe that quict themfelves with
that, that they proceed on a principle of prudence,
and are waiting to {ce what the iffue of things will
be, and what fruits men will bring forth in their
lives and converfations, would confider, whether
this will juftify a long refraining from acknowledg-
ing Chrift when he appears fo wonderfully in the
land. It is probable ,that many of thofe that are

* thus waiting, know not what tth are waiting for 3,
if. they wait to fee a work of God without difficul-
tics and ftumbling-blocks, that will be like the fool " .
waiting at. the siver-fide to have the water all run |
by. A werk of God without ftumbling-blocks is
never to be expeted ; ¢ it muft nceds be that of-
¢ fences come.” There never yet was any great
manifeftation thrt God made of himfelf to the world,
without many difficulties attending it. It is with
the works of God, as it is with the word of God ;.
they are full of thofe things that fcem firange and
inconfiftent and difficult to the unbelieving hearts
of men. Chrift and his work always was, and al-
ways will be a ftone of ftumbling, and rock of of-
fence ; a ginand a fnare to many. - The prophet
Hofea, in the laft chapter of his propheey, fpeak-
ing of a glorious revival of religion in God’s church,

- when God would, ¢ be as the dew unto Ifrael, and.
4 hedhould grow as the lilly, and caft forth- his
¢ roots as Le%a’non,” concluges all thus, “ Who-
¢ is wife ? and he fhall underftand thefe things ;
¢ prudent ? and he fhall know them. For the ways

. ¢« of the Lord are right, and the juft {kall walk in
¢¢ them, but the tranigreflors fhall fall therein.”

It is probable that the ftumbling-blocks that now
attend this work, will in fome refpeéts be increaf-
ed, and not diminifhied. Particularly, we probably *

. D3 thall
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fhall fee more inftances of apoftacy and grofs ini-
quitz among profeifors. And if one kind of ftumbl-
ing-blocks are removed, it is to be expefted that
others will come. It is with Chrift’s works, as it
was with - his parables ; things that are difficult to
mens dark minds, are ordered for purpofe, for the
trial of perfons difpofitions and fpiritual fenfe.
Thofe that are now waiting to fee the iflue of this
work, think they fhall be better able to determine
by and by 5 but they are probably, many of them
miftaken, The Jews that faw %hriﬁ’s miracles,
waited to fee better evidences of his being the
Mefliah ; ‘they wanted a fign from heaven; but
they waited in vain ; their ftumbling-blocks-did not
diminifh, but increafe ; they found no end to them ;
and fo were more and more hardencd in their un-
belief, ’ -

46. It is to be wondered at, that thofe who have
doubted of the work that has been attended with
fuch uncommon external appecarances, fhould be
eafy in their doubts, without taking thorough pains
to inform themfelves, by going where fuch things
have been to be feen, and narrowly obferving
them, and diligently enquiring -into them ; not
contenting themfelves only with obferving two or
three inftances, nor refting till they were fully in-
formed by their own obfervation. " I do not doubt,
but that if this courfe had been taken, it would
have convinced all whofe minds are not fhut u
againft conviftion, How greatly have they erred,
who only from the uncertain reports of others, have
ventured to {peak flightingly of thefe things ? That
caution of an unbelieving Jew might teach them
more prudence, Afts v. 38, 89. ¢ Refrain from
« thefe men, and let them alone ; for if this coyn-
« fel, or this work be of men, it will come to
« nought ; but if it be of God, ye cannot over-
« throw it : left haply ye be found to fight againft
s God.”

47. 1 come now in the third and laft place, to -

apply myfelf to ‘thofe that are the friends of this
work, who have been partakers of- it, or are fea.
: ous .
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Tous to promote it. Let me earneftly exhort fuch,
to give diligent heed to themfelves, to avoid all er-
rors and mifcondu&, and whatfoever may darken
and obfcure the work, and give occafion to thofe
that ftand ready to reproach it. The apoftle was
careful to cut off occafion from thofe that defired
occafion., The fame apoﬂcle exhorts Titus, to main-
tain that {tri& care and watch over himfelf, that
"both his preaching and behaviour might be fuch as
. could not be condemned ; ¢ that he who was of the
¢ contrary part might be athamed, having no evil
¢ thing to {gy of them.” Tit. ii. 7, 8. We had need
to be “ wife as ferpents, and harmlefs as doves.” It
is of no fmall confequence that we fhould behave
ourfelves innocently and prudently. We muft ex-
pe& that the great enemy of this work will try his
utmoft with us; and he will efpecially triumph if
he can prevail againft any ‘of us, in any thing to
blind and miflead us: he knows it will do more
to further his intercft, than if he prevailed againft
an hundred others, We had need to watch and
ray, for we are but little children ; this roaring
Yion is too ftrong for us, and this old ferpent too
{ubtle for us.

Hunmility, felf-diffidence, and an entire depen-
dance on our Lord, will be our beft dcfence., Let
us therefore maintain the ftrifteft watch againft fpi-
ritual pride, or a being lifted up with extraordinary -
experiences and comforts. We had need, after fuch
favours, in a fpecial manner to keep a ftri& and
Jjealous eye upon our own hearts, left there thould
arife high thoughts of ourlelves, as being now pe-
culiar favourites of heaven. When wc have great
difcoveries of God made to our fouls, the thould not
fhine bright in our own eyes. Mofes, when hc-had
been converfing with God in the mount, though his
face fhone {o as to dazzle the eyes of Aaron and the
people, yet he did not fhine in his own eyes; he
wiit not that his face fhone. Let none think them-
felves out of danger of this fpiritual pride. God
faw that the apo(%le Paul himfelf was not out of
danger of it, no not wher he had juft been converf-

m g
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ing with God in the third heaven : fee 2 Cor. xii. 7.
Pride is the firft fin that ever entered into the uni-
verfe, and it lies loweft of all in the foundation of
the whole building of fin, and is the moft fecret,
deceitful, and unfearchable in its way of .working,
of any luft whatfoever., It is ready to mix with
every thing; and nothing is {o hateful to God, and
contrary to the fpirit of the gofpel; and there is no
one fin that does fo.much let in the devil into the
hearts of men, and expofe them to his delufions, I
have {een it in many inftances. The devil has come.
in at this door, prefently after fome extraordinary
communication with God, and has wofully deluded
" and led them aftray, till God has mercifully opened
their eyes: and they themfelves have afterwards
been fenfible, that it was pride that.betrayed them.
48. Some of the true friends of the work of God’s
Spirit have erred in giving too much heed to im-
ulfes and ftrong impreflions of their minds. Thefe
impreflions, if they are truly from the Spirit of
God, are of a quite different nature from the graci-
ous influences of the Spirit of God on the hcart.
They are of the nature of the extraordinary gifts of
the {pirit, which the apoftle diftinguithes from the
grace of the {pirit, in the 13th chapter of the 1 Cor,
But his orginary gracious influences are by far
' themoft cxcellent and glorious, as the apoftle largely
fhews in the firft of éorinthians, beginning with
the 31t verfe of the 12th chapter, where fpeaking.
of the extraordinary gifts of the fpirit, he fays,
“ But covet earneftly the beft gifts ; and yet I (hew
% you a more excellent way,” 1. e. a more excellent
way of the influence of the fpirit: and then he
goes on in the next chapter, to fhew what that more-
excellent way is, even that which is in the grace
of the f{pirit, which fummarily confifts in charity,
or divine love. A man may have thofe extraordi-
_/ mary gifts, and yet be abominable to God and go
+ to hell : the fpiritual and eternal life of the foul does
not confift in the extraordinary gifts of the fpirit,
but the grace of the fpirit: this, and not thofe, is
that influence of the lgpirilz of God which. Go{«% be-
ows



[ 4]

ftows only on his dear children: he has fome-
times thrown out the other to dogs and fwine, as he
did to-Balaam, Saul and Judas. %/Iany wicked men .
-at the day of judgment will plead, ¢ have we not
¢ prophefied in thy name, and in thy name caft
¢¢ out devils, and in thy name done many wonder-
¢ ful works.” The greateft privilege of the pro-
hets and apoftles, was not their working miracles,
ut their eminent holinefs. The grace that was in
their hearts, was a thoufand times more their dig-
nity and honour, than their miraculous gifts, 'lgo
have grace in the heart is an higher privilege than
the blefled virgin herfelf had, in having the body of
the fecond perfon in the Trinity conceived in her
womb; by the power of the Higheft overfhadow-
ing her, Luke xi, 27, 28. ¢ And it came to pafs as
¢¢ he fpake thefe things, a certain woman of the
¢ company lift up her voice, and faid unto him,
¢¢ blefled is the womb that bear thee, and the paps
¢ which thou haft fucked! but he faid, yea, rather
¢ blefled are they that hear the word of God and

¢ keep it.” - )
49. The ordinary fan&ifying influences of the.
Spirit of God are the end of all extraordinary gifts,
as the apotftle fhews, Eph. iv, 11, 12, 13. They-are
good for nothing, any further than as they are fub-
ordinate to this end ; they will be {o far from profit-
ing any without it, that they will only aggravate
their mifery. This is, as the apoftles obferves, the
moft excellent way of God’s communicating his
fpirit to his church; it is the great glory o% the
church in all ages. This glory is what makes the
ftate of the church on earth moft like the ftate of
the church in heaven, where prophecy and tongues,
and other miraculous gifts ceafe, and are vanifhed
away, and God communicates his {pirit only in that
more excellent way that the apoftle {peaks of, viz.
. charity, or divine love, which never faileth,
Thercfore the glory of the approaching happy ftate
of the church does not at all require thefe extraordi-
nary gifts. As that ftate of the church will be the
nearcil of any to its perfeét ftatc in heaven, fo hpcr-
. aps
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haps it will be like it in this, that all extraordinary
gifts fhall have ceafed and vanifhed away ; and all
thofe ftars and moons, with the refle€ted light they

ave in the night, or a more datk feafon, fhall be
wallowed up in the fun of divine love. The apof-
tle {peaks of thofe gifts of infpiration as childifh
things, in comparifon of the influence of the fpirit
in divine love, things given to the church only to
" fupport it in its minority, till the church fhould
have a comypleat ftanding rule eftablifhed, and all
the ordinary mecans of grace fhould be fettled ; but
* as things that fhould ceafe, as the church advanced
above 1ts childifh ftate, and fhould intirely vanifh,
when the church fhould come to the ftate of man-
hood ; 1 Cor. xiti. 11. ¢ When 1 was a child, I
¢ f{pake asa child, I underftood as a child, I thought
¢ asa child; but when I became a man, I put

¢ away childifh things.” i )
For my part, I had rather enjoy the fweet influ~
-~ enccs of the {pirit, thewing Chrift’s infinite grace,
; and dying love, drawing forth the holy exercifes of
faith, and humble joy in God, one quarter of an
hour, than to have prophetical vifions and revela-
tions for a whole year. It appears to me much more
i probable that God fhould give fuch revelations to
i ﬁis faintsin the dark times of popery, than nowin
~.the approach of the moft glorious and perfe& ftate
of his church on earth. It does not appear, that
there is any nced of thofe extraordinary gifts, to in-
troduce this happy ftate, and fet up the kingdom of
God through the world ; I have feen fo much of the
power of éod in a more excellent way, as to con-

vince me that God can eafily do it without.

I would therefore intreat the people of God to
be very cautious how they give heed to fuch things.
. Thave feen them fall in very many iuftances ; and
know hy experience that impref{lions being made
with great power, and prefently after, yea in the
midft of fwedt communion with God, and attended
with texts of {cripture ftrongly imprefled on the
mind, are no fure figns of their being revelations

from heaven : for I have known fuch impre{ﬁar}ls
o ail,
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fuil, and prove vain by the event, in fome inftances
attended with all thefe circumftauces.

50. Neither let us defpife human learning. They
that fay human learniug is of little or no ufe in the
work of the miniftry, do not confider ‘what they
fay ; if they did, they would not fay it. By human
learning I mean, and fuppofe that others mean, the
improvement of the common knowledge which
men have, by human and outward means. And
therefore to {ay that human learning is of no ufe, is
as much as to fay that the education of,a child, or
that the common knowledge that a grown man has,
more than a little child, is of no ufe ; and f{o thata
child of four years old, is as fit for a teacher in the
church of God, with the fame degree of grace,
and capable of doing as much to advance the king-
dom of Chrift, by his inftruftion, as any under-
- ftanding knowing man of thirty years.of age. If

adult perfons have greater ability and advantage to
do fervice, becaufe they have more ‘human know-
ledge than a little child, than doubtlefs if they have
more humanknowledge ftill, with the fame degrec
of grace, they would have ftill greater ability and,
advantage to do fervice. An increafe of know-
ledge, without doubt, increafes a2 man’s advantage
etther to do good, or hurt, according as he is dif-
pofed. It is too manifeft to be denied, that God
made great ufc .of human learning in the apofile
Paul, ashe alfo did in Mofes and Solomon.

And if knowledge, obtained by human means, is
not to be defpifed, then it will follow that the
means of obtaming it are not to be negleéted, wiz,
Study ; and that this is af great ufe in order te a.
preparation fora public inftru@ing of others, And

- though undoubtedly, an having the heart full of the
werful influences of the Spirit of God, may at
ome times enable perfons to }f) cak profitably, yca
‘very excellently, without ftudy ; yet this will not
warrant us needlefly to caft ourfe?ves down from
the pinnacle of the temple, depending upon it that
the angel of the Lord will bear us up, and keeping
us from dafhing our foot againft a ftone, whl:;n
. there
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there is another way to go down, though it be not fo
- quick. And Iwould pray that That method, which

tends greatly to help both the underftanding and
mcmory, may not be wholly negleéted.

I beg of thofe that have a truc zeal for promoting
this work of God, that God has begun in the land,
well to confider thefe things. I am perfuaded that
as many of them as have much-to do with fouls, if
they do not hearken to me now, yet will be of the
{ame mind when they have had more expericnce.

51. Onc other thing.that I would 1ntreat the
friends of this work of God to avoid, is managing
the controverfy with oppofers with too much heat,
and appcarance of an angry zeal ; and particularly
infilting very much on the perfecution of oppofers,
If their perfecution were ten times fo great as it is,
methinks it would not be beft to fay fo much about
it.. It becomes chriftians to be like lambs, not to
be apt to complain and cry when they are hurt ; to
be dumb and not to open their mouth, after the ex-
ample of our dear Redeemer ; and not to be like
{wine, that are apt to fcream aloud when they are
touched. We fhould not be ready prefently ta
think and fpcak of fire from heaven, when the Sa-
maritans oppofe us, and will not receive us into
their villages. God’s zealous minifters would do
well to think of the direétion the apoitle Paul gave
to a zealous minifter, 2 Tim, ii. 24, 25, 26, ¢ The
¢ fervant of the Lord muft not ftrive, but be gentle
¢ unto all men, apt to teach, patient; in meeknefs
4 inftrufting thofe that oppole themfelves, if God,
¢ peradventure; will give them repentance, to the
% acknowledging of the truth, "And ‘that they
¢ may recover themfelves out of the {nare of the
& devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.”
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