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Diſtinguiſhing Marks, &c.

1. J O H N iv. 1.

Telºved, believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits whe

ther they are of God, becauſe many falſe prophets
are gone out into the world. -

4.# =>{} H E apoſtolical age was an age of the

- greateſt out-pouring of the Spirit of6. T º God that ever was. And that both as

#32,4% to the extraordinary gifts of the ſpirit,

and alſo as to his ordinary operations,

in convincing, converting, enlightening and ſančti

fying the ſouls of men. But as the influences of the

true ſpirit abounded, ſo counterfeits did alſo then

abound : the devil mimicking, both the ordinary

and extraordinary influences of the Spirit of God.

This made it neceſſary that the church of Chriſt

ſhould be furniſhed with ſome certain rules and di

ſtinguiſhing marks, by which ſhe might proceed

ſafely in judging of ſpirits, and diſtinguiſh the true

from the falſe. . The giving ſuch rules is the plain

deſign of this chapter, where we have this matter

expreſly treated of. The apoſtle here, of ſet pur

º undertakes to ſupply the church of God with

ſuch marks of the true ſpirit as may be plain and

ſafe, and ſurely diſtinguiſhing, and well accommo

dated to uſe and practice. And that the ſubjećt

might be clearly and ſufficiently handled, he infiſts

upon it throughout the chapter: which makes it

wonderful that what is ſaid in this chapter, is no

more taken notice of at this time, when that which

is ſo remarkable appears; ſuch an uncommon opera

tion on the minds of people; and there is ſuch a

variety of opinions concerning it, and ſo much

talk about the Work of the Spirit.

2. The apoſtle is led to diſcourſe on this ſubjeſt

by an occaſional mention of the indwelling of the

- ſpirit,
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ſpirit, as the ſure evidence of an intereſt in Chriſt,

in the laſt verſe of the foregoing chapter. “And he

“ that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him,

“ and he in him ; and hereby we know that he

“ abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given .

“ us.” Whence we may infer, that his deſign in

this chapter is, not only to give marks whereby to

diſtinguiſh the true ſpirit from the falſe, in his extra

ordinary gifts of prophecy and miracles; but alſo in

his ordinary influences on the minds of his people.

3. The words of the text are an introduction to

this diſcourſe, of the diſtinguiſhing ſigns of the true

and falſe ſpirit. Before the apoſtle proceeds to lay

down theſe figns, he exhorts the chriſtians he writes

to, to care in this matter. And, 1. Here is the duty

of trying the ſpirits urged, with a caution annexed,

againſt over credulouſneſs: “Beloved, believe not

“ every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits whether they are

“ of God.” 2. The neceſſity of this duty is ſhewn

from this, that there were many counterfeits, “be

“ cauſe many falſe prophets were gone out into the

“world.” And theſe did not only pretend to have

the Spirit of God in his extraordinary gifts, but alſo

to be eminently holy perſons: to have much of his

ordinary influences on their hearts. We are there

fore to look upon theſe words as a direétion to try

their pretences to the Spirit of God, in both theſe

reſpects.

4. After the apoſtle had thus warned chriſtians,

with reſpect to the trial of ſpirits, he immediately

}. to give them rules, by which they may

afely proceed in judging of every thing that has

the pretext of being either the ordinary or extraor

dinary work of the Spirit of God.

My deſign therefore is to ſhew what are the true,

certain, and diſtinguiſhing evidences of a work of

the Spirit of God, by which we may proceed ſafely

in judging of any operation we find in ourſelves, or

ſee in others. - -

5. And here I would obſerve, that we are to take

the ſcriptures as our guide in this and in all caſes.
- A 2 This
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This is the ſtanding rule which God has given to

his church, to guide them in all things, relating to

their fouls. And doubtleſs that ſpirit that indited

the ſcriptures knew how to give us good rules, by

which to diſtinguiſh his operations from all that is

fałſely pretended to be from him. And ſeeing he has

done this, in the chapter wherein is the text; and

done it more particularly and fully than any where

elſe; in my preſent diſcourſe I ſhall go no where

elſe for marks of the trial of the ſpirits, but ſhall

confine myſelf to thoſe that I find here.

But before I proceed particularly to ſpeak to theſe,

I would prepare my way by firſt obſerving nega

tively, in ſome inſtances, what are not figns that we

are to judge of a work by, whether it be the work

of the Spirit of God or no. And cſpecially, what

are no evidences that a work that is wrought

* a people, is not the work of the Spirit of
O(i. -

6. Firſt, Nothing can certainly be conchuded

from this, That the work that appears is carricq on

in a way very unuſual and extraordinary. 'Tis no

ſign that a work is not the work of the Spirit of God,

that it is carried on in ſuch a way as the ſame ſpirit -

heretofore has not been wont to carry on his work;

rovided the variety or difference be ſuch, as may

# be comprehended within the limits of

thoſe rules which the ſcriptures have given

to diſtinguiſh a work of the Spirit of God by. What

we have been uſed to, or what the church of God

has been uſed to, is not a rule by which we are to

judge whether a work be the work of God, becauſe

there may be new and extraordinary works of God.

God has heretofore wrought in, an extraordinary

manner; he has brought thoſe things to paſs that

have been new things, ſtrange works; and has

wrought in ſuch a manner as to ſurprize both men

and angels: and as God has done thus in times

aſt, ſo we have no reaſon to think but that he will

do ſo ſtill. The prophecies of ſcripture give us rea

ſon to think that God has ſtill new things to accom

pliſh, things that have never yet becn ** No
- CVla
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deviation from what has hitherto been uſual, let it

be never ſo great, is an argument that a work is not

the work of the Spirit of God, if it be no deviation

from the rule that God has given, to judge of a

work of his ſpirit by. The Spirit of God is ſove

reign in his operations; and we know that he uſes

a great variety; and we cannot tell how great a va

riety he may uſe, within the compaſsof the rules he

himſelf has fixed. We ought not to limit God

where he has not limited himſelf. If a work be

never ſo different from what has formerly been, yet

if it agrees in thoſe things that the word of God has

given us, as the diſtinguiſhing figns of a work of his

ſpirit, that is ſufficient to determine us in its favour.

7. Therefore it is not reaſonable to determine that

a work is not the work of God's ſpirit, becauſe of the

extraordinary degree in which the minds of perſons

are influenced. If they ſeem to have an extraor

dinary convićtion of the dreadful nature of fin, and

a very uncommon ſenſe of the miſery of it, or ex

traordinary views of the certainty and glory of

divine things; and are proportionably moved with

very extraordinary affections of fear and ſorrow,

deſire, love or joy: or if the change that ſeems to

be made in perſons be very ſudden, and the work

carried on with very unuſual ſwiftneſs, and the per

ſons that are thus ſtrangely affe&ted are very many,

and many of them are very young; and alſo be very .

unuſual in many other circumſtances, not infring

ing upon ſcripture marks of a work of the ſpirit;

theſe things are no argument that the work is not a

work of the Spirit of God. -

The extraordinary degree of influence, if in its

nature it be agreeable to the rules and marks given

in ſcripture, is rather an argument in its favour;

for by how much thehº that is in, which

is in its nature agreeable to the rule, ſo much the

more is there of conformity to the rule, and ſo much

the more evident is that conformity.

8. There is a great aptneſs in perſons to doubt of

things that are ſtrange ; eſpecially it is difficult for

elderly perſons to think that to be right which they
A 3 have
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have been never uſed to, and have not heard of in

the days of their fathers. But if it be a good argu

ment that a work is not from God, becauſe it is

very unuſual, then it always was ſo, and was ſo in

the apoſtle's days. For the work of the Spirit of

God that was wrought then, was carried on in a

manner, that in very many reſpects, was altogether

new. There were ſuch things then, as neither the

Jews, then living, nor their fathers, had ever ſeen

or heard. Yea ſuch as never had becn ſince tire

world ſtood : the work was carried on with more

viſible and remarkable power than ever had been

before; never were there ſeen before ſuch mighty

and wonderful effects of the Spirit of God, in ſuch.

ſudden changes, and ſuch great engagedneſs and

zeal in ſuch multitudes; ſuch a great and ſudden

alteration in towns, cities and countries; ſuch a

ſwift progreſs, and vaſt extent of the work.

And we have reaſon from ſcripture prophecy to

ſuppoſe, that at the commencement of the laſt and

greateſt out-pouring of the Spirit of God, the man

ner of the work will be very extraordinary, and

ſuch as never has yet been ſeen ; ſo that there ſhall

be occaſion then to ſay, as in Iſai. lxvi. 8. “Who

‘: hath heard ſuch a thing 2 Who hath ſeen ſuch

“ things P Shall the earth be made to bring forth

“ in one day P Shall a nation be born at once 2

“ For as ſoon as Zion travelled, ſhe brought forth

* her children.” It may be reaſonably expected

that the extraordinary manner of the work then,

will bear ſome proportion to the very extraordi

nary events, and that glorious change in the ſtate

i. the world, God will be about to bring to paſs

1t. º . . .

'. Secondly, A work is not to be judged of by

any effects on the bodies of men; ſuch as tears,

trembling, groans, loud outcries, agonies of body,

or the failing of bodily ſtrength. The influence the

minds of perſons are under, is not to be judged of

one way or the other, whether it be from the Spirit

of God or no, by ſuch effects on the body; and

the reaſon is, becauſe the ſcripture no where gives.
- U. S.
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us any ſuch rule. We cannot conclude that per

ſons are under the influence of the truc ſpirit, be

cauſe we ſee ſuch effe&ts upon their bodies, becauſe

this is not given as a mark of the true ſpirit: nor,

on the other hand, have we any reaſon to conclude,

from any ſuch outward appearances, that perſons

are not under the influence of the Spirit of God,

becauſe there is no rule of ſcripture given us to

judge of ſpirits by, that does either cyprefly or in

directly exclude ſuch effects on the body; nor does

reaſon exclude them. It is eaſily accounted for from

the nature of divine and eternal things, and the na

ture of man, and the laws of the union between

foul and body, how a true and proper ſenſe of

things, ſhould have ſuch effects on the body, even

thoſe that are of the moſt extraordinary kind ; ſuch

as taking away the bodily ſtrength, or throwing the

body into great agonies, and cytoiting loud out

cries. There are none of us but ſuppoſe, that the

miſery of hell is ſo dreadful, and eternity ſo vaſt,

that if a perſon ſhould have a clear apprehenſion of

that miſery as it is, it would be more than his feeble

frame could bear; and eſpecially, if at the ſame

time he ſaw himſelf in great danger of it, and to be

utterly uncertain whether he ſhould be delivered

from it, yea, and to have no ſecurity from it one

day or hour. We need not then wonder, that when

perſons have a very great ſenſe of that which is ſo

alnazingly dreadful, and alſo a great view of their

own wickedneſs and God's anger, things ſeem to

them to forcbode immediate deſtrućtion. We ſee

the nature of man to be ſuch, that when he is in

danger of ſome calamity that is very terrible to him,

he is ready upon every occaſion to think that now .

it is coming : as when perſons hearts are full of

fear, in time of war, they are ready to tremble at

the ſhaking of a leaf, and to expc&t the enemy

every minute, and to ſay within themſelves, now I

ſhall be ſlain. If we ſhould ſuppoſe that a perſon

ſaw himſelf hanging over a great pit, full of fierce

and glowing flames, by a thread that he knew to be

very weak, and not ſufficient long to bear, his

- weight,
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weight, and knew that multitudes had been in ſuch

circumſtances before, and that moſt of them had

fallen and periſhed ; and ſaw nothing within reach,

that he could take hold of to ſave him ; what diſ.

treſs would he be in P. How ready to think that now

the thread was breaking ; now this minute he ſhould

be ſwallowed up in theſe flames P And would not

he be ready to cry out in ſuch circumſtances P. How

much more thoſe that ſee themſelves in this man

ner hanging over an infinitely more dreadful pit, or

held over it in the hand of God, whom at the ſame

time they ſee to be exceedingly provoked 2 No

wonder they are ready to expect every moment

when this angry God will let them drop , and no

wonder they cry out of their miſery; and no won

der that the wrath of God, when manifeſted but a

little to the ſoul, over-bears human ſtrength.

10. So it may eaſily be accounted for, how a true

fenſe of the glorious excellency of the Lord Jeſus

Chriſt, and of his dying love, ſhould be ſuch as to

overcome the bodily ſtrength. We all own, that

no man can ſee God and live; and that it is but a

very ſmall part of that apprehenſion of the glory and

love of Chriſt, which the ſaints in heaven enjoy,

that our preſent frame can bear: therefore it is not

at all ſtrange that God ſhould ſometimes give his

ſaints ſuch foretaſtes of heaven, as to diminiſh their

bodily ſtrength.

11. But ſome objećt againſt ſuch extraordinary

appearances, that we have no inſtances of them re

corded in the New Teſtament. If this ſhould be

allowed, I ſee no force in the objećtion, ſince nei

ther reaſon, nor any rule of ſcripture excludes ſuch

things. I do not know that we have any expreſs

mention in the New Teſtament of any perſon's

weeping, or groaning, or fighing, thro' fear of hell,

or a ſenſe of God's anger; but is there any body ſo

fooliſh as from hence to argue, that in whomſoever

theſe things appear, their convićtions are not from

the Spirit of God? And the reaſon why we do not

argue thus, is, becauſe theſe are eaſily accounted

for, from what we know of the nature of*
IQırl
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from what the ſcriptures inform us in general, con

cerning the nature of eternal things, and the nature

of the convićtions of God’s ſpirit; ſo that there is

no need that any thing i...ºf be ſaid in particular

concerning theſe external, circumſtantial effects.

But though they are not particularly recorded, yet

there is great reaſon to think, from the general ac

counts we have, that it could not be otherwiſe:

and that That great out-pouring of the ſpirit which

then was, was not wholly without thoſe extraor

dinary effects on perſons bodies. The Jaylor, in

particular, ſeems to have been an inſtance of that

nature, when he, in the utmoſt diſtreſs and amaze

ment, came trembling, and fell down before Paul

and Silas: his falling down at that time does not

appear a deſigned putting himſelf into a poſture of

ſupplication ; for he ſeems not to have ſaid any

thing to them then ; but he firſt brought them out,

and then he ſays to them, “Sirs, what muſt I do

“ to be ſaved P’’ Aćts xvi. 29, 30. The ſpalmiſt

ives account of himſelf crying out aloud, and a yet

#. er, of a great weakening of his body, under

convićtions, and a ſenſe of the guilt of fin, Pſal.

xxxii. 3, 4. “When I kept filence my bones waxed

“ old, through my roaring all the day long ; for day

“ and night thy hand was heavy upon me, my

“ moiſture is turned into the drought of ſummer.”

12. We read of the diſciples, Matt. xiv. 26. that

when they ſaw Chriſt coming to them in the ſtorm,

and took him for ſome terrible enemy, they cried ,

out for fear: why therefore ſhould it be thought

ſtrange, that perſons ſhould cry out for fear, when

God appears to them as their terrible cnemy, and

they ſee themſelves in danger of being ſwallowed

up in the bottomleſs gulph of eternal miſery

13. It is a weak objection, that the impreſſions

Enthuſiaſts are under, have been wont to have a .

great effect on their bodies. That the Quakers

uſed to tremble, is no argument that Paul, and the

Jaylor did not tremble from real convićtions of con

ſcience. Indeed all ſuch objećtions from effects on

the body, let them be greatcr or leſs, ſecm to be ex

- - ceeding
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ceeding frivolous; they that argue from hence, are

going in the dark. They know not what ground

they go upon, nor what rule they go by. The root

and cauſe of things is to be looked at, and the nature

of the operations and affections that perſons minds

are under, are what are to beº into, and ex

amined by the rule of God's word, and not the

motions of the blood and animal ſpirits.

14. Thirdly, It is no argument that an operation

on the minds of a people, is not the work of the

Spirit of God, that it occaſions a great ado, and a

great deal of noiſe about religion. For though true

religion does not delight in the applauſe of men, yet

ſuch is human nature, that it is morally impoſſible

there ſhould be a great and general concern, and en

gagedneſs of mind amongſt a people, and yet but

little ſaid or done that ſhould be publicly obſerva

ble ; or that it ſhould not cauſe a viſible and open

commotion and alteration amongſt that people.

Surely, it is no argument that the minds of per

ſons are not under the influence of God's ſpirit, that

they are very much moved. For eternal things are

fo great, and of ſuch vaſt concern, that there is

great abſurdity in men's being but moderately

moved by them. And when was there ever any

ſuch thing ſince the world ſtood, as a people in ge

neral being greatly affected in any affair whatſo

ever, without noiſe or ſtir P The nature of man will

not allow it. -

15. Indeed Chriſt ſays, Luke xvii. 20. “The

“kingdom of God cometh not with obſerva

“tion:” that is, not with outward and viſible

pomp. And yet it ſhall not be ſet up in the world,

on the ruins of Satan's kingdom, without a mighty

change in the ſtate of things; to the obſervation and

aſtoniſhment of the whole world. This is declared

in the prophecies of ſcripture, and by Chriſt him:

ſelf, in this very place, in his own explanation of

thoſe very words, ver. 24. “ For as the lightning

“ that lighteth out ofone part under heaven, ſhineth

“ unto the other part under heaven, ſo ſhall alſo the

“Son of Man be in his day.” This is to diſtinguiſh
- - Chriſt's
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Chriſt's coming to ſet up his kingdom, from the

coming of falſe chriſts, which he tells us will be in

a private manner in the deſerts, and in the ſecret

chambers, whereas this event ſhould be open and

public, in the fight of the whole world, like lightn

ing that cannot be hid, but glares in every one's

eyes, and ſhines from one ſide of heaven to the

other. -

Accordingly we find, that when Chriſt's king

dom came, by that remarkable pouring out of the

ſpirit in the apoſtle's days, it occaſioned a great ſtir

and ado every where. What a mighty oppoſition

was there in Jeruſalem, on occaſion of that great

effuſion of the ſpirit there? And ſo what great ado

in Samaria, Antioch, Epheſus, Corinth, and other

places, the affair filled the world with noiſe, and

gave occaſion to ſome to ſay of the apoſtle, that

“ they had turned the world upfide down.” Aćts

xvii. 6.

16. Fourthly, It is no argument that an opera

tion on the minds of a people, is not the work of

the Spirit of God, that many who are the ſubjećts

of it, have great impreſſions on their imaginations.

That perſons have many impreſſions on their ima

ginations, does not prove that they have nothing

elſe. It is eaſy to be accounted for, that there

ſhould be much of this nature amongſt a people,

where a great multitude of all kinds of conſtitutions

have their minds engaged, with intenſe thought and

Ítrong affection, about thoſe things that are inviſible. .

Yea, it would be ſtrange if there ſhould not. We

cannot think of things inviſible, without a degree

of imagination. I dare appeal to any man, whe

ther he is able to fix his thoughts on Chriſt, or the /

things of another world, without imaginary ideas ||

. his meditations? And the more engaged y

the mind is, the more lively and ſtrong will the .

imaginary idea ordinarily be ; eſpecially when the ,

contemplation is attended with any thing of ſur-,

prize. As when the view a perſon has it new,

and takes ſtrong hold of the pºſſ. either fear or

joy; and when the change is ſudden, from a con

- - trary
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trary extreme, as from that which was extremely

dreadful, to that which is extremely delightful.

And it is no wonder that many perſons do not well

diſtinguiſh between that which is imaginary, and

that which is intelle&tual and ſpiritual ; and that

they are apt to lay too much weight on the imagi

nary part, and are moſt ready to ſpeak of that in

the account they give of their experiences, eſpeci

ally perſons of leſs underſtanding.

17. As God has given us ſuch a faculty as the

imagination, and has ſo made us, that we cannot

think of things ſpiritual and inviſible, without ſome

exerciſe of this faculty, ſo it appears to me, that

this is really helpful to the other faculties of the

mind, when a proper uſe is made of it, though often,

when the imagination is ſtrong, and the other fa

- culties weak, it over bears them. And it Fiji.

to me manifeſt in many inſtances, that God hath

made uſe of this faculty to truly divine purpoſes;

eſpecially in ſome that are more ignorant : he ſeems

to condeſcend to their circumſtances, and deal with

them as babes ; as of old he inſtrućted his church

while in a ſtate of ignorance and minority, by tipes

and outward repreſentations. I can ſee nothing

unreaſonable in ſuch a ſuppoſition. Let others that

have much occaſion to deal with ſouls in ſpiritual

concerns, judge whether experience do not con
firm it. -

18. Fifthly, It is no ſign that a work wrought on

the minds of people is not from the Spirit of God,
that example is made uſe of as a great means of it.

It is ſurcly no argument that an effect is not from

God, that means are made uſe of in producing 1t;

and it is no more an argument, that this means is

made uſe of, than if it was any other means. . It is

agreeable to ſcripture that perſons ſhould be influ

eñced by one another's good example : the ſcrip

ture dire&ts us to ſet good examples to that end,

Matt. v. 16. 1 Pet. iii. 1. 1 Tim. iv. 12. Tit.

ii. 7. and alſo direéts us to be influenced by the good

examples that others ſet, and to follow...them,

2 Cor. viii. 1–7. Heb. vi. 12. Phil. iii. 17.

1 Cor. iv. 16, and chap. xi. 1, 2 Theſſ. iii. 9.

- - - - 1 Theſſ.
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19. And as this is a ſcriptural Way of carrying on

God's Work, ſo it is a reaſonable Way. It is no Ar

gument that Men are not influenced by Reaſon, that

they are influenced by Example. This Way of Per

fons holding forth Truth to one another, has a Ten

dency to enlighten the Mind, and to convince Rea

fon. None will deny, but that for Perſons to fignify

Things one to another by Words, may rationally tend

to enlighten their Minds. But the ſame Thing may

be fignified by Aëtions, and that more fully and effectu

ally. Words are of no Uſe but as they convey our

Ideas to others; and this, Aćtions, in ſome Caſes,

may do more fully. There is a Language in A&ions';

and in ſome Caſes, much more clear and convincing

than in Words.

It is therefore no Argument againſt the Goodneſs

of the Effect, that one affects and ſtirs up another ;

or that Perſons are greatly affected by ſeeing others

ſo ; yea, tho' the Impreſſion that is made upon them

fhould be only by ſeeing the Tokens of extraordinary

Affection in others, without hearing them ſay one

Word. There may be a Language ſufficient in their

Behaviour only, to convey their Minds to others, and

to fignify to them the ſenſe of Things they have, more

than can poſſibly be done by Words. If a Perſon ſhould

‘ſee another under ſome extreme bodily Torment, he

might receive much more convincing Evidence what

he ſuffered, by his A&tions in his Miſery, than he

could do by the Words of a Relator. In like manner,

he might receive a greater Idea of any thing that is

delightful, from the Behaviour of one that is in ačtual

Enjoyment, than by the Narration of another. I

deſire this Matter may be examined by the ſtrićteſt

Reaſon. -

zo. There never yet was a great Revival of Re

ligion, but that Example had a main Hand in it. So it

was in the Time of the Reformation, and ſo it evi

dently was in that great Out-pouring of the Spirit that

was in the Apoſtle's Days, in jeruſalem, and Samaria,

and Epheſus, and other Parts of the World; as will

be moſt manifeſt to any one that attends to the Ac

counts we have in the Aëts of the Apoſſes; as in thoſe

B Days
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Days one Perſon was moved by another, ſo one City

or Town was influenced by the Example of another,

1 Thºſ. i. 7, 8. So that ye were Enſamp/es to all that

&ſiege in Macedonia and Akbaia, fºr from 3ou ſounded out

the Word ºf the Lord, not only in Macedonia and A.hia, but

; in etery Place your Faith to God-ward is ſpread a
road.

And it is foretold, that the Work of Gop ſhould

be carried on very much by this Means, in the laſt

great Out-pouring of the Spirit, that ſhould introduce

the glorious Day of the Church, ſo often ſpoken of in

Scripture, Zech. viii. 21, 22, 23. And the Inhabitants

of one City ſhall go to another, ſaying, Let us go ſpeedily

to pray befºre the Lord, and to ſeek the Lord ofHoff; ; I

will go alſo. Yea many People, and ſtrong Nations ſhall

come to ſeek the Lord ºf Hoffs in jeruſalem, and to pray

before the Lord. Thus faith the Lord of Hºffs, in thoſe

Days it ſhall come to paſt, that ten Men ſhall take hºld,

out of all Languages of the Nations, even ſhall take hold of

the Skirt of him that is a jew, ſaying, We will go with

you, for we have beard that GOD is with you.

21. Sixthly, It is no Sign that a Work that is

wrought amongſt a People is not from the Spirit of

God, That many that ſeem to be the Subjeć's of it, are

guilty of great Imprudences and Irregularities in their

Condu/?. It is no Wonder at all, that in a mixt Mul

titude of all Sorts, wiſe and unwiſe, young and old,

who are under ſtrong Impreſſions of Mind, there are

many that behave themſelves imprudently. There

are but few that know how to condućt them under

vehement Affections of any kind; to do ſo requires

a great deal of Diſcretion, and Strength and Steadi

neſs of Mind. A thouſand Imprudences won't prove

a Work not to be the Work of the Spirit of God ;

yea, if there be not only Imprudences, but many

Things prevailing that are irregular, and really con

trary to the Rules of Gop's holy Word. That it

{hould be thus may be well accounted for from the

exceeding Weakneſs of human Nature, together with

the remaining Darkneſs and Corruption of thoſe that

are yet the Subjećts of the ſaving Influences of God's

Spirit.
We
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We have a remarkable Inſtance in the New Teſta

ment, of a People that partook largely of that great

Effuſion of the Spirit, among whom there neverthe

leſs abounded Imprudences and great Irregularities ;

and that is the Corinthiams. There is ſcarce any

Church more celebrated in the New Teſtament for

being bleſſed with large Meaſures of the Spirit of

God; yet what manifold Imprudences, yea ſinful

Irregularities, and ſtrange Confuſion did they run in

to, at the Lord's Supper, in other Parts of public

Worſhip, in Contention about their Teachers, and

even in the Exerciſe of their extraordinary Gifts, tho’

they ſpake and acted by the immediate Inſpiration of

the Spirit of God. - -

22. Nay, if we ſee great Imprudences, and even,

finful Irregularities in ſome that are employed as great

Inſtruments to carry on the Work, it won't prove it

not to be the Work of God. The Apoſtle Peter him

ſelf, one of the chief Inſtruments of ſetting up the

Chriſtian Church in the World, when he was ačtu

ally engaged in this Work, was guilty of a great and

finful Error in his Condućt ; of which the Apoſtle

Paul ſpeaks, Gal. ii. 11, 12, 13. But when Peter was

some to Antioch, I with/food him to the Face, becauſe

Ae was to be blamed. For before that certain came

from 7ames, he did eat with the Gentiles, but when

they coere come, he withdrew, and ſeparated himſelf,

ſºaring them that were of the Circumciſion : and the

other jews aiſſembled likewiſe with him ; inſomuch that

Barnabas alſo waſ carried away with their Diffmulation.

Now if the great Pillar of the Chriſtian Church was

guilty of ſuch an Irregularity, is it any Wonder if o

ther leſſer Inſtruments ſhould be guilty of many Irre

gularities *

23. And here in particular, it is no Evidence that

a Work is not the Work of God, if many that are

the Subjećts of it, or Inſtruments to carry it on, are

guilty of too great a Forwardneſs to cenſure others as

unconverted, either not duly apprehending the Lati

tude the Spirit of God uſes in the Methods of his

Operations, or for Want of making due Allowance

for
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for that Infirmity and Corruption that may be left in

the Hearts of true Believers.

It is obſervable that there never was a Time of

great Reformation, a Spirit of Zeal in the Church of

GoD, but that it has been attended with Irregularity,

running out ſome Way or other into an undue Seve

rity. Thus in the Apoſtle's Days, a great deal of

Zeal was ſpent about unclean Meats, both Parties

condemning one another, while St. Paul had Charity

for both : He that eats, ſays he, to the Lord he eats,

and giveth God Thanks ; and *e that eateth mat, to the

Alard he eateth not, and giveth God ſhanks. So in the

Church of Corinth, they had got into a Way of ex

tolling ſome Miniſters, and cenſuring others, and

were puffed up for one againſt another : but yet theſe

Things were no Sign that the Work then carried on,

was not the Work of Go D. After this, when Reli

gion was ſtill flouriſhing in the World, and a Spirit

of eminent Holineſs prevailed, the Zeal of Chriſtians

run out into a very improper Severity, in the Exerciſe

of Church Diſcipline towards Delinquents. And in

that glorious Revival of Religion, in the Time of the

Reformation, Zeal in many Inſtances appeared in a

very improper Severity, and even a Degree of Perſe

cution. Yea in ſome of the moſt eminent Reformers;

as in the great Calvin in particular : and many were

guilty of ſeverely cenſuring others that differed from

them in Opinion. ..

24. Seventhly, nor are many Errors in judgment,

and ſome De/uſions of Satan intermixed with the Work,

any Argument that the Work in general is not the

Work of the Spirit of God. If many Deluſions of

Satan appear at the ſame Time that a great religious

# Concern prevails, it is not an Argument that the

Work in general is not the Work of Gop, any more

than it was an Argument in Egypt, that there were no

true Miracles wrought there, by the Hand of God,

becauſe jammes and jambres wrought falſe Miracles at

the ſame Time by the Hand of the Devil. Yea, the

| ſame Perſons may be the Subjećts of much of the

| Influences of the Spirit of GoD, and yet in ſome

- Things
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Things be led away by the Deluſion of the Devil.

And this is no more a Paradox than many other

Things that are true of real Believers, in the preſent

State, where Grace dwells with ſo much Corruption

remaining for a While together in the ſame Heart.

* many good Men have undoubtedly, in this and other

Ages, expoſed themſelves to grievous Deluſions, by an

Aptneſs to lay too much Weight on Impulſes and Im

preſſions, as if they were immediate Revelations from

Gop, to ſignify ſomething future, or to direct them

where to go, and what to do.

25. Eighthly, if ſome fall away into groſ, Errors,

or ſcandalous Pračiices, it is no Argument that the

Work in general is not the Work of the Spirit of

God. That there are ſome Counterfeits is no Argu

ment that nothing is true ; ſuch Things are always

expected in a Time of Reformation. If we look into

Church Hiſtory, we ſhall find no Inſtance of a great Re

vival of Religion, but what has been attended with

many ſuch Things: inſtances of this Nature in the

Apoſtle's Days were innumerable, both of thoſe that

fell away into groſs Herefies, and alſo vile Pračtices.

And they were not only private Chriſtians, butTeach

ers and Officers, and eminent Perſons in the Chriſtian

Church ; and ſome whom God had endowed with

miraculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt.

An Inſtance of this Nature was Nico'at, one of the

ſeven Deacons, who was looked upon by the Chriſ

tians in jeruſalem, as a Man full of the Holy Ghoſt,

and was choſen out of the Multitude of Chriſtians to

that Office, for that Reaſon ; as you may ſee in Afts

vi. 3., 5. yet he afterwards fell away, and became the

Head of a Sečt of vile Heretics, of groſs Pračtices,

' called from his Name the Sečt of the Nicolaitans.

Rev. ii. 6, and 15.

So in the Time of the Reformation from Popery,

how great was the Number of thoſe that for a while

feemed to join with the Reformers, that fell away in

to the groſſeſt and moſt abſurd Errors and abominable

Pračtices -

And it is particularly obſervable, that in Times of

great pouring out of the Spirit to revive Religion in

B 3 the
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the World, a Number of thoſe that for a while ſeem.

ed to partake in it, have fallen off into whimſical and

extravagant Errors, boaſting of high Degrees of Spi

rituality, and condemning others as carnal. Thus it

was with the Gnºſtics in the Apoſtles Times; and thus

it was with the ſeveral Sečts of Anababtiffs in the Time"

of the Reformation. And ſome of the Leaders ofthoſe

wild Enthuſiaſts, had been for a while highly eſteem'd

by the firſt Reformers. -

And ſo in the Beginning of New-England, when

vital Piety flouriſhed, ſuch Things as theſe broke out.

Therefore the Devil's ſowing ſuch Tares is no Proof

that a true Work of the Spirit of God is not carried

on.

26. Ninethly, It is no Argument that a Work is not

from the Spirit of God, That is it promoted by Miniſters

inſifting very much on the Terrors of God's holy Law, and

that with a great deal of Pathos and Earneffneſs. If there

be really a Hell of dreadful and never-ending Tor

ments, which Multitues are in great Danger of, and

which the bigger Part of Men in Chriſtian Coun

tries do ačtually from Generation to Generation fall

into, for Want of a Senſe of the Terribleneſs of it,

and their Danger, and ſo for Want of taking due Care

to avoid it; then why is it not proper for thoſe that

have the Care of Souls to take great Pains to make;

Men ſenſible of it why ſhould not they be told as

much of the Truth as can be if I am in Danger of

going to Hell, I ſhould be glad to know as much as

poſſible I can of the Dreadfulneſs of it: If I am very

prone to neglect due Care to avoid it, he does me the

beſt Kindneſs, that does moſt to repreſent to me the

Truth of the Caſe, that ſets forth my Miſery and Dan

ger in the livelieſt Manner.

I appeal to every one here, whether this is not the

very Courſe they would take in caſe of any great tem

porary Calamity? if any of you that are Heads of

Families ſaw one of your Children in an Houſe that

was all on Fire, that ſeemed inſenſible of its Danger,

and negle&ted to eſcape, after you had ofºn called to

it, would you go,on to ſpeak in a cold and indifferent

Manner would not you cry aloud, and “Prº
til &

-

-

---.

-

º
* *



( 19 )

the Danger it was in, and the Folly in delaying, in

the moſt lively Manner you was capable of if you

ſhould continue to ſpeak to it only in a cold Manner,

as you are wont to do in ordinary Converſation about

indifferent Matters, would not thoſe about you begin

to think you were bereft of Reaſon yourſelf? It is

not the Way of Mankind, in temporal Affairs of

great Moment, that require earneſt Heed and great

Haſte, to ſpeak to others of their Danger, and warn

them but a little; and when they do it at all, in a

cold indifferent Manner: mature teaches Men other

wiſe. If then we that have the Care of Souls, knew

what Hell was, had ſeen the State of the Damned,

or by any other Means, became ſenſible how dread.

ful their Caſe was ; and at the ſame Time knew that

the bigger Part of Men went thither, and ſaw our

Hearers in iminent Danger, and yet inſenſible of

their Danger, it would be morally impoſſible for us

to avoid moſt earneſtly ſetting before them the Dread

fulneſs of that Miſery they were in Danger of, and

warning them to fly from it.

27. When Miniſters preach of Hell, and warn Sin

ners to avoid it, in a cold Manner, tho' they may ſay

in Words that it is infinitely terrible ; yet (if we look

on Language as a Communication of our Minds to

* others) they contradićt themſelves; for Aétions, as I -

obſerved before, have a Language as well as Words.

And at the ſame time that ſuch a Preacher's Words

repreſent the Sinner's State as infinitely dreadful, if

his Behaviour and manner of ſpeaking contradićt it,

he defeats his own Purpoſe; for the Language of his

Aéticns, is much more effectual than the bare Signifi

cation of his Words. - -

Not that I think the Law only ſhould be preached:

Miniſters may preach other Things too little. The

Goſpel is to be preached as well as the Law, and the

Law is to be preached only to make Way for the Goſ.

pel. So that a Miniſter ought not to inſiſt ſo much on

the Terrors of the Law, as to forget his End, and

negle&t to preach the Goſpel. But yet the Law is very

much to be inſiſted on, and the preaching of the Goſ

Pel is like to be in vain without it.

*

*

Indeed

- - º cº

- -- - * - * * º -
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Indeed ſome talk of it as an unreaſonable Thing

to think to fright Perſons to Heaven. But I think it

is a reaſonable Thing to endeavour to fright Perſons

away from Hell, that ſtand upon the Brink of it, and

are juſt ready to fall into it, and are ſenſeleſs of their

Danger. It is a reaſonable Thing to fright a Perſon

out of an Houſe on Fire. The Word Fright is com

monly uſed for ſudden, cauſeleſs Fear, or groundleſs

Surprize; but ſurely a juſt Fear, that there is good

Reaſon for, tho' it be very great, is not to be ſpoken

againſt under any ſuch Name.

28. Having thus ſhown, in ſome Inſtances, what are

not Evidences that a Work wrought among a People,

is not a Work of the Spirit of God,

I proceed in the Second Place, to ſhew poſitively

what are the ſure, diſtinguiſhing, Scripture Evidences

and Marks of a Work of the Spirit of God, by which

we may proceed in judging of any Operation we find

in ourſelves, or ſee among a People, without Danger

of being miſled.

And in this, as I ſaid before, I ſhall confine myſelf

wholly to thoſe Marks which are given by the Apoſtle

in this Chapter, where this Matter is particularly

handled, and more plainly and fully than any where

elſe in the Bible, And in ſpeaking to theſe Marks, I

ſhall take them in the Order in which I find them in

the Chapter.

Firſt, when that Spirit that is at Work amongſt a

People is obſerved to raiſe their Eſteem of that Jesus

that was born of the Virgin, and was crucified with

out the Gates of jeruſalem ; and to confirm their

Minds in the Truth of what the Goſpel declares,

of his being the Son of GoD, and the Saviour of

Men; it is a ſure Sign that that Spirit is of Go D. This

Sign the Apoſtle gives us in the 2d and 3d Verſes.

Hereby know ye the Spirit of God; every Spirit that con

f/ºth that feſus Chrift iſ come in the Fleſh, is of God;

and every Spirit that confº/ath not that 7e us Córiſ is

come in the Fleſh, is not of God. This impliesº
not only that there was ſuch a Perſon who did an

ſuffered thoſe Things that are recorded of him, but

that that Perſon was CHR 1st, i. e. the Son of GoD, the

Anointed
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Anointed of God to be Lord and Saviour. That thus

much is implied, is confirmed by the 15th Verſe,

where the Apoſtle is ſtill on the ſame Subječt of Signs

of the true Spirit: Whoſoever ſhall confeſs that jejus

is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in

God.

And it is to be obſerved that the Word confſ, as

it is often uſed in the New Teſtament, ſignifies more

than merely allowing: It implies an Eſtabliſhing a

Thing by Teſtimony, and declaring it with Eſteem

and Affection; ſo Matt. x. 32. Whoſoever ſhall comfºſs

me befºre Men, him will I coºfſ, before my Father which

iſ in Heaven. Rom. xvi. 9. I will conf/3 to thee among

the Gentiles, and ſing unto thy Name. And Phil. iii 1.

That every Tongue may confſ; that jeſus Chrift is Lord,

to the G/ory of God the Father. And that this is the

Force of the Expreſſion here, is confirmed by that

other Place in the ſame Epiſtle, in the next Chapter,

at the 1ſt Verſe, Whoſoever believeth that jeſus is the

Chriſ?, is born of God; and every one that loveth him

that begat, loveth him alſo that is begotten of him. And

by that parallel Place of the Apoſtle Paul, where we

have the ſame Rule given to diſtinguiſh the true

Spirit from all Counterfeits, 1 Cor. xii. 3. Where

ſire I give you to underſ, nº, that no Man ſpeaking

by the Spirit of God, calleth jºſus accurſed, (or will

ſhew an ill or mean Eſteem of him) and that na

Man can ſay that jeſus is the Lord, but by the Hºy

Ghoſł. -

So that if the Spirit which is at work among a

People, is plainly obſerved to work after that Man

ner, as to convince them of CHR IST, and lead them

to CHR 1st ; to confirm their Minds in the Belief that

he is the Son of GoD, and was ſent of GoD to ſave

Sinners, and that he is the only Saviour, and that they

ſtand in great Need of him; and to beget in them

higher Thoughts of him than they uſed to have, and

to incline their Affections more to him ; it is a ſure.

Sign that it is the true and right Spirit.

29. But the Words of the Apoſtle are remarkable; "

the Perſon the Spirit gives Teſtimony to, and to whom

he raiſes their Eſteem, muſt be that Jesus that ap

peared
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peared in the Fleſh, and not another Chris r in his

Stead; nor any myſtical, fantaſtical Christ within,

which diminiſhes their Eſteem of, and Dependance

upon an outwrra CHR 1st, or Jesus as he came in the

Fleſh, and leads them off from him. But the Spirit

that gives Teſtimony for that Jesus, and leads to him,

can be no other than the Spirit of God.

The Devil has the moſt bitter and implacable En

mity againſt that Perſon, eſpecially in his Charaćter of

the Saviour of Men. He mortally hates the Dočtrine

of his Redemption; he never would go about to be

get in Men more honourable Thoughts of him, and

ſo to incline them more to fear him, and lay greater

Weight on his Inſtructions and Commands. The Spi

rit that inclines Mens Hearts to the Seed of the Wo

man, is not the Spirit of the Serpent. He that heigh

tens Mens Eſteem of the glorious Michael, that Prince

of the Angels, is not the Spirit of the Dragon that is at

War with him.

30. Secondly, When the Spirit that is at work ope

rates againſ the Interſ of Satan's Kingdom, which lies

in effabliſhing Sin, and theriſhing Mºns worldA Lºft: ;

this is a ſure Sign that it is a true, and not a falſe Spi

rit. This Sign is given in the 4th and 5th Verſes. 12

are of God, little Children, and have overcome them ; bº.

cauſe greater is be that is in you, than he that is in the

Wºrld. They are of the Wºrld, therefore ſpeak they of

the World, and the World hareth them. Here it is

evident the Apoſtle is ſtill comparing thoſe that are

influenced by the two oppoſite Kind of Spirits, the

true and the falſe, and ſhewing the Difference ; the

one are of God, and overcome the Spirit of the

World; the other are of the World, and ſpeak and

favour the Things of the World. The Spirit of the

Devil is here called. He that is in the World. CHR 1st

ſays, My Kingdom is not of this World. But it is other

wife with Satan's Kingdom; he is the God of thiſ

World. -

What the Apoſtle means by the World, or the

Thingſ of the World, we learn by his own Words, in

the 2d Chapter. Love not the World, neither the

Tbings that are in the World: if any Man love the World,

the
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the Love of the Father is not in him : fºr all that is in

the World, the Luft of the Fleſh, and the Luft of the

Eyes, and the Pride of Life, is not of the Father, but if

of the IWorld. So that by the World the Apoſtle evi

dently means every thing that appertains to Sin, all

the Corruptions and Luſts of Men, and all thoſe Aéts

and Objects by which they are gratified. In theſe

Things lies the Intereſt of his Kingdom, who is the

Spirit that is in the Wºrld.

So that me may ſafely determine, the Spirit which

works after ſuch a Manner, as to leſien Mens Eſteem

af the Pleaſures, Profits and Honours of the World,

to take off their Hearts from theſe Things ; and to

engage them in a deep Concern about eternal Happi

neſs ; which puts them upon earneſt ſeeking the King

dom of God and his Righteouſneſs, and convinces

them of the Dreadfulneſs of Sin; I ſay, the Spirit that

operates after ſuch a Manner, muſt needs be the Spirit

of Go D. -

It is not to be ſuppoſed that Satan would go about

to convince Men of Sin, and awaken the Conſcience.

It can no Way ſerve his End, to make the Candle of

the Lord ſhine the brighter, and to open the Mouth

of that Vicegerent of God in the Soul. Would the

Devil, when he is about to eſtabliſh Men in Sin, wa

ken the Conſcience to ſee the Dreadfulneſs of it,

make them exceedingly ſenſible of their Miſery by

Reaſon of their paſt Sins, and their great Need of

Deliverance from the Guilt of them, and more care

ful, inquiſitive and watchful to diſcern what is finful,

and to avoid future Sins ; and ſo more afraid of the

Devil's Temptations, and careful to guard againſtthem?

what do thoſe Men do with their Reaſon, who ſuppoſe

that the Spirit that operates thus, is the Spirit of the

Devil

3 1. Poſſibly ſome may ſay, that the Devil may

awaken Mens Conſciences to deceive them, and make

them think they are of GoD, while they are indeed

in the Gall of Bitterneſs. But to this it may be re

plied, that the Man that has an awakened Conſci

sence is the leaſt likely to be deceived of any Man in

--~~~~< * * * * *–
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the World : it is the drowſy, inſenſible, ſtupid Con”

frience, that is moſt eaſily blinded. The more ſen

fible Conſcience is in a diſeaſed Soul, the leſs eaſily is

it quieted without a real Healing. The more ſenſible

Conſcience is made of the Dreadfulneſs of Sin, and of

the Greatneſs of a Man's own Guilt, the leſs likely is

he to reſt in his own Righteouſneſs, or to be pacified

with Shadows. A Man that has been thoroughly ter

rified with a Senſe of his Danger and Miſery, is not

eaſily flattered and made to believe himſelf ſafe, with

out good Grounds. -

To awaken Conſcience, and convince of the Evil of

Sin, cannot then tend to eſtabliſh Sin, but certainly

tends to make way for Sin and Satan's being caſt out.

Therefore this is a good Argument that the Spirit that

operates thus, can't be the Spirit of the Devil; if

Christ knew how to argue, who told the Phariſee,

that ſuppoſed the Spirit he wrought by, was the Spi

rit of the Devil, that Satan would not caft out Satan,

Matt. xii. 25, 26.

And therefore, if we ſee Perſons made ſenſible of

the dreadful Nature of Sin, and of the Diſpleaſure of

God againſt it, earneſtly concerned for their eternal

Salvation, ſenſible of their Need of God's Help, and

engaged to ſeek it in the Uſe of the Means that God

has appointed, we may certainly conclude this is from

the Spirit of God ; whatever Effe&ts this concern has

on their Bodies; tho' it cauſes them to cry out aloud,

or to ſhriek, or to faint, or tho' it throws them into

Convulſions, er whatever other Way the Blood and

Spirits are moved. -

The Influence of the Spirit of God is yet more a

bundantly manifeſt, if Perſons have their Hearts drawn

off from the World, and wean'd from the Obječts of

their worldly Lufts, and taken off from worldly Pur

ſuits, by the Senſe they have of the Excellency of di

vine Things, and the Effection they have to thoſe ſpi

ritual Enjoyments of another World, that are promiſed

in the Goſpel.

32. Thirdly, That Spirit which operates in ſuch

a Manner, as to cauſe in Men a greater Regard i.
the

...— — —- r--------
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the Holy Scriptures, and ºftabliſhes them mºre in their"

Truth and Divinity, is certainly the Spirit of God.

This Rule the Apoſtle gives us in the 6th Verſe :

We are of GoD, he that knoweth GOD heareth as:

He that is not of GOD, heareth not as : Hereby knºw

we the Spirit of Truth, and the Spirit of Ernor. We

are of GOD ; that is, “We the Apoſtles, are ſent

“ forth of God, and apointed of him, to teach the

“ World, and to deliver that Doctrine, thoſe In

“ ſtructions that are to be their Rule; therefore he

“ that knoweth GOD, heareth us, &c.” The A

poſtle's Argument in the Verſe equally reaches all that

in the ſame Senſe are of GOD, that is, all thoſe

whom God appointed to deliver to his Church its

Rule of Faith and Pračtice; all the Prophets and A

poſtles, whoſe Dočtrine God has made the Founda
tion on which he has built his Church. The Devil

ever would go about to beget in Perſons a Regard

to that divine Word, which God hath given to be

the great and ſtanding Rule for the Direction of his

Church in all Ages. A Spirit of Deluſion won't in

cline Perſons to ſeek Direction at the Mouth of GoD

To the Law and to the Tºftimony, is never the Cry of

thoſe evil Spirits that have no Light in them... It is,

God's own Direétion to diſcover their Deluſions, Iſa.

viii. 19. 20. And when they ſhall ſay wato you, Seek

unto them that have familiar Spirits :— ſo the Law,

and to the Tºftimony: if they ſpeak not according to this

Word, it is becauſe there is no Light in them. The

Devil don't ſay the ſame as Abraham did, They have

Moſes and the Prophets, let them hear them : nor the

ſame that the Voice from Heaven did concerning

Christ, Hear ye him. Would the Spirit of Error, in

order to deceive Men, beget in them an high Opini

on of the infallible Rule, and incline them to think

much of it, and be very converſant with it? would

the Prince of Darkneſs, in order to promote his King

dom of Darkneſs, lead Men to the Sun ? the Devil

has ever ſhown a mortal Hatred towards that holy

Book, the Bible: he has done all that has been in his

Power to extinguiſh that Light, and to draw Men off

C - from
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from it: he knows that it is that Light by which his
Kingdom of Darkneſs is to be overthrown. He has

had for many Ages Experience of its Power to de

feat his Purpoſes, and baffle his Deſigns : it is his

conſtant Plague : it is the main Weapon which Mi

chael uſes in his War with him : it is the Sword of

the Spirit that pierces him, and conquers him: it is

that great, and ſore and ſtrong Sword, with which God.

puniſher Leviathan, that crooked Serpent. It is that:

ſharp Sword that we read of, Rev. xix. 15. that pro

ceeds out of the Mouth of him that ſat on the Horſe,

with which he ſmites his Enemies. Every Text is a

Dart to torment the old Serpent : he has felt the

ſtinging Smart thouſands of Times; therefore he is

enraged againſt the Bible, and hates every Word in

it : and therefore we may be ſure that he never will

go about to raiſe Perſons Eſteem of it, or Affection

to it. And accordingly we ſee it to be common in En

thuſiaſts, to depreciate this written Rule, and ſet up.

ſome other Rule above it.

33. Fourthly, Another Rule to judge of Spirits

may be drawn from thoſe oppoſite Compellations gi

gen to the two oppoſite Spirits, in the laſt Words of

the 6th Verſe, The SPIR it of TRUTH, and the SP1

R it of ER RoR. Theſe Words exhibit the two op

poſite Charaćters of the Spirit of God, and other Spi

rits. And therefore, if we ſee that a Spirit operates

as a Spirit of Truth, leading Perſons to Truth, con

vincing them of thoſe Things that are true, we

may ſafely determine it is a right and true Spirit. As

for Inſtance, if we obſerve that the Spirit which is at

Work, makes Men more ſenſible than they uſed to be,

that there is a God, and that he is a great God, and

a juſt God ; and make them more to realize it, that

they muſt die, that Life is ſhort, and very uncer

tain ; that there is another World; that they have

immortal Souls, and that they muſt give Account of

themſelves to God; if it convinces them that they are

exceeding finful by Nature and Practice ; and that

they are helpleſs in themſelves ; and confirms them.

in other things that are agreeable to found Dean: :

- C



( 27 )

the Spirit that works thus, operates as a Spirit of

Truth: he repreſents things as they are indeed : he

brings Men to the Light; and we may conclude, that

it is not the Spirit of Darkneſs that doth thus diſcover

and make manifft the Truth.

34. Fifthly, If the Spirit that is at work among a

People ºperates as a Spirit of Love to GOD and Man,

it is a ſure Sign that it is the Spirit of God. This Sign

the Apoſtle inſiſts upon from the 6th Verſe to the End

of the Chapter: Beloved, let as love one another ; for

Love is of G O D, and every one that loveth is born of

GOD, and knoweth GOD: he that loveth not, knoweth

not GOD, fºr GOD is Love, &c. Here it is evident,

that the Apoſte is ſtill comparing thoſe two ſorts of

-Perſons that are influenced by the oppoſite kinds of

‘Spirits; and mentions Love as a Mark by which

we may know who has the true Spirit: But this

is eſpecially evident by the 12th and 13th Verſes,

-If we love one another, G O D dwelleth in us, and his

Love is perftſted in ur: hereby know we that we dwell

in him, and he in us, Becauſe he hath given us of

his Spirit. In theſe Verſes Love is ſpoken of as if it

were that wherein the very Nature of the Holy Spi

rit conſiſted ; or, as if divine Love dwelling in us,

and the Spirit of God dwelling in us, were the ſame

Thing ; as it is alſo in the two laſt Verſes of the fore

going Chapter, and in the 16th Verſe of this. There

fore this laſt Mark he ſeems to ſpeak of as the moſt

‘eminent ; and ſo infiſts much more largely upon it

than upon all the reſt ; and ſpeaks expreſly of both

Love to God and Men; of Love to Men, in the 7th,

11th, and 12th Verſes; and of Love to G O D, in the

17th, 18th and 19th Verſes; and of both together,

in the two laſt Verſes ; and of Love to Men, as ariſing

from Lowe to GO D, in theſe two laſt Verſes.

Therefore, when the Spirit that is at work amongſt

a People, works in them a delightful Senſe of the Ex

cellency of Jesus Christ ; repreſenting him as the

Chief among ten thouſand, altogether lovely, and

makes him precious to the Soul; winning and draw

ing the Heart with the wonderful, free Love of Gop

in
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in giving his only begotten Son to die for us, and the

wonderful dying Love of CHR ist to us, who had no

Love to him, but were his Enemies, as ver, 9, 10.

In thiſ waſ maniffled the Love of GOD toward uſ,

becauſe that GOD ſent his only bigotton Son into the

World, that we might live through him. Herein is

Love; not that we loved GOD, but that he loved us,

and ſent bis Son to be the Propitiation fºr our S ns. And

ver. 16. And we have known, and believed the Love .

that GOD hath to wr. And ver. 19. We love him,

Becauſe he firſt loved as: When the Spirit excites to

Love on theſe Motives, and makes the Soul to lon

after GoD and CHR 1st, and to live ſo as to#:
and honour them; and alſo quells Contentions amon

Men, and gives a Spirit of Peace and Good-will, ex

cites to A&ts of outward Kindneſs, and earneſt De

fires of the Salvation of others Souls; and cauſes a

Delight in thoſe that appear as the Children of God,

and Followers of Chris r : I ſay, when a Spirit ope

rates after this Manner, there is the higheſt Evidence

of a true and divine Spirit.

35. Indeed there is a Counterfeit of Love, that

often appears amongſt thoſe that are led by a Spirit of

Deluſion. But there is ſufficient ſaid in this Paſſage

of truly Chriſtian Love, to diſtinguiſh it from all ſuch

Counterfeits. It is Love that ariſes from an Appre

henſion of the wonderful Riches of GoD's Love to

us, in CHR 1st Jesus; attended with a Senſe of our

own Unworthineſs, and a Renunciation of all our

own Excellency and Righteouſneſs. See ver, 9, 10.

11, and 19. The ſureſt Character of true divine

Love, is, that it is an humble Love. I Cor. xiii.

Charity vaunteth mat itſelf, is not puffed up. When

therefore we ſee Love in Perſons attended with a Senſe

of their own Littleneſs, Vileneſs, Weakneſs, and utter

*Inſufficiency; and ſo with Self-renunciation, and Po

verty of Spirit, there are the manifeſt Tokens of the

Spirit of GoD : he that thus dwells in Love, dwells

in God, and GoD in him. -

Love and Humility are two Things the moſt con

trary to the Spirit of the Devil, of anythingWº
Or
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World; for the Charaćter of that evil Spirit, above.

all things, conſiſts in Pride and Malice.

36. Thus I have ſpoken particularly to the ſeveral

Marks the Apoſtle gives of a Work of the true Spirit.

There are ſome of theſe Things the Devil would not

do if he could : thus, he would not awaken the Con

ſcience, and make Men ſenſible of their miſerable State

by Nature,by Reaſon of Sin, and of their great Need

of a Saviour. And he would not confirm Men in a

Belief that Jesus is the Son of God, and the Savi

our of Sinners, or raiſe their Value and Eſteem of

Him: he would not begetin Mens Minds an Opinion.

of the Neceſſity, Uſefulneſs and Truth of the Holy

Scriptures, or incline them to hearken to them, or

‘make much Uſe of them ; nor would he go about to

ſhew Men the Truth, in things that concern their

Souls ; to undeceive them, and lead them out of

Darkneſs into Light, and give them a View of things

as they are indeed. And there are other things that

the Devil neither can nor will do : he will not give

‘Men a Spirit of divine Love or Chriſtian Humility;

nor could heif he would: theſe things are as contrary

as poſſible to his Nature. And therefore, when there

is an extraordinary Influence on the Minds of a Peo

ple, if theſe Things are found in it, we are ſafe in

determining that it is the Work of God, whatever o

ther Circumſtances it may be attended with, whatever

Inſtruments are employed, whatever Methods are ta.

ken to promote it; whatever Means a ſovereign God,

whoſe Judgments are a great Deep, makes uſe of to

carry it on ; and whatever Motions there may be of

the animal Spirits, whatever Effects may be wrought

on Mens Bodies. Theſe Marks, that the Apoſtle

has given, are ſufficient to ſtand alone, and ſupport

themſelves ; and where-ever they are, they plainly

ſhew the Finger of God, and are ſufficient to out.

weigh a thouſand ſuch Obječtions, as many make

from Oddities, Irregularities, and Errors in Condućt,

it.the Deluſions and Scandals of ſome ſeeming Be.
f$, - -

C 2 But



( 3o )

37. But here ſome may objećtwhat the Apoſtle Paul

fays, in the 2 Cor. xi. 13, 14. Such are falſe Apoſtles,

deceitful Workers, transforming themſelves into the Aſoſºle;

ºf Chriſ ; and no Marvel, for Satan himſelf is tranſform

ed into an Angel of Light.

To which I anſwer, that this can be no Obječtion

againſt the Sufficiency of theſe Marks to diſtinguiſh

the true Spirit from the falſe Spirit, in thoſe falſe 4

pºſtles and faſe Prophets the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, in

whom the Devil was transformed into an Angel of

Light ; becauſe it is principally with a view to them

that the Apoſtle gives theſe Marks ; as appears by the

Words of the Text, Believe not every Spirit, but try

the Spirits, whether they are of GOD. And this is

the Reaſon he gives, Becauſe many falſe Prophets are

gone out into the World: “ There are many gone out into

#he World that are the Miniſters of the Devil, that

transfºrm themſelves into the Prophets of God, in whom

the Spirit of the Devil iſ tranſfºrmed into an Angel ºf

Light; therefore try the Spirits by theſe Rules that I

fhall give you, that you may be able to diſtinguiſh the

true Spirit from the falſe Spirit, under ſuch a crafty

Diſguiſe.” Thoſe falſe Prophets the Apoſtlejohn ſpeaks

of, are doubtleſs the ſame ſort of Men with thoſe falſe

Apoffles, and deceitful Workers, that the Apoſtle Paul

ipeaks of, in whom the Devil was transformed into an

Angelof Light: and therefore wemay be fure that theſe

Marks the Apoſtle gives, are eſpecially adapted to

diſtinguiſh between the true Spirit, and the Devil tranſ

formed into an Angel of Light, becauſe they are given

for that End. That is the Apoſtle's declared Purpoſe, .

to give Marks by which the true Spirit may be diſtin

guiſhed from that ſort of Counterfeits.
And if we look over what is ſaid about theſe falſe

Prophets and falſe Apoſtles (as there is much ſaid

about them in the New Teſtament) and take Notice

in what Manner the Devil was transformed into an

Angel of Light in them, we ſhall not find any thing

that in the leaſt injures the Sufficiency of theſe Marks

to diſtinguiſh the true Spirit from ſuch Counterfeits,

The Devil transformed himſelf into an Anº :
- - - - ----- - - - - 1ght
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Light, as there was in them a Shew, and great Boaſts

of extraordinary Knowledge in divine Things; Col.

ii. 8 1 Tim. i. 6, 7, and chap. vi. 3, 4, 5. 2 ſin. ii.

14, 16, 17, 18. Tit. i. 1 o. 16. Hence their Followers

called themſelves Groffics, from their great pre

tended Knowledge : and the Devil in them mi

micked the miraculous Gifts of the Holy Spirit, in

Viſions, Revelations, Prophecies, Miracles, and the

immediate Condućt of the Spirit in what they did:

hence they are called falfe Apoſtles and falſe Pro

phets: See Matt. xxiv. 24. Again, there was a falſe

Shew of, and lying Pretences to great Holineſs and

Devotion in Words, Rom. xvi. 17, 18. Eph. iv. 14.

Hence they are called deceitful Workers, and Weil, and

C/ouds without Water. 2 Cor. xi. 13. 2 Pet. ii. 17.

Jude 12. There was alſo in them a Shew of extra

ordinary Piety and Righteouſneſs in their ſuperſtitious

Worſhip : Co/. ii. 16, 17, 18. 21, z2, 23. So they

had a falſe, proud and bitter Zeal: Gal. iv. 17, 18.

1 Tim. i. 6. and chap. vi. 4, 5. And likewiſe a falſe

Shew of Humility, in affecting an extraordinary out

ward Meanneſs and Dejećtion, when indeed they

were vainly puffed up with their fleſhy Mind ; and made

a Righteouſneſs of their Humility, and were exceed

ingly lifted up with their eminent Piety : Col. ii,

18, 23. But how do ſuch Things as theſe, in the leaſt

injure thoſe things that have been mentioned as the

diſtinguiſhing Evidences of the true Spirit -

38. Having thus done what I at firſt propoſed, in

conſidering what are the certain, diſtinguiſhing Marks,

by which we may ſafely proceed in judging of any

Work that falls under our Obſervation, whether it

be the Work of the Spirit of God or no, I now pro

ceed to the Application.

I. From what has been ſaid, I will venture to draw

this Inference, viz. That that extraordinary Influence

that has lately appeared on the Minds of the People

a/rad in this Land, cauſing in them an uncommon Con

tern about the Things of Religion, is undoubtedly, in the

genera/, from the Spirit ºf GOD. There arc but two

- - Things
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Things that need to be known in order to ſuch a

Works being judged of, viz. Faà, and Ruler. The

Ruleſ of the Word of God we have laid before us ;.

and as to Faàs, there are but two Ways that we can

come at them, ſo as to be in a Capacity to compare

them with the Rules, either by our own Obſervation,

or by Information from others that have had Oppor

tunity to obſerve. -

As to this Work that has been lately carried on in

the Land, there are ſo many Things concerning it

that are notorious, as, unleſs the Apoſtle john was.

out in his Rules, are ſufficient to determine it to be

-in general the Work of God. It is notorious that the

Spirit that is at work, takes off Perſons Minds from

the Vanities of the World, engages them in a deep

Concern about eternal Happineſs, puts them upon

earneſtly ſeeking their Salvation, and convinces them

of the Dreadfulneſs of Sin, and of their own guilty and

miſerable State by Nature. . It is motorious that it a

wakens Mens Conſciences, and make them ſenſible of

the Dreadfulneſs of God's Anger, and cauſes in them

a great Deſire and earneſt Care and Endeavour to ob

tain his Favour. It is notorious that it puts them up

on a more diligent Improvement of the Means of

Grace which God has appointed. It is alſo notori

ous, that, in general, it works in Perſons a greater

Regard to the Word of God, and Deſire of hear

ing and reading of it. And it is notoriouſly manifeſt

that the Spirit in general operates as a Spirit of

Truth, making Perſons more ſenſible of what is really

true, in thoſe Things that concern their eternal Sal

vation: as that they muſt die, and that Life is very

ſhort and uncertain ; that there is a great and juſt

God, whom they are accountable to, and that they

ſtand in great Need of a Saviour. It is furthermore

notorious, that this Spirit makes Perſons more ſenſi

ble of the Value of that Jesus that was crucified,

and their Need of him; and that it puts them upon

-earneſtly ſeeking an Intereſt in him. It can't be but

that theſe Things ſhould be apparent to People in ge

‘neral through the Land; for theſe Things “...
- - * Oſlº.
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done in a Corner. The Work that has been wrought

has not been confined to a few Towns, in ſome re

moter Parts of the Land, but has been carried on in

many Places, and in the principal and moſt populous,

and public Places in it. And it has now been conti

nued for a conſiderable Time ; ſo that there has been

a great deal of Opportunity to obſerve the Manner of

the Work. -

39. And here I would obſerve, that the Nature

and Tendency of a Spirit that is at work, may be

determined with much greater Certainty, when it is

obſerved in a great Multitude of People of all ſorts,

and in various Places, than when it is only ſeen in a

few, in ſome particular Place, that have been much

converſant one with another. A few particular Per

fons may agree to put a Cheat upon others. But

when the Work is ſpread over great Part of a Coun

try, in Places diſtant one from another, among Peo

ple of all ſorts, and all Ages, and in Multitudes of

Perſons of ſound Mind, good Underſtanding, and

known Integrety; there would be the greateſt Ab

furdity in ſuppoſing that, by all the Obſervation that

can be made, for many Months together, by thoſe

that are moſt intimate with them in theſe Affairs,

and have long been acquainted with them, ſtill it

can't be determined what kind of Influence the Ope

ration they are under, has upon People's Minds; whe

ther it tends to awaken their Conſciences, or to ſtu

pify them; to incline them more to ſeek their Sal

vation, or neglečt it ; whether it confirms them in a

Belief of the Scriptures, or leads them to Deiſm; and

fo in other Things. There is probably no particular

Perſon here º, that thinks himſelf to have a

Right to be treated as one of common Senſe, and Ve:

racity, but would think himſelf abuſed, if he ſhould

declare to others, that “he had altered his Mind in

theſe and thoſe Particulars; he now found himſelf

convinced of the Truth of this or that, that formerly

he did not believe ; ” if thoſe he made ſuch a Profeſ

fion to would not believe him, though they had long

been converſant with them, and though he perſiſted in

this Profeſſion for many Months together,*.
thing
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thing appeared in him but what agreed thereto. But

much more unreaſonable would it be, when ſuch Pro

feſſions are made, not by a particular Perſon only,

but by great Numbers of People, to ſuppoſe that they

all agree in profeſſing what indeed they do not feel in

their Souls,

4o. Thoſe in whom have been the uncommon Ap

pearances, whence have ariſen the main Obječtions to

shis Work, have been of two ſorts ; either thoſe that

have been in great Diſtreſs, in an Apprehenſion of

their Sin and Miſery; or thoſe that have been over

come with a Senſe of the Greatneſs, Wonderfulneſs

and Excellency of divine Things. Of the Multitude

of thoſe of the former ſort, that I have had Oppor

tunity to obſerve, there have been very few ; but

by all that could be obſerved, their Diſtreſs has ariſen

from real proper Convićtion. And tho' I don't ſup

poſe, when ſuch things were obſerved to be common,

that Perſons have laid themſelves under thoſe violent

Reſtraints, to avoid outward Manifeſtations of their

Diſtreſs, that perhaps they otherwiſe would havedone;

yet there have been very few in whom there has been

any Appearance of feigning or affecting ſuch Mani

feſtations, and very many for whom it would have

been undoubtedly impoſſible to avoid them. Gene

rally thoſe that have been in theſe Agonies have ap

peared to be in the perfect Exerciſe of their Reaſon ;

and thoſe of them that have been able to ſpeak, have

been well able to give an Account of the Circum

ſtances of their Minds, and the Cauſe of their Diſ

treſs, in the Time of it, and well able to remember,

and give an Account afterwards. I have known a very

few Inſtances of thoſe, that in their great Extremity,

have for a ſhort Space been deprived, in ſome Mea

fure, of the Uſe of Reaſon. ; but among the many

hundreds, and it may be thouſands, that have lately

been brought to ſuch Agonies, I never yet knew one,

laſtingly deprived of their Reaſon. In ſome that I

have known, Melancholy has evidently been mixt;

and when it is ſo, the Difference is very apparent :

their Diſtreſs are of another kind, and operate quite

after another Manner. It is not Truth only that#.

treicS:
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treſſes them, but many vain Shadows and Notions.

Some in their great Diſtreſs have not been able to

give an Account of themſelves, or to explain the

Manner ard Cauſe of their Trouble to others. But

this won't be at all wondered at by thoſe who have

had much to do with Souls under ſpiritual Difficulties.

Some things that they are ſenſible of, are altogether

new to them, their Ideas and inward Senſations are

new, and what they therefore know not how to ac

commodate Language to, or to find Words to expreſs.

And ſome who at firſt ſay thay know not what was

the matter with them, on being particularly examined,

have been able to repreſent their Caſe, tho' of them

ſelvesthey could not find Expreſſions ſo to do.

4t. Some ſay the Terrors they think ſuch Perſons,

are in, that have ſuch Effects on their Bodies, is only

a Fright. But certainly their ought to be a Diſtin

&tion made between a very great Fear, and extreme

Diſtreſs, ariſing from an Apprehenſion of ſome dread

ful Truth, that is a Cauſe fully proportionable to ſuch

an Effect, and a needleſs, cauſeleſs Fright; which is

of two kinds; either when Perſons are terrified with

that which is not the Truth ; (of this I have ſeen very

few Inſtances, unleſs in caſe of Melancholy ;) or ſe.

condly, when Perſons are under a childiſh Fright,

only from ſome terrible outward Appearance, and a

general Notion thence ariſing, that there is ſomething

or other terrible, they know not what ; without ha

ving in their Minds the Apprehenfion of any particular

terrible Truth whatſoever. Of ſuch a kind of Fright

I have ſeen very little Appearance, either among old

dr young, -

Thoſe that are in ſuch Extremity, commonly ex

preſs a great Senſe of their exceeding Wickedneſs, of

their great Guilt in the Sight of God ; and the

Dreadfulneſs of the Puniſhment that Sin expoſes to.

Very often they have a lively Idea of the horrible

Pit of eternal Miſery; and at the ſame time the

Wrath of God appears amazingly terrible to them :

God appearing to them ſo much provoked, they are

apprehenſive he will not bear with them any longer;

but will now forthwith ſend them down to the dread.

ful
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ful Pit they have in View. Very many, in the midſt

of their Extremity, have been brought to an extraor

dinary Senſe of their fully deſerving that Wrath and

Deſtrućtion, which is then before their Eyes; and at

the ſame Time that they feared every Moment it

would be executed upon them, they have been greatly

convinced it would be altogether juſt that it ſhould.

And very often ſome Texts of Scripture, to that Ef

fećt, has been ſent home upon their Minds, whereby

their Minds have been calmed, and they have been

brought as it were to lie at God's Foot. And after

great Agonies, a little before Light has ariſen, they

have been compoſed and quiet, in a kind of Sub

miſſion to a juſt God ; but their bodily Strength much

fpent ; and ſometimes their Lives, to Appearance,

almoſt gone. Then Light has appeared, and a glori

ous Redeemer, with his wonderful all-ſufficient Grace,

has been repreſented to them often, in ſome ſweet

Invitation of Scripture. Sometimes the Light comes

in ſuddenly, ſometimes more gradually, filling their

Souls with Love, Admiration, Joy, and Self-abaſe

ment; drawing forth their Hearts in longing after

the Redeemer, and Longings to lie in the Duſt be

fore him ; and Longings that others might behold

and embrace him ; and Longings to live to his Glory ;

but appearing vile in their own Eyes, and having

much Jealouſy over their own Hearts. ' And all the

Apperrances of a real Change of Heart have fol

lowed; and Grace has acted, from time to time, af

ter the ſame Manner it uſed to act in thoſe that were

converted formerly; except that in many Light and

Comfort have been in a higher Degree. Many very

young Children have been thus wrought upon. There

have been ſome Inſtances very much like thoſe De

moniacks, Mark it.26. and chap. ix. 26. of whom we

read, that when the Devil had cried with a loud Poice,

and rent them ſore, he came out of them. And probably

thoſe Inſtances were deſigned for a Type of ſuch things

as theſe. Some have ſeveral Turns of great Agonies,

before they are delivered; and ſome have been in ſuch

Diſtreſſes, and it has paſſed off, and no Deliverance at

all has followed.

Some
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a&ted, from time to time, after the ſame manner it

uſed to att in thoſe that were converted formerly ;

except that in many, light and comfort have been .

in a higher degree. Many very young children

have been thus wrought upon. There have been

ſome inſtances very much like thoſe demoniacs,

Mark i. 26. and chap. ix. 26, of whom we read,

that “when the devăţ had cried with a loud voice,

“ and rent them fore, he came out of them.” And

probably thoſe inſtances were deſigned for a type of

ſuch things as theſe. Some have ſeveral turns of

great agónies, before they are delivered ; and ſome

have been in ſuch diſtreſſes, and it has paſſed off,

and no deliverance at all has followed. N -

42. Some object againſt it, as great confuſion,

when there is a number together, in ſuch circum

ſtances; and ſay, God cannot be the author of it,

becauſe he is the God of order, not of confuſion.

But let it be conſidered, what is the proper notion

df confuſion, but the breaking that order of things,

whereby they are duly direéted to their end, ſo that

the order and the due conneétion of means being

broken, they fail of their end ; but convićtion and

converſion of ſinners is the end of religious means.

Not but I think perſons ſhould endeavour to refrain

from ſuch outward manifeſtations, in the time of

the ſolemn worſhip. But if God is pleaſed to con

vince the conſciences of perſons, ſo that they can

not avoid great outward manifeſtations, even to the

interrupting, and breaking off thoſe public means

they were attending, I do not think this is confu

fion, or an unhappy interruption, any more than

if a company ſhould meet on the field to pray for ,

rain, and ſhould be broken off from their exerciſe

by a plentiful ſhower. Would to God that all the

public aſſemblies in the land were broken off from

their public exerciſes with ſuch confuſion as this

the next ſabbath day! we need not be ſorry for the

breaking the order of the means, by obtaining the

end to which that order is direéted: he that is

going a journey to fetch a treaſure, need not be ſorry
D that
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that he is ſtopped, by meeting the treaſure in the

midſt of his journey. -

Beſides thoſe that are overcome with convićtion

and diſtreſs, I have ſeen many that have had their

bodily ſtrength taken away with a ſenſe of the glo

rious excellency of the Redeemer, and the wonders

of his dying love; with a very uncommon ſenſe of

their own littleneſs, and exceeding vileneſs attend

ing it, with all expreſſions and appearances of the

greateſt abaſement and abhorrence of themſelves:

and many have been even overcome with pity to

the ſouls of others, and longing for their ſalvation.

43. As to the imprudences and irregularities that

have been ; it is not at all to be wondered at, that

a reformation, after a long continued, and almoſt

univerſal deadneſs, ſhould at firſt be attended with

ſuch things. When God at firſt began his great

work for the deliverance of his people, after their

long continued bondage in Egypt, there were falſe

wonders mixed with true, for a while ; which har

dened the unbelieving Egyptians, and made them

to doubt of the divinity of the whole work. When

day-light firſt appears after a night of darkneſs, we

muſt expect to º: darkneſs mixt with light, for

a while, and not have perfect day, and the . riſen

at once. The fruits of the earth are green before

they arc ripe, and come to their perfection gradually;

and ſo Chriſt tells us, is the kingdom of God; Mark

iv. 26, 27, 28. “So is the kingdom of God; as if a

“ man ſhould caſt ſeed into the ground, and ſhould

“ſleep, and riſe night and day; and the ſeed ſhould

“ ſpring and grow up, he knoweth not how : for

“ the earth bringeth §§ fruit of herſelf; firſt the

“ blade, then the ear; then the full corn in the ear.”

The imprudence and errors that have attended

this work, are the leſs to be wondered at, if it be

conſidered, that it is chiefly young perſons that have

been the ſubjećts of it. And doubtleſs it has been

one occaſion of much of the miſcondućt there has

been, that in many places, people who are the ſub

jećts of this work of God's ſpirit, ſee plainly that

their miniſters have an ill opinion of the workd
- an
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and therefore with juſt reaſon, dare not apply them

ſelves to them as their guides in this work ; and ſo

-- - - - ------------------

are without guides: and no wonder that when a peo

ple are as ſheep without a ſhepherd, they wander

out of the way. A people in ſuch circumſtances eſ

pecially, ſtand in great and continual need of guides,

and their guides ſtand in continual need of much

more wiſdom than they have of their own. And if

a people have miniſters that favour the work, and

rejoice in it, yet it is not to be expected that either

people or miniſters ſhould know ſo well how to

condućt themſelves in ſuch an extraordinary ſtate of

things, while it is new, and what they never had

any experience of before, as they may, after they

have had experience, and time to ſee the tendency,

conſequences and iſſue of things.

44. II. Let us all be hence warned, by no means

to oppoſe, or do any thing, in the leaſt to hinder that

work that has lately been carried on in the land.

The example of the Jews in Chriſt's and the apo

ſtles times, is enough to beget in thoſe that do not

acknowledge this work, a great jealouſy of them

ſelves, and to make them exceeding cautious of what

they ſay or do. Chriſt then was in the world, and

the world knew him not: he came to his own, by

profeſſion, and his own received him not. That

coming of Chriſt had been much ſpoken of in ſcrip

ture, and had been long expected; and yet becauſe

Chriſt came in a manner that they did not expect,

they would not own him, but oppoſed him, count

ed him a madman, and the ſpirit that he wrought

by the ſpirit of the devil. They ſtood and won

dered at the great things that were done; but yet

they met with ſo many ſtumbling-blocks, that they

finally could not acknowledge him. And when the

Spirit of God came to be ſo wonderfully poured out

in the apoſtles days, they looked upon it to be con

fuſion and diſtraćtion. They were aſtoniſhed by

what they ſaw and heard, but not convinced. And

eſpecially was the work of God then rejećted by

thoſe that were moſt conceited of their own under

ſtanding and knowledge, agreeable to Iſa. xxix. 14.

D 2 “ There
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“Therefore behold, I will proceed to do a marvel

“lous work amongſt this people, even a marvellous

work and a wonder; for the wiſdom of their

wiſe men ſhall periſh, and the underſtanding of

“ their prudent men ſhall be hid.” And many of

them that had been in rcputation for religion and

piety, had a great ſpite againſt the work, becauſe

they ſaw it tended to diminiſh their honour, and to

reproach their formality and lukewarmneſs. Yea,

ſome maliciouſly and openly oppoſed and reproach

cd the work of the Spirit of God, and called it the
work of the devil.

There is another coming of Chriſt, a ſpiritual

coming, to ſet up his kingdom in the world, that is

as much ſpoken of in ſcripture prophecy, as that firſt

coming of Chriſt was, that has been long expcćted

by the church of God; and we have reaſon to think

will be, in many reſpects, parallel with the other.

And certainly, that low ſtate that the viſible church

of God has lately been ſunk into, is very parallel

with the ſtate of the jewiſh church, when Chriſt

came ; and therefore no wonder at all, that when

Chriſt comes, his work ſhould appear a ſtrange

work to moſt. Whether the work that is now

wrought, be the beginning of that great coming of

Chriſt to ſet up his kingdom, that is ſo much ſpoken

of, or no; yet it is evident from what has been

ſaid, that it is a work of the ſame ſpirit, and of the

ſame nature. And there is no reaſon to doubt, but

that, for perſons to continue long to refuſe to ack

nowledge Chriſt in the work, eſpecially thoſe that

are ſet to be teachers in his church, will be in like

manner provoking to God, as it was in the Jews of

old, to refuſe to acknowledge Chriſt; and that,

notwithſtanding what they may plead of the great

ftumbling-blocks that are in the way, and the cauſe

they have to doubt of the work.

45. Thoſe that cannot believe the work to be true,

becauſe of the extraordinary degree and manner of

it, ſhould conſider how it was with the unbelieving

lord in Samaria, who ſaid, “Behold; if the Lor

“ would make windows in heaven, might this

- “ thing

& 4
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“ thing be p" To whom Eliſha ſaid, “ Behold

“ thou ſhalt ſee it with thine eyes, but ſhalt not

“ eat thereof.” Let all to whom this work is a

cloud and darkneſs, as the pillar of cloud and fire

was to the Egyptians, take heed that it be not their

deſtručtion, as that was theirs, while it gave light

to God’s Iſrael. -

I would pray thoſe that quiet themſelves, with

that, that they proceed on a principle of prudence,

and are waiting to ſee what the iſſue of things will

be, and what fruits men will bring forth in their

lives and converſations, would conſider, whether

this will juſtify a long refraining from acknowledg

ing Chriſt when he appears ſo wonderfully in the

land. It is probable that many of thoſe that are

thus waiting, know not what they are waiting for :

if they wait to ſee a work of God without difficul

tics and ſtumbling-blocks, that will be like the fool

waiting at the river-ſide to have the water all run

by. A work of God without ſtumbling-blocks is

never to be expe&ted; “it muſt needs be that of.

“ fences come.” There never yet was any great

manifeſtation that God made of himſelf to the world,

without many difficulties attending it. It is with

the works of God, as it is with the word of God;

they are full of thoſe things that ſeem ſtrange and

inconſiſtent and difficult to the unbelieving hearts

of men... Chriſt and his work always was, and al

ways will be a ſtone of ſtumbling, and rock of of

fence ; a gin and a ſnare to many. The prophet

Hoſea, in the laſt chapter of his prophecy, ſpeak

ing of a glorious revival of religion in God's church,

when God would, “be as the dew unto Iſrael, and

“ he ſhould grow as the lilly, and caſt forth his

“ roots as Lebanon,” concludes all thus, “Who.

“ is wiſe P and he ſhall underſtand theſe things;

“ prudent P and he ſhall know them. For the ways

“ of the Lord are right, and the juſt ſhall walk in

“ them, but the tranſgreſſors ſhall fall therein.”

It is probable that the ſtumbling-blocks that now

attend this work, will in ſome reſpects be increaſ.

ed, and not diminiſhed. Particularly, we probably
D 3 - ſhall
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ſhall ſee more inſtances of apoſtacy and groſs ini

quity among profeſſors. And if one kind of ſtumbl

ing-blocks are removed, it is to be expected that

others will come. It is with Chriſt's works, as it

was with his parables; things that are difficult to

mens dark minds, are ordered for purpoſe, for the

trial of perſons diſpoſitions and ſpiritual ſenſe.

Thoſe that are now waiting to ſee the iſſue of this

work, think they ſhall be better able to determine

by and by ; but they are probably, many of them

miſtaken. The Jews that ſaw Chriſt's miracles,

waited to ſee better evidences of his being the

Meſfiah ; they wanted a ſign from heaven ; but

they waited in vain; their ſtumbling-blocks did not

diminiſh, but increaſe ; they found no end to them ;

and ſo were more and more hardened in their un

belief.
-

46. It is to be wondered at, that thoſe who have

doubted of the work that has been attended with

fuch uncommon external appearances, ſhould be

eaſy in their doubts, without taking thorough pains

to inform themſelves, by going where ſuch things

have been to be ſeen, and narrowly obſerving

them, and diligently enquiring into them ; not

contenting themſelves only with obſerving two or

three inſtances, nor reſting till they were fully in

formed by their own obſervation. I do not doubt,

but that if this courſe had been taken, it would

have convinced all whoſe minds are not ſhut u

againſt convićtion. How greatly have they erred,

who only from the uncertain reports of others, have

ventured to ſpeak ſlightingly of theſe things That

caution of an unbelieving Jew might teach them

more prudence, Aëts v. 38, 39. “Refrain from

“ theſe men, and let them alone ; for if this coun

“ ſel, or this work be of men, it will come to

“ nought; but if it be of God, ye cannot over:

“ throw it: leſt haply ye be found to fight againſt

tº God.”

47. I come now in the third and laſt place, to
apply myſelf to thoſe that are the friends of this

work, who have been partakers of it, or are tº.
- OUIS .
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lous to promote it. Let me earneſtly exhort ſuch,

to give diligent heed to themſelves, to avoid all er

rors and miſcondućt, and whatſoever may darken

and obſcure the work, and give occaſion to thoſe

that ſtand ready to reproach it. The apoſtle was

careful to cut off occaſion from thoſe that deſired

occaſion. The ſame apoſtle exhorts Titus, to main

tain that ſtrićt care and watch over himſelf, that

both his preaching and behaviour might be ſuch as

could not be condemned ; “that he who was of the

“contrary part might be aſhamed, having no evil

“ thing to ſay of them.” Tit. ii. 7, 8. We had need

to be “wiſe as ſerpents, and harmleſs as doves.” It

is of no ſmall conſequence that we ſhould behave

ourſelves innocently and prudently. We muſt ex

pećt that the great enemy of this work will try his

utmoſt with us; and he will eſpecially triumph if

he can prevail againſt any of us, in any thing to

blind and miſlead us : he knows it will do more

to further his intereſt, than if he prevailed againſt

an hundred others. We had need to watch and

pray, for we are but little children; this roaring

lion is too ſtrong for us, and this old ſerpent too

ſubtle for us.

Humility, ſelf-diffidence, and an entire depen

dance on our Lord, will be our beſt defence. Let

us therefore maintain the ſtriëteſt watch againſt ſpi

ritual pride, or a being lifted up with extraordinary

experiences and comforts. We had need, after ſuch

favours, in a ſpecial manner to keep a ſtrićt and

jealous eye upon our own hearts, left there ſhould

ariſe high thoughts of ourſelves, as being now pe

culiar favourites of heaven. When we have great

diſcoveries of God made to our ſouls, ſhe ſhould not

fhine bright in our own eyes. Moſes, when he had

been converfing with God in the mount, though his

face ſhone ſo as to dazzle the eyes of Aaron and the

people, yet he did not ſhine in his own eyes; he

wift not that his face ſhone. Let none think them

ſelves out of danger of this ſpiritual pride. God

faw that the apoſtle Paul himſelf was not out of

danger of it, no not when he had juſt been converſ.
rn3.
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ing with God in the third heaven: ſee 2 Cor. xii. 7.

Pride is the firſt ſin that ever entered into the uni

verſe, and it lies loweſt of all in the foundation of

the whole building of fin, and is the moſt ſecret,

deceitful, and unſearchable in its way of working,

of any luſt whatſoever. It is ready to mix with

every thing; and nothing is ſo hateful to God, and

contrary to the ſpirit of the goſpel; and there is no

one fin that does ſo much let in the devil into the

hearts of men, and expoſe them to his deluſions. I

have ſeen it in many inſtances. The devil has come

in at this door, preſently after ſome extraordinary

communication with God, and has wofully deluded

and led them aſtray, till God has mercifully opened

their eyes: and they themſelves have afterwards

been ſenſible, that it was pride that betrayed them.

48. Some of the true friends of the work of God’s

Spirit have erred in giving too much heed to im

pulſes and ſtrong impreſſions of their minds. Theſe

impreſſions, if they are truly from the Spirit of

God, are of a quite different nature from the graci

ous influences of the Spirit of God on the heart.

They are of the nature of the extraordinary gifts of

the ſpirit, which the apoſtle diſtinguiſhes from the

grace of the ſpirit, in the 13th chapter of the 1 Cor.

But hissº gracious influences are by far

the moſt excellent and glorious, as the apoſtle largely

fhews in the firſt of Corinthians, beginning with

the 31ſt verſe of the 12th chapter, where ſpeaking

of the extraordinary gifts of the ſpirit, he ſays,

“But covet earneſtly the beſt gifts; and yet I ſhew

“ you a more excellent way,” i.e. a more excellent

way of the influence of the º. and then he

goes on in the next chapter, to ſhew what that more

excellent way is, even that which is in the grace

of the ſpirit, which ſummarily conſiſts in charity,

or divine love. A man may have thoſe extraordi

nary gifts, and yet be abominable to God and go

to hell: the ſpiritual and eternal life of the ſoul does

not conſiſt in the extraordinary gifts of the ſpirit,

but the grace of the ſpirit; this, and not thoſe, is

that influence of the Spirit of God which God be
ſtows
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flows only on his dear children: he has ſome

times thrown out the other to dogs and ſwine, as he

did to Balaam, Saul and Judas. Many wicked men

at the day of judgment will plead, “ have we not

“ propheſied in thy name, and in thy name caſt

“ out devils, and in thy name done many wonder

“ ful works.” The greateſt privilege of the pro

hets and apoſtles, was not their working miracles,

ut their eminent holineſs. . The grace that was in

their hearts, was a thouſand times more their dig

nity and honour, than their miraculous gifts. To

have grace in the heart is an higher privilege than

the bleſſed virgin herſelf had, in having the body of .

the ſecond perſon in the Trinity conceived in her

womb, by the power of the Higheſt overſhadow

ing her, Luke xi. 27, 28. “And it came to paſs as

“ he ſpake theſe things, a certain woman of the

“ company lift up her voice, and ſaid unto him,

“bleſſed is the womb that bear thee, and the paps

“ which thou haſt ſucked but he ſaid, yea, rather

“bleſſed are they that hear the word of God and

“keep it.” - -

49. The ordinary ſanétifying influences of the

Spirit of God are the end of all extraordinary gifts,

as the apoſtle ſhews, Eph. iv. 11, 12, 13. They are

good for nothing, any further than as they are ſub

ordinate to this end; they will be ſo far from profit

ing any without it, that they will only aggravate

their miſery. This is, as the apoſtles obſerves, the

moſt excellent way of God's communicating his

fpirit to his church ; it is the great glory . the

church in all ages. This glory is what makes the

ſtate of the church on earth moſt like the ſtate of

the church in heaven, where prophecy and tongues,

and other miraculous gifts ceaſe, and are vaniſhed

away, and God communicates his ſpirit only in that

more excellent way that the apoſtle ſpeaks of, viz.

charity, or divine love, i. never faileth.

Therefore the glory of the approaching happy ſtate

of the church does not at all require theſe extraordi

nary gifts. As that ſtate of the church will be the

neareſt of any to its perfect ſtate in heaven, ſoº:

- aps
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haps it will be like it in this, that all extraordinary

. ſhall have ceaſed and vaniſhed away ; and all

thoſe ſtars and moons, with the reflečted light they

gave in the night, or a more dark ſeaſon, ſhall be

fwallowed up in the ſun of divine love. The apoſ

tle ſpeaks of thoſe gifts of inſpiration as childiſh

things, in compariſon of the influence of the ſpirit

in divine love, things given to the church only to

ſupport it in its minority, till the church ſhould

have a compleat ſtanding rule eſtabliſhed, and all

the ordinary means of grace ſhould be ſettled; but

as things that ſhould ceaſe, as the church advanced

above its childiſh ſtate, and ſhould intirely vaniſh,

when the church ſhould come to the ſtate of man

hood ; 1 Cor. xiii. 1 1. “ When I was a child, I

“ ſpake as a child, I underſtood as a child, I thought

“ as a child ; but when I became a man, I put

“ away childiſh things.” -

For my part, I had rather enjoy the ſweet influ

2 ences of the ſpirit, ſhewing Chriſt's infinite grace,

and dying love, drawing forth the holy exerciſes of

faith, and humble joy in God, one quarter of an

hour, than to have prophetical viſions and revela

tions for a whole year. It appears to me much more

robable that God ſhould give ſuch revelations to

#. ſaints in the dark times of popery, than now in

the approach of the moſt glorious and perfect ſtate

of his church on earth. It does not appear, that

there is any need of thoſe extraordinary gifts, to in

troduce this happy ſtate, and ſet up the kingdom of

God through the world; I have ſeen ſo much of the

power of Čod in a more excellent way, as to con

vince me that God can eaſily do it without.

I would therefore intreat the people of Cod to

be very cautious how they give heed to ſuch things.

• I have ſeen them fall in very many iuſtances; and

know by experience that impreſſions being made

with great power, and preſently after, yea in the

midſt of ſweet communion with God, and attended

with texts of ſcripture ſtrongly impreſſed on the

mind, are no ſure ſigns of their being revelations

from heaven : for I have known ſuch impeº

- *- all,
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fail, and prove vain by the event, in ſome inſtances
attended with all theſe circumſtauces.

50. Neither let us deſpiſe human learning. They

that ſay human learniug is of little or no uſe in the

work of the miniſtry, do not conſider what they

ſay; if they did, they would not ſay it. By human

learning I mean, and ſuppoſe that others mean, the

improvement of the common knowledge which

men have, by human and outward means. And

therefore to ſay that human learning is of no uſe, is

as much as to ſay that the education of, a child, or

that the common knowledge that a grown man has,

more than a little child, is of no uſe ; and ſo that a

child of four years old, is as fit for a teacher in the

church of God, with the ſame degree of grace,

and capable of doing as much to advance the king

dom P Chriſt, by his inſtrućtion, as any under

Ítanding knowing man of thirty years of age. If

adult perſons have greater ability and advantage to

do ſervice, becauſe they have more human know

ledge than a little child, than doubtleſs if they have

more human knowledge ſtill, with the ſame degree

of grace, they would have ſtill greater ability and

advantage to do ſervice. An increaſe of know

ledge, without doubt, increaſes a man's advantage

either to do good, or hurt, according as he is diſ

poſed. It is too manifeft to be denied, that God

inade great uſe of human learning in the apoſtle

Paul, as he alſo did in Moſes and Solomon.

And if knowledge, obtained by human means, is

not to be deſpiſed, then it will follow that the

means of obtaining it are not to be negle&ted, viz.

Study ; and that this is of great uſe in order te a

preparation for a public inſtrućting of others. And

though undoubtedly, an having the heart full of the

powerful influences of the Spirit of God, may at

ſome times enable perſons to ſpeak profitably, yea

very excellently, without ſtudy; yet this will not

warrant us needleſly to caſt ourſelves down from

the pinnacle of the temple, depending upon it that

the angel of the Lord will bear us up, and keeping

us from daſhing our foot againſt a ſtone, †:
there
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there is another way to go down, though it be not ſo

quick. And I would pray that That method, which

tends greatly to help both the underſtanding and

incimory, may not be wholly neglected.

I beg of thoſe that have a true zeal for promoting

this work of God, that God has begun in the land,

well to conſider theſe things. I am perſuaded that

as many of them as have much to do with ſouls, if

they do not hearken to me now, yet will be of the

ſame mind when they have had more experience.

51. One other thing that I would intreat the

friends of this work of God to avoid, is managing

the controverſy with oppoſers with too much heat,

and appearance of an angry zeal; and particularly

inſiſting very much on the perſecution of oppoſers.

If their perſecution were ten times ſo great as it is,

methinks it would not be beſt to ſay ſo much about

it. It becomes chriſtians to be like lambs, not to

be apt to complain and cry when they are hurt; to

be dumb and not to open their mouth, after the ex

ample of our dear Redeemer; and not to be like

ſwine, that are apt to ſcream aloud when they are

touched. We ſhould not be ready preſently to

think and ſpeak of fire from heaven, when the Sa

maritans oppoſe us, and will not receive us into

their villages. God’s zealous miniſters would do

well to think of the direction the apoſtle Paul gave

to a zealous miniſter, 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25, 26. “ The

“ ſervant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle

“ unto all men, apt to teach, patient; in meekneſs

“ inſtrućting thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if God,

“peradventure, will give them repentance, to the

“ acknowledging of the truth. And that they

“ may recover themſelves out of the ſnare of the

“ devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.”

{
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