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PRETFAGC E

TH E following Letters were written by my
late Brother in anfwer to a Piece, which was .
Jirft fent bim from the Rev. Mr. John Wefley,
by way of private Letter, containing fome Re-
marks which that Gentlemanbadmade on reaa'mg
Theron and Afpafio. When my Brother bad
read it over, be thought it beft to be filent, as
it contained nothing which could materially affes?
bis Judgment in regard to the Work it cenfured :
For this Reafon, as well as for Peace Sake, be
laid it by bim unanfwered.—Mr. Welley then
pudlifbed @ Pampblet, which be intitled, A Pre-
fervative againft unfettled Notions in Re-
ligion ; in which, be printed the above-mentioned
Letter.

This my Brother looked upon as a Summons to
the Bar of the Public, and upon this Occafion, in
a Letter to a Friend, dated June 23, 1758,
writes as follows. ,

A 2 . [“ M,



iv PREFACE.

(¢« My dear Friend,
sc I little thought, when I put Mr. Wefley’s
¢ Manu/cript into your Hand, that 1 fbould fee
« it in Print fo foon. I took very little Notice
« of it,and let it lie by me feveral Months, with-
< out giving it an attentive Confideration®. It
¢ feemed to me fo palpably weck, dealing only in
¢ pofitive ZJertions and pefitive Denials, that I
¢ couldmotimagine be would adventure it into the
“ World, without very great Alterations. But
€ it is now come abroad, juft as you received it,
““ inatwoSkillings Pamphlct, intiticd A Prefer-
¢ vativeagainftunfettled Notionsin Religion.
 Of this Pampblet what ke bas wrote agamjt‘
¢ me, makes only a fmall Part. Now then the
¢ Q’ueﬂwn is, whether I ﬁall attempt to anfwer
it 2 Give me your Opinion, as you bave given
“ me your Affiffance, and may the Father of
Mercies give you an Increafe of Knowledge and
« Utterancc, of Peace and ?qy in the Holy
(‘ quﬂ ”]
 Between this and the Ottober folla'wmg, my
Brother began the Letters contamed in this Vo-
lume, of which be thus fpeaks in another Letter
20 bis Friend, dated Otober 24, 1758.
[¢ My dear Friend,
© ¢ Let merepeat my Thanks for the Troubleyou
s ba've taken, and far the A iftance you bave
¢ given

® Afterwards be read it again, and gave it, what he
callsin the Beginning of the1 ft Letter, * @ carefulPerufal.”



PREFACE v.

“¢ given me in relation to my Contro'verj] with
« Mr. Welley ; be is_fo unfair in bis Quotati-
¢ ons, and fo magifierial in bis Manner, that I
« find it no fmall Difficulty, to preferve the De- -
 cency of the Gentleman, and the Mecknefs of
i the Chriftian, in my intended Anfwer : May
“ our divine Mafter aid me in both thefe In-
b Jances, or elfe not fuffer me to write at all. ]

When, in the December following, [ was fent
for to Wefton, in the wery laft Period of my
Brother's long Ilinefs—1I afked bir (the Evening .
before be died) < What be would bave done with
< the Letters to Mr. Welley, whether be would
< bave them publifbed after bis Death?— He an-
¢ fwered— By no means, becaufe bebadonly tran-
“ feribed about half of them fair for the Préfs, but
¢ as the Corrections and Alterations of the latter
- ¢ Part were moftly in Short-Hand, it would be .
¢ difficult to underfiand them, efpeciallyas fome of
‘¢ the Shor:-Hand was entirely bis own,andothers
“ could not make it out; therefore, e [aid, as
it is not a finifhed Pme, I defire you will tbmk
¢ no more about it.”

As thefe were bis laft Orders concerning thefe
Lesters, I thought it right to obey them, and
therefore I withftood the repeated Sollicitations
of many of bis Friends, who wanted to bave
them printed ; alledging the Service they
might be of to allay the groundlefs Prejudices,

which the Prefervative might occafion in the
A3 - Minds



i  PREFACE
Minds of many, againft my Brother’s other Writ-
ings, as well as the Utility of them in goneral, as

#tbey contain fo mafierly a Defence of *“ the Truth
¢ agitisin JESUS.”

But, notwithfianding the Regard I bad for
the Perfons who folicited the Publication, I could
not be perfuaded to print the Letters; and they
wever had appeared in Publick with my Confent,
bad not a furreptitious Editor of them lately
made its Way from the Prefs, and was I not un-
der a firm Perfuafion that will be followed by
more.

As this is the Cafe, I think it my Duty to the
Memory of my late Brother, to_fend forth as cor-
reft an Edition as I poffibly can ; for as to that
which bas appeared (from what Edisor I know
net) it is fo faulty, and incorreét, that but little
Judgment can be fermed from it, of the Propriety

and Force of my Brotlm': Anfwers to Mr.
Wefley.

As to the Unfairne/s of publifbing my Brotber s
Letters withous my Confent, and the Tnjuflice to
bis Memory, in  fending fo mangled a Performance
out under bis Name, they are too apparent to need
any Proof ; and though the Editor, as I bave
keen informed, gave away the whole Enpreffiom, fo
2bat it is plain, Lucre was not thy Motive of bis
Proceeding, and Iwould charitably bope be did it
with & View of benefiting bis Readers, Yetitis fa

6 like



PREFACE vii
like doing Evil, that Good may come, as, i
iy Opirion, to be quite unsuftifiarie.

However, as the only way now left to remedyid

JSome Sorswhat bas besn done, andtoprevent a furs
ther Impofitionon the Publick, fromworfe Motives

“than auated this Publifber,Ihave called a Friend
to my Affiffance, and by this Means, prefent thg
Reader with as perfeét a Copy of thefe Letiers;
4s can poffibly be made out from the original Ma-
wufcript now in my Hands.

That the Reader may judge moré élearly of the
State of the Controver(y between my late Brother
and Mr. Wefley; f bave thought it right to [ub-

Join Mr. Welley’s Letter, Word for Werd, as it
JSands in the Prefervative.

A LETTER to the Rev. Mr, ——

Dear Six, ’ 04. 155 1756.

Confiderable Time fince I fent yau a
few hafty Thoughts which occurr’d to

me on reading the Dialogues between Theron
and Afpafic. I have not been favour'd with
any Anfwer. Yet upon another and a more
' careful Perufal of them, I could not but fet
down fome obvieus Refle¢tions, which I would
rather have communicated, before thofe Dia=
logues were publifh’d. _
In the Firg Dialogue there are feveral juft
and ftrong Obfervations, which may be of
' A 4 e



viii
Ufe to every ferious Reader. In the Second,
is not the Defcription often too laboured, the
Language too ftiff, and affeted ? Yet the Re-
fle&tions on the Creation (in the 31ft and fol-
lowing Pages) make abundant Amends for
“this. (I cite the Pages according to the Dub-
Jin Edition, having wrote the rough Draught
of what follows, in freland.) A
P. 39. Is Fufification more or lefs, than
Gov’s pardoning and accepting a Sinner thro’
the Merits of Chbrift? That Gop herein * rec
kons the Righteoufnefs and Obedience which
Chrift performed as our own :” 1 allow, if by
that ambiguous Expreffion, you mean only as
you here explain it yourfelf, ¢ They are as
effeGtual for obtaining our Salvation, as if they
were our own perfonal Qualifications.” P. 41.
P. 43. < WE are not folicitous, as to any
particular Set of Phrafes. Only let Men be
humbled, as repenting Criminals at Chriff’s
Feet, let them rely as devoted Penfioners on
his Merits, and they are undoubtedly in the
Way to a blifsful Immortality.” Then for
Chriff's Sake, and for the Sake of the immortal
Souls which he has purchafed with his Blood,
do not difpute for that particular Pbrafe, The
imputed Righteoufnefs of Chrift. Itis not fcrip-
-tural ; it is not neceflary. Men who fcruple
to ufe, Men who never heard the Expreffion,
may yet ¢ be humbled, as repenting Criminals
at his Feet, and rely as devoted Penfioners on
his Merits.” But it has done immenfe Hurt.
I'have had abundant Proof, that the frequent
Ufe of this unneceflary Phrafe, inftead of
¢ furthering
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¢« furthering Mens Progrefsin vital Holinefs,”
has made them fatisfied without any Holinefs
at all; yea and encouraged them to work all
Uncleannefs with Greedinefs.

P. 45. <« Toafcribe Pardon to Chriff’s pa/-
JSive, eternal Life to his afZive Righteoufnefs,
is fanciful rather than judicious. His univer-
fal Obedience from his Birth to his Death, is
the one Foundation of my ‘Hope.”

ThHis is unqueftionably right. Butif it be,
there is no manner of Need, to make the Im-
putation of his a&tiveRighteoufnefs, a feparate
and laboured Head of Difcourfe. O thatyou
had been content with this plain feriptural
Account, and fpared fome of the Dialogues
and Letsers that follow ! '

. Tue Third and Fourth Dialogues contain
. an admirable Illuftration and Confirmation of
thegrear Doétrine of Chriff’s Satisfaction. Yet
even here I obferve a few Paffages, which are
liable to fome Exception.
"~ P.g4. < Sarisracrion was made to the
- Divine Law.” I do not remember any fuch
Expreffion in Scripture. This Way of {peak-
ing of the Law as a Perfon infured and to be
Jatisfed, feems hardly defen@ble.

P. 74. ¢ THE Death of Chrift procured the
Pardon and Acceptance of Believers, even be-
fore He came in the Fleth.” Yea, and ever
fince. In thiswe all agree. And why fhould
we contend for any Thing more?

P. 120. ¢ ArL the Benefits of the New .
Covenant, are the Purchafeof bis Blood.” Sure-
ly they are. And after this hds been fully

Lo proved,
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proved, where 15 the Need, where is the Ufe,
of contending fo ftrenuoufly, for the Imputa-
tion of bis Righteoufnefs, as is done in the Kifth
and Sixth Dialogues?

P. 135. ¢ Ir He was our Subftitute as to
© poual Sufferings, why not, as to jufifying Qbe-
dience 2

Tae former is exprefly afferted in Scrip-
ture. The latter is not exprefsly afferted there.

P. 145. * AsSinand Mifery have abounded
thraugh the firft 4dem, Mercy and Grace have
much more abounded through the fecond.” So
that none can have any Reafon to complain.”
No, not if the fecond Zdam died for all.
Qtherwife all for whom He did not die; have
great Reafon to complain. For they inevita-
bly f4li by the firt 4dam, without any Help
from the fecond. .

P. 148. ¢« Tuewhole World of Believers™
is an Expreffion which never occurs in Scrip.
ture: Nor has it any Countenance there: The
World in the infpired Writings being con-

ftantly taken either in an univerfal orin a bad -

Senfe: Either for the whole of Mankind, or
for that Part of them who know not Gap.
P. 149. < In the Lorp fball all the Houfe
¢f rael be jufiified.” It ought unqueftionably
to be rendered, By or ¢through the Lorp
This Argument therefore proves nothing.

s Ye are complete in Him.” 'The Words lite-

rallyrendered, are,Yeare filledwith Him. And
the whole Paffage, as any unprejudiced Reader
may obferve, relates to Santtification; nos
Jultifications ,

' P. 1500
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P. 150. * THEY are acceited JSor Chrilt’s
Sake; this is Juftification through impused
- Righteoufnefs.” ‘That remainsto be proved.
Many allow the former, who cannot allow the
lacter. ‘

Theron. « 1 see no Oceafion for fuch wice
Diftinétions and metaphyfical Subbieties.

Afp. You oblige us to make Ufe of them
by cenfounding thefe very different ldeas,
that is, Chriff's active and paffive Righteoufe
nefs.” .

I answer, We do not confosnd thefe: Bee
neither do we /égparase them. Nor have we
any Authority from Seripture, forcither think~
ing or fpeakingof one feparate from the other.
And this whole Debate on one of them fepa—
rate from the other, is a mere merapbyficad
Swubtlety. .

P. 151. * Tue Righteoufnefs which jufti-
fies us, is already wrought out.” A crude,
* unfcriptural Expreflion ! < It was /fe# on Foot,
carried on, compleated.”—O vain Philofophy !
The plain Truth is, €Chriff lived and tafled
Death for every Man. And threugh the Me-
rits of his Life and Death, every Believer is
juftified.

P. 152, “ WHOERVER perverrs fo glorions
a Do&trine, fhews he never believed.” Noe
fo. They whe turn back as a Dog to she For
mit,had onceefcaped the Pollutions of the Worid-
by the Knowledge of Chrift. '

P. 153. ““ T'ue Goodnefs of Gop leadeth
to Repentance.” This is unqueftionably trye.
But the nice, metaphyfical Doltrine of impated

Rigbteoufne/s,
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Rightéoufnefs, leads not to Repentance, -butto
Licentioufnefs. '

P. 154. ¢ THE Believer cannot but add to
his Faith, Works of Righteoufncfs.” During
his firft Love, this is often true., But it is
not true afterwards, as we know and feel by
melancholy Experience.

P. 155. « WE no longer obey, #x order to
lay the Foundation for our final Acceptance.”
No: That Foundation is already laid in the
Merits of Cbrif. Yet we obey, in order to
our final Acceptance thro’ his Merits. And
in this Senfe, by obeying we lay a good Foun-
dation, that we may attasn eternal Life.

‘P. 156, «“ Wk effablijfh the Law : We pro-
vide for its Honour, by the perfet Obedience
of Chriff.” Can you poffibly think St. Paul
meant this? Thatfucha Thoughteverentered
into his Mind.? The plain Meaning is, We
eftablifh both the true Senfe and the effe¢tual
Prattice of it: We provide for its being both
underftood and practifed in its full Extent,

- P. 157. ¢ On thofe who reject the Atone-
ment, juft Severity.” Was it ever pofifible for
them, not to reje& it? If not, how is it juft,
To caft them into a Lake of Fire, for not do-
ing what it was impoffible they fhould do ?
Would it be juft (make it your ‘'own Cafe) to
caft you into Hell, .for not.touching Heaven
with your Hand ?

P. 159. “ JusTIFICATION is complete the
firft Moment we believe, and is incapable of
Augmentation.” ,

Nor
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Nor fo: There may be as many Degrees in
~ the Favour as in the Image of Gop.

P. 190. “ St. PauL often mentions 4
Righteoufnefs imputed: (Not a Righteoufnefs;
never once; but imply Righteoufue/s.) < What
can this be, but the Righteaufnefs of Chrift 2
He tells you himfelf, Rom. iv. 6. To Him that
believeth on Him thatjuftifieth the Ungodly, Faith
is imputed for Righteoufnefs. * Whyis Chrift
ftiled Fehovab our Righteoufne/s 2’ Becaufe we
are both juftified and fanctified thro’ Him.

P. 191. ¢ My Death, the Caufe of - their
Forgivenefs, MyRighteoufnefs, the Ground of
their Acceprance.”

How does this agree with P. 45. ¢ To af-
cribe Pardon to Chriff’s paffive, Eternal Life to
his A&@iveRighteouinefs, is fanciful rather than
judicious.” .

P. 195. «“ He commends fuch Kinds of
Beneficence only, as were exercifed to a Difci-
ple as fuch.” Is not this a Slip of the Pen?
Will not our Lorp then commend, and re-
ward cternally, all Kinds of Beneficence, pro-
vided they flow’d from a Principle of loving
Faith ? Yea, that which was exercifed to a
Samaritan, a Jew, a Turk or an Heathen?
Even thefe 1 would not term ¢ -tranfient
Bubbles,” tho’ they do not procure our Juftifi-
cation. ' : '

P. 197. ¢« How muft our Righteoufnefs
‘exceed that of the Scribes and Pharifees? Not
only in being fincere, but in poflefling a com-
plete Righteoutnefs, even that of Chrif.” Did
‘our LorD mean this? Nothinglefs, He fpe--

. cifies
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cifies in the following Parts of his Sermon,
the very Inftances wherein the Righteoufnefs
.of a Chriftian exceeds that of the Scribes and
Pharifecs.
- P.198. * He brings this fpecious Hypo-
erite 10 the Teft.” How does it appear, that
he was an Hypocrize? Our Lorp gives not
the leaft Intimation of it. Surely He kved
Jbim, not for his Hypecrify, but his Sircerity !

Yer he loved the World, and therefore
could not keep any of the Commandments in
their {piritual Meaning. And the keeping of
thefe is undoubtedly the #ay to, tho’ not the
Caufe, of Eternal Life. '

P. 200. «“ By Works bis Faith was made per-
fe& : appeared to be true.” No: The natural
Senfeof the Word is, By the Grace fuperadded
while he wrought thofe #orks, bis Faith was
diterally made perfess. .

1bid. << Hz that doeth Righteounefs is righ-
#ros—manifefts the Truthof his Converfion.”
Nay; the plain Meaning is, He alone is truly
yighirous, whofe Faith worketh by Love. - -
: P. 201. “ 8t. James fpeaks of the Fufi-

Jication of onr Faith.” Not unlefs you mean
by that odd Expreflion, our Faith being made

fe? : For fo the Apoftle explains his-own
%zahing. Perhaps the Word suftified is once
ufed by St. Paul formanifefied.—But thatdoes
not prove, it i8°to be fo wnderftood here.

P. 202. ¢ WHoso doeth thefe Things fhall
mever fall intototal Apoftafy.” How pleafing
is thisto Flelh and Blood ! But Dawvid fays no
fuch Thing. His Meaning is, Bbefs doeth

> . thefe
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tbefe] Tbings to the End fball mever fall invo
Hell. '

Tue Seventh Dialogue is full of important
Truths, Yet fome Exprefliens in it [ can®t
commend. : a

P. 216. ¢ Owg Tding thou lackef, the im-
puted Righteoufnefs of Chrif.” You cannet
- think, this is the Meaning of the Text. Cer-
tainly the ow¢ Thing our LorD meant was,
“The Love of Gon.' This was the Thing he
Jacked.

P. 222. ¢ Is the Obedience of Chrift infuffi-
«cient to accomplifb our Juftification ?”’ Rather
1.would afk, Is the Death of Chrift infufficreat

to purchafe it? 3

P. 226. « THE Saints in Glory afcribe, the
awhole of their.Salvation to the Blvod of the
Lamb.” So do 1: And yet I believe He
< obtained for all a Poffbility of Salvation.”

P. 227, *“ TrE Terms of Acceptance for
fallenManwere a ful Sntisfaftion to the Divine
“Juttice, and a compiete Conformity to the Divitre
Law.” This you take for granted; but i
-cannet allow.

T'HE Terms of Acceptapce for fallen Man
are Repentance and Faith. Repent ye and be-
Jieve the Gq[pel.

Jbid. © Tuere are but Two Metheds
:whereby any can be juftified, .either by a per-
fect Qbedionse to the Law, or becaufe Chbriff
“hath kept the Law in our ftead.” You thould
day, ¢ Or by Faith in Chrit.”’ I then :an-
fwer, This is true. And fallen Man is jufti-
died, not by perfefd Qbsdience but by V?;xb
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‘What Chriff has done is the Foundation of our
uftification, not the Term or Condition of it.

In the Eighth Dialogue likewife there are
many great ['ruths, aad yet fome Things lia-
ble to Exception. ‘

P. 253. “ Davio GOD Himfelf dignifies
with the moff exalted of all Chara&ters.” Far,
- wery far from it. We have more exalted Cha-

racters than David’s, both in the Old Tefla-
ment and the New. Such are thofe of Samuel,
Daniel, yea and Fob, in the former, of St.
Paul and St. Jobr in the latter.

« But Gob ftiles him a Man after bis own
Heart.” This is the Text which has caufed
many to miftake: For want of confidering,
Firft, that this is faid of David in a particular
Refpes?, not with Regard to his whole Cha-
ratfer : Secondly, The Time, at which it was

- {fpoken. When was David a Man,after Gop’s
own Heart 2 When Goo found him following the
Ewes great with Young, when He took bim from
#be Sheep-Folds, Pf. 1xxix. 71. It was in the 2d
or 3d Year of Sau/’s Reign, that Samuel faid to
him, The LorD bath fought Him a Man after
bis own Heart, and bath commanded bim to be
Captain over bis Peaple, 1 Sam. xiii. 14. But
. was he a Man after Gop’s own Heart all his
Life? Or in all Particulars? So far from ir,
that we have few more exceptionable Cha-
ra&ers, among all the Men of God recorded
in Scripture.

P. 261. “ THERE is not a juft Man upon
Earth that finneth not.” Solomon might truly
fay fo, before Cbrif came. And St. Fobn
- . might
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might after He came fay as truly, #hofoever is
born of Gob finneth not. * Butin many Things
we offend all.” That St. Fames does not fpeak
this of himfelf, or of real Chriftians, will clearly
appear, to all who impartially confider the
Context.
Tue ninthDialogue proves excellently well,
That we cannot be jufified by our Works.
But hdve you thoroughly confidered the
‘Words which occur in the 270th Page?
O CHILDREN of Adam, you are no longer
obliged, to love Gob with all your Strength,

. nor your Neighbour as yourfelves. Once in-

deed I infifted upon abfolute Purity of Heart:
Now 1 can difpenfe with fome Degrees of evil
Delire. Since Chriff’—has fulfilled the Law

Jor you, < You need not fulfil it. I will con-
nive at, yea accommodate my Demandsto your
Weaknefs.,” .

I acree with you, That ¢ this Do&rine
makes the Holy One of Gob a Minifter of
Sin.” And is it not your own? Is not this
the very Doétrine which you efpoufe through-
out your Book? | L
- I cannor but except to feveral Paffages al-
fo in the Tenth Dialogue. 1 afk Firft,

P. 291. ¢ Dots the Righteoufnefs of Gop
ever mean” (as you affirm) < The Merits of
Chrift?” I believe not once in all the Scripture..
It often means, and particularly in the Epiftle
to the Romans, Gon’s Method of juftifying Sin-
ners. When therefore you fay,

P. 292. ¢« THE Righteoufnefs of Gop

means, fuch a Righteoufnefs as may juftly
a challenge
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challenge his Acceptance,” I cannot allow it
atall: And this capital Miftake muft needs
‘lead you into many others. But I follow you
Step by Step.
~ Jbid. * IN order to intitle us to a Reward,
there muft be an Imputation of Righteouf-
nefs.”” There muft be an Intereft in Chriff. And
- then every Man fball receive bis own Reward,
according 1o bis own Labour.

P. 293. *“ A ReBsL may be forgiven, with-
out being reftored to the Dignity of a Son.”
A Rebel againft an earthly King may; but not
2 Rebel againft Gop. In the very fame Mo-
ment that Gop forgives, we are the Sons of
Gobp. Therefore this is an idle Difpute. For
Pardon and Acceptance, though they may be
diftinguifbed, cannot be divided. The Words
of Fob which you cite are wide of the Queftion.
Thofe of Solomon prove no more than this,
¢and who denies it?) That Juftification im-
plies both Pardon and Acceptance. .
" P. 295. * GRACE reigneth thro’ Rightsouf«
nefs unto.eternal Life,”—That is, Thefree Love

~ of Gob brings us through Juftification and
Sanctification to Glory. 14id. < That they
may receive Forgivene/s and a Lot among the
Sanftified :’ That is, That they may receive
Pardon, Holinefs, Heaven. ’

Tbid. << Is not the SatisfaGtion made by the
Death of Chrift, fufficient to obtain both our
full Pardon and final Happinefs ?” Unquefti-
onably it 1s, and neither o“f the Texts you cite
proves- the contrary.

' T POI 2’.6'
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~ P. 2g6. « Ir it was requifite for Chrif to
be baptized, much more to fulfil the Moral
- Law.”

I cannoTt prove that either the one or the
other was requilite iz order to his parchafing
Redemption for us ,

P. 297. < By Cbrif#’s Sufferings alone, the
Law was not fatisfied.” Yes it was; for it
required only the alternative, Obey or Die. It
required no Man to obey and die too. If any
Man had perfettly obey'd, he would not have
died. {bid. © Where Scripture afcribes tbe
whole of our Salvation to the Death of Chrifi,
a Part of his Humiliation is put for the whole,”
I cannot allow this without fome Proof. He
awas obedient unto Deatb is no Proof at all; as
it does not neceflarily imply any more, than
that He died in Obedience to the Father. In
fome Texts there is a Neceffity of taking a
Part for the Whole. But in thefe there is no
fuch Neceffity. .

P. 300. ¢ CHRIST undertook to do every
Thing neceffary for our Redemption:” Name-
ly, in a Covenant made with the Father. ’Tis
fure, He 4id every Thing neceffary: But how
does it appear, that He urdertook this, before
the Foundation of the World, and that by a
pofitive Cvvenant between Him and the Fa-
ther ?

You think this appears from four Texts,
1. From that, Thou gaveft them to Me., Nay,
when any believe, the Father gave them to
Cbrift. But this proves no fuch previous Con-
tract. 2. Gob bath laid upon Him the Iniqus-

a2 ties
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ties of us all. Neither does this prove any fuch
Thing. 3. That Expreflion,” The Counfel of
Peace fball be between them, does not neceflarily
imply any more, than that both the Father
and the Son would concurin the Redemption of
Man. 4. According to the Counfel of his Will,—
that is, In the Way or Method He had chofen.
Therefore neither any of thefe Texts, nor all

of them, prove what they were brought to -

prove. They do by no Means prove, That
there ever was any fuch Covenant made be-
tween the Father and 'the Son.

P. 301. ¢« THE Conditions of the Covenant
are recorded. Lo, I come to do thy Will.”
Nay here is no Mention of any Covenant, nor
any Thing from which it can be inferr’d.
¢ The Recompence ftipulated in this glorious
Treaty.”—But I fee not one Word of the
Treaty itfelf. Nor can I poffibly allow the
Exiftence of it without far other Proof than
this. Jbid. ¢ Another Copy of this grand
Treaty is recorded Ifaiab xlix. from the firft to
the fixth Verfe.” I have read them, but can-
not find a Word about it, in all thofe Verfes.
They contain neither more nor lefs than a Pre-
di&ion, of the Salvation of the Gentiles.

P. 302. ¢ By the Covenant of Works, °

Man was bound to obey iz bis own Perfon.”
And {o he is under the Covenant of Gracej
though not in order to his Juftification. ¢ The

Obedience of dur Surety is accepted inftead of

our own.” This is neither a fate nor a Scrip-

tural Way of Speaking. I would fimply fay,
. We
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We are accepted thrv’ the Beloved. We bave Re-
demption thro’ bis Blood.

P. 303. ¢ THE Second Covenant was not
ma le with 4dam, or any of his Pofterity, but
with Cbhrift in thofe Words, The Seed of the
Woman fball bruife the Serpent’s Head.” For
any Authority you have trom thefe Words,
you might as well have faid, It was made with
the Holy Ghoft. Thefe Words were not
fpoken o Chriff, but of Him, and give not
the leaft Intimation of any fuch Covenant as
you plead for. They manifeftly contain, if
-not a Covenant made with, a Promife made
to Adam and all his Pofterity.

P. 303. * Curist, we fee, undertook to
execute the Conditions.” We fee no fuch
Thing in this Text. We fee here only a Pro-
mife of a Saviour, made by Gep to Man.

Ibid. < ’Tis true, I cannot fulfil the Con-
ditions.” Tis not true. ‘I'he Conditions of
the New Covenant are Repent and believe.
And thefe you can fulfil, thro’ Cbrift ﬁxcngth-
ening you. “ ’Tis cqually true, this is not
required at my Hands.” It is equally true,
that is, abfolutely falfe. And molt dange-
roufly falle. If we allow this, Antinomian-
ifin comes in with a full Tide. * Chrif# has
perform’d all that was conditionary for me.””
Has he repented and believed for you? You en-

_deavour to evade this by faymg “ He per-
form’d all that was conditionary in the Covenant
of Works.” This is nothing to the Purpofe; for
we are not talking of that, but of the Covenant

of Grace. Now he did not perform all that
a3 was
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was conditionary in this Covenant, unlefs He
repented and believed. ¢ But He did un-
fpeakably more.” It may be fo. But He
did not do this.

P. 308. ¢ Bur if Chrift’s perfeit Obedience
- be Our’s, we have no more Need of Pardon
than Chriff Himfelf.” The Confequence is
good. You have ftarted an Objection which
you cannot anfwer. You fay indeed, « Yes,
we do need Pardon; for in many Things we
offend all””> What then? If his Obedience be
Our’s, we ftill perfesily obey in Him.

P. 30g. ¢ BoTH the Branches of the Law, .
the Preceptive and the Penal, in the Cafe of

Guilt contra&ted, muft be fatisfied.” Not fo.
¢ Chrift by his Death alone, (fo our Church
teaches) fully fatisfied for the Sins of the whole
World.” The fame great Truth is manifeftly
taught in the 31ft Article. s it therefore
fair, is it honeft, for any one to plead the
Articles of our Church in Defence of Abfo«
lute Predeftination ? Seeing the 17th Article
barely defines the Term, without either affirm-
ing or denying the Thing: Whereas the 31ft
totally overthrows and razes it from the
- Foundation. ,
Ibid. < BerLievers who are notorious
Tranf{greflors in them/elves, have a finlefs Obe-
dience in Chriff.” O Siren Song! Pleafing
- Sound, to Fames Wheatley! Thomas Williams }
Fames Reiley ! '
I xNow not one Sentence in the Eleventh
Dialogue, which is liable to Exception: But

that grand Dogrine of Chrittianity, Origi- -

n
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nal Sin, is therein proved by irrefragable Ar-
guments.

Tue Twelfth likewife is unexceptionable,
and contains fuch an Jlluftration of the Wif-
dom of Gob, in the Strué&ture of the Human
Body, as I believe, cannot be parallel’d, in
either Antient or Modern Writers,

Tae former Part of the Thirteenth Dia-
logue is admirable. To the latter I have
fome Objettion. .

VoL. 1. P. 44. ¢ Elijab failed in his Refig-
nation, and even Mofes {pake unadvifedy with
his Lips.” It is true: But if you could like-
wife fix fome Blot upon venerable Samuéf and
beloved Daniel, it would prove nothing. For
no Scripture teaches, That the Holinefs of
Chriftians is to be meafured by that of any Few.

- P. 46. « Do not the 2ef? of Men frequently
feel Diforder in their Affections ? Do hot the
often complain, When I would do Good, Evid
is prefent with me 2”1 believe not. You and
I are only able to anfwer for out{élves. < Do
not they fay, We groan being burthen’d,—with
the Workings ofg inbréd Corruption ” You
know, this is not the Meaning of the Text.
The whole Context fhews, the Caufe of that
Groaning was théir longing #o e with Chrift,

P. 47. ¢ THe Cure” of Sin ¢ will be per-
fected in Heaven.” Nay furely, in Paradife,
if no fooner. ¢ This is a noble Pterogative
of the Beatific Vifion.” No; It would then
come too late. If Sifi remains in us ’till the
Day of Judgment, it will remain for evef.
¢¢ Our prefent Blefflednefs dges not confift in

a4 being
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being free from Sin.”> 1 really think it does.
But whether it does or no, if we are not free
from Sin, we are not Chriftian Belieyers. For
to all thefe the Apoftle declares, Bezng made
free from Sin, ye are become the Servants cof
Rngteozg/nqﬁ, Rom. vi. 18. ‘

« ir we were perfect in Piety (St. Fobn’s
Word is, Perfeit in Love) Chriff’s Prieftly Of-
fice would be fuperfeded.” No: We fhould
ftill need his Spirit (and confequently his In-
terceffion) for the Continuance of that Love
from Moment to Moment. Befide, we thould
ftill be encompaft with Infirmities, and ljable
to Miftakes, from which Words or Aétions
might follow, even though the Heart was all
Love, which were not exaétly right. There-
fore in all thefe Refpeéts, we thould ftill have
Need of Chriff’s Prieftly Office: And there-
fore as long as he remains in the Body, the
greateft Saint may fay,

Every Moment, Lorp, I need
The Merit of thy Death.
The Text cited from Exodus afferts nothing
lefs than, That fniquity < cleaves to all our boly
Things ’till Death.”

P. 48. « Sin remains, That the Rlcrhte-
oufnefs of Faith may have its due Honour.”
And will the Righteoufnefs of Faith have its
due Honour no longer than Sin remains in us?
‘Then it muft remain, not only on Earth and
in Paradife, but in Heaven alfo—¢ And the
San&ification of the Spirit its proper Efteem.”
‘Would it not have more Efteem, 1f it were a
perfect Work ?

» 6 Tbid.
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Ibid. < It (Sin) will make us lowly in our
own Eyes.” What, will Pride make us low-
ly ? Surely the utter Deftru&tion of Pride,
would do this more effettually. < It will
make us compaffionate.” Would notan en-
tire Renewal in the Image of Gop make us
much more fo ? ¢ It will teach us to admire
the Riches of Grace.” Yea, but a fuller Ex-
perience of it, by a thorough Sanétification of
Spirit, Soul and Body, will make us admire it
more. “ It will reconcile us to Death.”
Indeed it will not: Nor will any Thing do
this, like perfect Love. ‘

P. 49. < It will endear the Blood and In-
terceflion of Chrift.” Nay, thefe can never be
fo dear to any, as to thofe who experience
their full Virtue, who are filled with the Fulnefs
of Gop. Nor can any  feel their continual
Need” of Cbrift, or, “rely on Him” in the
Manner which thefe do.

DiaLocuk 14. P. 57. “ Tue Claims of
the Law are all anfwered.” If fo, Count
Zinzendorf is abfolutely in thé right : Neither
Gop nor Man can claim my Obedience to it,
Is not this Antinomianifm without a Mafk ?

P. 59. ““ Your Sins are expiated thro’ the
Death of Cbrift, and a Righteoufnefs given you,
by which you have free Accefs to Gop.” This
is not Scriptural Language. I would fimply
fay, By bim we bave Accefs to the Fatber.

THERE are many other Expreflions in this
Dialogue, to which I have thefame Obje&ion,
namely, 1. That they are Unfcriptural, 2.
That they directly lead to Antinomianifm.

' ‘ Thx
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The Firft Letter contains fome very ufeful

Heads of Self-Examination. Inthe Second,
P. 9t. 1 ReaD,  There is a Righteoufnefs

which fupplies all that the Creature needs. -

To prove this momentous Point, is the Defign
of the following Sheets.”

"1 uave feen fuch terrible Effets, of this
unfctiptural Way of Speiking, even on thofe
wobo bad onct clean efcaped from the Pollutions of
she World, that 1 cannet but earneftly with,
you would fpeak no otherwife than do the
Oracles of Gob. Certainly this Mode of Ex-
preffion is notmomentous. 1tisalwaysdangerous,
often fatul. , ,

Lerrer 11 P. 93. € Where Sin abounded,
Grace did mach more abound : That as Sin bad
veipw’d untv Death, fo might Grace—the free
Love of Gop—reign thro’ Righteoufnefs, thro’
vur Joftification and San&tification,unto eternal
Life, Rom. v. 20, 2. This is the plain na-
tural Medning of the Words, Itdoes not ap-

pear, that one Word is fpoken here about im-

puted Righteonfnrfs : Neitlierin the Paflages ci-
tedin the nextPage, fromithe Cot’nmon-grayer
and the Article. In the Homily likewife that
Phrafe is not found at all, dnd the main Strefs
i818id on Cprif’s fhedding bis Blood. Nor is the
Phrafe (conterning the Thiiig,there is no Quef-
Aion) found in any Pare of the Homilies.

P. io1. ¢ I# the Fathers are not explicit
with Regard to the Imputation of aﬁi'velgigh-
veoufnefs, they abound in Paffiges which
evince the Sufitution of Chriff in our Stead s
Pafageswhichdifclaimall Déperidenceonany

Duties
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Duties of our own, and fix our Hopes wholly
on the Merits of our Saviour. When this is
the Cafe, I am very little folicitous about any
particular Forms of Expreffion.” O lay afide
then thofe queftionable,dangerous Forms,and
keep clof¢ly to the Scriptural.

Lerter IV. P. 105. ¢ The Authority of
our Church and of thofe eminent Divines,”
does not touch thofe particular Forms of Ex-
preffion : Neither do any of the Texts which
you afterward cite. As to the Do&rine we are
agreed. ' '

Ibid. < THE Righteoufnefs of Gop fignifies,
the Righteoufnefs which God-Man wrought
out.” No. It fignifies Gop’s Method of
juftifying Sinners. .

P. 107. ¢ Tue Vi&tims figured the Expis-
tion by Chrif’s Death, the cloathing with
Skins, the fmputation of his Righteoufnefs.”
Thatdoes not appear. Did not theOne rather
figure our Juftification, the other, our San&i-
fication?

P. 109. ALmosT every Text quoted in this
and the following Letter, in fupport of that
particular Form of Expreffion, isdiftorted above
Meafure from the plain, obvious Meaning,
which is pointed out by the Context. 1 fhall
inftance in a few, and juft fet down their true
Meaning, without any farther Remarks,

To fbew unto Man bis Uprightnefs. To con-
vincehimof Gop’s Juftice,info punifhing him.

P. 110. HE fhall receive the Bleffing—Par-
don—from the LorD and Rigbteoufnefs—Holi-
nefs—from the G of bis Salvationy=the Gop

‘ 5 who
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who faveth him both from the Guilt and from
the Power of Sin.

P.111. 1 wiLL make Mention of thy Righ-

teoufnefs only.—Of thy Mercy. So the Word

freq sently means in the Old Teftament. So
it unqueftionably means in that Text, Jn (or
by) by Righteoufnefs fball they be exalted.

P. 112, Ston fhall be redeemed with Fudg-
ment—after fevere Punithment—and ber Con-
verts with Righteoufne/s—with thetender Mer-
cy of Gop, following that Punifhment.

P. 113. In (or thro’) the Lorp I have

Righteoufnefs and Strength, Juftification and
Sanctification. He bath clothed me with the

Garments of Salvation,—faved me from the"

Guilt and Power of Sin : Both of which are:

again expreflt by, He bath covered me with the -

Robe of Righteoufnefs.

P. 114. My Righteoufnefs—my Mercy—
Jball not be abolifbed.

P. 116. Tomake Reconciliation for Iniquity —
to atone for all our Sins—and to bring in ever-
lafting Righteoufnefs, {potlefs Holinefs intoour
Souls. And this Righteoufnefs is not Human,
but Divine. It is the Gift and the Work of

Gon.

P. 117. THE Lorp our Righteoufnefs— .

The Author both of our Juﬁlﬁcatxon and

Sanification.
P. 127. <« WaaT Righteoufnefs fhall give

us Peace at the laft Day, Inherent or Im-
puted ?” Both. Cbhrift died for us and lives
in us, That we may bave Boldne/s in the Day of

Fudgment,
LeTTER

—
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LetTer V. P. 131. That bave obtain’d like
precious Faiththro’ the Righteoufnefs—theMer-
cy—of our LorD. Seckye the Kingdom of Gop
and bhis Righteoufnefs—the Holinefs which
fprings from Gob reigning in you.

P. 132. THEREIN is revealed the Righteou/-
nefs of Gop—Gobp’s Method of juftifying
Sinners.

P. 135. ¢ We effablifb the Law, as we ex- -
pect no Salvation without a pcrfe& Confor-
mity to it—namely, by Cbrif.”” Is not this
a mere Quibble ? And a Quibble, which after
allthelabour’d Evafionsof #itfius and a thou-
fand more, does totally make woid the Law 2
But not {o does St. Paul teach. According
to him, witheut Holinefs, perfonal Holinefs, no
Man fball fee the Lorp. None who 1is not
bimfelf conform’d to the Law of Gob here,
Jball fee the Lorp in Glory.

ThHis is the grand, palpable Objetion to
that whole Scheme. It direétly makes void the
Law. It makes Thoufands content to live
and die Tranfgreffors of the Law, becaufe Chrifp
fulfilled it for them. Therefore, sho’ I believe,
He hath /ived and died for me, yet I would
fpeak very tenderly and fparingly of the for-
mer, (and zever, feparately from the latter)
even as fparingly as do the Scriptures, for fear.
of this dreadful Confequence.

P. 138. ¢« Tue Gift ofRngteaufmfs muft
fignify aRighteoufnefs not their own.” Yes,
it fignifies “the Righteoufnefs or Holinefs,
whxch Gob gives to and works in them.

P. 139.
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P. 139. < THE Obedience of one is Chrif's
atual Performance of the whole Law.” So
here his Paffion is fairly left out! Whereas
his decoming obedient unto Death, that is, dying
for Man, 1s certainly the chief Part, if not
the whole which is meant by that Expreflion.

Ibid, *'Fuat the Righteoufnefs of the Law
wight be fulflled in us—That is, By our Re-

- prefentative in our Nature.” Amazing! But
this, you fay,  agrees with the Tenour of the
Apoftle’s Arguing. For he is demonftrating
we cannot be juftified by our own Conformity
to the Law.” No: Not here. He is not
fpeaking here of the Caufe of our Juftifica-
tion, but the Fruits of it. Therefore that
unnatural Senfe of his Words does not at all,
¢ agree with the Tenour of his Arguing.”

P. 140. ¥ Torarry deny the Criticifm
on dixaioavyn and dixdiupa, and cannot conceive
on what Authority it is founded. O how
deep an Averfion to Inward Helinefs does this
Scheme naturally create?

P. 142. “THE Righteoufnefs they attained
could not be any Perfonal Righteoufnefs.”
Certainly it was. It was implanted as well as
imputed.

P. 144. « For Infruition in Righteay/nefs,
in the Righteoufnefs of Chriff.” Was there
ever fuch a Comment before? The plain
Meaning is, For training up in Holinefs of
‘Heart and of Life.

P. 146. He fball convince the World of Righ<
tsoufnefs—That I am not a Sinner, but inno+
cent and hely. :
A P. 1480
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P. 148. « TuaT we might be made the.
Rigbteoufnefs of Gop in Iim. Nat intrinficals
ly, but imputatively.” Both the one and tha
- other. Gobp tbro’ Him, firlt ascounts and then
makes us righteous. Accordingly '

P. 152. Tue Righteoyfne/s w%a’clz is of Gon.
by Faith, is both imputed and inberent.

P. 153. «“ My Faith fixes on both the me-
ritorious Life and atoping Dagih of Chrip.”
Here we clearly agree. Hold then to this,
and never talk of the former without the kare
ter. If you do, you cannpt fay, < Here we
are expofed to no Hazard.” Yes, you are to
an exceeding great one: Even the Hazard of
living and dying withour Holiagfs. And then
we are loft for ever.

Tue Sixth Letter coptains an admirable Ac-
count of the Earth and its Agmofphere, and,
comprizes Abundance of Senf¢ in a narrow
Compafs, and expreft in beautiful Language.

P. 177. GeMs have ¢ a Seat.on the virtu-
aus fair one’s Breaft,” I can’t reconcile this.
with St. Paul,  He fays, Not with Pearls.:
By a Parity of Reafon, npt with Diamonds.
But in a]l Things I perceive, you ate too fa-
vourable, both to zke Defire of the Flefh:and the.
Defire of the Eye. You are a gentle Cafyift.as,
to every Seclf-ipdulgence which a plentiful,
Fortune can furnifh,

P. 182, “ Qur Saviour’s Obedience”—Q
fay, with the goad old. Puritans, our Saviour’s
Death or Merits. We fwarm with Antinomi-
ans on every Side. Why are yoy at. fuch Pains.
to increafe their Numbper ?

P. 194.
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P. 194. MY Mouth fball fbew forth thy Righ-

feoufnefs and thy Salvation.—Thy Mercy which
brings my Salvation.
" Tt Eighth Letter is an excellent Defcrip-
tion of the Supreme Greatnefs of Chrif. I
do not obferve One Sentence in it, which I
cannot chearfully fubfcribe to.

Tre Ninth Letter, containinga Defcription
of the Sea, with various Inferences deduced
therefrom, is likewife a Mafter-Piece, for
Juftnefs of Sentiment, as well as Beauty of
Language. But I doubt whether, ¢ mere
Shrimps,” P. 241. be not too low an Expref-
fion: And whether you might not as well,
have faid nothing of ¢ Cod, the ftanding Re=~
« paft of Lent:” Or concerning * the ex-
quifite Relith of Turbot, or the Delicioufnefs
of Sturgeon.” Are not fuch Obfervations be-
neath the Dignity of a Minifter of Chrif? I
have the fame Doubt, concerning what is faid
(P. 264.) of «“ delicately flavour’d Tea, finely-
fcented Coffee ; the friendly Bowl, the Pyramid
of Italian Figs, and the Paffacia Nut of Alep-
po.” Befide that the mentioning thefe in fuch
a Manner is a ftrong Encouragement of Lux-
ury and Senfuality. And does the World
need this? The Englifh in particular 2——J8i
non infaniunt fatis fud [ponte, infliga.

LerTer 10. P. 271. ¢ Thofe Treafures
which fpring from the Imputation of Cbriff’s
Righteoufnefs.” Not a Word of his atoning
Blood ? Why do fo many Men love to {peak
of his Righteoufnefs, rather than his Atone-~
ment? I tear, becaufe it affords a fairer Ex-

' cufe.

s -
.
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cufe for their own Unrighteoufnefs: To cut
off this, is it not better, to mention both to-
gether? At leaft never to name the former

without the latter ?
- P. 285. ¢ Farru is, a Perfuafion that
Chrif} has fhed his Blood for me, and fulfill’d
all Righteoufnefs in my {.cad.” 1 can by no
Means fubfcribe to this Definition. There
are Hundreds, yea Thoufands of true Believ-
ers, who never once thought, one Way or the
other, of Chrif#’s fulfilling all Rightcoufnefs
in their Stead. 1 perfonally know many who
to this very Hour have no Idea of it; and yet
have each of them aDivine Evidence and Con-
viction, Cbrift loved me, and gave Himfelf for.
me. This is St. Paul’s Account of Faith:
And it is fufficient. He that #bus believes is
* juftified. :
- P. 287, It isa fure Means of purifying

the Heart, and never fails to work by Love.” .
It furely purifies the Heart—if we abide in iz;
but not if we draw back to Perdition. It
never fails to work by Love, while it contj-
nues; but if itfelf fail, farewel both Love
and Good Works. ,

“ Farth is- the Hand which receives all
that is laid up in Cbrif.” Confequently, if
we make Shipwreck of the Faith,how much fo-
ever is laid up in Cbriff, from that Hour we
receive nothing.

LETTER 11. P. 288. “ Farru in the im-
puted Righteoufnefs of Chrift, is a fundamental
Principle in the Gofpel.” If fo, what be- -
comes of all thofe who think nothing about

: imputed
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imputed Righteoufefs 2 How many who are
- full of Faith and-Love, if this be true, muft
perith everlaftingly ! :

P. 297. Tuy Hands muft urge the Way
of the deadly Weapon, thro’ the fhivering
Flefh, till it be plunged in the throbbing
Heart.” Are not thefe Defcriptions far too
ftrong? May they not occafion unprofitable
Reafonings in many Readers ? ’
, e puerum coram populo Medea trucidet.

P. 248. < How can he jufify it to the
World?” Not at all. Can this then jufify
bis Faith to the World ? '

P. 304. ““ You take the certain Way to
obtain Comfort, the Righteoufnefs of Fefus
Chrifg.” What, without the Atonement?
Strange Fondnefs for an unfcriptural, dange~
rous Mode of Expreffion ! ‘

P. 306. * So the Merits of Cbrift are de-
rived to all the Faithful.” Rather the Fruits
of the Spirit: Which are likewife plainly ty-
pified by the Oil in Zechariab’s Vifion.

P. 310, ¢ Has the Law any Demand ?
It muft go to Him for Satisfa@ion.” Sup-
‘pofle, * Thou fhalt love thy Neighbour as
thyfelf.” Then I am not obliged to love my

*Neighbour. Cbrif# has fatisfied the Demand
of the Law for me. Is not this the very
Quinteflence of Antinomianifm ?

‘P. 311. “ THE Righteoufnefs wrought
~out by Fefus Chrif}, is wrought out for a/l his
People, to be the Cag/‘e of their Juftification,
and tbe Purchafe of their Salvation. The
Righteoufnefs is the Caufe, the Purchafe.” ﬁo
the
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the Death of Chrift is not fo much’ as named!
«« For all bis People.” But what becomes
. of alf other People ? They muft inevitably perith
for ever. The Die was caft, or ever they
were in Being. The Dotrine to pafs thems
4y, has

Confign’d their unborn Souls to Hell,

And damn’d them from theirmother’s womb!

I could fooner be a Turk, a Deift, yea an
Atheift, than I could believe this. It is lefs
abfurd to deny the very Being of Gop, than
to make Him an Almighty™ yrant. .
‘P. 318. “ THE whole World and all its
" Seafons, are rich with our Creator’s Goodnefs.
His tender Mercies are over all his Works.”
Are they over the Bulk of Mankind ? Where
is his Goodnefs to the Non-Eleét? How are
his tender Mercies over Them 2 < His Tem-
poral Bleflings are given #o #hem.”” But are
they to them Bleflings at all? Are they not
all Curfes? Does not Gop know they are?
That they will only increafe their Damnation? -
Does not He defign they fhould ? And this
you call Goodnefs! This is tender Mercy !

P. 321. “ May we not difcern pregnant
‘Proofs of Goodnefs, in each individual Ob-
je&t2” No; on your Scheme not a Spark of
it in this World or the next to the far greater
Part of the Work of his own Hands!

P. 334. “Is Gop a generous Benefa&tor
to themeaneft Animals, to the loweft Reptilesi
And will He deny my Friend what is neceflary
to his prefent Comfort, and his Final Accept-
ance ?” Yea, will He deny it to any Soul

b2 thas
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that he has made ? Would yox deny it to any
if it were in your Power ?

But if you /ov'd whom Gobp abhorr’d
. The Servant were above his Lorp.

P. 337. THE Wedding-Garment here means
Holinefs. '

P. 340. «“ THis is his tender Complaint,
They will not come unto Me!” Nay, that is
not the Cafe; they cannot. He Himfelf has
decreed, not to give them that Grace without
which their Coming is impofiible !

¢ Tue Grand End which Gop propofes
in all his favourable Difpenfations to fallen
Man, is to demonftrate the Sovereignty of
his Grace.” Not fo: To impart Happinefs
to his Creatures, is his grand End herein.
¢¢ Barely to demonitrate his Sovereignty,” is
a Principle of Acion fit for the great Turk,
not the moft High Gob.

P. 341. * Gop hath Pleafure in the Prof-
perity of his Servants. He is a boundlefs
Ocean of Good.” Nay, that Ocean is far
from boundlefs, if it wholly paffes by Nine-
tenths of Mankind.

P. 342. ¢ You cannot fuppofe Gop would
enter into a frefh Covenant with a Rebel.” [
both fuppofe and know He did. ¢ Gop made
the New Covenant with Cbriff, and charged
Him with the Performance of the Conditions.”
1 deny both thefe Affertions, which are the
Central Point wherein Calvinifin and Antino-
mianifim meet.- < I bave made a Covenant with
my Chofen.”—Namely, with David my Servant.
Se Gop Himfelf explains it.
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- P. 362. « He will wath you in the Blood
which atones and inveft you with the Righte-
oufnefs which juftifies.” Why fhould you
‘thus continually put afunder, what Gop has
Joined ? ~ :

P. 440. ¢« Gop Himfelf at the laft Day
pronounces them righteous, becaufe they are
interefted in the Obedience of the Redeemer.”
Rather, becaufe they are wathed in his Blood,
and renewed by his Spirit.

Upron the whole, I cannot but wifh, that the
Plan of thefe Dialogues had been executed ina
different Manner. Moft of the grand Truths
of Chriftianity are herein both explained and
proved with great Strength and Clearnefs.
Why was any Thing intermixt, which could
prevent any ferious Chriftian’s recommending
them to all Mankind? Any Thing which muft-
neceflarily render them exceptionable, to fo
many Thoufands of the Children of Gopn ? In
‘practical Writings I ftudioufly abftain fromthe
very Shadow of Controverfy. Nay, even in
Controverfial, I do not knowingly write one
Line, to which any but my Opponent would

_obje&t. For Opinions thall 1 deftroy the Work
of Gop ? Then am I a Bigot indeed. Much
‘more, if I would not drop any Mode of Expref-
Jfion, rather than offend either Jew or Gentile,
or the Church of Gop. .1 am,

With great Sincerity,
Dear Sir,
Your affe®ionate Brother and Servant,
J-W.
b3 1 bave
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I bawe but one Thing more to add, which is,
concerning the Seafonablenefs of the following.
Publication. 1t may, perbaps, be thought a
needlefs Revival of a Difpute, which bappened
long aga, and which is now prodably forgotten.
In anfwer to which, I can afjure the Reader,
sbat the above is printed from an Edition of the
Prefervative, now on Sale at the Foundery. The
Sealonablenefs of this Publication, is therefore
apparent ; for though my Brother died December
25, 1758, the Controver[y did by no Means die
with bim, but fill fudfifis in the daily Publication
and Sale of the Prefervative, wbich alfo comes
with a [pecial® Recommendation from Mr. W ef-
Yey, into the Hands of all bis Preackers, to be
" by them firft < carefully read, then to be re-
« commended and explained to the feveral So-
«¢ cieties where they labour.”” 8o that the Con-
2roverfy is, in the moft effectual Manner, daily and
bourly kept alive by Mr. Welley bimfelf. This
proves very Jufficiently the Seafonablenefs,and as
Things bave bappened, the Expediency, of the
prefent Appearance of the following LettersinPub-
lick. How pertinent an Anfwer they contain to
Mr. Welley’s Objections, is now to be left to the
Cuonfideration of the candid Reader.

Miles’s-I ane, . )
December §, 17040 W. He R’V EY,

# See the laft Paragraph of a Tra&, intitled, R}ajou:
againfl a Separation from the Church of England. Printed
alfo in the Prefervative, p. 237, :



L ETTETR S

T O T HE

Reverend Mr. Joun WEesLEY.

L ETTER L

REv. Sir,

I Received the -Letter you mention, containing
Remarks on the Dialogues between Theron and
Afpafio. As after a careful Perufal, I faw very
little Reafon to alter my Sentiments, I laid afide
your Epiftle without returning an Anfwer, in hopes
.that my Silence (which it feems you miftook for
Obftinacy) would moft emphatically fpeak my Ad-
vice; which, had it been exprefled more plainly,
- would have been delivered in the Apoftle’s Words,
That ye fludy, or make it your Ambition, 2o be
quict *. ’
B . Since
& | Thefl. iv. 11. ®iroripeioSas, a beautiful Word, rich
with Meaning, and not adequately tranflated by make

it your Ambition, fill more indequatsly by our common
Verfion.

-
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Since you have, by printing thefe Remarks, fum-
moned me, though reluant, to the Bar of the Pub-
lic, it fhould feem, that I ought not to difcredit the
Truth once delivered to the Saints, by a timid Silence ;
and I am the more willing- to anfwer for myfelf, as
I have now the Privilege of an unprejudiced Judge, .
and an impartial Jury.—If my Defence thould be loft
on my Opponent, it may poflibly make fome ufeful
Impreflions on the Court, and candid Audience.
However, I will not abfolutely defpair of convincing
Mr. efley himfelf, becaufe it is written, Give
Admonition to a wife Man, and he will yet be wifer *.
On fome very momentous and interefting Points, I
may probably be a little more copious than the ftrict
Laws of Argument demand, in order to exhibit
fome of the great Truths of the Gofpel, in fo clear a
- Light, that be may run who readeth them ; in fo amia-.
ble and inviting a Light, that the Believer may rejoice
in them, and the Sinner may long for them. For
fuch Digreflions, I promife myfelf an eafy Pardon,- .
both from yourfelf and the Reader.

Thus you open the Debate: ¢ In the fecond
< Dialogue, is not the Defcription often too laboured,
¢ the Language too ftiff and affe@ed?”” I muft con-
fefs, Sir, this Animadverfion feems to be as juft, as the
Praife which you have here, and elfewhere beftowed,
appears tobe lavith : The former, if not more pleafing,
may be no lefs ferviceable than the latter ; for Both
T acknowledge myfelf your Debtor, and if ever I at-
tempt any Thing more in the Capacity of an Author,

I will

* Prov. ix. g.. The original Phrafe is only |n zive,
which may fignify, give Admonition, as well as (what eur
Verfion has {uppofed) Infiraction.



)
"LETe I, REY. MR. WESLEY., . 3

I will be fure to keep my Eye fixed on the Caution
you have given.

I am forry that the next Words bring on 2 Com-
plaint, fo clofe to my Acknowledgment. ¢ You cite
< the Pages according to the Dublin Edition, having
« wrote the rough Draught of what follows in
« Ireland.” But thould you not, in Comglaifance to
your Readers on this Side the Water; have referred
to the Pages of the Englifh Edition ! For want of
fuch Reference, there is hardly Diftin&tion enough,
in fome Places, to know which are your Words, and
which are Afpafio’s.—Should you not alfo, in Juftice
to the Author, before you tranfcribed the rough
Draught for the Prefs, have confulted the /a/# Edi-
tion of his Work? Which you well knew was not
the Copy, from which the Jri/b Impreflion was taken,
yet might reafonably fuppofe to be the leaft inac-
curate,

- When I read your next Paragraph, I am ftruck
with Reverence, 1 am athamed and almoft aftonith-
ed, at the littlenefs of the preceding Obferva-
tions : Stiffnefs of Style, and a Thoufand fuch
Trifles, what are they all compared with Fuffifica-
tion before the infinite and immortal GOD? This
is a Subje&t that commands our moft awful Regard,
a Blefing that fhould engage our whole Attention,
As'this is the grand Article to come under our Con-
fideration, I would defire to maintain an inceffant
Dependence on the Divine SPIRIT, that my
Thoughts may be influenced, and my Pen guided by
the Wifdom which cometh from above ; that I may
neither pervert the Truth, by any erroneous Repre-
fentations, nor dithonour it by an unchriftian Tem-
per. It would be eafy to make ufe of bitter Satire,

B 2 and
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and difdainful Irony, the contemptuous Sneer, or the
indignant Frown.—And indeed, Sir, you have laid
yourfelf open to every Attack of this Kind; but thefe
are not the Weapons of a Chriftian’s Warfare,

— —  Non Defenforibus ifiis,

.we are to give a Reafon of the Hope that is in us,
with Mecknefs and Fear ; Meeknefs, with regard to
thofe who interrogate or oppofe us ; Fear, with re-
‘gard to HIM, whofe Caufe we plead, and whofe Eye‘
is ever upon us. “ Is Juftification, you fay, more or
¢ lefs, than GOD’s pardoning and accepting a
¢ Sinner, through the Merits of CHRIST ?” 1
fomewhat wonder, Sir, that you fhould afk this
Queftion, when it is profefledly an{fwered by Afpafio,
who has prefented you with a very circumftantial
Definition of Juftification, explaining it, eftablithing
it, and obviating feveral Objections advanced againft
it. If you would animadvert with Spirit and Force,

" or indeed to any confiderable Purpofe, fhould you
not lay open the Impropriety of this Deﬁnmon,
fhewing from Reafon and Scripture, that it is neuher
accurate nor orthodox ?

At Pages 49, 50, the Reader may fee Apafio’s Ac- '
count of Juftification, and find the Words Imputa-
tion and Righteoufnefs of CH RIS T, particularly .
explained. The latter denoting, ¢ all the various
¢« Inftances of his altive and paffive Obedience ;”” ac-
cordingly it is affirmed (Page 51) ¢ The Punifh-
«“ ment we deferved, he endures, the Obedience
 which we owed, he fulfils.”—What Afpafio here
profefles to undcrﬁand by the Righteoufnefs of
CHR 8T, the Reader is particularly requefted to
bear in his Memory, that he be not mifled by

Mr.
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Mr. WWefley, who often forgets it, and complains
when the Righteoufnefs of CHR IS T is mentioned,
that his penal Sufférings are quite omitted. I would
not wifh, Sir, to have a plainer Proof, that you do not
difcard the active, than Afpafio has hereby given.
that he never excludes the paflive. o
By your Queftion, you hint a Diflike, yet with-
out informing us what it is, or wherein fpafio’s Il;
luftrations and Proofs are deficient. You propofe,
and only propofe, another Definition. Well then,
to differ from you as little as poffible, nay, to agree
with you, as far as Truth will permit, fince you are
fo loth to admit of our Reprefentation, we will ac-
cede to yours; efpecially if it be fomewhat explained,
and a little improved. For indeed the Words, in
their prefent Form, are rather too vague to conftitute
any Definition. Pardoning and accepting may hap-
pen to be only diverfified Expreflions of the fame
Idea. The Merits of CHRIST will certainly
comport, either with Popifb, or Socinian Notions.
It abounds in Writers of the former Sort, and
it is to be found in the latter. "Therefore, to be
more explicit—By pardoning, I mean G QOD’s ac-
quitting a Sinner from Guilt of every Kind, and of
every Degree. By accepting, 1 mean ftill more,
GOD’s receiving him into full Favour, confider-
ing and treating him as righteous, yea perfectly
and glorioufly righteous. — By the Merits of
CHR IS8T, I would always be fuppofed to fignify,
his active and paffive Obedience, all that he wrought,
and all that he fuffered, for the Salvation of Man-
kind ¥, Interefled in all this, the Believer enters into
the

% The Merits of CHRIST is certainly an amBiguous

Phrafe, and what I can by no Means admire; but as it
B3 occurs
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" the Divine Prefence, and ftands before the Divine
MAJESTY—Not like David’s Ambafladors,
ftealing themfelves into Fericho ; fafe indeed, but
with the Marks of Ammoniti/h Infults on their Perfons:
He rather enters like that illuftrious Exile, Fofeph,
into the Prefence of Pharaoh, when his Prifon Gar-
ments were taken from him, and he was arrayed in
Veftures of fine Linen, meet for the Shoulders of
thofe, who appear before Kings. With this Expli-
cation I am content that your Definition take place
of mine*.” 1 would farther obferve, that you have
dropt the Word imputed, which inclines me to fuf-
pe&, you would cathier the Thing. But let me afk,
Sir, How can we be juftified by the Merits of
CHRIST, unlefs they are imputed to us ? Would
. the Payment made by a Surety, procure a Difcharge
for the Debtor, unlefs it was placed to his Ac-
count ! It is certain, the Sacrifices of old could not
make an Atonement, unlefs they were imputed to.
each Offerer refpectively. This was an Ordinance
fettled

]

occurs in Mr, Wefley’s Letter, and in many valuable
Writers, I have, led by their Example, ufed it in the
following Debate, ftill underftanding it, and ftll ufing
it, in the Senfe explained above.

* To gratify Mr. Wefley, | have admitted his Phrafe,
¢« The Merits of CHRIST,” though as it is a Phrafe of
dubious Import, and what almoft any Set or Herefy will
fubfcribe, I fhould much fooner choofe toabide by 4/pafo’s
Language. And why fhould we not all fpeak with the
Scriptures? Why fhould we not nfe the kxpreflions of
the Apottle? He fays, juftified by the Blood of CHRIS T ;
he fays, made righteous by the Obedience of CHRIST;
when therefore we fay, Sinners are pardoned and ac-
cepted through the Blood, and through the Obedience of
CHRIST, we have a Warrant for our Do&rine, which is
* indifputable, and a Precedent for our Language, which
is unexceptionable.
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fettled by JEHO V AH himfelf*. - And were not
the Sacrifices, was not their imputation typical . of
CHR IS8T, and Things pertaining to CHRIST?
‘The former prefiguring his all-fufficient Expiatibn,
the latter thadowing forth the Way whereby we are
Partakers of its Efficacy. The Righteoufnefs (not
the Righteoufnefs and Obedience, Apafio fpeaks
otherwife) which C HR IST performed is reckoned
by GOD asourown. This you call an ambiguours
Exprefion, but, if confidered in Conjun&ion with
the foregoing and following Enlargements, I fhould
think ‘can hardly deferve the Charge. Apafio all
along labours to be underftood. In this Place he
more fully opens his Meaning by giving another’
View of the Nature, and by fpecifying the Effeéts
of Imputation. The Nature,—it being the fame as
placing to our Account fomething not our own +.
The Effzcts,—CHR 18 T’s Righteoufnefs, thus
placed to our Account, being as effectual for obtain-
ing our Salvation, as if it was our own perfonal
Qualification . To the latter you exprefsly agree,
to the former you make no Objeftion: To the
whole Dodtrine, thus explained, you elfewhere de-

clare your Affent.
B4 If

* Lew. vii. 18.  If any of the Flefb of the Sacrifice of
bis Peace-Offerings, be eaten at all on the third Day, it
Sball not be accepted, neither fhall it be imputed unto
bim that offererh it. 1t fhall not be accepred, Why ?
for this Reafon, becaufe it fhall not be imputed. A plain
Indication, that the latter is the Caufe of the former,
That without Imputation, whether it be of the typical
or real Sacrifice, the Blood of the Beaft, or the Death
of CHRIST, there is no Acceptance. '

+ Theron and 4jpafio, p. 50 1 Ibid. p. 53.
9 . .
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If in all this we may depend upon you, Sir, muft
we not feel an alarming Shock at your Adjuration in
the next Paragraph ?

« For CHRI8T’s Sake do not.” What? furely
nothing lefs can excite or juftify this vehement Ex-
clamation, but the Obtrufion of fome Doétrine,
that is moft glaringly falfe and abfolutely damna-
ble.” Shall we have fuch a folemn Firing, fuch a
Thunder of Explofion, only to filence a particular -
Phrafe? In another Perfon this would look like
profane Levity ; in Mr. Wefley, the lofteft Appella-
tion we can give it, is idle Pomp—All this Clamour
merely againft Words!| Words too, the Explication.
of which, and the Doérine contained in them, -
yourfelf allow. Dear Sir, what is a Word or a
Phrafe? Can it do either Good or Harm, but as
conveying right or wrong Sentiments? Will the
mere pronouncing or hearing of a Word (be it
Abracadabra, or Higgajon Selab, or Imputed) with-
out its Idea, poifon the Principles of Men, and in- -
duce them ‘to work all Uncleannefs with Greedinefs ?
As you have been firing without an Enemy ( 4pafio
is owned for an Ally) fo you feem to be triumphing

" without a Vi&ory. Afpafi’s Charity for thofe who
are difgufted at the Expreflion, and have no explicit
Knowledge of the Doctrine, is guarded by the Words
immediately following—% Yet live under the Belief
¢t of the Truth, and in the Exercjfc of the Duty,” as-
well as by the annexed Defcription of the Perfons,

- and their T'emper; who are far enough from fancying,

ghat if they may but be pardoned for the Sake of

CHRIST, they can bbtain the Divine Favour, and

a Tite to future Happinefs, by their own good Be-

havieur. Hence it will appear, that he has been too

\ cautious,
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caytious, to part with the very Thing for which he
is contending. And this is more abundantly evi-
dent, from the Clofe of his charitable Paragraph,
wherein, though he allows fuch People to be fafe
yet he laments their Embarrafs, and their De-
ficiency in Light, Strength, and Confolation. « The
« Phrafe is not fcriptural.”  Suppefe it were not,
this would afford but a flight Reafon, for fo paffi-
onate an Outcry: However, this is certain, - St.
Paul ufes the Phrafe, GO D imputeth *, and that
Righteoufnefs might be imputed +. Now, is it pof-
fible, that there fhould be Righteoufnefs imputed,
yet not an imputed Righteoufnefs ! T'o affert this
muft argue either a wonderful fubtil Refinement, or
an exceeding ftrong Prejudice. ¢ It is not ne-
« ceflary.”—Peghaps fo. But is it not neceffary
Mr. Wefley fhould either inform us, what Senfe
of the Phrafe it is, which he apprehends fo like-
ly to muflead Men, or elfe, inftead of exclaiming
againft Afpafio, thould join all his Force with him,
in defending that Sente which they both efpoufe ?
. ¢ It has dorie immenfe Hurt.””—When we are made
fenfible of the immenfe, or indeed of any real, hurt
done by thc Phrafe, imputed; when-we fee thofe
who diflike it, cordially warm for the Sentiment ex-
prefled in other Words, we will then confent to refign
it for its Equivalent, reckoned as our own,—placed to our
Accounty—as effeclual as if our own perfonal Qualifica~
tion. Till then we muft guard the Cafket for the
Sake of the Jewel. We prefer the Word imputed,
becaufe it fays more at once, than any other Term
we know, and becaufe we are awure of a common
Practice ufed in all Ages, by the Oppofers of found
' *  Doérine.

* Rom. 1v. 6. + Rom. iv. 11.
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Doérine. They pretend a Zeal only againft the
Phrafe, that by bringing this into Difufe, they may
caufe that to be forgotten. Shall we not then difpute
for imputed Righteoufnefs? Yes, Sir, we muft dif-
pute, both for the Do&rine and for the Phrafe, fince
there are Perfons who openly ftrike at the one, and
we fear with a View to fupplant the other. Shall we
not difpute for imputed Righteoufnefs—though the
Words are a grand Peculiarity of the Scriptures, and
the Thing the very Spirit and Effence of - the
Gofpel ? Not difpute for that which is better to us
Sinners than all Worlds, better than our Hearts
could wifh, or our Thoughts conceive ; which in
fhort is the beft, the nobleft, the completeft Gift,
that G OD himfelf can beftow !

When fuch a Gift, and fuch a Righteoufnefs is
the Subjeét of Difputation, we muft not give Place,
no, not for an Hour : we muft maintain its matchlefs
Excellency, fo long as we have any Breath, or any
Being. We muft fay in dire¢t Oppofition to your
fervent but unadvifed Zeal, ¢« For CHRIS T
¢ Sake,” let us contend earneftly for imputed Righ-
teoufnefs ; becaufe it is the brighteft Jewel in His
mediatorial Crown. ¢ For the Sake of immortal
¢ Soulsy” let us hold faft and hold forth this precious
Truth ; becaufe it yields the ftrongeft Confolation
to the guilty Confcience, and furnifhes the moft
¢ndearing, as well as the moft prevailing Induce-
ment to univerfal Obedience.

¢ To afcribe Pardon to CHRIST s paffive, eternal
¢« Life to his active Obedience, is fanciful rather than
¢ judicious.” The Remark is juft; not fothe Quota-
tion; Apafio is fomewhat disfigured by your Diftortion
of his Features’; he limps alittle, by your Diflocation of

: ) a Limb.
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aLimb. There is in his Language, Guard enough to
check every Attempt, cither to diflolve the Union, or
fever the Coagency, of the different Parts of our
L OR D’s Righteoufnefs.
But let us give Apafio a fair Hearing, thus he ex-
* prefles himfelf, “ To divide them (the «wftive and
¢ paffive Righteoufne(s) into detached Portions, inde-
¢ pendent on each othef, {feems to be fanciful rather
% than judicious.” 7To divide into detached Porti-
ons, is more than to diftinguith between the one and
the other. The latter djpafio prallifes, the former
he difavows. ¢ Independent of each other”-—do
thefe Words {tand for nothing? Have they no Mean-
ing, that here you fhew them no Regard, and
never recollet them throughout your whole Epiftle?
Had you honoured them with any Degree of Notice,
feveral of your Objeétions muft have beén pre-
" cluded, and if the more candid Reader pleafes
1o bear them in Memory, feveral of your Objeti-
ons, will at the very firft View, fall to the Ground.
Befides, the Perfon who tells us, the Cafe feems
to be fo, is not fo peremptory, as he who roundly
affirms it to be fo; the former is all that dqu/’ 10
has advamced. Though I am willing that you
thould correét his Style, yet I muft beg of you, Sir,
* not to make him quite fo pofitive ; let him have the
Satisfaltion of being modeft, even where he has the
Misfortune, in your Opinion at leaft, to be erro-
neous.
“ CHRISTs umverfal Obedlence from his Birth
¢ to his Death, is the one Foundation of my Hope,”
- fays Apafie. To which you aflent, and with a
Jaudable Vehemence, reply, ¢ This is unqueftion-
s ably right.” I with, Sir, you would ponder your
Words
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Words before you fpeak, at leaft before you print,
that there may be fomething fixed and certain, on
which we may depend, and by which you will abide.
One would think, after this Acknowledgment, pro-
nounced with fuch an Air of Solemnity, you could
never fo far forget yourfclf, as to open your Mouth
againft the Obedience, the univerfal Obedience of
CHR IS8T, which furcly muft include both what
he wrought, and what he fuffered. You confefs it
to be your Foundation,—the Foundation of your
Hiope, the only Foundation of your Hope ; can you
then, without the moft amazing Inconfiftency, either
with to fecrete the Doétrine, or offer to difcounte-
nance the Expreflion !

« There is no Manrer of Need to make the Im-

¢ putation of CHR S T’s active Righteoufnefs a
¢ feparate Head of Difcourfe.”—No Manner of
Need, even though you declare, that this ative Righ-
teoufnefs, together with the expiatory Death,
is the only Foundation of your Hope! Can you
think it poffible to treat of fuch a Topic too particu-
larly, too diftin&lly, too minutely *— Afpafio has fhewn

the Need, or affigned the Reafon for this Method of

handling the Subject; becaufe it fets the Fulnefs of
our LORD’s Merit in the cleareft Light, and gives
the completeft-Honour to GOD’s holy Law. Have
you alledged any Thing to difprove, or fo much as

to invalidate his Plea? Ought not this to have been

done before your Affertion can be valid, ot even
decent ?

Beﬁdes, are there not Perfons in the World who
fondly imagine, that if they can but have Pardon
through CHR IS8T, they fhall by their own Doings

.

fecure eternal Life? When fuch Perfons are in

Danger

>
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Danger of overlooking the active Obedience of "the
REDEEMER, why fhould you not for their
Sakes allow us to make the Imputation of his Righte-
oufnefs ¢ afeparate Head of Difcourfe ?”” That, feeing
the tranfcendent Perfetion of CHRIST’s Work,
they may ceafe from confiding in their own ¥, left
it be faid to them another Day, 7 will declare thy
Righteoufnefs, and thy Works, that for the grand Pur-
pofe of Juftification, they fball not profit thee +.

We muft therefore take leave to dwell upon the
active R ghteoufnefs of our LORD; we mutt difplay
its Perfe&ion, in Oppofition to all the vain Preten-
fions of human Qualifications, Endeavours, or At-
tainments; we muft demonftrate that as the Heavens
are higher than the Earth, fo is this Divine Obedi-
ence higher than all the Works of the Children of
Men. Yea, fo tranfcendent in itfelf, and abfolutely
perfe&, as to be incapable of any Augmentation. All
the good Deeds of all the Saints, could they be added
to it, would not increafe in any Degree its juftifying
Efficacy ; it is like all the other Works of GOD,
concerning which we are told, nothing can be added to
them. This brings to my Remembrance a moft beauti-
ful, and fublime Reprefentation, which you muft have
read in the Evangelical Prophet, Every Valley fhall be
exalted, and every Mountain and Hill fhall be made
low, and the crooked fhall be made flraight, and the
rough Places plainy and the Glory of the LOR D fhall
be revegled, and all Flefb fhall foe it together. Here
Mountains are demolifhed, Valleys are elevated, and
the Earth is levelled into a fpacious Plain on Purpoﬁ:
to accomplith what Mr. #efly fuppofes unne-
ceffary ; on Purpofe to glve the moft clear, full,

ftriking

* Heb. iv. 10. + Ifa. lvii. 12,
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ftriking View of the great REDEEMER, of his
wonderful Perfon, and glorious Work; that he
alone may be diftinguifhed and exalted ; may walk
majeftic and confpicuous through the Midft of Man-
kind, as being fingly and completely fufficient for the
Recovery, of Sinners. That all Fleth, not Jews
only, but Gentiles alfo; not Men of Reputation only,
but the Meaneft of Mortals, the moft infamous of
Woretches, may together fee his Glory, may on equal
Ground, without any Pre-eminence of one above
~ another, contemplate and partake of his precious
Death and perfeét Righteoufne(s, which are the one
Objeét of divine Complacency, and the fovereign
Glory of the LORD REDEEMER. According to
the Import of this magnificent Piece of Imagery, all
the Differences that fubfift between one Man and
another are abolifhed ; nothing but CHRIST and
his complete Work are propofed, as the Caufe of
Juftification and the Ground of Hope. Faith beholds
nothing but the Divine ¥ ESUS); it never enquires,
What have I done? What have I fyffered? But
whathasthat moft illuftrious Perfonage done, and what
fuffered? What has JEHO VA H manifefted in
our Nature, wrought for the Benefit and Redemption
of Sinners ?¥—Faith is never weary of viewing or re-
viewing either the aflive or paflive Obedience
of IMMANUEL. Faith will declare, that nei-
ther of thefe Points can be fet forth in too ftrong or
too recommending a Light. Faith is ever defiring
to fee more and more of the SAVIOUR’s Wor-.
thinefs, that the Soul may rejoice in his Excellency,
and be filled with all his Fullnefs.
May you, Dear Sir, abound in this Faith, and
live under fuch Views of GOD our SAVIOUR;
: then
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then I flatter myfelf you will be diffatisfied with your
prefent Opinion, and not be difgufted at the Freedom
of Speech, ufed by

Your’s, &e.

LETTETR IL

REev. Sigr,

Am particularly pleafed at my Entrance on this

Epiftle, becaufe it prefents me with a View of -
Mr. Wefley in very good Humour. Inftead of re-
buking, he commends. He puts off the Frown
of Cenfure, for the Smile of Approbation. I hope
to follow the amiable Example. To approve and
applaud, wherever Opportunity offers, and Truth
permits. And though I fhall be fometimes obliged
to oppofe or refute; yet, 1 fhall do both with all
the Tendernefs and Lenity, which may confit with
a proper Vindication of the Truth.

« The third and fourth Dialogues contain an
¢« admirable Illuftration and Confirmation of the
¢« great Doctrine of CHR 1§ T’s Satisfation.”—
This is generoufly acknowledged. Yet even here it
fo unhappily falls out, that Complaifance gets the
Start of Judgment, Did you advert, Sir, to:the
State of the Controverfy, or fee the Confequence of
Afpafic’s Arguing, you muft either give up a favou-
rite Tenet, or elfe diffent from his Do&rine.

. Afpafie
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* Apafio maintains, that CHRIST’s Sufferings
were Punithment ; real, proper Punifhment. Now
could CHR IS8T, an innocent Perfon, be punifhed,
without bearing Sin; the very Sin of ethers? Could
CHRIST, a Divine Perfon, bear the Sin of others,
and not do it perfeftly away ! Or can they, whofc
Guilt was punithed in CHRIST, and whofe Sin is
perfe@ly done away by CHRIST; can they perith
eternally ? But I forbear. Yourfelf, and the judi-
cious Reader will eafily apprehend my Meaning, and
difcern the Point, to which thefe Queftions lead.
All the Benefit I propofe by this Remark, is, to
convince Mr. Wefley, that he is not incapable
of 2 Miftake—That he has tripped a little, in what
he commends, and therefore may poffibly make a
falfe Step, in what he condemns.

Unlefs I may be allowed to propofe this additional
Advantage, the retifying an Impropriety in fome
People’s Apprehenfions, concetning our LORD’s
vicarious Sufferings. It is ufual to fay, “ He bore
¢ the Punifhment, not the Guilt ; the Penalty, not .
¢« the Fault.” ‘Which feems to be a Diftin&ion,
more fcrupulous than judicious. Anfwers no other
End, but that of derogating from our R E-
DEEMER’s Grace, and weakening the Founda-
tion of our Hopes.

The Guilt of Sin, I take to be what the Apoftle
calls, awpiz, the Tranfzreffion of the Law. From
hence arifes the Obligation to Punifhment. This
Guilt, our LORD /s truly bore, that he was no lefs
liable to the Arreft of Juftice, and the InfliGtion of
Vengeance, than if he himfelf had committed the
moft enormous Crimes.— He bare, fays the HOL'Y
GHOST, the Sin of many. But Punithment can-

I - not
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not be reckoned the fame as Sin, any more than
Wages can be accounted the fame as Work. If
then our LORD bore Sin itfelf, he muft bear every
Thing criminal, that is included in it; no Circum- -
ftance of Demerit or Aggravation excepted.

He bore the Fault, therefore he makes us with-
out Fault in the Sight of GOD; and will prefent
us faultlefs before the Throne, with exceeding Joy.—
He bore the Guilt—Therefore our LORD’s Suffer-
ings were real Punifhment, juftly infliCted by the
fupreme JUD GE, and, on Principles of Juftice,
difcharge us from all Punifbment whatever. He
bore the Filth,—therefore he felt, what thofe wretched
Souls endure, who die in their Iniquities ; his eter~
nal F AT HER forfook him, and hid his Face
from bim as from an abominable Obje&.

This. renders our SAVIOUR’s Propitiation,
great, wonderful, glorious. Seeing this, believing
this, we have nothing to fear. Confcience is fatis-
fied, and the Accpfer of the Brethren is filenced.
Nothing can be laid to our Charge by the righteous
Law, and nothing remains to awaken the Indigna-
tion of the righteous JUD G E.—Wohereas, if this
was not done, we have Reafon to be terribly ap--
prehenfive. 1If CHRIST bore not the Guilt, then
Sinners muft bear it in their owd Perfons ; if he
took not away the Filth; then it muft lie on Tranf-
greflors, and render them loathfome for ever. If the
Fault was not transferred to'him, then it muft abide
upon us, and be our everlaﬁmg Ruin.

Neither does this Dotrine in any Degree detrad
from our SAVIOUR’s Dignity. It rather gives
Him the Honour due unto His Name, FESUS.
As in the bcales of a Balance, the lower the one

C defcends,
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defcends, the higher the other mounts, fo the deeper
our MEDIATOR’s Humiliation finks, to the
more exalted Height does His Glory rife. The
more horrible the Condition to which he fubmitted,
‘the more illuftrioufly His Goodnefs fhines, and the
more clearly the Perfetion of His Work appears.

Satisfation was made to the Divine Law, fays
Afpafio. “ 1do not remember any fuch Expreffion
<« in Scripture,” replies Mr. #efley.—But do you
not remember this Expreflion in the Epiftle to the
Galatians, CHR IS8 T was made under the Law* ?
Why was He made under the Law, but to fulfil
its Precepts, and undergo its Penalty ? and is not
this a Satisfattion to its Demands?

The Truth is, the Divine Law was violated by
our-Sins. It was abfolutely impoffible for us to
make any Reparation, therefore CHRIST in our
Nature and in our Stead {ubmitted to its Obligations,
that he might magnify its injured Authority, and
render it in the higheft Degree wenerable : Might
make even its tremendous San&ions and rigorous
Requirements, the very Bafis of Grace, Mercy, and .
Peace.—Divinely noble Contrivance! Unfpeakably
precious Expedient ! By this Means, Vengeance and
Forbearance have met together; Wrath and Love
have kifled each other, in the Redemption of Sin-
ners, The Law fays, I am fulfilled. Juftice fays,

lam

*® Gal.iv. 4. Thereis, I think, fomething uncouth
in this Expreflion, Made under the Law. Towua@- ’tis
true very well comports with both the Claufes, o yrrain®-
&5 vmo ropor. But in the Englifb Tranflation, the Partici-
ple might, not ungracefully, be varied, perhaps in fome
fuch Manne: ; the Sox of GOD «was made of a Woman,
and became fubjed to the Law.
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I am fatisfied. While both concur to expedite and
afcertain the Salvation of a Believer.

¢ This Way of fpeaking of the Law, as a Perfon
¢ injured, and to be fatisfied, feems hardly defenfi-
¢« ble.” Does not the Apoftle fpeak of the Law as
a Perfon? A Perfon that /iveth *, to whom fome are
married, and to whom others are dead ? Afpafio will
always think himfelf, and his Manner of fpeaking
fufficiently defenfible, fo long as he has the Apoftoli-
cal Practice for his Precedent.

Having fuch a Precedent he wants no ‘other;
otherwife he might plead the Authority of Mr. Fobn
Wefley ; who in his Explanatory Notes on the New
Teftament, fays—<¢-The Law is here fpoken of (by
“ a common Figure) as a Perfon, to which as to
¢« an Hufbapd, Life and Death are afcribed +.”” And
if the Law be an Hufband, may not an Hufband be
injured ? May not an injured Hufband infift upon
being fatisfied ?

« All the Benefits of the new Covenant are the
¢ Purchafe of CHR IS T’s Blood,” this is 4fpafic’s
Belief. To this you aflent, ¢ Surely they are.”—
With Pleafure I thould receive your Suffrage, was I
not afraid that this is your Meaning ; they are /o the
Purchafe of His Blood, as not to have any Depen- -
dence on, or any Conneétion with, his moft perfeét
Obedience. 1 was alarmed by the Clofe of your laft
Paragraph, and my Sufpicions are increafed by the
following ncgative Interrogation ; ¢ after this has

Ca2  been

* Rom. vii. 1, 4. The Word ¢ at the End of the
firft Verfe is fpoken of the Laaw, not of the Man, as
Mr. Wefley and others have very juftly obferved. It
thould cherefore be tranflated not He, but Zz.

+ See Explan, Notes, Rom, vii. 1.,
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¢« been fully proved, where is the Need, where is
¢« the Ufe of contending fo ftrenuoufly, for the Im-
¢« putation of His Righteoufnefs ?”’

Afpafio has informed you, Sir, in the fecond Dia-
logue. He has there fhewn the Advantage of un-
folding, circumftantially and copioufly, this momen-
tous Truth.—To give you farther Satisfaltion, he
has quoted the Words of an eminent Divine, of
which the following are a Part,—¢« Whoever rejeéts

"« the Docrine of the Imputation of our SAV I-
« OUR’s Righteoufnefs to Man, dpes, by fo do-
¢ ing, reject the Imputation of Man’s Sin to our

¢ SAVIOUR, andall the Confequences of it.”’—

If you are not fatisfied with Mr. Staynoe’s Reafons,

‘you are remitted to St. Paul. In Rom. v. (a Chapter
of diftinguifhed Dignity and Importance) he teaches
Mankind that CH R IS T died for the Ungodly ;
that we are juftified through His Blsd, are faved
from Wrath by His Death, After all this had been
fully proved, where was the Need, where was the
Ufe of infifting largely upon that Obedience of ONE
by which many are made * Righteous? Or upon
that Righteoufnefs of O N E, which is imputed to
many for Juftification of Life? Yet Lthis the infpired
Writer evidently does.

Anfwer the foregoing Queftion, in Behalf of the
Apoftle, and you will anfwer it in Behalf of Apafi.
Or if you decline the Office, give me leave, Sir, to
anfwer it on Behalf of them both. The Blood of -
CHRIST is never confidered as independent on,
or detached from, the Rnghteoufnefs of CHRIST.
They united their bleffed Efficacy in accomplifhing
the Work of our Redemption; we always look upon

.. them

"

* Rom. v. 19
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them as a.grand and glorlous Aggregate, in their
Agency infeparable, though in Mediation diftin-
guithable. Being thus diftinguithable, at proper
Times, we meditate upon each diftin&tly. We dif- |
play each with all the Particularity poffible, and
cannot but contend for the Imputation ofsone, as
well as of the other. The farther we dig into either of
thefe fpiritual Mines, the gredter Fund of Treafures
we difcover. The more we glorify the SAVIOUR,
the more we ftrengthen Faith, and the greater Ad-
dition we make to our Comfort; our Peace, our Joy.

Afpafio enquires ; if CHR IS T was our Subftitute
as to penal Suffering, why not as to juftifying Obe-
dience ! You reply—¢ the former is exprefsly af-
¢ ferted in Scripture, the latter is not ex-
s« prefsly afferted there,”” A {mall Inaccuracy here;
Sir! the former is no more a Scripture Expreflion,
than the latter ; while the latter is no lefs the Doc-
trine and Senfe of Scripture than the former.—A
little Piece of Forgetfulnefs likewife ! Since you juft
pow acknowledged, that “ CHRIST’s univerfal -
¢ Obedience was the one Foundation of your Hope.”’
But how can His Obedience be any Foundation of
your Hope, if in this Capacity he was not your
Subftitute ! Take away the Circumftance of Subfti-
tution, and there is no more Ground for your Re-
Jiance on the Obedience of CHRIST, than for
your Reliance on the Obedience of Gabriel. We are
made the Righteoufnefs of G O D, becaufe we are
IN Him, as our Proxy and our Head. Becaufe he
wrought the Ju{’ufymg Righteoufnefs, not only in
our Nature, but in our Name, not only as our Be-
pefa&tor, but as our Reprefentative,

-

C3. € As
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¢« As Sin and Mifery have abounded through the
s firft Adam, Mercy and Grace have much more
« abounded through the fecond. "So that now none
.% have Reafon to complain.” Here indeed we have
Afpafi’'s Words, but in a patched and disfigured
Condition. One Part taken from Page 195, and ano-
ther wrenched from Page 191. Let any one read the
whole of thofe Paflages, and judge whether they can
be fairly applied to the Doétrines of Ele&ion or Pre-
deftination. Yet Mr. #fley is refolved at all Adven-
tures, with or without Occafion, to introduce thefe
Subje&s of deep and perplexed Difputation. There-
fore he replies, ¢« No, not if the fecond Adam died

<« for all, otherwife all for whom He did not die,
"« have great Reafon to complain.”

Here, Sir, do you not force an Inference from -
Afpafie’s W ords, foreign to his Defign? He is fpeak-
ing of thofe who betake themfelves to CHRIST,
and are recovered through his Righteoufnefs. Such
Perfons he particularly mentions.  Of fuch alone he
difcourfes; without confidering the Cafe of others,
who, defpifing, or neglecting the REDEEMER, re-
jett the Counfel of GOD againft themfelves.—W ould
it not be as edifying to the Keader, and as agreeable
to your Office, if you fhould join with Apafio in
difplaying the free, fuperabundant, infinitely rich
Grace of our GOD ; altogether as becoming this,
as to divert his Aim, and retard his Steps, when he
is prefling forwards to this Prize of our high calling
in CHRIST JESUS?

Afpafi’s Words are, “ When we betake our-
« fvesto CHRIST FESUS, we fhall find, that,
« as Sin and Miiery have abounded, &'c.”” Pleafe
to obferve, Sir, how he limits his Difcourfe, confe-

quently



LET. 2. REVe MR, WESLEY, 23

quently is obliged to defend nothing, but what cor-
refponds with fuch Limitation,

Had the Ifraelites any Caufe to be diffatisfied with
the Provifion, made for thefr Suftenance and their -
Cure, when the Serpent of Brafs was lifted up on
the Pole, and when the Bread from Heaven lay round
about their Tents ? No more have Sinners any
Caufe to think themfelves aggrieved, when the Sal-
vation of GOD is evidently fet before them in the
Gofpel ; is brought to their very Door, in the
preaching of the Word, and they are allowed, im-
portuned, commanded to receive it by Faith. This
is enough for me. Enough this for any Tranfgref-
fors, who want, not to gratify Curiofity, but to in-
herit Life.—If they, or you, Sir, chufe to pry fur-
ther, and to intrude into the Divine Secrets, I muft
leave you to yourfelves; faying, as I depart, The
Jecret Things belong unto the LORD our GOD; but

" thofe Things which are revealed, belong unto us and
our Children*. : /

¢ The whole World of Believers.””—< This is
“ an Expreflion which never occurs in Scripture,”—
It affords me a kind of prefumptive Proof, that,
folid Objettions are not at Hand, when fuch Sha-
dows are lifted into the Service.—I fhould be under
no Pain if you could prove your Charge, beyond all
Contradi¢tion. To what would it amount? Why,
that Apafie having Occafion to mention a certain
Topic, happened not to make Ufe of the very Sylla-
bles and Letters made Ufe of in Scripture. And do
you or I, Sir, in all our Sermons, Journals, Prefer-
vatives, and Chriftian Libraries, undertake to ufe
none but fcriptural Expreflions ? Had we done this,

C 4 one.

- ® Deat. xxix. 29.
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one Benefit might indeed have accrued to the Public.
It would confiderably have reduced our Volumes.—
But I trifle as well as Mr. 77z/ley.  You proceed to
enforce your Remonftrance, by adding—*¢ Neither
« has the Expreffion any Countenance from Scrip-
« ture.” 1 am really athamed to detain our Readers
any longer upon fo trivial a Point. Therefore what
1 am going to reply, is only a Word to your-
felf. You, Sir, can tell who it is that afirms in a
certain Hymn;

For ev’ry Man

It's finif’d it’s pafl—
The World is forgiv'n
For FESUS’s Sake.

The World forgiven'! What, all the World? Every
(,hlld of Adam? They who believe not on CHRIST

and dic in their Sins ? This you cannot mean ; this
you dare not aflert ; this, I think, no Mortal can

_ tuppofe.  You yourfelf therefore, by <« the World,”
muft intend ¢ the believing World;” and are you
~offended at Ajpafio for commenting on your Text?
¥or exprefling plainly what is implied in your own
Words ?

In the LORD Jpall ail the Houfe of Ifrael be jufiificd.
‘This Text Afpafio quotes, and acquiefces in the
common Verfion, upon which you animadvert. < It
¢ ought unqueftionably to be rendered 4y or through
« the LORD.” How hard is 4fpafio’s Lot ! If he
does not ufe the exact language of Scripture, he is
criminal at your Bar, witnefs the preceding Obje&non 3
if he does ufe the exa&t Language of Scripture, as in
the prefent Inftance, you indite him for an errone-

ous
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ous Tranflation. So thatit is next to impoffible to
efcape your Cenfure. .

In the LORD, you affirm is not the pure Lan-
' guage of Scripture, it is a wrong Tranflation,
« and ought wnqueflionably to be rendered 4y or
« through thé LORD.” Yet, Quifguis adbuc uno
partamn colit affe Mincrvam—Whoever has learnt
Hebrew no more than a2 Month, will aflure our
Engli/b Reader, that the Prefix 2 is the very firft
Word in the Bible. Mutt it there be tranflated by
or through the Beginning {—If our young Scholar
have only his Pfalter, he can thew the fame Particle
occurring three Times within the firft Verfe. In the
Counfel—In the Way—In the Seat.—Twice in the
fecond Verfe; His Delight is in the Law—In His
Law will be exercife Himfelf. Three Times more in
the Remainder of the Ffalm, Shall bring forth Fruic
in his Seafon—Shall not fland in Fudgment. Neither in
the Congregation of the Righteous. — Now let the
Englifh Reader judge for himfelf, whether the He-
brew Prefix muit “ wnqueftionably be rendered” in
all thefe Places ¢ by or through.” By or through
his Seafon ! By or through the Congregation! But
I ftop, there is no Need to apply all the Paffages.
Neither is there any ! Need of critical Skill in Lan-
guages, to determine concerning any oze of them.
Common Senfe in this Cafe is fufficiently qualified
to be our Critic and our Arbitrator.—I only with,
Sir, you had produced the Evidence for the corrected
Verfion. Then the Public might have feen on
which Side the Balance were likely to turn; and
which were the moft cogent Logic, « 4/pafio’s Doc-
“ trine is falfe, therefore the Tranflauon is wrong ;

<6 or
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¢ or the Tranflation is fair, therefore his Do&rine
‘$¢ is true.”

By this Time, I believe, the umlcarned Reader
will begin to difcern, what Degree of Credit is due
to your Criticifms upon the Original, and to your
Alteration of the commen Verfion, when they are
fupported by nothing more, than your bare Affer-
tion,—I alfo begin to be apprehenfive that our can-
vaffing the Senfe of Words, and fifting the dead
Languages, will be no very agreeable Entertainment
to any Reader. 1 will therefore for the future be
more concife in the Execution of this Bufinefs; efpe-
cially as I have here given a Specimen of what might
be done. I will try, if it is not poffible, to animate
what would otherwife be dull, and to blend godly
edifying, with critical Difquifition. -

Xe are complete in him. With this Tranflation alfo
Mr. Wefley finds Fault. <« The Words literally
¢« yendered are, ye are filled with him.”~—] am ready
to grant, that Places may be found, where the Pre-
pofition » muft be underftood according to your
Senfe. But then every one knows that this is not
the native, obvious, literal Meaning ; rather a
Meaning fwayed, influenced, moulded by the pre-
ceding or following Word. The literal Signification
of wale is as we have rendered it.—Nor is there the
Jeaft Occafion to depart from the received Interpre- -
tation, it is fuitable to the Context, and to the Scope
of the whole Epiftle.

However, we will fuppofe your Criticifm to be
juft. Does this deftroy or enervate Apafio’s Argu- -
ment? Would you have one Meaning contradi& or
fupplant the other? “ Ye are filled with him, therefore
¢ ye-arc not complete in him !> Does the former

4 "~ Senfe
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Senfe include or imply the latter ? Can you, or I,
" or any one be filled with every Requifite for our Re-
covery and Happinefs, yet not be complete? It feems
therefore, you get nothing by this Criticifm, but the
Satisfaltion of doing Violence to the Phrafe, with-
out any Improvement of the Senfe, or any Advan-
tage to your Caufe.

« The whole Paffage {you affirm) relates to Sanc-
&« tification, not to Juftification.”” Where is your
Proof, Sir? This we always expe&t. This Mr. Wefley
feldom, if ever, condefcends to give. ¢ Yes, he fays,
¢ any unprejudiced Reader may obferve it.” A
ftrange Kind of Proof! reducible to no Figure in
Logic, unlefs there be a Figure ftiled Prefumption.
Was I to anfwer for the unprejudiced Reader, I
think he would obferve the very reverfe. The Words
of the Apoftle are not a little forcible againft your
Senfe of the Paffage, as will Zppear from the tranft-
tive Adverb alfo. The next and the fubfequent
Verfes, we allow, relate to San&ification : If this
Verfe does the fame, fuch is the Manner of the
Apoftle’s Reafoning, ¢ In whom ye are fan&ified,
“ in whom alfo ye are fan&ified.” Whereas if the
firft Claufe denotes the Juftification of the Coloffian
“Converts through “the Righteoufnefs of CHR IST,
if the following Periods defcribe their San&ification,
as a Confequence of this moft happily operating Pri-
vilege, then the Reafoning is juft, and the Tranfition
graceful. ¢ In Him ye are completely juftified, in
« Him alfo ye are truly fanétified.”

The whole Paffage is calculated to teach us that
CHRIST is the Fulnefs of our Sufficiency. In Him,
and in Him alone, there is enough to anfwer all the
Purpofes of Wifdom, Righteoufnefs, SanQification,

nd
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and Redemption.—It is intended likewife to ad-
monifh us, that we fhould reft fatisfied with Him
alone, in Oppofition to all the fond Inventions of
Men ; who would introduce fomething elfe for the
Ground of our Confidence, and the Caufe of our
Confolation, 'as though it was faid ;—

If indeed our LORD FESUS CHRIST had
been an ordinary Perfon, or merely a created Being,
ye might well bc offended at my Do&rine. Ye
might then with fome colour of Reafon feek to the -
Maxims of Philofophy for Wifdom, or to the Works
of the Law for Righteoufnefs. But CHRIST is
an immenfely glorious Perfon, for.in Him are hid all
the Treafures of IWifdom and Knowledge.—CHRIST
is an ingomparably exa‘ted Sovereign—for He is the
Head of all Principalities and Powers.—Yea, CHRIST
is the fupreme incomprehenfible JEHOVAH ; for
in Him dwelleth all the Fulnefs of the GOD HE AD
bodily. Being therefore tranfplanted into Him by
Faith, ye are complete. Partakers of Him ; ye
have every Blefling and all Good, Thought cannot
imagine, nor Dclire crave, any Thing faither, -
greater, higher.

Matchlefs Privilege ! Exalted Felicity ! 0 may
the Knowledge, the experimental Knowledge of it,
fill our Hearts as the Waters cover the Abyfs of the
Sea! Then will we fing the Hymn which once ex-
prefled your Sentiments, and ftill exprefles mine.

* Join Earth and Heav'n to ble efs
The LORD our Righteoufnefs,
The

*® See p. 56. of Hymns andSp:rm:al Songs. Anonymous
indeed, but univeifally afcribed to Mr. #efley. In thefe
excellent



LET. 2. REV. MR, WESLEY. 29

The Myflery of Redemption this,

This the SAVIOUR’s firange Defign s
Man’s Offence was counted His,

Qurs bis Righteoufnefs divine.

In Him complete we fhine,

His Death, bis Life is mine :

Fully am 1 juftified,

~ Free from Sin, and more than free,
Guiltlefs, fince for me He died,
Righteous, fince He liv'd for me.

The Text lately quoted from Jfziah, is Part of a
Paragraph eminent for its Dignity and Ufefulnefs.
We then confidered a Fragment of itin a critical
View ; let us now examine the whole of it with a .
devotional Spirit. Thus examined, I truft it will
be no longer a dry Bone, but a Feaft of fat Things
Sull of Marrow. Permit me to propofe a corre&
Tranflation of the Original ; to add a thort Illuftra- -
tion of the Meaning, and then take my Leave for
the prefent. : ' ‘

Look

~

excellent Lines, how ftrongly marked are the Sentiments
of the Gofpel! Our Offences fo fully imputed to
CHRIST, astobe accounted His. His Righteoufnefs
fo fully imputed to us, as to be accounted Ours. In
Him we are complete, becaufe His moft obedient Life,

and his all-atoning Death are ours. We are guiltlefs,
not through our Repentance, or Reformation, but be-
caofe he has died for us. We are righteous, not on Ac-
ceunt of any Graces or Attainments of our own, but be-
caufe he has lived for us. To thefe Truths I moft cor-
dially fubfcribe. This is that good old Wine that once
made_Mr. Wefley’s Heart giad. He has fince tafted |
nexz; but [ hope he will be brought to fay, ¢ Theold is
<« bester.”
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Look unto me and be faved all the Ends of the Earth,
for 4 am GOD, and there is none clfe®. By myfelf
bave I fworn, the Word of + Righteoufnefs goeth out of
my Mouth, the Word fhall not return. To me every
Knee fhall bow, and every Tongue fhall fwear §, faying,
Jurely § in the LORD have 1 Righteoufnefs | and
Strength.

® Npne elfe—my p exa@lly rendered, fignified rbere is
wot befides. Not any Perfon, nor any Thing. No Perfon -
able to lend an helping Hand. No Thing capable of
yielding the leaft Affiftance.

+ Tbe Word of Righteoufnefs, 221 npx 1 apprehend is
equivalent to St. Paul’s Aeyos Aixarooums, and fignifies, if
not the whole Gofpel, that precious Doétrine, which is -
the Gofpel in Epitome. For the Vindication of this
Verfion, fee Vitringa in loc.

1 Skall fwear. Our Tranflation. feems to difcontinue
the divine Speech here ; which weakens the Force and
dishinifhes the Dignity of the Paffage. I apprehend
JEHQOVAH js till fpeaking, and in the following
Words, prefcribes the Form of the Confeflion, or dictates
the Words of the Oath, in which Sinners fhall teftify
their Allegiance—even the Allegiance of Faith. Agree-
ably to this Suppofition, I would tranflate the Word Jpi
Jaying. It will then denote not one, or a few, but every

- Tongue mentioned in the foregoing Verfe. pwb [ am
aware is of the feminine Gender, but every Reader knows
how often the Hebrews negleét the Nicety of grammati-
cal Conftru&ion, and every Reader fees that the Idea of

-wR or of a Perfon, is comprehended in the Word Tongue.

§ The Prophet’s ® furely, is fomething like the
Apoftle’s &ae perdvys, yea, doubtlefs, Phil. in. 8. The
HOLY GHOST teaches Believers to fpeak with Vehe-
mence upon this Point,.to fignify their ftedfaft and refo-
lute Affiance in the glorious REDEEMER, together
with the mighty and matchlefs Importance of this Faith.
I have taken in this Idea becaufe it is fuggefted by the
Englifp- Tranflation, though I prefer the exclufive Senfe,
only: asimplying an abfolute and total Renunciation of
every other Confidence. ,

It Righteoufnefs. 'This isthe precife Signification of

mpTY
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Sb‘mgtb To Him fball Men come, and all that are of-
fended in Him, fball be afhamed. In the LORD Soall.
all the Seed of Ifracl be juflified, and in Hzm Jball tbey‘
ghry.

Here the SON of GOD prefents hlmfelf in all
the Glories of His Perfon, and all the Riches of
His Grace. Prefents Himfelf, as the Obje& of
'Faith, and the Author of Salvation. To be received
by Sinners, without any recommending Qualities,
or any Pre-eminence of one above another.—But
hear his gracious Words.

Look unto me, wretched ruined Tranf{greffors, as
the wounded Ifraclites looked unto the brazen Ser-
pent. Look unto me dying on the Crofs as your
Vi@im, and obeying the Law as your Surety.—Not
by doing, but by looking and believing ; not by
your own Deeds, but by my Works, gnd my Suffer-
ings, be ye faved. Thisis the myfterious but certain
Way of Salvation. Thus fhall ye be delivered from
Guilt, refcued from Hell, and reconciled to G OD.
Who are invited to partake of this ineftimable Bene~
fic? Al the Ends of the Earth. People of every Na-
tion under Heaven; of every Station in Life; of
every Condition and every Charaéler, not excepting
the chiefeft of Sinners.

Is it poflible that the Obedience of one, thould
fave innumerable Millions? It is not only poffible
but indubitable. For I am G O D infinite in Dignity
and Power ; therefore all-fufficient, yea omnipotent
to fave. To fave all that come unto me; be the

- ' Multitudes

mpT¥ which-being in the plural Number, feems to denote
Cobzplelme/: A nghteoufnefs, perfe& entire, and lack-
ing nothing. Having every Thing neceflary for our
Pardon, our Acceptance, our evcrlaftmg Juttification.
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Moultitudes ever fo great, or their Cafes ever fo defpe-
rate.—(Is notbing to be done by T'ranfgreflors them-
felves? Are no Conditions to be fulfilled on their
Part ?) None—tbhere is nought befide me. No Perfon
can take any Share in this great Tranfaltion. No-
thing can in the leaft Degree co operate with my
Merits. Should you add to my Obedience and
Death, all that Saints have performed, and Martyrs
have endured, it would belike adding a Grain'to
the Sands of the Ocean, or a Moment to the Days
of Eternity.

Such is my compaflionate Invitation, and this my
inviolable Decree. I have not only fpoken, but.
Jwarn ; fworn by myfelf and all my incomprehenfible
Excellencies. The Word of Righteoufnefs, that which:
relates to the grandeft of all Subjects, and molt im-+
portant of all Interefts, is planned, adjufted, and
unalterably determined. Now even now it goes out
of my Mouth, is declared with the utmoft Solemnity,
,and eftablithed by Veracity itfelf. The Word fhall
not return, either to be repealed by me, or fruftrated
by any other.—~What is the Decree confirmed by
this moft awful Oath ? We are all Attention to hear
it. To me cvery Knee fhall bow. Every Soul of Man,
who defires to inherit eternal Life, fhall fubmit to
my Righteoufnefs, and as an unworthy Creature, as
an obnoxieus Criminal, obtain the Blefling wholly
through my Atonement.—T0 e every Tongue fhall
fwear. Be Man’s fuppofed Virtues ever fo various,
or ever fo fplendid, all fhall be difclaimed, and my
W orthinefs alone fhall ftand. Renouncing everyother
Truft, they fhall repofe the Confidence of their
Souls on me alone, and make public Confeffion of
this their Faith before the whole World.—But we,

: O LORD,



EET. 2 REV. MR. WESLEY, 33

O LORD, are ignorant, we cannot order our
Speech by reafon of Darknefs.—This then fhall be
the Form of your Oath, fuch the Tenour of yout
Confeffion.

Surely—It is a moft wonderful, yet a moft faithful
Baying, extremely comfortable and equally certain.
Only—not in myfelf, not in a poor frail Creature,
but iz the incarnate JEHO V A H alone, in his
divinely excellent Deeds, and unutterably meritori~
ous Sufferings; 7 have Righteoufnefs, a Righteoufnefs
without Spot, without Defe&t, and in all Refpeéts
confummate: Such as fatisfies every Requirement of
the Law, and moft thoroughly expiates all my Ini-
quities. ‘Such as renders me completely accepted be-
fore my Judge, and intitles me to everlafting Life.
From the joyful Knowledge, the perfonal Appropri-
ation ; and the perpetual Improvement of this inefti«
mable Privilege; 1 have Strength for my Sanétifica-
tion. Now do l indeed delight myfelf in the LORD,
who perfectly reconciled; and infinitely gracious, has
done fo great Things for me. Now do I cordially
love my Neighbour, and being fo happy myfelf, un-
feignedly long for his eternil Happinefs; that he
may be a Partaker with me of this great Salvation.

To this Soverengn Decrcc, the Prophet fets, as it
were, his Seal; or elfe, in a Tranfport of Joy, he
foretells the Accomplifhmen't of it. Yes, my Bre-
thren, to Him, even to this gracious REDEEJIER
Shall Men come. 1 fee them fying as Clouds for Mul-
titude, as Doves for Speed. T'hey belicve the Re-
port of His Gofpely and receive of His Iullneff.—
Whereas, all they that are offended in Him, that can~
not away with his Doétrine, which pours Contempt
upon all human Excellency, and will allow no Righ-

teOufnc at]
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teoufnefs to avail but that which is divine ; who re-
fufe to come unto Him, poor, and miferable, and
ftript of every Recommendation; all they sball be
afbamed. The Fig-Leaves of their own Duties, or
their own Endowments, fhall neither adorn them
for Glory, nor fcreen them fromn Wrath—but fhall
abandon them to Vengeance, and cover them with
double Confufion. While on the other Hand, a//
the Seed of Ifrael, every true Believer, fhall be jufti-
fied in the LORD. Againft thefe Perfons no Ac-
cufation fhall be valid: No Condemnation fhall
take Place: So magnificent is the Majefty, fo fur-
paffingly eflicacious are the Merits of their SAVI-
OUR, that in Him they fhall not only confide, dut
glory ; not only be fafe, but triumphant ; cloathed
with His incomparable Righteoufnefs, they fhall
challenge every Adverfary, and defy every Danger.
To this Portion of Scripture I have led back your
Thoughts, that I might not clofe with any difgufting
Sentiments, but might leave a fweet Savour on your
Mind, on the Reader’s Mind, and on the Mind of

Rev. Sir,
Your’s, &,

L ETTZER Il

REv. S1R,

I ET me, now, refume my Obfervations on
your Epiftle, Which I do, not for the Sake

of difputing, but for the Caufe of Truth.
The
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The Gofpel contains many fublime and glorious
Truths. But there is ane, which, beyond all others,
chara&lerizes its Nature, its Impor§, and Defign. '
Which makes it moft eminently to differ from every

" other Form of Religion, profefled or known in the
World. 1 mean the Doétrine of free Fuflification,
thiough the Righteoufnefs of CHAR IST. Thisis
to the Religion of FESUS, what the particular
Features and Turns of Countenance, are to each
individual Perfon. ,

I have fometimes amufed myfelf, with ftanding by
a Painter, and obferving him at his Work. Here,
I have been furprifed to fee, how much a very little
Stroke would alter the Afpe& of his Draught ; would
turn the gay into a melancholy, or the compofed
into a frantic Countenance. Several of Mr. #¢fly’s
Touches are to Appearance fmall ; but, I fear, they
willbe found todlsﬁgure morethan almle theheavenly
Pourtrait ; and give & new,. not the native, Air, to
The Truth as it is in FESUS.—But1 proceed; my
Bufinefs being, to prove, not to blame.

Sinners, who betake themfelves to the all-fuffici-
ent SAVIOUR for Redemption, are fully accepted
by GOD, for his beloved SON’s Sake. This is
Juftification through imputed Righteoufnefs, fays
Afpafio.—< That remains to be proved,” anfwers
Mr. #efley.—1 think, it is pretty Jargely, and I

" would hope, it is fatisfattorily proved, -through the
whole Book.—Nay ; I find Mr. #fey himfelf ere
long acknowledging, that, * as to the Do&rine, we
“ are agreed.”” Lither therefore you have received the
Proaf; which you demand; or elfe you can fubmit

‘without- Convi&tion, and agree thhout Caufe of

D2 Agree-
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Agreement.—~Not to take Advantage of fuch Slips,
I would rather enlarge upon what may be ufeful.

I would afk Mr. Wefley; in what other Way Sin-
ners can be juftified or accepted, fave only through
imputed Righteoufnefs >~Through theit own good
Deeds, and holy Tempers 2 This fuppofes the Fruits
to be good, while the Tree is corrupt; and would
make Salvation to be of Works, not of Grace.—
Through their own Faith, ftanding in the Law?
Then they are juftified before a perfe@ GOD, by
an imperfet Endowment; and Life eternal is
obtained, by the Exercifes of their own Mind, not
by the Merits of FESUS CHRIST.—Are they

juftified without any Righteoufnefs, either wrought

by themfelves, or recelved * from another? This is
an unworthy Thought ; this were an unfufferable
Pradtice; JEHOVAH himfelf being Judge. He
that juftifieth the Wicked is an Abomination 1.

Say not; GOD is a free Agent, and not bound
to obferve his own Law. Say rather ; The Rule of
Righteoufnefs revealed in the Law, is his moft fted=
faft Will; unchangeable as his Nature.~—Confider
alfo ; What this Law requires. A Satisfa@ion fof
8in, not defective, but completely fufficient; a Per-

formance

% O Aaplaroiles, They who receivi the Gift of Righte-
‘oufnefs. Rom.v. 17, .

+ Prow. xvii. 15. This is an invariable Maxim. Itis
that Word of GOD, which enduteth for ever. Yetitis
no Objeétion to i+ Method of juttifying the Ungodly,
Becaufe, Hé firft imputes his SON’s Righteoufnefs unto

them : Thereby renders them truly and perfectly rightes

ous: Theh pronounces them fuch; and as fuch, receives -

them to Pardon, to Favour, and eternal Life.=~Does fiot
the Text, thus confidered, aﬂ'qrd an inconteftable Ar-
gument for the Neceflity of an imputed Righteoufnefs ?
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formance of the Command, not fincere only, but
ablolutely perfe®.—Will GOD, in juftifying a Sin-
ner, difregard, contradi&t, overthrow his own Law?
In no wife, Since then it infifts upon, what no
Mortal can yield, muft not all Fleth perifh for ever?

This would be the unavoidable Confequence, if
Matters refted on human Abilities, But here the
blefled Gofpel comes to our Relief. Shewing us,
that GOD, in his immenfe Mercy, and unfearch-
able Wifdom, has found ont a Way, at once, to
fatisfy the unalterable Law, and fave infolvent Man,
To juftify even the chief of Sinners; yet without
the leaft Violation of Juftice, Truth, or Holinefs.—
What is this Way? His own SON accomplithes
the great Work.—How ? By relaxing the Precepts
of the Law, that we may perform them? By dif-
annulling the Sentence of the Law, that we may
efcape it ? Heaven and Earth fhall pafs away, before
any fuch difhonourable Expedient takes Place. On
the contrary ; He gives Satisfation to the Sentence,
by fuffering the tremendous Punifhment denounced;
and He fulfils the Precept, by yielding the ﬁnlefs
Obedjence required,m—Becaufe this was to be finithed
in the Nature, which had tranfgrefled, therefore He
was made Man, Becaufe this was to be truly, or,
rather mﬁmtely meritorious, thergfore the Man was
ope Perfon with the GODHE AD.

Still it may be enqulred How the Obedience of
Another can relieve my Diftrefs ? How indeed! But
by G OD’s transferring my Guilt to Him, and im-
puting his Obedience to me, By this Method, the
Thing is clearly and completely effe@ted. In this
Method, I fee a Propricty and an Efficacy, -that
ﬁlcnce my Doubts, and comfort my Hearf. Acs

D3 cordmgly,
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cordingly, it is written, in the Scriptures; G O D
was in CHRIST reconciling the World unto Himfelf,
not imputing their Trefpaffes unto them. GOD ; the
Work was too arduous, to be performed by a
created Agent. Therefore GOD himfelf was in
CHRIST. None lefs than the Almighty LORD
could execute the Bufinefs. Butif HE undertake
_it, how fuccefsfully muft it be carried on, and how
gloriouﬂy finithed '—Reconciling the World ; not fet-
ting poor Tranfgreflors to reconcile themfelves, but
Himfelf contriving all, providing all, doing and fuf-
fering all, that was needful for this great Purpofe.
Being Himfelf the Creditor, the Sponfor, and Payer
of the Debt.—How was all this brought to pafs?
By not imputing our Trefpaffes unto Us; but taking them
. all upon Himfelf; bearing them all, in his own Body,
upon the Tree ; and fuftaining the Vengeance, due
to all our Crimes —Thus was the Holy ONE and
the Juft made Sin for Us 5 that We, finful Duft and
Athes, might, in the very fame Manner, be made the
Righteoufnefs of GOD in Him. The former could be
only by Imputation ; and fo only can be the latter.
1f Men talk of being accepted for CHRIS T’s
Sake, yet reject the Imputation of Righteoufnefs,
thcy muft have very inadequate Notions, concern-
ing the Relation which CHR IS8T bears to his Peo-
ple, and the Nature of his mediatorial Under-
taking.—Does this feem obfcure? I explam myfelf.—
A Perfon may conduét himfelf fo honourably and ex-
cellently, as,* on Account of his worthy Deeds, to
obtain Favour in Behalf of another And th:s,'
without being his Surety, or any Thmg like his
proper nghteoufnefs "Witnefs the famous Inftance
of the two Brothers, .lmynta: and ./Eﬁby)u:. "‘The
former,
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former, was a gallant Hero; who expofed his Life,
and loft his Arm, in the Defence of his Country.
The latter, was an abandoned and infamous Profli~
gate ; whofe Crimes had brought him to the Bar of
public Juftice. The Hero, on the Day of Trial,
appeared as an Advocate for his Brother. He fpoke
nothing, but only lifted up to View the maimed and
difmembered Arm. This filent Oratory ftruck the
Aflembly ;-and pleaded fo powerfully, that the Cri-
minal was unanimoufly acquitted.—Here was an
Acquittal of one, in Confideration of the Merits of
another. But then the obnoxious Party had no fpe-
cial Intereft in thofe Merits. They were not ac-
quired or exercifed, with a particular Reference
to his Good. He could not fay, They are mine.
Neither did they make him, in any Degree, or in
any Senfe, righteous.—Whereas, the Reverfe of all
this is true, with regard to Y ESUS CHRIST, and
juftified Sinners. This you and I, Sir, have afferted.
Let us never retra& the good Confeffion. But, as it
is the Truth of the Gofpel, let us ftill and for ever
fay, -

’ In HIM complete we fbine,

Becaufe

Ours is Righteoufnefs divine.

Theron, {peaking of the Terms inberent and im-
puted, calls them nice Diftin&ions ‘and metaphyfical
Subtilties. Mr. Wefley makes Afpafio apply the de-
pretiating Remark to the aétive and paffive Righte-
oufnefs of CHRIST. Whereas, he fays no fuch
Thing. He means no fuch Thing. He is treating
of a Subjeét totally different. And was he to main-
tain fuch a Sentiment, every one muft obferve, it
would entirely overthrow his whole Scheme.

D4 . % You
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“ You oblige us to make ufe of metaphyfical Sub-
« tilties by confounding thefe very different Ideas,
¢¢ that is, CHRIST’s allive and paffive Righte-
s¢ oufnefs.””—1 could hardly believe my Eyes, for
fome Time ; though both of them attefted, that this
was produced as a Quotation from pag. 202, 203.
In which Pages, and for a canfiderable Space, before
and after, the Subject of Debate is the Difference be-
tween inherent and imputed Righteoufnefs.—I was,
1 own, quite vexed, to fee Ajpafic fo mal-treated ;
his Difcourfe {o mifreprefented ; and fo little Regard
_paid to literary Juftice, And glad I am, that I did
not give Yent-to my Thoughts, juft at that Inftant.
1 might have been top warm, and not have fpared
the Rod. But upon copler Confideration, I began
to recover, and the Prefcription of Horace was of
Servnce,

Jmara imia temperat Riﬁ4

T began to call your Condud, not Artifice or
Slight of Hand, but Incogitancy or Thought mif-
applied. As you had been thinking fo long upon
the other Topic, it dwelt upon your Imagination ; -
kept this from your Attention ; and led you both ta
miftake and to mifcall Thmgs Like a certain
Preacher, who haying loft his Fortune in the Bub-
bles of the Year 19, and havmg Occaﬁon \to men-
tion the Deliverance of the {/'raelxte: from Egypt,
told his Audlence, That Pharaob and his Hoft, were
all drowned in the Saqtb Sea—Poor Man! He
meant the red Sea,

Mr. Wefley proceeds; ¢ We do not confound the
€« aQive and- paffive nghteoufnefs ¥ —Does Afpafia,
er? He that conﬁdexs them pamcularly and diftin&t-

. ly?
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ly? He that examines each with a critical and mi-
nute Exactnefs? If this be to confound, Order and
Confufion have changed their Nature.

¢« Neither do we feparate them.” It is fomewhat
difficult to underftand, what you mean by feparating
the active and paffive Righteoufnefs of our LORD.—
Separating them, as to their Influence ? Then you
‘muft be fenfible, this is never done by Afpafio. You
cannot but know, that he difclaims fuch a Refine-
ment. He protefts againft fuch a Praftice.~Do
you mean, treating them as Things really diftin&,
though always uniting their Agency ? Then I am at
a Lofs to reconcile Mr. #efley with himfelf. For in
the very next Paragraph, he thus exprefles himfelf.
¢ Through the Merits of his Life and Death, every
¢ Believer is juftified.” Are not the Merits of his
Life here diftinguifbed from the Merits of his Death ?
Does not the former Expreffion denote his a&ive,
the latter his paflive Obedience ? Or would you be
underftood to mean? ¢ Through the Merits of his
« Life, which are nothing elfe but the Merits of his
~ % Death.” If you would not fpeak in this Manner,
fo ynworthy of your better Judgment, you do the
very Thing which you blame.—This is done ftll
more apparently, in one of your Hymns. Where
we fee, not only a Separation, but a diftin& Ufe
and Application of the feparated Subje&s. '

Grant this, O LORD ; for thou haft dyd,
" That I might be forgiven: o
Thou haft the Righteoufnefs fupply’d,

For which I merit Heaven.

I could eafily excufe Mr. 2ufley, for being a little
inconfiftent with himfelf; did he not alfo venture to

" confront
\
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confront the Apoftle, by the following Affertion.
% Neither have we any Authority from Scripture,
¢ for either thinking or fpeaking of one feparate
¢ from the other.”—Does not St. Paw/, in one
Paflage, fpeak of the Obedience? In another, of
the Death of CHRIST? Does he not, in one
Place, enlarge upon the Righteoufnefs ? In another

ppon the Blood of CHRIST ? If fo, we have an
Authority from Scripture, we have the Example of
the chiefeft Apoftle, for this Way of thinking and
fpeaking.

We have alfo a concurrent Teftimony from the
Genius and Import of the original Language. Do
not vwexem and drasocvm fignify fomewhat different
from aipa and Barales ? Are there any approved Wri-
ters, who ufe thefe Words promifcuoufly? as fo
many fynonimous and convertible Terms ? If not, .
she Voice of Grammar will vindicate the Propriety
of our Condud®t, while we affign a feparate Difcourfe
to each Subje&, and exhibit them feverally in the
moft diftin& View.

Are not Light and Heat always united in the Sun?
Is the Natyralift to blame, who confiders them
diftinitly; and examines each Property, in a feparate
Treatife? ¥ou would commend this Pra&ice in the
Philofopher, as the Way to enter thoroughly into
the Knowledge of his Subje®. And why fhould
you explode or cenfure it, in the Chriftian Divine 3
Are not theological Truths as worthy of a circum-
ftantial and accurate Inveftigatiop, as philofophical ?
Will they not as amply reward our Diligence, and
yield as rich Advantage to the ferious Enquirer?

‘The Righteoufnefc which juftifies Smners, is al-
mady wraughs aut, fays /ﬁaﬁo.-—“ A crude, unferip-

“ tural
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¢ tural Expreffion,” replies Mr. #¢fley.—It may be
fo. But if the Expreffion is plain and true, I will
fit down content. This, however, you will allow
me to obferve; that it is no new one, and is not far
from fcriptural. Worketh Righteoufnefs, you know,
is a fcriptural Phrafe. Does the Word out fpoil it,
or the Word already ? 1 fuppofe, the latter may be
moft offenfive. Yet you fpeak, in this very Para-
graph, of being -« juftified by the Merits of
“ CHRIST’s Life and Death.” Are nqt thefe

Matters already tranfa&ted! Is not the Merit of-
them already perfe&? Or can any Language exprefs

thefe Things nfore clearly, and affirm them more .
ftrongly, than thofe emphatical Words in one of

your own Hymns ?

* Let us for this Faith contend,
Sure Salvation is its End :
Heav'n already is beguny
Everlafling Life is won.

Pardon me then, Sir, if I ftill fufped, that the
Do&rme and its Confequences, rather than the Ex-
prefion and its Crudity, awaken your Jealoufy. If

_this Do&rine be admitted, if the juftifying Righte-
oufnefs be already wrought, it muft abfolutely over-
turn all your Pre-requifites, Qualifications, and Con-
ditions; Conditions of Repentance, Obedience, and
I know not what befides. We muft fay to every
“ one of them, as Fehy faid to the Meflengers of Fo-
" ram : What haf? thou te do with the grand Article of
Juftification ? Get thee behind me. Could they be ful-
filled, they would come a Day too late; like the
chkle, when the Harveft is reaped. Could they be

fulfilled
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fulfilled in al/ their imaginary Dignity, they would,
in this Relation, be needlefs; like a Propefal for
augmenting the Splendour of the Sun.

« The Rightcoufnefs, which juftifies finful Man,
¢ was fet on Foot, when GOD fent forth his SON,
¢¢ from the Habitation of his Holinefs and Glory,
“ to be born of 2 Woman, and made fubje&t to the
s Law,—It was carried on, through the whole
¢ Courfe of our SAVIOUR’s Life; in which
¢ He always did fuch Things, as were pleafing to
¢ his heavenly FAT HE R —It was completed, at
¢ that ever memorable, that grand Period, when
o the blefled IMM ANUEL bowed his dying Head;
¢ and cried, with a ftrong triumphant Voice, IT IS
¢ FINISHED.”—Upon this Extra& from Apafio’s
Difcourfe, Mr. Wefley cxclaims, ¢ O vain Philofo-
s phy!”—Philofophy! This Philofophy, Sir! Never
did I hear, till this Moment, fuch Doctrines afcribed
to Philofophy. But this I have heard, and this I
believe ; that the Worid, even the learned and philo-
fophic World, & their boafted 7; ifdom knew uot
GOD; nor GOD’s Method of Salvation, by the
,Suffcrings of an innocent, and the Obedience of a
divine Perfon. Their Philofophy prejudiced them
againft it; puffed them up with a vain Conceit of
their own Sufficiency ; and fet them at the greateft
Diftance from fubmitting to the Righteoufnefs of
GOD.

I with, Sir, you would thew me, in which of the
Philofophers I might find thefe facred Sentiments ;
or a Grain, or a Spice, or a Savour of them, I
have, for a confiderable Time, laid afide my P[aio,f
and have no more Inclination to turn over my Se-
meca ; becaufe I can fee nothing like this divinely

’ precious
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precious Truth, adorning and enriching their Pages. -
But if you will difcover this golden Vein in their
Works, I will immediately renew my Acquaintance
with them ; and will do the Philcfophers a Piece of
Juftice, which Mr. #zfley denies them. I will not
call their Philofophy vain, but the Wifdom of GO D,
and the Power of G O D.—A Righteoufnefs wrought
out, and a Redemption obtained for us! The former .
divine! The latter eternal! Thefe, rightly under-
ftood, make us beyond all the Treafures of Litera-
ture, wife. Thefe, habitually enjoyed, will, more
effeCtually than all the Delineations of Morality or-
Exhortations to Virtue, render us hojy.

A divine Righteoufnefs (pardon me for dwelling
on my favourite Topic) already wrought | A great
Redemption perfectly finifhed! And this by the
Abafement, the Ignominy, the Indignities ; by the
Cries, the Agonies, the Blood of our SAVIOUR.
Yea, of our GOD, in Fafbion as a Man; in the
Form of a Servant, a Slave, an execrable Male~
fa&tor.— What, like this, did a thoufand Philofo-'
phers teach? What, like this, do a thoufand of their
Volumes contain? To ftab our Pride ; to tame our
Fury; and to quench our Luft? To kindle our Be-
nevolence ; to inflame our Devotion; to make us,
in a Word, wife unto Satvation ?

« The plain. Truth is, CHRIST lived and -
« tafted Death for every Man.,”’—To be fure then,.
fince every Man is not faved by Him, He lived and
died only to make their Salvation poffible.—From
this and’ ether Hints, I guefs your Opinion.to be,
that CHR IS8T, by his Life and Death, obtained-
only a Poffibility. of Salvation, [Which Salvation is
to become our own, upon performing Te;msC and.
‘ on-
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Conditions, bringing with us Pre-requifites and

Qualifications. ]—If I miftake you, §ir, in this Cafe,

you have nothing more to do, than fimply to deny

my Suppofition. This exculpates you at once. I

fhall rejoice to hear you fay; «“ As CHRIST
¢ made us, and not we ourfelves ; in like Manner

« He faves us, and not we ourfelves. No human En- -
« dowments, no human Performances, but CHRIST
< alone is the Author of eternal Salvation.”

Should you reply, true—CHRIST is the Au-
thor of eternal Salvation, but ts thofe only who obey
Him.—1 muft then atk; What Obedience CHRIST"
requires? The Law fays, «“ Do, and live.” CHRIST,
the End of the Law, fays ; ¢« Believe in ME, and
¢ live. Be verily perfyaded, that I am fufficient for -
¢¢ thy Salvation, without any Working of thine at
¢ all, 1s not the SON, the SON of the moft
¢« high GOD, given unto thee in the divine Record?
« Be fatisfied with bis Doing and Suffering, without
« withing for, or thinking of, any Thing more, to
¢ procure thy final Acceptance?”’—~Let no one ac-
count lightly of this Obedience. It is the Obedi~
ence of Faith, The Obedience fuited to the Name
FESUS. Obedience to the firft and great Com-
mand of the Gofpel. Beyond all other Expedients,
it excludes Boafting ; and, at the fame Time, pro-
duces that genuine Love, that filial Fear, which the
Law of Works requires in vain.

Only to make a2 Thing poffible, and to effet it,
are widely different. When our King fits out a
Fleet, and gives his Admiral a Commiffion, to har-
rhfs the Frehch Coafts, and deftroy the French Ship~
ping, he makes the Thing poflible. But to carry
this Defign into Execution ; to accomplifh the En-

terprize,
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terprize, now become practicable ; is a far more
arduous Tafk, and a far more honoutable Atchieve-
ment. How ftrangely do thofe Writers derogate
from the Dignity and Glory of the REDEEMER;
who would afcribe to Him, what correfponds with
the former ; and attribute to Man, what bears a2
Refemblance to the latter !

If CHR IS T only made our Salvation poffible,
then we are to execute the Plan. We are to face
the Enemy, to fuftain the Charge, and filence the
Battery: We are to climb the Steep, to enter the
Breach, and bring off the Standards. And fo, in
all Reafon, the Honour and Praife muft be our
own.—Whereas, the Gofpel gives all the Honour
to the Captain of our Salvation. He bore the Heat
and Burthen of the dréadful Day. He made Recon-
ciliation for Iniquity, and brought in everlafting
Righteoufnefs. So that all our officious Attempts,
like a Pinnace arriving after the Vi&ory, fhould be
told, It is finifbed; the great Salvation is already
wrought. And inftead of being diffatisfied or difap-
pointed, methinks, we fhould rejoice, wunfeignedly
rejoice, in the Accomplithment of the glorious
Work.

If it fhould occur to the Reader’s Mind, that the
Chriftian Life is reprefented as a Warfare ; and that
we ourfelves are commanded to fight, thoug‘h under
the Banner of our divine Leader ; to this Doubt [
would anfwer—Tbe Canaanite is fhll in the Land ;
and we fight, not to gain the Country, but omly lo
fubdue the Rebels.

¢« Whoever perverts fo glorious a Do&rige, fhews
¢ he never believed.”—This may be the Subftance
of what 4pafic maintains. Though not reprefented
o 4 A
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fo fully or fo cleatly; as he has exprefled himfelf.
However, fuch a fmall Wrong we will readily ex-
cufe. It was done with no finifter Intention, but
for the Sake of Brevity. '

To this Pofition Mr. W#¢fley replies; < Not fo.”’—
That is; they did really and truly believe. But
after their Belief, they apoftatized, and fell from
the Faith.  They were; fome Time; the Members
of CHRIST, and Temples of the HOLY GHOST;
but, quickly fevered from their divine Head, they
became the Slaves of the Devil; and Brands for the
everlafting Burning. Their Names were, indeed,
written in Heaven. But it feems; the heavenly
Records were lefs faithful than the Parifh Regifter.
They were quickly erafed, and their Place in the
Book of Life knew them no more.

Or thus—They did as really and truly believe, as
thofe who are now in the Manfions of Glory. But,
after their true Knowledge of the Name of the LORD
JESUS; after their full Convi&tion of his Sufficiency
and Faithfulnefs for their Salvation; even fuch aus
inclined and enabled them, to put their Truft in Him
alone, for their Acceptance with GOD; they were
difappointed. Though CHRIST called them his
Sheep, as thus hearing his Viice § yet He did not grve
unto them eternal Life, accordmg to his Promife. But
fuffered Satan to pluck them out of his Hand.

Thefe Sentiments have no very probable, much
lefs have they a pleafing or recommending Afpe&.
Let us enquire, whether they comport with bt Fobn's
Determination of the Cafe, Speaking of fuch Back-
fliders, he fays, They went out from us; but they were
not of us.  Mr. Wefley, to be confiftent with himfelf,
thould fay on this Occafion ; * Not fo; they were .

of
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 of you, but they fell away from you.”—The
Apoftle proceeds; For, if they had béen of us; né
Doubt, they would have continued with us. Had they
been really converted, they would moft undoubtedly
have continued in our Doétrine ard Fellowthip.
Their Revolt from our Doétrine, is 2 manifeft Proof;
that they never truly received it, nor with theit
Heart believed it. Their Departure from our Fel-
lowship, is an evident Indication, that they were;
notwithftanding all their Profeffions, ftill carnal; and
never renewed by Grace.
Mr. Wefley produces a Text from St. Peter, with
a View to fupport his Objection. They who #urn
back as a Dog to his Vomit, had once efeaped the Pollu<
tions of the Warld, through the Knowledge of CHRIST
Here and elfewhere I perceive the Cannon roar, but
without feeling the Ball. Before this Piece of facred
Artillery can be brought to bear upon us, it will be
neceffary to prove, that the Knowledge of CHRIST;
or even believing in CHRIST, always fignifies true
Faith. In fome Places, it certainly does. In other
Places, it fignifies no fuch Thing. Though I have
all Knowledge, fays the Apoftle; yet even with this
fpecious Endowment I may be nothing. There is a
Knowledge, fays the fame Author ; which, inftead
" of edifying, or eftablifhing the Soul in Godlinefs,
- puffeth up with Pride. We are likewife aflured, that
Simon the Sorcerer, though in the Gall of Bitternefs
and in the Bond of Iniquity, yet had Knowledge of the
Thingsy which concerned the Kingdom of GOD, and the
Name of JESUS CHRIST ; nay, that be alfs
believedy yet had neither Lot nor Portion in the ine
eftimable Bleffing, :
Let
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. Let us attepd to the Apoftle’s Manner, and we
fhall be led to put the fame Interpretation upon the
Phrafe, as it is ufed in the Paflage before us.—Thefe
People are not defcribed, like the true Believers, to
whom he addrefles the Epiftle. Here is no mention
of their being Partakers of a divine Nature ; of being
born again by the incorruptible Seed ; or of having their
Souls purified by the SPIRIT. They are only faid to
have efcaped the Pollutions of the World.—Again ;
the Word expreflive of thefe Pollutions is wacuala,
which denotes the grofleft Excefles, and moft fcan-
dalous. Iniquities. Confequently, their abitaining
from fuch Abominations, implies no more than
what is called a negative Goodnefs, or a mere exter-
pal Reformation. Their Lufts had been reftrained
only, not fubdued. Therefore the unhappy Wretches
were eafily overcome by their old Corruptions.—
It is farther obfervable, that St. Peter never confiders
~ thefe Perfons as new Creatures. He calls them by
no other Name, than the Dog and the Sow. Such
they were, at firft ; no better, under all their Pro-
feffion of Chriftianity ; and no other, even in their
fouleft Relapfes. When they returned again to their
Vomit, or their filthy Pralices, they returned to

their own. L o .
* There is, then, a Knowledge of CHRIST, which
is only fuperficial and notional ; floats idly on the Un-
derftanding, but neither penetrates, nor fanctifies
the Heart. There is alfo a Knowledge of CHRIST,
which is wrought by the SPIRIT, and engrafted
into the Soul; which receives the Gift of Righte-
_oufnefs, and brings Juftification into the Confci-
ence. The Comfort and Joy of which, mortify the
Love of Sin, and produce the Life of Holinefs.
' This
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This Knowledge, Sir, may you and I teach ; in
this Knowledge may our Hearers and Readers
abound ; and may the diving Power give us, by
Means of this Knowledge; all Things pertaining to
Life and Godlinefs !
The Gaadmﬁ of GO D leadeth .to Repentance.—-
« This is unqueﬁxonably true, fays Mr. Wefley.
¢ But the nice metaphyfical Do&rine- of imputed
« Righteoufnefs”’—Should you not rather have faid,
The nice metaphyfical Phrafe? Since, as to the
Docirine, we are, according to your own Confeflion,
agreed. Bound therefore, each of us, equally bound
to clear it of the Confcquences, with which it may
be charged, by the Author of the Prefervative, or by
any other Objector.— And as to the Phrafe, I cannot
underftand, by what Authority, Mr. 7#efley calls it
metaphyfical. - Theron, it is true, ufes the Word, and
applies it to the prefent Subje&®. But does not
Mr. Wefley know, that Theron often perfonates an
Enemy, and fpeaks the Language of Unbelief?—
Be pleafed, Sir, to explain your Term; and fhew,
in what Senfe it is compatible with this Article of
my Faith? ¢ [ am acquitted and counted righteous
« before GOD, only through the Imputation of
% my SAVIOUR’s Obedience and Death?”” Which
is, both in Style and Sentiment, tru}y evangelical ;
but, in no Degree, that I can difcern, metaphyfical.
When Mr. #efley adds ;. ¢ This leads not to
¢ Repentance,; but to Licentioufnefs ;”” he fpeaks
what we underftand, not what we allow.—Will
any one fay, That fpeculative Reafoning upon the
Goodnefs of GO D, or contemplating it barely in
our Ideas, leadeth to Repentance? But, when we
tafte and enjoy, when we apply and appropriate, his
E 2 profufely
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profufely rich Liberality in CHRIST; we are
thereby prompted to neglet, abufe, and dithonour
our great Benefalor 2 Or fhall it be faid ? The di-
vine Goodnefs, manifefted in common Providence
and inferior Inftances, tends to awaken Love and
work Godlinefs. But the fame divine Goodnefs,
_ thining forth in the moft illuftrious Manifeftation,
.that Men or Angels ever knew ; fhining forth with
a Glory, a Richnefs, a PerfeQion, fufficient to
tranfport Heaven and Earth with Joy unfpeakable :
This Goodnefs tends to excite Contempt of G O D,
and to cherith carnal Indulgence ? Such an Infinua-
tion, fo depreciatory .to the Righteoufnefs of the
blefled FESUS, I had much rather have heard in a
Jiewifb Synagogue, than have feen in Mr. Wefley's
‘Writings.

No, Sir; this and this alone leadeth 2 Sinner to
Repentance, Not all the Munificence of the
DEITY; neither the Rain from Heaven, nor
fruitful Seafons; neither the Fatnefs of the Earth,
nor the Abundance of the Seas; can take away the
Enmity of our Nature, and reconcile our Affe@ions
to GOD. Nothing, nothing but a Senfe of Pardon
and Acceptance; through the Work finithed on
IMMANUEL’s Crofs.—If you pleafé to review the
Text, you will not affirm, that the Apoftle is affert-
ing the efficacious Influence of providential Goodnefs
on the Hearts of Men. He is evidently inveighing
againft the grofs and almoft general Abufe of fuch
Bounty. Though it ought, it does not produce
Gratitude and Duty. It would indeed upon upright,
but it does not thus operate upon depraved Minds.
No Caufe is adequate to this Effed, but free Jufti-
fication through FESUS CHR IS8T,

[ {3 The
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.¢«¢ The Believer cannot but add to his Faith,
« Works of Righteoufnefs.””—¢ During his firft
« Love, fays Mr. #efley, this is often true. But it
« is not true afterwards, as we know and feel by
“ melancholy Experience.”—How, Sir! Do you
yourfelf feel this ? Where then is your finlefs Per-
fetion ! Can they be perfect, whofe Love ceafes to
- glow, and whofe Zeal lofes its A&tivity? Does
Mr. Wefley himfelf make this Confeflion? Let him
then fay with us—And let us fay, with invariable
Stedfaftnefs, and with increafing Gratitude—Blefled
be GOD for Perfettion in FESUS CHRIST!

Do you learn, Sir, what is here acknowledged, by
Obfervations made upon others? Then thofe others,
1 apprehend, if they do not exercife themfelves in
good Works, either have no Faith, and deceive both
you and themfelves—Or elfe they intermit and dif=
continue the Exertion of their Faith. Which nei-
ther detra&s from the Efficacy of the Principle, nor
difproves Afpafie’'s Opinion. It is not faid; The

Believer never trips, nor faulters in the Courfe of
his Obedience; but, he always adds to his Faith,
the Duties and Works of Obedience. Whenever
the former alls, the latter conftantly enfue. So long
as we live by the Faith of the SON of GOD, we
fhall not fail to bring forth thofe Fruits of Righte-
oufnefs, which are through FESUS CHRIST,

This is ftrongly ‘maintained, by 4fpafis, in ano-
ther Place. < It is as impoflible for the Sun to be
« in his Meridian Height, and not diffipate Dark«
¢ nefs, or diffufe Light; as for Faith to exift in
« the Soul, and not exalt the Temper, and melio~
« rate the Condué.”’~This is very forcibly implied,
in our LORD’s Interrogation to his Difciples 3

Eg3 Where

.
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Where is your Faith? It muft be dormant and in-
altive, like the Sap of the Trees in Winter, or like
the Faculty of Reafoning in Sleep. Otherwife, it
would banith your Fears, even amidft the raging-
Storm 3 and produce an undaunted Confidence in
GOD your SAVIOUR.—The Defign of -all
this, is, to evince the Wifdom of the Gofpel,
which lays fuch a Strefs upon Faith ; fo frequently
urges the Neceflity of Faith, above and before all
Things ; reprefenting it, as the principal Work of
the divine SPIRIT, and the great Inftrument of
receiving Salvation. Hence it appears, that the fa,
cred Plan is not formed in vain ; much lefs is it cal-
culated to fupprefs or difcourage real Holinefs.

f¢ We no longer obey, in order to lay the Foun-
¢ dation for our final Accéptance."' Thefe Words
1 read with Pleafure.—¢¢ That Foundation is al-
¢ ready laid in the Merits of CHRIST :” Thefe I
contemplate with f{till greater Satisfation. —But
when I come to the following Claufe, ¢ Yet we
¢ obey, in order ta our final Acceptance through
¢ his Merits,” with Difappaintment and Regret I
- cry; How. is the Gold become dim ! How is the
moft fine Gold changed !

A Foundation, for what? Afpafic would reply ;
For Pardon, for Reconciliation, and for everlafting
Salvation. For Peace of Canfcience, for Accefs tq
G OD, for every fpiritual and eternal Blefling.—
A Foundatjon, of what Kind? In all Refpe&s. per-
fe&t ; incapable of any Augmentation ; not to be
ftrengthencd, enlarged, or improved by all the Du-
ties and all the Deeds of Prophets, Apoftles, Mar- -
tyrs. Becaufe it has Omnipotence for its Eftablifh- -
ment.~—A Foundation, for whem ¢ For Sinners; for

the
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the vilet and moft miferable of Sinners. . That all
guilty and undone-Wretches may come; and though_
ever fo weary, ever fo heavy laden, may caft their
Burthen upon this Rock of Ages; in full Affurance
of finding Reft, and obtaining Safety. -

- This is chearing; this is charming. What Pity
it is, that fuch an illuftrious Truth thould be clouded,
fuch a precious Privilege fpoiled, by that ungracious’
Sentence ! # We obey in order to our final Accep-"
« tance.”’—But is this, Sir, your conftant Profefli-
on? I muft do you the Juftice to own, that you
have happier Moments, and more becoming Appre-
henfions.—When you join in public Worthip, this
is your humble and juft Acknowledgment ; « Al-
¢ though we be unworthy, through our manifold-
« Sins, to offer unto Thee any Sacrifice ; yet we
¢ befeech Thee to accept this our bounden Duty
“ and Service.”—When you criticife upon Apafio,
the Note is changed, and this is the Purport of
your Strain; “ We befeech Thee to accept us, on
« Account of thefe our Services ; for we do them,
« O LORD, with a profefled View to this End.”—
To implore Acceptance for our Duties, confefles
them to be mean and contemptible. Whereas, to
expet Acceptance on their Aceount, ftrongly inti- -
mates their Excellency. That they are worthy in a
very high Degree; fo as to obtain Favour, not for
themfelves only, but for a miferable Creature alfo,
who confefles himfelf {ubject to manifold Sins.

I faid, “ on account of ”—For, if you obey, in
order to your final Acceptance; furely, you muft
expect final Acceptance and eternal Life, on account
of your own Obedience. A poor Object difplays his
Sores, and relates his Diftrefs, in erder to obtain

E 4 - your

-~
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your Alms. Does he not then expe&t your Alms on
account of his Sores, his Diftrefs, and his piteous
Tale’~~What a Coalition is here, between Mr.
Wefley and the Subjes of the triple Crown! I find:
the whole Council of Trent eftablithing his Senti-.
ments by their anathematizing Decsee. Thefe are
their Words ; ¢ If any one fhall fay, that the Righ-
¢ teous ought not, for their own good Works, to
¢ expect the eternal Reward, through the Merit of
« FJESUS CHRIST, let him be accurfed *.”
—Do you fpeak of the Merit of CHRIST? Sa da
they. Do you, in fome Senfe, allow CHRIST 1o
be the Foundation? So do they, Are your Works
to rear the Edifice, and perform the moft refpeQable
Part of the Bufinefs? So are theirs,

By this Time, I beligve, the thoughtful Reader
will guefs the Reafon, why you oppofe and decry
imputed Righteoufnefs, You are folicitous, it feems,
not barely for Works of Obedience, but for their
Value and Credit in the Affair of Salyation; for
their Significancy and Influence, in winning the -
Good-will of JEHOVAH, Since this is your No.
tion, you may well be offended at CHFR I8 T”s im-
puted Righteoufnefs, This wilt admit of no Partner
or Coadjutor. This, Sir, in the Cafe of Juftifica-
tion, pours Contempt upon all your moft laborioys
Exercifes, and admired Attainments, Yea, this
being divine and inconceivably excellent, pours all
around a Blaze of Glory, in which all our puny
Doings are loft, 3s the Stars in the meridian Sup.
fhine,

“ We
® i quis dixerit, juffos non debere pro Bonis operibus, ex-
pediare atersam retributionem, per Jefu Chrifti meritum,

ayatbema fit, De Bon, Oper, Can. xxvi,
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¢« We obey in order to final Acceptance.”—Me-
thinks, this difcovers no more Gratitude, than Wif-
dom. Is it not an officious Indignity fo that noble
Goodnefs, which has fet forth FESUS CHRI ST
for a Propitiation ? Is it not a contemptuous Difre=
gard of that heavenly Voice, which faid, with fo
much Solemnity ; In Him I am well pleafed with the
Children of Men.—Does this exalt, does it not -de-
grade the SAVIOUR? Does it mortify, does it
not cherifh the Pride of Man?—According to this
Scheme, the Merits of our LORD are the Foun-

dation, not immediately of our Acceptance, but of
" that Situation only, in which we are fuppofed capa-
ble of acquiring it ourfelves. They are, in fhort,
no more than a mere Pedeftal ; on which human
Worth, or rather human Vanity may ftand exalted,
and challenge the Favour of Heaven.

Ah, Sir! Acceptance with GOD, is an im-
menfely rich and glorious Bleffing: A high and tran-
fcendently precious Privilege : Incomparably too
high and glorious, to be obtained, in any Degree, by
fuch mean Obedience as yours and mine.—The
Pardon of Rebels againft the King of Kings ! The
Reception of leprous Sinners into the Bofom of Hea-
ven! Shall fuch Effe&ts, than which nothing can be
greater ; fhall fuch Benefits, than which nothing
can be richer; be afcribed to human Obedience ?
What, but the very Diftradtion of our Difeafe, can
have occafioned or can account for a Thought, fo -
extreme in Abfurdity ?—[ Shall we, fordid Wretches,
with our ulcerous Sores, our withered Limbs, and
a Stwpor over all our Faculties ; fhall we think our- -
felves able to do fomething for HIM, who needeth
not the Services of Angels? Nay, to do fome-

A ' thing
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thing confiderable enough, to found a Claim to that
tranfcendent Honour and Happinefs, the Light of-
his Countenance ?]—Our Adoration! Our Thankf{-
givings ! Our Praifes! Our Prayers! Our Preach-
ing! Our facramental Duties ! What are they all’
‘but filthy Rags *, compared with his inconceivable
Holinefs and Glory? What Part of his Work do
we attempt, but we debafe it with our deplorable
Imperfe&ions, or pollute it with our very Touch?—
Shame then belongs to ys, Shame and Confufion of
Face, whenever we look to ourfelves or our own
Performances. While all our Comfort, all our
Hope, is to be derived from the only Righteous One
CHRIST FESUS. ) o
~If we know not enough of our own Meannefs
and Impotency, let us liften to the Prophet Ifaiah t.
In order to our Acceptance with G OD, he informs -
us, Lebanon with ail her ftately Cedars is not fufficient
g0 burny nor all the Beafls, that range through her
extenfive Shades, fufficient for @ Burnt-Offering. Na-

tions, whole Nations, avail ne more than fingle -
Perfons, -

® Ija. Ixiv. 6. In fuch a Light, I cannot but look
upon the Services and Works of frail Man. In fuch a
Light they are reprefented, in various Parts of our pub-
Jic Devotions. And if we are but humble enough to con-
fefs ourfclves Sizners; in fuch a Light they mu/f appear to
every difcerning and impartial Eye. Since nothing;.
even in Hell itfelf, is more loathfome, or impayts a
more horrid Defilement, than Sin.—If fuch Services are
a fweet-fmelling Savour to GOD, it is owing to that
copious Incenfe, (bvpsapdlz maare, Rew. viii. 3.) which
arifes from the golden Cenfer and ‘the golden Alsar,
(Rew. viii. 3.) It is wholly owing to the infinite Dignity
and all recommending Efficacy of C HRIST’s Blood,
Interceflion, and Righteoufnefs. '

s + lfa. xl. 15, 16, 17.
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Perfons. Should they unite their Abilities, and ex-
ert all their Efforts, to do fomething which may re-
commend them to JEHOV AH#*; all would
be mean, ineffeCtual, defpicable. " Meap, as the
Drop of a Bucket, which falls to the Ground, and
none regards it. Ineffe@ual, as the Duff upon the
Balance, which wants even that fmall Degree of Im-

- petus, neceflary to turn the moft nicely poifed Scales.
Defpicable, as the Atom that floats in the Air, and
has not Weight enough to fettle itfelf on any Ob-
je&.—Should you reply; In all thefe Things there

" is fome, though.very little Subftance. The Prophet
farther declares ;" That all Nations in the World,
with all their Virtues, Accomplithments, and
Works, would, before the infinitely majeftic GOD, -
be as Nothing, lefs than Nothing, yea, Vanity it- -
felf.  Incapable, abfolutely -incapable of winning
his Favour, or doing any Thing worthy of his No-
tice +,—Blefled therefore, for ever blefled be di-

vine
* Do we want to learn the Prophet’s Aim and Defign, i
in this magnificent Paragraph ? We may, to our great -

Satisfadtion, confult his fagacious and devout Commen-
tator Vitringa. Hic altius furgens oratio, non tantum omne

meritum abjudicat carni, fed docet eliam 83 inculcat, effe heaec

ommia qua gentes ad placandum numen finxerunt, merum nibil .

85 inane. Nullum plane pondus afferre in commendatione

caufe fuce apud Deum : imo ¢ffe nihilo ipfo8F inaniinferiora,

Sfi quid nibilo minus fingi & cogitari poffit. Nom poteff in na-

tura: fed fingi poreft & obtinet in aeconomia fpirituali. Eff

entm ibi quod ita non prodelt ad obtinendam juflitiam apud

Deum, ut fimul noceat. Cujus generis funt omnia cvprudle

€5 commenta fapientiz carnis, Non tantum Deo non coma

mendant, fed potiusiram S indignationem divinam provocant,
+ May I be allowed to elucidate the noble Paflage,
quoted above? Sure I am, the Reader will not be dif-
pleafed with the Digreffion, unlefs the Annotator fails in

the Execution, and has the Misfortune
: 2 v —Egregium
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vine Grace, that we have a great High-Prieft, in
whom GOD is pleafed ; is well pleafed ; and his
very
~= = o« Egregium opus
Culpa deterere ingeni.

The Prophet, firuck with the Contemplation of a
moft glorious Perfonage, cries out, like one tranfported
and amazed, #ho? Never was any Thing comparable
to him, either exifting in Nature, or imaged by F ancy.
Who bath meafured the Waters, the unfathomable Deep,
and the boundlefs Wave ; meafured them, not in his
capacious Ciftern, but in the Hollow of his Hand ? Whe
bath meted out Heaven, an Expanfe in'which Worlds re-
volve, and extended to Immenfity ; meted it, not with
an out fretched Line, but aitb tbe Spax of his F ingers ?
Who bath comprebended 1he Duft of the Earth, all the folid
Contents of this prodigioufly large Globe, as a little Pjt-
rance in the fmalleft Meafure? Who bath weighed the Moun~
tains, with all their ponderous Ridges, and the Hills,
with all their mafly Rocks, as a Man weigheth an Ounce
or a Dram i» his Scales?—Here I would only obferve the
Judicious Choice of Objeéts. By far the moft diftinguithed
and magnificent, that the Univerfe affords. The Abyfs
of Waters, and the Circuit of the Skies! The Dimen-
fions of the Earth, and the Elevation of the Mountains!
Compared with which, the loftieft Groves are lefs than
the Hyffop on the Wall; and the moft ample Cities, are
{maller than a Grain of Muftard Seed.

Then follows a Comparifon, more admirable, if it be
poflible, than this fine Defcription. Behold! The Na-
tions, whether on the neighbouring Continent or in the
remoteft Iles, are, before this exalted Being, as the fmall
Drop of a Bucket, which is almoft too fcanty to déeferve
our Notice. They are as the fmaller Duft upon the Ba-
lance, which is not fufficient even to turn the hovering
Scale. They are as the fmalleft Atom, which has not
Weight enough to reach the Ground, nor Force enough
to refift the flighteft Undulations of the Air. Yea, all
the Nations of the Earth, amidft all their Pomp and
Grandeur, with all their boafted Accomplithments and
admired Works, are before this incomprehenfible GOD,
as a mere Nothing.~—Can Language go farther 7 Can
Imagination take a bolder Flight? Yes; the aftonithin gg

’ 9 n
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very Soul delighteth. Whofe Sacrifice, and whofe
Work, have merited all the Good, that Sinners can
want, or the ALMIGHTY ean beftow.

If we are not yet daily humbled, nor willing te
profefs ourfelves beholden to divine Grace alone ;
if we ftill refolve to be Principals or Partners with
the one MEDIATOR, in the Purchafe of the
ineftimable Jewel, let us fear, left the LORD our
Righteoufnefs refent fuch a Difhonour done to Him-
felf; and fwear in his Wrath, that we fhall have
neither Lot nior Portion in this Matter, Of this He
has exprefsly warned us by his Apoftle; Ifye be cir-
cumcifed, CHRIST fball profit you nothing. What
would St. Paul teach us, by this folemn Protefta-
tion ?—That no Few can be faved ! Himfelf was an
Hebrew of the Hebrews. Circumcifed the eighth
Day.—That a Chriftian would, by receiving Cir-

cumcifion after his Converfionto CHRIST, for-
feit

rich Ideas of the Prophet add a Heightening, a redoubled
Heightening even to thisinimitable Piture. The King-
doms of the World, with all their Inhabitants, and all
their Honours, are lefs then nothing; are lefs than Va-
nity itfelf, in the Eftimate of the Almighty JEHOV AH.
This, if I am not greatly miftaken, is one of the moft
highly finithed Sketches of the Beautiful and Sxblime, ex-
tant in the whole Compafs of Letters.—Let us always re-
member, that the majeftic Perfon, whom it defcribes, is
our Atonement and Righteoufnefs (ver. z.) is our Shep-
herd and Guide (ver. 11.) it will then be one of the
moft confolatory and delightful Truths, in all the Book
of GOD.~—~And O! may we never forget, that the fmall
Drop of the Bucker, the fmaller Duft on the Balance, the
volatile Atom, and that which is lefs than nothing, are
intended to thew us, what Figure our own Endeavours,
Works, and Dutiesmake in the Sight of Almi%hty GOD.
We fhall then have a Dogtrine, moft powerful to humble

us, to abafe us, and to teach us to renounce our own
Righteoufnefs, |
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feit all his Privileges ? No; for he himfelf circum-
cifed Timothy, to gain hlm a fair Hearing from. the
Judaizing Bigots.—Or is Circumcifion here ufed,
by Way of Synecdoche, for the ceremonial Law?
Teaching us, that, as the Mofzic Rites were now
abolithed, an Attempt to continue the Obfervance
of them, would be an unpardonable Oppofition to
the Defigns of Providemce ! The charitable Compro-
mife, recorded in the xivth to the Romans, leads to
a different Conclufion. — Or did thofe feducing
Teachers, who 'required this Conformity from
the Gentile ‘Converts, require them to renounce
CHRIS8T, and relapfe into mere Judaifm ? Nei«
ther is this at all fuppofable. They only required
fuch a Conformity, ¢ in order to their Acceptance
« through his Merits;” which they never rejected,

but only placed as a Foundation for their own.
What then can be meant by, CHRIST ball
profit you nothing, if ye be circumcifed? If ye make
Circumcifion, or any Thing whatever, befides the
nghteoufnefs of CHRIST, ncceiTary to your Aca
ceptance with G O D, ye fhall receive no Advantage
from all that the REDEEMER has done and fuf-
fered. This is to halt between Works and Grace,
between C HRIST and Self. And fuch divided
Regards, He will interpret as an Affront, rather
than an acceptable Homage. Indeed, this is, in
Chriftians, the grand Apoﬁacy By this they deny
the Sufficiency of their SAVIOUR’s moft con-
fummate Righteoufnefs. They caft themfclves en-
tirely out of the Covenant of Grace, and muft ex-

pe&t no Salvation but by doing the whole Law.
‘This is the awful apoftolic Caution. To which
let me fubjoin the plain apoftolic Inftru®ion—12e
are
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are accepted, fays St. Paul, not partially, but entire-
Iy ; not occafionally, but finally, in the BELOVED.
All Acceptance, of whatever Kind, or whatever Date,
is wholly in Him, not in any Thing of our own.—
The Author to the Hebrews afirms; That CHRIST
bhath obtained Redemption, not leit it tb be accom-
plithed, either in greater or fmaller Meafure, by our
Diligence and Duties. No; He Himfelf hath ob-
tained, both prefent and final, yea, complete and
eternal R(demptzan Jfor us. And will you, Sir, afcribe
to your own Obedience, what the Apoftle fo exprefsly
afcribes, ard fo entirely appropriates, to the blefled-
JESUS ?—-The fame Writer aflures us; That
CHRIST, by one Offering, hath perfeled Jor ezm",
them that are funtlified. T hem that are cleanfed with
the Blood of Sprinkling, He hath not only dif-
charged from the Guilt of Sm, but rendered them.
unblameable and unreproveable, before the Majefty
of Heaven. He hath done all that is neceflary for
their -full, perfe®, and everlafting Acceptations
Yes ; whether it be in Life or Death; whether it be
at the Throne of Grace, or the Tnbunal of Judge
ment ; during the Span of Tlme, or through the
Ages of Etermty ; all that is neceflary for our per-
fect Acceptation is done. Done by an infinitely
better Hand, than our own ; by an infinitely better
Expedient, . than any human Obedlence.

Do ], by thefe Remonftrances, fet at nought true
Holinefs ? Or fuppofe a Salvatlon, feparate from
holy Obediance? You, Sir, cannot entertain fuch a
Suppofition ; fince, in your very laft Remark, you
was diffatisfied with my mﬁf’cmg on the infeparable
Conneétion of a living Faith, and Works of Righ=
teoufnefs. ——I honour and prize Works of Righte-
' oufnefs.
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oufnefs. I would inceflantly inculcite, both the
indifpenfable Neceflity, and the manifold Utility, of
holy Obedience. We are redeemed, that we may
be zealous of good Works. We are created ‘in
CHRIST FESUS, that we may be able to do good
Works. And by good Works we are to glorify our
F AT HER which is in Heaven.

Only I would have good Works know their proper-
Station, and their proper Office. I am far from
fetting at nought the Services of the Hand or the
Foot. But I fhould very much difapprove their
Defigri ; I fhould utterly defpife their Pretenfions ;
if they fhould offer to intrude themfelves on the
Province of the Eye, or a& as the Organs of Sight.
Apply this Simile to the Obedience of Man, and
Juftification before GOD, or Acceptance with GOD;
you will then fee, in what Rank I place, in what
Efteem I hold, both the one and the other.

As 1 would have Obedience know its proper
Place, fo I would have it take a right Form. The
Obedience, which you propofe, is the Obedience of
the Bond-Man, not of the free. A Slave, bought
with our Money, obeys in order to be accepted. A
Servant, hired to difpatch our Bufinefs, obeys in
order to receive his Wages. But the Child obeys,
becaufe he is beloved ; becaufe he is the Heir; and
all Things, which the Father hath, are his,

¢« Obey in order to Acceptance !”—Indeed, Sir,
you quite miftake the Principle and Source of Chriftian
Obedience. Nor fhall I undertake to re&tify your
miftaken Apprehenfions, left you fhould fcorn to
learn from an Inferior. I will refer you to a Set of
‘Teachers, from whom you need not blufh to receive
Inftru&ion. But as this may demand a very parti-

culas
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cular Confideration, I fhall poftpone it to fome fu-
ture Opportunity, and affign to it a diftin& Epiftle.

In the mean Time, if You fhould afk; Why I
have been fo copious upon this Point? I anfwer;
Becaufe it is a Mattér of the utmoft Importance.
An Error on this Subje&, is as detrimental to our
piritual Welfarey as a Fault in the firft Conco&ion
is to the Animal Conftitution. A Miftake concern-
ing Acceptance with GOD, muft fet in a falfe
Light every religious Truth, and fhed a malignant
Influence on every religious Sentiment.

If you afk; Why I have repeated the obnoxioys
Propofition, almoft as frequently as the Rams-Horns
founded the fatal Blaft, on the Day when Fericho
was overthrown? I anfwer; For the very fame
Purpofe. To overthrow, if poffible, fo pernicions
a Notion. To layit as low, as the Fortifications
of. that devoted City. And I hope, neither Mr.
Wefley, mor any other, will attempt .to rebuild it,
left they Jay the Foundation thereof, in the Difhonour
of the blefled REDEEMER; and fet up the Gates.
of it, in the Diftrefs of precious Soyls. Both which-
Effe&@s, 1 am perfuaded, are very remote from yoyr
Intention. That they may be equally remote from
your Preaching, your Writing, and all your Dag-
trine, is the fincere With of, &e.

CF " LET-
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LETTER IV,

Rev. SIxr,

Had, in the Warmth of my Concern, almoft

forgot to take Notice of a Text, which you pro-
duce from 1 Tim. vi. 17, 18, 19. And, which is
fomewhat ftrange, produce as a Proof, that the
Apoftle requires Chriftians ¢ to obey, in order to
¢ their final Acceptance.”

Is Paul then become the Apoftate ! And do the
Curfes, which he has denounced againft the Se-
ducers of tlie Galatian Converts, fall at length on his
own Head? He placed Timothy at Ephefus, as a Bul-
wark againft the Encroachments of other Do&rines.
Was it with a Referve for Liberties of this Kind,
which he himfelf thould take? Can we think his
Mind fo much altered, fince he told thofe very
Ephefians, that, without feeking Acceptance through
their Obedience, they were already accepted in the
BELOVED? Does he now retraét the blefled
Truth? Advifing the Rich, to raife a Cloud of
golden Duft, that it may cover their Sins, and waft
them to the Skies? At the fame Time, excluding
the Poor from the Fellowthip of this new Gofpel,
and the Hope of Glory. Is he grown athamed of
that Righteoufnefs of GOD, which, he aflured the
Romans, was the Power of GOD unto Salvation,
only through Believing? And are we, Sir, grown
weary of that pure Do&rine, “which was reftored to

/ . us,
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us, by our glorious Reformers? Are we willing to
give up the Depofitum, and return to the more
than Egyptian Darknefs of Friars and Monks ? with
whom o ‘

— — Celum ¢ff venale DEUS que?

‘But to the Point.—I fhall tranfcribe the Text,
and 2dd a fhort Paraphrafe. Which may, perhaps,
explain the Meaning, and beft refuté the Objection,
Charge them that are rich in this World, that they do
Good, that they be rich in good Woarks, ready to diffri-
bute, willing to communicate ; laying up in Store for
themfelves a good Foundation, that they may lay hold on
eternal Life. Charge them, thofe Believers * among
you, who are rich in this World; that they do Good,
that, as Members of GHRIST, they fhew Kind-
nefs, and exercife Beneficence to others. That they
berich in good Works, abounding in thofe Works and
Labours of Love, which flow from Faith, or a com-
fortable Perfuafion of their Intereft in CHRIST, -
Ready to diftribute, on all proper Occafions, with
Chearfulnefs and Delight; as counting it more
blefled to give, thantoreceive. Willing, even with-
out Solicitation, to communicate; and not only em-
bracing, but feeking every Opportunity of relieving

F a2 - the

[* The Exhortation is addreffed, not to the Unﬁodly,
but to true Believers. Who had received CHRIST, and
‘were faved through Grace. Confequently, had no N
%o avix or artain eternal Life, but only Yo make ir, §n

their own Apprehenfion, or to their own Confciences,

more and more fure. Had they been unconverted Peo-

ple:?the Apoftle would, like his divine MASTER dif-

courfing with the rich, but unregenerate Nicodemus,

have firuck at the Root of their Mifery ; and f] poke of;

more important Things, than diftributing a listle funing
,Dut among the Poor.] ‘
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the Neceflitous. Lightly efteeming all that is called
Wealth here below ; and laying up in Store for them-
Jelves another Kind of Treafure, [even CHRIST;
who is the Pearl of Price, and the true Riches.]
This will be a good Foundation of Hope, of Comfort,
and Joy: Apain/t the Time to come, whether it be the
trying Seafon of Sicknefs, the awful Hour of Death,
or the more tremendous Day of Judgment. That,
placing their Affe@tions on Him, and having their
Treafure in Him, they may be found wife Merchants.
Not grafping Uncertainties and Shadows, but laying
faft Hold on * fure and fubftantial Pofleflions ; even
n. eternal Life. ‘

We eftablifh the Law : We provide for its Honour
by the perfe&t Obedience of CHRISY ; fays Afpafio.—
¢ Can you poffibly think, replies Mr. /#zfley, that
¢ St. Paul meant this ?”—Before L anfwer this

Queftion,

* Take faft Hold on—thus Lwould tranflate that empha-
tical compound Word emira€uslas. Whichagrees with the
Experienceof the Chriftian, and isnot without the Autho-
rity of the Critic.—With tbe Experience of the Chriftian.
Since Believers, by the Exercife of Faith, prodacing all

ood Works, are continually maintaining and increafing
their Hold of CHRIST ; and of thateternal Life, which
i3 given them in Him.—With the Autbority of the Critic,
For the Word fignifies, ¢¢ To feize with great Vehes
¢ mency; to lay Hold on with both Hands, as upon a
¢ Thing we are glad to have got, and will be loth to let
¢« go again.” LeiGa’s Crit. Sacr.—That it does not
n this Conne&tion, denote an apprehending of fome-
what, not taken hold of before, is evident from Verfe
the twelfth, where this very Exhortation is direed tor
Timothy himfelf ; who was an eminent Man of GOD,
and the Subjet of particular Prophecies ; was a Believer
of the firft Clafs, and an undoubted Heir of . Life awd
Immortality. Who needed not, therefore, vo atzain, but -
to live in the ftedfaft-Hope and unintermitted Expeéia-
tion of the glorious Inheritance. :

-
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Queftion, give me Leave to afk another. Have you
Sir, done Juftice to Afpafio? Is what you quote,
the whole of his Interpretation ? Have you not fe-
creted a Sentence, which fpeaks the very Thmg, you
blame for omitting ?

A Member of the Houfe of Lommons, haranguing -
the honourable Affembly, took the Liberty to affert
¢ The Gentlemen in the Minifterial Intereft, never-
¢« propofe any Thing for the Good of their Coun-
try.””—This was no fooner uttered, than a warm
Partizan of the other Side ftarting up, complained
loudly of Calumny and Scandal. Hold, Sir, for a.
Moment, faid the interrupted Orator. Let me juft
finith my Sentence, and then give Vent to your ve-.
hement Invectives. My Intention was to have ad- .
ded; ¢ but we in the Oppofition readily agree to .
¢ their Meafures.”—~Upon hearing this Explana-
tion, the Houfe fmiled, and the hafty Zealot {at
down afthamed,

Let me produce the whole Period, now under
Confideration. Then I believe, the Reader will al-
low, that Mr. 7#fley has imitated this hafty Gentle- .
man, in one Inftance; and whether he has not fome
Reafon to imitate Him in another, Ifhall leave tohis
own Determination.—Immediately after the Difplay .
" of free Juftification, or of Righteoufnefs imputed
without Warks*, Afpafio, aware of the Poffibility
of abufing his Doftrine, afferts the indifpenfable
Neceffity of Holinefs. This done, as quite cleared
from the Accufation, he triumphs with the Apoftle .
“¢ Do we then make void the Law, through Faith, in
“ the imputed Righteoufnefs ofour LORD ? GOD
“ forbid! Yeay we eflaslifb the Law. Confidered as

F 3 - ¢ the

* Rom, jv. 6,
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¢ the original Covenant of Life ; we provide for its
« Honour, by the perfe&t Obedience of CHRIST.
¢« Confidered as the invariable Standamd of Duty;
« we enforce its Obfervance, by the moft rational,
- ¢« manly, and endearing Motives *.”—Here, Sir,
was ‘lardI'y any Room for the Precipitancy of Inter-
ruption, becaufe the whole Paffage lay before you,
And itis a little furprifing, that you fhould fee and
animadvert upon the former Claufe ; yet neither fee,
nor regard the Claufe immediately following,

« Did fuch a Thought (of eftablithing the Law,
¢ bythe Atonement and Righteoufnefs of CHRIST)
¢ ever enter into St. Paxl's Mind i””—Let the pre-
ceding Context determine. Has the Apottle been
opening the true Senfe of the Precepts, that they
might be rightly underftood ? Has he been incul-
cating the inviolable Obligation of the Precepts, that
they might be duly practifed ? Has he not been af-
ferting a Juftification abfolutely free, effected by the
Righteoufnefs of GOD, without any Co- agency
from the Righteoufnefs of Man? Does he not, in
the laft Words, profefledly encounter the Obje&ion,
which, in every Age, has been raifed againft this
facred Do&rine ? ¢ Hereby'you regle& and dif-
¢ honour the divine Law.” No ; fays the infpired
Apologift, the Law is hereby ¢/fablifbed, and thewn
to be more ftable than Earth or Heaven.” The grand
Legiflator Himfelf fhall be humbled- to its Obedi-
ence ; the GOD who gave the Law, fhall bleed for
its Penalties ; rather than a Tittle fail of its due
Accompﬁﬂ)ment.-— Magnified thus, the Law indeed
is, and made for ever honourable. And though 4=
pafie does not exclude our pradical Regards, Ido

verily,
¢ Theron and Afpafio, Vol, I. p. 3c0.

.
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verily, for my own Part, believe ; that the former
Sentiment, againft which you exclaim, was upper-
moft with the Apoftle, and is the chief Defign of
the Text.

Yes, Sir; it was the Apoftle’s chief Defign, to
fhew the perfe&t Confiftency of free Juftification with
the moft awful Glories of the DEITY ; and thereby
lay a firm Foundation for the Hope of a Sinner.
Had Juftice, which is the eflential Glory of GOD?’s
Nature, or the Law, which is the revealed Glory
of his Will—=had either of thefe been violated, by
the evangelical Scheme ; benign and defirable as it
is, it muft have been utterly reje®ed; it could
never have taken Place; the whole World muft
have perifhed, rather than fuch an Injury be offered to
any of the Divine Perfeions. Therefore St. Paul
moft fweetly teaches, and moft fatisfaltorily proves,
that inftead of being mJured they are moft illuftri-
qufly difplayed by the Obedience and Death of
CHRIST. By this Means, JEHOVAH is in-
flexibly juft even in juftifying the Ungodly; and
his Law is highly exalted, even in abfolving the
“Tranfgreflor, that believeth in ¥ E8US.

Here is firm Faat;ng; here is folid Rock.

Solid Rock, on which the Sinner may reft, who is
well nigh funk in Defpair ; while the Waves and
Billows of divine Indignation go over his alarmed
Soul.—Firm Footing, on which he may proceed,
who fees the Importance of his eternal Interefts, and

tloes not rifque them on the vague Notion of mere
Mercy. Dares not give inta the modifh Religion,
which leaves fuch vcncrable Things, as the J“ﬁl‘;

F g
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of ,the moft High and the Law of the moft Holy,
deftitate of their due Honour. And Jeaves fuch im-
potent Creatures as Men, to fhift for themfelvec by
doing 'the beft they can,

« The plain Meaning is, we eftablifh both the
« true Senfe, and the effeCual Pra&ice of the
‘« Law: We provide for its being both underftood
« and pradifed in its full Extent.”>—How can you
nake this Provifion, if you fet afide the confummate
Obedience of CHRIST? Who is the End of the
Law for Righteoufnefs ; for accomplifhing that Righs
teoufnefs, which its Precepts defcribe, and its Con-
fitution demands.

O! Sir, did you confider, what that meancth
which the Apoftle ftyles 1o advvaroy s souz, yoq
twould mot ufe this Language. Can we—can fuch
fniferable Sinners as we, ever dream of effe€tually
praé’hﬁng, in its full Extent, that T.aw, which con-
demns every Failure ; which requires Truth in the
inward Parts, which infifts upon PerfeGion, abfo-
late Perfection, in every Inftance, and on all Occa-

fions; charging us,

With A2 inten fey and unremitted Nerve,
To hold Cvm:[é wfaulter‘ug,

to the very End of our Lives, and from the Begm-
ning of them too. —Attend, I entreat you, Sir, to
this moft fublime San&lty of the diyine Law. Then,
inftead of faying, We provide for its Performance in
tbefull Extent of its Demands ; you w1l] probably
fay, with a more becommcr, Modefty, we prowde for
its Performance, in a Way of willing, chearful, fin-
cere Obedience. Still looking unto HIM for Jufti-

) " fication,
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fication, who has, ih our Name, and as our Smety,
fulfilled it to the very uttermoft.

It is, I apprehend, one of your leading Errors,
that you form low, fcanty, inadequate Apprehenfi-
ons of GOD’s Law. That Law, which is a bright
Reprefentatior{ of his moft pure Nature ; a beautiful
Draught of his moft holy Will, and never, fince the
Fall, “has been perfectly exemplified in any living
Chara&er, but only in the Man CHRIST ¥ESUS.
From this Error, many others muft unavoidably fol-
low. A Difefteem of imputed Righteoufnefs, and 3.
Conceit of perfonal Perfection. A Spirit of legal
Bondage, and, I fear, a Tinture of Pharifaical:
Pride.

Should Mr. #efley atk ; Why 1 harbour fuch a
Sufpicion, concerning his Sentimeénts in this Parti-
cular? I anfwer; Becaufe, here, he fpeaks of prac-
tifing this Law, which is fo exceeding broad, in its -
full Extent. Becaufe, elfewhere, he reprefents the
Violations of this Law, whofe leaft Tittle 1s of
greater Dignity than Heaven and Earth, as fmalt
Matters ; as petty Offences; or, to ufe his own
- Words, as ¢ Things not exally right. ”—-But mase
of this hereafter. '

Afpafio, to vindicate the Equity of the future",
Judgment, declares; « I fee nothing arbitrary in
¢¢ this Procedure; but an admirable Mlxture of juft
¢ Severity, and free Goodnefs. On thofe, who -
¢ reje& the Atonement, jult Severity.+ To thofe,
* who rely on their SAVIOUR, free Good-
“ nefs.”’—Mr. /#%fley, as though he would excul-
pate the Ungodly, afks, ¢ Was it ever poffible -for
e them, not to reject I”—What fays our infallible

Counfellor;
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Counfellor; the TEACHER fent from GOD?
They will not come toe ME, that they may have Life.
‘They reje&ed his Counfel. They would not ceafe
from their own Works, and betake themfelves
wholly to the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST. This
Method of Salvation they difliked. It was Fool-
'ifbnefs unto them. Therefore, they were difobe-
dient to the heavenly Call.—Does this take away
their Guilt? Muft GOD be reckoned unjuft in
punifhing, becaufe Men are obftinate in their Un-
belief ? ‘ :

G OD does not require me, as you too injurioufly
hint, to * touch Heaven with my Hand,” in order
to efcape Damnation. But He invites and requires
me, to accept of CHRIST and his Salvation. If,
intent upon any imaginary Accomplithments of my
own, I over-look the Gift; or if, eager in the Pur-
fujt of worldly Gratifications, I trample upon it; is

% not the Fault entirely my own? Does it not pro-
ceed from the Folly of my Mind, or the bad Difpo-
fition of my Heart; and leave my Condu& without
Excufe?

Jufhﬁcauon is completa, the firft Moment we be-
Tieve ; and is incapable of Augmentation. Thus 4/-

pafio fpeaks. Thus Mr. efley replies, « Not fo.”’—
And has he, for his Authority, a fingle Text of
Scripture? No; but the whole Council of Trent.
One of whofe Canons dogmatizes in this Manner.
« If any fhall affirm, that Righteoufnefs received is
“ not preferved, and increafed likewife, by good
¢ Works; but that good Works are only the Fruits
« and Signs of Juftification obtained, not the
¢ Means of increafing it alfo, let him be ac-
curfed.”
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¢ curfed #,”’—I am forry, Sir, to fee you again in
fuch Company. And I would hope, if it were not
an unhandfome Refle¢tion, you did not know your
Affociates. Yet it is ftrange, that a Proteffant Di-
vine fhould have been fo inattentive, to the main
Part of his Charaéter; or fhould be able to forget,
that complete Juftification, through the Righteouf-
nefs of our LORD alone, {s the very Effence, Soul,
and Glory of the Reformation. '

But let us examine the Pbint.—Juftification, I ap-
prehend, is one fingle A& of divine Grace. It muft,
therefore, be either done, or undone. If done, in
my very Idea of the A&, it includes Completenefs,
So that to fpeak of incomplete Juftification, is a
Contradi@ion in Terms. Like fpeaking of dark
Sun-fhine, or a round Square.

An incomplete Juftification feems, in the ve
Nature of Things, to be an abfolute Impoffibility.
Even an earthly Judge cannot juftify, where there is
the leaft Departure from Integrity. He may over-
look ; he may fhew Clemency; he may forgive.
But he cannot, in fuch a Cafe, pronounce righteous.
Much lefs can we fuppofe, that Juftification thould
take Place” before an infinitely pure and jealous
G OD, unlefs all Guilt be done away, and the Per-
fon be rendered completely righteous.

Befides ; can that Juftification be other than com.
plete, which is brought to pafs by the moft majeftic
SON of GOD? By his perfeély holy Nature; by
his infinitely precious Sufferings ; and by his incon-

Co ceivably

® Si quis dixerit, juffitiam gcceptam nom confervari, atque
etiam non augeri coram Dco per opera bona : Sed opera ipfa
Sfrullus folummodo & figna effe jufiificationis adepter , monetiam
ipfius augenke caufam, anatkema effo. Sefl. vi. Can. 24.

\

-

-
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ceivably meritorious Obedience ? This, if any Thing
in the World, muft be abfolutely complete ; beyond
Compare, and beyond Imagination complete ; to fpeak
all in a Word, complete in Proportion to the Dig-
nity, Perfetion, and Glory of the Accomplifher.

Is any fuch Notion, as an incomplete Juftifica-
tion, to be found in the Bible ? St. Paul fays, Whofs-
ever believeth is juflified ; to all Intents and Purpofes
juftified. No, fays Mr. Wefley; he may be jufti.
fied only in Part or by Halves.—He that believeth,
adds the Apoftle, is juftified from all Things. No,
reglies Mr. efley; many that believe, efpecially in
the Infancy of their Faith, are juftified only from
Jome Things. There is no Neceffity, that Juftifica-
tion fhould be complete, when or where-ever it exifts.

Is there no Neceflity? Why then does the Voice
of Infpiration aflert ; That the Righteoafuefs of GO D,
isvupon them that belicve? Can a Man have that .
incomparably magnificent Righteoufnefs, and yet be
jacompletely juftified 7—-—Does not the fame infpired
Writer declare—That this perfect and divine Righ-

. teoufnefs is upon a//; not upon fome only, but upon
all Believers? Whether they be weak or ftrong;
whether in the firft Moments of their Converfion,
or in the laft Stage of their Warfare.—Yes; and he
farther affures us, That there is no Difference. No 0)if-
ference, with regard to the Righteoulnefs itfelf ; for
it is the one everlafling Righteoufnefs of the incarnate:
GOD. No Difference, as to the Reality of its’
Imputation; for it is wrto all, and apon all.  No
Difference, in the Way of receiving it; which is ly
Faith in ?ESUS CHRIST. Confequen ly, no .
Difference in the Fruits or Effe@s; which are Par-
don and Acceptance, {free and full juﬁiﬁcation. I
s

v
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Is Mr. I¥efley, like the Popifh Party, an Advocate

for a firft, for a fecond, for I know not how many
Juftifications ? According to’ this Scheme indeed,
Juftification may be an incomplete Thing. But the
Misfortune attending this Scheme, is, that it has no
Foundation in Scripture. The Scripture knows no-
thing of it; the Scripture declares againft it; and
acknowledges, as but one Faith, but one Bapnfm,
fo but one Juftification.

‘['his is the grand fcriptural Maxim ; HE bath,
by one Oblation, perfelted for ever, them that are fanéti-
fied.  The Oblation is one, needing no Repetition,
‘and no -Appendage. It does not partially accom-
plith, but perfets the Bufinefs of Juftification.
Perfects it, not at the laft only, but from firft to
laft; yea, for ever and ever. In behalf of all thofe,
who are fan&ified ; or-made Partakers of this great’
Sacrifice, and this divine Atonement.

" This is the fine fcriptural INuftration; The Her,
even while be is a Child, is Lord of all. You have
perhaps, a Son born. Upon this Child you multi-
ply your Favours and Carefles. He grows in Wife
dom and Stature. Yet neither your Favours, nor
his Growth, add any Thing to his Sonthip, nmor
augment his Right to your Inheritance, With both
thefe he was invefted, - the firft Moment he drew
Breath, So, we are no fooner juftified, than we
are Heirs; Heirs of GOD, and joint Heirs with
CHRIST. The Perception and Enjoyment of this
Privilege may increafe. But the Privilege itfelf; like
the Birth-right of the Firft-born, is incapable of
Augmentation,

Would Mr. 7#flzy, with the Followers of Armi-
-nius, exclude the Rig Yhtcoufnefs of CHRIST; and

' mtroduCe
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introduce fomething of Man’s, as the efficient, or
as a concurrent, Caufe of Juftification? Then like-
wife his Notion of a gradual, a variable, an incom-
plete Juftification, muft enfue. Whether it be
Faith, which he would introduce for this Purpofe,
or Repentance, or fincere Obedience, or whatever
elfe he pleafes; according to the Meafure of thefe
Works or Graces, muft be the Degree of Juftifica-
tion. .And not only as to different Perfons, but as
to the fame Perfon, at different Times.

Farther ; fince all thefe Kndowments are, fo long
as we continue in the prefent State, imperfe& ; our
Juftification muft, according to this Plan, unavoida-
bly partake of their Imperfe&ions. It cannot be en-
tire and lacking nothing, till Mortality is fwallow-
ed up of Life.—But how contrary is this to a
Cloud of Witnefles from the Scriptures! Yz are,
even now, juffified. He hath, even in this prefent
Time, reconciled you to GOD. Through the Birth
and Death of IMMANUEL, there is not only
Peace on Earth, but Good-will towards Men 5 evdoxiar,

Favour, Complacency, and Love, from the holy
G OD, to the fallen Soul. And is not this complete
Juftification ?
¢ There may be as many Degrees in the Favour,
¢« as.in the Image of GOD.”—This Objeétion
turns upon a Suppofition, that the Favour of GOD
towards us, is occafioned by the Image of GOD in
us. Which is the Doétrine of the Law; the very
Language of Heathenifm ; and has not a Savour of
that Gofpel, in which CHRIST is all. And I
think myfelf more concerned, to remove fuch very
prejudicial Miftakes, than to fift and adjuft any nice
Speculations, relating to Degrees of the divine Fa-
‘ vout,
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vour. Afpafio has touched this Point. Referring
you to his Obfervation, I fhall' confine myfelf to a
more interefting Subject.

Itis CHRIST, who has redeemed us to GO D, to
the Favour and Fruition of GOD, by his Blosd.
By his Blood alone, without any Aid from our
Goodnefs, or any Co-operation from any Crea-
ture.—His Work pleafes GOD. His Work mag-
nifies the Law. His Work is incomparably the -
nobleft of all Things in Heaven or Earth. This
therefore is our Recommendation to the divine Ma-

Jjefty. Interefted in this, we ftand perfe&ly righte-
ous before the KIN G immortal, and fhall be eter-
nally acceptable in his Sight. 1t was only on Ac~
count of Abrabam’s Supplication, that GOD fhewed
Compaffion to Abimelech. 1t was only on Account
of Fob’s Interceffion, that the LORD was pacified
fowards his three Friends. And it is only on Ac-
count of CHRTST’s Rightcoufnefs, that the
HIGH and HOLY ONE beholds any Child of
Adam with Complacency and Delight. To ¥ESUS
alone belongs the Honour of reconciling, juftifying, .
faving the innumerable Millions of redeemed Sin-
ners. And is not the L A M B that was flain, wor-.
thy to be thus honoured, and thus exalted ?

Is then our own internal and external Goodnefs
of no Avail in this Matter ?—Let us hear the elo-
quent /faiah, the Evangelift of the Fewih Church.
The lofty Looks of Man fhall be humbled, and the Haugh-
tinefs of Men [ball be bowed down; and the LOR D,
the LORD JESUS CHRIST, alone, fhall be exaited.
in that Day.—Does this Text, it may be faid,
relate to the Gofpel, and the Cafe of Acceptance-
with GOD? Or is it poffible to make what follows,

confiftent
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confiftent with fuch an Interpretation ?—Let us fee,
whether it be not, by the HOLY GHOST himfelf,
made perfeétly confiftent with fuch a Senfe.

The Day of the LORD of Hofts, in the propheti-
cal Scriptures, generally and principally fignifies the
‘Tinie of the Golpel-Diipenfation. When the LURD
puts the finithing Hand to his Revelation ; gives the
brighteft Difplay of his Grace; and gathers together
all Thingsin CHRIST, ) ,

This Day, and its Influence, fhall caufe a wonder-
ful Revolution in, what is called, the religious, virs.
tuous, moral World. It fhall fall like a I'hunder-’
bolt upon every Idol, fet up in the Hearts of Men;
fhall prove their Wifdom to be Folly; their Ability'
to be Impotence ; all their Works to be worthlefs.

This Prophecy, being fo repugnant to our No-
tions, and fo difguftful to our Inclinations, is afferted
and enforced with the greateft Particularity, both as
to Perfons and to Things. ,

As to Perfons.— For the Day of the LORD of Hofls
foall be upow—whom ? Upon the fordid Wretch, or ‘
the fcandalous Sinner? Rather upon every one that is
proud and lofty in his own Conceit; pluming himfelf
with the Notion of fome imaginary Pre-eminence
above his Neighbour. It fhall be likewife upon every
one, that is lifted up in the Efteem of others. Either
on Account of Roman Virtue, or Athenian Philofophy,
or Pharifaical Zeal. And, notwithftanding his af-
piring Pretenfions, or glittering Accomplithments,
he fball be brought low ; fhall be degraded to the Rank.
of aloft, undone helplefs Sinner.

So that none fhall have it in bis Power to fay, ¢ I
¢ am better than thou. I fland upon more henour-,
<« able Terms with wy MAKER, and am a fitter,

o ¢ Object
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« Objeét for his Favour.” They fhall all be like
Prifoners, confined in the fame Dungeon, and lia-
ble to the fame Condemnation. Every one of them
equally defltitute of any Plea for Juftification; and
all of them, as to Acceptance with their CREATOR,
without any Difference. No Difference, in this
refpe&, between the accomplithed Gentleman, and
the infamous Scoundrel ; no Difference between the
virtuous Lady, and the vile Proftitute. No Diffe-
rence at all, as to the Way and Manner of their
obtaining Salvation. So that the Whole may ap-
pear to be of Grace.

As to Things.—This Part of the Subje&t is il-
luftrated by a grand Aflemblage of Images ; -.compre-
hending all that is moft diftinguifhable in the vifible
Creation, and denoting whatever is moft admired or
celebrated among the Sons of Men.—QOaks and Ce-
dars are the moft ftately Produtions of vegetable
Nature. Therefore the Day fhall be upen all the Ce~
dars of Lebanon, and upon all the Oaks of Bafban.—
Hills and Mountains are the moft confpicuous and
majeftic Elevations of the Earth. Therefore the
Day thallbe upen all the high Mountains, and upon all the
Hills that are lifted up.—Towers and Cities are the
moft magnificent Works of human Art. Therefore
the Day fhall be upon every high Tower, and upon
every fenced Wall.—The Ships of, Tar/bifb are put for
the Wealth, the Advantages, and the various Im-
provements, procured by Navigation and Commerce,
Pleafant Piclures may reprefent every elegant and
refined Embellithment of civil Life.—~The whole
Collection of Metaphors, feems to exprefs all thofe
Attainments, Pofleffions, and Excellencies, which
are fuppofed to add Dignity to our Nature, or Sta-

G bility
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bility te our Hopes; to conftitute a Portion, in
which we ourfelves may reft fatisfied, or-a Recom-
mendation, which may entitle us to the Favour of
Heaven.

.Yet all thefe Things, before the Requirements of
GOD’s Law, and before the Revelation of his Righ-
seoufnefs, fhall be eclipfed and difgraced. Thrown
20 the Bats, and configned over to Obfcurity; thrown
to the Moles, and trampled into the Duft. So that
in the Porfuit of eternal Life, none fhall regard
them ; or elfe regard them, only to defpife them.

Thus, fays the Prophet a fecond Time—To ren-
der the Work of Humiliation effeGual, he redoubles
his Blow. May our whole Souls feel the Energy of
his vigorous Expreflions ! Thus /ball the Loftinefs of
AMoan be bowed down, and the Haughtinefs of Men fball
be laid low. Al Notion ef perfonal Excellency fet
afide, they fhall be bafe and vile in their own Eyes.
Acknowledge the Impoflibility of being reconciled

by any Duties of their ewn, and place all their
~ Confidence on the propitiating Death and” meritori-
ous Obedience of FESUS CHRIST, Theylefs
than nothing ; HE all in all,

With this important Sentiment I clofe my Letter;
not without an ardent With, that it may fink inte
our Thoughts, and dwell vpen both our Hearts,

Your’s, &,

LETTER

-
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L ETTZETR V.

REv. S1R,

OUR Iaft, and feveral of your other Objedtia
. ons, appear more like Notes and Memorana
dums, than a juft Plea to the Public, or a fatifs
factory Explanatien of your Opinion. They have
rather the Air of a Caveat, than_a Confutation;
and we are often at a lofs tg difcern, how far your
Remonftrance is either forcible or appofite.

Brief Negatives, laconic Affertions, and quick In-
terrogatories, opened by no pertinent Illuftrations,
fupported by no fcriptural Authority, are more likely
to ﬁaggcr, ftun, and puzzle, than to fettle our No-
tions in Religion. You feem, Sir, to have forgotten,
that Propofitions are not to be eftablithed, with the
~ fame Eafe, as Doubts are ftarted. And therefore

have coatented yourfelf with a Brevity, which pro-
duces but little Convi&ion, and more than a little
- Obfeurity.

This Brevity of yours, is the Caufe, and I hope,
will be the Excufe, of my Prolixity. Which, I pera
ceive, is growing upon my Hands, much more than
Iintended. If you had been pleafed to fhew your
Arguments at full Length, and to accampany with
Proof your Glofles upoa Scripture, the Reader would
then have been able to determijne the preponderating

Evidence, between yousfelf and Apafio. And my
G 2 Trouble
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Trouble had been confiderably leflened, perhaps
quite fpared.

An Inftance of the foregomg Remark, is the Ob-
jection which follows.—St. Paul often mentions a
Righteoufnefs imputed, fays Afpafio.  Not a Righ-
<« teoufnefs, fays Mr. Wefley; never once; but
¢ fimply Righteoufnefs.”—St. Paul mentions &xa:-
ooum,. the Righteoufnefs which is imputed, both
with and without the Gres# Article. And do nei-

- ther of thefe fignify  Righteoufnefs ? This is a Piece
of Criticifm, as new to me, as it is nice in itfelf.—
Befides, where is the Difference between 2 Righ-
teoufnefs, and Righteoufnefs? Is not every Righte-
oufnefs, a Righteoufnefs? Is not every Perfon, a
Perfon? And every prodigious Refinement, a pro-
digious Refinement 2—1 thought, Mr. #%fley had

- known how to employ his Time better than in fplit-
ting, or thus attempting to fplit Hairs,

To what Purpofe, Sir, is this exceffive Refine-
ment? Many of your Readers, I apprehend, will
find it difficult to conje&ture, For my own Part, I
freely confefs, that I could not, for a confiderable
Time, difcern your Aim. Nor can I, even now,
difcover any other Defign, than a forced Endeavour,
to exclude the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST; and
introduce a miftaken Something of your own, to
officiate in its Stead.—As the Thread of your Criti-
cifm is fpun extremely fine, we muft examine it with
the clofeft Attention, But firft let me juft take
Notice—

That Afpafie, in Confequence of his Obferva-
tion, deduced from the Apoftle’s Language, afks;
What or whofe Righteoufnefs can this be? To
which Mr. efley anfwers; < He tells you hmlx‘felfh

& Yai

i
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¢« Faith is imputed for Righteoufnefs.””—But have
you never read Afpafio’s Interpretation of this Text ?
If not, be fo impartial, as to caft your Eye upon the
tenth Dialogue. There he confiders this Paflage at
large, and lays before you his Expofition of the
Words. Not impofing it, without affigning a Rea-
fon. But together with his Expofition, prefenting
you with the Grounds of his Opinion. If you can
overthrow them, try your Strength and your Skill,
They ftand ready to receive your Attack ; bcmg, at
prefent, in full Pofleflion of the Field.

However, if you will not advert to-bis Thoughts;
allow me, if I can, to penetrate yours. < St. Paul
*#¢ never mentions a Righteoufnefs, but fimply Righ-
%¢ teoufnefs.”” Thus, I prefume, you argue—
“ Not a Righteoufnefs ; that might feem to denote
¢ fome real Righteoufnefs; fome atual Confor-
€ mity to ‘the divine Law, imputed to Sinners -for
s¢ their Juftification.—Whereas, if Faith be fubfti-
¢ tuted, inftead of this real Righteoufnefs ; if Faith
5¢ be all that to us, which our own Obedience to
4 the Law fhould have been; and which Apafio
¢ fuppofes, the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST is ap-
« pointed to be; if Faith itfelf be all this to us, then
% we are made righteous without @ Righteoufnefs,
"#¢ Something is accounted to us for Righteoufnefs,
« which is really no fuch Thing.—~Then we fhall
% be under no Neceffity of fubmitting to the Righ-
<« teoufnefs of our GOD and SAVIOUR, but may
¢ eafily be furnifhed out of our own Stock.”

Is not this, or fomething like this, your Way of
.Reafoning? Do you not, in this Manner, under-
ftand Faith imputed for Righteoufnefs? Not as de-
giving all its Efficacy, all its Significancy, from its

G3 moft
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moft magnificent Obje&t. But as being itfelf the
Efficient of Juftification ; the very Thing, for
which we are acceptcd In Oppofition to < the
¢¢ wicked and vain Commentaries of the Caltiniffs,
¢ which fay, that all this is refident in CHRIST,
¢ and apprehended by Faith.”

This led me to ufe that fingular Expreffion, ¢ a
> ¢ miftaken Something.” Sifce this is an egregious
Miftake of Faith ; of its Nature, its End, its Ima-
port.—Of its Nature. For, it is a going out of
Self, and a flying to CHRIST, for Pardon, fot
Peace, and for every fpiritual Blefling.—Of its £nd.
For, it is ordained, to preclude all Boafting. That
itlelf may be nothing. That its Owner may bé
nething. That the Grace of GO D, and the
Righteoufnefs of CHRIST, may be alt in all,—
Of its Import. For it fays, according ¢o the Pro-
_phet; Inthe LORD, notin myfelf, have I Righte-

oufnefs. It would expoftulate, in the Words of -the
Apoftle, with its over-weaning and doating Admi-
rers; ye Men of Ifrael, why look ye fo earneftly on
me ; as though by my own Power or Dignity, I had
procured your Reconciliation, and rendered you ac-
cepted? The GOD of Abrabam, Ifaac, and Facod
has glorified his SON FESUS, and appropriated
. this Honour to his Obedience and Death. In the
Matter of Juftification, it is my Bufinefs, not to fur.
nifh a Contingent, not to fupply any Part, but to
. receive the Whole from his Fulnefs.

On CHRIST’s Death Sinners are to rely, ds
the Caufe of their Forgivenefs; on CHRIST’s
Obedience, as the Ground of their Acceptance.
#¢ How dces this agree with pag. 587”—Be pleafed
to turn back, Sir; and with a very little Attention,

you
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you will perceive the Agreement. Then let me de-
fire you to turn inward; and you will, probably,
difcern more than a little Difingenuity, in your own
Procedure. Since you refolve to ftop your Ears
againft the Author’s Explanation, his very particu-
lar Explanation and Reftriction of his own Mean-
ing*.—If you was examining a mathematical Sy-
ftem, you would always carry in your Memory, the
leading Problems ar introdutory Axioms. If you
did not, your own Judgment would blame you.
And when you neglect to do the fame, in canvafling
a theological Treatife, does not your own Confei-
ence reprove you?

Qur LORD commends fuch Kinds of Benefi-
cence only, as were exercifed to a Difciple, in the
Name of a Difciple. Here Mr. Wefley afks ; ¢ Is
¢« not this a Slip of the Pen?”—Read the Paflage,
Sir; and anfwer yourfelf. What are our LORD’s
Words ? Inafmuch as ye bave dons it te thefe my Bre-
thren. Have you net then as much Reafon, to
charge our divine MASTER with a 8lip of the
Tongue, as to charge Afpafic with a Slip of the
Pen? It is undeniably plain, that he does in Fa&
commend only fuch Kinds of Beneficence, as was
exercifed towards bis Brethren. And I prefume, you

Gg will

. . §8. Afpafio, {peaking of the Obedien {
Deat{lnolf)%g‘Hs'IgI S#,/p;rof%'edly%eclares ; €€ Ho»cvz\?:i .
# therefore, 1 may happen to exprefs myfelf, I never*
#¢ confider them, as atting in the sxclyfve Senfe; but
« would always have them underftood, as a grand and
“¢ glorious Aggregate. Looking upon our SAVIOUR’s
« uaiverfal Obedience, which commenced at his Incar-
« pation; was carried on through his Life; and termi-
¢¢ nated in his Death ;—looking upon all this, in its co/-
¢ Jeive Form, as the QObjett of my Faith, aund the
** Foundation of my Hope,”
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will readily grant, that bis Bretbren, the nobler Re-
lation, cannot be more extenfive than bis Dif:iples,
the inferior.

¢« Will not our LORD then commend all Kinds
« of Beneficence, provided, &¢.”’—Excufe my cut-
ting fhort your Speech. You are rambling from the
Point. What CHRIST will do, is quite another
Queftion. Apafio neither denies, nor affirms ‘any
Thing, on this Subject. All that he confiders, is,
what appears to.be really done, in that particular
Defcription of the laft Day, and its awful Procefs:
‘Nor will he fcruple to affirm, a fecond Time, that
our LORD applauds fuch A&s of Beneficence only,
as were exercifed to a Difciple ; to Believers; to his
Brethren.

The righteous Judge fpecifies this Sort of Muni-
ficence, becaufe it is a fure Indication of one be-
gotten by the Word of Truth. It is a Teft, which
none but the Saints and Faithful in CHRIST
FESUS will come up to.  And a Chriftian is moft
properly diftinguithed, not by what he does in com-
mon with others, but by the different Principle
from which he a&ts.—Of this Particularity Apafio
takes Notice, on Purpofe to warn, as well as to
exhort his Readers. Exhort them, that they may -
abound in Works of Generofity. #arns them, that
their Works may fpring from the right Source,
Faith in the divine REDEEMER. :

¢ You are not willing to call Works of Benefi-
<« cence, though exercifed to a Samaritan or a Hea-
¢ then,” tranfient Bubbles.—No more is Apafio,
in the Senfe and Manner, which you would infinu-
ate. He calls them fuch, not abfolutely, but rela-
tively, Not in themfelves, but with refpect to an

Affair,
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Affair, infinitely too great for them to tranfad,
either in Whole or in Part. In this View (as rela-
tive to Juftification) St. Paul calls them Dung,
which is defpicable and fordid. Surely th/en Apafio
may call them Bubbles, which are fiewy but infigni-
ficant.—I don’t call the Defk, on which I write, a
mere Egg-Shell.  Yet I fhould not hefitate to fay;
‘Tt is fcanty as an Egg-Shell, if appointed to tranfport
an Army:to the Indies; feeble as an Egg-Shell, if
fet up as a Wall of Munition, againft a Battery of
Cannon. ,

How muft Chriftians exceed the Scribes and Pha-
rifees? To this Afpafio replies. Not only in being
fincere ; in having Refpe@t unto all GOD’s Com-
mandments ; but alfo in pofleffing a complete Righ-
teoufnefs. Nor can this be any Thing lefs, than
the perfe& Obedience of our great MEDIATOR.—
« Did our LORD mean this? Nothing lefs.”—
Peremptorily affirmed. But not fo eafily proved.—
Yes, you-add; ¢ He fpecifies in the following Parts
<« of his Sermon, the very Inftances, wherein the
« Righteoufnefs of a Chriftian exceeds that of the,
¢« Scribes and Pharifees,”—He does fo. But is it
not an abfolutely complete Righteoufnefs ? A Meek~
nefs, without the leaft Emotion of Refentment. A
Purity, without the leaft Stain of evil Concupifcence.
A Love, a Long-Suffering, a Perfeion, fuch as
our FATHER which is in Heaven exercifes:
Now if this does not exceed the Righteoufnefs of all
the Chriftians in the World, or if this is to be found
‘in any Charater, fave only in the Charater of our
great MEDIATOR, Iretract, moft freely retrat

my Opinion. '
' The
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The Difcourfe relates to that Righteoufnefs, by
which we are faved; or, by Virtue of which, we
- enter into the Kingdom of Heaven®. And why,
Sir, why will you not refign the Honour of obtain-
ing Salvation, to the moft blefled IMM AN UEL’s

Blood and Obedience ? Why will you hedge up your

People’s Way to the immortal Manfions, by teach-
ing them to depend upon Duties and Attainments of
their own ?—Should any one, hearing this Do&rine,
that the Law of the ten Commandments requires a
perfet, finlefs Obedience; that none can be de-
livered from the Wrath to come, or enjoy eternal
Life, without this unfinning, perfe® Obedience ;
fhould fuch a one, ftruck with Surprife and Anxiety,
enquire; “ Who then can bc faved!”” What An.
fwer would Mr. #efley give '—The Anfwer we

would make, is obvious and full of Confolation.
: : « No

* Chriflus magna affeveratione pronuntiat, pharifaicam
illam’juftitiam, qua non perfeiffime habet integram legis im-
pletionem, non poffe ingredi regnum calorum. Suorum igitur
Juftitiam wslteffe abundantiorem, boc eff, fuos wult adjudicium
Dei, afferre abundantiffimam, pleniffimam, &5 perfeldiffimam
Jufbitiam,ut per ac propter eam poffent ingredi regnum cxlorum.
Eam wero, quia in fe non inveniunt, fide quarunt & appre-
bendunt in impletione legis, a Chrifto pro mobis prefita. Vid,
Cueunitil Harm. Evang. p. 722.

A truly valuable Work. In which the learned Reader
will find many Traces of lively Devotion ; many Pieces
" of folid Criticifm ; and many fine Views opened, to fee
more clearly the Wifdom, Beauty, and tranfcendent
Excellency of our blefled REDEEMER’s Life, This
Book is particularly eftimable, for difplaying with great
Perfpicuity, and enforcing with proportionable Zeal, that
diftinguithed Article of Chriftianicy, Fufification through
the Righteoufusfs of JESUS CHRIST.” Which is, as
our Author very emphatically fpeaks, Ip/fifimum evangelii
[fundamenturns. .

’
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« No Man, by his own Performances. But Sal-
« yation is to be fought, Salvation is to be obtained,
« by the Righteoufnefs of Another. Even by the
"« confummate Obedience of our LORD ?ESUS
« CHRIST”

He brings this fpecious Hypocrite to the Teft.— ‘
« How does it appear, you afk, that this young
« Ruler was a Hypocrite ?”—It appears from his
Condu&.. For, he came kneeling to our SAVIOUR,
as one fincerely defirous of learning his Duty; yet,
- when inftru&ed in it, he would not perform it.—It
appears from your own Chara&er of him. You fay,
"« He loved the World.”" Then' the Love of the
FATHER was not in him. ~That he pretended
to the Love of GOD, is evident from his own
Words. That he had no real Love, is certain from
your own Acknowledgment, 1f Pretence, without
Reality, be not Hypocrify, pleafe to inform us,
what is.—It is farther apparent, from your Defcant
on the Cafe. ¢ Therefore he could not keep any
« of the Commandments in their fpiritual Senfe.”
And it is a fure, as well as important Truth, that
whoever pretends to keep the Commandments, yet
does not keep them in their fpiritual Meaning, is &
Deceiver of himfelf ; a Deceiver of others; a Hy-
pocrite.

« The keeping of the Commandments, fays Mr,
« Wefley, is undoubtedly the Way to, though not
« the Caufe of eternal Life.”—How then came it
to pafs, that our LORD FESUS CHRIST, ihould
declare ? I am the Way. The Way, to what? To
the Favour of GOD; to the Fruition of GOD; .
to every fpiritual Blefling; or in other Words, ta

cternal Life.~—After fuch a Claim, from fucha l;er-

-
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fon, may I not, without the Imputation of undue

Confidencey deny your Aflertion in your own Form

of Speech? ¢ The keeping of the Commandments

¢ undoubtedly cannot be the Way to eternal Life;”

. fince this is an Honour, this is a Prerogative, which
the all-glorious REDEEMER has challenged to
himfelf.

Hence your Diftin&tion, between the #zy to, and
the Caufe of, appears to have no Countenance from
Scripture. And will it not, upon a Review, appear
to have as little Support from Reafon? Caft your
Eye upon yonder Bridge. It is thrown over a deep
and wide River. It is the Way, the only Way,
whereby I crofs the Water, and arrive at the oppo-
fite Bank. If fo, is it not likewife the Caufe of my
fafe Arrival on the other Side? There may be, in
this Cafe, other Caufes, concomitant or fubordinate.
But the Bridge is the grand one ; that which every
Body chiefly regards; and to which my Paffage is
always afcribed.

CHRIST therefore is the Way, the only Way,
to Life and Immortality. By his precious Blood,
and by his divine Righteoufnefs, we pafs the Gulph
of Wrath and Deftruction. By the Things which
He has done, by the Pains which he has endured,
we enter the Realms of Peace and Joy. According-
ly, we are exhorted to walk in Him ; and are affured,

that as many as walk in this Way, fball renew their
Strength, ‘This is, what the Apoftle calls, the new
and hiving Way. This is, what the Plalmift ftyles,
the Way everlafling. . And though other Ways may

Sfeem right unto a Mn, yet the End thereof are the Ways
of Death.

A Doubt,
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" A Doubt, perhaps, may arife in the Reader’s
Mind, fuggefted by the Words of the Prophet ; A
High-Way fball be there, and a Way, and it fhall be
called the Way of Holinefs. True. The Way is
C HR IS8T, the incarnate G O D, with all his Gifts,
Privileges, and Bleflings. [t fball be called the Way
of Holinefs *. None can enter and advance therein,
yet continue carnal and unclean. All that travel this
Road, renounce the hidden Things of Darknefs,
and do the Works of Righteoufnefs. It does not
indeed find, but it afluredly makes, the Paflengers .
righteous. And though Holinefs is not their Way,

yet it is a principal Part of their Bufinefs, while they
walk in CHRIST., . -

. Afpafis,

® I/asi. xxxv. 8. Upon this Subje&, Dr. Owsn fpeaks
excellently. ¢ CHRIST is the Medium of Communi-
¢« cation between GOD and us. In Him we meet; in
¢« Him we walk. All Influences of Love, Kindnefs,
¢« Mercy from GOD to us, are through Him ; all our
¢« Returns of Love, Delight, Faith, Obedience unto
¢« GOD, are all through %I . He being that one Way,
¢« GOD fo often promifeth his People :'ind it isa glo-
«¢ rious Way, Ifa. xxxv. 8. An High-Way, a Way of
¢ Holinefs, a Way that none can err 1n, that once enter
<¢ jt. Which is further fet forth, f/a. xlii. 16. All other
¢« Ways, all other Paths but this, go down to the Cham-
¢ bers of Death: They all lead to walk contrary to
¢« GOD.” :

See a Treatife, entitled Communion with GOD. By
Joun Owen, D. D. Which prefents us with the Spirit
and Quinteflence of the Gofpel ; with the nobleft Privi- -
leges and ftrongeft Confolations of Chriftianity ; anima-
ting us thereby to all the Duties of holy Obedience.—
Here are Pinks and Rofes in the Path, Milk and Honey
in the Cup. Marrow and Fatnefs on the Table. In.
many Treatifes, the Author has done worthily ; but in
this, I think, he excelleth them all.
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Afpafio, having Occafion to fpeak of Abraham's
Faith, quotes the Words of the Apoftle; By Horks
his Faith was made perfeld. Which he thus explains ;
¢ His Faith hereby anfwered its proper End, and
¢ appeared to be of the true, the triumphant,
% the fcriptural Kind. Since it overcame the
“ World, overcame Self, and regarded GOD as
< all in all.”—To this Mr. #fley replies, with the
Solemnity of a Cenfor, and the Authority of a
Di&ator ; ¢« No. The natural Senfe of the Words
« js, By the Grace {uperadded, while he wrought
¢« thofe Works, his Faith was fiterally made per-
¢ fe&.”—Your Proof, Sir. What have You to
make good this Interpretation? There is not a
Word in the Text about Grace fuperadded. This
is not affigned as the Caufe of a perfeCted Faith.
Nay, the facred Writer exprefsly affigns another.
By Works, fays St. Fames, his Faith was made per-
fe&. No, fays Mr. Wefley; but by Grace juperaddéd.

_ 8St. Famas affirms one Thing ; Mr. Wefley affirms the
contrary ; and who am I, that I fhould decide be-
tween two fuch Difputants? But I believe, the
Reader will, without my Interpofal, eafily chufe his
Side.

Perhaps, you will reply; if this is not the true
Senfe, produce a better.—One lefs oppofite: to the
natural Import of the Words, and the apparent
Meaning of the Apoftle, is already produced. Do
you infift upon another? I will then refer you te
abler Judges.—Shall I fend to an Expofitor, whom
you yourfelf admire? Dr. Doddridge thus comments
upon the Text. < His Faith was perfecied by Works ;
¢« the Integrity of it, was made fully apparent, to
« himfelf, to Angels, to £ OD.”ew-Shall § remit

4 you
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you to an Expofitor, who can neither deceive, nor
be deceived ! The GOD of Glory fays ; Ay Strength
is made perfelt in Weaknefs. Moade perfeci! How?
Is there any fuch Thing, as a Super-Addition to
G OD Almighty’s Power, while He exerts it in Be-
half of his People? This none can imagine. But it
'is hereby manifefted, to their Comfort, and his
Glory. The fame Word is ufed concerning Abra-
bam’s Faith, and concerning the GOD of Atraham’s
Strength. Why then fhould it not be underflood
in the fame Senfe ? Here, it is vanddas ; there it is
diaewbs. And, in both Places, it fignifies, not
¢ literally made perfedt,” but illuftrioufly difplayed.

Shall I fend you to a familiar Iluftration? I view,
from my Window, a young Tree. The Gardener,
when he planted it, told me; 1t was a Fruit-Tree,
a Pear-Tree, a right Beaxté du Roy. It may be
fuch a T'ree, and have its refpeQive Seed in itfelf, But ,
this did not then appear. 1f, when Autuma arrives,
its Branches are laden with Fruit, with Pears, with
that delicious Kind of Pears ; this will be a Demon-
ftration of all thofe Properties. This will, not
make it fuch a particular Tree ; no, nor make it a
good and fruitfal Tree; but only fhew it to be of
that fine Sort, or make its Nature, and PerfeQtions -
evident.

St. Fames fpeaks of the Jultification of our Faith;
thus proceeds Affafe. And thus replies Mr. & fey;
¢« Not unlefs you mean by that odd Exprefion, eur
< Faith being made perfect.”’—I mean fuch a Per-

feltion of Faith, as is mentioned above., Other

" Perfe@ion [ find mot, either in Books or Men, Was
Faith porfe®, in your Senfe of the Weord, Love,
Joy, and sl Holmes would be perfe likewife.
Corref-
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Correfpondent to the Principle, would be the State
of the Produ@ion. There would be no longer any
Caufe for that Petition, which the Difciples put up;
LORD, increafe our Faith. Nor for that Suppli-
cation, which you and I, fo long as we continue
Members of the Church of England, muft ufe; Give
unto us the Increafe of Faith, Hope, and Charity !

You call the Juftification of our Faith an « odd
« Expreflion.”—Is it not founded on the Tenour of
the Apoftle’s Difcourfe ? Is it not the native Refult
of the Apoftle’s Inquiry? Shew me thy Faith. Prove
it to be real and unfeigned. Prove it by fuch A&s,
as demontftrate, you truftin ¥ ESUS alone for ever-
lafting Life. If it ftands this Teft, we fhall ac-
knowledge it to be that precious Faith, whofe Au-
thor is GOD, and whofe End is Salvation.—Is not

‘that a Juftification of Faith, which difplays its Sin-
cerity, and renders it without Rebuke? Somewhat
like this, would be reckoned a Juftification of any
Perfon, or of any other Thing, and why not of
Faith? o

Something, you fee, Sir, may be faid, in Vindi-
cation of this Expreflion. However, if it be thought
improper ; if it tend to create any Confufion in our
Sentiments ; or to draw off our Attention from that
grand Idea, which is peculiar to the Word Juftifica-
tion; the Idea, I mean, of being made righteous bee
fore GOD. 1 freely give it up; I will alter it in-
my Book; and ufe it no more.

He that doeth Righteoufnefs, is righteous. He mani-
fefts the Truth of his Converfion, and juftifies his
Profeflion from all Sufpicion of Infincerity. —¢¢ Nay;
« fays 'Mr. Wefley, the plain Meaning is, he alone is
« truly righteous, whefe Faith worketh by Love.”’—

¢
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Your Expofition may be true, and Apafi’s no lefs
true. I leave the Reader to determine, which is
moft exally fuitable to the Apoftie’s arguing.—He
is fpeaking of the Chriftian Righteoufnefs. That
which renders us righteous before GOD. That
which Flefh and Blood could never have difcovered,
Which therefore was gracioufly revealed in the Gof.
pel, and is the principal Subjet of Gofpel-Preaching. -
As then there were, and always would be, man
Pretenders to the noble Privilege, St. Fobn lays
~ down a Maxim of a Touchftone, to diftinguith the
Sincerc_ from the Hypocrite. He they uniformly .
veth Righteoufnefs, in'a Way of SanQification 3 hey,
and he only, is to be acknowledged by us, as truly
righteous by Way of Juftification, '
Far be it from me, Sir, to be fond of wrangling,
Where you hit upon the T'ruth, or come pretty near
it, I fhall never be eager to oppofe. On the con.
trary, I fhall be very defirous to agree; and preferve, -
as much as poffible, both the Unity of Opinion, and
the Harmony of Affetion.—Your own Interpreta~
tion fhall take place. Only let your Working be the
Sign and Fruit of a righteous State, not that which
makes or conflitutes us righteoys. The Righteouf«
nefs of fallen Creatures, /s not of themfelves, but of
me, faith the LORD, ltis brought in and accom-
plithed by HIM, whom GOD hath fet forth te
be their MEDIATOR and SURETY. Sq that
we are made righteous, not by doing any Thing
whatfoever, but folely by believing in ¥ESUS.
Our Charaéter as the Redeemed of the LORD, is,
O s misivs; Men, having their Exiftence, their
Subfiftence, their all, by Faith, Hence it comes to -
pafs, that we really are, what the Apoftle affirms,
. H . in
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the following Words; Righteous, even as He is Righ-
teous. Not barely righteous, as the moral Heathens,
by Dint of human Refolution. Not barely righteous
as the reputable Fews, by the Influence of their legal
Sanctions. But righteous with that very Righteouf~
nefs, which adorns, and exalts, and will eternally
ditinguifh the only begotten SON of GOD.

It remains to be enquired; /#hat Faith is moft
likely to operate, in this excellent and bappy Man-
ner ! I mean, to work by Love.—Let me illuftrate
the Point by a fhort Apologue; then releafe the
Reader from his Attention, and the Wnter from,
his Tafk. -

A Cevrtam King had two Favourites, whom he
honoured with his peculiar Regard, and enriched
with a ceafelefs Liberality. T'hey both, infenfible
of their vaft Obligations, became Traitors'and Re-
bels. Being convi@ed of T'reafon againft their So-
vereign, he was determined to overcome their Evil
with Good. Accordingly, when they had nothing
to plead in their own Behalf, he generoufly forgave
them both. The one he difnifled from Prifon, and
fuffered to live unmolefted on his private Inheritance.
‘The other he reftored to all his high Preferments,
and public Employs. He adorned him again with
the Robe of Honour, and admitted him again into
the Bofom of Favour.—Which of thein, now, will
feel the warmeft AffeGion for their Sovereign?
Which of them will be moft ready to ferve him on

~all Occafions? And, if Need be, to'hazard even
Life in his Defence?—He, doubtlefs, on whom
moft was beftowed.

And is not that Perfon moft likely to work and
obey, from a Principle of Love ; who believes, that

9 = ~ his
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his divine LORD, has not only bore the Curfe,
but fulfilled the Law for Him? Has given Him, not
barely an Exemption from Punifhment, but a Title
to eternal Life? Yea; has cloathed him with his
own moft perfet and glorious Righteoufnefs. By
Virtue -of which, He will, ere long, be prefented
faultlefs before the Throne of Judgment, and have
an abundant Entrance into the everlafting King-
dom.—Will not the Faith of fuch unfpeakably rich
Grace, pacify the Confcience, and purify the Heart?
Awaken Gratitude to our heavenly Benefattor, and
enkindle Zeal for his Glory ? ‘Caufe us to difcharge
all the Duties of our Station chearfully, and withftand -
every Allurement to Evil refolutely ?

Surely, we may fay of this Faith, what David
faid of Goliah’s Sword ; There is none, there is nothing
like it. For all thefe blefled Purpofes, it is beyond
Compare, and I thould think, beyond Difpute, effi-
cacious.—That you, Sir, may know more of this
Faith, and difpute lefs againft it, is the fincere and
fervent Wifh of, &,

LETTETR VI

" Rev. S1Rr,

S this Letter th;y probably be pretty loisg, I
fhall not increafe the Prolixity by a Preface;
but enter upon it, without any farther Introdution. -

H2 Whofo



. 100 . LETTERS TO THE"' LET.6.

Whofs doeth thefe Things, faith David, fball never
Jall. Which Apafie thus interprets, ¢ fhall never
" ¢ fall into final Apoftacy.”—You are pleafed to re-
ply; ¢ David fays no fuch Thing. His Meaning
¢ is, whofo doeth thefe Things to the End fhall ne-
¢ ver fall into Hell.”—It would be a great Wonder,
I muft own, if he thould. But if he happens to fail,
atfome Times, and in fome Inftances, what becames
of him then ?—However, let you and I, Sir, be at
as little Variance as poffible. Where is the extraar-
dinary Difference, between yourfelf and Afpafio 2
If a Profeflor of Religion falls into Hell, muft he not
previoufly fall into final Apoftacy? And if he falls
into final Apoftacy, muft he not inevitably fall into
Hell?

When you infert the Claule, to the End, do you
interpret? Do you not rather interpolate the facred
Text? The Words of the Pfalmift relate to the pre-
fent Time, mwy doeth, not mwy Jhall do.  They
contain an Encouragement to thofe, who, at this In-
ftant, bring forth the Fruits of evangelical Righ-
teoufnefs. 'The Encouragement is deduced from the
comfortable Doctrine of final Perfeverance. It car-
ries this chearing Import ; « Whofoever believes in
« JEHOVAH, as laying all his Sins upon
“ CHRIST, and giving him eternal Life freely;
¢ whofocver, from this Principle of Faith, fincerely
¢ loves and willingly obeys GOD; He fhall never
< fall.”—The Words are =bwb ow 8%, He fhall ne-
ver be moved. A Phrafe, common among the Hebrews,
to denote the Stability of a Man’s Happinefs. An
immoveable Thing never falls, either one Way or
another, So, this nghtcous Perfqn thal] never fall;

gither
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either into final Apoftacy, which is the greateft Mi-
fery here ; or into Hell, which is the Confummation.
of leery hereafter.

But I begin to apprehend what you mean, and of
what you are jealous. Your Exclamation unravels
all; « How pleafing is this to Fleth and Blood!”
~—Under Favour, Sir, I cannot conceive, how this
Do&rine fhould be pleafing to Fleth and Blood.
‘Fleth and Blood, or corrupt Nature, is proud. Any
Scheme of Perfeverance, to be accomplithed by our
own Strength, would indeed be agreeable to the Vaw
nity of our Mind. But a Perfeverance, founded on
the Fidelity and the Power of GOD; a Perfeverance,
which acknowledges itfelf owing, not to any human
Sufficiency, but to an Union with CHRIST, and
the Interceflion of CHRIST ; this is a difgufting
Method. This is what the natural Man cannot
away with. You will find the Generality of People
utterly averfe to it.—Fleth and Blood will not fub-
mit, either to be made righteous before GOD, by
the imputed Righteoufnefs of CHRIST; or to be
made faithful unto Death, by the never-failing Faith-
fulnefs of CHRIST. Try your Friends; try your
Followers ; try your own Heart,, on this Point.

To the humble Believer, I acknowledge, this is
a moft pleafing and confolatory Do&rine. He, who

. feels his own Impotence ; who knows the Power of
his inbréd Corruptions ; and is no Stranger to the
Wiles of his fpiritual Enemy ; he will rejoice in the
Thought, that nothing fball pluck him out of bis al-
mighty REDEEMER’s Hand. That his Advocate
with the FATHER, will {uffer neither Principalities,

nor Powers, nor Life, nor Death, nor Things prefent,
 ner Tbmgs 10 comey nor-any other Creature, to feparate

H 3 him
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bim from the Love of G O D.—Without fuch a Per«
fuafion, we might too truly fay of the Chriftian’s
Joy, what Solomon faid of worldly Merriment ; I faid'
of Laughter, it is mad ; and of Mirth, what does it?
If he, who is to Day bafking in the divine Favour,
may before the Morrow be weltrmg in a Lake of
Fire; then Joy, even Joyin the HOLY GHOST
is unreafonable ; and Peace, even that Peace which -
paflfeth all Underftanding, is chimerical. A Build-
ing without a Bafis ; at leaft, a bowing Wall, and a
tottering Fence.

Let us examine the Do&rine, which Mr. We/fley
fays, is fo pleafing to Flefh and Blood; or, in
other Words, to carnal People. —What is the
Thing, which the Pfalmift teaches, and Afpafio pro-
fefles ? That the Perfons, who are defcribed in the
Pfalm *, fhall never apoftatize, from the true Faith,
or from true Obedience. s this fo agreeable to car~
nal People? Is it not rather unwarrantable in Mr.
Wefley to fuppofe, that carnal People either poflefs
true Faith, or perform true Obedience, or'can be
pleafed with either? Efpecially, fince the Apoftle af-
fures us, that the carnal Mind is not fubjeé? to the Law
of GOD, neither indeed can be.

®. The xvth P/alm, T apprehend, defcribes the perfe&
Charadter. That Perfettion, which CHRIST really
fulfilled ; and is the Righteoufnefs, in which GOD is
well pledfed The Children of the Truth are, by the

fame SPIRIT, led to imitate this Charaéter, according *
to the Meafure of their Faith. Yet fo imperfeétly, that
when compared with itin their own Perfons, they have

Reafon tq pray, Forgive us our Trefpaffes. Though, -
when co:mﬁdP ed as cloathed with the Fulfilment of all
in CHRIST, they may affure themfelves of Acceptance
with GOD, and ‘an everlaﬁmg Title. to the divine

- Favour,

Be-
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Befides ; are not the Duties, mentnoned by the
Plalmift, offenfive to Flefh and Blood? Do they not
require, or imply, the Mortification of our carnal

~ Appetites, and the Difcipline of our unruly Affec-
tions ! Can it be a welcome Piece of News to Fleth
and Blood, that this Mortification fhall take place ?
Inftead of being remitted, fhall increafe? And never,
never be difcontinued, till Mortality is fwallowed up
of Life >—If fo, the old Man which is corrupt, muft
be pleafed with the Curb, and the Dagger muft de-
light in its own Reftraint, and its own Deftru&ion.

-=—Such a Paradox we muft believe, before we can

* efpoufe Mr. W, ¢fley’s Notion ; That Flefh and Blood
are pleafed with the Do&rme of a final Perfeverance
in Self-denial, in Righteoufnefs, and true Holinefs.

¢ Should your Repentance be without a Failure,

¢ and without a Flaw; I muft ftill fay to my Friend,
¢ as our LORD replied to the young Ruler, One
¢ Thing Thou lackeff. In all thefe A&s of Humilia-
¢ tion, you have only taken Shame to yourfelf.
& Whereas, a Rightsoufnefs is wantmg, which may
“ magnify the Law, and make it honourable.”
Thefe are Apafio’s Words ; upon which Mr. erﬁey
animadverts, ¢¢ One Thing thou lackeft, the im-
¢« puted nghteoufnefs of CHRIST. Youcannot
¢ think this is the Meaning of the Text »—Neither
does Afpafio affirm this to be the Meaning. He only
ufes the Words by Way of Accommodation. Could
you demontftrate, that our LORD intended no fuch
Thing, yet the Sentence may not improperly ex-
prefs Afpafie’s Opinion. And if fo, be not unfit for
his Ufe. - - )

However, let us enquire into the exaét Meaning
of the T'ext. A very little Séarch will yield the de-

H 4 fired



104 LETTERS TO THE LET.6.

fired Satisfalion. Sell all thou haft, and give to the
Poory and thou fbalt have Treafure in Heaven. Trea-
fure in Heaven was what the young Gentleman
lacked. Could this be any other than CHRIST

himfelf? Is not CHRIST the Treafure, hid in the -

Field of the Gofpel? Is not CHRIST the Inheri-
tance, referved in Heaven for us? Is not a Commu-
nion with CHRIST, and an Enjoyment of CHRIST,
the fupreme Felicity of our Nature }—David was
of this Mind, when he publicly declared; #hom
bave I in Heaven but Thee ?—St. John was of this
Mind, when he folemnly averred; He that hath the
SON, bhath Life.—~Whoever is of another Mind, has
very inadequate, very unworthy Notions of Heaven
and its Happinefs.—Now if CHRIST himfelf was

- the One Thing needed, furely his Righteoufnefs could

not be fecluded. His Blood'and Obedience infepara-
bly accompany his Perfon. He that hath the Bride-
groom, hath his Riches alfo. '
In Oppofition to this Senfe, it ig affirmed, ¢ Cer-

¢ tainly the one Thing our LORD meant, was
¢ the Love of GOD.”—The Love of GOD is
certainly an eminent Bleffing. Poffefled, I fhould
imagire, only by thofe, who have firft obtained eter-
nal Life, by #nowing the true GOD and FESUS
CHRIST. But does our Love of GOD magnify
the Law; fatisfy Juftice; or obtain Heaven? Are we
pardoned, . are we reconciled, are we juftified, on
Account of our Love of G OD?—The young Ruler
wants that, which may open to him the Kingdom of
Heaven; and that, whereby he may inherit eternal
Life. Mr Wefley, fetting afide Pardon, Reconcilia-
tion, Juftification, together with the one perfe&
Righteoufnefs, which procures them, afcribes all to
: : ) our



LET. 6, REV. MR. WESLEY,  I0§

our Love of GOD. And, by this Means, not to
the true Love, arifing from the Knowledge of Him,
as manifefted in the Gofpel ; as having firft loved
us, in granting us Remiffion of Sins, freely through
FESUS CHRIST.—This Notion may pafs current
4t Rome *, not among the Proteflant Churches. Our
own Church has moft exprefsly difclaimed it. Speak-
ing of CHRIST and his precious Blood-fhedding,
fhe adds ; ¢ Whereby alone we are made Partakers
« of the Kingdom of Heaven.”

< Is the Obedience of CHRIST infufficient to
<« accomplifh our Juftification?”’—Here youwouldcor- |
re& both the Language, and the Do&rine. The Lan-
guage: for you fay, ¢ Rather T would afk, is the
« Death of CHRIST infufficient to purchafe it.”
~—To purchafe Juftification, you fuppofe, is more
proper and expreflive, than to accomplifh. As this
may feem a Strife of Words, I fhall difmifs it with«
out much Solicitude. Only I would tranfiently ob-
ferve, that to accomplifh, denotes more than to pur-
chafe, It denotes the conftituent Caufe ; what the
School-men call, the Matter of Juftification; 6r the
very Thing which effeGts-it. If your favourite
Phrafe implies all this, let it have the Pre-eminence.

Next, you corre&t the Dottrine, by faying; « I
“ would rather afk, is the Death of CHRIST infuffici-

- S ent to purchafe Fuflification?”’—I1 anfwer ; if you*

¢ The Council of Trent, by her Interpreter dndradius,
thus exprefles herfelf ; Chrifius obedientia fua non meruit
credentibus in ipfum falutem &5 vitam wternam ; fed hoc tan-
tummodo meruit, quod propter ipfum infunditur nobis charitas
inhaerens ; ut illa demam fit, que hominem Deo non tantum
gratum, fed pergratum ; non tantum acceptum, fed peracceptum
reddat ad vitam eternam. Vid. Chemnit. Exam. Conc.
~ 'I'rident. p. 146.
con-
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confider the Death of CHR IS T, as exclufive of his~
Obedience, it is infufficient. If you do not, there
is no great Reafon for your ftarting a Doubt, where
we both are agreed. And indeed it is fcarce worth
my while to take Notice of it. I will therefore re-
turn to the Diftin&ion, which you think proper to
make, between accomplithing and purchafing Jufti-
fication.—Why, Sir, would you fet afide the former
Phrafe ! Does it not imply, that which juftifies?
That very Thing, which commends us to GOD?
That very Righteoufnefs, in which we ftand accepted
before Him ? Does not this Way of exprefling guard
moft effe€tually againft the Errors.of Popery, and
exclude all' Co-efficiency of Faith, of Works, or
any Thing elfe whatever ?—I faid, the Errors of
Popery. For a Popifh Synod will allow; that we
are not juftified without the Righteoufnefs of
CHRIST, by which He hath merited Juftifica-
tion for us. But declares, at the fame Time; if
any Man fhall fay, we are formally righteous, by
that very Righteoufnefs, let him be accurfed.—Ac-
cording to this, which is no very good Confeffion,
the Righteoufnefs of CHR IS8T purchafes, but does
not accomplith ; it merits our Juftification, but does
not conflitute our juftifying Righteoufnefs. See, Sir,
whither your Refinements are leading you.

The Saints in Glory, fays AJpafw, alcribe the
whole of their Salvation to the Blood of the L A M B.
¢ So do I, replies Mr. Wefley ; and yet I believe,
¢ He obtained for all a Poffibility of Salvation.”—
Is this Objection pertinent ? Does Apafir’s Affertion
contradict your Belief? Does it not comprize, all
that you avouch, and much more? Is it poflible,
that Mr. ¢/ley, who is fuch a Mafter of Logic,

thould
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fhould drgue in this Manner ? ¢ The Saints in Glory
¢ afcribe all their Salvation to CHRIST"s Blood ;
¢ therefore He did not obtain a Poffibility of ,Sal-
¢ vation for all Men.”” What a forced Conclufion
is this! What wild Reafoning is here! Such Pre-
mifes, and fuch an Inference, will probably incline
the Reader to think of a.Sun-Beam and a Clod, con-
pe&ted with Bands of Smoke,

If you was determined to make this Paffage faulty,
you fhould have oppofed it with the following De-
claration of your Faith; ¢« Yet I believe, that
“ CHRIST obtained no more than a Poflibility of
¢ Salvation for any.”” Then you would have fome-
thing fuited to your Purpofe; but not agreeable,
either to found Senfe, or found Doérine.—Not to,
Jound Senfe. Your Poffibility of Salvation, is, if
People perform the Conditions. How then can they
afcribe the whole Glory to CHR IS T ? At this Rate,
they do a Piece of Injuftice to their own Refolution
and Diligence; As thefe, by fulfilling the Condi-
tions, had a Hand in obtaining the Reward, thefe
ought to have a Share in receiving the Honour.—
Not to found Doftrine.—Afpafio believes much
more than a Poffibility of Salvation by FESUS
CHRIST. He belicves a full and complete
Salvation ; according to that noble Text, It is
JSinifbed. A Salvation, not to be acquired, but
abfolutely given, according to that precious Scripture,
G OD hath given to us etérnal Life. Not upon fome
Terms or Pre-requifites, but without any Condition
at all; according to that moft grzcious Invitation,
Whoever will, let bim take of the Water of Life freely.
—This I look upon as found Do&rine. But will
your Notion of a conditional Salvasion, propofed by

' Way
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Woay of Bargain, and granted upon Terms, comport

~ with this Gift of Grace ? «
No more than a Poffibility of Salvation !-=Yes,
Sir, CHRIST obtained a great and a free Salvation.
Great ; for it comprizes the Pardon of all Sin, origi-
nal and actual ; a Reftoration to entire and unaltera-
ble Favour; together with a Title to everlafting
Life and Glory.—This is fuch a Provifion for our
Happinefs, as becomes the immenfe Goodnefs, and
inconceivable Majefty of an incarnate G OD.
Such as not only fupplies our Wants, and fatisfies
our Defires, but furpafles our very Withes, Tranf-
porting us with Wonder, and filling us with Joy.—
To accomplifh all this, we may reafonably fuppofe,
nothing lefs could be fufficient, than the altive and
paflive Righteoufnefs of HIM ; who. is gone into
Heaven, Angels and Authorities and Powers being
made fubje&t unto Him.—Since this matchlefs Ran-
fom has been paid ; fince thefe grand Conditions are
performed ; there is no Obftru&@ion from the divine
Juftice, or the divine Truth. All that ineffable and
cternal Bleflednefs is now become fiee : Is granted to
Sinners, to Rebels, to the moft unworthy ; they are
allowed, yea, invited to receive it, to poffefs it, to
rejoice in it as their own Portion: And without the
Provifo of any good Thing in themfelves, purely on
Account of their § AVIOUR’s all-fufficient Work.
"I read in facred Hiftory of Eleazar the Son of Dode

_ the Ahohite, one of the three mighty Men with David,
bow be arofe, and fmote the Philiflines, until bis Hand
was weary, and his Hand clave unto bis Subord; and
~the LORD wrought a great Viftory that Day; and
the People returned after Him only to fpoil. And
were not thefe mighty Men typical, faintly typica}
o
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of our almighty REDEEMER ? Did not ¥ ESUS
alfo arife and work a great Vicory ? Has He not
triumphed glorioufly over Sin, and all our Enemies ?
And what have we to do, but only to return, and
divide the Spoil, and fhare the Benefits of his Con-
queft ?>—May we not boldly fay ? ¢ My Sin is done
¢ away, becaufe CHR IS T has bore it on the curfed
¢ Tree. I ftand accepted before GOD, becaufe
« CHRIST has finifhed the Righteoufnefs,,which
% renders me unblameable and unreproveable. I
¢ fhall receive the HOLY GHOST, becaufe
% CHRIST is my Advocate ; and prays the F A-
« THER, that He will give me another Comforter.
¢ This facred Comforter, by fhewing me the Riches
¢ of CHRIST, will more and more fan&ify my
¢ Nature.” To think and live in this Manner, is
$¢ to take the Spoil after our victorious Leader.
Let me clofe and confirm this Sentiment, with a
Paflage from that inimitable Penman, the Prophet
Ifaiah. Who, for his remarkably clear Views of
CHR ST, may almoft be admitted into the Num-
ber of Evangelifts ; and for his exquifitely fine De-
fcriptions of CHR I8 T, greatly exceeds all Orators
and all Poets. #7ho is this that cometh from Edom,
with dyed Garments from Bozrah? This that is gloriousin
his Apparel, travelling in the Greatnefs of his Strength?—
Ithat fpeak in Righteoufnefs, mighty to fave.—Wherefore
art Thou red in thine Apparely and thy Garments like Him
thattreadeth inthe Wine Fat ?— Fhave troddenthe Wine-
Prefs alone, and of the Pesple there was none with me.
The Prophet, like one thrown into a fudden Sur-
prife, with a beautiful Abruptnefs, cries out, Who is
this ? What extraordinary Appearance difcovers it-

felf to my Sight? Is it a human, or a divine Form,
‘2 that
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- that 1behold ? He cometh from Edom the Country,
Jrom Bozrah theCapital, of our profefled national
Enemies. Is He for us, or for our Adverfaries }—
‘The firft Queftion feems to proceed from a diftant
and indiftin& View. He then takes a nearer Sur-
vey, and defcribes the wonderful Perfonage with
“greater Particularity. This that cometh with dyed
Garments, like fome terrible and vi€orious Warrior,
that has fcarcely theathed the Sword of Slaughter.
Who is all encrimfoned, and ftill reaking with the
Blood of the Slain.

The Vifion becomes clearer and clearer. 1 fee
Him (adds the rapturous Prophet) glorious in his Ap-
parel. Highly graceful, as well as extremely awful,
Bearing in his Afpe&, in his whole Perfon, in his
very Drefs, the Marks of tranfcendent Dignity. Tra-
welling in the Greatnefs of bis Strength. Not faint with
Toil, nor wearied with the Fatigue of the dreadful
AQion ; but like one, that is indefatigable in his
Zeal, and irrefiftible in his Power; and therefore
ftill prefling forwards, to new Victoriesy flill going
on, from conquering to conquer. )

The ‘majeftic Objet is, all this while, advancing,
At length, He approaches near enough, to hold a
Conference with this devout Enquirer.  One would
‘naturally expeét, that his Speech fhould be like his
Afpe&, alarming and tremendous. But Grace is on
his Tongue, and his Lips drop Balm. I that fpeak
in Righteoufnefs : All whofe Words are Faithfulnefs
and Truth; an immoveable Foundation for the

Faith of my People. That fpeak of Righteoufnefs * «

- ® Pox a1 loqui confirulla cam prefixa 3, notat paffim,
phrafs facra, logui de re. :
of
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Of that myfterious Righteoufnefs, which is the De-
light of my FATHER, and the Life of the World,
"T'o bring in which, is the Defign of my Appearance
on Earth, and to revetl it is the Office of my SPI-
RIT. By means of this Righteoufnefs, 1 am mighty.
10 fave : ‘To fave thee ; to fave any loft Sinner; to
fave them, as with the Arm of Omnipotence, be-
yond all that they can think, even to the very
uttermoft. ,

Here, the Prophet feems to be fomewhat at a
Lofs, and takes Leave to renew his Enquiry. If
thou art come, not to deftroy Men’s Lives, but to
fave; Wherefore art thou red in thine Apparel, and thy
Garments like Him that treadeth in the Wirte- Fat 2
Thefe indicate, not Deliverance, but Deftrution,
Thefe are Tokens, not of forbearing Mercy, but
of inexorable Vengeance.—’Tis true, replies the il-
luftrious Hero, I have trodden the Wine-Prefs % 5 1

have

* Troddenthe Wine-Prefs.—Ican hardly forbear taking
Notice of the great Impropriety, with which this Text
and this Metaphor are frequently ufed by our theological
Writers. They apply both to CHRIST, as bruifed by
bis almighty FA'UHER ; and bearing the Weight of
that Indignation, which was due to the Sins of Mankind.
Nothing is more common, than to make this Text de-
fcriptive of his Agony in the Garden.—If indeed it had
been faid, am troddenin tbe Wine-Prefs, thelmage might
not be improper. But when it is faid, I bave trodden,
nothing can be more unfuitable to a State of Humiliation
and Suffering. This Phrafe evidently denotes Conqueft
and Triumph ; Enemies vanquithed and totally deftroyed.
It fhould never therefore be applied to the agonizing,
but to the triumphant SAVIOUR ; not to 7ESUS prof-
trate on the Ground, but to 7 £ SUS making his Foes
his Footftool. _

As1 have taken Leave to animadvert upon a common
Mittake, I would alfo take Liberty to pay Merit its due

Honour;
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bave cruthed myFoes ; I have trampled them under
my Feet; and Repentance was hid from my Eyes.
But thy Enemies were the Objeét of mine Indigna-
tion. Sin, and Death, and Hell are the vanquithed
Adverfaries. It is their Blood, that is fprinkled upon
my Garments, and that ftains all my Raiment.—
This Vi&ory I have gained, by myfelf alone. Being
infinitely too great in my Power, to want an Affo-
ciate ; and infinitely too jealous of my Honour, to
- accept of any Affiftance. Of the People, whether
in Heaven or on Earth, there was none with me 3 to
afford the leaft Succour, or to take the leaft Share in
the glorious Work. The Salvation of Sinners;
their Deliverance from Wrath, and their Redemp-
tion to GODj; is, in all its Parts, my A&, even
mine, and mine only. Yours be all the Benefit;
mine all the Glory.

The Terms of Acceptance for fallen Man, were,
A full Satisfaltion to the divine Fuftice, and a com-
plete Conformity to the divine Law. < This, fays

Honour ; by recommending to my Reader a poetical
Verfion of this Paflage, given us by Dr. Lowtb, in his
- very elegant Work, entitled D¢ facra Poefi Hebrzorum.
Where he underftands the Text, in the Senfe fuggefted
above; and tranflates it, in the very Spirit of Firgil.
As the Lines are few, and the Book may not be in the -
Hands of all my Readers, I will prefent them with a
Tranfcript.

w——— Ile patris wires indutus & ivam,

Dira rubens graditur, per firagem &3 fralta potentim
- Agmina, prona folo; profratifque bofiibus ultor

Infultat 5 cex praela novo /iumann’a muflo

Exercens, falit attritas calcator in uvas,

Congeflamque firuem fubigit : Cade atra recenti

Crura madent, rorantque infperfe fanguine vefles.

Page 62.

Ml'o
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« Mr. Wefley to Afpafio, you take for granted, but I
¢ cannot allow.”’—That 4/pafio does not take thefe
Points for granted, I thought, even his Enemies
would confefs, That he has attempted, at leaft,
to make good his Opinion, all the World, befides
yourfelf, Sir, will acknowledge. What elfe is the
Defign of Dialogue the third and fourth? What elfe
is aimed at, in Dialogue the feventh, eighth, and
ninth? The former treat largely of the full Satisfac-
tion, given to divine Juftice, The latter treat ftill
more largely of the Conformity, demanded by the
divine Law, and yielded by the divine 7 ESUS.
Thefe Things, however, ¢ You cannot allow.””
—Not allow a full Satisfaction of divine Juftice to
be neceflary ! Are you not then acceding to the So-
cinian® Not allow a complete Conformity to the
divine Law to be neceflary! Are you not then warp-
ing to the Antinomian? See, Sir, how you approach
the Rocks, both on the right Hand, and on the left.
May the KEEPER of Jfrael, preferve yourfelf and
your Followers, from fuffering Shipwreck ! —Every
one, I think, muft allow, what you deny; who believes
the divine Juftice to be infinite, and the divine Law
to be unalterable. A Juftice, that will admit of any
Satisfa&tion, lefs than complete, can never be deemed
infinite. And if the divine Law can reft fatisfied
with an Obedience that is defeive, it is not fo ve-
nerable as the Law of the Medes and Perfians. - '
¢ The Terms of Acceptance for fallen Man, you
¢ fay, are Repentance and Faith.”—I muft own, I
don’t much like the Expreflion Terms, unlefs it be
referred to the Mediation of CHRIST. And you
yourfelf, if you would a& conﬁ(’(ently, fhould not
be over-fond of 1t, becaufe it is not fcriptural.
I Though
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Though, for my own Part, I have no Quarrel
againft the Word, becaufe it is not the exat Phrafe-
ology of Scripture, but becaufe I diflike the Idea it
conveys. . Shall we treat with the DEITY, as
free States or fovereign Princes treat with each
other? The one obtaining from the other, Peace or
fome advantageous Conceflion, by complying with
his Terms ? )

To confirm your Opinion, That ¢ the ‘Cerms of
¢ Acceptance for fallen Man, are Repentance and
« Faith,” you produce the following Text ; Repent
yes and believe the Gofpel.—Here you write, like a
Man of Senfe; who knows, what juft Difputation
means. You lay afide your certainlies, your un-
doubtedlies, your unqueflionablies ; and urge a Proof
from Scripture.~—~Whether you rightly underftand,
and duly apply this Proof, muft now be enquired.

Repent ye, and believe the Gofpel. This may be
the Meaning of the Exhortation. Repent; relinquifh
all your wrong Notions, relating to the Way and
Manner of finding Acceptance with the DEITY.
Believe the Gofpel; which opens a moft unexpected
Avenue, for the Communication of this Blefling.
Which brings you Tidings of a Salvation, fully pro.
cured by the incarnate GOD, and freely offered to
the unworthy Sinner.—The Word you know, is
pilarorile.  'Which, in its primary Signification, de-
notes not fo much a Reformation of Condu&, as a
Change of Sentiment.

Suppofe it to fignify a Reformation of Conduct.
The Meaning then may be as follows. = Repent;
forfake ‘all your Vices, and all your Follies ; mor-
tify every evil Temper, and renounce every evil
Way. In order to render this praticable, belicve

the
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the Gofpel. Wherein a SAVIOUR is preached
and difplayed. 'Who makes Peace for fuch Offen-
ders ; reconciles them to GOD; and obtains eter-
nal Redemption for them. This will fweetly with-
draw your AffeGtions from Iniquity, and fweetly

attach them to the blefled GOD. Whereas, with- -

out this powerful Expedient, you will never be de-
livered from the pleafing Witchcraft of your Lufts.
Sin will always have Dominion over you, fo long as
you are under the Law, and not under Grace.—
Repentance, thus underftood, is not the Condition
of obtaining Salvation, but the Fruit of Salvation
obtained.

Befides ; if Repentance be a Gift, it cannot be a
Term or Condition. He muft be a Stranger to tle
Import of Language, and the common Ideas of Man-
kind, who will take upon him to affirm the latter ;
and he muft be yet a greater Stranger to the holy
Word of GOD, who will offer to deny the for-

mer.—CHRIST is exalted, faith the Apoftle, to

give Repentance. Not to require it, as a Condition
of Bleflednefs : but to give it, as a moft eminent
Blefling. Not require Repentance of fallen Man,
who is not able to think a good ‘T'hought ; but give
it, from his unfearchable Riches ; and work it, by
his almighty Power. . ,

You fay, < The Terms of Acceptance for fallen
« Man, are, &¢.”’—Methinks, I fhould be glad to
know, what you mean by falln Man. Do you
mean (as you tell us, in your Colle&ion of Sermons)
“ One dead to GOD, and all the Things or
¢ GOD?! Having no more Power to perform the
« Aions of a living Chriftian, than a dead Body

“ to perform the Functions of a living Man?”
I2 ° Whas

—
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What Terms, I befeech you, can fuch a one fulfill?
. Be they ever fo difficult, or ever fo eafy, it maketh
no Difference. The Hand, ftiff in Death, is no
more able to move a Feather, than to remove a
Mountain.—Whatever, therefore, others may af-
firm, you, Sir, cannot talk of Repentance, to be
exercifed by fallen Man; until he is quickened and
enabled by Fellowthip with CHRIST, the living
and Life-giving Head. Unlefs you chufe, either to
contradi& your own Affertion, That fallen Man is
abfolutely dead to all Gocd. Or elfe think proper
to maintain, That the Dead may not only a&, but
perform fome of the moft excellent A&s, and import-
ant Offices.

You fhould likewife, Sir, if you would write cor-
reily and argue forcibly, have told us, what you
mean by Faith. Otherwife, you may intend one
Thing, and I another, even while we both ufe the
fame Word. In this Cafe, our Difpute might be as
endlefs, as it muft be fruitlefs.

By Faith I mean, what St. Fobn calls, 4 Receiving
q/'CHRIST A Recelvmg of Him and his Bene-
fits, as they are freely given, in the Word of Grace
‘and Truth. If this, which is the Apoftolical, be a
proper Definition, then it feems not to come under
the Denomination of a Condition. They muft bg
exceffive Refiners indeed, who would call my re-
ceiving a rich Prefent, the Terms or Conditions of
poflefling it. Or would efteem my eating at a
plenteous Feaft, the Terms and Conditions of en-
joying it. Is not this to fubtilize, till found Senfe is
loft?

Faith, according to St. Paul, is a Perfuafion, that
CHRIST lved me, and gave himfelf for me. Where

‘ is



LET. 6. REV. MR, WESLEY. 1I17

is any Trace or any Hint of Conditionality, in this
Defcription? I don’t hear the Apoftle faying; He
loved me, provided I repent. He gave Himfelf for
me, in cafe I think this, or do that. But He gave
Himfelf for me, when I was ungodly, and had per-
formed no Conditions ; when I was without Strength,
and could perform no Conditions.—Thus He gave
Himfelf for me, that I might have Remiffion of Sins,
through his Blood ; and eternal Life, through his
Righteoufnefs.—Believing thefe delightful Truths,
and receiving thefe heavenly Privileges, I love my
moft adarable Benefa&tor ; and abhor thofe Iniqui-
ties, for which he wept, and groaned, and died.—
“That Love of CHRIST, is vital Holinefs; and
this Abhorrence of Sin, is pra&ical Repentance.
And both are the Fruits, therefore cannot be the
Conditions, of Salvation by ¥ESUS.

Some holy Men and excellent Writers, I confefs,
have not fcrupled to call Faith and Repentance the
Conditions of our Salvation. Yet I cannot prevail
on myfelf to admire or approve the Language. I
fear, it tends to embarrafs the fincere Soul; to
darken the Luftre of Grace; and to afford too much
+ Occafion for Boafting.

To embarrafs the fincere Soul—For, if I am faved
“on Conditions, this will naturally divert my Atten-
tion from the grand and all-fufficient Caufe of Jufti-
fication, the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST ; which
alone gives folid Comfort. Inftead of delighting
myfelf in the LORD REDEEMER, I fhall be

engaged in an anxious Concern about the fuppofed
Conditions. Whether 1 have performed them?
Whether I have performed them aright? Whether

there may not be fome latent Defed, that fpoils all,
I3 and
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and renders my Labour fruitlefs? The more ferious
our Minds are, and the more tender our Confci-
ences, the more fhall we be liable to Perplcmty and
Difquietude on this Head.

It eclipfes the Lufire of Grace—Ye are faved by
Grace, fays the Oracle of Heaven. But if Salvation
be upon Conditions, it cannot be of Grace. It mutt,
in fome Meafure at leaft, be of Works. Since it
depends upon working the Conditions; it is obtained
by working the Conditions ; and the Candidate has
Reafon to look principally unto his Performance of
the Conditions. They are to him, by incomparable
Degrees, the moft important Point. Becaufe, with-
out their all-fignificant Interpofition, every Thing
elfe is as nothing. Even G OD’s everlafting Love,
and C HR I8 T’s everlafting Righteoufnefs, are, till
the Conditions are fulfilled, but Cyphers without the
initial Figure.

- 1t affords too much Occafion for Boafling.—May 1
not, in this Cafe, thank my own Application and
Induftry? They, they exerted themfelves fuccefs~
fully; and behold! the promifed Reward is mine,
What then fhould hinder me, from facrificing unto
my own Net, and burning Incenfe unto my own
Dragi—At this Door the Notion of Merit will un-
avoidably creep in, Becaufe my Performance of the
Condition is meritorious of the covenanted Reward.
So far meritorious, that the Reward is my due. [
may demand it, as a Debt. And it will be an A&
of apparent Injuftice to with-hold it.—But fhall
thefe Things be faid unto the ALMIGHTY?
Will thefe Things redound to the Praife of the Glory
of his Grace? Do thefe Things hide Vanity from
Man; or confift with a Salvation, that is withsut

Money,
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Money, or without Price? Not quite fo well, I be-
lieve, yourfelf will acknowledgc, as the following
Lines.

Let the World their Virtue boyl;

Their Works of Righteoufnefs ;
I, a Wretch undone and loft,

Am freely fav’d by Grace:
Other Title 1 difclaim,

This, only this 75 all my Pleg ;
1 the chief of Sinners am

But JESUS died for me.

¢ Fallen Man, you fay, is juftified, not by per-
¢« fe&t Obedience, but by Faith.”~=¢ Not by per-
¢ fe&t Obedience.” Ah, Sir! If you had remem-
bered the Immutability of GOD, and the Spiritua-
lity of his Law, you would not have challenged this
Expreflion.—¢ But by Faith.” Here, ’tis true,
you ufe the Language of Scripture. Neverthelefs it
behoves a Watchman in Ifrael, to thew how the
Language of Scripture may be abufed. Faith, you
allow, is imputed to us for nghteoufnefs, therefore
(you infer) not the Righteoufnefs or perfect Obedi-
ence of CHRIST. This, if you mean any Thing,
or would fpeak any Thing to the Purpofe, muft te
your Way of arguing. So you would fet Faith
and CHRIST’s Righteoufnefs at Variance.
"The former fhall exclude the latter from its
Office. Whereas, the former is only the Pitcher at
the Fountain, while the latter is the very Water of
Life. TIs that blefled, glarious, heavenly Expedient,
which, received by Faith, juftifies, fanétifies, faves,
According to your Gofpel, Faith will fay to the
Righteoufnefs of the REDEEMER; ¢ Depart
. 14 “ hence,
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¢ hence. I have no Need of thee, I myfelf act as
¢ the juftifying Righteoulnefs. I fland in the Stead
« of perfett Obedience, in order to Acceptance with
¢« -GOD*.”—To this may we not reply? Was
Faith then crucified for you?! Has Faith magnified
the divine Law? Or is it by Means of Faith, that
not one Jot or Tittle of its Precepts pafs unfulfilled ?

If Faith, in this Senfe, is imputed for Righteouf-
nefs, how can you fubfcribe that emphatical Article,
which declares ; “ We are accounted righteous be-
¢« fore GOD, only for the Merit of our LORD
« and SAVIOUR FESUS CHRIST.” Sure-
ly, Sir, you are accounted righteous, for the Sake
of that, whatever it be, which {tands in the Stead of
perfe&t Obedience. That, whatever it be, may
claim the Honour ; and to that Juftice itfelf cannot
but award the Prize.

If your Notion be true, the Believer ought to
have his own Faith principally in View. Whatever
prefents me perfeitly obedient before GOD, is my
greateft Good; is my choiceft Portion; the beft
Foundation for my Hope, my Peace, my Joy. To
this, therefore; fo long as I know my own Intereft,
I muft chiefly look. Whereas, look unto JESUS,
is the Dire&ion of the HOLY GHOST. Look
unto his perfe&t Atonement, and complete Righte-
oufnefs, and be faved; is the grand unchangeable

- Edi&, iflued from the Throne of Grace.

Perhaps, you will fay; Are not the Words of
Scripture exprefly on my Side? Faith is imputed for
Righteoufnefs.. True. Butis the Senfe of Scripture

on
. ¥* Thefe are Mr. Wefley’s own Words, in hlS Expli.

cation of this very Dottrine. Sce his Sermon on rke
Rxgbtnu/m/.'v of Faztb. Yol. I. p. 111,
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on your Side? Suppofe, I thould ‘undertake to prove,
that David was purged from Guilt, by the Hyflop
which groweth on the Wall; this you would think
a wild and an impra&icable Attempt. But fthould I
not have the Words of Scripture exprefsly on my Side?
Purge me with Hyfop, and I Jhall be clean. Yet
thould I not have the leaft Countenance imaginable
from the Spirit and Senfe of thofe facred Wntmas.
Has the Hyflop, a mean worthlefs Shrub, any Kmd
of Fitnefs, to ftand in the Stead of the facrificial Blood,
and make the Atonement for Sin! No more Fitnefs
has Faith, to ftand in the Stead of perfe& Obedi-
ence ; to a&t as our juftifying Righteoufnefs ; or pro-
cure our Acceptance with GOD,

* What CHRIST has done.”—Here Mr. Wefley
himfelf fpeaks of what CHR IST has done. He
reprefents it by a very magnificent Image. He lays
it as the Foundation of that firft and moft comprehen-
five Blefling, Juftification. In this I moft cordially
agree with him. Hoping, that we fhall unanimoufly
join, to defend this important Sentiment, againft all
Oppofition; and endeavour to difplay the RE-
DEEMER’s Work, as well as his Paffion, in all
‘its glorious Excellency.

¢« What CHRIST has done is the Foundation
« of our Juftification, not the Term or Condi-
¢ tion.”—The Prophet Ifaiah had other Notions of
this Matter ; If thou fbalt make bis Soul an Offering
for Sin, He jball fee his Seed.  If * is the hypothetic
Language ; denotes a Term ; exprefles a Condition ;

. on

* Ifa lili. 10. ©wn oN, Si pofueris. Focula o8
walet conditionem, & relfe wertitur per fi. Patet enim cla-
riffime, conditionem bic conjungi cum privilegio, praflita
conditione obtininde, VITRIN.
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on the Performance of which, the MESSTA H fbouid
Jee bis Seed ; thould have a numberlefs Multitude of
Sinners, pardoned and renewed; born again of the
SPIRIT, and made Heirs of Salvation. The grand
Term, on which all thefe Blefings depend, and by
which they are made fure to Believers, is, the pour-
ing out of the MESSTAH’s Soul, as a Sacrifice
for their Sins, and a Ranfom for their Perfons.

¢« The Foundation, not the Condition.”—Me-
thinks, you fhould offer fome Reafon for this Di-
ftin&ion. Efpecially, fince St. Paul affures us : that
CHRIST is, in the Work of Salvation, not this
or that only, but He is AL L.—Efpecially, fince
CHRIST himfelf declares; [ am, in that grandeft
of all Affairs, the Redemption of Sinners, the Begin-
ning and the Ending. And well He may be fo,
fince He is, as it follows in the Text, the 4L-
MIGHTY. :

Your Meaning, I prefume, is; what CHRIST
has done, is a Foundation for the Influence and
Significancy of our own Doings. That they, under
the Notion of Terms and Conditions, may come for
a Share, and be his Co-adjutors in the great Work,
This was the Do&rine, eftablithed by the Council
of Trent; this is the Do&rine, ftill maintained in
. the Conclave of Rome; and is, perhaps, of all their
Abominations the moft refined, yet not the leaft dif-
honourable to our SAVIOUR. It bears the greateft
Oppofition to the Truth of his Gofpel, and the
Freenefs of his Redemption,

I have heard it infinvated, that Mr. Wefley is a
Jefuit in Difguife. This Infinuation I reje@ed, as
the groffeft Calumny ; I abhorred, as Falfehood it-
felf. I acquit you, Sir, from the Charge of being

4 , a Jefuit
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a Jefuit or a Papift. But no body, I apprehend, can
- acquit your Principles, from halting between Pro-
teftantifm and Popery., They have ftolen the un-~
hallowed Fire, and are infeCted with the Leaven of
Antichrift. . You have unhappily adopted fome fpe-
~cious Papiftical Tenets, and liftening to the Mo-
ther of Abominations, more than you are aware.
Amidft all your Miftakes (and from Miftakes who
js exempt) 1 verily believe, your principal Aim is,
the Honour of CHRIST, and the Edification of
Souls. Therefore I fpeak the more freely. Was
you a Bigot to Selfithnefs, or a Devotee to Vain-
Glory, fuch Liberty might be difpleafing. But I
am perfuaded better Things of Mr. #efley. He has
publickly declared, That ¢ wherein foever he is
¢ miftaken, his Mind is open to Convi&ion ; and
¢ he fincerely defires to be better informed.” This
is written in the true Spirit of a Chriftian. To this
Spirit I addrefs myfelf. Begging of you, Sir, with
the Sincerity and Tendernefs of a Brother, to confi-
der thefe Hints impartially, Left, being mifled your.
{elf, you miflead your thoufands and ten thoufands.
In the mean Time, I hope, you will not take it
amifs, if, to my affeétionate Entreaties, I add my
earneft Prayers. That you, Sir, and your People,
may be in the Number of thofe bleffed Men, unto whom
GO D imputeth Righteoufnefs without Works. Which
I take to be the firft and great evangelical Privilege ; -
as I am very fure, it is the richeft Benefit, I know
how to crave, cither for you, or for your moft, &,

LET-
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L ETTE R VI

REev. Sir,

ERSONS fkilled in the DiffeGtion of animal

Bodies, frequently mention comparative Ana-
tomy, May I borrow the Term, and apply it to
Theology! I do then freely declare, that in Cafe
you cenfured Afpafio, for'Points of Divinity, compa-
ratively fmall, you fhould have no-Oppofition nor
any Check from this Pen.

Some People for Inftance, are of Opinion, that
the Belief of a Parent is confiderably beneficial to
his Children. That, when St. Pau/ fays to the
anxious Jailor; Belicve on the LORD JESUS,
and thou fbalt be faved, and thy Houfe ; he promifes
fome fpecial Good, that fhould redound to the Man’s
Houthold, from his own Receival of CHRIST,
It feems, indeed, that the Apoftle muft intend
fomething of this Nature ; more than barely to fay,
"Thy Family alfo, pravided they follow thy Exam-
ple, fhall obtain Salvation with eternal Glory. If
this were the whole of his Meaning, he need not
have confined it to the Jailor’s Domefticks, but
might have extended it to all the Lnhabitants of
Philippi. .

Such Tenets, whether admitted or rejected, affe®
not the main Point. Men may embrace which Side of
the Queftion they think proper, and yet be found in the
Faith of our LORD FESUS CHRIST. ButErrors,

’ relating
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relating to that Righteoufnefs, which is the one efficient
Caufe of Juftification ; in which alone GOD is well
pleafed, and all his PerfeGions glorified; which is
the only Spring of folid Peace, and tfue Godlinefs;
fuch Errors are extremely pernicious. Thefe we
muft withftand with Refolution and Zeal. We may
not give Place to their Encroachment, no, not for
-an Hour. The former may be compared to a Fly,
fettled on the Difh ; the latter arg more like Poifon,
mixed with our Food. To diflodge that, may not
be amifs. But to prevent, or expel, or antidote
this, is abfolutely neceffary. In the former Num-
ber, perhaps, the Reader will rank your Obferva-
tion, which follows. But as I have undertaken to
follow you Step by Step, I muft not difregard it.
Apafio, {peaking of David, exprefles a high Efteem
for that Hero, King, and Saint. Allowing, that his
Efteem were carried a little too far; where would
have been the great Hurt, or the grievous Offence ?
How, Sir, could this have led to *¢ unfettled Noti-
¢ ons in Religion *?”—I was inclined to anfwer
your Reflettions, as the Hero himfelf anfwered his
cenforious Brother, Is there not a Caufe ? Then
pafling on to another Subjelt, as He, perfe@ly
Matfter of himfelf, and nobly fuperior to the Affront,
turned to another Perfon. But as you feem to have
injured David, and not done Juftice to the Truth, [
thall hardly be excufed, if T difmifs the Matter, with-
out fome more particular Notice. '

GOD himfelf dignifies David with the moft
exalted of all Chara&ers, fays Apafio.—< Far, very

«“ far

* The Reader will pleafe to remember, that the Pam-
phlet, which contains the Remarks under Confideration,
Asentitled 4Prefervative againflunfettled NotionsinReligion,
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¢« far from it; fays Mr. #fly. We have more
¢¢ exalted Chara&ters than David’s. ”—-Where, Sir?
Shew me, in any of the Saints, or in any of the fa-
cred Writers, a more devout, or a more divine
" Spirit, than that which breathes in the Pen-Man of
the Pfalms. For my own Part, I know nothing fu-
perior to it, in any Author, or in any Language.
Neither can I conceive a more exalted Charaéter,
than the Charadter given of David, A Man after
GOD’s own Heart. If GOD be an unerring
Judge, if his Approbation be the infallible Standard,
this Defcription muft exprefs the moft confummate
human Worth. Say whatever you will of a Perfon,
it does not, it cannot, exceed this moft illuftrious
Teftimony.

¢ But this is faid of Dawvid in a particular Re-
« fpet.”—Ay! Notwithftanding the HOLY SPI.
RIT has declared concerning him; A4 Man after
mine own Heart, who fball perform all my Will. I
you was expounding this Text, would you think it
right to fay? He fhall perform all my Will, that is,
he fhall ferve me in fome particular Refpeit.~— It
¢« was not faid, with regard to his whole Charater.”
No! Not when the SPIRIT of Infpiration has borne
this Witnefs to David; His Heart was perfeit with
the LORD bis GOD. Could his Heart be perfect,
yet not influence his whole Conduét ?—<¢ But it was
¢ faid in the fecond or third Year of Saul’s Reign.”
Therefore it was not applicable to him, during the
future Years of his Life. This is the Inference you
would draw. But can you really think it a juft one?
Or would you call that Perfon, a Man ajter GOD’s

own Heart; who is fingularly pious in the Days of
“his
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his Youth, but fwerves and declines in his advanced
Age?

gI*Iot\arithﬁanding all thefe Remonftrances, you
puth Matters to the utmoft. As though it wasa
Point of the laft Importance, to prove David an
errant Backflider. 'With this View, you add;
¢« But was he a Man after GOD’s own Heart, all
¢ his Life, or in all Particulars? So far from it,
¢« that”—Stop, Sir, I befeech you. And, before
you fpeak unadvifedly with your Lips, hear what the
LORD himfelf replies, to both your Interrogatories ;
David did that which was right in the Eyes of the
LOR D, and turned not afide from any Thing that ke
commanded him, all the Days of bis Life, fave only in
the Matter of Uriab the Hittite. Surely, you was not
aware, that fuch Things are written in the Book of
GOD. Otherwife, you would not have contra-
diGted them, with fo much Boldnefs. I will, there-
fore, put the moft charitable. Conftru&@ion upon
your Procedure, and fay with the Apoftle; 7 wot,
that through Inadvertence you did it.

. There is not a juft Man upon Earth, that finneth not, .
is a Text quoted by Apafic. Upon which M.
Wefley obferves ; ¢ Solomon might truly fay fo, be-
« fore CHR IS8T came.”~—According te this Infi-
nuation, what Solomon faid in his Proverds and other
Books, was faid only by a fhort-fighted Mortal.
Who might adapt his Inftrutions to the prefent Oe-
conomy ; but was not able to plan a Syftem of Mo-
rals for Futurity, Whereas, I always fuppofed,
that his Writings were: ditated by that infinitely
wife SPIRIT, before whom all Times are prefent,
and to whom all Events are known. Agreeably to
this Suppofition, St. Paul informs us ; That whatfo-

‘ ever



128 LETTERS TO THE LET.7.

ever Things were written afore-time, whether by Solo-
mon or any other Prophet, were written for our Learn-
ing.—No; fuggefts Mr. Wefley. Here is fomething
written, which appertains not to us Chriftians. We
are above it.—Are you fo? Your Reafon for thefe
lofty Apprehenfions? Why, ¢ St. Fobn affirms,
« Whofoever is born of GOD, finneth not.”

True; he finneth not habitually. It is not his
cuftomary Pra&tice. Thus the Paflage is explained
by another Apoftle; Sin, though it may make In-
furre&ion, does not reign in bis mortal Body. Though
it may affault him,'yet it bas not Dominion over him.—

Again ; He finneth not, is the fame Way of fpeak-
ing, and to be underftood with the fame Limitation,
as that Text in Fob, HE giveth not Account of any
of his Matters. How, Sir, would you interpret thefe
Words? It is undeniably certain, that fometimes
G OD giveth Account of his- Matters. He gave it
to Abrabham, when Sodom, and Gomorrah, and the
Cities about them, were to be deftroyed with Brinr-
ftone and Fire from Heaven. You would therefore,
1 prefume, in fome fuch qualified Senfe expound the
Paflage ; ¢ He giveth not Account 5 it is not his ufual
¢« Way. Not a cuftomary Procedure with the fu-
<« preme Difpofer of Things. He generally re-
¢« quireth his Creatures to tranfac with Him upon
¢ Truft. To give themfelves up, with an implicit
¢« Refignation, to the Veracity of his Word, and
¢ the Good-Pleafure of his Will.”—The Harmony
of Scripture, and the Neceffity of the Cafe, call upon
you to give the fame Expofition of the Text before
us.

I faid, the Neceflity of the Cafe. For, you will
pleafe to obferve ; the Thing affirmed, is affirmed ia

- fuch

[
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" fuch a Manner, that it muft be applied to every in-
dividual Chriftian, and at the very Inftant of his
‘commencing a true Chriftian. The Apoftle fays
not, a Saint of the firft Rank, but wheferver. He
fays not, After fuch a one has been, fora confide-
rable Time, born of GOD ; but whofoever i5 bors,
is but juft entered upon the defirable State, finneth
not. The Chara&er belongs to the very weakeft
Believer. The Defcription is fuited even to Babes
in CHRIST. To fuppofe, therefore, that it im-
plies an entire Freedom from Sin, Infirmity, and
Defe&; is to fuppofe, that all the Children of the
Regeneration, are born in a State of Manhood ; or
rather, are more than Men, even while they are In-
fants of a Day. C
Our Senfe of the Paflage is free from this Impro-
priety, yet gives no Countenance to Immorality.
Whefoever is born of G O.D fimmeth not. He does not,
he cannot fin, like the Devil, or one a&tuated by the
diabolical Nature, This Interpretation is rendered
probable, by the Apoftle’s Antithefis; He that com-
mitteth Sin is of the Devil. It is rendered neceflary,
by the preceding Remark, and by the Experience of
Chriftians.—The Text, thus interpreted, is appli-
cable to the Babe in CH RIS T, as well as to the
Adult. Though cither of them may fall, through'.
the Violence or Surprife of Temptation, yet neither
of them can live and die in allowed Iniquity, whe-
ther of Omiffion or Commiffion. They cannot
have a fettled Love to any known Sin, nor can they
commit it with the full Confent of their Will.
Solomon, whtn he uttered thofe humbling Words #,
tad his Eye upon what you fomewhere call, « the
« inconceivable Purity and Spisituality of the fa-
: K . [ ‘Tﬁd

* Eccl. vii. zo.
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¢¢ cred Precepts.”” Upon that .univerfal Obedience
which they require, in every the minuteft Inftance.
~—That we do nothing, great or fmall, which they
forbid, Leave nothing undone, in Heart or Life,
“which they enjoin.—'That we do all this, in the
moft perfe& Degree. Not only ferving the LORD,
but ferving Him with all our Strength. Not only
loving our Neighbour, but loving him as our own
‘Soul, Ever exercifing the utmoft Regularity of Af-
feGion and Defire ; ever maintaining the utmoft Rec-
titude of Temper and Thought.—If you alfo, Sir,
had your Eye ﬁxcd upon the fame Law, as it deli-
neates and demfnds this  inconceivable Purity and
¢ Spirituality ;> you would not fcruple to acquiefce’
in the wife Man’s Confeflion, nor think much to
adopt it as your own. You would acknowledge it
calculated, not only for the AMofaic Ara, and the
Meridian of Fudea, but for all Times and all Places;
till thofe new Heavens, and that new Earth appear,
wherein dwelleth confummate Righteoufnefs.

In many Things we offend all. ¢ That St. Fames
¢« does not fpeak this of himfelf, or real Chriftians,
« will clearly appear to all, who impartially confi-
< Jer the Context.”—I wifh, Sir, you had made this
appear to one; even to him, whom you honour with
this Addrefs. Then I thould not bave been obliged
to afk ; Of whom fpeaketh the Apoftle ’—He fays,
My Brethren. Does not this imply true Believers,
and real Chriftians ?—He fays, e Teachers*. Does
not this comprehend himfelf, and defcribe his Of-
fice '—He adds, /¢ all. If be himfelf, and real
Chriftians, are ,not included in this %noft compre-

henfive

* The Original is, not xvgios Mafers, but ddwerars
Teackirs,
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henfive Claufe; I would defire to know, in what
Terms-they could poffibly be comprifed.

According to this Interpretation, the Arguing is
juft, and the Conclufion forcible. As though he
had faid,—* My dear Brethren; though you are
¢ truly converted to Chriftianity, yet do not unad-
“ vifedly engage in the arduous and awful Work of
¢ the Miniftry. Remembering, that we Minifters
¢ of the Gofpel, fhall be fubject to a ftricter Judg-
“ ment*, than Chriftians in ordinary Life; and if,
 upon Trial, we are found faithlefs, thall receive a
“ heavie; Condemnation +.—The Danger, let me
€ add, is very confiderable. Becaufe, fuch is the
“ Frailty of our mortal State, that the very beft -
“ among us, and thofe converfant in facred Things,
¢ cannot always walk uprightly; but, in many In-
% ftances, we tl‘lp, we ftumble, we offend.” .

Whereas, if neither the Apoftle himfelf, nor r real
Chriftians, be meant; I can fee no Propriety, nor
Force in the Reafoning. Nay; I can fee no Rea-
foning at all; though the illative Particle for evi-
dently requires it. Nothing but a moft infipid and
frivolous. Affertion.” ¢ For, in many Things, we
¢ thatare not real Chriftians, offend.” Is thisa
Difcovery, worthy of Apoftolical Wifdom? Is this
all, that the infpired St. Fames meant to declare? .
You and I could have told him and his People a great -
deal more. Whofoever is not a real Chriftian
offends, not in many Things only, but in every
Thing. To fuch a one nothing is pure. His Mind

and Confcience are defiled. His whole Life is Sin.
K 2 - We

* 4 7udgmnt, Condemnnation—The Word xgyea MY be
taken in both thefe Significations.
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We have examined this Objetion, as it ftands in
itfelf. Let us now take a View of it, as it may ap-
pear in its Confequences.— I many Things we offend
all. < Thé Apoftle fpeaks not of himfelf, nor of
« real Chriftians.” Wthiat fiie Work wuu]d our
Adverfiries mike with the Scnptures, if we fhould
allow them Mt. #efley’s Liberty of Interpretatioi !
Tell a Pelagian, thit all Mankind is depraved. Prove
the univerfal Depravity, by that abafing Text ; AU
we, like Sheep, have gone aftray. How eafily may he
reply ; Al we, does not mean all Mankind, The
Prophet f{peaks ndt of himfelf, nor of virtuous Per-
fons. But only of Profane People, and Men of the
bafer Sort.—Tell an' Arian, that our LORD
FESUS CHRIST is very GOD. Confirm the
glorious Truth, by that moft cogent Text; In HIM
dwells all the Fulnefs of the G ODHEAD. The
Heretic has nothing more to do, than, in Mr. /¢~
ley’s Manner, to anfwer; A/l Fulnefs does not mean
- all the divine Perfeétions;, but only fome Pittance or
Portion of them.—Dear Sir, whenever you are dif-
pofed to criticife again, let me befeech you to cofi-.
fider a little, the Import of Language, and the Con-
fequences of Things.

Had the Words been, Inn many Things we offend,
ydu might, by difregarding the Context, have bor-
rowed fome flight feeming Countenance for your
Criticifm, from Verfe the nitith. Where the Apoftle
is fuppofed to perfonate the Wicked, Therewith carfe
we Man. 'Butin the Plice under Confideration, he
enlarges the Sentiment, and ftrengthens the Lan-
guage. Though free from that particular Crime,
be was not free from this general Charge. Here
thierefore he fpares not himfelf, He takes Shame

to
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to himfelf. And teaches the moft upright of the

human  Race, to plead guilty beforé their Judge. .
‘We the Servants of GOD; we the Ambafladors of
CHRIST; we all*—not one excepted—in many

- Things offend.—Where then could they, and O

where can you 2ad 7, look for our Perfedtion; but
only in our divinely gracious SURETY, BRIDE-

GRQOM, HEAD ? There let us feek it, where

fome excellent Lines (whofe Autber you may pro-
" bably kpow) have taught us to find ir.

Now let me climb Perfedion’s Height,
And into nothing fal!

Be j} tbmz nothing in tby Sights
While CHRIST is all in gll.

‘ In the Paragraph which begms, « Q Children of
« ddam,” you don’t diftinguith what the Law is
_made to fpeak, accordmg to a new Scheme of Dm-
nity 5 and what it really does fpeak to true Bchevexs,
on the Principles of the Gofpel.” Give me Leave,
to re&nfy your Miftakes; and to pqnpt out the Man-
ner, in which you fhould have exprefled yourfelf.

To rectify your M ifiakes—You fuppofe the Law,
upon Apafic’s Plan, fpeaking fo this Effe@. « O
o Children of Adam, you are no longer obhged to
« Jave the LORD your GOD with all your Heart.”
Indecd you are. The Obligation remains, and is
unalterable. But it has been fully fatisfied, as the
Condition of Life and Immortality, by the Believer’s
glorious SURETY.— Once I'infifted .on abfolute
«¢¢ Purity of Heart. - ‘Now I can difpenfe with fome
«: Degrees of evil Defire.” No fuch Thing. Every

K3 Degree

* Ne feipfos quidem excipiunt Apofloli. Bancew, in loc.’
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Degree of evil Defire I condemn with inexorable Ri-
gour. But every fuch Offence has been thus con-
demned, and thus punifhed, in the Fleth of your
crucified LORD.—¢ Since CHRIST has fulfil-
« led the Law for you, you need not fulfil it.””
Rather, you need not fulfil it, in order to the Jufti-
fication of your Perfons, or to obtain eternal Life
-and Glory. This, to you the greateft of Impofiibi-
lities, has been performed in your Behalf, by a M E-
DIATOR anda REDEEMER, to whom no-
thing is impoffible.—-¢¢ I will connive at, ‘yea, ac--
« commodate my Demands to your Weaknefs.”
Not this, but what is much better. I fee no finful
- Weaknefles in you. Becaufe, they are all covered *
with the refplendent Robe of your SAVIOUR?’s
Righteoufnefs. Therefore, I no longer curfe, but
“blefs you, and fign your Title to everlafting Happi-
‘nefs,.—Thus the Enmity of our Nature is flain,
“Thus the Precepts, even the ftriGteft Precepts, be-
~ come amiable and defirable. We love the Law,
*which, through our dear REDEEMER, is no
Tonger againft us, but on our Side. Is a Meffenger
of Peace, and bears Witnefs to our Completenefs in
CHRIST.”
The Manner, in which you /bould bave expreffed your-
- Jelf—This’is what the Law fpeaks, according to 4~
pafic’s Do&rine, ¢ O Belicvers in CHRIST, 1

« am,

- * Plal. xxxii. 1. Bleffed is be, awbhofe Iniquities are
covered. Upon thls Text St, Ferom very ingenioufly,
and very comfortably defcants ; 2yod tegituy, non wide-

,iur ;5 quod non <videtur, non imputatur ; quod nom imputa-
“tur, non pumetur That which is covered, is not f'een,
- that which is not feen, is not imputed ; that which is
not impyted, fhall not be punifhed.,
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¢ am, like my divine Author, confummate and un-
« changeable. I did require, I'do require, and

* &« ever fhall require, perfet Love to GOD ; per-

<« fe& Charity to your Neighbour; and perfect Ho-
¢ linefs, both in Heart and Life. Never abating
é one Tittle of thefe my Requirements, I fhall de-
¢« nounce the Curfe upon every Difobedience; upon
« the leaft Departure from abfolute PerfeGtion.—
« But this is your Comfort, Believers; that the
« Curle is executed upon your moft holy SURETY.
«"This is your Comfort, Believers; that my Pre-
 cepts have been fully obeyed by FESUS your
¢« SAVIOUR. As this was done, in your Nature,
“ and in your Stead, I am' fatisfied, and you are
« juftiied. Now, though I can never difpenfe with
¢ any Fault, nor connive at any Infirmity; yet I
« behold all your Faults laid uypon IMMANUEL.
¢ 1 behold all his Righteoufnefs put upon you.
“ And on bis Account, I acquit you ; I accept you;
¢ and pronounce you righteous ¥.” = - -
This is the Language of the Law to the Faithful,

as they are in CHRIST FESUS. -Thisis the
Spirit of Afpafio’s Converfation with his Friend Thee
ron.  The native Tendency of this Dorine, and its
K 4 - powerful

" * I think, it is no Mifreprefentation, to fuppofe the
Law fpeaking, in this Manner, to the Believers.—Be-

. caufe, to them all Things are become new.- Confequently,

the Voice of the Law is new.—Beeaufe, all Things are
theirs. If fo, the Sentence of the Law: is theirs. Notto
overwhelm them with Confufion, but to make them joy-
ful through Hope.—Becaufe, this is the Language of the

~almighty LAWGIVER, to the Redeemed of the LORD

FESUS ; and furely the Law will not jar, but harmonize
with its Author, faying; How fball I curfe awbom GO D
bath not curfed? Or how fball I defy, whom the LORD
bath not defied ? )
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powerful Agency in producing true Holinefs, are
profeffedly difplayed in the tenth Letter; and not ob-
fcurely hinted, in various other Places. If you can
prove, that it has a contrary Tendency; you will
prove, that the Grace of G OD does no longer teach
us to deny, but prompt us to commit Ungodlinefs. An
Attempt, in which, with all my Efteem for your
Perfon, and Deference to your Abilities, I cannot
with you GOD fpeed.

¢ Does the Righteoufnefs of GOD ever mean
« (as you affirm) the Merits of CHRIST ?”—
Where do I affirm this, Sir! Be pleafed to produce
the Paffage. At leaft refer us to the Page.— 4jpafiv,
ip the Place which offends you, fpeaks of what
CHRIST has done and fuffered ; of his ative and
paflive Obedience. Thefe Expreffions you change
into < The Merits of CHRI8T.” Which, being
an ambiguous Phrafe, may ferve to perplex the
Caufe, rather than clear up the Difficulty. Give me
Leave, therefore, to reftore A/pafis’s Words, and to
ftate the Quetlion fairly.

¢ Does the Righteoufnefs of GOD ever fignify
- ¢ the aclive and paffive Obedience of CHR IST?”
To this Mr. #4fley replies, ¢ I believe not once in
« all the Scripture.”—Why then, Sir, do you not
difprove, what A4fpafio has advanced, in Support of
this Interpretation? Yox believe one Thing : He be-
lieves another. And there is this /ittle Difference,
in the Ground you refpeQively go upon. He appeals
to Argument, and Scripture. You reft ' the whole
Matter, upon this fingle Bottom, ¢ I believe fo.”

You proceed—:¢ It (that is the Righteoufnefs of
“ GOD) often means, and particularly in the
¢« Epiftle to the Romans, GOD’s Method of jufti-
' ' « fying

v
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¢ fying Sinners.””—Suppofe, I fhould fay, in my
Turn; This Phrafe never means, no, not in the
Epittle to the Romans, G OD’s Method of juftifying
¢ Sinners. I fhould then argue in your own Way,
Bring a Shield, fuited to your Sword. Juft as good
an Argument to defend, as you have brought to de-
ftroy my Opinion. What would the judicious Rea-
der fay, on fuch an Occafion? Would he not fmile,
and cry; “ A goodly Pair of Difputants truly!”
But let me afk; Does the Holinefs of GOD fig-
nify his Method of fan&ifying Sinners? Does the
Wifdom of GOD- fignify his Method of making
Sinners wife? This no Mortal has fufpe®ed. This
you yourfelf will hardly venture to affert. Why
then fhould we take your Word, when, without
affigning the leaft Reafon, you ditate and declare
¢ The Righteoufnefs of GOD means his Method of
<« juftifying Sinners ?”’—You muft pardon us, Sir,
if we prefer St. Peter’s Judgment. His Judgment,
in that memorable Paflage; #ho have obtained like
precious Faith in the Righteoufn s of our GOD, even of
our SAVIOUR F¥ESUS CHRIST. Thxs Sen-
tence is a Key to all thofe Texts in the New Tefta-
ment, and many of thofe in the Old, which men-
tion the Righteoufnefs of GOD. Here, it neceffa~
rily fignifies the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST ; be-
caufe, none elfe is our GOD and SAVIOUR.
Here, it confefledly, fignifies the Obje& of juftifying
Faith.  Which cannot be the eflential Righteouf-
nefs of an abfolute GOD, but muft be the vicarious
Righteoufnefs' of an incarnate GOD. And why
thould you fcruple to call the Righteoufnefs of
CHRIST, the Righteoufnefs of GOD? Since his
Bloed is called, the Blood of GOD, His Life,
1 which
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which he laid down for us, is called the Life of
GOD. And he himfelf, as the Authar of our
Salvation, is called. FEHOVAH (or GOD felf-
exiftent and everlafting) our Righteoufnefs. .
It is poffible, you may produce fome Commenta-
tors of Eminence, who coincide or have led the
'~ Way, in this yout Interpretation. But may we not
afk them, as well as yourfelf,” on what Authority
they proceed ?—Is this the plain and natural Signifi-
cation of the Words? No, but an apparent Force
upon their natural Import.—Does this tend to fix
and afcertain the Senfe of the Paflage? Noj; but it
gives the Paflage fuch a rambling Thurn, as will ac-
commodate itfelf to the Sentiments of Arians or So-
cinians, Arminians or Papifts.—Is this reconcileable
“with the Tenour of Scripture? He bath made HI1M
10 be Sin for us, who knew no Siny that we might be made
the Righteoufuefs qf God in Him. Make a Trial of
your Interpretation upon this dnﬁmgulihed Text.
See, how it will accord with common Senfe, or the
Analogy of Faith. That we might be made the
Righteoufnefs of GOD; that is, ¢ That we might
« be made GOD’s Method of juftifying Sinners.”
Can you yourfelf, Sir, upon an impartial Review,
‘be pleafed with fuch Interpretations of facred Writ?
~ How much more noble, and how much more
comfortable, is the eafy and obvious Senfe ; which
the Words, in a moft beautiful Climax, afford! He
made CHR IST, who was perfeétly free- from Sin,
both in Heart and Life; GOD made Him to be
, Sin, juftly chargeable with it, and juftly punifhable
for it. 'That we, who are full of Sip, both original
and actual, might be made righteous—and not barely
righteous, but (which is a much ftronger Expref-
. - fion)
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fion) Righteoufnefs itfelf—yea, that we might be made,
what exceeds all Parallel, and pafles all Underftand-
ing, the Righteoufnefs of GOD *. Might have that
very Righteoufnefs for our Juftification, which the
G OD of all Perfeétion, uniting Himfelf to our Na-

ture, wrought, finithed, and infinitely enobled .
Mr, Samuel Clarke, in his Anpotations on this
Verfe, on Rom. i. 17. on Rom. x. 3. writes in the
fame vague and unfatisfattory Manner as yourfelf.
I could mention another celebrated Commentator,
who leans to this timid and trimming Scheme.—I
_Ipeak thus freely, becaufe I look @ipon the Article of
Juftification through the Righteoufnefs of our GOD
and SAVIOUR,. to be the fupreme diftinguithing
Glory of Chriftianity, Becaufe, I confider it as the
richeft, incomparably the richeft Privilege of-the
Chriftian. Tohavea Righteoufnefs—a confummate
Righteoufnefs—the very Righteoufnefs of the incar-
nate (G OD—dignified with all the Perfeltions of
the divine Nature—to have this Righteoufnefs im-
puted for our Juftification ! Matchlefs, inconceivable
; Blefling !

*® St. Chryfofiom expounds the important Paflage, in
much the fame Manner. His Words are worthy, not
only to be copied in a Note, but to be written on our
Hearts. ITo® ravla Aoyos, woios Tavle wagasnoas duwmailas
vas 5 To¥ yag dixauion, Prasy, EwoInTey aLpctglwhor, ive T8 Epragluhisg

‘wonom &xmag. Marroy 3 2 slug 1Y, aAN 0 WOAAW yeéw n.
Ou yag tbiy Buniv, adX atlny w1y wondlila. Ov yagewey, smoncey
, aupagludor, add’ apa gheer. Iy ) npuess yevwpeba, sx sims, Sixasos,
_aMa Sixavwourn, % Osy dwasocvwn. What Words can exprefs
oravhat Thoughts can conceivve, the Greatnefsof thefe Things?
He made the RIGHTEQUS ONE a Sinner, that He might
make wretched Sinners righteous.  This, though marvelloufly
-great, is not all. The Word is not in the Concrete, but in the
Abfiract. He made the JUST ONE, not a Sinner, but
Sin 5 that we might be made, not righteous only—but Rigbte-
sufnefs itfelf—yea, the Righteoufnefs of GOD.
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Blefling! This fills the Believer’s Heart, with inex-
prefible Comfort and Joy. This difplays the Grace
of GOD, in the moft charming and tranfporting
Light. This conftitutes the moft engaging Motive
to Love, to Holinefs, and to all willing Obedience,

Let us not then treat of it, in fuch diluting Terms,
orinfucha compromizing Strain, as fhall defeat the Ef-
ficacy of the heavenly Cordial, or deliver up the pre-
cious Depofitum to the Enemies of the Gofpel. Let
auis rather, by a clear and full Aanifeflation of the
Truth, of this capital and leading Truth efpecially,
commend ourfelves to cvery Man’s Gonfeience.  Their
Humour may diflike it, their Prej udice may reje& it ;
but their Confcience, whenever it awakes, and gams
the Afcendant, will embrace it; will cleave to it;
and rejoice in it.

But ftay. Let me proceed cautioufly. - Not tri-
umph immaturely. You rally your Forces, and pre-
pare for a freth Attack. Afpafio tells his Friend;
That the Righteoufnefs of G O D, fignifies a Rloh-
teoufnefs of the moft fuper-eminent Dignity. Such
as is worthy to be called by his Name, and may .
Juftly challenge his Acceptance. To this you reply,
% I'cannot allow it at all.”—fpafis fupports his
Opxmon by Scripture, by Reafon, and by a very
refpe@able Authority. All which Mr. #%fley would
confront and overthrew, by that one irrefragable
Proof, “I .cannot allaw it at 2ll.”—Surely, faid I
upon reading fuch controverfial Triflings, delivered
with the Air of Oracular Refponfes ; furely this Let-
ter muft have flolen its Way into the World. It
was defigned as a Prefervative for Mr. Wefley’s pri-
wvate Societies only. It could never be intended for
pubhc Vlew, and general Examination. Since every

Reader
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Reader is treated, not as his Judge, no, nor as his
Equal, but as his Pupil. Not as one, that is to be
addrefled with Argument, and convinced by Reafon-
ing, but as a tame Difciple, that is to acquiefce in
the great Preceptor’s folemn ¢ say so.”

To your next Paragraph I have no material Ob-
je&ion. I might indeed complain of an unfair Quo-
tation. But I fhall only obferve, that you would
difcard the Expreflion, Imputation of Righteoufnefs,
and infert in its Stead, futereft in CHRIST. You
had not always, Sir, fuch an Averfion to the Phrafe
imputed. Witnefs that Stanza in one of your
Hymns ;

Let Faith and Love combine
To guard your valiant Breafl,
The Plate be Righteoufnefs divine,
Imputed and Imprefl.

However, in this Place I am willing to gratify you.
Becaafe, it will be difficult to thew, how a Sinner
can have a real Intereft in CHR /ST, in what he
has done and what he has fuffered, any other Way,
than by Imputation. 1 am willing to gratify you,
provided you do not entertain that ftrange Conceit,
ofsan incomplete Intereft, or an Intereft in Half the
REDEEMER. But look upon the Holinefs of
his Nature,’ the Obedience of his Life, and the
Atonement of his Death, as the one undivided inef-
fable Treafure, in which every believing Sinner is
interefted. As that which is the all fufficient Caufe
of his Juftification; rendering acceptable, firft his,
Perfon, then his Performances ; and, at the laft, in-
trodycing him, with Dignity and Triumph, into
everlafting Habitations,

Here
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Here I lay down my Pen; unlefs you will permit
me to relate a little Piece of Hiftory, not foreign to
your laft Sentiment.—A certain General, happened
to obferve a common Soldier diftinguithing himfelf,
on the Day of Battle, with uncommon Aé&ivity and
Courage. Determined to reward Merit, wherever .
it was found, he advanced the brave Plebeian to a
Captain’s Poft. Who had not long enjoyed the
Honour, before he came to his Benefaltor, and,
with a dejected Countenance, begged Leave to re-
fign his Commiffion. The General, furprifed at
fuch an unexpe@ed Requeft, afked him the Reafon.
Your Officers, faid the Petjtioner, being Gentlemen
of Family and Education, think it beneath them to
aflociate or converfe with a Ruftic. So that, now,
¢ 1am abandoned on every Side; and am lefs happy, .
fince my Preferment, than I was before this Inftance
of your Highnefs’s Favour.—Is this the Caufe of
your Uneafine(s? replied the General. Then it
fhall be redrefled, and very fpeedily. To Morrow I
review the Army, and to Morrow your Bufinefs
fhall be done.—Accordingly, when the Troops were,
drawn up ; and expected, every Moment, to begin
their Exercife; the General calls the young Here
from the Ranks ; leans his Hand upon his Shoulder;
and, in this familiar endearing Pofture, walks wigh’
him through all the Lines.—The Stratagem had its
defired Effe@. After fuch a fignal and public Token
of his Prince’s Regard, the Officers were defirous of
his Acquaintance ; and courted, rather than thunned,
his Company.

And will not the Favour of the blefled 7E§ US
give us 3s greata Diftin&ion, and as high a Recom-
men&atlon, in the heavenly World? Will not the

9 © . Angelic
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Angelic Hofts. refpe&t and honour thofe Perfons,
who appear wafhied in his Blood; cloathed with his
Righteoufnefs ; and wearing the moft illuftrious
" Tokens of his Love, that he himfelf could poffibly
give ’—In thefe Tokens of his Love may we and
our Readers be found ! Then fhall we meet one ano-
ther with Courage and Comfort, at the great Tri-
bunal ; with Honour and Joy, amidft.the Angels of
Light ; with everlafting Exultation and Rapture,
around the Throne of the LAMB.
Under fuch pleafing Hopes 1 take my Leave at
prefent, and remain your, &e. -

LETTER VIL

REv. Sir,

OU introduce the Paragraph,that comes next un-
derour Confideration, by avery juft Diftin&ion.
Afpafio had obferved, that a Rebel may be forgiven,
without being reftored to the Dignity of a Son.  To
which you reply; ¢« A Rebel againft an earthly
- ¢ King may; but not a Rebel againft GOD. In
« the very fame Moment that GOD forgives, we
« are the Sons of G OD.”—This is perfectly right.
But hence to infer, that the Converfation of our two
Friends is no better than ¢ an idle Difpute,” is not
very polite, and not.at all conclufive, Becaufe,
Remiffion of the Offence, and Reftoration to Fa-
vour, may come, in the fame Moment, and yet be
o different
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different Bleffings. That affliCted Patient, men-
tioned in the Gofpel, had, at the fame Inftant, his
Ears opened and the String of his Tongue loofed.
Were thefe EffeQs, therefore, one and the fame
Kind of Healing ?—Befides; why are Forgivenefs
and Sonthip united in the divine Donation? Becaufe,
the Sufferings of a Sinner, and the Obedience of a
Son, were united in the divine REDEEMER.
So that we muft ftill have our Eye, our believing and
adoring Eye, upon the meritorious Righteoufnefs of
our LORD.

<«¢ Pardon and Acceptance, though, £9¢.”” Here
e nothing but the crambe repetita.—< The Words
s« of Fob, &c.” Here I fee nothing but the ufual
Argument, our Mafte’s ipfe dixit. Therefore we
will pafs on to the next Period.

Two Texts of Scripture are produced. You fet
afide Afpafic’s Interpretation, to make Way for one
of your own. Which might have pafled without
Sufpicion, if it bad appeared in your Sermons, or
been delivered from your Pulpit. Where a Perfon
may be content with the general Senfe, withou en-
tering upon a critical Nicety. But, by rep&mg
Afpafic’s Expofition, you feem to intend a peculiar
Degree of Accuracy. Let us then examine the Paf-
fages, with fuch a View.—Grace reigneth through
Righteoufnefs unto eternal Life; < that is, the free
« Love of GOD brings us, through Juftification
« and San&ification, to Glory.”

In this, I queftion, Sir, whether you are exa&ly
orthodox. You lead the Reader to fuppofe, that
San&ification is as much the Caufe of Glory as Jufti-
fication. That CHR I8 T°s Work, and our Graces,
bave juft the fame Weight; a& in the very fame

Capacity ;
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Capacity ; have, at leaft, a joint Influence, in pro-
curing eternal Life.—You fhould rather have ex-
prefled yourfelf in fome fuch Manner; ¢ The free
«“ Grace of GOD brings us, through the joyful
¢ Privilege of Juftification, firft to San&ification,
<« or the Love of his blefled Self ; then to Glory, or
¢ the Enjoyment of his blefled Self ”

Befides ; you neglect the Significancy of that beau-
tiful and emphatlcal Word, reigneth. On this much
Strefs ought to be laid in. reading the Sentence;
therefore, it ought not to be totally over-looked in
explaining the Sentence. Grace is difcovered in
other Inftances. Grace is exercifed in other Bleffings.
But by giving- us eteérnal Life; by giving it freely,
even when we are undeferving guilty Creatures;
this ever amiable Attribute reigneth. 1t is manifefted
with every grand and charming Recommendation.
It appears, like the illuftrious Solomon, when feated
on his inimitably fplendid Throne of Ivory and
Gold: Or like the magnificent Abafuerus, when he
Jbewed the Riches of his glorious Kingdim, and the Ho-
nour-of his excellent Majefly.

Another Particular I cannot perfuade myfelf to
admire. You change the Word Righteoufnefs into
Fuftification. Inftead of faying, « Brings us through
¢« Righteoufnefs ;> you fay, ¢ Brings us through
¢« Juftification.” By this Language, you fcarce
diftinguifh yourfelf from any Heretic. You may
rank with the Arian, or with the Se&arift of any
Denomination. They will, every one, allow the
Neceflity of Juftification, in order to final Felicity.
But not the Neceffity of a Righteoufnefs adequate to
the Demands of the Law, as a Foundation for this
blefled Hope.—You do juft the fame Injury to

L CHRIST
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CHRIST ard his Righteoufnefs, which obtain
this inconecivable Recompence of Reward; as you
would receive from a Meflenger, who carties a rich
Prefent to your Friend, but will not acknowledge
from whom it comes. It comes, he confefles, fromi
fome Man ; but obftinately refufes to fay from Mt.
Fobn Wefley. Whereas, Afpafie fcruples not to own,
nay; fejoices to declare, from whence the invaluable
Benefit of Juftification*proceeds. Not from Works
of the Law ; no, nor from Works of the SPIRIT ;
from nothing done by us, from nething wrought in
us; but wholly from the Blood and Obedience of
FESUS CHRIST.

‘The next Paflage, on which you defcant, is;
That they may receive Forgivenefs, and a Lot among the
Sanctified. - Thus, you tranflate the Original. A
pufie, not affefting needlefs Novelty, is content with
the common Verfion. That they may receive Forgive:
wefs of Sinsy, and Inberitance among all them that are
fmﬂiﬁcd, by Faith that is in ME.~—~Why do you
omit the Word Sins? Forgivenefs, I own, impties-
it. But the Apoftle chufes to exprefs it. By which
means, the Sentence becomes more full and empha-
tical. Grace is more highly honoured, and Man
more deeply abafed.—I wonder alfo, why you fhould
prefer Lot to Inheritance, which is the ufuat Tranfla-
tion. The latter Word conveys a much more noble
and pleafing Idea to the Englifp Reader, than the
former.— Receive Forgivenefs of Sins: mot earn it (et
us mark this) by performing Conditions, but féceive
ity as an abfolute Gift. Juft as Fefph’s Brethren
received the Portions, fent them from the Viceroy
of Egypt’s Table.—Receive an Inhiritemee 3 confifting
of al] {piritual Bleflings here, and a Title to everlaf

' ing
2
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ing Bleflednefs hereafter. All which are beltowed
as freely, as the feveral Portions of Land in Ganpan
were, by Mofes and Fofbwa configned over te the
“T'ribes of Ifrael for a. Poflefhon.—Among thofe that
are fanttified. If you fhould enquire, how Sinners
are fanctified ! The Arilwer is added ; By Fadth which
is in ME. 'Not for Faith, as your cenditional
Scheme fuppofes; but by Faith. By accepting the
Bleflings mentioned ; by looking upon them as our
~ own; through the divine Gift; and by living in the
delightful Enjoyment of them. Thus our Hearts are
won to GOD, and filled with his Love. Thus
they are weaned from Vamty, and renewed in true
-Holinefs.

s the SatisfaQion wmade *by.CH;RISTs Death,
fufficient to obtain both our full Pardon, and our
final Happinefs? Apafio has anfwered this Queftion
n the Negative. He has.conficmed his Opinion, by
tire Authority of Scripture, and the Teftimony of
Reafon.  Mr. @efley thinks it enough ito reply;
« Unqueftionably it ds fufficient, and neither .of the
¢ “Texts you cite prove-the contrary.”—How eafy,
'by this Way of arguing, to overthrow any Syftem,
and filence Demonftration itfelf |—But pray, Sir, be
pleated to recalledt yourfdlf. Did you not, alitde
while ago, extol Afpafio as “ unqueftionably righe.”’
“becaufe he made the.uncvsxfaéObedience of CHR IST,
from his Birth to:his Death, the one Foundation of
his Hope? Yet here you condemn him, as ¢ un-
%< ,queftionably wrong,” becaufe he does not :attri-
buse af to CHRIST's Death exclufively. Will
Mr. Wefley never have done :with Self-Coatradic-
tion? Why will he give:me fich repeated Canfe to
gomplaini—2Quo teneam vultus, e.

L2 If
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If it was requifite for Chrift to be baptized, argues
Afpafio, much more to fulfil the moral Law.—« I
¢« cannot prove, replies Mr. #fley, that either one
“ or the other was requifite, in order to his purchaf-
¢ ing Redemption for us.” Why then do you admit
his Obedience to the moral Law, as an eflential Part
of the Foundation of your Hope ? A tottering Foun-
dation methinks, which is laid in a2 Do&rine you
cannot prove.

But if you cannot prove it, may not others prove
it for you? You- are not called to prove this Point,
Sir, but only to -difprove, what Afpafio has ad-
vanced, in Confirmation of it.—That it was requi-
fite for our LORD to be baptized, He himfelf ac-

. knowledges. Speaking of that facred Rite, he fays,
Thus it becometh us to fulfil all Righteoufnefs. It be-
- cameth ; was it not requifite for CHRIST, always
to a& the becoming Part? In every Circumftance to
demean himfelf, according to the utmoft Decorum
and higheft Dignity of Charalter ?—¢ This was
« not requifite . to purchafe Redemption for us.”
For what then was it requifite? Not to wafh away
any Stain from the holy 7ESY/S. Not to obtain
any Bleflednefs for the SON of the HIGHEST.
Since, as the SON of the eternal GOD, He had
an undoubted Right to all the Bleflings of Heaven

and Earth, of Time and Eternity.

~¢¢ But it was not.requifite; that He.fhould fulfil
< the moral Law.”—No! Do you then eftablith the-

- Law! Are not you the Antinomian, Who would
have_finful Man faved, yet the divine Law not ful-
filled; either by them or their SURETY ? This
is.a ftrange Way of magnifying the great Standard
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of all Righteoufnefs. Rather, it is the fure Way of
dithonouring and debafing it. — What fays our
LORD? 1 ¢ame, not to defiroy the Law, but to fulfil *.
Did this fignify, as fome expofitory Refiners fuggeft,
only to vindicate and illuftrate, the Law; to explain
its higheft Meaning, and refcue it from the falfe
Gloffes of the Scribes ; the Bufinefs might have been
done by the Prophets and Apoftles.. No Occafion
for the KIN G’ of Heaven to appear in Perfon. His
Ambafladorfs might have tranfadted the whole Affair
of Vindication and Explanation. But to fulfil every
Jot and Tittle, ‘prefcribed in its Commands; to fuf-
fer all the Vengeance and the whole Curfe, de-
nounced in its Penalty ; this was 2 Work worthy of
the SON of G OD—praticable by none, but the
SON of GOD—and, being executed by HIM,
is truly meritorious of Pardon and Life for poor Sin-
ners ; of their Reftoration to the divine Favour, and
of their Admiffion into the heavenly Kingdom.
- L3 The

* Matt.v. 17. Some Expofitors would perfuade us, that
the Word awangwoas fignifies fully to explain. "U'his Senfe [’
am far from Sifcarding; but in this Senfe I can by no
means acquiefce. It neither gives us the whole, nor the
principal Part of our LORD’s Meaning. Let us place
the Matter in a different Light; then [ believe the Scan-
tinefs of the Interpretation, and the Impropriety of the
Notion, will appear unto all Men.—~We wil] fuppofe an
. ungodly Perfon who has learned from Books, the (pirizaal
and extenfive Import of the divine Law. Having aready
Utterance, he explains it clearly, properly, fully. Does
any Mortal fay of this Lip-Praltitioner, that he fulfls
the Law? No fuch Thing. A Syftem of Precepts can
pever be fulfilled, without a due and pun&ual Obedience.
Toopen, toadjuft, to enforce a Set of Injun&ions, is as
far from fulfilling them ; as to give a Defcription of 2
Battle and a Conqueft, zre different from fighting the
Enemy, and gsining the V &ory,
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" The moral Law is inviolable in-its Nature, and of
eretnal Obligation. This is a Truth of great Imper-
tance: With this is connefted, and on this depends,
the abfolute Neceffity of a vicarious Righteoufnefs,
I am no longer furprifed, that you difpute againft
th¢ latter, fince you queftion or deny the former.—
But confider, what eur LORD fays farther upon
this Subje&, in the fifth of St. Matthew, and the
¢ighteenth Verfe, Perhaps, you will reply; ¢ [ have
 both confidered it, and expounded it, in my Ser-
“ mons.” You have. But in fuch 2 Manner, as, I
hope, you will live to retra. Thus you expound the
awful Text, and turn it into a Piece of unmeaning
‘T'autslogy.. « One Fot or one Titthe fhall in no wife pafs,
¢ till Heaven and Earth pafs; or as it is exprefled im-
 mediately after, till all (or rather all Things) be ful-
< filled, till the Confummation of all Things *.”
You would make tws ar mapabn o war® x5 2 o,
and ews ar :wa.ﬂa %vﬂau, r)'uonimOuS Phrafes, €x-
preflive of the fame Thing. Thus ftands the Paf-
fage, interpreted according to your Criticifm. « Till
¢ the Confummation of all Things, one Jot ot one
¢ Tittle fhall in no wife pafs from the Law, till the
¢ Confummation of all Things.” Se¢! to what
rhiferable Subterfuges a Man of Learning is driven,
it order to evade the Force of a Text, which miki-
tates ftrongly for the meritorious (Obedience of

GHRIST. .
How much mare juft, mére noble, more ufeful,
is the common Expofition, and the obvious Mean-
ing? Which we may thus introduce—~Thefe are the
Terms of Life and Happinefs to Man. Whofoever
falls thort, G OD himfelf pronounces accurfed.
And

% Serthons by Jonx Wssrey, Vol.oIl. pag. 14g.
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And will the UNCHANGEABLE go back
from his Purpofe; make Abatement in his Demands;
or come to a Compofition with his Creatures? No

verily. He is of one Mind, and who can turn Him*®.
" It were éafier for Heaven and Earth to pafs t, for all
Nature to be unhinged, and the Univerfe to drop
into Diflolution ; than for one ot or Tittle of this un-
alterable Law to pafs, without a perfzét Accomplifoment §
in every the minuteft Inftance. :

By CHRISTs Sufferings alone the Law was
not fatisfied; fays Afpafio.  Yes, it was;” re-
plies Mr. #efley.—Then all the indefatigable and
important Labours of his Life, all his exemplary and
thining Graces, muft be mere Superfluities. At

L 4 leaft,
/ .
' * Job xxiii. 13.

+ Ews ar megerdn o ygar®- i m 9m, A proverbial Expref-
fion, to denote the utmoit Impoflibility. See it explained
Luke xvi. 17. In this Connettion, it fignifies the abfo-
lute Certainty of our LORD’s Declaration, both as to its
Truth and as to its Accomplifhment—If I may borrow
the Language and the lmagery of Horace, they will not
unfitly exprefs, what is afirmed concerning the Law.

Si fraftus illabatur orbis,
Immobilem ferient ruine.

1 Ewg ar warle yemlas. ¢ The Word AU/, fays Mr.
¢ Wefley, does not mean all the Law, but all Things in
¢¢ the Univerfe.”” How forced a Conftruion! How
contrary to Grammar! Since the Law, and the Things
which it comprehends, are the immediate Antecedent.—
How much more properly and confiftently has Dr. Dod-
dridge explained the Paflage! ¢ Till all Things, which
¢ the Law requires, or foretells, fhall be efefed. The
¢¢ Tranflation here given, is moft literal, and moft com-
¢« prehenfive. The Law bas its Effes, when its San&ions
¢ are executed, as well as when its Precepts are obey-
¢ ed.”’—~Let me add ; In cafe of a violated Law, rhex
only it is fulfilled, or has its Effe&, when both the former
and the latter refpedtively obtgin their End.
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leaft, they could have no Merit, but were neceffary
only by Way of fetting us an Example.
- The Prophet was of another Mind. The LORD
is well pleafed for his Righteoufnefs fake. By this Righ-
teoufnefs, not barely by his Sufferings, He will mag-
nify the Law and make it honourable*.—The Apoftle
was of another Mind. GOD fent forth his SON,
made of a I¥oman, made under the Law. What?
Only to bear its Curfe? Only to undergo its Penal-
ty? Not to fulfil its preceptive Part? Which is con-
feffedly the principal Part in every Law; and to en-
farce which, all Penalties are added.—You yourfelf
sught to be of another Mind. For you have already
and truly obferved, that Pardon and Acceptance al-
ways go together. ¢ In the fame Moment that
¢ GOD forgives we are thg Sons of GOD.” And
wherefore? "I'he Realon is, becaufe the Sufferings of
a Sinner, and the Obedience of a Son, went to-
gether in the REDEEMER. And without this
Union, the Redemption of Man bad not been
complete.

« The Law rcquired only the Alternative, obey or
¢« die.””—Some of your Errors arc lefs confiderable;
this I take to be a firft-rate Miftake. According to
this Suppofition, Cain, and Fudas, and all the Dam-
ned, are righteous. Becaufe they die; they bear the
Curfe; they fuffer everlaftingly; and thereby con-
o form

* Ja. xlii. 21. T am fenfible, there are Expofitors,
who give a different Turn to thefe noble Words. But [
had rather take the Voice from Heaven for my Guide,
than all the Expofitors in the World. Even that Voice,
which dcclered concerning CHR IST, and his Work,
CHRIST and his Righteoufnefs, In thefe Jam well- pleafed
Which is one of the moft capital Sayings in the Bible,
and a Clue to lead us into its whole Meaning.



LET.8. REV. MR. WESLEY. 153

foren to one of the Law’s Alternatives.—One of the
Law’s Alternatives ! No. Here I am wrong. It is
one of your Alternatives. The divine Law knows
no fuch Thing. 'No Law on Earth knows any fuch
Thing. Sanions and Penalties annexed to a Law,
are never looked upon as equivalent to Obedience ;
but only as Prefervatives from Difobedience.—In all
the Compafs of your Reading, have you ever met
with a Law, ‘that makes fuch Propofals to its Sub-
je&s? ¢« Conform to the Regulations eftablifhed,
¢ and you fhall enjoy my Privileges, you fhall fthare
“ my Honours. Or, if you chufe to violate all-my
¢ whclfome Inftitutions, only fubmit to the Penalty,
and you fhall have an equal Right to the Immu-
¢ nities and Preferments.”

« The Law required no Man to obey and d:e‘
¢ too.”—But did it not require a Tranfgreflor to
obey and die? If not, then Tranfgreffion robs the
Law of its Right, and vacates all Obligation to Obe-
dience.—Did it not require the SURETY for finful
Man, to obey and die? If the SURETY dies only,
he only delivers from Punithment, But this affords
no Claim to Life; no Title to a Reward. Unlefs
you can produce fome fuch Edi& from the Court of
Heaven, Suffer this, and thou fhalt live. I find it
written, In keeping thy Commandments there is great
Reward.  No where do I read, In undergoing thy
Curfe, there is the fame Reward.—Whereas, when
we join the active and paflive Obedience of our
LORD); the Peace-fpeaking Blood, with the Life-
giving Righteoufunefs ; both made infinitely merito-
rious, and infinitely efficacious, by the divine Glory
of his Perfon; how full does our Juftification ap-.
pear ! How firm does it ftand ! It has all that the

Law

~

<
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Law can demand, both for ousr Exemption from the
Curfe, and for our Title to Blifs.

Before I take my Leave of this Topic, let me
make one Suppofition, for which your Way of
thinking affords the jufter Ground, Suppofe, our
LORD FESUS CHRIST had yielded a perfe&
Conformity to the Precept, without ever fubmitting
to the Penalty ; would this have been fufficient for
the Juftification of a Sinner? Here is one of your
Alternatives performed. Upon the Foot of your
Principles, therefore, it would, it muft have been
fufficient.—But this is fo wild an Opinion, fo con-
uary to the whole Current of Scripture, that to pro-
duce it, is to refute it.

Where Scripture afcribes the whole of our Salva-
tion to the Death of CHRIST, a Part of his Hu-
miliation is put for the Whole. To this Mr. Fefley
objells ; « 1 cannot allow it without Proof.”—f
widh you would remember the golden Rule, (of do-
ing as you would be done by) and, fince you ighift
upon Proof from others, not be fo fparing of it in
your own Caufe : I with likewife you would impar-
tially confider what Afpafio has advanced, upon the
Subje—Has be not given you the Proof you de- |
mand ?—* No; He was obedient unto Death is no
«¢ Proof at all.”’—But is that the only Thing prged?
If one Argument is inadequate, muft all be incon-
clufive ? Becaufe you have routed one Detachment,
bave you therefore conquered the whole Army?
~ However let us fee, whether this Detachment,
weak as you fuppofe it, may not be able to fuﬂam
your Attack.

" Deoes not the Scripture afcribe the whole of your
. Salvatian to the Death of CHRIST? To this
Queftion
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Quettion Apafio replies, This Part of our LORD’s
meritorious Humiliation is by a very ufual Figure
put for the whole—The Death of CHRIST in-
cludes not only his Sufferings, but his. Obedience—
The fhedding of his Blood was at onee the grand In~
ftance of his Sufferings, and the finithing A&t of his
Obedience ; in this View it is confidered, and thus
itis reprefented by his own Ambaffaaor, who, fpeak-
ing of his divine Mafter, fays, “ He was obedient
¢ ynto Death, even the Death of the Crofs.”—
«"This, you reply, is no Proof at all, as it does not
« neceflarily imply any more, than that he died in
« Obedience to thes FATHER.” ]

How do fome People love to cramp the enlarged,
and debafe the magnificent Senfe of Scripture! Surely
this Text implies ; and not implies only, but forci-
bly exprefles both the a&ive and paffive Obedience of
CHRIST. It is not awibawr, He died; but
ysvousr®: vwnnoos, He became Qbedient.—Can you fee
nothing of his altive Righteoufnefs in thefe Words?
For my Part I can fee very little befides—This is
what the following Claufe confirms—Let common
Senfe be Judge—Obedient, not barely jn Death,
but unto Death, like that Expreflion of JEHOVAH,
by the Prophet, Unto hoary Hairs I will carry yost.—
Does not this give us a retrofpe@ View of Youth
and Manhoed, as well as lead our Attention forward
to old Age ! In like Manner, Obedient unto Death,
Does not this refer us to all the previous Duties and
Virtues of a righteous Walk; while it leads us to the
clofing Scene of all, a refigned Exit? Does it not
moft naturally mean, obedient through the whole
Courfe of Life, even to the laft all-compleating In-
ftance, a voluntary Submiffion to Death i—How

eafy



156 LETTERS TO THE LET.S.

eafy and obvious is this Interpretation ? How grand
and graceful is this Meaning !

" I can no more admire your Tafte (confidered) asa
Critic, than I can admire your Do&rine (confidered)
as a Divine. Give me the Expofitions of Scrip-
ture, which a&, not like the no&urnal Damp, but
like the Morning Sun; not fhrivelling and contra&-
ing, but opening and expanding thofe Flowers of
Paradife the Truths of the Gofpel, that they may
difplay all their charming Beauties, and breathe out
all their reviving Odours. = I think, upon the whole,
we have very fufficient Caufe to affert and . to abide
by our Affertion ; that when the Scripture afcribes
the whole of our Salvation to the Death of CHR IST,
a Part of his Humiliation is put for the Whole; and
in ‘thus fpeaking, the HOLY SPIRIT copies
after himfelf. For, if the Decath inflited on the
firt Adam included every Evil confequent upon the
Fall ; the Depravity, as well as the Mifery of the
Creature, it was meet that the Death to which the
fecond Adam fubmitted, fhould include every Good,
needful for our Recovery; the Obedience as well as
the Sufferings of the REDEEMER. It was meet
that the Price, exprefled by the fame Word, (hould
be as extenfive as the Punithment.

. ¢« But how does it appear that he undertook this
¢ before the Foundation of the World ?”” At what
Time does Mr. #fley fuppofe, that CHR IS T un-
dertook the Work? Not till Sin entered and Man
apoftatized? Was it then an incidental (upftart) Ex-

pedient, fetched in’ to remedy (ome unforefeen Dif-’ ‘
after? Was it a Device, which owed its Birth to
fome unexpefted Contingency, occafioned by the
Perverfenefs of the Creature ? Far, far from it.—It

was
. .
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was -the grand, original, all comprehending Plan,
the Way in which GOD, long before Time com-
menced, decreed to manifeft the Glory of his Grace,
and the Luftre of all his Perfeions. The World
was made as a proper Theatre, on which to difplay
and execute this moft magnificent Scheme ; and all
the Revolutions of: human -Affairs like fo many un-
der lots in the Drama, are fubfervient to the Ac-
complifhment of this capital Defign.—* Known un-
“ to GOD are all his Works,” determined by
GOD are all his Counfels, from the Beginning of
the World, more efpecially this'grandeft of all the
divine Difpenfations ; this Mafter-piece of his un.-
fearchable Wifdom.
« But was this by a pofitive Covenant between
“« CHRIST and the FATHER ?* Apqfi pro-
ceeds to illuftrate and confirm the Do&rine of an
everlafting Covenant. between the almighty F A-
THER and his co-equal SON. He produces
feveral Texts of Scripture, to each of which- ‘you ob-
jetas infufficient for his Purpofe: Each of your Ob-
jeGions I fhall anfwer, only by adding a thort Com=
ment, explanatory of their Spirit and Force—¢ This
“ proves no previous Contrad,” that is, I deny it,
and therefore it cannot prove your Point. ¢ Nei-
¢ ther does this prove any fuch Thing.” That is,
I cannot or will not fee the Proof. And therefore
there is none,—% That Exprcﬂion does not necef-
« farily imply any more” than [ pleafe to allow.—
: «In the Way or Method he had chofen ;* ‘of which
I am" the fole complete judge, and my Judgment,
ought to be decifive in the Cafe.—Thus would Mr.
- Wefley have, not Apafio only, but the Public alfo,
reCewe hxs DiQates (tanquam a Tripode) as abfolute
: Oracles.
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Oracles.—For here is only bare Affertion, or Hare
Derdial, without any Vouchers, but his own Word,
without any Autherity, but his own Declaration.
In Pfalm the xith, the Conditions of the Cove-
nant are circum@antially recorded, which were the
Incarnation and Obedience of the eternal SON,
¢ A Body haft thou prepared me—Lo! I come to
“ do thy Will.” < Nay, here is no Mention of
¢ any Covenant, nor any Thing from which it can
4¢ be inferred.” How many Tomes fhall I adjare thee,
faid Ahab to Michaiah, that theu tell me nothing but that
which is true ? And how many Times thall I intrest
Mr. #efley to obje& nothing, without affigning fome
Reafon for his Obje&tion? At leaft not to think of
convincing my Judgment, and converting me to his
Opinion by a bare fay fo.—But I have done—perhaps
Fhave trefpafled upon the Patience of the Reader,
“in exprefling my Difappoimtment fo frequently ; per-
haps I may alfo-bear too hard upon Mr. Hefley in
afking for Proofs, when it may be no fmadll Diffi-
culty to produce them, To return—* Nay here is
% no Mention of any Covenant, nor any Thing
& from which it can be inferred.”—That the Word
Covenant is not mentioned is very true, that there
is no Reference to anyfuch Thing is not fo certain:
Let us confider the whole Paffage— Sacrifice and
« Burnt-Offering thofi didft not require :” Tf Sacri-
fices and flain Beafts are not the Objec of the divine
Complacency, in what will the LORD delight ?
The next Words declare, « A Body ialk thou pre-
¢« pared me:” Since the Law cannot be fulhlled
without dsing, nor Juftice fatisfied without dying,
¢ Lo! I come, fays the fecond Perfon in the TRI-
¢« NITY, to undertake both, fince this Undertak-

3 ing
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< ing muft be accomplifhed, by ONE who is finite,
¢ that he may die; and infinite, that he may con-
« quer Death; I will accomplith it in the divine
% and human Nature. Fot this Purpofe a Body
« haft theu prepared me, in this Body lo! I come,
“ willingly and chearfully I come, to perform, to
« fuftain, to fulfill all ; and fo to do thy great, thy .
<¢ gracious Will.”—May we not rationally fuppofe
this fpokeh by Way of (Reftipulation, or) Com-
liance with the FAT HER’s Demands ? That the
gdatter is thereby brought to a folemn Contraét ?

Dr. Hammond thought this no irrational Suppofi-
tion, therefore gives us, upon the following Words,
a perfeitly correfponding Comment. Inthe Volume
of the Book it is written of me. * Which is no
& other than a Bill, or roll of Contra& between
st the FATHER and CHRIST; wherein is
# fuppofed to be written the Agreement, prepara- .
- % tory to that great Work of CHR IST’s Incar-
« nation, wherein He, undertaking to fulfil the
w Will of GOD, to perform all a&tive, and alfo
& aft pafive Obedience, even unto Death, had the
% Promife from G OD, that he thould become the
& Author of eternal Salvation to all that obey him.”

Thus fays our learned Countryman. And whag
fays the blefled Apoftle? Whofe Expofition and Ap-
plication of the Paffage, you feem to have forgotten,
at Yealt not to have thoroughly weighed. Havin
quoted the Paffage, argued from it, and difplayed the
Benefits obtained by this all-fufficient Propitiation,
he adduces a Text from Feremsub relating to this
very Subje®, and explaining its Nature: Whereof
the HOLY GHOST alfois a Witnels; of what?
of the Juftification and San&ification of Simners,

both
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both founded on, both effeted by, the Sacrifice
of the dying 7ESUS. Tranfations which both
the Prophet and the Apoftle confider under the No-
tion of the Covenant, as is plain from the following
Quotation,. ¢ For after that he had faid before,
s this is the Covenant which I will make with them
¢ in thofe Days.” Hence it appears, that the Au-
thor to the Hebrews faw fomething in the Words of
the Pfalmift, from which the Do&rine of a Covenant
might be inferred.

Another Copy of this grand Treaty is recorded
Ifa. xlix. from the firft to the fixth Verfe. ¢ I have
¢¢ read them but cannot find a Word about it in all
< thofe Verfes; they contain neither more nor lefs
<« than a Predi&ion of the Salvation- of the Gen-
¢ tiles.” They contain a Predi&ion and fomewhat
more, they defcribe the Way whereby this moft de-
firable Event fhall be brought to pafs. This the
L ORD himfelf declares fhall be by Way of Cove-
nant; ¢ I will give thee for a Covenant to the Peo-
¢¢ ple.”—This Verfe we may look upon as a Key
to the preceding. It teaches us to confider them as
defcriptive of the auguft Covenant ; of its Eftablith-
ment, its Parties, and its Terms : Indeed the Verfes
themfelves lead us to the fame View, for what is a
Covenant? A Contra&, wherein a- Condition is
prefcribed ; a Promife is made, and both are ratified
by a mutual Agreement—The Condition is pre-
fcribed in thofe Words; Thou art my Servant O
Ifrael*, in whom I will be glorified. ‘The Promife is

~ * Ifraelis the Name of the Church, often given toher
in this Prophecy, CHRIST and his Church, by Virtue of

the Union between them, have the fame Names. As - -

fhe is fometimes called by his Name, ¢ The LORD
¢« our Righteoufnefs.””—>0 he is here called by her Name

Ifracl.  See Jer. xxxiii. 16.
L made
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made in thofe Words, Thou jfhalt raife up the Tribes
of Jacob; reflore the preferved of Ifrael, and be my
Sakvation unto the Ends of the Earth, The Agreement
is fpecified or implied in thofe Words (I have fpent
my Strmg{b Sfor nought, yet) furely my Fudgment
is with the LOR D, and my Work with my
GO D. )

The great Fitringa, after having expounded the
whole Claufe, concludes in this Manner: “ Ante-
¢¢ quam ab his verbis, fenfu feecundiffimis, fummam
« do&rinz Evangelice complexis, difcedam, mo-
¢ nere velim, eadem clariffime deformare totum
* ¢ myfterium conventionis pacis, inter Deum patrem
¢ & Mefliam filium ejus, in humana carne appari-
¢ turum, initz, perinde ac in locis qua ex aliis
« excerpo, Pfal. xl. 7. Zech. vi. 13. Pater ut
¢ Dominus, filio ut Mefliz, offert gloriam longe
¢ ampliffimam, mediationis & falvationis Judaorum
¢ & gentium, quz gloria, omnium quz mente con-
¢ cipi poffunt, eft maxima, fub lege five fub con-
« ditione profundiffimi obfequii fervilis; eaque fti-
¢ pulatio utrinque ratihabetur *,

If

® Vitring. in loc. Before I leave this Paragraph avkich

¥s fo rich in Senfe, and contains the very Subfiance of Evan-

gelical Do&rine, I would obferwe that it moft clearly and ex- -

altlydelineatestbemyfierious Counfelof Peace, planned between

GOD the FATHER, and kis divine SON. The FATHER

_as fupreme LORD, offers to bis SO N the MESSIAH the

bigheft Glory, that which fball refult from 'u/}ijfyiy, Jan&ie

Jying, and [aving, with an everlafting Salvation, both Feaws

and Gentiles. This Glory, the greateft awbich Thoyght can

conceive, is propofed on the Terms, or under the Condition of

- bis deep Humilsation, even to the State and Obedjence of @

Servant. The whole paffes inte a folemn Contra8, and is
ratified on cither Side.

i

Here



162 LETTERS TO THE  LET. 8.

If upon a ftrier Review, this Prophecy be found
to exprefs no fuch Thing as a Covenant, I am very
willing to give up the Proof. So much the rather
as it makes no Part of Afpafir’s Difcourfe, is only juft
mentioned in a Note; and ftands not in the main
Body, but only as a Corps de Referve.

By the Covenant of Works, Man was bound to
obey in his own Perfon.—Here you take Afpafio up
very fhort, and reply, ¢ So he is under the Cove-
¢ nant of Grace, though not in order to Juftifica-
¢ tion.” This is the very Thing he means. Nor
could you eafily have miftaken his Meaning if you
had only done him fo fmall a Piece of Juftice as to

Here our Author fubjoins an Extra& from nay nmtma

a Rabbinical Treatife. Which is very temarkabie ; for
fuch a Writer, fingularly juft ; one of the moft curious, 23
well as valuable Pieces of Fewif Antiquities that ever
fell in my Way. 1 believe it will afford no unpleafing
Entertainment, pcrhaps fome fpiritual Benefit to the Rea-
der. For which Caufe I take Leave to franferibé it.—m
“* GOD began to enter into a Covenant with the MES:
¢« SIAH, and faid, MESSIAH, my righteous one,
¢¢ the Sins of thy chofen People are likely to bring Thee
¢ into a State of great Toil and extreme Afliction ; Thy
¢¢ Lips fhall tafte Gall, Thy Tongue fhall cleave to the
#¢ Roof of thy Mouth,” Thy Body fhall be wafted with
* Serrow and Sighing. Is thy Love to thy People in:
* vielable? Art thow willing to réfcue them on thefe
¢ Conditions? If thou undertakeR their Recovery, well;
¢ if not, they are rejected from this Moment, and pe-
¢ rith for ever.—To this MESSIAH replied, LORD of
¢ Brernity, I am pleafed with the Office, ¥ accept thefe
“¢ Conditiens ; and am willihg to undergo all Tribala-
, < tion, that my Peopl¢ may enjoy a Refurretion (to
«¢ -the Life of Grace and the Life of Glory. )=~Then faid
«¢ the holy, blefied GOD, be it fo. Immediately the
*«« MESSIAH took apon him our Miferies, asitis written
< in the Book of the Prophet J/aiab, He was opprefied

s¢ and He was affliCted.”
. read
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read the whole Paragraph, of which, fince you feem
cither willingly or through Inadvertence to be igno-
rant, I will beg leave to tranfcribe it ;—¢ Between
« the Covenant of Works, and the Covenant of
¢ Grace, .this I apprehend is the Difference. By
¢ the former, Man was indifpenfibly bound to obey
« in his own Perfon, by the latter, the Obedience
¢ of his SURETY is accepted inftead of his own.
¢ —The Righteoufnefs required by both, is not fin-
¢ cere, but complete, not proportioned to the Abi-
¢ lities of fallen Man, but to the Purity of the Law,
<« and the Majefty of the LAWGIVER.” You
fee the whole Argument turns upon a complete Righ-
teoufnefs, fuch as fatisfies the Law, and is an ade-
quate Ground for Juftification: This, I imagine,
fallen Man is not obliged by the Covenant of Grace
-to perform, if fo, we fhall be at a Lofs to find any
fuch Thing -as Grace; if fo, we can have no Hope
of obtaining Salvation with eternal Glory. - There
will be too much Reafon for applying to all Mankind
_thofe awful Words of the Prophet; fr the Day thou
mayf? make thy Plant to grow, and in the Morning thou
mayf} make thy Seed to flourifh ; but the Harvef? fhall be
& Heap, in the Day of Grief and defperate Sorrow.
Blefled be GOD the melancholy Strain is fuper-
feded.—Though the Terms in the firft Covenant
were a perfeét Obedience, though the Terms orce
fixed continue unalterable, yet in the new Covenant
there is a Change and Subftitution as to the Perfor-
mer ; without any Relaxation as to the Performance.
Inftead of perfonal Obedience we are juftified through
the Obedience of our MEDIATOR, 7 are made
the Righteoufnefs of GOD in him: That is, we are
furnifhed with a Plea, as prevalent for our Juftifica-
M2 tion
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tion and Admiffion into the divine Favour, as if we
had retained our Innocence untainted; and in every
Refpe& conformed ourfelves to the Righteoufnefs
which the Law of G OD requires *,—~Thus the Sal-
vation of Sinners, neither clathes with the Truth,
nor interferes with the Juftice of the fupreme L E-
GISLATOR.—On the contrary, it becomes a fzith-
ful and juf? Procedure of the moft high GOD, to
juftify bim that believeth on FESUS.

The Obedience of our Surety is accepted in-
ftead of our own. ¢ This is neither a fafe, nor a
s¢ fcriptural Way of Speaking,”—That the Obedi~
ence of CHR IS8T is accepted for our Juftification,
is a Do&rine warranted by Scripture, it may there-
fore very juftly be reckoned a fcriptural Way of
Speaking. And if bis Obedience is accepted for this
Purpofe, our own, was it ever fo confiderable, could
come in for no Share of the Work. Qur own,
though ever fo gorgeoufly arrayed, muft ftand afide,
or be caft into Shades, juft as the Stars hide their
diminifhed, or rather extinguithed Heads, when the
Sun appears in his meridian Splendour, becaufe
‘the Obedience of CHRIST is of infinite Dignity
and Value. And infinite Value is fuch, as not only
tranfcends all other Services, but renders them mere
Nothings

.~ ® 2 Cor.v. 21. Thisis Dr, Doddridge’s Interpretation

of the Paffage ; and it fpeaks a noble, a joyful Trath,
only it does not cxprefs the whole Truth. The Righ-
teoufnefs of G OD is more than equivalent to antainted
Innocency ; is more than tantamount to the moft perfect
human Obedience. It is a Righteoufnefs of infinite
Worth, far {urpaffing the Integmy of ddam in Paradife,
or the San&xty of Angels in Heaven. It is a Gift, in-
comparably, yea, mcomprehenﬁbly great. eﬁcacxous.
glorious.
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Nothings in the Comparifon. For this Reafon, the
Apoftle counted all Endowments, but Lofs for
CHRIST, and the Prophet reprefents all Nations
as nothing before GO D.

« I weuld fimply fay, we are accepted through
¢ the Beloved.”~—If you rightly underftood what is
meant, when the Apoftle fpeaks of being accepted
in the BELOVE D, you would have no Fault to
find with Afpafi’s Comment. St.-Paul means we
are accepted, not by any Obedience performed in
‘our own Perfons, but folely by the Obedience of
that infinitely excellent, and infinitely beloved ONE
CHRIST FESUS, whofe Righteoufnels being
imputed to us, and put upon us, caufes us not only
to be pardoned, but to be highly efteemed, dearly
beloved, and blefled with all fpiritual Bleffings.

Here I cannot but obferve, that you have changed
the Apoftle’s Expreffion. He fays, ¢ Accepted * in
« the Beloved;” you fay, < Accepted through the
« Beloved.” I am willing to believe this was an
Overfight; you had no finifter Defign, but flill I
think you fhould take more heed to your Pen, and
not alter the infpired Word, leftyou blemifh the:
Language, or injure the Senfe. Perhaps you will
afk, What Difference is there between accepted
through, and accepted in, the Beloved? I will illuf-
trate the Difference by a Similitude. A creditable
Houfe-keeper gives a good Charadter to a Servant
that leaves him, by virtue of which he is accepted,
and admitted to fome other valuable Employ. This
Chara&er Is his Introdu&ion, yet this makes no Ad-
dition to his real Value. Acceptance through the
Beloved, may import no more, than fuch an Ad-

M3 4 miflion

. Exapswaw suas sr 70 Hyamnpsra,
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miffion through fuch a Recommendation. Whereas
accepted in the Beloved, implies not only a recom-
‘mendatory Paflport from CHRIST, but a real
Union with CHRIST, whereby we are incorpo-
rated into his facred Body, and partake as truly of
his Righteoufnefs, as the Members partake of the
Life which animates the Head. By this our Per-
fons are really ennobled. This imparts the higheft
Dignity to our Nature. We are, not only recom-
mended to, but rendered meet for, the Favour, the
Complacency, the beatific Prefence of GOD, be-
_ ing one with FESUS, and therefore loved even as
FESUS himfelf is loved *,
. The fecond Covenant was not made with Adam
or any of his Pofterity, but with CHRIST in
thofe Words. ¢ For any Authority you have from
" ¢« thefe Words, you might as well bave faid, it was
¢ made with the HOLY GHOST.”—Na;
CHRIST, notthe HOLY GHOST, was the
Seed of the Woman.—This is an Anfwer much in
your own Strain.—But let us confider farther. -

You allow, 1 prefume, that the firft Covenant
was made with ddam, as our public. foederal Head
—That all his Pofterity were included in’it, being to
ftand or fall together with him: Herein, fays the
Apoftle, < Adam was a Figure of him that was ta
« come.” . If fo, the fecond Covenant muft be
made with C HR IS T, as our public fazderal Head.
He and all his Seed are included in it, and as it was
impoffible for him to mifcarry, they' muft be joint
Partakers of the Benefits. Accordingly, he is ftiled

~ the

* Jobn xvii. 23. They in me, fays our LORD.
Therefore, on this Account, or viewed in this Relation,
Thou hafi loved them, as thou baft loved me.

r
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the MEDIATOR of the new Covenant, by whofe
moft acceptable and prevailing Interpofition, all its
Bleflings are obtained : He is ftiled the Surety of the
Covenant, engaging to pay the whole Debt for poor
infolvent Creatures ; the Debt of penal Suffering,
and the Debt of perfe&t Obedience.—The Teftator
of the Covenant, whofe are its Riches, and whofe
are its Privileges, who has alfo of his unbounded
Goodnefs bequeathed them as fo many ineftimable
Legacies to indigent Men. Methinks thofe are fuch
charming Truths, fuch divinely comfortable Doc-
trines, that you thould confider them thoroughly be-
_ fore you oppofe them, left you do a greater A&t of
.Unkindnefs to youf Readers, than that which is
charged, though very injurioufly, upon Fob: Thoy
baft firipped the Naked of their Cloathing, akd fent
Widows away empty. And when you are difpofed
to confider thofe Points thoroughly, afk yourfelf this
Queftion. Is it poffible to conceive that CHRIST
fhould bethe MEDI A T OR, the Surety, the Tef-
tator of the Covenant, if it was not made with him
and the Execution of it undertaken by him }—Or,
is it poflible to fuppofe, that the all-glorious SON
of GOD fhould be the MEDIATQR, the
Surety, the Teftator of the Covenant, yet leave
others to perform the Canditions ? which are incom,
parably the moft important, interefting, and difficult
Parts of the Tranfa&tion?
¢ Thefe Words were not fpoken to CHRI ST,
« but of Him.” True of Him as given for a Co—
venant of the People. ¢ There is not the leaft In-
¢ timation of any fuch Covenant.” You will nat
deny that CHRIST is fignified by the Seed of the
Weman,~1t is faid, He fball; a Language exprefling
M4 Autho-
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Authority, and requiring Conformity, as CHRIST
is the fupreme uncontroulable GOD, this could
not be required; and would never have been faid,

without his a&ual Confent ; Here then is implied
his Approbation of the Office. It is farther faid,
the Serpent fhall bruife his Heel.—He fhall become
incarnate, and after a Life of much Sorrow, and
many Tribulations, fhall be put to a2 moft torment-
ing Death.—~Here is the Condition of the Covenant,
It is added, he fhall bruife the Serpent’s Head, fhall
deftroy the Works of the Devil, and repair the Ruins
of the Fall, fhall deliver from the Wrath deferved,
and recover the Inheritance forfeited.—Here is the
Recompence or Reward of the Covenant.

Should you afk ; Is it fupppfable that Adem under-

ftood the Words in this Compafs of Meaning ? Per-
-haps not. But if we do not underftand them in a

" more exalted and extenfive Senfe, than our firft Fa-
ther ; what Advantage do we reap from the full Re-
velation of the Gofpel #—The full Revelation of the
Gofpel, pours as much Light upon this, and other
of the ancient Oracles, as the Experiments of our
modern Anatomifts have poured upon the Struure
and Oeconomy of the human Body.—This grand
ongmal Text, read with the Comment of the New
Teftament, fpeaks all that Apafis has fuggefted ; all
that our fallen State could want, or our very Hearts
can with.

You have muftered up feveral Obje&ions, yet
there is Room for more ; I will therefore for once a&t
as your Auxiliary, and turn againft 4pafie. < He
< fuppofes the Covenant to be made with CHR IS T.
* Whereas the Scripture reprefents the Covenant
“ as made with various Men, particularly and per-

¢ fonally,
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¢ fonally, in various Ages.”—True, it is recorded
that GOD made a Covenant with Abrabam, with
Ifaac, with Facob, and with David the Father of 8o~
Jomon : But were they in a Capacity to enter into
Covenant with their Maker ; to ftand for themfelves
or be Surety for others ? I think not—The Paffages
mean no more, than the L O RD’s manifefting, in
an efpecial Manner, the grand Covenant to them ;
ratifying and confirming their perfonal Intereft in it,
and farther afluring them that CH R IS T, the great
Covenant Head, fhould be of themfelves, and fpring
from their Seed.

This accounts for that remarkable and fingular
Mode of Expreflion, which often occurs in Scrip-
ture ; J will make a Covenant with them ; or, this is my
Covenant with them.—Y et there follows no mention
of any Conditions, only a Promife of unconditional
Bleflings ; becaufe the former have already been per-
formed, and nothing remains but to confer the lat~
ter; fo that the Meaning of the divine Speaker is, I
will admit them to an Intereft in this Covenant, and
make them Partakers of its Privileges.

I fhould now conclude, but Mr. #efley will not
fuffer me to quit the Subje®. He farther infifts,
¢ The Words manifeftly contain, if not a Covenant
- ¢ made with, a Promife made to 4dam and all his
s Pofterity.”—If not—He begins to hefitate in his
Affertion ; to fluctuate in his Opinion ; and I could
hope, to fee his Miftake.—% The Words contain a
« Promife”—And have you never read, that the
Covenant of GOD, or the various Renewals and
Ratifications of the Covenant of Grace, are ftyled
Covenants of Promife? Which confift of pure Pro-
mlfes, and dlfpenfe fiee Gifts ?

Obferve :
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Obferve the Tenour of the new Covenant, as it
ftands engrofled by the Pen of Infpiration. This is
the Covenant, which Iwill make with the Houfe of Ifrael
after thofe Days, faith the LORD, I will put my
Laws into their Mind, and on their Hearts will I write
them : And 1 will be to them a G O D, and they fball be
to me a People.  And they fhall not teach every Man his
Neighbour, and every Man bis Brother, faying know
the L O R D—For all fball know me, Srom the leaft of
them, even unto the greateft of them.~=For, I will be
merciful unto their Un'rigbteoufngﬁs, and thetr Sins and
their Iniquities will I remember no more ~—Where are
your Conditions in this Draught? Where are any
Terms required of impotent Man? Is it not all
Promife from the Beginning to the End ? That Re-
pentance, and that Faith, for whofe Conditionality
you plead, are they not both comprehended in this
heavenly Deed ? And comprehended under the Form
of Bleflings vouchfafed, not of Tafks enjoined.—=
Does the Contra& run in this Manner? [ require
and command.  Or in this Strain? I grant and be-
ftow. The LORD fays, J will put my Laws; I
will write them.—The Work fhall not be laid on my
Creatures, but done by mylelf. They fball be my
Pesple, and I'will remember their Sins no more. What?
Provided they perform fuch and fuch Duties. I read
no fuch Claufe. I fee no fuch Provifo.—All is abfo-
lutely fiee ; dependent on no Performance of ours;
but flowing from fovereign, fupreme, felf-influenced
Goodnefs. '

Juft fuch is that delightful Declaration, I wilt
make an everlafling Covenant with them, that I will not
turn away from them to do them good 5 but I will put

my Fear in their Heart, that they fball not depart from
: me.
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me.—What you call Conditions muft be comprifed
in my Fear. ‘This is reprefented as a fingular Be.
nefit, which GOD imparts ; as a gracious Temper,
which GOD implants ; and both as dependent not
on the Fidelity of Man, but on the Power and Ve-
racity of G OD.—Another of your Conditions, [
prefume, is, Perfeverance unto the End. This, in
the Covenant of Grace, is not' enjoined, but fe-
cured ; fecured, not by a ftri¢t Prohibition of Apof-
tacy, but by the omnipotent Interpafitian of JEHO-
VAH. I will put my Fear ; fo put my Fear into their
Hearts, tbat they fball not depart from me ; fhall never

draw back unto Perdition.—Thus the Covenant be-
comes not tranfient, .but everlafting. Thus the

Promife is not precarious, but fure to all the Seed.
There feems to be as great a Difference, between

this evangelical, and your legal Method of ftating
the Covenant; between fufpending the Benefits on

human Endeavours, and grounding them on divine
Agency, as between hanging the Anchor on the
“Top ‘of the Maft, and fixing it at the Bottom of
the Sea. ,
Let me add one more Text, which now occurs to
my Thoughts, Yz are the Children of the Prophets,
and of the Covenant which GOD made with our Fathers,

Jaying, unto Abrabam, and in thy Seed fball all the Kin-
dreds of the Earth be bleffed*. Here the Covenant

is firft mentioned in general ; then particularly fpe-
cifiedo—In thy Seed fball all the Kindreds of the Earth—
Be laid under Conditions ! Be obliged to execute
Terms ? No; but, fhall be bleffed. Blefled with all
Bleffings, temporal, fpiritual, eternal—1In thy Seed—
That is in CHRIST—Without any Regard to
Qualifications

* Al il 25.
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Qualifications or Deeds of their own ; entirely by
Virtue of an Intereft in his confummately excellent
A&ions, and confummately precious Sufferings.—
Then the Apoftle fingles out one fpecial and diftin-
guithed Blefling of the Covenant; a Converfion
from Darknefs to Light, and from the Power of Satan
to the Service of GOD. Or, as itis exprefled in the
following Verfe, 4 turning from all Iniquity.—This
is ftill exhibited to our Contemplation, as the Fruit
of the Covenant of Grace ; as the Thing for which
it makes Provifion, not introduory to, but confe-
quent upon, our Participation of it. .

If therefore, in fpeaking of Holinefs and Obedi-
ence, we reprefent them ‘as the Promifes, rather
than the Demands of the Covenant, we evidently
follow the Apoftle’s Example. Were we to take
the contrary Courfe, we fhould a& as prudently as
. the Sportfman, who, entering his Horfe for a Plate,

" chufes to have him walk backwards, rather than run
forwards; Would this increafe his Speed? Would
this help him to outftrip his Rivals? or enable him
to win the Prize ?—Shall we, in order to avoid the
Charge of dntinomianifin ruth into this Abfurdity?
I am perfuaded you could not with to fee fo egregi-
ous a Piece of Folly, evenin your Enemy; much

lefs in
. Your, &%,

LETTER
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LETTER IX

REv. Sir,

I'WIS H you would confider with fome Attention,
that emphatical Memento of the Apoftle, Since
ye knew the Grace of GOD in Truth. Here he inti-
mates, that we may have a Knowledge of Grace,
which is not genuine; not free from corrupt Mix~
ture, not true.—It may be fo difcoloured with Error,
or blended with fo much of the Law, as no longer
to appear like itfelf.—The Language of fuch Per-
fons, is fomewhat like the Language of the Ifraelites,
after their Return from Captivity, who fpoke neither
the Hebrew, nor the Heathenith Dialeét; but ex-
prefled themfelves half in the Speech of 4/bdod, and
half in the Speech of Sion.
1t is true, fays Afpafio, I cannot perform the Con-
. ditions.—s¢ It is not true,” fays Mr. Wefley. This
is pretty blunt, and pretty bold too; for it is, in ef-
fe@, affirming, that a Man dead in Trefpafles
and Sins is able to perform Conditions. Mr. Wefley
" is not aware, that % CHRIST ftrengthening us,”
is one of the Benefits of the Covenant, compre-
hended in thefe Words, J will put my Laws into their
Minds. ‘
« The Conditions of the new Covenant are, re-
s pent and believe.”—It has been already thewn,
that they are reprefented by the HOLY G HOST,
. not
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not as Conditions, but as Bleflings ; not as Condi-
tions required, but as Bleflings beftowed ; not Con-
ditions on which depends the Accomphfhment of the
Covenant ; but as happy Fruits, or precious Effe&s,
of the Covenant; made, and making good to Sin-
ners, who are wholly without Strength.

*Tis equally true, fays Afpafio, this is not required
at my Hands. ¢ Tis equally true, fays Mr. Weftey,
¢ that is abfolutely falfe.”—This is doubtlefs, a
bome Truft.—It behoves us to provide fome Armour
of Proof for our Defence ; and_this the Scripture fur-
nifhes abundantly. It fur ifhes us. with more than
robur & s triplex. The gcripture fets forth Juftifi-
cation, Salvation, and all Bleflednefs, as Things
perfe&ly free ; detached from all Works; de/péndcnt
on no Condmons, but the Gifts of fovcrexgn Good-
nefs, and infinitely rich Grace.

Though you, Sir, treat Afpafis in fo qnceremom-
ous a-Manner, we will be more complaifant ; you
fhall receive fuch Entertainment from us, as the
King of Babylon’s Ambaffadors received from Heze-
kiah. We will on this Occafion, thew you the Houfe
of our precious Things, the Silver and the Gold, the
Spices and the precious Ointmenty and if not, all, yet
fome of the Houfe of our Armour *.

We are faved, that is, we have all the Benefits of
the -new Covenant. By Grace.—By Grace ye are
Javed.—1It ‘is of Grace and no more of Works.—Who
bath faved us, not according to our Works, but according
40 his Purpaje and Gnm t.

Freely

® 2 Kings xx. 13. + Eph.ii. 5. Rom. x, 6.
2 Tim. i. g. ~
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Freely—Being juflified freely.—The Things that are

Sreely given to us of G OD.—Whofoever willy let him
take the Water of Life freely®.

By Way of Gift—If thou kneweft the Gift of GOD -
—The Gift of GOD is eternal Life.—The free Gift
came upon all Men, to Fufitification of Life +.

Without the Law—The Righteoufnefs of GO D
without the Law.—That we might be juflified, not by
the Warks of the Law.—If the Inheritance were of the
Lawt.

Not by Works— Not of Works, but of him that call-
eth us.—Not by Works of Righteoufnefs, which we
have done, but according to bis Mercy he faved us.—Nat
baving mine own Righteoufnefs, which is of the Law .

By Righteoufnefs, not performed, but imputed—
Faith (in CHRIST, as our all) is imputed for Righ-
teoufnefs. — G O D imputeth Righteoufnefs, without
Works.—To whom it (that is the Merit of a dying
and rifing SAVIOUR) fpall be imputed§.

Not by guiltlefs Bebaviour, but by Remiflion of
Sins—Bleffed are they whofe Iniquities are forgiven, and
whofe Sins are covered—G O D was in CHRIST,
reconciling the World unto himfelf, not imputing their
Trefpaffes unto them.—To give Knowledge of Salvation
by the Remiffion of their Sins .

Not each by himfelf, but all by one—They fhall
reign in Life, by one CHRIST 7 ESUS.—By the
Obedience of one, fball many be made righteous.—By ane

Offering,

* Rom. iii. 34. 1 Cor. 1. 12. Rev, xxii. 19.
t John iv. 1o. Rom.vi, 23. v. 18. t Rom.
iii. 21, Gal. ii. 16. iii. 18, i Rom. ix. -11.
Tic. iii. 5. Phil. iii. 9. § Rom. iv. 5, 6,
23, 24, 2§. 4 Pfal. xxxii. 1. 2z Cor.v. 19.

Luke 1. 77.
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Qffering, he bath perfected for ever thofe that are
Janitified ¥,

By Faith alone—Bcing jufiified by Faith. -—J Moan
is juflificd by Faithy without the Deeds of ‘the Law.—
Through bim, all that believe are jufiified from all
Things 1. ' o

Not on Account of Faith, as a Condition per-
formed ; but on Account of CHRIST, the Pearl
of ineftimable Price; which Faith receives, applies,
and ufes—/ho bas by himfelf purged away our Sinsy
by bimfelf finifbed our Traryjrgﬂiom, made Reconciliation
Jor our Imqmtm, and brougbt in an everlafling Righte-
wfif .

This is the Do&rine of Scnpture. Becaufe it is
of the greateft Importance, you fee, with what Care
it is ftated, and with what Copioufnefs difplayed,
with what Zeal it is urged, and with what Vigilance
guarded.—How folicitoufly the facred Writers ufe
every Form of Speech that may exclude all human
Works ; may fet afide all Conditions and Pre-requi-
fites, in order to fuperfede all Glorying, and afcribe
the Whole of our Juftification to the free Grace of
G OD, and the fole Merits of CHRIST.

" After all thefe Teftimonies of Scripture, fhall we
&ill maintain, that the Covenant of Grace confifts
of Conditions; depends upon Conditions; is fuch as
we cannot expe& to have made good till certain
Conditions are, by us, duly and truly fulfilled? Dag-
gon may as well ftand in the Prefence of the Ark, as
fucha Notxon in the Face of thefe evangelical Texts.

‘ All,

* Rom. v. 17, 18, 19. Heb. x, 14. + Rom.
v. 1. iii. 28, AQs xill, gg. t Heb. i. 3.
‘Dan. ix. 24, .
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All, all is free to us Sinners, though it was not
free to CHRIST our SAVIOUR.—He paid the
Price. He performed the Conditions. If you would
~ know what Price was paid; what Conditions were
performed, and on what Terms we inherit the Blef-
fing; you, Sir, may receive Information from Mr.
Fohn Wefley, who fays, in his Comment; ¢ All the
« Bleflings of*the new Covenant are fecured to us
¢ by the one Offering of CHRIST.” According
to this Commentator, they are not only procured for
us, but fecured to us. How could either of thefe be
true— Much more, how could the latter be falt—
if the Bleflings were fufpended on any Performance
or any Agquifition of ours? If I am not to enjoy
them until I difcharge this or that Duty, they are not
procured for me ; if I am not to enjoy them unlefs I
become poffefled of this or that Quality, they are not
fecured to me; not fecured to me, as the Eftate is
to an Heir, even whilft he is a Minor, but only as
the Prize is to a Racer, in cafe, by exerting his
Speed and his Strength, he arrives firft at the Goal;
which was never yet called Security, but allowed to
be mere Uncertainty.

As to this Point, others may receive Information
from the Prophet Zcchariah. By the Blood of thy
Covenant, I have fent forth thy Prifoners out of the Pit,
wherein was no Water *. Thy Prifoners, thofe wretched
Creatures, who were in a State of Guilt,- and under
the Sentence of Death; fubject to the Tyranny of
the Devil, and liable to the Damnation of Hell. In
this difmal State they were, as in a Pit unfathomably
deep ; from which there feemed no Poffibility of
Efcape, nor any Method of Deliverance. A Pit,

N in

® Zech, ix. 11.
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in which there is no #Water, nothing but abfolute
Mifery, without a Gleam of Hope, or a Drop of
Comfort. I have fent them forth into a Place of Li-
berty ; where they obtain Pardon, and enjoy Peace,
are fatisfied with the Plenteoufnefs of my Houfe, and
drink of my Pleafures as out of a River. All this, by
the Bloed of thy Covenant.—Blood was the righteous
Term, Blood was the dreadful Requirement, even
that infinitely precious Blood of CHRIST, on which
the Covenant of our Freedom was eftablithed, and
by which its rich Bleflings are procured.” Which is
called thy Govenant *, O Daughter of Sion, thou
Church of the Firft-born, becaufe it was made in
thy Namec; made with thy divine Surety, and for
thy unfpeakable Good.

This is not only falfe, but % moft dangeroufly
« falfe—If we allow This, Antinomianifm comes in
« with a full Tide.” Pray, Sir, what do you
mean by Antinomianifm? Such a Contrariety to the
Law, as debafes its Dignity ; deprives it of its proper
Honour and proper End +?

Surely then, not Afpafio’s, but Mr. Wefley’s Te-
nets, are chargeable with this Kind of Heterodoxy:
Since they would caufe the Law to be put off with a
Mite, when Millions of Talents are its Due—Oblige
it to be content wnth errant Deficiency, when the

‘ ‘moft

* Thy Covenant. The Words are not addreffed to
CHRIST, but to his Church. As the Hebrew nx being
in the feminine Gender i intimates.

+ The End of the commanding Law is Righteoufnefs,
Rom. x. 4. The End of the violated Law is gum(hment.
Gal. iii. 16 Both thefe Ends are anfwered by the Inter-
pofition of an obedient and crucified REDEEMER, but
on no other Scheme, and in no other Manner whatevcr.

s
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.moft finlefs Obedience, and the moft exalted Per-
fection are what it demands.

Do you mean by Antinomianifm, fuch a Contra-
riety to the Law, as difgegards its Duties, and vio- .
lates its Precepts ? Then the Apoftle Pau! thall reply;
The Grace of GO D, which bringeth Salvation, hath
appeared unto all Men ; teaching us, that denying Ungod=
Uinefs and worldly Lufls, we fhould live foberly, righte-
oufly, and godly.~The Grace of GO D, his infinitely
* free Favour, of which we have a Specimen in the
preceding Texts, which fcorns to be fhackled with
Conditions, or meanly dependent’ on human Endea-
vours—This Grace, requiring nothing of the Crea-
ture, but bringing Salvation, fpiritual and eternal
Salvation,finifhed by the incarnate CREATOR,
‘and free for the chiefeft of Sinners.—This Grace
being revealed in the Gofpel, being difcerned by

Faith, and thus appearing in Luftre,.and with
Power, to all Men—To Men of every Rank, every
Age, every Chara&ter ; making no Difference be-
tween the Servant and his Mafter, between the
ruddy Stripling and the hoary Sire ; between the vile
Proftitute and the chafte Veftal, but opening its in-
exhauftible Treafures, to be received by one as well
as the other—This Grace does what? ¢ Caufe An-
¢ tinomianifm,” or practical Ungodlinefs, * to
¢ come in with a full Tid¢?”” Quite the Reverfe—
It reprefles it like an immoveable Barrier. It teaches
s to deny*, to renounce Ungodlinefs, a/l Ungodlinefs,

N 2 not

* The Word is apmeaune, which does not fignify, to
abolifh totally, or to deftroy. utterly; but to difavow
and renounce, to refufe Admittance, or not to yield

Compliance. There may be, ¢ven in the Regene‘r'ate,
ome
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not only external grofs Abominations, but worldly
Lufts alfo, every vicious Inclination, and every ir-
regular Defire. Farther, it teaches us to live foberly,
with regard to ourfelves, righteoufly towards our
Neighbours, and godly to our great CREAT OR.
The original Word is particularly beautiful and
fignificant, it is not vaces, prefcribeth, by way of
Rule, nor ¢xflacce, enjoineth, by way of Authority;
but waidevsea, teacheth, by way of Inftruction,
pointeth out the effetual Method of obeying the
Precepts, and conforming to the Rule. A Tyrant
may command his Slave to write, or make a Profici-
ency in Writing. A kind Tutor forms him to it,
fhews him how to do it, and renders, what other-
wife would be an irkfome, perhaps an impraticable
"Tafk, both eafy and pleafant.—So this Grace clearly
manifefted in the Underftanding, and cordially ap-
prehended by the Will, renders every Duty of Holi-
nefs both pradlicable and pleafant; it gives us a
Heart, and a Hand, and Ability to exercife ourfelves
unto univerfal Godlinefs. :
CHRIST has performed all that was condition-
ary for me, fays Afpafio. “ Has he repented and
¢ believed for you?” fays Mr. Wefley; a Queftion
‘already anfwered in the Dialogues.—¢ No ; replies
¢ Mr. Wefley, not anfwered, but evaded. He per-
¢ formed all that was conditionary in the Covenant
« of Works, is nothing to the Purpofe, for"we are
<« not talking of that, but of the Covenant of Grace.”
Give me Leave to tell you, Sir, that you are greatly
miftaken here, we are talking, at leaft we ought to
be talking of the Covenant of Works, when we
talk
fome Remainders of Ungodlinefs, but influenced by

" Grace, they will conftantly turn a deaf Ear to its Solici-
tations, or refolutely fay Nay to its Demands.
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talk of the Covenant, which CHR IST came un-
der. It was a Covenant of Works to him, which,
by his Execution of it, became a Covenant of Grace
for us. He became anfwerable for our Debt, the
Debt was exa&ted without the leaft Abatement. In
this Refpe&t GOD jfpared not his own Son. And is
not this the Tenour, are not fuch the Lﬁ'e&s ‘of a
Covenant of Works?

CHRIST is called the Surety of a better Cove-
nant, that is, a Surety provided and admitted by a
better Covenant: In this Peculiarity, infinitely mo-
mentous and comfortable, the new Covenant is better,
becaufe it brings in a Subftitute, to difcharge what
was contracted under the old, which neither provided,
nor allowed, nor knew any fuch Thing.—It is written,
CHRIST was made under the Law ; therefore not
ugder a Covenant of Grace, If you can thew me,
in the Conftruction of the Law, any Hint of Faith
in the Merits of another, or any mention of repent-
ance unto Life, 1 will retra&t my Opinion, that
CHRIST performed whatever was conditionary ;
I will do Honour to thofe genteel Expreflions, and
fubmit to thofe cogent Arguments, ¢ *Tis not true—
¢ *Tis nothing to the Purpofe—’T'is abfolutely falfe.”

.« If CHRISTs perfeét Obedience be ours, we
¢ have no more Need of Pardon than CHRIST
¢ himfelf. The Confequence is good, you have
¢ ftarted an ObjeQion which you cannot anfwer.”
—It is anfwered in the Dialogues—Whether in a
fatisfaltory, or infufficient Manner, the Reader
muft determine.—But fuppofe we admit the Confe-
quence ; it implies no more, than the Apoftle af-
firms— By one Offering he hath perfetted for ever them
that are fanétified. Let me tranfcribe your own * Ex-

N plication
* Explanatory Notes in Joc,
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plication of this Paffage.— He hath done” (ob-
ferve, you yourfelf fpeak of CHRIST’s doing;
in this Place only of CHR IS8 T’s doing, yet I would
not be fo injurious to your good Senfe, as to imagine
that- you exclude his Suffering) ¢¢ all that was need-
¢ ful, in erder to their full Reconciliation with
« GOD.” This Expofition I approve, as far as
it goes, only you have omitted one very weighty
Circumftance, comprehended in the Word < ever ;”
by this doing and fuffering, Believers are fully and
perfe&tly reconciled, not for a Day only, or for any
particular Time, but for ever. The Pardon is ir-
revocable ; the Blefling unalienable. Not like the
Mo:on, which now waxes, and anon wanes, but like
the Sun, which is always the fame ; ever fhines with
the fame Plenitude of Rays; and needs only to ap-

pear, in order to appear unchangeably bright.
This reminds me of a more dire& Anfwer to
‘your Difficulty. The repeated Pardon, which Be-
lievers implore, is opnly a Witnefs-bearing to the
Truth, or a répeated Manifeftation of it to our Con-
fciences.—Will you find Fault with this Docrine ?
Might you not, for the very fame Reafon, fay, if the
Atonement of CHRIST’s Death, was abfolutely
perfed, there could be no Need of -his Interceflion
at GOD’s right Hand? Yes, for the aual Appli-
cation of the great Atonement, and the continual
Communication of its happy Fruits, this Interceflion
is neceflary. So, though our Juftification is com-
plete, though our Sins have all been laid upon our
LORD; and are not to be done away by fome
Duties of our own, but already done away by the Sa-
erifice of HIMSELF ; yet the Application of this
Blefling, the Revelation of it to our Hearts, is daily,
hourly,
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hourly, inceffantly needful. Therefore he faith,
fpeaking of his Vineyard the Church, I will water it
every Mament.—Whereby? In what Manner? What
fpiritual Bleffings correfpond with, watering the
thirity Soil ? The Difcovery of complete Pardon,
of complete Acceptance, of complete Salvation in
CHRIST. This will make the Soul like a watered
Garden.—This will caufe Joy and Holinefs to blof-
fom as a Rofe.

Both the Branches of the Law, the preceptive and
the penal, in the Cafe of Guilt contraéted, muft be
fatisfied. ¢ Not fo.”’—If not, one of them muft
pafs unfatisfied, and unfulfilled. Whereas, our
L ORD declares, that Heaven and Earth fball pafs
away, fooner thaw one Jot, or one Tittle of the Law
Jhall faid of its Accomplithment. Will you under-
take to prove, either that the preceptive, or elfe that
the penal Part of the Law, does not conftitute fo
much as one Jot or one Tittle of its Contents ? Then,
and then only, your Affertion may confift with our
LORD’s Declaration. , This will be an Under-
taking as adventurous as your next is dlﬁnge-
nuous.

¢ Not fo, CH R IST by his Death alone (fo our
¢ Church teaches) fully fatisfied for the Sins of the
« whole World.”>—By bis Death alone, that is, in
Contradiftin&ion to all human Works, as -efficient
or adjutant Caufes: Fully fatisfied, that is, without
having, and without needing the Concurrence of
any human Satisfaltion. It is fpoken in Oppofition
to out Endeavours, not to his own moft glorious
Obedience. But do you really want to be informed
that our Church means no fuch Thing, as you would
infinuate ? Have you never heard her profefs, and

N 4 : require
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require to believe, what Apafic maintains ? If not,
be pleafed to read the Quotations from her Homilies,
which he has produced, Vol. IL. Pag. 316, 317 *.
Read thefe, and I cannot but think, you have Mo-
defty enough to blufh at an Attempt, to palm upon
the Public, fuch an apparent Mifreprefentation of our

venerable Mother.
¢ The fame éreat Truth is manifeftly taught in
<« the xxxift Article.”—What? That CHRIST,
by his Death alone, or by fbedding his Blood alone
without fulfilliug the Law perfeitly, fatisfied for the
Sins of the World ! Then the Articles and the Ho-
milies moft flatly contradi& one another.—Upon this
you afk; ¢ Is it therefore fair, is it honeft, for any
« one to plead the Articles of our Church in De-
¢ fence of abfolute Predeftination ”* Indeed, Sir,
1 know not what you mean by this Interrogatory,
¢ or

* As this Pamphlet may poflibly fall into the Hands
of fome Perfons, who have not the Book, entitled Theron
and l/})gfa; I will, for their Sakes, tranfcribe one of
the Teftimonies, to which we are referred.

In the Homily concerning the Salvation of Mankind,
we read the following Words.—¢¢ The Apoftle toucheth
s¢ three Things, which muft go together in Juftification,
¢¢ on GOD’s Part his great Mercy and Grace. On
¢¢ CHRIST’s Part, the Satisfa&tion of G O D’s Juftice,
¢¢ or the Price of our Redemption, by the Offering of
¢ his Body and fhedding of his precious Blood, with
¢¢ fulfilling of the Law perfetly. On our Part, true
¢¢ and lively Faith in the Meritsof 7ESUS CHRIST,
¢ which yetis not ours, but by GOD’s Working in us.”?
You fee, according to the Judgment of our Reformers,
not only the Offe ‘ing of CHRIST s Body, and the Shed-
ding of CHRIST"s Blood, but alfo his perfett fulfilling
of the Law, are the adequate Price of our Redemption.
Yet Mr. Wyfley is pleafed to exclude thelatter ; and ven-,
tures to affirm that he has the Authority of our Church
for fuch an Opinion, and for fuch a PraQice.
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or at what you aim. Does Afpafio plead the Arti-
cles for any fuch Purpofe? Not that he fhould be
afraid, in Cafe there was an evident Occafion, to
advance fuch a Plea, and perhaps might put Mr.
Wefley to greater Difficulty than he is aware of, in
order to elude the Force of it.—But he does not in
this Place come within View of the Point; nor fo
much as remotely hint atit. No, nor in any Part
of the three Volumes, does he once touch upon ab-

lute Predeflination, much lefs does he plead the Ar-
ticles of our Church. in its Defence. So that your
inferential Word ¢ therefore,” is a Conclufion with-
out Premifes.

Abfolute Predeftination is a Phrafe not to be
found in all the Dialogues, or in any of the Letters,
But it is a Phrafe which Mr. /#7¢/ley thinks to be
alarming and difgufting, on which Mr. fly has
Jearned to fay many horrible and fhocking Things ;
therefore be it right or wrong, be it true or falfe,
Apafio thall be charged with the obnoxious Expref-
fion.—When he mentions Predeftination, it is in
the very Words of Scripture ; without dwelling
upon the Subject; without refting his Caufe upon
it; without attempting,either to explain, or to efta- .
blith it. This he leaves, and ever will leave, to
clearer Heads and abler Pens.—As to your < abfo-
« late,” this is not what Alpafio fpeaks, but what
Mr. Wefley would make him fpeak, a Word, which
in this Conne&ion he never ufed, nor fo much as
dreamt of ufing, for which Reafon, I call it, not
bis, but yaurs.—MayI pot then retort your own
Queftion? And afk, is it fair, is it honeft, to put in-
to your Friend’s Mouth Words which he never ufed,
and then exclaim againft them?

. o What
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What follows in this Paragraph is prodigious in-
deed, ¢ Seeing the xviith Article barely defines the
¢ Term ;" that is, the Church does not believe
the Doctrine, nor require any fuch Belief from her
Members? Why then does fhe fele& it for one of
the Articles ? Why pronounce it agreeable to GOD’s
Word ? Why forbid Difputation againft it? Pity,
but we had been acquainted with this fine Diftin&ion
-when we were Students at Oxford—We then de-
clared our Approbation of the academical Statutes ;
we engaged to obferve them all, and confirmed our
Engagement with an Oath.—But how eafily might
we have eluded the Obligation, if, when called up-
on for Conformity and Obedience, this Salvo had
come into our Heads ; ¢ The Univerfity does not in
¢ thefe Statutes, fet forth our Duty, but barely de-
<« fines the T'erms ; fhe does not infift upon a Con-
« formity, but only flourithes a little upon Terms,
¢« and leaves us to obey or difobey, as we ﬂJall feel
¢ ourfelves inclined.”

¢« Barely defines the Ternr; without either af-
¢« firming or denying the Thing.”—How ! Does
fhe not affirm the Thing # when fhe fliles it an ex-
cellent Benefit of GOD ? Declares it to be full of
fweet, pleajant, and unfpeakable Comfort to the God-

1y ? That it greatly efiablifhes and confirms their Faith
of eternal Salvation, and fervently kindles their Love
towards GOD? ¢ Not affirm the Thing !”’~~When
fhe exprefly afcribes fuch Fruits and Confequents to
"it! This is not only affirming, but affirming with
_the higheft Approbation, like proclaiming the ng,
and placing the Crown upon his Head.

In one Part of your Prefervative, you enumerate,
and very properly difplay, what you call < the five

¢ Bene-
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¢¢ Benefits of Baptifm.” Suppofe a Quaker, upon read-
ing this Paflage thould fay, “Friend /#/ley, thou barely
¢ defineft the Term, thou neither affirmeft nor dé-
¢ nieft the Thing—This is no Proof that thou thy-
s¢ felf believeft a Tittle of Water Baptifin, or would-
- ¢ eft have thy Readers believe the Reality of any
¢ fuch Ordinance.” Should the Quaker argue thus,
he would argue juft like yourfelf. But I apprehend
he would not be fo boldly difingenuous, he would
rather confefs ; ¢ Friend Fobn doth certainly main-
¢¢ tain and believe thefe Things ; but his Opinion
¢ is miftaken, and his Arguments are inconclu-
s¢ five.” < The xxxift Article totally overthrows
$¢ Predeftination, and razes it from the Foundation.”
If fo, it makes one Article contradict another : Con-
fequently, weakens the Authority, and undermines
the Credibility of them all. In this Article are two
Points more particularly proper for our Enquiry.
The great Salvation, and the Number of the Saved—
I cannot but query, whether you believe the former,
or rightly underftand the latter ?
The great Salvation, exprefled in the following
Words; « The Offering of CHR IST once made,
" 8 is that perfect Redemption, Propitiation, and Sa-
¢« tisfaltion for all the Sins of the whole World,
s both ariginal and a&ual.” If I fake thefe Words
as 1 am enjoined, in the literal and grammatical
Senfe, I. muft believe, that-CHRIST engaged to
fatisfy offended Juftice, for every Sin which I have
committed, or fhall commit, throughout my whole
Life. My paft Sins at that Time, had no more Ex-
iftence, than my future Sins have at this Hour, but
both were equally laid upon my LORD.

Having
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Having undertaken this greateft of all Works, I
muft believe that he fully accomplithed it; and ac-
tually fatisfied for all my Tranfgrefions, of every
Kind and every Date.—A Poffibility, or mere Chance
of being redeemed, can never be reckoned a perfe&t
Redemption ; neither would our SAVIOUR have
paid down a pofitive Price for a precarious condi-
tional Good, much lefs would he have paid an im-
menfe, an infinite Price, upon a bare Uncertainty,
whether it fhould take any Effe&, or ever obtain
its defired End—1I believe therefore, that the Satif-
faQion is made for me, that G OD has received the
all-fufficient Atonement in Behalf of all my Provo-
cations, and that there is no more Ground of Con-
demnation for me a vile Sinner, than there is Room
for the Profecution of an Infolvent, all whofe Debts -
are defrayed, even to the very laft Mite.

The Number of the Saved, exprefled in thofe
Words—The Sins of the whole World. 'This'1 ac-
knowledge to be the Language of Scripture; and I
promife myfelf you will bear with me, while I of-
fer my Thoughts, concerning the Occafion and the
Import of fuch Language.

In the Antediluvian and Patriarchal Ages, the
LORD JEHOVAH confined his Favour to a
few particular Families.—When he formed his /-
rael into a commonwealth, he chofe them to him-
felf, and feparated them from all other Nations.
To them he gave his Oracles, his Qrdinances and
his Covenants, yea, he honoured and indulged them
with his divine Prefence: In this the Ifraelites glo-
ried; they appropriated this Privilege to themfelves,
and held other People at a Diftance, looking upon
them as Strangers, and without GOD in the World;

hence
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hence that chofen Seed fpares not to fay, ¢ We are
« thine; thou never bareft Rule over them; they
« were not called by thy Name.”.—At the Com-
mencement of the MESSIA H’s Kingdom, the
LORD purpofed to change the Scene, and'vary
the Difpenfation, by admitting both Fews and Gen-
tiles to an Intereft in the great Salvation; as they
were equally chargeable with Sin, and equally liable
to the Curfe, they fhould now ftand upon a.Level;
be equally Sharers in that divine SAVIOUR, who
fubmits to be made Sin, and to be made a Curfe for
both alike. Thisthe HOLY GHOST exprefly
and repeatedly promifed, fe (that is, the REDEEM-
ER which is to come) fball peak Peace unto the Hea-
.then; His Dominion fbail be from Sea, even to Sea,
and from the River even to the End of the Earth,
Notwithftanding fuch Prophecies, and fuch Pro-
mifes,.our LORD himfelf, when he entered upon
his Miniftry, a&ted a difcriminating Part, and kept
up the Partition Wall; in Purfuance of that decla-
ration, I am not fent, but unto the loft 5_'beep of the
Houfe of Ifrael. When he fent forth his Difciples
to preach and to teach, he gave them alfo a Com-
mand to fhew the fame partial Regard; Go ye not
into the Way of the Gentiles. This Condu& of our
L ORD, both under the old Teftament and the
new, confirmed the Fews in their felf-flattering No-
tion, that they were, and ever thould be, a favourite
Nation, and a peculiar People. ‘The Gentiles on
‘the other Hand, were no lefs difcouraged; appre-
hending that as they were, fo they ever thould be,
Aliens from the Commonwealth of Ifrael. But in or-
der to convince the Fews of their Miftake, in claim-
ing the Bleffing of Abrabam to themfelves, and in
’ order
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order to aflure the poor difcarded Gentiles that they
thould be Fellow-Heirs and of the fame Body; our
LORD, in his laft Charge to his Apoftles, alters
the Stile of his Commiffion, and enlarges the Sphere
of their feveral Departments. It is now no longer,
Go not into the Way of the Gentiles, but quite the re-
verfe, Go teach all Nations, all the World, yea, and
every Creature, whofoever believeth, whether Few or
Gentile, fhall be faved.

Still the Fews were hardly induced to give the right
Hand of Fellowthip to their Brethren the Gentiles—
For St. Peter cries, with fome Indignation; Not /o,
LORD. Still the Gentiles, hardly perfuaded that
they fhould be Partakers of the Grace, reafoned
againft themfelves; The LORD hath utterly Jepa-
rated me from his People.—Therefore the LORD,
to intercept all the defponding Objeions of the /az-
zer, and to bring down the high difdainful Imagina-
tions of the former, declarés in a Variety of Places,
that the Difference no longer fubfifts, that CHRIST
has thrown down’the Partition Wall, and laid all
plain and common, and free.—Though the giving
of the Law pertained to Ifracl only, the LORD
FESUS gave himfelf a Ranfom for ALL ProPLE.

Though the pafchal Lamb extended its Influence

only to the Circumcifion, the LAMB of GOD is
a Propitiation for the Sins of the whole World, even
though it be not circumcifed. And now GOD
would have all Men, whether.bond or free, Fews
_or Gentiles, Greeks or Barbarians, to be faved, by
. coming unto the Knowledge of the Faith.
This Account gives us the true Caufe, and points

out the intended Ufe, of fuch univerfal Phrafes.

They are calculated to abate the Pride of the Fews,
to

3

4
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to encourage the defpifed Gentiles, and by excluding
none, they give Encouragement for al to come, be-
caufe, though every yndividual Perfon will not be
faved, yet whofocver cometh fhall in no wife be caf? out.
—By this Interpretation, the Phrafe is neither in-
confiftent with other Texts, neither does our Church
contradi&t herfelf. '

Upon the whole, you will pleafe to obferve, that
I thould never have touched upon this Subje, had
not your Obje&ions, far fetched and forced as they
are, given me a kind of Challenge. And now I
have touched upon the Subje&, it is not as a Cham-
pion for the Caufe, but only to fhew the Weaknefs
and the Inconfiftency of your arguing, how little
you avail yourfelf even-on a Point, where you think
Oppofition vain, and your Arm irrefiftible.

<« Believers, who are notorious Tranfgreflors in
«¢ themfelves, have a finlefs Obedience in CHRIST;”
this Paffage you fele& as faulty, I prefume, be.
caufe it is oppofite to your favourite Tenet, ¢ Per-
« faftion in perfonal Holines.”—By notorious, 1
mean acknowledged, confeffeds indifputably fuch. If
you are not fuch a Tranfgreflor, why do you daily
confefs yourfelf ¢ a miferable Sinner ?”” Why do yoy
acknowledge, that you are ¢ tied and bound with
« the Chain of your Sins,” and declare before all
Men, that ¢ theré is no Health in you?” All this
Mr. Wefley fpeaks with his Lips, and I would hope
. believes i his Heart. Yet all this does not amount
< to a notorious Tranfgreflor.” Pray then, good Sir,
* inform us, what Sort of Tranfgreflor is defcrib.d by
all thefe Expreffions. }

You cry out, ¢ O Syren Song!” The Pfalmift

would have taught you a better Exclamation. If
' this
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this is the Cafe, /et us rejoice with trembling—Are
we notorious Tranfgreflors in Ourfelves ! The Con-
fcioufnefs of this is the ftrongeft Motive to Humili-
ty—Have we a finlefs Obedience in CHRIST?
The Belief of this js an abundant Source of Joy.
When you add “ pleafing Sound to Fames Whratly !
« Thomas Williams! Fames Relly!” 1 am quite
athamed of your Mcannefs, and grieved at your un-
charitable Rafhnefs. How unworthy is fuch a Pro-.
cedure, either of the Gentleman, the Chriftian, or
the Man of Senfe! Unworthy the Gentleman, to
ftigmatize by Name, and expofe to the moft public
Infamy. Unworthy the Chriftian, whofe Charity
concealeth, rather than divulgeth and proclaimeth
upon' the Houfe Tops.—Unworthy the Man of
Senfe, who knows that the Mifcarriages of a Pro-
feflor, are no Argument againft the Soundnefs of a
Dod&rine ;"if they were, would not your own Prin-
ciples totter? Nay, how could Chriftianity itfelf
ftand ? _

Elijab failed in his Refignation, and even Mifes
himfelf fpake unadvifedly with his Lips. < It is
¢ true, fays Mr. Wefley. But if you could likewife
<« fix fome Blot upon venerable Samuel, and beloved
<« Daniel, it would prove nothing.” I have no De-
fire to fix a Blog, but if1 find it in the moft accom-
plithed Charater, this proves the Propofition, which .
Afpafio maintains; ¢ That the very beft of Men
¢¢ fall fhort, that the very beft of Men will be found
¢ guilty, if tried by the righteous Law—That the very
“ beft of Men, have nothing more to plead for A-
< ceptance with the HIGH and HOL'Y one ; than
¢ the Criminal, who Yefterday murdered his Be-
¢ nefaltor ; To-morrow is to be executed for his

¢ Crime,
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& Crime, and is now flying to the Redemption that
“is in CHRIST FESUS for the Chief of
& Sinmers, :
% No Scripture teaches that the Holinefs of Chrif~
¢ tians is to be meafured by that of any Few.” 1
fhould be afraid to advance fuch a Pofition, after
having read that general Exhortation, Be ye Foflowers
of them, who through Faith and Patience inberit the
Promifes ; and thofe more particular References to
the antient Saints, comprimed in the eleventh Chapter
to the Hebrews. Were not they Feivs 2 Does not
the Apoftle propofe them as Patterns for our Imitas
tion? Is not this his Language, /t x5 alfo in Con-
formity to their Pradice !—The Spirit of CHR IST
was in them 3 and < they obtained, (even from the
« fupreme JUDGE) a good Report.”” Agreeably to
this divine Teftimonial, we are direGted to learn
from Abel, a fiduciary Dependence on the great
Atonement, and from Ewach, a Life of Commua
nion with a reconciled GOD. The Prophets aré
recommended to our Contemplation, as ¢ Examples
« of fuffering Afli®on, and of Patience.” Eii-
fab is fet before us as an Inftance of perfevering and
fuccefsful Prayer: And we are dire&ed to walk in
the Steps of our Father Abrabam’s Faith, This was
the Counfel of an Apoftle to others; this was the
Aim of an Apoftle with regard to himfelf ; therefore
I think, it can never be unworthy of you, or unfit
for the moft advanced among your Difciples. Feor
my Part, I fhall reckon myfelf truly happy; I fhall
blefs the Day, whereon I was bornj if I may but
" be enabled to follow the Footfteps of thefe illuftrious
Leaders, though

— — Non paffibus aquis.
o That
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That Chriftians ought to rife above the Level of the
common j'ew:, Ijfrecly own. Mr /Vufley’s Miftake
feems to lay in confounding the common with the un-
common, in not difcerning the Difference between
any and every ; between fome and all. Some Fews
were blefled with extraordinary Endowments, they
bad diftinguithed Communications of the Spirit of
Wifdom and Halinefs. They were as the < Stones
$¢-of a Crown, lifted up as an Enfign upon his
¢ Land.” Their great Atchievements and eminent
Attainments are defcribed in the aforementioned
Chapter, which may truly be ftiled the Golden Le-
gend; great Things impoffible to Flefh and Blood,
they both performed and fuffered. Such as charaQe-
_rife a Saint of the higheft Rank.—To imitate thefe
is the Duty of all Chriftians ; to equal them is .the
Privilege of few.
. Let me illufirate this Sentiment; the Reader, l
apprehend, will hardly think it needs Confirmation.—
Every Graduate in the Univerfity, -much more every
‘Minifter of the Gofpel, ought to exceed the School
Boy in Learning and Knowledge —Yet there have
been School Boys with whom few Minifters, and
fewer Graduates, will venture to compare them-
felves. A recent Inftance of this Kind, we have
in the famous Baratier. ‘This wonderful Youth
when he was but four Years old, fpoke French to
bis Mother, Latin to his Father, High Dutch to his
‘Maid. At the Age of fix, he explained the Hebrets
‘Text, as ready as if it had been his native German.
‘When other Lads are fcarce able to read with Flu<
ency and Propriety their Mother Tongue, he was
not only acquainted with, but Mafter of, five feve-
ral Languages. In his eleventh Year he publithed a
learned

o
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learned Latin Differtation, and tranflated a Book of
Travels, out of Hebrew into French. While a mere
Boy he was qualified to difpute with Profeffors of the
Sciences, was honoured with a Seat at an ecclefiaf-
tical Synod, and admitted to the Degree of Do&or

in Philofophy. Upon this Narrative I fhall only
obferve, that many of the Fews, whofe Names are

immortalized in Scripture, were, in Faith, in God-
linefs, and all that is exemplary, fo many Baratiers.,
« Do not the beft of Men frequently feel Difor-
¢ der in their Affettions? Do they not often com-
¢¢ plain, when 1 would do good, Evil is prefent
¢ with me "> ¢« [ believe not.” What a Proof is
“here! How well fuited to its Office; which is to
controul the Cuirent, and over-rule the Evidence of
ancient and modern Confent. But why don’t you
believe what Afpafic fuppofes ¢ Is your Difbelief
grounded on Fa&t? Are you acquamted with any
"People, who feel no Diforder in their AffeGtions?
Who always do good in the completeft Manner ?
And never have Evil prefent with them? If fo,
what are their Names? Where do they live? We
would go many Miles to fee them. You have no
Averfion to the Mention of Names, when Cenfure
is the Motive, and public Difgrace the Effe&, why
thould you be fo reluftant, when Honour and diftin-
guithed Refpe& would be the Confequence ?
- Do they not fay, we groan, being burdened with
the Workfngs of inbred Corruption ! ¢ This
“ is not the Meaning of the Text. The whole
¢ Context fhews the Caufe of that Groaning was
¢ their longing to be with CHRIST.” You need
not on this Occafion rummage the Context, or take
2 Journey to find what is at your Door. The Sen-
02 tence
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tence itfelf thews, as plainly as Words can fhew,
the Caufe of their Groaning. We groan, it is not
faid becaufe we long to be with CHRIST. This
might be 2 Truth; but this is not the Caufe af-
figned, ¢ We grodn becaufe we are burdened.”
‘Burdened with what? Afpafio anfwers with a Body
of Sin and Death, or with what the Apoftle him-
felf ftiles ro Quslov. This, whatever it means, was
the Load that encumbered them, oppreffed them,
and made them figh ardently for Deliverance.
Does not this fignify all the Infirmities and Diforders
of the prefent mortal State! Among which the fad
Effe&ts of inbred Corruption, are none of the leaft.
Thefe gave thofe magnanimous, but pious Souls,
more Uneafinefs than all other Kinds of Afi&ion
whatever *, ,

The Cure of Sin will be perfe®ted in Heaven..
% Nay, furely in Paradife.” — Apafio knows no
Difference between Paradife and Heaven ; Paradife
is the Kingdom where CHRIST reigns; and is
not this Heaven? Paradife is the Region where the
Tree of Life grows; and is not this Heaven? Hea-
ven denotes the Place, Paradife defcribes its Na-
ture, a Place of confummate Blifs and abfolute Per-
fetion, where is the Fulnefs of Joy and Plea-

fure

. ® ¢« We groan, being burdened, with a Senfe of oor
¢¢ fpiritual Infirmities, and with the Worltings of in-
¢¢ bred Corruption.” "This is 4/pafio’s Interpretation.
*¢ We groan, being burdened with numberlefs Infirmi-
¢ tles, Temptations and Sins.”” This is Mr. Wefey’s
Interpretation in his Expofitory Notes on the New Tef=
tament. Yet here he denies what there he affirms.—
It is faid, I think of lfmael; His Hand will be againft
¢very Man. Mr, Wefley goes a Step farther. His iland
is againg bimfelf, as weﬁ as againft every Body clfe,
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fure for evermore.—However, if it can be proved,
_that they are different Abodes, and imply different
 States *; then Afpafio would be underftood to fay,
_the Cure of Sin is completed in Paradife ; or as foon
.as the Believer drops his Flefh, and enters the invi-
fible World. -
~ This (a perfe& Conformity to GOD) is a no-
ble Prerogative of the beatific Vifion. % No;”
fays Mr. Wefley. Though St. Fohn, one would
think, had fettled and afcertained this Point beyond
all Contradi®ion—Hz fhall be like him, for we fhall
~ Jee himy as be is.~ We fhall,” which intimates,
that at prefent we are not perfeétly like him— For,”
which denotes the efficient Caufe of this Advance-
- ment and Felicity; this complete Transformation
into the divine Image—~ We fhall fee him,” ne
-longer through a Glafs, but Face to Face. We
fhall receive the cleareft Manifeftation of his ineffa-
ble Holinefs and Glory, which will have juft the .
_fame Effe& upon our Souls as the imprinted Seal has
upon the melting Wax.
¢« It would then come too late, If Sin remains
¢ in ys till the Day of Judgment, it will remain
O3 . . %in

® St. Paxl, I am aware, fpeaks of Heaven and fpeaks
of Paradife, z Cor. xii. 2, 4. So does Dawid fpeak of
rifing up into the Hill of the LO R D, and of fanding in bis
boly Place.—But as the fame Thing, though varioufly
exprefled, is meant by the P/a/miff, 1 think we may not
unreafonably underfland the 4pofi/e in the fame Manner.
If they had been different Habitations, methinks he
-would have mentioned Paradife firft, and then the third
Heavens. . Otherwife he tells the Story but aukwardly 3
for he firft mentions his Arrival at the third Heavens, and
“then at Paradife, that is, according to Mr. #e/fley ; firfk
he was led into the Prefence, and then introduced to the
Ante-Chamber.



198 LETTERS TO THE LET. §.

¢ in us for ever.”—You fuppofe, that the beatific
Vifion is not enjoyed, till the Day of Judgment.
But in this you feem to err, not knowing the Scrip-
ture. I have a Defire, fays the Apottle, to be dif-
Jolved—And what is the Confequence, the imme-
diate. Confequence of Diffolution ? To e with
CHRIST; in his Prefence ; before his Throne;
and is not this the beatific Vifion? #illing (fays the
fame infpired Writer) 10 be abfent from the Body, and
prefent with the L O R D.—Here is no Hint of any
intermediate State, but the very Moment in which
the Saints depart from their Bodies, they are prefent
with the LORD ; and if with the LORD, then
“in the higheft Heavens; then at the Fountain Head
of Felicity; theén amidft the beatific Vifion.—To
Heaven Elijab was conveyed in his fiery Chariot;
and into Heaven the firft Martyr was received by his
compaflionate SAVIOUR.~-Neither of them waited
in fome intervening Manfion, as a Kind of Lobsy to
the Heaven of Heavens. This is the Pspi/b N otion,
and very clofely conneéted with the Chimera of Pur-
gatory; fo clofely connefted, that if you take away
the former, the latter drops into nothing—I} am
forry, your Opinions, Sir, are fo much like the Er-
rors of the Man of Sin.

Our prefent Bleflednefs does not confift in being
free from Sin. ¢ I really think it does.”” Spoke
like Mr. Wefley. < I think,” is ftill the Argumentum
Palmarium. < 1 think,” is the heavy Artillery,
which is to demolifh Brigades at a Blow, only here
it is ftrengthened and enforced by that emphati-
cal Word ¢ really.”—But if our prefent Blefled-
nefs does really confift in being free from Sin,

where
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where are your blefled Perfons? We may truly fay,

_ Apparent rari nantes in gurgite vaflo. VIRG,

No; this can hardly be faid, Pirgil’s Defcription is
too full, inftead of ieeing a very few, here and there
one, popping up their Heads, in the great and wide
Ocean of the World; we are not able to find fo *
much as an Individual; thew us one, only one of thefe
Angels in Fleth and Blood, and it fufficeth us.
Whereas, if you perfift in maintaining your finlkfs
Perfeftion, yet cannot produce a fingle Inftance, to
excmplify your Notion, will you not give too juft a_
Handle for that farcaftic Reflection, ufed on another
Occafion ?

With Witneffes many this Caufe.did abound,
With fome that were hang’dy and fome that were drown’d,’
And fome that were loft, and fome never found.

Thefe are Afpafic’'s Words—< It (our prefent
¢ Imperfection) perpetually reminds us of a moft
¢ important Truth, that our prefent Bleflednefs -
¢ confifts, not in being free from all Sin, but in
% having no Sin imputed to us.” He took particular -
Care to guard his Meaning from Mifconftruction, by
adding the Word all: Left this Word, becaufe it is
little of Stature, fhould be overlooked, he printed it-
in Italics. But all this Precaution is thrown away
upon Mr. Wefley. He takes no Notice of this fame
little Word ; nay, he fhuts it entirely out of his. -
Quotation ; as though he fhould fay, ¢ Where is
¢ the Harm of clapping under the Hatches fuch a
“ puny infignificant Monofyllable ? 1 would have it
« to know, I fhall ere long turn adrift more plump

% and portly Words than that.”
04 Apofi
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Afpafis 3lfo took Care to confirm his Sentiments
by a Reference to Scripture, he fupported himfelf by
the Authority of King David.—Mr. Wefley having a
little while ago laboured to depreciate, now ventures
_to contradi& the royal Pfalmifi. Bleffed, (fays the
PGalmift) is the Man—Who is free from Sin? Who
is perfetly fan&ified? This is not the Do&rine,
which the fweet Singer of Ifrael teaches, but blefled
is he, whofe Tranfgreffion is forgiven, whofe Sin is co-
wered.  Deeply imprefled, and quite ‘charmed, with
the Contemplation of this moft fubftantial Happinefs,
the facred Writer proclaims it; repeats it; yes, a
third Time he celebrates it ; crying out with Ardour
of Joy, Bleffed is the Man, unto whom the LORD
imputeth no Iniguity ®. (Neither that Iniquity which
was formerly committed, nor that which ftill de-
files +.) Blefled indeed! May I live under a firm
Perfuafion of my own particular Intereft, in this

unfpeakable Privilege ! May I find it made good ta
my Soul, at the univerfal Judgment! Then let
others take the Kingdoms of this Werld, and all the .
Glory of them.—And as for Ajpafis, he may reckon
his Credit fafe, and his Opinion fully authorifed,
while he efpoufes the Doétrine, and ufes the very
‘Words of the unerring SPIRIT.

« If we are not free from Sin, we are not Chrif-
¢ tian Believers”.—What an Aflertion is here! Affer-
tion, for I dare not call it a Frush.—If it was, whe
then could be faved? Not one of a thoufand ; not
two of a Million ; no, nor M. Fobs Wefley lumfelf

fince

® Pfal. xxxii. 1, 2. Should any Objetion arife from the

next Sentence, the Reader may fee it anticipated, and

fuperfeded, in Theron and Ajpafio. Vol. I. pag. 289 2go.
+ Pfal, xv. 3.
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fince out of his own Mouth he ftands condemned,
He makes this Acknowledgment, concerning him-
felf and his Followers, “ We know by melancholy
« Experience what it is to negle& Works of Righ-
« teoufnefs.” To corroborate his Confeflion, he
adds, «“ We know and feel by melancholy Experi~
¢ ence, what it is to fwerve from our firft Love,
$¢ We feel by Experience”’s~He is willing to
run the Hazard of Tautology, rather than any
fhould fufpe&t the Sincerity and Truth of his
" Proteftation.—And can you after fuch a Confeffion,
after fuch a Proteftation, pretend to be free from Sin?
Is all this, which you know of yourfelf, and feel 2y
Experience, confiftent with a finlfs State ? Juft as
much as a Lethargy is confiftent with the Vigour of
Health, or a fhameful Flight with a glorious Victory.
See, Sir, how you are entangled in your own Net,
how, without being chafed by an Enemy, you run
yourfelf aground. Nor will all your Dexterity, fo
long as you avow fuch palpable Inconfiftencies, be
- able to fet you clear.

You attempt to confirm your Opinion by the
Apoftle’s Declaration ; Being made free from Sin.—
But he and You mean different Things by the fame
Words—He means being freed from the Dominion of
&in—T his is agreeable to his own Explanation, Sin
(ov xupseves) fhall not lord it over you—It may
affault you; it may barafs you; it may gain
fome Advantage over you ; but it thall not obtain a
final Vigtary, nor play the Tyrant over you, To the
Expedience and Necefiity of this Freedom, if ever
we would approve ourfclves Difciples of CHR IS T,
or Chriftians indeed, I readily fubfcribe—Whereas,
you mean being free from the very Remainders of Sin.
’ ‘ ¢ Having

I
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« Having a Purity (’tis your own Explanation) free
“ from all Mixture of its Contrary, and a Refigna-
« tion excluding every Degree of Self-will.” Agaiaft
the Exiftence, or the Poflibility of this Freedom, fo
long as we fojourn in a Body of Flefh, I enter my
~ Proteft.

I we were perfect in Piety, CHR IS Ts prieftly
Qffice would be fuperfeded. < No, we fhould fti'}
© need his Spirit, and confequently his Interceflion.”
But were we perfect, we fhould receive the Spirit
without an Interceflor—An Interceflor implies an
Alienation between the two Parties; or fomething
which, without the Intervention of a third Perfon,
would create Alienation.—7The prieftly Office, whe-
ther of atoning, or of interceding, is founded on a
State of Guilt, to this it bears an effential and inva-
riable Relation.—Deoes CHRIST exercife his prieftly
Office in Behalf of Angels! No, becauf® they excel
in Strength, and are perfeét in Holinefs — Will
CHR IS T exercife his prieftly Office, when all his
Saints are received into Glory? No, bkecaufe then .
there will be an abfolute Confummation beth in
Body and Soul, both in Righteoufnefs and Happi-
pefs, and the mediatorial Kingdom be delivered up
to the FATHER.—Did CHRIST exercife his
pricttly Office before Adam fell? No, becaufe Sin
bad no Exiftence then, and then the Language was,
Let Man be bleffed ; noty Deliver bim from going down
ista the Pit.

The Objeétions laid to my Charge in this Para-
graph, and the whole Side of the Leaf, proceed upon
your favourite Notion; Perfeftion of Holinefs, even
while we continue in Houfes of Clay. As I look
wpon your Foundation ta be a mere Delufion, I muft

of
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of courfe conclude, all that you build upon it to be
chimerical and delufory; therefore, till you prove
your Suppofition, 1 have no Reafon to concern my-
felf with' any of your, Confequences deduced from
it, or with any of your Allegations relating to it.
On one Claufe, however, let me beﬁow a flight
Animadverfion.

Afpafis fays, a Senfe of remaining inbred Corrup-
tion will reconcile us to Death ; Mr. #e/ley, replies,
¢« Indeed it will not: Nor will any Thing do this
« like perfe@& Love.”—Here I think you have mif-
fed the Mark. Nothing can reconcile us to Death
but that which takes away its Sting; and this is
done only by the Atogement of CHIS IST. No-
thing can reconcile us to Death but that which de-
Aivers us from its Terror, and this is effe@ed onl
by the Sacrifice of our great HIGH-PRIEST,
which has converted the King of Terrors, into a
Meflenger of Peace: Nothing can reconcile us to
Death, but that which makes it defirable to depart,
~ and Gain to die; and this is owing, wholly owing
to him who died for us, that whether we wake or
fleep, we fhould live together with him.

OMd Simeon found, that nothing could reconcile
him to Death, fo much as 2 believing View of the
LORD’s CHRIST, feeing GOD made Flefh;
feeing him as his own SAVIOUR, he was enabled
not only to acquiefce in the Summons, but to wel-
come it as a Deliverance—He was enabled to fay
with Compofure and Complacency, LOR D, now
letteft thou thy Servant depart in Peace—Not becaufe I
am weary of this imperfet State ; not becaufe I am
perfe& in divine Love ; but becaufe mine Eyes have
Jeen tby Salwtwn.-Thouah you may not like to imi-

tate
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tate a Few, I moft heartily with for myfelf ; let me
gdie the Death of this moft venerable Hebrew, and leg
wy latter End be like his ! , )

If you ftill perfift in your Opinion, that nothing
can reconcile you to Diffolution like the imagined
Perfeition of your Love, not the Blod by which
the Saints overcame ; not the Righteoufnefs, by which
they reign in Life ; not the Grace and Power, which
have fwallowed up Death in Victory; I muft then
caution you to take heed left you crofs, or attempt
to crofs the River, in the Boat of vain Confidence,
"You have abridged, if I miftake not, the Pilgrim’s
Progrefs, therefore can be at po lofs to underftand my
Meaning,

'One Claufe, I faid—-But I corre& myfelf—There
is another, fo very extraordinary, that you might
Jjuftly eharge me with Inattention little fhort of Stu-
pidity, if I thould pafs it over without Notice. Thefe
are the Words—¢ If we were perfe&t in Piety (St.
¢ Fobn’s Word is, perfe&t in Love) we fhould #ill
¢ be encompafled with Infirmities, and Kable to Mif-
& takes, from which Words or A&ions might fol-
¢ low, even though the Heart was all Love, which
¢ were not exaltly right.”

This is ftrange ! Wondrous firange indeed!
Perfe&t, yet ¢ encompaflfed with Infirmities I’ Per-
fe&, ¢ yet doing A&ions, and fpeaking Words not
¢ exallly right!” You are as fingular in your /deg,
as you are ftrenuous for the Dofirine of Perfeftion.mr
I know not any Protefiant Writer that pretends to
maintain the Jatter, yourfelf only excepted ; and as
to the former, I think it could never enter into the
Head of any Thing living, but Mr. Wfley’s only,

Perfed, « yet encompaffed with Infirmities,” is juft as
‘ found
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found Divinity, as true, yet addited to lying, is
found Morality. g

This is not the worft Property of your Notion of
Perfe&ion, that it is abfurd and felf-contradi@ory.
A Sentiment may be abfurd, yet not very pernicious.
But this is an Error of the moft malignant Kind,
this was at the Bottom of the Pharifees Pride, and
fpirited them on to feek Juftification by the Works
of the Law ; they knew full well, that their Obedi-
ence was not complete; it did not come up to their
facred and exalted Standard, but they had learnt ta.
foften and extenuate their Difobedierice, into Mat-
ters ¢ not exally right.”—This is the Caufe, whj
People profeffing Chriftianity, fee no Form or Come-
linefs in CHR 18T, fo as to defire him, with De- '
fires that cartnot be uttered ; ’tis true they are not
perfedt, they often offend,—but then the Offences
are only human Infirmities; Words and A&ions
“ not exaélly right.” With this, which is indeed
“ the Syren Song,” they lull their Souls into anIn-
fenfibility of their ruined State, and a Difregard of
the all-fuficient REDEEMER,

Curfed ({ays the Law) is every one that continueth
not in all Things, whether they be great or fmalle-And
will you regard that, as a mere Infirmity, and con-~
fitent with Perfection, on which the divine Law de-
nounces 2 Curfe?! Which the divine Law threatens
with all Mifery here, and with everlafting Vehge-

-

~ ince hereafter ! The Apoftle would probably chaf

tife the Author, or Abettor of fuch a Conceit, in the
following Manner; ¢ Wilt thou know, O vaia
¢ Man, that what thou calleft a Matter ¢ not ex«
¢ adly right,” is moft horribly odious in the Eye ..
% of GQD’s infinite Purity ; deferves eternal Death

“in
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¢ the Eftimate of his infinite Juftice ; and could
¢ never have been pardoned but by the atoning
% Death of his infinitely majeftic Son !”
¢ Encompafled with Infirmities, yet the Heart all |
¢ Love! Words and A&ions not exaitly right, yet
¢ the Man all Perfe&ion |””. Thefe are all Paradoxes
which I never faw equalled, only in the Writings
of fome high-flown Papifts. Mr. Wefley’s Words are
not far from a Tranflation, they are to a Nicetythe
Senfe, of thofe very offenfive Paffages, which I meet
with in a Couple of Popith Zealots. Andradiusy In-
terpreter of the Council of Trenmt, writes thus;
¢ Venialia peccata * tam funt minuta & levia, ut
¢ non adverfentur perfeCtioni charitatis, nec im-
¢ pedire poflunt perfetam aut abfolutam obedien-
¢ tiam.”’— L{ndenus, another Champion for the fame
bad Caufe, exprefles himfelf in a more elegant, but
in no lefs fhocking a Manner ; ¢ t Levicula vitiola
¢ lapfuum quotidianorum, afpergines & nazvule
¢ funt: quz per fe non maculant & contaminant,
¢ fed quafi pulvifculo leviter afpergunt vitam chrifti-
¢ anam: ut nihilominus tamen per fe fint perfe&a,
¢ & undiqie immaculata Renatorum opera in hac
¢ vita.,”—If Mr, Wefley pleafes to confider thefe
' Paffages,
® Venial Sins are fo minute and trivial, that they do

not oppofe the Perfetion of our Love, nor can. they hin-
der our Obedience from being abfolutely perfeét.

1 The little trifling Faults which are owing toour daily
Slips or Miftakes, are like Specks, or almoft impercepti-
ble Moles upon the Body, which of themfelves do not
ftain or defile ; but as it were, with {mall Particles of
fine Duft, lightly fprinkle the Chriftian Life ; fo that
neverthelefs the Works of the Regenerate may be of them-
:;!vei _l;crfe&, and in all Refpeéts immaculate, even in_

is Life.
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" Paflages, I hope, he will be induced to alter his:

Phrafe, and rectify his Notions.—If he pleafes ta
tranflate thefe Paflages, his Followers may have'an
Opportunity of feeing, how nearly he approaches to'
fome of the worft Errors of Popery. And may
bence be admenifhed, not to imbibe, without due
Examination, -his Do&rires ; nor fubmit, with an
implicit Credulity to his Di@ates.

+.% The Charges of the Law are all anfwered.”—
At this Sentence Mr. W¢fley is highly offended.  As

_ the Lion is faid to lath himfelf into Rage, fo my Ob-

je&or ftirs himfelf up .into a graceful Indignation 3
ttirs bimfelf, for there is nothing in the Paffage, o
in the Context, to awaken fuch a Flame of Zeal.
If Mr. W efley had underftood Afpafo, according to
the whole Tenour of his Di(courl'e, there wouid
bave been no Room for . bringing Count Zinzendorf
upon the Carpet, nor for making that -injurious
Conclufion, then neither GOD mor Man, can dasm
any Obedience ta the Law.”—This is what Apafe
means: The Claims of the Law, as a Covenant of
‘Works—The Claims of the Law, as being the Conm
dition of Life and Glory—The Claims of the-Lawy
as requiring perfet Obedience on Pain of eternd
Death. Thefe Claims are all fatisfied by our moft
blefled and gracious SURETY.—If not, they are flill
incumbent upon us, and upon every Child of Man.
A Burden this, which neither we anor our Fathers,
were able to bear, which, heavier than the Sands of
‘the Sea, would have funk us all into the nethermoft
Hell.—'This Doérine, therefore, is not ¢ Antings:
“ miani/m without a Malk ;” but it is the Doctrine
of
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of Righteoufnefs without Works*, and of Juftification
without the Deeds of the Law +.

- % Then neither GOD nor Man can claim any
& QObedience to the Law.” Yes, GOD Almighty
may, and GOD Almighty does claim our Obedi-
ence to the Law ; as a Rule of Life, he requires-a
Conformity to his Precepts, as to the Image of him-
felf ; he demands a Performance of its Dutics, as the
Means of bringing Glory to his Name, and paying
Submiffion to his Authority. And none will be fa
readily difpofed, none will be fo effeGually enabled,
0 obey the whole Law ; as thofe who fee themfelves
made righteous by the Obedience of CHRIST,
‘who are thereby delivered from that tremendous
Curfe, denounced on all Ungodlinefs and Unrighte-
eufnefs of Men. ' '

Afpafia thus exhorts his Friend—Let me defire

to imagine, rather may the blefled SPIRI T enable
you to believe, that your Sins are expiated, through
the Death of FESUS CHRIST : That a Righ-
~ teoufnefs is given you, by Virtue of which you may
bave free and welcome Accefs to G OD.—%¢ This
 is not friptural Language,” fays Mr. Wofley. -
Therefore it cannot be found Do&rine, is his Way
of arguing. Harmlefs enough I muft own. But
what follows is not quite fo modeft. “ I wounld
¢ fimply fay;” and furely what / would fay, muft be
Anexceptionably right : This is the Conclufion we are to
make ; otherwife what you alledge, is of no Weight
‘&t all.—<J would fimply fay, By him we have A¢-
¢ cefs to the FATHER.” This is beyond all
ObjeQion, proper.—It is taken from the Apoftle,
and it includes what 4/pafis exprefles.—The Apoftle’s
' Language

® Rom, iv. 6, 4 Rom. iii. 38,
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Lapguage is the Ingot of Gold ;" 4fpafic’s Sengiment
is 2 Thread drawn, or a Leaf beaten from it. Me-
thinks before I difmifs this Topic, | would defire
you to turn back a Moment, and reconfider what
you have affirmed—Your Sins are expiated, is not
this fcriptural Language !—What elfe meaneth that -
Exprefion of the Apoftle? Eis 7o inaoxeoSas rag
apafias 72 Aas, “ To make Expiation for the
< Sins of the People *.” A Righteoufnefs is given
" you, is not this the fcriptural Way of fpeaking 2
“ They who receive the Gift of Righteoufnefs, thall
€ reign in Life.”—By which you have free dccefs
“ to GOD ;" .is not this both the Diale&, and the
Dod&rine -of the HOLY GHOST ? % We have
¢ Accefs with Confidence (not through our punce
¢ tual Performance of any Condmons, but) through
. the Faith of him ;" by a fiducial Reliance on our
LORD’s moft precious Obedience, Blood, and
Merit.
. I-have feen fuch terrible Effe&s of this unfcrip~’
¢ tural Way of fpeaking.”—Here I fancy you flip
into a little Miftake, you forgot the Diftin&ion be-
tween the Uf, and the Abufe of a Doétrine, a Dif-
tin&ion which you can eafily make on other Occa-
fions ; you have doubtlefs feen People, who ufe the
moft fcriptural Way of fpeaking, yet aét unfuitably
to thejr Language ; what Refle®tions arafe in your
Mind, and what Inference did you draw upon ob-
ferving fuch an Inconﬁﬁency? You faid perhaps,
« Their Voice is Facob’s Voice; but their Hands
¢« are the Hands of Efau—-Hence it appears, that
P e they

. Heb ii. 17. 2« 7o Maoxtolas.—Ad expiare, i. €. ut”
expiaret peccata populi, quibus expiatis, Deus nobis redderetur
propitius,
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% they are Hypocrites—They pretend one Thing,
“ and are really another,”—Make the fame Reflec-
tion, and draw the fame Infétence, when you hear
People talking of Imputed Rightcoufnefs, yet fee them
loofing the Reins to Ungoalinefs, then you will be
confiftent with yourfelf, and with Truth; afcribing
the terrible Effe&ts, not to the wholefome Doétrine,
~ but to the vitiated Mind. .

Where Sin abounded, &c. Mr. Wefley rejeQs
Afpafio’s Interpretation of this Text, and offers one
of his own, one, which he had given us a little
while ago; and now ferves a fecond Time without
any confiderable Variation at our Table.—I fhall
only refer the Reader to Page 144, where he will
find this Text confidered, and Mr. 7 /Ieys Expo-
fition canvaffed. |

In this and the two following Paragraphs you find
Fault with the Phrafe /mputed ; yet you fay, * Con-
¢ cerning the Thing there is no Queftion.” . Yeu
would difcard that particular Form of Expreflion;
yet you add, ¢ As to the Dotrine we are agreed.”
Then according to your own Confeffion, all thefe
your Obje&ions are a mere Strife of Words. Surely
fuch a Man as Mr. Wefley thould know how to make
a better Ufe of Pen, Ink, and Paper, than to liti-
gate about Letters and Syllables.—If I thought my-
felf contending only about the more precifely proper
Form of exprefling the fame Thing, I fhould be
athamed of my Employ, and would this Inftant lay
. down my Pen; whereas I apprehend that we are
not ageed as to Doélrine, that there is a material and
very wide Difference between us.—My Opinion, or
rather, my Faith is, that our LORD’s Obedience
to the moral Law in profeffed Submiffion to its Au-

thority,
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thority, and in exa& Conformity to his Precepts ;
his Performance of all holy Duties, and his Exercife
of all heavenly Graces; that all this is a moft eflen-
tial and diftinguifhed Part of his Merit, that this is .
of higher Dignity and greater Value than the whole

World, and all the Righteoufnefs in it—That the

divine Law is hereby more fignally honoured, thin
it could have been honoured by the uninterrupted

Obedience of Adam and all his Pofterity—That
GOD’s Juftice, Holinefs, Truth, receive greater

Glory from thef¢ unparalleled Aé&s of Duty, than

from all the Services of Angels and Men in their fe=
veral wonderful Orders; that this afive Righteouf-

nefs, together with his moft meritorious Sufferings,

are the Ground and Caufe of my Acceptance with

G OD, are the very Thing which procures and ef-

fets my Juftification, making me not barely ac-

quitted from Guilt, but truly righteous, yea, per-

fe@ly righteous, and that before the GOD of in-

finite Penetration and Purity.—This is a View of
the Doctrine, incomparably magnificent and inex-

preflibly comfortable. If you agree with your Friend

in all thefe Particulars, fpeak and write conformably

to fuch Agreement, then you will never again hear

from him in this Manner, neither will he receive any

more fuch Favours from you as the Letter now un-

der Confideration, then we fhall be petfe&ly joined

together ¢ in the fame Mind, and in the famec

¢ Judgment.” .

Alas! this Union, I fear, is not fo eafily to be
effeted—Mr. Wefley ftill infifts, and flill urges,
¢ The Authority of our Church (which Afpafie
¢¢ pleads) and of thofe eminent Divines (whofe Tef-
* timony Afpafis alledges) does not touch thofe par-

Pa ¢ ticular
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« ticular Forms of Expreffion.”— Juftification thro’
imputed Righteoufnefs, or being made righteous
through the Obedience of C HRIST, 1 fuppofe
are the Forms of Expreffion intended. Thefe, it
feems, none of the Quotations confirm, ¢flablifb, no,
nor touch, in Mr. Wefley’s Opinion at leaft; but I
am inclined to hope, that the Generality of Readers
will be of a different Perfuafion, and allow that the .
Quotations and the Expreflions touch and refemble
one another, as much as the Wings of the Cheru-
bim in the ancient San&uary *. i
<« Does not touch.” No! not yet? Then we
muft have Recourfe to fome other Authority, and
fych a one I have at Hand as you woyld hardly ven-
ture, or even wifh to gainfay, I mean the Authority
of Fobn Wefley, M. A. who declares in his Expofi-
tion to the New Teftament—¢ This is fully con-
« fiftent with our being juftified by the Imputation
«« of the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST.” Now I
fhall only remonftrate in Imitation of the Apoftle;
“ ¢ If thou thyfelf ufeft this Phrafe, why wouldcft
« thou compel others to lay it afide? Or, why art
« thoy difpleafed with others for a Pratice which
« thou alloweft in thyfelf ?”’ ’

Surely you will not fay, Imputation of Righteouf-
nefs is quite a different Thing from Impused Righ-
teoufnefs.—Does not the former evidently include
the latter { Can there be a Proclamation of Pardan,
without 2 Pardon proclaimed ! Can there be the
Purchafe of an Eftate, without an Eftate purchafed?

~ Or the Impotation of Righteoufnefs, without a
' Righ-

*® Both the Cherubims were of one Meafure, and one
Size: And their Wings touched one another in the midft
of the Houfe, 1 Kings vi. 25, z7. : ‘
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Righteoufnefs imputed ? If others thould affett fuch
fubtile and felf-deluding Evafions, Mr. #/ley can-
not, Mr. Wefley muft not, he bas precluded himfelf,
nay, he has, with his own Mouth, given a Verdi&
againft himfelf, Is it not recorded in thofe Lines
fubjoined to your Character.of a Methodift ?

Let Faith and Love combine
To guard your valiant Breaft,
The Piate be Righteoufnefs divine,
Imputed and imprefi.

This Imputed Righteoufnefs was once a delightful
Theme ; your Song in the Houfe of your Piﬁrim-
age. Why is it now a burthenfome Stone, which
you would fain fhake off, from yourfelf and others?
Are you become rich in yourfelf, and increafed with
Goods of your own acquiring? We know full well
for what Reafon the Phrafe and the Dostrine are re-
je&ted, exploded, and reproached by the Romifh Su-
perftition, becaufe they difplay in the brighteft Light
the Beauty of FREE GrRace. They hold the Door
againft all kind of human Merit, they cut off every,
the moft diftant Pretcnfions for glorying in Mar;
and refer all the Honour of Salvation to ¥ESUS
CHRIST alone. Admit Juftification through the
imputed Righteoufnefs of CHRIST, and the grand
Bulwark, or the main Pillar of Popery, falls to the
Ground ; while a folid Foundation is laid for that
Triumph and Gratitude, exprefled in the infpired
Hymn, Let us be glad and rejoice exceedingly, but

give the Honour (all the Honour) to HIM*.
The Righteoufnefs of GO D, fignifies the Righ-
teoufnefs which G OD-Man wrought out, ¢ No;”
P3 fays

* Rev, xix. 7.
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fays Mr; Wefley. Your Reafon, Sir, for this Ne-
gative? A Child may deny; A Man of Judgment
will difprove.—Does not Mr. #efley difprove, when
he adds ? ¢ It fignifies GOD’s Method of juftify-
¢ ing Sinners.”—Juft as forcibly as the ¢ Fews dif.
% proved the Meffiahthip of ¥ESUS of Nazareth,
¢ when they cried; ¢ Thou the MESSIAH!
#¢ No; thou art a Samaritan and bhaft a Devil.”
What they alledged, wanted a Proof altogether as
much, as what they denied.—What Mr. #fley here
alledges is a Thread-bare Objection, already confi-
dered and already confuted. Yet, fince it relates
to a Point of the utmoft Moment, and that which is
the main Hinge of our Controverfy, I fhall not be
deemed officious, if, as the Shot has been once again
difcharged, I once again lift up my Shield againft it. -
«¢.The Righteoufnefs of G OD, fignifies GOD’s
¢ Method of juftifying Sinners.”” We have already
fhewn, how low an Interpretation this is; how in-
fipid in itfelf, and incompatible with the current
Language of Scripture: On the other Hand, how
fublime and confolatory, is the Senfe which 4pafia
gives! A Righteoufnefs, which GOD HIMSELF
has provided without any Co-operation from his
Creatures—The Righteoufnefs of that moft exalted,
yet moft condefcending SAVIOUR, who is GOD
and Man in one CHRIST, a Righteoufnefs, dig-
pified with all the Perfections of the GODHEAD,
therefore, worthy to be the Comfort, the Joy, the
never-ceafing Boaft of his People; and fufficient,
infinitely fufficient, to fave even the moft vile, the
moft bafe, the moft defperately ruined Sinners.

“This
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This is a Righteoufnefs, as much fuperior to all
human Attainments, to all angelic Accomplifhments,
as the Heaven of Heavens is higher than a Clod of
the Vallies.—This is 'a Righteoufnefs which could
never have entered into the Heart of Man or Angel
to conceive, but will be the Caufe of their Admira-
tion, and the Subjec of their Wonder to endlefs
Ages—This Senfe fully accounts for thofe rapturous
Expreffions of the Prophet, when fpeaking of the
all-furpaffing Gift, he thus addrefles his fellow Sin-
ners; Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Sion; fhout, O
Daughter of Ferufalem ; behold, thy King cometh unto
thee—He is righteous, and baving Salvation. He is
completely righteous in his Nature, has fulfilled all
Righteoufnefs in his Life and Death, and has thereby
obtained for thee, a full Pardon, a finithed Salva-
tion, a fure Title to eternal Glory.—This accounts
for thofe more rapturous Expreflions of the facred
Writers, when, in- the Fervour of their Gratitude,
they call upon the whole Creation, to celebrate the.
Goodnefs of the incarnate JEHOV AH. Sing, O
ye Heavens'; for the LORD hath done it, fhout, ye
lower Parts of the Earth; break forth into finging, yb
Mountains ; O Foreft and every Tree therein, for the
LORD bhath (in his own Perfon, by his own Obe-
dience and Sufferings) redeemed Facob, and glorified
(not human Abilities, not' human Works, but)
bimfelf, and his -own Righteoufnefs, in the Reftora-
tion of Ifrael*, I

n

* Ifa. xliv. 23. Should any one fay, is this the Senfe of
the Prophet ? 1 atk, is not this the fullelt, grandeft, di-
vineft Senfe? Is it not a Senfe perfeétly true? Is it not
warranted by the Gofpel I;evelation ? Isitnot demand;d

4 4
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In fhort, this is a Righteoufnefs, which exalts
G OD’s Juftice; which magnifies the Law ; dif-
plays all his awful and amiable Attributes in their
fulleft Luftre.—To contrive it, was unfearchable
Wifdom, to beftow it, is invaluable Treafure.—
Tt anfwers in the compleateft Manner, all the grand
and gracious Purpofes both of G OD’s Glory-and of
Man’s Salvation. True Gofpel this! Glad Tidings
indeed! An Expedient for our Recovery greater than
our Hearts could with. We may truly fay, while
meditating on this Gift of confummate Righteouf-
nefs; Where Sin has abounded, Grace has much more
aboundvd. The Bricks are fallen down, but the moft
glorious Repairer of our Bréeaches has built with
hewn Stone. Well might the Apoftle, having this
fupremely excellent Righteoufnefs in his View, -
look down with the moft fovereign Contempt upon
every other {Caufe of) Confidence ; upon every other
Obje& of Truft ; and reckon them Drofs and Dung.

—Well

by that Declaration of our SAVIOUR ; They (the an-
elent Scriptures) tefify of Me? Some Writers, I am
aware, interpret this and orbqr fimilar Paflages, withoat
taking in the unfpeakable Bleffings of C HRIST and his
Grace. But thefe Interpreters feem to att a very injudi-
cious, and no lefs unfaithful Part—I will fuppofe them
- expounding and illuftrating that great Command of cre-
ating Pawer, Let the Earth bring forth Grafs, and the Herb
yielding Seed.~~Will they inodel their Epofition, or fetch
their Illuftration from what appears on the Ground in
the barren Month of December ? Surely, if they have
any Tafte or Judgment, they will form their Comment,
by the Fertility, the Plenty, the unbounded Luxuriancy ~
of April and May, There is much the fame Difference
between the Righteoufnefs.of an incarnate SAVIOUR
and 1all other Gifts of divine Goodnefs, as there is be-
tween the vegetable Produ&ions of the vernal, and the al -
- moft total Sterility of the wintry Months.
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—Well might he declare, that he wpuld never be
afthamed of the Gofpel, in which is this tranfcen-
dently noble Righteoufnefs, in all its Magnificence,
Riches and Glory.

Do you think me rather too warm upon the Sub.
jeét? Let me once again remit you to St. Chryfoflom,
redd his Expofition of that charming Sentence, The
Righteoufhefs of GOD, Tows &c. This venerable Fa-
ther of the Church fpeaks the Thing asitis. He does
not mingle our Wine with Water, but gives us the
" genuine Truth, and triumphs becaufe of the Truth.

The Doé&rine of an imputed Righteoufnefs feems
'to have been typically taught, by the remarkable

Manner of Clothing our firft Parents. All they
- could do for their own Recovery, was like the patched
and beggarly Mantle of Fig-leaves; this they re-
linquithed, and GOD himflf furnifhes them with
Apparel ; Animals are flain, not for Food, but Sa-
crifice; and the naked Criminals are arrayed with
the Skins of thofe flaughtered Beafts—The Vidims
figured the Expiation, made by CHR I§Ts Death,
the Clothing typified the Imputation of his Righteouf-
nefs. ¢ That does not appear,” cries Mr. efley.
Afpafio has produced an Authority from the famous
Miiton._ 1 could reinforce it by another from the
elegant #jifius. If you are not fatisfied with eithet,
or both thefe Teftimonies, 1 will give you a Reafon
for the Sentiment—The Vi&ims moft properly fha-
dowed forth the Expiation of Guilt, by the Redeem-
er’s Blood ; becaufe it is the peculiar End of Sacri-
fice, to make Atonement for Sins; the Clothing
‘moft pertmently denoted the Saviour’s Righteouf-
nefs, which is defcribed, both by the Prophet and
the Apoftle under this very Image—He bath covered °

9 me
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me with the Robe of Righteoufnefs, fays the Prophet
Yfaiah. The fine Linen which arrays the Bride of the
Lamb, is the perfess. Righteoufnefs of the Saints %.—
fays the beloved Difciple. It is like a royal Vefture,
or a rich Suit of Apparel, upon all them that believe,
adds the Apoftle Pgul, The impartial Reader, I
promife myfelf, will allow thefe Paffages, if not to
be abfolutely decifive, yet to have fomewhat more
Weight, than that Atom in your Scale, ¢ this does
“¢ not appear.  As for San@ification, this may very
reafonably rank among the Effe@s of being cleanfed
by the Blood, and adorned with the Righteoufnefs
of CHRIST. Thefe Bleflings produce Peace of
Confcience, and Love of GOD, " Juft as commo-
dious Cloathing produces Warmth, and promotes
Health. And what is Love of G OD, but Holinefs
of Heart in the Seed, and Holinefs of Life in the
Fruit? N
As this (the Nature of true Holinefs) is a Matter
of the laft Importance ; is a Point, on which Mul-
titudes, I fear, are miftaken; I will leave it upper-
moft in your Thoughts, in the Reader’s, and in
thofe of, Rev, Sir, your, &,
' LETTER

* Rew, xix. 8. Ta dnarwpala, beingin the plural Num-
ber, I think may be tranflated, Tufitia omnibus numeris
abfoluta. A Righteoufnefs of all Kinds, and all De-
grees, or comprehendin‘g every Kind, and defeive in
no Degree—Would you fee the Beauty of this fine Linen, _
or the Wardrobe in which it is depofited, confult J/a.
x1v. 24. Theron and 4jpafo, Vol. 11. Pag. 340, &¢c. where
the Paffage is explained, with Copioufnefs and Partica.
Jarity; O! that is was alfo explained with a Propriety
- and Energy fuitable to its eminent Importance ! '
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L ETTER X

REv. Sigr,
. *
E are now entering upon a new Province.

Our Bufinefs will be chiefly of the philological
Kind. We fhall treat principally of #ords. But
as theyare the W ords, which the HOLY GHOST
teacheth, they are like the Combs ere&ed in yonder
Hive. Not empty Syllables, made only for Sound ;
but rich with divine Senfe, and full of the Honey of
the Gofpel, replete with the Manna of Heaven.—
May this Pen be, to the Reader, like fonathan’s
Rod ; when, dipt in the delicious Juice, 4t enlighten-
ed his Eyes, refrefhed his Spirits, and cheared his
Heart! )
-« Almoft every Text, you are pleafed to affirm,
s quoted in this and the following Letter, in Sup-
« port of that particular Form of Expreflion, (im-
« puted Righteoufnefs) is diftorted above Meafure
« from the plain, obvious Meaning, which is pointe
« ed out by the Context.”—Let us examine thefe
abufed and diftorted Texts, in order to difcover,
from whence the Misfortune happened ; how the
Violence was done; whether by Mr. 77efley’s Pen,
or by Apafie’s Tongue.

The firft is from the Book of Fob. Which, as it
% greatly venerable for its Antiquity, and fingularly
to be regarded for its Importance, fhall beg leave

. to
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.to confider at large.—A Sinner is defcribed, lying
under a dangerous Sicknefs; and brought, by the
Force of his Difeafe, to the Brink of the Grave;
by the Multitude of his Sins, to the very Borders of
Hell. In this deplorable Condition, If there be a
M:ffenger with Him, an Interpreter, one of @ thoufand,
20 fhew unto Man his Uprightnefs ; then he is gracious
unto him, and faith, deliver him from going down into
the Pit 5 I have found a Ranfomn *.

If there be with him a Meffenger of the living GOD 5

a faithful Ambaflador of CHR /8T, who may ad-
minifler fpiritual Afliftance to the poor afflicted Crea-
ture.—An Interpretery, who knows how to open the
Scriptures, and rightly to divide the Word of Truth,
Who is a Preacher of Righteoulfnefs, and can pro-
perly apply thec Word of Grace.—This is not every
one’s Talent; nor within the Compafs ot every Man’s
Abilities. He is One of a Thoufund, to whom GOD
hath given the Tongue of the learned; enabling Him
to fpeak a Word in Seafon, and fuit the Condition
of each refpeive Patient.—T0o fhew unto Man bhis
Upright-

* Fob xxxiii. 22, 24. I havetherather thofen to lay
thiis whole Paffage before the Reader, becaufe a new In-
terpretation is given to the Word Mefenger. Here, it is
fuppofed to denote a faithful and fkilful Minifter of the
Gofpel. In the Dialogues, it is fuppofed to defcribe our
LORD FESUS CHRIST himfelf. I fcarcely know,
which Senfe to prefer. Perhaps, both may be included,
the Author, as well as the Inftrument, of Comfort to the
fick and finful Man.—However, the Point in Debate be-
tween Mr. Wefley and 4jpafio, is not affected by the diffe-
rent Application of this Word. His Uprightnefs, accord-

Ing to either Expbfition, may fignify the MK SSIAH’s
Obetlience and Sufferings; mu/t fignify thefe Thingsy
gfqvxded thefe are the only juftifying Righteoufnefs of a

inner; the only Way of obtaining the divine Favouk,
and removing every Evil,
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Uprightnefo; that is, fays Mr. Weflzy, < to convince
s« Him of GOD’s Juftice, in fo punithing Him.”

But is this the Inftru&®ion, which fuch a diftrefled
Sufferer wants? Is this the Word of Reconciliation,
which every true Minifter, in ancient Times did
preach, and in later T'imes does preach ? Or is there
any Need of a choice Inftruétor—One fkilled in the
Counfel of GOD, to teach what the common Dic~
tates of Reafon demontftrate ?—In this Interpreta-
tion, 1 can neither difcern the true Critic, nor the
clear Reafoner, nor the found Divine,

Not the true Critic.  He would acknowledge,
that the Antecedent in this Claufe vy o9nb, is not
GOD, but Man. To Man therefore, if we regard
grammatical Propriety, the Pronoun Ais muft be re-
ferred.—Not the clear Reafoner ; He would obferve
the Emphafis of the Word then *. Implying fome
Difcovery, or fome Conviction, in Confequence of
which, Deliverance from Death enfues; or with
which it is conne&ed. Can this be a Difcovery or
a Convi&ion of GOD’s Juftice, in punifhing Him ¢
No verily.—Much lefs therefore can I difcern the
Jound Divine. He knows, and affirms conftantly,
that this is the Confequence of the MESSIAH’s
Righteoufnefs alone. Which being imputed to the
Sinner, becomes, for the bleffed Purpofe of Juftifica-
tion unto Life, Ais 4.

So

* Verfe 24.

+ ¢« The Uprightnefs, fays Mr. Caryl, chiefly intended
o< here, is the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST, in and by which
¢ we are reconciled to and made onewith GOD. We
«¢ never fee, where our Uprightnefs is, till we fee there
«¢ is nothing that makes us ftand upright in the Court of

«¢ Heaven, but only CHRIST our Righteoufnefs.—This
is
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So that Afpafio feems to have the Import of Lans
guage, and the Scope of the Context, both on his
Side. And I may venture to add, he has the confo-
latory Genius of the Gofpel, yet more ftrongly plead-
ing for his Interpretation. It muft yield but cold
Comfort, to tell a poor Wretch, confined to the
Bed of languifhing, and alarmed with Apprehenfions
of eternal Vengeance ; but cold Comfort muft it
yield, to tell fuch a one, that he has deferved all this
Mifery, and is juftly punithed. Whereas, to inform
him of a Righteoufnefs, fufficient to do away all his
‘Tranfgreffions ; fufficient to reconcile him, and ren-

der

¢« is the great Duty of the Meflengers and Interpreters
¢« of CHRIST, to declare to Man this Righteoufnefs for
¢« his Uprightnefs. And that henceitis (as E/ibu fpeaks)
¢¢ that GOD is and will be gracious unto him.”

Mr. Caryl, in expounding the Book of 7ob, has ac-
quitted himfelf like a Mafter in Ifrae/. His Thoughts
are beautiful and animated. His Criticifms are correct
and judicious. His Language, confidering the Time in
which he wrote, is remarkably pure and ftrong. His
Doérinesare truly edifying, becaufe, generally {peaking,
they are evangelical.—What is a very neceflary, but
very difficult Tafk, in explaining this Part of Scripture,
the Connetion of the Sentiment isdifcovered, the Bear-
ings and Dependencies of the Argument are pointed out;
and the Tranfitions from one Paflage to another, thewn
to be, not wild and diforderly, but juft, regular, and
graceful,

. The only Fault attending this Work, is Prolixity. I

wifh fome fkilful Hand would, by rendering it lefs copi-
ous, render it more ufeful. I.cannot but think, it might
be a profitable Employ for young Students in Divinity,

. toexercife themfelves in abridging Mr. Caryl, Dr. Qwes
vpon the Hebreavs, Mr. Charnock upon the Auributes, or
fome fuch valuable, but voluminous Authors. Thefe, and
many other Works of the fame luxuriant Growth, would
.if put inta the Alembic, afford us the very Spirit of the .

-Gofpel, and the richeft Cordials for our Souls.
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der him acceptable, even to the chaftifing GOD ;
fufficient to obtain his Deliverance very probably
from Death, moft afluredly from Hell ; this is a re-
- viving Report indeed. This will make the Bones,
which Sin and Mifery had broken, to rejoice.

Then, the Sinner and the Sufferer, attentive to
this Inftrution, and applying this Righteoufnefs, is
made Partaker of Pardon. GOD, the fovereign
LORD of Life and Death, is gracious unto him ;
and faith, in the Greatnefs of his Strength, as well
as in the Multitude of his Mercies, deliver him from
going down into the Pit of Corruption, as a Pledge of
his Deliverance from the Pit of Perdition. For I
have found a Ranfom, fatisfaltory to my Law, and
to my Juftice. 1 have received an Atonement, in
Behalf of this once obnoxious, now reconciled Tranf-
greflor.

H fhall receive the Bleffing from the LORD, and
Rigbteoufnefs.—This you would render Holinefs. But
bave you no Hebrew Lexicon to inform you, that the
Word which fignifies Holinefs, is different from
the Expreflion ufed by the Pfalmift? He fays npwy,
whereas Holinefs is exprefled by wap.—Befides, have
you not obferved, that your Interpretation would be-
tray the Pfaimift, into apparent Tautology? He had,
in the preceding Verfes, difplayed the Duties of
praltical Godlinefs, and the Graces of inherent Ho-
linefs. The Perfon he defcribes, poffefles the latter,
and praltifes the former. To fay, therefore, he
fhall receive Holinefs, when he has it already, would
not fuit David’s Corre&nefs ; however, it may fuit
Mr. Wefley’s Fancy, or Mr. Wefley’s Defign.—In this
Claufe, the evangelical Moralift touches upon ano-
ther Particular, which enters, as an effential Part,
: into’
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into the Chara&er of a godly Man ; even the Righ-
seoufnefs which is of Faith, Denoted by the Bleffing
of Pardon, and the Gift of Righteoufnefs. Take
away this, and there is no Acceptance with GOD. -
Take away this, and the Gates, mentioned in the
Clofe of the Pfalm, are unalterably fhut. Unlefs
we are furnifhed with this Paflport, the everlafting
Doors never lift up their Heads.—If you exclude
this Peculiarity, the Defcription is very imperfedt,
and the Piture extremely deficient. Whereas, this
adds the finithing Touch, and gives true PerfeQtion
to both.

Several Paffages are quoted, in‘which the Word
mip7¥ occurs.  Sometimes you would have it fignify
Mercy ; fometimes Fuffification; fometimes fpotlefs
Holinefs. But what Proof do I find, for eftablifhing .
any of thefe Significations ; which differ fo much
from one another, and ftill more from the Truth?
Nothing but the cuftomary Argument, ¢ So it un-
¢ queftionably means.”—Now you muft unquefti-
onably know, at leaft every Novice in the Lan-
guage knows, that the genuine and native Senfe of
np1e is Righteoufnefs. The Word expreflive of
Mercy, is 7on; neither in Senfe nor Sound alike.—
As to Fuftification, the Phrafe never denotes that
blefled Effect, but the divine and meritorious Caufe,
which produces it.

Shall 1, in this Inquiry, appeal to the beft Lexi-
cons, the moft approved Tranflations, or the ableft
Interpreters ! No, I will refer you to the Decifion of
an Interpreter, who is fuperior to all Lexicons and
all Tranflations ; I mean, the Author of the Epiftle
to the Hebrews., He tranflates this very Word, as

it enters into the Name of Meichifedec. And he
’ tranflates
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tranflates it, not Mercy, not Juftification, no, nor
fpotlefs Holinefs, but Righteoufnefs. Even that
Righteoufnefs, whofe Fruit is Peace with GOD,
and Peace in our own Confcience. Now, will you
play the Critic upon this infpired Writer? and fay,
Unqueftionably it means, not what the Apoftle has
determined ; not what Apafio, fupported by his
Authority, has adopted ; but what I think fit to
diétate ¢
An Oppofer of our LORD’s imputed Righte-
oufnefs, who had more Difcretion or more Sub-
tilty than Mr. #efley, would have argued in this
Manner. “ The original Word, I muft confefs,
¢ ought to be tranflated Righteoufnefs. This is un-
«¢ doubtedly the principal and leading Signification
¢ of the Term. But then the Circumftances and
¢ the Context oblige us to underftand it, in the
¢ Notion of Mercy, of fpotlefs Holinefs, or of any
« Thing elfe, that ferves our Purpofe.”—This
would be more modeft and more plaufible, though
not more juft and folid, than your confident Af-
fertion.

Suppofe, we fhould admit this Pretence, what
does the Critic gain thereby ? Muft he not have Re-
courfe to that noble and comfortable Do&rine, for
which we plead? Let the Word be tranflated Mercy,
Why is Mercy fhewn to Sinners? Is it not on Ac-
count of the Righteoufnefs of their SURETY?
Let it be tranflated Goodnefs. Wherefore is Good-
nefs exercifed to rebellious Men? Is it not becaufe
of the Satisfaltion, made by their crucified LORD?
Render it whatever you pleafe, provided it conveys
the Idga of Favour vouchfafed, or of the Benefits

& conferred, it muft terminate, ftill terminate, in that
Q grand
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grand central Point, the Incarnation, Obedience,
and Death of IMMANUEL. :

Sion fhall be redeemed with Fudgment—< After fe-
¢ vere Punithment,” you fay.—The Hebrew Pre-
pofition, fignifying after, is 3ns. 1 find no Trace
. of any fuch Word, in my Edition of the Bible. You
may as well render or interpret the Paflage, in the
Midp. And then, if fome other Critic fhould be
inclined to tranflate it, before or round about; we
fhould have a large Compafs of Meaning, but
where would Precifion and Exalnefs be found ?—
But why is Sion to be redeemed after fevere Punifh-
ment ? Has her Punithment any Influence or Sway
in the Work of her Redemption? Does the Punith-
ment of Man pave the Way for the Salvation of
GOD? Are Sinners to wait for Pardon and Recon-
ciliation, till they have been feverely punithed ? This
is very difcouraging Do&rine. And, bleffed be -
GOD, it is abfolutely without Foundation. The
Gofpel fays; To Day, even to Day, Sinners, if ye
will bear bis Vom, ye fhall enter into Reff.  You need
not tarry, till you have been feverely chaftif-d; but
this Inftant, believe in the LORD FE SUS and
you fhall be faved. . The LORD FESUS has
been wounded and bruifed in your Stead. He has
received all the Punithment, which you have de-
ferved. Yea, as a Ranfomer, he has paid double,
as a Vitim, he has fuffered double *, for all your
Sins,—Confidering thefe Things, I am ftill dif-
pofed to abide by Ajpafio’s plain and obvious Inter-
_pretation. Not to go out of my Way, in queft of
the pricking Briar and grieving Thorn ; when [
meet with Rofes and Lillies in the common Road.

- In
* Ifa, xl. z,
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In the LORD bhave I Righteoufnefs. This will
not fatisfy our Critic. It muft be through the LORD,
~—What piddling Criticifm is this, even in cafe it
was true, and anfwered fome fpecious End ! but it
is by no means true. . Every Body knows, that the
Prefix 1 fignifies in; and every Body but Mr. #efley
would bluth to affert the contrary. Neither does it
anfwer any valuable End, but the Reverfe, It de-
grades the exalted Senfe, and impoverithes the rich
Blefing. To have Righteoufnefs /» the LORD,
is abundantly more expreflive of glorious Grace,
than barely to have Righteoufnefs through the
LORD. Mordecai had Riches and Honours, through
Abafuerus, and his royal Favour; E/ther had Riches
and Honours, in Abafuerus, as her royal Hufband.
He by being a Courtier, fbe by being a Confort, to
the moft magnificent Monarch in the World.

If Mr. 7Vefley piddled in the foregoing, he flathes in
the following Paflage. He affures us that =mby p1x
. means, fpotlefs Holinefs. Thisis reallya bold Stroke
in Criticifm. But, like many other bold Enter-
prifes, it is likely to prove, not a Birth, but an
Abortion.—b2 fpotlefs! You might as well have
rendered it zoothlefs. It has no more to do with the
Idea of fpotlefs, than it has to do with the Idea
of an Ivory Tooth, or a polithed Tooth-pick. Li-
terally tranflated, it fignifies 4ges ; and may denote
the Perpetuity of this Righteoufnefs, and of its bene-
ficial Effe@s. It was from the Beginning, it is at
this Day, and it will be even unto the End, mighty
to fave. It is the one Refuge and Hope of Sinners,
in every Age of the World, and under every Difpen-
fation of Religion. Through all the Changes of
Time it has been, and through the unchangeable

- Q2 . Eternity
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Eternity it will be, their chief Joys and their Crown
of Rejoicing. ~ .

What Rightéoufnefs fhall give us Peace at the
laft Day, inherent or imputed? To this Queftion
Appafio has replied, in a very explicit Manner, by
prefenting us with a pertinent Extra& from Bifbop
Hall, and by commenting upon a moft important
Prophecy of Ifaiah. In both which, all human
Righteoufnefs is fet afide, and our Peace is derived
entirely from the glorious SHILOH®*. From
Him, who made Peace by the Blood of his Crofs,
and whofe Name is THE PRINCE OF PEACE.
Having this heavenly Blefling, and the Right of
conferring it, as the peculiar Privilege, or unthared
Prerogative of his Crown.

Mr. Wefley is pleafed to deny this Doélrine, and
to aflociate with the Papiftst, in afcribing our
Peace (and if our Peace, then our Salvation) < partly
¢ to inherent, partly to imputed Righteoufnefs.”
—DBut does our Church fo? Hear her own Words.
We do not prefume to come to this thy Table, O
merciful LORD, trufting in our own Righteouf-
nefs ; much lefs then will fhe dare to approach his
Judgment-Seat, trufting in any fuch ‘Thing.—Does

the
. ® Gen. xlix. 10. now Schilo. Nomen Meffie peculiare,
tranquillatorem defignans. ‘That is, the Maker of Peace,

and the Author, of Tranquillity, for rebellious and
wretched Men.

4+ The Doétrine of the Papifts, avowed by a Writer of
theirown, is; ¢ Our Confidence and Hope in the Day
“¢ of Judgment dependeth, not only upon our Apprehen-
<« fion of C HR 187"s Merits by Faith, but alfo upon our
«¢ Conformity to CHRIST, in Charity and good Works.””
—The Reader may fee this Prefumption rebuked, and
this Error refuted, in Dr. FuLx’s dnnotations on the Rbe-

mife Teflament, 1 John ivs 17.
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" the Apoftie Paul do fo? Hear his own Proteftation.
That I may be found in CHR IST, not having mine
own Righteoufnefs, which is of the Law ; which con-
fifts of my perfonal Obedience, and inherent Holi-
nefs. But having this, as the Source of my Peace,

- and the Strength .of my Salvation, the Righteoufnefs
which is of GOD by Faith; even that inconceivably
precious Righteoufnefs, which GOD my SAVIOUR
wrought, and which a Sinner by Faith receives.—
Did Mr. Wefley himfelf always do fo? Let thofe
Lines bear Witnefs; of which neither the Poet,
nor the Divine, need be athamed.

My righteous Servant and my SON
Shall each believing Sinner clear,

And all who floop ¥ abjure their own,
Shall in bis Righteoufnefs appear.

Will that Righteoufnefs give you Peace, which
you abjure? Or, is it pious, is it prudent, is it
_confiftent, to truft in a Righteoufnefs, which you
abfolutely renounce? That which you abjure (a
‘ftronger Word could not be ufed) You confider,
not barely as defpicable, but as utterly abominable.
Whereas, that which gives you Peace at the awful
Tribunal, muft not only be excellent, but incom-
parably excellent and valuable.—See, my Friend,
how thine own Mouth condemneth thee, and not I: Yea,
thine own Lips teflify againft thee*. O! that you
may return to your firft Sentiments, and to your firft -
Love +! And no longer expofe yourfelf and your
- DOC?
+ Job xv. 6.
+ That Mr. Wefley may not be athamed to retrat a mif-

taken Sentiment, | will break the Ice, and lead the Way.
, Ifiit be thameful to renounce Error, and facrifice all to

Q3 Tru‘h’
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Do&rine, to be a bye Word among the People. If
you perfift in fuch palpable Inconfiftencies, who can
forbear taking up that taunting Proverb, A4 double-

minded Man is unflable in all his Ways. ’
But ftop. A Paflage from St. Fobn is introduced,
to fupport this Opinion, «“ CHRIST died for us,
¢ and lives in us, that we may have Boldnefs in the
« Day of Fudgment.”—That CHRIST died for
us, and lives in us, I readily acknowledge. But
where

Truth, I do very willingly take this Shame to myfelf.— -
In a Copy of Verfes, which I formerly wrote, facred to .
the Memory of a generous Benefattor, I remember the
following Lincs.

Owr Wants reliev’d by thy indulgent Care,
Shall give thee Courage at the dreadful Bar,
And ftud the Crown, thou fbalt for ever wear.

Thefe Lines, in whatever Hands they are lodged, and
whatever elfe, of alike Kind, may have dropt from my
Pen, I now publicly difclaim. They are the very re.
verfe of my prefent Belief. In which I hope to perfe.
vere, fo long as I have any Being.

Far be it from me to fuppofe, that any Work of mine,
fhould, in order to create my Peace, or cherith my Con-
fidence, de coupled with CHRIST s moft holy A2. 1{peak
the Words of our Church, and I fpeak the Senfe of the
Prophet. [ awill truff, and not be afraid. Wherefore?
Becaufe I #m inherently holy? Rather, becaufe GO D is
my Salvation. G OD manifeft in the Flefh, has finithed
my Tranfgreflion, and made an End of my Sin. And
in this moft magnificently gracious. Work will I rejoice.
I fpeak agreeably to the Declarasion of the HOLY
GHOST. Fear not, for thou fboalt not be afbamed, neither
Jbalt thou be confoundea. Why ? Becaufe thy inherent
Goodnefs fhall prevent thy Confufion ? No; but on a
Footing, infinitely more folii; for a Reafon, infinitely
more fatisfalory. Becaufe thy M AKER isthy Hufband.
The Confequence of which is, all thy Debts and Defici-
encies are upon Him ; all his confummate Righteoufnefs
is upon thee,
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where do you find any of the Apoftles, from thefe
Premifes, drawing your Conclufion? St. Fohn, whom
you quote, has no fuch Logic. His Inference is de-

-duced from a very different Topic. You give us a
Fragment of the Apoftle’s Words; why don’t you
exhibit the golden Bowl complete? We fhall then
quickly perceive, that it contains a more fweet and
falutary Draught, than you have provided for our
Refrefhment.

- Ev varw revedadlar, n ayamn el quwv, we wap-
enaiay exwpey sv 71 nuepe xpioews, Which we tranf-
late, Herein is our Love made perfel, that we may
bave Boldnefs in the Day of Fudgment*. As you are
fond of criticifing upon the original Scriptures, here
you might have done it juftly and honourably. Here
you might have altered and reformed our Tranfla-
tion; while every capable Judge would have owned
your Service, to be feafonable and important. The
true Senfe of ped’ npwy, is with us, or with regard to
us. Thatis, GOD’s Love, celebrated with inimit-
able + Energy and Beauty in the preceding Verfey -
GOD’s Love towards us is herein made perfe&;
this is its grand and crowning Effect, that we thould

Q4 have,

* 1 Johniv. 1.

+ O Ouos ayamn asw, God is Love. 'ThisI call inimita-
ble. Nothing can be more fimple, yet nothing is more
fublime. For my Part, I know not how to attempt an
Illuftration of the noble Sentiment. It firikes the Mind,
as Light ftrikes the Eye. No Art can make #bis more
bright; and no Paraphrafe can make tba¢ more delicate,
more majeftic, more affeting.—How flat, fome of the
fineft Things, faid by the ancient Philofophers ; how flat
they read, when compared with this animated Stroke of

- divine Eloquence, the Reader, if he pleafes, may fee in
CONTEMPLATIONS ON THE STARRY HEAVENY,
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have, not a bare Hope, but an unappalled Boldnefs
at the Day of Judgment.

As though he had faid, GO D, having reconciled
us to himfelf, by the Blood of his SON—having re-
newed us after his own Image, by his blefled SPI-
RIT, teftifying of CHRIST in our Hearts—
baving carried us through all the Dangers of Life,
and raifed our Bodies from the Duft of Death—He
crowns and confummates all thefe moft indulgent
A&s of his Grace, by giving us an undaunted and
triumphant Confidence, at the Day of univerfai Au-
dit.—According to this Interpretation, your own
Text is againft your Opinion, and refers this joy-
ful Aflurance, not to our Love of GOD, but to his
Love of us; not to inherent Righteoufnefs, but to
free Grace ¥,

Afpafio thus tranflates St. Peter’s Words: Whg
bave obtained like precious Faith in the Righteoufnefs of
our GOD and our SAVIOUR FESUS CHRIST+.
Mr. Wefley gives us to underftand, that this Tranfla-
tion is wrong. It fhould be Faith through—and not
through the Righteoufnefs, but through the Mercy
ofour GOD and SAVIOUR.—He will not al-
low the Greek Prepofition o to fignify in; though I
can prove it, to have been in peaceable Pofleffion
of this Signification, for more than two thoufand

' Years.

* Should it be faid, in cafe you rbus interpret the firft
Part of the Text, how will it conne& with what follows?
Perfeétly well.—And none need wonder, that we fhall
appear with fuch Boldnefs at his Coming; fince they
cannoct but obferve, that as He is, fo are Wein this World.
We are a&tuated by his SPIR1T; we refemble Him in

all our Converfation ; and henceitis evident, that weare -
one with Him,

1+ 2 Pet.i. 1. Toig icdlopor nuiy ?@x&c‘t @isir o Sixaigovi
28 ©sv nuwr %) Twlngos nuwr Ingy Xeisus
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Years. And the Subftantive Bxaiosvyn muft not de-
note Righteoufnefs, though it pleads, as a Warrant
for this' weighty Senfe, the inconteftable Authority
of St. Paul. Give me Leave to tell you, Sir, that
I can produce a Multitude of Proofs, to overthrow
your firft puny Alteration; but produce, if you can,
a fingle Paflage from the whole New T'eftament ¥,
to uphold your laft daring Innovation.

. Here, 1 cannot but obferve ; you abandon your
favourite (ommentator Bengelius; of whofe Merig
and Excellence you fpeak fo hizhly and fo juftly.
He fays, in his'Notes upon the Place, the Righter
oufnefs of GOD our SAVIOUR, is the Righte-
oufnefs of € HR IS T'; which Faith apprehends, and
which is oppofed to a Man’s own Righteoufnefs.—
What is more furprifing, you depart from your own
Comment ; nay, you exprefly contradi& your own
Comment. To edify the Readers of your Expofi-
ticn, you inform and affure them, that this Phrafe
fignifies « both the a&ive and paflive Righteoufnefs”*
of CHRIST. To gainfay what Afpafio has ad-
vanced, you more than infinuate, that it fignifies no
fuch Thing, but only ¢ the Mercy of our LORD.”*
—Nay, to corroborate the true Senfe, and deter-
mine the Words invariably to the ative and paffive
Righteoufnefs of CHRIST, you add, « It is this
« alone, by which the Juftice of GOD is fatisfied.”
If then Mr. /#fley would reconcile, what he writes
in his expofitory Notes, with what he writes in his

Ani-

* The Righteoufnefs of GOD, the Righteoufneft of GOD
(uvr SAVIOUR, never denotes, in all the apoftolical

ritings, the Attribute of Mercy. If it does, and Mr.
Wefley can make itappear, [ will confefs myfelf miftaken
and thank him for correfting my Eror.
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‘Animadverfions on Afpafis, he muft maintain, that
by the Mercy of GOD alone, his Juftice is fatisfied.

I will not exclaim, on this Occafion, as you have
too freely-and not very genteely done, in your Let-
ter to Mr. Law, ¢ Exquifite Nonfenfe * 1> But this
I may venture to fay, Contradiction, didft thou ever
know, fo trufty a Friend, or fo faithful 2 Devotee ?
Many People are ready enough to contradiét others.
But it feems all one to this Gentleman, whether it
be another or himfelf, fo he may but contradi&.

. Permit me, for a Moment, ferioufly to expoftu-
late the Cafe. 'Why fhould you be fo averfe to the
Righteoufnefs of our GOD and SAVIOUR?
‘Why thould you ranfack all the Stores of your Learn-
ing and Knowledge ; nay, defcend to unwarranta-
ble Criticifms, and quite unworthy your fuperior
Abilities, in order to exclude this moft glorious
Truth from the Bible ; in order to exterminate this
moft precious Privilege from the Church? Attempt,
if you think proper, to pluck the Sun from the Fir-
mament, to hide the Light from our Eyes, and
withdraw the Air from our Lungs. But do not
attempt to rob us of what is far more valuable than
all thefe Bleflings, by depriving us of this ineftima-
ble Treafure, the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST.—

‘ Which,

* Mr. Wefley, in the dbridgment of his Letter to Mr,
Law, inferted in the Prefervative from unfettled Notions,
has expunged this and fome other indecently harfh Ex-.
preflions. In fo doing, he has done well,  Since the
contemptuous and the reproachful, even when really de.
ferved, can have no Tendency to confirm our Argument,
but to provoke Refentment. They are not the moft pro«
mifing Means of joining us together, in the fame Mind
and the fame Judgment; but rather the fure Way, to
widen the Breach, and increafe Animofity.
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Which, being a Righteoufnefs, immaculate, all-
furpafling, divine, {wallows up and annihilates our
Guilt; as the immenfe Waves of the Ocean, would
fwallow vp and annihilate the Drop of lnk, that
now hangs on the Point of my Pen.—Which, being
a Righteoufnefs, immaculate, all-furpaffing, divine,
will prefent us before our GOD, and before his An-
gels, without Spot and Blemifh; in Robes, more
beautifu! than the Colours of that refplendent Bow,
which is bended on the Skirts of yonder Cloud.

Therein is revealed the Righteoufnefs of GOD~
©“ GOD’s Method of juftifying Sinners,”  See this
Interpretation examined, and this Objection anfwer-
ed before.

We eftablith the Law, as we expe& no Salvation,
without a perfet Conformity to it ¥*—namely, by
CHRIST. < Is not this a mere Quibble?” fays
Mr. Wefley.—Quite the reverfe. It is no low Conceit,
but an exceeding ferious and momentous Truth.
It is no Play upon the Sound of Words, but exprefles
2 Doétrine of great Solidity, and of the laft Impor-
tance. Tell me, ye that cavil at this Method of
eftablithing the Law, by what other Expedient you
propofe to effe& it?—DBy your paft Condu&? That,
you muft acknowledge, has been more qr lefs a Vio-
lation of the Law.—By the prefent Obedience ?
That, you cannot deny, falls fhort of the fublime
Requirements of the Law.—By your future Beha-
viour? Well, I will fuppofe, that, in fome future

‘ Period,

* The Reader is defired to perufe 4/pafio’s own Words,
Vol.1I. Pag. 369, 370.  There his Sentiments are more
fully explained ; but the Paflage is not tranfcribed, on
Purpofe to avoid increafing the Size of this Piece. Which
alieady fwells to a larger Bulk than the Writer propofed,



236 LETTERS TO THE LET. 1O,

Period, you reach the very Summit of Perfeftion.
Still the Law will have much to complain of, and
will lay much to your Charge. You have not mag-

nified it by a holy Nature. You have not prefented |

it, with the confummate Righteoufnefs of your whole
Heart, and your whole Converfation. You have
not begun, from the firft Moment of your Exif-
tence, and perfevered in this perfe&t Conformity, to
the laft Breath you drew. In this Cafe, either the
Law muft recede from its moft righteous Demands,
and the immutable G OD muft compromife Matters

with his Creatures, or elfe you can never enter into '

Life. Unlefs you renounce all fuch impotent At-
tempts, and arrogant Conceits; talk no more of
¢ pradtifing it, inits full Extent,” but betake your-
felf to CHRIST, who is the End of the Law *,
- for accomplifhing that Righteoufnefs, which its Pre-
cepts demand, but which the Frailty of Man cannot
perform,

Thus we eftablith the Law, as the confummate
Standard of Righteoufnefs; as the original Condition
of Life; and as that moft venerable Syftem, with
which, as well as with its divine Author, there is no
Variablenefs or Shadow of changing.— And does this
Method of fecuring the Dignity of the Law, hinder

or

* Rom. x. 8. CHRISTUS, faith Bengelius, eff venas
sope; juftitiam & witam, quam Lex oftendit, fed dare nequit,
tribuens. CHRIST isthe End of the Law. How? By
bringing in that Righteoufnefs, and giving that Life,

which the Law fhews, and fhews the Want of, but neither
" itfelf gives, nor can enable us to acquire.

CHRISTUS, faith St. duguftine, eff legis finis, interfi-
ciens &F perficiens. The ceremonial Law he has {lain, and
taken out of the Way. The moral Law he has fulfilled
for us, and we in him. Inafmuch as, through Faith in
his Name, his Obedience becometh ours.
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or difcourage a dutiful Obfervance of its Commands?
If not, your Objection derived from that well-known
Text, Without Holinefs no Man fhall fee the LORD, is

— — Telum imbelle fine iu.

If this be the moft rational, and the moft fure Way
of producing the Love of GOD, which is the very
Effence of true Holinefs, then your Obje&ion re=
coils, and falls upon the Head of your own Caufe.—
Can there be a more powerful, a more endearing
Motive to love the LORD my GOD, than a
Perfuafion of his ineffable Love to me, in giving his
dear SON, fo to fulfil, fo to fatisfy the Law on my
Behalf, that I am thereby delivered from all my Of-
fences; am vefted with a perfect Righteoufnefs ; and,
on the Foot of Juftice, as well as Mercy, ftand en~
titled to eternal Life? -

¢« Though I believe, that CHRIST hath Jved
¢ and died for me, yet I would fpeak very tenderly
¢ and fparingly of the former.”—How widely then
does your Pradtice differ from the Apoftle’s? Ve be-
lieve, and therefore have [poken, confidently and in-
ceflantly, in Seafon, and out of Seafon. No, fays
Mr. Wefley, « We believe, and therefore we fpeak
« tenderly and fparingly.”—If you believe, that
CHRIST has lived for you, and fulfilled all Righ-
teoufnefs in your Stead, furely you fhould give him
" the Honour of this wonderful Loving-Kindnefs, and
both preach, and talk, and fing of his Goodnefs.
It fhould be as a Fire fhut up in your Bones; and
you fhould fpeak, that yourfelf may be refrethed, and
your LORD may be glorified.

But you ¢ fear dreadful Confequences:” What?
Where the divine Holinefs fears none? And the di-

vine



238 LETTERS TO THE LET. IO,

vine Prefcience fees none? Are you then more deep-
fighted, to difcern thefe diftant Evils, than Omni-
fcience? Methinks, I would not have fpoken thus,
unlefs I had been wifer than the SPIRIT of Infpi-
ration.—Do you not, by cherithing, and avcwing
fuch Apprehenfions, find Fault with the glorious -
Gofpel, in which this Righteoufnefs is revealed ?
Revealed, as its moft eminent Article, and moft dif-
tinguifhing Peculiarity ?*—A Do&rine taught, and
a Bleffing granted, and both from Heaven! Yet not
fit to be difplayed, inculcated, and infifted on! What
a contemptible Idea muft this give of our holy Re-
figion, and of our holy Revelation, to an inquiring
Infidel 2

“ 1 would never fpeak of them (the altive and
¢ paffive Righteoufnefs of CHRIST) feparately.”
—This infinuates, what Afpafio difavows; and what
you cannot hint, without apparent Injuftice to his Sen-
‘timents.—¢ I would fpeak of it (the former) as fpar-
¢ ingly as do the Scriptures.” Here, you appeal to
thofe Writings, which muft either condemn your Con-
dudt, or their own Propriety. At your Leifure con-
fider the Cafe, and you will find the Dilemma una-
voidable.—In the mean Time, be fo candid as to
read a fhort Note, inferted in Theron and Afpafio,
Vol. II. Page 394. Where you may fee, that the
Scriptures are far from {peaking fparingly on this
Point. It is their favourite and fundamental Topic.
It runs through them, as a golden Woof through a
Warp of Silver ; or as the vital Blood through the
animal Struture.—And whatever yox, Sir, may be
inclined to do, I hope, no Lover of CHR IS8T will
be perfuaded to fecrete this invaluable Truth of the
Gofpel. Shall fuch a Truth fkulk in a Corner, or

' fpeak
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fpeak only in a Whifper? No; let us proclaim it
upon the Houfe-Tops; and wifh, that the joyful -
Sound may reach the very Ends of the Earth.

The Gift of Righteoufnefs muft fignify a Righte
oufnefs not their own.—A/pafis’s Expreflion is, not
originally their own. Originally he faid, with a
View of hinting, that, in fome other Senfe, it was
and is their own. Their own, by way of Impu-
tation, though not by way of Operation. This
Word, in order to make the Sentence appear ab-
furd, Mr. Weflcy drops. But whether fuch a Prac-
tice be free from Guile, or what the Apoftle calls
cunning Craftinefs, let the impartial Reader judge.

Afpafic’s Interpretation of the Phrafe, authenti-
cated by the Language of Scripture, Mr. Wefley fets
afide ; and introduces another, whofe only Recom-
mendation to the Public is, ¢ I come from Mr. #/=
¢ ly’s Pen.”—Do you fo? Then we will allow you
all proper Regard. But, becaufe you come from
‘Mr. Wefley’s Pen, muft you therefore difplace Pro-
priety, and fupplant Truth? Make an infpired
Writer argue incorre@ly, nay, jar with himfelf?
This is rather too much for you to affume, even
though you came recommended by a greater Name.

¢ The Gift of Righteoufncfs fignifies the Righ-
¢ teoufnefs or Holinefs which GOD gives to and
¢ works in them.” Let us obferve the Apoftle’s
Aim, and the Procefs of his Reafoning.—His Aim
is to illuftrate the Manner of our Juftification. For
this Purpofe, he forms a Centraft between Adam’s
Tranfgreflion, and C HR I8 T’s Obedience. Adam’s
‘Tranfgreflion, which be himfelf committed, ruins
all that fpring from him. This is the leading Pro-
pofition. Now, if the facred Difputant knows how

3 to
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to reafon accurately, or to draw a Conclufion juftly,
the Conclufion muft be to this Effe@ ; So likewife’
CHRIST’s Obediecnce, which he . himfelf per-
formed, recovers all who believe in Him. Through
Adam’s Difobedience, without the Confideration of
their own Mifdoings, the former are made Sinners.
Through CH R 18 T’s Obedience, without the Con-
fideration of their own good Qualities, the latter are
made righteous.—Though I am far, very far from
difefteeming the Holinefs wrought in us, yet what
Place has it here ? In the Article of Juftification it
is utterly excluded. It has no fhare in the Accom-
plithment of that great Work ; and every attentive
Reader will fee, that it enters not into the Apoftle’s
prefent Argumentation.—DBefides ; if the Gift of
Righteoufnefs fignifies the Holinefs wrought in us,
then we fhall reign in Life, by means of a perfonal,
not of an imputed Righteoufnefs, by means of an
imperfe, not of, a complete Obedience.—Then
all the People of G OD will be juftified, net by the
Obedience of ONE, but each by his own, feverally
and diftin&tly. Which is contrary, not only to a.
fingle, but to many exprefs Paflages of this very
Chapter. ' .

I faid, ¢ Every attentive Reader will fee”>—Sorne,
perhaps, may fay within themfelves; Is not this
fpoken in Mr. Wefley’s Manner? The loofe pre-
fumptive Way of Arguing, which you blame in
Him ?—To which it is anfwered; I am far from
refting my Point upon this prefumptive Proof. Itis

‘mot the Pillar, which fupports my Caufe; but only
a Fefloon, which adorns my Pillar.—However, was
it accompanied with no Proofs, fatisfaltory to others;
it muft to Mr. #efley, whom I fuppofe one of the

attentive
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attentive Readers, have the Force of Demonftratior.
Hear his own Words, in his Comment on this very
Portion of Scripture. ¢ As the Sin of Adam, with-
¢ out the Sins which we afterwards committed,
¢ brought us Death: So the Righteoufnefs of
¢« CHRIST, without the good Works, which
< we afterwards perform, brings us Life *.”—Itisa
Righteoufnefs, without the good Works, which we
afterwards perform ; therefore, it is a Righteoufnefs,
not originally our own, but Another’s. It is not
that, which G OD works in us, but prior to it, and
independent on it. If Afpafio had fuborned an Evi-
dence, and put Words into his Mouth, he could not
have devifed a more direct and full Confirmation of
his Doérine, than this volunteer Witnefs depofeth.
—I thank you, Sir, forgiving me fo valuable an Ex-
planation of the Gift of Righteoufnefs, and its bleffed
Effe@s. I thank you likewife, for furnithing 4pafio
with fo inconteftable a Vindication, againft the Ob-
jections of the Author of The Prefervative.

The Obedience of ONE, fo highly extolled by
the Apoftle, is CHRIST’s a&tual Performance of
the whole. Law.—This you deny. I wifh you had
favoured me with your Reafons for this Denial. But
:my Withes of this Kind are conftantly difappointed.
However, I will follow our LORD’s Dire&ion, and
do unto others, even as I would they thould do unto
me. '1will give you a Reafon for my own or 4fpafis’s
Interpretation.—The Apoftle is treating of Adam’s
a&ual Breach of the Law. If fo, the proper Anti-
thefis muft be CHRIST’s a&ual Performance of

R the

# Here Mr. Wefley fpeaks in perfe®t Agreement with

St. Chryfoflom; O Xeiros i st avle, xailoyt v duasemwgaryio
oaas, yryon weoku® g dnaroTums.
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the Law.—In the following Verfes he explains him-
folf.—Let them be the Comment on otir Text, and
the Gift of Righteoufnefs means, The Righteoufnefs of
ONE ; the Obedience of ONE. This Righteonfness
we have in FESUS CHRIST our LORD; 4l
other is‘inherent in ourfelves. Jultification by this
Righteoufnefs, is alone confiftent with free Grace;
Juttification ‘by any ‘other, is (inconfiftent with it
is) fubverfive of it.

Farther ; as you are a Critic in the Greck, you
need not 'be informed, that St. Paul ufes thrée
feveral Words, Jixaiupe, Sixaiorvsn, Urtxon. ‘Now
can you Thew any Paffages, in which all thefe Wrds
are ufed to fignify Sufferings or Death? Nay, can
jou fhew me any fingle Paffage, 'in which any otie
of them, occurs in this Signification? “If you canhr,
what Shadew of Au\t'hdﬁty’ha've 'you ‘for Purting his
Conftruction upon the Words, in the prefent Cafe?
What Shadow of Authority for faying, with ‘that
unlimited Confidence ; CHRISTs « Hyitig ‘for
« Man, is éertainly the chief Part, ‘ff ‘tiot the whole
« which is meant by thit Expreffion * ?”—If yoa
attend to the Tenour of the Apoftle’s Argument, or
enquire into the Import of 'his Ldtighage, péthaps,
you will fee Caufe, not only to alter, bift «even to
reverfe, this your pofitive Affertish.

Let me fubjoin an Extract fror ‘St. Chryfoffom ;
fuited to this and the preceding Piragraph ; and

. worthy |

‘@ "The Obedience of Otie, St. Chryfe/fom expounds by,
o® xdlopduoarl®. Would Wir. Wefley venture to affirm,
that dying well, not doing well, is certainly the chief Thing
fignified 1n xalofBuoar®-? B pteit daring Criticifm this!
Does not the Word rather fignify, A Courfe of Well-
doing ; terminated (if you pleale) in, not conftituted'by,
a correfpondent Death ?
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worthy of our ferious Confideration. From which
it will appear, that 4fpafis is by no means fingular in
his Sentiments, but fpeaks the Do&rine of the an-
cient Church. Tuvx @ ey Ines Xeirs o Adapm’
wos Tur@?, Pnow; ols womep sxer@ Tuis f als,
xailowye pn Qayzow axo T8 LuAs, yeyover aili@>
Bavals 18 diz Tav Bpwow ssieaxfe]@, slo 0 Xeir®®
tois ef avls, xailoys 2 dixaiompayneasi, yeyove
“wpofevos * Jixasoguims, m dia 73 saves wacw nuiw
exzpicalo dia silo avw % xalw r8 ENOZ exdlu,
ouvexws TH0 £i5 ooy prpss Asywy, Qawsp &' ENOZ
avbpwms n apagdlia sis Tov xoo oy esenAbe 35, & Tw T
ENOZ waganlupals o woAhos amtlavor x, Ouy ws
8’ ENOE apaglneasl@>, to dwgspa® x5, To xpipe ef
ENOE nis roflaxpipa v wak, Ei yap 70 78 ENOE
wapanlopali o baval@ Caoirevoe dia 78 @ %),
Apasyus 3" ENOZ wapanlopd]@e® ) war, Qowep
dia 75 wapaxons v8 ENOZT alpours epaglores xa-
vesalnoay on woAw® % ux apisalaivs ENOZ,w’ day
Aryn gos o Ixdail®, wws, 0@ xdloguoarl® s
Xeisz, n oxapern ecwln ; dumdng avle Aeyer, wax,
5005 wapanscaviQ®? 78 Adawm, n omspern xalexpiln .

R 2 That

* Tpoferos, an expreflive Word ! It feems to denote
fach a Procuring of Righteoufucfs for Sinners, as corre-
fponds with the” Provifion made, by fome hofpitable
Houtholder, for the Strangers who are come to be his
Guefts. In which they bear no Part, either of the Ex-
pence, or of the Trouble. Igorrw ooi efls, Hajus rei fum
2ibi auflor ; hanc rem tibi comparo. Steph. Thefaur. in voc,

4+ Chryfoft. Tom. 111 pag. 71, 72. Edit.Sawil. ¢ Adam
s¢isa Type of CHRISY. How?! In this Refpe&; as
¢ the former was the Caufe of Death to all his Defcen-
¢¢ dents, though they did not (like him) eat of the for-
¢ bidden Fruit ; fo CHRIST is the Caufe (wgoferos} Au-
«¢ thor, Procurer of Righteoufnefs to all his Seed, thoagh-
¢ -they have not (like Him) been perfonally obedient ;

¢ even
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That the Righteoufnefs of the Law might be fulfilled in
us. ‘That is, by our Reprefentative, and in our
Nature.— Amazing !’ cries Mr. #efley. But
why amazing ? Is not this the common Import of
the moft common A&ions? Do not you and I make
“Laws in and by our Reprefentatives in Parliament?
May not every Debtor, when his Surety has given
full Satisfation to the Creditor, fay; I have fatif-
fied, I have paid, in my Bondfman ?

To invalidate this Interpretation, you alledge;
That the Apoftle ¢ is not fpeaking here of the
« Caufe of our Juftification, but the Frusts of it.”
Among all the excellent Things, which, in your
Studies and in your Travels, you have learned;
have you never learned, that, between faying and

proving,

«¢ even of that Righteoufnefs, which he finifhed for uson
« the Crofs. For this Reafon,—to afeertain and appropri-
¢¢ ate the Honour of this Righteoufnefs to CHRIST ; as a
¢ Work, not awrought by us, nor wrought in us, but completed
«¢ for us on the curfed Tree.—He infifts and dwells upon
¢"that very obfervable Circumftance, Oze. He iterates
¢ and reiterates the emphatical Word ONE. He intro.
¢¢ duces it again and again, and can hardly prevail upon
«¢ himfelf todifcontinue the Repetition. As by oxe Man
¢¢ Sin entered into the World—Through the Offence of
¢¢ One many be dead—Not as it was by Ore that finned,
s¢ {o is the free Gift—The Judgment was by Oze to Con-
s¢ demnation—Byone Man’s OffenceDeath reigned by One
¢ mAs by the Offence of One, Judgment came upon all
¢¢ Men unto Condemnation—As by the Difobedience of
¢¢ One many were made Sinners.—Thus does the Apoftie
¢¢ again and again introduce the Word O NE, and can
¢« hardly prevail on himfelf to difcontinue the Repetition.
. ¢ That ifp a Few fhould atk, How can the World be faved
¢ by the Well-doing of One, or by the Obedience of
«« CHRIST? You may be able to reply on his own
s¢ Principles; Howcould the World be condemned by the
«¢ Evil-doing of One, or by the Difobedience of Adam 2
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proving, there is a wide Difference? Never did I
meet with a Perfon, who feemed fo totally ignorant
of this very obvious Truth.—Welll; we muft take
your Word, without Proof; but I hope, not with-
out Exgmination. ¢ The Apoftle is fpeaking of the
¢ Fruit.” Is then the fulfilling of the Law, the
Fruit of Juftification? This is the firft Time, 1 ap-
prehend, that any fuch Thing was deliberately af-
firmed. It is the Caufe, the adequate, the immedi-
ate, and indeed the only proper Caufe of Juftifica-
tion. But the Fruits are Peace of Confcience, and
Love of GOD; the Spirit of Adoption, and the
Hope of Glory.

Shew me, Sir, where Jmmwua, in Conjun&ion
with 72 vous, fignifies the Fruits of Juftification ;
and not thofe Demands of the Law, which muft ne-
ceflarily be fatisfied, before Juftification can take
place.—Efpecially, when the Phrafe is corroborated
by that other ftrong Expreffion, "“""’f"’o”' An Ex-.
preflion, ufed by our LORD, concerning himfelf,
and the Defign of his coming into the World. Ape
plicable to Him alone, who is the End of the Law
for Righteoufnefs ; and defcriptive of that Obedience,
by which alone the Law is magnified.

This Senfe, fays Afpafio, agrees with the Tenour:
of the Apoftle’s Arguing. “ Not here;” replies:
Mr. Wefley.~—Let us then confider the Aim, and
trace the Progrefs, of the Apoftle’s Reafoning. He
is clearing up and confirming that great Privilege of
the Gofpel, There is no Condemnation to them that are-
in 7ESUS CHRIST. This, you will allow, is
not the Fruit of Juftification, but Juftification itfelf.
As this waits no Argument to confirm it, let us
procccd in our Attention to the facred Writer.

R 3 There
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There is no Condemnation to thofe, who are true
Believers in F ESUS CHRIST. Who, in Con-
fequence of this Belief, walk not after the Flefh, but

after the SPIRIT. )
Perhaps, fome Man will fay; How can this be?
Since even true Believers fall thort. Nay, ‘they of-
fend ; and therefore muft be liable to the Curfe.—
For this Reafon, they are delivered from Condem-
nation; becaufe the Law of the SP IR IT of Life in
CHRIST FESUS, that new Difpenfation, in-
troduced in the room of the old Law, promifes the
Privilege of Pardon, and the Gift of the SPIRIT,
in which Things the true Life and real Happinefs
of Mankind confift. Promifes both freely, without
any Works, purely on Account of the Righteoufnefs
which is in CHRIST FESUS. And, hereby,
this new, gracious, blefled Difpenfation, bath made me
free fromthe Law ; which convinced me of §in ;. con-
demned me for Sin ; gnd bound me over unto Death.
Thefe are glad Tidings, doubtlefs. But are they
not attended with two Inconveniences? Does not
this Procedure deprive the Law of its due Honour,
and fcreen the Sinner from his deferved Punifh-
ment !—By no Means, For that which was an abfe-
Iute Impoffibility, o decqunt of the StriGnefs of the
Law, and the Wegknefs of buman Nature, GOD, to
whom nothing is impafible, has meft wonderfylly
accamplifbed. By fending bis own SQN, in the Like-
nefs of ﬁuful Flsfb, to live among Sinners ; to come
under their Obligations; aud perfarm the Obedience
demanded from them. By fending Him alfo to be
a Sacrifice far Sin; to be chyrged with its Guilt,
apd undergo its Punifhment. Ry this grand Expe-
dicat, he has provided for the Honour and perfe&
Accom-
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Accomplilhment of the. Law. He bas alflo condemned
and pumﬂ;ed Sin, with the utmaoft Sevcr,ny. And
both thefcin the Flefh s in that very Nature, which
was guilty, difabled, ruined.

Should you farther afk; Wherefore is a]l this?
To lay the furef Foundatian, or make the moft
complete Provifion, for our juﬂlﬁcatjon That the
Rggbtm(j}uj} of the Law, bath its righteous Sentence
and its righteous Precepts, whatever cither of Suffer-
ing ot of Obedience it required from Travfgreflors,
being fulfilled in CHRIST nglu be fulfilied in ys.
As it was all done in our Name; and as He and we
are one. One in gvd Ef’ttmatlon, for He is our Re.
. prefentative. One in legal Eﬁlmatlop, for He is
our Surety. One in focial Eftimation, for He is our
Bridegroam. For which Cauf, his righteous Aéls
are aurs, and his atoning Death is ours.

There was 3 Time, when you embraced thefe -
Sentiments. When you had fuch Views of Things_;
When fuch Language came out of your Mouth.
Which even now ftands upon Record, under your
own Hand. See your ¢ Principles of a Methodift.”
If you have forgotten them, permit me to remmd
you of them., « CHR/ ST, you fay, is now the
¢¢ Righteoufpefs of all them, that truly believe in
« Him.. He for them paid the Ranfom by his
¢ Death; He for them fulﬁllcd the Law in his Life,
¢ So that now, in Him and by Him, every Be-
« ligver. may be called a Fulfiller of the Law.”
Since you pronaunce my Senfe of the Apoﬁle s
‘Words ynnatural, I adopt, I efpoufe yours *. And

R4 fo

* Should Mr. Wefey fay ; Though Iufed thefe Words,
¥ never inteaded them for a Comment op this Paflage. Tf
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fo much the more readily, as it will puzzle Sagacity-
itfelf, to difcern a Difference between them.

« I totally deny the Criticifm on dwaicovm and
¢ Mxaiwpa,” Then be fo good as to fuggeft a better.
Or, if this fhould be fomewhat difficult, at leaft fa-
vour us with a Reafon for this your total Denial.
Not a Word of either. Strange! That a Man of
ordinary Difcernment ; fhould offer to obtrude upon
the Public, fuch a Multitude of naked, unfupported,
magifterial Aflertions! Should ever be able to per-
fuade himfelf, that a pofitive Air will pafs for De-
monftration, or fupply the Place of Argument! If
this be to demonftrate, if this be to confute, the
Ideot is as capable of both, as the Philofopher.—
May I not cry out, in your own Strain? O how
deep an Averfion to the imputed Righteoufnefs of
CHR ST, does this Arminian Scheme difcover !
Since it will make a Man gainfay, when he krows
not why, or wherefore.

8t. Paul declares, that the Gentiles who followed nat
after Righteoufnefs, had attained unto Righteoufnefs.
Upon which A4Jpafio obferves, that the Righteoufnefs,
here mentioned, could not be any perfonal Righte-
oufnefs. To which Mr. Wefley replies, ¢ It was.”
And . to render his Reply quite irrefiftible, a perfe®
‘Thunderbolt in Argumentation; he adds, « Cer-
¢ tainly it was.”—How, Sir! Did they attain per-
fonal Righteoufnefs without feeking after it? Are
you becoming a Calvinifi? You that had rather be
an Atheift ? Could the Zaalot of Geneva go greater

' . Lengths?

If you did not, I imagine, the Compilers of our Homf-
lies, from whom they are taken, did. At leaft they re.

garded this Textas a Foundation, a Warrant, a Proof of
their Do&trine, -
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Lengths !—fpafio will not deny, that thefe Gentiles:
. were fan&tified, as well as juftified, but he will ven-
ture to affirm, that no Degree of San&ification can
make the Perfons righteous, who are once become
Sinners. CHRIST, like Elijabh, firfk cafts his
Mantle over them; and then, like Elijba, they for-
fake all, and follow Him.

' The Righteoufnefs, which the Gentiles attained,
could not be a perfonal Righteoufnefs. ¢ Certainly
¢ jt was.”” Then it was the Righteoufnefs of the
Law. Whereas, the Righteoufnefs which they at-
tained, is exprefsly faid, to be the Righteoufnefs of
Faith—Then it was a Righteoufnefs confifting of
good Works and godly Tempers. Whereas, their
Righteoufnefs confifted in believing, according to
the Apoftle’s own Explanation. With th: Heart
Man believeth unto Righteoufnefs, — Then it was
the Righteoufnefs of Man. Perfonal Righteoufnefs
and implanted Holinefs pafs, in the Scriptures, un-
der that Denomination. Whereas, thefe Gentiles
Jubmitted themfelves to the Righteoufnefs of G OD.—
If, what thefe Gentiles attained, had been a perfonal
Righteoufnefs, it would have been no Stumbling-
Block to the Fews.. Even they would have fallen in
with fuch a Syftem of Religion, as fhould afcribe
Righteoufnefs and Salvation to their own Duties and
their own Deeds.

You fay; « It was implantedy as well as imputed.”
Here, then, you acknowledge an imputed Righte-
oufnefs, You yourfelf ufe the Phrafe. You afirm
it to be, if not the Whole, Part at leaft, of the
Apoftle’s Doétrine. I with, you had been of this
Mind, when you began your Letter. Then you
would not have conjured me, by all that is venerable

and
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and important, to difcontinue an Expreflion, which
conveys—jyour own—the Apoftle’s Meaning—and
the Meaning of the HOLY GHOST.

You join imputed and implanted Righteoufnefs.
So, in Cafe this Addrefs to yourfolf fhould pafs
through the Printer’s Hand, would I join a band.
fome Type and pertinent Reafoning. Yet I appse.
bend, when you fit down to examine the Effay, you
will regard only the latter.~—What you affociate,
you aflociate properly. The firft is the Trunk, the
laft is one of the Branches, which fpring from it.
But the Apoftle feems, in the Place before us, to
be confidering the firft only. The laft he referves,
for fome future Occafion.—He is fpeaking of the
Righteoufnefs, by which we are faved; and shat is
folely the imputed Righteoufnefs of CHRIST.—
He is fpeaking of the Righteoufnefs, which was an
Eye-Sore and an Offence to the felf-conceited Fews;
and this was only the imputed Righteoufnefs of
CHRIST.~He is fpeaking of a Righteoufnefs,
contradiftinguithed to that Righteoufnefs, which is
defcribed by He that doeth thefe Things; and this can
be nothing elfe, but the imputed Righteoufnefs of
CHR IST.—Therefore, though Love of G OD,
and Conformity to his Image; though the pure
Heart, and the devout Affe&ion ; are the infeparable
Concomitants, or rather the genuine Produce, of
imputed Righteoufnefs ; yet here they come not un-
der Confideration. To force them into this Paflage,
is to make them appear out of due Seafon. Such an
Expofition, may befpeak a zealous Offictoufnefs,
not a diftinguithing Judgment. Becaufe, it con-
founds the Order of the Apoftle’s Plan; it defeats

the
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the Defign of his Argument, if it does not introduce
Self-Contradiction into his arguing. '
This Righteoufnefs came -upon the Gentiles, as
the former and latter Rain upon the Earth. To them
was fulfilled the Word fpoken by the Prophet Jfaiab ;
Let the Skies pour down Righteoufnefs. As the Earth
engendereth not the Rain; has not the leaft Influ-
ence, in forming, or the leaft Agency, in procuring,
the refrething Showers ; but only receiveth them,
as the mere Gift of Providence; fo thefe Gentiles
had not the leaft Influence in effeCing, nor the leaft
Agency in procuring, this Righteoufnefs.—When
the good News came into their Territories, they
were totally deflitute of it ; they were utterly uncon-
cerned about it ; they knew nothing at all cencern-
ing it. But feeing it revealed in the Gofpel; feging
it difplayed, as the Work of GOD, and hearing it
" offered, as the Gift of GOD; they were not dif-
obedient to the heavenly Invitation. They believed
the Report ; they accepted the Bleffing; and relied
upon it, for Life and Salvation.—Then, as #he Rain
coming down and the Snow from Heaven, returneth nos
thither again, but watereth the Earth, .and maketh it
bring forth and bud ; that it may give Seed to the Sower,
and Bread ta the Eater : So, this ineftimable Truth
being admitted into the Soul, CHRIST and his
Righteoufnefs being received to dwell in theHeart ®;
all the Powers of intelleftual Nature, or what St.
Paul calls the inner Man, are exhilarated, quickened,
and fru&ified. They bud as the Rofe, and blofflom
as the Lily; they bring forth the Fruits of inward
Love, of outward Obedience, of univerfal God-
linefs.
' For

* Eph. iii. 17.
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. For Inflruction in Righteoufnefs, in the Righteouf-
nefs of CHRIST. ¢ Was there ever fuch a Com-
¢ ment before I’ May I not anfwer, in your own
Words; was there ever fuch a Method of Confu-
tation ufed before ?—But you add; ¢ The plain
« Meaning is, For training up in Halmej.'r of Heart
« and of Life.” I wifh, you had thought of intro-
‘ducing this Interpretation, by the following fhort
Preface, « I take it for granted.” You would then
have been fure of faying one Truth.—But if this does
not appear plain to me, as you fee it did not to 4f-
pafio, methinks, you fhould lend me your Spe&acles,,
or favour me with your Keafons.

If you pleafe to examine the Paflage, you will ﬁnd
Holinefs of Heart and Life, comprehended in one of
the preceding Expreflions.  Tpog emavoghuaiy figni-
fies, for Reftoration of the Man, to a State of moral
Uprightnefs. . Which muft include a Renovation of
, the Mind, and a Reformation of the Conduét. After
this comes, very properly, and without any Tauto-
Jogy, very needfully, and to the exceeding Comfort
of the Sinner; another moft valuable Property of
the Scriptures. They inftru&t the Reader in the
Cbhriftian Righteoufnefs ; in the juftifying Righteouf-
nefs ; in that myfterious, but incomparably precious
Righteoufnefs, which no other Book in the World
difplays, mentions, or fo much as hints. Yet, with~
out which, we could never ftand in the Judgment ;
never find Acceptance with GOD ; nor be admitted
into the Realms of Glory.—If you reje@ this Senfe,
the Apoftle’s Charaler of the facred Volumes, is
very defetive. It leaves out, what is their fupreme
Excellence, and moft diftinguithing Peculiarity,
‘What is firft, and above all other Things, neceffary

for



LET. 10 REV. MR. WESLEY. 243

for our fallen Race.—A Traveller undertakes to give
an Account of fome celebrated Picture Gallery. He
defcribes the Dimenfions of the Struéture, the Form
of the Windows, the Ornaments of the Roof, but
he quite forgets, at leaft he totally omits, the Arti-
cle of the Paintings. Is this a mafterly Execution -
of his Defign? Is this fatisfaltory to the Hearer’s
Curiofity ? :

" He fball convince the I orld of Righteoufnefs—¢ That
¢« 1 am not a Sinner, but innocent and holy.”
How flat and jejune is this Expofition ! Nothing can
be more fo, to my Tafte.—¢ Innocent and holy!”
Is this all the SPIRIT witnefles, concerning the
moft adorable and infinitely deferving SON of
GOD? Does this come up to the inconceivable
Dignity of his Perfon, and the immenfely glorious
Perfection of his Work ! Is this fufficient to comfort
the Confcience, fmitten with a Senfe of moft damn-
able Guilt, and alarmed with the Terrors of eter-~
nal Vengeance?

The whole Claufe contains a Platform or Sum-
mary of evangelical Truth. Of that all-important .
Truth, which Minifters are to teach and preach
which the HOLY SPIRIT will own and accom-
pany with his Influence ; and which is thereby made
the Power of GOD to the Salvation of the Hearers.
—He fhall convince the World of Siz; of the guilty
and miferable State, in which all Mankind are plung-
ed by Nature; and in ®hich every individual Perfon
continues, fo long as he is deftitute of an Intereft in
CHRIST; fo long as he believeth not in HIM,
who died upon the Crbfs, and is gone to the F A-
THER.—Of Righteoufnefs; He fhall reveal the
REDEEMER’s mdft perfe& and magnificent

Righ-
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Righteoufnefs in their Hearts. That Righteouf-
nefs, which fatisfies the Juftice of the MOST HIGH,
and brings complete Redemption to Tranfgreffors,
Teftifying, not barely that he is inrocent, fuch was
Adam in Paradife : Not barely that he is holy, fuch
are Angels in Heaven: Shall the eternal CRE A-
T OR, even after his Humiliatien unte Death, have
no higher a Teftimony, than a Set of mere Crea~
tares? Yes, verily; the HOLY GHOST will con-
vince the World, that C HRIST’s Righteoufnefs
is the grand and capital Blefing, which the Pro-
‘phets foretold ; and which not only fufills, but
magnifies the Law. That it is the Righteoufnefs,
the very Righteoufnefs of the incarnate JEHOVAH ;
and therefore renders every Soal, to whom it is im-
pated, umblameable, unreprovable, complete. Glo-
rious Office this! Worthy to be the Objet of the
alimighty COMF OR TER’s Agency! In petform-
ing which, he adminifters frong Confolation.—
Then he fhall convince of Fudgment. Skall con-
demn and caft out the Prince of this World, intro-
ducing a moft happy Change into the Heart and
Life. Shall begin and carry on the Work of Grace,
San&ification, Obedience. And all,’ through the
jeyful Knowledge, together with the perfonal Ap-
propriation, of this juftifying Righteoufnefs.

That we might be made the Righteoufnefs of GOD
in Him. Which cannot be intrinfically, but muft
be imputatively.—This Interpretation Apafio efta-
blithes, attempts at leaft to eftablith, from the Te-
nour of ‘the Context; from the Apoftle’s Antithe-
fis ; and from feveral veherable Names. But what
are 2ll thefe to Mr, #%fley? No more than the Ar-
- row and the Spear to Leviathan, Nay, not fo much.
9 - That
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That fcaly Monfter efeemeth Iron as Straw, and Brafs
as rotten Woad. But Mr. Wefley, cafed in bis own
Self-Sufficiency, efteemeth all the aforementioried
Evidences, as mere Nothings. He totally difregards
themh. Reafon, ‘Grammar, Precedents, are eclipfed
by his 'bare Negative ; and vanith into an Infignifi-
¢dricy, not worthy of Notice. ,
 When Afpafin, fupported by fuch great Authori-
ties, fays, This cannot be intrinfically, but muft be
imputatively. Mr. Wefley, fupported by his greater
Sélf, replies, < Both the one and the other.”—But
doés tie duly advert to the Apoftle’s Subjet, or fol-
low the Clue of the Comtext? The Subjeé? is Re-
¢opclliation to G OD, Jutification before GOD,
.or that, whatever it Be, which is implied in not in-
puting Trefpaffes, The Context intimates, that in-
trinfic Holirefs is not yet taken into Confideration,
but is teferved for the next Chaptér. There the
Apoftle exhqits the Corinthians, not to recéive this
infinitely rich Grace of free Juftification, in vain; .
but ‘to ‘thew s Efficacy, to fhew its Excellency,
and tecomtnend it to thie unbelleving World, by an
unblameable Convetfdtion, giving no Offence in uny
Thing. . _

Juftification then is the only Point, which the
Apoftle, ih this Paflage, confiders; and Juftifica-
tion is the Fruit of imputed Righteoufnefs folely, not
of ‘inherent Righteoufnefs in any Degree. This we
muft allow, unléfs we prefer the Impofitions of

* Trent, before the Confeflion of our Church, ¢ Faith
« fays unto us, itis not I that take away your Sins,
<« but CHR 187 -only; and to Him only I fend you
« for that Purpofe, forfaking therein all your good
« Words, Thoughts, and Works, and only put-

<« ting
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<« ting your Truft in CHRIST.” Thus fpeaks
and thus teaches our reformed Church.—¢¢ If any one
« fay, that Man is juftified only by the Imputation
« of CHRISTs Righteoufnefs, or only by the
« Remiffion of Sins, without the Co-operation of
& inherent Grace and holy Love, let him be ac-
« curfed *.”” Thus dogmatizes, and thus anathe-
‘matizes, that Mother of Falthoods.—Choofe now
your Side. For my Part, I renounce and abjure the
proud and iniquitous Decree. If you perfift in your
prefent Opinion, there will be an apparent Harmony
between yourfelf and Rome, but an eflential Diffe-
rence between yourfelf and Afpafio.

« G OD through him, firft accounts, and then makes
¢ us righteous.” How? Does GOD account us
righteous, before he makes us fo? Then his Judg-
ment is not according to Truth. Then he reckons
us to be righteous, when we are really otherwife.
Is not this the i.anguage of your Do&rine ! This
the unavoidable Confequence of your Notion? But
how harfh, if not horrid, does it found in every Ear ?
Is not this abfolutely irreconcileable with our Ideas
of the fupreme BEING, and equally incompatible
with the Ditates of Scripture ? There we are taught
that GO D juftificth the Ungodly.—Mark the Words.
The Ungodly are the Obje@s of the divine Juftifica-
tion. But can He account the Ungodly righteous?
Impoffible ' —How then does he act? He firft makes
them righteous t.,—After what Manner ? By im-

puting

® Si quis dixerit, hominem juflificari, el fola imputatione

Jupitia, wel fola remiffione peccatorum, exclufa gratia & cha-
ritate, anatbema efto. Sefl. vi. Can. 11. ,

+ Agreeably to this, our Church fpeaks ; In Fufifi-
cation of unjuft we are made juft before GOD ;5 and adds,
T'hisisthe firong Rock and Foundation of Chriftiam Religion.
Hom. uftif. Part 2,

\
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puting to ther the Righteoufnefs of his dear SON.
<-Then he pronounces them righteous, and moft
truly. He treats them as righteous, and moft juftly.
In fhort, then he abfolves them from Guilt; adopts .
them for his Children; and makes them Heirs of
his eternal Kingdom.+=In the grand Tranfa&ion,
thus regulated, Mercy and Truth meet together.
All proceeds in the n:oft harmonious and beaut.ful
Confiftency, with the feveral Attributes of GOD;
with his whole revealed Will; and with all his righa
teous Law.
¢ The Righteoufnefs which is of GOD by Faith, is
% both imputed and inberent.” —Then it is like in-
.terweaving Linen and Woollen ; the motley Mix-
ture, forbidden to the. Jfraclites. Or rather, liké
weaving a Thread of the fineft Gold, with a hempen
Cord, or a Spider’s Web.—~The Righteoufnefs which
_is of GOD, is perfe&, confummate, everlafting.
" Not fo inherent Righteoufnefs, your own felf being
Judge, and your own Pen being Witnefs.—In the
Righteoufuiefs which is of GOD, the Apoftle de-
fires to be found, before the great and terrible Tri-
bunal of the LORD. His own Righteoufnefs, or
the Righteoufnefs which is inherent, he abandons,
as abfolutely impropet for this great Purpofe. Be-
ing no more fitted to give him Boldnefs at the Day
of Judgment, than Dung and Filth are fit to intro+
‘duce a Perfon, with Credit and Digpnity, to Court.
—The Righteoufnefs which is of GOD, is unknown
to Reafon ; is revealed from Heaven; and without
the Works of the Law. Whereas, the Righteouf-
nefs inherent, is difcoverable by Reafon ; was known
to the Heathens; and confifts in a Conformity of
Hear; and Life to the Precepts of the Law.—By the
S lattet

&
\
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latter, we act, we obey, and offer our fpisitual Sa-
crifices unto GOD. By the former, we work no-
thing; we render nothing unto GOD; but only
receive of his Grace.

They are, therefore, not the fame, but totally
diftin&. Toblend and confound them, betrays Un-
fkilfulnefs in the Word of Righteoufnefs; derogates
from the Honour of CHRIST, and tends to cherifh
a legal Frame, or, what the Scripture calls, 4 Spi-
rit of Bondage.~If you would approve yourfelf a
‘Workman, that need not be athamed, rightly di-
viding the Word of Truth, thus you fhould fpeak,
and thus you fhould write; the Righteoufnefs of
G OD, is always imputed. But, being imputed, it
produces the Righteoufnefs inherent. Being jufti-
fied by the former, faved from Hell, and rendered
meet for Heaven ; we are fan&ified alfo, and dif-
pofed to love the LORD, who has dealt fo boun-
tifally with us. And if to love, then to worfhip him
to ferve him; to imitate him. )

My Faith fixes on both the meritorious Life and
atoning Death of CHRIST, < Here we clearly
¢ agree.”—How can you clearly agree, either with
Afpafio 5 or with yourfelf; or with common Senfe ?
—How with 4fpafio ? Since you queftion, in dire@
Contrariety to his Sentiments, whether the Death of

-CHRIST be not the whole of what St: Paul fliles
The Obedience of O N E.—How with yourfelf? For,
did you not declare, a little while ago, that fallen
Man < is not juftified by perfect Obedience?’” Is not -
CHRIST’s meritorious Life perfe&t Obedience?
If your Faith fixes on this perfect Obedience, is it
not for the Purpofe of Juftification?—How with
Common Serfe? Since you {uppofe, that the « Scrip-

3 ¢ true
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¢¢ ture afcribes the whole of our Salvation to the
¢ Death of CHRIST,” fo entirely afcribes it to
the Death of CHR IST, that ¢ there was no Need
¢ of his fulfilling the moral Law, in order to pur-

* ¢ chafe Redemption for us;” what Reafon, or Sha«
dow of Reafon can you have, to fix upon what we
call the Merit of his Life ?-—If, what you fuppofe
and affirm, be true, there was no Kind of meritori-
ous Efficacy in his Life. His Life, and all his La-
bours, were, in this Refpe€t, a mere Superfluity.
Salvation might have been obtained, and Redemp-
tion purchafed, without their Concurrence. There-
fore, to fix upon them, is to fix upon a' Phantom,
and to reft your Hopes upon a Thing of Nought.

But ftay. Am I not repeating the Mifconduét,
which proved fo fatal to the famous Earl of Warw:ck
and his Forces? At the Battle of Gladmore, while the
Scale of Vitory hung in Sufpenfe, they faw a con-
fiderable Body of Troops advancing. . Suppofing
them to be Enemies, the Bowmen made a general
Difcharge, and galled them with their Arrows. But
they foon perceived their Miftake; that they had
been oppofing their Friends, and annoying their Al-
lies. Perhaps, by this Time, you are become my
Ally. You may have feen your Errors ; may have
corre&ted your Notions- faying, in Ratification of
both, ¢ we agree.”

Thatis, I would nolonger exclude the meritorious
¢ Obedience of CHRIST. But this, together with
¢ his atoning Death, I look upon as the only Caufe
« of my Juftification.—This I call his Righteouf=
“ nefs; and this, being imputed to me, becomes
“ my Plea, my Portion, and rational Foundation
“ for my everlafting Felicity,—~This I receive by

S 2 ¢« Faith
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¢ Faith. Which I now look upon, not as confti-
¢« tuting any Part of my Recommendation, but on-
¢« ly as receptive of the Fulnefs, laid up for me in
¢« CHRIST.—Though the Law of Works faith,
¢¢ do ‘and live; I am now made fenfible, that the
« Law of Faith fays; be verily perfuaded, that
¢« GHRIST is fufficient for thy Aeceptance, with-
< eut any doing of thy own at all.—Since CHRIST
¢ is given to me, in the facred Record, given to me,
¢ as a Sinner; to be received, without any Condi-
¢ tions, I joyfully accept the Gift. I am fatisfied
¢ with his doing and fuffering. They are divinely
< excellent, and infinitely fufficient. I neither with
¢ for, nor think of, any Thing more, to obtain my
« complete Salvation.—This Way of Salvation ef-
¢ feCtually excludes boafting; and; at the fame
<« Time, produces thofe defirable Effe@ts—that Love
s« of GOD ; that Delight in his PerfeGtions ; that
« Conformity to his Will; which the Law of.
¢ Works requires in vain.”

If this is what you mean, by ¢ we agree,” I
would feal and ratify the Agreement, with the laft
AVifh, and the laft Words, of the celebrated Father
Paul, Effs perpetua. Be this the Cafe, and you fhall
have, not only the right Hand of Fellowfhip, but
the right Hand of Pre-eminence.—Only I crave one
Favour in Return.  Difmifs thofe injurious Infinua-.
tions, which caufe your Readers to fufpec, that 4/~
pafio confiders the meritorious Life of CHRIST,
feparate from his atoning Death. Whereas, he af-
firms them to be infeparable, like the Correfpondence
of Motion between the two Eyes. Ty, if you can
make one of your Eyes move to the right, while the
other wheels off to the lefi. When you have done

. this’
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this, then, and not till then, may you have fome rea-
fonable Pretence for thefe your Suggeftions.

Alas! Quantd de /}e decidi! 1 find my Hopes were
too fanguine. We are not come to the defired Coa-
lition. In this very Paragtaph, you begin to fly off,
By talking of imputed Righteoufne(s, you tell us,
« We are expoled to an exceeding great Hazard;
¢ even the Hazard of living and dying without Ho-
« linefs.”’~Pray, Sir, have you feen a little Piece,
written upon this Subje& by the Rev. Mr. Wither-
Jpoon ? 1f you have not, let me recommend it to your
Perufal. In cafe you are ignoraht of that powerful
Influence, which Juftification through the Righte-
oufnefs of CHRIST, has spon San&ification and
true Holinefs, from this Treatife you may learn fome
valuable Knowledge. In cafe the Author of this
Treatife is miftaken, in maintaining the indiffoluble
Conne&ion of Juftification with true Godlinefs;
and the never-failing Efficacy of the REDEE M-
ER'’s Righteoufnefs, to bring forth willing Obedi-
ence in the Believer; you may have an Opportumty
~of redtifying his Sentlments You may give us, in
your next Publication, a Prefervative, not only
againft unfettled, but againft unfound Notions in Re-
ligion.

Theron, fpeaking of Gems, fays, when nicely po-
lithed, and prodigal of their Luftre, they ftand Can-
didates for a Seat, on the virtuous fair one’s Breaft.
—This difpleafes Mr. #zfley. Would he then have
-Gems placed on the wicious or lafcivious Breaft? Or
would he have them put to no Ufe at all, but buried
in Darknefs? Did the ALMIGHTY pour fuch
Brilliancy upon them, only that they might be con-
figned over to Obfcurity? Did he not rather array

S 3 them,
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them with Luftre and with Charms, that they might
difplay fomething of his own Brightnefs ; incite his
rational Creatures to admiré his tranfcendent Excel-
lency, and teach his faithful People to apprehend the
Emphafis of that animating Promife, They fhall be
mine, in the Day that I make up my Fewels. .
¢ I can’t reconcile this with St. Pau/. He fays,
¢ not with Pearls : by a Parity of Reafon, not with ¢
¢« Diamonds.””—Do you rightly underftand St. Pau/?
Don’t you dwindle his manly and noble Idea, into
a Meannefs and Littlenefs of Senfe? Such as befits
the fuperftitious and contralted Spirit of a Hermit,
rather than the generous and exalted Temper of a
Believer; who flands faft in the Liberty, wherewith
CHRIST bath made him free ?7—QOur LORD fays
not, they. that are fplendidly apparelled, are appa-
relled unfuitably to Chriftianity, or in a Manner in-
confiftent with the Fear of GOD. But they are
in King’s Courts, and their Drefs is adapted to their
. Station.—Neither does St. Paul forbid the Ufe of
Pearl, or coftly Array, when a Perfon’s Circumftan-
ces will afford them, and his Situation in Life may
require them. Kle rather cautions againft the Abafe,
againft looking upon thefe glittering Things, as any
Part of their true Dignity, on which they value
themfelves, or by which they would be recommend-
ed to others. The Word is not sdvoaclas put on®,
nor Qepes wear +, but xwouer adern. ¢ Let them
¢ not place their Excellency ip fuch mean Diftinc-
“ tions ; no, nor covet to diftinguith themfelves,
¢ by thefe fuperficial Decorations; but rather by the
¢ fubftantial Ornaments of real Godlinefs, and good

“ Works,
* Mark vi. q. + Matt. xi. 8.
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“« Works. Which will render both them and their
¢ Religion truly amiable.”
The Apoftle Peter obferves the fame Propnety of
. Speech, and the fame Correétnefs of Sentiment.
W/Jofe adorning, let it not be that outward adorning of
wearing of Gold, or plaiting the Hair, or putting on of
Apparel. Was this an abfolute Prohibition of the fe-
veral Particulars mentioned, it would forbid all kind
of Cloathing, or the putting on of any Apparel.
Take the Paflage in your rigorous Senfe, and it con-
cludes as forcibly againft Garments, as againft Or-
“paments ; ‘we muft even go naked, and lay afide our
Cloaths, as well as our Gems. Whereas, unders
ftood according to the natural Signiﬁcation of the
Words {wr o xoopos, not wy 70 wdvpa) it conveys a
very important, and a very feafonable Exhortation ;
-4¢ Chriftians, fcorn to borrow your Recommenda-
¢« tions from the Needle, the Loom, or the Toy-
s¢ Shop. This may be the Fathion of a vain World.,
¢ But let your Embellifhments, or that which beau-
¢ tifies and diftinguithes your Charater, be of a fu~
¢ perior Nature. Let it be jnternal; not fuch as the
¢ Sheep have wore, or the Silk-Worms fpun; but
¢ fuch as is peculiar to the immortal Mind, or 2k
¢ bidden Man of the Heart. Let it be fubflantial;
¢ not fuch as the Moth corrodes, or {fuch as perifhes
¢ in ufing; but that which is not corruptible. Which
¢ being planted on Earth, will be tranfplanted into
« Heaven, and being fown in Time, will flourith to
& Eternity.~Let it be that adorning, whofe Ex-
s¢ cellency is unqueftionable, and whofe Praife is of
#' GOD, even the Ornament of a meek and quiet Spi
¢ rit. Which will render you, not indeed like the
¢ Grandees of the ‘Earth, but like the SON of the
S4 * HIGH=-
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« HIGHEST. Shewing,\that you are united to
¢ him; interefted in him; and Partakers of his di-
¢ vine Nature.”

¢ In all Things I perceive, your are too favoura-
 ble, both to the Defire of the Flefb, and the Defire
 of the Eye.”—I rather think, Mr. /#¢fley is too
cenforious of others, and teo indulgent to himfelf.
Why may not Theron wear his richly emboffed Gold
Watch, and his Lady ufe her golden Buckle fet
with Diamonds, as well as you and I wear a filver
Buckle*, or make Ufe of our filver Watch? Why
may not an Earl or 2 Countefs +, put on their Robes,

fumptuous with Embroidery, or their Coronet, glit-

tering with Jewels, as inoffenfively, as you and I
put on a Beaver-Hat, or trail after us a prunella
Gown? There is no Neceflity for this our Spruce-
nefs. A fuftian Jacket would keep our Backs warm,
and a flannel Cap .our Heads, as well as our more
elegant Array.—Methinks, therefore, we fhould
either abftain from all needlefs Finery in our own
Drefs, or elfe forbear to cenfure it in others. Ra-
ther, we fhould all, in our refpeive Stations, and
o accord-
* That Mr. Wefley may not fufpe& I am pleading far
Self-Indulgence, 1 will give him my Word, that I have
never wore my filver Buckles, fince I was in Mourning
for his Royal Highnefs. Neither thall [ have one uneafy
Thought, if I never put them on again.
+ Should it be faid, The Perfons, to whom St. Peteg
wrote, were in mean Circamftances. Therefore fuch

Grandees are out of the Queflion. Ianfwer. The Per-
fons for whom St. Peter wrote, were all Chriftians to the

-yery End of the World. Among thefe, though there

may not be many grand, nor many noble, yet, blefled bg
GOD, there are fome. And when thef:'go to receivq

- their celeftial Crown, we truft, it will be faid,

= — Uno aklata non deficit alter
Aureus, 5
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“according to our refpeétive Circumftances, ufe thefe
* Things, as not abufing them. Remembering, that
the Fathion of this World pafleth away. Looking,
therefore, for that City of the living GOD, whsfe
Wall is of Fafper, whofe Buildings are of pure Gold,
and whofe Foundations are garnifbed with all Manner of
precious Stones. But whofe external Splendor is infi-
nitely furpafled by the Glory of GOD, which lightens
§t, and by the Prefence of the L AM B, which is the
Light thereof.—When we are blefled with clear Ap-
prehenfions of this ineffable Glory, which fhall be
revealed ; when we live under a delightful Perfua-
fion, that GOD hath given to us this eternal Life;
Gems will have but little Luftre in our Eye, and lefs
and lefs Allurements for our Heart. All the Pomp
of this tranfient World will appear to us, as the Pa-
lace of Verfailles, or the Gardens of Stowe, would
appear to fome fuperior Being; who, from an ex-
alted Stand in Ather, fhould contemplate the terra-
queous Globe: and at one View take in its vaft Di-
menfions, its prodigious Revolutions, and its, moft
copious Furniture. :
“ You are a gentle Cafuift as to every Self-Indul-
- ¢ gence, which a plentiful Fortune can furnifh.”—
I would confider the End, for which thefe Things
were created; and point out, and enforce, their pro-
per Improvements, They were created, not to tan-
talize, but to treat us; not to enfnare, but to gra-
tify us. Then they are properly improved, when we
enjoy them with Moderation, and render them In-
ftruments of Ufefulnefs. When they are regarded as
pregnant Tokens of our CRE AT OR’s Love, and
a& as endearing Incitements of our Gratitude.—
Yhat you call my Cafuiftry, is built upon a Maxim,
: ' which
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which will never be controverted; Every Creature of
GOD is goody, if received with Thankfgiving. Itis
nothing elfe, but an Attempt to difplay what is af-
firmed in the former Claufe, and to enforce, what is
prefcribed in the latter.

In the fixth Letter, in the ninth, and in other
vParts, Theron enumerates fome of the fineft Produc-
tions, and moft choice Accommcdations, which the
Earth, the Air, the Seas afford.—In Imitation of
the Apoftle, who, in one Sentence, exprefles abun-
dantly more, than my three Volumes containy; HE
giveth us all Things richly to enjoy.—In Imitation of
the Pfalmift alfo, who, in feveral of his Hymns, -
efpecially in Pfalm civ. cclebrates the profufe Muni-
ficence of JEHOVAH profufe, even in temporal
Bleffings, and with regard to our animal Nature,—~
Does our Nature call for fomething to fupport it ?
Here is Bread, which firengthens Man’s Heart, and is
the Staff of his Life. Does our Nature go farther,
and covet fomething to pleafe it? Here is /#ine, that
maketh glad the Heart of Man ; regaling his Palate,

_and exhilarating his Spirits, Is our Nature yet more
craving, and defirous of fomething to beautify it?
Here is Qil, that maketh the Face to fhine. That the
Countenance may appear, both chearful and amia-
ble. That Gaiety may fparkle in the Eye, while
Beauty glows in the Cheek.—Now I cannot per-
fuade myfelf, nor is all Mr. #fley’s Rhetoric pow-
erful enough to convince me, that it is any Difcre-
dit, or any Error, to follow fuch Examples.

 But I mention the exquifite Relith of Turbot,
¢ and the Delicioufnefs of Sturgeon. And are not
 fuch Obfervations beneath the Dignity of a Mi-
« nifter of CHRIST?” Mr. Wefley does not ob-

. ferve
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ferve from whom thefe Remarks proceed. Not from
Afpafio, but Theron. To make him fpeak like a Mi~
“nifter of CHRIST, or like a Ch¥iftian of the firft
Rank would be entirely out of Character. It would
have betrayed an utter Ignorance, %r a total Difre-
gard of Horace's Rule ; :

Reddere perfonee fcit convenientia cuique.

However, I am willing to take all upon myfelf, and
be refponfible fer the obnoxious Sentiments. I would
only afk, is any Thing fpoken of, which the AL-
MIGHTY has not made? and fhall I think it
beneath my Dignity, to magnify the Work of his
Hands? Is any Thing fpoken of, which the AL-
MIGHTY has not beftowed? and fhall I think it
a Diminution of my Chara&er, to acknowled}e the
various Gifts of his Bounty? Has GOD moft High
thought it worthy of his infinite Majefty, to endue
the Creatures with fuch pleafing Qualities, as render
them a delicious Entertainment to our Appetites 2
and fhall I reckon it a mean unbecoming Employ,
to bear Witnefs to this condefcending Indulgence of
the DEITY ?—Particularity in recounting Benefits,
is feldom deemed a Fault. It comes under no fuch
Denomination, in my Syftem of Ethics. If Mr. 77/~
Jey has a better, in which Negle& and Infenfibility
are ranked among the Virtues, I muft undoubtedly,
upon thofe Principles, drop my Plea. Where they
are commendable, my Conduct muft be inexcufable,
and if inexcufable, I fear, irreclaimable. For I
fhall never be athamed to take a Fith, a Fowl, or a
Fruit in my Hand, and fay, ¢ A Prefent this, from
¢ our all-bountiful CREAT OR! See its Beauty,
¢ tafte its Sweetnefs, admire its Excellency, and
« love
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« Jove and adore the great BenefaGor. To us he
¢ hath freely granted thefe, and other Delights.
¢ Though He Himfelf, in the Days of his Fleth,
« had Gall to eat, and Vinegar to drink.”

¢ But the mentioning thefe in fuch a Manner, is
¢« a ftrong Encouragement of Luxury and Senfua-
¢ lity.””—If, to enumerate a few of thefe Dainties ¥,
be a ftrong Encouragement to Luxury, -how much
more, to create them a//, and clothe them with fuch
inviting Properties, and recommend them by fuch
delicate Attra&tives ?—But ¢ The mentioning them
« in fuch a Manner.” What! Is this an Encou-
ragement to Senfuality? To mention them, as fo
many Inftances of divine Beneficence, and fo many
Motives to human Gratitude? This, methinks, is
the Way to prevent the Abufe of our Animal Enjoy-
ments, and to corret their pernicious Tendency.
‘This is the Way to endear their adorable GIVER,
and render them Incentives to Love. And the Love
of GOD, is a better Guard againft Luxury, a bet-
ter Prefervative from Senfuality, than all the rigid
Rules of the Cloyfter or Monaftery.

Upon the whole, however well affe@ed Mr. 74/-
ley may be to our civil, he feems to be a Kind of
Malecontent, with regard to our fpiritual Liber-
ties. Thofe I mean, which are configned over to
us, in the Aagna Charta of the Gofpel. '

We have Liberty, through YESUS CHRIST,
to ufe not one only, but every Creature of GOD.
And to ufé them in a fanétified Manner, fo that they
. fhall not fenfuahze our Affe@tions, but, refine and
exalt them, by knitting our Hearts more infeparably
to their munificent CREATOR. According to

that

* The Scripture calls them, Royal Dainties, Gen. xlix. 20,
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that Claufe in the heavenly Deed, Al Things are yourss

This you would curtail and diminith.

. 'We have Liberty to look upon ourfelves, as jufti-
fied before G O D, without any Werks of our ownj
made perfelly righteous in his Sight, without any
perfonal Obedience whatever. Entirely through our
* Reprefentative and Surety, what he has fuﬂ'ered in

our Name and in our Stead. According to thofe gra-

cious Declarations, In the L O R D have I Righteouf-
nefs, and by the Obedience of ONE fhall many be made
righteous. This you would fuperfede and abolith.

We have Liberty to claim dnd receive this un-
fpeakable Privilege, without performing any Con-
ditions, or feeking any Pre-requifites.” Having no
‘other Qualification, than that of being loft Sinners,
and needing no other Warrant, than the divine
Grant, made and recorded in the Word of the Gof-
pel.  According to that moft generous Invitation,
Come, buy Wine and buy Milk, without Money and with-
out Price. According to that moft gratuitous Con-
cefion, Whoever will, let him take of the Water of
Life freely. ‘This you would clog and embarrafs.

‘We have Liberty, through our LORD’s Atone-
ment, to look upon ourfelves as made free from all
Guilt. To confider our Sins, as abfolutely blotted
-out, never to appear again, either to our utter Con-
demnation, or to our leaft Confufion. .

The three firft Articles of the Charge, I think, are-
made clear, too clear and undeniable, in the Courfe
of the preceding Letters. Should yau challenge me
to prove the laft, I refer you to your Aflize Sermon.
There you tell us, that the Sins of true Believers, as
well as of Unbehevers, will be brought to Light,

: and
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and expofed before the whole World, at the Day of
univerfal Judgment.

Here, I muft do you the Juftice to acknowledge,
that you have not, as in your epiftolary Animadver-

fions on Afpafis, required your Audience to affent, -
merely becaufe you affirm. You attempt to eftablith-

your Opinion by the Authority of Solomon; GOD
Jball bring every Wark into Fudgment, with every fecret
Thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. But
you feem to forget, that the Sins of the Believer are
ve pn ola, Things that are not. CHRIST has
blotted out, as a thick Cloud, our Tranfgreffions ; yea, as
a thin Cloud, our Sins*.—Confider them as moral
Stains, or Caules of Defilement; they are wathed
away by the Blood of FESUS. And furely the
Blood of GOD, muft have as powerful an Effe&
on our Souls, as the Waters of Fordan had upon
Naaman’s Boedy t.—Confider them as contraiting
Guilt, or deferving Punithment ; they are vacated;
they are difannulled ; and, like the Scape-Goat, dif-
mifled into the pathlefs inacceflible Wildernefs, when
Jought for, they fhall not be found.—Confider them in
cither of thefe Refpects, or under any other Cha-
raéter, and they are, not only covered or fecreted,
- but abolithed.  Juft as the Darknefs of the Night is
abolithed,

® Vai. xliv. 22. ap Nubes, 130 Nubecula. ' Thus Hou-
$igant wranflates the Words; and, I think, very juftly.
. The firft feems to denote an immenfe Arrangement of
Clouds, covering the Sky. The fecond fignifies a loofe
detached Fragment, floating in the upper Regions. The
firft, fixed like a Vault; the laft, failing like a Skiff. This
Senfe diverfifies the Prophet’s Imagery, and, inftead of
Tautology, prefents us with a beautiful Gradation.
+ 2 Kings v. i4.
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abolithed, by the Splendor of this clear, ferene, de-
lightful Morning.

Bring to our Sight, if you can, the Mill{tone, that
is caft into the Depths of the Sea. Reftore to its
former Confiftence, the Cloud that is diffolved in
Rain. Or find one Dreg of Filthinefs in the new-
fallen Snow. Then may thofe Iniquities be brought
again into Notice, which have been done away by
the High-Prieft of our Profefion. Which have
been expiated by the perfect, moft effe®ual, and
glorious Oblation of Himfelf.—His People, when
rifing from ‘the Bed of Death, will have no more Con=
Jeience of Sin in themfelves. They are fully and for
ever free from the Accufation of others. So free,
that Sin fhall not fo much as be mentioned unto
them; no, nor even remembered by the LORD
their GOD any more. They are made holy, un-
blameable, and unreprovable in his Sight. And they
fhall be prefented, at the great Day, without Spot, or
Wrinkle, or any fuch Thing.

Thus may we, and thus may our Readers, be
prefented ! So fhall we meet each other with Com-
fort at the awful Tribunal; with Joy amidft the
Angels of Light, and with everlafting Tranfport
around the Throne of the L AM B.—To promote
this blefled Event, is the fole Aim of thefe Remon-
ftrances, and the unfeigned Defire of, .

* Rev. Sir, Your, &,

LETTER
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LETTER XL

REv. SIR,.

Y laft concluded with a Sketch of our Chrif-

tian Lilerty, extracted from the Charter of the
Gofpel. We have Liberty—to ufe all the Creatures,
and in a fan&ified Manner—to confider ourfelves, as
made perfectly righteous, through the Obedience of
CH R IS T—to receive this grand Prerogative, with-
out performing any Conditions—to look upon all
our Sins, as totally and finally done away, through
the Blood of FESUS.

Perhaps,  you will atk; Where is your Liberty
from the Power of Sin? Does not this come within
the Extent of your Charter ?’—Moft certainly. You
injure our Do&rine, if you deny it. We are un-
done irreparably, if we continue deftitute of it.
Every other Immunity, without this crowning Pri-
vilege, would be like the magnificent Palace and the
beautiful Gardens of Pharach; while Swarms of
Locufls filled them, with their loathed Intrufion.

But obferve, Sir; Freedom from the Dominion
of Sin, is the Refult of all the preceding Bleflings.
By revealing thefe in our Hearts, and CHRIST
the Author of them, the HOLY SPIRIT a&s
as the SPIRIT of Liberty. You area Philofopher.
You underftand the Theory of Light. From the
Aflociatipn of various Rays, or the Mixture of many

. Parent=
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Parent-Colours, {prings that firft of Elements, and
beft of material Gifts, Light. So, from the
‘Union, and united Enjoyment of all thofe heavenly
Treafures, fprings that moft defirable Liberty, the
Liberty of Righteoufnefs.—This is that Truth, which
makes us free. This is that Knowledge, by which
we are renewed after the Image of HIM, that cre-
ated us, And thefe are the ¢xceeding precious Pro-
mifes, by which we are Partakers of the divine Na-
ture.—Hence we are taught to love the LORD
our GOD, and to delight in his adorable Perfecti-
ons. By this Means, they look with a fmiling
Afpe& upon us, and are unfpeakably amiable to us.
Under fuch Views, we fay of Sin; we fay of all our
evil and corrupt Affections ; Do not I hate them, O
LORD, that hate Thee ? Jnd am I not grieved with
thafe, that rife up againft Thee? I hate them with a
perfect Hatred : I count them mine Enemies.

Our- SAVIOUR’s Obedience. This Phrafe
difgufts Mr. 77efley. Therefore he cries; « O fay
¢« with the good old Puritans, our SAVIOUR’s
¢ Death and Merits.”"— Afpafio fpeaks with St. Paul;’
By the Obedience of One.—He fpeaks with St. Peter ;
Faithin the Righteoufnefs of ourGOD and SAVIOUR. —
He fpeaks with the Prophets Ifaiah and Feremiabh ;

In the LORD have I Righteoufnefs ; and FEHOVAH .

is our Righteoufnefs. —Having thefe Precedents, he
need not be very folicitous, who elfe is for him, or
who is againft him.
Though not very folicitous about this Matter, he
is fomewhat furprifed at your vehement Addrefs;
that you fhould exhort him fo earneftly to ¢ fpeak
¢ with the good old Puritans.” Has not your Printer
committed a Miftake ? Did not the Claufe ftand
T thus

.
-
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thus in your Manufcript ? ¢ With my good Friends
< the Arminians.”” They indeed difapprove this
Expreflion. Becaufe it is, when rightly underftood,
a Dagger in the Heart of their Caufe.—But as to
the Puritans, they are, one and all, on the contrary
Side. Their Language is a perfe@ Union with 4-
pafi’s. They glory in the meritorious Obedience of
their great MEDIATOR. They extol his imputed
Righteoufnefs in almoft every Page ; and pour Con-
tempt upon alfl other Works, compared with their
LORD’s.—~What will not an Author afirm, who
ventures to affirm or infinuate that the Puritan Wri-
ters difufe this Manner of fpeaking? For my Part,
I know not any Set .of Writers in the World, fo
eminently remarkable, for this very Do&rine, and
this very Di&ion. I faid, in a former Letter, we
would enquire into this Particular. But the Enquiry
is quite unneceflary. It would be like Uriel’s fearch-
ing for the Sun, while he ftands in its Orb, and is
furrounded with its Luftre.

“ We fwarm with Antinomians.”’—And we muft
fwarm with Perfons, whofe Hearts are Enmity againft
the Law of G OD, fo long as your Tenets find Ac~
ceptance. Who can delight in a Law, which nei-
ther has been, nor can be fulfilled by them? Which.
bears Witnefs againft them, and is the Miniftration
of Death unto them? Teftifying, like the Hand-
Writing on Belfhazzar’s Wall, Thou art weighed in-
the Balances, and found wanting :—Whereas, when
we fee it fully fatisfied on our Behalf, by our
SURET Y’s Obedience ; no longer denouncing a
Curfe, but pronouncing us blefled; not purfuing
us, like the Avenger of Blood, but opening a City
of Refuge, for the Safety of our Souls; we fhall

- hen
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then be reconciled to its Conftitution and Defign.
We fhall then take Pleafure in its Precepts and Pro--
hibitions, We fhall fay with the Palmift; LORD,
what Love have I unto thy Law ! All the Day long is
© my Study in it

My Mouth foall fhew forth thy Righteoufnefs and thy
Salvation— Thy Mercy which brings my Salva-
¢« tion,” fays Mr. Wefley, in Oppofition to the
Senfe, affigned by Afpafie. Which Senfe has been
vindicated already. I fhall therefore not renew my
Arguments but only exprefs my Wonder.

As Mr. Wefleyis a Minifter of the Gofpel, T won-
der, that he fhould ftudioufly fet afide, what is the
Peculiarity and Glory of the evangelical Revelation.
¢¢ Mercy which brings Salvation,” is what an un-
enlightened Few might have preached ; nay, whata
more ignorant Heathen might have taught., But
Salvation through a divine Righteoufnefs, as the
adequate and meritorious Caufe thereof, is the diftin-
guithing Do&rine and the foverelgn Excellency of
the Gofpel.

As Mr. Wefley is a Sinner, I wonder, he thould
chufe to weaken the Foundation of his own and our
Hope. Why Mercy alone ? Is it not better to put
our Truft in Mercy, erefing its Throne on a Pro-
pitiation, and thence holding forth the golden Scep-
tre? By the Obedience of IMMANUEL, the Law
is fatisfied, as to its Penalty; is fulfilled, as to its
Precept; and is in every Refpeé, unfpeakably mag-
nified. This fhews us the inexhauftible Fountain of
Mercy, unfealed ; and every Obftrudtion to its free
and copious Flow, removed.

T 2 - A
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As Mr. Wefley is 2ealous for the Honour of GOD,,
I wonder, he fhould not prefer that Method of Sal-
vation, by which every divine Attribute is moft
abundantly glorified. This is not done, by expect-
ing Pardon and Acceptance from Mercy alone ; but
by expetting and receiving them, through our RE-
DEEMER’s Righteoufnefs and Bleod. Then we
- have a Difplay, not only of infinite Love, but of in-.
flexible Juftice, and incomprehenfible Wifdom. Here,
they mingle their Beams, and fhine forth with.
united and eternal Splendour.

Confidering Thefe Things, I am ftill inclined to
embrace Apafie’s Interpretation of this, and fuch-
like Paffages of Scripture. Wherein Salvatien is af-
cribed to divine Mercy, exercifed through the Obe-.
dience and Death of CHRIST. Which gives as
great a Heightening to the Blefing, as the Atmo- -
fphere gives to the Rays of Light, or as the Lighe -
itfelf imparts to the Scenes of Creation. .

Thofe divine Treafures, which fpring from the
Imputation of CHR IS T’s Righteoufnefs. * Not .
« a Word of his atoning Blood:”’—I wifh, you
would turn back to 4jpafio’s Definition of this Phrafe,.
as it is laid down at the Beginning of -the Confe-
rence ; to be the Ground-Work of all the Dxalogues,.
and of all the Letters. You will then perceive,
that there is nota Word of this Kind, but CHRISTs
atening Blood is included in it. Without this, his
Righteoyfnefs had not been perfect. Without this,
his Righteoufnefs could not be imputed.—Some Peo-
ple have a treacherous Memory, and really forget
Things. Others have a perverfe Mind, and refolve
not to regard them, Which of thefe is Mr. Zefley’s

Cafe,
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Cafe, I prefume not to fay ; let his own Confcience
determine.

- *Tis true, we < love to fpeak of the Righteouf-
“ nefs of CHRIST.” Yet not becaufe * it af-
¢ fords a fairer Excufe for our own Unrighteoufnefs.”
For indeed it affords no Excufe at all. On the con-
trary, it renders Unrighteoufnefs quite inexcufable.
Becaufe it yiclds new and nobler Motives to all holy
Obedience. But welove to fpeak of the Righteouf-
nefs of CHRIST, becaufe it is the moft comprehen-
five Expreflion, and the grandeft Theme in the
Wotld.—The moft comprebenfive Expreffion ; as it
denotes.all that he has done and fuffered, both his
meritorious Life, and his atoning Blood.—The
grandeft Theme. Confider all thofe Bleflings, which.
‘have been vouchfafed to GOD’s People, before our
SAVIOUR appeared on Earth; add all the Bleflings,
which will be vauchfafed, until the Confummation
of all Things: Confider all that Goad, which is
comprifed in a Deliverance from the nethermo#t
Hell ; together with all that Blifs, which is contained
in the Pleafures and Glories of the heavenly State.
All thefe to be enjoyed, through a boundlefs Eter-
nity ;. and by Multitudes of redeemed Sianers, num--
berlefs as the Sands upon the Sea-Shore. Then
afk ; What is the procuring Caufe of all? Whence
do thefe ineftimable Benefits proceed ? From the
Righteoufnefs, the fole Righteoufnefs of FESUS
CHRIST.~-Is it not then worthy to be uppermoft
in our Thoughts, and foremoft on our Tongues?
Might not the very Stones cry out, and reproach our
Infenfibility, if we did not lwe to talk of this di-
vinely precious Righteoufnefs ? ‘

T 3 Faith
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Faith is a Perfuafion, that CHRIST has fhed -
his Blood for me, and fulfilled all Righteoufnefs in
my Stead. I can by no Means fubfribe to this
¢« Definition.”’—You might very fafely fubfcribe to
this Definition, if you would fuffer St. Peter to
fpeak his genuine Sentiments, Defcribing the Faith
of the primitive Chriftians, he calls it 5y ey Sixai=
ocuwny Faith in the Righteoufnefs. He fays nothing of
the atoning Blood. But does he therefore exclude
it? He fpeaks of nothing but the juftifying Righte-
oufncfs. And will you totally difcard it? It is the
central Point in his Faith, and fhall it have no Place
in yours ?—Righteoufnefs, he aflures us, was the
Obje of the Believer’s Faith, even the Righteouf-
nefs of our GOD and SAVIOUR ¥ESUS CHRIST.
But how could this be the Obje& of their Faith, if
it was not fulfilled in their Stead ? Or how could
they truly believe in this Righteoufnefs, if they did.
not regard it, as performed for them, and imputed to
them? :

¢ There are Hundreds, yea Thoufands of true
¢ Believers, who never once thought, one Way «r
¢« the other, of CHRISTs fulfilling all Righte-
¢« oufnefs in their Stead.””—"Then their Faith is like
the Sight of the Perfon, who faw Men as Trees walk-
sng. He faw them indeed, but very dimly, in-
ditin&ly, confufedly. And ’tis pity, but they were
more thoroughly inftructed unto the Kingdom of
GOD.—Not one of thofe Thoufands, provided he
fixes his Hope wholly upon the Meritsof CHR /S8 T,
would reject this delightful Truth, if it was offered,
with fcriptural Evidence, to his Underftanding.

| Rejeét it! No furely. He would joyfully embrace
it, if offered, with that fingle, but undeniable Evi-
dence;
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dence ; CHRIST was made Sin for us, theugh He
&new no Sin, that we might be made the Righteowfnefs of
GOD in Him.

“ You perfonally know many, who to this Hour
« have no Idea of CHRIST’s Righteoufnefs,”—
Surely then it behoves you, as a Lover of Souls,
and as an Ambaflador of CHR IST, to teach them
the Way of G OD more perfeitly *. So doing, you
will be employed much more {uitably to your Funce
tion, and much more profitably to your Brethren,
than in your prefent Attempt. By which, you
would weaken the Hands, and defeat the Defigns of
thofe, who endeavour to fpread abroad the Savour
of this Knowledge, in every Place. And who,
notwithftanding all that you perfonally know, muft
unalterably perfift in their Method. Which is, to
regulate their Definition of Faith, not by the State
of your fuppofed Believers, but by the exprefs De-
claration of the unerring Word, And from this,
they have Authority to maiatain, that Faith in the
imputed Righteoufnefs of CHR IS8T, is a funda-
mental Principle to every Believer, who underftands
upon what Foundation he is faved.

Thefe your Acquaintance, though they have no
Idea of CHRISTs Righteoufnefs, yet * have
¢« each of them a divine Evidence and ConyiQion,
“ CHRITST loved me, and gave Himfelf for me.”’—
In this Cafe, don’t you take rather too much upon
you? Have you then the apoftolical Gift of difcern-
ing Spirits ? If not, it will be impoflible for you to

T 4 know

* Mr. Wefley cannot fay ; What! Teach a Doétrine,
which I difspprove ? Since he himfelf has allowed it
has approved 1t ; has fet his Seal to it ; again and again,
in the Courfe of thefe his Remarks. ) ’
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know the Man, exclufive of yourfelf, who is cer-
‘tainly poflefled of this divine Evidence. You may
form a charitable Judgment or a prevailing Hope. .
Which feems to be the utmoft you can warrantably
claim with regard to others. And while you enter-
tain this Hope, we fhall allow it to indicate the Be-
nevolence of your Heart; but cannot admit it, as a
Proof of your Point: That People may be full of
Faith and Love, yet have no Idea of CHR/ STs
Righteoufnefs.—We would alfo caution you to take
Heed, left, through an immoderate Fondnefs for in~
creafing the Number of your Converts, you are led
to deceive yourfelf and others; regiftering thofe as
real Believers, whom the LORD hath not regiftered.
By this Means, you may be confirmed in your Un-
fcriptural Notion, that the Righteous fall away, and
the Faithful apoftatize. Whereas, they who fall
‘away, were righteous only in Appearance, and they
who apoftatize, were no otherwife than profeflion-
ally faithful. What you fee drop from ‘the Sky, is
not a Star, but a Meteor only.

Faith is the Hand which receives all that is laid
wp in CHRIST—Apafio exprefles himfelf thus ;
CHRIST is a Store-Houfe of all Good. What-
ever is neceflary to remove our Guilt, whatever is
expedient for renewing our Nature, whatever is pro-
per to fit us for the eternal Fruition of GOD, all
this is laid up in CHRIST. And all this is re-
ceived by Faith, for our Application, Ufe, and En-
joyment.—To this Mr. #efley fubjoins a Word of
Objection ; but not in due Seafon. Afpafio is dif-
playing the Efficacy of Faith; Mr. Zefley’s Argu-
ment is levelled againft the Indefectibility of Faith.
However, as it is your favourite Objeltion, it fhall

. net:,
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not be treated as an Intruder. < If we make Ship-
¢ awreck of the Faith, how much foever is laid up in
¢ CHRST, from that Hour we receive nothing.”

Have you never heard of the An{wer, which the
Spartan States returned, to an infolent and barba-
rous Embafly, from Philip of Macedon? You may
read it, in the Book you are cenfuring ; and may re-
‘ceive it as a Reply to this, and your other Surmifes
of this Nature. It was all comprifed in tHat fingle
Monofyllable I1F.—A mere Profeffor may make
Shipwreck of the Doé&rine of Faith; a true Believer
does not make Shipwreck of the Grace of Faith,
" No, nor ever will, unlefs CHRIST’s Interceflion.
be made of none Effe; I have prayed, that fuch
Faith fail not.

288. Anfwered already, in Number 285.

Afpafio, defcribing the dreadful Nature of the
Command, given to Abrabam, fays; Thy Hands
mutt lift the deadly Weapon; thy Hands muft point
it to the beloved Breaft; thy own Hands muft urge
its Way, through the gufhing Veins and the fhiver-
ing Flefh, till it be plunged in the throbbing Heart.
—*¢ Are not thefe Defcriptions far too ftrong ?”” This
is fubmitted to the Judgwnent of the Reader. I would
only obferve, that the more ftrongly the Horrors of
the tremendous Deed are reprefented, the more
ftriking will the Difficulty of the Duty appear.
Conlfequently, the more efficacious and triumphant
the Power of Faith.—¢ May not thefe Defcriptions
‘¢ occafion unprofitable Reafonings in many Rea-
¢ ders ?” What unprofitable Reafonings may be
occafioned, I do not pretend to guefs. But the juft
and natural Refle&ion, arifing from the Confidera<
tion of fuch a Circumftance; is; * What has Faith

« wrought!
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« wrought ! It purifies and exalts the Affe@ions. It
¢ invigorates and enngbles the Soul. Makes it bold
“ to undcrtake, and ftrong to execute, every great
¢ and heroic Work. I f{ee, therefore, it is not in
¢ vain, that the Scripture fo frequently inculcates
« Faith ; lays fo remarkable a Strefs upon Faith ;
« and places it in the very Front of all Chriftian
¢ Duties.” This is the Viclory that overcometh the
World, overcometh Self, overcometh all Things.

How could he ( Abrabam) juttify it to the World ?
¢ Not at all.”’—True; not to the unbelieving
World. They will argue, as Mr. #%fley on another
Occafion. ¢ What ! Stab his Son, his beft-beloved,
bis only Son to the Heart? Could the GOD of
Goodnefs command fuch a Piece of Barbarity # Im-
poflible ! I could fooner be a Deift, yea an Atheift,
than I could believe this. It is lefs abfurd to deny
the very Being of a GOD, than to make Him an
almighty Tyrant.”—But to the believing World,
who fear the LORD, and hearken to the Voice of
his Servants, Abrabam’s Conduét will never ftand in
Need of a Vindication. By them it will be highly
extolled, and greatly admired. It will be an undeni-
able Demonftration of the Reality and Sincerity of
his Faith; of its very fuperior Elevation, and in-
vincible Strengtn.

You take the dire&t and certain Way to obtain
fubftantial Comfort. The Righteoufnefs of our
LORD FESUS CHRIST, after which you enquire,
about which you are folicitous, is a never-failing
Source of Confolation. Thus Afpafio writes to The-
ron — What! Without the Atonement ?” cries
Mr. Wefley. To which he adds, in a following Para-
;upb, So the Death of CHRIST is not fo much

(13 as
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¢« as named.” This puts me in Mind of an Ob-

. jeftion, no very formidable one, made ajainft that
introdu&tory Exhortgtion to the Common Prayer,
Dearly beloved Brethrem. So then, faid a candid
Examiner, #omen have no Part in your Worthip.
They are not fo much as named. But I forbear. If
you are not afhamed of repeating, I am athamed of
refuting, fo frequently refuting fuch an empty Cavil.
And, 1 believe, the Reader is tired with us both,

* 306. I have no great Objection to your Alteration
of Afpafi’'s Comment. Suppofe, we compromife
Matters, and confider the Oil, poured on Aaron’s
Head, and emptying itfelf from Zechariah’s Olive~
Tree, as typical both of the Merits and the SPIRIT
of CHRIST. Which, like Light and Heat in the
Sun, are indiffolubly conne@ed. Or, to make ufe
of a facred llluftration, are like the living Creatures
and the Wheels in Ezekiels Vifion. When the living
Creatures went, the Wheels went by them. When the
living Creatures were lift up from the Earth, the Wheels

~ were lift up. Whither foever the former were to g05
the latter went alfo.—For the fake of obliging Mr.
Wefley, 1 call this a Compromife. But if he can
prevail on himfelf to read the Paraphrafe on the two
Paffages, without Prepofleflion, he will find this
Affociation of Senfes anticipated by Afpafis.

Has the Law any Demand, fays 4jpafio? It muft
goto CH RIST for Satisfaltion. From which you'
draw this injurious Confequence, *“ Then I am not
¢ obliged to love my Neighbour. CHRJST has
“ fatisfied the Demla'nd of the Law for me.” This

- Objection has already received an Anfwer.

1 fhall therefore content myfelf with thewing, why

I call your Conclufion injurious. Becaufe, like the
S a deaf
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deaf Adder, it ftoppeth the Ear, againft my own’
Explication of my own Phrafe. - A Note is added,
on purpofe to limit its Senfe, and obviate your Mif-
reprefentation. . This you totally difregard, and ar-
gue as if no fuch Precaution was ufed.—The Note
informs you, that the Law—the commanding Law
is fatisfied with nothing lefs than perfe&t Obedience,
and the broken Law infifts upon condign Punifh-
ment. Now if it muft not, for Satisfa&tion to both
thefe Demands, goto CHRIST our divine Huf-
band, where will it obtain any fuch Thing? Who
is able to give it, among all the Children of 4dam ®
. However, left we offend, ncedlefly offend any
Reader ; I promife, that in cafe the Providence of
GOD and the Favour of the Public call for a new
Edition, A4fpafio fhall alter his Language. Thus
the Paragraph fhall ftand; ¢ Does the Law demand
« perfect Purity of Nature, and perfe& Obedience
« of Life? It muft go to HIM for Satisfaion.
« Do we want Grace, and Glory, and every good
« Gift? We may iook to HIM for a Supply. To
« HIM, in whom it hath pleafed the FATHER,
% that all Fulnefs fhould dwell.”

For all his People—With this Phrafe Mr. Wefley |
is chagrined. ‘This he will not fuffer to pafs with
out Animadverfion. Though he mu/f know, if Pre-
judice has not blinded his Underftanding, that it is
pure Scripture.  'Why does he not thew the fame
Diflatisfaltion, with the Angel that appeared unto
Fofeph, and with Zachariah the Baptift’s Father?
The former of whom fays; He fhall fave his People
from their Sins.  The latter declares; He fhall give
Knowledge of Salvation unto his Pesple, by the Re-
miflion of their Sins. Why does he not put the

fame
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fame Queftion unto them, and draw the fame In- .
ference upon them? ¢ But what becomes of aff
< other Pegple ?”—Sometimes Mr. Wefley is fo at- .
tached to the Scriptures, that nothing will pleafe
him, but fcriptural Expreffions. Here he is fo wed-
ded to felf-Opinian, that even fcriptural Expreffions
will not pafs current, when they feem to thwart his .
ewn' Notions. R

' For all his People—From this Expreffion, though
ufed by a Prophet, authorifed by an Angel, and to
be found in many Places of Scripture, Mr. Wefley
deduces fome very offenfive and dreadful Confe-
quences. So dreadful, that he “ would fooner be
“ a Turk, a Deift, yea an Atheift, than he could be-
« lieve them.”—My dear Sir, let me give you a '
Word of friendly Advice, before you turn Tur#, or
Deift, or Atheift—See, that you firft become, an
honeft Man. They will all difown you, if you go
over to their Party, deflitute of common Honefty.

" Methinks, I hear you faying, with fome Emo-
tion ; What do you mean by this Advice? Or what
Relation has this to the Subje& of our prefent En--
~ quiry ?—A pretty near Relation. Out of Zeal to
demolith the Docrine of Ele&ion, you fcruple not
to overleap the Bounds of Integrity and Truth.—
Mpyfterious ftill! I know not, what you aim at.—
‘Then be pleafed to review a Paflage, in your Book
on Original Sin; where you have thought proper to
make a Quotation from my Dialogues. It relates to
that great Doctrine of the Gofpel, CHR/ST becoming -
the Reprefentative and feederal Head of Sinners.
Upon this Occafion 4fpafia fays;  As Adam was a -
¢ public Perfon, and a&ted in the Stead of all Man-
“ kind; fo CHRIST was a public Perfon, and

/ ' acted
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« a&ted in Behalf of all bis People. As Adam was’
¢ the firft general Reprefentative of this Kind,
¢ CHRIST was the fecond and laft.” Here, you
fubftitute the Word Mankind, inftead of this Kind;
and thereby lead the Reader to fuppofe, that Apafie
confiders our glorious Reprefentative, as ftanding in
‘this Capacity to the whole human Race; than
which nothing can be more injurious to the Senfe of
his Words.

1 at firft thought it might poflibly be the Effe& of
Inadvertency. But could a Perfon of Mr. Wefley's
Difcernment, allow himfelf to nod over a Paffage,
which he knew to be of a critical and controverted
Import ?—Perhaps, it might be the Printer’s Fault;
an Error of the Prefs. I would willingly have admit-
ted one of thefe extenuating Circumftances, till I
came to the Bottom of the Page. Where, to my
great Aftonithment, I found the following Wards,
inclofed within the Marks of the fame Quotation,
and afcribed to Afpafie. ¢ All thefe Expreflions de-
“ monftrate, That Adam (as well as CHRIST)
¢ was a Reprefentative of all Mankind.” Then I
could nolonger forbear cryingout; There is Treachery,
O Ahaziah! A falfe Quotation, not made only, but
repeated, cannot be owing to Negligence, but muft -
proceed from Defign. And this, I fhould think,
can never be defended, no, nor with a good Grace
excufed, by Mr. Wefley's moft devoted Admirers. A
ftudious Alteration of our Words, and an evident
Perverfion of their Meaning, are defenfibleby no Ar-
guments, are excufable on no Occafion, )

Quite inexcufable this Praice. And is not your
Language equally offenfive? Is not your Conclu-
fion very precipitatc? when you fuppofe Apafs,

though
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though ufing the Words of Scripture; yet reprefenting
GOD, as “an almighty Tyrant i”—Surely, you
had better forbear fuch horrid and fhocking Expref-
fions. Efpecially, as you cannot deny, that many
Paflages in Scripture, feem at.leaft to countenance
this obnoxious Tenet. As you very well know, that
many Perfons, eminent for their Learning and ex-
“emplary in their Lives, have written in Defence of
it, arid bled for the Confirmation of it. As we have
Proofs more than a few, that you are far from being
infallible in your Judgment; yea, far from being in-
variable in your Opinion. Wituefs your former No-
tions of Matrimony : Witnefs the Charalter you
formerly gave of the Moravian Brethren: And the
Efteem which you once had, for thé Myftics, and
their Writings.—Confidering yourfelf, therefore, it
would better become you to be diffident on fuch a
Subjeét, and fay, ¢ That which I know not, LORD
¢ teach thou me.” And [ imagine, it can never be-
come you, on any Subje& whatever, to break out
into fuch Language, as ought not to be named
among Chriftians : Ought to have no Place, but in
the bottomlefs Pit.—~This is an Admonition, which,
while I fuggeft to you, Sir, I charge on myfelf.

The three following Paragraphs relate to a Doc-
trine, which you are fond to attack, and which A~
pafio fudioufly declines, It conftitutes no Part of
his Plan. It forms not fo much as the Out-Works.
Be it demolithed or eftablithed, the grand Privilege,
and the invaluable Bleffing, of Juftification through
the Righteoufnefs of CH R IS T, remains unfhakeng
ftands immoveable.—In applying this to ourfelves,
we proceed neither upon univerfal nor particular Re-
demption, but only upon the divine Grant, and the

divine
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divine Invitation.. We aflure ourfelves of prefent

and eternal Salvation, through this perfe Righte-
oufnefs, not as Perfons ele2ed, but as Perfons, war-
ranted by the Word of GOD ; bound by the Com-
mand of GOD; and /d by the SPIRIT of GOD.
—Therefore, while you are encountering this Doc-
trine, 1 would be looking unto ¥ESUS; be view-
ing the Glory of my LORD ; contemplating HIS
Perfe&tion, and my own Completenefs in HI M.

If T divert, for a Moment, from this delightful
Obje&t, it is only tq touch upon one of your Re-
monftrances. You fuppofe, that, according to the
Calviniftic Scheme, GOD denies what is neceflary
for prefent Comfort and final Acceptance, even to
fome who fincerely feek it., This is contrary to
Scripture, and no lefs contrary to the Do&rine of
your Opponents. However, to confirm yourfelf in
this Mifapprehenfion, you afk, * Would yox deny
¢ it to any, if it were in your Power ?”’—To fthew
the Error of fuch a Sentiment, and the Fallacy of
fuch Reafoning, I fhall juft mention a recent melan-
choly Faét.

News is brought, that the Prince George Man of
War, Admiral Broderick’s own Ship, is burnt, and
funk, and above four hundred Souls, that were on
board, are perithed. Six Hours, the Flames prevailed ;
while every Means was ufed, to preferve the Ship
and Crew; but all to no Purpofe. In the mean
Time, Shrieks and Groans, bitter Moanings, and
piercing Cries, were heard from every Quarter, Rav-
ing, Defpair, and even Madnefs prefented them-

felves, in a Variety of Forms. Some ran to.and fro .

diftraéted with Terror, not knowing what they did,
or what they fhould do. Others jumped over board,
' from

e e



LET. I1: REV, MR, WESLEY. 289

from all Parts; and, to avoid the Purfuit of one
Death, leaped into the Jaws. of another. Thofe
unhappy Wretches, who could not fwim, were
obliged to remain upon the Wreck, though Flakes
of Fire fell on their Bodies. Soon the Mafts went
away, and killed Numbers, Thofe, who were not
killed, thought themfelves happy, to get upon the
floating Timber. Nor yet were they fafe; for, the
Fire, having communicated itfelf to the Guns, which
were loaded and fhotted, they fwept Multitudes
from this their laft Refuge.—What fay you, Sir, to
this difmal Narrative ? Does not your Heart bleed ?
Would you have ftood by, and denied your.Succour,
if it had been in your Power to help? Would not
you have done your utmoft, to prevent the fatal Ca-
taftrophe ? Yet the LORD faw this extreme Dif-
trefs. He heard their piteous Moans. He was able
to fave them, yet withdrew his Affiftance. NoW,
becaufe you would gladly have fuccoured them if you
could, and GOD ALMIGHTY could, but would
not fend them Aid; will you therefore conelude,
that you are above your LORD, and that your Lov-
ing-Kindnefs is greater than His? I will not offer to
charge any fuch Confequence upon you. I ain per-
fuaded you abhor the Thought. '

¢ The Wedding Garment here means Holinefs.”
—Thus faying, you depart from Bengelius, for whom
you profefs fo-high a Regard. Bengelius overlooks
your Expofition, and gives his Vote for Afpafio’s-
Hzc veftis oft juftitia CHRIST 1. Awed by fo ve-
nerable an Authority, you have not ventured to ex-
clude this Senfe from your Comment. You have
admitted it, into your expofitory Notes, yet will
not allow Apafio to admit it, into his Difcourfe with

Theron.
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Theron. Thefe are your Words; “ The Wedding-
s« Garment, that is, the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST,
¢ firft imputed, then implanted.” Which, by the
Way, is not perfe@ly accurate, nor according to
the Language of the Gofpel. The Gofpel diftin-
guifhes between the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST,
and our own Righteoufnefs. That which is im-
puted, goes under the former, that which is im-
planted, under the latter Denomination.

However, let us confider the Circumftances of the
Cafe, and we fhall find, that our common Favourite
Bengelius has Probability and Reafon on his Side.
The Guefts mentioned in this Parable, confifted of

vpoor Outcafts, colle€ted from the Highways and
Hedges. Now we cannot fuppofe, that People in
fuch 8 Condition, and coming at a Minute’s Warn-
ing, thould be able to furnith themfelves with a Drefs
ofi¢heir awn, fuitable to the grand Occafion. Here
then perfonal Holinefs is put out of the Queftion.—
But we muft (uppofe, (which is conformable to the
Eaflern Cuftoms) that the King had ordered his Ser-
vants, to accommodate each Gueft from the royal
Wardrobe. That each might have this additional
Token of his Sovereign’s Favour, and all ‘wight be
arrayed in a-Manner, becoming the magnificent So-
Jemnity. This exaétly correfponds with the Nature
of imputed Righteoulnefs.

Farther; the Banquet you will readily allow, is
the Pardon of Sin, and Peace with GOD, the di-
‘vine SPIRIT, and eternal Life. From all which,
~ uniting their happy Influence, true Holinefs fprings.
To fay, that Holinefs is the Wedding-Garment, ne-
ceflary for our Introduction to this Banquet, favours
of Abfurdity; like faying Holinefs is neceffary to

Holi-
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Holinefs—it is abfolute Legality ; for it makes the
Performance of all Duties, the Way to the RE-
DEEMER’s Grace—it implies an Impoffibility ;
the Sinner, that can exercife Holinefs, before he re-
ceives CHRIST and his SPIRIT, is like the dead
. Man, who arifes and walks, before he is reftored to
Life. '

The grand End which GOD propoles ia all his
favourable Difpenfations to fallen Man, is to demon-
ftrate the Sovereignty of his Grace. “ Not (o0.”—
Do you mean, Ajpafio has not fpoken fo? That you
bave mifreprefented his Senfe? Have clipped and dif-
figured his Coin? If this is your Meaning, you
fpeak an undoubted Truth. His Words are, “ To
¢ demonftrate the Savereignty, and advance the
¢ Glory of his Grace.” Why did you fupprefs the
laft Claufe? Was you afraid it would fupply the De-
ficiency, which you charge on Apafio, and exprefs
the Idea of imparting Happinefs? If fo, your Fears
are juft enough.—Why did you not take into Confi-
deration thofe Texts of Seripture, with which 4~
pafio confirms his Tenet? Ought you not to have
overthrown thofe Teftimenies, before you deny his
Do@&rine? Otherwife, you oppofe your own Au-
thority, to the Decifion of a Prophet and of an
Apoftie. ~
~ ¢ Not fo, proceeds Mr. Wefley. To impart Hap-
¢ pinefs to his Creatures, is his grand End herein.”
—The devout Prophet fpeaks otherwife; I have cre-
ated Him for my Glory. The wife Moralift fpeaks
otherwife ; The L ORD hath created all Things for
Himfelf. The holy Apoftle fpeaks otherwife; 7o
the Praife of the Glory of his Grace. From which,
- and from innumerable other Places of Scripture, ﬁ'ogll
U2 the



292 LETTERS TO THE LET, 1I.

the Reafon of the Thing, and from the very Nature
of the SUPREME BEING, it appears, that the
primary leading Aim, in all GOD’s Works, and
all GOD’s Difpenfatious, is his own Glory. The
Felicity of his Creatures, though not feparated from
it, though evidently included in it, is fill fubordi~
nate to it. And furely it is very meet and right fo to
be. Can there be a nobler End, or more worthy of
an infinitely wife Agent, than the Difplay of thofe
{fublime Perfe&tions, for which, and-through which,
and to which, are all Things ¢! Could GOD make
any other Being the principal End of his alting, He
would undeify himfelf, and give his Glory to another.
Does any Creature imagine his own Happinefs to
be a higher End, than the divine Glory? He thereby
ufurps the GODHEAD, making, as far as in him
lies, JEHOVAH the Subje&, and Himfelf the So-
vereign.

<« Barely to demonﬂrate his Soverelgnty »* The
Word barely is not ufed by Afpafis. But it gives ano-
ther Specimen of Mr., Wefley’s Integrity, in ftating
Truth, and doing Juftice to his Opponents.—It is
not faid, the fole, but the grand End. ‘Therefore,
would any unprejudiced Perfon conclude, there muft
be fome other, though inferior Purpofe. No, fays
Mr. Wefley ; hence I infer, that it was barely to de-
monftrate his Sovereignty. Do you fo ? Then your
Inference.is of a Piece with the Quotation, tbat as
valid, as thys is faithful,

 Barely to demonftrate his Sovereignty,” is a -
Principle of A&ion fit for the great Turk, not for
the moft high GOD. Such a fraudulent Quota-
tion I have not often feen, no, not in the Critical
Reviewers, To mark the Sentence with Commas,

and
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and thereby aflign it to Afpafio, is really a Mafter-
piece, efpecially, after you have thruft in the Word
barely, and lopped off the Word Grace. You have

-treated the Paflage worfe than Nabafh King of Am-

mon, treated the Ambafladors of David. They were
athamed to thew their Faces, under fuch Marks of
Abufe and Difgrace. I am no lefs athamed of the
Claufe, as you have mangled and difguifed it. But

" reftore it to its true State; let it wear its native Af-

pect; then fee what is blameable, or what is of-
fenfive in it.

The grand End, which GOD propofes, in all
his fayourable Difpenfations to fallen Man, is, to
demonttrate the Sovereignty, and advance the Glory
of his Grace.—The Glerp, that it may appear rich,
unbounded, and infinitely furpaffing, all we can
with or imagine.—The Savereigaty, that it may ap-
peat free, undeferved, and abfolutely independent on
any Goodnefs in the Creature.—That Sinners may.
receive it, without waiting for any amiable Quali-

. ties, or performing any recommending Conditions.

—That, when received, it may ftop the Mouth of
boafting ; may cut off all Pretenfions of perfonal
Merit; and teach every Tongue to fay, Not unto us,
O LORD, not unto usy but unto thy Name be the
Praife. '

And fhould we not greatly rejoice in this Method
of the divine Procedure? That the LORD orders
all Things relating to our Salvation, 1 the Praife of
the Glory of bis Grace # .Can any Thing be more ho-
nourable to our Nature, or more tranfporting to our
Souls? Can any Thing fo firmly eftablith, or fo high-.
ly exalt our Hopes? Angels, Principalities, and
Powers; all intelleGtual Creatures, in all Ages, and

3
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all Worlds ; are to look unto us, unto us Men they
are to look, for the moft confummate Difplay of
GOD’s Grace. Ouxr Exaltation and Felicity are to
be the Mirrof, in which the wondering Cherubim
and Seraphim will contemplate the fuperabundant
Goodnefs of JEHOVAH. How great muft that
Honour and that Happinefs be, which are intended
to exhibit the fulleft, faireft, brightef View of
G OD’s infinitely glorious Grace ! How fure muft
that Honour and Happinefs be, which are fo inti-
mately connefted with the Glory of the omnipotent
King! Which canno more fail of their Accomplith-
. ment, than the amiable Attributes of GODHEAD
can be ftripped of their Luftre I* ,

G OD is a boundlefs Ocean of Good. « Nay,
« that Ocean is far from boundlefs, if it wholly
« paffes by nine Tenths of Mankind.” —What, if
it had paffed by o/l Mankind, as it certainly did afl
the Devils, would it have been the lefs boundlefs on
that Account? I wifh, methinks, you would ftady
the Evil of Sin more, and not fo frequently obtrude
upon wus a Subject, of which neither vou not I feem to
be Ma@ters. Then we fhould neithet have hard
Thoughts of GOD, nor high Thoughts of our-
felves. * .

You cannot fuppofe, GOD would enter into a
frefh Covenant, with an infofvent and attainted Crea-
ture *. Thefe are Afpafic’s Words. To which Mr.,
Wefley replies ; « 1 both fuppofe and know He did.”
Satis cum imperio. Then be pleafed, Sir, to fhew
us, where the Almighty entered into a Covenant
with fallen Adam ; for of him we are fpeaking. Pro-

. . duce

* Infolvent and attainted Creaturé, Mr. Wefley has

changed into “ @ Rebel.” '
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duce the original Deed ; at leaft favour us with a
Tranfcript. And we will take your Word, when it
is backed with fuch Authority.

GOD made the new Covenant with CHRISYT,
and charged Him with the Performance of the Con-
ditions. ¢ I deny both thefe Affertions.” And
what is your Reafon for this Denial? Is it. deduced
from Scripture? Nothing like it. Is it founded on
the Nature of Things ? No Attempt is made towards
it. But you yourfelf affirm, that thefe Affertions
s are the central Point, wherein Cakvinifm and An-
“ tinomianifm meet.”” Or, in other Words, they
tend to eftablith, what you diflike; and to over-
throw, what you have taught. This is all the
Caufe, which you affign for your Denial. I cannot
but with, that, whenever I engage in Controverfy,
my Adverfary may be furnithed with fuch Argu-
ments. :

You deny the Affertions now. But don’t you for-
get, what you allowed and maintained a little while
ago? when you yourfelf, adopting a Paflage from
Tberon and Afpafio, called CHRIST < a faederal
¢ Head ?’—Pray, whatis a foederal Head, but a
Perfon with whom a Covenant is made, in Behalf of
himfelf and others? Here your Judgment was ac-
cording unto Truth. Fit, perfeitly fit for fuch an
Office, is CHRIST ; whofe Life is all his own,
‘who is able to merit, and mighty te fave. But abfo-
lutely unfit for it, utterlyincapable of it, isfallen Man;
whofe Life is forfeited, whofe moral Ability is loft,
and whofe very Nature is Enmity againft GOD."

I have made a Covenant with my chofen.—
« Namely, with David my Servant.” True; with
Dayid cas in CHRIST, or rather as a Type of

CHRIST.
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CHRIST. You cannot be ignorant, that CHRIST

is called by this very Name. The LORD, fpeak-

ing by the Prophet Ezekicl, fays, I will fet up ome’
Shepherd over them, and be fhall feed them, even my

Servant David.—Was David beloved *! CHRIST
was incomparably more fo.—Was David GOD’s

. chofen one? CHRIST was fo likewife, and in a
far fublimer Seénfe, and for infinitely more momen-
tous Purpofes.—Was David G OD’s Servant? Seo
was FESUS CHRIST ; and, by his Services,
brought unfpeakably greater Honour to the LORD

his GOD, than all Kings on Earth, and all the

Princes of Heaven.—Several Parts of this Pfalm, mu/
be applied to CHRIST ; and if feveral of them muft,
the principal of them may and ought.

He will wath you in the Blood, which atones,
and inveft you with the Righteoufnefs, which jufti-
fies. ¢ Why fhould you thus put afunder conti-
¢ nually what G OD has joined ?”” How difficult is
it, to pleafe Mr. /7efiey! When Afpafio fpoke of
CHRIST’s Righteoufnefs, without particularly men-
tioning his Blood, you faid it was better to mention
them both together ; it behoved us, never to name
the former, without the latter. Yet here, when

_both are mentioned, and the particular Ufe of each
is fpecified, you complain of his putting afunder
~what G OD has joined, which, in Truth, is no dif-
joining, but an Illuftration and Amplification of the

unfearchable Riches of CHR IS T,
. GOD himfelf, at the laft Day, pronounces them
righteous, becaufe they are interefted in the Obedi-
.ence of the REDEEMER. ¢ Rather, becdufe
¢ they are wafbed in his Blood, and renewed by his
« SPI-

* Beloved., This is'the Meaning of ™1 David’s Name.

-
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« SPIRIT.” GOD will juftify them in the laft
Day, in the very fame Way, whereby he juftified
_ them in this World ; namely, becaufe they arc inte-
refted in the Obedience of the REDEEMER. As
“for their Renewal by the SPIRIT, though it wiRk
then be perfe&, yet it will be no Caufe of their Ac-
quittal, but the Privilege of thofe who are acquitted.
—A Proof of this, at leaft an Atteftation of it, the
World has received from your own -Pen. ¢ For
¢ neither our own inward nor outward Righteouf-
% nefs is the Ground of our Juftification. Holinefs
« of Heart as well as Holinefs of Life, is not the
« Caufe, but the Effe& of it. The f3/z Ciufe of
“ our Acceptance with GOD, is the Rightecoufnefs
¢ and Death of CHRIST, who fulfilled GOD’
¢ Law, and died in our Stead.” Excellent Senti-
ments ! In thefe may I ever abide ! To thefe may you
alfo return! o

FINTIS
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