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Eaaee| [ E Importunity of
_, Fri €ﬂd.!‘, the A f per-
WY fions of Enemies, the
great Scarcity of Sermons on
this Subjelt among the Di-
vines of our own Church, and
not any overweening Conceit,
[ truft, of the Worth of the
Performance, were, amongft
divers others, the Reafons
that induced me to permit

the
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the Publication of this wvery
plain Difcourfe.

What Reception it wmay

meet with from the Publick,
it beboves me, for my own

- Sake, to be wvery little con-

cerned about. But I humbly
hope, that as God was pleas’d
to grve it furprizing Succefs,
when delivered from the Pul-
pit, fo twbe [ame Gracious

Being will continue to co-ope-
rate with it from the Prefs :
And then, if it be thereby
made inftrumental towards
the Convitting any one Sin-
ner, or Confirming any one
’ Saint,
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Saint, I [ball not be [olicitous
about the Cenfures that may
be pafled, either on the Sim-
plicity of the Style, or on the
Touth of the Author. '

! hope 1t will be permitted
me to add my bearty Wifbes,
that my Reverend Brethren,
the Minifters of the Church
of England, (if fuch an one
as I may be worthy to call
them Brethren) would wmore
frequently  entertain their
People wirh Difcourfes of this
Nature, than they commonly
do : And that they would not,

out of a [ervile Fear of dif-
pleafing
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pleafing fome particular Per-
fons, fail to declare the whole
Will of Gobp 2o their refpe-
¢tive Congregations, nor [uf-
fer their People to reft [atif-
fred with the Shell and Sha-
dow of Religion, without ac-
quainting them with the Na-

ture and Nece[fity of that In-
ward Holinefs, g#d Vital Pu-
rity of Heart, wbhich therr
Profeflion obliges them to
afpire after, and without
which no Man living can corn-

fortably [ee the LORD.




2 Cor.v. 17.
If any Man be in Chrift, be

15 a new Creature.

RS AN H E Doltrine of our REGENERA-
AR TI1ION, Oor NEW BIRTH in CHRIST
JEsus, tho’ one of the moft fun-
damcntal Dodllrines of our holy
Religion ; though {o plainly and often preffed
on us in facred Writ, ¢ that he that runs may
‘““ read ;7 nay, though it is the very Hinge on
which the Salvation of cach of us rturns, and
a Point too in which all fimcere Chriftians, of
whatcver Denomination, agrees yet is {o fel-
dom confidered, and fo little experimentally
underftood by the Generality of Profeflors,
that were we to judge of the Truth of it by

B the
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the Experience of moft who call themfelves
Chriftians, we fhould be apt to imagine they
had ¢ not fo much as heard” whether there
be any fuch thing as Regeneration or no. It
Is true, Men, for the moft part, are Orthodox
in the common Articles of their Creed 5 they
believe there is but one God, and one Medi-
ator betwéen God and Man, even the Man
Curist JEsus; and that there is no other
Name given under Heaven, whereby they can
be faved, befides His: But then tell them,
They muft be REGENERATE, they muft be
BorN AcAIN, they muft be renewed in the
very Spirit, i. e. in the zmmoff Faculties of
their Minds, ere they can truly call Chrift
Lord, Lord, or have any Share in the Merits
of his precious Blood ; and they are ready to
cry out with Nicodemus, < How can thefe
<« things be?!” Or with the Arkenians, on
another Occafion, “ What will this Babler
<« {ay? He f{cemeth to be a Sctter-forth of
¢ firange Doctrines, bccaufe we preach unto
¢« them Chrift, and the New Birth.”

Tuaat I may therefore contribute my Mite
towards curing the fatal Miftake of {fuch Per-
{fons, who would thus put afunde¢r what God
has infeparably joined together, and vainly

cxpedt
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expedt to be juftified by Chrift, 7. e. have theif
Sins forgiven ; unlefs they are alfo fanctified,
7. e. have their Natures changed, and made
holy, I fhall beg leave to inlarge on the Words
of the Text in the following manner. |

Fir/Z, 1 fhall endeavour .to explain what i3
meant by Being in Chrift, < If any Mar
“ be in Chrift.”

Secondly, What we are to underftand by
being a New Creature : ¢ If any Man
«“ be in Chrift, {ays the Apoftle, be is a
¢ new Creature.”

Thirdly, 1 fhall produce fome Argumeénts
to prove Why we muft be wew Creatures
ere we can be iz Chrift.

Fourthly and Laftly, 1{hall diaw {ome In=
ferences from what will have been deli-
vered, and then conclude with a Ward
or two of Exhortation from the whole.

AND fir/? then, I am to endeavour to ex-
plain what is meant by this Expreflion in the

Text, If any Man be in Chrift.

B 2 Now
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Now a Perfon may be faid to be iz Chriff
two Ways. Firft, only by an outward Pro-
feflion. Andin this Senfe, every one that is
called a Chriftian, or baptized into Chrift’s
Church, may be faid to be 7z Chriff. Bat
that this is not the fole Meaning of the Apo-
ftle’s Phrafe now before us, is evident, becaufe
then ¢ every one that names the Name of
¢¢ Chrift,” or is baptized into his vifible
Church, would be a new Creasture. Which
is notorioufly falfe, it being too plain, beyond
all Contradi¢tion, that comparatively but few
of thofe that are ““ born of Water,” are ¢ born
““ of the Spirit” likewife 5 or, to ufe another
Scriptural way of {peaking, Many are baptized
with Water, which were never, effeCtually at
leaft, baptized with the Holy Ghott.

To be z Curist therefore, in the full
Import of the Word, muft certainly mean
{fomething more than a bare outward Profef-
fion, or being called after his Name. For, as

this fame Apofile tells us, < All are not If74-
<« plites that are of Ifrael,” i.e. when applied
to Chriftianity, all are not rea/ Chriftians that
are nominally fuch. Nay, thatis {o far from
being the Cafe, that our Blefled Lorp him-
fcif informsus, That many that have prophe-

ficd
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fied or preached in his Name; and in his Name
calt out Devils, and done many wonderful
Works, fhall notwithftanding be difmiffed at
the laft Day with a < Depart from me, 1 know
« you not, ye Workers of Iniquity.”

IT remains therefore, that this Expreflion,
If any Man be in Chriff, muft be underfiood
in a fecond and clofer Signification, wv:z. to
be zn bhim (o as to partake of the Benefits of
~ his Sufferings. To be 7z hzm not only by an
outward Profeflion, but by an inward Change
and Purity of Heart, and Cohabitation of his
Holy Spirit. To be 7z bz {0 as to be myfii-
cally united to him by a true and lively Faith,
and thereby to receive f{piritual Virtue from
him, as the Members of the natural Body do
from the Head, or the Branches from the
Vine. To be iz Abim in fuch a manner as the
Apoftle, fpeaking of himfelf; acquaints us he
knew a Perfon was, [ krew @ Man in CHRIST,
fays he, z.e. atrue Chriftian; or, as he him-
felf defires to be 7z CHRI1sT, when he wifhes,
in his Epiftle to the ‘Philippians, that he mighe
be found 7z Aim.

THis is undoubtedly the full Purport of the
Apoftlc’s Expreflion in the Words of the Text ;

{o
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fo that what he fays in his Epiftle to the Rg-
mans about Circumcifion, may very well be
applied to the prefent Subjet, viz. That he
is not a rea/ Chriftian, who is only one oxz-
wardlys nor is that true Baptifim, which is
only outward in the Flefs. But he is a true
Chriftian, who is one zzwardly, whofe Bap-
tifm is that of the Hearz, in the Spiris, and
not merely in the #Zazer, whofe Praife is not
of Man, but of Gop. Or, ashe {peaketh in
another Place, Neither Circumcifion or Un-
circymcifion availeth any thing of itfelf, but
a new Creature. Which amounts to what he
here declares in the Verfe now under Confi-
deration, that if any Man be truly and pro-

perly 2z CHRr1sT, he is a new Creature.

WHraTt we are to underftand by being a

New Creature, was the next and fecond
general Thing to be confidered.

A np here it is evident at the firlk View,
that this Expreflion is not to ‘be {o explained
as tho” there was a Phyfical Change required
to be made in us, z. e. as tho we were to be

reduced to our primitive Nothings, and then
created and formed again. For {uppofing we

were, as Nicodemus ignorantly imagined, to
enter
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enter a ¢ fecond time into our Mother’s
« Womb, and be born,” alas! what would it
contribute towards rendring us {piritually zew
Creatures ¢ fince that which was born of Flefth
would be Flefh ftill, z.¢. we fhould be the
fame carnal Perfons as ever, being derived
from carnal Parents, and confequently receiv-
ing the Seeds of all manner of Sin and Cor-
ruption from them. No, it only means, that
we muft be fo altered as to the Qualities and
Tempers of our Minds, that we muft intirely
forget what manner of Perfons we once were,
As it may be faid of a Piece of Gold that was
in the Ore, after it has been cleanfed, purified
and polifhed, that it is a new Piece of Gold:
As it may be faid of a bright Glafs that has
becn covered over with Filth, when it is wiped,
and {o become tranfpatent and clear, that it
is a new Glafs: Or, as it might be f{aid of
Naaman, when he recovered of his Leprofy,
and his Flefh returned unto him like the Flefh
of a young Child, that he was a new Man;
fo our Souls, tho’ ftill the fame as to Effence,
yet are {o purged, purified and cleanfed from
their natural Drofs, Filth and Leprofy, by the
blefled Influences of the Holy Spirit, that they
may properly be faid to be made ancw.

How
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How this glorious Change is wrought in
the Soul, cannot ealfily be explained. For no
One knows the Ways of the Spirit, fave the
Spirit of Gop Himfelf. Not that this ought
to be any Argument againft this Doctrine ;
for, as our Blefled Lorp obferved to Nico-
demus, when he was difcourfing on this very
Subje&®, The Wind, fays he, bloweth where
it lifteth, and thou hearef? the Sound thereof,
out knoweft not whence it cometh, and whi-
zher it goetir; and if we are told of natural
Things, and we underftand them not, how
much lefs ought we to wonder, if we cannot
‘immediately account for the invifible Work-
ings of the Holy Spirit? The Truth of the
Matter is this: The Do&trine of our Regene-
ration, or New Birth in CHRIST JESUS, is
¢“ dark, and hard to be underftood” by the
natural Man. But that there is really fuch a
Thing, and that cach of us muft be {piritnally
born again, before we can enter into the King-
dom of Gopn; or, to keep to the Terms made
ufe of in the Text, mult be new Creatures
before we can be zz Carisrt, I fhall endca-
vour to {fhew under my

/

Third
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Third general Head, in which I was to pro-
duce fome Arguments to prove, Hhy
we muft be new Creatures, in order to
qualify us for being favingly 7z CHRIsT.

AND here one would think it fufficient to
affirm, that Gop himfelf, in his holy Word,
hath told us fo. For, not to mention many
Texts that might be produced out of the O/4
T eftament to prove this Point, (and indeed,
by the way, one would wonder how Nico-
demus, who was a Teacher in Ifrael, and
who was therefore to inftruét the People in
the f{piritnal Meaning of the Law, {hould be
fo ignorant of this grand Article, as wc find
he rcally was, by his asking our Blefled Lorp,
when he was prefling on him this Topick,
«« -How can thefe thingsbe?” Surely, he could
not forget how often the Pfalmilt had begg’d
of Gop, to make him a new Heart, and re-
new a right Spirit within him.  As likewife,
how frequently the Prophets had warned the
Pcople to make them new Hearts and new
Minds, and fo turn unto the LorpD their Gob.
But not to mention thefe and fuch like Tcxts
out of the O/d Teftament) this Doltrine is (o
plainly and often repeated in the New, thar,
as [ obferved before, < He that runs may rcad.”

¢ Fog
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For what {ays the grear Prophet and Inftru&tor
of the World himfelf? Except a Man (i. e.
cvery one that is naturally engendred of the
Offspring of Adam) be born again of Water
and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the King-
dom of God. And left we fhould be apt ta
{licht this Affertion, and, Nicodemus-like, re-
jec& the Doélrine, becaufe we cannot imme-
diatcly cxplain, How this thing can be; our
Bleflfed Mafter therefore athrms it, -as it were,
by an Oath, Perily, verily, I fay unto you, or,
as it may be rcad, 1 the Amen; 1, who am
Truth itfclf, {ay unto you, that it is the un-
altecrable Appointment of my heavenly Father,
that unlefs a Man be born azain, he cannot
Q;?zz‘er into the Kingdow of Gop.

AGREEABLE to this are thofe many Paffages
we mect with in the Epiftles, where we are

commanded to be renewed in the Spirit, 2. e.
as was betore cxplained, in the inmoft Facul-

tics of our Minds. To put off the O/d Man,
which is corrupt 5 and to put on the New
Mazn, which is created after Gob, in Rlﬂhte-
oufncfs and true Hohncfs That Old Things
muﬁ pa[s away, and that all Thmffs muft be-
come New. That we arc to be faved by the

wafhmw of Regenerat:m, and the Renewing
of
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of the HoLy GHosT. Or, methinks, was
there no other Paflage to be produced befides
"the Words of the Text, it would be full
enough, fince the Apoftle therein pofitively
atfirms, that If any Man be in CurisT, be is
a new Creature.

Now what can be underftood by all thefe
different Termis of being born dpain, of put-
ting off the Old Man, and putting on thé
New, of béing renewed in the Spirit of our
Minds, and becoming new Creatures; but
that Chriftianity requires a thorough, real, in-
ward Change of Heart ? Do we think thefe,
and fuch like Forms of {pecaking, are mere
Metaphors, Wortds of a bare Sound, without
any real {olid Signification? Indced, it is to
be feared, fomie Men would have them inter-
pteted {o; but, alas! unhappy Men! they are
not to be envied their Metaphorical Interpre-
tation : It will be well, if they do not integ-
ptet themfelves out of their Salvation.

MuLt1TUpEs of other Texts might be pros
duced to confirm this fame Truth ; but thofe
already quoted are {0 plain and convincing,
that one would imagine no One fhould deny

it ; were we not told, “ There are fome, vio
C 2 ‘“ having
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“ having Eyes, fce not, and Ears, hecar not,
« and that will not underftand with their
¢ Hearts, or hecar with their Ears, left they
¢ fhould be converted, and Curist fhould
« heal them.”

But 1 proceed to a fecond Argument to
prove, WWhy we mult be new Creatures, in
order to be rightly 7z CHrisT. And that
fhall be taken from the Purity of Gop, and

the prefent corrupt and . polluted State of
Man.

Now Gobp is defcribed in Holy Scripture
(and I {pcak to thofe who profels to know
the Scripture) asa Spirit; as a Being of fuch
infinite Sandlity, as to be of purer Eyes than
to behold Iniquity; as to be {o tranfcendantly
Holy, that it is {aid the wery Heavens are
not clean in his Sight 5 and the Augels them-
felves he chargeth with Fo//y.  On the other
hand, Man is defcribed (and every Regenerate
Perfon will find it true by his own Experi-
cnce) as a Creature altogether concerved and
born in Sirns as having no good Thing dwell-
ing in hims as being carnal, fold under Sin ;
nay, as having a Mind which is Enmity with
Gop, and {uch like. And fince then there

15
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is fuch an infinite Difparity, can any one con-
ceive how fuch a filthy, corrupted, polluted
Wretch can dwell with an infinitely pure and
holy Gop, before he is changed and rendered,
in fome meafure, like him ? Can He, that is
of purer Eyes than to bebold Iniquity, dwell
with it ? Can He, in whofe Sight the Hezvens
are not clean, delight to dwell with Uznclearn-
nefs itfelf ? Nos; we might as well {uppofe
Light to have Communion with Darkznefs,
or CHRI1sT to have Concord with Belzz). But
I pals onto a

THIRD Argument to make good the Apo-
ftle’s Aflertion in the Text, which fhall be
founded on the Confideration of the Nature
of that Happinefs Gop has prepared for thofe
that unfeignedly love him.

To enter indeced on a*minute and particu-
lar Defcription of Heaven, would be vain and
prefumptuous, fince we are told, that Eye
hath not feen, nor Ear heard, neither hath
it entred into the Heart of Man to conceive
the Things that are there prepared for the
fincere Followers of the Holy JEsus. How-
ever, this we may venture to affirm in the
general, that as Goo is a_Spzrz¢, o the Hap-

- pinefs
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pinefs he has laid up for his People is fpirirual
likewife 5 and confequently, unlefs our carna/
Minds are changed and become [piritualized,
we can never be made meet to partake of that
Inheritance with the Saints in Light.

It is true, we may flitter ourfelves that,
fuppofing we continue in our natural corrupt
Eftate, and carry all our Lufts along with us,
that we fhould, notwithftanding, relith Heaven,
was Gob to admit us thetein. And fo we
might, was it a Mahometan ‘Paradife, wherein
we were to take our full Swing in fenfual
Delights. But fince its Joys are only fpiri-
tual, and no unclean Thing can poflibly enter
thofe blefied Manfions, there is an abfolute Ne-
ceflity of our being changed, and undergoing
a total Renovation of our depraved Natures,
before we can have any Tafte or Relifth of
thofe heavenly Pleafures.

It is, doubtlefs, for this Reafon, that the
Apoﬁlc declares 1t to be the irrevocable Decree
of the Almighty, that withoutr Holinefs, i. e.
without being made pure by Regeneration,
and having the lmage of God thereby rein-
ftamped upon the Soul, wo Man living fhall
[ee the Lord. And it isvery obfervable, that

- our
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our Divine Mafter, in the famous Paflage be-
fore referred to, concerning the abfolute Ne-
ceflity of Regeneration, does not fay, unlefs
a Man be born again, he SHALL NoT, but
unlefs a Man be born again, he CaANNoT enter
into the Kingdom of Gop. For it is founded
in the very Nature of Things, that unlefs
we have Difpolfitions wrought in us fuitable
and anf{werable to the Obje&ts that are to en-
tertain us, we can take no manner of Com-
placency or Satisfattion in them. For In-
ftance ; What Delight can the moft harmo-
nious Mufick afford a ‘Deaf, or what Pleafure
the moft excellent ‘Pzifure give a Blind Man ?
Can a taftelefs Palate relith the richeft Dain-
ties, or a filthy Swine be pleafed with the fineft
Garden of Flowers? No: And what Reafon
can be afligned for it? An Anfwer is ready
Becaufe they have neither of them any Tem-
pers of Mind correfpondent or agreeable to
what they are to be diverted with. And thus
it is with the Soul hereafter. For Death makes
no more Alteration in the Soul, than as it
inlarges its Faculties, and makes it capable of
receiving dceper Impreflions cither of Plea-
fure or Pain. Ifit delighted to converfe with
Gop here, it will be tran{ported with the Sight
of his glorious Majefty hereafter. If it was

plcafed
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pleafed with the Communion of Saints on
Earth, it will be infinitely more fo with the
-~ Communion and Society of holy Angels and
the Spirits of juft Men made perfe& in Heaven.
But if the Oppofite of all this be true, we may
affure ourfelves, it could not be happy, was
Gop himfelf to admit it (which he never will
do) into the Regions of the Blefled. But it
is Time for me to haften to the

FourTH and laft Argument 1 fhall offer to
prove, that we muft be zew Crearures ere we
can be 7z CHRI1sT, viz. becaufe CBRIsT's Re-
demption will not be complete without it.

1F we reflett indeed on the firft and chief
End of our Bleffed LorD’s Coming, we fhall
find it was to fave us from our Sins, to be a
Propitiation for our Sins, to give his Life a
Ranfom for many. But then, if the Benefits
of our Dear Redeemer’s Death were to extend
no further than barely to procure Forgivenefs
of our Sins, we fhould have as little Reafon
to rejoice in it, as a poor condemned Crimi-
nal that is ready to perith by fome fatal Dif-
cafe, would have in receiving a Pardon from
his Judge. For Chriftians would do well to
confider, that there is not only a legal Hin-
drance
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drance to our Happinefs, as we are Breakers
of Gop’s Law, but alfo a moral Impurity in
our Natures, which renders us incapable of
enjoying Heaven, (as hath been already prov'd)
till fome mighty Change hath been wrought
in us. It is neceflary therefore, in order to
make CHrIsT’s Redemption complete, that we
fhould have a Grant of Gop’s Holy Spirit to
change our Natures, and {o precpare us for the
Enjoyment of that Happinefs our Saviour has
purchafed by his precious Blood.

AccorDINGLY the holy Scriptures inform
us, that whom CHRIST juffzfies, i.¢. (as we
faid before) whofe Sins he forgzves, thofe he
alfo fanitifies, i. e. purifies and cleanfes, and
totally changeth their corrupted Natures.
Nay, in one Place of Scripture, Szzétification
is put before Fuftification, on purpofe, as it
were, to convince us that there is no Salva-
tion to be had without it. But ye are wafhed,
fays the Apoftle, bur ye are faniiified ; and
then follows, but ye are juffzfied. As the
Scripture alfo fpeaketh in -another Place,

«« CHRIST is to us Juftification, Sanltification,
« and zhenz Redemption.” Let this therefore
be admitted as another indifputable Argu-
ment why we #/? be new Creatures ere we

D can
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can be 7z Curist, becauie without it CHRIST
is dcad in vain.

PrROCEED wec now to the next general
Thing propofed, wzz. To draw {ome In-
ferences from what has been delivered.

AxnD Firft then, If he that is 7z Cuarisr

muft be a wew Creatfure, this may f{erve as a
Reproof tor fome, who reft in a bare Per-
formancc of ot wmd Daties, without per-
ceiving any veal 7zward Change of Heart.

il

WE may obfcrve a great many Perfons to
be very pun&tual in the regular Returns of
publick and private Prayer, as likewife of re-
ceiving the Holy Communion, and perhaps,
now and then too, in keeping a Faft. And
{o far we grant they do well. But then here
~ is the Mistortune, they reft barely in the Ufe
of the Means, and think all is aver, when
they have juft complied with th:{c facred In-
{titutions T Whereas, were they rightly in-
formed, they would confider, that all the in-
ftituted Means of Grace, as Prayer, Fafting,
Hecaring and Reading the Word of Gop, Re-
ceiving the Blefled Sacrament, and fuch like,
are no further {crviceable to us, than as they

are
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are found to make us znwardly better, and to
carry on the fpiritual Life in the Soul.

It is true, they are Means, and E/fential
ones too ; but then they are on/y Means; they
arc Part, but not the /#hole of Religion :
For if fo, Who more religious than the ‘Pla-

rifee 2 who fafted twice in the Week, and
gave Tythes of all that he pofiefied, and yet

was not juftified, as our Saviour himfelf in-
forms us, in the Sight of Gob.

You perhaps, like the Pharifee, may faft
often, and make long Pravers; you may, with
Herod, hear good Sermons gladly s or, as
Fudas himfelf, in all Probability, did, receive
the Blefled Sacrament. DBut yer, if you con-
tinue vain and trifling, immoral or worldly-
minded in your Converfations, and differ
from the reft of your Neighbours barely in
going to Church, or in complying with fome
outward Performances, are you better than
they } No, in no wile: You are by far much
worie, becaute thole that wholly neglet the
Means, are anfwcrable only for omitting the
Ufe of Gop’s Ordinances ; whereas if you ufe
them, and at the {fame time abufe them, by
not letting them produce their inrended

D =2 Effedl,



[ 20 ]
Effe&t, you thereby incourage others to think
there is nothing in them, and therefore mufk

cxpe&t to ¢ receive the greater Damnation.”

But, Secondly, Ifhe thatis 7z CArisT muft
be a new Creature, then this may check the

oroundlefs Prefumption of another Clafs of
Profeors, who reft in the Attainment of fome

Moral Virtues, and falfely imagine they are
good Chriftians, if they are juft in their Deal-

ings, are temperate in their Diet, and do Hurt
or Violence to no Man.

Bur if this was all that is requifite to make
us Chriftians, Why might not the Heathens
of old be good Chriftians, who were remark-
able for thefe Virtues? Or St.Panl, before
his Converfion, who tells us, That then he
lived in all good Confcience, and was, touch-
ing the Law, blamelefs? And yet, after his
Convetfion, we find he renounces all Depen-
dence on Works of this Nature, and only
defires to be found zz CHRIST, and to know
the Power of his Refurre&ion, z.e. to have an
cxperimental Proof of receiving the HoLy
GHos T, purchafed for him by the Death,
and infured and applied to him by the Refur-
rcltion, of Jesus CHRIST. |

| THE
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Tue Sum of the Matter is this : Chrifli-
anity includes Morality, as Grace does Rea-
fon; but if we are only mere Moralifts, if we
are not inwardly wrought upon, and changed
by the powerful Operations of the Holy Spir:z,
and our Moral Actions proceed from a Prin-
ciple of a new Nature, however we may call
ourfelves Chriftians, it is to be feared we fhall
be found naked at the Great Day, and in the
Number of thofe, who vainly depend on their
own Righteoufnefs, and not on the Righte-
oufnefs of Jesus CHRIST, imputed to and in-

herent in them, as neceflary to their eternal
Salvation.

Nor, Thirdly, will this Dodtrine lefs con-
demn thofe, who reft in a Partial Amend-
ment of themielves, without going on to Per-
fe&tion, and experiencing a thorough, real,
inward Change of Heart.

A little Acquaintance with the World will
furnifh us with Inftances of no {mall Number
of Perfons, who, perhaps, were before openly

profane ;5 but feeing the ill Confequences of
their Vice, and the many worldly Inconve-

niencies it has reduced them to, on a fudden,
as it were, grow civilized; and thereupen

flatter
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facter themfelves that they ate very religious,
becaufe they differ a little from their former
{felves, and are not {o {candaloufly wicked as
once they were: Whereas at the fame time
they fhall have fome fecret darling Sin or
other, fome beloved Dalilah or Herodias,
which they will not part with ; fome hidden
Luft, which they will not mortify; fome
vicious Habit, which they will not take pains
toroot out. But wouldft thou know, O vain
Man! whoever thou art, what the Lorp thy
Gop requires of thee ? thou muft be inform’d,
that nothing fhort of a 7horongh, found Con-
verfion will avail for the Salvation of thy Soul.
It is not enough to turn from Profanene(s to
Civility 5 but thou muft turn from Civility
to Goedlinefs. Not only fome, but all Things
muft become zew in thy Soul. It will profic
thee but little to do many Things, if yet fome
one Thing thou lackeft. In fhort, thou muft
not bc only an a/moft, but altogether a new
Creature, or in vain thou hopeft for a faving

Interclt 77z CHRIST,

Fourthly and Laftly, Ir hethatis ;z CaHr1sT
muft be a wew Creature, then this may be
prefcribed as an infailible Rule for cvery Per-

fon of whatever Denomination,  Age, Degrec
| or
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or Quality to judge himfelf by. This being
the only folid Foundation whercon we can
build a well-grounded Affurance of Pardon,
Peace and Happinefs.

~ WEe may indeed depend on the broken
Reed of an external Profeflions we may think
we have done enough, if we lead fuch fober,
honeft, moral Lives, as many Heathens did.
We may imagine we are in a fafe Condition,
if we attend on the publick Ofhces of Reli-
gion, and are conftant in the Duties of our
Clofets. But unlefs all thefe tend to reform
our Lives, and change our Hearts, and are
only ufed as fo many Channels of Divine
Grace ; as I told you before, {o 1 tell you again,
Chriftianity will profit us nothing,

Ler each of us therefore ferioufly put this
Queftion to our Hearts : Have we received the
HoLy GHosT fince we believed: Arc we zew
Creatures in CHRIST, or no? At leaft, if we
arc not {o yef, is it our daily Endecavour to
become fuch? Do we make a conftant and
confcienticus Ufe of all the Mecans of Grace
required thereto ! Do we faft, watch, and pray?
Do we not only lazily feek, but laborioufly
ftrive to enter in at the ftrait Gate? In fhort,

Da
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Do we renounce ourfelves, take up our Crofles
and follow CurisT? If fo, we are in that
narrow Way which leads to Life : We are, at
leaft fhall in Time, become new Creatures in
Curist. The good Sced is fown in our
Hearts, and will, if duly water’d and nourifh’d
by a regular perfevering Ufe of #// the Means
of Grace, grow up to eternal Life. But, on
the contrary, if we have only beard, and know
not experimentally, whether there be any
HorLy Grost ; if we are Strangers to Fafting,
Watching and Prayer, and all the other {piri-
tual Exercifes of Devotion ; if we are content
to go in the broad Way merely becaufe we
fce moft other People do fo, without once
refleCting whether it be the right one or not;
in thort, if we arc Strangers, nay, Enemiesto
the Crofs of CHR1IsT, by leading Lives of
Softnefs, Worldly-mindednefs, and fenfual
Pleafure, and thereby make others think that
Chriftianity is but an empty Name, a bare
formal Profeflion; if this be the Cafe, I fay,
then CHRIST 1s as yet dead in vain as to #s;
we are yet under the Guilt of our Sins; we
are unacquainted with that true and thorough
Converfion, which alone can intitle us to the
Salvation of our Souls.

Bur,
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Bur, Beloved, I am perfuaded better Thihgs
of you, and Things that accompany Salvation,
tho” we thus fpeak 5 and humbly hope, that
yvou are fully and heartily convinced, that
nothing but the Wedding Garment of a zew
Nature, can gain Admiflion for you at the
Marriage Feaft of the Supper of the Lamb;
that you are fincerely perfuaded, that he that
hath not the Spirit of CHR1ST, is none of his;
and that unlefs the Spirit, which raifed Jesus
from the Dead, dwell in you here, ncither
will your mortal Bodies be quickened by the
{ame Spirit to dwell with him herecafter.

LET me therefore (as was propofed in the
Jaft Place) earneftly exhort you, in the Name
of our Lord JESUS CHRIST, to alt {uitable to
thofe Convictions, and to live as Chriflians,
that are commanded in Holy Writ, to put off
their former Converfation concerning the O/4

Man, and to put on the New Man, which is
created after Gop, in Righteoufnefs and true

Holinefs.

IT muft be owned indeed, that this is a great
and difficult Work ; but, bleflcd be Gop, it is
not impoflible. Many Thoufands of happy
Souls have been afiifted by a Divine Power

E tQ
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to bring it about, and why fhould /7 defpais
of Succels? JIs Gop’s Hand fhortened, that it
cannot {ave * Was He the Gop of our Fathers,
is He not the Gop of their Children alfo? Ycs,
doubtlefs, of their Children alfo. 1t is a Task
likewife that will put us to {fome Pain; it will
oblige us to part with fome Luft, to break
with fome Friend, to mortify fome beloved
Paflion, which may be cxceeding dear to us,
and perhaps as hard to leave, as to cut off a
richt Hand, or pluck out a right Eye. But
what of all this? Will not the being made a
rcal living Member of Curist, a Child of
Gop, and an Inheritor of the Kizngdom of
Heaven, abundantly make amends for all this
Trouble?! Undoubtedly it will. Laftly, Set-
ting about and carrying on this great and ne-
ceflary Work, perhaps may, nay, affluredly
will, expofc us to the Ridicule of the un-
thinking Part of Mankind, who will wonder
that we run not into the fame Excefs of Riot
with themfelves s and becaufe we may deny
cur {inful Appetites, and are not ‘conformed
to this World, being commanded in Scripture
to do the one, and to have our Converfation
in Heaven in Oppofition to the other, they
may count our Lives Folly, and our End to
be without Honour. But will not the being.

nuI-
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numbered among the Saints, and fhining as
the Stars for ever and cver, be a more than
futhcient Recompence for all the Ridicule,

Calumny or Reproach we can poflibly mect
with here ?

INDEED, was there no other Reward at-
tended a thorough Converfion, but that Peace
of Gop, which is the unavoidable Confe-
quence of it, and which, even in this Life,
paffeth all Underftanding, we fhould have
oreat Reafon to rejoice. But when we con-
{ider this is the lcaft of thofe Mercies Gop has
prepared for thofe that are in CHRIST new
Creatures s that this is but the Beginning of
an eternal Succeflion of Pleafurcs ;s that the
Day of our Deaths, which the unconverted,
unrenewed Sinner muft {o much.dread, will be,
as it were, but the jirf2 Day of our new Bzrths,
and open to us an everlafting Scene of Hap-
pinefs and Comfort ; in fhort, if we remem-
ber that they who are regenerate and born
again, have a real Title to all the glorious
Promifes of the Gofpel, and are infallibly

certain of being as happy, both herc and
hereafter, as an All-wife, All-gracious, All-

powerful Gop can make them, methinks,
every one that has but the leaft Concern for

E 2 - the
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the Salvation of his precious, his immortal
Soul, having {uch Promifes, {uch an Hope,
fuch an Eternity of Happinefs fet before him,
fhould never ceafe watching, praying and
ftriving, till he find a real, inward, f{aving
Change wrought in his Heart ; and thereby
knoweth of a Truth, that he dwellsin CurisT,
and CHRIST in him ; that he is a wew Creas-
ture iIn CHRIST 3 that he 1s therefore a Child
of Gop ; that he is already an Inheritor, and
will ere long, if he endure to the End, be an
actual Pofleflor of the Kingdom of Heaven.

WHicH Gop of his Infinite Mercy grant,
through Jesus ChR1sT our LorD.

To whom, &c.

¥ I N I §
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