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MATTH. v. 34.

But 1 fﬂy unto Yot Swear  nok
at all.

=% Sins for which this Nation is
W~ grown infamous, perhaps there

N 1s no one more crying, but
\ withal more common, than
> the abominable Cuftom of Pro-
fane Swmrmg and Curfing. Our Streets abound
with Perfons of all Degrees and Qualities, who
are continually provoking the Holy One of
Ifrael to Anger by their deteftable Oaths and
Blafphemies : and our very Children, onr of
whofe Mouths, the Plalmift obferves in his
Days, was perfelted Praife, are now grown
remarkable for the quite oppofite 1ll Quality of
Curfing and Swearing. ‘This cannot but be a
melancholy Profpeét for every fincere and ho-
neft Minifter of Fefus Chrift, to view his Fel-
low Chriftians in3 and fuch as will put him on
contriving fome Means to prevent the {pread-
g at- lealt of {o growing an Evil; knowing
that the Lord (without Repentance) will affu- -
redly vifit for thefe Things. But, alas! what
can he do? Publick Animadverfions are fo
neglected amongft us, that where fhall we find
<2 common Swearer punifhed as the Laws di-
tCt? And as for priyate Admonition, Men
are now {o Jardened through the De’cfzfﬁmzej}

. of Sin, thatto give them {ober and pious Ad-
vice,
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6 The Hernous Sin (_)f .
vice, and to thew them the Evil of their Do-
ings, is but like caffing Pearls before Swine,

. they only turn again and rent you. Since Mat-

ters then are come to this pafs, all that we can
do is thig, that as we are appointed Watchmen
and Ambafladors of the Lord, 1t 1s our Duty
from time to time 7zo fhew the People their
Tranfgrefion, and wara Them of their Sins {0
that whether they will bears or whether they
will forbear, We however may deliver our owi
Souls, 'That 1 therefore may difcharge my
Duty in this Particular, give me leave, 1n the
Name of God, humbly to offer to your moft
ferious Confideration fome few Obfervations
on the Wordsof the Text, in order to fhew the
Heinoutnefls of profane Curfing and Swearing.
But before T proceed diretly to the Prole-

‘cution of this Point, it will be proper to clear

this Precept of our Lord from a Mifinterpreta-
tion that has been put on it by a Set of Men,
who heedlefly infer from hence,; that our Sa-
viour prohibits Swearing before a Magiftrate
when required on a folemn and proper Occa-
fion, But that all Swearing 1s not ablolutely
unlawful for a Chriftian, is evident from
the Writinas of St. Paul, whom we often find
upon fome folemn Occafions ufing feveral
Forms of Imprecation and Sweariny, as, [
call God to Wiine[s,——God is my Judpe, -----
By your Rejoicing in Chriff Fefus, and fuch
like.  And that our Saviour docs by no means
forbid Swearing betore a Muagiftrate, 1n the
Vords now before us, is plain, if we confider
the Scope and Defign he had in view, when he
gave his Difciples this Command,  Permit me

L to




Profane Curfing and Swearing,

to obferve to you then, that our Blefled Mafter
had fet himfelf, from the 27th Verfe of this

Chapter, out of which the Text is taken, to
vindicate and clear the Moral Law from the
corrupt Gloffes and Mifconftruction of the
Pharifees, who then fate in Mofes’s Chair, but
without were notorioufly faulty in adhering too
clofely to the literal Expreflion of the Law,
without ever confidering the due Extent and
{piritual Meaning of it. Accordingly they
imagined, that becaule God had faid, Thox
fhalt not commit Adultery, that therefore, fup-
pofing a Perfon was not guilty of the very
A& of Adultery, he was not chargeable with
the Breach of the Seventh Commandment.
And likewife in the Matter of Swearing, be-
caufe God had forbidden his People in the
Books of Exodus and Deuteronomy, to take his
Name in vain, or to {fwear falfly by his Name ;
they therefore judged it iawful to {wear by any
Creature in common Difcourle, {uppofing they
did not direCtly mention the Name of God.
Our Blefled Saviour therefore, in the Words
now before us, retifies this their Miftake a-
bout Swearing, as He had done in the Verfes
immediately foregoing that concerning Adul-
tery, and tells the People, that whatever Al-
lowances the Pharifees might give to fwear by
any Creature, yet He pronounced it abfolutely
unlawful for any of his Followers to do fo.
You have beard, {ays he, that it bas been [aid
by them of old Time, (namely, by the Pharifees

and Teachers of the Fewifh Law ) Thou fbalt
wot forfwear thyfelf, but perform unto the Lord
ibine Qaths : But I fay unto you, (I who am

appointed



8 The Heinous Sin of

appointed by the Father to be the Great Pro-
phet and True Lawgiver of his Church)
Swear not af all, 1n your common Converfa-
tion, neither by Heaven, for it is God’s Throne ;
and therefore to Swear by That, is to.{wear by
Him that fits thereon: neither by the Earth,
for it is bis Footftool 5 nor byFerufalem, for it is
the City of the Great King : neither fbalt thou
Swear by thy Head, becaufe thou canft not make
one Hair white or black : But let your Communi-
cations (which plainly fhews that Chrift is here
fpeaking of Swearing, not betore a Magiftrate,
but 1n common Converfation) let your Commu-
nications, {ays he, be Yea yea, Nay nay, a {trong
Affirmation or Negation at the moft ; for what-
ever is more than this cometh of Efuzl that is,
cometh from an Evil Principle, from the Evil
One, the Devil, the Author of all Evil.

Which by the way, methinks, thould be a
Caution to all {fuch Perfons, who though not
guilty of Swearing 1n the grofs Senfe of the
Word, yet attelt the Truth of what they are
{peaking of, though ever {o trifling, by faying
Upon my Life, As I live, By my Faith, By the
Heavens, and fuch like: which Expreflions,
however harmlefs and innocent they may be
efteemed by fome {orts of People, yet are the
very Oaths which our Blefled Lord condemns
in wie Words immediately following the Text ;
and Perfons who ufe fuch unwarrantable Forms
of {peaking, muft expect to be convicted and
condemned as Swearers at our Savioui’s {fecond
Coming to judge the World.

But to return: It appears then from the

whole Tenour of our Saviour’s Difcourfe, that
1



Profane Curfing and Swearing. ¢

in the Words of the Text he does by no means
difannul or forbid Swearing before a Magi-
ftrate, (which, as might be eafily thewn, is
both lawful and neceffary) but only profane
Swearing in common Converfation 3 the Hei-
noufnefs and Sinfulnefs of which I come now,
as was above propofed, more 1mmcd1’a.tely to
lay before you,
And here, not to mention that it is a di-
re¢t Breach of our Blefled Mafter’s and great
Lawgiver’s Command in the Words of the
Text, as likewife of the Third Commandment,
wherein God pohtively declares, He will #ot
hold him guiltlefs (that 15, will afﬁlledly punith
him) t/:zat taketh bis Name in vain : Not to
mention that it is the greateft Abufe of that
noble Faculty of Speech, whereby we are di-
ftinguithed from the Brute Creation ; and the
oreat hazard the common Swearer runs of be-
ing perjured fome time or other: Not to
mention thefe Reafons agaimit 1t, I fay, which
of themfelves would abundantly prove the Fol--
ly and Sinfulnefs of Swearing :—1 fhall at this
time content myfelf with inftancing in Four Par-
ticulars, which highly aggravate the Crime of
profane Swearing ‘and thofe are fuch as follow.
Firft, Becaufe there 1s noTemptation in Nature
to this Sin, nor does the Commiffion of it afford
the Oifender the leaft Pleafure or Satisfaction.
Secondd#; Becaufe 1t is a Sin which may be fo
often repeated.
Thirdly, Becaufe it hardens Infidels againft
the Chriftian Religion, and muit give great
Offence, and occafion much Sotrow and Con- -

cern to every true Difciple of Fefus Chrift.
B Fourthly,
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Fourthly, Becaufe it is an Extremity of Sin,

which can only be matched in Hell.

The Firff Realon then why Swearing in
common Converfation is fo hemous in God’s
Sight, and why we fhould not {wear at all, is
becaufe it has no Temptation i Nature 3 nor
does the Commuiflion of 1it, unlefs a Man be a
Devil incarnate, afford the Offender the leaft
Pleafure or Satisfadtion.

Now here, I prefume, we may lay it down
as 2 Maxim univerfally agreed on, that the
Guilt of any Crime 1s increafed or leflened in
proportion to the Weaknefs or Strength of
the Temptation by which a Perfon 1s earried
out to the Commuffion of 1t, It was this Con-
fideration that extenvated and diminifhed the
Guilt of Saul’s taking upon him to offer Sa-
crifice before the Prophet Samuel came, and of
Uzza’s touching the Ark, becaufe it was in
danger of falling: As on the contrary, what
fo highly aggravated the Dilobedience of our
Firlt Parents and Lor’s Wite, was, becaufe the
tormcr had {o Little Reafon to eat the forbidden
Fruie, and the latter fo {mall a Temptation to
look back on & ‘o,

And now 1f this be granted, {urely the com-
mon Sweercr muit of all Sinners be the moft
without Fxcufe, fince there 1S no manner of
Temptation m Nawre to the Commiflion of
his Crime. In moft of the other Commands,
Perfons perbaps may plead the Force of natu-
ral Inciination 1 excule for their Breach of
them : One, for Inftance, may alledge his
ftrong Propenfity to Anger, to excule his
breaking of the Sixth s AI]OIZ}]PI, his Pronc-

ncis



Profane Curfing and Swearing. 11

nefs to Luft, for his Violation of the Seventh.
But now {urely, the common Swearer has no-
thmg of this kind to urge in his Bzhalf : For
tho’ he may have a natural Inclination to this of
that Crime, yet no Man, it 1s to be prefumed,
can fay, he is born of a Swearing Conflitution,

But farther, as there is no Temptation to
it, {o there is no Pleafure or Profit to be reap-
ed from the Commiffion of it. Afk the Drunkard
why he rifes up early to follow ftrong Drink,
and he will tell you, becaufe 1t affords his fen-
fuil Appetite fome kind of Pleafure and Gra-
tification, though it be no higher an one than
that of a Brute. Enquire of the covetous
Worldling, why he defrauds. and over-reaches
his Neighbour, and he has an Anfwer ready,
—To enrich himf{elf, and to lay up Goods
for many Years. But 1t muft certainly puzzle
the profane Swearer himfelf, to mform you
what Pleafure he reaps from Sw.aring 3 for,
alas! 1t 1s a fruitlefs, taftelefs Thing, that he
fells his Soul for. But indeed he does not fell
it at all: In this Cale he prodigally gives it
away (without Repentance) to the Devil ;- and
parts with a blefled Eternity, and runs into
everlafting Torment, merely for Nothing!

But, Secondly, what increafes the Heinouf-
nefs of profane Swearing, is, that it 1s a Sin
which may {o often be repeated.

This 15 another Confideration which always
ferves to leflen or increafe the Guilt and Malig-
nity of any Sin. It was fome Excufe for the
Drunkennefs of Noab, and the Adultery of
David, that they committed thefe Crimes but
once ; As on the contrary, of the Patriarch

B2 Abrabam’s
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Abrabaw’s Diftruft of God, that he repeated
the diffembling of Sarab to be his Wife, two
feveral times. And if this be admitted as an
Aggravation of other Perfons Crimes, furely
much more fo of the Guilt of common Swear-
ing, becaufe it is a Sin which may be and is
for the generality often repeated. In many
other grofs Sins it cannot be fo: Ifa Man be
overcome 1n Drink, there muft be a conflider-
able Time e’er he can recover his Debauch,
and return to his Cups again; or if he be ac-
cuftomed to profane the Sabbath, he cannot
do it every Day, but orly one in feven. But,
alas! the profane Swearer 15 ready for another
QOath almoft before the Sound of the firft is
out of our Ears: Yea, fome double and treble
them in one Sentence, even fo as to confound
the Senfe of what they {ay, by an horrible Din
of Blafphemy! Now if the great and terrible
Febovab has exprefly declared that He will nos
bold bim guiltlefs, that 15, will affuredly punifh
him, that taketh bis Name but once in vain :
What a vaft Heap of thefe heinous Sins lies at
every common Swearer’s Door? It would be
apt to fink him into an intolerable Defpair,
did he but {ee the whole Sum of them. And,
oh ! what a feared Confcience mult that Wretch
have, that does not feel this prodigiousWeight !

But, Thirdly, What makes the Sin of pro-
fane Swearing appear yet more exceedful finful
is, that it hardens Infidels againit the Chiiffiai
Religion.

It is the Apoftle St. Petei’s Advice to the
matried Perfons of his Time, that they {houid
walk as became the Gofpel of Chrift, thas

| thals
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thofe that were without might be won to em-
brace the Chriftian Religion, by {ecing and
obferving their pious Converfation coupled to-
gether with fear. And what the Apoftle pref-
{es on married Perfons we find elfewhere en-
joined each particular Member of the Church.
Accordingly, we are commanded by our Blef-
ted Lord to let our Light [o [bine before Men,
that they may fee our good Works, and glorify
our Father which is in Heaven. And the A-
poftle St. Paul bids us walk circumfpetly to-
wards them that are without, vedeeming the
Time, that is, embracing all Opportunities to
do them good, becanfe the Days are evil.  But,
alas! in what a direct Contradiction does the
profane Swearer live to this and fuch Pre-
cepts,— who, inftead of gaining Profelytes to
Chrit from the unbelieving Part of the
World, does all he can to oppofc it! For
how can it be expeéted, that Infidels fhould
Honour our God, when Chriftians themfelves
defpife him; or that any fhould embrace
our Religion, when Profeflors of it themfelves
make fo light of one of its ftricteft Com-
mands? No, to our Grief and Shame be it
fpoken, it is by Reafon of fuch Iinpieties as
thefe that our Holy Religion (the beft and
pureft in itfelf) 1s become a By-word among
the Heathen 5 that the facred Authority of the
Holy Jefus and his Dotrine is defpifed ; and
God’s Name, as it is written, blafphemed among
tie Gentiles.

Thele cannot but be {fad Blocks and Offences
in the way of our Brethren’s Converfion: But
wo be to thofe Men by whom fuch Offences come :

~ We
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We may fay of them, as our Blefled Lord did
of Fudas, It had been better for fuch Men that
they bad never been borm 3 or, as he threatens
in another Place, It fball be more tolerable for
Sodom and Gommorab in the Day of Fudgment,
than for fuch Sinners.

But this isnot all: As profane Swearing muft
undoubtedly harden thofe in their Infidelity
that are without, {o muft it no lefs grieve and
oive great Offence to thofe honelt and fincere
Perfons that are within the Church.,  We hear
of David’s complaining and crying out, # is
me that I am confirained to dwell with Mefech,
and to bave wmy Habitation amongft the Tents of
Kedar: that is, That he was obliged to live
and converfe with a People exceedingly wicked
and prophane. And Saint Pefer tells us, that
Lot’s righteous Soul was grieved Day by Day,
whillt be [aw and obferved the ungodly Conver/fa-
tion of the Wicked. And no doubt 1t was one
great Part of our blefled Mafter’s Sufferings
whilft on Earth, that he was compelled to con-
verfe with a wicked and perverfe Generation,
and to hear his heavenly Father’s facred Name
profaned and {coffed at by unrighteous and
wicked Men. And {urely 1t cannot but pierce
the Heart of every true and fincere Chriftian,
of every one that does in any Meafure partake
of the Spirit of his Mafter, to hear the Multi-
tude of Oaths and Curfes which proceed daily
and hourly out of the Mouths of many Peo-
ple, and thofe too whole liberal Education and
{fceming Regard for the Welfare of Religion,
one would think, fhould teach them a more
becoming Behavicur.  To hear the Great and

tes-
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terrible Name of God polluted by Men, which
is adored by Angels, and to confider how
often that facred Name 1s prophaned in com-
mon Difcourfe, which we are not worthy to
mention in our Prayers: This, I {ay, cannot
but make each of them cry out with Holy Da-
vidy Wo is me that I am confirained to dwell
with Mefechy, and to “have my Habitation a-
mongft the Tents of Kedar. And though the
Blafphemies and prophane Difcourfes of others
will not be imputed to fincere Perfons for Sin,
{fo long as they bave no Fellowfbip with fuch
bellifb Frusts of Darknefs, but rather reprove
them 3 nay, rather will be imputed to them
for Righteoufnefs, for thus lamenting the .
Wickednels of Sion: yet it will greatly en-
hance the prefent Guilt, and {adly increafe the
future Punithment of every prophane Swearer,
by whom {uch Offences come. For if, as our
Saviour tells us, 7z bad been better for a Man to
bave a Mill-fone tied about his Neck, than that
be fbor!d offend one of bis liitle ones, that is, the
weakeft of his Difciples, How much forer Pu-
nifbnent will they be thought worthy of, who not
only caufe God’s Name to be blafphemed a-
mong the Gentiles, and the Religion of our
dear Redeemer to be abhorred ; but who
make his Saints to weep and mourn, and vex
their righteous Souls from Day to Day, by their
ungodly, profane, and blafphemous Converfa-
tion ¢ Suarely as God will put the Tears of
one 1nto his Bottle, and recompence them with
eternal Glory at the Great Day of Retribution, -
o it will be juft in him to punith the other with
sternal Sorrow for all their ungodly and hard

Speeches,
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- Speeches, and caft thein into a Lake of Fire
*and Brimftone, where they {hall be glad of a
- Drop of Water to cool thofe Tongues with
whlch they have fo often blafphemed the Lord
of Hofts, and grieved the People of our God.
But 1t 15 Time for.me to proceed to give”
my Fourth and laft Reafon, why common Swear-
g 1s fo exceeding finful. And that 1s, becaufe
it 1s {uch an Extremlty of Sin, . that can only be
matched 1 Hell, where all are defperate and
witkout Hope of Mercy. The damned De-
vils'and danined Souls of Men in Hell, may
be fuppofed to rave and blafpheme in their
“Torments, becaufe they know that the Chains
wherein they are held can never be knocked
off : But for Men that fwim in the River of
God’s Goodnefs, whafe Mercies are renewed to
thom every Morning, and who are vifited with
freth Tokens of his infinite unmerited Loving-
kindnefs every Moment: for thefe favourite
Creaturesto fef their Mouths againft Heaven, and
to blafpheme a gracious, patient, all-bountiful
God; is a Height of Sin which exceeds the
thlmefs and Implety of Devils and Hell itftlf.
And now, after what has been here offered,
to thew the Heinoufnels of prafzzrw Curfing and
Swearing 1n common Conv emtmn, may I not
very juftly addrefs myfelf to you in the Words
of the Text, Therofore I [ay nitto you, Swear not
et afl , fince 1t 15 a Sin that has no Temptation in
Wature, nor brings eny Pleafure or Profir to
the Committer of 1ty fince 1t hardens Infidels
in their Infidelity, and affords fad Caufes of
Griet and Lamentation to every honeft Chri-
fieny finceit1s a Sin that generally grows in-
1o
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to 2 Habit 3 and laftly, {fucha Sin tha,t can ons
ly be matched in Hell. .

1. And firft then, if thefe Things be fo, .;1;1d
the Sin of profane Swearing, as hath been 1n
fome Meafure fhewn, is fo exceeding finful,
‘What thall we fay to fuch unhappy Men, who
think it not only allowable, but fathionable
and polite to take the Name of God in vain
who ihagine that Swearing makes them look
big amongft their Companions, . and really
think it 2 Piece ot Honour to ahound in it ?
But alas! little do they think that {uch a Beha-
viour argues the greateft Degeneracy of Mind
and Fool-hardinefs that can poflibly be thought .
of : For what can be more bafe than one Hour
to pretend to adore God 1n publick Worthip,
and the very next Moment to ‘blafpheme his
WName? ~ Indeed fuch a Behaviour irom Per-
fons who deny the Bzing of a God (if anv fuch
Fools there be) 1s nor 'iltoo'ether fo much to be
wondered at: But for Men, who not only
fubfcribe to the Belief of a Deity, but likewile
acknowledge hkim to be a God of infinite Ma-
jefty and Power 3 for fuch Men, I fay, to blaf-
pheme his Ioly Name by prophaie Cusfing and
Swearing, and at the fame Tunc confefs that
this very God has exprelly declared He qwi//
1ot bold bim guiltlcfs, thatis, will certainly and
eternally punith (without Repentance) him zhas
taketh bis Name in vain s 1s {fuch an Inffance of
Fool-hardinefs as well as Bafenels, that can
fcarcely be paralled. This 1s what they pre-
fume not to do in other Cafes of lefs Danger :
They dare not revile a General at the Head of
his Army, nor roufe a fleeping Lion, when

C within
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within Reach of his Paw. And 1s the Almighty
God, the Great Febovah, the Everlafting King,
who can confume them by the Breath of his
Nof’crﬂs, and frown them to Hell in an In-
ftant 3 is He, Ifay, the only contemptible Be- :
ing in their Account that may be provoked
wnhout Fear, and offended without Punifh- '
ment? No, though God bear long, he will |
not bear always : Time will come, and that too
perhaps much fooner than fuch Perfons may
expet, when God will vindicate his injured

Honour, when he will lay bare his Almighty

Arm, and make thole Wretches feel the eter-
nal Smart of his Juftice, whofe Power and

- Name they have {o often vilified and blafphem-

ed. Alas! What will become of all their
Bravery then? Will they then wantonly {port
with the Name of their Maker, and call upen
the King of all the Earth to damn them any
mote in Jeft? No, their Note will then be
changed : indeed they fhall call, but alas! it
will be tor the Rocks to fall on them, and the Hills
i0 cover them from the Wirath of bim that fittet)
upoi the Throne, and from the Lamb for ever. It
s true, T'ime was when théy prayed, though
without Thought perhaps, for Damnation both
for them{elves and others: And now they will
tind their Prayers anfwered, ---- They delightec
in Curfing, therefore fhall it bappen unto them;
they loved not Bleffing, therefore fhall it be fai
from them sy they cloathed themfelves with Curfing

2 like as mz‘}v o Garment, and 1t fball come into their

Bowels litke Water, and like Oil into their Bones.

2. But fit‘lfhﬁ'l' if the Sin of Swearing is fo
=xceeding heinous, and withal {o common,
then




Profane Curfing and Swearing. 19

then it is every particular Perfon’s Duty, efpe-
cially thofe that are in Authority, to do their
utmoft towards difcountenancing and fupprel-
fing fo malignant a Crime. The Duty we
owe both to God and our Neighbour requires
this at our Hands: By the one we are obliged
to affert our Maker’s Honour ; by the other to
prevent our Neighbour’s Ruin: Not to men-
tion that it is the greateft Proof we can give of
our undiffembled Love to our Mafter, and is
but deing as we would be done by, and as we our-
felves aét in Cafes of lefler Confequence. Were
we to hear either our own or our Friend’s good
Name vilitfied and traduced, we fhould think
it our bounden Puty to vindicate the wronged
Reputation of each: And fhall the great, ter-
rible and holy Name of our beft and only Friend,
our King, our Father, nay our God; Shall this,
I fay, be daily, nay every Moment defied and
blafphemed ; and will no one dare to ftand up
in Defence of his Honour and Holinefs? Be
affonifoed, O Heavens, at this! No, let us
icorn all fuch bafe and treacherous Treatment
Let us, foronce at leaft, refolve to fupport the
Caufe of Religion, and with a becoming pru-
dent Courage manifeft our Zeal for the Ho-
nour of the Lord of Hefts,  Men in Authority
have double the Advantages of ordinary Chii-
f1ans : Their very Office thews they are'intend-
ad for the Punifhment of evil Doers: And fuch
s the Degeneracy of Mankind, that the Gene-
rality of them will be more nfluenced by the
Power of Perfons m Authority, than by the
moft laboured Exhortations from the Pualpit.
Yo fuch therefore, if there are any here nre-

C2 {ent,
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fent, I humbly addrefs myfelf, befeeching them
in the Name of our Lord Jefus Chrift, to do
their utmoft to put a Stop to and reftrain pro-

fane Curfing and Swearing. And though 1t muft

be confeflfed that this i1s a Work which requires
a great deal of Courage and Pans, yet they
would do well to confider it 1s for God they
undertake it, who certainly will fupport and
bear them out 1n a due Execution of their Of-
fice here, and reward them with an exceeding
and eternal Weight of Glory hereafter, Butit
is Time to draw towards a Conclufion.

4. Let me therefore once more addrefs my-
{elf to every Perfon here prefent, inthe Name
of our Lord Jefus Chrift ; and if any amongft
them have been any way guilty of this noto-
rious Sin of Swearing, let me intreat them by
all that is near and dear to them, that they
would ncither give the Magiftrate the Trouble
to punith, nor their Friends any Reafon for the
future to warn them againft committing the
Crime; but keep a conftant and caretul Warch
over the Daor of their Lips, and withal implore
the Divine Affiftance (without which all is no-
thing) that they offend no inore fo {candaloufly
with their Tongues. Let them ferioully lay to
Hoart what with great Plainnefs and Simpli-
cit - i1:s here been delivered: And 1f they have
any K.« ard for themfelvesas Men, or their Re-
putation as Cirif 205y It they would not be a
p.tonad Standal to their Protfeffion, ora Grief to
ottt know or converle withthem y In fhort,
1t ey would not be Devils incarnate Lere, and
provoke God to onifh them eternally hereafter,
---- [ {ay uno riem in the Name of our Lord
Jelus Chrily, Sweermor ar all &5 ME 0
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ECCL. xu 1.
Rewmember now ﬂjy Creator n the

Days of thy Touth.

HE Amiablenefs of Religi~
{ on 1n itfelf, the innumerable
Advantages that flow from
it to Society in general, as
well as each fincere Profef-
for of it 1n particular, can-
not but recommend 1t to the

Choice of every confiderate
Perfon, and make even wicked Men, as they

wifh to die the Death, {oin their more {ober
Intervals, ~envy the Life of the Righteous.
And indeed we muft do the World {o much
Juftice as to confefs, that the Queftion about
Religion does not #fually arife from a Difpute
whether it be neceffary or not (for moft Men
fee the, Neceflity of doing fomething for the
Salvation of their Souls); but when is the beft
Time to fet about it. Perfons are convinced
by univerfal Experience, that the firft Effays
or Endeavours towards the Attainment of Re-
ligion, are attended with {fome Difhiculty and
Trouble, and therefore they would willingly
defer the beginning fuch a feemingly ungrate-
tul Work as long as they can. 'The wanton
Prodigal, that is fpending his Subitance n rio-
tous Living, cries, A little more Pleafure, a

little
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jittle more Senfuality, and then I'll be fober it
Earneft, The covetous Worldling, that em-
ploys all his Care and Pains in beaping-up
Riches, the’ be cannot tell who fhall gather them,
does not flatter himfelf that this will do al-
ways; but hopes with the rich Fool in the
Gofpel, to lay up Goods for a few more Years
on Earth, and then he’ll begin to lay up Trea-
fures in Heaven. And, in fhort, thus it is
that moft People are convinced of the Necef-
fity of being religious fome Time or another;
but then, like Felix, they put off the alting
{uitably to. their Convictions, till (what they
imagine) a more convenient Seafon : ' Whereas,
would we be {o humble as to be guided by the
Experience and Counfel of the wifeft of Men,
we thould learn that Youth is the fitteft Seafon
for Religion ; Remember now thy Creator, fays
Solomon, i# the Days of thy Youth. By which
Word Remember, we are not to underftand a
bare {peculative Remembrance, or calling to
Mind, (for that, like a dead Faith, will pro-
fit us nothing) but {fuch a Remembrance as
will conftrain us to Obedience, and oblige us
out of Grauwude to perform all that the Lord
our God fhall require of us. For as forgetting
God, in Scripture Language, implies a total
Negledt of our Duty, in like Manner remem-
bring him fignifiesa perfelt Performance of it
50 that, when Solemon {ays, Remember thy
Cieator i the Days of thy Youth, it is the {ame
as if he had {2id, Keep God’s Commandments ;
or in other Words, Bereligious in the Days of
thy Youth, thereby implying that Youth is the
moft proper Seafon for it,

I fhall
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I thall in the following Difcourfe, firf, en-
deavour to make good the Wile Mans

- Propofition implied in the Words of the
Text, and to fhew that Youth 1s the fit-
teft Seafon for Religion. | |

Secondly, By way of Motive, I fhall con-
fider the many unfpeakable Advantages
that will arife from remembring our Crea-
tor in the Days of our Youth,

Thirdly and Laftly, 1 fhall conclude with a
Word or two of Exhortation to the
younger Part of this Audience,

And Firf# then, I am to make good the
Wife Man’s Propofition implied 1n the Words
of the Text, and to fhew that Youth 1s the fit-
teft Seafon for Religion : Remember now thy
Creator in the Days of thy Youth.-~--But in or-
der to proceed more clearly in this Argument, -
it may not be improper, firlt, to-explain what
I mean by the Word Religion. By this Term,
then, I would not be underftood to mean a
bare outward Profeffion or Namuing the Name
of Chrift; for we are told, that many that have
even prophefied in his Name, and in his Name
calt out Devils, fhall notwithftanding be re-
jeCed by him at the laft Day : Nor would 1
underftand by it barely being admitted into
Chrift’s Church by Baptifm; for then Simon
Magus, Arius, and the Herefiarchs of old
might pafs for religious Perfons, for thefe

No. 1I. D were
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were baptized ;3 nor yet the receiving the other
Seal of the Covenant, for then ¥udas himfelf
might be canonized for a Saint ; nor indeed
do I.mean any or all of thefe together, confi-
dered by themfelvess but a thorough, real,
inward Change of Nature, wrought in us by
the powerful Operations of the Holy Ghoft,
conveyed to and nourithed 1n our Hearts, by a
conftant Ule of all the Means of Grace, evi-
denced by a good Life, and bringing forth the
Fruits of the Spirit.

The attamning this real, inward Religion,
isa Work of {o great Difficulty, that Nico-
demus, a learned Doltor and Teacher in Ifrac,
thought i1t altogether impoflible, and there-
fore ignorantly cfked our Bleffed Lord, How
this Thing could be? And #ruly to reftify a
difordered Nature, to mortify our corrupt Paf-
fions, to turn Darknefs to Light, to put off
the old Man, and put on the new, and thereby
to have the Image of God reinftamped upon the
Soul, or 1none Word, to be born again, how-
ever light fome may make of it, muft after all
our Endeavours be owned by Man impofiible,
*Tis true indeed, Chrift’s Yoke 1s faid to be
an eafy or a gracious Yoke, and his Burthen
light'; but then 1t is to thofe only who have
been accuftomed to bear and draw in it. For, as
the wife Son of Sirach obferves, At firft Wifdon
walketh with ber Children in crooked Ways, and
prings them into Feary and tovments them with
ber Difcipline, and does not turn to comfort ond
rejoice them, till fhe has tried them and proved
toeir Jrdzment. ----- No ; we muft not flatter

our
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“ur felves, that our depraved Natures can be
renewed, unlefs we fubmit to a great many
Difficalties. The {piritual Birth 1s attended
with its Pangs, as well as the natural : For
they that have experienced it, (and they only
are the proper Judges) can acquaint you, that
frequent Acts of Self-denial muft be exercifed,
a conftant regular Difcipline kept up, left,
dafter all, when we come to the Birth, we
fhould want Strength to bring forth.

But if thefe Things are fo 5 if there are Dif-
ficulties and Pangs attending our being born
again, and Difcipline muft be called in, what
Seafon more proper than that of Youth; when,
if ever, our Bodies are robuft and vigorous,
and our Minds aftive and courageous ; and
confequently we are then beft qualified to
endure Hardnefs as good Soldiers of Jefus
Chrift ?

We find in fecular Matters People com-
monly obferve this Method, and {end their
Children abroad among the Toils and Fa-
ticues of Bufinefs in their younger Years, as
well knowing they are then fitteft to undergo
them, And why do they not alt with the
fame Confiftency in the grand Affair of Reli-
gion ! Becaufe, as our Saviour has told us, zhe
Children of this World are wiler in their Gene-
ration, than the Children of Light,

But, Secondly, if pure Religion and unde-
filed, confifts in the total Renewal of our
corrupted Natures, then *tis not only a Work
of Difficalty, but of Time : For, as the old
was not, f{o neither is the new Creation com-

D 2 pleated
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pleated in a Day. No, good Men know by

certain Experience, that it is a long while ere
old Things can pafs away, and all Things be-
come new in them. The ftrong Man armed
has gotten too great Poffeflion of their Hearts
to be quickly driven out, and they are obliged
to combat many a weary Hour, ere their
Corruptions, which 1s the Armour in which
the ftrong Man trufted, be wholly taken from
him. Nay, they find their whole Lives fhort
enough to perfe¢t the Work of Regeneration,
which they were fent into the World to do,
and never expett to fay 'tis finifhed, till with
their Blefled Mafter they bow down their
Heads, and give up the Ghoft.

~ And if this be the Cafe, 1f the Renovation
of our Nature be not only difficult, but re-
quires fo long a Space to complete it in; then
it highly concerns every one to {et about it
betimes, and to work their Work while it is
Day, before the Night cometh, when no Man cen
WK,

Could we, indeed, live to the Age of
Methufelah, and - had but little Bufinefs to
employ ourfelves in, we might then be more
excufable, if we made no other Ufe of this
World, than, what too many do, take our
Paftime therein 3 but fince our Lives are fo
very fhort, and the working out our Salvation
~requires {o much Time, we have no Room
left for Trifling, left we fhould be {natched
away while our Lamps are untrimmed, and
we are entirely unprepared to meet the Bride-

2Toon,
Did
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Did we know a Friend or Neighbour, who
had a long Journey of the utmoft Importance
to make, and yet fhould ftand 4/l the Day
idle, neglecting to et out till the Sun was a-
bout to go down, we could not but pity and
condemn his egregious Folly; and yet it is to
be feared moft Men are juft fuch Fools; they
have a long Journey to take, nay, a Journey
to Eternity, a Journey of infinite Importance,
and which they are obliged to difpatch before
the Sun of their natural Life be gone down;
and yet they loiter away their Time allotted
them to perform their Journey in, till Sicknefs
or Death furprizes them ; and then they cry
out, What fhall we do to inberit eternal Life?
But, alas! is this a proper Seafon to afk fuch a
Queftion ? Is this a Time to begin their Jour-
ney, when they fhould be at the End of it;
or to inquire what they muft do, when perhaps
they have hardly any Strength or Ability left
- to do any thing to Purpofe, and when they
fhould be waiting with humble Patience, in
Hopes of fpeedily receiving their Wages for
Work already done? O foolifo People and un-
wife! If ye offer the Blind for Sacrifice, is it
not evil? and if ye offer the Lame and Sick,
15 1t not evil? Offer it now unto thy Governor,
will be be pleafed with thee, or accept thy Perfon 2
Jaith the Lord of Hofts. But leaving fuch to
the Mercies of God, I pafs on to.

The Second general Thing propofed, wviz.
To fhew the Advantages that will arife from
remembering our Creator in the Days of our

Youth 3 which may ferve as fo many Motives to
| excite
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excite and quicken all Perfons immiediately to
{et about 1, |

And the fi7f Benefit refulting from thence
is, that 1t will bring moft Honour and Glory
to God. This, I {uppofe, every ferious Per-
fon will grant, ought to be the Point 1n which
all our Aétions fhould centie s for to this End
were we born 3 to this End were we redeemed
by the precious Blood of Jefus Chrift, that
we fhould promote God’s eternal Glory,
And as the Glory of God is moft advanced
by paying Obedience to his Precepts, they
that begin fooneft to walk i his Ways,
at moft to his Glory: For the common
Objection agamnft the Divine Laws 1 ge-
neral, and the Dolrines of the Gofpel
in partlcular, is, that they are not practi-
cable, that they are contrary to Fleth and

lood, and that all thofe Precepts con-
cerning  Self-Denial, Renunciation of and
Deadnefs to the World are but fo many arbi-
trary Reftraints 1mp0fed upon humar. Nature.
But when we fee mere Striplings not only
practifing, but delighting in fuch religious
Duties, and in the Days of their Youth, when,
if ever, they have a Relifh for fenfual Plea-
fures, fubduing and defpifing the Lu# of zhe
Flefb, the Laft of the Eye, aud the Pride of
Life----  This, this 1s acceptable with God ;
this vindicates his injured Honour 4 this fhews
that his Service is perfect Freedom, #hat his
ke is eafy, and bis Burden light,

But,
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But, Secondly, as an early Plety redounds
moft to the Honour of God, fo it will bring
moft Honour to ourfelves: For thofe that
horour God, God will honour, We find it
therefore remarked to the Praife of Qladiab,
that he ferved the Lord from his Youth: Of
Samuel, that he ftood, when young, before
God in a linnen Ephod: Of Timothy, that
from a Child he had known the Holy Scrip.
tures: Of St. Fobn, that he was the youngeft
and moft beloved Difciple ; ‘and of our Blefled
Lord himfelf, that at Twelve Years old he
went up to the Temple, and {at among the
Doétars, both hearing and afking them Que-
ftions.

Nor, Thirdly, will an early Piety afford us
lefs Comfort than Honour, not only "becaufe
it renders Religion habitual to us, but alfo
becaufe it gives us a well-grounded Aflurance
of the Sincerity of our Profeflions. Was
there no other Argument againft a Death-
bed Repentance but the Unfatisfattorinefs
and Anxiety of fuch a State, that would be
{fufficient to deter all thinking Perfons from
deferring the moft important Bufinefs of their
Life to {fuch a dreadful Period of it. For fup-
pofing a Man be fincere in his Profeffions of
Repentance on a Death-bed, (which is very
much to be doubted) yet he can take no great
Comfort in them, becaufe he 1is uncertain
whether his Convictions and Remorfe proceed
from a true Sorrow for Sin, or a {ervile Fear
of Punifhment,-----But a young Saint need
fear no fuch Perplexity; he knows that he

loves



12 The Benefits of

 loves Gad for his own Sake, and is not drivén
to him by a Dread of impending Evil : He
does not decline the Grattfications of Senfe,
becaufe he can no longer bear the Voice of
Singing-Men and Singing-Women 3 but willing.
1y takes up his Crofs, and follows his Blefféd
Slafter 1n his Youth 3 and therefore muft have
oreat Conildence of his Sincerity towards God,
Buat farther, as an early Plety affures the Heart
of its Sincerity, fo likewife it brings its pre-
fent Reward with 1t, as it renders Religion,
and all its Daties, habitualand eafy, A yerng
Saint, was you to afk him, would joyfully ¢ i}
you the unfpeakable Comfort of beginning to
be good betimes : As for his Part, he knows
not what Men mean by talking of Mortifica-
tion, Self-Denial, and Retirement, as hard
and rigorous Daties 5 for he has {o accuftomed
himfelf to them, that they are now become
even natural, and he takes 1nfinitely more
Pleafure in practifing the {evereft Precepts of
the Gofpel, than a luxurious Dives in a Bed of
State, or an ambitious Haman at a Royal
Bancyet, And, oh! how happy muft that
Youth be, whofe Duty is become a fecond
Nature, and to whom thofe Things, which
feem terrible to Others, are grown both eafy

and delightful, |
But the greatelt Advantage of an early
Prety 15 {ull behind, wiz. That 1t lays 1n the
beft Provifion of Comfort and Support againit
iuch Times as we fhall ftand moft in need
thereof,- v/z. all Times of our Tribulation,
and in pavticular againft the Time of old Age,
the

J
J
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the Hour of D“ath and the Day of Judf‘r-

ment.

This 1s the Argument the Wife Man makes
Ufe of in the Words immediately following
the Text : Remember nowo, {ays he, thy C'reatci'
in the Days of thy Youth, while the Evil Days
come not, mor the Years draw nigh, whercin
thott jlmrlz Jays 1 bave no Pleafure in thein.
~ Obferve,. the Time of old Age is an evil
Time, Years wherein there is no Pleafure;
and afk thofe that are grown old, and they
will inform you {o, Cmdla.ls furely then muit
be exceeding proper to fupport Glir dzoopmer
Spirits : And oh! What Cordial ccmpamble
{0 the gmteful Review of a well-fpent Lite ?
When the Eyes, like ffaac’s, are grown dim
with Age ; when tbe Ke.epeu of the Ho 1fey 1. e,
the Hfmd.:,, fhall tremble 5 as the Wife Man
goes on to defcribe the Infirmities of old Age ;
when the firong Men bow themfelves, 1. e, when
the Legs grow feeble; and the Grindets, i. e.
the Teeth fhall ceafe to do their preper Of-
fice, becaufe they are few ; for a Perfon then
to hear the Precepts of the Gofpel read over
to him, and to be able to lay his Hand on his
Heart, and to fay fincerely, Al thefe have I
kept from my Youth : This muft fll him with
fuch unfpeakable Comfort, that I want Words
to cxprefs, and Thoughts to conceive ir.
Buar, {uppofing it was poffible for us to efcaps
the Inconveniences of old Age, yer {till Death
s a Debt we all muft pay; and, what is
worre, It UCHF’I’JHY comes attended with fuch
dreadful Circumflances, thatic will makeeven a -

E Feliy
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Felix tremble. But as for the Godly, that
have ferved the Lord from their Youth, it is
not fo with them; no, they look upon Death
not as a King of Terrors; but as a welcone
Meffenger, that 15 come to conduct them to
their wif’d-for Home. All the Days of their
appeinted Time have they waited, and- 1t has
ecn the Bufinels of their whole Lives to pre-
pare themfelves for the coming of their great
Thange 3 and therefore they rejoyce to hear,
that they are called to meet the heavenly
Bridegroom. Thus dies the early (I mean
the early, if perfevering) pious ; whole Path
bas been as the fhining Lighty that fbineth more
and more unto the perfelt Day. But follow him
beyond the Grave; and {ee with what an holy
Triumph he enters into his Mafter’s Joy ;
with-what an humble Boldnefs he ftands at the
dreadful Tribunal of Jefus Chrift; and can
vou then forbear to cry out, Let me die the
Death of the Righteous, and let my iatter Enc,
and future State, be like bis ¢
Need I then, after having fhewn {o many
Advantages to arife from an early Piety, ufe
-any more Arguments to perfuade the youn-
ger Part of this Audience, to whom in the
Third and laft Place I addrefs my felf, to #¢-
member their Crector in the Days of their Youth?
What! will not a Defire of bringing Glory
to God, Honour and Comfort to themielves ;
will not the Pleafure of an-habitpal Piety, and
the comforrable Affurance of being fincere ;
above all, will not the Hopes of an honour-
able old Age, a peaccful Death, and a glo-

rjous
1
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vious Appearance at the tremendous Day of
Judgment ; will not thele, I1ay, prevail with
them to leave their Hufks, and return home
to eat of the fatted Calf? What, will they
thus requite their Saviour’s Love ¢ That be far
from them ! Did he come down and thed his
precious Blood to deliver them from the Power
of Sin; and will they fpend their youthful
Strength and Vigour in the Service of it, and
then think to ferve Chrift, when they can fol-
low their Lufts no longer? Is 1t fit, that ma-
ny who are endowed with excellent Gifts, and
are thereby qualified to be Supports and Orna-
ments of our finking Church, fhould notwith-
ftanding’ forget the God that gave them;, and
employ them in Things that will not profit ?
O why will they not arife, and, like fo many
Phineas’s, be zealous for the Lord of Hofts ?
Doubtlefs, when Death overtakes them, they
will with they had : and what hinders them,
but that they may live as well now, as they
will with they had when they leave the World ?
Think you, that any one yet ever repented
that he began to be good too foon ? But how
many, on the contrary, have repented that
they began to be good too late? May we not
well 1magine, that young Samue!/ now rejoices
that he waited fo foon at the Tabernacle of
the Lord ! Or young Timethy, that from a
Lhild he knew the Holy Scriptures ? And
if you with to be Partakers of their Joy, let me
perfuade you to be Partakers of their Piety.

I could {till go on to fill my Mouth with

Arguments ; but the Circumitances and Piety
| ~ Eo2 of
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of thofe amonglt whom I am now preaching
the Kingdom of God, remind me to change my
Style ; and inftead of urging any more Dif-
{aafives from. Sin, to fill up what 1s behind of
this lecoune, with Encouraﬂements to perfe-
vere in Holinefs.

Blefled, for ever blefled be God and the Fa-
ther of our Lord Fefus Chrift ' I am not {peak-
mg to Perions inflamed with ‘youthful Lufts,
but to a Mulutude of young Profeffors,
who by frequently affembling together, and
forming themfelves into religious Societies,
are in a ready Way to be of the Number of
thofe young Men who have overcome the wicked
OfZE’

- Believe me, it gladdens my wvery Soul, to
fce fo many of your Faces fet heavenwards ;
and the vifible happy Efiects of your uniting
together, cannot but rejoice the Hearts of all
fincere Chriftians, and oblige them to «wif
you good Luck 11 the Name of the Lord. The
many Souls that are nourifhed weekly by the
{pirittal Body and Blood of Jefus Chrift by
your Means, the weekly and monthly Lec-
tures that are preached by your Contributions ;
the daily Incenfe of Thankfgiving and Prayer
which is publickly fent up to the Throne of
Grace by your Subfcriptions; the many Chil-
dren which are tramed up iz the Nurture and
Admonition of the Lord by your Charities;
and laftly, the commendable and pious Zeal
you exert In promoting and encouraging di-
vine Plalmody, are fuch plain and apparent
P“oaﬁa of the Bﬂneﬁt of your religious  So-
| cietiess

o
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cieties, that they call for a publick Acknowledg-
ment of Praife and Thank{giving to our Bleffed
Mafter, who has not only ‘put into your
Hearts fuch good Defigns, but enabled you al-
o to bring the fame to good Effet.

It 1s true, 1t has been objected, That yaung
Mens forming themfeives into Religions Societies,
bas a Dendency to make them [piritually proud,
and think more highly of themfelves than they
ought to think. And perhaps the imprudent
imperious Behaviour of fome Novices in Reli-
‘gion, who, though they went out froi you, were
not of you, may have given too much Occaﬁon |
for fuch an Afperfion.

But you, Brethreny bave not fo learned Chrift.
Far, far be it from you, to look upon your
felves as righteous, and defpife others, becaufe
you often aflemble your felves together. No,
this, inftead of creating Pride, ought to beget
an holy Fear in your Hearts, left your Practice
fhould not correfpond with your Profeffion,
and that, after you have benefited and edified
others, ‘you yourfelves thould become Caft-
aways.

Worldly-mindednefs, my Brethren, is an- |
other Rock againft which we are in danger of
fplitting.  For, if other Sins have {lain their
Thoufands of profefling Chriftians, this has
{lain its Ten thoufands. I need not appeal to
palt Ages; your own Experience, no doubt,
has furnifhed you with many unhappy Inftances
of young Men, who, after (as one would have
imagined) they had efcaped the Pollutions
wlazcla are i the World thro’ Lufs, and bed z‘fﬁebd

I0e
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the good Word of Life, and endured for a Seq-
{oir, whilft under the Tuition and Infpeion of
others; vet when they have come to be their
own M’lf’tels, through a want of Faith, and
through too great an Farneftnefs in labourmg
for the Meat which perifbeth, have caft off their
firft Love, been again entangled with the World,
and re.fz{rfzed like the Dog to bis Vemit, and like
the Sow that was wafbed, to ber wallawiﬂg i
the Mire. You would therefore do well,
Brethren, frequently to remind each other of
this dangerous Snare, and to exhort one ano-
ther to begin, purfue and end your chriftian
Warfare, in a thorough Renunciation of the
Worid, and worldly Tempers; fo that, when
you are oblig’d by Providence to provide for
your felves, and thofe of your refpective Hou- -
{holds, you may continue to walk by Faith, and
fill feck fift the Kingdom of God, and his Righ-
teoufnefs 5 not doubting but all other Tbings,
upon your honeflt Induftfy and Endeavours,
fhall be added unto you.

And now what fhall I [ay smore? To fpeak
unto you, Fathers, who have been in Chrift
{o many Years before me, and know the Ma-
lignity of Worldly- mmdednefs, and Pride in
the Spiritual Life, would be altogether needlefs.
To you therefore, O young Mtl‘l (for whom I
am diftreffed, for whom [ tear as well as for my
iclt ) do T oncemoreaddrels myfelt, in the Words
of the beloved Difciple, Look to yourfelves;
that we [ofe not thofe Things which we baove
wredght, lut veceive a full Reward,  Be ewver
gindtily thogy of the [Fords that bhave beaw
' Joekii
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Jooken to s by the Albq/z‘le: of the Lord and Sa-

viowr. Give -Diligence to make your Calling
ond Eleition fure. Beware, lf ye alfo being led
cway by the Evrer of the Wicked, fall from your
own Stedfaftuefs. Let him that thinketh be
fandeth, take heed leff be fall. Be net high-
minded, but fear. But we are perfuaded betier
 Things of you, and Tbings that accompany Sal-
vatton, though we thus [peak. For God is not
unrighteous, to forget your Works and Labours of
Love. And we defire that every one of you do
fhew the fame Diligence, to the full Ajfurance of
Hope unto the End : That ye be not flothful,
but Followers of them whe through Faith and
Patience inberit the Promifes. *Tis true, we
have many Difficulties to encounter, many
powerful Enemies to overcome, ere¢ we can
get Pofleflion of the promis’d and. We have
an artful Devil, an enfparing World, and, a-
bove all, the Treachery of our own Hearts, to
withftand and frive againft, For flrait is
the Gate, and narrow is the Way, that leadeth
unto eternal Life. But wherefore fhould we
fear ? fince he that is with.us 1s far more pow-
erful, than all who are againit vs. Have we
not already experienced hisalmighty Power, in
enabling us to conquer fome Difhiculties which
{ecemed as in{furmountable then, as thofe we
frruggle with now ? And cannot he who deli-
vered us out of the Paws of thofe Bears and
Lions, preferve us alfo from being hurt by the

ﬁ_rongeft Golialys ¢

Ds
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Be fedfaft therefore, my Brethren, be im-
moveable, Confider the infinite future Rewards
as well as prefent Comforts that attend an Early
Picty. Bz not afbamed of the Gofpel of Chrift
For it is the Power of God unto Salvation,  Fear
not Man ; fear not the Contempt and Revilings
which you muft meet with 'in the Way of
Duty : For one of you fball chafe a iboufand ;
and two of you put Ten thoufand of your Ene-
mies Zo Flight, And if you will be content to
be abas’d for a fhort Time here, I [peak the
Truth in Chrift, I lye nots then fhall ye be ex-
alted to fit down with the Son of Man, when
he fhall come in the Glory of his Father with
his holy Angels to Judgment hereafter, May
Almighty God give every one of us {uch a
Meafure of his Grace, that we may not be of
the Number of thofe that draw back unto Per-
tition, but of them that believe and endure
tnto the End, to the Saving of our Souls,

Which God, e,
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ACTS xxvi 28.

Almoft thon perfeeadelt me to be o
Chriftian.

| ingenuous Confeflion of King
| derippa 5 which having fome
reference to what went before,
it may not be improper to re-
late to you the Subftance of the
preceding Verfes, to which thele Words are fo
clofely connected.

The Chapter then, out of which the Text
i taken, contains an admirable Account the
great St. Paul gave of his wonderful Conver-
fion from Fudaifm to Chriffzanity; when he
was called to make his Defence before Feftus,
and another Gentile Governor, Our Blefled
Lord had long fince foretold, that, #hen the
Son of Man fhonld be Zz'ﬁ‘ed wp, bis Difciples
thould be brought before Kings, for his Name’s
fake, for a Teftimony wito them. And very
good was the Defign of infinite Wifdom in
thus brdaining it: For Chriftianity being from
the very Beginning a Dotrine of the Crofs,
the Princes and Rulers of the Earth thought
themfelves too high to be inftructed by fuch
mean Teachers, or too happy to be dilturbed
by fuch unwelcome Truths ; and thercfore
would have always continued Strangers to

b2 Fefus
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Tefus Chrifty and bim Crucified, had not the
Apoftles, by being arraigned as Criminals be-
fore them, gained Opportunities of Preaching
to them Fefus, and the Refurreition.  St. Payul
knew full well that this was the main Reafon,
why his Blefled Mafter permitted his Enemies
at this time to arraign him at a publick Bur
" And therefore, in compliance with the Divine
Will, thinks it not {ufficient barely to make
his Defence, but endeavours at the fame time
to convert his Judges, And this he did with
fuch Demonftration of the Spirit, and . of
Power, that Feffus, unwilling to be convinced
by the firongeft Evidence, cries out with a
loud Voice, Paul, much Learning dotb make
thee mad. To which the brave Apoftle (like
a true Follower of the Holy Jefus) meekly
veplies, I am not mad, moft noble Feftus, bus
(peak forth the Words of Truth and Sobernefs.
But in all Probability fecing King Agrippa
more affeted with his Difcourfe, and obferving
in him an Inclination to know the Truth, he
applies himfelf more particularly to Him:
The King, fays he, knoweth of thefe Things,
before whom alfo I [peak freely 5 for I am per-
fuaded that none of thefe Things are hidden frow
bim. ~ And then, that if poflible he might
compleat his withed for Converfion, he, with
an inimitable Strain of Oratory, addreffes him-
{elf ftill more clofely,——King Aprippa, Be-
licveft thou the Prophets 2 I know that thou be-
licvest them. At which the Paffions of the
King began to work {o ftrongly, that he was

obliged in open Court, to own himfelf affefted
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by the Prifoner’s preaching, and ingenuoufly
to cry out, Pauly almeft thou perfuadeft me to
be a Chriftian,

Which Words, taken with the Contexe,
afford us a lively Reprelentation of the dif-
ferent Reception the Doctrine of Chrift’s Mi-
nifters, who come in the Power and Spirit of
St. Paul, meets with now-a-days in the Minds
of Men. For notwithftanding They, like this
great Apottle, fpeak forth the Words of Truth
and Sobernefs 5 and with fuch Energy and
Power, that all their Adverfaries cannot gainfay
or refift: yet too many, with the moft Noble -
Feftns before mentioned, being like him, either
too proud to be taught, or too fenfual, too
carelefs, or too worldly-minded to live up to
their Do&rine,---in order to excufe themfelves
cry out, that muco Learning, much Study, or,
what 15 more unaccountable much Piety, bath
made them Mad. And though, blefled be
God! all do not thus difbelieve our Report ;
yet amongft thofe many others, who gladly
receive the Word, and confefs that we fpeak
the Words of Truth and Sobernefs, there are
fo few, who arrive at any higher Degree of
Piety than that of Ayrippa, or are any farther
perfuaded than to be Almoft Chriftigns,----that
I cannot but think it highly neceflary to warn
my dear Hearers of the Danger of fuch a
State. And therefore from the Words of
the Text fhall endeavour to confider thefe three
Things :

Firft, What 1s meant by an Almgft Chriftian.
Secondly,
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Secondly; What are the chief Reafons why
{o few arrive no higher than to be Almoft Chri-
fians.

Thirdly, 1 {hall confider the IneffeCtualnefs,
Danger, Abfurdity, and Uneafinels that at-
tends thofe that are but Almoft Chriftians.

Fourtbly, 1 fhall conclude with a general
Exhortation, to fet all upon ftriving not only
to be Almoft but Altogether Chriftians.

~And Firff, I am to confider what 1s meant
by an Almoft Ghrifiian. :
An Almoft Chriffian then, if we confider
him in refpect to his Duty to God, 1s one that
halts between two Opinions, that wavers be-
tween Chrift and the World ; that would re-
concile God and Mawmmon, that 1s, Light and
Darknefs, Chriff and Belial, - It 1s true, he
has an Inclination to Religion, but then he is
-very cautious, how he goes too far in it: His
falfe Heart is always crying out Spare thyfelf,
Do thyfelf no Harm. He prays indeed, that
God's Will may be done on Earth, as it is in
Heawen ¢ but then, notwithftanding he 1s very
partial in his Obedience, and fondly hopes that
- God will not be extreme to mark every Thing
that be wilfully does amifs 3 though an infpired
Apoftle has told hum, that he that wilfully of-
fends in one Point is guilty of all. Above all
he is one that depends much on outward Or-
dinances, and upon that account looks upon
himfelt as Righteous, and defpifes Others, tho’
at the fame time he may be as great a Stranger
to the Divine Life as any other Perfon whatlo-
‘ever.
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ver, In fhort, he is fond of the Form, but
never experiences the Power “of Godlinefs, in
his Heart : He goes on Year after Year, feed-
ing and attending on the Means of Grace;
but then, like Pharoah’s Lean Kine, 15 never
the better, but rather the worle for them.

If you confider him in refpect to his Neigha
bour, he 1sone that is ftrictly juft to ally but
then this does not proceed from any Love to
God, or Regard to Man, but only out of a
Principle of Self-Love; becaufe he knows
Difhonefty will {poil his Reputation, and cone
fequently hinder his Thriving in the World.

He is one that depends much on being Ne- |
aatively Good, and contents himfelf with the
Confcioulnefs of having done no one any
Harm 3 though he reads in the Gofpel, that
the Unprofitable -Scrvant was cafy  into outer
Darkuefs, and the Barren Fig-tree curfed and
dried up from the Roots, not for bearing ad,
but w0 Fruit,

He is no Enemy to charitable Contributions,
if not too frequently recommended : But then
ne is quite unacquainted with the kind Offices
of Vifiting the Sick and Imprifoned, Cloathing
the Naked, and relieving the Hungry, He thinks
that thefe Things belong only to the Clergy,
though his own falfe IHeart tells him, that
nothing but Pride keeps him from exercifing
thefe Aéts” of Humility, and that Fefus Chrift,
in the 2 5th Chapter of St. Matthew, condemns
Perfons to everlafting Punifhment, not for be-
g Fornicators, Drunkards, or Extortioners, but
merely for neglecting thele charitable Offices.

When




B The Alwoft Chriftian.

When the Son of Man, fays our Bleffed Lord
himf{elf, fball come in bis Glory, He fball [et the
Sheep on bis Right Hand, and the Goats on bis
Left.  And then fball be oy unto them on kis
Left Hand, Depart from ye, ye curfed, into ever-
lafting fire, prepared for the Devil and his Au-
gels : For I was an bungred, and ye gave me ng
Meat s I was thirfty, and ye gave me no Drink
I was a Stranger, and ye took me not in3 Na-
ked, and ye cloathed me noty Sick and in Prifon,
and ye vifited me not. Then fhall they alfo [ay,
Lord, when faw we thee an bungred, or athizft,
or a Stranger, or naked, or fick, cr in Prifon,
and did not minifter unto thee 2 Then (hall he
anfwer them, Verily L fay unto you, Inafipuch as
ye bave not done it unto one of the leaft of thef
my Brethren, ye did it not unto me : And thefe
fhall go away into everlafting Punifbment.
thought proper to give you this whole Paffage
of Scripture at large, becaufe our Saviour lays
fuch a particular Strefs upon it and yet not-
withftanding 1t 1s fo little regarded, that,
were we to judge by the Practice of Chriftians,
one thould be tempted to think there were no
fuch Verles 1n the ijle.
- But to proceed in our Chara&er of an A
pmoft Chriftian: 1t we confider him in refpedt
to himfelf ; as before we faid he was ftrictly
honelt to his Neighbour, fo he is IlkﬁWer
ftrictly fober in himfelf : But then both hi
Honefly and Sobriety proceed from the fame
Principle of a falfe Self-Love. It is true, He
yuns nof into the fame Excefs of Riot with other
Men 3 but then 1t is not out of Obedience to
the
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ilie Laws of. God, but either becaufe his Con-.
+irution will not away with Intemperance; or
rather becaufe he is cautious of forfeiting his
Reputation, or unﬁttmt‘r himfelf for temporal
Bufinefs. But though e is fo prudent as to
avoid Inteniperance and HFxcels, for the Rea-
 fons before mentioned ; yet he always goes to
the Extremity of whth is lawhul, It is true,

' he 1s no Drunkard 5 but then he has no Chn-.

fHan Seli-denial to pleqd for him. He cannot
' think our Saviour to te {o auftere a Mafter, 4s -
- to deny us to indulge ourfelves’ in fome Pfxrtl-

I culars: And fo by this Means he is kept out of

2 Senfe of true Religion, as much as if he lived
m Debauchery, of any other Crime whatever,
As to fettling his Principles as well as Practice,

‘he is guided more by the World than by the

Word of God. As for his part, he cannot
think the Way to Heaven {o narrow as fome
would make 1t: and therefore confiders not {o
much what Scripture requires, as what fuch and
{uch a good Man does, or what will beft {uit his
own corrupt Inclination. Upon this account,
he is not only very cautious himfelf, but like-
wife very careful of young Converts, whofe
Faces are fet Heavenward 3 and therefore is al-
ways acting the Devil’s Part, and bidding them
[pare z‘bemﬁ’lws, though they are domg no
more than what the Scrlpture ftrictly. requires
of them to do: The Confequence of which is,
that he fuffers not himfelt to enter into the
Kingdom of God, and ﬂaey that are entering in
be hinders.

No. III. G Thus
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Thus lives the Almost Chriftian:- Not thyt
I can fay, I have fully defcribed him to you;
but from thefe Out-Lines and Sketches of his
Character, if your Coniciences have done their
proper Offices, and made a particular Appli
cation of what has been faid to your own
Hearts, I cannot but fear that fome of you
may obferve fome Features in his Picture, odr-
ous as it is, too near refembling your own;
and therefore cannot but hope, at the fame
Time, that you join with the Apoftle 1n the
Words immediately following the Text, and
with yourlelves not only Alinost, but Aliogeiter
Chriftians,

Bu: it is time for me to proceed to the Je-
cond General Thing provoled 3 namely, to con

fider the Reafons why fo many are no more
than Almost Chriftians.

And the firft Reafon I fhall mention 1s, be-
caufe fo many fet out with falfe Notions of Re-
ligion ;3 and though they live in a Chriftian
Country, yet know not what Chriftianity .
‘This perhaps may be efteemed a hard Saying,
but Experience fadly evinces the Truth of it:
For {fome place Religion in being of this or
that Communion ;3 more in Morality ; moft
mn a round of Duties and a Model of Per-
formances: and few, very few acknowledge
1t to be, what it really is, a thorough, inward
Change of Nature, a Divine Life, a Vita]
Participation of Fefus Christ, an Union of the
Soul with God ; which the Apoftle exprefies,
by faying, He that is joined to the Lord, is
Oue Spirit,  Hence it bappens, that {o many,

cvei
2
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4 even of the moft knowing Profeffors, when
you come to converfe with them concerning
¢ the Effence, the Life, the Soul of Religion, I
% mean our New Birth in Fefus Christ, confefs
3 themfelves quite ignorant of the Matter, and
}ery out with  Nicodemus, How can this Thing
* Je! And no wonder then, that {fo many are
tonly Almost Chrifiians, when {o many know
- not what Ghristianity 1s: No marvel fo many
take up with the Form, when they are quite
 Strangers to the Power of Godlinefsy or con-
; tent themfelves with the Shadow, when they
s know fo little about the Subftance of it, And
 this 1s one Caufe why {o many are Almosz, why
-fo tew are Altogether Chriftians.
!+ A fecond Reafon that may be afligned why
fo many are no more than Aimost Chriftians, is
%a fervile Fear of Man : Multtudes there are
tand have been, who though awakened to a
-Senfe of the Divine Life, and bave tafted and
felt the Powers of the World to come; yet, out
of a bafe finful Iear of being counted fingu-
lar, or contemned by Men, have {uffered all
thofe good Impreflions to wear off again, It
55 true, they have fome Efteem for Fefus Christ
but then, like Nicodemus, they would come to
him only &y Night: They are willing to ferve
hun 5 but then they would.do it fecretly for
fcar of the Fews: They have a mind to fee
fefus; but then they cannot come to biin becanfe
of the Prefs, for fear of being laughed at, and
ridiculed by thofe with whom they ufed to fit
it Meat.  But well did our Saviour prophefy
of fuch Perfons, How can ye love me which re-
ive Honour one of another 2 Alas! have they
| G2 ACVEY
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never read, that the Friendfbip of this World is
Enmity with God 5 and that our Lord himfelf
has threatned, #¥hofsever foall be afbamed of e
¢r of my lVardf in this wicked and adulterous
Generation, of him fball the Son of Man le
afbained, when he cometh in the Glory of bis
Fﬂtbef, aid of bis holy A;zgels ?. But nowonder
that fo many are no more than inost Chii-
Sians, fince {fo many love the Praife of Mo,
wmore than the Floiour which cometlh of God,
A third Reafon why {o many are no more
than Almost Chiiflians, 1s 2 reiening Love of
Money.,  This was the pltmbh, Cale of that
forwqrd young Man in the Goipel, who came
running to our Blefled Lord, and knecling be-
fore hxm, enquired what be mus? do to e
Ezemﬂf Lffe . to which-our Blefled Mafter re-
plied, Thou kiowest the Commandments, Ds it
kill, Dﬁ iot commit Adultery, Do not Steal: Lo
whlch the voung Man replied (oh that every
young Man here prefent could do fo too!) Al
ivefe bave I kept frein mny Yeuth.  But when our
Lord proceeded to tell him, Yetlackest thou One
Thingy Go [ell all that thoy bast and give to L
Pous, y---h¢ was grigved at that Si)mrr and weil
o) ﬁmm ful, for be bad greas Pefleffions ! Poor
Youth! He had a good Mind to be a Chiifiian,
and to inherit Kternal l:ﬁ,, but thought 1t to
dear, if it could be purchafed at no lefs an Ex-
pence than of hus whole Ettate! And thus many,
both Yourg ana Old, now a-dayscome runnisg
£0 wolfhll) ou Biu"fcd Lord 1 publick, .m.l
kneel before him in private, and enquire at his
Gofpel, YWhat they muft do to inherit Eternal
Life : But when hcy find fh*“y muit renousnc
the
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the Self-Enjoyment of Riches, and forfake Al
in Affeltion o follow bim, They cry, The Lord
pardon us in this Thing | ---I%e pray thee, bave
us excufed-—-

But is Heaven {o {mall a Trifle in fuch Men’s
Efteem, as not to be worth a little gilded
Earth ? Is internal Lafe fo mean a Purchafe,
as not to deferve the temporary Renunciation
of a few tranfitory Riches ? Surely it is. But
however inconfiftent fuch a Behaviour may be,
this inordinate Love of Money is too evidently
the common and fatal Caufe why fo many are
no more than Almnest Chiiftians.

Nor 1s the reigning Love of Pleafure a lefs
uncommon, or a lefs fatal Caufe why {o many
are no more than Ansft Chrifiians. - Thou-
fands and Thoufands there are, who defpife
Riches, and would willingly be true Difciples
of Tefus Christ, would parting with their Mo-
ney make them f{o: Put when they are told
that our Blefled Lord has laid 1t down as an
indifpenfable Condition , that Whefocver wilf
coime after Him wmust deny bimfelf? --- like the
pitlable Young Man beforc mentioned, they
g0 awoy forroweful: For they have too great a
-Love tor {enfual Pleafures: They will, like
Herod, perhaps fend for the Minifters of
Chrift, as he did for Fehr, and hear them
gladly : But touch them in therr Herodias, tell -
them they muit pare with fuch or fucha darling
Bleatures and with wicked Aiad they cry out,
Last thon forind wsy O cur Luciry 8——

Tell them of the Neceffity of Mortifica-
tion, Iafting and Sclf-Denial, and it 1s as
difficult to them to hear, asif you was to bid

| them
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them cut off o Right Hand or pluck out a Right
Eye : They cannot think our Bltffed Lord re-
quires {o much at thewr Hands, though an 1n-
ipired Apoftle has commanded us to mortify
our Members which are upon the Earth: And
he himfelf, even after he had converted Mil-
lions, and was very near arrived to the End
of his Race, yet profefled that it was his daily
Praltice to kecp nnder bis Body, and bring it into
Subjeition, lest after be had preached to Others,
be bimfelf fiould be a Caft-away ! -

But fome Men would be wiler than this
oreat Apoftle, and chalk out to us what they
fallly imagine an eaflter Way to Happinefs,
They would fatter us we may go to Heaven
w1t110ut ofiering Violence to our fenfual Ap-
petites 5 and enzer into the Strait Gate without
Sriving aganit our carnal Inchinations.  And
this is another Reafon why {o many are only
Almost, and not Altogether Chriftians.

The Fifth and Lift Reafon I thall aflign why
{o many arc only Aot Chriftians, 1sa Fickle-
nefs and Inftability of Temper,

It has been, no doubt, the Misfortune that
many a Mimifter and fncere Chriftian has
met with, to weep and wail over Numbers of
promifing Converts, who feemingly began in
the Spirit, but after a while have fell away,
and bafcly ended in the Flefhs and this not
for want of right Notions in Religion, nor out
of a fervile Fear of Man, nor out of a Love of
Money, or {enfual Pleafure, but out of an In-
ftability and Ficklenefs of Temper.

They looked upon Religion merely for No-
velty 5 as {omething which pleafed them for

a while,
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s while, but after their Curiofity was {atisfied,
they have laid it afide again: -Like the Young
Man that came to fee Fefus with a Linnen
Cloth about his naked Body, they have fol-
lowed him for a Scalon, but when Tempta-
tions have come to take hold on them, for
want of a lictle more Refolution, they have
been ftripped of all their good Intentions, and

fled away naked. They at firlt, like o Tree

planted by the Water fide, grew up and flou-
rithed for a whiles ut having no Root in
themfelves, no inward Principle of Holinefs
and Piety, like Fomab’s Gourd, were foon
dried up, cut down, and withered, Their good
Intentions are but too like the violent Mo-
tions of the Animal Spirits of a Body newly
beheaded, which though impetuous, are not
lafting, In thort, they let out well in their
Journey to Heaven, but finding the Way ei-
ther narrower or longer than they expelted,---
through an Unfteadinefs of Temper, They have
made an eternal Halt, and fo returned like the
Dog t0 his Vomit, or like the Sow that was wafbed
to ber wallowing 1 the Mire !

But I tremble to pronounce the Fate of fuch
unftable Profeflors, who baving put their Hands
to the Plow, tor want of a little more Refolu-
tion, fhamefully Jook back, How fhall T repeat
to them that dreadful Threatning, If any
Man diaw back, my Soul fball have no Pleafure
e bim!  And agamn, It is Zmpofible, that is,
exceeding difficult at lealt, for thofe that have
been once enlightened, and bave iafted the good
Gift of God’s Holy Spirit, and the Powers of

the
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the World to come, if They fhould fczZZ away, 1y

be renewed again unto Repentance. But not-
withfianding the Golpel 15 fo fevere againft
" Apoftates, yet many that begun well, through
~a Ficklenefs of Temper, (Oh that none of us
here prefent may ever be fuch) have been by
this means of the Number of thofe that turn back
anto Perdition. And this 1s the Fifth and laft
Reafon 1 fhall give why fo many are only AJ:
mofty and not Altogeiber Chriftians.
~ But you, Brethren, have not fo learned
Chrift. God forbid that a Fear of a little
Contempt, a Love of a little worldly Gain,
or a Fondnefs for a little fenfual Pleafure, or
Want of a fteady Refolution, fhould hinder
you from entering into Eternal Life, or make
you fo fottith as to think you may compound
Matters between God and your Souls,

Proceed we therefore now to the Third
General Thing propofed, namely, To confi-
der the Folly of being no more than an Aot

Cb?‘fﬁf{?ﬁ. .
And the firk Preof I thall give o6f the Fol-
ly of fuch a Proceeding 15, --- that it is inef-

fe€tual to Salvation, It is true, fuch Men are
Almoft Good, but afmeff to hit the Mark is
veally to mifs 1it.  God requires us fo love
bim with all our Hearts, wiih all our Souls,
and with all our Strength: He loves us too
well to admit any Rival; becaufe fo far as
our Hearts are empty of God, {o far muft
they be unhappy. ‘The Devil indeed, hike the
falfe Mother that came before Solpsmgn, would

have our Hearts divided, as fhe would have
. had
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had the Child; but God, like the true Mo-

ther, will have all or none. My Son, give me

thy Heart, thy whole Heart, 15 the general

Call to all: And if we do not perform this

Condition, we never can expect the Divine
% Mercy. .

.~ Perlons may indeed flatter themfelves, that
-2 partial Obedience will ferve their Turn s
“but God, at the great Day, will fitike them
“dead, as he did Awanias and Sapphira, by the
Mouth of his Servant Peter, for pretending
to offer him all their Hearts, when they keep
beck from him the greateft Pars, They may
perhaps impofe upon their Fellow Creatures
for a while, but he that enabled Abijab to
cry out, Come in, thou Wife of Feroboam,
when fhe came difguifed to enquire about her
fick Son, will alfo difcover them through
their moft arcful Diflimulations, and if #heir
Hearts are not whole with bim, appoint
them their Portion with Hypocrites and Unbe-
lievers.

But, Secondly, What renders an half-way
Piety more inexcufable 15, that it 1s not only
infufficient to our own Salvation, but alfo
moft prejudicial to that of Othets.

An Almoft Chriftian is one of the moft hurt-
ful Creatures in the World : He is a Zulf in
Sheep’s Cloathing 3 He 1s one of thofe Falfe
Prophets our Blefled Lord bids us beware of,
in his Sermon on the Mount, who would per-
luade Men, that the Way to Heaven is broader
than it really is; and thereby, as it was ob-
erved before, enter mot into te Kingdom of

H Got
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God themfelves, and thofe that are entering in
they binder. ‘Thefe, thefe are the Men that
turn the World into a lukewarm Laodicean
Spirit, that hang out falfe Lights, and {o fhip-
wreck unthinking benighted Souls 1n  their
Voyage to the Haven where they would be.
Thefe are they that are greater Enemies to the
Crofs of Chrift, than Infidels themielves: For
of an Unbeliever every one will be aware;
but an Almgft Chriftian, through his fubtle Hy.
pocrify, draws away mony after bim; and
therefore muft expett to recerve the greater
Dainnation.

But, Thirdly, As 1t 13 moft prejudicial to
ourfelves, and hurtful to others, {o it is the
aveatelt Plece of Ingratitude we can exprefs
towards our Lord and Mafter Fefus Christ
For did he come down from Heaven, and fhed
his precious Blood, to purchafe thefe Hearts of
ours, and fhall we only give him half of them?
Oh how can we fay we love him, when our
Hearts are not wholly with him ? How can we
call him our Saviour, when we will not endea-
vour fincerely to approve ourfelves to him, and
fo let him fee the Travail of his Soul, and be
fatshied !

Had any of us purchafed a Slave at a moft
expenfive Rate, that was before involved in the
utmolt Miferies and Torments, and {fo mutt
have continued for ever, ----had we fhut up our
Bowels of Compaffion from him ; and was this
Slave afterwards to prow rebellious, or deny
eiving us but half his Service: How, how
fhould we exclatm againft his bafe Ingratitude!
And yet this bafe ungrateful Slave thou art, O

Man,
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® Man, who acknowledgeft thyfelf to be re-
3 deemed from infinite unavoidable Mifery and
$ Punifiment, by the Death of Fefus Chrift,
dand yet wilt not give thyfelf wholly to him.
{Bur fhall we deal with God our Maker in a
smanner we would not be dealt with by a Man
‘like ourfelves ? Shall we mete out a lefs Mea-
“ure of Love to our Saviour, than we would
‘have dealt to ourfelves ? God forbid !

. No, (that I may come to the /as? Thing pro-
-pofed, namely, to add a Word or two of Ex-
hortation to be not only Almgft, but Alroge.
ther Chriftians) Let us fcorn all fuch bafe and
treacherous Treatment of our King and Sa-
viour, nay, our God, Let us not take fome
Pains all our Lives to go to Heaven, and yet
plunge ourfelves inte Hell at laft, Let us give
‘God our whole Hearts, and no longer bal
between two Opinions : If the World be God,
Iet us ferve That 5 If Pleafure be a God, let us
ferve that 3 but if the Lord he be God, let us,
Oh let us ferve him alone. Alas! Why, why
fhould we ftand out any longer? Why thould
we be fo in Love with Slavery, as not wholly
to renounce the World, the Flefh, and the
Devil, which, like fo many f{piritual Chains,
bind down our Souls, and hinder - them
from flying up to God. Alas! What are
we afraid of ? Is not God able to reward
our entire Obedience? It he 15, as the
Almoft Chriftian’s lame Way of ferving him
feems to grant,---Why then will we not ferve
him entirely ? For the fame Reafon we do fo

much, why do we not do mere ? Or do you
H 2 think
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think that being only half Religious will make
you happy, but that going farther will render
you miferable and uneafy ? Alast this, my
Brethren 1s Delufion all over! For what s it
but -this balf Piety, this wavering between
God and the World, that makes {fo many that
are fezmingly well difpofed, fuch utter Stran*
gers to the Comforts of Religion ? They chuf
1u{’c fo much of Religion as “will difturb them
in their Lufts, and follow their Lufts {o far,
as to deprive themielves of the Comforts o
Religion. Whereas, on the contrary, would
they fincerely leave all in Affetipn, and give
their Hearts wholly fo God, they would then
(and they cannot *till then) experience the un-
{pcakable Pleafure of having a Mind at Unuy
with itfelf, and enjoy fuch a Peace of Gad,
which even in this Life pafles all Underftand-
ing, and which they were entire Strangers to
bcTOlE. It is true, it we will devote ourfelves
entirely to God, we muft meet with Contenmpt;
but then it 1s ba,caufe Contempt 15 neceflary to
heal our Pride. ' We muft renounce fome fenfual
Pleafure ; but then 1t is becaufe thofc unfit
for Spiricual ones, which are infinitely better,
We muft renounce the Love of the World;
but then 1t 1s that we may be filled with the
Love of God: And when that has once en-
larged our Hearts, we fhall, like Facob, when
he ferved for his beloved Rachel, think nothing
too difficult to undergo, ne Hardthips too te-
dious to endure, becaufe of the Love we flul
then have for our Redeemer. Thus eafy, thus
delightful wiil be the Ways of God even
thi
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this Life : but when once we throw off thefe
Bodies, and our Souls are filled with all the
Fullnefs of God, oh! What Heart can con-
ceive, WY hat Tongue can exprefs, with what
unfpeakable Joy and Confolation we fhall then
look back on our paft fincere and hearty Ser-
vices, which have procured us {o invaluable a
Reward ! Think you then, my dear Hearers,
we fhall repent we had done too much ;
or rather think you not we fhall be afhamed
that we did no more; and bluth we were {o
backward to give up All to God, when he
intended hereafter to.give us himfelf ¢
Let me therefore, to conclude, exhort you,
my Brethren, to have always the unfpeakable
Reward of an entire Obedience fet before you:
and think withal, that every Degree of Holi-
nefs you negledt, every Inftance of Piety you
pals by, is a Jewel taken out of your Crown,
a Degree of Bleflednefs loft in the Vifion of
God. Oh! do but always think and act thus,
and you will no longer be labouring to com-
pound Matters between Goa and the World 3
but, onthe contrary, be daily endeavouring to
give upayourfelves more and more unto him ;
you wiil be always Watching, always Pray-
ing, always Afpiring after farther D oTees of
Purlty, and Love, and {o confequently always
preparing yourfelves for a fuller Light and En-
joyment of that God, in whofe Prefence there
is Fullnefs of Joy, and at whofe Right Hand
there are Pleafures for evermore !

Aimen b Aien !
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LUKE ix. 23.
“nd He [o1d unto them all, If any

Man will come é_zﬂer e, let hins

deny /:Jimﬁ/f:

HOEVER reads the Gofpel
¢! with a fingle Eye, and fincere
Wi wr iPed]| Intention, will find that our
ezl Blefled Lord took all Oppor-
DRl tunities of reminding his Difci-

w222 ples that his Kingdom was not
of this World 3 that bis Doftrine was a Doc-
trne of the Crofs; and that their profeffing
themfelves to be his Followers, would call
them to a conftant State of voluntary or Self-
{uffering and Sclf-denial.

The Words of the Text afford us one In-
ftance, among many, of our Saviour’s Beha-
viour 1n this Matter: For having in the pre-
ceding Verfes revealed himfelf to Peter, and
the other Apoftles, to be The Chrift of Gody
left they fhould be too much elated with fuch
A peculiar Difcovery of his Deity, or think
that their Relation to fo great a Perfonage
would be attended with nothing but Pomp
and Grandeur, he tells them, in the 22d
Verfe, that the Son of Man was to fuffer ma-
ny Things in this World, though he was
10 be crowned with eternal Glory and Ho-

1 nouy
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4  The Nature and Neceffity

‘nour in the next: And that if any of them
or their Pofterity would fhare in the {ame Ho.
nour, they muft bear a Part with him m hij
Self-denial and Sufferings. For be faid unts
them ally If any Man will come after me, l
bim deny bimfelf.

From which Words I fhall confider thefe
three Things ¢

Fiz#, The Nature of the Self-denia] recom.
mended 1n the Text; and in how many Re.

{petts we muft deny ourfelves, in order to
to come aﬁ:er jeﬁw Corift.

Sem?d!y, I ﬂnﬂ endeavour to prove the

Univerfality and Reafonablenefs of this Duty
of - Self-dental.

" Thirdly and laftly, I fhall offer fome Confi
derations, which may ferve as fo many Motives
to reconcile us to, and quicken us in the Prac.
tice of this Doftrine of Self-demal.

And Firff, then, I am to fhew the Naturx
of the Self-denial recommended 1n the Text,
or in how many refpects we muft deny our
telves, m order to follow Fefus Chrift.

Now as the Faculties of the Soul are di-
ftinguithed by the Underftanding, Will. and
AffeCtions 5 {o in all thefe muft each of us
deny himfelf. We muft not lean to our owi
Underflanding, being wife in our own Eyes,
and prudent in our own Sighty but we mull
fubmit our fhort-fighted Reafon to the Ligl;‘;



of Divine Revelation : For there are Myfte-
ries in Religion, which are above, though not
contrary to, our natural Reafon: And there-
fore we thall never become Chriftians unlefs
- we calt down Imaginations, and every high

Thing that exalteth itfelf againft the Know-
Zec’ge af God, and bring into Captivity every
‘I’faau bt to the Obedience of Chriff. It is in

this Refpe& as well as others, that we muft
bewnze Fools for Chrif’s [ake, and acknowledge
. we know nothing without Revelation, as we
OuCrht to know. We muft then, with all Hu-
mlhty and Reverence, embrace the myfterious
- Truths revealed to us in the Holy Scripiures
: for thus only can we become truly Wife, even
 Wife unto Salvation. It was Matter of our
Blefed Lord’s Thankigiving to his heavenly
Father, that he had bid thefe Things from the
Wile and Prudent, and bad reveaied them unio
Babes. And in this refpect alfo we muft 2e
converted and become as [ittle Children, teach-
able, and willing to follow the Lamb into
whatfoever Myfteries he fhall be pleafed to
lead us; and believe and pradtife all divine
Truths, not becaufe we can demonftrate them,

but becanle God, who cannot lie, has revealed”
them to us.

Hence then we may trace Infidelity to its
Fountain Head : For it is nothing elfe but a

Pride of the Underftanding, an Unwillingnefs -
to fubmit to the Truth of God, that makes {o
many, profefling themfielves Wlfe, to become
tuch Fools as to deny zhe Lord who has fo
dearly bought themr; and difpute the Divinity

2 of
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of that Eternal Word, 7% whom they live, and
move, and have their Being: W hereby, ts
juftly to be feared, they will bring upon them-
{felves {ure, if not fwift, Deftrution.

Buat to return : As we muft deny ourfelves
in our Underftandings, fo muft we deny, or,
as 1t might be more properly rendered, re-
nounce our Willss that 15, we muft make
our own Wills no Principle of Aétion; bu
whether we eat or drink, or whatfoever we
do, we wnft do all, not merely to pleafe
ourlelves, but to the Glory of God. Not that
we are therefore to imagine we are to have
- no Pleafure 1n any Thing we do, (Wifdom’s
Ways are Ways of Pleafontnefs) but pleafing
ourfelves maft not be the principal, but only
the {ubordinate End of our Aétions,

- And I cannot but particularly prefs this
Doctrine upon you, becaule 1t 1s the Grand
Secret of our Holy Religion, It is this, my
Brethren, that difunguifhes the True Chriftun
from the mere Moralilt and formal Profeffor:
and which alone can render any of our Acti-
ons acceptable 1n God’s Sight : For if rhine
Eye be fingle, {ays our Blefled Lord, Maith.
6. 22, that 15, If thou aimeft fimply to pleafe
(God, without any regard to thy own Wi,
thy whole Body, that is, all thy Actions, wil.
e¢ full of Light: agreeable to the Golpz,
which 1s called Light : But if thine Eye b
evil, 1f thine Intention be diverted any other
Way, thy whole Body, all thy Actions, will b
jull of Derkuels, unprofitable and capaah, of

10 Reward.  Far we muft not only do the
| Wil
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Will of God, but do 1t becanfe 1t 1s his Will
fince we pray that God’s Will inay be done
on Earth as it is in Heaven. And, no doubt,
the blefled Angels not only do every Thing
that God wiileth, but do it cheartully, out of
this Principle, becaufe God willeth 1t : And if
we would live as we pray, we mult go and do
likewile,

But farther ; as we muit renmounce our
own Wills 1n doing, fo likewile muft we re-
nounce them in fuffering the Will of God.
Whatfoever befalls us, we muft {ay with good
old Eli, It is the Lord, let bim do what [eem-
elh bim good 3 or with one that was infinitely
greater than Eli, Father, not my Will, bu
thine be done.” *¢ O Jefu, thine was an inno-
“ cent Will, and yet Thou renouncedft it :
““ Teach us, even us alfo, O our Saviour! to
“ {ubmit our Wills to thine, in all the Ewvils
““ which fhall be brought upoi us; and 7# every
* thing emable us to give Thanks, fince 1t s
“ thy blefled 773/ coicerning us !

Thirdly and laftly, we mult deny our-
felves, as in our Underftandings and Wills, fo
likewife in our Affetions. More particularly
we muft deny ourfelves the pleafurable In-
dulgence and Self-enjoyment of Riches: -If
aity Man will come after me, fays our Blefled
Lord, be it forfake "oll and follow sme.  And
igain (to thew the utter Inconfiftency of the
Love of the Things of this World with the
Love of the Father) he tells us, that unlels @
Mair forfake all that be baib, be camnot be 7y,
Dfﬁf'pk’.

Far
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Far be it from me to think that thefe
Texts are to be taken in a literal Senfe, as
though they obliged rich Perfons to gn fell all
that they have, and give to the Poor, (lor that
would put 1t out of their Fower to be fervice.
able to the Poor for the future) but however
they certainly 1imply thus much, That we are
to {it loole to, {ell, and forfake all 1n Affecti-
on, and be w1llmcr to part with every Thing,

when God fhall require it at our Hands:
That 15, as the Apoftle oblerves, we muft #f:
the World as though we wvfed it not 3 and
though we ave 7 the World, we muft not be
of 1t. We muit look upon ourfelves as Stew-
ards and not Proprictors of the manifold Gifts
of God; provide firft what is neceffary for
ourfelves and for our Houfhold, and expend
the reft, not 1n Indulgences and fuperfluous
Ornaments, forbidden by the Apoftle, but in
clothing, feeding, and relieving the naked,
hungry, diftrefied Difciples of Jefus Chrit.
This 15 what our Blefled Lord would have us
unaerftand by forfaking all, and in this Senfe
mult cach of us deny himfelt,

I am ienfible that this will feem an bard Say-
TIRD m-uw, who will be offended becaule they
wre covatous, and Lovers of Plecfure more thar
Levers of God : But if Iyet pleafed {uch Men,
[ fhould wot e the Servant of Chrift. No, we
muit not, like Ahad’s falfe Prophets, have a
ing Spirit in ovy Mouthe, nor fall to declare
(with St. Panl) the whole Will of God; and,
e honelt Aiceieh, our of Py and Com-
pafiior, tell Mien the Truth, rhough theyfmay

allly
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filfly think we prophecy not Gaod, but Evil con-

cerning them.
But to proceed : As we muft renounce our

Affe&ion for Riches, {o likewife our Affections

for our Relations, when they ftand 1 oppoli-
tion to our Love of, and Duty to God : For

' thus .aith the Saviour of the World: If any
- Man will come after me, and bateth not bis fa-
< ther and Mother, bis Children, cnd Brethren,

* and Sifters, yea and hbis own Life alfo, be con-

not be my Difciple.—----- Strange Doctrine this !
What, hate our own Flefh? What, hate the

 Father that begat us, the Mother that bare us!

- How can thefe Things be 2 Can God contradict

- himfelf ? Has he not bid us Honour our Father

and Mother ? And yet we are here command-
ed to hate them. How mullt thefe Truths be
reconciled 2 Why, by interpreting the Word
hate, not in a rigorous and abfolute Senfe,
but comparatively : not as implying a total A-
lienation, but a lefs Degtee of Affeticn. For
thus our Blefled Saviour himieif, (the beft and
fureft Expofitor of his own Meaning) explains
it in a parallel Text, Masth. 10, 37. He that
loveth Father or Mother more than me, is nof
worthy of me : He that loveib Son or Daughier
more than me, is mot worthy of me. So that
when the Perfuafions -of fuch our Friends (as
for our Trial they may be permitted to be) are
contrary to the Will of God, we muft fay
with Levz, we have not known them; or, a-
grecably to our Blefled Lord’s Rebuke to Peter,
Get you behind me, my Adverfavies; for you fa-

VoY
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vour not the Things that be of God, but the Things
that be of Men.

To conclude this Head : We muft deny
ourfelves in Things indifferent : For it might
ealily be fhewn that as many, if not more,
perifh by an immoderate Ulfe of Things in
themfelves indifferent as by any grofs Sin
whatever. A prudent Chriftian therefore will
confider not only what 1s lewfil/, but what i
expedient alfo : not {o much what Degrees of
S&lf denial beft fuit his Inclinations here, s

. 1at will moft effe¢tua’ly break his Will, and
ﬁt him for greater Degrees of Glory here-
after,

But is this the Do¢trine of Chriftianity? and
1s not the Chriftian World then afleep? If not,
whence the Self-indulgence, whence the reign.
g Love of Riches “which we every where
meet with? Above all, whence that predomi-
nant Greedinels of fenfm] Pleafure, that has o

over-run this finful Nation, that, was a piows
~Stranger to come amongft us, he would be
tempted to think fome Heathen Venus was
worfhipped here, and that Temples were dedi-
cated to her Service. But we have the Autho-
rity of an infpired Apoftle to affirm, that they
who live 1n fuch o Round of Pieﬂfme are deai
while they live : Wherefore, as the Holy Ghofl
{aith, Awake thou that fleepeft, and Chrift fhl!
give thee Light. But the Power of raifing the
{piritually Dead belongeth only unto God.
“ Do Thou tlercfore, O Holy Jefus, who
““ by thy almighty Word commandedft Le

CC o g
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3 « oarus to come forth, though he had lain in
é; «« the Grave [o many Days, fpe*l.k alfo as ef-
;3 “ feCtually to thefe {piritually dead Souls,

-« whom Satan for thefe many Years has fo
?E- “ faft bound by fenfual Plea{'ures, that they

=« are not fo much as able to lift up their Eyes
- ¢ or Hearts to Heawen.

- But I pafs on to the Second general Thing
3 propofed viz. to confider the umverfal Obli-
. aation, and Reafonablenefs of this Doftrine of
b SIf.denial.
t: When our Blefled Mafter had been difcour-
E fing publickly concerning the Watchfulnefs of
Ethe faithful and wife Steward, his Difciples
e alked him, Speckeft thou this Parable to all, or
- ouly to us 2 The fame Queftion I am aware has
F been, and will be, put concerning the fore-
kgoing Doétrine: For too many, unwﬂhm to
ke Chrifts ealy Yoke upon them, in order
Lo evade the Force of the Gofpel Rrecepts,
~would pretend that all thofe Commands con-
cemmg Self-denial, renouncing ourfelves and
. Worid, belonged only to our Lord’s firft and
Flmmedlate Followers, and not 70 #5 or to our
:Children. But fuch Perfons greatly err, not
Fk;zawmg the Scriptures, nor the Power of God-
iinefs in their Hearts, For the Doérine of
Jefus Chrift, like his Blefled felf, is the [ame
Yefferday, To-day, and for ever. What he faid
unto one, he faid unto 4//, even unto the Ends
of the World 5 If ary Mo will come after
me, let him de;gy bimfelf : And in the Text 1t is

D“i"tlcuhrly mentioned that He faid unio them
No. 1V, K all,
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ell. And left we fhould ftll abfurdly ima-
oine, that this Word 4// was to be confined
to his Apoftles, with whom he was then dif-
courfing, 1t 1s faid 1n another Place, that Fe.
Jus turned unto the Multitude, and faid, If
any Man will come after e, and bateth not bis
Lather and Mother, yea and bis own Life aolf,
be cannot be my Difciple.  *“ When our Blefled
““ Lord had {poken a certan Parable, it i
“ faid, the Scribes and Pharifees were ofiend-
““ ed, for they knew the Parable was fpoken
againft them : And 1f Chriftians can now
““ read thefe plain and pofitive Texts of Scrip.
““ ture, and at the {ame time not think
““ they are {poken of them, they are more har-
““ dened than Fews, and more infincere than
““ Pharifees. *

In the former Part of this Difcourfe I ob-
{erved, that the Precepts concerning forfaking
and {elling all did not oblige us 1n a literal
Senfe, becaufe the State of the Church docs
not demand 1t of us, as it did of the Primi-
tive Chnifthians; but ftill the fame Deadnefs
to the World, the {ame abftemious Ufe of,
and Readinefs to part with our Goods for
Chrift’s fake, 1s as abfolutely neceflary for,
and as obligatory on us, as it was on them.
For though the Church may differ as to the
outward State of it, in different Ages, yet as
to the Purity of its inward State, it was, is,
and always will be invariably the fame, And
all the Commands which we meet with in

¥4

* Law's Chriftian Perfe&iion,
thi



of Self-denial. 13

the Epifles, about mortifying our Members
which are upon the Earth, of fetting our Af-
: fetions on Things above, and of not being
“conformed to thlS World 3 are but fo many
“inconteftable Proofs that the {fame Holinefs,

Hmmly mindednefs, and Deadnefs to the

World, is as neceffary for us as for our Lord’s
. immediate Followers,

But farther, as fuch an Objection argues an
Jgnorance of the Scriptures, fo it is a manifeft
Proof that fuch as make it are Strangers to the
“Power of Godlinefs iz their Hearts.  For fince
‘the Sum and Subftance of Religion confifts in
~our Recovery from our fallen Eftate in Adam,

“by a New Birth mn Chriff Fefus, there is an
“ablolute Neceflity for us to embrace and prac-
tife the Self-denial before recommended. Be-
“caufe we have not only a new Houle to build,
but an old one firft to pull down; we muft ne-
ceflarily therefore be dead to the World, be-

‘fore we can Jive anto God.  In fhort, all Thmgs
belonging to the Old May mult die 1n us, be-
fore the Thmcr:; belonging to the §p7ris can live
and grow in us.

When Fefus Chrift was abont to make his
publick Appearance, and to preach the Glad
Tidings of Salvation to a benighted World,
his Hfu*buwer Fobn Baptift, was lent to prepare
bis W ay ée’fare him., In like manner, when
this {ame Fefus is about to take pofieffion of
2 Converted Sinner’s Heart, Self-derial, hke
Jobu the Baptift, muft prepare the Way before
him : F or we muft mourn before we are ca-
bl of being comforteds we muft undergo

K 2 the
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14 The Nature and Neceffity

the Spirit of Bondage, in order to be made
‘meet to receive the Spirit of Adoption.

Were we indeed in a State of Innocence,
and had we, like Adam before his Fall, the
Divine Image fully ftamped upon our Souls,
we then fhould have no need of Self- denial
but fince we are fallen, fickly, dlfordered
Creatures, and this Self—fuffering, this Self:
renunciation 1s the indifpenfable Means of re.
cevering our Primitive Glory; methinks, in
that Cafe, to endeavour to fhake off and re-
ject fuch a falutary Practice, on account of
the Difficulty attending it at firft, is but too
like the Obftinacy of a perverfe fick Child,
who naufeates and refufes the Potion reached
out to 1t by a fkilful Phyfician or tender Pa.
rent, becaufe it is a little ungrateful to the
Tafte.

Had any of us {een Lazarus when he o
full of Sores at the Rich Man’s Gate s or Job,
when be was [mitten with Ulcers, from the
Crown of bis Head to the Sole of his Foot:
And had we at the fame Time prefcribed to
them {ome healing Medicines, which becaufe
they would put them to Pain, they would not
apply to their Wowzds, fhould we not moft
juitly think, that they were either fond of 2
diftempered Body, or were not {enfible of then
Diftempers? But our Souls, by Nature, are
in an nfinitely more deplorable Condition than
the Bodies of F¢b or Lazaras, when full of
Ulcers and Boils: For, alas! our wkole Heod
is fick, and our whole Heart faint s from th
Crown of the Head to the Sole of the Foot, e

a1
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of Self-denial. 15
are full of Wounds, and Bruifes, and putrifying

"~ Sores, and there is mo Health in us. And

. Fefus Chrift, like a good Phyfician, in the
" Gofpel Doltrine of Self-denial, prefents us

with a {piritual Medicine to beal our Sicknefs:
bue if we will neither receive nor apply it, tis
2 Sign we are not {enfible of the #retchednefs

~ of our State, or elfe that we are unwilling 10 be
- made whole.

Even Naaman’s Servants could fay, when

- he refufed, purfuant to Elijal’s Orders, to wafh
" in the River Fordan, that he might cure his

Leprofy, Father, if the Prophet bad bid thee
do fome great Thing, would’t thor not have
done it 2 How wmuch rather then, when be [aith
to thee, wafb and be clean? And may not 1
very properly addrefs mylelf to you in the fame
manner; my Brethren : If Fefus Chriff, our
oreat Prophet, had bid you do fome great and
very difficult Thing, would you not have done
it ¢ Much more then fhould you do 1t, when -
he only bids you deny yourlelves what would
certainly hurt you if you enjoyed, and behold
you thall be made perfecily whole.

But to illuftrate this by another Compari-
fon; In the 12th Chapter of the 475, we read
that Saint Peter was kept in Prifon, and was
Sleeping between two Soldiers, bound wiih twe
Chains :  And bebold an Angel of the Lord
came upon bim, and [imote Peter on the Side,
Jayingy Arife up quickly : and his Chains fell
off from bis Hands. But had this great Apo-
itle, inftead of rifing up quickly, and doing
as the bleffed Angel commanded him, hugged

his
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his Chains and begged that they might not
be let fall from his Hands, would not any
one think that he was in love with Slavery,
and deferved to be executed next Morning ?
And does not the Perfon who refufes to deny
himfelf, act as inconfiftently as this Apottle
would have done if he had negleCted the
Means of his Deliverance ? For our Souls,
by Nature, are in a fpiritual Dungeon, flecp-
ing and faft bound between the World, the
Fleth, and the Devil, not with Two but Ten
Thoufand Chains of Lufts and Corruptions,
Now Fefus Chrift, like St. Peter’s good Angel,
by his Gofpel comes and opens the Prifon D001,
prefcribes Self-denial, Mortification, and Re-
nunciation of ourfelves and the World, as o
many {piritual Keys which will unlock our
Shackles, make them fall off from our Hearts,
and {o reftore #s to the Glorious Liberty of the
Sonns of God. Butif we will not arife quick-
ly, gird up the Loins of our Mind, and deny
ourfelves, as he has commanded, Are we not
i love with Bondage, and deferve never to be
delivered from 1t ?

Indeed T will not affirm that this Doétrine
of Self-denial appears i this juft Light to every
one., No, I am f{enfible that to the Natural
Mair 1t 15 Foolifbwnefs 3 and to the Young Con-
vert an berd Saying, But what fays our Sa-
viour? If any Man <will do wmy Will, be fhall
ki10%0 of the Dottrine whether it be of God,
or woeiher 1 [peak of f@ﬁ:[f This, my dear
Friends, is the beft, the only Way of Con-
viction : Let us up and be doing : Let us arile

i C
quick!y
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é qmchly and deny ourfelves, and the Lord 'fc"-
: fus will remove thofe Scales from the Eyes of
- our Minds, which now, like fo many Vells
hinder us from leeing clearly the Reafonable-
" nefs, Neceflity, and inexpreflible Advantage.
- of the Doétrine that has been now delivered.
Let us but once thus foew ourfelves Men,
and then the Spirit of God will move on the
" Face of our Souls, as he did once upon the-
“ Face of the great Deep 5 and caule them to
-~ emerge out of that confufed Chaos, in which
' they are moft certainly now 1nvolved, if we
- are Strangers and Enemies to S.er denial and the
* Crofs of Cfmﬁ
- But notw1thﬂfandmg this DO&rme of Self-
 demial is, when rightly underftood, fo reafon-
—-gble and beneficial ; yet many, it is to be fear-
“ed, like the young Man 1n the Gofpel, are
- ready to go away forrowtul,

Proceed we therefore now to the Third and

“laft general Thing propofed 3 @iz, To offer
fome Confiderations which may ferve as {fo ma-

ny Motives to reconcile usto, and quicken us

in the Practice of this Duty of Self-denial.

1. And the fizf# Means I fhall recommend

to you, in order to reconcile you to this Doc-
trine, is, to meditate frequently on the Life
of our Bleffed Lord and Mafter Fefus Chrift.
Oh! may we offen think on Him our Grand
‘Fxemplar ! follow him from his Cradle to his

Crols, and fee what a felf-denying Life he led!
And thall not we drink of the Cup that He

(Z?ﬂﬂn.




18 The Nature and Neceffity

drank of, and be baptized with the Baptifm that
He was baptized with? Or think we that
Fefus Chrifft did and {uffered every Thing in
order to have us excufed, and exempted from
Sufferings? No, far be it from any fincere
Chriftian to judge after this manner ! For §;,
Peter tells us, He fuffered for us, leaving us
an Example, that we (hould follow his Steps,
Had Chrift, indeed, like thofe thai [at in
Mofes’s Chair, laid heavy Burthens of Self-
denial upon us, ({uppofing they were heavy,
which they are not,) and refufed to zouch
them bimfelf with one of hbis Fingers ; we
might have had {ome Pretence to complain:
but fince he has enjoined us nothing, but
what .he has firft put in pratice himfelf,
Thou art inexcufable, O Difciple, whoever
thou art, who would’ft be above thy perfecuted
{elf-denying Mafter : And thou art no good
and faithful Servant, who art unwilling to {uffer
and {ympathize with thy mortified, heavenly-
minded Lord. |

2. Next to the Pattern of our Bleffed Ma-
fter, think often on the Lives of the glorious
Company of the Apgftles, the goodly Fellow-
fhip of the Prophets, and the noble Army of
NMertyrs 5 who by a conftant looking to the Av-
thor and Finifber of our Fuith, bave fought the
good Fight, and are gone before us to inberit th
Promifes.  View, again and again, how ho-
lily, how felt-denyingly, how unblameably
they lived : And if Self-denial was neceflaty
for them, why not for us alfo? Are we not

Men
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8 Men of like Paflions with them 2 Do we nat
? live in the fame wicked World as they did ?
3 4 Have we not the fame good Spirit to affift,

fuppart and putify us, as they had ? And is
% not the {ame eternal Inhent&nce reached out,

as a Reward of our Self-denial and Renuncia-
bmon of the World, as was offered to them ?
*‘sﬂnd if we have the fame Nature to change,
“the {ame wicked World to withftand, the

% fame good Spirit to help, and the fame eternal
%;men to reward our Obedience; why thould
 .we not lead the fame Lives as they did ? Do
. we think they did Works of Supererogation ?
*’If not, why don’t we do as they did? Or

swhy does the Church fet apart Feftivals to

:.commemorate the Deaths and Sufferings of

“the Saints, but in order to excite us ¢ follow
tbem as they did Chrift ¢

?‘F’W
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3. Thirdly, Think often on the Pains of
4Hell : confider whether it is not better to cut
froﬁ" 2 Right Hand or Foot, and pluck out a
‘Right Eye, if they offend us (or caufe us to
ﬁn) ratber than to be mﬁ into Hell, into the

Fzre that never fhall be quenched 5 where the
Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not qienched.
Think how many Thoufands there are now
referved, with damned Spirits, In Chains of
“Damnefs unto the Judgment of the Greas
Day, tor not complymcr with the Precept in
he Text. And think withal that this, this
muft be our own Cafe fhortly, unlefs we are
wile in time, and {ubmit to thofe ealy Condi-
tions our Saviour has prefcribed us, in order

IJ ‘ 144}
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20 The Nature and Nece/fity

to avoid it. Think you they now imagine
Fefus Chrift to be an hard Mafter ; or rather
think you not they would give Ten thoufand
times ten thoufand Worlds, could they but re.
turn to Life again, and take Chriff’s eafy Yoke
upon them ? And can we dwell with everlaft.
ing Burnings more th:m they 2 Noj if we
cannot bear this Prece , Come, deny your.
felves, take up your Croffes How {hall we bea
that 1rrevocable Sentence, Depart from e, 3
Curfed, into ewrlzzﬂmg Fire prepared for ih
Denil and bis Angels? But 1 hope thofe, a
mong{t whom I am now preaching the King-
dom of God, are not {o difingenuous as taﬂeed
to be driven to their Duty by the Terrors of
the Lord, but rather deﬁre to be drawn by
the Cords of Love.
- Laftly therefore, and to conclude, ---- often
meditate on the Joys of Heaven: Think,
think with what unfpe akable Glory thofe hap.
y Souls are now. incircled, who when on;
E'u‘th were called to deny themfelves as well
as we, and were not difobedient to that Call:
Lift up your Hearts frequently toward the
Manfions of eternal Blifs, and with an Eye o
Faith, like the great Saint S:igpben, fee tie
Heavens opened, and the Son of Man with
his glorious Retinue of departed Saints fitting
and folacing themfelves in eternal Joys, and
with unipeahable Comfort looking back ol
their paft Sufferings and Self-denials, as fo
many clorious Means which exalted them
fuch @ Crown. Hark | methinks T hear them

chanting forth their everlafting Halle/ajabfé
AN
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and {pending an eternal Day in echoing forth
triumphant Songs of Joy. And do you not
long, my Brethren, to join this heavenly
Chotr? Do not your Hearts burn within you?
As the Hart panteth after the Water Brocks, do
not your Souls o long after the bleffed Com-
pany of thefe Sons of God? Behold then a
heavenly, Ladder reached down to you, by
which you may climb to this Holy Hill. Jf
any Man will come after them, let him deny
bimfelf and follow them. It was this, my Bre-
thren, exalted the Holy Jefus himfelf, as Man,
to fit at the Right Hand of his adorable Father.
By this alone every Saint that ever lived, 4-
feended into the foy of their Lord: And by this
we, even <we allo may be lifted up into the
fame moft blifstul Regions, there to enjoy an
eternal Reft with the People of God, and join
with them n finging Doxologies and Songs of
Praife, to the Everlafting, Blefled, All-glori-
ous, moft Adoreable Trinity, for ever and
ever.

Which God. of bis infinite Mercy grant

&ec.
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GENTLEMEN,
As ths SERM ON was

preached with an Intent to
promote and encourage your O O0-

CIETIES,




(1)
ciET1ESs, I hope you will dccept
it, as a Teftimony of my Grati.
tude for thofe many Benefits ]

have received, under G O D, by
aflociating fometime with you.

I71’s true indeed T had not the
leaft thought of Ietting any other
of my Difcourfes fee the Light:
But fuch was the Zeal of fome of
my Briffol Friends (tho' certainly
in this Inftance of i, a5 the Dif.
courfe itfelf will fhew, mifguided)
that having gotten a very ncorrelt
Copy, they ordered 1t to. be pub-
lifhed, and near Four Hundred of
the Fuft Impreflion were fold off
1 Brifiol, before 1 was apprized

of
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ot a‘ny fuch Dé‘ﬁgn being ‘CAl'

rying on, at leaft before a Let-
3 ter, which I fent ablolutely to forw
%bld the Profecution of 1 1t, could
;%reach that Clty But when I came
ito perufe one of them, I found
?fo many Things left out, {0 many
gPages inferted , which  ( though
;Written by Me on a particulﬂr
Occafion) had little or no Refe-
é{rence to the main Deﬁgn of the
Difcourfe, that I was obliged in
imy own Defence to let a Second,
lefs 1ncotrect, Edition (tho’ very
unworthy of any Publication at all)
be printed off;

M AxD



(W)
AND now if GO D (as he of.
ten works by the meaneft Inftru.

ments) - thould vouchfafe to blef

it to any of your Members, |
thall not repent (tho” I did repent
of it’s being publdhed without the
Confent or Knowledge of,

GENTLEME N,

Your bearty well wifber

And unwerthy Servant 1n CHR1sT,

G W
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Trwo are better than One, bemzxfe they
| Jove o good Reward for their La-
bour.

" Fur if they ﬁzﬂ the One will lift “p
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33
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= Jus Fellow : but «wo to him that 15

'!

5 alome when e fa//erb for he
i hath not another to hf/p Jo12 up.

% Arain, if Taw lte vogether, then they

; “have Heat 5 but how can One be

S aarm alone ?

E Aﬁd if One j)rewzl againft bim, Two
[hall rwzr}.ﬂﬂml him . 21 and a Threc

% fold Cord 25 not quickly broken.

P TR PN

o M O NG the many Reafons
j’@ afiignable for the hd Decay
' 'fﬁ’f of True Chriftianity, perhaps
I WSS the negleCting to affemble our-
R Jelves zagetber, in Religious So-

cieties, may not be one of the
laft, That I may therefore do my endeavour

towards promoting {o excellent a Means of
T’lety [ have feleCted a Paflage of Scripture

drawn from the Experience of the Wifelt of
Men, which being a little enlarged on and

M 2 il}y-
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illuftrated, will fully anfwer my prefent De.
fion; that being to fhew, in the beft Manne

Ic can, the Neceflity and Benefits of Society iy
oeneral, and of Religious Soczety n particular,

Tewo ave better than one, &c.

From which Words I fhall take Occaﬁon t0
prove,

Firff, The Truth of the Wife Man’s Affer.
tion, viz. Two are better than One, and that
in reference to Society in general, and Religio
Sociely in particular.

Secondly, To affign fome Reafons why Tu
are better than One, efpecially as to the laf
Particular.  Firft, becaule Men can raife up
one another when they chance to flip: For ff

they fall, the One will lift up his Fellow. o
condly, Becaufe they can impart Heat to each

other: Avain, if Two lie together, then 1k
fiave hmt 5 but bow can One be warin alone

Thirdly, Becaufe they can fecure each other
from thofe that do oppole them: Aud if an
prevail ageinft bimy Two foall withfiand Dii;
ard a T /Jree-j fold Cord is not quickly broken. Fron

hence,

Thizdly, 1 fhall take occafion to fhew the
Dut',r incumbent on every Member of a Religi-
s Seeiely,

e
,Zf_t?fff fr{}‘;i



tf AY ociety in general. g
2 Zowrthly and lofly, 1 fhall draw an Infe-
¢ rence or Two from what fhall have been faid ;

8 and then conclude with a Word or two of Ex-
% hortation from the whole.

Firft then, 1 am to prove the Truth of the
Wlfe Man’s Aflertion, viz. that Two are bet-

- er than One, and that 1n reference to Society
in general, and Religions Society in particular.

VLT TN T A 2 AR LR LS
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And how can this be done better than by
fhewing that 1t is abfolutely neceflary for the
| Welfare both of the Bodies and Souls of Men ?
i Indeed 1if we look upon Man as he came out
| of the Hands of his Maker, we imagine him
10 be perfeft, entire, lacking Hothing. But God,
-whole Thoughts are not as our Thoughts, faw

fomething till wanting to make Adem happy.

And what was that? Why an Help meet for

him.  For thus f{peaketh the Scripture: And

the Lord God fazd, 1t is not good that the Man
fhould e alone, I will make an Help meet for
biin. ' .

Oblerve, God faid, 7 is not good, thereby
implying that the Creation would have been -
1mperfed, in fome fort, unlels an Help was
found out meet for Adam, And if this was
the Cafe of Man before the Fall; if an Help
was meet for him in a State of Perfection; {ure-
ly fince the Fall, when we come naked and
helplefs out of our Mother’s Wombs, when
our Wants increafe with our Years, and we can

lcarcely fubfifta Day without the mutual Affift,
ance
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ance of each other, well may we fay, I is nof
good for Man to be alone.

Society, then, we fee is abfolutely neceffary
in refpe& to our ledily and perfonal Wants,
If we carry our View farther, and confider
Mankind as divided into different Cities, Coun-
tries, and Nations, the Neceflity of it will ap-
pear yet more evident. For how can Commu-
nities be kept up, or Commerce carried on,
without JSociety ¢ Certainly not at ally {ince
Providence feems wilely to have affigned a par-
ticular Product to almoft each particular Coun-
try, on purpofe as 1t were to oblige us to be
focial ; and hath {o admirably mingled the
Partsof the whole Body of Mankind together,
that the Eye cannot [ay to the Hand, I bave

need of thees nor again the Hand to the Foot,
bave no need of thee.

Many other Inftances might be given of
the Neceflity of Sociezy, in Reference to our
bodily, perfonal, and wmational Wants, But
what are all thele when weighed in the Balance
ef the Santinary, 1n Comparilon of the infinite
greater Need of 1t, with Refpe&t to the Soul?
It was chiefly 1n Regard to this better Part,
no doubt, that God faid, It is not good for
the Men to be alone. For let us fuppofe 4-

dein to be as happy as may be, placed as the
Lord of the Creation in the Paredife of God,

and {pending all his Hours in adoring and
praifing the Blefled Author of his Being: Yet
as his Scul was the very Copy of the Divine
Nature, whofe peculiar Property it is to be

COMMURICa:
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® communicative, without the Divine All-fuffi-
ciency he could not be compleatly happy, be-
2 caufe he was alone and incommunicative, nor
% even content in Paradife for want of a Partner
% in his Joys. God knew this, and therefore
3 faid, It is not good that the Man fbould be alone,
+ Jwill make an Help meet for him, And tho®
% this proved a fata]l Means of his falling; yet
> that was not owing to any natural Confequence

of Society 5 but partly to that curfed Apoftate,
who craftily lies in wait to deceive, partly to
Adom’s own Folly, in rather chufing to be
miferable with one he loved, than truft in God
to raife up another Spoufe.

If we reflect indeed on that familiar Inter-
courfe our firft Parent could carry on with
Heaven, 1n a State of Innocence, we fhall be
apt to think he had as little Need of Society,
as to his Sozl, as before we {uppofed him to

“have, 1n Refpelt to his Body. But yet as God
~and the Holy Angels were {o far above him on

the one Hand, and the Beafts fo far beneath
him on the other, there was nothing like hav-

ing one to converfe with, who was Bone of bis
Bone, and Flefb of his Flefb.

. Man, then, could not be fully happy, we
lee, even in Paradife, without a Companion
of his own Species, much lefs now he is dri-
ven out, For, let us view him a little in his
natural Eftate now, fince the Fall, as having
bis Underftanding darkened, bis Mind alienated
from the Life of God, as no more able to fec
the Way wherein he fhould go, than a Blind
Man to defcribe the Sun: That notwithfland-

g,
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| this, he mult receive his Sight e’er he

can fee God: And that if he never fees him,
he never can be happy. Let us view him, I
fay, in this Light (or rather this Darknefq)
and deny the Neceflity of Society if we can,
A Divine Revelation we find 1s abfolutely ne.
ceflary, we being by Nature as unable to know,
as we are to do our Duty. And how fhall we
learn except one teach us? But was God to do
this immediately by himfelf, how thould we,
with Mofes, exceedingly quake and fear ¢ Nor
would the Miniftry of Angels in this Affai
be without too much Terror, It is Neceflary,
therefore (at leaft God’s Dealing with us hath
fhewed it to be {fo) that we fhould be draws
with the Cords of o Man. And that a Divine
Revelation being granted, we fhould ufe one
-another’s Affiftance, under God, to inftrud
each other in the Knowledfre, and to exhor
one another to the Praftice of thofe Thingg
which belong to our everlafting Peace, Thi
1s undoubtedly the great End of Society in-
tended by God fince the Fall, and a ftrong

Argument 1t is why Two are better than Ou,

and why we fhould wor forfcke the Affembling

ourfelves together.

But farther, let us confider ourlelves as
Chriftians, as having this natural Veil in {ome
Meafure taken off from our Eyes, by the Af-
fiftance of God’s Holy Spirit, and fo enabled
to {fec what He requires of us.  Let us {fuppoie
ourfelves in fome Degree to have taffed i
good Word of Life, and to have felt the Pow-

ers of the World to come, influencing and
Iﬂnlc:ouldm*fr
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29 moulding our Souls into a religious Frame
g To be fully and heartily Convmced that we
g ﬂre Soldiers lifted under the Banuer of Chrift,
_ md have proclaimed open War at our Bap-
2 fif, againft the Worldy, the Flelb, ond the
E: Dewil, and have perhaps frequently renewed
t our Obligations {o to do, by partaking of the
t Lord’s Supper : That we are furrounded with
E 1 Gillions of Foes Without, and infefted with
3 '-a Legion of Enemies Wlthm That we are
| commanded to fhine as Laghts 1n the World,
L 0 the midft of a crooked and perverfe Genera.
¢ tion: That we are travelling to a long Eter-
nity, and need all lmqmmb]e Helps to thew
us, and encourage us in our Way thither : Let
us, [ fay, refleét on all this, and then how
S ﬂmll each of us cry out, Brethren, what a ne-
2 ceflary Thing 1t 15 to meet together in Religious
L Socieizes !
- The Primitive Chriftians were fully fenfi-
E ble of this, and therefore we find them COn-
F,tmually keeping up Communion with each
-other,  For what {ays the Scripture ? They con-
tinved fedfaffly in the Apepi’s Doltrine and
Fellowfhip, Als 2. 42. Peter and Fobn were
fio {ooner difmiffed by the Great Council,
than they hafte away to their Companions.
Adud being fet at Liberty, fays the Text, they
ecine o theiy 0w, and told ihem all thefe T/wg?
witch the High Priefft bad [aid unte them, Adtz
4. 23. Panl, as foon as couverted, farricd
thice Deys avith the Difeiples that were af Da-
hwfcug, A}EE’J 9. 19. And Pm, .-.lf‘tervmrdfi

Ly goes
‘\TOV & {0
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to the Houfe of Mary, where there were
greai Multitudes affembled, praying, Als 12,
12.  And it 1s reported of Chriftians in After-
Ages that they ufed to aflemble together be.
fore. Day-light, to {ing a Pfalm to Chrift s
God. So precious was the Communion of Saints
mn thofe Days.

If it be afked, what Advantage we hall
reap from fuch a Procedure now ? I anfwer,
much every Way, Two are better than On,
&emszd they hove @ good Reward for their Lo
bour : For if they fall, the One will lift up his
}'eilafw but wo be to biin that is alone When b
falleth, for be bath not anotber o help hbim u,
/i’gm n, if two lie together, thei they have Heats
but bow can One be warm alone? And if oi

prevail againft bim, Two fhall withfiand bii;
and g Threefold Cord is not quickly broken.

Which directly leads me to my Second ge-
neral Head, under which I was to affign fome
Reafons why Two are better than One, ef: pecmll)
in Religious Society.

As Man in his prefent Condition cannot al-
ways ftand upright, but by Reafon of the Frai:
ty of his Nature cannot but fall, one eminent
Reafon why -T<wo are better tbrm One, or n
other Words, one great Advantage of Religion
Society 18, That wber they fall, the One will fift
up bis Fellow.

And an excellent Reafon this, indeed!
For alas! when we reflet how prone we ar
to be drawn into Error in our Judgments, and

into Vice m our Prattice, and how unable,
Jeat
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'~ lealt how very unwilling, to efpy or correlt
- our own Mifcarriages 5 when we confider how
~apt the World is to flatter us in our Faults, and
- how few there are {o kind as to tell us the Truth ;
what an ineftimable Privilege muit it be to
have a Set of true, judicious, hearty Friends
about us, continually watching over our Souls,
t0 inform us where we have fallen, and warn
us that we fall not again for the future, Surely
it 1s fuch a Privilege that (to ufe the Words
of an eminent Chriftian) we fhall never know
the Value of, ull we come to Glory.

But this 1s not all; for {uppofing that we
could always ftand upright, yetr wholoever re-
fleCts on the Difficulties of Religion in gene-
ral, and his own Propenfity to Lukewarmnefs
and Indifference in particular, will find that
he muft be zealous as well as fleady, if e’er he
expelts to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.
Here, then, the Wile Man points out to us
another excellent Reafon why Two are better
than One.  Again, {ays he, if Two lie together,
then they bave Heats but bow con One be
warin alone ¢

Which was the next Thing to be confidered
under the Second general Head, v7z. to affign
a lecond Reafon why Two are better than Oue,
becaufe they can impart Heat to each other, o

It’s an Obfervation no lefs true than com-
mon, That kindled Coals, if placed afunder,
loon go out, but if heaped together, quicken

and enliven each other, and afford a lafting
Heat. The fame will hold good in the

N 2 Cafe
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Cafe now before us. If Chrniftians kindled by
the Grace of God unite, they will quickep
and enliven each other; but if they f{eparat
and keep afunder, no Marvel if they foon
orow cool or tepid. If Two or Three mee
too'etner in Chrift’s Name, they will have Heas
but how can one be warm alone ?

Obferve, How can one be warm alone 2 The
Wife Man’s exprefling himfelf by Way of
Quettion, 1mmplies an Impoflibility, at leaft 2
very great Difficulty, tobe warm in Religion
without Company, where it may be had, B
hold here, then, another excellent Benefit flow.
ing from Religious Society 5 1t will keep u
2calons as well as Steady, 1n the Ways of God:
linels.

But to illuftrate this a little fiu'tner by 1
Comparifon or two. Let us look upon our
felves (as was above hinted) as Soldiers lifted
under Chriff’s Banner 3 as gomng out with
Ten Thotfand to meet ome that cometh againf
us with Tewenty Thoufound 3 as Perfons chat are
to wwreftle not only with Flefb and Bieod, by
againft  Principalities, agamft Powers, ol
[piritual Wickednefles in /:)zvb Places.  And
then, tell me, all ye that fear God, 1f it be
not an invaluable Privilege to have a Company
of Fellow Soldiers contmually about us, ant-
mating and exhorting each other to ftand ou
Ground, to keep our Ranks, and manﬁiﬂ}f
to follow the Caprain of oux Salvation, tho' &
be thro” a Sea of Blood !

L
[ aff
* :'.f d
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~ Lafly, Let us confider ourfelves in ano-
-~ ¢her View before mentioned, viz. as Perfons
iravelling to a long Eternity; as refcued by
' the free Grace of God 1n fome Meafure from
our natural Egyptian Bondage, and marching
~under the Conduét of our Spiritual Fofoua,
through the Wildernefs of this World, to the
Lord of our Feavenly Canaan. Let us far-
ther refle€t how apt we are to {tartle at every
Difficulty 5 to cry, There are Lions! tixie are
Lions in the Way! There are the Sons of Anak
to be grappled with, e’er we can poflels the
nomifed Land : How prone we are wich L2
Wife, 1o look withtully back on our Spiriiual
Sedom, or with the foolith Ifraelites, to long
~again for the Flefh-Pots of Egypt, and to return
to our former natural State of B:ndage and
Slavery, Confider this, my Brethren, and
fee what a bleffed Privilege 1t will be to have
a Set of [fraelites indeed about us, always re-
minding us of the Folly of any {uch cowardly
D:fign, and of the mtolerable Mifery we fhall
rn into, if we fall, in the leat, fhort of the
promifed Land,

More might be faid on this Particular,
did not the Limits of a Difcourfe, of this Na-
ture, oblige me to haften to give a

Third Reafon, mentioned by the Wifc Man
mn the Text, why Two are better thon Oue
namely, becaufe they can fecure each other
trom Enemies without. Aud if Oue prevail
againft him, yet Two jhall witbfland  bim
aid & Threefold Cord is not quiclly broken.

Hitherto
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Hitherto we have confidered the Advan.
tages of Religious Societies, as a great Pre.
fervative againft falling (at leaft dangeroufly
falling) into Sin and Lukewarmnefs, and tha
too, from our own Corruptions. But wha
{ays the Wife Son of Sirach 2 My Son, wha
thow gocff to ferve the Lord, prepare thy
Soul for Temptation : And that not only from
inward, but outward Foes ; particularly from
thofe two grand Adverfaries, the Hurid and
the Devs/.  For no fooner will thine bye
be bent Heaven-ward, but the former will be
immediately diverting it another Way, tclling
thee thou needeit not be fignlor in orde
to be relizions, that one may be a Chriflio:
without going fo much out of the Coinii
Road.

Nor will the Devi/ be wanting mn his ait
ful Infinuations, or Zimpious Suggeftions to d
vert or terrify thee from prefling forwards
that thon mayeft lay bold on the Crown g
Life: Ard if he cannot prevail this Way
he will try another; and m order to mak
his Temptation the more undifcerned, bu
withal more fuccefstul, he will employ per
haps fome of thy nearcft Relatives, or mok
powerful Friends (as he fet Peter on o
blefled Mefter) who will always be bidding
thee fpare thnfelf 3 telling thee thou needel
not take fo much Puamns, that 1t s not 10
difficult a Matter to get to Heaven as fom:
People would make of it, nor the Way B
Ralrow as others imagine 1t to be,

B
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. But fee here the Advantage of Religious
- Company ; for fuppofing thou findeft thyfelf
thus furrounded on every Side, and unable
to withftand fuch hberrid (though {feemingly
ﬁ*;'g;gdf_y) Counfels, bafte away to thy Compa-
nions, and they will teach thee a truer and
better Leffon 3 they will tell thee, that thou
muft be fingular it thou wilt be religious 3
and that 1s 1s as impoflible for a Chriftian, as
for a City fet upon an Hill, to be hid: That
if thou wilt be an almgfft Chriftian (and as
oood be none at all) thou mayeft live in the
iame idle, indifferent Manner, as thou feeft
moft other People do: But if thou wilt be not
only almaft, but altogetber a Chriffian, they
will inform thee thou muft go a great deal
farther : That thou muft not only faintly
feck, but earnelfly frive to enter in at ibe
firait Gate: That there 1s but Orze Way to
Heaven as formerly, wiz. through the nar-
row Paffage of a found Converfion: And that
in order to bring about this mighty Work,
thou muft undergo a conftant, but neceffary,
Difcipline of Fafting, Watching and Prayer.
And that, therefore, the only Reafon why
thefe Friends give thee fuch Advice 1s, be-
caule they are not willing to take fo much
Pains themfelves; or, asour Savicur told Pefer
on a like Ocrafion, hecaufe they feveur mnot
the Things that be of God, but the Things that
be of Men.
“This, then, is another excellent Blefling a-
ning from Religious Sociery, that Friends can
hereby fecure each other from thofe that op-

pofe
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pofe them. The Devil is fully fenfible of this,
and therefore he has always done his utmof
to fupprefs, and put a Stop to the Comiu.
nion of Saints. 'This was his grand Artifice
at the firft planting of the Gofpel ; to perfe.
cute the Profeflors of it, in order to feparate
them. Which though God, as he always
will, over-ruled for the bettér; vyet it fhews
what an Enmity he has againft Chriftians qf.
fembling themfelves together 5 nor- has he yet
Jeft off his old Stratagem ; 1t being his ufui
Way to entice us by ourfelves, 1n order to tempt
us; where, by being deftitute of one anc.
ther’s Helps, he hopes to lead us Captive as bi;
Will.

But, on the contrary, knowing how his own
Intereft 1s ftrengthened by Society, hé would
firft perfuade us to negle¢t the Communion of
Saints, and then bid us fand in the Way of
Sinners, hoping thereby to putus into the Seat
of the Scornful. Fudas and Peter are melan-
choly Inftances of this. The former had no
fooner left his Company at Supper, but he
went out and betrayed his Mafter : And the
difimal Downfal of the latter, when he would
venture himfelf amongft a Company of Ene-
mies, plainly fhews us what the Devil will
endeavour to do, when he gets us by our-
felves. Had Peter kept his own Company,
he might have kept his Integrity ; but a figl
Cord, alas! how quickly was 1t broken? Our
Blefled Saviour knew this full well, and there-
fore 1t 1s very obfervable that he always fent

out his Difeiples Two and Twn.
And
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And now, after fo many Advantages to be

' vcaped from Religious Society, may we not very

i witly cry out with the Wife Man in my Text,

et
k
1

L
L[l
1

Wa be to bim that is alone s for when be falleth,

- be bath not anotver to lift him up! When he is
* ¢ild, he hath not a Friend to warn him 3 when

. he is affaulted, he hath nota Jecond to help him
- o withftand his Enemy,

I now come to my Zhird general Head, un-

der which was to be fthewn the {everal Duties

mcumbent on every Member of a Religious
Society, as {uch, which are Three. — Firft,

~mutnal Reproof 5 Secondly, mutual Exbortation s

Thirdly, mutual offifting and defending each other,

Firlt, Mutual Reproof. Two are better than

one 5 for when they fall, the One will lift
up bis fellow,

Now Reproof may be taken either in 2 more
extenfive Senfe, and then it fignifies our raifing
2 Brother by the gentleft Means, when he falls
mto Sin or Etror: Or, in a more reftrained
Signification, as reaching no farther than thofe
little Mifcarriages, which unavoidably happen
in moft holy Men living.,

The Wife Man, in the Text, fuppofes all of
us fubject to both : For when they fall, {ays he
(thereby implying that each of us may fall)
te One will lift up bis Fellow. From whence
We may infer, that when any Brother is over-
laken with a Fault, be that is [piritual (that is,
iegenerate, and knows the Corruption and

Q Weaknefs
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Weaknefs of Human Nature) ought to reftors
[fuch a one in the Spirit of Meeknefs : And why
he fhould o fo, the Apoftle fubjoins a Reafon,
confidering ihyfelf, left thou alfo be tempted : i.e
confidering thy own Frailty, ]ei’c t:hou al{o fall
by the like Temptation.
We are all frail unftable Creatures; and it is
merely owing to the Free Grace and good Pro.
gidence of God that we run not into the fame Ex.
cefs of Riot with other Men. Every offending
Brother, therefore, claims our Pify rather than
our Refeniment, and each Member fhould ftrive
who fthould be moft forward, as well as moft
oentle, in reftoring him to his former State.
But fuppoling a Perfon not to be svertaken,
but to fall wilfully into a Crime; yet who ar
thou that denieft Forgivenels to thy offending
 Brother? Let bim that fandeth take beed left ke
fell. Take ye, Brethren, the holy Apoftlesas
eminent Examples for you to learn by, how
you ought to behave in this Matter, Confider
how quickly they joined the right Hand of
Fellowthip with Pezer, who had fo wilfully
denicd his Mafter : for we find Fobr and him
together but two Days after, Fobn xx. 2. And
Verfe 19, we find him affembled with the reft
5o foon did they forgive, {o foon affociate with
their finful, yet relenting, Brother: Les us g

and do Likewife. |
- But there is another Kind of Reproof incum-
bent on every Member of a Religious Sociely:
namely, agentle Rebuke for fome Mifcarriage o
oikery <wbich though not alfually finful, yet wey
pecome the Qcegfion of Sin,  This indeed feemsa
MOr:
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- iote eafy, but perhaps will be found a more
.+ difficult Point than the former: For when a
* Perfon has really finned, he cannot but own
" his Brethren’s Reproof to be juft; whereas
L when it is only for fome little Mifconduct, the
¥ ' Pride that is in our Natures will {carce fuﬁ’er us
- 1o brook it.  But however ungrateful this Pill
E may be to our Brother, yet (if we have any
E- Concern for his Welfare) it muft be admini-
. fired by fome friendly Hand or other, By all
E means then let 1t be applied ; only, like a ﬂ{il-
- ful Phyfician, gild o’er the ungrateful Medi-
- cine, and endeavour, if pofﬁble, to deceive thy
' Brother into Health and Soundnefs. ZLet alf
- Bitternefs, and Wrath, and Malice; and evil
: [peaking be put away from it. Let the Patient
- know his Recovery is the only Thing aim’d art;
. that thou delighteft not caufele/sly o grieve thy

b Brother, and then thou can’ﬁ not want Suc-
‘ cels,

E Mutual Exbortation 1s a fecond Duty refulting
- from the Words of the Text. Arain, if
Two lie together, then they have Heat,

Obferve, here again, the Wife Man fup-
poles it as impoflible for Religious Perfons to
.meet together, and not to be the warmer for
.ach other’s Company, as for two Perfons to
die in the fame Bed, and yet freeze with Cold.
But now, how isit poffible to communicate
gHeth to each other, without mutually firring
p the Gift of God Wthh s 1n us, by bmtherly
ib:hortauoﬁ Let every Memb:..r, then, of a

O 2 :{L fzgzcm
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Religious Seciety write that zealous Apoftlels
Advice on the Tables of his Heart ; See that 5
"~ exhort, and provoke one another to Love, and to good
Works 5 and fo much the more asyou fee the Day of
the Lord approaching. Believe me, Brethren, we
have need of Exhortation te rouze up our fleepy
Souls, to {et us upon our Watch againfl the
Temptations of the World, the Flefb, and th
Devils- to excite us to renounce ourfelves, to
take up our Croffes, and follow our Blefied
Mafter, and the glorious Company of Saints
and Martyrs, who thre® Faiih have fought the
good Fight, and are gone before us to inberit the
Promifes. A third Part; therefore, of the
Time wherein a Religions Society meets, feems
neceffary to be {pent in this important Duty:
For what avails it to have our Underftandings
- enlightened by pious Reading, unlefs our Wills
are at the fame Time inclined, and enflamed
by mutual Exhortation, to put it in Pradtice’
Add this, that this 1s the beft Way both to re-
ceive and impart Light ; and the only Means
to preferve and increafe that Warmth and Hea
which each Perfon firft brought with him:
God {o ordering this, as all other Spiritual Gifts
ghat, to bim that baib, i. e. 1mproves and com:
municates what he hath,. fhall be given; bul
from biin that bath not, 1. e. does not 1IMprove
the Heat he hath, fball be taken away even th
which be [eemed to have. So needful, fo -
{fentially neceffary, is Exhortation to the good
of a Society.
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 Jhirdly and Laffly, The Text points out
. another Duty incumbent on every Mem-
: ber of a Religious Society, viz. to defend
cach other from thofe that do oppofe them.
And if One prevail againfp bim, yet Two
fball withftand bim 5 and a Tbree-fold Cord
75 B0t quickly broken.

. Here the Wife Man takes it for granted that
v Offences will come, nay, and that they may
E grevei) too @ And this 1s no more than our Blef~
ko0 Mafter has long fince told vs. Not, in-
“deed, that thete is any Thing in Chriftianity
¢ itfelf that has the leaft Tendency to give rife
't0, or promote fuch Offences: No, on the
- contrary, it breathes nothing but Unity and
Love,

But {o it 1s, that ever fince the fatal Sentence
-pronounced by God, after our firft Parents
s Yall, viz, I will put Enmity between thy Seed,
1and ber Seed 3 He that is born after the Flefb,
‘that 15, the unregenerate, unconverted Sinner,
‘has, n all Ages, perfecuted him that is born af-
lter the Spirit : and fo it always will be. Ac-
cordingly we find an early Proof given of this
1n the Inftance of Cain and Abel 5 and of Ifh-
mael and Ifaac 5 of Facob and Efan afterwards.
And, indeed, the whole Bible contains litile
elfe but an Hiftory of the great and continued
Oppofition between the Children of this World
and the Children of God. The firft Chriftians
were remarkable Examples of this; and tho’

thofe troublefome Times, blefled be God, are
nNOw
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now over, yet the Apoftle has laid it down y;
a general Rule, and all that are fincere, e
experimentally prove the Truth of it, Thy
they that will live godly in Chrift Fefus muft (t
the End of the World, in fome Degree o
other) fuffer Perfecution. 'That, therefore, thi
may not make us defert our Blefled Mafter’
Caufe, every Member fhould unite their Forces
in order to ftand againftit; And for the better
effeCting this, each would do well, from Time
to Time, to communicate his Experience,
Grievances, and Temptations, and beg hi
Companions (firtt afking God’s Affiftance, with.
out which all is nothing) to adminifter Re.
proof, Exhortation, or Comfort, as his Caf
requires : So that if One cannot prevail againf
it, yet two fhali withftand it; and a Three-foli,

much lefs a many-fold, Cord will not be quick}
broken.

But it i1s Time for me to proceed to the
Fourth general Thing propofed, viz. to
draw an Inference or two from what ha
been faid. |

And Firft; then, if Two are better than On,

and the Advantages of Religions Society are
many, and fo great; then it is the Duty o
every true Chriftian to fet on foot, eftablilh,
and promote; as much as in him lies, Sociefe
of this Nature. And I believe we may venture
to affirm, that if ever a Spirit of true Chriftianty
18 revived in the World, it muft be brought
about by fome fuch Mcans as this, Motives,
furely, cannot be wanting, to {tir us up to this

coMi-
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iﬁommendable and neceflary Undertaking: For,
Eloranting all hitherto advanced to be of no
iil*orce, yet methinks the fingle Confiicration
' hat great Part of our Happmefs in Heaven
b will confilt in the Gommunion of Saints; or that
% sthe Intereft as well as Piety of thole Se&arlﬁs
ithoe differ from us, is firengthened and fup-
ported by nothing more than their frequent
‘ Meetings 5 either of thefe Confiderations, I.
iy, one would thml«:, fhould induce us to do
tour utmoft to copy after their gaod Example,

and fettle a lafting and pious Communion of the
sz‘s on Earth. Add to this, that we find

ithe Kingdom of Darknefs eftablithed daily by
uch like Means ; s and fhall not the Kingdom
kof Chrift be {et in Oppofition againtt it? Shall

ithe Children of Belial affemble and ftrengthen
feach other in Wickednefs ; and fhall not the
iChildren of God unite, and ftrengthen them-
Hielves in Piety ? Shall Societies on  Sacieties be
bcountenanced for Midnight Revellings, and
the promoring of Vice, and fcarcely one be
flound 1ntended for the Propagation of Virtue?
speaftonithed, O Heavens, at this !

- But this leads me to a Second Inference,
. namely, to warn Perfons of the great
Danger thofe are in, who either by their
Subfcriptions, Prefence, or Approbation,

promote Societzes of a quite oppofite Na-
ture to Religion.

And here I would not be underftood to
nean only thofe publick '\/Ieetmgs which are
chgned manifeftly for nothing elfe but Revel-
| hings
| 1
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lings and Banquetings, for Chambering ang
Wa antonnefs, and at which a modeft Heatbg,;
would bluth to be prefent ; but alfo thofe feem.
ingly innecent Entertainments and Meetmgs
which the Politer Part of the World are {5
very fond of, and {pend {o much Time in:
But which, notwithftanding, keep as many
Perfons out of a Senfe of True Religion, as In.
temperance, Debauchery, or any other Crime
whatever, Indecd, whilt we are in thi
World, we muft have proper Relaxations, t
fit us both for the Bufinefs of our Profeffion
and Religion. But then, for Perfons who cill
themfelves Chriftians, that have folemnly vow'd
at their Baptifm, to renounce the Vanities of
this finful World that are commanded in
Scripture to abstain fmﬂz all Appearance of Evi
- and 1o bave their Converfation in Heaven, Ko
fuch Perfons as thefe to fupport meetings, thi
(to fay no worfe of them) are vain and tuifling
and have a natural Tendency to draw off ow
Minds from God, is abfurd, ridiculous, and
finful. Surely Two are not éez‘ter than One in
this Cafe. No it’s to be withed there was not
one to be found concerned in it. The foan|
we forfake the coffembling ourfelves together n
fuch a Manner, the bétter; and no Matter
how quickly the Cord that holds fuch Societies
(was 1t a thoufand Fold) 1s broken.

But you, Brethren, have not{o learnt Chrif:
But on the contrary, like true Difciples of
your Lord and Mafter, have, by the Blefling
ot God (as this EVGI']IWT S Solemmty abundantl
temﬁcc) happily 101med yourfelves into | dr‘h

Qampﬁrf
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@ciet:es, which if duly attended on, and im-

rovcd cannot but ftrengthen you in your

PChnftisn Warfate, and make you fruitful in
L y0ry good Word and Work.

'*I What remains for me to do, but as was
mpofed in the latt Place, to clofe up what
s been faid, in a Word or Two, by Way of
& xhortation fromi the whole, and  to befeech
ou, in the Name of our Lord Fefus Chrift, to
tbo on in the Way you have begun ;5 and by a
';f on{’mt confcientious Attendance on your re-
.‘ﬁ pe&we Societies, to difcountenance Vice, en-

euracre Virtue, and build each other up i the
: Mlpdge and Feer of God.

; ¢ Only permit me to flir up your pure Minds,
y Way of Remembrance; and to exhort you,

i/ there be any Confolation in Chrift; any Fellow-
Vip of the Spirit, again and again, to confider,
ghat as all Chriftians in ceneral, fo all Mem.
bers of Religious Sacitties in pdl‘thUl’tl‘ are 10
nefpecml Manner, as Houfes built upon an
Hill; and that cherefore it highly concerns you
o walk circumfpetily towards thofe that are
yithout, and to fake beed to yourfelves, that your
Lzz verfation, in common Life, be as hecometh
lich an open and peculiar Profeffion of the Gof-
) of Chrift : Knowing that the Eyes of al
len are upon you, narrowly to mfpc& every
lircumftance of your Behaviour ;- and that
very notorious wilful Mifcarriage of any fingle

Ylember will, in fome Meafure, redound te

| Scandal and Dl{hOHOHI' of your whole Fra-
rnity.

‘ P Lﬁb@llr,
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Labour, therefore; my beloved Brethren,
let your Praftice correlpond to your Profeflin:
And think not that it will be fufficient for yoy
to plead at the laft Day, Lord, have we no

aflembled ourfelves together iz z‘by Name, an{

enlivened each other, by finging Pfalms s
Hymnss and Spiritual Songs ¢ For, verily, |
{ay unto you, notwithftanding this, our Blefld
Lord will bid you depart from bim 5 nay, thy
you fhall recerve a greater Damnation, 1f, nth
Midft of thefe great Pretenfions, you are found
to be Workers of Iniquity.

But God forbid that any fuch Evil thould be.
fal yous that there fhould be ever a Fuds,
ever a Traitor amongft fuch diftinguifhed Fol
lowers of our Commmon Mafter. No, on th
contrary, the Excellency of your Rules, the
Regularity of your Meetings, and more elp:
cially your pious Zeal in affembhng in fuch:
publick and folemn Manner, {o frequently in th
Year, perfuade me to think that you are willin
not barely to feem, but to be in Reality, (I Chi
ftians 3 and hope to be found at the Laf Ds
what you weuld be efteemed now, viz. Hdl;
Sincere Difciples of a Crucified Redeemer.

Oh, may you always continue thus minde
and make 1t your daily, conftant Endeavor
both by Precept and Example, to turn all yo
converfe with, more efpecially thofe of 30h
own Societies, into the fame moft bleffed Spr
and Temper. Thus will you adorn the Golj
of our Lord Fefus Chrift in all Things : Th
will you anticipate the Happinefs of a fut
State, and by attending on, and improw

fi
Iy




of Society in general. - 2%

be Communion of Saints on Earth, make your-
elves meet to join the Communion and Fellow-
ip of the Spirits of juft Men made perfe@, of

he Holy Angels, nay, of the Ever Blefled and
Fternal God in Heaven,

- Which God of his infinite Mercy grant, thro’
- Jefus Chrift our Lord 5 0 whom with the
Father, and the Holy Ghoft, Three Perfons,
and one Eternal God, be aftribed as is moft
aue, all Honour and Praife, Might, Ma-
Jelty and Dominion, now, and for ever.
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1 COR, vL 11.

But ye are Fuftified.

The whole Verfe runs thus: <~ 424
fuch asere fome of you; but ye
are wafbed, but ye are [antified,
but ye are juftified 1n the Name of
our Lord _7:%4! Chrift, ond by the
Sparay of our God.

PRI T has been obje@ted by fome,
O e who are fo unhappy as to dif-
, 74| fent from, nay, I may add, by
iemtall Others alfo,. who adtually are
1 ieeall Friends to the prefent Eccle-
St ool fiattical Eftablithment, That
the Minifters of the Church of England preach
themfelves, and not Chriff our Lord ; that they
entertain their People with Lefures of mere
Morality, without declaring to them the glad
Tidings of Salvation by Fefus Chrif. How
well grounded fuch an Objection may be, is

ot my Bufinefs to enquire : All T {hall fay at
prefent to the Point is this ; namely, that when-

sver fuch a grand Objection js urged agan(t the
' whole

3



3 Of Fufiifreation by Chrift.
whole Body of the Clergy in general, every
honeft Minifter of Fefus Chrift thould do his
utmoft to cut off all manner of Occafion from
thofe that défire an Occafior to take offence at
us; that'fo by hearing us continually founding
forth the Word of Truth, and declaring with
all Boldnefs and Aflurance of Faith, that there
is #o other Name given ander Heaven wherehy
- they con be faved, but that of Fefus Chriff,
they may be athamed of this their fame con.
fident Boafting againft us.

It was an Eye to this Objection, joined with
the Agreeablenefs and Delighttulnefs of the
Subjeét (for who can but delight to talk of that
which the Blefled Angels defite to look into ?)
that induced me to difcourfe a little on that
creat and fundamental Article of our Faith;
- namely, our being freely juftified from all our
Sins by the precious Blood of Fefus Chriff.  But
ye are wafbed, {ays the Apottle, but ye are
fanttified, but ye are juftified, in the Name of our
Lord Fefus Chrift, and by the Spirit of ounr
God. . |

‘The Words beginning with the Particle Buf,
have plainly a Reference to fomething that
went before 5 it may not therefore be improper,
before I defcend to Particulars, to confider the
Words, as they ftand related to the Context.
The Apoftle, in the Verfes immediately fore-
going, had been reckoning up many notorious
Sins, fuch as Drunkennefs, Adultery, Forni-
cation, and fuch like, the Commiffion of
which without a2 true and hearty Repentance,
He tells them plainly, would certainly ihut

them
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¥ em out of the Kingdom of God. But
E then, left the fincere Corinthian Converts,
o we find were once infamous for moft cr
Bt of thefe Vices, fhould either on one hand
b orow fpiritually proud, by feeing themfelves
B Jiferfrom their unconvertedBrethren, and there-
B (ore thould be tempted to fet them at nought,
nd to fay with the felf-conceited Hypocrite
bin the Prophet, Come not nigh me, for I am
Qialicr than thou; or, on the other hand, by
dlooking back on the Multitudes of their paft
i0ffences, fhould be apt to think their Sins
fwere too many and grievous to be forgiven :
iHe firft, in order to keep them humble, re-
iminds them  of their {ad Eftate before Con-
berfion, telling them in plain Terms, Such
for as it might better be read thefe things)
buere fome of you s that 15, Not only one,
but all that fad Catalogue of Vices I have
been before drawing up, fome of you were
pace guilty of 5 but then at the -fame time to
preferve them from Defpatr, behold he brings
them glad Tidings of great Joy : But ye are
Vafbed, fays he, -but ye are [anitificd, but ye
fie juftified in the Name of our Lord Fefus Chriff,
i by the Spirit of our God.

- The former part of which Text, namely,
ur being Sandified, 1 did, in fome meafure,
reat of, when I difcourfed on the Nature and
Necefity of the New Birth : 1 come now, as
ias before propofed, to enlarge on the latrer
art of it, namely, of our being freely Fufi-

o from all our Sins, by the precious Blood
No. VI, Q of

.
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of Jefus Chrift: But ye are Fupified in ihy
Naine of our Lord Fefus Chrift!

From which Words I fhall endeavour ¢
confider thefe Three Things :

- Firfl, What 1s meant by the Word fuf:.
fied.

Secondly, 1 fhall endeavour to prove, that
all Mankind 1n general, and every individuil
Perfon in particular, ftands in need of being

_;zfﬁzﬁed

Thirdly and laftly, That there is no Poffibi-
lity of obtaining this Fuflification, which we
{fo much want, butby the precious Blood of Fefu
Chrift.

Firft then, I am to confider what 15 meant

by the Word Fufified.
| But ye are Fustified, fays the Apoftle;
. which is all the fame as though he had {aid,
You have your Sins forgiven, and are looked
upon by God, as though you never had of.
fended him at all : For that 1s the Meaning
of the Word juftified, in almoft all the other
Paffages of Holy Scripture where this Word
is mentioned. Thus when this fame Apofle
writes to the Romans, he tells them, tha
whom God calls, thofe he alfo juffifies 5 that
is, forgives them their Sins: And again, fpeak-
ing of Abraban’s Faith, he tells them, that
Abrahan
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& Airobam believed on Him that justifies the Un-
B ;/ly; that is, who forgives the ungodly Man
& 1is Sins: Which Expreffion the Apoftle him-
¥ (clf explains by a Quotation’out of the Pfalms ;
B ploffed is the Man, lays he, to whom the Lord
E iiputeth no-Sin.  From all which Proofs, and
Rmany others that might be urged, it is evi-
€ dent that being 7uffified, or having our Sins
E{oraiven, are the fame as to Signification : So
ichat what the Apoftle here affirms of the Co-
inthian Converts, namely, that they were
iuffified, amounts to what all of us profefs to
fhold when we Juft now repeated our Creed,
#and each of us declared in his own Perfon, I
elicve the Forgivenefs of Sins. Which leads
fme directly to the

E Second Thing propofed, namely, To endea-
bour to prove that all Mankind 1n general,
and every individual Perfon in particular, ftands
gn need of being thus justified, or having his
Bins forgiven,

. And indeed the Apoftle fuppofes this in the
jvords of the Text: But ye are juftified, fays
b, thereby implying that the Corinthians (and
jonfequently all Mankind, there being no
Pifference, as will be thewn hereafter) ftood in
geed of being thus Juftified.
| But, not to reft in bare Suppofitions, in
by farther Enlargement on this Second Head,
lhall endeavour to prove that we all {tand .
‘need of being justified, on two Accounts :
rft, as we ftand chargeable with Original,---

Q.2 Sécandly,
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Secondly, as we have been guilty of Acy)
Sin,

And, Firft, I afirm that we all ftand j
need of being justified, as we are chargeabl;
with Orlcrmal Sin : Which, though a Pmpo
fition that may be denied by 2 felf. uitifying
Infidel, who <will not come to Chrift that )
may bave Life, and ftoop to thole Term;
God has gracioufly fettled for his Salvation;
vet can never be denied by any one who be.
lieves that St. Paxl’s Epiftles were written by
Divine Infpiration ; where we are told, thy
in Adam all diey that s, Adaw’s Sin was -
puted to all: And left we fhould forget w
make a particular Application, 1t 1s farthe
added in another Place, that there is none th
doth good (that is by Nature) no, not one:
that we are all gone out of the Way 5 namely,
of Original Righteoufnefs ; and are by Natur
the Children of Wrath. And even Dauil
who was the Man after God’s own Heart, and
it any one could, might furely plead an Ex
emption from this univerfal Corruption, ye
he confeffes that he was fbapen in Wickedne,
ond that in Sin did bis Mother conceive bin
And, to mention but one more Text, as
mediately applicable to the prefent Purpol,
St. Panl, in his Epiftle to the Remans fay
that Death came upon all Men, for the Difdl:
dience of aue Man, namely, of Adam, e
1Y tboﬁ’, fays he, (that s, little Childen
=obo bad not finned after the Similitude of Adant
Tranfgroffon 5 or, had not been guilty of actu

}!
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B Gin, and therefore could not:be punithed with
& temporal Death (which came into the World,
b asthis fame Apoftle elfewhere informs us, on-
L Iy by Sin) had not the Difobedience of our
E firft Parents been imputed to them. So that
B what has been faid on this Point feems to be
b cxcellently fummed up in the Article of our
& Church, where {he declares, “ That Original
t < Sin ftandeth not in the following of Adam,
b « but it is the Fault and Corruption of the
¢  Nature of every Man, that naturally is in-
t ¢ pendred of the Offspring of Adem; where-
{ ¢“ by Man 15 very far gone from Original
b ¢ Righteoufnefs, and is of his own Nature in-
L« clined to Evil, {o that the Flefh lufteth al-
{ “ ways contrary to the Spirit ; and therefore
““ in every Perfon born into this World it de-
-« ferveth God’s Wrath and Damnation.

I have been the more particular in treating
of this Point, becaufe it 15 the very Founda-
tion of the Chriftian Religion : For 1 am ve-
rily perfuaded, that 1t 1s nothing but a Want'
of being well grounded in the Doctrine of
Original Sin, and of the helplefs, nay I may
fay damnable, Condition each of us comes into
the World in, that makes fo many Infidels
oppofe, and fo many that call themfelves
Chriftians {fo very Lukewarm 1in their Love
and Affeltions to, Fefus Chriff. It 1s this,
and I could almoft {ay this only, that makes
Infidelity abound amongft us fo much as it
does : For, alas! we are miftaken 1f we ima-
aine that Men myw commence eor continue
Infidels, and fet up corrupted Reafon 1n Oppo-

friion
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fition to Revelation, merely for want of Eyi.
dence, (for I believe it might eafily be proved,
that a modern Unbeliever is the moft credu.
Tous Creature living ;) No, it is only for want
of an humble Mind, of a Senfe of their Ori.
ginal Depravity, and an Unwillingnefs to own
themfelves {o depraved, that nakes them fo
obftinately thut their Eyes againft the Light
of the Glorious Gofpel of Chrift. Whereas on
the contrary, were they but once pricked to
the Feart with a due and lively Senfe of thei
natural Corruption and Liablenels to Con-
demnation, we fhould have them no mor
fcofhing at Divine Revelation, and looking on
it as an lIdle Tale; but they would cry out
with conviéted Paul, ---- Loid, IWhat wonlde}
thoy have me to do? or, with the trembling
Jailer, on a like Occalion, Men and Brethien,
What fhall we do to be foved 2 It was an
Error in this Fundamental Point, that made
fo many refift the Evidence the Son of God
himfelf gave of his Divine Miflion, when he
tabernacled amongft us. Every Word he fpake,
every Action he did, every Miracle he wrought,
proved that he came from God. And why
then did fo many harden their Hearts, and
would not believe his Report?  Why he him-
felf informs us, when he tells us, they will
n0t come 1o me that they may have Life : they
will obftmately ftand out againft thofe Means
God has appointed for their Salvation : And
Saint Paul tells us, that if the Gofpel be hid,
it 15 bid to thew that are loft : In whom th:
God of this Woild bath blinded the Minds

of
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af them which believe not, lest the Lrgi,a: of
E the Glorious Gofpel of Chrift, who is the

]mge of God, ﬂ:azc/d Jhine upen them, —————s
e 2 Cor. 4. 3 4

L But to return from this Digreflion, which
k 1 could not very well avoid makmg It it be.
E ofked, How it fuits with the Divine Good-
¥ nefs to impute the Guilt of one Man’s Sin to
Ean innocent Pofterity? 1 fhould think it fuf-
E ficient to make ufe of the Apoftle’s Words :
Nﬂ' but. O Many, Who art thou that veplief a-
ﬂz;zﬂ God ¢ Shall the Thing formed fay to bim
tbat formed it, Why baft thon made me thus ¢
£But, to come to a more dire¢t Reply,
B Perfons would do well to confider, that in this
birt Covenant God made with Man, Adam
fted as a Publick Perfon, as the common
EReprefentative of all Mankind, and confe-
pquently  we muft ftand or fall with him.
piiad he continued in his Obedience, and not
peaten the forbidden Fruit, the Benefits of that
fObedience  would doubtlefs have been im-
puted to us @ But fince he did not perfift in
1t but broke the Covenant God made with
Ihim, and us in him; Who dares charge the
Righteous Judge of all the Earth wich Inju-
Huce, for imputing that to us alfo? But I fhall‘
have an Occafion, by and by, to vindicate the
Divine Proceedmg i this Point more particu-
urly 5 and therefore I chufe to wave all farther
Confideration of it in this Place, and proceed

fo the other Thing propofed under this Second
peneral Head namel Y,

2. 1o
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2. 'To endeavour to prove, That we all ftang
in need of being jusFified, not only as we ar
chargeable with Original, but-as we ftand con.
victed of Actual Sin.

That God, as he made Man, has a Righ
alfo to demand his Obedience, I fuppofe, is3
Truth no one will deny: That he hath alfy
oiven us both a natural and a written Law,
whereby we are to be judged, cannot be
queftioned by any one who believes Saint
Paul’s Epittle to the Romans to be of Divine
Authority : For in this we are told of a Law
written 1n the Heart, and a Law given by
Moafes 3 and, that each of us hath broken thef;
Laws, 1s too evident from our own fad and
frequent Experience. Accordingly the Holy
Scriptures inform us, that there is #o M
which liveth and finneth noty that in mayy
Things we offend all 5 that if we fay we have
no Sin we deceive ourfelves, and {uch like.
And if we are thus found Offenders againtt
God, it follows that we ftand in need of
Forgivenefs for thus offending him; unlefs
we {uppofe God fhould enact Laws, and a
the fame.Time not care whether they are
obeyed or no; which is as abfurd as to fuppofe
that a Prince fhonld eftablith Laws for the
proper Government of his Country, and yet
let every Violater of them come off with Im-
punity. But God has not dealt fo foolifhly
with . his Creatures : No, as he gave us
Law, he demanded our Obedience to that Law,
and has obliged wus univerfally to obey it, un-
der no lefs a Penalty than incurring his Curf; .

AN
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B .nd eternal Death for every Breach of it, - For
B thus fpeaks the Scripture: Cusfed is He that
Y continuerh not in all Things that are wiitten in
this Book to do themy . as the Scripture alfo
fpuketh 1n another Pl..u:e, he Soul that fluneth,
E it pall die. Now it has already been proved
¥ that we have all of us finned 3 and therefore,
E unlefs fome Means can be found out to fatisty
E God’s Juftice, we muft perith eternaily.
i Let us here then ftand a while and fee in
8 what 2 deplorable Condition each of us comes
E nco the World, and ftill continues, ‘*till we
f are put into a State of Grace: For furely no-
® thing can well be fuppofed more deplorable
f than to be born under the Curfe of God ; to
B be charged with Original Guilt, and not only
E 0, but to be convicted as actual Breakers of
God’s Law, the leaft Breach of which juftly
f deferves Eternal Damnation.  Surcly ‘this can
k be but a melancholly Profpect to view our-
 felves in, and muft put us upon contriving
 fome ans whereby we may fatsfy and ap-
poafe our offended  Judge, . But Wh:lt muft
ythot2 Means be ? fhall we repent?  Alas!
Ethm s not oné Word mentioned about Res
pentance 1n the firft Covenant: The Day that
t}w cetefp theredf, fays God, thou ﬂ.wli Jurely
De So that, if God be true, unlels there be
fome Way found out to hmfy s Juftice, we
ot perith 3 and there is no room left for us
0 expect a-Change of Mind in God, though
we thould feck it with Tears. Well then, if
Repentance will not do, fhall we plead the
Law of Works? Alas! By the Law fhell no

K Man
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Main living be juftified : For by the Law comes i),
Knowledge of Sin. It 15 that which convig;
and condemns, and therefore can by no meap
acquit, much lefs juftify us, Wherewith the
fhall we come before the Lord, and bow down j.
fore the moft bigh God 4 In order to procure the
Forgivenefs of our Sins? Shall we come befsr:
bim with Galves of a Year old, with thoufonds f
Rems, or ten thoufands of Rivers of 0ilf
~ Alas! God bas fhewed thee, O Man, that 1his
i/l not avail. For he hath declared, 7w
take no Bullock out of thy Houfe, nor He-Gun
out of thy Fold: For all the Beaftsof the Foreft ar
mine, and fo are the Cattle upon a thoufand Hill
Will not the Lord then be pleafed to accept o
Firft-born for our Tranfgreffion, the Fruit of o
Bodies for the Sin of our Souls 2 Even this will not
purchafe our Pardon: For He has declared
that the Children fball not bear the Iniquities of
their Parents. Belides, they are Sinners, and
therefore, being under the fame Condemm
‘tion, equally fland in need of F orgivenel;
with ourfelves. They- are impure, and wil
the Lord accept the Blind and Lame for Sacri
fice? O wretched Men that we are! Who [bdl
deliver us from this Body of Death? why |
thank God, our Lord Tfefus Chriff, Which

naturally lends me to

The Third general Thing propofed, which
was to endeavour to prove, That there is no

Poflibility of our obtaining this Fufificatis
which we fo much want, but by the precic

Blood of our Lord Jefus Chnft : But ye ar
. ufifia
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b fified in the Name of our Lord Jefus Chrift.
& But this having been in {fome meafure proved
¢ by what has been -faid under the foregoing
¥ Head, wherein I have fhewn that neither our
B Repentance, Works, or Sacrifices cou'd pof-
B (ibly take away, or make an Attonement for
E our Sins’; nothing remains for me to do under
¢ this Head, but to fhew that the Death of e-
L fus Chrift has done it for us. |
t  And here I fhall fill have recourfe to zhe
¢ Low and the Teftimony.  For after all the moft
- {ubtle Difputations on either fide, nothing but
" the lively Oracles of God can give us any Satif-
' faction in this momentous Point: it being fuch
: an inconceiveable Myftery, that the Eternal,
only-begotten Son of God fhould die for fintul
. Mun, that we durit not have prefumed fo much
as to have thought of it, had not God revealed
| itin his Holy Word. It 1s true, Reafon may
- fhew us the Wound, but Revelation only can
lead us to the Means of our Cure. And tho’
the Method God has been pleafed to take to
put us in 2 Way of being happy, may beto th&
Infidel 2 Stumbling-Block, and to the wife Opi-
mator and Difputer of this World Foolifbnefs ;
yet Wifdoin, that 15, the Difpenfation of our
Redemption, will be juftified or approved of
and {ubmitted to &y all her truly wile and

holy Children, by every fincere and honclt
Chriftian.

o L ™

T G YT 1 TR

Bat to come more directly to the Point be-
fore us,  Two Things, as was before obferved,
R 2 we
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we wanted, i order to make our Peace wit)
God,

1. To be freed from the Guilt of Origingl
Sin: And,

2. From that Punithment we had moft Juftly
deferved for our actual Breaches of God‘s Law,
And both thefe (Thanks be to God for this un.
[peakable Gift) are abundantly {ecured to us by

the Death and Paffion of Fefus Chriff. For
what fays the Scripture ?

1. As to the firft, or our being freed from
the Guilt of Ormlml Stnn, —.1t informs us, that
as in Adam all dze, eves jb in Chrift fhall all b
smade alive,  And again, As by ithe Difobedienc:
of one Man, or by one Tranfgreflion, namely,
that of Adam, many were made Sinners, [o b
the Obedience of one, Jefus Chrift, many were
made Righteous.  And again, As by the Dif-
ebedicirce of one Mo, j‘zm’ rinent came upoi Gl
Men, into Conderenationy that 15, All Men
were condemned, on having Aden’s Sin. in:
puted to thems fo by the Obedience of one, thu
15 Jefus Chnft, the Free Gift of Pardon and
Peace came upon all Men unto Fuftification o
Life. Which by the way ciears up (as I pro-
mifed to do before) that feeming Difagreement

etween God’s Attributes, i umputing Adair's
Sin to us, (namely, his Juftice and Mercy)
and wholly take off that Imputation of Injuftice,
which wicked and uncrodly Men would blafphe-

moully caft upon the Righteous Judge of all i
Earth,



' Of Fuftifcation by Choift. 13
Earth. Had God indeed 1mputed Adam’s Sin

o his innocent Pofterity, and left them to
o perifh in it : Had he looked upon and punifh-
E ed them all as Stnners, without providing
E them a Saviour, we might perhaps have had
" fome Pretence to complain of his Severity,
i though we could not even then but acknow-
' Jedge his Juftice in the Punifhment of Sin.
| But fince He has not dealt with us after our
. Deferts, wor rewarded us according to our Ini-
. quity ; Since the fame Revelation acquaints us,
that As in” Adam ol die, even fo in Chrift
 foell all be made alive: Since the fame God
' that informs us that Death came even upon thofe
' who bad not finned afier the Similitude of Adam’s
Tranfgreffion, declares likewife, ~ that He that
believeth and is baptized [hall be faved, or put
into a State of Salvation : I fay, fince thefe
Things are fo, what Reafon have {fuch Worms
s we to quarre]l with the Moft High God?
Doubtlefs no more than a condemned Criminal
has to find Fault with his Judge for condemn-
ing him for breaking the Law, only that he
might give him the Pleafure of a Reprieve.
No; as for God, his Ways are perfect, and
his Dealings with his Creatures are boly, just
and good 5 and as 1 all his Difpenfations, fo
more efpecially in our Recovery from our fal-
len Eftate by the Death of Fefus, we may
witly fay, Mercy and Tristh hove met together,

Righteoufnefs and Peace have kifled each other.
But,

2. Pardon
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2, Pardon for our altual Tranfgreflion of
God’s Law was another Thing which we want.
ed to have {ecured to us, betore we could le

at Peace with God. And this the Holy Scrip.
tures inform us 1s abundantly done by the
Death of Fejus Chrift.  The Evangelical Pro.
phet foretels, that the promifed Redecmer
fthould be wounded for our Tranfgreffions, aul
bruifed for our Iniquities: that the Chaftifeient
of our Peace fhould be wupon bim 3 and that
his Stripes we fhould be healed, Ifaiah 573, 6,
The Angel at his Birth fays, that he fhould
fave bis People from their Sinss And St
Paul declares, that this 1s a faithful Saying,

and worthy of all Acceptation, that Fefu
Chrift came inio the World to fave Sinners: And
here 1 the Words of the Text, fuch (or, i
I oblerved before, hefe Things) were fome of
voy 5 but ye are wafbed, &c. —— And Sun
Peler, lludmcr to the aforementioned Paffage
of Jfaiuh, teflifics of Chrift, that His cun
felf bave our Sins in his owrn Baa{y on the Tre,
that wwe being dead to Siny fhould live unto Righ
teonfiefs 5 by whafe Siripes, {ays he, ye an
bealed, 1 Pet. 2. 24. And 1n another Place,
the fame Apoitle fays, Neither is theve Sol
vaiicih in any other s for there is wone ofhi
Nuine wnder Heaven crven ameng Mei, whords
we muft be fm:m’ but the Name of 7¢fus
Chriff, Acts 4. 12

How God will be p]eniad to deal with the
(entiles, who yet fit i Darknefs and in fit
Svadow of Deaiby and on whom the Sun o
Riohteoutnefs never vet arofe, 1s not for us ©

enquit.
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‘ euquue [7hat bave we to do fo juage thef?
' that are without 2 To God’s Mucy let us
¢ ecommend them, and wait for a Solution of
¢ this Point °till the Great Day of” Accounts,
+ when all God’s Difpenfations, both of Provi-
- dence and Grace, will be fully cleared up, by
- Methods to us, it may be, at prefent un-
- known, becmfe Unrevealed. However, this
. we know that the Fudge of all the Earth will,
- molt affuredly, do right. But it 1s time for me
. to draw towards a Conclufion,
. [ have now then, Brethren, by the Blefling
‘ . of God, difcourfed on the Words of the Text
in the Method I propofed ; and have in as
;plun a manner as I coull, fhewn you what
i is meant by the Word 7%, ?zy‘z"m' that 1t {igni-
ﬁes our having our Sins forgiven : and have
o in fome meafure proved “that we all ftand
Lin need~of being thus jufified, as we are
' chareeable with Ormm and have been guil-
ty of Actval Sin: An laftly, that nothing
E_but the precions Blood of Fefus Chrift has,

~or can procure this meftimable Privilf‘.ge tor
s,

r

Many ufefu] Inferences might be drawn
fom what has been delivered 3 but as T have
agetined you I fear too long .:Lheady, permit

me oniy to make a Reflection or two cn what
has been faid, and I have done.

If then we are freely jufiificd iby the Death
of Fefus Chiift, let us here pq.ufe a while ;
and as before we refleCted on the Mifery, let

5 now turn afide and admire the Happinefs
r
of Man, But, alas! How am I loft, to think

that
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that God the Father, when we were 1In a Stata
of Enmity by original, and of Rebellio
by our affual Sins, fhould notwithftanding
yearn in his Bowels towards us his fallen, hi
apoftate Creatures : and becaufe nothmcr but
an 1infinite Ranfom could fatisfy an mﬁmtel}
offended Juftice, fhould fend his only and
dear Son Fefus Chrift (who is God bleffed for
ever, and who had lain in his Bofom from i
Eternity) to die a curfed, painful, ignomini.
ous Death, for us and for our Salvation! ()
who can avoid crying out, on the Confider:.
tion of this great Myftery of Godlinefs, —

O the Depth of the Riches of God’s Loue to
us his wretched, miferable, undone Creatures!
How mzﬁ’zzrcimble 15 bis Mercy, and his Loving
Kindnels past finding out! Now know we of 2
Truth, 0 God, that thou haft loved us, fie
thou bzzﬂ wot with-held thy Son, thy only Son Jefus
Chrift, from thus dying for us.

But as we admire the Father fending, lu
us likewife humbly and thankfully adore the
Son coming, when {ent, to die for M,
But alas! What Thoughts can conceive, wha
Words exprefs the infinite. Greatnefs of tlnt
unparalleled Love, which drew the Son ¢
God down from the Manfions of his Fathels
Glory to die for finful Man! The Feus
when he only fhed a Tear at poor Lazaruss
Funeral, faid, Bebold how be loved him : Hov
much more juftly then may we cry out, B
bold how be loved us, when he did not {parc (0
fhed not only a Tmr, but his own preciois
Blood for us'! .

A
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¢ And can any poor returning Sinner, after
£ this, defpair of Mercy 7 What, can they fee
¥ their Saviour hanging on a Tree, with Arms
E (retched out to embrace them, and yet, upon
E their true Repentance, doubt of finding Ac-
i cepance with him? No, away with all fuch
g dilhonourable, fuch defponding Thoughts.-----
8 Look on his Hands, bored with Pins of Iron s
ook on his Side, pierced with a cruel Spear,
Fon purpofe to unloofe the Sluices of his Blood,
dand open @ Fountain for Sin, and for Uncizan-
biefs 3----- And then defpair of Mercy if you
ecan!  No, do but leave thofe Sins he came
ko die fors Do not crucify bim afrefb, and
Bout him again fo gpen Shame, by leading wick -
ed, lukewarm, ungodly Lives: In fhort, do
jbut labour to attain that Holinefs, without
w!&icb no Man fball fee the Lord; and then
ﬁz‘/;azfgfa your Sins be as Scarlet, yet fhall they be
ar Wool s though they be as Crimfon, yet foali
??Jﬂy be whiter than Siow.

-

- Which God of his Infinite Mercy grant,
*’ e,

)
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' i \H E Importunity of Friends,
the Afperfions of Enemies,

the great Scarcity ‘of Sermons on
this Subje¢t among the Divines
of our own Church, and not any
overweening Conceit, I truft, of
the Worth of the Performance,
were, amongft divers othess, the
Reafons that induced me to permt

the



(1)
the Publication of this very plan
Dilcoure.

What Reception 1t may meet
with from the Publick, 1t behoves
me, for my own Sake, to be very
little concerned about. But I hum-
bly hope, that as God was pleas'd
to give 1t furprizing Succels, when
“delivered from the Pulpit, {o the
fame Gracious Being will continue
to co-operate with 1t from the
Prefs : And then, if 1t be thereby
made inftrumental towards  the
Convilting any onc Sinner, o
Confirming any one Saint, I fhall
not be folicitous about the Cenfures

that may be pafled, either on the
Simplicity



(v)
simplicity of the Style, or on the
Youth of the Author.

[ hope 1t will be permtted me
to add my hearty Withes, that
ny Reverend Brethren, the Mini-
fters of the Church of England,
if fuch an one as I may be wor~
thy to call them Brethren) would
more frequently entertain their Peo-
ole with Difcourfes of this Nature,
than they commonly do: And that
they would not, out of a fer-
ile Fear of difpleafing fome par-
ticular Perfons, fail to declare the

whole Wikl of God to their refpe-
tive Congregations, nor fuffer their

People to reft fatisfied with the
Shell




(v1)
Shell and Shadow of Religion
without acquainting them with the
Nature and Neceflity of that I
avard Holine(s, and Vital Purity of
Heart, which their Profeflion obliges

them to afpire after, and without
which no Man living can comfortably

{ee the Lord.




5 2 COR. v. 17
If any Man be 1z Chrift, he 15 a

new Creature.

Y VAR

eSS HE Dollrine of our Regeneration,

4
SATe)

e 5% or New Birth in Chris? Fefus, tho
@ one of the moft fundamental Doc-

L

)

{one) trines of our holy Religion; tho®
‘S5 {5 plainly and often preflfed to us
§in facred Writ, ¢ that he that runs may read ;"
nay, though it is the very Hinge on which the
E Galvation of each of us turns, and a Point too
tin which all fincere Chriftians, of whatever De-
Inomination, agreej yet is fo {feldom confider-
ded, and fo little experimentally undetftood by
ithe Generality of Profeflors, that were we to
fudge of the Truth of it by the Experience of
imolt who call themfelves Chriftians, we thould
ibe apt to imagine they had “ not {fo much as
theard ” whether there be any fuch thing as Re-
eneration or no. It is true, Men, for the moft
fpart, are Orthodox in the common Articles of
ftheir Creed ; they believe there 1s but one God,
ind one Mediator between God and Man, even
khe Man Chrift Fefus 5 and that there is no other
IName given under Heaven, whereby they can
pe faved, befides His: But then tell them,
They muft-be Regenerate, they muft be Born
prain, they muft be renewed in the very Spirir,
. e. 1n the inmgff Faculties of their Minds, ere
' Numb, VII, - T they
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they can truly call Chnift Lord; Lord, or have
any Share in the Merits of his precious Blood,
and they are ready to cry out with Nicodenu,
‘ How can thefe things be? Or with the
Athenians, on another Occafion, “ What wijl
¢ this Babler {fay ? He feemeth to be a Se.
 ter-forth of ftrange Doltrines, becaufe we
¢ preach unto them Chrift, and the Ney
“ Birth.”

That I may therefore contribute my Mit
towards curing the fatal Miftake of fuch Per-
{fons, who would thus put afunder what God
has infeparably joined together, and vainly ex.
pet to be juftified by Chrift, 7. e. have their
Sins forgiven, unlefs they are alfo fanctified,
7. ¢. have their Natures changed, and made
holy; I fhall beg Leave to inlarge on the
Words of the Text in the following manner.

First, I fhall endeavour to explain what i
meant by Being in Chrift,  If any Ma
be in Chrift.

Secondly, What we are to underftand by be
ing a New Creature: * If any Men be i
« Chrift, fays the Apoftle, he is a wew
““ Creature,

Thirdly, 1 fhall produce fome Argument
to prove Why we muft be #ew Creaturs
~ere we can be 7z Chrift.

Fourthly and Laftly, 1 fhall draw fome In
ferences from what will have been deliver-

ed,
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ed, and then conclude with a Word or
' two of Exhortation from the Whole,

And firf? then, T am to endeavour to explain
what is meant by this Expreflion 1n the Text,
If eny Man be in Chrift.

Now a Perfon may be faid to be in Chrif?
‘two Ways. Firft, only by an outward Pro-
fefion. And 1n thlS Senfe, every one that is
‘called a Chriftian, or baptized into Chrift’s
Church, may be faid to be in Chriff. But
that this is not the fole Meaning of the Apo- -
tle’s Phrafe now before us, is evident, becaufe
then ¢ every one that names the Name of
“ Chrift,” oris baptized nto his vifible Church,
would be a wew Creature. Which 1s notori-
oufly falfe, it being too plain, beyond all Con-
radiction, that comparatively but few of thofe
that are ¢ born of Water” are ““ born of the
“ Spirit® likewile 3 or, to ufe another {crip-
tiral Way of {peaking, many are baptized
with Water, which were never, effetually at
leatt, baptizcd with the Holy Ghott.

To be in Chiift therefore, in the full Import
of the Word, muft certainly mean fomething
more than a bare outward Profeffion, or being

alled after his Name. Far, as this famf:
AJoﬁle tells us, ““ All are not Ffraelites that

“are of Ifme[ ” 1.¢. when applied to Chri-
Ptlamty, | are not ree! Chriftians that are #o-
mnally fuch, Nay, that is {o far from being
he Cafe, that our Blefled Lord himfelf informs
8, ‘That many that have prophefied or preach-
din his Name, and in his Name caft out De-

J: - vils,

-——— -
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vils, and done many wonderful ‘Works, fhy]
notwithftanding be difmiffed at the laft Dy
with a ¢ Depart from me, I know you no,
““ ye Workers of Iniquity.”

[t remains therefore, that this Exprefion,
If any Man be in Chrift, muft be underftood i
a {econd and clofer Signification, viz. to be i
bim {o as to partake of the Benefits of his Suf-
ferings. 'To be i him not only by an outward
Profeffion, but by an inward Change and Pu.
rity of Heart, and Cohabitation of his Holy
Spirit.  To be 7z him {oas to be myftically
united to him by a true and lively Faith, and
thereby to receive {piritual Virtue from him, a
the Members of the natural Body do from the
Head, or the Branches from the Vine, Tobe
in him in {uch a manner as the Apoltle, fpeak-
ing of himfelf, acquaints us he knew a Perfon
wasy I knew a Man in Chriff, fays he, 4. ¢ 2
true Chriftian 3 or, as he himfelf defires to be
in Chriffy when he withes, in.his Epiftle to
the Philippicns, that he might be fqund i
pinm.

This is undoubtedly the full Purport of the
Apoftle’s Expreflion in the Words of the Text;
{o that what he fays in his Epiftle to the R«
mans about Circumcifion, may very well be
applied to the prefent Subject, wiz. That ke
is not a real Chriftian, who 1s only one a4
wardly 3 nor is that true Baptifm, which 1s on
ly outward in the Flefh. But he is a true Chr
{tian, who is one inwardly, whofe Baptifms
that of the Heart, in the Spirit, and not mert

ly in the #gicr, whole Praife is not of M,
b
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put of God. Or, as he-{peaketh in another
Place, Neither Circumcifion or Uncircumci-
fion availeth any thing of itfelf, but a zew Crea-
mre. Which amounts to what he here de-
clares in the Verfe now under Confideration,
that if any Man be truly and properly in
Chrift, he is a new Creature,

What we are to underftand by being a New
Creature, was the next and fecond general
Thing to be confidered.

And here 1t 1s evident at the firft View, that
this Expreflion 1s not to be {o explained, as
tho* there was a phyfical Change required to be
made 1n us, 7. e. as tho® we were to be reduc-
ed to our primitive Nothings, and then created
and formed again. For, {uppofing we were,
a5 Nicodemns ignorantly 1magined, to enter a
“ {fecond time into our Mother’s Womb, and
“ be born,” alas! what would it contribute
toward a rendring us {piritually #ew Creatures 2
fince that which was born of Fleth would be
Fleth ftill, 7, e. we thould be the fame carnal
Perfons as ever, being derived from carnal Pa-
rents, and confequently receiving the Seeds of
all manner of Sin and Corruption from them,
No, it only means, that we muft be {o altered
25 to the Qualities and Tempers of our Minds,
that we muit entirely forget what manner of
Perfons we once were. As it may be faid of a
Piece of Gold that was in the Ore, after it hag
been cleanfed, purified and polithed, that it is
anew Plecc of Gold: As it may be faid of a

bright
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bright Glafs, that has been covered over wy
Filth, when it 1s wiped, and {o become trgp-
{parent and clear, that it 1s° a new Glafs: Qr,
as it might be faid of Naaman, when he reco-
vered of his Leprofly, and his Fleth returned
unto him like the Flefh of a young Child, tha
he was a new Man 3 fo our Souls, tho’ ftill the
{ame as to Effence, yet are fo purged, purified
and cleanfed from their natural Drofs, Filth and
Leprofy, by the blefled Influences of the Holy

Spirit, that they may properly be faid to be

made anew.

How this glorious Change is wrought in
the Soul, cannot eafily be explained: For no
One knows the Ways of the Spirit, fave the
Spirit of God Himfelf. Not that this ought
to be any Argument againft this Dodtrine;
Hor, as our Blefled Lord obferved to Nicod:
nus, when he was difcourfing on this very
Subjett, The Wind, {ays he, bloweth where i
liftethy and thou /ymmﬁ the Sound thereof 5 bui
knoweft not whence it cometh, and whither il
“goeths and 1t we are told of natural Things,
and we underftand them not, how much lefs
ought we to wonder, if we cannot immediately
account for the invifible Workings of the Holy
Spirit 7 The Truth of the Matter 1s this: The
Dodtrine of our Regeneration, or New Birth n
Chrift Fefus, is ¢ dark and hard to be under-
{tood” by the natural Man. But that there i
really fuch a Thing, and that each of us mult
be {piritually born again, before we can enter
into the Kingdom of God; or, to keep the
" Terms made ule of in the Text, muft be new

{reae

......n-_‘
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Creatures before we can be in Chriff, 1 fhall
endeavour to fhew under my

Third general Head, in which I was to pro-
duce fome Arguments to prove, #hy we
mult be new Creatures, in order to qualify
us for being favingly in Christ,

And here one would think it fufficient to
afirm, that God himfelf, in his holy Word,
hath told us {o. For, not to mention many
Texts, that might be produced.out of the O/
Teftament to prove this Point, (and indeed, by
the way, one would wonder, how Nicodemus,
who was a Teacher in Ifrael, and who was there-
lore to inftruct the People in the fpiritual
Meaning of the Law, fhould be fo ignorant of
this grand Article, as we find he really was,
by his afking our Bleflfed Lord, when he was
prefling him on this Topic, “ How can thefe
things be?**  Surely, he could not forget how
often the Pfalmift had begg’d of God to make
him a new Heart, and renew a right Spirit with-
in him 3 as likewife, how frequently the Pro-
phets had warned the People to make them #ew
Hearts, and new Minds, and fo turn unto the
Lord their God. But not to mention thefe and
luch-like Texts out of the Old Teffament) this
Doctrine is fo plainly and often repeated in the
New, that, as I obferved before, ¢ He that
runs may read.” For what fays the great Pro-
phet and *Inftrucor of the World himfelf ?
Except @ Man (i, e, every one that is naturally *
ingendered of the Offspring of Adam) be born

again
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again of Water, and the Spirit, be cannot eny
into the Kingdom of God. And left we thoulg
be apt to flight this Affertion, and Nicodemus.
like, ‘reject the Doctrine, becaufe we canng
immediately explain, How this thing can be,
our Blefled Mafter therefore affirms it, asj
were, by an Qath, Perily, Verily, I fay um
you, or, as it may be read, I the Amen, T who
am Truth itfelf, fay unto you, that it is the
unalterable Appointment of my heavenly F.
ther, rhat unlefls a Man be born again, be ca.
not enter into the Kingdom of God.

Agreeable to this are thofe many Paffage
we meet with in the Epiftles, whete we ar
commanded to be renewed in the Spirit, i,
as was before explained, in the inmoft Facul-
ties of our Minds ; to put off the Old Ma,
which is corrupt; and to put on the Newo Mo,
which is created after God, in Righteoufnef
and true Holinefs; That O/ Things muft
pals away, and that all Things muft become
New; That we are to be {aved by the #afbing
of Regeneration, and the Remewing of the Hily
Ghoff. Or, methinks, was there no other Paf-
fage to be produced befides the Words of the
Text, 1t would be full enough, fince the Apo-
ftle therein pofitively aflirms, that 7f any Mo
vein Chrift, be is a newo Creature. .

Now what can be underftood by all thefe
different Terms of being born again, of put-
ting off the old Man, and putiing oi the new,
of being remewed in the Spirit of our Minds,
and becoming #ew Creaturesy but that Chr-

ftianity requires a thorough, real, inward
Changg

2
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- Change of Heart? Do we think thefe, and
' {uch-like Forms of fpeaking, are mere Meta-
phors, Words of a bare Sound, without any
real folid Signification ? Indeed it 1s to be fear-
ed, fome Men would have them interpreted {o 3
but, alas! unhappy Men! they are not to be
envied their Metaphorical Interpretation : It
will be well, if they do not interpret themfelves
out of their Salvation, f |
Multitudes of other Texts might be pro-
duced to confirm this fame Truth: But thofe
already quoted are {o plain and convincing,
thit one would imagine no one fhould deny
it; were we not told, ¢ There are fome, who
“ having Eyes, fee not, and Ears, hear not,
“ and ' that will not underftand with their
“ Hearts, or hear with their Ears, left they

“ thould be converted, and Chrift fhould Leal
“ them.

But I proceed to a fecond Argument to
prove, Why we mult be new Creatures, n or-
der to be rightly 7z Chrift : Anrd that fhall be
taken from the Purity of God, and the prefent
corrupt and polluted State of Man,

Now God 1s defcribed in Holy Scripture
(and I fpeak to thofe who profefs to know the
Scripture) as a Spirit 3 as a Being of fuch infi-
nite Sandtity, as to be of purer Eyes than to be-
hold Iniquity y as to be fo tranfcendently boly,
that it 1s faid the wvery Heavens are not clean in
vis Sight 5 and the Augels themfelves he chargeth
with Folly. On the other hand, AMan is de-

|B] fcribed
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{cribed (and every regenerate Perfon will find it
true by his own Experience) as a Creature alto.
oether conceived and born in Sin 5 as having no
good Thing dwelling in him ; as being carna,
[old under Sin s nay, as having a Mind which
is Enmity with God, and fuchlike. And fince
then there is {fuch an infinite Difparity, can any
one conceive, how fuch a filthy, corrupted,
polluted Wretch can dwell with an Infinitely
pure and holy God, before he is changed, and
rendered, in fome meafure, like him? Can He,
that is of purer Eyes than to bebold Iniquity,
dwell with 1t? Can He, 1s whofe Sight the
- Heavens are not clean, delight to dwell with
Uncleannefs itfelf? No; we might as well fup-
pofe Light w0 have Communion with Darkuefs
or Chrift to have Concord with Belial. Butl
"pafs on to a

- Third Argument to make good the Apoftle’s
Affertion in the Text, which fhall be founded
on the Confideration of the Nature of thit

Happinefs God has prepared for thofe that an-

feignedly love him.

To enter indeed on a minute and particula
Defcription of Heaven, would be vain and

prefumptuous, fince we are told, that Eye hath
not [cen, near Ear beard, neither hath it enter:
ed into the Feart of Man to conceive, the
Things that are prepared for the fincere Fi-
lowers of the Holy Jefus even in this Lift
much lefs in that which 1s to come. Howeve,
this:we may venture to affirm in the genexial,
| {114
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- that as God 1s a Spirit, fo the Happinels he

has laid up for hisPeople, 1s [piritual likewife;

- and confequently, unlefs our carnal Minds are

- changed, and become [piritualized, we can

~ pever be made meet to partake of that Inheri-
- ance with the Saints 1n Light,

It is'true, we may flatter ourfelves, that fup-
pofing we continue in our natural corrupt E-
ftate, and carry all our Lufts along with us, we
fhould, notwithftanding, relifh Heaven, was
God to admit us therein. And fo we might,
was it a Mabometan Paradife, wherein we were
to take our full Swing in {enfual Delights,
But fince its Joys are only fprritual, and no
unclean Thing can poflibly enter thofe blefled
Manfions, there 15 an ablolutely Neceflicy of
our being changed, and undergoing a total Re-
mvation of our depraved Natures, before we
can have any Tafte or Relith of thofe heavenly

Plcnfures.
Itis, doubtlefs, for this Reafon, that the A-

poftle declares it to be the irrevocable Decree

of the Almighty, that without Holinefs, 1. e.

without being made pure by Regeneration, and -

having the Image of God thereby reinftamped
upon the Soul, no Man living fball fee the Lord.
And it is very obfervable, that our Divine Ma-
fter, in the famous Paffage before referred to,
concerning the abfolute Neceflity of Regenera-
toil, does not fay, unlels a Man be born again,
he fball not, but unlefs a Man be born again,
he .Cannot enter into the Kingdom of God.
For it is founded iw the very Nature of Things,

| Uz | tha
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that unlefs we have Difpofitions wrought in s
{uitable and anfwerable to the Objeéts that are
to entertain us, we can take no manner of
Complacency or Satisfaction in them. * For In.
ftance ; What Delight can the moft harmo.
nious Mufick afford a deaf, or what Pleafure
the moft excellent Piffure give a blind Man?
Can a taftelefs Palate relifh the richeft Dainties,
or a filthy Swine be pleafed with the fineft
Garden of Flowers? No: And what Reafon
can be affigned for it? An Anfwer 1s ready;
Becaufe they have neither of them any Tem-
pers of Mind correfpondent or agreeable to
what they are to be diverted with. And thu
it 1 with the Soul hereafter. For Death makes
no more Alteration 1n the Soul, than as 1t in-
larges its Faculties, and makes it capable of
receiving deeper Impreflions either of Pleafure
or Pain, If it delighted to converfe with God
here,. it will be tranfported with the Sight of
his glorious Majefty hereafter. If it was pleal:
ed with the Communion of Saints on Earth, 1
will be infinitely more fo with the Communion
and Society of holy Angels, and the Spiritsof
juft Men made perfect in Heaven, But I
the Oppofite of all this be true, we may a-
fure ourfelves, it could not be happy, was God
himfelf to admit it (which he never will do)
into the Regions of the Blefled. But it is Time
for me to haften'to the

Fourth and laft Argument I fhall offer to

prove, that we mult be mew Greatures ere ve
can
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cn be in Chriff, wiz. becaufe Chriff’s Re-
demption will not be complete without it

| Ifwe reflet indeed on the firft and chief
- End of our Blefled Lord’s Coming, we fhall

l

- find it was to fave us from our Sins, to be a
Propitiation for our Sins, to give his Life a
- Ranfom for many. But then, if the Benefits
- of our dear Redeemer’s Death were to extend
' no further than barely to procure Forgivenefs
" of our Sins, we fhould have as little Reafon to
rejoice 1n 1t, as a poor condemned Criminal,
that 1s ready to perifh by fome fatal Difeafe,
would have in receiving a Pardon' from his
Judge. For Chriftians would do well to con-
fider, that there is not only a legal Hindrance
to our Happinefs, as we are Breakers of God’s
Law, but alfo a moral Impurity in our Na-
wres, which renders us incapable of enjoying
Heaven, (as hath been already prov’d) till
fome mighty Change hath been wrought in us.
It is neceffary therefore, in order to make
Chriff’s Redemption complete, that we fhould
have a Grant of God’s Holy Spirit to change
our Natures, and fo prepare us for the Enjoy-
ment of that Happinefs our Saviour has pur-
chafed by his precious Blood.

Accordingly the holy Scriptures inform us,
that whom Chrift juftifies, i. e. (as we faid be-
fore) whofe Sins he forgivesy thofe he -alfo
Janctifies, i.e. purifiesand cleanfes, and totally
changeth their corrupted Natures. Nay, in
one Place of Scripture, Sanétification is put be-
ore Juftification, on purpofe, as it were, to

con-

F
!
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convince us that there 1s no Salvation to be by
without it.  But ye are wafbed, fays the Apo.
ftle, but yeare faniiified 3 and then follows, bug
ye are juftified. As the Scripture alfo fpeaketh
in apother Place, ¢ Chrift 1s to us Juftification,
¢ San&tification, and ther Redemption.” Lt
this therefore be admutted as another indifput-
able Argument why we muff be new Creatures,
erc we can be in Chriff, becaufe without i

Chrift 1s dead in vamn,

Proceed we now to the next general Thing
propofed, viz. To draw {fome Inferences
from what has been delivered.

And Firlt then, If he that is 72 Chriff muft
be a new Creature, this may ferve asa Reproof
for {fome, who reft in a bare Performance of
sutwward Duties, without perceiving any real is-
wward Change of Heart.

We may obferve a great many Per{ons to be
very punctual in the regular Returns of pub-
lick and private Prayer, aslikewife of receiving
the Holy Communion, and perhaps, now and
then too, in keeping a Faft, And fo far we
grant they do well. But then here 1s the M-
fortune, they reft barely in the Ufe of the
Means, and think all 1s over, when they have
wft complied with thefe facred Inftitutions:
Whereas, were they rightly informed, they
would confider, that all the inftituted Means
of Grace; as Prayer, Fafting, Hearing and
Reading-the Word of God, Receiving th
Blefied Sacrament, and fuch-like, are no fur-

1
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der ferviceable to us, than as they are found to
make us zﬁzww(f{y better, and to carry on the
fpiritual Life in the Soul.

It is true, they are Means, and Eﬁntml
ones too 3 but then they are only Means ; they
are Part, but not the Whole of Religion: For
if fo, Who more religious than the Pbm‘zﬁ'e 2
who fafted twice 1n the Week, and gave Tithes
of all that he poffefled, and yet was not jufti-
fied, as our Saviour himfelf inforins us, in the
Sight of God.

You perhaps, like the Pharifee, may faft
often, and make long Prayers ; youmay, with
Herod, hear good Sermons gladly s or, as Fx-
| das himfelf, according to the Opinion of our
Church, did¥, receive the Blefled Sacrament,
But yet, if you. continue vain and trifhng, im-
‘moral or worldly-minded in your Converfatir
ons, and differ from the reft of your Neigh-
bours barely 1n going to Church, or in com-
plying with fome outward Performances, are
you better than they? No, in no wife : You
e by far much worfe, becaufe thofe that
wholly neglect the Means, are an{werable on-
ly for omlttmg the Ule of God’s Ordinances ;
wacreas if you ufe them, and at the fame Time
wbufe them, by not letting them produce their
ntended Effe& you thereby encourage others
to think there is nothipg in them, and therefore
muft expelt to receive the oreater Damnation.
But, Secondly, If he that is i7 Chrift muft be
1 new Creature, then this may check the

* Seethe firft Exhortation to be read the Week before the

Communion,

ground-



2a  'The Nature and N'ecgﬁty gf

groundlefs Prefumption of another Clafs of
Profeffors, who reft in the Attainment of {fom
Moral Virtues, and falfely imagine they ar
oood Chriftians, if they are juft in their Deal.
ings, or temperate in their Diet, and do Huy
or Violence to no Man.

But if this was all that is requifite to make
us Chriftians, Why might not the Heathens of
old be good Chriitians, who were remarkable
for thefe Virtues? Or St. Paul, before hi
Converfion, who tells us, That then he lived
in all good Confcience, and was, touching the
Law, blamelefs? And yet, after his Converfion,
we find he renounces all Dependence on Works
of this Nature, and only defires to be found i
Chrift, and to know the Power of his Refur.
reCtion ; 7. e. to have an experimental Proof of
receiving the Holy Ghoft, purchafed for hin
by the Death, and enfured and applied to hin
by the Refurretion, of Fefus Chrift.

The Sum of the Matter is this: Chriftianity
includes Morality, as Grace does Reafon s but
if we are only mere Moralifts, if we age not i
wardly wrought upon, and changed by tht
powerful Operations of the Holy Spirit, and
our Mora] A&ions proceed from a Principle ol
a new Nature, however we may call ourlelve
Chriftians, it is to be feared we fhall be found
naked at the Great Day, and in the Numbe
of thofe, who vainly depend on their own
Righteoufnefs, and not on the Righteoul
nefs of Fefus Chriff, imputed to, and inhe
rent in them, as neceffary to their eternal Sal-
vation.,

Nor,
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Nor, Thirdly, will this Dotrine lefs con-
demn thofe, who reft in a partial Amendment
of themfelves, without going on to Perfection,
| ind experiencing a thorough, real, inward
| Change of Ileart.
| A little Acquaintance with the World will
 furnith us with Inftances of no fmall Number
of Perfons, who perhaps, were before openly
 profane ;5 but “feeing the ill Confequences of
their Vice, and the many worldly Inconve-
 niencies 1t has reduced them to, on a fudden,
1s it were, grow civilized 5 and thereupon flat.
ter themielves that they are very religious, be-
boufe they differ a little from their former
Selves, and are not fo fcandaloufly wicked as
once they were: Whereas at the fame time
hey fhall have fome fecret darling Sin or other,
jlome beloved Dalilabh or Heredias, which they
will not part with; fome hidden Luft, which
ihey will not mortity; fome vicious Habit,
which they will not take Pains to root out. But
fwouldft thou know, O vain Man! whoever
jthou art, what the Lord thy God requires of
thee ? thou muft be inform’d, that nothing
hort of a thorough, fonnd Converfion will avail
for the Salvation of thy Soul. It is not enough
o turn from Profanenefs to Civility 3 but thou
muft turn from Civility to Godline(s. Not on-
ly fome, but all Things muft become new in thy
ool Ir will profit thee but little to do many

| Things, if yet fome one Thing thou lackeft, In
hort, thou muft not be only an almef?, but 4l-

ingetoer amew Creature, or in vain thou hopeft
for a faving Intereft /# Christ,

X Fourthly
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Fourthly and Laftly, If he that is iz Chrif
muft be a #ew Creature, then this may be pre.
{cribed as an infallible Rule for every Perfon of
whatever Denomination, Age, Degree or Qua.
lity, to judge himfelf by 3 this being the only
folid Foundation, whereon we can build 3
well-grounded Affurance of Pardon, Peac,
and Happinefs.

We may indeed depend on the broken Reed
of an external Profeflion; we may think we
have done enough, if we lead fuch fober, he
neft, moral Lives, as many Heathens did. We
may imagine we are in afafe Condition, if we
attend on the publick Offices of Religion, and
are conftant in the Duties of our Clofets, But
unlefs all thefe tend to reform our Lives, and
change our Hearts, and are only ufed as fo
many Chanels of Divine Grace; as I told you
before, {o I tell you again, Chriftianity wil
profit us nothing.

Let each of us therefore ferioufly put thi
Queftion to our Hearts: Have we received the
Holy Ghoft fince we believed? Are we e
Creatures in Chrift, or no? At leaft, if we
are not {o yes, is it our. daily Endeavour to /¢
comne fuch? Do we make a conftant and con
{cientious Ufe of all the Means of Grace
quired thereto? Do we faft, watch, and pray!
Do we not only lazily feek, but laborioul}
flrive to enter 1n at the ftreight Gate ? In fhor,
Do we rerounce ourfelves, take up our Crofl
and follow Chyiff?2 1t {o, we are in‘that nar

row Way which leads to Lafe: We are,aé
lea
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leaft fhall in Time, become new Creatures in
Chrif. The good Seed 1s fown in our Hearts,
and will, if duly water’d and nourifh’d by a
regular perfevering Ufe of a// the Means of
Grace, grow up to eternal Life, But, on the
' contrary, 1f we have only beard, and know not
esperimentally, whether there be any Holy
Ghott; if we are Strangers to Fafting, Watch-
-ing, and Prayer, and all the other {piritual Ex-
ercifes of Devotion ; if we are content to go
in the broad Way, merely becaufe we fee
moit other People do fo, without once re-
fletting whether 1t be the right one or not;
in fhort, if we are Strangers, nay, Enemies
tothe Crofs of Chrift, by leading Lives of
softnefs, Worldly-mindednefs, and fenfial
Pleafure 3 and thereby make others think, that
Chriftianity is but an empty Name, a bare for-
mal Profeflion ; if this be the Cafe, I fay, then
Corist 1s as yet dead in vain asto #s; we are yet
under the Guilt of our Sins; we are unac-
quainted with that true and thorough Conver-
fion, which alone can intitle us to the Salvation

of our Souls. |
But, Beloved, Iam perfuaded better Things
of you, and Things that accompany Salvation,
tho’ we thus {peak ; and humbly hope, that
you are fully and heartily convinced, that no-
thing but the Wedding Garment of a new
Nature, can gain Admiflion far you at the
Marriage Feaft of the Supper of the Lamb ;
that you are fincerely perfuaded, that he that
mth not the Spirit of Christ, is none of his;
X 2 and
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and that, unlefs the Spirit, which raifed Jefu
from the Dead, dwell in you here, neither wil]
your mortal Bodies be quickened by the fame
Spirit to dwell with him hereafter.

Let me therefore (as was propofed in the
laft Place) earneftly exhort you, in the Name
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, to at fuitable
thofe Convictions, and to live as Chriftians,
that are commanded 1 Holy Writ, to put N
their former Converfation concerning the 0/
Man, and to put on the New Mmz, which i
created after God, 1n Righteoufnefs and -true
Holinefs.

- It muft be owned indeed, that this is a great
and difficult Work ; but, blefled be God, it is
not mmpoffible. Many Thoufands of happy
Souls have been affifted by a Divine Power to
bring it about, and why fhould #7% defpair of
Succels? Is God’s Hand fhortened, that it can-
not fave ? Was he the God of our Fathers,
15 he not the God of their Children alfo ? Yes,
doubtlels, of their Children alfo. It 1sa Talk
ikewife that will put us to fome Pain 5 1t wil
oblige us to part with fome Luft, to breik
with fome Friend, to mortify fome beloved
Paffion, which may be exceeding dear to u
and perhaps as hard to leave, as to cut off 2
right Hand, or pluck out a right Lye. Bu
what of all tlis?’ Will not the bcing made 2
real living Member of Chrift, a Chid d
(od, and an Inheritor of the Kinpdom o
Heazen, abundantly make Amends for all th
Trouble 7 Undoubtedly it will,  Laflly, set
{lilg about and Cdilylu‘# on this GUCAL and ne-
| ceflary
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ceffiry Work, perhaps may, nay, affuredly
will, expofe us to the Ridicule of the unthink-
ing Part of Mankind, who will wonder, that
we tun not into the fame Excels of Riot with
themfelves; and becaufe we may deny our
finful Appetites, and are not conformed to
 this World, being commanded in Scripture to
do the one, and to have our Converfation iIn
Heaven in Oppofition to the other, they may
count our Lives Folly, and our End to be
“without Honour, But will not the being
‘numbered among the Saints, and fhining as
the Stars for ever and ever, be 2 more than
ufficient Recompence for all the Ridicule, Ca-
lumny, or Reproach, we can poffibly meet with

here ¢
Indeed, was there no other Reward attend-
ed a thorough Converfion, bur that Peace of
God, which is the unavoidable Confequence
of it, and which, even in this Life, pafleth
all Underftanding, we fthould have great Rea-
fon to rejoice. But whem we confider this is
the leaft of thofe Mercies God has prepared
for thofe that are in Chrift #new Creaturess
that this is but the Beginning of an eternal
Succeflion of Pleafures; that the Day of our
Deaths, which the unconverted, unrenewed
Snner muft fo much dread, will be, as it
were, but the fir# Day of our new Births,
and open to us an everlafting Scene of Hap-
pinefs and Comfort ; in fhort, if we remem-
ber, that they who are regenerate and born
acain, have a real Title to all the glorious Pro-
mifes of the Gofpel, and are infallibly certair;_
0
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of being as happy, both here and hereafter, a
an All-wife, All-gracious, All-powerful God
can make them ; methinks, every one that
has but the leaft Concern for the Salvation of
his precious, his immortal Soul, having fuch
Promifes, fuch an Hope, fuch an Eternity of
Happinefs fet before him, fhould never ceafe
watching, praying, and ftriving, till he finda
real, inward, faving Change wrought in his
Heart 3 and thereby knoweth of a Truth, th
he dwells in Chrift, and Chrift in him 3 that
he is a new Creature in Chriflty that he i
therefore a Child of God ; that he 1s already an
Inheritor, and will ere long, if he endure to

the End, be an atual Poffeffor of the King.
dom of Heaven.

Which God of his Infinite Mercy grant,
through Jefus Chrift our Lord.

To whomy &ec. o <@
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JOSHUA xxiv. 135.

4 for Me and my Houfe, we will
- [erve the Lord.

o H ESE Words contain  the
=Yootz % Holy Refolution of pious Fs-
B /ua, who having in a moft

L P moving, affeCtionate Difcourfe
~ { sy recounted to the Ifracelites what
w5t d® oreat Things God had done for
 them, in the Verfe immediately going before
the Text, comes to draw 2 proper Inference
fom what he had been delivering 3 and ac-
 quaints them, In the moft prefling Terms, that
fince God had been {o exceeding Graclous unto
them, they could do no lefs than, out of
Gratitude for fuch uncommon Favours and
\Mercies, dedicate both themf{élves and Fami-
lles to his Service. Now therefore, {ays he,
Verle 14, Fear the Lord, and ferve bim in
Nincerity and Truth, and pui away the Gods
woich your Fathers ferved on the other Side of
the Flood,  And by the fame enghging Motive
does the Prophet Samwel afterwards -enforce
their Obedience to the Commandments of
God, 1 Sam. 12. 24. Only fear the Lord, and
ferve him in Truth, with all your Heart ; for
wifder (fays he) bow great Things be bath
tare for you. But then, that they might not

txcufe themfelves (as too many might be-apt
No, VIII, Y B
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to do) by his giving them a bad Example, o
think he was laying heavy Burdens upo.i them,
whilft he himfelf touched them not with ope
of his Fingers, he tells them in the Verfe oy
of which the Text is taken, that whatever Re.
oard they might pay to the Doctrine he had
been Preaching, yet he (as all Minifters ougly
to do) was refolved to live up to and pradif;
it himfelf : Chufe you therefore, fays he, whsm
you will [erve, whether the Gods which your Fa.
thers ferved, or the Gods of the Amorites in
whofe Land ye dwell : But as for me and wy
Houfe, we will ferve the Lord.

A Refolution this worthy of Fofbua, and
no lefs becoming, no lefs neceflary for every
true Son of Fofbua, that 1s intrufted with the
Care and Government of a Family in ouw
Day : And, if it was ever-feafonable for M:.
nifters to preach up, or People to put in Pr.
&ice Family Religion, it was never more o
than in the prefent Age; fince 1t 18 greatly to
be feared, that out of thofe many Houfhelds
that call themfelves Chrifiians, there are bu
few that ferve God in their refpective Famulies
as they ought.

It s true indeed, vifit our Churches, and
you may perhaps fee fomething of the For g
Godlinefs ftill {ubfifting amongft us 3 but even
- that is {carcely to be met with in private Hou.
{fes. So that were the Blefled Angels to come,
as in the Patriarchal Age, and obferve our
Spiritual (Economy at home, would they not
be tempted to fay, as Abrabam faid to Abine-
lech, Surely the Fear of God is not in this Plac!
Gen. 20. 11, Hovw
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How fuch a general Neglet of Family
Religion firft began to overlpread the Chriftian
World, is difficult to determine.” As for the
Primitive Chriftians, I am pofitive it was not
{o with them : No, -they had not {o learned
Chrift, as falfely to imagine Religion was
o be confined {olely to their Aflemblies for
Publick Worfhip; but on the contrary be-
haved with fuch Piety and exemplary Holi-
nefs in their private Families, that Saint Pau/
often ftiles their Houle a Church : Saluze fuch
o oney fays he, and the Church which is in bis
Hmfe, And, I believe, we muft for ever de-
it of feeing a Primitive Spirit of Piety re-
vwved in the World, °till we are fo happy as
to fee a Revival of Primitive Family Religion
and Perfons unanimoufly refolving with Good
Old Fofbua, in the Words of the Text,~——
As for Me and my Houfe, we will ferve the
Lira,

From which Words I fhall beg Leave to -
ift on thefe three Things :

Firfft, That it is the Duty of every Gover- -
nour of a Family to take care,- that not only he
hmfelf, but alfo that thofe committed to his
Charge ferve the Lord. | |

Secondly, 1 fhall endeavour to fhew after

what manner a Governour and his Houthold
Wght to ferve the Lord, ‘

Y 2 - Thirdly
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Thirdly and laftly, I fhall offer fome Motwes
in order to excite all Governours, with the'
refpective Houtholds, to ferve the Lord in the
Manner that fhall be recommended.

~And Firff, 1 am to fhew that it is the
Duty of every Governour of a Family to take
care, that not only he himfelf, but alfo thy
thofe committed to his Charge fhould fery
the Lord.

And this will appear, if we confider tha
every Governour of a Family ought to lock
‘upon himfelf as obliged to aét in three Capa
cities: as a Prophet, to inftruct; as a Prict,
to pray for and with as a ng, to gover,
direct, and provide for them, If is truc in
deed, “the latter of thefe, wiz. their Kingly
Office, they are not fo frequently deficient in,,
(nay 1n this they are generally too {ollicitous;)
but as for the two former, viz, their Prieftly
and Prophetick Office, like Gallio, they car
for no {fuch Things, But however indifferen
fome Governours may be about it, yet they
may be affured, that God wil! require a due
Dli}::harﬂe of thefe Offices at their Hands
For if, as the Apoftle argues, He. that does ni
provide for bis own Hazzﬁ, in temporal Thing
has denied the Faith, and is worfe than o
Infidel 5 to what greater Degree of Apoltaj
muft he have arrived, who takes no Thouglt
to provide for the Spmtual Welfare of i
Family !

But farther, Perfons are genemlly very I

beral of their Invetives againft the’ Clerg}'&
©ooan
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and think they juftly blame the Conduct of
that Minifter who does not take heed to and
watch over the Flock, of which the Holy
Ghoft has made” him Overfeer : But may not
every Governour of a Family be in a lower
Degree liable to the fame Cenfure, who takes
no thought for thofe Souls that are committed
to his Charge ? For every Houfe is as it were
a little Parifth, every Governour (as.was before
obferved) a Prieft, every Family a Flock :
and if any of them perith through the Go-
vernour’s Neglect, their Blood will God require
at their Hands.

Was a Minifter to difregard Teaching his
People publickly and from Houfe to Houfe,
and to excufe himfelf by faying, that he had
enough to do to work out his own Salvation
with Fear arrd Trembling, without concern-
ing himfelf with that of Others; Would not
any one be apt to think fuch a Minifter to be,
like .the unjult Judge, One that neither feared
God, or regarded Mon ? And yet, odious
a5 fuch a Chara&ter would be, it 1s no worle
than that Governour of a Family deferves,
who thinks himfelf obliged only to-fave his
own Soul, without paying any regard to the
Souls of his Houfhold. For (as was above
hinted) every Houfe is, as it were; a Parifh,
and every Mafter is concerned to fecure,~'ds™
much as in him lies, the Spiritual Profperity.--
of every one under his Roof, as any Minjfter
whatever is obliged to look to the Spiritudl
Welfare of every individual Perfon under. his

Charge. Whas -
1a
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What Precedents Men, who negle® thej
Duty 1 this Particular,- can plead for fuch
Omiffion, I cannot tell Doubtlefs not the
Example of Holy Fob, who was fo far fron
imagining that he had no Concern, as Go.
vernour of a Family, with any one’s Soul byt
his Own, that the Scripture acquaints us,
When the Days of his Children’s Feafting were
gone about, that [ob [ent and ffznﬁ‘zﬁed them,
and offered Burnt Offerings according to the
Number of them ally For Job faid, It may be
that my Sons bave Sfinned and  curfed God
in their Hearts: Thus did Job continually,
Nor can they plead the Practice of good old
Fofma, whom in the Text we find as much
concerned for his Houfhold’s Welfare as his
own, Nor laftly, that of Cornelins, whq
feared God, not only himfelf, but with a/] Ais
Houfe : And were Chriftians but of the fame
Spirit of fob, Fofbua, and the Gentile Centu-
rion, they would act as Fob, Fofbua, and Co-
nelius did.

But, alas! if this be the Cafe, and all Geo-
vernours of Families ought not only to ferve
the Lord themfelves, but likewife to fee that
their refpective Houtholds do fo too; What
will then become of thofe who not only
negle@t ferving God themfelves, but alfo make
it thElI‘ Bufinefs to ridicule and fcoft at any
of their Houfe that do ? Who are not content
with not entering into the Kingdom of Heaven
themfelves s but thofe alfo that are willing 1o
enter in they binder. Surely fuch Men are

Faltors for the Devil indeed. Surely theiy
Damnation
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Damnation flumbereth not : For although God,
in his good Providence, may fuffer fuch Stum-
bling-blocks to be put in his Children’s Ways,
and. fuffer their greateft Enemies to be thofe
of their own Houfholds, for a Trial of their
Sincerity, and Improvement of their Faith ;
yet we cannot but pronounce a #ve¢ againit
thofe Mafters by whom fuch Offences come, For
if thofe that only take care of their own Souls
caan f{carcely be faved, where will fuch mon-
troufly profane and wicked Governours ap-
ear ¢

PBut hoping there are but few of this un-
happy Stamp, proceed we now to the

Second Thing propofed, viz, To fhew after
what Manner a Governour and his Houfhold,
onght to ferve the Lord,

1. And the firft Thing I fhall mention is
Reading the Word of God. This 1s a Duty
ncumbent on every private Perfon. Searco
the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye bave Eter-
nal Life, 15 a Precept given by our blefled
Lord indifferently to all : But much more fo
ought every Governour of a Family to think it
In a peculiar manner fpoken to himfelf, be-
cufe (as hath been already proved) he ought
0 look upon himfelf as a Prophet, and there-
fore, agreeably to fuch a Charalter, as bound
0 inftruct thofe under his Charge in the Know-

ledge of the Word of Ged.
This
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This we find was the Order God gave his
peculiar People of Ifrae/: For thus {peaks his
Reprefentative Mafes, D-:uteronony 6. 6,7,
Thefe Words, that 1s, the Scripture Words,
awbich I command thee this Day, (ball he i
thy Heart, and thoy fhalt teach them diligently
unto thy Children, that 1s, as 1t 18 generally
explained, Servants, as well as Children, an
fbalt talk of them when thou fittefh in ihy
Houfe. From whence we may infer, that the
only Reafon why fo many neglect to read the
Words of Scripture diligently to their Chil.
dren is, becaufe the Words of Scripture are
not in their Hearts; for if they were, out of
the Abundance of the Heart their Mouths
would fpeak.

Befides, Servants as well as Children are,
for the generality, very ignorant, and mere
Novices in the Laws of God : And how {hall
they know, unlefs fome one teach them ? And
what mere proper to teach them by, than the
lively Oracles of God, whkich are able to make
them wife unio Salvation? And who more pro-
per to inftruct them by thefe Lively Oracles,
than Parents and Mafters, who (as hath been
more than once obferved) are as much con-
cerned to feed them with Spiritual as with Bo-
dily Bread, Day by Day.

But if thefe Things be fo, What a mifera-
ble Condition are thofe unhappy Governours
in, who are fo far from feeding thofe commit-
ted to their. Care with the fincere Milk of
the Word, to the intent they may grow

thereby, that they neither {earch the Scrip-
; Lurcs
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wres themfelves, -nor are careful to explain
them to Others? Such Families muft be in
» happy Way indeed to do-their Mafter’s Will,
who take fuch prodigious Pains to know it}
Would one not imagine that they had turned
Converts to the Church of Rome 5 that they
thought Ignorance the Mother of Devotion
that thofe were to be condemned as Hereticks,
who read their Bibles? And yet how few Fa-
milies are there amongft us, who do not aét
after this unfeemly Manner! But, fball I praife
ther in this ¢ I praife them net: Brethren, this
Thing ought not fa to be.

t :
2. Pafs we on now to the Second’ Means

whereby every Governour and his Houfhold

onght to ferve the Lord, wviz, Family Prayer,

- This is a Duty though as much negleéted,
yet as abfolutely neceffary as the former, Read-
mg 15 a good Preparative for Prayer, as Prayer
is an excellent Means to render Reading ef-
letual.  And the Reafon why every Gover-
nour of a Family fhould join both thefe Exer-
cles together 1s plain, becaufe a Governour
of a Family cannot perform his Prieftly Ofice
which we before obferved he is in fome Degree
nvefted with) without performing this Daty of
tamily Prayer. -

We find it therefore remarked, when men-
onis made of Cain and Abels offering Sa-
rifices, that they drought them, But te whom
!id they bring them? Why, in all probabi-
ty to their Yather Adam, who, as Priefk of

Z Lhe
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the Family, was to offer Sacrifice in thep
Names. And fo likewife ought every Spirity|
Son of the fecond Adam, who is intrufie
with the Care of an Houfhold, to offer p
the Spiritual Sacrifices of Supplications gy
Thankfgivings, acceptable to God through
Jefus Chrift, in the Prefence and Name of g
who wait upon or eat Meat at his Table,

Thus we read our Blefled Lord behaved,
when he tabernacled amongft us: For itj;
faid often, that He was alone praying with
his Twelve Difciples, which was then h;
little Family. And he himfelf has promifed
a particular Blefling to joint Supplications:
For wherefoever, fays he, fwo or three s
gathered together in my Name, there am I in th
midft of them. And again, If two or th
are agreed touching any Thing they [ball of,
it fhall be given them. Add to this, that we
are commanded by the Apoftle to pray 4
ways, with all manner of Supplication, which
doubtle(s includes Famsily Prayer. And Holy
Fobuc, when he fet up the good Refolution
in the Text, that He and his Houfhold
would ferve the Lord, certanly refolved withil
to pray with his Family, which is one of the
beft Teftimonies they could give of their fer-
ving Him.

Befides, there are no Families, but whit
have fome common Bleflings, of which they
have been all Partakers, to give Thanks for;
fome common Croffes and Afflictions, which
they are to pray againft ; fome common Sins,
which they are all bound to lament and bf

WAl
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wil: But how can this be done without
joining together in one common At of Humi-
lation, Supplication and Thanigiving, Is diffi-

alt to devide. -

From all which Confiderations put together,
tis evident, that Family Prayer 1s a great and
eceffary Duty; and confequently thofe Go-
wrnours that neglect 1t are certainly without
Frfe.  And it 1s much to be feared, if they
ive without Family Prayer, they live without
God in the World. ' :

And yet fuch an hateful Charalter as thjs
5, it1s to be feared, that, was God to fend out -
n Angel to deftroy us, as he did once to de-
troy the Egyptians Firft-born, and withal
sve him a Commiffion, as then, to {pare no
Houfes but where they faw the Blood of the
Lintel fprinkled on the Door-poft, fo mow
olet no Families efcape but thofe that called
on him in Morning and Evening Prayer ;
e would remamn unhurt by his avenging
word. Chriftians thall I term {uch Families,
¢ Heathens 2 Doubtlels they prelerve not
ie Name of Chriftians 3 and Heathens, will
irely rife up 1n Judgment againtt fuch pro-
me Families of this Generation: For they

d always their FHouthold Gods whom they
orfhipped, and whofe Affiftance they fre-
pently invoked. And a preity pafs thofe
milies {urely are arrived at, who muft be fent
15chool to Pagans. But will not the Lord
i avenged on {uch profane Houtholds as
ele ? Will he not pour out his Fury upon
ole that call n~t upon his Name ?

Z 2 3. Bu
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3. But it is time for me to haften to t)
Third and laft Means I fhall recommend
whereby every Governour ought with his Hay,
fhold to ferve the Lord, viz. by Catechiziy
and ITiftrufling their Children and Servang,
and bringing them up in the Nurture and Ad.
monition of the Lord,

- That this, as well as the two formetr, 14
Duty ncumbent on every Governour of an
Houfe, appears from that famous Encomiun
or Commendation God gives of Abrabam, |
know, fays the Moft High, tbat He will con.|
mand bis Children and bis Houlbold after him s
keep the I7ay cf the Lord, to do fuftice o
Fudgment. And indeed {carce any thing i
more frequently prefled upon us 1 Holy Wri
“than this Duty of Casechizing. Thus fays Go
in a Paffage before cited, Tho foalt teach thj
Wierds diligently unto thy Children. And D
rents are commanded in the New Tefaumenl
to breed up their Children in the Nurture e
Admonition of the Lord, 'The Holy Plalmi
acquaints us, that one great End why God d
fo great Wonders for his People was, #o f
Intent that when they grew up they [bould o
their Children, or Servants, the fame. Andi
Devicrongmy, chap. 6. at the 2oth and fd
lowing Verfes, God ftrictly commands b
People to inflruét their Children in the tn
Nature of the Ceremonial Worfhip, wh
they fhould enquire about it, as he fuppole
they would do in time to come. And
Gervants and Children were to be inﬂru&il
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in the Nature of Fewsb Rites, much more
ought they now to be initiated and grounded
in the Doltrines and firlt Principles of the
Gofpel of Chrift : Not only becaufe it is a
Revelation, which has brought Life and Im-
mortality to a fuller and clearer Light, butalfo
becaufe many Seducers are gone abroad into
the World, who do their utmoft Endeavour to
deftroy not only the Superftruture, but like-
wife to fap the very Foundation of our moft
Holy Religion.

Would then, the prefent Generation have
their Pofterity be true Lovers and Honourers
of God, Mafters and Parents muft take Solo-
moi’s good Advice, and train up and catechize
their refpective Houfholds 1n the Way wherein
they fhould go.

I am aware but of one Objection that can,
with any Shew of Reafon, be urged againtt
what has been advanced; which 1s, That
fuch a Procedure as this will take up too
much Time, and hinder Families too long
from their Worldly Bufinefs. But it is much
to be queftioned whether Perfons that ftart
foch an Objection are not of the fame hypo-
critical Spirit as the Traytor Fudas, who had
Indignation againft Devout Mary, for being fo
profule of her Ointment, in anointing our
Blefled Lord, and afked, Why it might not
be fold for Two Hundred Pence, and given
to the Poor, For has God given us {o much
Time o work for Ourfelves, and fhall we not
allow fome {mall Pittance of it, Morning and
Lvening, to be devoted to his more immediate

” Worlhip
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Worthip and Service ¢ Have not People read,
That it 1s God who gives Men Power to get
Wealth, and therefore that the beft Way to
nrofper in the World is to {fecure his Favour ?
And has not our Blefled Lord himfelf pro-
mifed, that if we {eek firft the Kingdom of
God and his Righteoufnefs, all outward Necef-
faries thall be added unto us ¢

- Abrabam, no doubt, was a Man of as great
Bufinefs as fuch Objettors may be; but yet
he would find Time, to. command his Hou-
fhold to ferve the Lord. Nay, David was a
King, and confequently had a great deal of
Bufinefs upon his Hands; yet notwithitand-
ing, he profefles that he would walk in his
Houfe with a perfe¢t Heart. And, to In-
ftance but one more, holy Fofbua was a Per-
{on certainly engaged very much in Temporal
Affairs 5 and yet he folemnly declares before
all Ifracl, That, as for him and bis Houfhold,
they would ferve the Lord. And did Per-
fons but redeem their Time, as Abrabam, Da-
vid, or Fofbua did, they would no longer com-

plain that Family Duties kept them too long
from the Bufinefs of the World.

But my Zhir2 and laft General Head, under
which I was to offer fome Motives, in order to
excite all Governours, with their refpective
Houtholds, to ferve the Lord 1n the Manner
before recommended, I hope, will ferve in-
ftead of a thoufand Arguments, to prove the

Weaknefs and Folly of any fuch Objettion.
1. And
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" 1. And the Firft Motive I {hall mention is
the Duty of Gratitude, you that are Gover-
nours of Families owe to God. Your
Lot, every one muft confefs, is calt into a
fair Ground : Providence hath given you a
goodly Heritage, above many of your Fellow
Creatures, and therefore, out of a Princinle
of Gratitude, you ought to endeavour, as much
as in you lies, to make every Perfon of your
refpective Houfholds to call upon him as long
as they live : (Not to mention that the Au-
thority, with which God has inveited you
25 Parents and Governours of Families, is a
Talent commutted to your Truft, and which
you are bound to improve to your Mafter’s
Honour.) In other Things we find Gover-
nours and Parents can exercile Lordihip over
their Children and Servants readily, and fre-
quently enough can fay to one Go, and he
goeth 3 to another Come, and he cometh s
to a third, Do this, and he doeth 1it. And
fhall this Power be fo often employed 1n. your
own Affairs, and never exerted in the Things
of God? Be aftonithed, O Heavens, at
this! -

Thus did not Faithful Abrabam ;3 No, God
(ays, that he knew Abrabam would command
bis Servants and Children after bim. Thus did
not fofpua : No, He was refolved not only to
walk with God himfelf, but to improve his Au-
thority in making all about him do fo too: As

for ine and my Houfbold, we will ferve the Lord.
Let us go and do likewife.

2, But,
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2. But, Secondly, if Gratitude to God wij]
not, methinks Lgve and Przy to your Childrey
fhould move you, with your refpettive Fami.
lies, to ferve the Lord. |

Moft People exprefs a great’ Fondnefs for
their Children; nay {o great, that very often
thetr own Lives are wrapped up in thofe of
their Ofspring, Can o Woman forget ber |
fucking Child, that fhe fbould not bhave Cem-
paffion on  the Son of ber Womb ¢ {ays G
by his Prophet Ifeiah. He {peaks of it asg
monftrous Thing, and fcarce credible, Byt
the Words immediately following affirm it to
be poffible, 2ea, They may forgets and Expe-
rience alfo affures us they may. Faiber and
Motber may both forfake their Children : For
what greater Degree of Forgetfulnefs can they
exprefs towards them, than to neglect the
Improvement of their better Part, and not
E&ﬁng them up in the Knowledge and Fear of

od. |

It is true indeed, Parents feldom forget to
provide for their Children’s Bodies, (though,
it 18 to be feared, fome Men are fo far funk be-
neath the Beafts that perifh, as to neglec
even that;) but then how often they forget,
or rather when do they remember, to {ecure
the Salvation of their immortal Souls ? But s
this their Way of exprefling their Fondnefs for
the Iruit of their-Bodies ? Is this the beft Te-
ftimony they can give of their Affetion to
the Darling of their Hearts ¢ Then was Dali-
lab fond of Sempfon, when fhe delivered him
up into the Hands of the Philiffines : Then

| WEiE
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were thofe Ruffians well affe@ed to Drz;az'el,
when they threw him nto a Den of Lions.

7, But, Thirdly, if neither Gratitude to
God, nor Love and Pity to your Children,
will prevatl on you; yet let a Principle of com-
mon Honefty and Fuftice move you to fet up th
holy Refolution in the Text.

This is a Principle which all Men would
e thought to actupon. But certainly, if any
may be truly cenfured for their Injuflice, none
an be more liable to fuch Cenfure than thofe
who think themfelves rmjured it their Servants
withdraw themfelves from their bodily Work,
ad. yet they inreturn take no care of their
neftimable Souls;  For is it jult that Servants
fhould fpend their Time and Strength 1n their
Mafter’s Service, and Malters not at the {ame
ime give them what Is jult and equal for their
Jervice ?

It 15 true, fome Men may thiik they have
done enough when they give unto their Ser-
unts Food and Rayment, “and fay, Did not 1
owgain with thee for fo much a Year? But if
hey give them no other Reward than this, what
do Lhey lefs for their very Bzafts ? Bur are not _
dtvants better than they ? Doubtlels they are
And however Mafters may put off their Con-
victions for the prefent, they will {ind a Time
will come, when they fhall krow they ought
o have gtven them f{ome Spiritual, as well as
Tmup'uml Wages; and the Cry of thofe that
fave mowed down their Fields will enter into

L][... 1.:1.118 Of Llle LOI (i Of kgtf&‘tfaiué-
AR 4. But, -
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4. But, Fourthly, If neither Gratitude t
God, Pity to Children, nor a Principle of com.
mon Fuftice to Servants, are {ufficient to balance
all Objeions; yet let that darling, that pre.
vailing Motive of Self-Intersf turn the Scale,
and engage you with your refpective Houf.
holds to ferve the Lord.

This weighs greatly with you in other Mat.
ters: Be then perfuaded to let 1t have a due
and full Influence on you in this: and if 1t has
if you have but Faith as a Grain of Muftard.
feed, how can you avoid believing that pro.
moting Family Religion would be the bef
Means to promote your own temporal as well
as eternal Welfare ? For Godlinefs has the Pio-
mife of the Life that now is, as well as thaf
which 1s 1o comze.

Befides, you all, doubtlefs, wifh for honeft
Servants and pious Children: and to have them
prove otherwife, would be as great a Grief to
you, as 1t was to Elijab to have a treacherow
Gebazi, or David to be troubled with a rebel-
lious A%fulers. But how can 1t be expedlled
they fhould learn their Duty, except thole fcrl
over them take care to teach 1t them ¢ Is 1t not
as reafonable to expect you fhould reap where
you had not fown, or gather where you hud
got ftrawed ?

Did Chriftianity, indeed, give any Counte-
nance to Childron and Servants to difregand]
their Parents and Mofters accordiing to the Flih|
or reprefent their Duty to them as inconfiftent|
with their entire Obedience to their Father ail
Mafler which is in Heaven, there might then

be
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he fome Pretence to neglet inftruéting them
in the Principles of fuch a Religion.  But fince
- the Precepts of this pure and undefiled Reli-

gion are all of them holy, juft and good ;
and the more they are taught their Duty to
~ God, the better they will perform their Du-
~ ties to you 5 methinks then to neglect the Im-
' provement of their Souls, out of a Dread  of
- fpending too much Time i Religious Duties,
is acting quite contrary to your own Intereft, as
well as Duty.

g, Fifthly and laftly, If neither Gratitude
to God, Love to your Children, common -
flice to your Servants, nor even that moft pre-
vailing Motive Self-Intereff, will excite ; yet
“let a Confideration of the Terrors of the Lord
“perfuade you to put in Practice the pious Re-
folution in the Text., Remember the Time
“willcome, and that perhaps very fhortly, when
we muft all appear before the Judgment Seat
~of Chrift ; where we muft gtve a {olemn and
¢t Account how we have had our Canverfa-
tion, in our refpective Families, in this World.
“How will you endure to fee your Children and
Servants (who ought to be your Joy and Crown
of Rejoicing in the Day of our Lord Jefus
Chrift) coming out as fo many {wift Witnefles
againft you; curfing the Father that begat
them, the Womb that bare them, the Paps
'which they have [ucked, and the Buy they ever
entered into your Houfes ? Think you not th
‘Dimnation which Men mult endure for their

own Sins will be fufficient, that they need
Aa 2 load
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load themfelves with the additional Guilt of
being acceflary to the Damnation of other
alfo ? Oh confider this, all ye that forget t
{erve the Lord with your refpective Houfholds,
[} be pluce you away, and there be none to del:.
ver you !

Bat God forbid, Brethren, that any fuch
Evil thould befall you: No, rather will I
hope that you have been, in fome meafure,
convinced by what has been faid of the area
Impeoriasce of Family Religiony and therefore
are ready to cry' out, 1n the Words immed;-
ately following the Text, God forbid rhal v
fhauld forfake Fhe Lord , and again, Verfe 21,
Key but e wilf, with our feveral Houfholds,
feive the Lord. |

And that there may be always fuch a Flea
in you, Let me, to conclude, exhort all Go
verpours of Families, 1n the Name of ou
Lord jefus Chim, of"fsn to refle&t on the in-
eitimzabiz Worth of their own Souls, and the
miinite Ranfom, cven the precious Blood of
Jefus Chrilt, which has been paid down for
them. Kcmembﬁz, I befeech you remembey,
that you are fallen Cieatures, that you arc by
Witure loft to and eftranged from God ; and
tun You cam never be reftored to your prin
tive Happinefs, til by being born again o
the Holy Gholt, ycu arrive at your prinutive
Srate OF Purty, have the Image of God ren-
f‘:gmﬁed upon vour Souls, and are therely

made meet to be P: Tt"]xﬁl’a of the Inheritanc
with the Siints 1n Light. Do, 1 fay, but {n:

suly and frege f..t..tlfl -{le&t on, and alt as Ler
A S ‘ jOnJ
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fons that believe, fuch important Truths, and
you will no more neglect your Family’s {piri-
tual Welfare than your own.  No, the Love of
God, which will then be fbed abroad in your
Hearts, will conftrain you to do your utmoft to
preferve them : And the deep Senfe of God’s
free Grace, in Chrift Jefus, (which you will
then have) in calling you, will excite you to
do your utmoft to fave others, efpecially thofe
of your own Houfhold. And though, after
all your pious Endeavours, fome may continue
unreformed 3 yet you will have this comforta-
ble Refle€tion to make, that you did what you
could to make your Families religions 3 And
therefore may reft affured of fitting down in
the Kingdom of Heaven, with Abrabam, Fo-
fiua, and Cornelius, and all the godly Houl-
holders, who 1n their {everal Generations thone
forth as fo many Lights in their refpeive
Houtholds upon Earth,
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1 THESS. v. 23.
Bretiren, Pray for us.

e F we enquire, Why there 1s {o

Sura2ll little Love to be found amongft

/ ﬁ Chriftians, Why the very Cha-
A ralteriftick, by which every
SRR ﬁ one fhould know that we are
iz o] Difciples of the Holy Jefus, is
imoft banithed out of the Chriftian World,
—We fhall find it, in a great meafure, ow-~
ing to a Neglect or fuperficial Performance of
that moft God-like Part of fecret Prayer Inter-
iefion, or imploring the Divine Grace or Mercy
in behalf of Others.

Some forget this Duty of Praying for Others,
becaufe They feldom remember to Pray for
Themfelves : And even good People, who are
conftant in Praying to their Father which is
in Heaven, are often {o conftrained and felfith -
n their Addreffes to the Throne of Grace,
that they do not enlarge their Petitions for
the Welfare of their Fellow Chriftians as they
ought ; and thereby fall thort of attaining that
Chriftian Charity, that unfeigned Love of their
Brethren, which their facred Profeflion obliges
them to afpire after, and without which, tho
they would beflew all their Goods to feed the
Por, and even give their Bodies to be burned,
et it woula profit them Nothing.

—
ik

No. IX. Bbh Since
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Since then thefe Things are {o, I fhall from
the Words of the Text (though originally
intended to be more confined) endeavour to fthew,

Firft, That it is every Chriffian’s Duty to
Pray for Others, as well as for Him{elf,

Secondly, Who are Thefe that we ought to

Pray for, and in what Manner we fhould do i
And,

- Thirdly, 1 fhall offer fome Motive to excite
all Chriftians to abound in this Great Duty of
Intercelfion,

Firft then, T fhall endeavour to thew, That
it is every Chriftian’s Duty to Pray for others,
as well as for himielf.

Now Prayer is a Duty founded on Naturil
Religion; The very Heathens never neglected
it, though many Chriftian Heathens amongf
us do : And 1t 15 {o eflential to Chriftis.
nity, that you mignt as reafonably expect to
find a living Man without Breath, as a true
Chriftian without the Spirit of Prayer and Sup.
plication. Thus, no {ooner was St. P
converted, but bebold be Prayeth, faith the
Lord Almighty. And thus will it be wih
every Child of God, as foon as he becomes
fuch 3 Prayer being truly called, The natur
Cry of the New-born Soul.

For in the Heart of every true Believer
there is a Heavenly Tendency, a Divine At
tration, which as {:(;nﬁbly draws him to cor;:

yerlt
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verfe with God, as the Loadftone attracts the
Needle.

A deep Senfe of their own Weaknefs, and
of Chrift’s Fullne(s; a ftrong Convittion of
their Natural Corruption, and of the Neceffity
of renewing Grace 5 will not let them reff

from Crying Day and Night to their Almighty

Redeemer, that the Divine Image, which
they loft in Adam, may through His All-pow-
erful Mediation, and the Sanétifying Operati-
ons of His Blefled Spirit, be begun, carried
on, and fully perfefted both in their Souls and
Bodes.

Thus earneft, thus importunate, are all fin-
cere Chriftians in Praying for Themfelves: But
then, not having {o lively, lafting, and deep
1 Senfe of the Wants of their Chriftian Bre-
thren, They are for the moft part too remifs

‘and  defective in  their Prayers for them,

——Whereas, was the Love of God thed a-
broad in our Hearts, and did we love our
Neighbour in that Manner in which the Son

of God our Saviour Joveth us, and according

to his Command and Example, we could not
but be as importunate for their Spiritual and
Temporal Welfare, as for our own; and as
arneftly defire and endeavour that others
hould thare in the Benefits and Bleflings of the
Death and Paffion. of Jefus Chrift as we our
lelves,

Let not any one think, that this is an un-

ommon Degree of Charity; an high Pitch

of PerfeCtion, which every one cannot attain

into y~=—fince it is no fuch thing i~———"For if
Bb 2 we:
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we are all commanded to Love our Neiphboyy
(that is, every Man) even as ourfelves, nay,
to lay down our Lives for the Brethren 3 then,
it is the Duty of all to pray for their Neigh.
bours as much as for themfelves, and by all
poffible Acts and Expreffions of Love and Af.
feCtion towards them, at all times, to fhew
their Readinefs even to lay down their Lives
for them, if ever it fhould pleafe God to call
them to 1t. |

Our Blefled Saviour, as he hath fet us an
Example that we fhould follow his Steps in
every thing elfe, {o hath he more efpecially
1n this: For in that moft Divine, that
moft perfet and inimitable Prayer (recorded
in the 17th of St. fobn) which he put up
juft before his Paffion, we find but few Pe.
titions for his own, though many for his
Difciples Welfare : And in that moft perfect
Form which he has been pleafed to prefcribe
us, we are taught to fay,————not Ay, but
Our Father,——Thereby to put us in mind,
that, whenever we approach the Throne of
Grace, we ought to Pray, not in our own
Name alone, but in the Name of all our Bre.
thren in Chrift,

Interceflion then is certainly a Duty incume.

bent upon all Chriftians.

Whom we are to intercede for, and how
this Duty is to be performed, comes next to
be confidered, — under my Second General

Head,
1. And,
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1. And, Firft, our Interceflion muft be uni-
yerfal ——1I will (fays the Apoftle) that Pray-
ers, Supplications, and Interceffions, be made for
il Men.~——Yor as God’s Mercy is over all
bis Worksy, as fefus Chriff died to redeem a
People out of all Nations and Languages ; {o we
thould pray, that a// Men may come to the Know-
ldee of the Truth, and be [aved. Many pre-
cous Promifes are made in holy Writ, that
the Gofpel fhall be publifbed through the whole
World, that the Earth [ball be covered with the
Knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters cover the .
Sez 3 and therefore it is our Duty not to con-
fine our Petitions to our own . Nation, but to
pray that all thofe Nations, whs now fit in Dark-
nefs and in the Shadow of Death, may have
the glorious Gofpel fhine out wpon them, as well
asupon wus. But you need not that any Man
fhonld teach you this, fince ye youyfelves are tanght
of God, even of Jefus Chrift himfelf, to pray
that his Kingdom may come 5 part of the mean-
ing of which Petition is, That God’s Ways
may be knmown upon Earth, and bis faving
Health among all Nations.

2, Next to the praying for all Men, we
fhould, according to St. Paul’s Rule, pray for
Kings ; particularly, for our prefent Sove-
reign King George, and all that are put In
Authority under him : that we may lead quies
Lives, in all Godline(s and Honefty.——For,
f we confider how heavy the Burden of Go-
vernment is, and how much the Welfare of
any People depends on the Zeal and godly

Conver-
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Converfation of thofe that have the Ryl
over them : If we fet before us the many
Dangers and Difficulties, to which Governours
by their Station are expoizd, and the conti-
nual Temptations they lye under to Luxury
and Self-Indulgence; we fhall not only pity,
but pray for them,——That he who preferved
Efther, David, and Fofiab, unfpottea from the
Werld, amidft the Grandeur of a Court, and
gave Succefs to their Defigns, would alfo
preferve them holy and unblameable, and
profper all the Works of their Hands upon

them.

3. But, Thirdly, You ought i a more
efpecial Manner, to pray for thole whom the
Holy Gheft bath made Overfeers over Yo,
This is what Saint Pax/ begs, again and a-
gain, of the Churches to whom he writes:
—— Brethren, fays he in the Text, Pray fur
#s 3 and again, in his Epiftle to the Zphe
Sfians, Praying always, fays he, with all
manncr of Supplication, and for me alfo, tial
I may open my Mouth boldly to declare the
Miftery of the Gofpel. "And in another Place,
to exprefs his Earneftnefs in this Requeft, and
the great Importance of their Prayers for
him, He bids the Church Strive, (or,
as the original Word fignifies, Be in an Agony)
topether with bim in their Prayers. And {ure-
ly, if the great St. Paul, that chofen Vefiel,
that Favourite of Heaven, needed the moft
importunate Prayers of his Chriftian Converts;

-.-.much more do the ordinary Minifters of
the
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the Gofpel ftand in need of the Interceflion of
their refpective Flocks,

And I cannot but in a more efpectal Man-
ner infift upon this Branch of your Duty,
hecaufe it is a Matter of fuch Importance:
For no doubt, much Good is frequently with-
held from many, by reafon of their neglect-
ing to pray for their Minifters, which they
would have recetved, had they prayed for
them as they ought. Not to mention, that
People often complain of the want of diligent
and faithful Paftors. But how do they de-
ferve good Paftors, who will not earneftly pray
to God for fuch ?

The Church has fet apart four Seafons mn
the Year, for this Purpofe, and to call down
a Blefling on thofe who are to be ordained to
any holy Funétion : But by how very few are
the Ember Days obferved! And if we will not
Pray to the Lord of the Harveff, can it be
expelted——He will [end forth Labourers iuto
bis Harveft ¢

Befides, What Ingratitude is it----not to
pray for your Minifters! For fhall they
Watch and Labour in the Word and Do-
ttrine for you, and for your Salvation, and
hall not you pray for them in Return?
If a1y beftow Favours on your Bodies, you
think it right, meet, and your bounden Duty,
to pray for them ; and fhall not they be re-
membered in your Prayers,. who daily feed
and nourith your Souls? Add to all this,
that praying for your Minifters, will be a
manifeft Proof of your believing That

though
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though Paul plant, and Apollos water, yet it
15 God alone who giveth the Increafe. And
you will alfo find 1t the beft Means you can
ufe, to promote your own Welfare : becaufe
God, in anfwer to your Prayers, may im.
part a double Portion of his holy Spirit to them,
“whereby they will be qualified to deal out to
you larger Meafures of Knowledge m Spiritual
Things, and be enabled more fkilfully 70 di-
vide the Word of Truth.

Would Men but conftantly obferve this Di.
retion, and when their Minifters are praying
in their Name to God,——humbly befecch
him to perform all their Petitions : or, when
théy are fpeaking in God’s Name to them,---
Pray that the Holy Ghoft may fall op all then
that bear the Word ; we thould ther find 3
more vifible good Effet of their Doltrine,
and a greater mutual Love between Minifters
and their People.  For Minifters Hands would
then be held up by the People’s Interceffions,
and the People would: niever dare to vilify o
traduce thofe who are the conftant Subject of
their Prayers.

4. Next to our Minifters, our Friesds clami

a Place in our Interceffions but then we fhould
not content ourfelves with praying in gerenl
Terms for them, but fuit our Prayers to their
particular Circumftances. 'When Miriam was
afflicted with a Leprofy from God, Mfes
cried and fawl, Lord, IHeal her 3 and when
the Nobleman came to apply to Jefus Chrilt
in behalf of his Child, He faid, Lord,
/i1t
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litle Daugbter lieth at the Point of Death, I

wray thee, come, and beal ber.  In like mannef,
when any of our [riends are under any af-
fitting Circumftances, we fhould endeavour to
pray for them, with a particular regard to
thole Circumftances.  For inftance, Is a Friend
ick ? We fhould pray, that if it be God’s
700d] Pleafure, it may not bz unto Death ;
hut if otherwife, that he would give him
Grace fo to take his Vifitation, that, after
this painful Life ended, he may dwell with
him in Life everlafting! Is a Friend in doubt
inany Matter ? We thould lay his Cafe before
God, as Mpfes did that of the Daughter of
Lelovhebad, and pray, that God’s holy Spirit
may lead him mto all Truth. Is he in want?
We fhould pray, that his Faith may never
fil, and that 1n God’s due time he may be re-
leved. And in all other Cafes, we fhould. -
not pray for our Friends only in geieral, but
it our Petitions to their particular Suffer-
iwrs and Afflitons; tor otherwile, we may
never afk perhaps for the Things our Friends
moft waxnt.

[r mult be confefled, that fuch a Procedure
will oblige us fometimes to breax from the
Forms we ufe 5 but if we accuftom ourfelves to
t, and have a deep Senfe of what we afk for,
the moft illiterate Chriftians ~iill not want
Words to.exprefs themiclves.

We Luave many nodle Inftances i holy
Scripture of the Succefs of this kind of perti-
iwlar Ingerceffion ; but none more remarkable
tan that of JLrakan’s Servant, 1n the Book of

| Cec . Genefis,
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Genefis,——who being {ent to feek a Wife for
his Son Ifaac, prays in amoft particular Man.
ner in his Behalf.——And the fequel of the
Story informs us how remarkably his Prayer
was anfwered. And did Chriffians now pray
for their Friends in the {ame particular Man.
ner, and with the fame Faith as Abrabaw’s
Servant did for his Mafter; they would, no
doubt, iIn many Inftances, recetve as vifibe
Anfwers, and have as much Reafon to blefs

God for them as he had.

5. But farther, as we ought thus to inter-
cede for our Friends, {o in litke manner muft
we al{o pray for our Enemies. Blefs them thas
curfe you, fays Jelus Chnift, and pray for them
that defpitefully ufe you, and perfecute you :
Which Commands he inforced in the ftrongeft
Manner by his own Example, when in the
very Agonies and Pangs of Death, he prayed
even. for his Murderers, Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they do | ——This,
it muft needs be confefied, 15 a difficult Duty,
yet not impracticable to thofe, who have re-
nounced the Things of this prefent Life, (from
an inordinate Love of which alone, all En-
mities artfe) and who knowing the terrible
Woes denounced againft thole who offend
Chriff’s Little Ones, can, out of real Pity and
Senfe of their Danger, pray for thofe by whon
fuch Offences come. -

| 6. laftly, and to conclude this Head,—

We fhould intercede for all that are any Ways
| afflicted
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Mited in Mind, Body or Eftate; — for all

who defire, and ftand in need of our Pray-
ers :—— And for all who donot pray for them-
felves. ’

And, OAi! that all who hear me, would fet
apart fome Time every Day, for the due Per-
formance’of this moft neceflary Dity!---- In
order to which,

I fhall now proceed to the Third General
Thing propofed 5 namely, To fhew the Advan-
rges, and offer fome Confiderations to excite
you to the Practice of Darly Interceffion.

1. And, firft, 1t will fill your Hearts with
Love one to another.----He that every Day in-
tercedes at the Throne of Grace for all Man-
kind, cannot but in a fhort Time be filled
with Love and Charity to a// : and the fre-
quent Exercife of his Love in this Manner,
will infenfibly enlarge his Heart, and make
him Partaker of that exceeding Abundance of
it which 15 1n Gbrift Fefus our Lord! Envy,
Malice, Revenge, and fuch like hellith Tem- -
pers, can never long harbour in a gracious
Interceflor’s Breaft;-----But he will be filled
with Joy, Peace, Meeknels, Long-Suffering,
and all other Gifts and Graces of the holy
Spirit. By frequently laying his Neighbour’s
Wants before God, he will ‘be touched with
2 Fellow-feeling of them; He will re-
joice with thofe that do rejoice, and weep
with thofe that weep.——Every Blefling be-
ltowed on others, inftead of exciting Envy
m him, will be looked on as an Anfwer t

Cco2 his
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~ his particular Interceffion, and fill his Soul with

Yoy unfpcckeble and full of Glory.
Indeed, I will not affirm, that this bleffed

[
|

Temper of Mind can be acquired il at once: |

No, ---- as cther Graces, {o muft this Chyi
ftian Love be obtained by Degrees. But do
you abound in Acts of general and purticulr
Interceflions; and when you hear of your
Neighbours Faults, inftead of relating them
to, and expofing them before Others, ,---Lay
them 1n fecret before God, and beg of hvn
to correft and amend them When you hear
of a notorious Sinner, inftead of thinking,
You do well to be angry 5 beg of Fefus Chiift
to convert and moke him a Monument of his
Free Grace : and you cannot imagine what 2
blefled Alteration this Praltice will make m
your Heart, and how much you will increafe
Day by Day in the Spirit of Love and Meek-
nefs towards all Mankind !

But farther, to excite you to the conftant
Pratice of this Duty of Interceffion ; confi-
der the many Inftances given us in holy
Scripture, of the Power and Efficacy of it
Great and excellent Things are there recorded
as the Effefts of this Divine Employ. It has
ftopped Plagues, 1t has opcned and fhut Hea-

yen ; and has frequently turned away God's

Fury from his People. How was Aoimelech’s

Houfe freed from the Difeafe God f{ent amongf:
them, at the Interceflion of Alrahai I When
Phineas food np and prayed, how {oon did e
Plague ceafe ! When Daniel humbled and af.
‘h&cd his Soul, and nterceded for the Lora’s

- Inhe-
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[nheritance, how quickly was an Angel dif-
patched to rell him, His Prayer was. beard !
And, to mention but one Inftance more,
how does God own himielt as 1t were quite
overcome with the Importunity of Mofes,
when he was interceding for his idolatrous Peo-
ple,-~=- Let me alone, fays God !

This {ufficiently thews, I could almoft fay
the Omnipotency of Intercefion, and how
we may, like Faced, wreftle with God, and
by an Loly Violence prevail both for ourfelves
and others. And no doubt’t1s owing to the
fecret and prevailing Interccflions of the few
richteous Souls who {till remain among us,
that God has yet fparcd this miferably finful
Nation : For were there not {fome fuch faithful
ones, like Mofes, left to ftand in the Gap,—-
We thould foon be deftroyed, even as was
Sadom, and reduced to Ailhes like unto Ge-
moirvah.

But, to ftir you up yet farther to this god-
ke Exercile of- Iuterceffion, confider that,
in all probability, it is the frequent Employ-
ment even of the glortied Saints: For
though they are delivered from the Burden
of the Flefh, and reftored to the glorinus
Libercy. of the Sons of God, yet, as their
Happines cannot be perfectly confummated
‘till the Refurrection of the Laft Day, when
21l their Brethren will be glorified with them,
---We cannot but think they are often tmpor-
wnate in befeeching our  heavenly Father,
hortly to accomplith the Number of his Elect,
md to haften his Kingdom. And fhall net

we,
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we, who are on Earth, be often exercifed i
this divine Employ with this glorious Com.
pany of the Spirits of Fuff Men made Pe-
feti ¢ Since our Happinefs 15 {o much to
confift in the Communion of Saints in the
Church Triumphant adeve, fhall we not fre:
quently intercede for the Church Militant Jei
pelow 5 and earneftly beg, that we may all be
one, even as the holy Jefus and his Father
are.one, that we may alfo be made Perfelt i
one ! |

To provoke you to this great Work and
Labour of Love, Remember, that it is the
never-ceafling Employment of the holy and
highly exalted Jefus himfelf, who fits at the.
Right-hand of God to hear all our Prayers |
and to make continual Interceffion for us! Sa
that he who 1s conftantly employed in inter-
ceding for others, 1s doing zbat on FEarth,
which the eternal Son of God 15 always doing
in Heaven.

Imagine therefore, when you are lifting up
holy Hands in Prayer for one another,—
That you fee the Heavens opened, and the
Son of God 1n all his Glory ; as the great High
Prieft of your Salvation, offering up and plewc.
ing for you, the All- fuﬁiuent Merit of his
Sacrifice before the Throne of his heavenly
Father l—Join then your Interceffions with
his, and befeech him that they may through
him come up as Incenfe, and be received as 2
{weet-fmelling Savour, Qﬂceptab e in the Sigh
of God! This Imagi-nﬂtion will i’clencrth».n
vour Faith, excite a holy Earnellnefs in you
| Pr ,,11(3151,
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Prayers, and make you wreftle with God, as
Yocob did, when be faw bim Faoce to Face,
md his Life was preferved; as Abrabam,
when he pleaded for Seodom; and as Fefus
Chrift himf{elf, when he prayed, being in an
Agony, fo much the more earneftly the Night
before his bitter Paffion !

And now, Brethren, what fhall I {ay more,
fince you are taught of Fefus Chriff himfelf, to
shound in Love, and in this geod IV ork of pray-
ing one for another ?----However, I cannot
but recommend to you one general Means, in
order to make your Interceflion more effectual,
that is,----T'0 lead fuch Lives as may make your
Prayers accepted in the beloved The effelinal fervent
Prayer of a righteons Man availeth much, faith
St. Fames.  Xou fball go to my Servant Fob,
fays God, and be fhall pray for you. 1t 1s this,
It is this, my Brethren, muft make your Jx-
terceffions pierce the Clouds! For the Prayers
of the Wicked are an Abomination to the Loid,
Would you therefore prevail with God for
others, Be Holy even as God is Holy yourlelves :
Labour daily after freth Degrees of Grace, and
your Interceffions will acquire freth Degrees of
Acceptance and Efficacy in Heaven. Do but
walk as becometh the Gofpel of TFefus Chiift s
be but in earneft about working out your cwn
tlernal Salvation 3 and your Interceffions will
then come forth as Incenfe before God, and the lift-
g up of your Hands be as an Evening Sacrifice.---
Tho’ ever {o mean, tho’ as poor as Lezars, you
will #ben become Benefaltors to all Mankind s
Thoufands, and twenty times ten thoufands,

will
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will then be dleffod for your Jakes! and after
you have employ ed a few Years in this Divipe
Exercife bere, you will be tranflated to tha
happy Place, where you have {o often wifhed
others might be advanced; and be exalted to
fit at the Right-hand of our All-powerful, All-
prevailling Lizerceffor, in the Kingdom of his
heavenly Father hereafier !

However, I cannot but in an efpecial Man-
ner preis this upon you mew, becaufe all ye, a-
mongit whom I have now been Preaching, in
a1l Probability will fee me no more :
For I am now gomg (I truft under the Con-
duét of God’s moft holy Spirit) from you,
knowing not what {hall befall me: I nced
therefore your moit importunate Interceffions,
that nothing may move me from my Duty,
and that I may not count even my Life dear

unto mylelf, {o that I may fimfh my Courle

with Joy, and the Miniftry 1 have recetved ot

the Lord Jefus, to teftily the Gofpel of the
Grace of God !

Whilft T have been here, to the beft of my |

Knowledge, 1 have not tuled to declare unto
you the whole Will of God :-—And though
ny Preaching may have been a Savonr of
Death unto Death to {fomey yet 1 truft 1t has
been allo ¢ Savour ¢f Life unto Life to others:
and therefore I carneftly hops that thoie wil
not fail to remember me 1n thewr Prayers.  As
for my own Part, the many unmerited Kind
nefles 1 have received frem you, will not fufﬁr

me to.forget you: Out of the Deep therefore I

truft hall 1 my Cry come unto God; and whillt

the

]
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the Winds and Storms are blowing over me,
unto the Lord will I make my Supplication
for you. For it is but a little while, and we
wust all cppear befire the Fudgment-Seat of
Chrift 3 where I muft give a ftriét Account of
the Do&rine I have preached, and you of
jour Improvement under it. And oh! that 1
miy never be called out as a fwift Witnefs,
sminft any of thofe dear Brethren in Chrift,
for whofe Salvation I have fincerely, though
too faintly, longed and laboured !---

It is true, I have been cenfured by fome as
alting out of finifter and felfith Views; fus
it is a fmall Matter with me to be judged by
Man’s Judgment ; [ hope my Eye 1s
ingle, but I befeech you, Brethren, by the
Mercies of God in Chrift Jefus, pray that it
nay be more fo! —— and that I may increafe
with the increafe of Grace in the Knowledge
ad Love of God, through Jefus Chriit our
Lord.

And now, Brethren, what fhall I fay more?
——1I could with to continue my Difcourfe
much longer : for I can never fully exprefs
the Defire of my. Soul towards .you !
Finally therefore, Brethren, whatfoever Things
are boly, whatfoever Things are puve, what=
Juver Things are honeft, <whatfoeyer Things
are of good reports if there be any Confolation
m Chrift, if any Fellowhip of the Spirit, if
ny hopes of our appearing to the Comfort
of each other at the awful Tribunal of Jefus
Chnift,——Think. of ihe Things that you bave
teard, and of thofe which your Paltors have.

D d declared




18 Interceflon every

declared and will yet declare unto you; and
continue under their Miniftry to work oxs your
own Sclvation with Fear and Trenbling :—.
{o that whether I fhould never {ee you any
more, or whether- it fhall pleafe God 1
bring me back again at any time, I may al-
ways have the Satisfaction of knowing that your
Converfation 1s fuch as becometh the Gofpel of
Chrift.
- I almoft perfuade myfelf, that I could wil:
lingly fuffer all Things, fo that it might any
ways promote the Salvation of yoeur precious
and immortal Souls ;- - And I befeech you, a
my laft Requeft, Odey them that bave the
Rule cver you in the Lord; and be always
ready to attend on their Miniftry, as it i
your bounden Duty. Think not that I defsre
'to have mylelf exalted at the Expence of an-
other’s Charaéter 5 but rather think this——Nu
t0 - bave ‘any Man’s Perfen too much n Al-
miration 5 but effeem all your Miniftcrs bighl
sn -Love, as they jultly delerve for their Works
ake. ' - ,
And now, Brethren, I commend you o,
God, and to the Word of his Grace, which
is able to build you up, and give you an Inhe.
ritance amongft all them that are fanchfied
May God reward you for all your Works o
Faith, and - Labours of Love; and make yot
to abound more and more in every good Werd
and Work towards all Men. May he truly
convert a1l -that have been convinced, and -
waken all that are. Dead in Trefpaffes and
Sius! May he confirm all that are waver

e |
Ing.
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ng! And may you all go on from one
Degree of Grace unto another, *till you arrive
nto the Meafure -of the Stature of the Full-
refs of Chrift; and thereby be made meet
o ftand before that God, in whofe Prefence ;s
the Litllnefs of Foy, and at whofe Right-hand
there are Pleafures for evermore! |

Amen! Amen!

Dd ¢
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e H E follozuing Colleltroir of
é%}. Prayers 15 defigied only for

o Nl thofe asho, by the Mercy of
 God, have, fult, Lesfurc
and Rﬁﬁlzzz‘iwz 2 ]E*t (sz(zrt at f’@/ﬁ

half an Hour twice o Day, foi their
prf-wte *,A’ddreﬂ o5 1o affz‘w s and,
lecondly, @ fincere Reverence for, if
ot fome  Acquaintance with, the
Aucient Chraftian Church.. He avho
has not the former RQualifications,
will take Offence at the Length s he
. | kg
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evho has not the ]ﬂl‘té’i", at the Mas.
ter of them.

The: Intention of the Collelfor
was, firlt, To have Forms of Proye
for every Day 1n the Weck, each of
awhich “contasned [omething of De-
precation, Petition, Thank[groing

&)
and Interceffion : Secondly, To have

/izcb Formis for tbofe Days  ahicl
the Chriftian Church has cver judged
pecultorly  proper for Religtons Re-
jotcing, as contained little of D
precation, but were explicst ond Jaige
in Alts of Love and Thank(groing.
- Thirdly, To have [uch for thofe
Days, awhich from the Age of the
qu/if/e.r have been ﬁt. apart for
Religious Moarmng, as contatned
little of Thauk[gromg, but e
full and exprefs 1n Aits of Contrition
and Himilaton.  Fourtnly, To hav
Interceffons every Day, for all thfe
whom our own Church dirells us 1o
remember W our Prayers. — And,

' R Fifthly,

}
o

|
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Fifthly, To comprize in the courfe of
Petstions for the Heek, the avhole
Ssheme of onr Chriftran Duty.

W hoever follows the Direttion of
i excellent Charchy 1n the Inter-
pretation of the Holy Scriptures, by
keeping clofe to that Senfe of them
which the Catholick Eathers and Ap-
c1eit B%apf have delivered to [ue-
weding Generations, will eafily fee
that the avhbole @ﬁeﬁz of Chriftian
Duty 15 redincible to  thefe Fyoe
Heads.

Firlt, The Renouscing ourfelves :
It any Man will come after me, let

him #* renpunce himfclf, and follow

No. X. Ee me.

YA e dS SauTer,
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me. This simplies, fult, A Hioroug)y
Conviction that e are 1ot our owi .
that ae are nob the Proprietors of
orrfcloes, or airy thing ave eijoy ;
that we bave no right fo difpofe of
our Goods, Bodiesy Sorls; or airy of
the Atwns or Pqﬂfofz.r Of them.  Se
condly, A folemn Refolution to aif
ﬁzimf)lj/ to this Cenvictions ot o
live to ourfelves, wor to purfue ou
'0.-5;;_;;) D%w, 7200 10 plc*ﬂ_/e ozz;fékm,
720 £0 fzﬁ; o owir Bl to be aiy
Pi‘ffﬁ(}j}f)lﬁ cf Abtzon to s,

Secondly, Swch a Renunciation of
o,?ﬁjélvw ;zzzzfzz;*zzily Jeads #5 to th
Devoting of ourfeloes to God: As
this inplics, Fult, A thorough Coi-
=iGion, thet we are Gods o Thol

H

i
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| He 15 the ProPrietor cf /ﬂ/ WE AVes
wd Al we have = And that not on-
by Right of Creation, but of
Purchafe; for He died for All:
and therefore died for All, that
they which' live fhould not hence-
forth live unto themfelves, but un-
to Him that died for them. Se-
condly, A ﬁ)lmﬁ Refolution 29 -
ot [urtably to this ConviCtion: To
live unto God, to render unto God
he things which arc God’s, even
All we are, and All we have, to
dlorily Him i our Bodies, and in
our Spirits, wwrth all the Poweis,
id all the Streigth of each, and
o ke bis FFll our j ole Principle
if Altion.

Ee 2 Thirdly,
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Thirdly, Self-Denzal 15 the im-
niediate anfeqﬁence of this.  For
whofocver has determined 1o live i
]0@61‘ to the Dﬁ]z}w (f Mé’ﬁ, but 1y
the Wil of God, avill foon  find
that bhe cannot be true to his Pur-
pofe, awithout dehying himfelf, and
taking up his Crofs daily. He il
datly feel  fome Defire awhich hus
one Principle of Aftion, the Will of
.God, does not require him to tndulge,
In this therefore he muft either deny
himfelf, or fo far deny the Fath.
He awill daily meet <orth fome Means
of drawing nearer to God, ashic)
are zgfzp]ez'ﬁfzg to F/f’//ﬂ and  Blood.
Tn thefe therefore he muft etther take
2 Ciofs, or [o f(zr renounce his

Maffer. |
Fourthly,
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Fourthly, By a conftant Exercife
of Self-Dental, the trie Follower of
Chrift comifzzmlb/ advances 17 Mor=
tfication. He 15 more and more
dead to the World, and the Things
of the World, 220} at length he can
Jap, with that * Perfett Difciple
of his Lord, 1 defire nothing more
but God; or awsth St Paul, T am
cructfied unto the World; I am dead
with Chrift : T live not, but Chrift

liveth 11 me.

Fifthly, Chnft livethinme: This
15 the fulfulling of the Lavw, the
loft Stage of Chriftian Holinefs :
This maketh the Man of God per-
tet; He that being dead to the

World,
¥ Marquis de Renty.
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World, 75 aliwe to God, the Defiie
of awhofe Soul 75 wnto his Naie,
avho has grven hine bis awhole Heart,
awho delights 1 him, and 1 nothing
f'ffé’ but what tends o /Jzﬁz 20l
for his [ake burns with Love to all
Mankind; who weither thinks, [peaks,
wor aéis, but to fulfil bis Will, 1;
on the laft Round of the Ladder 1
Heaven ; Grace hath had 155 fz.fﬂ
Work wpon bis Soul; the mext Siep
bz takes 15 13t Glozf'y.

May the God of Glory give wutg
Us who have not already attained
This, netther are already Perfedt,
to do This One Thing, forgetting
thofe Things which are Lehind and

reac hmO‘ fmth unto thofe '1 hmgs

which
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which are before, to prefs toward

this Mark, for the Prize of our High
Calling 1n Chrilt Jefus.

Mf@/ he ﬁ) €/ ig*ln‘c’iz ot E)/’H,
that we may reckon all Things but
Lofs, for the Excellency of the
Knowledge of Chrift Jefus our Loid
ind {o {tablith our Hearts, that we
may rejoice to fuffer the Lofs of all
Things, and count them but Dung,

that we may win Chrift.







COLLECTION

OF

Forms of PRAYER

F OR

Every Day in the Week.

el

AY mgdagy Morning.

mehty God, Father of all
) Mercies, I thy unworthy Ser- s
vant defire to prefent myfelf,
N with all Humility, before Thee,
7 £ & to offer my Morning Sactifice
A<t of Love and Th'mkfcrlvmg' :
| Glory be to Thee, O moft adorable Father,
Who after Thou hadft finifhed the Work of

Ff Creation,
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Creation, enteredft into thy Eternal Reft,
Glory be to Thee, O Holy Jefus, who having |
through the Eternal Spirit offered Thyfelf
a full, perfedt, and fufhcient Sacrifice for
the Sins of the whole World, didft rife |
again the third Day from the Dead, and }
hadft all Power given Thee both 1 Heaven |
and on Farth. Glory be to Thee, O Blefled |
Spirit, who proceeding from the Father
and the Son, didt come down 1n fiery
Tongues on the Apoftles, on the Fuft Dy
of the Week, and didft enable them to Preach
the Glad Tidings .of Salvation to a finful|
World, and haft ever fince been moving on
the faces of Mens Souls, as Thou didft once]
on the face of the great Deep, bringing them
out of that dark Chaos in which they were
involved. Glory be to Thee, O Holy Un-
divided Trinity, for jointly concurring in
the Great Work of our Redemption, and
reftoring us again to the Glorious Liberty
of the Sons of God. Glory be to Thee, who
in Compaffion to human Weaknefs, not capa-
ble of an uninterrupted Contemplation of
Thee, haft appointed a folemn Day for the
Remembrance of thy ineftimable Benefits. 0
Jet me ever efteem it my Privilege and Happ:
nefs, to have a Day fet apart for the Concers
of my Soul, a Day free from Diftractions
difengaged from the World, wherein 1 have
nothing to do but to Praife and to Love Thee.
O let it ever be to me, a Day facred to dr

vine Love, a Day of hegavenly Reft and R
{refhment.
Let
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Let thy Holy Spirit, who on the firft Day

of the Week defcended in miraculous Gifts
on thy Apoftles, defcend on me thy unwor-
thy Servant, that I may be always 7iz zhe Spirit
ot the Lord’s Day.  Let his blefled Infpiration
prevent and aflift me in all the Daties of this
thy Sacred Day, that my wandring Thoughts
may all be fixed on Thee, my tumultuous Af-
feCtions compoted, and my flat and cold De-
fires quickened into fervent Longings and
Thirftings after Thee. O let me join in the
Prayers and Praifes of thy Church with ardent
nd heavenly Aflections, hear thy Word with
arrelt Attention and a fixed Refolution to
obey 1t.  And when I approach thy Altar,
pour into my Heart Homility, Farh, Hope,
Love, and all thofe Holy Difpofitions, which
become the folemn Remembrance of a Cruci-
fied Saviour. Let me employ this whole Day
to the Ends for which it was ordained, 1
Works of Necellity and Mercy, in Prayer,
Praife and Meautation 5 and Jet the W ords of my
Mouth, and the Meditation of wmy Hffm be+ al-
ways geceptable in thy fight.

[ know, O Lord, that Thou hall com-
manded me, and therefore it is my Daty,
o love thee with all my Heart, and with
Al my Strength. I know thou art infinite-
ly Holy "and overflowing in all Perfection,
and therefore it 15 my Daty o ta lave
Thee. |

Ff 2 I know
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I know Thou haft created me, and that Y

have neither Being nor Blefling but what is the
effet of thy Power and Goodnels.

I know Thou art the End for which T wag
created, and that I can expect no Happinefs
but in Thee.

I know that in Love to me, being loft in
Sin, Thou didft {end thy only Son, and that
He being the Lord of Glory did humble him.
{elf to the Death upon the Crofs, that I might
be raifed to Glory.

I know Thou haft provided me with ‘all nc
ceffary Helps for carrying me thro’ this Life to
that of Eternal Glory, and this out of the Ex-
cefs of thy pure Mercy to me, unworthy of all
Mercies.

I know Thou haft promis’d to be Thyfelf
my exceeding great Reward. 'Tho’ it is Thou
alone who Thylclt workest in me, both to will

and dog of thy good Pleafure.

Upon thefe and many other Titles, I con-
fefs 1t is my Daty, To love Thee my God,
with all my Heart; give thy Strength unto
thy Servant, that thy Love may hll my Heart,
and be the Motive of all the ufe I make
of my Underftanding, my Affettions, my
Senfes, my Health, my Time, and whatever

ther Talents I have recetved from Thee

Le:
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Let This, O God, rule my Heart, without
o Rval: Let 1t difpofe all my Thoughts,
Words, and Works ; and thus only can I fulil
my Duty and thy Commahd, of loving Thee
with all my Hearty and Mind, and Sou! and
Strength.

O Thou Infinite Goodnefs, confirm thy
mft Mercies to me, by enabling. me for what
remaing of my Life,” to be more Faithful
than I have hitherto been, to this thy great
Command. For the time I have yet to fo-
ourn on Earth, O let me fatisfy this great
Duty. Permit me not to be in any Delufion
here : Let me not reft in any external Devo-
ton : Let me not truft in Words, or Sighs,
or Tears, but love Thee even as Thou haft
commanded. ILet me feel, and then I fhall
know what it 15, to love Thee with all my
Heart,

O Merciful God, whatfoever Thou denieft
me, deny me not this Love. Save me from
the Idolatry of loving the World, or any of
ihe Things of the World. Let me never love
ny Creature, but for thy fake, and in {ub-
ordination to thy Love, Take Thou the full
poffeflion of my Heart, raile there thy
Throne, and command there, as Thou
doft in Heaven. Being created by Thee, let
me live to thec; being created for thee, let
me ever act for thy Glory ; Being redeemed
by Thee, let me render unto Thee that is

Thine,
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Thine, and let my Spirit ever cleave t0 Thee
alone !

Let the Prayers and Sacrifices of thy Holy
Church offered unto Thee this Day, be gra-
cioufly accepted 5 Cloath thy Priefts with Righ-
teonfuefs, and pardon all ihy People who are
not prepared accerding  to the Preparation of
the Sanfluary.  Profper all thofe who are
fincerely engaged in propagating Or promot-
ing ;thy Faith and Love (—): Give
thy Son the Heathen for bis Inberitance, end
the uimost Parts of the Earth for bis Pofff-
fion : that from the rihing up of the Sun
unto the going down of the fame, Thy
Name may be great among the (entiles,
Fnable us of this Nation, and clpecially
Thofe whom Thou haft {fet over us mn
Church and State, in our feveral Stations,
o f{erve Thee in all Holinefs, and to Axow
the Love of Chrifp <which pafleth  Kugi-
fedge. -Continue to us the Meanis of Grace, and
grant’ we may never provoke Thee by our
non-improvement to deprive Us of them,
Pour down thy Blefling upon our Univerfities
( ), that they may ever promote 'Liue
Religion and Sound Learning. Shew Mercy,
O Lord, to my Father and Mother, my Bro-
thers and Sifters, to all my Friends ( ——)
Relations and Enemies, and to all that are in
Afli&ion. Let thy Fatherly Hand be over
them, and thy Holy Spirit ever with then;
that fubmitting themieives entirely to thy X_{\TillT

Al
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and directing all their Thoughts, Words and
Works to thy Glory, they with thofe that are
already dead in the Lord, may at length enjoy
Thee, 1n the Glories of thy Kingdom, thre’
Jefus Chrift our Lord, who liveth and reigneth

with Thee and the Holy Ghoft, One God,
Blefled for ever.

Our Fuather, &c.

Sunday
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Geeral Queftions, which a ferions

Chi u_iﬂ‘imz Ay pio [)q/ ¢ 1o bimﬁlf,

: Z"{’ﬁn*f," e begﬁu iy Evening
Dewoticis.

1. With what Degree of Attention and-Fer-

vour did I ufe my Morning Prayers, Publick
or Private ?

2. Have I done any thing without a pre-
fent, or at leaft a previous, Perception, of s

diret, or remote Tendency to the Glory of
God ?

2. Did I inrthe Morning confider, what par-
ticular Virtue I was to exercife, and what Buf-
nefs I had to do in the Day ?

4. Have I been Zealous to undertake, and
Active in coing what good I could ?

5. Have

\
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5, Have I intereffed myfelf any farther
in the Affairs “of others, than Charity re-
quired ! f : = o

6. Have I, before I vifited or was vifited,
confidered, how I' might thereby give or re-
ceive Improvement ?

7. Have I mention’d any Failing or Fault of
mny Man, when 1t was not neccffary for the
ﬂood of another?

8. Have I unneceﬂ”an]y gneved any one
by Word or’ Deed P ~

9. ‘Have 1 before, or'in, every confiderable -
Converfation or Acdtion, confider’d, how it
might be made a Means. of zmprovmg in thc ,

Virtue of the Day ?

Par tfczzldr @tqﬂzom relatmg to tlJe
Love of God,

. Have I approprlated f'ome Part of this

Day,. to thinking upon- his Perfettions and
Mercies ? ~

2. Have I laboured to: make this Day,

Day of Heavenly Reft, facred to Dlvme
Love ?

Gg . 3. Have:
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2. Have I employed thofe Parts which

were not employed in Prayer, Reading, and
Meditation, in Works of Neceflity and
Mercy ¢

My Father, My God, 1 am i thy

Hand ; and may I rejoyce above all
Things in being fo: Do with me what
feemeth good in thy fight: Only let me
love Thee with all my Mind, Scul, and
Strength. | |

I magnify Thee for granting me to be
born in thy Church, and of Religious Fa-
rents 3 for wathing me in thy Baptiim, and
inftruting me in thy Doétrine of Truth
and Holinéfs; for fuftaining me by thy gra-
cious Providence ; and guiding me by thy
~ Bleffed Spirit: For admitting me with the
reft of my Chriftian Brethren, to wait on
 Thee at thy Publick Worfhip: And for o
often feeding my Soul with thy moft preci-
ous Body and Blood, thofe Pledges of  Love,
and fure Conveyances of Strength and . Com
fort. O be gracious unto all of us, whor
Thou hatt this Day [or af any Timne] admisted
together to thy Holy Table. Strengthen our
Hearts in thy Ways againft all our Tempta-
tions, and make us e than Conquerors I

thy Love.

O m¢ Father, my Ged, delver me, I be-
{eech Thee, from all violent Faflions; [ Jnow
how
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how greatly obftructive thefe are, both of the
Knowledge and Love of Thee; O let none
of them find a way into my Heart, but let
me ever poflefls my Soul in Meeknefs, O
my God, I defire to fear them more than
Death 3 Let me not {erve thefe Cruel Tyrants;
but do Thou reign in my Breaft ; Let me ever

be Thy Servant, and love Thee with all my
Heart.

Deliver me, O God, from the Love of
Company and Diverfions: 1 know thefe are
fo many plealing Snares, which continually
folicit me to purfue them for their own
lakes, and not i order to thy Glory. O give
me that true Wildom, that ufing them only
becaufe they are neceflary for my prefent
Weaknels, I may thankfully ufe them fo far
as they are neceffary thereto, and no farther.
Let me never be inflaved to their falfe Charms,

but let my whole Heart be referved for
Thee.

Deliver me, O God, from too intenfe an
Application to even neceflary Bufinefs : I know
how this diffipates my Thoughts from the
one End of all my Bufinefs, and impairs that
lively Perception I wouw’d ever rerain of:
Thee ftanding at my Right Hand. I know
the Narrownels of my Heart, and that an
eager Attention to earthly Things leaves it no
room for the Things of Heaven, O teach me
o go through all my. Employments with fo

truly difengaged a Heart, that I may fill fee
Ggoa ‘Thee
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Thee in all Things, and fee Thee therein g
continually looking upon me, and fearching
my Reins ;- and that I may never impair tha

Liberty of Spirit, which Is neceflary for the
Love of Thee.

Deliver me, O God, from a flothful Mind,
from all Lukewarmnefs, and all Dejeftion of
Spirit : I know Thefe cannot but deaden my
Love to Thee ; mercifully free my Heart from
them, and give me a lively, zealous, active and
chearful Spirit; that I may vigoroufly perform
whatever Thou commandeft, thankfully fuf-
fer whatever Thou chufeft for me, and be
ever ardent to obey in all Things thy Holy
Love.

Deliver me, O God, from all Idolatrous
Love of any Creature. Iknow infinite Num-
bers have been loft to Thee, by loving thofe
Creatures for their own Sake, which Thou
permitteft, nay, commandeft us to love {fub-
ordinately to Thee. Prelerve me, I befeech
Thee, from all {uch blind Affe®ion: Be
Thou a guard to all my Defires, that they
. fix on no Creature any farther than the Love
of it tends to build me up in the Love of
Thee. Thou requireft me to love Thee with
all my Heart : Undertake for me, I befeech
Thee, and be Thou my Security, that I mey
never open my keart to any thing, but out of
Love to Thee, '

Aboye
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Above all, deliver me, O my God, from
all idolatrous Self-Love, 1 know, O God,
(Blefled be thy infinite Mercy for giving me
this Knowledge) that this is the Root of all
Evil : I know, Thou madeft me, not to do
my own Will, but thine : I know, the very
Corruption of the Devil 1s, the having a Will
contrary to thine. O be Thou my Helper
againit this moft dangerous of all Idols, that I
may both difcern all its Subtleties, and with-
ftand all its Force. O Thou who haft com-
manded me to renounce mylelf, give me "
Strength, and I will obey thy Command. My
Choice and Defire is, to love myfelf, as all
other Creatures, in and for Thee. O let thy
Almight; Arm fo ftablifh, itrengthen, and

fettle me, that Thou mayelt ever be the
Ground and Pillar of all my Love.

By this Love of Thee, my God, may my
Soul be fixed againft 1ts natural Inconfiancy :
By this may it be reduced to an entire Indif-
ference as to all things elfe, and fimply defire
what 1s pleafing in thy fight. May this holy
Flame ever warm my Brealt, that I may ferve
Thee with all my might, and confume m my
Heart all felfith Defires, that I may m all
Things regard, not myfelf but Thee.

O my God, let thy glorious Name be duly
nonoured and loved by all the Creatures
which Thou haft made. Let thy infhmee
Goodnefs and Greatnefs be ever adored by all
Angels and all Men, May thy Charch, the

| Catholick



14 Sunday ‘Eweészzg.

Catholick Seminary of Divine Love, be
prote(ted from all the Powers of Darknefs,
O vouchfate to all, who call themielves by
thy Name, one fhort Glimple of thy Good-
nefs, May they once tafte and {ee how graci.
ous Thou art, that all Things elfe may be
taftelefs to them; that their Defires may be
always flying up towards Thee, that they may
render Thee Love, and Praile, and Obedience
pure and chearful, conftant and zealous, uni-
verfal and uniform, like that the holy Angels
" render Thee in Heaven.

Send forth thy Blefled Spirit into the midft
of thefe finful Nations, and make us a holy
People : Stir up the Heart of our Sovereign,
of the Royal Family, of the Clergy, the No-
bility, and of all whom Thou haft fet over wus,
that they may be happy Inftruments in thy
Hand, of premoting this good Work: Be
aracious to the Univerfities, to the Gentry and
Commons of this Land, and comfort all that
are 1 Affiction; let the Trial of their Faith
work Patience 1n them, and perfet them in

Hope and Love (——).

Blefs my Father, &c. my Friends and Rela-
tions, and all that belong to this College [
Femily - 7 All that have been inftrumental to
my Good, by their Affiftance, Advice, Exam-
ple or Writings, and all that do not pray. for

.! - "!-‘. | - *
NCIMICIVES.

Change
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Change the Hearts of mine Enemies, and
oive me grace to forgive them, even as Thou

for Chrift’s Sake forgiveft us.

O Thou Shepherd of Ifrael, vouchfafe to re-
ceive me this Night and- ever mnto thy Pro-
teCtion 5 accept my poor Services, and pardon
the Sinfulnefs of thefe and all my holy Duties.
O let it be thy good Pleafure fhortly to puta
period to Sin and Mifery, to Infirmity and
Death, to compleat the Number of thine E-
le¢t, and to haften thy Kingdom; that we and
all that wait for thy Salvation, may eternally
love and praife Thee, O God the Father, God
the Son, and God the Holy Ghott, throughout
all Ages, World without End.

Our Father, &.

Minday
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Monday Morning.

General Ozfcﬁmm eobich may b
zz m’ CVCrY Ii’ﬂﬂ‘mh’g

Did I think of God firft and laft ?

Have I examined myfelf how 1. behaved
fince lalt Night’s retirement ¢

Am 1 refolved to do all the Good 1 can

this Day, to be diligent in the Bufinefs of my
Cailing ¢

O Go( who art the Giver of all good

Gifts, I thy unworthy Servant entirely
defire to pmlfe thy Name, for all the Exprel:
ftops of thy Bounty toward me. Blefled |
thy Love for giving thy Son to die for ou
Sim for the Means of Grace and for the

tiope of Glory. Blefled be thy Love for al
the T meﬁml Benefits which Thou haft witha
iberal Hand poured out upon me; for my
Fealth and Strength, Food and Raiment,

and




Monday Morning. 17

ad all other Neceflaries with which Thou
hatt provided thy finful Servant. I alfo blefs
Thee that after all my Refufals of thy Grace,
Thou ftill haft Patience with me, haft prefer-
ved me this Night, (——), and given me
yet another Day, to renew and perfet my
Repentance. Pardon,good Lord, all my former
Sins, and make me every Day more Zealous
and Diligent to improve every Opportunity of
building up my Soul in thy Faith, and Love,
and Obedience; make Thylelt always prefent
to my Mind, and let thy Love fill and rule
my Soul, in all thofe Places, and Companies
and Employments, to which Thou calleft me
this Day. In all my Paflage through this
World, fuffer not my Heart to be fet upon
it: But always fix my fingle Eye, and my
undivided Affections on the Prize of my high
Calling ! This one Thing let me do; Let me
lo prefs towards This, as to make all Things
clfe minifter unto it: and be careful {o to ule
them  as thereby to fit my Soul for that pure

Blifs, which Thou haft prepared for thofe that =
ove Thee ! |

O Thou, who art Good and doft Good,
who cxtendeft thy Loving-kindnefs to all
Mankind, thy Creatures, the Work. of thine
Hands, thine Image, capable of Knowing
ind  Loving Thee Eternally, fuffer me to
esclude none, O Lord, from my Charity,
wo are the Objects of thy Mercy : But
et me treat all my Neighbours with that
ender Love, which is due to thy Servants

No. XI. H1h and
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- and to thy Children. Thou haft. required
this Mark of my Love to Thee: O let no
Temptation expofe me to Ingratitude, or
make me forfeit thy Loving-kindnefs,
which is better than Life itfelf! But grant
that 1 may affift all my Brethren with my
Prayers, where I cannot reach them with
- altual Services. Make me zealous to em-
brace all Occafions that may adiinifter to
their Happinefs, by affifting the Neéedy,
prote¢ting the Opprefled, inftruGting the
Ignorant, confirming the Wavering, exhort.
ing the Good, and reproving the Wicked.
Let me look upon the Failings of my
Neighbour as if they were my own: that
I may be grieved for them, that I may ne-
ver reveal them but when Charity requires,
- and then with Tendernefs and Compaffion,
Let thy Love to me, O Blefled Saviour,
be the Pattern of my Love to him. Thou
thoughteft nothing too dear to part with,
to refcue me from Eterna] Mifery: O let
me think nothing too dear to part with, to
fet forward the Everlafting Good of my
Fellow Chriftians. They are- Members of
thy Body; therefore I will cherith them.
Thou halt redeemed them with an ineft:
mable Price; affifted by thy Holy Spiri,
- therefore 1 will endeavour- t0 recover them
from a State of Deftruétion : That thus
adorning thy Holy Gofpel, by doing Good
according to my Power and Capacity, I may
at laft be received into the Endearments of
thy Eternal Love, and fing everlafting Praife
U0
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unto the Lamb, that was ﬂq.m and {itteth on
the Throne for ever.

Extend, I humbly befeech Thee, thy +
Mercy to all Men, and let them become
thy Faithful Servants. Let all Chriftians
live up to the Holy Religion they profefs;
efpecially ‘thefe finful Nations. Be intreat-
ed for us, good Lord; be Glorified by our
Reformation, and not by our Deftruétion.
Turn thou us, and [o fhall we be turned : O
be favourable to thy People; give us Grace
to put a Period to our Provocations, and
do Thou put a Period to our Punifhment,
Defend our Church from Schilm, Herefy,
and Sacrilege, and the King’from all Trea-
fons and Confpiracies. Blefs all Bifhops,
Priefts and Deacons, with Apoitolical Graces,
Exemplary Lives, and Sound Doétrine, Grant
to the Council Wildom from above, to all
Magiftrates Integrity and Zeal, to the Uni-
verfity Quietnefs and Induftry, and to the

Gentry and Commons Pious and Peaceable and
Loyal Hearts.

Preferve my Parents, my Brothers and Si-
fters, my Iriends and Relations, and all of
this College, in their Souls and Bodies (-=--).
Forgive my Enemies, and in thy due Time
make them kindly Affected toward me. Have
Meccy on all who are Affliéied in Mind,
Body, or Effate: Give them Patience under
their Sufferings, and a Happy Ifue out of all
their Afffictions, O Grant that we, with thofe

Hh2 who -
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who are already Dead in thy Faith and Fear,

may together partake of a Joyful R efurrection,
through him who liveth and reigneth with

Thee and the Holy Ghoft, One God, Worlq
without End. -

Our Fatb;r, &ec,

Mafzdﬁy
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Partscular %{fﬂfom relzztiﬁg fo the
Love of our Neighbour.

1, Have I thought any thing [l my Con-
fiience] too dear to part with, to pleafe or ferve

my Neighbour P

2. Have I rejoiced or grieved with him?

3. Have I recetved his Infirmities with Pity,
not with Anger? ]

4. Have I contradi®ted any one, either
where I had no good End in View, or where
there was no Probability of Convincing ?

5. Have I let him, I thought in the Wrong -

i o trifle] have the laft Word ?
Moft
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OST great and glorious Lord God,
I defire to proftrate myfelf before

thy “Divine Majefty, under a deep Senfe of
my Unworthinefs, and with Sorrow, and
Shame, and Confufion of Face, to confefs
T have, by my manifold Tranfgreffidns, de-
ferved thy fevereft Vifitations., Father, ]
bave finned againft Heaven, and am no mor
worthy to be colled thy Som: O let thy Du
ternal Bowels yern upon me, and for Jefus
Chrift his fake gracioufly receive me, Ac-
cept. my imperfect Repentance, and fend thy
Spirit of Adoption into my Heart, that I
may again be owned by Thee, call Thee
Father, and fhare in the Bleflings of thy Chil-
dren, e

Adored be thy Goodnefs for all the Be.
nefits Thou haft already from Time to Time
beftowed upon me: For the good Things
of this Life, and the Hope of Eternal Hap-
pinefs. Particularly, I offer to Thee my
humbleft Thanks for thy Prefervation of m:
this Day (——). If 1 have efcaped any Sin,
it 1s the Effect of thy reftraining Grace: If |
have avoided any Danger, it was thy Hand
directed me. To thy Holy Name be afcribed
the Horour and Glory. O let the Senfe o
all thy Bleflings, have this Effe¢t upon me
to make me daily more diligent in devote-
ing my {elf, all Tam, and all I have, to thy
Glory.

O my
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O my God, fill my Soul with fo entire a
Love of Thee, that' I may love nothing but
for thy Sake, and in fubordination to thy
Love. Give me Grace fo to ftudy thy Know- -
ledge daily, that the more I know Thee, the
morec I may love Thee. Create in me a zea-
lous Obedience to all thy Commands, a chear-
ful Pattence under all thy Chaftifements, and
1 thankful Refignation to all thy Difpofals,
May I ever have awful Thoughts of Thee,
never mention thy venerable Name, unlefs on
Juft, Solemn, and Devout Occafions : nor
even then, without A&s of Adoration. O
let it be the One Bufinefs of my Life, to glo-
rify. Thee, by every Thought of my Heart,
by every Word of my Tongue, by every
Work of my Hand ; by profefling thy Truth,
even to the Death, if it fhould pleafe Thee to
call me to it; and by engaging all Men, as far
25 1n me lies, to glorify and love Thee,

Let thy unwearied and tender Love to me,
make my Love unwearied and tender to my
Neighbour, zealous to pray for, and to pro-
cure and promote his Health and Safety, Bafe
and Happinefs ; and active to Comfort, Suc-
cour, and Relieve all whom thy Love and
their own Neceffities recommend to my Cha-
nty, Make me Peaceful and Reconcileable,
ealy to Forgive, and glad to return Goed for
Evil. . Make me, like Thyfelf, all Kindnefs
ind Benignity, all Goodnefs and Gentlenefs,
all Meeknefs and Long-fuffering. And, O
Thou Lover of Souls, raife in me a compat-
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fionate Zeal, to fave the Life, the eternal Life
of Souls, and by aflectionate and feafonable
Advice, Exhortations and Reproof, to reclaim
the Wicked and win them to thy Love,
T ., * .
De pleafed, O Lord, to take me, with my
Father and Mother, Brethren and Sifters, my
| Fricnds and Relations, and my Enemies, into

thy Almighty Protection this Night., Refrefh

me with fuch comtortable Reft that I may nife
more fit for thy Service, Let me lie down
with Holy Thoughts of Thee, and when I

Twake let me be il prefent with Thee.

Shew Mercy to the whole World, O Fa-
ther of all: Let the Gofpel of thy Son run
and be glorified throughout all the Earth.

Let 1t be made known to all Infidels, and
obeyed by all Chriftians.  Be merciful unto this
Church and Nation 3 give unto thy Bifhops a
difcerning Spirit, that they may make choice of
fiz Perfons to ferve in thy facred Muniftry 5 and
enable all who are ordained to any holy Fusc-
tion, diligently to feed the Flocis commnteﬁ
{0 tlﬂﬂn Charge, inftruting them 1 favisg
Kiowledge, mdmcr them by their L*falnim 3
praying for anid bleuntr them, exercifing | '1:»1-
ricial Diicipline in- tay Cnmm, and (mly 211~
minuiiring thy holy Sicraments. Muitiely thy
blefiings o om Sov clutrn., on the Royal Fu-
miiy, and on the Nobles, Mag u,_mtﬁf- (n,nm
andd Commons of this Land ; thai the 1y may

all, Jcr"om.r'*j to the feveral Talents they h.m

received, be faichifol Intiruments of thy CJOI}.
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Give to our Schools and Univerfities, efpecia]ly
to this College, Zeal, Prudence and Holinefs,
Vifit 1n Mercy all the Children of AfiGion,
( ) -Relieve their Neceflities, lighten
their Burthens; give them a cheatful Submif-
fion to thy gracious Will, and at length bring
them and us, with thofe that already reft from
their Labours, into the Joy of our Lord, to
whom with Thee, O Father, and Thee, O Holy
Ghoft, be all Praife, now and for ever.

Our Father, &c.

I Tuefday
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Frernal and Merciful Father, I give
0 Thee humble Thanks ( mncreafe my
Thankiulnefs, I befeech Thee) for all the Blel-
fings Spiritual and Temporal, which in the

Riches of thy Mercy Théu haft poured down

~upon me. Lord, let me not live but to love

Thee, and glorify thy Name. Particularly I
aive Thee . moft unfeigned Thanks for  pre-
ferving me from my Birth to this Moment,
ang for bringing me fafe to the beginning of
this Day (——), 1 which, and all" the Days
of my Life, I befeech Thee that all my
Thoughts, Words and Works may tend to
thy Glory, Heal, O Father .of Mercies, all
my Infirmities (————) ftrengthen me againit
21l myv Follies (——). Forgive all my Sins
(—), and let them not cry louder in thine
Fars for Vengeance, than my Prayers for Mercy
and Forgivenefs.

O bleffed Lord, enable me to fulfil thy

Commancs, and command what Thou wilt,
f 0
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Q Thou Saviour of all that truft in Thee,
do with me what feemeth beft 1n thine own
Eyes : Only give me the Mind which was 1n
Thee : Let me learn of Thee to be Meek and
Lowly, pour into me the whole Spirit of Hu-
mility 5 fill, I befeech Thee, every Part of
my Soul with it, and make 1t the conftant,
- ruling Habit of my Mind, that all- my other
Tempers may arife from it : That I may have
no Thoughts, no Defires, no Defizns, but
fuch as are the true Fruit of a lowly Spirit.
Grant that I may think of myfelf as I ought
to think, that I may kwew wunfelf, cven as I
ain known. Herein may I exercife myfelf con-
tinually, when I lie down and when I rife up,
that 1 may always appear poor and little, and
mean and bafe, and vile iIn my own Ejyes.
O convince me, that [ bave neither Ilcairned
Wildom, wor have the Kuowiedge of the Holy.
Give me a lively Senfe that I am nothing,
that I have nothing, and that I can donothing,
tnable me to feel that I am all Ignorance and
Error, Weaknefs and Uncleannefs, Sin and

Mifery 5 that Tam not wortay of the Awr T

breath, the Earth I tread upon, or the Sun that
thines upon me.  And let me be fully content
waen all other Men think of me as I do of
myfelf, O fave me from cither defiring or
feeking the Honour that cometh of Men.
Convince me that the Words of Pratle, when
fingether than Qil, then elpecially are wery
Swerde. Give me todread them more than the
Poifuir of Alps,, or the Poltileizce ihat ezelketh i

Doyiefs. And when thefe Cords of Pride,
I 1
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thefe Snares of Death do' overtake me, {uffer
me not to take any Pleafure 1n them, but en-
able me inftantly to flee unto Thee, O Lord,
- and to complain unto my God. Let all my
Bones cry out, Thou art worthy to be praifed,

fo fball I be [afe from mine Enemies.

Blefs, O gracious Father, all the Nations
whom Thou haft placed upon the Earth,
with the Knowledge of Thee, the only true
God : But efpecially blefs thy Holy Catholick
Chmch, and fill it with Truth and Grace:
Where it is corrupt, purge it; where 1t is in
Error, rh&ify it ; where 1t is right, confirm
ity where it 1s divided and rent afunder heal
the Breaches thercof, O Thou Holy One of Ifrael.
Replenifh all whom Thou haft called to any
- Office therein, with Truth of Dotrine and In-
nocency of Life. Let their Prayers be as
~precious Incenfe in thy fight, that their Cries
and Tears for the City of their God may not
be in vain.

O Lord, hear the King in the Day of his
Trouble; let thy Name, O God, defend him,
orant him lm l—‘mrt S deﬁre, and fultil all his
Mind: St his r*Imrt firm upon Thee, and
upoir other thmfﬂs viy as they are m and for
Thee. O defend him and his Royal Relations
from thy Holy Heaven, even with the {aving
Strength of thy Right Hand.

Have Mercy upon this Kingdom, and for-
oive tne Sins of this People : Turn Thee unto
s,



