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1o. Nor any who neglects paying hisSubſcription

for four years together.

11. Let every Preacher who does not bring or

fend his Subſcription to the Conference, be fined

two fhillings and fixpence.

1 2. Let the fund never be reduced to leſs than

an hundred pounds.

13. Let a Committee be named to fee theſe Rules

duly executed. The preſent Committee are,

- Chriſtopher Hopper. Thomas Lee.

Robert Roberts. Duncan Wright.

Thomas Coke. Thomas Taylor.

Thomas Hanby. William Thompſon.

John Allen. Thomas Rankin.

14. Let an exaćt account of all Receits and Dif

buriements be produced at the Conference.

Let every Aſſiſtant bring to the Conference, the

contribution of every Preacher in his Circuit.

Q. 54. Are not many of the Preachers' Wives

ftill ſtraitened for the Neceffaries of Life P

A. Some certainly have been. To prevent this

for the time to come,

1. Let every Circuit either provide each with a

Lodging, Coals and Candles, ór allow her fifteen

pounds a year.

2. Let the Affistant take this money at the quar

terly Meeting, before any thing elfe be paid out of it.

Q. 55. How can we account for the decreaſe of

the work of God in fome Circuits, both this year

and the laſt ?

A. It may be owing either 1. To the want of

Zeal and Exactneſs in the Affifiant, occaſioning

Want of Diſcipline throughout: Or 2. To want

of Life and Diligence in the Preachers ; or 3. To

our People's lofing the Life of God, and finking

into the Spirit of the World.

It may owing farther, to the want of more

Field-preaching, and of trying more new Places:

And now in particular, Tó their fenfeleſs Prejudice

againſt the King,andUgi saiydignities. To ſtop

: this
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this flame, let none preach with us, who ſpeak evil

of our Governors, or prophefy evil to the nation.

Let every Aſſiſtant take care of this.

Q. 56. But are all our Aſliſtants themſelves clear

of this ? - -

A. Who can testify the contrary ? No one.

Q. 57. What can be done, in order to revive the

work of God where it is decayed ?

A. 1; Let every Preacher read carefully over the

Life of David Brainard. Let us be followers of him,

as he was of Christ, in abfolute Self-devotion, in

total Deadneſs to the World, and in fervent Love

to God and man. Let us but ſecure this point, and

the World and the Devil muſt fall under our feet.

2. Let both Affi ſtants and Preachers be con

fcientiouſly exact in the whole Methodist Diſcipline.

3. See that no Circuit be at any tirne without

Preachers. Therefore let no Preacher who does

not attcnd the Conference, leave the Circuit, at

that time, on any pretence whatever. This is the

most improper tinje in the whole year. Let every

Aflistant fee to this, and require each of theſe to

remain in the Circuit, till the New Preachers come.

Let not all the Preachers in any Circuit come to

the Conference.

Let thoſe who do come, fet out as late and return

as foon as poſſible.

4. Wherever you can, appoint Prayer-Meetings,

and particularly on Friday...

5. Let a Faſt be obſerved in all our Societies, on

the laſt Friday in September, and on the Friday after

New Year’s-day, after Lady-day, and after Mid

fummer-day. -

6. Be more aƐtive in difperfing the Books, par

ticularly the Sermon on the Good Steward, on In

dwelling Sin, the Repentance of Believers, and the

Scripture-II ay of Salvation. Every Afliſtant may

give away fmall tracts. And he may beg money of

the rich to buy books for the poor.

7. Strongly and explicitly exhort all Believers,

to go on to perfection. That we may all fpeak the

fame thing, I aſk once for all, Shall we defend this

Perfection,

|
:

*.
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Perfection, or give it up? You all agree to defend

it, meaning thereby, (as we did from the beginning)

Salvation from all fin, by the Love of God and Man

filling our heart. The Papists fay, “ This cannot

be attained, till we have been refined by the fire of

Purgatory.” The Calvinists fay, “ Nay, it will be

attained as foon as the Soul and Body part.” The

Old Methodists fay, “ It may be attained before we

die: a moment after is too late.” Is it fo or no ?

You are all agreed, we may be faved from all fin

before death. The ſubſtance then is fettled. But,

.as to the Circumſtance, is the Change gradual or

instantaneous ? It is both the one and the other.

From the moment we are juſtified, there may be

a gradual Sanctification, a growing in grace, a daily

advance in the knowledge and love of God. And

if fin ceafe before Death, there muſt, in the nature

of the thing, be an Instantaneous Change. There

muſt be a laſt moment wherein it does exist, and a

firſt moment wherein it does not. “ But ſhould we

in Preaching infift both on one and the other?” .

Certainly we muſt infiſt en the gradual Change ;

and that earneſtly and continually. And are there

not reafons why we ſhould infift on the Inſtanta

neous alfo P. If there be fuch a blefied Change

before Death, ſhould we not encourage all Believers

to expect it ? And the rather, becauſe conftant ex

perience fhews, the more earneſtly they expect this,

the more ſwiftly and ſteadily does the gradual work

of God go on in their foul : The more watchful

they are againſt all fin ; the more careful to grow in- -

grace, the more zealous of good works, and the

more punctual in their attendance on all the ordi

nances of God. (Whereas juſt the contrary effects

are obſerved, whenever this expectation

They are faved by hope, by this hope of a tota

Change, with a gradually-increafing falvation.

Destroy this hope, and that Salvation stands ſtill

or rather decreafes daily. Therefore whoever

would advance the gradual Change in Believers,

fhould ſtrongly infift on the Inſtantaneous.
- : D 2 Q. 58.
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Q. 58. What can be done, to increaſe the work

of God in Scotland ? -

. A. 1. Preach abroad as much as poſſible :

2. Try every town and village:

3. Viſit every member of the Society at home :

4. Let the Preachers at Dundee and Arbroth, not

ftay at cither place more than a week at a time:

5. Let each of them once a quarter viſit Perth,

Dunkeld, and the intermediate

Q. 59. What can be done in order to the future

Union of the Methodiſts ? -

A. 1. It has long been my defire, that all thoſe

Ministers of our Church who believe and preach

Salvation by Faith, might cordially agree between

themſelves, and not hinder but help one another.

After occaſionally prefſing this in private Conver

fation, wherever I had opportunity, I wrote down

my thoughts upon the head, and fent them to each

of them in a Letter. Out of almoſt Sixty to whom

I wrote, only three vouchfafed me an Anſwer. So

I give this up. They are a rope of fand : And

fuch they will continue. - -

2. But it is otherwife with the travelling

Preachers in our connexion. You are at preſent

One Body. You act in concert with each other,

and by united counfels. And now is the time to

conſider what can be done, in order to continue

this Union. Indeed as long as I live, there will be

no great difficulty : I am, under God, a Center of

Union to all our travelling, as well as local Preachers.

They all know me and my communication. They

all love me for my works’ fake: And therefore,

were it only out of regard to me, they will continue

connećted with each other. But by what means

may this Connexion be preferved, when it pleaſes

God to remove me from you? -

3. I take it for granted, it cannot be preſerved by

any means, between thoſe who have not a fingle

eye : Thoſe that aim at any thing but the Glory of

God in the falvation of men ; who defire or feek

any earthly thing, whether Honour, Profit or

* . wi
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will not remain in the connexion : It will not

anfwer their deſign. Some of thefe, a.

Fourth part of the whole number, will procure

Preferment in the Church : Others will turn Inde

endents and get ſeparate Congregations. Lay your

i .And be if ſome

be among them, whom you now leaſt of all fufpect.

4. But what method can be taken to preferve a

firm Union between thoſe who chuſe to remain to

gether ? - |

Perhaps you might take fome fuch steps as thefe.

On notice of my Death, let all the Prcachers in

Britain and Ireland repairto Londonwithin fix weeks.

Let them feek God by folemn Fasting and Prayer.

Let them draw up Articles of Agreement, to be

figned by thoſe who chufe to aĉt in concert.

Let thoſe who do not chiffe it, be difinist in the moſt

friendly manner poſſible. *

Let them chuſe by votes, a Committee of Three,

Five or Seven, one of them to be Moderator :

Let this Committee propoſe Preachers to be tried,

admitted, or excluded : fix the place of each Preacher

for the enfuing year, and the time of the next

Conference. * - -

5. Can any thing be done now, in order to lay
a foundation for this future Union? Would it not

be well, for any that are willing to fign fome Arti

cles of Agreement, before God calls me hence ?

Suppoſe the following:

• “We whofe names are under-written, being tha

roughly convinced of the Neceſſity of a cloſe Union

between thoſe whom God is pleaſed to ufe as instru

ments in this glorious Work, in order to preferve

this Union between ourſelves, are reſolved, God

being our Helper, -

I. To devote ourfelves entirely to God; denying

ourſelves, taking up our croſs daily, ſteadily aiming

at one thing, to fave our own fouls, and them that

hear us : *

II. To preach the old Methodif:-Dofirines, and no

other, containedin the Minutes of the Conferences :

* D 3 III. To
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III. To obſerve and inforce the whole Methodiſt

Difcipline, laid down in the faid Minutes.

Q. 6o. How many Circuits are there now?

A. Of America we have no late account. There

are fix and forty Circuits in England, four in Scot

land, and fourteen in Ireland. ' , , , -

Q. 61. Are our Preaching-houſes fafe ? "

A. Not all : for fome of them are not fettled

stees. Several of the Truſtees for others are

CaCl,

Q. 62. What then is to be done? --

A. 1. Let thoſe who have debts on any of the

Houſes give a Bond, to fettle them as foon as they
are indemnified.

2. Let the furviving Truſtees chufe others with

out delay, by indorfing their deed thus: ' -

“ We the remaining Truſtees of the Methodiſt

Preaching-houfe in–, do according to the

veſted in us by this deed, chufe–to,

e Truſtees of the faid houfe, in the place of -

Witnefs our hands–.” , :

N. B. The Deed muſt have three New Stamps,

and muſt be inrolled in Chancery within fix months.

Q. 63. In what form may an Houfe be fettled ?

A. In the following, which was drawn by three

of the most eminent Lawyers in London. Who

ever therefore objects to it, only betrays his own

Ignorance.
“ This Indenture made • •

between Benjamin Heap, of , in the County

of - , on the one part, and Thomas Philips,

Hatter, &c. on the other part, W1" N esset H, That

in confideration of five Shillings, lawful money of

Great Britain, by the faid T. P. &c., to the faid

B. H. truly paid, before the fealing and delivering

hereof (the receit whereof the faid B. H. doth

hereby acknowledge) and for divers other confi

derations him thereúnto moving ; the faid B. H.

hath granted, bargained and fold, and by theſe Pre

fents doth bargain and fell, unto the faid T. P. &c.

their Heirs and Affigns for ever, All that lately
ereƐted,

-*
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ereƐted Houſe or Tenement, with the Yard there

unto adjoining, fituate in aforefaid,

now in the tenure or occupation of , toge

ther with all the ways, drains and privileges to the

faid premiſes appertaining, andalithe rofitsthereof,

with all the right, title and intereſt in law and

equity : . To Have AN D To Ho LD, the faid Houfe,

Yard, and other premiſes, to the faid T. P. &c.

their Heirs and Affigns for ever. Ne ve RTH E 1 Ess

upon fpecial truft and confidence, and to the intent

that they and the Survivors of them, and the Truf

tees for the time being; do and ſhall 7ohn

Weſley, of the City Road, London, Clerk, and fuch

other perſons as he fhall from time to time appoint,

and at all times, during his natural Life, and no

other perſons, to have and enjoy the free ufe and be

nefit of the faid premiſes; that the faid John Weſley,

and fuch other perſons as he appoints, may therein

preach and expound God's holy Word : And after

his deceafe, upon farther truft and confidence, and

to the intent that the faid Truſtees and the Sur

vivors of them, andthe Truſtees for the time being,

do and ſhall permit Charles Weſley, late of Chriſt

Church, Oxford, Clerk, and fuch other perſons as he

fhall from time to time appoint, during his Life,

and no other, to have and enjoy the faid premiſes

for the purpoſes aforefaid. And after his deceafe,

upon farther truft and confidence, and to the intent

that the faid T. P. &c. or the major part of them,

or the Survivors of them, and the major part of the

Truſtees of the faid premiſes for the time being,

íhall from time to time, and at all times for ever,

permit fuch perſons as fhall be appointed at the

yearly Conference of the People called Methodists,

in London, Bristol or Leeds, and no others, to have

and to enjoy the faid premiſes, for the purpoſes afore

faid: Provided always, that the faid perſons preach

no other Doctrine than is contained i a Mr. Weſley’s

Notes upon the New Teſtament, and four Volumes

of Sermons: And upon farther truft and confi

dence, that as often as any of theſe Truſtees, or the

Truſtees
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Truſtees for the time being, ſhall die, or ceaſe to be

a member of the Society commonly called Metho

difts, the reſt of the faid Truſtees, or of the Truf

tees for the time being, as foon as conveniently may

be, ſhall and may chufe anotherTruſtee or Trúfteeś,

in order to keep up the number of – Truſtees

for ever. In witnefs whereof the faid B. H. hath

hereunto fet his hand and feal, the day and year
above-written.” - -

In this form the Proprietors of the Houfe are to

make it over, to five, ſeven or nine Truſtees. -

Q. 64. But is this form a fafe one? Should we

not have the opinion of a Council upon it?

A. I think this would be throwing money away:

1. Becauſe this form was drawn up by three dmi

nent Counfellors: but 2. It is the way of almoſt

every Lawyer to blame what another has done.

Therefore you cannot at all infer, that they think a

thing wrong, becauſe they fay fo. 3. If they did

in reality think it wrong, this would not prove it

was fo. . 4. If there was, (which I do not believe)

fome defect therein, who would go to law with thé

Body of Methodists ? But 5. would any

Court in England put them out o * Efpe

cially when the intent of the deed was plain and

undeniable.

, Q. 65. Is any thing farther advifable with regard

to Building ? r -

A. 1. Build all Preaching-houſes, where the

ground will permit, in the Oĉtogan form. ' It is.

beſt for the voice, and on many accounts more com

modious than any other. 2. Why ſhould not any

OƐtogan Houfe be built after the model of Yarm ?

Any Square Houfe, after the model of Bath or

Scarborough ? Can we find any better model? 3. Let

the Roof rife only one third of its breadth : this

is the true proportion. 4. Have Doors and Win

dows enough : And let all the Windows be Saſhes,

opening downward : 5: Let there be no Chiriefe

Paling, and no Tub-Pulpit, but a fquare Projection

with a long Seat behind : 6, Let there be no Pews
and
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and no Backs to the Seats, which ſhould have Iſles

on each fide, and be parted in the middle by a rail

running all along, to divide the Men from the

Women: Juſt as at Bath. 7. Let all Preaching

houſes be built plain and decent; but not more ex

penſively than is abſolutely unavoidable: Other

wife the neceſſity of raifing money will make Rich

men neceſſary to us. Butif fo, we muſt be depen

dent upon them, yea and governed by them. . And
then to the Methodiſt Diſcipline, if not

Doctrine too. 8. Wherever a Preaching-houſe is

fee that Lodgings for the Preachers be built

alfo. - - ---- - - - - - - - - - - -

Q. 66. Is there any Exception to the Rule, “Let

the Men and Women fit apart?” . - -

A. In thoſe Galleries where they have always

fattogether, they may do fo ſtill. But let them fit

apart every where below, and in all New-Ereĉted

Galleries. -

h Q. 67. But how can we fecure their fitting apart

ere ?

A. I must do it myſelf. If I come into any New

Houſe, and ſee the men and women together, I

will immediately go out. I hereby give public

notice of this. Pray let it be obſerved. -

Q. 68. But there is a worfe indecency than this

creeping in amongſt us, Talking in the Preaching

houſes, before and after Service ? How ſhall this be

cured ? -

A. Let all the Preachers join as one man, and the

very next Sunday they preach in any place, enlarge

on the impropriety of talking before or after Ser

vice, and ſtrongly exhort them To do it no more.

In three months, if we are in earneſt, this vile

practice will be baniſhed out of every Methodiſt

Congregation. Let none ftop, till he has carried

his point. ; . . , * * * * * * * * *

Q. 69. Complaint has been made that Sluts

fpoil our Houſes. How may we prevent this?

A. Let none that has ſpoiled One, ever live in

another. But what a fhame is this? A Pre :
VVife
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Wife ſhould be a pattern of Cleanlinefs, in her

Perfon, Cloaths and Habitation. Let nothing

flatternly be feen about her; No rags; no dirt ; no

litter. And ſhe ſhould be a pattern of Industry :

Always at work, either for herfelf, her huſband, or

the Poor. I am not willing any ſhould live in the

Orphan-houſe at Newcastle, or any Preaching-houſe,

who does not conform to this Rule.

Q. 7o. It has been complained alſo, that people

crowd into Preaching-houies, as into Coffee-houſes;

without any invitation. Is this right ? -

A. It is utterly wrong. Stop it at once. Let

no perſon come into the Preacher's Houſe, unleſs

he wants to aſk a queſtion. -

Q. 71. May any New Preaching-houſes be built?

A. Not unleſs, 1. They are propoſed at the Con

ference: No nor 2. Unlefs two-thirds oftheexpence

be ſubſcribed. And if any Collection be made for

them, it muſt be made between the Conference and

the beginning of February. -

Q. 72. What can be done to make the Methodists

fenſible of the Excellency of Kingfwood-School ?

A. Letevery Aſſistant read the following account

of it yearly in every Congregation.

1. The Wiſdom and Love of God have now

thrust out a large number of Labourers into his

harveſt: Men who defire nothing on earth but to

# the Glory of God, by faving their own

ouls and thoſe that hear them. And thoſe to

whom they minister ſpiritual things, are willing to

minister to them oftheir carnal things; fo that they

have food to eat, and raiment to put on, and are con

tent therewith. - -

2. A competent provifion is likewife made for

the Wives ? married Preachers. Thefe alſo lack

nothing; , having a weekly allowance over and

above for their little children: So that neither they

nor their Huſbands need be careful about many

things, but may wait upon the Lord without distration.

3. Yet oné confiderable difficulty lies on thoſe

that have Boys, when they grow too big to be :
cr

-
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der their Mother's direction. Having no Father

to govern and inſtruct them, they are expoſed to

a thouſand temptations. To remedy this, we have

a School on purpoſe for them, wherein they have

all the inſtrućtion they are capable of, together with

all things neceſſary for the Body, Cloaths only ex

cepted. And it may be, if God proſper this

labour of love, they will have theſe too ſhortly.

* 4. In whatever view we look upon this, it is

one of the nobleſt Charities that can be conceived.

How reaſonable is the Inſtitution ? Is it fit that

the Children of thoſe who leave Wife, and all

that is dear, to fave fouls from death, ſhould want

what is needful either for foul or body ? Ought

not we to fupply what the Parent cannot, becauſe

of his labours in the Goſpel ? How excellent are

the effećts of this Inſtitution ? The Preacher eaſed

of this weight, can the more chearfully go on in

his labour. And perhaps many of theſe Chil

dren may hereafter fill up the place of thoſe that

fhall rest from their labours.

5. It is not ſtrange therefore confidering the ex

cellence of this deſign, that Satan ſhould have

taken much pains to defeat it, particularly by Lies

of every kind, which were plentifully invented

and handed about for feveral years. But Truth

now generally prevails, and its Adverſaries are put

to filence. It is well known, that the Children

want nothing; that they ſcarce know what Sick

nefs means; that they are well instructed in what

ever they are capable of learning; that they are

carefully and tenderly governed, and that the be

haviour of all in the houfe, elder and younger, is

as becometh the Goſpel of Christ. -

6. But the Expence of fuch an undertaking is

very large, fo that we are ill able to defray it. The

beſt means we could think of at our late Confe

rence to ſupply the deficiency is, once a year to

defire the affiſtance of all thoſe in every place,

who wiſh well to the work of God; who long

to ſee Sinners converted to God, and the Kingdom

of Chriſt fet up in all the Earth,

7. All

* - ----- ------
- - -*----
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7. All of you, who are thus minded, have an

Opportunity now of ſhewing your Love to the

Goſpel. Now promote, as far as in you lies, one

of the nobleſt Charities in the World. Now for

ward, as you are able, one of the moſt excellent

Deſigns that ever was fet on foot in this Kingdom.

Do what you can to comfort the Parents, who give

up their all for you, and to give their Children

cauſe to bleſs you. You will be no poorer for

what you do on ſuch an Occaſion. God is a good,

Pay-maſter. And you know, in doing this, you

lendunto the Lord : In due time H e fhallpay you again.

Q. 73. But how can we keep out of Debt? -

A. Let a collection be made for this School the

Sunday before or after Midſummer, in every

Preaching-houfe, great and ſmall, throughout

England, Scotland, and Ireland. -

Q. 74. How may we raife a General Fund for

carrying on the whole Work of God?

A. By a Yearly Subſcription to be propoſed by

every Aſſistant when he viſitsthe Claffes at Christmas,

and received at the Viſitation following.

To this End he may then read and enlarge upon

the following Hints in every Society.

“ 1. Within theſe thirty Years feveral of our

Brethren in various Parts, having no Room which

would contain the Congregation, by the Advice of

the Preachers have built Houſes for Preaching,

capable of containing the uſual Number of Hearers:

But thishas neceſſarily involved them in large debts.

This the Societies to whom thoſe Houſes belong,

are by no means able to pay : But the whole Body

of Methodists joining together can do it without

Inconvenience. Only let them chearfully exert

on fo presting an Occaſion the Ability which God -

hath given them.

2. But how ſhall we fend Labourers into thoſe

Parts, where they are moſt of all wanted ? Suppofe

the North-West of Ireland, and the North of Scot

land ? Many are willing to hear; but not to bear

the Expence. Nor can it as yet be expested of
them :
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them: ſtay till the word of God has touched their

hearts, and then they will gladly provide for them

that preach it. Does it not Iie upon us, in the mean

time, to fupply their lack of fervice ? To raife a

General Fund out of which from time to time that

Expence may be defrayed ? By this means, thoſe

who willingly offer themfelves may travel through

every part, whether there are Societies or not, and

ftay there is a Call, without being bur

denfome to any. Thus may the Goſpel, in the Life

and Power thereof, be ſpread from Sea to Sea.

Which of you will not rejoice to throw in your

Mite, to promote this glorious work ?

Beſides theſe, in carrying on fo large a Work

through the three Kingdoms, there are calls for

money in various ways, and we muſt frequently

be at confiderable expence, or the work muſt be

at a full ſtop. Many too are the occaſional Dif

treffes of our Preachers or their Families, which

require an immediate fupply. Otherwiſe their

hands would hang down, if they were not con

ftrained to depart from the work.

3. Let then every member of our Society once a

year, fet his ſhoulder to the work ; contributing

more or leſs as God hath proſpered him, at the

Lady-Day Viſitation of the Claffes. Let none be

excluded from giving fomething, be it a penny,

a half-penny, a farthing. Remember the Widow's

two mites ! And let thoſe who are able to give fhil

lings, crowns, and pounds, do it willingly. The

money contributed will be brought to Leeds, Brif

tol, or London, at the enfuing Conference.

4: Men and Brethren, help ! Was there ever a

Call like this, fince you firſt heard the Goſpel-Sound?

Help to relieve your Companions in the Kingdom

of Jeſus, who are preſt above meaſure. “ Bear ye

one another’s burdens, and fo fulfil the Law of

Chriſt.” Help to fend forth able, willing Labour

ers into your Lord's Harveſt : So ſhall ye be

affi ſtant in faving Souls from death, and hiding a

multitude of Sins. Help to ſpread the Goſpel of
E - your
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your Salvation into the remoteſt corners of the

Kingdom, till “ the Knowledge of our Lord ſhall

cover the Land, as the Waters cover the Sea.” So

fhall it appear to ourfelves, and all men, that we

are indeed one Body, united by one Spirit ; fo ſhall

the baptized Heathens be yet again conſtrained to

fay, “See how thefe Chriſtians Iove one another.”

In this, may not even the Romaniſts provoke us

to jealoufy ? They have a General Fund at Rome,

and another at Paris, v hich bears all the Expences

of their Miffionaries throughout all the world.

Q. 75. What is the direct Antidote to Metho

difin (the Doctrine of Heart-Holineſs:)
A. Calvini/m : All the Devices of Satan for theſe

forty years, have done far leſs toward flopping this

Work of God, than that ſingle Doctrine. It ſtrikes

at the root of Salvation from Sin, previous to glory,

putting the matter on quite another iffue.

Q. 76. But wherein lie the Charms of this Doc

trine? What makes men fwallow it fo grecdily ?

A. 1. It feems to magnify Chriſt: although in

reality it ſuppoſes him to have died in vain. . For

the abſolutely elect muſt have been faved without

him: And the non-elect cannot be faved by him.

2. It is highly pleaſing to fleſh and blood, Final

Perfeverance in particular.

Q. 77. What can be done, to guard againſt it ?

A. 1. Let all our Preachers carefully read over

Our’s and Mr. Fletcher’s Tracts. -

2. Let them frequently and explicitly preach the

truth, though not in a controverfial way. But let

them take čare to do it in Love and Gentleneſs :

Not in bitterneſs, not returning railing for railing

Let Mr. R and R H. , and their Affo

ciates, have all this to themſelves. -

3. Do not imitate them in fcreaming, allego

rizing, boaſting : Rather mildly expoſe theſe things
when time ferves. - -

4. Imitate them in this. They readily feize

upon any one that is newly convinced or converted
He diligent to prevent them, and to guard thoſe

tender minds againſt the Predeſtinarian Poiſon;

5. Anſwer
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5. Anſwer all their Objections, as occafion

offers, both in public and private. But take care

to do this, with all poſſible Sweetneſs both of

Look and of Accent. -

6. Very frequently, both in public and private,

advife our people, Not to hear them. -

7. Make it matter of conſtant and earneſt Prayer,

That God would stop the Plague.

Q. 78. We faid in 1744, “We have leaned too

much toward Calvinifm.” Wherein ?

A. 1. With regard to man's faithfulnefs. Our

Lord himſelf taught us to , ufe the expreſſion.

Therefore we ought never to be afhamed of it. We

cught ſteadily to affert upon his Authority, that if

a man is not faithful in the unrighteous maminon, God

will not give him the true riches.

2. With regard to working for life, which our

Lord expreſly commands us to do. Labour (ipyağıơSe)

literally, work for the meat that endureth to ever

lasting life. And in fact, every Believer, till he

comes to glory, works for, as well as from Life.

3. We have received it as a maxim, That “ a

man is to do nothing, in order to 7ustification.”

Nothing can be more falfe. Whoever defires to

find favour with God ſhould ceafe from evil and

learn to do well. So God himſelf teaches by the

Prophet Iſaiah. Whoever repents ſhould do works

meet for repentance. And if this is not in order to

find favour, what does he do them for ?

Once more review the whole Affair:

1: Who of us is now accepted of God ?

He that now believes in Chriſt, with a loving
obedient heart.

2. But who among thoſe that never heard of

Chriſt P

He that according to the light he has, feareth

God and worketh righteoufnºf;:

3. Is this the fame with He that is fincere ?

Nearly, if not quite.

4. Is not this Salvation by works ?

Not by the merit of Works, but by works as a

Condition, *

5. What
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5. What have we then been diſputing about for

theſe thirty years ? • • • •

I am afraid, about words : (Namely, in fome of

the foregoing inſtances. - -

6. As to Merit itſelf, of which we have been fo

dreadfully afraid : We are rewarded according to

our works, ye a, becauſe of our works. How does this

differ from for the fake of our works ? And how

differs this from Secundum merita operum ?) Which

is no more than, as our works deferve ? Can you ſplit

this hair? I doubt, I cannot. * . -

7. The grand objection to one of the preceding

Propoſitions, is drawn from matter of fact. God

does in faết juſtify thofe, who by their own con

festion neither feared God, nor wrought righteoufnefs.

Is this an Exception to the general Rule ?

It is a doubt, whether God makes any exception

at all. But how are we fure that the perfon in

queſtion never did fear God and work righteouf

ncfs? His own thinking fo is not proof. For we

know, how all that are convinced of fin, under

value themſelves in every reſpect. - --

8. Does riot talking, without proper caution, of

a justified or fanfified state, tend to miſlead men ?

Almoſt naturally leading them to truft in what was

done in one moment ? Whereas we are every mo

ment pleaſing or difpleafing God, according to our

works ? According to the whole of our preſent

inward tempers and outward behaviour. -

- a : - - - -- - : . . . . .

* .

/

* - F I – N I S.



M I N U T E S, &c.

J U N E 25, 1744, Sfc.

T is defired, That all Things be confidered as in

I the immediate Preſence of God.

That we may meet with a ſingle Eye, and as

little Children, who have every thing to learn :

That every Point which is propoſed, may be ex

amined to the Foundation : -

That every Perſon may ſpeak freely whatever is ia

his Heart : -

And that every Question which may ariſe, ſhould be

throughly debated and ſettled. Mean time let us all

pray for a Willingnefs to receive Light, to know of

every Doctrine, whether it be of God.

Q. 1. How may theTime ofthisConference be made

more eminently a Time of Watching unto Prayer ?

A. 1. While we are converfing, let us have an eſpe

cial Care, to fet God always before us: -

2. In the intermediate Hours, let us viſit none but

the Sick, and ſpend all the Time that remains in Re

tirement :

3. Let us therein give ourſelves to Prayer for one

another, and for a Blesting on this our Labour.

a 2 Q. z.
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3 z. How far does each of us agree to ſubmit to

the Judgment of the Majority ?

A. In ſpeculative Things each can only ſubmit, fo

fär as his Judgment ſhall be convinced :

In every praćtical Point each will ſubmit, fo far as

he can without wounding his Conſcience.

Q. 3: Can a Christian fubmit any farther than this,

to any Man, or Number of Men upon Earth ?

A. It is plain he cannot, either to Biſhop, Convo

cation or General Council. And this is that grand

Principle of private which all the Re

formers proceeded ; “ Every Man must judge for him

“ felf; becauſe every Man must give an Account of
*" himſelf to Gop.” \

Q. 4. What may we reafonably believe to be God's

Defign in raifing up the Preachers called Methodists ?

A. To reform the Nation, particularly the Church ;

and to ſpread ſcriptural Holineſs over the Land.

Q. 5. What was the Riſe of Methodiſm, fo called ?

A. In 1729, two young Men reading the Bible, faw

they could not be faved without Holineſs, followed

after it, and incited others fo to do. In 1737 they

faw, Holineſs comes by Faith. Tney faw likewife,

that Men are juſtified before they are ſanctified : but

ftill Holineſs was their Point.

God then thrust them out, utterly against their Will,

to raife an holy People. When Satan could no other

wife hinder this, he threw Calvinifm in the Way ; and

then Antinomianiſm, which strikes directly at the Root

of all Holineſs.

Then many of the Methodists growing rich, became

Lovers of the prefent World. Next they married un

awakemed or half awakened Wives, and converſed with

their Relations. Hence worldly Prudence, Maxims,

Customs, crept back upon them, producing more and

more Conformity to the World.

Hence followed grofs Neglećt of relative Duties,

eſpecially Education of Children. And this is not eaſily

cured by the Preachers. Either they have not Light,

Or
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or not Weight enough. But the Want of both may in

fome meaſure be ſupplied, by publickly reading the

Sermans every where, particularly the fourth Volume.

Q. 6. Is it adviſeable to preach in as many Places

as we can, without forming any Societies ?

A. By no means: we have made the Trial in vari

ous Places; and that for a confiderable Time. But all

the Seed has fallen as by the Way-fide: there is fcarce

any Fruit of it remaining.

Q. 7. But what particular Inconveniences do yo

obſerve, where Societies are not formed ?

A. Theſe among others; 1. The Preachers cannot

give proper Instructions and Exhortations to thoſe that,

are convinced of Sin : 2. They cannot watch over one

another in Love ; nor, 3. Can the Believers bear one

another's Burdens, and build up each other in Faith
and Holineſs.

Q. 8. Where ſhould we endeavour to preach most ?

A. 1. Where we (Clergymen) are permitted to preach

in a Church; 2. Where there is the greatest Number

quiet and willing Hearers ; 3. Where there is moſt

'ruit.
- w

Q. 9. Is iz unlawful ?

A. We conceive not. e do not know that it is

contrary to any Law either of God or Man.

Q. 1o. Have we not uſed it too ſparingly ?

A. It ſeems we have : 1. Becauſe our Call is, To

fave that which is lost. Now we cannot expećł fuch to

feek ut. Therefore we ſhould go and feek them. 2.

Becauſe we are particularly called, by going into the

Highways and Hedges (which none elfe will) to compel

them to come in. 3. Becauſe that Reaſon againſt it is

not good, “ The Houſe will hold all that come.”

The Houfe may hold all that come to the Houſe, but

not all that would come to the Field.

The greatest Hindrances to this you are to expect

from the rich, or cowardly, or lazy Methodists. , But

* A, 3, regard
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regard them not, neither Stewards, Leaders nor People.

Whenever the Weather will_permit, go out in God's

Name into the most public Places, and call all to re

pent, and believe the Goſpel; every Sunday in particular:

eſpecially in the old Societies, lest they fettle upon
their Lees.

Q. 11. Ought we not diligently to obſerve, in what

Places Gop is pleaſed at any Time to pour out his Spi

rit more abundantly ? -

A. We ought, and at that Time to fend more La

bourers than uſual into that Part of the Harvest.

Q. 12. What is a fufficient Call to a new Place ?

A. 1. An Invitation from a ferious Man, fearing

God, who has an Houſe to receive us : 2. A Proba

bability of doing more Good by going thither, than by

ftaying longer where we are. *

Q. 13. How often ſhall we permit Strangers to be

preſent, at the Meeting of the Society ?

A. Let every other Meeting of the Society, in every

Place, be strictly private; no one Stranger being ad

mitted, on any Account or Pretence whatſoever. On

the other N we may admit them with Caution ;

but not the fame Perſons above twice or thrice. In

order to this, ſee that all in every Place fhew their

Tickets before they come in. If the Stewards and

Leaders are not exaćt and impartial herein, employ

others which have more Reſolution.

Q. 14. May a Relapfer into groſs Sin, confesting

his Fault, be re-admitted into the Society ?

A. Not as a Member, till after three Months: but

he may be permitted to stay as a Stranger.

Q. 15. How may the Leaders of Claſſes be made

more uſeful ?

A. 1. Let each of them be diligently examined

concerning his Method of meeting a Claſs.

2. Let us recommend to all the following Direc

tions ;

|

|

1. Let
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1. Let each Leader carefully inquire, How every Soul

in his Claſs proſpers ? Not only, How each Perſon

obſerves the outward Rules, but how he grows in

the Knowledge and Love of God:

z. Let the Leaders converſe with all the Preachers, as

frequently and as freely as poſſible.

3. Let every Leader come into the Room on Tueſday,

as foon as the Service is ended, and then fit down,

and commune with God in his Heart till the Preacher

comes in.

4. Let no Leader go out till the Preacher goes. -

5. Let none ſpeak there, but the Preacher or the Ste

ward, unleſs in Anſwer to a Question

6. Let every Leader bring a Note of every fick Perſon

in his Claſs.

7. Let every Leader fend the fame Note to the Viſiter

of the Sick Weekly. ·

Q. 16. Can any thing farther be done, in order to

make the Meetings of the Clastes lively and profitable ?

A. I. Let the Leaders frequently meet each other's

Claffes. '

2. Let us obſerve, which Leaders are most uſeful to

thoſe under their Care. And let theſe meet the other

Claffes as often as poſſible.

Q. 17. How can we farther affist thoſe under cur

Care ?

A. 1. By cloſely examining them at each Viſitation :

2. By meeting the married Men and Women toge

ther, on the first Sunday, after the Viſitation, the fingle

Men and Women apart, on the two following.

3. By instructing them at their own Houſes.

What unſpeakable Need is there of this ? The

World fays, “ The Methodiſts are no better than other

“ People.” This is not true. Yet it is nearer the

Truth, than we are willing to imagine.

For, 1. Perſonal-Religion, either toward God or

Man, is amazingly ſuperficial among us.

A 4 I can
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I can but just touch on a few Generals. How little

Faith is there among us ? How little Communion with

God? How little living in Heaven, walking in Eter

nity, Deadneſs to every Creature ? How much Love of

the World, Defire of Pleaſure, of Eafe, of Praife, of

getting Money ? -

How little Brotherly-Love? What continual Judg

ing one another? What Goſſipping, Evil-ſpeaking,

Tale-bearing? What want of Moral Honesty ? To in

fiance only in a few Particulars :

What Servants, Journeymen, Labourers, Carpenters,

Bricklayers, do as they would be done by ? Which of

them does as much Work as he can ? Set him down for

a Knave that does not.

Who does as he would be done by, in buying and

felling, particularly in felling Horſes ? Write him Knave

that does not. And the Methodiſt-Knave is the worſt

of all Knaves.

2. Family Religion is fhamefully wanting, and al

most in every Branch.

And the Methodists in general will be little better,

till we take quite another Courfe with them. For

what avails Public Preaching alone, though we could

preach like Angels ?

I heard Dr Lupton fay, My Father, viſiting one of

his Pariſhioners, who had never miſfed going to Church

for forty Years, then lying on his Death-bed, aſked

him, “ Thomas, where do you think your Soul will

“ go ?” “ Soul ! Soul !” faid Thomas: “ Yes; Do

“ not you know what your Soul is ?” “ Aye furely,”

faid he: “ Why, it is a little Bone in the Back, that

“ lives longer than the rest of the Body.” So much

Themas had learned by often hearing Sermons, yea and

exceeding good Sermons, for forty Years ! - - - - - -

We must instrua them from Houſe to Houſe : Till this

is done, and that in good Earnest, the Methodists will

be little better than other People.

Can we find a better Method of doing this than

Mr Baxter's ? If not, let us adopt it without Delay:

His whole Tract, intitled, Gildas Salvianus, is well -

worth
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worth a careful Peruſal. A ſhort Extract from it I

have ſubjoined. Speaking of this vifiting from Houſe

to Houſe, he fays, page 35 1.

“ We ſhall find many Difficulties both in ourſelves

and in the People.

1. In ourſelves there is much Dulneſs and Lazineſs:

So that there will be much ado to get us to be faithful
in the Work. -

2. We have alſo a baſe Man - pleaſing Temper,
which makes us let Men periſh, rather than loſe their

Love, and let them go quietly to Hell, leſt we ſhould

anger them. -

3. Some of us have alſo a fooliſh : We

know not how to begin, or to ſpeak plain. We bluſh

to ſpeak for Christ, or to contradićt the Devil, or to

fave a Soul.

4. Qur Interest stops our Mouths, and makes us un

faithful in the Work of Christ,

5. But the greatest Hindrance is, Weakneſs of Faith:
So our whole Motion is weak, becauſe the Spring of

it is weak. * -

6. Lastly, We are unſkilful in the Work. How

few know how to deal with Men, ſo as to get within

them, to win upon them, and fuit all our Diſcourſe to

their feveral Conditions and Tempers ; to chooſe the

fittest Subjects, and follow them with an holy Mixture

of Seriouſneſs, and Terror, and Love, and

and evangelical Allụrements ? ” - * *

And we have as many Difficulties to grapple with

in our People :

1. Too many of them will be unwilling to be taught,

tili we conquer their Perverſeneſs by the Force of Rea

fon, and the Power of Love.

2. And many are fo dull, that they will ſhun being

taught, for fear of ſhewing their Dulneſs. And i
you will find it extremely hard to them under

ftand the yery plainest Points.

3. And it is still harder, to fix things on their Heart,

without which all our Labour is loft. If you have not

therefore great Seriouſneſs and Fervency, what Good
A 5 - Cafi
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can you expect? And when all is done, it is the Spirit

of Grace, he alone, who muſt do the Work.

4. And when we have made fome Impreſſions upon

their Hearts, if we look not after them, they will foon

die away.

But as great as this Labour of private Instruction is,

it is abſolutely neceſſary. For after all our preaching,

many of our People are almost as ignorant as if they

had never heard the Goſpel. I ſtudy to ſpeak as plain

as I can; yet I frequently meet with thoſe who have

been my Hearers for many Years, who know not, whe

ther Christ be God or Man; or, that Infants have any

Original Sin. And how few are there, that know the

Nature of Repentance, Faith and Holinefs ? Most of

them have a Sort of Confidence, that Christ will justify

and fave thern, while the World has their Hearts, and

they live to themſelves. . And I have found by Expe

rience, that one of thefe has learned more from an

Hour's cloſe Diſcourſe, than from ten Years public

Preaching.

And undoubtedly this private Application is implied

in thoſe folemn Words of the Apostle; I charge thee

before God, and the Lord Jeſus Christ, who /ball judge

the Quick and the Dead at bis Appearing, preach the

Word, be instant in Seafon, out of Seafon; reprove, re

buke, exhort, with all Long-fufering and Doé7rine.

This is likewife neceſſary to the greater Glory of

God, by the fuller Succeſs of the Goſpel. O Brethren,

if we could generally fet this Work on foot in all our

Societies, and proſecute it ſkilfully and zealouſly, what

Glory would redound to God thereby? If the common

Ignorance were thus baniſhed, and our Vanity and

ldleneſs turned into the Study of the Way of Life, and

every Shop and every Houfe bufied in ſpeaking of the

Word and Works of God : Surely God would dwell

in our Habitations, and make them his Delight.

And this is neceſſary to the Welfare ef our People,

many of whom neither believe nor repent to this Day.

Look round about, and fee how many of them are still

in apparent Danger of Damnation ! And how can you

- walk
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walk, and talk, and be merry with ſuch People, when

you know their Cafe ? Methinks when you look them

in the Face, you ſhould break forth into Tears, as the

Prophet did when he looked upon Hazael, and then fet

on them with the moſt vehement and importunate Ex

hortations. O then for God's fake, and for the fake of

poor Souls, bestir yourſelves, and ffầre no Pains that

may conduce to their Salvation !

What Cauſe have we to bleed before the Lord this

Day, that have fo long neglected this great and good

Work ? That have been Preachers fo many Years, and

have done fo little by perſonal instructions for the faving

of Mens Soul. ? If we had but fet on this Work fooner.

how many more might have been brought to Christ ?

And how much holier and happier might we have made

our Societies before now ? And why might we not have

done it fooner ? There were many Hindrances in the

Way : And fo there are ſtill, and always will be. But

the greateſt Hindrance was in ourſelves, in our Dul

neſs, and Littleneſs of Faith and Love. O that Goo

would throughly humble us, and cauſe us to bewail

our own Neglects; that we may not think it enough

to lament the Sins of others, while we overlook our

own ! -

But it is objected, I. This Courſe will take up fo

much Time, that we ſhall have no Time to follow our

Studies. * *

I anſwer, 1. Gaining Knowledge is a good Thing;

but faving Souls is a better. 2. By this very Thing

you will gain the most excellent Knowledge of God and

Eternity. 3. But you will have abundant T ime for

gaining other Knowledge too, if you ſpend all your

Mornings therein. Only fleep not more than you need ;

talk not more than you need ; and never be idle, nor

triflingly employed. But, 4. If you can do but one,

either folkow your Studies, or inſtrućt the Ignorant.

Let your Studies alone ; I would throw by all the Li

braries in the World, rather than be guilty of the Per

dition of one Soul. I

t
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It is objećled, II. “ The People will not ſubmit to

“ it.” lf ſome do not, others will gladly. And the

Succeſs with them may be ſo much as to repay all

our Labour. O let us herein follow the Example of

St Paul. 1. Forour general Bufineſs, Serving the Lord

with all Humility of Mind. 2. Our fpecial Work, Take

beed to yourſelves, and to all the Flock. 3 Our Doćtrine,

Repentance toward God, and Faith in our Lord Jeſus

Christ. 4. The Place and Manner of Teaching, I

have taught you publickly, and from Houſe to Houſe. 5.

The Objećt and internal Manner, I ceaſed not to warn

every ore, Night and Day, with Tears. This it is that

must win Souls and preſerve them. 6. His Innocency

and Self denial for the Advantage of the Goſpel, I

have coveted no Man's Silver or Gela. 7. His Patience,

Neither count I my Life dear unto myſelf. And among

all our Motives, theſe ſhould be ever before our Eyes :

1. The Church of God, which be batb purcba/ed with his

own Blood. 2, Grievous Wolves /ball enter in : yea, of

your own/elves /ball Men ari/e, ſpeaking perverſe Things.

Write all this upon your Hearts, and it will do you

more Good than twenty Years study of lower Things.

We may, 1. Every Preacher, take an exact Catalogue

of thoſe in Society, from one End of each Town to the

other. 2. Go to each Houfe, and give, with fuitable

Exhortation and Direction, the “ Inſti ućtions for Chil

“ dren.” . 3. Be ſure to deal gently with them, and

take off all Diſcouragements as effectually as you can.

• See that the Children get theſe by Heart. Adviſe the

grown Perſons to fee that they understand them. And

enlarge upon and apply every Sentence as cloſely as

you can. And let your Dealing with thoſe you begin

with, be fo gentle, winning and convincing, that the

Report of it, may move others to defire your coming.

True, it is far eafier to preach a good Sermon, than to

instruét the Ignorant in the Principles of Religion. And

as much as this Work is deſpiſed by fome, I doubt not

but it will try the Parts and Spirits of us all. So Arch

biſhop Uber ; “ Great Scholars may think it beneath

“ them to ſpend their Time in teaching the first Prin

“ ciples
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“ ciples of the Doctrine of Chriſt. But they ſhould

“ confider, that the laying the Foundation ſkilfully, as

it is the Matter of greateſt Importance in the whole

Building, fo it is the Master - piece of the wifest

“ Builder : According to the Grace of God, which is given

“ unto me, as a avife Master-Builder, I have laia the

“ Foundation, faith the great Apostle. And let the

“ wifest of us all try whenever we pleafe, we ſhall find,

that to lay this Ground-work rightly, to make an

ignorant Man understand the Grounds of Religion,

“ will put us to the Trial of all our Skill.”

Perhaps in doing this, it may be well, -

· 1. After a few loving Words ſpoken to all in the

Houſe, to take each Perfon fingly into another Room,

where you may deal clofely with them, about their Sin

and Miſery and Duty. Set theſe home, or you lofe

all your Labour. At least let none be preſent but thoſe

who are quite familiar with each other.

2. Hear what the Children have learned by Heart.

3. Chooſe fome of the weightiest Points, and try by

farther Questions how they understand them. As,

“ Do you believe you have Sin in you ? That you was

“ born in Sin? What does Sin deſerve? What Remedy

“ has God provided for guilty, helpleſs Sinners?”

4. Often with the Question, fuggest the Anſwer. As,

“ What is Repentance ?” Sorrow for Sin, or a Con

vićtion that we are guilty, helpleſs Sinners? “ What is

“ Faith ?” A divine Conviction of Things not feen.

5. Where you they do not understand the

Streſs of your Question, you must lead them into it by

other Questions. So I have aſked fome, “ How do

“ you think your many and great Sins will be par

doned ?” They anſwer, “ By repenting and mending

“ my Life,” and never mention Christ. I aſk farther,

* But do you think your Amendment will make Satis

“ faćtion for your paſt Sins ?” They will anſwer, “We

“ hope fo, or elfe we know not what will.” One

would think now, theſe had no Knowledge of Chriſt

at all. And indeed, fome have nct. But others have,

and give fuch Anſwers only becauſe they do not

and

s
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ftand the Scope of the Question. Aſk them farther,

“ Can you be faved without the Death of Christ ? "

They immediately fay, “ No. ” And if you aſk,

“ What has he done or ſuffered for you ?” They will

fay, “ He ſhed his Blood for us,” and profefs, “ they

“ trust in That for Salvation.” But many cannot ex

preis even what tl:2y have fome Conception of, nay,

can fcarce learn, when Expreſſions are put into their

Mouths. With theſe you are to deal exceeding ten

derly, lest they be diſcouraged.

6. If you perceive them troubled that they cannot

anſwer, step in yourſelf, and take the Burden off them :

Anſwering that Question yourf. lf; and then do it

throughlv and plainly, and make a full Explication of

the whole Buſinefs to them.

7. Thus, when you have tried their Knowledge,

proceed to inſtrućt them yourſelf, according to the r

feveral Capacities. If a Man understand the Funda

mentals, fall on what you perceive he most needs,

either explaining further ſome Doĉtrine of the Goſpel,

or fome Duty, or ſhewing the Neceſſity of fomething

he neglećts, as may be most edifying to him. If it be

one that is grofly ignorant, give him a fhort Recital

of the Christian Religion in the plaineſt Words. And

if you perceive he understands not, go over it again

till he dces, and if poſible fix it in his Memory. -

8. Next, inquire into his state, whether convinced,

or unconvinced, converted or unconverted. Tell him,

if need be, what Conve: fion is. And then renew and

inforce the Inquiry.

9. If you perceive he is unconverted, your next Bu

fines is, to labour with all your Skill and Power, to

bring his Heart to a Senſe of his Condition. Set this

home with a more earnest Voice than you ſpoke before;

for if you get not to the Heart, you do nothing.

1o. Conclude all with a strong Exhortation, which

fhould contain two Parts; 1. The Duty of the Heart,

in order to receive Christ; 2. The avoiding former Sins,

and constantly ufing the outward Mears . And here

beſure, if you can, to get their Promiſe, to forſake Sin,

change

:

|
**

*

i.
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change their Company, and uſe Means. And do this

folemnly ; reminding them of the Preſence of God,

that hears their Promifes, and will expect the Per

formance.

11. Before you leave them, engage the Head of

each Family, to call all hís Family every Sunday, be

fore they go to Bed, and hear what they can rehearſe,

and fo continue, till they have learned the Instruc

T1oNs perfećaly. And afterwards take care, that they

do not forget what they had learned.

i 2. Speak differently, according to the Difference of

them you have to deal with, as they are dull and obsti

nate, or timorous and tender. Be as plain as poſſible

to thofe of weak Capacities, and give them Scripture

Proof for all you fay.

Q. 18. How ſhall we prevent improper Perſons from

infinuating themſelves into the Society ?

A. 1. Give Tickets to none till they are recommended

by a Leader, with whom they have met three Months

on Trial :

2. Give Notes to none but thoſe who are recom

mended by one you know, or till they have met three

or four Times in a Clafs : .*

3. Give them the Rules the first Time they meet. '

Q. 19. How can we add a proper Solemnity to the

Admiſſion of new Members ?

A. 1. In all large Towns, admit new Members into

the Bands only at the Quarterly Love-Feast, following

the Viſitation : 2, Read the Names of the Men to be

admitted the Week before: 3. Admit into the Society,

only on the Sunday following the Quarterly Viſitation :

4. Read the Names of thoſe to be admitted, on the

Sunday Evening before : 5. Then alſo let the Names

of thoſe be read, who are excluded from the Society.

Q. 2o. Should we infist every where on the Band

Rules ? Particularly, that relating to Ruffles?

A. By all Means. This is no Time to give any En

couragement to Superfluity of Apparel. Therefore

give
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give no Band-Tickets to any in England, Scotland, or

Ireland, till they have left them off.

In order to this, 1. Read in every Society the

“ Thoughts concerning Drefs.” . 2. In vifiting the

Claſſes, be very mild, but very strict. 3. Allow no

exempt Cafe, not even of a married Woman : Better

one ſuffr than many.

To encourage meeting in Band. 1. In every large

Society, have a Love - Feait quarterly for the Bands

only: 2. Never fail to meet them apart from the So

ciety, once a Week : 3. Exhort all Believers to em

brace the Advantage : 4. Give a Band - Ticket to

none till they have met a Quarter on Trial.

Q. 21. Have thoſe in Band left off Snuffand Drams?

A. No. Many are ſtill inflaved to one or the other.

In order to redreſs this, 1. Let no Preacher touch

either on any Account : 2. Strongly difiuade our

People from them : 3. Anſwer their Pretences, par

ticularly thoſe of curing the Cholic, or helping Di

gestion. *

Q. 22. Do we obſerve any Evil which has lately

prevailed among our Societies ?

A. Many of our Members have lately mạrried with

Unbelievers, even fuch as were wholly unawakened.

And this has been attended with fatal Confequences.

Few of theſe have gained the unbelieving Wife or

Huſband. Generally they have themſelves either had

an heavy Crófs for Life, or intirely fallen back into

the World.

Q. 23. What can be done to put a Stop to this ?

A. 1. Let every Preacher take Occaſion publickly to

inforce the Apostle's Caution, Be ye not unequally yoked

with Unbelieveri.

2. Let it be openly declared in every Place, That

he who acts contrary to this, will be expelled the So

ciety : -

When any ſuch is expelled, let an Exhortation

he ſubjoined, difluading others from following that bad

Example :

4. And
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4. And let all be exhorted, to take no Step in 1:

weighty a Matter, without first advifing with the molt

ferious of his Brethren.

; 24. Qught any Woman to marry without the

Confent of her Parents ?

A. In general, ſhe ought not. - Yet there may be an

Exception. For if, 1. A Woman be under a Neceffity

of marrying: lf, 2. Her Parents abſolutely refufe to

let her marry any Christian : then ſhe may, nay ought

to marry without their Confent. Yet even then a Me

thodist-Preacher ought not to marry her. - ( )

Q. 25. Do not Sabbath-breaking, Dram-drinking,

Evil-ſpeaking, Unprofitable Converfation, Lightneſs,

Gaiety or Expenſivenefs of Apparel, and contracting

Debts without fufficient Care to difcharge them, still

prevail in feveral Places ? What Method can we talse

to remove theſe Evils ?

A. 1. Let us preach expreſly and strongły on each

of theſe Heads: z. Read the Sermon upon Evil

fpeaking, in every Society: 3: Let the Leaders cloſely

examine, and exhort every Perſon to put away the ac

curfed Thing: 4. Let the Preacher warn the Society

in every Place, that none who is hereafter guilty can

remain with us : 5. In order to give them clearer

Views of the Evil of theſe Things, let every Preacher

recommend to every Society, and that frequently and

earnestly, the Reading the Books we have publiſhed,

preferable to any other. And when any new Book is

fent to any Place, let him ſpeak of it in the public Con-

gregation: 6. Extirpate ſmuggling, buying or felling

uncustomed Goods, out of every Society : Particularly

in Cornwal, and in all Sea-port Towns. Let no Perfon

remain with us, who will not totally abstain from

every Kind and Degree of it : And after admoniſhing

him, filence every Local Preacher who ſpeaks in De

fằice of it. Speak tenderly, but earneſtly and fre

quently of it, in every Society near the Coasts : And

read to them and diſperſe diligently among them “ The

“ Word to a Smuggler.” 7. Extirpate Bribery, re-

ceiving
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eeiving any Thing, directly or indirectly, for voting in

any Election. Shew no Reſpect of Perſons herein, but

expel all who touch the accurfed Thing. Let this be

particularly obſerved at Grimsty and St Ives. Largely

fhew in every Society the Wickedneſs of thus felling

our Country. Do the fame Thing in private Conver

fation. And read every where “ The Word to a Free

“ holder,” and diſperſe it with both Hands : and in

public and private inlarge on Oeconomy, as a Branch

of Religion.

Q. 26. What ſhall we do to prevent Scandal, when

any of our Members become Bankrupt ?

A. Let two of the principal Members of the Society

be deputed to examine his Accounts. , And if he has

not kept fair Accounts, or has been concerned in that

baſe Praćtice of raifing Money by coining Notes (com

monly called the Bill-trade) let him be immediately

expelled the Society. -

27. What is the Office of a Christian Minister ?*

5 To watch over Souls, as he that must give Ac

COunt,

- Q. 28. In what View may we and our Helpers be

confidered ?

A. Perhaps as extraordinary Mestengers, defigned

by God to provoke others to Jealouſy.

Q. 29. What is the Office of an Helper ?

A. In the Abſence of a Minister, to feed and guide

the Flock : In particular, # .

1. To expound every Morning and Evening: (But

N. B. He is never, in any Place, to begin later in the

Evening than Seven o'Clock, except in Harvest-time.)

2. To meet the United Society, the Bands, the Se

lećt Society, and the Penitents every Week: And,

3. To receive on Trial for the Society and Bands,

and to put the Diſorderly back on Trial :

4. To meet the Leaders of the Bands and Claffes

Weekly, and the Stewards, and to overlook their Ac
COUntS, • . * - *

Let

e
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Let every Preacher be particularly exaćt in the Morn

ing Preaching, and meeting the Leaders.

Q. 3o. What are the Rules of an Helper ?

A i. Be diligent Never be unemployed a Mo

ment. Never be triflingly employed. Never while

away Time : Neither ſpend any more Time at any
Place than is ſtrićtly neceſſary. t = ;

2. Be ferious. Let your Motto be, Holiness ro

The Lord. Avoid all Lightneſs, Jesting and fooliſh .

Talking. -

3. Converſe ſparingly and cautiouſly with Women :

Particularly with young Women in private. i'

4. Take no Step toward Marriage, without first ac

quainting us with your Deſign. , !

5. Believe Evil of no one : Unleſs you fee it done,

take heed how you credit it. Put the best Construćtion

on every Thing You know the Judge is always ſup

poſed to be on the Priſoner's Side. *

6. Speak Evil of no one: Eife your Word eſpecially

would eat as doth a Canker. Keep your Thoughts

within your own Breast, till you come to the Perfon

concerned.

7. Tell every one what you think wrong in him, and

that plainly, and as foon as may be, elſe it will fester

in your Heart. Make all haste to cast the Fire out of

your Bofom.

8. Do not affećt the Gentleman. You have no more

to do with this Character, than with that of a Dancing

Master. A Preacher of the Goſpel is the Servant of

all. /

9. Be aſhamed of nothing but Sin : Not of fetching

Wood (if Time permit) or of drawing Water ; not of

cleaning your own Shoes, or your Neighbours.

1o. Be punctual. Do every Thing exactly at the

Time. And in general, do not mend our Rules, but

keep them: not for Wrath, but for Conſcience fake.

i 1. You have nothing to do but to fave Souls.

Therefore ſpend and be ſpent in this Work. And go

always,
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always, not only to thoſe that want you, but to thoſe

that want you most.

12. Act in all Things, not according to your own

Will, but as a Son in the Goſpel. As fuch, it is your Part

to employ your Time in the Manner which we direćt :

partly in Preaching and Viſiting from Houſe to Houſe;

partly in Reading, Meditation and Prayer: Above all,

if you labour with us in our Lord's Vineyard, it is

needful that you ſhould do that Part of the Work

which we adviſe, at thoſe Tines and Places, which we

judge most for his Glory.

Q. 31. What general Method of employing ourTime would you adviſe us to ? ploying

A. We adviſe you, 1. As often as postible to rife at :

Four. 2. From Four to Five in the Morning, and

from Five to Six in the Evening, to meditate, pray and

read, partly the Scripture with the Notes, partly the

clofely praćtical Parts of what we have publiſhed. 3.

From Six in the Morning to Twelve (allowing an Hour

for Breakfast) to read in order, with Prayer,

Biſhop Pear/on on the Creed, Mr Boehm's and Naffon's

Sermons; and the other Books which we have publiſhed

in Profe or Verfe.

Q. 32. Should our Helpers follow Trades ?

A. This is an important Queſtion: Therefore it will

be proper to confider it throughly. The Question is

not, whether they may occaſionally Work with their

Hands, as St Paul did : But whether it be proper for

them to keep Shop and follow Merchandize. Of thoſe

who do fo at preſent it may be obſerved, they are un

questionably upright Men. They are Men of confi

derable We fee the Fruit of their Labour, and

they have a large Share in the Esteem and Love of the

People, All this pleads on their Side, and cannot but

give us a Prejudice in their Favour. Three of theſe

urge Neceſſity for doing this: One that he may help,

his aged Father ; another that he may maintain his

Wife; aThird that he may keep his Children; ar :
OGS
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does not plead any Neceſſity, but a Defire of doing more

Good. One anſwered F. O. “ If you cannot help

“ your Father without trading, and if the Societies

“ either cannot or will not, I will allow him what you

‘ “ allow him now. So this Neceffity is at an End.”

To ja. O. it was anſwered, “ Your Wife wants nothing

“ yet. It is not likely ſhe ever will. You have Mo

“ ney beforehand. So your Neceſſity is not yet begun.”

To R. R. “ You do not want now. When you do

“ want any thing for your Children, you ſhall have it.

“ So here is no Neceſſity.”

As to the fecond Plea, doing more Good, it was in

quired, Is it not doing Evil that Good may come ? Is

not the Thing in Question both Evil in itſelf (for us)

and Evil in its Confequences ? , First, Is it not (with

regard to Travelling ) Evil in itſelf? Is it

well confistent with thatScripture, 2 Tim. ii. 4. No Man

that warreth, (takes on him the Profeffion of a Soldier,

as we eminently do) entangleth himſelf with the Affairs

of this Life ; plainly referring to the Roman Law, which

abſolutely forbad any Soldier to follow any other Pro

feſſion. Is it well confiſtent with that Word, Give At

tendance to Reading, to Exhortation, to Teaching : Medi

tate on theſe Things, give thyfelf.wholly to them? 1Tim. iv.

13, 15. Can we be faid to give ourſelves wholly to

thefe Things, if we follow another Profeſſion ? Does

not our Church, in her Office of Ordination, require

every Minister to do this ? If they do not, the more

Shame for them. But this plainly ſhews, what both

they and we ought to do. We indeed more particularly;

becauſe God has called us to provoke them to Jealouff,

to ſupply their Lack of Service to the Sheep that are as

without Shepherds, and to fpend and be ſpent therein. .

We above all; becauſe every Travelling Preacher fo

lemnly profeſſes to have nothing elfe todo, and receives

his little Allowance for this very End, that he may not

need to do any Thing elfe, that he may not been

tangled in the Things of this Life ; but may give him

felf wholly to theſe Things?

Secondly,
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Secondly, Is it not Evil in its Confequences? Have

not ſome ill Confequences appeared already ? And is

there not the greateſt Reaſon to apprehend that still

worfe would follow ? We are concerned to give no Of

fence, either to Jew or Gentile, or to the Church of

God. But this has already offended, not only many

of the World, but many of our own Brethren. Many

of the Preachers in particular have been much grieved :

Yea and thoſe moſt, who were moſt alive to G o D.

Now “ the Beginning of Offence, is as when one letteth

out Water: Who can gather it up again ?” They are

the more, becauſe they apprehend this would

e an increafing Evil. For where will it stop? If one

Preacher follows Trade, fo may Twenty; fo may every

one. And if any of them trade a little, why not ever

fo much ? Who can fix how far he ſhould go ? There

fore we adviſe our Brethren who have been concerned

herein, to give up all, and attend to the one Bufineſs.

And we doubt not but God will recompenſe them an

hundred Fold, even in this World, as well as in the

World to come.

It is true, this cannot be done on a fudden. But it

may between this and the next Conference. And even

as to the Drops that many fold, if their Wives fell thena

at Home, well : But it is not proper for any Preacher

to hawk them about. It has a bad Appearance. It

does not well fuit the Dignity of his Calling.

Two Years after, it was agreed by all our Brethren,

that no Preacher who will not relinquiſh his Trade of

buying and felling, or of making and vending Pills,

Drops, Balfams, or Medicines of any Kind, ſhall

be confidered as a Travelling Preacher any longer:

And that it ſhall be demanded of all thoſe Preachers,

who have traded in Cloth, Hardware, Pills, Drops,

Balfams, or Medicines of any Kind, at the next Con

ference, whether they have intirely left it off, or not ?

Q. 33. Why i. it, that the People under our Care

- are no better ?

A. Other

:

!
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A. Other Reaſons may concur ; but the Chief is,

becauſe we are not more knowing and more holy.

Q. 34. But why are we not more knowing ?

4. Becauſe we are idle. We forget the very first

Rule, “ Be diligent. Never be unemployed a Mo

“ ment. Never be triflingly employed. Never while

“ away Time: Neither ſpend any more Time at any

“ Place than is strictly neceſſary.”

I fear there is altogether a Fault in this Matter; and

that few of us are clear. Which of you ſpends as many

Hours a Day, in God's Work, as you did formerly in

Man's Work ? We talk, talk– or read History, or

what comes next to hand.

We must, abſolutely must, cure this Evil, or give up
the whole Work.

But how ? 1. Read the most uſeful Books, and that

regularly and constantly. Steadily ſpend all the Morn

in this Employ, or at least five Hours in Twenty

Ou1".

“ But I read only the Bible.” Then you ought to

teach others to read only the Bible, and by Parity of

Reaſon, to hear only the Bible. But if ſo, you need

preach no more. Just fo faid George Bell. And what is

the Fruit ? Why now, he neither reads the Bible, no

any Thing elfe. -

This is rank Enthufiafm. If you need no Book but

the Bible, you are got above St Paul. He wanted

others too. Bring the Books, fays he, but eſpecially the

Parchments, thoſe wrote on Parchment.

“ But I have no Taste for Reading.” . Contract a

Taste for it by Uſe, or return to your Trade.

“ But different Men have different Taſtes.” There

fore fome may read leſs than others; but none ſhould

read leſs than this.

“ But I have no Books.” " I will give each of you,

as fast as you will read them, Books to the Value of

Five Pounds. And I defire the Affistants will take care,

that all the large Societies provide The Christian Library,

for the Ufe of the Preachers. I

2. III
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2. In the Afternoon follow Mr Baxter's Plan. Then

you will have no Time to ſpare: None for learnin

Latin, or Greek, or Hebrew: You will have ;

enough for all your Time. Then likewife no Preacher

will stay with us who is as Salt that has lost its Savour.

For to fuch, this Employment would be mere Drudgery.

And in order to it, you will have need ofall the Know

ledge you can procure.

The Sum is. Go into every Houfe in courfe, and

teach every one therein, Young and Old, if they belong

to us, to be Christians, inwardly and outwardly.

Make every Particular plain to their Understanding.

Fix it in their Memory. Write it on their Heart. În

order to this, there must be Line upon Line, Precept upon

Precept. I remember to have heard my Father aſking

my Mother, “ How could you have the Patience, to

“ tell that Blockhead the fame Thing, Twenty times

“ over ?” She anſwered, “ Why, if I had told him

** but Nineteentimes, I ſhould have lost all my Labour.”

What Patience indeed, what Love, what Knowledge

is requifite for this ?

Q. 34. In what Method ſhould we instruct them ?

A. Read, explain, inforce,

1. The Rules of the Society :

2. Inſtru&ions for Children :

3. The fourth Volume of Sermons:

4. Philip Henry's Method of Family Prayer.

Over and above: Where there are Ten Children in

a Society, ſpend at least an Hour with them Twice a

Week. And do this, not in a dull, dry, formal Man

ner, but in earnest, with your Might.

“ But I have no Gift for this.” Gift or no Gift,

you are to do it, elſe you are not called to be a Me

thodiſt-Preacher. Do it as you can, till you can do

it as you would. Pray earnestly for the Gift, and uſe

the Means for it; particularly studying the Childrens

Traćts.

Q. 35. Why are not we more Holy ? Why do not

we live in Eternity ? Walk with God all the Day

y
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Why are we not all devoted to God ? Breathing the

whole Spirit of Miffionaries ?

A. Becaufe we are Enthuſiaſts : Looking for the

End, without uſing the Means.

In order to be thoroughly convinced of this, we

need only confider the firſt Minutes, p. i 2, i 3. a d

each examine himſelf upon each Article.

To touch only upon two or three Intances.

Do you rife at Four ? Or even at Five, when you do

not preach ?

Do you faſt once a Week ? Once a Month? Do

you know the Obligation, or Benefit of it ?

Do you recommend the Five o’Clock Hour for

Private-Prayer ? Do you obſerve it ? Do not you

find that any time is no time ?

O let us all stir up the Gift of God that is in us ! Let

us no more ſleep, as do others : But whatſoever our

band findeth to do, let us do it with our might /

Q. 36. Who is the Affistant ?

A That Preacher in each Circuit, who is appoint

ed from Time to Time to take Charge of the Socie

ties, and the other Preachers therein.

Q. 37. How ſhould an Aſſistant be qualified for

this Charge ?

A. By walking cloſely, with God, and having his

Work greatly at Heart; by underſtanding and loving

Diſcipline, ours in particular; and by loving the

Church of England, and reſolving not to feparate from

1t.

Q. 38. What is the Buſineſs of an Affistant ?

A. 1. To ſee that the other Preachers in his Circuit

behave well, and want nothing: 2. To viſit the Claſſes

quarterly in each Place, regulate the Bands, and de

liver new Tickets : 3. To keep Watch-nights and

Love-feasts: 4. To take in, or put out of the Bands or

Society. 5. To hold Meetings; and therein

diligently to inquire both into the Spiritual and Tem

poral State of each Society. 6. To take care that

every Society be duly ſupplied with Books, and that

the Money for them be constantly returned. 7. To

B fend

-

 



( 26 )

fend from every Quarterly Meeting a circumstantial

Account to Lºndon of every remarkable Converfion,

and of every one who dies in the Triumph of Faith.

8. To take, exact Liſts of his Societies every Easter,

and bring them to the next Conference. 9. To meet

the married Men: the married Women, the fingle Men,

and the fingle Women, in the large Societies once a

Quarter. Io. To ſee that, every Society have a pri

vate Room, and a Set of the Library for the Helper,

and, i 1. To travel with me, if required, once a Year,

thro' the Societies in his Circuit.

Q. 39. Ought we to infist upon our Rule, that no

Preacher print any Thing without your Approbation ?

A. Undoubtedly. And whoever does it for the

Time to come, cannot take it ill, if he is excluded

from our Connection. Let every one take this Warn

ing, and afterwards blame none but himſelf.

Q. 4o. But has the Office of an Aſistant been tho

roughly executed ?

Æ. No ; not by one Affiſtant out of three. For

Instance. Every Aſſiſtant ought, 1. To “fee that

the other Preachers behave well.” But who has fent

me Word, whether they did or no ? 2. “ To vifit

the Claſſes, regulate the Bands, and deliver Tickets

quarterly.” . How few have done this ? 3. Love

feasts for the Bands have been neglećted. 4. Nor

have Perfons been regularly taken in, and put out

of the Bands. 5. . I fear, many of the Quarterly

Meetings are formal, not ſpiritual. 6. The Socie

ties are not half fepplied with Books, not even with

Kempis, Instruétions for Children, and Primitive Phyſic,

which ought to be in every Houfe. And why ſhould

not each of you do like William Pennington ? Carry

Books with you through every Round: Exert your

felves in this. Be not afhamed. Be not weary.

Leave no Stone unturned. 7. How few Accounts have

I had, either of remarkable Deaths, or remarkable

Converſions ? 8. How few exaćt Lists have we receiv

ed of the Societies ? Take mere Time, and more Pains

in preparing them. 9. Who of you has met the
* rie
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ried and fingle Men and Women once a Quarter,

even in the largeſt Societies ? 1 o. You have not

provided a private Room every where for the Preacher:

Nor a Bed to himſelf: Neither the Library, for want

of which, ſome still read Traſh. Till this can be done,

let there be immediately in every Place, at least the

Notes, and the Traćt on Original Sin.

Q.41. Are there any other Advices which you would

give the Affistants ?

A. Several. 1. Take a regular Catalogue of your

Societies, as they live, in Houſe-row. 2. Leave your

Succeſſor a particular Account of the State of the Cir

cuit. 3. See that every Band-leader have the Rules of

them. 4. Vigorouſly but calmly inforce the Rules

concerning Ruffles, Drams, . Snuff, and Tobacco.

When any Perſon is admitted into a Society, even

good Breeding requires him to conform to the Rules

of that Society. The fame you ſhould inforce in Scot

land as England. The Scots will hear Reaſon as well

as the Engli/%. 5. As foon as there are four Men or

Women Believers in any Place, put them into a Band.

6. Every where infift on Decency and Cleanlineſs.

Tell them Cleanlinefs is next to Godlineſs. 7. Suffer

no Love-feast to laſt above an Hour and half; let not

one Duty interfere with another, and stop all Breaking

the Cake with one another. That filly Cuſtom was

introduced by řames Wheatley, and creates much Con

fuſion. And, 9. Inform all the People from Time to

Time, that none ſhould remove from one Society to

another, without a fufficient Reaſon ; and that thoſe

who defire to remove are to acquaint you with their

Reaſons, and to have a Certificate in thefe Words (elſe

they will not be received in other Societies.) “ A. B.

the Bearer, is a Member ofour Society in M–, I be

lieve he has a ſufficient Cauſe for removing.” 1o. In

every Place, exhort thoſe who were brought up in the

Church to continue therein. And in vifiting the Claſſes,

aſk every one, “ Do you go to Church as often as ever

you did ?” Set the Example yourſelf: And immediately

alter every Plan that interferes therewith : So that every

JB 2 Preacher
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Preacher may attend the Church, at leaſt two Sundays
out of four. -

Is there not a Cauſe ? Are we not unawares by lit

tle and little ſliding into a Separation from the Church ?

O remove every tendency thereto with all Diligence.

1. Let all our Preachers go to Church. 2. Let all

the People go constantly ; and, 3. Receive the Sacra

ment at every Opportunity. 4. Warn all against

Niceneſs in hearing, a great and prevailing Evil. 5.

Warn them alſo againſt deſpifing the Prayers of the

Church. 6. Againit calling our Society a Church or

the Church. 7. Against calling our Preachers Ministers,

our Houſes Meeting-houſes, (call them plain Preaching

Houſes. 8. Do not licence them as fuch: The proper -

Form of a Petition to the Judge or Justice is, “ A. B.

defires to have his Houſe in C–, licenſed for public

Worſhip.” 9. Do not licence yourſelf till you are

conſtrained, and then not as a Diffenter, but a Methodist

Preacher. It is Time enough when you are proſecut

ed, to take the Oaths. And by ſo doing you are

licenſed.

. Q. 42. But are we not Diffenters ?

A. We are irregular, I. By calling Sinners to Re

pentance, in all Places of God's Dominion. 2. By

frequently uſing extemporary Prayer. Yet we are not

Diffenters in the only Senſe which our Law acknow

ledges : . Namely, Perſons who believe it is finful to

attend the Service of the Church : For we do attend

it at all Opportunities. We will not, dare not ſeparate

from the Church, for the Reaſons given feveral Years

ago. We are not Seceders, nor do we bear any Re

femblance to them. We fet out upon quite oppofite

Principles. The Seceders laid the very Foundation

of their Work in judging and condemning Others.

We laid the Foundation of our Work, in judging and

condemning ourſelves. They begin every where,

with ſhewing their Hearers, how fallen the Church and

Ministers are. We begin every where, with ſhewing

our Hearers, how fallen they are themſelves.

And

-
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And as we are not Diffenters from the Church now,

fo we will do nothing, willingly, which tends to a

Separation from it. I herefore let every Aſſistant im

mediately fo order his Circuit, that no Preacher may

be hindered from attending the Church, more than

Two Sundays in the Month. Never make light of

going to Church, either by Word or Deed. Remem

ber Mr. Hook, a very eminent and zealous Papist.

When I aſked him, “ Sir, What do you for Public

Worſhip here, where you have no Romi/% Sermon ?”

He anſwered, “ Sir, I am fo fully convinced, it is

the Duty of every Man to worſhip God in Public,

that I go to Church every Sunday. If I cannot have

fuch Worſhip as I would, I will have fuch Worſhip

as I can.”

Bat fome may ſay, “ Our own Service is Public

Worſhip.” Yes, in a Senſe : But not fuch as ſuper

fedes the Church Service. We never deſigned it

fhould: We have an hundred Times profeſied the

contrary. It preſuppofes Public Prayer, like the Ser

mons at the Univerſity. Therefore I have over and

over adviſed, “ Ufe no long Prayer, either before or

after Sermon.” Therefore I myſelf frequently ufa

only a Collect, and never inlarge in. Prayer, unleſs at

Interceſſion, or on a Watch-night, or on fome extra

ordinary Occafion.

If it were defigned to be instead of Church Service

it would be effentially defećtive. For it feldom has

the four Grand Parts of Public Prayer, Deprecation,

Petition, Intercestion and Thankſgiving, Neither is

it, even on the Lord's Day, concluded with the Lord's

Supper.

The Hour for it on that Day, unleſs where there

is fome peculiar Reaſon for a Variation, ſhould be

five in the Morning as well as in the Evening. Why

fhould we make God's Day the ſhortest of the feven ?

But if the People put ours in the room of the Church

Service, we hurt them that stay with us, and ruin

them that leave us. For then they will go no where
B 3 but
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but lounge the Sabbath away, without any Public

Worſhip at all.

I adviſe therefore all the Methodist, in England and

Ireland, who have been brought up in the Church,

constantly to attend the Service of the Church, at leaft

every Lord's Day.

Q. 43. Are all our Preachers merciful to their Beaſts ?

A Perhaps not. Every one ought not only to ride

n oderately, but alſo to fee with his own Eyes his

Horſe rubbed, fed and bedded.

Q-44. Do we ſufficiently watch over our Helpers ?

A. We might confider thoſe that are with us as

cur Pupils : Into whoſe Behaviour and Studies we

fhould therefore make a particular Inquiry every Day.

Should we not frequently aſk each, Do you walk

cloſely, with God? Have you now Fellowſhip with

the Father and the Son ? At what Hour do you rife ?

Do you punctually obſerve the Morning and Evening

Hour }Retirement ? Do you ſpend the Day in the

Manner which we adviſe ? Do you read the Books

we adviſe, and no other ? Do you faſt as often as

your Health will permit? Do you converſe feriouſly,

uſefully and clofely? Do you pray before, and have

you a determinate End in every Converſation ?

To be mo:e particular:

Do you uſe all the Means of Grace yourſelf, and

inforce the Uſe of them on all Perfons?

They are either Instituted or Prudential.

I. The Inſtituted are, -

1st, Prayer ; Private, Family, Public: confisting

of Deprecation, Petition, Intercestion, Thankſgiving.

Do you uſe each of theſe constantly (at fet Times)

and fervently?

Do you ufe Private Prayer every Morning and

Evening? If you are your own Master, at Five in

the Evening, and the Hour before or after Morn

ing Preaching?

Do you forecast wherever you are, how to ſecure

theſe Hours? D

O
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Do you avow it every where ?

Are you reſolute herein ?

Do you call your Family together at Five ? -

De you aſk every where, i Have you Family Pray

er? 2. Do you retire at five o’Clock ?

II. Searching the Scripture, by,

1. Reading : constantly, fome Part of every Day,

and at all vacant Hours ; regularly, all the New Tef

tament (at leaft) and the Leffons for Children in or

der ; carefully, with the Notes, feriouſly, deliberately,

with much Prayer preceding, accompanying and

following : fruitfully, immediately practifing what

you learn there ?

What other Books do you read ? Is it wife to read

any, till you have read our Traćts, and the Chriſtian

Library ?

Do you give the Morning to Reading, Writing

and Prayer ?

2. Meditating: At fet Times ? How ? By Biſhop

Hall's, or Mr Baxter's Rule? How long?

3: Hearing: Constantly? Every Morning?

Humbly ? Uncritically, devoutly ?

Carefully? With Prayer before, at, after ?

Fruitfully ? Immediately putting in Praćtice ?

Have you a New Testament always in your Pocket?

(See that the Notes are in every Society. Explain

them to the Congregation.)

III. The Lord's Supper. Do you uſe this.

At every Opportunity? With due Preparation ?

That is, with folemn Prayer? With careful Self-Exami

nation ? With deep Repentance ſuited thereto? With

earneſt and deliberate Self devotion ?

Do you in communicating distern the Lord's Body ?

P you afterward retire, not formally, but in ear
neſt ?

IV. Fasting: God led us to this at Oxford. And

he led all of you to it, when you first fet out.

How often do you fast now ? Every Friday ? In

what degree ?

V. Christian Conference.

B 4 Are
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Are we convinced, how important, and how dif

ficult it is to order our Converſation right?

Is it always in Grace ? Seafoned with Salt? Meet

to minister Grace to the Hearers ? *

Do we not converſe too long at a Time ? Is not

an Hour at a Time commonly enough ?

Would it not be well to plan our Converſation be

forehand ? To pray before and after it?

II. Prudential Means we may ufe either as common

Christians, as Methodists, as Preachers, or as Affiffants.

1. As common Christians. What particular Rules

have you, for avoiding Evil? Doing Good ? Grow

A g in Grace? What Arts of holy Living?

z. As Methodists; Do you never miſs any Meet

ing of the Society ? Neither your Claſs, or Band ?

3. As Preachers: Do you meet every Society

Weekly ? Alſo the Leaders? and Bands, if any ?

Do you vifit the Sick? and the Well ? Instructing

Masters and Parents ? And in all Relative Duties ?

4. As Afstants : Do you fill up and regulate the

Bands wherever you come ? Diligently inquire into

the State of the Books, and do all you can to propa

gate them ? Keep Watch-Nights once a Month ?

And Love-feaſts ? With one twice a Year, for all the

· Society ? .

Do you vifit every Society once a Quaiter, and re

gulate all Things therein ?

Do you take a regular Catalogue of your Societies
at leaft once a Ye ar ?

Do you write me an Account of all the Defects of

the common Preachers, which you cannot yourſelf

cure ? /

Theſe Means may be uſed without Fruit. But

there are fome Means which cannot. Namely,

Watching. Denying ourſelves, Taking up our Croſs,

Exercife of the Prefence of GoD.

1. Do we steadily watch against the World, the

Devil, Ourſelves? The beſetting Sin?

2. Do
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2. Do you deny yourſelves every uſeleſs Pleaſure

of Senſe ? Imagination ? Honour ? Are you tempe

rate in all Things? To take one Instance, in Food ?

Do you ufe only that Kind and that Degree, which is

best both for the Body and Soul ? Do you ſee the Ne

ceffity of this ?

Do you eat no Fleſh Suppers ? No late Suppers ?

Theſe naturally tend to deſtroy bodily Health.

Do you eat only Three Meals a Day ? If Four,

are you not an excellent Pattern to the Flock ?

Do you take no more Food than is neceſſary at

each Meal ? You may know if you do, by a Load at

your Stomach: by Drowfineſs, or Heavineſs : and in

a while, by weak or bad Nerves.

Do you uſe only that Kind, and that Degree of Drink

which is best both for your Body and Soul ?

Do you drink Water ? Why not ? Did you ever ?

Why did you leave it off? If not for Health, when

will you begin again ? To Day ?

How often do you drink Wine or Ale ? Every Day ?

Do you want or swaste it ?

3. Wherein do you take up your Grof, daily ? Do

you chearfully bear your Crof (whatever is grievous to

Nature) as a Gift of God, and labour to profit thereby ?

4. Do you endeavour to fet God always before

you ? To ſee his Eye continually fixt upon you i

Never can you uſe theſe Means, but a Bleſfing will

enfue. And the more you uſe them, the more will

you “grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of opr

“ Lord Jesus Christ.”

Q-45. What can be done in order to a cloſer Union

of our Helpers with each other?

4. 1. Let them be deeply convinced of the Want

there is of it at preſent, and the abſolute Neceſity of
iť.

. Let them pray for an earnest Defire of Union.

. Let them ſpeak freely to each other.

When they meet, let them never part without

Prayer.

;
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g. Let them beware how they deſpiſe each other's

Gifts.

6. Let them never ſpeak flightingly of each other

in any Kind.

7. Let them defend one another's Charaćters in e

very Thing, to the utmost of their Power: and

8. Let them labour in Honour each to prefer the

other before himſelf.

Q_46. How ſhallweavoidPopularity? We mean fuch

Esteem or Love from the People, as is not forthe Glory

of God ?

A. 1. Earnestly pray for a piercing Senſe of the

Danger there is, and the Sinfulneſs of it.

2. Take Care how you ingratiate yourſelf with any

People, by Slackneſs of Diſcipline:

3. Or by any Method which another Preacher can

not follow.

4. Warn the People among whom you are most,

of eſteeming or loving you too much.

5. Converſe ſparingly with thoſe who are parti

cularly fond of you.

Q 47. How often ſhould our Helpers preach ?

A. Not more than twice a Day, unleſs on a Sun

day, or fome Extraordinary Occafion,

Q-48. Which is the best General Method of Preach
ing.

* , 1. To invite. 2. To convince. 3. To offer

Chriſt. 4. To build up: And to do this in ſome mea

fure in every Sermon.

Q_49. Are there any ſmaller Advices relating to

Preaching, which might be of uſe to us ?

A. Perhaps theſe, i. Be fure to begin and end, pie

ciſely at the Time appointed.

2. Endeavour to be ferious, weighty, and folemn

in your whole Deportment before the Congregation.

3. Always fuit your Subject to the Audience.

4. Chooſe the plaineſt Texts you can.

5. Take
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5. Take care not to ramble from your Text, but

keep cloſe to it, and make out from it what you take

in hand.

6. Beware of allegorizing or ſpiritualizing too

much.

7. Take care of any thing aukward or affected,

either in your Phraſe, Gesture or Pronunciation.

8. Tell each other, if you obferve any Thing of
this kind.

9. så no Hymns of your own Compofing.

1o. Without a presting Reaſon, do not pray above

eight or ten Minutes (at most) without Intermiffion.

1 1. It would be well for every young Preacher,

frequently to exhort, without taking any Text : And

for every one,_young or old, frequently to read and

inlarge upon a Portion of the Notes.

Q. go. What Sermons do we find by Experience to

be attended with the greatest Blesting ?

A. 1. Such as are most cloſe, convincing, fearch

ing. 2. Such as have most of Christ. 3. Such as

urge the Heinoufneſs of Mens living in Contempt or

Ignorance of him. -

Q. 51. But have not fome of us been led of from

Practical Preaching, by (what was called) preaching

CHRIST ?

A. Indeed we have. The most effectual Way of

preaching CHRIST, is to preach Him in all his Of

fices, and to declare his Law, as well as his Goſpel,

both to Believers and Unbelievers.

Q. 52. Do we now all preach strongly and cloſely,

concerning both inward and outward Holineſs ?

A. It would be well, if we were more frequently

and more largely to infilt upon it in all its Branches,

Q. 53. Do we infist enough upon Praćtical Religion

in general? And in particular, on Relative Duties?

Ufing the Means of Grace ? Private Prayer ? Self-

denial ? Faſting ? Seriouſneſs ?

A. It feems most of us have been wanting here.

Let us take care to fupply this Defect for the future.ł

Q-54. How
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Q_54. How ſhall we be aſſured, that no Preacher

will ever diſappoint a Congregation ?

4. Aſk every one, 1. Do you fee the great Sin,

and fatal Confequences of it? 2. Will you break a

Limb rather than wilfully break your Word herein ?

3. If you do, can you blame us, for not employing

you any more ?

Q. 55: How ſhall we guard against Formality in

public Worſhip ? Particularly in Singing ?

. . 4. 1. By preaching frequently on that Head. z. By

taking care to ſpeak only what we feel. By choof.

ing fuch Hymns as are proper for the Congregation ;

generally Hymns of Prayer or Praiſe, rather than

deſcriptive of particular, States. 3. By not finging
too much at once ; feldom more than five or fix

Verfes : 4. By fuiting the Tune to the Nature of the

Hymn : 5: By often stopping ſhort and aſking the

People, “ Now ! Do you know what you faid last ?

Did you ſpeak no more than you felt ? Did you fing

it as unto the Lord ; with the Spirit and with the

Understanding alſo ?”

Q. 56. What can be done to make the People fing
true ?

A. 1. Learn to fing true yourſelves. 2. Recom

rnend the Tunes every where. 3. If a Preacher

cannot fing himſelf, let him chooſe two or three Per

fons in every Place to pitch the Tune for him.

Q. 57. What is it best to take just after Preaching?

A. Lemonade; Candied Orange Peel, or a little

foft warm Ale. But Egg and Wine is downright

Poiſon.

Q. 58. How ſhall we try thoſe who think they are

moved by the Holy Ghost to preach ?

A. Inquire, 1. Do they know God as a pardoning

God ? Have they the Love of God abiding in them ?

Do they defire and feek nothing but God ? And are

, they holy in all Manner of Converſation ? 2. Have

they Gifts (as well as Grace) for the Work? Have they

(in fome tolerable Degree) a clear, found Understand

ing ? Have they a right Judgment in the Things of
-

- GoD ?
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God ? Have they a just Conception of Salvation by

Faith ? And has God them any Degree of Ut

terance? Do they ſpeak justly, readily, clearly ? 3.

Have they Fruit ? Are any truly convinced ofSin and

converted to God by their Preaching ?

As long as theſe three Marks concur in any one, we

believe he is called of God to preach. Theſe we re

ceive as ſufficient Proof, that he is moved thereto by

the Holy Ghost. -

Q. 59. But how ſhall we know, whether they con

cur or not, in any particular Perfon ?

A. 1. If he is near us, we will talk with him on

the preceding Heads and hear him preach.

z. We will defire him to write down or relate the

Reaſons, why he thinks he is called of God thereto.

3. We will examine thoſe who feem to be convinc

ed of Sin, or converted to God by his Preaching.

4. If he is at a Distance, we will defire the Aſſistant

to do this : and to inquire, what is the Judgment of

his Brethren concerning him.

Q. 6o. What Method may we ufe in receiving a

new Helper ?

A. A proper Time for doing this, is at a Conference

after folemn Fasting and Prayer.

Every Perſon to be admitted is then to be preſent,

and each ofthem may be aſked,

“ A. B. Have you Faith in Christ ? Are you going

en to Perfection ? Do you expećt to be perfected in love

in this Life ? Are you groaning after it ? Are you re

folved to devote yourſelf wholly to God and hisWork ?

Do you know the Methodist-Plan ? Have you read the

Plain Account ? The Appeals ? Do you know the Rules

of the Society ? Of the Bands? Do you keep them ?

Do you take no Snuff? Tobacco ? Drams ? Do you

conſtantly attend the Church and Sacrament ? Have

you read the Minutes? Are you willing to conform to

them? Have you confidered the twelve Rules of a

Helper ? Eſpecially the first, tenth, and twelfth ? Will

you keep them for Conſcience fake ? Are you deter

mined to employ all your Time in the Work of God ?

Will you preach every Morning and Evening ? Endea

vouring
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vouring not to ſpeak too long (an Hour in the whole)

or too loud ? Not lolling with your Elbows ? Have you

read the Rules of Action and Utterance ? Will you meet

the Society, the Bands, the Selećt Society and the

Leaders in every Place ? Will you diligently and ear

nestly instruct the Children, and vifit from Houſe to

Houſe? Will you recommend Fasting, both by Pre

cept and Example?”

We may then receive him as a Probationer, by giv

ing him the Minutes of the Conference inſcribed thus,

To A. B. .

“ You think it your Duty to call Sinners to Repen

tance. Make full Proof hereof, and we ſhall rejoice

to receive you as a Fellow-labourer.

“ Obſerve, You are not to ramble up and down, but

to go where the Affistant directs, and there only.”

Let him then read and carefully weigh what is con

tained therein, and fee whether he can agree to them,

Or nO.

If he can, let him come to the next Conference ;

where, after Examination, Fasting and Prayer, he may

be received into full Connection with us, by giving him

the Minutes inſcribed thus :

“ So long as you freely confent to, and earnestly en

deavour to walk by theſe Rules, we ſhall rejoice to ac

knowledge you as a Fellow-labourer.”

Mean time, let none exhort in any of our Societies

without a Note of Permiſſion from the Affistant. Let

every Exhorter take care to have this renewed yearly.

And let every Aſſistant rigorouſly infiſt upon it.

Q. 61. How can we provide for worn-out Preach

ers ?

A. Thoſe that can preach a little may be ſupernu

merary Preachers where there is moſt need. As for

thoſe who cannot preach at all,

1. Let every travelling Preacher contribute half a

Guinea yearly at the Conference.

2. Let every one when first received as a travelling

Preacher, pay one Guinea.

:

3. Let
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3. Let this be lodged in the Hands of theStewards

approved of by the Majority of the Preachers.

4. The preſent Stewards are Joseph CownLY and

John MuRLIN.

5. Out of this let Proviſion be made, first for the

worn-out Preachers, then for the Widows and Children

of thoſe that are dead.

6. Every worn-out Preacher ſhall receive at least ten

Poundt a Year.

7. Every Widow of a Preacher ſhall receive yearly

during her Widowhood (if ſhe wants it) a Sum not ex

ceeding ten Poundi.

8. Every Child left by a Preacher ſhall receive once

for all, a Sum not uſually exceeding ten Pound.

9. But none is intitled to any Thing from this Fund,

till he has ſubſcribed two Guineas.

1o. Nor any Perſon from the Time he ceaſes (un

leſs worn-out) to be a Travelling Preacher:

i 1. Nor any who negleĉis paying his Subſcription

for four Years together. -

12. Let every Preacher, who does not bring or fend

his Subſcription tp the Conferences, be fined two Shil

/ings and Sixpence,

13. This Fund is never to be reduced to leſs than an

Hundred Pounds.

14. Let a Committee be chofen to fee theſe Rules

duly executed. The preſent Committee are,

Peter ỹaco. John Powyon.

Duncan Wright. James Odaie.

Thomas Hanby. Thomas Olivers.

Robert Roberts. John Helton.

Alexander Mather. Christopher Hopper.

Thomas johnſon.

15. Let an exact Account of all Receipts and Dif.

burfements be produced at the Conference.

! Q. 62. How may the Wives of the Travelling Preach

ers be provided for ? *

A. If a Preacher marries hand-over-head, he must

provide for himſelf. As to the reſt, we cannot but

obſerve many Inconveniences have arifen, from the

preſent
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preſent Methodofproviding for the Wives ofthe Preach

ers. Thoſe who are moſt proper for feveral Places,

cannot be fent thither becauſe they are married. And

ifthey are fent, the People look upon them with an evil

- Eye, becauſe they are burdened by their Families.

In order to remedy theſe Inconveniences, let it be con

fidered, 1. What each Circuit can contribute: z. How

many Wives are to be provided for : (Their Children

are provided for where they are.) 3. By what Cir

cuits ? By this Means whether the Preachers in any

- particular Circuit are married or fingle, it makes no

difference : So that any Preacher may be fent to any

Circuit, without any Difficulty.

Q. 63. How many Circuits are there now ?

A. Three and thirty in England, Ten in Ireland,

Three in h ales, Two in Scotland, and Two in Ame

zrica.

Q. 64. Are our Preaching houſes fafe ?

A. Not all : for fome of them are not fettled on Truf

tees. Several of the Truſtees for others are dead.

Q.65, What then is to be done ?

A. 1. Let the ſurviving Truſtees chooſe others without

delay. 2. Lét thoſe who have Debts on any of the

Houſes, give a Bond to fettle them, as foon as their

Debt is paid.

Q_66. In what Form may an Houſe be fettled ?

A. In the following :

** This Indenture made

“ between B. Heap of Manchester, in the County of

G g on the one Part, and Tho. Philips, Hatter,

“ 85fc. on the other Part, W I i Ni ss E rH, That in Con

“ fideration cf i ive Shi lings, lawful Money of Great

“ Britain, by the faid T. P. &c. to the faid B. H. truly

“ paid, before the Sealing and Delivery hereof (the

“ Receit whereof the faid B. H. doth hereby acknow

“ ledge) and for divers other Confiderations him there

“ unto moving, the faid B. H. hath granted, bar

“ gained, and fold ; and by theſe Preſents doth grant,

s: bargain and fell unto the faid T. P. &c. their
4 • 3.Il
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and Affigns for ever, All that lately erested Houfe

or Tenement, with the Yard thereunto adjoining,

fituate near the upper End of Market-street Lane in

Manchester aforefaid, now in the Tenure or Occu

pation of T. Woolfinden ; together with all the Ways,

Drains, Walls, and Privileges to the faid Premiſes,

or any Part thereof appertaining, as the fame were

purchaſed of S. Hope, of Manchester aforefaid, Brick

layer, before the faid Houſe or Tenement was built ;

and all the Profits thereof, and all the Right, Title

and Intereft, in Law and Equity. To have AND

To Hold the faid Houſe or Tenement, Yard and

other Premiſes, to the faid T. P. &c. their Heirs,

and Affigns for ever: NeverTheLess upon ſpecial

Truſt and Confidence, and to the Intent, that they

and the Survivors of them, and the Trustees for the

Time being, do and ſhall permit f. Weſley, late of

Lincoln Coll. Oxford, Clerk, and fuch other Perſons

as he ſhall from Time to Time appoint, and at all

Times, during his natural Life, and no other Perſons,

to have and enjoy the free Uſe and Benefit of the

faid Premiſes; that the faid }. Weſley, and fuch

other Perſons ashe appoints, may therein preach and

expound God's holy Word: and after his Deceaſe,

upon farther Trust and Confidence, and to the Intent

that the faid Truſtees and the Survivors of them, and

the Trustees for the Time being, do and ſhall per

mit Charles Weſley, late of Christ Church Coll. Oxf.

Clerk, and fuch other Perſons as he ſhall from

Time to Time appoint, during his Life, and no

others, to have and enjoy the faid Premiſes for the

Purpoſes aforefaid: and after his deceafe, upon far

ther Truft and Confidence, and to the Intent that

the faid T. P. &c. or the major Part of them, or

the Survivors of them, and the major Part of the

Trustees of the faid Premiſes, for the Time being,

fhall from Time to Time, and at all Times for

ever thereafter, permit fuch Perſons as ſhall be ap

pointed at the Yearly Conference of the People

called Methodists, in London, Bristal or Leeds, and
4 4 IRQ
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“ no others, to have and enjoy the faid Premiſes, for

“ the Purpoſes aforefaid: Provided always, that the

“ faid Perſons preach no other Doćirine than is contained

“ in Mr W 's Notes upon the New Testament, and four

“ Volumes of Sermons:xProvided aljo, that they preach in

* the faid Houſe at least one Evening in every Week, and

“ at Five o'Clock on each Morning following?$And upon

“ farther Trust and Confidence, that as often as any

“ of theſe Trustees, or of the Truſtees for the Time

“ being fhall die, or ceaſe to be a Member of the Society

* commonly called Methodists, the reſt of the faid Truf

“ tees, or of the Trustees for the Time being, as foon

** as conveniently may be, ſhall and may choofe ano

“ ther Trustee, or Trustees, in order to keep up the

** Number of nineTruſtees for ever. In Witneſs whereof

* the faid B. H. hath hereunto fet his Hand and Seal

“ the Day and Year first above written.”

In this Form the first Proprietors of the Houſe are

to make it over to five, feven or nine Trustees.

4

.

4

Q. 67. But is this Form a fafe one? Should we not .

have the Opinion of a Council upon it ? '

A. I think this would be throwing Money away.

1. Becauſe this Form was drawn up by three eminent

Counſellors : but, 2. It is the Way of almost every

Lawyer, to blame what another has done. Therefore

you cannot at all infer, that they think a Thing wrong

becauſe they fay fo. 3. If they did in reality think it

wrong, this would not prove that it was fo. 4. If

there was (which I do not believe) fome Defećt therein,

who would go to law with the Body of Methodists ? 5.

And if they did, would any Court in England put them

out of Poff ffion ? Eſpecially when the Intent of the Deed

was plain and undeniable.

Q. 68. Is any Thing farther adviſable with regard

to Building ?

A. 1. Build all Preaching houſes, if the Ground

will admit, in the Octogon Form. It is beſt for the

Voice, and on many Accounts more commodious than

any other. 2. Let the Roof rife only one third of the

Breadth :

:
i:

:

*
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Breadth: This is the true Proportion. 3. Have enow

Windows and Doors ; And let all the Windows be

faſhed, opening downward. 4. Let there be no tub

Pulpit; but a fquare Projection, with a long Seat be

hind. 5. Let there be no Backs to the Seats, which

fhould have Iſles on each fide, and be parted in the

middle by a Rail running all along, to divide the

Men from the Women.

Q. 69. Is there any Exception to the Rule, “ Let

“ the Men and Women fit apart ?”

A. In thoſe Galleries where they have always fat

together, they may do ſo still. But let them fit apart

every where below, and in all new-erećted Galleries.

Q. 7o. What can be done, to make the Methodists

fenſible of the Excellency of Kingſwood School ?

A. I. Let every Aſſistant read the following Ac

count of it yearly in every Society. II. Let every

Preacher earneſtly exhort all Parents, that are able to

fend their Children thither, and be at the Pains to

anſwer all their Objećtions, and refute all the Lies

they may have heard about it.

1. The Wiſdom and Love of God have now thruſt

out a large Number of Labourers into his Harvest ;

Men who defire nothing on Earth but to promote

the Glory of God, to fave their own Souls, and them

that hear them. And thoſe to whom they miniſ

ter ſpiritual Things, willingly minister to them of

their carnal Things; fo that they have Food to eat and

Raiment to put on, and are content therewith.

2. A competent Proviſion is likewife made for the

Wives of married Preachers, Theſe alfo lack mo

thing; having a weekly Allowance, over and above

for their little Children; ſo that neither they nor

their Huſbands need be careful about many Things,

but may wait upon the Lord without Distraction.

3. Yet one confiderable Difficulty lies on thoſe who

have Boys, when they grow too big to be under

their Mother's Direction. Having no Father to go

vern and instruct them, they are expoſed to a thou

fand
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fand Temptations. To remedy this, we have a

School on purpoſe for them, wherein they have all

the Instrućtion they are capable of, together with all

Things needful for the Body, Clothes only excepted.

And it may be, if God proſper this Labour of Love,

they will have theſe too ſhortly.

4. In whatever View we look upon this, it is one

of the nobleſt Charities that can be conceived. How

reaſonable is the Inſtitution ? Is it fit that the Chil

dren of thofe who leave Wife, Home, and all that

is dear, to fave Souls from Death, ſhould want what

is needful either for Soul or Body ? Ought not we

to fupply what the Parent cannot, becauſe of his

Labours in the Goſpel ? How excellent are the Ef

fećts of this Institution ? The Preacher eaſed of this

Weight, can the more chearfully go on in his La

bour. And perhaps many of theſe Children may

hereafter fill up the Place of thoſe that ſhall rest from

their Labours.

5. It is not strange therefore, confidering the Ex

cellence of this Defign, that Satan ſhould have taken

much Pains to defeat it : particularly by Lies of

every Kind, which were plentifully invented and

handed about for feveral Years, even by fome of our

Preachers. But Truth now prevails, and its Adver

faries are put to Silence. It is well known that the

Children want nothing ; that they ſcarce know what

Sickneſs means; that they are well instructed in.

whatever they are capable of learning ; that they are

carefully and tenderly governed; and that the Be

haviour of all in the Houſe, elder and younger, is as

becometh the Goſpel of Christ.

6. But the Expence of ſuch an Undertaking is very

large : fo that although we have at preſent but

thirteen or fourteen poor Children, we are continu

ally running behind, notwithſtanding the yearly Sub

fcription made at London and Bristol. The beſt Means

we could think of at our late Conference to fupply

the Deficiency is, once a Year to defire the Affift

ance of all thoſe in every Place who wiſh well

the
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the Work ofGod ; all who long to fee Sinners con

verted to God, and the Kingdom of Christ fet np

in all the Earth.

7. All of you, who are thus minded, have an Op

portunity now of ſhewing your Love to the Goſpel.

Now promote, as far as in you lies, one of the no

blest Charities in the World. Now forward, as you

are able, one of the most excellent Deſigns that ever

was fet on foot in this Kingdom. Do what you can

to comfort the Parents, who give up ther all for

you, and to give their Children cauſe to bleſs you.

You will be no poorer for what you do on fuch

an Occafion. God is a good Pay-master. And you

know, in doing this, you lend unto the LoRD : In due

Time H e /ball pay you again.

Q.7 1. But how can we keep it out of Debt, which

never was done yet ?

A. Let a Collećtion be made for it the Sunday be

fore or after Midſummer, in every Preaching-houſe,

great and ſmall, throughout England, Scotland, and

Ireland.

Q. 72. How may we raife a General Fund ?

A. By a Yearly Subſcription to be propoſed by

every Affistant when he vifits the Claffes at Christmas,

and received at the Viſitation following.

To this End he may then read and enlarge upon

the following Hints in every Society.

“ I. Within theſe twelve or fifteen Years feveral

of our Brethren in various Parts, having no Room

which would contain the Congregation, by the Ad

vice of the Preachers have built Houſes for Preach

ing, capable ofcontaining the uſual Number of Hear

ers: But this has neceſſarily involved them in large

Debts. Their Debt at Halifax, for Instance, amounted

two or three Years ago to Two Hundred Pounds:

That at Leeds to more than Three Hundred Pounds :

That at Manchester to Three Hundred and fifty Pounds:

That at Liverpool to Four Hundred Pounds. So

that the whole Debt contracted by Building was, I

apprehend
/
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apprehend, little ſhort of Four Thouſand Pounds. This

the Societies to whom thoſe Houſes belong, are by

no Means able to pay : But the whole Body of Me

thodiſts joining together can do it without Inconve

nience. Only let them chearfully exert on fo presting

an Occaſion the Ability which God hath given them.

2. But there is a greater Difficulty than this. Where

there are Houſes, there are not Preachers. Though

the Harvest is plenteous, the Labourers are few. And

what can we do for a Supply ? We cannot purchaſe

them for Money : We cannot hire, or make them.

God alone can do this. And He has in fome mea

fure done it already. In feveral Parts of England there

are local Preachers, who have both Gifts and

Graces equal to thoſe of most Itinerants. “ Why

“ then do they not travel ?” They are willing fo to

do : But they are afraid of bringing a Scandal upon

the Goſpel : Becauſe, they have contraćted Debts,

which, though very ſmall, they are not yet able to

pay. . So they are bound Hand and Foot: But ſhall

We ſuffer this ? Shall we not fet them at Liberty ?

We cannot buy a Preacher for Ten thouſand Pounds :

but we may releaſe one for Ten or Twelve. Can any

Money be better beſtowed ? Let us, in the Name

of God, fend theſe Labourers into his Harveſt ! Men

who defire only to give their Bodies, Souls, Time,

All, for Him that was given for us.

3. But still how ſhall we ſend them into thoſe Parts,

where they are most of allwanted ? Suppoſe the North

West of Ireland, and the North of Scotland? Many

are willing to hear; but not to bear the Expence.

Nor can it as yet be expećted of them : stay till

the Word of God has touched their Hearts, and then

they will gladly provide for them that preach it.

Does it not lie upon us, in the mean Time, to fupply

their lack of Service ? To raife a General Fund out

of which from time to time that Expence may be de

frayed ? By this Means, thoſe who willingly offer

themfelves may travel thro’ every Part, whether there

are Societies or not, and stay wherever there is a Call,

without

:

:
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without being burdenfom to any. . Thus may the Gof

pel, in the Life and Power thereof, be ſpread from Sea

to Sea. Which of you will not rejoice to throw in

your Mite to promote this glorious Work ?

4. “ It is true, when Want of Money to defray the

Expence is removed, another Hindrance will often

ariſe. Satan will stir up his trusty Servants, to fight

lest his Kingdom be deſtroyed. But is there no Way

to quell riotous Mobs, even when Magistrates will

not do their Duty ? There is one and only one Way :

Move the King's Bench for an Information against

them. This is a Way which has never failed us yet.

No, not in a fingle Instance. The only Objection is

the Expence. A Suit in the Kirg's Bench uſually costs

fifty or fixty Pounds. But if we all join Hand and

Heart together, cannot we make this eaſy too ? Can

not we raife a Common Stock which ſhall ſuffice for

this as well as for the preceding Purpoſes ? By the

Blesting of God we can. And who would not gladly

contribute toward it ? -

5. Let then every Member of our Society in Eng

land, once a Year, fet his Shoulder to the Work ;

contributing more or leſs as God has proſpered him,

at the Laay-Day Viſitation of the Claffes. Let none

be excluded from giving fomething, be it a Penny,

a Half-penny, a Farthing. , Remember the Widow's

two Mites ! And let thoſe who are able to give Shil

lings, Crowns, and Pounds, do it willingly. The

Money contributed will be brought to Leeds, Bristol,

or London, at the enſuing Conference. TwoThirds of

it at leaft will be alloted for thoſe public Debts

which call the loudeſt. The rest will be partly em

ployed in fetting at Liberty fuch local Preachers as

are tied down by ſmall Debts ; partly referved for

propagating the Goſpel, where there are none to bear

the Expences of the Preacher.

6. Men and Brethren, Help! Was there ever a

Call like this, fince you first heard the Goſpel-Sound ?

Help to relieve your Companions in the Kingdom

of Jesus, who are prest above Meaſure. “ Bear ye

OING

*
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one another's Burdens, and fo fulfil the Law of

CHR1st.” Help to fend forth able, willing Labourers

into your LoRo s Harveſt : So ſhall ye be afistant in

faving Souls from Death, and hiding a Multitude of

Sins. Help to ſpread the Goſpel of your Salvation

into the remoteft Corners of the Kingdom, till “ the

Knowledge of our LoRo ſhall cover the Land, as the

Waters cover the Sea.” Help to deliver the Poor out

of the Hand of the Oppreſſor, to- procure them the

Bleffings which we enjoy : So ſhall it appear to our

felves, and all Men, that we are indeed one Body,

united by one Spirit ; fo ſhall the baptized Heathens

be yet again constrained to fay, “ See how theſe

“ Christians love one another.”

The Money received is to be brought by the Af

fistants to the next Conference. -

Q.72. But no:withstanding all that has been con

tributed and paid, we are still Six thouſand nine hundrea’

and fifty eight Ponnas in Debt. So that we gain no

ground. What can be done ? How can we prevent

the Increaſe of Debt ?

A. By putting an abſolute stop to all Building for

the enfuing Year. Let no new Houte be built, no Ad

dition or Alteration be made in any old one, unleſs the

Propofers thereof can and will defray the whole Ex

pence of it.

Q. 74. What can be done in order to pay the old

Debt ?

A. 1. Give a Note to each Affistant, ſpecifying the

Debts, toward which the Money collećted in each Cir

cuit next Year is to be paid.

2. Let each Aſſistant encourage the People in each

Place, like thoſe in Birmingham, to make a Puſh to

ward paying off their own Debt,

3. Let whatever is contributed in any Circuit, be

aid away in that Circuit, as long as any Debt re

mains therein.

4. Let whatever is contributed in any fingle Place,

which is in Debt, pay that as far as it will go.

5. Let
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g. Let whatever is contributed in the Circuits which

are out of debt, be produced at the Conference.

6. Let us try whether any Part of it may be paid off

by Annuities.

Q. 75. What is the fafest Way of leaving a Legacy

for any charitable Purpoſe?

A. To leave it abſolutely to a Perfon they can con

fide in.

Q. 76. What is the Method wherein we uſually pro

ceed in our Conferences ?

A. We inquire,

1. What Preachers are admitted?

What remain on Trial ?

Who are admitted on Trial ? and

Who defist from Travelling ?

z. Who act as Affistants this Year ?

3. Are there any Objections to any of the Preachers?

(who are named one by one.)

4. How are the Preachers stationed this Year ?

5. What Numbers are in the Society ?

6. What is the Kingswood Collection?

7. What is contributed toward the Debt ?

8. How was this expended ?

9. What is contributed toward the Preachers Fund ?

io. What Demands are there upon it ?

fo v 1. How many Preachers Wives are to be provided
r ?

1z. By what Societies ?

13. Where and when mayour nextConference begin ?

Q. 77. What Power is it which you exercife over

both Preachers and People ?

A. Count Zinzendorff loved to keep all Things cloſe.

I love to do all Things openly, I will therefore tell you

all I know of the Matter, taking it from the very Be

ginning. -

1. In November 1738, two or three Perſons, who de

fired to fee from the Wrath to come, and then feven or

eight more came to me in London, anđ defired me to

adviſe and pray with them. I ſaid, “ If you will meet

“ on Thurſday Night I will help you as well as I can.”

More and more then defired to meet with them, till they

were increaſed to many Hundreds. The Cafe was

- * afterwards
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afterwards the fame at Bristol, Kingswood, Newcastle,

and many other Parts of England, Scotland and Ireland.

It may be obſerved the Defire was on their Part, not

mine. My Defire was to live and die in Retirement.

But I did not fee that I could refuſe them my Help, and

be guiltleſs before God.

Here commenced my Power, namely, a Power to

appoint wben, and where, and bow they ſhould meet ;

and to remove thoſe whoſe Lives ſhewed that they had

no Defire to fee from the Wrath to come. And this

Power remained the fame, whether the People meeting

together were Twelve, Twelve Hundred, or Twelve

Thouſand.

2. In a few Days fome of them faid, “ Sir, we will

“ not fit under you for nothing. We will ſubſcribe

“ quarterly.” I faid, “ I will have nothing, for I want

“ nothing. My Fellowſhip ſupplies me with all, and

“ more than I want.” One replied, “ Nay, but you

“ want One hundred and fifteen Pound to pay for the

“ Leafe of the Foundery. And likewife a large Sum of

* Money will be wanting to put it into repair.” On this

Confideration I ſuffered them to ſubſcribe. And when

the Society met, I aſked, “ Who will take the Trouble

“ of receiving this Money, and paying it where it is

“ needful?” One faid, “ I will do it, and keep the

“ Account for you.” So here was the firſt Steward.

Afterwards I defired one or two more to help me as

Stewards, and in proceſs of time a greater Number.

Let it be remarked, it was I myſelf, not the People,

who choſe theſe Stewards, and appointed to each the

distinét Work wherein he was to help me, as long as I

defired. And herein I began to exercife another fort

of Power, namely, that of appointing and removing

Stewards.

3. After a Time a young Man came, T. Maxfeld,

and faid he defired to help me as a Son in the Goſpel.

Soon after came a fecond, Thomas Richards, and a third,

Thomas H estal. Thefe feverally defired to ferve me as

Sons, and to labour when and where I ſhould direćt.

Obſerve, Theſe likewiſe defired me, not I them. But I

durft not refuſe their Affiſtance. And here commenced

iny Power, to appoint each of theſe when, where

- org/
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boev to ta bour: that is, while he choſc to continue with

me : For each had a Power to go away when he

pleaſed : As I had alſo to go away from them, or any

of them, if I ſaw fufficient Caufe. The Cafe conti

nued the fame when the Number of Preąchers increafed.

I had just the fame Power stiil, to appoint when, and

avbere and how each ſhould help me, and to tell any,

if I ſaw cauſe, “ I do not defire your Help any longer.”

On theſe Terms, and no other, we joined at first : On

theſe we continue joined. But they do me no favour

in being directed by me. It is true, “ My Reward is

* with the Lor d.” But at preſent I have nothin

from it but Trouble and Care, and often a Burden #
fcarce know how to bear.

4. In 1744 Î wrote to feveral Clergymen, and to

all who then ferved me as Sons in the Goſpel, defiring

them to meet me in London, to give me their Advice

concerning the best Method of carrying on the Work

of God. They did not defire this Meeting, but I did,

knowing that in a Multitude of Counſellors there is/afety.

And when their Number increaſed, ſo that it was nei

ther needful nor convenient to invite them all, for feve

ral Years I wrote to thoſe with whom I defired to con

fer, and theſe only met at the Place appointed ; till at

length I gave a general Permiſſion that all who defired

it might come. -

Obſerve, I myſelf fent for theſe of my own free

Choice ; and I fent for them to adviſe, not govern me.

Neither did I at any of thoſe Times divest myſelf of

any Part of that Power above deſcribed, which the

Providence of God had cast upon me, without any

Deſign or Choice of mine. -

What is that Power? It is a Power of admitting intº

and excluding from the Societies under my Care. Of

choofing and removing Steward, of receiving or not

receiving Helpers; of appointing them wben, where and

bow to help me; and of defiring any of them to meet

me when I fee good. And as it was merely in Obedi

ence to the Providence of God, and for the Good of

the People, that I at first accepted this Power, which I

never fought, nay an hundred Times laboured to throw

off; fo it is bn t fame Confiderations, not for Profit,

Honour or Pleaſure, that I uſe it at this Day.
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ş. But feveral Gentlemen are much offended at my

having /o much Power. My Anſwer to them is this.

I did not ſeek any Part of this Power: It came upon

me unawares. But when it was come, not daring to

bury that Talent, I uſed it te the best of my Judg

JIlent.

Yet I never was fond of it. I always did, and do

now bear it as my Burden ; the Burden which G o D

lays upon me, and therefore I dare not yet lay it down.

But if you can tell me any one, or any five Men, to

whom I may transfer this Burden, who can and will

do just what I do now, I will heartily thank both

Them and You.

6. But ſome of our Helperi fay, “ This is Shackling

“ freeborn Engliſhmen;” and demand a free Confe

rence; that is, A Meeting of all the Preachers, wherein

all Things ſhall be determined by most Votes.

I anſwer; It is poſible after my Death fomething of

this Kind may take Place. But not while I live. To

me the Preachers have engaged themſelves to ſubmit, to

“ ferve me as Sons in the Goſpel.” But they are not

thus engaged to any Man, or Number of Men befides.

To me the People in general will ſubmit. But they

will not yet fubmit to any, other.

It is Nonfenſe then to call my ufing this Power,

“ Shackling freeborn Engliſhmen.” - None needs to ſub

mit to it unleſs he will; ſo there is no Shackling in the

Cafe. Every Preacher, and every Member, may leave

me when he pleaſes. But while he chooſes to stay, it is

on the fame Terms that he joined me at first.

“ But this is arbitrary Power; this is no leſs than

** making yourſelf a Pope.”

If by arbitrary Power you mean a Power which I

exercife ſingle, without any Collegues therein, this is

certainly true : But I fee no hurt in it. Arbitrary in

this Senſe is a very harmleſs Word. If you mean, Un

juf, unreaſonable, or tyrannical, then it is not true.

As to the other Branch of the Charge, it carries no

Face of Truth. The Pope affirms that every Christian

must do all he bids, and believe all he fays, under pain

of Damnation. I never affirmed any thing that bears

any, the most distant Reſemblance to this. All '
fII)
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firm is, “ The Preachers who chooſe to labour with

“ me, chooſe to ferve me as Sons in the Goſpel.” And

* the People who chooſe to be under my Care, chooſe

“ to be fo on the fame Terms they were at first.”

Therefore all talk of this Kind is highly injurious to

me, who bear this Burden merely for your Sakes. And

it is exceeding miſchievous to the People, tending to

confound their Understandings, and to fill their Hearts

with evil Surmifings and unkind Tempers towards me.

To whom they really owe more, for taking all this

Load upon me, for exercifing this very Power, fòr

fhackling myſelfin this Manner, than for all my Preach

ing put together. Becauſe preaching twice or thrice a

Day is no Burden to me at all: But the Care of all the

Preachers and all the People, is a Burden indeed!

Q. 78. What can be done in order to the future

Ünion of the Methodists ?

A. On Friday, August 4, 1769, Mr Weſley read in the

Conference the following Paper.

1. I T has long been my Defire, that all thoſe Mi

nisters of our Church, who believe and preach Salva

tion by Faith, might cordially agree between them-

felves, and not hinder, but help one another. After

occafionally presting this in private Converſation, where

ever I had Opportunity, I wrote down my Thoughts

upon this Head, and fent them to each in a Letter.

Out of Fifty or Sixty to whom I wrote, only Three vouch

fafed me an Anſwer. So I give this up. I can do no

more. They are a Rope of Sand ; and fuch they will

continue; - *

2. But it is otherwife with the Travelling Preacheri in

our Connection: You are at preſent One Body. „You

aćt in Concert with each other, and by united/Coun
fels. And now is the Time to confider what,can be

done, in order to continue this Union ? indeed, aS

long as I live, there will be no great Diffieulty : I am,

under Gop, a Centre of Union to all our travelling, as

well as local Preachers.

They all know me and my Communication. They

all love me for my Work's Sake: and therefore, were

e 3 1E

* *
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it only out of Regard to me, they will continue con

nećted with each other. But by what Means may this

Connećtion be prefeived, when God removes me from

rou ?
y 3. I take it for granted, it cannot be preſerved, by

any Means, between thoſe who have not a fingle Eye.

Thoſe who aim at any Thing but the Glory of G o D,

and the Salvation of Men; who defire, or feek any

earthly Thing, whether Honour, Profit, or Eafe, will

not, cannot continue in the Connećtion; it will not an

fwer their Defign. Some of them, perhaps a fourth of

the whole Number, will procure Preferment in the

Church. Others will turn Independents, and get ſepa

rate Congregations, like John Edwards and Charles

Skelton. Lay your Accounts with this, and be not fur

prifed if fome you do not fufpećt be of this Number.

4. But what Method can be taken to preferve a firm

Union between thoſe who choofe to remain together ?

Perhaps you might take fome ſuch Steps as theſe :

On Notice of my Death, let all the Preachers in

England and Ireland repair to London within Six Weeks.

Let them feek God by folemn Fasting and Prayer.

Let them draw up Articles of Agreement, to be

figned by thoſe who chooſe to aćt in Concert.

Let thoſe be diſmified who do not chooſe it, in the

moſt friendly manner postible.

Let them choofe, by Votes, a Committee of Three,

Five, or Seven, each of whom is to be Moderator in

his Turn.

Let the Committee do what I do now : Propoſe

Preacbers to be tried, admitted, or excluded: Fix the

Place of each Preacher for the enſuing Year, and the

Time of the next Conference.

g. Can any be done now, in Order to lay a

Foundation for this future Union ? - Would it nos be

well, for any that are willing, to fign fome Articles of

Agreement before G o d calls me hence? Suppoſe

fomething like thefe:

“ We, whoſe Names are underwritten, being tho

“ roughly convinced of the Neceſſity of a cloſe Union

*: between thoſe whom God is pleaſed to ufe as Instru

** Inents

:
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“ ments in this glorious Work, in order to preſerve this

“ Union between ourſelves, are reſolved, G o D being

“ our Helper, -

“ I. To devote ourſelves entirely to God; denying our

“ felves, taking up our Croſs daily, steadily aiming at

“ one Thing, to /ave our own Souls, and them that bea

** us. -

“ II. To preach the old Methodist Doé7rines, and no

“ other, contained in the Minutes of the Conferences.

“ III. To obſerve and enforce the whole Methodist

“ Diſcipline, laid down in the faid Minutes.”

What can be done in order to revive the

Work of God where it is decayed ?

A: 1. See that no Circuit be at any Time without

Preachers. Therefore let no Preacher who does not at

tend the Conference, leave the Circuit at that Time on

any Pretence whatever. This is the most improper

Time in the whole Year. Let every Affistant fee to

this, and require each of theſe to remain in the Circuit

till the new Preachers come.

Let not all the Preachers in any Circuit come to the

Conference. -

Let thoſe who do come, fet out as late as poſſible,

and return as foon as postible.

2. Be more diligent in Field-preaching. The want

of preaching abroad, and of preaching in new Places,

has greatly damped the Work of God.

3. Wherever we have a large Preaching-houſe at

one End of a great Tewn, let us preach Abroad at the

other End of it, every Sunday Morning at least.

4. Be more diligent in Morning-preaching, where

ever you can have twenty Hearers.

5. Be more aćtive in diſperfing the Books : particu

larly the Sermon on the Good Steward, on In-being Sin,

the Repentance of Believers, and the Scripture Way of
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7. Exhort the Leaders of Bands to fpeak to thoſe

with them in the cloſest manner poſſible.

8. Encourage all at the public Meeting of the Bands

to ſpeak with all openneſs and fimplicity.

9. Let a Fast be obſerved in all our Societies on the

last Friday in September, and on the Friday after New

1ear's Day, after Lady-day, and after Midſummer-day.

1o. Wherever you can, uſe Interceſſion on Friday,

and recommend Fasting both by Precept and Example.

1 1. Be conſcientiouſly exact in the whole Methodist

Diſcipline. And that you may understand it, read over

carefully The Plain Account of the People called Metho

dists, and the feveral Minutes of the Conferences.

1z. Beware of Formality in Singing, or it will creep

in upon us unawares. Is it not creeping in already, by

thoſe complex Tunes which it is fcarce postible to fing

with Devotion ? Such is “ Praife ye the Load ye

• bleſſed ones:” Such the long quavering Hallelujab

annexed to the Morning Song-Tune, which I defy any

Man living to fing devoutly. The repeating the fame

Word fo often, (but eſpecially while another repeats

different Words, the horrid Abuſe which runs through

the modern Church Mufic) as it ſhocks all common

Senſe, fo it neceſſarily brings in dead Formality, and

has no more of Religion in it than a Lanca/bire Horn

ipe. Befide, that it is a flat Contradićtion to our

f d’s Command, “ Ufe not vain Repetitions.”

For what is vain Repetition, if this is not ? WhatEnd

of Devotion does it ferve ? Again, Do not fuffer the

People to fing too flow. This naturally tends to For

mality, and is brought in by thoſe who have very

Rrong, or very weak Voices. . Is it not postible, that

all the Methodists in the Nation ſhould fing equally

quick ? Why fhould not the Aſistant ſee that they be

taught to fing in every large Society ? And do this in
fuch a Manner, as to obviate the ill Effects which

might otherwiſe ſpring therefrom ?

i3. Which of us "fasts every Friday in the Year? ”

Which of us fasts at all ? Does not this fhew the pre

fent Temper of our Minds, (though not ofall) foft and

annerved ?
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unnerved? How then can we advance the Work of

God, though we may preach loud and long enough ?

Here is the Root of the Evil. Hence the Work of

God droops; few are convinced, few juſtified, few of

our Brethren fan&tified ! Hence more and more doubt

if we are to be fanćtified at all till Death : I mean

fanćtified throughout, faved from all Sin, perfected in

Love. That we may all ſpeak tbe fame Thing, I aſk

once for all, Shall we defend this Perfection or give it

up ? You all agree to defend it; meaning thereby, as

we did from the Beginning, Salvation from all Sin, by

the Love of God and our Neighbour filling the Heart.

The Papists fay, “ This cannot be attained till we have

“ been a ſufficientTime in Purgatory.” The Diffenters

fay, “ Nay, it will be attained as foon as the Soul and

“ Body part.” The Old Methodist, ſaid, “ It may be

“ attained before we die : A Moment after is too late.”

Is it fo or no? You are all agreed, we may be ſaved

from all Sin before Death. The Substance then is fet

tied. But as to the Circumstance, Is the Change in

Rantaneous or gradual ? It is both one and the other.

From the Moment we are justified, there may be a

' gradual Sanctification or a growing in Grace, a daily

Advance in the Knowledge and Love of God. And

if Sin ceaſe before Death, there muſt in the Nature of

the Thing be an instantaneous Change. There must

be a last Moment wherein it does exist, and a firſt Mo

ment wherein it does not. But ſhould we in preaching

inſist on both one and the other ? Certainly we must

infist on the gradual Change ; and that earneſtly and

continually. And are there not Reaſons why we ſhould

inſist on the Instantaneou, alſo ? If there be fuch a blefied

Change before Death, ſhould we not encourage all Be

lievers to expect it ? And the rather, becaufe constant

Experience ſhews, the more earneſtly they expećt this,

the more fwiftly and steadily does the gradual Work of

Goo go on in their Souls. The more watchful they are

againſt all Sin. the more care ul to grow in Grace. the
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ever this Expectation ceaſes. They are faved by Hope,

by this Hope of a total Change faved with a gradually

increaſing Salvation. Destroy , this Hope, and that

Salvation stands still ; or rather decreafes daily. There

fore whoever would advance the gradual Change in Be

lievers ſhould strongly infist upon the Infantaneous.

14. But how far from intire Sanćtification are we still?

The Religion of the Methodists in general, is not inter

nal, at least, not deep, univerſal, uniform ; but ſuper

ficial, partial, uneven. And what Pains do we take to

make it otherwife ? Do we vifit from Houſe to Houfe,

according to the Plan laid down in the Minutes? Have

you done this ? Mr Colley begun. But he is gone to

Paradiſe. And who has trod in his Steps ? What hin

ders ? Want of Time ? Only (as William Pennington

faid) ſpend Half the Time in this vistting, which you

fpend in talking uſelefly, and you will have Time

enough. Do this, particularly in confirming and build

ing up Believers. Then and not till then, the Work

of the Lord will proſperin your Hạnds.

15. But what can we do for thè rifing Generation ?

Unleſs we can take care of theſe, the preſent Revival of

Religion will be Res unius aetatis: It will lait only the

Age of a Man, Who will labour herein ? Let him that

is zealous for God and the Souls of Men begin now.

“ 1. Spend an Hour a Week with the Children in

** every large Town; whether you like it or no.

“ 2. Talk with them every Time you fee any at home.

** 3. Pray in earnest for them.

“ 4. Diligently instruét and vehemently exhort all:

** Parents, at their own Houſes. /

“ 5. Preach expreſsly on Education, particularly at

“ Midſummer, when you ſpeak of Kingfwood.”

16. Let erery Preacher read carefully over the Life

of Mr Brainerd. Let us be Followers of him, as be was

of Christ, in abſolute Self-devotion, in total Dead

nefs to the World, and in fervent Love to G o D and

Man. We want nothing but this. Then the World

and the Devil muſt fall under our Feet.

17. 1. Let us keep to the Church. Over and above

all the Reaſons that were formerly given for this,
-

3
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add another now from long Experience, They that

leave the Church leave the Methodists. . The Clergy

cannot ſeparate us from our Brethren, the Diffenting

Ministers can and do. Therefore carefully avoid what

ever has a Tendency to feparate Men from the Church.

In particular, preaching at any Hour which hinders

them from going to it. Let every Affstant look to this.

2. Let all the Servants in our Preaching-Houfes go to

Church on Sunday Morning at least.

3. Let every Preacher go always on Sunday Morning,

and when he can in the Afternoon. . God will bleſs

thoſe who go on Week Days too, as often as they have

Opportunity.

18. Take heed to your Doctrine.

We faid in 1744, “ We have leaned too much to

“ ward Calviniſm.” Wherein ?

1. With regard to Man's Faithfulneß. . Our Lor o

himſelf taught us to uſe the Expreſſion. - And we ought

never to be aſhamed of it. We ought steadily to affert,

on his Authority, that if a Man is not faithful in the un

righteous Mamman, God will not give him the true Riches.

2. With regard to working for Life. This alſo our

Lord has expreſs'y commanded us. Labour-ipyaģeats,

literally, work for the Meat that endureth to everlasting

Life, And in fact every Believer, till he comes to Glory,

works for as well as from Life.

3. We have received it as a Maxim, That “ a Man

“ is to do nothing, in order to Justification : " Nothing

can be more falfe. Whoever defires to find Favour with

Gob, ſhould cea/e from Evil, and learn to do well. Who

ever repents, ſhould do Works meet for Repentance. And

if this is not in order to find Favour, what does he da

them for ?

Review the whole Affair. -

1: Who of us is now accepted of God ? .

He that now believes in Christ, with a loving obe,
dient Heart.
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Nearly, if not quite.

4. Is not this “ Salvation by Works ? "

Not by the Merit of Works, but by Works, as a Con

dition.

5. What have we then been diſputing about for theſe

Thirty Years ?

- I am afraid, about Words.

6. As to Merit itſelf, of which we have been ſo

dreadfully afraid : We are rewarded, according to our

Works, yea becauſe of our Works. How does this differ

from for the fkke of our Works ? And how differs this

from Secundum merita operum ? As our Works deſerve ?

Can you plit this Hair ? I doubt, I cannot.

7. The grand Objection to one of the preceding

opoſitions, is drawn from Matter of Faćt. God does

in Faćt justify thoie, who by their own Confestion, nei

ther feared Go o nor wrought Righteoufneſs. Is this

an Exception to the General Rule ?

It is a doubt, whether God makes any Exception at

all. But how are we fure, that the Perſon in Questioa

never did fear Goo and work Righteouſneſs ? His own

faying fo is not Proof: For we know, how all that are

convinced of Sin, undervalue themſelves in every Re

fpe&t. e

'r Does not 'talking of a justified or a fanfified State,

tend to miſlead Men? Almost naturally leading them te

trust in what was done in oneMoment? Whereas we are

every Hour and every Moment pleafing or diſpleaſing

to God, according to our Works ? According to the whole

af our inward Tempers, and our outward Behaviour.

19. Lastly, We must needs viſit from Houſe to Houſe,

were it only to avoid Idleneſs. I am afraid, we are

idle still. we not loiter away many Hours in every

Week i Try yourſelves. Keep a Diary of your Em

ployment but for a week, and then read it over. No

can confitt with Growth in Grace. Nay, with

out Exactneſs in redeeming Time, it is impostible to retain

even the Life you received in Justification.

• *
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