This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the
information in books and make it universally accessible.

Google books

https://books.google.com



https://books.google.com/books?id=CVliAAAAcAAJ

Digitized by G 008 [C



.




[ s ]

10, Nor any who negleéls paying hisSubfcription
for four years together.

11. Let every Preacher who does not bring or
fend his ‘Subfcrigtion to the Conference, be fined
two fhillings and fixpence.

12, Let the fund never be reduced to lefs than
an hundred pounds. - :

13. Let a Committee be named to fee thefe Rules
duly executed. The prefent Committee are,

- Chriftopher Hopper. ~ Thomas Lee.

Robert Roberts, - Duncan Wright,
Thomas Coke. Thomas Taylor,
Thomas Hanby, William Thompfon,
John Allen. Thomas Rankin,

14.. Let an exa& account of all Receits and Dif.
burfements be produced at the Conference,

Let every Afliftant bring to the Conference, the
contribution of every Preacher in his Circuit.

Q. 54. Are not many of the Preachers’ Wives,
ftill firaitened for the Neceflaries of Life?

A. Some certainly have been. To prevent this
for the time to come,:

1. Let every Circuit either provide each with a
Lodging, Coals and Candles, or allew her fifieen
pounds a year. '

2. Let the Affiftant take this moncy at the quar-
terly Meeting, before any thing elfe be paid out of it.

Q. 55. How can we account for the decreale of
the work ‘of ‘God in fome Circuits, both this year
and the laft? - =~

A. It may be owing either 1. To the want of
Zeal and Exaftnels in the Afifiant, occafioning

-Want of Difcipline throughout: Or 2. To want
of Life and Diligence in the Preachers; or g.Ta
our People’s lofing the Life of God, and finking
into the Spirit of the World.

It may ge owing farther, to the want of more
Field-preaching, and of trying more new Places <
And now in particular, To their fenfelefs Prejudice
againtt the King,and ﬁsakingcvil@f dignities, To ftop

. this



£ 38 ]

this flame, let none preach with us, who fpeak-evil
of our Governors, or prophely evil to the nation,
Let every Afliftant take carc of this.

Q. 56. But arc all our Afliftants themfelves clear
of this? . : :
. A, Who can teftify the contrary? No one.

Q. 57. What can be done, inorder to revive the
work of God where it is decayed ?

A.1. Letevery Preacher read carefully over the
Life of David Brainard. Let us be followers of him,
as he was of Chrift, in abfolute Sclf-devotion, in
total Deadnefs to the World, and in fervent Love
to God and man, Let us but fecare this point, and
the.-World and the Devil muft fall under our feet.

2. Let both Affiftants and Preachers be con-
{cientioufly exaft in thc whole Met/iodift Difcipline,

3.  See that no Circuit be at any tiine without
Preachers. Therclore let no Preacher who does
not attend the Conference, leave the Circuit, a¢
that time, on any pretence whatever, - This is the
molt improper tinic in the whole year. Let eve
Afiiftant {ec to this, and require each of thefe to
reinain in the Circuit, till the New Preachers come,

Let not all the Preachers in any Circuit come to
the Conference. '

Iet thofe who do come, fet out as late and return
as foon as poflible.

4. Wherever you can, appoint Prayer-Meetings,
and particularly on Fiiday.

5. Let a Faft be oblerved in all our Societies, on
the laft Friday in Scptember, and on the Friday after
New Year's-day, after lLady-day, and after Mid-
fummer-day. .

6. Bc more a&tive in difperfing the Books, par-
ticularly the Sermon on the Good Stcwarx, on In-
dwelling Sin, the . Repentance of Believers, and the
Scripture-ay of Salvation. Every Afliftant may
give away fmall traéts. And he may beg money of
the rich to buy books for the poor,

7. Strongly and explicitly exhort all Believers;
t0.go on to perfeflion. That we may. all. fpeak the:
Jame thing, 1afk once for all, Shall we defend this

- Perfeition,

a2 B H
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Perfeltion, or give it up? You all agree to defend
it, meaning thereby, (as we did from the beginning)
Salvation from. all fin, by the Lové of God and Man
filling our heart. The Papifts fay, ¢ This cannot
be attained, till we have been refined by the fire of
Purgatory.” -The Calvinifts fay, « Nay, it will be
attained as foon -as the Soul and Body part.” The
QU Methodifts fay, * It may be attained before we
die: 2 moment after is too late,’”” Isit fo or no?
You are all agreed, we may be faved from all fin.
before death. “The {ubftance then ‘is fettled, But,
.as to the Circumftance, is the Change gradual or
inflantaneous? It is both the ore and the other,
from the moment we are juftified, there may be
a gradual San&ification, a growing in grace, a daily
advance in the knowledge and love of God. And
i fin ceufe bdfore Death, there muft, in the naturé
of the thing, be an Inftantanieous Change. There
muft be @ lafk ‘momenit wherein it does-cxift, and a
firh moment wherein it doesmiot, ¢ But thould we
in Preaching infift both on “one and ‘the other?”
Certainly we muft infift en the gradwal Change;
1nd that earneftly anhd continually, And are there
fot reafons “why we fhould infift on the Inftanta-
noous alfo P Ef there be fuch a bleffed Change
before Death, {heuld wenot encoutageall Belfevers
toexpelt it P -And the rither, becanfe cohRunt e
perience fhews, the moreearneftly they eXxpet this,
the more fwiftly and fteadily does the gradwal work
of God go on in their foul: The more watchful
they are againft all fin ; the more careful to grow inr
grace, the more zealous of good works, and the
" more punftual in their atten&ancc on all the ordi-
nances of God. {Wheiens juft the contrary effefts
are obferved, whenever this expeition oeafea
They are faved by hope, by this hope of a tot
Change,  with' a gradually-increafing falvation,
Deftroy this hope, and that Salvation ftands ftill
or rather decreafes daily,  Therefore whoever
would advanice the' gradual Change in Belicvers,
fhould ftrongly infft-en the Inftantancous. '
. - D2 Q. 58,
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%. 58. What can be done, to increafe the work
of God in Scotland P : A '
.. A, 1. Preach abroad as much as poffible : -

2. Try every town and village: o

3. Vifit every member of the Society at home?

4. Let the Preachers at Dundee and Arbroth, not
flay at cither place more than a week at a time:

5. Let each of them once a quarter vifit Perth,
Dunkeld, and the intermediate villages. SR

Q. 59. What can be done in order to the futuie
Wnion of the Methodifts ? . . i,

A, 1. It has long been my defire, that all thofe.
Minifters of our Church who believe and preach
Salvation by. Faith, might cordially agree between
themfclves, and not hinder but ;help one another,
After occafionally prefling this in private Conver-
fation, wherever I had opportunity, I wrote:down
mfy thoughts upon the head, and fent them:to éach
of themin a Letter. Out of almoft Sinty to whom
I wrote, only three vouchfafed me an Anfwer. So
I give this up. They are a rope of fand: And
fuch they will continue. e ‘ '

2. But it is otherwife with the traveling
Preachers in our connexion, You are at prefent
One Body. You aé in concert with each other,
and by united counfelss And now is ‘the’ time to
confider what can be done, in order ‘to continue
this Union, Indeed as long as I live, there will be
no great difficulty : I am, under God;-a Center of
Union to all our travelling, as welk as local Preachers.
They all know me and my communication, They
all love me for my works’ fake: And therefore,
were it only out of regard to me,they will continue
conneéted with each other. But by what means

. may this Connexion be preferved, when it pleafes
God to remove me from, you?. , ]

8. I take it for granted, it cannotbe preferved by
any means, between thofe who have not a fingle
eye: Thofe that aim at any thing but the Glory of
God in the falvation of men; who defire or feek

any earthly thing, whether Honour, Profit or Ea(eﬁ
. , . ; wi
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will not tediain in thé conmexion: It -will not
anfwer their défign. Some-of thefe, gerhays' '3
Fourth part of the whole yamber, will procure
Preferment 1&1 the Church Co Others will turn Inde-

ndents an -fepafate Congregations, Lay youy
Z:counts withg:l:is.P “And Be g‘:tg furprized, if l}t')mt
be among thém; whom you now leaft of all fufpe&,
" 4. But what method can be taken to preferve a
firm Union between 'thofe who thufe to remain to-
gether ? i : ‘

Perhaps you might take fome futh ftépsas thefe.

On notice of my Death,y let all the Prcachers in
Britaz and Ireland repairtb London within fix weeks.
" Let them feek God by folemn Fafting and Prayer.
. Letthein draw up Articles-of Agreemient, to be
figned by thofe who chufe to aét in cercert. ’
* Let thiofe who do mot chufe it, be difmift in the moft
friendly manner poffible. : co .

Let them chufe By votes, a Committet of Three,
Five or Scven, one of them to be Moderator :

Let this Cothmittee propofe: Preachers tobe tried,
admittéd, or excluded ;!?x the place of each Preacher
fot. the: enfuing ryear, ahd the time of the neit
Confer¢nce,. - /. - S

5. Can amy thing be done now, ih order to lay
a foundation for this future Union? Would it not
be wall, for any that are willing to figh fome Artis
cles of Agreement, before God calls me& hence P
Sup@fe the following: . o )

+ ¢We whofe names are under-written, being tha.
roughly convinced of the Neceflity of a clofe Union -
between thofe whom Godis pleafed to.ufe as inftrus
ments inthis glorious Work, in order to preferve
this Union between ourfelves, are refolved, God
being our Helper, ‘ :

I. To devote ourfelves entirely to God; denying
eurfelves, taking up our crofs daily, fteadily aiming
at onte thing, to fave owr own fouls, and them that
hear as > . A >
- M, Topreach the old Methodift-Doftrines; and no

- othery containedinthe Minutes of the Conferences :

. .D:g 1IL. To -
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- IIL, To obferve and inforce the whole Met/iodif
Difcipline, laid down in the faid Minutes.: = -
Q. 60. How many Circuits aré therenow? -

.- A, Of America wehave no late account. - There
are fix and forty Circuits in England, four'in Scot-
land, and fourteen in Freland. PR R

Q. 61. Are our Preaching-houfes fafe?- - . - |
A. Notall: for fome of:them-are not fettled
.3n Truftees, Several of the Truftees for others.aré
ead. :
Q. 62. What thenis to be done? -~ - .
A. 1. Let thofe who have debts onr any of the
Houlfes give a Bond, to fettle them asfoon asthey
are indemnified. S U
. 2. Let the furviving Truftees chufe others with-
out delay, by indorfing their deed thus: - * -~ ¢
«We the remaining Truftees of the Methodift
Preaching-houfe in —————, do according to the-
Eowcr vefted in us by this deed, chufe ——— to-
e Truftees of the faid houfe, in the place of

Witnefs our hands — Y

N. B. The Deed muft have three New. Stamps,
and muft be.inrolled in Chancery within fix months.

Q. 63. In what form may an Houfe be fettled ?
- A, In the following, which was drawn by three
of the moft eminent Lawyers in London. Who«
ever therefore objels to it, only betrays his own
Ignorance. = - S =

¢ This Indenture made - e
between Benjamin Heap, of , in the County
of =———, on the one part, and Thomas Philips;
Hatter, &c. on the other part, WirNesseTH, That
in confideration of five Shillings, lawful money of
Great Britain, by the faid T. P. &c. to the faid
B. H. truly paid, before the fealing and delivering
hereof (the receit whereof the faid B. H. doth
hereby acknowledge) and for divers other confi~
derations him thereunto moving; the faid B, H.
hath granted, bargained and fold, and by thefe Pre-
fents doth bargain and fell, unto the faid 7. P. &c.
their Heirs and Affigns for ever, All that lat&l:g:
. : ere

-
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erefted Houfe or Tenement, with the Yard there-
unto adjoining, fituate in aforefaid,
now in the tenure or occupation of , toge-
ther with all the ways, drains and privileges to:the
faid premifes appertatining, andal}theprofitsthereof,
.with. all the .right; title and intereit in' law and
«quity :. To HavE AND To #HeoLp, the faid Houfe,
Yard,. and ‘other premifes, tathe faid T. P, &e,
their Heirs and Affigns for ever, NEVERTHELESS
upon fpecial truft and confiderice, and to theintent
that they and the Survivors of them, and the Truf-
tees for the time being; do and fhall E"“‘Pit “Fohn
. Wefleyiof the.City Road,. London, Clerk, and fuch -
other; perfonsas he {hall from.time to time appoint,
and at- all tithes, during his natural Life,  and no
othet perfons, to have and enjoy the free ufe and be-
nefit of the faid premifes ; that the faid John IWefley,
and fuch ather perfons as, he appoints,, may therein
preach and expound God’s holy Word : And after
his deceafe; upon farther, truft and confidence, and
to the intent.that ‘thd-faid Truftees and the Sur-
vivors of thém; and the Truftees for the time being,
do and fhall permit ‘Charles Wefley, late of Chnft
Church, Oxford, Clexk, and fuch: othet perfons as he
thall from time to time appoint, during his Life,
and no other, to have and enjoy the faid premifes
for the purpefes aforcfaid. And after his deceafe,
upon farther truft and confidence, and to the intent
that the faid 7. P. &c. or the major part of them,
or the Survivors of them| and the majo¥ part of the:
Truflees of the faid premifes for the time being,
fhall from time to time, and at all times: for ever,
permit fuch perfons-as fhall be appointed at the
yearly Conference of the People called Methodifts,
in London, Briftol or Leeds, and no others, to have
and to enjoy the faid premifes, for the purpofes afore-'
faid : Provided always, that the faid perfons preach
1o other Doétrine than is contained 11 Mr. Wefley’s
Notes upon the 'New Teftament, and: four Volumes
of Sermons: And upon farther truft and confi-
dence, that as often-as any: of thefe Truftees, or the
o o Trufteeg
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Truftees for the time being, fhall die, or ceafe tobe
a member of the Society commonly called Metko-
difts, the reft of the faid Truftees, or of the Truf-
tees for the time being, as foon as conveniently may
be, {hall and may chufe another Truftee or Truftees,
in order to keep up the number ‘of ——— Truftees
forever. In witnefs. whereof the faid 3. H. hath
hereunto fet his thand and feal, the day and year
above-written.” . : S
In this form the Proprietors of the Houfe are to
make it over, to five, fevenor nine Truftees, *
Q. 64. But is.this form a fafe one? Should we
not have the opinion of a Council upon iv?. . '
A. ¥ think 'tEis would be throwing motwey away:
s Becaufe' thisform was drawn up by thres dniic
nent Counfellors: but 2. It is' the way of:almoft
every Lawyer to blame what another has dene.
Therefore you cannot at all infer, that they think a
thing wrong, becaufe they fay fo. g. If they did
in reality think it wrong, this would not preve it
was {o, : 4. 1f there was, (which I do not believe)
fome defeét therein; who would :go toilaw with thé
Body of Methodifts? But 5, If t'hefydid; ‘would any
Court in England put them out o !o[eﬁm # Efpe~
cially when the intent of the deed was plain and
undeniable, o T '
. Q. 65. Is any thing farther advifable with regard
to Building ? . = Co
A, 1, Build all Preaching-héufes, where the
ground’ will permit, in the O&ogan form, - It ig
beft for the voice, and on many accounts more com-
modious than any other. 3. Why fhould not any
. O&ogan Houfe be built after the model of Yarm ¢
Any Square Houfe, after the model of Bath or
Scarborough ? Can we find any bettermodel? 3. Let
the Roof rife only ene third of its breadth : this.
- is the true propertion. 4. Have Doors and Win.
dows enough : And let alk the Windows be Sathes,
opening downward : 5. Let there ‘be no Chinefe
Paling, and no Tub-Pulpit, but a fquare Projeétion

with a long Seat behind :. 6, Let there be no.Pew;
: and: -
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and no Backs to the Seats, which fhould have Ifles
on each fide, and be parted in the middle by arail
running 4ll along, to divide the Men from the
Women: Juft as at Bath. 7. Let all Preaching-
houfes be built plain and decent; but not more ‘cx-
penfively -than is ‘abfolutely unavoidable: Otherr
wife the neeeflity of raifing money will make Rich
men neceflary tous. Butif fo, we muft be depen-
dentupon them, yeaand gbverned by thém. And
" then: farewel "to- the Methodift Difcipline, if not
- Doftrine too. 8. Wherever a Preaching-houfe is
built, fee that Lodgings for the Preachers be built
ﬂfo,. PERETREN PR P '_..- Lo e
Q. 66. Isthere any Exception tothe Rulé, ¢ Let
the Men and Women fit apart?”” - o
A. In ‘thofe Galleries where they have always
fat together, they may'do fo ftill, - But let them fit
apart every Where below, and in‘all New-Ere&ed
Galleries. - - ) '
N Q. 67. But how can we fecure their fitting apart
erep ' ' R
A. I muft do it myfelf, If I come into any New
Houfe,. and. fee the men and women together, I
will immediately go. out.” I hereby give public
notice of 'thiis. Pray let it be obferved, S
. Q. 68, But there is a worfe'indecency than this
creeping 'in.amongft us, Talking in the Preaching-
houfes, before and after. Service ? How fhall thisbe
cured? - oo : :
A, Let all the Preachers join as one man,and the
very next Sunday they preach irrany place, enlarge
on the impropricty of talking before or after Ser-
vice, and ftrongly exhort them To do it no more,
In three' months, if we are in earneft; 'this vile
pralice will be banifhed out of every Methodift-
Congregation. Let none ftop, till he has carried
his point. T
Q.-69. Complaint has been made that 'Sluts
fpoil our Houfes. How may we prevent this?
-~ A. Let none that has fpoiled One, ever live in
another.: ‘But what a fhame is this? A Prcacasy;_s
ife
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Wife fhould be & pattern of Cleanlinefs, in ‘her
Perfon, Cloaths and Habitation, Let nothimg
flatternly be fecen about her; No rags; no dirt ; ne

fitter. And fhe fhould be a pattern of Induftry = -

Always at work, either for herfelf, her hufband, .ot
the Poor. I am not willing any fhould live in the
Orphan-houfe at Newcaftl, or any Preaching-houfe,
who does not conform to this Rule,, . | -
Q. 70. It has been complained allo, . that peaple
trowd into Preaching-houtes,asinto Qoﬂe;-lgo €ss
without any invitation. Is this yight?- -,
A. It is utterly wrong.  Stop it at once, ‘Let
no perfon come into the Preacher’s Houle, unlels
he wants to afk a queltion. v
Q. 71. May any New Preaching-heufes be buile?
A. Not un{cfs, 1. They are prqpofed at thie Con-
ference: Nonor 2. Unlefs twofthirdsgf;hee,xgchn'e
be fubfcribed, And if any Colle&ion be made for
them, it muft be made between the Conference and
the beginning of February, , !
Q. 72. What can be done to make the Methodzfik
fenlible of the Excellency of Kingfwbod-Schaol 2.
A, Letevery Affiftant read the followingaccount:
of it yearly in every Congregation, = - :
" 1. The Wi{dom and Leve of: God have nmow
thruft out a large number. of Labourers. dmto his
harveil : Men who défire nothing on-earth but to
romote the Glory of God; by gving their own
ouls and thofe that hear them. And thofe to
whom they minifter fpiritual things, are willing to
" minifter to them of their carnal things ; fo that they
have food to eat, and raiment to put on, and are cons
tent therewith. - - L : .
2. A competent provifion is likewife made for
the Wives of marricd Preachers.- Thefe allo lack
nothing; .- having a weekly allowance over and
above ?or their little children : So that neither they
nor - their Hulbands need be careful about many
things, but may wait !:fdn'th't Lard without diftradtion.
8- Yet one confiderable difficulty lies oh thofe
that have Boys, when they. grow too bif to be q:ln-
: er

sl
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der their Mother’s dire@tion. Having no Father

to govern and inftru& them, they arc expofed to

4 thqufand temptations. To remedy this, we have
a School on purpofe for them, wherein they have
all the inftruftion they are capable of, together with
all things ncceflary for the Body, Cloaths only ex-
cepted. “And it may be, if God profper this
labour of love, they will have thefe too. fhortly.

* 4. In whatever view we look upon this, itis
one of the nobleft Charities that, can be conceived.
How reafonable is the Inftitution ® Is it fit that
the Children- of thofe who leave Wife, and all
that is dcar, to {ave fouls from death, fhould: want
what is ncedful either for foul or body ? Ought
not we to {upply what the Parent cannot, becaufe
of his labours in the Gofpel ? How excellent are
the effefts of this Inftitution? The Preacher eafed
of this weight, can the more chearfully go on in
his labour.  And perhaps many- of thefe Chil-
dren may hereafter fill up the place of thofe that’
fhall reft from their labours. .

5. Itis not ftrange thercfore confidering the ex-
ccllence of this defign, that Satan fhould have:
taken much pains to defeat it, particularly by Lies
of every kind, which wgre plentifully invented
and handed about for feveral years, ‘But Truth
now generally prevails, and its Adverfaries are put:
to filence. Itis well known, that the Children.
want nothing; that they fcarcc know what Sick-
nefs means; thatthey are well infirufted in what-
ever they are capable of learning; that théy are
«<arefully and tenderly governed, and that the be-
haviour of allin the houfe, clder and younger, is
as becometh the Gofpel of Chrift. '

6. But the Expence of fuch an undertaking is
very large, fo that we are ill able to defray it. The
beft means we could think of at our late Confe--
rence to {upply the deficiency is, once a year. te
defire the affiftance of all thofe.in every place,
who. wifh well to the work of God; who long"
10 fee Sinners converted to God, and the Kingdom -

©of Chrift fetup in al the Earth,
7. Al

I N —~ .
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7. All of you, who are thus minded, have an
Opportinity now of fhewing your Lovye to the
Gofpel. Now promote, as far as in you lies, one
of the nobleft Charities in the World. Now for-
Wward, as you are able, one of the moft excellent
Defigns that ever was fet on foot in this Kingdom,
Do what you can to comfort the Parents, who give
up their all for you, and to give their Children
caufe to blefs you. You will be no poorer for
what you do on fuch an Occafion. God is a good,
Pay-mafter. And you know, in doing this, you
lenduntothe Lord: Induetime ne fhall pay you again.

Q. 73. But how can we keep out of Debt? .

A. Leta colleétion be madc for this School the
Sunday before or after Midfummer, in cvery
Preaching-houfe, great and fmall, throughout
England, Scotland, and Ireland. .

Q. 74. How may we raife a General Fund for
carrying on the whole Work of God? '

A. By a Yearly Sublcription to be propofed by
every Affiftantwhen he vifitsthe Clafles at Chrifimas,
and reccived at the Vifitation following.

To this End he may then read and ‘enlarge upon
the following Hints in every Society. ,

¢ 1, Within thefe thirty Years feveral of our
Brethren in various Parts, having no Room which
would contain the Congregation, by the Advice of
the Preachers have built Houfes for Preaching,
- capable of containing the ufual Number of Hearers:
- Butthishas neceflarily involved them in largedebts.
This the Societies to whom thofe Houfcs belong,
are by no mcans able to pay : But the whole Body
of Methodifls joining together can do it without
Inconvenience. Only let them chearfully exert
on fo prefling an Occafion the Ability which God
hath given them. ’

2, But how fhall we f{end Labourers into thofe
Parts, where they are moft of all wanted? Suppofe
the North-Weft of Ireland, and the North of Scot-
land # Many are willing to hear; but not to bear
the Expence, Nor canit as yct be expefled of

them ;
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thm: ftay till the word of God has touched their
hearts, and then they will gladly provide for them
that preachit. Does it not lie upon us, in the mean
time, to {upply their lack of fervice? To raife a
General Fund out of which from time to time that
Expence may be defrayed? By this means, thofe
who willingly offer themfelves may travel through
every part, whether there are Societies or not, and
flay wherever there is a Call, without being bur-
denfome to any. Thus may the Gofpel, in the Life
and Power thereof, be fpread from Sca to Sea.
Which of you will not rejoice to throw in your
Mite, to promote this glorious work ? .

Befides thefe, in carrying on fo large a Work
through the thre¢ Kingdoms, there are calls for
money in various ways, and we muft frequently
be at confiderable expence, or the work muft be
at a full ftop. Many too are the occafional Dif-
trefles of our Preachers or their Families, which
require an immediate fupply. Otherwife their
hands would hang down, 1? they were not.con-
ftrained to depart from the work.

3. Let then every member of our Society once a
year, fet his fhoulder to the work ; contributing
more or lefs as God hath profpered him, at the

' Lady-Day Vifitation of the Clafles. Let none be

€xcluded from giving fomething, be it a penny,
a half-penny, a farthing. Remember the Widow’s
two mites! And let thofe who are able to give fhil-
lings, crowns, and pounds; do it willingly. The
money contributed will be brought to Leeds, Brif-
tol, or London, at the enfuing Conference.

4. Men and Brethren, help! Was there ever a
Calllikethis, finceyou firft heard the Gofpel-Sound?
Help to relieve your Companions in the Kingdom
of Jefus, who are preft above meafure. ¢ Bear ye
one another’s burdens, and fo fulfil the Law of
Chrift.” Help to {end forth able, willing Labour-
ers into your Lord’s Harveft: So fhall yé be
afliftant in faving Souls from death, and hiding a
multitude of Sins, Help to fpread the Gofpel of

- E : your
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your Salvation into the remoteft corners of the
Kingdom, till ¥ the Knowledge of our Lord fhall
cover the Land, as the Waters cover the Sea.”” So
fhall it a}?ear to ourfelves, and all men, that we
are indeed one Body, united by one Spirit ; fo fhall
the baptized Heathens be yet again conftrained to
fay, ¢ See how thefe Chriftians love one another.”

In this, may not even the Romanifts provoke us
. to jealoufy ? They have a General Fund at Rome,
and another at Paris, v hich bearsall the Expences
of their Miffionaries throughout all the world.

Q. 75. What is the dire@t Antidote to Metho-
difm (the Doétrine of Heart-Holinefs:)

A. Calvinifm : All the Devices of Satan for thefe
forty years, have done far lefs toward ftopping this
Work of God, than that fingle Doctrine. It ftrikes
at the root of Salvation from Sin, previous to glory,
‘putting the matter on quite another iffue.

. 76. But wherein lie the Charms of this Doc-
trine? What makes men fwallow it fo grecdily ?

A. 1. It feems to magnify Chrift: although in
reality it fuppofes him to have died in vain. For
the abfolutely ele& muft have been faved without
- him: And the non-ele& cannot be faved by him.

2, It is highly pleafing to flefh and blood, Final
Perleverance in particular,

Q. 77. What can be done, to guard againft it ?
- A, 1, Let all our Preachers carefully read over
Our’s and Mr. Fletcher’'s Traéts. )

2. Let them frequently and explicitly preach the
truth, though not in a controverhial way. But let
them take care to do it in Love and Gentlenefs :
Not in bitternefs, not returning railing for railing:
Let Mr. R and R H. , and their Affo-
ciates, have all this to them(elves. . ,

3. Do not imitate them in fcreaming, allego-
rizing, boafting : Rather mildly expolc thefe things

" - when time ferves.

4. Imitate them in this, They readily feize
upon any one that is newly eonvinced or converted.
Be diligent to prevent them, and to guard thofe
tender minds againft the Predeftinarian Poifon,

: 5. Anfwer
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5. Anfwer all their Objeftions, as occafion
offers, both in public and private. But take care
to do this, with all poflible Sweetnefls both of
Look and.of Accent, .

6. Very frequently, both in public and private,
advife our people, Not to hear them, :

7. Make it matter of conftant and earneft Prayer,
That God would ftop the Plague.

Q. 78. We faid in 1744, “ We have leaned toe
much toward Calvinifm.” Wherein ?

A, 1, With regard to man’s faithfulnefs. Our
Lord himfelf taught us to wule the expreflion,
Therefore we ought never to be athamed of it, We
«ught fteadily to affert upon his Authority, that if
a man is not faithful in the unrighteous mammon, God
will not give him the true riches.

2, With regard to working (_{'ar life, which our
Lord exprefly commands us to do. Labour (ipyalioSe)
literally,. work for the meat that endureth to ever-
lafting life. And in fa&, every Believer, till he
comes to glory, works for, as well as_from Life.

8. We have received it as a maxim, That “a
man is to do nothing, in order to  Fuftification.”
Nothing can be more falfe. Whoever defires to
find favour with God fhould ceafe from evil and
learn to do well. Se God himfelf teaches by the
Prophet Ifaiak. Whoever repents thould do works

.mect _for repentance, And if this is not in order t@
find favour, what does he do them for ?

Once more review the whole Affair:

1. Who of us is now aceepted of God ?

He that now believes in Chrift, with a loving
obedient heart, :

2, But who among thofe that never heard of
Chrift?

He that according to the light he has, feareth
God and worketh righteoufnefs.

8. Is this the fame with He thatis fircere 2

Nearly, if not quite.

4. Is not this Salvation by works?

Not by the merit of Works, but by works aga
Condition, )

5. Whas



T 52 ]

5. What have we then been difputing about for |

thelc thirty years? e

I am aftaid, about words: (Vamcly, in fome of
the foregoing initances.

6. As to Merit itfelf, of which we have been fo
drcadfully afraid : We are rewarded according to
our works, vea, b/(au/"e of our works. How does this
differ from for the fake of our works? And:-how
differs this from Secundum meitta operum £9-Which
is no more than, as our works deferve 2 Can you fplit
this hair? I doubt I cannot, :
7. The grand obJe&xon to one of the precedmg
Pmnohuons, is drawn from matter of faét. God
.(‘ncs in fal juftify thofe, who by. their owr. con-
fellion neither feared God, nor wrought ri ghteoufnefs.
Is this an lxception.to the general “Rule ?

It is a doubt, whether God makes any exception

atall. But how are we fure that the perfon in’

qneft-on never did fear God and work rightequf-
nefs? "His own thinking fo is not proof. For we
know, how all that are convinced of fin, undcr—
value themfelves in every refpeé.

8. Does not talking, without proper caution, of
a juftified or fantlified flate, tend to miflead men?
Almolt naturally leading them to truftin what was
done in one moment? Whereas we are every- mo-
ment pleafing or difpleafing God, according to our
aworks 2 According to . the whole of our. prcfcnt
inward tempers and outward behaviour.

. : ’ R
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MINUTES, &:

Jung 25, 1744, &c.

T is defired, That all Things be confidered as in
I the immediate Prefence of Gon.

That we may meet with a fingle Eye, and as
little Children, who have every thing te leatn: - ’

That every Point which is propofed, may be ex-
amined to the Foundation : : ‘

That every Perfon may fpeak freely whatever is ia
his Heéart: - '

And that every Queftion which may arife, fhould be
1hrou£:ly debated and fettled. Mean time let us all
pray for a Willingnefs to receive Light, to know of
every Doftrine, whether it be of Gop.

Q. 1. How may the Time of this Conference be made
more eminently a Time of Watching unto Prayer ?-

A. 1. While we are converfing, let us have an efpe-
cial Care, to fet Gop always before us: '

2. In the intermediate Hours, let us vifit none but -
the Sick, and fpend all the Time that remains in Re-
tirement :

3. Let us therein give ourfelves to Prayer for one
another, and for a Blefling on this our Labour.

Az Qe
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. @ 2. How far does each of us agree to fubmit to
the Judgment of the Majority ?
4. In fpeculative Things each can ‘only fubmit, fo
fir as his Judgment (hall be convinced :
In every praQical Point each will fubmit, fo far as
ke caa without wounding his Confcience.

Q. 3. Can a Chiiftian fubmit any farther than this,
to any Man, or Numbet of Men upon Earth ?

A. It is_plain he cannot, either to Bithop, Convo-
cation or General Counjcil. _And this is that grand
Principle of private Judgment, on which all the Re-
formers proceeded ; ¢ Every Man muft judge for him-
¢ felf; becaufe every Man muft give an Account of
¢ himfelf to Gon.” |

© Q. 4. What may we reafonably believe to be Gop’s
Defign in raifing up the Preachers called Metbodifis ?

* 4. Toreform the Nation, -particularly the Church;

and to fpread feriptaral Holinefs over the Land.

Q. 5. What was the Rife of Methodifm, fo called ?

4. In 1729, two young Men reading the Bible, faw
they could not be faved without Holinefs, followed
after it, and incited others fo to do. In 1737 they
faw, Holinefs comes by Faith. Toey faw likewife,
that Men are juftified "before they are fanétified : but
ftill Holinefs was their Point.

‘Goo then thruft them out, utterly againft their Will,

to raife an holy People. When Satan could no other-

wife hinder this, he threw Ca/vini/m in the Way ; and
then Antinomianifm, which ftrikes direQtly at the Rogt
of all Holinefs.

Then many of the Methodifts growing rich, became
Lovers of the prefent World, Next they married un-
awakened or half awakened #ives, and converfed with
their Relations. Hence worldly Prudence, Maxims,
Cuftoms, crept back upon them, producing more and
more Conformity to the World.

Hence followed grofs Neglet of relative Duties,
efpecially Education of Children, And this is not eafily
cured by the Preachers.  Either they have not Lighe,
- or
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or not Fﬁr"‘g&l enough. Bet the Want of both may in
fome maafure be fupplied, by publickly reading the
Sermens every whers, particularly the fourth Volume.
Q. 6. T it advifeable to preach in as many Places
as we can, withoat forming any Societies ?
A. By nomeans: we have made the Trial in vari-

ous Places; and that for a confidershle Time. Butall -

the Seed has fallen as by the Way-fide: there is fcarce
any Fruit of it remaining.

Q. 7. But what particular Inconveniences do yo
obferve, where Societies are not formed ?

4. Thefe among others ; 1. The Preachers camnot
give proper Inftructions and Exhortations to thofe that
_ are convinced of Sin : 2. They canpot watch over one

another in Love; nor, 3. Can the Believers bear one
another’s Burdens, and iuild up each other in Faith
and Holinefs.

Q. 8. Where fhould we endeavour to preach moft ?

4. 1. Where we (Clergymen) are permitted to preach
in a Church; 2. Where there is the greateft Number
gf quiet and willing Hearers ; 3. Where there is moft.

‘ruit. O : '

Q. 9. Is Field-preaching then unlawful ?

A. We conceivenot. We do not know that it is
coatrary to any Law either of Gop or Man.

Q_ 10. Have we not ufed it too fparingly ?
A. It feems we have: 1. Becaufe our Call is, To

fave that which isloft. Now we cannot expe& fuchto

feek us. Theyefore we fheuld go and them. 2.
Becaufe. we - are icularly’ caﬁo , By going into the
Highavays and Hedges (which none elfe will) 1o compsl
thim to come in. 3. Becaufe that Reafon againft it is
.not good, * The Houfe will hold all that come.”
The Houfe may hold all that come tq the Houfe, but
not all that awaw/d come to the Field. R
The. groateft Hindrances to this yau are to expelt
from the rich, or cowardly, or lazy Methedifis. . But:
. A3 regard
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regard them not, neither Stewards, Leaders nor People:
Whenever the Weather will permit, go out in Gon's
Name into the moft public Places, and ¢all all to 7e-
pent, and believe the Gofpel ; every Sunday in particular :
efpecially in the old Societies, left they fettle upon
their Lees. .

"~ Q. 11. Ought we not diligently to obferve, in what:

Places Gop is pleafed at any Time to pour out his Spi-

rit more abundantly ?

bourers than ufual into that Part of the Harveft.

"'Q. 12. What is a fufficient Call to new Place ?
4. 1. An Tnvitation from a ferious Man, fearing
Gob, who has an Houfe to receive us: 2. A Proba-

A. We ought, and at that Time to fend more La-

bability of doing more Good by going thither, than by" ’

ftaying longer where we are.

Q. 13. How often fhall we permit Strangers to be
prefent, at the Meeting of the Society ?

4. Let every other Meeting of the Society, in every
Place, be ftrictly private; no one Stranger being ad-
mitted, on any Account or Pretence whatfoever. On

. the other Nights we may admit them with Caution;
but not the fame Perfons above twice or thrice. In
order to this, fee that all in every Place fhew their
Tickets before they come in. If the Stewaids and
Leaders are not exa@ and impartial herein, employ
others which have more Refolution.

- Q. 14. May a Relapfer into grofs Sin, confefling
hisof?ault, be re-admitted into the Society ?

4. Not as a Member, till after three Months: but

he may be permitted to flay as a Stranger.

Q. 15. How may the Leaders of Clafles be made

more ufeful ? .
4. 1. Let each of them be diligently examined
concerning his Method of meeting a Clafs.

- 2. Let us recommend to all the following Direc-

tions ; -
. . 1. Let

T T S S, e
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1. Let each Leader carefully inquire, How every Sou]
in his Clafs profpers? Not only, How each Perfon
“obferves the outward Rules, but how he grows im
the Knowledge and Love of Gob. )

2. Let the Leaders converfe with all the Preachers, as
frequently and as freely as poffible.

3. Let every Leader come into the Room on Tuefday,
as foon as the Service is ended, and then fit down,

" and commune with Goo in his Heart till the Preaches.
comes in. -

4. Let no Leader go out till the Preacher goes. ,

5. Let none fpeak there, but the Preacher or the Ste-
ward, unlefsin Anfwer to a Queftion | .

6. Let every Leader bring a Note of every fick Perfon
in his Clafs. :

7. Let every Leader fend the fame Note to the Vifiter
of the Sick Weekly. .o '

Q. 16. Can any thing farther be done, in order to
make the Meetings of the Clafles lively and profimble ¥ -
4. 1. Let the Leaders frequently meet each other’s
Claffes. © . ‘ .

2, Let us obferve, which Leaders are moft ufeful to
thofe under their Care. And let thefe meet the other
Clafles as often as pofiible.

c Q. 17. How can we farther aflift thofe under cur
are ? L :

4. 1. By clofely examining them at each Vifitation :- .

2. By meeting the married Men and Women toge-
ther, on the firft Surday, after the Vifitation, the fingle
Men ard Women apart, on the two.following.

3. By inftraQling them at their own Houfes.

What unfpeakable Need is there of this? The
World fays, ¢ The Methodifts are no better than other
* People.”” This is not true. ' Yet it is nearer the
Truth, than we are willing to imagige, . = -

For, 1. Perfonal-Religion, cither toward Gop or
Man, is amazingly fuperficial among us. »

PA 4 Ican
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I can but juk touch on a few Generals.. How lictle,

Faith is there among us ¢ How little Communion with °

Gon.? How little living in Heaven, walking in Eter-
nity, Deadnefs to every Creature ?# How much Love of
the World, Defire of Pleafure, of Eafe, of Praife, of
getting Money ? , o

How little Brotherly-Love? What continual Judg-
ing one another? What Goflipping, Evil-fpeaking,
Tale-bearing ? What want of l\/z)ral Honefty ¢ To in-
ftance only in a few Particulars :

What Servants, Journeymen, Labourers, Carpenters
. Bricklayers, do as they would be done by ? Which of
them does as much Work as he can? Set him down for
a Knave that does not. ,

Who does as he would be done by, in buying and
fellir?. particularly in felling Horfes 2 Write himlimve
that do
of all Knaves.

2, Family Religion is fhamefully wanting, and al-
moft in every Branch. )

And the Methodifts in general will be little better,
till we take quite another Cousfe with them. For
wbat avails Public Preaching alone, though we -could
preach like Angels ?

1 heard Dr iuplon fay, My Father, vifiting one of
- his Parifhioners, who had never mifled going to Church
for forty Years, then lying on his Death-bed, afked
him, ¢ Thomas;, where do you think your. Soul will
“ got” « Soul! Soul!” faid Thomas: ¢ Yes; Do
* pot you know what your Soul is ? * ¢ Aye furely,”
faid he :  Why, it is 3 little Bone in the Back, that
" * lives longer than the reft of the Body.” So much
Thomas had learned by often heating Sermona, yea and
exceeding good Sermons, for forty Years !

We muft inftra& them from Hoay/z so Honfe ;. Till this
is dowe, and that in good Earncft, the Merbodifis will
be little better than other People. . '

Can we find a better Method of doing this than

Mr Baxter's? If net, let us adopt it without Delay.

His whole Tra&, imtitled, Gildas Salvianus, is well

worth

es not. And the Methodift-Knave is the worft _'
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worth g carefu] Perufal. A fhore Extra& from it I
have fubjoiped. Speaking of this vifiting from Houfé
to Houfe, he fays, page 351. '
¢ We fhall ind many Difficulties both in oprfelves
and in the People.

1. In onrfelves there is moch Dulnefs and Lazinefs :
$o that there will be much ado to get us to be faithfu}
in the Werk. _ : '

2. We have alfo a bafe Man - pleafing Temper,
which makes ns let Mep Pe,ri(h. rather than lofe their
Lovg, and let them go quietly to Hell, left we Mhould
anger them.

3. Some of us haye 3lfo 3 foolifh Bafhfg}n&. We
koow not how to begin, or tq fpeak plain.  We bluth
to fpeak for Chrift, or to contradit the Devil, or to
fave a Soul. '

4. Our Intereft ftops our Mouths, gnd makes ys un-
fajthful in the Work of Chrift,

5. But the greateft Hindrapce is, Weaknefs of Faith :
So our whole Motion is weak, becaufe the Spring of
it is weak. t

6. Laflly, We are vpfkilful in the Work. How
- few know how to deal with Men, fo as to get within
them, (v wio upop them, and fuit all our Difcoptfe to
their feveral Conditions and Tempers ; to choofe the
fitefl Subjecdls, and follow them with an holy Mixture
of Serioufnefs, and Terror, and Love, 2ng i;le_e,kqefsg,.
and evangelical Alluremengs ? : oo

Aud we bave as many Difficulties to grapple with
in our Pecple ’

1. Too many of them wiil be qn_yvilling to be taught,
tili we canquer their Perverfepefs by the korce of Rea-
fon, and the Pawer of Love. ‘

- 2. And mapy are fo dull, that they will fhan being

taught, for fear of (hewiog their Dulnefs. And ind,ee&
you will find it gxtremely hard to make them under-
fand the yery plaineft Points.

3. And it is fill harder, to fix things on their Heart,
svithout which all our Labour is loft. If you have not
therefore great Serjopfnefs and Fervency, what Good

A : can
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can you expeét ? And when all is done, it is the Spirit
of Grace, healone, who muft do'the Work.

4. And when we have made fome Impreflions upon
their Hearts, if we look not after them, they will foon
die away. .

But as great as this Labour of private Inftru®ion is,
it is abfolutely neceffary. For after all our preaching,
many of our People are almoft as ignorant as if they
had never heard the Gofpel. 1 ftady to fpeak as plain
as [ can; yet I frequently meet with thofe who have
been my Hearers for many Years, who know not, whe.
ther Chrift be God or Man; or, that Infants have any
Original Sin. And how few are there, that know the
Nature of Repentance, Faith and Holinefs ? Moft of
them have a Sort of Confidence. that Chrilt will juftify
and fave them, while the World has their Hearts, and
they live to themfelves. And I have found by Expe-
rience, that one of thefe has learned more from an

Hour’s clofe Difcourfe, than from ten Years public.

Preaching.

And undoubtedly this private Application is implied
. in thofe folemn Words of the Apoftle; 7 charge thee
before God, and the Lord Fefus Cheift, awbo fball judge
the Quick and the Dead at bis Appearing, preach the
Werd, be inflant in Seafon, out of Seafon; reprove, re-
buke, exhort, aith all Long-fuffering and Dofrine.

This is likewife neceflary to the greater Glory of
Ged, by the fuller Succefs of the Gofpel. O Brethren,
if we could generally fet this Work on foot in all our

- Societies, and profecute it fkilfully and zealoufly, what
‘Glory would redound to God thereby ? If the common
Ignorance were thus banithed, and our Vanity and
1dlenefs turned into the Study of the Way of Life, and
every Shop and every Houfe bufied in fpeaking of the
Word and Works of God : Surely God would dwell
in our Habitations, and make them his Delight. ,

- And this is neceffary to the Welfare of our People,

many of whom neither believe nor repent to this Day.

Look round about, and fee how many of them are ftill

in apparent Danger of Damnation ! -And how can ):])1:
’ w
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walk, and talk, and be merry with fuch People, when
you know their Cafe ? Methinks when you look them
in the Face, you fhould break forth into Tears, as the -
Prophet did when he looked upon Hazac/, and thenfet
on them with the moft vehement and importunate Ex-
hortations, O then for Gov's fake, and for the fake of
poor Souls, befir yourfelves, and ffhre no Pains that
may conduce to their Salvation !

" What Caufe have we to bleed before the Lord this

Day, that have fo long negleéted this great and good

Work ? That have been Preachers fo many Years, and

have done fo little by perfonal.inftruétions for the faving

of MensSoul- ? If we had but fet on this Work fooner,

how many more might have been brought to Chrift ?
And how mach holier and happier might we have made

our Societies before now ? And why might we not have

done it fooner? There were many Hindrances in the-
Way : And fo there are ftill, and alwayswill be. But

the greateft Hindrance was in ourfelves, in our Dul-

ne(s, and Litt'enefs of Faith asd Love. O that Gop

" would throuzhly humble us, and caufe us to bewail

our own Negledts; that we may not think it enough

to lament the Sins of others, while we overlook our

own ! - .

But it is obje&ed, I. This Courfe will take up fo
maoch Time, that we fhall have no Time to follow our
Studies, o :

I anfwer, 1. Gaintag Knowledge is a good Thing;
but faving Souls is a better. 2. By this very Thing
you will gain the moft excellent Knowledge of Gop and
Eternity. 3. But yoa will have abundant 1ime for
gaining other Knowledge too, if you fpend all your
Mornings therein. Only fleep not more than you need ;
talk not more than you need ; and never be idle, nor
triflingly employed. But, 4. If you can do but one,
cither follow your Studies, or inftru&t the Ignorant.
Let your Stadies alone ; I would throw by all the Li-
braries in the World, rather than be guilty of the Per-
dition of one Soul. 3
: £
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Ttis objecied, 11. ¢ The People will not fubmit to
¢ jt.” If fome do not, others will gladly, And the
Succefs with them may be fo much as to repay all
our Labour. O let us herein follow the Example of
St Pan/. 1. Forour general Bufinefs, Serving tbe Lord
with all Humility of Mind, 2. Our fpecial Work, Tute
beed to yourfelves, und to all the Flock. 3 Our Dotrine,
Repentance toward God, and Faith in our Lord Fefus
Chriff. 4. The Place and Manner of Teaching, 7
bave taught you publickly, and from Houfe to Houfe. .

-The Obje& and internal Manner, [/ ceafed not to aarn -

every ore, Night and Day, avith Tears. This itis that
muft win Sou!s and preferve them. 6. His Innocenc

and Self denial for the Advantage of the Gofpel,
baye coveted no Man's Silver or Geld. 7. His Patience,
Neither count I my Life dear unto myfelf. And among
all our Motives, thefe fhould be ever before our Eyes :
1. The Church of Gody awkich be batbh purchafed aith bis
onen Blood. 3. Grievous Wolves fball enter in: yea, of
Joar ownfelves foall Men arife, fpcaking perwerfe Things.
Write all this upon your Hearts, and it will do you
moie Good than twenty Years ftady of Jower Things.

. Wemay, 1.Every Preacher, take an exa& Catalogue
of thole in Society, from one End of each Town to the
other. - 2. Go to each Houfe, and give, with fuitable
Exhostation and Diretion, the ** Inftrutions for Chil-
s dren.” 3. Be {ure to deal gently with them, and
take off a!l Difcouragemients as effetuaily as you can.

* See that the Children get thefe by Heart. - Advife the

grown Perfons to fee that they underfland them. And
enlarge upon and apply every Sentence as clofely as
you can.  Apd let your Dealing with thofe you begin
with, be fo gentle, winning and convincing, that the
Report of it, may move others to defire your coming.
True, it is far eafier to preach a good Sermon, than
inftrué the Ignorant in the Principles of Religion. And
as much as this Work is defpifed by fome, I doubt not
but it will ery the Parts and Spirits of us all. So Arch-
bithop User ; ¢ Great Scholars may think it beneath
s them to fpend their Time in teaching the firf Prin-

) 0 ciples

L L e s s
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¢ ciples of the Doétrine of Chrift. But they fhould
¢ confider, that the laying the Foundation tkilfully, as
« jt is the Matter of greateft Importance in the whole
¢ Building, fo it is the Mafter - piece of the wifeft
s« Builder: According to theGrace of God, avhich is given
“ unto me, as a avife Mafler-Builder, I bave l.id the
¢ "Founiation, f{aith the great Apcftle. And let the
s« wifeft of us all try whenever we pleafe, we thall find,
¢¢ that to lay this Ground-work rightly, to make an
¢ ignorant Man underftand the Ground); of Religion,
¢ will put us to the Trial of all ‘our Skill.” e
Perhaps in doing this, it may be well, )

Ll Afrcr a few loving Words fpoken to 2ll in the
Houfe, to take each Perfon fingly into another Room,
where you may deal clofely with them, about their Sin
and Mifery and Duty. Set thefe home, or you lofe
all your Labour. At leaft let none be prefent but thofe
who are quite familiar with each other.

2. Hear what the Children have learned by Heart.

3. Choofe fome of the weightiett Points, and try by
farther Queflions how they underftand them. As,
* Do you believe you have Sin in you? That you was
* borninSin? What does Sin deferve? What Remed
# has God provided for gailty, helplefs Sinners

4. Often with the Quettion, fuggeit the Anfiver. As,
* What is Repentance?” Sorrow for Sin, -or-a Con-
viCtion that we are guilty, helplefs Sinners? ¢ What is
« Faith?™ A divine ConviQtion of Things not feen,

5. Where you perceive they do not underftand the
Strefs of your Quetlion, yoo muft jead them into it by
other Queftions. So 1 have afked fome, « How do
* you think your many and great Sins will be par-
doned ?” They anfwer, ¢ By repenting and mending
* my Life,” and never mention Chrift, I afk farther,
# Bat do you think your Amendment will make Satjs-
« fation for your paft Sins ?** They wiil anfwer, * We
* hope fo, orelfe we know not what will,” One
would think now, thefe had no Knowledge of Chrit
atall. And indeed, fomehave mot. But others have,
and give fuch Anfwers only becasie they do not under-
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ftand the Scope of the Queftion. Afk them farther,
¢ Can you be faved withou: the Death of Chrift 7"
They immediately fay, ¢* No.” And if you atk,
¢« What has he done or fuffered for you ?** They will
{ay, * He fhed his Blood for us,” and profefs, ¢ they
¢ truft in That for Salvation.” But many cannot ex-
prefs even what t:2y have fome Conception of, nay,
can fcarce learn, when Expreflions are put into their
Mouths. W ith thefe you are to deal exceeding ten-
derly, left they be difcouraged.

6. If you perceive them troubled that they cannot
anfwer, flep in yourfelf, and take the Burden off them :
Anfwering that Quetlion your{(lf; and then do it
throughlv and pisinly, and make a full Explication of
the whole Bufinefs to them.

7. Thus, when you have tried their Knowledge,
proceed to inftru&t them yourfelf, according to the'r
feveral Capacitics. 1Jf a Man underftand the Funda-
mentals, fall on what you perceive he moft nceds,
cither explaining further fome Do&rine of the Gofpel,
or fome Duty, or fhewing the Neceflity of fomething
he negleéts, as may be moft edifying to him. If it be
one that is grofly ignorant, give him a fhort Recital
of the Chriftian Religion in tne plainelt Words. And
if you perceive he uaderftands not, go over it again
till he dces, and if poffible fix it in his Memory. '
" 8. Next, inquire into his ttate, whether convinced,
or unconvinced, converted or unconverted. Tell him,
if need be, what Conve:fion is. And then renew and
inforce the Inquiry. :

9. If you perceive he is unconverted, your next Bu-
fine’s is, to labour with all your Skill and Power, to
bring his Heart to a Senfe of his Condition. Set this
home with a more earneft Voice than you ‘poke before ;
for if you get not to the Heart, you do nothing.

10. Conclude all with a firong Exhortation, which
fhould contain two Parts; 1. The Duty of the Heart,

“in order to receive Chrift; z. The avoiding formes Sins,
and conflantly ufing the outward Mears And here
befure, if you can,"to get their Promife, to forfake Sin,

change
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change their Company, and ufe Means. And do this
folemnly ; reminding them of the Prefence of Gobo,
that hears their Promifes, and will expe& the Per-
formance.

11. Before you leave them, engage the Head of
each Family, to call all his Family every Swnday, be-
fore they go to Bed, and hear what they can rehearfe;
and fo continue, till they have learned the INsTRUC-
Tions perfe@ly. And afterwards take care, that they
do not forget what they had learned. :

12. Speak differently, according to the Difference of
them you have to deal with, as they are dull and ob#i-
nate, or timorous and tender. Be as plain as poflible
to thofe of weak Capacities, and give them Scripture-
Proof for all you fay. :

Q. 18. How fhall we prevent improper Perfons from
infinuating themfelves into the Society ?

4. 1. Give Tickets to none till they are recommended
by a Leader, with whom they have met three Months
on Trial :

2. Give Notes to none but thofe who are recom-
mended by one you know, or till they have met three
or four Times in a Clafs : ) .

3. Give them the Rules the firt Time they meet.

Q. 19. How can we add a proper Solemaity to the
‘Admiflion of new Members?

4. 1. In alllarge Towns, admit new Members into
the Bands only at the Quarterly Love-Feaft, following
the Vifitation : 2. Read the Names of the Men to be
admitted the Week before: 3. Admit into the Society,
only on the Sunday following the Quarterly Vifitation :
4. Read the Names of thofe to be admitted, on the
Sunday Evening before : 5. Then alfo let the Names
of thofe be read, who are excluded from the Society. -

Q. 20. Should we infift every where on the Band-

Rules ? Particularly, that relating to Ruffles? ,
4. By all Means. This is no Time to give any En-
couragement to Superfluity of Apparcl.  ‘Therefore
give
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give 0o Band-Tickets to any in Englend, Scotland, or
Jreland, till they hawe left them off, .

In order to this, 1. Read in every Society the
¢ Thoughts concerning Drefs.” 2, In vifiting the
Claffes, be very mild, but very ftri®. 3. Al'ow no
exempt Cafe, not even of % married Woman : Better
pne fuff:r than many.

To encourage meeting in Band. 1. In every large
§ociety, have a Love-Fealt quarterly for the Bands
only: 2. Never fail to meet them apart from the So-
giety, once a Week : 3. Exhort ali Believers to em-
brace the Advantage: 4. Give a Band - Ticket to
pone till they have met a Quarter on Trial.

Q_ 21. Have thofe in Band left off Snuffand Drams?
.4, No. Many are fill inflaved to one or the other.
In order to redrefs this, 1. Lct no Preacher touch
cither on any Account: 2. Strongly difiuade our
People from them : 3. Anfwer their Pretences, par-
“ ticularly thofe of curing the Cholic, or helping Di-
geftion. >

Q. 22. Do we obferve any Evil which has lately
prevailed among our Socieies ?

4. Many of oar Members have lately married with
Unbelievers, even fuch as were wholly unawakened.
And this has been attended with fatal Confequences.
Few of thefe have gained the unbelieving Wife or
Hufband. Generaily they have themfelves either had
an heavy Crofs for Life, or iptirely fallen back into
the World. :

Q. 23. What can be done to put a Stop to this ?

. 1. Let every Preacher take Occafion publickly to
%ce the Apoftle’s Caution, Be ye not unequally yoked
awith Unbelievers. . .

2. Let it be openly declared in every Place,” That
he who ais contrary to this, will be expelled the So-

3 When any fuch is expelled, let an Exhortatias
e fwjoin.cd, difluading.others from following that bad

4. And .
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4. And let all be cxhorted, to take no Step in.1.
weighty a Matter, without firft advifing with the mol}
ferious of his Brethren. : oo

24. ht any Woman to mmarry without
Confent of?:-gl’mm r i o
4. In general, fhe ¢ not. - Vet-there may be aef
Exception. * For if, 1. A Woman be wnder a Necefity .
of ing: 1f, 2. HerParents abfolueely refufe to
lot her marry any: Chriftian : then fhe-may, nay eught
to marry without their Confent. Yet even then a Mew
thodif}-Preacher ought no to masry her. -

Q. 25. Do not Sabbath<breaking, Dram-drinking,
Evil-fpeaking, Unprofitabla Converfation, Lightefs,
Gaiety or Expenfivenefs of Apparel, and’ contra&in
Debts without fufficient Care to difcharge them, flil
prevail in feveral Phaces? What Method can we tabe
to remove thefe Evils 2~ . -+~ :

4. 1. Let us preach exprefly and firongly on eack
?f. thefe Heads : sz‘ Read: thzﬁggnp: ru ; vi:-
peaking, i evary Society : 3. Let the exs €
exami:eg: and exhort every Perfon to put away the ac’;
curfed Thjng: ¢. Let the Preacher warn the Socjety
in every Place, that none who is hereafter guilty can
remaip with us: 5. In order to %ive them clearer
Views of the Bvil of thefe Things, let every Preacher,
recommend to every Society, and that frequently and
earncftly, the Reading the Books we have publifhed,

rable to any other. And when any new Book is

nt to any Place, let him { al;;hf it inb:hg pub!ic-{%:m'—, i

jon: 6. Extirpate {muggling, buying er fellin
g&w&omed Goods, out of every Society : !}?ganicnhrtg
in Carawal, and in all Sea-port Towns. Let no Perfon
remain with us, who will not tot abflain from
every Kind and Degree of it: And after admonithing

im, filence every Local Preacher who fpeaks in De-
felice of it. Speak tenderly, but eameftly and fres
quently of it, in every Society pear the Coafts: And
read to them and difperfe diligently among them ¢ The
“ Word to a Smuggler.” 7. Extirpate Bribery, res

ceiving

oo
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€iving any Thing, dire&ly or indireitrl{,_ for voting ia
any Ele@tion. Shew no Refpe& of Perfons herein,” but
expel all who touch the accurfed Thing. Let this be
particularly. obferved at Grimfly and St Ioes: ,Lnﬁ’!ely
thew in every Society the Wickednefs of thes felling:
our Country. Do the fame Thing in ‘private Conver-
fation. And read every where ¢ The Word to a Free-
¢ holder,” and difperfe it with both Hands: and in.
public and private inlarge on Oeconomy, as a Braach
of Religion. . S o

Q. 26. What fhall we do to prevent Standal, when:
any of our Members become Bankrupt 2. . ~

4. Let two of the principal Members of the Society
be deputed to examine his Accounts. . And if he has
not kept fair Accounts, or has been concerned in that
bafe Pratice of raifing. Money by csining Noes (com-
monly called zbe Bi/ftrdc) let bim be immediately,
expelled the Society, S

4- & 27. What js the Officeof 2 Chriftian Minifler #

To witch over Souls, as he that meft give Ac-
count, - : R ‘
N . . 3
« Q 28. Tn what View may we and our Helpers be
confidered ? , ,
A. Perhaps as extraordinary Meflengers, defigned
by Gob to provoke others to Jealoufy. .

Q. 29. What isthe Office of an He/per ? !
A. In the Abfence of a Minifter, to feed and guide
the Flock : In particular, e T
"'1. ‘To expound every Morning and’ Evening: (But.
N.B. He isnever, in any Place, to begin later in the
Bvening than Seven 0’Clock, except in Harveft-time.)
2. To meet the United Society, the Bands, the Se-
le& Society, and the Penitents every Week : And,
" 3. To receive on Trial for the Society and Bands,
and to put the Diforderly back on Trial: L
" 4 To meet the Leaders of the Bands and Claffes
Weekly, and the Stewards, and to overlook their Ac-
counts. - . : S
Let
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Let every Preacher be particularly exa& in the Morn. -
ing Preaching, and meeting the Leaders. B

Q. 30. What are the Rules of an Helper? ' R

4. 1. Be diliﬁeut 'Never be unempkged’a Mo-~
ment. Never be triflingly employed. Never while:
away Time: Neither fpend any more Tinie at any’
Place than is firictly neceflary. ‘ T

2. Be ferious. Let your Motto be, Horinkss o
-nuskLouo. Avoid all Lightnefs, Jefing and’foolith .
Talking. . :

3. C%nverfe fparingly and cautioufly with Wemen :
Particularly with young Women in private.” = cow

4. Take no Step toward Marriage, without firft ac-
quainting us with your Defiga. P

5. Believe Evilof no one: Uhlefa you fee it done,-
take heed how you credit it. . Put the beft Confiru&tion
- onevery Thing. You know the Judge is always fup-

- pofed to be oan the Prifoner’s Side. ;

6. Speak Evil of noone : Eife your Word efpecially
would eat as doth a Canker. Keep your Thoughts
within your own Breaft, till you come to the Perfon
concerned. '

7. Tell every one what you think wrong in him, and
that plainly, and as foon as may be, elfe it will fefter
in your Heart. Make all hafte to caft the Fire out of
your Bofom,

8. Do not affect the Gentleman. You have no more
to do with this Chara&er, than with that of a Dancing-
Mafter. A Preacher of the Gofpel is the Servant of
all. - ’

9. Be afhamed of nothing but Sin : Not of fetching
Wood (if Time permit) or of drawing Water ; not of
cleaning your own Shoes, or yoar Neighbours.

10. Be pun&ual. " Do every Thing exadly at the
Time. ‘And in general, do not mend our Rules, but
_ heep them = not for Wrath, but for Confcience fake,

11. You have nothing to do but to fave Souls.
Therefore fpend and be fpent in this Work. And go

- always,
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always, not only to thofe that want you, but to thofe
thas want you moft. ,

12. A& in all Things, not according to your own
Will, but as 2 Son in the Gofpel. Aa fuch, itis yourPart
to employ your Time in the Manner which we direét :
partly in Preaching and Vifiting from Houfe to Houfe;
partly in Reading, Meditation and Prayer: Above all,’
if you ‘labour with us in our Lord’s Vineyard, it ia
needful that you fhould do téar Pars of the Work
which we advife, at tbo/e Timas and Places, which we
judge mott for his Glory.

. 31. What general Method of employing our
Tix%e' zvould you aﬁvife usto? Ploying

- A. We advife'you, 1. As often as poflible to rife at -

- Four, 2. From Four to Five in the Morning, and
from Five to Six in the Evening, to meditate, pray and
read, partly the Sciipture with the Notes, partly the
clofely pratical Parts of what we have publithed. 3.
From Six in the Morning to Twelve (allowing an Hour
for Breakfafl) to read in order, with much Prayer,
BifMop Pearfon on the Creed, Mr Boehm's and Na/on's
Sermens; and the other Books which we have publithed
in Profe or Verfe. :

Q. 32. Should our Helpers follow Trades ?

4. This is an important Queftion: Therefore it will
be proper to confider it throughly. The Queltion is
not, whether they may occafionally Work with their
Hands, as St Pax/did: But whether it be pr(gver for
them to keep Shop and follow Merchandize. Of thofe
who do fo at prefent it may be obferved, they are un-.
queftionably upright Men. ‘They are Men of ¢onfi-
derable Gil{s. We fee the Fruit of their Labour, and
they have a large Share in the Efteem and Love of the
People.  All this pleads on their Side, and cannot but
give us ‘a Prejudice in their Favour. Three of thefe
urge Neceflity for doing this : One that he may help,
his aged Father; another that he may maintain his
Wife; aThird that he may keep his Children ; aFo:lmh_

0oCs
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‘does not plead any Neceflity, but a Defire of doing more
Good. One anfwered ¥. O. ¢ If you caenot

s« your Pather without ‘trading, and if the Socicties
¢ either cannot or will not, I will allow him what you
- ¢ gllow him now. So this Neceflity is at an End.”
To Ja.O. it was anfivered, * Your Wife wants nothing
« yet. - Tt is not likely fhe ever will. You have Mo-
' ney beforehand. 8o your Neceffity is not yet begun.”
To R.R. * You do not want now. 'When you do
¢ want any thing for your Children, you fhall have it.
‘¢ So here is no %Ieeefﬁty.”

As to the fecond Plea, doing more Good, it was in<
quired, Is it not doing Evil that Good may come? Is
not the Thin; in Queftion both Evil in itfelf (for us)
and Evil in ats Confc;ucnces? . Firg, Is it not (with
regard to Travelling Preachers) Evil in itfelf? Isit
well confiftent with that Scripture, 2 Tim. ii. 4. NoMan
that avarreth, (takes on him the Profeffion of a Soldier,
as we eminently do) emtangleth himfelf aith the Affairs
of this Life ; plainly referring ‘to the Roman Law, which
abfolutely forbad any Soldier to follow any other Pro-
feffion. - Is it well confiftent with that Word, Give 4¢-
tendance to Reading, to Exbortation, to Teacking : Medi-
sate on thefe Things, givve thyfelf wwholly to them? 1Tim. iv.
13, 15. Can we be faid to giwve ourfelves wholg to
thefe Things, if we follow another Profeflion } Does
not our Church, in her Office of Ordination, require
every Minifter to do this? If they do not, the more
Shame for them. But this plainly fhews, what both
they and we oxghbr to do. #e indeed more particularly;
becaufe Goo has called ws to propoke them to Fealoupy,
to fupply their Lack of Service to the Sheep that are as
‘without Shepherds, and to fpend and be fpent thercin. .
We above all; becaufe every Travelling Preacher fo-
lemnly profefles to have nothing elfe to do, and reccives
his Httle AHowanee for this very End, that he may net
need to do any Thing elfe, that he may not be.en-
‘tangled in the Things of this Life ; but may give him-
felf wholly to thefe Things ?

Secondly,
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. Secondly, Is it not Evil in its Confequences? Have
‘not fome ill Confequences appeared already ? And is
there not the greateft Reafon to apprehend that fill
“worfe would follow ? We are concerned to give no Of-
-fence, either to Jew or Gentile, or to. the Church of
Gop. But this has already offended, not only many
‘of the World, but many of our own Brethren. Many
-of the Preachers in particular have been much grieved :
Yea and thofe moft, who were .moft alive to Gop.
Now ¢ the Beginning of Offence, is as when one letteth
out Water : Who can gather it up again 2™ They are
rieved the more, becaufe they apprehend this would
¢ an increafing Evil. For where will it flop ? If one
Preacher follows Trade, fo may Twenty ; fo may every
‘one. And if any of them trade a little, why not ever
.fo much ?} Who can fix how far he fhould go ? There-
fore we advifc our Brethren who have been concerned
herein, to give up all, and attend to the ore Bufinefs.
And we doubt not but Gop will recompenfe them an
hundred Fold, even in this World, as well as in the
‘World to come.
It is true, this cannot be done on a fudden. Bat it
may between this and the next Conference. And even
_as to the Drops that many fold, if their Wives fell them
at Home, well: But it is not proper for any Preacher
to hawk them about. It has a bad Appearance. It
does not well fuit the Dignity of his Calling. '
Two Years after, it was agreed by all our Brethren,
that no Preacher who will not relinquith his Trade of
buying and felling, or of making and vending Pills,
Drops, Balfams, or Medicines of any Kind, fhall
‘be confidered as a Travelling Preacher any longer :
And that it fhall be demanded of all thofe Preachers,
who have traded in Cloth, Hardware, Pills, Drops,
Balfams, or Medicines of any Kind, at the next Con-
ference, whether they have intirely left it off, or not ?

Q. 33. Why is it, that the People under our Care
- are no better ? .
-4. Other

w ot gy
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A. Other Reafons may concur; but ‘the: Chief is,
Yecaufe awe are pot more éngwizg and more bofy, . .

‘Q. 34. But why are we not more Znoving ? )

4. Becaufe we are idle. We forget the very firft
Rule, * Be diligent. Never be unemployed a' Mo-
¢ ment. Never be triflingly employed. Never.while
¢ away Time: Neither fpend any more Time at any
4¢ Place than is ftritly neceffary.” , :

I fear there is altogether a Fault in this Matter; and
that few of us are clear. Which of you {pends as many
Hours a Day, in Gop's Wor#, -as you did formerly in
Man’s Work ? We talk, talk—or read Hiftory, or
what comes next to hand. L
- Wemut, abfolutely muft, cure this Evil, or give up
the whole Work. , . .

But how? 1. Read the moff u/efu/ Books, and that
regularly and conftantly, Steadily fpend all the Mora-
ing in this Employ, or at leatt five Hours in Twenty-

our. :

¢ Bat I read only the Bible.” Then clyou ought to
teach others to read only the Bible, and by Parity of
Reafon, to bear only the Bible. But if fo, you need
preach no more. - Juftfo faid George Bell. And what is
_ the Fruit ? Why now, he neither reads the Bible,.nor

any Thing elfe. o :

This is rank Enthofiafm. [f you need no Book but
the Bible, you are got above St Pax/. He wanted
others too. Bring the Books, fays he, but efpecially the
Paychments, thofe wrote on Parchment., )

¢« But I have mo Taffe for Reading.” Contral a
Tafte for it by Ufe, or return to your I'rade.

¢« But different Men have different T'aftes.” There.
fore fome may read lefs than others; but none fhould
read lefs than this. : : ' "

¢« But I have no Books.” I will give each of you,
as faft as you will read them, Books:to the Value of
Five Pounds. And I defire the Affiftants will take care,
that all the large Societies provide 74 Cbriflian Library,
for the Ufe of the Preachers. I

2. 1n



( 24 )

.- 2., In the Afternoon follow Mr Baxter"s Plan. Thep
ou will have no Time to fpare: None for learni
atin, or Greek, or Hebrew: You will have Wo:E

enough for all your Time. Then likewife no Preacher

will ftay with-us who is as Salt that has loft its Savour.

For to fuch, this Employment would be mere Drudgery. -

‘And in order to it, you will have need of all the Know-

ledge you can procure., '

' The Sum is. Go into svery Honfe in courfe, and

teach every one therein, Young and Old, if they belo

to us, to be Chriftians, inwardly and outwardly.

- Make every Particular plain to their Underzmdin A

Fix it in their Memory. Write it on their Heart.- In

order to this, there muft be Line spon Line, Precept apon

Precept. I remember to have heard my Father atking

my Mother, ¢ How could you have the Patience, to

- = tell that Blockhead the fame Thing, Twenty times

s¢ gver?” She anfwered, ¢ Why, if I had told him

% but Nineteentimes, I fhould have loft all my Labour,”

What Patience indeed, what Love, what Knowledge

‘is requifite for this ?

Q. 34. In what Method fhould we inftru& them ?

A. Read, explain, inforce,

1. The Rules of the Society :

2. Infirufiions for Children-:

3. The fourth Volume of Sermons :

4. Philip Hanry's Method of Family Prayer. .
. Qver and ahove : Where there ate Ten Children in
a Society, fpend at leaft an Hour with them Twice a
Week. And do this, not in a dull, dry, formal Man-
ner, but in earneft, with your Might.

« But I have oo Gift for this.” Gift er ne Gift,
you are to do it, elfe yau are not called to be a Me-
thodift-Preacher. Do it as you can, ti]l you can do
it as you would. Pray earaely for the Gift, and ufe
s}x‘mgm for it; particulazly ftudying the Childrens
© Q. 35. Why are ot avemore Holy ? ‘Why do not

e live in Eternity 2 Walk-with-Gob all the Day l‘o’;}%‘?
! y
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Why are we not all devoted to God ? Breathing: the
whole Spirit of Miffionaries
4. Becaufe we are Enthufiats: Looking for the
End, without ufing the Means. .
In order to be thoroushly convinced of this, we

need only confider the firft Minutes, p. 12, 13. a1
each examine himfelf upon each Article. .

To touch only upon two or three Inttances.

Do yox rife at Four? Or even at Five, when yvz <o
not preach ?

Do you faft once a Week? Once aMonth? Do.
you know the Obligation, or Benefit of it 2

Do you recommend the Five o’Clock Hour for
Private-Prayer? Do you obferve it? Do not you
find that any timeis no time?

O letus all flir up the Gift of God that is inus! Let
us no more Jfeep, as do others: But whatfoever our
band findeth to do, let us do it with our might !

Q. 36. Whois the Afifant ?

A, That Preacher in each Circuit, who is appoint-
ed from Time to Time to take Charge of the Socie-
ties, and the other Preachers therein.

Q. 37. How fhould an Affiftant be qualified for
this Charge ? : o

A. By walking clofely with Goo, and having his
Work greatly at Heart; by underftanding and loving
Difcipline, ours in particular; and by loving. the
Church of England, and refolving not to feparate from
it.

Q. 38. What is the Bufinefs of an Affiftant ?

A. 1. To fee that the other Preachers in his Circuit
behave well, and want nothing: 2. To vifit the Clafles
quarterly in each Place, regulate the Bands, and de-
liver mew Tickets: 3. To keep Watch-nights and
Love-feafts: 4. To take in, or put out of the Bands or
Society. 5. To hold Qxﬁartetly eetings ; and therein
diligently.to inquire both into the Spiritnal and Tem-
poral State of each Society. 6. To take care that
cver{/lSociety be duly fupplied with Books, and that
the Money for them be congandy returned. 7. To

fend
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fend from every Quarterly Meeting a circumftantial
Account to Lendon of every remarkable Converfion,
and of every one who dies in the Triumph of Faith.
8. To take exad Lifts of his Societies every Eaffer,
and bring them to the next Conference. 9. To meet
the married Men, the married Women, the fingle Men,
and the fingle Women, in the large Societies once a
Quarter. 10, To fee that every Society have a pri-
vate Room, and‘a Set of the Library for the Helper,
and, 11. To travel with me, if required, once a Year,
thro’ the Societies in his Circuit.

Q. 39. Ought we to infift upon our Rule, that no
‘Preacher print any Thing without your Approbation ?

A. Undoubtedly. And whoever does it for the
Time to come, cannot take it ill, if he is excluded
from our Conne&tion. Let every ene take this Warn-
ing, and afierwatds blame none but himfelf,

Q. 40. But has the Office of an Afliftant been tho-
roughly executed ?

A. No; not by one Afliftant out of three. For
Inftance. Every Afliftant ought, 1. To ¢ fee that
the other Preachers behave well.” But who has fent
me Word, whether they did or no? 2. ¢ To vifit
the Clafles, regolate the Bands, and deliver Tickets
quarterly.” How few have done this? 3. Love-
feats for the Bands have been negleted. ~ 4. Nor
have Perfons been regularly taken in, and pat out
of the Bands. 5. I fear, many of the Quarterly
Meetings are formal, not fpiritual. 6. The Socie-
ties are not half fopplied with Books, not even with
Kempis, Infiruétions jor Children, and Primitive Phyfic,
which ought to be in every Houfe. And why fheuld
not each of you do. like William Pennington ? Carry
Books with you throogh every Round : Exert your-
felves in this. Be not athamed. Be not weary.
Leave noStone unturned. 7. How few Accounts have
I had, either of remarkable Deaths, or remarkable
Converfions ? 8. How few exaé Lifts have we receiv-
ed of the Societies ? T'ake mgre Time, and more Pains
in preparing them. 9. Who of you has met the mgc:i

? ri
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tied and fingle Men and Women once a Quarter,
even in the largeft Socicties? 10. You have not
rovided a private Room every where for the Preacher :
or a Bed to himfelf: Neither the Library, for want
of which, fome ftill read Trath. 'Till this can be done,
Jet there be immediately in every Place, at leaft the
Notes, and the Tra& on Original Sin.

BERY

Q. 41. Are there any other Advices which yoawould
give the Affiftants ? '

A. Several, 1. Take a regular Catalogue of your
Societies, as they live, in Houle-row. 2. Leave your
Succeffor a particular Account of the State of the Cire
cuit. 3. See that every Band-leader have the Rules of
them. 4. Vigoroufly but calmly inforce the Rules
concerning Ruffles, Drams, Snuff, and Tobacco,
When any Perfon is admitted into a Society, even
good Breeding requires him-to conform to the Rules
" of that Society. The fame you fhould inforce in Scos-
land as England. The Scots will hear Reafon as well
as the Englifb. 5. Asfoon as there are four Men or
Women Believers in any Place, put them into a Band.
6. Every where infit on Decency and Cleanlinefe.
Tell them Cleanlinefs is next to Godlinefs. 7. Suffer
no Love-fealt to laft above an Hour and half; let not
one Duty interfere with, another, and ftop all Breaking
the Cake with one another. That filly Cuftom was
introduced by Fames Wheatley, and creates much Con-
fufion. And, 9. Inform all the People from Time to
Time, that none fhould remove from one Society to
another, without a fufficient Reafon; and that thofe
who defire to remove are to acquaint you with their
Reafons, and to have a Certificate in thefe Words (elfe
they will not be reccived in other Societies.) ¢ 4. B.
the Bearer, is 2 Member of our Society in A——, I be-
lieve he has a fufficient Caufe for removing.” 10, In
-every Place, exhort thofe who were brought up in the
Church to cantinue therein. And invifiting the Clafles,
afk every one, “ Do you go toChurch as often as ever
you did 2 Set the Example yourfelf: And immediately
alter every Plan that interferes therewith : So that every

32 "Preacher
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Preacher may attend the Church, at leaft two Sundays
out of four. .
- Is there not a Caufe ? Are we not unawares by lit-
tle and little fliding into a Separation from the Church ?

" O remove every tendency thereto with all Diligence:.
1. Let all our Preachers go to Church. 2. Let all
the People go conftantly ; and, 3. Receive the Sacra-
ment at every Opportunity. 4. Warn all againft
Nicenefs in hearing, a great and prevailing Evil. 5.
Warn them alfo againft defpifing the Prayers of the
Church, 6. Againtt calling our Society a Church or
the Church. 7. Againft calling our Preachers Miniflers,
our Houfes Meeting-boufes, (call them plain Preacking
Houfes. 8. Do not licence them as fuch: The- proper -
Form of a Petition to the Judge or Juftice is. ¢¢ 4. B.
defires to have his Houfe in C—, licenfed for public
Worfhip.” 9. Do not licence yourfelf till you are
conftraired, and then not as a Diffenter, but a Methodif?
Preacher, It is Time enough when you are profecut- -
ed, to take the Oaths. And by fo doing you are
licenfed.

- Q. 42. Butare wenot Difenters ? /

A, We are irregular, 1. By calling Sinrers to Re-
pentance, in a// Places of God's Dominion. 2. By
frequently ufing extemporary Prayer. Yet we are not
Diffenters in the only Senfe which our Law acknow-
ledges: Namely, Perfons who believe it is finful to
attend the Service of the Church: For we do attend
it at all Opportunities. We will not, dare not feparate
from the Church, for the Reafons given feveral Years
ago. We are mot Seceders, nor do we bear any Re-
femblance to them. We fet out upon quiie oppofite
Principles. The Seceders laid the very Founcfa\tion
of their Work in judging and condemning Otbers.
We laid the Foundation of our Work, in judging and
condemning ourfelves. They begin every where,
with fhewing their Hearers, how fallen #be Church and
Minifiers are. We begin every where, with thewing
our Hearers, how fallen they are themfelves. A

nd
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And as we are not Diffenters from the Church now,

fo we will do nothing. willingly, which tends to a
Separation from it. ‘I'hercfore let every Afiftantim-
mediately fo order his Circuit, that no Preacher may
be hindered from attending the Charch, more than
Two Sundays in the Month. Never make light of
going to Church, either by Word or Deed. Remem-
ber Mr- Hook, a- very eminent and zecalous Papif.
When I atked him, “¢Sir, What do you for Public
Worfhip here, where you have no Romifs Sermon ?"
He anlgvered, « Sir, I am fo fully convinced, it is
the Duty of every Man to worlhip God in bublic,
thiat I go to Church every Sunday. If 1 cannot have
fuch Worthip as I would, I will have fuch Worfhip
as I can,”
_ Bot fome may fay, ¢ Our own Service is Public
Worthip,” Yes, in a Senfe: But not fuch as fuper-
fedes the Chuich Service. We never defigned it
fhould: We have an hundred Times profe’ed the
contrary. It prefuppofes Public Prayer, like the Ser-
mons at the lgniverﬁty. Therefore I have over and
over advifed, ¢ Ufe no long Prayer, either before or
after Sermon.” ‘Therefore I myfelf frequently ufs
only a Colle&, and never inlarge in. Prayer, unlefs at
Interceflion, or on a Watch-night, or on fome extra-
ordinary Occafion.

If it were defigned to be inftead of Church Service
it would be effentially defe&tive. For it feldom has
the four Grand Parts of Public Prayer, Deprecation,
Petition, Interceflion and Thankfgiving. Neither is
ist, even on the Lord’s Day, concluded: with the Lord's

upper.

he Hour for it on that Day, unlefs where there
is fome peculiar Reafon: for a Variation, fhould be
five in the Morning as well as in the Evening, Why

fhould we make God’s Day the fhorteft of the feven ?
- Bat if the People put ours in the room of the Church
Service, we bur¢ them that ftay with us, and ruin
them that leave us. For then they will go no where
B 3 but
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but lounge the Sabbath away, without any Pablic
Worfhip at all.

I advife therefore all the Metkodifts in England and
Ireland, who have been brought up in the Church,
conftantly to attend the Service of the Charch, at leaft
every Lord’s Day.

Q. 43. Are allour Preachers merciful to their Beafts ?

A Perhaps not. Every one ought not only to ride
n oderately, but alfo to fee with his own Eyes bis
Horfe rubbed, fed and bedded.

Q. 44. Do we fofficiently watch over our Helpers ?

A. We might confider thofe that are with us as
our Pupils: Into whofe Behaviour and Studies we
fhould therefore make a particular Inquiry every Day.

Should we not frequently atk each, Do yon wallke
clofely, with God ? Have you now Fellowfhip with
- the Father and thz Son? At what Hour do you rife ?
Do you punétually obferve the Morning and Evening
Hour of Retirement? Do you fpend the Day in the
Manner which we advife? Do you read the Books
wec advife, and no other? Do you faft as often as
your Health will permit? Do you converf¢ ferioufly,

ufefully and clofely? Do you pray before, and have °

you adeterminate End in every Converfation ?

To be mo:e particular :

Do you ufe all the Means of Grate yourfelf, and
inforce the Ufe of them on all Perfons?

They are either Inflituted or Pradential.

- L 4‘he Ingtituted are, .
1ft, Prayer; Private, Family, Public: confifting
of Deprecation, Petition, Interceflion, Thznkf%iving.

Do you ufe each of thefe conftantly (at fet Times)

" and fervently?.

‘Do you ufe Private Prayer every Morning and
Evening? If you are your own Mafter, at Five in
the Evening, and the Hour before or after Morn-
ing Preaching?

Do you forecaft wherever you are, how to fecure
thefe Hours? ‘ D

o
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Do you avow it every where ?

Are you refolute herein ?

Do you call your Family together at Five ? B

De ‘you afk every where, 1. Have you Family Pray-
er{ 2. Do you retire at five 0’Clock ?

-II. Searching the Scriptare, by,

1. Reading : conflantiy, fome Part of every Day,
and at all vacant Hours ; regu/ariy, all the New Tef-
tament (at leaft} and the Leflons for Children in or-
der ; carefully, with the Notes, ferioufly, deliberately,
with much Prayer preceding, accompanying and
following : fruitfully, immediately praifing what
you learn there ? .

What other Books do you read ? Is it wife to read
any, till you have read our Trals, and the Chriftian
Library ?

Do you' give the Morning to Reading, Writing
.. and Prayer? i :

2. Meditating: At fet Times? How? By Bifhop
Hall’s, or Mr Baxter's Ryle? How long? ,

3. Hearing : Conftantly ? Every Morning?

Humbly ¢ Uncritically, devourly ? ’

Carefully? With Prayer before, at, after?

Fruitfully ? Immediately putting in Pradtice ?

Have you aNew Teftament always in your Pocket ?

(See that the Notes are in every Society. Explain
them to the Congregation.)

III. The Lorp’s Supper. Do you ufe this.

At every Opportunity? With due Preparation ?
That is, with folemn Prayer? With careful Self-Exami-
nation ?} With deep Repentance fuited thereto? With
carneft and deliberate Self devotion ?

Do you in commuynicating difcern the Lorp’s Body ?
(li)?o you afterward retire, not formally, but in ear-
ne

IV. Fafling: God led us to this at Oxford. And
he led all of you to it, when you firft fet out.

How often do you faft now? Lvery Friday? In
what degree ?

- V. Chritian Conference.

B4 Are
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Are we convinced, how important, and how dif-
ficult it is to order our Converfation right?

Is it always im Grace? Seafoned with Salt? Meet
to minifler Grace to the Hearers? :

Do we not converfe too long at a Time ? Is not
an Hour ata Time commonly enough ?

Would it not be well to plan our Converfation be-
forehand ? To pray before and after it? '

I1. Prudential Means we may ufe either as common
Chriflions, as Methodifls, as Preachers, or as Affifiants.

1. As common Chriftians. What particular Rules
have jou, for avoiding Evil? Doing Good? Grow-
f.0 in Grace? What Arts of holy Living?

2. As Methodifts; Do you never mifs any Meet-
ing of the Society ? Neither your Clafs, or Band ?

3. As Preachers: Do you meet every Society
Weekly } Alfo the Leaders? and Bands, if any?

Do you vifit the Sick? and the Well ? Infiruing
Mafiers and Pareats? And in all Relative Duties?

4. As Afiftants: Do you fill up and regulate the
Bands wherever you come? Diligently inquire into
the State of the Books, and do all you can to propa-
gate them? Keep Watch-Nights once a Month?
And Love-feafts? With ore twice a Year, forall the

- Society ? .

Do you vifit every Society once a Quaiter, and re-
gulate all Things therein ? -

Do you take a regular Catalogue of your Societies
at leaft once a Ycar?
- Do you write me an Account of all the Defeéts of
the common Preachers, which you cannot yourfelf
cure § 4

Thefe Means may te ufed without Fruit. - But
there are fome Means which cannot. Namely,
Watching, Denying ourfelves, Taking up our Crofs,

Exercife of the Prefence of Gob.

1. Do we fteadily watch againft the World, the

Devil, Ourfelvest The befetting Sin?

2 Do
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2. Do you deny yourfelves every ufelefs ‘Pleafare
of Senfe ? ‘Imagination? Honour? Are you tempe-
rate in all Things? To take one Inflance, in Food ?
Doyou ufe onlythat Kind and that Degree, which is
beft both for the Body and 8oul ? Do ‘you fee the Ne-
ceflity of this ? : :

Do you eat no Fleth Suppers? No late Suppers?
Thefe naturally tend to deftroy bodily Health.

Do you eat only Three Meals a Day? If Four,
are you not an excellent Pattern to the Flock ?

Do you take no more Food than is neceflary at
each Meal ? You may know if you do, by a Load at
your Stomach: by Drowfinefs, or Heavinefs : and in
a while, by.weak or bad Nerves. ’

Do you ufe only that Kind, and that Degree of Drink
which ‘is beft both:for your Body and: Soul

Do you drink Water} Why not? Did you ever?
Why did you leave it off? If not for Health, when
will you begin again ? To Day? .

How often do. yeu drink Wine or Ale i Every Day ?
Do you avant oF avafle it i .

3. Wherein do you rake up your Grofs daily? Do
you chearfully dear your Crofs (whatever is grievous to
Natore) as aGift of Goo, and labour to-profit thereby ?

4. Do-you. endeavour to fet Gop always before
you? To fee Lis Eye continually fixt upon youi
Never can you ufe thefe Means, but a Blefing will
enfue. And the more you ufe them, the more will
you “ grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of opr
“ Lorp JEsus CuRIsT.”

Q. 45. What can be done inorder toa clofer Union
of our Helpers with each other? '

4. 1. Let them be deeply. convinced of -the. Want
there is of it at prefent, and the abfolute Neceffity.of
it. .

2. Let them Fray.for an earneft Defire of Union. .

5. Let them fpeak freely to each other. .
4 When they. meet, let them .never part without
Prayer. : '
B-§: 5. Let.
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G “g{ Let them beware how they defpife each other's

4. :
6. Let them never fpeak flightingly of each other

- in sfy Kind. i
9. Let them defénd one another’s Chara&ters in e-
very Thing, tothe utmoft of their Power : and
8. Let them labour in Honour each to prefer the
other before himtelf. -

Q_486. How fhall weavoid Popularity ? Wemean fuch
Efttem or Love from the People, as isnot forthe Glory
of God ?

. #. 1. Barneftly pray for a pierting Seafe of the
Danger there is, and the Sinfulnefs of it.

2. Take Care how you ingratiate yourfelf with any
People, by Slacknefs of Difcipline :

. 3. Or by any Method which another Preacher can-
ot follow. '

4. Warn the Pedple among whom you' are moft,

- of efteeming or loving yoa too much.

5. Converfe fparingly with thofe who are pauti-

cularly fond of you.

Q_ 47. Fow often fhould our Helpéts preach ?
4. Not more than twice a Day, unlefs on a Surx-
~ day, orfome Extraordinary Occafion,

Q. 48. Which is the befk General Method of Preach-
ing.

gA. 1. Toinvite. 2. To convince. 3. To offer
Chrift. 4. To build up: And todo this in fome mea-
fure in every Sermon. o

Q_49. Are there any fmaller Advices relating to
. Preaching, which might be of ufe to us?
A. Perhaps thefe, 1. Be fure to begin and end, pe-
cifely at the Time appointed.

" 2. Endeavour to be ferious, weighty, and folemn -

in your whole Deportment before the Congregation.
3. Always fuit your Subjeé to the Audience.
4. Choofe the plaineft Texts you can.
5. Take
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~§. Take care not to ramble from your Text, but
“keep cdlofe to it, and make out fiom it what you take
in hand. : ‘ .

6.hBeware of allegorizing or {piritualizing teo
much.

7. Take care of any thing askward or sfiected,
either in your Phrafe, Gefture or Pronunciation.

8. Tell each other, if you obferve any Thing of
this kind. - o c c

. Sing ne Hymns of your own Compofing.

?'o W;ithont a preffing Reafon, do ngto pra‘ above
eight or ten Minntes (at moft) without Intermifbon.

11. It would be well for every young Preacher,
“frequently to exhort, without taking any Text: And
for every one, young or old, frequently to read and
inlarge upon a Portion of the Notes.

Q. 50. What Sermans do we find by Experieace to
be attended with the greatelt Blefiing ?y .

A. 1. Such as are moft clofe, convincing, fearch-
ing. 2. Suchas have moft of CarisT. 3. Such as
urge the Heinoufnefs of Mens living in Contempt or
Ignorance of him. ' :

Q. 51. Bat have notfome of us been led of from
Prattical Preaching, by (what was called) preaching
Curisr ?

4. Indeed we have. The moft effetual Way of
preaching CHrist, is to preach Him in all his Of-
fices, and to declare his Law, as well as his Gafpel,
both to Believers and Unbelievess.

Q. 52.-Do we now all preach ftrongly and clofely,
concerning both inward and oxtward Holinefs ?
4. It would be well, if.we were more frequently
and more largely to infift upon it in all its Branches,
. 53. Do we mfift enongh npon Pradical Religion
“in %elsazrd? Apd in particglar‘:pzn Relative Dngi,e's?
Ufing the Means of Grage! Private Prayer? Self-
denial ? Fatting ? Serioufiefs ? :
A. It feems mof of us have been wanting here,
Let us take care to fupply this Defed for the future,

.Q_ 54. How
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Q_s54. How fhall we be affured, that no Preacher
will ever difappoint a Congregation? - '

4. Afk every one, 1. Do you fee the great Sin,
and fatal Confequences of it? 2. Will you break a
Limb rather than wilfully break your Word herein ?
3. If you do, can you blame us, for not employing
you any more? -

Q. 55. How fhall we guard againlt Formality in
public Worfhip ? Particularly in Singing ?
. A. 1. By preaching frequently on thatHead. 2. By
’ takit}g care tofpeak only what we feel. By choof-
ing fuch Hymns as are proper for the Congregation ;

enerally Hymns of Prayer or Praife, rather than
ﬁefcriptive of particular States. 3. By not finging
“too much at once; feldlom more than five or fix
“ Verfes: 4. By fuiting the Tune to the Nature of the
“Hymn: 5. By often flopping fhort and afking the
People, « Now ! Do you know what you faid laft ?
- Did you fpeak no more than you felt ? Did you fing
it as unto the Lorp; with the Spirit and with the
Underftanding alfo i

Q. 56. What can be done to make the People fing
true ? -

4.1, Leamn to fing true yourfelves. 2. Recom-
mend the Tunes every where. 3. If a Preacher
cannot fing himfelf, let him choofe two or three Per-
fons in every Place to pitch the Tune for him.

-Q. §7. What is it beft to take juft after Preaching ?
4. Lemonade; Candied Orange Peel, or a little
_fofc warm Ale, But Egg and Wine is downright
Poifon.

Q. 58. How fhall we try thofe who think they are

movetf by the Holy Ghoft to preach ? '
A. Inquire, 1. Do.they know Gop as a pardoning
Gobp ? Have they the Love of Gop abiding in them ?
Do they defire and feek nothing but Goo ? And are
. they holy in all Manner of Converfation? 2. Have
they Gifts (as well as Grace) for the Work ? Have they
{in fome tolerable Degree) a clear, found Underftand-
ing ? Have they a right Judgment in theThin(a;gs of
‘ . op ?
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‘Goo ? Have they a juft Conception of Salvation by
-Faith? And has Gop given them any Degree of Ut-
-terance? Do they fpeak juftly, readily, clearly? 3.
Have they Frzit ? Are any truly convinced of Sin and
converted to Gop by their Preaching ?

As long as thefe three Marks concur in any one, we
‘believe he is called of Gob to preach. Thefe we re-
ceive as fufficient Proof, that he is moved thereto by
-the Holy Ghoft. ‘ ‘ :

"Q.59. But how fhall we know, whether they con-
cur or not, in any particular Perfon ? ‘
_ 4.1, I he is near us, we will talk with him on
the preceding Heads and hear him preach.

2. We will defire him to write down or relate the
Reafons, why he thinks he is called of Gob thereto. -

3. We will examine thofe who feem to be conving-
‘ed of Sin, or converted to God by his Preaching.

4. Ifhe is at a Diftance, we will defire the Afliftant
‘to do this : and to inquire, what is the Judgment of
his Brethren concerning him., -

Q. 60. What Method may we ufe in receiving a
new Helper?

" 4. A proper Time for doing this, is at a Conference .
after folemn Fafting and Prayer.

Every Perfon to be admitted is then to be prefent,
‘and each of them may be atked,

¢ A. B. Have you Faith in Chrift? Are you going
on to Perfeltion ? Do you expett to be perfefted in loye
in this Life ? Are you groaningafterit? Are you re-
‘folved to devote yourfelf wholly to Gop and hisWork ?
Do you know the Methodifi-Plan? Have you read the
Plain Account ? The Appeals ? Do you know the RuLgs
of the Society ? Of the Bands? Do you keep them ?
Do you take no Snuff? Tobacco ¢ Drams ? Do you .
conftantly attend the Church and Sacrament? Have
you read the Minutes? Are you willing to conform to
them? Have you confidered the twelve Rules of a
Helper ? Efpecially the firft, tenth, ‘and twelfth 2 Will
you keep them for Confcience fake ? Are you deter-
mined to employ a// your Time in the Work of Gop ?
Will you preach every Morning and Evening ? Endea-
T vouring
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.vouring not to fj too long (an Hour in the whole
or too Eoud.’ Nolt”l%lﬁing with your Elbows ? Have yotz
read the Rules of Aftion and Utterance ? Will you meet
the Society, the Bands, the Sele Society and the
Leaders in every Place ? Will you diligently and ear-
neftly infru& the Children, and vifit from Houfe to
Houfe ? Will you recommend Fafting, both by Pre-
cept and Example i )

We may then receive him as a Probationer, by giv-
ing him the Minates of the Conference infcribed thus,

To 4. B.

¢ You think it your Duty to call Sinners to Repen-
tance. Make full Proof hereof, and we fhall rejoice
‘to receive you as a Fellow-labourer.

¢ Olferve, You are not to ramble up and down, bat
to go where the Affiftant direts, and there only.”

et him then read and carefully weigh what is con-

tained therein, and fee whether he can agree to them,
or no. '

If he can, let him come to the next Conference ;

where, after Examination, Fafling and Prayer, he may
be received into full Connetion with us, by giving him
the Minutes infcribed thus

¢ 80 long as you freely confent to, and earneftly en-
deavour to walk by thefe Rules, we fhall rejoice to ac-
knowledge you as a Fellow-labourer.”

Mean time, let none exhortin any of our Societies
without a Note of Permiffion from the Affiftant. Let
every Exhorter take care to have this renewed yearly.
And let every Affiftant rigoroufly infift upon it.

Q. 61. How canwe provide for worn-out Preach-
ers? -

A. Thofe that can preach a fittle may be fupernu-
merary Preachers where there is moft need. As for:
thofe who cannot preach at all,

1. Let every travelling Preacher contribute a/f o
Gainea yearly at the Conference.

2. Let cvery one when firft received as a travelling
‘Preacher, pay oneGuinea.

‘ 3. Let
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3. Lét this be lodged in the Hands of the Stewards
approved of by the Majority of the Preachers. =~

4. The prefent Stewards are Jossrn Cownryx and
Joux Murrin.

5. Oat of this let Provifion be made, firlt for the
worn-out Preachers, then for the Widows and Childsen
of thofe that are dead. .

6. Every worn-out Preacher fhall receive at leaft sex
Pound; a Year.

7. Every Widow of a Preacher fhall receive yearly
during her Widowhood (if fhe wants it) a Sum not ex-
ceoding 2es Pounds. :

8. Every Child left by a Preacher fhall receive once
for all, a Sum not ufually exceeding ten Pounds,

9. Bat none is intitled to any Thing from this Fund,
till he has fubfcribed tavs Guineas.

10. Nor any Perfon from the Time he ceafes (un-
lefe worn-out) to be a Travelling Preacher :

11, Norany who neglefls paying his Subfeription
for four Years together. ° o

12. Let every Preacher, who does not bring or fend
his Subfcription tp the Conferences, be fined favo Shil-
lings and Sixpence.

13. This Fund is never to be reduced to lefs than an
Hundred Pounds, -

14. Let a Committee be chofen to fee thefe Rules
duly execated. The prefent Committee are,

‘Peter Faco. Fobn Powfon.

Duncan Wright, Fames Oddie,

Thomas Hanty. Thbomas Olivers.

Robert Roberts: Yobn Helion.

Alexander Mather.  Chrifiopher Hopper, '’ -
Thomas Fobnfon. :

1. Let 2n exact Account of all Receipts and Dife
burfements be produced at the Conference, o

' Q.62. How may the Wives of the Travelling Preach-

ers be provided for ? C
4. If a Preacher marries hand-over-head, he maft
provide for himfelf. Asto the reft, we cannot bat
obferve many Inconveniences have arifen, from the
: prefent
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prefent Method of providing for the Wives of the Preach-
ers. Thofe who are moft proper for feveral Places,
cannot be fent thither becaufe they are married, And
if they are fent, the People look upon them with an evil

- Eye, becaufe they are burdened by their Families,

In order to remedy thefe Inconveniences. let it be con-
fidered, 1. What each Circuit can contribute: z. How
many Wives are to be provided for: (Their Children
are provided for where they are.) 3. By what Cir-
cuits ? By this Means whether the Preachers in any

- particalar Circuit are married or fingle, it makes no

difference : So that any Preacher may be fent to any
Circuit, without any Difficulty.

Q. 63. How many Circuit: are there now ?

4. Three and thirty in England, Ten in Ireland,

- 'Three in Wales, Two in Scetland, and Two in Ame-

" rica.”

Q. 64. Are our Preaching houfes fafe ¥

4. Notall: for fome of them are not fettled on Truf-
tees.. Several of the Truftees for cthers are dead.
" Q.65. What then isto bedone ?

A. 1. Letthe furviving Truftees choofe others without
delay. 2. Lét thofe who have Debts on any of the

Houfes, give a Bond to fettle them, as foon as their

Debt is paid.

Q_66. Inwhat Form may an Houfe be fettled ?

A. In the following :

¢ This Indenture made
¢ between B, Heap of Mancheficr, in the County of
(10 on the one Part, and Tho. Philips, Hatter,
o '&9¢, on the other Part, WiinesckTu, That in Con-.
o fideration cf Iive Shillings, lawful Money of Great

- 8¢ Britain, by the faid7. P. &c. to the faid B. H. truly

¢ paid, before the Sealing and Delivery hereof (the
s Receit whereof the faid B. H. doth hereby acknow-

* 4 ledge) and for divers other Confiderations him there-

¢ unto moving, the faid B. H. hath granted, bar-

¢ gained, and fold; and by thefe Prefents doth grant,

¢ bargain and fell unto the faid 7. P. &c. their eir:1
' : © % an
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and Afligns for ever, All that lately erefted Houfe
or Tenement, with the Ya:d thereunto adjoining,
fituate near the upper End of Market-fireet Lane in
Manchefler aforefaid, now in the Tenure or Occu-
pation of 7. Woolfinden ; together with all the Ways,
Drains, Walls, and Privileges to the faid Premifes,
or any Past thereof appertaining, as the fame were

-purchafed of §. Hope, of Manchefer aforefaid, Brick-

layer, before the faid Houfe or Tenement was built ;
and all the Profits thereof, and all the Right, Title
and Intereft, in Law and Equity. To vave awD
T0 HOLD the faid Houfe or Tenement, Yard and
other Premifes, to the faid 7. P. &c. their Heirs,
and Afligns for ever: NEVERTHELE upon fpecial
Truft and Confidence, and to the Intent, that they
and the Survivors of them, and the Truftees for the

" Time being, do and fhall permit 7. Wefley, late of

Lincoln Coll. Oxford, Clerk, snd fuch other Perfons
as he fhall from Time to Time appoint, and at all
Times, during his natoral Life, 2nd no other Pesfons,
to have and enjoy the free Ufe and Benefit of the
faid Premifes; that the faid 7. Wefley, and fuch
other Perfons ashe appoints, may therein preach and
expound Gop’s holy Word : and after his Deceafe,
upon farther Truft and Confidence, and to the Intent
that the faid Truftees and the Survivors of them, and
the Truftees for the Time being, do and fhall per-
mit Charles Wefley, late of Chrift Church Coll. Oxf.
Clerk, and fuch other Perfons as he fhall from
Time to Time appoint, during his Life, and fo
others, to have and ‘enjoy the faid Premifes for the
Purpofes aforefaid : and after his deceafe, upon fir-
ther Truft and Confidence, and to the Intent that
the faid 7. P. &c. or the major Part of them, or
the Survivors of them, and the major Part of the
Truftees of the faid Premifes, for the Time bei:F,
fhall from Time to Time, .and at all Times for
ever thereafter, permit fuch Perfons as. thall .be.ap-

_pointed at the Yearly Conference of the People
called Methodifts, in London, Brifial or. Leeds, and

“ no
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* no others, to have and enjoy the faid Premifes, for
# the Purpofes aforefaid : Provided always, that the
¢ faid Perfons preach no other Dolirine than is contained
¢ in Mr W 's Notes upon the New Teflament, and four
8 Volumes of Sermons :xProvided alja, that they preach in
¢ the faid Houft at leafi cne Evening in every Week, and
 atFive o’ Clock on each Morning follewing?And upen
¢ farther Truft and Confidence, that as often as any
¢ of thefe Truftees, or of the Truftees for the Time
¢ being fhall die, or ceafe to be a Member of the Society
¢ commonly called Methodifis, the reft of the faid Trof-
. tees, or of the Truftees for the Time being, as foon
. ¢ as conveniently may be, fhall and may choofe ano-
¢¢ ther Truftee, or Truftees; in order to keep up the
¢ Number of nine Truftees for ever. InWitnefs whereof
s the faid B. H. hath hereunto fet his Hand and Seal
¢¢ the Day and Year firft above written.” .
In this Form the firft Proprietors of the Houfe are
to make it over to five, feven or nine Truftees. -

Q.67. Butis this Form a fafe one? Should we not .

have the Opinion of a Couscil upon it ?
. A. I think this would be throwing Money away.
- 1. Becaufe this Form was drawn up by three eminent
Counfellors: but, 2.It is the Way of almoft every
Lawyer, to blame what another has done. Therefare
youcannot at all infer, that they tbink a Thing wrong
becaufe they /zy fo. 3. Ifthey did in reality think it
“wrong, this would not prowe that it wasfo. 4. If
there was (which I do not believe) fome Defet therein,
who would go to law with the Body of Merbodifis 7 .
And ifthey did, wouald any Coart in Englaud put them
out of Pyfzffion ? Efpecially when the Istent of the Deed
was plain and undeniable.

Q. 68. Is any Thing farther advifable with regard

to Building ?
A. 1.Build all Preaching houfes, if -the Groand
- will admit, in the Oftogon Form. Itis beft for the
Voice, and on many Accounts more commodious than
* any other. 2. Letthe Roof rifconly one :hil;d OS t:e
readth :
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Breadth : This is the true Proportion. 3. Have enow
Windows and Doors; And let all the Windows be
fathed, opening downward. 4. Let there be no tub-
Pulpit; but a fquare Proje@tion, with along Seat be-
hind. 5. Let there be no Backs to the Seats, which
fhould have Ifles on each fide, and be parted in the
middle by a Rail ranning all along, to divide the
Men from the Women.

. Q. 69. Is there any Exception to the Rule, “ Let
¢ the Men and Women fit apart ?”

4. In_thofe Galleries where they have always fat
together, they may do fo fill. But let them fit apart
every where below, and in all new-erefted Galleries.

Q.70. What can be done, to- make the Merbodifs
fenfible of the Excellency of Kingfuwod School ?

A. 1. Let every Affiftant read the following Ac-
count of it yearly in every Society. II. Let every
Preacher earneftly exhort all Parents, that are able to
‘fead their Children thither, and be a¢ the Pains to
anfwér all their Obje®tions, and refate a)l the Lie
they may have heard about it. ‘

‘1. The Wifdom and Love of Gop have now thraft

oat a large Number of Labourers into his Harvek;
‘Men who defire nothing on Earth but to promote
the Gloty of Gop, to fave their own Souls, and them
that hear them. And thofe to whom they minif-
ter {piritual Things, willingly minifter to them of -
their carnal Things; fo that they have Food to eat mn
Raiment to pat em, and are comtent therewith. :
" 2. A competent Provifion is likewife made for the
Wives of married Preachers, Thefe alfo lack no-
thing ; having a weekly Allowance, over and above
for their little Children; fo that neither they wor
their Hufbands need be carefid about many Things,
but may waitupon the Lord without Diftradtion.

3. Yet one confiderable Difficulty lies on thofe who
have Boys, when they grow too big to be under
their Mother’s Dire&tion. Having no Father to go-
vern -and inftruét them, they are expofed to 2 ti}ou&

: an
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fand Temptations. To remedy this, we have a
School on purpofe for them. wherein they have all
the Inflruétron they are capable of, together with all
Things needful for the Body, Clothes only excepted.
And it may be, if Goo profper this Labour of Love,
they will have thefe too fhortly.

4. In whatever View we look upon this, it is one
of the noblet Charities that can be conceived. How
reafonable is the Inftitution ? Is it fit that the Chil-
dren of thofe who leave Wife, Home, and all that
is dear, to fave Souls from Death, fhould want what
is necdful cither for Soul or Body.? Ought not we
to fupply what the Parent cannot, becaufe of his
Labours in- the Gofpel? How excellent are the Ef-
feQts of this Inftitation ? The Preacher eafed of this
Weight, can the more chearfully go on in his La-

-bour. "And perhaps many of thefe Children may
hereafter fill up the Place of thofe that fhall ref from
their Labours.

f. It is not firange therefore, confidering the Ex-
cellence of this Defign, that Satan fhould have taken
much Pains to defeat it: particularly by Lies of
every Kind, which were plentifully invented and
handed about for feveral Years, even by fome of our
Preachers. But Truth now prevails, and its Adver.
faries are put to Silence. Itis well known that the
Children want nothing ; that they fcarce know what
Sicknefs means; that they are well infirutted in.
whatever they are capable of learning; that they are
carefully and tenderly governed; and that the Be-
haviour of all in the Houfe, elder and younger, is as
becometh the Gofpel of Chrifi.

6. But the Expence of fuch an Undertaking is very
large: fo that although we have at prefent but
thirteen or fourteen poor Children, we are continu-
ally running behind, notwithftanding the yearly Sub-
fcription made at London and Briffol. The beft Means.
we could think of at our late Conference to fupply
the Deficiency is, once a Year to defire the Aflift-
ance of all thofc in every Place who with well tltxo

<
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the Work of Gop ; all who long to fee Sinners con=
verted to Gopo, and the Kingdom of Curist fet np
inall the Earth, -

7. All of you, who are thus minded, have an Op-
portunity now of fhewing your Love to the Gofpel,
Now promote, as far asin you lies, one of the no-
bleft Charities in the World. Now forward, as you
are able, one of the moft excellent Defigns that ever _
was fet on foot in this Kingdom. Do what you can
to comfort the Parents, who give up their all for
you, and to give their Children caufe to blefs you.
You will be no poorer for what you do on fuch
an Occafion. Gop is a good Pay-mafter. And you
know, in doing this, you Jend unto the Loro: In due
Time ue fball pay you again.

Q. 71. Buthow can we keep it out of Debt, which
never was done yet ? )

4. Let a Colleftion be made for it the Sunday be-
fore or after Midfummer, in every Preaching-houfe,
great and fmall, throughout England, Scotland, and
Ireland. '

Q.72. How may we raife a General Fund ?
4. By a Yearly Subfcription to be propofed by
every Affiftant when he vifits the Claffes at Cbrifimas,
“and received at the- Vifitation following.
To this End he may then read and enlarge upon
the following Hints in every Society. -
- 1, Within thefe twelve or fifteen Years fever
of our Brethren in various Parts, having no Room
which would contain the Congregation, by the Ad-
vice of the Preachers have built Houfes for Preach-
ing, capable of containing the ufual Number of Hear-
ers: But this has neceflarily involved themin large
Debts. Their Debt at Halifax, for Inftance, amounted
two or three Years ago to Two Hundred Pounds:
That at Leeds to more than Three Hundred Pounds :
That at Mancbefier to Three Hundred and fifty Pounds
That at Liwverpoo/ to Four Hundred Pounds. So
that the whole Debt contrated by Building was, I
, apprehend

’
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apprehend, little fhort of Four Thoufand Pounds. This
the Societies to whom thofe Houfes belong, are by
no Means able to pay : But the whole Body of Me-
thodifts joining together can do it without Inconve-
nience. Only let them chearfully exert on fo prefling

an Occafion the Ability which Goo hath given them.

2. Butthere is a greater Difficulty than this. Where
there are Houfes, there are not Preachers. - Though
the Harvelt is plenteous, the Labourers are few. And
what can we do for a Supply? We cannot purchafe
them for Money: We cannot hire, or make them.
Gop alone cando this. And He has in fome mea-
fure done it already. In feveral Parts of England there
are local Preachers, who have both Gifts and
Graces equal to thofe of moft Itinerants. ¢ Why
s« then do they not travel ” They are willing fo to
do: But they are afraid of bringing a Scandal upon
the Gofpel : Becaufe, they have contradted Dei?s,
which, though very fmall, they are not yet able to
pay. So they are bound Hand and Foot: But fhall
We fuffer this ? Shall we not fet them at Liberty ?
We cannot buy a Preacher for Ten thoufand Pounds :
but we may releafe one for Tenor Twelve. Can any
Money be better beftowed? Let us, in the Name

of God, fend thefe Labourers into his Harveft!| Men.

who defire only to give their Bodies, Souls, Time,
All, for Him that was given for us.

3. But ftill how fhall we fead them into thofe Parts,
where they are moft of all wanted ? Suppofe the North-
Weit of Ireland, and the North of Scotlend ? Many
are willing to hear; but not to bear the Expence.
Nor can it as yet be expeted of them: ftay till

the Word of God has touched their Hearts, and then

they will gladly provide for them that preach it.
Does it not lie upon s, in the mean Time, to fupply
their lack of Service? To raife a General Fund out
of which from time to time that Expence may be de-’
frayed ? By this Means, thofe who willingly. offer
themfelves may travel thro' every Part, whether there
arc Societics or not, and fay wherever there is a t?Iall,

without
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withoot being burdenfom to any. Thus may the.Gof-
pel, in the Life and Power thereof, be fpread from-Sea
to Sea. Which of you will not rejoice to throw in .
your Mite to promote this glorious Work ?

4. « It is trae, when Want of Money to defray the
Expence is removed, another Hindrance will often
arife. Satan will ftir up his trufty Servants, to fight
left his Kingdom be deftroyed. " But is there no Way
to quell riotous Mobs, even when Magiftrates will
pot do their Duty ? There is one and only one Way :
Move the King’s Bench for an Information againft
them. This is a Way which has never fai'ed us yet.

.No, not in a fingle Inftance. The only Obje&ion is
the Expence. A Suit in the Kirg’s Bench ufually cofts
fifty or fixty Pounds. But if we all join Hand and
Heart together, cannot we make this eafy too? Can-
notwe raife a Common Stock which fhall fuffice for
this as well as for the preceding Purpofes? By the
Blefing of God we can. And who would not gladly
contribute toward it ? ;

5. Let then every Member of our Society in Eng-
land, omce a Year, .fet his Shoulder to the Work;
coatributing more or lefs as Gop has ﬂprofpered him,
at the Lady-Day Vifitatien of the Clafles. Let none
be excluded from -giving fomething, be it a Penny,
a Half-penny, a Farthing. Remember the Widow's
two Mites | And let thofe who are able to give Shil-
lings, Crowns, and Pounds, do it willingly. The
Money contributed will be brought to Leeds, Brifiol, .
or London, at the enfuing Conference. Two Thirds of
it at leat will be alloted for thofe public Debts
which call the loudeft. The reft will be partly em-
ployed in fetting at Liberty fuch local Preachers as
are tied down by fmall Debts; partly referved for
propagating the Gofpel, where there are none to bear
the Expences of the Preacher.

6. Men and Brethren, Help! Was there ever 2
Call like #bis, fince yon firft heard the Gofpel-Sound ?
Help to relieve your Companions in the Kingdom
of Jesus, who are preft above Meafure, & Bear ye

one
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one another's Burdens, and fo fulfil the Law of

Curist.” Help to fend forth able, willing Labourers
into your Loro’s Harveft :'So fhall ye be affiftant in
faving Souls from Death, and hiding a Mulitade of
Sins. Help to fpread the Golpel of your Salvation
into the remoteft Corners of the Kingdom, till ¢ the
Knowledge of our Lorp fhall cover the Land, as the
Waters cover the Sea.”™ Help to deliver the Poor out
of the Hand of the Oppreffor, to- procure them the
Blefiings which we erjoy: So fhall it appear to our-
felves, and all Men, that we are indeed one Body,
united by one Spirit; fo fhall the baptized Heathens
be yet again conflraired to fay, ¢¢ Sece how thefe
«¢ Chriftians love one another.”

The Money received is to be brought by the Af-
fitants to the next Conference. .

Q. 73. Bat no:withftanding all that has been con-
tributed and paid, we are ftill Six thoufand nine hundred
and ffty eight Ponnas in Debt.  So that we gain no
ground, What can be done? How can we prevent
the Increafe of Debt?

A. By putting an abfolute flop to all Building for
the enfuing Year. Let no new Houle be built, no Ad-
dition or Alteration be made in any. old one, unlefs the
Propofers thereof can and will defray the whole Ex-
penceof it.

Q. 74. What can be done inorder to pay the old
Debt?

A. 1. Give a Note to each Affiftant, fpecifying the
Debts, toward which the Money colle&ted in each Cir-
cuit next Year is to be paid.

2. Let each Afiftant encourage the People in each
Place, like thofe in Birmingbam, to make a Pufh to-
ward paying off their own Debt.

3. Let whatever is contributed in any Circuit, be

aid away in that Circuit, as long as any Debt re-
mains therein. .

4. Let whatever is contributed in any fingle Place,

which is in Debt, pay that as far as it will go.

§. Let
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S. Let whatever is contributed in the Circolts which

" are out of debt, be prodaced at the Conference.

- 6. Letustrywlmhu asy Pmofnmaybepudoﬂ’
Annuitics. .
Q. 75. What i the ft&ﬂ: Wayofleavmg a Legacy
for any charitable Pu 30
A. To leave it abf tely ¢o a Perfon they can con«
fide in.
96. What is the Method wherein we qﬁnﬂy
¢:ee(¢ll in our Conferences ? pro-
A. We inquire,
1. What Prcachets are adwitted ?
What remein on Trial ?
Who are admitted on Trial ? and
Who 4efiff from Tnvellmf
ear?

2. Who a&t as 4ffiffants
3. Are there any @:ge&msw any of the Preachers?
(who are named one by one.)

4. How are the Preachers thuoned this Year?
- 4« What Numbers are in the Society ?
6. What is the Kingsavoed Colle@ion ?
7 What is contributed toward the Debt ? -
. How was this expended ?
9 What is contributed toward the Preachers Fund ?
10. What Demands-are there upon it ?
brl t. How many Preachers lees are to be provided
?
12. By what Secietics ?
13. Where and when may our next Conference begin ?
Q. 77. What Power is it which you exercife over
both Preachers and People?
4. Count Zinzendorff loved to keep all Tlnnga chfe.
I love to do all Things openly. [ will therefore tell
all I know of the Matter, taku\g it from the very x

gmmn

{n November 1738, two or three Perfons, who de-
ﬁred to flee from the Wrath te come, and then feven or
cight mere came to me in Lomkw, and defired me to
advife and pray with them. I.{aid, ¢ If you will meet
¢ on Thurfday Night 1 will hdpyou as well as I can.’
‘More and more then defired to meet with them, till N
were hmaﬁnl to many ‘Hundreds. The Cafe was

, C aftcwardo
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afterwards the fame at Briflel, Kingraveod, Newcafile,
and many othes Pasts of Englaad, Scotland and Jreland,
It may be obferved the Defire was on sheir Part, not
mive, "My Defire was to live and die in Retirement.
But 1 did not fee that I could refufe them my Help, and
be guiltlefs before Gon.

ere commenced my Power, namely, a Power to

appoint awébex, and wbere, and boxv they thould meet ;
and to remove thofe whofe Lives (hewed that they had
no Defite to flee from the Wrath to come. And this
Power remained the fame, whether the People meeting
together were Twelve, Twelve Hundred, ar Twelve
Thoufand. o .
, 2. In a few Days fome of them faid, ¢ Sir, we will
- ¢ not fit under you for nothing. We will fubfcribe
e quarterly.” 1 faid, ¢ I will bave nothing, for I want
¢ nothing. My Fellowtip fupplies me with all, and
¢ more than I want.” One replied, * Nay, but you
¢ want One bundred and fifieen Pounds to pay for ‘the
¢ Leafe of the Foundery, And likewife a large Sum of
¢« Money will b¢ wanting to pat it into repair.” On this
Confideration I fuffered them to fybfcribe.  And when
the Society met, I atked, * Who will take the Trouble
s of receiving this Money, and paying it where it is
« geedful?®  One faid, I will dot, and keep the
¢ Account for you.” So here was the firlt Stzavard.
Afterwards I defired one or two more to help me as
Stewards, and in procefs of ume a greater Number.

. Let it be remasked, it was I myf, not the Pespl,
who chbofe thefe Stewards, and appointed to each the-
diftia@ Work wherein he was to help me, as long as [

defired. And hercin I bagan to exercife anpthes fort

of Pewyr, namely, that of appointing and rempving

Stewards.

. 3. After a Time a young Man came, 7. Maxfid/d,
and faid he defired to belp me as a Son in the Gofpel.
Soon after came a fecond, Themas Rickards, and a third,
Thomas Wefial. Thefe feverglly defired to ferve me as
Sons, and to labour when and where I thould direét.
©Oébferve, Thefe likewils defired me; not I them. Byt I
dusft not refufe their Afliftance, And here commenced
By Powsr, to appoint each of thefe when, abere and

by
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o to tabour: that is, while he chofc to continue with
me : For each had a Fower to go away when he
pleafed: As I had alio to go away from them, or any
of them, if I faw fufficient Canfe. The Cafe conti-
nued the fame when the Number of Preachers increafed.
I had juft the fame Power fill, to appoint awken, and
avbere and bow each fhould help me, and to tell any,
if [ faw caufe, ** 1 do not defire your Help any longer.”
On thefe Terms, and no other, we joined at firft : On
thefe we continue joined. But they do me no favour
in being directed by me. It is troe, * My Reward is
® with the Lorp.” But at prefent I have nothin
from it bat Trouble and Care, and often a Burden %
fcarce know how to bear.
. 4. In 1744 1 wrote to feveral Clergymen, and to
all who then ferved me as Sons in the Gofpel, defiting
them to meet me ia Londsm, to give me their Advice
concerning the beft Method of carrying on the Work
of Goo. Tey did not defire this Meeting, but 7 did,
" . knowing that in @ Multitude of Counfellors there is fafety.
And when their Number intreafed, fo that it was nei-
ther needful nor convenient to-invite them all, for feve-
ral Years I wrote to thofe with whom I defired to con-
fer, and thefe onlymet at the Place appointed ; till at
‘length I gave a general' Permiffion that all who defired
 mipht come. .
Obferve, 1 myfelf fent for thefe of my own free
Choice ; and I fent for them to advife, not gowerns me.
Neither did I at any of thofe Times diveR myfelf of
any Part of that Power above defcribed, which the
Providence of Gop had ¢aft upon me, without dny’
Defign or Choice of mine. N
What is that Power ? 1t is a Power of admitting inty
and excluding from the Societies under my Care. Of
choofing and removing Steawards, of receiving or not-
rtcelving Helpers; of appointing them avben, awbere and
bow to 'ielp me; and of defiring any of them to meet
me when I fee good. And as it was merely in Obedi- -
epce to thz Providence of Gop, and for the Good of
the People, that T at firft accepted this Power, which I
never fought, nay an hundred Times laboured to throw -
off; foitic bu 1. fame Confiderations, not for Profit,
Honoar or Pleafure, that I ufe it at this Day.
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5. But feveral Geatlemen are much offended at my
-having fo much Power. My Anfwer to them is this,

I did not feek any Part of this Power : It came apon
me unawares. But when it was come, not daring to

- bury that Talent, I ufed it te the beft of my Judg-
ment.

Yet I never was fond of it. I always did, and do
now bear 1t as my Burden; the Burden which Gopo
lays upon me, and therefore I dare not yet lay it down.

But if you can tell me any one, or any five Men, to

whom [ may transfer this Barden, who ca» and «wi¥/
do juft what I do now, I will heartily thank both
Them and You. -
. 6. But fome of our Helpers fay, ¢« This is Shackling
* fresborn Englifbmen;™ and demand a free Confe-
rence ; that is, A Meeting of all the Preachers, wherein
all Things fhall be determined by moft Votes.

I anfwer; It is poflible after my Death fomething of
this Kind may take Place. But not while [ live. "To

- me the Preachers have engaged themfelves to fubmit, to
& ferve me as Sons in the Gofpel.™ Bat they are not
. #hus engaged to any Man, or Number of M¢n befides,
To me the People in general will fubmit, But they
will not yet fubmit to any, other.

it is Nonfenfe then to call my ufing 1dis Power,

" Shacklinj freeborn Engliomen.” - None needs to fub- -
u

mit to it unlefs he awi//; {o there is no Shackling in the
Cafe. Every Preacher, and every Member, may leave
me when he pleafes. But while he choofes to fay, it is
on the fame Terms that he joined me at frff.

¢« But this is arditrary Posver; this is no kfs than
s making yourfelf a Pope '

- If by arbitrary Power you mean a Power which I
exercife fingle, without any Collegues therein, this is
certainly true: Bat I fee no hurtin it. Arbitrary in
this Senfe is a very harmlefs Word.  1f you mean, Us-
Jofl, unreafonabie, Or tyrannical, then it is not true.

As to the other Branch of the-Charge, it carries no
Face of Truth. The Pope affirms that every Chriftian
muft do all he bids, aud believe all he fays, ander pain
of Damnation. I never affirmed any thing that bears
any, the moRt diflant Refemblance to this.  All 'lﬁ:f-

'm
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- firm is, © The Preachers who choofe to labour with
¢ me, choofe to ferve me 2s Sons in the Gofpel.” And
4: the People who choofe to be under my Care, choofe
4 to be fo on the fame Terms they were at firft.”

Therefore all talk of this Kind is highly injurious to
sme, who bear this Burden merely for your Sakes. And
it is exceeding mifchievous to the People, tending s
confound their Underftandings, and to fill their Hearts
with evil Surmifings and unkind Tempers towards e,
To whom they really owe more, for taking all this
Load upon me, for exercifing this very Poawer, for
fhackling myfelf in this Manner, than for all my Preach-
3ng put together. Becaufe preaching twice or thrice a
Day is no Burden to me at all: But the Care of all the
Preachers and all the People, is a Burden indeed !

Q. 78. What can be done in order to the future
Oaion of the Methodifis ? :

A. On Friday, Augufl 4, 1769, Mr Wefley read in the
Conference the following Paper. ,

1. I'T has long been my Defire, that all thofe Mi-
nifters of our Church, who believe and preach Salva-
tion by Faith, might cordially agree between them- -
felves, and not hinder, but help ome another. After
occafionally prefling this in private Converfation, where<
ever I had Opportunity, I wrote down my T'houghts
upon this Head, and {cat them to each in a Letten
Qut of Fifty or Sixty to whom I wrote, only Téree vouch-
fafed me an Anfwer. So I give this up. I can do no
more. They are a Rope of Sand ; and fuch they will
coatinue; - .

2. But it Is atherwife with the Traveling Preackers in
our Conne&ion> You are at prefent One Body. ¥ou
a® in Concert with each other, and by united Loun-
fels. And now’ is the Time to confider what/can be
;l::e, in order to comtitue 'this Union? 1 ee;l', as

as [ live, there will be nogreat Diffiedlty: I am,
-nndge'r Gon, a Centre of Union to all our trewvelling, as
well as /Jocal Preachers. - ,

They dll know me and my Commagnicsion, They

all love me for my Work's Sake : and therefore, wer;

‘€ 3 &
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“it only out of Regard to me, they will continue con-
nelted with each other. But by what Means may this
Conneltion be prefeived, when Gop removes me from

you ? '

! 3. [ take it for granted, it cannot be preferved, by
any Means, between thofe who have not a fingle Eye.
Thofe who aim at any Thing but the Glory of Gop,
and the Salvation of Men; who defire, or feek any
carthly Thing, whether Honous, Profit, or Eafe, wilt
not, eannot continue in the Conneftion; it will not an-
fwer their Defign. Some of them, perhaps a fiurth of
the whole Number, will precure Preferment in the
Church. Others will turn Independents, and get fepa-
rate Congregations, like Fobn Edwwards and Charles
Skelton. Lay your Accounts with this. and be not fur-
prifed if fome you do not fufpe be of this Number.

4. But what Method can be taken to preferve a firm
“Union between thofe who choofe to remain together ?

Perhaps you might take fome fuch Steps as thefe : -

On Notice of my Death, let all the Preachers in
England and Ireland repair to Londen within Six Weeks,

Let them feek Gop by folemn Fafting and Prayer.

Let them draw up Articles of Agreement, to be

~ figned by thofe who choofe to act in Concert.

Let thofe be difmiffed who do not choofe it, in the
-moft friendly manner poffible.

Let them choofe, by Votes, a Commistee of Three,
Five, or Seven, each of whom is to be Moderator in
his Turn. : : ’

Let the Committee do what I do now: Propofe
Preachers to be tried, admitted, or- excluded: Fix the
Place of each Preacher for the enfuing Year, and the
Time of the next Conference. .

5. Can any Thing be done now, in Order to lay a
Foundation for this future Union ?} - Would it nos be
well, for any that are willing, to fign fome Articles of
Agreement before Gop calls me hence? Suppofe
fomething like thefe:

¢ We, whofe Names are underwritten, being tho-
e roughly convinced of the Neceflity of a clofe Union
¢ between thofe whom Gob is pleafed to ufe as Inftiu-

 ments
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" # ments in this glorious Work. in order to preferve thig

¢ Union between ourfelves, are refolved, Gop being
¢ oar Helper, )

@ 1. To dewote ourfelves entirely to Gop ; denying our-
« felves, taking up our Crofs daily, fteadily aiming at
** one Thing, 2o fawve our own Souls, and them that hear
LU TR ) N
-« I, To preach the o/d Methodiff Dofirines. and no
¢ othet; contained in the Minutes of the Conferences.
~ « 1II. To obferve and enforce the whole Merludifi
“ Difcipline, Yaid down in the faid Minutes.”

. 7g. What can be done in order to revive the
Work of Goo where it is decayed ?

4: 1. See that no Circuit be at any Time without
Preachers. ‘Therefore let no Preacher who does not at-
tend the Conference, leave the Circuit at that Time on
any Pretence whatever. This is the moft improper
Time in the whole Year. Let every Afiiftant fee to
this, and require each of thefe to remain in.the Circuit
till the new Preachers come.

Let not all the Preachers in any Circuit come to the
Conference. .

Let thofe who do come, fet out as late as poffible,

" and retarn as foon as poffible.

2. Be more diligent in Field-preaching. The want
of preaching abroad, and of preaching in new Places,
has greatly damped the Work of Goo.

3. Wherever we have a large Preaching-houfe at
one Eund of a great Tewn, let us preach Abroad at the
other End of it, every Sundzy Morning at leaft,

4. Be more diligent in Morning-preachidg, where~
ever you can have twenty Hearers. ooon

. Be more a&tive in difperfing the Books : particus
htlsy the Sermon on the Good Steward, on In-being Sin;
the Revemtance of Believers, and the Scrivture Way of
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. », Exhort the Leaders of Bands to fheak to thofe -
with them in the clofeft manner poffible.

8. Encourage all at the public Meeting of the Bands
to fpeak with all opennefs and fimplicicy.

9. Let a Faft be obferved in all our Societies on the
1aft Friday in September, and on the Friday after New
Year's Day, after Lady-day, and after Midfummer-day.

10. Wherever you can, ufe Intercefion on Friday,
and recommend Faffing both by Precept and Example.

11. Be confcientioufly exa& in the whole Methodift
Difcipline. And that you may underftand it, read over
carefully The Plain Account of the People called Metbo-
&Jts, and the feveral Minutes of the CoNFERENCES.

" 12. Beware of Formality in Singing, or it will creep
in upon us unawares, Is it not creeping in already, by
thofe complex Tunes which it is fcarce pofiible to fing
with Devotion? Such is ¢ Praife ye the Loao ye
o blefled ones:™ Such the long quavering Hallelujab
annexed to the Morning Song-Tune, which I defy any
Man: living to fing devoutly, The repeating the fame
Word fo often, (but efpecially while another repeats
different Words, the horrid -Abufe which runs throagh
the modern Church Mufic) as it fhocks all common
Senfe, fo it neceffarily brings in dead Formality, and
Aas no more of Religion in it than a Lazcabire Horn-

pre. Befide, that it is a flat Contradi&tion to our -
oRrD’ )

s Command, ¢ Ufe not vain Repetitions.”
For what is vain Repetition, if this is not? WhatEnd
of Devotion does it ferve? Again, Do not fuffer the
People to fing too flow. This naturally tends to For-
maliy, and is brought in by thofe who have very
frong, or very weak Voices. Is it not poflible, that
all the Meshodifts in the Nation fhould fing equally
quick ? Why ould not the Afitant e that they be
taught to fing in every large Socicty ? And do this in
fuch a Manner, as to obviate the ill Efefls which.
might otherwife fpring therefrom ?

13. Which of us * fafts every Friday in'the Year?
Which of us fafts at all? Does not this fhew the pre-
fent Temper of onr Miads, (though not of all) foft and

. , .. omnerved }
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nnnerved ? How then can we advance the Work of
Goo, though we may preach- bud and hng enough ?
Here is the Root of the Evil. Hence the Work of
Gob droops ; few are convinced, few juftified, few of
our Brethren fan&tified ! Hence more and more doubit .
if we are to be fantified at all till Death : I mean
fan&ified throughout, faved from all Sin, perfelied in
Love. That we may all fpeak the fame Thing, 1 atk
once for all, Shall we defend this Perfe&tion or give it
vp? You all agree to defend it; meaning thereby, aa
we did from the Beginning, Salvation from all Sim, by
the Love of Gop and our Neighbour filling the Heart.
The Papifts {ay, ¢ This cannot be attained till we have
*¢ been a fufficient Time in Purgatory.” The Digfénters
fay, * Nay, it will be attained as foon as the Soul and
“ Body part.” The OX Metbodifls faid, ** It may be
*- attained before we die: A Moment after is too late.”
Is it foor no? You are all agreed, we may be faved
from all Sia before Death. The Subfance then is fet-.
tied. But as to the Circumftance, Is the Change in.
fantaceous or gradual ? It is both one and the other,’
..Frsom the Moment we are juftified, there may be a
" * gradwal Sanflification or a growing in Grace, a daily
‘Advance in the Knowledge and Love of Gon. And.
if Sin ceafe before Death, there muft in the Nature of
the Thing be an inflantaneous Change. There muft:
be a Iaft Moment whecin it does exift, and a firt Mo-
ment wherein it does not.  But thould we in preachin
infift on both one and the other? Certainly we -
infit on the gradsal Clange; and that earneftly and:
continually. And are there not Reafons why we thould
infift on the Infantancoxyalfo ? 1f there be fuch a blefled.
Change before Death, fhou!d we not encqprage all Be-
lievers to expelt it? Aud the rather, becaufe conflant
Experience fhews, the more earneftly they expet th's,
the more fwifily and fteadily does the gradual Work of
Gob go on in their Souls.” The more watchful they are
aoainit all Sin. the more care ul to orow in Grace. the
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ever this Expe&ation ceafes. They are faved By Hopes
by this Hope of a total Change faved with 2 gradaally
ncreafing Salvation. Deftroy (this Hope, and that
Salvation ftands flill ; or rather decreafes daily. There-
fore whoever would advance the gradual Change in Be-
Tievers thould ftrongly infitt upon the Inffantameous.

14. Buthow far from intire San&ification are we fill?
T'he Religion of the Metbodifis in general, is not inter-
aal, at leaft, not deep, univerfal, uniform ; but fuper=~
ficial, partial, eneven. And what Pains do we take to
make itotherwife? Do we vifit from Houfe to Honfe,
according to the Plan laid down in the Minutes? Have
you donethis ?  Mr Colley begun. But he is gone tor
Paradife. And who has trod in his Steps ?  What hin-
ders? Want of Time? Ouly (as William Pennington
faid) fpend Half the Time in rbis wifiring, which you
fpend in talking ufelefly, and you will have Time
enough. Do this, particularly in confirming and buitd-
ing up Believers. Then and not till then, the Work

the Lorp will profper in your Hands.

15. But what canwe do for the rifisg Gensration 2,
Unlefs we can take care of thefe, the pnfe‘nt Revival of
Religion will be Res anius etatis: It will lakt only the

_ Ageof a Man, Who will /aboar herein ¥ Let him that
is zealous for Gop and the Souls of Men begin now.

s 1. Spend an Hour 2 Week with the Children in
# every large Town; whether you like it or no.

_ e 2 "Talk with them every Time you fee any at home..

& 3. Pray in earneft for them.

. s 4. Diligently inftruct and vehemently exhort all:
« Parents, at their own Houfes. , ‘

« ¢ Preach exprefsly on Education, particularly at
o Midfummer, when you fpeak of Kingfawood.”

16.” Let every Preacher read carefully over the Life
of Mr Brainerd. Let us be Followoers of bim, as be was

of CHrisT, in abfolute Self-devoticn, in total Dead-
nefs to the World, and in fervent Love to Gop and:
Man. We want nothing but this. Then the World:
and the Devil muft fall under our Feet.

17. 1. Let us keep to the Church. Over and above:

all the Reafons that were. formerly given for: this, ::
. a
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a4d another mow from long Experience, They that
leave the Church leave the M ifts. The
cannot feparate us from our Brethren, the Diffenting
Minifters can and do. Therefore carefully avoid what-
ever has a Tendency to feparate Men from the Charch,
In particular, preaching at any Hoor which hinders
them from going to it. Let every 4/iflant look to this.

2. Let aﬁ the Servants in our Preaching- Houfes go ta,
Church on Sxxdgy Morning at leaft.

3. Let every Preacher go always on Susday Morning,
and when he can in the Afternoon. Gob will blefs
thofe who go on Week Days too, as often as they have
Opportunity, -

18. Take heed to your Do&trie.

We faid in 1744, ° We have leaned too much to-
“ ward Calvinifm,” Wherein ?

1. With regard to Man's Faitbfulngi. Our Lorn
himelf taught us to ufe the Exprefion. And we ought
never to be athamed of it. Weought fteadily to aflert,
on his Authority, that if a Man is not faithfal in the un«
vighteous Mamman, Gob will not give bim the trus Rickes,

2. With regard to wording for Life. This alfo our
Lozp has exprefs'y commanded us. Labour—ipydate,
litesally, aword for the Maat that endureth to sverlafling
Life. And in f2& every Believer, till he comes to Glosy,
works for as well as frem Life.

3. We have received it as a Maxim, .That <« 3 Man,
“ is to do nothing, iz onder fo Juftification : ™ Nothi
can be more falfe. Whoevar defires to find Faveur wil
Gob, thould ceafe fiom Evil, and learn to do avell, Who-
ever repents, fhowld de Wenks meet for Repentance. And
if this is ot ém awder-to find Favour, what does he do
them for ?

Review the whole. Affaiz. S

1. Who of us is sow accepted of Goo ? -

He thaz now: believes in CurisT, with a laviag obes
dient Heart.
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Nearly, if not quite.

4. Is ot this « Salvation by Works ?™
P Not by the Marit of Works, but by Works, as a Con-
dition, S

- g. What have we then been difpating about for thefe:
Thirty Years? o .

< I am afraid, about Words. -

-6. As to Merit itfelf, of which we have been fo
dreadfully afraid : We are rewarded, accor. fo our
Works, yea becaufe of our Warks. Hoiv does thie differ
from for the Mke of our Works? And'how’ differs this
from Secundum merita operwm ? As our Works deferve 2
Can you jlit this Hair ? I doubt, I cannot.

7~ The'prand Objetion to one of the preceding
" apofitibiie, is drawn from Matter of Fa&. Gop does
in Fa& juit:fv thote, who by their own Confeflion; nei-
ther feared Gop nor wronght Righteoufnefs. Is this
an Exception to the General Rule? .

It is a doubt, whether Gop makes any E: ion at
all. But how are we fure, that the Perion ia Quecftion
pever did feat Goo and work Righteoufnefs ? His own
faying fo is not Proof: For we know, how all that are
:onvi_nead of §ty, undervalue themfelves in every Re-
dpe@. . '

*?e,s. ‘Does not ‘tilking of a juffified or a fanélified State,
tend to miflead Men ¢ Alinoft naturally leading them to
truft in what was done in oneMoment? Whereas we arc
every Hout and every Moment pleafing or difpleafing
to Gep, according to oar Werks ? According to thewhole
of our inward Tempers, and our outward Behaviour,
© 19. Laftly, We tmift needs vifit from Houfe to Houe,
were it ong:o avoid Idienefs. I am afraid, we are
idle till. Do we not loiter away many Hours in every
Week: Try yourfelves. -Keef a Diary of yout Em-
hen read itover. No
dlenefvcan-confit with Growth ih Grace. -Nay, with~
.out Exa@tnefs in redesming Time, it isim le to retain
even the Life you received in Juftification.
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