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_The EpIToR to the READER.

: THE high reputation Dr. HEx-
1 rY MoRE obtained for eminent
learning and piety, in that religious age
in.which he flourifbed, gave the editor
~ ground-to hape, that this new edition of
ii:‘ Divine Dialogues would be very
acceptable to the better fiit of readers
_in this age, and’ conld give offence to
* wone. He was juftly remowned fir
great piety, and purity of manners, dur-
ing. the whole courfe of his life. He
“was-fellow of Chriff's College in Cam-
bridge diring the civil wars, and affer
the reftoration: and his works continued
. in fuch bigh reputation; long after his
deceafe, that certaingentlémen of great
pietyand liberality generoufly contributed
20 have a colledion of his. Theological’
and Philofophical ‘works tranflated into
‘Englith, ‘and printed in two volimes in -
folia, inthe reignof DQueen ANNE ;- and '
“were theight 1o have by this means dowre
great fervice to_religion. . His Dia-
hguss are deemed not iferior to any of"
- bis.works, either in the goodne[¥ of Zb&
a " Lol
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defign, or the juftne(s of redfining, v

ety e mpafin.
e defign-is to eftablifb the grand
JSoundations of all religion, the'being, and

. wmorgl perfeitionsof GOD, and to vin-
- dicate his Providence.in the permilfion.
of evil matural. and meral. “The ream
Joningsare much the fame with thoje
infiftedon by-the greatef} aufhors, both
ancient and modern; and the agreeable
_snanner Sf' delivering themis in a very
‘matural dialogue, smanaged by a variety
of chara8ers,very well maintained thro’
the whole converfation s mixed with o~
bundant humour and pleafantry, fuch as,
however now a kittle antiquated, wilk
pleafe-all that can relifh the manners of
ather ages as well as._their own, and
have fome. other ftandard of politenefs
.than the ufual chat and wit of oar. mo-
dern drawing-resms,. coffee-houfes, or
play-houfes. “Tis enough to juftify the
«ditor, that eur author is .mever men-
tioned without expreffions of efteem and

reverence by men of piety and learningy
" in theirdefences of religion and virtye;
and that even the ingenious Earl of

T Shafts-



by dwmibe- b «lmour
syt i
or; PisSummsry of Morals, -
-~ As to Juch reqders who are: w;mu-
kdmtb Hhe cml'rbverﬁe.r cf the lrarm-

Mq& ¥ialy %’Zmﬁwk Movelil-
yovce due: to miguifitive: wiinds, . their
Decsilinr *ﬂ'nhmmtt nbont fame sbfirafe
zump Goal - qwefiions reluting to the

uyand erermty-of God : and thet
w mexner wames Hhon Sir Ifaac New-
Yon-ad D Cladlee foem o Wave em-
VYriced: the fame foniiments wnith De.
More; mor -w:#ﬁm)b readers be fur-
Yrized, that, in the infancy o true na-
m philofophy wmong -ws vu Britain,

ure fomereafonings of onr anther's
Mm)dbﬁ”v: ag‘:hrjfﬁ%:e\m ifical - -
Wiony of Cartefius, - Kew menof that
uge ke more of thef®:vhings than omr
withor; but the howour of grond i mtpww-
ment's in awaturil Venowiedge was refery-
ety ‘Trov%/m Yu the. ﬁbﬁg«@nt gv‘
reration.
s 1o other ﬁealerf o - g[md fudg-
vmt, if they. t:amxmﬁ ﬁme Imle df-

foalties
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ficulties of metaﬁlyﬁcb in: the firf} dia~

bogue, they will find interfperfed fome

bﬁmz‘iﬁd Juft rety?jfn”ing;,‘ e{z’f}ft{y bgfapg-

prebended; and, in the fecond and third
 dialogueés, ’tis hoped, they will find a-

bun ./‘plea_/im'e and entertainment, as
well-as ufeful infirution. They will
-eafily fee the confiant friendly intention
toward Chriflsanity, to. warn men a-
Zainfi the corruptions, depravations, and
-abafes of that divine inftitution, and to
.remove, as far as 'tis. poffible for our
weak underfiandings, the- objections
mhich have given the greateft perplexity
o i;gzziﬁtive and ferious minds inallages.
- To fome editions- of thefe three dia-
logues, afourth and fifth are fubjoined’;
-but, as thefe were [eparately publifbed
by the awthor, and are upon [fubjelts
‘quite different, Viz. the explication of

fame obfcure fa‘rt.r of the prophetick -

-books, particularly, the Revelation; it
wa’s not thought proper to fubjoin them.
The editor fincerely wifbes thefe dia-
logues he has re-publifbed may continue
40 ferve the piaus and. worthy. inten-
.tion of the author, in promoting true
RELIGION and VIRTUE, ~
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"DIALOGUTES
CONCERNING THER

ATTRIBUTESOorGOD,
AND

PROVIDENCE

Diarocur I

PriLeTHEUS, BATHYNOUS, SOPHRON,
PurLororis, EvisToR, HyLoBa-
RES, CUPHOPHRON.

L The preference of Virtue and affurance of an
happy Immertality before the pleafures and
grandeur of this prefent world.

Ciph,. HRJ CE welcome, O Philo-
I theus, who have brought a-
long with you two fuch defirable affoci-
ates as Bathynous and Sophron. Will you
Pleafe to make a ftep up into the garden ?
Philoth. With all our hearts. There is
nothing more pleafant thefe fummer-even-
ings than ‘the cool open air. And Pl
iffure you it is very frefh here, and the
profpect very delightfome.
B Cuph.



2 Of Gop’s ATTRIBUTES.

Cuph. Methinks I envy greatnefs for
nothing fo much as their magnificent
houfes, and their large gardens and walks, .
their quarters contrived into elegant knots
adorned with the moft beautiful flowers,
their fountains, cafcades and ftatues; that
1 might be in a more fplendid capacity of
cntertaining my friends. This would be to
me no {mall prelibation of the joys of pa-
radife here upon earth.

Philoth. For my part, Cuphophron, I
think he need envy no-body who has his
heart full fraught with the love of God,
and his mind eftablifhed in a firm belief of
that unfpeakable happinefs that the vir-
tuous and pious foul enjoys in the other
ftate amongft the fiirits of juft men made
perfeéd. The firm belief of this in an in-
nocent foul is fo high a prelibation of thofe
eternal joys, that it equalizes fuch an
onc’s happinefs, if he have but the ordina-
ry conveniences of life, to that of the grea-
teft potentates. Their difference in exter-
nal fortune is as little confiderable as a fe-
midiameter of the earth in two meafures of
the higheft heaven, the one taken from the
{urface of the carth, the other from its cen~
ter: the difpropertion you know is juft no-
thing. ,

Cuph. Tt is fo. :

PrLiloth.
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Philoth. And for gratifying your friends;
they that are in a capacity of being truly
fuch, are as fully well-{atis y‘d with youror-
dinary entertainment, as if you were mafter
of the fortunes of princes. Befides that it
would be hazardous to yourfelftoliveinthat
affected {plendour you fpeak of|as it is not
altogether fafe to affeét it. For both the
defire and enjoyment of external pomp
does naturally blind the eyes of the mind,
and attempts the flifling of her higher and
more heavenly operations, engages the
thoughts here below, and hinders thofe me-
ditations that carry the foul to an anticipa-
tory view of thofe eternal glories above.

Cupb. What you fay, Philotheus, may
be, and may not be : thefe things are as
they are ufed. But I muft confefs I think
vorldly fortunes are moft frequently abu-
fed, and that there is a danger in them:
which makes me the more contented with
the ftate I am in.

Philoth. And fo you well may be, Cu-
phophron : for tho’ you will not admit you
live {plendidly, yet it cannot be denied
but that you live neatly and elegantly.
For fuch are the bedsand alleys of this [it-
tle fpot of ground: and fuch alfo that ar-
bour, if the infide be as neat as the out-

ide.
B2 - Cuph.

.



Of Gop’s ATTRIBUTES.
_ Cuph. That you may quickly fee, Phi-
lotheus.

Philoth. All very handfome, table, cu-
thions, feats and-all.

II. The defcription of Hylobares his genius, and
‘of Cuphophron’s entertainments in his philofe-
phical bowre. :

Cuph. Here 1 love to entertain my
friends with a frugal collation, a cup of
wine, a difh of fruit and a manchet : the
reft they make up with free difcourfes in
philofophy. And this will prove your grea-
teft entertainment now, Philotheus, if Phi-
lopolis, Euiftor and Hylobares were come,

Sophr. No-entertaltiment beéttet a3/~
where than a frugal table, and free and in-
genuous difcourfe. But I pray you, Cupho-
phron, who is that Hylobares? Is it he who
1s fo mich famed for holding, That there
is nothing but body or matter in the world;
that there is nothing juft or unjuff in its
own nature; That all pleafures are alike
honeft, tho’ it be never {o unaccountable
a fatisfaétion of either a man’s cruclty or-
his Tuft ?

~ Cuph. Ono, it is not he. For I verily be-
lieve I know who you mean, tho’ it never
was yet my fortune to be in his company,
and [ leaft of all defire it now. For he isa
perfon very inconverfable, and, as they

fay,



Of Gop’s ATTRIBUTES. 5
fay, an imperious diator of the principles
of vice, and impatient of all difpute and
contradiétion. But this Hylobares is quite
of another genius and extration; one that
1sas great a mioralift on this fide rigour
and feverity of life, as he is a materialif?,
and of a kind and friendly nature. :

Bath. 'That is not incredible : for I fee
no reafon why a foul that is infortunately
immerfed into this material or corporeal
difpenfation may not in the main be as {o-
lida moralsf? as a mathematician. For the
chief points of morality are no lefs demon-
frable than mathematicks; vior is the fub-
tilty greater 7/n moral theorems than in ma-
thematical,

Sophr. In my mind it is 2 fign of a great
deal of natural integrity and inbred noble-
nefs of fpirit, thiat maugre the heavinefs of
hiscomplesxcion that thus ftrongly bears him
down from apprehending fo concerning »ze-
taphyfical 'truths, yet he retains {o vivid
tefentments of the more folid morality.

Philoth, That will redound to his grea-
ter joy and happinefs, whenever it fhall
Dleafe God to recover his foul into a clear-
et knowledge of himfelf. For even moral
bonefy itfelf is part of the law of God, and.
anadumbration of the divine life. So that
when regeneration has more throughly il-

B3 luminated
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luminated his underftanding, 1 doubt not
but that he will fall into that pious admi-
ration and {peech of the ancient Patriarch, .
* Verily God was in this place,and I knew
-4t not.  Wherefore thofe that are the true
lovers of God muft be friendly and loving-
ly difpofed towards all hisappearances,and
bid a kind welcome to the firft dawnings
of that diviner light. -
Cuph. But befides the goodnefs of his
difpofition, he has a very {mart wit, and is
a very fhrewd difputant in thofe points
himfelf feems moft puzzled in, and is there-
in very dexterous in puzzling others, if
they be not through-paced fpeculators in
thofe great theories. '
Sophr. If he have fo much wit added to
his fincerity, his cafe is the more hopeful.
Cuph. What he has of either, you will
now {uddenly have the opportunity to ex-
perience yourfelves: for 1 {ee Philopolis
and the reft coming up into the garden. I
will meet them, and bring them to- you.
Gentlemen, you are all three welcome at
once, but moft of all Philopelis, as being
-the greateft ftranger. o
- Philop. I pray you, Cuphophron, is Phi-
lotheus and the reft of his company come?
Cuph. That you fhall flraightway fee,
when you come to the atbour.
* G2, xxvisl, 1 6. Philath.
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DPhilop. Gentlemen, - we are very well

met. I am afraid we have made you ftay
for us. - ,

Philoth. It was mere fitting that we
fhould ftay for Philopolis, than he for us.
But we have been here but a little while,
~ Cuph. A very little while indeed ; but
now our company is doubled, fo little will
be twice as little again, I am very much
tanfported to fee my little arbour {tored
with fuch choice guefts. But that mine
ownworthlefne(s {poils the conceit, I could
think our company parallel to the{even
vife men of Greece.

Hyl. 1T warrant the Septenary will be
henceforth much more facred to Cupho-
phron for this day’s meeting.

Cuph. The Senary at leaft.

Hyl. You are fo tranfported with the
plealure of the prefence of your friends,
0 Cuphophron, that you forget to tell me
how welcome they are.

_ Cuph. That is foon recounted. I fent
into my arbour juft before Philotheus came
this difh of fruit, and this wine, the beft, I
hope, in all Athens; and I begin to Philo-
polis,and bid younow all welcome at once.

Hyl. You was very catly in your provi-
fion, Cuphophron.

, - Cuph
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Cuph, 1 did early provide for our pri-
vacy, that there might be no need of any-
body’s coming here but ourfelves.

yl. A large entertainment,

Cuph. 1 keep touch both with my pro-
mifo to Philepolis and with my own ufual
frugality in thefe kind of collations: and
yet, Hylobares, you have no caufe to
complain; you have to gratif(y all your
five fenfes. l}'ierc 1s another glafs, tafte this
wine.

Hyl. Tt is very good, Cuphophron, and
has a}tll e)(cellcntyﬂaveyr. poR

Cuph. There’s to gatify your tafte then,
Hylobares, befides the delicacy of thefe
ripe fruit, which recreate alfo the noftrils
with their aromatick fcent; as alfo does
the fweet {fmell of the eglantines and ho-
ney-fuckles that cover my arbour.

Hjyl. But what is there to gratify the
- touch, Cuphophron ? :

Cuph. 1s there any-thing more delicious
‘to the touch than the foft, cool evening-
air, that fans itfelf through the leaves of
the arbour, and cools our blood, -which

youth and the feafon of the year have o
vermuch heated ? S

Hyl. Nothing that I know of ; nor any-
thing more pleafant to the fight than the
faces of fo many ingenuous fiiends met

B together
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together, whofe candour and faithfulnefs
is confpicuous in their very eyes and coun-
tenances.

Cuph. Shame take you, Hylobares, you
have prevented me: 1t is the very conceit
and due complement I was ready to utter
ad beflow upon this excellent company.

Hyl. Tt feems good wits jump, and mine
the nimbler of the two. But what have you
to gratify the ear, Cuphophron ?

Cuph, Do you not hear the pleafant
totes of the birds both in the garden and
on the bowre ? and if you think meanly of
this mufick, X pray you give us a caft of
zaour@l, and play us a leflon on your

gellet. :

Hyl. Upon eondition youwill daficeto it

Sophr. 1 dare fay Philopolis thinks us
Athenians very merry fouls. :

Phijop. Mirth and chearfulnefs, O So-
phron, are but the due reward of innocen-
¢yof life; which, if any-where, I believe,
isto be found in your manner of living,
Wwho do not quit the world out of any Ay-
poerify, fullennefs, or fuper(¥ition, but out
ofa fincere love of true knowledge and
Vittue,  But as for the pretty warbling of
the birds, or that greater fkiil of Hyloba-
res on the -flagellet, T muft take the li-
berty to profefs, that it is not that kind of

, mufick

.
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mufick that will gain my attention at this
time, when I fee fo many able and know-
ing perfons met together ; but the purfu-
* ance of fome faftrutive argument freely
and indifferently managed for the finding
out of the truth. Nothing fo mufical to my
ears as this. '
* Cuph. Nor, I dare fay, to any of this
company, Philopolis. ‘

Philop. But I am the morc eager, be-
caufe I would not lofe fo excellent an op-
E‘Ottunity of improving my knowledge.

or I never met with the like advantage
before, nor am likely again to meet with
it, unlefs I meet with the fame company.

Cuph. We are much obliged to you for
your good opinion of us, Philopolis. But

ou full little think that you muft be the
Zeginner of the difcourfe yourfelf.

- IIL Philopolis his queries touching the kingdom of
Ged, l:%;ether %Vith his fmceregpurpl:agif pro-

_ pofing them. SRR

-Phil. Why fo, Cuphophron ?

Cuph. For it is an ancient and unalter-
able cuftom of this place, that in our phi-
lofophical meetings he that is the greateft
ftranger muft propound the argument, Whe-
ther this cuftom was begun by our ancef:

. tors out of an ambition of fhewing their ex-
temporary ability of fpeaking upon an
fubjeét,
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fubjet, or whether out of mere civility
to the firanger, I know not. ,

Philop. T believe it was the latter, Tam
fofeafible of the advantage thereof, and
donot only embrace, but, if nced were,
fhould claim the privilege, now I know
it; but fhall ufe it with that modefty, as to
excufe the choice of my argument, if it
hall appear rather a point of religion than
philofophy. For religion is the iutereft of
al, but philofophy of thofe only that are
ttleifure, and vacant from the affairs of the
world,

Philoth: Let not that trouble you Philo-
polis: for, for my part, I look upon the

iftian religion rightly underftood to be
the deepeft and the choiceft piece of phi-
lofophy that is. '

Philop. T am glad to hear you fay fo,
Philotheus ; for then I hope the argument

fhall pitch upon will not appear over-un-
féitsble. It is touching the kingdom of
od,

Cuph. Philopolis hath both gratify’d
Philotheus, and moft exquifitely fitted him-
felfin the choice of his argument, his'ge-
s and affairs being fo notedly. political.
It muftbe a very comprehenfive argument,
nwhich religion, philofophy and policy do
fo plainly confpire. _

, Philoth.
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Philoth. It muft, indeed, But what arel{
the Querses you would propofe touching
the kingdom of God, O Philopolis ?

Philop. They are chiefly thefe. Firft,
W hat the kingdom of God is. Secondly,"
Hhen it began, and where it has been or-
is now to be found. Thirdly, What pro-|

refs it hath made hitherto 11 the world.
iaﬁly, What fuccefs it is likely to bhave to-
the end of all +hings. . .

Phsloth. Thefe are grand queftions in-
deed, Philopolis, infomuch that I am migh-
tily furprifed that fo weightyand profound

" Queries thould come from a perfon that is
fo continually taken up with affairs of the
world.

- Cuph. 1 dare pawn my life that the noife
of the fifth monarchy, or the late plaufible
found of fetting Jefus Chrift in his throne,
did firt excite Philopolis to fearch after
thefe myfteries, '

Philoth.1amnotfocuriousto enquire in-
tothe firflt occafions of Philopolis his fearch
after thefe things, as follicitous for what
end henow {o eagerly enquires after them,
For it is a great and general error in man-
kind, thae they think all their acquifitions
are of right for themfelves, whether it be
power, or riches, or wi{dom, and conceit
they are no farther obliged than to fortify

or
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oradorn themfelves with them : whenas
they are in trath mere depofitums, put in-
to their hands by providence for the com-
mon good ; fo that it were better they had
them not, than not to ufe them faithfully
.and confciencioufly to that end : for they
bring the greater fnare upon their own
heads by fuch acquired abilities, and make
them{elves obnoxious to the greater con-
demnation, unlefs they ufe them, as I faid,
as the depofisums of God, not to their own
pride or luft, but to the common good of
the church, of their prince, and of their
country.

Philop. T acknowledge that to be ex-
ceeding true,- Philotheus. And next to
thofe are they obnoxious that craftily de-
cline the acquifition of any power or know-
ledge, ‘that they may not run the rifques
of fortune in witnefling to the truth, or af-
fifing the public concern: which hypo--
crifie I being aware of, am {o far from be- .
ing difcouraged, that my zeal is the more
enkindled after important truths, that I
may the more faithfully and cffectually
ferve God and my prince in my generats-
on, tho’ with the hazard of all that I have.

Euift. Which he has once already more
than hazarded in the caufe of his Sovereign,
befides the hazard of his life in five or fix

C bloody
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bloody battels. But I hepe he will never-
have the occafion of running that hazard
again, ;o

ngilotb. O admired Philopolis; you ate:
of a right faithful and upright {pirit ; verily
I havenot difcovered more true virtue and-
noblenefs, no not in the moft famous phi-
lofophical focieties.

- Philop. T love to feel myfelf of an ex-
prefs and fettled judgment and'affeétion in:
things of the greateftmoment; and nothing;
Ithink, can be of greater than the affairs
of the kingdom of God, to know wlio are:
more properly and peculiarly his people;
that my heart may be joined with them,
where-ever they are difcoverable in the
world, and my hand may relieve: them to:
the utmoft extent of the ativity of my nar--
row {phere. For it feems to me botha ve-
ry ignoble and tedious condition, to be
blown about with every wind of doftine:
ot tranfitory Intereft, and not to flick tos
that wherein a:man’s lofs proveth his grea-
teft gain, and death it{elf a tranflation into-
eternal life and glory.

IV. Hylobares’s interpofal of his queries: Firft,
touching the exifience of Ged, and Divine-pro-
vidence.

Hyl. This were an excellent temper in

Philopolis indeed, to be thus refolved, if
he
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he were fure not to fall fhort in his ac-
count.

. Sophr. But fuppofe he was not fure, fce-
ing he ventures fo little for fo great a flake,
I think his temper is fill very fingularly

© .excellent and commendable.

Philoth. But what needs any fuch fup-
pofition, O Sophron ? for as fure as there
1s a God and a providence, fuch a fingle-
minded foul as Philopolis will after this
life prove a glorious citizen of heaven.

fyl. I am fully of your opinion, O Phi-
lotheus, that Philopolis his future happi-
nefs is as furcas the exiftence of God and
divine providence. But the- affurance of
thefe has hitherto feemed to me very un-
certain and obfcure: whence, according
‘to right method, we fhould clear that point
Afirft, Forthere can be no kingdom of God,
if God himfelf be not, or if his providence
reach not to the government of the uni-
verfe, but things be left to blind chance
or fate. '

"Philop. For my part, gentlemen, I could
never yet call fuch truths into doubt, the’
Hylobares has divers times attempted to
diffettle me at my houfe near the other A-
thens, where fometimes he gives me the
honour of a vifit. Bur all his reafonings
have feemed to me fophiftical knots 1c;r

tricks
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tricks of legerdemain, which tho’ they
might a little amufe me, yet they could
not move me at all from my fettled faith
in God and his providence... o
Philoth. So great a firmitude is there in
life againft all the fubtil attacks of fhifting
reafon, 'This farther confirms me in an
obfervation I have made a long time a-
g0, That there is a kind of [anctsty of foul
and body that is of more efficacy for the re-
cerving or retaining of divine truths, than
~ the greateft pretences to difcarfive demon-
Sration. L
Philop. But tho’ I want nothing to con-
firm me in thefe points, yet if Philotheus
could convince Hylobares of the truth of
of them, and beat him at his own weapon,
it would be to me a pleafant fpectacle;
provided he come-to my propofed theme
at the laft, " :

V. The exiftence of God argued from the orderly
defigns difcoverable in the phznomena of Na-

ture.

Philoth. It is a great wonder to me that
a perfon fo ingenious as Hylobares, and

fo much converfant in philoiyophy,' fhould
~at all doubt of the exiftence of the Deity, -
any more than he does of Philopolis his
exiftence or my own ; for we cannot {o au-
dibly or intelligibly converfe with hig az

0



|

Of Gov’s ATRIBUTES. Iy
God doth with a philofopher in the ordi-
nary phenomena of Nature. For, tell me,
O Hylobares, whether if {o brief a treatife
as that of Archimedes de [phero & cylin-
dro had beert found by chance, with the
delineations of all the figures fuitable for
the defign, and fhort chara&ers (fuch as

- they now ufe in fpecious Arithmetick

ad Algebra) for the fetting down of the

demon.éations of the orderly-difpofcd pro-

pofitions, could you or any elfe imagine

that the delineatingand fitting thefe things

together was by chance, and not frem a

knowing and defigning principle, I mean
a power intelleétual ? -

Hyl. T muft confefs I think it in a man-
ner impoffible that any one that underftosd
the purpof'e of thofe figures and the adne-
Xed demonftrations fhould doubt but that
the defcription of them was by fome intel-

, ligent Being. T

Philoth. But why do you think fo, Hy-
lobares ? - '

Hyl. Becaufe it is the property of that
which is intelligent to lay feveral- things
togéther orderly and advantageoufly for a
propofed defign. Which is done fo con-
flantly and repeatedly in that treatifc, and
fo methodically, that it is impofiible to

C3 - doubt
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doubt but that it is the effeét of fome in-
telleftual agent.

" Philoth. Wherefore wherever we find
frequent and repeated indications of purfu-
ing {kilfully adefign, we muftacknowledge

- fomeintelligentbeing the caufe thereof,

Hyl, We muft {o. :
Philoth. Butwhat a fmall{croll and how
few inftances of purfuing a defign is there

_in that treatife of Archimedes, in compari-

fon of the whole volume of nature, where-
~ in, as in Archimedes, every leading de-

" monftration to the main upfhot of all(which
“is the proportion betwixt the fphere and
cylinder) 1s a pledge of the wit and reafon
- of that mathematician, fo the feveril fub-
~ordinate natures in the world (whick are
in a manner infinite) bear confpicuoufly in
them a defign for the beft, and therefore
are a cloud of witncfles that there is a di-

vinc and intellectual principle under alf 2

VL. Several inftances of that general argument.

- Hyl. 'This is better underflood by in-
~ ftances, Philotheus. -

Philoth. It is. And I will inftance in the
meaneft firlt, I mean, in the moft loofe and
_- general ftrokes of the fkill of that' great

Geometrician, as Plutarch fomewhere calls

- the Deity. As in the nature of graviry,

which
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which precipitates, thick terreftrial
downward through both air and water,
without which power no beafts nor fowls
could live upon the carth orin the air, dirt
and filth would fo flow into their months
and ftop their breath; nor could fithes {ub-
fitt in the water. 2. In that firong tug &-
giinft over-much baring the fubtileft mat-
ter in thefe lower regions, that thinper e-
lementbeing difproportionated to the lunge
of cither birds or beafts; as is to be more
fully underftood in thofe excelient experi-
ments of the air-pump. 3. In the paralle-
{ifmand the due proportionated inclination
of the axis of the earth, and the latitude of
the Moon from the zquator.
Hjl. 1 cannot deny butthatthelelawsare
better than if things had been otherwife.
* Philath. q. The coatrivance of the earth
into hills and fprings and rivers, into quar-
ties of flane and metall : is not all this for
thebeft? '
Hyl. 1 conceive it is. :
Philoth. And what think you of land
1nd fea? whepas all might have been quag-
mire ? . :
. Hyl. That alfo is for the beft. Foron
itdépends the pleafurc and profit of navi-
gation. Befides that the fea is the foun'tain
of moiftuce that adminifters to the fpmc‘liﬂ:
‘ ' unaer-
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underneath, as the {prings fupply the ri-
vers above-ground, and fo imitate the cir-
culation of the blood in man’s body.

* Philoth. Caft your eye alfo upon the va-
riety of herbs and trees, their beauty, their
. virtue and manifold ufefulnefs, the contri-

vance of their feed for propagation ; and

confider if all be not for the beft. .

Hyl. It would require an age to purfue
thefe things.

Philoth.- Well then, let us for brevity’s
fake confider only the feveral kinds of ani-
mals : which, befide the ufefulnefs of fome
of them efpecially and more appropriatety
to mankind, (as the dog and the horfe for
fervices, and oxen and fheep for his food)
their external fhapes arc notorioufly ac-
commodated to that law or guife of life
that nature has defigned them ; as in gene-
ral the birds for flying, the fith for fwim-
ming, and the beafts for running on the
ground ; the cxternal frame and covering
of their bodies are exquifitely fitted for
thefe purpofes. “Befides, what alfo is very
general, that contrivance of male and fe-
‘male for propagation, and that notable dift
ference of fifhes and birds being oviparous,

. that there might be the more full fupply
for that great havock that would be necef-
farily made upon thefe kind of crcatu;es
v
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by their devouring enemies. To thefe
you may add the inffhét of birds in build-
mg their nefts and fitting on their eggs ;
the due number and pofition of the organs
of fenfe and peculiar armatures of creatures,
with the inftin& of ufing them: that thofe
fowls that frequent the waters, and only
wade, have as well long legs as longnecks;
and thofe that are made for fwimmig have
feet like oars: and that no birds have paps,
as beafts have. All which things, and infi-
nite more, do plainly argue the accuracy
of defign in their framing.- '

Hyl. Things are, 1 muft confefs, as if

they were plainly defigned to be fo.
Philoth. But to put an end to thefe ins
ftances, which, as you faid, a whole age
«would mot fuffice to enumerate; the in-
ward anatomy and ufe of parts in many
thoufand kinds of animals is as fure 3 de-
monftration of a very-curioufly-contrived
defign in each of thefe animal’s bodies, as
the {everal figures and demontftrations in
the above-named book of Archimedes are
of the writer’s purpofe of concluding the
truth of each propofition to which they ap-
sertain. That in Man’s body is notorious.
he fabrick of the eye, its :fafe and ufe-
ful fituation, the fuperaddition of mufcles,
and the admirable contrivance of the ﬁeﬁ}

o
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of the whale body in 2 manner into thae
nfeful organization; thofe of the larynx for
fpeech and finging; the induftrions perfo- |
ration of the tendons of the fecond joints.
hoth.of fingers. and toss, and the drewing
of the tendons of the third joints through
them; the ventricles of the heart and their
valvulz, as alfo the valvule of the veins ;
the fabrick of thefe, and the apparently-de-
figned ufe of them, and of a thoufand more,
not only in man, but analogically in the |
reft of animals, are as certain a pledge of
_the exiftence of a’ God, as any voice or
“writing that contains fuch fpecimens of rea-
fon as are in Archimedes his treatife are an
argument of the exiftence of fome man or
angel that muft be the author of them. -~
Hjyl. The weight of reafon and the ve:
bemence of Philotheus hiszeal does for the -
prefent bear me down into this belief whe-
ther I will orno. For I eafily feel the force
of his arguing from thefe few hints, having
‘perufed the lateft treatifes of this fubje&,
and being {ufficiently verfed in anatomi-
cal hiftery ; which, {muﬁ confefs, urges
‘upon me, more effetually than any-thing, -
the exiftence of God, ‘
Philesh. Which belicf, methinks, you
fhould never be able to flagger in, if-you
confider that in thefe infinite kinds of liv-
, ing
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, ingcreanires, none of them are made foo-
lthly or imeptly, no not fo much as thofe
 thet are gendered of putrefaition. So that
yg;; have. infinite &elmmplcsv of a ftedd:
and peremptory afting according to fkilf’
wd dofign, antg abundant affurance’ thag
thefe things cannot come to pafs by: the for--
taitous jumbling of the parts of the matter..-
VIL That neceffary caufality in the blind matter
<an doas little toward: the orderly effe@y in oo
ture as. the fortuitous jumbles chereof, :
Hyl. No, Philotheus, they cannot. But-
tlio’ they be not the refults of fuch. fortui.
tous caufes,; why may they not be the ef
fo&ts of neceflary ones, I. mean, of the ne-
ceflary mechanical law of the motion: of”
matter? As a line pmgtortionally cut, if’
the greater fegment fobtends an ifofceles
whofe crura each of them are equal to the
whole line; each angle at the bafis will se-
coffarsly be double to that:of the vertex,
And this will be the neceffary property of -
this triangle. ' '
Philgeh. But whatdoes this prove, when-
23 there is no neceflity-in the matter that
any line fhould be fo.cut, or,.if it were,
that any two lines of equal length with the-
Whole fhould ¢lap in: with the greater feg-
ment to make fuch a triangle, much lefs to
infcribe a-guinquangle into.a circle, or ttl}lat_
. ¢
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the motion of the matter thould frame an"

exaét scofaedrum or dodecaedrum, whofe
fabrick much depends on this proportional

fe&ion of a line, as youmay fee in Euclid 2
And yet there is a more multifarious arti;

fice in the ftrufture of the meaneft animal, -
1 tell thee,Hylobares, there is nothing ne- -
ceflarily in matter that looks like an intel-

letual contrivance. For why fhould blind
neceflity do more in this kind than fluétu-

ating chance ! or what ean be the motion

of blind neceflity but peremptory and per- |

tual fluétuation? No, the neceffary and
immutable property of fuch’ a triangle as
thou haft defcribed, with fuch a 2afis and
fucha crura, isin thy own mind or intel-
le&t, which cannot but conceive every tri-
angle {o made to have fuch a property of
angles, becaufe thy miind is the image of
theeternal and immutable intelleétof God.
But the matter is lubricous and fluid, and

Kas no fuch intelleftual and immutable .
laws in it at all, but is to be guided and -

governed by that which is intelle€tual.
Hyl. 1 mean as Cartefius means and pro-
fefles, . that 'the mechanical Deduétion of

caufes in the explication of the phenomne-
na of the world 1s as clofe and neceflary as -

mathematical fequels, =
Piloth: Nay,.1 add farther, that he con-
. ceives
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ceives his own mechanical deduétions to
be fuch. And I muft confefs I think they
are as much fuch as any will be; and {o ex-
cellent a wit failing fo palpably, makes me
abundantly confident, that the pretence of
falving the phanomena by mere mechani-
cal principles is a defign that will never
prove fuccefsful.

VIII. That there is no phznomenon in nature

purely mechanical.

Hyl. Why? where does Cartefius fail,
O Philotheus ?

Philoth, Nay, rather tell me, O Hylo-
bates, where he does not; or rather in-
ftance in any one phenomenon that is pure-
ly mechanical.

Hyl. The earth’s being carried about in
this our vortex round the fun,

Philoth. That is very judicioufly pitch-
ed upon, if the deferent of the earth, 1
mean the yortex, were the refult of mere
mechanical principles. ,

Hyl. Why ? is itnot ? what can mecha-
nical motion do, if not produce that fimple
phenomenon of liquidity ? \

Philoth. The matter of the vortex is not
fimple enough, not to need the affiftance
of an higher principle to keep it in that
confiftence it 1s.

Hyl. Why fo, Philotheus ? ,

' D when
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Philoth. Becaule difunity is the natural.
" property of matter, which of itfelf is no-
thing elfe but an infinite congéries of pby-'
fical mortads. ,
Hyl. Tunderftand you, Philotheus. And
indeed there is nothing fo unconceivable
to me as the holding together of the parts
of matter; which has fo confounded me
when I have more ferioufly thought upon
it, that I have been prone to conclude
with myfelf, that the gimmers of the
World hold together not {fo much by geo-
metry as fome natural magic, if I knew
what it was. ,
~ Philoth. You may do in due time. But
in the mean while it is worth our ndting;
that there is another great flaw in this moft
hopeful inftance you produce of pure me-
" chanifm. For the earth never got into this
orbit it is now moved in by virtue of thofe -
mechanical laws Cartefius defcribes, nor
is ftill detained here by them. '
Hjyl. Why not ? :
Philoth. For if the earth had been ban-
died out of one vortex into another, as is
fuppoféd, all that loofer and lighter mat-
ter that hung about it had been fiript from
it lorig before it came hither : (as if a man
fhould fling out of his hand feathers, chaff
and a bullet together, the folidity of the
bullet
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bullet will carry it from the chaff and fea-
thers, and leave them behind ) and {o the
Matter of the third Region of the earth
had been loft, whereby it had become ut-
terz unhabitable. .
lyl. 1 never thought of this before.
IX. That there is no levitation or gravitation of the
zther or of the vulgar clements in their proper
laces : whence tis plain, that matter’s motion
is moderated from fome diviner principle.
Philoth. And then the defcending of the
carth to this orbit is not upon that mecha- .
nical account Cartefius pretends, namely,
the firong {wing of the more folid globuli
that overflow it. For if there were {fuch an
aftual tug of the f,lolmli of the vortex from
the center toward the circumference, the
preflure would beé intolerable, and they
would even math themfelvesand all things
elfe a-pieces,
Hyl. 1 am again furprifed, Philotheus,
but I muft ingenuoufly confcfs, I think fo.
Philoth. But there being no fuch hard
preflure, no levitation or gravitation (asis
alfo manifelt in the elements vulgarly fo
called) s Jocis propriis, is it not a mani-
feft argument that all is not carried accord-
ing to mechanical neceflity, but that there
is a principle that has a profpedtion for the
beft, that rules all ?
. ‘ D Hyl,

-
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Hyl. Tt is very manifeft, in that neither?’
the celeftial matter of the vortices nor the
air nor water are preflitant in their proper
places, that it is for the beft; elfe how
could any creatures live in the air or wa--
ser ? the weight of thefe elements would
prefs them to death. o

Philoth. Muftnot then fome diviner prin-
ciple be at the bottom, that thus cancels
the mechanical laws for the common good ?

Hyl. Tt thould feem {o; and that the mo-
tion of matter is not guided by matter, but
by fomething clfe. S

Philoth. That feems very. evident from
light things that rife up in water. “A¢ Yor’
example in a deep bucket of water, where”
we will fuppofe a thin round board forced’
to the bottom, of almoft the fame widenefs'
that the bucket is : the water of the bycv’
ket we will fuppofe fo heavy, that fcaice’
- two men fhall be able to bear it. Now tell.
e, Hylobares, how this thin board does’
get to the top, fo maffic a weight lying on
it. 'The whole water that lies upon it
does altually prefs downward, ‘and there-
fore rather prefles it down, than helpsitup,’

Hyl. Tt may be the weight of the water:
gets by the fides under it, and fo bears it’
up by its own finking. =~ .

Philoto. That is ingenioufly attempted,
Hyl
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Hylobares. But you muft confider that the
water that lies upon the board to prefs it
down is, it may be, forty times more than
that which you conceive to prefs betwixt
the rim of the round board and the veflel.

X. That the primordials of the world are not me-

chanical, but vital.

Hyl. T am convinced that the rifing of
the round board is not mechanical. But I
pray you deal freely with me, Philotheus,
for I perceive you are cusninger than I
in that philofophy ; has Des-Cartes truly

: folvccg no phenomenon in nature mechani-
cally ?
: ,gbilatb. He thinks he has folved all me-
chanically he treats of. But, to deal freely,
Ifind none of his folutions will hold by
mere mechanicks : not his formation of
funs, ftars, nor planets; not the generati-
on nor motion of the magnetick particles ;
not his hypothefis of the flux and reflux of
the fez ; not the figure and colours of the
niinbow ; not the winds, nor clouds, nor
nain, nor thunder : neither of thefe, nor
of any other phenomena, has he given {uf
ficient mechanical caufes. Nay, I will add
at once, That that fimpleft and firlt hypo-
thefis of his, ¥ That all the matter of the
univerfe was firft caft into {mall parts equal
’ D3 in
* Princip. Philof. Part. 3. Sect, 46, 47
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in motion and magnitude, and that hence
the funs or ftars and vortices arofe in the
- diftintion of the matter (by the mutual
fridging of thofe particles one againft ano-
ther) into the firft and fecond element, T
will add, I fay, That this firft original of
things is moft grofly repugnant to the a&u-
al proportion of thefe elements one to an-
other. For from this mechanical way, fo
flated as he has declared, it will follow,
that the fun overflows the orbit of fatursn
no lefs than ten millions four hundred eigh-
ty four thoufand femidiameters of theearth :
which one would think were intimation fuf-
ficient to give us to underftand, that the
primordials of the world are not mechans-
cal, but fpermatical or vital ; not made by
rubbing and filing and turning and fhaving,
as in a Turner’s or Blackfmith’s thop, but
from fome univerfal principle of inward
life and motion containing in it the feminal
forms of all things, which therefore the
Platonifts and Pythagoreans call the great
Ady:s eospuarizns of the world.

Hyl. This is admirable: and it would
be a great pleafure tome tofec thefe things
made out by reafon, that I might the more
clearly underftand how much that great
wit has fallen fhort in his account. ‘

Philop. ¥ prithee, dear Hylobares, deny

thyfelf



Of Gop’s ATTRIBUTES. 31
thyfelf that pleafure at this time: for T fear
alf the time of my abode here in thetown
will not fuffice for fuch a tafk. '

Philoth. Tt would, I muft confefs, be
fomething too copious a digreffion.

Cuph. And the more needlefs, forafmuch
% it cannot be denied butthat Des-Cartes’s
dedultions are not always fo mathemati-"
ally or mechanically certain as he took
them to be. But however, tho’ he fails in
his attempt, yet the mechanical philofophy
may fland firm ftill. It is not the error of
the art, but of the art;'ﬁ‘. '

Philoth. But itis a fhrewd prefumption,
O Cuphophron, that when fo tranfcendent
2 wit 45 Des-Cartes, and fo peculiarly me-
chanical, fails fo palpably even in the ge-
teral frokes of nature, of giving any fuch
neceffary mechanical reafons of her pheno-
mena, it is too palpable a prefumption,  §
fay, that the pretence itfelf is rafh and fri-
volous, and that it is not the truc and ge-
mine mode of philofophizing. A

Philop. What Philotheus fays, feems té
me infinitely credible, tho’ I be no pre-
tender to philofophy.

XL Inflances of fome fimple phznomena guite con-

trary to the laws of mechanics. - :

. Philoth. But if we produce even among
the more general phenomena of ‘natit_lufﬁ
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fuch inftances -as- plainly thwart the ac-
knowledged laws of mechanics, let Cupho-
phron tell me then what will become of
his pure and univerfal mechanifm he pre-
tends to run through the whole frame of
the world.
Cuph. 1 will tell you when you have
roduced them. o
Philoth. But tell me firft whether you
do not firmly believe the motion of the
carth annual and disrnal ¢ '
- Cuph. I do; and every one elfe I think
that has any fkill in philofophy. '
Philoth. Why then, zou muft neceffar-
ly hold a vortex of mthereal matter run-
ning round the fun, which carrics the earth
about with it. '
Cuph. 1 mutft. : :
Philoth. And being fo great a mechanift
as you are, that the particles that have
fwallowed down the earth thus far into our
vartex, that even thofe that are near the -
carth, fo many of them as anfwer to the
magnitude of the earth, are at leaft as folid
asit, S
Cuph. They are fo.
. Philoth. And that therefore they move
from the center with a very firong effort.
Cuph. They do fo. '
Philoth. And fo do the yortices that bear

- ‘againft our vorsex. - Cupb.
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Cuph. No queftion; or clfe our vortex
would over-run them,.and carry them a-
way with itfelf.

Philoth. Do you or any elfe either here
orunder the line, at mid-day or mid-night,
feel any fuch mighty preffure as this hy-
pothefis infers 2

Cuph. I believe not. -

Philoth. There is one thruft at your pure
pretended mechanifm. :

Cuph. Well, at it again; I will feeif I
wn lie at a clofer ward. N

Philoth. "T'he phanomenan of gravity, is -
it not perfeétly repugnant to that known .
mechanical principle, That what is’ mov-
ed will continue its motion in a right line,
ifnothing hinder : whence: it will follow,
that a bullet flung up into the air muft ne-
ver return back to the ‘earth, it beirgin fo
rapid a ofion with that of the earth’s..
Cuph. 1 underftand what you mean ;
you £rdﬁ at the mechanical philofophy

before, you have now fhot at it. ’

Philoth. Ay,and hit the mark too, Itrow:
fothatit is needlefs to add that of the great.
. weight hanging at the fucker of the air-

pump, and drawn up thereby beyond all
the accounts of mechanic philofophy, with
other things of the like natwes.

‘ . Hylk
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Ryi. T expe@ed thefe inftances.of Phi-

- letheus, . and underftand the force of them

throughly out of a late + Author, and muft

" ingenuoufly confefs’that they feem to me

fuch as contain little lefs:than a-demonftra-
tign, that all.things in nature are not.car-
tied on by principles merely mechanical.

Cuph. IfP they be fo good, T pray you
let us hear fome more of them, Philotheus,

Phil. When I have heard your anfwer to
thefe. .

Cuph. My anfwer is, O Philotheus, that
thefe inftances feem for the prefent demon-
firative and unanfwerable ; fo far Hyloba-
res and I concur. But I hope I may with-
out offence profefs that I think the caufe
of the mechanick phi‘tofogl:y is not there-
fore quite defperate, but that when our ac-
tive and’i‘earoﬁlng Wits have made farther
enquiry into things, they may find aut the
pure mechapical caufes of that puzzling
Phenomenon of guavitgl. :

Philoth. -Ay, but Hylobares may take:
notice, that the Author he mentions does
not anly cenfute the falfe folutions of that
phenomenon, but demonttrates all mecha. |
nical folutions of it impoffible, it being fa
manifetly repugnant to the confefled laws
of mechanics. _ Hyl.

4 Dr. More's Antidote, Lib. 2. ch. z. Immort.
bib. 3. ch. 13, 13.
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. Hyl. Ttis very true,
Cuph. That may {eem a demonfiration
. for the prefent, which to pofterity will ap-
“pear a mere {ophiftical knot, and they
widl eafily {ec to loofe it. -

Bath. I believe by the help of fome

tew improved micro({ €s.

M. The fond and indifreet paskering afr
impafible pretetfions of ;ﬁnmamm
mechanically, freely andjultly perftririged.

Bhilop. Nay but in good earneft, O Cu-

phophron, (if you will excufe my free-
dom of fpecch ) tho’ I haveé not that com-
petency of judgment in philofophical mat-
ters, yet I cannot but deem you an over-
pantial mechanift, that ate fo devoted to
the caufe, as not to believe demonttration
againft it, till mechanics be farther improved
bypofterity, tis asif one would notbelieve
the fieft book of Euclid, till he had read
him all over, and all other mathematical
writers befides. For this pheromenon of
ravity is one of the fimpleft that is, as the
book of Euclid one of the eafieft. Not
t02dd what a blemifh it is te a perfon, .o-
therwife fo moral and virtuous, to feem to
have a greater zeal for the oft¢ptation of the
mechamical wit of men, than for the mani-
feftation of the wifddom of Gad in nature,
Suphr. Excellently well fpoken O. Phi-
v lopolis
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lopolis. +.4s in water face anfwers to
face, fo the heart of man to man. You have
~fpoken according to the moft inward fenfe
and touch of my very foul concerning this
matter. For I have very much wondred
at the devotednefs of fome mens {pirits to
the pretence of pure mechanifm in the fol-
ving of the phenomena of the univerfe,
who yet otherwife have not been of lefs
pretenfions te piety and virtue, -Of which
mechanic pronity I do not {es any good
tendency at all, For it looks more like an
itch of magnifying their own or other mens
wit, than any defire of glorifying God in
his wife and benign contrivances in the
works of nature, and cuts off the moft pow- |
erful and moft popular arguments for the
exiftence of a Deity, if the rude career of
agitated matter would at laft neceffarily fall |
intc fuch a ftruéture of things. Indeedif
fuch a mechanical neceffity in the nature |
of ‘matter were really difcoverable, there
were no help forit: and the Almighty feeks
o honour fgom any man’s lie. But their
-attempts being fo fruftraneous, and the de- |
'monftrations to the contrary {o perfpicuous,
it is a marvel to me, that any men that are
~virtuoufly and pioufly difpofed fhould be
{o paitially and zealoufly affeited in a cagfc ;
- ' ] . 1 at |
+ Prov. 27. 19.
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that has neither truth nor any honeft:ufe-
fulnefs in it.

Cuph. O Sophron, Sophron, full little
do you confider what a wonderful pleafure
itisto fee the plain mechanical fequels
of caufes in the explication -of the pheno-
mena of the world as neceffarily and clofe-
 lycoherent as mathematical demonttration
itlelf,

Sophr. Certainly, O Cuphophron, you
are much tran{ported with the imagination

offuch fine {peétacles, that your mere de- '

fire fhould thus confidently prefent them
toyou before they are. But for my part,
I conceive there is far more pleafure in
clealy and demonftratively difcovering
that they are not, than thete would be ifit
were difcoverable that they are. And that
wiy of philofophizing that prefles the final
ctufe, the 7oy dyw o W, as ¥ Ariftotle
alls ity feems to me far more pleafing and
delicious than this haughty pretence of dif-
Covering that the frame of the world owes
nothing to the wifdom of God.

. Barh. All things muft out, O Sophran,
inthe promifcuous ferments and ebullien-
ctes of the fpirits of men in this age, that
that wifdom which is the genuine fruit or
fower of the i)z'vin]e;: Life may in fuccef-

fion
* De generat. Mnimal. lib. 2.
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fion of time triumph over the moft ftrutting
attempts or performancesof the higheft na-
tural wits. .

Cuph, What wifdom is that which flows
out of the Divine Life, O Bathynous?

Bath. That which leads to it; which.
the mechanical philofophy does not, but
ratherleads from God, or obftruéts the way
to him, by prefcinding all pretence of find-
ing his footfteps in the works of the crea-
tion, excluding the fnal caufe of things,
and making us believe that all comes to
pafs by a blind, but neceffary, jumble of
- the matter.

Cuph. Well, be the future fate of things
what it will, I doubt not but Cartefius will
be admired to all pofterity.

Bath, Undoubtedly, O Cuphophron ;
for he will appear to men a perfon of the
moft eminent ws# and folly that ever yet
trode the ftage of this earth,

Cuph. Why of wit and folly, Bathynous?

B.ff;b. Ofy-wit, for tﬁi {xtraor)cllinary
handfom femblance he makes of deducing
all the phenomena he has handled, necef-
farily and mechanically, and for hitting on
the more immediate material caufes of
things to a very high probability.

Cuph. "This at leaft is true, ﬁathynous.
But why of folly ?

, Bath.
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Bath, Becaufe he is fo credulous, as
not only to believe that he has neceffarily
and purely mechanically folved all the
phenomena he has treated of in his philofo-
PlIIV and meteors, but alfo that all things
elle may be fo folved, the bodies of plants
and animals not excepted.

Cuph. Pofterity will be beftable tojudge
of that. ‘

Philop. Cuphophron is very conftantly
zealous 1n the behalf of the mehanic philo-
fophy, tho’ with the hazard of lofing thofe
more notable arguments deducible from the
phenomena of nature for the proving the
exiftence of a God : and yet I dare fay he
is far from being in the leaft meafurc {nmwut-
ted with the foil of atheifm.

Cuph. 1 hope fo.

XIII. The exiftence of God argued from the con-
fent of nations, from miracles and prophecies,
from his works in nature,. and from his Idea.

Ptilop. Wherefore, O Cuphophron, let
me beg the liberty of afking you, what o-
ther inducements you have to belicve
there isa God. Is it the authority of the
catholick Church? or what isit?

Cuph. 1 have a very venerable refpelt
for the Chutch, O Philopolis, which makes
me the more forry when I confider how

much they have wronged or defaced their
: E 2 authori-
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authority in obtruding things palpably im-
poflible, and moft wretchedly blafphe-
mous, with equal affurance and feverity as
they do the belief of a God,

Euift. T conceive Cuphophron reflets
upon their barbarous butchering of men for

" denying the article of tranfubflantiation.

Cuph. It may be fo. Who can believe
men upon their ownauthority that arc once
deprehended in fo grofs and impious an
impofture ?

Euif?. But thefe are not the Church ca-
tholick, but only a fome-thing-more-nume-
rous faétion of men. But not only thefe, -
but the whole Church, and indeed all na-
tions, believe that there is a God. :

Cuph. Indeed Thully fays, Nulla gens
tam barbara, &c.
~Ewufl, Tt is confent of nations therefore,
O Cuphophron, that you chiefly eftablifh
your belief of a Deity upon.

. Cuph. That is a plaufible argument, Eu-
iftor.

Euift. But the hiftory of miracles and
prophecies, with their completion, a far
greater. ,

Cuph. 'They are very ftrong arguments
that there are invifible Powers that fuper-
intend the affairs of mankind, that have a
greater virtue and comprehenfion of know-
ledge than ourfelves. Bath,
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Bath. And fo may be able to bring to
pafs what themfelves predit in long fuc-
ceffion of ages. As if the government of
the world and the affairs of mankind were
intrufted into the hands of angels,

Sophr. But fome miracles are fo great,
and preditions of fo vaft a compafs of time,
that none but God can rationally be thought
to be the author of them.

Bath. Mot affuredly God himfelf fuper-
intends and aéts through all,

Philop. TIs this then the bafis of Cupho:
phron’s belief ?

Cuph. 1 will tell you, O Philopolis, be-
caufe I fee you fo hugely defirous, what
is the main philofophical bafis of my belief”
of a God. :

Philop. What is it -

Cuph. The innate idea of God in my
mind : the arguings from thence feem to
me undeniable demonftrations.

Philop. 1 believe they are the more pre--
- valent with you becaufe they are Des

Cartes’.

Cuph. It may be fo. And they are fo.
conviGtive, that I do very fecurely difre--
gard all that other way of arguing from the:
phenomena of nature, B
~_ Philop: 1 have read thofe reafonings of”
Des-Cartes, but they fecm to me hugel{
: o 3 - highy
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high and metaphyfical, and I meet with
many men that look upon them as fophif-
tical ; moft men fome of them, others all.
But it is the privilege of you high and ex-
alted wits to underftand the force of one
anothet’s notions the beft.

Cuph. I muft confefs, O Philopolis,there
is an extraordinary and peculiar congrui-
ty of fpirit betwixt me and Des-Cartes.
 Philop. Ay, but we ought to*confult
the common good, O Cuphophron, and
not decry the more vulgar intelligible ar-
guments, or affe€t fuch a philcfophy as
. will exclude all from laying hold of God
but fuch as can foar fo high as you raifed
" wits can.  Arguments from the phenormne-
na of the world are far more accomodate
to a popular underftanding.

Cuph. Wherefore I talk at this rate on-
ly in our free philofophical meetings.
Pbilog} It is difcreetly done of you.
Hyl. Well, Cuphophron, you may hug
yourfelf in your high metaphyfical Acro-
- polis asmuch as you will, and deem thofe
arguments fetched from the frame of na-
ture mean and popular; but for my pare,
I look upon them as the moft found and fo-
lid philofophical arguments that are for the
proving the exiftence of a God. And I
wonder you do not obferve vthat~mifghty

orce
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force that Philotheus his comparing of the
volume of natare and Archimedes his book
of the fphere and cylinder together has for
the evincing fome intelleétual principle to
be the framer of the world. For thofe fi-
gares and charaéters annexed to each pro-
pofition with an effe€tual fubferviency to
the demonftration of them is not a more
manifeft indication of an mtelleCtual agent,
than an hundred thoufand fingle fabticks of
matter here in the world ate of the like a-
gency ; the parts being fo difpofed to one
end, a3 the management of the dem.onftra-
tion to one conclufion, and the fubordina-
tion of feveral conclufions to one final and
utimate one : -which f{ubordinations of
things are alfo moft evidently and repeat-
tdly confpicuous in nature.

Philop. On my word, Philotheus, you
have not {pent your labour in vain on Hy-
lobares, that does thus judicioufly and re-
_ffutingly recapitulate your main reafon-
ings from 'nature for thc exiftence of a
God, I hope now, Hylobares, Philothe-
us may proceed to treat of God’s Kingdom,
Webemg all {o well affured of his exiffence.

XIV. The obfcurity of the nature of God, and

the intricacy of Providence, with aratory
cautions for the better fatisfattion in thefe points.

Hyl. T muft confefs, while 1 am in this -

; . ' company,
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company, I am like Saul among the.pro-
phets. Philotheus his zeal and {martnefs
of arguing carries me away captive, whe-
ther I will or no, into an aflent to-the con-
clufion. And indeed when at firft I fet my
eyes on this fide of things, there fhines
from them fuch an intelleétual fulgor, that
methinks the very glory of the Deity be-
comes vifible through them. But when I
would more fully comprehend his nature,
and approach more nigh him, the fame
glory that recreated mine eyes before,
firikes me blind, and I lofe the fight of
him by adventuring to look too near him.,
"T'his 1s one entanglement and confufton of
mind, that I underftand not the Nature of
God. And the fecond thing is this, 7 ke
obfcurity and intricacy of the ways of Pro-
Yidence.

Sophr. Is it not confonant to the tran.
fcendency of fo high a Nature as that of
God, Hylobares, that it be acknowledged

- sncomprebenfible, as alfo tohis infinite wift
dom, that his ways be paft finding out?
. Bath. 'This is excellently well fpoken,
O Sophron, if it be rightly underftood': o-
therwife, to give no other account of the
Nature of God and his ways than that they
are umintelligible, is to encourage the A-
theift, and yield him the day; for that his
the
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the thing he does chiefly applaud himfelf
in, that he is-fecure there is neither head
nor foot in the myfteries of religion, and
that the very notion of a God implies a
contradiétion to our faculties,

Hyl. 1 defire only fo to underftand God,
that nothing be attributed to him repugnant
to my underflanding, nor any thing%ound
in the world repugnant to bis Assributes.

Bath. 1 believe Philotheus will make
this good, that nothing is truly attributed
to God but what is moft certainly exiftent
in the world, whether we underftand it or
not; and that there is nothing in the world
truly in fuch circumftances as are repug-
nant to the Attributes of God.

* Philoth.1 conceive Bathynous means this,
that unlefs we will entangle ourfelves with
making good fome fictitious Attributes of
God, or defend his Providence upon falfe
fuppofitions and circumftances, there will
be no greater entanglements touching the
notion of God and his Providence, than
there would be in the nature of thofe things
we are fure do exift, tho’ there were no
God-in the world. Wherefore Hylobares,
let me advife you to this, fince you have
fuch faft and certain hold of the exiftence
of the Deity by the repeated effets there-
of in nature, not to let that hold go upon
any
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any grounds that are uncertain or falfe,
For the {cripture declares nothing contra-
diétious touching the Nature of God : nor
is there any human authority that has any
right to be believed when it propounds
contraditions : -nor are we bound to bur-
den the notion of a Deity with any thing
we are not affured implies perfetion.
"Fhefe cautions if we ufe, no man, I think,
need be much entangled in his thoughts
touching the Nature of the Deity.

XV. The attribute of Eternity.

Hyl, This is a hopeful preamble, Philo-
theus, and therefore I will the thore chear
~ fully propound my difficulties, which are

drawn from thefe five heads; from the
Eternity of God, from his Bumusability,
from his Omnifciency, his Spirituality, and
his Ommniprefency. For, te my underftand-
ing, the very notion of Erermity implies &
contradittion, as fome deferibe it, namely,
Thatitis an effential prefence of all things
with God, as well oiP things paft, prefent,
as to come ; and that the duration of God
isall of it, as it were, i1 one feddy and
permanent 70 Oy or inflant at once. If
there cannot be a God, but he muft bein
fuch a fenfe as this eternal, the contempla-
tion of his fdea will more forcibly pull a
man back from the belief of his exiftence,
than
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than his effe@ts in nature draw a man to it,
For what ean be more contradi@ious, than
that all things {hould bave been really and
eflentially with God from all eternity at
once, and yet be born in time and fuccef-
fion? For the reality and effence of corpo-
real things is corporeal ; and thofe very in-
dividual trees and animals that are faid to
be generated, and are feen to grow from
very little principles,were always, it feems,
intheir full form and growth: which is a
perfe&t repugnancy to my underftanding,
For it implies that the fame thing that is
already in being may, notwithftanding,
while it is, be produced of a-frefh. That
eternal duration fhould be at once, is alfo
tome utterly unconceivable, and that one
permanent inflant {hould be commenfurate,
or rather equal to all fucceflions of ages.
Befides, if the duration of God be all at-
once, fith no agent a&s but within the com-
pafs of its own duration, God muft both
create and deftroy the world at once.
Whence it feems impoflible that eternal
durationn fhould be indiftant to itfelf, or
without continuation of intervals,

Philoth, You argue fhrewdly, Hyloba-
res, againft that notion of eternity that
fome have rafhly pitched upon,but with-
out the leaft prejudice to the belié'f dof

: od’s
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" God’s exiftence, if you have but recoutfe
to thofe cautions I intimated at firt, T hat
e are not bound to believe contradi&ions
spon any man’s account. 'Thefe are over-
(fblimc reaches of fome high{oaring wits,
that think they never fly high enough till
they fly out of the fight of common fenfe
and reafon. If we may charitably guefs at

“what they would be at in this {o lofty a no-
tion, it may be it is only this, That the
whole evolution of times and ages from e-
verlafting to everlafting is fo colleftedly
and prefentifickly reprefented to God at
once, as if all things and a&tions which e.
ver were, are, or fhall be, were at this ve-
ry inftant, and fo always, really prefent and
.exiftent before him: which is no wonder,
the animadverfion and intelle€tual com-
prehenfion of God being abfolutely infinite
according to the truth of his sdea.

Hyl. This, I muft confefs, is a far more

- ealy and paflable notion than the other.

Philoth. Yes furely ; and not harder to
conceive how continuity of duration is alfo
competible to the divine exiftence, as well
as eternity o- life eternal, which compre-
hends the 7dea’s of 4ll things and ages at
once iri the Intelleét of God. For it 1s asa
vaft globe wholly moved ona plain, and
carried on in one exile line at once : or like

the
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the permanency of a fteady rock by which
ariver flides ; the ftanding of the rock, as
well as the fliding of the river, has a con-
tinuity of duration. And no other way can
ctemity be commenfurate to time than fo ;

' that is to fay, the comprehenfion of the e-
- volution of all times, things and tranfaéti-

ons is permanently exhibited to God in e-
very moment of the fucceffion of ages.

Hyl, What makes the fchools then fo
cameft in obtruding upon us the belief) that
nothing but rzunc permanens is competible
tothe divine exiftence ?

Philoth. It may be out of this concei,
as if that whofe exiftence was fucceflive
would neceffarily break off, or at leaft may
12zard to fail, one part of {fucceflive dura-
tion having no dependance on another. But
Itis a mere panick fear: for the continua-
tion of duration is neceflary where the ex-

. iftence of the thing is fo. And fuch is ma.

§}fe&ly the exiftence of God from his own

#deg, .
Bath, And this meceffary exiftence of
od I conceive to be the moft {ubftantial
notion of his eternal duration : which can-
not well be faid to be fucceffive properly
ud formally, but only virtually and appli-
Gatively ; that is-to fay, it contains in it vir-
tuglly all the fucceflive duration imagi-
F nable
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'nable, and is perpetually applicable to the
{ucceeding parts thereof, as being always.
prefent thereto, as the channel ofa river te
all the water that pafles through it ; but the
channel is in no fuch focceflive defluxion,
¢ho’ the water be. Such is.the ficady and
permanent duration of the neceffary exif-
- tence of God in refpet of all fucceflive
durations whatfoever, . )
_ Philotk. 1 do not yet fo throughly un.
derftand you, Bathynous.

Barh. 1{ay that fucceffive duration pro-
erly fo called is incompetible to God, as
eing an effence neceffarily exiftent, and

therefore without beginnsng : but the moft
infinite fucceffive duration that you can i
magine will be found to have a begifining.
For whateveris paft was fometime prefent :
and therefore there being nothing of aH this
infinite fucceffion but was {fometime pre-
fent, the moftinfinitely-remote moment
thereof was fometime prefent: whichmoft
infinitly-remote moment was the termiseus
sernunans thereof, which plainly fhews it

had a beginning. - S
~ Philoth. You lay true, Bathynous. Fhicre:
muft be a moft-remote-moment in facceff-
on, and a moftinfinitely remote one in'in«
finite fucceflion. But being the moft-infi-
sitely-remote momrent cannot be'rerminns.
Sl copulans,
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copiilariz;there being nothing forit tocouple
with fature fucceffion, and therefore it be-
ing terminus terminans, and of neceflity
having been once prefent, it is plain that
at that prefent was the term or beginning
of this infinite fuppofed fucceffion.

Or briefly thus, to prevent all poffible
exceptionsagainft the sofl infinitelyremote
moment in an infinite fucceflion, as if they
wete dotsale, I would rather argue on
this mgnnet ; viz. that forafmuch as all the
moments paft in infinite fucceflion were
fometime prefent, it thence plainly follows
that all the moments in this infigite fuccef
fion, or at leaft all but one, were fometime
to came, And if either all thefe moments,
or afi but, one, were fometime to come, it
is mamifeft that the whole fucceffion (or at
leaft’ the whole bating but one moment)
was fometime to come, and therefore had
a beginning. T underftand the ftrength of
your reafoning very well. And therefore
when I fpake of the fucceffive duration of
~ God, T did not mean fucceflion in that pro-
per and formal fenfe, but only a virtual, ap-
plicative orrelative fucceflion; as you might
gather from {fome paﬁ(‘:;lfgcs or expreffions
in my {peaking thereof. The duration of
God 1s hke that of; rock, but the duratiox}

2 o
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of natural things like that of a river ; their

fucceflion paffes woraud dinnw, as Hera.

clitus fpeaks. And therefore they that give
Jucceffive duration -properly fo called to the
fteady permanency of a neceffary felfexif.
tence, {eem like thofe that fanfie the fhore
to move by realon of the motion of the fhip.
Provebimur portu, terraque urbefque recedunt. ’
We apply our own fluid fucceffive durati-
on to the fteady permanency of the eternal
duration of God : whofe duration tho’ ftea-
- dy and permanent, and without all defluxi-
on and fucceffion, (as being indeed nothing
_elfe but his neceffary felf-exiffence) is not-
withftanding fuch as the moft infinite fisc-
ceffive duration paft can never reach be.
yond, nor future cver exhauft. Whence it
1s plain, that tho’ the etcrnal duration of
God be.really permanent, yetit is impof*
fible tobe an sudivifible inftant, and to be
- perfeétly and in all regards indiftant to it-
'E‘:lf, and not to comprehend all poflible
fucceflive evolutions thatare,
XVI. An objetion againft the all-comprehenfion
of eternity, with the anfwer thereto, o
Hyl. This is very well, Philotheus : but
yet there are fome {cruples ftill behind, I
muft acknowledge that eternity in your
fenfe bears along with it no palpable con.
tradiction; but methinks it is not altoge-
L ' ther
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ther free from a marvellous ftrange incre-
- dibility. ,
- Philoth. What’s that ?

Hyl. That all the noifes and cryings,
and howlings and fhreekings, and knock-
ings and hammerings, and curfings and
fwearings, and prayings and praifings, that
dll the voices of men, the fquawlings of
children, the notes of birds, and roarings
and’ fqueekings of beafts, that ever were
or fhall be, have ever been in the ears of
.God at once: and fo all the turnings and
toyings of every vifible obje&, all the dif-
‘petfions, motions and poftures of hairs, and
leaves, and ftraws, and feathers, and duff,
I fine, all the little and inconfiderable
changes of the ever-agitated matter which
have been, are, or ever fhall be, are, and
eyer were, and ever fhall be in the fight
of God at once. This feems to me, (tho”
not an impoffible, yet)a very incredible
Privilege of all-comprehending eternity.

Phijoth, This. is a wild, unexpeted -
fecch of yours, Hylobares, and as madly -
exi‘)‘éeﬁ’cgi But if you will anfwer me fo-
betly to a queftion or two, you fhallfee the:
diffculty will vanith of itfelf.

~Hyl, T will,

. Disoth, ‘Whether do yoy think, O Hy-
lobares, that this privilege, as you call &,
L Fz3 B
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is really a privilege, that is, a perfeltion,
of thé Divine Nature, or no ? ,
Hyl. Tcannottel. =~ .
#ift, Thofe philofophers in Maimoni-
des, which I do not well remember whe-
ther he calls the {e& of theloguentes,would
rell us roundly that it is not; they prefom-
ing God’s Providence reaches no farther
than the jﬁecies of things, but that he little
concerns himfelf in imdividuals.

Bath. 1 fuppofe then that they: held
‘that he has concredited the adminsftration
‘of his more ?arﬁcular Providence to {eve-
‘ral orders of Angels, and in fome fort 1
‘men and ull intelligent creatures, in whom
“he has implanted a law for the rightdy »-

“dering individuals. C ey
. Euwf . Emaybefo. ¢ .
 Bath.'WhicH if they could orderas-well
as if God himfelf look’d on, as itis fo ad-
‘dition to God’s happinefs- to have ‘made
.the world or to meddie with it ; {o it ‘would
"be no detriment to the world if he were
conceived to be wholly rapt - into the con-
templation of his own divine excellencies.

Euift. This, I muft confefs, is not much
abhorrent from the Arifforelian theology,

Bath. But it is intolerably falfe, if the
frame of the creation be notfuch as that
the fanding {pirits hugely exceed thenum-

- ber of the /apfed. Euift.
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Euift. They need do fo. Befides, what
andiculous thing were it to offer {acrifice
or pray to God, if he were always fo rapt-
into humfelf that he newerwene at leifure
whearus? - .

.:Bath. That is molt pertinentlyobferv’d,
Euifior : and all pious men muft scknow-
kdge that they draw power and influence
by theic .cameft devotions to the Deity,

Hyl. And therefore 1 eufily acknow-
ludge-that all things in prefent fucceflion
tie open; te che eyes of God. But whether
il voices. and-fights whatfoever from ever-
hfiag to everlafling be reprefented con-
t?mlzuto him at oace, for all that this
fhont {ally of Bathynous and Euiftor has
given me fome time to think of it, yet I
m:g b‘:lltlv profefs I cannot tell,. fach
1:Phitath. Well chen, Hylohates; in
nesfe a3 this, you know the above meati-
waod sole, T hat you are not to let go your

Jheldof thofe folid and certain grounds of
the exsfenoe of a God, for what is either
fdgfgﬁ -.uucerzbt. e, Mo e 1hi
vkl Kou {ay very tewe. Dior does this
'stall thake myybclae&'. S

-7 Bhidord, But farcher o carrpborate it, an-
fwer me but this one queftion; Hylobares.
48 it mot -neceflary that that past of the re-

EE I P pxcfen-
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. prefentation you made of etemity be either
a perfeétion, or an imperfeiion, or a thing
offind{ferency ? , o
Hyl. That cannot be deny’d. ..
Philoth. Ifit be an imperfeiion, itis te
" be removed, and fo the difficulty is remo-
ved therewith : if an sndifferency; it is in-
different whether you remove it or.not : if
a perfeétion, being that it is not impoflible,
as you cannot. but acknowledge, no man
need hefitate, nay he ought not, but to at
“tribute it to God. So that be your fate
what it will in the determination of yous
- effent to any of thefe threc parts, it can be
noimpediment to the belief of God’s exif:
tence.- This is the thing that made yous.
.objeétion feem fo confiderable to you; that
" youdid not confider, that tho’ all thofg.
~voices and fights are perceived in the Di-:
vine Being at once,yet they are perceiveg,
in the fame diftances and diftinétnefles.
 they are found in, in the very fucceffion qf
“ages. For infinite comprebenfion admits,ar
rather implies this. e
XXII. Another objection, with its anfwer. .. ..,
Hyl, You are a man, O Philotheus, .q
the. moft dexterous art in facilitating our ad-
herence to the belicf of a Deity that. ever
- I met with in my life. I have but o
{cruple more touching God’s eternit}:r[, ,ax.lu‘ |
. Wi
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| Twill pafs to- the next Antribute. The e-

ternal fucceffion of God’s exiftence feems
to imply a contradi¢tion. For unlefs every
denominated part be infinite, the whole
cannot be infinite. And if every denomi-
nated part, fuppofe the tenth, the hun-
dredth, the thoufandth, be infinite, there
are {p many infinites, o

FPhsloth. T underftand you very well. But
you miuft confider that either God has
been a¥ eterno, or the world has been fo,
Wherefore fomething being fo certainly e-

© tetrial, it is no repugnancy that' God be
- fo. So-that you fee there is no more per-

plexity or difficulty on the account of
Gud’s Being, than if he were not in the
wotld; according to the lat of my prelimi-
ry ad vertifements. Nay, indeed, the moft
ineXrricable ‘perplexity of all would be to
adiiit’x world ab eterno without God. For
aneternal flux of motion of the -matter
would- be eternal fiucceffion properly fo cal-
led; which Bathynous fhrewdly {uggefted
to be impoffible.  And if it ever refted, and
sfterwatds was moved, there muft be a firlt
mover diftin€t from the matter. Which
feems neceffatily to infer: there is a God;
and the rather, becaufe if matter was of -
itfelf, it muft eternally have refted before
it moved. '

Hyl.
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Hyl. This difficulty has vanifhed To of
a fudden, that I am half athamed 1 ever
propounded it B
Dhiloth, T have met with not a few that
this would have feemed no fmafl difficut
ty to; fo that it was not unworthy the pro-
pounding. . o ENLE
Philop. But T pray you to proceed
the next Attribute, ilyloba-res : for I'am
hugely pleafed to fee the fuccefsfulnefs
of Philotheus. ' Lo
- XVIIL The Attribute of Immutability. "
Hyl. The next is Fmmutabikty, which
. feems to me a neceffary Awribute of Gad,
forafmuch as mutability implics imperféc-
tion. But here human underftanding docs
feem to be caught in’this dilemma ; That
either we muft acknowledge a mutable
God, or an immutable one : 1f the former,
te is not properly God ; becaufe God ex-
cludes all imperfeftion in his narure: if
the latter, he is not Yo be worthipped ; for
all the good that was to come wl;ll‘cdme
without our worfhipping him ; and none of
the evil can be kept off" Ey alt our fetvices,
becaule he is.immutable, Wherefore we
muft either grant an imperfe& God, or 4
God not to be worthipped : ejther of
- which is {0 abfurd, that it feems forcibly

to fuggeft that there is no God at all. - -
s ° Pliloth,
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Philoth. This. feems a {mart dilemma’
at firft, Hylobares; yet I think neither
horn is firong emough to puth us off from our
belief of the exiftence. of 2 God. But for
paxt, I will hear the pufh of the former
a?’;bcm. and grant that God is mutable ;
but deny that all musability implies imper-
feltion, tho’ fome daes, as that vacillancy
in hyman fouls, and fuch musations as are
fand in corporcal matter. But fuch a mu.
ubility as whofe abfence implies an impo-.
tency to QF, ity of the moft noble
agxpab ¢, fuchas the creation of the
amd thtlt adnundif franfc.m of t;]au(hce to
aage s5.is fo far from being an
W at it is a very high perfz&w_n.y
rrthis power in God ¢o. alt upon the
are ip téme, to fuccour or chaﬁxfc it
not.at all dzfcom ofe or diftraét him
w:hathc is in hm\felf in the blefled
cplmpefs and flillnefs of his all-comprehen-
Gi3i¢ epernity, his animadverfion being ab-
folitely free and infinite. So that they
uha yould account this power of aétingin
time;.an; memutwn to the pexfetion of
Gigd,-aze, I think, as much out in their ac-
covat, if one ﬂlould contend that .4.¢
4 is lefs than A c alone. . ..,
yL /This is convincing.
ith Apd. that you may be the more
Arenate thlough
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throughly convinced of the weaknefs of
your biaton, 1 will bear the puth of the lat:
ter horn, and deny that the smsmutability
of God would imply that he i$ not te be
worfhipped. For what is the worfhipping
of-God but the acknowledging thofe {uper-
cminent and divine excellencies in him to
which the world owes its confervation and
fubfiftence, and from which s that beautiful
orderand wife contrivance of things in the
univerfe ? It is therefore a piece of indil-
penfiblé juftice to acknowledge this rich
fountain and original of all good, and not
the lefs, becaufe he is fo perfeétly good,
that he cannot be nor a& otherwife, butis
immutably fuch. - Befides, that this praifc
and adoration done to him are adtions per-
feétive of our own fouls, and in our ap-
proaches to him he is made nearer tous;
~as the opening of our eyes is the letting in
of the light of the fun. D
Hyl. What you fay, Bathynous, I muf
confefs will hold good in that part of wor-
thip which confifts in praifing of God : but
I do not fee how his Tmmutability will well
confift with our praying to him, %‘or things
will be or will not be whether we pray
unto him or no. I
Bath. But you do not confider, that tho’
this were, yet our praying to him is'aneC
_ know-
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knowledgment of his being the great Be-
nefaétor of mankind ; and it is like chil-
dren afking their father’s blefling, who
yet would pray to God o blefs them whe-
ther they afk it or no. Befides that while
we pray to God for internal good things,
for grace, wifdom and virtue, we do 7pfo
faéto open our fouls to receive the divine
influence, which flows into our hearts ac-
cording to the meafure of the depth and
earneftnefs of our devotion. Which is, as
Ifaid, like the opening of our eyes to re-
ceive the light of the fun, Nor do we al-
teror change the will of God in this, be-
caufe it is the permanent and immutable
will of God, that as many as make their
due addrefles to him fhall teceive propor-
tionable comfort and influence from him.
And, laftly, for external good things, tho’
we fhould imagine God fhll refting in the
immutable f@bbatifm of his own everblef-.
fed eternity, and that nothing is done in
this world ad extra but by either natural
or free created agents, either good men or
thofe more high and holy-orders of angels, -
that are as the ears and cyes and arms of
God,as Phjlo fomewhere infinuates,and who
arefo fteadily and fully atuated by the Spi-
1t of God, that they will do the very fame
things that God himfelf would do if he

o G were
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were to-a& ad extra’in the affairs of the
world : upon this hypothefis of things, not-
withftanding the immutgbility of God, it
implies no incongruity to pray unto him.
For he does not only hear and behold all
things at once, but has eternally and im-
mutably laid fuch trains of caufes in the
~world, and fo rules the good powers and
over-tules the bad, that no man that prays
unto him as he ought fhall fail of obtain-
ing what is beft for him, even in external
mattets,

Hyj. This is a confideration I never
thought of before. But it feems to me not
altogether itrational.

: XIX. Of the Deity’s adting ad extra.

Euiff. But, methinks, fomething need.

lefs, becanfe the divine records do teftify,

that the very Deity {fometimes fteps out in-

to external aétion; gs in our Saviour Chrifd’s
feeding the multitude with five loaves and
two fithes, in his raifing the dead, and in
that great execution he is to do on the
globe of the earth at the laft day.

Bath, The Deity indeed does a&t here |

ad extra, but not the bare Deity, as I may

fo fpeak, but the Divine Magick of the ex-

alted Soul of the Meffias.

Euif?. But what will you fay to thofc
paflages in the Old Teftament, Bathynous,
.. , . fuch

-

|
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fach as” the dividing of the Red-fes, the
making of the {un and moon ftand flill, the
keeping of Shadrach, Mefhach and Abed:
aego harmlefs in the fiery furnace, and the
like? did not the bare Deity, as you cal-
led it, ftep out then into external aétion ?

Barh. You know, Euiftor, there was a
mighty eaft-wind that blew all night, and
divided the fea ; and that there appeared
A fourth man in the fiery furnace hke unto
the Son of God. And in brief] all the mi-
ncles that were done by Mofes or any
way elfe ameng or upon the ‘?eOPIc of the
Jews were done by virtue of the prefence
of the fame Chrift, who was the conduc-
tor of the Ifraelites into the land of Cana-
an, aid the Refidemiary Guardian of that

opie;

Euift. Tndeed I remember fome fuch
opinioh of fome of the ancient fathers, but
Tlook’d upon it as one of their extrava-
gancies, , :

Sophr. And T upon the hypothefis of
Bathynotuis as a very high reach of wit;
but methought Philotheus had fully fatif-
fied Hylobares his dilemma before.: -

XX. The Attribute of Omnifciency. =~

Hyl. T muft ingenuouily confefs, that 1
think neither of the: folutions {o weak but
that they fufficiently enervate my argu-

' G 2 ment

c



64 Of Gop’s ATTRIBUTES,
ment touching the nmmutability of God:
and therefore I willingly pafs on to his
Omnifciency. :

Philoth, What is it that pinches you
there, Hylobares ? .

Hyl. A certain and determinate prefci-
ence of things contingent, free and uncer-
tain. For it feems otherwife to take away
the liberty of will and the nature of fin:
for fin feems not to be fin, unlefs it be vo-
luntary.

Philoth. It may be not, Hylobares. But
why do you then attribute fuch a Prefci-
ence to God as is involved in fuch dange-
rous inconveniencies ? C
. Hyl. Becaufe it is a greater Perfection
in God to forefee all things that are to
come to pafs certainly and determinately,
than the contrary. o
- Philoth, And would it not be a greatet
Peyfeition in the Omnipotency of God to
be able to do all things, even thofe that
‘imply a contradition, than not be able to
do'them? ‘ '

Hyl. It would. But becaufe they imply
a contiadiction to be done, no body thinks
the Omnipotency of God maimed or ble:
miflred in that it reaches not to fuch things.
- Philoth. Why then, Hylobares, if cer-

tain prefcience of uncertain things or €
S vents
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vents imply a contradiétion, it {feems it
may be ftruck out of the Omnifciency of
God, and leave nofcat nor blemifh behind;
forGod will neverthele(s be as omnifcient
as he is omnipotent. But if itimply no con-
tradiction, what hinders but we may attri»
bute it to him?

Hyl. But it feems neceflary to attribute
itto him : elfe how can he manage the af
fairs of the world ? :

Philoth. O-Hylobares, take you no care
for that, For that eternal Mind that knows
all things poffible to be known, compre-
hends all things that are poffible to be
done, and fo hath laid fuch trains of caufes
as fhall moft certainly meet every one in
due time in judgment and righteoufnefs,
let him take what way he will.

Hyl. T underftand you, Philotheus..

Philoth. And you may further under-
fand- that, aecor(gi,ng to fome, what ({ou
would attribute to God as a Perfeltion
founds more like an imperfection,, if well
confidered. . -

Hyl. Why fo, Philotheus ¢ ,

Philoth. Is it not the perfeétion of know--
ledge to know things as- they are in theix
own nature?

Hyl. Tt is fo.

Philoth. Wherefore to know a_free a>

G 3 genity,
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gent, which is undeterminate to cither
part, to be {o undeterminate, and that he
may chufe which part he will, is the moft
perfe&t knowledge of fuch an agent and of
his aétion, till he be perfeétly determinate
and has made his choice,

Hy!. Tt feems fo.

Philoth. Therefore to know him deter-
mined before he be determined, or while
he is free, is an imperfection of knowledge,
or rather no knowledge at all, but a mif-
take and error; and indeed is a contradic-
tion to the Nature of God, who can un-
derftand nothing but according to the dif-
tinét sdea’s of things in his own mind. And
the idea of a free agent is undeterminare-
nefstoone part before he has made choice.
‘Whence to forefee that a free agent will
pitch upon fuch a part in his choice, with
- knowledge certain and infallible, is to fore-
fee a thing as certain even then when it is
uncertain; which is a plain contradiétion
or grofs miftake. ‘

Hyl. You do more than fatisfy me in
this, Philotheus, That to conceive things
undeterminate determinately, or that they
will be certainly this way while they may
be either this way or that way, is an im-

erfeftion or contradition to the truth,
at there is yet this piece of perplexit
y | P P g’c hin d:’
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behind, that this pretence of perfection of
knowledge will neceffarily mnfer an im.
perfe&ion or inability of prediting future
stions and’ free agents, and take away
divine infpiration and prophecy,

Philoth, That is fhrewdly urged and
feafonably. But you are to underftand,that
fomuch liberty as is in man will leave
room enough for millions of certain predic.
tions, if God thought fit to communicate
them fo throngly to the world. For tho’ I
queftion not but that the fouls of men are
in fome fenfe free; yet I do as little doubt
but there are or may be infinite numbers
of altions wherein they are as certainl
detcrmined as the brute beafts. And fuch
ate the altions of all thofe that are deeply
hpfed into corruption, and of thofe few
that are grown to a more heroical flate of
goodnefs: itiscertainly foreknowable what
they will do in fuch and fuch circumftan-
¢es. Not to add, that the divine decrees,
when they find not men fitting tools, make
them fo, where prophecies are perempto-
1y or unconditionate.

Barh. What Philotheus has hitherto ar-
gued for the reconciling of the divine Om.
nifcience with the notion of man’s frce- -
will and the nature of fin, bears along with
it a commendable plainnefs and plauﬁb}F
. nefs
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nefs for it’s eafinefs to the underftanding.
But in-my apprehenfion, forall it looks fo
repugnantly that there fhould-be a certain
foreknowledge of what is fre¢ and uncer-
tain, yet it feems more fafe to allow that
privilege to the infinite underftanding of
God, than to venture at all to citcum{cribe
his Omnifcience. For tho’ it may fafely
be faid, that he does not know any thing
that really implies a contradiétion to be
known; yet we are not affured but that
may feem a contradiion to us that is not
fo really initfelf. As for example, To our
finite underftanding a quadrate whofe dia-
gonial is commenfurate to one of the fides
1s a plain contradition, and we conceit we
can demonftrate it to be fo, that is to fay,
that the 7atso. of the one to the other is un-
conceivable and undefinable. But dare any
one be {o bold as to affirm that the Divine
Intelleét itfelf, whofe comprehenfion is in-
finite, cannot define to itfelf the ratio of a
diagonizl line in a quadrate to the: fide
- thereof ? The application is very obvious,
Philoth. It is {o, Bathynous. For I fup-
pofe in brief you mean this; That as the
diagonial line and fide of a quadrate, which
to our apprehenfion are incommenfurate,
are yet commenfurable to the infinite com-

prehenfion of the Divine Intelleét; fo a
certain
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certain and infallible Prefcience of uncer-
tain futurities, that feems inconfiftent to us,
may notwithftanding be deprehended a-
bundantly confiftent by the all-comprehen-
five underftanding of God. A very fafe and
fober folution of the prefent difficulty, I
amvery well contented it fhould be {o, Ba-
thynous, and that what I have offered at
therein fhould pafs as fpoken by way of
Efay rather than of dogmatizing, and ac.
cording to the fenfe of others rather than
mine own. :

Philop. 1 never faw that faying {o much
verified any-where, that wifdom ss eafy to
bim that underftands, as in Bathynous and
Philotheus’ difcourfes. Are you not
throughly fatisfied hitherto, Hylobares ?

Hyl {muﬁ confefs I am. But now I

. come to the moft confounding point, and

which is {uch as that I fear it is fatal to me
never to be fatisfied in.
Philoth. What is that, Hylobares ?

XXI. 'The Attribute of Spirituality, and that God
cannot be material.

Hyl, The Spirituality of God. It isthe
proper difeale of my mind, not to be able

| to conceive any thing that is not material

or corporeal, But I hope it is not a difeale
unto £=:ath. ) :
Philath. God forbid it fhould be, Hylo-

bares,



w0 Of Gop’ ATTRIBUTES.
bares, fo long as it is no impediment t6
. the belief of the Exiftence of God, and of
all thofe Attributes that are requifite for
the engaging a man’s {oul in the putfuit of
true piety and virtwe. God will at laft
bring fuch an one to the true knowledge of
himf{elf, whatever his ignorance may be
for the prefent. And for my part, I am not
fond of the notion of fpirituakity nor any
niotion elfe, but fo far forth as they are
fubflervient to /ifz and godlinefs ; that there
may be as much happinefs in this life, a8
human affairs are capable of, and that we
fnay be eternally happy in the life to come;
Otherwife I have no fuch great follcitude,
that any fhould be fuch trim and precif®
{peculators of things, as not to err an hairs.
breadth in matters of great perplexity and
obfcurity, : ]
 Euift. I read that fome of the Fathers
have been of opinton that God is a kind
of pure [ubtile body, : S
- Bath, That may very well be. But then
they had not that true and precife notion
of a fubtile body that moft philofophers
- have in this age: but it is likely they un-
derftood no more thercby, than that it was
a fubtile extended fudffance ; which, for
my part, I conceive in the general may
be true, But to fay it is properly a fubtile
- : body,
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body, is to acknowledge it a cosgerses of
very little gtomes toying and playing one
by-another, which is too mean a concepti.
onof the Miajefty of God. Befides, that
‘it isunconceivable how thefe loofe atomes,
which are {o independent of one another,
fhould join together to make up the God:
head ; or how they do confpire to keep
together, that there is not a diffolution of
the Divinity. Or thus : if this multitude
of divine atomes be God, be they inter:
fperfed amongftall the matter of the world ?
ordo they keep together ? If they be dift
petfed, God is lefs one than any thing elfe
in the world, and is rather an infinite num-
ber of Deities than one God or any God ;
and this infinite number in an incapacity
of conferring notes to contrive fo wife a
fame of the univerfe as we fee. But if
there be one congeries of divine atomes
that keep together, in which of thofe infi-
nite numbers of vortices is it feated ? or a-
mongft which ? or how it can it order the
matter of thofe vortices from which it is
fo far diftant? or how again do thefe a-
tomes, tho’ not interfperfed, communicate
notions one with another for one defign?
Do they talk or difcourfe with one ano-
ther ? or what do they do? And then a-

gain— s
- Hyl,
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- Hjyl. Nay forbear,  Bathynous, to go a.
ny farther, for you have put me quite out.
of conceit with a material Deity already,
the more my grief and pain. For to make
a matersal Deity, I muft confefs, feems
extremely ridiculous ; and to make a fpi-
ritual one impoffible : fo that I am in grea-
ter ftraits than ever I was. )

XXII. The falfe notion of a fpirit.

Philoth. Why, Hylobares, what conceit

have you of a 8pirit,that you fhould think
it a thing impoffible ?
- Hjyl. Is it not infinitely incredible, Phi
lotheus, if not impoffible, that fome thou-
fands of fpirits may dance or march ona
needle’s point at once ?

Cuph. Ay, and that booted and {purr'd
too.

Hpyl. And that in one inftant of time they
can fly from one pole of the world to the
other : ‘

Philoth. Thefe things, I muft confefs,
feem very incredible,

Hyl. And that the {pirit of man, which
we ufually call his foul, is wholly, with-
out flitting, in his toe, and wholly in his
head, at once ? If the whole foul be in
the toe, there is nothing left to be in the
head. Therefore the notion of a {pirit is
perfetly impoflible: or elfe all things lflze

. alike
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alike true : for nothing feems more impof-
fible than this. '

Philoth, But whofe defcription of a Spi-
ritis this, Hylobares ?

Hyl. 1t is, Philotheus, the defcription of
the venerable fchools,

Philoth. But did I not pre-advertifc you,
that no human authority has any right of
being believed when they propound con-
tradiétions ? Wherefore their rath defcrip-
tion of a {pirit- ought to be no prejudice to
-~ the truth of its exiftence. And tho’ the true
notion of a 1i;pirit were incomprehenfible,
yet that would be no folid argument againft
the reality of it; as you may obferve in
the nature of eternal fucceffion, which we
cannot deny to be, tho’ we be not able to
comprehend it.

XXIII. That there is afpiritual Being in the world.

Hyl. Thatis very true indeed, and ve-
ry well worth the noting., But how fhall
we be {o well affured of the exiftence of a
fpirit, while the comprelienfion of its #a-
ture 1s taken for defperate ? :

Philoth. That there is fome intelleGtual
Principle in the world, you were abundant-
ly convinced from the works of nature, as
much as that Archimedes his treatife de [phe-
ra & cylindro was from a rational agent: .
and even now it feemed ridiculous to you

) H beyond
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beyond all meafure, that a‘congeries of a-
tomes fhould be divine and mzellesinl =
wherefore there is fomething that is mot
matter that is sntelle@ual, which muft be
a fubftance immaterial or incorporeal, that |
is in a word, a Spirit. o

Hyl. I am, ¥ muft confefs, very ﬁrongl{
urged to believe there-is a Spirit as well
as an eternal Duration, tho’ I can com.
prehend neither. .

- Philoth. And that you may be farther
corroborated in your belief, confider the
manifold ftories of apparitions, and how
many {peétres have been feen or felt ta
wreltle, pull or tug with a man : which, if
they were a mere consgerses of atomes, were
impoffible. How could an arm of mere aie
or zther pull at another man’s hand or arm,
but it would eafily part in the pulling?
Admit it might ufe the motion of pulfion,
yet it could never that of attradtion.

Hyl. This indced were a_palpable de-
monftration that there muft be fome other
{ubftance in thefe fpeétres of ait or zther,
if the hiftories were true.

Euiff. We read fuch things happening
even in all ages and places of the world ;
and there are modern and frefh examples
every day: fo that no man need doubt of
the truth,

Hyl.
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XXJV. That exteafion and matter are not reciprocal.
. Thefe experiments indeed flrike
very ftrongly on the imagination and fen-
fes, but there is a fubtile reafon that pre-
{ently unloofes all again, And now me-
thinks I could with the nature of a fpirit
were more unknowa to me than it is, that
I'might believe its exiffence without med-
dling at all with its gfemce. But I cannot
but know thus much of it, whether I will
or no, that it is either extended, or not
extended ; I mean, it has cither fome-am-
phisude of effence, or elfe none at all. If
it has no amiplitude or extenfion, the ridi-
culeus hypothefis of the {chools will get
up again, and millions of Ipirits, for ought
T kaow, may dance on a needle’s point,
orrather, they, having no amplitude, would
be nothing. Ifthey have any amplitude ot
extenfion, they will not be fpsrits, but niere
body or matter. For, as that admired wit,
Des-Cartes folidly concludes, extenfion is
the very e/fence of master. This is one of
the greate(t arguments that fatally bear me
off from a chearful clofing with the belief
of fpirits properly fo called.

Pbhiloth. It is much, Hylobares, that you
thould give fuch an adamantine affent to
foweak and precarious an affertion as this
of Des-Cartes.” For tho’ it be wittily fup-

H 2 pofed
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pofed by him, for a ground of more certain
and mathematical after-dedutions in his
philofophy ; yet it is not at all proved, that
matter and extenfion are reciprocally the
fame, as well every extended thing matter,
as all matter extended. This is but an up-
ftart conceit of this prefent age. The anci-
ent atomical philofgphers were as much
for a vacuum as for atomes. And certainly
the world has hitherto been very idle, that
have made fo many difputes and try’d fo
many experiments whether there be any
vactum or no, if it be fo' demonftratively
concludible, as Des-Cartes would bear us
in hand, that it implies a contradition
there fhould be any. The ground of the
demonftration lies {o fhallow and is {o ob-
vious, that none could have miffed of it, if
they could have thought there had been
any force in it.

Hyl. It is true, this might in reafon a-
bate a man’s confidence a little, Philothe-
us ; but the apprehenfion is fo deeply ti-
vetted into my mind, that fuch rhetorical
flourifhes cannot at all loofen or brufh it
out. ,

XXV. That there is an extenfion ingrinfical to

motion,

Philoth. Well then, give me leave, Hy-

lobares, to attack you fome other Wa)(’l-
: Di
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Did you not fay even now, that whatever
has no extenfion or amplitude is nothing ?

Hjyl. 1 did, and do not repent me of {o
faying. For I doubt not but that it is true,

Phsloth. -Wherefore extenfion or ampli-
tude is an intrinfical or effential property of
ens quatenus ens, as the metaphyficians
phrafe it. ’

Hyl. Trisfo. -

Philoth. And what 1s an intrinfical or
etﬁf'cntial attribute of a thing, is in the thing .
ielf, ' o '

Hyl. Where fhould it be elfe ¢

Philoth. Wherefore there is extenfion in
ev;y thing or entity.

hl. It cannot be deny’d.
Philoth, And it can as little be deny’d
but that motion is an entity, I meana phy-
Jical entity.

Hyl. Tt cannot.

Philoth, Therefore extenfion is an ins
trinfecal property of motion.

hh&l. It muft be acknowledged ;' what
then?

Philoth, What then? Do you not yet
fee, Hylobares, how weak an affertion that
of Des-Cartes is, That extenfion and mat-
ter are reciprocal? for you plainly fee that
extenfion is intrinfecal to motion, and yet
motion is not maiter.

H 3 ' , ‘.Hyl.
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- Hyl. Motion is not. ens, but modus. entis.
Philoth. Nay, by your favour, Hyloba-
res, motion is ens, tho’ in fome fenfe it
may be faid to'be modus corporis.
L. Methinks I am, I know not how,

Philotheus, illaqueated, but not truly cap-

tivated into an affent to your conclufion.
Philoth. That is becaufe you are alrea-
dy held captive in that inured conceit of
Des-Cartes, that makes you fufpeét folid
reafon for a fophifm..
Hyl. If motion were a thing that was
loofe or exemptitions from matter, then I

_could not but be convinced that it had ex-

that pervades t

senfion of its own ; but being it is a mere

mode of matter, that cannot pafs from it
into another fubje&, it has no other exten-
fion than that of the matter itfelf it is in.
Philoth. But if it have another eflence
from the matter itfelf, by your own con-
eeffion it muft however have another ex-
tenfion. Befides, you feem miftaken in
what I mean by motion. For I mean not
fimply the trarﬁation, but the vis agsrans
whole body that is mo-
ved. Which both Regius and Des-Cartes
acknowledge exemptitious and loofe, fo
that it may pafs from one part of matter to
another,

- Hjyl, But what is that to me, if I donot?
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Philoth. It is at leaft thus much to you,
that you may take notice how rafhly and
fly both Des-Cartes aad Regius
affert extenfion and matter to be reciprocal,
while in the mecan time they affirm that
which according to your own judgment
does plainly and convincingly infer that
extenfion is more general than matter.

Hyl. Tcis, I muft confefs, a fign that
the apprehenfions of men are very humous-
fome and lubricous. ] -

Philoth. And therefore we muft tak

heed, Hylobares, how we let onr minds
cleave to the opinion of any inan out of ad-
mirstion of his perfon.

Hyl. That is good advice, and of great

uence(if it be given betimes)for the
keeping out of error and falfhood. But
when a fancy is once ingrafted in themind,
how fhall one get it out ?

Philoth. 1 muft confefs I marvel much,
Hylobares, that you being fo fully con-
vinced that every real and phyfical entisy
has an inwinfecal extenfion of its own,and
that motion is a phyfical entity different
from matter, you fhould pet be prefently
convinced that motion has alfo an intrinfe-
cal extenfion of its own. To which you
might add, that the manaer of the extenfi-
on of matter is different fram the naturei;)f

' the
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the extenfion in motion : the former being
one fingle extenfion, not to be leflened nor
increafed without ‘the leffening and in-
creafe of the matter itfelf ; but the other a
gradual extenfion, to be leflened or aug-
mented without any leflening or augment-
ing the matter. Whence again it is a fign
that it has an extenfion of its own, redupl-
_cative into itfelf, or reducible to thinner
or weaker degrees; while the extenfion
of the matter remains flill fingle and the

fame.

Hyl. 1 muft confefs, Philotheus, that I
am brought to thefe ftraits, that I muft ei-
ther renounce that principle, That every
phyfical entity has an intrinfecal extenfi-
on of its own, as much as it has an intrin-
fecal eflence of its own, (which I know
not how todo; ) or elfe I muft acknow-
. ledge that fomething befides matter is ex-
tended, But I mulft take time to confider
ofit. I am fomething flaggered in my
Jjudgment,

XXVI. That there is an immovable extenfion dif

- tinét from that of movable matter.

Philoth. Give me leave thet, Hyloba-
res, to follow my blow with one ftroke
and fee if T cannotftrike your opinion with
one blow more to the ground,
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Hyl. Do, Philotheus, I will fland the
fhock of it. - .

Philoth. Place yourfelf then under the
zquinotial line, Hylobares. "

Hyl. Ts it not better being in this cool
arbout ?

Philoth. 1hope the mere imagination of
the torrid zone will not heat you. But you
may place yourfelf in a more temperate
clime, if you pleafe.

Hyl. What then Philotheus ?

Philoth, Shoot up an'arrow perpendicus
larly from the earth ; the atrow, you know,
will return to your foot again. :

Hyl. If the wind hinder not.® But what
does this arrow aim at?

Philoth. This arrow has defcribed only
right lines with its point, upwards and
downwards, in the air; but yer, holding
the motion of the earth, it muft alfo have
defcribed in fome fenfe a circular or cur
vilinear line.

Hyl. It mutft fo.

Fhiloth. But if you be fo impatient of
the heat abroad, neither your body nor
your fancy need ftep out of this cool bowre.
Confider the round trencher that glafs ftands
upon it is a kind of fhort cylinder, which
you may eafily imagine a foor longer if
you will, ,

: Hyl,
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...Hjl Very eafily, Philotheus. . .~ «°

Philoth. And as eafily fancy a lime deawn
from the top of the amss of that cylsnder t0 -
ch%enjpbeﬂe,of the bafis. :

.. .[Hyl, Every jot as eafily. .

Philoth. Now imagine this cylinder tdr-
ned round on its gxis. Daes not that line
from the top of the axis to she peripherie
of the afis neceflarily defcribe a conscum
in one circumvolution?

Hyl. Tt does fo Philotheus.

- Philoth. But it defcribes no {uch figure
in the wooden cylinder itfelf: as the ar
row in the acreal .or material zquinoctisl
circle defcfibes not ahy line but 4 right
one. In what therefore does the ohe de
- {fcribe, fuppofe, a circular kine, the other
4 conscum? ‘

Byl As1live, Philotheus, I am firuck
as it were with lightning frot this furpri-
. ging confideration.

Philoth. 1 hope, Hylobares, you ate |
pierced with fome meafure of illugmination

Hyl, 1 am fo. \ |

Philath. And thet you are ¢onvinced;
that whether you kive ot no, that there ever
was, is, and ever will ba. an imsmevable s8:
tenfion diftin& from that of movable matser.

Hyl. This evidently demonftrates the
. exiftence of the ancient democrstifh wcu:’{ |

: iy, |
|
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. #m, and withal that extenfion and matter

" gre not convertible terms ; for which yet

 Cartefius {6 much coptends. This conceir

“isfirack quite dead with the point of the
amow defcribing a curvilinear line in the
fesdy 22quinoctial circle. And ifit fhould
ever offer to flame out again into lifein my
thoughts, I would ufe the conicum as an
extinguifher to fmother it.

Philop. What a chearful thing the appre.

" henfion of truth is, that it makes Hyloba-
tes fo pleafant and {o witty ?

XXVII. That this extenfion diftin@ from matter

is not imaginary, but real.

Gupb. But methinks he clapshis wings
befoge the victory, or rather fubmits bes
fore he be overcome. For it may be fea-
fonably fuggefted, that it is real extenfion
and matter that are terms convertible ; but
that extenfion wherein the arrow-head de-
fcribes a curvilinear line is only imaginary,

Hyl. But it is {o imaginary, that it can-
not poffibly be dif-imagined by human un-
derftanding. Which methinks fhould be na
[mall earneft that there is more than an i-
maginary being there. And the ancient A-
tomifts¥call this vacuum Ty dva. 7 @bow,
the intangible nature ; which is a fign they
thought it fome real thing. Which appears

- farther
- ® Diog. Laert. in vita Epicuri,
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farther from their declaring, that this an
atomes were the only true things, but tha
the reft were mere appearances. And Ari
~ftotle fomewhere in his phyficks exprell
declares of the Pythagoreans, that they
held there was a vacuum, from an infinitc
{pirit that pervades heaven or the univerfe,
as living and breathing in virtue thereof. |

Euift. 1 remember the paffage very well:
it is in the fourth book and the fixth chapter.

5 " . \ ¢ 7
Elveu 8" spacar xai of I TvSarydpeior ne-
yov, xai Eweiriéval duTd TG Spavd e
T8 drelp8 TveduaToSs 65 AV dyaTvErTI.

Bath. As if this Pythagorick vacuum
were that to the univerfe which the airis
to particular animals, that wherein and
whereby they live and breathe. Whence'
it is manifeft the Pythagoreans held it 10

“imaginary being.

Hjyl. Andlaftly, O Cuphophron, unlefs
you will flinch from the dictates of your fo
highly-admired Des-Cartes, forafmuch s
this vacuum is extended, and meafurable,
and the like, it muft be a reality ; becaufc
non entis nulla eft affe&io,according tothe
reafonings of your beloved mafter. From
whence it fcems evident that there is a1
extended fubftance far more fubtil than bo-
dy, that pervades the whole matter of the
univerfe. ' - '
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Bath. Excellently well argued, O Hy:
lobares! Thou art become not only a dif- -
¢iple, but a very able champion for the
truth of immaterial beings, and therefore
artnot far off from the right apprehenfion
of the nature of God. Of whofe effence I
muft confefs I have always been prone to
think this fubtile extenfion (which a man
cannot dif-imagine but muft needs be)tobe
amore obfcure fhadow or adumbration, or
tobeamore general and confufed apprehen-
fion of the Divine Amplitude. For this
will be neceffarily, tho’ all matter were an.
nihilated out of the world. Nay indeed
this iy antecedent to all matter, fgrafmuch
as no matter nor any being elfe can be con-
ceived to be but in'this, In this are all
things neceflarily apprehended o live and
move and have their being.

Sophr. * Lord, thou haft been our dwel-
ling-place in all generasions. Before the
mountains -were brought forth, or ever
thou hadft formed the earth or the world :
even from everlafting to everlafting thow
art God.

Bath. Whence the Cabbalifts have not
vainly attributed thofe titles of LAdonds and
Makém unto God, who is the smmovable
Mover, Receptacle and Suftainer of all

1 things.

* Pl go. 1,3,
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things. An{werable to what Hylobares no-
ted of the opinion of the Pyrhagoreans,
who have a great affinity with the ancient
Cubbalifts.

Cuph. What myfterious conceits has Ba-
thynous of what can be but a mere vacy-
ui at beft? _

Barh, It is an extenfion plainly diftin&®
from that of matter, and more neceffarily
to be imagined in this diftinGtnefs than
that extenfion of matter, and therefore a
ground infinitely more certain of the exif-
tence of an infinite Sprit than the other of
indefinite matter. For while that extenfion
which Cartefius would build his matter on
is conceived movable, this Spirit is ne-
ceflarily fuppofed in which it moves, as ap-
pears from Philotheus his inftances. So
that #his is the exte;yion only which muft
imply the neceflity of the exiftence of fome
real being thereunto appertaining; which
therefore muft be coincident with the Ef
Jence of God, and cannot but be a Spir,
becaule it pervades thg matter of the uni-
verfe. '

Cuph. Tt is only the capacity of matter,
Bathynous. ‘

" Barh. What do you mean by capacity,
Cuphophron? Matter i# potentia? =
Cuph. Yes. v
Bath.
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Bath. But we concetve this extenfion
loofly diftinét from that of matter: that
of matter being movable, this immovable ;
that of matter diji'e;pible, this indifcerp:lle.
For if it were difcerpible, it would be
alfo movable, and fo 1p/o fafo diftinguith
ilelf from the indifcerpible and immovable
extenfion. But when ens potentia is once
made ens affu, they are one and the fame
undivided effence atually exiftent, nor
can poflibly be loofe from one another
while they are: as your metaphyfical wit
cannot but eafily apprehend.

Cuph. 1 cannot {o eafily apprehend it in
this cafe, Bathynous, who muft, with Des-
Cartes make extenfion and master recipro-
cal. For I am certain I am illaqueated with
amere fophifm, forafmuch as I cafily con-
ceive that, if God were exterminated as
well as matter out of the world, yet this
extenfion you talk fo magnificently of
would to my deluded fancy feem neceffa-
rily to remain.  But if there were no God
nor matter, there would be nothing. Which
is a plain fign that this remaining extenfi-
on is the extenfion of nothing, and therefore
that itfelf is nothing but our imagination.

Bath. 'This is cunningly fetch’d about,
OCuphophron. But if you well confider
things, this fetch ;f yours, which fcems
. ) 2 to
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to be againft me, is really for me, Forin

" that you acknowledge that while you con-

ceive God exterminated out of the world,
this extenfion does notwithftanding remain,
it is but an indication of what is true, that
the conception of God’s being extermi
nated out of the world implies a contradic-

tion, as moft certainly it does. For no ef |

fence that is exterminable can be the ef
fence of God, forafmuch as his eflence im:

plies necefliry exiftence. Wherefore that.

God which you did exterminate, that is to

fay, conceived exterminable, was afig-

ment of your own:but that extenfion which
remains to you whether you wilt or no, i
really and ‘indentifically colncident with
the amplitude of the effence of God, Whence
we may {ee not only the folty, but the it
piety, of the other pofition, twhich would
tranfplant that maifi pterogative of God, I
miean his fieceflaty exiftetice, upoh mattef,
upon pretente that whatever Is extended
muft be fuch; dnd withal neceffarily exter-
minate God out of the univerfe with as ma-
ny as cannot conceive any thing to be but
what is extended, that is to fay, has fome
kind of amplitude or other.

" XXVIIL A freh appeal touching the truth of thst

point to reafon, fenfe and imagination.

Hyl. And therefore it had been my iné:
: vitable
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vitsble fate to have been an Atheift, had
not Philotheus fo fortunatcly freed me
from fo mifchievous a conceit by thofe in-
ftances of the comicum and arrow. ForI
do moft immutably apprehend thereby,
that there is an extenfion diftinét from that
of matter, which tho’ we fhould admit to
be imaginary, yet this at leaft will refult
therefrom, That extenfion being thus ne-
ceflarily applicable as well to imaginary
ings as to real, it is rather a Jogscal nott-
“on than a phyfical, and confequently is ap-
plicable to all objelts as well meraphyfical
a3 phyfical.

Cuph. As well phantafiical ot imagina:
ry a5 phyfical, you fhould fay, Hylobares: -
For if any real thing be extended, it isip-
Jo facto matter, as that oracle of philofo-
phy has concluded, I mean Renatus Des-

es.

_Hyl. That is again {pitefully interpofed,,
Cuphophron, (but not at all proved) and:
yet repugnantly to your own admired o~
nicle, who has declared, as I told you be.-
fore, that nébili nulla eft affeiio.” Where-.
fore there being a meafurable extenfion di--
flin€t from that of matter, there is alfo &
fubftance diftinétfrom matter, which there--
fore muftt be mmaterial, and confcqucn;l‘y; \
metaphyfical. But that therc is an extenft-

. _ 13 om
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on diftinét from matter, is apparent in that
inftance of the conicun,

Cuph. There is no real defcription of
a conicum, Hylobares, nor in any extenft
on but that of the wooden cylinder it-
felf. Thefe are whims and turnings of our
fancy only : and then we make grave the-
ological inferences, and ufes of reproof, as
if we carried all before us.

Hyl. Anfwer me but with patience, Cu-
phophron, and I doubt not but I fhall
quickly convince you, that there is more
than fancy in thofe arguings. I will appeal
to your reafon, your imagination, and your
Jenfe. What therefore is it, O Cuphophron,
to defcribe a figure, as the mathematicians
{peak, but to draw fome extenfim or fome
point of it through the parts of fome other
extenfum, fo that the parts are pafled
through of that extenfim in which the fr
gure is faid to be defcribed ? )

Cuph. Right, Hylobares, that is plain
at firft fight. :

Hyl. This to gratify your reafon. But
farther too, to carefs your fenfe and fancy,
let us imagine for that wooden cylinder 2
glafs one, with a red line in it for its 415
snd from the top of this axss another re
line drawn down to the peripherie of the
- bafis ; which lines would be vifible “: ,

: ! ' you
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your very fight through the tranfparent

lafs 7 - .
: Cuph. A fine thing to play with, Hylo-
bares, what then ?

Hyl. T would have you play with fuch
athing, O Cuphophron, but in fuch fort,
ssto make it turn {wiftly upon its axss,
And there will appear to your very fight
ared conicum, like the ufual fhape otg an
extinguither. If the line were blue, it
would be like it fomething in colour as
well as figure. This I conceive (for I ne-
ver try’d 1t, nor thought of it before now)
youmight diftin{tly {ee in the glafs.
hiC;cpb. A goodly fight : but what of all
tius ¢ -

Hyl. T demand in what exfenfum this
conicum is defcribed ?

Cuph. Tn the fame it is feen, namely in
the glafs, Hylobares.

Hyl. You anfwer what is impoffible, Cu-

hopron, and againft your firlt conceffion,
%or the red line does not pafs through the
parts of the glafs, but is carricd along with
them,and therefore cannot defcribe the co-
nicum in it. But there is a contcum defcri-
bed even to your very fenfe. In what ex-
tenfum therefore is it defcribed ? .

Cuph. In an imaginary extenfum.

Hjyl. But what is imaginary, Cuphophron,

is
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is a figment made at pleafure by us: But
this extenfum we cannot dif-imagine, as I
told you before, but it is whether we will

or no: for no figure can be drawn but

through the parts of fome extenfum.

Cuph. 1 am caft upon the fame anfwers
again that I was before : then it is the sdes
of a poffible extenfum, which indeed the
glafs-cylinder aftually is.

Hyl. That is tofay, It isthe particular

or individual poffible idea of that extenfum

which the glafs-cylinder is atually.

" Cuph. It is that, or elfe I confefs I know
not what it is. It is a mockery of the mind,
it is a troublefome fallacy.

Hjyl. But you do not mean any idee in
our brain by this poffible sdea. For the red

line that defcribes the comicum is in the
glafs, not in our brain.

Cuph. Therefore I muft mean the ob-
je& of that idea.

Hyl. But is not the aftual defcribing
of a figure in a mere poffible extenfim like
fenfe to the writing of an actual epiftle ina.
poffible fheet of paper? Befides, this par-
ticular or individual poffible idea of the ex-
tenfum which this particular cylinder is,
aftuallyis an immovable extenfirm, but this

‘cylinder removable from it even while it
does exift, How can it then be that p:lr;i;
Y
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¢itir poffible extenfim which the cylinder
it aétually : but admit it could be, and let
this cylinder be removed from this pofe
fible immovable extenfum, and another cy-
linder of the fame bignefs fucceed into its
place. Now this fecond cylinder is afual-
Zgldt particulat extenfum which flill the

¢ individual poffible extenfum is or
was potentially. And fo both the firft and
fecond cylinders are one and the fame in-
dividual cylinder : for one ifm‘i?iﬁ‘ualfojl
fibility can afford no more than one sndivs-
twal auality in the world. And therefore
one ahd the fame cylinder is in two dif
tant places at once.

Sopbr. This makes Cuphophron mb hig
temples. I believe he is confounded in the
midft of this hot and hafty tareer he has
taken a-freth in the behalf of Des-Cartes,
Lét mie help him a litde. Tt may be that
immovable poffible cylindriacal exrenfum
isthe genus of the two other cylinders,
and, as [ remember, * Des-Cartes ttimates
fome fuch thing. :

Hyl. But how can that which is immoy-
able, O Sophron, be the gemus of thofe
things that are movable 2 And we will fup-
pofe both thefe cylinders removed ﬁ;%i}\

is
* Princ. philof. par, 2. fo&t. 10, 11, -
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this poffible cylindrical extenfum, and
thus the genus will be deferted of its fpeci.
es, and the [pecies deftitute of their gesss.
Which can be good in no logick but Cu-
phophron’s or Des-Cartes’, But if by genus
you mean a mere logical notion, that is on-
ly in the brain, which the red line is not,
but in the glafs. e

~ Sophr. Nay, Tperceive there is no deal-
ing with Hylobares when his wit is once
awakened. I am prefently forced to found
a retreat, And yet I care not to caft this

one conceit more at him before I run away.

What if T fhould fay it is only fpatium i-
maginarium, Hylobares ? ,

Hjyl. Then -you would only fay but
what in effe& Cuphophron has faid twice
already. But I tell you, Sophron, that the
extenfion of this fpace which you call &
maginary is real. For whatfoever is a re-
al affeltion or attribute unywhere, (and
you know extenfion is fo in matter) s e-
very where real where it is deprebended
to be independently on our imagination,
And that this extenfion is actual, neceffa-
ry and independent on our imagination, is
plainly difcoverable in thofe inftances of
the arrow and conmicumn. '

Philoth. You are an excellent proficient,
Hylobm:es, that can thus vary, t:mprov:l

/ : an
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and maintain things from fo few and flen-
der hints. I never.fpoke with better fuc-
tefs to any one in all my life touching
thefe matters. ,

XXIX. The effential properties of matter.

Hyl. 1 find myfelf hugely at eafe fince
your freeing me, O Philotheus, from that
prejudice, that whatfoever is extended, muft
bematter. Whence I can now eafily admit
the exiftence of {pirits ; but have therefore
the greater curiofity, and find myfelf fine-
ly atleifure, to be more punétually in-

fted concerning the nature of them.

Philoth. T date fay, Hylobares, you will
be able abundantly to” inftruét yourfelf
touching that point, if we do but firft care-
fully fettte the notion of matter, whofe ef-

ence T conceive confifts chiefly in thefe
three areribures, [elf-difunity, [elfimpene-
Irability, and felfinalrvity.

Hyl. Bur T defire, O Philotheus, toknow

¢ diftin® meaning of every one of thefe
ferms,

Philoth, By felf-difunity 1 underftand
tothing  elfee “but that matter has no vin-
Ghim of its own to hold it together,
o that of itfelf it would be difunited into
Lcongeries of meve phyfical monads, that
5, tnto fo little particles, that it implics a
tontradiction they fhould be lefs,

Hyl,
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Hyl. T underftand the notion well e
nough. But what makes you attribute djf
unity to matter rather than firm union of
parts, efpecially you attributing fefinac.
¢ivity thereto ? :

Philoth. Becaufe there is no vinculum
imaginable in matter to hold the parts to- ‘
gether, For you know-they are impene
trable, and therefore touch one another
as it were in {mooth fuperficies’s, How
therefore can they hold together ? what
is the principle of their union ¢ |

Cuph. O, that is very clear, Philotheus;
that ftupendious’ wit %l,)es’-Cartes plainly
tells us that it is ref2. ‘ |

Philoth. But I pray do you tell me, Cu- }
phophron, what is ref? ¢ .

Cuph. That is eafily underftood from
motion, which Des-Cartes intimates to be
the feparation or tranflation of one pazt of
matter from the other.

Philoth. And (o reft is the union or un-
feparatenefs of one part of matter from an-
other. , .

Cuph. I can imagine nothing elfe by it.
For if a whole mafs of matter move toge-
ther in one hard piece, the whole is mo-
ved ; but the parts in refpect of one ano-
ther, becaufe they do not feparate one
from another, are {aid to reft. on this
account

|
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account motion is faid to be reciprocal, be-
caufe indeed feparation is fo.

Philoth. Then reft and unfeparatenefs
of parts are all one.

Cuph. It feems fo.

Philoth. And unfeparatenefs and union
all one.

Cuph. The very fame, I think,

Philoth. Why then, reft and union are
all one, and fo the principle of the unjon
of the parts of matter is the union of their

arts.
] Hyl. 'That is, they have no principle of
union at all,and therefore of themfelves are
difunited. ‘ .

Philoth, And there is great reafon they
fhould bave ‘none, forafmuch as they are
tobe bound together in fuch forms and
meafures as fome more divine caufe fhall
order.

Cuph. I think in my heart Philotheus
and {iylobares have both plotted a confpi-
racy together againft that prince of philo-
fophers, our admired Des-Cartes.

Hyl. Philotheus and I have confpired
in nothing, O Cuphophron, but what fo
noble a philofopher would commend us
for, that is, the free fearching out of truth :
in which I conceive we are not unfuccefF
ful. For I muft conlfgfs I am conv’mclfd
, that
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that this firft attribute of matter, as Philo-
theus has explained it, is true. And for feif=
impenetrability, it is acknowledged of all
fides, But whatdo you mean, O Philo-
theus, by felfinaltivity ?

Philoth. 1 mean that matter does not
move nor atuate itfelf, but is or has been
always excited by fome other, and cannot
modify the motion it is excited into, but
moves direétly fo as 1t is firft excited, un-
lefs fome external caufe hinder,

Hyl. This I underftand, and doubt not
of the truth thereof.

Cuph. This is no more than Des-Cartes
himfelf allows of.

Bath. And good reafon, O Cuphophron,
he fhould do fo. For there being no meds-
um betwixt felf-aétivity and felfinactivity,
nor betwixt felf-union and felf-difunity, nor
any immediate genus to thefe diftributions,
as cogitation and figure are to the kinds or
modes under them, it is neceflary that one
of the twain, and not an indifferency to
either, fhould be the innate property of fo
fimple an effence as matter: and that there-
fore felf-inaltivity and felf-difunity fhould
be the properties thereof, it being a paflive
principle, and wholly to be guided by an-
other. .

Philoth. You fay right, Bathynous; and
' v . the
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the confe@ary from all this will be, That
fympatby cannot. immediately belong to
matter, |

Hyl. Very likely.
~ Philoth. We are fully agreed then touch.
ing the right notion or nature of matter,Hy-
lobares,

Hyl. We are {o, Philotheus.

Philoth. Can you then mifs of the true
notion of a fpirst ¢

XXX. The true notion of a fpirit. ,

Hyl. Methinks I find myfelf able to de-
fine it by-the rule of contraries. For if felf:
difunity, felf-inaltivity, [elf-impenetrabili-
ty, be the eflential attributes of master ox
body ; then the attributes of the oppofite
fpecies, viz. of [pirit, muflt be felfunity,
Jeifactivity, [elf penetrability.

Philoth. Very right, And have you not
13 diftinét a notion of every one of thefe at-
ttibutes as of the other ?

Hyl. 1 will ry. By the felfunity of a
fpirit I underftand a {pirit to be smmediate-
lyand gffentially one, and to want no other
vinculum to hold the parts together but its
own effence and exiftence ; whence it is of
its own nature indifcerpible.

Philoth. Excellently well defined.

Hyl. This I am carried to by my rea-

fon, “But methinks my imagination boggles
K2 and
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and ftarts back, and brings me into a {ufpi-
tron that it is the notion of a thing that

cannot be. For how can an extended fub-
ftance be indivifible or indifcerpible ? For

uatenus extended it muft be divifible,
Philoth. 1tis true, it is intelleFually di-

vifible, but phyfically indifcerpible. There-
fore this is the fallacy your fancy puts up- .
on you, that you make sndsvifibility and

indifcerpibility all one. What is intelleu-
ally divifible may be phyfically indivifible

or indifcerpible : as it 1s manifeft in the na- |

turc of God, whofe very ides implies in-
difcerpibility, the contrary being fo plain
an imperfeétion. For whatfoever is difcer-
pible is alfo movable : butnothing is mov-
able but muft be conceived to move in that
which is a neceffary and immovable ef
fence, and which will neceffarily be, tho’
there were nothing elfe in the world : which
therefore muft be the holy. effence of God,
as Bathynous has very well noted already,

and feems to have light upon the true 70

re” ~ ’ . on -
@WowTor X8y axiynrov, which Ariftotle

{ought for above the heavens, but Bathy-
nous has rightly found to be every-where.
Wherefore atlength to make our inference;
If it imply a contradiction, Hylobares, that
the Divine Extenfion fhould be difcer-

pible,
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pible, extended effence guatenus extended
cannot imply phyfical divifibility.
. Hyl. It is very true, Philotheus.

Philoth, What hinders then but fpirit
quatenus {pitit, according to the right «dea
thereof, be smmediately or effentially one,
that is to fay, indifcerpible ? For what is
immediately and eflentially one, and not
ftrumentally, or one by virtue of fome o
ther, is neceflarily and immutably one, and
it implies a contradition to be otherwife,.
while it at all is, and therefore is indifcer-
pible. ,

Cuph. Why, Philotheus? cannot the
Omnipotence of God-himfelf difcerp a {pi-
1, if he has.a mind toit?

Philoth. He may annihilate a fpiit, if
hewill. But if a fpirit be immediately and
effentially one, he can no more difcerp it,
than he can feparate that psoperty, of hav:
ing the power of the hypotenufz equal to
the powers of both the bafis and cathetus,
from a reiangle-sriangle,

Cuph. You know,Philotheus, Des-Cartes
afferts that God might change this proper-
ty of a retangle-triangle, if he would.

Philoth. He does indeed fay fo, but by
way of a flim jear to their ignorance, as he
deems i, that are not aware of his fuppof-
¢d mechanical neceffity of the refult of all.

- K3 the
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the phenomena of the world from the mere
motion of the matter, This piece of wit I

fufpe in this paradox of that great Philo- .

fopher. However, I will not contend with

you, Cuphophron : Let but a fpirit be 10 }
more difcerpible than that property ofa

reftangle-triangle is feparable from it, and
then we are agreed.

Cuph. I am well pleafed that we cand

gree in any thing that is compliable with
the ditates of the noble Des-Cartes.

Philoth. So I dare fay fhould weall,0
Cuphophron: But I muft purfue my put

pofe with Hylobares, What do you under-
ftand by felfaé#ivityinafpirit, Hylobares?
Hyl. T underfland an a&tive power 112

fpirit, whereby it either modifies itfelfac- |

cording to its own nature, or moves the
~ matter regularly according to fome certain

modifications it impreffes upon it, uniting -

the phyfical monads into particles of fuch
magnitude and figure, and guiding them
in fuch motions as anfwer the end of the
fpiritual agent, either conceived by 1t of
incorporated into it. Whence there appears,
as was faid, the reafon why both difun)
and inafivsty fhould belong to matter.

- Philoth. Very accurately and fuccin&llz
anfwered, Hylobares, You are fo nimbﬂ
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atit, that certainly you have thought of
thefe notions before now.

Hyl. 1 have read fomething of them,
But your dexterous defining the attributes
of matter might of itfelf make me a little
more chearfully nimble at defining thofe of
afpirit, efpecially now I can clofe with
the belief of its exiftence, which I could
never do heartily before. And for the laft
Attribute, which {feemed to me the moft °
puzzling, I mean that of [elfpenetrability,
Itis now to me as eafy a notion as any:
and I underftand nothing elfe by it, but
that different fpirits may be in the fame
fpace, or that one and the fame may draw
1s extenfion_ into a lefler compafs, and fo
have one part of its effence lie in the fame
fpace with fome others : by which power
1tis able to dilate or contraét itfelf. This
Leafily conceive may be a property of a-
ny created-and finite {pirit, becaufe the ex»
tenfion of no fpirit is corporeal.

Philoth, Very true. But did you not ob-
ferve, Hylobares, how I removed [ympa-
thy from‘the capacity of matter ?

Hyl, 1 did, Philotheus; and thereby I
Cannot but colleét that it is feated in the:

iritua] ot intcorporeal nature. And I une

erftand by this [jmpathy, not a mere com-
Pffiviry, but rather a coeltivity of[t.h.d
pirig
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fpirit in which it does refide : whichI con-.
ceive to be of great ufe in all perceptive,
fpirits. Forin virtue of this attribute; haw-
" ever or in whatever circumftances they are’
affeCted in one part, they are after the,
fame manner affeéted in all. So that if
there were a perceptive {pirit of an infinite
Amplitude and of an infinite exzltednefs
of Sympathy, where-ever any perceptive.
Encrgie emerges in this infinite Spirit, it
is fuddenly and neceffarily in all of it at
once. For I muft confefs, Philotheus, I
have often thought of thefe notions hereto-
fore, but could never attribute them to a
Jpirit, becaufe I could not believe therc
was any fuch thing as a {pirit, forafmuch
as all extenfion feemed to me to be corpo-
real. But your zquinoétial arrow has quite
ftruck that error out of my mind. For the
more I think of it, the more unavoidable
it feems to me, that that extenfion in the
2quinodtial circle wherein the arrow is car-
ried in a curvilinear motion is not only an
extenfion diftinét from thatof the aereal cir-
cle, but that it is an extenfion of fomething
real and independent of our imagination.
Becaufe the arrow isreally carried in fuch
a curvilinear line, and we not being able
to difimagine it otherwife, we have as
great a certainty for this as we have for a-

ny
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ny thing, For it is as certainly true as our
faculties are true: and we have no greater
certainty than that of our faculties. And
thus was the fole obftacle that kept me off
from admitting the exiftence of fpirits de-
molithed at once by the fkilful affaults of
Philotheus. . ' '

Philop. I am exceeding glad of it, Hy-
lobates, and muft owe Philotheus many
thanks for his fuccefsful pains, The Spirs-
tuslity of God then is not the leaft preju-
dice to your belief of his exiftence. ~ ~

Hyl. Not the leaft, Philopolis. The no-
tion of a fpsrst is now to me as eafic and
comprehenfible as that of matter ; and the
attributes of a fpirit infinitely more eafie
than the com petiblenefs of fuch properties
asthey muft be forced to give to matter
who deny there is any fuch thing as a fpi-
tit in the world. :

Philsp, Why then, you may without a-
ny more ado proceed to the laft Atmibute
of God which you propounded.

XXXI. The Attribute of Omniprefency.

Hyl. T will, Philopolis. It was Ommns-
prefency, I mean the effential Omniprefen-
¢y of God. For attending to the infinite
perfe@ion of God according to his idea, 1
cannot but acknowledge his Effence to be
infinite, and therefore that he is_effentially

prefent
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prefent every-where, And for thofe thar
would circum{cribe the Divine Effence, I
~ would afk them, how they can make his
Effence finite, and his Auributes infinite ;
or to what extent they conceive him cir-
cumfcribed. To confine him to 2 point
were intolerably ridiculous. And to pre-
tend that the amplifying of his Effence be-
yond this were any advantage or perfeéti-
on, were plainly to acknowledge that-the
taking away his effential Omniprefency ie
to attribute to him an infinite imperfeétion.
For any circumfcription implies an infinite
defect. Thefe confiderations, O Philopalis,
force me to believe that God is effentiaily
omniprefent, and that he pervades ail
things, even to all infinite imaginable fpas
ces. But whenI have thus cencluded with
mylelf,T am caft off agsin witha very rude
and importune check, as if this were ta
draw down the Divinity into miry lakes
and ditches and worfe{cented places, and
to be as unmannerly in our thoughts to the
true God as Orpheus is in his expreffions
to the Pagan Jupiter, .
Lt xtdise, uéyise Secw, ehopdve xézarggo.'
Euif?. Tt is the very verfe that Gregory
Nazianzen quotes in his inveives againft
Fulian the apoftate, and does feverely re-
S proach
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proach the poet for the flovenlinefs and un-
mannerlinefs of his ftyle,

Cuph. And well he may, Eufftor.

Eusft. But how fhall we redeem our i-
magination from this captivity into fuch
fordid conceits?

Cupb. 1 can tell, Euiftor, and Iam ve.
1y glad of the opportunity of the fhewing
the ufefulnefs of a peculiar notion I have
of the Omniprefency of God, to folve fuch
difficulties as this of Hylobares.

Hyl. For the love of the truth, good Cu-
phophron, declare it.

Cuph. But it is fo fublime, {o fubtile and
foelevated,O Hylobares, (tho’ not the lefs
folid) that I queftion whether it will be
difcretion to commit it to unprepared ears.

-.Hyl. Why? you fee, Cuphophron, that
Tam not altogether an undocible auditor of
metaphyficks, by Philotheus his fuccefs
upon me. Befides, it is againft the profef-
fed freedom of philofophizing in thefe our
meetings to fupprefs any thing, and the
more injurious, in that you have fet our
mouths a watering by the mentioning of fo
excellent a notion, and fo ferviceable for
the folving this prefent difficulty touching
the Divine Omniprefence,

Cuph. Well, Hylobares, becaufe youhdo

' thus
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thus forcibly extort it, I will not fupprefs
my judgment concerning. this matter.

Hyl. What is it then, dear Cuphophron?

XXXII. Cuphophron’s paradox of God's being

no-where. o e

Cuph. That God is no-where : and there-
fore neither in miry lakes nor dirty ponds,
nor any other fordid places. IRt

Hyl, Ha ha he.:Cuphopron, this is a fub-
tile folution, indeed, to come from one that
does, I think, as firmly adhere to the' be-
lief of a2 God as any one in the whole com-
pany. Ifall the Atheifts in Italy, in Eng-
land, in Europe, fhould hear this pious fo-
lution of thine, they would afluredly with
one voice cry out, Amen, venerable Cu-
phophron. ,

Cuph. Itis much, Hylobares, the Atheifts
fhould be fo univerfally devout.

Philop. This folution feems to me point-
blank againft the very words of fcripture ;
If I climb up into heaven, thou art there ;
If I defcend to the bottom of the fea, thou
art there alfo, and the like. And again, In
bim we live and move and have our being.
If we have all this in him, we have it no-
~where, if he be no-where, nor are we any-
where our-felves.
- Philoth. 1 fuppofe that Cuphophron’s
meaning is, that God is no-where crrcum:
- [eriptivé. Cuph.

\

t
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%z.b. I mean he is no-where effential-
us.

Poiloth. Monfler of opinions !

Sopbr.. The Pythagoreans and Platonifts,
ad all the eﬁabglhecgl religions of the civi-
lized parts of the world, are for the effential
emaiprefence of God : only Atiftotle places
kim on the primum mobile ; whom Pompo-
nstius, Cardan and Vaninus follow. Nor
doeLkaow any other opinion, nor could I
mugine any more divifions touching God’s
ptelence, but of thofe that would place him
at leaft fome-where, or €lfe of thofe that
would declare him every-where. But now
weare come from every-where to fome-
where, and from fome-where to no-where
atall This is a ftrain of wit, I {uppofe, pe-
caliar to this prefent age.

Cuph, Tt may be fo, O Sophron. For I

no age within the records of hiftory
has produced more elevated wits than this
prelent age has done, :

Barh. 1 fufpe this new conceit, O Cu-
phophron, of God’s being no-where, is the
wageith fuggeftion of fome fly and {culk-
ing Atheifts,(with which fort of people this
prefent age abounds) who, upon pretence
of extolling the nature of God above the
Capacity of being fo much debafed asto be
Prefent with any thing that is extended, have

, L thug

Llf,
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thus ftretched their wits to ¢he outmoft ex-
tent to lift the Deity quite out of the uai-
verle, they infinuating that which cannot
but imply as much in their own judgments.
For it i3 evident that that which is mo-
where is not at all, Wherefore it muft needs
make fine fleering {port with thefe elewst-
ed wits, while they fee their ill-intended
raillery o devoutly taken up for choiceft
- and {ublimeft pieces of natural theology
by well-meaning, but lefs cautious, centem-
plators of philofophical matters. . :

Euift. Is not this fomething inhofpital
for us all to fall upon Cuphophron thus in
his own arbeur at once ? ‘

Cuph. No, Euiftor, there is nothing.conr
- micted againft the laws of hofpitality, but
all tranfaéted according to that liberty: that
is given and often made ufe of in thefe
our philofophical meetings. "They are not.
at all uncivil, tho' you be extremely msuch
a gentleman, Euiftor, and it may be, a more
favourable eftimator of my diftrefled opr
nion than the reft, . - - ..

Euift. I muft confels I think none can
conceive better of your perfon, Cuphor
phron, than myfelf; but yomr affertion of
God’s being no-where is the moft odd and
unexpected affertion that ever I heard it
my life ; and, but that you are 6 very-well

: known

Y
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known for your piety otherwife, I fhould
lave-thought to have been the voice of a
down-right Atheit, You will pardon thi
liberty. - ’ §
“Cuph. 1 told you at firft, Euiftor, that
the notion was more than ordinarily fubtile
id fublime : Thefe things are not appre-
hended in an inftant.

" XXXIIL. The confutation of that paradox.
*Hyl. Ay but a man may in almoft lefs
that an inftant difcover the affertion to be
wpoffible, fuppofing God has any effence
#tall, a8 Philotheus or Bathynous could
quickly convince you.

Philoth. The caufe is in a very good
land; T pray you proceed, Hylobares.
- Hyl, ’{‘ell me then firft, O Cuphophron,
whether God be not as eﬁ'entialfy prefent
every-where as he is any where.

Cuph. That I muft not deny, Hyloba-
bates : He is.

Hyl, And whether his effential Attri-
butes be not in his Effence, not out of it.

(;‘upb. Who cati imagine to the contra-

. Hyl. And whether Omnipotency, where-
i3 contained the power of moving the
matter, be not an eflential Attribute of God.

dCule. That is univerfally acknowledg-
ca.

L 2 Hyl.
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Hyl. And that he does or did fometime'
move at leaft fome part of the matter.

Cuph. That Des-Cartes himfelf afferts,
with whom I am refolved to ftand and fall.

Hjyl. Now I demand, if it be poffible
" for the matter to be moved by the power
of God, unlefs there be an application of
God’s power to the matter ?

Cuph. It is not poffible, Hylobares.

lyl. Nor the power, being only in the

effence, not out of it, to be apply’d without
the application or prefence of the eflence
to that part of the matter the power aéts
upon.

Cuph. T am furprifed.

Hyl. And therefore there being a necef-

fity that the Effence of God fhould be pre-
fent to fome part of the matter at leaft, ac-
cording to your own conceffion, it is pre-
fent to all.

Cuph. And fo I believe you will infer,
Hylobares, that the Divine Effence is in
fome fenfe extended.
~ Hyl. That indeed, Cuphophron, might
be inferred, if need were, that there is an
amplitude of the Divine Effence. -

Bath, It might; but this in the mean
time moft feafonably noted : How that that
atheiftical plot laid againft the Exiftence of

God in that bold affertion, [ That there can
' ' be
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'be po extenfion or amplitude, but it muft
neceflarily be matter, | being defeated by
the notion of the effential Omniprefence of
God, to make fure work, and to baflle the
pth '.,th;:g raifed this fublime and elevated
on, that inftead of God’s being every-
where, according to the univerfal opinion
of all {fober men, that his nature is fuch that
be can be no-where : without which far-
Herch’d fubterfuge they could never have
bori two faces under one hood, and play’d
ithe ,drheift and Deif? at once, profeﬂ{ng
God was no-where, and yet that he was.
" Cuph. Is this your fagacity or deep me-
lancholy, Bathynous, that makes you fur-
mize fuch plots againft the Deity 7 For I
thave no more plot againft God,thanagainft
my own- foul, which I hold to be a {pirit.
And T hold God to be no-where, not as he
isGod, but as he is an intelle€tual {pirit:
for I hold of all fpirits, that’ they are no-
where. a
Hyl. Tt feems then, Cuphophron, that
the plot aims farther than we thought on,
not only to exclude God, but all the orders
of fpirits that are, out of the world.
Cuph. I know not what you call exclud-
ing out of the world, Hylobares; I am
fure T do not mean any excluding out of

being,
L3 Hyl,
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XXXJIV. That all fpirits are fome-where.
Hyl. That is mercifully meant, O Cu-

hophron; but we cannot conceive they are,
if they may not be upon any other terms
than you conceit them. And it is a won-.
der to me, that you do not caﬁlgf‘difccm
yourownfoul tobe fome-where, it you can
diftin&tly difcern her to be at all.

- Cuph, T do moft intimately and diftinét-
ly perccive my own foul or mind to be,
and that I am it, and yet without being a-
ny-where at all.

Hyl. But cannot you alfo think of two
things at once, O Cuphophron ?

Cupb. Every man can do that that can
compare two things or two 7dea’s one with
the other : For if he do not think of them
at once, how can he compare them ?

Hyl. Let not go therefore this percepti-
on you have of yourfelf, but raife up alfo
the sdea or remembrance of the indefinite-
ly extended matter of the univerfe, which
1s dif-continued no-where, but reaches from
your/felf to infinite {paces round about you,
or is continued from infinite fpaces round
about till it reach your thinking felffbip.
Can you be furrounded by all this, and
yet be no-where? Or can you compare

.your diftint fe)ffbip with this immenfe
compafs, and yet not conceive yourfelf
furrounded ? Cuph,
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. Cuph. I compare what is no-where with

that which is every-where, and find them
' 10 be doduPrrla.

Hyl. You fuppofe your mind or foul no-
where firft, or rather {ay fo,tho’ youcannot
conceive it, and then you cry out that the
wiverfe and the are doduBAnla. Which
ertor, if you were unprejudiced, this con-
fideration would. convince you of, efpeci-
;lly back’d with what palpably falls under
enfe. ‘

Cuph. What’s that, Hylobares ?

Hyl, The foul’s peing touch’d and trgnf-
fivd;as it were, from real objeéts ab extra
round about, from above and beneath, and
from every fide: which would be notori-
afly perceptible to you, if you could
pearch yourfelf, as a bird, on the top of
fome high fteeple. }

Cuph. It is more fafe to fuppofec the ex-
g;rimcnt, thanto try it. But what then,

ylobares ? :

Hyl. There being from above and be-
neath and from every fide round from
thofe external objeéts ( fuppofe of fight)
motion tranf{mitted to the perceptive foul
herfelf through the air and organs of her
body, and fhe palpably perceiving herfelf
thus affcted from things round about her,

1
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it is marnifeft from thence that fhe is in

the midft of them, according as fhe plain-.

ly feels herfelf to be, and that confequent-
ly fhe is fome-where. :

Cuph. That which is no-where caﬁﬁg{;f.

J
|
4

be in the midft of any things. It is only
the body that is in the midft of thofe ob-
jeéts, which obtrudes this miftake upon the
foul, while fhe thinks herfelf to be in the

midft of them, whenas indeed fhe is not..

Hyl. But the body with all its organs,
and thofe more external media. betwixt thie
body and the objefts, are but the inftru-
ments whereby the foul perceives thofe
diftant objeéts round about, Wherefore fhe
herfelf muft needs. be where the lines of
motion through thefe continued inftruments
of her perception do concenter, Nay in-
deed the tranfmiffion of any fingle motion
through matter that affets the foul is a
%alpable argument that fhe is fome-where,

or how can that which is fome-where, as

matter and motion are, teach that which is -

no-where ? How can they come at it, or
it at them? Not to add, that Des-Cartes
* himfelf expreflly admits that thofe ob-
Jje€ts the {oul fees and flies from or purfues
are without her. Wherefore many of thefe
in a compafs muft needs furround her, and

there-

* Princ. part. 1. art. 71,
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therefore they being without her, fhe muft
be within them, and fo of neceflity be
here.

Cuph. The Philofopher, it may be, there
flipsinto the ordinary conceit of the vulgar.

Hyl. Again, Cu;zophron, if the fouls of
men be no-where, they are as muchin one
m’s body as another’s, and one man’s
foul may “move another man’s body as
well as his own, and at what-ever diftance
that man is'from them : which feems im-
poffible for any finite fpirit to do, nor are
there any examples of their doing fo.

Cu{b. You give the reafon 6{ourfelf,
Hylobares, why they cannot act at an
difance ; namely, becaufe their power 1s

te,

Hyl, And you Cuphophron, acknow-
ledge fouls to be nearer and farther off, in
that you acknowledge they cannot act at
any diftancg. But that which is nearer and
f farther off is fome-where, at leaft dgfimitivé.
\ Cuph, And that one man’s foul does not
f move another man’s body, is becaufe it is
' Vitally united only to one.
| Hyl. Ts it then united to the infide of the
' body, Cuphophron, or to the outfide ?

- Cuph, "'That is a captious queftion. Fot
Whether T fay to the infide or to the out-

- fde, you will infer the foul to be fome-
! where,

!
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where. But that which is no-where cannot
be united to either fide. '

Hyl. And therefore is not united at all.

Cuph. Thefe things will not fall into e-
vezman’s capacity. h
~ Hyl. Again, Cuphophron, is the foul v-
nited to the body by its effence, or by fome
cffential attribute of the foul ?

Cuph. There is another caption, Hylo-
bares : for I forefee your fophiftry, that if
1 fay the effence of the foul is united with
the body, then the foul muft be where the
body is. ButifI fay by an efential artyi-
bute, the foul muft be where the effential
attribute is, and confequently where the
body is : fo that it will come all to one.

lyl. Or thus, Cupho?hron, Does not
the foul move thebody ¢ =~ = -
: Cu‘gb. What moves the bodies of bmtes,
Hylobares ¢ Is not their foul mere mecha
nical motion, according to thgt admirable
philofopher ? * - .

Hyl. But I afk you, does not the ratio-
nal foul by the power of its will move the

body ? o

' Czpb. Elfe there were no exercife of

free-will in external a&ions ? o
Hyl. Ts then the power of moving the

body thus by her will in the foul, or out

of the fou] ? -

S Cuph,
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gﬂpb. In the foul, Hylobares. .

lyl. How then can this power be ex-
eted on the body te move it, unlefs the
foul be eflentially prefent to the body to
exert it upon it ?

Cuph. By a certain emanative efficac
that g)mes }f"rom the foul. v By

Hyl. And flows like a ftreamer in the
air betwixt the foul and the body.

Cuph. You run always into thefe exten-
fional phantafms, Hylobares, the bufie im-

ortunities of which, whenI am raptupinte
my metaphyfical fublimities, 1look as con-
temptuoufly down upon, as upon the quick
wrigglings up and down of Pifmires and

Ea:igvigs upon the extended {urface of thé

carth.

Hyl. You have a very elevated foul, I
muft confefs, O Cuphophron. But I pray
you look down alittle lower and clofer on
this emanative energy of the foul upon the
body, and purfue it. from the body to the
fource of it, the foul, where ends it, Cu-

“phophren? . —

* Cuph. In the foul, Hylobares.
Hyl. But where is then the foul?
Cuph. No-where.  ~

~ Hyl. Why then it ends no-where, and

bégan from no-where, . 0

‘Cuph. That mufk necds'be, becaufe the

{oul 1s no-where. Hyl.
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Hyl. But this is marveloufly myfterious,
O Cuphophron, that there Thould be a conr
tinued cmanation betwixt two things,
whereof one is fome-where, and yet the
other no-where ; the intermediate emanats
on alfo proceeding but to a finite diftange.

_ Cuph. Metaphyficks were not Metaphy:
ficks, Hylobares, if they were not ’myﬁc-‘
- rious. S
Hyl. Had you not better admit of an im- i
material or metaphyfical extenfion with |
Philotheus and myfelf, than to harbour
fuch unconceivable notions, that ly fo un-
evenly in every man’s mind but yourows?

Cuph. I am not alone of this mind, Hy-
lobares. And as for Philotheus his opiniat |
and yours, (fince you have adopted it)I
have heard what has been faid all this |
while, and have thought of thefe things o |
ver and over again, but your reafons move
me nothing at all.

XXXV. The grounds of Cuphophron's paradox
. (that {pirits are no-where) procfucgd arid examined.

Hyl. ‘Tell me then, I pray you, Cu |
~ phophron, what is it chiefly that moved
you to be of the opinion that you are, That |
no [pirit can be any-where, or that the foul |

' |

of man is no-where ¢ .
_Cuph. O Hylobares, there be convin-
cing reafons of this feeming paradox, if they
, . .meet
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meet with a tnind capable of them: but
the ¢hief are thefe two. Fitft, In that the
nind ef man thinks of fuch things as are
mo-where, as of many moral, logical and
mathematical truths, which being of the
nature to be no-where,; the mind that con-
ceives them muft be neceffarily no-where
afo. The fecond, In that cegitation, asco-
gitation, is £pfo faito exempted or prefcind.

from all extenfion. For tho’ we doubt
whether there be any matier or any exten-
ded thing in the world, yet we are even
then affured that we are res cogitantes.
Which fhews that cogitation has nothing at
allto do with extenfion, nor has any appli-
cability to it; forafmuch as we petcetve
ourfelves to think, when we have not the
leaft thought of any thing extended. Where-
fore our thoughts having norelation or appli-
cability to extenfion, they have no applica-
bility to place, and confequently neither
they nor our minds are any-where. '
I;yl I partty underftand what you would:
be at, Cuphophron, but not fo fully as to
difcover any ftrength at all in your reafon.
ngs. The weaknefs of the firlt ground
you may underftand from hence ; That it
will as well follow, that the foul or mind
of man is fome-where, becaufe it thinks of
things that are fome-where, as that it is nos
.where,
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where, becaufe it thinks of things that are
no-where, Befides that thofe things which
you fay are no-where are fome-where, I
mean.thofe moral, logical and mathemats-
cal truths. For they are in the mind orfoul;
and the foulI'before demontftrated, I think,
to any unprejudiced auditor, to be in the
body, and the body you cannot deny but
to be fome-where. It is true, fome of thofe
truths, it may be, as they are reprefentats-
ons, relpeét neither time nor place; butas |
they are operations or modes of a fubjedt
or fubflance, they cannot but be conceryed
to be in that fubftance. And forafmuch 4s -
there is no fubftance but hss at leaft anef
Jential amplitude, they are in a {ubftance

. that is in"fome fort cxtended, and: fo by
virrue of their fubjeét muft neceflarily be

~ conceived to befome-where. For the. mode |

of a thing is infeparate from the thing itfglf. |
: Cuph. But here you run away with that, i
Hylobares, which I will not allow you:to
affume, viz. That there is a {ubftance of
the mind or. foul diftinét from cogitation.
I fay that cogitation itfelf is the very fub-
ftance of the foul, and therefore:the foul |
is as much no-where . as if it had no fub- |
flance at all, . . . ‘
" Hyl. But obferve, Cuphophron, that in
your {aying that eogstation itlelf is the ve:
o 1y
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ty fubflance of the foul, you affirm the
foul is a {ubftance. And fo my argumcnt
returts again upon you; tho’ the faying the
very operation is the fubftancc is a manifet
filthood. For the operations of the foul are
fpecifically diftinét, and fuch {pecifically
diftin€t operations fucceeding onc another
muft be, according to your account, fo ma-
ny fpecifical {ubftances fucceeding one an-
other. So that your foul would not be al-
ways the fame fpecifical fubftance, much
lefs the fame indsvidual; than which no-
thing can be more wild and extravagant,
Again, the foul is accounted a permancnt
thing by all men, but her operations are in
Jfluxand fucceffion : how then can the ope-
rations be the foul herfelf ! or what will
become of memory ? There is therefore,
O Cuphophron, a fubftance of the foul as
diftinét from its operations or fucceeding
cogitations, as the matter is from the fi-
gures and motions that fucceed in it.
" Cuph. I amnot yet convinced of that.
Hyl. And now for your fecond ground,
which would infer from our being affured
we think, while we doubt whether there
be any extended thing in the world, or, it
may be, think of no extenfion, that there-
fore our minds have no relqtion or applica-
bility to any extenfion whatfoever; The
weaknefs

»
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weaknefs of this reafoning you may ¢ifly
difcover, if you will but confider, “Phat
intenfion of heat or motion is confideted
without any relation to extenfion, and yet
itis rc]atcd? to a {ubjedt extendéd; fppofe
to a burningliot iron. And we think with
out at all thinking of time or of the coutle
of the fun; and yet our thought is appl
cable to time, and by the motion of the
fun may definitively be faid not to hive
commenced till fuch a minute of an hot¥, {
and to have ceafed by fuch a minute, Ahd
there is the fame reafon of place as of time,
that is to fay, fuch a man’s thoughrs m

be faid definitively to have been concei
cd in fuch a place, as well as within' fu

a time. And, to conclude, it feems &'
fophifm, to argue from the precifion df our
thoughts, that the things themfelwés are &
ally prefcinded one from another; and it
yet far woife, to infer they have not st
relation or applicability one to another. 2
they were {o unrelated indeed in the

and adequate apprehenfion of them, as-we
circumftantial as effential, then I con
the inference might be found : but whet
the mind is fo fet on the metaphyfich
rack as topull thofe things afunder that ar¢
found together in nature, and then to fay

they have no relation to one another, orto
leave

S
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Jeave out by inadvertency what cannot be
txqfuded from the perfecl sdea of fuch or
fuch & being; afl conclufions from fuch
puinciples muf} be like the principles them-

tres, defeive or difforted, And there-
e, being fo little fatisfied with Cupho-
phron’s folution of the prefent difficulty
taaching the Divine Omniprefence, 1 fore-
fee that Philotheus muft have the fole ho-
spur of fully eafing and fettling my mind
in a tght and rational apprehenfion of all:
the Astributes of Ged,.
o-Phidorh. The honaur of that fatisfation:
#due.to God alone, Hylobares, who has.

wea you fo quick an apprehenfion, and
{ompartial a lave of the truth, where ever:
dt1s found. .
«. Hyl, That honeus ] do unfeignedly ren--
det to. God that is his peculiar due ; and:
Yot Lehink there is 3 eivil gratigude due:
“ifo ta thofe that he youchfafes- 30 make:
inlruments of his geadnefs aad bounty, as-
be hag at ¢his time made you; Philothens.
And therefore you hewing had fe.excelient:
fasce(s hitherto, I defire you would pro— -
sed ta the folution of this laft difficulty,,
souching the Divine Quniprefench.
. XXXVL. That God s efientially pesfent every: -

- where. . L
. Fhijoth. 1 me,‘H{}obam,mi Ibelieve
13} “ © you

R
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you will find it one of the eafieft Bﬂqu have.
propounded, tho’ I muft’ eonfefs it-may
feem odd at the firft fight, as it:has done
to very famous criticks in points-of ‘theo
logy, who mainly frem this confideration,
that the foul and ill-fcented places of the
earth are an unfit receptacle of the ‘divine
Prefence, have made bold to confine the
Godhead to the heavens, - Which opinion
of theirs is rather to be imputed to the nics:
ty of their fenfe than to thé fagacityof thar
- wit, For all thofe things that feem:{d
and difagreeable in nature are not reslh
in” themfelves, but-only relasively ; ?’d
what is one creature’s poifon is the delight
- and food of another, and what is the death
of the one is the /fe of the other. So that
we may eafily conceive; tho’ God has a8
apprehenfion of whatever is, that yet there
is no neceflity at all that he ffiould be dif
affeéted, difgufted, or any way aan}wd
by being prefent with any thing . nay, 1
- ther, that it is impoffible he fhould, every
thing that implies imperfection: being-ie-
competible to the Divine Effence ; fo tht
he need not withdraw himfelf from if,‘.fh‘
fuffering nothing by immediately refidiog
in it, nomore than he can be wounded with
a fword or prick’d with a thorn ; and there
is the like reafon for any other ingrfatgc

, cnl6
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fenfe.. For_all is to be refolyed into the
motton and. figure.of the particles of the
maiter varioully imprefled. upon the organs
ofiour bodies : and what unholinefs or ab-
folute. -defilement cqn. there be in any ei-
ther anotion, figure,- or exility of fuch par-
ticles © Wherefore the frame of all natural
things-what{oever, nothing at all excepted,
ino.lefs snoffenfive, no lefs boly, no lefs
agreeable to the Eternal Mind, than the
Imes of a picture or flatue are to a limper
erfiatuary, no part whereof gives him the
leaftdifguftor averfation frém the matter he
bas thus thaped or figured ; for ar¢ and /il
sd reafon runs through all. Whence it ap-
pears that this exception againft the Omni-
prefence of God is nothing but a fallacy
. put upon-.our own inadvertent thoughts,
while-we fancy God liable to the fame in-
conveniencies that we ourfelves are by
reafon: of our weak and paffive fenfes. ’
. Philop. This {cems to me, tho’ lefs ver-
fed in philofophy, a very plain, folid and
zclligible folution of the prefent difficul-
ty.: But Cuphopron’s hypothefis is, I muft
onfefs, to my flower apprehenfion infi-.
nitely paradoxical, and methought was ve-
ry intelligibly confuted by Hylobares, tho’
with fome circymitances that to me feemed

not
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not fo becoming toward fo worthy aid.eb. |
liging a perfon as Cuphophren. Tl
XXXVIL The Arborif’s affesed Tiberty” of #f-
" fenting in unneceffary opinions and friendly sbus
fivenels of one another in their philofephicd |
wmeetings. , S
Zuph. 1 thank you, Philopolis, for yeut
£ean:$enefs on m;’ behalf. opBuf: in copuef}
he ordinarily looks as if he were abufed ‘
who is thought te be overcome. Befidgs,
it is an ulual thing in our meetings, ands
which we are much inured who ave {0 fo
- piliarly acquainted, to abufe one anothe |
inta the truth, by fhewing the ridicutesl
nefs of the error, and intimating from what |
di{proportion of temper of mind it may &
rife. For this {ubderiforious mirth. is fo-fa
from giving any offence to us who under
fland one another, that it is cather a pleg .
fant eondiment of eur converfation,. and
makes our ferious difcourfes the lefs tadi
ous to ourfelves, and, I think, fometimes
not the more ungrateful to firangers, whed
they underftand that there is aot the lest
enmity under it, Lo
- Phioth. Thet folicitude, Philepelip
which yeu feem to have for the excufisg
* of Hylobares, we on the other fide,
think, ought to have in the behalf of Cv
e - - phophron



OFf Gop’s ATTRIRUTES. 129
phophton, who wras st at sll behind-hand
| with him in any jecant wit or humour. .
' Luph. I cantels it, i thag fenfe I have
y explained unto Philepolis, .
“*Philop. You pals away your time in &
marvellous way of pleafantry and innocen-
¢y, O- Cuphophron, ‘while thofc things
' which may feem blemifhes elfewherc are
truly the badges of virtue and good nature
dongft you, But it is much that, there
bemg fo great confént of affeétion and
frisndfhip amongf you, there is not like-
wie thie {ame confent of apinien. \
~Cuph. That is a thing ws do not fo
wuch a3 affedt, unlefs it be in thefe things
that are meceffary for proficiency in piety
yittue,
| ~Philop. Are then the opiniong of God’s
| being nophore and of his heing- evary
Where alike condueive to virtue and piety?d
hilopolis, if they be right
For he that fays that God
~wrwnere, uuids notwithftanding that his
‘Frovidence 'and prote&tive prefence is e
very-where. So that it is no difcourage
Hetttto virtue and true piety. Wherefore
Wié cafe ftands thus berwixt Hylobares and
myfelf. He has a great zeal againft my o-
inion of God’s being no-where, for fear it
ould be thence inferr’d that there % :3



- bares:

130 Of Gob’s ATTRIBUTES.

God at all: and I have as great a zeal for’
my opinion, becaufe if I acknowledge God
any-where, I muft acknowledge him ex.

tended, and to me it is all one to acknew-

ledge an extended God, and no God at all,

For whatever is extended, is cither mat-

ter, or as uncapable of cogitation or percep-

tion as matter itfelf. For if any entire thing,

any form or figure be perceived by what
is extended, nothing in the extended per-
cipient perceives the whole, but only patt.
Which is a fign that our own fouls are not
extended, much lefs the Effence of God.

But I will not renew the difpute.

Philop, I am furprifed with an unexpec:
ted fubtilty of Cuphophron’s: how will
you refcue me, Hylobares ? V

Hyl. Very eafily. Do you not rement
ber the notion of [ympathy, Philopolis, in
virtue whereof whatever the Iecaft real
- point of the Effence of the pameptive part
of the foul, fuppofe, does petteive, every |
real point of the perceptive nfuft perceive
at once?

‘ Pbilog). I partly underftand you, Hylo- -
ut now I fee you fo good at thefe
notions, we will difcourfe fome time more
fully of them at my houfe. Inthe meantime
I think you cannot but be fully fatisfyfd }

with Philotheus his folution of this laft dif |
. - ficulty |
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ficalty: touching the Divine Omniprefence,
. Byl Very.hilly, : .
Phijop. And Iy am abundantly pleafed
with the confideration, that the widely-dif:
ferent apprehenfions betwixt you and Cus
phophron touching God’s Omniprcfence,
meet together and join fo ftrongly in one
cemmon zealous defign of turning off what-
ever may f{eem to fupplant his exiftence. -
Hyl.I believe it 1s a great fatisfadtion
tous both. .o
XXXVHI. The conclufion.
tFbilop. But I .triumph in nothing fo:
much as that Philotheus has fo throughly.
convinced you, that there is nothing in all
the Dixine Attributes {o intricate as to hin-
deé yout clofing heartily with the belief of
2 God, ' . ‘ .
.Myl There is nothing, I thank God and
"Philotheus, in all thofe Attributes we have
hitherto confidered that feems not extreme-
ly much more eafy than any other Aypo-
thefis that ever yet came into my mind.
But there is a main Attribute behind, which
isthezoadnefi of God, the notion where-
of tho’ it be not hard .to conceive, yet to
make the pbenomena of the world and the
paflages of providence comtantly to com:
portwith it, I ferefoe may prove a very
great difficulty. :
- Philop
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Pbilg. Tliis theréfore is the fecond o

Stacle, Hylobares, you at * firft mentioned.
Hyl. Teisfo. )
- Philarh, Add I fear will be too copious
- {ubjeét to be sntred uwpon 4t this time,
~ Philop. I conceive fo too. And befides,
1 have fome letters to difpatch by the poft
this night, which I muft net negledt. For
we may redtify our irward thoughts fo fom
as we find our error ; but if any erroror |
neglect be committed in outward affairs,
tho” the ervor be difcovered, the lofs 1s me-
ny times irrecoverable, and the inconveni-
~ence incorrigible.. ,

Cuph. That is very true. But, accord-
ing to the ancient cuftom of Athens, you
have a right, Philopolis, as well of putting
an end to as beginning the difpute.

Philop. This law was undoubtedly an 1
mtended civility by yeur anceftors, O Cu-'|
phophron, but in this circumftance of things
I look uponitas a piece of cruelty; that
I muft do execution upon myfelf, and by °
mine own aét deprive myfelf of that inge- :
nuous converfe which I could enjoy with
pleafure even to break of day: = .

Cuph. 1t is the commen lofs of us all,
efpecially mire, wha enjoy myfelf no-
where {o wellas in fo excellent compa;{;

+ Se&. 14.
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But it is in your hand, Philopolis, to re-
 tiedy this: for you have the right of ap-
' pointing the time of our meeting again, as -
well as of diffolving this prefent meeting.
“ Philop. Have I fo? This makes amends
for-the other misfortune, which I wilt re-
it by a more timely appointment. I ad-
Journ therefore this meeting till to-morrow
it five a clock in the afternoon, if Philo-
theus and the reft be agreed.
Pliloth, Agreed,

. The End of the firf? Dialogue.

N
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137
THE

SECOND DIALOGUE,
CONCERNING

The PROVIDENCE o GOD.

Purorneus, Baruywnovs, SornroN, PriLopo.
v1s, Buistor, HyroBares, CurPHOPHRON.

L The introdu&ion, containing Philopolis his thanks
for the laft day’s difcourfe ; with a touch by the
by of ihf&iration, and of the difficulty of the
prefent fubject.

Plilop. Y/ Efterday’s performance, O-Phi-
lotheus, has indeared to me

the memory of thatday, of this place,(this
facred arbour wherein we are again fo hap-
pily met) and of your excellent felf and
the reft of this worthy company, for ever.
Inever reap’d fo much pleafure in fo few
hours in all my life. In which notwith-
fanding the chiefeft fatisfation was, that
my dear friend Hylobares was fo fully fa-
tisfied touching thofe moft intricate theo-
ries concerning the Nature of God and his
Astributes. It remains now, Philotheus,
that with the like hagpy' {uccefs you clear
. his



138  Of the Providence of Gob. |
his mind of thofe manifold fcrupulofities

and difficulties it feems laden with touch-
ing the Providenee of Gode .
" “Philoth. Your extraotdinary kind refent
ment, O Philopolis, of my former endez
vours is no {mall obligation upon me to do
the beft I can in this prefent tafk. ButI
cannot omit to take notice, that yout over-
proportionate propenfions towards myfelf
makes you feem net {o juft to others, who
bore their part in whatever contsibuted ¢i-
ther to your own delight, or Hylobares
his fatisfadtion. Nor can I alotie fuftain this
day’s Province, but muft implore the help
of others, efpecially in fo .€opious sad v

rious a {ubjeét. 4 N

" Cuph. Yes, Philotheus, that is fuppofed.
Euiftor, Bathynous and the reft will afift;
nor fhalt I fail to put in for one, when ot
cafion requites, and I find my mind moved
thereunto. ' .

Euift. Caphophron expreffes himfelf
fuch phrafe, as if it were hopeful that be
will fpeak by infpiration,

Hyl, He'feemsto me, Exiftor, fo to do
fometimes : of which fome paffages of %c'f'
terday’s difcourfe are frefh inftanccs. ot
he was feveral times fo highly rapt and &
vinely infpired, that I profe(s I think 50
human undetftanding could reach his meat-
ing. " Sophr.




Of the Providence of Gob, 339

Sophe, Nullum sumen absfl, fi fit pru-
gentia,  So 1 think clofe and gu{i-é/u‘s{ea-
fonin q calm and pure {pirit is the beft in-
fpiration now-adays in matters of contempla-
tign, as well as prudence in the common
pradlices of kife.
: Cusb, ¥ am as much for sfuminated rea-
Jon, O Sophron, as any man livipg can be,

Hyl. So am I, Cuphophron; provided
the s¥/umingtionbe not fo bright and fulgent
asto obfcure or extinguith all perceptibili-
Wé’f;grfaf& hought right reafon i
' .- T always thought right reafon it-
{elf 10 be the illgminat‘ilgn orglight of the
mind, and that all other light is rather that
of the eye than of the undcrﬁandin%.

Hyl. Let Cuphophron look to that, Q
ﬁhwﬂ, and defend his own magnificent

yle.

e _
- Philop. But be you pleafed in the mean
time, O Hylobares, according to the pur-
pofi of out. prefent meeting, to propound
your difficulties to Philotheys touching
Divine Providence, and to the reft of this

jndicious company. :

Sophr. How becomingly does Philopo-
lis exercife his office, and {eafonsbly com-
mit the opponent with the refpondent,
dike 3 long praftifed moderatour ? I wifh

Philotheus no worfe fuccefs than he had
02 yefter-
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yefterday. But I cannot ominate fo well
touching this congrefs. I fear fuch a flerm
will be raifed as all the wits in Europe
will not be able to allay. So intricate, fo
anfraGuous, {o unfearchable are the ways
of Providence. .

Cuph. I wonder whence Sophron took
this. ill omen, Hylobares. '

Hyl.1 fuppofe from our two fporting to-
gether, which he look’d upon as the play:
ing of two fea-calves before a florm, -

- Sophr. I with, Hylobares, you prove
calf enough to bring no obje&tions-but what
Philotheus or fome of us may fufficiently
anfwer. '

. Philop. T earnefity wifh Philotheus affif
tance enough and' agility, from: above, that
he may with fatisfaction anfwer the grea-
teft difficulties that either Hylobares or #
ny one elfe can produce touching Drvine
Providence. , '
~ Sophr. That indeed is the mere defir
able of the two, and my heart and vote
goes along with yours, O Philopolis.

Philop. Begin then, if you pleafe, O Hy-
lobares. . ‘

Hyl. T have in my mind, fuch a crowd
and cloud of difficulties, that ¥ know not
" where to begin, or when I fhall make a8
end,

Sopbf.
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~ Sopkr. Did not I tell you fo, Philopolis 2

II. The two main heads of objetions againft Pro-

vidence, with certain laws to be obferved in dif-
puting thereof. ,

Hyl, But I believe they are mainly re-
ducible to thefe three heads, or rather, if
you will,” to thefe two more general ones,
The evils that are in the world, and The
defe? of good. For when you have fenced
as well as you can, Philotheus, and pretty
well {atisfy’d us that all things here upon
earth ‘are at leaft well enough, and that
there is no fuch evil difcoverable as im-
plies the firft principle of all things not to
- bethe Sovereign Goodnefs ; there is yet
this difficulty behind, How it can confift
with the goodnefs of God, that this good
fcene of things fhould begin no fooner or
&tead no farther, that is to fay, that there

ould be no more earths than one, or that
this one or all fhould have been but fix
thoufand years ago or there about.

Sephr. "This very laft difficulty, Philo-
-polis, isahle toconfound any mortal living.
. Philoth. Dear Sophron, be. not fo dif-
may’d ; I dare pafs my word that nothing
that is holy or facred I{all fuffer any detri-
ment by this conflict, when I have declar-
¢d the laws of the combate, and what

weapons we muft be confined to, namely
' : to.
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to mere reafon and philofophy. In which
feld T muft nerwithftending confefs that I
fufpet Hylobares will provea fout cham-
pion. But ’tis much if we be not ajl gble
to deal with him. And forafmuch as it is
fo plainly evident from a world of phens-
meua, that there is a Principle thay ads oyt
of wifdom and counfel, as was abundantly
evidenced by yefterday’s difcourfe, and as
roundly acknowledged ; it fhall be fevere-
1}: expeéted and exalted of Hylobares,
- ‘That he do not oppofe falfe or ancertain
bypothefes, or popular miftakes and furms:
zes, or vagrant and filkitious fPories, againft
cersain truth, fuch as is difcoverable eve-
ry day before our eyes.
Philop. That is very equitable and ree-
fonable.
* Philoth, And if he cannot keep his phi-
lofophical fingers from meddling with the
holy writ, that he do not handle 1t fo inept-
1 {, 28 to draw expreffions accomodated'to
the capacity of the vulgar into a philofo-
phical grgument, or to infer a negation
;'r%stn the preterition of fuch or fuch 3 fub-
ect. '
Eusf. Tt is incredible that Hylobares,
profefling himfelf a philofopher, fhould be-
take himfelf to fuch nugacities, as are ex-
. ploded even by the theologers themfclvchS,
. who
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wha notwithitsading fpend their main fiw

on the haly Scriptures.
dy}bl. Thd{ laws, Q Philotheus, I ac-
eept as juft and right.

HI. Evils in how confiftent wi
L Evi Gofnual ' with the goods

Philoth, And if they be kept to, Hylo
bares, as ftout a Ressarsus a3 you ate, you
fhall never be able to catch me in your nes,
or entangle me in any of your intricacies
wuching Divine Providence. For as for
that which you have propofed in general
wouching the evils in the world, whether
they be thole that [eem-mere tragical, or
clic lefler mifcarriages in the manners of
men, or the accidents of fortune, :if fuch
things ‘were not, where were the objeéts of
fighs and tears, of fmiles and laughter?
So that what you bring as an argument &
gunft Providence, is in my apprehenfion
a very palpable argument for it, For it is
plain that that power that made the world
forefaw the evils init, in that he has fo
exquifitely fitted us with paffions corre-
fpondent thereto.

Hyl. This is ingeniouly inferr’d, O Phi-
letheus, fo far as it will reach, namely, to
prove there is 2 Providence or Fore-fight
of God : but you fcem to forget the main
queftion in hand, which is, #kether the

meafure
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meafure of bis Providence be bis Goodnefs,
and that nothing is tranfated againft that
Attribute. But your conceffion feems. to
imply that he knowingly and wittingly
brought evil into the world ; which feems
therefore the more grofly repugnant to
his Goodnefs. : .
. Sophr. Methinks, Gentlemen, you are
“both already agreed in a point of fo great
concernment, namely, That there is a Dt-
vine Providence, that if there were any
modefty in mortal men they might be con-
tent with that bare difcovery, without fo
. fhritly examining or fearching into the
laws or meafures thereof, but apply them-
felves to the law of life which God has
written in their hearts, or expreffed in the
holy Writ, that it may go well with them
in the conclufion.

Philop, That is very pioufly and judi-
cioufly noted, O Sophron. -

Bath, So it is indeed, O Philopolis :
But yet I humbly conceive that it is not
always an itch of fearching into, but fome-

‘times a neceflity of more punctuall
knowing the truth of the myfteries of God,
that drives fome mens {pirits into a more
clofe and anxious meditation of fo pro-
found matters.. As it may well do here |
in this prefent point touching the Meafur;
: \ 9
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of God’s Providénce, namely, Whether
the Rule thereof be his pure Goodnefs, ot
his mere Will and Sovereignty. For if it
be his Goodnefs, all free agents have all
thie reafon in the world to apply themfelves
to that law of life which Sophron mentions,
becaufe their labour fhall not be in vain in
the Lord, as the apoftle {peaks. But if
the meafure of hisagrovidence be his mere
Power, Will or Sovereignty, no man liv-
ing can tell what to expeét in the conclu-
fion. All true believers may be turned
into hell, and the wicked only and the
blafphemer afcend into the regions of blifs.
For what can give any flop to this but
God’s Fuftsce, which is a branch or mode
ofhis Goodnefs ¢

Philop. Methinks, Bathynous, that you
both have reafon, both Sophron and your-
{elf ; nor do I defire Philotheus to defift
fom the prefent fubjet, tho’ I much
long, I confefs, to hear him difcourfe of
the affairs of the Kingdom of God.

Philoth. That thall be donein due time,
Philopolis, In.the mean while I dare a-
vow to Hylobares, that there are no evils
in the world that God forefaw (and he
forefaw all that were to be) which will not
confit with this principle, That God’s
Goodnefs is the Me(:lPﬁne of his Providence.

For
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For the nature of things is {uch, that {ome
particalars or mdividuals muft-of neceflity
fuffer for the greater good of the whole;
befides the manifold fmcompoffibsinses and
Inbricitres -of matter, that-cannot hawe the
fame conveniences and fitnefles m a
fhape or modification, nor woeuld be z
for any thing, if its feapes and medifice
tions were not ina manner infinitely varied,

Hyi. 1 partly underftand you, Philo.
theus ; T pray you, goon.

Philoth. Wherefore 1 infer, That fill
the meafure of God’s Providence is his
goodnefs: forafmuch as thele sncompoff-
bilities in matter are unaveidable; snd
whatever defigned or permitted evil there
feems in Providence, itis fora far greater
goad, and therefore is not propeiy in the
fummary compute of the whole affairs of
the univerfe to be reputed evil, the lofsam
particulars being fo waf a gain to the
whole. Tt is therefore our ignorance, O
Hylobares, of the true law of goodnefs
(who are fo much immerfed into the life
of felfifbnefs, which is that low life of
plants and animals) that makes us fuch m-
competent judges of what is or is net car
ried on according to the law of that love
er goodnefs which is truly divine : whofe
tenderne(s and benignity was fo great as 1o

vaidc
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povide us of fighs and tears, to mect
thofe particular evils with which fhe fore-
faw would neceffarily emerge in the world;
and whofe gayety and fefhvity is alfo fo
confpicuous in endowing us with that paft
fion or property of laughter, to entertain
thofe lighter mifcarriages with, whether
in meaners or fortune : as if Providence
bok’d upon her bringing man into the
warld as a {peétator of a tragick-comedy.
And yet in this which feems {o ludicrous,
fee; Hylobares, what a ferious defign of
good there is. For compaffion, the mo-
ther of tears, is not always a mere idle

or, but an helper oftentimes of thofe
paticular evils that happen in the world ;
and the tears again of them thar fuffer,
dientimes the mother of compaflion in
the {pectators, and extort their help. And
“the news of but one ridiculous mifcarriage
fils the mouths of a thoufand men with
mirth and laughter; and their being fo li-
sble univerfally to be laught at makes
every man more careful in_his maaners,
and more cautious in his affairs, efpecial-
ly where his path is more flippery.

Hyl. 1 perccive by thefe beginnings,
that you are likely to prove a marvellous

f‘h@ﬁa of Divine Providence, O Philo-
eus, :
' P2 Soph.
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* Soph. I with with all my heart, Philopo-
lis, ‘that Pilotheus may come off fo clever.
ly in the particular difficulties that will be
propofed, ashe hasdone inthis general one. .
Forthere are infinite unexpeéted puzzles
that ’tis likely a bufy fearching wit, fuch
as Hylobares, may unluckily hit upon. -

The arguments of Lucretius againft Providence.

Euift, What, do you think any harder
or greater, O Sophron, than ate.compuifed
in thofe elegant, tho’ impious, verfes of
Lucretius ? ) .
Sophr. What verfes do you mean; Eu-
iftor? L '

" Euif?. Thofe in his fifth book de re-
rum natura, where he propofes this con-
clufion to himfelf to be proved, viz.

Nequaquam nobis divinitus effe paratam
Naturam rerum—— —— ,

Sophr. And by what arguments, I be-
feech you, does he pretend to infer fo im-
pious a conclufion? - '

Euift. The argument in general is the
" culpability of nature,

- ——%antd flar praedita culpd. -
and that therefore it” cannot be the work
of God: and I think he brings in at leaft
half a {core inftances of this faultinefs, as
he fancies it. '

Sophr. Lucretius is efteerned fo greata

' wit,
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 wit, thit.ét were worth the while, Eui-
ftor, if youthought fitting, to give your-
felfthe trouble of recounting thofe inftances.
Philop. A very good motion, and fuch,
- O Sophron,.as whereby you may eafily

' F’uefs whether Philotheus has undertaken
- {o

o defperate a-province as you .imagine.-
For *tis likely that fo great and elegant a
wit as Lucretius would, out of thofe ma.
| ay, pick the moft choice and moft con-
- foutdingy-ptizzlés (as you call them) that

the Epicurean_ Caufe could afford him.
And therefore if thefe fhould not ‘prove .
fuch invincible argumentsagaint the Good-

| nefs of Providence, it may be the berter

. hoped that there are none abfolutely fuch..
Sophr. You fay well, Philopolis, and'
g;at makes me the more defirous to hear
em, . '

Euift. And that you flrall, Sophron, up-
on the condition you will anf{wer them. .
Sophr. Either I or Philotheus or fome
of us will do our beft. . /e -l
- Ewft. T willsot repeat the verfes them-
felves, for I fhould do that but brokenly ;
but I believe there are very. few. of the

~ particular inftances in them butIremember
- firmly enough. As firft, That fo much

of the earth is taken away from us by the
barrennefs of mountains and rocks, by tha
. . P 3 inac-, ;
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inacceffiblenefs of lavge woeds: inhabitedk.
by wild beafts, by the overfpreading of the
feas, and by liuge waft marifhes: befides
that the torrid and frigid zones are unha-
bitable, the one by reafon of the excefs
of heat, the other by reafon of the exe:
mity of cold: "Fhat that part of the earth.
that is inhabited by men is of fo.perverfe @
nature, that if it were not for man’s. indu~
firy and hard labour, it would be all over-
run with thorns and brambles: that when:
with much: teil he has made the ground
fruitful, and all things look green and flou-
_rifhing, often all this hope is quafh’d by
cither excefs of heat and drought, or vie-
lence of rain and ftorms, or keennefs of
frofts. 'To which he adds the infeftation
of wild beafts, that are fo terrible and
hurtful to mankind both by land and by
fea; the moibidnefs of the feafons of the
year; and the frequentnefs of untimely
death ; and, laftly, the deplorablenefs of
our infancy and firft circumftances of en
tring into life ; which he fets off. fo. pathe-
tically, that I cannot but remember thofe
verfes whether I will. or no, - o
Soph. 1 dare fay they are ver
ones{hben, if you.li}ltce th?m fo, Et:?tﬁvg-: 1
~ pray you let us hear them, if it be no
trouble to. you to sepeat them,
. Euift
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Exgt. No, it is not, bros. 'The
verfes are thefe: p

Tam porro pusr, st [avisprojeline ab undic

Navita, nudus bumijacet, infans, indigus omni

Vitai auxilio, cim primum in luminis oras

Nixibus ex alvo matris natura profudit,

Pagituque locum lugubri complet, st acquum off,

Quoi tantumin vita reflat tranfire malorsm.,

Cuph. They are a very empaflionating
frain of poetry, Hylobares ; me-thinks I
could have fallen a-weeping while Euiftor
repeated them. 1 remember them v
well. But is there not fomething in the f
lowing verfes ahout chikdrens rastles  for
thefe are not all. :

Hyl. Let me intreat youof all friendfhip,
Euiftor, to repeat to Cuphophron the »asile
Yerfes, to keep him from crying,

Euwft. They are thefe that Cuphophron,
means, and immediately follow the former:
«dt varie crafcunt pecudss, armenta, feregue,
Nec crepitacula eisopu’ funt, nec quoiquam adbibenda eff

Aime nwsricis blanda atque infra&a loquela,
Necwarias quernnt vefles prot oavli,
What thmk? ink you of thefe inftances, O So~
Sophr. 1 muft ingenuoully-confefs that if
Lucretius have no better arguments againft
Pravidence than thefe, nor Hylobaresthan
Lucretius, their force will not feem fo for-
midable to me as I fufpetted; but I mu
enthe contrary {ufpe(t, that they are ordi-
. . nari

-
-
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narily very fmall motives that precipitate
thofe into atheifin and epicurifm, that have
of themfelves an inward propenfion there-
unto. '

Philoth. Are thefe the fame arguments,

Hylobares, that you intended to invade me
withal ? :

V. Providence argued aginft from the promifcuous
falling of the rain,and undifcriminating difcharges
of thunder-claps. ' -

Hjyl. Thefe are only of one fort of them

referrible to the claflis of natural evils and
but few of thofe neither. But to fpeak the
truth, Philotheus, I had not fo dinumerate-
ly and articulately muftered up or fhaped
out the particular arguments I would urge
you with, tho’ I felt my mind charged with’
multifarious thoughts ; and that prefled the
forwardeft, that had lcft the lateft imprefii-
onon my mind on the road as we rid hi-
ther to this city, upon our being overtaken
with fo great a ftorm of thunder, hail, and
a mighty dafh of rain, that we were well-
nigh wet to the fkin. For I began to think
with myfelf how confiftent thofe kind of
accidents could be with fo good and exaét
a Providence as men imagine. For the high: -
ways yield no crop; nor do we ourfelves
grow by being liquored without-fide, but
within:befides the wetting of all our cIothcs:i,
. an
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and the indangering the catching of an a-
gue or a fever. Wherefore if Providence
were {o exact, the rain would be always
direfted to fuch places as are benefited
thereby, not to fuch as it does no good to,
but trouble and mifchief to thofe that are
found there. : .

Philoth. Your meaning is then, Hylo-
bares, that it is a flaw in Providence that
the rain is not reftrained from falling on the
high-ways. But in the mean time you da
not -confider how intolerably dufty they
would be, efpecially in fummer, and how
conftant a mifchief that would prove and
troublefome both to horfe and man.

Hjyl. Aybut it rainsas much on the high-
ways in wintertime as {fummer-time, be
they never {o deep in wet and mire alrea-
dy: which methinks is not confiftent with
fo accurate a Providence -as you contend
for. : :
Pbhiloth. And this, Hylobares, I watrant,
you take to be an impregnable argument,
a ftout inftance indeed, in that you place it
thus in the front of the battle. But if it be
founded to the bottom, it will be found to
ftand upon a ground no lefs ridiculous than
that comical conceit in Ariftophanes,of Ju-
piter’s piffing through a fieve as often as it

rains: or what is a more cleanly and unex-
' ' ceptionable
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ceptionable cxireﬂion, that the defcend-
ing of rainis like the watering of 2 garden
with a watering-pot by fome free agents ;
where they do not water the walks of the
garden, but only the beds or knots where.
i the flowers grow. Which is the moft &-
diotick and unphilofophical conceit, Hylo-
bares, that could ever fall into the mind of
any man of your parts. For the commit-
ting of all the motions of the natural phe-
mamena, as they are called, to any free &
gents, were the utter abolifhing of all na-
tural philofophy, and indeed of marure it-
felf; and there would be no obje&t left of
{peculation in thefe things, but either me-
taphyfical or moral. And by the fame rea
fon that yourequire that the rain fhould o
1y fall upon fuch plats of the earth as are
* d;:eﬁin’d for grafs, for corn, for trees, and
_ the like, yon muft require alfo that the fim
fhould not fhine on the high-ways for fear
of infefting us with duft, and that it fhould
divert its %eams from the faces of tender
beauties; that the fhadow of the earth
fhould withdraw to thofe that travel inthe
n}ght ; that fire fhould not burn either an
uleful building or an innocent marr; that
the air fhould not tranfmit the voice of him
that would tell a lie, nor the rope hang to-
gether that would frangle the guiltlefs,
A fo¢
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nor the fword of the violent, be it never
fo tharp, be able to eater the flefh of the
jt. Thefe and many millions more of
fuch foquels wouwld follow in analogy 20
this rath demand.

Hyl. I muft confefs, Philotheus, that
what you urge makes fo grest aa imprefs

me, that it has almoft dafh’d me out

conceit with this firft inftance, which I
thought not fo centemptible. But tho’ with
but 2 broken confidence,yet I muft perfift,
ax demand, if Providence would not be
more exall, if all things weve carried thus
& my inftance implies they fhould. be,
than it is now as they are.

Philoth. No, by no means, Hylobares,
For the fcene of the world then would be
fuch 2 languid flat thing, that it would dif--
grace the great Dramatift that contrived
& For there would be no compafs or cir-
ait of any plot or iatrigue, but every
thing {o fhallow or fudden, {o fimple and
obvious, that no man's wit or virtue would

any game to excrcfe themfelves in.
And affure yourfelf, it is one fundamental
point of the Divine Counfel, and that laid
deepin his Wifdom and Goodnefs, ¢hat af
leaf? ox this terreflial flage there fhowid be
fuficient difficulty and bardfbip for all fen-
fble and inselleStual creatures to gfapplfd

‘ a
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and conteft with, that an ignoble and cor-
ruptive torpour may not fvize their bodies
and {pirits, and make their life languid and
their faculties ufelefs, and find nothing.to
do in the world but to eat and drink and
fleep. For there are very few men given
to contemplation, and yet fewer fuccefsful
in it. That therefore that I contend for is
this, That in thefe general, but conftant
and peremptory, ftrokes of nature there is
an exa& Providence of God; and that
which you account a defect is indeed a
erfeftion and a furer pledge of a Divine
E‘oreﬁght, that does thus manifeftly in the
compute of things defalcate either ufelefs
or hurt{ul fuperfluities; as this guidance of
the rain from the high-ways in winter. For
has he not given man wit and art to make
a fupply by good wax’d boots, oil’d coats

and hoods, and eyes in his head to chufe

his way, if one be better than another; or
if all be intolerable, political wit to make
laws and orders for the mending of the
high-ways? For thus are men honeftly em-
ployed for their own and the common
good. And judge you what a ridiculous
thing it were, that the fun fhould fo mira-
culoufly turn off his beams from every fair
face, whenas the fame end is fo cafily fer-
ved by the invention of mafks; or that the
) o continued

.
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continued fhadow of the earth fhould be

broken by fudden miraculous eruptions or
difclufions of light, to prevent the artand
officioufnefs of the lantern-maker and the
link-boy; or laftly, that the air fhould not
refound alie,nor the pointof afword pierce
the fkin of the innocent. For this were an
exprabration to the Wifdom of God, as if
he had miftook himfelf in creating of free
agents, and by an after-device thus. forci-
bly ever defeated their free aétings, by de-
nying them the ordinary affiltances of na-
ture, ‘This would be fuch a force and ftop
upon the firft fpring of motion, that the
greateft trials of men’s {pirits and the moft
pompous  external folemnities would be
ftifled thereby, or utterly prevented; and
all political prudence, fagacity, juftice and
.courage would want their objets. Where-
fore this indifferent and indifcriminating
conftancy of nature ought to be; it being
reckon’d upon in thofe faculties God has
endow’d both men and other animals with,
whereby they are able to clofe withi ‘the
more ufual advantages of thefe flanding
laws of nature, and have fenfe and fore-
fight to decline or provide againft any dans
gerous circumftances of them; and . that
with at leaft as much certainty as is pro- -
portionable to the confiderablenefs of the
: fafcty
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fafety of fuch an individual creature: as
cannot live.always, nor was ever intended
tolivelong uponearth. -~ .
Hjyl. 1 partly underftand what you would
be at, Philotheus, and indeed fo far, that
I am almotft difheartned from propounding
the remainder of the meditations that-met
e on the road’ touching the hail alfo and
the thunder, For methought-nature {eem’d
very unkind to pelt a young: foal fo-rude-
ly with fo big hail-flones, and give himfo
harfh a welcome into the world.
Philoth. Tufh, Hylobares, that was but
a fportful. paffage of nature, to try how
tiihc and tinnient hier new workmanthip
was ; whith: if it were not able to bear fuch
fmall; fillips, it would-be-a fign that things
hung very crazily and unfoundly together.
Wherefore Nature does but juftify the ac-
curacy of her own artifice, in expofing her
works to a thmber of fuch: trials and: hard-
fhips. 'This is but-a flight feruple; Hylo-
bares ; but furely fome profound - conceit
{urprized yourmind in yeur meditations
touching the thunder.
' Hyl: The main thing was this, That if
Providence were fo exa¢tas-fome pretend,
thofe thunder-claps that-de any-execution
fhould ever pick out fome notorioufly-wic-
ked fellow to make him an-example, andi
’ - not
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not firike an heedlefs goat brouzingon the
fide of a rock, or rend fome old eak in 2
foreft, : .

Pbhiloth. This indeed is more fhrewdly
urged. But .are you f{ure, Hylobares, that
this were the moft perfet way that nature
could pitch upon ? , ‘

Hyl. So it feems to me.

Philoth. 1 fuppofe then it is becanfe
you take this to-be the moft effetual way
to make men good. B B
" .Hyl. Why not Philotheus?
 Philoth. 'ﬁut fuppofe a mighty, if notan
almighty arm out of the ctouds {hould pull
men by the ears as often as they offered
to ;)ﬂ'cnd, would not that be more effectu-
al? : :

Hjyl, -One would think fo.

Philoth. Wherefore upon this ground-
you fhould requirc that alfo, Hylobares.

. Hyl. But that would be too great a force
upon free agents, O Philotheus. -
~ Philoth. And how do you know, Hylo.
bares, but that that other would be fo like-
wife? o R

Hyl. I muft-confefs, Philotheus, it is an
hard” matter to define what meafure of
force is to be ufed by Providence to keep
men from fin, C

Philoth. And therefore a rafh thing to

‘ Q2 prefcribe
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prefcribe laws or ways to Providence in fo.
obfcare a matter. Befides, there are {o ma-
ny notorioufly-wicked, that there would
be fuch thundring and rattling, efpecially
over great cities, that we fhould be never
quiet night norday. And thofe that efcap-
ed would be forward to fancy themfelves
thunder-proof; and others, that there was
no judigment to come, becaufe vengeance
was taken fo exaétly in this life. Befides
that you feem to forget that the ftrokes of
nature level not at particulars. For fhe is
‘an unperceptive principle, and cannot a&
prore nata, or fulpend herfelf from alting;
and that the end of thunder-is not to fore-
“ftall the laft day of judgment, but for clear-
ing the air, and {ending more fattening
fhowrs into the bofom of the earth.

Hyl. But do thunder-bolts conduce any
thing to that, Philotheus ? ‘
"~ Philoth. Thofe arcvery feldom, Hyle-
bares; and I deny not but they may have
“their moral ufe: but beft fo moderated as
they are, not fo conftantly vibrated as your
curxofuy would have them. For if eve
. perjured or notorioufly-wicked perfon 1s
to be pelted from heaven with thunder-
bolts, people will prefume them innocent
whenever they die without this folemn

* vengeatce done upon them,
S . . Hyl.
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Hyl. Well, I perceive I muft produce
new objections, and fuch as I have thought
on more deliberately. For thefe, Philothe-

us eafily blows away.
VL An anfwer to Lucretius® arguments.

Philop. We will give you fome little
time of refpite to confider, Hylobares. For
I believe Euiftor and his Lucretius will
- think themfelves flighted if no man vouch-
fafes thofe Lucretian inftances any anfwer.
Eusft. If Philotheus thinks his hands
will be full enough otherwife, I pray you,
Philopolis, let Sophron play the Philothe-
us as well as I have play’d the Hylobares,
Sophr. Why truly Philotheus’ difcourfe

is able to make us all Philotheuffes, And
methinks, following his footfteps, it is no-
fuch difficult bufinefs to an{wer all thofe
inftances of Lucretius. I fhall willingly at-
tempt fome of them myfelf. As that com-
plaint of the earth’s being run over with
thorns and thiftles, if man by his hand-la-~
bour did not cultivate it. For befides that
we know that curfe that came upon the
fall, it is fit that we in this life thould Kave
fomething to grapple with, to keep us from.
- idlenefs, the mother of mifchief.. Andthat
the husbandman’s pains are fametimes loft
by ill weather, over-much heat, or wer,,
or the like ; he is taught thereby not to fa-
: - Q'3 crifice
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crifice to_his own net, but to depend upon
'God, and to give him the praife when he
is fuccefsful, as alfo to be frugal and pro-
vident, and to lay up for an hard year. Bat
- farthatimputation of fo much of theearth’s
being unhabitable by reafon of extremityof
heat or cold, we find by experience thatit

is moftly a mere calumny of nature, For the -
torrid zone is habitable,and a confiderable -

part of the frigid : and that which is not
is fo lirtle, that it is inconfiderable. And to
{peak briefly and at once; the inclination
of the axis of the earth is fo duly propor-
tionated for the making it as habitable as it
can be, that the wit of man cannot ims-
gine any pofture better, Now for thofe s
legations, that rocks and mountains and
woods and the fea take up fo great a part;
whatever elegancy there may be in L
cretius’ poetry, the philofophy of fuch ob-
- jections, I am fure, lies veryThallow. For
- itis as unskilfully alledged againft nature,

that all the earth is not foft molds, as it
would be that any animal is not all flefh,
but that there is blood alfo and bones. The
rocks therefore, befide other ufes for cor-
v?ying the fubterraneous water, may ferve
alfo for confolidating the earth. * And itis
manifeft thatthe 4i/ls are ufually the pronfp-
tuaries of rivers afd fprings, as Geogrs
phers
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phers make good by infinite examples. Not
to add what a treafury they are of mine-
rals and metals, and wholfome pafturage

. for fheep, as the rocks delight the goats
~ and the coneys. But the poet feems to

fpeak fo unikilfully, asif he expetted all

~ the face of the earth fhould be nothing elfe
* butrank green meadow ; whenas to exclude
© the fea, would be like the draining of an
- animal of its heart-blood. Or if things could
© be fo contrived as that all the furface of
- the earth thould be rich mesdow, and the

world thereby thick inhabited by men,the
gir, in all likelihood, would become fo wn-
wholfome, that plagues and death would
ever and anon fweep away all. Wherefore

. long tralls of dry and batren places are ti
. fecurity of fo much health ss we enjoy =
- which s of more confequence thanto imve
~ the earth pefter’d fo with inhabitants, and

everand anon to have all to flink with noi-
fomenefs, peftilence and death.

Bath. And it is queftionable, Sophton,
whether thefe places that feem mere for-
lon folitudes be not inhabited by at lealt
as confiderable creatures as men.

Cuph. T’ll pawn my life, Bathynous
means fome aereal demons or fpirits.

- Bath. And why not, Cuphephren ?

Cuph. Nay, I know nothing to the con-

trary, " Hyl,
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Hyl. But1do.

- Cuph. What’s that, Hylobares ?

}ﬁ Why, I pray you tell-me, Cypho-
phron, how can a {pirit that is no-where,
be in dry and barren places more than in
meadow-paftures.

Cuph. Away, Hylobares, you are a very
wag, I perceive you will break your brown
ftudy at any time to reach me a rap upon
the thumbs. '

Euift. Gentlemen, I know not whether
you be in earneft or in jeft touching thefe
aercal genis in remote folitudes. But this I
can affurc you, that befides the ufual and
Jrequent fame of the dancing of fairies in
woods and defolate places, Olaus and other
hiftorians make frequent mention of thefe
things ; and that there are demones metall-
ci, that haunt the very infide of mountains,
and are feen to work there when men dig
in the mines, What merriment they alfo
make onthe outfide of vaft and remote
hills, that one ftory of mount Athos may
give us an inftance of, as the matter is de-
fcribed in * Solinus. The impreflion of the
paflage fticks ftill freth in my memory even
to the very words. Silet per diem univer-
Jus, nec fine horrore fecretus eft : lucet na-
Gurnis sgmibus, choris ZEgipanum undique

2 B _ perfana-

* Polybift. <, 37. )
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perfonatur ; audiuntur & cantus tibsarum
& tinmtus cymbalorum per oram marits-
mam. But of a more dreadful hue is that
defart defcribed by * Paulus Venetus,
near the city Lop, as T take it, in the
dominions of the great Cham, *¢ This wil-
« dernefs, faith he, is very mountainous
“ and barren, and thereforc not fit fo much
“ as to harbour a wild beaft, but both by
“ day and (efpecially) by night there are
% heard and feen feveral illufions and im-
“ poftures of wicked fpirits, For which
“ caufe travellers muft have a great care
“ to keep together. For if by lagging be-
“ hind a man chance to lofe the fight of
“ his company amongft the rocks and
“ mountains, he will be called out of his
“ way by thefe bufy deccivers, who falut- .
“ ing him by his own nane, and feignin
“ the voice of fome of his fellow-travel-
“.lers that are gone before, will lead him
“ afide to his utter deftrution. There is
“ heard alfo in this folitude fometimes the
“ found of drums and mufical inftruments,
“ which is like to thofe noifes in the night -
“ oh mount Athos defcribed by Solinus.”
Wherefore {fuch things asthefe fo frequently
occurring in hiftory make Bathynous’ con.
ceit to look not at all extravagantly gn ;’t
- r
* Lib 1. ¢ 44 #
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Sophr., Our Saviour’s mentioning fpinits
that Iﬁunt dry places, gives fome cgnte-
nance alfo to this conceit of Bathynous.

Liuift. And fo does the very Hebrew
word Sharsm, whofe notatien is from the
Jfeld. But all thefe muft be lapfed fpirits
therefore. .

Bath. Ay, asfure as men themfelves
are lapfed, than which nothing is more,
Euiftor,

- Ewuif?, And fo lapfed fpirits and lapfed
mea divide the earth amongft them, And
why not the feq too, Bathynous ?
ath. You mean the air over the furface
wfthe fea: forthe f2q is fufficiently well
Jpe%ulcd with fifhes,
ift. >'Lis true. :
.Sophr. 1f this were not as poetical m
Lucretiug’ poetry itfelf, his arguments
geinft Providence were vety weak indeod,
But this is te bring in again the Nereidss
and Oreades of the Pagans. :

Ewuft. And if fo, why notalfo the He-
madryades and other fpirits of the woods,
that the vaft woods Lucretius complains of
‘may not be left towild beafts only,nomore
¢han the fea to the fithes ? '
. Sophr. In my apprehenfion Lucretius
feems mightily at a lofs for arguments &
gainft Providence, while he is forced thus
to fetch them fromthe woods, - Cuph
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Cuph. Becaufe you think, Sophron, that

ro arguments can be brought from thence
but wooden ones.

Sophr. Indeed, Cuphophron, I was not
fo witry : but becaufe the plentiful provi.
fion of wood-and timber is fuch a fubftan.
tiel pledge of Divine Providence, the grea,
teft conveniencies of life depending there-

on.
uPEug/f "That is fo plain a cafe, that it is
rot to be infifted upon. And yetit is not
altogether fo devoid of difficulty, in that
the great woods are fuch coverts for wild
beafts to garrifon in.

Bath, But you do not confider what 2
fine harbour they are alfo for the harmlefs
birds. But-thisis the ignorance and rude im-
morality of Lucretius, that out of aftreight-
laced: {elflove he fancies all the world {o
made for man, that nothing elfe fhould
have any fhare thercin; whenas all unre-
generase perfons are as arrant brute anmi-
mals as thefe very animals they thus vili-
fy and contemn.

Sopbr. 1 thank: you for that, Bathynous;
for from hence, methinks, an anfwer is ea
fily framed againft his obje&ion from man’s,
being liable to be infefted by horrible and:
hyrtful beafts, For confidering the general
mafs of mankind was grown fuch an herc}.

o
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of wicked animals, that is, beafts, what re-
ugnancy to Providence is it that one beaft
invades another for their private advan
tage? But yet Providence fent in fuch
fecret fupplies to thefe beafts in human
fhape, that feemed otherwife worfe ap-
pointed for fight than their favage ene |
mies armed with cruel teeth, and flings,
gnd horns, and hoofs, and claws, (which
fhe did partly by endowing them with ‘
fuch agility of body and nimblenefs in
fwarming of trees, as apes and monkeys 1
have now, but chiefly by giving them fo
great a fhare of wit and craft and combin-
ing policy) that Lucretius has no reafon to
complain againft nature for producing thefe
objeéts that do but exercife men’s policy
and courage, and have given them an op-
portunity of {o fuccefsful a vi€tory, as we
{ee they have obtained inamanner through-
out the whole world at this very day. And
laftly, for that lamentable flory of the cir-
cumftances of the entrance of infants into
this life, it is xa7rvds woilixds, it is mere
poetical fimoke or fume, that vanifhesin the
very uttering of it, and is fo far from being
a juft fubject of Lucretius’ complaining rhe-
torick againft Providence, that it is a preg-
nant inftance of the exaétnefs and goodnefs

of Providence in nature. For there being
' : fo
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fo much, wit and care 4nd contrivance in
mankindy both male: and female, the weak- -
gels japd deftinwone(s: of the, Infant is a
grateful, object-19. entettain both the kil
and compaflion of that tenderer fex, both
mother, midwife, nusfe, or what other af-
fitents:.i tha’ perhaps there has come in a

cater debility in nature by our own de-
aults, But however, thaibody that wasto
be an hgbitacle for fo fenfible a {pirit as the
human foul, ought to be more tender and
gelicate-than thatof brute beafts, according
to that phyfiognomical aphorifm of Arifto-
tle, of.,pa}\auéo'agko; guQueig. Nor is the
erying of the infant fo_much a prefage of
the future evils of life, as a begging of aid
againft the prefent from them about him,
by this hatiral rhetorick which Providence
has fo feafonably furnifhed him with. And
for lambs, and. calves, and cuhbs of foxes,
they are not fo properly faid to need no
rattles, -as not to be capable of them, they
 having not fo excellent a {pirit in them as
fo be taken up with the admiration of any
thing. For the child’s amufement at the
tattle is but the effect of that paflion which
is the mother of reafon and all philofophy.
And for that laft of all that mankind clothe
themfelves according to the feafons of the
Vear, it is thejr privilege, not their dcfc;‘:t:
’ or
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for brute beafts, wheh: it is cold, willlily
apply themtfelves to'the fire, Bur thius L.
1y dre otdingtily the reufenlhgs [oF  thofe
mes that have & tiintl thete (hiokid be b
God. . v T R L A Lt

- BuihT protitfe.you; Sophtéh, o Have
+ laid about you Very notably, Tthink;ahd
tho’l am foniething'taken with the elegan-
cy of'the pder, yet T uft conféfs I caf-
not but be- convinced' thiae his' redfonings
are very wealk. - . .. .

Sophr. 1 have anfwered 4s well 4s I
could this extemporarily; and if I have o-
mitted any of the objettions, Hylobares,
if he fee 1t worth the while, will refume
them, and propofe them to Philotheus, who
- is more ¢xercifed in thefe fpeculations:. -

Philoth.. Ngne more able in this kind
than yourfelf,O Sophron: and I'catnot but
commend your caution and difcretion, that
you intimate, that the fulnefs and {olidnefs
of the caufe we contend for is not to be
meafured from what we utter thus extem-
porarily in the defence thereof; as if we in
- a moment could find outall the richnefs of
that divine wifdom that is couched in the
contrivance of nature and in the ordering
of the world. It is fufficignt that we fhew,
that even to our prefent thought fuch res
fons occur as are hble to ftop 'the mguth}

0
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of them.that ate aot partiglly affecbed, and
9 give g taft how: thas, if they would fearch
farther into. the. reafons; of things without
preﬂd;ce, they will~ flill--find . matuce. lefs
faulty, orrather morc and mntc pexfc& at
the bottosmy, © -

VII, of dwh, bow conﬁibqt vtth the goodncfs of Provi-

.Plulo hmék l,l'. is not thhqut a fpect—
211 rpmq Hxlobg.rcs, that youare
en mto any of lo many ilful
and ﬁ,lcqe,@fql d&lP enders, of Pravidence ;
ﬁ therefore I defire 9;; would . produce
m%cmﬁ% iﬁ lﬁ”hat ever dif-
d youy m’( . ‘anyswhere, you
h v: 9 a cure.
l;oﬂucq all, Philopolis, and
[ qucnﬂ) tﬁ ¢ moft conﬁdctqble, but in
?‘ l:. aq t ¢y Qccnr 10, lp,y memory
qQr th¢ Im: ent t;hgfp are thofe that

{xim, uppermoft in, my thonghts; viz. dif
5, Wary f;zmmt, pefti nee, earthquakes,

and daarh.itkelf, the fad effe&t of fo affright-
fu], caufes, Th.ch, methinks, do nat fo well
confift with. that ben, %m ‘y of Providence
thq‘;JPth.o heus conten or.

'Iahcfe e ndeed fad and. ter-
t;bgq:, nam,es,, Hylobaves; " but I hqpe to
make it appear, that the world in general
a,«; morg gar’d tha‘i{hurt by thefe #fugl}tl
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ful bugbears. T will begin with thatwhich
is aecounted the moft:horrid, ' I mehf;
dearh itfelf. For why fhould matikind com:
plain of this decree of ' God' and Hature,
which is fo neceffary and juft? ‘T mean not
only in reference to our lap{ed”conditien;
which incurr’d the penalty.of death; but
that there is a becoming {weetnefs in this
fevetity, in refpeét both ofthe foul itfelf,
as it is fo 't'imc%)y releafed from this bond-
age of vanity, and alfo in regard of our {;;—
caminous terreftrial perfonalities hére. For
- Y hold it'an oeconomy" more befitting the

‘goodnefs of God, to communfcate 1if€ toa

‘%ucccé(ﬁng feriés of terreftrin} perfons, thah
that one conftant number ‘of them fhould
monopolizé all the good of the world, and fo
ftifle and foreftal all fucceeding generations,

" Hyl. 1 do riot ungdérftand tat; PHiothd.
‘us; Why may not d f&t fufficient ‘number
‘of meri, equal to th¥ Tareft fumber of' the
fucceflion, be as meetan obje& of the divine
goodnefs, as acontinuat fucceflion'of them?
For there is an equal communication of
‘good in the one’ Ca?é‘ as irthe other,

Philoth. If thete'be this equality,’ it ‘ar-
gues an indifferericy whether way it"be;
and thertfore it is no flaw in Provideénte
what-ever way it is. But yetIfay that
way that is taken is the beft betaufe that
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in this terreftrial condition there would
be a fatiety of the enjoyments of this life;
and therefore it is fit that, as well faturated
guefts, we fhould at length willingly re-
cede from the table. '

Eujf?. 1 believe Philotheus alludes to
that of Lucretius, where he brings in na-
ture arguing excellently well againft the

fond complaints of mankind:
Quid tibi tantopere eft, mortalis, quod nimis aegris
Lu&ibus indulges? quid mortem congernis ac fles?
Nam fi grata fuit tibi vita ante a&ta priorque,
Et non omnia, pertufum congefta quafi in vas,
Commoda perfluxere atque ingrata interiere,
Cur pon ut plenus vitae conviva recedis?-

Philoth. But my eye was moft upon the

following verfes:
Nam tibi praeterea quod machiner inveniamque
Quod placeat nihil eft, eadem funt omnia femiper.
 $i tibi non annis corpus jam marcet, et artus
Confe&i languent, eadem tamen omnia reftant, .
Omnia fi pergas vivendo vincere fecla.

From whence I would infer, that there is.
more joy and pleafure arifes to men in this.
way of fucceffion of mankind, than if there
werethe {fame men always. And the theater
of the world is better varied and made more
delightfulto the invifible fpe@atorsofiit, as.
alfo the records of Hiftoryto them thatread .
them. Forit were a dull thingto have always:
the fame aétors upon the ftage. Befidesthat:
the varieties of mens ages would be loft,
and the prettineffes of their paffions, and tlve
difference of fexes, which afford -their pe--
R 3 culiacs
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cullar pleafures and delights one to ano-
ther. And there is the fame reafon for
brutes, who whea they die, tho’ they find
not themfelves in the other fate, as we do,
yet they no more mifs themfelves after
death than they fought themfelves before
they were born. - : .

. Hyl. T muft confefs, Philetheus, that
the cafe is at leaft fodifputable, that 2 man
cannot lay any juft charge againft Provi-
dence from this topick,

Philoth. Befides, Hylobares, it {feems to
be of the very nature of terreftrial animals
tobe mortal,and that without the force of 2
miracle they cannot endure for ever. What
therefore could Providence do better, than
to make their fpecies immortal by a conti-
nued propagation and fucceflion? For that
is the infirmity of our particular nature to .
dote upon individuals : But the divine good
nef5, which is umverfal, is of a more -
leafed and large pature; and fince indivi-

duals will be thus fading and mortal, con-

" cerns herfelf only in the confervation of
the fpecies. 'To all which you may add,
"That unlefs you could fecure this terref:
trial world from fin and fenfe of grief and
pain, not to be able to die, to the geners-
lity of men oppreffed and tormented by
the tyranny and wickednefs of others,
might

>
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might prove the greateft . infelicity that
could befal them. Immortality, Hylobares,
join’d with pride and ambition, would es-
fily bring the world to this pafs: and men
now, tho’ mortal, yet conceive immartal
eamities one againft anotlier.

ViH. Of difeaes. '

Hyl. 'That's fhrewdly fuggefted, Phis
lotheus. But:ddmit the necefhity of dying,
what neceflity or conveniency of the fre:

uentnefs of zﬁaes ? ‘Which is an head in
ucretius which Sophron forget to fpeak to,

Philoré. Asfor difeafes in general, Hylo,
bares, they are asneceflary {equels of the
terreftrial nature as death itfelf. But as
dearh would vifit us more flowly, fo would
difeafes lefs fiercely and frequendy, if it
were not for our own intemperance and ir-

. tegular paflions; which we are to blame
for what we find moft intolerable, and not -
1 tax Provideace, which his contrived
all for the beft, and has let nothing pafs
without mature judgment and deliberati-
on. For difeafes themfelves, tho’ the natu-
ral {equels of a mortal conflitution, may -
well be approved of by the Divine Wif-
dom for fundry reafons. As firft, While
they are inflicted they better the mind in
thofe that are good, and are but.a juft
fcourge to them that are evil; and the pflea~ :
- ure
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fure of recovery doth ordinarily more than
compenfate’ the over-paft mifery in both,
So little caufe have either to complain of
the negle&t of Providence in fuch vifitati-
-ons, - . -
Bath, Nay, indeed, I think that man-
kind have fo little reafon to complain,that
they have rather a very high':obligation to
admire and ‘extol that Providence that fuf
fers {o many outward evils, as . they are
calted, to-rove in the world. For where
they hit, they frequently put us into fuch
_ capacities of ferioufly bethinking ourfelves
of[;he duties of picty and virtue as.we
fhould never meet with, for all. the Zoafts
of our free-will,unlefs thefeheavy weights
were caft into the balance -to poize againft
our propenfions to follow the lufts and ples- ‘
fures of life, and the ordinary allurements
of the world. S
.. Philoth.. That is excellently well ob

{erved indeed, Bathynous. . |
-.Hyl. But 1 pray you proceed, Philo-
theus. . .

~ Philoth. T was obferving in the fecond
place, That the fick being a fpeétacle to
them that are well, make them more fen-
fible of their own health, and fhould fir
up in them thankful devotion towards God
their preferver, and engage them to em.

ploy
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ploy :their- health tb the! beft purpofes.
And-laftly; /That difeafes are & notable ob-
je&t of man’s art and induftry and skill in
medicirie ;the exercife whereof doés tery
bighly. gratify them that are either lovers
of manksndior of money. - That therefore
that does: naturidly accrue to-the condition
of a terreftrial creaturey; why fhould God
interpofe his omnipotency to disjoin it, e-
{pecially it .bringing along with it fuch
confiderable conveniences ¢ Nor muft we
think much that fometimes-a difeafe is in-
vincibde :° for thereby, fickne(s becomes
more-formidable.: to .the. patient, without
which it would not prove fo-good phyfick
to his foul ; "and - general fuccefs would
leflen the eflimate of the cure, and the
pleafure of efcaping the danger of the dif-
cafes - as. likewife /it would: diminifh the
joys and. congratulations of friends and. of
ficious yifitants. . -For it is fit ‘that " things
fhould be fet home upon our paflions, that
our delights thereby ' may become - more
poinant and triumphant, S
© IX. Of war, - famine; ‘peflilence, and earthquakes.

. Hyl.- You come off jollily, methinks,
Philotheus, - ‘apolagizing thus in the: gene-
al. . . But if you will more clofely view tlie
particular grim countenances of thofe more
horrid difafters of mankind, war, faznt;t}q,
: el
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peftilence, 1anid - eartbyuakes,| which ¥
timated before, the: .\onc"f.‘wpglﬂn’thﬁﬁ
- fhould abate your.courage. : . i -
. Philoth. Conceming thefe;, Hylobares,
I anfwer, . fistt in general, That it is. worth
sur taking natice. of,:how Divine Brove
dence has' coumtedh opon this:extraobdimrhs
vy expence of man’s blood and-life, the
nerations of men being not canfiderably
ted for all thele four gréedy devaup
ers of them.. And:therefore we ought to
confider whata teftimony ofthe perfeS¥iaa
of the works of God. i natuxe reaseft
difafters of she woild ave.:  For if dhey:did
not appear, we Yhowd chink- it {iable 1o
none, but that it food whoally on its owa
fogs. But we now fesing it lisble to fo
great ones, and yet fugh gs are. porp |
-y triumphed ‘over by. thus.iwikdom .
counfsl of God that is fo. peveproniy
cgrried ‘ori in the nature-of things, wie arc
thereby tanifeftly convinced of a Prowi-
dence even from - f{uch: things'as at fird
fight {feem moft to contepdict it. Fo wrhich
you ‘ma‘g add shat eriinent ufe of the ca-
lamitoufnefs of this feeme of things, #f we
muft tebds think 1yrfa, namely the ferious
feeking after.a ~pomion.in vhofe regians
that are not {ubjedk to fuch horrid difaftess,
thofe ¢ dss quissa, as your Lucrorins lfélls
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them, ‘Hylobarel, and'in imitation of Ho:
mer, that:more religious poet, defcribes
them very:-elégintly.'. L believe Euifir
Md:r&lm'the verfes, - oo o
~Edift.. 1.reméimber them very wellj
Philothenps;: :- -~ -

wﬁmm Tedefque quiegae,

e e sl ach oy pa

Cag%%t;fdn dergyle irinubilus acther |

tegit, et large diffufo Jumine ridet. ]

"éll. But I'do not intend to be thius put
off with 4h old forig, Philotheus: I defire
to hé¥r your dccount “of ‘thofe four more
dffna] particulars I propofed.
_: Philoth. Why, thatis no fuch hard pro-
vince, Hylobares. For as for war and
its effcfts, it is not to bk taft wpon God,
Bit on-ourfclves, whofe untamed lufts,
having fhaken off the yoke of reafon,
make us mad after dominion and rule over
others, and our pride and haughtinefs im-
patient of the leaft affront or injury. And
for fumine, itis ordinarily rather the ef-
fect of war than the defe& of the foil or
unkindtinefs of the feafon; which if it
were, mens providence and frugality might
eafily prevent any more direful ill confe-

uences thercof; and prefent neceffitiés

et mens wits on work.  And there is alfo
‘that communication betwixt nations and
countries, that fupplies are ufually mac}_e 111

- uch
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fuch like - exigencies.. I confefs ‘plaguss
and pefhilences  would feemvmore: jultly
chargeable. upon: God, rdid wev not -puil
them down upon .ourfelves as: deférved
{eourges for our difobedience.) And\tho’
whole cities be fometimes {wept awdy
‘with them, as that of Anbesns and Confhan-
tinople, yet we are to confider that fuch
acute difeafes make quick difpatch; whith
makes - earthquakes in  like manner the
- more tolerable. For whether they be-i-
~ {lands or cities that are thus {wallawed in-
to the ground or funk into the fea, itiga
prefent death and more fpeedy burial.
Thus perifhed thofe two famous cities of
Achaia, Helice and . Burisy as alfo, ac
cording to Plato and fome others, .an an-
cient Atlantick ifland funk into- the fea.
But what more than ordinary mifchief
came to the inhabitants? For the fouls-of
the good, having once left their bodies,
would eafily find way through the cran-
nies of the earth or depth of the fea, and
fo pafs to thofe cthereal feats and manfions
of the blefled. And for the.fouls of the
bad, what advantage the atheift can make
to himf{elf by enquiring after them I know
not. ‘Ifa'man’s fancy therefare be not fud-
denly fnatch’d away, thefe things are no-
thing {o terrible as they feem at firft fight;
: - nay,
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nay, fuch as we of our own accord imitate
‘infeafights, which have funk Iknow not
how many thoufands' of floating iflands
thick inhabited, by the thunder and bat-
tering of murtherous Cannons, But it is
the skill of the great Dramatift to enrich
the hiftory of the world with fuch tragical
tranfaétions. For were it not for blood
fightings of battles, and dearly-bought vi-
&ories, the firange changes and f{ubver-
fions of kingdoms and empires, the hor-
tible narrations of countries depopulated
by devouring plague and famine, of whole
cties fwallowed down by unexpeéted
earthquakes, and entire continents drown’d
by fudden inundations, the fpetators of
this terrefirial ftage-play would even nod
for want of fomething more than ordinarily
notorious to engage and hold on their at-
tention, Wherefore thefe things are not
at all amifs for the adorning of the hiftory
of time, and recommending of this theatre
of the world to thofe that are contempla-
tive of nature and Providence. - For the
records of thefe fore-paft miferies of other
ages and places naturally engendera pious
fear in the well-difpofed, and make all
that hear thereof more fenfibly relifh their
prefent tranquillity and happinefs. And,
which is-ever to be confidered, the inex:

: S . hauftible

N
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hayftible ftock of the univerfe will very
eafily bear the expencs of all thefe {o &
mufing pomps and folemnities : which
therefore give the more ample witnels to
the wi/dom and power of the Deity.

Hyl. But we leek more ample witnefles
of his goadnefs, O Philotheus.

Philoth. Why, it is one part of his goed-
nefs thus to difplay before ys his wy/dom
and power, to petfect our natures, and

bring us into admiration and love of him-
felf. For 1you fee all thefe things have
their ufefulnefs, that is, their advantage-
ous rcgard toys. For God wants nothing.
X. Of ill accidents happening to bruge crsatusss, wher-
by their liveg become mi erable.
Hyl. Nay, 1fee you will make eve
thing aut, Ph

ilotheus, Nor darg I #d- |

yenture to propofe to you the murraim of
sattle ar rots of fheep, whengs you have

already fuggefted that touching the mop
tality of men, which you will expeét
fhould ftop my mouth, And I confefs yeu
may add, that they may be fwept away
fometimes for the wickednefs or trial of
their awners, And therefore I will nesfo
* much infift upon the death of dymb creg-
turss, as upon fuch accidents as may make
their lives more lingringly mifesable;
the putting fome lupb awr of 3039;1; ctal;:

. r -
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beaking of a bonie, or the like. For why
‘does dot that invifible power that invigi-
Iwes over alt ¢hings prevent fuch fad acci-
denits? i¢ being as ealy for him that made
them to- keep them ﬁ‘vom harm, as it was
t make thém; he being ablfe to do all
thifigs without any trouble or difturbance
% himfelf, and being fo good and denign
#to defpife noite of his mnocent creatures,
Phloth. ‘This is pertinently urged, Hy-
lobatey, But I anfwer, Fhar God hag
made the wotld as'x complete Automaton,
*MatBing thar is to mové upon its own
[pitg anid wheels, without the frequent
reeourfe of the artificer; for that were but
abungle. Wherefore that the Divine art
o &ill incorporate mto matter mighe be
manifelt, abfolure potver does not inter-
pofe, bat tie condition of every thing is
acording to- the beft comtrivance this ter-
1ene mutter is.capable of. Wherefore thefe
accidents that happen to living creatures .
teflify that therc is nothing but the ordi-
try Divine artifice modifying the matter .
that keeps up the creature in its natural
tondition and happinefs.” Whereby the
Wildon of God is more clearly and” won-
Yertadly fet out to us; that notwithftand-
lzf the fegilry of the matter, yet the care-
organization of the parts of a creature

S 2 . does
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does fo defend it from mifchief, thatit ve-
1y fcldom happens that it falls into fuch
harms and ‘cafualties as Ic/lou {pecify. But

. if an immediate extraordinary and abfo-

lute power did always interpofe for the
fafety of the creature, the efficacy of that
intelletual contrivance of the matter into
fuch organs and parts would be neceffarily
hid from our knowledge, and the greateft
pleafure of natural philofophy come to no-
thing. Which is of more concernment than
the perpctual fecurity of the limbs of every
beaft ; efpecially it happening fo very fel

- dom that any of them are either firain’d or

broken, unlefs it be long of us, and then
Providence is acquitted. :

Hyl. How long of us, Philotheus? For
thefe mifchances are incident to more
creatures than we ride on, or make to draw

~ at either plough, coach, or cart.

Philoth. As for example, when one
fhoots at a flock of pigeons' or a flufh of
ducks, do you expeét that Divine Provi
dence fhould fo guide the fhot, that it

" fhould hit none but what it kill’d outright,

and not fend any away with a broken leg’
By the fame reafon neither fhould it be in’
our power to break the leg of a bird, if he
were -in our hands. “And, which is of

greater moment, the judge fhould be ftruck
, ) dumb
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dumb fo foon as he began to give fentence
againft the innocent 3 the fword fhould fall
out of the hand of him that maintains an
unjuft quarrel; the lips of the prieft fhould
be miraculoufly fealed up fo foon as he be-
gan to vent falfe dofrines, and delude
the people with lies; and the dangerous
phyfick of either an unskilful or villainous
phyfician fhould never be able to find the
way to the mouth of the credulous pati-
ent. ‘The fenfe of which would be, That
God fhould make man a free creature, gnd
gt violently determine him to one part.
hich would make ufelefs the fundry fa-
culties of the foul; prevent the variety of
orders of men, filence thefe bufy aé{ors
on this ftage of the earth, and by this pal-
pable interpofal, as it were, bring Chrift
to judgment before the time.” Thus would
the ignorance and impatience of the un-
Lilfal raife the theatre before the play be -
half done, "the intricacy of the plot mak-
ing the fpetacle tedious to' them that un- -
derftand it not.  But let the atheift know
there will be a ®eds drd Y 275,
Chrift coming ‘in the clouds, that fhall
falve up all, whom he fhall fee at length

to his own forrow and confufion. .
Philop, Excellently good indeed, Philo-
theus! ~ ) .
S3 Hyl.
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- Hyl. And it is well it is fo, Philepoti
for?dl{ccwi& it were intolessble. m
repeats but what he faid beforeuponmy fult
ebjeSion. But 3 % 7'9?; 70 REAGY.
© Philop. I pray you, Philotheus, proceed.

Philoth. In the mean time God has not

feft us without excufe, having given us

the admirable works of nature and the ho-
oracles to exercife our faith and reafon,

ut fo frequent and palpable interpellationt
in human affairs would take away the vfes
fulnefs of both, and violemly compel, not
perfuade the free creature. .I d thus would
our intelleGtuals lofe their'moft properand
leafant game, the feeking out God byhis
ootfteps in the credtion, For this werety
thruft himfelf upon us whether we woult
ot no, not to give us the pleafure and exer:
cife of fearching after him in the traéts of
+ nature; in which there is this furprizing
delight, that if we meet with any thing that
feems lefs agreeable at firft fight, let ut
ufe the greateft wit we can to alter it, up:
on farther trial we fhall find that we Hive
but made it worfe by our tampering with
it. So that we always find that what-ever
evil there is in the world, it is to be chae
ged upon the incapability of the creature;
not the envy or overfight of the Creator.
For did things proceed from fuch a grirﬁ
S ciple

T T

. e e e ok
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ciple'as wanted cither fifl or goodnefs, thas:
were not God. C . . .

XI. Oftheanclty-amd rapaowy of animals, .
~ Hyl. Thatisacknowledged on both fidess
But this is the thing we {weat at,. to make
the phumomesna of the world correfpond
with fo excellent a principle. Which, me-
thinics, nothing does {o harfhly grate againf
asthat law of cruelty and rapine,which Gods
limfelf feems to mve implanted in nature
amongft ravenous. birds and beafts. For
things are there as he has: made them, and
it is plain i the talons, beaks, paws and
teeth of thefie creatures, that they sre ann-
el finingly for that tragical defign. Befides:
that commiffion that man hath over. the
Bves of them ;H'rtil ndto dﬁs '
Cuph. I am heartily glad to fee -
ﬁng%je&ion breught upon the (hP;::,
net that I would have the caufe of Provi-
dence. any way entangled or prejudiced,
but that there. is fo fit an opportunity of
fsewing the unparallel’d ufefulnefs (in the:
greateft exigencies)of the peculiar notions: -
sftharftupendious wit Des-Cartes : amongft:
which that touching brutes being mere me-
ching’s is very-notorious
Philep. So itisindeed, O Cuphophron,
 Cuph. And the ufefulnefs here as notoriv
ous. For it takes away all that conceived.
hardfhip
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hardfhip and mifery that brute creatures
undergo, either by-our rigid dominion o-
ver them, or by their fierce cruelty one

upon another. This new hypothefis fweeps

away all thefe difficulties at one firoke,
Hyl. This is a -fubtil invention indeed,
Cuphophron, to exclude brute creatures al-
“ways from life, that they may never ceafe
to live. SR :
Cuph. You miftake me, Hylobares; I
exclude them from life, that they may ne.
- ver die with pain, - '
Hyl. Why, few men but dic fo, Cupho-
phron, and yet fcarce any man but thinks
it worth the while to have lived, tho’ he
muft die at laft in fuch circumftances. And
- there not being that reflexsvenefs nor fo
comprebenfive and prefagient an anxiety ot
prefens deep refentment in brates in their
fuffering as in rational creatures, that fhort
pain they undergo when they are devour
ed by one another cannot be confiderable

not bear the thoufandth proportion te that |

pleafure they have reaped in their life. So
that it is above a thoufand times better that
they fhould be animated with fenfitive life,

than be but mere machina’s., - ,
. Phil. T'ruly, methinks Hylobares argues
very demonftratively againft you, Cupho-
phron; and that therefore the Carzefian hy-
: ) pothefis
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pothefis in this cafe is fo far from helping

out any difficulty in divine Providence,

that it were the greateft demonftration in

the world againft the goodnefs thereof, if
it were true ; namely, that fuch an infinite -
number of animals, as we call them, ca-

pable of being fo truly, and of enjoying a

vital happinefs, fhould be made but mere

fen{eleljs) puppets, and dcvoid of all the
joys and pleafures of life, ‘

‘Hyl, T expeét a better anfwer from Phi-
lotheus, or elfe 1 fhall be very much left
mthe dark, - - o
“Philoth. My anfwer in brief is this: that
this is the fport that the divine wifdom af-
fords the contemplative in the fpeculation
of her works, in that fhe puzzles them at
the firft fight even to the mgking of herfelf
fufpeGted of fome overfight, and that fhe
has committed fome offence againft the fa-
ured nature .of God, which is goodnefs and
Jflice itfelf; which yet they afterwards’
more accurately fcanning find moft of all
igrecable to that rule. As certainly it is
here, For what is fo juft as that aphorifm
of Pythagoras® fchool, T'd X fonov Evexat
T8 BehTiovos, that the worfe is made for
the better 2 And what fo good wifdom, as
to contrive things for the higheft enjoy-

' ment
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ment of all?  ForLfay, as I faid before;
that divine Providence in the generations
of fifhes, birds and. beafls, calt up in her
account the fupernumeraries that were to
be meat for the reft. And Hylobares is to
prove whether fo many individuals of thera
could come into the world and centinue fo
in fucceflion, if they were net to be lefieav
ed by this feeming cruel law of feeding
~one upon another. And befides, we fes
foadry fpecies of living; ereatures this way-
the moft pleafantly and: tranfportingly pros
vided for. For how delightful a thing it i
for them: by their ciaft add-agitity of body
to become mafters of theit- prey, nren that
make to themfelves & fortune by sheiv own
wit, policy and valour, let them. be judges.
Whete: {omething of confequence: i in.
chace, it makes the pleafunc of the gamie
more. folid, fills the facultids with mas
vigaux and alactity, end makes the vife:
ry mote favoury and valuable. Asrunning
or & wager makes & man feel his limbs
with: more cousage and fpeed, and find him
+ {elf more plealad thet lie hasotereothe hiv
antagonift, - Wherefore the amimal iife i
bealts and birds (and' they were never im
- -tended for any thinig higher) is highly gra.
tify’d by this exercife o% their firength and
-ctaft, and yet the fperies of all things very
: v copioufly
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gapioufly” preferved. But to complain thee
me certain numbers are to be o, p’d off,
which notwithftanding muft at af] die, and
#f they lived aad propagated without any
fuch cucb, would be 4 butthen to the carth
. and to themfelves for want of food, it ig
but the ‘cavil of our own Sofinefs and sgn.
rant efeminacy,no juft Charge againft God
ornature. For the divine wifdom freel
and gencroufly having provided for the
whele, does not, 2s man, dote on this or
that particular, but willingly lets them go
for 2 mere folid and more univerfal good,
as for beeves and Sbeep, the more ordi.
nary food of man, how often is the coun-
teyman at a lofs for grafs and fodder for
them ? Judge then what this foolith pity of
ever {paring them would bring upon them,
they would multiply fo faff, thar they
Weuld die for famine and want of food.
Hyl. What you fay, Philotheus, I muft
confefs is not immaterial, Byt yet, me
thinks, it looks very harthly and cruelly,
t one living creature fhould fal] upon
tother and flay him, when be hgs done
- him no wrong,” :
- Philoth, Why, Hylobares, tho’ I high.
ly commend this good nature in you, yet
mut tell you, it is the idoticalnefs of
your fancy tzzt makgs you thus puzzled
in
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in this cafe. For you fancy .brutes as if
they were men : whenas they have noo
ther law than the common law of nature,
which is the law of felflove, the cravings
of which they will fatisfy, whatever i
incommodated thereby. As the fire will
burn if it take hold, tho’ to the confum-
ption of a whole foreft, notwithftanding the
wood never did the fire any hurt, thatit
fhould ufeit fo: fo every animal would
fatisfy its own craving appetite, tho’ it
were by the devouring of -all the world
befide. This every fparrow, titmoufe ot
fwallow would do. So that if you wil
indulge to that fancy, they are all wicked
alike; and therefore it need not feem fo
harfh that the devourers are alfo to be
devoured. But it is the moft true and
philofophical apprehenfion, to impute no
more wickednefs to devouring brutes thaa
to{wallowing gulfs of the fea or devouring

. ﬁre. " »

XII. Of the rage of the clements, the poifon of: ferpents,
and wrath of wild beafts, ’ P e

_ Hyl. Why, Philotheus, thatisthe thin§
1 was going to objeétin the next place; I
mean, as well the rage of the elements, as
the wrath of wild beafts, and {everal mon-
ftrofities of creatures that. occur, whether
whole fpecies or fingle individuals,. ‘Fglf
. : 0
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do not thefe difcover fome malignancy in
the principles of the world, inconfiftent
with fo lovely and benign an author as we
feck after? .

Euift. 1 cantell you an hypothefis, Hy-
lobates, that will fufficiently folve this
objection, if yeu and I could clofe with it.
- Hyl. T warrant you mean the Behuie-
#ical, the corruption of the Divine Sal-
nitre by the re%ellion of Lucifer againft
his Maker. ‘'Thefe things I admire ata
diftance, Euiftor, but, as you fay, I have
notan heart to clofe with them. For I
cannot believe that there is any might or
counfel that can prevail againft God; or
that he can overfhoot himfelf fo far, as to
give the ftaff out of his own hands in fuch
a meafure as is taught in that hypothefis,
Wherefore, Philotheus, I defire a more
credible account of thefe things from you,

Philoth, T fhall offer you, Hylobares,
avery ealy -and intelligible fuppofition,

Hyl. T pray you what is it, Philotheus ?

long to hear it. a

Philoth, Only this; That this ftage of
the earth, and the comprehenfion of its
Atmofphere, is one of the meaneft, the
leat glorious and leatt happy manfions in
the creation ; and that God may make one
Part of the creation lefs noble than ano

T - ther,

.
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ther, nay it may be his wifdom “requites
‘it fhould be fo at length in procef§ of time;
as the art of "painting tequires dark colouts ;
as well as thofe more bright and floridn |
well-drawn pictures. Therefore I fay, |
the naturc of things, evenof alt of them, |
fin only excepted, isbut lefs good here, 2
not truly evil'or malignant. ~ -~ *
* “Hyl. How does that appear, Phifotheus?
_Philoth, It-is manifeft, for example, :
that there is no fuch malignant heat as s
fuppofed in fire, but all is found, and fi
-cred, ifit be in due meafure and in right
circumftances’ apply’d.  For it is well |
Known, that ‘the gentle and ‘comfortable
rays of thé fun may be fo crouded toge:
ther in ong point by the artifice of glafles,
that they will'be fo furioufly hot as to mel
hard metalline bodies.. And little qué
ftion is to be made, butthat there are cet
tain’ particles, ‘good flore,  in nature, of ¢
form Jong:and flexible, ‘that the- ordinary
heat of the fun raifing into a vapour, 2
he or fome higher principle il more
~ fhrongly agifating them, will caufe mighty |
~ winds and tempefts, and thefe tel.npeﬂs
' vehemeéntly tofs the {ea, and make it 12§ |
and ‘roar, " But that fea-voyages become
ddnigerous by this means, -is but the exer
cife of the wit and obfervation of m:é |
. . a |

®
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and has occafioned a moft accurate art of
mvigation. And if fome fhips notwith-
ftanding be caft away, it ever makes the
paflenger that has any piety in him pay
his vows at land with greater religion and
devotion. And for the wrath of beafts, it
lias nothing more diabolical in, it than na-
tural choler and the flimes of fire, which
dono more hurt than the pure beams of the
fun paffing through a pure glafs, whofe
figure only makes them burd. But the
power of Gad indeed feems more barely
fet out in thefe fierce beafts of prey, fuch
s the lion, bear, and #yger, and is yet
more terrible in huge fcaled dragons and
ferpents. But if thefe kind of creatures
bear any mifchief or poifon in their tccth
or tails or their whole body, that poifon
is nothing but difproportionality of par-
ticles to the particles of our own or othet
animals bodies. And nature has armed us
with caution, flight and abhorrency from
fuch dreadful fpeacles. But we muft
not make our abhorrency the meafure and
trae eftimate of others natures, For thofe
poifonous creatures are not poifonous to
their own kind, and are fo far from mu-
tual abhorrency, that they are joined in
the neareft link of love that can be, where-
by they propagate their fpecies. Where-

T2 . fore
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fore thele obje&ts of fo terrible an afpeét
are not evil in themfelves, but being ca-
pable of the delights of the amimal Iife as
well as any other, and being fo egregiouf
Iy direful to behold, as living {ymbols of
that attribute of power unqualified with
goodnefs, they were ri§htly brought into
being in this region of fin, as ready in-
ftruments of Divine wrath, notorious or-
naments of the theatre of the wotld, and a
great enrichment of the hiftory of nature,
which would be defeétive, did. it not run
from one extreme to another. For even
variety of {weet things cloy, and thereis
noremedy fo good as the mixture of fharp,
bitter and fowr.

XIII. Of monftrofities in nature.

And therefore thofe more facred and
congruous laws of nature are fometimes vi-
olated by her own prerogative, as is. ma:
nifelt in the birth of monflers; which I
look upon as but a piece of {portfulnefs in
the order of things, as when a wellfs
voured boy makes a wry mouth out of
wantonnefs, whereupon the fudden com-
pofure of his countenance into its natural
frame feems the more lovely and amiable:
but for thefe prodigious deviations, they
are not many. For it is the rarity of them
that invites the people to look after them.

And
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And it is a plain argument they are well
leafed with thefe novel fpetacles, they
&willingly parting with their monies to
have the fight of them. For thefe diverfis
ties of objeéts in the world varioufly touch
the minds of men, playing upon rt{eir fe-
veral affeétions and fzculties as a mufician
on the fundry keys of an organ or virgi-
nals. And that ftop which is a difcord of
itfelf, yet not being too long ftood upon,
makes the fucceeding harmony more fweet.
"And fo it is in that which is uglily defec-
tive or mifhapen, it quickens the fenfe of
that due fhape and clegancy we fee ordi-
narily in other things. But that there are
whole nations abfolutely monftrous or mif-
fhapen, fuch as the Cynocephali, Acepha-
li, Monoculi, Monocoli, and the like, it will
be then time enough to anfwer to that dif-
ficuley, when the truth of the ftory is clear-
ed. The probability of which I think Eu-
iftor is as able to judge of as moft men, he
taking fo fpecial a felicity in reading of hi-
flories. -
Euift. "That there are fuch monftrous
nations mentioned in hiftory, O Philotheus,
it cannot be diffembled. But for the credi-
bility of the ftory or pertinency to this fub-
je&t, thatis not fo clear. For in my appre-
“henfion hiftorians do- very much betray
: T 3 their
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their vanity in the very circumftances of
what they relate. As in the Monocols of
Tartarie, which, they fay, have but one
arm as well as but one leg; but they add,
that they run fo {wift on that fingle hand
and foot, that no horfe cankeep pace with
them, Which if it were true, what great
charge could be laid againft nature for ma-
king fo admirable and ufeful a fabrick?
"There is alfo a people near California, cal
led Enoticeti, which they fay have long
ears that reach to the very ground, but
withal fo large and thin and limber, that
they hang like a fcarf behind or before
them ; ‘which they fpread and lie in a
nights on the ground, (if any be fo foolifa
ag to believe it:) from whence they are
called Ewnoticets, as haying their ears for
theets to lie in.  So that when they travel
they maay in utramque aurem dormire, and
be afraid of no contagion but what they
carry with them. -

Cuph. 'This is a pretty privilege, Euif
tor. But I would be very loth to be fo li-
able to be lugg’d by the ears up and down
~ as they are, for all their fecurity of whol
fome fheets.

Euift. For my part, I muft confefs, I
look upon it as a very fable; as I do alfo

upon thofe feveral ftories of the me%
, o n
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And Sir Fobn Mandevill, to owbid the
mendacity of all his predeceflors, thought
it not enough to feign nations with one eye
in their heads only, but alfo fuch as had
none at all, but only two heles like empt
fockets where the lights fhould be placed.
But to give you my conjeéture, I think
the fieft occafion of this fable of the Mono-
culi was raifed from the Scytbian Arima[ps,
which were famed to be fuch, and indeed
have their name from thence, as Euflathi-
% notes upon Dionyfius Afer, *Agl ydp
108 Sxvdici, uaards 8¢ 6 opFaAuds,

Philop. What’s that Euiftor ?

Eugft.’ Api in the Scythian language is
ssmuch as ome, and paawods as much as 1
fay an eye.  So thet Arimafpus fignifies as
tuch as one-eyed. And Zfchylus in the
fame author calls them povoTa 9'ga7a‘v,
the one-ey’d army, as being excellently
well exercifed archers, and having by fre-
quent winking on one eye leflened it fo
thuch as in a manner to have loft the ufe
ofit. T believe there is no more in it than
this; and can hardly conclude with Eufta-
thius, that in procefs of time they begot
children quite deprived of one of their

¢yes. But be that how it will, that Wasfn&
, ‘ . ¥

o
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fail of nature, but a fault of their own, But
furely from fuch flight hints as thefe might
fo many loud lies be fpred abroad in the
world. And when they had once brought
~ it to one eye, th}:iy might then place itac. -
cording to the eafinefs of their fancy, not
on one fide of the nofe, but, as Pliny does -
- thofe of the } Arimafpi, in the midft of |
their forehead. . |
* And as for the Acephali, they might be |
nothing but fome ftrong hutch-back’d peo-
ple, that having their heads very low and
their fhoulders high, men in humour and
derifion might fay that they had their
'mouths in their breafts and their eyesin
their thoulders. For men love to exprefs
themfelves fo as to raife admiration,
And laftly, for the Cynmocephals, it is s
thing iricredible, and betrays the falfenefs
by the circumftances of the report. Asthat
they underftand one another by barking
and howling, and partly by figns with theit
hands and fingers;that they have long tails
like dogs, and that they engender as dogs
do, and that the human way is by them,
forfooth, accounted more fhameful and
dithoneft. I believe the truth of the exif
tence of thofe apes that are called Cynoce:
- phali gave the firft ground to this amplify'd
fable; which you may fee more enlargfd
-i- Hift. Nat, 1. 7. ¢. 8, n
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int Eufebius Neirimbergius, but rejetted
even by him as a vain report.

And as the Cynocephali are but brutes,
foI conceive thofe terrible men with horns
beyond Cathay, and thofe human fhapes
with long tails that ftraggle on the moun-
tainous parts of the ifland Borneo, with o-
ther fportful variations and deviations from
the u&al figure of man, were but fo many
feveral kinds of Saryrs, Monkeys and Ba-
boons, that are of a middle nature betwixt
men and. beafls, as the fundry forts of
plant-animals are betwixt beafts and trees.
And as the perfeéteft of plaut-animals come

" very near an abfolute animal, as the Bo-
ranetz not far from the C::’ffyian fea amongft
the Tartars; fo the perfeételt of Satyrs
and Apes may very well come fo near
mankind that they may be fufpeéted to be
of human race. But that they can ever
be improved to the accomplifhment of 2
man, I think as little probable, as the tur-
ning of a Zoophyton into a perfect animal.

" Philop. On my word, Hylobares, Euif-

tor has laid about him more than ordinary
in this point.

Hyl. T muft confefs, Philopolis, that Eu-
iftor has fpoke fo probably touching thefe
flories of human monftrofities, that I can-

‘ not

1 Hi, Nat, L. 5. ¢ 150
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not have the face upon fo. uncertain re-
potts to lay a charge againft Providence,
whofe exaétnefs is fo confpicuoys in things
of affured and certain knowledge. And
therefore I would now pafs from- this claf
" fis of natyral evils, if that three more of
this kind (if I may call them ail natura,?,

did not forcibly detain me, For indee
ahﬂ%y are fuch as do more amufe me and

iffettle me than any I have yet, rog;fcd.
Philoth, 1 pray, what are thole, Hylo- a
bares ? '
L Lt e ety i
. Hyl. That {ad {pe&acle of narurdl fools,
- of mad-men, and of men from their very.
childbood irreclamably wicked. 1 cannot
devife how fuch phenomena as thefe can
well comport- with {o benign a Providence
as you feem to plead for. To me, Phile-
theus, they are the moft difmal fights in

the world, -

Philoth. And, to deal ingenuoufly with
you, Hylobares, thereisnothing does more
contriftate and' melancholize my {pirit
than any refletions upon fuch objeéts. But
et I cannot conclude but that God may
¢ exaétly good and juft in his- dealings
with men for all this. For we muft confF
der that mankind by their fall are lapfed
) into
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into a parallel condition with that of beafts
in a-manner, and, by their being invefted
with thefe terreftrial induments, do put
‘themfelves into all thofe ‘hazards that the
‘brutal life is obnoxious to, that is to fay,
not only:the difeafes of the body, but the
maladies alfo of ‘thofe better l{culties of
perception-and imagination, of natural wit
and fagacity, and of natural humour and
difpofjtion. ‘The diftemper of any of thefe
fezes-the foul, if it meet-with {o ill a-fit.
ted body. For we fee that fome beafts are
egregioufly -more fottifh and flow than o-

" thers of their own kind, and more mif-
chievous and unmanageable, as is obferv-
-able in dogs and horfes. And feveral brutes
are capable of becoming mad. Thefe mif-
chiefs follow this terreftrial fate of things,
which none can be fecure from but thofe
that inhabit not in thefe houfes of clay.
And who knows but he that is born a na-
tural fool, if he had had natural wit, would
have become an arrant knave? which is
an hundred times worfe. And to havebeen
in a capacity of being good, and yet to
range out into all manner of wickednefs,
is mote horrible than to have ever had a
fenfelefnefs of what s pious and virtuous un-
interruptedly from the very birth. And as
for mad-men, it is noterioufly known tl;?t

the
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the greateft caufe is ordinarily immorality,
pride, the want of faith in God, or inordi
nate love of fome outward obje&t. Butno
madnefs but that which is purely a difesfe
is to be charged upon Providence: for |
which there is the like apology as foro-
ther difeafes; which if we fhould admit
they did not always good to the aflicted, -
yet it cannot be genied but that they do
“very naturally tend to the bettering of the .
fpeltators, as this fad object of maduefi
ought to do; to make men humble and
modeft, and mafters of their paffions, sd
ftudious of purification of foul and body, |
and clofe adherers to the Deity, that {0 |
horrid a diftemper may never be ableto
feize them ; to keep down the ferocity of
- defire,and to be wholly refigned to the wil
of God in all things, and not to feek 8 {
‘man’s felf no more than if he were nota
all; not to love the praife of men, nor the
. prideof the world, nor the pleafures of life,
but to make it his entire pleafure to be 0
one will with his Maker, nor to covet #
ny thing but the accomplifhment of his
will in all things, .
Hyl. This divine madnefs, you will fay,
Philotheus, will extinguifh all natural mad:
nefs, as the pure light of the fun does any
coarfe terrefirial fire,
P bilofbv
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Philoth. This divine fobriety, Hyloba-
;:;, will keep our animal {pirits fa}; and
er.

Bath. 1 conceive, Philotheus, that Hy. .
lobares may not call that excellent ftate of
the foul a divine madnefs out of any re-
proach to it, but for the fignificancy of the
expreflion.  For madnefs is nothing elfe
butan ecflaticalnefs of the foul, or-an emo-
tion of the mind, fothat a man is faid noz
1o be himfelf, or to be befide himfelf. The
mifery of which in natural madnefs is, that
he being thus unhinged, he roves and is
fung off at random whether it happens, or
lck’d into fome extravagant fancy or hu-
mour that is to no purpofe, or elfe to ill
purpofe.  But divine madnefs is, when a
manby frudioufly and devotionally quitting
himfelf and his ‘own animal defires thro’
a intire purification of his fpirit, being
thus loofened from himfelf) is laid faft hold
on by the Spirit of God, who guides this
faithful and wellfitted inftrument, not ac-
cording to the ignorant or vicious modes
of the world, but his motions keep time to
that mufick which is truly holy, {eraphi-
¢al and divine, I mean, to the meafures of
found reafon and pure intelleét,

Hyl. T meant no worfe, Bathynous, than
you intimate; but you have “apologized

: U more
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more floridly and rhetorically for me than
I could have done for myfelf. And theres
fore this rub being removed, Ibefeech
you, Philotheus, proceed in your well-be.
un apology touching thofe difficulties in

%’rovidcnce which I laft propounded.
Philoth. T will add therefore thefe two
confiderations. Firft, that this life is thort,
and that no more is required of thefe ill-ap-
pointed perfons for wifdom gnd virtue than

proportionally to the talent committed to

them. So that their danger is diminifhed
according to the leflening of the meafure of

their capacities, Secondly, that it is our’

fancy rather than our reafon that makes us
imagine thefe objeéts fo much more fad
and deplorable, than what we fce in the
ordinary fort of men. For, as I was inti
matin§ before, which of thefe two is the
more deplorable ftate, to be a fool by fate
ot upon choice? And are not all things
toys and fools-baubles and the pleafures of
Children or beafts, excepting what is truly
moral and intelleitual?” and how few, 1
pray you, amongft many thoufands do fe-
rioully fpend their ftudies in any thing
weightily moral or intelleftual, but fiddle
away their time asidlcly as thofe that pill
ftraws or tie knots on rufhes in a fit of de-
liration or lunacy? The wits of this age

contend
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contend very much for this paradox, That
there is no other happinefs than content ;
but it is the happinefs of natural fools, to
find their content more eafily and certainly
than thefe very wits. And there®is in this
cafe much the fame reafon of mad-men as
of fools, And what is the gaudinef(s of fools
coats but the gallantry of thefe wits, tho’
not altogether fo authentickly in fafhion ?
Befides, this may excufe Providence fome-
thing, that the generali? of men do ufu-
ally flock after fools and mad-men, and
%&w themfelves delighted with the ob-
]

Bath. They are pleafed, it may be, to
fee fome more mad and fottifh than them-
felves, and fo congratulate to themfelves
the advantage and pre-eminency, as they
fancy, of their owh condition.

Hyl. 1t may be they approach to them
as to alluring looking-glafles, wherein they
may {o lively difcern their own vifages.

Philorh. You may have fpoken more
truly in that, Hylobares, than you are a-
ware of, faving that .generally men are
more foolifh and mad than thefe looking-
glafles can reprefent them. Nibil tam ab-
Jurde dici poteft quod non dicatur ab aliguo
bhilofophorum, is a feying of Cicero. And
if the Philofophers themfelves be fuch

U2 fools
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fools, what are the Plebeians? Could ever
any thing more fottith or extravagant fall
into the mind of either natural fool or mad-
man, than, that the eternal God is of a cor-
poreal nature and fbape ; that the world
and all the parts of it, the organized bo-
dies of men and beafts not excepted, are
the refult of a blind jumble of mere matter
and motion without any other guide ? What
more phrantick than the figment of tranfub-
Jtantiation, and of infallible luft, ambitiet,
and covetoufnefs ¢ Or what more outragh
ous ﬂpecimen of madnefs, than the killin
and flaying for the non-belief of fuch things’
A man is accounted a natural fool for pre-
ferring his bauble before a bag of gold;
but is not he a thoufand times more fool
ifh that prefers a bag of gold, a puff of ho-
nour, a fit of tranfient pleafure, before the
everlafting riches, glory and joys of the |
kingdom of heaven? No man wondersthat -
a mad-man unadvifedly kills another;and
if he did it advifedly and of fet purpofe, ,
yet it being caufelefly and difadvantage:
oully to himfelf, he is reputed no leis
mad. How nototioufly mad then are thofe
that, to their own eternal damnation, de-
populate countries, fack cities, fubvert
kingdoms, and not only martyr the bodies

of the pious and righteous, but murth;f
. - - the
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the fouls of others, whom by fraud or
violence they pollute with idolatrous and
impious pradtices; and all this for that
gaudy bauble of ambition, and a high con-
ceit of one univerfal [piritual monarch,
that ought to wallow in wealth, and tum-
ble in all the flefhly and fenfual delights
ofthis prefent world ? Wherefore, to {peak
my judgment freely, Hylobares, feeing
that there would be fuch abundance of men
mad and foolifp and wicked according to
the ordinary guize of the world,it does not
mif’befeem the goodnefs of Providence to
anticipate this growing degeneracy in fome
few,by making them fools and mad-menasit
were by birth or fate : that folly and mad-.
nefs being reprefented to the fons of men,
in'a more unufual difguife, by hooting at
1t, they may do that piece of juftice as ta
reproach themfelves thereby, who are up-

on their ow coft and charges more repre-
henfibly wicked than they that never came
within any capacity of being virtuous, (if
there be any fuch) and more outrageoully -
mad and abominably fottifhin the eyes of .
him that can judge rightly,. tha any na- -
tural fool or bedlam; or rather, that ufing :
thatfeafonable refletion which Plato fome-
where commends upon the confideration -

of the ill carriage of others, .7y dg. éva -
‘ 3 TO&Q—-
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7o87@, they may find by fuch analo

gies as' I have hinted at, that they are far
worfe fools and madmen than are hooted
at in the ftreets, and fo for very fhame a-
mend their lives, and become truly wife
and virtuous. For what can be more ef
fe@ual for the raifing an horrour and de-
teftation of what is ugly and- difhoneft in
ourfelves, than the reflexion, that what
we fo abhor in others is more in outfelves
both as to degrees and other circum-
ftances ; and that whereas others may feem
an objeét of psty, ourfelves deferve the
higheft reproof and feorn. ,

XV. The beft ufe to be made of the faddeft fcene of the

things.of this world. .

So that you fee, Hylobares, that even
in thefe picces of* providénce that feem
moft forlorn, moft dark and defperate, 4
very comfortable account of the Divine
ﬁ:adneﬁ does uncxpeétedly emerge and

ine forth. Which would ftill clear up
into a more full fatisfaGion, the mare lei

fure and ability we had to fearch into

things, But if you cannot keep your eye
from being fixed on the black fide of Pro
vidence rather than on the Jright fide
thereof, and muft ruminate on the parti-

cular evils of plagues and peftilences, of |

* war and famine, of devouring carthquak'csf,'
. v 0

.
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of that cruel and favage. cuftom of both
birds, beafts and fithes, in preying and
feeding one upon another, wgichis 4 _tha-
dow of the moft outrageous violence and
iniquity imaginable; if you will melan-
cholize your fancy with the remembrance
of the groans of the maimed and fick, the
dread of ravenous beafts and poifonous fer-
pents, the deftroying rage of the elements,
the outrageoufnefs of the diftracted, and
the forlornnefs and defolatenefs of that for-
faken habitacle, the body of a natural fool,
(vhom therefore we moft ufually calia
mere body ;) this confideration al(Z has its
gand ufe, and it is fit that fo funk a con-
dition of mankind as this terreftrial life is,
fhould be charged with fuch a competen-
¢y of tragical fatalities, as to make the
confiderate {erioufly to bethink himfelf of
a better ftate, and recount with himfelf if
be benot, as they fay, in a wrong box,
if he be not firay’d from his native coun-
try, and therefore, as the Platonifis exhort,
elyewy EvTeUdey, if he ought not feri-
oufly to meditate a return, and to die be-
fimes to this world, that death at laft ftrik-
ing off the fetters of this mortal body, the
foul may emerge far above-the fteam of
this region of mifer and fin. ¢ fraecla-
rum diem, cum ad J:;inumillud animorum
: conci-
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concilium coetumque proficifcar, cumque

ex hac turba ac colluvione difcedam ! }
Eusft. It is part of that excellent fpeech |
of Cato to Scipo and Laelius. What fay
you now, Hylobares, to Philotheus s
afloiling thefe your laft and moft puzzling
andl confounding difficulties about #naturd
evils? ' o

XVI. How the entrance of fin into the world can conilt
with the goodnefs of Providence.

Hyl. 1 fay Philotheus difcourfes excel
lently well, Euiftor, and beyond my ex
pectation. And I cannot deny but that
there being fuch a lapfed ftate of mankind,
that Providence upon this fuppofition docs
manage things to the beft ‘even in thofe

- phaenomena we call natural evils; ad
that the frame of things, taking them it
their full comprehenfion, could fcarce be
better, fo far as my underftanding reaches,
than it is. But the greateft difficulty of al
remains touching this finfil lapfe, (which
is the fecond head of evils I had in my
thoughts to propofe to Philotheus ) That
Providence fhould ever fuffer fo abomt
nable, {o diabolical and deftrutive a thin§ |

" as fin ever to appear on this ftage of the
untverfe: a thing that has brought in fuch
a tragical train of miferies upon “us, andis

in itlelf fo deteftable and hareful vbot(f; ts
e 20,
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God and man. I know not how to make
fenfe of thefe things. B
Cuph. I am even glad at heart to fee
Hylobares fo much puzzled with this dif
ficulty, it giving me the opportunity, with
Philotheus his leave, to raife him into as
high a pleafure by the agreeablenefs and
perfpicuity of the folution. And, me-
thinks, I find upon me a very great smpe-
tus of fpirit to do him this friendly office.
- Philoth. 1 pray you proceed then, Cu-
phophron ; I hope your fuccefs will be the
better. '
. Cuph. That I thall do right willingly :
ForI hold it a matter of great importance,
that mankind have a right underftanding
ofone another’s altions and manners, and
that they be not over-harfhly cenforious,
and think every thing irlz:‘ﬂ’mal and diabo-
lical that is not in fo high a degree good as
the ret. For my purpofe is, O Philopo-
lis, to clear unto the world fuch principles
asmay fweeten the paffions of men, or ex-
cite in them only the fweet paffions, and
take off all’anger, hatred, and indignation
againt their mutual carriages; that feeing
fo little hurt done or meant, they may
g‘e quietly and neighbourly one with an-
er. ' '
Philop, That is an excellent plot, O
' Cupho-

'
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Cuphophron, and very advantageous to
as many of us juftices of peace, as defire
~ to get as much time as we can to beftow
upon the more profitable parts of philofo-
phy. But I would rightly underftand this
plot of yours, ' :

Cuph. I perceive Hylobares ( which is
a {ymptom of his great fenfe of virtue)
looks upon that which we ordinarily call
fin or wickednefs, to have fuch an efen
tial and infernal poifon and helifh per.
verlenefs in it, fo abominable and dete-
Sftable, and {o contrary and repugnant to
the nature of God, that it feems a contra-
di&tion that they fhould beth coexift i
the world together, but that the wrath of
the Almighty ought tohavethunder-ftruck
or ftifled fo' horrid a monfter in the:
birth, not only by reafon of thofe natursl
evils it unavoidably brings upon mankind,
but even for its own diabolical nglinefs and.
deteftablenefs. But for my part, gentle-
men, I commend his zeal more than his
judgment, in his adhering to fo ground-
lefs an imagination. ,

Soph. 1 with, Cuphophron, you begin-
ning {o daringly, that your judgmenmt do
not prove as little as your zeal. You are
fuch an extoller of the fweet paffions, and
fo profeficd an enemy to thofe more grnal

- an
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and fevere ones, that I fear, to bid adieu
to them for the milder repofe of our minds,

ou will perfuade us to fhake hands and
{e friends with fin itfelf. :

Cupb. You know not what I would, So-
phron, nor I {carce myfelf; but fomething
lam very big of, and defire your affiftance
o; _patience in my delivering of myfelf
of 1t.

Hyl. I pray you letitbe neatly then,
and Z cleagly}::o{weymce, o Cupthhron.

"XVII. Cuphophron’s lunatick apolo, whereby he
~ would cxl:engate the hainoufnefs gt?ﬁng.}" 7

Cuph. Tt fhall be very dry and clean.
For it fhall be only a difquifition touching
the mere nature of fin and wickednefs, in
what it confifts: Whence we fhall make
the dueft eftimate of the poifon of its con-
dition. And I with my breath may be as
%rateful and agreeable to your ears, as this
refh evening-air, wafted through the fides
of my arbour, and fteeped in tie cooling
beams of the moift moon, éwhofe ftrained
light through the thadow of the leaves be-
gins to caft a tremulous chequer-work on,
the table, our clothes and faces) is delight-
ful and comfortable to my heated temples..

Philop. Tt begins ind)::cd to be late of
the night, Cuphophron, but it is not the
lefs pleafant to continue our difcourfehi.n

this
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this chequer’d moon-fhine, efpecially you

having thus raifed our expe&ations,
Wherefore I pray you proceed.
Cuph. In my judgment no man has fo
luckily pointed at the true nature of wic-
kednefs as Mercurius Trifmegiftus, in
that fhort faying, ‘H xaxie cduguilosroi
Snploss, That wickednefs is connate or
natural to beafts. 'Which yet I am fo far
from believing in that fenfe the words
found in, that I hold it incompetible to
them. ~ But rather, as that mirrour of wif:
dom, Mbofes, has defined in his law, when
the leprofy is all over a man, no part un-
tainteg, that he is to be reputed as clean;
fo brutes, who are conftituted only of fenfe
and the animal affeftions, without any
participation of an higher principle, they
are uncapable of fin. And if there werea-
ny rational animals, be they in what fhape
they will, from the fight of whofe minds
that higher principle was ever excluded
fatally and naturally, they would be as
the Mofaical leper, or rather as an ordina-
ry brute, devoid both of lin and confci-
ence, relifhing only the laws of the ani-
mal life: wherein when we have confi
dered how much there is of the Divine
wifdom and goodnefs that contrived them,

we |
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we fhall not have fo venomous a conceit
concerning the creation of God, or be caft
upon Manicheifm or Gnofticifm, fancying
the fign of the Dewil’s paw,or fcenting the
fulphur of hell in every thing as ftrongly
as the bithop’s foot in milk burat to the
fkillet bottom,

Nay, I may fay that thofe myfterious
depths of Satan which the theofophers fo
diligently difcover, fuch as are ipfeity, e-
goity, or felfiflnefs, it is nothing elfe but
that fovereign or radical principle in the
animal life, which is felf-love. ~ Of which
if there be no neceflity in nature that it
fhould be,(as indeed we fec fometimes the
affetions of creatures to be carried out fo
to others that they forget themfelves) yet
itwas fit for Divine Providence to fettle
this principle in them all, That every
thing fhould love itfelf very heartily and
provide for itfelf; as the roots of trees
without all fcruple draw to themfelves all
the nourifhment they -are capable of, not
Tegarding what tree withers, fo they flou- -
tith, in which notwittanding there ‘is no-
thing of either Devil or fin.

. But now that Providence did very well
I implanting fo fmart a felflove in every
aumal, is manifek. For thofe more no-
table fundions of the animal life, fuch as

: X depend
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depend on ftrength and agility, craft and

fagacity, could not be exercifed to any |
confiderable degree without this principle.

A crow would not have the heart to pick .
at 2 worm, nor a fwallow to fnatch ata ¢
fiy. And there is the fame reafon for
thofe more notable and induftrious infidi-
ations of other ftronger and more crafty
creatures that hunt after their-prey.” Be
fides, every animal in refpeét of itfelf has |
in fome fenfe or meafure a refemblance of
that Divine attribute of Omniprefence ; for
be it where it will, it cannot leave itfelf
behind. Wherefore it is fit it fhould be 1
endowed with this great love and care of ;
itfelf, being in a more conftant readinefs |
to pleafure, help and provide for itfelf
than for another. Laftly, it is a thing un-

imaginable, unlefs brutes were endownda
with intelletual faculties, (and then they
would be no longer brutes ) that they
fhould be able to have fo free and reflexive
cogitations, as to feek the improvement
and live in the fenfe of the publick goed.
And if their thoughts and fancies were al |
ways taken up or gadding after the wel-
~ fare of others, the height of life and joy
in every one would much be diminifhed |
and obfcured. For fancy is far weaker

than the prefent fenfe of the body: And
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if you would have it any thing ftrong, hcw
calamitous muft the Jives of thefe animals
be, who muft die, muft be maimed and
fuffer mifchief, as often as any of their
fellow-animals fuffer any of thefe things ?
Wherefore it is better for the whole gene-
rations of brute animals, that every one
love and regard itfelf, than that they be
all diftrated and tortured with ineffetual
thoughts concerning the welfare of others,
We fee therefore, O Pbilopolss, the wif
dom and benignity of Providence, that
has {o firmly engrafted this principle of
Jelflove, the root of undifturbed joy.and
of felf prefervation, in the amimal life.
From whence is alfo in animals that emi-
nent love of their young, and their kind-
nefs and tamenefs to them that feed then.
And for thofe paffions in animals that look
more grimly and infernally on’t, or at
leaft feem to have a more naufeous and
sbominable afpe&, as wrath, envy, pride,
Iuf, and the like, they are but the  bran-
ches or modifications of ¢his one primitive
tad fundamental paffion, felflove. For
what is wwrath, but felf-love edged and
frengthned for the fending off the affaults
of evil? What envy, but {elflove grieved
at the fenfe of its own want, difcovered
and aggravated by )tihc fulnefs of another’s

2

enjoy-
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enjoyment ? ‘What pride, but felflove
partly defiring to be the beft or to be ap
proved for the beft, and partly triumphing
and glorying that it is now become none
of the meaneft ? And, laftly, what is /f,
but {elflove feeking its own high delight
and fatisfaction in the ufe of venery?"
Thefe are the main mifhapen fpam
of that monftrous fiend ; that deeply couch-
ed dragon of hell, feflove ; which if we
eye more accurately, we fhall find as ne-
ceffary and ufeful in the aninal life as the
mother that bears them. For as for wrath,
and alfo craf?, (which I forgot to mention
before) it is plain they are as unblameable
in beafts as prudence and valour in men.
And for pride and gloriation, it is buta
natural fpur to quicken their animal powers,
or but the overflowing of that tickling fenfe
they have of thofe perfeCtions nature has
beftowed upon them; and fhews hov
mightily well-pleafed they are with them;
and what thankful witnefles they are
that goodnefs and wifdom that~ framed
them. And for Juf?, who dare blame itia
the brute creature, there being diftinétion
of fexes, finefs of organs, and fufficier
cy of {pirits prepared by the Divine Wif
dom in nature for it ? Befides that it is one

of the moft important alls, as well as 2¢
: com:
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companied with the greateft and moft enra-
vithing joy that the anfmal lite will afford.
A matter of that confequence, that. the ge-
nerations of Jiving : creatures would ceafe
to be without it; and the fun and moon-be
conftrained once again to fhine on an emp-
:g carth; and the thadows of the trees to

elter nothing but either the trees them-
felves, - or the neighbouwring herbs. and
flowers. That which looks moft like a fu-
ry of all this litter is envy; which as bad
asit is, yet methinks Ariffotle flanders it,
whiles he would make it fuch a paf-
fion as was not raifed from the fenfe of our
own want, but merely.out of the fenfe of
another’s good, without reference to our-
felves; which.for my part I look upon tq
be fuch s monfter as I fufpeét is fcarce to .
be found in the regions of helt..
Philop. That’s a marvellous-charitable
tonceit dfgvour’s, Cuphophrom.- . -
- Cuph. But that envy that is, O Philopo-
lis, is a genuine refult.of the-animal life;
- and more ufually in a-paflive metancho-.
lick fpirit, and 1s a grief arifing from the
fenfe of our want difcovered, as F faidy .
and fet off more flingingly to.us by the .
awre fluth and full reprefentations of ‘anoc -
thet’s-happinefs. But that there fhould be
any more wickednefs in-gricf thanin-joys
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or in painy than in; pleafure, isa thing m
underflanding casmot: resch ¢o. quﬁ'g:
repcmanmitfdf:mouhdr.boa fin, . onor
- Saphri: "Fis welk you pafs fo favourable
acenfure on:thofe more fowr paffions; Q
Cuphaphron; I thought you bad:becaiom
Ly for the frweet affecbions; - < vover
- Guph: 1t is in virtue of the fareet affva:
tions,. O- Sophron, thatI fpeak fo favoo
rably of the fomr. But to tell, you:tha
truth, I bad rather give them good words
at a diftanee, than to receive them intos
houfe, or entertain any morg tmﬂt’wd?
miliarity with them. To my peguliaz. tem-
pet they are but harth guefts. . .. ...
. Sopbr. 1 have but intormpted you, Co
phophron, T'pray yougoan.. ..~ .
. Cuph. Wherefore we.conchude: that 0o
branch of the amimal life is fmply,
poifonous ox diabolical, they being resl
the contrivanges of the good and wife God
in the frame of nature, ot elfe the.mecafi-
5y fequels of fuch contrivances. -And that
therefore thofe men, that ate fo fronglyenr
veagled in the pleafures and alluremants
of this lower life are rather lapfed into. that
which is Jefs good, then detained in that
which is abfolutely evil, Andiitis buta
perpetual gullery and miftake, while they
are fo hugely taken with:{o fmall matt;m;
v . they
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they hamg in.the. condision, as I may fo
fay, © ohildren rand- fools, of whom ¥t is
obferved that 2. fmall thing will pleafo
thdvis.:cthvo’ it be . doubt whether thefe
thingesdie 0 fmall and contemptible, if
thao be srucshat che divineft of philofophers
have afferted, that the whole world and the
parts thereof aze bue {o many {ymbols and
fucraments of the Deity; every thing be.
ifg cither ey, eidwior, ori'xr@' O¢,
forié thoré perfet inmage, or at leaft fome
PR fBadow, or footflep of the Divi-
nity, Upon which if our eyes be ftayed

6i:f'£ﬂ'é&iqns entangled},' as it is a re-

al teftimony: of our approvement of the ex-
cellency of the Archetype, fo are we in
fome meaner fort religious, we adoring
thys ‘atid dbting upon thefe congruous gra-
ons e receive from thefe particu-
Mtifhadows of that perfect good, until we
até'called up to an g\igher participation of
hit) ™' But that even thofe that {eem to ﬂy :
ﬂ"piﬁ'@bd {eeK after him in fome fort, 1§
ﬁiﬁlﬁtfy} neceffary, there being nathing -
HmfRlf; or what is from him, in the
world ! othefwife he could not be that
ablblutety-perfe good, whofe goodngf;
wifdors and power fills all things.” An f
thmk ' there is ‘no. perceptive being: in the
whole univer{o {o eftranged from its origi-
nal,
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mal, but it is either courting or enjoying
thefe or fome of thefe attributss: in- fome
rank and meafure or ether, they ever try-
ing and proving what they can do in: mst:
ters of either pleafure, wit, or dominion
And the fincere and undiftraSted fruition of
any one part of any. of thefe has fo mighti
ly taken up the minds of fome men in conr
plexion fitly framed for fuch delights, that
they have facrificed even théir lives, li
berties and fortunes, . to thefe flightes
glimpfes of the great Godhead, whom
they thus unwittingly and unikilfully feck
to adore, and fo becomie in a fort refigious
martyrs for a part, which they that x?akc
profeflion of their love and honour of the
entire Diety feldom are perfuaded to ur
dergo. o

‘ I\%ow fith it is fomething of God that the
minds of all fpirits (even of thofe that feem
fo be in atual rebellion againft him ) are
- fet after,it is a very hard thing to find out
how he fhauld lock upan him{elfas dife
fiteemed, whenas all the creatures are mad
. after fomething or other of his, moft ref:

gioufly ;i;:izing it even above their own
beings.
take to cleave to that which is of [efs worth
and moment, and therefore deferves laugh
ter and pity more than fury and revenge
. , Al "

-

or it is only their ridiculous mif -
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Not to add what a childifh and idiotick
eonceit it is, to-fancy God 1n the fimilic
tude: of fome aged tetrical perfon, imPati~
ent of and obnoxious to aéonts and injo-
ries ; when neither any can be really done
him, nor any is intended againft him; bt
men out of a debafing modefty or lazinefs
of fpirit take up with fmaller good things,
when they may be more welcome to grea-
ter.  Which folution as it may well fatif-
fy Hylobares - touching his query, Why
God almighty did not at the firft appear-
ance of fin ftraightway with fulphurious
thunderboles firike it %ad upon the fpot ;
fo it may be alfe an excellent antidote a
gainft the rage of the more grim and fevere
paflions, mitigate the harfhnefles of feveral
difgufts in human life, and generally fweer
ten the converfation of men one with ano-
ther,

XVIII. A folid anfwer to the foregoing apology, though

ufhered in with fomething a ludicrous preamble.

Hyl, Sweet Cuphophron and melliflu-
ous, young [Neffor in eloquence, that haft
conceived fuch raifed notions from the .
wafts of the evening-air and the chequered
moon-fhine, whofe tongue is thus bedew’d
with bewitching fpeech from the rofcid
lips and ne&arine kifles of thy filves-faced
Cynthia! But doft thou think thus to drown

‘ our
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our fenfe of folid reafon by the rapid
ftream or torrent of thy turgid eloquence?
- No, Cuphophron, no: one touch of right
reafon will fo prick the tumour of thy
brain thus blown up by the percribrated
influence of thy moift miftrefs, the moon,
that thefe notions that look now fo fair
and plump, thall appear as lank and fcran.
nel as a calf that glcks his dame through
an hurdle; and all thy pretences-to right
ratiocination fhall be difcovered as vain
and frivolous as the idleft dream of Endy-
mion. .
Sophr. In the name of God, what do
you mean, Hylobares, to anfwer fo phan-
tattically in fo ferious a caufe ?
Hyl. Did not he begin thus, O Sophron?
I only anfwer my phantaftick friend ac-
cording to his own phantaftry., Which yet
ou may obferve I have done vc&thob-
Zlingly, it being out of my road. yet
the fenfe is very ferious and in eamefl,
viz. that it is a kind of Junacy, not reafon,
that reigns thus turgidly in Cuphophron’s
coplous harangue; thatis, in brief,he {cems
in this rapture, be it from what influence
it will, to be wittsly and eloguently mad.
Sophr. Nay, if you mean no otherwife
than fo, ’tis well enough; but it beginning
to be late, it had been better exprefled in
~ : - fhaorter
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fhorter terms. And I pray you, Hyloba-
res, fince you think Cuphophron mad,
make him {ober by difcovering to him his
deliration,

Hyl. 1 hope I fhall very briefly difco-
ver it to the reft, but I know not how far
he may be in love with his own lunacy.
That there is no poifon nor harm in any-
of the animal fundtions or paffions, I eafi-
ly grant him, and it may be the leaft in
the fweeteft. For I was before convinced
by Philotheus that there is nothing fubftan-
tilly evil in the world. Bat it is immenf:
ly manife(t, that thofe things that are good
in-themfelves, yet by mifapplication or
difproportion may caufe that which is un-
fufferably naught. As in a mufical inftru-
ment whofe ftrings are good and the ftick
geod, yet if they be touch’d upon when
taey are out of tune, what more harfh and
itolerable? And fo may the exercife of
the animal functions or paffions, tho’ good
in themfelves, yet if they be either fet too
high, !t exercifed upon undue objedts or
In ugfisting  circumftances, become very
nuleoufly evil. To {pit i§ one of the ant-
mal-fun&ions, good and wfeful in itfelf]
and::to, {pit -into the mouth .of ‘a dog and
thp:him on, the back . for encouragement,
1 ot indecorous for the ‘man, and grafgel-

u
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ful alfo te the dog: but if any one had
gone about to {pit into Cuphophron’s mouth,
and clap him on the back:toencourage him
in that rapturous oration he made, he would
* have thought it an intolerable abfurd thing,
_and by no means to be fuffered.

Cuph. Why, fo far'as I fee, Hylobares,
that was needlefs; you making as if dame
Cynthia, alias Diana, had fpit into m
mouth already, and clapt me-on the'bacz
as one of her-hunting-dogs, and fo put me
into this loofe rhetorical career.

-Hyl. Something like it, Cuphophron,it
may be. But ndw youare out of this career,
how doyoutike this inftance of the exercile
of the anival fun&ions, that men and women
fhould ftale and dung (like mares and hor
{es in a ftable) in any room or comg‘;ll
they came into? It is fomething a cou
queftion, Cuphophron, but very fubfiii
tially to our purpofe.

. Cuph. That’s ftinkingly naught, Hyle
ares.

Hyl. But they then but exercife their#
nimal fun&ions. And were that quicket
fenfe revived in us whereby we difcem
moral good and evil; adultery, drunken
nefs, murther, fraud, extortion, perfidi
nefs, and the like, all thefe would have

infinitely a worfe fcent to our fouls, th;;
: t
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this which you fay is fo flinkingly evil
can have to our nofes. And yet in all thefe
things there is nothing but an undwue ufe of
the animal faculties. And forafmuch asorder
and proportion and the right congruity of
things are thofe things in the world which
are the moft smtelleffual and divine, the
confounding and oppofing of thefe muft be
the greateft op{oﬁtion and contradition
that can be made or devifed againft the
Divine Intellet or eternal Godhead. For
altho’ the faculties of the foul of man be
but gradually. differenced as to goodnefs,
that is to fay, that fome of them are better
than other fome, others only lefs good ¢
yet the incongruity and de]}:'roportiomte-
nefs of the ufe of them are diamesrically
oppefite to the congruity and proportionate-
nefs of their ufe, and have the greateft con-
trariety that can be betwixt good and evi/ ;
ad are really fuch, the one good, the o-
ther evil, not a lefs good only.

Sophr. Excellently well argued, Hylo-
bares/ gnd it was as feafonably intimated
atfirft, That there is a fenfe in a man, if
& were awakened, to which thefe moral
incongrusties are as harfh and difpleafing as
ay incongrueus objeét, be it never fo naur
feous, is to the outward fenfes. But a mere
tional or smaginary apprehenfion or cons

o Y ception
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ception of thefe moral congruities and ine
congruities does not reach that due antipa.
thy we ought to have againft fin and wic-
kednefs : whereby alfo we do more lively
underftand how contrary and repugnant
they are to the will of God. But befides
- this fallacy in general, Hylobares, there
were feveral particular paffages, in my
mind, very rafh and unfound; but efpeci-
ally that, which makes our inordinate ad:
hefion to fome parts of the creation a reli-
gious worfhip or fervice of God.

Bath. There may be fome fhew of wit
in fuch like conceits and expreflions; but
undoubtedly, O Sophron, fuch exorbitant
adhefions to the creature is fo far from be-
_ ing the due wor/bip of God,that it is down-
right idolatry. For neither the whole crea-
ture nor part is God himfelf. And there-
fore to love them more highly and affeét
them more devoutly than the pure God-
head, that is to fay, to love them mof? of
all, is to do that honour to them which is
" only due to God. Which is to play the I
dolater. S

Sophr. That is very true, Bathynous,
and the fame that the apoftle glances at,
when he calls covetoufnefls Idolatry, -

- Bath. That alfo, O Sophron, is very
perverily and unplatonically done of Cu-

‘ phophron,
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phophron,that,whereas the Flatonifls from
that notion of things having fome - fimili-
tude or at leaft fome fhadow of the Divi- -
nity in them, would draw men off from the
doting on thefe meaner obje&ls, that they
might approach nearer the pure and effen-
tial fountain of thefe more minute delights,
and enjoy them there more fully and bea-
tifically; he by a ftrange, rapturous rheto-
rick and perverted ratiocination, would
charm them in the prefent enjoyment of
thefe fmaller perfeltions, and fix them
down to that, which ought only to be a
footftool to ftand upon to reach bigher.

bilop. Gentlemen, altho’ the wit and
eloquence of Cuphophron’s harangue is in-
deed notable, and your oppofing fo dili-
gently the ill confequences of his enthufi-
aftick rhetorick very commendable: yetI
muft crave leave to profefs, that I take
his fophiftry to be fo confpicuous, that I
think it not needful for any-body more o-
perofely to confute it. I believe it was
only 2 fudden rapture, a blaft that came
with this evening-air, and will be blown
aver agzin with the morning-wind,and this
influence of the. moon dried quite up by
the greater heat and warmth of the next
meridian {un, .
Cuph. Indeed, PYl}ilopolis, it was a ve-
2

Ty

-
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ry fweet waft, and fmelt ‘wonderfdl odo-
riferoufly ‘of the eglantines and honey-
fuckles. But if it be not fo fatutiferous, I
wholly fubmit it to your feverer judg-

ments. -
XIX, Amrefobermgmry:mothat , How the
rmiffion of fin in the world ean wnh the

the
ﬁo«ﬁfﬁﬁ of God. -
In the mean time I am quite at «

lofs for fatisfaltion touching the weightieft
difficulty I have yet propounded, viz. How
it can be confiftent with the nature of Ged,
who is goodnefs itfelf, to permit fin in the
world, if it be fo real an evil, and not on-
ly a Ief.'c Lood, as Cuphopbrons infp ed
mufe, like a bird of Athens, has fo
ly fung to us this meon-fhine nighe.
Plnl you Hylobares, make
your a drcfs to P!nlotheus you know
how fuccefii‘hfh he has &cen hitherto,
Philoth. at weu mind,
Hylobares, I could induige toy;:)nu fo far
as to give you lesve to think thet, alkhe’
fin be in itfelf abfolutely evil, (as bcmgan
inCORgTHILY OF di ﬁwparmnek't enly be-
twixt #hings, mot the. things themfelves,
for all things are good in their degree)yet
the motions, ends or objeds of finful all-
ons are at leaft fome leffer good : which I
- charitably conceive may be all that Ce-

yhophron aimed st in that enthufiaftick
“hurricane
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hatricane le: wos carricd away: with, aod
sit that lre will-fland te upon mone delibe-
rate thooghes withh Bimfelf. ~ - . . -

* Cuph. Yes, Lbelieve it wilt be:this
bom comionow moming, sfier I heve flept
%n’t. " And I return: yowmany thanke,
ilotheus, for your candid intcrpretation.
Philoeh. But methinks the queftion is in
amanner as nice, Why God fhould faffer.
aty creasure to chufe the /efs geod:.fer the
sater, a8 permit him to fin. For this
cems not according to the exaétnefs of
pecfeStly-besign Providence.. :
" Myl You fay right, Philotheus; and’
therefore if you could but clear that point,
I believe it will gofar for the elearingall.
Phstoth. Why, this fcruple, Hylobares, .
coacerning the fouds of men, is much-what -
the fanae (ifnot fomed:io%taﬁcr) with that s
; ing the badies of bc::}ucm? :tig
#afts. For the Omaipotency of God could .
kcc‘f;&m from-difeafes az:d- deathy ftfelf,
if need were, Why therefore are they fub-
je& 1o difeales, but that the wildomt of
mthemm of dleit.bpdigsi will
according: 10 the capacity of cos- -
ﬂzﬂﬁ“; and that. he. .tﬂte.’ndQ thc_:.:
werld fhould b an automaton, a felf-mov- -
ing machina ox engine;, that he will not -
gerpetually tamper Yw‘ith by his abfolute..
: 3

power .
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power, but leave things to run on accord-
ing té that courfe :which he has put in na-
ture? For it is..alfo the’ perfettion. ‘of his
-work :to._be in fome fort like its anificer,
independent; which is a greater fpecimet
of his wifdom. - - - : S
" XX. The firlt attempt of fatisfying the difficulty, from
: th;: foical Pofition of the invincible frcedom of mau's

wdlll - s e
" "Hyl. But you fhould alfo fhew that his
‘goodnefs was not excluded the confultation,
‘O Philotheus.” - - S
Philoth, No more is it, fo far as there
is a capacity ofits-coming in, for any thing
'that human reafon can affure. itfelf to thé
contrary. For let me firft puzzle you, Hy-
Jobares, with that pofition of the Stoicks,
"That the mind of marr is as free as Jupitet
himfelf, as they rant it in their language;
and that he cannot compel our will to any
thing, but whatever we take to muft be
from our own free principle, nothing be:
ing able to deal with us without ourfelves:
As a'man that is fallen into a deep ditch,
if he will not fo much as give his fellow -
his hand, he cannot pull him out, Nor may
this feem more incongruous or inconfiftent
with the omnipotency of God, than that
- he cannot make a fquare whofc diagonial
. P

1
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iscommen{ysate to the fide, or a finite bo-
- dy that has no figure at all. For thefe are
either the very eflepce or the effential con-
fequences..of the things fpoken of, and it
implics a contradition they fhould exift
~without them.. So we will for difpute fake
affirm, that liberty of will is an effential
property; of the foul of man, and can no
morg be taken from her, than the proper
affeftions of a geometrical figure from the
figure; unlefs the once determine, or in-
tangle herfelf in' fate, which fhe cannot
do but of herfelf, or elfe fix herfelf above

Jate, and fully incorporate with the fimple
good. For, to fpeak Pythagorically, the
pirits of men and of all the fallen angels
are as an Jfofceles betwixt the I_/'gpleuron
ad Scalenzm, not fo ordinate a figure as
the one, nor fo inordinate as the other ; fo
thefe {pirits of men and angels are a middle
berwixt. the more pure and intelle€tual
fpirits uncapable ofP falling from, and the
fouls of beafts uncapable of rifing to the
patticipation of divine happinefs. Where-
fore if you take away this vertible princi-
ple in man, you would make him there-
Withal of another fpecies, either a perfei?

k%, or a pure intellelt.

- Hyl.'T'his opinion of the Stoicks is worth
our farther confidering of. But in the mean
time
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time why might nof man heve béen made
‘apure ime¢Hligence ar feft? :

" Philoeh, Why fhould he fo; bares,
fitk the creation of this middle order:makes
the numbers of the pure mrelicGtual orders
never the fewer? Not ro add, that yont

demand iy as abfard ag if you fhould ok

why ‘ﬂ{eﬁnutm::esfwaﬂow, ¢
very {wallow an-eagle, cvery esghe
an ancl, beeaufe ar angel is better shast
any of the org:rﬁ cr}xmro}s tili named. There
1s a gradual defeenfion of the: divime fecun
lﬁtfgt:l the creation of the world, ~
Fyl. This is notabfe, Philotheus, ad
mexpefted. Burwere it not better that

God Almighty fhoukd amthifate the indi
viduals of this middle-versible order, as you

- caltit, fofoon as they Fapfe into fin, the

fet fuch an ugly deformity emerge oy the
creation ¢ R S
- Phitorh. This is a weighty queftion,
Rytobares; but yet fuch 'as, } hope, we

both may cafe-ourfelves of, if we confider
how unbecoming it would' be te the wil-
dom of God to befo aver-fhot irt the contri-
vance of the creation, as that he muft be

ever and anon enforced to annihilate fome
part of it, as being at & FofS what elfe 0

do, amd t:he}fﬁioulﬁ‘ al hapfe, to.anni-
' Hi

fatzte threm

L
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Hyl. Why ? ‘he might creste new in &
moment, Philotheus.

Phiwh. But however thefe would be
very violent and hatth, tho’ but fhort,
;baﬁw’: in the ﬁandingf:rcati;in o:b(‘;od.

sppeal to own fenfe,
would that lo{;mhndfomely ? ylobares

Hyl. T know not what to think of it,
Befides, if that were true thar-fome phite

contend for, that all the whole cre
ttion, as well panicular fouls and fpirits se
the matter and univerfa} fpirit of the world,
be from God by neceflary emanation, this
middle vertsble order can never be turned
outof being. Buat that the fabiliry of God’s
ssture and a&tions fhould not be according
to the moft exquifite wifdom and geodnefs,
would be to me the greatcft paradox of all,

Philoth, Why, who knows but that it
better for them to exift, tho® in this lapfed
fite, and berter alfo for the univerfe, that
fothey may be left to toy snd revel in the
figheft and obfcureft fhadows of the Di.
¥me fulnefs, than to be foddenly amihi-
leted sheir firft laple or tran{greflion?
For t:ﬁn taken wp with & lefs good isbetd
ter than tn he exiled out of being, and to
cnjoy n¢
By, tter for them is plain
weording to the opimion of all Metaphyf

: ¢1ans
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cians: but how is it better for the univerfe,
Philotheus ?
Pbhiloth. How do you know but that it

. is as good for the univerfe, computing all
relpeéls, if it be not better? And that is
fufficient. For man is betwixt the intel-
le€tual orders and the beafts, as a Zoophy-
fon betwixt the beafts and -the plants. I
demand therefore, if the Zoophyta fome of
them fhould degenerate into mere plants,
while others emerge into the condition of
“animals, and fo they fhould ever and anon
be afcending and cg:fcending, what great
hurt-were done: what contradition to the
Divine goodnefs would there be in this ?
- Hyl. I confefs; Philotheus, I fee no great
hurt in that, '

. Philoth. Man therefore being of fucha
mixt nature, and of {o invincible a freenefs,
that he may either affociate- himfelf -with
angels, or fort himfelf with apes and ba-
boons or {atyrs of the wood, what more
hurt is there, he fo doing, than that there
are apes and’ baboons already? and who
can tell jult how many thete ought to be
of any of thofe orders ; or why there muft
be jult fo many orders of apes or fatyrs,
and no more?

. Hyl. I muft confefs it were a rath chasge
sgainit Providence: on this account, 1:::3
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hard to prove but that it is indifferent, as
touching individuals of this or that order,
to have fome thoufands more or fome thou-
fands lefs, it may be myriads, and yet the
good of the univerfe much-what alike con~
cened in either number, And there is the
fame reafon proportionally touching the
number of the orders themfelves. Such
variations as thefe, ’tis likely, may not
bear fo great firefs with them, as to force
God to betake himfelf to that extremeft of

temedies, annsihslation.
XXI. The fecond attempt, from the confideration of fome
high abufes of a vincible freedom, as alfo from the na-
ture of this freedom itfelf.

Philoth. But now in the fecond place,’
Hylobares, fuppofing mankind of a vinci-
ble freenefs or liberty of will ; what, would
you have God adminifter fome fuch pow-.
etful philtrum to all of them, that he might
even force their affeions towards thofe
more precious emanations of himfelf which
are properly called divine ? : :

Hyl, Yes, Philotheus, I would,

Fhileth, But-I much queftion how this:
Will always confitt with the Divine Ju-

ice. For I think it as incongruous that,
the Divine goodnefs fhould always aét ac-
Cording to the fimplicity of its own nature;
% 1t is unnatural for the beams of the fun
Wbe reverberated to our-eyes from (cvei.
: 1a
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* ral bodies varioufly. furfaced in the fame
form of light, and not to put on the face
of divers colours, fuch as yellow, grecn,
red, parple, and the like. For as theva.
rious {uperficies of bodies naturally caufes
fuch a diverfification of pure light, and
changes it into the form of this or that co
lour; fo the variety of objeéts the Divine
goodnefs looks upon does rightfully re
ire & certain modification and figuration
. of herfelf into fundry forms and flapes,(1s
I may fo call them) of vengeance, of fe.
verity, of juftice, of mercy, and the like.
'This therefore is the thing I contend for,
that free agents, fuch as men and angels,
may fo behave themfclves in the fight of
God, that they will become fuch objels
of his goodnefs, that it cannot be duly ad
rightfully expeéted that it fhould aftsc
cording to its pure and proper benign form,
dealing gently and kindly with all the ten-
dernefs that may be with the party’ it a3
upon; but it muft flep forth in fome of
thofe more fierce and grim forms, (I fpesk
after the manner of men){uch as vemgeasc
and juftice. And I will now puta cafle ve
ry accommodately to our own facultics
Suppofc fome virtuous and beawtiful v
gin, royally defcended and princely #
tired, who, venturing too far into thneaf;-
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litary fields or woods, fhould be light up-
on by fome rude wretch, who, firft having
fatisfied his luftful defires upon her by a
beattly rape, fhould afterwards nioft bar-
baroufly and defpightfully ufe her, haling
her up and down by the hair of the head,
foiling her facred body by drs;ﬁging her
thro’ miry ditches and dirty plafhes of wa-
ter, and tearing her tender {kin upon bri-
ars and brambles, whiles in the mean time
fome knight-errant or man of honour and
virtue (but of as much benignity of fpirit
38 God can communicate to human nature
without hypoftatical union) is pafling by
that way, and difcerneth with his aftonifh-
ed eyes this abhorred fpectacle: I now ap-
geal to your own fenfe and reafon, Hylo-
ares, whether it be enough for that heros
to refcue this diftreffed virgin from the a-
minable injury of this villain, and to fe-
Cute her from any farther harm ; or whe-
ther there ought not to be added alfo fome -
exquifite torture and fhameful punithment
worthy fo hainous a fa&t, and proportio-
table to the juft indignation any noble fpi-
Tt would conceive againft fo viilainous a
trime, tho® neither the wronged perfon nor

Punithed party were at all bettered by it.
Hyl. For my part, Philotheus, I fhould
bein fo high a rage againft the villain, if
_Z I were
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1 were on 'the fpot, that T fhould fcarce
have the difcretion how to deliberate to
punifh him fo exquifitely as he deferved;
but in my prefent futy thould hew him a-
pieces as {mall as hetbs to the pot. T fhould
‘cut him ‘all into mammocks, Philotheus,

Phileth. Wherefore, Hylobares, you can-
not but confefs that goodnefs itfelf in fome
circumftances may very juftly and becom.
ingly be fharpened into revenge: which
muft be ftill the lefs incongruous, in that
the revenge is in the behalf of smjured
goodnefs, tho’ fhe get nothing thereby but
that fhe is revenged.

Euift. To'this cafe that notion of pu-

#ifhment appertains which the Greekscall
Tipwpla, as Gellius + obferves; whichno-

thing concerns the reformation or amend:
ment of the punifhed, but only the honour
of the injured or offended. -

Philoth. Right Euiftor, But in the mean
time it is manifeft from hence, as I was
making inference to Hylobares, that the
Divine Goodnefs may ftep forth idto ar
ger and revenge, and yet the principle of
fuch aétions may be the very Goodnefs it
fclf. Which therefore we contend is flill
(notwithftanding that evil which may feem
to be in the world) the meafure of all

' God’s
1 Nod&. Att. L. 6. c. 14.
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God’s works of providence, even when
fin is punifbed with fin,and men are fuffer-
ed to degengrate into Baboons and beafts.

Hyl. T grant to you, Philotheus, thata
man may behave himfelf {o, asthat all that
you affirm may be true, and that even the
higheft fzverity may have no other foun-
tain than goodnefs. B}:zt where goodnefs is
omnipotent, as it is in God, how can it
confift therewith not to prevent all occafions
of feverity and revenge, by keeping his
‘creature within the bounds of his own laws,
-and by communicating to all men and an-
gels fi,ch an irrefiftible meafure of grace,
that they could never have poflibly been
diltbedient to him ? '

Philoth. 'To this, Hylobares, I anfwer,
That Ged having made a free creature,
(and it is impoffible to prove he did amifs
in making ir) Omnipotency itfelf (if I may
fpeak it with revercnce{ is not able to

ep off certain unavoidable refpeéts or
congruities it bears to the divine attributes:
Asitis a thing utterly unimaginable that
even the eternal Intelleét of God fhould
be able to produce a finite number that did
not bear a certain proportion to fome other
finite number firft given. This free crea-
ture therefore now made, necefferily faces
the feveral attributes of God with fundry

Z 2 refpeéts.
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refpets, And this native freedom in it
challenges of his Wifdom, that fhe fhew
her beft fkill in dealing with a creature
that is free with as little violence done to
its nature as may be. Which we fee the
Wifdom of God has praétifed upon miat-
ter, as I noted a while ago. And yet the
‘defacement of rightly-organized matter is
as real an entrenchment upon or oppofiti
on’ of what is intelleCtual or divine, (I
mean the divine Jdea’s themfelves).as
vice or immorality, As the divine Wi
dom therefore forcés not the terreftrial mat-
_ter beyond the bounds of its own natural
capacity, to fend all animals bodies from
difeafes and death ; no more fhould. the
divine Goodnefs univerfally in all free
creatures frrefiftibly prevent the ufe of theit
own nature. And therefore being free, they
- ought, according to the congruity of their
condition, be put to the trial what they
will do. And if the mifcarriage be upon
very ftrong temptations that did even ab

~ moft overpower the ftrength of the free

creature, this ftate of the cafc is a meet ob-
ject of the Mercy of God. But if it have
firength enough, and has been often and
earncftly invited to keep clofe to andto
purfue aftcr thofe things that are beft, and

yet perpetually flights them and ihugks
- - them
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them off, the party thus offending is a
congruous obje€t of the divine flight and
Jeorn; and it s but juft that fuch an one be.
left to follow ‘his own {windge, and to find
fuch a fate as attends fuch wild coutfes.
For it feems a kind of difparagement, to
pinvirtue and divine graceuponthefleeves
of them that are unwilling to receive it, It
would be as unfeemly as the forcing of a
rich, beautiful and virtuous bride upon
fome poor flouching clown, whether he

- would or no, :

Hyl. But God may make them willing.
Philoth, 'That is, Hylobares, you may
give the clown. a philtrum or love-potion.
But is not this ftill a great difparagement to
the Bride ?  Wherefore for the general it
is fit, that God fhould deal with free crea-
tures according to the freedom of their na-
ture: but yet, rather than all fhould go to

ruin, T do not fec any incongruity but that
God may as it were lay violent hands.up-
onfome, and pull them out of the fire, and -
make them potent, tho’ not irrefiftible, if-
firuments of pulling others out alfo. This
Is that ele&ion of God for whonr it was
impoffible to fall, as it is alfo morally im-
poflible for. others that have arrived to a
due pitch of the divine life. But for thofe
that fill voluntarily perfitt to run on ina
C Z3 rebel-
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sebellious way-againft God and the light
that is {et before them, and at laft grow
fo crufted in their wickednefs, that they
turn profeffled-enemies of God and good-
nefs, {coff at Divine Providence, riot and
lord it in the world, with the contempt of
~ religion and the abufe and perfecution of
them that profefs it; that out of the flub-
born blindnefs of their own hearts, being
given up to covetoulnefs, pride and fenfu-
ality, vex and aflli€t the confcientious with -
abominable tyranny and cruelty; I think
#t is plain that the[Z are a very fuitable ob-
Je&t for divine fury and vengeance, that
fharp and fevere modification of the divine
goodnefs, to att upen,

Hyl, Truly this is vet;y handfom, Phi-
lotheus, and pertinent, if not cogent.

XXII. The third and laft, from the queftionablenefs
whether in compute of the whole there does not as
much good redound to the univerfe by God’s permif-
fion of fin, as there would by his forcibly keeping it out,

Philoth. But lattly, Hylobares, tho’ we
fhould admit that the whole defign of di
vine Providence is nothing elfe but the
mere disburthening of his overflowing
goodnefs upon the whole creation, and |
that he does not fland upon the terms of
juftice and: congruity, or any fuch punét
lio’s, (as fome may be ready here to call
them) but makes his pwre goodnefs the

' ' meafure
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meafure of his dealing with both men and
angels; yetI{aythat it does not at all con-
tradi®t, but that God may permit fin in
the world, he having the privilege of
bringing light out of darknefs, and the na-
ture of things being fuch,- that the leffen-
ingof happinefs in one is the advancement
of it in another : as it is in the motion of bo-
dies, what agitation one lofes, is transfer-
red upon another; or like the beams of the
fun, that retunded from this body are re-
ceived by another, and nothing is loft. So
that in grofs the goodnefs of God may be

% fully derived upon the creation, tho® -

not fo equally diftributed to particular crea-
tures,upon his permitting fin in the world,
sif he did fgrcibly, and againft the na-
ture of free creatures, perpetually keep it
out, This is that therefore that I would
fay, that the vices of the wicked intend
and exercife the virtues of the juft.

What would become of that noble indig-
nation of mind that holy men conceive a-
gainft wicked and blafphemous people, if
there were neither wickednefs nor blaf-
phemy in the world? What would become
of thofe enravifhing virtues of humility,
mecknefs, patience and forbearance, if
there were no injuries amongft men? What
had the godly whereupon to employ their

wit
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wit and abilities, if they had no enemies
to grapple with? How would their faith
be tried, if all things here below had been
carried on in peace and righteoufpefs and
in the fear of God? How would their
‘charity and fedulity be difcovered in en-
deavouring to gain men to the true know-
ledge of God, if they were always found
fo to their hands? ‘Ferreftrial goodnefs
would even grow fluggith and lethargical,
if it were not fharpened and quickened by
the antiperiftafis of the general malignity
of the world.
~ 'There are no generous {pirits but would
even defire to encounter with dangers and
difficulties, to teftify their love to the par-
ties they are much endeared to; and it is
an exceeding great acceflion to their en-
joyments, that they have fuffered fo much
for them., But.if the world were not ge-
nerally wicked for a time, no foul of man
could meet with any fuch adventure, and
the hiftory of ages would be but a flat flo
ry.- Day itfelf upon this earth would be
tirefome, if it were always day, and we
fhould lofe thofe chearful falutes of the e-
merging light, the cool breathings and the
pleafing afpefts of the rofie morning. The
joys and folemnities of victories and tri-
umphs could never be, if there were no
. enemics
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ehemies to conflict with, to conquer and
triumph over. And the ftupendious under-
takings of the Saviour of mankind, and
the admirable windings of Providence in
her dramatick plot which has been aéting
on this ftage of the earth from the begin-
ning of the world, had been all of them
fopped and prevented, if the fouls of men
had not been lapfed into fia, And the{wee-
teft and moft enravithing mufical touches
upon the melancholized paffions (fo far as’
Tknow) of both men and angels had ne-
ver founded in the confort of the univerfe,
ifthe orders of free agents had never play-
ed out of tune. - )

Nathing therefore of the Divine good-
nefs.feems to’be loft, whenas the’ very cor-
ruption of it, as in a grain of corn caft in-
to the ground, makes for its encreafe ; and
what of it i§ rejeéted by fome, is by the
Wifdom of God fo unavoidably conveyed
upon others. But that it is beft that all
thould partake ‘alike of the overflowings -
of God, will, I think , be no lefs difficult
to prove, than that all fubordination of - -
flates and conditions in the world fhould
be taken away, and that God fhould not
have created any of the more vile and con-
temptible kind of creatures, fuch as he
worm, the flie, the frog, and the moufe.

“Where-
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Whetefore it being fo difputable a point,
whether it be not in itfelf as good that
there fhould be thofe that are rightly cal-
led evil and wicked in the world, as that
there fhould be fuch and fuch viler or
more mifchicvous creatures on the face of
the earth, it is an unexcufable piece of
rafhnefs to conclude, that the permiflion
of fin is any fuch argument againft the
goodnefs of that Previdence that guideth
all things. For why fhould the gexerally
force or certainly d};termine the faculties
of men that ate naturally free, and fo per-
petually keep them off from aéting of fin,
whenas fin itfelf is fo pompoudly led eap-
tive by the powgr of righteoufnefs, and by
the admirible Wifdom of God ferves for
the equal advancement of his intended
Goodnefs ?

Hyl. Your reafon, or your zealous elo-
quence, or both of them jointly, firike fo
ftrongly upon my mind, O Philotheus, that
~ Iam, whether I will or no, conftrained

to look upon it as a defperate doubt or dif
ficulty, and fuch as I never hope to be re-
folved of, Whether, confidering the com-
prehenfion of all, God’s permiffion of fin
be more becoming his Goodnefs, or his
perpetual forcible hindering thereof. Asd
therefore the' Goodnefs' of divine Pro-
, vidence
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vidence ‘being fo confpicuous in other
things, I think I ought not to call it into
queftion from matters that be fo obfcure,
but to furmize the beft.

Sophr. Excellently well infer’d, Hy-
lobares. , '

Hyl. But there are yet two fcruples be-
hind touching the circumftances of this
permiffion that fomething gaul my mind,
which if Philotheus pleafe to free me of, I
fhall fleep the quieter this night. -
Phijoth. What are thofe {cruples, Hy-

lobares ?

XXIII. How confiftent it is with the goodnefs of Provi-
dence, that’ God does not fuddenly make men holy fo
" foon as they haveap hearty mind to ft.

~ Hyl. The one is, Why, tho’ it may not
prove worth the while for divine Omnipo-
tency to prevent all fin in'the world by ab-
{olutely determining the human faculties
to the beft objedts, that yet, when thefe
faculties of men are determined to the beft
objels, there fhould not appear a more
palpable affiftance of the Deity to make
the “ways of religion and godlinefs more -
eafie and paffable to poor toiling mortals,
who are fo pitifully tired and wearied out
In their pious profecutions, that they often
forfeit not-only the health of their godies,
but eventhe foundnels of their minds, and
are given oyer either to miferable mope?-

‘. nefs



. age Of.the Providence of Gébp,
nefs or diftraétion. 'The other in briefis,
the external adverfity of the juft, and pro-
{perity of the wicked. For in this God
‘does not feem to affift the converted wills
.of men fo favourably as he may. e
. Philoth, That itis an hard thing for;us
mortals, whofe abode is in houfes of ¢lay,
to atrive to any due pitch of purity and
goodnefs, experience does fo frequentf
witnefs, that it cannot be denied. But
that this is no real blemifh to_the benigni:
ty of Providence, ifa man look more nar.
- rowly into the nature of the thing; he.
‘may eafily fatisfy himfelf from manifold
reafons. For, firft, if we had any mode-
fty inus, we may very well fufpeét that |
_.the pain and torture we undergo in the |
procefs of our regeneration, is but a juft
punifhment of our former fins, in which |
they that ftay the longeft come out with
the greateft {forrow and difficulty. 2, Be |
fides, In other things we hold it not inde-
corous, that matters of greateft price thould ‘
be purchafed with anfwerable pains. For -

what has God given us feveral faculties

for, but to employ them: to the Improve-

ment. of our own good ? 3. Again,

this means of God’s aéting according to

- our nature, not by his abfolute power in

fome mighty and over-bearing miraculous
. wiy,
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way, the acquifition of the holy life be-
comes a myfte?, and men to the great
gratification of one another record the
method, and, as I may fo fay, the artifi-
cial procefs thereof. A thing of greater
moment than the finding out the moft fo-
vereign elixir or the philofopher’s ftone,
4. The tirefomenefs of the fight makes
the vitory more pleafant and {enfible, and
:lhe continuance of the quarrel ﬁ;cs more

upon our {pirits an antipathy againft
ﬁ:?l a}t,:dlzhe 'hatdgcfs we ﬁudP in zvigdin
ourfelves out of the bondage of wickei
nefs, will more firongly eftablith usin the -
kingdom of virtue. §. Itis a meet trial
of our faith and fincerity, and entire af-
fetion to God. For when we perceive
ourfelves hold on notwithftanding alt thefe
combats and incumbrances, we are affured
inourfelves that we arein good earneft,
and that we fhall at laft obtain, if we faint
not. 6, And that therefore we ought ra-
ther to examine our own fincerity, than
acufe Providence. For if our love to
gooduefs be fincere, and not lazy and fan-
taftical, it will hold out with patience;
Which virtue is exercifed and increafed
by thefe prefent trials. 7. We are alfo
1 examine our faith and opinion concern-
g God’s will and power, whether we

Aa ] think
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‘think him as well willing as able to-
-all thofe that fincerely feek sfter hm, ]
4which i¢ ‘effentially <o Fﬂious to the Di-
vine mature and goodnefs ; and whethét
‘we believe that through his power we i
may be enabled to get the conqueft over } i
‘all the cnormities of the animal fife. A ;
if we think God is not fo good to his cred |
ture, let us confider whether . we could
ferve the craature o, if we were in God’s -
ftead. If we could, it is‘'the wickedsrefs
‘of our own nature that has thus- mfc&cd{
‘the notion of God in us, ahd fo our owh | b
evil fpirit is our fury and devil that at'faft
may chance to drivé us into madnels, - If |
‘we _could not deal thus ourfelves, how
foolith a thing is it not™ prefently to col -
1e&, that we cannot be more benign than
'God, and that thercfore the faul isinh
'ourfclves that we are no betfer? -Moteo
“ver we are to confider, that clearnefs and
ferenity of mind is not to be had twithot |
‘the forlzking all manner of fin; and'that |
‘we hope otherwife, it fs an mdfcatwn‘of
“our own hypocrify, that we woutd holda
league with both light and darkrefs at
once. And therefore we'{ee as ‘touching
‘religious diftraltion, ‘that we ourfelves
‘may be the caufes of it, and that it is but
‘the juft refule of our own infincerity. %ﬂf
or
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for down.right madnefs proceeding from
melancholy, itis a naturafdifeafe, and re-
{peéts the phyfician rather than either the
philofopher or divine. 8, and laftly, The
great defertions, dark privations, defpe-
rate temptations, enfeeblements of mind
and body, or whatever other inconveni-
ences, as they feem to be, occur in this.
procefls towards the due pitch of regene-
nation and newnefs of life, they very ef
fe&uglly and paturally make for that moft
precious and trueft piece of piety, I mean
humjlity 5 whereby the foul is {o affeted,
that fhe very: feclingly and fenfibly ac-
knowledges that 3ll the good fhe does or
knows is wholly from" God her Maker, .
and that fhe is.nothing of herfelf. Where-
fore fhe is juft to God, in attributing all ta
him; and mild and meek-hearted towards
mep, even tothofe that are yet out of the
way, baing confcious to herfelf, that the
erdering of her ways is not from herfelf]
but that God is her flrength and the light
of her paths. Wherefore there being fuch
genuine advantages in this flow procefs of
them that move towards what is truly
good, and that congruity to our faculties,
and to the pature of the things we feck af-
ter, it feems to me as unreafonable that
God fhould gfc his abfolute omnipotency
Aaaz. w’
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in making men good in a moment, fo foon
as they have a mind to be fo, as to expe&
he thould make the flowers fuddenly flart
out of the earth in winter, or load the trees
with autumnat fruit in fpring. -

XXIV. The parable of the Eremite and the Angel,

- Eutf?, There’s nothing can ftand againft
. the power of Philotheus his reafonings,

~This firt was by far ‘the more difficult
probleme of the two, and how eafily has
hefolved it? The other, which is the

more ordinary, never feemed to me to |

have the leaft force in it, fince I met with
the fory of the Eremste and the ngel.

I’bilogb. I pray you what flory is that,

( Euiftor?

Euift. T hope, Philopolis, you would

not have me to interrupt Philotheus, by
reciting of it, .

Philoth. By all means let’s hear it, Ev .

iftor. I fhall not proceed quietly til -you

have told it. It will at leaft give mefome

. refpite, who have fpoken fo much already,
and it is likely may fave me the labour
proceeding any farther on that {ubjeét.

Euift. 1 will not tell it, O Philotheus,

but upon condition that you will after
wards proceed as copioufly s if I had faid

nothing, . S
~ Philap. 1 will undertake -he fhall, Est
ftor, Euift.

A
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Euift. The flory then in brief is th's:.

That a certain Eremste having conceived
great jealoufies touching the due admini.
fration of Divine Providence in external
. eccurrences in the world, in this anxiety
of mind was refolved to leave his cell, and
travel abroad, to fee with his own eyes
how things went abroad in.the wosld. He
had not gone half a day’s journey, but a
young man overtook him and joyn'd com-
Earny with him, and infinuated himfelf fo:
into-the Eremite’s afleftion, that he.
thought himfelf very bappy in that he had’
got (% agreeable a companion.. Wherefore
refolving to. take their fortunes together,,
they always lodged in the fame %;oufc..
Some few days travels had overpaft be-
fore the Eremite took notice of any thing,
remarkable. But at laft he obferved that
his Fellow-traveller, with whom he had
contracted fo.intimate a friendfhip,. in an:
houfe where they were extraordinary well
treated flole. away a gilt cup from the
Gentleman of “the houfe, aud carried ic
away with him. . The Eremite was very
much aftonifhed with what he faw done
by fo fair and agreeable a perfon as he
conceived him to be, but thought not yet:
'fit to fpeak to him orfeem to take notice
- ofit. " And therefore they travel fairly on.

Aaj toge-
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together as aforetimes, till night forced
them to feek lodging. Butthey lightup--
on fuch an houfe as had a very unhofpi-
table owner, who fhut them out into the
outward court, and expofed them all night
to the injury of the open weather, which
chanced then to be very ramy. But the
Eremite’s  fellow-traveller unexpeétedly
compenfated his ‘hof’s ill entertainmesnt
with no meaner a reward then the gilt cop
he had carried away from the former
place, thrufting it in at the window when
they departed. This the Eremite thought
was very pretty, and that it was not c>
vetoufnefs, but humour, that made him
take it away from its firft owner, The
next night, where they lodged, they were
treated agam with a deal of kindnefs and
civility: but the Eremite obferved with
- horrour that his feflow-traveller for an
b requital ftrangled privately a2 young
child of their fo courteous hoft in the
cradle. This perplext the mind of the
poor Eremite very much; but in fadnefs:
and patience forbearing to f{peak, he tra-
velled another "day’s journey with the
Young man, and at evening took up in 2
place where they were more made of than
any-where hitherto. And becaufe the way
they were to travel the next morning was
: . not

~ -
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not o eafie to find, the mafter of the houfe
commanded one of the fervants to go part
of the way to dire&t them; whom, while
they were pafling over a ftone-bridge, the
Eremite’s fellow-traveller caught fuddenl
berwixt the legs and pitched him heag:
long from off the bridge into the river,and
drowned him, Here the Eremite could
have no longer patience, but flew bitterly
upon his fellow-traveller for thefe barba.
rous aétions, and renounced all friendfhip
with him, and would travel with him no
lenger nor keep him company. Whereup-
on the young man {miling at the honeft
zeal of the Eremite, and putting off his
mortal difguife, appeared as he was, in
the form and laftre of an angel of God,and
told him that he was fent to ¢afe his mind
of the gréat anxiety it was incumbered
with touching the Divine Providence. In
which, faid he, nothing can occur more
perplexing and paradoxical than what you
have been offended at fince we two tra-
«velled together. But yet I will demon.
firate to you, faid he, that all that I have

~ done is very jult and right. For as for
that firft man from whom ] took the gild-
ed cup, it was a real compenfation indeed’
of his hofpitality ; that cup being fo for-
cible an occafion of the good man's dift
C temper-
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tempering himfelf, and of hazarding his
health and life, which would be a great
lofs. to his d’yoor neighbours, he being of
fo good and charitable a nature. But I put
it into the window of that harfh and unhof
‘pitable man that ufed wus fo ill, not as
ooty to him, but as a plague and fcourge
to him, and for an eafe to his opprefled
neighbours, that he may fall into intem-
erance, difeafes, and death itfelf, For
f knew very well that there was that in-
- chantment in this cup, that they that had
it would be thus bewitched with it. -And
as forthat civil perfon whofe child I ftrang-
led in the cradle, it was in- great mercyto
him, and no real Burt to the child, wheis
now with-God, But if that Child had lived,
wheteas this Gentleman hitherto had becn
pioufly, charitably and devoutly . given,
his mind, I {faw, would have unavoidably
funk into.the love of the world,out oflove
to his child, he having had none before,
- “and ‘doting fo hugely on it ; and therefore
I took away this momentary life from the
~ body ofthe child, that the foul of the Fa-
. ther might live for ever. And for this
laft faét; which you fo much abhor, it was
the moft faithful piece of. gratitude I could
do to one that had ufed us fo humanly and
kindly as that gentleman did, For this
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man, who by the appointment of his ma-
fter was fo officious to us as to fhew us the
way, intended this very night enfuing to
Jet in a company of rogues into his ma.
fler’s houfe, to rob him of all  that he had,
if not to murther him and his family. And
having faid thus, he vanifhed. But the
poor Eremite, _tranfported with joy and a-
mazement, lift up his hands and eyes to
heaven, and gave glory to God, who had
thus unexpelledly delivered him from any
farther anxiety touching the ways of his
Providence ; and thus returned with chear-
fulnefs to his forfaken cell, and fpent the
refidue of his daysthere in piety and peace.

Pbhiloth. Itis an excellent good flory in-
.deed, Euiftor, and fo much to the pur-
pofe, that it is plainly fuperfluous to add
any more words touching this theme.

Philop. ButI believe, Philotheus, that
neither Euiftor nor Hylobares will be fo.

fatishied. e

- Euip. For my part, I challenge the
performance of your promife, O Philgpo-
Iis, that the condition upon which I told
the flory may be made good to me, namie-
ly, That Philotheus be never the briefex
in his fatisfaction to Hylobares for my un-
feafonable interpellation by this parabolical

ﬁory. . Bl
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. H{I And I am of that childith humour;
that I do not relifh any dripk fo wellas that
out of my own ufualfucking-bottie; where-
fore I expelt farther refrefhment, Philo:
theus, from your morenervous eloquence.
Philop. My credit alfo, Philotheus, isat
the ftake, if you do not utter your fenti-
- ments upon this fubjeft.
Philoth. But in the mean while, Philo-

polis, it does me good to obferve what -

fine fenfe Hylobares {peaks in. fo unmeet
a demand, as if ffrong meat were for babes.

" Hyl. But ftrong drink may be for them;
for fome give fuch. to chil£et’1 as foon a8
they be born, -t :

- Philop. Nay, he is even with youthcrc, :

Philotheus; you had better have fallen dis

retly upon the matter without thefe de-

, lays.. . S . ,

Philoth, Well then, Philopolis, X will.do
fo, becaute you urge me {o: much untoit;
tho’ in my ewn judgment I think if seed«
lefs. The difficulty propounded always
feemed .to ‘me one of the cafieft to be fols
ved, tho’ the moft ordinarily complained
of, I mean, the impunity and profperity of
vhoe wicked, and the alfiiion and:adverfity
of the good. - 7l T

XXV. That the adverfity of the good, and the profperi+
ty and impunity of the wicked irr this life, are no argw:
ments againft the accuracy of Providence, . F ‘
. or
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" For firtt, What is alledged concerning the
Tmpumity of the wicked is not only falfe, but
impoflible. Forhow can the wicked efcape
punifbment, when wickednefs itfelf is one
of the greatcft penalties? or how can they
be faid to be profperous, who have nothing
fucceeding accordifig tothelrown fcope and
‘meaning ? For every man means well, as
Socrates wifely determines; but it is the
perpetual unhappinefs of the wicked that
he does that which is ill. So great is his
ignorance and impotency, that he cannot
reacht the mark he aims at; but withing
the beft to himfelf, as all other men do,
yet notwithftanding he really profecutes
that ‘'which is worft. And therefore with -
the wife he can be no objel® of envy, but
of pity. And it is an unmcet thin% that
any fenrence concerning Divine Provi- -
dence fhould be carried by the votes of
fools, 'When a drunken man breaks glafs-
windows, ravifhes wothen, ftabs men in
the fireets, and -does many fuch villainiex
s thefe, I appeal to you, Hylobares;what
privilege -or ‘profperity ‘i - there in this;
{tho> he were not to be punifhed by the
magiftraté) having done that which indeed
%e had no true mind to do, but did hearti-
ly deteft and abhor when he was fober ?
This is ‘the true ftate of all wicked ‘rgen
IR what-

\
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‘whatfoever; let their power be neverfo

high, they a& like drunkards or men in
a dream, fuch things as they will be &
fhamed of fo foon as they are fober or &
wakened. : ' '

Sophr. 'This is the very philofophy of
the Apoftle, O Philotheus,  #hat fruit
bave ye then of thofe things whereof ye are
wow afbamed ? :

Philoth. Now as it is evident, Hylobs
res, that they are punifhed in the forfei
ttll.:re of that hi%h happinefs that conﬁnf‘l;‘ill;

e peace and joy of a purify’d mind,
whergieh, reﬁdesvjth); true ll)cnclfv'y:'lcdgc of
God, and a living fenfe of the comelinefs
and pulchritude of grace and virtue ; %o
likewife thete is an inflition of internal
" pain to their very fenfes, For what torture
- . can therebe greater than that rack of pride,
thofe fcorpion-firipes of envy, thofe infat
able fcorching flames and torches of furies,
untamed luft ? what than ftrangling cares,
thaa éhe.,fc\;ere ;fent;nces: of their own

rejudging fears 7 what dungeon more
go?ii'omgel,n%wrﬁd or difmal, thaﬁ'their f-
fkiou,s' ignorance, and opprefling -loads of

urprifing grief and melancholy ¢ '

Again, it is farther manifzﬁ that the
wiked are plagued even in this life; for

they are a mutual plague and fcourge oge
- 4 Rom. 6. 1.

1
o !
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to another, and take the office of executi-
oners and hangmen by turns.  For all the
noife of injury and injuftice in the world is
ordinarily nothing elfe but a complaint
that wicked men abufe one another. Where-
fore why fhould it be expeéted that Divine
Providence fhould forthwith take venge-
a.hce’ of the executioners of his own jul-
tice ¢ i .
But for thofe few righteous that are in
the world, they are bettered by thofe
things that feem to the idiot and unfkilful
the only evils that mortals can fall into.
But the infelicity of the godly is common-
ly this, that they will fcramble with the
men of this world for fuch things as are
the moft proper happinefs of thofe that are
wicked, For they fighting with them thus
as with cocks on their own dunghill, it is_
1o marvel they come by theworft ; for this*
8 their bour and the power of darknefs. -
Thirdly, It is manifeft that the peace
andimpunity of the wicked is very fggvice-
able for the exercifing of the virtues of the
righiteous, whereby they may difcern their
own fincerity or hypocrifie, and difcoyer
whether it be thé pure love of piety t
puts them in fuch a garb, or the defire of
the praife and countenance of men ; whe-
ther the profeffion of their faith in God
o “ Bb and
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and of future happinefs be formal, or real,
For if it be real, what will they fot be a-
ble to undergo? and what an high cordial
muft it be unto them, to have an unfei(gned

*fenfe and belief of that great compenfation

they are to reccive in the world to come?
Not to mention what a great fatisfaétion

.the confcioufnefs of conftant ﬁnceri;y isto

the foul of a man even in this lifealfo.
Whicrefore the firokes of the confufion and
unrighteous diforder in the' world doina
manner mifs the righteous, and hit heavy
only there where they fhould do, upon the
ungodly themfelves, " But what reaches
thofe that are deemed more juft, they are
in all reafon and modefty to look upon it

vices in them, or as an exercife of their
virtues, that God may be glorified in
them. Wherefore' if any thing harfh hap-
pen to a good man, he will forthwith ex-
amine himfelfif his heart be clean : which

_if it be not, heis to look upon it asa cha-

ftifement ; if it be, he will bear it and em-

- brace it as a trial from God, and as an o¢

cafion whereby he may glorific the powet
of God in him. But if he do not thus,
is a fign his heart is not clean, and there:
fore why fhould he grumble that he is p
nifhed ¢ X

Fourthly,

' as cither a punithment of fome reliquesof
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Fourthly, That tyranny, murther, per-
jury, blafphemy and exorbitant luft has
been notortoufly and examplarily punifhed
by a kind of Divine vengeance, and a-
bove zll the expeation of men, even in
this life, in feveral perfons, is fo noted in
hiftory, that I need name no inftances. But
to purfue every monftrofitic of wickednefs
with prefent punifhment here inthis world,
were not to make men good,but to hinder
the wicked from mifchieving and f{courg-
ing one another, and from exercifing the
virtues of the righteous.

Fifthly, In that wickednefs is not fo
conftantly and adequately punifhed in this
life, there is alfo this convenience in it,
- That it is a fhrewd argument to any indif

ferent perfon that underftands the Nature
and Attributes of God, that there is a re-
ward to come hereafter in the other life.

To all which'Tadd in the laft place,
that the affairs of this world are like a cu-
tious, but intricately contrived, comedy,
and that we cannot judge of the tendency
of what is paft or aéting at prefent before
the entrance of the laft a&t, which fhall
bring in righteoufnefs in triumph: who
tho” the has abided many a brunt, and has
been very cruelly and defpightfully ufed
hitherto in the world, yet at laft, according

, ' to
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to our defires, we fhall fee the knight o-
vercome the giant. And then I appeal to
~ you, Hylobares, whether all things have
not been carried on according to the natu-
ral relifh of your own faculties. For what
is the reafon we are fo much pleafed with
the reading romances and the fitions of
Poets, but that here, as Ariftotle fays,
things arc fet down as they fhould be, but
in the true hiftory hitherto of the world :
things are recorded indeed as they are,
but it is buta teftimony that they have not
been as they fhould be ? wherefore in the
upfhot of all,if we fhall fee thatcome to pafs
that fo mightily pleafes us in the reading
the moft ingenuous plays and heroick po-
ems, that long affli€ted virtue at laft comes
to the crown, the mouth of all unbelievers
muft be for ever ftopped. And for my own
part, I doubt not but that it will fo come
to pafs in the laft clofe of the world. But
impatiently to call for vengeance upon e-
very enormity before that time, is rudely
- to overturn the flage before the entrance
into the fifth adt, out of ignorance of the
plot of the comedy, and to prevent the fo-
- Jemnity of the general judgnrent by more
petty and particular executions. Thefe
are briefly the fix heads, Hylobares,which
1 might have infifted upon to clear dProvi-

' : ence -
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dence from this laft allegation, had there
been any great difficulty in the matter. °

Hyl. What you have already intimated,
Philotheus, from thefe fix heads, and Eu-
iftor fuggefted by that handfom parable,
has, I muft confefs, fo fully fatisfy’d me
in this laft point, that it makes the difficul-
ty look as-if it had been none at all.

Piilop. In this laft point, Hylobares ?
that’s but onc point. But I pray you in-
genuoufly declare how much at eafe you
find yourfelf touching the other difficul-
ties you propounded.

lyl. Very much, I’ll affure you, Philo-
Eolis, touching all of them for the ‘prefent.

ut what dark clouds may again overcaft
my mind by our next meeting, I cannot
divine afore-hand. But you fhall be fure
to hear of it, if any thing occur that dif-
fettles me. In the mean time I am fure I
find myfelf in a very gay-amd chearful
condition. ,
- Philop. We may then very fealonably
adjourn” this meeting, O Cuphophron, to
fix a clock to-morrow in the afternoon.
XXVI. A civil, but merry-conceited, bout of drinking in
CuPhoph:on’s arbour. -
- Cuph. 1 fhall then beagain very happy,
OPhji)lopolis, in my enjoyment zf ﬁf g‘z-
cellent company. t§e mean time, my
' Bb3 fervice.
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" fervice to you in this glafs of wine; for1
think neither you nor any one elfe has
- drunk fince they came hither, they have
been fo intent.upon the difcourfe.

Philop. Tt is utterly needlefs this fum-
mertime, O Cuphophron. g

Cuph.. It is very convenient to driok
one glafs, to corre&t the crudities of the
nocturnal air and vapours. This thcfcfoge,
is truly to your good health, O Philopolis.

Philop. Well, fince it muft be fo, I
thank you kindly, Cuphophron. ‘

112'1. Nay, Gentlemen, if yeu fall &
drinking, 1" may welt fail a whittling on
my flagellet, , :

-Cuph, What, do ydu mean to make us

all hoifes, to whiftle us while we are a-
drinking ? ' , , '
" Hyl. Nay, Cuphophiron, I whiftle that
you may drink, and sl little enough t0
make Philotheus, Bathynous and Sophron
to take off their glafles. - -

Bath. 1 believe Hylobares® whiftling
may have a more {fymbolical meaning in it
than we are aware of, and intimate to us
that eating and drinking are aéts commonto
us with the beafts, '

Philop. Be it {o, Bathynous, yet thefe
acts are fometimes neceflary for men alfo,
Nor is it inconvenient to drink to my next
' neighbour
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scighbour Philotheus, not only to fortify
him againft the nofturnal vapours, but
likewife to recruit his fpirits, which-he

may have over-much expended in his long -

learned difcourfes.

Pbiloth. The freth air, Philopolis, moift-
ned with the Moon-fhine, as Cuphophron
‘noted,. is as effeftual to that purpofe, if I
had been at any fuch expence.

Philop; But this glafs of wine will help
to correlt thé crudity of that moifture :
wherefore my fervice to yon,. Philotheus,
. Philoth. 1 thank you heartily, Philopo- -
lis, T will pledge you. - o

Philop. 1t is very good wine,

Philoth, 1 fhall commend it the morg
willingly to Bathynous, a little to warm and
chear his thoughtful melancholy. Bathy:
Bous, my fervice to you. o
 Bath: Your fervant thanks you, Phile-

leus. L .

. Philoth, 1 perceiye Philopolis has a ve
1y judicious tafte. . .

Bath, 1t is ordinarily the pure effeét of
temperance to have fo. - But yet my pe.
late i3 fomething more furd and jacent.
However I will trie. I promife you it
leents to'me very good, Philotheus, and
fuch as Cato himfelf would not refulc a
¢up of : which makes mg with the more.

affurance
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affurance drink to'my next neighbour, e
ven.to Sophron, to chear him after his con-
_ ceived fears and affrights touching the fuc-
cefs of this difpute concerning Providence,
Sophr. The good fuccefs, Bathynous,
chears me more than all the wine in A.
thens can do. And therefore not fo much
to be cheared, as out of my prefent chear. -
fulnefs, I will readily pledge you one
cup. For fobriety is not in drinking no
- wine at all, but int drinking it moderately.
. Bath. Well, my fervice to you thes,
Sophron. . ) ' ,
Sopbr. 1 thank you, Bathynous.
Euift. But certainly, if my memory fail
me not, Cato, as grave as he was, would
drink more cups of wine than one at 2
tine, : - :

- Sophr. Not do I think -that moderate
drinking confifts in one cup, but in drink-
ing'no more than is for the health of both
foul and body. And one glafs will ferve
me for that end at this time, - :

Euift. Your definition is very fafe and
feful, Ithink, O Sophron, o
- Sophr. And therefore, my fingular re-
fpes to you, Euiftor, in this fingle glafs
of wine. ' :
~ Cuph. See the virtue of good Canarie,
the mere fteam of thole volatile atoms h;s
- : 0



Of the Providence of Gop. 273
fo raifed Sophron’s fancy, that it hasinade
him feem for to offer to quibble before the
glafs has totiched his lips, -

Sopbr. It is marvellous good wine in-
deed. I warrant you, Euiftor, this will
nubup your memory to the purpofe, ifthe
recalling how many cups grave Cato would
take off at a time, may warrant our drink-
ing-at any time more than is needful or
convenient., I pray you tafte it. ,
. Eugft. 1 thank you, Sophron, I fhould
willingly pledge you,tho’it were in worfe
liquor. They have all of them had each
man his glafs but Hylobares, but have ex-
cogitated fuch pretty pretences to accoft
ther they drank to, that I find I need to
have my wit rubb’d up as well as my me:
moty, to hold on this ingenious humour.

Cuph. Do not you obferve, Euiftor,how

fudioufly Hylobares has play’d the piper
allthis time ¢ Take your cue from thence.

Euift. Hylobares, not to interrupt iyou,
my humble fervice to you in a glafs of -
Canarie, to ‘wet your whiftle, v

Hyl, T.thank you kindly, Eniftor; but I
profe(s I was fcarce aware what I did, or -
whether I whiftled or no.

XXVII. The marvellous conjun&ure in Hylobares of an
_outward levity and inward fobernefs at once.

- Philop, Methinks thofe airs and that in-

ftrument
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. frument, Hylobares, feem too light for
the ferious difcour{e we have had fo me
ny hours together. - -

Hyl. But DIl affure you, Philopolis,my
thoughts were never more ferious than
while I was piping thefe ealy airs on my
flagellet. For they are fo familiar to me,
that I had no need to attend ‘them, and
my mind indeed was wholly taken up
with objefts fuitable to our late theme.
And even then when I was playing thefe
light tunes, was I recovering into my me-
mory, as well as I could, fome part ofs
philofophick fong that once I had by rate,
(bath words and tune and all) which has
no. {mall affinity with. the maters of this
day’s difcourfe, :

FPhilop. 1t is much, Hylobares, you
fhould be able to attend - to fuch contrary
things, fo light and fo {erious, at one
the fame time, ‘

Hyl, That’s no more, Philopolis, tha
Euiftor did in his ftory ofthe Angel andthe
Eremite. For I look upon the twittingof s
man’s muftachio’s to be as flight and trivt
al a thing as the playing on the flagellet
And yet I believe he was at it at leal
twenty times with his fore-finger and his
thumb in his rehearfing that excellent pr
rable, tho’ his mind, Ifaw, was fo takes

. - uP
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up with the weightinefs of the fenfe, that
his afpeét feemed as devout as that of the
» Eremite, who was the chief fubjeét of
the ftory, - ,
Emj{ I pray you, Hylobares, take this
glafs of wine for a reward of your abufing
your friend fo handfomely to excufe-your-
~ felf, and feeif it be fo good for the rub-
bing tip the memory as Sophron avouches
it. For then I hope 'we fhall hear you
fing as attentively as you have regardlefly
- whiftled all this time. -

Hyl, The wine is very good, Euiftor,
if it be as good for the memory. But I be-
lieve I had already recalled more of thofe

~ verfes to mind than what is convenient to
Tepeat at this time.
Philop. 1 prithee, Hylobares repeat but
them you have recalled to memory; it
~ will be both a farther ratification of this
* unthought-of experiment, and a fuitable
clofe of the whole day’s difcourfe, -

Hyl, Your defire 1s to me a command,
Philopolis ; and therefore for your fake I
will hazard the credit of my voice and me-
mory at once, ,

XXVIII. His ferious Song of divine Providence.

. Where’snow the objeét of thy fears,
Needlefs fighs and fruitlefs tears?
‘They be all gone like idle dream
Suggefled from the body’s ftcam,
- © cave of horrour black as pitch !
Park
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Dark den of fj that bewitch
The weakned fancy fore affright
With the grim fhades of grifly night!
- What’s plague and prifon, Iofs of friends,
- -War, dearth, and death that all things ends?_
Mere bugbears for the childith mind,
Pure pannick terrours of the blind.
Colle& thy foul into one {phear -
Of light, and ’bove the earth it bear.
Thofe wild fcattered thoughts, that erft
Lay loofly in the world difperft,
Caﬁ in; thy fpirit thus knit in one
Fair lucid orb, thofe fears be gone,
Like vain impoftures of the night,
That Ay before the morning bright.
Then with pure eyes thou fhalt behold
How the Firft Goodnefs doth unfold
All things in loving tender arms;
‘That deemed mifchiefs are no harms,
But fovereign falves, and skilful cures
Of greater woeg the world endures ;
“That man’s flout foul may win a ftate
Far rais’d above the reach of fate.

Power, Wifdom, Goodnefs fure did frame
‘This univerfe, and flill guide the fame.
But thoughts from paffions fprung deceive
Vain mortals. No man can contrive

A better courfe than what’s been run

Since the firft circuit of the fun.

He that beholds all from an high
Knows better what to do than I.
I’m not minc own: fhould I repine
If he difpofe of what’s not mine?
Purge but thy foul of blind felf-will,
Thou ftraight fhalt fee God does no ill.
‘The world he fills with the bright rays
Of his free goodnels. He difplays -
Himfelf throughout: like common air .
That fpirit of life through all doth fare,
Suck’d in by them as vital breath - :
‘Who willingly embrace not death. .
But thofe that with that living law
. Be unacquainted, cares do gnaw ;
Miftruft of Providence do vex
Their fouls and puzzled minds perplex,

Thefe
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Thefe rhythms were in my mind, Philopo-
lis, when the flagellet was at my mouth.

Philop. They have an excelient fenfe .
in them, and very pertinent to this day’s
difquifitions. I pray you whofe lines are -
they, Hylobares?

Hyl. They are the lines of a certain
philofophical poet, who writes almoft as-
hobblingly as Lucretius .himfelf; but I
have met with frains here and there in
him that have infinitely pleafed me ; and
thefe, in fome humours, amongft the reft.
But T was never fo fenfible of the weighti-
nefs of their meaning as fince this day’s
difcourfe with Philotheus. '

Philop. Well, Hylobares, if you rumi-
nate on no worfe things than thefe while
you play on your flageller, it will be an

_unpardonable fault in me ever hereafter to
difparage your mufick. -

XXIX. The breaking up of the mecting.

Euift. 1 think we muft hire Hyloba-
res to pipe us to our lodgings, elfe we
fhall not find the way out of Cuphophron’s
bowre this night, as bright as it is.

_Hyl. That T could do willingly, Euiftor,

. without hire, it is fo pleafing a divertife-

Ment to me to play on my pipe in the fi-

. leat moon-light.

Philop.. Well, we muft abruptly take
Cc leave
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leave of you, Cuphophron, and bid you
good-night : Hylobares has got out of the
arbour already, and we muft all dance af
ter his pipe. ‘

Cuph. That would be a juvenile 2€t for
your age, Philopolis.

Philop. 1 mean, we muft follow his ex-
ample, and betake outfelvés homewards ;
for it is now very late. Wasit a delufion

of my fight? or did there a ftar fhoot ob-

liquely as I put my head out of the arbour ?

Bath. Ifthe dog-ftar had been in view,
one would have thought him in danger
from Hylobares’ charming whiftle. -

- Euift. No haggs of Theflaly could e-
ver whiftle the celeftial dog out of the
fky, Bathynous. ‘

Cuph. How fublimely witty is Euiftqr
with one fingle glafs ?

Euift. Good night to you, dear Cupho-
phron. , -
Cuph. Nay, I will wait on you to your
lodgings. -

- Philop. By no means, Cuphophron ; we
will leave you here in your own houfe ;
- unlefs you will give -us the trouble of

coming back again with you.
" Cuph, Good night to you then, Gentle-’
auen, all at once.

FPhilop. Good night to Cuphophron.
p , g phop THE

\
J
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THE

THIRD DIALOGUE,
'  CONCERNING

The PROVIDENCE of GO D.

-
PHILOTHEUS, BATHYNoOUS, SopHRON, PHILoroLls, EuvIsTOR,
HyroBaRes, CUPHOPHRON.

1. Conjeétures touching the caufes of that mirth that the
" meeting of fome perfons naturally cxcite inone another.

Sophr. HA'T tall inftrument is this,

- O Cuphophron, that you
have got thus unexpectedly into your ar-
bour?

Cuph. The talnefs difcovers what it is,
a theorboe. I obferving yefternight how
mufically given the company was, inftcad
of Hylobares’ whiftle, (which is more ufu-
_ally play’d upon before bears or dancing-
dogs than before philofophers or perfons
of any quality) have provided this more
grave and genteel inftrument for them that
have a mind to play and fing to it, that {o
they may, according to the manner of Py-
thagoras, after our philofophical differtari-
ons, with a folemn fit of mufick difmifs
out compofed minds to reft. ‘

Dd ) Sophr,
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Sophr. You abound in all manner of ci-
vilities, Cuphophron: But do not you
play on this inftrument yourfelf?

Cuph. No, alas! it is too tall for me,
my fingers will not reach the frets. But
fomctimes with a carelefls ftroke I brufh
the Gitrar, and pleafe myfelf with thit
morc eafy melody.

Hyl. And it would pleafe any one liv-
ing to fee Cuphophron at that graceful
cxcxctfe fo as I have fometimes taken
him; he is fo like the £ ign at ‘the othcr
end of the firect.

Cuph. This wag Hylobares, T date fa,
means the fign of the ape and the fddle,
This is in revenge for the difparagement I
did his beloved Syrinx, the Arcadiah
nymph.

Philop, T never heard. that Hylobates
had any Mlﬁlcfb before.

Hyl. This is nothing, ’Phxlopohs but
the exaltednefls “of Cuphophron’s fancy
. and expreffion; a poetical periphrafis of

vy flagellet, which in difparagement be-
f01e he called a w/uﬁle -

Pbhilop. But your imagination has been
more than even with him, if he interprét
you avight. Let me intreat of you all
love, Hylobares, to fupprefs fuch light
and ludicrous f.mcxes in fo ferious a meer:
ing. . A Hyl
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Hyl, 1 fhall endeavour to obferve your
commands for the future, O Philopolis,
but I fufpeét there is fome ftrange reck
or cflux of atomes or particles,
(Cuph. Of particles, by all means, Hy-
lobares, for that term is more Cartefian.)
Hyl, Which. fume out of Cuphphron’s
body, and infe&t the air with mirth, the
all be not alike fubjet to the contagion,
Bur for myfelf, I muft profefs, that mere-
lg' by being in Cuphophron’s prefence I
“find myfelf extremely prone to mirth,
even to ridiculoufnefs.
Philop. As young men became difpofed
to virtue and wifdom merely by being in
the company of Socrates, tho’ he faid no-

thing untothem,
Cuph. Apd Lmuft alfo profefs that Hy-

lobares is not much behind-hand” with
me. For I can never meet him, but it
makes me merry about the mouth, and
my heart is inwardly tickled with a fecret
';oy, Which, for the Credit of Des-Cartes’s

hilofophy, I eafily acknowledge may be
from the mutual recourfe and mixture of
-our exhaled atomes, or rather particles, as
Cartefius more judicioufly calls them: for
thefe particles are not indivifible. Some
alfo are ready to quarrel one another at
the fieft meeting, as well as Hylobares

d 2 and
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and I to be merry : and you know fome
chymical liquors, tho’ quiet and cool fepa-
“rate, yet mingled together will be in fuch
a rageful fermentation, -that the glafs will
grow hot to the very touch of our fingers,
Ewyf?, This is learnedly defcanted on
by Cuphophron buf, by the favour of fo
great a philofopher, I fhould - rather re-
{olve the probleme into fome reafon analo-
gous to that of thofe feeds which Solinus
fays * the Thracians at their fealts caft in-
to the fire, the fume whereof fo exhils
rated their {pirits, that they were no lefs
merry than if they had drank liberally of
~the ftrongeft ‘wines. i
 Hyl. Pomponius Mela alfo relates? the -
fame of them. :But nothing; methinki"’
illuftrates the nature of this Phanomenos
better than that experiment of a certain
Ptarmicon, ({eed or powder, I do not
well remember) which caft fecretly into
the fire will unexpeétly fet -the company
afnezing. Such I conceive to be the.
hidden efluvia of Cuphophron’s comple-
xion, which thys fuddenly excites thefe
ridiculous flafhes of my ungovernable fan-
cy, to the juft fcandal of the more- grave
,and fober: Which' extravagance I muft
“confefs is {o much the more unpardonable
: ) - to

+ Polyhift, ¢, 15, } De fitw orbis 1 2, ¢ 2
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tomyfelf, by how much my own mind has
been fince our laft mceting more heavy-
laden with the moft tragical fcenes that
are exhibited on this terreftrial globe;
which endeavour to bear againt all thofe
ponderous reafons, thofe dexterous folu-
tions-and folid inftruétions which: Philothe-
us yefterday fo fkilfully produced in the
behalf of Providence. '

Philop. Why, what remains of difficul-
ty, Hylobares, cither touching the natu-
ral or moral evils in the world ? ~

1. Hylobares his relapfe into diffettlement of mind
- touching Providence, with the caufc thereof.

Hyl. Touching the natural evils, Phi.
lopolis, I reft-fintl pretry well fatisfy’d;
and in that general way that Phrlotheus
anfwered touching wmoral evils, his f{olu-
tions feemed tomy reafon firm enough:
but when in folitude I recounted with my
[elf more particularly the enormous de-
" formities' and defeéts that every-where -
ate confpicuous in the nations of the earth,
my phancy was foon born down into a
diffidence” and fufpicion, that there is no
fuch accurate providence (as. Philotheus
contends for ) which does fuperintend the
affairs of mankind,

_Bath, That isto fay, Hylobares, after
that more than ordinary chearfulnefs raifed
' in
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in your f{pirits by your re-agquaintance
with thofe many and moft noble truths
that Philotheus recovered inte. your mind,
(by his wife difcourfe) at which the foul
of man, at her firt meeting with them ¢
gain, is as much tranfposted, as whentwo
ancient friends unexpectedly meet onc an-
other ina ftrange country, as Zamblichus
fomewhere has noted, I fay, aftes this
more than ufual tranfport of joy, your {pi-
rits did afterward as much {ink and flag,
and fo melancholy impofed upon your .fan
;,;7. But there is no fear, things having
ucceeded fa well hitherto, but Philotheus
will revive you, and diffipate thefe clouds
that feem fo dark and difmal to your me-
lancholized imagination,

Hyl. 1 believe you will more confident:
ly conclude it melanchaly, Bﬂthyno,us,
when you have heard what an affiighiful
puzzle one thing then feemed 40 me.

Bath, 1 pray you, Hylobares, propousd
it to Philotheus. I

n{i aﬁud:yofphiwimmwto Bivine Provk:

. Byl Well, T fhall, Bathynous, and it
is briefly this; How fqualid and " forlom
the world feemed to me by reafon there
are fo very few philofophers in it. For
the reft of mankind fcemed to me little ta
differ from baboons or beafts. Giph.
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Ciiph. O Hylobares, héw deariy could
Thug thee for this mediration! Thisisa
confideration framed after the fentiments
of my own beart. Tt is a thing I have
often in ecret bewasled the world for even
with rears, I mean, for the paucity of
Dhitofophers ; and then toft of all, ‘that a.
mongft thefe few there fhould be fo very
few pure'and thorough-paced Cartefians.
Thefe ferious thoughts in private have af-
fited ‘my heart very fore. '
Phitssh. T prayyou, Cuphopliron, be of
goodl ‘cothfort, and you, Hylobares, let not -
thisfeene feem fo tragical to you. Foritisa
great queftion, whether the philofophers be
not more ridiculous, than they, that are ac-
counted riome,deplorable or contemptible. Be.
fides, why is'this to be charged upon Pro-
vidence, that there are fo few? ‘The book
of nature lies opento all, and the generali
ty of men have wit for obfervation: But it
Is their own fault, that they had rather
pleafe their Jenfes than exercife and im-
Prove their reafon. But admit that few are
bom to philofophy, yet all in.a manner
are born to far better matteis: that is to .
fay, It is in the power,of-every man to
be religions, juft, and virtuous, and to en-
1y the wholfome pleafures of the ansmal
litcin a pious and rational way. thc(::cﬁ
re
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fore there being fo fhort a cut every-wherte
to prudesce and religion, (if a man be fin-
cere and fanthful,) I fee not how any ope
is excluded from the moft fubftantial f\dp-
inefs human nature is capable of. Bat
or other knowledge, if it. were evefy
man’s, it were {carce ‘the enjoyment of 2-
ny man. But the confident ignorance of
the rude and the unexpe&ted paradoxical-
nefs of the fkilful do fitly furnifh out the
ftage of things, and make more for the
fport and-pleafure of life, and enhanfe
the price and compenfate” the labour of
finding out or apprehending the more ab-
ftrufe theories in philafophy.

But this peculiar philofophical happinefs
is but a very fmall acceffion to that moral

bappinefs which is common to all men, if

they be not wanting to themfclves; as, 7o |

be loyal to a man’s Prince, To be trueto
his religion [o far as it is true, To dedl
Saithfully with all men, to be kind to bis

neighbours, to relieve the oppreffed, To

be an hearty lover of Gad and of t he whole
creation. A man thus affefted, and armed
with fo much prudence as not to deny or

affert any thing beyond his clear compre: -

henfion and {kill 11 {peculative matters,
but to admire and adore the ineffable wif-
dom of his Creator, this man, I fay, isa
mor¢

|
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more comrletc, perfe&t and unexceptio-
nable perfon, and more folidly happy,
than any philofophers I know that have
{eft their writings to the world as a lafting
teflimony of their wit, Des-Cartes himfelf
not excepted ; whofe grofs extravagancies
(fuch as making brutes mere machina’s,
the making every extenfionreally the fame
with matter, his averring all the phenome-
na of the workd to arife from mere mecha-
nical caufes) will be more ftared upon and
hooted zt by impartial pofterity, than any
other pieces of wit he may have light on
£an be admired or applauded: which ha-
zard thofe that adhere only to virtue and
true Ifiet_y are always fecure from,

fyl. What think you of this, Cupho-
phron ? '
Cuph. With Philotheus’ leave, I think
the Cartefian philofophy a very fine thing
for all this. What think you, Hylobares ?
Hyl. 1 think Philotheus has fpoken in
the main very folidly and home to the
purpofe, and that the prudemt virtuous
man is far a more noble and goodly {pec-
tacle than any philofophical knight-errant
whatfoever, If he canblow away the reft of
thofe mifts and clouds that fit upon my
mind with like facility, I hope I fhall be
in an utter incapacity of raifing the leaft
. e doubt
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‘doubt coneerming Providence for the fir
tute, S A
.- Philop. Try what Philetheus ﬂn‘*{l:'}
Hylobares. Propound to him the reft of

your difficulties. ‘ RO
IV. Reafons in general of the grofs deformity in the res
gions and cultoms of the favage ndtions, as alfo’of the

- variety of this deformity in mannersand cuftoms.

Hyl. The reft of mydifficulties, O Ph-
lotheus, arife from the view of the man-
ners and teligions-of the burbaroys natjons,
fuch as they aredefcribed in hiftory, and

. which indeed: are fuch, fo fordid and ridi
culous, fo horrid and enormouys, that the
. would even force a man’s fancy into a dif
truft -that in thofe nations Divine Provi
dence has quite forfaken the earth, . For
if fhe caft her eye upon them, why does
fhe not either reform them, ot confound
them and- deffroy them ? .
- Philoth. That the face of things, it
fome parts of the barbarous nations efpect
ally, looks very durtily and difmally, I
cannot but acknowledge : but the caufes
being found out, admiration ought to ceafe.
For that mankind is in a /7pfed condition
it cannot be denied, nor that a great patt
of the invifible powers arc funk into the &
nimal life with them. Now that which is
the moft high and powerful in the amimdl
life will not let its hold go fo long as#t
i : can
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ean hang on, Whence the moft affive fpi-
rits in this region get the dominion over
the more paffive, and the kingdom of the
prince of the air has proved very large o-
ver the nations of the earth, they being fo’
deeply lapfed and immerfed into the ar-
mal nature, Wherefore we cannot expe&t
but that both the rwlers and the ruled ha-
ving fallen from the holy light and the
divine benignity of the athereal nature,
that the effeéls of that government and the
gatb of their manners fhould be cruel,
Jgpalid, deformed and ridscslons ; a judic
¢ious {enfe of true pulchritude and decen-
¢y not being able to refide-in fo dark and
ditempeted complexions, and their envi-
ous guardians caring mote to tyrannize o-
ver them and to make fport with them,
than to {pare them or to be true gusdes to
them in any thing, All therefore that can
be'done is, to mitigate as well as we can
the fad homouwr snd mad afpe& of this
firange theatre, which ftrikes the fancy (o
frongly and fo harfhly. - For the wound,
by your own propofal of the difficulty,

ylobares, I perceive reaches no farther
than the fancy ; which is an intimation the
better parts of your mind ftand found. And
there is another paffage I noted, which I
fhall make ufe of for the cure of your fux-
: Ee2 cy

Al
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¢y alfo, viz, that this fyualid face of things
is only in thofe darbarous nations; where-
in there is imply’d a tacite conceflion that
the csvilizedparts of the world are at leat
pafabe. S
- Hyt. T muft confefs it feems to import
fo much. v . IR

Philoth., And the Chriftian world moft
of all, ' )
. Hyl. One would think fo, Philotheus.-

Pﬂ'lotb, Wherefore to fatisfic your res
Jon and quiet your fancy, if any of ushall
fhew that either there is no great hurt in
fuch cuftoms of the barbarous nations that
feem ftrange and uncouth to us, or that we
ourfelves have fomething analogous to
them, much of this furprifing horrour and
aftonifhment will be taken oé; o
. Hyl. 1 hope fo. - , .

~ Philoth. In the mean time it is worthy
the noting in general, That there being
this lapfe in mankind, it is far better that
their obliquities, and deformities in . man.
ners and religion be very much varied,
than that they fhould be every-where on
and the fame. For that would make tranf
greffion look more like a due and festled
law of life and firm reafon : But now the’
freenefs of the internal {pirit of man, that
is.fo a&tive and refleétive, having bro'ltclc:i\'

S c
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the quirnal life into fuch varieties of foole-
tics and vanities, whether national, pro-
vincial .or perfonal, we becoine a mutual
theatr¢’one to another, and are in a better
capacity of cenfuring what is evil in our-
felves by reflefting upon others; the de-
formities we efpie in others being nothing
elfe but a reprehenfive parable touching
ourfelves. For the whole mafs of man-
kind is like a company fallen afleep by the
fire-fide, whom Ilc))me unlucky wag has
forutted with his footy and greazy fingers,
and when they awake, every one laughs
at the falfe beards and antick firokes in o-
ther mens faces, not at all*thinking of
liis own. But affuredly it is a-very ealy
itimation to him to refle€ upon hinr-
felf, and to look into the glafs whether he
be not fmutted alfo. Wherefore fecing
there muft be faults in the world, methinks
1t is more agreeable to reafon and Provi-
ence, that there be a-variation of thenr,
tho” the ftrangenefs thereof furprifes us;
than that the jar' fhould be always on the
fame firing; that folly and wickednefs
may not feem familiar to us in every place
We meet with it, but that we may be a~
Rartted at the new and unexpe@ed guizes.
theteof in others, and thereby take occa~
@911"'20 examine if we have. nothing akin
- - Eeg e
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to it in ourfelves. This may be faid in
general, Hylobares, but to particulars no
.anfwer can be returned, till you pt'oPoungl
them. d
V. Of the barbarous cuftom of going maked. -
Hpyl, That I fhall do as they occir'®
‘my mind ; but I muft implore the aid of
Euiftor where T am at a lofs.
~ 'The firft brutith and barbarous cuftem
that occurs is the going flark naked, o
fome nations do, ifg my memory fail me !
not: S
Euift. The inhabitants of the Weftit-
dies did fo, as Americus Vefputius reporth
And Paulus Venetus relates the fame'of
the Abraiamim in the kingdom of Lae; A-
gain, in the Weftindies particularly the
maids of Venefuella are faid to go as na
ked as they were -born, - '7
Philoth. 1 do not deny but that fomé
,mations may go ftark -naked, as queftios*
lefs there may be many with little or n0
covering on them, the parts of modefly
excepted : but as to thefe latt¢r, that this
is any fuch flaw in Providence, I under
ftand not.  For the clemency of the clime
under which thefe people live, the good-
ly ftru&ture of their bodies, the true Jhape -
and {ymmetry of parts, their prodigious
agility, ftrength and nimblenefs in - rus-
A - g,

i
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. ning, fwimming and dancing, theirfreedom
from care of providing, and the trouble of
putting on and putting off their garments,

their long lives, unwrinkled fkins, eafy"

child-birth, virginlike breafts, and unfo-
ifticated venery, the impofture and gul-
ery of fine clothes,(like pernicious fauce)

never begetting in them a falfe appetite, |

‘ot adminiftring occafion of lafcivious fan-
ties; I fay, thefe are fo confiderable con.
" comitants of the nakednefs of thefe peo-
ple, (which hiftorians jointliy take notice
of) that it may -not only apologize for this
feeming barbarity, but put us to a fland
whether they be not either more rational
ot more fortunate in this point than the ci-
vilized nations. 1 am fure, fome feéts of
the civilized world look upon it as a piece
of perfe€tion to imitate them, if not to otit-
do them, as the Adamites and fuch like,
And thofe two feverer feéts of philophers,
the Stoicks and Cynicks, -will abett them
in it, wha cantend there is no turpitude
in any-thing but fin: from which they
willingly acquit the the works of God and
nature. 7 hpt more general foame in man
ind, of baving their more uncomely parts
Jeen, is undoubtedly an indication by God
and nature, that we are born to higher

and mare excellens things than thefe corpoi
rea

~
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real pleafuras. But to be afhamed to be
naked, and yet not to forbear tholc fink.
that this fhame was intended a bar to,fuck
as whoredom, adultery and fodemy, is 16"
turn theis clothing into cloaks of hypocrifi,
and to he but apes and fatyrs ftill 1n green.
coats, 'This is a taft of what may be {aid
touching fuch uncouth fpetacles, But it -
would be too laborious a tafk for me, Hy-
lobares, to ‘anfwer every particular you
may produce. I had rather employ my’
thoughts, while you are propofing .thémi’
to others, in finding out fome fummary
anfwer to all, upon a fuller view of youg-
allegations, or Euiftor’s relations. = "
- Philop, Philotheus makes but a rea.
fonable motion, Hylobares. Give him_
fome refpite, and propound your particu-
lars in common to all, ‘or any that are re
dy toanfwer. . - SR
Cuph. A very good motion, Philopolis,
th;aotﬂ:c ridiculous deckings and adornings of the bag~
. barians. . .
Hjyl, The next then, Cuphophron, fHaf;
be touching the ridiculous adornings ot
deckings of the Barbarians. The embroi:
dering of their fkins with Slowers, flars,
irds, and fuch like pleafant figures, thig
indeed has as little-hurt in it as that kind"
of work in womens petticoats. . But the.
| " painting;



. Of tbe Providence of Gop. 298"
piiting of their fkins with féspents and-
ggfji beaffs, as the Virginians are faid to
0, how Vilely muft that needs look? -

‘Cuph. That’s a flight bufinefs, Hyloba--
18, if you confider the defign, which I-
fippofe is to make them look more terriblé-
ofafpet; a thing that feems to be affec-
ted in the civilized parts of the worldy
mény faniilies bearing coats of arms where-
in‘are feen as venemous and poifonous’
moiifters.” Not to add how general an huw--
mour it is amongft men, to defire power
moie than goodnefs, and to be feared rather
thinto be Joved. -

“Euif?. But what fay you, Cuphophron,
tothe geatry of Calecut, who ftretch theinr
eif§. as low as their fhoulders, that they
may be large enough to be laden with va-’
néty of‘ri'cﬁ‘ jewels? o '

Cupb. I fay it is not fo unhandfome, it
niay be, Euiftor, as unfafe, unlefs they be
well gusrded. : It is a fair invitation to have
them effe€tually pulled by the ears, tothe
hi7ard of their ears and jewels at once. -

“Euift. Tndeed I think fo too, Cuphe: -
phiton, But what fhall we think of the Tar
tirs and Maldives cutting off all their hair
of thewpper lip?- = -~ ‘

_Cuph. Why, Euiftor, I think it an ex-
cellent way for the more cleanly drihking,
ud fupping of their pottage. Eutft.
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Euift. But is it not very tidiculous.ia
the Virginians, #0 cut away half of their
upper.and lower beards, and leave the o
ther half behind. LT .
: #. It is not, T muft confefs, fofight
?;n ut who knows but that there may be
¢ ufefulnefs of it, <as in the Amazom
cutting off their right breafts, the better o
draw their bow and atwow ? It maybeak
fo, when they take tobacca, they flavera
the fhorn fide of their chin. .
- Ensft. But O the beauty of black teeth,
the afle€ted ornament of the inhabitantsel
Venefuella! - " RS
- Cuph. And fo it mdy be, for onght we
know, as lovely as black hair and blsck -
eyes and eyebrows: a black fet ofteeth
would fit exccllently well with thefe. For
my part, I know not whether jet or.ivery
looks more pleafantly; ‘cither, :methinks,
Jooks more handfomely-then 4 raw oftoeth
ss yetlow as box, which is the moreor -
dinary hue of our Europeans, e
Esuft. But the laws of miQiori amon
thofe of the Wefldndies, is a.pitch of flo
venlinels beyond all cymscifm, the.mes '
and wometi_not flicking to let fly their ®
rine even while they are converfing Wi

you.
Cupb. That is very confequentially
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done, Eniftor, to-that fimple fhamelefne(s
of being ftark naked: For itis thofe paus,
rather than any loathfomenefs in the liquor
that proceeds from them, (which is both

_wholefome- to be drunk in fundry cafes;
md many times pleafant to the fmell) that
require. {fecrecy in that evacuation. Where.
fore there feems: more of judgment than

[attifmefs in this cuftom, unle(s in the o
thefrcxfénéraﬁon they ufe the like carelefs
nets, - o ' '
* Euijt. Cautious-beyond all meafure. No
mifer -hides his bags of muck with more
eare and-fecrecy than they endeavour to
unload-themfelves of that depofitum ofna- -
tre. -They ate- very Efénes m this point
of cheanlinefs, O Cuphophron.
“Cupb. Why, this makes amends for the
former : I thought they would eafily fmeli
outthe difference. - ‘
#hl, Methinks, Euiftor, you afk a lie-
tle out- of order. Fhe prefent theme is.the
deckings of the barbarous nations. But you
fey- Cuphophron is excellently well ap-
pointed forall. ,
. Cuph: An univerfalized {pirit, & foul
throughly reconciled- to the economy of
the world, . will not be at a lofs for an apo-
logg for any phenomenon. :
"Euift; "Threre are far harder than thele

to
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~ to come, O Cuphophron. But I will oaliy
_ give one ftep back touching orsaments. Is
not that bravery which Americus Vefputi
us recerds in his voyage to the New found:
world very ghaftly and tragical? Forbe
fays fundry of thofe nations had quitefpoil:
ed their vifages, by boring of many great
holes in their cheeks, in their chaps, in
their nofes, lips and cars; and ‘that heob- |
ferved one man that had no lefs than feven
* holes in his face, fo big as would receive
a2 Damafk prune, In thefe they put biew
flone, - cryftal, ivory, or fuch ke oma
ments. Which I the eafilier believe to be
true, having fpoke with thofe myfelfthat
have feen Americans with pieces of ca

ved wood ftuck in their cheeks.

- Sophr. Cuphophron fcratches his hesd
s if he were fomething at a lofs. Ingk
mean time, Euiftor, take this till Copho
phron has excogitated fomsthing betg
IThat which is rare (we know) is withsll
' mations precious, and what is precioy
they love to appropriate and. transfer upa
themfelves as near as they can : whens¢
rich men eat many times not what is whot
‘fomeft, but the hardeft to be got. Soif
there be any thing more coftly -than #¢
ther, they will hang it on their bodics,
tho’ they cannot put it into theis bclf}esﬂ
. : : . fuc
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wfuclr as their earrings and jewels. But
thefe Barbarians feem to exceed them in
the curiofitie of their application of thefe
preciofities, they fully implanting them in-
to theic very flefh, as if they were pert
of their natural body. .

Hyl. Well, Sophron; but how rude and
fotﬁinre they in the mean time, that
they thus cruelly wound their poor car-
;:.afcs t;)' fatisfy the folly of their pride and
an

Sc%}lvr. But the 'boring of the face and
theflathing of the fkin I believe will prove
more tolerable, than the cutting and piercing
of the heart with care and anxiety, which
the pride of more civilized places caufes
inmen of high f{pirits and low fortunes,
fides, Hylobares, it may be our igno-
fance to think ‘they undergo fo much pain
Inthe profecution of thefe phantaftick hu-
mouts,  For thefe holes and flathes may
be. made in their bodies when they are
young, like incifions on the bark of a tree
Ona young pumpion, that grow in bignefs
with the growth of thefe plants, And how
Lafely and inoffenfively {uch things may
bépratifed on young children, the wring--
1ng off the tails of guppc‘ts, and circumct-
fion of infants ufed by fo many nations,
ate fuffictent examples. )
, - 'Ff Cuph
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- - Cuph. I thank you for this, Sophron;
fome f{uch thing T was offering at, but you

have Ereventc me. Proceed, Euiftor or

Hylobares, whether of you will. o
© VIL- Thelawlefnofs of the Bat&nﬂm‘ and their grofs 68

travagancies touching wedlock as:k?and' for by Ca-
. }y{ho i?ron, Advocate-general for the Paynims, b’ ’
y[ I prithee, Euiftor, puzzle Cupho-

phron, if you can, touching- the:
government of the Barbarians. :
Euift. Does not that feem marvellous
brutifh, O Cuphophron, that in fome places
they had no government at all, as in Cuba
zmdy New-Spain, whofe inhabitants went
naked, acknowledged no Lord, but lived
in common liberty, as Cofmographers 'wit-
nefs ? , '
Cuph. Is that fo unreafonable or bru-
tith, O Euiftor, that thofe that are not but-
thened with the incumbrance of riches
‘fhould negle& the ufe of laws ; the chief
et controverfies amongft men arifing con-
cerning honours and wealth, thofe two
great incitements to injuftice 7 Wherefore
thofe Barbarians feem fo far from any de-
generacy in this, that they rather refemble
the primeval fimplicity of the golden age,
'whete there was neither judge nor goalef,
but common liberty prevented all occafi-
ons of injury. Here adultery was found
impoffible, there being only difference of
I fexes,
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fexes, no diftintion of the married and un-
married ftate,or appropriation of any fingle
female to one folitary man. Which fome
‘eminent fages of Greecce (to omit the {uf
frage of fome of the more {piritnally pre-
tending feCtaries of this prefent age) have
look’d upon as a fpecial part of the moft
perfeét platform of a common-wealth their
wifdom could excogitate. Afluredly the
Fbwer of nature is fo wire-drawn through
0 many ceremonious circumftances, of pa
rentage, of portion, of alliances, and then
fofettered and confined by the religious
tie of marriage, whether the parties caa
well hit it or no, that her vigour is very
much broken, the generations of men
weakned, and their days {hortned, in moft
patts of the civilized world : whenas thofe

*“enants in comneon you fpeak of feldom are
fick, and ordinarily live to an hundred and
fifty years, as I have read in hiftorians,
So that the confinements of the law of mar-
viage {eem inflituted. for the good of the
foul vather than the bealth and firength of
tbe body. But outward laws ot reaching
adulterous affetions, the hypocrifte of the
Civilized nations has made them too often
forfeit the fincere good of both grace and
#ature at once, -

8opbr, This is fmartly, but madly and
Fta furpri-
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furprizingly,{poken,Cuphophron,and more

~ like a-poet or philofopher than like a Chri:
flian, ; .
Cuph. This is nothing againft the fon,
&ty of the laws of Chrifttanity, which u
doubtedly are infinitely above not only the
Jawlefirefs, but the beft Jaws of other na-
tions. But forafmuch as I find myfelfasit
were advocate general of the Paynmims; 1
muft plead their caufe, and make their cafe
Yook as toferable as I can, '
Barh. Which you do, Cuphophron, over
lawyerlike, fupporting your clients with
- out any regard to the truth, while you im-
%utc the health and longzvity of thefé
arbarians to their promifcuous venery, 1z
ther than to their ranging abroad in the o-
pen air, tq their faftings and huntings; and
other hardfhips of life. But F have ntet-
rupted Euiftor, N
Eu({/). I pray you then, Mr. Advocate,
what fay you to that cuftom of the Weft
indians, who offer their wives or daugh-
ters to a flranger in token of friendfhip
and hofpitality ? Of the bridegroom’s not
lying with his own_bride the firlt night,
but fome other of the like quality ? Of the
king of Calecut, in the Eaft-indies, his not
lying with the queen the firft night, but
one of the priefls, who has five hundred
S e crowns
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crowns for his pains, as you may rcad in.
the voyage of Ludovicus Pateitius 7 What
_ tothe. cuftom of the province ef Camut
betonging to the great Cham, where the
. mafter of the houfe, in an high firain of
Mhofpitality, eommits his wife and his whole
family to the ftranger, to ufe his wife and
all he has with the fame liberty himfelf
l!odl ; and: that his enjoyment may be en-
tire, quits his heufe for the time, thai the
franger may feen to have no cosrival? as -
Paulus VE;etus relatess - E c

S Glgb » "This is marvellous pretty, Euif
tors . But-I conceive the cuﬁongcoges from:
hence, in that they take: marriage to be -
. 1o part of religion, but of nature; and look
upoa their wives merely as the beft chattet .
they have, and therefore inan high ftraicr «
ofdriendthip offer them to be- enjoyed by -
their friends. In which kind fimplicity the :
Camulites feem to exceed all-the reft.

. _Euift. But what think youof the Pricfk: .
of Calecut, Cuphophren ™™ -

- Cuph. 1-think that his Jying with the
Queen the fitff night pretends: te.an-aufpici -
ous confecration of her wemb te future fer- -
tility; and that - his five handred crowns s
ae-a reward of this religious performance. .

Eyif?. But itis a ftrange aé{ of religiony .

% be with another man’s wife, .. .

: Ff3 Caph.
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Cuph. The direétion of the intention,
Euiftor, is all in all. The pricft does not
intend to commit sdultery, but to cos-
fecrate the wornb. But what blemifh i
this in Providence, that Paynim-priefis are
as crafty as fome of the Chriftian, who
wpon {piritual pretences too often
mote an intereft of the world and the flefh,
as thefe Calecut-priefts. feem to do, they
both reaping.the pleafure of lying with
the queen, and’ ftrengthening the: intereft
of the priefthood by minglimg the facerde
tal with the royal {eed, the firft-born of the
ueen being in all likelihood as much the
&n of a prieft as heir to thecrown?. .
- Philop. 1 thought Cuphophron had sot
been fo nimble a politician. - ,
Hyl, His zeal, Philopolis, for the Pay-
nims makes him more than ordinarily quick-
witted. ' o
Euift. But-what excufe will his wit find
out for-the other excefs in matritonyy, that,

I mean, of the Tartars, who think marss

age fo holy, that they believe their God
Nata“gai to have wife and children, snd
therefore if their fons or daughters die be-
fore age, yet they celcbrate a marriage be-
twixt parties thus deceafed, thatthey may
be man and wife in the other world ? .
-Guph, That they make masriage fo {&
. B cramen-
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cramental & thing, need not feem firange
to us. But that they conceit God to have
wife and children, is more extravagant,
;?d yet not much more thmhothf::)c opinion

the Anthropomorphites, w cy God
i the formof a mfn. Which concét cers
tain monks of Egypt were fo mad upon,
that they forced the Bifhop of Alexandria
to fubfcribe it for fear of his life.
VIIL Of the yurasnoxpariusyes; and the men of
. _Arcladam that Le in childbed for their wives.
Euift. I perceive no fmall matters will
puzzle Cupgo;)hron’s invention: and there-
fore tho’ the yuvamoxgaTssrol, and the
men of Arcladam that lie. forty days in
thildbed for their wives, prefent. thems
fclves to- my memory, yet I will pafs
them over. : o
. Cupb. That’s a very odd thing of the
men of Arcladam, Euiftor: I pray you,
whatisit? . .
- Euiff. When the woman is delivered
dhe gets-out of the bed as foon as fhe can,
and follows the bufineffes of the houfe; but
the man lies in for fo many days, and does
sit the offices of a mother to the infant, far
ving the giving it fuck: and the neigh-
bours comc .a-goffiping to the man lying
thus in bed, as in other countreys. they do
tothe woman, And they of Arcladam gll:{e
. o ) ‘this
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this reafon for this. cuftom, becaufe the
mother had a fufficient fhare of trouble in
bearing the child .and bringing him forth,
and that therefore ’tis fit ‘that the man
fhould eafe her now, and take off part of
the care to himfelf, as * Paulus Venetus
reports. '

Cuph.If the men of .the country had had
milk in their breafts; which feveral men
have had, according te-the teftimony of
- many credible writers, philofophers, phy-
fictans, and anatomifts, the cuftom had
been more plaufible, But {uch as it is, it
‘has its reafon, as you fee, and it was not
a pure piece of fottifhnefs that carmied

them unto it And for the 'yummoxga‘rs"-j

pevel, in that the women rule them, it i§
a fign that it is fit they fhould. For it is in
virtue of their firength, wit,or beauty; and
you know the Iimbick.: ,

 mQTOV 'ya:g 0@y aion. Toppid@r.
Fhey. chofe their kings of old from thé
beauty.of their form, as Lucretius notes:

~

And why do men rule the women,but upon

account of more ftrengthior-more wifdom?
But where the, women tule the men, it is

a fign they have more flrength or wit, and-

therefore have a right to rule them. And

indccd_ :

¥ De region, oricnt. 1. 2. €, 4%
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indeed where do they not rule them ? in-
fomuch that the whele world in a manner
are of the -yvyanl.oxgaféyerol.ﬁ So that
this is no peculiar diforder amongft the
Barbarians, fuch as Mela and Diodorus
Siculus mention. :

Hyl. The women are much beholden
to you, Cuphophron, for your fo kind and
eareful patronage of them. -
© Cupb. Fam of a large fpirit, Hyloba
res ; 1 love to be civil to all feéts, fexes,
and perfons. '

IX. Ofthe Pagans cruelty to their enemies, and inhuman
humanity to their friends.

Hyl. Cuphophron fwallowsall.down ve-
glibly. ~ But, as I remember, there are
ome direful ftories of the Pagans cruelty.
totheir enemies, and inhuman humanity to
thei- friends, that, methinks, fhould a kit
tle turn his ftomach, Euiftor, . ,
. Euift, 'There are very f{avage cuftomes
vecorded in Pomponius Mela touching the
Effedones, Axiacz and Geloni. . Fhe laft
clothe themfelves and' their hotfes with
the fkins of their flain enemics; with that
part of the fkin that covers the head they
make a cap for themfelves, with the reft
they.clothe their horfes. The Effcdones
celebrate the funerals of their parents with
grear fealting and joy, cating their flefh

: S minced.



308  Of the Providence of Gon.
minced and mingled with mutton ; (which
is the manner of their burial of them) but
tipping their fkulls with gold they make
drinking-cups of them: as the Axiua
quaffe in the heads of their flain enemies,
as well as drink their blood in the field.
In Caftella del Oro the inhgbitants alfo eat
their own dead. But in the ifland Java, 4
Ludovicus Patritius reports, the children
do not, like the Effedones, eat their ps
rents, but when they are old and ufelefs,
fell them to the Anthropophagi, as the pi
sents do the children, if defperately and
irrecoverably fick in the judgment of the
~ phyfician.  For they hold it the noblcft
kind of burial to be interred in the belly
of 2 man, and not to be caten by worms:
to which if any expofe the body of his .
dead friend, they hold it a crime not to
be expiated by any facrifice. The laws ab
" fo of the Sardoans and Berbicce, which
&lian * relates, are very favage ; the ons
commanding the fons ta knock the fathers
o’th’head when they are come to dotagey
the other prohibiting any to live above f&

n;t}r yeats. D
- Hyl. Stop there, Euiftor: let’s hear what
excufe the advocate of the Paynims ¢
devife for thefe horrid cuftoms. o

" . Cﬂpbc

:vaR.L@&I,
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b. Truly, Hylobares, thefe thing

mu%eem verg: hargh to any civit pctfogs,
efpecially at the firft fight, But yet there
feems, if we make farther fearch, to be
fomething commendable at the bottom of
fome of thefe, For the parricide that is
committed by the Sardoans and Betbicca
feems to arife out of compaffion to their
arents, they not eanduring to {ee {o fad &
pectacle as™ helplefs wearifome old
4gx, & heavy difeafe, and yet uncurable
by any thing elfe but death. And thofc of
]{va, that fell, either the parents their fick
children, or the children their aged parents,
to the Cannibals, it is both to eafe them of
their pain,and procure them,ss they think,
the moft honourable burial. And it isno
[mall countenance to thefc barbarous cuft
toms that Sir Tho. More’s Usopia allows
piinful and remedilefs difeafes to be fhort-
ned by {ome eafy way of death. Which
ems to me another kind of midwifery,
to facilitate the birth of the foul into the o-
ther world, as midwives do the entrance
ofthe body into this. Which may be the
reafon why the Effedones are fo jocund at
the funerals of their friends, they looking
Upon it as their birth-day into the other

ftate,
X. The
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" X.-Their killing men at funerals to accompany the dead,

Euiff. The Thracians do fo indeed, if
we will believe Pomponius Mela, who
‘adds, that their wives contend who fhould
be buried with their dead husbands. Asal
{o do the Indians, And Acofta reports that
the kings of Peru and the nobles of Mexi:
co had their wives, neareft friends and fer-
vants, kiled at their funerals, to bex
them company into the other world.

Cuph. This-is harfh, I muft confefs,Ee
iftor; ‘but, ¥ may be, not {o filly and un \
politick, For this cuftom might be begun
for the fafeguard of husbands and kings
from being poifoned by their wives, near
<ft friends and fervants.

- Ewfl, But what a mad folemnity was
that of the funeral of the great Cham of |
the Tartars,- which Paulus Venetus de-
{cribes, when his body was carried tothe
_mountain ¥ Alchai? For they flew every |
one they met in the way, horfe and man,
faying thefe words, Jte, & Domino noftro
regi fervite in altera vita. Itis thoughtno
lefs' than twenty thoufand men were flain

thus on this occafion at the funeral of the
ﬁ:‘cat Cham Mongu. There feems not in i

is fo much as any plot or policy, Cuplr
ophron, but mere favage barbarity.
: . Cujb. ’

* Deregion orient, 1. 1. ¢, §4¢
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- Cuph. It is very wikl indced, Euifor:
but the opinion of the immortality of the
foul dnd: perfonal diftinétnefs of the decea-
fed in the other life is both fober; religi-
~ous, and-philofophical; and the impreffi-
on of the-belief thereof on the fpirits of the
cople very ufeful and political, for the
aking'them warllke and juft; and this {o-
lemnity of more force to imprefs this be-
lief, than all the fitbtil ratiocinations of the
philofophers. R .
Euwiff. But it is fo barbaroufly cruel, O
Cuphophron, Coe
- Caph. Who knows, Euiftor, but moft of
thefe men were volunteers, and had a mind
to ferve the great Cham in the other world?
Otherwife they might have kept out of the
‘Way, And-the ambition of living princés
fends more to Orcus than this fuperftition
‘about the dead Cham of the Tartars,and,
‘methinks, in more uncouth circumftances,
‘Forhe that dies in the {erviceof his living
prince leaves him he ferves, but he that
dies in love to_the deceafed Cham goes to
the prince he loves, : ) ,
Euyift, Very clegantly anfwered, Cupho-
Pron‘, c. ".';[,'il".‘ <
. Hyl. Cuphophron is -fuch an' Oedipys,
that fe- w‘;lli ﬁizk at the folution of noPrid-
(- A [

G g XL The

Id
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‘their virtues.

Eyift. ButI have one.more to try his
Akill to the pu;mfe, ahaccullomary crue-
ty of the people.of Casalam, {uch as itds

hard'to fay whethier ubc morg iridiculous,
ot barbavous, .

- Cuph. I put’&c, Emﬁox, what 1313’ ’I
.lov¢ to hear {fuch flories, -~

-Euift, The. Iferqﬂamed “syther dcllc s

that the people in this country, whena
ryaveller F m: foreign natigns TOdges wld:
them, the man of the houfe, i heipe
- the flranger to'be one of 4n exte car-
‘1igge and Virtuous behaviour, ;prudent snd
- fober. in his words-and »fions, apd-vesy
emigent for his.gdodncls sad homelly, fic
-will-be-fure ta.get wp atmidnight.and kil
him, conceiting: that theveby he fhall fx
cever detain the predetde] viltug aad be-
.neflty, nay the wery foul; of this trdwellar
1n°his heuleg and that hemurbw:pww
‘al lodger. there.
.Bath, Surely Eviftor plays the vaxmé

Cuphoghron, and conmvns afory o, pole
jmﬂ JERNCTIN

Eug/i In the ‘word ofa gentlcman, B

thynious, I relate'nomere tharwipt 1 read,
and what. any one ¢lfe may read, in M
Paulus Vcnctus his hiftory of the orients]

o cou-
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osunteeys; i his, feeond beok and the for.
tieth: chapteér.

zi’b I could eafi fufpe& Hylobgrcs
effacha ‘piece of waggcry, but I believe
tBlt deal boma fide with me, and'

y no trickss and therefore I am glad:
lobwres has committed:this province to
kim. But as for his flory of the inhabitants,
ef Caraiam, ¥ do not (y ee that the caufe oft
the Pdyniiny:it muclt detrimented: theaeby,
Efboulth fesin.thefe Pagors. ‘were as gree-
dyafico wikrne as the czwlxzéJ nations after:
M(y -whio.ovdinarily murther the owner
themfelves meflors- of it: - They
therefo"e were more ignorant, but we more.
Wicked] Bur what l&nﬁhet myfery there:
may b in the matter no'man knows. It
my be they ‘intended: the, decealed for
“fome faw farmilioris, whofe foul they would:
popitiate by, fome religious ceremonies af-
wr ‘they had- trefpaffed fo  far on his bo-
dy, which they had killéd in honour and
Ieve to his virties, tho® with fmall kindnefs
to his perfon. Bét‘&hetlfer it be more to-
krable to murther men out of love to their
riugs, or out of batred to them, 1 leave,
35 a new difquifition, to more fubtil cafuifls. .
Lam fure the Jews: ‘had no other caufe than
that to kilt: our Saviour, altho>they-lived
tndet the inftitutés of no lefs noble-law-

Gga giver



-

314  Of the Providence of Gob.
giver than Mofes himfelf,. 'and were then:
the choiceft part of the civilized world. . .
. XII. Ofthe Anthropophagi or Cannibals,  .°
Hyl, You do but play swith Cuphophron..
I pray you, Euiftor, try what gzffa he hath.
foi the diet of the Cannibals. ., : - -
Euf?, Had not you bettgr réfume your
¥x~c}v’ince, Hylobares, and affault him your-
elf ? - T
.. Hyl. It canpot be 'in a better-hand than.
yours, Euiftor, who fo particularly remém-.
ber ftories, Befides that Cuphophiron is out
of all jealoufy of being abufed by, you,
which will make his anfwers tome off more
glbly. 0 el
. Euift. Well then, fince it mult bé fo, ‘F
will add to this fingle examplé of faying
men to feize vupon their fouls, that of mur-
thering them to if¢ed. wpon. their bodies; a -
villany, Cuphophron,very frequently men.
tioned as well in antient as-modern hiftori-
ans: as of the ‘Anthropophagi about the,
Nyflean mountains in India, which Eufta
thius notes; as alfo thofe of Scythia, no-
ted by Pomponius Mela. And Solinus takes
notice not only of thefe Anthropophagi of
$cythia, but mentions allo others in Athi.
opia. The truth of which things later dif
coveries feem to tatify. Chriftophorus Co-

lumbas tells us of Cannibals not far frgm
: Y : e
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the ifland Hifpaniola, that est man’s ficfh,
and falt or foufe it as we do-beef, pork,
bacon, and brawn :. That they geld thofe
‘ ::l{ take young, as we do capons, to

e them cat more tender;and keep wo-
amen alive to breed on, as we do hens to
lay eggs.. This fland of Canibgls is called
dnfula crucis, of which lyou may read more
-in the voyage of Columbus. | Fhe mgn. of
-Zipangai, (that belongsto the Tartar) if
they light on a ftrangér, unlefs he can re-
-deem himfelf, kill him and eat him, cal-
ling their friends and kinsfolks to the fealt.
In Timaine:a town of Caftello del Ora,
they fold Man’s flefh in the fhambles; as
:Coe&xog"raphérs write, As alfo that the Bra-
filians celebrate their feftivals, making
“themfelvés merry over the body of a fat
‘man cutinto callops;. and that the enemies
they.tike in war they roaft.and saf, dan-
«cing round about-themy, |- . -t

uph. Enough, . Eaiftor, my: ffomagh ‘is
Jurcharged already; nothing is more nau-
feous than the- fancy  of thoke things.is to
-me. Nor can.I devife what may be faid in
-the behalf of {o high barbaritigs. Only. it
is-to be noted, that. thelie.{ad iobjeéts arg
:more a torment to, the well-natured living
than any farther mifchief to the dead : and
that flaying..of men of . their-eftates and
o Ggj3 ...  livelyhood,

A}
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livelyhoed, ‘op ?ﬁking'hj'wz_‘:iléiﬂi&ai
an hirdet -Eréley o théifeflerero und that
it isnot fo neuch the bonfoience of decorwm,
@s queazinefs of Momack, that makes our
odatn Evropeans abltaim from their ons-
‘mres catcaffes. Befides, whether s it more
fbarbarous out of footn atid hatied to kil
Yifee to feed thelr dogs yyithal, as the Spat
'natds ufed the poor Indians; or for tht In-
‘dinfis or ‘other &m&ﬁ, ok bf an wppel-
tous liking of man’s flefh, mre Honoumb-
'}yﬁto bury ¢ in thelt ownibowiels? afimend-
dolemmity that fotne of vhemule, und think
4t the laflogeed ded thiey ean o forthelr
decealed friendi Whistefore mie ot only
‘make this deplorable vonclofion, Tharohe
unmerifulnels of the Europesms is ot
lefs, buttheir hypoetifie more, thrah that of
‘the uneivilized Indians, - Forthat homot
‘they. profefs: and-abhowency foom. thefdh
of dead men (which inftiné, quefiionles,
‘God ‘and nzftse has implanted in'gsas s
“bar agaiiift-all cruelty to out kind)dodsndt
%eep them off from: doing: atl the:sead o
‘elty that is:cemmitted by the favage nati
‘ons, ‘Whenee they{eem o merio ‘e felf
-condemued, while théy boggle athe idb
‘kinds of cruelty, shd fofrequentty pradlife
the - greater; flrainimg at 'the gnat, (as &
is fa'd) but in the: mosn - time . fanallomung
down the camel, [ Sophr.
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.- Bophr. }-promife you, Cuphophron, I
flid not thank you gould have made fo
paffable werk out of fo crooked and knot-
¥y a matter, A ldalt thus much I think is
srue, That to them that make fo lighe
of war and blood-fhed and murthering of
men to feize on what they hawe, to them,
J fay, - 10 whom this fubftential cruels
foems, tolgtable,thefe men fhould not thin
it :intelerable.iw Brovidence, that fhe per-
iss thole &h\e}' and more ianocuous tha-
dows thereaf. For all thole feeming cruel-
ties are but the flagellation: of the abfent,
and they take up end ufe at their pleafure
soly; whet he hgs left :: but the killing-and
murthering of 8 men is a prefent torment-
ag him, and forcible driving him out of
all ghat-be hes. Which I fpeak to fhame
she eivilized mations, in Hiewing them
that they:frequently commit acls that are
infinitely mere cruel and barbarous thag
shofe whick they themfelves judge the
molt horrid and-ousragious of all thie afts
of the Basbariaps. . o
. Guph. T sm glad, O Sophron, to fec fo
gravesajndgwens fall in with mine.
Saphr. I muft confefs, Cuphiophron, that
i haye-magde & pretty fhufimg fhow of
mirigating the harfhgefs of the focular bar.
haticy of the Raynins, as you call .t_hc,gl:
. ) u
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but I fedr you will not have half the furc-
cefs in ‘palliating thc grofs enomunes of
their religions. ~ -

Hyl. And that, SoPhron, is the very
.next thing that I would have Euiftor to
exercife Mr. Advocate-general’s wit in,

o Enjt. In what, Hylobares.? -~ .
XHI Of the atheifm and the'polytheifm of the Barbarians,
In finding any’tolerable excufe
for tﬁen‘ groj.'f opinions touching God, for
‘their polytheifin and idolatry, for their men
Jacrifices, devil-wor/bip, ﬁzcrgﬁcmg nien to
the devd, and the like., - -

Euift, T undetftind you, Hylobares, and
fhall accordingly propeund inftances to Cu-
‘phophron. In the firft plice, therefore, Cu-
phophron, I pray you, what do you fay
to the Brafilians, that- are reported to ac-
knowledge no God at all; and yet to be
{o addicted to dwmatwn, 'that. they grow
mad therewith ?

Cuph. Tothis I anfwev That in that
they are fo much addiéted to divination, t
is a {ufpicion that they do believe there is
a God ; and may be {landered as Atheifls,
becaufe they woxﬁnp 1o sdols nor ' any -
ﬁble objelt.

Euift. That is very chantably fm'mxzcd
of you, Cuphophron.

Cnpb But fuppofe -they be Atl'c;]{#fa

. oW
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how ‘many thoufands are there of fuch
¥ind of cattle in the moft civilized parts of
Europe? . . , '

- - Euif?. But others of the Indians, Cupho-
1o make amends, hold more Gods
than one. ‘They of New-England worfhip«
ped Kefan their good God, and the devil
befide, that ke might not hurt them.
~. Cuph. And fo by worfhipping the devil
acknowledged two foveregn powers or
principles,a good one and abad one : which
tho’ .1t. be a great errour, yet is fuch
as vety ‘great wits have fallen into, . For.
St. Auguftin himfelf, before he became.
Chriftian, was a Manichee. And Phutarch,
i his fis and Ofirés, cntitles Plato tothe
like S¥rour! é-#m?‘ -\va"ﬁ mvé}:osm Tor
#oguov, He tells us alfo that Zoroafter was’
of the fame opinion ; and that they nimed:
 thefe two diftin&t principles Oromafdesand
Areimanius ; and that the Egyptian Ofiris,
and Typhon anfwer to them, So that itis
not any fign of o great fottifhpefs, if the,
Barbarians of America were lapfed .into
this ftrange miftake. o
. Eujft. But your Paynims, O Cupho-
phron, feem to have made not only two,
but even two thoufand deities, while they

worfhipped fun, moon, ftars, beafts and
plants,
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plants; fea; land, wind, thinder, caves;hills;
the talleftand moftfpreadingirees,naywihats
ever living-creature they met with fieftin -
& morning, as: Teste chufe-valettibes, or
rther not chuft them, ..but embrace the
ﬁrﬁthz meet on Valentine’s day..

. Cuph. This chonet: be- dented, Euiflos,
but that - the barbareus: nations - did religis
aus worthip:to-intumerable :objats-of this |
kind, but not asito the fnpréme: Pawerof |
all, (which was the primary e ultimate o
je€t of all their.adoration) but.rather aite |
mages.and fymbols: of that ultisate ebjelli
And _how.. great: i pars of tha: civilized
world, even 6f them tha are called: Chtd
flians; centend:that the worfhipping:of & |
meges in fuch & fanfe &.this. is. Lggdabls
and right? .~ -

- Egiff. T think ok much-wihat aliie
tpudable, e

> Buth, T have thought often of this point;
and that very impartiafly. as well aganxt |
oufly, ant I cannot for my Iifs fiod sny
excufe for thofe of the Roman ¢hurch to
¢lear them from: idelatry, but the fame
with better advaptage may be alledged for
the Pagans, they’ having na written lawe
gainft worlhippfig images as the Romanift

Bave, whoicknowledge the Bible tobeé the
Wordof God, - .-~ .

S XIV. Of
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wift, Thatis yery material. But what
mitigation can you find.out, O Cuphe-
ghron, for that horrid apd hidcous way
of worfhipping thefe objes, as that of
Scythians about Taurica Cherfonefus, whe
-factiﬁafd&mm.w Dispa, that is, to'the
mo0n P LR

-Cypb. Thisis very harfh: butIpray ym
let méaﬂ: you this?aeﬁ quettion, Euiftor,
Did never any man fuffer in the civilized
pans of Eurqpe, for being eftranged from
Sortain . veligtous - haaacies .wvhich blopdy
ad-tysmnical ebtruders ugged upon them
der na lofs poesley then death?

L. I muk-‘confels that hifory fur-
gifkes:us with inflgnces of-not only many
hecatombs,, but fevesal theufands of holo-
caufls of ;mea’s fefh buichered by that
bloady ghysch jaf Rome, .and ..fa,criflzzd te
the honon; ‘and,smtereft of their great Dis-
23, You know what I mean, Cuphophron.

Cuph. 1 do.And I pray you how much
better is this then the Pagaas facrificiog of
men to Diang Tgprica ?

Euift. Both exceeding had: and yet I
muft propofe to you other things as ill or
#orley: As that-barbarous cuftom of  the
Ammonites, who facrificed their children
. Molech or -Milchom in the valley of
. ) ‘Tophet,

-



Tophet, fo called from the Drim that
was there beat to drown the lamentable
_ cries of the mutthered infarits, ~ -~

.~ Cuph. This I muft confefs is exceeding
barbarous, Euiftor, to facrifice tho’ buta
fingle {on to that cruel idol. But, methinks,

Of the Providence of Gop." 322

it feems more deftructive to mankind, that

thofe that either are or ought to be putres
‘patrie, (I mean great princes and empe-
rors) unprovoked by any injury, but mere-
ly out of 3 defire of dominion and rule,are
o lavifh of the blood of their fubjeéts, 4
to expofe numerous armies of them to the
flaughter ; they fmothering in the memn
time the groans of the dying and maimed
by the found of drums and ttampets, snd
other clattering noifes. of war, while they
thus facrifice to'the cruel idol of ambitien,
*-as'the Ammonites to Milchom in the val
ley of Tophet. And will hiftory acquit the

‘civilized 'world of this piece of barbarity,

Euiffor ? .- e
Euift. The grand Seignior is deeply
“guilty of this-cruel kind of idolatry : and
I wif; it were not to be found too muchin
Chriftendom itfelf. : : '
“ Cuph. Sodo L. IR
* Ewift, But, God be thanked, we ar¢
fo clear from one hotrid crime of the Pz
gans, that-we have nothirg like itin Chet

~ ftendom. Cuph,
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Cuph. What’s that, Euiftor ?
~ XV. Of their worfhipping the devil,

Euift. Why,itisthe worfhipping the ver
9evi[/l himfg;f'. Which thazpthg Pagan};
did, is manifeft from their temples and
images, from the madnefs of their priefts,
and from their facrifices. The Peruvians
vorfhipped two carved idols, a black

Mtancf a long ferpent, both of them per-
e& fymbols of Satan, and fuch as himfelf
loves to appear in. In the city of Goa
their pagods or idols are of fo deteftable a
form, that no man can imagine how ugly
and deformed they are: yet thefe they
confult as oracles, and by the power of
the devil have anfwers from them, The
Chinois alfo worfhip a devil-idol ftanding
onan high, but fomething dufkifh, place
of their temples, having two huge horns
on his head, with a moft terrible counte-
nance, with fharp claws inftead of hands
and feet, and his head uglily flarting out
from the midft of his breaft, as Gotardus
defcribes him.  But the moft horrible de- .
{eription of a temple is that of the king of
Calecup’s, where they worfhip his god
Deumo: for the true god Tamerani he
ferves not, becaufe, tho’ he made the
world, yet he has given up the govern-

lent of it, as theﬁ concelt, to Deumo.
h This-
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This temple -has its entrance garnifhed
with numbers of devils made in wood
- artificially turned and carved. Inthe’
midft of the chapel there is a feat like
a throne of brafs, with a brazen devil fit-
ting upon it, witha crown on his head,
like that of the Roman portiff, (as Luds-
vicus Romanus defcribes it) out of which
- come three horns. There are four others

alfo that turn in after fuch a manner, 23
that they feem to fupport his head. He
has alfo four teeth ftanding out of his fout
wide gaping mouth, and a threatning look,
with terrible ftaring eyes, and hands with
“erooked nails like to hooks ; but his feet
not unlike to a cock’s. In every corner
of the chapel is likewife placed a devil
made of brafs, with fuch art, as that he
feems to be in the midft of flames wherein
fouls are fcorched in moft direful manner,
whom the devil alfo is devouring up, put-
ting one foul into his mouth with his right
hand, and reaching underneath at another
- with the left,

Cuph. If there had been written upon
the walls of the chapel, Primus in orb
Deos fecit timor, (as they fay thére is it
Mahomet’s Mofco's, Non eft nifi Dews
#nys) all had been complete. :
Euift. Can there be any thing poffibly

. i C- Paralle.l
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parallel to this, Cuphophron, amongft our
civilized Europ ?

Cupb. 1 think nothing, unlefs it be the
religion of the Superlapfarians, the object
whereof is fnfinite power unmodified by
either juflice or goodnefs : which is that ve-
ryidol of Typhon or Arimanius 1 {poke
of For this imagination of ommuipotent
power and wilj alting without any regard
wjuftice or goodnefs, is but an idol, no
real thing. If it were, it were more hor-
rible than the Indian Deupo, or any de-
vil thatis. But it could not be God’: For
God is love, and cvery thing afls accord-
ing to what it is.

Soi;lv. Very well argued, Cuphophron.

Philop. TIn many things Cuphophron
feems to be on & more than ordinary good
pin to day.

Euif.” But I believe he muft ftretch his
Wit to an higher pin than he has done hi-

0, to pretend to make any tolerable
anfwer to what follows.

XVL Of their facrificing men to the devil.

. Cuph. 'Why, what ftrange thing is that
which follows, Euiftor? S

Euif. The ({actificing of men to the
devil,” Thofe of Peru frequently facti-
fice their children for the fuccefs of the
affaiss of their Jn ua,h for health, vifory;

. - 2 or
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or the like. The fon was alfo frequent-
1y facrificed for the health of the gther.
They of Mexico had a cuftom of facrific.
ing of their captives. Whence their kings
were often flirred up by their priefis o |
make war upon their neighbours, to get
_ captives to facrifice to the devil, they tel- |
ling them their gods died for hunger, and
that they fhould remember them. The |
devil alfo himfelfis faid to appear in Flr |
rida, and to complain that he is thirfty,
that human blood may be prefently fhed !
to quench his thirft, - - ‘.
- 'The folemnity of facrificing captivesto |
Vitziliputzly in Mexico within the palifs |
do of dead mens feulls is moft horrid and
direful : where the high prieft cutopen
their breafts with a fharp flint, and pulled °
out their reeking hearts, which he fit -
fhew’d to the fun, to whom he offered it,
but then fuddenly turnidg to the idol, cat |
- it at his Tace; and with a kick of his foot
- tumbled the body from the tarrafs he flood
upon down the ftairs of the temple, which
were all embrew’d and defiled with blood.
Thefe {acrifices alfo they ate, and clothed

themfelves with the fkins of the flain.
Cuph. Now certainly this cuftom of the
Americans is very horrible and abomi:
nable, thus bloodily to facrifice men to
- - : that
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that enemy of mankind, thedevil. And
therefore it were very happy if we had no- -
thing in thefe civilized parts of the world
that bore the leaft thadow of fimilitude
* with it .

Euift. Why< have we any thing, Cu-
phophron ?

Cuph. Why ? what is the greateft hor-
;Bur ;hat furprizes'you in this cuftom, Eu.

or ¢
- Euift, To fay the truth, Cuphophron,
Ido n‘g: find myyfclf fo {ubtile :?nd cﬁﬁin&
aihilofophcr as explicitely to tell you
what, but Ethink it is, firft, That man-
kind fhould worfhip fo ugly and execrable
an objet as the devil ; and then in the
fecond place, That they fhould facrifice
fo worthy and noble a thing as an buman
body, which is in capacity of becoming
the temple of the Holy Ghoft, to fo de-
teflable an idol.
- Cuph. You have, I think, anfwered
very right and underftandingly, Euiftor, -
if you rightly conceive what makes the
devil fo deteftable. ,

Euift, Surcly his pride, eruelty and
malignity of nature, and in that all /ove
and goadnefs is extinét in him, which if
e could recover, he would prefently be- -
come an angel of ll_ilght. L
‘ h 3 ~ Bath.
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Bath. Euiftor has anf{wered . excellent.

ly well, and like a myftical theologer.
Euift. To tell you the truth, I had it

outof them, .

. Cuph. But if he has anfwered right, B

thynous, it is a fad confideration, that we

have in the civilized parts of the world
thofe that profefs a more. odious religion
than the Mexicans that facrifice men to
the devil, I mean, the Superlap/arians.Fot
the objeét of their worfhip is a God-idol of
their own framing, that aéts merely accor-
ding to will and power {equefired fromall
refpeét to cither juflice or goadnefs, as1
noted before, which is the genuine des of
a devil. To which idol they do not, as the
Mexicans, facrifice the mere bodises of men,
but their very fouls alfo; not kicking them
down a tarrafs, but arbitrarioufly tumbling
them down into the pit of hell, there to be
eternally and unexpreflibly tormented, for
no other reafon but becaufe this their dread-
ful idol will have it fo. Can any religion
be more horrid or blafphemous than this?

Hyl. I perceive you begin to be drawn
dry, O Cuphophron, you are fain fo t0
harp on the fame ftiing. This is but your
Typhon and Areimanius you mentioned
before. I expe&ed fome more proper and
adecuate parallelifms to Euiftor’s frefh 1

. - ftances,
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flances, elpecially to that of facrificing to
the idol Vitziliputzly. ' '

Cuph. Do you think then, Hylobares,
that it is fo hard a thing to find {omething
in the civilized world more peculiarly pa-
rallel to that dreadful ceremony? What
think you of the Roman Pontiff ?

Ewmsff. How madly does Cuphophron’s
fincyrove? and yethow luckily had he hit
itif he had but made ufe of the ufual name
Papa ? For that is alfo the title of the high
prieft of Mexico,who facrifices men to Vit-
aliputzly, as Jofephus Acofta } tells us.

Cuph. 1 thank you for that hint, Euiftor:
It feems then there will be a confonancy
betwixt the verbal titles as well as an anae
logy betwixt the things themfelves,

I. I would gladly hear that analogy,
Cupﬁophron. Not that I fhould take any
fuch great pleafure in finding the papacy
foobnoxious, but ¢hat it pleafes me to ob-

ferve the verfatil fleights and unexpefted

turnings of your movable fancy.

Cuph, Nor care I to tell you for either
the one or the other, Hylobares, but that

may adorn the province 1 have underta-
ken“in the behalf of the poor Paynim.
The analogy therefore briefly is this: That
as the bigh prieft of Mexsco with his off-
S - eers

1 Hig. Ind, Bib, 5. ;.' 14 )
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cers pulled out the beart of the captives,
kicking down theit bodies for the affiffents
to ear their flefb; and clothe themfelves
with their fins : fo the Roman Pontiff,
by his crael smquifitors difcovering the
true religion ojg the fasthful [ervants of
Chrift, whom they hold in a forcible cap-
tivity, murthered them, and gave their ¢-
ates for a fpoil to his cruel minifters and
affiftents, to feed and clothe them. Does not
this occur often enough in hiftory, Euiftor? |

Eu;'{l‘. It cannot be denied, many thow
fands have been thus butchered. ,

Hyl. But to whom were they faerificed,
Cuphophron? you have omitted a princi
pal term that ought to have beeninthe |
analogy. : |

Cuph. I would I knew what Vitzilipuiz
ly fignified. |

Euift. If that will doyou any fervice,I |
can tell you what it fignifies exprefly out
-of/iofep us Acofta, viz, + The lefe-hand of
a Jbimsng feather. ;

Cuph. Very good, very good : have ps
tience then alittle. Why may not then the
Jun eafily fignify the heavenly glory, or the
glory of God ; and this fbining featber the
vain and foolifp pomp and glery of 1he
world, or the pride of life ¢ |
" Hyl, That is not much ftrained, Cuphe-

phron ; but what then ? Cuphs
+ Hift, Ind, lib. 5. cap. 9o
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Cuph. Wherefore as the high prieft of
Mexico pretends to facrifice to the fun,
fhewing lfim the fmoaking heart of the
captive when he has pluck’d it out, but
Frefent] turns about, and does really and
ubftantially caft the heart of the facrificed

tothe idol Vitziliputzly: fo the Roman -

high prieft, when he murthers holy and
tighteous men (under pretence of herefic)
for denying fuch falfhoods and blafphe-
Mies as are only held wup for the fupport- -
Ing the intereft of the papal fovereignty -
and fublimsty, pretends théfe murthers fa-
trifices to the glory of God, and for the vin-
dication of bss honour ;whenasthey are real-
lyand truly bloody oblations and cruel Holo-
caufts offered up to that idol of abominati-
ons, pride of [pirit, and vain mundane glo-
1y and pomep, and a remorfelefs tyranny o
ver the fouls and bodies of men : which is

fuch a quinteflential Lucifer, that it is that - *

whereby Lucifer himfelf becomes a devil.
. Hyl. All this from Vitziliputzly fignify-
Ing the left-hand of o flining feather. Ha,
3, he, Wit and fancy whether wilt thou
802 How merrily-conceited is Cuphophron,
that can thus play with a feather? .
Sophr. 1 promife you, Hylobares, tho’

the fancy of Cuphophron may feem more -

than ordinarily ludibund and lightfomely
Y ludb g'fportﬁﬂ,
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" fportful, yet what he points at {feems tobe
over-lamentably true, ¥iz. That many
thoufands of innocent fouls have bea
made burnt-offerings to the Jucifersan pride
of the Roman bierarchy, snd the fons of
- God (which is worfe than the Mexicans
. cafe) thus cruelly and perfidioudly facrife
ced to the firfl-born of the devil.
Euift. This is too true to contend &
guinit it. : ’
Hyl, T wifh it wete not fo, But inthe
mean time we can never take Cuphaphios
atalofs. :
. Euift, Bo methinks, and I have but on¢
kmtg more of tragical inflances to pofc him
with, :
" XVIL Of felf:facrificers.
- Euift. In fome parts of the world they
are their own executioners; as thofe o
Narcinga and Bifsagar, who cut thel
fleth in pieces, and caft it on the idol
face, or putting a piece of their own f
on the pile of an arrow, fhoos it up MO
the air in honour to their pagods, as
‘tardus writes. After which ceremosy
they cut theit own throats, offering ther
felves a facrifice to their idol. ‘The kie§
of Quilacare, upom a filk {caffold, in VIeW
of his people, after fome folemn wafhiogs
sad prayers, having firlt cut off his m;‘:t
. . : Calsy
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ears, lips, and other parts, cuts his own
throat, as a f{acrifice to his idol. Gotar-
dus, as 1 remember, adds, that there is
loud mufick founding all the time. ‘This
isdone every jubilee.

C:;ﬁb. Whether Satan put them upon
this flavery out of his fcorn and hatred of
mankind, or that he pleafes himfelf in
fecling his own power, or in feeing ex.
amples of the great affeltion and fidelity
of his vaffals, (as imperious whores pride
themfelves in commanding their lovers
fome fignal hardfhip or penance, as being
2 more fure teftimony (if they perform it)
ofa more than ordinary worth in them-
felves, that has engaged them in o ‘per
feét a bondage) or whether it be out of all
thi;fe put together, is not fo requifite to

ute, :
lyl. No more is it, Cuphophron, it is
folintle to the prefent purpofe.

Cuph. But I was coming to fomething
Which is more near to the purpofe, name-
ly, That the neareft to thefe felffacrificers
® Satan are thofe fad difciples of certain
Myftae of dark and fowr difpenfations,
Who, having no knowledge of a Deity
ut fuch as is reprefented unto them in the
dreadful fhape of the Indian Deumo a.
Yove defcribed, (that is, #/7 and Pozg.ﬂ”

is-
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disjoined from all jz;/lice and goodnefs)
having firft almoft fretted a-pieces their
very heart-ftrings with tormenting thoughts
and anxious fufpicions, do at laft either
hang or drown themfelves, or elfe cut
their own throats, as a fad facrifice tothat
qu/lly sdol which their falfe teachers had
et up in their. melancholized fancies, But
no Amulet againft fuch diabolical impo-
ftures comparable to that divine faying of
St. Fobn, God is love ; and he that i
;:‘b in love, abideth in God, and God in
’m‘ ’ .
XYL The i of rovdne i et

Sophr. Thatis very profitably and fez
fonably noted, O Cuphophron : and tho’
my judgment is not fo curious as to_crit
cize on the perpetual exaétnefs of yout
applications of the fad mifcarriages of the
civilized parts of the world to thofe grofs
diforders of the Barbarians ; yet your

* . comparifons in the general have very

much imprefled that note of Philotheus up-
on my fpirit, That the more external 4
grofs enormities committed by the barbs
rous nations, are as it were a reprehew
five fatyr of the more fine and hypocritict
wickedneffes of the civilized countries i
that thefe civilized finners, abomint;ﬁlfg
A ofe
4
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thofe wilder extravagancies, may withal
give fentence againft their own nolefs
wickednefs, but only in a lefs-ugly drefs.
Whence it cannot be fo great wonder that
Providence lets fuch horrid ufages emerge
in the world, that the more affrightful face
of fin in fome places might quite drive out
allfimilitude and appearance of it in others,

Bath, True, Sophron; but this alfo I
conceive may be added, That divine Pro-
vidence having the full comprehenfion of
all the periods of ages, and the fcenes of
thin gu:cccding in thefe periods, in her
mind, permitted at firft and afterwards
fome parts of the lapfed creation to pl'unge
them{elves into a more palpable darknefs,
that 2 more glorious light might fucceed
and emerge. The lovely fplendor of which
Divine difpenfafion would not ftrike the
beholders fo vigoroufly, did he not caft
his eyes alfo upon that region of blacknefs
and fad tyranny of the devil in preceed-
ing ages over deluded mankind, fuch as
Euiftor has fo p'entifully difcovered, All
thefe things therefore feem to have been
permitted in defign to advance the glory
and adorn the triumph of the promifed
Meffias, the true Son of God and Saviout
of the world, i

Saphr. That maiy'vcry well be, Bathy-

i ‘ nous.

[
¥
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nous. Norisit any injuftice or feverity
in God to make ufe of the impenitency

.of finners to better purpofes than either
themfelves or wiler perfons .are many
times aware of. But we intetrupt Euiftor
by this unfeafonable defcanting upon Cu
phophron’s performances.

XIX. The.madaefs of the pricfts of the Pagans. .

Euif}. 1 was only a-going to add fome-
thing of the madnefs of the heathenifh
priefts, as the laft note of the fatanicalnefs
of their religion. But it is fcarce worth
the while.

Cuph. Nay by all means let’s hear that

- alfo, Euiftor.

* .£uift. That the Menades, the priclts
of Bacchus, were mad, appears in their
very name, whofe notation is from that
diftemper. 'The prieft of the Samadees,
a people fubjeét to the Mufcovite, begins
his holy things with houwding, whichhe
continues till he grows mad with it, and
then falling down dead, after orders his
facrifice, and finifhes the folemnity he was
about. The Hoxiones alfo, or pricfts
China, when they confult their oracl'%';
caft themfelves on the ground, flretching
out their hands and feet, another reading
in a book, to whom are refponfes made

by fome affiftents that fing and make?
. : poife
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noife with bells or cymbals. Inthe mean
time the- fpirit comes upon him that lies
proftrate, who, rifing with ftaring eyes and
diftorted countenance, falls a-prophefying
and anfwering fuch queftions as the by-
ftanders demand, .

Cuph. "Fhefe are mad guizes of religion
indeed, and yet not an unfit refemblance
of as mifchievous a madnefs amongft too
: mag of our more civilized religionifts.

- Euif?. T believe you mean the howling
Quakers, as uncivil as they are. For they
began in that tone at firft, and fell down
dead in trances, and afterwards, getting
up fell a-prophefying, uttering out of their
{woln breafts very dark oracles, declaring
againft all orderand. ordinances, decrying:
all reafon as a work of the flefh; and pre-
tending to an unaccountable {pirit, and to
alight within that is invifible to all with~
out who have not loft their fpiritual cye-
fight. None conceive they fee it but fuch
asare either blind or inthe dark,

Cuph. There are great and good things
the é’uakers pretend to, Euiftor, but
they {oil them by fo wild a way of profef-
fion of them, and indeed in particulars
{feem to contradi€ what with fo loud a
voice they in the general extol. But that
tadne(s I hinted at is more epidemical

: Ilia than
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than this feét, there being more befides
thefe that never think themfelves divine-
ly-wife till they grow fo ftaringly mad, -
that the eye of reafon {cems 10 have quite
- ftarted out of their head, and fumes and
fancies to be the fole guides of their
tongue, ‘ |
Sopbr. I fuppofe, Cuphophron, you
perftringe that genera} difeafe of unge
vernable enthufiafim difperfed up and down |
in Chriftendom. And yet there is another
kind of religious madnefs more fpreading |
and no lefs mifchievous than this, =
- Cuph. X pray you what is that, Sophren?
- Seph. So fix’d and fierce a beliefinan
infallible priefthood, that what they dic-
tate for an oracle, be it never fo repugnant ‘
to all our ousward fenfes, to all our inter
pal facultics of smagination, reafon and wr-
derftanding, never: fo contradi€tious to
whatfoever is boly, virtuous, or humane,
yet they embrace and ftick to it with that
- zeal and heat, that they fly in the faces
and cut the throats of not only them that
gainfay, but even of thofe that will not
profefs the fame abominsble errors with
themfelves. If fo enraged an heat, kindled
upon fo enormous a miftake as -never any-
lunatick could think or fpeak more contra-
dictioufly, joined with as high outrages-
, A s
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a8 ever mad-man did commit, for all man-
ner of murther and cruelty, if this temper
or {pirit be not the fpirit of madnefi, and
that of the higheft ftrain, I know not what
belongs to the fpirit of fobriety.

Cuph. Certainly it muft be a great mat-
ter that thus tranfports Sophron,and makes
him fomething unlike his ufual felf.

Sopbr. 'To tell you the truth, I had
mine eye on the Artolatria of the Roma-
nifts and their article of tranfubflantiation,
with all the wild concomitants and fequels
thereof, |

Cuph. You could not have pitched up-
on a greater reproach of the civilized
world, I profe& unto Sophron, tho’ no
man can havea greater avcrg\tion than my-
felf from flighting or reviling that which
others embrace as the moft {acred and fo-
lemn point of their religion; yet amongft
ourfelves I cannot but declare, that this fig-
ment of tranfubfiaptiation comprifes in 1t
fuch a bundle of Barbarities, ofp unhezrd-of
fottifhneffes,and favage cruelties,thatthere
18 no one. thing parallelto itin all Paganifm,

_ The manifold impoftures of the priefts of
the Pagans, their dvﬁgwwo@tw’a » Whe--
ther it be the feeding on the flefb of ene-
mies, or entombing the bodies of their dead
Sfriends in their own bellies, whether their

lig .groj,'s
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grofs idolatries in the general, or their fi-
crificing men to their sdols, all thefe abo-,
minations are as it were tied tegether in
this fititious fardel of tranfubflantiation.
“ For was there ever any Indian fo impofed
upon by their Priefts, as to believe they
had a power by a certain form of words to
turn a cake of maize into aliving man,and
that the miracle is done by them, the’ the
cake of maize appear ftill to their fight, to.
their touch, and all their other fenfes, as
perfedt a cake of maize as before? And
haw can thefe look upon the Indians as
{uch a barbarous people, for either feed-
ing on their enemies, or burying their dead
friends in their own bowels, whenas they
themfelves profefs that they eat and grind
a-pieces with their teeth, not dead, but
living man’s-flefh, and that not of an ene-
my, but their deareft friend and Savious?
Can any thing feem more barbarous than
this? And then to uphold this figment,
(which feems inventcg only for the pomp
and vain-glory of the prieft, that he may
be accounted a ftupendous wonder-worker,
a creator of his Creator) to maintain this fi-
&ion, 1 fay, by the murtheéring many a
thoufand innocent fouls that could not
comply with the inmipofture, what is this

inferior
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inferior to facrificing captivesto the idol
,Vitziliputziy, as I intimated before ?

-Sophr. 1 am glad to fee you, Cupho-
phron, fo heartily refent the - unfufferable
wickednefs of that peint’ of the Roman re-
ligion. I thought you had been fo high.
flown g philofopher, that you had taken
no notice, .no not fo much: as of thefe grof-
fer mifcarriages in the religions of the
world : which had been an unpardonable
negleét. :

- Cuph.If T flew higher than the ftrongeft-
winged fowls are faid to do'in the time of -
peftilence, yet the fcent and noifomenefs -
of this crafs and barbarous mifcarriage
could not but ftrike my noftrils very hot- -
ly, and detain my fight.

Sophr.” Fhe truth s, Cushophron, that
no phenomenon in all Providence has more
confoundingly dltonifhed me and amazed
me than this of tranfubflantiation in all its -
circumftances. If the priefts of Peru had
thus impofed upon thofe favages, how
fhould we either have bemoaned them or
derided them ! O poor Peruvians! O
fottifh and witle[s Paynims, devoid of all
fenfe-andwreafon, that are thus [hamefully
impofed upon by their deceitful priefts !
Or elfe, O miferable people, that muft ei-
ther profefs what it is impofible for any

one
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one entirely in his wits to believe, or clfe
muft be murthered by the grim officers of- -
the ITngua, incenfed againft them by the
complaints of an impofturous and bloody
Priefthood! But this to be done in the moft
civilized parts of the world! -
Hyl. Nay,this confideration would make

- any one figh deeply as well as yourfelf,
but me efpecially.” Does not this, O So-

hron, fubvert utterly all the belief of
grovidcnce in the world ?

- Sophr. God forbid, Hylobares. No, it
more firongly ‘confirms it, there nothing
happening to degenerated Chriftendom in
all this but what is expreffty preditted in
the holy Oracles; * That in the time of the
man ajy fin, God would [end upon them
that Joved not the truth [lrong delufions,
that they fhould believe a lig ; and particu-
larly pointing at this reproachful figment
of tranfubftanttation, it is faid of the beaft,
that he fhould } blafpheme the tabernacle
of God, which undoubtedly is the body of
Chrift ; which, for the enhancing of the
glory -of the Prieft,they thus foully debafe
and abufe, _

Hyl. Thefe things neither Cuphopliron,
as I think, nor myfelf are fo well verfed
in as fully to judge of; but we prefume

‘much
* 2 Thefl. 2, 13, 12, + Apoc, 13,
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much of your judgment and gravity, O
Sophron y whigh is no fmall eafe to Zs,for
the prefent,

Cuph, In the mean time, nylobares, 4
hope you have fpent all your force againft
me and my Paynims. .
. XX Of their religious methods of living in orderto fu-

ture happinefs.

Hyl. Not all, but the chiefeft, or rather
ina manner all : for my other remarks on
the barbarous nations touching their reli-
glons are more flight, and fuch as bear
100 obvious a refemblance to the known
mifcarriages of Chriftendom ; fuch as the
over-{evere, or over-loofe, metheds of liv-
ing in reference to future happinefs. An
example of the latter whereof may be the
doftrine of the Bowzii of Fapan, who
teach the people, that if they pr:ﬁ' but te

ida and Zaca, two holy men that lived
hete, and fatisfied for the fins of the
world, tho’ they do it but carelefly and re-
miflly, yet they fhall not fail of everlaft-
Ing happinefs. : L

Euf?. But Gotardus taxes thefe Bouzit
for a religious order of atheifts. .

 Cuph. And yet feveral feéts in Chriften-
dom that would be thought no atheifts, as

e Antinomians and Libertings, and o-

thers that would be loth to be noted by
- thofe
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thofe namies, have too great an affinity
with thefe Bouzii and their followers inv
their life and do&trine. ButI {pare them.
But what inftances have you of the over-
fevere method, Euiftor ? S
Euift, There is an odd example of the
Indian Abduti, who fot a time lived very
rigidly and feverely, butthat difpenfation
once being pafled over, they gave them-
felves up to all diflolutenefs, and con-
ceited they might do fo with authority.
Cuph. ’{‘hat 1s very ealy to parallel to
the condition of fome fpsritualifts, who,
under pretence of having fubdued the
fleh by more than ordinary aufterities,
and of having afrived to the liberty of the
Spirit, return again to the grofs liberties of
the flefh, tothe great grief and {candal of
the more fobér profeflors of teligion.
Eusft. Some chafte votaries of the Turks,
fet a great iron-ring on their yard, ufing
themfelves as we do our mares that they
may not take horfe. Thofe of .Mexsco-
flit that member for the fame devout pur-;
pofe. =~ - .
Cuph. This is a fign that thefe chafie.
votaries are in good earncft. But to pre-
tend to undertake a vow of chaftity more
ftrong than iron ov adamant, and yet to
lie with other mens wives rather ;_l_zin ;;
: te
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breakit, is fuch a myfterious- juggle op
contradiétious point of hypocrify, that the
very pagans would be athamed of it.
- Eugf?. 'They might be fo indeed, Cu-
phophron, nor does there any thing of
importance occur to my mind that looks
like a fullen piece of feverity in Pa.
gunifin, but the fame may be pro.
duced in the very fame terms in the pre-
fent Romanifin ; “as long and tirefome pil-
grimages, voluntary whippings and {courg-
ings, tmmoderate watchings and faftings,
and thelike, "Thefe are the exercifes al-
fo even of them that ferve idols and wor-
fhip the devil, as well gs of them that
Ef:tend to be the genuine fervants of the
Lord Fefus.

Hyl, But is ‘there nothing obfervable
touching their opinions of the other flate,
1 order to which they may undergo thefe
bardhips ? _

XXI. Of their opinions touching the other flate, .

Euiff. That is worth the noting, that
moft of the barbarous nations have fome
glimpfe or furmize of the foul’s immorta-
lity, and of a flate after this life. But it
15 often mixed with very feat conceits. As
they of Peru hold that after death men
¢at and drink and wantonize with women,

Cuph. Who knows but that they may

' underftand
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underftand that myftically, as the Perfi
ans expound like paffages in Mabomer's
Alcoran ? -

Bath, Befides, thefe Europeans feem to
me in fome fort to peruvianize, that think

" - they can by bargain and contra& buy fu-

ture happinefs with money as we do fields
and orchyards in this life; not confidering
that if paradife be not opened within us by
virtue of true regeneration into the divine
life, all the wealth in the Jndies will not
purchafe an entrance into the eternal pe
- radife in heaven,

Euift. 'The Brammans alfo in the Eqf-
Indies have a moft ridiculous conceit touctr
ing the tranfmigration of fouls, namely,
that the reward of a virtuous foul is, that
fhe may pafs out of a man’s body intothe
body of a.cow. :

Cuph. That’s ridiculous indeed, ifthe
expreflion be not fymbolical, and hint not
fome more notable thing to us than we ar¢
aware of. For that the tranfmigration of
mens fouls into the bodies of beafts has 4
myftical or moral meaning both Plato and
fome of his followers have plainly enough
intimated,

Euift. And Gotardus exprefly writes
that thefe Brammans had the knowledge
of Pythagoras and of his philofophy, g‘ﬂg

. whic
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which nothing was more {ymbolical. I
will produce but one obfervable more, and
then give Cuphophren, or rather myfelf
no farther trouble. For Cuphophron turns
all off with fport and pleafantry.

‘Cuph. You have produced nothing yet,
Euiftor, at all hard or troublefome. =~ °

Euif?. Nor will I begin now: for it is
only that they of S¢. Sebuftiande la Fla-
ta-have neither image nor idol., :

Cuph. It is a fign they are the more pure
worfhippers of the Deity. '

Euift. If they be not atheifts: but that
which I was going to add was that fond i-
magination ofgthcirs, that after death they
fhould come into a pleafant place whick
they dreamed to be fituated beyond certain
gl;lls, which they could point at with theie

gers, ‘

Cuph. It were a quettion worth the ftar-
ting, whether this American Elyfium or the
feholaftick Empyreum be the more likely
ﬁ?ndezvm: of blefled fouls departed thus

c.
. Hyl.1 pray you, what think you of that,
Cuphophron ? , o
Gupb. 1 think the celwm empyreum of
the {chools is & childith figment, For what
ground is there that the firft heaven fhould
beicubical, unlefs it be for the young an-
. Kk gelick



i

348  Of the Provideénce of Gon.
lick fhapes to whip their gigs on the flat
g:& fm ﬂoormeof ? Wherefore the
rude Indians, fo far a8 1 know, may come
acarer the mark thaa the fubtil fchoolmen,
tho’ they both feem to me widely enough
to mifs i, o
Hyl. But 1 am for the empyrewm of the
fchools rather than for that elyfum of the
Ameticans, For the American elyfium is
fome-where, iz, beyond the hills thx
thofe of S, Sebaftian de la Plata ufe to
_pointat. Butifthe empyreumof the fchools
be 2 mere childith figment, it is no-where,
Cuph. 'There’s a reafon indeed, Hylo
bares; how can it then be the real rendee-
vous of feparated fouls ? '
 Hyl, Separate fouls are fpirits, Cupho:
phron, but {pirits are no-where: wheee
‘can they therefore more fitly have theie
rendezvous than in the {cholaftick empyre.
. s, which is ao-where alfo ?
" Cuph. Shame take you, Hylobares, have
ou hit on that picce of waggery once s-
gain? Is this-all the thanks I have for be:
Rirting myfelf f{o floutly to cale yourag
grieved imagination, that was fo :
and burthened with chie confideration of
the fad fceas of affairs in the Pagaa world

and ages 2
XXII, The
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,_;ﬂl. The unfuccefsfulnefs. of Cuphophron’s advocate-
: leplmherto in reférence tqthe cafe &’Hybbarcs’ per-

xities.

. Bl For that fiiendly office I return

you many thanks, O Cuphophron, and
maft couf{fs you have in I;ouli attempts
fdewn a great deal of verlatlity of wit
aad nimblenefs of fancy, aad that not with-
put the mixtyre of fome folidity fome-
times, But the lefs there had been of that, it
ked been the better. : o

. Cuph, "F'hat’s a paradox indeed & why
fo, I pray you, Hylobares.2

 Hyl —lzo

t your endeavour being Pitpc- '

sually to {hew that things wete asillinn
manner in the civilized parts of the world
% in the barbarous, this was not to eale
spe of my fad perplexing thoughts, but to.
‘tedouble the burthen, -and make the ways
#f Provideace appear to me twice as difmal
as before, ;
.~ €uph, "This Hylobares has a mind to
baffle: me, and make me sdieuloufly un-
faccefsful inv every thing I attempt. Did
A not perfift in the way that Philotheus
himifclf feemed to point at, ¥iz. to unde-
ceive your fancy, that was fo horribly
frack with the firange enormities of the
Pagan world, by intimating that for. the ci-
vilized nations, that you had a better con-
.&eit of, thas the heathen were in a man-
o Kk 2 ner

>
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ner little worfe in their opinions and prace
tifes thanthey ? ;

‘Hyl. Nay, I confefs, Cuphophron, that
that was pretty well levelled at my fancy.

‘But in thus q,uietinlg my fancy, you have

roufed up my reafon, to give me a more
lafting and invincible difqui€t than I-ls

boured with before. For my reafon tells
me, that if the world be all over fo bad in
a mannerasit is in the barbarous countries,

T ought to be lefs fatisfied with Providence

now than ever,

" - Cuph. Alas! Hylobares, I am forry 1

have made ‘your fore worfe, but you muft
make your addrefs to him who prefcribed

“the plaiftet.  Philotheus was the phyfician,

T but his Surgeon or apothecary that ad-
miniftred the phyfick according to his pre-
feript, He ought to fet you right again by
his greater fkill, -
Philoth. 1pray g'ou deal frcely and in-
genuoufly, Hylobares, "are you really
more pinched ‘than before? or is it a
counterfeit complaint and a piece of fport-

“ful drolléry with Cuphophron?

Hyl. To deal plainly with you, Phi-

‘Jotheus, itismixt. But I am very much
- ftill diffettted, and therefore implore your

farther help.
Philoth, Will not this confideration,
' - Hyle
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-,l:ylobares, both ‘afe your fancy and gra-
tify yonr reafon too, That upon the ob-
fervation that there are fome very fottifh
conceits and praétices even in the civilized
world, where- alt things otherwife. look fo
chearfully and fplendid,” we may- alfo
conceive the like of the barbarous nations,
and not immerfe or defix our thoughts on
thofe things only which-are fo reprehen-
fible and hideous amongft them, but think
there may be much alfo of natural gaicty
and jollity, and that that dark feene does .
not becloud all times, places, nor perfons?-
Hyl. That’s well {fuggefted, Philotheus, .
and is accommodate to the relieving one’s
melancholy a little. Wherefore becaufe
Yyou have begun fo well, I‘pray you hold.
on, and ‘communicate to us the thoughts
which-your own filence all this time-and.
our difcourfing may have occafioned you-:
to pitch upon, in order to a fuller and
more perfeét cure of my prefent malady. .
For it is no more than you promifed, and:
Thope Philepolis will fee that. you. keep ,
your avord.: - e
. Philop, There needs no other obligar-
tion, T dare fay, for Philotheus to do that :
office of friendfhip, than his own goodnefs :
and fincere zeal for the. truth, and . hearty :
defire.of delivering fouls fiom ‘the .bond-
Kkz age .

o
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‘age of ignorance, and the rack of douls
snd anxiety in {0 great matzers,

XKL Scveral conGiderations to make us_hiope that: the
flate of the world may not.be o bad as, me! oly an:

ma nfcntt.
mﬂv.yﬁvﬁml were a8 able asIam

'N

kind, Philopelis, Butl
and that two ways. Firft,
tthe world may not be fo
as Hylobares his melan

it: Sccondly, by hintisg

which, if embraced, will

ood, that be the world a5
yet it is not inconfifient

: goodnefs (which we con-
tend is the meafure of his Previdence) to
permit it.

“"Hyl. T, that fecond, Philotheus, weres

W

remedy indeed, fuch as would quite ers
dicate all future poffibility of fuch dis

dences as I labour under. But I fhall
willingly have you treat of the firk in the
place. ' :
Philoth. (ix‘:_phopln'on with a great deat
of dexterity of wit anfwered the particular
inftances that Euiftor produced of the moft

".ugly ulages amonglt the barharous ne

tions, I{bail only rehearfc certain brief
heads,that will ferve in general to break the
force of fuch arguments as either others
offer or offer themfelves:to our thoughts,
t * . to
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%o invelidate the belief of fuch an exad-
nefs of Providence as we plead for, and.
boldly prevend. to infer, that sf there were:
8 God, thefe things could ot ke permis
ted'sns the world ;- as you in the beginning
somplained, Hylobares..
. Hyl, 'Fhat horrid fqualidity in the w
fages of the barbareus nations prefleth hard -
toward that conclufion, Philotheus; cfpo-
_cih.i,}} when.a man is immerfed in melame
choly. : ‘
- Philoth, But that you be not liereafter
fo-cafily impofed upon, let me-defire you:
to remember thofe: confiderations that E
was ever and anon thinking on all this
dme you were difcourfing, As ..
Fiuft, That Hiftowians may write The fct:
shings that are falfe, whether they mdon,
md t0 l;;:yc:wimcﬂ'u.thcml;

or take things up upon the reports

ofothers, Old men M”ﬂgnﬂm I:nay
lic by authority, as itis faid in the
verb. Wherefore either negligent enquiry,
o the vanity sod affe€lation of telling
firange things, may fill hiflorics with ma-
uy falfe narrations ; and fo tho” Eviftor did
0ot intend to deceive Cuphophron, yet he
may haply have exercifed his wit in feve.
tal objeéts that never had any exiftence -
but in the pages of hifletiographers. And
C therefore
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therefore I could not but fmile to {ee how

nimbly Ct}fhdphron analyz’d the politicks

~ of that cuftom of .the high prieft’s lying
with the king of Calecut’s bride the firft
_night, as if it were a defign that the fon
of a prieft and the heir to the crown fhould
concur in one perfon : . whenas the fons of

the king do not fucceed in the kingdom,
but his nephews on the fifter’s fide, as A-
loyfius Cadamuftus tells us in his navigati-

on to thofe parts. .

. Philop. 'That’s very ftrange, Philothe-
us, I pray you what may be the reafon
"~ oofit? . ' '

queens of Calecut are perpetually attend-
€d by no lefs than ten priefts a-picce, (for,
according to him, the king has two queens)
and they are often comprefied by them;
awhich he is perfuaded to be for his honout
" fo to be dealt with; but this mixt offfpring

~not to be fo fit to fucceed as heirs to the

crown, .

Philop, 'This quite fpoils all the witty
defcant that Cuphophron made on that
{uppofed cuftom; if Aloyfius Cadamuftus

-be a more credible writer than Ludovic

~ Patritius. S ’
Euif?. Which is g very hard thing:to

prove, Philopolis.

. e v f bilofbo

 Philoth. He faysit is this; becaufe the
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' Philoth. But in the mean time' hiftori-
ans contradiéting one another, or differ-
ing fo much in their narrations, makes
things fo uncertain, that no wife man will
fuffer himfelf to be born down by flories
1nto any anxieties touching Providence, be-
fore be be well affured of the truth of
them. T am'fure Epicureans and atheifis
are very circumfpeét how they believe
any flories about appatitions or witches,
tho’ pever fo true, left they fhould be

difturbed in their minds with overurgemt

fufpicions. of the exijftence of God. Why
fould they then that believe thereisa
God from certain_indications of him, be
caft into anxicties about Providence from
flories and reposxts that are uncertgin ?

‘Hyl. That’s but a reafonable caution,
Philotheus:: I pray you goon. . =~
. Phtloth. Anda fecond isthisy, - -~
‘That touching ceretnonies as . The fecord
well civil , as- religious, and; ton, .
moft of all opimions, we are to
confider, there may be laid down the nat-
ration of the [ymbols without any key of
‘Mythology added thereto., Of which fort,
for ought I know, may be the Brammans
tranfmitting the fouls of the beft men into
the body of a cow; a thing as li!{clg:, as
Fupiter’s carrying Europa on his hack

' through
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throu%h the fea in the form of a Jull
Which Palsphatus refolves only irto anhe
monymie in words, and tells us that it wis
amanof Crete (an ifland peculiarty facred
to Fupiter) whofe name was Taurus, that
-earried Europn into Crete out of Tyre, &
$re had carricd many other maids captive
shence before. - o
- Hyl, But what is this flory of a sil®
¢hat of the Cow the Brammans fpeak df?
Philoth. Very much, Hylobares. Far
T muft confels I think it 1s fuch another
Yomonymic of werds, the fame wod
fignifying botha cow or ow, " and a chersd,
that is, an amgel, in the oriental tonguch
Ts it not fo, Euifter? = R
Ewif. The eriticks do write of font
&uch erymologies, -
Philoth, 'And therefore the wiltr #
mongft the Brammans, unlefe they havé
Yot their Pythagorsck wadition, (urcly
derfiand by this trenfmiffion of good mess
fouls into the body of a cow, the affecutios
-ef the eherubich or angelick body, which ¥
the greateft reward of the virtaous foul it
can be, and the end of all tie Pyshagorich
purgations, .
Hyl. This is an unexpefted sad furpt
fing account of that feeming grofs conced
of the Tudian Brammans., . -- el
ST S uph
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? '%.bl 'tll!%“ght -}t 13"9 fymbolical,
iotp. ey -0 arﬁnp are WQﬂn'p,
pers of the fum aid moon.
- Byl It may be fas o grofs end fortifle

weligion, . :
hioth. And they liave a tradition, that
When cither of them are eclipfed, they ara
bit by the celeftial dragon, ..

Hyl.On my life their priefts are conceal
ed almanack-makers, and have turned into
v fuperftitious parab{e %hich the people
mderftand not) the philofophy of capue
ad cauda draconss. ’ S

 Philorh. Then you fee another real truth
Wrapt up in the homonymie of wordss
and that this is ne fostifhaefs in the priefts
of Narfinga, but our ignorance that under-
flands not their mythology. Who knows
therefore but that they may be as {ubtil in
their worfhipping th una'ndmoon,and&:-
tend they worfhip not them, but the-Dei-
ty that is ift thém and in dil shings? asthe

ropeans plead for their worthipping i
2:,35, that they worfhip God or Chriff in

Fyl. Yn this they may be both alike fubs
tl or fosifh, '

Euiff. But was theve ever any conceit.
fo filly as that of fome of the Americans,
(tho’ I have forgot the Country whcicin,

- i they
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they live,) who have this tradition amorig
them, That God fhot a multitude of ar
rows into the groand, from whence fprung
men and women, and that thes the world
was peopled? S
Cuph. It may be it is ariddie concerning
the uoptov yewrlody, :
. Hyl. What.a youthful conceit has yout
fancy flipt into, O Cuphophron?
Cuph. It is good enough to allow &
mongft the Americans,
2yl, What? then you have left off be
ing Advocate-general for the Paynims. ~
Cuph. It were no wit to defend them in
fo flighta matter, = = =
Bath. It muy be the firlt author of that
&ﬂfgma needs no defence, the parable bears
fotair an analogy to that paffage fomewhere

in Plotinus, 7as \]/ux'ds, eivas oloy Bonds
©F - ...

- Cuph.. Why, &o you:think, : Bathynous,
thf‘gythagox};s.or %lato ever -travel)gd i
to America? = - '

Bath. No, but there may have beea
wife men in all' paits of the earth, for ought
I know,who in fymbols and parables have
infculped  the memortils of their wifdom
in the minds and memories of rude pe
ple; as fome walking in folitary.woods of

’ ) grovcs
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groves carve their names in the barks of
trees, which grow with the growth of the
trce they are carved on. But it may be
ina little time men know as little of the
meaning of thefe parables, as the ftock or

bark of a tree does of the perfon whofc

name it beats. And to tell the rude pco.
ple of the myftical meaning of their tradi
tional allegories, as if the ftory were buta
parable, but the myftery the truth, would
be as harfh to their minds, as it would be
hard to a tree, if it had fenfe, to have the
true effigies of the man whofe name it bears
carved on it, in licu of the name which it
has already, and which has grown and

fpread in the bark with the growth of the-

tree, It would be as dolorous to them as
ufing the incifionknife to carve their live
flefh. And therefore it would make them fu-
rioufly oppofe the manifeftation of the truth,

Hyl, What pretty uncxpected fetches
has the thoughtful mind of Bathynous ! But
I eagerly defire that Philotheus would
“hold on in his propofed method. '

Philoth. In the third placethere.
fore, Hylobares, you are to confi- The toird
der, that the prejudice of cuftom rion.
may fo infet our fancies, that for

matter of ornaments of the body or other

tivil ceremonies, we may unawares tax.
ST

thofe

. ~

The third’

A\l
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thofe that are really &s good as eur ows
There is a great latitude in thele things, -
and they vary even i the moft civilized
places from one extreme to another, and
that very often in one age: end the habiss

~ of out fathers or grandfathers feem as firenge
to us as thofe of firangers and forcigners.

Hyt. This is a poiat that leaft of all trow
dles me, Philotheus.
' Philoth. But fourthly,as forme

Thefourth 9] deformities end extravagam

- nfiderati- . . . .
o ™ ey, it has been hinted alteady,

that therebeing folly snd wicked
nefs all over the world, it is better there
fhould be this variegation of it, than that
it thould be every-where in the {ame drefs;
that feeing it out of the more familiar ha-
bit,we may the more eafily difcem the wg-
linefs of it, and the more courageoufly hoat
at it, and fo at laft heartily deteft it, be it
in what mode or habit it will. Thus is va-
nity and vilencfs laughed and jeated at e
ven upon its own {tage, while it 1s tnac
ting, and in due time will, it may b,
quite be hiffed off the flage by the fpedts-
tors ; that is to fay, they will be as much
athamed to framé dark and difmal idol-ima-
 ginations of God, as to worfbip the devil ;
and ro live as1f there were no God in vhe
world, as to profefs openly they thimk there
is none, : - Sophr.
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- Sopbr. 1 pray God haften thofe times, -
Wm& By ’

Philop. Amen, I pray God.

Philoth. Fifihly, you are to cotv oy, em
fder Hylobares, that this terreftri- conidera-
al globe is the very dregs of the ™
world, and the moft proper region of evily
and that therefore to judge of the full be-
signity of divime Providence by what we
find bere, wiere to meafure the happine(s
of fame famoully-flourithing and excellent-
ly-well ordered city by the condition of
them that _live in the hofpitals or goals,
For, according to the opinion of the anchk
ent philofophers, Philo, Plato and others,
there mxy be many aereal and zthereal
ooncamexations above this earth andlower: -
air well replenifhed with happy fomls or-
fpirite, fu:g 48 are arrived to that conditi-
o8 thet Pluearch fets down in this enigma,
that they are the citizens of that region.
where the ishabitsats ea# #o meat, nor do
Boir bodses caft any fradow.

Hyl. That’s a good and comfortable
sonfideration to thofe that rejoice more i
the good of the univerfe than their own.

Philoth, And thofe that are {uch 1y cra
curious enquirers into Providence confidera-
oaght to be fo minded, But I pro- "
tced. Sixthly, therefore, confider, that

Lla2 what-
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" whatfoever evil mankind groans under,
they have brought it on their own heads
" by their difobedience and revolting from
- the Fitft Good, and by preferring the full
fwindge of the animal life befare the order-
:)): pleafures and warrantable joys of the
ivine.

Sophr. And therefore, Philotheus,I think
- we have greater reafon to magnifie the
mercy of God, when we fee any fad obje&
in the world, that every man is not in fo
ill a condition, (whenas we have all made
ourfelves obnoxious thcrcto(} than to repine
sgainft Providence, becaufe we fee fome
are. ‘ :

* Philoth. You {ay very well, Sophron ;
and we may alfo add, That there are ve-
ry few in the world fo miferable, but they
would take it very hainoufly of any ome
whom they underftood to go about to take
away their life. -

Becaufe (which is to be obfer

The fventh ved in the feventh place) the
confiderati- s .
on. lapfe of man (as touching happi-
nefs)is but into lefler enjoyments,

out of God’s blefling (as the proverb is)
into the warm fun; he catching at good e
ven then, if we may believe Socrates,

when he clofes with that which we ought

- in

’
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in fuch circumftances of defe& or obliqui’
ty to call by the name of evil. .

Sophr. And good reafon too, Philotheus.
Philoth, Eightly, we are to '
take notice, That in.the moft dif- The elght
confiderati-
advantageous parts of the world on.
there is a poffibility of emerging
out of the wickednefs and ignorance of
the place, if a man be fincere : if he be
not, bis hypocrific is ipfo facto punifhed.
For thofe that of late years have gone a-
bout to convert the Indians to the faith,
have found them very, capable, and not
only fo, but exceeding witty and fubtil,
nothing inferior to the civilized nations, as
I have heard from them that have made
obfervation. And I doubt not but.if Eui-
flor would make it his bufinefs to fet out
the commendable things among(t the bar-
barous nations, as much as hc has thofe
things that look the moft horridly and re-
proachfully, it would alleviate Hylobares”
his melancholick conceits of things very
much, -
XXIV. Excellent inftances of morality even in the moft
. barbarous nations. ' )
Euift, 1 muft confefs, Philotheus, that
I meer with fuch fpecimina of peace and
righteoufnefs amongft -the barbarous nati-

ons fo called, that it were defirable we
) L1lj ~ could
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could find the like amongft us Chriftians,
The barbarous Americans themfelves feck
future happinefs from thefe principles;
E:‘Jomiﬁng that Prize to the juﬂ and peace-

, and adjudging the injurieus, cruel and
covetous to a dark, flippery and difceafos
late pilgrimage after this life, where they
fhall cut their feet with hard flints, and
enjoy no comfort, reft, nor quiet in amy
thing. Whence Hathney, 2 Peruvian noble.
man, would not be baptifed, becaufe- he
would not ga to the place where the cruel
and covetous §painards went, tho’ they
called it by the fpecious name of bagvew,
I thould think gs much frem fear of being
in like condition after this life with thefe
bloody mandlayers, as out of deteftation
of their accurfed company: whole iafati-
able defire after geld made them infuffe-
rably injuriqus, to the fhame of all Chris
flendgm, as if they had no other God but

-this; as a Brafilian upbraided to them,wha
took up a wedge of gold, faying, Bebdld
the God of the Chriftians. '

Sophr.” So eafie a thing is it for one fon
f wickednefs ta reproach another.

Euift. But if you read but the deferip-
tion of the country of Mangi in the Eaft-
ipdies, and of their king Fakfur, as Paulus
Venetus fets things down, with what juft

. hce,
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ties, pescefulnels and kindnefs all aflairn.
were adminifteed, and with what fecurity
they lived, and how {afely ftrangers mighg
travel night and day shrough all parts -
of his lgrge kingdom, and that tho’ tradefs
men left open their fhops by night, na
min weuld enter to figal any thing; you
would beflow g beiter title on thefe fure
ly, O Sophran, thap you did on the Spas
niard or gmﬁlian. .

Sapkr. They feem to deferve a better,

(U

Euiff, The like charadler - particularly
doss Ludavicus Patritius give of the cxtz
Cambaia, averring thet they keep mo
profefledly to that royal law, Quad #ibi fo
eri now v}s’, alters we focenis,

Hyl. But where find you any fuch ex-
amples in the Aef-Indies, Eutftor?_ For
that is the mofk netorions segion of barbas

rigy. ,

’.;"Juiﬁ. Tt esnnat be denied, And yee
you fec they have a difcrimingtion of
good and evil, by that flary of Herhuey
the Brafilian. And gven that people
which 4mericws Vefputius defcribes in hig
firlt yoyage, to be as remore from all thag
which we eall civility as can be, they bes
ing without government, laws, or clothy
ing, yet therr humanity and kmda;f:'a;q
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firangers is faid to exceed all belief ; they
receiving them when they were landed
with all expreflions of joy and gladnefs,
with fongs and danges, with mirth and
junkettings, offering them every thing
they found pleafing to themfelves, and
doing all honour-and refpeét imaginable
to them, inviting them by their friendli-
nefs and hofpitality no lefs than eighteen
leagues into their country, and entertain-
ing them- thus liberally nine days from
place to place. And as they waitedon
them in fuch numerous companies, if they
faw any of the ftrangers wearied, they
would of themfelves eafe them by carry-
ing them in their hamocks,and were won-
derfully officious in conveying them over
rivers, by fleights and artifices they had,
for both their cafe and fafety. Happy he
that had the opportunity of {hewing his
kindnefs to any one of them, in getting
him on his back or neck to {fwim over the
river with him. With thefe high, butna- -
tural, ftrains of real civility and humanity
did they conduét the ftrangers alfo back a-
gain to their fhips. Where they having
entertain’d them for a day, and after given
them notice that they were to go away .
next morning, the natives having fuffici-
ently pleafed themfelves in viewing and

_ admir-
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admiring the largenefs and artificialnefs of
thejr veflels, they very friendly took
leave, and left them. )

Cuph. It had been a pretty experiment
to have fhot off fome of the Cannon while
thefe poor ignorant Paynims were in the
midft of their aftonithment and admiration.

Euift. They did fo, Cuphophron,. ha-
ving no defign to experiment ady thing,
but only to difcharge a gun or two accord-
ing as i3 ufual on fuch occafions. Butit
had a tidiculous effect. -

Cuph. 1 pray you tell what, Euiftor.

Euip?. ! hpz: that were on the Shore
leapt into the fea, and dived; as frogs af-
frichted at fome fudden noife or diftur
bance leap from among the grafs or flags
onthe bank into the river. - - .

Cuph. 1 underftood before they were
able {wimmers. ~ -

Euift. "To admiration, Cuphophron.

Sophr. But that was not fo well done
of Americus and his company, to terrify
them fo with fo fudden and dreadful a
noife, - after all their civilities.

Euif. It {car’d them indeed, but they
foon perceived the firangers meant them

" 1o hurty and they had no grounds of fear-
Ing any injury ﬁ?;m them, being cenfci.
ous to themfclves of nicaning them none‘i
T ' an
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and of haviag done all kindnefs to them
they could.
biloth. You fee, Hylobares, how
much of the law of reafor and goodsefs is
implanted evea in thofe nations that are 19
the winoft barbarous, they are @idyeJoue
7oty Lovers of mankind, or qpx)\éfemr.
Eui!. Why may we not then add thef
which follows in Hemer.
—xal o ¥00s €5} SJesdrgy;
" Philoth. That’s a very high expreflion,
Euiftor, for them; but ot unapplicable
so the beft fort of Chriflians. For ourewn
neligion teflifies that God ss leve, and thet
ave is she fulfilling of the law.
Hyl. 1t is a chearful confideration, the
there is the emergency of o much good
0 a people that {ecmed in fo {qualid snd
- forlorn a condition, and fo utterly hopelefs,
Tbsm:h ' Phijoth. But imegme, Hylo-
B bargs, & mation or counwy in as
i, fqualid sud forlom e Coadiien s
you will, this may alfo, in the
ninth place, eafe your fancy, That the’
the fucceflion of {ych g pation continue
for many ages, yet the particulac fouls
that make up this fucceffion in fuch a dif -
advantageous abode, their flay is but
fbort, bus theix fublfisace sveslfting of

1323
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terthistife. Sothat their flay here is nothing
in comparifon of their duztion heteafter,

Hyl. This indeed were fomething, Phis
lotheus, if their quitting of this life were
a releafe from all that evil that hangs a
bout them here.

Philoth. Who knows, Hylebares, but
the prefent difadvantages to them that are
fiscere may prove advantages to them in
the other ftare ; and by how much more
foreibly they feemed to be born down o

*evil here, that by the fpecial Providence
of God, at the releafement of the foul
from the body, there is thé more frong
and peremptory reffiency from this fordid
region of mifery apd fin ? S

Hyl. I that be, your argument is not
devoid of foree, nor do I know how to
confite-it, Feor I know you will fay, that
whatever good does accrue to fuch fincere’
fouls, it is in virtue of the miraculous re-
Velation of Zeftes Chrift to them,

Philoth. ¥ou conje&ture right, :

Hyl. But what fliall we think of thofe

arbarians in whom there never was any
thing of the Diwme life, nor any moral
poflibility of acquiring it? - :

" Philoth. If this were, which is
hard to admit, I muft confefs T The wnth
couid not think fo bawdly of God, toa. -

as
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as.to imagine that they muft anfwer for
that depofitum that never was put into
~ their hands. © And therefore it were the
fafeft to conceive, which you may note
in the tenth place, (nor can we define any
thing more determinately therein) That
they will be committed to fuch a ftate af
ter this life as is moft {uitable and propot-
tionablé to fuch a creature. To
The lat - which you may add in the laft
ntion.  place, Thatonthe ftage of this
. - earth, a throughly-caftigated bo-
dy, tho’ it be the fitteft habitacle for the
Divine light and beavenly life to abide in,
yet it is more inept for the enjoyment of
that more full and {enfible {weetnefs of the
animal ot beftial; and that {o reflexive and
. animadverfive a {pirit as the foul of man
given up wholly to the pleafures of the &
nimal life reaps an higher meafure of de-
light therefrom, and that with more pun:
¢tual and pompous circumftances, than
any beaft what{oever, Son, remember that
thou in thy life-time recesvedft thy good
things, &c. , -
XXvV. qu‘hophron’s rapturous reafons why God docs
not djffolve the world, notwithftanding the grofs mif-

. carriages in it ; with Hylobares and Sophron’s folid anie
madverfions thereon.

* Cuph. 1 partly underftand you, Philo-
theus, and cannot but applaud the felici-
o ¥
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1y of your inventien, -that- has'hit upon fo
many and {o pertinent. confiderations to
bear up the mind of Hylobares from fink-
ing into any diftruft of the goodnefs of
Providence. But, meghinks, I could add
one confideration more, to make the num-
ber even, and fuch as will meet with the
moft paffionate expreflion in Hylobares®
complaint ; as if- God fhould rather dif-
Jolve the world in an high indignation o
gainft the mifcarriages o‘fgit, ‘than [uffer it
10 go on in fuch a wild courfe as it feems
to have done in the manners and religions
of the moft barbarous Pagans. My medi:
tation, I muft confefs, is fomething meta-
phyfical ; but Thope it is not above the ca-
pacity of Hylobares to underftand it. .

Philoth. That he wilt beft know when
you have delivered yourfelf of it, Cupho-
phron, R e

Cuph. The fum of it is'to this purpofe,
(and T with myfelf better fuccefs than for-
merly, for I have been very unlucky in
my delivering myfelf hitherto)- That the
univerfal obje&t of man’s’ underftanding,
religion and veneration, is much-what ac-
cording to that infcription in the temple of
Ifis or Minerva in Sais, an antient city of
Egypt, 'Eyw elw way 70 yeyorss, %
| Mm © oy,
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8dels ww dvmrds dmendhvler, I am

whatfoever was, is, or is to come, andm
mortal hitherto has ever uncovered .mj
vesl. This I conceive is the hidden Effence
of the eternal God, who is all, and from
- whom. all things are in fuch fort, as that
they may in fome fenfe be faid fill tobe
him.

Hyl. This is bypermetaphyfical, O Cu-
phophron, very highly turgentand myfteri
ous. What do you mean? That God isfo
the effence and fubftance of all things, that
they are but as dependent accidents of
him ? If there were nothing but matter in
.the world, this riddle would be eafily in-
telligible in this {enfe, and all phenomens
what-ever would be but the modifications
of this one fubftance. But for my own patt,
I was abundantly convinced by the firl
day’s difcourfe, That there is an Jmmoy-
able Subftance diftin& from that of the
moveable master : which diftin&ion is {0
palpable, that nothing- can be faid to be
God in any good fenfe but God himfelf
at leaft no material thing can.

.~ Cuph. You have almoft firuck quite ot |
of my thoughts what I was a-going tofay |
next, Hylobares. o

' Philop.
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Philsp. Cuphophron feems to be full

of fomething ; I pray you give him leave
to vent himfelf.

Cuph. 1 have recovered it. Now I
fay, whatfoever is reprefented to the foul
is not' God himfelf, but fome exterior
manifeftatjon: 7oy 'ya‘g EUOV TTET AoV S~
defs wes dvpros dwexddwder. And
whatfoever is more eminent and extraor-
dinary, nature from religious complexions
has eafily extorted veneration thereto, it
being as'it were.a more fenfible appear-
ance or yifible firring of that great God-
head that inhabits this auguft. temple of
the world. Wherefore God and his holy
temple filling all places, the paflionate
motions of all creatures are a kind of Ds.
vine worfbip, they every-where fecking
and crouching fo him to enjoy fome bene-
diftion of him, or elfe finging his praifes
in triumphant accents, and in tranfporting
expreflions of their prefent enjoyments;
fome even walting themfelves in the com-
placency they take, tho’ in but fmaller
matters which he beftows on them, or ra-
ther permits them to take them, tho’ he
could wifh they would make choice of
better, But thefe, tho’ {mall in them-
felves, feem great to them that are pleafed

Mma2 with
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with them; thefe'leffer communications

of the embodied excellencies of the Dei-

ty fo filling their pufillaninious {pirits with
joy and rapture, that thcy even willingly

forfeit all the reft, and turn as it were .

martyrs and felffacrificers to but fo faint
fhadow or {cant - refemblance of the firft
uncrcated perfection : whofe beautiful na
tute is {olidly born witnefs unto by fo rez-
dy and conftant a profeffion, (tho’ many
times with fad after-inconveniences) and
by fo religious an adhefion to fo flender
and evanid emanations thereof, Which
miftakes therefore fhould in all likelihood
move pity rather than vengeance in the
Deity, whofe meaner gifts are ‘fo highly
prized and received with fuch eager deve-
tion. Wherefore as uglily difordered as
the affaits of mankind feem, Hylobares
has no reafon to conceit that God’s ven

geance muft be prefently poured down |

upon their heads, they not fo much re-
proaching him, as befooling themfelves,
by their ill choice. -
" Hyl. What think you, Gentlemen?
has not Cuphophron made a very raptw
_rous haranguc? o
Sophr. If the full fiream of his fancy
and eloquence had not carried away his
judgment, and mifled it into fuch fcaixda'
- ous
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lous exprefltons -as well as real miftakes,
the mufick of his words had been no of
fence to mine ears. But to me it feems:
the remainder of yefternight’s refvery
which he fell into when he had {o plenti-
fully imbib’d the evening-air impregnated.
with the moift influence of the moon,
which it feems has given him this {ccond
intoxication, For tho’ his words pafs- the
tongue very glibly, yet the fenfe of fome:
paflages fecms very unfound to me,. and
to be rather the wild fetches of wit and.
fincy, than the fuggeftion of true reafon:-
As that they that make fuch an “affetion-
ate choice of meaner good things; plea--
fure, fuppofe, inftead of virtue, fcem not--
withltanding religioufly to give glory to.
God, in that they fo highly efteem thefe:
lefler thadows of that fulnefs and . perfe-
&ion that 4s in him ; whenas really it is a:
reproach to God, to have thofe things.
‘that are lcaft like him preferr’d by a ratio--
nal creature before- thofe things - that: are
‘moft like him, as #rue virtue and ‘the Di--
vine life moft certainly is. "TPhis there--
fore is extravagantly falfc and -fcandalous. .
Befides that it {s a-grofs affront- to the:Al--
mighty, whenas he bids us make’ choice-
of one thing, that we wilk make choice of
another, .
" Mm 3: - h:}l,
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Hyl. You have faid enough, O Sophron,
to enervate all fuch {flight pretenfions.
"Thefe moonfbine conccptions of Cupho-
phron are very abortive, and fuddenly
vanifh in fo clear a light. Befides, if
there had beenany force of reafon mingled
with his highflown eloquence, what
makes it to the main defign, That Provi
dence has its rule and meafure from the

Divine goodnefs ?
XXVI. Hylobares as yet unfatisfy’d touching the good:
nefs of Providence, by reafon of the fad {cene of things
in the world.

Philop. You unmercifully fall upon the
rear of thofe many confiderations which
Philotheus and Cuphophron have jointly
offcred you. But what think you of the
whele body, Hylobares? Is your {cepti-
cifm in this point fo powerful as ftill tobe
able to bear up againft them?

Hyl. 1 muft confefs, OwgPhilopolis,
that many things have been fuggefted
from Philotheus that are very confider-
able, and much to the purpofe they aim
at: but Iam fo in love with the opi-
nion, That the goodnefs of God is the
meafure of bis l§rovidence, that the de-
fire I have it fhould be true, it may be,
makes the defence thereof feem weaker
to me than itis. I muft ingenuoufly con-

fefs, I do not find myfelf fo perfetly yet
. at



Of the Providence of Gop. 377

at eafe in my mind touching this matter;
and Cuphophron’s fhrewd reflexions on
the analogies of the mifcarriages of the ci-
vilized nations, which they bear to thofe
of the moft barbarous in manners and rell-
gion, have rather rankled the fore than
healed it, and have made it the more in-
curable,

Cuph. Was everman fo unfortunate as
Immy officioufnefs to ferve my friends
with that {mall pittance of wifdem that
God and nature have beftowed upon me ?
When I reafon fhrewdly, that is to fay,
Jiidly, then I fefter the fore; when my
arguments naturally tend to mollify, foften
and affivage the anguifh of the fore, then
they are weak, abortive, moon-fhine-ton-
ceptions, Well, I fee the fates caft the
whole honour upon Philotheus of curing -
Hylobares his malady. And I with him
Bood {uccefs therein.

Philoth, 1 thank you, Cuphophron,
And 1 fhall foon find out what my fuccefs
islike to be, by asking Hylobares but
one queftion. »

Hyl. 1 pray do, Philotheus: I fhall
anfwer you with all freedom. ‘

Philoth. 'Tell me then, Hylobares,
Whether you do not think that fome free
agents, whether the {pirits of angels or of

men,
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men, may not fo misbehave themfelves,
that if you faw them tumbling in flifling
flames of brimftone, and heard them howl-
ing for extremity of torture, and hideoufly
blafpheming God out of an ‘impenitent
vexation of mind’ and diabolical fixednefs
in that whichis evil, being committed to
a ftate of devils and of hell ; whether, not-
withftanding thie difmalnefs of this tragi-
czl fight, you cannot eafily conceive but
that fuch a ftate of things, tho’ it were all
over the face of the earth, might confift
with the juffice and goodnefs of God.

Hyl. With that part of his goodnefs
which we call juftice, you mean, Philo-
theus. o

Philoth. Be it fo, Hylobares,

Hyl. ThatI was convinced of yefter-
day, by your parable of the deflowerd
virgin, and the condign - punifhment of
the villain that deflower’d her and abufed
ber fo barbaroufly ; that, even in fuch fe-
verity as tended not at all to the emenda-
tion of the punifhed; the infli¢tion not-
withftanding of the punifhment might have
its rife and take its reafons and -meafures
from goodnefs itfelf,

Philoth. Can you ftick to this without
any diffidence, %—Iy]obams ?

Hyl. Yes furely, this feems to me a
clear cafe. 4 - XXVIL
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XXVII. An hypothefis that will fecure the goodnefs of
Providence, were the fcene of things on this earth tea
times worfe than it is. '

Philoth. Why then, Hylobares, E have
one fingle catholicon, which, if you can
receive it, will quite purge out of your
mind the loweft, the laft, and the leaft re-
maining dregs of diffidence that you can
have touching the goodnefs of Providence,
tho’ the fcene of things quite over the
carth were ten times worfe than Euiftor
has defcribed them. ‘

Hyl. T marry, Sir, thisis fomething in-
deed, Philotheus. This is that which
will clear up my thoughts to the purpofe,
and fet me at perfeét eafe. I thought
there was fome great thing wanting flill
to the full fatisfaction and'quiet of my
mind: I befeech you let me know 1t
therefore, Philotheus. : . -

Philoth. It is one of the rwo famous
keys of Providence, even the'golden one.

Hyl. Why, are therejuft two?

Philoth. 'T'wo main ones,

Hyl. And if the one be gold, I pray
you what is the other? a filverone?
Philoth. So they call it. :

: Hyl. O how I long to have thefe keys
delivered into my hand! I pray you,
Philotheus, produce them. ,

Philoth. Not while Bathynous is in the

company. Hyl.
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Hyl. Why fo, Philotheus? Bathynous
feems one of the worthicft perfons in the
whole company to receive them.

uPbiIotl:. You would {ay {o, if you knew
all.
Hyl. 1 pray you conceal nothing from
me, : .
Philoth. Tt was he that firft received
them, and that many years ago, whenhe
was fcarce older than yourfelf: And
therefore none of us think it decorous to
to take upon us to deliver thefe keys to
any one while he is in prefence, we ever
referving that honour to him that firft re-
ceived them. o

" Hyl. That’s an handfome ceremony. O
thrice happy youth, whom the bright
face of wifdom fo early thined upon! Bug,
I pray you, where did he receive thefe
keys, Philotheus?

Pbhiorh. In a dream, o

Hyl. What,” hes ell my expettation
then vanithed into a dream ? .

_Euft, You kaow, Hylobares, what

high ftraies of philofophy are delivered
in fomnium Scipioms. |
- Hyl. You fay right, T was but in jeft
and expe& no lefs truth now, nor of
meaner importance, than before.

 '-¢“{/1. 1 pray you, Bathynous, ‘g‘:;
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kind of dream was it ? For there are five'
feveral forts, according to Macrobius %,

namely, "Overg@, "Ogapa, Xonualio-
\ ’ !
jog, Eruz‘vlov, q)dfv‘ra.a,ua.

Bath. Truly, Eniftor, I have not yet
ﬁgﬁdcred that fo critically, never fince I

it.

Euift, But you could eafily tell me,
didI but defcribe the ngtures of thefe
five feveral forts of dreams to you.

?L O impertinent Euiftor, that wouldft
caufe fuch needlefs delays by catching
at this occafion of fhewing thy fkill in cri-
tical trifles, whiles I in the mean time am
almoft quite confumed with excefs of
defire to have fo important an arcanum
communicated unto me, for the eftablifh.
ingmy mind in that great and fundamen,
tal truth I fo eagerly feck after!

Euif2. Let me beg of you, Bathynous,
to put Hylobares out of pain, for I fee he -
s highly impatient,

Bath. It isa dream I had in my youth,
of an old man of a grave countenance and
comportment {peaking unto me in a wood.

Euif?, That very intimation fhews it
Yo be thatkind of dream that the Greeks .

call X pnuacriouds,” the Latines oraculum.,
X ! }'{)"'

* In fomn. Scip. lib. 1. cap. 3.
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Hyl. A good omen, Euiftor, I thank
you forthat. I'll forgive thee all thy cri-
tical impertinencies hereafter for this paft
fage fake. _

Euift. AndI will jointly beg of Bathy-
nous to tell us this dream of his; for I am
almoft as eager of it as yourfelf. I would
fain fee how exquifite an example it is of
that kind of dream which in Englifh we
fhould call an oracle.

Bath. 1 profefs, gentlemen, I am much
afhamped to feem fo light-minded as to tell
my dreams before ftrangers, efpecially
before fo grave a petfon as Philopolis.

Hyl. The proper term, Bathynous, is
not a dream, but an oracle.

Bath. But I am more athamed to pre-
tend to fpeak oracles than to tell my
dreams. ~

Cuph. You did not {peak the oracle,
but.the oracle was fpoke to you. .

- Bath. But if 1 had not fpoke it after-
wards, Cuphophron, none of you had e-
ver heard it.

Philop. Call it a dream, or an oracle,
or an oracular dream, it matters not, Bas
thynous, fowe may enjoy the hearing of
. it.. For I am neither fo unfkilful nor mo*
rofe as to have the flighter conceit of any
one for telling his dream, cfpeciall{g ilt:

uc

*
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fuch. circumftances : nay, I think it is his
duty rather fo to do.

ath. Well then, fince it muft be fo,
gentlemen, upon the permiffion of Philo-
E)gsl and the importunity of Hylobares, T

recite to you my dream as exquifite-
ly and briefly as I can, You muft know
then, firft, ghilopolis, of what an anxious
and thoughtful genius I was from my ve-

childhood, and what a deep and ftrong
enfe I had of the exiftence of Gud, and
what an early confciencioufnefs of apfrov*-
ing myfelf to him; and how, when I had
arrived to riper years of reafon, and was
imbued with fome flender rudiments of
philofophy, I was not then content to
think of God in the grofs only, but began
to confider his nature more diftinctly and
accurately, and to contemplate and com-
pare his attributes ; and how, partly from
the natural {entiments of my own mind,
partly from the countenance and authority
of holy {eripture, I did cenfidently con.
tlude that snfimte power, wifdem and
goodnefs, that thefe three were the chief-
eft and moft comprehenfive attributes of
the divine nature, and that the {overeign
of thefe was his goodmefs, the {fummity
and flower, as I may fo fpeak, of the
Divinity, and that particularly whereby
“Nn the
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the fouls of men become Divine ; whenas
the largeft communication of the other,
without this, would not make them d
vine, but devils. ' :

In the mean time, being verfed in no
other natural philofophy nor metaphyficks
but the vulgar, and expefting the laws of
the external creation, whether vifible or
invifible, fhouldbe fuitable to that excek
lent and lovely isdew of the Godhesd
which with the moft ferious devotion and
affetion I entertained in my own breaf,
my mind was for a long time charged
with inextricable puzzles and difficulties,
to make the phenomena of the world and
wulgar opinions of men in any tolerable
way to confort -or fuit with thefe two
chiefeft attributes of God, his wifdew
and his goodnefs. Thefe meditations
clofed mine eyes at night; thefe faluted
my memory the firft in the moming: -
- Thefe accompanied my remote and foli
tary walks into fields and woods fome/
+ times fo early, as when moft of other
mortals keep their beds.

XXVIIL. Bathynous his dream of the two keys of Provi-
.7 dence, containing the above mentioned hypothefis.

1t came to, pafs therefore, O Philopolis,
that ope f{ummer-morning haying rofe
much more early than ordinary, and hav-
' DI ' 3
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ing walk’d fo lomg in a certain wood
(which I had a. good while frequented )
that I thought fit to reft myfelf on the
ground, having fpent my fpirits, partly
by long motion of my body, but mainly
by want of fleep, and over-anxieus and fo-
licitous thinking of fuch difficulties as Hy-
lobares either has already, or, as I def
ay’d at firft, is likely to propofe; I
fraightway repofed my weary limbs a-
mongft the grals and flowers at the foot of
a broad-{pread flourifhing oak, where the
gentle frefh morning-air playing in the
fhade on my heated temples, and with in-
expreflible pleafurerefrigerating my blood
and {pirits, and the induftrious bees bufi-
ly humming round about me upon the
dewy honey-fuckles; to which nearer.
noife was moft melodiouly joined the di-
flanced fingings of the chearful birds re-
echoed from all parts of the wood; thefe
delights of nature thus confpiring toge-
ther, you may ecafily fancy, O Philopolis,
would quickly charm my wearied body
into a profound fleep. But my foul was
then as much as ever’ awake, and, as it
it feems, did moft vividly dream that I
was ftill walking in thefe folitary woods,
with my thoughts more eagerly intent up-
on thofe" ufual difficulties of Providence
than cver, Nn2 But




386  Of the Providence of Gon.

- But while I was in this great anXiety

and eaneftnefs of fpirit, accompanied (as
frequently when I was awake) with vehe-
ment and devout {ufpirations and ejaculs-

tions towards God, of a fudden there ap-
" peared at a diftance a very grave and ve.

nerable perfon walking flowly towardsme.
His ftature was greater than ordinary.
He was clothed with a loofe filk garment
of a purple colour, much like the Jndin
gowns that are now in fathion, favingthat
the fleeves were fomething longer and
. wider: and it was tied about him witha
Levitical girdle alfo of purple; and he
wote a pair of velvet flippers of the fame

colour, but upon his head a Montero of

black wvelvet, asif he were both a travel:
ler and an inhabitant of that place at once.
Cuph. 1 dare warrant you it was the

« ghoft of fome of the worthy anceftors of

that noble family to whom thefc woods
did belong. . '

Hyl, You forget, Cuphophron, that Ba-
thynous is telling of a dream, as alfo (this
third time ) that ghoffs, that is, fpirits,
are no-where, -and therefore cannot be
met with in a wood,

Fhilop. Enough of that, Hylobares, I
pray you proceed, Bathynous, and de
feribe to us his age and his looks, as well
as his clothing, Cuph.
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Cuph. 1 pray you do, Bathynous: I

love alike to hear fuch things as thefe pun-
Gually related. '

“Bath. Did not the ruddinefs of his com-

plexion and the vivacity of his loeks {feem
to gainfay it, the fnowy whitenefs of his
hair, and large beard, and certain fenile
frokes in his countenance, {feemed to inti
mate him to be abont fix{core years of age,
- Sephr. There is no fuch contradiction:
in that, Bathynous: For Mpfes is faid te
be 2n hundred and twenty when he died,
and yet his eye was not dim, nor. his nas
tural force abated *. But, 1 pray you,
proceed.

Barh. While he was at any diftance
fom me, ¥ flood fearlefs and unmovedy
only, in reverence to {o venerabie a per-
fonage, I put off my hat, and held it in
my.hand. ~ But when he came up cloferv
to me, the vivid fulgour of his eyes, that
fhone fo piercingly bright from under the-
fhadow. of his black Montero, and the.
whole air of his face, tho’ join’d with-a-
-wonderful deal of mildne(s and fweetnefs, |
did fo of a fudden aftonifhme, that I felli
into an exceflive trembling, and had. not:
Been able to ftand, if he-had not laid his.
hand upen my. head, and:{poken. comfort-

| Nao gz ably,

A Deut.. XX3ive 7. ; )
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ably to me. Which he did in a paternal
manner, faying, « Bleffed be thou of God,
““ my fon, be of good courage, and fear
 not ; for I am a meffenger “of -God to
“ theé for thy good. Thy ferious afpires
“ and breathings after the true knowledge
" % of thy Maker and the ways of his Pro-
% vidence (which is the moft becoming
¢ employment of every rational being)
* have afcended into the fight of God;
“ and T am appointed to give into thy
- ¢ hands the rwo keys of Providence, that
¢ thou mayft thereby be able to open the
¢ treafures of that wifdom thou fo anxi
' . ¢ oufly, and yet fo pioufly, feek’tt after.”
And therewithal he put his riglit-hand in-
to his leftfleeve, and pull’d out two bright
thining keys, the one of filver, the other,
of gold, tied together with a fky-coloured
tibbon’ of of a pretty  breadth, and deli- -
vered them into my hands; which I re
ceived of him, making low obeifance,
and profefling my thankfulnefs for fo
great a gift. . L
And now by this time T had recovered
more than ordinary firength and courage,
which I perceiv’d in a marvellous way
communicated unto me by the laying of
his hand upon my head, fa that I had
acquired a kind of eafy confidence and fa-
' miliarity
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miliarity to converfe with him; and
therefore, tho’ with due civility, yet
without all fear, methought I faid farther
to him, . Thefe are a goodly pair of keys,
O my father, and very lovely to look
upon: but where is the treafure they are
toopen? To which, fmiling upon me,
he ftraightway replied, The treafures,
my fon, be in the keys themfelves, Then
each key, faid I, O my father, will need
a farther key to open it. Each key, faid
he, my fon, is a key to itfelf; and there.
withal bad me take notice of the letters
emboffed on the filverkey, and there was
the like artifice in the golden one, Which
I clofely viewing in both, obferved that
the keys confifted of a company of rings

,Clofely committed together, and that the
whole keys were all befpattered with let-
ters very confufedly and diforderly.

Set the letters of the keys in right or-
der, then faid he, and then pull at their
handles, and the tregfure will come out,
And I took the filver key; but tho’X
could move the rings by thrufting my
nails againft the letters, yet 1 could not
reduce the-lettersinto any order, fo that
they would a//ly in ftraight lines, nor was
there any fenfe in any line. Which when
that aged perfonage faw, You muf}m firft

, . ow



890 Of the Providence of Gob.
know the motto, {aid he, my fon: That -
is the key of the key. Ibefeech you then,
faid I, O my father, tell me the motto,
The motto, {aid he, my fon, is this,
Claude fenefiras, ut luceat domsns, Hav-
ing got the metso, 1 fet to work again,
gnd having reduced thofe letters that
made up that motte into a right line, I,
holding the lower part of the key in my
left hand, pull’d at the handle with my
right, and there came out a filver tube,
in which was a fcroll of thin paper, asl
thought, but as ftrong as any vellum, and
as white as driven fnow.

Having got this fcroll, I took the bold-
nefs to open it. Fhe figure thereof was
perfeitly fquare, with even margins on
all fides, drawn with lines of a fky-co:
loured blue, very perfet and lovely. In
the midft was defcribed the figure of the
fun in blazing gold : About the fun were
fix circles drawn with lines of the fame
coloured blue. T'wo of thefe circles were
very nearthe body of the fun; the other
four more remote both from him and
from one another, tho’ not in equal di-
ftances. In every one of thofe circles
was there the figure of a little fpeck like
_ aglobe, but of two diftinét colours; the
onc fide toward the fun fhining like fil-

: . VeI
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ver, the other being of a dufkith difco-
loured black: About thofe litcle globesin - -
the third and fifth circle there were alfo
drawn lefler circles of blue, one about the
third, and four about the fifth: and.in
each of thefe circles was there alfoa
fmall globous fpeck, of a lefler fize than
thofe m the middle. Something there was
al{o about the globe of the fixth circle,
but I cannot remember it fo diftin&ly,
Beyond thefe circles there was an innu.
merable company of ftarlike figures-of
gold, of the fame hue with that of the
fun, but exceeding much lefs, which
carelefly fcattered, fome were found a
pretty diftance from the margin, others
towards the margin ; other fome were cut
In two by the blve line of the margin, as
if it were intimated that we fhould under-
fland, that there were flill more of thofe
golden ftars to an indefinite extent. ‘This
fcheme entertained my gazing eyes 2 good
time: for I never had feen fuch before,
and was refolved to imprefs the lines
thereof perfeétly in my memory, that I
might afterwards difcourfe more readily -
thereof with this venerable perfonage.
‘For I knew the purpofe thereof by the.
infeription on the upper margin, which
was, The true fyfiem of the world, Hav-

o - ing
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ing thus fatisfy’d myfelf, I rolled up the
fcroll again, and repofiting it in the filver
tube, cafily thraft in the tube into the o
ther part of the key, and difordering the
line of letters that contained the. motto, all
was lockt up again.fafe as before..
Having pleafed myfelf fo well with
opening this ficlt treafure, L had the more
cager defire to affay the other; and know-
ing all attempt to be vain without the
knowlgc]ﬁe of the motto or key of the key,
I befought that Divine fage to impartit
to me, ThatI fhall do right willingly,
faid he, my fon: And I pray you take
{pecial notice of it, 1Itis, amor Des lus
anime. An excellent. motto indeed, faid
I; the key is a treafure itfelf, However
I fet me to work as before, and reducing
the letters to fuch an order that a line of
them did plainly contain this motte, I pult
led at both,emf; of the golden key, asl
did in the filver one, and in a golden
tube continued to the handle of the key
there was a {croll of fuch paper, if I may
fo callit, asin the other, exceedingwhite
and pure, and, tho’ very thin, yet notat
all tranfparent, The writing was alfo
terminated with even margins on all fides
as before; only it was more glorious, be:
ing adorn’d rrchly with flower-work lgf
8%%
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Fold, vermilion, and blue. And I ob-
erved that twelve fentences- filled the
whole area, written with letters of gold.
The firlt was, The meafure of Providence
5 the Divine goodnefs, which has no
bounds but stfelf, which is infinite. 3. The
thread of time and the e‘:;panﬁon of the u-
niverfe, the fame hand drew out the one
and Jpread out the other. 3. Darknefs
and the abyfs were before the light, and
the funs or [lars before any opagenefs ore
Soadow. 4. Allimtelleiual [pirits'that aver
“were, are, or ever Jfball be, [prung up
with the light, and rejoiced together be-
fore God 1n the morning of the creation.
5. In infinite myriads of free agents'which
were the framers of their own fortunes,
it bad been a wonder sf they had all of -
them taken the fame path ; and -therefore
finat the long run fhook hands with opa-
city. 6. As much as the light exceeds the
Padows, fo much do the regions of happi-
mefs thofe o{; [in and mifery.
-XXIX. His being fo rudely and forcibly awaked out of

_{o Divine a dream, how confiftent with the accuracy of
* Providence.

Thefe fix, Philopolis, I diftinétly re-
member, but had curforily and glancingly
caft mine eye on all twelve, But after-
wards fixing my mind orderly upon them, -
W commit them all perfeétly to my me-

mory,
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mory, (for I'did not expeét thar I might
carry the keys away with me home) by
that time I had got through the fixthapho
rifm, there had come up two affes behind
me out of the wood, one on the ene fide
of the tree, and the other on the other,
that fet a-braying fo rudely and fo loudly,
that they did not only awake, but almoft
affright me into a diz:ovcry that T had ol
this while been but in adream. For thst
aged grave perfonage, the filver and
galden keys, and glorious parchment,
were all fuddenly vanifhed, and I found
myfelf fitting alone at the bottom of the
fame oak where I fell aflecp, betwixt two
rudely-braying afles,

 Euif. "Thefe are the ufual explaits,
Bathynous, of this kind of animal, Juf
thus was the nymph Zatis, lying falt &
fleep on the grafs in a2 moon-fhine-night, &
wakened by the loud braying of Silemws
his afs. Affes are as it were the trumpet:
ers of the foreft, Bathynous, that awaks
carelefs men out of deep fleeps.

Hyl. If your memory did not far furpals
your fancy, Euiftor, you would not be o
good an hiftorian as you are. Surely the
braying of an afs is more lidse ro.the blow-
ing of a neatherd’s or fwineherd’s hom
than to.the found of a trumpet. Btﬁdg»

C
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the braying of Silenus his afs was the fav-
"ing of the nymph’s virginity: But this, O
Euiftor! O Bathynous! was there evera
more unfortunate mis-hap than this? This
flory has quite undone me. It has wounded
my belief of Providence more than any
thing T have yet taken notice of, That
God fhould-ever permit two fuch duwdl ani-
mals to difturb fo Divine a vifion as it feems
tome; and that fo myferious, {o heaven-
lyand intelle@ual a pleafure, and {o cer-
tain a communication of fuch important
truths, fhould be thus blown afide by the
rude breath of an afs. To what a glori-
ous comprehenfion of things would this
fcene have proceeded! what accurate in-
formation touching the fabrick of the
world! what punétually-fatisfaétory folu-
tions of every puzzle teuching Divine
Providence might you after have reccived
In your intended conference with this ve-
nerable perfonage, if.thefe impertinent
enimals by their unfeafonable loud bray-
mg had not called your ec/faticel mind in-
to the body again, which is as unfit for.
ivine communication as themf{elves! .
- Bath, Do not take on fo heavily, O
Hylobares, nar be fo rath a cenfurer of
rovidence, 16 not fo much as in this pa-
radoxical paffage thereof. For how do
" Oo you

[N
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ou kmow but all that which you. fancy
behind, hed been too much to receive at
once? Old veflels fill'd with new wine
will burft. And too large a dofis of knows
ledge may fo clate the fpirits, that it may
hazard the brain, that ic may deftvoy lie,
and chafe away fobriety and homility out
of the foul. : o -
Soph. This is very: judiciouly adver

tifed of Bathynous, fs it net, I:ﬁobucs?
Hyl. 1 caunot difown sruth wh

I meet with it
Bath. Bue befides, though you fhould
judge fo extraordinary-cheritably of me at
that age, Hylobares, as that I might have
reccived all that behind, (which you fun
mife was loft by that accident) without &
ny hazard to she monality of my mind:. yet
I can tell you of atruth, thas X take that
accident, that feems fo paradoxical to you,
to be a particular favour and kindnefs done
to me by Providence, and that it foll om
no otherwife than (could I have forefeen
how things would be) I myfelf fhould
even then have defired iv; that is to fay,
I found myfelf more %mtify.’d afterwards,
things happening as they did, than if that
divine dream, if we may call it fo, had
one on uninterruptedly to its full period.
%‘or it would but have put me into d;e ﬂ1;01'
: cilion
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feflion of all that truth at once, which in
virtue of this piece of the dream I got af-
terwards, with an oftenrepeated and pro-
longed pleafure, and more agreeable to

humane natufte. :
‘XXX. That that Divine nage that appeared to Ba-

thynous was rathera favourer of Pythagorifm, than
Cartefianifin. 7

Hyl. 1 profefs, Bathynous, thisis not
nething that you fay. Nay indced, fo
much, as I muft acknowledge my exce-
ption againft Providence in this paflage ve-
ty much weakned. But what ufe could
gu make of the filver key, when that

ivine ?etfmage explained nothing of it
10 you r -

Barh. It was as it were a pointing of
one to thofe Authors that conform the
frame of the world to that {cheme; as-
Nicolaus Copernicws and thofe that follow
that fyffem. But it is nowhere drawn
nearer to the clegancy of the filver-key-pa-
ﬁ: than in Des-Cartes his third part of

gmci%{es. . ‘

uph. That’s notable indeed, Bathy-
nous, ‘This is 4 kind of Dsvine teftimony
to the truth of all Des-Cartes’s principles. -

Bath. No, by no means, Cuphophron :
¥or in the golden-key paper, in that curfo-
ry glance I gave upon all the fentences or
aphorifms therein contained, amongft the

Qo2 reft
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reft I efpy’d one, of which part was writ
in greater letters, which was to this fenfe,
That the primordials of the world are not
wechamical, but [permatical or vital;
“which is diametrically and fundamentally
oppofite to Des-Cartes’s philofophy.

Cuph. There is great uncertainty i
dreams. -

Bath. But ¥ muft confefs ¥ think the
thing true ofitfelf. And if T had had full
conference with that Divine fage, I be-
lieve I fhould have found his philofophy
more Pythagorical or Platonical, (I mean
his natural philofophy, Cuphophron) than
. Cartefian. For there was alfo mentios of
the minal foul of the world, which fome
- modern writers call the fpirst of nature,. -

Cuph. So many men, fo many minds. .

- Bath. But I doubt not but that it is de-
monflrable by reafon, that the primord:
als of the univerfe are not purely mechant
cal., ) ' ‘

_ Cuph. So many men, fo many reafons,
fo many demonftrations; . :
+ Hyl. 1 believe Cuphophron takes it ve-.
ry-ill of you, Bathynous, that the old
grave perfon you met with in the wood
was not a thorough-paced Cartefian, ot
elfe he is in a very fceptical mood ;
which I do nor defire to be 'in, efpecially

mn
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in fo weighty points as thefe concerning -
Providence. And therefore let me intreat
you, Bathynous, to unlock that diffis
culty F propounded laft to Philotheus, by
virtue of your golden key- ,

Barh. You muft excufe me there, Hy»
lobares; I would not be fo injurious to
Cuphophron: as to make him a-falfe pro-
phet, who fo exprefly foretold a while a
g0, that the fates had defigned that ho
nour folely for Philotheus.

Philoth: Andit {feems, inthe like cons-
pliment to Cuphophron, I muft again re-
fume my not unpleafant burden of ferving'
Hylobares; which Ihalldo according to
the beft {kill I have. :

Philop. 1 pray you do, Philotheuss:
forI am very ambitious. you fheuld work.
upon Hylobares a perfeét-eurs,

Philoth, 1 fhall endeavour it, Philopolisi.
But I muft firlt take the liberty to chafe.
the benummed part,and foundly chide Hy»-
lobares that heisnot cured already,norhas.
been fufficiently fenfible of that clegrnefs:
. and evidence for. the unexceptionablemefs.
of Divine Providence which has been. hiv-
therto produced: Which I muftprofefs Il

" think to be fuch, thasahefe thai-have mot:

fome peculiar hurgour.or fancy, or labour:
not.under.the burden of their.own idiofyne.
Qo 3 crafie,,
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crafie, cannot but be fully fatisfied with,
without the flying to any fuch high{fwoln
bypothefis as that fyflem of the world re-
prefented in the filverkey-paper, or Pre
exiftence of fouls, which is part ef the
golden one, So that any farther folution
of the prefent difficulty, were it not fot
Hylobares his own fault, and the peculiz
sity of his own fancy that flill melcfteth
bim, were plainly unneceffary and fuper
fluous. How many thoufands of fober
and intelligent perfons have been fully fatis-
fied touching the accuracy of Divine Provi
dence without any fuch far-fetch’d helps?
Soph. Which 1s a fhrewd indication,
that thofe arguments,  diftinét from thefe
more airy bypothefes and finely contrived
fancies, are the more natural ftrength and
arms, as it were, of human underftanding,
(by whole ftrokes it bearsitfelf up in thele
profound myfteries from finking into infi
delity ot atheifm;) but thofe more big and
fwelled bypothefes, but as a bundle of bulk
es or 4 couple of bladders tied undet
the arms of fome young and unikiiful
fwimmer, :
. Hyl, And T for my part, gentlemen,
do profe(s myfetf:fuch a young and unkit
ful fwimmer in thefc depths, and therefor®

- would gladly be fupported by the aniﬁ:}d
: _ e
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ufe of thefs bladders, that my melencho-
Jy may never fink me to the bottom.

Cuph. And I commend your wit, Hy-
lobares, that you can fo well provide fot
your owh fafZ:m. For I dare undertake -
that thefe bladders are fo big, fo tough,
and {0 light, that if they be but well tied
on, 4 cow or ox may fecurely fwim on
them thro’ the Fellefpont, or rather theo’
the main ocean, and never fear drowning,

Hyl. 1 thank you for that encourage-
ment, Cuphophron, and fhall therefore the
more carneftly beg of Philotheus, that he
would ufe all the art and {kill he has to tie
them on me as faft afpo{ﬁbly hl:e can,
that of pre-exiflence clpecially, the res-

s md}::l"; thereof ) tlfat the fieing may
never {lip nor break, c0 my hazard of duc-
king to the bottom., .

hiloth, That I will do, Hylobares, but
on this condition, that you ever remember
that what I do thus firmly faften on you is
yetbut by way of #ypotdefis, and that you
will no longer make ufe of thefe bladders
than till you can fafely {fwim without them.

Fy. };[‘hat 1 do.fatthﬁ:’ll‘y promift you,
Philotheus, in the word of a Gentleman,
Wherefore, without any facther interrupti-

on, I pray you g’mcc_cd'. _
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XXXI. The application of themtheﬁs in the golden-
key-paper, for the clearing ifficulties touching the
moral evils in the world.

Phijoth, 'Fo begin therefere where we
Yeft. Do you ftill, Hylobares, adhere to
thattruth, that fre¢ agents may fo hainoufly
misbehave themfelves, that even accord-
ing: to the laws of divine goodnefs they
may be detruded into the ftate of devils
and of hell, and thérefore far more ca
fily into a ftate lefs deplorable ?

Hyl. That I faid,-and do flill fay, isto
me a clear czfe, Philotheus,

Philoth. Let us then, but affume outof -
the golden-key-paper that which is fo clear
ly contained therein, the pre-exiffence of
human fouls, and all'thefe black and dak
difficulties, that thus over-cloud yourur
derftanding will inftantly vanifh,

Hyl. Why fo, Philotheus ? :

Philoth. Becaufe fuppofing human fouls
‘were created in the morning of the world,
and in fuch infinite myriads, there ha
been time enough finee that for as many
and more than hitherto have: peopled the
earth, ‘to haye tranfgrefled fo hainouily be
_fore their entrance on this ftage, that bys
Juft Ne»g/is meafured-and medified by the
“Divine Goodnefs itfelf they may be contri
ved into the worft.and moft: horrid circum
- flances, inte the moft fqualid and difadvarr

tageous:
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tageous condition and ftate of living, that
Euiftor has produced any example of among
the moft barbarous nations.

Hjyl. 'This reaches the point home in-
deed, Philotheus, and does perfeéily puil
up by the roots all pretenfion to this laft
and greateft fcruple, if we were affured of
the truth of the hypothefis.

. Philoth. Why, did not yourfelf call this
dream of Bathynousa divine dream,before
I came to make this important ufe of it?
And every divine dream is a true dream,
But you ferve me juft fo as Cupbophron
did Bathynous, Whiles it feemed to ferve
his turn to. credit Des<Cartes’ Philofophy,
fo long it was a divine teftimony; but when
1t proved contrary, then there was little
certainty in dreams. This feems a piece
of levity in you both,

. Hyl. But I hope in myfelf'the more par-
donable,O Philotheus, by how much more
- Important a thing it is that the ground of a
man’s belief of the goodnefs of divine Pro-
vidence fhould be folid and unfhaken, than
that Des-Cartes’ principles fhould be deem-
ed a piece of fuch infallible wifdom, Cur
PhOé)hron’s vilification of the dream pror
ceeded out of a partial zeal in the behalf of
the Cartefian philofophy: my diftruft of ig,
out of an excefs of defire it fhould be tﬁ‘uc. _

- - ox
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For I mutt confefs, if this one point in it
of pre-exiftence appear to me certainl
true, all my doubts and difficulties toud
ing the moral evils in the world will fud-
denly melt into nothing. Nay, if I could
believe Bathynous his dream to be a divine
dream, the firft aphorifm in the golden
key-paper puts all our controverfies to
end, it declaring the meafure of Providence
Yo be the divine Goodnefs, which hasm
bounds but irfelf, which 15 infinite. Where
fore it was the moft calamitous accident
that could ever have befallen the philofo
phical republick, that thofe two unizcnlg
afles fo rudely broke off Bathynous®s

© fence with that venetable {age, who, Ifur
mife, in that intended difcourfe would
have communicated the reafons and grounds
of thefe conclufionis to Bathynous. For
true reafon is fo palpable and connatural to
2 man, that when he finds it, he feels hin
felf fally fatisfy’d and at eafe.

Philoth. 1 commend your caution, Hy
lobares, that you are fo loath to build grest
conclufions upon weak or uncertain prit
ciples, Wherefore let me offer ti:dyoﬂ
confideration a point of which I prefume
you will acknowledge yourfelf more cer
tain, that is, The poffibliey of the prees

i ' sfience
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zfmeoftbefod;ldcmandofyou, if you
¢ not very certain of

Hyl. Yes furely Iam; I fee no repug
pancy at all in it

Philoth. Then you are ot certain but
that the foul does pre-exifl, }

Hyl. 1 confefs it.

Philoth. And uncertain that it does not,

Hyl. That cannot be denied ; it is the
fume, I think, I granted before.

Philoth. Thercfore, Hylobares, you
mske yourfelf obnoxious both z0 Provi.
dence and to myfelf. To Providence, in that
you bring in uncertain allegations and ac.
culations againft her, and fo foil the beaw
tyand petfoftion of her ways, that are fa
juftifiable wherethey are perfeétly known,
by oppofing fancies and conceits, fuch as
you your{elf acknowledge you are not cer-
tain of, o me, in that you covenanted
with me at the firft, never to alledge un-
certain hypothefes againft known truth,

" Hyl. This is true, Philotheus; you make
me half athamed of my inconftancy. But
in the mean time I do not find myfelf in
that full eafe I defire to be, while as well
the pre-exiftence of the foul as her non-
pre-exiftence is an uncertain bypothefis.

Philoth. If you cannot find divine Pro-
vidence perfeét without it, it is your f:‘;xvltn
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fault that, as to yourlelf, to fave you from
finking, you do not make ufe of it as a
true hypothefis  And foralmuchas you find
it fo hard to difcover divine Providence w
be perfe&t without it, that is no fmall ar.
gument that the hypothefisis true,
Hyl. T muft confefs. I think it is a fafer
argumeat than Bathynous his fingle dream,
- Pbhiloth. Nay, it were in it{clf, Hylo-
bares,_ a folid argument, {uppofing Provi-
dence cannot well otherwile be falved ; as
it is fit for the Copernican hypothefis, that
nothing elfe can give a tolerable account
~ of the motion of the planets. And I moft
tell you farther, Hylobates, that this Ay
pothefis of the foul’s pre-exiftence is not
the fingle dream of Bathynous {leeping in
the grafs, but was deemed a vifion of
truth to the moft awakened fouls in the
world. ' :
.- Hyl, That’s very good news, Philothe-
us; for I do not at all affet fingularity,
nor love to find myfelf alone. :
Philoth. If the dream of fleeping Bath
nous be a mere dream, the moft famoufly
wife in all ages have dream’d waking. For
that the fouls of men do pre-exift before
they come into the body, was the dream of
thofe three famous philofophers, Pythago-
ras, Plato, and Ariftotle ; the dream of the E-

- gyptian
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- gyptian Gymnofophifts,of the Indian Brach-
mans, and Perfian Magi; the dream of
Zoroafter, Epicharmusand Empedocles;the
dream of Cebes, Euclid, and Euripides;
the Dream of Plotinus, Proclus, and Iam-
blichus ; the dream of Marcus Cicero, of
Virgil, Pfellus, and Boetius; the dream
of Hippocrates, Galen, and Fernelius ;
and, laftly, the conftant and avowed dream
of Philo Judeus, and the reft of the moft
learned of the Jews. ’ :
Cuph. 1 pray you let me caft in on
more example, Philotheus.
Philoth. I pray you do, Cuphophron. -
“Cuph. The dream of the Patriarch Ja-
cob when he flept in Bethel, and dream’d
he faw angels defcending and afcending
on aladder that reached from earth to hea-
ven; whereby was figured out the defcent
of human fouls eis yéveow, and their re-
turn from thence to the xthereal regions,
Hyl. O egregious Cuphophron, how do
T admire the unexpeétednefs of thy inven-
tion] Thisis your dream of the myfterious
dream of the holy Patriarch, :
Ct;pb. And who knows but a very lucky
one? :
Hjyl, But I pray you tell me, Philotheus,
' Pp . did
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did any of the qld Fathers:of the church
dream any fuchdream asthis? =

Sopbr. This is & wery becoming and
commendable tempes- in  Hylobares; . thar
his younger fyqars, will enquire: after- the
Judgment of the ancient fathers in the
primiti¥ve church touching fo important. 2
matter.

Cuph, Thofe primitive-ages were the
youngeft ages of the church, but the:ages:
of perfons much the f{ate now that-they
were then, S :

Hyl. Notwith@anding this flirt- of Cuphe-
phron’s wit, I befeech you, Philetheys,
{atisfie me in the queftion I propounded

 Philoth, This at leaft, Hylobares, is
true, that the primitive fathers i the moft:
entjre ages of the church dream’d not the
leaft evil of this dream of pre-exiftence;
the #ifdom. of Solamon, Which exprefly
aflerts. it, being appointed by them to be.
read in their publick Affemblies, Nay,
our Saviour himfelf, when he had a meft
fignal occafion to have undeceived the
Jews in that point, if it had been falfe or
dangerous, ia the queftion touching the
man that-was born blind, took not the leaft-
offence at the fuppofition. Whence you
will the lefs wonder that either St. Autlin,
Byfil, and Gregory Nazianzen, were fa
: vourably
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vourably affeCted touching the opinion;
or that Clemens Alexandrinus, Origen, Sy-
nefius, Arnobius, and Prudentius, were
exprefs afferters thereof, -

. Hyl, This truly, Philotheus, cafts e
o {o great a fecurity from any harm in
the hypothefis, that if you hold on as you
have begun, the power of your fpeech
will unavoidably charm me into the fame
dream, o

Philoth. You know the worft of it then,
Ig:lobares, that your mind will be at per-
felt reft ‘touching the prefent difficulty
concerning Providence. And if teftimonies
thus pleafe you, be affured of ithis,. that
there was never any philofopher that held
the foul fpsritual and fmmortal,but he held
alfo that it did pre-exift.

Hyl, That is very confiderable.

Philaeh. And do not you, Hylobares,
hold the foul of man to be an ncorporeal

“tndifcerpible fubftance, a fpirst.

Hyl, I do, and I thank you that I do
fo, Philotheus.
" Philoth. How then comes it to pafs that
you, being of fo philofophical a genius,
thould mifs of the pre<xiftence of the
foul? For there being no other confider.
able opinion in view but creation, traduc.
tion, and preexiffence; creation of pure

Ppa fouls,
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fouls, and the infufion of them into im-
pure bodies, and in fuch horridly-impure
" circumftances as fometimes happens, isa
" repugnancy to the purity of God,.who is
fuppofed then to create them: but traduc-
tion a derogation and contradiétion to ‘the
Jpirituality and indifcerpibility of the foul
itfelf.  Wherefore 1t neceflarily remains,
that thefe two being fuch abfurd opinions,
the third muft take place, and that the
fouls of men do pre-exift, :
Hyl. O Philotheus, that venerable fage
in Bathynous’ fleep could not have argued
* better than thus, if they had come to con-
- ference. I do not dream, but I fee with
the cyes of my mind wide open in broad
day, the reafonablenefs of this bypothefis,
7%:# the fouls of men did exift bejgre they
came into thefe terreftrial bodies. '

Phsloth. And in this day-light, Hyloba-
res, all your difficulties do vanifh touch-
ing that part of Providence that refpeéts
the moral evils, whofe hue feemed fo dif-
mal to you out of hiftory, dnd their per-
gifgon fo reproachful to the goodnefs of

od.

Hyl. They are all vanifhed quite, and
thofe touching natural evils too, fo far
forth as they refpe& the fouls of men.

Philop. "This 15 a good heating. Weare

: infinite-
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infinitely obliged to Philotheus for his
pains. Are there any more fcruples behind

touching Divine Providence, Hylobares ?

XXXII. Several obje&ions againft Providence, fetched
from defeQs, anfwered partly out of the golden, partly
out of the filver-key-paper

.. Hyl. Only thofe objeétions fetch’d from

defets conceived to be in the adminiftra-
tion of Providence. For the’ we be con-
vinced that all things that are are rightly
ordered ; yet it may be demanded why
there are no more of them, why no fooner,
and the like.

Sophr. Indeed, Hylobares, you {eem to
me hugely overcurious in fuch inquifiti-
ons as thefe. * Is not the whole world the
Alms-houfe of God Almighty, which he
had a right to build when he would, and
to place us his cleqmofynar;' creatures in
itno fooner than he pleafed? He does but
uti fuo jure in all this. And it is an out-
rageous prefumption, to expeét that he
fhould not aét according to his own mind
and will, but according to the groundlefs
enlargements and expanfions of onr wanton
and bufie fancies. So longas we fee thatthe
things that are are well and right’y admi-
niftred, and according to the laws of good-
nefs and juftice, it is a marvellous picce
of capricioufnefs to complain, that fuch
things with the unexceptionable ceconomy
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olf them began no fooner, nor reach nofar-
ther,

Bath. You {peak ve vely and fo-
berly, O So hlg)n, andrﬁlim WhiZh has ve:
ry folid fcn& at the bottom, if rightly un-

erftood. For God has no obligation from
the creatures to make them fooner, or more,
or larger, and the like. So that if he had
made the world no larger than the vulgar
fancy it, a thought fuppofe above the
elouds, or had ftay’d the making of it till
a year ago, or had not made it yet, nor
ever intended to make it; he did- in all this
but uti fuo jure, as you {peak. Butin that
he has made it much largerand fooner, to
what leading Attribute in God is thatto
be imputed, O Sophron ? .

- Sophr. Surely to his mere Goodnefs,
Bathynous. -

Bath. You acknowledge then his Good
nefs the leading Attribute in the creation
of the world, and his #ifdom and Power
to contrive and execute what his AVl ac’
tuated by his Goodnefs did intend. .
~ Sophr, Speaking ‘more humano, fo it
feemstobe. - - :
""Bath. But this is a marvel of marvels
to me, that the Gooduefs of God being in-
finite, the effets thereof fhould be fo nar-
row and finite as commonly men concclit?
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if there be no incapacity in the things
themfetves that thus ftraitens them. That
one {mall-fhare of the divine Goodnels
fhould be a&live, but that infinite remain-
der thereof, as I may fo fpeak, filent and
im@ive, isa riddle, a miracle that does
mfinitely amaze me. ,

Sophr. O Bathynous, my very Hears-
ftrings are fretred with fear and anxicry,
when you plunge us into fuch profound
difquiI{tions as thefe, out of which there
is never any hope to emerge. I pray you,
Hylobares, afk modeftly touching thefe
things, I wonder you are not throughly
fatisfied about Providence already : I am
fure I am.

- Hyl. And I defire but to be fo too, So-
hron, What will fatisfic one man will not
atisfie another.

Philoth: That is very true, Hylobares,
which I perceiving, it forced me to men-
tion the golden key of Providence to you.
For we do not wantonly and oﬁentative}y
produce thofe keys, but at a dead lift,
when no other method will fatisfy him
whofe mind is anxious and follicitous
Youching the ways of God, that by thefe
”y};{qtbejes he may keep his heart from

nking,

Hﬂq It is a very laudable cuftom, Phi

‘ ' lotheus,
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lotheus, and fuch as I find the benefit of
already. For I find the very firft difficul |
ties ofythis laft and prefent head I intend-
«d to propofe, to'melt away of themfelves
in virtue of that light from the golden-key,

I mean that of pre-exiftence. For Iintend- |
ed to have propounded it as an objeétion
againft the goodnefs of divine Providence,
that, whereas the foul can live and fubfift ‘
out of this terreftrial body, (for fo it does
after death) fhe fhould not be created be
fore this terreftrial manfion, and enjoy her 1
felf before fhe come into the body, as well
as afterwards. But this dotrine of pre-ex.
#flence has plainly prevented the objeéti: ‘
on. Another objeétion alfo, touching the
Me(fias coming into the world fo lately,
is in my own judgment much enervated |
by this Aypothefis. For who knows but
the demerits of human fouls were f{uch,
that it was confonant enough to the good:
nefs of God, not to communicate the beft
religion to the wortld till that time it was
communicated ? ,

Philoth. That is po inept confideration,
Hylobares. But befides, itisa ftrange pre-
fumption to determine when it is tuft fit
time for Providence to ufe her ftrongeft ef
fort for reclaiming of ftraying fouls: and
to reclaim them as foen as they have ﬂrag-

: ° € >
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ed, is next to the kecping them forcibly
from ever flraying, which is to hindera
free agent from ever aéting freely. Where-
fore fecing the fouls of men were to ufe
their own liberty, there were certain pom-
pous fcenes of affairs to proceed upon ei-
ther fuppofition, whether they ftood or

-fell, and not at all prefently to be huddled
up in an inftant, And what light Provi-
dence brings out of thedarknefs of fin, I
did more particularly intimate unto you in
our.yeﬂcrgay’s difcourfe.

_Hyl, T remember it, Philotheus, and
relt very well fatisfied. :
Philop. To expeét that the Meffias

- fhould have come into the world fo foon

~as Adam had fallen, is as incongruous as
to expeé the reaping of the crop the very
fame day the corn is fown, or that {pring
and autumn fhould be crouded into the
fame months of the year. i _
_ Hyl, This is abundantly plain. And
apother difficulty alfo which I intended
topropofe, touching the plurality of earths
or worlds, quite vanifhes: while I con-
template the paradigm of the world’s fy-
ftem in the ﬁlver-keyip:‘z‘per, that bears me -
up as ftoutly on the left hand from fink-
ing as the other Ayporhefis on the right.
Both. Do you not fee, Sophron, that
: — you .
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you are worfe fca’d than hurt ? Do you
not. obferve how thefe great and ~formsi-
dable difficulties crumble away of them-
felves, when a judicious eye has had once
but a glanée into the truth? ,
Sophr. *Tis well if all will come off fo
clear. ' ' :
-XXXIII. Difficulties touching theextent of theuniverfe.

Hyl. But there ave fome livele fcruples
remaining, Philotheus, partly about the
extent of the umiverfe, partly -about the
babitablenefs of the gahmet.r and earths.

Soph. 1 thoughtfo. '

Philoth. Propound them, if you pleafe,
Hylobares. v ,

Hyl. Whether the univerfe be finite, or
infinite. Forif it be finite, it is infinitcly
defettuous, if it may be infinite. ,

- Philoth. That’s well put in, if it may
be ; but try whether itmay be or no,Hy
lobares. : :

- Myl. How, Philotheus ?.

Phslosh, Fancy it as infinite as poflibly
you can.

Hyl. T fancy it abfolutely infinite.

Philoth. Then evety part thereof is ine
finite,

Hyl. You mean every denominated
part, Philotheus ; elfe the number of parts
16 only infinite, not the parts.

‘ ' Fhiloth.



Of*the Providence of Gop. 419
- Philoth. Tmean the denominated tts,,
a third, a fourth, a fifth, & Bu a
middle third part is bounded by the ex-
wemes, and therefore the extremes them-
felves are boundable. And confequently.
when you have fancied the world a5 in-
finite as you can, you muft be inforced
ftill to conclude it finite, ,
Hyl. Tt feems fo, if it be not 4 fallacy,
Fhiloth. Wherefore if the poflibility of
an infinite world he inconceivable to you,
it can be noimputation to the goodnefs of
Providence if it be found finite,
Hyl. But is it found finite, Philotheus?
Philoth. No art nor oracle that I know
has declared it fo, * That not only the
globe of rhe earth but her very orbit is
but;as a peoint to the circuit of the nearef}
fiX’d ftars, offers rather toward a detectien
of the infimite vafinefs of the world than of
the finitensfs thereof. How vaftly diftane
then are thofe little fix’d flars that fhew but
as fcattered pin-duftin a frofty night ? In
What immenfe removes are they one be«
yond another 2 % Q Ifiael, houy great is
the boufe of God ! how large is the place of
bis poglefion ! great, and hath' no end ;
bigh,” and unmeafurable. ‘They are the
words.of the prophet Baruch, '
‘ : Hyl.

Bar. jii, 24, 25,
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_ Hyl.It feems then that the sufinitenefs of
the world is declared by that oracle rather
than the finitenefs thereof. o

Philoth. It is fo vaftly big, Hylobares,
that there is little doubt but that it is as
immenfe as it can be, and that is enough to
fhew that the dimenfions thereof take their
meafures from the divine goodnefs. Whence

it is clear that Providence is unexceptio-
nable in this point. ‘

Hyl. Trisfo. .

. Sophr. 1 with Philotheus come off fo
well in the other. R .
> . Pbhiloth. Be courageous, O Sophron ;
we’ll do our beft, when Hylobares has pro-
pofed it. : .
XXXIV. Difficulties touching the habitablenefs-oy unha-
bitablenefs of the planets.

Hyl. That the filver-keyfjftem is the
true {yftem of the world I am well enough
- perfuaded of, and that confequently it were
in vain to objet the-folitude of this one
earth in this immenfe liquid {pace-of the
world, whenas this {yftem exhibits fo ma-
Ry more to our view. For we can no foon-
er difcern our own earth to be a planet,
but we muft therewithal deteét alfo -that
the reft of the planets are fo many earths,
as indeed_the Pythagoreans did exprefly

call the moon out ayTiyJwr or oppofite
earth.
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- ¥ earth. But the difficulty I come to pro-
pound is touching the habrrablenefs of them,
which I fuppofe will not be denied; but
then there 1s this {nare we are caught in,
that if we conoeive them to be inhabited
by mere brutes only, there will be a de-
fe& of men to keep good quarter amongft
them ; but if they be alfo inhabited with
men, thefe men will want the means of
{falvation ; for that they are in a lapfed -
flate is {uppofed in their becomiag terref-
trial creatures : either of which is inconfiftent
with that exquifite goodaels of God that
is pleaded for. o »
Philoth. "That’s a knotty problem im-
deed, Hylobares. \
Soflvr. Why do you fmile, Philotheus ?.
methinks it is a very formidable queftion.
Philoth. 1 {mile at fomething that extra-
ordinarily pleafes me, _
Sophr. 1 pray you whatis it that pleafes
‘yoy fo much, Philotheus ? I would gladly
know it, that I might {mile alfo for com.

any.
¥ lg;n'lotb. It is Sophron’s honeft and fo-
ber folicitude touching the folution of the
prefent difficulty,which fo becomingly be-
trays itfelf in the very air of his counte-
, Qq nance,
* Arift. deceelo, lib. 2,cap. 13, . -
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naace, and even then when there és lu&
four of mifcarriage.
Sophr. That were good sews, Blnlo
theus, if itawere trae, ~
Philoth; Tt is a lefs puzzle than thite
bout the falvation of them :of the New

found-world upon earth, I mesn thofe of -

America, who heard not the lealt whilper
of either Mofes or of Chrif? till withinthis
age or two. In what capacity -of falvatioa
were they then, O Sophron, ﬁ:rfomcth
* fands of years together, who - yot aséces
tainly of a lapfed race ? (whenas whetber
all fouls that enter into thicker vébiclesin
any pars of rhe umiverfe be lapfed, isun
certain.) And we cannot deny but'that

waft continent has been inhabited, asialfo

the adjacent iflands, all that time, the’

they heard as little of. Chrif, as theytbat |

live in Saturn or the AMoon. -

Sophr. That cannot be deny’d, Philo
theus. - But you know either youlfet( of
-or fome of us has -anf{wered -this -poianat
ready, That thofe Americans thathwdﬁn-
‘cerely according to the light they-had,
‘God might impart more to them, and &

nally in fome cxtraordmary way-or other

-communicate the knowledge of Chryf to
them to their eternal falvation. :For:you

know a juft and honeft creduor xfddll)c
ebt
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debt be fatisfied by a friend, tho’ un-
known to the debitor, yet he will fice
him from all fuits at law . and. arrefls, and
whatever other troubles or incopveniences
sttend a debtor whofe debts are unfatis-
fied. Whence: the paffion and atonement
of Chrift might take eflet with the fincere
Americans, tho’ they knew nothing of the
hiflory thercof. And therefore being * ree
sanciled by the deaih of Chrift,they fhould
be much - more faved by bos life, a5 tha
spottie {peaks, .- : ;
v+ Philath, It is very well and ploufly ar-
gued, O Sophron. _
Hyl, I think fo too, Philotheus. .

* Philoth. Had 1 not therefore reafon to -

fmile at Sophron, being fo well furnithed
to fatisfic a greater difficulty, to fee him

fo hugely confounded at the lefs 2

- Hyl. But why take you this to be the

lefler difficulty, Philothens? -

" Rbiloth. Becaufe there is more elbow-
toam for framing of anfwets toit. For firfl,
fuppofe we fhould affirm that all the earths
Inthe univerfe, befides this of ours, were
inhabited merely with brutes; thut is no
argument at all againft the divine Goodnefs,
no more than it would. be againft the accu-
racy of policy in a great city to {ec all the
. : Qqz2 goals

* Rom. V. 10,
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goals therein devoid of prifoners, and tfig!
they were left to the fole poffeffion of bats
and cats, of rats and mice, and fuch ke
vermine. It were rather a fign of a. motg
exquifite government and geod difpofit