
This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized  
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the  
information in books and make it universally accessible.

https://books.google.com

https://books.google.com/books?id=h_5bAAAAQAAJ


 

CONVERSATION

RELATIVE TO

Some DOCTRINAL MINUTES, Gfc,





 

A

CONVERSATION

BETWEEN

RICHARD HILL, Efq-,

The Rev. Mr. MAD AN, and

Father WALSH, Superior of a Convent

of EngUJh BenediEline Monks at Paris,
•

Held at the faid CONVENT,

July 13, 1771}

In the Prefence of

THOMAS POWIS, Efq; and others, } .

Relative to

Some DOCTRINAL MINUTES, advanced by the

Rev. Mr. John Wejley and others, at a Confe

rence held in London^ Anguft 7, 1770.

To which are added,

Some REMARKS, by the EDITOR,

And the MINUTES themfelves prefixed.

At alfo

Mr. WESLEY's own Declaration concerning his

MINUTES verified, by another Hand.

L O » D 0 Ki

Sold by E. and C. DILLY, in the Poultry. 1771-

[Price SIX PENCE. J





c

Extract from the MINUTES of

a CONVERSATION,

Between the Rev. Mr. J. We/ley, and

others, at a publick Conference held

in London, Auguft 7, 1770, and

printed by W. Pine, Brijiol.

T
AK E heed to your Doftrine.

We faid in 1744, " We have leaned too

much toward Calvinifm." Wherein ?

1. With regard to Man's Faithfulnefs.

Our Lord himfelf taught to ufe the ex-

preffion. And we ought never to be

afhamed of it. We ought fteadily to af.

fert, on his authority, that if a man is not

faithful in the unrighteous mammon, God

will not give him the true riches,

2. With regard to working for Ufe.

This alfo our Lord has exprefly commanded

us.



« 3
us. Labcur ERGAZESTHE, literally work

for the meat that endureth to everlafiing life.

And in fad, every believer, till he comes

to glory, works for as well as from life.

3. We have received it as a maxim,

that " a man is to do nothing, in order

to Juftification." Nothing can be more

falfe. Whoever defires to find favour with

God, mould ceafe from evil and learn to

d« well. Whoever repents, fhould do works

meet for repentance. And if this is not in

order to find favor, what does he do them

for?

Review the whole affair.

-: r.i !

1. Who of us is now accepted of God ?

He that now believes in Chrift, with a

loving obedient heart.

. ./ 1 ; .' . - ^ •."-.'»..* ii J, j«

2. But whp among thofe that never heard

of Chrift ?

He that feareth God, and worketh righ-

toufnefs according to the light he has.

3. Is this the fame with, " He that is

fmcere ? "

Nearly, if not quite.
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4. Is not this, " Salvation by works ? "

Not by the merit of works, but by works

as a condition.

5. What have we then been difputing

about for thefe thirty years ?

I am afraid about words.

6. As to merit itfelf, of which we have

been fo dreadfully afraid : we are rewarded,

according to our works, yea, becaufe of our

works. How does this differ from for the

fake of our works ? And how differs this

from fecundum merita operum ? As. our

works deferve ? Can you fplit this hair ?

I doubt, I cannot.

7. The grand objection to one of the

preceding propofitions, is drawn from mat

ter of fad. God does in fa<5t juftify thofe,

who by their own confeffion, neither feared

God nor wrought righteoufnefs. Is this an

exception to the general rule ?

It is a doubt, God makes any exception

at all. But how are we fure, that the per-

fon in queftion never did fear God and

work righteoufnefs ? His own faying fo

is
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is not proof: For we know, how all that

are convinced of fin, undervalue themfelves

in every refpeft.

8. Does not talking of a juftified or a

fandtified ftate, tend to miflead men ? Al-

moft naturally leading them to truft, in

what was done in one moment ? Whereas

we are every hour and every moment plea-

fmg or difpleafing to God, according to our

•works? According to the whole of our

inward tempers, and our outward beha

viour.

 

A CON-
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A CONVERSATION between

Richard Hill, Efq; the Rev.

Mr. Madan, and Father Waljh,

Superior of a Convent of Eng-

lijh BenediSline Monks at Paris,

held at the faid Convent, July

1 3th, 1771, in prefence of

Thomas Powys, Efq; and others.

Mr. Madan. O I R, I fuppofe

k_J you have often

heard of the different feds amongft

the Proteftants in England?

Superior. Very often, fir.

Mr. Madan. Have you ever

heard of the Methodifts ? *

* By Methodifts was meant by the Que-

rift, Mr. J. We/ley and his followers.

B Supe-



Superior. Yes, fir, very often.

Mr. Madan. I can fhew you

their tenets, fettled by fome of

their chiefs at their laft conference

at London. Here they are. [giving

the extraEt of the minutes. See

page 5> 6, 7, 8.]

After the Superior had carefully

perufed them, he was afked by
*

Mr. Madan. Do you agree

with that doctrine, fir ?

Superior. No indeed, fir, we

do not hold fuch principles as

thofe.

Mr. Madan. What fault do

you find with them ?

Supe-



Superior. They are too near

Pelagianifm. *

Mr. Hill. The principles of

the Roman Catholick Church are

nearer to the Church of England

than thofe ?

Superior. A great deal, fir;

thofe of that paper are too near

Pelagianifm, the author is a Pe

lagian.

* Pelagius lived in the end of the fourth

century. He denied the doctrines of elec

tion, perfeverance, the imputation of Adants

fin and Chrift's righteoufnefs. He taught,

that our falvation depended on man's faith-

fulnefs i and that man could do fomething

in order to procure juftification, and to

find favour with God. St. Augujtin vindi

cated the doctrines of God's fovereign grace,

and man's inability, againft this heretic, who

•was publickly excommunicated by the

whole Catholick Church.

B 2 Mr.



Mr. Madan. What do you

think of the author's afTerting,

that thofe who are convinced of

fin undervalue themfelves in every

refpecl:; do you think finners

can undervalue themfelves ?

Superior. No, by no means ;

having too high thoughts of them

felves makes them live in fin.

Mr. Madan. Can we have any

good in us before Juftification ?

Superior. Certainly not ; our

Juftification is by Chrift alone :

for if St. Paul fays, that we are

not fufHcient of ourfelves to have

a good thought, how much lefs

to perform good works.

Mr,
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Mr. Madan. Can we ceafe to

do evil, and learn to do well, be

fore Faitn ?

Superior. No, we cannot.

Mr. Madan. St. Paul faith,

whatsoever is not of faith, is fin.

Superior. Undoubtedly.

Mr. Madan. I wifh, fir, you

would favour us with fome ftric-

tures upon that paper in writing ?

Superior. Sir, I am fo taken

up, that I have not time, or I

could fay a great deal upon it.

Mr. Hill. Your dodrine is

nearer that of the Proteftants ?

Superior. O, fir, a great deal,

that is Pelagianifm.

Several



Several other particulars oc

curred in the fame converfation,

which cannot be fo minutely

recollected as the above, but

throughout the whole, the Supe

rior {hewed a deteftation of the

principles in the minutes, as at

tributing, too much power and

goodnefs to man, whom he ac

knowledged to be fo fallen in

Adam as to be destitute of both.

We do verily believe, from

what the Superior faid, that the

principles in the extract are too

rotten for even a Papift to reft

upon.

And from a review of all that

paffed, it may be fuppofed, that

Popery is about the midway be

tween
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tween Proteftantifm and Mr.

Wejley.

Since the above converfation

and remarks were committed to

paper, I have been informed that

Mr. Wejley, at his late conference

held at Briftol^ complained of a

mifreprefentation of his fenti-

ments, and that he and upwards

of fifty of his preachers then af-

fembled, figned the following

manifefto.

»

4 Whereas, the doctrinal points

4 in the minutes of a conference,

* held in London^ Auguft 7,

( 1770, have been understood to

' favour juftification by works :

* now we, the Rev. John Wejley

{ and



4 and others, aflembled in confe-

( rence, do declare, that we had

£ no fuch meaning ; and that we

* abhor the dodrine of juftifica-

* tion by works, as a moft peri-

* lous and abominable doctrine ;

* and as the laid minutes are not

* fufEciently guarded in the way

f they are exprefied, we hereby

* folemnly declare, in the fight

* of God, that we have no truft

* or confidence, but in the alone

* merits of our Lord Jefus Chrift,

* for juftification or (alvation,

4 either in life, death, or the

* day of judgment ; and though

4 no one is a real chriftian be-

4 liever, (and confequently can-

*. not be faved) who doth not

4 good works, where there is

* time



* time and opportunity, yet our

* works - have no fhare in meri-

1 ting or purchasing our juftifi-

' cation, either in whole, or in

* part. '

Now, I would only obferve,

that the fole defign of writing or

fpeaking is to convey ideas, and

in whatever point of view any

number of words or fentences

ftrike the hearer or reader, there

we are to look for the true fenfe

of what is written or fpoken.

If this were not the cafe, there

would be no ufe at all in letters,

or even in fpeech itfelf; the

plaineft affirmations and cleareft

decifions would be ftill nothing

but mere ambiguities, and liable

C to
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to a thoufand different conftruc-

tions, infomuch that no man's

real fentiments could ever be

known ; even Mr. yohn Wejleys

fine courtly performance, intitled

* Free thoughts on the prefentftate

ofpublick affairs^ might be inter

preted as a fevere libel upon the

king, the miniftry, and the prin-

cefs dowager, and as the higheft

eloge upon IFi/kes, liberty, and

forty-five : for it is not at all

more certain, that the political

labours of Mr. Wejley are intended

as a defence of his majefty and

his minifters, than that his theo

logical labours (I mean as given

-us in the minutes of 1770) are a

defence of juftification by works.

And we have juft as much realbn

to
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to fuppofe that the declaration

itfelf does not convey its proper

meaning, as the minutes them-

felves which gave rife to it.

But as a ftriking proof how

little any of Mr. PFefleys ader-

tions are to be depended upon,

I beg leave to prefent the reader

with the following contraft, con

taining on the one fide, what he

has advanced in favour of imputed

righteoufnefs ; on the other, what

he has faicj againft it. *

* I alfo intended to have drawn another

contraft, from Mr. Wejlef^ various afier-

tions upon the do&rine of finlefs perfection,

but I was fearful of extending my little

piece into a folio volume.

C 2 PRO.
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Why fhould you thirk

it a ftrange thing thai the

righteoulnefs of Chri:!

A-.'.u'Id bt imputed?

Mr. H'efltfs Chnft. Lit.

vol. ix. f. 231.

Lhrift bcftoweth his

righteoufnefs on us by im

putation. Chriji. Lib.

vcl. xir. p. ztfi.

Coine then, IMPUTE, im

part,

To me, thy righteoufnefs.

Again,

Let faith and love com

bine

Tot'unrL thy valiant bread;

The plate be righteoufuefs

divine,

IMPUTED and impreft.

Mi . J. Wrjly't Hymns.

The rigbteou/nefi that

faveth us, is wrought al-

re.iJy by God. — Mr.

It'ifttft ChriJ}. I/ib.

We are only to believe

and accept this righteouf

nefs which is offered us.

When that is done, it ii

God's part to frame us

and fafhion as for a holy

life.

Chrifl's obedience in ful

filling the law, is imputed

to all that believe unto

rightcoufnefs, as if them-

fehrei h*d fulfilled it.

Chriji. Lib. vol. XIV. f. 221.

CON.

For Chrift's fake do not

diipute for the particular

phrafe, the imputed righ-

teoufoefs of Chrift. ^~—

Air. U'ejlty's letter ta Mr.

Htrvty.

The ufe of that term

(viz. the imputation of

righteoufnefs) in net frrip-

tural ; it is not necefury ;

it has done immeo/e hurt.IbiJ.

To fay, the righteouf

nefs which jollities is al

ready wrought out. is a

crude:, unfcriptural ex-

preiiion. Ibid.

The nice metaphyficai

do.'rrine of imputed righ

teoufnefs, leads not to re

pentance, but to licenti-

oufnefs, and mikes men

fatisfied without any holi-

nefs at all. Ibid.

It is neither a fafe nor

fcriptural way of fpeaking,

to fay, the obedience of our

furety is accepted in Head

of our own. Ibid.

Not-
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Notwithstanding thefe mani-

feft contradictions, Mr. Wejley

affirms, that his opinion has been

always one and the fame on this

head, and if he were to go on

affirming and contradicting forty

years more, I fear he would ne

ver have the candour to acknow

ledge his own inconfiftencies.

And yet this identical gentleman

has written a book, entitled, * A

prsfervative againft unjettled noti

ons in religion : ' and to this very

day both he and his difciples are

blaming the reft of the chriftian

world, as void of charity and bro

therly love towards them, and are

for ever crying out, union, union.

But how is this union to be

maintained ? Only by wading

after



after Mr. yohn We/ley through

the quagmires of Pelagianifin and

Arminianifm : — by paying the

moft facred deference to all his

cautions againft what authors are

to be read, and what preachers

to be heard ; -— by putting out

one's eyes to believe him con{if-

tent through all his inconfiften-

cies , — and by tamely giving up

the moft precious and eflential

truths of the gofpel, whenfoever

they clafh with any of his own

favourite opinions. Upon thefe

eafy terms, union with Mr. yohn

We/ley might foon be eftablifhed.

But whofoever would prefume to

bear an open honeft teftimony a-

gainft any of his dogmatical deciii-

ons, or dare to mention his ftrange

pre-
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prevarications, is immediately

held forth as a perfecuting, vin

dictive, blood-thirfty monfter, ac

tuated by curfed party fpirit, and

under the influence of fatan him-

felf. * All attempts to reafon

with fuch furious bigots as thefe,

would

* Thefe mild and dove-like expreflions

have lately been vented from the fhop of a

{launch admirer of Mr. Wejley, (probably

one of his perfect clafs) in a printed cir

cular letter, dated "July 2, 1771, and writ

ten, as I fuppofe by the poft mark, from

BriftoL The letter itfelf is too poor to

deferve any notice ; however, what is want

ing in flcill is amply made up in bitter

invective againft Calvinifm, and in true zeal

for the Weflean fyftem •, whilft the author,

like a thoroughly exafperated Arminian,

happlily difplays his candour, in bringing up

the old ftory of Servetus, and attributing

the fame fpirit which caufed him to be put

to



would be only like whifding to

the wind. Put I am fully per-

fuaded, that there are many

humble, excellent, catholick-fpi-

• rited chriftians, in fociety with

Mr. Wejleyy though thefe are for

the moft part kept in much bon-

to death, to all who have the misfortune

of differing from Mr. Wejley. He alfo

greatly laments the lofs of that charity

among profeflbrs, which betieveth all things^

find tndureth all things ; though all the idea

he feems to have of it himfelf, confiils in

believing all things which Mr. John believes,

and in enduring all things which Mr. John

choofes fhould be endured by his own fol

lowers, concerning marriage, tea, fnuff,

&c. againil which Mr. John gravely exer-

cifed his pen, whilft he remained a ftranger

to the happinefs of drinking a comfortable

difli of tea, with Mrs. Wejley^ his prefent

lady.

dage



dage, by being continually fent

to pore upon their own corrupted

hearts, inftead of being led to

view themfelves always compleat

in Chrift ; and whenever they

btfgin to tafte the fweetnefs of

free gofpel falvation, are fright

ened from it by bugbear cautions,

#> beware of Calvinifm, Antino-

ffiknifm, a partial God, &c. It

is therefore for fuch as thefe that

this little piece is chiefly intend

ed, and if it prove a word in

feafbn but to one foul, I fhall

not fegret my labour.

With regard to Mr. Wejley.

himfelf, it h not for me or any

other man to determine concern

ing his ftate as a chriftian. It is

D certain

.



certain there may be much zeal

which is not according to know

ledge ; and it is alfo certain, that

much fea and land may be compaf-

fed to make profelytes, by thofe

who are neverthelefs ftrangers to

real conversion themfelves. I con-

fefs however, I had for many years

an high veneration for Mr. JVefley^

even though I differed from him

in thofe points deemed calvinifti-

cal. But his Jate minutes have

obliged me to form very different

fentiments of him ; and thefe

fentiments are fo far from being

changed into more favourable

ones,- by the late declaration at

Brtfto/t that I am thereby more

than ever convinced of his un-

fettled



fettled principles, and prevarica

ting difpofition.

I fhall not enter into any dif-

pute with the author of the cir

cular letter, concerning the pro

priety or impropriety of the print

ed paper, dated Bath, and figned

Walter Shirley. Suffice it to fay,

that I was not prefent when that

paper was drawn up, nor did I

know the contents of it till it

was fent to me after its publica

tion. I readily acknowledge that

Mr. J. Wejley^ as leader of a fed

diffenting from the articles of the

church of England^ has a right

to maintain his own principles ;

and yet I think it the duty of

every chriftian, fo far as he be-

D 2 lieves



lieves thofe principles to be un-

found and dangerous, to t^ftify

his abhorrence of them.

I would conclude with ob-

ferving, that there cannot be a

more unfair way of proceeding,

than to condemn doctrines on ac

count of the practices of fomp

individuals who hold thofe doc

trines. That there have been, in

all ages, thofe who pro/efs to

know God, whilft in works they

deny him, is but too certain ;,

and we might as well charge ths

fins of David, L&fy Noah^ the

inceftuous Corinthian^ and even,

of yudas himfelf, upon our Lor4:

and the apoftles and prophets, as

attribute the perfopal crimes of

any
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any one or more proferTlng what

is called Calvinifm, to the fyftem

of divinity taught by that emi

nent reformer "John Calvin. I

mention this, becaufe a late wri"

ter in the prefent controversy has

defended his caufe with fome wea

pons of this fort ; but however he

and I may differ in fome parti

cular points, I have the higheft

veneration for his many and great

excellencies, and know his can

dour to be fuch, that I am per-

fuaded upon a review of that

part of his publication, he will

fincerely wim it had been left

out ; not only for the reafons I

have mentioned, but becaufe he

rnuft be very fenfible how much

thefe
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thefe things expofe religion, in the

eyes of the world, and that he

hath thereby opened a door of re

taliation, againft certain perfons of

his own principles, which, how

ever, I forbear to make ufe of.

 

Tkt



The Rev. Mr. John Wdley'j de

claration concerning his minutes^

verified, by another hand.

Whereas, the religion and fate of three

nations,

Depend on th' importance of our con-

verfations ;

And as fome objections are thrown in

our way,

Our words have been conftrued to mean

what they fay ;

Be 't known from henceforth, to each

friend, and each brother,

Whene'er we fay one thing, we mean

quite another.

THE END.
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