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LETTER S

Reverend Mr F—R,

Relative to his Vinpication of the
MINUTE S

OF THE
Reverend Mr Joun WesLEy.

Intended chiefly for the comfort of mourning
backfliders, and fuch as may have been
diftrefled and perplexed by reading Mr
WEesLEY’s Minutes, or the Vindication of
them. '

By,a FRIEND. s

<
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Printed for E. and C. DiLLY, in the Poultry.
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"LETTER TtHe Figst,

M"ybe_i‘y dear S1R,

Think 1 cannot more properly begin this
Leetter, than in the words of that late faithful
and eminent minifter of Jesus Curist, the
Reverend Mr Georoe WHITEFIELD, who, writ-
ing to the Reverend Mr Jouny WesLEy on the
fubject of Election, Perfeverance, and finlefs Per-
fection, thus addrefles his beloved friend. ¢¢ Gop
« only knows what unfpeakable forrow of heart
s¢ | have felt on your account. Whether it be
« my infirmity or not, I frankly confefs, that
« Jonan could not gowith more relu&ance againft
¢ Nineveb, than I now take pen in hand to write
¢ againft you. Was nature to fpeak, I had
¢¢ rather die than do it; and yet, if I am faithful
¢« to Gop, and to my own and others fouls, I
« muft not ftand neuter any longer. 1am very
«¢ apprehenfive that our common adverfaries will
« rejoice to fee us differing among ourfelves, But
¢« what can I fay ? The children of Gop are in
¢ danger of falling into error. Nay, numbers
¢ have been mifled,” 8&c. &c. &c. .
Permit me now, dear Sir, to make the above
words my own. Gop alone knows the forrow of -
heart wherewith 1 addrefs you; and how much
the fear of cafting ftumbling blocks before fome
who are really fincere, and the apprehenfions of
giving occafion for malicieus joy to ethers, who
B defire



[ 2]
defire no greater fatisfaction than to fee the childrerr
of the Prince of Pesee divided ameng themielvesy
had well nigh prevailed upon me to pour out my
foul in Tilence, inftead of publicly taking up the-
pen againft you. But when I percetved the foli-
citude with which Mr WEsLE¥’s preachers recom-
mended your' letters to Mr SarxiLey in their
refpc&wc congregations, and above all, how many
of Gob’s people had been perplexed and diftrefied
by rcadin ‘g them 3 I fay, whea I perceived this re-
be the cafe, and had prayed. to the Giver -of al}
wifdom for -direCtion, I could not but efteem it
my indifpenfible duty to fend out a few obferva-
tiorts an your book, . efpecially as no other perfon,
that ¥ know of, -had made any reply to the doc-

-tringl parts of i, from the time of its pubhcqnon

With regard to the Circular Lester dated Bath,. .
I fhall Rudioufly avoid the very menfion-of. it, as..
whether the fending of it - were in itflf.a wrong
ftep or .a tight one, is of no manner. of confe-..
quence in the matter_ of falvarion, , Neither fhnll
I follow you pege by page, but. ukmg the Minuges .
in the. onder .they Rand fhall dwell upon them .
wiore or lefs. a9 appeats ngccﬂ’ary

Fuwr TBEN—] have no ob_)eéhon to the uf'c.
of that expreffion ¢ Man’s faithfulnefs,”” in a
fober gofpel fenfe of the words. Qur Lorp him-

" felf fays,. b faithful umto. deartb. And I am per-.

fuaded that he will engble -gll his members, in a.
degres, 10°be fo. Bur if it be fuppofed that the

‘ftabilicy .of the Covenant of Grace, and the faith-.

fulnefs of Gop, .afe ar sl affcCted, ecither by the
faithfulnefs or unfarthfulpefs of man, this dotrine

‘T-uteerly rqe& ¢ -and think I.cannot do otherwife, .

vmhout rejecting the exprefs declaration of Scrip-
[ tuie,
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ture, which fays, ‘in thit glorious promife made
to CurisT, and in him to all his feed, in P/aim
Ixxxix. I bave found David my fervant : with my
Boly oil bave Iamointed bim. My fsithfulnefs and
my mercy foall be with bim : and in' my name foall
bis born be exalted. My mercy will I keep for bim
Jor evermore, and my covenant ﬂmlt frand faft with
bim. His feed alfo will I make 10 endare for ever;
and bis throwe as the days of beaven. If bis cbildren
Jorfake my law, and walk not in oy judgments; if
they break my flatutes, and keep mos 'my commande
ments 5 sben will 1vifie their tmu/grqﬁam with the
rod, and their iniguity with fripes.  Nevertbelefi
my loving kindnefs will 1 not ulm*{y take from bim,
wor fuffer my faitbfulnefs 10 fail. . My Covenans
will I not break, #wor alter the thing that is gom ous
of my lips.. Beheve me, dear S1 Ryit o

- With the greate{’c cﬁeem,

-Your ﬁncere fnend for Cmus'r '3 ﬁke,

Deoembatz, 1778 . v .
. , _ tts;t:;_{‘tp’.t.

LETTER raE Szconp.
- Dear Sir, B . S

T HAT we are to work Sfor hfc (wbether fp:-
ritual or eternal life be meant by the fecond
Article of the Minutes) or that we are (according
to the third Article) to do' any previous work in
order to juftification, and to find favour with
Gop, are afiertions moft exceedingly felf-contra-
B 2 -~ dictery,
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dictory, if we admit that all men are fallen in
Apam: for if it be a truth that man is by nsture
dead in trefpaffes and fins, thap in bim dwelleth no
good thing, and that the carnal mind is enmity.
againft Gop.; then whilft a-foul remains in this
{tate of fpirigual death and enmity, he can neither
quicken himfelf, nor pleafe Gop. And therefore
the fame Apoftle, who affirms, that they which are
in the fle/b (that is, in their. natural -unregenerate
Rate) cannot pleafe Gop ; addrefies the believing
Lpbefians withy you bath be quickened who soere dead
i srefpaffes and fins. And if . quickened, then
pardoned and jultificd, according to €, ii. 13+
And you, being.dead in your fins, and the uncircume
cifion of the fle/b, bath be quickened sogether. with
"bim, HAVING FORGIVEN  YOU ALL TRESPASSES.
Spiritual life apd pardon of fin, are infcparably
connected.  All who are delivered from the power
of their natural darknefs, and tranflated into the
kingdom of Gop’s dear Son, not only /ball bave
bersafter, _but have:now redemption through Lis
blood, even tbe forgivenefs of fins.

If we fuppofe that there are -any conditional
works before pardon and juftification, then thefe
works mutt either be the works of one who is in
a-ftate of -nature; er in o flate of grace;-either
condemned by the Law, or abfolved by the
Gofpel : If the former, the Apoftle has already
determined that be cannot pleafe Gop ; becaufe he
is in a ftate of utter enmity againft him, ‘yea
alienated from the life of Gob ¢hrough the ignorance
ithat is in bim, becaufe of tbe blindnefs of bis bears.
-Not being grafted into Curist the living vine,
‘he cannot bring. forth any good fruit, nay, if our
Lorp himfelf may, be crccﬁtcd, he can abfolutely
.do nothing ‘at all (that is) in the things of Gop ;
R ; every

- -~ -
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«every imagination vf tbe thoggbts of bis beart being
only evil, and that continually. As foon therefore
may we expe living.a&ions from a dead corpfe; —
light out of darknefs ; —fight out-of blindnefs ;<
love out of enmity ;==wifdom out of ignorance;-~
fruit out of barrennefs ;—health out: of ficknefs;e=
ftrength out of weaknefs ;—fomething out of no-
thing ;—as look for repentance or" any one good
work or theught, from a foul who is not quickened
by the holy Ghoft, and who hath not yet found
favor and acceptance with Gop. rooi

But if you tell me that 1 miftake your meaning,
and that although we muft ceafe ro do evil, and
Jearn to do well; mutt repent, and do works mex
Jor repentance, in order to juftification, and to find
Javor with God ; yet you are far from fuppofing
we can perform thefe things in our own natural
ftrength., I afk then; in whofe ftrength are chey
performed ? You fay in' the ftrength of Crrism,
and by the power of the holy Ghoft, according
20 thofe {criptures; I can do all things tbrough
CurisT firengtbening me—being frengtbened with
might by bis Spirit in the inner man.  Then, dear
Sir;. it is moft clear that every foul who works in
the ftrength of CurisT, and by the power of the
holy Ghoft, is already a pardoned, juftified foul ;
he already HaTH not only fpiritual but everlufting
life: -and therefore all talk of his werking :FOR
life, or-in order to find favor with Gop, is not
lefs ablurd, than if you were to fuppofe that a
man could at the fame moment be both con-
demned and abfolved ;—awake and aflecp ;—dead
and alive ;—Jjoved .and hated of Gob ;—be one
with CHrisT, through his Spirit dwelling in the
heart, .and yet not have redemption, peace, and
seconciliation through the blood of his crofs.

- B 3 Surely,
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Surcly, dear Sir, you will not affert that 2 fonl
who is quickened together with Curist, and in
whom the Spirit of Jesus dwells by his gracious
influences, can be in a ftate of enmity with Gop ;
and if notin a ftate of enmity, then he muft be
in a ftate of pardon and reconciliation ; and if in
a ftate of pardon and reconciliation, then he has
already foxnd favor with Gop : and therefore the
warks which fuch an one produces, are certainly
" from life; not for life, becaufe he bath found
favor and is juftified; not in erder to find favor,
and to be juftified.

Byt w0 have recourfe to ex.ample " What did
the expiring Thief, what Mary MacpaLEN,
‘what Lyp1a the feller of purple, what the Pbikp-
pian jailor, what the ferpent-bitten Ifraelites, what
PauL himfelf do, in order to juftification, and
to find favor with Goo ? Yea, what .did any one
of the members of the whole Church of Curisth
do, ‘to whom, though newly converted to the
Chriftian faith, the Apoflle writes as already
wajhed, [anilified, and jujhﬁed in the Name of our
Lorp JEsus, and by the Spirit of our Gop, 1 Cor.
vi. 11.  And the fame Apoftle exhorts his Epbe-
Jians to forgive ome another, evem as Goo fir
CHRIST’S fake HATH FORGIVEN tbem, Epb.
iv, 32.

Agfccr all thefe tcﬁnmomcs, if that of our own
Church may be permitted to bring up the rear,
the declaration of her Thirteenth Article, that
¢ Works before Juflification are mot pleafant to
s« Gop, but bave in them the mature of finy’
muft immediately cut off all pretences which fuch
works can put in towards finding favor with Gop,
till it can be proved, that fins and good works
are fynonymous terms, and that man finds favor
- : with
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with Gob by doing what 'is hot' pleafant and
acceptable to him. ' . .
* v appears therefore' an undeniable truth, con-
firmed by the' teftimonies of fcripture, common
fernife, the experience ‘of all Chriftians recorded int
the facred books, and of the Church of Anglamd
in her Thirteenth Asticle 3 that wherever Gop
puts forth his quickeaing power upon a foul, i
is'in confequence of -his having already taken: that
foul into covenant with timfelf, -and having
wathed it white in the blood of the Lamb flain -
before the foundation of the world. ‘Pardon and
reconciliation are already obrained by fuch an one:
He is now paffed from death unto life, and fbad
never come into condemnation. R

1 do not indeed deny but the fenfe of pardod
may afeen be withlield, where "neverthelafs the
foul is really in a juftified ftate. Parden and
peace with Gop, is one things the sefifying of
that pardon and peace to a finner’s €onfcience, is
another. And this knowledge of our intereft ia
CHR 6T, "is certainly to be foughr in the ufe of all
sppointed means ; we ate 2o feek thar we may find,
10 afk that we may bave, to knock thas it may br
opened unto us. ‘In this fenfe, all-the “texcs: you
have brought to prove that man Is to do fomes
thing in order to obtain juftification, and o find
€avor with Gop, admit of ‘an’ eafg folution s but
upon any other plan are abfolutely irreconcilable
with ‘the gofpel fcheme of -acceptance, and of
Gop's freely juftifying the ungodly, " witbout momey
and witbout pricé. > - - 0 : T

We will fum up the whole matter with the
following -Queriés ‘and -Remarks ‘concerning - the
perfons whom you'{uppofe are to-wark for: lifey
[ _— . B g, v aud
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and ix erder to obtain juftification and t0 fnd favor
witb Gob. :

Are they believers, or are they not? Are they
~in CHRrisT, or are they not? Do they bring
forth the fruits’ of the Spirit, or do they not?
Are they born again, or are they nat?—The
queries are nearly fynonymous. They muft be
anfwered pofitively in the negative, or pofitively
‘in the affirmative ; yes, or no.. There being no
middle condition between fpiritual life and fpiritual
death ;—between a ftate of nature, and a ftate of
grace ;—between a ftate of faith, and of un-
belief ;—between a child of wrath, and a joint-
heir with CurisT ;—between being born .again
of the Spirit, and being fenfual, not havipg the
. Spirit. :

If therefore your reply be in the negative:
then I muft ftill affirm, that tbey which are in the
Jlefb cannot pleafe Goo.— Without CHRIST we can
do notbing s——without faith it is impoffible to pleafe

- Gob.

If you an(wer in the affirmative; then, dear
Sir, you are reduced to the acknowledgment
that a man may be a believer, and yet not have
found favor with Gop ;—:hat he may be inter-
efted in CHRr1sT, and yet have the wrath of Gop
abiding on him ;—that he may bring forth the
fruits of the Spirit, and yet not be juftified ;o
that he may be regencrate and born again, and
yet remain under the curfe of the law ;—ghat he
may be one with Curist, and CHRrisT one with
him ; and yet not be pardoned and reconciled to
Gonb. . All thefe contradictions 1 think you muft
unavoidably fubfcribe to, whilft you admit that
there .js any one work, call it ¢ondition, qr what
you will, before pardon and juftification. And

that
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that Mr WesLiy was once of the fame fentiment
with me in this-particular, is:moft clear from the
following .quotations out of his own works,. -

*¢ 1 believe no.works can be previous to Juftic
«¢ fication, nor confequently @ condition of it}
¢« but we are juftified (being.till that hout un-
« godly, and therefore incapable of doing any
<« good works) by «faith alone; faith- without
<« works 3 faith, though producing all, including
“ no good works. ‘JournaL trom dug 12,
1738, to Nov. 1739, p. 81.:

Again; * Whofoever thou art who deﬁrcﬁ
¢ to be forgiven, and reconciled to the favor of
s« Gop, do not fay in thine heart, I muft firft do
¢ zbis 3 knoweft thou not, that thou canft do
¢« nothing but- fin ull thou .art reconcxlcd?"
Sermons, Vol. I. p- 1

Once more ; ¢ Whatfoever virtues (fo called)
* a man may have (I fpeak .of thofe to whom
¢t the gofpel is preached, for what have Ito do
s¢ to judge them. that are without) whatfoever
*«« good works (fo accounted) he may do, it
s« profiteth not, he is ftill a child of wrath, ftill
« under the curfe, till he believes in Jnsus ”
Sermons, Vol. 1. p. g6. :

But are we not called upon to feeck pardon again
and again? Are we not taught by.our Lorp
himfelt to forgive others, as we hope to be for-
given ? Undoubtedly. For there is not a moment
in which a child of Gop does not ftand in need of
frefh applications of the pardoning blood of JEsus
to his foul. Bur this is no reafon why he fhould
ever lofe .the covenant-relationthip he ftands in
towards Gop, nor why all trcfpaﬁés are not
already forgiven him. . The iniquities of CerisT’s
pcop)e were all laid on him at once, they were all

made
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made to meet on bim as it is in the makgin, Jfi.
lit. 6. he anfwered every claim which Law and
Juftice could ever have againft them, when he
fulicted, tbe juft for the anjuft, that be might bring
&s:ta Gop. , i -

Dear S1r, What will become of you and me, if
perfe@ payment was not made for our fins to the
end of our lives, as well as to the year 1772. The
fins we have already been guilty of, were as
much faid vpon Curist before we were born,
and confequently before we committed them, as
thofe ‘which hereafter we may commit: (for in
tmauy things we offend all, and there is not a juft
man spon earth, that livethb and finneth mot ;) if
therefore the reconciliation be ot already com:
pleat and perfed, if there be not mow a full dif2
charge of all debts to Gon’s people, they never
€an be difcharged at all; there remaineth no
other facrifice for fin, than that which was offered
when CaRrisT bled upon the crofs 3 and yet there
s :no believer who dees not daily need to wath
himfelf in the founmin opened for fin and un-
cleannefs. . -

‘Thele truths (myfterics indeed to the aatural
man !) being kept in view, we may ealily folve
that feeming paradox, that even juftified fouls con-
tinvally ftand in need of pardon, and are to feck
the fenfe and application of it to theis fouls in the
ule of all appointed means. -

But you attempt to prove that Mr Weseey’s
do&rine of working in order to find favor, and to

atwain juftification, is as agreeable to found reafon

as you fuppofe it to be agrecable to the word of
Gop. Your Argument is this 3 that < believing
s fs previows to Jufification.” But, dear Sir,
this is begging the queftion; and permit mefto
- ay

-~
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fay that T deny the affertion. . Waving all difpdtes
concerning ctarnal JuRtification, or Juftification in
the mind and purpofe.of Gon, I maintain,- that
believing cannot poffibly be previous to Juftifie
cation ; and you youtfelf muft-maintain the fams,
unlefs you will adopt the phrafe of AN unyusrre
FIED BELIEVER ; whereas the. holy Ghoft wcaches
that a// who believe ARE juflified. Curist is freely
held forth to finners, as they lie in-tbeir dlood, ab
ememies, ungodly, rebellious, unuft, under the curfe,
without hope, wosbout firengsb, &c. and not as
bringing this or that qualification of faith, re-
pentance, or any thing :elfe ; and wherever
Curist gives himfelf to a foul, he in the fame
inftant works faith and repentance in that foul.
We may as well fuppofe that a man eats before
he takes any food, and that be fees before he
reccives the light of the fun, as that he believes
before he is juftified : for believing, and feeding
upon CHRIST, are not more infcparably connetted,
than eating, and taking bodily food, or then
feeing and receiving light are infeparably con-
neCted. Yea, true faith can no more fubfilt
without its obje&t CHRisT, than there can be a
marriage without an hufband. e
From hence I conclude; that. the dotrine of
believing before juftification (and thereby making
the grace of faith a conditional work) is not lefs
contrary to reafon than it is to fcripture itfelf.
* Faith (faith St AvcusTin) is the lantern
¢ that giveth light unto the foul ; but as the
* lantern giveth not light of itfelf, but as it is
“ lighted, fo faith by its own a& doth not juftify,
“ but as it receiveth CHR1sT, who is the wue
« light.”’ : :
. . Now,
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. ‘Now, dear S1r, review the' whole affair rela-
tive to man’s working for life, and in order to find
favor.with Gop, .and-you will perceive that no
alarm is taken, -not any -letters fent through the
various provinces againft old Morpzcai for fup-
pofing that the woman mentioned Luke xv. lights
a candle, fweeps the houfe, and fearches diligently
" in order. to find her loft piece ; but becaufe old
Mogrbicar infifts upon ir, that the piece lights
the candle, fweeps the houfe, and fearches dili-
gently in order to find the woman *, Believe me, -

Dear Sir,
With the m:a/l. regafd,- .
Zour fincere friend for CHRIST’s fake,

4R EHEE RB2N

LETTER THE THIRD.

Dear Sir,

HOW Gop may deal with the heathen world,
is not for us to pry into; fuch prying was
difcouraged by our Lorp himfelf, and evidences
a defire of being wife above what is written. Suffice
- ' it

® Note, If there be any meaning at all in the parable, by
the care of the woman is fhewn that of our Loro in feeking
and finding 3 loft finner, and by the piece the finner himfelf
is fot forth. The merciful Jesus both feeks and finds, but
the piece is meerly paflive. So the firayed fheep (mentioned
in the foregoing verfes) did not feek the Shepherd, but the
Shepherd. both {ought and found his wandering theep ; hereby
exacily verifying the words of the Prephet, 7 am found of them
1bat fought me not,
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it to believe, that all his dealings with the children
of men are holy, juft and good : And whilft, on
the one hand, I fhould be fearful to affirm_that
every Pagan is inevitably loft, 1 fhould on the
other be very careful of fpeaking too highly of
their auwainmepts, left I fhould thereby feem to
undervalue the ineftimable blefling of a preached
Golpel : for, if the Jew, as faith St Paur, hath
much profit and advantage every way above
the heathen, how much more then hath the
Chriftian ? . L iy
- As to the particular inftance of CorNELIUS, it
has been fo often controverted, that I fhall only
remark, that there is a material difference between
faying, that in every mation_be that feareth Gop,
and worketh righteoufnefs, 18 accepted, and SHALL
BE accepted. .. The verb is in the prefent tenfe,
and therefore the plain fenfe of the paffage is (not
that by fearing Gop and working righteoufnefs,
he doth any thing tq find. favor, but) that in
every nation he that feareth Gopo, and worketh
‘righteoufnefs IS an accepted perfon, and proves
himfelf to be fo. . CorneLIus was a chofen veflel,.
As fuch he was quickened and freely pardoned,
and as fuch he brought forth fruits meet for re-
pentance ; but the knowledge of that JEsus in
whom he was interefted, was not fully revealed
to him till after he had heard St PETER’s Sermong
though Mr HEervey and others, upon good
authority, feem to think that this was not the
fir time thar this Gentile convert had heard of
the Saviour. R .
I cannot by any means acquiefce with you, that
- the chriftian Church is obliged to Mr Joun
JWEsLey for. the introduction of the word merst,
when. applied to the works of man; yea even
. " though

-
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ftiough thole works be wrought i -him by thé
grace of Gop. In which fenfe, however; yow
are of opinion that i# may be jeined éo the words
GOOD WORKS, aad bear an evangelical meaning. In
order to be convinced of this, you delire the candid
reader to confider, with Mr WesLiv, that Gop ac-
eepis and rewards wo work but [o far as & proceeds
Jrom bis own_grace sbrough the Belrved'; and that
when be works in us By bis Spirit, onr works camnol
£ /o far as be is concermed-in them) but be in & fenfe
meritorious s becaufe they are bis works. Yea
you fay, that yoa are as niuch perfuaded that the
grace of CHRIST merits in the works of bis members,
though they themfelves ‘merit nothing bat bell ; 43
you are perfuaded Phat gold in the oré bath its in-
srinfic worth, though it is mixed with duft and drofi
which are gool ‘for mubing. -You -aflest, that
whofocver denies this, maimtains ah Anticbriftian
po_/x‘mn, rmm[y, ‘that CurisT bas kf- bis power
of meriting. And- you conclude the paragraph
with declaring, that the cry of Herefy and Popery
will not make - you give up this Sfundamental trush of
Chriftianity, that Jesus is the Jame, the very fame

defer'umg Lowro, yefterday, to day, -and for ever.
“There is no {mall’ degree of 'chrcznery here,
Fhe reader’s mind is kft impreffed with a ftriking
eruth, by which ‘means all that goes before will
be the more readily admitted. But though [
sgree with my dear friend, that Je<us is the Tame
deferving Lorp  (in hnmfclf) yefterday, 1o day;
und forever ; yet 1 dm perfuaded, that even thofe
works that are wrought in his members by his
Spiric, are fo far from meriting at the hands of
Gop, that, inafinuch as they flow through the
ghannel of corrupt nature, they are tainted with
‘tmuch imperfeltion. I know af ro rule of Goodr-
nefs
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nefs but the Law of Goo; and fo far as sny.
work falls fhort of that it is finful y much more.
then is it #o! merilgrious. -, Nay fuppofing it even.
came up to the demands of the moral Law,. fill
it would not_be mwritorieus ; fog the Law being -
the only ftandard and touchftone ef obedience,
unlefs it even exceeded that, it could not merit,
And therefore in the parable of the dutiful fesvane,
our Lorp afks, Dotb be (the mafer) thank that
Jervamt becaufe be did the things that were com-
manded bim 2 1 trow mot,. So likewsfe ye, when xe
Sfball bave done all 1hgfe things which are cammandsd
you, fay, We are anprofitable forvants: we bave
done that which was our duty to do. S
You endeavour to illuftrate what Mr WgsLEY
and yod have advanced uvpon ghe merit of works, -
by the inftances of Davin and Hezekian, who
bave pleaded that merit bfore Goo. As-to the
appeal of HEzEk1aH to his own integrity, when
properly taken, it is ao more than any Chriftian
may be allowed to make, . confiftent with the
deepeft humility. But the words of Davip are
much more ftrong, and. fuch as no meer man
ever did or can ule without the higheft arrogance
and prefumption. They arc_as follows: Zbe
Lorb rewarded me ascording to my righieoufnefs,
according to the cleannefs of my bands batb be re-
compenfed me. I was upright before bim, tberefore
batb be recompenfed me according to my rig breoufuefs,
Pfalm xviii. You aftonifh me beyond meafure,
in faying ¢ thas it is contradiéling the whole contexs.
to affirm that Davin bere perfonates CHRIST.™
Whereas a few verfes further, in the very fame
pfalm, he thus fpeaks: Tbou baf delivered me.
from the firivings of the people : and thou baft mads
me tbe bead of the beathen : -a people whom I bave
. : not



[ 16 3.

wot knvton- fpall ferwei me.) A3 Joon" a3} they bear
of me, they [ball obey mé: - Surely, déaé Sir. you’
will no longeraffirm; that’ Davro-in this pfaim
does not fpeak in:the- ‘petfon of Cxrist, 1am*
fure that when he fpeaks in his own perfon his
language is very different: Enter not into judg-
ment with 1by fervamt; 'O Loro, for-in’thy fight-
Jkall no man living be juftified. If thou, Lorp,
Jhouldeft be extreme to mark what is done ami ifs, who
may -abide i¢? And -yet it is from thefe and the
like fcriptures that you conclude, that thofe who
bave a clear witnefs they bave dome what Goo com-
manded, may without berefy, bumbly dmand the
promifed reward. '
‘Bat, dear Sm, where is the man who hath
fuch a witnefs in himfelf of having done what’
Gop commanded ? -And- fuppeling he had done
this, we have already proved, that fo far from
being able to demand sbe promifed reward, upon
thé plea of merit, (for that you are fpeakmg of in-
the examples before us) he would be ftill an un--
profitable fervant§ ard- his claim to a recom-
penfe, inflead of being an inftance of -his humility,
would only demonftrate the unfubdued pride of
His Pharifaical heart.” So that I can neither agreé
with Mr WEsLEy and you in believing, that ¢ tbis
is-an evangelical view of things, or that by it the
Redeemer is much 'bonoured. by the doiirine of the
merit of good works” And I am cercain had
good Bifhop Bever1DGE been new living that he
. would have intirely acquieiced' with- me. Hear
how this humble man of Gop fpeaks of his beft
thoughts.- ¢ 1 do not only betray the inbred
¢« ‘venom of my hearr, by poifoning my com-
¢ mon actions, buteven my moft religiuus per-
& formances alfo, with {in, [ cannot pray but I
N 13 ﬁn;
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t fin; I cannot hear or preach a Sermon, but I
« fin; I cannot give an alms, or receive the
¢« facrament, but I fin; nay, I cannot fo much
¢« as confels my fins, but my very confeffions are
« ftill aggravations of them; my repentance
¢ needs to be repented of, my tears want wathing,
«¢ and the very wafthing of  my tears needs fill to
¢ be wafhed over again with the blood of my
¢ Redeemer. Thus not only the worft of my
« fins, but even the beft of iy duties, fpeak me
¢ a child of Apam.” '

Private Thoughts.

1 thall now endeavour to fhew, that it is not
without reafon that real Proteffants have raifed
the cry of berefy and popery againft Mr Joun

BsLEY ; though with regard to the latter, we

are not perhaps in fo much danger as is imagined,
at leaft, if we may form our judgments from a

late coniverfation T, we are not : but however the

popifh pricft may feem athamed of the relation-
thip, we fhall now fhew that there is a much
nearer refemblance between the doftrines of Mr

Joun Wesiey and mother Church, than the

popifh fuperior chofe to acknowledge.

The tfamous Dr Anprew WitLeT, who
flourifhed in the reign of Queen ELizaBeTH, in
his controvetfy with the Rhemifth Jefuites, thus
ftates the quettion in difpute between us and them,
concerning the do&ri(r:xc of merit, in his Symopfis

Papifmi ;

4+ See a pamphlet, intided, 4 Converfation betaveen
the Reverend Mr Mavan, Ricuarp Hite, and THomas
Powys, Efquires; and Father WaLsk, Superior of a Convent
of Englith Beneditine Monks at Pasis, relative to Mr
WaesLzy's Minutes ; held at the faid Convent, Fuly13, 1771,
Soid by E. and C. Ditry in the Pewirry. Price Sixpence.

[}
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Papifmi ; where the reader will perceive that yoo
have done the Papifts great injuttice, in alledging,
that they. afcribe merit to meer external per-
Sformances, done in man’s own ftrength ; whereas
they give not the name of meritorious wotks to
any but fuch as are wrought by the grace and
Spirit of Gop ; in the very fame fenfe in which
you affirm that Mr Joun WesLey believes them
to be meritorious : for example.

¢« Works done of nature, without or before
¢ faith, cannot merit: but works done by Gop’s’
¢ grace may,” &c. Rbemifh Papifis. .

In like manner Cardinal BeLLARMINE. ¢ Faith
« doth indeed exclude their rejoicing that glory
«¢ in themfelves, and in their own ftrength. But
* not that rejoicing whereby we rejoice in our
« works and merits by grace,” . N

Doflor WILLET’s anfwer. ¢ Now whereas we
« do alledge many teftimonies of the Fathers
¢ againft merits; BrLrLarminE would fhift us
«¢ off with this anfwer, that they fpeak of marr
¢ qualis ¢ft fine gratia Dei, as he is without
<t grace; that he cannot merit by his own
« ftrength; I will therefore fhew out of the.
«¢ Fathers, that even a man in the ftate of grace
¢« cannot merit.”” o ‘

¢ A Chriftian muft pot be lifted up for his
« merits in this world, becaufe no man here in
< this life can fay he is without fin. Whatfoever
% he hath in this life is a gift, not a meric.””
AvcusTINE againff PELAGIUS.

«.Let others feek merit, let-us ftudy to find
¢¢ grace.”” BERNARD.

Do&or WiLLET brings many other teftimonies
to prove that even the works of thofe who are in
a ftate of grace cannot merit, but it is needlefs to
quote any more : however, I cannot avoid tran-

fcribing
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fctibing the words of that holy Martyr ALzxaxDER
Seton, fpoken jult before hé was burnt tor the
teftimony of Jesus. ¢ He that can fhew me any.
¢¢ {cripture that works do merir, or be any means
¢ to our juflification : for the firft feripture 1 will
« without any further judgment lofe both my
¢¢ ears; for the fecond my tongue; for the third
¢ my necki” Fox, p: 1206.

Permit me to bring one fhort quotation from
that zealous champion for the Popith caufc, the
Bifhop of Meaux, whofe book as writiten in
French now lies open before me, but.for the
benefic of my Englifh readers, 1 fhall tranflate the
paffage, after having tranfcribed it from the
original.  ¢¢ De peur que I’orgueil humain ne foit
¢ flate par I'opinion d’un merite prefomptueux,
¢¢ ce meme concile (de Trente) enfigne que tout
“ le prix & la valeur des ceuvres Chretiennes
¢« provient de la grace fantifiante, qui nous eft
¢ donnée gratuitement aunom de Jesus CHRriIsT
¢ et que c’eft un effer de Pinfluence continuelle
¢ que ce divin chef a fur ces membres.”

<¢, For fear that human pride fhould be flattered
¢ by the prefumptuous opinion of merit, this fame
¢ council (of Tremt) teaches, that all the price
¢ and value of Chriftian works, comes from
¢ {anctifying gracc, which is given us freely in
¢« the name of Jesus CHRrisT 5 and that it is an
<« effect of the continual influence that this divinc
¢ Chief (or Head) has upon his members.”

From all thefe feveral quotations from Popith
-writers, it is moft -evident, that the grand. caufe
of our feparation from them in the Article of
"Works, was not becauft the Church of Rome
maintained a merit in outward performances, as
done by men in a ftate of nature, for this the

c2 utterly
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utterly difclaims ; but becaufe the held, with Mr
WEesLey and his followers, the meritorioufnefs
of thofe works which are done after grace received,
whereas our Reformers would in no fenfe admit
the word when applied to man, or any thing
wrought in man.

To this purpofe Bifhop Cowrer, page 78.
¢« No man, led by the Spirit of Jesus, did ever
¢ ufe this word of merit (as applying it to man,)
s¢ it is the proud fpeech of the fpirit of Antis
¢ chrift. Search the fcriptures, and ye fhall fee
¢¢ that none of- all thofe who fpeak by divine in-
¢« fpiration did ever ufeit; yea, the godly Fathers
¢ have always abhorred it.”

Burt it is time that you fhould tell me, that
notwithftanding all that I have faid againlt merit,
I have not yet fplit the hair between our being
rewarded according to our works, and fecundum
merita operum, as our works deferve.

I confefs that 1 by no means think the dif~
ference depends upon b [plitting of an hair 3 buc
that the two expreffions when duly confidered,
are as wide as eaft from weft.

That every man fhall be rewarded according to
‘his works, 1 read in many places 3[ Gop’s word 3
-but that any man fhall be rewarded for, tecaufe
of, or according to the merit of bis works, 1 read
in no part of that word. The former admits of
an eafy interpretation, according to the analogy
of the Chriftian Faith; when we acknowledge that
-the reward is not of debt, but of grace. The
latter, inftead of excluding boafting, opens a door
. for the moft intolerable pride ; as it is not poffible
to diveft the word meris from the idea of worsbi-

nefs,
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nefs, by which means the reward is no more of
grace, but of debt. '

If therefore good works be rewarded, it is by
n?) means owing to the merit or defervings of the
works, even though they be the works of
believers: but becaufe Gop, of his own meer
favor, rich grace, and undeferved boonty, hath
promifed that he will freely give fuch reward to
thofe whom he hath chofen in his dear Son, that
they fhould bring forth much fruir, and that he
fhould be glorified in them.

Burt although it does not require much difficulty
to fplit the hair between a reward of merit and
of grace; yet inafmuch as nothing can merit
before Gop, which is not more than our duty to
, do, I own I can fcarcely fplit the hair between
works of meri¢t and works of fupererogation. As
I have already had the unhappinefs to fee Mr
WesLey afftrting, and Mr F. defending the
former, 1 hope I fhall never have the additional
concern of fecing them jointly maintaining the
laueer.

From what has been faid, I think it plain that
it is not without caufe, that we have been fo
dreadfully afraid of the word merit: And that the
affercion of Mr WEesLEy, that < there is no merit
s« but in the blood of CurisT®,” is much more
agreeable to real Proteftantifm, than that we are
rewarded, fecundum merita operum, according 1o
tbe merit of cur works. Believe me,

Dear Sir, .
'~ With much efteem,

Yours fincerely for Curist’s fake,
BAEBEES BBBD

® Mr WrsLsy's Sexmons, Vol L. p. 249.
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" LETTER THE Fougré.

.

Revergid and dar SIR,

IF I may plainly declare what part of Mr

WesLEY’s Mgnutes I efteem miolt contrary to
found docttine, it is thofe pofitions,

ift, ¢¢ That all who are convirced of fin, un-
¢ dervalue themfelves in every refpect.”

2dly, ¢ That talking of a juftificd, or a fanéti-
t¢ fied ftate, tends to miflead men; almoft
¢ patutally leadmg them to truft in what was
¢ done in one moment. Whereas we are every
¢ hour and every moment pleafing or difpleafing
« to Gop, according to out works ; according tQ
¢ the whole of our inward tempers and outward
¢ behaviour,” .

Firfi-then ; We will .confider the pofition, tbat
all who are e-nvinced of fin, undervalue themfelues
in every rofpedd. -

You acknowledge, that this is an ircautious
expreflion, but jou thmk it capable of a good
conftructicn.  Bur, dear Sir, confider what a
force you mLﬁ put upon the words to give them
the confirultion you have dene. Taking them in,
their plain ealy fomﬁ;anon the only idea they
convey is, « T hat a convinced finmer is apt to
¢ have tco mean an opinion of himielf,”” Whereas
if he thoug ht that he was nothing but {in and coriup-
tion, that his heart was full of deceit and defperate
wickednefs, yea, enmity againft Goo hlmrclf, it
he believed theie was no;hmv but blinduefs in his
underftanding, perverfenefs in his will, and dif-

- order 1n his aff: ¢tions 3 that every faculty of his

{oul was to;ally dcpravcd 3 and that he was all
over,
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over, from the crown of the head to foul of the
foot, fpiritual wounds and bruifes, and putrifying
fores : 1 fay, if he thought all this of himfelf,
ftill he would not think himfelf half fo vile as the
{cripture holds hiro forth to view; much lefs
‘would he undervalue himfelf. ButI am fo far a
real Proteffant, and Mr WesLey’s real Friend,
as to be willing to admit of the explanation which
you have given us of the above expreffion, rather
than belicve he meant it in the fenfe which the
words ar firt fight muft convey to every one who
reads them ; and thereforc will difmifs this article
of the Minutes, with my hopes that upon future
occafions Mr WESLEY will pleale to be a little
more explicit.

" The fecond pofition is ; that  talking of a
< juftified or fan¢tified ftate tends to miflead men;
« almoft naturally leading them to truft in what
« was done in one momcnt, whereas we are
< every hour and every moment pleafing or dif-
¢ pleafing to Gop, according to our works;
¢ according to the whole of our inward tempers
¢¢ and outward behaviour.”

This you have earneftly laboured to defend,
and what you have advanced is accompanied with
no {mall degree of plaufibility ; but this plaufi-
bility is in gicat meafure owing to a mifreprefenta-
tion, (though I am perfuaded not a wilful one) of
the doltrine againft which you militate.

You afﬁrm, p- 87. « That if we are not every
¢ moment pleafing or difpleafing to Gop, accord-
 ing to the works of our hearts and hands, we
¢ muft fet our feal to the following abfurditics.”

-1, « Goo is angry with the wicked all the
¢ day, and yet there are moments in which he
¢ is not angry at them.” ‘

c 4 24ly,
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2dly, ¢ Lot pleafed Gop as much in thofe
« moments in which he got drunk, and coms
< mitted inceft with his ‘daughters, as in the day
¢ he exercifed hofpitality towards the difguifcd
¢ angels.”

3dly, < Davip did not difpleafe Gop more
‘- when he committed adultery with BATHsHERA,
¢ and imbrued his hands in her hufband’s blood,
¢¢ than when he danced bcfore the ark, or com-
¢ pofed the 103d Plalm.” :

4thly, * SoLoMon was as acceptable to Gob in
¢« the moment his wives turned away his heart
< after other gods, as when he chofe Wifdom,
¢ and his fpeech pleafed the Lorp, &Fc.”

But, dear Siz, permit me to fay, that this is
not a true ftate of the cafe; but is a conclufion
without premifes, 1 know no Calvinift that ever
fec his feal to the aboyementioned abfurdities.
For my own part, I moft fincerely abhor the
pofition as it ftands in the Minutes, ¢ That we
s¢ are every hour and every moment pleafing or
<« difplealing to Gop,” & &c. And yet I
equally abhor the affertion ¢ that Davip, (we
s« will ftick to this one example as including all
s¢ the reft) did not difpleafe Gop more when he
.¢: committed adultery with BaTHsHEBa, and
«¢ imbrued his hands in her hufband’s blood,
.¢¢ than when he daaced before the ark,” &5, I
know from fcri‘p'ye-authority, that when Davip
coemmitted the fin you allude to, the thing which
he had done di/pleafed the Lorp. But though I
believe that Davip’s fin difpleafed the Lorbp,
muft I therefore believe that Davin’s perfon, -
came under the curfe of the Law? and that
becaufe he was ungrateful, that Gop (whofe gifts -

and callings are wnthout repentance) was unfaith-
ful ?
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ful? Surely no. Davip was ftill a fon, though
a perverfe one.  Like backfliding EpuraimM, he
was ftill a pleafant child, though he went on
frowardly. But the fin was very heinous, and
deferved the curfe of an holy Gop. True, amd
fo it would if Davip had only had a wanton or
an angry thought ; in this cafe, he had ftill been
a murderer and adulterer in the fight of Gop :
and that fame blood which alone could prevail for
murder and adultery in the heart, moft affured]

prevailed for the outward commiffion of thol{
crimes. If you deny the fa&, where will you
draw the line ? Sin, every fin is the tranfgre(fion
of the Law : and the wages of every fin is death,
Curfed is every one that continueth not in all things
wbich are written in the book of the Law to do
them ; is the unchangeable voice of Gop himfelf,
If therefore one believer fin by an unclean thought,
and another by an unclean a&, does the former
continue in a ftate of grace, and the other forfeit
his fonthip? Take heed, dear Sir, left you
fhould be forced to go to Rome for an anfwer to
_ this query. For my own part, I fee not how
you can refolve it, without having recourfe to the
popifh diftin&ion between venial and mortal fins,
~ and then I am fure there is an end both of Law
and Gofpel. :

As every believer has at once the old and new
pature in him, and as thefe principles of fleth and
{pirit are for ever at war together, and ﬁriving

or the maftery; although the promife is abfolute,
that fin fhall not reign as a king ; yet it may for
a time ufurp as a tyrant. The old man may for
a feafon appear to have gottten the upper hand ;
grace may be held down by the power of fome
befeuing fin, and the poor foul conftrained to

- cr)’
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ery out (if he can cry at all) O wretched man that
1 am, who fball deliver me 2 The evil that I would
ngt, that 1 do; and the good that I would, I do not.
1 find a law in my members warring againft the law
in my mind, and bringing me into caplivity to tbe
law of fin, which is in my members. When a
fuitable temptation is permitted to work upon
fome particular corruption of the heart, efpecially
if it be the man’s befetting or conftitutional fin,
where is the foul that can ftand before it without
.the fpecial power of Gop; who for wife reafons
(as in the exprefs cafe of Hezek1an) fometimes
leaves his people to themfelves in fuch circum-
ftances; and then there are no lengths they may
not run, nor any depths they may not fall into,
(the fin againft the holy Ghoft excepted) as we
fee in this dreadtful inftance of Davip, who not-
with{tanding thefe horrible and repeated back-
flidings, ftill does not lofe the charater of ¢ the
<t man after Gon’s own heart.” And indeed, if
this were not the cafe, what becomes of thofe
fcriptures © If any man fin, we bave an Advocate
with tbe Fatber, JEesus CHRIST the righteous.
There is no condemnation to them that are in CHRIST
Jesus. Who fball lay any thing to the cbarge of
Gob’s Elett? By onme offering be hath for ever
perfelled them thas are fanilified. Xe are compleat
in bim, :

We are apr to fet up mountainous diftintions
concerning the various degrees of fin, efpecially
of fins after converfion; but what are all the
ftreams and outward adts, compared with that
fountain and body of fin from whence they flow ?
And what is all fin before the infinitely precious
atoning blood of the God-man Jesus? Either
Curist has fulfilled the whole law, and bo;‘n )

the
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the corfe, or he has not.  If he' has nat, pa foul
can ever be faved ; if he has, then all debts and
<laims againft his people, be they more or be they
lefs, be they fmall or be they great, be they
before or be they after converfion, -are for ever
and for ever cancelled. All Trefpafies are for-
given them.—They are juftified from all things.—
They already have everlafting life.a=They are
now (virtually) fat down in heavenly places with
Curist their forerunner ; and as foon fhall Satan
pluck his crown from his head, as his purchafe
from his hand.

But you think, with Mr WesLEy, that talk-
ing of a juftified or fanftified ftate tends to miflead
men. Yet if there be fuch a ftate, why is it not
to be fpoke of ? Are the dottrines of the Gofpel
to be kept out of fight, for fear men of corrupt
minds fhould abufe them ? Muft we be fo fearful
to truft Gop' with his own truths, as always to
ftarve his own children ?

But if Mr WesLey fhould fill be unwilling to
admit the expreffion of a jufified or fanitified flate,

~when applied to believers as they ftand in the

fecond Apam, let me afk, if he will allow that there
is any fuch thing as a flate of fin and condemnation
to unbelievers, as they ftand in the firft Apam?
And whether Mr¥ WEsLEY is afraid of mifleading
men by talking of fuch a ftate ? If one be a ftate
of guilt and condemnation, the other muft be
a ftate of pardon and juflification ; and if no acts,
however fcemingly holy and good, are pleafant
and acceptable 1o Goo, whillt a foul is out of
Curist, and under the curfe of the Law; fo, on
the other hand, no falls or backflidings in Gop’s

- children, can ever bring them again under con-

dcmnanon, becaufe the law of the {pirit of life iin
CHRIST
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Crrist Jesus, has made them free from the law
of fin and death. As Gob views the head, fo he
views all the members, witbout fpot or wrinkle, or
any fuch thing.  JEsus having made peace through
the blood of his crofs, hath now reconciled them
in" the body of his flefh through death, that he
might prefent them holy and unblameable, and
unreproveable in his fight. Black in themfelves,
they are comely through his comelinefs put upon
them ; and therefore he, wbo is of purer eyes than
10 bebold iniguity, can neverthelefs addrefs them with,
Thou art all fair mylove, my undefiled, thereis no [pot’
snthee! As the Lorp did not fet his love upon his
people at the firft for any thing in them, fo that love
can never vary on account of their mifcarriages ;

and that for this reafon, namely, that he ever -

confiders them as one with his own dear Son, in
whom he is always well pleafed 5 bome of bis bone,
and flefb of bis flefp. If this were not the cafe,
how could dear Mr FLETcHER himfelf be pleafing
to Gob one fingle bour or moment 2 However he
may think that others have attained to finlefs per-
fection, I am fure he is too low in his own eyes,
and has too much humility to affert, that there
ever was the hour or moment when the moral
Law could difcover no blemifh in him ; and if he
kept not the whole Law, he was a finner; for
fin is the tranfgreffion of the Law; and if a
finner, then liable to the curfe, for curfcd is every
one that continueth not in all skings which are
written in the book of tbe Law, to do them ; the
. «zages of fin (of the leaft deviation from the Law)
is death 5 be that kcepetb the whole Law, and yet

cffendeth in one point, is guilty of alf.
The capital error then which appears in the
lat Article of Mr WEesLEy’s Minutes, arifes
' from



[ 29 ]

from confounding a believer’s perfon with His
actions. The former always ftands ablolved,
always compleat in the everlafting Righteoufnefs
of the Redeemer ; whilft the latter. are certainly
pleafing or difpleafing to Gop, every hour and
every moment, according to the nature of them.
Sin is fin in a believer as much as in an un-’
believer ; and wherefoever Gobp fees fin, it cannot
but be hatéful to the eyes of his purity. Aod
although no good works, even of a regenerate
man, come up to the demands of the Law, and
therefore cannot, as faith our XIIth Article, bear
the feverity of Gop’s Fudgment, (much lefs can
they merit at his hands) yet we believe, with the
fcriptures and our own Church, ¢ that they are
¢« pleafing and acceptable to Gop in Caurist,
¢ and do neceflarily fpring out of a true and
¢ lively faith; infomuch that by them a lively
¢¢ faith may be as evidently known, as a tree
s¢ difcerned by its fruits.”

This, dear Sir, [ moft firmly believe; and
yet I alfo believe that thefe fruits may, for a
wintry feafon, be blown down by the boifterous
-winds of temptation and corruption, and yet the
-branches ftill remain alive, being fecretly fed and
nourithed by fap from CHrisT the Jiving vine:
and that Mr WesLey did once believe the fame,
is moft evident from that fweet Hymn which he
has given us, p. 138, in his own collcCtion, with
.the tunes annexed, and which 1 am told was
. written by his Brother, Mr CrarLEs WESLEY.

Barren altho’ my foul remain,
And no one bud of Grace appear,
No fruic of all my toil and pain,
~ But fin, and only fin, is here;
' Altho’
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- Altho® my gifts and comforts loff,
My blooming hopes cut off I fee,
Yet will I in my Saviovr truft,
And glory that he dy’d for me.

Here the ftate of juftification and fan&ificatioti
are both earneftly maintained and contended for;
by the two Mr WEsLEY’s (for one writes, and
the other adopts the words written) under the
loweft ftate a poor believer can be reduced to;
even when every bud of grace i8 fallen and
withered, and when fin; and nothing clfe but fin,
appears in the foul.

Upon the whole then, Iam fo far from agree-
ing with Mr WEesLey’s Minutes, that I intirely
acquiefce in the fentiments of his Hymns and Ser-
mons *, and think that talking of a juftified or
fanctified ftate, (which means in one word a ftate
of falvation) is fo far from mifleading men, that
it is the only thing worth talking of. '

It cannot be thought foreign to obr purpofe
here, to inquire why He, who is holinefs and
wifdom itfelf, often permits his own deareft

children to fall and backflide in the nranner we’

fee they do, from thofe fcripture-inftanees you have
brought.

Gob's ways are pafi finding out. He often
brings about his purpofes by thofe very means
which, to an human eye, would certainly defeat
them. But he has always the fame thing in view,
namely, his own glory in the falvation of bhis
Ele¢t by Curist Jesus. This, Apam was ac-
complithing when he put the whole world undl::r'

. the

® Mr Joun WesLey in his Sermon on 2 Cor. v. 17.
fays, « We allow that the STATE of a juttified perfon is in-
*¢ expreflibly great and glorious,”
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the curfe, This, Kings and Rulers, Hzrop and
PoxTius Priare, the Gentiles and the people of
the Jews, when they were gathered together
againft the Lorp and the holy child Jesus; for
we find, that by all their fury and rage, they did
wbhatfoever Gop’s band and Gobo’s ceuncil deter-
mined before to be-dome. This the Patriarchs were
accomplithing when they fold Josern into Egypt.
This ONesiMus, When he robbed PHiLEMoN his
mafter ; and flying from Juftice, was, brought
under Pauvr’s preaching, converted to CurisT,
and reftored to his mafter, not meerly as a fervant,
but as a brother. Who would have fuppofed
that the royal and holy feed was to be continued
by the inceftuous commerce of Jupan with
Tamar, and through the adulterous one of
Davip with BaTHsHERA, the wife of Urran,
and mother of SoLomon ? How has many a poor
foul, who has been faithlefs through fear of man,
even blefledd Gop for PETeR’s denial ? And how'
have many others béen raifed out of the mire, and
recovered their firft love, by confidering the ten-
dernefs fhewn to the inceftuous Corintbian, and hig
reftoration, by the command of the Apoftle him~
felf, to Church-fellowfhip and communion ?

We cannot, without impeaching the wifdom
and omniftience of Gop, deny: that he forefaw
every thing that was or would be in his own
jewels, to the end of their lives. He knew what
trials at fuch and fuch a time would overtake
them ; what temptations and corruptions they.
would have to grapple with, and how they would
be overcome by them: but the motives of his
love were in himfelf, and not at all dependent
upon any thing in his people ; who being chofen

, in
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in Curisty loved in CurisT, called in Curist, -
and preferved in CHRisT to the end; till Gop
can fee any caufe not to love his gwn Son, He
cannot ceafe to love thofe who are one with Him,
and He one with them. Whereas if his people
were to have been loved for their own fakes, He
never could have loved them at all.

Again ; the Lorp hath promifed to make a/
tbings work togatber for good to thofe that love
him, and are the called after his purpofe ; and if
all things, then their very fins and corruptions
are included in the royal promife. Oftentimes
when gifts and graces have puffed them up,
a grievous fall fhall ferve to make theh know
their place, to drive them nearer to CurisT, t0
* make them more dependent on his ftrength, to
keep them more watchful for the future, to caufe
them to pity and fympathize with others in the
like fituation, and to make them fing louder
to ‘the praife of free fovereign reftoring grace
throughout all the ages of Eternity. ,

For thefe, and other wife and gracious purpofes,
they who have great grace and great experience
may (as in the cafe of Davip) be fuffered to fall
into {ins, which, for the matter 0f them, are
perhaps more heinous and fcandalous than ever
they committed in their natural ftate. An healthy
man may fall down and break a bone, as well as
a weak one; and yet he would be mad indeed
who fhould wilfully fall down and break a leg or-
an arm, becaufe he knew there was a fkilful
furgeon at hand to fet it. Davip complained
loudly of broken bones, as he had need ; and yet
he bleffes Gop that he had made thofe bones
which were broken by fin to rejoice in the Lonl?,

who
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who had bealed all bis infirmities, and covered all
bis iniquuies. .

No thanks to fin, if the Lorp over-rule it
for the good of his people. It is fill the
abominable thing which his foul hateth: and
whatever may be his fecret will, we are to
keep clofe to the declarations of his own written
word, which bids us to refitt fin even unto blood.
Whofoever can delight himfelf in fin, under the:
perfuafion that Gop will make it work together
for his good, is under a. moft powerful delufion:
of the Devil. Such an ont is indeed accomplifh-
ing Gop’s decree, but he carries a dreadful mark
- in his forehead, that fuch decree is, that he /ba¥
be punifbed with everlafting defiruition from tbe
prefence of the Lorp. Sin is direftly contrary to
the n:w nature of a believer, to that incorruptible
feed which remaineth in him, and therefore b¢
cannot fin becaufe be is born of Gob ; that is, the
new man, the regenerate part, cannot fin, /t {is
not I, (fays the Apoftle) but fin that dwelleth in
me.  Yea, fo great an avetfation is there betweent
the love of fin and the new creature, that he
efteems the pofition, /¢ ws fin that grace may
abound, as the moft damnable do&rine that ever
fteamed out of the bottomlefs pit of hell: and
though grace and falvation is all his fong, yet he
knoweth that the grace of Gop, which bringeth
falvation, teacheth us, that demying wungodiimefs
and worldly lufts, we fbould live foberlyy righteonfly,
and godly in this prefent world,

Belicve me, dear Sir, I heartily join with you
in lamenting the want of zeal, meeknefs, and
heavenly-mindednefs among Profeflors of the
Gofpel ; but I moft firmly believe that the grand
caufe of fo much lifelefs profeflion, is owing to

D leannefs
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leannefs of foul, and this leannefs owing td the
fheep of ChrisT being fed in barren paftures and
muddled waters. CHRIsT not being held out in
all his glory and fulnefs, the grace of faith flags
and withers, and little or no tfruit appears: whilit.
others, in order to get as far as ever they can
from a legalized gofpel, and inherent finlefs per-
fection, are hurried by Satan into all the depths
of avowed praltical Antinomianifm. And for
this affertion, I have no lefs authority than that
of Mr Joun WesLey himfelf, who, in his Ser-
mon upon 2 Cor. v. 17. tells us, ¢ thac the doc-
«¢ trine of belicvers being without fir, is quite
¢ new in the Church of ChrisT: that it was
< never heard of for feventeen hundred years,
s¢ pever till it was difcovered by Count ZinzEN-
¢ porr. And that he does not remember to
¢¢ have feen the leaft intimation of it, either in
<t any ancicnt or modern writers, unlels in fome
«f of the wild, ranting, Antinomians.” He
farther adds, that *¢ the maintaining this do&trine
¢« (of finlefs perfection) is attended with the moft
¢ fatal confequences : that it cuts off all watching
<« againft our evil nature, againft the DeLiLau
¢« which we are told is gone, though fhe is till
¢« lying in our bofom: that it tears away the
«¢ fhield of weak believers, deprives them of their
< faith, and io leaves them expofed to. all the
¢ affaults of the world, the fleth, and the Devil.”
[(Mr Westey then goes on] < Let us therefore
¢ hold faft the found dottrine once delivered to
¢¢ the faints, and dclivered. down by them with
¢« the written word (o all fucceeding generations :
s¢ that. although we are renewed, cleanfed, puri-
¢ fied, fanclified, the moment we truly believe
. i
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¢« in CHRIST, yetwe are not then renewed, cleanfed,
< purified altogether : But the flefh, the evil na-
« ture ftill remains (though fubdued) and wars
¢« againft the Spirit. Believe me,

Dear Sir,
With the trucft efteem,
Your unfeigned friend, &c.

(I EXER R X *l‘l‘ﬁ.

LETTER TtHae Firra.

Reverend and dear Sir,

LTHOUGH I have now done with Mr
WesLey’s Minutes, yet I muft beg your
indulgence whilft I fpeak on two or three par-
tculars which ftruck me upon the reperufal of
your book.

Firft, You will pardon me if I judge you
wrongfully in thinking that you fpeak rather in a
fneering, or at leaft in too light a manner, of that,
heart-chearing expreffion fo often ufed by awak-
ened divines, the finifbed falvation of CHRIST.

You will alfo pardon me, if 1 am unjuft in my
opinion, that you donot mention witha becoming
concern and gravity the unhappy affair between
the man and the woman, p. 23. but rather too
much in the manner we mighr fuppofe a man of
the world would fpeak of it. You acknowledge,
however, that this affair happened in one of Mr
WesLeY’s Societies, and not many miles from

D 2 your
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yous parifh 3 and yeu allow, that the parties def-
pifed their teachers as mot being clear in the gofpel.
This being the cafe, is not my affertion hercby
the more verified, that ¢ fome, in order wo get as
s¢ far as ever they can from a legalized gofpel,
¢ are hurried by Satan into all the depths of
¢« avowed practical Antinomianifm.”

I plead your excufe yetagain, if I obferve, that
at the very time you complain heavily againft
thofe who cenfure Mr WxsiLEY, you yourfelt are
not very fparing of hard names againft Dector
Crise. am fully perfuaded that you judge
there is a caufe for fo doings why may not Mr
SuirLey therefore be allowed the liberty of
thinking Mr WesLeY's Minutes to be as heretical
and full of popery, as-you think Deétor Crisp’s
Sermons to be full of Antinomianifm ? I am fure
Mr WesLEY never wrate more ftrenuoufly againit
the mesit of works, apd in defence of tha peo-
teftant doétrine of juftification by the imputed .
Rightecouine(s of CrurisT, than Doctor Crisp has
written againft that damaable pofition, Let us fix,
that grace may abound ; and in defence of evan~
gelical holinefs and the practice of all good works.
Sa that the hard names and heavy cenfures throwa
out againft the Doétor, are by far more unjufti-
fiable, than what has bgen delivered concerning
Mr WesLEY.

But as the particular defign of my writing, is
not to defend any man whatfoever, I (hall fay
but very litle concerning Doétor Crisp ; -and yet
I think it but juftice to his memory, to affirm,
that even his adverfaries were conftrained to ac-
knowledge that his life was uncomemonly holy
aud exemplary, and that he died in the full affur-
ance of tsith, As to his Sermons, from which

you



( 37 1]

you have culled the moft ungudrded expreffions
that are to be found in them, I fhall offer no
other remarks upon them, than what Mr Tromas
CoLe, Author of a treatife on Regemeration, and
fome time Le@urer at Pianer’ssHall, has already
made in the title prefixed to the firft volume.

¢ This work favours of a true gofpelfpirit 3
- % though fome expreflions taken by themfeives,

~ .« without any relation and coherence to the mat-

% ters handled in it, may feem harfh 3 yet I am
s perfuaded they are all' capable of a good cons
# flrution, and were fo intended by the Author:
¢¢ They who carp at them, I fear, will be found
¢ wider from the gofpel in their principles’ than
<. this Author was in his.”

This was thie opinion of that eminent Minifter
of Carist, Mr Tuomas CoLE, relative to Doctot
Crisp’s Sermons 3 and though Mr Core was
never fufpeCted of Antinomianifm, yet had he
lived in our day, there is no doubt but he would
have thought what you farcaftically cail tbe Crife
pian Oribodoxy, at leaft as found as the Weflean ;
and that there might be found as many bus-beads
among the aflerters of man’s merit and finlefs per-
fection, as among the maintainers of human im-
potency and Gop’s fovereign decrees. And I am
certain, that whofoever will read Do&or Crisp’s
Sermons upon Free Grace tbe teacher of good
works ; upoen: Self-demialy and upon Cbhriftian
Liberty no licentious doftrine ; muft acknowledge,
that the Dotor has perhaps written more ftrikingly
vpon the neceflity of holinefs and deadnefs ‘to the
world, than any other Author whatever. .

- You give us to underftand, p. 89. << that the .

¢¢ Reverend Mr WEsLEY, and the Reverend Mr

« SeLLoN, have fo- cut down and firipped- s4¢
s Crifpian
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<« Crifpian Orlhodoxy (by which it is evident you
¢ there mean the doérines of Eleétion and Per-
¢ feverance) that fome people think it actually
¢« lies without either root, bark, or branches,
s« expofed to the view of thofe who have courage
< enough to fee and think for themfelves.”

As to the Reverend Mr SeLLon’s book, I have
never read it; and from the accounts I hear of the
imbicillity of the performance, and the abufive
unchriftian fpirit with which it is written, I believe
I fhall never give myfelf the trouble. = But I have
read fome little pieces of Mr WEsLEY’s againft the
do&trines of - Ele@ion and Perfeverance. And I
affure you, upon honor, that they have greatly
tended to eftablith my belief in thofe moft com-
fortable do&rines. And I could point you to a
very valuable friend and neighbour of yours (a
Gentleman of Fortune, for whom you have a
cordial regard, which regard is not lefs on his
part,) who, upon my afking him how he came to
be fo deeply grounded in the doérine of Eletion ?
made anfwer, that it was chiefly owing to his
reading a tract of Mr Joun WESLEY’s, in defence
of aniverfal redemption. And a worthy Clergy-
man of the Church of England affured me, that
he was once quite for the do¢trine of falling from
Grace, till he happened to read a little piece writ-
ten by Mr Joun WEsLEY againlt perfeverance,
which entirely brought him into the contrary
opinion.

Thefe are falts, dear Sir, which I can affere
vpon my own perfonal knowledge, and they bear
fuch inconteftible proof how much fervice Mr
WEsLEY’s pen has done to the Calvinit.c caufe,
that fome very experienced Chriftians have ex-
prefled their hopes that Mr WesLEy would either

write
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write again ‘upon the fubfec, or publith a new

Edition of his former Traéts. - :
AND now, dear Sir, I cannot conclude thefe
Letters without exprefling my earneft defire, that
the contents of them may never caufe any decreafe
of love and chriftian fellowfhip between us.
Pardon then, my dear Sir, l ardently Befeech
you, O pardon all that you have found amifs in
the unworthy Author of thefe Epiftles, and much
I am fure your charity will have to overlook *. If
we cannot fee things alike now, I hope the time
is not far off when we fhall be thoroughly united
in fentiment, as well as in heart, and each of us
cafting our crowns before the throne, fhall join
our voices in that one harmonious fong of praife
with which the regions of blifs {hall echo without
intermiffion, and without end. Wortby is the
Lamb that was flain to receive power and riches and
wifdom,

* AsI am allo fenfib'e that fome improper expreflions may
have efcaped me, cither now or in a former piece, with re-
gard to Mr Wes: ey, 1defire to crave forgivenefs for all fuch,
and te take fhame to myfelf for whatfoever has appeared to
favor too firongly of my own fpirit; for however I may dif-
approve of Mr WesLEY"s docrines, 1 fill find it very hard to
give up the favourable Opinion I was wont to entertain of
him; and had it not been for the publication of the Five
Letters 'in defence of the Mirfutes (which Letters however I
did not fee till a long while after they came out) the Paris
converfation would piobably never have feen the light, not-
withftanding the defire exprefled by fome particular friends
that it fhould appear in print; however it was contrary to my
order that it was fold in Shreww/fBury, and I atually wrote to
my bookfeller there to flop the fale of it; and this [ did,
notwithftanding the Vindication of the Minutes had not only
been publicly recommended from Mr WesLex's pulpit in
that Town, but had been hawked about by his preachers.
throughout the whole kingdom. But as I hear Mr F R
has another piece in the prefs, it will probably be neceffary
to order the Bialogce to be again fold in the country.
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wifdem, end’ firength, and bomonr; and glory and-
bisffing. Bleffing and bomewr, and glory-und power,,
b¢ unto bim tbat fitieth upon the throne, and unto
the Lamb for ever and ever ! : :

In the mean while, let me acknowledge before
the world, that there is not a man living to whom
I am more indebted for repeated inftances of
affe¢tion, and labors of love, than I am to dear
Mr F—=—-r ; and therefore; notwithftanding all.
differences of judgment between us, I truft he will
always give me leave to fubfcribe myfelf;

r

- His inql'aﬁ}ﬂioWe ‘I.T;;cnd and ﬂru}er,
 Inthe hﬂd:‘of the gofpel of peace,
The Autbor of ng'}'u’ Oxon1ENsIS.



