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Serious Thoughts
Upon the PERSEVERANCE of the
SAINTS

1 ANY large Volumes have been
M already publifhed on this impor-
tant Subjeét. But the very Length
of them makes them hard to be underftood, or
even purchafed by common Readers. A fhort,
plain Treatife on this Head, is what ferious
Men have long defired, and what is here offered
to thofe whoin Gop has endowed with Love and
Meeknefs of Wifdom.
2. By the Saints I underftand, Thofe who are
holy or righteous, in the Judgment of Gop
-himfelf : Thofe who are endued with the
Faith that purifies the Heart, that produces
a good Confcience: Thofe who are grafted in-
to the good Olive tree, the fpiritual, invifible
Church: Thofe who are Branches of the true
Vine, of whom Curist fays, 1 am the Vine, ye
are te Branches : Thofe who fo effe@ually know
Curis-, as by that Knowledge to have efcaped
the Pollutions of the World: Thofe who fee the
Lizht of the Glory of Goo in the Face of Jcsus
Curisr, and who have bcen made Partakers of
the Hovy Guost, of the Witncfs and the Fruits
A 2 . of
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of the 8pirit: Thofe who live by Faith in the
Son of Gop: Thofe who are fan&ified by the
Blood of the Covenant: Thofe to whom all, or
any of thefe Chara&ters belong, I mean by the
Term Saints.

3. Can any of thefe falt away ? By falling amway
we mean, not barely falling into Sin. This, it
is granted, they may. But can they fall foraliy?
Can any of thefe fo fall from Gop, as to perith
everlaftingly ? :

4. Tam fenfible, either Side of this Queftion,
is attended with great Difficulties: Such as Rea-
fon alone could never remove. Therefore ta
the Law and to the Teftimony. Let the living
Oracles decide:  And if thefe fpeak for us, we
neither feck nor want farther Witnefs.

5. On this Authority, I'believe, a Saint may
fall away ; that onec Who is holy or righteous, in
the judgment of Gop himfelf, may neverthelefs
fo fall from Gob, as to perifh everlaftingly.

I. For thus faith the Lorn, * FWben the righte-
1eous turncth away from bis Righteoufnels, and comt-
witteth Iniquity, in bis Trejpals that be bath tre/-
paffed, and in Fis Sin that be bath finned, in them
Jall be die.

"That this is to be underftood of eternal Death,

appears from the 26th Verfe :
" Wien a righteous Man turneth away Sfrom kis
Rightecufucfs and committeth Iniguity, and dieth in
them, {(here is temporal Death,) for kbis Iniquity
that be bath dome, be [fball die: Here is Death
eternal. '

It
® Ezek. xvill, 24.
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It appears farther from the whole Scope of -
the Chapter, which isto prove, * The Soul that
Sorneth, it fball die.

If you fay, ¢ the Soul here means the Body :
I anfwer, that will die whether you fin or no.

6. Again, thus faith the Lorp, + Wohen 1
" ball jay to the Righteous, that be jball furely live,
if be truft to his own Righteoufnefs (yea, or to
that Promife as abfolute and urconditional) awd
committeth Iniguity, all bis Righteoufnefs fhall not
be remsméred, but for bis Iniquity that be bath com-
mittzd fBall be die.

Again, 1 When the Righteous tvurneth from bis
Rightecynes s and committoth Baiguity, be fball som
aie therely.

Therefore one who is holy and nghteous, in-
the Judgment of Gop himfelf, may yet fo fall
as to perith everlaftingly, '

7. ¢ But how is this confiffent with what Go»
declared elfewhere, § If' bis Children forfake my
Larw and walk not in my Judgments—es Iwill vifit
tocir Offences” with the Red, and 1heir Sin with
Scowrges.  Neverthelefs my loving Kindnefs wil ¥
not wtterly take from bim, mor faffer my Truth 1o
Sfail. My Covenant will I not dreak, mor akter the
Thing that is gome out of my Lips : 1 have fworn once
& my Holinefs, that I will wot fail David.

I anfwer, There is no Manner of. Inconﬁﬁ-
ency between one Declaration and the other.
The Prophet declares the juft Judgment of Gop,
againtt every righteous Man who falls from his
Righteoufnefs.  The Pfalmift declares | rheold

A3 boving
®Ver. 4. tc 33 v.13. 1v.18. § Pl
8. v. 31—=34. [ v.48. 21,22, 30. :
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lwirg Kindneffes which GOD fware unto David in

bis Truth. -1 bave found, faith he, David my Ser--
vant, with my boly Oil bave I ancinted bim.- My

Hand fball kold bim f:ft, and my drm fball firengthen

bim——His Seed alfo will I make co endure for ever,

and bis Throne as the Days of Heaven, It follows,

* But if bis Children forfake my Law and walk not

in my Fudgments — Neverthelefs my loving Kindne/s
will I not utterly take from bim, nor fuffer my Trath:
to fail. My Covenant will Inot break. I will not:
fail David. His Seed fball endure for ever, and
bis Throne as the Sun before me.

May not every Man fee, That the Crwexant
here fpoken of, relates wholly to Derid and his
Seed or Children? Where then is the Incon-
fiftency between the moft abfolute Promife made
to. a particular F amily ; and that folemn Ac.
count which Gop has here given of his Way of
Dealing with all ‘Mankind?

Befides, the very Covenant mentioned in thefe
Words is not.abfolute, but conditional. The
Condition of Repentance in cafe of forfaking
Gop’s Law, was implied, tho’ mnot expreft.
And fo ftrongly implied, that this Condition
failing, not being performed, Gonp did alfo fai/
David. He zid alter the Thing that bad gone out
of bis Lips, and yet without any Impeachment of
bis Truth.  He tabborred and forfiok bis Anoint-
ed, the Secd of David, whefe Throne, if they
had repented, fhould have been as tbe Days of
Heaven. He did § break the Covenant of bis Ser-
vant, and caft bis Crown to the Ground.  So vain-
ly are thefe Words of the P/a/mifi brought to
contradiét the plain, full Teftimony of the Prophet.

: : 8 Nos

*Ver.gn,Un tvosz. §v.o3d
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8. Nor is there any Contradi&tion between this
Teftimony of Gop by Ezckie/, and thofe Words.
which he fpake by Feremiab: I bave lwed thee
twith an cverlyfting Love; theréfire with loving
Rindnefs bave I drawn thee. For, do-thefe Words. -
aflert, That no righteous Man ever turns from..
bis Righteoufnefs ? No fuch Thing. They do
not touch the Queftion, hut fimply declare Gop’s-
Love to the Fewify Church. To fee this in the
cleareft Light, you need only read over the
whole Sentence. + 4t the fame Time,, faith the
LORD, 1willbethe GO D of all the Famities of
Ifrael, and they fball be my Pesple. Thus faith the
LOR D, the People whick were lef? of the Sword,,,
Jourd Grace in the W:[dermﬁ, even Ifrael, when I v
¢aujed kim to reff. The LORD bath apperred of old
unts me, {aith the Prophet, {peaking in the Perfon.
of Jrae!, faying, Fbave lwed thee with aa Ever- -
lafting Love, thercfire with loving Kindnefs bave I
dragon thee. Again I will build thee, and bbou
Jealt e built, O Virgin of Ifrael. :

Suffer me here to obferve once for all, ‘a Fal. :
lacy which is conftantly ufed, by almoft all
Writers on this Point. They perpétually beg
the Queftion by applying to particular Perfons,
Aflertions or Prophecies, which relate only to.
the Church in general: And fome of them only .
to the Fewifp Church and Nation, as diftin-
guifhed from all other People.

If you fay, ¢ But it was particularly revealed
to me, That Gop had loved me with an ever-
laiting Love:”* I anfwer, Suppofe it was, (which
migit bear a Difpute) it proves no more, at the
moft, than that jox in particular fhall perfcvcﬁe:

ut |

1+ Ch. 31. v. 1, 2, 3, 4.
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But does not affet the General Queftion, Whe-
ther others fhall, or fhall not?

9. Secondly, One who is endued with the
Faith that purifies the Heart that produces a
good Conicience, may neverthelef? fo fall from.

Gop, as to perith everlaftingly.

", For thus faith the infpired Apoftle, * War 4
good Warfare, bolding Faith and a good Confciences_
which fome baving put away, amternmg Faith have
made Shipwreck. . v

" Obferve, 1. Thefe Men (fuch as Hymeneus
and Alexander) had once the Faith that purifies
the Heart, that produces a good Coniciences
which they once had, or they could not have
prt it away.

Obierve, 2. They made szpw'm% of the
Faith, which neceflarity implies the total and
final Lofs of it. For a Veffel once wreck’d can
never be recover'd. It is totally and finally loft.

And the Apoftle himfelf, in his fecond
Epiftle to 7imothy, mentions one of thefe two as
irrecoverably loft. + Alexander, fay he, did me
mnch Evil: Toe LOR D fhall reward bim accord-
ing to bis Works.

- Therefore one who 1s indued with the Faith .

that purifies the Heart, that produces a’'good
Conicience, may neverthelefs fo fall from Gon,
as to perith everlaftingly.
1o. ¢ But how can this be reconciled with the
WordsofourLorp, Hethat believeth fball be faved.”
Do you think thefe Words mean, be that be-
Jieves at this Moment, /ball certainly and inevi-
tably e foved ?
If this Interpretation be’ good, then by all
the Rules'of Speech, the other Part of the Sen.-

- % 1 Tim. 1. xix. 20. -t'z‘sz iv. 14.
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tence muit mean, be that does w¢ Selicre at this

Moment, fa// certainly and inevitably de dammed.

Therefore that Interpretation cannot be good.
The plain Meaning then of the whole Sentence
is, He that bclieveth, if he continue in Faith,
Jeall be faved 5 be that believeth not, if he conti“o
nues in Unbelief, fball be damned.

11, “ Butdoes not Carist fay elfewhere,*He
that bctieveth bath everlofiing Life? And + He
that believeth on bim that fent me, bath everlafting
L:fe, and fPall not come into Condemmation, bat is
pajed from Death unto Life.”

I anfwer, 1. The Love of Gop is everlafting
Life. Itis, in Subftance, the Life of Heaven,
Now every one that believes, loves Gop ; and
therefore bath everlafling Life.

2. Every one that believes is therefore pafid °

from Deatt, {piritual Death, unto Life; And

3. Stad not come ints Conderrnation, if he en-
dureth in the Faith unto the End : According to
our Lorp’s own Word, He that endureth to the
Endy oali be faved : § And verily F fay unto you, if a

\an kecp my Saying, be fpall never fee Death.
1z. Thirdly, Thofe who are grafted in-
to the good Olive-tree, the ipiritual, invifible
Chwarch, may neverthelefs fo fall from Gob, as
to perith everlaftingly.

For thus faith the Apoftle, || Some of the Branches
are or.din off, and thou art grafied in among then,
axd with them partakeft of the Root and Fatrels of
the Olive-tree,

B: nst bigh-minded but fear: If G O D jpared not
the natural Branches, take beed left be jpare not thee.

® Fobn iii. 36. tc.6.v. 24. § Jobn viii. 51.
I Rom. xi. 17, 20, 21, 22.°
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. Bebold the Goodnefs and Severity of GOD! On
them which fell Severity ; but toward thee Goodness,
if thou continue in bis Goodnefs s otherwife toonu
//"111‘ be cut off.
.~ We may obferve here, 1. The Perfons fpoken
to, were aftually grafted into the Olive-tree:
2. This Olive-tree is not barely the outward,

vifible Church, but the Invifible, confifting of

holy Believers. Sothe Text. * Jf the firff Fruit
be boly, the Lump is boly; and if the Reot be boly,
Jo are the Branches.” And, Becaufe of Unbelief
they were broken off, and thou Slandeft by Faith.

3. Thhefe holy Believers were fill liable to be
cut off from the invifible Chureh, .into which
they were then grafted : '

4. Here is not the leaft Intimation of thefe
who were fo cut off, being ever grafted in again.

Thercfore thofe who are grafted into the good .
Olive-tree, the fpiritual, invifible Church, may
neverthelefs fo fall from Gep, as to perifh ever-
laftingly. . .

- 13. ¢ But how does this agree with the ayth
Verfe, The Gifts and Culling of GQ D are withous
Repentance 2 =

The preceding Verfe fhews : As touching the
Elefion (the unconditional Ele&tion of the Fe-
wift Nation) they are teloved for the Fatbers S.ke :
For the Sake of their Fore Fathers. It follows
(in proof of this, That #icy ure beloved for the
Fathers Sake, that Gop has ftill Bleffings inStore
for the Fewifb Nation) For the Gi/ts and Caliing
of GOD, are withut Ripentance : For Gop doth

-pot repent of any Bleflings he hath given them, or

s _any

* Ver. 15.
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any Privileges he hath called them to. The
Words here referred to, were originally fpoken
with a peculiar Regard to thefe national Blef-
fings. *GOD is mot a Man, that be fbould lie,
neitber the Som of Mar, that be foould repent.

14. “ But do not you hereby make Goo .
changeable ? Whereas + with bim is ne variable-
neis, meither Skodery of turming #* By no means,
Gop is unchangeably holy. Therefore he al-
ways lsveth Righteoufne/s and bateth Tniguity He
is unchangeably Good. Therefore he pardoneth
all that repent and lbelicve the Gope/. And he
is unchangeably juft; therefore he rewardeth
every Mar according to bis Works, But all this
hinders not his refiting when they are proud,
thofe to whom he gave Grace when they were
humble. Nay, his unchangcablenefs itfelf re-
quires, that if they grow high minded, Gon
fhould cut them off : That there fhould be a
Froporiionable Change, in all the Divine Dif-
Penfations toward them.

15.  But how then is Goo faithfu/? 1 an-
fwer, in fulflling every Promife which he hath’
made, to all to whom it is made, all who fulfil
the Condition of that Promife. More particu-
larly, 1ft, § GOD is faitkful inthat be ewill not
Jufler you to be tempted above that you are able to
bear. 2d, 175 LORD is faithful, to fablifb and
&.:p you fr.m evil (if you put your Truft in him)
from all the evil which you might otherwife
futfer, thro® wireafonable and wicked Men. 3.
Ruench nst the Spirit; bold fuft that which is good 5,

RO~
® Numb. xxiii. 19. ames i. 17. § 1 Cor.
x. 13. 1 2 Tbef. iii.gz, 31.L y“ v Tbefl v 19, e
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alfiain from “all appearance of evil : Amd your.
gwbole Spirit, Soud and Body thall be preferved blame-
Iefs, unto the comirg of our Lord FESUSCHR IST.
Faithful is ke that calleth you, who aljo will do it.
4. Be not difobedient unto the heavenly Calling,
and * GOD is faithful by whom ye eere calied,
20 confirm you unto the endy that ye may be blamelefs,
in the Day of our Lerd FESUS CHRIST.  Yet

_ notwithftanding all this, unlefs you fulfil the
Condition, you cannot attain the Promife.

« Nay, but are not a// the Promifes yea and
amen?” They are. ‘They are firm ‘as the
Pillars of Heaven. Perform the Condition: And
the Promife is fure. Believe, and thou fhalt be
faved. o '

« But many Promifes are abfolute and un-
¢« conditional.”” In many, the Condition is not
expreft. But this does not prove, there is none
implied. No Promifes can be expreft, in.a more
abfolute Form, that thofe above cited from the
8gth Pfalm. And yet we have feen, a Condi-
tion was implied even there, tho’ none was
expret. ) :

16. < But there is no Condition either expreft
« or implied, in thofe Words of St. Paul, || I am
“ perfuaded that ucitber Death, wor Life, nor Height
“ nor Depth, nor any Creature, fball be able to Je-
< parate us from the Love of GOD, whish is in
« CHRIST FESUS our LORD.”

Suppofe there is not (which will bear a Dif-
pute) yet what will this prove ? Juft thus much,

. that the Apoftle was at that Time fully perfuad-
cd of his own Perfeverance. And I doubt not,

. but
* 3 Cor. i. 8,9. || Rom, viii. 38, 39.
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Lut many Believers at this Day, have the very
{fame Perfuafion, termed in Scripture, the full
Aflurance of Hope. But this does not prove,
that everv Believer fhall perfevere : Any more
than that every Believer is thus fully perfuaded
of his Perfeverance.

IV. 17. Fourthly, Thofe who are Branches
¢f the true Vine, of whom CHRrisT fays, I am
the Vine, ye are the Branches, may neverthelefs
{o fall from Govo, as to perith everlaftingly.

For thus faith our Bleffed Lor b himfelf, . J
am the truc Vine, and my Father s the Husband-
mas. v R

Eviry Branch in me that beareth nat Fruit, ke
taketh it away. :

1 am the Vine, ye are the Bramches. If a Man
&bide ot in mey be is caft forth as'a Brauch and is

withered, and Men gather them and caft them into -

the Fire, and they are burned.

Here we may obferve, 1. The Perfons fpoken
of, were in CHR IS T, Branches of the trueVine .

2. Some of thefe erulm abide mot in C HRIST,
but :5e Father taketh them aam) ;

3. The Branches which abide not are caft forti
caft out from Curtsr and his Church:

4. They are not only caf forth but withered
<onfequendy never grafted in again. Nay,

5. They are not only caff forth and withered,
Yt alfo caf? ints the Fire. And ~

6. They ® are burned. It is not poflible for
Words more ftrongly to declare, that even thofe
w10 are now Branches in the true Vine, may yét
40 fall, as to perith ;zvcrlaftingly.

> *Cor.i. 8, 9.
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18. By this clear, indifputable Declaration of
our Lorp, we may interpret thofe which might
be otherwife liable to difpute : Wherein it is cer-
tain, what ever he .meant befide, he did not
mean to contradi®t himielf. For Example,* 7515
is the Father’s Will, that of all which be hath given
me I [Fonld bfe nothing. Mot {ure; all that GOD
bath given bim, or (as it is expreft in the next
Verfe) every ore which belicooth on bim, namely,
_to the énd, he will raife up at the laff Day, to

reign with him for ever. ‘

Again, ¥ Iam the living Bread — If any Mon
eat of this Bread (by Faith) be fball live for cver-
True; if he continue to eat thereof. . And whe
can doubt of it ?

Again, 1 My Shecp bear my Voice, and I knoow
them, and they follow me. And I give unto them .
eternal Lifz s and they fball never perifb, neither
Jpall any pluck them out of my Hand.

In the preceeding Text, rhe Condition is on-
ly implied. In this it is plainly expreft. They
are my Sheep, that Fear my Voiee, that follow me in
all Holinefs. And, if ye do thefe Things, ye
- fball never fall. None thall pluck you out of my
Hands. .

Again, t+ Having loved bis cwn which were in
the World, be loveth them unto the End.  Having
Joved bis own, namely the Apoftles, (as the very
next Words, wbhich were in the World, evidently

" thew) be lowcd them unto the End of his Life,.
and manifefted that Love to the Lait.

19.

* Ver.51. “1c. 10. v. 27, 28,.29. ! t Fobn
xiil. 1.

e e
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1. Once more, * Huly Fathor, kecp through
toine son Nam: ibofe whim thou bafl given me, toat
thy may be one, aswe are one.

Grear Strefs has been laid upon this Text
And ithas been hence inferred, That all tofe whom
the Father bad givin bim (a Phrafe frequently
occurring in this Chapter) muit infallibly perfe-
vere to the End.

And yer in the very next Verfe, our Lorp
hinifelf declares, That one of tbofe whim the
Father bud gi~en bim, did not perfevere unto the
End, but perifhed everlaitingly.

His own Words are. + Tbofe that thou gavef
me, I Feve kept, and none of them is loft, but the
Son of Perdition.

So one even of thefe was finally loft! A De-
monitration that the Phrafe 7bofe whom thau baft
given me, fignifies here (if not in moft other
Places too) the twelve Apoftles and them only,

20. On this Occafion, I cannet but obferve
another common Inflance of begging the Quefti-
on, of taking for granted, what ought to be
proved : It is ufually laid down, as an indif-

putable Trath, that whatever our Lorp fpeaks _ '

to or of his Apoftles, is to be applied to all Be-
lievers. But this cannot be allowed by any who
unpartially fearch the Scriptures. They cannos
aliow, without clear and particular Proof, that
any one of thofe Texts, which related primarily

to the Apoftles (as all Men grant) belong to any
but them.

B2 Y.
®* Ch.17. v. 11, fv.aa.

—_ - ———a
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¥. 21. Fifthly, Thofe who fo effe&ually
kioow CrrisT, as by that Knowledge to have
efcaped the Pcilutions of the World, may yet
fall back into thofe Pollutions, and perith ever-
laftingly.

For thus faith the Apottle Peter, ® If after they
Fave eizuped the Poliutions of the Wirld, thro® the
I’/m*/m;e of the Lord and Saviour FESUS
CHRIST, (the orly pefible Way of efcapi ing

-them) tley are ogain intargled therein and over-
ceriey te luflf’f Eud is werfe with them than the
B: g’ 7}1/)’7

For it bad been bettor for them, not to have knoton
16 Way of Rightecufi )5, than afrer they bad knceen
ity 1o turn Srom the boly Comman iment dt/li’ﬁ'id' unto
thers,

That the Kuswlder of the Wy of Righteonn.f,
which they had attaincd, was an inward, expe-
rimental Knowledge, is cvident from that other
Eaxprefion, Tkey bad cfeaped the Pollutions of the

#urld: An Expreflion parallel to that in the’

the preceding Chapter, + Having ejcaped the
Corruption which is in the Werld.  And in both
Chapters, this Effeét is afcribed .to the fame
Caufe: Termed in the firlt, The Knowledge of
‘bim who bath callcd us to Glory and Firtae 5 in the
fecond, more expiicitly, the Knowledge of the Lord

and Saviour, FESUS CHRIST. '
And yet they loft that experimental Know-
ledge of Crrist and the Way of Righte-
oufnefs: They fell back into the fame Pollutions
-they had efcaped; :and were again intangled
' therein

* 2 Pet. i, 20, 21, v, 4
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therein avd ovevcome. They turned from the boly
Cemmandment delivered to them, fo that their /at-
ter End was toorye than thiir Beginning.

Therefore thofe who fo effetually know
Curist, as by that Knowlcdge to have efcaped
the Pollutions of the World, may yet fall back
into thofe Pollutions and perith everlaftingly.

22. And this is perfeitly confiftent with St.
Peter’s Words, in the firft Chapter of his former.
Epittle: Woo are kipt by the Power of G OD thro®
Faih urto Salzation.  Undoubtedly fo are all
they who ever attain eternal Salvation. It isthe.
Power of Gep only, and not our own, by which.
we are kept one Day or one Hour..

VL. %4. Sixthly, thofe who fee the Light of
tne Glory of Gop inthe Face of Jesus Curist,.
a1 who have been made Partakers of the Hq-
Ly GuosT, of the Witnefs and the Fruits of -
the Spirit ; may neverthelefs fo fall from. Gob,.
as to perith everlaflingly.

For thus faith the infpired Writer to the He--
eicttsy. ® It is inpyfible for thofe who were once in~
(btensd,  and bave tafied of the beavenly Gift,.
avd were 1iad; Partakers of the Holy Ghof—If they
Sall azear, to renezv ther: again to Repentance - Jee-
127 they erucify to thempelves the Son of GOD afreft,,
anid put bim ts an open Shame.

Mutt not every unprejudiced Perfon. fee,. the.
Expreflions here ufed, are fo ftrong and clear, .
that they cannot without grofs and palpable
Wrelting, be underftood of any but trueBelievers ?:

They were once enlightened : An Expreflion fa-
miliar with the Apottle, and never by him ap-
plied to any but Believers. So, Tb¢ GOD of our

B3 Lord

$Ch.6. v. 4,6. Epbs/ii. 17,18, 19.

~
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Lord ¥ ESUS CHRIST, give unto you the Spi-
rit of Wifdom and Revelation. — The Eyes of your
Underflanding being inlightened, that yc may know
what is the Hope of bis Calling — And what is the
exceeding Greatnefs of bis Glory, #o usward that be-
lieve. = So again, * GO D who commanded the
Light to fhine out of Darknefs, bath fhined into our
Hearts, to give the Light of the Knowledge of the
Gliry of G O D in the Face of F ESUS CHRIST.
This is a Light which no Unbelievers have.
They are utter Strangers to fuch Inlightning. +
Tbe GO D of this World bath blinded the Minds of
them which belicve not, left the Light of tke glo-
riens Gopel of CHRIS T, fhould fline” unto
them,
They bad tafied of the beavenly Gift (emphatical-
Iy fo called) and were made Partakers of :be HoLy
Guost. So St. Peter likewife couples them to-
gether: 1 Be baptized for the Remiffion of Sins, and
ye fkall receive the Gift of the Houy GuosT @
Whereby the Love of Gop was fhed abroad in
their Hearts, with all the other Fruits of the
Spirit.  Yea, it is remarkable, that our Lorp
bimfelf, in his grand Commiffion to St. Pau/ (to
which the Apoftle probably alludes in thefe
- Words) comprizes all thefe three Partieulars.  §
1 fend thee to open their Eyes, and to turn them from
Darknefs to Light, and from tht Power of Saten
xnt2 GOD, (here contrafted into that one Ex-
preflion, They were inlightined) that they may re-
eeive Forgivenefs of Sins (The keaverly GR ) and an
- In-

*2Cr.iv. 6. tv. 4. 48501 38, §ch
26. v, 18, :
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Inberitance among them which are Jan&ified; -which
are made Partakers of the HOLY GHOST, of
all the {ané‘tifying Influences of the Spirit.

The Expreflion, They tafted of the beavenly Gip,
i« taken from the Pfalmitt, * Tafie and fee that the
LORD is guou. As if he had faid, Be ye as affured
of his Love, as of any thing you fee with your
Eyes. And let the Affurance thereof be fweet
to your Soul, as Honey is to your Tongue.

And yet thofe who had been thus in/ightened,
had 14 this Gif?, and been thus Partakers of
1te HOLY GHOST, fq Sl agay, that it was
1i1p T4 le to venew them again to Repentance.

* But the Apoftle only makes a Suppofition,
I they ball Sall away.” N

I anfwer, The Apottle makes neo Suppofition
at all.  There is no if in the Original. The
Words are, *Ad\yya]oy 785 draf 06]iis uc—
Y wapameciilas. That is, in Plain’ Engli,
Lois umpiffiile to remesw azain zmto  Repen-
tise, thife who were once iniightened and have
falicn eway: Therzfore they muft perifh ever.
laingly. . :

24. *“ But if fo, then farewell all my Com-
fre

Then your Comfort depends on a poor Foun.
cation. My Comfort ftands not on any Opini-
on, cither that a Believer can, or cannot fall
away, not on the Remembrance of any thing
wrought in me Y.flerday ; but on what is To-day :
On my grjen: Knowledge of Gop in Curisr,
reconciling me to himfelf, Op my nov behold-
ing the Light of the Glory of Gob, in the Face

of
® Plalm. xxxiv. 8.
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of Jesos Curisr ; Walking in the Light, as.
ke is in the Light, and having Fellowfhip with
the Father and with the Son.. My Comfort is,.
. that thro’ Grace I now believe in the Lorp JEesus
Curist; and that his Spirit dorh bear Witnefs
with my Spirit, that I am a Child of Gop. 1
‘take Comfort in this and this only, That I fee
fee Jesus at the right Hand of Gop ; that I
perfonally, for myfelf,and net for another, have
an Hope full- of Immortality ; that I feel the
Love of Gob fhed abread in my Heart, being
crucified to the World, and the World crucified
to me. My Rejoicing is this, the Teftimony of
~my Confcience, that in fimplicity and godly
Sincerity, not with flefhly Wifdom, but by the
Grace of Gop, L have my Converfation in the:
- World..

Go' and find, if you car, a more folid Joy, 2
more blifsful Comfort, on this Side Heaven..
But this Comfert is not fhaken, be that Opi-
nion true or falfe ; whether the Saints in ge-
meral can or cannot fall. )

If you take up with any Comfort fhort of.
this, you lean on the Staff of a broken Reed,.
" which not only will not bear your Weight, but
will enter into your Hand and pierce you..

- 25. Seventhly, Thofe who live by Faith, may
yet fall from Gop and perifh everlattingly.

For thus faith the fame infpired Writer, * 7%
Fupp fball live by Faith 5 bst-if amy Man drow
back, my Soul fball bave no Pleajure in bim.. The
Fuf, the juttified Perfon, /ka/l live by Faith, evenr
now fhall helive the Life which is hid with Chriff

- in.
* Heb, x. 38.. )
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Goo: And if he endure unto the End, he fhall
live with Gop for ever. But if any Man draw
back, frith the Lorbp, m) Soul foall bave mo Plea-
Sure in Fim: That is, I will utterly caft him off
and accordingly the drawing back here fpoken of,
i; termed in the Verfe immediately following,
draxing back to Perdition.

« But the Perfon fuppofed to draw back is not
the fame with him that is faid to live by Faith.”

I anfwer 1. Who is it then? Can any Man
draw back from Faith who never came toit? But

2. Had the Text been fairly tranflated, there
kad been no Pretence for this Objeétion. For the
Orizinal runs thus: ’0 dMxase;- ex wiscas
Ciolas xat tdv Smosdanlas.—If & Aixasos the
74l Man that fizes by Faith ({o the Expreflion ne:
ceilarily implies, there being no other Nyninative
to the Feré) draw's back, my Soul frall baw "
Plevure in him.

« But the Apoftle adds, 7% are nst of them who
draww back wrts Perdition.”” And what will you
infer from thence? This is fo far from contra-

dicting what has bcen obferved before, that it -

manifeltly confirms it. It is a farther Proof,
that therc are thofe tobo dratw back unto Per Fition,
altho” the Apoftle was not of that Number.
Thercfore thofe who live by Faith, may yet fall
from Gop and perifh everlaftingly.

26. ¢« But does not Gon fay to every one that
lives by Faith, I will mever leave thee mor firjake
teee ?

The whole Sentence runs thus. Let sour Con-
veriation be without Covetoufrefs, and be content

with
® Heb. 13, <. .
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with fuch Things as ye have; for be bath Jaid,
I will never leave thee nor forfake thee. True;
provided your Converfation be without Covetoujnefs,
and ye be content with Jich Thirgs as 5¢ bave. 'Then
you may bld/ly jay, Tbe Lord is my Helper, and I
will not fear what Man fhall do unto me.

Do you not fee, 1. That this Promife, as here
recited, relates wholly to Temporal things ¥
z. That even thus taken, it is not abfolute but
Conditional, and 3. That the Ccndition is ex-
prefly mentioned in the very fame Sentence ?

27. Eighthly, Thofe who are fanQlified by the
Blood: of the Covenant, may fo fall from Gouo
as to perifh everlaftingly.

For thus again faith the Apoftle, * If we fin-
wilfully, afier we bave received the Kuowledge of
the Truth, there remaineth no more Sacrifice for Sins
but acértain fearful boking for of Fudgment and
Sfiery Didignation which fball devour the Adver/faries.
He that dejpijed Mofes Law died wishsut Mercy under
tewo or three Witneffes.  Of kow much focver Pu-
Bijkment fbali be be thought avorthy, who bath trodden
“ander Foot the Sem of GOD, and bath counted the
Blood of the Covenant, wherewith be was Jandlified,,
an unkboly Thing.

It is undeniably plain, 1. That the Perfon
mentioned here, was once fanctified by the Blood.
of the Covenant.. 2. That he afterwards by
known, wilful Sin, trod under Foot the Son of
Goo: And 3. That he hereby incurred a forer
than Death, namely, Death everlafting Punifh-
ment. .

Therefore, thafe who. are fandtified by the
Blood
* Hb. 10..26.
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Bloo! of the Covenant, may yet fo fall as te
perith everlaitingly. ’

28. ¢ What! Can the Blood of Cuwrist
burn in Hell ? Or can the Purchafe of the Blood
of Curist go thither "

I anfwer 1. The Blood of Curisr cannot
burn in Hell, no more than it can be {pilt on
the Earth. ‘The Heavens muft contain both his
Flcth and Blood, until the Reftitation of &ﬂ
Things. Buat

z. If the Oracles of Gop are true, one who
was purchafed by the Blood of CHRisT may
go thither. For he that was fan&ified by the
Blood of CurisT, was purchafed by the Blood

£ Carist. But one who was fan&ified by tlie
'Blood of CurisT, may neverthelefs go to Hel!;
may fall under that fiery Indignation, which thall
for ever devour the Adverfaries.

2q. ¢ Can a Child of Goo then go to Hell?
Or can a Man be a Child of Goo to Day, and
a Child of the Devil to Morrow ? If Gop ‘is our
Father once, is he not our Father always? I
In{'wer,

. A Child of Gop, that is a true Believer

(for be that believeth is born of Gov) while hé
continues a frue Believer, cannot go to Hell.
But z. If a Believer make Shipwreck of the
Faith, he is no longer a Child of Gop. And
then he may go to Hell,. yea and certainly will,
if he continuc in Unbelief. 3. 'If a Believer may
make Shipwreck of the Faith, then a Man that
believes now, may be an Unbeliever fome Time
hence; yea very poflibly, To-morrow : Butfif
05



te- merg v .

3 - ' { 24—_]

“fo, hewho-is a Child of Gop to Day, may be s

i

Child of the Devil To-morrow. For 4. Goo 1
the Father of them that Believe, {o long as they
Believe: But the Devil is the Father of them
that Belicve not, whether they did once Belicve
or no.

30. The Sum of all is thls CIf the Scrip-
tures are true, thofe who areholy or nghtcous in
the Judgment of Gop himfelf : Thofe who are in-
dued with the Faith that purifies the Heart, that
produces a good Confcience : Thofe who are
grafied into the good Olive tree, the Spiritual,

_invifible Church: Thofe who are Branches of

the true Vine, of whom Curisr fays, I am
the Vine, ye are the Branches : Thofe who fo
effeftually know Cur1sT, as by that Knowledge
o have efcaped the Pollutions of the World:
Thofe who fee the Light of the Glory of Gon,
in the Face of Jesus CurisT, and who- have
‘been ‘made Dartakers of. the HorLy GHOST, of

* the Witnefs and of the Fruits of the Spirit : Thofe
“who live by Faith in the Son of Gop: Thofe

who are fanétified by the Blood of the Covenant;
.may ‘neverthelefs fo fall from Gop, as to perifh

everlaftingly.
Therefore, let him thas ftandeth, take hecd
Ieaft he fall.
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