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Serious Thoughts

Upon the PERSEVERANCE of the

vS. A I N T s.

x A N Y large Volumes have been

M already publiſhed on this impor

tant Subject. But the very Length

oſ them makes them hard to be understood, or

even purchaſed by common Readers. A ſhort,

plain Treatiſe on this Head, is what ſeriou'

Men have long deſired, and what is here offered

to thoſe whom Goo has endowed with Love and

Meekneſs oſ Wiſdom.

z. By the Saint: l understand, Thoſe who are

holy or righteous, in the 'Judgment oſ Gon

' himſelf : Thoſe who are endued with the

Faith that purifies the Heart, that produces

a good Conſcience: Thoſe who are graſted in

to the good Olive tree; the ſpiritual, inviſible

Church: Thoſe who are Branches oſ the true

Vine, of whom CHR'ST ſays, 1 am 'be Fiat, ye

are the Bſa/lſ/JEJ: Thoſe who ſo effectually know

Cu a is r, as by that Knowledge to have eſcaped

the l'ullutions oſ the World: Thoſe who ſee the

Light of the Glory oſ Goo in the Face of Jesus

Cunls r, and who have been made Partakers of

the HOLY Guosr, of the Witneſs and the Fruits

A* 2 - Of
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of the'Spirit: Thoſe who live by Faith in the

Son of Gon : Thoſe who are ſanctified by the

Blood oſ the iCovenant: Thoſe to whom all, or

any oſ theſe Characters belong, l mean by the

Term Saints.

3. Can any oſ theſe fall' away P Byſallz'ng awe]

we mean, not barely ſailing into Sin. This, it

is granted, they may. But can they ſall tom/15?

Can any oſ theſe ſo fall from GoD, as to periſh

everlastingly ?

4. I am ſenſible, either Side of this Alelhion.

is attended with great Difficulties: Such as Rea

ſon alone could never remove. Therefore to

the Law and to the Testiznony. Let the living

Oracles decide: And iſ theſe ſpeak for us, we

neither ſeek nor want ſarther Witneſs.

5. On this Authority, I believe, a Saint may

ſall away ; that one who is holy or righteous, in

the Judgment of Gou himſelf, may nevartheleſs

ſo ſall ſrom Gon, as to periſh everlastingly.

I. For thus ſaith the Long; * When the righte

'from fantſ/ſ) away from bis RigbſraujZ/gſj, and' tam

mittrfl' [viy/city, in bi! Tnjþafi that be Z'at/J 'reſ

p-ſſd, and in þir Sin that/1: bath firmed, ſſin them

ſhall be die.

That this is to be understood oſ eternal Death,

appears from the 26th Verſe z v

i [Van a righteou; Alan farmſ/a away from bir

Rightccu/ſſuſ: and mmmittetb I/Iigflitj, and' diet/2 in

them, (here is temporal Death,) ſo" his Iniquity

tbht be bar/7 dom, be ſhall die: Here is Death

eternal. It

* Ezek. xviii. 24.
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It appears farther from the whole Scope of '

the Chapter, which is' to prove, * The Soul 'bar

ſinne/ſ), itstm/l die.

Iſ you ſay, " the Soul here means the Body :"

I anſwer, that will die whether you ſin or no.

6. Again, thus ſaith the Lono, + When 1

' ſhall ſay 'a 'be Rngmw, 'but be ſhall/tardy live,

if be trust to In: own Rigbleaq/ſſ'zqſir (yea, 'or to

that Promiſe as ahſolute and unconditional) and

tommifletb I/ziquifj, all In: Rightemſheſſr ſhall Mr

be remuable-I, batfor bis [dignity (but be bath tom

milredſhal/ be die.

Again, I 1-me 'be Rigbmm rumetb from bis

Rigbtcmjmſl and (mnine-th biguily, be ſhall ever!

die rl-mby.

Therefore one who is holy and righteous, in

the judgment of GOD himſelf, may yet ſo'fall

as to periſh everlastingly,

7. " But how is this conſistent with what Gan'

declared elſewhere, S If his Children forſake my

Law and wail' not in my Judgmentxgu leaf/ſayſ?

their Offa/Irn' with the Red, and their Sin wiſh

Saw-ges. Nez/'rlbr/eſ: my lot/ing Kindmſ-J will I

no' utterly take from bin', 'm- ſaffer my Truth to

flil. My Cat/man! will I not break, nor alter 'be

Thing fh-rt i: gem' an! afmy Lip: : I haw-ſworn out'

A my Holineſs, 'ba-t I will 'm fail David.
i anſwer, There is no Ma'nner oſ-Inconſifl

ency between one Declaration and the, other.

The Proplu-t declares the justjudgment of G0p_,

aguinst every righteous Man who falls from his

Righteouſneſs. The Pſalmist declares "1me

A 3 [py/ing'

' Ver. 4. + c, 33. v. '3. iv. 18. She/'II

In, v. 31-34. lv. 43. al, zz, 30. '
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lowing Kim/nſſ: which GOD ſware unto David z'rt

hir Truth. .I haw/burnſ, ſaith he, David my Ser

wmt, with my holy Oil have [anointed 'himp Mty

Handſhall hold himfist, and my Armſhallstrengthen

him-His Seed aſſ' will I make m endurrſhr mar,

and hi: Throne a: the Day: tffi Hem/er, It follows,

* But z'fhir Chi/drerzfirſahe my Law and walk not

in my Judgment: -- Nn/erthe/zff: my lot-ing Kindnq/J

will I 'm utterly tahyſrom him, narſuffir my 'Truth

Ia fail. Ill) Cor/man' will [not hreah. I will not

fail David. Hir Seed ſhall endure for ever, and'

hi: Throne a: the Sun hrfare me.

May not every Man ſee, That the Cover/hat

here ſpoken of, relates wholly to David and his

Seed or Children? Where then is the Incon

fistency between the most ahſolute Proniiſe r'nade

to, a. particular Family 5 and that ſolemn Ac

count which Goo has here given of his Way of

Dealing with all *Mankind?

Beſides, the very Covenant mentioned in theſe

Words is not ahſolute, but conditional. The

Condition oſ Repentance in caſe of ſorſaking

Gon's Law, was implied, tho' not exprest.

And ſo strongly implied, that this Condition.

ſailing, not being performed, GOD did alſoſail

David, He did aller the Thing that had ga'ze out

aſ hiſ Lip, and yet without any Impeachment of

his Truth; He 1- ahharrtd dfld forſook hi: Anoint

nt, the Seed oſ David, whoſe Throne, if they

had rapented, ſhould have been a: the Dajr of

Heaven. He did s hrmk the Coc'ma'zl aſ hiſ Str

mnt, and fast hiſ; Crown to the Ground. So vain

ly are theſe Words of the Pſalmist brought to

contradict the plain, full Testimony ofthe Prophet.

8 No!

JYCI'- JUCJTK. T v. 37. 5 v.38.1
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8, Nor is there any Contradiction between thiv

Testimony oſGon by Ezakiel, and thoſe Words

which he ſpake by Jeremiah: I have lewd time

mit/2 d'l (e'er/fling Low; 'berqfire with loving

Kz'M'myi Z'M'Z'l I drawn the', For, do- theſe Words '

aſſert, That no righteOus Man ever turns from

h-is Righteouſneſs? No ſuch Thing. They do

not touch the Ogestion, but ſimply declare Gon's

Love to the Yea-s' p Church. To ſee this in the

Clearest Light, you need only read over the

whole Sentence. + At 'be ſhme Timt, ſaitb 'be

LO R D, I will ire tba GO D qfall 'be Familie: of

Iſrael, arm' they ſhall be my People. That ſaitb tbe

L O R D, 'be People wbieþ ram Itſ? of the SwardM

flund Crete it' tlxe V/ildern/fl, wet' Iſrael, sober' I,

muſed' bit/1 to nst. The LORD bath apperred qfold 1

xmta me, ſaith the Prophet, ſpeaking in the Perſom

of [In-uſ, ſaying, Ilmve [wed the: with na Ever- ;

lasting Low, tbenfire with los/ing Kindmz/l bar/e I

drawn tbce- Again 1 will build they, mid tbau

ſhalt fie built, O Virgin rfIſrael. v ſi

Suffer me here to obſerve once for all, a Fal

lacy which is constantly uſed, by almost all

Writers on this Point. They perpetually beg

the Westion by applying to particular Perſons,

Aſſcrtions or Prophecies, which relate only to

the Church in general : And ſome oſ them only

to the fire-wiſh Church and Nation, as distin

guiſhed from all other People.

Iſ you ſay, " But it was particularly revealed

to mr, That Gon had loved me with an ever

lasting Love;" Ianſwer, Suppoſe it was, (which

might bear a Diſpute) it proves no more, at the

most, than that jflll in particular ſhall perſevere:

But_

1-Ch. 31. v. l, 2, 3, 4.
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But does not affect the General question, Whe

ther others ſhall, or ſhall not?

9. Secondly, One who is endued with the

Faith that purifies the Heart that produces a

good Conſcience, may nevertheleſs' ſo fall fromv

Go o, as to periſh everlastingly.

For thus ſaith the inſpired Apostle, * War a

good War/Fire, holding Faith and a good Canſtimte,

win-'th ſome bar/ing put away, ranter/zing Fait/aþaw

male Ship-twain '

Obſerve, 1. Theſe Men (ſuch as fflrtfllfiluſ

and Alexander) had once the Faith that purifics

the Heart, that produces a good Conſciencer

which they once hadl or they could not have

pit! it away. -

Obſerve, 2. They made Slaipzurerk of the

Faith, which neceſſarily implies the total ahd

final Loſs of it. For a Veſſel once wreck'd can

never be recover*d. It is totally and finally lost.

And the- Apostle himſelf, in his ſeCond

Epistle to Timtby, mentions one of theſe two as

irrccoverably lost. 4; Alexander, ſay he, did me

mmb Evil: The LO R D ſhall reward him amrd

iitg to bit W'arki. _

Therefore one who is indued with the Faith

that purifies the Heart, that produces a'good

Conſcience, may nevertheleſs ſo fall from Gon,

as to periſh everlastingly. _

10. " But how can this be reconciled with the

Words ofourLonn, Het/aat'belzwrt/a ſhal/þcſawd."

Do you think theſe Words mean, be t/mt bz

little: at this Moment, ſhall certainly and inevi

tably &eſ-wed? '

lf this lnterpretation be'good, then by all

the Rules'of Speech, the other Part of the Sen

* 1 Yim. r. xix. 20. 1" z Tim. iv. 14
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tence must mean, be that does 'm believe at chi;

Moment, ſhall certainly and inevitably be damfllrl- "

Therefore that Interpretation cannot be good.

The plain Meaning then oſ the whole Sentence

is, He that &flitſ/ltb, if he continue in Faith,

ſhall be ſaven' ; be that believed' m', if he conti-v

nues in Unbelief, ſhall be damned. ' ſſ

l I. " Butdoes not CHMST ſay elſewhere,*H

'l'at &Timeſ/2 bath everlasting Lzfi? And 1" He

(but tie/smell: an bin' that ſent me, bath mea-lasting

Life, and ſhall not 'tame into Certain/mation, but i:

pa/'Pd'from Deatb unto Lifi'."

I anſwer, 1. The Love ofGon is everlasting

Life. It is, in Substance, the Life of Heaven,
Now every one that believes, loves Gon ;ſi and

therefore lull/2 everlasting Life.

z. Every one that believes i: therefore p/ſſ'd

ſum Dew/1, ſpiritual Death, unto Life; And

3. Slm/l no! tal-ne into Candz-mnatiarz, if he en

dureth in the Faith unto the End : According to

Our LORD's own Word, He that snduretþ to the

End, ſhall be ſaved: s And verily Iſizy antpym, zfa

[an hap my Saying, beſhal/ nezrerstz Death.

12. Thirdly, Thoſe who are graſted in

to the good Olive-tree, the lpiritual, inviſible

Church, may nevertheleſs ſo fall from GOD, aa

to periſh everlastingly.

For thus ſaith the Apostle, "8methe Dram-be:

're (In/law ajſſfl and t/'Mt art guſ/al in among them,

and' with than pnrtakest of 'be Root and Fatrzrſs qf

'be O/iw-trn.

Be na! bigb-mindzd but/Ear: IfG O Dſparednot

'be natural Brantbn, take been' lest Eve/pare not flye-e.

* John iii. 36, + c. 6. v. 24. 57'01771 viii. 51.

lR'M. xi. 17, 20, 2', zz.
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L Behold the Goodneſ: and Stoority Of GO D ! On

them which/ill Sweritv ; hot toward thee Goodnqſx,

iſ thou continue in hit Goodmſſ otherwiſe thou

ſhalt he rot wſ.

1 We may obſerve here, 1. The Perſons ſpoken

to, were actually graited into the Olive-tree:

2. This Olive-tree is not barely the outward,

viſible Church, but the Inviſible, conſisting of

holy Believers. So the Text. * fftheſirst Frz/z't

he holy, the Lump i: holy; and the Root he holy,

ſo art the Brancher. ' And, Becauſe of Unhelt'eſ'

they were hrohen Qffl and thou stande/I by Faith.

3. Theſe holy Believers were still liable to be,

cut off from the inviſible Church, into which

they were then grafted :

4. Here is not the least Intimation of thoſe
who were ſo cut off, being ever grafteſſd in again.

Therefore thoſe who are grafted into the good v

Olive-tree, the ſpiritual, inviſible Church, may

nevertheleſs ſo fall from Gon, as to periſh ever

Iastingly. m .
. 13. ** But how does this agree with the 2-9th ſſ

Verſe, The Giſt; and Czt/ling ofGO D are withou:

Repen/om P ye'

The preceding Verſe ſhewe r A: touching the

Election (the unconditional Election of the ye

wist; Nation) they orr he/ot/edſor th: Father: Suht :.

For the Sake of their Fore Fathers. It follows

(in "proof of this, That they' are helowo" fir the

Father; Sahc, that GOD has still Bleſſmgs in Store

for the Jewiſh Nation) Far the fotr fl'Z/lſſ Calx/ing

oſG OD, an' without Repentonn: For Gon doth

not repent of any Bleflings he hath giventhcm, or

- ' . any

* Ver. LS.
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any Privileges he hath called them to. The

\Vords here referred to, were originally ſpoken

with a peculiar Regard to theſe national Bleſ

ſmgs. *GOD ir not a Ma/z, that be ſhould lie,

mit-ber 'be Sat' qf All', that beſhould rrpmt.

14. K But do not you hereby make Gon .

changeablc .> Whereas + witLv him i: no amiable

mzſr, mitber Sl-adm of turning P" By no means,

Cor) is unchangcably holy. Therefore he al

'ways loveth Rigbteoaſnrſa and hateth Imqm'zjy He

is unchangeably Good. Therefore he pardoneth

all that repent and belitw 'be Cg/þel. And he

is unchangeably just; therefore he rewardetb

'very Man according m lx'r War-fir. But all this

hinders not his reſisting when they are proud,"

thoſe to whom he gave Grace'when they were

humble, Nay, his unchangeableneſs itſelf rei

quircs, that if they grow high minded, Gon

ſhould cut them off: That Fþere ſhould be a

proportionable Change, in all the Divine Diſ

Penſations toward them.

r 5. " But how then is Gon faithful? I an

.ſwcr, in ſulſilling every Promiſe which he hath'

made, to all to whom it is made, all who fulfil

the: Condirion of that Promiſe. More particu

larly, rst, j GOD i; ſaitlſul in that be will not

ſnflrr you 30 be tempted abom- tbat you ar' able to

bear. zd, I 'Tin LOR D i: firitbfizl, tostab/ffl: and

is 'p you ſ/Lr'l evil (iſ you put your Trust in him)'

from all the evil which you might otherwiſe

ſuffer, thro' 'wren/'amble and folded ſh'e", 3. [I

Qumb m: 'be Spirit; bold that which i: good;

a .

* Numb. xxiii. ' . am: i. '7. 5 1 Cor

x. 13. 12 ſhſſ iiiPz, zi 7il I Tb-ſſ. v. l9- U'
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ahfiain from full appearance of wi! : And your.

whole Spirit, Soul and Body ſhall he preſerved blame

lest, unto the too/'ing o/'our Lardj'E 8 US CHR IS T,

Faithful i: he that rolleth you, who alſo will do it.

4. Be not diſobedient unto the heaizenly Calling,

and * GOD i! faithful hy whom je were tal/ed,

to toqflrm you unto tho end, that ye may he blame/w,

in the' Day afar/r Lord YESUS CHRIST. Yet

notwithstanding all _ this, unleſs you fulfil the

Condition, you cannot attain the Promiſe.

" Nay, but are not all the Promiſe: you and

omen? " They are. They are firm as the

Pillars of Heaven. Perform the Condition: And

the Promiſe is ſure. Believe, and thou ſhalt be

ſaved. ' - '

" But many Promiſes' are abſolute and un

" conditional." In many, the Condition is nd!

exprest. But this does not prove, there is none

implied. No Promiſes can be exprest, in amore

ahſolute Form, that thoſe above cited from the

89th Pſalm. And yet we have ſeen, aCondi

tion was implied even there, tho' none was

exprest. ſi

'6. 6' But there is no Condition either exprest

U or implied, in thoſe Words of St. Paul, n I am

" perſuaded that neither Death, nor Life', mr Hugh!

" nor szth, 'Ior any Creolurc, ſhall he ohle to ſa

" parate 11: from the Lot/e of GOD, whioh i; it!

" CHRIST YESUS our LORD."

Suppoſe there is not (which will bear a Diſ

pute) yet what will this prove i Just thus much,

'- that the Apostle was at that Time fully perſuad

Cd of his own Perſeverance. And I doubt not,

. a but

't 4 Cor. 1. 8, 9. 1] Ram. viii. 38, 39.'
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but many-Believers at this Day, have the very

ſame Perſuaſion, termed in Scripture, the full
Aſſurance of Hope. ſiBut this does not prove,

that every Feliever ſhall perſevere : Any more

than that every Believer is thus fully perſuaded

of his Perſeverance. ,

IV. 17. yFourthly, Thoſe who are Bra'nchez

of the true Vine, of whom CHRIST ſays, I am

the Vine, ye are the Branches, may nevertheleſs

ſo fall from GOD, as to periſh everlastingly.

For thus ſaith our BleffedþLoao himſelf, . I

an the true Via', and 'ay Father -i5 the Hathana'

Mflh'.

Ewry Branch in me that 'heareth 'let Frait, h'

taketh it away. . .

I an the Fine, ye are the Branches. [ſ a Mart

ahza'e 'at in me, he i: rast forth (11 'a Brartth and i:

withnezl, and Men gather them and east them into t

the Fire, and they are hart/ed.

Here we may obſerve, 1. The Perſons ſpoken

of, were it' CHR IS Bt'at'ther aft/Je trueſ/'iae :

2. Some of theſe Bramher abide 'm in Cunrsr,

but the Father taketh them away ;

3. The Brnmhr: which ahia'e 'MI are east forth,

cast out from Cnnrsr and his Church: *

4. They are not only east farthbut withered;

conſequently never grafted in again. Nay, þ

s. They are not only erst farth and witherea',
hu: alſo east into 'he Fire. And ſi

6. They * are harried. It is not poſſible for

NVords more strongly to declare, that even thoſe

who are now Branches in the true Vine, may yet

'ſo fall, as to periſh ercrlastingly.

\ * Cor. i. 8, 9.
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'8. 'By thispclear, indiſputable Decla'ration oſ

our LORD, we may interpret thoſe which might

be otherwiſe liable to diſpute: Wherein it is cer

tain, what ever he . meant beſide, He did not

mean to contradict himſelf. For Exa'mple, * Thu

il the Father'r V'i/l, that aſ all which he ha/h giwh

me [ſhun/r] [aſk Nothing. Most ſure; all that GOD

hath given him, or (as it is exprest in the next

Verſe) nwy on' which he/Zz't/tth an him, namely,

_ to the end, he will r'aiſe up a: the last Day, to

reign with him for eVer. '

Again, * I am the lit-'ing Bread -_ Iſtmy Man

'at of thi: Bread (by Faith) he ſhall litleflr 'ever

True; if he continue to eat thereof. And who

can doubt of it P

Again, I ZWySheep htar my Vain, and I him'

them, and they fillaw me. And I gz'w unto them.

t'emal Life; and they ſhall 'let-er perz'ſh, mithtr

ſhall any pluck them out aſ my Hand.

In the preceeding Text, rhe Condition is on-,

ly implied. In this it is plainly exprest. They

are my Sheep, that hear my Vain, thatſh/low me in

all Holineſs. And, if ye do theſe Thingx, ye

- ſhall 'let/er falſ. None ſhall pluth you out qf' my

Handr. .

Again, 1' Having lot-'ed hit cum whith were it'

the War/a', he loveth them unto the End. Hair/ing

lewd/air own, namely the Apostles, (as the 'very

next Words, which were in the World, evidently

' ſhew) he lewd lhrm unto the Frm' of his Liſc,_

and maniſeſied that Love to the Last.

'9.

* Ver. 51. je. 10. v. 27, 28,.29.'.1-_'7ohn

xiii. 1.

"_ Mm- 4.,- , __...---\A
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'9. Once more, *.' Hz-[y Father, heep through

thi/u um Name theſe ZUbN/l thou hastgiz/en me, that

thy may he are, a: the are one. .

Great Strcſs has been laid upon this Text:

And it has been hence inferred, That all theſe when

the Father had given him (a [Phraſe frequently

occur-ring in this Chapter) must infallibly perſe

vere to the End.

And yet in the very next Verſe, our LORD

himſelf declares, That one of thoſe whom the

Father had gie-m him, did not perſevere unto the

End, but periſhed everlastingly.

His own Words are. + Thoſe that thou gaue/1

mr, I have kept, and 'tane of them 1? lost, hat the

Son aſ Perdt'tt'wt.

So one even of theſe was finally lost! A- De
monllration that the Phraſe Thoſe whom that! hqstſi

gie-en me. ſignifies here (iſ not in most other

Places too) the twelve Apostles and them only.

20. On this Occafion, I cannot but obſerve

another common Infiance of begging the Questi

on, oſ taking for granted, what ought to be

proved: It is uſually laid down, as an indiſ- _

put-able Truth,- that whatever our LORD ſpeak' o

to or oſ his Apostles, is to be applied to all Be

lievcrs. But this cannot be allowed by any who

impartially ſearch the Scriptures. They cannot

allow, without clear and particular Prooſ, that

any one of thoſe Texts, which related primarily

to the Apostles (as all Men grant) belong to any

but them. '

B z V.

' Ch. '7. v. n. 1-v. 13.

_ _,-- -4/_*

he A. _- Nup
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_-v_ ___..

v. 21. Fifthly, 'Thoſe who ſo effectuallv

know CHR18T, as by that Knowledge to have

eſcaped the Pollutions of the World, may yet

ſail back into thoſe Pollutions, and periſh ever

lastingly.

For thus ſaith the Apostle Peter, " [ſqfltr thy

J'az'e eld-ped 'Z-e Pc/Tutiam of t/re VGrld, 'bra' fl'e

[meale/dye qſ tie Lard 'and Saviour 7' E S U S

CHRIS T, (the only FOffiblC Way of eſcaping

-tl1em)> tZ-ej are again fixing/ed therein and awr

(me, t/T'rl [after Erm' il curſe a'ltb them than iſ;"

Begiming. '

Fu" itþad been &eftsrfbr than, not 'a bar-'e him-m

l/I'e P/'ſiay zf R/gbrewſzglr, tlvm qf'cr l/rey bad biten'

if, to turn/'n'ot r/Je ba/j Comman.z*r/1mt delivered 'mio

tbrw. ' ſſ

That the K/iazþ/zdgr'cle-r [ſay angb/eo/zſmſ),

which they had attained, was an inward, expe

rimental Knowledge, is evident from that other

Expreffion, They had (stoped t/'je Po/ltztiom aſ 'be
For/11: An Expreffion parallel to that in cheſſ

the preceding Chapter, + Having eſt/'ped t/ye

Corruption wex/1 i: in t/ze ÞVarld. And in both

Chapters, this Effect is aſcribed .to the ſame

Cauſe: Termed in the first, The Knowledge of

'him who lzat/J tal/ed 11: to Glory and Virtue ; in the

ſecond, more explicitly, 'be Knowledge of t/ae Lord

andSzwiaur, JESUS CHRIST. '

And yet they lost that experimental Know_

ledge of CHRIST and the Way of Righte

ouſneſs: They fell back into the ſame Pollutiohs

-they had eſcaped; land were again intarlg/ed

' 'lier-ell'

* 2 Pet. ii. 20, 21. Tv.4.
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therein and overcome. The) for-ned from the holy

Command-new delivered to them, ſo that their lat

'er End wax root/2 than 'hair Beginni'zg. '

Therefore thoſe who ſo effectually know

CHx's r, as by that Knowledge to have eſcaped

the Pollutions oſ the World, may yet fall back

into thoſe Pollutions and periſh everlastingly.

22. And this is perfectly conſistent with St.

Peter's \Vords, in the first Chapter of his former

Epistle : Who are hap! hy the Power of GOD thro'

Faith tmto Solution. Undoubtcdly ſo are all

they who ever attain eternal Salvation. It is the.

Power oſ Gco only, and not our own, by which

ne are kept one Day or one Hour..

Vl. 25 . Sixthly, thoſe who ſee the Light of
the Glory of'Goo in the Faceſſ ofjnsos Cnſiusr,

and who have been made Partakers of the Ho

LY GHOST, oſ the Witneſs' and the Fruits of '

the Spirit ; may nevertheleſs ſo fall from. Go o,.

as to periſh everlastingly.

For thus ſaith the inſpired Writer to the [Je-

(firm-4, * It i: impoffih/e for thoſe who were oure im

lizhlenezl, and haz'e tasted of the hewe-'My Gist,

ma' were 'zoje'Porlaherr of the HoZy Ghost--_Ifthey

fall away, to renew them again to Repentam'e ;v ſhr

_ ing they trun'ſj to theter/Noe: the Son of GOD q/'rq/h,

owl' put him to m' open Shome.

Must not every unprejudiced Perſon- ſee, the.

Fxpreffions here uſed, are ſo strong and'clear,.

that they cannot without groſs and palpable

Wteſiing, be understood of any but trueBelievers PZ

They were once enlightened : AnſExpreſſion ſa

miliar with the Apostle, and never by him ap

plied to any but Believers. So, The GODofour

B 3 . Lorl

fQL 6_ 7, 4,6, Efflheſ. i. 17, 18, 19.

-am'WLW
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Lard _7ES US CHR IST, git'e unto you the Spi

rit of I/I/zſdorn and Rewelation. - The Eye: qf you"

Unde'stdnding heing inlightened, that ye' mdþ' him'

what it the Hope of hie Calling -- And what i: the

&tree-ling Greatneſr ofhi: Glory, to mward that he

Ill'I/l. So again, * GOD who commanded the

Light toſhine out of Darhneſh, hath ſhined into our

Hfflf/J, to give the Light of the Knowledge oſ the

Glory ofGOD in theFare ofj'ESUS CHRIST.

This is a Light which no Unbelievers have.

They are utter Strangers to ſuch Inlightning. 'I'

The G O D of thz': World hath hlinded the Alind: of

them which heliez'e not, lest the Light of the gle

riffl: Goſpel of C H R I S T," ſhould ſhgrze' unto

'ther/1.

They had tasted ff/he heavenly Gist (emphatical

ly ſo called) and were made Partaher: ofzhe Hour

GHOST. So St. Peter likewiſe couples them to

gether: I Be haptizedſhr the Remz'ffion osz'nr, and

ye ſhall reeei-ac the Gifl of the HOLY GHOST t

Whereby the Love of GOD was ſhed abroad in

their Hearts, with all the other Fruits of the

Spirit. Yea, it is remarkable, that our LORD

himſelf, in his grand Commiſſion to S't. Paul (to

which the Apostle probably alludes in theſe

Words) comprizes all theſe three Particulars. 5

Iſend thee to open their Eyet, and to turn them from

Darhmſ: to Light, and fron' the Power of Satan

'ent-9 GOD, (here contracted into that one Ex

prcffion, They were in/tghtzneaO that they may re

eeiw Forgivenest ofSim (Theheawnly Gxfij and at'

\ In

* 2 Cor. iv. 6. 1- v. 4. flctctj ii. 33. 5 ch

2(>._ v. 18. .
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Inheritanee among them whith artſdfictlffimſſ; WhiCh

Ire made Part-der' oſthe HO LT GHOST, Of

all the ſanctifying Influences or' the Spirit.

The Expreffion, The) tasted aſ the heavenly Gi ,

is taken from the Pſalmifl, * Taste and ſhe that the

LORD t'r good. As iſ he had ſaid, Be ye as aſſured

oſ his Love, as of any thing you ſee with your

Eyes. And let the Aſſurance thereof be ſweet

to your Soul, as Honey is to your Tongue.

And yet thoſe who had been thus in/zghtened,

had tasted this Gi , and been. thus Partoher: of

'he HOLY' GHOST, ſo fell may, that it was

in/rffihle to renew them again to Repentance.

U But the Apostle only makes a Suppoſition,

thhey ſhall/'all away." t.

I anſwer, The Apostle makes no Suppofition

at all. There is no in the Original. The

W'ords are, 'AJlu'mflov 'hiſ dſſ'trd-E QNTIOLWMN

fig Tapaweohfleu. That is, in plain' Eaglzſh,

1.' i: empoffi 5/e to rew-w again tanto Repen-v

t-M't -, thoſe who were one' int'z'ghte/red and have

fallen away: Therefore they must periſh ever

laxiingly. _ .

24. " But iſ ſo, then farewell all my Com

frt." \

Then your Comfort depends on a poor Foun

dation. My Comfort stands not on any Opini

on, eirher that a Believer can, or cannot fall

away, not on the Remembrance oſ any thing

wrought in me ITsterdaj; but on what is To-day .

On my ſnjent Knowledge of Goo in C'HUST,

reconciling me to himſelf. On my now behold

ing the Light of the Glory of Goo, in the Face

of
_' Pſalm. xxxiv. 8.
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oſ Jesus CHRlST; Walking in the Light, as

he is in the Light, and having Fellowſhip with

the Father and with the Son. My Comfort is,

_ that thro' Grace I now believe in the Lono Jesus

CHRIST ; and that his Spirit n'ot/2 bear Witneſs

with my Spirit, that I am aChild ofGoo. I

take Comfort in this and this only, That I ſee

feeJnsus at the right Hand of GOD; that I

Perſonally, for myſelf, and not for another, have

an Hope full of Im-mortality; that I feel the

Love of GOD ſhed abroad in my Heart, being

crucified to the World, and the W'orld crucified

to me. My Rejoicing is this, the Testimony of

_ my Conſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly

SinCerity, not with fleſhly iWiſdom, but by the

Grace of Gan, I haue my Converſation in the.

_ World.

Go' and find, iſ you can, a more ſolid Joy, a

more bliſsful Comfort, on this Side Heaven.

But this Comfort is not ſhaken, be that Opi

nion true or falſe; whether the Saints in ge

neral can or cannot fall. _

If you take up with any Comfort ſhort oſ.

this, you lean- on the Staff of a broken Reed,.

ct which not only will not bear your Weight, but

will enter into your Hand and pierce you..

25. Seventhly, Thoſe who live by Faith, may

yet fall from GOD and periſh everlastingly. _

For thus ſaith the ſame inſpired Writer, * flat

ſhall lit/e by Faith ; zixhz'f any Man draw

bad, my Salt/ſhall lum 'lo Pliaſzzre in him. The

Just, the justified Perſon, ſhall live by Faith, every

now ſhall he live the Life which is hid with Cþrfst

* ch. x-. 38; *
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Gon : And iſ he endure ſiunto the End, he ſhalſ

live with Gon for ever. But if any Man draw

hiſ', ſrith the LORD, my Say/ſhall have 'to Plta

ſure in him: That is, I will utterly cast him off;

and accordingly the drawing back here ſpoken of,

is termed in the Verſe immediately following,

t'r'azu'ng but-A' to Pin/Him.

" But the Perſon ſuppoſed to draw back is not

the ſame with him that is ſaid to live by Faith."

I anſwer 1. Who is it then? Can any Man

draw back ſrom Faith who never came to it? But

2. Had the Text been fairly tranſlated, there

had been no Pretence for this Objection. For the

Original runs thus: 'O Jſxzm," an Tiggav;

Ciae'hu mix My uſſvragziA'flzL-Iſ BJlixcua; 'be

jllst Man that lie-r: [I] Faith (ſo the Expreffion ne;

ceſſarily implies, there being no other Nmimtiz/e

to the Verd) dra:a'.r bar/5', my Salt] ſhall 'bar/e 'In

Playing' it' him. l

" But the Apoſile adds, W'c are m! aſ them rob'

draw bin-1: 'an Perdftion." And what will you.

inſer from thence? This is ſo far from contra

dicting what has been obſerved before, that it

maniſcstly confirms it. It is a farther Prooſ,

that there are thoſe who draw barl- zmra Perr'iticþ,

altho' the Apostle was not of that 'Numben

Therefore thoſe who live by Faith, may yet fall

from Gon and periſh everlastingly.

26. " But does not Gon ſay to every one that

lives by Faith, I will net/er ltdZ/t the mr forſake

'in P

The whole Sentence runs thus. Let your Con

'r'fjlctatian be without Coming/kiſſ, and be commit

mjtb

* sz. 13. g. *
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n'ill: ſuch fling: a: ye lawe; for be both ſaidy

I will 'tiſ/if lclrt'e 'bee nor fiiſake the; True;

provided your Coflvorſotioo be wit/you! Coz'etouſ/zrſr,

and ye be worm! loilb/ift'll flying: o: ye bow. Then

you may bold-fy ſay, The Lord i! my Haſprr, ana'I

will not fear what IWoz/z ſhall o'o unto me,

Do you not ſee, r. That this Promiſe, as here

recited, relates wholly to Temporal things I

2. That even thus taken, it is not ahſolute but.

Conditional, and 3. That the Condition is ex

preſiy mentioned in the very ſame Sentencc?

27. Eighthly, Thoſe who are ſanctiſxed by the

Blood of the COvenant, may ſo fall from Gou

as to periſh everlastingly.

For thus again ſaith the Apostle, * If we fin

wi/fu/ct, after we bet/e'rtoeiwd the Knowledge eſ

the Truth, there remoimlb no more Satrxfito for Sin'

but our/air' fear/Po] loo-'Eingflr of judgment and

fiery INH'Iſſg'I/Ilioil which-ſhall tie-you'- the Adz/erſariu.

He that dam/ed Moſes Law dien' without Merty under

two or gbrrc W'itnſſr. Oſ bow mar/7 ſort/er Pa

mſhment ſho 11' be be thought rwort/ay, wſibo thl: trodden

arm/or Foot the Son of GOD, arm' both counted tþe

Blood oſ t/Je Cowmnt, wherewith be war ſozictffifd,,

an tal/roſy Thing.

It is undeniably plain, r. That the Perſon

mentioned here, was once ſanctiſied by the Blood

of the Cavenant.. 2. That he afterwards by

known, wilful Sin, trodv under Foot the Son of

GOD: And 3. That he hereby incurred a ſore:

than Death, namely, Death everlasting Puniſh

ment. ,

Therefore, thoſe who. Are ſanctihed by the

Blood

* Heo. 10.,26.
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Blool of the Covenant, may 'yet ſo fall as to

periſh everlrzilingly.

28. " What! Can the Blood of CHRlST

burn in Hell? Or can the Purchaſe of the Blood

oſ CHRIST go thither?" ,

I anſwer r. The Blood of CHRISF canno't

burn in Hell, no more than it can be ſpilt on

the Earth. The Heavens must contain both his

Fleſh and Blood, until the Restiturion of all

Things. But

_ z. Iſ the Oracles of GOD are true, one who

was purehaſed by the Blood oſ CHRlST may

go thither. For he that Was 'ſanctified By the

Blood of CHRIST, 'was put-chaſed by the Blood

of Ci-rusr. But one who was ſanctified' by the

'Blood of CHR lST, may nevertheleſs go to'Hellſiz

may fall under that "fiery Indignation, whichſilha'l'l

for ever devour the Adverſaries.

zq. '* Can a Child of Goo then go to Hell?

Or can a Man be a Child of GOD to Day, and

a Child of the Devil to Marrow? If GOD is our

Father once, is\ he not our Father' always? I

InſWer,

l. A Child of Gan, that is a true Believer

(for be that believeth is born oſ Gov) while he

continues a true Believer, cannOt go to Hell.

But 2. Iſ a Belicver make Shipwreck of the

Faith, he is no longer a. Child of GOD. And

then he may go to Hell, yea and certainly will,

iſ he continue in Unbelieſ. 3. 'Xſ a Believer may

make Shipwrcck of the Faith, then a Man that

believes now, may be an Unbeliever ſome Time

hence; yea very poſiibly, To-morrowz Butſif

O'
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"ſo, hewhois a Child oſ Gon to Day, may be a

l

Child'of the Devil To-morrow. For 4. GOD is

the Father of them that Believe, ſo long as they

Believe.- But the'Devil is the Father-oſ them

that Believe not, whether they did once Believe

or no. ' . -_

30. The Sum of all is this; 'If the Scrip

tures are true, thbſe who are holy or righteous in

the Judgment of GOD himſelf : Thoſe who are in

dued with the Faith that purifies the Heart, that

produces a good Conſcience : Thoſe "who are

graited into the good Olive tree, the Spiritual,

_inviſible Church: Thoſe who are Branches of

the true Vine, of whom- CHRxsr ſays, I am_

the Vine, ye are the Branches: Thoſe who ſo

effectually know CHR IST, as by that' Knowledg'

to have eſcaped the Pollutions of the W'orld:
Thoiſie who'ſeeſſthe Light of the Glory of Goo,

in the Face of Jesus CHRisT, and whozhate

. been'made Parta-kers of. the HOLY Gnlos'r, of
A (the Witneſsand of the Fru'itsof the Spirit : Thoſe

'Mho live by Faith in the Son of GOD: Thoſe
ſſwho are ſanctified by the Blood of" the Coyenant;

Amaynevertheleſs -ſo_fall from; Goo, as to periſh

everlastingly, , _' _ -

Therefore, let him that standeth, 'take heed

'leaſt heſall.

  


