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R o M A N s xiv. 1o.

We ſhall all stand before the judgment feat of Christ.

1 • OW awful a folemnity is at hand? Yet a

little while, and we ſhall all/tand before the

judgment feat of Chrift. For as I live, faith the Lord,

every knee fhall bow to me, and every tongue fhall con

e/s to God. And in that day, Every one of us /hall# account of himſelf to God. y y ºf us /

2. Had all men a deep fenfe of this, how effec

tually would it fecure the interefts of fociety ? For

what more forcible motive can be conceived, to

the praćtice of genuine morality ? To a ſteady pur

pofeof ſolid virtue ? An uniform walking in juſtice,

mercy, and truth ? What could ſtrengthen our

hands in ali that is good, and deter us from all evil,

like a ftrong convićtion of this, The 7udge fandeth

at the door: and we are fhortly to stand before him ?

3. It may therefore be of ufe to confider,

Ī. The chief circumſtances which will precede

our ſtanding before the judgment feat of Chriſt.

II. The judgment itſelf, and,

III. A few of the circumſtances which will

follow it.

I. Let us, in the firſt place confider the chief

circumstances which will precede our ſtanding be

fore the judgment feat of Chriſt. -

And i ft, || God will fhew ſigns in the earth beneath :

particularly he will arife to ſhake terribly the earth:

The earth fhall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and

fhall be renoved like a coitage. t There fhall be

earthquakes azrà ráze; (not in divers only, but in all

* -

| Acts ii. 19. ' uke xxi. 1 1,

places:
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plaees: not in one only, or a few, but in every

part of the habitable world :) even fuch as were not

fince men were upon the earth, fo mighty earthquakes

and fo great. In one of theíe, * every ifland fhall flee

away, and the mountains will not be found. , Mean

time all the waters of the terraqueous globe will

feel the violence of thoſe concu iſions : † the fea

and waves roaring, with fuch an agitation as had

never been known before, fince the hour that the

fountains of the great deep were broken up, to deſtroy

the earth, which then food out of the water and in

the water. The air will be all ſtorm and tempeſt,

full of dark # vapours and piliars of fnoke: refound

ing with thunder fron pole to pole, and torn with

ten thoufand lightnings. But the commotior will

not ftop in the region of the air : | the powers of

heaven alfo fhall be fhaken. There ſhall be ſigns in the

Jan and in the moon and in the fiars; thoſe fixt, as well

as thoſe that move round them. The fun $ fhall be

turned into darkneſs and the moon into blood, before the

great and terrible day of the Lord come. The I stars

ſhall withdraw their fhining, yea and fall from heaven,

being thrown out óf their orbits. And then fhall

be heard the univerfal fhout ** from all the com

panies of heaven, followed by the voice of the arch

angel, proclaiming the approach of the Son of God

and man, and the trumpet of God, founding an alarm

to all that fleep in the duft of the earth. In confe

quence of this, all the graves fhall open, and the

bodies of men arife. The fea ++ alfo jhall give up

the dead which are therein, and every one ſhall rife

with his own body : his own ſubſtance, although

fo changed in its properties, as we cannot now

conceive. For ## this corruptible will then put on

incorruption, and this mortal put on immortality.

Yea, death and hades, the invifible world, ſhall

deliver up the dead that are in them. So that

* Rev. xvi. 2o. . + Luke xxi 25. † Joel ii. 31. - || Luke

xxi. 25, 26 $ Joel ii. 3 1 . I Joel iii, iš. ** Theff, iv. 16.

t t Rev. xx. 13. # # 1 Cor. xv. 53.
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all who ever lived and died fince God created

man, ſhall be raiſed incorruptible and immortal.

2. At the fame time the Son of man fhall fend

forth his angels over all the earth, and * they ſhall

gather his eleći from the four winds, from one end o
heaven to the other. And the Lord himſelf ſhall

come with clouds, in his own glory, and the glory of his

Father, with ten thouſand of his faints, even myriads

ºf angels, and + ſhall fit upon the throne of his glory.

And before him fhall be gaihered all nations, and he

Jhall Jeparate them one from another, and ſhall fet the

fheep, the good, on his right hand, and the goats, the

wicked, upon the left. Concerning this general

affembly it is that the beloved diſciple ſpeaks

thus: I faw. # the dead, all that had been dead,

finall and great ftand before God. And the books were

opened (a figurative expreffion, plainly referring to

the manner of proceeding among men) and the dead

were judged out of thefe things which were written in

the books according to their works.

II. Thefe are the chief circumftances which are

recorded in the oracles of God, as preceding the

general judgment. We are, fecondly, to confider

the judgment itſelf, fo far as it hath pleafed God to
reveal it.

1. The perfon by whom God will judge the world

is his only begotten Son, whoſe goings forth are

from everlafting, who is God over all, blefſed for ever.

Unto him, being the || out beaming of his Father's

glory, the expreſs image of his perſon, the Father

hath § committed all judgment, bestaufe he is the Son ºf

man: becaufe, though he was T in the frm of God,

and thought it not robbery to be equal with God, yet

he emptied him/ef, taking upon him the form of a

Jervant, being maấe in the likénef of men. | Yea, bº

cauſe being found in faſhion ás à man, he humbled

himſelfyer farther, becoming obedient unto death; et en

the death of the croſs. Wherefore God hath highly

* Matt xxiv. 31. + Matt. xxv 31. &c. , t Rev. ** ***

| Heb, i 2. § John v. 22 27. I Phil. ii 6, 7.

exalted
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exalted him, even in his human nature, and or

dained him, as man, to try the children of men, to

be the 7udge both of the quick and dead; both of

thofe who ſhall be found alive at his coming,

and of thoſe who were before gathered to their

fathers.

2. The time, termed by the prophet, the great

and the terrible day, is ufually in Scripture fiiled

the day of the Lord. The ſpace from the creation

of man upon the earth to the end of all things, is

the day of the fons of men : the time that is now

paffing over us, is properly our day. When this

is ended, the day of the Lord will begin. But who

can fay, how long it will continue ? § With the

Lord one day is as a thouſand years, and a thou/and

years as one day. And from this very expreſſion
fome of the ancient fathers drew that inference,

that, what is commonly called the day of judgment,

would be indeed a thouſand years. And it ſeems,

they did not go beyond the truth : nay probably

they did not come up to it. For if we confider the

number of perſoas who are to be judged, and of

aƐtions which are to be enquired into, it does not

appear, that a thouſand years will fuffice for the

tranfaċtions of that day. So that it may not impro

bably comprize feveral thoufand years. But God

fh u'l reveal this alfo in its feafon.
|

3. With regard to the place where mankind

vv i il be judged, we have no explicit account in

Scripture. An eminent Writer (but not he alone;

mar, y have been of the fame opinion) fuppofes it

will be on earth, where the works were done, ac

cording to which they ſhall be judged, and that

God will in order thereto employ the angels of his

fti e egth, ' .

** To fimooth and lengthen out the boundlefs fpace,

And ſpread an area for all human race.” -

§ 2 Pet. iii. 3 •

A 3 But
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But perhaps it is more agreeable to our Lord's own

account, of his coming in the clouds, to ſuppoſe it

will be above the earth, if not “ twice a planetary

height.” . And this ſuppofition is not a little

favoured, by what St. Paul writes to the Thefalo

nians. + The dead in Christ ſhall rife firſt. Then we

who remain alive, ſhall be caught up together with

them, in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. So

that it feems moſt probable, the great white throne,

will be high exalted above the earth.

4. The perſons to be judged, who can count, any

moxe than the drops of rain, or the fands of the fea ?

I beheld, faith St. 7ohn, a great multitude which no

man could number, clothed with white robes, and

: in their hands. How immenfe then muft

e the total multitude of all nations, and kindreds,

and people, and tongues ? Of all that have ſprung

from the loins of Adam, fince the world began, ti}l

time ſhall be no more ? If we admit the common

fuppoſition, which feems no way abfurd, that the

earth bears at any one time no lefs than four hun

dred millions of living fouls, men, women and

children : what a congregation muft all thoſe

generations make, who have ſucceeded each other

for feven thouſand years?

“ Great Xerxes’ world in arms, proud Cannær hoft,

They all are here: and here they all are loft.

Their numbers ſwell to be difeerned in vain ;

Loft as a drop in the unbounded main.”

Every man, every woman, every infant of days

that ever breathed the vital air, will then hear the

voice of the Son of God, and ſtart into life, and

appear before him. And this feems to be the na

tural import of that expreffion, the dead, finall and

great : ail univerfally, all without exception, ali of

every age, fex, or degree ; all that ever lived and

died, or underwent fuch a change as will be equi

+ 1 Theff. iv. 16, 17.

valent
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valent with death. For long before that day ths

phantom of human greatneſs diſappears and finks

înto nothing. Even in the moinent of death, that

vaniſhes away. Who is rich or great in the grave ?

5. And every man fhall there give an account of

his own works, yea, a full and true account, of all

that he ever did while in the body, whether it was

good or evil. O what a fcene will then be dif

cloſed, in the fight of angels and men ! While not

the fabled Rhadamanthus, by the Lord God Al

mighty, who knoweth all things in heaven and

earth,

Caſtigatque auditque dolos: fubigitque fateri

Quæ quis: ſuperos, furto lætatus inani,

Diftulit in feram commiffa piacula mortem.

Nor will all the actions alone of every child of

man, be then brought to open view, bút all their

words: , feeing, $ every idle word which men fall

/peak, they ſhall give account thereof in the dãy of

judgment. . So that by thy words as well as wórkš,

thou /halt be juſtified : or by thy words thou ſhalt bé

condemned. Will not God then bring to light

every circumſtance alfo, that accompanied every

word or action, and if not altered the nature, yét

leffened or increaſed the goodneſs or badneſs of

them ? And how eaſy is this to him, who is about

our bed, and about our path, and /pieth out all our

ways ? We know, the darknefs is not darkne/s to

him, but the night fhineth as the day.

6. Yea, he will bring to light not the hidden works

of darknefs only, but the very thoughts and intents of

the heart. And what marvel ? For he ſearcheth the

reins, and understands all our thoughts. All things

are naked and open to the eyes of him with whom ăe

have to do. Hell and deftruētion are before him with

out a covering. How much more the hearts of the chil

dren ofmen ?

$ Matt. xii. 36, 37,

7. And
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7. And in that day ſhall be diſcovered every in

ward working of every human foul : every appetite,

paffion, inclination, affection, with the various

combinations of them, with every temper and dif

poſition that conſtitute the whole complex cha

ra&ter of each individual. So ſhall it be clearly and

infallibly feen, who was righteous, and who un

righteous ; and in what degree every aćtion, or

erfon, or charafter, was either good or evil.

8. Then the King will fay to them on his right-hand,

come ye bleſſed of my Father. For I was hungry and

ye gave me meat, thir/ty and ye gave me drink, I was

a franger and ye took me in, maked and ye clothed me.

In like manner, all the good they did upon earth,

will be recited before men and angels: what

foever they had done either in word or deed, in the

name, or for the fake of the Lord 7e/us. All their

good defires, intentions, thoughts, all their holy

difpofitions, will alſo be then remembered; and

it will appear, That though they were unknown

or forgotten among men, yet God noted them in his

book. All their ſufferings likewife, for the name of

Jefus, and for the teſtimony of a good conſcience,

will be difplayed unto their praiſe, from the righ

teous Judge, their honour before faints and angels,

and the increafe of that far more exceeding and eter

nal weight of glory.

- 9. But will their evil deeds too, (fince if we take

in his whole life, there is not a man upon earth that

liveth and Anneth not) will thefe be renenbered

in that dav, and mentioned in the great congre

gation ? , Many believe they will not, and afk,

* Would not this imply, that their fufferings were

not at an end, even when life was ended ? Seeing

they would ftill have a forrow, and ſhame and con

fufion of face to endure ?” They aſk farther, How

can this be reconciled with God’s declaration by

the prºphet; | If the wicked will turn from all his

fins that he hath committed, and keep all my fiatutes

| Ezek, xviii. 21, 22.

and
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and do that which is lawful and right ; all his tran/

greffons that he hath committed, they ſhall not be once

mentioned to him ? How is it conſiſtent with the

promife which God has made, to all who accept of
the goſpel-covenant, + I will forgive their iniquities, v.

and remember their fins no moře. Or as the Apoſtle

ex Prefies it, # I will be merciful to their unrighteoufnefs,

and their fins and iniquities will I remember no more ?

1 o. It may be anſwered, it is apparently and, ab

folutely neceſſary, for the fall diſplay of the glory

of God, for the clear and perfett manifeſtation of

his wifdom, juſtice, power, and mercy toward the

heirs of falvation, that all the circumstances of

their life ſhould be placed in open view, together

with all their tempers, and all the defires, thoughts

and intents of their hearts. Otherwife how would

it appear out of what a depth of fin and mifery the

grace of God hath delivered them ? And, indeed,

if the whole lives of all the children of men were

not manifeſtly difcovered, the whole amazing con

texture of divine Providence could not be mani

feſted ; nor ſhould we yet be able in a thouſand

in ſtances,

To “justify the ways of God to man.”

Unlefs our Lord’s words were fulfilled in their

utmoft fenfe, without any reſtriĉtion or limitation,

§ There is nothing covered that ſhall not be revealed,

or hid that ſhall not be, known, abundance of God's

difpenſations under the fun would ſtill appear with

out their reafons. And then only when God hath

brought to light all the hidden things of darkneſs,

whofoever were the aćtors therein, will it be

feen that wife and good were all his ways: that

he fato through a thick cloud, and governed all things

by the wife counſel of his own will : that nothing

was left to the chance or the caprice of man, but

+ Jer. xxxi. 34. ţ Heb. viii 12. § Matt x 26.

God
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God difpofed all ſtrongly and fweetly, and wrought

all into one connećted chain ofjuſtice, mercy, and

truth.

1 1. And in the diſcovery of the divine per

fećtions, the righteous will rejoice with joy

unfpeakable ; far from feeling any painful for

row or fhame, for any of thoſe paſt tranfgref

fions, which were long ſince blotted out as a

cloud, waſhed away by the blood of the Lamb.

It will be abundantly ſufficient for them, that

all the tranſgreſſions which they had committed

fhall not be once mentioned unto them, to their

difadvantage; that their fins and tran/greſſions and

iniquities ſhall be remembered no more, to their

condemnation. This is the plain meaning of

the promife : and all the children of God ſhall

find true, to their everlasting comfort. -

12. After the righteous are judged, the King

will turn upon them to his left hand, and

they ſhall alſo be judged, every man according

to his works. But not only their outward works

will be brought into the account, but all the

evıl words which they have ever ſpoken; yea,

all the evil defires, affeĉtions, tempers, which

have or have had a place in their fouls, and

all the evil thoughts or defigns which were

ever cheriſhed in their hearts. The joyful fen

tence of acquittal will then be pronounced upon

thofe on the right hand: the dreadful fentence

of condemnation upon thofe on the left: both of

which muſt remain fixt and unmoveable as the

throne of God. -

III. 1. We may, in the third place, confider a

few of the circumſtances which will follow the

general judgment. And the firſt is the execution

of the fentence pronounced on the evil and on the

good. Thefe fhall go away into eternal punifhment,

and the righteous into life eternal. It ſhould be

obferved, it is the very fame word which is uſed,

both in the former and latter claufe : it follows,

that either the puniſhment laſts for ever, or the

reward too will come to an end. No, never

unleſs God could come to an end, or his mercy

and
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and truth could fail. Then fhall the righteous fhine

forth as the fun, in the kingdom of their Father, and

fhall drink of thoſe rivers of pleaſurewhich are at God’s

right hand for evermore. But here all deſcription

falls ſhort; all human language fails ! Only one

who is caught up into the third heaven, can have

a ju ft conception of it. But even ſuch a one can

not ex prefs what he hath feen: thefe things it is not

poſſible for man to utter.

The wicked, mean time, fall be turned into hell,

even all the people that forget God. They will be

puniſhed with everlaſting defrustion, from the preſence

of the Lord, and from the glory of his power. They

will be caft into the lake of fire burning with brim

ftone, originally prepared for the devil and his

angels: where they will gnaw their tongues for

anguiſh and pain, they will curfe God and look up

ward : there the dogs of hell, pride, malice, re

venge, rage, horror, deſpair, continually devour

them. , There they have no reft, day or might, but

the finoke of their torment afcendeth for ever and

ever. . For their worm dieth not, and their fire is not

- quenched.

2. Then the heavens fhall be ſhriveled up as a

archment feroll, and paſs away with a great noiſe :

they will flee + from the face of him that fitieth

on the throne, and there will be found no place for

them. The very manner of their paffin away

is difcloſed to us by the Apoſtle Peter : # In the day

God the heavens being on fire, fhall be diſſolved.

The whole beautiful fabric will be overthrown by

that raging element, the connection of all its parts

deſtroyed, and every atom torn afunder from the

others. By the fame, the | earth alſo and the works

that are therein ſhall be burnt up. The enormous .

works of natüre, the everlafling hills, mountainsthat

have defied the rage of tirne, and ſtood unmoved

fo many thouſand years, will fiuk down in fiery

ruin. How much lefs will the works of arí,

+ Rev. xx. 11. # 2 Pet. iii. 12. || Ibid v. 1 os

though
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though of the moſt durable kind, the utmoft efforts

of humaninduſtry, tombs, pillars, triumphal arches,

pyramids, be able to with stand the flaming Con

queror. All, all will die, periſh, vaniſh away, like
a dream when one awaketh !

3. It has indeed been imagined by fome great

and good men, that as it requires that fame Al

mighty Power, to annihilate things as to create, to

fpeak into nothing, or out of nothing : fo no part of,

no atom in the univerfe, will be totally or finall

deftroyed. Rather, they fuppofe, that as the laſt

operation of fire, which we have yet been able to

obferve, is to reduce into glafs, what by a fmaller

force it had reduced to aſhes : fo in the day God

hath ordained, the whole earth, if not the material

heavens alfo, will undergo this change, after which

the fire can have no farther power over them.

And they believe this is intimated by that ex

prefſion in the Revelation made to St. 7ohn +, Before

the throne there was a fea ofglafs, like unto crystal. We

cannot now either affirm or deny this: but we ſhall

know hereafter.

4. If it be enquired by the fcoffers, the minute

hiloſophers, how can thefe things be ? Whence .

: come fuch an immenfe quantity of fire as

would confume the heavens, and the whole terra

queous globe ? We would beg leave, firſt, to re

mind them that this difficulty is not peculiar to the

Chriſtian ſyftem. The fame opinion almoſt uni

verfally obtained among the unbigotted heathens.

So one of thefe celebrated free-thinkers fpeaks, ac

cording to the generally received fentiment;

Effe quoque in fatis reminifcitur, affore tempus,

Quo mare, quo tellus, correptaque regia coeli

Ardeat: & mundi moles. operofa laboret.

But, fecondly, it is eaſy to anfwer, even from our
flight and fuperficial acquaintance with natural

things, that there are abundant magazines of fire

† Chap. iv 6.

ready
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ready prepared, and treafured up againſt the day

of the Lord. How foon may a "comet, commiſ

fioned by him, travel down from the moſt diſtant

parts of the univerſe ? And where it to fix upon the

earth, in its return from the fun, when it is fome

thoufand times hotter than a red hot cannon-ball,

who does not fee what muft be the immediate

confequence ? But, not to afcend fo high as the

ethereal heavens, might not the fame lightnings

which give fhine to the world, if commanded by the

Lord of Nature, give ruin and utter deſtruction ?

Or, to go no farther than the globe itſelf : who

knows what huge refervoirs of liquid fire are from

age to age contained in the bowels of the earth ?

-Ætna, Hecla, Vefuvius, and all the other Volcanos

that belch out flames and coals of fire, what are

they, but fo many proofs and mouths of thofe fiery

furnaces? And át the fame time fo many evidences,

that God hath in readineſs wherewith to fulfil his

word. Yea, were we to obferve no more than the

furface of the earth, and the things that furround

us on every fide, it is moſt certain (as a thoufand

experiments prove, beyond all poffibility of de

nial) that we ourfelves, our whole bodies are full

of fire, as well as every thing round about us. Is

it not eaſy, to make this ethereal fire vifible even

to the naked eye ? And to produce thereby the

very fame effects on combuſtible matter, which are

produced by culinary fire ? Needs there any more,

than for God to unloofe that fecret chain, whereby

this irrefiſtible agent is now bound down, and lies

Įuieſcent in every particle of matter ? And how

oon . would it tear the univerfal frame in pieces,

and involve all in one common ruin ?

5. There is one circumftance more which will

follow the judgment, that deferves our ferious

confideration, * We look, fays the Apoſtle, according

4° *** Promiſe, for new heaven, and a new eartha

*

* Chap:, v. 13: -

• * B wherein
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"herein dwelleth righteoufne/G. The promife ſtands

in the prophefy of Iſaiah, || Behold I create new hea

ºcus and a new earth. And the former fhall not be

:::embered : fo great ſhall the glory of the latter be.
I hefe St. 7ohn did behold in the vifions of God.

*fa*, * faid he, a new heaven and a new earth, for

the Érf heaven and the first earth were paſſed away.
And only righteoufne/, dwelt therein. Á: ly

he adds, + and I heard a great voice from the third

heaven, Jaying behold the tabernacle of God is with

mens, and he will dwell with them, and they ſhall be his

peºple, and God himſelf/hall be with them and be their

God. . Ofneceffity therefore they will all be happy :

# God/hall wipe away alltears fron their eyes, and there

Jhall be no more death, neither forrow, nor crying :

neither ſhall there be any more pain. There fhall be

no more curfe : but they ſhalljee his face, ſhall have

the neareft acceſs to, and thence the higheſt refem

blance of him. This is the ſtrongeft expreſſion in

the language of ſcripture, to denote the moſt perfest

happinefs. And his name ſhall be on their foreheads.

They ſhall be openly acknowledged as God’s own

property ; and his glorious nature ſhall moft viſibly

fhine forth in them. And there fhall be no night

there, and they need no candle, neither the light of the

fun : for the Lard God giveth them light, and they ſhall

reign for ever and ever.

V. Ht remains only, to apply the preceding

eonfiderations to all who are here before God. In

human courts, it is poffible fome who are guilty,

may efcape for want of evidence . But there is no

want of evidence in that court. All men with

whom you had the moſt fecret intercourfe, who

were privy to all your defigns and actions are ready

before your face. So are all the ſpirits of dark

nefs, who infpired evil defigns, and affifted in the

execution of them. So are all the angels of God,

thofe eyes of the Lord, that run to and fro over all the

earth, who watched over your foul, and laboured

įChap. 1.xv. 17. *Rev. xx. 1, 4 v. 3- † v. 4. $ c xx: 3; #
Oľ
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for your good, fo far as you would permit. So is.

your own conſcience, a thoufand witneſſes in one,

now no more capable of being either blinded or

filenced, but conftrained to know and to fpeak the

naked_truth, touching all your thoughts and words

and aĉtions. And is confcience as a thoufand wit

neffes ? yea but God is as a thoufand conſciences !

O who can ftand before the face of the great God,

even our Saviour, 7efus Christ ! S.

See, fee ! He cometh ! He maketh the clouds

his chariots! He rideth upon the wings of the

wind ! A devouring fire goeth before him, and

after him a flame beneath! See, he fitteth upon his

throne, clothed with light as with a garment, ar

rayed with majesty and honour ! Behold his eyes

are as a flame of fire, his voice as the found of many

waters ! -

How will ye eſcape? Will ye call the moun

tains to fall on you, the rocks to cover you? Alas,

the mountains themfelves, the rocks, the earth, the

heavens are juft ready to flee away! Can ye pre

vent the fentence ? wherewith ? With all the

fubſtance of thy houfe, with thouſands of gold and

filver ? Blind wretch ! Thou cameft naked from

thy mother's womb, and ſhalt go naked into eter

nity. Hear the Lord, the Judge; Come ye bleſſed of

my Father / inherit the kingdom prepared for you

from the foundation of the: Joyful found! How

widely different from that voice, which echoes

through the expanſe of heaven, Depart, ye curfed

into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and his an

gels / ...And who is hê, that can prevent or retard

the full execution of either fentence ? Vain hope!

Lo, Hell is moved from beneath, to receive thofe

who are ripe for destrustion ! And the ºverlasting

doors lift up their heads, that the heirs of glory may
come in ! -

IWhat manner of perfons then ought we to be, in all

holy converſation and godline/s ? We know it cannot

be long, before the Lord will defcend with the

voice of the Archangel, and the trump of God; when

every
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every one of us fhall appear before him, and give

account of his own works. Wherefore beloved, feeing

ye look for theſe things, feeing ye know, He will

come and will not farry, be diligent that ye may be

found of him in peace, without fpot andblamelef$. Why

ſhould ye not r Why ſhould one of you be found

on the left hand, at his appearing? He willeth not

that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to repen

tance ; by repentance to faith in a bleeding Lord ;

by faith to ſpotlefs love, to the full image of God

renewed in the heart, and producing all holinefs of

converfation. Can you doubt of this, when you

remember the Judge of all, is likewife the Saviour of

all ? Hath he not bought you with his own blood,

that ye might not periſh, but have everlaſting life ?

O make proof of his mercy rather than his juſtice!

Of his love rather than the thunder of his power !

He is not far from every one of us : and he is now

come, not to condemn, but to fave the world. He

standeth in the midft ! Sinner, doth he not now,

even now knock at the door of thy heart ? O that

thou mayeſt know, at leaft in this thy day, the things

that belong unto thy peace ! O that ye may now

give yourfelves to him who gave himſelf for you, in

humble faith, in holy, aĉtive, patient löve! fo ſhall

ye rejoice with exceeding joy in his day, when he

cometh in the clouds of heaven. -

v
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